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What’s Happer:

Rev. H. Kaaz of Forest Park, Ill, and
Mr. C. J. Netting of Detroit are the
representatives of the Central Confer-
ence in the General Missionary Commit-
tee. Bro. Kaaz is the missionary See-
retary of the Conference. Mr. Elmer E.
Staub of Detroit is substitute represen-
tative to the General Committee. Rev.
O. R. Schroeder and Rev. J, Herman are
the other members of the Conference
Missionary Committee. The Conference
Treasurer, C. Voth, was reelected.

Miss Erna Brueckmann began her
work as church missionary with the
Humboldt Park church, Chicago, on the
1st of September. She is a graduate of
the Northern Baptist Seminary and had
one years training in hospital work.

The Burns Ave. church of Detroit had
sixty-two members present at the Cen-
tral Conference in Benton Harbor. Last
vear the conference met in the Burns
Ave. church. Evidently the meetings
were good and left a taste with the peo-
ple for more. This is the record for a
delegation for that distance. Most all of
these visitors motored from Detroit. The
automobiles are bringing more people to
our conferences. They are also inereas-
ing the problem of entertainment.

The Young People’s Society of the
Lansing, Mich., church, Rev. H. Sellhorn,
pastor, has increased in membership
from 13 to over 60 within the first year
of its organization. That is a fine rec-
ord. Keep going!

Tre Baraca and Philathea Classes of
the Humboldt Park Sunday school rec-
ently purchased a fine Davenport Bulle-
tin Board, T2x44, and presented it to the
church to be affixed to the front part of
the edifice. Dedication services were held
presided over by the pastor, Rev. E. G.
Kliese. In the name of both classes,
Miss Anna Luedke held a presentation
speech and the chairman of the church
trustees accepted the gift and thanked
in the name of the congregation. The
dedicatory prayer was made by Bro, C. A.
Daniel. Here is a fine suggestion for
some organized classes to go and do like-
wise.

About 400 delegates and visitors reg-
istered at the Central Conference in
Genton Harbor. The St. Joseph church
participated in entertaining some of the
visitors. The flower decorations in the
church were grand. Through the efforts
of Rev. W. Raebel of Akron and some
of the local church members the United
Bulb Company of Benton Harbop do-
nated 1000 sprays of gladiola blooms in
the various hues. This transformed the
front part of the auditorium and the
dining room into a veritable hower of
heauty.

Bro. Joseph E. Rocho of Detroit, Fi-
nancial seertary of the Ministers’ Pen-
gion F'und, in making his report at Ben-
ton Harbor, stated that the Central Con-
ference had a “100 per cent record” as

all the ministers in the conference elig-
ible to membership had joined the Pen-
sion Fund. Now let there be a drive in
all the other conferences to equal this
splendid record.

Rev. Chas. F. Zummach and family
recently motored to his home in Killaloe,
Ont. Mis church in Kankakee gave him
a month’s vacation. ‘Upon their return
home a “Welecome Home” reception was
tendered the pastor and family. They
were also presented with a substantial
purse to defray the expenses of their
trip.  While in Killaloe, they attended
the wedding of Mr. Zummach’s youngest
sister, who was married to Rev. F. L.
Strobel, pastor of the chureh in Arn-
prior, Ont. Mr. and Mrs. Strobel spent
their honeymoon in New York.

The Round Lake Baptist church, Glad-
win, Mich., Rev. P. F. Schilling, had a
great day, Sunday, August 31. Fourteen
were baptized and received into the
church. Rev. W. Raebel of Akron, O.,
the first pastor of the church, was pres-
ent and preached two good sermons.

Pastor Schilling is looking forward to
another baptismal service soon.

The Bethel Baptist church of Buffalo,
Rev. E. Umbach, pastor, has decided to
build a new basement in the present
church. Raising the building, installing
steam and a new pipe organ will call for
an expenditure of $17,000. Pledges
amounting to $13,000 have already been
made by a willing people. A daily vaca-
tion Bible school was held during the

summer with an average attendance of
30. ;

Mr. Carl Grimm of the East St. church,
Pittsburgh, N. 8., is the new treasurer
of the Eastern Conference. Rev. A. A.
Schade forestalled re-election on account
of his health and church duties. Bro.
Grimm has been active in Pittsburgh
Baptist affairs for some years and will
undoubtedly make a very efficient treas-
urer.

The officers of the Eastern Conference
this year are Rev. A, A, Schade, moder-
ator; vice-moderator, Rev. O, E. Schultz;
secretaries, Rev. A, F. Runtz and Rev.
C. Peters. Rev. J. P. Brunner was re-
elected missionary seeretary and repre-
sentative to the General Committee with
Rev. D. Hamel as substitute. The report
of the conference treasurer showed $23,-
203.66 raised by the churches during the
yvear for missionary and benevolent of-
fering,—just about double the total of
the year before. The membership is
2436, a loss of 32; the Sunday school
enrollment shows a slight gain.

An innovation in the meetings of the
Atlantic Conference this year was the
appointment by the moderator, Rev. G.
Sehneck, of women delegates to serve
with the brethren on the various confer-
ence committees. From our observation
they rendered good service, as the sisters
usually do.
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Rev. and Mrs. Paul Wengel of First
church, Brooklyn, N. Y., were gladdened
by the birth of a daughter on Septem-
ber 3. The new arrival bears the name
of Esther Peace Wengel. During the
Atlantic Conference in Brooklyn Bro.
Wengel was naturally wreathed in
smiles. The wider circle of friends join
in the congratulations.

The officers of the Atlantic Conference
for the year are Rev. G. Schneck, moder-
ator; Rev. S. A. Kose, vice-moderator;
Rev. Julius Kaaz and Rev. J. Pastoret,
secretaries. Bro. Wm. Graafmeyer was
re-elected treasurer. Rev. S. A. Kose and
Rev. P. Wengel are representatives to
the General Committee, with Mr. Chris-
tian Schmidt as substitute. The mem-
bership is 4322, a loss of 92, due to
radical revision of membership lists in
some churches. 156 baptisms were re-
ported. $185,022.68 was given by the
churches for all purposes. $52,888 was
given for missionary and benevolent ob-
jects,—an increase of $12,610 over the
previous year.

At the session of the Southwestern
Conference, held at Marion, Kans., In
August, a Conference Young People's
Union (Jugendbund) was organized.
Charles Zoschke was elected preside.nt;
Bro. Wiegand of Okeene, Okla., vice-
president. A committee composed of
Charles Zoschke, John Husman, H. R
Schroeder, H. A. Meyer und Bro. Wle—
gand was elected to draw up a constitu-
tion and otherwise to plan in behalf of
the new organization. We congratulate
the young people of the Southwestern
conference on taking this step forward
and look for the Union to be a real work-
ing force for Young People’s aims within
the conference.

Miss Laura Voigt has resigned as Mis-
sionary worker in the First Church,
Brooklyn, N. Y.
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Our Special Missionary Number

E are glad to present to our readers this

month a special enlarged number. There
are eight additional pages. They are all crovyded
with interesting and thrilling facts aEnd fine illus-
trations and give a full and stimulating survey of
our denominational missionary work at hom'e ?.nd
abroad. We are indebted to our Gene_ra] Mission-
ary Secretary, Rev. Wm. Kuhn, for this extra ma-
terial. .

It is the story of what our Master has given the
German Baptist churches of North Amerlca to (_lo
in helping to fulfill and carry out his great mis-
sionary commission. Missionary }vork is insepar-
ably connected with the Christianity of Christ. To
be faithful to him means to l_Je an active partici-
pant in the missionary enterprise.

Recently we saw the motto emblazoned on a big
panner in a Young People’s convent19n: “Liber-
ated, therefore Loyal.” Our Lord has liberated us,
who are his followers, from sin, Satan and selfish-
ness. Delivered out of the power of darkness, we
have been translated into .the kmgdqm of tpe Son
of his love. Because of this redemption w}'uch I‘{as
made us what we are, we are I?yal to him with
the ardor of a glowing and serving love. _“Loyal
forever, King of our lives, by thy grace we will be.”

This includes loyalty to his great con'!mand: Go
ye and make disciples. We must pray, give, go anc}
help go. As we read the story, we realize that
German Baptists have been given a wonderful op-
portunity. Open doors have beckoneq to us and
we have entered in. The Lord ha's given us 1_:he
smile of his approval. We must continue in the high
and holy task. Every young German Baptist must
be a helper.

Again we commend this special number to the
earnest, careful and prayerful perusal of our read-

ers.

Pittsburgh—1925

OW that all of our various local conferences
for 1924 have met and passe.d into histor){,
the next big event which loom?, up in our denomi-
national life for next year is Pittsburgh—1925. In
the great industrial city on the headwaters of the
Ohio our next triennial conference will convene
the latter part of August, 1925. It ought to be_a
notable coming-together of our German Baptist
people, interested in the doings and the destiny
of our churches and our general work. We urge
upon our Young People’s and Sunday school work-
ers to make early plans to visit Pittsburgh, 1925.
It will be the first time a Triennial Conference
meets in Pittsburgh. During the coming months, we

hope to give information from time to time con-
cerning the convention city and conference ar-
rangements.

Our readers will be interested in a brief descrip-
tion of Pittsburgh, recently written by Mayor W.
A. Magee. He says:

Gateway to the West, Pittsburgh is a kind of
modern Appian way whence “all roads lead to
Rome.” It has its seven hills, too, and throbs at
their feet with an industry of which early civiliza-
tions had not the slightest inkling.

In 1923 it was the fifth city in America, with a
population in the metropolitan district of 1,250,000.
It is within one day’s journey by rail of more than
half the population of the country, and leads all
other American cities in per capita wealth, Its
vearly output of manufactured products is valued
at nearly four billion dollars.

Forty per cent of the soft coal consumed in
America comes from Pittsburgh mines, and fifty
per cent of the coke from the Pittsburgh-Connells-
ville district. Nearly forty per cent of the coun-
try’s iron and steel is manufactured in Pittsburgh,
and all but ten per cent of the world’s supply of

radium is mined and manufactured by Pittsburgh-
ers.

Half the steel cars that run on the railroads in
America, are manufactured here. Pittsburgh sup-
plies about two hundred million dollars worth of
electrical appliances annually and was pioneer in
radio broadcasting. In the cradle days of the oil
excitement, it was the center of the petroleum in-
dustry.

On the aesthetic side, it has one of the finest art
galleries in the world, and this vear’s Interna-
tional Exhibition at Carnegie Institute was con-
ceded to be an epitome of the highest art devel-
opment of the universe. Carnegie Museum is fa-

mous for its contribution to the knowledge of pre-
historic animals.

Historically Pittsburgh has many interesting
sights. One of these is the “Block House” at the
confluence of the three rivers—the Monongahela,
the Allegheny and Ohio, where in 1754 General
William Trent, with British forces, took possession
of the territory and was driven off by the French
who erected Fort Duquesne. In 1758, the British,
under General John Forbes, captured Fort Du-

quesne, and named the place Pittsburgh in honor
of England’s prime minister.

_ In 1794 the ‘city was incorporated as a borough,
in 18_16 as a city, and in 1909 merged with its sis-
ter city of Allegheny, into one municipality.




Living _

HAT a magic, mysterious, thrilling thing is

life! What if our planet, this globe we call
our world, were a body like the moon,—dead,
gilent, a burnt out crater with no living being on
it! That which gives to our planet its very pre-
eminence among the stars that circle the limitless
space is the presence of life. It is the abode of
living beings and man is the crown of creation.
In him physical life has attained its culmination
and climax.

But not only physical being but mental and spir-
itual forces are involved, are innate and inherent
in this wonderful fact which we call life. Life is
rich because of its capacity of development. Life
is marvelous because of the wide circumference
of its enjoyment. Life is so attractive and interest-
ing because of the great range of achievement.
Life ecan be made beautiful by relationships, in
friendship, in love, in the home, in common social
aims, in the yokefellowship of high ideals, in the
fellowship of the followers of Christ. We cannot
take a too enthusiastic interest in life. As God
intended it for us, it is no empty vessel; it is a cup
large and deep, overflowing with satisfactory
draughts.

Then alas! the tragedy of it! Life may be de-
viated from its high purpose; it can be frittered
away by aimless and trivial living. It can be lived
pettily, selfishly and on a low plane; its high pos-
sibilities can be dissipated and degraded. A man
can lose his life as Jesus so forcefully and solemnly
tells us. He can lose his soul, lose his life, lose
himself.

Living can be turned into mere existence. The
belly can be made one’s God. Living can be turned
into mere gratification of the senses and self. Man
has the fatal faculty of training himself to live by
bread alone. The wonderfully broad and high
horizon of life can be narrowed and lowered by
raising the skyline of material things as if they
were the only things worth while, The outlook on
life can be dwarfed and stunted. The eyes of man
can be blinded to the best and most lovely in life,—.
“to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly
before God.”

Our earthly life is a gift from God. When God
first created and bestowed life, behold, it was very
good! But sin entered in. Sin spoils life. Sin
brought the thistles and the thorns. Sin deteriorates
life. Sin leaves its dreadful mark on every humap
life sometime, somewhere. The wages of sin are
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life iy
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Many thinkers have wondered how best to de-
fine the object for which the Son of God came intg
the world. Jesus himself announces his object in
those majestic words: “I am come that m

= | en may
have life a_nd_ that they might have it abuﬂdantly ,3,
Every Christian who truly believes in Jesyg Chri;st

receives the gift of life

Is it not strange that any man should
16 DU SWwang endeavor
to live his life without the help of God? e
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Watch this Bible School Contest

FOUR of our largest and leading Sunday schools
have agreed to enter into a contest regarding
attendance and offering, beginning with the first
Sunday in October. The schools are those of the
Evangel church, Newark, N. J., H. Theodore Sorg,
Supt.; the Clinton Hill church, Newark, N. J., Wm.
Schmidt, Supt.; the Temple church, Pittsburgh,
Pa., S. A. Hamel, Supt.; and the Oak St. church,
Burlington, Iowa, Herbert Hoelzen, Supt. The con-
test is to run until the middle of May, 1925.

The object of the race is to stimulate the con-
testing schools in a friendly way to increased mem-
bership and giving. At the end of the contest the
winner will be decided upon by the percentage of
attendance on the basis of the enrollment when
the contest started and also on the percentage of
the increased enrollment. The victory will come
to the school showing the highest percentage. We
will be glad to publish the figures from the schools
from month to month as the contest progresses.

No dogbt all of our readers will follow this con-
test with deep interest,

'I_‘here have been Sunday school contests in
which the only purpose seemed to be “to beat the
other fellow at all costs” and methods and means
have occasionally been employed that have not
reflected honor upon the cause of Christ and left
a har;nful reaction on the schools at the close.
Knowing the leaders of thege respective schools,
we are assured that the contest will be free from
such objectional features ang spirit and will be
qox‘lqucted along proper lines in the spirit of fra-
ternity and good will. Thig contest can be in the
Biblical sense a provoking of one another to good
works and love. It ought to lead up to a greater

interest and permanent : :
engaged. strengthening of the schools

Perhaps the news of thig contest may cause other

groups of schools in different cities or adjacent

parts of the country to st L :
: ar 5
along the indicateq lineg t & similar friendly race

Editorial Jottings

bYT“I;IeE;tI}J]ORD ; W.ORK ought not to be controlled
they d 4 condltl.ons or seasonal periods, though
from 0 exert an influence. If you have suffered
and zzlltmn;er S“‘WP and slackness, may the snap
be tras of the brisk and bracing autumn weather
ever ipled to school and society work. Let
very one rally with renewed zeal.

Gl]?eI:E}; CEI?TTR{"IL, Eastern and Atlantic _Confel:-
1 ¥ resolutions commended the “Baptist Her:
ald, . rejoiced n itS progress and gl‘O‘«Vth ﬂ.nd
unamnwu_sly expressed the desire to have it ap-
bear semi-monthly at an early date.

'DURING THE LATTER PART of August, the
editor attepded the Central Conference at Benton
iir?\?r'YMMh" the Eastern Conference at Roches-
Tof, cit -» and the Atlantic Conference at Brook-
yn early in September. At all of these confer-
ences the Sunday school and Young People’s meet-
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ings were among the largest and most enthusiastic.
Abundant opportunity was given to present our
distinctive work.

WATCH FOR the announcement of our new con-
tinued story soon to be started. We are now nego-
tiating with one of our nationally known story
writers of great repute for the serial rights to one
of her best stories. It will be a big feature of the
“Baptist Herald” for the next year. You will enjoy
the story and be eager for it from month to month.
Let every booster and agent remember and empha-
size this in our next year’s campaign for subscrib-
ers, which will start this late fall.

OUR NOVEMBER NUMBER will also be a spe-
cial number giving prominence to the other denom-
inational agencies in our denominational life apart
from the General Missionary Society.

Radiant Lives
0. E. KRUEGER

T the head of the list of things the church of
today needs most you may write, radiant lives.
Jesus recognized that fact when; he told the dis-
ciples that they were the light of the world and
asked them to let their light shine. Paul said, “Now
are ye light in the Lord,” and, “Ye shine as lights
in the world,” and again, “Ye are the children of
light.” Yes, we need some one to keep us straight
theologically, we need some one to defend the
faith inside and outside the camp, we need better
preaching, better teaching, better co-operation, bet-
ter material equipment, but is not the outstanding

need of today more radiant lives?

A Rare You may have thousands of apologists
Reality and ten thousands of controversialists

where you have a dozen of radiant lives,
but in the balances these weigh more than those.
You are fortunate if you are privileged to live in
the warm glow of radiant life, kindled by the l-ife
of God. When Moses had been in close communion
with God forty days and forty nights “the skin of
his face shone” and they were afraid to come near
him. Jesus had a deep appreciation of the char-
acter of John the Baptist, calling him a “burning
and shining light.” A man, who probably had not
50 much as a comb to smoothe out his tangled hair,
not so much as a bar of soap to wash his body, clad
in a rough garment of camel’s hair, feeding on
locusts and wild honey, he is nevertheless “a burn-
ing and shining light”” His was a radiant l_ife!
When the enemies of God made false accusations
against Stephen, “they saw his face as it had been
the face of an angel.” But of course no life has
been so radiant as the life of Him, “who is t.h_e
brightness of his glory, the express image of his
person.” Despised and rejected, a man of sorrow,
having no form, no comeliness, no beauty to be de-
sired, and yet the eyes of three privileged men saw
his face shine as the sun. At his resurrection “his
countenance was like lightening” and now at t.he
right hand of God he is radiant as the ‘“sun shin-
ing in his strength.” Why should radiant lives be
so rare since the promise reads, “They that be wise
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shall shine as the brightness of the firmament and
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars
for ever and ever.”

An Early When Jesus comes with power to glad-
Eclipse den we may truly sing, “There is sun-

shine in my soul today,” but how
quickly does that light sometimes fade away, and
it does so because some “planet” passes between
the sun and the soul or the soul turns away from
the sun. “They looked unto him and were radiant.”
If you look at all the aches of your body and all
the ills of the church, if you consider all the faults
of your neighbors and all the failures of the world,
radiance will soon fade from your life. If Moses
had fixed his eye on Israel frivolous, murmuring,
unbelieving, rebellious, he would never have needed
a veil to cover his radiant face. He looked unto
him and was radiant, If you look down that dry
hole in the ground which was to have been an oil-
well too long, no one will ever tell the story of your
radiance. The money you sunk there is gone for-
ever, and you just let by-gones be by-gones! Look
unto him and be radiant.

A Sacret It’s an open secret too. Too simple to
Secret be called a secret, and still its hidden

from so many. Look unto him and be
radiant! Set your most brilliant geranium away
from the light into a dark cellar and see what hap-
pens. “Let a little sunshine in”’—we sing it, but
don’t do it. Bruce Barton tells how hard it was
for him to keep his eyes away from the radiant
face of Anton Lang, the man who twenty-five years
ago was chosen to “play” the part of Christus in
the Oberammergau Passion Play. For twenty-five
years and more he has been trying to think, talk
and act like Jesus and it has given him a most
wonderful face because it’s more than “play” with
him. He says, “I have tried to live the life.” Haw-
thorn tells the beautiful story of the transformation
of the face of a boy effected by a life of admira-
tion of a great stone face in the rock of the moun-
tainside. Paul gives us the sacret secret in those
most wonderful words, “But we all with open face
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord are
changed into the same image from glory unto
glory.”

A Persuasive T_he Holy Spirit is a spirit of ra-
Power diant joy. If all the people who
hq.ve lost the joy of salvation and
do not care for its restoration, but are hankering
after the joys of the world being sorry for them-
selves to be tied up to a “joy-killing” church,
would just step out and the people who remain
would look unto Him, “count their blessings in-
stead of their blisters,” name his promises and not
nurse their pains, how radiant the sanctuary would
be! Bri]liancy‘is still popular and powerful. Bril-
liant jewels, brilliant lights, brilliant minds, radiant
lives command attention! The church that thinks
a gymnasium is_necessary to hold the young peo-
ple, had better just cheer up the old building with
new paint, new lights and install a dozen radiant
lives—especially these! “Jesus bids us shine.”




THE BAPTIST HERALD

For Bible Study

Jeremiah and His Prophecies

Jeremiah, whose name means “Ap-
pointed of the Lord,” was the son of Hil-
kiah of Anathoth. The little village of
Anathoth was a short distance north of
Jerusalem within the tribe of Benjamin.
Jeremiah was of priestly descent. He is
one of the chief of the Hebrew proph-
ets. The exact date of his birth is un-
known but the period of his prophetic
labors extended through 40 years from
626-586 B. C. He was called to be a
prophet when quite young, perhaps not
over 20 years of age. (1:1-7; 25:3.)
He was forbidden to marry or to form
any social ties. Never did a man who
loved his country and his God have
more indignities heaped upon him for
trying to be faithful to both. He was
cast into prison. (Chap. 20.) After the
final capture of Jerusalem he was left in
Palestine hut toward the close of his life
was carried against his will to Egypt.
(43:6. 7.) Whether he was stoned to
dgath in Egypt according to a late tra-
dition or made his escape to Babylon, it
is impossible to say.

Jeremiah has been called the “Mourn-
ing Prophet,” the “Weeping Prophet,”
the “Prophet of the Broken Heart.” His
mission was a sad one. One writer says
that he was especially fitted to attend
the funeral services of the dying dynasty
of David, He was a priest in the dying
days of the national glory of Israel,
“H.is office was like that of a minister
obliged to accompany a criminal to the
sc?.f}t’lo]d." The very atmosphere of Jere-
miah was sorrow. 8:22; 9:1: i Ly
15:8; 20:14.) S

The Background of His Prophecies

In Jgremiah’s day true religion had a
harc_i time to maintain itself. The refor-
ms}tmn under King Josiah was super-
ficial hecause drastic and bloody and
therefore had but little permament effect,
upon the nation. The corruption wasg
deep and fatal; they that handled th;‘g
law knew not God, “and the false proph.

ets misl i
Baal.’ls ed the people and Prophesied hy

Politically the nation was betwe
two great powers of Egypt ande:Ey!{:;
\frho fought foritasa prize. The national
life c?f Judah was about exhausted.
nancially they were bankrupt by -taxe;
and .d'roughts. So bad was the whole
conda_tmns of things that God had de
termined to send the best of the peop];
into captivity while he cleansed the land
from its wickedness, (Chap. 25.)

Jeremiah was the prophet to covey the
retreat. He must tell them of their gin-
fulness; warn them of the coming wrath
urge them to surrender to 2 foreigr;
enemy, thus appearing a traitor to his
country; and yet arouse hope in an al-
most hopeless people.

Jeremiah’s Difficult and Unpopular Task

Jeremiah’s task was varied and diffi-
cult. “No soft and easy task his. No
velvet of tongue and touch. He was
against everybody and everybody was
against him—everybody save God. (1:
19.) The railroad engineer said: ‘The
red light is always agin ve.’ Jeremiah
was ordained to swing the red light.”
(Weddell.) His opponents seem to have
heen organized, for they say: “Come and
let us devise devices against Jeremiah”
(18:18). Read what Jeremiah answers,
18:21-23.

In the face of hostility from kings,
politicianis, princes, priests, people, he
must stand firm as an iron pillar and
declare the word of God. (1:18.) Yet
he must also speak words of hope to the
few who were leaning upon God as a
God of mercy. To be both a gentle com-
forter to the humble and a relentless
smiter to the stubborn was a work for
no ordinary man.

A Clear-Sighted Statesman

Jeremiah was the last of Juda's
prophet-statesmen. We do not know how
he obtained his knowledge of political
affairs, but he had the facts. When
Egypt was offering aid, he saw that her
fiery zeal would not avail. When Nebu-
chadnezzar became king, he saw that a
great conqueror had come to power and
advised submission while yet he was a
great way off.

A Brave Man

The “mourning prophet” is also the
“manly prophet.” Though naturally a
shrinking, timid and sympathetic man of
sensitive and emotional nature yet at the
call of duty he took up his work as a
prophet and kept at it unflinchingly for
40 years, though his work might have
caused the stoutest heart to shrink from
the task.

There is a certain kind of preaching
that is popular, but it is not the kind
that was done by Jeremiah or Paul or
Jesus Christ. The falge prophets of
Jeremiah's time were optimistic; he was
sad.  They preached peace; Jeremiah
punishment. Their words did nothing to
awaken. conscience; Jeremiah was ever
reminding them of their sins and the
inevitable retribution that awaits them.
He believed it was better to face the
saddest, sternest fact than to he fooled
by the smoothest, sweetest fiction. (23:
15-40.)

His messages created anger in high
places and he was summoned before the
princes to answer for his plain preach-
Ing; but he said: “The Lord sent me to
prophesy against this house and this city.
I am in your hand; do with me as
seemeth good and meet unto you” (26:
12-14).

His prophecies of 23 years were de-
stroyed by Jehoiakim (chap. 36), but

Jeremiah lost no time in dictating a
second edition, revised and enlarged.
(36:32.) This edition no doubt formed
the basis of the text we possess in the
book of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah has been called the “Prophet
of Failure,” but only in the same sense
that the Holy Spirit sometimes labors in
vain. With all the rebuffs and discourage-
ments, his words at the last are as clear
and positive as at the first. His life is
a grand illustration of faithfulness and
the sustaining power of divine grace.
(15:19. 20.)

Outline of the Book

1. Jerusalem before the Fall,
1-38.

2. Jerusalem after the Fall. Chap. 39
to 45.

3. Against other nations. Chap. 46-52.

The third part surveys the whole field
of nations known in Jeremiah’s time.

The Book of the Prophet Jeremiah,
says Sell, is a combination of history,
biography and prophecy. It marks the
utter destruction of Jerusalem and the
temple and closes the period of the
monarchy.

Chap.

Jeremiah and Jesus

Jeremiah foresaw the dawn of better
days which would be brought about by
Israel’s repentance and regeneration and
by the renewal of the covenant between
Israel and Jehovah. It has been said
his greatest work was the discovery of
the individual. (31:29. 80.) To the
nation as a whole he preached doom, but
to the individual the promise of a new
covenant, when God’s law would be writ-
ten on the hearts of men. (81:31-40.)

The personality of the Messiah is not
dwellt upon by Jeremiah as fully as by
other prophets. Yet he speaks of him in
23:5-8; 30:4-11; 33:14-26. George Adam
Smith says: “Beyond every other in the
old dispensation, Jeremiah was the fore-
runner of Jesus Christ; and that both
in his teaching and in his personal ex-
perience.”

Jesus seemed to some of the Jews Jere-
miah come again. In answer to the
question, “Whom do men say that I
am?” the disciples gave as one ans?vir-
“Some say Jeremiah” (Matth: 16:1 ).
Jeremiah’s stern, solitary figure was re-
called when the greater prophet cams
who also was “a man of sorrows an

acquainted with grief.” A. P. MiaM.

Bible Promises

Bible promises are like precious stonﬁs
that change their brilliancy with the
changing light that falls upon them. We
may read them for years and give them
but little thought. Then in some hour
of need they flash out with 'a new and
personal meaning that makes them our
very own.
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The Sunday School

The “Dear Children’” School

One day I visited a Sunday school
and looked it over with keen interest. It
was the school of a prosperous and nu-
merically strong church; it was in a
residence neighborhood, where the fam-
ilies lived for a number of years; the
atmosphere of the school seemed gen-
erally helpful.

But my attention was attracted by the
fact that the well-filled classes seemed
to stop abruptly at about the age of
fourtaen; after that there were few
classes, and these had only a scattered
group of pupils.

Now, of course, this was not the first
time I had noticed the lack of older
pupils. But in this case I was at a 1o§s
to account for it. I watched the public
exercises of the school; they were not
specially attractive—but they were pot
seriously unattractive. The teaching
work seemed of high order.

I asked for the superintendent. and
found he was away for the day. I was
introduced to the assistant superinten-
dent, and I asked him abot.lt phe older
pupils, He could not explain it. They
had often discussed the matter; but they
could find no reason for it; so they had
come to regard it as a situation that
could not be corrected.

I went away, thought it over, and de-
cided to go back to the school the next
Sunday and discuss the matter with tihe
superintendent. I did not propose to give
it up until I had made a real effort to
solve the problem.

Arriving at the school a few minutes
before the opening hour I knew that I
could not discuss the problem with the
superintendent until after the opening
service of worship; so I sat down to
listen to this service.

Then I had my eyes opened. The
service had been carefully planned in
advance; it was well-balan_ced; th_e_su-
perintendent was skilled in presiding.
But—and here came the revelatm.n!

He was one of the “dear children”
superintendents. He spoke to tjle school
by saying, “Now, children,” or “My dear
children.,” Omne of the hymns in ?:hls
opening service for a school cor_npnsed
of Junior, Intermediate and Senior De-
partments was

“I think when I read that sweet story
of old,
When Jesus was here among men,
How he called little children as lambs to
his fold,
I should like to have been with them
then.”

A beautiful hymn, of course; but it is
not suitable for the older groups. Still
other hymns on the program were like-
wise best suited for the smaller children.

Once he referred to the school as “dear
boys and girls,” but more frequently to
“children.”

The superintendent had a fine person-
ality, the music was good, the program
varied, the order quite satisfactory; in-
deed, the school bore many of the marks
of success. But the school stopped, al-
most abruptly, at the fourteen-year line.
Hence it was not a successful Sunday
school,

I had not made the discovery the Sun-
day before because the superintendent,
of the “dear children” type, was not
there. But one service under his direc-
tion convinced me.

They had treated the Sunday school
as a children’s affair; and the Sunday
school had accepted the designation.
Boys and girls—more particularly boys
—had heard that “dear children” phrase
from the platform during all their
younger days; and had not been dis-
turbed by it. But there came a time
when they resented it; then there came
a time when they made their own de-
cisions, largely, as to whether to go to
Sunday school or not. Ant they decided
not to go to a place meant primarily for
“children.” That was no place for a
fifteen year old or a sixteen year old!
They did not know, always, what was
responsible for their first dislike; but it
was not difficult to discover the trouble.

Now the Sunday school is not primarily
a grown-folks affair; nor is it wholly a
small children’s affair. The older boy
and girl belong there, It is bad enough
to have to sit next to a class of “kids,”
or even in the same room with them.
But to be classed with them, to be ad-
dressed as ‘“children”—that reached the
limits of patience. And when they could
choose for themselves, they chose not to
come.

Prescription? Oh, yes; easy enough to
prescribe! But will they take what T
order?

First, get the superintendent to mend
his ways; he is too good a man to lose.
He has so many other good qualities
that he ought to be saved for other
yvears of usefulness.

But, if this fails, get a new super-
intendent. The present loss is too heavy.
Better lose a few officers than have this
casualty list in the ranks of pupils.
Speak of the young people before you;
do not forget the children, but be sure
to remember these young folks whose
most sensitive nerves jump when ad-
dressed as ‘“children.”

Suppose these methods fail? But they
will not fail; one of them will work. I
know, for I have seen them both tried.—
Westminster Teacher.
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Not a brain cell working—the Super-
intendent who bangs the bell in the be-
lief that bell ringing gains attention
and combats disorder.

Bible Alphabets

“01d”? Yes, so is the Bible, and so is
the Alphabet. Yet we find both uni-
versally needed and increasingly used.
As a thread on which to string precious
pearls I have found the Bible Alphabet
both practical and pleasing.

First, as a very young teacher of little
children, we used it for short and often
incomplete verses, as “Ask and ye shall
receive,” “God is love,” etc.

Later, as superintendent of a country
Sunday school, meeting in a one-room
schoolhouse, anxious to implant in heart
and head more Scripture, we began a
Bible Alphabet.

I said, “Suppose we all learn our A B
C’s. Next Sunday each bring a Bible
verse beginning with the letter ‘A’ Re-
cite it, telling its location, or read it if
you prefer. We will also see how many
Bible people and places we know having
this initial, and whether there are any
books of the Bible whose names begin
with ‘A’”

0ld and young searched the Bible as
never before, and Sunday found a goodly
number eager to respond. I used the
large school blackboard and when we
were through with our drill it looked
like this:

PEOPLE BOOKS
dam mos—O0. T,
braham ts—N. T,
bel VERSES
Hios; sk—Matt, 7:7
hasuerus bide
himelech —John 15:4
aron s—John 15:9
ndtew 1I—John 6:37
o ccording
bijah —1 Cor, 8:10
Ja nswer

—Prov. 26:4
PLACE and 5
cquaint
SRS A d —Jobooing

Old men and little children, young
women and husky boys, helped to choose
our verses, and proud indeed was the
one whose verse was voted “it.” When
all verses were in, a free discussion
usually brought the choice to two; then
we voted, and the majority ruled as to
the one which should be ours. We all
found and read it together once or twice,
always closing with book, chapter and
verse. A few words of explanation and
application followed. During the week
we stored the verse in heart and head,
while we also “searched the Scriptures
daily” for “B’s.”

Each week we reviewed our selected
verses before taking up our new letter,
using a variety of methods, Sometimes
1L was in alphabetical order; sometimes
we called for them by references; another
time by subjects; as, “Who will give us
a verse about Love? one about Rest?
one about Peace?” Another time it
might be by books; as, “Who has a verse
from Exodus? Ephesians? Matthew?
Psalms?" In a short time, when RBible
verses were called for in a service there
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were no long pauses while contracted
brows showed the mental effort to pro-
duce one, but there was a joyous re-
sponse, with verse and location, in tones
of assured possession.

When we finished “Y” (we did not
take any incomplete verses, so omitted
“7"), our alphabet stood as follows:

A—Prov. 15:1 J—John 11:35
B—Matt. 5:8 K—Ps. 34:13
C—Matt. 11:28 L—Heb. 13:1
D—Ps. 34:14 M—Ps. 121:2
E—Prov. 30:5 N—Rom. 15:33
F—John 3:16 0—Ps. 119:18
G—Luke 2:14 P—Eph. 6:11
H—Eph. 6:2 @—1 Thess. 5:19
I—John 10:11 R—Exod. 20:8

S—Isa. 55:6

T—Ps. 119:11

U—Ps. 59:17

V—John 5:24

W—Matt. 24:42
X—(Ex.) Ps. 26:2
Y—Ps. 23:4
And all voted to start another, which
we did.—S. S. World.

A Stimulating Conference Report

(The Editor of the “Baptist Herald”
is glad to publish the following report,
as it contains some valuable and prac-
tical suggestions for the workers in all
of our conferences. Incidentally it also
shows how the Council members are at
work.)

To the Members of the Northwestern
Con_ference of German Baptists Con-
vening at Aplington, Towa, Aug. 26
to Aug. 31, 1924,

Your representative in the Young
People’s and Sunday School Workers’
Council sends you cordial greetings. He
will endeavor, in this brief report, to eall
attention to a few important features of
the work of religious education which our
churches are doing.

The interest which a domination like
ours takes in the moral and spiritual
“_'elfare of childhood and youth is espe-
cially manifested in the character of its
Sunday schools. While we have much
reason for gratitude to God for what has
been accomplished through our Sunday
schoqls in the past, we should continue
to give careful attention to their im-
provement and progress. Let us try to
discover the weak places and strengthen
them. No doubt, many of our churches
are, as yet, not sufficiently recognizing
the vital importance of training Sunday
school teachers. It is highly commend-
able that we encourage our people to
attel_ld Sunday School Conventions and
Inlstn.:ubes, but something in addition to
this is needed, if the great demand for
thoroughly qualified workers is to be met,
A teacher training class in every Sun-
day school, is the goal for which we
should strive. There are, no doubt,
young people in every one of our church-
eg whom God has called to become his
co-workers in the school of the church.
These young people should be given the
Lest possible opportunity for acquiring
that special knowledge and skill whicn
they will need for the most efficient
service.

It is gratifying that many of our
churches are not only striving to make
their Sunday schools bigger and better,
but are also extending the work of re-
ligious education by the use of other
means, One successful way of doing
this was deseribed in the “Baptist Her-
ald” of March, 1914. Other important
agencies are children’s sermons, classes
conducted by the pastor, Junior and In-
termediate societies, and last but not
least, Vacation Daily Bible Schools.

The importance of our young people's
work seems to be quite generally recog-
nized by the members of our Conference.
In some of our churches a number of
organizations carry on somewhat sim-
ilar, or related, activities. In addition
to the regular young people’s society
there are young men’s and young ladies’
organized Sunday school classes and
perhaps still other organizations that
have a similar purpose. Under such
circumstances something will undoubt-
edly be gained, if the activities of the
various societies are properly unified and
co-related. While it is desirable to cul-
tivate the right kind of a group spirit,
the different groups should also become
accustomed to co-operate with each
other in the upbuilding of the church
and the promotion of the Kingdom of
God. It may sometimes happen that a
society over-emphasizes some particular
kind of activity at the expense of other
things that are equally important. Such
a tendency can be overcome, if a well-
balanced program for a specified period
of time is agreed upon and adhered to,
as far as possible. This program should
include such features as worship, Bible
study, missionary education, social serv-
ice and recreational activities.

In our young people’s work, as else-
where, the great value of consecrated,
faithful and efficient leadership is being
demonstrated. While we seek to become
acquainted with the best methods and
forms of organization, we will therefore
not forget that character counts, and
that Christian personality is a factor of
tremendous importance in the success of
every Christian enterprise.

One of the gratifying features of the
work in our own and other conferences
is the manner in which the young peo-
ple are suppqrting the “Baptist Herald.”
They recognize the outstanding merits
of the paper and realize that it has an
important mission to fulfill. They and
many of our other members would like
to see the “Herald's” sphere of influence
and usefulness enlarged. Let us hope,
therefore, that the time is not far dis-
tant when our denomination will find it
possible to make the paper a bi-weekly
publication.

There are many indications that God
has, in the past, abundantly blessed the
efforts of our churches for the extension
of his Kingdom, and there is much that
should strengthen our faith and increase
our devotion, as we look into the future.

Your fellow worker,
HERMAN J. WEIHE.

THE BAPTIST HERALD

Eastern Conference Declaration
on War

Resolution on War and Militarism
adopted by the Eastern Conference of
German-American Baptist Churches in
session with the Andrews Street Bap-
tist Church at Rochester, N. Y., August
27-81, 1924.

As ardent lovers of our country and
as followers of the Prince of Peace ab-
korring all war be it resolved:

1. To commend our Preesident's desire
to call another conference for reduction
of armaments.

2. That in view of the world-wide de-
sire for peace, we deplore any efforts
and demonstrations tending to reawaken
or strengthen the war spirit in our na-
tion.

3. We emphatically state our conviction
that war should be declared by congress,
only upon vote of the people, except there
be imminent danger of attack.

4, That these resolutions be sent to the
President and to the Secretary of War,
also to the Rochester Press, our “Send-
bote” and “Baptist Herald” after being
read and approved at our Sunday evening
session, Aug. 31. Signed:

A. A. SCHADE, Moderator.
A. F. RunTtz, Clerk.

Tacoma Faithful During Summer

Our Tacoma B. Y. P. U. does not be-
lieve in summer vacations when it comes
to the King’s business. During all the
warm months we had our regular Sun-
day evening meetings, and they were a
great success. We have a fine bunch of
faithful members, and although some'of
the young people take the opportunity
of spending the week-ends in God’s great
out-of-doors (and surely our state is the
most beautiful garden spot of the world),
the meetings were usually well attended.
We wish that the unions who have en-
joyed a summer vacation will start In
with such zeal that will last all the year
round.

Several weeks ago we had Bro. Trau-
gott Dressler from Florida with us. Mr.
Dressler is a past president of our so-
ciety, and we enjoyed hearing of his ex-
periences since leaving Tacoma. At this
meeting between 70 and 80 were gresent,
and at a musical program which we
recently had, the attendance was far
over a hundred.

Our young people appreciate our “Her-
ald” I have heard many a time that
some one has said just a few hours
after the mail brought the paper, “0,
have you read this or that in the ‘Her-
ald’?  I've read it all.”

Our prayer is that God may bless all
those who help to make the “Herald” a
blessing. E. AHRENS.

* * *

It is said that if jazz is played near
an oyster, the oyster will open its shell.
This may be true, but it's a mean trick
to play on a poor helpless oyster.—
Boston Transcript.
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No one enjoys executing plans in the
making of which he had no part.

October, 1924
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Our Own Missionary Story

II‘ is cause for sincere gratitude thal
we German Baptists, a small group of
churches using a foreign language in
America, have a missionary story to tell.
If from the beginnings of our history
our fathers would not have had the mis-
sionary vision and passion, we as Ger-
man-speaking churches and national
organization would long have lost our
identity. Our fathers bequeathed to us
not only the missionary vision and pas-
sion but also some very concrete mis-
sionary institutions. @ We must prove
ourselves worthy of our heritage and
foster and further to even more com-
plete development what we have inher-
ited from the past.

The first step toward uniting all of
our denominational enterprises under
one budget was taken at the Bundes-
konferenz in 1919 when the Million I_)ol-
lar Offering was launched. At that time
only our national organizations were in-
cluded in the budget, and it remained
for the Bundeskonferenz at St. Paul in
1922 to include our benevolent organiza-
tions. We now have all of our denomi-
national enterprises united in the Mis-
sionary and Benevolent Offering. The
Finance Committee of the Missionary
and Benevolent Offering has been com-
missioned by the Bundeskonferenz to
secure the necessary funds to ‘carry on
our denominational work and to distrib-
ute the funds to the co-operating so-
cieties of the Missionary and Benev-
olent Offering according to the percent-

Financial

William Kuhn
General Secretary

age adopted by the Bundeskonferenz.
The amount of the total budget adopted
by the Bundeskonferenz in 1922 was
$955,000. The latest financial statement
of the Missionary and Benevolent Offer-
ing dated August 31, 1924, shows that
we are still very far away from reach-
ing our goal. From the date of this
last statement there are but eleven
months remaining until the close of the
Missionary and Benevolent Offering. It
will require sacrificial giving on the part

Report

of the Missionary and Benevolent Offering, from Aug. 1, 1922, to Aug. 31, 1924
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CHAION | st v biajeas ¢ $ 61,398.56 36.66% $116,454.37 $ 55,055.8
gggfgnMﬁ?;siona ........... 37,616.98  18.32 58,211.00 20,594.02
Ministers’ Pension .......... 1,641.256 6.28 19,954.69 18,313.44
Chapel Building . «ccocoeeon- 7,931.17 5.10 16,205.25 8,274.08
Care for Aged Pastors....... 4,128.12 4.18 13,281.95 9,153.88
Publication. Soclety i« vecssos 6,757.31 6,757.31
Widows and Orphans ........ 15,220.39 6.28 19,954.70 4,734.31
Seminary at Rochester ....... s,mggg 6.07 19,287.42 10,775.04
i v. Offering... 149,875b.
géii;v‘;“%uﬁﬁ““‘. ......... i, 1000 5.7 18,209.07 18,199.07
For “Mision” -.ccvoeveonnan 6,364.04 6,364.04
Chicago Home for Aged ..... 4,200.83 157 4,988.E§E 787.84
Philadelphia Home for Aged.. 2,467.11 1.67 -l,9§8.(n 2,?21.5(3
Portland Home for Aged..... 1,115.44 .52 1,652.30 536.86
Chicago Deaconess Home.. ... 1,390.07 .73 2,819.67 929.50
Relief for the Needy ........ 100,748.90 7.00 100,748.90
Missions outside of Missionary
and Benevolent Offering... 20,826.50 20,826.50
$430,204.50 $430,204.41 $149,875.86
Miscellaneous  Missions, not
under our Administration.... 81,804.92

of our whole membership to meet the
budget of $955,000, adopted by the Bun-
deskonferenz for the Missionary and
Benevolent Offering.

Missions at Home

It is inevitable that all stable and far-
reaching mission work must always be-
gin at home. In fact, the strength of the
home-base will determine absolutely our
distant accomplishments. If we live for
ourselves only, we must surely die; but
if we do not also live for ourselves, we
can never help others.

Our work at home has had a normal
development, and the specific needs of
our field have been the determining fac-
tor in creating the five following depart-
ments:

Home Missions

Chapel Building

Care of Aged Pastors

Ministers' Pension

Relief for the Needy.
Home Missions

This department fills in our denomi-
national life the same place that thsz
mother fills in a home; both render in-
numerable services, and these services
are usually so homely that they attract
little attention. In our denominational
life our Home Mission Department is
absolutely indispensable. This depart-
ment of our Mission Society organizes
new churches, fosters them until they
become self-supporting, aids in supply-
ing our churches with women-mission-
aries, provides district-missionaries to
give pastoral care to widely scattered
areas, appoints missionary colporters to
carry the gospel-invitation to those on
the highways and hedges, commits itself
to the development of our Sunday school
and Young People’s work in our whole
denomination and, in fact, considers it-
self the appointed and ever-ready helper
in any emergency that may befall our
churches.

At present we have under appointment
in our Home Mission Department

1 Sunday School and Young People's

Secretary
71 Missionary Pastors
15 Women-missionaries
4 District and State Missionaries
3 Missionary Colporters.

W. F. Grosser
General Treasurer
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A. P. Mihm
Executive Secretary
S. S. and Young People’s
Work

At the Bundeskonferenz in St. Paul,
1922 an organization was effected for the
Young People’s work. This organiza-
tion has assumed the name “German
Baptist Young People’s and Sunday
School Workers’ Union.” The simple fact
of this organization is clear evidence
that the denomination appreciates its
responsibility towards its own youth.
The Sunday schools and the Young Peo-
ple’s Societies are the departments in
our churches that demand special atten-
tion and care. Rev. A. P. Mihm is fill-
ing the office of Executive Secretary for
this most important work. In recent
years a number of strong local Young
People’s Conferences have been organ-
ized and they are doing a most vital
work in this specific field. “The Baptist
Herald,” of which Rev. A. P. Mihm is
the Editor, is without a doubt a vital
force in our Young People’s work. We
are glad to see that the number of sub-
scribers to “The Baptist Herald” will,
as we hope, very soon reach the five
thousand mark.

; It will require at least $80,000 to con-
tinue the work of our Home Mission De-
partment during the current year,

From April 1, 1924, to August 31,
1924, we have received from our
churches for our Home Mission De-
partment $22,928.61 and we have ex-
pended $34,204.74.

Chapel Bullding

In the early days of many a church
the meetings were held in some private
dwelling.  Such an arrangement has
never been more than a makeshift and
no church has ever prospered working
under such a handicap. In our DPresent
day more than ever before the chapel is
indispensable to a healthy development
of any church. In the early days of our
history there were very few of our
churches that had anything more than 5
very modest meeting-house. Today the
value of our church-buildings runs into
the millions of dollars. We have many
such that are a joy to the church and a
glory to the Lord. The department of
f_‘hapel Building aids churches by mak-
ing modest grants toward the expense
of erecting the building. All such grants
are secured to the denomination by a
gift-mortgage. The offerings of the an-
nual Children’s Day are a source of
income for this department.

Care of Aged Pastors

It is a distinctive fruit of the Chris-
tian religion that ample provision is
made for the weak and needy. It would
be to our eternal disgrace if we would
not provide for those veteran messengers
of the gospel who have given their serv-
ices without reserve and without ample
remuneration. Of course, the Lord has
promised to provide for them when
vears have enfeebled their strength, but
he has chosen us to minister unto them
the necessary help, so that their last
days may be care-free. No money that
we distribute is more gratefully accepted
nor more deservedly given than what we
appropriate to our aged ministers or
their widows.

At present we have twenty-six aged
pastors and sixteen pastors’ widows on
our monthly pay-list.

From April 1, 1924, to August 31, we
have received from our churches for this
department $2463.46 and have expended
$4237.80.

Ministers’ Pension

Since the inception of this department

the laymen have been the strongest ad-

Jos. E. Rocho
Secretary Ministers’
Pension

vocates and the never-tiring helpers. In
fact, the whole plan of organizing a
Ministers’ Pension Fund came from our
laymen. The secretary, Joseph E. Rocho,
has from-the very beginning been ac-
tively engaged and has rendered this
department large service, The Ministers’
Pension is not a charity, but every min-
ister who joins pays an annual premium
and the contributions from the churches
make it possible to pay each minister
an annual pension at the age of sixty-
five years. Should the minister becom~
incapacitated through sickness before
he reaches sixty-five years, he will re-
ceive an annuity during his lifetime.
There is also provision made for the
widows of ministers who die before they
reach sixty-five.

At present there are sixteen ministers
and ministers’ widows receiving pensions.

From April 1, 1924, to August 31,
1924, we have received from our church-
es for Ministers’ Pension $3,761.13 and
we have expended $1,432.77.
Relief for the Needy

There is never a time but that some-
where in some of our churches some of
our members are in need. We always
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have the poor with us, and it is our
pleasure that we have never yet lacked
the necessary funds to extend to them
the needed help.

Since the outbreak of the World War
this department of our Mission Society
has grown beyond anyone’s expectation
and we have been able to fill the many
hands of the needy which have been ex-
tended to us from Europe. In the last
fiscal year of the Missionary Society we
expended over $63,000 in this one de-
partment. It is our joy to know that
we have been privileged to feed the
hungry, clothe the naked and save the
dying with the money which has been
entrusted to us. It surely must have
strengthened the faltering faith of many
of God’s children who were in need, when
he sent through us the help for which
they prayed.

Our latest relief work has been in the
interest of the undernourished Baptist
children in Germany. This will appeal
to us all as being worth-while. It will
interest every one to see the photo-
graphs and read the report sent by Sec-
retary I*. W. Simoleit of Neuruppin.
My dear friends:

Herewith find enclosed please, two
photographs showing the fourth group
of our Children’s Relief Homes at Zip-

pelsfoerde and at Neuruppin. These

children were sent home a few days ago.
They have gained in weight from three
to thirteen pounds. We have tried to
give these poor undernourished children
the proper food, and we have also done
as much as we could to revive their
spirits. I believe that God has blessed
our efforts. It was delightful to see
lanquid eyes become vivacious, pallid
cheeks turn ruddy, and faith, hope and
love return to their little hearts. Nearly
all the children received new garments.
You should have seen their happy faces!
These little ones send .greetings to you
and to all their American friends and
benefactors, May the Lord Jesus Christ
himself reward you for it!

Other children will arrive tomorrow.
fifty-five of the poorest and weakest

ones. We pay their fares, and hope that

we shall be able to feed and clothe them.
We shall have taken care of more than
220 children in the deseribed manner.
This is beneficial to them beyond meas-
ure. Many thanks to you for all your
kindness. But my purse is now empty,
and I am waiting for more money from
you. This entire work for children’s
Telief will cost us about twenty thousand
marks. We could, of course, have_ done
it cheaper, had we given 'the children
weak soups, or had we omitted the ex-

pensive milk and butter, or if it had not.

been necessary to give them garments
and to pay their fares. Yet, I th_oug‘ht
to act in accordance with the desire of
the benefactors to do that which was
necessary with the view of accomplish-
ing the greatest results. We may grate-
fully say that this has been successfully
done. Very sincerely yours,
F. W. SimoLEIT.

We judge from the reports that are
arriving from Carl Fuellbrandt, who is
at present in Russia, there is a hard
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winter awaiting our brethren in many
parts of Russia. The need for cloth_ing
is most acute, and many of our Baptists
are so poorly clothed that they cannot
attend a public church service. There
have been total and partial failures in
crops in large areas of Russia. Only a
few days ago we cabled $2000 to Brother
Fuellbrandt which he will distribute
among our needy brethren in that sorely
tried country.

From April 1, 1924, to August 31,
1924, we have received from our church-
es for the relief of the needy $11,042.76
and we have expended in this department
$24,730.32.

Missions Abroad

From the earliest days of our de-
nominational history we have carried on
mission work beyond our own borders.
Therein lies, at least in part, the secret
of our growth. Being Baptists, we fune-
tioned in our missionary activities al-
most exclusively through the. American
Baptist Foreign Mission Soicety. To
this work we gave a few_of our men
and women and no inconsxderal?le sum
of money. Many of the missionaries
who have come from our cl}urqhes have
made for themselves a distinctive p}ace
among the missionaries of the_ Amer:ca_nl
Baptist Foreign Mission Society; their
names are crowned with the honor of
service rendered and they have ':md are
an important part in extending the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus among the
heathen. Many of our missionaries have
served so long that they have entered the
honored class of veterans, some have
gone home to their reward and still oth-
ers of the younger generation will some
day enter the foreign mission service of
our own Baptist society.

Before the World War we supported
the missionary work in the Cameroons,
which was under the administration of
the German Baptists of Germany. To
this work we gave the lives of immortal

men and women and the lesser gift of
tens of thousands of dollars. In con-
sequence of settlements after the late
war, mission work in the Cameroons has
passed into other hands, and neither we
nor the Baptists of Germany can ever
hope to again share in that work.

American Baptist Foreign
Mission Society

We are co-operating with the Ameri-
can Baptist Foreign Mission Society in
an undiminished measure. We have
made ourselves responsible for the sup-
port of a number of missionaries who
have gone out front our churches. At
present we are supporting Rev. and Mrs.
George Geis of Burma, Rev. John Duss-
man of India and Rev. and Mrs. Her-
man Sorg of India. If the other men
and women who have gone out from our
German-speaking Baptist churches had
not been otherwise provided for, we
would have been very glad to have as-
sumed the responsibility for their sup-
port.

A recent letter from Rev. and Mrs.
Herman Sorg from India will be of gen-
eral interest. It affords a glimpse into
the life and activities of new mission-
aries during the first year on their field.

Vinukonda, Guntur District,
South India,
June 1, 1924.

Dear Friends: We venture to say that
many of you have at one time or other
wondered as to “just how those Sorgs
are getting along in India.” Were we
to reply in truly Indian style (whether
Hindu or Christian) we would say, “By
the grace of God anfi your countless
prayers, we are getting nlgng s_p]en-
didly.” Some time ago the Hindu judge
in our town, with whom we were slight-
ly acquainted, told us that he had been
promoted and was going to leave the
town. As a matter of courtesy we con-
gratulated him. To this, to our aston-
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ishment, he replied: “It's all because of
your many prayers for me.” We later
learned, however, that that is merely a
form of courteous reply. We trust, how-
ever, that with most of you, it is true in
our case—that you are indeed remem-
bering us in your prayers.

Of course, in the first year, our main
task is the study of the language and to
that task we are devoting ourselves
heart and soul. Every morning a dig-
nified young Brahmin—in Mission em-
ploy—comes to our house and with him
we wrestle over the problems of lan-
guage during the day. It gets very mon-
otonous at times—every day (except
Sunday) the same thing—and were lan-
guage study all we had, then life would
indeed be dull. But there is another
phase of preparation.

At home, moving from one city to an-
other, it is necessary to make new friends
—but the habits, customs, ways of liv-
ing, of our new friends, are the same as
the old. But coming from America to
an Eastern country nothing is the same.
For instance, the average wife never
walks with her husband, always behind
him; if a load is to be carried the wife
carries it; their home life is different;
their thinking is different—everything is
different—even among the Christians,
There is so much to learn ahout the
people. And that is also what we are
supposed to start to do—learn—not only
the language of the people—but the peo-
ple themselves. And so from the other
missionaries and the people themselves
we learn as much as we can about them.
For to be able to work with the people,
one must know them—how they think,
how they act, how they will react to our
words and thoughts.

Most of you know of the easte sys-
tem of India. Every different trade or
branch of work has its own caste, and
these castes are like a great series of
steps, one above the other, each caste
being definitely better (so they think)
than the one below it. Way at the top
are the Brahmins or priestly -class
(though only few are priests) who are
(so they think) the most perfect beings
on earth—and no one but Brahmins are
fit to associate with them. Way at the
bottom are the outcastes—who are con-
sidered so low as not fit to be in any
caste—outcastes because they were born
outcastes, not because of anything they
did—and it is amongst these that Chris-
tianity has its mightiest hold. But Chris-
tianity has permeated into all the castes
—and in some instances the power of
Jesus Christ is wondrously shown.

A friend of ours—a converted Brah-
min, son of a priest—got hold of a New
Testament, read it, and through reading
it became convinced of Christianity. He
suffered terrible hardships, but today is
the representative of one of our big Bible
Societies.

J ust today we learned of a Rajah—an
Indian prince—who brought his child to
a Christian hospital and because of the
dpctor there became convinced of Chris-
tlg.nity. While he has never openly
joined a church, he acknowledges Christ
as his Savior, is spending much money
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to spread the Gospel of Christ and has
just completed a translation of the New
Testament into Telugu poetry.

But we must not make this too long.
This letter is by way of introduction to
many others which we hope to be per-
mitted to send. If any of you have
questions, we will be glad to try and
answer them. Even if you have no
questions and have time to write, we wili
be glad to hear from you.

Very sincerely,
Yours in His Service,
ErNA B. Sorc.
HERMAN D. SORG.

The General Missionary Committee
has voted $10,000 for the purchase or
erection of a mission-house at Swatow,
China, where Rev. and Mrs. Jacob Spei-
cher are rendering such efficient and
distinguished service. A few extracts
from a recent letter of Missionary Spei-

time this colony may help in cleaning
Swatow of the dreadful scourge of lep-
rosy. We will have to build a chapel
and do Christian work for these poor

folk. The City Government will pay for

their daily needs, but Christian work
will be the affair of the Institute.

Our schools are filled to the utmost.
We have 700 students and scholars go-
ing in and out for instruction in our
seven different schools and with our
every night preaching, night school and
community welfare work our Institute
is a bee-hive of activity from morning
until late at night.

JACOB SPEICHER.

European Missions

Even before the late war, we as Ger-
nian Baptists had a part in the mission
work which was being conducted in
Europe, but our share was really very

Students at Swatow Christian Institute, China

cher will tell of the wonderful progress
which the work at Swatow is making,
We have at present 35 Chinese co-
workers daily busy at Kingdom work,
but the heart of all is our Nightly Gos-
pel Service. At that time we try to get
men to know Christ. Recently we had a
revival at the Institute church. We had
invited two evangelists from Canton to
preach two weeks and during that period
about 400 persons signed cards signify-
ing their desire to know more of the way
of salvation. We do not baptize such
folks in China for that would bring
chaos into our churches, there is too
much superstition and ignorance for
such easy methods of church-member-
ship. We organize them into Bible study
clagses and though many fall away oth-
ers give evidence of a true awakening.
The local Government has placed under
our care a leper colony which is being
established at this time. Three build-
ings are being built at a cost of $12,000,
considerable land was bought and in due

insignificant.  During the summer of
1920 a committee of the World’s Bap-
tist Alliance met in London and made
assignments of the European countries
as mission fields to various missionary
organizations. Without a request from
us we received the work among the Ger-
man-speaking population of Poland, the
work in Bulgaria and the work in Aus-
tria. We are more and more assured
that by the providential leading of our
Lord, we have been commissioned to as-
sume the responsibility for other Euro-
pean countries. Without our own seek-
ing, and really against our own will, we
have been thrust into Far-Eastern Si-
beria and into Manchuria, China. Our
Master has signally honored us in mak-
ing us responsible for this work in Eur-
ope. If we were to withdraw ti}ere. is
not another missionary organization
that would care for the Germ?.n-ﬁpeak'
ing minority groups in the various Eur-
opean countries, Here we can accom-
plish more with our limited resources
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than anywhere else. It may be that this
European work may be of a temporary
nature. If so, we are glad to continue
until the Lord directs otherwise.

Germany

Notwithstanding that war, revolution
and poverty have wrought destruction
in Germany, our Baptist organization
there has been able to carry on its own
Home Mission work without our aid. It
is true that we have aided materially in
building and buying churches, but we
are not helping to support regularly ap-
pointed missionary pastors. We are,
however, giving aid to support a num-
her of missionary-colporters who find an
open door to preach the gospel to indi-
viduals and to groups in the populous
German villages. The work of these
colporters ranks high as pione-er mis-
sionary work and surely it fits into the
missionary program of the Lord Jesus.
We have also made an appropriation to
the “Christliche Traktatgesellschaft.
This is the German Baptist organiza-
tion responsible for the development of
the Sunday school work. Sunday 59h001‘
work in Europe is nowhere as highly
developed as in America. In helping
here, we are improving the Baptist
situation at a most vital point.

Switzerland

It is often stated that Switzc_ar]and has
the purest form of democratic govern-
ment.  Notwithstanding this fact the
Baptist cause has prospered there very
slowly. In beautiful Switzerland there
are today but few over a thousand Ger-
man Baptists.  There are, No doybt.
many factors that have conspired against
a numerical strengthening of the Bap-
tist cause in Switzerland. During the
last four years our society has made' it
possible with very modest appropriation
for a number of heroic pastors to have
at least a living while they are serving
as Christ’s ambassadors to the German-
speaking population of Switgerland.' ‘We
hope that when the economic conditions
in Switzerland improve and the churches
become numerically and’ financially
stronger, it will no longer be necessary
for us to support this work. At pres-
ent we are supporting seven pastors in
Switzerland.

Austria

Our greatest contribution for Austria
has undoubtedly been the erection of the
two chapels, the larger one in Vienna
and the other in Ternitz, an industiral
suburb about 15 miles outside of Vienna.
The photographs of these two chapels
will not give any one a true conception
of their importance in the future his-
tory of the DBaptist cause in Catholic
Austria, neither will any one reading
this paragraph appreciate the agony

nor the crushing care that has been con-.

nected with this building projeet. If
any one could have foreseen the total
amount expended for the erection of
these two chapels, they would surely
never have been built. After reviewing
the troublesome way we have come in
erecting these two chapels, we are still
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constrained to believe that it has been
the Lord’s way and the Lord’s will. If
the Lord had asked the whole amount
necessary to erect these two chapels at
once, we would not have had faith
enough to say yes. In his mercy he
asked us for the whole sum necessary
to build these two chapels in about six
installments. In each case the need was
so insistent that we could never do
otherwise than pay. Although we have
expended $56,000 in the erection of these
two chapels in Austria, we have today
two properties which are surely worth
more than the double of that amount
and we have removed the Baptist testi-
mony in Catholic Austria from under
the bushel and have placed it on the
lamp-stand. In this place we want to
express to Bro. Otto R. Hauser our most
sincere appreciation for the services
which he rendered by personally going
to Vienna and bringing this important
building project to a successful issue.

Poland

The work among the German-speak-
ing population of Poland has been as-
signed to us by the World's Baptist
Alliance. It may not be known that
before the war the largest German-
speaking Baptist church in all the world
was located at Lodz, Poland. A large
part of this membership of 1600 members
was scattered at the outbreak of the
1V‘f’orld War by deportation to the most
distant parts of Russia and Siberia.
Many of the deportees have never re-
turned, but after suffering untold agon-
les were buried in nameless graves far
removed from home and loved ones.
Slince the war the Baptist work among
the German-speaking people of Poland
has been greatly blessed. The churches
there are organized into two strong

“Vereinigungen.” The Lord has given
to our work there a number of strong
and consecrated leaders.. During the
last years baptisms have been freguent
and churches have grown numerically
by leaps and bounds. A door of activity
seems to have been opened into the Ger-
man Lutheran cireles. The prospects
for the future of this work are most
encouraging.  Unfortunately there is
much unemployment in Poland at pres-
ent and in consequence of this condition
many people there are suffering for the
want of the necessities of life. If it
were not for the support given by our
society to the German-speaking work in
Poland, many of the pastors there would
be compelled to seek other means of
livelihood and the churches would lose
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their shepherd. We are at present sup-
porting thirty German-speaking mission-
ary pastors in Poland.

When Poland was still under the Rus-
sian Czar, an attempt was made to found
a seminary at Lodz for the training of
ministers. As this seminary did not fit
in with the Russian program, it was
suppressed and closed. Our Baptists of
Poland feel the need of training their
own pastors. They have again founded
a seminary at Lodz, putting Rev. F.
Brauer in charge. Of course, this must
be done in a very modest way because of
the scarcity of funds in Poland. Our
General Missionary Committee has ap-
propriated $600 a year to the support of
this new seminary at Lodz.

Hungary

As a mission field Hungary has been
assigned to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. For this reason we do not
carry on any distinctive aggressive mis-
sionary work in Hungary. Quite a num-
ber of our churches in Hungary use the
German language and through that bond
they are related to us rather more in-
timately than the other Hungarian
brethren. All of these German-speaking
Hungarian pastors are so poorly sup-
ported that it has been necessary for
the most of them to seek some other work
so that théy could provide a modest
existence for themselves and their fam-
ilies. No pastor can do his best work
in such conditions. Our committee has
made a temporary appropriation for the
German-speaking pastors in Hungary.
They are all most grateful for this help
and because of it they can carry on their
pastoral work with undivided devotion.

Roumania

Roumania is also a part of the mis-
sion field of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. During many years, however,
we have supported the German-speaking
work in Roumania. The larger Baptist
work in Roumania does not use German.
Roumania is the one country where until
recently Baptists have suffered real per-
secution. The German-speaking Bap-

Chapel in Ternitz, Austria.
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tists in Roumania seem to have some
privileges in this respect which the Rou-
manian Baptists do not enjoy. The ac-
companying report describing recent re-
“vivals and baptisms in Roumania is
most encouraging.

ROUMANIA

How beautiful is the eountry in sum-
mer time, when the hay is harvested
and the fruits in the fields are ripening,
But, on the other hand, how sad it is,
when—as it happened in Israel at the
time of the prophet Elijah—God does
not send rain to water pasture and field,
and the greens and crops wither away
by the heat of the sun, so that every-
thing looks as if burnt with fire. Such
is the case this year in some parts of
Roumania, in the Dobrogea and in Bes-
sarabia, both these states being eact at
the border of South-Russia. It will be
hard for many a German colonist in this
country to be cheerful, and keep faith
when by the approaching winter ques-
tiong like these will arise: What shall
we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

The reader, who is himself a farmer,
or comes from a farm, will easily under-

stand. It may be well for him to read

that God dealt with Roumania as he did
with his own people; while suffering
materially he gave them great blessings.
At this time of want we are standing
at the gates of Zion with sheaves. Fields
and pastures are barren but wonderful
things have happened on our mission
fields, whereof we are glad. Like God’s
people of old, we are bringing souls to
him with thanksgiving and with joyful
hearts, as these are the first fruits in
our German Baptist churches.

It was like a prelude when the church
at Temesvar on June 8 had a baptism
of two converts. Bro. Teutsch, the never-
tiring, brought them unto the Lord as

the first fruits of the new mission field
at Orzidorf.

Eight were baptized by Bro. Eisemann,
minister at Tarutino, Bessarabia. They
were the first fruits of their mission at
Ecaterinowka:

The patriarch among our German
ministers in Roumania, Bro. Martin Iss-
ler, was the next who baptized eight on
their confession of faith in the Lord Je-
sus Christ, and extended to them the
hand of fellowship of the church of
Cataloi.

God’s promise, that the earth will be
filled with fruit, came true at the church
at Blumental, Bessarabia, where thirty-
seven converts were baptized on June 22.
Even more privileged was the church at
Cogealac. Bro. Joachim, their new min-
ister, had the joy of immersing forty-
four in the Black Sea where there was
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plenty of water. This was a great event,
and many members of the neighboring
churches had come to rejoice with those
of Cogealac. Among them was Bro. Iss-
ler. A crowd of strangers had gath-
ered at the shore of the Black Sea to
}ﬁtness the baptism and listen with long-
ing hearts to the word of God. Praise
God for his wonderful love! The church
at Cogealae, where the Lord’s Supper
was celebrated after baptism, was far
too small to hold all the people. But
even those standing outside of the
church could feel the presence of the
Holy Spirit, and they joined in singing
the hymns of praise.

While we are still in the midst of cel-
ebrating we hear that at other churches
souls have responded to the call of Jesus
Christ and want to follow him and join
his redeemed,

The faithful givers in America, who
have helped to send workers in the field,
can see from this report that the precious
seed has fallen on good ground and is
at last bearing wonderful fruits, as it is
said in the Bible, some hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty—a harvest to
the honor and glory of our Master. You
all have a share in this harvest and you
will hear the Lord say: “Call the labor-
ers and give them their hire.”

FRIEDR. WILH. SCHULLER.

Our Baptist work in Roumania is very
much hindered by not having suitable
meeting-places. Just now there are a
number of chapels being erected and en-
larged in Roumania. In Hermannstadt,
a strategic city in Roumania, our Bap-
tist church lost its meeting place. For
more than a year they had been com-
pelled to meet in very inadequate quar-
ters. The General Missionary Commit-
tee voted $3000 for the purchase of a
new bulding, and before this report is
published the money will have been paid.
Our Baptists in Hermannstadt have
found a very suitable building and with
our contribution they will come into pos-
session of a new meeting-place, which
will admirably answer all their needs.

Pastor Teutsch Baptizing in the Black
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At present we are supporting eight
missionary pastors in the German-
speaking Baptist work in Roumania.

Bulgaria

In Bulgaria our work is not among
German-speaking people, but among a
motley group of Bulgarians, Moham-
medans and Gypsies. In Bulgaria there
are at present not more than five hun-
dred Baptists, and the advance of the
work has been retarted by the poverty
of the people as well as by their tem-
peramental characteristies. During the
last four years we have been fortunate
in having Rev. C. E. Petrick, formerly
a missionary in Assam, as our super-
intendent of the work in Bulgaria. Bro.
Petrick has in a very real sense had the
brandmarks of the Lord Jesus put upon
his body in his unselfish service which
he rendered in Bulgaria. Because of
illness contracted while serving in Bul-
garia with almost no remuneration he
has been compelled to seek health in
Germany. According to last reports he
hopes to return to Bulgaria again and
assume the supervision of our work
there, With Bro. Petrick on the field,
we will have more confidence to go for-
ward in this important work.

At present we are supporting fifteen
missionary workers in Bulgaria.

Lithuania
Before the war there was a German

Baptist Church in Kowno, which then
belonged to Poland, but has now been
incorporated in Lithuania. The church
building at Kowno was almost demol-
ished, heing in the range of the guns.
With our help it was rebuilt. This is
one of the churches that has been sev-
ered from any relationship with any
larger Baptist organization, and for
that reason has not received any funds.
Without our help the church could not
exist and our appropriation for the pas-
tor, Rev. G. Freutel, is very much ap-
preciated.

Latvia

German has lost much of its prestige
in the new Baltic Republic. Before the
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war there was a strong German church
in Riga. The tide has turned to the dis-
advantage of this work, so that the
former German church is now being
used for the new Lettish Seminary, the
church meeting in a small room in the
old building. Many of the members
have scattered and consequently the
church has been weakened. Pastor Hart-
mann is being supported by our society.
We are also supporting a missionary-
colporter, who is working in the rural
district surrounding Riga.

Far-Eastern Siberia

This is the mission field which the
Lord thrust upon us without our own

planning. Five years ago the General.

Missionary Committee sent Rev. J. J.
Wiens to the Volga in Russia and com-
missioned him to get in touch with ex-
isting conferences in the Volga district.
Because of unsettled conditions he could
get no farther than the district sur-
rounding Blagovestschensk. = His com-
ing to these churches was like the com-

Revival Service in Cogealac, Roumania

ing of an Angel of God. His coming
brought encouragement and soon an
aggressive missionary activity was de-
veloped. In one year there were 1500
conversions and baptisms in this re-
strlct_ed field. The victories were all
won 1_n.the face of constant and satanic
opPosmon. Bro. Wiens himself was
driven out of Far-Eastern Siberia
through the hatred of the enemies. As
late as the year 1924 more than one
hurfdrec} of our Baptist brethren sealed
their witness for Jesus Christ with their
own _1319?(1- The work in Far-Eastern
S_!berla 1s carried on among the Rus-
sians and is not in the German language.
_ At present we are supporting ten mis-
sionary workers in Far-Eastern Siberia.

Manchuria, China

When Missionary Wiens was banished
from Bla_govestschensk, he sought refuge
at Harbin, Manchuria. The many ob-
stacles and difficulties do not seem to
have been able to suppress Missionary
Wiens. In Harbin he was not idle, but
Very soon projected a mew work which
has l:te‘.en most fruitful. Here he is also
wo_rkl.ng among the Russian people and
principally among the many Russians
who are engaged in building railroads.
He has l}een rejoiced in seeing many
brought into the Kingdom and there
have been numerous baptisms reported.
A former opera-singer was recently
brought into the chureh at Harbin and
converted to Jesus Christ. Now he is a
most efficient co-worker and crowds are

coming to our chapel at Harbin to hear
the gospel sung.

My dear Brother Kuhn:

Thgnk you very much for the May
salaries as well as for the $500 from
Br.o. S. for the hymn book. I remember
this old veteran very well and like to
think of his words of encouragement at
our depart_ure at the Second Church in
P‘h:ladelphm. May God bless him for
his great kindness!

The hymn hook is being printed and
will be published in September. Tt con-
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tains a slection of well-known hymns
and a number of new songs that have
become popular within a short time
among our people. I arranged this book
according to “Gemeinschaftslieder,” i. e.
all hymns are in groups according to
their econtents. There are 366 hymns in
the book.

The first edition will comprise three
thousand volumes. To print less would
have made the book so much more ex-
pensive. We need a cheap book, as peo-
ple over here are very poor and would
not be able to buy it. By printing three
thousand each copy will cost 60 sen. I
understand that the $500 from Mr. S.
are to be considered as a gift. If such
is the case, I shall be able to distribute
1500 copies free of charge, among our
poorest members and friends, in the
name of our German American Baptists.
Please let me know if I am right in re-
garding the money as a gift. In this
way it will be a great help to our
churches in the Far East. All our peo-
ple will be able to sing to the glory of
God, even those who are not in a po-
sition to buy a cheap hymn hook,

The title of the book is: “Golog Vere,”
that is in German “Glaubensstimme,” or.
in English, “Voice of Faith.” It will be
delightful to present a hymn hook to
those people whom I was privileged to
present with a Bible about two years
ago. There will be great joy and grat-
itude. I know that many Americans
will not be able to understand how peo-
ple over here can exist for months with-
out even seeing money. But this is
actually the case, and their poverty is
inexpressible. J. J. WIENS,

At present we are supporting six mis-
sionary workers in Manchuria, China,

Russia

In Russia proper our work is exclus-
ively for the German-gpeaking churches.
Even before the great revolution the
German-speaking work in Russia has
been prosperous. The many revolutions
that have swept Russia have demoligshed

almost everything. After the revolution
came the famine, and then death stalked,
and also through our German-speaking
churches. There were but few of our
German-speaking churches in Russia
that were not scattered, and not one of
the churches could support its pastor. In
every case the pastor was compelled to
seek other sources of income to provide
a livelihood for his family. Two years
ago the General Missionary Committee
sent Carl Fuellbrandt to Russia. It has
been his privilege to study the mission-
ary situation in Russia and make such
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Teécommendations which have meant
much for the strengthening of that dis-
EUPtEd work. Our churches in Russia
ave been in the environment of the
Most  terrible opposition of atheism.
Nevertheless the Lord has granted to
our churches in this time the most mar-
velous revivals, in which hundreds have
confessed their loyalty to Jesus Christ
In baptism. During the last few years
‘ussia has passed through a long dark
valley of death and many broken hearts
have been turned Godward. When they
now hear the Gospel of the Son of God
they respond readily. i
At bresent we are supporting twenty-
Ve missionary workers among the Ger-
man-speaking churches in Russia.
Czecho-Slovakia
A few years ago the German church
at Braunau, Czecho-Slovakia, lost its
rented meeting-place. In that emergency
the chureh appealed to our society
tkrough Doctor Rushbrooke, Baptist
Commissioner for Europe, for the neces-
sary funds to secure another meeting-
place. Qur committee immediately voted
$2500, and the homeless church at
Braunau came into possession of a very
suitable building, which they have called
“Elim Kirche.” In old Bohemia the
Czechs predominate, but there are in
that country about four million German-
speaking people. Protestants are in a
very small minority and every Baptist
v_ictory must be won in the face of per-
sistent Catholic opposition. Pastor Wal-
ter Hoffmann has been waging an ag-
gressive evangelistic campaign in old
Bohemia hesides having the pastoral
care of the church at Braunau with its

J. J. Wiens and Vasily Petrovitch Blochin
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Pastor Walter Hoffmann,
Braunau, Czecho-Slovakia

stations. About a year ago our com-
mittee appointed another missionary
helper to Pastor Hoffmann. Since the
church has been housed in its new meet-
ing-place, there have been a number of
additions by baptism. Pastor Walter
Hoffmann is in America at this time for
conference with the General Missionary
Committee on some very important mat-
ters which affect the German Baptist
work in Southeastern Europe. He will
doubtless visit a number of our churches
during his brief stay in America.

At present we are supporting two mis-
sionary workers among the Germa.n-
speaking population fo Czecho-Slovakia.

Brazil, South America

Many years ago colonies of Germap-
speaking people principally from .Russla
settled in Brazil. As these immigrants
settled in colonies in Brazil, .thgy- af-
ford a practical field for missionary
activity. We have had a number of our
missionaries in Brazil for many years.
Notwithstanding our efforts, the work
there grew very slowly and developed
unsatisfactorily.  Until very recently
there were not more than_500 German
Baptists in the state of Rio Grande do
Sul, where our work has been conduct_ed.
There were, no doubt, many factors which
hindered the larger of the German Bap-
tist work in Brazil. Two years ago our
cominittee decided to withdraw from

Pastor Gustav Henke
Tjuhy, Brazil

Brazil and so informed the churches and
the missionaries there. This decision
seems to have aroused the churches in
Brazil so that they have awakened to
their opportunities and put forth stronger
efforts than ever before. Then, too,
there has been an influx of German im-

_migration from Germany and Poland.

Without doubt this has meant a strength-
ening of the work in Brazil. Pastor
Rosenau and Pastor Gustav Henke have
also migrated from Poland to Brazil,
and both of them have pastoral charges
of German churches there. From the
day that Pastor Henke arrived in Brazil,
the Lord has put his seal of approval
upon his labors. He has been privileged
to conduct large revivals in every part
of our Brazilian work. Considerably
more than 100 members have been added
to our churches in Brazil as a result of
these revivals. In the short time that
Pastor Henke has labored there, the
membership has had an increase by bap-
tism of at least one-fifth of the past
membership. Another German church in
Brazil has called a pastor from Poland.
It does seem as if the long time of
drought in our German-speaking work
in Brazil were over and the Lord has
sent a time of refreshing.

At present we are supporting two
missionaries among the German-speak-
ing churches of Brazil.

From April 1, 1924, to August 31,
1924, we have received from our church-
es for our Foreign Mission Department,
which includes our work in Europe,
$14,207.86 and we have expended dur-
ing the same period $25,944.89.

Assuming the Support of a
Definite Missionary

Since the Foreign Mission work un-
der our own administration has devel-
oped an increasing number of individ-
uals and church organizations have as-
sumed the responsibility of supporting
their own missionaries. This plan is to
be commended and is finding favor in
many of our churches. It links up the
individual or the organization to some
definite missionary work. We supply to
all such who assume the support of some
definite missionary with special reports
from the field.

The Young People’s Union of the Cen-
tral Conference has supported four mis-
sionaries in Far-Eastern Siberia during
the last three or four years. In the past
conference year this Young People's
Union contributed about $1500 for this
specific work. At the annual meeting
of the Young People’s Union in connec-
tion with the Central Conference in
Benton Harbor, Mich., on Sunday after-
noon, August 24, the offering for this
specific purpose amounted to over $128.
Bro. Leroy Grosser, President of the
Young People’s Union of the Central
Conference, deserves much credit for this
financial - success, He is vitally inter-
ested and is everlastingly bringing this
missionary obligation to the attention of
the Young People’s Societies composing
this Conference Union. The reports
which have been received and circulated
among the different Young People’s So-
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cieties of the Central Conference have
surely stimulated the young people in
missionary work.

The following is a list of such indi-
viduals and organizations who are at
present supporting their own mission-
aries,

W. F. Hilker, Racine, Wis., supports
two missionaries in Russia.

Schwesternbund  Texas Coqference
supports three Hausmissionare in Ger-
many.

Schwesternverein in Dillon, XKans,,
supports one Hausmissionar in Germany.

Oklahoma Jugendbund supports omne
Hausmissionar in Germany.

King’s Daughters German Church Ta-
coma, Wash., support Missionary Wag-
gon in Germany.

King's Daughters Lorraine, Kans.,
support one Hausmissionar in Germany.

Schwesternverein Second Church Port-
land, Ore., support one Hausmissionar
in Germany.

H. P. Donner, Cleveland, Ohio, sup-

Leroy Grosser

ports one missionary in Far-Eastern
Siberia.

Young People’s Union Central Con-
ference supports four missionaries in
TFar-Eastern Siberia.

Schwesternverein  Ebenezer Church
Detroit, Mich., supports one missionary
in Far-Eastern Siberia.

Rev. Fronig, Lorraine, Kans., sup-
ports one missionary in Far-Eastern Si-
beria.

Sunday school Erie, Pa., supports one
missionary in Far-Eastern Siberia.

Rev, and Mrs. J. F. Meyer, Wausau,
Wis., support one missionary in Far-
Eastern Siberia.

Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Backhaus, Madi-
son, S. D., support one missionary in
Far-Eastern Siberia.

Rose Circle of the World Wide Guild
Girls, Winnipeg, Man., Canada, support
one missionary in Bulgaria.

S. A. M. Girls Northside Pittsburgh,
Pa., support one missionary in Bulgaria.

Schwesternverein Stafford, Kans., sup-
ports one missionary in Brazil.

Schwestern-Vereinigung of Manitoba,
Canada, supports one missionary in
Poland.

Frauenverein of Lodi, Cal, supports
one missionary in Vienna, Austria.

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Zurn, Erie, Pa.,
support on missionary in Far-Eastern
Siberia.
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Walter Staub
Chairman of the Finance Committee of
the Missionary and Benevolent Offering

Financial Statement of the Mis-
sionary Society
Five months, April 1 to August 31, 1924

Receipts Expenditures

Home Missions...$22,028.61 $34,204.74

Missions Abroad . 14,207.86 25,944.89
Chapel Building . 4,100.52 3,206.65
Caring for Aged o

Ministers ..... 2,463.46 4,237.80
Ministers’ Pension 3,761.13 1,442.77
Relief  for  the

INEEATRL sropetiostis o 11,042.76  24,730.32
Miscellaneous

Missions ...... 9,526.98 9,315.73

$68,031.32 $103,082.90
The foregoing financial statement of
the General Missionary Society for the
first five months of our fiscal year from
April 1, 1924, tells its own story. The
financial statement speaks most elo-
quently to all who can understand. The
volume of the work of the General Mis-
sionary Society has assumed such di-
mensions that go far beyond the most
daring hopes of the boldest hearts
among us. We rejoice that the Lord
ha.s counted us worthy to entrust big
things to us. The report also shows
th'at._ the amount expended in the ad-
ministration of our mission work during
these five months exceeds the ineome
from our churches. This fact is cause
for much serious thinking,

E. Elmer Staub, C. P. A.

~We owe an expression of our appre-
ciation and gratitude to Bro. E. Elmer
Staub of Detroit, Mich., for the invalu-
able services which he has repeatedly
rendered the Missionary Soicety as Au-
ditor and adviser. The accounts of the
Missionary Society are kept in a most
perfect and business-like manner, so
that they will bear inspection and ex-
pert serutiny at any time. The credit
for this is due to our Auditor.

Ought the Men of the Church
Organize?
RoLAND RIEPE

A darkey was driving along a road
with a lad in the seat beside him. Know-
ing that the colored man was noted for
his accuracy with the whip, the youngster
asked him to snap a fly for his amuse-
ment. Quickly the old darkey reached
his long whip to the horse’s ear and killed
a fly with a deft snap. In another in-
stant the whip took away the life of
another fly on the horses shoulder. Filled
with delight the boy looked around for a
more difficult feat; he spied a hornets’
nest on a tree just ahead and said, “Let
me see you get that one.”’—“Ah, no!”
rejoined the wise darkey, seeing the
hornets, “them’s organized.”

In a little church of seventeen mem-
bers a woman was asked how the lay-
men were performing. She replied,
“Well, we have two reliable men in the
church; one chops the ice and the other
turns the freezer.” Later the men or-
ganized and in less than a year the mem-
bership passed the hundred mark.

In God’s arithmetic twice one equals
not two but ten. One shall chase a
thousand but two shall put ten thousand
to flight., (Deut. 32:30.)

Laymen unorganized are too apt to lie
down and give way to the feeling “Let
the other fellow do it” and then wonder
what is wrong with the church. Imag-
ine, if you can, Uncle Sam’s Post Of-
fice Department unorganized—what a
grand mix-up would result!

The church is the biggest business in
the world—it has more branch houses
than any other concern. It is big enough
to challenge any man or any number of
men, but she will never reach her high-
est efficiency unless the men organize,
consecrate their lives to Christ’s service
and back up the pastor and all of the
various phases of church work. Then the
forces of evil will think as the darkey
thought, “Beware, them's organized!”

The Expanding Horizon of Prayer
One of the best evidences of growth in
grace is growth in the spirit and power
of prayer. The broadening horizon of
one who frequents the Throne of Grace
has been thus finely stated by the “Chris-
tian Endeavor World”: “We often pray,
‘Lord, help me to do my work.’ As we
learn more of the gospel we pray, 'Lord,
help me do thy work’ But as we come
closer to Christ, we see that the prayer
we need to pray is, ‘Lord, do thy work
through me.”
Pleasing Seven Hundred People
A young man, recently ordained, was
just entering upon his first pgstorate,
and the church was tendering him a re-
ception. “I don’t underatan[i,”_ said one
of his rather peevish parishioners to
him, during the evening, “‘how you dared
attempt the task of pleasing seven “hun-
dred people.” Kindly, hut: with decision,
he instantly replied: “I did not come 11;o
this eity to please seven hundred peop ?f
I have come to please only Onei, and i
I please Him, all will be well. .And
the young minister was everlastingly
right!
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The Church Built Not With
~ Hands
Eric W. MEILAHN

(Written for and recited at the dedica-
tion of the Oak St. Church, Bur-
lington, Iowa

“God dwelleth not in temples made with
hands,”

Thus comes to us, with meaning still
unbroken,

The words prophetic voice long since
has spoken;

That God dwells mot in temples made
with hands.

How can he dwell in temples made with
hands

When Heav'n is but regarded as his
seat?

If earth is but the footstool for his feet

How can he dwell in temples made with
hands?

If God dwells not in temples made with
hands,

Why build to him such stately edifice,

Why dedicate a temple such as this?

If earth itself cannot contain his throne,

How can he be confined to walls of stone

If God duwelis not in temples made with
hands?

But God does dwell in temples. ...

These walls, which man has builded out
of stone,

Symbolic are of earthly frame our own.

EBut both are dust —God cannot dwell

In that which is material. ...

He dwells in souls, in souis reborn,

And we as such this building must
adorn,

Must be the soul of this, this temple
built with hands.

Some day owr earthly house will pass

away, .
The stones to dust shall cr"umble—ﬂegh
decay,

But the Church of God it eannot fall,

Living the stones in its ev'ry wall . —

Before the world was its foundation
made, ’

Already then its cornerstone was laid. .

A stone despised, and with contempiuous
scorn

Rejected, but unto souls reborn

A stone that is become the chief of all

In the Church Triumphant, builded not
with hands.

As we dedicate these walls, both old and
new,

Let us consecrate our own lives too,

For God condescends to indwell with
man,

And we must be holy so that he can —-

Each life a tempie, each soul altar and
shrine,

And abode of him, the Spirit Divine;

Thus forming the Church that unseen
atands,

A temple holy, builded not with hands.

L

An effective training program is not a
mass movement.
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Dedication at Burlington, lowa

One of the largest churches as far as
membership of the congregation and Sun-
day school is concerned, in our German
Baptist ranks is the Oak St. church in
Burlington, Towa. A joyous, new epoch
in its history began with the dedication
of its remodeled church edifice and com-
modious Sunday school building during
the week of August 17-24.

The dedication ceremonies opened on
Sunday, August 17. The weather was
ideal, bright, sunny and cool. Many
former members from afar had gath-
ered to attend the festivities; a large
delegation was present from Prai_rie
Grove, Muscatine, etc., and these with
the members of the home church and
friends from the community filled the
spacious auditorium and the S_unday
school rooms at the various services to
their utmost capacity. A number of the
visiting speakers and guests spoke in the
various departments of the Bible school.
The attendance reached the high water
mark of 566.

At 11 o’clock a reverent and expectant
congregation assembled in the main au-
ditorium. The pulpit platform and chan-
cel were a mass of beautiful flowers.
The dedicatory sermon was pregcl}ed by
Rev. Wm. Kuhn, General Missionary
Secretary, on the text Genesis 28:16. 17,
The pastor and church united in respon-
sively reading a dedicatory Service, after
which Rev. A. P. Mihm, Secretary of
Young People’s and Sunday School work,
offered the dedicatory prayer. Rev.'p.
J. Siems of the branch church at Prairie
Grove, also took part in the service. Mr.
J. F. Gerdes, chairman of the building
committee, presented a detg.lled report
of the committee’s work, which revealed
real giving on the part of the church
members. After the close of the morn-
ing service about 600 people were served
with dinner in the lower rooms of 'the
church. The new kitchen and dimpg
room equipment received a good trial
test.

In the afternoon, at 3.30, a German
service was held, at which about 300 of
the older members and visitors assem-
bled. The preacher was Rev. A. P. Mihm
who based his sermon on the 122nd
Psalm. Rev. G. A. Schmidt of the Har-
rison Ave. M. E. church brought the
egreetings of his congregation. At this
afternoon service six of the charter mem-
bers of the church, now all high up in
years, were called forward and given an
opportunity to tell about the early days
of the churches life and work.

The English service in the evening
again filled the main room and gallery.
The scripture lesson read was the text
of a passage telegraphed as greetings
by Mrs. J. H. Merkel, widow of a former
pastor. The theme of Rev. Kuhn’s ser-
mon was “Helpers and Hinderers,” based
on the third epistle of John. The church
choir of 35 voices rendered special music
at both morning and evening services in
a pleasing manner. The pastor, Rev. O.
E. Krueger, led all the services of the
day and week in a delightful manner,
worthy of the occasion. He emphasized
the fact that the church had resolved to
make no drive for money during the
dedication but everyone would have an
opportunity to make a free-will offering.
Over $1700 were given without the fe-
verish urging and repeated appeals so
common on these occasions. The total
offering for the week ran up to nearly
$2000.

Monday night was devoted to the Sun-
day school work. The attendance was
most gratifying. The special speaker
was Rev. A. P. Mihm, who spoke on
“Helping Factors in the Building up of
the Sunday School.” A group of girls
gave a pageant entitled “Messages from
the Seven Spirits.” They were not
ghosts, but spirits representing Faith,
Love, Peace, Hope, etc. A num-
ber of the members of the school, who
were present when it was started way
back in 1867 and who are mostly still in
the school today, were presented to the

audience and made a few remarks. Miss
I'rida Riecke, Missionary of the Bethel
church Buffalo, N. Y., a child of the
church, who was present, gave a short
address in which she paid a noble tribute
to the influence of the Sunday school
upon her life. This meeting closed with
a consecration service for the officers
and teachers of the school at which
about 50 came forward and bowed in
prayer together.

Tuesday evening was given over to the
Young People’s work. A special program
of music, song and addresses was ren-
dered. Bro. Erie Meilahn, president of
the Young People’s society, presented a
short historical survey of the society.
At present three societies are at work;
a senior society with over 80 members;
an intermediate society with 25 and a
junior with about 30 members. There
are also some strong organized classes
of young folks in the Bible school. Bro.
George Bruhl made a warm-hearted talk
on ‘“the Religion of the Usher.” The
Executive Secretary of Young People's
work, Rev. A. P. Mihm, followed with
an address on “The Threefold Chal-
lenge.” All former presidents of the
Young People’s society were introduced
and then the meeting closed with a con-
secration service for the present officials
of the societies.

Wednesday night was community
night. Mr. C. W. Bond of the Greater
Burlington Association, Mr. R. H. Brace-
well, principal of the High School, and
Or. Wm. H. Spence of the First M. E.
cl}urch were on the program. Thursdav
night was called “Church Night.” Greet-
ings were read from Dr. Carl Jordan,
medical missionary at Yangchow, China,
and Rev. G. Sprock, Bismarck, N, D.
both sons of the church. Miss Augusta
Johnson, church missionary, also a prod-
uct of ‘the church, responded to an in-
troduction, in which she was called “The
Queen of the Cradle Roll and Beginners
Realm.” She keeps in touch with the
chu1:c}1 members and the 143 outside
families who are friendly to the Qak St.
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church. The main speaker of the eve-
ning, Dr. G. P. Mitchell, Secretary of
the Baptist State Convention, congratu-
lated the church upon its achievement
and stated that he had recently been
present at the dedication of a church
costing $175,000 that had less practical
equipment than the Oak St. Similar to
other evenings, a consecration for the
church officers was held at the close.

The festival week closed on Friday
with a concert by the several choirs of
the church. This was a great musical
feast.

Rev. O. E. Krueger

The entire plant of the echurch occupies
a lot 100x120 feet. The dimensions of
the renovated church are 45x70 feet and
the new Sunday school building covers
an area of 42x110 feet. This building
consists of a well-lighted basement and
two upper stories. It has been planned
and built for a school organized on the
departmental plan. There are four large
assembly rooms for the Primary, Junior,
Intermediate and Senior departments.
A_round each assembly room are grouped
six class rooms, in which the scholars of
the department gather for instruction
after the departmental opening exer-
cises. A large social room, which also
serves as a dining room, is in the base-
ment. Here also is located the well-
equipped kitchen. The heating arrange-
ments are housed in a fire-proof sub-
basement. 75 radiators will distribute
the heat. The new building has been
called the ‘“church with the 50 rooms
and the 100 lamps.”
vigws of the church and the floor plans
will give the reader a good idea of the
layout of this extensive “spiritual work-
shop.”

The cost of the remodelling of the old
church and the erection of the Sunda
scP}ool building amounts to $82,000, The
price of the lot for the Sunday school
building is included in this sum, namely
33509. _ It also includes most of the
furnishings like pews, chairs, black-
boards, ete. The Women’s Society raised
$1009 _for carpets and draperies and
furnishings of the woman’s rest room.,
The Young Women’s guild equipped the
kitchen with everything needful,

The debt remaining on the property
at present is $35,000, The church has
refrained from appealing to sister
churches for aid and made it a matter
of honor to carry its own indebtedness,
although there are no wealthy people in
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its membership. We believe that the
saerificial spirit of giving, which has
accomplished so much hitherto, will be in
evidence in the future and will clear this
fine property before many years elapse.

The church has an excellent field in
the northern part of Burlington. It has
been regarded a providential leading
that the early members were prevented
from buying a lot in the center of the
city because of their poverty and that
for that reason they settled where they
now are. With a big Sunday school and
a large number of young people, the
Oalk St. church faces good prospects for
the future. In fact it was the growing
Sunday school that gave the first im-
petus to the building project about four
years ago. The building committee con-
sisting of J. F. Gerdes, Hugo Hoelzen,
D. J. Luebbers, Gustave Johnson and
John Thye, appointed in Februar, 1921,
gave long and careful study to plans and
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needs. In May, 1923, the recommended
plans were adopted by the church and
the week following ground was broken
for the new edifice.

The church is 55 years young and
has 533 members. The guiding spirit
in the building project has been the hon-
ored and beloved pastor, Rev. 0. E.
Krueger, who began his 15th year of
service with the church on August 24.
The anniversary was recognized by an
address given on behalf of the church
b.y Bro. J. F. Gerdes, in which apprecia-
tion was expressed and the wish that
the pastorate might be long extended.

May pastor and people have the joy
in their mutual work to experience many
great victories for Christ in their at-
tractive and practical house of worship.
May our Lord and Savior, who is the
head of the body, even the church, bhe
ever exalted within its walls!

A, P. M.

Interior View of Auditorium, Looking toward Pulpit and Organ Loft

Which Way Are You Going?

Lives of boys and girls remind us
Of the paths our feet have trod;
Asg they follow on behind us
Do we lead them up to God?

It's the foot-prints we are malking
As we walk the sands of time
That the noble youth are taking—

Do they lead to heights sublime?

Do they lead to prayer and worship
And a place within God’'s shrine?

Will some boy go right who follows
I these tracks of yours and mine?

8. W. F. Garnett.

Christianity’s Need Today

Some good people tremble for fear the
ark of God will be overthrown from the
cart of civilization and humiliated be-
fore the world. There is probably as
much theological controversy at the pres-
ent time as ever there was in the whole
history of the churches. While, of
course, we must contend for the faith,
we can do so much more by presentation
than by argumentation. As Dr. Glenn
Frank, editor of the “Century,” finely
says: “Christianity stands today in need
of apostles rather than apologists. Chris-
tianity is a crusade; it is being turned
into a debate!”

October, 1924
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Our Devotional Meeting

October 5

In His Steps. X. How Jesus
Cheered the Fearful and
iscourage
Matt. 9:2; J(]))hl: 14:1-33;’ Matt. 10:24-33
(Consecration Meeting)

Many of the deeds of Jesus were of a
spectacular nature. But thege compo_sed
only a small fraction of his beautiful
life. How full his day must have been
with just ordinary deeds and words that,
nevertheless, made his life an immeas-

urable source of blessing.

Jesus cheered the fearful and discour-
aged by his gracious command. “Be of
good cheer” (Matt. 9:2) he said to the
man sick of the palsy. “Fear not” (Matt.
10:26-28) he said to his disciples whose
future he had just painted in somber
colors. And how his words must hax_;e
changed things! There is so much in
our manner when we speak. Many a
well-meaning person has only made mat-
ters worse, because he lacked'the neces-
sary grace and tact for dealing with a
delicate situation. But our Lord knew
how to speak. )

Jesus also cheered the fearful and dis-
couraged by proclaiming the heavenly
Father's care. (Matt. 10:29-31.) How
far away God must have seemed to
many, as is the case also tf)day; -espe-
cially when his help is not immediately
forthcoming in time of suffering and
need. What doubts then creep into the
heart: Does he really hear? Does he
actually care? And how sad that many
not only suffer a partial eclipse of their
faith; but drift into utter darkness.

And Jesus cheered them by forgiving
their sins. (Matt. 9:2.) There can be
no cheerfulnes when sin weighs down
the soul. “Day and night thy hand wa§
heavy upon me” (Ps. 32:4). - But
“Blessed is he whose tmnsgf,essmu is
forgiven, whose sin is covered (Psalm
32:1).

La)stly, Jesus cheered the fearful ax;d
discouraged by pointing to the heavenly
mansions. (John 14:1-3.

October 12 ;
My Denomination. Its History
and Teachings
Acts 2:1-21
(Union Meeting) .

There are at present appr9x1mate1y
984 churches with a membership of 32,-
000 that comprise the German Baptist
denomination of the United States and
Canada. To be sure, a small body when
compared to the 8,000,000, or more, of
our English speaking brethren of these
same lands; but, nevertheless, a vital
force in the lives of many of our coun-
trymen. 5

yE)ur history is one of humble begin-
nings. Many of our churches were or-
ganized with hardly more than a doze_n
members. These, usually poor in 'thas
world’s goods, would hold their meetings
in private houses until they were able to

G. W. Pust

rent some vacant store or build a small
chapel. Sometimes, too, our American
brethren magnanimously placed their
church buildings at their disposal on
Sunday afternoons.

Then our history is characterized by
intense missionary zeal. Our pioneers
were men who were constantly looking
for open doors. They did much travel-
ing, much preaching, much personal work
and much sacrificing. Nor was such
zeal the monopoly of the pioneers of by-
gone days. We, surely, have men and
women today who “follow in their train.”

And our history plainly reveals the
imprint of the Holy Spirit. He led men
into the work, who, like Abraham of old,
hardly knew whither they went. Simul-
taneously churches sprang up in various
parts of the country, independent of one
another.

Our teachings are in harmony with
the Missionary Baptists of all lands. The
Bible is our authority in matters relat-
ing to faith and practise. We stand for
regeneration, for believers’ baptism, for
separation of Church and State, for edu-
cation, evangelism and world-wide mis-
gionary endeavor. (Valuable matter for
this meeting can be found in Prof. Ra-
maker’s book: “The German Baptists in
North America.”)

October 19
My Denomination. Its Organiza-
tion and Aims
1 Cor. 12:1-13

Our churches are distinet, independent
hodies. Each church has the right to
manage its own affairs, recognizing no
human control or authority outside of
itself.

Our Conferences. TFor various reas-
ons, however, they are grouped into Con-
ferences, according to their convenience
of location with reference to each other.
These Conferences—nine in number—-
assemble yearly, each church being rep-
resented by the pastor and a restricted
number of lay-delegates, according to
the size of the church. The purpose of
these Conference-gatherings is to gather
the yearly statisties of the churches, to
institute measures for the carrying on
of the work the churches have in com-
mon, and for the consideration of ques-
tions of interest to the churches and the
denomination.

Our Bundeskonferenz. Of this Gen-
eral Conference which meets triennially,
Prof. Ramaker in his book, “The German
Baptists in North America,” pages 66
and 67 writes as follows: “Its triennial
gatherings are the general or natior_]a‘l
gatherings of a number of separate, in-
corporated bodies, each having its own
constitution and by-laws according to
which its business must be transacted.”
“The decisions of the General Confer-
ence are vespected by the churches, for
they rcpresent the action of the entire
body of German churches represented by
their delegates. At present the General

Conference embraces the following so-
cieties: 1. The General Missionary So-
ciety of the German Baptist Churches of
North America; 2. The Eduecational
Union of the German Baptist Churches
of North America; 3. The German Bap-
tist Publication Society, and 4. The Ger-
man Baptist Orphanage Society.”

Our Aim. Qur main consideration has
always been to bring the Gospel to our
German countrymen in North America.
However, our view has been—and still is
—world-wide. At present we are sup-
porting missionaries in Siberia, Poland,
Bulgaria, Roumania, Esthonia, Hungary,
Switzerland and Germany; besides much
other assistance we have given in the
building and purchasing of houses of
worship. We also pay the salaries of
those missionaries who have gone out
from our German churches and who are
now serving in China, India and the
Philippines.

October 26
Race Relation in a World Setting:
The Melting Pot
Deut. 28:1-5. 8. 9

We are told that the United States
have within their boundaries thirty-nine
different races and cultures. 14,000,000
of our white inhabitants are foreign born
(1920 census). In a single year of immi-
gration there rushed into our country
enough Austro-Hungarians to populate
27 towns the size of Portsmouth, N. H.;
enough Poles and Jews from old Russia
to fill 18 towns the size of Lawrence,
Kans., and enough Italians to give us a
new city the size of Indianapolis, Ind.
Surely, it is no easy matter to fuse peo-
ple, differing so widely in customs, re-
ligion, ideals and political experience,
into a homogeneous population. It can
best be done:

By the law of good-will. Good will
creates good-will. If anything will turn
a man into a friend, it is loving him. A
writer expresses himself thus: “The early
English settlers came from a small, com-
pact, homogeneous population which had
known no changes for generations. The
instant they set foot in this new world
they were confronted by the Indian prob-
lem. Unfortunately they brought with
them the traditional hostility to all peo-
ple except their own.” “When such
men are suddenly confronted by red men,
we may be sure that strange things will
be done. The history is sorrowful and
shameful. But while fear, cruelty, fire
and slaughter reigned in other colonies,
the Quakers lived in security in their
‘Island of Peace.’” They treated the In-
dians as fellow men, traded with them
on _principles of justice, and respected
their rights. The Indians responded to
peace and good will as human nature
usually does.”

And then there must be education in
regard to our institutions and laws; but
most important of all is the proclama-
tion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Daily Vacation Bible School Evangel Baptist Church, Newark, N. J.

A Fine Vacation Bible School

Our large family of 130 girls and boys
and 10 members of the faculty of the
Daily Vacation Bible School of the Evan-
gel Baptist Church of Newark, N. J,,
gathered on the church lawn on the last
day of school and the photographer took
our picture. We have had a happy time
during the past five weeks,—memorizing
portions from the Book of Books, listen-
ing to the greatest stories from that
Book, and praising the author of that
Book, by singing as only the children of
this community can sing. After the
memory, Bible story, and music periods,
the various classes met for handwork.
The junior girls were taught how to
sew, and made things not only for them-
selves but also for those less fortunate
ones in the Crippled Children's Home.
The junior boys were intensely inter-
ested in working with hammer and saw;
the children of the primary and begin-
ner’'s departments also enjoyed their
handwork.

This was our first year as a Daily
Vacation Bible School and we hope to
continue the work next summer. OQur
highest attendance was 165, and the
average for the term 136.

On the evening of Friday, August 8,
the school held its commencement exer-
cises. The attendance on that evening
was approximately 300.

We pray that God will richly bless
the seed which has been sown in the
hearts of the children, and “the Lord
alone shall be exalted.”

DaiLy VAcaTioN BIBLE SCHOOL oF
THE EVANGEL BAPTIST CHURCH,
#* * #*

The minister of Immanuel Preshy-
terian Church, Danville, Iil., opened a
carpenter shop in the church basement
and invited a gang of street boys to
make themselves at home there. Most
of them are in the Sunday school now,
and eighteen of them have been re-
ceived into church membership on con-
fession of faith.

Gifts for Children

Our giving should be not only prompt-
ed by a generous heart, but directed by
a judicious mind. Indisecriminate giving
is not only wasteful and extravagant
but may be positively injurious. Par-
ticularly ought we to make careful
choice of the gifts which we make to
children. A good suggestion comes from
the Humane Education Press Bureau in
'regard to gifts for children. We quote
it in part:

“Do not choose such gifts as whips,
swords or guns, or traps. We do not
wish to encourage our children to play
at games of whipping, fighting or any
cruel sport,

Do not give a live animal to a small
child who will not know better than to
hurt it. Kittens, puppies, or baby chicks
(at Easter) are not suitable gifts for
small children.

Do not give to children a caged bird,
or gold fish to be confined—since LIB-
ERTY is our watchword we should not
allow children to keep any creature in
confinement.

Avoid giving books on hunting, trap-
ping, robbery, murder or war. We do
not wish to accustom the child mind to
thoughts of agony or death. There arc
better books published than ever before;
those telling of the heroism of men and
women, of noble deeds performed, etc.,
also many good animal stories which
will be enjoyed by young people.”

Class Mottoes and Names

Everybody recognizes the value of a
good name for an organization, and of a
motto, or slogan, that expresses in con-
densed form the aim and purpose of the
body. Nevertheless, for various reas-
ons, many Bible classes have not been
careful to secure either an attractive
name or a stirring watchword. “BEarn-
est Worker” urges attention to this mat-
ter and offers a list of mottoes and of
names for the consideration of classes
who may be unsupplied. They are as
follows:

MOTTOES

“For God and man.”

“Live thy best today.”

“Do the next thing.”

“Tt does not yet appear what we shall
be.”

“Not finished, but begun.”

“Upward and onward.”

“Purpose, labor, victory.”

“Anywhere, provided it be forward.”

“As recruits to the front.”

“Love, light, and life for the world.”

“To hasten his appearing.”

“To know, to grow, to glow, to go.”

“T will go for him."”

“Here am I; send me.”

“We mean business.”

“The other fellow.”

“Every man up.”

Some classes reveal their motto only
to their elass members. Then they use
the initial letters of the motto as a class
name. For instance, a class with the
motto, “Love, light and life for the
world,” would call itself the LLj I
Class.”

NAMES

Forward. Stand-by.
Always Busy. Onward.
Covenanter. Fearless_;.
Vim. Live Wire.
Count on Me. Peerless.
Fair and Square. Periscope.
Pilgrim. Friendly.
C. I. C. (Class in Torchbearer.

Corner). . Read'y.
Loyal Legion. Service.
Volunteer. W. W W. (We
Vanguard. Will Work).
Anti-Knockers. . T AT (P,

Train, Triumph).
Three P's (Pray,
Praise, Practice).

0. 8. 0. G. (Order
Sons of God).

Herald. :
Grace and Grit.
®x kx *
Our young church organization at

MecIntosh, N. D., has purchased a church
edifice, formerly used by the Presby-

terians.

|
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Echoes of the Institute Week at
Madison, Conn., Aug. 23 to
30, 1924

Another season has been successfully
completed at the Institute in Madison.
The experiment as planned by the com-
mittee of the Young People’s and Sun-
day School Workers’ Union of the At-
lantic Conference last year was so satis-
factory in so many ways that the work
was promoted again this year with over-
whelmingly gratifying results. The at-
tendance was larger, approximately 35
attending, and the crowd was eager to
study and play hard, so that when it
came time to break up and scatter to
the sundry churches and homes, it was
voted by all that a most happy and prof-
itable time had been spent together.

To our instructors and leaders we owe
much for spiritual blessing and uplift
and everyone felt the urge to go “back
home” with renewed vigor and the am-
bition to make this winter’'s work really
count in our church and Sunday school.

The following is a gist of the general
daily routine:

Breakfast first, of course, at 8 a. m,
followed by the “morning watch,” a most
impressive ceremony led by a different
student each morning. The topies dis-
cussed included Prayer; The Meaning of
Prayer; Hindrances to Prayer; Prayer
as a Communion with God, ete. Then
followed classes, four of which were
held each morning of which every stu-
dent attended at least three. Our in-
structors were, first, Prof. G. H. Schneck
who taught “The Life of Christ” and
Christian Fundamentals in the first and
third periods, respectively. Rev. Paul
Wengel led a discussion group on “The
Apostolic  Church” during the first
period, and “Baptist Polity” the third
period. Mrs. Emma Meier taught “The
Pupil,” a Teacher Training course, and
Miss Priscilla Hoops lectured on “Bio-
graphical Sketches of the Old Testament
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Prophets.” Last but not least, Dr. Fred
W. Meyer, our well-known medical mis-
sionary quite lately returned from the
Philippine Islands, led an excellent dis-
cussion during the fourth period which
everyone attended, picturing to us the
life, experiences and work of a medical
missionary in the islands. Every in-
structor was superior in his own task,
and not a pupil escaped from learning
something worth while or from receiving
a real benefit from their influence. This
covers our school work.

Qur recreation was just as interest-
ing and beneficial, and because we had
only an afternoon in which to do every-
thing we wanted to do, we “crammed”
in two or three activities which ordi-
narily would occupy a day's pleasure.
To Rev. Wm. Schoeffel we are indebted
for clever, new games, and for our re-
creational fun generally. Each day had

Dr. Meyer’s Class in Mission

its special planned program. Thus, one
day we hiked, went for a dip, and had
group games, and another day a mu-
sicale, or olympic games or “stunt night”
in addition to indoor games in which all
participated when the weather prevented
outdoor activities.

Supper was served about 6:30, with an
after-dinner entertainment from “Eu-
reka” and Rev. Schneck who wrote up a
diary or log book each day depicting the
important and minor events of the day,
sometimes to the chagrin of his listen-
ers. Followed our Sunset services, which
were held each evening on the wide front
porch, chairs arranged church-fashion.
This service was a most fitting climax
to a happy day, and a most enjoyable
experience to sit outdoors listening to a
fine tallk while the waves broke gently
on the shore and fresh breezes blew in
oceanwards. Our speakers on these oc-
casions included Rev. Wm. Schoeffel, Dr.
F. W. Meyer, Rev. Paul Wengel, Rev.
Morris of Madison, and Mr. H. T. Sorg
of Newark who spoke most interestingly
on “Choosing a Vocation” which talk
some of us have taken to heart and will
not soon forget.

The balance of the evening was de-
voted to a social or other entertainment
but more often we built a beach fire on
the rocks and roasted “Wienies” or
toasted marshmellows to the accompani-

ment of rounds, and all the songs we
could think of. '

Our last evening was devoted to a
consecration service led by Prof. Schneck
at which time many of the young folks
contributed their thought on what the
Institute had done for them and express-
ng gratitude to God for the many bless.-
Ings so plentifully received.

The Kaaz family also should not be
forgotten. To Mus. J. Kaaz we owe
much _fo_r her cheerful smile and untiy.
g willingness to help anyone in any
emergency. Rev. J. Kaaz also protecteq

usl with his kindly smile and wise coun-
sel,
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In conclusion it may be emphatically
stated that no group of young people
could have had a better or more helpful
time. The student body agreed with one
accord that it was a week of good fel-
lowship, spiritual blessing and heaps of
fun thrown in for good measure. The
attendance was larger than last year and
it may be necessary to look for larger
quarters by next year. To all those who
helped make the week a happy one and
who contributed their services so will-
ingly, the students are indeed grateful.

MARION E. ZEIDLER.

Young People’s Meeting at
Northwestern Conference

At the Northwestern Conference, in
session from August 26 to 31, the Sun-
day afternoon meeting was devoted to
the Young People.

The attendance was probably the larg-
est of the Conference. The church was
filled, standing room was at a premium.

The meeting was in charge of H. B.

Wiesley, president of the Iowa Jugend-
bund, who had arranged for an inter-
esting program. Following a song serv-
ice, a word of welcome by Mrs. John F.
Kraft, president of the Aplington Young
People’s Society, and prayer by Henry
Marks, Rev. Wm. Appel gave a very in-
teresting talk on “A Worthy Calling.”

Miss Esther Ehrhorn of Parkersburg
rendered a vocal solo and the Ministers’
quartet favored us with one of their
usual good selections.

A report of Bro. H. J. Weihe, the
representative of the Conference in the
Sunday School and Young Peolle’s Coun-
cil, was read by Bro. Hans Keiser, of
Elgin.

Stewardship Principles
Harry W. REYSEN

I have chosen to consider “Stewardship
Principles” in three ways. First—Ac-
knowledging God as owner of all. Sec-
ond—That our position as a Christian is
that of a steward, and Third—That as
stewards we should render to God the
things which belong to God.

In the first chapter of Genesis in the
very first verse we read that God cre-
ated heaven and earth, and we find no
evidence that God has ever passed his
title on to anyone. We would then con-
clude that we, and all that we have or
ever hope to have are the property of
our God. If we acknowledge and accept
this fact of God's ownership we must
see very plainly our position, namely—
that of “stewards” and as such we will
have to at some time or other render an
accounting. “Stewardship” is a very
big word. It covers the whole of our
lives; every thing we are _Bl.’ld have must
be held under this our position and trust.
A real acknowledgement of our steward-
ship relations will not only change our
lives, but will make us joyous and happy
in our service for God. s

One of the first tasks of a “Christian
steward” is to use rightly the_ possessions
God has given him. Until this mapter is
settled no real progress is made in our

Christian lives. We acknowledge the
ownership of the state, city or country,
by paying taxes; we acknowledge the
ownership of railroads by paying fare,
and we acknowledge God’s ownership by
setting aside a definite portion of ‘our
incomes for the work of his Kingdom.
The Bible has made this matter very
clear to us. In the Old Testament we
read in various passages of the people
bringing tithes of the land, such as seed,
fruit, flocks, ete. In Genesis 28:22 it tells
of Abraham giving a tenth of all. In
Mal. 3:10 God makes an agreement and
gives a promise: “Bring ye the whole
tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in my house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of heaven
and pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to receive it.”
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Old Testament, but we are under grace.
But let every Christian steward see to
it, that grace does not get less out of
him than the law could get out of a Jew.
Under the law of the Jews were to give
a tenth beside the sacrifices, gifts and
offerings.

The method of giving on impulse is a
very poor one, for usually the gift de-
pends on the attractiveness of the ap-
peal. We all will agree that giving a
definite amount regularly, usually totals
more than spasmodic gifts.

The whole matter requires but one
great decision for all time. It is the
things that we can’t spare that make
our offerings alive. If we should all
give proportionately and systematically
there would be no need for special collec-
tions, church fairs, ticket selling and
other methods used for raising money.
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There is also very good reason to be-
lieve that Jesus commanded the paying
of the tenth. Luke 11:42 Jesus, in re-
buking the Pharisees speaks of this un-
derlying prineciple. We can also feel
gure that Jesus paid the tithe—*“for he
came to fulfill the law.” In Luke 6:38
Jesus said, “Give and it shall be given
unto you, good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over.” Now—
to apply some of this to our lives. We
have been told often that our life habits
and character are formed in our youth
and that this is the time for us to apply
tne principles of life. As Christiang
this would surely also apply to the prin-.
ciple of “Christian stewardship.”

Our love for Christ and the work of
his Kingdom does not amount to very
much unless it enters into our affections
sufficiently to make us willing to give
of our money. If our religion stops
short of our pocketbook it hasnt a very
deep holgl on us. It is a fact that most
of us think that we give more than we
really do. How much one ought to give
is a matter that everyone must really
settle for himself. In this particulay
matter we are not under the law of the

Rev. Wengel, Leader

It isthe only business-like way by which
we can give an account of our steward-
ship and render faithful service.

BAPTIST DEACONESS’ HOM
AND HOSPITAL SOCIETY,
CHICAGO, ILL.

Provides home for girls desiring to become
deaconesses or missionaries. Deaconesses have
one vear of training in the Northern Baptist
Theological Seminary and three years training
in the Deaconess Hospital here. = Missionarses
have two years of training in the above nan.ed
Seminary and one F‘yf:ar in the Deaconess Hos-
pital. Girls will find a true Christian home
spiritual  atmosphere, thorough
splendid opportunity for service,
lars write to:

REV. C. A. DANIEL, President, or to
MISS MARG. WAGNER, Supt.,

3264 Cortland St., Chicago, IlI,

training an
For particu.

WHEN {)N BRhOOKLYN
0o as the
CRUSADERS BIBLE CLASS

does
These young men meet every Sunday at 2.30
P. M. for the Study of God's Word at the
Second German Baptist Church
Woodbine St., cor. Evergreen Ave.
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