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A Prayer for Wisdom

UR FATHER, give us greater wisdom

in dealing with our young people.
Help us to remember our own hopes and
fears, our temptations and failures. Enable
us rightly to appreciate the peculiar difficul-
ties of this complex and changing age. May
we have a truer vision of their needs and a
tenderer sympathy with their struggles.
Grant that we may never fail them, either
by our neglect, or by our officiousness, or by
our shortcomings. Teach us how to train
them. We ask in the name of Him who grew

in wisdom and stature and in favor with
God and men. Amen.

Selected.
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What’s Happening

Rev. Theo. W. Dons, pastor of the Oak
Park church, baptized 9 persons on Sun-
day evening Jan. 19. Six were from the
Morton Park Mission and three from the
Bellwood Mission of the church.

Rev. G. P. Schroeder of Morris, Man.,
has resigned his charge to accept the call
of the church at Ebenezer East, Sask.
Bro. Schroeder is Council member of
the Northern Conference to our National
Union.

A good crowd of B. Y. P. U. members
and friends of the Humboldt Park
chureh, Chieago, Ill.,, heard an interest-
ing talk on Japanese religions, on Sun-
day evening, January 5. The talk was
given by Mr. Arai, a Japanese.

The minister of the Pekin, Ill, Baptist
Church, Rev. Ralph Paul Blatt, preached
the sermon on the Wednesday night of
the Week of Prayer at the union service.
Four union services were held with ten
churches co-operating. Bro. Blatt’s ser-
mon was “Enter Not Into Temptation.”

The German Baptist Church at Good-
rich, N. Dak., Rev. F. Alf, pastor, was
able to raise for all purposes during its
financial year of 1929 $5094.93 although
it was not a good year for the farmers
who mostly ecompose its membership. Of
the above sum $1843.81 was given for
mission purposes.

A Christmas Musicale was given ot the
Central Baptist Church, Erie, Pa., on
Sunday evening, Dec. 22. A varied pro-
gram of hymns, choir numbers, violin
solos and organ selections was presented.
Of special interest were several of Or-
ganist A, B. Mehnert’s own compositions,
two trios with Mr. Mehnert at the organ
and Florence Schillinger and Marie Ar-
gow at the piano.

News has arrived according to Dr. J.
H. Rushbrooke that the monthly maga-
zine “The Baptist,” the official organ of

" the Russian Baptist Union, has ceased
. publication. The immediate cause is not
+’known, but sufficient is known of con-
ditions in the U. S. S. R. to enable us to
‘infer that the decision to stop publica-
tion was not taken spontaneously by the
Russian Baptists. Every report received
adds to the evidence of severe and wide-
spread persecution.

The Brazilian Baptist Convention,
which includes over 300 churches and
more than 30,000 members, has lately
become directly affiliated with the Bap-
tist World Alliance. This vigorous and
rapidly growing Convention will be the
host of the Latin-American Baptist Con-
gress, assembling in June, 1930, at Rio
de Janeciro. The Baptist Association of
Porto Rico, which includes 50 churches,
over 3600 members, and over 7000 Sun-
day school scholars, has also been ad-
mitted 2 member of the Alliance.

A Farewell Word from
Missionary Speicher
Albion, Mich., Jan. 8, 1930.

Rev. A. P. Mihm,
Editor “The Baptist Herald,”
Forest Park, Ill.

My dear Brother Mihm:—

We leave Albion this week S
for the Pacific Coast and hope to ;griiﬁ
San Francisco about two days before our
steamer, “President Lincoln,” leaves for
Hongkong, January 17.

Our furlough in America has been less
than nine months, but it has been rich in
fellowship with many friends and co-
workers in the Kingdom. I have not been
abte_ to v'is_it many churches, but sych as
I did visit refreshed my spirits and
greatly encouraged me by reason of their
Interest in China and the Progress of
the Kingdom of God in that great coun
try:. We are now in a period of re_
adjustment. Many of our churches sim-
ply must give their major interest -
English services, It is simply Splend]ig
‘to no'Ee_the progress of our young peopl
in spiritual growth ang deve]op?nentpi;

culture. That is the hg
for the future, B s churchés

We go to China for th i
anditions in Cathay are :at}fig-h e
tain, but with the help of God weuti:}cer-
to accomplish our hest period of e
g‘henrdqost promising factoy
ow Mission is the movement of

autonoj
on part of the_lSO Baptist chur:;?]m
Furthermore, it ig g movement of g
men and women, It jg therefore igo};mg
mony with the Nationa] movement of ?}f‘
. e

t leaven, which ig

X Service,
I our Sway-

low Christian, every i
road
sus leads to victory! WhE:ln 3
and women in Chrigt Je. e
themselves the entire T
€sponsihjlj
churches and the administratioty o
Christian institutiong we can | ]
progress and real growth, Andmk for
just wh.at.is happening iy, th that g
China Mission field, ¢ South
Mrs. Speicher and 1
frien_ds farewell! May bé‘(]}d,our Many
blessings rest upon yoy all! Lo Nolcest
true to our high calling nq f_‘m T €t us be
erated children. “Let this n;isdre-
you, which was algo ip Chrs nd_be in
Moffat translates this verse s
“Treat one another witp the 25 fOllmi\rs:
as you experience in Chyjgst Jeqam'i Spirit
beautiful the new translat; Sus.” How
verse is! “Ag yoy gL, ok

Jesus!” O the Love

. . f i i
patience, his sympathy,o hi:]hré‘st!_ Hig
tenderness! What oo rectionate

one of us for the yearcﬁgég?ge to each

Fraternally Yours:
JAcop SPEICHER,

The Bible School of the Alberta Young
People’'s and S. S. W. Union at Wetas-
kiwin this year has been very success-
ful. It was held from Jan. 4-30 and 45
young people attended, most of them the
entire month. Field Secretary A. A.
Schade was the main teacher the first
two weeks and General Secretary A. P.
Mihm the latter two weeks. Rev. F. W.
Behnke acted as Dean. Other members
of the faculty were Rev. A. Kraemer and
Rev. Ph. Potzner. The majority of the
students this year were young men.

A Prize Definition of Success

What is successful living? Bessie
Stanley, a Kansas girl, won a $250 prize
for the best definition of success: “He
has achieved success who has lived well,
laughed often, loved much; who has
gained the respect of intelligent men and
the love of little children; who has filled
his niche and accomplished his task;
who has left the world better than he
found it, whether by an improved poppy,
a perfect poem, or a rescued soul; who
has not lacked appreciation of earth’s
beauty or failed to express it; who has
always looked for the best he had in him-
self; whose life has been an inspiration
and whose memory is a benediction.”

»* * *

“This is the smart-aleck age of liter-
ature,” remarked Dr. Henry van Dyke in
an address. “The motto today is, ‘Say it
with fire-crackers.”” These smart writ-

ers are undermining all the things that

we hold sacred. How ecan we defend our-
selves from their evil influence?
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Win One

JoHN F. NIEBUHR .

[SH AND WIN. The desire to win keeps us

going. Difficulties are easily overcome if we
are winning. We like to be on the winning side in a
game. Having won, we are encouraged to win
again. Great winning records have been made by
first winning one score. The first score spurs us on
to another and still another. Those who have been
playing in the winning game, know what a thrill
it is to win. There is a peculiar joy in being the
special member of a team who has contributed to-
ward the victory. But the greatest joy comes to the
player who has actually been the winner; he who
has brought in the trophy.

The game becomes interesting as soon as scores
are being made. The friends of the winners “root”
and are carried away with enthusiasm.

We can all join the winning society. A society
that never fails. Every one can win. Win one, at
least this year. Win a soul for Christ. The task is
not beyond our ability.

Why Win One?

Because one soul is of great value. What is the
value of the soul? Christ said, “For what is a man
profited, if he shall gain the whole world and lose
his own soul? Or what shall a man give in ex-
change for his soul?”

Take the whole world, with all its wealth in the
earth and on the earth; the gold, the diamonds and
all the mineral resources; they cannot buy the sal-
vation of a single soul. Winning a soul is more than
winning a w?rld: Christ tells us that the whole
angel world is stu_'red when one soul is converted.
«]ikewise I say unto you, there is joy in the pres-
ence of the angels of God over one sinner that re-

enteth.” Genergl Boo.th of the Salvation Army
used to say to his soldiers, “Go for the most de-
graded goul and win him for Christ.”

The spiritual always outweighs the material.

«Knowest thou the importance of a soul immorta]?
Behold the midnight glory: worlds on worlds;
Amazing pomp; redouble this amaze;

Ten thousand add, and twice ten thousand more;

Then weigh the whole; one soul outweighs them all” -

God’s Passion for the Soul

intrinsic value of the soul is only known w
The H;;e estimate that God has placed on the sglgf
so loved the world, that he gave hig only
tten Son, that whosoever believeth ip him
beg ok perish but have everlasting life.” The
shou he has paid for our souls was not with cor-
pr;cﬁlb]e things such as silver and gold, but with the

upti plood of Christ. Jesus was the highest ang

we see t
((For G‘Od

best gift that God had in heaven and he sent him to
die for the redemption of the lost soul.

Christ came to seek and to save that which was
lost. He was known by his enemies as the friend
of publicans and sinners. He would go out into the
wild, cheerless, unattractive wilderness and seek
until he had found the lost sinner. In the parable of
the Lost Sheep, Christ speaks of himself when he
says, “What man of you having a hundred sheep,
if he lose one of them, doth he not leave the ninety
and nine in the wilderness and go after that which
is lost until he find it? And when he hath found it,
he layeth it on his shoulders rejoicing. And when
he cometh home, he calleth together his friends
and neighbors, saying unto them, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found my sheep which was lost.’ ” To win
one lost soul is worth while for Jesus.

Christ comes to a well and finds a lonely woman.
He speaks with her about her soul. He tells her,
that she is living in adultery and he stops all argu-
ment by asking her to bring her husband. That
settles the question with her. She is gloriously con-
verted and becomes the first Christian missionary
to the Samaritans. That very same day, the one
saved soul brings others to hear and see Jesus, and
they, too, believe in him.

A ruler of the Jews comes to Jesus by night to
have a private interview with him concerning his
soul. Christ tells him, he must be born again. He
must have the new life from above. Nicodemus was
saved, but neither Nicodemus or Jesus make it
known. God was going to use Nicodemus in a quiet
way and when Nicodemus was most needed he came
with Joseph of Arimethia to do the very last honors
to Jesus, to bury him as a king in a newly hewn
tomb in a garden. So Christ won souls one by one.

Win a Soul for Christ

“He that winneth souls is wise.” He that winneth
souls is the happiest creature on earth. To win one
soul brings more joy than the gaining of wealth,
To win a soul for Christ is an act of thankfulness
toward God. Christ commands us to go out into
the highways and byways and compel them to come
into the kingdom of God.

Do we realize that the world is lost without
Christ? Do we realize how few really know him
as he should be known in each and every life—as a
Savior? There is no other way whereby man can
be saved but by the name of Jesus. Bring them in
one by one. A story has been told of a man who
was being driven to the railroad station in a certain
city. On the way he took the opportunity of convers-
ing with the chauffeur who was driving him, about
his soul. The chauffeur was converted on the way.
The man was losing no opportunity to bring one to
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Jesus. Would that we all who profess his name
might so love him as not to lose one opportunity
to bring one to him. After we have brought one
soul to Christ and have had the joy of seeing a soul
saved, we will then long to go out after others.

Just think what it would mean if all over our
country each one belonging to our denomination
would win one soul for Christ this year. It would
double our strength. At our conference next Fall
we would report 35,000 won for Christ and our total
would be 70,000 members. Is it impossible? It is
possible!

At one of our General Conferences we said we
wanted $1,000,000 within three years. Let us say
we want each member to win one soul for Christ
each year and when we meet in Detroit in 1931 we
can all come with glad hearts, bringing in the
sheaves of souls won for Christ. If we win souls for
Christ, God will give us all the money we need to
carry on the great mission work here and in other
parts of the world.

Let us pledge ourselves and say, “With the help
of God I will try to win one soul for Christ each
year.” Let soul-winning be the slogan of our
churches, Y. P. Societies, Sunday schools and all
other societies. It would be interesting to hear from
societies and individuals, saying, “We have pledged
ourselves to win a soul for Christ each year.” Let
societies or individuals write to Bro. Mihm or the
writer, saying, you have pledged yourself to win a
soul for Christ each year. I think we could publish
the name of the society or individuals in “The Bap-
tist Herald” from time to time. May this evangelis-
tic fire and passion for souls burn within us! Pledge
yourself today and pray and think about unsaved
souls. May we soon hear of the fire burning East
and West, North and South. A consuming fire for
souls.

“Must I go and empty handed?

Thus my dear Redeemer meet?

Not one day of service give him,
Lay no trophy at his feet?

Oh, ye saints, arouse, be earnest!

Up and work while yet ’tis day,
‘Bre the night of death o’ertake you,
Strive for souls while yet ye may.
Must I go and empty handed,

Must I meet my Savior so?

Not one soul with which to greet him,
Must I empty handed go?”

1215 Fulton Ave., Bronx, N. Y.

Modern Miracles

6 ¢"T"HE Australian Sunday School Teacher” tellg

a workman’s story of how he was badg-
ered by the men of the factory where he worked.
“Yesterday a man came to me and said, ‘You don’t
believe that silly story about Jesus Christ turning
water into wine, do you?” And I answered, ‘Wel],
[ don’t know anything about whether Christ turned
water into wine, but I do know he has turned beer
into furniture. That is a good enough miracle for
me-’ E .
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The Challenge of Jesus
W. H. BArscH

THERE has never been a greater quest for men
than at the present time. The automobile in-
dustry leaves its challenge upon the human mind.
The field of science opens its gates to the youth of
the world. Aeronautics has revolutionized our entire
economic system with its transportational tributar-
les. These industrial forces naturally attract the
attention of men, and why should they not? We
a.dmlt their importance but we cannot let the ques-
tion rest there. There is a challenge for men out-
side of these material forces. This challenge iS

founc_l %n the prince of life who left us the principles
of spiritual progress.

The Life and Service of Jesus

Was a challenge to the human race throughout the
centuries. It ig my purpose to bring a message in
such a form t}lat We might have a part in the great
program of e, Tt e o yo 4 1 e
sidering ay udy or In your place of business CO};
feel that Project of civic progress. We want t0
speak of gle have something in common when We
reach for t}? Ch_a-“_enge of Jesus without having 'to
A e dictionaries or encyclopedias for in-
pies or pudecll.' I am not to serve you with religious
There Baxs MgS on beautiful hand-painted traysé
S oA ten too much of that already. I Wa“d
his respec:ivmth me the issues of a Christian a1
challenge e obligations towards life. Life Je48
ge lor Seli—preservation. The Christian llf(‘:*
: es the i ervice
Supreme obligatioy towarghéélst%il Ezz.slf assuIo=
ristian would make us a Christial!
t‘i} thifng that would be! If goil}f %
Christi . ‘ransform the human will into
thatsﬁ:l?lsilgl 1t What a remarkable transformation
you a Christiay OW going to church does not make
would make V?)L?ny more than going to your garagﬁ
and women ity an automobile. Christ want:nmex_
: We are OVer-
tude to the thi 1 and women of an indifferent attl-
A few q gs that spongor progress.
a church (?gtz'ago Ispoke to a young man who hak
course of ide of the city of Hartford. In the
: U conversation ] agked him how many
rch recordg revealed. He replied;
el Then I agked him how many I—?i;
reply was, « a1, S and how many were active-
e outa hundred,” Christ wants men ano
to our city dlilrzmes'- If he desired names he could £
names of p, ctories and find plenty. Christ wan
e :hn 4nd women whoge lives are of Su¢
there will he o Wher} the final summons aPPTOaChez
tombstone oy :,zmet-hmg more than an epitaph %
obituary in a newspaper.

T
is the first e Challenge of Following

death-bed Tfllquis‘i te. We are not thinking of the
Urning th o . lowmg- A death-bed repentant® _118
candle of life iy, the service of the deVis
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and then blowing the smoke into the face of God.
We don’t mean the kind of following that we often
experience while roping a steer out in the West.
Rope a steer and then try to pull him along. The
animal will stick his toes into the ground and rebel.
Christ does not rope men into his service with grave-
yard tales and ghost stories. He said to Peter, “Fol-
low me.” How well are we following? Judging
from observation I would say that we are taking
everything with us like Noah of the Old Testament.
Looking at our average religious enterprise, we find
everything from a humming bird to a turkey buz-
zard and from the refrigerator to the grindstone.
Weé don’t want them and don’t welcome them, but
those things just creep in because we fail to follow
properly.

There is another group that claims to follow the
Lord’s challenge. Judging from the way this group
lives, they would make you think they had secured
a ticket to heaven on a Pullman parlor car and pro-
vided for a porter to wake them when they arrived.
We have little confidence in their arrival. They are
most likely to be side-tracked and when the porter
awakes them it won’t be the heavenly gate either.

The Second Challenge is That of “Straightway”

The scripture says “and straightway they left
their nets and followed him.” We are not all fisher-
men, nor are we all patching old nets that have ex-
perienced excessive usage. But we are following
some line of occupation to earn our livelihood, and
rightly so. There is nothing more digpleasing than a
lazy man. But along with our occupation we need
something more than bread alone.

In the course of years there have been any num-
ber of men who have devoted their time, money, and
ability to the challenge of Jesus. Have they been
failures? Have they been living upon the expense
of charitable institutions? Have they been the
trouble makers in our homes and cities? You will
agree with me that they have not. Let me mention
a few names of men who have “straightway” fol-
lowed Christ. I am thinking of a Grenfell. While
D. L. Moody was preaching in London this young
medical student attended one of these meetings.
The call came to him that night. Then and there his
life was surrendered to a greater task. He has been
building pyramids of love in the hearts of men. He
is feeding the poer. He is healing the people’s ail-
ments, and giving the Word of God to the spiritually
perplexed.

Let me call to your attention the life of the Towa
boy who was born Nov. 8, 1862. His father served
in the civil war and died about a month before the
gson was born. The young lad studied in the ‘univer-
sity of hard knocks and did his post-graduate work
among the common people who were suffering from
religious paralysis. This young man “straightway”
left the baseball diamond, where he was getting
from five to eight thousand dollars a year, and
accepted the challenge that Jesus wanted men.
This young Iowa lad is Billy Sunday.

5

Character needs no epitaph. You can bury the
man but the character of his service will beat the
hearse back from the graveyard and it will travel
up and down the streets while you are under the
sod. It will bless or blight long after your name is
forgotten. '

The third is
The Challenge of Personal Work

If you don’t know what an important part the per-
sonal element plays in life, let me give you a few
concrete examples. Put a polecat in the parlor;
which will change first, the polecat or the parlor?
Put a hard-boiled sinner among a group of young
boys; which will change first, the hard-boiled sin-
ner or the boys? Put a lazy-bones in a church;
which will change first, the lazy-bones or the
church? These answers are obvious.

It is the personal work that counts. When Gren-
fell accepted the challenge of Jesus he immediately
began his personal work with a group of boys in the
slums of London. This group resulted into an or-
ganization for boys similar to our Boy’s Scouts or-
ganization. When D. L. Moody realized his obliga-
tion towards God he began his personal work with
a group of boys in Chicago who were ready for the
reform school. But they never went there after
Moody began his work with them. . 3

Your religion is your will, not your handkerchief.
Your religion is the power of your personal work,
and not something that you carry in your pocket
and take out on Sunday. It won’t save your soul if
your wife is a Christian. You must be something
more than a brother-in-law to the challenge of
Christ. Christ wants men who are willing to follow
him and do personal work without complaining
about the difficulties.

Of course it is not easy to do personal work. But
do we do a thing because it is easy? No! We do a
thing because it is hard, to show that we are made
of something besides the white of an egg. Remem-
ber, all that God has ever done to save the human
race and to promote progress has been done through
men of flesh and blood like ourselves. Jesus wants

you.

Editorial Jottings

THREE FINE FEATURE ARTICLES in this number, by
Niebuhr, Barsch and Weihe, also Hutchinson on Russian Youth.
Don’t overlook these.

ALL “HERALD” BOOSTERS who meet the goal of one
subseriber to every six members of the church, count based on
1929 Conference membership report, are entitled to the booklet:
“A Quiet Talk with God Each Day” by Wallace. It is worth
having and is regarded as an excellent devotional help.

DEAR “BAPTIST HERALD” BOOSTER, Is it too late to
make one more good effort to win subscribers for 1930? What
about one more determined effort with the stragglers, the unde-
cided ones, the newcomers? The subscriptions can begin with
the new year and Bro. H. P. Donner will supply back numbers.
One more attempt, one more attack and over the top. Let's go!



The Junior Church and Leaders, Immanuel Church, Milwaukee, Wis.

Cradle Roll and Junior Church,
Immanuel Church, Milwaukee

We bring today the pictures of two
important parts of the work done by the
Immanuel Baptist Church in Milwaukee,
Wis., G. H. Schneck, pastor. The photo
of the Sunday school Cradle Roll Christ-
mas party is rather incomplete. The
weather was very inclement on the day
when the picture was taken; 18 mothers
with their children were missing. The
faithful leader of the cradle roll is Mrs.
A. Widder; she is seated on the sccond
last chair at the right. Mrs. Widder is
abily assisted by the secretary of the
cradle roll, Miss Alma Weihe, who also
teaches a fine class of women in the Sun-
day school, the Mary and Martha Class.

The picture of the Junior Church
shows a happy group of boys and girls
and also their talented leader, Mr. A. W.
H. Giesecke, standing at the extreme
right; the second young lady next to him,
Miss Meta Wengel, and the lady at the
extreme left, Miss Edith Duesterhoeft,
are his able assistants. Miss Marguerite
Widder is the pianist of the Junior
Church. The group meets in its own
room during the morning services which
are held in German. The boys and girls
are expected to join the congregation in
the English morning services. Immanuel
Church is very fortunate in having a
church ediflee which makes such an ar-
rangement possible.

B. Y. P. U. of Kyle, Texas

At the close of another year’s work,
the B. Y, P, U. of the German Baptist
Church of Kyle held its annual program
on Dec. 9, 1929. The devotional period
was in charge of our president, George
Lengefeld. The secretary and treasurer
gave their reports, after which the fol-
lowing program was rendered: A retita-
tion, “Willkommen;” song by the choir;
8 dialogues; song by the male chorus, and
piano solo.

The address of the evening was given
by Rev. C. C. Laborn of Gategville, Tex.,

who spoke words of encouragement, which
inspired us to do greater work for the
Master.

At the close of our program a collec-
tion was held which was designated for
the leper mission.

We now have 58 members enrolled in
our Union. We continued having our
program in group systems, which proved
very successful,

48 meetings were held consisting of
devotional, musical, missionary, literary,
and various other interesting and in-
spiring evenings,

We had the pleasure of having a num-
ber of outside speakers for some of these
meetings. Among them were Bro. A, A
Schade, our B. Y. P, U. and S. S. Sec:
retary; Bro. Mindrup of Greenvine:
Br. Becker and Bro. Walter Schaible o%
Waco; Bro. Robt. Whittner of New
Braunfels and Bro. Haskins of the Eng-
lish Baptist church of Kyle.

We had the pleasure of talj
course, “The People Called Balggfts?;
under the leadership of Bro, A, A. Schad’
und Bro. Becker, which proved very ine
teresting and instructive, £

We were indeed sad to
with our dear pastor,
family, who have taken
Bison, Kans. To them
for the successfulness
A wonderful spirit of
tion existed during the
in our midst.
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renewed fervor and vigor in ﬂf&eﬁf with
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Christmas at the Second Church,
Portland

An_d now another Christmas with its
happiness and cheer has passed and a
new year begun.

0‘}1' Christmas celebrations were ex-
ceptionally beautiful this year, there-
fol:e we felt that “Herald” readers would
enjoy hearing about some of the things
we did.

At five o'clock Christmas morning
about 30 of our young people started out
On a mission of cheer, proclaiming in
glad carols that Christ our Lord had
been born, and b:cause this made us so

4Ppy we were anxious to make those,
Who this Christmas were shut in, happy
also. After we had sung at 15 homes we
returned to the church where a breakfast
aWalted us.

But this was just the beginning of 2
happy day. J gl g
thour Sunday school had its program in

¢ evening, our Supt., Bro. J. A. Hoel-
ﬁ?r’ bresiding. We feel especially proud

b this program and want to tell you
about it. Among the Christmas recita-
tions and musical selections the most
noteworthy of them all was the one in
?hICh each class “gave” instead of “took.”
b was voted on by the different classes
to have a “White Christmas” this year,
S0 the classes, with the exception of the
alli:fnary departmsnt, received the money
fo il the Sunday school usually spent

T candy and each class tried to raise
m:mslrem as much as possible. Then one
Sk r from each class reported what

4ch particular class had done with their
;‘:?HIEy, S_EVera] classes doubled and
ketp ed their amounts, several gave bas-
t S o poor folks. One class of boys be-
t:r een the ages of 13 and 15, with its
doacher Wwent out to the country and ‘fut
th:vn a load of Christmas trees which
Sunf sold and in this way raised their
take considerably, The total proceeds
$85 " In during the evening amounted to
sum z;nd the Sunday school raised the
o tibes $100. This amount is going to
wgp sod in the support of a missionary-
Ceiv:es" more blessed to give than to re-
" THE0. WUTTKE.

Ladies Aid at Killaloe, Ont.

€ are not many in number, only 13
:;:Iember& but are trying to work for
T Lord and Master. :
¢ Meet the first Thursday in every
th at the homes of the members.
i dnbNOVemher we had a chicken supper
azaar and made $168.60.

thzvt; ]p'f“d nearly a thousand dollars on
0 Aebt of our chupch gince we organ-
12ed five yoppg ago,
oui}‘&ef hristmas time we remembered
! r'pastorls Wife_, Mrs, Wm. Jaster,
3 nice wool comforter.
Jr object is to further the work of

the Lord i
e i for-
elen missiony. church, in home and

M
all t?lz qu bless us in the new year and

adies Migai od t are

Ini 5 Mission Societies tha

e pmg‘l\tdo build hig kingdom on earth!
RS. FRANK WrckworTH, Sec:

mon
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The Sunday School

Preparing a Sunday School
Lesson
H. J. WEIHE

The noted writer and Sunday school
worker, Amos R. Wells, says in one of
his books: “Many teachers fail to teach
because they do mnot prepare to teach.
Their teaching, unlike .the steady flow
from a well-filled foun!:am pen, is like the
output of a pen that is nearly empty—a
few minutes of blotty spurts, then a rap.d
lessening of fluid, and finally nothing but

7 ratches!”
dl%hﬁ: comparison well illustrate_s the
condition of ithe teacher who t1'1es_ to
teach without adequate preparation.
Real teaching is not the result-of chanca
or the inspiration of tl‘ae moment. The
teacher of secular subjects cannot suc-
ceed without thorc_)ugh preparation, and
it is equally certain tha.t the tEEChEI: of
religion cannot fulfill his sacred obliga-
tion without much careful thought and

iligent study.
dllllﬁerclliscuSSing the weekly p).'EIJa]':'at.ion
of the Sunday school teacher.for his im-

ortant work, the question of time needs to
;l:}e considered. Many teachers do not be-
in their study of the lesson until the
Il;l;z’t,ter part of the week, perhaps not until
Saturday evening. There are others who
believe that an early beginning tends to-

wards 2 good ending. They begin the

study of the lesson about a week before °

it is to be taught, and then continug "ch‘eir
lreparation from day to day, u:clhzmg
pvery possible opportunity for this pur-
5 o. It is certainly a noteworthy fact
tl?it.ﬂ large proportion of teachers look
1 ‘on the weekly preparation of the Sun-
:153,— school lesson, not as an unwelcome
duty, but as a privilege and a pleasure.

How to Begin

Is it advisable to commence the study
of the lesson by reading the material
contained in lesson manualsland quar-
terlies? Or is it bet_ter to be:gm by r_ead-
ing the lesson as it is 'found in the Bible?
Many have found that the latter plan can
pe made to yield better resg]ts than the
former. One writer says: The teacher
<hould go to the fountain for watt_ar aqd
to the bakery for bread. The B:ble is
divinely adapted to the average ‘m:’nd, the
open heart and the eager 3pirit.” One
good method of Bible study for teachers

be indicated as follows: Read ‘and

2 the lesson passage, using various
ons of the Scrigtu;ss. Lookt.up
and study the connection

Bipe rei:ﬁ:ﬁes\,ﬁth what precedes and
of the gtudy the general design and
follows- ¢ the entire chapter or book.
pul'P”%-&e dictionary, a concordance, or
(s whenever necessary. Ta}ce time
.1 and pray- It is certain that
i jligent reading of the Bible, as
diue cested, will not detract from
zen S0 real purpose of lesson man-
but will enable the

re-read L
tl'ﬂn51atl

e or .
quarterlies,

Cradle Roll Party of Sunday School Mothers and Children.
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teacher to use such helps more intellig-
ently and effectively.

A Teaching Plan

The second step in the work of prepa-
ration is of a somewhat different nature.
While it is important that the teacher
should know the lesson, it is equally im-
portant that he should know how to teach
it. Unfortunately some good Bible schol-
ars are poor teachers. Quite often the
truths of God’s Word fail to influencz
the hearts and lives of our Sunday
school pupils, because these truths are
not presented in the right manner. This
is a sufficient reason why every teacher
should diligently seek to become more
proficient in his high calling. For this
purpose nothing will prove more helpful
than the careful preparation of a teach-
ing plan, or outline, for every lesson that
is to be taught. In preparing such a plan
the teacher might ask himself: “Just
what should this particular lesson do for
my pupils? How can it be made to min-
ister to their moral and spiritual needs
in the most effective manner?”

The aim and purpose which the teacher
decides upon, will very naturally deter-
mine the organization and treatment of
the lesson material. If a meal is to be a
success in every way, food must be well
selected, well prepared and well served.
This illustrates some important features
pf the teacher's task. Not all the truths
embodied in a given Scripture passage
can be used during the short instruction
period. The material which is used will
also have to be adapted to the nature and
needs of the class, and presented in an
attractive and appealing manner. Hence
the necessity for wise selection, proper
adaptation and effective presentation.

Some Characteristics of a Helpful Plan

A good teaching plan will indicate the
manner in which the teaching of the les-

son is to begin. The first five minutes of
the instruction period may to a large ex-
tent determine the success or failure of
the lesson. An introduction or line of
approach should therefore be planned
which will gain the attention and arouse
the interest of the class in a mnatural
manner and which will also direct this
interest into the right channel.

A good lesson plan will also indicate
the particular method or combination of
methods which are to be employed in the
development and application of lesson
truths. If the story-method is to be used
it may be well to outline the story. Lead-
ing questions should be written and help-
ful illustrations indicated. If vital prob-
lems in Christian living are to be dis-
cussed, or if the class is to engage in
some important project, much careful
preparation will also be needed. |

The closing portion of the lesson should
likewise receive due consideration. Dr.
Pell says: “There are teachers who care-
fully plan the first part of a lesson but
leave the latter part to Providence, or
to the- inspiration of the moment. A
good end may make amends for a bad
beginning, but a good beginning never
counterbalances a bad end.”

1t will be hardly necessary to state that
the progressive teacher will seek to uti-
lize the suggestive plans and teaching
devices contained in lesson helps and
other Sunday school literature, as far as
these suggestion are adapted to the na-
ture and needs of his class. He will en-
deavor to provide for much variety in
lesson treatment, expressional activity
and social service.

Spiritual Preparation

We will suppose that a teacher has
carefully prepared an outline for the

(Continued on Page 11)
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(Continuation)
CHAPTER IV

No life
Can be pure in its purpose and strong in
its strife
And all life not be purer and stronger
thereby. —Owen Meredith.

Moments of great exaltation are fre-
quently followed by hours of despair, and
this experience was to come to Jed and
Faith ere another sabbath dawned.

A world famous singer was to sing in
Gray Chapel, and Jed took Faith to hear
the great contralto whose marvelous voice
and gracious presence carried cheer to
so many aching hearts during the great-
est of all wars.

Coming home in the taxi—Jed was not
permitted the use of a car of his own
while at school—he, rather from force
of habit or because of her irresistible
nearness, slipped an arm around Faith
and attempted to draw her to him. She
resisted indignantly.

“Well, you are old-fashioned,” said
Jed in unfeigned astonishment.

“And you are ungentlemanly,” an-
swered Faith heatedly. “What word or
action of mine has led you to suppose
you could take such liberties with me?”

“] meant no harm,” said Jed with
equal warmth, “and the girls expect it.”

“You are mistaken,” said Faith. “I
know dozens of nice girls who neither
expeet nor tolerate such conduct.”

“And the boys don’t give a hang for
them,” retorted Jed.

“Some boys do not. There are plenty
of nice boys who do appreciate true wo-
manhood.”

“Do you expect to find such a one?”
asked Jed contemptuously.

“No, I expect him to find me,” retorted
Faith who was thoroughly angry now.

“Well, I will not go with a girl whom
I cannot kiss,” said Jed as the driver
brought the machine to a standstill at
Faith’s door.

“There are fifteen hundred or two
thousand girls in this university, and
among that number, you should be able
to find one exactly to your liking,” an-
swered Faith as she fled up the walk.

“A nice way of telling me to go to the
devil,” muttered Jed as he slammed the
taxi door. Then, as the car glided away,
“An angel-with claws.”

Flushed and indignant, Faith reached
the refuge of her own room. Casting her
wraps aside, she sank into a chair and
addressed the roses Jed had not forgotten
to send, “Why did he do that? Oh, why
did he do that? I suppose he is having
a good time laughing at poor, old-

fashioned, puritanical Fajth

doomed t.;o be an old maid, becgisu;bzit’
has a x_mnd of her own and knows ho*:v
to use it. Well, let him. And his inte
est in me and my opini St

ons he m -
tured so he could make mockeryalégf;ce

and my views. I hate him Why di
d9 that, ywhen I was beginning godtl;gh}:ﬁ
him so nice?” and Faith burst into 3 £
of uncontrollable Weeping, ;
And then, somehow, she
;:'::-] fzzi‘t‘herl’ls voice, saying, ?FCehm;eei E:Oph:;
ittle Faith. He ign’ ¢ i 3
i e € 1sn’t worth a single tear
Smiling through her te
ars, she pi
;ap her father’s photograph and péf;eg
ong and tenderly jnto the handso :
tured eyes. e

“It’s all right, dea y
mured. “T still haye o'c pel,

never forsake me, wi] 1;‘:::‘1;}31(1 you will

Jed was very ap

p ; Br
into his own room $
with Faith, angry :,},’ﬁf {,’i’,iht‘,f
with _hf? In general, Apq ie
gxplam just why he T, € couldn’t
It was that he had mage 5 oo Unless
foollq_of himself anq had rece?
to his manly pride i, doin ved a hyyg
fﬁared 80 morose fop 5 fgwm;, He ap.
be othgr boys diq not eyen ays that
about his sullen appeara chaff hip,
he was in such g mood Seto
frequent, they kney g Vhich
to himself. So he Wi
room work rath :
ml;;h 1:;0 himsel?.r “neraciously g

e bad rather proy, -

?:'m regarding ong’s f’:?r(;eld ldeag of pie
18 grandfather’s g, ¢ode, qye 4,
though he hag p, Faining

ot a :
< : Nalyzed h; And
that rii iaalsth}i he now e "l feclings
er g 0 realj
someness which hawe;:: €SS an wl?:lallze
was causing him tq , e 5

Y as he Slammed

Angry
3 al’lgry

m
what loose standg o CVOIt at the ) 220
own set. Anq :‘fds mfiintainedeb?nl;?-
18

anger subsided, hg T his firgy bl

ation from hey poliait ) See thzz:itOf

B!_1ﬂ"er 4 great deg] of o to

his_effrontery, ompune
He did not cape to meet @

began to yearn 5
could do 8o ang tl?e See hep alﬂii, but he

After more than ain unge,

a en
l]:: brei;o;hi gamut of eu'mdurin
sang in tghet %‘mself of the ?" €Motiong
and though it h?;ikbstre“ cha,f:eihat she
he h en choj
cidedadtl?it:e Igi:gdz chm;:asg Yearg si?llcé
after the serviges gy oNing g N de-
and hear hey sing Te well
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Finding a seat in an obscure corner
near the door, he immediately located her
in the choir, and sat with his eyes fixed
upon her, drinking in every little action
and facial expression as though he had
not seen her for years.

And then she arose to sing alone
Faith adored old songs and often sang
them in their original setting. Tonight
she had chosen, “In the Cross.”

“In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow'ring o’er the wrecks of time,

All the light of sacred story,
Gathers round its head sublime.”

Jed had heard Faith sing a few times,
but was hardly prepared for the depth
and volume of her sweet mezzo-sOpranc
voice, as it came pouring forth in the
quiet of the stately church. The next
verse seemed especially for him, and his

ead drooped as she sang:

“When the woes of life o’ertake 1€,
Hopes deceive and fears annoy,

Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lol it glows with peace and jou-

And then in triumphant accents:

.cW’_w"' the sun of bliss is beaming,
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming

Adds more luster to my day.”

Jed began to realize something of f:hi
Strength and sustaining power her beli¢
gave to her as she sang:

“Bane and blessing, pain and pleasur®
By the cross ig sanctified,
eace is there that knows no m.ea’sfre’
Joys that through all time abide.

Jed did not wait for the remainder oi
the Service, but slipped out unnotlced’.z
@ last sweet strains of the organ &
away. One thing only was clear to_h;g:_'
:? hhe walked the streets that Wit
foE t—he must seek Faith’s forgivere -
pri t}lang outraged her sense © 4 in
the . And, though he acknowledgeC o
® bitterness of his heart that she

g?eaia{rd above him as the stars h‘t:;:
e : - :
6tis; hal 80 brightly in the wmtfgg hum-

1¢ loved her, and was ready

%2 ?lms‘-'lf in the dust at her feeb agd
WithOr her if the occasion demanded-
charg the_ impetuosity which 59 ht his
e cterized his actions, he soug

ful epoS 2fter a number of unsy
e her?rts addressed the following

ccess”
note

ke
]::?Iar Miss Lambert: :
am deepl peastly €07~
duct the othzryl'zc;;? f?il'. ;:;1; can f0TEIV
;;_Dlease tell me when I may S€¢ ﬂr-
ticu]]n' as I have something which I»
"I:rly wish to say to you. pat I
hav may interest you to know ?king',
ang | 00nd @ girl exactly to Y I
“p Wish to te]] you of her also- [ am
ost oa0usly awaiting your repl¥’
Sincerely yours, "
Jed Carlto™

i
hizlsl:ﬂ_ he walked down and.poit:dﬂ"'
Swer, £ and returned to await 2 ing*-

filled with doubts and misg™’
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CHAPTER V

Asleep, awake, by night or day
The friends I seek are seeking me;
No wind can drive my bark astray,
Or change the tide of destiny.

The stars come nightly to the sky,

The tidal wave into the sea;

Nor time, nor space, nor deep, nor high
Can keep my own away from me.

—John Burroughs.

Faith studied the note in some per-
plexity when it was handed to her the
following afternoon by Mrs. Rogers, her
good friend and benefactress. She longed
for counsel and advice, but kind as Mrs.
Rogers was in other matters, she could
not make a confidante of her in this. No
one but her father had ever been admit-
ted to the inner shrine of her nature and
he was miles away.

“I have something which I particu-
larly wish to say to you. I have found
a girl exactly to my liking and I wish to
tell you of her.” Faith had thought all
along Jed's interest in her was purely a
friendly one. She had pitied him because
of his cynicism which seemed to be spoil-
ing his life and his opportunities for use-
ful and happy living. She had longed to
help him into the only path which could
lead to ultimate happiness, because he
had seemed eager to start thereon, once
he could find the way. Then had come
the night when he had humiliated her so
deeply; when it had seemed, after all his
apparent interest in her belief, she was
only being made a dupe to afford him a
subject for light conversation and ridi-
cule. A wave of anger and offended dig-
nity swept over her at the recollection of
his taunting words. Now, he wished to
see her and tell her of the girl “exactly
to his liking.”

Faith was not the type of conceited,
sentimental girl who imagines that every
man who treats her with courteous con-
sideration is in love with her. In her
busy, ambitious life, there had never been
room for lovers. Bud Thomas would
have liked, long ago, to assume the role,
had she given him any encouragement.
But, as she read Jed’s note, she could not
help thinking those words held a signifi-
cant meaning which concerned her alone.

Should she let him come? After sev-
eral hours’ pondering, she decided she
would. If he were only mocking her, she
could very quickly and unmistakably send
him about his business; the sooner, the
better. If his intentions were serious—
which of course they could not be—she
would kindly, but firmly let him know
that love and marriage were two factors
which could not be considered—for a long
time at least—in the busy future which
she had mapped out for herself. And
they could go on being friends, just as if
nothing had happened.

8o she wrote that “she would be dis-
engaged Friday evening and he might
call if convenient.” And she wondered
why she experienced a thrill of joy as
she penned the words, and why the words,
“Be not unequally yoked together with

unbelievers,” began ringing in her ears.

There was a cheerful fire in the music
room, and Faith had requested that Jed
be shown in there. She was sitting at the
piano, softly playing some old songs
which she had found among Mrs. Rogers’
music. One of them ,“Absent,” caught
her fancy, and she was singing it softly,
her thoughts full of her father, who had
never seemed so near, when Jed came in.
She did not hear him, and he waited, his
heart filled with love and longing as she
sang:

“Sometimes between long shadows on
the grass,

The little truant waves of sunlight pass;

My eyes grow dim with tenderness, the
while,

Thinking, I see thee smile.”

Very tenderly, Faith sang on:

“And sometimes, in the twilight gloom
apart

The tall trees whisper, whisper heart to
heart;

Fron}. ;rlny fond lips the eager answers
aily

Thinking I hear thee call.”

Each word sank deeply into the heart
and memory of the waiting man. Ah!
perhaps there was an absent lover and,
after all, his awakening to Faith’s love-
liness and sweetness would be in vain.

“Good evening, Miss Lambert,” he said
softly.

Faith turned quickly, a little discon-
certed that he had thus come upon her
unawares. Then very humbly and earn-
estly, he added, “You are so good to let
me come here tonight, and I assure you,
I am more sorry than I can tell you for
my act two weeks ago. Can you forgive
me?”

‘In spite of her resolve to be quite dfg-
nified and firm, Faith’s loving impulsive
nature was touched by his evident sin-
cerity. So she said quickly, “Oh, that is
all right. We will just forget it. Won’t
you sit here by the fire? The air is
quite chilly tonight.” And Jed found
himself seated in a big arm-chair by the
ﬁre', f’ull of the content and well-being
Faith’s presence always inspired in him.

As she seated herself in a low divan
opposite, Faith began to experience a
queer, panicky feeling, quite foreign to
anything she had ever known before.
Why had she let him come? Of course
he hadn’t meant her in that note. Why,
they hardly knew each other at all. And
if he had meant her he wouldn’t be sit-
ting there smiling so complacently and
with so much self-assurance, unless, in-
deed, he had come to make sport of her
again. That was it, of course. Well,
two could play at that game. He should
never suspect that she considered any-
thing about his olq note as personal in
the least degree.

She began to talk desultorily of his
work, the weather, every subject under
the sun except the one lying nearest to
the heart of them both. But when he
answered only in monosyllables, the con-
versation lagged more and more, and
finally a constrained little silence fell
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upon them, broken only by the hiss and
crackle of the fire in the grate, which
seemed to have developed a sudden at-
traction for both of them.

So well did Faith assume the air of
innocence, peculiar to woman in similar
situations from time immemorial, that
Jed began to think she hadn’t understood
what he considered the delicately worded
note, the writing of which had cost such
painstaking effort. And so, he who
usually found speech so free and easy,
now found himself peculiarly tongue-
tied. For days, he had longed for this
hour and now that it was his, he knew
not what to say.

They both studied the fire assiduously.
But after two or three false starts, Jed
broke the silence which was becoming
somewhat oppressive, by saying, “I
wished to tell you, tonight, of the girl
exactly to my liking.”

It had come at last! Well, he had
caused her much disquietude, once. He
shouldn’t do so again.

“T hope she thinks exactly like you do,”
said Faith assuming an air of pleasant
interest.

“On the contrary,” answered Jed, “she
is a young lady with very decided ideas
of her own.”

“Strange she should have attracted
you, for if I've read you aright you are
afflicted with the same malady, are you
not?”’

“That is why I find her so charming,
so altogether lovely—and lovable,” said
Jed with intenseness which Faith must
have noticed had she not been so intent
on appearing not to notice anything un-
usual in the confidence he was bestowing.

“Then you should make haste and tell
her so before some other ‘sheik’ capti-
vates her.”

“She might refuse me,” ventured Jed.

“She couldn’t,” said Faith recklessly.
Her eyes, could you have seen them, held
a glint of defiance. “Unless, of course,
someone else is already before you in the
field.”

“Would you advice me to act on your
suggestion at once?”

It was not until then that Faith noticed
the deadly earnestness in Jed’s voice, and
glancing up quickly she was astounded
by the pallor of his usually ruddy face.
And when he moved over to the vacant
seat beside her, she realized fully at last
where the conversation had been leading
them.

“Raith, dear, my guiding star!” said
Jed, taking her hand in his. “Has noth-
ing ever told you that you are—"

“Please don't, Jed!” she exclaimed dis-
engaging her hand and clasping them
both over her heart to still its wild beat-
ing. She had thought Jed cared nothing
for her. She had been sure she liked him
only as a friend. In her busy life she
had no time for lovers. But now, all at
once, she knew-—she knew that Love,
deep, overwhelming, engulfing Love, was
seeking admittance to her heart, and she
must not let Love in,

It was the first time she had ever
called him “Jed,” and he found the name
spoken in her tender, caressing voice a
little overwhelming. He rushed on breath-
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lessly, “There has never been a girl like
you in my life. I am a better man to-
night for having known you. And your
influence and help will mean so much to
me in my future carcer. Tell me, you
love me, dear. We can be married as
soon as I finish school. Grandfather is
longing to have me settle down and to
establish me in an office over at Morris-
town. You could go on with your music
just the same. We could go to New York
later and study together,” and Jed again
took her hand in his, and looked implor-
ingly into her serious, brown eyes.

Faith was silent, thinking. @ What
could she say to his eager pleading
without wounding him terribly? How
could she satisfy her own sudden long-
ing for this new happiness which he was
offering in such passionate, impulsive
words?

When she spoke, slowly, at last, choos-
ing her words carefully, her voice took
on a new depth and earnestness.

“Jed, dear, I wish I knew what to say
to you. Marriage, to be happy and suc-
cessful, must be governed by mutual
ideals and beliefs in the big essentials in
life. You and I believe so differently,
and we are both rather obstinate, aren’t
we? I'm afraid marriage for us could
mean only disillusionment and misery.”

“But, Faith, it is within the realm of
possibility that, with you to point the
way, I could believe as you do. Remem-
ber, I have never had a godly parent to
help me; one to whom I could take my
doubts and perplexities. You can make
of me what you will.”

Faith s'owly shook her head. “I do
not doubt your sincerity for an instant,
Jed, but it lies in the hands of a Higher
Power to make you what you will. And
besides, I have seen your plan fail in my
own home. I have told you what a dear,
good Christian my father is. My step-
mother was a lovely, young widow when
he married her a few years ago. She
was a society-loving. irrevcrent sort of
a person, but quite the loveliest being to
look upon one ever saw. My father was
quite infatuated with her, I am sure.
She told him she would be happy to
settle down to a life of religious conse-
cration after they were married. But
because such things come from within
and canot be veneered on the surface of
what is already there, she soon lapsed
into her old, gay existence I can see no
particular harm in the right kind of
games and amusements, if one can keep
up one’s more important obligat'ons as
well. She evidently cannot. Today she
prefers a dance or a bridge game to a
religious service, and though father
never complains, it is plainly evident
that he is unhappy, and his home, instead
of being a haven of rest and pcace as a
home should be, is one of dissension and
discord. I have never spoken of this to
anyone before, and shall probably never
do =o again. But it illustrates my idea
of what I consider necessary to one’s
marri~d happiness. I do not doubt your
willingness to try, Jed, but don’t you see,
that with nothing eternal to tie to, when
troubles and temptations come, one would

be like a vessel cut adrift on a stormy
sea?”

Jed sat with his elbows on his knees,
his chin in his hands, staring into the
fire while Faith was speaking. There
was silence in the room for a moment.
Faith feared that, in spite of her desire
not to hurt him unnecessarily, she had
wounded him terribly. He turned ab-
ruptly. looked stra‘ght into her eyes and
said, “Faith, is there someone else?”

Faith flushed under his direct gaze
She became confused, and almost bsforé
she knew what she was saying, she mur-
mured, “No, Jed, there will never be any-
one else.”

J:;t lg_ok of ‘i,rI:‘eﬂ'ab]e joy leaped into
ed’s face. “Then, yo
hope sometime?—" el e
And Jed’s future course was ir: -
ably dctermined by Faith's softly s;i‘l’:ecn
answer. “Sometime,” she said tenderly,
Jed’s handsome, boyish face took on a
new look of earnestness as he said, “Then
henceforth I shall devote myself,to tr .
ing to find a reality in what T hage
heretofore considered purely mythiea]
and unbelievable, Anq You may rest
assured of one thing, Faith, much as SI
love you and want you, there will never
be any Pharisaical repentance on 1
part. If my skepticism is ever *:wercom.,y
it will be because I am convineed he.
yond the shadow of a doubt that you 2
right and T am wrong. But I am o?m
to need your help., I have lived %ang
lessly and frivolously, but T want yourf-
believe me when I te]] you there hz;,v0
never be;en any unpardonable mistak e
in my life. Among my shorteomin ses
and heaven l_mows there are ptentg ot
them—there is only gne that g'ivesy &
much concern. That one ig an e e
I'm going to have to fight to the de::}:ny
drmk_. As_long as I wag in fvootballq—
had little difficulty, for o]q Coach st :
was 1‘;he very devil if he caught an i
tippling. But since I've been O);of'us
let go. T can do very well ag Iou v e
im awa_{ _frolm the stuff, ng as |
eaven it isn’t alw
But let me taste it, :3; tizsfid;to Ehtamn,
one knows how hard I'm goin stoﬂ’. e
b]:: tworthy of you, Faith gl 0 fry to
that enemy, or die trvine
help me, dear. Wil Y;EE:’"And ¥Ou, can
“With all my heart,” said Faith

(To be continyed)

White Christmas Celebrat;
Ofraine
Christmas was obsery,
ngtist Sunday schoo] of %flo‘riz.
with the “White Chyj '}e:tKans.,
inating. : 1t dom-
was given by the Junjop doEProgram
the Sunday school, Spar
g s}mrblpageant wa dh
enior classes togethep v Y the
RIn (c;losing this page‘;n,fgl (t]l;e
ev. Geo. A. Lang, a L
the first for those not Eﬂ::d _three Dpleas:
the reconsecration of e Anothey fop
wandered; and the Jagt % ethwho have
wealth to _help God’s cauge € Mateyia]
time during the Program e‘;;l ﬁtging
clasg

on at

the Fipgt
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brought forward the sum of money it
had collected. The total given by all
causes was $532.66.

Most of the success of this program is
due to the work of Supt. H. A. Schacht
and Walter Steinberg. This “White
Christmas” program was greatly apprec-
iated by everyone present.

Christmas Pageant at New
Britain

The Church school of the Memorial
Baptist Church of New Britain, Conn.,
Rev. W. H. Barsch, pastor, presented a
pageant on Christmas night entitled,
“The Field of the Shepherds.” Against
the historic sctting on the fields of Beth-
lehem, it told the story of the winning
of “The Skeptic” to a belief in God.
large audience which took every available
seat in the church, was present.
missionary offering was taken. As suc-
cessful as the entire meeting had been,
it required the giving out of candy to the
children to make it a complete success.

A great deal of credit is due our pas-
tor, Rev. W. H. Barsch, and his talented
wife for the directing and the making of
costumes, and as usual no Christmas 13
complete unless Bro. William Kiesewetter
has a hand in doing something, and this
time he arranged the lighting effects.

E. W. KIESEWETTER.

The Wetaskiwin Young People’s
Society

Our Motto: “Onward With God.”

-As a group of young people we €an
truly say the Lord has greatly blessed
5.

For about three months last winter we
ad our society divided into two groups
and at each meeting one of the groups
g8ave a program. Our aim was to make
our meetings more interesting and to Winl
more members during this time. We had
the pleasure of adding 17 new members
to our list, making it 44 in all.

. We had the honor of having three S0
cleties, namely Edmonton, Ledue, B8I¢
Camrose, visit our church with splendid
Programs.

Th.e officers for 1930 are as follows:
President, Arthur Sommers; viee-presi
dent, Theodore Risto; organist Blpe

Tause; treasurer, Margaret E. Rist0
Secretary, Ruth L. Dickau.

May the Lord’s blessing rest in abund-
ance on g]] young people’s socicties!

R. L. D., Secretary-

Dame of Athens
Following the devotions, the Rev. J O,PX
* Huhlman - wi1- give a message; J
pl‘actlca] Expc)sition of the Apostle Paul 8

Iscourses on Mrs. Hill.”-—Lima,
Paper,

She Uses Block and Tackle
He: “Dig vou make these biscuits With
your own little hands?”
She: “Yeg, Why?”

e g ifted them
Just wondered who lifte
?‘fgvfhe stove for you.”—Willlams Purpt€
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The Missionaries’ Answer
E. C. BAIRD

But why go back to China—
That land of blackest night?
“To earry on for Jesus—
To conquer in his might.”

They took your goods and chattels—
You suffered shame and loss.

“We suffered not as Jesus—
They nailed him to the Cross.”

What will you say to China
When you go back again?
“We'll tell them of the Savior,
Who loves the sons of men.”

What is your compensation—
What is your highest goal?

“To see, in Christian China,
The travail of his soul!”

Christmas Week at the Evangel
Baptist Church, Newark, N. J.

The Christmas season is always such a
happy time of the year, and we at Evan-
gel experienced that great joy in a special
measure this year.

We were put in tune with the festal
days on the Sunday before Christmas,
when our choir rendered sweet and har-
monious anthems that seemed to lift our
very souls nearer to God.

On Monday evening, the Juniors, who
have met regularly every Saturday
morning for weekday instruction, had a
Christmas program. Although the night
was stormy it did not keep the children
from coming and a large number of
friends also came to celebrate with us.
The thought emphasized throughout our
program was, that true joy comes only
as we make others happy. During the
month of October and the early part of
November the children were busy mak-
ing toys and other useful articles, which,
in addition to a gift of money, we sent to
Miss Priscilla Hoops, our former mis-
sionary, who now has charge of an or-
phanage in France. Our next project
was to make gifts for our parents and
friends and in this way the thought of
making others happy was always kept
before the minds of the children.

This year for the first time we had a
White Gift Christmas program in our
Sunday school. In this age when so
much is-made of Santa Claus and other
attractions that tend to lead us away
from the true meaning of Christmas, we
felt that we wanted to make our program
a real Christ's birthday celebration at
which time we bring gifts to him.

Every officer and teacher was enlisted
weeks ahead to co-operate in the prepa-
ration for this program and everyone
willingly responded. Each Sunday for
several weeks in advance a story was
told to the children emphasizir_lg the
thought of the gifts of Self, Scrvice and
Substance. The teachers also spoke to
the pupils in their classes that the best
gift that we can bring to Christ is our
heart.

On Friday evening December 27, we
had a program for the members of our

school from the Junior department and
up. A group of Juniors were the choir
that evening and sang several of the old
Christmas carols. After the recitation
of the Christmas story as found in Luke's
gospel, by an Intermediate boy, and
prayer, a very beautiful Christmas pag-
eant was given by members of the Inter-
mediate, Senior and Young People's de-
partments of the school. At the close of
the pageant the invitation was given by
our pastor to those who wanted to give
themselves to Christ Great was our joy
when five boys came forward, thus indi-
cating their desire to become followers
of Christ. The gifts of service were laid
at the feet of the cross in the form of
signed pledges. ' After the Junior choir
sang, the gift bearers from each class
brought forward their gifts of money and
laid them at the foot of the cross. After
the singing of a hymn and benediction
we went away, feeling that we had truly
celebrated Christ’s birthday.

On Saturday afternocon of the same
week we had a program for the Begin-
ners and Primary departments of the
school. It was a joy to see the little
ones do th-ir best in their songs and reci-
tations. Small as they are. however, they
too had caught the spirit of giving to
our King. For while our offering on Fri-
day evening was $142.38, their offering
was $42.50, making a total offering of
$184.88 which we pledged to give to-
ward the work in the Cameroon mission
field. Our former superintendent, Mr. H.
Theodore Sorg, who is always bringing
us encouragement in one way or another,
sent us a check to make our offering
$200. Surely we have rzason to reioice
that we were able to bring this gift to
Jesus Christ, who said: “In as much as
ye have done it unto one of the least of
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto
me."”

This report would not be complete if we
did not speak of the service which took
place on Sunday morning, December 29.
when Mrs. H. Theodore Sorg presentad
the church with a beautiful stained glass
window, in memory of her father, Mr
Charles Hoops, who had been an active
member in this church. Mr. Sorg was
the spokesman at the request of Mrs.
Sorg. Rev. Schmitt acknowledged the
gift and dwelt very briefly on the thought
that each painting in th> window repre-
sented: The angels announcing the birth
of Christ to the shepherds; Christ in
Gethsemane; the Annunciation. Rev. F.
Niebuhr, our former pastor, brought the
message of the morning.

Another year of activity has passed
to become part of the history of our
church. We fittingly saw the Old year
leave anc‘i greeted the New at a very help-
ful and inspirational meeting on Sylves-
ter night.

God grant that the new year will find
us undertaking greater things for him!

A REPORTER.
* 9 @

Doing humble tasks is bitter medicine
to swallow, but that may be the only
cure for what ails us,
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Preparing a Sunday School
Lesson

(Continued from Page T)

teaching of the lesson which contains
everything that good judgment and edu-
cational science can suggest. The lesson
plan is now ready, but the question may
still be asked whether the teacher is
ready. We will no doubt agree that the
teacher’s preparation is not complete un-
less there is added to his intellectual
equipm:nt the right spiritual attitude.
The faithful teacher realizes that his
most diligent efforts are wunavailing
without the divine guidance and blessing.
His heart’s desire finds expression in the
fervent prayer:

“Q lead, me, Lord, that I may lead

The wandering and the wavering feet;
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed

Thy hungry ones with manna sweet.

“0 trach me, Lord, that I may teach
The precious truths thow dost impart;

And wing my words, that they may reach
The hidden depths of many a heart.”

Black Angels
EDWARD CURTIS

Tell me, sir,-oh, tell me truly ,
For I know it won’t be long,
Till I gathers wif de angels,
Of dat glorious heavenly throng,
Please bend down and whisper softly,
As here on my cot I lie,
Can it be dere’s no black angels
In dz land of By and By?

I has read of white-robed angels,
Wif dere faces shinin’ bright,
As dey tread de streets of heaven,
Where it's day and never night.
But de good Book never m:ntioned,

And I surely wonders why,
'Bout one single, small, black angel
In de land of By and By.

“«Yes, my boy,” I whispered softly,
“There's black angels, never fear,
Even now I hear their voices,
As they hover very near.

Dry your eyes, my wee, black laddie,
Dry your eyes, and don’t you cry,
For there’s thousands of black angels

In the land of By and By.”

«Ah! I see dem now,” he whispered,
As one wasted, small, black hand
Clutch-d my fingers with the fierceness
Of a small, stout, iron band.
“And dere's jost as many, mister,
As dere’s stars up in de sky;
Now I know dat dere's black angels
In de land of By and By.”

“Yes,” I whispered to that wee one,
As he parted with a sigh,

“There are thousands of dark angels
In that h aven in the sky.”

And I murmured as that little
Form so still in death did lie.

“There is one more wee, black angel
In the land of By and By.”
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Nothing But Leaves
L. E. AKERMAN

Nothing but leaves; the Spirit grieves

Over a wasted life;
P_romises made but never kept,
Sins committed while conscience slept,

Hatred, battle and strife;

Nothing but leaves!

Nothing but leaves; no garnered sheaves

Of life’s fair, ripened grain;
Words, idle words, for earnest deeds;
We sow our seeds,—lo! tares and weeds;
We reap with toil and pain,
Nothing but leaves!

Nothing but leaves; memory weaves
No veil to screen the past;
As we retrace our weary way,
Counting each lost and misspent day,
We sadly find at last—
Nothing but leaves!

And shall we meet the Master so,
Bearing our withered leaves?
The Savior looks for perfect fruit;
We stand before him, humbled, mute;
Waithing the words he breathes:—
‘Nothing but leaves?”

Christmas at the German Baptist
Home for the Aged in
Philadelphia

; Christmas at the Home for the Aged
in P}}iladelphia, Pa., was more than a
day: it was a season of joyous festivities.
From Sunday, December 22, until Sun-
day, January 5, varied programs were
rendered in the Home by organizations
from the two German Baptist churches
in the city. The angel song of “Goodwill
to r'nen,” proclaiming the birth of the
Chr}sbchi]d, has been embodied in the
Christmas expressions of friendship in
this Philadelphia Home for the Aged for
many years in the past and again at this
Christmas season.

. The Home is a beautiful and impres-
sive two-story structure, situated in a
picturesque residential section of North-
eastern Philadelphia, Unlike much of
the city, there are spacious grounds of
lav_vns and gardens surrounding the
building. This is “home” for forty of
the_ elderly guests. It is an institution of
which the city can take recognition and
an enterprise of which the denomination
can be proud.

Thz_e attractively decorated Christmas
tree in the chapel greeted the members
of the Home and the groups of Phila-
tl_lea women from the Fleischmann Memo-
rial Church, who on the Sunday after-
noon before Christmas rendered a pro-
gram of music and brief greetings and
presented Christmas gifts. As the clock
struck twelve on Christmas Eve a party
of young Chrismas -carollers quietly
made their way into the hallway and
sang the German song “Stille Nacht, hei-
lige Nacht.” Christmas Day was crowded
with surprises and delights. The old
people found many unexpected things
when they came downstairs for break-

fast. Cookies, apples and oranges, candy
and nuts, and a Christmas card greeted

each one of‘ the guests. On two respec-

tive evenings after Christma

Fleischmann Memorial

charge of the exerci
c1ses on New Year’s

Day. The Camp Fire girls from one of

the churches ended the festivit;
first Sunday afternoon in tlf;tf:wor;efi-e
.The most elaborate pro :
climax of the ChristmI:ls g;ea:;v:]nsd ‘:he
ggld on Thursday afternoon, Decembzs
» by members of the Women’s B i
of Dz.rectors under the leadership of g;.rd
parrle Knobloch, who has been the )
;(i(?nt of the organization since its ofire's-
:rty-ﬁve' years ago, except for 1:hg-m
yvears, while she wag residing in B 'dlee
port, Conn. The women were seatndg'e-
several rows behind a long tahle eh'm
was covered with brightly colored b:f leh
of fruit and nuts and shining glas "
candy.  Singing Christmas son S
women exprgssed their love anﬁs’ L
cheer. Special numbers by choir o
bers of both churches brighteneq them ::_n -
0=

mas story. Mrs. R,
N. Mengel, both actj

at the Home, sang th Ny years
old for Christrnasf;’ 1&5 us—t’ (; Never toq
and Rev. M. L. Leuschner - Draewe])

addresses.

The surprise at the ¢
gram was the arriva]
who distributed Christ
the members of the Hg
to their rooms, each o
ents in money ang
and nuts.

lose of the

of Santa crsz;
mas packageg to'
me. AS they went
ne was giyen Pres-
a basket of fruit

The acting matron

: ; of th :
Elizabeth Helde, Provided efgio?]f’ Miss
come reception and e“tertainmmte wel-
rr;_any people .who went within th of the
of the Home during thege d e wallg
elderly guests were a¥s. The

\ exuh i 3
to express their appreciatigint 'Il‘?, trying
bers of the two churcheg in .Phi!a?]e?mhrfh

Phia

look back upon the dayg s
ories of the joy that‘l?aéﬂgge?lafﬁg; e
Is.
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Made to Orde,

Diner: “T’d like
quettes.” Some  chicken opq.

Waiter: “Yes, sir. Dg

made out of pork or ¢ YOUu prefey thog
hash?”—U. of Calif. }‘I;a‘::;z;nade fror::

Galvanized Justice
baﬁe chap ;vas arrested oy as
ry and brought hefop, th Sault anq
Judge (to prisoner). “Wh; Judge,
name, occupation, apg IS your
charged with?” What arg you
Prisone_rf “My name is §
an electrician, and 1 4p, Parks, T am
battery.” chargeq with
i :Tudge “(af’cer reeovering hi
rium) : “Officer, put thig ... 5 equili-
cell.”.—Presbyterian Advance VI a dry

s the
people from the Second German ar?(gutrllg

chur

sented programs which featurzgescml-’i;?
mas songs and recitations angd which i :
cluded gifts for each one of the gu :;l
as well as a hall lamp for the He(iis
'I:he young people of the German Chr'e.
tian Endeavor Society in this city h;sz;
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Hands

_Hands! How much they express of the
mind that directs them, the soul that
uses them, the heart that inspires them!

Babies’ hands—clinging, rose-petal
things Teaching for love, pleading for

‘grqtectlon. How their soft contours, their
t}?élcgcy, their vague fluttering, portray
th rowsy little mind just waking in
¢ morning of a new life.

oulhildren’s hands—their more definite
desﬁnes showing forth the crystalizing
istic es,f the clearly defined character-
insts of the developing human soul whose
tion}‘ument they are. Touching, ques-
disci-l']g’- they reach eagerly and without
S imination for every object, every
oﬁ‘eraCt’ every experience that this world
S 5:5 : Covered with scratches, not al-
tray iheaﬂ, forever busy, how they por-
e ardent young soul pressing

eagerly forward on life’s road.
Sle‘ﬁzuﬂg girls’ hands—growing more
lia die;,a;nd less restless. Learning to
Conts “;.Pmed and quiet in the lap when
Snatc}? lon demands. Learning not to
e unthinkingly at life since such 2
o le 80 often entails pain. Such a bit-
eame_ss:)n and how few there be who
of lifS“ ‘YOUHE. untried hands, s0 empty
With I'i‘ accomplishment, so overflowing
sith life's promise. They bring both
208 t:nd tears to the faces of those who
vet g aveled long and far on that hard

Blorious road we call living:

,cOrlgot?ers' hands—strong, capable, with
Th rolled muscles under smooth skin.

ese tell of service, self-denial, and ten-

derness, i

. ttle se : n the
b 1 rmons, they are, 0
t;:“tfy of usefulness. Well-kept hands

» A0 the main, even though pride in
8 ! gh pr
D‘:'liflehias OfP;(m been transformed into
ave 1 their children, who must never
G ause to be ashamed of mother.
hei:andmc'thers, hands—what  stories
VotionWl:n(I;Ies tell of self-sacrifice, de-
one gén nd loving service rendered to
quent] €ration, perhaps two. How elo-
Perforfn ghey speak of labors lox:ing‘ly
’Jl-'ldel‘ta]({3 » Monotonous tasks patiently
ingly g ten'. personal desires unfalter-
""Wthir:3 aside. How strange it is that
Scarredg S0 battered, so worn, so pattle-
Dossess as grandmother’s hands should
art? yUpagooce beyond the reach ©
beautif nselfish love, that greatest of all
H ers, has wrought the miracle.
ﬂin(?nsl,sl'—;ho?v much they express of the
ises thmi t?llrect,s them, the 'soul thad!:
—Young ’1;.80;12.931"’- that inspires them

eAagg}l, Who was young said, “I want to

i unstlar} sometime, but I do not

o ,, 21 the joy taken out of my life

tian I'prhat was her view of the Chris-

Chri tl'?e. What was her picture ©
5t7 Was it a fair one?

* %x x

;Nhift we call luck,
S simply pluck
doing things over and over;
gourage and will,
" erseverance and skill,
re the four leaves of lck’s clover.

And
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What Christianity Means to
Russian Youth
PAuL HUTCHINSON

(A very informing article under the above
title appeared in a rceent number of the “Ep-
worth Herald.” Believing it to be of interest
to many of our people, we are publishing the
greater portion herewith. Editor's Note.)

What, the editor of “The Epworth
Herald” asks me, do young Russians think
of religion? And the answer must be,
Not much. If you ask the young Rus-
sians themselves, in most cases the an-
swer will be a contemptuous laugh. Re-
ligion? Why, religion is the opiate of
the people. Religion is the stronghold
of superstition. Religion is the shelter
of grafting priests. Religion is the agent
of reaction. Religion is a sham.

Thus, vou understand, speak today's
young Russians. And by young Russians
I mean not only the members of the
Young Pioneers and the Comsomol, the
official organizations for communist
youth, but the overwhelming majority
of all Russians, whether they count them-
selves communists or not, and whether
they live in the cities or not. Through-
out Russia generally, youth is noisily
eager to proclaim its atheism.

If you read those two fine books by
Maurice Hindus, “Broken Earth” and
«Humanity Uprooted’—the most satis-
factory books on contemporary Russia
available in English—you will remember
his account of this prevalent atheism on
the part of the growing Russian genera-
tian. Hindus is an American, born in
Russia, who has spent his recent vaca-
tions wandering about that country, vis-
iting his old home and every other part
of the U. 8. S. R. As ht_: wandered, he
tried to start people talking. One sure
method was to ask them about religion.
Everywhere he reports a_bmsterous athe-
jsm proclaimed Dby the young _people.
And with it goes & loud mcre_duhty t_hat
any rational being could possibly believe
in the existence of God. )

Last summer, when in Moscow, I
talked with American newspaper corre-
spondents there abou't f:he same ques-
tion. They were 2 unit in believing that
the government has been more Success-
ful in its efforts to make young atheists
than in its efforts to make _youngh 301:;:-
munists. ‘“You can go out m_to ”t e v;£
lages, as I have time an‘El again,” one o
those Americans SaiC, and w}}eref y;u
may not find 2 single m.embg of the
Comsomol (the organization for com-

i n 16 and 22-years of age),
munists betwee e Sty

fi
;)Enzt;:{? i,tle:r]gry ten of th%'young people
maintaining their athelsmﬁ . "
xperience in Russia w 00
lixrlrili?;dmﬁ emgke my testimony worth
much. But I must confess that the young
Russians I met were with one excep-
tion, atheists. And the ch.t_lrch_es I vis-
ited were conspicuously lacking in youth-
ful attendants. Tpere are young I.)E(.)ple
in Russia who cling to their religious
faith. But they are hard to find.
This is partly cau'se_d, E)f' course, by
the open attack on rehg}on in the schools.
The government, which is avowedly

atheistie, is leaving no stone unturned to
root religion out of the soil of Russian
life. In all large towns there are anti-
religious museums, which make an im-
pressive display of the trickery, the graft,
and the vice which were connected with
certain parts of the old Orthodox church
in tsarist days. In every school there is
a daily period given to the teaching of
atheism. No person can join the com-
munist party—which is the same as say-
ing that no person can look forward to
an important career—who does not deny
all religious faith. Lecturers go about
the country, carrying the attack on re-
ligion to the most remote hamlets. Athe-
istic articles and pamphlets are distrib-
uted everywhere.

Naturally, all this has had its effect.
But I am inclined to believe that there
would have been a decided swing away
from religion on the part of Russia’s
present younger generation even if the
government had maintained a neutral
position. When you consider the position
of religion in Russia you must remember
that, in nearly a thousand years, it has
been exactly what the soviet authorities,
in Marxian phrase, have proclaimed it—
an opiate of the people. It has kept a
terribly exploited people quieseent,
drugged, while a brutal and licentious
aristocracy wallowed in luxury. The
priest, claiming to possess the keys of
heaven and hell, and acting as an accred-
ited agent of the tsar, traded on the
superstition, ignorance and animalism of
the peasant. ~The result was that re-
ligion, as the masses of Russians became
to know it, was a compound of theolog-
ical ideas at least a thousand years too
old, sonorous ceremonials without ethical
significance, and a general hoodwinking
and exploitation of the common people.

.All that was necessary to bring a ter-
rific reaction against all this was the in-
troduction of something approaching
modern education. The communists did
not need to introduce the teaching of
atheism into their public schools; a little
modern history and science would have
d'one the trick just as well. Young Rus-
sians, opening text books such as young
Americans have studied for years, soon
came to see that if the things that these
1_;extbooks said about the world, its mak-
ing ar_ld its processes, were true, then
the Fhmgs that the priests said could not
possubly be true. And from a disbelief
m'the truth of the priest, it was an in-
evitable step to disbelief in the reality
of the God, in whose name the priest
claimed to speak.

That is what is really at the bottom of
the present reaction against religion
among the young people of Russia—mo-
dern education. Education is a major
enthusiasm of the soviet government.
Under the old regime, government and
church combined to keep the children of
the common people just as ignorant as
po§s1b1e. Under the new order, every-
thing possible is done to provide a com-
plete education for the children of the
\wgrker.. And modern education is cer-
tam_ly incompatible with everything the
ancient church ever taught. Hence, I

‘ 13

think it ean be expected that atheism
will grow more rather than less general
during the next few years in Russia.

Of course, this does not mean that
there are not young people who have
found a basis for faith. There are said
to be some fifteen million Russians who
belong to religious groups outside the
Orthodox Church. Some of them are
members of Russian sects that have split
off from the old chureh, such the Old
Believers. Some are descendants of
Protestants who came into the country
from Holland and Germany and Scan-
dinavia in the days of Catherine the
Great, such as the Mennonites. Some are
in Protestant sects that have grown up
in Russia, such as the Baptists. Some
are Jews. Some are Roman Catholics.

And in all these groups, the young
people have shown a strong loyalty to
their religion in these days of the com-
munist regime. Indeed, the government
folt forced to take drastic repressive
measures against the young people’s so-
cieties of several of these evangelical
churches when it found, about a year
ago, that they were growing faster than
the official Comsomol. Because of that
repression, which is extremely severe at
present, these young people are today
forced to hold their religious faith very
quietly. But that they have it, the gov-
ernment itself is the best witness.

A great deal is being written about
the severity of the treatment now being
accorded religion in Russia. I have writ-
ten some of this myself. It is easy to
appeal for the sympathy of Christians
and Jews in other lands to be extended
to their harrassed fellow-believers in the
U. S. S. R. But, along with our sym-
pathy, there should go recognition that
the present situation is not wholly a ca-
lamity. It is a calamity for individuals,
beyond question. But it is likely to have
some beneficial results in the long run.
It is at least clearing the ground of the
obscurantist theology and the lifeless
ceremonialisms of the old church. It is
casting out a lot of ancient rubbish that
had to be cast out before there was room
in Russia for anintelligent and vital con-
ception of God.

Bill and His Evenings

Among a list of questions which a
prominent New York business man wants
to ask Bill Jones, a high-school grad-
unate, when Bill comes to apply for a job,
is this: “What do you do evenings?”

On first thought we might say that
the business man has no right to expect
an answer to that question. But when
we consider the matter further, we con-
clude that how Bill spends his evenings
is of some concern to the man who thinks
of employing him. Bill's efficiency on
“the morning after the night before” is
important. If the activities of the eve-
ning indicate that Bill will be less effi-
cient the next morning, the prospective
employer will be warned. But if he sees
that Bill's hours are being used for self-
improvement, he has every assurance
that Bill will be a good risk.
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Our Devotional Meeting

February 9, 1930
Ways of Studying the Bible
20 im., 8:14-17; 2:1b.

During the next few weeks Bible study
is to be stressed. As young people we
are often woefully ignorant of the Bible.
But the Bible is of no use to us if we do
not know it. In that case, it’s like a
dark lantern left at home in the shed.
Such a lantern can never be a lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our path. Per-
haps many young people realize their
need of a better knowledge of the Bible,
but how shall this knowledge be gained?
What is the best method of studying the
Bible?

There is a right and a wrong way to
do everything, and there must be a right
way to study the Bible. And that sug-
gests the thought that we must study it
first of all in the right spirit. If a man
reads the Bible merely to discover some
supposed mistakes, it will do him more
harm than good. And to read the Bible
as literature, as you would any other
book—can hardly be called the best
method. A eritical spirit spoils all Bible
study. Read it prayerfully and with a
sincere desire to learn all that it has to
teach, and you will soon be surprised at
the wealth of information and revelation
it gives you. Don’t try to critic'ze the
Bible, but let the Bible criticize you.

And as far as methods of study are
concerned, each one must discover his
own method. David cannot fight in
Saul’s armor, and you, perhaps, can’t use
to an advantage the methods some one
else employs. It is also advisable to vary
your method from time to time. Study
entire books, not merely a text or a chap-
ter here and there. Then study the lives
and characters of the great men and
women of the Bible. And again, pursue
certain doctrines through the Bible. Ask
yourself, just what does the Bible teach
on the right use of wealth or Sabbbath
observance, ete. But above all, try to
understand every word as you read it.
If you do that, the Bible will soon be-
come a new book to you.

February 16, 1930

Lessons from John’s First Epistle
1 John 1:5-10; 3:1-3.

In this meeting we are to have an
opportunity to use one of the methods of
Bilbe study suggested last Sunday—
studying a whole book at a time. Every-
one should read the entire epistle of John
at one sitting. This can be done in less
then 20 minutes, Then re-read it as
often as time will permit and after your
mind has bheen saturated with the
thoughts of this epistle, try and tell what
legsons you have found in it. Perhaps a
little suggestion will help along this line.

H. R. Schroeder

After you have read this little letter
several times, you will notice that cer-
tain wo;ds and expressions oceur again
and again in almost every chapter. These
may be called key-words. Underline them
as you discover them. They will help
you to get at the real meaning of the
apostle’s thought. One such word is th;
word know. "Hereby we know that we
know him” (2:3). We know and more
than that, we know that we know. Here
we have assurance made doubly suye
The apostle doesn’t say, “We suppose 01:
we hope or we have al] reason to belieye ”
but “we know that we know hixr;" G,
through the entire epistle and nn;te alc{
the texts where the word know oceurs

It will st : d
fu]l.‘;l strengthen your faith wonder-

Another expression that oc i
; cu
frequently is the phrase “if e r:a;]'}nte
“he that saith.” Chapt, 1:6: “If we o
that we have fellowship with him.usv
? .

sinned;” 2:4; 2:6; 2:9 and 4.

such passages. These ver:ész ‘l:r;ein(:jther
that it is comparatively easy to m k L
sorts of professions, hyt the pro: e.a“
must be verified by our daily acﬁe§5}on
False profession is dangeroug Thvmes'
who lives in sin and knows it‘ is oe i
the Gos;_nel appeal, but the m;m W%Jlen to
ceives himself, is really robbin h‘o de-
of an opportunity to be sayeq- Ilén Balr
want to know whether or A you
a true Christian, just Jook at yoﬁf“ are
conduct, your actions wijl Speak daily
than your professions. louder

Try and discover

S0
of this sort in this gh gl

essons

: ort epi
w:l_l agree that it ig abﬁ;’;:ﬁi‘l and yoy
while to study the Bible ip this agorth

February 23, 1930
The Value _of the Bible for
Non-Christian Nationg
Isa, 55:8-11; Luke 8:11-15

The Bible has alr
into almost 850 diﬁeeiggtbleen tr
dialects. That ig 4 miraarllg
Who would ever think of trc <
otl'!er book into so many laans]
universality of the Bible in
proof for its inspiration
Bible has been given 4 2 trib
there it has invariably had be or nation
ficient results. It hag broy het mosﬁ bene-
ment and freedom t Peogle enlighten.
enslaved by ignorance ni Who wera
and age-old customs, herevsup"rstit;l}n
h‘as gone it has createq , ner th? Bible
tion. All those countyieg th EW Civilizg.
as backward coy at are knowy

Ntrieg
where the Bible isp't knm?,-;e Countrieg

AT!(I the B]ble hgg
derful effect upon theal;v

anslateq
Uages anq
In jtse]f,
ating an

Buages? The
8 Just anothey
Whereyey the

ays haq g v
on-
aTactep of thDSe

who read it. Cannibals and head-hunters
have been redeemed and made to live to-
gether as brothers. Lazy and shiftless
nomads have been filled with a spirit of
ambition and thrift. Ignorant men have
been awakened so that they want to learn
all they possibly can. Those who wal-
lowed in the mire have been cleansed and
enabled to live a decent life, all because
they have been given the Bible, the
Word of God.

The Bible has the same value in all
lénds. It is worth just as much to In-
dia, China and Africa as it is to America-
T_hE Bible has given us our standard of
right and wrong, it has given us Ourf
ideals of life and conduet. It has spread
comfort and consolation among those
Who sorrow and mourn. Above all, it
has shed a wonderful light upon the
great hereafter,

Surely we wouldn't want to miss !;h_ese
blessings, life wouldn’t be worth living
Without them, Non-Christian people have
the same needs that we have. They 1008
for the same enlightenment, the sameé
comfort and hope that we have. An
these blessings can only be brought to
them as the Bible is given them in their
own tongue. The Bible is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, ete:
The snow and rain are sure to produce
abundant crops, and so the Word of God
Will never return void. Don't fail to £1V€
a liberal offering on our Bible Day fof

the spread of the Bible throughout the
world,

March 2, 1930
Faith and What It Does
Heb. 11:1-10, 32-38.
(Consecration Meeting)

We needn’t waste any time trying in
DProve the necessity of faith. A certan;
degree of faith lies at the basis of all ©
our activities, You have faith in ¥yOUT
Milkman, otherwige you wouldn’t buy i
milk of him, The whole business WOT.
'S built upon faith. It wouldn’t be POS-
sible to carry on any of our present-Cay
Industries if men had no faith in €3¢
other, Marriage would be impossrlble'
schools could never be maintained
churches would soon disintegrate, in 2%
the whole civilized world soon collapse x

€re were no such thing as faith 11 X
world, We live by faith, we apply /i 0
all the activities of life, then why 1ot 'gh
a step further and actually walk by Ak
n the spiritual realm?

But someone may ob‘ect and sa¥y _that]»
When we talk ahout religious and spiritud
t}.m‘gs’ we find that there are SO man!r:
diffevent kinds of fajth. Ome man DE
'°¥es one thing, and another something
entirely different and a third has still

February 1, 1930 -

different creed. What is faith and what
does it do for us?

In our Scripture lesson we have per-
haps the only definition of faith in the
Bible. - The apostle says, “Now faith is
the assurance of things hoped for, a con-
viction of things not seen.” Faith deals
first of all with things hoped for. Of
course it doesn’t include every trivial
hope that some may cherish. If a girl
hopes for a new hat for Easter, she will
need some cash and not only faith if she
is to get it. But “things hoped for” re-
fers to a great hope that fills the human
heart, the hope of salvation, of life after
death, of an inheritance laid up in
heaven. Faith gives substance to these
hopes. And then mostly faith deals with
“things not seen.” Some say, Seeing is
believing, but that isn’t true. It would
be truer to say, “Believing is seeing.”
There is a world that ecan be seen.
Houses, lands, automobiles, money can be
seen. But there is also an unseen world
that can only be perceived through faith.
A man of faith is just as sure of the
unseen world as he is of the present vis-

‘ible world.

The apostle gives some concrete ex-
amples of faith, some living illustrations,
and after you have studied them, you can
form your own definition. Noah believed
God and built the ark. Abraham believed
and he went out, ete. Faith and action
always go together. If your faith doesn't
control your whole life you have no real
faith at all.

A Quiet Talk With God Each Day
Daily Bible Readers’ Course

Feb. 3-9. Ways of Studying the Bible.
2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2:15.

“ 3, Studying the Bible Intellec-
tually. Luke 1:1-4.

“ 4, Studying the Bible Devotion-
ally. Ps. 119:129-135.

“ 5 Studying the Bible Intellig-
ently. Neh. 8:4-8.

« g, Studying the Bible Systema-

tically. Aects 17:10-12.
« 7 Studying the Bible Regularly.
2 Tim. 3:14-17.

« 8. Studying the Bible Prayer-
fully. Ps. 119:33-40.

« 9 Studying the Bible for Spirit-
ual Growth. Ps. 19:7-11.

« 10-16. Lessons from John's First
Epistle. 1 John 1:7-10; 3:
1-8.

“ 10. God Our Loving Father. 1

John 3:1. 2.

“ 11. Christ Our Divine Savior. 1
John 1:1-3; 2:1, 2.

“ 12, All Sin May Be Forgiven. 1
John 1:5-10.

“ 13, Abiding in Christ and Eternal
Life. 1 John 2:24-29.

“ 14. Obedience the Test of Disciple-
ship. 1 John 2:3-6.

« 15, Love the Motive of Christian-
ity 1 John 4:7-10.

“ 16, Brotherly Love the Essence of

Christian Living. .1 John 4:
11-21. ‘
« 1793, The Value of the Bible for

Non-Christian Nations. Isa.

55:8-11; Luke 8:11-15.

Who Is God? Acts 17:22-31.
What Is Man? Gen. 1:26-28;
Heb. 2:5-12.

Feb. 17.
o 18

% 19, The Nature of Sin. 1 John 3:
4-12, ?

“ 20. The Way of Salvation. Rom.
5:1-11.

“ 21," The Only Savior. 1 John 4:11-
21.

“ 23, The Purpose of Life. 1 John
5:13-24,

“ 23, Hope for the Future. John 14:
1-11.

“ 924-March 2. Faith and What It
Does. Heb. 11:1-10. 32-38.

“ 924, Faith and Living. Matt. 6:
25-34.

“ 25. Faith and the Home. Deut.
4:9-14.

“ 926. Faith and Business. 1 Chron.
28:20. 21.

“ 27, Faith and School. Prov. 8:
1-11.

“ 28. Faith in God. Ps. 27:1-14.

March 1. Faith in Christ. John 3:14-

17.

“ 2. Faith in the Future. Rev. T:
9-17.
New Books

(Order all books through German Baptist
Publication Society, Cleveland, O .)

The Missionary Education of Inter-
mediates, Mabel Gardner Kerschner,
A. M. Missionary Education Movement,
N. Y., Publishers. p. 184. $1 00.

This is an attractive book in its plan,
in its contents and in its outward make-
up. It is the latest in the Leader’'s Hand-
book Series published by the Missionary
Education Movement, in which the prin-
ciples and methods of missionary educa-
tion are outlined and adapted to the
various age-groups of the Church school.
Previous titles refer to the missionary
education of beginners, primary children
and juniors. The present volume by Mrs.
Kerschner opens with an illuminating
chapter on “The Intermediate” and then
ably carries out its purpose in succeed-
ing chapters to show that missions can
be made interesting to young people, and
that it can be presented as a challenging
concern that belongs to young people who
are just joining the church and have a
desire to take their share in the work.
'I:here is a wealth of practical sugges-
tions for the Sunday school worker and
teacher on this vital subject. It makes

a worth-while addition to the workers'
library.

Five Missionary Lives. A study in
comparative biography for boys and
girls of High School age. T. H. P. Sailer.
Missionary Education Movement, N. Y.
Single copy 15 cts., per dozen $1.00.

This pamphlet of 22 pages presents a
plan that was originally tried out in a
New Jersey Sunday school with pupils of
grades 9, 10 and 11. It can be used by
the leader of a departmentized school.
Its purpose is to lead the pupils by as-
signment of study to do independent work
which will help them master a helpful
acquaintance of inspiring missionary
lives.
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Under Head-Hunter's Eyes. Alva C.
Bowers. The Judson Press, Philadelphia.
248 pages. $2.00.

A fine example of a modern mission-
ary book. The story is by one who spent
twenty-five years among the people of
Assam and Bengal and has something
worth while to say. It is the story of
one who has been in intimate touch with
the people high and low, with those
whose lives have been tansformed by
Christ and with those who are still wild
and fettered by strange and barbaric
customs. It is a colorful motion-picture
of Assam. Head-hunters and Head-hun-
ter diggers and tiger hunts are vividly
portrayed. Above all the victories of the
eross. Many fine illustrations add inter-
est to the story. Again, we say, it is a
splendid type of the missionary book that
will captivate the attention of young and
old.

The Soul-Winner’s Guide. Robert Lee
Berry. The Warner Press, Anderson,
Ind. 128 pages. 75 cents.

The author of this book has spent many
years in practical soul-winning work and
out of his practical experience has penned
this practical and inspirational little vol-
ume. It is arranged for use in Sunday
school classes or personal evangelism
classes and has material for 13 Sundays
or a complete quarter. It justifies its
claims to be a suitable text book for a
comprehensive study of soul-winning.
The earnest reading of this handy pocket
size volume will kindle the pastor’s or
Sunday school teacher's heart in prepa-
ration for the pre-Easter evangelistic
meetings.

Miscellaneous Notes on Old Testament
Topics. Barnard C. Taylor. The J uc{son
Press, Philadelphia. 100 pages $1.25.

Prof. Taylor has sp-nt nearly ﬁft.y
vears in teaching the Old Testament in
two seminaries and is eminently qualified
to write on all matters connected there-
with. Here is a large sheaf of explana-
tory and expository notes gathered from
his ripe study of the O-Id Testament._ A
brief treatment of the idea of the King-
dom of God is included as vgell as a chap-
ter on Homiletical Suggestions.

® & ®

1f we would have more _thrills.to !:‘ne
minute, we must use the minutes in high
end noble adventure.
* s =

Look to God for strength each morning
and others will look into your face and
catch the heavenly vision.

= L »

An Englishman, an Irishman and a
Scotchman were planning a picnie. Said
the Englishman, “I will bring the food!”
Said the Irishman, “I will bring the
drink!” Said the Scotchman: “I will
bring my brother!”—The Christian Ad-
vocate.

L ® L]

Teacher: ““Now, Gracie, you may tell
the class what it is that elephants have
that no other animal has.”

Gracie: “Little elephants.”
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A Short Resume of the Book of
Genesis for the Busy Folk
LILLAN KxAUSE

In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth, and the earth was
without form, and God made it, the sun,
the moon and the stars, which gave the
earth light by day and by night. Then
God madé great whales and every living
creature that moved, and blessed them
upon the earth. Last of all God created
man in his own image and gave him do-
minion over the birds of the air, the fish
of the sea and all living creatures, and
all creeping things that creepeth on the
earth. God then called the man by name,
Adam, and made him a help-meet, Eve;
putting them into the Garden of Eden,
God asked them to obey him, by not
eating of the fruit of the tree of knowl-
edge of good and evil, although they had
access to all the other fruits of the gar-
den. But they disobeyed God, thereby
bringing sin into the world, causing God
to punish them. Two sons were given
unto them, Cain and Abel, but soon
jealousy grew between them, and Cain
killed his brother Abel, causing God to
curse him from the face of the earth.

Soon the wickedness of man grew
heavily upon the earth and God found
but one just man, Noah. God asked Noah
to build an ark for he was going to de-
stroy the whole earth. It was then done
as God commanded, and all entered into
the ark. God shut the door so that no
man could open it, and caused the skies
to pour forth their rains for forty days
and forty nights; until all living ceased
upon the earth., Then the Lord blessed
Noah and his sons, and the earth grew
and the people multiplied, and was of one
language and one speech. The people
said to one another, “Let us build a city
and a tower, whose top shall reach into
the heavens, lest we be scattered abroad
upon the face of the earth.” But G_od
soon put a stop to their building, causing
their language to be changed, so that they
could not understand one another, then
they were compelled to stop building the
tower.

The Lord called Abram and blessed
him, for he was rich and PTOSPErous.
Abram journeyed with Lot until by their
choice of lands they were separated, Lot
taking the plains of Jordan and Abram
going to the east in the land of Canaan.
God made a covenant with Abram, telling
him he would be richly blessed, that his
name should be changed to Abraham. A
son was then promised to Sarah, Abra-
ham’s wife, by God, who also said that
all nations of the earth would be blessed
in him.

At about this time the sins of Sodom
and Gomorrah became so grievous and
heavy, that the Lord sought to destroy
it, but first warned Lot and his family
in time so that they could make their
escape. The Lord did as he said, letting
fire and brimstone destroy the entire
city and all its inhabitants. Lot’s wife
turned back to get one last look at the
city, and she was immediately turned to
salt. Isaac was then born, as had been
promised; God then telling Abraham to

take his beloved son Isaac and offer him
as a burnt offering. Abraham prepared
to do so but God called him in time, tell-
ing him to spare his son; for he had
seen that it was sufficient, and that
Abraham was a God-fearing man, will-
iélg‘d to do what he was commanded of
od.

Isaac married Rebeccah, and they were
blessed with two sons, Esau and Jacob.
Esau sold his birthright for a bit of
food to his brother Jacob, Before his
death Isaac sought to bless his son Esau
but was deceived by Jacob and his schem-
ing mother, who so contrived that Jacob
received the blessing. Jacob had a dream
of a ladder extending into heaven, with
angels ascending and descending it
After he woke from his sleep he kne“;
that God was with him, so he made 3
vow and said, “The Lord shall be my
God and I will go in peace to my father's
house again.,” Esan forgave his brother
Jacob and received him with great joy.

Among Jacob’s twelve sons were Jo-
seph and Benjamin, Joseph being wise
was able to interpret dreams which mad(;
his b_rotht.ars jealous of him. The sought
to kill 1}11’1’1, but Reuben, the eldest of
t}}em, said, “Let us not kill him, but cast
him to the bottom of this Pit,” and ag
_they were reasoning among themselyeg
it h.appened that the Ishmaelites were or;
their way to Egypt, and hig brethren
thought it well to gel] Joseph to them
Johseph hwas then brought inte E ¢
where he prospered, for
with him, but soon he was tl}alL(:t %'?rdri:ras
although he had done no wrongp (I){%

then began to interpret d ile j
prison. L Tule

it. Joseph's fame havin
the walls of the prison,
Joseph skilfully read

found favor in Pharao’s eyes

he was made highest rulgr t’afw’?heere{modn
next to the king himgelt. So it }e:.n :
pened as Joseph had foretold of the -
mine, it reached over g the s
the people soon came to buy ¢
had wisely stored it away
years.

& spread outside
he sent for him.
the dream, apq

orn, for he
for the lean

» but th i

Jo.;;eph, thinking that he exzadld By
ruler over the land. Joge

corn and told.them the nf::}:t g;?r\;)e t'zlhem
must bring their other brothey Withethefn

for he wished to see hj )
aflon. sl dree years,m youngest brothey

Although it grieveq

their father, Jacob

might be food obtaj L there
made himself knownnig.hi;&il};s}f Joseph
asked them to bring thejr aged fren ahd
t_he land of Goshen, gq that tp athe_r to
live together. Jacob came o Tt
lived in plenty until i de,a:}tnd they
upon Joseph comforteq his bro;hWhere-
saying, “Fear not, fop I am iy t'h ers hy
of God, and I will nourigh yoy o'¢. Place
ing he spoke kindly to. thew o0 suy-
lived to see his childrep blesseq Jose-ph
at a ripe old age, being burieq i
of Egypt. n the lang
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An “If” for Youth
ALAN I, BAIN

If you can live as youth today is living
And keep your feet at such a dizzy

pace;
If you can greet life’s subtleties with
candor
And turn toward all its cares a smil-
ing face;
If you can feel the pulse of youthful
vigor
Beat in your veins and yet yourself
subdue;
If you can see untruth knee-deep about
You
Ang still to God and home and self be
true;

If you can cross the brimming flood of
folly
And dip not from the stream to quench
Your thirst;
f you can note life’s changing scale of
values
And still in your own life keep first
things first;
If you can feel the urge to disobedience
Yet yield yourself to conscience’ rigid
Tule;
If you can leave untouched the fruit for-
bidden
And daily learn in virtue’s humble

school ;

f you can play the game of life with
honor

And, losing, be inspired to strive the
more;

f you can teach men how to live life
better .
The world will beat a foot-path to your
door.
—Exchange.

Stones and the Ten Command-
ments
The story is told of a man who en-
countered a stone breaker one morning.
After saying a cheery “good morning
the Pedestrian stopped to converse fur-
ther with the workman.
“You have a bhig j £ youor
g job ahead of ¥
day, my gooq man, breaking all those
stones,” he said.
i} “That I have, sir; for these stones are
ike the Ten Commandments,” was the
reply.
_ “Like the Ten Commandments?” ques-
tioned the pedestrian,
“Yes, like the Ten Commandments:
OU can go on breaking them, but yo8
“4n never get rid of them,” replied the
stone breaker.
IAnd his stone-pile philosophy was right-
e have gone on breaking the Ten
°mmandments, but they have never beert
able to get rid of them.

. A Christian is one who is trying
live his life on Chris?;’s plan. He obeyﬁ
8t plan, whether he understands it &
or not. He follows Christ’s scale of ;
:es and not the world’s decisions abot
. e desires above all things

Taw closer to hig Master.



