
The Baptist Herald 
A DENOMINATIONAL PAPER VOICING THE INTERESTS OF THE 
GERMAN BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE'S AND SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS' UNION 

Volume Five CLEVELAND, 0., AUGUST 1, 1927 Number Fifteen 

Charles H addon Spurgeon 



2 THE BAPTIST HERALD 

What's Happening 
J oy in Glory Hill and W etaskiwin 

On J une 12, 9 young people wer e ~d­
ded to the Glory Hills Germa n Bap t1st 
Church by bapt is m. This l ittle church 
is aggressive and zealous in the work 
of the Lord. Both old and young ar e 
inter ested in mission work a nd bring 
t heir talents and gif ts for t he cause of 
the Lord at home and abroad. 

Seventeen wer e baptized by Rev. Fred 
W . Benke in W etaskiwin J une 26, most 
of t hem young people. We hope and p ray 
t hat these p romising lives may be kept 
for t he service of the Master a nd do 
much good for him. It always gla dden s 
the hear t of Chris tian worker s when one 
sees people stepping out of t he service 
of t he world and dedicate themselves to 
t he service of t he Master. Mor eover 
when young people bring t heir beauti~ul 
a nd promising talents to be used for him 
who loved us and washed us from our 
sins in his blood. F RED w. BENKE. 

A Service for Graduates 
Congr atulations to t he graduates ! 

Just at t his t ime of the year many of 
our young people a r e finis hing their 
courses in school and are having a g r eat 
commencement in some new field. Some 
will go furt her on in school, oth: r s will 
go to work in various industries, but 
wherever they m ay go and what ever t hey 
may do i t is our sincere wish t hat God 
may bless them and guide them and 
t hat t hey may work t o h onor h im. 

With t his t hough t in mind t he Not­
t ingham Baptist Church o-f Clevel~nd , 
Ohio had a ser vice on S unday evening, 
June' 12, devoted to our g ra duates. The 
meeting was opened by our pastor, Rev. 
Ansber g, and then turned ov~r to . the 
president of the young people s society, 
Miss Esther Piot rowski. Sever al of the 
young people took par t in the servi~e, 
one read the scripture, a not her led m 
p rayer, others cont r ibuted musical num­
bers. There was a shor t sermon by our 
pastor and t hen t he Sunday school su­
per intendent , Mr . Ewald, brough t gre~t­
ings from t he Sunday school ; Mr. Klin­
ger , the chairman of t he Board of Dea­
cons , brought gr eetings from the church. 

Then the assis t ant superintendent of 
t he Sunday school, Mr. Cisar , presented 
each graduate wit h a copy of t he N ew 
Testament . The g radua tes, during the 
entire service, were seated on th e plat­
for m. T here were seven g ra duates from 
h igh school: Gladys Ewald, Rut h Ku­
chenbacher, Charles Ebs, Lawrence Prill , 
Harold Gerwin, Chester Pratt, Don Spei­
del; and one graduate from Western Re­
serve University, Henry Bowman . 

Awain we wish these g r aduates and all 
others God's richest blessing. 

R. BOWMAN. 

• • • 
Do not seek freedom to go anywhere; 

seek power t.o go somewhere. 

Ce n tr a l Con fe rence Invitation 
The State P ark Chur ch in Peor ia in­

vites a ll churches of t he Cent ral Con­
ference to t he Sessions which will be held 
in our midst , August 23-28. 

Delegat es and visitors are kindly r e­
quested t o announce thei r coming by 
Aug ust 7 t o our church clerk, Wm. 
Broeker, 120 Widenham St., Peoria, Ill. 
After t his date we ca nnot make any 
pl"Omises . Lodg ing and breakfast will 
be free. Noon and evening meals will be 
served in the church dining room at 
60 cents per meal. 

W e expect ma ny and hope to be a 
blessing to one another. 

In the name of t he Church , 
WM. BROEKER, Cler k. 

Rev. E . Bibelheimer became pas tor of 
the church a t Mound Prairie, Minn., on 
July l~t. 

Rev. A. J. P auler of the Ebenezer 
Church, Dickinson Co., Kans ., bapt ized 
12 per sons on June 26, fruits of the spe­
cia l meetings held by E va ngelists Rev. 
a nd Mrs. Wm. A . Lipphar d. Rev. Pa uler 
a nd family r ecently drove to Cleveland 
0. , by car , visiting relatives there. ' 

Cana d ian Mission Society Insti­
tute 

The Canadian Mission Association of 
our churches in Ontario assembled this 
year with our church in Sebastopol, Ont . 
The days from J une . 9 t o 12 were days 
of good cheer and instruction to both 
young and old. Our program committee 
wa s very for tunate t.o secure three ex­
cellent lect ur er s in the persons of Rev. 
D. Hamel, who gave a lecture course on 
" Christia n Discipleship ;" our Young 
P eople's Secretary, Bro. A. Bretschnei­
der, who lectured on " Sunday School 
Methods," and, la st but not lea st, our 
honorable Prof. F. W. C. Meyer , who 
g ave a course of lectures on "Learnin 
of J esus t he secret of r ig ht living." g 

Bro. Hamel gave us a fine r eport about 
our great heritage a s German Bapt ist 
our organizat ion and gener al work. s , 

Prof. Meyer gave us a r eport abo t 
our Seminar y i n Rochester N y a ud ' . ., n 
an excellent lecture about the Ph ilippine 
I sla nds . 

~hese lec~u re cour~es were well inter­
mingled with devotional periods sol 

d tet f . . ' OS a n quar s rom our ministers' quartet 
a nd a well prepared program r ender ed 
by gr oups ~i youn_g p~ople from various 
churches. e socrnl side of life was t 
for gotten in the playing of various gai~o 
on the green. es 

T hree cheers for Neustadt a nd 
next year's assembly! A. E . JASTER~ur 

• • • 
N o talk is so pointless as talk that · 

always trying to make points. is 

Watertown A nnive rsary 
The anniversa r y of Ladies Aid Society 

a t Watertown, Wis., wa s held Thursda y 
evening , J une 9, 1927. 

A good p rogram, consisting of read­
ings, mus ical number~ both vocal" and 
ins trumental and a dia log called Two 
l\Iaster s ," was given by the la?ies. A 
free will offer ing was t aken, which helps 
to swell our building fun d t r easur y. 

In the cour se of the yea r , besides our 
monthly meet ings we . had one bazaa r 

' 1 " d and a number of " baked goods sa es a n 
several p rogra ms , the proceeds of which 
also went into the building fu nd. We 
ar e ver y much in need o-f a new church 
building and a re willing to do ou r " bit" 
toward getting one. 

We cannot r epor t of a gr eat numer ical 
increase hut we can r eport t he more 
essential, which is t he fine s pi ri t of co­
oper ation in rea ching our objectives. 

May we through t he g race of God 
for .the cqming yea r be mor e loyal to the 
principles t ha t t he society st a nds for, so 
t ha t we may learn t he true meaning of 
the word "Aid," like the Master who 
came not to be minist ered unto, but to 
minister and to g ive his life as a r ansom 
for many. Mns. P. KRUEGER, Sec. 

I • • • 
Giving is a n art , and like a ll arts it 

r equires constant pract ice. 
* • * 

When all other gr ound is sinking sand, 
a man is foolish who fails to sta nd on 
the rock of sa lvation. 

• * * 
A jus t man gets jus t ice for himself by 

being just to other s . 
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The ·Baptist Herald 
A Sermon to Empty Pews 

T HE preacher was clean-shaven and gray­
ha ired, erect as a statue, with eyes ·.sparkling 

like st ars, as they had done for eighty years. Every­
body in ~he village r espected him, and bore with his 
infirmities. The children enjoyed his pioneer 
stories, until he r ambled into incoherent theology, 
a nd. then t hey stole silently away, leaving him to 
discourse to t he empty air. H is conver sat ion was 
pleasing to most people for a lit tle while; but ala s ! 
his punctuation was defective. He knew h is com­
mas and semicolons; but had never lear ned to use 
the fu ll stop. 

It is said t hat his ministry had never been ·.success­
ful, yet defeat never soured him. He blamed h im­
self a lone. Perhaps t he fau lt was in his metallic 
voice, or lack of per sonal magnetism . Ther e was 
no lack of piety or industry. He was a lways in the 
village church on Sabbath rn,orning.s. Sometimes 
the young pastor invited him to lead in pr ayer , and 
then he was happy. So w ere th e people for a little 
while. But h e soon wandered into a ver bal wilder­
ness, and though there were sometimes flashes of 
Divine glory, and sometimes the spiritual manna 
fell. they were glad when the lon g pilgrimage wa·.s 
done. 

The doors of the litt le church wer e n ever locked, 
and the old preacher often visited it dur ing th e 
week, to rest and medita_te and pr ay. P eople said 
he sometimes preached m the empty building. I 
never believed them, until I discovered th e state­
ment to be true. I was passing the church, and 
h eard the old man's voice in prayer. Stepping 
quietly within, I hid myself behind a pillar. When 
the "Amen" had been reached, he a nnounced a 
hymn, and looked with pained surprise at the choir 
ga llery, when no one began to sing, and then 
started to sing himself. I had to suppress a strong 
temptation to help him out, for h e s eemed on the 
verge of breaking down. Then h e made announce­
ments, evident ly r eferring to matter s of by-gone 
days and other r egions. Then followed the sermon 
which seemed to me infinitely path etic, and which 
I jotted down after r ea ching home, as best I could 
from memory. 

"I have chosen for my text today, 1 Samuel 20: 
18, 'T hou shalt be missed, because thy seat w ill be 
empty,' and this sermon will be addressed t o the 
empty pews which I see in such crowds before me, 
on this interesting occasion. I h ave often had it in 
my heart to preach t o you, for yo u have always 
been such r egular attenda nts on m y min istry. I 
must commend your faithfulness. In ·.stormy weather 
you were a lways on hand . In fine weather, when 
people were dr iving or visiting, I could depend on 

your presence. W hen people of flesh and b_lood 
were tired at h arvest time, you w ere never tired, 
and whfn they could not buy clothes beca use t here 
was no harvest, you were not ashamed to be seen in 
the house of God. How nobly you would rally before 
me wh en ther e were 'doings' at the other ch urch . 
And how r egular you have a lways been at prayer­
meetingJ. Each Wednesday night you nea~·ly filled 
the house. Noth ing I have ever done or said would 
driYe you away. And I must commend your con­
stancy. Whenever I have gone to a new field of 
labor other s have crowded ar ound me at first , but 
their 'enthusiasm h as soon died away. You never 
cr owderl your attentions on me the first Sabbath; 
but as time passed you clung to me like brother s." 

Thus far t he preacher's tone was friendly. He 
seemed to think of t he empty seats a s gh ostly exist ­
ences. A stern look came into his countenance a s 
h e went on in severest tones : 

"And yet my dear fri ends, I do not, cannot love 
you You a1:e noi my dear friends a t all, and I won' t 
ca ll. you s uch . I detest you, despise you, a bominate 
you. I will not call you beloved, but unlov~d. I 
never invited you to ch urch, b~t always ~1ed to 
drive you a way, and you wouldn t go. You sit t h er e 
st ar ing at me, with empty eyes and_ barren hear ts, 
j ust as you have a lways done, fr eezmg the m arrow 
in my bones and the unction in my soul. I have 
thought of you by day, and the r emembran ce and 
dread of yo u have made my weeks unha ppy. Wh~n 
I have toiled in my study, even, I h ave f elt the chill 
of your pr esence, and my hand and brain have been 
pa lsied as I heard you mutter ar? und me, 'W ~·u be 
ther e and suck that sermon dry . . And s ometimes I 
have started in the night, cold with sw eat, because 
you, frigid fiends, have danced upon my h ea rt. 
Often, with prayer and labor , I prepared my ser­
mon, a nd wept and pleaded that God would h onor 
it by putting it in some unsaved sou_l, b_ut when th e 
Sabbath morning came, you pale villams throttled 
it before it could really speak t o any one's heart. 
Often have I designed to comfort some sorrowing 
one, when, behold ! one of you had ta ken the place 
of t he mourner. You were always t h ere on collec­
tion Sunday, j eering and mocking me, and you 
never gave a penny to any cause. Yo u ~ever sing, 
you never pr ay, you never weep or smile, or say 
'Amen.' You are worse t han deaf adders, and can 
never be charmed to respond to the most earnest 
efforts. Never have I known one of you t o get con­
ver ted to God. 

"But I will not rail upon you, you poor, pa lid 
ghosts of evaporated nothing, though you h ave 
driven me from every fi eld where I h ave tried to 
labor. You h ave no bodies, or souls, n o conscience 
or hope. I am g lad you cannot i·epent and be saved. 

·I 
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I hate you and sha ll hate you for ever and ever. I 
believe I am going to heaven some day, even if my 
crown is starless (thanks to you), but I hope never 
to meet you there. Not one! Not one ! Go to per­
dition, a ll of you. Fill up th e b lack cour ts of hell's 
dominion as full as ever you can; but in the name 
of the mighty God, I charge you .come not into the 
celestial city for it seems to me I never can be 
happy, and I don't believe t he Savio;, will ~e,_ if 
there are any empty seats in heaven. -Christian 
Commonwealth. 

The Heart of the Tree 
HENRY CUYLER BUNNER 

What does he plant who plants a tree? 
He plants the friend of t he sun and sky, 

He plants th e :flag of t he bre_ezes ~ree; 
The shaft of beauty towering high; 
He plants a h ome to Heaven anigh 

For song and mother-croon of bird 
In hushed and happy twilight h eard­
These things he plants who plants a tree. 

What does he plant who plants a tree? 
He plants cool shade a nd tender rain 

And seed and bud of days to be, 
And years t hat :flush and fade ~gain ; 
He plants th e glory of the plam ; 

He plants t he forest's heritage; 
The harvest of a coming age ; 
The joy that unborn eyes shall see­
These things he plants wh o plants a tree. 

What does he plant who plants a tree? 
H e plants, in sap and leaf and wood, 

In love of home and loyalty 
And far-cast thought of civic good, 
His blessing on the neighborhood; 

Who in the hollow of His hand 
Holds all t he growth of a ll our land­
A nation's growth from sea to sea 
Stirs in his heart who plants a tree. 

We Live by the Gospel 

0 
UR churches are built on conversion. The_ first 

and fundamental question to every cand:date 
for membership among us is, "Hast thou believed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ to the saving of thy ·.soul ?" 
Without that personal apprehension by_ faith of 
God's grace in Christ we have no candi~ates for 
baptism, no church members, no commumcants at 
the Lord's Table, no priests of the Lord to make 
interces·.:iion in the prayer meeting, no preachers of 
the gospel, no fit persons for the pastoral office, no 
missionaries to send to the heathen. In _a word we 
have nothing. But given true conversion to God 
we have the germ of e~erything. Un~ess. conver­
sion is first you are plantmg _your ec~lesia·.stic~l tree 
upside down with its roots m the air. We hve by 
the gospel.-Rev. Gilbert Laws in Convention 
Teacher. 
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The Fine Art of R eceiving 
c. A. DANIEL 

FOR a number of years we have followed all the 
r eligious movements of the Christian churches 

to stim11iate t he spiritual life, to increase mission­
ary giving and true Christian service and have en­
tered into all the movements heartily. However, we 
have often wondered how long such movemen~ 
would last and what real permanent val ue they 
would have to th e local church and the bulk of its 
membern. I am quite sure that many false notions 
prevail and it behooves the thoughtful pastors to 
correct them and to give to the people some sane 
and correct views of receiving and giving. We will 
call it the fine art of receiving. If we should affirm 
that nobody has ever really given anything to God, 
some w ould probably look at us in amazement. 
But it i.3 true. Jesus himself taught us : "It is more 
blessed 1:o give, t han to receive." This beatitude is 
not fo und in the Gospels, Paul dug it up out of 
obscurity and gave it to the Christian church. 

Our Lord's life was a continuous example of this 
beatitude. 'He must occupy the supreme place of 
blessedness. He is the most blessed One; the great 
Dispenser of every real blessing. 

James says 1 :17 : "Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness 
neither shadow of t urning." And we speak of giv~ 
ing to Gog? We have not yet learned the fine ar t 
of r eceiving . It i.s truly an art to r eceive gifts from 
God. 

"What Hast Thou, That Thou Didst Not Receive?" 

We irr.iag~ne that we are r endering ser vice to 
G:o?, while m ti·?th he is always serving us. Our 
givmg does not influence his character-"for it is 
more ?lessed _to give, than to receive." The sun 
sends its healmg and strengthening rays freely on 
th~ earth and on all men without distinction. The 
ram falle.th upon the good and the bad l"k s -
h . d · a i e. un 

s me ~n ram are given freely to the devout and 
t~e :-vicked, to the good and the bad without dis-
tmction ____ The air which we b th . G d' ·f t ' rea e, is o s 
gi t 0 all huma~ beings and to the who le animal 
and vegetabl.e kmgdom. Yet there ar e thousands 
?f h~man bemgs, who are depr ived of these bless­
mgs m our. congested cities; and therefore we have 
so m_uch disease to combat. 

The water which d · k . 
plied by God fo 1 we r_m , i-.s abundantly su?-

r a 1 mankmd and whosoever will 
may come and drink fr 1 nrh . 
the valu f ee y. vv o can overestimate 
t e 0 pure water! Even here has sinful man 
respassed an_d contaminated the streams, the rivers 

a;d lakes, this purest blessing of God "What hast 
t o_u,t that thou didst not receive? " ·Doe·a not the 

~~~1~u~~:s~e:~~.~~f~'~at "the earth is t he Lord'a and 

There is no mo 1 . 
on the air and th nopo Y on the sunshine a nd ram, 

e water of the earth. And yet 
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The Greed and the Selfishness of Men 

has deprived many of t hese natural universal bles3-
ings of God. God has given freely. Man alone has 
limited, what God had intended to be free and uni­
versal. The Mosaic law knows nothing of private 
property. God is the owner of heaven and the 
earth, of the land, of the people; " of the earth and 
the fullness thereof." The people ar e but tenants 
and stewar ds of God. ---- Only the selfishness of 
man has created laws of proper ty, stipulated boun­
daries and erected signs : "Keep off ;" " T respassing 
prohibited;" "Private Property." All down through 
the centuries the avarice of man has exploited the 
earth. Wars and invasions, great movements, 
hordes of the human race have wandered over the 
face of the earth and parceled it out by force· or 
coercion. Thus we have nations, count ries, prov­
inces, states, countyseats, cities and private estates. 
God has made the earth for mankind, but mankind 
is up against it ---- for everywhere have mono­
polies, corporations, trusts, enterprises, multimil­
lionaires stepped in and fenced it off, exploited the 
land, it.3 r iches; t he land, the water, the air ; and in 
many places the earth has been reversed from a 
paradise into a veritable hell. 

Th~nk God, there are still some things, which 
a re giv~n to all. In. the realm of healing, it would 
be a crime to e~ploit. any discovery of healing; in 
the r ealm of sc~ence it would be criminal to with­
hold the facts; m t he realm of religion it would be 
wrong for the preacher to withhold any truth 
which _fo given for all. . Why should m~n exploit 
and withhold from any sphere of life? B.ut it is 
done. For the selfishnes·.s of man creeps hi every­
where and despoils God's plans. 

The heathen approaches his idol of God and 
says: " Here I br ing my offering, this sheep, now I 
I expect you to protect. my fields and bless them " 
The Christian i.s not qmte so outspoken to his God 
But he naturally th~nks b~ca~se he attends services: 
says his prayers, gives h_is tithe and does some re­
ligious things, that h~ will prosper, heaven will be 
his reward and all his deeds will have some merit 
in them before God._ ~ut are we not then forgetting 
the fi ne art o~ recei.vmg, that :-ve are recipients of 
God, that he is ser vmg us and is continually giving 
to us. We have not yet learned the fine art of re­
ceiving. 

When Paul Preached at Athens 

(Acts 17 :24-3~) he re:11inded the Athenians of 
four things, which we will do well to remember: 

1. That "the Lord of ~eaven and ear th d oth not 
dwell in temples made with hands." 

2. That God tr~ly hath, no needs. "Neither is 
he worshipped with mens hands as though he 
needeth anything." 

3. " That God givet h life and breath to all men." 
4. "That these gifts were freely bestowed upon 

all, that they might all feel after him a nd repent and 
be grateful." T_h\lS all r eligion in the first ·place is 
receiving. And it is a fine art to receive. 
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Out oi our correct views of receiving will grow 
our 

Correct Views of Living 

We do not believe and trust our God as we should. 
Hence we do not trust our fellowmen. Right rela­
tionships between men grow out of r ight r elat ion­
ship to God. And yet what do we ·.see? A world 
full of discontent and distrust. Men everywhere 
ar e called upon to give affidavits, notes, securities, 
bonds, mortgages, recommendations, etc. We do 
not receive correctly, hence we cannot live cor .. 
rectly. Our Lord taught us to pray : "Thy will be 
done on e;arth as it is in heaven." Ther e is perfect 
har mony, peace and order in heaven. Should it not 
follow too on earth as it is in heaven? Do .We really 
trust the words of our Lord? Do we believe him 
and confide in him? 'l'hen this trust should affect 
our lives and our conduct. 

We need right relationships to God above all 
t hings and right relationships among men should 
very n'aturally follow. We need justice very badly 
on earth. Justice to the employer and to the em­
ployee, to the dealer and to the cons~mer, in fact 
to a ll men. "The kingdom of God is not eating 
and drinking but righteousness, i. e. j ustice, peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

As we learn the fine art of receiving we will also 
learn the fine art of living for God and men. There 
will follow the imitating of God, the co-operating 
with God the beneficence of God in our lives. We 
will give ' then, because it has become our second 
nature; it has become the Christlife pulsating in us. 
Oh Lord. teach us to r eceive in the right spirit and 
to live in the i~ight spirit! 

Editorial Jottings 
THE iV!:ORE LIFE gives to us, the more we must 

pour back into life. Nothing is ours to keep. There 
is nothing that we can finally build for our own 
possession but character. 

THE CONFERENCE TIME is approaching dur ­
ing the latter part of this month. We h ope many of 
our young people will plan to attend the young peo­
ple's ses~ions at the various conferences. It is al­
ways in$piring to see the youn~ people at these im­
portant denominational gathermgs. 

THE EDITOR would like to call attent ion to 
Revell's New Scripture Atlas, recently published 
by the Fleming H. Revell Company. This is a fine 
and indi$pensable help to the Sunday school teacher 
and Bible student. It consists of a series of 16 col­
ored plates containing the historical geography of 
Palestine and the lands of the Bible, with descrip­
t ive and explanatory notes on the maps. This atlas 

· ought to be in ev'ery classroom for constant refer­
ence. It is altogether the newest and best collection 
of maps in this form that we have yet seen. It comes 
in board.:;, size 8%,x1034 inches, and costs 90 cents. 
Order ~hr9ugh our German B~pt~st Publication So-: 
ciety. 
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An Evening in Portland 

On Sunday evening, June 5, "Prayer 
Changes T hings" was the devotional sub­
ject for the Young People's service at 
Portland, Oreg. The Loyalist group, 
Mr. Harry J ohnson, Captain, had charge 
of the services. After singing and scrip­
ture reading the "Lord's Prayer" was 
repeated by the society. A duet, "Sweet 
Hour of Prayer,'' was sung by Miss H . 
Schultz and August Gunsch, after which 
talks on the following subjects were 
given: "Teaching Us How to Pray,'' by 
Bertha Johnson; "Teaching Others to 
Pray,'' by Ida Bachofner and Linda 
Boehi; "Hindrances in Prayer Life," by 
A Gunsch ; "Helps in Prayer Life,'' by 
Henry Bertuleit and Mrs. E. B. Meier; 
"Experience in Pr ayer,'' by Johanna 
Beck; and " Continuing Prayer," by 
Henry Schroeder. A solo, "In the Secret 
of His Presence," was sung by Mrs. 
Meier, after which a number of members 
prayed. "Loyalty to Christ" was then 
sung by the group and the Captain, Mr. 
Johnson, led in the closing prayer. 

On to victory, On to victory! 
Cr·ies our commander: On! 
We'll move at his command, 
We'll soon posses the land, 
Through loyalty, loyalty, yes loyalty to 

Christ. 
L. T. 

Reception to New Pastor at 
Wausau, Wis . · 

We gathered on July 7 in t he church 
parlors to welcome our new pastor, Rev. 
Erion, and wife. A delicious s upper was 
served by our Ladies Aid after which we 
assembled in the main auditorium for a 
brief program with our Sunday school 
superintendent , Frank Beneditz, presid­
ing. 

The opening number on t he program 
was a Piano Solo by Miss Mary Pate­
field, after which Rev. P. W. Erickson of 
t he Presbyterian church offered prayer. 
A duet by Frank Beneditz and Adolph 
Gering followed, also a very original 
welcome song, composed by one of our 
members, sung to t he tune "If Jes us goes 
with me, I'll go." 

Rev. Erickson then gave a very in­
spiring and instructive address. H e said 
in part t hat a church could either make 
or break its pastor, and that only through 
the loyal backing and co-operation of 
every member could a preacher's true 
worth be proven. He recalled the friend­
ship he had enjoyed w it h our former 
pastor, Rev. J. F. Meyer, and anticipated 
t he same sort of fellowship with Rev. 
Erion. He welcomed Rev. Erion to our 
beautiful city and said he was glad such 
a man was added to the ministerial force 
in Wausau that had for its aim, "Wau­
sau for Christ." 

Rev. Erion then responded in his fine 
gracious manner that has alr eady en­
deared him to hi~ congregation and said 
he had chosen the ministry as a vocation 
or life's calling because he felt it to be 
the bi~gest job a man could undertake, 

winning souls for Christ, and that it 
could be done with the hearty support of 
the children of God. 

After this, or at this t ime Mr. F. Bene­
ditz presented Mrs. Erion with a sum of 
money in behalf of the church as a wed­
ding gift, for which she expressed their 
heartfelt thanks and appreciation. In 
closing we sang "Blest be the Tie that 
Binds" and Bro. Erion pronounced the 
benediction. 

ELIZABETH MAAS, Church Clerk. 

Arnold Socie ty Installs New 
Officers 

T he B. Y. P. U. of the Union Baptist 
ChurcJ:i ~f Arnold, !'.a., brought its year 
of activity and serVlce to a fitting close 
b~ an installation service on Sunday eve­
mng, July 3. The B. Y. P. U. furnished 
the p~ogram for the entire evening. Vocal 
selections, numbers by the orchestra 
a.Ion¥' with .the rousing congregationai 
smgmg f urnished the musical portion of 
the program. 

_The ~utgoing officers were dismissed 
with smtable commendation and t hanks 
by Mr. G. G. Gue_nther, Jr. The new 
officers are : P resident, Miss Augu t 
Theis; Vice-President, Mrs. G. G. Gu!n~ 
ther, Jr.; Secretary, Mrs. Fred Krause. 
T reasur_er, Miss Esther Guenther · Cor~ 
respondmg Secretary, Lewis Ad . 
Pianist, Mrs. C. J. Theis. They wer~~~~ 
stalle? by M_r. C.AJ. Theis with an im-
pressive serVlce. t the close of our 
gram our pastor, Rev. c. E C Pro-. . . · ramer 
gave an msp1rmg message taki h"' 
text from 2 Tim. 2: 3. ng is 

During the year 1926-27 under th 
leadership of our !?resident, Miss Esthe~ 
Guenther, the society did much f h 
church. A pulpit pedestal was ~~u \e 
and flowers were provided throu h g t 
year for each Sunday. T he g _the 
pledged to give $10 quarterly towars;ciety 
ment of the church debt A hand pay­
y P U bl . some B . . . em em was provided to h · 
decorate our B. Y. P. U. room - .elp 
were held and Sunday devotio~ 1

8ocials 
ings were well attended throug~ mt eet­
year. ou the 

We intend to give a series of . 
lectures and carry on through th slide 
mer months. e sum-

MRs. C. J . THEIS S , ec. 

Annual Rally of the Chi 
Sunday Schools cago 

Sunday afternoon, J une 5 
Third Annual Rally of the Chi was the 
man Baptist Sunday schools. cago Ge~·­
gather ed at the First Church. We again 

Owing to the Northern Bapt· t . 
vention convening here at the ;i~ Con­
attendance was not so large as . e our 
ious year s. in Prev. 

Mr. Fred Grosser, superintend 
the Oak Park Sunday school had e~t of 
of the singing. Mr. Arth~r p c arge 
superintendent of the Second a~kratz, 
Sunday school, read the scriptu hurch 
4:17-21, and Rev. Benj. Graf 

0
tt John 

led in prayer. etroit 
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We were very fortunate in securing 
P rof. L. Kaiser of Rochester to bring the 
message for the afternoon. H is talk was 
interesting and constructive. 

Prof. Kaiser showed us we were build­
ing for the future. Christ was concerned 
about the childr en, so we should be in­
terested in their welfar e. 

The Oak Park orchestra under the 
leadership of Mr. Carl Granzow and a 
Children's Chorus of boys and girls be­
tween the ages of 10 and 15 years under 
the direction of Prof. Gustave Berndt 
helped to make a very pleasant after­
noon. 

T here were nine Sunday schools rep­
resented. The First Church Sunday 
school h.ad the highest p ercentage a nd 
our president, Mr. H. Siemund, presented 
them with a cord and tassel as th ey al­
ready have a banner. Second Chur ch 
S~nday school being next h ighest re­
ceived the banner. 

. 'V!e were glad to have t he ou t of town 
v1s1tors with us. 

O~r aim in the Rally is to instill en­
t husiasm for bigger and better Sunday 
schools and to bring us closer to Him 
who is our friend and Redeemer . 

OLGA M. JUSTIN, Sec. 

Reception for New Pastor at 
Avon, S. D. 

The Baptist church of Avon, S. D., 
~ave a i:eception to their new pastor, 
d ev. BenJ. Schlipf, and family on T hurs-
ay evening, June 23. The r eception 

was a surp · to f ·1y d rise the pastor and am1 
~; was ~eld in the church . The pastors 
vit!~e aneighboring churches had been in­
F W nd addresses wer e given by Rev. 

R. · Schaefer of Parkst on followed by 
ev H • R · A ennan Lohr of Cathay, N. D., 

b ev. · W. Lang of Tyndall, S. D., and 
n~ the former pastor, Rev. J . F. Olthoff, 

w of Madison, s. D. 

of ~~e heads of t he different departments 
n e church each in turn welcomed t he 

ew Pastor. After t hese words of wel-
come and k 
Rev Sc . encouragement were spo ~n, 
to 

1
:es hhpf '~as given an opportunity 

... Pond which he did in a very able 
•uanner. 

After th . · d·-toriu e Program m t he mam ~~ 1 
roo m all were invited to the dmmg 
Th: d?f . the church for refreshments. 
nicely ~ning room was decor ated ver Y 

in green and h"t R w 1 e. 
Peri:~· ~ch!ipf is a very able and ~x­
istry a~ man, having been in the mm­
Peoria 0~1i 26 years. He came here fr_om 
church' w "! where he left a growing 
leaVin ' h_ich was very reluctant about 
his e~ th: ir Pastor go to Avon. Besides 
SchJiple?ence in this country, R_ev. 
lands ha ~o had experience in foreign 
mani~ f aving been at Bucharest, Rou-

' or about 12 years. 
. The chur h . . h v-1ng 5 c is very fortunate m a 
Lord ~f~:ed. such a leader. May the 

his Work at t his place! 

L.A. S. 
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The 
Next Sun d ay 

Mr. Speeds will clean his auto, 
Mr. Spurr will g room his horse, 
Mr. Gadds will go to Findlay, 
With all the li ttle Gadds, of course. 
Mr. Flight will put carbolic 
On his homing pigeons perch, 
Mr. Weeds will work his garden, 
Mr. Good will go to church . 

Mr. Cleet will drive a golf ball, 
Mr. Tiller steer his boat, 
Mr. Popper on his cycle, 
Round and round the state will mote. 
Mr. Swatt will watch a ball game, 
Mr. Take and son will sear ch 
Through the beaky wood for mushrooms, 
Mr. Willing will go to church. 

Do you ask me what's t he matter ; 
Do you wonder what is wrong? 
When the nation t urns from worship, 
Sermon, prayer and sacred song? . 
Why the people rush for p leasure, 
Leave religion in the lurch? 
Why prefer a padded auto 
To a cushioned pew in church? 

Reader, well I kno\¢ t he answer, 
But if I should speak a loud, 
What I think is the r eal r eason 
It would queer me with t he crowd. 
You'll be popular, dear reader, 
When you yield the critic's birch. 
You'll be safely in the fashion 
When you blame things on the church. 

- Tiffin Baptist. 

An Object Le sson 
H ILDA RICHMOND 

The day was warm and when the auto 
party of three large machines fi lled with 
young folks seeking a nice picnic site 
saw a s ig n swinging invitingly from a 
tree: "Welcome ! Drive in and make 
yourselves at home!" they had a feeling 
of relief and gratitude for t he farmer 
who had so generously provided for the 
comfort of unknown g uests. They could 
see tables under the fine big trees, a flow­
ing well of sparkling water! benches and 
other provision for a good time. Joyfully 
they accepted the invitation.and soon were 
unloading hampers, shaking . off dus t, 
spreading tablecloths and gettmg ready 
for the noon luncheon. 

But before they had gone far most of 
them noticed a disa greeable odor and 
clouds of flies took possession of the food 
they were setting out. The food was 
hastily covered and an in':'estigation 
made. Behind a clump of thick shrub­
bery they found tin cans, remains of 
other lunches, broken bottles and ja r s, 
papers, r ags and other refu~e a ll. sm~ll­
ing horribly and all swarmm g w:ith m­
sects. "We can't eat here! It is hor­
rible!" was the general cry as they has­
tily gathered up their things to move on. 

As they worked the farmer came to 
the well for a jug of cool water for the 
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Sunday School 
workers in the harvest field. "Can't 
stand t he smell and t he flies?" he in­
quired. "I don't blame you. At the be­
g inning of t he season this was the pret­
t iest and cleanest and coolest spot along 
the road and I t hought that peopl_e would 
appr eciate it, but you can see what hap­
pened. I cleaned it up several times but 
at last left it for an object lesson. Do 
you know it reminds me of that passage 
in one of the old prophets where the man 
of God says to the people that they were 
not content to drink uf the clear waters 
but they must muddy t hem with their 
feet for others who wished to drink. 
That isn' t just the wording of the book 
but it is the sum a nd substance of it all." 

As they drove on they found other 
groves in the same condition though it 
was early in the season and finally they 
were forced to cat by t he dusty roadside 
'vi \;h an irate farmer watching to see 
that they cleaned up every bit of refuse 
before leaving. It was an object lesson 
t hose young folks will never forget. The 
careless young people who were the first 
otrei:ders probably will never pass that 
par~1cular spot again, but t hey have 
spoiled the grove for every picnic party 
for an ent ire season, a nd perhaps for al­
ways, for farmer s are beginning not only 
to close t he gates against picnic parties but 
t? enforce the rule of keeping out by put­
ting a cross dog or bull in the grove. 
" They call themselves Christians but 
they act like heathens,' ' said one angry 
fa rmer about a Sunday school class that 
had car elessly littered his pretty pasture 
field. 

0 young folks, can you afford to muddy 
t he waters for others who come after you 
'~hen you have enjoyed the clear spark­
lmg stream? It is well worth thinking 
of, particularly when you go out for a 
good time in the name of some church 
org anization. 

Memory and the Brain 
Elderly people usually remember 

events that transpired fifty years ago 
far better t han those that may have hap­
pei:ed within the past decade. Conver­
sations, dates, political meetings, social 
gatherings, and such things that hap­
pened in their youth can be related with 
ease, while nothing can be remembered 
about similar events that happened years 
later. 

It t akes little to make a lasting im­
pression upon t he youthful brain, but 
unless the adult bra in has been con­
stantly forced to r etain its power of re­
t ention by careful study it seems to de­
!igh~ in allowing things to pass through 
it without leaving the "memory crease." 

Those who learn young should remem­
ber t his. Learn your Bible verses now, 
if you wish to r ecite them with surety 
fifty years hence. Allow your youthful 
brains to store up pleasures for your 
old age-for in a few years the brain 
will not so willingly obey your demands. 

Ve rse s for A bsent Member s of 
Sunday Sch ool Classes 

FOR ONE WHO Is OFTEN ABSENT. 

W '! send this card that 1ve rnay show 
W e miss yo-u and we need you so, 
Then please don't let a Sunday pass 
Without your presence in this class. 

FOR ONE RARELY ABSENT 

We missed you last Sunday and think 
there must be 

A very good reason why we did not S!'e 
Your b?'ight shining face; and you1· voice 

did not hear, 
So vlease come next Sunday and bring 

us good cheer. 

FOR A SICK MEMBER 

Too bad yoit were sick and co?.tld not 
attencl 

The Fidelis Class, a.nd we missed you, 
dl!ar friend; 

So please hurry UJJ and get well, and 
come back, 

For when you are absent there's some­
thing we lack. 

SOLICITING NEW MEMBERS. YOUNG MEN'S 
CLASS 

W e want some choice, hand-picked young 
men 

To join our class and help us: then 
You wt?ll can see why we pick you 
To be a member good and true; 
Then come and fain this jolly band,­
The class that gives the friendly hand. 

-Organized Class Magazine. 

A Swarm of B's 
B-Regular at Church: it energizes 

your spiritual life. 
B-a subsC?-iber: it helps you create 

moral fibre for the community. 
B-Punctual : it enables the pastor to 

begin the service in a spirit of confi­
dence and encouragement. 

B- Worshipful: as you participate in 
the service, you increase your own pleas­
ure. 

B-Friendly: move along in your pew 
for t he stranger. 

B-Generoii.s and Just: charity for 
t he poor and unfortunate radiates from 
God's house. 

B-lnsp-iring: the sermon but reflect 
the audience. 

B- Sociable : that makes a warm at­
mosphere. 

B-Optimlistic: that means a contag­
ious h ealthfulness, happiness, hopeful­
ness. 

B-Easy: watch the speaker, rather 
than your watch. 

B-Kindly_: faults and failings a re 
often only vn'tues on the wrong track. 

B-L01Jal to the Pas to1·: he can be no 
g~·eater success than ~e people will let 
him. -The Rev. Fmley G. Gibson. 
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The Glass Window 
A Story of t h e Quare ' Women 

By LUCY FURMAN 
(Copyrighted) 

(Cont inuation) 

VIII 

THE FOOT-LOG 

The morning af ter Christmas, as 
Christine mounted the roug h steps t o the 
foot-log on Uncle E phraim's side, she 
saw Giles Darcy, and Ronny Kent all 
riding swiftly toward town a long the 
road opposite. Two hours later, Uncle 
Ephraim stopped by the women's cot­
tage with the news t hat Ronny and t he 
other eight boys who had shot-up the 
town the day before were now lodged in 
jail. 

" Giles he went to see all the boys' 
paws last night and told 'em them boys 
ought to punish , atter breaking t he prom­
ise of peace to you women a nd throwing 
contempt on the county and t hat he had 
already swore out a warrant again' Ron­
ny and would they do the same for their 
boys? Which each a nd every agreed to; 
and t his morning Darcy he arrested 'em, 
and now all the nine ar e up in j ail. 

" Some," continued the old man, "al­
low Giles is too resolute; t hat the boys 
have been doing so good a ll fall hit's nay­
chul for 'em to bust loose a leetle at 
Christmas. But the way I look at hit, 
the quicker a body p unishes for wrong­
doing, the quicker they larn not to do 
wrong no more. T hat's why I never spore 
the rod in r ais ing my offsprings. Of 
course Giles is hurted a sight wu sser 
than Ronney, having fotched him up 
from a babe like he has. He's so out of 
heart he allows he'll start back to col­
lege soon as he eats dinner. I'm sorry 
for him to have his Christmas sp'iled 
this way. The Scripter says hit is good 
for a man to bear t he yoke in his youth ; 
and if so, t he Lord must intend a sight 
of good to Giles, for he laid t he yoke on 
him heavy from the beginning, 'pear ed 
like, and hain't never seed fitten to lift 
hit yet. I allow by now his shoulders is 
so broke to hit t hey would miss the heft 
if hit was gone." 

That day all the school women were 
invited to dinner with Ida Kent, Giles's 
sister, who had been with t hem during 
the fall but had left in November to 
marry a young Forks man, with whom 
Giles was now staying. Somebody had 
to remain with the cottage and tend 
library in the afternoon, and Christine, 
being the youngest, had already volun­
teered for this. It meant she would not 
see Giles again, which she regretted, as 
she was very anxious to know the result 
of his visit to Phebe Rideout. 

About one, however, when she had 
eaten her lonely meal and was dusting 
some of the bookshelves, there was a 
knock at the door, and Giles stood there 
in t he snow. "I stopped by to say fare­
well, and to tell you about Phebe," he 
said. 

She made him come in to the fire. 

" I told her that fresh air was the only 
hope for Lowizy, 'vith her disease ; that 
I had heard a great deal about i t down 
in t he level land, and knew you were 
right in what you said to her ; and that 
she ought to let her have it ." 

"And she listened to you, of course?" 
cr ied Christine, eagerly. 

"She listened," replied Giles, slowly 
" but t hat was all. She would n't for ~ 
minute agree to let her have it. I thought 
she confidenced me some, but not in this ,, 
He spoke with deep sadness. · 
" Christin~'s ~~art con.tr acted sharply. 

H ow ter rible . she said. "How cr uel 
t hat Phebe should be her mother and 
have t his power!. I thought she ~vould 
surely hear you; 1t was my last hope fo 
Lowizy,-for this win.ter I mean,-if sh~ 
could only be ke?t a hve until next sum­
mer, when our btg house is built and we 
can take her down here, t hen I know sh 
could be saved. But meantime cough· e 
h l.f · h ' mg er 1 e way m t at steaming room th t 
p~isoned .atmosphere, with most of t~e 
wmter? still before. her-Oh, what shall 
we ~o . What. possible hope is there?" 

Giles was silent for a while . the h 
1. d fi 1 "Th · ' n e rep 1e , r m y, ere 1s God- there · 

prayer." is 
Christine's hands clasped tight d 

leaning a little forward, looked at ~~ 
with tragic eyes. im 

"God-prayer ," she repeated in 1 
"Oh "f I ' ow tones. , 1 you cou d know how futile 

such talk sounds to .me now ! To speak 
of God and prayer tn a universe wh 

· t h" b t ere there is no mg u r uthless inexorabJ 
natural law, \vith a F irst Ca~se-if there~ 
~ver was one-so re~ote, problematic 
impersonal, as to be qmte beyond hu ' . . . h 1 man 
1magmmg, muc ess reach-Oh h 
foolish, how childish it seems!" ' ow 

Giles sat in a mazed silence and Ch · 
· t l" f ' ris-tme, s rugg mg or calm, contin d. 

"D" · t 1 h ue isease 1s a na ura p enomenon · 
must take its cour se, unless combat~dabd 
proper natural means. Without P Y 

L . roper 
treatment owizy must certainly d" 
this tuberculos is . Prayer will be ie of 

worse than thrown away. What is the 
pray to? Oh, I know how shocked~e to 
probabl.Y feel. at what I am sayin You 
who still belt eve ;-and in a way gi You 
shocked, myself. A few years ag I am 
believed in God and prayer , as r h~d b too 
brought up to. I read my Bible wa een 
firmed in the c~u:ch, was ;,hats con­
might call a rehgtous girl and lou 
earnest about it. Then I we~t to 

11
ead 

and studied biology and other ncot ege 
sciences, and found out the en~ Ural 
long and painful process of t he d ejsly 
ment of all life, human as well as ev~ Op­
and plant, from the lowest form annnaJ 
that there has never been any Crs, :nd 
in the Bible sense, but that we ea ion 
atoms in the gra&p of blind f::e. an 
specks on the huge and merciless ahty, 
called Life; that those stories in G Whc~J 
were only the attempts of primi·t· enes1s 

tve and 
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childish men to explain th~i r existence; 
that what I had rever enced as the \Vorrl 
of God was mer~ly a ch an ce (!<J llection of 
writings by many men of many t imes ; 
all ignorant of natural law a nd credu­
!ous of every mar vel; that the relig ion 
m which I had t rusted, t he Bible in which 
I had believed, were built on fables, and 
there was really nothing sur e, nothing to 
look forward to!" 

"But the Word t hat was mac.le flesh, 
and d\".elt among us?" questioned Giles, 
after a whill!. 
. "<:>h, a magnificent personality, t ragic 
~n its love, glor ious in its impossible 
ideals, but passing out at the end into 
the darkness that must engulf us all; a nd 
later misrepresented by ignorant follow­
ers, who surrounded it w ith myth a nd 
legend." 
. She dropped her h ead, gazing sadly 
mto the fi re. 

Rais ing it af ter a moment, she said 
more calmly, "I had to follow the t rut h, 
w~erever it led me. I had to be honest 
\~tth myself, even if i t darkened t he whole 
~fe for me-as it has cer tainly done. 
'or I know now there is nothing to seek 
~ter, nothin.g to hope for after t his life, 
t e only thing left being to help one 
a~other while we ar e her e. You agr ee 
tth me, don't you, that it was my duty 

0 f?llow the truth at all costs?" 
Giles bowed his head. " T he truth," he 

quoted " h 11 · h s 
0 

' s a make y;ou free." T hen e 
t P ke very slowly, with Jong pauses be­
t~ee~,,sentences, weighing his wor ds. " I 
. in ' he said, "that you have looked at 
Ju~t one side of t he t ru th. Even natur a l 
science is · · t t 
fields 1~ 1 s bar e beginnings; gre~ 

. r emam to be opened up t here is 
:!~1r aft~r veil to be lifted. It i~ n't .as if 
sa ~~hing was discovered-known. W hy 
th!y ci3~ men of old spoke falsely when 
that aimed a knowledge, an experience 
tr You have n 't had? Why not r ather 
te~ti~ n:iake Proof of their exper ience by 
it g it out in your own? See whether 

Works- th · · h Id that at is the rea l test. I o 
liev a. man should n't be exp ected to be­
unt~ ~n ~ther men 's experience of God 

" Th e as had one of his own . 
our t.at, as I see i t, is t he gr eat need of 
ings ime ; ~o seek, with patient listen­
the t~n\ mighty wrestlings, if need be, 
cient r::c - the contact--that those an­
experie en knew; to w in a knowledge, a n 
men h nee, Which we cannot doubt. Most 
less' su owever , pass t heir days in car e­
the co~fa~e living, content to have Jost 
least sc.iousness of God- content , at 
or a~ ui:iti1 overtaken by some cala mity 
help. gM~h ~or which t here is no v isible 
sufferin rci~ully, though, such t imes of 
sooner g, Wtth t heir revelations, co~e 
the hu::ir later into near ly a ll lives; it is 
ably to an lot. But you-you a re prob­
tered ao [.0 ung and have lived too shel­
touched ife for a ny of t hem to have 

You." 
"I 

usuau~uhpose my life h as been an un,: 
admitt d appy and care-free one so far, 
has b e Christine. "My deepest sorrow 
have ~en the doubts and negations that 
Past th enurnbed my inward life for the 

"S ree or four years." 
. 0 rne da ,, · d his voice held Y, continued Gites, an 

notes of regretful sadness, as 
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well as of solemn prophecy, "some day 
you will come to a place in your life of 
cr uel sorrow, g reat danger, or utter deso­
lation-to t he yery edge of things, where 
there is no human help. And in that 
hour when familiar things vanish, and 
the solid g round falls away beneath your 
feet, you will call and be answered; you 
will know for yourself and not by hear­
say; you 'vill understand what men of 
old tried haltingly to tell of their own 
untellable experience." 

Qhristine looked at Giles searchingly 
- r a ther piteously. "You ar e only a 
few years older than I," she said. "How 
is it you have lear ned so much more? 
Was i t because, as Uncle Ephraim says, 
you bor e the yoke in your youth?" 

Giles smiled gently. "I bore no yoke," 
he said. " It is true I was poor and in 
t r ouble from my youth up, and came 
early to places where I did n't know 
what to do or which way to turn. But 
Another bor e t he yoke for me. I learned 
early to cast my cares on Him. Always 
I knew ther e was One who cared, who 
watched, who guided me as I walked 
through the wilderness of this world." 

" Was n't it just because you had been 
taught this?" 

"I was taught it--yes," he r eplied. 
" We had t wo books in our house, given 
to my mother by her brother, a school­
teacher, who had also taught her to read 
a little. She brought us up on those 
books : t he Bible and Pilgrim's P1·ogess . 
But I learned still more by living, by 
pr oving things out in my daily life. In 
my s imple fa ith as a child, you see, I 
saw no r eason why God should n't speak 
to me as he did to young Samuel, or to 
Abraha m, or to Moses ; and from baby­
hood, a lmost , I listened for his voice. 
And often, in the stillness of the night, 
wit h my little brothers sleeping beside 
me or in the mornings at work in the 
kit~hen or fields, or in a free hour, may­
be, on the ridge-tops, I heard it. He 
spoke to me, and my heart answered­
oh many many times. And not only 
when I ~as young-i~ has always been 
t r ue. Always, everywhere, I hear a 
Voice, saying, 'This is the way; walk ye 
in it.' 'I am thy shield and they exceed­
ing great r eward.' " 

Christine's eyes searched the face of 
Giles curiously, intently. But is was 
quiet'. cont rolled, b~autiful. There w~s 
in it none of the wildness of the fanatic. 

"I was simple-minded ~nough, ~oo," he 
cont inued, "to believe His promise that 
H e knew a nd would fu!fill my needs. 
From t he beginning I lat~ them before 
Him in perfect trust. So did my mother . 
And He never once failed us. I could 
tell you of many things, bu~ will tell 
j ust one or · two. Take the wmter after 
my father was kille~: my mother ~ad 
fallen· off a cliff while we were hoemg 
corn in the early summer and h.urt her 
back so that she could never agam leave 
her bed. We had our ho~e an~ land ~nd 
what we could raise on it, and noth.mg 
else, and I , the oldest, was only nine. 
Because we had a good house and a large 
boundary of land, and be'?lluse my mo~her 
was always proud and .silent, the nE~1gh­
bors and kin knew notbmg of our phght. 

We children had done the best we could 
with the crop, tending and gathering it, 
but it had been very poor, and beside 
ourselves ther e were the cow and the 
pair of steers used in the farm work, to 
feed; our hogs and chickens had alr eady 
been t raded away for things we needed. 
Our pile of corn in the crib got lower 
and lower. One day in late January, 
when I was starting to mill with our 
turn of corn over my shoulder, I said to 
my mother, 'Maw, there's just one more 
week's feed for us and the property.' 
'Don't breathe it to a soul, son,' she said. 
' I am praying. T he Lord will provide.' 
A week passed. I prayed, too. F r iday 
came around again. I fed out the last 
nubbins to the cow and steers, and mixed 
the last measure· of meal for our break­
fast. Then for the first time my faith, 
which had never been so far tested be­
fore, began to waver. T here was nothing 
to cook for dinner. About nine o'clock a 
wagon turned into our big gate. It was 
Grandsir' Kent. 'Giles,' he said, 'it came 
strong into my mind this morning to 
fetch up a load of corn. I allow you 
don't need it yet, neither, but hit won't 
come amiss later.' When he saw our 
empty crib he was shocked and amazed. 
'It was the Lord's voice speaking to me,' 
he said. We never afterwards lacked 
for bread. 

"That same winter, which was a long, 
har d one with much snow I did n't have 
time or strength to dig the coal we 
needed. There it was a-plenty, up in the 
bank, but digging and hauling were too 
much for me; l had to fall back on the 
dead .limbs we boys dragged down from 
the timber. I kept it from my mother 
as well as I could, and prayed about it 
alone. One ver y cold morning, when I 
was out chopping the dead limbs, David 
Rideout came down the branch and said, 
' I woke in the night, Giles, thinking 
about that fine coal-bank of yourn, and 
you and Lafe such little chaps, maybe 
not equal to digging it; and it was laid 
on me to come down today and dig for 
you.' And he dug ·all that week, till 
there was a pile that would last us the 
winter. 

"This made a deep impression on me, 
because it was entirely in answer to my 
own prayers. In the years that fol­
lowed there were scores of things like 
these, and still more wonderful ones in 
other ways. For instance, in the night, 
when she thought we were asleep, I 
would hoa<r my mother calling upon God 
for the gifts she lacked by nature-for 
trust instead of r ebellion for patience 
instead of chafing and fretting under her 
pain and helplessness. And I saw t hose 
Pt·ayers answered; I saw her whole na­
ture changed, saw her become quiet, gen­
tle, unmurmuring, and at last pass con­
sciously into the joy of her Lord. 

"Oh, no-the words of the Bible are 
not idle tales ;-they have come up from 
the deeps of human experience and are 
eternally true. And its promises, they 
a re true, too. They work. We have but 
to test theIJI to be convinced." 

He ceased speaking for a moment, gaz­
ing earnestly into the fire. Then he said 
in a low voice, as if to himself, "Yes, t hey 
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work even when there seems no hope of 
it; with God all things are possible. The 
p rayer of my heart now for Ronny, my 
brother-it seems so fa r from fulfillment 
- there is everything against it-and 
yet I know it will be answered." 

He r ose, folded the woollen comfor ter 
about his neck, and turned up his coat­
collar-his sole preparation for the long, 
cold walk of a day and a half across the 
mountains. 

"I've been wanting to tell you how 
distressed I am about Ronny," said 
Christine, "also how r ight I think you 
are in what you have done." 

"It was hard," said Giles, "and he 
hates me-hates me for it; he told me 
he did. But all our blood who have tam­
pered with drink have been destroyed by 
it. I want him to find out ear ly the wages 
of sin." 

Christine followed him to the door . 
"You-you ,vill pray for Lowizy, then ; 
that her life may be spared through this 
one more winter?" she said, half eagerly, 
half ashamed. 

" I will pray," he promised, taking her 
hand. "And you-you too will make the 
venture of faith? Go out to seek? not 
wait for your hour of desperate need, 
though that will come to you-must cer­
tainly come to all flesh. Yes, it will 
come to you," he repeated, looking down 
upon her with yearning, protective pity, 
"it will come and no man can help! But 
when it does,'' he raised his hand above 
his head, and spoke ever y word with in­
tense and solemn earnestness, "then the 
Lord bless thee and keep thee; the Lord 
make his face to shine upon thee; the 
Lord lift his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace!" 

With these parting words of the beau­
tiful old benediction, he was gone, and 
Christine returned to the fire 'vith eyes 
which in spite of her, welled over with 
tears,' and lips which t r embled uncon­
trollably. 

That night, in her room at Uncle Eph­
raim's Christine examined with greater 
care t

1

he shelf of books Giles had left 
there when he went off to law school. 
There were a number of high-school 
books, a few ~ood histories, Lives of 
Washington, Lincoln, Webster, Clay, a 
Targe volume of Shakespeare and one of 
Milton. At one end, wr apped carefully 
in paper, were two books she had not 
before noticed, a small, much worn Pil­
grim's Progress,-its first words being 
some she had hea r d Giles use that after­
noon, "As I walked through the 'vilder ­
ness of this world,"-and a larger Bible, 
with records in a spr awling hand of mar­
riage, births, and deaths-evidently 
that of Giles's mother. 

These two, then, were the books that 
had fed Giles's inner life as a child. She 
r eflected that they were also the books 
t hat had nourished the souls of her P il­
grim forefathers and t he other early 
settlers of America, and strengthened 
them to found the greatest nation on 
earth. 

Sarah Kent's Bible opened of itself a t 
a heavily marked place in Isaiah: 

"Fear not, for I have redeemed thee .. 
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thou art mine. When thou passest 
t hrough t he waters, I will be with t hee ; 
and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee ; when thou walkest through 
the fire thou shalt not be burned neither 
shall the flame kindle upon thee.:' 

Also a nother much-used place the 
Ninety-first P salm:- ' 

"He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty. I will say of 
the Lord, He is my refuge and my for­
tress : my God; in him will I trust. Surely 
he shall deliver thee from the sna re of 
the fowler, and from the noisome pesti­
lence. He shall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings shalt thou 
t:ust. . . . A thousand shall fall at thy 
side,. and ten t housand at t hy right hand; 
but it shall not come nigh thee." 

What incomparable words, \Vhat un­
paralleled promises! And Giles had de­
clared that, in his own experience, t hey 
were true. 

For several years Christine had read 
the words of t he Bible only from the 
s tandpoint of t he higher criticism. Now 
she saw them from another side that of 
huma n experience. Sarah Ke'nt's old 
Bible in her hand she sank into a chair 
reading eagerly, ~arnestly. ' 

The following Friday nig ht came two 
letters for Christine. One was a hurried 
note from Susanna, and r ead as follows : 

No .bad luck on trip. Roberta behaved 
bea? tifully all t he way to railroad. I 
a rrived at five o'clock, and t he wedding 
was to ~e at eight-thirty. Robert met me 
at station, looking so well-kept, well­
dressed, and immaculate that it almost 
took n:1Y br eath. I was wearing that old 
last-winter's brown suit and velvet ha t I 
have been knocking around in all fall 
and h'.1d finished by bringing to t he rail ~ 
road tn a poke and sitting on most of 
the way! And my shoes were just one 
scuff! Robert was far too well bred to 
say anything, but knowing how fastidious 
~~d proper and conventional he is-the 

ind of Robert nobody ever calls Bob-I 
had some idea what he was feeling. 

Three hours later as in yellow satin 
and t he family p ea;ls :i: led the proces­
sion of bridesmaids u~ the aisle of our 
beautiful old church, I wondered if I 
could possibly be t he same girl and this 
the same world. Also--why ~hat used 
to be to me so natural and desirable 
now seemed alien. 

One thing you will rejoice over. At 
~e reception afterward I tackled Mr. 
. oone Beverly, a rich turf man and pa­

;1ent of Robert's. for a nurse's salar y 
or our work, telling him of t he typhoid, 
~ore eyes, and so forth, and he promised 
it fo1· two years. Glory! 

A number of the men spoke to me 
about Robert and his brilliant fut ure. I 
noticed that the women were not behind 

does seem ancient to them; I know it 
used to to me ! 

I went dow~ next morning and got a 
fine lot .of Chnstmas things for Cory and 
her ch1ldren,-pretty clothes for Cory 
her:elf,-bou~d to make her f eel young 
agam. They II get there for Old Christ­
mas, maybe. 

. The se.cond was a quaint note from 
G1.les , mailed at t he railroad on his return 
t rip. 

HONORED F RIEND, 

I forgot when leaving to ask you, if 
not t:oo great a trouble, to write me about 
Low1zy from time to time as you see her 
I wish to know of her state and to b~ 
told . if she wor~ens, though I ' do not look 
for it. For th is, and for other things I 
a~ trusting in Him who has never ;et 
failed me. 

Your obed't servant 
GILES KE~T. 

(To be continued) 

No Flowers for the Living 
JUANITA BITTER 

"No flo wers for t he living!" 
The poets oft have said; 
"They'll never sing your praises 
No, not until you're dead!" ' 

Your life has been a broad one 
A bright and happy plan ' 
To make f olks ' cares seem lighter, 
To love the other man. 

You la ughed and men laughed with you· 
You comforted the sad. ' 
They came to you in trouble 
And then you made them glad. 

Yes-always in the night -tide 
You walked the narrow lane, 
To linger at some bedside 
'Ti! all was well again-

Und t hus through life's great battle 
You played a valiant pa rt 
A nd gave a world of brightness 
To every hungry heart. 

Oft times t hey did not thank you 
And went upon their way- ' 
While you just kept on helping 
To drive t heir cares away. 

But in life's eve you wondered 
With something like regret, ' 
If you were really worthwhile,­
If men would soon forget. 

Now don't you won-y, laddie 
Things have been always so~ 
Folks never feel your value 
Until you've got to go. 

But then-Oh, how they miss your 
And wish t hey had you still · 
For you have left a chasm ' 
Which none can ever fiill. 

in their admiration; every time he got 
a.way from me he was surrounded by a 
circle of admiring debs. Once, when I 
went up to him suddenly to ask about 
something, three of those little wretches 
curtsied to me as if I bad been t heir 
grandmother! I suppose twenty-four 

They'll come to pay you homage­
(As poets oft have said) 
"No flowers for the living, 
But many for t he dead!" 
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Program of the Central Confer­
ence, Peoria, Ill., Aug. 23-28, 

1927 
Sunday, A?igust 21 

Morning : Sunday school. Adress, H. 
~· hDonner. German Sermon, F. Fried­
r1c . 

Afternoon : Rev. Janzen, J. Pankratz, 
G. Waldvogel, speakers. 

I
. Eh veDning: Anniversary Sermon, Eng-
1s · . Hamel. 

Tuesday, A ugust 23 
7.3o P. M.: Opening service. 

W. P. Rueckheim. 

Wednesday, August 2 .1 

Sermon 

Morning· De t• 1 . · vo 1ona service on t his 

h
an.d other mornings by W. p Rueck-

e1m O · · · f L · rgamzat1on-Election-Reading 
~ etters. 11.30-12: Address: Prof. F. 
A~t Meyer and on succeeding days. 

retar ernoon : Report of Missionary Sec­
• Y a nd Co?ference Treasurer .-Dis­

cAudsds10n.-Elect1on of missiona ry officer s 
ress · "D th · · i th E. 0 e changing conditions 

;h . et.' ast demand a restatement of our 
. r1~ ian message and change in our 

m1ss1onary efforts?" M. . 
Kampfer. Add res~. "~~~onaMr:( ~eorge 
Chara t f C · 1ss1onary c er o · hristianity" H S t 

Evening 7 30. G ' · wy er. 
B d . . e1man Sermon C J 

en er. English J H A b ' · · • · · ns erg. 
Thursday, August 25 

Morning: Conference B . 
of Representatives of ~~~nes:: Report 
Publication Society Add ~a .. 1on and 
n . t• . ress . Our De 

omma ronal Program" A p M"h . -
H. P. Donner. ' · · 1 m and 

. Aft.ernoon: Report of Benevolent I 
stitutions. Address· "A . k . n­
vival ?" H c B · wa emng or Re-

. · · aum. Address· "R · 
n;tents for a Religious Awak ·. .~qu1re­
Krueger. · enmg, 0 . E. 

ChEvening: J ubilee Celebr ation of p . 
urch. Own program. eor1a 

Friday, August 26 
Morning · c f cu . . on erence Business n· ssion on Denom· t· · 1s-

dress : " Is Pro tna 10i:ia1 Program. Ad­
ing?" p K . testantJsm Disintegrat-

. . aiser. Address. "E . 
a nd Who is Responsible?". vangehsm 

Afternoon . M f J. Leypoldt. 
League of th C ee mg of the Women's 
gram. e onference. Special pro-

Evening · Meeti 
pie's and s~ ng of the Young Peo-
Special prog~~~ School Workers' Union. 

Saturday, August 27 
Morning. Co f 

mittee Rep~rt n erence Business. Com-
Status of Pr~h·b~?dre~s : "The present 
Zoschke. Add .1 .1 '.0~, m America," P. 
offer a final 1 e~s · Does Christianity 
lems?" P. C s~ution of our World prob-

No afte · · Menard. 
rnoon or evening meeting. 

Sunday, A ugust 28 
Forenoon · D t · poldt. . oc rmal Sermon, J. Ley-

P . ~~~~~on : Meeting of the S. s. & Y. 

E vening · E 1. . 
Donner G . vange istic Meeting. H. P. 
English. erman. Prof. F. W. C. Mey.er, 

August 1, 1927 

The Ordination of Rev. F. W. 
Erion 

On June 27, 1927, the representatives 
of 10 German and American .Baptist 
churches met in the North Avenue Bap­
tist Church of Milwaukee, Wis., to con­
sider the ordination of our Bro. F. W. 
Erion, a member of the North A~enue 
Church and a g raduate of our Semmary 
in Rochester, N. Y. The Rev. Rollo C. 
Speer, pastor of t he Tabernac~e Baptist 
Church, presided in the council and the 
Rev. Geo. B. Davies acted as clerk. 

The candidate for ordination was pre­
sented to the council by his pastor, Rev. 
L. B. Holzer, in words bespeaking the 
love and the respect in which the candi­
date was held alike by the pastor and his 
church. 

Bro. Erion then told the council how 
family fife and church l.ife ali~e in­
fluenced him to accept Chnst as his Sa­
vior, and dedfoate his life unto God. It 
was a story that touched t he heart of 
the council deeply and gave every one 
new inspiration to emphasize ~he spir it­
ual side of religion. After this he gave 
us a survey of his religious convictions 
\vith regard to the fundamentals of t he 
Christia n religion. As was natural, many 
questions were asked, but our brother 
showed, that by all independence from 
the thinking that other men have done 
along the Jines of Christian doctrine his 
aim was, to be found within the pale of 
the Scriptures and the truth as it is in 
Jesus. So it was natural that the council 
t ransmitted to the North Avenue Church 
a unanimous recommendation to proceed 
with the or dination . 
. This took place in the evening of the 

above given date. Rev. 0. R. Hauser 
preached the ordin~tion. ser m?n, and he 
did it, as is usual with him, wit~ all t hat 
is in him. His text he f~und m 1 Cor. 
16 :9, and the points he tn~d to engrave 
with powerful language m~o all our 
hear ts ·were, that by evangelism, by re­
ligious educa tion and by a wholehearted 
endeavor to translate the Spirit of Christ 
into the life we have before us, we must 
seek to complete the work tha~ J esus 
Christ began. Bro. Hauser had Just r e­
turned from Nashville, Tenn., whe1:e he 
had the privilege to attend the national 
convent ion of t he young people of the 
Southern colored Baptists and a lso h.ad 
had the privilege to a~dress t.hem twice 
in their massmeetings m p~bhc address. 
And how they cheered ~1m who had 
proven the friend of .their race on so 
many occasions! M~lwaukee negroes 
know something about it. 

After Mr. Hauser's address, the Rev. 
MacMullen gave the char~e to the can­
didate and the Rev. F arnnger e.'Ct~nd~d 
to him the right hand of. f.ellowsh1p m 
behalf of the Chr istian ministry. ,Then 
t he Rev. R. c. Speer, once a student un-

d Wn P rof Dr. Walter _ Rauschen-
er our o · .f 

b h 1 d us in a beauti ul way to the 
usc ' e k d God' · h t throne of God and as. e s r1c es 

bl 
· pon Bro Erion, who knelt be-

essmgs u · h. 
fore us. And even totet 1sto mon:iett we 
know of nothing bet r w1s 1 our 
brother, than that God may make t hat 
prayer of our brother come true. 

Bro. Erion has acce·pted a oall to the 
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Group from Indianapolis B. Y. P . U. which presented pageant C1f " Ruth" 

Baptist church of Wausau, Wis. He 
goes to this field <accompanied 'vith pray­
ers and the best wishes of his home 
church, his pastor and his many friends. 
May his efforts and t he efforts of his 
beloved wife, who also was a member of 
his home church, be crowned richly by 
our heavenly Father as t hey seek to fur­
ther the cause of Jesus Christ! 

EMIL MUELLER. 

. Report of the D . C. I. Union 
Perhaps very few r eaders of "The 

Baptist Her ald" have ever heard of the 
D. C. I. Union, much less know what it 
is, or know what it stands for. The Day­
ton, Cincinnati, Indianapolis Union has 
been in existence for about four years. 
The purpose of this Union is to promote 
a feeling of fellowship and co-operation 
between the German Baptist young peo­
ple's societies of the above cities. The 
ynion has so far been very successful in 
its .purpose, and we may well be proud 
of 1t. The Union has its meetings semi­
annually, each church taking its turn in 
being hosts of the other two churches. 
These meet ings are held over Memorial 
Day and over Labor Day. The spring 
meeting is a more or less social event 
and the fall meeting is an inspirational 
and spi ritual session. We feel that t his 
Union is very necessary and beneficial to 
us because our various churches are so 
isolated from the other churches of our 
denomination. 

This spring the Indianapolis society 
had the p rivilege of entertaining the 
Dayton and Cincinnati societies. The 
delegates arrived on Saturday, May 28, 
a round six o'clock. After they had regis­
tered a meal was served in the parson­
age. Since the delegates had traveled 
quite a ways it is unnecessary to state 
that everybody enjoyed the meal very 
much. 

At 8 o'clock a pageant was given by 
the Indianapolis B. Y. P . U. The pa­
geant pol\trayed the wonderful book of 
Ruth. It was carried out quite success­
fully and was enjoyed by everyone. After 
the pageant the guests were assigned to 
their place of lodging. 

On Sunday morning at 9.30, the regu-

Jar German service was held. Rev. W . 
Kuhn, who honored us \vith his presence 
on Sunday, spoke on the teJ>..i:, "They 
have taken my Lord and I know not 
where to find him." It certainly was a 
wonderful sermon and all those present 
at th is meeting received a great blessing. 
At 11 A. M. Sunday school was held. At 
this time Bro. Schmitt of Cincinnati, Bro. 
Tapper of Dayton and Bro. Hoffman of 
Indianapolis, who are the superinten­
dents of their r espective churches, gave 
short talks. During the afternoon most 
of the folks got together and had a little 
parade through town to sec the many 
points of interest in Indianapolis. At 6 
o'clock a banquet was served in the 
church. After the banquet, a short 
talk was given by Mr. Rudolph 
Schmitt, president of the D. C. I. 
Union. The president of the local B. Y. 
P . U. then made a few remarks. NeJ>..i: 
we were entertained by a stunt from the 
Dayton society. 

At the evening session we had the 
great privilege of listening to a violin 
concert by Mr. Stanley Ernst of De­
troit, who was accompanied by his 
cousin, Melvin Seidler. We are greatly 
indebted to these young men for the won­
derful offerings they gave us. After the 
concert Rev. Kuhn read to us a few chap­
ters of his new story, "Finding the Gol­
den Key." This concluded our Sunday 
sessions. 

Monday was picnic day. The picnic 
was held in Garfiel~ park which is per­
haps the most beautiful park in Indiana. 
The Indianapolis men are sorry to an­
nounce that the Dayton men beat them 
in a game of baseball; however the In­
dianapolis girls saved the day b; beating 
the Dayton girls. 

At noon a picnic lunch was served. 
After ~ f~w so~gs by the combined Day­
ton, Cmcmnati and Indianapolis Miin­
nerchors, the Dayton delegates left for 
home to avoid the race crowds. At about 
5 ~'clock the Cincinnnati folks left for 
thell" homes. 

It seems that everyone h ad a wonder­
ful time and we are all looking forward 
to our fall meeting. 

G ORDON J. BRENNER. 

1 
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Baptist Leaders 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
Prince of Prea chers 

A. P. M IHM 

Great preachers, as some one has r e­
marked, are rar er t han gr eat poets a nd 
painter s or philosophers The r eason for 
this may be found in t he fact that in 
order to excell in t heir voca tion they 
must not only be endowed as excep­
tionally a s t hese exceptional men , but in 
addition must possess a sensitive con­
science, moral insight , pr ofoun d spirit ­
uality and eminent skill in organizing 
work and practical leader ship. 

The names of such marvelous men are 
not numerous. Her e and t here in one 
country or another we find a few and 
only a few. Now it is a Chrysos tom 
among the Gr eeks, a Ter tullian among 
the Latins, a F enelon among th e French 
Catholics, a Luther among t he Germa ns, 
a Hooker among t he English churchmen, 
a Beecher among t he American Protes­
tants. 

A Lustrous Name 

Among t he names as lust rous a s t he 
brightest and yet shining wit h a r a­
diance all its own, g leams that of Cha rles 
Haddon Spurgeon. He has been called 
the Last of the Purita ns,- the greatest 
of modern Puritan preachers. Men of 
judgment a nd discrimination have called 
him the greatest preacher of t he 19th 
century,-perhaps of any century since 
the a postles. Of Spurgeon as a preach­
er, it may be said, he approached near er 
to Bunyan t han a ny ot her in t he qual­
ity of his imagination ; to Wesley in t he 
t horoughness of his pract ical endeavors ; 
he rivaled Hooker in the mastery of 
Saxon speech a nd Henry Ward Beecher 
in hia 'poetic temperament a nd Sha ke-

spearean acqua intance with t he varying 
moods of the human soul. 

Ancestry and Birth 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was born 
at Kelvedon, E ssex, June 19, 1834. He 
was descended from Dutch r efugees who 
fled to England in the 16th century to 
escape the per secutions of t he Duke of 
Alba, when he was trying to exterminate 
the Protestants in Holland. From their 
coming to England to the present time 
t he Spurgeons were non-conformists and 
in t he time of Bunyan one Job Spurgeon 
was imprisoned like the Bedford preacher 
because he was faithful to his convic­
tions. Spurgeon's father and grand­
father were Congregational pastors (ln­
dep:nden~), men esteemed and respect­
ed m their day and generation. The 
grandfather :vas a man of fa ith and 
prayer. HaVlng a large family and a 
smal~ income, h~ was often put to it to 
provide for their wants. One day th 
only co:v died and his wife, of less ro~ 
bust faith , mourned greatly. "Jame " 
said she, "how will God provide for t~ 
dear children? What shall we do f e 

·11 ?" "M th " l' or m1 '. o er , r ep 1ed he "God h 
said that he will provide and I belie!! 
he could send us fi f ty cows if h 
pleased." That very day a comm'tte e 
distributing money to poor minister~ b e 
thought them of Mr. Spurgeon and s e~ 
him £20. When the letter accompan ~n 
h' ying 

t 1s shum w
1
as opd~n~Nd by his wife, the 

preac er on y sa1 . ow can't you trust 
God about an old cow?" Coming from 
such s tock as this, what wonder if th 
great preacher from youth up believ ~ 
that God answer s prayer? e 

· Childhood Incidents 
Cha rles spent t he first six years f 

his life with t his grandfather 1·n St 0 

b h . . am­
ourne, w o mm1stered to a church 

t here for 55 year s. He was a praco · 
'Id f h fi cious chi r om i e rst . E ar ly he h d 

passon for books and pictures a ~ a 
t he age of six he delighted in Bun at 

. df h nyan His gran at er was very fond of D · 
Watts's hymns and his grandm th r. 
wishing to h ave Cha rles learn °th er, 

· d h ' em promise . im a penny for every ' 
that he would say to her perfectly S one 

· " I f d 't · Pur-geon says . oun 1 an easy and 1 a nt method of earning money and le~reas­
t hem so fast that grandmother sa·d n~d 
must r educe the price to a half 1 s e 
each a nd afterwa rd to a far thing -~;nhy 
did not mean to be quite ruined 'b

1 
hs e 

t · " I t Y er ex ravagance. was many Years f 
that Spurgeon wrote of t his an: ter 
said : '_'No matter on what topic I a~ 
preaching, I ca n even now in the middle 
of a ny sermon quote some verse f 
h · h 'th 0 a ymn m armon:y WI the subject." 

It was a t his grandfather's h 
t hat Rev. Richard Knill, a pr eache ome 
t he old P uritan type, saw t he boy Sr of 
geon and made the prophecy tha{~­
would one day preach to large cro e 
and had Char les promise t hat he w:i~~ 

give out the hymn: "God moves in a 
mysterious way his wonders to per­
form," when he would preach in Rowland 
Hill's chapel. Mr. Spur geon some years 
after was invited to preach there and 
he gave out that hymn and thus ful­
filled his promise. Precocious chi ldren 
often turn out very dull men but Spur­
geon surpassed even the promise of hi s 
childhood. 

Education and Conver sion 
It has been the fashion in some quar­

ters to. r egard Spurgeon as limited. in his 
educ_ation. However, his schooling was 
not mconsiderable. He spent four year!; 
~t a private ~cademy at Colches ter , kept 
. Y Mr. ~eedmg, a Baptis t, and a year 
in an agricultural school at Maidstone. 

It. pleased God to convince him early 
of sm. His conversion occurred when he 
wa~ .15 years of age. Although he had 
~ehgious training at home he fell under 
eep conviction of sin and' endured great 
~~ntal a~ony even as Bunyan had done 
e ore him. "Six months did I pray, 

pr~yed agonizing ly wi th all my heart 
an never had an answer." In this trou-
bled cond't· . , d 1 10n, on a cold snowy Wlnter s 

ay,. he was providentially led into a 
m:e~ng house of the Primitive Methodist s 
a 0 lchester. A congregation of 12-15 
peopJ~ Were there. The preacher on this 
occasion w h . . t of th a s not t e regular m1ms er 
d e church. He made a rambling ad-

ress from the text in I saiah · "Look 

t
uhnto me and be ye "saved all t he . ends of 

e earth" "J . . me a . · ust settmg his eyes on 
said . s,yf he knew me all by heart, h e 
You· . . oung man, you a r e in trouble. 
look ;'1ll n~ver get out of it unless you 
he .° Chris t.' And lifting up his h ands 
distcried out a s only a Primitive Metho­
look ~ou.Jd do: 'Look to Christ. Look, 
way' 1; is only look!' I saw a t once the 
leap ~or s~lvation. 0, how my heart did 
there h Joy at that moment ." Then a.nd 
and e accepted Christ a s his Sav10r 
de . Was always g lad to be able to 

s1gnate th . 
conve . e hour and the spot of his 

rsion . It was on January 6, 1850. 

H His Baptism 
Bible ~hen. became deeply interested in 
Priv!te aptism. Becoming convinced b_Y 
was h' study of the scriptures, t hat it 
fessio 18 duty to be immer sed on a con­
Mark ~to Chri st, he wa lked from New 
1850 e to Isleham 7 miles on May 3, 

• wher R ' ' · d him ' t e ev. Mr. Cantlow bur1e 
Larkwi ~.Christ in baptism in the River 
folio~· is Parents did not oppose him 
but thing .the dictates of his conscien~e 
His ey did not g reatly r elish his course. 

mother m . c -g1·egat· . ourned his loss to the on 
Prayedionahst s a nd told him that she bad 
not th tearnest ly for his conver sion, but 
Plied. ~,~01 should be a Baptist. He re· 
answ~r d e I, dear mother, the Lord b as 
bount e Your pr ayer with his usual 
asked~' and given you more t ha n you 

Forty 
Years later , r eviewing his bap-
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t ism, he justified it in words that very 
fe licitously express the convictions of 
every intelligent Baptist . 

"If any ask, why I was thus bap­
tized? I answer, because I believed it 
to be an ordinance of Christ , very spe­
cially joined by him with faith in his 
name. 'He that believeth and is bap­
tized shall be saved.' I had no super­
stit ious idea that baptism would save me, 
for I was saved. I did not seek to have 
sin washed away by water, for I be­
lieved that my sins were forgiven me 
through faith in Christ Jesus. Yet I re­
garded baptism as the token to the be­
liever of cleansing, the emblem of burial 
with the Lord and the outward avowal 
of his new birth. I did not trust it, but 
because I trusted in J esus a s my Savior, 
I felt bound to obey him as my Lord and 
follow the example which he set us in 
Jordan in his own baptism. I did not 
fulfil the outward ordinance to join a 
party and become a Baptist ~mt to ~e a 
Christian after the apostolic fashion; 
for they when they believed, were ba p­
tized.'' 

Renounces Collegiat e Course 

At the time of his baptism Spurgeon 
was a tutor in Mr. Leeding's school at 
New Market, which school was removed 
to Cambridge and young . Spurgeon ac­
companied it there, becoming a member 
of the Baptist church where the eloquent 
Rober t Hall had so Jong been pastor. At 
one time he contemplated entering the 
Baptist College at Regents Park, but was 
prevented from doing it by t he acciden­
tal failure to meet Dr. Angus and later 
deliberately gave it up. In this he act~d 
conscientiously. He t ells us that while 
he was still brooding over the mat ter, 
one day he was s tartl.ed by what seemed 
a loud voice but which may have been 
a singular iilusion. "Whichever. it was, 
the impression it made on m". ~md was 
most vivid. I seemed very d1stmctly to 
hear the words : 'Seekest thou great 
things for thyself? Seek t hem ?ot !'" 
Then and t here he challenged his mo­
tives and r enounced t he offer of a col­
legiate education. 

The "Boy Preacher" 

The church in Cambridge had a Lay 
Preachers' Association for ' tthhe supphl~ of 
13 neighboring villages w1 preac mg. 
Of t his oung Spurgeon became. a mem-
b Y h'ng his first sermon m a cot­er, preac 1 
tage at Taversham. 

I t hl·s wise · He had been asked twas on · . 
t a friend to a VIilage meet -
o accompany . · h · 

ing. On the way th1th~r, su:pos1~:. ,!~ 
friend to be t he preac . ~rb e tsa1 .. ht " 
trus t God will bless you; ad ors l~nd1g ,;I 
"M 1 b . ?" t he frien r ep 1e , y a ors . l'f I 
never Pl·eached in my i e, never 

th. I 
thou ht of doing such a mg. . was 

k gd t lk with you and I smcerely as e o wa . 
h G d 1.11 bless you m your preach-

ope o w s "I . ,, " N y ,, said young purgeon, 
mg . a ' d I don't know that I 

ever preached an 
n ythi'ng of t he sor t ." could do an 

H W hen they came to th P. p lace 
owever , f d h 

f t . a nd it was oun t er~ was 
o mee mg h S . 
no one else ther e to preac ' purge.on, 

1 16 ar s old conducted t he servi<:e. 
on Y ye ' 2 7 " U t His t ext was 1 Pet. : : n o y,1u 

therefore which believe, he is precious,'' 
and he spoke and prayed with such fer­
vor and power as to produce a profound 
effect on all who heard him. 

From the first crowds flocked to hear 
the "Boy Preacher" and at 18 he became 
pastor of the Baptist church at Water­
beach, a village of about 1300 people. 
Here he spent two years from 1851-1853. 

Called to London 
His fame soon r eached London and he 

was invited to preach at the New Park 
St. chapel in December, 1853. This 
church had run down in numbers and 
in terest, so that there was only an au­
dience of 100-150 in an edifice that would 
seat 1200 when he came to supply. There 
was one person present, however, who 
lis tened somewhat amused to the coun­
trified boy preacher, a young lady, Miss 
Susanna Thompson, who afterward be­
came his wife. He married her on Jan. 
8, 1856. From first to la st t his union 
was one of the happiest . 

After his first sermon in New Park 
St., Spurgeon was asked to supply and 
in April following by a unanimous call 
became successor to Dr. Gill , the com­
mentator, and Dr. Rippon, the hymn 
writer, and other worthies who had la­
bored in this church. The pastorate thus 
begun, was closed only by the great 
preacher's death in 1892. 

Young Spurgeon's success was im­
media t e and wonderful. Without paral­
lel he. spran g to the highest r a nk, but 
not without the severest trials. He pos­
sessed some youthful eccentricities · had 
a certain self-confidence · found it dif­
ficult to r estrain a tend~ncy to quaint 
a nd odd turns of thought a nd homely il­
lustrations. In the eyes of cer tain staid 
church-goer s these things savored of 
boldness and self-conceit. 

Success Grows Despite Attacks 
On t his plea, over sensitive censors of 

the . press poured forth their inky indig­
hat1on a nd every sort of indecent and 
heartless attack was made upon him. He 
was denounced as a " young clown," a 
"buffoon," a " mounteba nk," etc. But 
G~d w~s. wit h him a nd that was enough. 
H is mm1stry was a marvel all the sol­
emn nobodies notwithstandi~g. 

Soon t he New P ark St . Chapel became 
too small. He then preached in Exeter 
Hall. A n ew church was built t o accom­
modate the throngs and in Ma rch, 1861, 
~he gr eat Metropolitan Tabernacle with 
its three tier s of galleries and seating 
6000 p eople was dedicated. For a bout 
three year s he a lso preached in Music 
Hall a t Survey Gardens to 10,000 people 
Weekly. 

Manner and Personal Characteris tics 
Spurgeon was easy of approach, genial 

in manner , agr eeably a ffable in conver­
sation, a man who always carried him­
self as a quiet gentleman. Wit hout 
starch, self-conceit or sa nct imonious 
cla p-t rap, he acted on Jiving conviction. 
He was no dealer in pious piddle-paddle. 
He was no clerical icicle wit h whom t he 
artist ic air kill s everything a nd whose 
gr eatest fault is that he is absolutely 
faultless. Spur geon carried t he least 
amount of r elig ion possible in t he whites 
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of his eyes, but he had a living well of 
it in the dept h of his soul. H e never 
r egarded wit or merriment as incom­
patible with holy living. He loved a 
merry quip or humorous sally, but his 
wit was never coarse or his humor in­
decorous and unseemly. 

The great secret of Spurgeon's won­
der ful power was not in his per son. He 
had no lof ty a nd commanding form. He 
had no God-like forehead. He was short 
and chubby in figur e, wit h a round 
homely f ace. He was a str aightfor ward 
Englishma n preaching a s traight for­
war d gospel in all it s f ulness and fresh­
ness, without a ny a pology for i t s sever ­
ity. 

The Great Secret of H is Power 

as a preacher was his unction. No man 
had mor e evident ly received the anoint ­
ing of t he Holy Spirit or mo1·e fully de­
pended upon t he divine grace for sus­
tenance. He was not long in learning 
t hat he had specia l gifts as a preacher 
but t he gift that he most earnest!; 
craved from t he beginning to t he end 
of his work was a double portion of t he 
Spirit of Chris t. 

As a preacher he dealt only in what 
Christ and h is apostles thought worthy 
of t heir attention: told w hat b e knew 



• 
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about God and man, sin and holiness 
time and eternity. He trusted unwaver~ 
ingly in J esus, the mighty helper of the 
hurts of man. He uncompromisingly be­
lieved t hat men and women a re to be 
really saved by the gospel,-t he old gos­
pel, whose central glory is the crucified 
and risen Chr ist. 

His Voice and Vocabulary 

To the preacher t he gift of utterance 
is a prime essential and this Spurgeon 
had in its most marvellous form. His 
voice may possibly have been equalled 
by other famous orators , a ncient and 
modern, but certainly never was sur­
passed. It was mar velously clear and 
sweet, resonant and tuneful at one mo­
ment soft a s a mother's 

1

lullaby and 
winning as a woman's and at another 
ringing wit h the clearness of a clarion 
ca lling cavalry troops to arms. For rich­
ness, for carrying power and for me­
lodious, persuasive pathos probably it 
ha s never been equalled or excelled. Some 
of his sermons considered as mere phys­
ical feats were stupendous. On one oc­
casion he preached in the Crys tal Pal­
ace in London to a crowd of 23,000 per­
sons--the numbers are vouched for by 
many authorities-and made himself 
heard without strain or exhaustion by 

• every per son in t hat vast a ssemblage. 
He had an unfailing command of plain, 

nervous, idiomatic Saxon. He spoke t he 
vocabulary of the marketplace and the 
fireside; not of the university but of the 
universe. "The devil ," he once said, 
"does not care for your dia lectics and 
eclectic homiletics or Germanic objec­
tives and subjecti~es, but pelt him with 
Anglo-Saxon in t he name of God and he 
will shift his quarters ." 

Though his schooling was s,cant a s 
compared with the opportuni t ies that 
many have of scholastic educat ion, t here 
wer e years of ardent self -cult u re. H e 
drank deeply of the scriptures and the 
old Pur itan, divines. He was by nat ure 
a student. His power of reading was 
perhaps never equalled. He would sit 
down to five or six la rge books a nd 
master them a t one sitting and his mem­
ory never failed him a s to what he r ead. 
Yet he was not one of those bookish 
men in whom scholarhood sucks up 
manhood. Men loved t o hear Mr. Spur­
geon because as Sheridan said of Row­
land Hill: "His idea s come r ed-hot from 
the heart." 

Characteristics of His Ministry 

His ministry was characterized by 
moral earnestness and vigorous inde­
pendence. Ear ly in lif e he acquired 
st:ength to stand by himself and live 
":'ithout a nd above praise. On one occa­
s1?n he startled his hearer s by sa yin g 
with some emphasis: "A very k ind friend 
~as told me that while I was preaching 
m E xeter Hall, I ought to pay deference 
to the varied opinions of my hearer s; 
that albeit I may be a Calvinis t a nd a 
Baptist , I should recollect t hat t here is 
a variety of creeds here. Now wer e I 
to preach nothing but what would please 
the whole lot of you what on earth should 
I do? I preach wh~t I believe to be t rue 

., 

and if the om1ss10n of a single truth 
t hat I believe would make me king of 
England throughout eternity I would not 
leave it out. Those who do not like 
what I say have t he option of leaving it. 
They come here, I suppose themselves 
and if t he t rut h does not ~lease them 
they can leave it." ' 

Spurgeon's prayers impressed many 
more than his sermons. His public 
p~ayer was no oration before the Al­
mighty, nor an eloquent soliloquy. There 
was about it a simplicity, dignity, a sub­
dued fervor and childlike confidence 
that he drew his hearers irresistably t~ 
the throne of gr ace. He preached well 
because he pr ayed well. 

In. all his ministry he had a singleness 
of aim and a transparent honesty · that 
made him trusted of everybody. "You 
see~ very pr.oud of Mr. Spurgeon," said 
a f n end of h is to a deacon of the Taber­
nacle. "We would a ll die for him," was 
the r eply. 

Orphanage and P astor's College 

Bes ides the work of the ministry in 
his large church, Mr. Spurgeon's time 
was give~ t~ th~ founding and directing 
of t wo mst1tut10ns, one philanthropic 
t he Stockwell Orphanage, and one edu: 
cational, t he Pastor's College for the 
tr~i~ing of Christian st udents for the 
mm1s~ry. In the O~phanage toward the 
estab!ishment of which the widow of an 
Anglican clergyman, Mrs. Hillyard gave 
him $100,0?0, thousands of de~titute 
boys and girls have found homes and 
training for life. The Pastor's College 
:vas founde~ in 1857. In 1873, a build­
ing was dedicated for t he purpose of this 
school, costing $75,000. Over 700 s tud­
ents have been trained for Christian 
work. To organize or direct either of 
t hese institutions would have been 
enough to constitute the life work of an 
ordinary ma n. Of course Spurgeon had 
his helpers in this work, invaluable men 
men of rare gifts of head a nd heart but 
it was ?e who fo und them out and p{aced 
them m posts of responsibility and 
power. 

Dr. Galusha Anderson once asked Mr. 
Spurgeon what he taught in his theo­
logical seminary. He replied: "Formerly 
the me.thod of making pins in E ngland 
was this : One man cut the wire, another 
made the heads, another put wire and 
heads together, ~vhile the fourth man 
sharpened t he pomt . My wor k in t he 
school is simply to sharpen t he point." 

His Church and His Sermons 

In 1891 his church numbered 5600 
m~m_bers wi~h 130 lay preachers and 37 
m1ss1on stations ; 22 Sunday schools and 
8000 schola rs . Nearly 15,000 persons 
were baptized during his pastorat e. He 
had an ~!most superna~ural keenness of 
obser vat10n. At one t ime a s he sat 
his platform he could name every one 

0~ 
his 5000 member s. 

0 

h 
Ovebr a mi!liotend copies . of his sermons 

ave een prm and his delivered 
t h b 

. ser-
mons mus ave een listened to b 
l~ss t han 20 millions of people. /

0
;

0
t 

time t hey were cabled to New Yoi·k a every 
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Monday morning for leading news­
papers. A r ich admirer in Australia had 
t hem printed at advertisement rates in 
t he newspapers for months. When Da­
vid Livingstone was dying in the wilds 
of Africa, he found comfort in Spur­
geon's sermons. His discourses have 
been t~·anslated into all the languages 
of Christ endom and in some of the r e­
mote heathen tongues. 
~esides the series of his ser mons, he 

edited, compiled or wrote more t ha n 40 
other books, the best known of which 
are his "John Plowman's Ta lk" 'vith a 
sale of over 400,000 copies· "Treasury 
of David" in 7 volumes sal~ of 120 000 

. "L ' ' copies; ectures to my Students " 50 -
000 . . ' ' copies. By virtue of his simple yet 
c.harmn~g style, many of his books will 
h~e to instruct and edify Christian peo­
P e when many more pretentious works 
a re for gotten and eaten of worms. 

His Early Death 

~pur~eon's manysided services made 
telling inroads on his strength and con­
su~ed his vital forces. His ailments 
durmg the latter years of his ca reer 
were a source of much physical pain. 
~very sermon cost h im hours of suffer ­
ing! t?ough he never spoke much of his 
affhction~ to other s. In the fall of 1891 
rheumatic attacks, influenza a nd kidney 
trouble laid him on a bed of sickness 
In October he went to Mentone in th~ 
S?uth of France, but he did not regain 
his health. On the nigh t of January 31 
1892, his spi:it sought the light of th~ 
eternal ~ornmg, not quite 58 years of 
age. . His body was brought to London 
and Vlew:ed by 50,000 people as it lay in 
~tate. Hts last words, the words of P a ul . 
. r have fought a good fight I h fi · 
ished • ave n-

m~ cou~·se, I have kept faith" 
were fittingly inscribed on h. ffi ' 
was buried in Norwood Ce istco n. He 

me ery. 
His Enduring F ame 

The name and fame of S 
never cease to be . . purgeon will 
and more fa ithfutn in~1tement to better 
all Christ ian men sHerVJce on the part of 
b t · e was not an 1 u a man and sub· .ange' 
fect ion like us all J ~ct to huma n 1mper-
forgotten that he 'li v~J never can it be 
40 years in h . and labored for 
world, exposeJ ~ '~:~edest city. of the 
he passed t hrou h th K temptation and 
not so much a 1 h e ery furnace with 
ing on his s e smell of fire r emain-

garment. 

W 
When he iappeared first in London he 

as a mere b H ' 
a charlat oy. e was sneered at a s 
d an, who would soon have his 

ay, a cometary · 
would b h . genius, whose splendor 
kept r· .e s orthved, but his influence 
was ising to the end t ill at last there 

no more con · · nat· sp1cuous figure m t he 
ion, none mo · 

and trusted re universally venerated 
him gl d · The common people heard 
at h. ~ ly and t he great sat entranced 
nyso~ ~et. Men like Dickens and Ten­
. ' ladstone and Lord Russel Liv-
ings tone a d R k. ' m· n us in were among his ad-

i;ers and frequently in the Tabernacle. 
see~ f room in England t here are to be 
t"tl d wo placards on the wall thus en-
1 e : "The first words of c'harles H . 

(Concluded on Page 16) 
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Our Devotional Meeting 
August 14 

Mo dern Prejud ices to Be Over­
come 

Acts 10: 34. 35 
Our prejudices constitute a prolific 

source of evil. They produce hatreds, 
strifes wars and all their evil progeny. 
Let us' be gr ateful for the walls of prej~­
dice that have been pulled down; but still 
others must be la id low, if freedom and 
righteousness are to prevail. 

Race-~rejudice. What walls of sepa­
ra tion it erects between race and race! 
With what eyes of su.spi~ion it cau~es 
nation to look upon nation. Each n3:t1on 
seems to look upon God as especially 
their God from whom they may expect 
privileges and favo rs at the cost ~f other 
races and nations. Thus the white race 
considers itself superior to al.I other 
r d t he American or Enghsh-born 
aces, an . d 

to all other humans. What m1sun . er; 
standing that is of the human . fa.m1ly t 
Before God, according to PHete~·, it l~ no 
so. (Acts 10 :34. 35.) . e is no pe­
culiarly the God of one nation; but there 
is room within his arms for a ll peoples. 
Every nat ion and every race has a con­
t ribution to make toward the common 

d I f we only knew t he people of 
~~e~ races a nd nations ?etter, per~aps 

. di·ces would vanish. Afte1 all, 
our preJU l f h 
th d.ff ence between the p eop es o t e e 1 er , . th . . 
ear t h a re not as deep-seated a s a1e en 

likenesses. . 
Class-prejudice. This, too, .1s to be 

found all the world over. It .1s a par­
tition of the spirit that r~ns z1~ag and 

. di·viding t he JUSt f1om the 
crosswise, · t f th 
just as well as the un~fus t ~otmlf . e 

. ' I I dia it mani es s 1 se m 
unJust. n n rr: in some countries in 
t he caste syste. ' . and in our own 
the so-called ar1stoci acy, fi . 1 c1· · · . ious super 1cia 1Vls1ons. 
country m var . . We are far r e-

R eligious preJ7tdic~. from the days 
moved in t his coun hr"! er" was used to 

h th tate's mac m ., 
w en e 5 . ce to the dominant 
enfor ce obedien ·udices have not 
h h . b t our preJ ' 

c urc , u . S metimes the door 
vanished ent1re~Y· 

1 
° cl to a per son be-

. t ii ty JS c ose ot oppor u1 . . others ar e mocked, 
r.ause of his rehgion. · cl But how 
tl'i st reated and ?strac1zeJ·n· other land -

th t JS true '" much more a of our brethr2n 
wh·~rc eve.n now manYrongs beca use of 
I t ff r g rave w 11us Sil e . t the will of God 

· cl" Such 1s no pre3 u, ice. not won to our way 
and t.hu~ men a~: Christian religion is 
of thmkmg. T cl harity to all. 
built upon Jove an c 

August 21 

T d SS 
and Power of God 

he Goo ne 
Revealed in Nature 

Ps. 19:1-6 
h ·s f ull of the goodness of 

" The ea rt J 33 . 5) But we h ear some-
t he Lor.d" ~Ps: "Doe~ not nature r eveal 
one ob3ecting · 

G. W. PusT 

the severity of God also? H er earth­
quakes devour us; h er t ornadoes destroy 
and demolish everything in t heir paths ; 
her waters drown us ; her fires burn us. 
Many are t he sacrifices nature e:ll."llcts 
every year and we ar e entirely helpless." 
We may not be able to explain all the 
ways of God with men; but we are blind, 
indeed, if God's goodness in nature r e­
mains hidden from us. 

1. How God's goodness is revealed in 
nature. 

The earth a storehouse. All of man's 
wants were anticipated and provided for. 
In the bowels of the earth we find coal, 
copper, brass, silver, gold, gas, etc. The 
earth has t he power of growth ; conse­
quently we have t r ees, flower s , vege-. 
tables , grain. At th is writing the farm­
ers of Kansas are ha rvesting t heir 
wheat. The harvest is the r esult of labor 
and toil; but what if God's goodness had 
been withdrawn? What if it had not 
r ained nor the sun had left his chamber? 
(Ps. 19:5.) Someone has figured out 
that every harvest is the result of God's 
work , 95 % ; m~n's work, 5 % . 

N ature's healing miss·ion. Cut your 
finger and immediately her healing min­
istry begins. Wonders are being accom­
plished" by the ultra-violet r ays of the 
sun, by radium, and the healing remedies 
we call medicine. 

2. God's power in nature. 
The circumference of •the earth is 

about 25,000 miles. The moon is 240 000 
miles off. Its orbit is 480,000 rr:ues 
across. Yet t he sun would fill all that 
orbit, and extend thousands of miles be­
yond it. But t he sun is only a compa r a­
t ively small sta r among t he stars. 

The ea r th is 93,000,000 miles from the 
sun. It takes light eight minutes to 
travel that distance ; but it t akes 411.! 
years fo1· t he light of the nearest s tar t o 
r each us. The light of many s t ar s must 
travel thousands of years before r each­
ing the earth. 

What a powerful being our God must 
be to hold the universe in the hollow of 
his ~rnnd ! and yet he allows us to pray 
~o him, and even gave hi s dea r Son for 
our salvation. 

August 28 
Why Is Missionary Work Needed 

in a Christian Country? 
Isa . 55 :1-7 

Let us take a concr ete example. Our 
country is a so-called Christian land. Our 
laws and our government are la rgely 
based on Christian principles. But t hat 
does not mean that a ll the p eople are 
Christians. 

Total church membership. The tot al 
number of communicant members in all 
the denominations is 47,188,128. This is 
far less t han Nllf of our population. 
And many of t hese are merely church 

members; but a church member is not 
necessar ily a Christian. What a vast 
host that leaves for th e expenditure of 
our missionary endeavors! Someone 
may object, however, claiming that such 
is hardly the true sit uation. Are there 
not a great many Chris tians who are not 
church members? No doubt, there are 
some ; but we are inclined to believe the 
number insigni ficant . A genuine Chris­
tian usually has enough interest in Chris­
t ianity to a lly himself to some church. 

The children .must be won. If all mis­
sionary endeavors were to cease, the 
children would grow up without God and 
without Christ. T he fact that t hey may 
have Christian parents does not make 
them Christ ians. This requires a new 
birth for which missionary work is essen­
tial. 

Christians 1nust be kept Christians. A 
p astor is said to have applied to the 
bishop of his district for another church , 
g iving as t he r eason that everyone on his 
field had become a Christ ian. The bishop 
r eplied : "Then keep them Christian." 
There is a constant danger of back-slid­
ing. People in our day are still very 
much like the Isr aelites of old. Sa.d con­
ditions sometimes develop when a church 
is without a pastor for a protract ed 
period. 

Missionary work is necessary for build­
ing Christian character. When a per son 
becomes a Christian, he is a babe in 
Christ. But he is to grow " unto the 
measure of t he stat ure of the fullness of 
Christ" (Eph. 4 :13). To this end the 
various activities of the church are t o 
make t heir contributions. 

Missionary work is necessary in orde1· 
to make a Clwistian conntry more Chris­
t ian. A Christian man takes his Chris­
t ia nity with him into public life. H e 
'vill work for Christian conditions and 
ideals . Thus a Christia n statesman's in­
fluence is of pai·amount importa nce. 
But t he Christian statesman is the fruit 
of missionary work. 

September 4 

The Use and Abuse of the Tongue 
Jas. 3:1-18 

(Consecration meeting ) 
Of wha t oppos ites the tong ue is cap­

~bl.e ! (9. 10.) Let us r emember that 
1 t 1s cont rolled by t he hear t (Prov 4 . 
23.) . . . 

1. The use of the tongue. 
Intercourse. By mean s of t h e tong ue 

we can convey our inmost thoughts t o 
ot~ers. Just suppose for a imoment what 
tins world would be like wit hout t his 
possibility. Progress would be well nigh 
impossible. And it would be--eonstituted 
a s we ar e--a ver y lonesome world. 

Worship. Worship, in its last a nalysis 
is a matter of t he hear t. But t he heart 
must express what it feels . How can 
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that be better done than with the tongue? 
Would church services be possible with­
out the tongue? 

i t. Thus many have suffered the loss of 
reputation and position. 

Cutting remarks. T hey have caused 
Missions. The great results from Pe­

ter's sermon on the day of Pentecost to 
this day were achieved by means of the 
tongue. Great is its use. Without it 
man would be dumb like the anima ls. 

broken homes and broken hearts. 

"Evil-speaking is1a sin, 
Easy is i t to begin ; 
Faults are thick where love is thin." 

2. The abuse of t he tongue. 3. Some s trong expressions James 
uses of the tongue. Profanity. In his rage and in his joy, 

man invokes God's name. This habit is 
so common t hat little or no heed is g iven 
it. Even so-called Christians can swear. 

Ly·ing. Thus worthless stocks, lots and 
what not are palmed off on the unwary, 
and many a man is deprived of a life­
long saving. 

A fire, a world of iniquity (6), an un­
ruly evil, full of deadly poison (8), a 
fountain, sending forth sweet water and 
bitter (11). 

• • • 

Gossip. The mysteri<;>us question, 

If Samson had only realized that his 
strength was not his own to waste on 
folly, he might have had year s of her oic 
usefulness instead of the drudgery of a 
blind prisoner. 

"Have you heard the news of Mr. A.?" 
This is enlarged upon by those that hea.r 

The German Baptists' Life Association, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

The Li fe Insurance Underwrtter is a multiplicity of blessings. He is the 
creator of weal ~h, the saver .of estates, the payer of mortgages, the protector 
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W. 0. MAKOWSKY 

OSCAR L UCHS 

of orphans, the provider of comforts, 
the promoter of thrift, the teacher of 
du~y and a benefactor. He is filled 
with the idea that his mission is good, 
high and superior in point of moral 
excellence. H.e, therefore, need never 
feel ashamed to have it known that 
he is a life insurance agent and when 
he sells a man a policy in a reliable 
company, he knows it is as safetas a 
government b.ond. 

Ready to serve our German Baptist 
people, we send out our brethren from 
the Rochester, N. Y., Seminary with 
the reques t to welcome them with 
true Christian hospitality and to li sten 
patiently to what they have t.o say to 
you when they visit you in your 
homes. 

Since organization, 44 years ago, 
w~ have pa.id in death claims $847,-
903.62; sick benefits $56,489.91; divi­
dents paid and credited $38,598.13; 
permanent disability benefits $255.72; 
old age benefits $2,983.12; other ben­
efits $5,508.30; fata l accid:ent $1,000. 
This makes a total paid to members 
and beneficiaries since the year 1883 
of $952,738.80, nearly a mill ion dollars. 

WALTER BIEBRICH 

H ARRY FIEDLER 

Insurance protection is a product of modern Civilization. A great part 
of the world's wealth is in human life and the capacity of that life to per­
form productive labor. This wealth is perpetuated by insurance protection. 

The G. B. L. A. is 120% solvent, therefore as safe as any bank or insurance 
company. It 

PROT·ECTS YOUR FAMILY AND PROTECTS YOU. 
Ask your loeal clerk-agent, or any one of our Rochester Seminary students 

visiting our churches, or write direct to 
THE GERMAN BAPTISTS' LIFE ASSOCIATION, 

860 Walden Ave., Buffalo, N. Y. 

THE BAPTIST HERALD 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
(Conclusion) 

Spurgeon in the Metropolitan Taber­
nacle."-"The last words of Charles H. 
Spurgeon in the Metropolitan Ta ber­
nacle." They a re both highly signif ­
icant. H ere are the beginning words : 
"I would propose that the subj ect of the 
ministry in t his house, as Jong as this 
platform shall stand, and as long as this 
house shall be frequented by worship­
pers, shall be the Person of J esus Christ. 
I a m never ash amed to avow myself as 
a Calvinis t; I do hesitate to take the 
name of Baptist; but if I a m asked what 
is my creed, I reply, It is Jesus Christ. 
My venerated predecessor, Dr. Gill, has 
left a body of divinity admirable an.d 
excellent in its way, but the body of di­
vinity to which I would pin a nd bind 
myself forever, God helping me, i~ _not 
his system or any other human trad1t1on< 
but Christ J esus, who is the sum ana 
substance of t he Gospel, who is in him­
self all theology, t he incarnation . of 
ever y precious truth, the a ll-glonous 
personal embodiment of t he Way, the 
Truth, the Life." 

H ere are t he ending words: "If you 
wear t he livery of Christ you will find 
him so meek and lowly of heart that 
you shall find rest unto your souls. He 
is the most magnanimous of captains . 
There never was his like among the 
choicest of princes. He is a lways to be 
found in the thickest part of the battle. 
When the wind blows cold, he a lways 
takes the bleak side of the hill. The 
heaviest end of the cross lies ever on his 
shoulders. If he bids us carry a burden 
he carries it also. If there is a nything 
that is gracious, kind and tender , yea! 
lavish and superabundant in Jove, you 
always find it in him. His service is life, 
peace, joy. 0 t hat you would enter on 
it at once! God help you to enlist under 
the banner of J esus Christ!" 

• * * 
What is finer than real enthusiasm, 01 

cheaper than enthusiasm that is only 
noise? 

Baptist Deaconess and Girls' 
Home, Chicago, Ill., 

Provides Christian home for girls 
in the great city of Chicago. Girls 
coming to Chicago to live for some 
time or who come for a short stay 
will find a true Christian home, 
good board and lodging, a real 
Christian atmosphere, just the kind 
of home they are looking for. 

If to attend school or to be em­
ployed here temporarily or to make 
home for a longer period, come to 
our Girls' Home. Terms reason­
able. For particulars write to the 
Superintendent, Miss Margaret 
Wagner, 3264-3266 Cortland St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. C. A. DANIEL, President. 


