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A Gilt-Edge Security 
J HA VE a deep appreciation of the value 

of the Sunday school in the life of a na
tion for the following reasons: 

I believe the world has gone astray, and 
needs the infusion of high moral and spir
itual qualities into all its relationships
personal, social, industrial, political, na
tional and internatio,'lal. 

I believe there is no surer way to acpieve 
this result than by purifying the springs of 
youth. 

I believe that the Sunday school is the 
finest agency for this purpose. 

I believe that if the Sunday school had 
the full support of all men and women of 
good will, it would soon be possible to allay 
the anxiety of the statesmen who declare 
that the moral and spiritual progress of 
mankind is not keeping pace with its scien
tific and material advancement. 

If I were beginning life again I would as 
a patriot, back the Sunday school as a gilt
edge security. 

-Edward Sharp, Kent, England. 

'" 
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What's Happening 
Rev. C. Fred Lehr closed his pastor

ate at t he Shaker Square church, Cleve
land, at the end of October after a min
istry of something like nine years. 
During this incpmbency the present 
beautiful church edifice was erected. 

Thomas Lutz, Jr., a recent graduate 
of our seminary at Rochester and who 
continued his studies at the University, 
has accepted the call of our Geary 
County, Kansas, church and is settled 
on his new field. It is our hope that this 
first pas torate will enjoy the favor of 
God and be enduring. 

Pastor Friedrich Mindrup of the Green
ville church, Texas, died after a pro
tracted illness November 11. He was 
graduated from the Rochester Seminary 
in 1910, since which time he has served 
several churches, accepting his last 
charge in 1924. May the God of all 
comfort be the support of the bereaved! 

Budget Receipts for the first three 
months of the new triennium are encour
aging and are cheering the hearts of 
our officers at Forest Park. Our people 
are doing better, which fact indicates 
that their income-ability bas improved and 
a greater interest has been laid upon 
their hearts. The receipts were fully 
four thousand dollars better than for the 
corresponding period in 1931. This i s 
stimula ting for our entire constituency. 

General Missionary Secretary William 
Kuhn spent the greater part of Novem_. 
ber on the P acific coast, making an ex
tensive tour of visitation of our churches. 
After taking part in the associational 
meeting at Anaheim he passed through 
California and Oregon into British Co
lumbia to bring encouragement to the 
Vancouver church. The work at the 
la tter point is enjoying a season of accel
er ated a ct ivity. According to recent 
r eports t he services ther e are well at
tended crowded audiences attending t he 
ministry of Brother J. C. Schweitzer. 

Missionary Paul Gebauer is passing 
through our churches in whirlwind 
fashion, impressing our people wi th the 
vastness and worthwhileness of the mis
sion to the Cameroons, which is jointly 
foster ed by the Baptists of Germany and 
the German Baptists of America. A new 
interest has been focused on this field 
by his sane appraisal of proper approach 
and conduct of the work. After visiting 
t he E ast a nd spending much of Novem
ber in the rniddlewest and Texas he de
votes December to the P acific coast . 
Our people should, by a ll means, h ear 
him-this P aul to the t ribes of Western 
and Inter ior Afr ica. 

P astor E . ]. Baumgartner, Dayton, 0., 
has completed h is lecture tour of the 
Central Conference. Wherever he went 
he was enthusiastically received. The 
well-prepared graphs worked out by t h is 
analyst of our denominat ional history 
carried conviction with t hem. It was 

repeatedly deplored that they .could not 
be shown to all our churches. The sug
gestion is made that other churches ap
ply, on occasion, for this lecture. It is 
j ust the thing for our young people's 
institutes and a ssemblies. 

Another feature of this tour of visita
tation was the book e.xhibit furnished by 
the Publication House and which was 
put on display at each point included in 
the itinerar y. Many were the surprises 
expressed at the attractive books and 
holi<iay wares viewed by many for the 
first time. The loyal Dayton church has 
r endered a wider ministry by granting 
their P.asto.r this leave of absence. That's 
denommational co-oper ation. 

"The Baptist Herald" will very soon 
~omplete. its twelfth year of service. It 
is saddemng to think that t he first editor 
was obliged to lay down his pen so ab
ruptly to answer the summons to his 
bet~er home. But ~is career was brought 
to its consummation. The intervening 
~um?ers are bei~g gotten out by the pub
lic~t1on office with the aid of the P ubli
cation Board, eagerly awaiting the as
sumption of his editorial control by the 
Genereal Secretary-elect Martin L 
Leus~hner who will enter upon the rol~ 
of friend to the youth at the beginning 
of the new year. To be more accurate 
t h.e first issue of th~ "~erald'' for 1935 
will beai' ·the new ed1tor1al impress which 
means that the planning and t he chang
ing will h ave taken form several weeks 
before the publication date. We confi
dently believe the new "Herald" will have 
a strong appe~l. Ther e should be a host 
of new subscribers enrolled before that 
time. 

Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Kankakee, Ill. 

We have just concluded a series of 
s ix Sunday .. ni? ht Il.lustrated Lecture
Sermons on Five Crises in the Life of 
Jesus" and "The Greatest Question · 
the World." The slides are reprodu

1

c~ 
tions of the best work of the world 's 
master artists and the lectures present 
the earthly life of J esus from a new and 
helpful ~iewpoint. Our orchest ra, which 
was r evived for these services, will con
t inue to add new inspiration to our Sun
day evening meetings. Our attendance 
avera ged 105 for the six nights , and the 
added offerings more than paid f or the 
expense of r ent ing the s lides, the cost 
of which was only $10 for the six sets . 
The express charges are extra. If any 
of our pastor s are in ter ested in these 
lectures t hey may addr ess "The New 
Idea Servi ce System," 312 E. Wisconsin 
Ave., Milwaukee, Wis., for information. 

GEORGE HENSEL. 

News from the Rio Grand e Valley 
A successfu l mission is conducted by 

the churches of Texas at Donna. Here 
a small number of God's children have 
been gathered, and though they are 

without a pas tor, they are very loyal 
and do good work. T he Mission Board 
of t he Texas Conference has arr anged 
with the ministers of the various churches 
in the conference to visit the group at 
Donna from time to time. On Novem
ber 11 Brother W. H. Buenning bapt ized 
five young converts. During the visit of 
Brother Ehrhorn and Brother Gossen 
several of the young people took their 
s tand for Christ. Brother Chester Buen
ning, the newly elected Council member 
for the Texas Young P eople's and Sun
day School Worker s ' Union, a lso paid us 
a visit and spoke very effectively to t~e 
young people. We thank God f~r ~is 
manifold blessings, the Texas M1ss10.n 
Board and the various brethren for their 
helpful service. D. W. HEIDLAND. 

Farewell at Martin, N. Oak. 
The member s of the church and Su.n~ 

day school of the Berlin Ger man Baptis 
Church met a t t he home of one of 0.ur 
member s to give a farew-ell surpnse 
party to our departing pastor, t~1e Rev
er end Karl Gieser and' hi s family. 

Brother Gieser !~bored seven and one-
. d · verY half years in our midst, omg 

1 commendable work in our Sunday schoo · 
We are indeed very sorry t o le~ the m 
go but wish them G'ocl 's blessmg on 
th~ir new field of labor witk t he churcli 
at Turtle Lake, N. Dak. . f 

At the close of a splendid evenmg 0 

Christian fellowship a p ract ical pres-
, · tor ent was handed to our departmg pas 

and Mrs. Gieser. 

A Correction 
By an unfortunate omission the name 

of Presiden t Nor manJ. Boehm a~ repr~ 
sentative of the Young Peoples a n 
Sunday School Workers' Union did ~ot 
a ppear on the official 01·der of service. 
published in connection w ith the memo
r ial service to the la te General S zcre
tary A. P. Mihm in t he last issue of the 
' Ba ptist Hera ld." It was wholly inad · 
vertent. In order to participate he f ound 
it necessary to fly from Detroit on a 
stormy day. His public t1·ibute was ex
ceedingly appropr iate a nd impressive. 
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Let the Laughter Out 

J UDGE HARRY BROKAW 

It takes a lot of courage 
To keep from feeling blue, 

And antidotes are needed 
To keep the spirits true; 

But when just loads of trouble 
Are locked within the heart, 

The man that keeps on smiling 
Oft plays the hero's part. 

Your friends may never know 
The effor t that it takes, 

To show a grin that's cheerful, 
And cover up the aches; 

But the wor ld cares not for trouble, 
It likes to see yo u smile, 

So if you're sad and gloomy, 
You'd better change your style. 

We find, somehow or oth er, 
A good wide healthy grin, 

Oft makes the best impression, 
And proves the chance to win. , 

I f you would make life cheerf ul, 
And put the foe to rout, 

You'd better touch the button 
That lets the laughter out . 

-Smfles and Sunshine. 

What Hitler Has Meant to Germany 
H . VON BERGE 

T his is t he second of Prof. von Bcrg c•s series on German con
ditio n s. The firSt number a ppeared in the issue of N ovember 15. 
There arc three <still to follow, ma king t he last nu m bers of t he " Her
ald' ' for th is y ear and t he first t wo in the new year of significant 
value. They ha ve grown out o f personal observat io n and arc t here -

fore more authen tic t han newspaper agitation. 

W E here in America do not like Hitlerism. It 
is contrary to all our American ideals. W e 

are a democratic people, and a dictatorship has no 
appeal to us. But Hitlerism frankly is a dictator
ship, and does not deny it. However, as Dr. John 
Bradbury in his report to the "Watchman-Exam
iner" about the recent Baptist World Congress h as 

ointed out, Germany has the kind of government 
~t wants. With about 90 % of its population it st ands 
~ehind Adolf Hitler and his pol.icy. In their official 
declaration our German Baptist bre~hren a t the 
C ·ess in Berlin have declared thell" confidence 
. onh~1 

and their loyalty to him. And to them it is 
in im · h' th · 

1 er just a matter of accept ing 1s eon es, 
no ~ng has now had a little more than a year of 
but e d opportunity to d'emonstrate what h e 

ower an · H P has in' mind and what he can and will do. e 
reallY

0 
longer just be laughed out of court as a po

ca~ nl b ffoon I confess that some months ago I 
Utica u · 

.. 

did a bit of that laughing myself, but little as I 
like Hit lerism to this day, "the inescapable fact ~e
mains that the Nazis must be r eckoned with 
whether the rest of the world likes it or not, that 
t he future of Europe largely rests in the hands of 
the ridiculed and r eviled Hitler" (Colonel E. Alex
ander Powell in "The Long Roll on the Rhine" ) · 
What has he 'done to merit such enthusiastic back-
ing by the German people? . 

He has restored order and confid ence in Ger
may. Before Hitler came into power, Germany 
was hopelessly party-torn. At the Reich~?g elec
tion of 1932 no less than 38 different pohtical par
t ies offered their candidates for election. There 
was no hope of permanency for any cabinet. There 
was no possibility of the adoption of any policy to 
solve the constantly mounting difficulties and prob
lems of the German people. Party was fight ing 
party not only by literature and orato~y but by ever 
recurring bloody street fights and n ots. ~nd all 
this hopeless division in the face of the ever tighten
ing wall of enemies around them. Th~re was no 
united front against the pressure from without . The 
German people had become utterly demoralized. 

• No one was safe on the streets after d1ark. There 
was corrupt ion in the government, a thing unknown 
in Germany before, and th ere was crime in t he 
a lleys and highways. All that is ended n ow. Crime 
has stopped. Corruption has been stopped. There 
is order, and there is absolute safety by day or by 
night. And there is confidence and there is new 
hope. That tremendous change has come about 
since Hitler came into power. There is simply no 
denying the fact of that great change. 

Hitler h as brought about the unification of Ger
many. For that her former enemies, especially 
Fra nce and Italy, do no t thank him. While before 
the war ther e was a German Reich, yet there wer e 
in that Reich or empire the elements of disintegra
tion. When in 1871 the empire was founded, it was 
done by t reaty bet ween the Nor th German F edera
tion and the South German States, bringing 26 s tates 
together into the new federation. But all the fed·er
a ted states r etained t heir autonomy, and the horde 
of kings, dukes, and princes r etained their sover
eignt ies. In the federation Prussia had the pre
dominance of power with its 62 % of the total ar ea 
of t he empire and 61 % of its total population. Un
der these conditions a genuine unity was impossible. 
All that is changed now. The k ings and grand 
dukes and dukes and princes ar e gone. There are 
no more kingdoms and duchies, etc. All Germany is 
divided into provinces which no longer conform to 
th e old state borders. Statth alters over these prov
inces are directly responsible to the central govern
ment. For t he first time in its history Germany is 
now completely united. And with a united Ger-



many the other powers from now on will have to 
r eckon. That has immensely sfrengthened its coun
cils of the nations. No lopger can it merely be dic
tated to. "It may be said that Adolf H it ler's place 
in history would ·be secure were his political career 
to end tomorrow without his having accomplished 
anything else" than the unification of Germany. 

Hitler stopped communism. Here in America we 
are not much worried about communism. We look 
upon it as a harmless political philosophy, something 
for academic discussion and debate. In Germany 
that was different. One of our pastors told me that 
in all the lar-ger cities of Germany howling mobs of 
communists were constantly parading through the 
streets with banners flying bearing the inscriptions : 
" Down with the churches !" "Down with religion!" 
"Down with the Christians !" W e do not hear much 
of that here in our country. But how dangerously 
real these threats were we can easily learn when 
we go to Russia and see what the communists may 
be expected to do where they have the power to do 
it. W e know from our own brethren in Russia 
whom we know by name and whom in days gone 
by we have supported in their missionary work with 
our contributions what they and their families have 
had to suffer and are still suffering. It is a story of 
heartless and bloody persecutions. Many have been 
arr ested and have never again been heard from. 
Other s have been shot down. Other s have been sent 
to Siberia for years of banishment from their own 
under conditions of extreme suffering. When com
munistic headquarter s were 'raided in · Germany it 
was discovered that many of the leaders of our 
Baptist brotherhood wer e marked to be shot. One 
of our pastor s who headed up a large deaconesses 
work in one of our large cities to ld me that he had 
been secretly and confidentially warned to secure 
civilian clothes for a ll his deaconesses, fo r they too 
had all been marked for purposes I must leave to 
the r eader 's guess. The r esolution adopted by our 
German brethren at the Congress spea ks of the sal
vation that God has brought through Hitler " in the 
eleventh hour." Some have sa id that it was the elev
enth hour and fifty-ninth minute, for the commun
istic r evolut ion was just about to be inaugurated 
and ever ything was r eady for it, when Hitler 
stopped it. One good brother over there told me he 
wondered wh ether t he world r ealized what it owed 
Hitler for having dammed up the westward sweep 
of the t idal wa ve of communism, for if Germany 
had gone communistic, there wo uld have been no 
stopping it in F rance and in Spain, a nd we would 
have f elt the impact here in America. That may be 
only too t r ue. 

What Hitler will mean for the economic life of 
Germany remains largely yet to be seen. F1·om our 
own experience with our President Roosevelt and 
his new deal we know how diffic ult it is to bring 
about a r adical cha nge in social and economic con
ditions i~ the br ief span of a year or two. But al
r eady Hitler has taken hold of the situation with a 
firm hand, and what has been accomplished are 
credita ble achievements. There are no beggars on 
the str eets of Germa ny; I ha ve not even seen those 
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who were selling lead pencils and shoe laces, a sup
terfuge for begging. There is no need of that, and 
so begging is forbidden. A supreme effort is made 
to provide work for every one who is able to work. 
Great public projects are undertaken for that pur
pose, such as the building of great arter ial high
ways, bridges, railroad lines, etc., etc. Those who 
are unemployed have a claim upon welfare assist
ance, which is allowed without question. Those 
P.hysically unaJ?le to work and the aged are pro
vided for. But none who can work and will not, 
h~s any claim on public charity. The;.e are no doles. 
Hitler's government promises that none need go 
hungry and none needs be homeless or without shel
ter; and the most earnest efforts are made to re
deem that promise. I am writing here from per
sona~ knowledge, for a number of people who are 
r7a.pmg the benefits of Germa ny's welfare pro
visi~ns are among my per sonal friends and ac
quamtances. 
. T.his then is sure, t hat Germany, ~hen it enthus
iastically backs up Hitler, does not do so because 
of fear, but because it believes in him and believes 
1~ ha~e the evidence that he is leading in the right 
irectio~. Our own brethren over ther e tell us that 

~hey b~heve God has given them Hitler in these dif-

L~ult 1times, as God had given the railsplitter Abe 
mco n to th A . · d h. . e meucan people when they n eede 

;m 1.n t~e time o.f their emergency. H istory maY 
he1

1
1
1
Jhustify them m their conviction er e many years 

s a ave gone by. 
Dayton, Ohio 

Stewardship of Time 
Th· GRACE KOESTER 

IS paper is one f . 
California Young p0 ~ ~ympos1um on "Stewardship," read at t he 

S
TEW A cope 8 Con ven tion held at L os Angeles in July. 

. d RDSHIP shou ld be considered in the 
tian.m~~ ~nd practiced in the life of ever y Chris
steward 1:;:_ only concerns money, but time also. A 
property i:~a~es the proper ty of another, and the 
edge God' his cas_e is time. Chr istians acknowl
ardship rn! ow~~rship of t heir lives, therefore stew
be a faithfu~ns ittl: to the unsa ved . We can neve.r 
we acknowle~·tewar d of the Lord Jesus Christ until 
a price. 1 C .ge the fact that w e were bought with 
your body . 

0
{-

6· 19, 20 : "What, know ye not th~t 
in you wh~\ he t emple of the Holy Ghost which is 
own ? 'F ic Ye have of God and ye are not your 
glorify G~~ ~e are bought with a price : th eref~re 
are God's." m your body and in your spirit, which 

God has give t 
day Ile n ° each of us twenty-four hours a 

· wants t · work par· t . us o spend part of that time in 
' m r ecre t· · · with him d . a ion and part in communication 

Here i~n C 1~ the .study of his H oly Word. 
temptation .t ahforn1a Christians have a gre at~r 
allotted t" ' 1 seems to me, to spend more than thell' 
beautifu l ~~·e for r ecreation. There are so manY 
us. w h ings to see that God' has provided for 

e ave th · y and a corn ~ ?cean and mountains to enJ O 
great out- rnon ahbi is, " I can worship God in t.h~ 
to be ~f-doors as Well as in church." It is easier 

com ortable in a n out-of-doors mountain r e-
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sort than perhaps listening to a dry sermon. If we 
only realize that our presence in a church on Sun
day stimulates the pastor and his sermon. He per
haps too would like to be sitting out on a ~~rk 
bench enjoying the cool out-of-doors and admmng 
the gorgeous scenery. He doesn't get much inspi
ration from empty church pews. If we would rea
lize the benefit we derive from a sermon on the 
kingdom of God and the food it means to our souls, 
the uplifting of our spirits from the humdrum of 
the everyday world, we would not deny ourselves 
the blessed privilege of attending a churcfi service. 

If we would but realize the benefit of daily prayer 
with our Lord, t he great power-plant, that is ever 
available and that ·we often take as a matter of 
fact and cast aside so easily, we would set asid~ 
each day a specific time, preferably the first hour 
in the morning, for communion with God. What a 
blessing w e would all enjoy and the worries that 
seem so enormous some times would be mere noth
ingness. So often, though, w e are so busy with other 
things and only have time to mumble a f ew words 
to God. Do you think he is necessarily plea'3ed 
with such neglect? We all can pray to God when 
we are in trouble or when things go wrong, but 
even non-Christians do that. But Christians should 
love to praise God and thank him when things ar e 
going smooth . Prayer is a thing that grows on one. 
First it may seem a duty, but after daily practice it 
becomes a privilege and a necessity that we can't 
live without. Don't underestimate this wond'erful 
gift that God has given us, but use it alw ays; the 
more we use it the more valuable it becomes. 

So often we find that the busiest people in this 
world are the ones who find the most time for 
prayer. 

According to widespread tradition, Martin Luther 
once said to his wife, "I have a particularly hard 
and busy day ahead of me ; therefore I shall spend 
three hours at the start of the day in prayer." 

It seems to me when a busy man, as Martin Luther 
probably was, found it necessary to spend three 
hours on a busy day at the throne of grace, would 
w e not profit by his example? I just wonder how 
many of us in this audience spend as much as three 
hours in prayer in one day. Even one hour is a 
long time for many of us to devote to daily prayer. 

The days that we ar e now living in are hard days 
for a ll of us and most of us believe that we are liv
ing in the last days before Christ's coming. H e has 
asked us to pray without ceasing during these times. 

When he comes will h e be able to say to each 
and every one of us, "Well done, thou good and 
.faithful ser vant : thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will ma ke thee ruler over many things, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" ? 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 

T HE magazine "Forbes" for August brings a 
ver y interesting article from which w e cop~ : 

J ohn D. Rockefeller , Jr., fo unds his m oney phil
osophy squar ely on biblical precepts. This largest 
of all givers accepts unabridged the t eachings of 
the Founder of Christia nity-the GoldE'n Rule; m an 

is his brother's keeper; we are but stewards of 
earthly wealth; riches are a most grave responsi
bility; their owners are strictly accountable for 
utilizing them for the greatest good of the greatest 
number; wealthy men are not entitled to indulge 
in a life of ease and pleasure. 

Rockefeller, Jr., goes down on his knees every 
morning and asks the Lord to help him fulfill worth
ily the unique opportunities opened up to him 
through control of the gigantic wealth entrusted 
to him by hjs father. And he prays each night 
that he might not have fallen too far short of meet
ing his r esponsibilities-for forgiveness for his 
failures. 

The most modest of men, John D., Jr., disclaims 
the slightest credit for his philanthropic activities; 
he is but striving to carry out his father's will and 
wishes with the means supplied wholly by his par
ent. "I have never earned a dollar,' ' he protests. 

The only credit he does in a way claim is for hav
ing "disappointed those who are quite cert ain every 
son of a rich man must prove an utterly worthless 
foo l." Glimpses of his philosophy : 

" Vast wealth is not a blessing, but a tremendous 
responsibility. 

"Wealth, when unwisely used, is likely to be a 
stone around a man's neck, a power for d estruc
tion. 

"The only· r eal justification for power is service. 
"I can conceive of nothing so unpleasant as a life 

devoted entirely to pleasure. 
"Many, many others are doing, in proportion to 

their means, quite as much as father and I are do
ing. I never for a moment regard our family's re
sources as merely a personal possession to be used 
or misused without accountability to anyone or to 
my Maker . 

"But it is all fascinatingly interesting ." 

Lloyd George's Prophecy 

D AVID LLOYD GEORGE, Great Britain's w ar
time Premier and lif e-long Baptist , r ecently 

said: "If the churches throughont Europe a nd 
America allow another v.">-ar to fructify t hey had 
better close their d oors." Dr. Michael H ok e, P resi
dent Roosevelt 's chief physician at Warm Springs 
and the occupant of "The Little White H ouse" dur
ing the Chief Executive's absence, a man of wide 
professional experience, thus diagnoses our dis
order as a people : "The trouble with our na tion is 
a lack of character among our people. F irst of a ll. 
character m ust be built in homes and people or a ll 
the efforts made t o better society will fail. You peo
ple of the church must more ear nestly take on this 
t a sk." With all the earnestness of his soul P r esi
d ent Fra nklin D. Roosevelt r ecently said to his 
fri end, Harry Earl Woolever: " Woolever, get a ll 
the prea chers you can to preach ser mons this y ear 
on t he building of character and all t he p eople y ou 
can t o pract ise the principles of th e Man of Galilee. 
This is the only h ope w e h ave." The year nineteen 
hundred and thirty-four will write th e verdict. 

.-



God's Great Gift and Our 
Sacrificial G ivin g 

The Germans used to call the month 
of December "Christmond" = "Christ
month." This name r eminds us of the 
great gift t he heavenly Father has be
stowed upon mankind, and also of Christ 
who is the giver of all the ;riches in
cluded in t he gospel. It would seem to 
be quite natural that we who are per
mitted to accept this twofold gift should 
be eager to bring a special thank offer
ing to the great object for which Christ 
was given to us, namely the spread of 
his gospel and to have an open heart 
and hand for our neighbors in need and 
distress. 

Our denomination of German speak
ing Baptists is doing a fine and exten
sive missionary work both in the home
land and in foreign lands. The officers 
are eager to go to the limit of their 
responsibility. They are limited in their 
efforts-not because of lacking possibili
ties in the missionary field, and not be
cause t her e are not enough willing work
er s in t he Lord's harvestfield-but be
cause of the very limited funds so neces
sary for t he promotion of our mission
ary endeavor. In a time of financial de
pr ession like this h elp has more than a 
double value. 

The same may be said of our benevo
lent enterprises. We think of t he many 
in our denomination who are in utter 
need and who are thankful for any help 
we are able to offer them. We think of 
our aged minis t ers and t heir wives who 
conscientiously did a great work for 
many years and who wer e not able to 
provide for their old age and disability. 
We render them our thanks by helping 
to provide for their needs. We think 
too of our widows who need our help in 
their effort to take proper care of their 
children maintained in their own homes. 
We think of our Children's Home at St. 
J oseph on the shores of Lake Michiga n. 
Our Home-family is at present not so 
large as it used to be. Twelve of our 
children left during the summer months 
as we had not tho means to keep them 
any longer, and t he budget simply has 
to be balanced. Of course, we saw to it 
that these twelve were not left helpless 
on t he street . Some found work so that 
t hey could help themselves, and others 
were placed with their nea rest relatives. 
Our family numbet s now but twenty
seven. All are healthy, good eater s 
and, all in all, they are a lively bunch. 
We also need lots of clothing, because, 
of course, a boy's suit doesn't last as 
long as Pa's does. Many ot her things 
a re n ecessary f or the proper care and 
upkeep of house and grounds. A ll thif! 
r uns into money, and we a re not a lways 
s uccessful in keeping t he expenses wit h
in the bounds of t he receipts. In t he 
former better years we had been told to 
t urn a dollar twice before spending it , 
but now we turn a p enny three times 
before we Jet it go. 

Churches, Sunday schools, ladies' so
cieties and many friends have been do-

nating Christmas offerings to our Home. 
This is a commendable practice and we 
shall be very thankful if this thought
fulness of our needs will continue for 
thi~ "Christ-month" and Christmas-day. 
It. 1s und.erstood tJ:at all money-donations 
will be included m the Denominational 
Missionary and Benevolent Offering. We 
prefer that these donations be directly 
sent to the office of the Finance Commit
tee at Forest Park. Offer ings sent to 
the Home will be reported to the offi 
and included !n the Missionary and B~~ 
nev~lent Offering. A generous sacrificial 
C:hris tmas offering will help all our mis
s10nary and benevolent objects. 

We can easily understand th 1 . 
f h.l e ongmg 

o o.ur c I d~en for the coming ot the 
glorious Christmas day for •t . . 

h , 1 1s, 1n a 
se~se, t e day of "The Child" for the 
children. Quite a number of f . 
classes and societies have al~e:rd r1enkdsd, 
for a li t f th Y a s e . s o e names of our children . 
this sounds very promising Th h. • 
d ·11 · · · e c 11-
ren :w1 r eceive whatever Santa ma 

have m store for them wi th th Y 
hea r ty. "thank you"-and the Ho~erno:it 
appreciate very much what t h h. ~ill 
coop and the noodle- or candy e c ie en 
k·t h - or cooky 

I c en may produce or pro .d -
A I h 

VI e. 
s a ways as been our t 

acknowledge everything that ~us om. we 
at the Home with a letter ~~ r:~e1ved 
If. Uncle Sam should get a I"tt! an~. 
mixed up in his deliveries i. e bit 
Christmas and New Year's durmg the 
letter s should fail to arr· r ush and our 
like to be notified and sh:~eb we would 
make good any loss. In clos· e ready to 
suggest that our good fri:~js w~ would 
note of our correct name d ake a 
The Ger man Bapt" t 0 an address: 
S is rphans' H 

t. J oseph, Michigan. orne, 
True, we do not often rec . 

addressed to "Th G eIVe letters 
e erman Luth 

Home'' or "The G eran erman Baptist Or 
phans Home. for the Aged" (who . -
t he good writer have in mind-:a d~d 
Ma an~ Pa?) .. But since there are iw~ 
homes m our city ours and "Th M" . 

Ch.ld ' e 1ch1-gan 1 ren's Home and Aid S . oc1ety " letters and par cels addressed "St J ' 
Orpha " f te . · oseph nage are o n dehvered at ti 
wrong place and must then be exchang:~ 

f~twdeen hthe two homes. So, if our 
r1en s s ould not remember t he c t . or rec 

corporate name of our home, Please do 
not forget the "Bapt is t" and we .

11 
surel_y get and e_njoy whatever is sen~1 

With our s incerest wishes for 
blessed Christ-month and Christmas-da; 
THE GERMAN BAPTIST ORPHANS' HOME. 

The Youn g People's and Sunday 
School Workers' Union of 

the Texas and Louisana 
Conference 

The sessions were held under t he able 
leadership of Norman Lengefeld, pres
ident of our union, with the Gatesville 
Ba ptist Chur.ch, Texas. A splendid group 
of young people gathered for our an
nual session on August 3 and 4, 1934. 

Bennie Spr oss of the Crawford Church 
Jed the devotional period, using Romans 
10 for his t alk. 
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The newly elected officer s are a s fol
lows : President , Adolph Guderian, C:o.t
tonwood; vice-president, Rev. Ph1hp 
Potzner , Dallas ; secretary, Mat hilda 
Hirsch, Waco; t r easurer, Paul Loewer, 
Louisiana; Council member, Chester 
Buenning, Gatesville. 

An interesting letter from Brother 
Adolph Orthner was received. Walter 
Schaible gave a most inter es ting repo~t 
of his very efficient work as Council 
member . During his t ime of service he 
visited every church in our union a:°d 
kept in .constant touch with the societies 
through corresp ondence. He also edited 
a small paper which kept us constantly 
informed on all important items. His 
services were greatly appreciated. He 
also had the privilege to ins tall the 
newly elect ed officers of t he union. 

During the evening service we en
joyed a wealth of material in t he form 
of readings, vocal and musical num
bers and deeply regret t hat Br other Gos
sen of Crawfor d refra ined from giving 
his address due to the late hour. 

A r evised constiut ion was adopted a nd 
a resolution passed to share in the ex
penses of Brother Chester Buenning, our 
Council member, to the General Confer
ence at Milwaukee, Wis. Another reso
lut ion ordered that, with the exception 
of $25, all funds be sent to our General 
Missionary Treasurer. 

An enjoyable afternoon was spent at 
the "Fauntleroi Springs" on SaturdaY· 
T he committee had worked out a good 
program and Pi;epared a delicio~ s lunch: 

The Saturday evening meeting was 
held out of doors, with Brother Ehrhorn 
from Cottonwood as leader. God's pres
ence seemed so much nearer out under 
the twinkling s tars. 

The closing session was held SundaY 
af ternoon. A male quartet from Cor n, 
Okla., rendered several numbers. Also 
each society had a special number on the 
~rogram. Brother Schwandt from Loui
sian~ delivered the addr ess : "The Wit
nessing P ower of German Baptis t Pio
neers " o 
sp\e a· d ur noble heritage is indeed a 
t h n 1 encour agement to "car ry on" 
the W:>r k. of our Master. w ·e trus t t hat 
de~ et~uing year will reveal many hid
secrat~de~~s and gi~ts that will be con-
Lord the service of our Master and 

. MARIE H ENSI . 

Report from the Spring Valley 
Church 

We r ejoice t 
g iving th h 0 r epo1·t the baptism and 
who co f e and of f ellowship to one man 
sonal s: e.ssed t he Lord J esus a s his per
day, Oct~~:~· 7:his event took place Sun-

On October 1 . 
g iven to D 1 a surprise party was 
our past a; Dean , t he year-old son of 
was or, ev. J. G. Rott. Young Dale 
prese~resented wit h a useful birthday 

The evenin · ti 1 g was spent m a very prac-
c.a way. Almost the ent ire member

sh1? of Spring Va lley attended t he 
ladies qu ilt ing, while the men mended 
t he song books of the church. Refresh
ments concluded a happy evening. 
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The Sunday Sc~ool 
The Main Thing 

It needs to be said over and over again. 
We make no a pology for saying it once 
mor e. In our Sunda y s.chool p lans, ar
rangements, methods, equipments, a nd 
achievements we must not over look the 
main thing. 'What ar e a ll our f acilit ies, 
instruments, and methods for ? Why do 
we wish to have a n adequate plant? 
That is, buildings a nd complete equip
ment for conducting our Sunday school;;. 
Why do we wish to h ave t he best or
ganization possible? Why do we need 
interested pastor s, capab~e of leading and 
earnest in character and work? Why 
must we have competent and consecrated 
superintendents to look out for t_he in
terests of the school and super viae Its 
actual work? Why in la1·ge schools, and 
as far as possible in smaller ones, must 
we have a well-organized school, con
sis ting of various depar tments, providerl 
with suit able literature and r ooms? Why 
must we have capable, p ious, devoted 
t eacher s? The proper answer to all 
these questions and others is the main 
t hing. 

What then is t his main t hing? Every 
r eader knows before it is stated. T he 
main thing is to t each the Word cJj God 
t o the m cmbei·s of the classes. On this 
one purpose everything connected with 
the Sunda y school converges. The main 
object of the whole t hing is to get t he 
thoughts and language of t he Bible, t he 
Word of God, over into the minds and 
heart s and lives of t he pupils. We must 
not lose s ight of this in details of ad
ministra tion and equipment . T hese ar e 
important only as t hey minister to the 
main thing. We must have suitable 
superintendents, both general a nd de
partmental in order t hat t he teaching 
may be rightly and successfully done. 
We must have suit able r ooms for differ
ent classes and ages in order tha t attQn
tion may be directed to the mwin thing. 
Sometimes there is danger of los ing in
terest in the pr incipal objective by giv
ing disproportionate heed to machinery. 
In driving an automobile t he machine 
must be in good order , but the object of 
driving a n automobile is to ~t some
where quickly. We can 't go Wl~hout t.he 
machine, but a machine standing st ill , 
even if t he engine is r unning, gets n?
where. Too much attention can be p aid 
to the details of machinery. 

preachers, that it was a shameful t hing 
"to cour t a grin where they should win 
a soul." In Sun day school work, also, 
t her e is danger of magnifying trifles to 
t he har m and hurt of t he main thing. 
We teachers must never lose sight in 
our t houghts, or preparat ions , OT co
oper ations in t he activities of the school, 
a nd in our act ual meeting in classes-
of this main thing. E verybody knows, 
or ought to know, that one of the em
phatic, indispensable needs of a Sunday 
school is teacher s that t each. 

Of course, some a re better t han oth
ers, a nd none is perfect. But after all, 
ever yone who undertakes in the brief half 
hour of a class session on Sunday morn
ing to put in t he minds a nd lives of a 
Sunday school class t he living, burning 
Word of God, ought to know how to do 
it . Humdrum r ecita t ion, mer e p assing 
on what others have sa id, r eading out 
of a " Quarterly," asking a f ew obvious 
and for mal questions-this is not teach
ing. It is a poor attemp t to t ry to do it .. 
In order to teach t here must be pr epara
tion , preparation , prep ar ation. 

Helps a re rightly n amed. They arc 
only helps. To do the main thing and 
to do i t well, the .t eacher must know 
t he lesson and t he pupil a nd bring the 
two helpfully together. Of course, all 
the helps available for a correct under
standing of t he Bible should be employed. 
But nothing can take the place of the 
teacher 's own prayerful, personal s tudy 
befor ehand of t he lesson that is to be 
brought to the class. So let us r epeat 
it once mor e, Do not neglect t he main 
t hing ! 

Teacher or Special Lecturer 
It has been the writer 's good fortune 

f requently to be .call~d upon a~ a special 
Slleaker before various men s classes. 
And although the work is immensely 
enjoyable and speak~r a~d class ~ave _a 
good time, I want to pomt out, m this 
brief ar t icle, the advantages which would 
come to the class if it would secur e a 
good teacher to present the lesson week 
after week. 

We a ll agree theor etically t hat th e 
ma in t hing in the Sunday school is t c. 
teach the Word of God. Preachers some
t imes divert at tention f r om the main 
purpose by taking upside issues, or un
du ly spreading out anecdotes and illus
t r ations. If it is a humorous illustra
t ion, people are likely to remember the 
joke and forget t~e gospel that the joke 
was intended to illustrate. One of th e 
old poets wisely said for the benefit of 

I think that the luncheon club prac
t ice has done a great deal to encourage 
the sp ec;al speaker hab't in men's clas
ses. And because these clubs have ap
peared to be successful the class commit
tee has sought to use th e same plan . 
Men, it i s thought, like variety, and it is 
secured in t his way. But ther e are four 
argumen ts in favor of the teacher plan 
which seem to settle the question as far 
as efficiency is concerned. 

The first is the educational argument. 
Any educational system requires .con
tinuity in instru ction. T he teacher of 
the class will definitely plan a cour se of 
lessons cover ing a vital t heme. He may 

use as a basis cour ses already est ablished 
or he may develop his own. But it is 
bound to have continuity. This is lost 
ent irely in the special speaker plan. 
The guest one Sunday may talk on the 
Panama Canal and the next speaker 
discuss the Soviet government. Both 
are good themes but the p'an lacks edu
cational continuity. 

The second is a very materialistic 
argument. It is that a history of men's 
classes r eveals ver y few str ong classes, 
developed by the special speaker method, 
which have persisted over an extended 
p eriod of time. When on~ t hinks of 
great men's classes one t hmks of Dr. 
Taubman's class in Long Beach, the 
E vans ' Class in Kansas City, the Buena 
F ellowship c'ass of Chicago, the Com
muni ty class at Ludington, Mich . All 
of these were builded on the steady 
teacher pla n. So if you want your class 
to have a long and honor able career the 
best procedure is to find a capable 
teacher nnd then give him support. 

The third is both ?1taterialistic and 
spi?-itual. The class whic~ sel~ts a 
regular teacher will have h1~ ac~1ve co
operation in the class orgaruaztion and 
appeal. And this means a great d~. 
Under a specia l speaker plan a commit
tee advertises t he wonderful man who 
wi ll addr ess the class t he following Sun
da y. The speaker shares none of the 
burden of or ganization. He presents his 
message and leaves. Bu t when t he class 
has a teacher, regardless of the .class 
or ganization, h e is going to use his g en
ius to hold it together a nd make it a 
power wo1·th while. It is a _matter . of 
personal r eputation and conscience W1th 
him. H e does not want h is class to fail . 

A nd the fourth reason is a spiritual 
one With a regular teacher the lessons 
are. going to be built aro~nd the Bible . or 
a spiritual theme. That 1s not true w1th 
the special lecturer. H e usually has 
some message he wants to give. It ma y 
be social, political or r~ligious. No~v 
social and r eligious questions have then
place in men's for um, but the sensi?le 
class will ins ist that the course ma1or 
in th e spiritual r ealm. The r egular 
teach er can be t r usted to st r ike the 
r ight norm between the var ious fields 
of thinking. He is giving h imself to a 
great task and l~e intends t? _put the 
spir itual emphaSJs first.-W1lham H . 
Leach in Int . J oumal of Rel, E duc. 

A Card from Mrs. Mihm 
We wish to express our sincere ap

preciat ion to the many kind friends who 
have sent us such comforting lette1·s and 
cards of sympathy in our recent bereve
ment and they a1·e hereby glratefully 
acknowledge by 

MRS. A. P. MIHM AND FAMILY. 
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From Anarchist and Socialist to Christ 
WM. A. MUELLER 

(Continuation) 

*From daylight and midnight 
Confusion of sound 
From chorus dreamy and profound 
Came tumbling to pieces the satanic 

might 
Despite it a heavenly song I write. 

.f. Binde. 

Fritz had received deep impressions 
through his confirmation experience. 
Even his father, the freethinker, noticed 
the change in the boy. Fritz determined 
to love his father even if he would some
times maltreat him. Had he not a sked 
for strength at the altar to live a noble 
life henceforth? 

The test came. A painter named Fritze 
had come to the house of the Binde fam
ily. A s usual he succeeded also this time 
to drag Father Binde to the village inn 
in order to engage him in spirited con
versations until deep into the night. 
Mother Binde was sewing while sister 
t ried to comfort her during father 's ab
sence. Fritz a lso sought in his own way 
to dry his mother's tears ; very earnestly 
he said to her as only a fourteen-year-old 
boy can say it : "Mothe r; don't worry ! 
Jesus helps us. I'll show you." F etching 
his confirmat ion motto from the drawer 
he directed mother 's attention to it say
ing: "You see this? 'Let µ s draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of 
fai th having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
wi th pure wa ter. Let us hold fast the 
profession. of ou.r faith without wavering 
for he is faithful that promised.' " 
Th~n he continued to read the poem 
written undernea th the Bible verses and 
wit h a loud voice he r ea d : 

*Oh joy! I found my Savior and Lord 
And to him ever will I flee. 
I am accepted, can t rust his word: 
'Tis this : "My peace I g ive to t hee.'' 
My t reasure, heritage and share 
I s J esus only everywher e. 

While Fritz was reading his father en
tered the room quite unexpectedly. H e 
looked at his pious son with an a ngry, 
mad.look. Jus t as he was aibout t o jump 
a t his boy's t hroat Mother Binde inter 
fered with a wild a nd wailing cry, but 
her husband thrust h is powerful ha nd 
around her weak wrist, forcing her to the 
floor. In t hat crucial moment Fritz 
gr asped the long ki_tchen kn if e which Jay 
on ~he table. His mother noticed it. 
"Fritz. for God's sake, F r itz," she wailed. 
F a ther looked up and sa w the knife in 
his boy's h and . H e halted. Then he 
hissed like a snake. H is eyes met the 
burning eyes of his son. Then Fritz in 
one hand t he confirmation motto a nd in 
t he ot her the k itchen knife, hur~ied out 
of 1 he room. He went up int o his little 
attic room Jocked the door beh ind him 
a nd as though pr ompted by a demoniac 

*Transla ted by Rev. Carl A. Daniel. 

power he sta1·ed into the mirror. There 
he beheld the eyes of h is passionate fa
ther, his own eyEs. This sad incident 
destroyed in the boy's soul every vestige 
of faith. It was evident now after what 
had just happened that confirmation had 
not helped him a bit. Doubt like a ser
pent crept into his soul and never left 
him until he was converted. Fritz Binde 
has masterfully described for us the sub. 
seque_nt development of his spiritual out
look Ill these words : 

"L.k .... 1 ·e an excremely wise and clever 
gentleman Mr. Doubt followed my foot
ste~s for. the next two decades. His su 
perior ".01ce from now on meddled in all 
my affairs. I soon noticed that Mr. Doubt 
be.came ~y master. I began to hate him 
wit~. a bitter hatred, for I f elt t hat his 
enticmg. words ~·obbed me completely of 
all my mward JOY and peace h d . i e ma e 
me ies~Iess, unhappy, poor, dejected and 
most miserable, barred every attempt 

011 
my part t o fin d the unknown God I 
di · t t d , anc 

sm e~ra e a nd ruined me utterly. 
.And stil l. whenever this clever 
h · th I sap opened 

'.s mou ' found myself lis tenin to 
h11P, though soP~ething w"th· g 
b II d · 1 m me r e-e e agamst his intrus ion a d 1 sented to his fiendish wisdom' Nn as-
t . I · umerous 
1mes i"anterl t o a«sel·t mv . ht 

ca t t t h · k .r · · :i;,ig s and 
. s ou . e w1? ed, vicious intruder, bu ~ 

h'.s supe r.10~· airs always prevented m~ 
f1om carrymg out my intentio M 
and h ns. ore 

mor e_ e settled in my soul as the 
c.omman~mg boss. he disposed of my 
time until he went so far as t 'd t• 
h. lf . h ' o 1 en 1fy 

imse wit my very personalit M 
Doubt s lept with me in tho say. b rl. 
h - me <>c e wore my clothes walked . h - • 
talked, ere I could, Prevent1~tmyth s oes, 

th 1 , rough my mou and even took . 
mine eyes so tha t I fina11i01~:e~=~o~n~: 
the world as fresh as he did. 
never really became friends . . But we 
t·emained enemies but I I ' i~stead we 
a slave under hi~ ' grip a dangu1shed like 

n control " 
Fritz Binde was about fif . 

old 11ow. His fa ith in God h teen years 
tered. Mr. Doubt becam ad. been shat
C'.ltnpanion. He b e his cons ta n t 
think W k egan to brood and to 

. ee s ancl months pa•s d f te 
t he tragic incident with his f -t~ .a i· 
there was no joy in h. I'f a e1, but 
long fo1·given hi m. y~ J' e: Father ha d 
committing su icide B t tntz thought of 
him back. He lo~ked u ~omething held 
how his chums an a1_ound a nd saw 
t imes of their r d friends had ihe 
with them, learn~vdes. t So .he mixe1l 
smoke cigaret s a d o drmk beer 
b • n soon he ' er of t he ga ng H was a mem-
c.leverly as his · fat~e~ould tell stories as 
l•ght of his beer dr' .1 mk';'Ch to the de-s t . n mg 

ome m. 1es, howevei· h f 1 comrades h. . ' e et a h . 
imself. as he sat amon t i . s amed of 

companions. But then 'kr1ese carousing 
assure him t hat he was all· l~oubt would 
fi~d he w:is not . therefore h l~ht. Satis
le1sure time par tly t ~ e.voted his 

o ca1 ousmg, and 
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partly t o painting and drnwing. The 
doctor of the town noticed his talent and 
suggested that it be developed. Maybe 
the court painter would t ake him into his 
studio. Father Binde was not a litt le 
fla ttered by his proposition. But things 
did not turn out the way the doctor h ad 
~bought. Instead Fritz Binde was given 
mto the apprenticeship of a painter of 
Neustadt where he soon attracted atten
tion by his abilit ies as well as by his 
a?sent-mindedness. Through overwork 
his health was undermined so that his 
father, who had meanwhile moved his 
business to Sonneberg in Thuringia, and 
who needed the boy's help in his own 
store, felt compelled to discontinue his 
apprenticeship. Fritz's a mbi tion to be
come a real painter was thus shattered. 
He became a watchmaker instead. That 
mas te.r's wife who said to the young ap
prentice as he left the painter's studio · 
"Y • ' . ou . won t be a watchmaker all yom: 
hfe either. You are a born rebel, and 
you always will be a rebel! God only 
~nows what will become of you," unknow-
1~gly prophes ied the boy's future des
t111y. 

Fritz Binde did not have an easy life 
unde1· the eyes of his father. Moreover 
he _hated watchmaking. It was all too 
tedious for young Fritz. His dad had 
the habi~ of introducing him to new cus-
• ~ome;i-s m . the _mos t offending fa shion: 
He is feelmg his oats ! His head is full 

of no~sense; has the hands of an awk
wa rd imbecile, his mouth is full of back
talk;:,. But• I shall bring him to reason 
yet. Under the circumstances, Fritz 
took t o carousing once more. But the 
lo~d~r he talked the unhappier he fe lt 
wit hm. The death of his li ttle sis ter 
m~de him very miserable. The riddle of 
~xrstence be.came more and more myster
ious and awful to him. Yet . at t imes he 
yearned for love and companion ship with 
th? u~known God. To a friend of his he 
~aid 111 a gloomy mood one day: ' You 

now, I ~m often so miserable. I am 
always thinking about God and the Bible 
and our confirmation, and I wonder what 
~ne must do to be really good and true." 

I
f only there and then a r ea l Christian 
rnd e•1ter ed h" 1·f I him . is 1 e to guide and counse 

d .' _Bmde would surely have made t he 

t 
ec

1
isiodn for God, but there was 110 one 

o ea J • • 
1 . 11m into the sunlight of the re-
< ~;m111.g grace. Thuringia had orthodox 
P ~a_chll1g in those days but not much 
sp1r1tuaJ 1·f ' t 1 e. Thus Binde for the next 
wenty Years went deeper and deeper into 

the da:kness. He describes t hese twenty 
years 111 his own words a s follows : 

" I had ma d 1 k e a P an. I wanted to be a 
see el'h. I determined t o be a mbitious 
every ou f ti 
task . "th r 0 ie day and to f ollow mY 
was ~v\ rel e~tless zeal. But after what 
ult imateo aspi.;-e? What was lo be mY 
pa in ter ~oal · I wanted to become a 
days W ut I could p a int only on Sun · 
week I. ~e the prec;ous evening s of the 
loqu:in· 

0 
e was ted in t he compa ny of 

-ious fr1·en 1 ? N d ot do T l cs · o this woul n 
. 1 ere as I t d . ' b ol·· store I • '· s oo 111 front of a o ' 

' saw 1· I · dow a . c •sp ayed in t he show-w1w 
series of books. 'ThP. Knowledge 
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of the Day' was the promising title of 
these books. Each book .cos t one mark 
(25 cents). Suddenly I knew what mY 
ambition should be. I knew my goa l, 
namely to seek knowledge at all events. 
I should possess more knowledge than 
school or father's library could impart 
to me. I wanted to know the whole scope 
of contemporary knowledge. I wanted to 
know all abou t God. Yes, I must con
tinue to search for the unknown God. 
From that time I was no longer in doubt 
as to what I should do with the one mark 
which father gave me every week for 
spending money. I would buy each week 
one of those little blue books dealing 
with t he knowledge of the day. I began 
buying these books, reading one every 
week. I read about light, sound, electric
ity, about stars and planets, the earth 
and its history, the structure and growth 
of plants, the structu re and functions of 
man, the civilizat ions and arts of the 
human r ace, and the history of prnples 
and nat ions. Out of this reading a new 
world gr ew before and within me, and I 
gazed upon this new world wi t h wonder 
ing, baffled eyes. My t hirs t for more 
knowledge, in fact, was so strong and so 
powerful that I read not only one book , 
but two and three books a week. I studied 
far into t he night, and often I labored 
over my little blue books until the lamp 
paled before the rising dawn of day . 
Soon I was in debt at the bookstore. and 
I also owed t wenty ma rks to the cabinet
maker who had made a bookcase for me. 
r was possessed of the book-devil so-tha t 
I g rew pale and became short-s ig hted in 
consequence of too much reading. 

" The wors t of all was the fact that 
through 'The Knowledge of the Day' I 
acquired so much knowledge of the great, 
wide world that God was more and more 
crowded out of the picture, until at last 
the world became more fam iliar to me 
while God became s till more t he g1'eat 
unknown. Fina lly , I no longer said : 'I 
am seeking God,' but ins tead: ' I seek the 
truth.' For never untii now ha d I found 
Mr. Doubt so clever and so ta lkative a s 
when I stud ied 'The Knowledge of the 
Day.'" 

Fritz Binde's nightly r eading org ies 
were soon found out by his father. An 
ugly scene ensued; the bewildered boy fell 
under the blows of his dad 's fi st, and if 
he had not .covered his precious treasure 
with h is own body, they would have be
come the prey of fir~. The boy promised 
to discontinue his night r eading, but the 
relation between him and his father grew 
more and more unpleasant a s t he dnys 
went on. F ri tz could not con t rol his 
tongue, nor could fa t her control his 
fier ce temper. The aspiring youth, now 
eighteen years of age, bade adieu to his 
home a fter his fath er , in a terrible fit of 
temper, had th rashed him like one would 
thra sh a dog. On a lovely Septembe r 
morning of the year 1885 Fritz turned 
his back on his home town lo seek his 
fortune beyond t he beaut ifu l mountains 
of T huringia. Hr had t urned a new leaf. 
What would the fu ture hold in its bosom ? 

(To be continued) 

Junior B. Y. P. U., Wishek, N. Dak. 

Wishek Junior B. Y. P. U. 
Under the very able leadership of 

Mrs. Ernest Hess, a very commendable 
work among the juniors was done. A 
s tudy of our missionary woi:.k in China 
was made during t he year us 'ng the 
text book "New Joy." . The society con . 
s ists of 27 members and raised over $20 
for various purposes. STELLA H ESS. . 
Silver Wedding Bells a t Bethany 

Twenty-five years ago, in the city of 
Sheboygan , Wis., August Giesecke and 
H elen Schmidt were united in matri
mony. Mr. Giesecke is the capable mo
derator of Bethany Chur ch, Milwaukee, 
and its genial Sunday school superin

. tendent. His wife is an active member 
of t he Ma ry and Martha class and the 
Ladies' Missionary Society 

On Thursday evening, September 20, 
members and fi·iends of Bethany church 
assembled to celebrate their s ilver wed
ding. In the beautifully decorated room 
a program was rendered in which short 
addresses and musical numbers alter
nated. The presentation of a gift from 
the church and the serving of refresh
ments followed. It was a joyous occa
sion and one which gave all an oppor
tunity to wish Brother and Sister Gie
secke God's blessing for the f uture. 

Grand Forks, N. Oak. 
The work of our young people's so

cieties is very encouraging and promis
ing. W·e have a Senior B . Y. P. U. under 
the leader ship of President Morice 
Kraenzler and a Junior B. Y. P . U. un
der the .leadersh ip of Alice Kromi11ga. 
The Se111or B. Y. P . U. is divided into 
two g roups with Elizabeth Werrle and 
Emm~ Kraenzler as group leaders. 

Quite a number of our member s are 
college students at the local university, 
among them the pres iden t of t he S tate 
B. Y. P. U. At t he b :?ginning of the col
lege yea r our society ga ve a " Welcome 
Home Party" to the r eturning students 
~vho are member s of our various churches 
m the s tate. 

On October 7 our Sunday school ob
served. the a nnua l Harves t F estiva l. 
Our little church was crowded to the 
~loors. We enjoyed immensely the var 
ious nun1ber s of t he program especially 
two talks by P as tor Balogh and Mr. 
Osborn. JOliN STROH, Sec. 
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The Young People of Nebraska 
Meet in Semi-Annual Session 
The Young People's societies of t he 

Shell Creek, Fremont and Creston Bap
tist chu1:ches had their meeting in con
nection with the Fall Convention which 
was held at Creston, Nebr., on Sunday 
afternoon, October 28. The president 
of the Creston society, Herman Kallweit, 
had charge of the meeting. We were 
especially pleased to have such a large 

- attendance and such a glorious fall day. 
The societies present added their share 
to the program in the form of dialogs 
and singing. After the program Rev. 
J. J. Renz of Creston gave a brief talk 
on Matthew 5: 41: "The Gospel of the 
Second Mile." We realized t.hat most of 
us doubtless had the first mile gospel, 
but just how many of us were going the 
second mile was a t hought th at im
pressed us deeply, and we resolved that 
henceforth we were going to do our "dead 
level best" to possess that gospel of the 
second mile. The meeting was brought 
to a close with an offering that amounted 
to about $13. To our God may be given 
a ll the praise and glory, and may h e 
r i.chly bless each society in our entire de
nomination. God be with you till we 
meet again next spring in Beatrice! 

J . R. 

Sunday School Convention of the 
Western Dakotas and Montana 

The fow:teenth Sunday School Con
vention of the Wes te rn Dakotas and 
Montana convened on October 9 and 10, 
1934. with the church at New Leipzig, 
N. Dak. 

The church is without a minis ter a t 
the present time, so t hey called in Brot her 
J. R. Matz to a ssist during the conven
tion. Brother A. Stelt er brought th~ 
opening message, taking for his te:;.,.-t John 
15: 16: "Our Duty is Fruitbearing.'" 

On Wednesday morning Brother Matz 
led the devotiona l meeting, str essing the 
thought , that we should be cautious not 
to bind t he hands of our Lord J esus 
Christ in the work of the Sunda y school 
through unbelief, unwillingness or ig
norance. 

The following paper s were delivered 
during the day: "How Can a Teacher 
Insp;re H is Class for a H igher Idea l in 
the Christian Life ?" by Brother A. S tel 
ter. " To What Extent Is the Church 
R esp onsible for the Success of the Sun
day School?" by Brother D. Klein. "What 
Do I Owe as a Preacher to Mv Young 
People?" by Brother F red T rautner. 
" How to Lift the Sunday School Work 
on a Higher Plane." by Brot her J. Ko
schel. "May a Christian Play Cards, 
Smoke, Gamble or Play P ool ?" by Brother 
Fred Trautner. A lively discussion fol
lowed each one of the paper s. At t he 
evening session Brother Koschel brough t 
t he closing message on t he t heme: "The 
Way of Access to God or How Can Sin
ful ·Men Approach t he H oly God?" 

F RED TRAUTNER, R eporter. 
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ROMANCES OF THE BIBLE 
The Romance of Esther 

CHAS. F. ZUMMACH 

(For such a Time as This) 

The place of the book of E sther in the 
Old Testament has been abjected to from 
time immemorial, chiefly because the 
name of God does not once appear in tbe 
book. To overcome this objection an ad
dition (Zusatz zu Esther) was later ad
ded. In this supplement the name of God 
is mentioned over and over again. How
ever, this was not necessary, for the s tory 
itself is a s imple story of the watchful 
Providence of God over his people. 

Five people stand out in bold relief in 
the book: The King Ahasheurus; Haman 
his minister; Mordecai the J ew, who held 
an important office under the king; Queen 
Vashti; and E sther, a J ewish maiden, 
an orphan, who had been raised by her 
cousin, Mordecai. The two heroines in 
the book, however, are Vashti and E s
ther, t he otbers are mere actors in the 
drama. The story is characterized by 
supreme dramatic power and moves 
swiftly to its climax. 

A Royal Orgy 
The scene is la id in the palace of 

Xerxes at Shushan. The king is def 
initely identified in 1: 1: "This is t he 
Ahasheurus whi,ch reigned from India 
unto Utopia, over one hundred a nd twenty 
provinces." It was at a time when Per
sia was at the height of her power. 

The story opens with a feast pr o
claimed by Xerxes to celebrate his ex
ploi ts and display his power. All the 
princes and nobles are a ssembled. The 
scene is one of dazzling and riotous 
splendor, typical of an Oriental despot. 
The floor was of red, blue, white a n.I 
black marble, great marble columns held 
up t he roof, under which hung r ich tap 
estries of white, green and blue velvet, 
caught up with str ea mers of fine linen, 
purple and silver, fastened on the col
umns. The beds upon which they slept, 
and the couches upon which they 1·e
clined, were of solid silver and gold; 
while the dishes from which they ate, 
and the cups out of which they drank 
were of pure gold. 

For seven days t he feast had been go
ing on. Many of the revelers were dead 
drunk, lying on t he floor, or car ted off 
on litters by weary slaves. On a raised 
platform dancing girl s wound in and 
out in voluptuous dances to the ma u
dling shouts of the drunken revelers. 
On an elevated seat sat t he king. Like 
so l'Ylany despots of old, he ruled the 
world, but could not rule his own spirit. 
After seven days of this, t he edge of t he 
entertainment had worn off. Something 
new was needed to "pep up the party.'' 
Suddenly an idea flashed into his 
drunken brain: The Queen! He would 
send for her, and display her physical 
beauty to t he crowd, as a grand climax 
to his drunken orgy. 

We can easily imagine t he dazed look 
upon the faces of bis chamberlains, 
when they were commanded to summon 
the queen into such a place. But it is 

still easier to imagine the fury of the 
king when she refused to appear. It was 
a t hing unheard of in his day. Not one 
of the nobles present would have da red 
to refuse the s lightest whim of t he king. 
He possessed them body and soul. But 
over the soul of Vashti he possessed no 
dominion. She answered his command 
with a fearless NO, that still rings down 
the corridors of time. The NO of this 
heathen queen marks a milestone in the 
emancipation of womanhood. Mother s 
call their daughters Es ther, we of ten 
wonder why none of them ever call them 
Vashti. 

Every woman has a r oyalty in her 
breast, and when she is loyal to t hat the 
world is lifted up; when she betrays 
that, she drags down with her not alone 
~er own sex, but t he whole world. In 

Measure for Measure" I sabelJa is 
tempted to procure the r elease of her 
brother by selling her virtue. Shake
speare never wrote anything finer tha n 
her rep~y : "And ,'twere the cheaper way; 
~etter 1f a brother die at once Than a 
sister by r edeeming him should· die for
ever .'' 

A Royal Decision 

In a world where men and women 
are constant ly thrown together a wo
man's NO is even more importa'nt than 
a man's. Woman is always strategic 
because her acts lie at the source of 
human conduct. What t his age needs 
more than anything else is a rue of' 
Christian women, who will have the 
character to say NO to some of the 
things that are now being sponsor ed in 
the name of freedom. Year s ago it was 
my privilege to hear Mrs. E mily P ank 
hurst, one of t he most remarkable wo
men England ever produced. She suf
fered imprisonment, r idicule, p er secution 
of all k inds, to attain equal suffrage 
for womanhood. She believed that all 
the ills of mankind could be cured if 
this could be a ttained. She never 
dreamed of the abuse of th is freedom 
that would result . Of course women 
have the right to drink and smoke as 
well as men , but no woman ever ra ised 
the status of her sex by aping the vices 
of man. A beer guzzling, cigar et smok
ing woman is both a disgrace to her 
sex, and a dishonor to her Creator 

Vashti had counted the cost. · She 
k~ew what her r efusal would mean. Her 
chvorce was made necessary by the de
mands of the Nobles, who feared that 'f 
word of the queen's refusal got ba;k 
home, all their ~ives would likewise defy 
them. So Vashti was sacrificed upo th 
:iitar. of cruel tradition that wom;n i: 
1gfe;1or to-and the chattel of man. 

t h
o.crateds .

1
thanked t he gods for three 

mgs a1 .Y: That he was a Greek and 
not Babarian; that he was a fr 

d t ee man a n no a s lave ; and that he was a 
and not a woman. man 

A New Queen 

The cu11:ain fa lls upon the fi t 
of the d d r s act 

r ama, an swiftly rises again 
upon t he second act A sear·ch . d 
f . · is ma e 
or. a new queen. All the bea ut iful 

maidens are summoned to th 1 e pa ace. 

THE BAPTIST HERALD 

Among t hem is E sther, a J ewish orphan. 
Upon the advice of her uncle Mordecai 
she kept h er identity secret. The reason 
for this we can easily guess. Mor de.cai 
had a deadly enemy at court, H aman, 
who was jealous of his rival for the 
king's favor. After a per iod of pr epa
ration a nd r ehearsing the maidens wer e 
presented before the king. The choice 
fell upon E sther. The J ewish orphan 
became the queen of P e rsia. Little did 
she dream what the fates held in store 
for her, and how her loyalty to her race 
was to be tested. 

In his hatr ed for his r ival Haman 
plotted t he destruction of the whole J ew
ish nation. Lots are cast to find the 
lucky day upon which to carry out this 
hellish plot. The king 's consent is ob
tained a nd a royal decree goes forth fix
ing t he day of slaughte r. The a nnounce
ment is followed by universal mourning 
among the Jews, ne ws of which is 
brought to E sther . She is torn by con
fli.cting loyalties. Loyalty to her nation, 
and to her own interests. Her position 
as queen, her very life are at stake. 
What shall she do? Well, what would 
you have done? • 

The crux of the story is contained in 
the words of Mordecai, 4 :14: 'If t hou 
boldest thy peace at t his time, then shall 
enlargement and deliverance arise to the 
J ews from another place· but thou and 
thy father 's Jiouse shall' be destroyed : 
and who knoweth whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for such a t ime as 
t his.''' ,.. 

For Such a Time as This 

The history of Israel finds its most 
powerful situations in the exploits of 
some of its women folks : Deborah, J ael. 
Judith, Delilah, A thaliah and J ezebel. 
E sther embodies the best there is to be 
fo~n ~I in J ewish womanhood : true pa-
!riohsm, a sacrificial spirit, and good 
Judgment. She places t he welfar e of her 
People above her own interests , t he com
mon. good above personal happiness. She 
realized t hat her exalted position in
(Volved new respons ibilities which she 
~ould not escape, and she acted a.ccord
mgly. I~ was t he wilful blindness of t he 
dancer s m t he Tuileries to the miser y of 
t~e serfs th at caused France to run r ed 
with blood in 1789. Esther did not suc
cumb to ~he degrading influences of her 
sur roundmgs. 'The r oyal harem was a 
hot-house of narcotics, vice and intrigue. 
But E sther survived the subtle influences 
?f these evils. By sacrificing her own 
interests, she saved not alone her own 
soul , but the life of her nation as well. 

We are living in da ys that t r y men's 
sou!s. Our homes, our morals, our edu
c3:t1on~l institutions a re in p eril. Who 
:viii rise to defend t hem? Mistaken 
1~eals about marriage abound on everY 
side. '.J'o many it means just having a 
good t une, or indu1ging in the lusts of 
the flesh. Many t here are who demand 
all the pr ivileges but refuse the Tespon
sibilities. What will be the ou t.come? 
Can civilization live when we w reck the 
very foundation upon which it has been 
built? 

• 
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The action of the Nobles was inspired 
by selfish reasoning. They t hought only 
of themselves but their names are for
gotten. The proud empire of which they 
formed a part has crumbled into the 
dust. The place where the grand palaces 
stood in a mass of ru ins, covered by des
ert sands, where the jackals howl and 
the hoot owl builds its nest. But p os
terity s t ill honors the name of a woman 
who dar ed to fight for the honor of her 
sex, a nd who placed the welfare of the 
common good above her own per sonal 
happiness. 

Conclusion 

In concluding t his series of articles, 
Jet' me call your attention to a few ob
servations whfoh I have made in the 
course of my ·25 years in the ministry. 

A c01lll11on expression too often heard 
from young people, when they are ad
vised upon t his great question of mar
r iage is: "It is my life, and I can do 
with it as I please." Well, is it? And 
can you ? Have others no claim upon it 
bes ides yourself? "No man liveth unto 
himself.'' No person has a r ight to 
wreck his life any more than he 
has a r ight to wreck his body. We 
do not permit people to commit suicide 
if we can prevent it. In many countr ies 
such an attempt is punishable. You ca n
not wreck your own life without a ffect
ing the lives of others. 

To begin with, God• has a claim ii71on 
your li f e. I t_is 3: sa.cr~d trust. 1:' ou ca.n
not live your life without taking-· him 
into consider ation. Y ou may pretend 
to or attempt to ignore him, but you 
wfo have to r eckon with immutable laws 
which you ignoTe or violate at your pe~il. 

Christ has a claim uvon yom· lif e. 
He died to r edeem you .. " You are bought 
with a price." Anything that you ?o 
that will mar t hat life ~r detrac~ from its 
usefulness is a sin against ~hrist. 

Your parents have a claim upon you. 
In most cases t hey have made tr~mendous 

.fi for you T hey nounshed you sacri ces · 
through your childhood, educated yo~, 
often denying themselves for your sa~--
y h rl'glit to disr egard them m ou ave no 

1 . our life Some parents are p anmng y · . f . 1 selfish, it is true. and mter ere m ove 
a ffairs of their children for selfish r ea-

. b t rrost of them have only the 
sons , u 'ld t heart and 
welfare of thei r chi r en a ' 
see much f ar ther than most young peo-

ple do. . · · 
H of us feel a Jump r 1Se m 

ow many . k f tu 
our throats when we t hm 0 our s -
dent da s . the threadbare garments, t he 

Y ' 1 l hours and our barren room the one Y ' 1 ' plemented by t 1e meager resources, sup . f 
small sums of money of ten ~ommg rom 
. . h d t·ents David r efused to nrpover1s e pa · b ht 
drink the water that had been r oug 
to him from the well at. Bethl.e~em at 
the r isk of the lives of his soldiers, and 
poured it out as a libation to the ~ord 
instead. Have we any right to misuse 
the blood sacrifice of our parents for sel
fish ends instead of pouring it out unto 
God ? ' . 

Unborn generations have ct claim upon 
you. No young iran or woman has a 

right to foist upon an unborn gener ation 
parents which they themselves would not 
want to have. These are yet unable to 
speak for themselves, but t hey have a 
right to demand that they be considered. 
We do not find ourselves in agreement 
with Hitler on every question, but we 
do when he says to the youth of his coun
t r y : " Marry only for love. A shor t in
toxication of the sen ses is no r eal love. 
Never mar ry the one good person in a 
bad family. Consider whether your mar
riage will help the nation. You will die, 
but what you t r ansmit to your descen
dents \vill live on; in them is your r esur
r ection. Your nation will live eternally." 

Society has a claim upon you. You 
r epresent an investment. Your educa
tion, etc., is largely the gift of society 
at large. Society has a right to demand 
that you so order your life that they 
receive a r eturn on their investment in 
the way of a useful, productive life. To 
do anything that will .compel your off
spring to be a furt her char ge upon so
ciety is criminal. 

Lastly, Yott owe it to yourself. Glad
stone once e>.."}llained his capacity for 
wor k by saying: "I am happy at home.'' 
No man or woman can be at their best, 
when t hey are not happy in the most in
timate r elations of human life. A re
cent biographer of Chas. H . Spurgeon 
(Day : "The Shadow of the Broad Brim") 
says : " Thr ee forces made .t he Heir of 
the Puri tans : 'The Young Son of God,' 
'The Sh!idow of tbe Broad Brim' and 
'Susannah of Westwood' (the wife), 
What the power of her influence was only 
eternity will r eveal. After the Surry 
Hall t ragedy she alone kept his sanity 
upon the throne. What she meant to 
him tl"ay be gleaned from a letter he 
wrote her in 1889, during the 'down
grade.' 'You ar e as an angel of God to 
me . . .. bravest of women, strong in the 
faith, you have ministered unto me . ... 
God bless t hee out;. of t he Seventh 
Heaven." Spur geon was God's gift to 
his gen er ation, but the value of that gift 
was greatly enhanced by Susannah of 
Westwood, who came into his life, "For 
such a time as this.'' Verily : " A worthy 
woman who can find? Her p1·ice is far 
above rubies." 

Ordination of Walter Damrau 
On Octob~r 16, 1934, r ep1·esentatives 

from the churches of Chicago and Vi
cinity met at the Immanuel German Bap
tist church to set apart to t he gospel 
ministry one whom the Lord had for
ordained, Brother Walter Damrau. 

Brother Damrau had begun his educa
tion in Germany but finished his aca
de1ri.c and theolog'cal prepar ation in t he 
institutions of learning of oul' country, 
attending among- others, t he Y. M. C. A. 
College in New York City and the North
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chi
cago. 

The candidate was examined by both. 
the P r udential Committee and the Per-
1't'anent Counci l of Chicago a nd also by 
a council representing our German Bap
tist churches of Chicago and Vicinity. 
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Before both of these councils B rother 
Damrau gave very satisfactory testi
mony with regard to his convers ion, his 
call to the gospel ministry and his re
ligious convictions. 

Brother Walter Damrau has accepted 
the call to the pastorate of the Ger man 
Baptist Church at Alpena, Mich., but at 
the r equest of this church the ordination 
service was held at the candidate's home 
church, the I mmanuel German Baptist 
Church Chicago. The services wer e con
ducted 'by the pastor, Rev. P . A. Frie
derichsen. Dr . John Knechtel, acting 
pastor of the Second German Baptist 
Church , Chicago, read the scripture les
son. Rev. William Kuh n, our general 
missionar y secretary, preached the o~di
nation ser mon based on t he text 2 T im. 
2: 1 : " The Str ong Ministry for Jesus.' ' 
Dr. William Mefford F outs, professor at 
the Nor thern Baptist Theological Sem
inary, spoke the dedicatory prayer. Rev. 
F. L. Hahn, pastor of the Humboldt 
Park German Baptist Church, welcomed 
t he candidate into the r anks of the min
istry and Pr of. Dr. A. J. ~arms .gave to 
the candidate some practical hints for 
a successful ministry. 

Brother Walter Damrau is well pre
pared for the task of the gospel min
istry of our day, and we have r easons 
to believe, that he will become a suc
cessful servant of our Lord, both to. the 
churches he will ser ve and to our de-
nomination. E. R. LENGEFELD. 

Dakota Central Sunday School 
Convention 

The Dakota Central Sunday School 
Conven tion was held at S tr eeter, N. 
Dak., October 9 to 11. 

T he Baptist church being too small, 
the meetings were held in the E vangeli
cal church, which was filled to capacity. 

T he ladies of Streeter served delicious 
lunches in the church basement. 

We were sorry that Brother Mihm could 
not be with us because of illness, but we 
are glad to repor t that Rev. A. Guenther 
from Minneapolis very acceptably filled 
his place. The b1·ethr en G. D. Bertsch 
and Gottlieb Harr led the devotionals. 
The brethr en W . Luebeck, E. S. F enske, 
B. W. Krentz, A. Guenther, J . J . Abel 
and F . Alf spoke on different topics . 

H. G. Braun, A. Krombein and J . J .. 
Lippert took care of the evening serv
ices. 

Rev. G. Eichler brought us the story 
of Rober t Raikes, founder of the Sun
day school in 1783. 

The elect ion of officers for the next 
year took place and the follo'\ving were 
chosen: Rev. J. J. Abel, president; Rev. 
W. Luebeck, vice-president, ana Rev. A. 
Krombein, secretary. 

We had t he privilege of adding the 
Jamestown Sunday school to our Con
vention. 

A question box. conducted by Rev. G. 
E'chler, provoked keen interest. 

Musical selections by the Str eeter and 
Gackle choirs and a song by a SundaY 
school class were enjoyed by all. · 

These were three days well spent. 
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Thanksgiving 
MRS. WILLIAM H . SCHIN DLER 

For the harvest of ripe grain, 
For the bountiful fruit of the tree, 
For thy love and forgiveness, Lord, 
We bring our thanks to thee. 

For thy guidance of the past, 
For thy nearness, that's so real, 
For thy promises to come, 
Lord, it's only thanks we f eel. 

For souls t hat in t hee found 
For giveness f ull and free, 
For these our hearts are full 
Of Thanksgiving Praise for thee. 

. Detroit, Michigan. 

A Letter from Nigeria 
Egbe, via Ilorin, Nigeria, W-es t Africa, 

August 10, 1934. 
Iowa Jugendbund. 
My dear friends and prayer helpers: 

Another convention has passed and I 
have been hearing little reports from 
here and there about the times of spir
itual refreshing you had. How I wish 1 
could have enjoyed the messages given. 
I a lso r ead t he report in the "Baptis t 
Herald" and was much pleased to see 
what you have been doing for the Lord. 
May our heavenly Father bless each and 
every society in the service for him! 

I also wish to thank you for the gift 
of money you sent me. It was a direct 
answer to prayer for we had been pray
ing definitely for some money to carry 
on this work and even before we put the 
need before him he had put it into your 
hearts to send it. 

At present I am not at my s tation but 
twenty-five miles away where we have a 
school for girls. There were twenty
seven of them here last term. They 
come from different kinds of homes 
and surroundings, also different tribes, 
but they can all speak t he Yoruba lan
guage. 

Some of t he older girls have run away 
from home, because their parents wanted 
them to marry pagan husbands. They 
had already taken money for them and 
so are anxious that they go to their hus
ba nds' homes. Moreove r the husbands 
want them. The g irls have had no say 
in the matter and now that they are 
fully grown up and know their minds 
they want to have Christ ian husbands, 
because they themselves have come to 
believe in Jesus as t heir personal Savior. 

One girl's f ather caused us quite a bit 
of trouble lately. The girl r efu sed to 
marry t he man her parents had chosen. 
They know it is hopeles for t hem to in
l' ist on her going to the man, so the 
father came a nd tried to persuade the 
girl to t ake another young man whom 
she doesn 't wan t either. The father was 
afte r a position in t he town and had to 
have some money in hand and so thought 
if t he gir l would want the man he had 
in mind he could get some dowry money 
from the man and so get his position 

and rank in t he town. It's surely sad, 
when one thinks of what s in has done to 
t he hearts of these people. Father and 
mother do not have t he love for their 
children, but sell them off, as it were, 
for something which will bring a little 
honor to themselves, never thinking 
about the future of the girl. 

Continue to pray for these people in 
heathen darkness and the women in par
ticular. · 

Yclurs in his glad ser vice, 
MARGARET LANG. 

The Benton Harbor B. Y. P. U. at 
the Twenty-fifth Anniversary 

of the Church 
On Monday evening, Nov. 12, 1934, 

our B. Y. P . U. had an opportunity to 
co-operate in making the 25th Anniver
sary of the Clay Street Baptis t Church 
of Benton Harbor a h appy celebration. 
As at the other meetings the auditorium 
and part of the Sunday school r oom 
wer e filled to capacity. The platform 
was beautifully decorated with huge 
bouquets of chrysanthemums. 

The history given by the secretary 
revealed some interesting facts. Rev. F . 
G. Wolters organized the society Nov. 
23, 1909, with 20 members. The fi r st offi
cers elected wer e: President, R ev. F . G. 
Wolter s ; vice-president, Wm. Behlen; 
secretar y, Paul Schmanski ; tr easurer, 
Ben. Grieser. 

At the first meeting a decision was 
made to hold meetings on second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month, the sec
ond Tuesday being set aside for the study 
of the Life of Chris t and t he fourth to 
be either a literary or social evening. 
They further decided that the dues would 
be 25 cents a quarter or $1 a year, but 
those who were not financially able were 
per!l"itted to pay 60> cents annually. 
I n 1910 William Behlen succeeded 
Brother Wolters as president. Fol
lowing are the names of those who have 
presided in the past: Ben Grieser Paul 
Schmanski, A. H. Schmidtman 'Chas. 
Prillwitz and at present Coma'd Som
merfeld. The progral)1 generally fol
lowed during this time inc1uded various 
~Iission~ry an~ Bible talks, unusually 
rnte~estmg musical programs, Valentine 
p arties, Box Socials and Beach picnic-;. 
The enrollment at the present t ime is 
68 i:iember s. The meetings are held ex
clusively on Sunday evening preceding 
~he .usu al church service. Much talen t 
is d1 splat~ed .and an unusual awount of 
co-opera ion 1s exhibited Up t th 
ent t ime the society. ha o .ed pres
~1041 97 t s Pa1 out 
" owar d local expenses and 
$722.65 toward missions thus k. 
a tot J d" • ma 1ng a expen iture of $1764.62 

The main feature of th . 
the production of the p•= e~?Tnhmg Lwas 
Chul·ch " h" h . Y e ost • w JC mcluded I B "d a a rge cast cs1 es good performan . 
background ancl Jightingce, ffa vtery fitting 
I d M h · c ec was pro-' uce · uc tune and · · fo -t conscientious ef-

I was expended to make th' 
rea l live one. is number a 

GERTRUDE L. Ross, Sec. 
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The Young People of the Bethel, 
Anaheim, Church Make 
Another Annual Report 

Our society during the past year has 
been under the leadership of H erbert 
Stabbert, president ; Eugene Bresse!, 
vice-president ; Louise Schroeder, secre
tary; Adolph Hein, treasurer, and our 
pastor as advisor. 

Our member ship at the present time 
consists of 109 active member s and seven 
non-r esident members. 

We did not commence our month ly 
progl·am in November, as we usually do, 
because of t he Gypsy Smith meetings 
that were held in Anaheim at t hat ti me, 
but started with a Christmas pageant, 
continuing each month t hereafter, with 
the exception of our summer vacation . 
The programs were of a varied nature 
and consisted of a question box, debate, 
evening of song. Easter p lay, Mother 's 
Day program, Father 's Day progr am, 
conference reports and Bible study. 

\Ve had nineteen prayer meetings dur
ing the past year ; this fi gure may sound 
small, but considering the Sunday eve
nings omitted for the Gypsy Smith meet
ings, monthly programs, miscellaneous 
church programs , and two months vaca
tion, you can r eadi ly see that we t ook 
advantage of every opportunity. Fif
teen of the meetings u sed the leader and 
group system, eight of which were in
cluded in a contes t between married and 
s ingle members, one was in charge of 
t he Executive C.Omittee, one in charge of 
our pastor, Rev. 0. R. Schroeder, and 
two. under the leader and group system, 
were included in our contest between 
women and men member s, which carries 
over in to the new year. Our prayer meet
ings were interesting and inspiring and 
we often wished the time a llotted c_ould 
have been lengthened to allow for a con
tinuation of the interesting discussions. 
We also visited the church of Carl Jung
keit at Silver Acres one week day eve
ning, and some of our members joined 
the pastor in vis iting the County Jail 
on several occasions. 

The social committee ably performed 
thi;ir duties and thr ough the.ir efforts we 
en.Joyi;d a Christmas party, snow partY. 
tn-umon get-together, enterta inment for 
conference delegates at the city park, 
beach party and carn ival· the latter be
ing our money making' feature from 
which we made a net profit of $51.66 
for our Church Building Fund. . 

Due to an opportunity to gai n certain 
be11efits by paying off a s tated amoun t 
on ou.r church debt t he greatest part of 
our disbursements has b een giv:m to the 
Building Fund. It is a lso interesting to 
know t hat our income this year incr eased 
$35 65 over las t year. 
. The s ick committee has diligently vis
~tcd the s ick and reported 109 v isits dur-
rng the past year. . 

As a society we thank God for 1115 

patient and kindly gu'idance in the past 
and we put our trust in him for the corn
ing yea r with the knowledge that the 
same loving guidance will be with us. 

LOUISE SCHROEDER, Sec. 
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An Annual Institute m Detroit 
The Annual I nstitute of t he Young 

People's and Sunday School Workers · 
Union of Detroit , Mich., was held 
November 5-9 this year. We assembled 
at t he Burns Avenue church. It was 
encouraging to the executive committee 
who did the planning, to see the at
tendance climb to 380. The Institute 
took on a different form from previous 
years. Two speakers spoke a lternately 
to the assembly. Our presiden t, Ed. 
Strauss, was t he leader. The second 
vice-president, Stanley Ernst, was song 
leader. Following prayer Rev. Paul Ge
bauer br ought our work in t he Camer
oons to us in p"cture and speech, U1e 
latter being so penetrated with his per
sonality which is so f ully yielded to the 
work that we were riveted and inspired 
to a will ing ness for greater sacrifice to 
do what we can in prayer and gifts for 
the work. We hope t hat some one heard 
the call to "Come over to t he Cameroons 
and help us." On the closing night 
Brother Gebauer was presented with a 
gun which will ser ve as a means of pro
tection as well as to enable him to pro
cure meat for his carriers thus diminish
ing the expenses on his t rips in the 
Cameroons. 

Following the ne.cessary announce
ments and offering the second speaker, 
Rev. Mr . Devine, presented his message. 
For t his purpose he used a chart which 
pictured according to his conception the 
Book of Revelations, depicting the 
Church Age, Tribulation, Judgment, Re
surrection, Mil lennium, New Heaven and 
the New Earth. The Lord has again 
not only revealed to us his divine plan 
but challenged us to yield our ver y best 
in the upbuilding and extension of t he 
cause of our Master that his name b e 
exalted above every other name and J e
sus Chris t a lone be praised. 

HELEN L. KLIESE, Sec. 

Annual Session of the Oklahoma 
A ssociation 

The Oklahoma Association met with 
the German Baptist Church near Shat
tuck, Okla. The t heme for t he session 
was "Christ is All in All," Col. 3: 11. It 
proved to be a happy selection and found 
expression in ever~ essay and sermon. 
The devotional periods were conducted 
by the brethren F. Dobrovolny on " True 
Disciples," Sam Geis on "True Riches,"' 
H. Weber on "Willing Hearers" and F. 
Schantz on "Blessed Assurance." 

Two very helpful Bible studies were 
g iven by the brethren A. G. Rietdorf and 
Chas. Wagner. Also three papers by the 
following men: "Christ for Us," by Rev. 
F. W. Socolofsky; "Christ in Us," by 
Rev. A. Knopf, and "Christ Through Us," 
by Rev. R. A. Klein. 
· The evening addresses were given by 

the following men: Rev. R. A. Klein, 
Rev. A.G. Rietdorf, Rev. A. Knopf. Rev. 
Chas. A. Wagner gave an in ter esting talk 
on his trip to Europe and the World 
Baptist Alliance at Berlin, Germany. H e 
a lso gave t he address to the young people 
on Sunday afternoon. 

Rev. F. W. Socolofsky preached the 
missioi:iary sermon on Sunday morning. 
The offering of t he association was des
ig nated for t he building fund of t he 
E mmanuel Baptist Church. 

The passing of Brother A. P. Mihm 
was felt ver y keen ly in our midst and 
a committtee was appointed to draw up 
the following resolutions : 

Whereas the h eavenly Father has seen 
it wise to remove from our midst our 
beloved brother and fe llow worker Rev. 
A. P. Mihm, we of t he Oklahoma Baptist 
Association assembled at its r egula r ses
sion of 1934, together with t he r epresen
tatives of the B. Y. P. and s. S. W. 
Union at Shattuck wish to express : 

First: Our esteem for the fa ithful and 
worthy service of our beloved br other 
and leader in the young people's work, 
and a lso as editor of the "Baptist Her
ald" for t~e past twelve years, to which 
he gave himself with such singular de
votion. We pray the Lord of the ha r vest 
t~ grant a large ingathering from the 
wide and extensive sowing of our 
brother. 

Second: That because of such a fa ith
ful devotioi:i of all his powers to our 
Lord and Master, we cannot but feel 
keenly t he Joss of his counsel and the in
fluence of his quiet faith and friendly 
presence, which we h ave been privileged 
to enjoy so often in this association. 
Truly a faithful leader in Israel has 
fallen. 

Third: That because of the many 
personal friendships that grew out of 
the associations with him throughout the 
years, we would express our deepest 
sympathy and love to the bereaved fam
ily and loved ones. 

R. A. KLEIN, Reporter. 

Happenings a t Ba ileyville, Ill. 
On Friday evening, October 5, after 

the regula r prayer service our church 
observed the second anniversary of the 
coming of Dr. and Mrs. H arms and fam
ily to Baileyville. 

Ta lks g iven by the various officer s of 
the clwr ch, the Sunday school superin . 
tcndent and president of the Ladies Mis
sionary Society a ll expressed a feeling 
cf gratification in looking over what 
had been accomplished in the past two 
years. They were years of blessed fel
lowship tog<>~her with our beloved pas
tor and fa1mly. During this time fifty 
new member s wer e added to t he church. 

Specia l meetings were held by our own 
pastor, Rev. Mr. Meeker, Miss More
land and ~Ii ~s J ohnson of t he Chicago 
Hebrew M1ss1on , Dr. Virgin of the North 
Shore Baptist Church of Chicago, Dr. 
Conant and R ev. Mr. Broeker of the 
Albany Park Bapt ist Church of Chicago. 
. One of the marked improvements made 
m .the~e two years was the Departmen
tah~ation of the Sunday school. We now 
r ealize t~a.t our classes of boys and girls 
~re rec~1vmg much more in the way of 
ins truction than they were before they 
were graded into depa rtments according 
to the proper age. Mr s. A. J. Har ms is 
the capable and efficient superintedent 
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of the Primary and Junior Room, and 
much could be said about the fine work 
that she is doing there. 

The adoption of the Standard of E x
cellence with the six point reco1·d system 
has shown improvements in the Sunday 
school in many ways. 

The B. Y. P. U. a lso was r eorganized. 
The officers are now elected semi-annu
a lly. The program committee plans very 
inter esting programs about a month in 
advance, and great in ter est is shown in 
these programs by a splendid attendance. 
Prayer services are also weil attended, 
we are at present studying the book of 
Romans. 

The church was the recipient of New 
Baptist Hymnals, a gift from our pas
tor ; also song books for the Primary and 
Junior Room. 

The pastor and his wife had the priv
ilege of attending t he Baptist World 
Congress at Berlin last summer, and 
while abroad visited six differ ent coun
tries. 

The work of the kingdom of our re
turning Lord must go on in Baileyville 
as in other places; and the words of 
the apostle cheer and encourage us as 
we work: "Let us not be weary in well 
doing ; for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not." REPORTER. 

Home Coming and Golden Jubilee 
at Beatrice, Nebr. 

A very enjoyaible day was spent at 
the West Side Baptist Church on October 
21 when a general "Home Coming" was 
combined with t he Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the chm:ch. The Sunday school and 
morning worship services wer e largely 
attended by old members and friends 
who came to r enew old friendships, and 
who were an inspiration to the present 
members and their friends. 

The church was beautifully decorated 
with yellow and white chrysanthemums, 
dahlias and green ferns. Ther e was 
also a large s ign in gold letters over the 
pulpit with the wor d, "Welcome" and the 
years "1884-1934" on it. 

The church was or ganized in 1884 by 
Rev. J. J. Valkenaar of Glenville, Nebr., 
who served the small group once a 
month, until they could call their own 
pastor. The following minis ters served 
here duril1g the fifty years: Rev. Ewald 
Meier, Rev. A. Transchel, Rev. A. J. 
Marquardt, Rev. R. M. Klingbeil, Rev. 
F. G. Wolter, Rev. Oscar Autritt, Rev. 
J. Huber and Rev. J. H. Pankratz. 

At noon a basket dinner was served 
to about 150 people and at two-thirty 
P . M. the Jubilee services took place 
wh ich were in charge of the pastor, Rev'. 
J. H. Pankratz. The only two charter 
members s till remaining in our church 
arc Mrs. Wm. N ieman and Mrs. Gustav 
Stuermer. They gave accounts of th r 
01·ganization and it s har dships, joys and 
sorrows. Rev. A. J . Ma1·qua rdt, who 
served the church as pastor for 19 years 
and who makes his home here now, gave 

(Continued on page 16) 



14 THE BAPTIST HERALD 

Our Devotional Meeting 
December 16, 1934 

What Missionary Opportunities 
Exist Within Ten Mile s of 

O ur Church? 
Matt. 9 :35-38 

The Ckeat Commission Misunderstood. 
Just before his ascension. our Lord said 
to his disciples, "G:o ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel .to every 
creature" (Mark 16:15). We often read 
these words as though they meant for us 
to send missionaries to China, and In
dia, and to the heart of Africa, etc.
which they do mean, but they mean a 
great deal more than that. Our Lord said 
"all the world," not only the world that 
is far away, but the world that is right 
in our community. He told his disciples 
to begin at J erus alem, that meant right 
at home. Our Lord went to the cities 
and little towns of his own country and 
preached the kingdom of God, and if we 
really investigated we might be sur
prised at the missionary opportunities 
all about us. How many there are who 
are sick of soul, who are weak, who have 
no moral strength, and so they fall a prey 
to the ravages of sin. 

The Shepherdless. Jesus saw the 
great crowds of people without a shep
herd, and he was moved with .compas
s ion for them. What moved him was not 
t heir physical weariness but their har
assment and p erplexity under the bur
densome ritua lism imposed on them by 
t he Pharisees. They had many scribes, 
but no shepherds. No one cared for their 
souls. They were simply neglected. Are 
t here not many folks withln a short dist
ance of our churches whom we are neg
lecting? Say not, t here is no mission
ary opportunity. "The field is white 
unto harvest," said Jesus. Note here 
and in John 4 :35 the plain intimation 
that the impediment to the spread of 
t he gospel is not the hardness of the 
hear t and unpreparedness of the world 
for it, but t he lack of activity in the 
church. The harvest of souls is ready ; 
but t her e are eit her no laborer s, or t hey 
lack t he t rue spiri t of Christ. 

Neglected Chi ldlren and You th. The 
fi r st Sunday school was start ed by an 
earnest. Christian who took t he plight of 
t he waifs of the str eet to his heart. H e 
gat~ered t he.m together and taught t hem 
t~ smg and instruct ed them in the Bible. 
Smee .t hat day until t his many a boy 
and girl h as been saved from a life of 
sin _by t he work of the Sunday school. 
Christ wants to save not only the soul 
from eternal destruction, but the ent ire 
life for goodness and for God. Ther e are 
many children both in city and country 
who are not attending a ny Sunday school. 
There are young people who for want of 
a better place are meeting on street cor
ners and so of ten getting into mischief. 

August F. Runtz 

Are the doors of our churches closed too 
much? Would delinquency be decreased 
if the church provided more wholesome 
recreation? Is it true that we are satis
fied in our snug complacency and content 
to let ~he rest of the world go by, go 
where 1t may? 

December 23, 1934 

Why D id J esus Come? 
John 10:7-18 

T o Save from S in. Before Jesus was 
born an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph and told him that the babe which 
was to be born into his home was to be 
named "Jesus." Now there was a very 
special reason for that name, as the an
gel explained: "For he shall save his 
people from their sins." T he angel that 
announced his birth to the shepherds 
who watched their flocks said that a "Sa
vior" had been born. Later in the min
istry of Jesus, as he had entered into 
the house of Zacchaeus one day he said 
that salvation had entered that home 
that day, and then he announced that h e 
had come to earth to seek and to save 
that which was lost. Everywhere the New 
Testament brings the message " Christ 
died to save us from our sin." There are 
many by-products of his coming, but the 
one great, outstanding and important 
reason is to save from sin. 

To Gather Together. Toward the close 
of _Christ's .. earthy life the high priest, 
Caiaphas, prophesied that J esus should 
die for the nation; and not for the na
t ion only, but that he might gather to
gether into one the children of God that 
ar e s catter ed abroad." It is here ex
plicitly stated that J esus Christ ca~e 
in to the world to gather into one the 
.sca ttered family of the Most High. "It 
is ihe great work of Chris t to heal the 
wounds, to make dissens ions cease and 
to bring the world around himself into 
a sacred brotherhood in the Fatherhood 
of God.'' 

_To Give Life. "I am come that they 
migh t have life," said J esus. There is 
such a. thing a s s piritual death. Out:;ide 
of Christ all are dead in trespasses and 
s in . A man in a dying condition re
cei".es ~lood-transfusion, and s oon the 
whi te lips show the signs of life. When 
a ~oul tu~ns to God in i·epentance and 
faith t~e hfe of God comes into that soul. 
I~ _Christ ~II ~re made alive. When the 
1 vmg Chnst hves in us we are no more 
dea<l. 

To Give Abundant Vfe "Fa! . r . . . se i e-
1g1on co1:nes t o deprive men of their lib-

e7t y, then· . property, their ear thly hap
piness, to kill their natu1·a1 and free life 
and t o . d~stroy, fina lly , the soul. Th~ 
true r~hg1on comes first to give t his pres
eut hfe more abundant development 
a nd the n through that to give eternai 

life. Hence, whatever form of religion 
tends to deprive mankind of its free, 
natural, and joyous life is anti-Chris
tian; the constant tendency of Christ's 
teaching and influence is to make the 
whole life, social, intellectual, moral, and 
spiritual, more abundant." 

To Give Eternal Life. Immortality 
and eternal life are not one and the same 
thing. Every person has immortality, 
but not every person has eternal life. 
Eternal life is something which begins 
here when we receive Jesus Christ. It 
may be only a bud here, but it will blos
som out in all its fullness in the here
after. "The g;ft of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." It is 
the great quest of the soul to have eter
nal life, the life t hat will eternally en
joy the fellowship of God and Christ, 
freed from all sin, and hurt, and wrong, 
knowing the fullness of joy, and peace, 
and blessedness. All these, and more, 
Christ came to bring us. 

December 30, 1934 
H ow to Make Our Dream s Come 

True 
Gen. 37:5-11 

The N ecessity of Dream$. What a 
dreamer Joseph was ! Eleven sh eaves 
bow to his sheaf; Sun, moon, and eleven 
stars make obeisance to him. I dle dreams 
are not only useless but dangerous. One 
who is always lost in wild imaginations 
a nd vain schemes will never get any
where. However, we must have dreams, 
and hopes, and aspirat ions, and visions 
of higher things. " Where there is no 
vis ion the people perish," said the writer 
of Proverbs. Every invention first was 
formed in the mind of the inventor be
fore it became visible reality. We must 
see the possibilities of a better world and 
a better life before we will try t o make 
t hem r eal. The prophet J oel said, that 
when the Holy Spirit would come the 
young men would see visions. And what 
visions those young apostles had of a 
Christ-ruled world, and how they went 
about to secure it! 

Ma.ke the Best of Circumstances. Ye~, 
the da y came when those eleven brotli
er s and even the old father bowed down 
before Joseph, but there were many 
heart-rending experiences from the time 
of those dreams until he became Prime 
Minister of Egypt. He had been thrown 
into a pit to be destroyed, and was sold 
as a slave int o Einrpt. Here was a. try
ing experience, but he s eems to have 
borne himself up so well that a promi
nent man of that country bought him 
a s a s lave. Because he r efused to sin 
he was thrown into prison accused of 
the very sin he refused to commit. H ere 
aga in he made the best of a bad mess 
and was soon the trus ted prisoner of 
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the dungeon. W·hen late r he held the t hought and effort men learned how to 
destiny of a nation in his hands he used plan and organize existing materials 
all his mental and spiri tual power to into apparatus to transmit and to re
save that nation from starvation and ceive messages over these waves. But 
ut ter ruin. We believe that he was given the creator is God. Our world did not 
such an exalted pos ition and was able t o always exist in its present form. Nei
execute it because in every circumstance ther has life always existed on the earth. 
he looked t o God and trust ed in his Prov- They never came by chance. There mus t 
idence. " God did send me before you to have been a first cause. The very first 
preserve life." verse of the Bible .clears up the whole 

R esist Temptations. If our dreams are mystery. "In the beginning God created 
to come t r ue we must not permit our- t he 'heaven and the earth." <rlid is the 
selves to look to the right or the left. source of all created things. He is the 
Having put our hand to the plough we source of all life. Life can come only 
dare not look back. Having started on from life. He is the Life from which 
t he journey to Canaan we mus t not ban- all life comes. 
ker after the garlic and onions of Egypt . God Is L <J11Jei. To think of God as the 
Joseph had high ideals for his life, but Creator and the Source of all being, to 
there were many temptat ions t hr ust in think of him as almighty and omniscient, 
his way to prevent him from achieving might still make him appear as hard 
them. When he had been sold as a slave and cold and very distant from the yearn
he did not sink down in despair, saying ing heart. But when we think of him 
he did not car e what became of him now, as "love," then he comes very near to us . . 
but rather kept plodding on to improve And we know that he did come near to 
himself intellectually and spiritually. us, and revealed himself in J es us Christ 
When he was tempted to commit that as a God of love. Arid this is what we 
great sin he did not say, what does it must need to know about God. He is not 
mat ter anyway, nobody sees, nobody hard and cold and indifferent, but he is 
knows, nobody cares. "No! " he said, as a father who yearns for his erring 
" God forbid,, how can I do t his great children. God so loved that he gave his 
wickedness and sin against God?" In Son. J esus sai:I, "I and the Father are 
the prison he might have bEcome ugly one. " "He that hath seen me hath seen 
and sour. When he came to power he t he Father ." When we see Jesus agon
might have become vindictive and izing in Gethsemane for the sins of the 
Wl.'eaked vengeance upon his brethren. world, we see God a gonizing t here. When 
He did not know what God had in mind we see J esus wTi thing in pain and sh ame 
for h im t hrough all these years , never- on the cross, we see God there. No 
theless he r esisted every t emptation a nd power on earth or h ell could have held 
at last his dreams came true. him thei·e,- no, the spikes did-n't hold 
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W hat Do I Know A bout God ? 
Psalm 89:1-34 ; 1 John 4:16 

God Is a Person . We must be careful 
what we understand by p er son. It does 
not mean that God has hands and feet, 
and eyes and ea rs as we have, nor that 
he is limited a s we are. When we say 
that God is a person, or p ersonalit y, we 
mean that he is a being with self-con
scousness and self--Oetermination, a per 
son with intelligence and emotion and 
will. No one can long contemplate the 
marvel, the order, and the accuracy of 
the grea t univer se, no~ study the won
derfuly intricate machiner y of the hu
man body without knowing th at a great 
intellect is ba ck of it all. Then God is a 
per son of emotion and feeling. The Bible 
says tha t God can be angry. We know 
that he is benevolent, and tha.t his heart 
goes out in mercy toward his ening 
children. Above all we know that God 
loves. Then tfiis person has a will. He 
can choose to do a t hing or not t o do it. 
God is not a mer e ab3tract principle 
wi t hout hear t or head. He is a person 
as we are persons, fo r we are made in 
his image. H e thinks, he f eels, be wills. 

God Is the Creator. Have you ever 
noticed that man n ever created anything, 
but s implv or ganized existing material 
into beaut iful or useful creations? Taks 
the r adio, for insta nce. Men discovered 
ether waves. They ar e as old a s the 
world. Then t hrough a great deal of 

him-Love, a nd love only held him there. 
We do know something about God, but 
what are we permitting this knowledge 
to do for our lives? 

The B. Y. P. U. of th e First 
Church, Los A ngeles, Ca lif., 

Reports 
"How then shall they call on him in 

whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard ? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher? and how shall 
they preach except they be sent?" Rom. 
10:14, 15. 

Inspired by these ver ses to work with 
a greater zeal in spreading the gospel of 
Christ it has been the desire of our 
young peop'e during t he past year to 
make these months count for missions , 
both home and foreign. 

Apart from our endeavor to spread the 
gosp el through song, t estimony and ser
rron at the Sa ilor's Rest Mission in San 
Pedro, which we visit each month, all'd' 
through a11 occas ional vis it t o the shut
ins at the County F arm at Hondo, we 
we1·e privileged t o give $116.74 for mis
s ionary purposes t o be used both in our 
homeland and in the u t termos t p a rts of 
tho earth. 

Our meetings wi th f ew exceptions 
were held each Sunday evening As has 
been our cus tom for some time, our y oung 
people have ch arge of the en t ire eve
ning service once a month . Our pro
grams on these evenings have been var-
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ied as well as inspirational and bene
ficial. 

With the generous aid of a friend, 
our "B. Y.'' purchased a stereopticon ma
chine during this past year, and it has 
proved very jhelpful in many of our 
services. 

From July 26 to 29 we were happy 
for t he opportunity of entertaining our 
California B. Y. P. U . and S. S. Work
ers ' Union, and we trust that all who 
attended were benefit ed and blessed. 
Moreover we hope that our convention 
theme, "All for Christ," will always be 
remembered. 

Then, too, we are thankful for the 
times of fun and fellowship which we 
enjoyed on various occasions with our 
own and other societies. 

On Sunday evening, October fourth, 
we gave our anniversary program. The 
young people from Anaheim and the 
Ebenezer Church of Los Angeles joined 
us in celebrating thls occasion. 

The program, led by the president, Miss 
.Ruth Schulze, consisted of several musi
cal numbers after the reading of scrip
ture and prayer followed by t he instal
lation of the new officers, which are: 
President, Theo. Wuttke; vice-president, 
John Wolff; secretary, Walter H erman; 
t r easurer, Ruth Eichblatt. 

At the close we assembled in the lower 
auditorium for light refreshments and 
a social hour. 
It is our prayer that the Lord might 

use us to a much greater service in the 
fur thering of his kingdom in the com-
ing year. REPORTER. 

After the Storm 
S USAN SCHILLING 

This pas t summer we experienced a 
great drought. We had few storms with 
flashes of lightening and crashing 'thun
der , with winds wrathfully shaking our 
homes to their very foundations, rain 
clattering against our window panes an<l 
seeping through the unknown crack in 
the roof. There was hardly a gentle 
shower to break any plans we may have 
made for pleasant outings and picnics. 

W'e know the result. Our crippled 
crops, the thirsty vegetation, wither ed 
and half grown. The air laden '\vith 
dust , and the cheerful sunny days turned 
into disagreeably hot and sult ry days. 

We too, as human beings, experience 
seasons of ca lm and storms in our lives 
and often cry out like frightened chil
dren, a t the first clap of the approach
ing t hunder a nd the flash of lighten ing 
--even though it may do us no harm 
nevertheless we of ten pray t ha t w~ 
might be spared or that t he storm would 
pass by quickly. We make plans again 
and again r egar dless of the purposes and 
plans of God, and therefore a storm in 
our lives would cause considerable dam
age. 

W e regard the gen t le sh owers as i n
~vitable, of ~ourse, and th ey r eally don 't 
mterfere with our plans and lives in 
gen eral. But when the storms come and 
all gr ows dark around us, when the' r ain 
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lashes us cruelly and the thunder rolls 
and rumbles on unceasingly, when the 
winds shake our faith to its foundation, 
then comes the true test in life! Those 
whose faith has been weak and not able 
to withstand the raging stor m, find 
themselves miserably and desperately 
unh appy a nd at times cursing the crea
tor. 

However, we may weather the storms 
bravely, if we remember his promises ; 
that he will g ive us str ength to bear our 
burdens and help us; that he careth for 
us, and that he is our shep herd and 
that we should fear no evil. Usually 
after t he storm the air becomes pure 
and sweet, cleared of a ll imp urities, we 
have grown stronger a nd wiser ~nd 
therefore are better trained to face the 
next storm. 

May we remember this lesson : God 
keeps his promises. Therefore, when we 
face the storms of life, and they will 
come, a nd at times cause much damage, 
let us fully trust h im, who knoweth all 
th ings a nd doeth all th ings well. 

The Careful Gleaners 
The girls class of the Baptist Sunday 

school of McClusky, N. Dak., under the 
leader ship of Mrs. H. G. Br aun, organ
ized a class J anuar y, 1828, and adopted 
the name "Careful Gleaner s." The 
motto : "We glean not thorns but flowers" 
was chosen. It was a lso decided to meet 
once a month in one of t he homes of the 
member s. At our meetings we enj oyed 
many worth while programs, and during 
the summer several outings and picnics. 

Many happy hours during the past 
years were spent in sewing for t he peo
ple in Africa or for some fancy-work 
sale; and in planning something to earn 
money for the support of our orphan 
boy "Samy" in Cameroon. Africa, whom 
the class has adopted and pledged to 
s upport for two years. 

The Gleaners feel they have a part 
in the wonderfu l work Rev. and Mrs. 
Rosenau are doing in Africa, since we 
have at different t imes sent them money 
amounting to $65 in .cash and $25 dollars 
worth of material for their work among 
the natives. Through the letter s from 
Mrs. Rosenau and the monthly news 
sheet from them we have kept in close 
contact with the progress of their work. 

As a class it was our pleasure to pre
sent the church with oak collect ion 
plates and help finance the r edecorating 
of the church basement. We also have 
at various times sent funds to Dr. Kuhn 
and subscribed to the "Girl's Companion,'' 
a weekly paper. Each girl in the class 
will receive a copy every Sunday for live 
years . 

In the pas t year s we have earned 
about $300 t hrough fancy work sales, 
food sales, lunch stands, commissions 
from selling calendars and especially 
"talent money," t hat is, each girl r e
ceived ten cents to be increased in the 
t ime alloted and with a little over $1 
in dimes t he g irls earned $17.74 from 
spring until fall. 

With God's help we have been able to 

assist here a nd there a nd we hope to 
continue our work in the future. 

Our success we owe to our leader, Mrs. 
Bra un, who through her loyal and de
voted effort has done much for the class 
and its members. 

Eben ezer East, Saskatchewan 

The women's missionary society of 
our church observed the fifteenth anni
versary with a splendid progr am on the 
evening of October 25. The p resident, 
Mrs. Aug. Zimmer, presided. Mr . 0. A. 
Fandry gave the address. The feature 
of the program was an impressive dia
log g iven by ninetEen women and eigb t 
girls. Our society is very active ·and 
among other things reported forty sick 
calls and the gaining of eleven members 
wit h a present membership of twenty-
seven. MRS. H. FENSKE. 

Annual Report of the B. Y . P. U., 
First Church, Chicago, Ill. 

The B. Y. P. U. of the F irst German 
Baptist Church faces the future with 
bright h opes and strong courage. The 
"depression" years have witnessed a 
marked revival in the spir itua l life of 
our young people, resulting in better 
attended meetings, livelier t estimony 
meetings and more useful and helpful 
progr ams. 

Our society has been for tunate in the 
past in securing distinguished sp eakers, 
such as Geo. S. Schuler, well known h ymn 
writer and member of the faculty of t he 
Moody Bible Instit ute ; Dr. J . E. Conant, 
author of several books on Evangelism 
and a well known Bible teacher, and 
Mr. John F enn, one of the foremost 
prison evangelists in Chicago. "Nothing 
ventured, n othing gained" has been ou r 
policy, and when the suggestion wa!S 
made a year ago, that we engage the 
famous J ewish violinist, Alexander Ka
minski, former musician to the Czar of 
Russia and now a consecrated Chris tian, 
we did not give t he idea as a hopeless 
one, but immediately began nEgotiations, 
which resulted in a wonderful concer t, 
g iven in our church befor e a large and 
enthusiastic audience. By the t ime this 
article is printed, we will also have had 

The New Officers 

THE BAPTIST HERALD 

the honor and pleasure of sponsor ing at 
our church an illustr ated lectur e by the 
famous cartoonist of the "Chicago Daily 
News,'' Mr. V. R. Shoemaker, a devoted 
Christian. 

While we are for tunate in securing 
t he !;ervices of many outside sp eakers, 
we do not neglect the development of our 
own talent, and endeavor to have every 
member participate in th e programs -at 
some t ime or other . 

In addition to our weekly devotional 
meetings, we have additional activities, 
such as the sponsoring of daily home 
Bible reading, the support of J ewish 
mission work, a Tract League, monthly 
programs in our Old P eople's Home, 
occasional programs to raise money for 
missions, and the publicat ion of our own 
monthly paper, ent itled "The B. Y. P. U. 
News'' which is published in mimeo
graphed form. 

The officers for 19~4-5 are : Edwar d 
Meister, president; Fred H offmann, vice
president; Elfrieda Kastner, secretary, 
a nd Wa lter Loewen, treasurer. The 
Commission Leader s are Elizabeth Kal
weit, Devotional ; Minnie Pankr atz, 
Stewardship; W alter Gardziella, Service, 
and Lill ian Dietz, F ellowship. 

WALTER C. P ANKRATZ. 

Horne Corning 
(Cont inued from page 18) 

an interesting talk on t he h istory of the 
church during his ministr y here. Wm. 
Nieman and G. W. Schneepflo£k gave 
secretary and t r easurer r eports, and Rev. 
C. R. Lowe, president of t he Beatr ice 
Ministerial Association, extended con
gratulations. 

Large yellow chrysanthemums wer e 
presented to the two charter members, 
Mrs. Nieman and Mrs. Stuermer, to 
Brother Marqua rdt, who served the 
church longest as minister, to Wm. Nie-
man, our church clerk, who has served 
over 40 years, to t he present fa it hfu l 
deacons, Herman Stuermer and G. w. 
Schneepflock, and to our pastor and 
Mrs. Pankratz. 

To complete t he daY., a group of young 
people from a sist er church of our city 
presented a pageant, "The Challenge of 
t he Cross," to a house filled to its ca
pacity. 

May the Lord bless his little flock her P 
and grant us to grow in numbers, a s 
well as spirit ua lly! 

ONE WHO WAS PRESENT. 

Oak Park German Ba ptist Church 
Hal'lem and Dixon, 

Forest Park, I ll. 
THEODORE W. DONS, Pastor 

Sunday Wor ship, 10.30 A. M. and 
7.30 P. M. 

Prayer Sen >'.ce, Wednesday 8 P. M. 

Visitors in Chicago, W elcome ! 


