


.. They sow the fields, and plant riJ:J '17a:-d4 "ldJicb may yield fruits of increase. God . blesse th them al~o. so that they are 
mulliplied greatly: and g;iffereta not their cattle fo decrease. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness. and for 

his wonderful works lo tho children of men" (Ps alm 107:37-38 and 31). Photo by Harold M. Lambert . 

Denominational 
Jan uary 1 (Frlday)-New Year's Day. 
January 4-8-Week or Prayer to be observed In lhc chu rches. 

"Higher Educallon Emphasis ... 
January_ 1~-14-Annual Day or Prayer and Mld-Wlnler Convocation. 

Christian Training Inslltute. Edmonton. Alberta. 
January 31-February 7-"Youlh Week" Lo be observed b,· all 

churches. Theme: "Dedicated Discipleship." · 
February i -Baptlst World Alliance Sunday. Communion Offering 

for the work of the Bapllst World Alliance. 
Febrl!ary 12-Day oC Prayer. North American Baptist Seminary. 

Sioux Falls. South Dakota. 
Febr!Jary 23-27-Sessions of the Denomlnallonal Workshop. Visita

tion. Student Service Placement, Cod's Volunteers. Church Ex
Wn~1g1~. and Church Loan Fund CommlLLees al Forest Park. 

March 3-Ash Wednesday. 
March 5 (Friday)-World Day of Prayer . Program material pre

pared by the Woman's :\1Issionary Union. 
l\larch l~ <S.unday)-Blble Day. Program material prepared by the 

Pubhcat1on Society. Offerings for Bible distribution . 
March 23-24 (Tentatlve)-Sprlng Convocation North American Bap

llst Seminary, Sioux Falls. South Dakota.' 
April 4 (Sunday)-Annual Sacred Concert and Bible School Cradu-

t~~t~. Exercises. Christian Training Institute. Edmonton. Al-

April Jl- Palm Sunday. 
Apr I I 16 <Friday )- Good Friday. 
Apr il 18-Easter Sunday. The Easter OfCerlng lo be received bv 

our .churches fr_om Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday for our de.. 
nominatlonal Mission a nd Service Program. 

April 22 (Thursday)-Lltcrary Committee oC the Publication Board. 
Forest Park, Illinois. 

April 23 < Frlday)-Annual Session or Jhe Publication Board Forest 
Park. llllno1s. · 

April 27-30-Annual Session of the Board or Missions Fo rest Park 
llllnols. · · 

April 30-May 1-Annu<;il Session oC the Stewardship Committee. 
Forest Park, ll llno1s. 

:\Jay 2 CSunday> - BaccaJaure:ll<' ~rr\'h-f' ontl 1 ., .,,,,, .,. ",. ,.,,u·1~t l "' ' 
~~~~~;, , ,:~hj~~qt~!~'t~nl J •. :i~!:~,nl; !;:'" ';'fl!~~t: ~ f,(~ Jr H r tu 1 1·n t~ r hr lc;11 lrt 

:,1 1IV lj "f /\. 1 1n 1J tl 5Ps.;:1tr fl t 1f t1P ( rH • r• •ttf>fo. t 1f1 Jf lghtt l .tltH'llllOfl 
I ' ", .;t f' tr\c l · " ' ' -;;; 

Mu y ·r /\141 · ( n Rl•m JJu y 
;>1uy 7-8- F lnancc Commlucc at Forest Park, lll lnol s 
Mu~· !J 1Sunday)- :\1othf'r's Day 
May 15·16 fSatufdlJY und . Sundny1r;ru1Ju11ll1111 Tl11n111w1 111111 ( '11111. 

mcn.ccmc,n~ f,x ,·rl'lb<•b, .~tlflh A1111•rlt·1111 LJu11Clbl S~m lnun• Slou' 
I· ;d lb, S11Uth 1Juk111u . · · 
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Calendar for 1965 
May 21-22-Genera l Counci l Sessions. H eadquarte rs B u ilding . Fores t 

Park. Illinois. 
June 6-Pentccost Sunday 
June 13-(Sunclny) Ch ildren's Day. Offerings fo r the Chapel Build

ing Fund. 
June 20- Father's Dn~-. 
June 25-30-Elcventh Baptist World Congress. Miami Beach. 

F lorida. 
July li-23-Laymen's Family Conference Cor North American Bap

tist churches. Green Lake. Wisconsin. 
September 1-0penlng of Jllgh school a nd Theological Depart

me nts. Christian Training I nstitute. Edmonton. Alberta. 
September 6-0penlng classes or North American Bapllst Seminary. 

Sioux Falls. South Dakota. 
September 23-25-Denomlnatlonal Workshop Sessions at C. T.I .. Ed

monton. Albe rta. 
S~ptember 26-0ctobcr 3-"Chrls tlan Education Week" to be ob-

served by all churches. 
October 3-Worldwid e Commun ion Sunday. 
October 10 (Sunday)- Thanksglvlng Day in Canada. 
October 10 (Suncl:1y)- Harvest and M iss ion Festiv.al. GiCts ror the 

Mission and Ser vice Prog r am or the denomination. 
October 12- Reglstratlon Day Cor Bible School s tudents. Chr lsllnn 

T rai nin g Institute. Edmon ton. Alberta. 
October 14-Fall Con vocation a l Christian Training Institute. Ed-

monton. Alberta . 
October 17-Laymen·s Sunday. 
October 31-Reformatlon Sunday. 
Novembt>r !-Baptist Women's Day o r Praycr. 
No\'ember 7 (Sunday)-Communlon Offeri n g to be received for the 

elderly a nd r etired ministers of the denomination. 
November 14- Publlcatlon Sunday. 
NCJ\·ember 21-28-Thanksglvlng and Sac~lfice Week. OHer ings for 

the d enomi nation 's Mission a nd Service Progr am. 
No"ember 25-Thanksgl\•lng Doy In the United States. 
DPrP111hP r 12 lJnl v r 1·qn l I U hlt' !4111u1nv 
Ju:.r·,:. rr t b f"> I } :'} I S.u1111r t 1t \." J I 1!1 l q l11Hl ff 1 J1n · 
f)e 11·111IH• r ;11 fl 1 l•ln y 1 Wnlth N I Hhl flPt \h:Ps In Norlh J\111C"rlcan 

H.ipUs t C"'hu rt'ht•s 

SPECIAL DATES 

Au~u~t 29-Septemhe r 4, 1966- Second CBY F Youth Congress. Estes 
l'url<. C'olo111cl11 

,July 10-16, I!l67 :l:ith Gcncrnl Conference s essions or North Amerl
cun lJapllst C'hun·ht•s In Detroit. Mlchlgun. 
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"Beh old, the birds of the air: your h e a venly Father feedeth 
them . Are y e not much b etter than they?" (Matt. 6:26) 

Luoma Photo. 

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION .. 
I won't look back-God knows the fruitless efforts, 

The wasted hou~·s, t he s inning, the regrets; 
I leave them a ll with him who blots the record 

And mercifully forgh"es- a nd then forgets. ' 

I won't look forward, God sees all the future-
The r o<1;d tha t , short or long, will lead m e home: 

A nd he w ill fa_ce with m e its every trial, 
And bear with me t he burdens that may come. 

But I'll look up in to t he face of Jesus 
For ther~ 1'.IY heart can rest, my fe~ are stilled, 

And t here 1s JOY a nd love an d Ug ht for darkness 
A nd perfect peace, a nd every hope fulfilled. ' 

- Annie J ohnson F lin t. 

GREAT FAITH 
Small F aith says, "It can't be don e, 

'T would tal<e a m ir acle!" 
But Great Faith a nswers with a shout, 

"The Lord is wonderfu l! 
He 10\·es to do the difficult, 

And roll those hills away. 
His greates t joy is answering 

H is children when they pray." 

So . . . when your Sma ll Faith hesita t es 
Before some fast-c losed door, 

Hear Great Faith boldly challenging, 
"God could do this ! 
God would do this! 
GOD WILL DO THIS . . . a nd more!" 

- H ermon D. Pettit 
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- Photo by A. Devaney. Inc .. N.Y. 

BEHOLD, THIS DREAMER! 
Everything in the picture describes this youth

fu l dreamer- the ship's model, the globe and maps 
of the world, and the eyes of the boy. He is dream
ing about things he wants to do and places he would 
like to visit and the wonders he hopes to see. He 
is a modern Joseph, of whom his brothers said with 
ridicule and slander: "Behold, this dreamer com
eth!" (Genesis 37 :19) . But the prophet Joel re
joiced that the time will come "when your old men 
shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see 
visions." 

Such dreamers open the windows upon tomor
row and give us faith that "the best is yet to be." 
They show us what can be accomplished if we only 
plan well ·with God, the Master Builder. With these 
visions they are laying the foundations of new and 
greater things. With God they believe that nothing 
will be impossible. Of such stuff dreams are made! 

"Dreamer of dreams, we take the taunt with gladness, 
Knowing that God beyond the years we see 
Hath wrought t he dreams that count with men for madness 
Into the fabr ic of the world to be." 

- Ascribed to F. W. H. Myers 

As we look into the eyes of this dreamer in the 
picture, we take hope that young people are in the 
saddle. Their plans that will crystallize in their 
dr eaming and their decisions, that will be shaped 
by these visions, will lead all of us into new and 
gr eat er days. E ven Joseph, "the dreamer," did not 
know all that would come t o pass but his face was 
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set hopefully and confidently toward the future, 
believing that with God a ll things were possible. 

Thank God for such youthful dreamers among us 
in whose hands the reins of leadership will be held. 
They are the young missionaries, the new pastors 
coming from our educational institutions, the mem
bers of God's Volunteers teams, the newly elected 
officers of your church, the Scripture Memorizers 
in our Sunday schools, and many others whose eyes 
are aglow with joy at the things they want to do 
and believe they can do with Christ their Master. 

This is the very essence of our Christian faith. 
Every step we take is a step of faith that God will 
guide us and strengthen us for the task. We plan 
for greater things ahead, because we have dreamed 
about these possibilities and we believe that these 
visions have been God-inspired. 

Behold these dreams of our North American 
Baptist General Conference in 1965 ! Our leaders 
have envisioned our Missionary and Service Pro
gram for our denomination totaling $1,000,000 or 
more. This would be the first time in our history 
that >ve have reached such a goal. Can it be done? 
Is it possible? There are some who scoff at this and 
others who are timid. But there are dedicated 
dreamers in our leadership who believe that this 
will come to pass and "greater works than these 
shall ye do" (John 14 :12). 

The dream of our new mission field in South 
America is becoming brighter and clearer. It began 
like a v ision of a cloud, no smaller than a man's 
hand in the sky, but it has now become a picture of 
people near at hand with special needs, calling with 
a Macedonian cry for help, that confronts us sharp
ly. For several years we have dreamed of a total 
North American Baptist mission staff of 100. 

Another great missionary project for this year 
which has been envisioned by the women of the 
Woman's Missionary Union is "Meals for Mis
sions." It w ill require the faithfulness of every 
woman in our churches putting the money aside 
into a bank as she foregoes at least one meal a 
week, but this is a splendid dream of what dedicat
ed women can do for Christ and the mission field 
through personal sacrifice. 

Behold, these many other dreams! You will J;>e 
reading about them throughout .the year. They WJll 
give our North American Baptist General Confer
ence a new look and a more heavenly outlook. Our 
Seminary and Christian Training Institute a r e 
dreaming of greater things in buildings, teaching 
staff and educational facili ties. This Higher Educa
tion Emphasis in 1965 is really such an educational 
dream of more effective training in the program 
of young lives for greater service for Christ and 
for mankind. 

"Baptist Men" has such dreams about their pro
gram. New Church Extension fields ca~l o~t.for .our 
consideration. We need to translate t lus v1s10n mto 
action. The new denominational Devotional Quar
tel'ly wi ll be launched in 1965. Such are the dreams 
-and many more- t hat give us confidence in the 
greatness of our Goel and jo~ in .the ministry and 
witness of our beloved denommabon. These are the 
dreams that will make our future glorious with 
Christ! 
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The historic meeting p lace in Lycoming County, Pennsylvania in which Anton Konrad Fleischmann preached to G erman 
congregations (1840-2) b e fore going to Philade lphia. 

A Picture Album of Our Denomination 
"They that were scattered abroad went every

where preaching the word." So it is written in the 
Book of Acts. (Acts 8 :4) . So it has ever been. As 
in J erusalem, so in Germany, the persecution came 
from the established chmch. Rev. William Edward 
Grimm is a noted example of those who were 
hounded by the police for their faith and preaching 
activity. 

Young Anton Konrad Fleischmann is crossing 
Lake Geneva in Switzerland. A young Christian at 
the sail talks to him and gives him a tract. Fleisch
mann gives his heart to God and is ready to follow 
Christ even in baptism, though the "Separatist" 
church in Switzerland does not require it. Through 
hi s study of the Bible, he is convinced that the Lord 

January 1965 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 
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demands just that. George Mueller of Bristol, Eng
land, plants in him the idea of crossing the Atlantic 
Ocean to preach the Gospel to the God-forgetting 
Germans over there who are spiritually neglected. 

To find a denser German population, Fleisch
mann went from Newark, N. J., to the hill country 
of Lycoming County, P ennsylvania, where the Bap
tist State Convention of Pennsylvania supported 
him with $20.00 per month. H e r eserved the priv
ilege of r ej ecting that support at any time if he felt 
himself hampered in his freedom of conscience. A 
great r evival resulted in the conversion and bap
tism of 200 persons in Fairfield, Hepburn and An
thony townships. So turn the pages of this album, 
and thank God as you read ! 

February 1965 
SUN MON TUES WED TH UR FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 
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GLORIOUS BLESSINGS AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCES 
The 9th Gen eral Confe rence in 1889 was held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This is on e of th e firs t a nd old est G eneral Con

fe rence photographs . 

The 9th General Conference held in Milwaukee, 
Wis., in 1889 was engrossed in plans for t he ob
servance of the Golden Jubilee three years later . 
A Jubilee volume and a hundred t housand dollar 
J ubilee offer ing were br ought forth. Albert J . Ra
maker was elected in his home city to become di
r ector of what at that time constituted t he German 
American Academy. The seminary course was en
larged, together with the academy, to embrace six 
year s. Dr. August Rauschenbusch had ret ir ed. The 
complet ion of a new publication building was re
ported. 

The t r iennial meet ings of the General Confer 
ence have been great family r eunions. This fellow
ship is pr obably one of the strong motives which 

March 1965 
SUN MO N T UES W ED THUR FRI S AT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 
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constrains the hundreds of delegates and visitors to 
spend t ime and money to attend the sessions. Gen
erally, t he pastors ar e well known personally or 
1.hr ough repor ts in our p ublications. F riendships 
are formed and r enewed through the years. 

The remarkable thing is t hat under God we 
have succeeded to "keep the unity of t he spir it in 
the bond of peace." We come back to the thesis 
that the Church of God is t he foundation stone of 
t ruth and t hat the Church is found in t he churches. 
In all t he questions t hat arose calling for the ex
pression of differences of conviction and opinion, 
t he churches seemed to arr ive at the point of clari
fica tion and common acceptance. Had not t he Lord 
promised t hat t he Holy Spirit would guide into all 
the t r uth ? The apost les claimed that g uidance and 
submitted to it. They made the significant a sser 
tion, "It seemed good to t he Holy Spirit and us." 

I N GOD'S H AND 

Mos t of t he h istorical descriptions under t he pic
tures (pages 5 to 12) have been taken from Dr. 0. E . 
K rueger's book, "In God's Hand," except when o ther
wise noted. T his fi ne, color ful account of our Nor th 
Amer ican Baptist his tory is still available at $1.00 
per copy from t he Roger Willia ms Press, Forest 
P a rk, Illinois. 
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BAPTIST CHURCHES ON THE OPEN PRAIRIE 
The Johan nesthal Baptist Church n ear Ashley, N. Dak., on the afternoon of the Jubilee program, June 2L 1958, with the open 

doors of the church facing the prairie where the Dakota Conference ten t stood in 1909. 

Dakota Territory, a "land of infinite variety" 
and "bountiful" opportunities and offerings, was 
once inhabited by roving bands of Dakota Indians, 
now called t he Sioux. These Indians did not easily 
give way to the onward mar ch of t he whites. But 
mission minded men and women overcame them in 
the name and the love of the Lord in many inst anc
es, even though much blood was shed on both sides 
by the rash elements. 

Not only wer e they forced to face these hard
ships but also forced to resort to buffalo, deer, 
and prairie chicken and often the lowly j ackrabbit 
to keep themselves alive. So they sought to eke out 
a better living from a land that was often r eluctant 
to yield its bounties. 

It was found to be a land of rolling prairies, of 
beautiful valleys and stretches of plains, and of 
rncky soil, t he land also of the Badlands and the 
Black Hills. This was a land where t he vagaries of 
the weather often created great hardships through 
changes of burning heat and searing drought to 
abundant rainfall and many a hailstorm, scattering 
ruin f ar and wide, where destructive frosts wiped 
out crops in the summer and death dealing bliz
zar ds blasted t heir way through t he countryside in 
winter, leaving death and destruction in t heir 
wake. Plagues of grasshoppers and rust added to 
t he problems facting t hem, so t hat many despaired 
and moved on. 

Many stayed on. In t he conquest of t he land and 
the battle against the elements, they found them
selves by the grace of God also winning the battle 
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of the soul. Thus there developed men and women 
of great spiritual stature. For the soul of man was 
often as unyielding as the sod and stone of the 
prairies. It needed to be plowed and broken, har
rowed and seeded, then protected against t he va
garies of the natural man in order to be productive. 

But there was the remnant-a people dedicated 
to God and his cause, willing to pay the price of 
ser ving him against all odds, even if they had to 
stand alone and unassisted. T hey were willing to 
give place unto God, wor shipping, serving, making 
great sacr ifices of time, talent and substance. At 
first they met together to ·worship God in their 
humble homes. T hen as time went on and others 
wern won for the Lor d, they banded themselves 
together to build churches, chapels and inspiring 
temples unto the Lord, their God. 

-Rev. A. R. Weisser, "Pioneers in God's Land." 

April 1965 
SUN MON TUES W ED THUR FRI SAT 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
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25 26 27 28 29 30 
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PROF. ALBERT RAMAKER PROF. AUGUST RAUSCHENBUSCH PROF. JACOB S. GUBELMANN 

"THERE WERE GIANTS IN THOSE DAYS" 
The Story of the Early Pioneers, Distinguished Teachers and Dedicated Pastors 

If you could read the story of August Rauschen
busch, you would be convinced that no better pre
pared man for this particular task could have been 
fou nd anywher e. When a young man saw Rau
schenbusch pass by on the street, he said to a lad, 
"T her e goes the most learned man in Rochester." 
But he had more than technical learning. He had 
come through the teriffic storm of unbelief to a 
fi rmly founded faith. He t aught everything from 
or thography to t heology. 

During the 32 year s of August Rauschenbusch's 
ministry at the seminary, 179 men came under his 
influence and training. All but 13 of these r e
mained in the ministry until called to their r eward. 
The unity of our denomination in its formative 
years was lar gely due to this man of God. Dr. Rob
inson paid him this tribute: "The thirt y-two years 
of his service (1858-1890) furnish one of the most 
inter esting chapters in the hi story of American 
Baptists.' ' 

J esus wanted his men to copy his meekness and 
iowliness of heart . For thirty-one years (1883-

May 1965 
S UN MON TU ES WED TH UR FRI S AT 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31 
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1914) Jacob S. Gubelmann stood before his classes 
at the seminary as an embodiment of that very 
spirit of Jes us. He had so much kindness of heart 
that he didn't have the heart to flunk any student. 
Nearly every examination paper came back with 
a "Very Good" written across the top. The students 
all loved him. Nevertheless, they took advantage of 
his leniency. The example of his loving kindness 
and his calmness of faith may have meant more 
t han the t heological definitions. 

"Ramaker got more work out of me than did 
any other professor." Albert J. Ramaker came to 
the seminary in 1889 and served until 1935. He 
fonctioned as principal of the preparatory depart
ment and later as dean of the seminary, while we 
were still a department of the Rochester Theologi
cal Seminary. He achieved a high rank as scholar, 
teacher and business admin istrator. He did make 
the students work! 

Other s have followed in th eir training at our 
Seminary! 

June 1965 
SUN MON TUES WED T HUR FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 
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One of our early Bible colporteurs in his horse drawn colportage wagon. The wagon of the Publication Society was a memorial 
lo J. 0. Fleischhauer. 

F leischmann wielded t he pen for a decade as the 
editor of the four-page "Messenger of the Gospel" 
(Der Sendbote des Evangeliums ) . Newspaper s ize, 
it appeared at first only once a month. Only nine 
other German r eligious newspaper s wer e published 
a t that t ime in a ll the land. The columns carried 
much valuable material. All sorts of problems of in
di viduals and churches came up for open discus
sion. The editor carried the fi nancial risk very 
largely himself . Subscri bers wer e delinquent in 
making payments. Pastor a l dut ies wer e exacting. 
Fleischmann asked to be r eleased from his task. 

''N eck-ccirriers !" That is t he actual meaning of 
the word, colporteurs. These men carried a pack 
of books and t racts suspended from neck and shoul
der . The urge to spread the Gospel compelled t hem 
to engage in t his strenuous work. Many of t hem 
conduct ed meetings in new ar eas, won souls for 
Chr ist and started churches. The Publication So
ciety sponsored their work. 

July 1965 
SUN MON TUES WE D THUR FR I SA T 
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Rev. Julius C. Haselhuhn, a dynamo of energy, 
followed the calm sur e-footed Philip Bickel in the 
editoria l chair in 1878, which he occupied for four
teen year s. Every one of these men of God is wor
thy of an extended biography. We can get only a 
glimpse of their lives which they spent in mould
ing t he future of the cause which they loved. 
Vlarned not to overdo, Haselhuhn said, "I would 
rather wear out than rust out." And wear out, he 
d id ! 

Much has depended upon the business managers 
in our publication work. We might compar e them 
with armour bearers. They served long and faith
fully; so t he list is short. We r emember these in 
person or by name : H. Schulte, Pet er Ritter, C. P . 
Bickel, Henry Donner, E. J . Baumgartner. The 
longest term of management is credited to Henr y 
P . Donner who, like his father, gave very t angible 
evidence that God meant mor e t han gold during 
the year s of his service from 1912 to 1945. 

August 1965 
SUN MON TUES WED TH UR FRI SA'T 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 
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Rev. and Mrs . Jacob Kratt on their wedding day. They went to Portland. 
Oregon where Mr. Kratt was pastor of the First German Baptist 

Church (Trinity Baptist) for 40 years (his only pastorate). 

We thank God for our faithful pastors over the 
year s. Usually we take it for granted that our for
eign missionaries ar e heroes. They are entitled to 
have their praises sung. But that is no reason for 
Jetting the home missionary go unsung to his grave. 
Someone has described his necessary qualifications 
this way : "The pioneer pastor of the Dakotas and 
Western Canada must be a man who can ride like a 
cowboy, pray like a saint, preach like an apostle 
and be satisfied with food and raiment as simple 

September 1965 
SUN MON TUES WED TH UR FR I SAT 

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 
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The five sons born to Re v. and Mrs. Jacob Kratt of Portland, Oregon. 
Another child was adde d to the family later-their firs t a nd only 

daughter, Clara, who is now Mrs. Paul Gebauer. 

as that of a monk." It may not be as bad as that 
today. 

Of the Canad ian pioneer , F. A . Mueller, it was 
said that he had to be a pastor, lawyer, justice of 
the peace, land agent, carpenter, cattle buyer and 
everything else-and for hi s reward he got the 
blame for everything that went wrong! Ever y 
missionary pas tor desires to see his church become 
~elf-supporting. Many strong churches of today 
would have died in their infancy but for missionary 
aid granted by the General Missionary Committee. 

We were missionary-minded from the very be
ginning. That didn't mean only J erusalem, Judea 
and Samaria. We were so occupied with the work 
at home that we did not have a foreign missionary 
society of our O\.vn. We gave men and money tooth
e1· societies. The first r ecord of money ($6.00) 
given for foreign missions was sent to Boston for 
B urma in 1855. The Carey Mission Society in the 
Seminar y made a systematic sturly of missions and 
inspired many of our students. Other young people 
from our churches went out under faith miss ions or 
other boards. Our interest, prayer s and money have 
followed these devoted servants of God. 
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THE FIRST SEMINARY QUARTET IN 1895. 

T he North American Bapt ist Seminar y has 
ser ved its age and generation well. While t o a cer
tain extent it can be said that the Seminary is the 
pr oduct of t he churches, it is t rue even to a greater 
degree that the denomination is the product of the 
Seminary. No other factor played such an import
ant part in the life and development of the denom
ination as the Seminar y. It gave t he denomination 
its great leaders, its preachers, pastors, editor s, ad
ministrators, and teachers. Its graduates ar e to be 
found everywhere. They determined to a large ex
tent t he spiritual life of the denomination. From its 
c.:arliest days to the present t ime the Seminary has 
emphasized a predominantly evangelical type of r e
ligion. 

It has preser ved the unity of the denomination 
in those year s when conflicting ideas on the nature 
of t he Kingdom threatened dissension and disrup
tion. It proved a rallying point for the various 

November 1965 
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THE ROCHESTER SEMINARY QUARTET IN 1934. 

schools of thought and provided an under standing 
on controversial issues which saved us from dis
integration and defeat. It gave to t he students a 
sound theology, combined with scient if ic knowledge 
and a broad culture, which t hey in turn imparted to 
the churches. Its influence has spread far beyond 
the bounds of our own denomination. 

Hardships and pr ivations have often been the 
lot of many of t hese seminary graduates. Loneli
ness and separat ion were terrible r ealities. But 
they did their work well, and through the years 
built t he strncture of our present denominat ion and 
institutions. They labored faithfully and often un
der extreme difficulties. Other s have enter ed into 
their labors, often r eaping where these have sown. 
"The names of many of t hese heroic worker s may 
have faded from t he ·memor y, but who will say 
t hat ther e is not a book of r emembrance where 
t heir services are r ecorded?" (A. J. Ramaker. ) 

October 1965 
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~--..... ! .. lllllQlllllllll ' ... ~iilllllll 
LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING 

God so loved the world ... • We ought lo loue on e ano lhcJ". .. 
I t(.llt '- • 

THE 1952 GENERAL CONFERENCE IN PHILADELPHIA. PA. 
Re v. A. Husmann conducts the General Confe ren ce Mass Choir in the Baptist Temple of Ph iladelphia at the festive Sunday 

a fte rnoon s ervice. 

The founding father s of our denominational 
group were men who possessed the courage of im
migrants. Many of them were like Abraham who 
under God's direction left his father's house in 
Mesopotamia, not knowi ng where he was to settle. 
lt requires courage and a daring spiri t for anyone 
to leave an established home with a livelihood, how
ever modest that may be, for the uncertain ties of 
life in a new world. Only r ugged personalities, like 
our fathers, were equal to such an adventu re. 

Many of our father s, before leaving their na tive 
land, had made that vital experience of salvation 
t hrough J esus Christ . With but very few excep
t ions, t hey a ll belonged to that social stratum of 
society, usually spoken of as "the common people." 
The same can be sa id of them as was written by the 

December 1965 
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Apostle Paul of the Church of Christ in genera l: 
"That not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called : . . . t hat no 
flesh sho uld glor y in his presence." 

Even though our father s might not have r e
ceived a very high rating according to wor ldly 
standards, the Lord himself had endowed them 
with personali t ies, tempera ments and ta lents, en
abli ng them to lay t he fo undations of a n endul"ing 
en terprise. The Chr ist ian convictions of some had 
been tested a nd st rengthened in fi r es of persecu
t ion. Like all pioneers, they had r eceived Spirit
given visions and dreams of a people to be gathered 
into Christ 's churches not then in existence. They 
had the indomi table fa ith that could r emove moun
ta ins fro m their road to pl'Ogress. 

As we cont inue our way in t he new century to 
can y out the Great Commission, our Lord not only 
sends us on our way with his blessing, but he, who 
has r eceived all power and author ity in heaven and 
on earth, accompanies us ever y step of the way ac
cord ing to his pl'Omise : "And lo, I am with you al
way, even unto the end of the world." Jn ever y de
pa rtment of our denominationa l life, he has, during 
" the glorious years," done " exceeding abundantly 
nbove all that we ask or think according to his pow
er that worketh in us ." For ever y grace bestowed 
in the past and for all the a nticipated blessings of 
the future, we say in deep adoration : "Now unto 
him be glory." - Dr. William K uhn 
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Philipp W. Bickel, 
God's Trailblazer 

on Two Continents 
The a mazing saga of one of our great pioneers who 
established his own publishing house and edited 
some of our first publications, whose home in Cin
cinnati Ohio became a refuge for runaway slaves in 
the U~der-Ground Railroad during the Civil War, 
whose organizing genius made him an influential 
leader a t the 1st General Confer ence in 1865, and 
who then went to Germany to become business man
ager of the Baptist Publication House at Kassel, a 
leader in the organizing of the Baptist Union of 
Germany, and a spiritual inspiration to many 
through his dynamic preaching and prolific writings . 

By Rev. B. C. Schreiber, Promotional Assistant 
PHILIPP W. BICKEL 

at the h e ight of his career as m iniste r. author. e ditor and 
Publication S ociety s upe rintendent. 

(JERMAN BAPTI ST pioneer, 
organizer, piiblisher, preacher , poet, de
bater, evangelist, atLthor, and Civ il W ar 
soldier and abolitionist. This is the 
1>tory of Philipp Bickel. 

The worship ser vice has begun. Slow
ly a nd sedately the congregation rises 
as the organis t begins t he int roduction 
to Lhe first hymn. Written in three
quarter modera te time, its majestic 
r hythm mts t he hearts and spirits or 
the worshipers for a few moments and 
then gradua lly t he spiritual blood pres
sure or th~ congregation returns to 
normal as the last stanza is still be ing 
sung: 

"Faith of our fa thers! we wi ll 10\·e 
Both friend and foe in al l our strife, 

And preach thee, too, as love knows 
how 

By kind ly words and virtuous life: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith ! 

We wi ll be true to thee till death." 

LIFE ON THE FARM 
As the story of P hilipp Bickel's life 

unfolds, perhaps some of the spir itual 
drama of this man of God will remain 
with you when you s ing "Faith of our 
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Fathers." 
Like many other great men, young 

P hilipp's life had a humble beginning. 
He was born on September 29, 1829 in 
Weinheim, Germany. His father was a 
small la nd owner who was determined 
that his son follow in his footsteps. H e 
was a rugged individua list w ho pre
ferred a few acres of la nd, on w hich he 
could exercise his freedom , rather than 
be subservient to authority. 

The mother, howeve1-, was jus t as 
de termined, in a more patient way, 
that her son should have a n education 
and become a minister of the Reformed 
Church like her fa ther, or at least a 

AUTHOR OF Hl'l\INS 

P hilipp W. Bickel wrote the orig i
nal German words for two favorite 
songs which appear in translations 
in the NORTH AMERICAN HYM
NAL. They are: 

LET OUR HEART BE EVER 
HAPPY (No. 418)- '·Lasst die Her
zen immer froehlich." 

FATHER, TAl<E l\ll' HEART, 
INCLINE IT. (No. 2821 Communion 
Hvmn. 

Notary Public. Philipp also showed 
some a bility as a poet and she hoped 
that he would be g iven the opportunity 
of cultivating this talent. Because he 
was physically delicate and frail she 
tried to co11\"ince her husband that he 
lacked t he robustness of a future farm
er. None of her arguments seemed to 
prevail for t he fa ther remained ada
mant in h is determination to make a 
farmer out of his son. 

A PROVIDENTIAL ACCIDENT 
The next a u tumn P h ilipp's destiny 

was accidentally, or rather providen
tially settled. While helping his father 
with the harvest, he drove a wagon 
load of sheaves toward t he barn w hen 
one of the wheels hit a low spot in the 
street. Philipp was taken by surprise. 
los t his balance a nd fell between the 
horses on the hard pavement beneath. 
Bleeding profusely through mouth and 
nose. he was carried carefully to the 
house, put to bed, and tenderly nursed 
by his mother. 

The father was unable to express 
any sympathy for his son. Feeling re
bellious because Philipp could not han
d le the horses and wagon, he realized 
that a decision affecting his son's fu-
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SEMINARY STUDENT 
Philipp W. Bickel as a student a t Ro-

chester, N. Y .. from 1851-1855. 

ture must be made. During his conva
lescence he grudgingly consented to let 
Philipp go to school. A noticeable re
minder of the accident was a crooked 
nose which P hilipp carried with him 
for t he rest of his life. 

11\IMIGRAN·rs IN 1849 
As soon as he was able, Philipp en

rolled in the Bendersche Institute, a 
d istinguished school notable for the 
fact t hat many of Germany's nobility 
at tended, and there he ma jored in 
languages and law. 

After graduation he was employed 
by an elderly lawyer as a clerk in h is 
law office. He was a kindly old gentle
man, a nominal Catholic, who took part 
in some of the church activities be-

cause, as he expressed himself, "It's all 
part of the business." 

Perhaps because he had to bend his 
stubborn will to the wishes of his \vife 
and son, a nd partly because of a so
cial upheaval, father Bickel lost in
terest in the farm and emigrated to 
America with his family in 1849. Here 
again we can see how a stubborn will 
and circumstances can be part of God's 
providential plan. He moved his family 
four times before he finally settled 
clown-New York City, Evans ton and 
Waukegan, Illinois and Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Young Philipp's greatest handicap in 
the new world was his limited knowl
edge of the English language. Realizing 
that he had to begin at t he bottom, he 
found some work with a farmer who 
was interested in having his children 
learn French, a language in which 
Philipp was very fluent. With an Eng
lish-German dictionary constantly in 
his pocket, it did not take long before 
he mastered t he language sufficiently 
to enable him to look for more suitable 
work. In a publishing establishment he 
learned typsetting and later tried re
porting. 

Still a little unsure of h imself, he 
found some employment in Waukegan 
in a trading pos t. T he owner's wife was 
a sincere Baptist Christian who was 
deeply disturbed at the drinking habits 
of some of the employees. Philipp felt 
very troubled because those who did 
the drinking were members of his 
church, while the Baptists and Method
ists never touched in toxicating bev
erages. 

ACCEPTANCE OF CHR IST 
Philipp had the reputation of being a 

fiery debater. A Methodist minister oc
casionally visited t he trading pos t a nd 
.:ngaged h im in religious arguments 
in which Philipp, more often than not, 
was the victor. If the minister had 
given a personal testimony, it would 

One Word Can Change Your Life 
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By Robert W. Olewiler 

EXCHANGE. When J esus said, "Give and it shall be given 
unto you," he proclaimed a fact which is written into the 

universe. Try it out and see. 
Do you want to be given love? Then you must love. Do you 

want to receive a fair hearing? Then you must extend to others 
a fair hearing. Do you want to be understood? Then you must 
understand. Do you hope that some of your friends will not 
be overly sensitive? Then you must not be overly sensitive. If 
they so often avoid you, chances are you are avoiding them. 
What you want to be given, you must give to others. God or
dained it and ChriSt proclaimed it. 

You can always determine whether you're really living at 
your best or not in this divine exchange, the word that can 
change your life. 

have helped the young m an's hungry 
and seeking soul. But such was not the 
case. 

Nevertheless Philip often thought 
about his sinful condition. A dream 
concerning his salvation disturbed him 
very much. Confiding to the wife of 
his employer, she was able to explain 
the way of salvation to him more clear
ly and he was finally led to accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior . 

The Methodist minister came again , 
ready for a debate, but he was sur
prised at P hilipp's change of heart. 
Rea lizing that he was now a professing 
Christian, he quickly laid his hands on 
h im and set h im apart for the ministry. 
Philipp became angry. T his was going 
too far! H e was satisfied with his work 
and had no '.vish for anything else, 
least of all being a poor preacher of a 
free church. 

GO D'S P L AN F OJ{, Hll\'.l 
In his confusion of mind and spirit 

he came in contact with Justin Smith, 
editor of the Baptist Standard in Chi
cago. He made P hilipp aware of t he 

THE YOUNG BRIDE 
Catha rine E. N. Clarke of Rochester. 
N. Y., when she became the bride of 

Philipp W. Bickel in 1855. 

many German immigrants who were in 
need of spiritual help a nd guidance and 
suggested tha t he try to do something 
for them. The idea appealed to Philipp 
and he was ready to look for a col
porteur a nd offered to pay his entire 
expenses. This would be his mission 
project. But Justin Smith's answer 
took him by surprise. 

"No, no, Philipp. God does not want 
your money. He wants you! He wants 
volunteers! H e wants m en!" 

Phil ipp could not h elp but surrender 
fully to God. Suddenly the Lord's plan 
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for his li fe became clear to him. H e 
los t no lime in asking for membership 
in the local Baptis t c hurch and was 
baptized within a few days by Pas tor 
Cogshal l in La ke M ichigan. The church 
r ecognized his talents and recommend
ed that he prepare himself for the min
is try. 

Be fore his convers ion he had a lready 
m ade a rr angements to take over the 
editorship of a German daily in Louis
ville, K entucky. But this newspaper 
g lory soon faded when, on t he appear
a nce of an editorial against slavery, 
the proprie tor e ntered his office with a 
drawn revolver . T he courageous youth 
forced t he weapon out of his hand and 
res igned his position. 

SE!\UNARY STUDENT IN 
ROCHESTER 

The way was now opened to his con
templa tecl preparation for t he ministry. 
Together w ith Gubelmann, Haselhuhn 
a nd Bodenbender, he was one of our 
first theological students in Rochester 
before t he advent of Augus t Rauschen
busch. At t his time there were but 
eigh t German Baptist churches with a 
combined m embership of about 400. 

Four experiences during Philipp's 
semina ry clays a re worth recording. 
Ma ny of the Swabian a nd Hessian stu
dents spoke only in their provincial 
German dialect w hich was difficult to 
understand. Since Philipp had more ad
vanced education, he was chosen to in
struct these studen ts a nd teach them 
the more classical German. 

His most noteworthy contribution 
became evident a s a result of his poetic 
a bility. Children flocked to Uncle 
Bickel's Sunday School class because of 
the joyful songs he composed for them. 
Most of these were later published in 
the well-known "Singvoegelein." P ro
fessor F. W. Meyer, for many years a 
teacher in our Seminary, was a m em
ber of t hat class and he knew practic
ally a ll fifty or s ixty by hea1·t. Some
t hing is usually lost in a translation, 
but Rev. Paul Wengel has given us an 
example of one of h is songs on page 
418 in our North American Hymna l. 
Our older German spea king friends will 
recognize it as "Las t die Herzen Im
mer Froehlich." 

It was during t his time t hat Philipp 
met J. G. Oncken, who la ter played a n 
impor tant role in his li fe. The great 
German Bap tist pioneer was in Am er
ica seeking funds for his work a nd 
m ade a specia l trip to Rochester, New 
York to meet the Germa n students. 

PHILIPP l\IEETS l\ITTIE 
In order to provide for his living ex

penses, P hilipp began teach ing French. 
Among his s t udent s was a n attractive 
young school t eacher, a pastor's 
da ughter a nd a direct descenda nt of 
the Pilg1·im fathers. Kather ine Clar ke 
did not a lways have her mind on 
French syntax. T he ir fr ie ndship ripened 
in to love. In F ebrua ry 1857 they wer e 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL HYMNAL, 
"DJE SINGVOEGELEIN" 

This popular songbook for children was 
edited, published and owned by Rev. 
Philipp W. Bickel. He continued to retain 
all ownership rights to the hymnal even 
after going to Germany. The songbook 
is still in use today in some Gennan-

speaking churches. 

m a r r ied, a nd although the German lan
guage was a life-long struggle for her, 
she shared t he work among the im
migrants with her husband >vith the 
greatest of joy and enthusiasm. 

At the close of his s tudies, the N inth 
Street Baptist Church of Cincinnati, 
Ohio called him as its miss ionary to 
work among the German speaking peo
ple. As a zealous a nd enthusiastic min-

is ter of t he Lord J esus Christ, he soon 
est a blished a flourishing church and 
several out-of-town stations. He ex
pe rienced intensive opposition and a 
great deal of persecution. At one time 
an attempt was made to poison him 
and his entire family. 

During a baptismal service one of 
his persecutors scoffed loudly and be
gan to throw s tones at him. Wit hout 
showing any s ign of fear Mr. Bickel 
walked directly toward him and spoke 
sharply and clearly to his s inful con
dition. Within a short time the man 
bega n to attend the services, was born 
again, b ecame a fervent Baptist wit
n ess a nd did n ot rest until his entire 
family was saved. They became his 
mos t loyal and arden t supporters. 

CIVIL WAR LOYALTIES 
A fter tlu·ee years t he Bickels' hap

pily married life was suddenly in ter
l'llpted by the Civil War. Since t hey 
l ived n ear the Ohio River, just across 
from t he Kentucky s lave sta te, their 
home was already well-known as a 
refuge for r una way s laves, a nd a s an 
a gency for the "Under-Ground R ail
r oad." Many of them were won to t he 
Lord. One N egro, out of gratitude, t ook 
upon himself t h e name "Bickel." An
other with rifle in hand appointed her 
self as personal bodyguard to Mrs. 
Bickel during the war years. Another 
followed the Bickels to Cleveland, Ohio 
when t hey moved some years later. In 
sp ite of dang-er to his life, Philipp often 
crossed the river into Kentucky and 
minis tered to the spiritual needs of t he 
slaves. 

T he church in Cincinnati did not 
look very favorably upon his friendship 
w it h t he Negroes and in order to dis
courage him t hey reduced his salary 
with t he hope tha t he \.vould be forced 
to terminate h is services. But h is con
cern for t he Negroes was even more 

BICKEL'S FIRST PUBLICATION VENTURE IN 1859 
This successful publica1ion, "The Bee on the Mission Field." was edited and man
aged as an independent venture by Philipp W. Bickel while he was a pastor in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. (This is 1he masthead of the publication). 
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MRS. PHILIPP BICKEL 
Known familiarly a s "Kittie," Mrs. Bickel 
shared her husband's work with the 
greatest joy and enthusiasm, assisted 
in the "Under-Ground Railroad" as a 
refuge for runaway slaves, and raised 
a family of eight children including 

Captain Luke Bickel. 

intensified. Although as a minister he 
would have been exempt from m ilitary 
ser vice, he felt that as an American 
citizen he must take a more active part 
in the war. He enlisted a nd fought side 
by side with Lew Wallace, author of 
t he famous book, "Ben Hur." His im
mediate superior was General William 
Cody, later known as Buffalo Bill. 
Philipp had a great a dmiration for 
President Lincoln. 

His beloved wife K ittie was just as 
fear less in time of danger. Escaped 

slaves and typhoid ridden prisoners re
ceived her tender, loving care. 

EDITOR AND .PUBLISHER 
After the war Philipp Bickel re

turned to his missionary work among 
the immigrants. He began to notice the 
large number of pamphlets, periodicals 
and books published by American Bap
tists and the lack of Christian reading 
material available for the immigrants. 
"Der Sendbote" was already being pub
lished but it was strictly an adult 
periodical. He thought in terms of the 
entire family. Two years later he began, 
in a very modest way, to publish "Die 
Biene auf elem Missionsfeld," and a 
little later "Der Muntere Saemann." 
His greatest success was his hymnal 
"Singvoegelein," which at the last esti
ma te in 1936, sold over 380,000 copies. 

All of these publications had to be 
paid for out of his own pocket. His fi
nances were so low at one time that 
Kittie sold her most prized possession, 
her pia no, in order to buy paper for 
"Der Muntere Saemann." At other 
t:mes t here was barely enough money -
for necessary groceries. But somehow 
God always seemed to provide. 

JOHN D. ROCICEFELLER 
It was at t his time that J ohn D. 

Rockefeller became interested in the 
work t hat Philipp Bickel was doing 
among the German Baptists. He began 
by providing a much needed suit for 
t his poor young mission pastor. In a 
number of vis its to the area, he had t ea 
w ith Mrs. Kittie Bickel a nd a lways 
slipped a generous bill under the plate 
before he left. When he was unable to 
ma ke a visit, he would write a letter 
and include a generous contribution. It 
prompted Phil ipp to say, "His letters 
are always very short but very valu
able." 

When Andrew H einrich, editor of 
"Der Sendbote, " died, Mr. Bickel was 
a ppointed to tak e h is place. He held 
this position for eleven years until he 
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God's Way 
I SOUGHT him in t he sti ll, fa r place where flowers blow 

In sun-bathed soil; . 
I found him where t he thousand life-streams flow 

Through sin a nd toil. 
I listened for his step within the s till , deep clois tered shrine 

of secret thought; 
I heard it o'e r the world's hear t t umult, still divine, 

The voice I sought. 
I though t, fa r off alone, to feel his pr esence by my side, 

H is joy to gain; 
I felt h is touch upon life's weary pulse beside 

A bed of pain. 
So t hose who seek the Master following their own way

Of gain, or loss-
Wi 11 find him where t heir dreams o[ se lf a re laid away, 

And there - a cross. 
- Au thor Not Known 
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returned to Germany in J878. During 
this time he increased the subscriptions 
from 2400 to 4500 a nd was instnune nt
al in rebuilding a substantial PubUca
tion House after t he small inadequate 
printing plant went up in flames. His 
editorials were thought provoking and 
often controvers ia l, and he experienced 
a ll the joys and sorrows which are t he 
usual lot of editors today. 

CONTROVERSY IN GERMANY 
Philipp Bickel was now 49 years old. 

Thirty years of his life had been spent 
in America. Eight children were born 
into his family, three of whom died in 
early childhood. The long hours and the 
intens ity with which he labored began 
to affect his health. An extended 
European trip was planned with the 

Mrs. Philipp Bickel with her grandson. 
Herbert Koch. during a family visit in 
Germany. Later Herbert became the 
pastor of the East Side Baptis t Church, 
Chicago, Illinois . His brother, Gerhard, is 
still a member of the Forest Park Baptist 

Church. 

hope that his s tren gth a nd health 
would be restored. Although Mr. Bickel 
was not ye t aware of it, the plan or 
God was revealed to him in a most 
marvelous a nd a mazing way. 

A theolog ical and organizational 
tempes t was brewing among th e Bap
tists in Germany. A strong leader was 
desperat ely needed. J. G. Oncken was 
an old m a n who Jived in the past a nd 
ha d no vis ion for the future. The Bap
tists were divided into two camps a nd 
prepared t heir s tandards for a general 
conference in Hamburg. 

Unin tentionally and pure 1 y by 
chance, Bickel came upon the scene at 
the time of the Hamburg-Altona con
troversy. The denomina tional head
quarters at H amburg led by Mr. Onck
en contended for a centralized church 
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government with a bishopr ic whose de
cisions on faith and order would be 
binding in the local church. 

T he A ltona group saw a gr ave dan
ger in such a n a u thority. They en
visioned a Scriptural church, independ
ent, self-de termined, and r espons ible 
only to t he Lord J esus Chris t in mat
ters of fa it h a nd nrac t ice. A number of 
preliminary resoiu t ions were formu
lated whereby the Altona group woul d 
be excluded from t he conference un
less t hey submitted to the demands uf 
Oncken and his fo llowers. 

P hilipp Bickel suddenly found him
self in the middle of t his explosive sit
ua tion. Because of his exper ience with 
Baptists in America, he was ask ed by 
bot h s ides for advice and counsel , and 
before he became aware of what was 
going on he fou nd himself serving 
as chairm an of t h is most important 
commission. His wide experience, h is 
profound wisdom, his patient Chris tia n 
attitude toward a ll the bre thren, to
ge ther w ith much prayer a nd faith in 
God, helped him to turn the tide in fa
vor of the self-governing individual a nd 
local Baptist ch urch. T he entire con fer
e nce fe lt t hat P hi lipp Bickel was a di
rect messenger from God who had been 
sen t to them for such a time as th is. 

LEADERSHIP I N GERMANY 
Soon a f ter his return to the Un ited 

States, he received a call to succeed 
Oncken and take over t he leadership 
and responsibilities of t he Baptis ts in 
Ger many. Arrangements were made 
whereby m ost of his salary and ex
penses would be paid by the America n 
Baptist Publication Society. It was a 
great challenge to P hilipp B ickel and 
he a ccepted. In 1878 he moved to Ham
burg, Ge rmany with h is wife a nd five 
chi ldren. From this t ime forth he was 
known as the leader of the second gen
eration of Baptists in Germa ny. 

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF REV. AND MRS. PHILIPP W. BICKEL 
In 1905 in G ermany the Bicke ls ce le bra te d the ir golden wedding a nniversary. 

Publicat ion and printing facili t ies 
were cramped a nd lim ited compared to 
Lhose in Clevela nd, Ohio. Bickel moved 
three times before he finally had room 
( 01· t he necessary ma terials and presses. 
But he saw great possibilities for wide 
dis tribution of Chris tian li terature. A 
denomina tional periodical was soon be
gun a nd he gave to it the title, "Wahr
heitszeuge." T his was followed by the 
Friedensbote," "Gruene Auen" a nd a 
Sunday school lesson leaflet. 

Mr. Oncken's Christian spirit was 

"THE CAPTAIN BICKEL" AT G REEN LAKE 

particula r ly eviden t du ring this time. 
The publication business was Oncken's 
priva te property, yet he offered it a ll 
to Bickel as a g ift . Philipp Bickel, how
ever, refused a nd suggested that he g ive 
it to the Baptist organization of Ger
many. T wo years later this was legally 
consummated with the condition that 
Bickel serve permanently as director 
a nd editor. The addition of a book
bindery m a de t he Publication Society a 
thriving, successful and blessed busi
ness. 

This launch on the waters of Green Lake. Wis., is name d after Captain Luke Washing1on Bickel. m1ss10n ary in the Inland 
Sea of Japan on his Gos pel ship, " Fukuin Maru.' ' Captain Bicke l was a s on of Rev. Philipp Bickel. p a stor in Cincinnati, Ohio 

w here Luke was born on Sept. 21, 1866. 
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With the publication of tracts, Bibles 
and books, particularly those of Spur
geon, a colportage ministry was in
augurated which had a far-reaching 
effect on the churches and on t he min
is try. At one time there were as many 
as fifty colporteurs under his direction, 
who traveled over Centra l Europe, 
preaching the Gospel and d istribut ing 
the printed word of God among t he 
people. Many of them met hostility, 
abuse and violence. When they r e
turned from time to t ime, Dr. Bickel's 
home was their mecca where t hey 
found sympa thy, counsel and help. 

HAMBURG THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 

As a result of the work of these men 
many persons were brought to a new 
life in Christ, and in many countries 
Ba ptist churches were establ ished, not 
cnly among German speaking peoples, 
but a mong those of other languages. 

Philipp Bickel is credited for the 
great part he took in training young 
men for the Christian ministry. Much 
of his time and effort were given to t he 
development a nd building of the Ham
burg Theological Seminary. Many stu
dents came from the ranks of the col
porteurs, who in turn prepared the 
ground for the evangelistic and pastor
al labors of the seminary gradua tes. 
The Seminary at Hamburg a nd the 
Publication House, which was later 
moved to Kassel, are the two most im
portant memorials of Bickel's 36 years 
or faith ful a nd fruitful labor on beha lf 
of the spiritual l ife of Germany. 

When t he weigh t of responsibility 
became too much for him, he called his 
oldest son, Karl, who was well estab
lished with the "Minneapolis Tribune" 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota to take over 
the ma nagerial work of the Publica
tion House. He held this position for 
fifteen years before he returned to 
Cleveland a nd managed the publica tion 
work which his father left many years 
ago. 

CAPTAIN LUKE BICKEL 

His most famous son was Captain 
Luke B ickel, who sailed the Inland Sea 
of J a pa n as ci missionary. His ship was 
chris tened Fukui n Maru , which in Jap
a nese means "the ship of the Good 
News." In his twenty years of mission
a ry service he establ ished mission sta
t ions, schools a nd churches on almost 
every is land, la rge or small, before 
his untimely death in Kobe where he 
lies bur:ed. 

A v is itor described the Bickel home 
as one having a genuine warm-hearted 
Chr is tia n atmosphere, where dwelt the 
peace of God. To be their gues t was 
better than to sit at the t able of kings. 
These wer e wonde rful sunset yea rs for 
them , having celebra ted their golden 
wedding a nniversary in 1907. Their 
son s a nd daughters had grown up and 
gone for t h to Jives of usefulness. The 
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THE GRAND OLD MAN 
Philipp Bickel of Kassel. Germany to
wards the close of his long fruitful life 
which left its blessing and influe nce 
upon Baptist churches in the United 

States and Germany. 

following year Mrs. Bickel was called 
away to her heavenly home, and on 
November 9, 1914, in his 86th year, Dr. 
Bickel passed on to h is reward, full of 
years and honors. Such was the li fe a nd 
work of a g reat man of God to whom 
we owe much of our Baptist heritage. 

It should give us a ll the more reason 
for s inging "Faith of our fathers, holy 
fa ith! We will be true to thee till 
death." 

NOTE: The author is indebted for 
some of the material, on which this 
a1 ticle is based, to Mr. Gerhard Koch, 

The Memorial Monument over the grave 
of Rev. and Mrs. Philipp Bickel in Kassel. 

Germany. 

a grandson of Philipp Bickel a nd active 
member of the F orest Park Baptist 
Church, Forest Park, Ill., a nd to Rev. 
John E. Grygo for his help in some of 
the translations from the German 
sources. 

MAXll\IS 

By Philipp W. Bickel 

• A s in does not necessarily have to be 
as strong and as s tout as a ship's rope. 
A s ilken thread is often e nough to k eep 
a weak m::in in fetters a nd prevent 
him from living a godly life. 
e Why do great men, who have filled 
positions of honor for m a ny years, sud
denly fa ll ? They are like a ship whose 
sma ll a nd ins ignificant leak was ig
nored. Because or one trickling leak 
the entire ship was sunk. 
• "My religion costs me practically 
nothing," said a church member. After 
a ll a person pays for a th ing according 
to the value he places upon it. 
e If your pastor preaches in such a 
way t hat you are inspired and edified 
then pray for him t hat h e might con
ti nue to help you. If his sermon on oc
casion ma y not inspire you then pray 
for him a ll the more because he is a lso 
in need of edification and inspiration. 

NOT GROWING OLD 

By John F. Roberts 
(Contributed by Rev. E. Bibelheimer, 

Tacoma, Washing ton.) 

T hey say that I am growing old; 
I've heard them tell it times untold 
In la nguage plain and bold: 
But I'm not growing old. 

Whnt if my eyesight's growing dim? 
I s till can see to follow him 
Who sacrificed his life for me 
Upon t he cross of Calvary. 

Wha t should I care if Time's old plow 
H as left the furrows on my brow? 
Another house no t made with hand 
Awaits me in the Glory La nd. 

What though I fa lter in my walk ? 
What though my tongue refuse to talk? 
I s ti ll ca n tread the "narrow way," 
I s till ca n watch, a nd praise, and pray. 

My hearing may not be as keen 
As in the past it may have been: 
Sti ll I c;in hear my Savior say 
In whispers soft : ·'This is the way!" 

The inwa rd man, the Scriptures say, 
Is g rowing stron~er every day; 
Then how can I be gro'vving o ld 
When sa fe with in my Savior's fold? 

Ere long my soul sha ll fly awa y 
And leave this tenement of clay. 
This robe of flesh I'll drop, a nd rise 
To seize the e tern a l pr ize. 
I'll meet you on the stree ts of gold 
And prove t hat I'm 

Not Growing Old! 
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IMPORTANT PRESUPPOSITIONS 
in the Study 

of the Old Testament 
With a revival of interest in the Old Testament and 

a change of attitude toward the reliability of the 

Hebrew text, the Old Testament must be seen as 

God 's revelation to man so that God may be able 

to . teach us through it and we may go with confi-

dence to bring God's message to the world! 

By Professor Donald H. Madvig 

of the North American Baptist Seminary, 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
PROF. DONALD H. MADVIG 

Professor of Old Testame nt at the North American Baptist 
Seminary 

THE FIELD OF OLD Tes ta
m ent s tudies has experienced a thor
ough revival of interest a nd activity in 
the past fifty years. H. H. Rowley, a n 
outstanding E nglish Old Testament 
schola r , in t he int roduction to the book, 
T he Old T estament in M odern Study, 
has writ ten, 

" I t is said t ha t aboi it a qiwrter of a 
centiiry ago a B r itish Orientalist con
fided to a friend t hat he intended to 

t iirn his attention in futiire to stitdies 
oiits icle the H ebrew and Old T estament 
field , since there was nothing m ore t o 
be done within that field. T he proble111$ 
of the Old Test ament had all been 
stitdied mul stable conclusions r eached, 
so t hat all t hat renw.ined for scholar s 
to do was t o go on r epeating w lwt had 
alr eady been sufficien tly said. While 
this was ne·ver strictly trii e, there 
seem ed a siibstantia.l m ea,snre of j1i sti.-

PRE-ENROLLED STUDENTS AT THE SEMINARY 
Left to right: Victor Guns t, Wayne Bibelhe imer and Douglas Woyke, a ll from the 

Faith Baptist Church, Minne apolis. Minnesota 
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jica.tion for it. When t he Society for 
O ld T estament Stud'.I} was fonned dw ·
in.g t he F'irst Wor ld W ar, t here was a 
br oad cig reement amongst the scholar s 
of t he world on a large nitm ber of 
questions concerning t his book." 

We have passed th rough a n era when 
very few were enlisting in t he s t udy of 
the Old Testam en t for t his very reason. 
There seemed to be no challenge for 
there was nothing left t o do. However, 
there has been a gr eat revolution. 

D E AD SEA SCROLLS 

R ow ley r oint s out that t here h as 
been a de fin ite cha nge in a t t it ude 
tow a rd the H ebrew t ex t of the Old 
Test am en t . A generation ago schola rs 
were very skept ic;:il a bout t he relia bil
i ty of the t ext. It was gener a !Jy felt 
t ha t t he text a s we possess i t had ex
perienced ma nifold corruptions in the 
process of tra nsm ission so t ha t t he 
m a in task of t he exposit or was to re
s tor e the or igina l r eading t hrough con
jectur al emendations. 

Two g reat discoveries-the Ugaritic 
materials a nd t he Dead Sea Scrolls
have demonstrated that our problems 
w ith t he text d ie! not require skillful 
e menda tions, but g reater knowledge of 
t he Hebrew la nguage. Today we see 
the H ebrew text held in greater re
spect. 

A generation agu t here was a general 
consensus of opinion as to Lhe dating 
a nd a u t hor ship of t he Old T estament 
m ateria ls. T his dating was consis tent 
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STUDENTS FROM SEVERAL CONTINENTS MEET AT THE SEMINARY 
Left to right: Mr. a nd Mrs. Hisashi Murakami. Rev. Waldemar Kroguletz of Regina , 
Sask., Canada, last year's exchange s tudent in Germany; a nd Kurt Brenner, 

exchange student from Hamburg, Germany. 

in tha t it made the mater ials of Old 
Testament very late in or igin. Thus a 
great span cf t ime se;;arated t he events 
presented in the Old Testament from 
t he t ime when t hese records were writ
ten. Th is occas ioned a great deal of 
doubt as to their relia bility and ac
curacy. 

For exam ple, it was asserted tha t 
t he stor:es a bout Abraha m d id not re
flect the cultural a nd rel igious back
ground of Abraham's time, bu t ra ther 
t hat of t h <! time of David's monarchy 
when the ~atriarchal s tories were actu
a lly written . Archaeological research, 
however, hac; demonstrated that the 
cultural and religious background does 
not fit David's tim~. but Abraham's. 
T his and many other developments 
have led to a mon:~ conserva tive posi
t!on as to the dalin~ and reliabili ty of 
the materials. 

A generation ago it was thought im
possib!e to form a t heology of the Old 
Testament lnc::iuse the Old Testament 
was a n :rn thology of Hebrew religious 
literature a.nd as such had no unity. On 
the ot her hand, contempora ry scholars 
emphasize t he unity of the Old Testa
ment a nd find t ha t unity in its the
ology. There is a consis tent picture of 
God, a cons:s tent picture of man, a 
consistent picture of God's mercy and 
grace from beginning to end. 

A MORE CONSERVATIVE 'l 'REND 
Reflecting on the cha nge in Old Tes

tament studies Rowley continues, 
" I n general, it may be said that 
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t here has been a tendency towarM 
more conservative v ie w 3 on many ques
tions than were common ctt t he opening 
of our pe·riod. These more conse1'vative 
views are not shared by all schol.ars, 
thoiigh they are widespread, and any 
assessment of t he position today is 
bound to g ive prominence t o them. 
ThmJ are hailed sometimes as evidence 
of the fai lure of critical schol.arship, 
wul as t he justif ication of t he older 
conserrn.'.i.:;m that has been ment i.oned. 
This is quite inaccurate mul mis
leading. For theJJ are reached by 
the critical rnethod, mul hence miist be 
accounted among its fruit s. On the 
other harul, their consei'vat'ism is both 
othel" a11d f irmer t han the older con
servatism, jiist becmi se it is crit ically , 
and not dogmu.ticatly, based, and be
cause i;t is built squarely on t he evi
dence, instead of merely us ing t he evi
dence as a support w here it is con
venient, and explaining it away w here 
it 'is not." 

T hough Lhere has been a definite 
conservative trend, t he orthodox schol
a r has not been infl uentia l because of 
h is presuppositions. Just because he 
is or thodox his infl uence is rejected. 
But can it honestly be said t ha t a nyone 
enters th is study without presupposi
tions? 

During the past year I have spen t a 
considerable amoun t of time wading 
through a very informative, in teresting, 
and s ignifican t book in the fie ld of Old 
Testament -;tudies. It is writte n in Ger
man a nd unfortunately , at least so far 

as I know, has not been tra nsla teci 
in to English. T he title of t he book is, 
D ie Geschichte der H istor iscl irK riti
schen E r f orschung des Alten T esta
ment s vcm der Ref ormation bis zttr Ge
genwar t , ::ind t he a ut hor H a ns J. 
Kraus, p rofessor a t the U~iversity of 
H amburg. Though Kraus may not be in 
sympa thy with the thesis of t h is a rti
cle, reading this book has opened my 
eyes to t he fact t hat practically every 
schola r has a pproached the Old Testa
men t with h is pre:rnppositions. These 
pres upposit ions, though t hey may not 
have determined them, have gr eatly 
colored their cond usions a nd their con
vic t ions. 

PRIMACY OF SCRIPTURE 

As t he tit le indicates t he book be
gins with the Reformati~n and presents 
the presuppositions of the r eformers. 
T he most famous of t hese is the prim 
ncy of H oly Scripture . This was strong
ly affir med by Ma1tin L uther , John 
Ca lvin, a nd t he other reformers. It was 
held as a xiomatic tha t the prope r in
terpreta tion of Scripture was the li t
eral interpretation. It was in reaction 
to the sLxfold in terpretation of t he 
Ca tholic Church, much of which was 
very a llegorical a nd fancifu l, tha t t he 
reformer .> ins is t ed upon seeking the lit 
era l meaning. Yet t his very ques t for 
the lite ra l mean ing a nd the inadeq ua 
cies of t heir dogma of inspiration Jed 
to sk epticism a mong t heir successors 
concerning the trus twor th iness of the 
text. 

F ollowing the reformers, there w ere 
scholars who attempted t o approach 
the Old Testa ment object ively . W hen 
we exam ine w ha t t he word "objec
tively" m eans, we find it ind icates that 
they w ere beginn ing to approach the 
Old Testa m en t as no m ore t ha n a h u
ma n book. T he consequence of t his a p
proach is indica ted by K raus w ho says, 
"\Vhen the doctrine of inspiration was 
g iven up, t he sepa ra t ion be tween r eve
lation a nd natural re lig ion was los t." 

T he target or focus of atte n t ion was 
the P e ntateuch . As t hey began t o d ig 
in to th e? P entateuch from the s ta nd
poin t o f gr ammar, philology, a nd h is
tory, they discovered stylistic variants 
a nd diffe rences in t he usage of t he 
name of God. Moreover , t hey found m a 
teria l wh ich t hev calle d "P ost Mosa
ica," for exa mple. t he account of Moses' 
death a nd o ther s ta tements as such 
and such a phenomenon " rema ins even 
to t his day." 

This Jed to t he a na lysis of sources. 
T hey d ivided t he Pentate uch into many 
sources and to t hese t hey assigned a 
late da t e. The res ults of the schola rs 
were a ll drawn together a nd g iven one 
a u thori tative presentation by t he out
s ta nding scholar, J ulius Wellha usen. As 
stated a bove, the chronological gap be 
tween the even t.> a nd t he recording of 
t hese events discredited t he records. 
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DEVELOPME NTAL HY.POTHESIS 
T his opened the door to t he Develop

mental Hypothesis w hich s tated t hat 
Israel's religion started with a very 
primitive animism a nd developed slowly 
1oward a high monotheism. What we 
observe is a stra nge process of fitting 
the materials of the Old Tes tament to 
t he scheme rather than deriving the 
scheme from t he Old Testament. 
Though t he Scriptures clearly declare 
t ha t Abraham was a worshipper of the 
one a nd I rue God, the fac t that his tent 
is pitched under a tree is take n as evi
dence that he is an a nimis t a nd that 
he worships the spirit dwelling in the 
trees. 

In one of the crucial experiences of 
his life Peter Marshall, s tumbling 
through t he fog, hipped over the roots 
of a tree and t here he met God and 
there he committed his life to God for 
the Christian ministry. If we were to 
a pply t hese same principles, surely t he 
presence of t he tree is indication 
e nough that Pete1· Marshall was a n a ni
m ist and that the god he met was no 
olher than the spirit of that tree. 

John Bright in his book, E arly I srael 
in Recent H istory Writing, has asserted 
tha t s ince there was n o control from 
extra -Biblical materia l, the Develop
mental Hypothesis provided the frame
work for t he reconstruction of the h is
tory of I srae l. Applied to Wellha usen, 
t his means tha t s ince there were no 

evidences outs ide the Old Testament at 
the t ime t hat he worked, he was able 
to let his imag ination run to recon
struct Israel's his tory in accordance 
with h is own t heory. Unfortunately, 
the resulting- picture stands in con
flict with the Biblical s tory. 

PROPHET VS PRIEST 
The Developmental H ypothesis en

\·isions c>. con flict bPtween prophet a nd 
priest; for the prophet, who represents 
t he highest development of the religion 
rejects the barbarous a nd primit ive 
practices of the priests. So we find a 
tension within the Old Testa ment. The 
sacrifices, which one part of the book 
s tates a re comma nded of God, are not 
really desired of God, but are only a 
vestige of the primitive background of 
I ; rael. Accompanying this is a n im
plicit or explicit denial of real fore
telling prophecy. It is true that t he 
ministry of the prophet was not ent ire
ly or even principa lly fore telling the 
future. We maintain foretelling was a 
defini te part. Ma ny scholars, however, 
contended that any references to histor
ical happenings, t hough placed in a 
prophetic setting, must have been re
corded a fte r the event. In t his fashion 
a ll predictive prophecy is eliminated. 
The prophets are not touched by heav
en but a re men of unusual talent aspir
ing hea venward. 

The advanced theology expressed in 
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"OUR SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS" 

t he P salms m ust be late according to 
the developmental scheme. David, the 
man of war, certainly d id not possess 
the sensitive nature required to write 
the P salm:; w hich are ascribed to him. 
Consequently, the P salms were placed 
in post-exilic times a nd some even the 
times of the Maccabbees. T his whole 
picture reveals t he effect of the pre
suppositions for thev demand t hat this 
is not a book given by God to man, but 
r ather the record of m an's quest for 
God and t herefore very fallible. Schol
a rs think it necessary to rearra nge a nd 
reorder as a means of discovering the 
real truth. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

There have be::?n other presupposi
tions which have influenced men's ap
proach to the Old Testament such as 
those of the "Pan Babylonians." They 
asserted that the creation account, the 
story of the flood, and many other ele
ments of t he H ebrew religion came out 
of Mesopot ::imian polytheism, for their 
presupposition was that whenever t he 
same phenomenon was found both in 
the Old Testam ent a nd in Mesopotami
an litera ture it m ust have been bor
rowed by the Hebre"vs from Mesopo
tamia. 

Principa lly t hrough the fruits of ar
chaeological research, t he reliability of 
the H ebrew Scriptures has been great
ly enh a nced a nd m a ny of men's theo-

The Nor1h Ame rican Baptis t Seminary a t Sioux Falls, South Da kota with the library building at the left. For well over a 
ce ntury the North American Baptist Seminary has prepared men to preach the Gospel of Re d emption through faith in Jesus 
Christ and lo serve as spiritual lead ers in churches and a s missionaries all over the United States, Canada. and on foreign fields. 
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ries h ave been discredited. Neverthe
less, it is tragic t hat t he effects linger 
on in t he literature and in the teach
ing of the Old Testament. Dr. Bright in 
t he hook referred to above has written , 

"Yet if cU?·rnnt history books in 
many details present a d·i.fferent pic
ture frorn that of a generation ago, it 
is to be questioned if it is an essentially 
different one. For one thing, the shad
ow of the developuiental pattern still 
hangs on, though modified in varying 
degrees, as we have said. This whole 
category of books has this in comnwn: 
the religion of I srael is v iewed as an 
evolving entity which progressed iip
ward from lower forms to higher, un
dergoing a fundamental change of 
character along the way. Thus the re
ligion of the patriarchs is described as 
an animism, specifically as a polydae-

human. On the other hand, if i t is 
God's book, we ca n expect to hear h is 
voice. 

WHO ARE THE SCHOLARS? 

It is lamentable but true t hat only 
th::>se with certain presuppos itions are 
accep ted as t r ue scholars. Dr. Cyr us 
Gordon has asserted in h is article, 
"Higher Crit ics a nd F orbidden F r uit," 
which a ppeared in Christianity Today 
(November 23, 1959 ) t hat adherence to 
the Documentary H ypot hesis (the 
theory which divides t he P entateuch 
into a number of source docum ents) 
"is the badge of in terconfessional aca
demic respectability." I s it possible then 
for a conservative scholar who rejects 
the Documen tary H ypothesis to be re
ceived in t he academic wor ld as an 
open-minded person? No, i t seems that 

1964 RETREAT SPEAKER AT THE SEMINARY 
Dr. Rob ert Lewis of Bethel Colleg e. St. Paul, Minn., addresses the Seminary s tuden ts 
and faculty a t the a nnual retreat he ld at the Lake Poinsett Methodist Camp n e ar 

Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 

monism. The god of the M osiac peri.od 
i.~ viewed as a tribal god: such epithets 
as 'moi~ntain god,' 'storm god,' "war 
god,' and the like, are used to describe 
him. On the other hand, the prophets 
appear as the discoverers of mo1wthe
ism. And throiighout, the Old Testa
'l1ient i.s laid under contribution for its 
developing ideas of God and of ethics." 

These conceptions persist in the face 
of all the evidences to the contrary. All 
these facts underline lhe critical im
portance of one's presuppositions. It is 
not a question of presuppositions or no 
but which. Moreover, our presupposi~ 
lions detei·mine our conclusions, that 
is, if we approach the Bible as a human 
book, then it contains nothing super-
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such a one will surely be branded as 
nonscholarly and obscuran tist. 

Now we can say without hesitation 
that one does not have to be convinced 
or the inspiration Ol Scriptures in order 
that the Bible may be used of t he Holy 
Spir it to conver t his soul. Dr. Eugene 
Nida of the Amer ican Bible Society 
and the University of Michigan has 
told the storv of a man in South Amer
ica who discovered a few pages of a 
book in the dum p. As he read these 
pages, he found that they were the 
story of the life a nd death of a certain 
man named Jesus. T hough he did not 
know from what book the pages had 
come, through reading them he came 
to faith in J esus Christ and a personal 

experience of salvation. 
The preacher and the teacher, how

ever, are forced to make a choice and 
by this choice t he direction of au t heir 
work wil l be determined. Our course 
must be dictated by the fact t hat we 
are disciples of J esus C hrist. This set
t les the broad issue once a nd for all, 
though it may not settle all of the 
details. Christ's estimate of the Old 
T estament must be ours. 

C HRIST AND THE OLD 
TESTAl\IBN T 

As we examine the pages of t he New 
Testament we find that Jesus saw t he 
Old Testament as the ultimate author
ity. Speaking of h is own mission in 
Matthew 5 :17, He said, "T hin k not t hat 
I am come to destroy t he law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, 
l;ut to fu lfill." S peaking of t he effec
tiveness of t he Old T estament he 
stated in Luke 16 :31 that if people 
would not respond to Moses and t he 
prophets neither would t hey hear if one 
were to return from t he dead. Of t he 
enduring value of the Script u re, Jesus 
clearly affirms in J ohn 10 :35, "And t he 
Scripture cannot be broken." One of 
the attacks upon t he Old Testament 
has b een directed against its prophecy. 
Jes us, however, believed that the Old 
Testament prophesied his mission. In 
John 5 :39 we read, "Search the Scrip
tures; for in them ye think t hat ye 
have eternal life, and they are t hey 
which testify of m~." There is a more 
extended and perhaps more explicit 
passage in Lu ke 24 :25-27. 

T hese are t he wo!·ds of Jesus after 
the resurrection : 

"O fools, ancl slow of heart to be
lieve all that the prophets have spoken: 
oilght 1wt Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into his glory '! 
And beginning cit Moses and all t he 
vrophets, he expoiwdecl imto them in 
all the scrip tiires the tl1Jings concerning 
himself." 

Consider verses 44 and 45 also. 
" These are the words that I spake 

unto yo-v,, while I was yet with yoii, 
thctt all things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the lctw of Moses, and 
in the provhets, and in the psalms, 
concerning rne. Then opened he their 
understandi.ng, that t hey m?.ght under
stancl the scrivtures." 

A very strange statement is made by 
Jesus in John 8 :56, concerning Abra
ham, and illustrates the fact that God 
did indeed reveal his purposes in early 
times to t he people of Israel. Jesus 
says. "Your fa t her Abraham rejoiced to 
see my day." 

BEGIN WIT H CHRIST! 
A question is in order. Do we stand 

in a better position to interpret the Old 
T estament t ha n J esus a nd t he apostles, 
separated as we are by lhe barriers of 
time and language and culture? There 
are ma ny things about early h istory 
a nd language and culture that we may 
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indeed understand better than the 
apos t les d id in their time. Even so, I 
believe t he book was designed to com
municate to Hebrews a nd to commun
ica te at that time. I am a fra id that 
somehow we have brought the criteria 
of judgm ent of our day to bear upon 
the Scriptur e a nd in so doing have 
found ourselves in basic conflict with 
the a postles a nd w ith J esus Chr ist. I 
for one choose to beg in with Christ and 
then to follow the lead of the apostles 
and the early c hurch. 

The early church believed t hat God 
spoke through the prophets as we read 
in H ebrews 1 :1. They a lso believed that 
t he Old Te~tament foretold the coming 
and t he mission of Christ. In I P e te r 
1 :11, 12 we read, "Searching w ha t, or 
what manner of t ime t he Spirit of 
Christ which was in t hem did s ignify, 
when it testified beforehand t he suffer
ings of Christ, a nd t he glory t hat 
should follow." 

We a re not pragmatists determining 
truth by its consequences; neverthe
less, it is instructive to consider a let
ter written by Wellhausen, which is 
quoted by Kraus, in which Wellhausen 
himself acknowledges his inabil ity to 
perform his task as a professor of the
oiogy at the university. I n response to 
fie rce opposition to h is work Wel l
ha usen wrote to his superior : 

THE KAISER-RAMAKER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
This be autiful and functional library a t the North American Baptis t Semin ary was 

d edicated in 1961. Twenty thous and books have b een added to the library. 

" Your excellency will perhaps re
member that at Easter of 1880 I pre
sented to yon the request that if pos
:; ible to be transferred to the Philoso
phy department, ttncl at t hat same timie 
attempted to pi·esent t he ·motivation 
f or the r eqiiest. I have been a theolo
gian because the scientific treatment of 
the B ible i.nterested me. Only gradiwl.ly 

ha'!;e I begim to iinderstand that a pro
f essor of Theology has a practical task 
as well, to prepare the student s for 
ser vice in the E vangelical Chi irch, and 
this I clo not fulfill. B1it rather , in spite 
of t he great reserve which I exercise 
on my part, rny pupils are made unfit 
for their off ice. Since that time rny 
t71eological professorship has w eighed 
heciv ily iipon rny conscience." 

REALITY OF GOD'S REVELATION 
When a ll is said a nd done what is 

the u ltimate issue ? The ultimate issue 

THE MAGAZINE SECTION OF THE SEMINARY LIBRARY 
Hund reds of Christian p eriodicals and important magazines are available to students 

and faculty membe rs at the North American Baptist Seminary Library. 
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is t he ques tion of the reality of revela 
tion: Is the Bible God's quest for 
m a n or is it m a n's quest for God ? I 
a ffirm tha t it is God's book wr itten by 
h uman ins truments and that a proper 
approach demands spiritual fi tness. 
Strong has said in his t heology that the 
Script ures are "sufficient when taken 
together a nd interpreted by the sa me 
Spirit who inspired them to lead every 
hones t inquirer t o Christ and to sal
,·ation." Paul declar ed , "The natura l 
man receiveth no t the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolish ness 
unto h im: neither ca n he know t hem, 
beca use t hey are spir itually discerned." 
(I Cor. 2 :14) . 

P erhaps we ha\·e ignored the force of 
this passage in our assessme nt of a 
m a n's qualifica tions to speak on t he 
Old Testame nt . J esus saic;J, "If a ny ma n 
will do his will he sha ll know of t he 
doct r ine, whe ther it be of God." (John 
7 :17). T hough t he world ma y neYer 
r ec ogn ize us as gr eat scholars, I charge 
you as followers of Chris t to accept t he 
Old T estament as God's revelation to 
man, tha t God may be a ble to t each 
you through it a nd t hat with confi
den~e you ma y go for th to bring God's 
message to the world! 

'l'HE OVER-ARCHING 
OBJEC'TIVE OF CIIBISTIAN 

EDUCATION 

"Under the g uidance of U1e H oly 
Spirit, t o in troduce persons t o God 
t hrough J esus Christ so t hat t hey. 
by faith, m ay e nte r in to a personal, 
endur ing re la tionship with God, a nd 
to lead t hem in to such an und iYided 
loyalty to Chr ist as t he Lord so t hat 
they will earnestly desire to know 
God 's will a nd, in the strength of 
t he Triune God. determine to do it."' 

- Adopted in 1963. 
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At the 25th Milestone 

''For God and the Truth'' 

The stor y of the Christian Training Institute, Edmon

ton, Alberta in holding aloft t his mot to for 25 years, 

training more t han 1370 students and raising its pres-

ent educational standards. 

By Professors E. B. Link and B. Schalm, 

Edmonton, Alberta 
AT THE 25th MILESTONE FO R GOD 6. THE TRUTH 

This emblem of the Chris tian Training Institute, Edmon
ton. Alb erta used to b e above the fron t e ntrance to 

the building. 

F OR TWENTY-FIVE years 
the lofty motto of our Chr istian T rain
ing I nstitute at Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada has challenged all who have 
been a part of the school : FOR GOD 
AND THE TRUTH! Nothing less in 
purpose a nd action has been t he attain
ment of this exalted aim t hrough this 

investment in Christian education by 
North American Baptists. Whether i t 
was t he Bible School as the one depart
ment in t he 1940 beginning, or the 
High School added in 1949, or t he theo
logical section insti tuted in 1958, t he 
whole of our denominational school in 
Canada was a trus t from God to teach 

THE CHRISTIAN TRAINING INSTITUTE OF EDMONTON 
The two present building s of the Christian Tra ining Institute, the firs t on e (right) 
having been built in 1939-1940 a nd the second one (left ) in 1947. Plans a re now 

under way for a nother expa nsion p rogra m for the Institute. 
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HIS T RUTH. 

THE W AHL FAI\'IILY 
Actua lly, t he Christian Training I n

stitu te is t he rea lization of a dream 
t hat God gave over a per iod of years 
to d ifferen t people. The s tory of this 
d ream and its crowning achievemen t 
is fou nd in last year's ANNUAL. T his 
article is in tended to show how t he 
dream took shape as God moved among 
h is people who responded by giving so 
much of their t ime, t alent and money 
b::!cause in fa ith they believed t hat God 
would bless t heir investment. F urther
more, th is writing will challenge a ll in 
c0u r denomina tional fam ily today to get 
a v is ion of what m ust be done in the 
twenty-five years a nd more to come. 

T he first investment following upon 
earnest prayer came as God moved 
deeply in the fold of t he Wahl family . 
Destined to be the first president and 
founder of the Christian Training Inst i
tute, t he Rev. E. P. Wahl of Portland, 
Oregon in June 1937 was involved in a n 
a utomobile-bus accident which took the 
life of h is older son. Just previous to 
this he ha d accepted t he call to return 
to Western Canada to assume the po
sition as Director of Bible Schools 
with the Northern Con ference, but now 
w ith h is wife he had to come to this 
assignment without h is oldest son. In 
place of th is son, they had only a sum 
of money and a growing measure of 
faith that God would move amongst 
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others and lead to the building of a 
permanent i·esidentia l Bible School. 

A VENTURE OF FA.ITH 
And God did! In fact, other pastors 

a nd many lay leaders of the Alberta 
churches were enthusiastically ready to 
take up the challenge when the 1938 
Alberta Association convened at Olds, 
Alberta. A committee consisting of rep
resentation of all of the Alberta 
churches was given the obligation of 
going ahead with t he planning for the 
construction of a Christian Tra ining 
Bible School. 

A year later, at the 1939 Northern 
Conference a t Trochu, Alberta, all the 
churches .1f the conference pledged 
t hemselves to support the project 
called "The Chris tian Training Insti
tute of the Germa n Baptist Churches 
of Canada." Soon thereafter, this ven
ture of faith became a part of the en
tire North America n Baptist family 
when the four lots purchased in Ed
mon ton a nd t he building constructed 
thereon were deeded to t he General 
Missionary Society. 

However, decisions of Associations 
and Conferences can do no more t ha n 
signal t he action. It took active leader
ship, pla nning a nd implementing to 
move upon the parcel of land, to dig 

NOW WE ARE 88 
A revised edition of the popular 

illus tra ted book a bout all of our 
NAB missionaries and mission fields, 
now totalling 88. 

PRICE - 75 Cents Each 
60 Cents Each in Lots of 

10 Copies or More. 

t he basement, to lay t he foundation, to 
frame and erect the building. Here's 
how Mr. Wahl then described the earli
est critical moments of testing rea lity 
against a dream : 

"Again the Lord spoke to us : 'What 
have you in your hands?' But does 
not God know how rich and how poor 
we a re? When he bids us proceed, who 
are we that we dare to halt? H e had us 
look a Jittl0 farther and we beheld 
a large group of s incere Christians, 
s tanding ready to help that God migh t 
be glorified through a Bible School of 
ours. Men and women, young a nd old, 
stood ready to serve, should the grea t 
task be undertaken. Humbly we bowed 
a nd said: 'Lord, at thy Word.'" 

BUILDING PROJECTS 
And what a voluntary crew the 

Lord did provide! The responsible lead
ers such as E. P. Wahl, R. B. Link as 
cha irma n, a nd J. J esperson as treasur
er, J. J. Oh lmann a nd J . Hiller as car
penters, rallied a people of faith and 
dedication. From over 250 miles away, 
t hey came with trucks and horses to 
ass ist in the work, a nd if t hey couldn't 
come themselves they paid others to 
work in t heir place, and above this gave 

1965 ANNUAL 

ii=i" us .....,. - • ;:::.:;- -;;;::;- ;;:;;- -s-: .. -. ""Ii' ]11 ....: ~ .::-. ~ --, 

r;. 

I 

-I :m .... 

THE CHRISTIAN TRAINING INSTITUTE IN 1940, 25 YEARS AGO 
The first building, small teaching staff and student body of the Christian Training 
Institute Edmonton, Alberta 25 years ago. Many dream s of those days have come 

\rue and the faith of those early leade rs has been blessed of Gcd! 

\.vhatever t he poor people just recover
ing from t he staggering depression of 
the 1930's could g ive. One farmer 
loaned his cow to provide the da ily 
dairy needs, t he women of the Edmon
ton a rea churches took turns baking 
cakes and much of the substant ial da ily 
food came from t he gardens and farms 
of people w ho were not just doing an 
net of charity but were investing w hat
ever they could for the ir very own 
school t o come. 

Over t he 25 years two other building 
projects were undertaken. In 1942 a 
separate home for the president a nd 

faculty was constructed, but in 1947 
t h is was turned over to classroom and 
dormitory space alongside of the new 
unit that rose as :i. fur ther investment 
of funds of the North America n Ba p
tists in t he Christian education of its 
youth . S ince then no m ore facilit ies 
were added in spite of the growing 
number of students and t he addit ion of 
t he High School departments in 1949 
a nd t he Theological School in 1958. 

One other investment t hat needs to 
b:? mentioned is the time and e ne rgy 
given by t he men and women wh o 
served in administration, faculty a nd 

Dr. and Mrs . E. P. Wahl in front of the unfinished second b u ilding of the Christian 
Training Institute in 1947. Dr. Wahl was president of the school at that time, 
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staff through the 25 years . In the earli
est years many of the area pastors had 
to teach with very little remuneration. 
Together with the Wahls, F. W. Benke 
and R. Neske, these first staff mem
bers set a tone of sacrificial service 
that challenged t he leaders to follow 
them to selfless consecration so that 
God and his Truth would become a 
part of the stream of students who 
year by year have entered the C.T.I. 
classes. 

MORE THA.i~ 1370 STUDENTS 
And the students did come! Over t he 

25 year span 1370 students became 
benefactors of the investment for God 
and the Truth, along with 87 others 
who were commercial or university 
students who boarded at the school and 
participated in the spiritual and social 
values of the C.T.I. family . Of the 855 
students who enrolled in the Bible 
School department, 158 became gradu
ates and nearly one-half received full 
training for the Evangelical T eacher 
Training certificates. 

Although students from other de
nominational backgrounds did enroll, 
seven out of every eight students came 
from North American Baptist church
es. They came from 12 st&tes of the 
U.S.A., from Eastern Canada but pri
marily from the four western Canadian 
provinces. The High School students, 
numbering 240, came from as a diverse 
area as the Bible School students, and 
three of every four came from a North 
American Baptist background. The 
young theological section has had 39 
students in its short history with nine 
of every ten from our own churches. 
Seven foreign students from far off 

CTI GRADUATES IN THE CLASS OF 1943 
Left to right: Barbara Hermann, Sadie Benke, Raymond Dickau (now pastor ct! 

Parkersburg, Iowa), Esther Faszer and Elsie Schmidt. 

places such as H ong Kong, Colombia, 
Trinidad and Europe have a lso enrolled 
in the two latter departments. 

But what has the investment meant 
to our churches? It is impossible to 
measure the results of young lives that 
have come under the spiritual and aca
demic influence of our school. Many 
today stand in the ranks of leadership 
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The second building or new wing of the Christian Training Institute, Ed monton, 
Alberta under construction in 1947. This building now houses the chapel, classrooms, 

dining hall and dormitory rooms in overcrowded conditions. 
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not only of our local churches as lay 
members, but as pastors, professors, 
r.1issionaries a nd even denominational 
leaders. Research h as disclosed that 163 
cf the young people who once sent in 
applications to become C.T.I. students 
today are engaged in either mission
ary or pastoral service. Over one hun
dred are today the ministers or mis
s ionaries for the Nort h .American Bap
tist cause. This does not count the 49 
young wom~n who are wives of pastors. 
Be it pastors, missionaries, lay leaders 
or even faithfu l church members, those 
who have devoted so much, have given 
so much, and have prayed so much for 
the cause of C.T.I. can see in these t he 
fruits of a quarter century investment 
for God and t he Truth. 

EDUCATIONAL INVESTMENTS 
Indeed, education is considered to be 

the biggest and surest investment 
ava ila ble today. Intellectual growth, 
spiritual enrichment and financial se
curity are some of its m any dividends. 
It is for this reason that t he Christian 
church throughout t he centuries of its 
existence has emphasized education in 
its preaching a nd, wherever possible, 
has sponsored and supported educa
tional institutions. By doing so, it fol
lowed the example of our Lord who in
vested his time anrl energy in the lives 
of twelve disciples. 

In education we invest our knowl
edge, our skills, our values, our pos
sessions, in brief, we invest ou1· lives in 
the lives of t hose whom we teach. The 
Christian Training Institute is one 
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main agency of our denomination 
through which this investment can be 
made. We invite you to consider with 
us some of the needs, aspirations and 
challenges which we face as a denom
inational school. 

Since the existent facilities on the 
present campus are inadequate for the 
three-fold educational program carried 
on by t he school our denomination has 
a pproved t he er~ction of a small apart
ment block adjacent to our present 
buildings. This new addition will allevi
ate some of the press ing needs by pro
viding space for four classrooms sev
eral offices, and dormitories fo~ our 
t heological students. 

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION 

Academically the Christian Training 
Ins titute, in a relat ively short time, has 
gained recognition as a n institution 

CORNERSTONE EXERCISES 
Rev. E. P. Wahl (left ), president of the 
Christian Training Institute, and Mr. 
Gc-rdon Alexander, construction super
intendent lay the cornerstone in 1947 
for the new wincr to the C.T.I. building, 

which maintains high standards. Our 
Theological Department has been 
granted Associate Me mbership in the 
Associa tion of Bible Colleges, a nd we 
are now putting forth every effort to 
achieve full accreditation. Our Bible 
School Department is a ccredited with 
the E vangelica l Teacher Training As
sociation a nd s tudents who complete 
two years of studies earn the Advanced 
Teacher's Certifica t e of t h is Associa
tion. The High School Department of
fers Senior Matriculation w hich in Al
berta is the equivalent of the first year 
of college. The school is fully accredited 
wi th the Department of Education of 
t he province of Alberta. 

We are a lso s triving to enlarge our 
curriculum in all three departments to 
a ccommodate students who wish to 
pursue s tudies in specia lized a reas. The 
implementa tion of a major in Christian 
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CHAPEL SESSION. CHRISTIAN TRAINING INSTITUTE 
A chapel session is in progress with students, members of the Board of Trustees 

and President A. S . Felberg (front row, right) in attendance. 

Education and Music, for exa mple, 
would attract not a few of our very 
g ifted young people who are present
ly contemplating a ttending another 
Bible College where advanced courses 
in their r espective fields of interest 
are being offered. We h ave many 
churches in our denomination which 
desire the services of specialists in the 
fie lds of Christian Education and Music 
but are not able to employ s uc h 
personnel on a full-time basis. These 
churches would benefit greatly from 
young people who, having earned a 

B.R.E. degree, are willing to function 
as leaders in music a nd you th work in 
a lay capacity, being employed by our 
smaller churches on a part-time basis . 

STUDENT RECRUITMENT 
Student recruitmen t is receiving in

creasing a ttention. By means of ads 
and announcements in our periodicals 
a nd personal contact with young p eo
ple, faculty members seek to confront 
the youth of our denomination with the 
t he challenge of God's calling in their 
lives. As North America n Bapt ists we 

THE LADIES ENSEMBLE. CHRISTIAN TRAINING INSTITUTE 
Many of the young women who have s tudied at the Christian Training Institute 
are now engag ed in missionary service or specialized church work. O f these 49 are 

now wives of pastors in the service of Christ. 
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have launched ou t on a Stewa rdship 
Educa tion program. Since the nature 
of our employment is directly related 
to our giving we will also need to give 
some consider a t ion to vocational guid
a nce. 

A page devoted to Higher Educa
tion in every issue of our denomina
t iona l periodicals would render valuable 
service to -:iur young people who are 
a bout to choose a caree r. We have fol
lowed for many years a simila r prac
tice with rega rd to foreign missions 
and the result s have been most en
couraging. Our consti tuency is very 
conscious of its responsibility to the re
gions beyond. Our recruitment is di
rec ted, not only toward getting more 
students, but we seek to en roll better 
students. The Apo!;t le Paul charged 
Timothy to commit the preaching of 
t he Gospel to faithful men who shall be 
able to teach others also. (ll Timothy 
2 :2). 

The world has no monoply on "su
per ior " education, nor do we as Chr is
tian:; have God's sanction to offer "in
fer ior" educationa l prepara tion. 

NEW B UILDING SITE 

The three basic requirements for 
s uccess in education a re a reputa ble 
facul ty, eager a nd devoted s tudents, 
a nd adequate faci li ties. The Christian 
Training I ns1i tute has acquired a fac
ulty which is both academjca lly qua li
fied and spiritua lly devoted to the 
task. T eaching per formance would be 
improved by red11cing the load of in
s t r uctors to some ex tent. Student en
rollment is up t his past year. 

However, our potential is fa r greater 
tha n we are presently realizing. We a re 
indeed happy that Alumni of the Chris-

THE CTI MASS CHOIR· OF 1962 
Christian Training Institute students love to s ing to the glory of God under the 
direction of Prof. E. B. Link (ce nter. front row ) . They visit many churches of the 
Northern Confere nce in their minis try of music witnessing to the Gospel of Chris t. 

tian T ra ining Institu te have purchased 
a bea ut iful buili:ling si te on t he out
skirts of Edmonton which will be made 
availa ble for a new campus of the 
school. T heir sacrificia l devotion to 
the ca use of Chr is tian educa tion is to 
be commended. 

We have drawn a ttention to some of 
our fu ture aspirations and a lso to some 
o ~ the more press ing needs faced by 
the school in its educationa l ministry 
to the young people of our denomina
tion. The Chris tian Tra ining Institute 
i:; yonr school, and you, dear reader, 
will decide whether these aspirations 

will come true and whether our needs 
will be me t. 

Adoniram Judson was walking the 
s t reels of th~ cit y of R ochester, N. Y., 
one day. As he passed the wa lls of a 
Christia n college, he turned to his com
pa nion and sa id: "Do you k now wha t 
I would do if I had one thousan d dol
la rs ?" "Yes," answered his friend, 
"You would give it to foreign mjs
sions." 

F resh from the mission field, where 
he had spent m ore than thirty sacrifi
cia l years of his life, Adoniram Judson 
replied : "I wou ld give i t to an instit u
tion like t ha t. Building Christian Col
leges and filling them with Chr is tian 
stude nts is rais ing the seedcorn of the 
wor ld ." May this wisdom spoken from 
the lips and heart of t his first gr ea t 
missionary from Am er ica inspire us to 
inves t our Jives a nd possessions in the 
education of ou r children ! 

A PA TOR'S PRAYER 
Almighty God, may thoughts of t hee 

F ill a ll my mind a nd hear t; 
That as I seek to speak thy Word, 

Naught e lse shall share a pa r t . 

I would be filled wi th power D ivine, 
My feet on solid ground, 

To boldly give t hy message forth 
With no uncertain sound. 

May deeper knowledge of thy will 
My da ily port ion be, 

May Chris t a lone by word a nd deed, 
8 2 magnified in me. 

And when we reach our Heavenly 
Home, 

With a ll the ransomed there ; 

THE CHRISTIAN TRAINING INSTITUTE LIBRARY 
May those I've loved and served while 

her e, 
The Institute is in gre at need of better library facilities a nd of many new books to 

provide an a dequ ate library for its ever increasing studen t body. 
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In all its glory share. 
- Grace E . Troy 
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THE ENTRANCE TO THE BAPTIST ASSEMBLY. GREEN LAKE. W ISCONSIN 
Those w ho come lo the Ba ptist Assembly seeking God find that there a re many path w a ys tow a rd a closer w alk with him. Here 

they find the rest a n d ren ewal, the courag e and fa ith that is n eed e d b eyon d th e gates of Green Lake. 

Pathways to God at Green Lake 
Those who attend the L aymen's Family Conference of ou1· denomination at the A merican Baptist As
sembly, Green Lake, Wisconsin, Jilly 17 to 28, 1965, will be thrilled by the inspiring prograrn and the 

enchanting grounds and will experience "a closer 11 alk with God." 

By M. L. Leuschner, Promotional Secretar y 

As SOON AS you lea ve High
way 73 in upper Wisconsin and turn 
into the picturesque grounds of the 
Amer ica n Bapt ist Assembly t hrough 
t he inviting iron gateway, you feel a 
q uiet a nd reverent hush come over you. 
This is a d ifferent world from t hat 
w hich you have just le ft. T his ga tewa y, 
l ike heavenly por tals, ushers you in to a 
spi r it ua l a dvent ure t ha t w ill leave its 
indelible m ark upon you. 

F or these grounds with their 1100 
sprawling, wooded acres a re dedicated 
to the noble purpose t ha t everyone who 
enters here ought to have "a closer 
walk with God." This is the American 
Baptist Assembly on the shores of t he 
sparkling waters of Green Lake in 
W isconsin, t he s ite of the 7th Nort h 
American Bapt ist L AYME N 'S F AM
ILY CONFERENCE to be held from 
J uly 17 t o 23. 1965. This Conference, 
sponsored by "Bapt ist Men" of our de
nomination, will a ttract severa l hun-
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dred laymen a nd t heir fa mil ies a nd oth
e r fr iends to its sessions for a marvel
ous week of insp iration, vacation ad
venture a nd Bible s t udy. 

BAPTI ST HIS'l'ORY 
As you enter t he gateway into t he 

Green Lake Assembly Grounds, you 
have trod upon hallowed ground where 
Ba ptis t history comes to l ife. Near the 
ma in ga te is William Carey H all, 
na med for t he E nglish cobbler who 
founded t he fore ign m issionary m ove
ment. Nearby is Chapel Car Gra ce, r e
m inder of the colporteur e ra in Baptist 
history. 

I n the Inn a rea various buildings 
honor Roger W illiams, spokesman for 
religious liberty; J ohn Mason Peck, the 
father of Bapt ist home m issions a nd 
the American Baptist Publication So
ciety ; Adonfram J udson, t he first 
American m issionary to Burma; 'Wal
ter R a uschenbusch, lead ing exponent of 

t he social im plications of the Gospel ; 
Henry L. Morehouse, founder of the 
American Baptist H ome Mission So
ciety ; Brayton Case, p ioneer agricul
tural missionary in Burma; t he Indian 
Village honoring Baptist m issionaries 
to the Ind ians of America; Charles 
H a ddon Spurgeon Chapel com memo
rating the g reat Baptis t preacher of 
London, England ; and J ohn Clarke, 
fi rst m in ister of historic F irst Bapt ist 
Church of Newport, R hode Island. 

A W ALK W I TH GOD 
Those who come to Green Lake As

sembly seek ing God fi nd that there are 
many pa t hways toward a closer walk 
with him. Confe1·ence guests may be 
challenged to seek God with h eart, 
mind and soul in the vesper services by 
t he la keshore, in t he quiet of the 
Prayer Tower, in ser ious Bible study 
or in the sound of chimes from Judson 
Tower. Others find t heir faith deep-
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BAPTIST MEN AT THE 1st LAYMEN'S CONFERENCE IN 1951 
Laymen from North American Baptis t churches who took part in !he first Laymen's 

Conference held a Green Lake Wisconsin in 1951. 

ened in the midst of a challenging ad
dress, a long walk with a Green Lake 
friend or in seeing a searching new 
drama. 

Some who come to Green Lake make 
their first decision to answer God's 
call to follow him. Some make a silent 
covenant with God to serve him more 
faithfully in the local church or to be 
more Christian in daily living. Some 
dedicate their lives to serve God in the 
church vocations. In all these ways, 
many persons of all ages have found 
that Green Lake is truly a place of 
fellowship between God and man. 

:NEW ATTRACTIONS 

Several new attractions will greet 
and fascinate the Baptist laymen and 
their families who will be attending the 
Conference in July. The new Missions 
Center has been built on Hillside Road 
just south of the Assembly Bookstore. 
This new Missions Cen ter serves as the 
focal point for the missionary empha
sis in the work of the Assembly. It pro
vides a display center for Baptist mis
sion work and a meeting place suitable 
for 100 people. It also contains a per
sonal conference room for the use of 
the missionary in residence during the 

LAYMEN'S FAMILY CONFERENCE AT GREEN LAKE IN 1954 
Dr. John W. Brad bury, editor of "The Watchman-Examiner,'' le d the laymen and 

their families into "green pastors" of Bible study at this conference in 1954. 
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summer as well as a library of mission
a ry books. 

The new S30,000 nursery building has 
been completed, the fifth addition to 
the Children's Cen ter s ince 1951. This 
new building provides adequate facili 
ties for the two-and three-year-old chil
dren who come to Green L a ke, and at 
t-11e same time will demonstrate model 
rooms and equipment to guide the 
churches in pr oviding t he best fac ilities 
for theii· children. 

DR. RICHARD HOILAND 
Plans have been announced to pro

ceed with fund raising to complete the 
new Kraft Administration Building. 
T he sum of $18,000 is already pledged 
towards th is project, $11,000 of which 
is a challenge gift from the Kresge 
Foundation in Detroit. T he total 
a moun t still needed is $50,000. It is 
hoped t hat construction can begin in 
1965 so that the complete bui lding will 

THE JUDSON TOWER 
The imposing Judson Tower at the 
American Baptist Assembly as seen from 

the Memorial Rose G a rden. 

lie in use for t he season of 1966. This 
will free t he entire John Mason Peel< 
Building now being used for some a d
ministrat ive offices for more urgently 
needed conference rooms. 

At the a nnual meeting of the board 
of directors of the American Baptist 
Assembly, Dr. Richard Hoiland was 
una nimously elected to serve as a cting 
executive secretary for one year. Re
tiring as executive secretary of the 
American Baptist Board of Education 
a nd Publication on September 30, 1964, 
he will be continuing a major share of 
his time to t he Assembly. In this ca
pacity he will be continuing his execu
tive leadership of the Assembly which 
began in 1956. Dr. H oiland will -con-
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tinue to work with Dr. J . E. Dollar , 
res ident director, a nd Dr. J oseph Han
son, progr am director of the Assembly. 

On several occas ions Dr. H oiland has 
brought the officia l g ree t ings from the 
Assembly to our Laymen 's F a m ily Con
ference and has even served as a tour 
g uide through the grounds for our peo
ple. His warmth of spi rit and persona l 
in terest in our Conference act ivities 
have m ade him "a special friend" for 
our laymen and the ir families. 

LAYMEN' S CONFERENCE 

The NAB LAYMEN'S F AMILY 
CON FERENCE will convene in t he 
Abbey a rea near t he main ga teway to 
the grounds. This e nables our group to 
be together for fe llowship, t he program 
and meals and s t ill to enjoy the great 
va riety of facilities of the e ntire Ame r
ican Ba ptis t Assembly . Most of t he 
sessions will be held in t he Will iam 
Carey H a ll, t he former Guernsey ba rn 
hay loft, with a sea t ing capacity of 800. 

The dormitory facilities of this h all 
and of th e nearby Oberlin (former 
Long House) and Shepherds Lodges, 
besides accommoda tions in several 
residences on t he grounds and, to a 
lim ited extent, the Roger W illiams Inn 
will be ava ila ble to our laymen and 
their fam ilies (see boxed announce
ment abou t the 1965 rates which in
clude three meals a day a t t he Carey 
Ha ll and use of a ll recreationa l facili
ties) . 

P ROGRAM .PLANS 

P lans a re being made for a Layman's 
Confe rence program tha t will be THE 
BEST of a ll seven! Mr. Stanley J ohn
son of T acoma, Wash ., president of 

THE ROGER WILLIAMS INN AT GREEN LAKE 
From the boathouse across the sparkling waters of Green Lake, one can enjoy 
an entrancing view of the Roge r Williams Inn and Pillsbury Hall and Lakeview 

Dining Room. 

"Bapt is t Men," and his executive com
m ittee composed of Mr. F red Pa ul of 
St. Pa ul, Minn ., Mr. William F ritze
meier of Stafford, Kansas and Mr. H . 
H . S tabbert of Anaheim, Calif., former 
president, have been working ha rd t o 
secure the bes t possible speakers, an 
outs tanding Bible teacher and the fin
es t m usica l talen ts in order to give t he 
layme n and their famil ies a rea l spirit
ua l lift! Announcements about t he Con
fe rence program w ill be m ade early in 
1965 in t he pages of ou r denomina t ional 

publica tions. 
The Na tiona l Laymen's Conference 

of t he American Ba p tist Conven tion 
will be meeting in t he Roger William s 
I11n a rea during the same week. Tenta
t ive plans have been made for several 
join t eve ning sessions of our Laymen 's 
F am ily Con ference with tha t of the 
Na t iona l L aymen's Confere nce for pur
poses of m utual inspiration and fellow
ship. T his plan was carr ied ou t two 
years ago with great success. Such 
joint meetings ough t to be another 

THE WILLIAM CAREY HALL AT GREEN LAKE 
This 300 foo t building, w hich once se rve d a s a ca1lle barn is now the headq uarle rs for conferences in the Abbey Are a . H ere 

the Laymen's Fa mily Confe rence w ill be held July 17 to 23, 1965. 

1965 A NNUAL 31 



LAYMEN'S FAMILY CONFERENCE AT GREEN LAKE IN 1962 
Entire families attended this Laymen's Conference in 1962 to hear Dr. A. J. Harms 
ae Bible teacher and lo enjoy the program arrange d for all. especially for the children. 

highligh t of the 1965 Conference. 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITJES 
You will be a mazed at the thrilling 

variety of recreational activities and 
adventures that can be enjoyed at 
Green La ke . These include swimming 
in the luxurious pool, guided bus tours 

of the grounds, the delightful boat trip 
on Green Lake on t he "Captain Bickel 
Launch" (see article in this ANNUAL 
nbout his fa ther), shuffleboard, tennis, 
golf, fishing, and hiking over beautiful 
nature trails. 

The Religious Art Gallery and World 
Museum with its fine collection of re-

THE HUGE SILOS OF WILLIAM CAREY HALL 
Two huge silos stand like pillars at the entrance to the William Carey Hall a s 
£een from the grass of the magnificent golf course that is open to all Assembly 

visitors with the payment of a small golf course fee. 
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ligious paintings a nd mission objects, 
the Petrus Room with Lhe famous 
stone collection of t he late Mr. J. L. 
Kraft, the Formal Gardens with the 
memor ial rose garden and flower beds 
providing fresh blossoms for a ll tables, 
lobbies and meeting rooms, the 90 foot 
Judson Tower with i ts illuminated 
cross and carillonic bells, t he colorful 
Indian Village with its prayer tower 
and totem pole, and t he historic rail
road chap2l car, GRACE, will be ad
ded attractions to interest ma ny of 
our people. 

Make your plans even now w it h 
your family to attend t his 7th Lay
men's F amily Conference at Green 
Lake, the BEST in t he series of 
seven triennia l conferences. Watch for 

1965 RATES 

PER PERSON - PER DAY 

INCLUDING TH REE MEA LS AND 
USE O F 1000 ACRES OF 

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

Adults: 3 or 4 2 Per 1 Per 
Per Room Room Room 

ROOMS WITH CENTRAL BATH 

Abbey Area 
William Corey Hall, 
Oberlin Lodge, 
Shepherds Lodge $5.75 $6.00 $7.50 

Moore, Parsons Cottages 
(bunk beds) ---------- 6.00 7.50 

Indian Village 
Bruce Kinney . .• __ - . _ _ 6.00 6.50 8.00 
John Clarke _. __ _ • - - _ _ 6.25 6.75 8 .25 

Brayton Case, Morehouse 6.25 6.75 8.25 

HOUSEKEEPI NG COTTAGES 
A few house keeping cottages are availa ble 
(fo r 4, 6, 8 persons) at $ 10 .00 to $ 14.00 
per cotloge per day, with private bath, 
b lan kets, linens, and kitchen equipment. A 
few housekeeping cabins a re avai la ble (for 
4, 6, 8 pe rsons) at $8.00 to $ 12.00 per 
cabin per day w ith private or central 
baths. Meals may be taken at the Inn for 
$3 .75 per day. 

INFORMATION about other a vailable 
accommodations sent on request. 

Baptist Men, 7308 Madison St. , Forest 
Pork, Illinois. 

further articles to a ppea r in the "Bap
tist H erald" a nd for the special leaf
lets and registration forms to be dis
tributed. Be sure to register as soon as 
your decision has been made. Pray for 
and anticipate a heaven-sent blessing 
upon t hese Conference Days, July 17 
to 23, 1965. 

AMAZING CHANGES 
The Green Lake Assem bly has trans

formed commonplace buildings a n d 
things into an uplifti ng a nd reverent 
t emple of God. After t he purchase of 
the Victor Lawson estate which had 
been made into the Lawsonia Country 
Club for gambling purposes, Am ericaq 
Baptis ts look the electric power house 
and t urned it into an administration 
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building, conver ted a bar into a snack
ery, transformed a s ilo into a prayer 
tower, a tool shop into a n art gallery, 
t he pump house in to an organ studio, 
and the gambl ing casino in to a church 
and auditorium (Morehouse Hall) . 
Many assembly guests now sleep in 
magnificent barns which once housed 
Jersey and Guernsey cows, bulls and 
sheep. 

PATHWAYS OF FAITH 
These a re the pathways of faith that 

challenge all of us to seek God with 
heart and soul in stirring exper iences 
through t he pages of his Word, and in 
the beauty of his handiwork as well as 
in t he inspir ing fellowship with kindred 
mi.nds. "If with a ll your heart ye truly 
seek HIM, ye sha ll ever surely find 
HIM." This can be your wonderful dis
covery a nd spiritual adven ture at t he 
LAYMEN'S F AMILY CONFERENCE 
at Green Lake, Wiscons in, July 17 to 
23, 1965 ! 

I LIFTED UP MINE EYES 
By Milly Skinn er 

of Orange, California 

" I will Uft up rnine eyes unto the 
71:ills frorn w hich corneth my help: My 
help cometh from the Lord who rn.ade 
heaven nnd earth" (Psalms 121 :1-2). 

While walking down the street one day, 
I l ifted up mine eyes, 

I saw the hills of glory 
Beyond the starry skies. 

I was wafted on a n a ngel's wing 
Unto Heaven shining bright, 

Where t he re is peace a nd happiness, 
And never any night. 

WILLIAM CAREY HALL AT GREEN LAKE 
This converted hay loft, now seating 800 p eople. will be the setting for th e sessions 
of the 7th Laymen's Family Conference . The Hall has taken on the appearance cf 

"a s talely cathedral." 

Suppose I hadn 't raised my eyes, 
And had kept on looking down, 

I never would have been lifted, 
While someone else would wear my 

crown. 

My friend, keep looking upward, 
When trouble ~omes your way, 

Then you may e nter the heavenlies 
On that glad eternal day. 

God watches your comings and goings, 
His love will protect you too, 

For he is a lways watching 
In his Home beyond t he blue. 

H e never slumbers nor does he sleep, 
And his concern never dies, 

So a ll you have t o do, my friend, 
I s just lift up thine eyes. 

OF SHEPHERDS AND SHEEP 

By Paul F. Long 
of Florence, Kansas 

I a m the lamb kept by David with 
s ling; 

From the lineage of David a Savior 
was born 

A babe m 'a manger, the stock of a 
King, 

In those same Judean hills on that 
glorious morn. 

I am t he lamb of the hundred sheep, 
Lost in dark sin ; in despair's chilling 

cold; 
The Lord brought me home with his 

love ever deep, 
To t he ninety and n ine that were sa fe 

in the fold. 

I am t he lamb at t he table of God, 
T hat lies in green pastures, by still 

waters deep; 
Thou ever art with me, t hy staff and 

thy rod; 
The Lord is my shepherd; he love th his 

sheep. 

I am the lamb watched over by night 
By shepherds, then? angels appeared 

unto them; 
And t he a ngelic hos t in a glorious light 
Told of Christ; cf h is birth, in nearby 

Bethlehem. 

I am the Iamb in a dark st able s tall; 
The s traw in my manger was his crad!e 

bed; 
F or the babe t hat was born the Shep

herd of all , 
The L am!>, who for s inne rs h 's precious 

b'.ood shed. 

I am t he Shepherd wh:J guarcleth h is 
sheep, 

And came clown to earth as a man he re 
to t rod, 

THE KITCHEN PERSONNEL AT THE ABBEY AREA Not only a !>hepherd, a co\·enant to 
keep; At a previous Laymen's Family Conference all m eals w ere served in the dining 

hall of the Abbey Area. These d e licious. sump1ious me als will again be served in 
this dining hall in 1965 as we enjoy our table fe llowship together, 
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0. come unto me- I'm t he Lamb of 
Goct. 
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GOD'S 
WORD 

for a 

NEW 
ACiE 

By Dr. Olivier Beguin, 

General Secretary, 

United Bible Societies 

A NEW ORDER has come in
to be ing, a new consciousness of the 
a uthority and importance of Scriptures 
for the miss ion of the Church. Bible 
Societies are also called upon today to 
re-examine their ministry. 

The world is expandjng at the r a te of 
100 million souls each year. In 10 to 
20 years, what will these people r ead? 
T he Bible Societie3 are endeavoring to 
meet th e growing need for Scrip tures 
immediately with the campaign "God's 
Word for a New Age," a imed at trip
ling present Scripture distribution to 
150 million copies by the end of 1966. 

MORE BIBI,E TRANSLATIONS 
Presently the whole Bible is being re

vised in more than 100 la nguages and 
the New Testament in a n additional 
100. For Africa alone 200 projects of 
translation or revision are in progress. 
Numerous ot her trans la tions are taking 
place. The immensity of t he task alone 
g ives cause for re flection ! 

The question of publishing annota ted 
editions arises, and, more fundamental
ly. t he whole ques t ion of the rela tions 
between Bible Societies and churches 
a nd of their respective responsibil ities. 

Another question is whether the Bi
ble should speak the language of the 
Church or of secular men. Tran slations 
in s imple rather than literary language 
a re a lready advanced in a nwnber of 
languages - English, French, Por tu-
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150th 
Anniversary Advance 

American Bible 

Society 

1966 

The beginning of a new 

missionar y era to place 

God's Word into t he 

hands of t he masses of 

people of the world 

everywhere 

A. Devan ey. Inc .. N. Y. 

guese, Dutch, Norwegian- and are con
templated in various Asian languages. 
In Spa nish a n "ecclesias tica l" revision 
has appea red, a "scholarly" trans lation 
is in progress, and a "popular" trans
lation has been published. 

GOD'S WORD FOR TODAY 

Simultaneous ly, the importance of 
the Word of God for the man of 
today should be made known and de
veloped through the press, radio a nd 
other means of mass communication. 
Distribution methods ought to be r e
considered a nd adapted to present 
needs and possibilities. 

The Bible Societies realize that an 
intens ification of Scriptu re dis tribution 
b only possible if t he churches give 
t heir full support. Local churches pro
vide a framework for such a ct ion a nd 
the Bible Societies can help in training 
their distr ibutors. Initial systematic 
visitation of homes by the fai thful is 
fo llowed by visits "in dep th" to those 
who have a ccepted a copy of the Gospel 
and have begun to read i t. T hey are 
visited again if necessary ; they a 1·e in
vited to meet among themselves, in 
small groups, for Bible study. Later 
they are directed to ex isting churches. 

DISTRIBUTING THE BIBLE 

This method has been employed with 
remarkable success in various coun tries 
of Latin America. It is going t o be 

taken up sys tematically in Japan. It 
has been applied in Africa and is prac
ticed extens ive ly in t he United States 
and increasingly in India. It provides 
a task for the laity, a base for evangeli
zation, a goa l for building up the ~ar
ish, as well as giving meaning to Bible 
s tudy a nd to the religious exercises of 
Christia ns. 

The ha rvest is ripening. A church in 
Tanganyika has doubled its member
ship in three years , reports a bishop, 
"s imply because we were not content to 
rely on t he one Bible Van in East Af
rica, but got each member of t~e 
church with a car to devote part of his 
time to vis iting t he m arkets and selling 
copies of the Scrip tures." 

A N JMi\IBNSE HARVEST 
In Nigeria a first consignment of the 

New Testament was en tirely sold out 
on arrival. Last year thousa nds of col
lege s tudents in the Philippines rushed 
for free copies df the B ible . In Bang
kok, an enti rely Buddhis t area, t he 
churches a nrl Bible Society djstributed 
over 100,000 Gospels . I n Taiwan th.e 
number of Bibles circulated has multi
pl ied in t he last few years. At Bang.ui, 
in the heart of Africa, the missiona ries 
have asked for a n urgent printing of 
100,000 Bibles a nd 250,000 New Tes ta
ments. T he Bible Society of Brazil has 
ordered two mmion Gospel Portions. 
Local churches a nd Bible Societies to-
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day work in full cooperation in certain 
markets in Fran ce a nd in various towns 
in Belgium. 

The Bible Societies are looking fur
ther a head. There would be a n im
mense harvest in t he thousands of vil
lages of India a nd Southeast Asia a nd 
in Africa if one Gospel could be put 
in to the hand of every child finishing 
his prima ry school educa tion, to be read 
a loud to those who cannot read. What 
possibilities the re would be if each 
Christian cou ld be induced to g ive a 
Gospel or a New Testament once a 
month to a neighbor, a colleague, a n 
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THE PRECIOUS WORD OF GOD 
"Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might n ot sin aga inst thee . . . . Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my p a th" (Psalm 119:11 and 105 ) . 

.,.,°'J 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
in Greek and Latin published by Eras
mus of Rotterdam in 1516. (Gutenberg 

Museum in Mainz, Germa ny). 

acquaintance, and help him discover 
the Message! 

What a help it would be if each 
Christia n in the West, between t he 
ages of 20 and 60, would undertake to 
give, each month, the price of a Bible 

or of 3 New T estaments or of 20 Gos
pels so t hat copies could be provided 
to t hose who do not yet have access 
to the Word. 

The present r estricted work of t he 
churches is not e nough. Work planned 
on a large scale, yet on t he personal 
a nd individua l level, is becoming the 
only possible formula for evangeliza
t ion a nd mission. In order to assure the 
effectiveness of this formula, the ScriP
tures must be given the central place 
to which they a re reverting. 

THE . CflIPTURES FOR THE 
W ORLD 

On the spot-and not thousands of 
miles away in London or New York-

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
150th ANNIVERSARY ADVANCE 

1966 
PURPOSE of Anniversory Progrom-" God' s Word for a now Age" through the United 

Bib le Societies: 

" We have determined, by the help of God , on o world d rive on a sca le we have 
never dreamed of before-a world drive of Scripture within the next three years. At 
present it is about 50 m illion copies. We hope, we plan, we inte nd to raise t hat to 
150 million copies-by the e nd of 1966." 

OUR SHARE AS NORTH AMERICAN BAPTISTS 
North American Baptists, cooperating w ith the American Bible Society through 

o ur Bible Day observance and fund, wi ll participote in this 150th anniversary observance. 
Walch for furthe r information about these plans and tho di stribution of literature. 

GOD'S WORD FOR A NEW AGE 
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most of the r esponsibility for the work 
of the Bible Societies w ill have to re
s ide. 

Occasional meetings, u nder the aus
p ices of the United Bible Societies, of 
representa tives of independent Bible 
Societies and national Agencies of t he 
same region, are working out plans to 
excha nge ideas a nd experiences. 

In Mexico, not in New York or Lon
don, we now find a functional center 
for Latin American Bible work. There, 
publicity, djstribu tion, m arket research 
and promotion arc a rranged. This ex
perie nce of Mexico would lead one to 
think that other similar centers mjght 
be created in other pa rts of the world. 

OUR l\11 ION ARY TASK 
Most Bible Societies, it seems, suffer 

from the difficulty of findjng a nd main
taining a live, dyn a mjc contact with 
the churches of the ir countries. 

The missionary task of the Church is 
greater and more pressing than ever. 
The r esponsibility of assui·ing the 
availa bility of the Scriptures as the 
spearhead of missionary action rests 
w ith the Bible Societies. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Word of the ever-lasting God, 

Will of his glorious Son; 
Without thee how could earth be trod, 

Or heaven itself be won? 

Lord, g rant us a ll a right to learn 
The wisdom it imparts; 

And to its heavenly teaching turn, 
With s imple, childlike hearts. 

- Bernard Barton 
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NoT LONG AGO, radio sta
tion WAIT placed two cows in a win
dow of Carson Pirie Scott & Company, 
one of Chicago's leading department 
stores. Both cows had earphones. One 
cow listened to the "contented music" 
of t he station; the other heard rock 
'n' roll all day. You can guess what 
happened. The cow with t he musical 
die t of all rock 'n' roll became rest
less, upset, agitated-and t he experi
ment had to be called off. The other 
cow did famously-even gave approxi
mately 100 pounds more milk than the 
upset cow in t he same length of time. 

This is only one of the illustrations 
used by Vic Erickson, commercial art
ist, musician, a nd CmusTSAN LIFE Mag
(IZine art director, in his Teen-age 
Seminar on Music to point up the ef
fect of musical listening habits. The 
kids Jove it. Now heard by teen-agers 
in m a ny parts of the country, the four 
"cartoon ta lks" which make up t he 
seminar are not des igned to tell the 
kids "It's all wrong- throw it out," 
but to say, "Examine it." 

LOADED QUESTIONS 
The Sunday before Erickson begins 

. · of flip-chart talks, he has the 
his series . t "Music Interests 
teen-aaers fill ou a 
Questi~nnaire. " 

1 
ded. What kind of 

Q c are oa · ues ions . te~ to-classical, rock 
music do you Ji: gospel songs, etc.? 
·n' roll. popuJai · _. do you enjoy
What types _of musi~hestra? What is 
male solo. piano,. o:ta 1 ion? Where do 
your favorite radJO_ ? F or 11ow many 
you listen 10 musi_c. records in your 
hours'! Who buys the . ten ing? 
home? Who regulale<> Jis 
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Musical ReforIDer 

Jars Youth 
"If we live the truly Christian life, what relation

ship does Christ have to the kind of music we listen 

to?" asks this artist-musician and father of typical 

teenagers. "Could cer tain music be wrong for one 

but acceptable to another person?" 

The Story of Vic Erickson 

by Janice Gosnell Franzen 

In one sampling of 499 question
na ires, 43.9% of the Christian kids in 
the Chicago area listened t o the teen 
"rock" station. Only 10.2% listened to 
a Christian Station. 

More than 20% of the teens regulat
ed the type of music listened to in their 
home. In more than 25% of t he cases, 
no one supervised listening habits . If 
bedlam reigned, the parents usually 
shouted, "Turn it down"-without hope 
or more t han five minutes of peace. 

F ollow-up ques tionnaires on the four 
seminars have brought amazing results. 
P arents are pleased, too, as shown in a 
final session held just for them. 

E rickson's in terest in the musical 
tast es of teens is a na tura l. H is own 
background includes having played the 
organ in three different churches, di
recting a choir, a nd conducting Scan
dinavian string bands both here a nd in 
Norway. 

VI C ERICKSON 
However, Erickson is no "long ha ir" 

--in spite of his beard which he wears 
wit h pride. He bel ieves implicitly in a 
varied musica l diet for everyone-

VIC ERICKSON 

Mr. Vic Erickson of Wheaton, Illi
nois (see h is picture on page 37, top 
of column 3 l is the Christian artis t 
for our publications and denomina 
tional literature. He designed t he 
attractive front cover for the 1965 
ANNUAL. He is deeply in terested 
in l ead ing young people t o the 
finer things of life-in music and in 
thought. 

adults as well as teens-and has in
s isted on this in his own home. The 
musical fare there includes good secu
lar as well as sacred music. 

His wife, who both plays the piano 
and sings in t he choir, has gone along 
with him on this. Although two of their 
three teen-agers have shown some in
terest in music (Gloria, 13, plays th e 
fl ute in the school band, and J erry, 16, 
at one time took violin lessons) none 
are outstanding musicians. They're 
just typical kids. 

But t heir musical taste never ran to 
rock 'n' roll. E rickson didn't question 
this until he began to talk music to his 
Sunday school class of J unior H igh 
boys. 

Then things began to pop. A survey 
or his pupils astonished him: 

What is your favorite music? Rocle 
'n' roll. 

Who regulates the music you listen 
to? Nobocly. 

Where do you liste n to music ? 
Honie. 

So E rickson's first talk was directed 
to h is own class. He called it "What's 
Cookin' on Your Radio?" 

l\fUSICAL TASTES 
In it, Erickson compared musical 

tastes with taste in food, poin ting ?ut 
how soon a teen would tire of nothing 
but ice cream all day. Cartoons, clever 
but pulling no punches, took in t he 
whole gamut of the arts to show t~e 
modern trend toward "sickness" 1n 
each. 

"Smu t ty literature is a $3 billion _a 
year business," he stated tu r ning his 
flip chart to show an offbeat character. 
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Then he pulled an actual copy of Mad 
from under his character's arm and 
threw it away. 

"Don't let the world squeeze you into 
its mold," he insisted, flipping the page 
to show a g lobe with the question, "Are 
you a conformist?" 

When Erickson removed the world's 
surface, a teen twisted inside the 
world's shape was revealed. The kids 
laughed- but got the point. 

Painting is deteriorating, too, E1;ck
son told the teens, and compared the 
meaningless canvasses of our country 
with the clean, "exalt Russia" work of 
the Soviet Union. For example, the Met 
had one painting ups ide down for four 
weeks before anyone discovered the 
mistake, he said. 

CAUTOON MESSAGES 
After giving his first talk, Erickson 

felt that evidence pointed to the need 
for others. Three followed: ''The Chris
tian and Secular Music," "The Chris
t ian and Sacred Music," and a pa nel of 
musicians from the partic ipating 
church. 

In these cartoon messages, Erickson 
uses taped music. When he talks about 
secular music (any music not intended 
to glorify God- but not necessai;Jy bad 
music) he has the group try to identify 
commercials without lyrics. Not only 

do the kids recognize eight or nine of 
the ten, but they know the words as 
well. 

"These are really 'hidden persuad
ers ' " Erickson says pointing out the 
influence of music on the choices they 
make. 

All lectures are heavily documented 
with quotes from such secular maga
zines as Time which also have dis
paraged the lack of standards in to
day's music but never are "stuffy." 

"Young people, please examine wha t 
you're doing," is Erickson's plea. 

Mimi Benzel!, popular entertainer in 
Chicago's sophisticated Empire Room 
knows the score, too, Erickson says, 
quoting her : "Rock and roll stultifies 
tastes and endangers any chance of a 
young person developing a wholesome 
attitude to love and marriage." 

SACRED MUSIC 
The session on "The Christian and 

Sacred Music" defines hymns and gos
pel songs; intersperses much humor 
("cross an owl and a goat and you get 
a hootenanny"), and sprinkles many 
quotes-"Let's stop exalting the jerks." 

Even the Bea ties come in for their 
share of ribbing. When Erickson re
moves the characteristic ha ir on one of 
the drawings, four crawling creatures 
with a similar name are revealed. 

TEENAGERS AND MUSIC OF TODAY 
In one sampling of 499 q u estionnaires, 43.9% of Christian kids in the Chicago are a 
listened to the teen "rock" station. Only 10.2 % listened to a Christian station. 

reports Erickson. 
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When parents first heard of Erick
son's series, many were skeptical. 

"Don' t be so concerned about young 
people," he was told . "Roel' .. n' roll is 
just a fad." 

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS 
"But fads can leave scars, too," 

Erickson rejoined, relating the story of 
his bout w it h an axe head in his youth. 
He knew it was loose as he chopped 
wood day after day- but it hadn't 
come off yet. One day i t did, howe,·er , 
a nd Erick;;on, who nearly lost a leg, 
still bears t he scar even t hough the leg 
seems normal. So Erickson. in his last 
session for t he parents of all the teens 

(Con tinned on page 64 J 
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CONVENTION HALL, MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 
Here in this s p aciou s Convention Ha ll a n d in these fabulous surroundings, the 11th Ba ptist World Congress will b e h eld 

June 25 to 30. 1965. 

Baptists Invade the U. S. Vacation Capital 
The largest assemblage of Baptists will meet for the 11th Baptist World Congress in Miami Beach, 
Florida from June 25 to 30, 1965 and will go adventuring to many scenic places of the state of Florida, 

By Dr. M. L. Leuschner from BW A Announcements and Florida Leaflets 

J N 1965 T H E larges t a nd t he 
mos t colorful gathering of Ba ptists 
ever held in the world will take over 
Mia mi Beach, F lorida a nd will fill the 
s treets a nd buildings there with "the 
songs of Zion." From J une 25 to 30, 
1965 t he 11t h Bapt is t Wor ld Congr ess 
will convene in t his fabulous vacat ion 
isla nd called Mia mi Beach with a spec
ta cul a r program that w ill a ttract t ens 
of t housands of Ba pt ists from 115 
countries of t he world and w ill lure 
ma ny more t housands to the out-of
door sessions in the Ora nge Bowl s ta
dium. 

25 M ILLI ON BAPTI STS 

Ba ptis ts cons titute t he fastes t grow
ing major denom ination in world Chris
tendom. In America t hey a re a ffi liated 
in 29 different convent ions a nd asso
cia tions, of whom our Nor th American 
Bapt is t Genera l Conference represents 
a vir ile a nd fervent segment. There 
are officia l records of Baptis t congre
gations a nd conferences in 115 coun
tries of t he world wi t h a total member
ship of more t ha n 25 m illion. Most of 
them a re united in t he fellowship of 
1 he Baptist World All ia nce. 

T hough they spea k a t housand di f
feren t dialects a nd t hough t he color of 
t he ir skin is of mgny hues, t hese mil
lions of Baptis ts profess "One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of ll. ll , who is a bove a ll , and 
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through a ll and in you all" (Eph. 4 :5-
6). T heir earthly link, one w it h a n
other, is the Baptist World Allia nce. 

PREVIOU S CONGRESSE S 

Dr. J osef Nordenha ug, general secre
t ary of the Baptis t World Allia nce, 
with headquarters in Washington, D. C. 
has said: "F ew Ba pt is ts realize wha t 
t he Bapt is t World Allia nce ca n mean 
in this world as a n a gency of communi
cation, a voice for huma n freedom 
a nd human r igh ts, a channel of a id to 
t he people in need, a forum of our con
victions, a nd a ca talys t fo r fellowship 
of Bapt is ts in 115 lands." 

T his Ba ptis t Congress is held only 
every fifth year. T he last t ime it con
vened in the United S tates was in 1950 
at Clevela nd, Ohio where the Baptist 
pa rade th rough t he downtown s treet s, 
the great mass meet ings in Cleveland's 

BAPTI ST WORLD CONGRESS 
MIAMI BEACH , FLORIDA 

JU1''E 25-30, 1965 
Registration forms will be avail

able in all churches a fter J an. 5, 
1965. 

F urther program a nnouncements 
will appear in our denomina tional 
publications. 

Litera ture about availa ble hotels 
will be dis tributed soon. 

For more in forma tion write to 
Promotional Secretary, 7308 Madi
son St.. Fores t Park, Illinois. 

ba seball stadium , and t he packed ses
s ions in the Clevela nd Auditorium left 
a n indelible impression on the thou
sa nds in a t tenda nce. 

GREAT CON GRESS OF 1939 
The largest sess ions of t he Ba ptist 

World Congress held thus far were in 
1939 a t At la n ta, Georg ia, in the heart 
of the Southland . The baseba ll park of 
the Crackers Team of Atla nta was 
filled to overflowing with 60,000 Ba p
t is ts on a hot Sunday af ternoon to 
hear the late Dr. George W. True t t. No 
other Cong ress has surpassed t he at
te ndance records of the da y by day 
sessions of t he 1939 Confe rence. Since 
the 1965 Congress w ill again be meet
ing in the south where B apt is ts a re in 
t he prepondera nce a nd where Bapt is t 
churches a re a lmost around every cor
ner , it is expected t hat t hese sessions 
will be t remendous in size a nd t hr ill ing 
in enthusiasm. 

To be sure , the 50th anniversary pro
gram of t he 9th Ba pt ist World Con
gress in Loudon, E ngla nd, m ee ting a t 
t he bi rthpla ce of t he fi rs t ga ther ing, 
was memorable for its im pact on Eu
ropea n life a nd Chris tia n t hought. Sim
ilarly the 1960 Congr ess in Rio de J a
neiro, Brazil , meeting for t he fi rst time 
in t he coni inent of South America , 
r eached a new height of inspiration 
with well attended sessions a nd a 
ma mmoth eva ngelis t ic mass meeting a t 

1965 A NNUAL 



the soccer s t adium with Billy Graham 
as the speaker. But now in Miami 
Beach, Florida, wi thin reach of every 
North American Baptist, you will have 
a n opportunity to be an eye w itness of 
these g lorious congress sessions and to 
shar e in this contagious enthusiasm of 
our fellowship in the greatest Baptist 
Congress of a ll times! 

I>ROGRAl\'l HIGHLIGHTS 

H ighlights of the 11th Baptist World 
Congress at Miami Beach have been 
announced. They will deepen t he desire 
of eve ry Ba pt ist in North America to 
try to be t here for these golden, un
forgettable days. 

Dr. Theodor e F. Adams of Richmond, 
Va., cha irman of the Program Com
mittee for the Congress, has announced 
that the theme will be "And the Truth 
Shall Make You Free" (John 8 :32). 
The five evening sessions will be in the 
Orange Bowl in Miamj, while the 
morning mee tings will be in the Miami 
Beach Convention Hall. 

The Oratorio, "What is Man?" will 
be t he program feature on the night of 
June 29. This oratorio, written for the 
Baptis t Jubilee, received a standing 
ovation after its firs t performance at 
the Baptis t Jubilee Celebration in At
lantic City, USA, in May, 1964. Dr. 
Billy Graham will preach in the Orange 
Bowl meetings on two evenings, Sat
urday and Sunda y. Dr. Joao Soren of 
Rio de J aneiro, the Alliance president, 
will g ive his address on the Congress' 
opening night. 

Morning session programs will fea
ture the work of several study com
missions. Afternoon meetings will be 
divided into interest groups: Men, 
Women, Youth, Pastors, Theological 
T eachers, a nd Radio and Television. 
The closing meeting of the Congress 
will include a resume of the highlights 
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FIRST REGISTRATIONS FOR MIAMI BEACH CONGRESS 
At Atlantic City, N. J., last May Dr. Joao Soren of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (sea led) 
registers for the 11th Baptist World Congress in Miami Beach, Florida as Bob Denny 

(right) announces plans for the Congress. 

of the Congress and the Coronation ad
dress. 

NO RACIAL DISCRii\'llNATION 
Members of the Baptist World Alli

ance Executive Committee have s ta ted 
with assurance that there will be no 
racial discrimination when the 11th 
Baptist World Congress meets in M i
ami Beach. Conrad Willard, Mia mi, 
Fla., said that registration ca rds do not 

indka te the race of t he person r egister
ing, a nd that hotel rooms will b e as
signed without r eference to race. Res
taurant s vvill not d iscrimina te, he sa id. 

Thom as Smith, Convention Bureau 
director for Miami Beach, said t ha t 
Miami Beach had integrated for con
ventions nearly 15 years ago and t hat 
m a ny integrated conventions have met 
t here . Jer r y A. Moore, W ashington, 
D. C., representing t he National Bap-

THE 1964 BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Members of the BWA Executive Committee at its m eeting in Hamburg. G ermany, August 17-21, 1964. Dr. Frank H. Woyke is 

a1 extreme left, top row. 
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t ist Conven tion, USA, Inc., a nd John 
W illiams, of Kansas City, Mo., USA, 
represen ting t he National Baptis t Con
vention of America, America's two 
largest Negro groups, expressed satis
faction with t he Miami Beech a rrange
ments .. . 

M r. -Willard said that 7,000 hotel 
r ooms have been set aside for the Con
gress and t hat more than half of them 
are a t a rate of $5 or less per person, 
double occupancy. Special buses will 
provide t ransportation from hotels to 
the meeting places. 

REGISTRATION CARDS 
R egistration cards and fur ther infor

mat ion a bout hotel accommodations 
can be secured by writ ing to Nor th 
American Baptists, 7308 Madison 
Street, Forest Park, Ill. The Deauville 
Hotel has been selected as the head
quart ers hotel, and the accommoda
t ions t here have been largely reserved. 
Further informa tion in art icles about 
1 he Congress will appear in the pages 
of t he "Baptist Herald." 

At Miami Beach you will be a ble to 
see in t he pictorial exhibits and in the 
display of literature how these m illions 
of Baptists fellowship and work to
ge ther to make Christ known through
out the world as Savior and Lord. 

ROLL CALL OF NATIONS AT BAPTIST CONGRESS 
In the impressive Roll Ca ll of Nations a l Rio d e Janerio. Brazil in 1960 Dr. Frank 
H. W oyke . ou r executive secretary. resp onded for the Baptists of the United States. 

T he key to t he All iance's effective 
fellowship and service is t he co-op
era tion of Baptist groups with one an
other. The service of relief would be 
impossible without t he full hearted 
co-operation of t hose who are more for -

tunate. Mission wor k a nd evangelism 
are aided mightily as leaders from 
many Baptist conventions counsel to
gether. 

SIX BAPTIS·.r COlHl\flSSI ONS 
Six commissions have been organized 

within t he framework of the Alliance 

BILLY GRAHAM MEETS THE PRESS 
Billy Graham. world famous evangelis t. will s peak a t t w o mammoth out-of-door 
services in the O rang e Bowl al Miami Beach. Florida during the 11th Baptist 

World Congress. 
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for the co-operativ·~ study of problems 
facing world Bap tists. More t ha n 100 
denominational leaders and scholars 
meet a nnually for d il igent t hought on 
t hese matters of common interest. 

With what are t hese commissions 
concerned? 

The Commission on Religious L iber ty 
is studying t he biblical basis for free
dom of religious expression and seeking 
to br ing fr eedom to those spots of t he 
world where i t is denied. The Com
mission on World Peace gives atten
tion to pr onouncements of Christian 
principles essential to harmony be
tween people a nd nations. 

The Commission on Evangelism, of 
which Dr. Frank H. Woyke is t he 
cha irman, a nd the Commission on Bible 
St udy and Membership Training are 
seeking to find, and to ma ke available 
to all, the most effective methods of 
winning the people to the Savior and 
using them in the churches. 

T he Commission on World Missions 
is studying the problems of m issions 
in the modern world a nd seek ing 
means whereby various convention 
g roups can cover t he field most effec
tively. Two commissions are theologi
cal, studying t he doctrine of the church 
and t he doctrine of baptism. 

The Bapt ist World Alliance thus 
serves as a fellowship t hrough w hich 
the weak and t he strong, united in 
common faith share their strength a nd 
dedication with each other. In so doing, 
it plays a vital part !n fulfill ment of 
the vast program outlined by Christ in 
the Great Commission. 

l\'II AMI BEACH ATTR ACTIONS 
There are few who will dispu te the 
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proud claim of Miami Beach to be the 
"vaca t ion capita l of t he United States." 
For the fi rst time vis itor, t he first im
pression of Miami Beach is one of awe. 
It's truly a fan tastic sight. And its 
beauty is breath taking. 

The first lime visitor has read about 
it, heard a bout it, seen postcards of it, 
but Miami Beach just doesn't register 
- he just doesn't get the picture-
until he has experienced it for himself. 

Mile a fter mile of pastel-shaded ho
tels {nearly 400 of them ), and apart
men t bui ldings {no less than 2700)
a nd ne ighboring Miami has hundreds 
more plus motels a ll around-the 
world's g rea test concentra tion of re
sorts, g litter ing in the sunshine like 
French pastry, white and pink and 
chartreuse, every light shade you can 
think of, and decorated a round the 
edges with palm trees and lush tropical 
plants and brilliantly hued flowers. 

Wide, warm sandy beaches and the 
blue Atlantic stretching away to the 
east (you can see the definite boun
daries of the gr een Gulf s tream as it 
curves toward shore); Indian Creek, 
its banks a lmost a solid mass of boats, 
just across Collins avenue to the west , 
a nd then, just across the narrow spit of 
land lhat is the city of Miami Beach, 
Lhe wide waters of Biscayne bay, sepa
rating il from the also excit ing city 
of Miami. 

T ROPICAL F LOWERS 
An endless la ndscape of tropical 

flowers, not only a round the well
groomed hotels and apartments, but in 
the lovely res idential a reas, the immac
ulate villas, and more modest homes
flame vines cascading from the roofs; 
yellow a lamanda vine climbing trellises 
and covering fences; clusters of red, 
orange, and purple bougainvillea, crim
son poinsettia, orange African tulip, 
red hibiscus, multi-colored bird of para
dise, and flam ing red poinciana. 

Its bright sunshine and sub-tropic 
climate, and above a ll, its spa rkling 
cleanliness 1nd neatness- no weeds, no 
ugly vacant Jots, no unkempt hedges 
or lawns or parkways, no debris floa t
ing in the bayous, canals and water
ways, no litter, even afte r a recent hur
ricane, a long its lovely, winding streets. 
Its ci tizens a re proud of the city's 
beauty and work at it to keep it that 
way. A man who neglects to cut his 
lawn will find a c ity c rew manicuring 
it and a bill in his mail a few days 
la ter. E\·en the palm trees get regular 
"haircuts." 

GREATER i\ll Al\11 AREA 
The greater Miami area offers a 

tour of fascina ting sightseeing attrac
tions covering everything from a lliga
tors to zinnias. 

At Indian villages, a s tone's throw 
from downtown Miami, gaily garbed 
Seminoles live in thatched roof huts 
and cook over open fires, much as their 
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ancestors did. Here, too, "braves" 
wrestle alligators. 

At the Orchid Jungle, just south of 
the city, a ll type3 of t ropical flowers 
and foliage, :ncluding zinnias, are dis
played in a na tural setting. 

Just north of the city is the Span
ish monastery, the oldest building in 
the western hemisphere. The clois ter, 
more than 800 years old, was brought 
to this country from Spain, stone by 
stone, and reassembled under the guid-

erative venture of t he city of Miami 
and the Tokyo industrialist, Kiyoshi 
Ichimura. It features an authentic tea
house, a rbor, pagoda, seven hand 
carved stone la nterns, an 8 ton, 8 foot 
high statue of Hotei, god of prosperity, 
waterfall and lagoon as well as lush 
landscapes. 

Most meaningful of a ll Miami at
tractions is the Torch of Friendship, re
newed in honor of the late President 
John F . Kennedy. Surmounting an 18 

JOHN SMYTH MEMORIAL CHURCH, AMSTERDAM 
Baptists from a ll Europe and some othe r contine nts p a r ticipate d in dedicaiion 
services for tho John Smyth Memorial Bap tist Church in Ams te rdam last s ummer. 
The church , e recte d with contributions from Bap tists around the world, serves as 
a m emorial to John Smyth w ho organized the first Baptist chu rch of modern times 
at Amsterdam in 1609. Mr. Sm yth is known a s the found er of the m od ern Baptist 

m ovement. 

ance of art agents of the late William 
Randolph Hearst. 

One of Miami's most popular attrac
tions is the Wax Museum at the north
ern gateway to the city. Li fe-s ized 
d ioramas of famous political, military 
(including Astronaut John Glenn ), and 
sports figures are presented in histor
ically accurate surroundings. 

GAJ~DENS AND PARKS 
One of Miami's newest a ttractions

popular with residents as well as tour
ists-is the San-Ai-An Japanese garden 
at Watson I sland on the MacArthur 
causeway. 'l'he facility, free and open 
da ily from 9 A.M. to 6 P .M., is a coop-

foot stone shaft is a perpetually burn
ing flame symbolizing t he bonds of 
brotherhood between the peoples of 
Miami and Latin America. It is in Bay
front park near the downtown area. 

l\IIAJ\II E .:\.QUARI Ul\I 
The Miami Seaquarium is 15 minutes 

from downtown via Rickenbacker 
causeway. Spread over 50 acres, it fea
tures two large viewing tanks, 28 small 
tanks, sea lion ::imphitheater, a large 
channel for marine species \\"hich re
quire constantly flowing water, and its 
greatest a ttraction a monorail. 

An assortment of rare and exotic 
( Continued on page 6SJ 
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The People of God's Word 
North American Baptists in their history and present ministry hcive been called to be a people of God's 
Word, disciplined by his will, chastened by his judgrnent, and graced with his saving and eternal Presence. 

By Dr.William A. Mueller of New Orleans, Louisiana delivering this historical address at the 34th General 

Baptists are often calle d "The People 
of God's Word" which honors their wit
ness if they are faithful to this ascription. 
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Conference, Sacramento, California. 

Texts: 1 Corint hians 10:11 'and 
Acts 2:41-47. 

w HEN I BEGAN my minis
try a mong you in 1926 a t the High 
Street Baptist Church of Buffalo, New 
York, little did I d ream that one day 
I would address the Centennial Session 
of the North American Baptist Gener
a l Conference. I am grateful beyond 
words for this honor and privilege that 
is mine in this hour, for some of you 
may know that s ince 1936 I have been 
moving within the Ame1·ican Baptist 
Convention, and since 1948 within t he 
Southern Baptist Convention, even 
though we as a family belonged until 
1940 to a North American Bapt ist 
church in Philadelphia. 

I was ordained in April 1927 in Buf
falo, N. Y., with R ev. W. S. Argow 
acting as clerk of the council and Dr. 
Edwin Dahlberg as its moderator. The 
late and esteemed P rofessor Lewis 
Kaiser, my beloved teacher a t t he Sem
inary, preached the ordination sermon 
on 2 Cor. 5 :20. And now at last I a m 
supposed to be the historian of our his
t ory, for you have asked me to write 
the 125th a nniversary history of the 
Confere nce. 

But now to our message a nd the 
theme that sha ll engage our attention 
in t he moments that remain, THE 
PEOPLE Ofi' GOD'S WORD! 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

This very theme implies and puts 
forth a confession of faith. When the 
late Dr. 0. E. K rueger reported in 
1939 on ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF 
GERMAN BAPTIST HISTORY IN 
AMERI CA he pointed out that God had 
his hand in the emergence of our work. 
He said : 

"The German Baptist conqiiest in 
North America is rnarlced by four out
standing characteris t ics: First of all, it 
fa marlced /Jy t he ini.tiative of the Holy 
Spirit. The movement came from with
in, not f rom without. No one man, no 
gmup of men said: 'Let us go to now 
amd organize a German Baptist project 
on the continent of North America.' It 
i.s decidedly not the worlc of one man; 
it is decidedly ?Wt the offspring of Ger
m.an Baptist work in Germany; it is 
decidedly not t he offspring of the Eng
lish-spealcing Baptists of the U11Jited 
States. It sprang up like Jonah's gourd, 
but ttnlike Jonah's goiird it sprnng iip 
in va?•ious sections of the coiintry si-

multaneonsly. Of coiirse, it did not 
grow up so rapidly, but it h~is been 
growing a hundred years, and it refus
es to wither." 

What do these words of Dr. Kruger 
suggest to us? This is what I learn 
from these words, tha t those who pio
neered our work on t his continent were 
men a nd women led by the secret 
providence of the Everlasting God, our 
Help in ages past a nd our H ope for 

"THUS SAITH THE LORDI" 
Like the prophets of old, God's people 
are calle d upon to preach the Word and 
proclaim Chris t Crucified as the Savior 

of the World. 

years to come! Men like Konrad Anton 
Fleischmann knew themselves to be 
pilgrims seeking a city whose builder 
and maker is the living God ! Indeed we 
are the fruits of t heir labors, a rduous 
and painful, of their dreams a nd 
prayers whir.h they uttered in the 
vigils of the night when they wrestled 
with the Lord to know and discern his 
will for t heir lives. THE PEOPL E OF 
GOD'S WORD ! That's what we have 
been, t hat is what we confess to be 
this very holy hour, a nd, pray God, may 
we ever resolve to rema in the people 
of God's Word! 

THUS S AITH THE LORD ! 
Of course, when we confess our

selves as being People of God's Word 
we tend to think, first of a ll, of the 
Bible which we cherish a nd honor, 
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MEMBERS OF THE LITERARY SOCIETY, " GERMANIA," 1897 
S emin a ry students in Rocheste r, N. Y., from the classes of 1897-1900 who formed one o f tw o literary S ocieties a t the S emina ry. 

w hich has been our guide these many 
years, yea, du ring t he centuries of the 
life of t he Church of J esus Christ. But 
m ay I remind you t hat there was 
a Jiving Church of our Lord on earth 
befor e there was a w ritten New Testa
m ent? T he ear ly Church "abode stead
fas tly in t he apostles' doctrine" before 
that li fe giving doctrine ha d become 
t he New Testament ! Their "Bible" was 
the Old T estament , a nd they quoted 
from it libera lly a nd freely. But even 
unde r the Old Covenant, the WORD 

OF GOD, as Ma rtin Luther well knew, 
was first of all t he living WORD OF 
JEHOVAH to Abra ham, to J oseph, to 
Moses a nd t o all the prophets who 
spoke in h is Na me ! 

"Thus saith the Lord!"- t h is t he 
prophets of old heard again a nd again ! 

"I a m God Almighty, wa lk be fore 
me, and be blameless !" (Gen. 17:1). 

T HE INCARNATE WOR D 
"The word of the Lord ca me to m e 

saying," t hus we read again and again 

in Holy Writ. J eremia h , t hough u n
w illing to be God 's herald a nd pr ophet , 
confesses that "his Word was like fi re 
in my b ones, " cleansing, bur ning, dis
t urbing, uprooting his very existence, 
a nd thrusting him out into t he turbu
lent world of h is day and time . "Thy 
Word have I h id in m y hea rt, lest I 
s in against 1hee," c ried the P salm ist of 
old, a nd fretful, fearful , d iscouraged 
disciples cried out, "Lord, upon thy 
\ Vord we w ill cas t ou t our nets !" 

H ere, my brethren, we are confront -

THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE DENOMINATION IN 1942 
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OLD DUNKARD CHURCH, PENNSYLVANIA 
In this old church in Blooming Grove, Lycoming County, Penn,, Konrad Anton Fleisch
mann preached ( 1839-1841 ) before he went to Philadelphia. Out of his work in this 

Dunkard community several G erman Baptist churches d eveloped . 

ed w ith the living Wor d of God, with 
God speaking directly through his 
Spirit to men of flesh and like pas
sions as we are. And the glorious cli
max of ail of God's speaking in divers 
manners to men of old occurs when 
"the \.Yord, the living Word, t he Logos 
of God, b e c a me flesh, and dwelt 
a mongst us, as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth." 
This living Word is none other than 
JESUS CHRIST, the incarnate Word 
of God, by whose death and resurrec
tion we are redeemed a nd have become 

members of t he PEOPLE OF GOD'S 
WORD, of GOD'S FAMILY, t he 
CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD! 

Thank God that in his goodness and 
providence we have now the written 
Word, the Bible, to be our rule of 
faith and practice. Holy men of old, 
driven by the Holy Spirit, have wr itten 
down whatever is needful for our in
struction, a dmonition, reproof, correc
tion, for doctrine, and for instruction 
in righteousness. (2 Tim. 3 :16). But 
le t us tha nk God even more for the 
Holy Spirit, the Paraklete, whom J e-

A MEMORIAL SERVICE HONORING REV. KONRAD A. FLEISCHMANN 
In 1871 the ministers attending the Eastern Conference held in the old Log Church 

(see page 5 of ANNUAL) near Williamsport. Pa., honored the memory of the pioneer 
pastor and man of God, Konrad Anton Fleischmann (picture at center) on the 25th 

anniversary of his death. 
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sus Christ, the Exa lted at the right 
hand of the Father, sen t to the wait
ing apostles and disciples on Pente
cost to lead them into a ll the truth 
concerning God, his gracious w ill and 
purpose for the salvation of mankind. 

VARIETY OF GIFTS 
Thank God, too, for t he variety of 

g ifts which through the Spirit he has 
bes towed upon THE PEOPLE OF 
GOD'S WORD. It has ever been so in 
the history of Chris t's Church. Think of 
the varieties of spiritual insight in 

AUGUST RAUSCHENBUSH 
One of the earliest pictures taken of him 
in Rochester, N. Y .. afte r h e became the 
teacher of a handful of ministerial s tu-

dents there in 1858. 

the early Chris tian communities ! Peter, 
J a mes, J ohn, Paul, Barnabas, and 
Apollos! Read t he epistles of t he New 
Testament and marvel. What con
tras ts between Peter a nd the Apostle 
Paul, what sharp conflicts they had 
twenty years after Peter's s trange and 
baffling experience in the house of 
Cornelius. Just read Galatians with an 
open mind. Yet, in the end, despite 
t heir deep differences, Peter a nd Paul 
knew themselves to be brothers in 
Christ, both haunted and led by God's 
increasing purpose for the redemption 
of the world! 

It was thus under the old Covena nt! 
God's servants were not automatons, 
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but persons w ith intelligence, will, deep 
passions a nd feelings. Abraham, the 
man of God, perfect in h is obedience, 
yet fearful of t he King of Egypt! 

REV. WILLIAM KUHN 
in the early days of his first pastorate 
at the Second Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 

( 1897-1913). 

Moses, emancipator of a nation, full of 
tremendous, almost volcanic drives, 
who sometimes despaired of God and 
his promises, but who, when God 

NORTHWESTERN CONFERENCE PASTORS AT FESSENDEN. N. D .• IN 1908. 
At the sessions of the Northwestern Conference held in Fessenden. N. Dak., June 8-
14. 1908 the historic decision was made to organize the Dakota Conference after a 
long debate and by the vote of 47 "Yea's" and 22 "No's." This picture. published 
for the first time, was taken on the steps of the Fessende n Court House. (Photo 

s ubmitted by August H. Seide ls. Jr.). 

threatened to des troy his faithless peo
ple, cried out in compassion, ''Lord, blot 
out my name from the Book of life, 
but let these thy people live !" Think of 
Gideon and J acob, schemers and cal
culating men, yet God got t hrough to 
them! Think of the princely Isaia h, the 
evangelist of the Old Covenant, or the 

fear ridden yet m ighty Jeremiah, or the 
thundering shepherd of Tekoa, Amos, 
the preacher of righteousness, a nd then 
of soulful, tragic, pain-racked Hosea . 

How different each was in his b ack
ground, his spiritual s tature, the m an
ner of his prophecy, the kind of re
sponse he made to t he A lmighty, yet 
withal they were truly men of God, 
w ho, amidst the disas ters of history 
and the unfaithfulness of Israel, un
fai lingly procla imed a nd lived God's 
Word and Will so that there might be a 
PEOPLE OF GOD'S WORD, disci
plined by his w ill, chastened by his 
judgment, and graced w ith his saving 
a nd eternal PRESENCE! 

GOD'S REDEMPTIVE WORD 
God's Word is indeed a creative and 

redemptive Word. By his Word the 
world ca me into being. By his Word \Ve 

humans live a nd m ove and have our 
being. By his Word we a re regenerated 
and made new, and by his Word we are 
kept un til t he final consummation of 
all things. 

THE SEMINARY STUDBNT BODY. ROCHESTER, N.Y .. IN 1925 

I say again, let us t hanl< God for the 
m an ifold manifes tations of God's Word 
among God's people. Sometimes as we 
read t he Bible we are bewildered by 
the variety of God's manner of speak
ing to men and dealing with men. That 
is true bot h with regard to the Old 
Tes ta ment a nd t he New Testament. 
vVe rea d of t heopha nies, angelic vis
tants, of dreams a nd v is ions, of oracles 
a nd voices through \.Vruch God tries to 
ge t close to "the heart of s inful, erring 
men." Then again God spea ks through 
natural events - earthquakes and 
s torm s, or t hr ough t he normal pro
cesses of na ture, or t h rough his mighty 

Students and faculty of the Seminary on the iron steps in front of the S eminary 
building at 246 Alexander St., Rochester, N. Y. William A. Mue ller. author of the 
article, 0 'The People of God's Word," is near the center. 3rd row from the top. 
Faculty m embers (seate d) are (left to right): Otto Koe nig. G. A. Schneider. A. J. 

Ramaker, Lewis Kaiser and F. W. C. Meyer. 
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made men! Most of them, with t he ex
ception of dear old August Rauschen
busch, were men w ith limited educa
tion! But self-made men? I rather say, 
these were God made men, God shaped 
men, each in his own peculiar stance, 
w ith his own strength and weakness, 
and each precious in God's eyes. 

It has been t hat way w ith those 
who formed t he second generation of 
leaders. Whether you think of Carl 
Bender or P a ul Gebauer , of WalteL· 
Rauschenbusch, of t he Rama kers, 
Koenigs or Lewis Kaiser, F ranz F rie
drich or Carl Daniel, Ott o K rueger or 
William Kuhn, or his father-in-law, 
G. A. Schulte, how different each 
from t he other, and yet how each 
man's ear was attuned to hear God's 
Word, God's living Word, according to 
his own capacity a nd in his own way! 

THE SACRAMENTO MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM 

T hanks be to God that God is able to 
shape his servants in the m a nner he 
knows best. Who wants to be a self
made man ;n a world of utter interde
pendence m orally, spiritually, political
ly and socially? Let us rather strive 
to be and ever more fully become God's 
men , moulded by h is Spirit, e ncom
passed by h is mercy, a nd r edeemed 
by his unfa iling L ove ! 

In this spacious auditorium the 34th North American Baptist General Conference 
was held, July 13 to 19, 1964, makjng ii the FIRST General Conference held in the 

state of California. 

deeds in history. 
But while the forms of God's reve

lation vary, God somehow again and 
again has broken through to us to seek 
us in our plight, to arrest us in our 

OUR INDIAN MISSIONARIES 
Rev. and Mrs. R. Neuman of the Indian 
Bull Reserve in Alberta, Canada and the 
Indian Mission Exhibit which they pre -

pare d for the General Conference. 

fl ig ht from his love a nd to reclaim us 
for h is own. In a sense a ll these variant 
form5 o f his revela t ion have a lso been, 
as Kroeker has well pu t it, eine V er
menschlich ung des Goet llichen. But 
God's Word again a nd a gain has be 
com e f le sh , a nd, a t last , his full m a ni
festat io n is in HIM w ho is "God in the 
flesh, t he Word of God in the ultimate 
sense, even Ch r ist .Jesus our Lord ! 
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EARLY PIONEERS 
Here I give thanks for the gr eat var

iety of men a nd women who have b een 
part of our little Zion and who have 
characterized us as a PEOPLE OF 
GOD'S WORD! When I think of t he 
early pioneers, of Fleischma nn, August 
Ra uschenbusch, Esche nbach, Carl Gay
er, S hoemaker, a nd Andreas H enrich, 
what differentia t ed characters they 
were. Each was one of God's originals. 
Som etimes we say : These were self-

Let us, a ll of us, people and pastors, 
exercise the "universal priesthood of 
all believers" and hear again the Word 
of the Lord who said to John of Pat
mos : 

John to the sei;en churches which are 
in A sia : Grace be to y01i, and peace, 
f r om him which is, and which was, and 
w hich is to come, and from the seven 
Spi.rits w hich are before his throne, 
and frorn JESUS CHRIST, w ho is the 
fai.thfu,l i uitness, and the first begot-

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE IN SESSION 
The closing session and Communion Service of the 34th General Conference in 
Sacramento, Calif.. with the b eautiful Capitol picture and the timely Confe rence 

theme in the distance. 
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t en of the dead, and the p rince of the 
kings of the earth . U nt o h im that loved 
us, and washed ns f rom, onr sins fo. his 
own bloocl, a11d hath made iis k ings and 
pr iest s nnto Goel mul his F ather : t o 
him, be g lory and clominion for ever 
and ever . Amen! 

OBE DIBNCE TO TH E HEAVENLY 
VISION 

When Kon rad Anton F leischma nn r e
ceived the request from George Muel
ler to go to America in order to minis
ter to needy Germa n immigrants, he 

GREETINGS IN JAPANESE! 
In the play , "So S end I You!" presented 
at th e 34th G en eral Con feren ce, Mission 
a ry Sukut (rig ht) w e lcomes Hisa shi 
Murakami into the ranks of Christian 

fe llows hip a nd service. 

went like Abraha m of old "in to a land 
he knew not of," w ithou t any assur
a nces whatever . No sala ry, no earthly 
props, no congregat ion that called him, 
jus t t he ca ll of God's Word to him 
m ediated t hr ough one of his servants 

MISSIONARIES WALTER AND BARBARA SUKUT 
The Sukuts , missionaries in Japa n , a re showing a Shinto Home Shrine which w a s 
a part of the colorful and informative Japan exhibit at the Sacramen to G en eral 

Conference. 

in the British Isles. 
There you have aga in t he "divine 

foolishness" of the Gospel of wh ich 
Pa ul speaks in F irst Corin thians. 

August Ra uschenbusch followed t he 
g lea m of God's Truth when he aban
doned, in t he spir i t of obedience to 
God's summons, a prosperous E vangeli
cal Luthera n cong regat ion to sail for 
t he USA in 1845 ! ·wha t a contrast be
tween his former la rge congregat ion in 
Allena, Westfalia, jus t a few miles 
from my own birthplace, a nd the 
wilderness of the wide open west near 
Mt. S terling a nd St. Louis, Missouri in 

t he m id-nineteent h century . 
And aga in, in 1849, w hen August 

Rauschenbusch received believer's bap
t ism in M issouri he was ha unted by 
t he "hound of heaven," t hat is, h e a n
swered God's call into la r ger , biblical 
t ruth, a nd in the process a liena ted a 
host of fr ie nds both here a nd in h is 
homeland, a nd cast in his lot with a 
despised lot of poor, struggling Germa n 
Bapt is ts ! In 1858 when he became t he 
only p rofessor and teacher of a ha nd
ful of German Bapt ist m inis teria l s tu
den ts in Rochester, New York, August 
Ra usch enbusch again, as it were, hit 
t he pilgrim's path, a nd forsook the 
m or e p r o m ising fie lds t h at Jay about 
h im . But he was God's m an for t he 
hour, a nd he set his face like a flint 
toward his J e rusalem, humbly follow
ing the Masters' bidding. 

OUR DENOMINAT ION TODAY 
So it has been t hroughout our his

tory. In t imes to come we sha ll achieve 
spirit ua l s tature a nd greatness as we 
follow in t heir t ra in. 

T oday \Ve are far more prosperous 
t han were t hese early p ioneers of our 
Conference. Vve have well es tablished 
institu tions, a fine school of t he proph
ets, excellent headquar ters in Forest 
Park , and for our size a fa r extended 
foreign m ission fie ld both here a nd in 
Afr ica and Japan. 

Pastors of German-sp e a king churches at the 34th G en e ral Conference in Sacramento. 
C a lif. Rev . J. E. Grygo. th e editor of G erman publications, is a t th e center, front row . 

Can we ma tch the Master's stride in 
fa it hfulness and as true pilgrims of 
God? W ill the Word of God con tinue to 
wax s t rong in our m ids t and through 
our ministry in days and years to 
come? W ill we be found faithful i n 
little t hings and in large as these, our 

(Cont in1ied 011 pa.ge 54J 
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LUCKNOW'S HUSSAINABAD IMAMBARA 
Th~s imposing buildin_g was constructed in 1784 to re lieve distress cause d by famine. 
It 1s u sed for the festival of Moharram and for re ligious services in commemoration 

of the d e ath of Ali and his sons, Hassan and Hussain. 

A Christian Philosopher's 
Sojourn in India 

India is a m ysterious mosaic of enrapturing beauty and sinister suf
fering, with a population explosion of almost 500,000,000 people, 
many of whom are homeless and hungry, and with a continuous 
struggle between Hinduism and Christianity for the hearts of the 

people. This is an enlightening open window on the new India ! 

By Dr. Arthur Kannwischer of New Kensington, Pa., NAB Minister 
and Universit y of Pittsburgh Professor. 

J N LA T E SPRING my wife 
d I returned home from a voyage 

an d 1 he world a nd a sojourn of sev
aroun nths in India. The sojourn in 
cral ~~ow·e·•el". was t he reason for our 
India. e first place. 

College in L ;.1cknow to spend some time 
there as a "visiting professor" and 
"special lecturer." My teaching was to 
be in the broad field of philosophy. 
But my special lectures, as it turned 
ou t, ranged from technica l lectures. in 
logic and scientific methods to speakmg 
at the chapel services. 

! rip JJ1 t~ ear prior to our departure 
About a Y ·n v i tation had been ex

for Indi a. %1e 1 
from Isabella T hoburn 

tended to 
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Apart from these activities on the 

campus, there were invitations for for
ma l papers and addresses to b e given 
in other academic institutions, such as 
t he. Luc~now Christian College and the 
University of Lucknow. Added to t hese, 
there were also t he preaching engage
ments at the well-known La l Bagh 
Methodist Church of Lucknow of 
which Dr. E . Stanley Jones was 'once 
the pastor. 

BOMBAY, INDIA 
In Bombay we were met at the pier 

by a young physician working a t t he 
Grant Medical College there. H e, t o
gether with his young wife, had spe~t 
part of the year in studies at t he Um
v~rsity of Pittsburgh Medical School, 
P ittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The India n 
government had sent both of t hem to 
America to do special studies. H e d id 
his in medicine and she in bio-physics. 
H ere were two choice human beings 
":'ho, though not Christians by profes
s10n, had a bsorbed so much of t he 
Christian spirit that t hey reflected it in 
all their attitudes a nd actions. The 
Christian influence on them was signal
ized by the fact that when we returned 
to America so~e months later, by way 
of Bomba~, this couple invited us, t o
gether with other friends to t heir 
home for dinner. Before s tarting to eat, 
our hos ts <lsked me, a Christian, to 
offer grace. 

After our first thorough look at 
Bombay,- we had another at the end 
of our stay,- we boarded the train for 
Lucknow. A city of about 800 000 in
ha bita nts, Lucknow is located' in t he 
br_oad Ganges Valley, a bout a thousand 
miles northeast of Bombay. 

Depending on whether one takes the 
night t hrough-train or the morning 
through-train from Bombay to L uck
now or, for t hat matter, from Lucknow 
to Bombay, one travels either two 
n~ghts and a day or two days and a 
mght. We had reservations on the nigh t 
tra in. 

We arrived in L ucknow about 9 :30 
in the morning, after t he second night 
of t ravel, somewha t t he worse for 
wear. The principal of the college (in 
India college heads are called Princi
pals, not P residents) had dispatched a 
chauffeur-driven car to t he depot to 
fetch us a nd our luggage. 

OUR LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS 

Once we had reached the decis ion to 
accept the invita t ion to go to India we 
also agreed that we would live if ~ec
essary, in t he most primitive of .circum
stances, and if called upon, do w ithout 
the most ordinary of modern conven
iences. 

Perhaps because we had adopted t h is 
a ttitude, our surprise a nd delight was 
the grea ter when we were shown to a 
small , but adequate, apartment on t he 
second floor of the college staff quar
ters. Here we enjoyed the comforts of 
a living r oom, a bedroom, a bath, and a 
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small kitchen, plus a screened-in ver
anda and a n outer porch. 

This was the first time in the history 
of the ins ti t ution that a man resided in 
this women's dormitory. But the pres
ence of a man in a bui ld ing, housing 
only unmarried women, gave cause to 
no embarrassment- at least not to my 
knowledge. 

The apartment ass igned to us was 
located right next to a n open stairway 
in the center of the long building, the 
only s tairway in this two-story struc
ture. In leaving or going to our rooms, 
I hacl no need to pass the door of any 
of the othe r occupants. Whether by de
sign or happe nstance, this arrangement 
was a good one. This was to be our 
center of activity for the next few 
months. 

ISABELLA THOBURN COLLEGE 
Isabella Thoburn College, a liberal 

arts college for women, was founded 
in the latter part of the 19th century 
by an American Methodist Missionary 
whose honored name the college bears. 

The college, now located on the out
skirts of the city of Lucknow, takes 
deserved pride in its attractive and 
spacious ca mpus. About a t housand 
young women are students here. Re
peatedly I heard the statement from 
people who know I ndia's educational 
institutions that Isabella Thoburn Col
lege is one of the finest a nd best-run 
schools in a ll of India. Bishop W. Ver
non Middle ton of t he Methodist Church 
in the Pittsburgh area said to me be
fore our depa rture : "This school is our 
pride and joy." 

Bes ides lecturing to classes of stu
dents, I found myself involved in all 
sorts of spea king engagements. In the 
college, I was calle d on to give special 

THE TAJ MAHAL AT AGRA 
This world famed masterpiece. made entirely of white marble, was built 1630-1648 

by Shah Jehan as a memorial to his belove d wife. 

lectures before groups of the student 
body a nd the s taff. Added to these 
were the invitations to address stu
dents a nd members of faculties in other 
schools, including the University of 
Lucknow. 

Among the most rewarding aspects 
of a ll these extra-curricular activities 
were the preach ing engagements. Since 
the college has a chapel service each 
school day, except Saturday, as well as 
cm Sunday morning, I was asked t ime 
and again to take charge of these serv
ices. In this connection, too, another 
source of deep satisfaction to m e was 

t he privilege of preaching repeatedly in 
t he Methodist Church of which Dr. E. 
Sta nley J ones h ad been for many years 
the minister. 

E . STANLEY JONES 
While he was pastor of this church 

E. Stanley Jones wrote some of t he 
early books that m ade him known to 
the entire Christ ia n world. The Christ 
of the I ndian R oad, which he wrote at 
t hat time, virtually catapulted him into 
world prominence. 

Lucknow was the scene of many 
others of Dr. Jones' far-reaching mis
sion ary a c tivities. He established h ere 
the widely-known psychiatr ic center, 
Nur Manzi! (H ouse of L ight) , located 
adjacent to t he church itself. 

H ere, most impor tantly, Dr. J ones, as 
a very young miss ionary, h ad his trans
forming experience which altered the 
course of his life . From m y seminary 
days in R och este r, N. Y., I remembered 
the m oving account D r . J ones gave of 
the r emarkable experience which 
c ha nged his life, both in body and in 
spirit. 

HUNGER. SADNESS AND SORROW IN INDIA 

Broke n in spirit and sick in body, t he 
young missiona ry had come, as he felt, 
to the end of his ministry. H e was 
about to return home w hen he made an 
a bsolute surrender t o God. I sat in the 
large Hindustani Methodist Church in 
Lucknow, in a crowded service, when 
to my excitement my eyes were led to 
a marble plaque inserted in t he wall 
at my right, near the very spot where 
E . Stanley Jones had that momento us 
experience. Again and again I read the 
words inscribed on t he plaque which 
memorializes that tran sformation. 

These women of an In dian village, pleading plaintively for food, quickly surround 
the jeep of a government inspector checking on famine cond itions. 
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moving event, combined with being at 
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the very place where it transpired, was 
an exper ience for me t ha t defies de
scription. It was like being on holy 
gr ound. 

THE INDIAN P E OPLE 

In order to unders tand a people and 
to gain some insights into t heir culture 
and attitudes, one has to live w it h 
them. A touris t's tra nsien t a nd often 
shallow impr.:?ssions are inadequa te for 
a n a ccurate grasp of the facts involved. 
One has to share with people in their 
hopes a nd dreams as well as in t heir 
disappoint ments a nd hearta ches. One 
has to break bread with people in 
t heir homes in order to get more t han 
S'..lrface impressions of t heir lives and 
values. 

ma king was res tricted to higher levels. 
I ndia's Constitution, therefore, con

fers upon these pa nchayats or v illage 
councils such powe rs as would allow 
them to function as units of self-gov
ernment. 

Elected by the entire adult popula 
tion of the village, t hese panchayats 
serve in three ma jor ways. I n the firs t 
place, t hey function as t he m edium 
through which t he people in the v il
lages express themselves on political, 
social a nd economic problems. Second, 
t hese village councils a re responsible 
for providing civic leadersh ip in such 
mat ters a s the cons tructing a nd main
t aining of villa ge r oads a nd wells, t he 
provision of sanita tion a nd drainage 
a nd, as far as possible , of prim ary edu-

THE KANNWISCHERS AT THE PYRAMIDS 
Dr. a nd Mrs . Arthur Ka nnwischer a strid e the 2nd and 3rd cam els a l the le ft. visit the 

Sphinx a nd the pyramid s of Egypt on th e ir trip lo India. 

We coun tP.d ourselves fortunate in 
being able to ta lk a nd live w it h people 
in various wa lks of life a nd thus gain 
some depth of ins igh t. We had contact 
with people in t he government, in the 
military, in the professions, and in busi
ness. We worked wi th teachers a nd 
scholars. And we a ssociated w ith men 
and women who spend thei r days toil
ing a nd moiling as se rvant s. 

T he typical li fe in India is to be 
found in t he villa ges. India has rela 
t ively few la rge cities . But t here a re 
560,000 villages, w ith nearly 70 per 
cent of I ndia 's population Jiving in 
t hem. Wha t is t he s ignificance, poli ti
cally , in mentioning t his fact? 

T hose who fra med the Constit ution , 
a fter India ·s Independence in 1947, 
realized the impol'ta nce of t he t ra ns
fe r of directive power t o t he village 
level. They saw t ha t democratic princi
ples could not be carried out if policy 
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cation, child welfa re a nd medical a id. 
Third, from t hat g roup a judicia l uni t 
is elected to deal with minor offenses 
under the I nd ia n Procedure Code and 
o1 he r special and local laws. 

IN DIA'S P A NCHAYATS 

In trig ued by this set-up, I ma de con
s idera ble effort to inquire into the ac
t uaJ functioning of these councils. I 
asked questions, in pa rticu la r , concern
ing the possib ili ty of the miscarriage of 
jus tice. Since these men are, in most 
cases, uneducated, even illi terate, is 
there not, I asked, the likelihood pres
en t of unjust judgments a nd unfa ir 
pena lties? 

I was assured tha t there were built
in sa feguards, both on the legal side, 
since a defenda nt or cla imant a lways 
has the priv ilege of ta king a decision to 
a higher cour t. On the huma n s ide, it 
was pointed out to me, local people, 

even if lacking in forma l t ra ining, 
cictua lly possess much more in tim a te 
knowledge of the people a nd the facts 
involved tha n outs ide judges, or juries 
composed of strangers, could possibly 
have. 

T hen, too, no council could long hold 
t he respect of a vi llage if it dealt un
jus tly m· unwisely or too ha rshly o r 
too lenient ly with offenders or litigants 
whom all know well. A further m er it 
of t h is system s tems from t he fact 
t hat mos t ~ases involving t he Jaw can 
be deal t with prompt ly, r a ther t han 
have them pending for m on t hs a nd 
years. 

FUTURE O F DE MOCRACY 

This village council system has 
worked so 'Nell a nd gained such en
thusiastic a cceptance that it seems 
highly unlikely that t he people will 
ever freely surrender it. Since its very 
reason for being rests squarely on 
democra t ic principles, I ma ke bold to 
express genuine hope for the fu ture of 
democra cy in India. 

On the higher levels of policy mak
ing, likewise, i t may be noticed that 
mos t of India 's outstanding leaders 
have had either a ll or a pa rt of their 
higher educa t.ion in Great Brita in or in 
Amer ica . This contact, too, as one gains 
~he impres~ion, w ill s e_rve as a s trong 
influence m preser ving democratic 
ways in India . 

S OCIAL ECO N OJ\llC ORDER 
It is difficul t to separa t e the socia l 

from t he economic s ituation, nor is it 
necessary for our purposes. S ince the 
materia l factors a re bas ic to li fe r be
g in with that phase of t he s tory. ' 
. Economica lly, I ndia faces seem ing ly 
msurmountable proble ms. It is true 
tha t Nehru 's F ive-Year Plans had 
cha lked up g reater success t han had 
been an ti~ipa ted by ~estern nations 
and especially , accorchng to some re
ports, by the Communist powers. 

One of t he mos t pers uas ive reasons 
offered, among many, for the unex pect
ed a nd unprovokP.d a ttack of R ed China 
on India is tha t the Chinese Comm un
is ts felt compelled to retard t he eco
nomic progress of I ndia . S uch a n a t
tack, it is a rg ued, would ob lige India to 
divert a la rge pe1·centage of her na
tiona l income from expenditures for 
econom ic g rowth to spending for a rma
ments. There is no gainsaying t he fact 
tha t t his was indeed a major effec t at 
least for the present , of ~h is a ttack. ' 

La rge sums of money needed des
pera tely for such programs, as the es
tablishment of indus tries , t he r eclama 
t ion of soil, t he imp~·ovement of domes
tic a nima ls, t he en nchment of d iet t he 
concern for t he hea lth a nd welfa;e of 
t he people, and the huge job of educat
ing a popula t ion of 480 m ill ion of 
whom 70 to 80 pe r cen t are i ll i te~a te 
we re diver ted by the war to expend i~ 
l ures for armamen ts. 
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CH INESE COl\'ll\lUNIST ATTACK 
T here a re t hree immedia t e e ffects 

in t he wake of the Communist att ack: 
the firs t conseq uence was t hat the 
nationa l program was inevitably s lowed 
down a nd, second, highe r t a xes a nd 
new taxes ha ct to be im posed on a peo
ple that is a lready poor . On the other 
hand, however, there was the third 
as tounding consequence. Despite her 
policy of neutra li ty, near ly a ll na tions 
of the Free World came to t he mora l 
and fina ncial support of India. Almos t 
immediately, our own count ry gave an 

THE LA TE PANDIT NEHRU 
The Pr ime Minis te r's Five Year Plan for 
India a chiev ed gre ate r success than had 
b een antic ipate d by the W este rn nations. 

interes t- free loa n of 240 million dol
lars to Ind ia . Approxima tely two 
mon ths la ter, t he United S ta tes made 
a nothe1· large loan without interest. 
A nd t his d id not include other types 
or assis ta nce g iven by t he United 
S ta tes in the forms of wa r m achinery 
and t echnica l advice. F or insta nce, 
one of t he la rge hotels in New Delhi, 
w her e we s t ay ed for a few da ys, was 
occupie d by a cons iderable detail of 
Am e rica n Air Force per sonnel. 

Ma ny professiona l observers of the 
inte rnationa l polit ica l scene have ex
pressed t he opinion tha t this r eadiness 
of t he F ree Na tions to come to t he a id 
o t neutra l India took t he Red Chinese 
leaders by surpr ise. 

S till re flec ting on t he econom ic s itu
a tion, one may poin t out t hat I ndia 
possesses great natural resources. But 
t hese have rema ined la rgely un t apped 
because her indus try is as ye t t oo un
derdeveloped to exploit them. 

One of the mos t t roublesome aspects 
of t he economic picture is the de nsity 
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of India's population. India has a land 
a rea approx imately one t hird of t hat of 
the Uni ted States. On t his space India 
seeks to sus tain almost 480 million 
people. It is not ent irely beside the 
point to mention in this connection that 
India a nd China t oget her ma ke up ha lf 
of t he world's popula tion. 

The immense popula tion dens ity is 
brought into sha rp focus by the m il
lions of homeless people in India . 

THE HOME LESS MILLIONS 
One nigh t, a nd far beyond midnight, 

friends of ours in Bombay drove us 
thr ough wha t seemed a n endless num
ber of streets where t housands of peo
ple were s leeping on the sidewalks. 
T hese, we were t old, were some of t he 
300 thousand homeless in Bombay 
alone. 

Lying usually with t heir heads 
toward the buildings, t here is often 
but little sidewalk space between t hese 
prostra te forms. With the bla nkets 
generally drawn completely over their 
heads a nd down under the shoulder, 
one cannot tell, except perhaps by the 
s ize of the form, whet her t he person 
s leeping t here is a man or a woman or 
a child . 

Every so often ther e are clusters of 
forms hudd!P.d closely together . T hese, 
one may induce, a re family groups, 
o ften with sP.veral little children s leep
ing under ane blanket. All the v ital 
activities ta ke place on these s idewal ks. 

During t he day t hese homeless crowd 
the sidewalks, with children engaged in 
p lay, if not in lis tless idleness, and 
pa re nts in t he a ttempt t o put together 
their woefu lly meager meals. By night 
these same sidewalks, or other avail
a ble areas, provide the only bed tha t 
ma ny have ever known . 

Though t his was for us an ini tia l 
"cultural shock," we lear ned in t he 
following months of our stay in India 

t 
\ ', 

MAHATMA GANDHI 
Belove d b y all Indians for his devotion 
to th e cause of political independence 

for India . 

that t his is a vexing a nd disturbing 
problem in a ll the cities in India . 

In Calcutta, to which large m asses 
of ref ugees from t he nor t h have fled, 
th is problem of t he homeless is, we 
we re in formed, vastly la rger and more 
acute tha n anywhere else. 

Ever after I have been ha unted by 
the me mory of this spect a cle. I never 
again went t o my comfortable bed 
without compounded feelings-a feeling 

C ALCUTTA'S FAMOUS JAIN TEMPLE 
Great wealth symbolize d by this Ja in Temple and e xtrem e poverty exist in Ca lcu tta 
and there is n o idea how many people l ive jamme d together in the s lums. The 
figure of 4.000,000 is g en e rally us ed , b u t the re cou ld b e more since Hindus a re 

still com ing into th e city a s refugees. 
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of gratitude for my own blessings and a 
feeling of concern for those shivering 
under thin blankets on the concrete 
sidewalks. 

POPULATION EXPLOSION 

Basically, this is only a more dra
matic aspect of India's overall popula
tion problem. Several major reasons 
make the solution of t his problem ap
pear to be almost hopeless. The Chi
nese attack, more recently, has driven 
t housands of people from their an
cestral homes, such as northern India, 
Assam, Tibet, and other territories. 
Those who do not go directly to t he 
cities of India wander about, some
times as I saw them in large groups in 
the hope of finding a welcome place to 
settle down. Although the problem of 
the homeless is much older than the 
Chinese invasion, this event, however, 
has both brought the problem into a 
more g laring light a nd made it more 
pressing than ever before. 

Another reason for it is that in India, 
as in many countries of the West, 
the re has been a growing tendency of 
people from the rural areas and vil
lages to move to the urban centers. 
Looking for housing and work, and 
finding neither, these people have but 
one place to settle-the streets, the 
sidewalk, public buildings like railway 
stations, or a ny other space whatever. 

A further reason for this problem of 
the homeless is the general population 
explosion. With a population nearing 
480 million, India adds 12 million more 
each year to its numbers. As our friend 
the physician from Grant Medical Col
lege in Bombay expressed it with an 
unmistakable hint of despair in his 
voice: "Each year we h ave 12 million 
more mouths to feed, 12 million more 
bodies to clothe, and 12 million more 
heads to educate." It is, he added, "an 
insurmountable problem." 

A large portion of India's national 
budget is earmarked for the purpose of 
controlling the population increase. 
Medica l teams, at great cost, are sent 
into thousands of villages to instruct 
ma rried couples in "preventive meth
ods." 

MISSIONS IN HIGH ESTEEM 

A t this juncture it is not amiss to 
state emphatically that, contrary to 
widespread mis informat ion, missions 
a nd m issionaries are held in high re
gard. I made it my express purpose to 
inquire extensively into the attitudes 
toward missionaries and the missionary 
enterprise. 

r had gone to India in full expecta
tion of m eeting a great deal of adverse 
criticisms of missions. I had thought 
that t he image of t he "ugly American" 
and t he impression of the Christian 
missionary would be a bout synony
mous. This is the sor t of notion, in the 
absence of first-hand knowledge, which 
I had accepted from many sources dur-
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HUNGRY VILLAGE GIRLS 
of India, who usually avoid strangers. 
suddenly appear as a government jeep 

drives by. 

ing my years in a univers ity atmos
phere, both as s tudent and as faculty 
member. 

I discovered, however, to my genuine 
a nd ha ppy surprise that qu ite the con
t rary is the case. Generally, mission
ionaries and the ir work a re held in 
high esteem in India. This attitude is 
evidenced in ma ny ways. Christia n edu
cational ins titu tions, from the lowest 
levels to the highes t, are eagerly de
s ired by those seeking an education or 
by their parents. Christian hospitals 
and clinics, when needed, are generally 
sought out above a ll other similar in
stitutions. 

Even Christian missionaries, doing 
what is called village work, are looked 
up to with respect and affection as we 
had occasion to observe. ' 

THE l\IISSIONARY SPIRIT 

A meaningful phrase, which fai rly 
startled me at first hearing, adds proof 
to t his affirmation. Time a nd again I 
heard non-Christian people ma ke the 
s tatement: "What India needs is the 
m.issionnry 8pirit." I heard th is phrase 

when people spoke in English; I heard 
it, inserted in English, when they spoke 
in their native tongue. It is a phrase 
that is pregna nt with meaning for the 
people of Ind ia. It expresses an atti
tude that they covet for themselves. It 
reflects a spirit of dedica lion and serv
ice that seems to offer, in the opinion 
of thoughtful people, the one great 
hope for India. 

In conver;;ing with American mis
sionaries about this phrase, they as
sured me that this is a widely used ex
pression, r eflecting a genuine feeling 
now abroad in India. 

This a tti tu de on the part of Indians 
was brought home to me in a surpris
ing m anner during a t rain ride from 
Allahabad to Lucknow. Located at t he 
juncture of two famous rivers, the 
Jumna a nd the Ganges, Allahabad is 
the point of concentration for m ulti
tudes of pilgrims converging on the 
city for the great Hindu "bathing festi
val," the Maghmela, ta king place once 
every five or six years. 

This year two a nd a qua rter million 
people, a ccording to the newspaper ac
counts, had come to partici~ate in the 
festival. Certain rituals w hich individ
ua ls or· family g roups carry out, to
gether with a complete dipping into the 
wa ter for the cleansing of sins, as well 
as a visit to some sacred shrines com
prise in the main the celebration. The 
holy per iod lasts a bout ten days. 

BATHING FESTIVAL IN THE 
GANGES 

Most pilg rims come and go by trains. 
At t hese times trains are crowded be
yond be lief. But every ~ther type of 
conveyance is pressed mto service: 
buses, trucks, bullock carts, bicycles . 
Other thousands of pilgrims walk, often 
consuming weeks of time in the pro
cess. 

Wa lking on t heir r~turn horn~. these 
pilgrims can be easily reco~mzed by 
1 he containers t hey carry. Filled With 
water from the sacred Ga nges River, 
these vessels appear to be of the size 
of a five-gallon jug. Usually covered 
with wicker, t hey hang pendant-like 
from a hori~onta l pole that res ts on 
the s houlders of t wo men, walking 
one behind the o the r. 

The pole:> and their preciou_s cargo 
usually a re gaily decorated w1~h long 
colorfu l feathers. Each conta mer is 
secured upon a sort of platform or 
base, a couple of inch.ets _or mtore in 
h · ht 0 tha t w hen l 1s se down 
.eig • s for the · h during rest periods or n_ig t it 

wi ll not come in direc_t c~ntact with the 
G ups of p1Jgr1ms may vary 

?round. _r~·om ten or twelve to thirty 
in numbe t . F or days after t h 

f ty or mo1e. e or or maY observe them 
Maghmela, one hi hways. 
truduing a long the g 

. "' th is fes tival occurred, fortu-
Srnce h 'l we were in I d. ·t ly for us w 1 e n 1a 

I
1 ous r to' wi tness th is event, catcl~ 

was eage . · · T 
some th ing of it s rel1g1ous s1gn1 1ca nce, 
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and, if possible, "immor talize" some 
scenes or it with my camera. 

Returning from Alla habad by t rain, 
I shared a compartment with nine 
other men, .1mong them a judge, a law
yer, a n agricul tural research scient ist , 
two bus iness men, a nd a retired gov
ernment official w ho, inciden tally, is 
t he brother of one of India's r ecognized 
litera ry figures and encyclopedists. All 
of t hem we re non-Christia ns. H ighly 
educa ted, they a ll spoke English well. 

I NDIA'S GR.E ATEST NEED 

That was a most for tuna te circum
s tance for me. D uring the seven hour 
tra in r ide, we had a n unusua lly val u
ab le a nd informative interchange of 
though t . S ince t hey were knowledge
a ble men, t hey were a ble to supply m e 
with reliable information on a bat t ery 
of ques t ions I d irected a t them on a 
var iety of subjects. 

l 
j 

In the course of our nearly uninter
rupted conversation t hey t rained the 
ligh t of t he ir combined knowledge upon 
political, social, economic, cultural, 
mora l a nd religious prob lems that agi
ta t e India today. 

Bu t beyond these m atters, we also 
conside red w hat seems to loom ever 
larger o.s a n even more basic problem 
of ma n, na me ly, h is inner situation, 
the deepest a byss, out of w hich man's 
persona l tu rmoil, wa r r ing madness, and 
recurring fra tric ida l carnages emerge. 
Theology la bels this desperate plight of 
ma n variously as s in, guilt, evil, sepa ra 
tion. 

BARODA MUNICIPALITY OR NAYAY MANDIR HALL 
A typical scene in on e of India's smalle r c ities with cars. b icycles a n d p e d estrians 

jos tling e a ch o th er . 

Based on the Ch1·istia n faith a nd my 
own ref lections, I suggested to this 
g roup or men with me on the train t hat 
w hat the world rea lly needs m ost ur-

gent ly is a radical transformation a t 
the heart of t he individua l. 

Wit hout a moment's hesitation , the 
ret ir ed government official shot back 
at me: "You should have been a mis
s ionary, ins tead of a teacher . You 
missed the boat !" 

Total s ilence ensued. But I sensed a 
genera l consensus; some m en even nod
ded t heir heads in agreement. 

This utterance supported my ob-

ALL INDIA RADIO. NEW DELHI 
Ne w buildin gs a nd impressiv e improvements in some of India's larger cities are 
e n couraging·. But India s till possesses great natural resources. which are still 

la rgely untapped. 
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servations concer ning the esteem with 
which missions a nd m:issionaries are 
J"egarded. This gentleman would surely 
not h ave m ade t his suggestion e ither 
if h e h ad pe rsonally harbored a low 
opinion of m issionaries and t h eir work 
or if the people in general held the mis
sionary enterprise in low repute. 

PROSPECTS FOR CHRIST I ANITY 

The prospects for the Christian cause 
in India are hidden in God's providence. 
\Ve join our Christian friends in I ndia 
as t hey commit the future of the 
church into God's hands. The Chris
tian church is our church, yes, but it is 
also a nd preeminently his church, and 
he w ill not forsake it. 

Wh ile there is oppor tunity, however, 
we must use every channel still open to 
u s to undcrgird our fellow b e lievers 
in Ind ia as c lsc,vh erc. W e m u st be 
ready to support with ou1· money a nd 
our prayers those w ho are w ill ing to 
dedicate their lives to m issionary serv
ice. Chr istians in t he West, particularly 
in Am erica, \viii have to continue to 
pour out even larger amounts of money 
if t he work in mission fields is not only 
to be sustained but a lso to be enlarged. 
O n mission fie lds, too, it h as become 
much m ore costly to construct and 
maintain churches and schools and hos
pitals a nd to secure tra ined personnel 
for them. 

In India. t he scene of our account, 
the Christians cannot ca rry the load by 
themselves. To be sure, we thank God 
fo1· those Christians who have achieved 
posi tions of em inence in t he professions 
a nd in the public life of India. Most In
rlia n Christia ns by far, however, be-
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Jong to the lower !ncome groups. Were 
ou ts ide fina ncial a id c1:1t o~f toda~ from 
t he Chr ist ian enterprise m Ind ia, t he 
consequences would be, huma nly speak
ing, disruptive in t~e extreme: In_ such 
a n event, t he Chris tians of India simply 
could not support t heir schools, col
leges, hospitals, nor ev_en mos t of t heir 
churches. It is a sobermg fact that t he 
Christians of I ndia contribute for t he 
total upkeep of all churches and 
chur ch-related inst itutions less t han 
three cent s a person per year. It is ob
vious tha t assist ance from abroad, 
while it can be given, is of paramount 
import a nce. 

SERVING AND LEAR NING 
We left India with joy a nd thanks in 

our hearts for the privilege that h ad 
been ours of serving and of learning. 
What we gave t here was, no doubt , a 
very modest contribution, but what we 
r eceived, we know, is beyond all m ea 
sure. 

AN IMPOSING MONUMENT 

The s incere and urgent invita t ion by 
the pr incipal of the college to return 
for any length of t ime and on any con
ditions we desire made us humble and 
a t t he same time grateful to God for 
grant ing us so enriching a fellowship 
a nd so worthwhile an experience. 

The East Gate of the Great Stupa al 
Sanchi. India. 

The r emembra nce of the large n um
ber of friends, serving with devotion 
both their Lord and t heir country, will 

long r emain for us a sour ce of renewed 
inspirat ion a nd of enduring gra t itude 
to God for our sojourn in India. 

THE P EOPLE OF GOD'S WORD 
( Continued f rom page 47) 

spiritual pacemakers a nd pioneers, 
have been fa ithful under great odds 
and handicaps? 

Compar ed with the larger bra nches 
of our Chr is t ian a nd Baptis t family, 
we are still a sma ll people of a round 
54,000 people. But tha t need n ot dis-

courage us a t all. God's people have 
a lways been a minority in the world. 
And with all of Chris tendom's expan
s ion s ince William Car ey, we a re in this 
very hour st ill a sma ll m inority of less 
t ha n 900,000,000 people among the 
teeming m illions a nd billions of n on-

j---------- ------------------------ --------------------------------------- ---------1 
' ' ' ' ' ' ! His Hands ! 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' : H E holds out h is hands, h is wonde rful hands : 
: While the child ren of men pass by- : 
: Of every nation and creed a nd cast, : 
: Some with a fu t ure a nd some with a pas t- : 
: But he offers t hem bless ing, from fi rst to the last : 
: While he holds out his treasure-fi lled ha nds. ' : 
I I 

H e holds ou t h is hands, his treasure-filled ha nds 
While the ch ildren of m en pass by-

Whatever t he gift is needed by you, 
H is love has provided for all, not a few. 

Look up a nd you'll see what you're craving in view, 
While he holds out his t reasure-fi lled ha nds. 

He holds out h is hands, his nail-pierced hands 
While the children of men pass by-

T he gift of salvat ion he offers to a ll, 
T hough you s tead ily m arch or you tot ter a nd fa ll. 

Believe ir. him, t rust him, and hark to his call , 
Whi le he holds out h is na il-p ierced ha nds. 

- Mary Lee 

I 

' I 
' I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I I 
I I 

·----------------------------------------------------------------------------------' 
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Christian people of the world. 
The call is to fa it hfulness and to 

prayer. R ecall t he fact once more that 
F le ischmann was sent to America by 
none ot her t han George Mueller, the 
man of prayer! E ven William James in 
h is Gifford Lectures of 1902 had to 
take note of this man, who belonged to 
t he Open Brethren, and who once was 
a n associate of J ohn Nelson Dar by, 
founder of the Plymouth Brethren. 

The People of God's P rayer shall 
prevail as they become more and more 
a people of unceas ing prayer ! "Without 
ME you can do nothing !" T his is a les
son tha t God would have all of us learn 
afresh. Do we take time out for a rdent 
ea rnest, heart a nd God-searching 
prayer ? May we experience in these 
days a new outburst and revival of 
prayer, a nd then we need not fear for 
the fu ture. For w ith God a ll t hings are 
possible and prayer is t he God appoin t
ed mea ns to t he accomplishment of his 
ends. -

OUil CHOIIl 
By Milly Skinner 

of Orange, California 
A Member of t he Magnolia Bapt ist 

Chur ch, Ana heim, Cali fornia. 

I listened to t he choir s ing 
In tones so pure and sweet ; 

Their vo ices lifted upward, 
As t hey our Lord did greet. 

They sang of the R ock of Ages 
And of God 's love so divine ; 

With my eyes ra ised unto the Cross 
I could feel God's hand in m ine. ' 

I wondered if each heart that heard 
T hese wondrous, me lodious songs 

Could say down in t heir souls 
Tha t his life to God belongs. ' 

T hank you, choir, fo r s inging, 
T here's no disappointment t he re · 

It ma de me r emember long ago ' 
When life was free from ca re. 

When I arr ive in Heaven , 
And join tha t heaven ly choir, 

I' ll the n look down a nd remember 
That my soul had been lifted higher . 

I wonder if we ever t hought 
H ow m uch they do t o inspire, 

And remember to thank t he Lord 
F or g iving t o us a choir ! ' 

T HE CHRI STIAN LIFE 
I look to t hee in ev'ry n eed, 

And never look in va in; 
I feel thy strong and tender love, 

And a ll is well again; 
T he though t of thee is mightier fa r 
Tha n s in a nd pain a nd sor row a re . 

Discouraged in the work of li fe 
Dishea rtened by its load ' 

Shamed by its fa ilures or' its fears, 
I s ink beside the road ; 

But let me only think of t hee 
And then new heart spr ings up' in m e. 

- Sam uel Longfe llow 
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Where Do We Stand as Baptists? 
To be a Baptist means to fly certain colors at high mast for Christ, to take a stand on the Word of God 
as revealed in the Christ of Calvary, and to give priority to our God-given task of witnessing to the 

Gospel among all peoples everywhere. 

By Dr . .Joao F. Soren of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, pas tor of the First Baptist Church and president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, 1960-1965. 

THE WORLD IN which we 
live today is not the same world in · 
which Adoniram Judson la unched the 
modern Ba ptis t missionary epoch one 
hundred a nd fifty years ago. Perhaps in 
no othe r equa l period in his tory has 
t here been such profound and wide
spread cha nge, affecting all realms of 
life, as there has been in t his last ses
quicentury. 

Change requires a cont inual process of 
huma n adjustme nt. Our thinking must 
keep pace w ith n ew trends of thought 
in ma ny fields. Habits must cha nge ac
cording lo new conrli t ions of life which 
a re t hrus t upon us by a changing so
cia l orde r. Ins titutions must be s trea m
lined into conformity a nd congruency 
in order tha t t hey reta in their useful
ness under new conditions and new 
influences w hich come to bear upon 
them. 

A CHANGING WORLD 

A cha nging world a lso a ffects our re
ligious life in several ways. Those who 
a re more closely connected with for 
eign m ission enterprises will t estify to 
the fact tha t cha nges which are occur
ring in ma ny lands today require re
adjus tments of methods, r esources and 
personnel, bot h on the mission fields 
as we ll as in the home bases, mission 
boards a nd missionary societies. 

Other Christian ins titu t ions face t he 
same problem. Ba ptist Conventions a nd 
Assoc ia t ions, even t he Baptis t World 
A llian ce, are continually a mending 
their by-laws a nd constitutions in order 
to avoid .::>bsolescence in a changing 
world. They must equip themselves 
adequately in order to meet the needs 
of each juncture and contingency in 
the cont inuous s t ream of changing 
times a nd cha nging things. 

Deep-rooted cha nges have deep-roo t
ed effec ts. T his fact lends a very ser i
ous s ignificance to t he effect of a 
cha ng ing world upon our spiritual li fe. 
In my country of Brazil , new trends in 
political a nd sociological concepts, new 
theories concer ning the st a te, govern
ment, property, socia l jus tice a nd labor 
r ights have forced Baptis ts into re
thinking a nd r e-stating ou1· position in 
the light of t he new philosophica l and 
ideological concepts. 

Where do we s ta nd as Ba ptis ts in 
th is s t ream of cha nge? 

It must be admitted, unfortuna tely, 
tha t the swift current of cha nging 
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trends often sweeps away t he founda 
tions of religious conviction and firm
ness. Radical a nd rationalistic modes of 
thought often make deep dents in the 
contexture of our t heological thinking. 
Chris tian doctrine is often tinted by so 
many different philosophical ingredi
ents tha t it loses its own peculiar col
oring of the blood of the Lamb of God. 
It is not my contention that Baptis ts 
should be bound by rigid creeds and 
formal doctrinal confessions. Such 
tendency is decidedly non-baptist ic. But 
neither should we be so doctr inally 
amorphous and creedless to the point 
of no one, ourselves included, knowing 
exactly what we s tand for. We do con
tend that to be a Bapt is t means to fly 
certain colors a t high mast. We do 
have a s tand, and that s tand is t he 
Word of God as revealed in the Christ 
of Ca lvary. 

As the disciples were gathered in 

DR. JOAO F. SOREN 
pastor of the First Baptist Church , Rio 
d e Janeiro, Bra zil and president of the 

Baptist World Alliance . 

J erusalem on the Day of the Resurrec
t ion, the Lord appeared to them in or
der to dispel their doubts and fears. He 
addressed them wi t h t he blessing of 
his perfect peace, and for thwith com
missioned the m saying : "As t he F a ther 
has sent m e, even so I send you ." 

"SO SEND I YOU" 

These solemn words contain more 
tha n a m ere formal comma nd. Not only 
t he auspicious fact of t he resurrection 
it self ins tilled a new spiritual dynamic 
into the soul a nd life of those early 
Christians. The verbal ins tructions t hey 
received from the blessed lips of the 
Master also became a bed rock of 
solid foundation upon which a r eal and 
a biding faith m igh t be buil t. They were 
g iven to them to the end that, when 
the Divine Shepherd depa rted, t he lone
ly sheep might not become easy prey 
to t he wolves of doubt and despa ir. 

As the r isen Chr ist commissioned his 
d isciples to go out in to the world a nd 
witness, he also ga ve to t hem the con
t ent of t heir message and the ground
work for a hostile pagan world. 

Chr is t ians in t his changing world, 
yea , Baptists in t his genera tion of pro
found a nd u lt ra -rapid cha nges, often
t imes find themselves at a loss t o state 
clea rly a nd unhesita tingly exactly wha t 
t hey s tand for. 

It is not our purpose to enumerate 
at this time what we as Baptists like 
to call Baptist distinctive principles 
and prac t ices. I would have you consid
er, however, t his divine command of 
t he risen Chris t , a nd d iscern w it hin the 
inner texture a nd t enor of his words, 
the g round for Baptist wit nessing in 
this genera tion. 

" As the F'athe1· has sent me, even so 
I send yoii." 

CHRIST'S LORDSHIP 
I. This command enhances the su

preme lordsh ip of J esus Christ. In 
t hese trenchant words our Lord poin ts 
to t he source of his lordship. 

Me n called him "Mas ter," and he ac
cepted t he title, because indeed he is 
Master of t hem who follow him. His 
lordship, h owever, does not stem from 
the fact tha t he excelled in wisdom 
a nd in knowledge, a nd because "no man 
ever spoke like t his man." 

Many have thought t hat his lordship 
rests upon his power to perform won
ders a nd miracles. T he Bible tells us 
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MOONLIGHT OVER THE ATLANTIC AT ATLANTIC CITY 
There was uplifting inspiration at the sessions of the Baptist Jubilee Rally in Atlantic 
City, N. J.. held in the auditorium and there was delightful ins piration walking 

along the beach afte r the evening s ervices . 

that such wonders were signs, but 
cer t ainly they were not the ground 
upon w hich his lordship rested. In fact, 
he told h is disciples that they would 
perform signs a nd miracles, and th a t 
t hey would see greater things t han 
t hose m iracles which he performed. 

J esus Chr is t is Lord because he pro
ceeded from t he Father . He is Lord be
cause he is one with the H eavenly F a -

-ther. H e is Lord because he is the t rue 
Bread that came down from heaven. 
H e is Lord beca use he is the incarna te 
God Almighty, "for in him the whole 
fulness of dei ty dwells bodily, and you 
have come to fulness of life in h im, who 
is t he h ead of a ll rule a nd a ut hority." 

The Lordsh ip of J esus Chris t com
prises t he entire universe, a nd of course 
the terrest ial globe, which we ca ll "our 

THE BOARDWALK AT ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
Tens of Thousands of Baptists enjoyed t he s troll a long the Boardwalk at Atlantic 
City, N. J., d uring t he Baptist Jubilee Rally and hea rd Dr. Soren b ring his inspiring 

message at the auditorium. 
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world," for "all t hings wer e made 
through him, a nd wit hou t him was 
noth in g made that was made." His di
vine lordship over the world rests up
on his d ivine au thorship. 

It is wor th noting tha t the N ew 
Testament is very clear a nd incis ive 
in its teaching a bou t the cosmic lord
ship of J esus Chris t. Not only t he 
chur ch a nd the elec t belong to Christ, 
but the entire world is his. Ma tthew 
s tates very empha tically that J esus 
holds a nd wields a ll power in the world. 
St. J ohn procla ims J esus a s the La mb 
of God tha t "t aketh a way the sin of the 
world." The Apos tle P aul refers to the 
Chr ist as being preeminent in a ll 
things; tha t is, in the entire world. The 
prologue of the Gospel according to 
J ohn s tates tha t " the world was made 
by him" a nd that he came to t his world 
as one coming to that which was his 
own. 

The New Testament view a llows a 
reasonable a nd coherent in terpre tation 
of history . Human existence seems 
meaningless and chaot ic without t he 
sovereign lordship of God in Jesus 
Ch1·is t governing a nd moulding all 
forces a nd events towar d the consum
ma tion of the divine pur pose. 

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY 
This does not mean tha t God's serv

a nts are a lways in a position to com
prehend the meaning of all that goes 
on in this appa rently contradictory 
world in which we live. God 's chosen 
people in t he Old Dispensa t ion were 
often perplexed by wha t happened to 
them a nd a round t hem. In t his genera
t ion of conflict and confusion in m a ny 
rea lms of life, the Child ren of Light 
often find t hemselves groping in da rk
ness as to the meaning of what is hap
pening in this world. 

"I send you " is indeed an asser t ion 
of a uthority. We do no t have here the 
voice of entreaty or of a ppeal, but a 
s te rn comm :md from him who is Lord 
indeed. ' 

T he recogni tion of the supreme lord
ship of J esus Christ expla ins the heroic 
mi litancy and aggress iveness of Apos
tolic Chris tianity. 

As lhc early disciples g rasped the 
significance of the triumphant Chr is t 
as he rose from the grave in his victor~ 
ious ~onquest over death a nd sin, they 
accla imed him as Lord supreme. And 
as they saw him a nd understood him 
in the light of his revealed Lordship 
and power over darkness and evil this 
vision produced in them a myst~rious 
a nd marvelous dyna mization. There is 
no adequa te explanation for t he mo
mentous a nd irresis tible wor ld-wide ex
pa nsion of the fi rst-cent ury Christia n
ity apart from t he fact t hat t hose 
primitive fo llowers of the Mas te r of 
Galilee marched under the command of 
One whom they regarded as Lord Su
preme. 

Not only the apos tles, but a nony-
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This address by D r. Soren was de
livered at t he Baptist Jubilee Rally 
in Atlanta City, N. J . It has a t ime
less message with its clear, Scrip
tura l forceful presentation of Bap
tis t convictions. 

mous laymen a lso, men and women, 
converted J ews and converted Gentiles, 
Romans and Barbarians, Asians, Afri
cans a nd Europeans preached Christ, 
a nd w herever they lived, wherever they 
went, the impact of their witnessing 
was tremendous. Persecution could not 
detain them . In fact, it stimula ted 
them un to g reatec e fforts in w itnessing 
for t heir Lord. In Antioch, without 
having been officially commissioned, 
some a nonymous d isciples who had 
fled from Jerusale m were so zealous in 
their preaching of t he Christ tha t they 
had t he honor of be ing the first to be 
nickna med after t heir Lor d : there they 
were fi rst called Christia ns. 

THE FAR-FLUNG BANNER 
No one knows to t h is day how t he 

church in Rome a ppeared so early. The 
fact is that long before Paul minis
tered to those Christians, t here was a 
nourishing a nd in(]uential church in 
the capital of the Roman Empire. Be
fore t he end of t he fi rst century A.D., 
the light of the Gospel had spread unto 
the most dis tant pa rts of t he Roman 
Empire, a nct even beyond its geographi
ca l a nd political bounda1ies. 

That "Name w hich is above every 
other name" was t he inspiring banner 
which t he early church unfurled as it 
advanced upon t he cita dels of sin and 
paganism. It proved its power to anni
hila te form idable foes. Its conquering, 

" FOR LIBERTY AND LIGHT" 
This great theme was emphasized at the Baptist Jubilee in Atlantic City, N . J. In 
Miami Beach, Florida the Congress theme will b e : "And the Truth Shall Make 

You Free." (See front cover of Annual). 

crusading spirit was indomitable and 
ir resis tible. It became a disturbing 
movement in the prevailing order of 
things. Paul a nd S ilas were accused of 
connivance w it h t hose who were "up
setting the world." By their prea ching 
they brought dis turbance, fear a nd 
a larm to those who wer e in the service 
of iniquity. T hey did not cater to public 
opinion. In fact t hey came into open 
collision with the powers of evil, of sin, 
of injus tice, of superstition, even with 
governments, kings and emperors. But 
they never flinched. "They subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, stop-

ped the mouths of lions, quenched t he 
violence of fire, escaped t he edge of the 
sword, out of weakness wer e made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned 
to fligh t t he armies of t he aliens." 

The vision a nd the consciousness of 
the lordship of the Divine Master also 
produced in a postolic Christian s the 
spirit of sacrifice and of unstinted de
votion to t he Lorct of the Church. 

SPffilT OF SACR.IFICE 
T hey came to realize that the spirit 

t ha t permeates t he w hole scheme of re
demption, t he principle that underlies 

BAPTISTS AT CONVENTION HALL, ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 
In this mammoth Convention Hall ab out 18,000 Bap tis ts representing seven Baptist bodies and 22 m illion m embers celebrated 
the ISOth annivers ary of the founding of 1he first national organization of Baptists in America. The theme, "For Liberty and 
Light." challenged Baptists to go in to all the world. with vign e tte pictures of Baptist mission fields sh own on the huge 

backdrop. t aking the Gospel of Christ symbolized by the array of Christian flags on b oth sides of the platform. 
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BAPTIST LEADERS AT ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 
Left to right: Harold E. Stassen . former presi~ent of the Ameri~an Ba ptist Conve n tion; 
Brooks Hays, sp ecial assista nt to the president of the Umte d States and former 
president of the Southern Ba ptist Convention; John G. Diefenbaker. leade r of Her 
Majesty's Loyal O pposition a nd former Prime Min~t?r of C;inada; and Theodore 

F. Adams, Bap tis t Jubile e Rally Presiding chairman. 

t he atonement on the cross, are t he 
spirit a nd the principle of sacrifice. 
Paul, th~ a post le of J esus Christ t o the 
Gentiles, translat es into h is own per 
sonal exper ience the self-surr ende r , 
self-giving and self-emptying of Chris t 
for t he salvat ion of a lost humanity, 
w hen he states tha t "I count all t hings 
b ut loss for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Chris t J esus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of 
things, and do count t hem but dung, 
tha t I may w in Christ ." 

T he Incar nation itself meant sacri
fice for One who was in equa lity with 
God, but who emptied himself a nd 
humbled himself. His was a sacr ificial 
minis try from his ba ptism in t he wa-

EUROPEAN BAPTIST FEDERATION SPEAKERS 
At Am sterd a m in t he s ummer of 1964 Dr. Martin Luthe r King . Jr .. of the United 
States (2nd from lef!) a dd ressed the session of Europea n Baptis t Fe deration. Dr. 
Eric Rudin , the Europ ean secreta ry for the Bap tist World Alliance, is second from 

the right. 
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t ers of t he J ordan, to h is drink ing of 
t he bi tter cup of suffe ring a nd woe on 
Ca lvary. 

Early Chris t ia ns quickly came to the 
t.:nders ta nding t hat in order to perform 
the task t ha t was g iven to t hem to per
form in t h is world, they m us t a lso bear 
a cross. Through selfiessness a lone 
m ight they conquer a selfish wor ld. T he 
redempt ion of a lost race was w rought 
by a tremendously h igh cost, which 
was paid ou t of t he loving hear t of God 
our H eavenly F a ther. There is no easy 
road for t hose w ho have enlist ed for 
service under the ba nner of a self-sac
rificing Lord. T hose who follow in h is 
tra in and in h is s t eps ca nnot hope to 
find a n easy, expenseless, snug and 
complacent way to save this t roubled 
a nd sin-sick wor ld. "If ye would be my 
disciples," sa ys the Chris t of Ca lvary, 
"deny your.~e lves, a nd take up y our 
cross, a nd follow me." 

As we a ffi rm our s t a nd for t he su
preme lordship of J esus Chr is t, is i t not 
fi tting t hat we ask ourselves if t he 
present-day discipleship of t he self
sacrificing Lord ca n pass the test o f 
the a u t hen tic apos tolic spir it of sacr i
fice? 

P erha ps the lack of impetus a nd t he 
shortage of power of Chris t ia ni ty in 
t h is generation or ig ina tes from the loss 
of tha t his tor ic trait of ear ly Chl'is t ian
i ty, t hat is , its compelling spirit of 
sa cr ifice. Something of t ha t consum ing , 
incandescent , self-de nying motivation 
of t he Apostolic Church a ppears to 
have been lost along t he way . W e ha ve 
become more self-saving tha n self-sac
rificing. We have not been will ing 
t o become a cr uci fied church in order 
to present, a nd adequa tely to represent 
before the world the crucified Lord. We 
m us t sincerely a dmit tha t secular cru
sades a nd ideologies in the world today 
ofte n out-ra nk present -day Christian
ity in the attit udes a nd in t he spiri t of 
sacr ifice. Some of them have a ppare nt
ly become even more effec tively mis
s iona ry than some Chr ist ian churches. 
It is no wonder that some of t hem seem 
to be outs t r ipping the churches in the 
race for world conquest . It is h igh time 
that we be reminded again t hat Ch ris
tia n m issions m ust be understood a nd 
undertake n in te rms of Christ ia n sac
r ifice. 

"As the Father has sent me, even so 
I send you." 

D IVINEL Y COMM ISSIONED 

II. This comma nd of our Lord im
plies the fact that the follower s of t he 
Chris t a re a div inely commissioned 
people with a God-appointed t ask. 

T he Lord of t he Church w as t he 
a nointed One, t hat is, t he a ppointed 
One. H e clearly u nderstood a nd re
peatedly stated the fact t ha t he came 
to t h is world by div ine appointment 
and for a definite purpose. At one time 
he refers to h is appointment by simply 
saying that "he came down from heav-
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en." Then again he goes on to state 
that "he came to do the things which 
the Father would have him do a nd say 
t he t h ings that the Father would have 
him say." H e was in the world because 
he was sent from on High. H e came to 
pe rform a very definite task in t his 
world. His was a mission of r edemp
t ion. H e was m a de the Messia h of sal
vation u nto a ll men. 

The M essianic consciousness w a s 
something totally absorbing in Jesus 
our Lord. It became the polarizing cen
ter of h is life, the magnificent obses
s ion of h is earthly ministry. He not 
only resisted every temptation and 
insinuation that might deviate him 
from the Messianic pa th and task, but 
he m a de every occurrence and every 
circumstance converge and contribute 
towa rd t he purpose for which he ca me 
to this world. 

This is what the Lord is r eferrin g to 
w hen he says "as t he Father has sent 
1ne." 

It is his PUrPOSe th at those who fol
low him also have a mission conscious
ness. The fai lu re of Israel of old was 
prima rily the failure of its Messianic 
consciousness. As the chosen nation a l
lowed the Messianic m eaning of its 
e lection to become obscured and obli t
erated, it also defaulted in its historic 
role a nd in its witnessing before other 
na tions of the earth. 

GOD'S IMPERATIVE 
The divine commiss ion given to the 

New Israel, t hat is, the Chu rch of J e
s us Chris t , is just as binding a nd as im
perative as that w hich was g iven to 
Old Testament I srael. It is indeed a 
fundamen tal doctrine of the New Tes
tamen t, and not a m ere elect ive course 
in the discipleship of t he Christ. Never 
was our Savior more explicit and in
cisive in language than when ~1e com
missioned his followers even as he was 
commissioned. Never did the words of 
t he Lord of t he Church ring with more 
a u thority t ha n w hen he sent h is dis
ciples out in to t he world to propagate 
the Gospel of God's love un to salva
tion for a ll mankind. We decidedly 
have no choice in t h is matter once we 
accept t he d ivine sovereignty of t he 
Son of God as our Lord a nd Mas te r. 

B ut is not our m ission consciousness 
a lso a mat ter of survival in t h is world? 

It is easy to surmise wha t would 
have been the fate of t he early church, 
yea of Chr istianity i tsel f, had not t he 
firs t d isciples been propelled by t he 
momentum of their apostolic conscious
ness to witness a nd to preach the K ing
dom of God to t he tribes a nd n a tions 
of t he Graeco-Roma n world. 

Many churches in t he course of his
tory have ha d t heir candlest ick re
moved, and t heir light has been put 
out, because, like t he Church in E phe
sus, they a llowed themselves to fall 
away from t heir first work, their 
firs t task, t heir fi rst love. 
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If we are to survive as God's people 
in this world, such survival will not be 
accomplished by defensive warfare 
agains t the increas ingly aggressive a nd 
comba tive powers of evil and of sin. 

T he fact of our mission as God's peo
ple in t his world forces us to cons ider 
two very r elevant aspects of this very 
ser ious a nd solemn ma tter. 

THE CHUR CH'S MISSION 
The first aspect has to do vvit h the 

nature of t his mission. 
What is the task of the L ord's 

Clmrch in this world? 
Our Lord g ives us t he clue as to t he 

pr imary purpose for which the church 
of J esus Christ exists in this world, in 

wh ich he came for. T his is the task for 
which the Church exists. May we be
wa re of th e danger of being side
tracked into seconda ry, subs idiary and 
subservien t interests a nd activities, 
which, in some instances, have all but 
s teered the church away from that 
course w hich was set by the Master 
P ilot who 1s the Head of t he Church. 

EVANGELISM EMPHASIS 
It was indeed a historic m oment in 

t he annals of t he Baptist World Alli
nn ce, w hen t he 10th Congress, meeting 
in Rio de J a ne iro, Bra zil, voted unani
mously for the "year of evangelism em,-
71hasis." This m enns t ha t during t h is 
year 26 million Baptists in a lmost 120 

BAPTISTS AS EVANGELISTS IN BRAZIL 
A C essna "Skyhawk." loaded with Bap1is1s, tracts and Bibles, zooms off the runway 
of Fortaleza a irport every Sa turday morning and h ea ds for some remote point in 

Equatorial Brazil on an evangelistic witness. (Photo by "Baptist World"). 

these words : "As the F ather has sent 
me." His mission in this world was the 
work of redemption. He came in order 
lo save <J lost, ruined and condemned 
human r ace. He came to give h is life on 
the crnss, that t hrough his death m any 
might have life eternal. H e came to 
reconcile men unto God. H e came t hat 
"the people which sat in darkness" 
might see the "g1·eat ligh t," a nd " to 
them which sat in the region a nd 
shadow of death," light migh t dawn, 
"the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in t he F ace of Christ." 

Thus, says t he Lord, "even so I send 
you." H erein is the subs t ance of our 
God-given task as a di\·inely commis
sioned people. It has to do with that for 
which the Ch1ist was sen t to do in this 
world. We a re sent to implement t hat 

nations are lo be led to g ive prior ity 
to the m ain task of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. I n Latin America the general 
reaction to that momentous decision 
was generally expressed in such words 
as t hese: "n~w t he Baptist World Alli
a nce is getting down to the m ain busi
ness." And vvhat a blessing this is t urn
ing out to be! Ba ptists in Brazil, as 
they came to grips with t he matter of 
evangelist ic e mphasis, concluded that 
t hey needed a whole year just for prep
aration. A na tion-wide evangelistic 
crusade is in the making to be launched 
in 1965. The movement is gripping the 
hearts of t hose 250,000 Brazilian Bap
tists as nothing ever has before. 

Baptists of North America have had 
their heads and their hearts together 
as they planned for t his historic ses-
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quicentenial celebration. Has it not 
dawned upon you what might happen 
to this continent, yea, to t he entire 
world, if these 20 million Baptists could 
work out a God-inspired plan whereby 
this immense potential could be polar
ized and mobilized into a united spirit
ual and denominational crusade to push 
out the frontiers of the Lord's King
dom even unto the ends of the earth? 
Is this not the appointed time for all 
Baptists in North America to knit 
again t he threads of fraternal affinities 
and Christian solidarities into a closely 
woven texture of superb denomina-

WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH 

A colorful introductory leaflet 
about our North American Bapt ist 
churches. F or copies write to NAB 
Headquarters, 7308 Madison St., 
Forest Park, Illinois. 

tional cooperation toward the very 
purpose for which we exist as apostolic 
believers and New Testament church
es? 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

In c losing, I would have you con
sider the second aspect of the Messia nic 
mission of t he Lord's people. This has 
to do with t he implications of the di
vine commission for the individual be
liever. 

It must be clearly understood, if we 
are to grasp the full significa nce of t he 
divine commission, that our Lord did 
not give that commission to an insti
tution but to individual believers. It 
behooves us as individual followers of 
Jesus Christ to realize that he has 
sent us even as he was sent by the Fa-

/ -

STATEMENT OF FAITH 
for North American Baptist Churches 

We, as New Testament Baptists , affirm our faith in the 
Lord Jes us Christ for our salvation and believe in those great 
distinctive p1inciples for which Baptists have lived and died, 
such as: 

1. Soul liberty; 
2. The inspired authority of t he Scriptures in matter-: of 

faith and conduct; 
3. The separation of church and state; 

and 
4. The revelation of God through Jesus Christ as only Savior 
Lord; 

5. Regenerated church membership ; 
6. Believer's baptism by immersion; 
7. The congregational form of church government ; and 
8. The proclamation of t he Gospel throughout all the world, 

and we do hereby set forth and declare the following as our 
Constitution and By-Laws. 
-From the Constitution of the North American Baptist General Conference. 

ther. As t he Father did not commis
sion an institution, not even a com
munity, but sent his own Son, even so 
we, who have been made sons by adop
tion, are also commissioned personally 
and individually for that purpose which 
brought our Lord into this world. 

As our denomination waxes strong 
numerically, we must be ever vigilant 
agains t the danger of practical clerical
ism within our hosts, which presents 
itself in a widespread tendency toward 

c _ > 
=--,...._ ____ ~ 

relegating the responsibili ties and the 
privileges which belong to al l Chris
tians to t hat smaller group which we 
are becoming accustomed to design a te 
as "professional Christians." Such dis
tinction is artificial and potentially 
da ngerous. We cannot propose to stand 
for the rights a nd prerogatives of t he 
individua l Baptist church-member and 
at t he same time sit down when it 
comes to facing and implementing the 
responsibilit ies upon which those righ ts 
repose. Baptist democracy is not pri
marily a matter of ecclesiastical suf
frage and denominational government, 
but essentially a principle of compe
tency toward participation. 

The New Testament does establish 
certain prerogatives which pertain ex
clusively to t he ministry. B ut witness
ing for Christ and participating in t he 
world-wide extension of God's Kingdom 
on earth is not one of those exclusive 
prerogatives of the so-called church 
officers. Herein we have the preroga
t ive of every person who confesses to 
be a follower of the Lord of salvation. 

THE FESTIVE GENERAL CONFERENCE BANQUET 
than 850 pe 1 . 

The grandstand complex is a liena ting 
Christians today from effective partici
pation in t he divinely appointed task 
w hich fa lls to all because it is the task 
which belongs to each. Secularization 
by omission is a danger which 26 mil
lion Baptist~ _must obliviate by girdi?g 
t hemselves. "."'1.th the holy tunic of spir
itual, sacnf1cm~ consecration and by 
consistent. manipulation of the tools 
and utensi l~ of unstinted devotion to 
him who died for us on the Cross of 
Calvary, an_d Who, as he rose again, 
addressed his sheep, saying unto them: More 

Hotel 
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d I" t op e en1oyed the General Conference Banquet at the S enator 
an 16 ened w ith rapt attention to the address on "Dedicated Discipleship" by 

Dr. Douglas A. Gallagher of Parma, Ohio. 
"As the Father h as sent m e even so I 
send you." ' 
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The Village Church With a Vital Message 
The story of the B ailey v'ille Bavtist Clmrch, Ba-ileyville, Illinois, one of our rery th riv1'>'!J) r fJJcge cbmcn,
es with outstanding ministers over the years, wlticli u·ill be obse~"liil'l'I D \~ <l'.,Q..l'\\\~~~l\\l\<..1!~ ltU.i~iii~«« 'Uni I96:'fi~ 

By Rev. Lyman F. Erickson, Pastor of the Baileyville Bapt ist Churc11 . 

IN THE YEAR 1856, two Ba p
tist families came from Germany to 
the mid-west of America . They were 
the Christopher Wilhelms and the 
Jodokus Bohens. They settled in Silver 
Creek Townsh ip, Stephenson County, 
Illinois . 

Other families followed them to this 
community. Relationships of the moth
er country !ed t hem to establish t hese 
in their new homeland. Spiritual fe l
lowship being of the prime importance, 
services were conducted by mature 
men of the community in homes for 
som e years. 

SEPT. '3, 1865 
Organization of the Baptist congre

gation took place in the Didde ns School 
House on Sept. 3, 1865. Thirty-six 
members were received t hat day when 
the congregation of the Baptist Church 
at Baileyville, Illinois was organized. 
Mos t of these had been members of t he 
Bapt ist Church at Ihren, Ostfriesla nd, 
Germany. In 1868 permiss ion was 
!;Tanted for t he congregation to hold 
services in t he D iddens School and the 

following year in 1869 a call was ex
tended to Rev. J. G. Van Loh as the 
fi rst full-time pastor. 

CHURCH AND PARSONAGE 

In the spring of 1874, ground was 
broken for a house of >vorship. Dedica
tion was held August 30, 1874. The 
church was erected in the Baileyville 
community, Ogle County, Illinois. This 
building was destroyed by fire F eb
ruary 4, 1920 along with its contents. 
However, the congregation immediate
ly set forth pla ns for a more fireproof 
building. 

In the spring of 1920, the congrega
tion began building again and toward 
the end of the year the congregation 
was able to worship in t he building. 
Dedication was held March 20, 1921. It 
is interesting t o note t hat t he total 
cost of the building was $35,000. In
debtedness at dedication amounting to 
$10,000 was repaid in seven years. 

The ministry of the Word of God has 
been faithfully procla imed through the 
years. Notable pastors of our Confer
ence have served the church: Rev. P . J . 

DeNeui 1871-1876; Rev. J. G . Draewell, 
1902-1907 (the g randfather of Rev. 
David Draewell, our Stewardship Sec
r etary ) ; Rev. A. J . Lang, 1922-1923; 
and Rev. A. J. Harms, 1932-1935, to 
na me only several of them. At presen t 
t he church is being served by R ev. L y
man F. Er ickson, reared in our Confer
ence Church at Chancellor, S. Dak. 
His ministry began in the fall of 1962. 

BLESSED REVIVALS 
R ecounting some of t he years of the 

church's ministry is a blessed el\.rperi
ence. Rev ival h as notably m arked t he 
h istory. In 1897 an outpouring of t he 
Holy Spirit was felt and R ev. H . G. 
Bens (1895-1898) baptized 36 p eople 
into the membership of th e church. 

Again in 1912, w ith services con
ducted by Rev. G. Waldvogel t he Holy 
Spirit moved t hrough the community 
a nd special m eetings were extended for 
six weeks with some 40 people finding 
Chr ist as Savior, som e of whom are 
presently members of t he church. 

Most recently the breath of God was 
felt in the fall of 1963, when under the 

FIRST CHURCH AND PARSONAGE, BAILEYVILLE, ILL. 
This church building w a s used by the Baileyville Baptist Church. Illinois from 1874 to 1920 when fire d estroyed the building. 
The parsonage (Je tt) is s till b e ing used by the pas tors' families. The present pastor of t he church is Rev. Lyman F. Erickson. 
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ministry of Rev. Floyd Ankerberg of 
Mt. Prospect, I llinois, some 30 decisions 
were ma de in a week of special meet
ings. 

DRAEWELL'S LIFE THREATENED 
During the minis try of Rev. J . G. 

Draewell (1902-1907 ), a baptismal serv
ice was scheduled for a Sunday after
n oon. A woman from the neighboring 
town had been brought to the service 
a gainst t he wishes of her husband. He 
had threatened to shoot the pastor 
(Rev. J. G. Draewell ) , if the woman 
was baptized. 

REV. J. G. DRAEWELL 
pastor of the Baileyville Baptist Church 
from 1902 to 1907. During his pastora1e . 
his life was threatened by the angry hus
band of a woman who was bapt ized by 

the minister. 

W hen prepar ing for t he bapt ism, she 
enter ed t he water a nd on being asked, 
"D o you believe t hat your sins are for
g iven and tha t you belong to Chris t?" 
she a nswered, "I do not know t ha t." 
Again ask ed, "Do you believe t hat J e
sus Chr is t died on t he Cross for your 
sins a nd t hat you are redeemed 
t hrough h is shed blood?" she answered, 
"I canno t say that." Then Rev. J. G. 
Draewell said, "Then I cannot bapt ize 
you." 

She left t he baptis try and the dea-
cons talked to her . While t hey ~id, 
some of t he men in the congregation 

ot iced her husba nd's unusual actions 
n nd went and took h im out of the serv
~ce. The wife knew of her _husba nd's 
thr eat and having seen him m t he ~u
dience, would not go t hrough with 
the baptism . . 

Dur ing the time t hat Rev. J. _G. 
Draewell ta ll<ed ab? ut t ho_se who hm
d o thers in fo llowing Christ, suddenly 
e~and touched his shoulder. He turned 

~ d saw the woman s ta nding beside 
~m who sa id, "I am now r ead_Y to be 
baptized." And she . w8:5 bap~1zed on 
confession of her fait h m Christ. 
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DIDDEN'S SCHOOL HOUSE AT BAILEYVILLE 
Here on Sept. 3. 1865 the Baileyville Baptist Church of Illinois was organized with 

36 charier m embers and here the first services of worship were conducted. 

The history records t he beginnings 
of an ever enlarging outreach. I n 1876 
Sunday school classes were conducted 
in homes by those who were burdened 
for the children. These classes were of
ficially organized into t he Sunday 
school work of t he church in 1883. To
day the Sunday school continues its 
outreach with a departmentalized min
is try. 

In t he past year two important 
steps have been taken. The first was 
the beginnin g of an elective-class pro
gram for the college age and up adult 
group. Credit courses are offered a t 
present from t he Moody Bible Insti
tute. Secondly, there has been the se
lection of our Conference literatur e for 
our Sunday school from High School 
a nd under. 

In 1882 the Woma n's Missionary So
ciety was organized by the pastor. 
It bega n with some 55 members. Today 
t he name has cha nged, but the organi
zation continues with i ts ser vice in the 
church, in world miss ions and com
munity missions. 

In 1896 a Young People's Society 
was organized with 28 members. Today 
it remains an a ctive part of our out
rea ch. Our youth also bear w it ness in 
their schools with t he You th F or Christ 
Club in which a number of t hem par
ticipate. 

MISSION ARY CONCERN 
Foreign Missions became a vital pa rt 

of the church's outreach under t he 
minis try of t he la t e Rev. Herman R en
k ema during t he fort ies. Beginning 

BAPTIST CHURCH. BAILEYVILLE. ILLINOIS 
Afte r a disastrous fire had d estroyed the old church bu.ildii;g. t~e Ba_ileyville Baptist 
Church constructed this brick building in 1920-1 921 which is s hll b e mg used today. 
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wit h the suppo1·l of one missionary 
(Miss Carrie Swy le r Tobert), t he 
church today s hares in t he support of 
miss iona ries on the fields of Japan ( the 
Sukuts), A frica a nd the P hilippine 
Islands. 

I n a dd ition t o fina ncial support, the 
church ha s had t he joy of seeing a 
number of i ts congr egation a nswer t he 
ca ll into the ministry, a t home and on 
the foreign field . Presently, a former 
membe r is serving in I nd ia, a not her is 
pas toring in California , and two youn g 
people are presen t ly preparing them
selves in Chr istia n schools, one in a 
Sem ina ry a nd a nother a t a B ible In
s t itu te. 

The church for some yea rs shared in 
a Vacation B ible School outreach with 
our neighbor in g community. H owever , 

Rev. a nd Mrs. Lyman F. Erickson of the 
Baileyville Bap tist Church, Baileyville. 

Illin ois . 

some ten years ago the burden for a 
m ore loca lized min is try t o t he childr en 
of our immedia te community led to the 
establishing of a Bible School in Bail
eyville. 

In a dd ition to personal wit ness, Sun
day school, missions, D .V.B.S., a nd 
camp programs, our church has had a 
coopera tive ministry in the I owa Asso
ciation. F or a number of year s a r a dio 
minis t ry was conducte d over a Chicago 
s t a tion , a nd later over a Rockford, Illi
nois s la t ion. 

CON'l'I NUI NG WITNESS 
T oday these various br anches of out

rea ch a re still ac tive, offering to the 
congregat ion a pla ce of service, and to 
t he commu nity a wi t ness for our Lord. 
T he W ord of God cont inues, a nd while 
our congr egation h as had a numbe r 
of families leave ma inly because of 
economic pressures, it still has t oday a 
warm, frie ndly invita tion to i ts com 
munity that they may find Chris t as 
Savior, and be edified in the knowledge 
of oLu· Lord. Our motto has been one of 
invitation to our community, and we 
extend i t to you when in our a rea, 
"Worship With Us a t the Village 
Church Wi t h a Vit a l Message." 
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BAPTISTS AT MIAMI BEACH 
(Cont inued from page 41) 

birds, anima ls, a nd reptiles may be 
see n at t he P a rrot Jungle, Serpentar
ium, and Monkey Jungle south of 
Mia mi. 

At the Parrot Jungle scores of br il
lia ntly colored macaws, cockatoos, and 
pa rrots fly free. A 45 m inute show in 
t he jungle's P arrot Bow 1 fea t ur es 
tra ined macaws in a variety of tricks. 

Miami's Serpentarium is both a top 
attraction a nd a source of venom used 
in medical and scien tific research. Ven
om is extracted da ily from deadly co
bra s, vipers , a nd othe r reptiles. 

At the Monkey J ungle a tribe of 
Ja va monkeys roams throughout a rain 
forest of trees a nd v ines while visitors 
wa tch from caged wa lkways. Here t oo, 
is Bulu, who at 550 pounds is one of 
the la rgest gorillas in capt ivity. 

The 85 acre F a irchild Tropical gar
dens, another tour highlight , present 
the la rgest collection of tropical plants 
in the United S tates. Admission is free, 
but there is a 50 cent charge for the 
"tram tra in" ride around t he grounds. 

i\IIAJ\11 B E ACH GARDE N CENTER 
I n Miami Beach is the Ga rden Cen

ter with its display of exotic plants 
found in tropical cloud forests. A cruise 
t h rough t he city's inla nd waterways is 
als o popular with vis itors, as is t he 
20 cent tram r ide around L incoln ma ll. 
T here is a nominal charge for the 
Miami Beach city operat ed Bass M u
seum of Ar t. The Bass Museum, a city 
ope ra ted museum, houses the multi
million dollar Bass collect ion donated 
to t he ci ty by Mr. and Mrs. J ohn Bass 
of New York City a nd M iami Beach. 

It comprises 63 pa intings, ranging 
from such old masters as Botticelli, 
R ubens, Fra nz H a ls, a nd Ga insborough 
to Van Gogh, E l Greco, Modigliani, and 
modern French impressionists; n umer
ous examples of wooden sculpture, 
much da ting back as fa r as t he 14t h 
century ; and two of the largest t ap
estries in t he world. 

COJ\ill T O l\llAl\U BE ACH! 
The Baptis t Mecca in 1965 will be 

Mia mi Beach, F lorida, June 25 to 30, 
1965. From a ll pa rts of t he North 
America n continent a nd from many of 
the countries of the world they will be 
a rriving by boat, pla ne, bus and car 
to take part in t he greatest a nd most 
t hr illing Baptis t Congress ever held in 
history. They will be enjoying with 
open eyed a mazement the g lit ter a nd 
beauty a nd excitement of this "vaca
tion capital of the United S ta tes." 

But more tha n that, t hey will come 
to know what it means to have "your 
hear t strangely warmed" a nd your soul 
li fted up in t he P resence of our Lor d 
a nd Savior , J esus Christ, as God's 
Word is proclaimed :.md his Name is 
magnified a t these Congress sessions. 

AND ON HIS HEAD WER E 
MANY CROWNS 

(Rev. 19:12) 

By Esthe r B elle Heins 
of L yn wood, California 

The K in g of k ings, the Lord of lords 
Is h e! 
Beloved K ing of Grace for you 
And me . 
H is head wears well dominion's crown . 
Scar red hands 
H old life a nd death w hich yield to his 
Comma nds. 
Oh, on his head a r e many crowns! 
He wea rs 
The cr own of P rovidence ; so m uch 
He cares! 
T he crown of all c rea tion too, 
We know-
For J ohn, in chapter one, says t his 
Is so. 
No crown can ever gr ace his head 
As one 
Of THORNS he wore that God's great 

will 
Be done! 

NOW WE ARE 88 
• Enlarged to 68 pages. 
• Latest m issionaries' p ictures 
• Life story of 88 missionaries 

P RICE - 75 Cen ts Each 
60 Ce nts E a ch in L ots of 

10 Copies o r l\for e. 

R OGER W lLLIAl\fS P R ESS 
7308 M a dison St., For est P a rk, Ill. 

THE WIND OW OF HEAVEN 

B y l\Iilly Sk inn er 
of Oran ge, California 

A m embe r of t h e Magnolia Ba ptist 
Church, A naheim, Californ ia . 

The w indow of H eaven is open, 
Sometimes I can see inside, 

My Savior with h is outstretched a rms, 
B iddi ng me com e in a nd ab ide. 

I have so m uch to do down here, 
So m a ny souls t o be saved ; 

I'd like to stay a lit tle longer, 
Until my pathway is bette r paved. 

I want m y Lord to lead me, 
In the work that I m us t do; 

F or t he souls I help upon th is earth 
W ill help m e to m a ke it through. 

The beautiful window is tempting, 
Lord, 

I nside I would find peace a nd rest; 
But before I stand befor e my Lord. 

I want to kno·w I have done my best. 

Were you to decide to take me home, 
Before in the morning I rise, 

I'll be in the glory I've been dreaming 
of, 

Through my window in Heaven's 
skies. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE 
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I 
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North American Baptist 
General Conference 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, Illinois 

-- .............. 

COOPERATING -----T _____ T __ _.l_ __ T _ _ __ _ T---~...._ 
SOCIETIES 

READ THE EXCITING HISTORY OF NAB CHURCHES 
• IN GOD'S HAND by 0. E. Krue

ger. 134 page book (paper back) 
written in an informal s tyle and 
with scholarly research. 

$1.00-Single Copy 
.70 per copy when ordered in lots 

of 10 or more. 
• BAPTIST ADVANCE 

In this exciting 512 page volume 
wit h t he history of all Baptis t 
Conferences, 30 pages are de voted 

to a colorful, thumbnail sketch 
of North American Baptists writ
ten by M. L. Leuschner. 

Cloth Bound - $4.00 
Paperback - $3.00 

• GO-Missionary Album of Cam
eroon, Africa. 

e ADVANCE - Statistical Graphs 
and Trends. 

WHERE YOUR MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTION GOES 

AHO All OTHER OEHOMIHATIOHAl AHO ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 
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RENEW YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 

to the 
"BAPTIST HERALD" 

$3.50 Per Year 
$3.00 Church Family Plan 

See yoiir publi cation r epresentative 

ROGER WILLIA!\:IS PRESS 
7308 l\:ladison St., Forest Park, Ill. 

MUSICAL REFORMER 
( Continiw d f r om page 37) 

in the church, goes over the four teen 
ta lks- then gives opportunity for ques
t ions. 

He also brings out points from the 
last panel discussion with teens in 
which they hash over such questions 
as: 

I s "worldly music" the music itself, 
the words, or wha t it produces in t he 
life and thoughts of the person t hat 
makes it wor ldly? 

Could a particular piece of music b e 
\vrong for one pe rson but acceptable 
for a nother? 

If we Jive t he t r uly Chris tia n life 
what relationship does Christ have t~ 
the music we listen to ? 

Why do you like the kinds of music 
tha t a re popular with ot her teens? Is it 
because you like t he m usic or beca use 
you want to be "in the know?" 

Approximate ly two w eeks after the 
series of talks , E r ickson has the teens 
fill ou t a post mor t em questionnaire. 

In what specific ways has your 
t hinking about mus ic been cha nged ? h e 
asks. 

THE WELL-BALANCED LIFE 
Answer s a re amazing ly m a ture : I 

n ow r ealize a balance of rnusic is neces
sary in the well-br.tlanced life ... 'it has 
g otten m.e t o really think aboiit w hat 
I l -isten to . . . I l ost interest in the 
roclc 'n' roll station. 

F or w ha t reasons have your musica l 
th inking been chan ged ? I t ried a varied 
d iet! . . . spealce;· w as convi:ncing ancl 
personal prayer ·was t he result .. . 

Wha t do you pla n to do as a result of 
this music sem inar? 

Vary rny rnusic types . . . rnalce sure 
my listening hl tbits do n ot i.nterf ere or 
conflict w it h rny versonal t est irnony or 
uxillc with t h e L ord ... t he step already 
has been t aken! 

The cha nge has not been m a de only 
in words, bu t in action. P a re nts com e 
up to E rickson and say, 

"I want you to know that the re 's a 
different a t mosphere in our home these 
days. Lis te ning ha bi ts have been 
changed. Sure, the music sometimes is 
loud- but the a ir is cleared." 

- Reprinted from 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 

wit h permission 
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Denominational Budget and Special Requests 
For the Fiscal Year Ending March 31, 1965 

ORGANIZATION or DEPARTMENT 

Coop era ting- Organizations 
General Missionary Society 

Home Missions ----------------$ 
Credit for Home Miss. Inv. Income 
God's Volunteers --- - - ----------
Church Extension ____________ _ _ 
Voluntary Evangelists __ __ _____ _ 
Cameroon Mission Operating ___ _ 
Cameroon Mission Building ____ _ 

116,659.00 
(6,127.00) 
21,642.00 
72,955.00 

Denominational Departments 
Chapel Building Fund __________ 2,500.00 
N.A.B. Inc. Pension Fund ___ ___ 14,400.00 
Aged Ministers & Relief ________ 4,900.00 
Homes for the Aged (Seven) ___ 4,200.00 
Conference and Council _________ 42,000.00 
Promotion & Publicity Expense _ 37,800.00 
Stewardship & Higher Education 16,300.00 
District Secretaries __ __________ 41,900.00 
Fellowship Fund --------------- 0 
Budget Reserve -------~-------- 30,000.00 Japan Mission Operating _______ _ 

1,000.00 
208,326.43 

9,900.00 
51,377.00 
12,500.00 

5,000.00 

------
Japan Mission Building ________ _ Total Denominational Dept's. -$ 194,000.00 
Austrian Mission Operating ___ _ 
Credit for Foreign 

Total Budget ----- - --- -----------$ 920,000.00 
Miss. Inv. Income ___________ _ 

Administration ________ _____ __ _ 
(2,982.43) 
41,750.00 

532,000.00 

Denominational Advance --- -------$ 90,000.00 .:.____...;.._ __ 
Total General Miss. Society ___ $ Special Funds-(To be sent as 

Other Cooperating Societies 
Roger Williams Press Operating _ 22,200.00 
Roger Williams Press Bible Day _ 4,000.00 
North American Baptist Seminary 76,000.00 
Christian Training Institute _____ 58,000.00 
Dept. of Christian Education ____ 32,000.00 
Woman's Missionary Union _____ 1,800.00 

=--~:--=-::--=-::-:=--

Total Other Cooperating Soc. __ $ 194,000.00 

received. Estimated Income) . 
Church Extension Builders ______ 40,000.00 
Church Extension Buildings __ __ 30,000.00 
Special Seminary Library Fund __ 10,000.00 
C. T. I. Library Fund ---------- 1,000.00 
Japan Revolving Loan Fund ____ 5,000.00 
Others ----------- - ------- ----- 4,000.00 

Other Special Funds ______ ____ 90,000.00 

Total Cooperating Societies ---- ----$ 726,000.00 Total Budget and Specials ---------$1,100,000.00 

CHRIST HAS LEFT AN INHERITANCE FOR YOU 
"Come ye blessed of my Father, inh erit the kingdom p repared for you from 
the foundation of the world" (Matthew 25:34). 

Will you leave an inheritance for Him? 

Remember Christ's work in your will. 

For information and a ssistance write: 

Dr. Frank H . Woyke 

North A1nerica11 Baptist General Conference 

Box 6 

• • • 

Forest Park, Illinois 60130 - P hoto by A. Devaney, Inc. , N . Y. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 

EMPHASIS -1965 
Denominational Theme: 

" Our Mission in Higher 
Edncation" 

Theme Scripture: 

r T 

Ol}ft HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAM IN JAPAN 

"Study to show thyself approv
ed . . . and teach others also" 

(2 Timothy 2:15, 2 ). The male q~0rtct of the Osaka Biblical S eminary sings at the 1964 
graduation e:>cercises. This is the year of o ur "High er Education Empha

sis" on the mission fie lds and at home. 

ATTEND SOME OF THE 200 HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCES 
We bel ieve confide ntly that th e following prac

tica l benefits w ill result from your atte ndance at 
th ese confere nces: 

l. A greate r recognition tha t God's command 
to "Teach all nations" is directed to every believer 
today. 

2. A greater understanding of the magnitude 

of our God-given responsib il ities as North Ameri
can Baptists in the area of hig her educa tion. 

3. A greater prayer support for our denomi 
national e ducationa l efforts at hom e and abroad. 

4. A grea ter financial support for o u r denomi
n a tional programs of higher education. 

5. A greater response on the pa rt of you th 
to God's cal l to Christian service vocations. 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

The v iewing of new slide sets pre
pared by the Committee on Higher 
Educa t ion, the Seminary, C.T.I. , a nd 
the Board of Mi ssions in various Sun
day school cla sses and departments 
wi ll g ive added ed ucationa l empha
sis to the conference. The Sund ay 
school rnay a lso participate in a spe
cial miss ionary offeri ng designated 
for " higher e ducation efforts at home 
and abroad ." 

PURPOSES OF OUR HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCES 
These Conferences seek to confront youth with the claims of God upon 
their lives and also seek to reveal to Chris tians their God-given share in 

the ministry of te a ching. 
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