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[QJN ~_;R~H - !EJEACE 

~ODD [W]ILL [I]owARD [M]EN ~ 

~nnh lltll wn :!lrn 
JJ. frtP.rnitt 1ijull 

"<B>noh tuill to men!" Wl1.e Q!l1ri.atma.a angel-!iottg 
lJiell ott a morl.b uf l7atr.eh nub of wrong ; 

®n r.eil oppr.e!i!iio11 t11ronrh from hays of olil, 
®n hark r.eu.eng.e atth lunt of pomrr atth golb ; 

iGo.at ! iGo.at ! t17ut 17.ettuenly ntraitt atttill t17e t17rong. 

ilut 110 ; a motl7er-unire tah.eli up tqe song. 
1£ow, !itu.e.et, tq.ett .etrang.e 1 t! cl.ear it .a1ui>ll.a along 

Ag.e aft.er age its m.elohirs unfolh, 
"~on() mill to men !" 

i\nh .etu.e.et.er, cl.ear.er yft, anh yrt mor.e strong, 
Wl7at qrau.enly rqnrh it.s mu.air .sqall prolong, 

Will l7ate for.ener hntumuarh .sqall b.e rolleh, 
Will lnue .aqall all tq.e 17.eart.a of men unfolh, 

i\nb .eartq r.ep.eat tqe (!U7ri.atmas ang.el-song, 
"~null mill to men !'' 
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THE BAPTIST HERALD 

What's . Happening 
Berthold J acksteit, a recent graduate 

from our seminary, is now serving the 
Second church, Leduc, and that of Rab
bit Hill, Alberta. He was ordained by 
the former November 14. 

Reverend G. E. Lohr, pastor of our 
church at Lodi, California, met with an 
unfortunate and painful automobile 
accident which has put him to bed. He 
was in the company of several friends 
who shared his misfortune. We hope 
for an early recovery. 

Dr. James H. Franklin, late secretary 
of the Baptis t Foreign Missionary SCJo
ciety, was formally inducted into th~ 
office of president of Crozier Theological 
Seminary on October 9, 1934. This is 
a.lways a colorful and i mpressive pro
cedur e. 

After a continuous service of nine years 
with t he Shattuck, Okla., church Rev
erend August Rosner has accepted the 
call of the Ebenezer, East, Saskatche
wan, chur ch, assuming his new ministr y 
early in December. We congratulate the 
Northern Conference on his r eturn to 
its field. 

Mrs. Carolin~ Wernick, widow of the 
late Reverend H. Wernick, retired, passed 
on to her eternal home December 4 after 
a brief illness. She will be remembered 
by many of the older members of our 
churches dating their acquaintance back 
to their several pastorates in different 
parts of the country. 

The Baptist Life Association with head
quarters at Buffalo, N. Y., effected some 
change in its organization -at a special 
convention which met in Milwaukee, 
Wis., just prior to the opening of the 
General Conference. Mr. Henry Marks, 
one of our well-known attorney members, 
is the new president and Brother F. W. 
Godtfring has been continued in the of
fice of secretary which will k eep him iii 
touch with a host of our constituency. 

Evangelistic meetings were held by 
the church at Hebron, North Dakota, Rev. 
F. Alf, pastor, with the gratifying i·e
sul t of thirty souls professing their faith 
in the Savior. The pastor preached 
every night and th ree times on Sundays 
throughout the entire period of four and 
one-half weeks. He was assisted by a 
Bible colporter from Dickinson , North 
Dakota, who gave his time prima1·ily to 
personal work. Such pastoral evangel
ism is to be commended. 

The evening of November fourteenth 
was one of new enthusiasm for the 
church ait Winnipeg, Manitoba, Rev. A. 
Felberg, pastor, when Adolph Reeh was 
welcomed as second pastor to serve on 
the extended church field which includes 
many Germans. Brother Reeh was grad
uated from the German Department of 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School last 
May. This appointment is a tremen-

dous challenge for the young man as he 
enters upon his public ministry. 

The Philathea Class of the Bethel Bap
tist Church of Anaheim, Calif., spent a 
pleasant Sunday afternoon November 11 
vis iting all the shut-in members of th~ 
church. Each one was presented with 
an attractive basket of assorted fruits 
and nuts and their hearts wer e g lad
dene~ by a message in song. Following 
the informal afternoon, which each girl 
felt that she had spent in a profitable 
way, the members were invited to the 
home of their teacher, Miss Lois Schroe
der, for an attractive and appetizing 
buffet supper. 

The Kyle, Texas, German Baptist 
young people celebrated their anniver 
sary. October 25. Two plays, one in 
Enghsh a~d one in German, wei·e given. 
The English play, "Robert and Mary. 
w~s . a play abou_t Robert Moffat, the 
m1ss10nary to Africa. The name of the 
German play was "Falschmu .. nz r . " 
r.• 11 . h e e1. 
J.' o owmg t e play Pastor Edii1g 

h . 1 " . . er gave 
a s 01t ta k on Missions." Aft th . . er e 
program a m1ss1onary offering was t k 
Ref~·eshments were served. Visitor s ~r:1~; 
var10us churches of the Texas Conf ._ 
ence were present. er 

T,hings at the Second church ci,· a • • J , IC go, 
~ 1 e i:iovmg a ong very 'nicely under the 
interim pastorate of Dr. J ohn E. Knech
tel. The Sunday school, the young peopl 
and ~he Ladi~s Missionary Society ar! 
rallymg to his leadership and a new 
courage has taken possession of th 
P

l · 
1 

c peo
e m genera . There seems to be ad-

vance . along all lines not excluciin th 
financial and the spiritual phase gf the 
wo1·k Th" b s o e . . is must e very gratif in 
our good brother Knechtel who h y g to 
lured back into kingdom ser·v·as een 
th · · 1c0 and 

ere is noth111g more satisfying. ~ 

Linwood Park Assembly is t b · d o e re-vive next summer. The thi'ng . . h J · is 111 t e 
p a nmng an~ before Jong there should 
be some official announcement fo ·th · I r com-

s
meg. n ftJ:e ~ean_ time look ahead to a 

ason o inspiration that will challenge 
o~r young people to a better and greater 
kingdom service among pleasant sur 
rounding_s on the beautiful beach of 
~ake Erie. The areas of Detroit inclu
~1ve o~ Southern Michigan and of Ohio 
mcludmg ~leveland have supplied the 
attenda~ce in. t he past and if they will 
get_ behmd this effort somethin worth-
while can be accompl ished. g 

A summary of our deno . . 
t istics published i . m1national sta
"Der Sendpote" ~ a i eeent number of 
f r eveals t he gratif . 
act that we are still . ymg· 

cally. The total m.emb ~ro_w111g numeri
at 36,078 which . 13e1 sh1p now stands 

. · ' is 4 bet ter than t he 
p1 ev10us annual report r evealed Th . 
were, however, 55 fewe . b . · ~Ie 
fact is rather hu br r aptisms, which 
b . m mg. Nevertheless the 
apt1sms for the year were 1640, which 

is undoubtedly sufficient cause for re
joicing. If this number were divided 
among our 272 churches t here would be 
an average of six baptisms or public 
confessions, to each church. This sug
gests a comparative study of real inter
est. Let each church make her own de
ductions. 

This year commemorates the 400th 
Anniversary of the publication of Mar
t in Luther's translation of the Bible 
completed in 1534. This year 1934 has 
been a significant anniversary year for 
Baptists in particular. The labors of 
such men as William Carny, Charles H. 
Spurgeon and Johann Gerhardt Oncken 
have been brought in review to the inspi
ration of many thousands who honor 
t heir deeds wrought in great humility 
but in the power of the Spirit of God. 
Baptists join in expressions of gratitude 
to God for permitting Luther to un
chain the Bible by giving it to the peo
ple in their mother tongue. These anni
ver saries can justly claim the attention 
of our churches. 

Pastor Pieter Smit, who has minis tered 
to our church at Muscatine, Iowa, for 
five years, will close his labor s there at 
the end of the year to enter upon the 
pastorate of t he Lorraine, Kansas, 
phu1·ch wit h the beginning of the new 
year. :Brother Smit is not so well known 
to most of our p eople. Many who were 
at t he Milwaukee Conference made his 
gc11ial acquaintance a nd will now follow 
him with a n ew interest to his new 
charge where greater responsibili ty 
awaits hi m. May he h ave the assurance 
of God's presence as he enter s upon this 
new connection! After taking a course 
in Architectural Drafting at the Chicago 
Technical Col lege he heard the call to 
the gospel ministry and entered Moody 
Bible Institute, taking the t~ree-year 
Pastors' Course a.nd some special work 
in Christian Education. His conversion 
took place under the ministry of Dr. W. 
H. Rogers, erstwhile p astor of the F ir st 
Baptist church, Muscatine, and who has 
more r ecently succeeded the late Dr. I. 
M. Haldeman at the First Church, New 
York. 
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The Baptist Herald 
The Flight of Time 

H. VON B ERGE 

'Tis a lmost gone, the year at whose beginning 
It seems that we have stood but yesterday ; 
And, scarcely noticed in the whirl of living, 
The days and weeks a nd months have s lipped away. 

How quickly in the seasons' endless cycle, 
The rounding of another lap draws near! 
Before we ar e aware, the bells are tolling 
The hour that marks the passing of the year. 

Yes, ere we know there beckons in the glooming 
That final goal where life's short race is run, 
When with t he evening bell our day is ended, 
And a ll our earthly toil forever done. 

Lord, that which of this year is yet r emaining, 
Yea, what of life for us there still may be, 
Help us that we, in solemn consecration, 
May dedicate it wholly unto t hee. 

An Edi to rial 
BY THE BUSINESS MANAGER 

T HE year ninteen hundred thirty-four is rapidly 
drawing to a close and so is this issue of the 

"Baptist Herald" the last for this year. It seems 
opportune to make a few reflections. 

The service of t h e paper's first editor, our be
loved brother A. P. MIHM, was closed even earlier 
and more abruptly than he cou ld anticipate. His pen 
has been la id down forever. The co ld hand of death 
snatched it from his h and. His editorial work is 
finished and is in r eview before his Lord into whose 
presence h e has entered. Twelve years, barring a 
few months, witnessed his painstaking labors given 
to the promotion of t he "Her ald" with the thought 
of our young people constantly with him. H e wit
nessed the upward swing of prosperity as after a 
modest beginning the circle of readers gradually 
expanded to the point of financia l gain. The period 
of depression encroached upon his fi eld• of literary 
production, the wave of enthusiasm on the part of 
his constituency waned in corresponding measure 
and the number of readers diminished. The paper 
became a financial burden to the publishers as an 
insistent result of the decline. 

During the latter months of his incumbency plan::; 
for a revival of interest in t he publication were in 
the making and were launched about the time 
Brother Mihm sought r elief at the sanitarium. They 
were in progress when he passed out of the scene of 
his labors. The far-reaching effort has had its grati
fying results. Several hundr ed new subscribers 
·have been enrolled an~ clay by_ day th.ey ar e com
ing. A revival has set 111 , a revival of mtere~t and 
enthusiasm. The outlook has become dec1dedly 

brighter. 

0 the request of Brother Mihm the direction of 
he ?'Herald" was undert~ke:i a~ .th e P~blication 

t foi· t he period of his d1sab1hty. His sudd1en 
House 

passing away made it necessary to continue this 
ser vice for th e remaining months of the year. This 
task finds its completion with the current number. 
A word of appreciative acknowledgment is ex
pressed of the h ear ty co-oper ation of the contribu
tor s v.iho so willingly cam e to our assistance. Espe
cially have we Pastor William L. Schoeffel of t he 
W hite A venue church, Cleveland, in mind who lent 
his unstinted aid in bringing out the later issues. 
His interim service is now ended. 

A new epoch is approaching. The outlook may 
never have been brighter. The new year w ill see a 
new editor at the helm. MARTIN L. LEUSCHNER 
the newly chosen General Secretary of our young 
people's union, takes t he editorial chair. The initial 
number of t h e new year, now rapid1ly drawing nigh, 
will bear his impress. It will be the product of his 
planning. It w ill appear in a new dress, it will in
troduce numerous ch anges, it will bring some happy 
sur prises. We will not say more. The new editor 
will make his bow to the "Herald" family and him
self announce the g uiding policy, which is to con
trol its future course. V\Te commend him to the 
grace of God and bespeak for him the loyal support 
of young and old . 

As the choice of Brother Leusch ner has been 
hailed by the rank and fi le of our wide field so we 
predict a 11ew era for the "Baptist Herald." This 
enthusiasm is bound to be transferred to the circle 
of readers and it is evident that many new names 
will be added to the subscription list. But without 
h earty co-operation nothing commensurable with 
most urgent needs will be accomplished. There 
should be no diminution of effort until the " Her
ald" has five thousand readers. Nothing less will 
bring to it its former prosperity. This is a r eason
ab le goal toward which all energies should be bent. 



The Focus of World History 
GEORGE - A . D UNGER 

T HE histor y of the world seemingly went on 
changelessly. There was a considerable a mount 

of polit ical, r eligious and economical unrest-war 
peace, h ap piness, unha~piness, labor a nd toil, jo; 
and lust, sorrow and grief- and lif e went on, and 
on and on . .. 

As a mighty river slowly and a pparently with
out goal proceeds through the lowlands so the bulk 
of_ ~umankind_ lived t hrough the yea1:s and ages, 
to1lmg, . suffer mg, sear ching, asking, hoping and 
wondering a bout the great Unknown. Was ther e 
no compensation for the unspeakable burdens of 
sorrow? Darkness suggests light, unrest suggests 
peace and an un bearab le yoke suggests joyous lib
erty. 

Utter obscurity of ancient times was pier ced by a 
few rays, conver ging to one point : The H ope of t he 
World, t he Glor ious One through Whom would 
come joy and eterna l bliss . Here and there, scat
t~red on the globe, were a fe.w men whose percep
tion was keen enough to notice and r ecognize t he 
ray~there was a peop le within that people, a few 
agam wh o knew that in due time these r ays would 
conver ge, would meet a nd form the foc us of the 
world's histor~. T he_se men were t he philosophers 
of old, expressmg their th oughts, t heir sorrows their 
Ioi:gings a nd their hopes. The people we1:e the 
children o~ Israel and t~e few the prophets of God 
and the fait hfu l, expecting t he Anointed One. 

The inexplicable took p lace: God came into t he 
world and too~ upon him th e form of fl esh, the for m 
of a man. Christ :vas born and his name was J esus . 
Oh, how the longrng heart must have i·ej oiced and 
trembled when the heavens opened and the a ngel' 
host herald•ed the coming of Da vid's son in lowl~~ 
ness, oh, how the longing hear t must have bee 
t hrilled and satisfied with t he wondro us messa ~ 
"F ear not: for, behold, I bring you good t iding ge i 
great joy, which shall be to a ll people. For unt o s 

0 

is born this day in t he city of David a Savio w:o~ 
is Christ the Lor d . And this sha ll be a si~n u~~o 
yo u: ye shall find the ba be wrapped in swadd l' 
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly thei· mg 

"th h . e was w1 . . t e angel a m~ltrtu d e of he heavenly host 
pra1srng God, and saymg : Glory to God in t he high
est and on earth peace, good will t oward all ,, 
(Luke 2 :10-14). men 

The face of history had changed. An ind . ·b 
ably beautifu l smile had appeared on the escr i -

f fl t
. counte-

nance o ee mg events-heavenly light n 
only touched humankind's history a s h undr odw not 
thousands of years ago, b ut graciously rest eds and 
"t Ch · t t h s e upon I . : _ns , . e on of God, had come and made . 
dwe lling with men, manifesting divine hi s 
love in earthly life. . . grace and 

Since then devilish for ces by almost any . 
bl d t conce1v-a e means un er ook the d1estruction of th p · 

of Peace and his fo llower s. Human instr·ue rtinc.e 
t . ·11· 1 . men ahies, w1 mg y executmg the suggestion of Sat an 

' 
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employed sword and fir e, water pri son exile and 
torture to ,· t h · ' ' wh . ~.ipe ou t e tra~n ~f men a nd women 

o bo1 e '~1tness. The devil did not s ucceed and 
h~ n~ver will succeed, because Christ brough t ' with 
his h~e , death a nd r esurrection divine power into 
the hves of those wh o believed., W hat were and 
what meant t he names and deeds of Herod Cae~ar 
Nero the t f ' .:> ' ' . mons ers o cruelty? They were t he 
causes .of the manifestations of divine power and 
grace m th 1. ' 
Christ t h . ·eR ives of those believers w ho loved 

, en edeemer . 

Iniquity and · k l th h wic ec ness, selfishness and pride in 

tt
e uman hear t kill ed J es us. It was an h our of 

u er darkness in l · h h t he s f G d w u c uman hea rts cond emned 
to th~nc ~ 0 Nand human hands nailed t he Savior 
darknes~ 0~!· d ~~re mourned in convulsions a nd 
pain The 

5 
n .er earts almost r end'ing in mor ta l 

. av1or was no more .. . 
Satan seemed triumph t 

to r ule. . . an ' and dar kness seemed 

Three days went b Th 
morning. The b I' y. en t her e was a glorious 
risen fro m the le iedver hardly grasped it: Christ is 
D c ea H e is r . Ch . Ch . t I espair was ch · . 1vmg, n st , n s . 
into j oy H . ~nged mto gladness a nd m ourning 

· e is risen! 

The risen Christ lk 
ciples He inst twa ed and talked with his dis-

. rue ed them H . 
and to uched their he . · e opened th en· eyes 
and weeks pa d aits. And they loved him. Days 
asc~nded. . . sse · The parting h our came. Chr ist 

Ag · ' I . 
am confusion and k' 

the sayings of t h c M as mg. Then : r emembering 
and prayed. e aster. They stayed togeth er 

A strange gathe " 
t hem. And 1 Ing. Fear a nd t r embling among 
p Prayer Th h 

0 wer from on H' ·h e eavenly gift came, the 
heart, fi r e, fi r e. ig ' the Holy Spirit. Fir e in the 

Seasons of Preach · 
work fo llowed p mg and strenuous evangelistic 
Th · ersec t' e apost les suff . du ion ar ose and much hatr ed. 
Persed. And f · here · The believers wer e dis
f~! · and they ~enrew. Christ lived in t he faith
Pn son, death ? Wh ton. What was punishment. 
There was vani't a ' what could the w orld give? 
wa a · · Y and ·d· s 1v1ne power h ri iculous splendor-here 
~~t happiness, ~u;a;enly gr.ace, peace an d inner

at could the Worl~ -r~asomng and eternal life. 
Church give ? 
I . es were f cl 

~~ bplied. This ;:unthed and Christian ·believer s 
-~s1a Mac d as e wa J S . wor l'ct e onia, Gree R Y: erusa lem, yr1a, 

· ce, ome and the ends of t he 
Bistory w 

J erus I ent on. Ro . . 
ri h a ern ana laid . man armies mar ch ed agamst 
w~s and Proud cel~iege to the city of David . Rom e, 
cont'drunkenn e~s ana b~ated f east after feast ; t here 

inued, ana Chriti ~bauchery. Pain and sorrow 
The aged J h anity advanced . 

av· · o n ,· 
ision saw the th ?11soner on the isle of Patmos, in 

mgs to come a nd th e 

Heavenly City. 

December 15, 1934 

The Story of the Christmas Carols 
\ VILLIA111 L . ScHOEFFEL 

C CHRISTMAS, t he most popular f estiva l of the 
year , is indeed a season of joy a nd gladness. 

The prevailing spirit of cheer and goodwill is most 
appropr iately expressed through the well-known 
Christmas car ols. The coming of the Christ-child 
was her ald·ed by the marvelous angelic chorus on 
the plains of Bethlehem and ever since Christian~ 
t hrough out t he world have obser ved the birthday 
of their Savior with these ch arming carols. 

If we would choose a scripture passage t o express 
the full significance of Christmas we would pref er 
J ohn Three Sixteen : "For God so loved the world ," 
t his is t he r efrain that is the basis of all the car ols. 
Very few hymns have incor porated this t heme so 
fully as the great hymn by Charles W esley: 

"Love divine, a ll love excelling, 
J oy of heav'n to ea r th come down ! 

F ix in us thy humble dwelling; 
All th y f aithful mercies crow11. 

J es us, thou art a ll compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love t hou ar t; 

Vis it us wi th t hy sa lvation; 
E nter ev'r y trembling hear t ." 

Like so m any of Wesley's hymns, t his one too is 
based on ch oice scripture passages. W e suggest to 
our r eaders to r ead this hymn carefully and th en 
turn to the fo llowing passages: 1John 4 :16, 19 ; 3 :1, 
2, a nd Mat thew 11 :28. Then r ead the hymn again 
and underline t hese phrases: "Love divine;" " un
bounded love ;" "pr omised r est :" " ev'ry t r oubled 
breast ;" "thy great salvat ion." 

The stor y of the tune commonly k nown as 
"Beecher" was not the or iginal tune to which t he 
hymn was set. The hymn was Dr. Beecher's favor
ite hymn, but he never liked t he t une, so his organ
ist, who at that time was one of the leading organ
ists of the country, wrote a new tune for the hymn 
and named it after his illustrious pastor. 

Chr ist ians everywhere today rejoic~ over t he 
angel's message: " unto yo u is born this day a Sa
vior." The arrival of the Christ was the culmination 
of centuries of h ope an d deep yearning. Prophet 
after prophet sp9ke of him in glowing terms and 
high expectations, but he never came. Could we 
i ust picture to ourselves the deep yearning a nd 
longing in t he hear ts of t he men, who longed for 
the Savior but never met him. That must have been 
the picture of the shepherds a s they sat ar ound the 
fire place exchanging t heir fond h opes a nd expecta
tions. Here is a hymn that illustrates t his deep lon g
jng and yearning for t he Savior . It is based on 
Isaiah 's pictur e of th e watchman in h is watchtower , 
ca lling out the h ours of the night; it was a long 
night, dark a nd dreary, and when asked wha t h our 
it is, he wou ld r eply, " t he morning cometh!" just b e 
patient. The beauty and m essage of t his h ymn can 
best be under stood if t h e hymn is sung ant iph onally, 
in this manner: the congregation r epresents t he 
traveler at night, and the ch oir or soloist t he watch
man. H ere is t he first verse: 

Tra veler : "Watchman ! t ell us of t he n igh t, 
What its s igns of p r omise are." 

Watchman : "T rav'ler ! o'er yon mountain's h eight , 
See t hat g lory-bea ming s ta r .'' 

T raveler: " Watchma n! does it s beautious r a y 
A ught of joy or hope for etell ?" 

W a ichman: "Trav'ler ! yes; it br ings t h e day 
P r omised day of I s rael." 

T he hymn closes with these glorious wor ds : 

Watchman: " Trav'ler ! lo, t he P rince of P eace, 
' Lo! t he Son of God is come." 

This indeed is t he j oyous m essage of Christ mas : 
" Lo ! t he Son of God is come." The shepherds wer e 
frightened by t he vision of the a ngelic h er ald, but 
a lso comfor ted' by his glorious message : " F ear not ! 
I will tell yo u good tidings." This them e is beaut i
fully illustrated by Sir Isaac Watt s' carol: 
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"J oy to the world; the Lord is come ; 
Let ear t h receive her K ing; 
Let every heart prepare him room , 
And heaven and nature sing." 

Read this hymn carefully and th en P salm 98 :4, 
7, 8, 9. So many of the early h ymns and carols ar e 
mostly paraphrases of script ural passages. 

P hillips Brooks, a prince among the pr eachers in 
·our country dur ing th e last century, was visiting in 
Palestine in th e year 1865. Christmas evening h e 
spent in the fi elds near Bethleh em . Here is an ex
t ract from his letter: "After an early dinner, we 
took our horses and r ode to Bethlehem. In 
about t wo hours we came to t h e · t own, situ
ated on t h'e r idge of a range of hills, surrounded by 
its terra ced gard'ens. Before dar k, we rode out of 
town to the field wher e t hey say th e shepherds saw 
the star . It is a fenced piece of gr ound with a cave 
in it , in which, strangely enough , they put th e shep
herds. The story is absurd, but the shepherds must 
have been somewhere in t hese fi elds t hrough which 
we r ode. As we pass'ed , th e shepher ds were st ill 
'keeping watch over t heir flocks,' or leading them 
home to the fo ld." Two year s later at th e age of 
t hirty-two P hillips Br ooks wrote th is beautiful carol, 
which was at once used in t he Christmas ser vice of 
his Sunday sch ool in Philadelph ia: 

"O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie ! 

Above t he deep and dreamless sleep 
The s ilent star s go by ; 

Yet in thy dark s t reets shineth 
The everlasting Light ; 

T he hopes a nd fea rs of all th e year s 
Are met in thee tonight." 

T he incident of t he angels announcing t he birth 
of the Savior to the shepherds is told again in the 
car ol : " W hile Sh epherds Watched Their F lock by 
Night ." It was writt en by Nahum Tate in 1703. At 
that t ime he was Poet Laureate of England under 
W illiam a nd Mary, Anne, and George I. He was th e 
son of an Irish clergyman and poet . This carol is 
peculiarly inter esting in that it is one of t h e oldest 
carols in the English lang uage. It is not an or iginal 
b ut a paraphrase of the story found in Luk e 2 :9-11 . 
W e give the first ver se: 



r 
"While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 

And glory shone around. 
'Fear not,' said he, for mighty dread 

Had seized t heir troubled minds; 
'Glad t idings of gr e'at j oy I bring 

To you and all mankind.' " 

My readers will readily agree with me, that the 
most popular carol and the one that cre3:tes the .true 
Christmas atmosphere, is the carol "Silent Night, 
Peaceful Night." P erhaps no carol is known. as 
widely as this one. The circumstances under which 
this carol was written are very interesting: .I~ 181.8 
Joseph Mohr, a German clergyman, was vISitmg. his 
friend the school teacher on Christmas evenmg. 
During the p_reparations for the great holiday M~h~· 
retired and gave it to his friend Gruber as a Chris_t
mas present. Late, that ver y night, the people m 
the house heard a strange and beautiful melody and 
a song they had never heard before. They _rushed 
into the living room where Gruber was playmg the 
t une on his organ. H e had just fini shed his compo
sition to the poem that Mohr had given him and 
in r eturn presented it to Mohr as a Christmas pres
ent to him. 

Next to the carol "Silent Night, Peaceful Night," 
we find the carol "O Come All Ye Faithful" to be 
t.he most popular carol. It was known originally as 
"Adeste Fideles." Unfortunately, the a uthor of this 
beautiful song is unknown. W e do know, that he 
was a Frenchman a nd wrote the carol originally in 
Latin: 

I 
"Adeste, fi deles, Iaet i triumphantes; 
Veni te, venite in Bethlehem ; 
Na t um videte regem a ngelorum: 

Veni te, adoremus, 
Veni te, ador emus, 
Venite, adoremus Dominum." 

Over forty different English translations have 
been made of this carol. The one in most common 
use is by Frederick Oakley and was made in 1841. 

The tune to this beautiful carol was composed by 
John Wade, a Catholic priest. It was extensively 
used in catholic services. The Duke of Leeds heard 
it sung at t he Portugese Chapel in London and im
mediately spread its fame as the "Portugese Hymn." 
The following suggestion has been made for the 
singing of the refrain : 

Sopranos: "0 come, Jet us adore him,"
Sopranos and Altos : "0 come, let us adore him,-
All voices : "O come, let us adore him, Chris t the Lord.'' 

The Price of Hitlerism 
H. VON BERGE 

This is the thirc1 article from the pen of Professor von Berge on his 
observations made in Germany on his recent visit to that country. 

There arc two more to follow. 

T HERE are many lines and colors 'in t he picture 
of the New Germany that have no appeal to 

us here in America. They would probably have had 
no appeal to the Germany of ten or twenty years 
a go. Different diseases have to be treated with dif
ferent remedies, and some of them do not taste a bit 
good. At the very thought of Hitlerism we Ameri-
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cans are likely to screw up our mouths; it's bitter 
medicine, and may we never need to take any of it. 
But on the other side of the ocean there seems to b~ 
a sort of epidemic that has swept over many coun
tries, and the cures that have been resorted to have 
a striking similiarity. Italy is experimenting with 
Mussolinism, Austria tried Dollfussism, Russia Stal
inism; Spain, Turkey and many other countries have 
evidently been similarly afflicted and tried out sim
ilar r emedies. And after all, here in our own United 
States we have not been totally unfamiliar with t he 
taste of them. But Hitlerism ? 

We do not like a dictatorship , and Hitlerism is 
that, one of many others that Europe now has. The 
Bundesrat is gone. The Reichstag is gone. Parlia
mentarism is taboo. Only Der Fuhrer is left. "Every 
phase of German life, religious, educational , medi
cal, legal, financial, industrial , scientific, literary, 
artistic has been brought under the control of the 
State." And the State is Hitler. We wouldn't like 
that ? Of course not, but then, we accepted the 
same thing when we got into th e World War. At 
once our Pr.esident Wilson became dictator, and 
practically the entire congress obsequiously bowed 
to his will. And when we got into· our present de
pression and couldn't get out again, we put our 
Franklin D. Roosevelt into the White House and 
gave him "carte blanche." Democracy does not 
function well in times of emergency, and we have 
found that out ourselves. That should help us to 
understand why Germany a ccepted Hitlerism. I 
cannot believe that jt is to be a permanent arrange
ment, but for the present it seems to be the only so
lution of a difficult problem for Germany. 

We do not like the tragedy of this year 's June 
30. On ~ha~ ?ay Hitler put down with a ruthless 
?and an mcipient rebellion against national social
ism, and something like 70 lives fe ll victim to t he 
bullets of the bla k h" ·t · d . c s 11 s Hitler's body guard an 
at Hitler's orders. Ther~ were no courts n~ due 
processes of 1 ' t" 1 aw, no establishment of guilt after im-
par la and careful investigation All the world 
:.~~~~ ag~tst at such procedure. If these men wer e 

d ~ glui tY_, why could they not have been arrested 
:~t bl~ { tried' and condemned by the courts after 
of :u ~ me~t 0~ guilt? Can ther e be any defense 
a.fte ch t a.ctics? I confess that I was shocked when, 

. r avmg voiced my own objection and protest 
against such act· t · ma n . ion o one of our pastors in Ger-

th :'' h e quietly remarked, "You may condemn 
at, we here are 1 d H " l d'd " He off . g a it er acted just as he i · 

I 1 erect no further explanation but little by litt le 
earned through . ' le over the. . my various contacts with peop 

meth d re Just why they supported Hitler in such 
r iot ~n~ ~~~hat. They had gone through riot after 
had' finall 1 ough re?ellion after rebellion. All th ~t 
~ . Y ended with the advent of Hitler and his 

a;:.sumptJon of po h d at 
last com wer. Peace and security a 
"hed f ef and they were heartily tired of th e blood
th o . ormer days And now all of a sudden 
l ere was the thread ~f another uprising that would 
iave cost the lives of thousands had it succeeded-

' 
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preached in their services. Freedom of speech? 
Not even in churches did we have it! It was-war
time. And so our good German brother reminded 
me that they, too , were in the war, not against any 
other nation , but against elements that had only 
been subdued and that had threatened with com
plete ruin the German Fatherland. They simply 
could not take chances with any who might create 

They are thankful that it was nipped in the bud. 
And some of the leading men that fell they knew 
as we did not know them, and they wept no tears 
for them. It was a shot-at-sunrise method, a harsh 
method known in all countries in times of emer
gency. Whether an emergency justified it or ~ot ?n 
June 30 may be a little difficult for us at this dIS
tance either to assert or deny. 

· new disturbances and who might undermine the 
confidence of the German people in their present 
leadership. It is not an ideal situation, a nd the hob
bling of their press and the curbing of free speech _ 
is no doubt felt as an irksome burden over there. 
But they are taking it philsophic~l!y as ev_ide_ntly a 
necessar y evil under present conditions~ Pickm.g up 
a German paper in Hamburg one day I read this, o~· 
something to that effect: "If anyone has an! con
structive criticism to offer and can prove by his past 
record that he r eally has the welfare of the G~r
man people at heart, we w.ant .to h~ar from ~1m 
and promise him that we will give his suggestions 
honest and earnest consideration. We h ave made 
mistakes and shall, no doubt, make others; ~rnt we 
are doing our best that we know how, and m that 
effort we sincerely welcome all honest h elp . But 
from the mere caviler and fault-finder w e do not 
want to hear . H e has abundantly had his ch ance 
2.nd has not gotten ns anywhere . Let him now shut 
up and give others an opportunity." That sounds 
like good philosophy. 

W e certainly do not like the abolition of the free
dom of the press and the freedom of speech. Fo_r 
Germany has neith er , and they make no se~ret of it 
over there. While there is no law abrogatmg that 
freedom, yet any publication that dares.t? say an:Y
thing derogatory of the lead·ers and P?hcies of Hit
lerism simply commits suicide. There is no freedom 
of speech, not even in the sacred precincts of one's 
own home. They told me the story of a workman 
who, after r etiring afte1· his day's work, hung up 
his clothes and vvent to bed, and then r emarked to 
his wife "There hangs the Hitlerite, her e lies the 
commun

1

ist !" His good wife laughed over the joke 
and thought it too good to keep. She told her good 
friend', and the good friend r eported it, and th.e 
poor Hitler-communist was promptly sent up . It is 
not good policy to think out loud when you ar e not 
sure of your audience. Of course we object to that 
sort of thing vehemently over here. We simply 
wouldn' t stand for it, and we roundly condemn the 
country that does, and the government that imposes 
it upon its citizens: Yet stand for it we did , only a 
few years ago, only we have forgotten that. One of 
our. brethren ove1: ~here cpurtequsly r eminded rrie 
of that when I rather emphatically condemned their 
muzzling of t he press and of free speech. He wanted 
to know whether we had a free press and free 
speech while we were in the war. I saw the point. 
for we didn't. When the World War first started, 
the "Literary Digest" treated both sides of the 9-ues
tion with equal fairness in its columns, and Ger
many's case was well represented .. Bu_t if in those 
early days you crossed the borderlme m~o Canad::i 
and' happened t o have a copy of the "Liter ary Di
gest" in your pock et, you were subject to_ arrest. 
Canada was in the war and was not permitted to 
know the other side of the controversy; in the 
States we· wer e not yet in and so we could know. 
But as soon as Uncle Sa~ became involved, t he 
"Digest" at once had to ch ange. Never a nother 
word presenting Germany's case. Never a noth er 
word in the daily press favorable to the central 
powers. The entire American press was under cen
sorship, for we w ere in the war. And neither was 
there free speech, constitutionally guaranteed to the 
citizens of our land. Eugene Debs was sent to Leav
enworth for believing that h e had that right wh en 
h e protested against the war, and for saying the 
very things we ar e a ll saying now. I well remem
ber my visit to our church in Dallas, Texas, in those 
days. The "Council of Defense" of that city h ad 
called before it a ll the pastors of German congre
gations and were about to demand of them t hat no 
German hymns be sung, no German Bible r ead , no 
German prayers be said, and no <;ierman sermons be 

Perhaps ·we had better let th e Germ an people 
try to settle their difficulties in their own way. And 
if in trying to do so, t h ey ma ke use of methods t hat 
w'e ourselves and' others have used in days gone by, 
:t might be w ell for us not to be too hasty a nd not 
too harsh in our criticsm. They have trem endous 
problems to solve over there, and· we h ere have but 
t he faintest idea of t h e magnitude of th em. Let us 
be thankful t hat they are not ours, and let us rath er 
pray for divine guidance for those wh o ar e entrusted 
with the crushing responsiblity of leadership in 
Germany these trying days. In such a prayer, I 
know, we join those of our faith in the Fatherland. 

"Peace on Earth to Men of Good Will" 

O Lord of Hosts, in this our time give peace! 
When draweth nigh the Son's best natal hour; 

Once more establish thou in peace th y power . 
And bid the shepherds of thy people cease 
To fling in war's red lap their land's increase. 

Forbid the battle cloud o'er earth to lower; 
Give full fruition of the Virgin's dower, 

And grant us from man's hate and lust r elease. 
Not by t he armed hand compelling calms, 

By jealous watching and continued dread, 
The nations trembling at the sword undrawn ; 

But in the holy kingdom of the Lamb 
Erect thy Beth-lehem, "the h ouse of bread," 

The Prince of Peace in h earts subdued-newborn. 



From Anarchist and Socialist to Christ 
WM. A. MUELLER 

(Continuation) 

4. THE WANDERER AND JOURNEY
MAN 

Fritz Binde was journeying through 
the hills and dales of Germany. With a 
weird and unique companion he hiked 
toward the southern part of the coun
try, and he felt like a "flea promenad
ing over a cake." His companion taught 
him the tricks of a journeyman, that is, 
to beg, to fool t he land police and to 
think nothing of beds reeking with filth 
!lnd dirt. They journeyed through Hes
sia until they landed in Frankfort on 
the Main. On their way a strange fel
low, an elderly man, had joined them. 
Life had treated this man rather rough
ly. He had once been president of a 
bank in w ·estfalia, and in that position 
had embezzled huge sums of money due 
to unfortunate conditions in his family. 
Fearing the police he had escaped to 
Belgium. He was now on his way back 
home, his heart filled with evil forebod
ings, for he counted on being caught 
and being put in jail for l ife. He was 
a ltogether differen t from other hobo:; 
whom they had met, for he neither drank 
nor swore, nor did he ever laugh or 
crack a joke. He occasionally spoke of 
God in whom he trusted for help out of 
his pitiable condition. Fritz and his 
companion carried him for several days 
through the Spessart mountains, be
cause the ex-president hobo suffered 
from sore feet. Once, as they stopped 
over night in a way-side inn where rough 
lumberjacks swore like the devil and 
where knives were threateningly drawn, 
it was the melancholic hobo aristocrat 
who t hrough his calm and dignified poise 
prevented a bloody clash. 

In Frankfort Fritz was left alone, for 
his friend had found a job. H e slept in 
one of the hobo inns of that city, but he 
could not find sleep. In the babble of 
tongues of that inn, Fritz overheard a 
conver sation between two fellows who 
argued about religion. One of t he f el
lows spoke insistenly into the darkness: 
"And I tell you, after making a thor
ough search, I know today for a cer
tainty t hat the Bible is the only depend
able r evelation of God. I believe in t his 
book. I believe in a personal God who 
has wonderfully revealed himself in J e
sus Christ, the Son of God. He became 
the lamb of God, and he is my per sonal 
Savior who has saved me from the 
clutches of sin, who has made me a new 
!T'an; without Christ I would not be able 
to live." 

Fritz Binde, having experienced so 
many disappointments in the compaira
t ively short pe1·iod of his journeyman's 
career, answered back t hrough the si
lence that meanwhile had settled upon 
the inn: "And I neither believe in God's 
Word nor in God's Son . That is nothing 

but medieval nonsense. I believe only 
in science. 

" Then," replied the Christian journey
n:~n \~ith solemn emphasis, "then you 
will either remain in your sins and 
perish, or else God will take hold of you 
an~ thr~ugh . much suffering lead you to 
believe m him, and t hen you will bit
terly r epent of t he words you have just 
sp?ken." Fritz mockingly laughed about 
this queer remark, a nd then fell a sleep. 
But God kep t seeking him. 

For a time Fritz Binde worked in the 
town of Wetzlar on the Lah11, where 
Wolfgang von Goethe spent some of his 
early days. From there he moved north
ward into the Rhinelands, into t he neigh
borhood of Elberfeld, a great center of 
Germany's spinning industries. H ere h e 
earned more money, and at first he Jed 
a rather wild life in the better saloons 
where he met his colleagues. When his 
trade g uild celebrated its anniversary in 
1887, Fritz Binde was chosen to expr ess 
the good wishes of the Barmer g uild, and 
he did this in such an excellent ·manner 
that his colleagues began to admire him 
for his oratorial gifts. H e thereupon 
\\Tote to his parents: 

"You may surely be proud of your boy. 
The Bindes are real fellows anyhow even 
if they haven't got a cent to their name." 

When he wen t home that night from 
the anniversary celebration of his trade 
guild, a little Saxon praised him for hav
ing exalted their earthly vocation but 
he also asked him whether he knew ~ome
thin!? about men's heavenly vocation. 
In his Saxon dialect he sa id to the hero 
o.f the evening: "Sah'n Se, den himm
h~chen Beruf, den gennen Se nich. Nun, 
die 'andern gennen (kenne = know) ehn 
och nich. Fragen Se doch eenen von die 
Ko!legen , ob er Frieden hat. Keener hat 
Frieden! Se haben ooch keenen. Sah'n 
Se , des wollt' ich Se nur sagen lch 
wollt' Sie sagen, dass Se s ich be~ehren 
(bekehren = convert) miissen D 

t ' . h S . es muss 1c e sagen, sah 'n Se!'' 

Thi~ painful incident with t he little 
talkative Saxon. led Fritz Binde to make 
a sole.mn. vow wi th a.nother colleague, and 
unbehevmg Catholic that the f JI . . . 1 • o owm~ 
pr~nc'.p es be henceforth the controlling 
prtnc1ples of- their life and d 
namely: con uct, 

1. The existence of a per sonal God h 11 
not be t hought possible in our thin~· a 

2 Th I mg. 
. . e ecc esiastical dogma of both 

confess ions shall no longer b 
1
. 

us. e va id for 

3 We shall endrnvor to find th 
known God by pursuing the truee un
good, and t he beautiful. ' the 

The two r ebels wer e enthusiast' 
their t r oth. The ex-Catholi . ic ov~r 
friend: "Now let us prove t~ :~1d to his 
people, but especially to th . de . church 

• is isagree-
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able pietist ic little Saxon that we are 
by far better f ellows than they are." 
Fritz got a little frightened over his re
mark, and he corrected it by adding: 
"You mean, we want to become better 
fe llows." 

" Yes, that's what I mean, we want to 
beccnne better fellows," enjoined the Cath
olic, and his eyes were aglow with fire 
and ambition as he said: " O Fritz, it is 
too elevating an idea." And t hey em
braced and ki ssed each other. 

We see here that Fritz B inde endeav
ored with a ll his might t o find the un
known God. Unt il now God had not yet 
become a r eali ty in h is life; biblical 
t ruths concerning God he r ejected. One 
thing, however, was certain to the young 
idea list, and that was his conscience. 
the voice of God w it hin the hear t of 
man. The superficial way in which his 
colleagues spent their days could not 
satisfy the aspiring youth. H e wanted 
truth at whatever cost, bu t ere he was 
to find it, many s ide paths had to be 
trod, many obstacles to be cleared away. 

While Fritz Binde was in the Wupper 
Valley, he had occasion to visit his uncle, 
Dr. Robert Binde, of whom mention has 
been made before. The man was a phil
osopher, and he admirably succeeded in 
impressing young Fritz with the t enets 
of idealism. They engaged in a very ani
n· ated conversation, speaking at length 
about God and man 's relation to him and 
Fritz marveled at the depth of his u~cle's 
thoughts. "God," this the learned uncle 
explained , "God has r evealed himself in 
nature and history. There has been a 

·gradual a scent from unreason to reason, 
from the unconscious to the conscious. 
God has come to himself, as it were, in 
the unfolding and evolving reason of 
mankind." 

. Young Fritz loved his uncle for speak
mg so undogmatically about Goel. H e 
asked therefore: "Is this divine world 
reason identical with the God of the 
Bible?" 

. Th philosopher answered: "The Bible 
is a wonderful segment of the r eligious 
evolution of the human race. From a 
reli.g:on t hat was nationally circum
scn.bad to a religion of universal appli
c-t ?n as seen in the per son of J esus 
Clmst we must proceed further for the 
evolution of the race is an 'ongoing 
Pr.ocess. A constant adjus tment between 
science and fai t h becomes imperative, 
a nd t he t raditional content of r eligion 
must a lways be adjusted and ada'Pted 
to · t he contemporary scientific attitude. 
Thus, the traditional idea concerning 
!he fal! of man and t he supernatural 
m tervention of God on behalf of man's 
redemption , or the idea of a realm of 
Satan on the one hand and a kingdom 
of God on t he other hand-these con
cepts can no longer bo hold by rn light· 
~~ed .men of on!' nhwtornth t•onfnl'y. In 
~ o light of I he more 1·atlo11allzed views 

of the uni ve1·se these er s twhile dogmatic 
orrn 1 t • b 1 u a ions must be cons idered as sym· 
.o s t hat a t te1np t to express the concep-
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tions of t he religious consciousness of a 
g iven age." 

"What then," asked Fritz Binde, "ac
cording to your opinion, would be the 
symbolic interpretation of the Christian 
dogma?" 

"Just tnis, that through J esus Christ 
the 'moral idea' has been r evealed as that 
power in man which is able to overcome 
both the world and dea th. The victory 
of reason and liber ty on the via dolorosa, 
on the way of t he cross." 

Robert Binde pronounced these last 
words with a strange emphasis. He kept 
silent for a while. Fritz, his nephew, 
looked at him spellbound, then, over
come with the shame of his own life, he 
ventured to a sk once more : "Do we have 
a guarantee that the victory of reason , 
as it has been manifested in Christ, 
means also the victory over the sin in 
our own p er sonal life?" 

As t hough t he question of the twenty
year old nephew had been his own ques
tion, the uncle was dumbfounded for a 
moment. But he quickly rallied his senses 
and replied: "Sin- is unreason (die Un
vernunft). The yearning for knowledge 
and the yearning for liberty are the 
motive powers that will break the power 
of a ll unreason. Man is free in his choice 
of good and evil. If he follows the laws 
of world r eason, he is r easonable and 
both ethically and morally free. If l1e 
moves and lives counter to this world 
reason, he is unfree, hence does evil a nd 
is evil. On either s ide there will be con
flict. Education is the ,means f~r the i;e-
demption from s in." • · 

Fritz Binde trembled inwa,rdly as he 
drank in his uncle's words which seemed 
like a gospel of deliverance to him. He 
left his relative with exalted f eelings. 
He thought that at last he had found the 
unknown God. He became so absorbed 
in this new religion of humanism, in 
this new idea listic philosophy, that h e 
neglected his work in the watchmaker's 
shop. His friends wit hdrew from him. 
He b~came more and more lonesome, and 
finally was compelled to look for another 
position. He wanted at first to go into 
a fo reign country, but th is dream was 
not r ealized. At last he found a good 
pos ition in t he little town of Wald near 
Solingen, which latter city is famous the 
world over for i ts cutle ry. Wald, where 
Fritz Binde spent t hr ee years b etween 
1887 and 1890, was to bring many 
changes in t o his life . 

(To be continued) 

'Tis Christmas Eve 
SUSAN SCHILLI NG 

E ver ywher e ever ything is aglow with 
Christ mas cheer . The windows of a ll 
the houses a r e ablaze with lights, giv
ing g limpses of green wreaths, sp.rigs of 
holly. Christmas t rees ar e sp.arkhn~ un
der their load of gold and s1lve 1· t msel, 
g lowing with their radiantly colored 
balls. A la rge s ilver moon bea~s down 
upon the p ea ceful ear t h, creatmg long, 
dark shadows on t he •vhite, cr usted snow. 

Good morning 

Christmas at the Children's Home 

How happy all our children in St. J o
seph will be when they leave their beds 
and come downstairs to enj oy the merry 
festivi ties of the day! The Christmas 
offerings of our Sunday schools every
where have always made possible a 'Me?'l'Y 
Ch1istmas at our Children 's Home. All 
the children together with Pa and Mom 
Steiger will be very grateful for a gen
erous Christmas offering this year. All 
money is to be sent to the Missionary 
Office, Box 6, F orest Park, Ill. Any other 
g ifts can be sent to Rev. Hans Steiger, 
1401 Lang ley Ave., S t. J oseph, Mich. 

From some distant church steeple a b ell 
peals sweetly and mildly into t he night. 
All wbo hear are once aga in reminded 
of that wondrous old story, the miracle 
of all ages. Their thoughts fly back to 
a lowly stable, the numble manger, the 
new"'born Child , held tenderly in the arms 
of his mother Mary--Joseph standing by, 
gazing lovingly upon them, the angels 
singing, t he frig htened shepher ds the 
guiding sta1· a nd the three wise me1; and 
their g ifts. L ong after the bell has 
closed its glad message. the story re
ma ins in the hear ts of the hearer s . Car
oler s are s inging in t he moonlight, the 
carols so old, yet. ever new. There is a 
g-ay tinkling of sle 'gh bells , merry voices, 
happy gr eetings. smi les and laughter . 
Everywhere prevai ls t he spirit of " P eace 
on ea rth, good ·will toward men " for lo! 
-'tis Christmas eve. ' 

Jesus and the Social Life 
C. E. SCHOENLEBER 

9 

In Christ's intercessory prayer in t he 
seventeenth chapter of Johll 's gospel 
he prayed: "I am no more in the world, 
but these are in the world," and, "they 
are not of t he world, even as I am not 
of the world. I pray not that thou 
shouldes t tak~ t hem out of t he world. 
but that thou shouldest keep them from 
evil." It is very important t hat the fol
lowers of Christ r ealize what their place 
and purpose in this world is. Paul 
writes to the Philippians: "that ye may 
be blameless, the sons of God, withou t 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world." 
. First of all, permit me to define my 
theme with regard to the term "social 
life." We understand it to indicate the 
relationship of the believer to his fel
lowmen, among the believers as well as 
toward the unbelievers and toward the 
environment in which he finds himself. 
As soon as a man accepts Christ and 
surrenders to him fully, all things will 
become new; indeed he is putting on the 
new man in Christ. Moreover he "will 
also discover that this new life into 
which he enters, will cause a continuous 
struggle betweeen the spiritual and the 
material, between the uplifting powers 
of God and the degenerating forces of 
evil. Let us consider our theme under 
five points. 
First: The Relationship of the Believer 

to the Church and the Interests of 
the Kingdom of God 

The firs t step of t he believer will be 
an open confession before God and men 
through baptism, of his entering into the 
new life in Christ by the grace of God! 
He bt>gins and is determined to walk the 
"J esus-way" regardless of the conse
quences. J esus made very plain what it 
means to follow him. "Seek ye first t he 
kingdom of God and its righteous<ness," 
a nd "Everyone that has forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands 
for my sake, shall receive a hundredfold, 
and shall inherit ever lasting life." Hence 
t here are no sacrifices that he might not 
be willing to make and will gladly take 
his position where the L ord might place 
him. 

Because of the continuous s truggle 
betwee1f t he forces of darkness the Chris
tian will accept the privilege and duty 
to s tand for Christ and his principles, 
to be "salt of the earth and light of the 
world." The burden of this task drives 
him to his knees praying fervently " Thy 
kingdom come" through me. 
Second: The Relationship of the Believer 

to His Fellowmen 
God's people must never forget t hat 

they are the epistle of Christ to t he 
world and i t might be very t rue that 
many unbelievers r ead no other word of 
Goel but the lives of his children. Hence 
the verdict of worldly people is often 
unsympathetic and critical. Hence the 
believer feels impelled to walk ' "circum-
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spectly, not as fools, but as wise.'' The 
world will always expect more of a be
liever than of an average person. The 
world is not so much looking for exter
nal form as for genuineness. This fact 
is a proof in itself that unbelievers and 
wor ldly people know very well how a 
Christian ought to live. Jesus empha
sizes this with his challenge : "Except 
your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Phar i
sees, ye shall in no way enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." 

The communion and fellowship of 
God's children is far more precious and 
wonderful than that of any other so
ciety. The saintly singer sings : 

"Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above!" 

Through various exper iences Chris
tians will learn gradually, what Paul 
means when he writes to the Galatians : 
"Carry ye one another's burdens and so 
fulfill the law of Christ." Nevertheless 
it must be confessed that even among 
God's children misunderstandings a1·ise, 
bitterness enters in, unforgiving spirits 
are discovered, yes strife and hatred may 
appear. There are very few who have 
learned to mortify through the spirit the 
deeds of the flesh. Such conditions when 
they do appear may, however, be rectified 
t hrough the grace of God and his in
dwelling Spirit. Hence we might well 
heed the warning of J esus : "Watch and 
pray t hat ye enter not into temptation; 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.'' Paul exhorts his friends at 
Ephesus : "Be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Chris t's sake hath for-
g iven you. '' ' 

Third: The Position of the Believer in 
Regard to Worldly P leasures 

God's people are not of the world, nei
t her should they conform to this world 
or love the world, neither the things of 
t he world. That brings about a p erplex
ing problem. What is the r elat ionship of 
the believer to the world and the things 
of the world! Some a sk the question: 
T o what extent may I enter into the 
t hings of this world without endangering 
my spiritual life? This is the wrong ap· 
proach. A far better and more prudent 
approach is this one : " What would J esus 
have me do?" T ake for instance the 
qu~stion of smoking, or drinking, or danc
ing, or moving pictures, j oining worldly 
clubs and societies. These perplexing 
problems will be solved quickly if we let 
J esus have first place in ou r !if~ ; if we 
acknowledge t he Lordship of Christ in 
everything. When we love him more 
than anyone or anything else, w !' shall 
love t he worldly t hing3 less. We may 
well face the challenging question t hat 
.Jesus put to P ete t·: "Lovcst thou me more 
than these?" 

What might the meaning of all this be? 
Are we to become puritanical and re
frain from all play, sport and amuse
ments? No indeed, but we might study 

whether the things we like or are in
clined to indulge in, arn r ecreating or 

.wr eckcreating. I n other wor ds, the 
amusements and sports or p!ays I in
dulge in, are they helpful to my leading 
a better, nobler, more healthy life, or 
are they detrimental to my physical body 
as well as to my spiritual life ? We 
must choose between the h'gh and the 
low. If in doubt, let us consider the 
standard Paul sets before h is friends in 
Phil ippi : "Whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things ar e honor able, what
soever things are just, whatsoever thing3 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good r f port ; 
if there be any virtue, and if ther e be 
any praise, think on t hese things." 
Fourth : T he Relation of the Believer to 

Ear thly Possessions, Social Stand
ing and H on or 

It is interesting to note the amaze
ment of the disciples to t he challenge 
J esus made, "that a rich man shall 
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven." 
Possibly the poor man likes to hear this 
and starts to condemn the rich man as 
it is being done so often. T he differe~ce 
however, is this: The rich man has i t 
and 1 he poor man would like to have it. 

T he clanger of the deceitfulness of 
riches and the cares of this wor ld has 
not been re moved in either case The 
heart of t he rich man might harbor 
pride, self-sufficiency and a Jack of un
ders tanding, while the poor man might 
cherish greed, hatred and envy toward 
the rich. H ence it will be well for 
Pveryone to heed the challenge of the 
Master: "Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God" and: 'Ye cannot serve God and 
M11mmon." 

The believer as a child of God may ask 
his h eavenly Father for his daily bread 
and the necessities of life, and will not 
forget to thank God for thein at every 
meal. He "\vill always be willing to earn 
his own livelihood, honestly and con
scientiously; and accept all material 
blessing-s as a good and f aithfu l stew
art. He will refuse to sprculate, espe
cially with funds entrus ted lo him by 
other people and in his business trans
l!Ctions he will be above reproach and 
be proud of his integrity. Mor eover he 
wilJ gladly give one tent h to the Lo~d's 
cause, not because of the letter of the 
law, but because of love and t hankful
ness. He will also be faithful to the gov
ernment in paying taxes, postage and 
other duties, always r eme11;ber ing the 
rxhortation of Christ, "Render unto 
Caesar t he t hings t hat are Caesar's, and 
unto God the things t hat are God's.' ' 
Finally: T he Relation of the Believer t o 

Political Matters 
As Christian citizens we must never 

lose sight of our p1 ivileges a nd our duty 
to seek the welfare of our community, 
state and country, as w~ll as of the 
world in genera l, as [ar a s this is )>OS· 

s:ule. A Ch1·i stia11 wi ll aiways put for th 
efforts, a.ccording lo his best knowledg~ 
and b· l!ef, to vote for such perrnns and 
measures of Jaw, by which the country 
is well governed and kept from the r ule 
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of evil. He will a lways use his influence 
against the demoralizing liquor traffic, 
the unlawful trade with narcotics, the 
immoral moving picture shows, t he whi te 
slave t raffic, gambling of all sorts, and 
other s imilar things. The true believer 
should also raise his voice against war 
and war preparations. 

The influence of a Christian shall be 
a bless ing wherever he goes. His spir
itual influence sha ll always be like a r eel 
light t hat warns of danger. But it shall 
a lso be like a beacon light, that shows 
the way home to the erring wanderer 
through the night and fog, to the haven 
of peace. 

A Man's Sunday School 
MRS. W. C. KOHLER 

The newcomer in the prosperous lit 
tle city was courteously invited to be
come a member of the Brotherhood the 
same dav the Adult Bible C'ass and the 
Ber ean ·Class had asked if they might 
enroll him He thanked them, one and 
alt, and when pressed for a reason for 
not dec iding at once, said, with a cur 
ious smile, that he was waiting to see if 
it was a man's Sunday school before 
joining any class . That did not mean 
much until he wen t on to say that back 
in the town he had moved from more 
than half of the officers, including t he 
superintenden t, and all the teachers 
save two, h ad been women. 

So not until he had satisfied himself 
thut t he men had a fair share in t he 
new school would he join it at all. A t 
first thought t his might seem uncompli
mentary to t he women, implying that 
they lid not k now enough t o direct and 
teach; but h's reason for want ing to jcin 
a "man 's school," as he termed it , was 
t hat men will attract men, and be able 
to hold boys ; · whereas a "woman's 
school" is a losing proposit ion with 
youth, in almost every instance, cer
tainly with grown men. The average 
growing boy has too much woman power 
in his life as it is, with h 's mother and 
day-school t eacher. In the Sunday 
school t he straggling, growing lads, t he 
high ~chool youths and their college 
brothPrs should by a ll means have 
strong, companionable, successful Chris
tian men for their guides , associates ancl 
teachers. As Edgar Guest puts it: 

' Leave it to the m in ister , and soon the 
chur ch will die ; 

L eave it to t he women folks, and youth 
wil l pass it by." 

A growing boy who put up a stiff fight 
against Sunday school every Sunday 
morning confided to his provoked fa ther 
t hat it was all on account of his teacher. 
She called them Wi llie and Frankie and 
.Johnny, t o the·r great disgust, and in
sisted on planning little parties for them 
at her home, when they wanted a str ap
ping football her o fo1· thei r teacher who 
wou !d take t hem on hikes and g~t up 
!';ports, instead of beaming on them, and 
serving cookies and cooca in a parlor. 
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The father, sudden ly enlightened, made 
it his business t o see the woman super
intendent of the school and get the boy 
t ransfer red-promoted they called it
int o a cla ss taught by a "he-man." Then 
the father took a farther step and him
self enlisted in the school's work. Ab
sorbed in business, s leeping late Sunday 
morning, too many fathers a!low the 
Sunday school t o go on without them, to 
its detriment. 

By all means give the consecrated wo
men a share in the work, and a large 
share, but see to it t hat t he men look 
after the men's .classes, t he boy's depart
ments, and t hat they furnish some of 
t he officers of the school. The man's 
school is the successful one, in nine ca ses 
out of ten, not because t he men know 
better how to do the j ob, but because 
t heir sex will follow and stand by them 
better; and everyone k nows, alas! that 
in ch urch work and life there are at 
pr esent t hree women and girls to every 
man or boy. Women have always been 
more faithful to the chur ch t han the 
men, probably b:?cause they owe it and 
Christ such a debt of gratitude-the 
gospel tha t lifted them ou t of low po
s ition a nd gave them rights and priv
ileges such as no other women in the 
world ever enjoyed. They will be faith
f ul to the man's school, anyhow. And 
now the men !-Adult Leader. 

Pra yer for the Children 
H ORATIUS BONAR, D. D. 

Fat her, our child ren keep.! 
We know not what is coming on the 

earth; 
Beneath the shadow of thy heavenly 

wing, 
O keep them, keep t hem, thou who 

gav"st them birth. 

Father, draw nearer us ! 
Draw firmer round us t hy protecting 

arm; 
Oh, clasp our children closer to thy side, 

Uninjured in the day of earth's ala rm. 

Them in thy chamber s hide ! 
Oh, hide them and preserve them calm 

and safe, 
When s in abounds, and error flows 

abroad, . 
And Satan tempts, and human passions 

chafe. 

Oh, keep them undefiled ! 
Unspotted from a tempting world of 

s in· 
That, clo,thed i n white, through the 

bright city gates, . 
They may wi th us in triumph enter rn. 

In these days so filled with unp 1·ece
dented peril for the children and young 
People, many a Christian parent's and 
teacher's heart will go ou t wi th thanks
giving for this prayer written by that 
consecrated Scotch preacher and hymn 
w1·itcr , Dr. Bonar . May t he prayer be 
rlipped and kept in Bibles for use at 
fam ily worship and in the place of se
cret prayer. 

Wiesental, Alberta 
This splendid group of children meets 

with the pastor of the church, Rev. Fred 
W. Benke, every other Saturday for 
B !b'e, language and music instruction. 
The older ones take part in the J unior 
choir and orchestra. And on different 
occasions the whole group of children 
take part in the regular service or meet 
fo r a children's meeting. We hope and 
pray that they may all dedicate t heir 
lives completely to the service of our 
Lord J es us Chr ist. 

T h e Young P eople's Society of 
Anamoose, N. Dak. 

Al though the ' Baptist H erald" read
er s have not hEarcl from our society for 
a long t ime the society is still active. We 
have tried to make a pract ice to meet 
twice a month. T he Mother's Day iJro
g ram which the society gave proved a 
success judging by the large erowd which 
attended and the ha ppy faces which 
were seen. E ach mother was p resented 
with a carnation. 

Some o~ t he different types of pro
grn1~1s winch ,.,,-e have had are, literary, 
nms1cal and Bible study. One of ou r 
mont_hly meetings usually is a devotional 
meehn~. Our young people also show 
gr~at mterest in the Bible Arithmetic 
dr1ll. ANNA /(URZWEG S , ec. 

R a lly Day at Emery, S .Dak. 

The Sou th Dakota B . Y. P. U. and 
S. S. W. U. met for their Second Annual 
Rally a~ E mery, S. Dak., November 18. 

In spite of the threa tening weather a 
gro.up_ of 66 delegates from the vari~us 
societies of the state, not including 
Emery, the enter taining society. were 
p resent, in addition to a very large group 
of Sunday school workers and members. 

The rally was divided into an after
noon and evening session. During the 
~fterno~n session the societies gave very 
mterestmg topic5 on: " H ow Can We 
S t imulate IntPrest in Our B . Y. P . U. 
P ro!!ram?'' " How Can Our B. Y P. U. 
Be Most Helpful in Times Like T hese?" 
i-nrl "How Can We Hold the Attention 
of Our Pupils in a Sunday School Class?" 
Srveral voca l duets were rendered by 
the clifferent societies. 

A fte r the after noon session the pres
ident, Miss F lorence Schlinf. ca lied a 
special meeting of the B. Y. P. U. offi-
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cers and S. S. teachers where questions 
were discussed. Many problems were 
solved with the help of our able min
ister s. 

After lunch in the basement of the 
church the evening session was con
t inued. 

A song service was enjoyed by all 
after which the secretary, Miss P op
pinga, spoke, r eminding us that Rev. R 
G. Kaiser of Parkston was moving to 
Nor th Dakota. A vote of thanks was 
given him for all he had done for t he 
young people of our state. 

The evening service was led by Rev. 
E. Gutsche of Plum Creek. His topic 
was based on J ohn 1 :11: "He came un to 
his own, and they that were his own r e
ceived him not ." 

T hanks to the E mery society, our pres
ident and secretary and to the ministers 
of our state for their help and encour-
agement. HELEN LUBBERS. 

The Kansas A ssociation 

The fall sessions of the association 
were held with the church at Dillon, 
Kansas, October 29-31'." On the Sunday 
p receding the sessions the R ev. J. Bor
chers ser ved the church with very inspir
ing messages. 

The opening address was delivered by 
the R~verend L. H oeffner, who chose P s . 
46 : 5 for his tex t. T he devotional per iods 
were under the leadership of the follow
ing brethren : R. Vase) , C. Neve, G. 
Thole and Chas. Zoschke. The gener al 
t heme was : "Jesus our Leader." R ev. 
A. R. Sandow spoke on Gal. 2 :20 and 
the closing message was brought by Rev. 
0. Roth \vith 1 Cor. 1 :30, 31 as his te>.."t. 
The offer ings taken during the sessions 
amounted to $46. 

Several churches of the association 
were without ministers, but are gradu
a lly finding new spiritual leaders, some 
of whom we had the pleasure to welcome 
at ou r session. 

Again and again we felt the presence 
of Christ in our midst . We fully believe 
that the days spent at Dillon were days 
of mountain top experiences. We are 
greatly indebted to the pastor of the en
ter~aining church, Rev. S . F. Geis, to the 
ladies , who proved delightful hostesses, 
and above all, to our God, for the manv 
rich blessings we r eceived. · 

J. BORCHERS, Reporter. 
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Prep arations for the Coming of 
Christ 
Gal. 4 :4 

F . A. LICHT 

"We can 't saiy anything new anyhow,'" 
so said a fe llow pastor to the writer not 
long ago concerning the Christmas mes
sage. Well, that is true enough, but is 
that a reason why we should speak with 
less fervor and hear with less enthusiasm 
the old, old story of J esus and his love'! 
Are not t he old truths and things some
times the mos,t precious ones? T he old 
sunshine, t he .starry heavens, the daily 
breaicl , enjoyed in old Abraham's times, 
are they not as precious and needful to 
us in the 20th Century A D. ? Is love 
of parent, affection of lovers any Jess 
prized today than three or four thou
sand years ago when I saac wooed Re
b?cca and Rachel r ejoiced over her first
born? 

And so the old. old story of r edemp
tive love still brings sunshii~e to our 
souls, food to our spirits and joy to our 
hearts . 

A Noted German Author 

once said: "The Christmas S tor y is so 
endearing and beautiful that even if it 
were mere fiction it would b ~ worth dy
ing for." And we would add-this story 
of the Christ-child in the manger is so 
wonderful and comforting, so joy and 
peace imparting and so unlike any other 
t he world over has ever heard, that it 
can't be a production of imagination. 
To invent such a story would be more 
marvelous than the .story itself. 

For this gra nd event of the holy night, 
prophets and saints of old have yearn
ingly waited. Not only among the Old 
Testament people. Among a/l people we 
fi nd more or less distinct prophecies of 
a coming Savior. 

The Noted Greek Philosopher Socrates 

said to his students. h undreds of years 
before Chri st : "We must wait unt il 
somebody comes from God to teach us 
how to behave toward him and our fe l
lowmen." And his great disciple Plato 
wrote: "It is most des irable t hat some 
one be sent us from heaven as teacher, 
and how I Jong to see him !" 

Confucius, C'1ina's gr eat and mos t 
honored teacher, sa;d hundreds of years 
b<!fOre t he birth of Jes us, t ha t from the 
W est would co·11e the true saint and re
ligion and enter . China and_ penetrat e all 
its parts. Similar quotatrons could be 

made from the ancient scr:ptures of 
India. 

But one of the most wonderfu l predic
tions (outside of the fo ld of Is rael ) of 
a coming Savior we find 

In the Writings of Zoroaster 
He was Pers ia's greatest and noblest 
teacher and prophet. It is surmised 
that he was influenced and stirred by the 
writings of J eremiah and Da niel con
cerning a coming Messiah. He taught 
his disciples " that in the last days" a 
Virgin would give birth to a child, whose 
b;rth would be announced by a special 
star, the brilliance of which would not 
be dimmed even by the midday sun. 
" And you , my children," said h e to his 
disciples, "shall see the rise of t h!s star 
before all other peop les. As soon as you 
£ee the star, follow it whither it shall 
lead you and wor ship the divine chi ld. 
bring ing him your g ifts . It is the al · 
mighty Word, which made heaven and 
earth." Thus spoke and prophesied this 
venera ble man long before the holy night. 
And the wi se men who followed the star 
to Bethlehem and came to worsh ip the 
Christ-child there were most J"kely led 
to do so through Zoroaster 's predictions 
and exhort ations. for they were P er s ian 
astrologers or a stronomers . 

And here it is a lso interes ting and 
worth noting 

How God Prepared the Time 
for the coming of his Son and the preach
ing of the wonderful gospel story. In 
Gala tians we read: "When the fu \n ess 
d the t ime was come God sent forth hi s 
Son " The time was especiall y prepar ed 
for Christ's com'ng . . 

In the first place, God had done a ll he 
cou ld to 71r,,pcire his people, t hrough the 
prophets, for the r fception of the heav
en ly visitor. The prophets had foretold 
his coming. as we know, the p'ace of h is 
birth, and also. fair ly defini tely the time 
of his birth , h is suffer ing an I death for 
our sake. 

And A/examder, the socalled great, 
also h P/7Jed . thou~h u nknowingly, to pre
pare for this f'vent. We know how a 
f ew centuries bQfore th e Christian era 
t?is conqu~ror su_bdued a lmost every na
t ·on . a nd-what is most irrportan t to us 
- he s pread t he Greek culture and lan
guage wherever he went. And when the 
Apcstles of Ch_ri st went forth with the 
"'e~sage of then· Lord they could make 
t hen-selves understood in t he Gr eek lan
g uag-e t~roughout the whole civilized 
world, did not first need to study the 
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different tong ues like our modern mi s
s ionar ies, and moreover, t he N ew Testa-
1r..ent scrip tures found in this excellent 
language a perfect vehicle for i ts publi
cation. 

Another p reparat'on for Christ's com
ing and t he spread of his gospel was 

Per formed by the Rom an Emperors 
They had conquered a lmost every oth~r 
pation and forced them all to live rn 
peace, h ad splendid s tate roads built 
t hroughout their vast domain, kept safe 
for travel by Ronian sen tineis. And thus 
the Apostles could travel in compara
t ive safety a nd ease and preach the gos
p~l of God's love. 

One more preparation for the sp1:ead 
of the Good Tid 'ngs is worth mention
ing : We know tha,t centuries b efor e our 
era the Jews were driven out of their 
country and were s ubsequently scatter.ed 
a ll over the world. Now, when Christ 
was born and a little later, when ~he 
l''essengers went ever ywhere preaching 
his messa ge,-t hey found meet! ng-houses 
? nd congr egat ions in ever y city of the 
c"vil;zed world , 

The J ewish Synagogues 
W e know from readin g the Acts of th~ 
Ape-sties that a lmost the first thing Pau 
<l id on enter ing a strange city, was to 
v" sit the synagogue on the Sabbath da y. 
There he a lways found an assembly. He 
<lid not nePd to advertise and seek hear
ers first. like our miss'onaries , both 
home and foreign. And thus the first 
C')nverts were won in t hese God-p repared 
places. 

We see thus how wonderfully God 
himself, albeit he used human instru
m!mtalities, h ad irade preparations for 
the great event, the comin g of his Son 
and t he spread of t he Glad T idi_n_gs and 
building up of Christ ' an communities and 
churches. 

AH preceding centuries pointe~ to and 
were prepar ations for the night. of 
Christ 's nativity. And t he ages since 
point back to that wonderful event. W e 
count our year s by s tarting with that 
night. E ver y time we date a letter and 
s a y 1934, we honor J esus , con.sciously or 
unconscious ly. Every J ew or Gentile or 
Christ'an in his conespondence honors 
J esus. For what else does it mean when 
we write December 25, 1934? I s that not 
a i·eferenc~ to what happened 1934 years 
?go, t he bTth of Christ? And t her eby 
a lso confession is made that 

J esus is Really the Creator of Human 
History! 

t~i:tory is divide<] inrto two great di
v·s·ons : one nnteda t·ing Christ and the 
other f ollow ing his birth in B ethleh em. 

Thus we b?hold with amazement how 
heaven and ear tli, God's angels, proph
ets and sain ts, on the one h a nd gladly. 
and on the other hand kings an<l godless 
r_ulers and ruthl ?ss conquerors unwi t
t•ngly contribut ed toward the g!o1·y of 
h iP1 , who in the holy night graciously 
vis ited us with h is salvation. 

Truly the b ' rth of J esus , Son of God 
and Son of rran , is t he grea t es t event 
in the world 's his torv the m ost marvel-. ' 

December 15, 1934 

ous thing in heaven or earth and 
t hroughout time a nd eternity: "God 
made manifest in the fl esh." The Holy 
One, Almighty Creator of heaven and 
ear th, coming as a shepherd seeking his 
Jost si1eep. 

May we gladly bid him welcome t his 
Christmastide and wholeheartedly con
secra te to him our hearts and our a ll ! 

(A r eprint.) 

" If I H ad Not Come " 
John 15:22 

There are " ifs" that startle us. Con
di tions but sligh tly different might have 
r esulted in untold disaster. W e escaped 
them. By hazardous cu rves we reach an 
eminence; from our exalted position we 
see the per ils which were our persistent 
menace. The stars blink at noon-time; 
t hey are hidden in light; we cannot see 
them, but from the darkest cavern we 
may look up through t he blackness at 
midday and note the stars in all of their 
midnight effulgence. 

In the word of J esus we front a star
tling "if." It drops us to t he very depths 
of things. It is only as we let our imag
ination lower us down, down to condi
tions tha-t obtained at the coming of 
Jes us that we a r e able to note the bril
liance of the stars that were flashed into 
t he world's sky by him who is ' the Light 
of the World." 

Let us look t hrough our telescope of 
h is tory and p ick out a group of first 
mag nitude stars. ~ 

r. E xalted childhood. When the babe 
was born in Bethlehem children wer·e a 
father's chattels, and often esteemed less 
t han ca ttle. A new babe ntight be stran
gled if unwelcome to the father. Art 
r eve

1

als prevailing sentiments. We look 
in vain for intimation of Christian af
fection for the child until the s pirit of 
t he Christ came into the gentle mastery 
of the heart of man. From t hat time 
until nO\V t he child has been coming into 
its own. If we blot out this star t he door 
of the asylum for the fatherless is for
ever closed ; the home for the car e of 
incurable children is replaced by t he rug
ged mountain slope for exposur e a nd 
death; home affection is replaced by out
ward rigor; intell('ctual possibilit ies have 
small chance of r ealization , a nd the g r eat 
crying spiritua l needs have no supply. 
What a ca!amity- "If I had not come!'' 

2. Exalted womanhood. An old astron
omer gazing long in to the heaven falls 
back from his in.strument of search wit h 
this ejaculation, "The undevout astron
omer is mad." T he woman who has no 
vis ion to see the star that Chris t set 
aflame for her is no Jess demented. Wo
man was then a toy, slave, lacking soul, 
lacking a serious mind. The Bethlehem 
manger cha nged it all. Whe1·ever the 
gospel has got a grip woman ha~ been 
l"fted. Her emancipation began 111 Ju
dea. She then commenced to come _to her 
possibility a s the equal or supenor of 
n-an. As the gospel conques t proceeds 
woman is hurried to her unique destiny. 

fl . The uplift of the unfit. When J esus 
came human life was of small worth . A 

thousand of the strongest young men 
m 'ght be sacrificed in gla diatorial con
tests in a s ingle week to furn is h h oli
days for a degenerate race. Who cared? 
These were only s laves. The populace 
must be enter tained. Who cares for a 
Lazarus ? Crumbs and curses are enough 
for him. Who cares for the leper? Send 
him for th to die alone. How f ew th ere 
were to lift hands of help for the widow 
and the orphan. No one opened hospi
tals for the s ick. No one cared for the 
poor. Few there were to shed a tear for 
the broken reed. "If I had not come!" 
To what an abyss we are h urled! But 
he did come. Corne so that the unfit 
might survive: con:e "to seek and to 
save that which was los t." What a mag
nificent new star came to stud the sky,
the star of sympathetic brotherhood. 

4. The exaltation of hope. Man is in
curably religious. H e is born with rela
tions to the infinite. The old religious 
system s were but shells. T he old gods 
received jeer s in place of adoration. T he 
primitive r eligious ins tincts seemed 
mockeries. There must needs come an 
ampler r evelation of the very heart of 
God. Browning has voiced for us t he 
tl'_astering religious desire of lhe human 
heart: Oh, "that the A ll-Great were t he 
All-L oving , too !" Jes us came. God was 
expressing himself. H e loved ; he gave, 
t hat man might enter into h is heritage. 
Hope expanded into faith. The All
Great is t he All-Loving, too. Humanity 
has i ts boon. Let the Christmas b ell 
ring. 

"Ring in the valiant m an and free, 
T he larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be." 

-George D. Knigh ts. 

An Excerp t 

From the address of Dr. Maurice A. Levy 
before t he Baptis t World Alliance 

on " Christ's Lordship and Church 
Poli ty" 

Sav ing fai th is the conscious and spon
taneous answer of the human spirit to 
t he grace of God. That determines our 
a_ttit ude tow~rds the ordinance of bap
tism, as to its form and its r ecipients. 
~s to the mode the appeal is to symbol-
1sm, the depiction of a n a n teceden t ex
peri~nce, or in the vocabulary of a gen
eration. th~t delights in pageantry, the 
dramatization of momentous even ts in 
the r edemptive minis try of our Lord 
and of somet hing vital in t he life of the 
b!!liever- dcath to sin and r esurrection 
into new life through union with Christ. 
We have no creed save the New Testa
ment. We need no other creed. This 
ordinance in its eloquent symbolism 
keeps befor e the church and its constit
uency the cardina l teaching of the New 
Testament. The mode is self-vindicat
ing. 

But wha t validates the ordinance? 
Above a ll other s we should be clear on 
this issue. To render the ordinance im
pressive and convincing there must be 
certain personal and spiritual prerequi-
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sites. A p ersonal response to the spirit 
and L o1·dship of Jesus alone can make i t 
authentic a nd convincing. It is at this 
point that we challenge the practise of 
infant baptism. Ever y religious act must 
be voluntary. Our protest against pedo
baptism arises from the conviction t hat 
it is a violation of personalty. Faith 
must be free. 

Wha t Does It Matter ? 
The past and futu re in Atlantic liners 

is graphically illustrated by a pictu re 
of t he new 73,000-ton Cunarder, to cost 
$30,000,000 and expected to make the 
crossing in four days. In the backgroun d 
of the picture is the famous New York 
sky-line; in the foreground is a little 
sailing-ship, the fir st Cunarder, which 
came t o our shores 91 years ago. The 
new one is bigger and costlier. It goes 
fas ter. What does it matter? 

John Haynes Holmes has a striking 
comparison entitled "How Wonderfu l I s 
Science! " He shows what our fathers 
bad to do with a generat ion or t wo ago, 
in contrast with the marvels we use to
day. For example, " I n t he old days we 
could kill men only one at a time by 
s ling-shots, arrows, and rifles. Now we 
can slaughter men like rabbits in a 
shamble by machine guns, poisonous 
gases, and disease germs. How wonder
ful is science!" Aga in, what does it 
matter? 

Let us not make the mistake of think
ing t ha t invention is progress, that mov
ing faster is living better, that size is a 
s ig n of character, or th at the multiplica
tion of things is synonymous with in
creased efficiency. All the new externa ls 
of civilization ( is it civilization?) today 
can not bring comfort to huma n hearts, 
can not give power to conquer t emptation 
and sin, can not insure peace and good 
will a mong men. 

Fruit at Seventy 
Someone has quoted Confucius, the 

g reat philosopher of Ch ina, as to the 
productivity of n:an at various stages in 
his career. Here is what Confucius sai d 
on t his point : 

" Unti l a man is thirty he is like the 
ivy on the vine wit h no inherent 
str ength; at forty he is a bare t r ee; at 
fifty he puts forth leaves ; at seventy, 
fruit. " 

A good point is the fruitfulness of a 
man who has reached his three score 
and ten. We do not agr ee that no fruit 
is borne before that t ime. Indeed, we 
think of men in middle life as busily 
engaged in reaping t he golden h arvest. 
And some are filling their granaries in 
t he twenties and thirt ies. At the same 
time, t here shou'd be a r ipeness and a 
delicacy of flavor in the f'ruitage of the 
seventies that is not possible at an ear
lier time. 

Le~ no one wait with Confucius to 
the time ?f o~d age before bearing fruit 
or thrustmg in the harvest s ickle. But 
at th~ same time, let no septuagenaria~ 
put hm1self on the shelf. 
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Let Me Walk With Thee 
MRS. WILLIAM H. SCHINDLER 

Dear God, please give me strength, 
In this age of unbelief, 
That t o thee I will hold fast 
And never doubt or fear. 
Be v ery , very real to me, 
Let me know that t hou art near, 
And when in prayer I bow, 
Reveal thy holy face to me. 
That I may o'ercome my foe 
And live to praise but t hee. 

At times my faith would fal ter, 
I seek thee on my knees 
And ask, dear Lord, to speak to me 
And raise my eyes to thee. 
That songs of praise may ever be 
Part of my daily life, 
That doubt and worries all may flee, 
Make me a li ving sacrifice, 
Oh, let me walk with thee. 

Detroit, Michiga n. 

"Unto What Were Ye Baptized?" 
An Anglican friend recently put two 

questions to me : "Have the Baptists a 
future?" and "What prevents y ou 
from becoming an Angl ican?" I neerl 
not develop fat the r eaders of this ar
t icle the answers I gave, which sug
gested t hat Baptists are still necessary 
witnesses to a neglected but important 
t ruth, that t ruth being the constitu t ion 
of the church t hrough believer s and t he 
emphasis on personal fa ith by a New 
Testament act in its New Testament 
meaning. As an example of the kind of 
view which makes our witness mc::ssary, 
I quoted the a nswer of an Anglican 
cl_ergyman to a question which I put t o 
him when I was a Baptist minister in a 
Scottish village. I asked him whether he 
would insist on re-bapt ism if some mem
ber of one of the churches in the vil
lage wished to join his communion. He 
replied: "Certainly not, if it were one of 
your people, for with your method of 
baptism I could be quite sure that the 
water had been in contact with the bap
tized person; but these Presbyterians 
are so careless in their method of admin
istration that you never can be sure that 
the water had actua•lly touched t he 
child." 

At the sa me t ime, s ince I am writing 
now f or Baptist r eader s , I am bound to 
say t hat I do not t hink Baptists gen
i:-rally a re sufficiently r epresen ting the 
whole of the New Testament truth abou t 
baptism. I belie ve that some of our 
presen t a dmi tted weaknesses is due to t his 
neglect. I arn troubled by the thought 
that we a re of ten J ohannine rather than 
Pauline Christ ians, t he John in the ques
tion being John t he Baptist a nd not the 
E vangelist. We can indeed effectively 
answer the question, "Fr om what wer e 
ye baptized?" by our confess ion of r e
pentance, but can we a s effectively an
~wer the New Testament question "Unto 
what wer e ye baptized?'' 

More t ha n thirty years ha ve passed 
since I first ra ised t his subject in these 

columns. No one can study the New 
Testament references to baptism with
out being impressed by the way in which 
water-baptism is made the natural sym
bol and usual accompaniment of Spirit 
baptism. Let us think, for example, of 
Paul's words in 1 Cor. 7: 13: " In one 
Spirit wer e we all baptized into one body 
. . . . and were all made to drink of one 
Spirit." Let us recall how water-bap
t ism is linked to the death and resur 
rection of Christ (Rom. 6:1-5) and these 
with the Spirit's work. (8 :9-11.) 

T?ere. can be no clanger of Baptists 
attQbuting any mechanical value to 
water-baptism, s ince they hold firmly to 
the New Testament practice of adminis
tering baptism. to believer s only. Apart 
from the gen1;2tne. faith of the baptized 
person, the rite 1s meaningless, or, in
c~eed a mocker y. But ought we not to be
lieve t h_at where faith is present the rite 
of baptism may be an occasion of grace ·1 
<?ught we . not to emphasize the prospec
tive meanmg of baptism as well as its 
retrospective meaning ? Ought we not 
to put fuller meaning into the words of 
John 3:5 (which Baptists are apt to 
neglect) : " Except a man be born of 
~vater an~ the Spirit. he cannot enter 
mto the kingdom of God" ? 

If, as i~ commonly believed, our Lord"s 
0\':'11 baptism w_as marked by a new con
~c1~usness of_ his r ela tion to the Father, 
1 ~ 1t too daring to believe that his dis
ciples may humbly follow him in this 
new beginning of life in the Spirit? I 
believe that we a re the only Church tha t 
can afford to emphasize bapt ism in tl1is 
prospective way wi thout any risk of t hr. 
emphasis becoming a mechanical sacra
me~tarianism. By confining baptism to 
believers, we make it always a sacra
ment of faith, the supreme r ealm of t h e 
Spirit's activity in human lif e. 

When baptism is regarded in this way. 
it takes it s true place alongs ide of t he 
Lord's Supper as an act of faith which 
helps to establish a new degree of con
tact with God in t he H oly Spirit. If i t 
be !'aid that such contact is not confined 
to, or dependent on, water -bapt ism no 
Baptis t wo~ld quest ion t hat, but an; ar
gument which treated water-baptism a s 
"m~king _no d iffer ence" would be equally 
valid agamst the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper by the use of bread and wine. 
The truth is that a cts are more expr es
s ive to ourselves, as well as t o other s, 
than words can ever be. We are all 
agree~ that this expressive value belong3 
to believer s ' baptism in its r etrospective 
~ense ; le~ us be equally explicit in t each
mg candidates for baptism that it has 
also a prospective sense. 

It is sig~ificant that other Free 
Ch1;2rches which teach with us the consti
tu~1on of the Church by believers in
evi tably tend to r elegate baptism t o a 
quite subordinate place. Thus it be
comes a mere dedication rite for most 
Co~g1·egationali s~s ;_ even for P resby
ten ans, though 1t is a solemn sign anrl 
seal of the covenan t of grace, it is neces
sarily quite subordinate to the Com
munion service. There are on ly two log-
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ical positions in th is matter, namely, 
that of baptismal regenerat ion and that 
of believers' baptism. T his is admirably 
brought out by Professor N. P. Will iams 
in the long note on infant baptism to be 
found in his book "The Ideas of the 
Fall and Original ' Sin" (pp. 550-554) · 
He r ightly urges that the N ew Testa
ment baptism is the baptism of believers 
and that infant baptism r ests solely 
upon the actual prcatice of the Church, 
and he goes on t o say : "Those who do 
not t rust the instincts of the historic 
Church to t he extent which this arg u
ment r equires should in logic either 
abandon the custom altogether or in t er
pret it solely as a picturesque and dra
matic method of registering the name of 
the infant as an honorary member of t he 
Christia n Society." Baptists, I con tend, 
ar e alone entiled to hold t he intermed
iate position, v iz., t ha t baptism is a 
means of grace because i t is, and only 
when it is, t he bap tism of believers.
Dr. H. Wheeler Robinson, M. A., in "The 
Baptist Times," London. 

How Liquor Deceives 
Many old-t ime theories r egar ding the 

supposedly beneficial results of alcohol 
have been exploded and proven fallacies 
in the light of discovery. Years ago it 
was not uncommon for a physician to 
Prescribe some form of liquor in hi.$ be
lief that the patients were helped by so 
doing. Now the picture has changed. 
~owh~re near the amount of liquor is 
.!?'1vcn m the t reat ment of disease as be
fore, a fac t that speaks volumes. s :ck 
persons have a far greater chance of r e
covery t han in the long ago, th is being 
a ttribu ted not only to better scientific 
methods but to absence of alcohol in 
therapeut ics. 

Not long ago a doctor said to me: 
" I'm convinced, and so is the greater 
par t of the medical world, that alcohol 
does more harm than good for a sufferer . 
There isn't a single instance in which 
medicines and diet cannot do the work 
mor e effectively a nd without the ever
prescnt danger of the patient develop ing 
the alcoholic h abit. The latter peril is 
one of the most vicious possibilities in 
connection with the administrat ion of in
to.x icants. 

"Stimulants , as you know never cure. 
They m:rely drive the worn-~ut or ailing 
mechamsm, when rest , nourishing food, 
an~ s leep are the only t hings r equired t o 
bring about recovery. Alcohol for a time 
makes an individual th ink he is in better 
physical shape t h a-11 h e really is . In this 
condit ion he is ap t to overdo. When the 
temporary effects of the stimulant have 
pas~ed, t he resul tant let -down puts the 
patient in a worse condition than before. 
Organs that needed rest are forced to 
i ~1creased act ivity under the spur of the 
liquor, instead of being allowed to build 
up. Only r est and na ture can replace 
the devit alized cells with fresh , new ones. 
InstE!ad of running in high g ear during 
conva lescence, the human machine 
should operat e in low un til such a stage 
of r ecuperation has been reached t hat 
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normal activity may be indulged in 
without risk of a backset. For these 
r easons liquor in any form is s in ister 
in its influence on t he body whether the 
la tter is rugged or ravaged by some 
disease. Alcoholic drinks not only tencl 
to turn a healt hy specimen into an inva
lid, but t hey ar e part:cularly devas tat 
ing to a s ick person. 

" Pioneer doctors used to give whisky 
in cases of snake-bite in the fi r m con
viction that the potion was str engthen
ing. Nothing could be far ther from t he 
tru th a s we know now. Let me tell you 
why. In snake-bite the object is to keep 
a s much of the venom from reaching the 
blood-s tream. In an effor t to accomplish 
this we inject a solution of per manga
nate of potash, a llow the fang wounds 
to bleed freely, and apply a tourniquet 
between t he poin t of infect ion and the 
heart. Now when whisky or anything 

s ickness the drinker's chances of pulling 
through are far less than t he total ab
stainer 's. He has little reserve t o fall 
back on. Out raged nature thus exacts 
her penalty. You ha.ve only to consult 
the records of any reliable doctor or hos
pital to prove every statement I have 
made."-Henry H . Graham in " Young 
P eople.' ' 

Counting the Closed Doors 

in the for m of alcohol is administered, 
t he heart is a lways accelerated and cir
cula t ion speeded up. In other words, t he 
hear t is made to wor k harder. Natur
ally, it follows that the venom is then 
more quickly a nd t hor oughly absorbed 
and the cure b ecomes a difficult mat ter. 
So, whisky, it is apparent, instead of 
being a friend, is an enemy of the p a- -
t ient. 

An elderly man was looking back over 
his life and thinking with regret of the 
oppor t unities he had allowed to slip by 
without act ing on them, just because he 
had been, or had t hought he was, t oo 
busy t o do the thing he might have done. 
He thought , " Ther e wa~ my brother-in
law, who was sick of tuberculosis in my 
home, and died t her e ; and I was too busy 
to sit by his bed a nd talk t o him about 
J esus, who would be his Savior. There 
were my nieces and nephews, who looked 
up to me and on whom I had an oppor
tunity to make a defin ite impression for 
Christ, who are a ll now ir religious and 
hardened. There were the boys that 
were in my employ from t ime t o time, 
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"The Baptist Herald" "Do you know wha t happens when 

one's 'sorrows arc drowned in l i quor '~ 
I'll t ell you. T he expression is r eally a 
1risnomer. L iquor never drowns a ny
t h ing. True, it p ick les a n~an 's orga ns, 
hardens the liver , kidneys, and arter 
ies, bringing premature old age a nd gen
eral debility. It drowns his sor rows by 
dulling his fine sensibil it ies to the point 
where nothing seems t o matter any mor e. 
H is t r oubles vanish because he loses t he 
will-power and mor al strengtl1 to con
quer them as a ny individua l with char
acter and high ideals would do. The 
drinker is robbed of all sense of p ropor
t ion r egard ing life's values. He is in 
clined to magnify t he t rivia·l a nd under
estimate the impor t an t. He becomes 
ugly, unr easonable. His moral stand
a rds are lessened and each notch they 
descend makes i t easier to s ink far ther 
dow·n the ladder of human conduct. H i:; 
judgment deser ts him. Do you know 
that millions of brain cells arc destr oyed 
by alcohol? 

" Some people are under the delusion 
tha t delirium t remens is the only out
ward manifestation of heavy drinking 
except dru nkenness. As a matt~r of fact, 
insidious cha nges go on, both mte1·nally 
a nd ex terna lly. The bloodshot eye, the 
reel nose the flushed coun tenance a rc 
only a fe~ of them. They indicate, .a s . a 
rule consider a.ble indulgence. W 1thrn 
th e 
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body t he change is pronounced a~d 
far more serious. Alcohol leaves i ts 
deadly mark indelibly on the delicate o~
ganic structure, damaging the heart. 
blood-vessels , kidneys, liver, and l~ngs. 
No organ is immune from the r umou> 
influences. And when v ital organs are 
gone they cannot be r eplaced like par ts 
of a n automobile. 

"Dur ing oper ations and all cases of 

fini shes its twelfth volume of its career 
and in many cases terminates the sub 
scription fo r ano ther period as m osb su b· 
s c riptions expire with the calen dar yea r. 

Please sec tha t your r enewal is made 
without delay. Th.is can be done th.rou~h 
the P ublicatio n House's representative U1 
your churc h or by mailing it direct to 
Cleveland. Y our pastor will be able to 
advise you. 

T he editorial direction will be u nder the 
newly elec ted General Secretary of the 
youn g people's union , Reveren d M artin L . 
Lcuschner, for whom we b es peak y ou r 
unstinted ' support. 

The Business Manager. 

who wer e just forming their ideals and 
habits, and who I might have 1nolded 
as I would ; but I allowed the relat ion 
to remain a purely business one, a nd not 
one of them was filled with a great pur
pose in life, or had the chance of follow
ing me as I fol~owed Christ." 

I.f i t be t rue, as psychologists tell u s, 
that every t hought and impression is 
s tor ed in the subconscious memory, and 
will some day come up into conscious r e
membr ance, what a lot that man has t o 
think about through a ll eter n ity! 

The Unchanging Bible 

Do you imagine that the gospel is a 
nose of wax, which can be shaped to suit 
the face of each succeeding age? Is the 
revelation once g iven by the Spirit of 
God to be inte·rp reted accor ding to t he 
fa hion of the period ? I s " Advanced 
Thought" to be t he cor d with which the 
Spiri t of the Lor d is to be straitened? 
Is the old tr uth that saved man hun
dreds of year s ago to be banished be
cause something fresh has been hatched 
in the nests of the wise?-Charles H ad
don Spurgeon. 
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The Greatest Thing 
The disciples ~Jissed t heir ch~to 

do t he greates t t hing one can do · 
child-in t roduce him to Jesus. If a 
should come to you a nd ask, as ·a little 
girl of six di d the other day, " Who is 
God, anyWay?" what would you say ? 
Recently a young woman who is very 
much interested in intr oducing her little 
pupils to God wrote down a defin it ion of 
God for them: 

God is a lways wit h us, though we ca n 
not see him. 

He is t he loving F ather of everybody 
and our best friend . 

He can be talked to freely, but always 
with respect, for he is great and wonder
ful. 

H e likes t o have us tell h im t hings, 
for he is always interested in h is chil
dren. 

He gives us many things, especially 
help, so we must remember to thank him. 

He is sorry when we do wrong. 
He commands us as our paren ts do, 

and commands grown-ups, t oo, for t hey 
are his childr en, also. 

He belongs t o all, but does not have 
favor ites , for that would be unfair and 
God is always f air . 

H e has work to do and asks us to help 
him in that work, and wh en we do w e 
are all happy together. 

Some of God's plans w_e cannot yet un
der stand, bu t as we get older and wiser, 
and especially as we try to help him as 
much as we can, we shall understand 
bet ter . 

H e loves beau tiful and true th ings, 
especially in t he ways we a ct. 

God is like J esus, so when we learn 
about J esus, we know what God is like. 
- Dor othy Dolan. 

Death and Misery in the Japan 
Typhoon 

The worst typhoon in 35 years swep t 
over southern Japan late in September, 
leaving death and misery i n its wake. 
The Kobe-Osaka-Kyoto a rea and one sec
t ion of t he Inland Sea suffered great Jos5 
of li fe and proper ty. Hundreds of chil
dren wer e t rapped as school buildings 
collapsed. The famous Osaka temple, 
Tennoji, was r educed to ruins. Japanese 
newspapers estimated more than 12,000 
people killed and a property loss of half 
a b illion Yen ($145,00C>,OOO at cur rem 
exch a.nge) . 

Concerning damage to Baptist Mission 
P roperty, Miss E lma Tharp of the J apan 
Miss ion repor ts·: "Our Baptist ranks, so 
fa r as known, have suffered no losses. 
The Osaka Bible T.raining School was 
har d hit. The Mead Chr istian Center 
building suffered most and cannot be 
used. The new church u nder construc
tion at Tonosho on the Inland Sea was 
damaged. The parsonage stood remark
ably well and needs only minor r epair s." 

This was the second maj or disaster in 
Japan with in eleven years. The great 
earthquake with its appalling loss of life 
and property occurred in September, 
1923.- "Missions" for December. 
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A HOSPITAL VVOULD SAVE HIS LIFE ••• 

to die 
Too bad, little felloru b . . 

,r 1 ' ut you .wzll lzave fo dze. Some o1 ltle ltosp · 1 . 
. zta s are full, others are runn11zg jJart 

time or not at all, be 
caUse of the lack of money. 

It takes a lot of · z 
money to run America's hospzta s. O!i~ 

)ies, a lot of money a bill' doll . 
. ~ ion ms a )'ear. 

You see, we spent our money in tlze war. It was a very 
expensive war. It cost the nations of t!te -world almost a 
billion dollars every four .days. 

·~ . .- ... 

THE ANNUAL BUDGET O"F 

This advertisement, written by Bruce Barton and 
illustrated by Joseph Chenoweth, and presented 
here through the courtesy of "The Baptist Herald" 
is part of an educational advertising campaign for 

HOSPITALS 

world peace. Co-operation to develop this campaign 
into an extensive, persistent and efficient drive for 
peace is invited by World Peaceways, 103 Park 
Avenue, New York City. 


