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• Moslems are also persecuted! Russia 
is reported to have desecrated mosques, 
executed hundreds of thousands 
of Mos~ems, and sent mass shipments 
to Siberian prison camps during years 
of persecution to wipe out the Islamic 
faith in the Soviet Union. During the 
last 30 years, Russia's Moslem pop
u lation is repor ted to have been re
duced from 45,000,000 to 22,000,000. 
One mosque was converted into public 
lavatories, another became a stable. A 
third was pulled down and another 
was turned into a dance hall. The 
Cornmunists call Moslems to sign a 
paper on which was written: "No God, 
no religion; nothing but Communism, 
nothing but St alin." All who refused 
to sign vanished forever. The Com
munists have star ted a new campaign 
of "no prayers, no Koran , no feasts." 

• Stamps designed to be used like 
Christmas seals but with the purpose 
of promoting church attendance have 
made their appearance in Hartford, 
Conn. Test sales are now being mad~ 
by Methodist churches of Hartford. If 
the results are promising, the sale of 
the Go-to- Church stamps may become 
an annual nation-wide event. They 
originated wit h Howard R. Brockett, 
a safety engineer at one of Hartford's 
large insurance companies who is also 
president of Church Institute, Inc., a 
non-profit, non-denominational or
ganization founded here a year and a 
half ago. The chur ch depicted on the 
stamp in blue, yellow and black is a 
composite of several rura l churches 
in lhis region. It was drawn by Harry 
R. Hick of Rocky Hill, a commercial 
artis t for the same insurance company. 
- Religious News Service. 

@ A detailed plan for Protestant 
un ion that calls for the merger of seven 
major denominations into one church 
will be presented for approval to 
Protestant leaders a t a meeting on 
Jan. 23 and 24, 1951 in Cincinnati , 
Ohio, as announced recently by Bishop 
Ivan Leo Holt of St. Louis, Mo., of the 
Methodist Church. Dr. Holt, who is 
chairma n of the Commission on 
Protes tant Union, said the plan com
p iled a t a m eeting of the commission 
in New York City, proposes the 
establishment of a United Church of 
Chr ist in America . It would merge 
int o one Protestant body these 
denomina tions: t he Presbyterian , 
U. S . A.; Presbyterian , U.S.; Disciples 
of Christ; Congregational-Christian; 
Evangelical Reformed ; F ederation of 
Community Churches; and the Meth
odist. 

8 Dr. Irwin A. Moon, director of the 
Moody Institute of Science, presented 
the premiere showing of "To Ever y 
Creature" to 3500 people at Moody 
Memorial Church of Chicago, Ill., on 
Oct. 16. The film, taken mostly in 
Peru, pictured the training and work 
of Missionary Technicians who enable 
the spreading of the Gospel to prim
itive peoples. Mr. Don Parson, director 
of the fi lm department, said: "Within 
t he next six months we expect to reach 
one million people by the film." After 
spending six week.; in Peru, Dr. Moon 
returned last December to spend six 
months in the complet ion of the film 
here. In the shooting of the film his 
p'.ane once landed in the Ande~ at 
17,000 feet where, he said, "The air 
is so rarified that I couldn't put a Jug 
wrench on a lug to change a flat tire.'' 
"Some films take two years to make," 
stated Dr. Moon. A staff of 15 m en 
work on several projects concurrently. 
The next Moody film will be a science 
film, "Hidden Treasures" scheduled for 
Spring, 1951. 

Q D1·. Robert A . Cook of Chicago, 
president of Youth for Christ I nter
national, has called for an international 
day of prayer and r e- consecration on 
Jan. 1, 1951 , for the task of evangelizing 
the world in this generation th rou g'h a 
global spiritual awakening which 
seems to be ready to break out around 
the world. The call for prayer was 
initiated by 500 delegates from 30 
countries at the third World Congress 
on Evangelism at Brussels, Belgium, 
from July 30 to August 6, 1950 "We 
are asking God's people ever ywhere 
to join with us in prayer at some time 
of the day on New Year 's Day, 1951, 
that true revival floods might engulf 
the nations of this wor ld before a 
major catastrophe occurs or our L ord 
returns," Dr. Cook said in issuing the 
call. "We are asking God to r a ise us up 
J 00 Billy Grahams to reap the spiritual 
harvest which is ripe in all parts of 
the globe. As the mid- centur y draws 
to its close, we are pleading with God 
truly to revive his work in the midst 
of the years." 

r·-.----.. -·--·-'1 FRONT COVER 
Th e front cover shows a dram atized 

version of the first Christmas b y 
Ch ristian n atives of t h e Cam eroon s 

I 
of Afr ica. B ehind th e mange r are 
Ma ry and Joseph . On t h e left are 
the three Wise Men , whose g ifts I 
have been placed i n front of th e 
m an ger. Al the r igh t are seve ra l 

i 
shephe rd boys, one of whom l1as 
only his right a rm s h owi ng. The I 

j 
African n a tl ves Jove to dramatiz e j 
Bible s tories and acco unts. 
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1951 Dl~~CTO ~Y 
This valuable vest pocket size 

directory and diary is now ready 
for shipment. It contains names 
and addresses of our pastors and 
missionaries. Names and addresses 
of churches and church clerks. 
The boards of the denomination 
and much other valuable infor
mation. The cost of producing 
this directory and diary is very 
high, primarily because of the 
limited volume of production. 
This in addition to increasing 
production costs, make it neces
sary to increase the price to 75 
cents. Considering the great 
amount of information and the 
usefulness of this Ii t tle booklet, 
it is still a bargain. Order now! 

- -·- -
A LIFE OF JESUS 

by EDGAR J. GOODSPEED. 
Here is a life of J esus as only 

Dr. Goodspeed could write it . 
New Testament scholar of our 
day, Dr . Goodspeed is also a 
writer with a gift for making pro
fund ities and great ideas plain 
to the average reader. This Life 
of Jesus is no ordinary life, no 
mere story leaning on fiction for 
its color, its incident, or its di 
alogue. Here the familiar words 
and even ts in the life of Jes us 
take on new reality. Here is the 
book that has been long awai ted . 
It is a rarely inspiring book -
one that is religiously satisfying. 
To all - clergyman and layman, 
student and casual reader - who 
read it with open mind and heart, 
it will be warmly appealing. 

Price $3.00. 

- -·- -
Roger Williams Press 
3734 Payne Ave., Cleveland 14, Ohio 
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What Do You Expect for Christmas? 

~
VERYONE has definite expectations for Christmas. The excitement 

of this season is heightened by the things which we desire most 
for Christmas. They range from toys to practical gifts to spiritual 

blessings. But our preparation for the Christmas holidays awakens 
within our hear ts definite expectations about those things for us 
under the Christmas t ree. 

There is something quite personal, which can even be selfish, 
in these Christmas expectations of ours. They can become strong 
desires that can drive us unmercifully into believing that w e cannot 
get along in life without these things. They can easily supplant the 
spiritual joys and blessings of the Christmas season, as we think of 
Christmas only in terms of things to be given and received among 
ourselves as gifts. All of this can be followed by a terrible letdown 
if those expectations are not fulfilled . 

But there are some th ings which we as Christians should definite
ly expect for Christmas. The shepherds experienced this on the 
Judean hills, and their journey to the Bethlehem manger was bright
ened wonderfully because of these expectations in their hearts. · Such 
is the meaning of the words of the shepherds as recorded in Luke 2:15 
- "Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us." They be
lieved the Lord's announcement. They were eager to see these things 
about which they had heard. 

This spir itual expectancy is largely missing from our Christmas 
observance. We hardly expect the glory of the Lord to shine round 
about us, as it did for the shepherds in Judea. And yet that is what 
every Christmas should mean for us, that God's Presence in Christ 
becomes very real to us; that God's blessings are like a shining light 
about us; that the angels' song fills our hearts with divine peace and 
good will. 

But this miracle happens only to those who have fai th; and faith 
is the expectancy that God will bring this to pass. "Let us see this 
thing which the Lord hath made known unto us." 0, that Christmas 
might open our eyes to the glory of God's revelation to us in the L ord 
J esus Christ and in the many manifestations of his Presence and 
power with us. 

The shepherds also expected to learn more about the coming of 
the Messiah and the fulfilment of prophecy in going to Bethlehem 
to the manger. Our Christmas expectations ough t to include a desire 
for a clearer understanding of God's truths. In these experiences 
with their heightened emotional feeling and with their uplifting 
inspirations, we ought to be able to understand more clearly "what 
the Lord hath made known to us." During the singing of some of 
the beautiful carols, or while taking some Christmas gift to a shut-in 
or the poor, or while meditating quietly before the open fireplace 
and the bedecked tree, w e can suddenly become aware of God's voice 
speak ing to us with the message of his truths and the revelation of 
his will for us. 

What do you expect God to do for you this Christmas ? Our 
greatest wish for you is that these spiritual expectations of Christ
mas might be realized and the glory of the Lord might sh ine round 
about you ! 
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Whose Birthday Today? 
- :·:-

We get ready for a holiday; the Wise Men got ready for a holy day. 
We get rea°dy for Christmas; Goel got ready for Christ. Too often we 

lose sicrht of the fact that Christmas is the Savior's birthday'. b 

By DR. RALPH E. POWELL, Professor of Theology 
at the North American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

were in tricately arranged to come into 
conjunction jus t at the right time to 
lead the Magi to the place where the 
Christ-ch ild was. The Holy Spirit was 
active overshadowing Mary and 
movin

1

g upon men to prepare them for 
the Savior. By or·der of Caesar 
Augustus a special enroll ment caused 
the movement of thousands of J ewish 
citizens to the cities of their birth in 
direct fu lfilment of the prophecy that 
Jesus would be born, not in Nazareth 
where Joseph Ji ved, bul in Bethlehem 
of Judea. 

Goel made all these preparations 
and untold other,5 before he sent 
his well-beloved Son out of the ivory 
palaces into a world of woe. Religious
ly, philosophically, politically, and 
culturally the world was prepared for 
the coming of Christ in the fulness 
of time. God had been getting ready 
for this day of days s ince the begin
ning of the ages! 

THE WISE MEN PREPARED 

The Wise Men, skilled in Oriental 
science and ardent students of astrol
ogy, believed that any unusual phe
nomena in the heavens were signs of 
some remarkable event on earth. 
Through their science, such as it was, 
they were providentially led to the 
Lord Jesus. Possibly they had been 
expecting his coming, for there were 
the prophecy of Balaam, Daniel's 
vision of seventy weeks of years, the 
voices of Isaiah, Micah and others. 

Roman historians bear witness to 
an expectation prevalent in the_ East 
that out of Judea should a n se a 
sovereign of the world. Whatever 
their source of knowledge, their God
given wisdom led them to Jesus. 
Doubtless, these roya l strangers ex
pected all Palestine to be full of the 
joy of its new-born King, and that th_e 
time, p lace and circumstances of his 
birth would be familiar to everyone. 
Little did they t hink that J erusalem 
would receive the first announcement 
of his birth from t hemselves. 

Not only did nobody in Jerusalem 
know anything about their King, 
thoug'h that was strange enough, but 
no one wanted him. Herod was troub
led and angry with the news of his 
birth. The scribes, acquainted with 

the s<>.cred records, were blind to their 
spiritual truths, or else indifferent. 
They were quite sure where and when 
the Messiah was to be born, but they 
did not care to go and see or wor
ship him. 

Verily, these Magi were wise men, 
wise with a wisdom not of this world, 
wise to recognize that the hope of 
the future lay, not in a monarch 
called "the Great/' as was Herod, sur
rounded by earthly pomp and luxury, 
but in the fresh young life of the holy, 
heaven-born Christ. Learned as they 
were, they had s imple hear ts. They 
had a glimpse of the great tru ths that 
it is not learning the world needs so 
much as life - new life from above! 
So these men were prepared and came 
seeking Jesus. "Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews?" They came 
not merely to observe him, but to 
worship and to p resent costly, con
secrated gifts. An old mediaeval in
terpretation represents their gift of 
gold as signifying· a recognition of h is 
kingship, the frankincense of his de
ity, and the myrrh of his suffering 
and death. Whether this is a valid 
interpretation or not, we certainly see 
in the gifts of the Magi the abiding 
principle that the true recognition of 
Christ w ill ever be attended by the 
spontaneous surrender to him of ou r 
best. They gave the best they had in 
worship of the holy Child. Thus did 
the Wise Men celebrate the birthday 
of the Savior-King; thus did they 
prepare for Christmas. 

WE TOO PREPARE FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

Not alone did God prepare for 
Christmas Day, and were the wise 
men prepared for it, but we also pre
pare for its festive day. It is a great 
day, and our elaborate preparations 
are an old custom. What would 
Christmas be without all the holiday 
plans, excitement, music, decorations 
and shopping? Perhaps, t hen it would 
really be Christmas. 

In the midst of it all we must stop 
to think: Whose birthday is this? One 
would really think it were our b irth
days! God celebrated the birth of his 
only begotten Son, the Savior of t he 
world, and so did the Wise Men . 
Whose birthday do we celebrate ? 
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Somehow, there is an unbridgeable 
gap between gifts checked off on a 
painfully compiled shopping list and 
the gifts which the Magi brought to 
Jesus. We get ready for a holiday; 
they got ready for a holy day. We 
det readv for Christmas; God got 
~eady fo1: Christ. Our emphasis is on 
the mechanical details - lights, orna
ments, gifts - on festivity, the ex
ternal, the accompaniments, the _non
essentials. God puts the emphasis on 
the spi ritual and the eternal. 

Too often it has been lost sight of 
tha t th is is the Savior's birthday. In
stead of leading us to J esus in adora
tion and sacrifice, bowing in reverent 
worsh ip at h is feet, Christmas has 
frequently degenerated in to a pag·an 
celebration that leads men away from 
the Lord's Anointed and obscures the 
spiritual meaning of one of the mos t 
sacred clays in our calendar. 

The world today is much like the 
w orld of Jerusalem and P ales tine in 
Christ's day. Great hordes of people 
know little of the Savior born and 
give no time or place for him on his 
birthday. Hearts a re like the inn at 
Bethlehem - so full of the tinsel and 
g litter of the world that there is n o 
room for Jesus. 

Two ladies were having a gay social 
time a t a very elabora te luncheon in 
a downtown hotel. When a third lady 
joined them, one woman said, "We're 
celebrating my baby's birthday." 
"Baby's bi r thday?"' r eplied the new
comer w ith amazement as she looked 
a boul and saw n o child present. Re
<.! lizing her apprehension, the mother 
responded, "Oh, you dun't t hink I'd 
bring him here, do you? Why, he 
doesn 't know antything about this ."' 
Neither doe.:; Jesus Chr is t know any
thing about much of the Christmas 
a cti\·ities of some people today. The 
wor ld celebra tes the Christ-child's 
bi rthday, and forge ts to inv ite him! 

CHRIST IN CHRI STMAS 

Chr istians mus t carefully guard 
nga inst the world's manner of cele
brating' Christ.mas. I n the rush of 
shopping, planning, the giv ing and re 
ceh ·ing of g ifts , eating and ga iety, let 
us stop to meditate upon the Savior 
whom God gave for the sa lvation of 
mankind. and Je t us make lfll\1 the 
center of it all. Let us make h im 
kno\\"n to the pagan world about us 
as they celebrate this season in ig
norance of the redemption w hich 
Ch rist came to bring. 

I n all of ou r prepara tions for this 
glad se;:ison, we should exercise every 
consideration to focus atten tion on 
him whose birthday w e are remem
b ering. It is n ot the mullitucle o C ex
ternals wh ich make for a real Chr ist
mas : it is our Lord J esus who in 
humilia tion became an infan t fo r the 
reconciliation of the wor ld of sinful 
men. Today let us put the em p hasis 
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- P hoto by E va Luoma 
All t h e happiness of Christmas Day is seen re flected in this boy·s face as h e faces t h e 

Christmas surprises a round h in1! 

on Emmanuel, God w ith us, wi thout 
whom there never would have been 
any Christmas or any joy over sins 
forg'iven. "And she shall bring forth 
a son , and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he sha ll save his people 
from their s ins." 

Let's put Christ into Chris tmas. And 
as the Wise Men looked with yearn
ing for his coming, so may we be 
looking for his coming again . 

May none be like the ancient inn
keeper who had no room fo r Jest:s 
in the inn, the inn that might have 
been chief among them all , the birth
place of the Messiah. 

"Alas, alas! To miss a chance like 
that! 

Your heart might be the th rone o[ 
the Savior; 

He might be born anew in your 
soul today."' 

Born in your heart today - wha t 
a wonderful way to celebrate Christ
mas! There are no gifts Jike the Wise 
Men's to present to J esus until h is gift 
is first received. The salvation from 
s in w h ich he offers awaits only y our 
open hear t, and finding room in your 
life for h im is the best gift he de
sires at this time of hi s birth . Then 
we may t reasure in our hearts the 
Prince of peace and the Lord of g'lo1·y, 
w ho desires to haYe the p re-eminence 
and to h ave all men honor him. W hose 
birthday today? Thi s is HIS birthday! 

"And wl1en the wise men llad opened their treasures, t h ey presented unto h im 
gifts; gold, and frankincense and m y rrh" (Ma tt. 2:11). 
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At the Baptist Children's Home in St. Joseph, Michigan, some of the children leave early in the morning for sch ool (le ft ) and in 
the afternoon rak e up th e lea ves and kcCP th e grounds in tidy appearance (right) . 

An Ordinary Day at the Children's Home 
When the Christmas offering is received for our Children's Home at 
St. Joseph, Mich., this ar ticle will help you in an extraordinary way to 

visualize the activities of the Jlome on an ordinary day 

By the REy. AUGUST F . &UNTZ, Superintendent 

T HROUGH the pages of the "Baptist 
Herald" and the "Annua l" we have 
been te lling you about some of the 
special days at the Children 's Home 
in St. J oseph , Michigan. So we 
t hought you migh t like to k now some
thing a bout an ordina ry day . After 
all , there are only a very few special 
days during t he year, but there are 
over th ree h undred ord inary days. 
We are not speaking of the Sundays, 
for they too are a bit diffe ren t than 
the other days. How would you like 
lo look in on us a t the Home during· 
a regular school day? 

THE MORNING 

R-I-N-G - R-I-N-G goes the old 
rising bell at 6:15 in the morning. 
(We are on E astern standa rd time· 
and t he extreme west end of it; on~ 
hour earlier than Chi cago.) The 
cook has already been working in the 
kitchen, and the superin tendent has 
been up and around. B ut that bell 
hardly ever means a thing to the chil 
dren , for as soon as it stops ringing 
we must visit a ll the rooms and 
awaken all t he youngsters out of their 
cleep sleep. 

There then follows a hustle and a 
bustle to get washed and dressed and 
hair combed ready for breakfast. A 
colored maid helps get the small 
youngsters up and ready. At 7 o'clock 
the breakfast bell rings and the chil
dren line up at the din ing· room door 
where we stand to greet them with a 
.. Good Mor ning." 

They march in and ~tand behind 
their chairs in their pl;:ices at the 
table. We ~hen say grace together. 
At present we are using the following: 

1 

"Father we thank thee for the nigh t, 
And foi: the pleasant mor:iing ligh t, 
For rest and food and loving care, 
And all that m akes the world so fa ir. 

Amen ." 

All the m eals a re se r ved cafe ter ia 
style, and so t he child ren go to the 
counter for their pla tes. B reakfast 
consis ts of rolled oa ts, cream of w hea t, 
cocoa wheat or drY b reakfas t food, 
toast and m'ilk . From time to t ime 
fruit is served . Quite a few children 
a lso have a n egg for break fast. The 
fi rst helping is se rved a t the counter, 
bu t t hey may go back for a. second 
helping, and even a th.ird, if t hey 
wish. We believe in ser ving p len ty of 
good nourishing food, and t he ch il
dren show it. (Those eg-?s for ? reak
fast come from you friends in the 
chu rches! ) 

MORNI NG DEVOTIONS 

"What is your cure for latecomers?" 
someone m ay ask. We try n ot to be 
too s trict b u t we m ust a lso have 
d iscipl ine.' So if younger children 
(not the real young ones) a re late, 
they must go to bed a n hour ear lier 
that night. B ut the older ones usually 
17e~ a d ish-washing job. And how 
they do l ike to do dishes !! 

At about 7:15 we have our m orn
ing devotions around the ta bles. Vle 
use "The Secret P lace" fo1· tha t. First , 
we read th e Scripture passage and the 
small article for the day. Then one 
of the older chi ldren, usua ll y a chu rch 
mem ber, leads in prayer. They take 
tu rns at th is. With this they a re dis
m issed. 

Most of them have some sm all 
chore to do and then they get ready 

for school. Those who a t t.end J unior 
H igh and High School m ust be there 
by eight o'clock; those w ho attend 
grade school by 8 :30 A.M. It is on ly 
a ten-minute walk to the schools; so 
in good weather they a ll wa lk . B ut 
w hen the weather is bad, we d r ive 
!.hem with our P lymouth. Somet imes 
that car is really packed full of 
squ irming youngs ters. We have had 
as many as 17 in the ca r a t one time . 
L ots of t ram ping on toes then! Jn the 
forenoon four ch ild ren a rc a t home; 
two being pre- school, and two others 
a t tending Kindergar t.en in the a fter
noon. 

DINNER TIME 

The nex t in order is d inner a l noon. 
About 11 :45 the children begin to 
come hom e. At 12:10 the d inner bell 
rings and they come into the dinin o· 
room and s tand behind thei r chair; 
We then say grace in un ison. We have 
been using the following: "The eyes 
of a ll w ail upon t.hee ; a nd thou givest 
them their food in d ue season. Thou 
openest thy hand, and sati sfiest t he 
desire of ever y th ing . Amen .'· 

When we fi rst came heL·c, seven 
years ago, we could hardly bel ieve 
our eyes when we saw how the food 
d isap peared. Some of the children 
just seem to have bottomless stom
achs. Dinner is soon over, and we 
are dism issed with a Bible verse re
pea ted in unison. Then off to the 
bath room s to get washed and ready 
for school aga in! 

All the grade chi ldren are req uired 
:o check out to make s ure t hat hands 
and faces are clean a ncl th"t th . " h. h • a e1 e are 
no ig - water marks" and al t • so o see 
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that they arc p roper ly dressed. Away Re1"01"c1"ng Over God's v·1ctor"1es they go, running clown t he driveway , 
a nd off to school! . 

AFTER SCHOOL 

About 3:15 P .M. they begin t r ick ling 
back from school. "School clothes" 
are then changed for "home clothes." 
Abou t tha t t ime there is qu ite a 
chorus of " I'm h ungry:• An apple, or 
some cookies, or a sandwich must 
suffice for the Ume being. T his is 
play time for the grade school young
s ters. The others are expected to do 
an hou r 's work of some k ind. Pos
s ib ly i t is ironing or darning or put
t ing clothes away, or giving their 
bedrooms a n extra clean ing. In the 
Fall the boys rake leaves. Sometimes 
this is m ore p lay than work . How
ever, we believe t hat it is a good thing· 
for a child to assu me some responsi
bility even q uite ear ly in l ife . 

A t 5:15 P .M. the fi rs t bell rings for 
an important event. That m eans , 
come in and get washed for su pper. 
At 5:30 P .M. the second, or supper bell 
r ings. Again a ll stand behind their 
cha irs until grace is said. In the eve
n ing we follow a diffe rent patte rn 
than in tl1e morning a nd a t noon. Now 
a ll take turns at prayer, from t.hc 
oldest to the youngest. T wo little 
boys w ho know German always say: 
"Abba, lieber Valer , Amen .'' Other 
small children m ay say : "Thank y ou , 
J esus, fo r the food, Ame n.' ' O lder 
chi ldren often m ake up the i1· own 
prayers. 

Supper ove1·, our dismissal is d i
\·ersified. Som etimes we quote a 
P salm, or some other passage of Scrip
tu re . As a general rule, however, w e 
read portions of some book. We have 
read "The Children 's Bible·• from 
cove1· to cove r . At presen t, we are 
1 eading a B ible s tory book w hich 
bears the t itle , " A P romise to Keep." 

AFTER S'UPPE R 

Afte r supper the in terests a re as 
va ried as the ages of the children. 
The older ones m ay h ave school work 
to do. The younger ones play a round 
at va rious g·am es. Then comes "Tele
d sion time." " Kukla , Fran and Ol
lie," and "Adventu res of Uncle 
Mistle toe" a re favorites on the tele
\·ision p rogram . "T he Voice of Fi re
stone" and " Mam a .. a re splendid for 
the ol der childre n. 

Bu t there a rc other th ings to th in k 
about before bedtime. As a r u le I 
t ci ke a group of six boys, aged ei ght 
to e leven, into the l iving room and 
read som e re ligious book . Currently 
we are reading the book, "T ell Me 
Abou t Goel." We m ay have a l it t le 
d iscussion fo llowed by prayer in u ni
son after w hich on e of the boys of
fe rs a prayer. These then leave to ge t 
washed and ready for bed. Bedtime 
for the smaller children is eigh t 
o'clock. When they have gone, I tak e 
a group of boys and gir ls aged twelve 

(Contin ued on P age 23) 

A true missionary story from the Belo field in the heart of the Cam
eroons told by MISS ELEANOR WEISENBURGER, missionary 

llJ E of the Cameroons, Africa, would 
join the P salm ist as he sing·s in 
Psalm 98: "0 sing unto the L ord a 
new song; for he ha th done marvelous 
things; h is righ t hand a nd h is holy 
ar m , hath gotten h im the v ic tory." In 
the past. few months God has work ed 
for us in a li t tle village abou t one and 
a half hour's w alk from Belo in a w ay 
that we neither sough t nor expected. 

In Februa ry of this year there were 
ru mors of several new schools being 
opened by the Catholics only ten or 
fi f teen minutes away from ou r 
established Baptis t schools . One such 
school was to be opened at Aboh. 
I mmediately we planned a t r ip t o the 
" big man" of that q ua r ter to see if 
the rumors were true. He was the 
man who supposedly had given a 
p iece of land for the school. 

he re turned for the holidays in 
Aug ust, he was shocked to see a Ca th
olic school in h is own father· s town. 
In spite of the m any threats direct.eel 
a t him, he determ ined that the Cath
olics must leave. With triumph on 
h is face he cam e one day saying: 
"They n early killed m e, b u t they 
have gone and m ost of th e boys w ill 
be sen t to ou r Ba ptis t School at An
yaj ua." 

Now after t hree weeks an even 
more un expected v ictory has com e to 
us. At bed time tw o nights ago, our 
dispensary helper came saying t hat 
a woman had come from Aboh t o 
deliYer. I immediately sensed troub le 
and pL·epared for an all-night vigil. 
And I wa s not disappoin ted. After 
being in labor over two days, t h is 
young girl pleaded to be brough t to 
Belo. All the wom en discouraged h er , 

Rev. Edwin Mich elson surround ed b y mission school children from 
Soppo in the Cameroons, Afri ca. 

When we reached the m an 's com
pound I saw that. he re w as a village 
in itself. T here w ere seve ral dozen 
houses and as I r ode u p w ith m y 
horse ther e emerged from each hous2 
several women wi th ch ildren. I made 
the rem ark tha t " th is m an ough t to 
have a school r igh t in his own com
pound , and w hat a wonder ful place 
this wou ld be to have wom en 's m eet
ings.' · 

When we talked to the "b ig m an ," 
he agreed that the Catholics had 
v isited him, often p leading for ground 
for a school, but that he h ad refused 
to give it. He a lso p romised to send 
severa l boys from h is town to our 
Baptist School a t. Anyaj ua an hour 
away. Several weeks la te r our teach 
ers came, repor t ing t ha t a Catholic 
teacher had moved to the man's com
pound and had opened a school. 

F rom this compound has come one 
boy w ho passed Standard Six here 
at Belo last yea r a nd is now attend
ing the B ible School at Mbem. ·w hen 

but she begged them to let her come 
here and die if n eed be. 

So with fear in ou1· hearts , we 
prayed that God w ould help us t o 
save the life of this girl. With h umil
ity, we now thank and praise God, 
for the mother and her son are both 
with us and alive. This mor n ing after 
the ch ild was born, the old gran d 
mother who was staying w ith t he girl 
was very a nxious to go back h ome 
;ind spread the news. ~he said she 
had always heard that people re
ceived help here at Belo, but now she 
had seen with her own eyes. 

Today the mother asked what. the 
child's name was to be . I to~d her 
"Ngeh" w h ich means trouble in the 
native lang'L1age. S he did not seem 
sa tisfied; so un th ink ingly I said 
"Joseph." As I thought a bout it later, 
I realized how fitUngly the name is. 
Even as God used J oseph to save his 
brothers, so we rray that the coming 
of lit tle Joseph m ay be a help in w in
ning souls for Christ in this v illage. 
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In th e Brit ish Cam eroons m ajestic w aterfalls show the creative handiwork of God (right) and n ewly baptized conve rts r e fl ect th e 
glory of the Gosp el in th ei r li ves (left). 

Called to Be Saints of God 
Even the angels in heaven rejoice over such services held at Mbem in the 
g rassland interior of the Cameroons as described by MRS. LOIS AHRENS, 

missionary 

ONE M ORNING we we1·e awakened 
by the sound of ea r ly b ustle on the 
m ission compound a t M bem in the 
Cameroons. We were surpr ised until 
we remembered that there was to be 
a bnpti sm on this day. This meant 
that church £~rvices wou ld begin 
early . 

Some time later the chu rch began 
to fil l. It was resplenden t with hibis
cus blcssoms, mingled w i!h the s ing
ing or the beloved Afric:.m song, 
' ·Truly. we want to follow you, Je
sus." As we sang· w i th the nati ves 
our h zarts echoed these words and 
udcled. "'Thank you, Lord. for these 
new beli evers, and caese them to al
w ays love to follow t.hee.'" 

As we watched them s i:\ing in the 
front benches of the church , we were 
1 emindcd of the "Christian m eeti n g" 
held on the previous Wedne~d ~y, at 
w hich t ime these twenty-six new be
lie\'ers were examined by t.he church 
to sec whether they were fit candi 
dates for baptism and local church 
membP.rship. 

CA"-:DIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

First, the girls had been cal led into 
that meet ing. three at a 1 ime, because 
they were so frightened. They were 
properly shy, speaking w ith eyes 
lowered. as beccmcs a ll good A frican 
gi 1·J s when speaking in pub~ i c:. One 
girl comes from a notor io t s'y wir·kccl 
home. Her fat her and brother h<l\"C 
:;gain :.incl ugain propaguted lies about 
the Christ ians, m·ss1ona1 i ~s . < ur 
<c·huol ti nd lht> mi~sion. So intcme 
has bnen their hatred tor the th inl!S 
of Goel. Less than a yem· <JP:•> thi s g·irl 
w.1s IN! bv her brother into some 
shameful deeds. 

The Christians in the church knew 
her family a nd all of her past , a nd so 
ques' ioned he1· severely. O ne m an 
r ose to his feet and s a id, '·You know, 
G od wants us to ha ve a c lean church. 
When you join wi th th e rest c f us 
believers, we don' t wa nt to hear t ha t 
:vou've done something to brin g shame 
on J esus · name and ours . Wha t w ill 
you do if your famil y s hould n ow 
try to cause yo u to do e\·iI?" 

"Oh, .. she s:.i id, " I have u!re::: cly 
told t hem I believe in J esus, ;;nd w an t 
nothing to do w ith t he i1· evi l ways.'" 
. Another gi r l, one of the few w ho 
attend school, when asked, "Do you 
think you will go to heaven because 
cf th is water bupti sm ?" repl ied so 
d ear ly, "Oh no, God sa id , ' He tha t. 
hath the Son hath life' and I 've al
ready asked J esus to come into my 
hea r t and c!ean me fro m si n . Now I 
want people to know that I believe in 
him.'· As we looked a t th is girl tod ay 
we p rayed fo r specia l gui clti nce in her 
life . So often the few who a r e p r iv i
leged even to a sm all amount of edu
ca tion conside r themse lves fa r supe
l"ior to the i II i tcrate. 

NEW CREATURES I N CH RI ST 

Now the ma!e cnn didate:s were 
brough t into the meeting. on~ by one, 
< ncl usked about thei r fa ith in Ch r ist 
:is Savior. Most. cf them were lads 
from ou1· Bapti st miss i n scho,1! here 
at Mcem. One boy was so small that 
many of the olde r membNs s aid . 
·Thi s bo.v must wait; he cun not k now 
what he is doing. He',; fa r tco , m :1ll."' 
/ il!hough he is :-:ma ll , he hc;s been in 
ou r sehoul for fi ve years a lreaclv. 
hearing the c, spc l da ily. \Vhen l~e 
l'earcl the Pronouncr ment o f t he older 
C"h rist i :H:s. hi s face \VL>s con tortec! 

w ith disappointment. 
Then , howe ve1·, a noth e r C hristi an 

stood and said sim p ly: " J es us said. 
'Su ffer t he lit tl e ch ildren to com e 
unto me, a nd forbid them not, fo r of 
s uch is the king'dom of he::iven .' H 
J esus can take him, w hy s hou ldn ' t 
we!'" The boy was b apt ized on th is 
clay, and his fa ce shon e w ith glad ness, 
e\'en though some la ughed a t h im 
when he ente r ed the water. H e wns 
s itting on the 11 rst b ench in p rnyer 
m eeting tonigh t, and was the only 
one of the new converts present . 

Now as we obser ved these new 
crea tu res in Chr ist, we saw each one 
looking expec tantly a t the on e who 
was to cleli \·er the m orning m essage. 
Wha t ti wonderful message it was -
f~ l l of heart-searching fo r both be
ll ev~rs and sin ne rs, and thoro ug h ly 
Chnst- exalting ! Som e of the n at h ·e 
i1.1ust.ra tions b rought a sm ile to m is
sion a ry faces, but they were most 
Dpt. Alth ough the church was so full 
:~at a few htid to stand outside, 
is ten ing th ro ugh the open w indows. 

t h~re was a reverent hus h as the H oly 
S pi nt. applied the Word to ind iv idua l 
hearts . Of r:our se, some had come 
~ut of nothing m or e t han cu riosity. 

w hose ear s w e re s topped ·• T hese 
sa t q uietly, look ing from fac~ to face, 
to see what was w ri t ten the re . 

T H E BAP T I SM AL SERVICE 

., After the message from Matthew 
»"I ~ - l 7 : . • the cong rega t ion marched 
smglng, clown the rain-swollen s tream 
where tha b 1 · ~ a p 1s111 was held . T iley 
were led by the school hand incon·-
gruous ··s 1· 1 ' 

c • may seem to you at 
~i!ome . (l'vC' yet lo hear a school ba nd 

1a t doesn't m ake an American in
wardl y w ince' ) These happy chi !clren 
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were play ing an off-key version of 
"Mine, mine, mine, mine , J esus is 
m ine!" 

The crowd ga the red a t the bank s 
of the s tream and listened to an other 
brief m essage by the evangelist, 
Philip Ngong Nsh ing. He addressed 
the strangers and unbelievers, telling 
them tha t baptism was not a "juju "' 
or charm w hich would assure one of 
en t r ance into " the God - country" but 
that s uch l ife is found by coming to 
the Redeemer, G od 's S on, who paid 
the p rice for our sin. 

One by one , the twenty-six y oung 
people pub licly confessed Christ in 
bap t ism, t hei r faces showin g· their 
gladness. The crowd w as m ore quie t 
t han a t a ny p revious African baptism 
we had witnessed . .. that is, until 
our b aby embarrassed us by calling, 
"Ba," loud ly w hen he saw a boy of 
t ha t n am e step into the water. A tit
ter of amusement (indu lgent, I hope) 
rippled through the crowd. This b oy, 
B a, ta kes Billy (our son) for a r ide 
in the wagon every after noon, and 
B illy d early loves him. T he boy 
t aught Billy patiently to say his n ame, 
an d now when ever he spies h im iri 
ch ur ch or elsewhere he feels com
pelled gleefully to shou t his 
name. Howev er, b apt ismal qu iet soon 

r eigned again. 
Now came a triumphan t m a rch 

b ack to th e church. The people cut 
big banana leaves, p alm fronds.. 
h ibiscus, and various other foliage to 
wave rhy thmically ove rhead in their 
j oy. Seated in the church ag'ain, the 
new believers wer e given the h an d 
of fell ows hip and a S cripture verse 
to each for spiritual guidance, after 
w hich there w as close fellowship 
a round t he L ord's table. 

A t home the s tory would finish 
here . Not so in Africa! The Chris
tians had prepared a "feast," w h ich 
turned out to be m ore lik e African 
pot- luck. W hile t he food was being 
p repared , the people shuffled a round 
in a circle, singing songs of p raise 
and waving their fol iage. Nor d id th e 
feast end the day of fellowship, for 
th e Ch ristian s here in Africa feel it 
their du ty to lead each new Ch r is
t ian home singing as they go. It w as 
alm ost da rk w hen t hey h ad led t he 
last newly-baptized per son hom e in 
the r a in, b ut n o one seemed to be 
tired. 

We covet for each of these youn,; 
people and others like · t hem a life of 
spiritua l growth and godly u sefulness 
for the Savior. "B lessed are a ll t hey 
that pu t their trus t in H IM! " 

- Photo by UN A T IO NS 
These Mohammedan boys in th e Brit ish 
Cameroons r eadin g excerpts from the Koran 
in scr ibed on a tablet hav e p roba bly n ever 
heard the tru e story of Jesu s Ch rist a s 

Sa vior. 

"Whom God Hath Joined Together" 
The story of the wedding of Missionary Myrtle Hein and Engineer Jack 
Funnell a t Soppo, Africa, xeported by MRS. JUNE GOODMAN of Ndu, 

the Cameroons 

A uGUS T 30th w as a beau tiful d ay 
in which to be glad out he re in the 
Came roons of Africa . The s un shine 
t w inkled through the ra in at vary 
ing degrees. The two missionary 
h omes with their many guests a t 
Sop po a rose ea rly fo r the re was m uch 
to do, an d U1ere was to be much joy 
in store fo r all later in the d ay. 

By three o' clock in the afternoon 
e very thing w as r eady f or th e wed
ding. T he Bender M emorial Church 
was ready an d from its w indows one 
cou ld hea r the strain s of m usic as i t 
pou red forth from a port able or gan 
un der the able touch of Verna M ichel
son. T he gu ests, both black and w hite , 
began to fi ll the church pews and view 
the simple but beautiful decorations 
so a bly laid out by M issionary George 
Hender son in h is last few busy days, 
before he and his wife, Alma, sailed 
fo r home on f u rlough. 

Among the p a lm s and ca ndles a 
la rge, white, sa tin double h ear t e dged 
with a sm all r ed r uffle a nd p ie rced b y 
a silver arrow, signify ing true love , 
was b anked b y pa lm leaves on t he 
center of the sligh tly raised half 
circle platfor m . A w h ite, ruffled 
kneeling p illow rested gently on an 
im p rovised white car pet w hich ser ved 

as a walk way for the b ride and 
groom. 

With the cand les a ll glow in g, an 
eag·er grou p of fe llow- mission a ries 
and British fri ends (for ty in num ber ) 
besides ou r dearly loved b lack 
brethren waited . As th e fam ilia r 
strains of "Beca use" pou red for th 
from the t iny organ, Esther Schultz, 
the b rid esm a id , beau tifully dressed in 
pink and ca r ryin g a bouque t of r oses, 
made h e r way gr aceful ly to t he fron t . 
Next came swee t lit tle J u dy Miche l
son as flower girl sprinkling he r rose 
petals a nd preparing the way for t h e 
love ly bride, M iss Myrtle H e in . 
Myrtle's wedding dress was of w hite 
sheer m aterial , beautiful ly ad orned 
with a white finger t ip veil. H e r d a r k 
hair was caugh t u p with w h ite r oses 
and she carried a white Bible. 

As the weddin g music came to a 
sweet h ush , Mission a ry Kenne th 
Goodman in the p resence of G od and 
those assembled join ed togethe r in 
ma r r iage My r tle H ein and J ack S alte r 
Funnell by a d ouble r ing ser vice. 
Missiona ry Edwin Miche lson, fa th e r 
of the flower g irl , and close friend of 
both bride and g·room acted as b est 
ma n. 

Immedia te ly after t he ceremon y a 
reception was he ld in the h ome of 

the Rev . an d M rs . Edwin M iche lson. 
A love ly, w h ite, two- tier wedding· 
cake ser ved as the cen terpiece for t he 
br ide's table . The othe r ta bles were 
a ttra ctively decora ted w i th roses an d 
can dles. M any beau tifu l w eddin g 
gifts w e re d isplayed, including on e 
from the H ome O ffice. During the 
reception telegrams of cong ratula 
tion s from England , Ame r ica, and the 
Cameroons w e re r ead by the best man 
an d host , Edwin Miche lson . 

As dusk gathered, the guests made 
th e ir w ay to their h omes and th e 
bride and groom m ade the ir way to 
"F lamboya n t Cottage"' fo r a s hor t 
honeymoon b efor e retu r ning to their 
home at Bambui F arm s near Ba 
mencla . 

M r . F unnell is employed as a gov
er n ment engineer and h is present as
sign ment calls fo r the buildin g of <1 
la rge Agricult ura l School at Bmnbui 
Farms. However , w hen he a r r ived 
back in the Cameroons th ree mont hs 
ago h is first d uty cons is ted of re
decorating and mod ernizin g an old 
house into a lovely cottage for h is 
br ide, M yrtle. This he h as done in 
his apt way, even as to curtains, 
flo..,ver s, dressing table, an d a ll those 
little touch es w hich a re so dear to 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Rev. H. G. Dymmel Resigns 
The announcement of the resignation of the general missionary 

secretary because of illness 

AN EXPLANATION 

On November 20th the Rev. H. G. 
Dymmel presen ted his resigna tion in 
writing as general missionary secre
tary to t he membe rs of the General 
Missionary Committee. His letter to 
the committee giving the reasons for 
his decision follow. The General Mis
sionary Committee met a~ the Fores t 
P ark headquarters on December 6th 
and accepted his resignation w ith 
deep and sincere re grets. The com
mittee also acted on the appointment 
of a new ·general missionary secretary, 
about which more will be reported in 
a later issue. 

Mr. Dymmel served as home mis
sion secretary from 1944 to 1946. At 
the General Conference in 1946, held 
in Tacoma, Wash., he was elected gen
eral missiona ry secretary, succeeding 
Dr. William Kuhn. During the win ter 
of 1949-1950, Mr. Dymmel and the 
Rev. Fred F err is of Lorraine, Kansas, 
m ade a tour of the Cameroons mis
sion fields in Africa. His physical 
condition resulting in a nervous 
breakdown fi rst showed signs of a 
serious illness in the summer of 1950. 
All of us w ill want to remember h im 
and his family in our prayers. Letters 
and greetings can be sent to him a t 
7651 Monroe S t., Forest P ark, Ill. 

EDITOR. 

WHOM GOD HATH JOINED 
TOGETHER 

(Continued from P age 9) 

the heart of a w oman. 
As an official member of the Cam

eroons Bapt is t Mission we have lost 
Myrtle Hein, bu t as Mrs. J ack Fun
nell, her witness has not changed. We 
still consider he r one of us t ogether 
with her husband. If there was ever 
a crying need in the Cameroons, it is 
for an evangelistic effor t among the 
white government people . Less th an 
one percent of them attend church 
and even a smaller percent "think on 
\he t hings of Christ." 

So we as a mission ary staff feel and 
know assuredly i hat as Myrtle and 
Jack li ve a Chr istian l ife before t heir 
[ellow-workers, they can and will 
speak for Chr ist. "May t he Lord bless 
and keep them (Myrtle and J ack ) and 
make his face to shine upon them a nd 
give them peace" in their new li fe 
logether . 

THE LETTER OF RESIGNATION 

To the General Missionary Committee, 
North American Baptists, Inc., 
Forest Park, Ill . 

Dear. Brethren: 
I am g·rateful to God tha t it h as 

been my priv ilege dur ing these past 
ye ars to serve the missiona ry cause of 
our beloved denomination as General 
Missiona ry Secretary. 

God has blessed me in many ways 
in this ministry and I have always 
felt that I had the unde rstand ing an d 
support of the General Mission ary 
Committee. 

r regret deeply that my health w as 
such last summer that it beca me nec
essary for me to take a leave of ab
sence. 

Although my doctors assure me 
that my health is improving, their ad 
vice is that t he responsibilities of my 
position as General Missiona ry Sec
re tary would be too heavy for me at 
the present time. 

On the advice or my doctors , I am, 
the refore, t ender ing my res ign ation 
as Gene ra l Missiona ry Secr etary ef
fec tive as of December 31, 1950. 

Again thanking you for all of t he 
consideration and cooperation w hich 
you have en trusted to me and pray
ing tha t God may bless the miss ion
a ry work, I am 

F ait hfully yours, 
(signed) H. G. DYMMEL. 

·-·-·- , -·-·- •• - - - - - - f 

i THE 1951 ANNUAL i i is now a vailable! I 
j A beautiful picture album! I 
i I 
· An informative denominational ,. I . 
l : .::~::: ,.:~;::::,;·:~:: 1,. 

j ber of the family! 

i i i Get your copy NOW from your I 
i publication society agent or pas - l 
j_ tor or order directly from the I 

Roger William5 P ress. I I . 
I PRICE - 75 CENTS I 
• I 
la.- a-o-~o-11_0_0--.11-0-=a- 11-
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LEAFLETS 
Bible Reading Leaflet, 1951 - This 

four page illus trated leaflet pre
sents da ily Bible readings, p rayer 
requests, and inspiratio1rnl r ead
ing material. Secure copies from 
your pastor or wri te to head
quarters for them. 

Indian Mission Field Revised 
copies of this four-page leaflet 
about our Indian Mission in Al
berta, Canada, a re now available . 
Wri te to Box 6, Forest P ark, Ill., 
for them . 

Seminary Dedica tion, Jubilee and 
Convocation Program brochure 
with a tabulation of all church 
gifts and pledges to the Semina ry 
Building Fund. Individual copies 
w ill be sen t upon request by w rit
ing to Headquar ters , Box 6, F or
est P ark, Ill. 

Presenting the Nor th American Bap
tist Genera l Conference - Re 
vised edition of this 8 p age leaf
let w ith a complete denomina 
t ional ca lendar for 1951. An y 
number of these leaflets will be 
sent upon request. Write to Box 
6, Forest P ark, Ill. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
Rev. E. Bibelheimer 

Rt. 7, Box 596 
Tacoma, Wash. 

Rev. Phil. Daum 
Prince George 
British Columbia, Canada 

Rev. George A. Dunger 
100 Sta te Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 

Mr. Harold W. Gieseke 
1118 N. Carroll Ave. 

Dallas 4, Texas 

Rev . Rober t S. Hess 
894 S. 14th S treet 

Newark 8, N . J. 

Rev. J . C. Kraenzler 
Fredonia , Nor th Dakota 

Rev. J ames T. McNait' 
General Delivery 

Cranbrook, B . C ., Can ada 

Rev. A. Milner 
105 Arlington S t. 

Winnipeg, M an ., Can ada 

Miss R uby Salzman 
1054 S. 6th St. 

Kankakee, Ill. 

Rev. B . C. Schreiber 
428 E. Un ion Blvd. 

Bethlehem, p a . 

Rev. Carl Swyter 
Buffalo Center, Iowa 
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HOME FOR CHRIS™AS 
By MISS IDA GLEWWE 

of S t. Paul, Minnesota. 

Some folks travel from north to 
south, 

It's not a matter of clime or weather ; 
For the work of one's life may decide 

where we live, 
But the heart strings draw where 

old friends gather. 
And so it is true the whole world 

a round, 
\l\l'e'll meet many a friend - from 

world's end to end -
And pleasures and joys we'll be 

sharing. 

A CHRISTMAS WISH 

Down the ages hoa ry 
P eals the Song of Glory, 
Peace, and God's g·ood w ill. 
Other echoes die away ; 
But the song of Christmas Da y 
Echoes from the Judean hill, 
Ever clear and louder s till. 
Oh, m ay its holy, heavenly chime 
Make all thy life a Christmas time! 

- Unknown. 

CHRISTMAS HOUSE BLESSING 

Bless th e four corners of this house 
And the lintel b less; 
And bless the hear t h and bless the 

board , 
And bless each place of rest; 
And bless the door that opens wide 
To stranger, as to kin . 
And bless each crys tal w indow-pane 
T hat lets the s ta rligh t in ; 
And bless the rooftree overhead, 
And every s turdy wa ll. 
T he peace of Goel . . . the pe ace of 

man .. . 
T he peace of love .. . on all . 

- Arthur Guiterman. 

CHRISTMASTIDE 

Love came clown at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, Jove divine; 
L ove w as born a t Chr istmas, 
Star and angels gave the s ign . 
Worship we the Godhead, 
Love incarnate, Jove d ivine; 
Wor ship w e our J esus : 
B ut w herewith for sacred sign? 
Love sh all be our tok en, 
Love be yours and love be mine, 
Love to God and all men, 
Love for plea and gift and sign. . 

-Christina G. Rossetti. 

NO ROOM 

0 little town of Bethlehem, 
How could you choose that day 
To t urn the King of heaven 
So cruelly away? 
A-down the years the answ er comes 
In tones tinged deep with gloom, 
"I did not mean to be unkind, 
There merely was no room!" 

0 little inn of Bethlehem, 
How like we are to you! 
Our lives are crowded t o t he brim 
With this and that to do -
We're not unfriendly t o the King, 
We mean well, without doubt, 
We have no hostile feelings -
We merely crowd him out. 

-Unknown. 

"But un to you tha t fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise 
with healing in his wings .. .. .. " 
(Malachi 4:2a ). 
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CHRI STMAS DEEDS 
By REV. HERBERT L . KOCH 

of Florence, Colorado 
(Formerly pastor of the East Side 
Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois ). 

This Christmas let us share our faith 
With those w ho doubt and fear , 
" I am with thee," t he Christ still sai th, 
As a word of blessed cheer. 

This Christm as let us give new hope, 
To the suffering and despairing, 
And do this on a world-wide scope, 
With sacri fice and sharing. 

This Chr istmas let us give our love , 
To a world of gr eed and hate, 
And show men, they can rise above 
The power of sin and fate. 

This Christmas let us share the peace 
Which Christ al one can give, 
With t hose who seek from guilt 

r elease, 
And want for Chris t to live. 

This Christmas let us truly pray, 
"O Lord, Thy Kingdom come, 
May soon Thy coronation day, 
In regal splendor come." 

This Ch r is tmas let us lift our heads, 
With ex pectancy an d yearning, 
Free from d isturbing doubts and 

dreads, 
P1·epared for Christ's r eturning. 

t takes almost a city mannger and a full railroa d crew to run th e ela borate electrio 
. 1 

5eti.tp shown in the pictu re nbove. B uilt by Mr. and Mrs. A dolph Teicher t of St. Joseph 
t ra1Jl fo r their young son, the m inia ture railroad hns two complet e tcwns, t w o en i:ines 
MicJ1., Jll ultl tude of rolling s tock. 

and ~0 1mted on a table eight feet square, it tak es J>ractlcally a train ed en gin eer t o operate 
J\.J1tricate lnyout w h ich includes highways, t rees and sh r ubs ns w ell as a utornatiC\ 

the. 
1 

equip m en t . Every d etail i s com plete in the Teich er t setu1>. Th e h omes, buil t pa ins
trni~ gl:Y b y l\lrs . Teichert, have tiny curtains at the winclows, and one even h ns a tiny 
taloP crchecl ser en ely on th e roof. 

cat l' ,vo engines, one a powerful passen ger type locomotive, nn cl the other a chunky little 
1 Jl eng in e, ha ul lon g s t r in gs of car s a roun d the in t r icat e track layou ts. 'l'h cy st-.:!> 

swi tc tart and r everse a t the touch of a sw it ch , an d th e cars of the t rain can b e coupled 
and 5 coupled automatica lly . In m any homes the m ech anicnl trains will again be the 
or t1 llr of attraction nt this Christmas season. 
ccn te 
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e On Sunday afternoon, Nov. 2, the 
Rev. Fred Trautner of Beulah, N . 
Dak., had the joy of baptizing n ine 
converts in a joint baptismal service 
held at H ebron, N. Dak., with the 
Hebron Baptist Church. These ccn
verts were the fruits of a revival con
ducted at the Beulah Baptist Church 
with the Rev. 0. W. Dierks, evan
gelist. The Rev. C. Rempel of Hebron 
baptized three converts a t this sam e 
service. 

e The Rev. Paul Hintze has resigned 
as pastor of the Hager Mem orial Bap
tist Church of Prince George, Brit ish 
Columbia, after a ministry of two 
years dur ing which the membership 
of the church increased from 40 to 89. 
Since Dec. 1st he has been visiting 
with friends in Dallas, Texas. He 
hopes to retire from the active min
is try and to reside in Petrolia, Texas. 
The Rev. Phil. Daum is now serving 
as the pastor of the Prince George 
Church. 

e On Sunday, Nov. 12, the Rev. 
Frank Vening·a, pastor of the State 
Park Baptist Church of Peoria , Ill. , 
brought a provocative sermon on "A 
Preacher and His Congregation." Miss 
Ruby Salzman, Cameroons mission
ary, was the guest speaker at the 
services on Sunday , Dec. 3, with the 
Woman's Missionary Society in charge 
of the evening service. The Christ
mas cantata, "Glory to God"' by 
Charles F . Gounod, was presented by 
the church choir on Sunday m orning, 
Dec. 17. 

• The Clint.on Hill Baptist Church 
of Newark, New J ersey, has extended 
a call to the Rev. Robert S . H ess of 
Bethlehem, Pa., to become its pastor, 
to which a favorable response has 
been given. Mr. Hess will begin his 
pastorate in Newark on J an. 1, 1951. 
This church of more than 800 mem
bers is one of the largest and most 
influen tial churches in the area. Mr. 
Hess has been pastor of the Calva ry 
Church of Bethlehem since 1948. We 
wish both for the Clinton Hill Church 
and for Brother Hess a great ministry 
for Christ in the years to come! 

e Mr. E arl Abel, the son of the Rev. 
and Mrs. J. J . Abel of Sioux F alls, S. 
Dak., and a former student at the 
North American Baptist Seminary, is 
ser ving as pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Camillus, New York. He 
was ordained into the Gospel ministry 
on Sunday, Nov. 5th. This was also 
the 28th anniversary of the ordina-

lion of his father who presented his 
son w ith a Bible in behalf of the fam
ily. The Rev. and Mrs. J. J. Abel at
tended their son's ordina tion ser vice. 
The ordination sermon w as preached 
by Dr. Wilbour E. Saunders, president 
of Colgate- Rochester Divinity School. 

e On Sunday evening, Oct. 15, the 
Rev. Richard K . Mercer, Jr., pas!or 
of the Walnut Street CJ-.urch, New
ark, N. J., baptized five converts on 
confession of the ir faith in Chr ist. 
These persons from the immediate 
neighborhood were no t attending any 
church a year ago. On Monday eve
ning, Oct. l 6, a house to house visita
tion was carried out by members of 
the church board and Sunday School 
and other volunteers. The Wom an's 
Guild he ld a dinner on Wednesday 
even ing, Oct. 25, following which the 
film, "Out of the Dust," was shown. 

e Recently the Rev. L. P. Albus of 
Trenton, Ill., gave an address on 
"Present Trends in Education" to the 
Trenton Women's Club. The theme 
for the year's program is "Our Com
munity Studies." The club is com
posed of 84 wom en from all denomi
nations in Lhe community of Trenton. 
Miss Martha Ahrens of the Baptist 
Church is the club's president; Miss 
Florence Ranz is vice- presiden t; and 
Mrs. Edna W. Gieseke was leader of 
t he November program on "Our Com
munity Gives." All of these women 
are prominent membe rs of the Tren
ton Baptist Church . 

e The Berlin Ba ptist Church of Fre
donia, N. Dak., w ith stations at Berlin 
and Fredonia, has extended a call to 
the Rev. J. C. Kraenzler of Missoula, 
Mont., to which a favorable reply has 
been given. Mr. ·Kraenzler began his 
ministry at the Berlin Church on 
Dec. 1st, succeeding the Rev. P aul 
Hunsicker, now of the Shell Creek 
Church of Nebraska. During Mr. 
Kraenzler's pastorate of alm ost four 
years al the Bethel Church of Mis
soula, a Iola! of 61 members were 
added to the membership w ith 34 of 
these coming into the fel lowship by 
baptism. 

e The Rev. H. Renkema, who has 
been traveling in the interest of the 
Roger Willi ams Press during the past 
two years, has resigned and on Nov. 
l st brought his ministry to a close. 
He plans to rest for a while on his 
farm near Baileyville, Ill., before 
seeking further work in the pastoral 
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field. Mr. Renkema has completed 
two seasons of sacrificial labor in col
porlag"e work, promoting the inter 
ests of lhe P ublication Society. Many 
of our churches in the Eastern, Da
kot.a, Southwestern, Southern and 
Northwestern Conferences were vis
ited, and a much better understand
i n;: of the work done by the Society 
was brought to our people. 

e The Rev. George A . Dunger , fo1· 
mer missionary in the Ca meroons, 
Africa, is ser ving on the teaching staff 
of the Providence Bible Institute, 
P rov idence, Rhode Isla nd, and a lso 
assisting in lhe dean's office. The 
school has a student body of 500 stu 
dents wilh a facu lty of 35 instructors. 
The campus comprises two city blocks 
and consists of about 35 buildings, in
cluding a FM radio sta tion. Recently 
the Institute acquired the campus of 
the former Edgewood Junior College, 
together with a ll the equipment, in
cluding 7000 volumes in the library 
and a fully equipped la boratory. This 
new second campus is located about 
20 minutes' drive from the Capitol 
Hi II proper ty. 

• The I mmanuel Baptist Church of 
Kyle, Texas, observed Sunday School 
week in September with special rec
ognition to a ll teachers and officers. 
On Thursday night the entire Sunday 
School wi th fri ends m et in the church 
basement for a very delicious ban
quet. The Rev. H. J ohn Vanderbeck , 
pastor, presented the new Sunday 
School Standard which was adopted 
at th is meeting. On November 4th 
a feature length, na tural color film 
of the life and teachings of J esus, 
"The Pilg'rimage Play," was shown in 
the Kyle High School gymnasium. 
This was sponsored by the Baptist 
Sunday School. Everyone enjoyed t he 
beautiful photography and received n 
spiritual blessing. 

• Early in December Miss Margaret 
Lang returned to Nigeria, Africa, fo r 
another term of missionary service 
under the Sudan Interior Mission. She 
is a s ister of Dr. Geor g"e A. L ang, 
Seminary presiden t. She had been in 
this. country for her furlough since 
April 1950. She w ill be sta tioned at 
O'.o Agor, Ilorin, Nigeria, where she 
\~tll be in charge of t he mission s ta
tion. This w ill be her sixth term in 
Africa and the completion of 24 years 
<is. God·s servant in Africa. She spoke 
briefly at the midweek service of the 
Forest Park Baptist Church on 

l 
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\ Vednesday evening, Nov. 8, follow
ing messages by Miss Ruby Salzman 
and the Rev . S. Donald Ganstrom of 
the Cameroons Mission Field. 

9 Fol!O\\'ing an illness of 18 months, 
t he Re\·. William A. Zeckse r, aged 69, 
of Ripon, Wis., died at S t . Agnes 
Hospital in Fond du Lac, Wis., on 
Nov. 12. He received his training a t 
the Rocheste r Baptist Seminary and 
had helcl the following pastorates: 
Edenwolcl, Sask., 1915-1917; Greeley, 
Colo., 19 17- 1919; Gilchrest., Colo., 
1919-1923; Pound, Wis., 1923-1925; 
a nd Gillett, Wis., several years. Sur
viving are his widow; a son, Theodore 
of Ripon, Wis. ; three daughters, Mar
garet Louise of Milwaukee, Wis.; Mrs. 
Ha rvey Rosenau of Manawa, Wis., 
and Mrs. Earl Berndt of Ripon , Wis. 
The Rev. Theodore Jordan , assisted 
by the Re,·. Warren Thompson of 
Pound, Wis., -;on ducted the ser vice. 

O A luncheon and program were ar
ranged on Friday, Oct. 13, by the 
Ebenezer Baptis t Church of Van
couver, British Columbia, in honor of 
the Rev. R. K ern, pastor, a nd his 
family on thei r fou r th anniversary 
wi th the church. All branches of the 
church took part in the program and 
presented the family with a libera l 
monetary gift. On Nov. 5th during 
the Sunday School session 48 scholars 
were presented with Scripture m em
ory pins. Mrs. Erna Daum is th_e 
sponsor. At the quarterly busi
ness session the church voted 
to purchase five oak chairs for 
the communion table, two upholstered 
p ulpit chairs and a $2800 Heintzman 
g"rand piano. Six adult me1'.1bers 
were received into t he fe llowslup of 
the church on Sunday morning, Nov. 
5. The Woman's Mission Circle pre
sented its annual pngram on Sunday 
evening, Nov, 12. 

e On Tuesday, Oct. 17, the ministerial 
association of the Atla ntic Conferen~e 
for New York and v icin ity m et 111 
the Baptist Church of J am esburg •. N. 
J., for its quarter ly business meet111g. 
In the afternoon ten of the bret.hren 
and their wives attended the bus111css 
session. Annual election of officers 
was held with the fellowing resu~ts: 
p resident, Rev. V. J. Hammond, Firs~ 
Baptist Church J a mesburg, N. J., 

' F an secretary-treasurer, Rev. H. reem 
of Ebenezer Church , West New York, 
N J At 6:30 P.M. a turkey supper 

· · f the was served by the ladies o . 
church. This a lso was the occaswn 
for the use of the newly renov.ated 
kitchen. including new s teel cabrne \s 
and a new Norge gas r ange presented 
to the chu rch by the former B.~.P_.U. 
and Christian Endeavor Soc1et1es. 
Afler supper the association and fel
lowship adjourned to the ch urch 
a uditorium for the evening prayer 
service. The message was broug.ht 
by Re\·. Walter Damrau of th~ Pil
grim Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 

r·~~~;;;·;;;;~:~;;~;:;-·11 
ell December 31 - "Watchnig'ht l 

Worship Service"' by Miss i 
jl ~~~~ Schmidt, Rochester , 

1 January 7 - "Bible Men of 

I
I Prayer" by the Rev. G. K. j 

Zimmerman, Grand Forks, I. 
N. Dak. 

i • 
~o-.-~-~o-u_ a_ o_ a_ r:i a. 

A JOYOUS CHRIST1\'.IAS TO YOU 
ALL! 

To all the faithful readers of our 
column; to every one of the 7000 
CBYcT""H and the 37,000 Sunday School 
teachers and scholars in our churches; 
to pastors and friends from coast to 
coast and from Canada to the Gulf; 
and to our consecrated m issionaries 
at home and in Africa - our heartiest 
greetings and best wishes on this 
birthday of our King! We will think 
of you about your Christmas trees 
at home and at church an d pray that 
this blessed season may help you 
rea lize anew the tender m ercy of our 
God, whereby the Dayspring from on 
high - our Lord and Savior, h as 
visited us. May he give each of you 
light fo1· darkness and guide your feet 
in t.o the way of peace, and may the 
glow of this Christmastide illumine 
all the days of the new year, 1951 ! 

Your friends in Him, 

The Executive Committee of 
the North American Baptist 
Commissioned Youth and Sun-

day School Union. 

READ THE BIBLE WITH US! 

This w eek or next, be sure to secure 
your copy of the new 1951 North 
American Baptist Bible Reading Pro
gram from your pastor or superin
tendent, so you will be ready to start 
on January !st. To read the Word 
together will be great for our fellow
ship, and, best of all, our souls will 
be fed. Will you not resol ve now io 
read the Bible every day in 1951 ? 

MAYBE YOU COULD DO IT? 

The Durham, Kansas, Sunday 
School introduced the new Sund<iy 
School Standard a t a banquet of their 
teachers and officers. Placai·ds show
ing the ten points o[ our Standard 
were part of the h-1ble decorations. 
There was an inspirational add ress 
and then a round-table discussion of 
Sunday School plans and aims, led 
by Pastor Henry Baerg'. 
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Our Glencullen church in Oregon 
got down to bus iness this Fall with a 
Homecoming Week, which began w ith 
Rally Da:; and included an "old 
fashioned prayer meeting"'' on W ednes
day, and a pot-luck supper on Friday. 
The theme of the final Sunday eve
ning was "Kick Off," and every so
ciety in the church participated in 
getting the F all program off to a 
good start. Special speaker was Mr. 
Howard Roth of Immanuel Church , 
P ortland. 

.... ... ::;:': 

Why not work on a really serious 
"radio" program of special mus ic by 
your choir or youth group and a de
votional by your pastor? Record it 
by means of one of the modern re
cording devices; then take it out to 
your church shut-ins and play it for 
them. W hen you get proficient (not 
before!) , try to get a 15-minute spot 
on one of your local or near-by radio 
s tations. 

RAISE OUR STANDARD HIGH 

(Last in a series of pointed para
graphs on our new SUNDAY SCHOOL 
STANDARD. ) 

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL IS TO BE 
A PLANNED, LEADER-TRAINED 
SCHOOL 
Have you ever wondered how 

teachers can go on working year after 
year, maintaining their own enthu
siasm and spirit ual glow? It is only 
possible if they have an adequate 
spiritual diet, along with a good 
spiritual "work-out.."' Accordingly, 
your Conference Union suggests one 
good training class each year, with 75 
percent of your teachers and officers 
enrolled, and at least e ig'ht enthusi
astic teachers and officers meetings 
during the year , in w hich you discuss 
very frank ly the problems and aims 
of your school. At one of these have 
one of your b est. teachers prepare and 
teach a " model" lesson. Then, in a 
spirit of friendly criticism, s uggest the 
weak spots in the presentation. Even 
teachers must be taught! By gett ing 
together, your corps of teachers will 
gain a new sen se of unity and loyalty 
and even the smallest pupil in the be
g inners c lass will note the difference 
on Sunday m orning! 

In eight paragraphs we have 
covered the ten points of our new 
Standard. But standards. like church 
covenants, are only good if they arc 
lived out. How many North American 
Baptist Sunday Schools will meet 
these standards in 1951? We hope and 
pray that yours will! 
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And There Were Shepherds 
One of America's most beloved writers is author of this tender story of 
" the youngest shepherd" who, one Holy Night, found his dream come true. 

This beautiful story is reprinted from "The Christmas War Cry" 

D ARA and Azrael stood upon a 
housetop in J erusalem, talking. They 
were looking at the wide, high sky -
so clear and luminous and spiked 
with stars - and off toward the dis
tant hills. 

Over by the front wall, looking 
down into the street, their mothers 
talked of how hard it was to keep 
the house clean in a city, especially 
now that their children were grow
ing up. 

Azrael was a shepherd, home just 
now on a brief visit, and he and his 
mother had come in from next door 
to talk a little while. They had been 
nei·ghbors for years, and Azrael and 
Dara had grown up together from 
childhood. Azrael, as he stood ther.e 
in the starl ight, was looking at the 
sweet face of the g'irl and thinking 
how she had grown since he had been 
away. 

Suddenly she spoke. "People are 
talking much about the coming of 

By GRACE LIVINGSTON HILL 

Messiah, the Promised One," she said 
softly. "How I wish that he would 
come while we are living!" 

''Yes, that would be wonderful," 
said Azrael absently, t hinking how 
lovely she was with the starligh t 
making soft glints of light in her 
luminous eyes. 

"Yt.u know," she said , her face all 
..?light now as she looked up to him, 
"He might be born anywhere, in any 
household. I know women who are 
praying that he might be born in their 
home. Wouldn't it be wonderful to 
be related to a king? And, you know, 
Azrael, he may be even now upon 
the earth!"' 

"Oh, no, "' sa id Azrael quick ly, "that 
could not be! He would belong· to 
royalty. And there are s igns. People 
would know him. The wise ones 
would know." 

"Would they?" she q uestioned 
thoughtfully, that faraway look in her 
eyes. "I wonder." 

He did not know exactly how to 

"And the shepherds came with haste, and found Mary, an d Joseph, a nd the 
babe lying in a manger" (Luke 2:16). 

answer her. She was so lovely he did 
not like to spoil her d reams. 

"I would like him to come while 
we are alive," she said with her wist
ful smile. "I would like you to know 
him w ell. rt seems to me it would 
make a great difference in al l our 
lives. I often pray to God a bout it, 
;md ask him to please send him 
quickly.'' 

It was a very lender talk they had 
as they stood togethe r i:~ the s tar
light. All too soon the mothers called 
to them that they must go down. It 
was too cold to stay up there any 
longer. The night was crisp, the 
mothers reminded them, and Dara 
would be chilled. 

They went down reluctantly, but 
Azrael reached out to catch Dara's 
hand and help her down the stair, and 
then they stood outside again at the 
foot of the wall and talked a little 
longer before A!Zrael's mother w as 
ready to go. 

There was no further opportunity 
for Azrael and Dara to be alone aaain 
dur ing Azrael's vis it home, but both 
the boy and the gir l hid deep in t heir 
hearts the words that had been 
spoken on the housetop that evening", 
and as Azrael took h is way back to 
the green pas tures where his duty 
lay he carried with him a vision of 
Da ra and the look in her eyes as she 
had said good-bye. 

Dusk was jus t purpl ing into dark
ness on the Judean h ills as the group 
of shepherds gathered around the 
camp-fire and dropped down upon 
the grass, or stood about to tall< to
gether over the happenings of the day 
before they slept. ' 

The sheep were huddled comfort
ably about, not far from them, and 
the_ dogs crouched near, noses upon 
their paws. Softly the darkness set
tled about them. 

The ~ ight was cold, and rime of 
~rost fnngecl Llie grass here and there 
m unsheltered pl aces. The youngest 
sh~pherd, jus~ back from his trip to 
.fe1 usa!em, shivered as he went abou t 
g·athermg up wood and flinging it on 
the fire. He was half l istening to th 
others' ta lk, stepping softly that 11: 
should lose nothinu of wliat .th 

• . b eywere 
saym~, looking keenly now and then 
lowa1 cl the oldest shepherd who had 
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drawn his shepherd's cloak about him 
and was hovering near the blaze. 

They were talking about the tax 
that Caesar Augustus had levied on 
everybody; saying how unfair it was 
tha t one must t ravel to his n ative 
town to register, whe ther or not he 
was able to leave his work for so long. 
T wo of the shepherds talked angrily 
of t he ruling powers, and a third 
cursed the times that had invaded 
their quiet hills w ith systems and 
commands they dared not disobey. 

" It is our land!" said an arrog·ant 
one called Kedar. "What right have 
the Romans to say what we shall do, 
and where we shall pay?" 

"Let us sleep!" said a tired shep
herd dropping down near the fire with 
his cloak wrapped close about him. 

"We have tonight. Let us forget the 
tax, and rest!" 

T wo others flung themselves beside 
h im on the smooth grass. "Yes," they 
said, yawning and stretching out, 
"let us rest!" 

The youngest shepherd came and 
went w ith his armfuls of wood. At 
last h e too paused beside the fire. 

"Well what did you hear in Jeru
salem l~d?" asked Remaliah , t he old
est sh,epherd, in a kindly tone. "Wh at 
is new in the city?" 

Azrael stood thoughtfully watching 
the fire for a full minute before he 
answered. " I heard," he said de
liberately, looking up into the older 
man's face - " I heard a s trange 
thing! I had to wait near t he tem
ple for a funeral train to pass, and I 
heard two men talking. They were 
dressed like scribes and they sp~ke 
earnestly together. I was just belund 
them. They did n ot know r was t~ere, 
and I could not get by for a ti~e. 
They were talking about the ~ommg 
of the Promised One, the Messiah. It 
seems there is talk abroad that he 
may be coming soon." 

"You don't say!" said the oldest 
shepherd alertly. "Wh_at makes them 
think that the time is nearer th~~ 
it has been for thousands of years. 
Sit down, lad, and tell me m ore." 

Thev dropped down on the op
posite . s ide of the fire from the sleep
ers and talked at first in lowered 

tones. ·d" 
"I could not hea r all they sa1 ' 

said Azrael, "for the s treet_ was nai:
row and the crowds a t times were 
c!ense. But I gathered that astrono~
ers have been s tudying t~e _sacr.~d 
books and comparing their recor s 

·th ' the s ta rs and that there are 
\ VI ' h t new 
areat portents. It seems t a a . 
~tar one w hich has not shone smce 

' b ·1t ·s about to the pyramids were u1 , 1 
T h a ·d tha t the appear once more. ey s 1 . 

Books of the Prophets say something 

about a star." . "I 
"I know," said old Remahah .. 

learned that before I was taken sick 
and had to stop school and get ou~ on 
the hills. r was to have been a priest, 
you know.'' He spoke sadly, and the 
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" And this shall be a sign unto y ou; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, l ying in a manger" (Luke 2:12) 

lad looked up with sudden compassion 
in his face. 

"Oh, I d id not know," he said sym
pathetically. 

The oldest shepherd s ighed w ith an 
upward look. " It is as God w ills," he 
said quietly. 

Azrael waited a moment and then 
asked eagerly: "But what was it you 
learned that m ade you say, 'I know' 
in that tone?" 

His eyes s tudied the other earnestly. 
"The words are these,' ' said the 

oldest shepherd thoughtfully, " I shall 
see h im, but not now; I shall behold 
him, but not nigh: there shall come 
a S tar out of J acob, and a Scepter 
shall r ise out of Israel.' My father 
taught me those words a nd bade me 
watch for his coming all my life. He 
thought that Messiah might come dur
ing his own lifetime." 

Kedar, the arrogant shepherd, who 
had come to s tand near them now, 
t urned bright, unbelieving eyes on 
the oldes t shepherd and said with a 
sneer: "Bah! You don't mean to say 
that you believe all those old fables
now, after all these years? Ridiculous! 
Why, since the fathers fell asleep all 
th ings continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation." 

The oldest shepherd t urned rebuk
ing eyes upon the other man. "Cer
tainly, I believe! It is in the Holy 
Word. Did you not know t hat the 
Prophet intimates a long time of wait
ing?" His keen old eyes gleamed in 
the fireli ght. "He says, 'f shall see 
h im, but not now: I shall behold him 
but not nigh.' Il is a testing of our 
faith as a nation, don't you see?" 

The arrogant one laughed. "Why, 
nobody believes tha t folly any more," 
he jeered. 

"I do,'" said the ol dest shepherd, 
gravely. 

The youngest shepherd lifted up a 
firm chin and threw back a confident 
head. "And I !" he said solemnly . 
"I believe every word of Holy Writ." 

"Ha, ha!" jeered the arrogant one. 
"Of course that settles it! All wis
dom dies with you!" 

"How else would you have your 
sins forgiven if you do not s elieve? " 
asked the lad earnestly. 

"Why bothe r?" called a sleepy 
shepherd across the fire, "I'm going 
to sleep!" 

A silence fell upon the group. 
Some of them were thinking about 
that last question the young'est shep
herd had asked. 

The stars came out, one by one, but 
they seemed shy and exceedingly far 
away. 

Most of the weary shepherds slept, 
but the oldest shepherd stood resting 
against his crook. The youngest 
shepherd stood not far from him with 
folded arms, gazing into t he fire. 

At last, when even the arrogant 
shepherd seemed to be asleep, the 
lad Azrael looked up to Remaliah. "Do 
you remember where the Books say 
he is to be born?" he asked in a low 
tone. 

"Yes,"' murmured the old man, 
"Listen! This is what is written: 
'And thou Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, art not the least among the 
princes o.r Judah: for out of thee shall 
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come a Governor , that shall rule my 
people Israel'!" 

"Bethlehem!" said the lad. "Beth
lehem is not fa r away. But Bethlehem 
is only a little town! There are po 
palaces in there!" 

"Yes, I have been th inking of that!" 
said the old s hepherd. "The ways of 
God are past finding out, but that is 
what the Holy Book says ." 

The lad continued to stare though t
fully off toward the east, and by and 
by the old m an sat down on the s lop
ing hillside and rested his head for
ward on his knees as if he were pray
ing, 

The sky was clearer now, the stars 
more fixed and certain in their places. 
It seemed as if that hillside where 
the shepherds slept was the front seat 
of the whole wide world that night. 
The youngest shepherd coul d not 
sleep. He paced slowly back and 
forth. His thoughts were of the great 
possibilities that the future might 
hold, perhaps within the circle of his 
own lifetime. What d id it all m ean ? 
Was the Holy Word true, or was the 
arrogan t one r ight when he said all 
things had been as they were since 
the foundation of the world? 

It was just then tha t he noticed 
the brightness in the sky. It was 
spread ing out before him, almost as if 
a window in heaven were open. Sud
den ly it was above and all around 
him . ·with auick steps he was over 
by the fire -and touching the oldest 
shepherd on the shoulder. "Look!" he 
whispered. 

The oldest shepherd glanced up 
and then sprang to his feet. Suddenly 
the l ight grew brigh ter. The flocks 
stirred. The dog's whined and crept 
to thei r m asters' feet. 

The great sta r grew above them, 
and Azrael and Remaliah fell upon 
their knees before it. Then ou t of it 
there suddenly appeared an angel 
with glory-blinding garments and 
with lovely face and bright wings. 
Those who saw were tremblin g as 
they watched falling on t heir faces 
before him. 

The angel spoke, and his voice was 
like the sound of music. "Fear not : 
for, behold, I bring you good tiding's 
of great joy, which shall be to all 
people." 

For a moment Azrael though t it 
mig'ht be a dream. But no, there was 
old Remaliah upon his knees, and 
there was the doubter and the arro
ga nt one, looking stra ight a t the angel 
and t rembling with fear! No, it must 
be real! 

And the angel went on speaking. 
What was this he was saying? "For 
unto you is born th is day in the city 
of David a Savior , which is Chris t the 
L ord." 

Azrael's hea r t leaped up in g·rea t 
joy. Messia h h ad come! 

"And this shall be a sign unto you; 
Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, lying in a m anger." 
Now, r ight before their eyes the 

scene was changing. A multitude of 
brigh t angels suddenly burst from the 
glory points of the ligh t above, and 
sw armed down t he brigh t ter race. A 
great chorus burst forth; it · was like 
no m us ic ever heard on earth before . 
"Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, g·ood will toward men," 
they sang. 

Brea thlessly they l istened - Azr ael 
and Remaliah, the doubting one a nd 
the arrogant one, and two or three 
who had wakened, s leepy- eyed and 
t.rembling s till w ith fear, not su re if 
they w ere awake. 

Back up the golden s ta ir the angels 
winged their way, and the shaken, 
ecstatic little audience of shepherds 
knelt and watched them disappear. 

"Come! " cried Azrael when the last 
angel had withdrawn and the door of 
the heavens was closed, "Let us go 
now, even un to Bethlehem . 

The innkeeper lifted h is eybrows 
and laughed. "Over there in the sta
ble they say a child is born,'' he said 
carelessly, "but it is only a poor babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes ." 

The shepherds looked wonderingly 
a t one an other. 

"But t hat was to be the sign ," said 
Azrael eagerly. " Come!" 

They trooped past the wondering· 
innkeeper and the ga tekeepe1·, h u rry
ing down the stn1ggling pa th indi
cated. Arr ived at the stable, Azrael 
and Remaliah and two others went 
in shyly and knelt in adoration before 
that quiet manger- throne of the little 
Messiah; the others lingered outside, 
apparently disappointed at the hum 
ble scene. 

Out across the desert the l igh t of a 
great star was guiding a few wise 
men in their eager sea rch for Him, 
but the shepherds knew n othing of 
them as t hey reluctantly lef t that 
manger-throne and went slowly back 
to their sheep. 

" I shall serve h im a ll my days!" 
said Azrael joyfully to Remal iah , as 
!hey neared their cam p ag'ain. 

"Yes,·• said t he oldest shepherd. 
"We can neve r forget now that we 
have seen his face, really seen it. I 
have been believing in him for long 
years, bu t it is differen t to see hi s 
face!" 

Azrael walked s ilently a while, and 
both were q uiet, look ing up to the sky 
which had now softened to its normal 
deep midnight blue, w ith faraway 
s tars sprinkling over it like visitors 
who h ad called upon them , but now 
had gone on their appointed ways. 

"And now, wha t next?" gabbled 
one of the shepherds in an a ttempt at 
facetiousness. "Do we quit shepherd
ing and repor t at the palace? P er
haps we should have asked while we 
were in Bethleh em!" 

The oldest shepherd looked a t h im 
reprovingly . "We shall stay by our 
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s heep until he has need of us," he 
said quietly. "It may be his will t ha t 
we should be jus t shepherds all our 
days. But we shall be witnessing 
shepherds, shepherds who have looked 
in to the face of t.he Chris t, a nd know 
h im for om Savior. Perhaps tha t is 
a ll he will ever want of us." 

"Oh, I should n't be satisfied with 
just that," said a restless one, "not 
a fte r I took all t ha t long walk to 
Bethlehem in the middle of the night!" 

" But if that's what he wants, n oth
ing else could bring· joy!" said Azrael. 

"Oh, yes?" cried Nathan teasingly, 
"that's wha t you say now, when 
you've jus t seen h im. But wait! You're 
young . You will marry some d ay 
soon. r know the g irl you are prom
ised to. Dara. And w hen you are 
marr ied you r m ind will be upon your 
household. You will wan t a better 
job than just shepherdin g." 

"It will not be what I wan t," said 
Azrael firmly and with spirit, "but 
what he wants." 

"That's all very well for you to 
say," said Nathan sleepily, ' ·but ju.st 
wait t ill you talk with Dara a bout i t. 
Then you'll sing a different song. 
Girls have an eye to getting on in this 
world ." 

"Not Dara,' ' sa id Azrael softly. 

The next m orning Azrael went 
quietly a bout, still with tha t glow 
upon his fa ce. 

"You look as if you'd found a for
tune!" said the envious Nathan. 

" I have," said Azrael rad ian tly . 
"I've found my King, whom I sha ll 
serve all the days of my li fe!" 

Natha n gave him a wondering· look 
and passed on, but Remaliah watched 
him w henever he came that way, and 
toward evening he said as they were 
si t ting quietly after t heir e\·cning 
meal: "Azrael , where does lhe li ttle 
girl live, t he gi rl Dara whom you 
love?" 

Azrael gave his old fr iend a glow
ing smile. "Over a little beyond Beth 
lehem ," he sa id solftly, with a quick 
glance toward the other shepherds 
who were laughing a nd ta lking near
by. 

"So near !" said the old shepherd. 
Then , after a pause: "You would like 
to go and tell Dara about the star 
and the angels and the litt le Messiah 
w ho is born , would you not?" 

A bright look of longing went over 
Azrael's face like the quick flash of 
a sunbeam, but there was no sound 
of s ighing in his voice as he an
swered: "Oh , yes! But it will be 
sometime before I s hould leave my 
sheep again." There was wi stfulness 
in his eyes. 

It was not unti l most of the shep
herds were at last asleep that Re
maliah spoke again. " I have been 
t hinking,·• he said. "I need to send a 
message to my wife a bout some bus i
ness matters. I wonder if you would 
feel l ike tak ing it for me? My home 

•' 
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you know is ove1· just south of Beth
lehem. It would not be far for you 
to stop off and see your Dara for a 
few hours . I could care for your 
sheep, too, if you would like to go." 

"Would I !" exclaimed Azrael. 
W ith his b it of bread in his wallet, 

<tnd Rema liah 's m essage wrapped in 
a piece of sheep's sk in and stowed 
safely. Azrael slipped away into the 
sha dows of the dawning before the 
others were st irring. But he kept 
before h is memory the angel story 
and the smile of the little Messiah, 
tha t he migh t more vividly tell it a ll 
to Dara. 

Th at time u pon the h illside was 
one neither of them would forget.. 
Dara's eyes grew wide wi th wonder 
as he told her in awed tones the won
d ro us story. Over and over again he 
had to tell it, fo r it seemed that Da ra 
could ne ve1· have her fi ll of it. 

' ·Of course," she had said w ith that 
look of utter trust upon her face, 
"we w ill serve him wherever he 
wants us to be. Out in the fields with 
the sheep if he wills, or in the palace 
if he should call - it matters not. 
\\'here. And because you have seen 
him you rself, he w ill always be al ive 
<tnd rea l to me!" 

Then !he days settled dow11 to the 
old rou tine a gain - wandering over 
g reen pastures, and bes ide s till wnters, 
a nd lying down a t night beneath the 
stars. 

Now and again the other shepherds 
would go awa y for a d a:>' or a few 
hours. and come back w ith news of 
the world ; bu t there seemed none that 
int erested Azrael. He wanted only to 
hca;- of news of his King. 

Bu t one nigh t Nathan came back 
w ith a snee r on his face . "Well, your 
Messiah isn' t I.urning· out so well," he 
said to Azrael, speaking so that all 
the others could hear. 

Azrael ga ve h im a clear, steady 
look b u t said noth ing . 

"i\.fen a ren 't accepting him as Mes
s iah. Did you k now 1 hat?" pers is ted 
Nathan . "And, w ha t is worse, Herod 
is opposed to h im. Some strangers 
from afa r ca me to inquire as lo .the 
place of his birth. As you ca n imagm~, 
tha t mad e He rod angry. He h as oi
cle red all babes two years old and 
under to be s laughtered. I ask you , 
what could we poo1· shepherds do?" 

" \Ve can believe," sa id Azrael 
( 'et lv " I sha ll a lways be comforted 1u1 . . l . ,. 
b v r em embe ring I ha\·e seen 11111· ,, 

. " \Ve il. you can 't see him an y m ore,. 
!':1 ic! Nat han witheringly. '·I have it 
from t.he keeper of the inn tha t ~he 

. tl · ha\·c hu1T1ecl babe and his mo 1e1 . . 
. E . t rt d uesn t look a\\'av rn lo 'gyp . 

mucl1 as if they thought he was rca ~ ly 
the Mess iah, if they giYe u p so ea~ily 
:ind nm ou t of the land at the fi rst 
>i!.!.n of clang\~r. does it?" . 

· .. r o:hall go on bclie \·ing," said Az
rnel. ··I shall be getting ready to sen c 

(Con ti nued on Page 23\ 
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THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTl\IAS 

"My, but I'm tired," sighed Mar t.ha 
Brown, sink ing into an easy chair 
after depositing an armf ul of bundles 
on the table. "These Chris tmas shop
ping trips certa inly wear one out." 

The doorbell sounded. It w as he r 
fri end, Ma ry Thompson. w ho had 
dropped in for a n afternoon cha t. 
Over a cup of coffee Martha continued 
he1· fo rmer l ine of thought.: '·You 
kno\\', e ven thoug h it is only a few 
days be fore Christmas , I can't g·et into 
the spirit of it this yea r. I' ll be glad 
when the holidays a re ove1·!" 

" The spii·it of Ch ristmas," mused 
Ma ry. " \Ve use tha t expression so 
much. I wonde r w hat we m ean by 
it.. Whe n you say, ' I can't get in to t he 
spiri t of Christmas,' exac tly w hat do 
you mean ?'' 

"Well, I never stopped lo a na lyze 
it befo1·e. Let's see - when I was a 
chi ld. Chris tmas w as the high poin t 
of the year. I suppose it w as t he 
spirit of an ticipa 1ion. t.he ex~itement 
of wonder ing what was 111 each 
pack age, and how t~e tree would look 
on Christmas mor n mg. B ut p resen ts 
hold li ttle wonde1· or exci tem ent fo r 
m e n O\\ " - and of course, the tree I 
ha \·e to trim myself." 

•·Yes, no doub t some o r the thri ll 
(1[ an ticipation is lost as we g row 
older," rejoined Ma ry -, "Du t . I fmc~ 
myself getting in to q uite n d ither ot 
p leasurable excitem ent as I \\'Onder 
hO\\' J ud.v w ill look \\'hC'n s he opens 

the b ox with the new doll I b ough t 
for her ; or how -grandma will feel 
when she sees t he sweater I knitted 
for her." 

'·You are a lways thinking of 
others, Mary. But tell me, w h ile we 
are on the subject, what else do you 
think would b e included in t he 
'Spirit of Christmas'?" 

"Good will toward all men, even 
strangers - - " 

"Toward all men! That's a laugh! 
After push ing· through those crowds 
of shoppers, and being r udely shoved 
around m yself, r find p recious little 
good will in my h ear t for a ny of them! 
Nor d id I see anyone el se show 'good 
will'." 

" I noticed a shabbily dressed 
woman stop to drop her last half dol
lar into the kettle of a Salvation Army 
Santa Claus,'' remarked Mary quietly. 
"But wouldn't you say that the center 
a nd heart of t he Chris tmas Spirit is 
g iv ing? ' ' 

" Giving, giving! What a headache 
tha t hus becom e. My Chris tmas list 
gets l onger every year. Some half
forgo1t en relatives of mine sudde nly 
decided to send me a present last yea r 
- so, of course, I have to send them 
one now. It's so hard to know what 
to choose for everybody. I bought a 
scarf for Cousin J ane, but I'm afraid 
she' ll have something more expensi\·e 
fo r me - and that would be so em
barrassing' - -" 

"I wonder , Martha," inter rupted 
Ma ry, " whether w e a re not forgett ing 
one essen t.ia l fact in our d iscussion ." 

"And wha t is tha t ?'' 
" I mean tha t unless the true spir it 

of Christmas is in the hea r t, t he out
w ard observance of Christmas can 
become a burden, an over-commer 
cialized holiday, o\·er which people 
wear themsel ves out in ela borate 
prepa ration. Take 'giv ing,' fo r in
stance, which we said was the cent0 r 
of t he Chr istmas spirit. Why do \\'e 
g i\·e, a nyway? I's it not because God 
gm·c the grea test gift. his Son. out o[ 
lo\'e t.oward us? Gratitude for that 
Gift is shown in our love toward 
God, expressed in love towa rds ou 1· 
fe llow-men. Let's not forge t t hat it is 
not t he m onetary \ 'alue of the gift . 
bu t the love wh ich accom panies it 
that makes it trnly valuable.' ' 

" In the last ana lysis," Mary \\'en t 
on, " I don't be lieve w e can 'get into' 
the S p iri t of Chris tmas: but rather. 
the S pir it o [ Ch r istm as IS l o\'C~. 
gra ti tude . good w ill in our hearts and 
souls. expressed at th is season oi the 

(Con tinued on P age 23 ) 
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Young People's Anniversary and 
Presentation of "The Lost 
Church" at K yle, Texas 

The Commissioned Baptist Yout h 
of the Immanuel Church of Kyle, 
T exas, observed its ann iversary on 
Sunday, Oct. 26th. The Rev. H. J ohn 
Van d_erbeck, pastor, had charge of 
the ins talla tion service of the new 
officers. "The Lost Church" by Dor
othy <;la rke Wi lson, a pageant play, 
was given by twelve members of the 
C.B.Y. 

On Wednesday evening, November 
1st, the mem bers of the church met 
with the First Methodist Church in 
K yle, a t which time the play, "T he 
L ost Church ,'' was given to a large 
audience. Then on November 9th the 
members of the cast were invited to 
the Westover Baptist Church in San 
Marcos, Texas, to give the same play. 
Everywhere the p lay was enjoyed by 
the listeners. 

Mrs. Kent Lengefeld, Report.er. 

Dedication of the New Building 
for the Elm Creek Church 
of Texas 

Sunday, Oct. 8th, marked one of 
the most important days in the his
tory or the E lm Creek B aptist Church 
of La Vernia, Texas. On that date 
a splendid building for the purpose 
of t he worship of God was dedicated. 
Our :iew house of worship is a sub
stan tial frame structure and is com
pletely white throughout, except for 
the doors. 
. Approxi mately 300 people ga thered 
m ~he afternoon to witness the dedi
cation service. T here were visitors 
from several of our conference 
churches: Cottonwood Church, Cen
tral Church of Waco, I mmanuel 
Church of Kyle, Greenvine Chu rch 
and the Canaan ChPrch of Crawford'. 
Also many of the members of nearby 
c~urches were present along with 
f11.ends and many former mem bers. 
' The Rev. Roy Williams of Coy City, 
~exas, _opened t he prog'ram with the 
invocation, followed by the Rev Wal
ter G. Gummelt who gave a bri~f his
tory of the church . After the s inging 
of t he dedication hymn, the Rev. J ohn 
'~anderb~ck of Kyle r ead the dedica
tion S~npture fol lowed by the Rev. 
J. 0. Z1JJen of_ Lorena, who led in the 
prayer of dedication. 

Our special music for the afternoon 
was furnished by Miss Betty Lou 
Gossen o~ Waco, Texas, who sang 
"Bless This House,'" accompanied by 

FROM THE FIELD 

Mrs. Roy Seibel. We were also p riv
ileged to hear a number from the 
Cottonwood Church choir . Miss Doris 
E ngelbr ech t of Cra wford w as the 
pianist fo r the service. The Re v. J oe 
McNamee of San Anton io, a forme1· 
supply pastor of the church, led in the 
dedication offering . E veryone pa rtici
pated wonderfully a nd a li ttle over 
$500 was g iven to help erase the debt 
on the new build ing. A very chal
lenging message w as brough t by the 
Rev. Roy Seibel of Waco, T exas. H e 
spoke on the da nger of the opportun
ity before us and how w e could 
chang·e tha t danger in to a b lessing. 

We thank the Lord for h is gu idance, 
and we are looking forwa rd to gr ea ter 
things in the f u ture. 

Walter G. Gummelt, P astor . 

Atlantic Conference 

Sessions of th e New England 
Association at the King's High 
way Church, Bridgepor t 

T he New Englan d Associa tion of 
the Nor th Amer ican Baptist General 
Conference held its 53rd annual meet
ing a t the King's H igh way Ba pt is t 
Church, Bridgeport , Conn. , on Oc
tober 22. The warm reception a f
forded visit ing delegates by the h ome 
church he lped to make t his confer
ence a time of fel lowship so cha ra c
teris ti c of t.he Chris tian Church, for 
S t . P aul refers to the church as " the 
fellowship of believers." 

The add i tion of three aggressive 
young min isters to the association 
during the past year is an indication 
of the blessings of God. The ne w men 
nre: Rev. C har les Lee, New Britain , 
Conn.; Rev. John 0. Strick land, New 
Jiaven . Conn.; and Rev. W ill iam K er
shaw, Boston , Mass. 

The a fternoon speaker was J?r. 
J esse W ilson of the American Baptist 
Missionary Socie ty. T aking a text 
from Romans Dr. Wi lson cha llenged 
a ll with the fact that J esus Chr ist is 
for the whole wor ld regardless of 
race, creed or color. All Chr istians 
must be m issiona ry Ch r istians lo be 
what Christ in tended. 

T he business reports indicated t~al 
ovee $5,000 had been given to m is
sions dur ing the past year . Our 
moderator, Mr. J ohn Luebeck of New 
Br itain, urged that nex t yea r . _we 
strive to double our missionary g1v111g 
tn help get the glori ous Gospel of 
Jesus Ch rist out to those who do not 
know our magnificent Savior .... 

A schol arship fund was m1hated 
by the Woman 's Missionary Union. It 
is to be used in lending financial as-
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sis tancc to any of our associa tion in 
train ing for Christian serv ice. During 
the past year one of our best kn own 
and best loved members, Mrs. Julia 
Berger of Bridgeport, wen t on lo be 
\\·ith the Lord at the age of 79 years. 

The Rev. Alfred Bernadt, fami liar 
to us through his work in the "Bap
tist Herald ," brough t a truly wonder 
ful message on "God the Creator" a t 
the clos ing e vening session. 

Robert M. A twater, Sec.-Treas. 

Southwestern Conference 

The Okla homa Association 
a t Bessie Con siders Theme, 
"The New Life in Ch ris t" 

On a windy October day, past green 
wheal growing in red soi l and cotton 
going to ma rke t, we arrived a t Bessie, 
Okla., to attend the Oklahoma As
sociat ion of North American Baptist 
Chu rches from Oct. 26 to 29. I n the 
clays to follow, the we lcome e xpressed 
by the pastor, Rev. Geo. W. Neubert, 
beca me definitely r ealized in the 
hospita lity a nd generosity of our 
hos ts. 

The spiritua l theme of the associ
a tion, "The New L ife in Chris t," based 
on Roma ns 8 was well ca r r ied out 
in the messages of Dr . Ralph Powell. 
Our spiritual experiences were en
riched by such expressions as - -
"Salva tion depends upon the facts of 
God's promises, n ot feelings;"' " We 
do not get r id or the old natu re w hen 
we become new in Chris t ; we receive 
a new nature with tendencies toward 
Christ. It depends on which we 
cultiva te;" "T he th ing' that matters 
most w ill determi ne your life," "Not 
onlv a clean life bu t a lso clear talk
ing- is necessar y for the Lord;" "We 
need to p rac tice the p resence of God . 
The p resen ce of certa in people makes 
a d ifference." 

Other addresses included the Rev. 
John F ische r from Colony w ho 
b rough t ou t tha t Chris tians a re be
hind in many things such as talents, 
wea lth , e tc., bu t of spiri tunl blessings 
or the hea rt there is no compara tive 
equa l (Acts 6:10) . Rev. 0. K . R inge
r ing of Shattuck revealed that the 
sain t.'s p rayers a re as sweet incense 
be fore God (Ps. 141 :2). Rev. P aul 
Leasure of Gotebo explained that 
Chr istian experience is expressed in 
lov~, di~cernment, s incer ity, and 
fnut (Phil. 1:1- 11). Re\· . Fred Fer
r is or L orra ine, K ansas, showed pic
t u res of h is t r ip .with Mr. Dymmel to 
Afr ica. 

Letters of the chu rches revealed an 
enthus iasm coming from God's bless
ings in growing interest in all de
pa rtments of the churches. Several 
churches decla red stirring revivals. 
J:'herc a rc two new church buildings. 
All churches have pastors. T he new 
congregation at Corn is seeming·ly 
~iaking a phenomena l growth. Rev. 
.,ohn Herr was the able moderator 
of the business sessions. 
~he Saturday evening young peo

pl~ s rally,, featured the fil m. "That 
Kid Buck . T he m usic specials were 
P.nhanced ~Y Dr. P owell 's cornet. 

Rev. Oliver K. Ringering, Reporter. 

.. 
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H omecoming Program for the 
Awoik Class of Baptist Chun h, 
La Salle, Colo. 

Members of the Awoik Class of the 
Fi rst Baptist Church of L a Salle, 
Colo., were hostesses a t an Awoik 
Homecoming for all girls w ho were 
former members on Monday evening, 
Oct. 31, a t the church. 

Miss F rances Meyer, president, 
opene d t he meeting with the group 
s inging the Awoik theme song, "Liv 
ing for J esus,'' and repea ling the 
121st P sa lm. Mrs. David Zimmerman , 
the Awoik sponsor, led the group in 
p rayer. Miss Meyer then we lcomed 
our guests. 

Mrs. Marjorie McNe il gave a most 
apprecia tive response in behalf of 
former members. Former members 
p resent were Mrs. McNeil, Mrs. Grace 
Moser, Mrs. Eleanor Rinke and Miss 
Margaret Sandau. 

Mrs. Virginia Jepsen presented the 
fo llowing program: read ing, "Seein' 
T h ings," by Irene Croissant; vocal 
duet, "Who Will Our Pilot Be?", by 
Betty Rinke a nd Ruth Zimmerman: 
readinl::, "Little Orphan Annie,'" by 
Mildred Schmidt; accordion solo, 
"Sweet Violets," by Norma L esse r . 
A "ghost" s tory to ld by the grou p 
cine! a spell ing bee concluded our e ve
ning's entert ainmen t. 

Norma L esser, Re por ter . 

Sessions of the Kansas Associ
a tion at the Bethany Baptist 
Church Near Vesper 

The Bethany Baptist Church near 
Vesper, Ka nsas, en ter tained the K an
sas Associa tion from Oct. 23 to 25. 
T he meetings were well attended. 

All of us were blessed through the 
m inist ry of Dr. George A. L ang of 
Sioux F a lls, S. Da k., ou r g'ues t 
speake1·. Dr. Lang brough t us five 
messages from the book of 1 J ohn, 
giving that book a new meaning. The 
work in the Cameroons was v ividly 
por tra yed as the Rev. F . G. Ferris 
of Lor raine, K ansas, showed the pic
tu res ta ken on his tri p to the field 
and brough t us a message concerning 
Africa's need. Our responsibility to 
ou1· loca l work was brough t to us in 
discussions of "How to co-ordina te 
the work of the Church" and "The 
Recreational Needs of Young P eople." 
Our hearts were e ncouraged as Mrs. 
Herma n J anzen and Mrs. Wm. Wirth 
gave Scripture Memory reports . 

Newly-elected officers a re: mode
rator, Rev. A. A. Stackhouse; vice
moderat.o r, Rev. L oyal F unk ; secre
ta ry, Rev. Wm. Trow; treasurer '. Rob
er t Wir th · membe rs of Scn pture 
l\Iemory Committee, Rev. Ha rold 
F ischer, Rev. Herbert Schauer ; m em
ber of Mission Com m ittee, Rev. John 
Kroeker · members of P rudentia l Com
mittee, Rev. T heo. Dons, Rev. Hen ry 
Baerg. 

Deleg'ates and v is itors who ~itendecl 
t he meet ings a re already look_mg for
ward to another t ime of blessm g next 
year w hen the associat ion will meet 
at the Strassburg Chu rch near Mar ion , 
Kansas. 

Mn. J . R. Kruegel, Reporter. 
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The Northslde Baptist Church of Hutchinson, Minn., sh owing the new steeple as a p art; 
of th e church"s r ecent r enovation p ro!!"ra m. 

Northwestern Conference 
........ -............................................................ -····· .. 
Church Improvemen ts, Birthday 
Supper and Missionary Sunday 
at Northside Church, Hutchinson 

The Nor thside Baptist Church of 
Hutchinson, Minn., recently com
pleted an extens ive progra m o f re
decora tion of the en tire church build 
ing. With the help of many mem bers 
nnd fri ends, it w as poss ible to com 
plete the work w ith but little cost. 

On Monday evening. Oct. 16t h. 
n1em bcrs and friends fi lled the church 
bnsemen t for a F ellowship Supper to 
wish thei r pastor "a happy birthd ay." 
Special musica l numbers and mes
sages by George McCl ellan and Reu
ben F ratzke made it a memor able oc
casion. The pastor, Rev. W. G. Ger
the, wns presented with a gift of 
money. 

A missionary conference was held 
in the Northside Church on Oct. 29t h , 
having as our guests the Rev. and 
M rs. Donald Ganstrom and fam ily. 
T he morning message by Mr. Gan 
st rom stirred ou r hear ts and pr c!"entc d 
to us 1 he need of a great.er missicmary 
c lTor l in our Cameroons m iss ion fields. 
The afternoon meeting was in ch arge 
of the L adies' Missionary Socicfy w ith 
l\Irs. Ganstrom as our speaker. \Ive 
were a lso p r ivileged to have "T he 
K ing's Stewards," quartet from our 

Seminary a t Sioux Fa lls, give their 
testimony in song. Dur ing the C.B.Y. 
hour, Mr. Gans trom sh owed p ictures 
and spoke to the young people. An
other insp iring mission m essage was 
brough t i!1 the evening Gospel hour , 
after which Mr. Ganstrom showed 
slides of the Cameroons. A t the clos
ing meeting an offer ing· w as tak en. 

Mrs. Karl Krueger , Repor ter. 

Promotion Sunday and Rally 
Da y Held by Bapt ist 
Sunday School, Elgin, Iowa 

September 29th was Promotion 
Sunday in t he Baptist Sunday School 
cf Elgin, Iowa. Also on that Sunday 
we held gradua tion exercises for a 
class from t he P rima ry to the Jun ior 
depa rt ments. These graduates wore 
grey caps and gowns and received 
diplomas and a Bible as a g"ift from 
the Sunday School. They held a brief 
ceremony at which they repeated the 
books of the Bible, the 23rd P salm, 
the Ten Commandments. the Lord's 
Prayer and the lOOt h Psalm from 
memory . 

On Sunday, October !st. we held 
our Rally Day program. Each class 
pci r l icipnted w ith special numbers. 
We had 170 in the Sunday School on 
Rally Day. October was designated 
ns Ra ll v Mon 1h and our attendance 
averaged 150. We pray tha t the L ord 
will continue to bless the e fforts put 
for th by our teachers and officers. 

Mrs. Ab e Habeger, Reporter. 

P rim ar y pupils of the Baptist Sunday School nt Elg in, I owa , who were p romote d into th e 
Junior Depa r tm en t at recen t Rally Day scn·ices. 
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Harvest and Mission Festival 
Fellowship Supper at 
Baptist Church, Watertown, Wis. 

On S unday, Oct. 29, the First Bap
~ist Church of Watertown, Wis., held 
its Harvest and Mission Festival. As 
we entered the sanctuary on Sunday 
morning and viewed the a rtistic dis
play of au tumn leaves, vegetables and 
frui ts, we were again reminded of the 
bountjful blessings that God had be
s towed upon us during the past year. 

Our pastor, t he Rev. Jothan G. 
Eenke, brough t us a timely mess<:ge 
on "Sacrificia l G iving," and the choir 
rendered two beauti[u l numbers. Our 
m ission offering· which amounted to 
SJ 67.67 will go to the Immigration 
F und to help bring those less fortu
nate refugees living in Germany to 
America so that they can enjoy some 
of the blessings, both m aterial and 
spiritual which we enjoy. 

Our midweek services of prayer 
and Bible study ha ve been a blessing 
to a ll those a t tending. Our studies 
h~ve centered around Bapt is t doc
ti:mes. On the last Wednesday eve
nmg of the month the various or<>an
ized groups of th~ church have been 
taking charge of the entire service. 

On Thursday evening, Nov. 2, the 
church had its annual Fe llowship 
Supper with 106 members and friends 
in a ttendance. The prog'ram con
sisted of each S unday School class 
rende1·ing a specia l number. a fter 
which colored pictures were shown. 

Mrs. Edgar Goetsch, Reporter. 

East Side Baptist Church, Chicago, 
Ill., on Sunday, Oct. 29. Our pas tor, 
the Rev. Henry R. Schroeder, spoke 
words of welcome and the Rev. Frank 
H. Vloyke, executive secretary, 
brought an inspiring a nd challenging 
message concerning our homes of to
c!ay, w hich many of us will long· re
member. 

Our beloved friend, Dr. Willia m 
Kuhn, offered the prayer of dedica
tion in the new hom e. The parsona<>e 
is a brick bungalow, cons isting 7>r 
study, living room, dining room, 
kitchen , bedroom a nd bath, a nd at
t&ched garage. Two rooms a re to b e 
fin ished u psta irs at a later date. The 
li\·ing room and st.udy face the front 
and either one ca n be entered from 
the front hall. 

The old pa rsonage held m any won 
derful memories for olde1· members. 
and as Dr. Kuhn said, "We nra v that 
the new buildi ng in yea rs · to · come 
may be a b lessing to the church a nd 
the cc mmuni ty for the honor and glory 
c f God and his beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ." 

Mrs. Ralph Schauer, Reporter. 

Dakota Conferenc e 

Ann ive1·sary Program of 
the Baptist Wom an's Missionary 
Society a t P arkston, S. D ak. 

On Monday evening. Nov. 6, the 
Ladief.' Missiona ry Circle o[ the Bap
ti st Church of P a rkston, S . Dale, held 

Tho pa rsonage or the East Sid e Baptist Ch u r c h , Chicago, llllnois, which was r ecentl y 
ded icated, a nd is now being occ upied by the Rev. a nd ~1 rs. JI. ll. Schroed e r . 

Central Confe::ence 
....... . .... • ··· .. ·• ··•··· ......................... ~···• · •··· ... 

Dedication of New Parsonage for 
the Eas t Side Church, 
Chicago, Illinois 

"Bl ess This Hcit·se•· fo r "Thine Is 
the G lory '" These were the songs 
\\" h ich were sung at the dedica tion 
sN\ i' c c f tl;e n<:w pars. 11-.,;e 1 f the 

its a nnual p rngram. 
.After t he int rod ucto1·y music by 

f:s' her Rieb, devotions and a speci<JI 
rnng by the wcmen, the president in 
C'hurge, r.J rs. Herb Ra de l, int I"Oducecl 
ll r. M. L. Leuschner of Fores t P a rk , 
i 11. , who s lH,wecl fi lms on the work 
l lrnt is being d one by our dcn omina 
tit. n t n the m ission field s in Afr ica 
:111cl <J llltms the l nd i<1ns of A lberta . 
C~·n-.cl a. These fi lms we1·e en joyed by 
C'\·e .. y1.11e pre~en t <.nd :_:.l\·e us ;Ii I a 
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clearer insight as to the work that is 
being· carried on. 

The program was in charge of the 
following committee: Mrs. Albert 
Radel, Mrs. Adolph Decker and Mrs. 
Helmuth Mehlhaff. An offerino
amounling lo $48.00 was received fo~ 
mission needs. 

During the year White Cross work 
was done, clothing w as sent to Ger
many and money and gi fts were sent 
to our denominationa l institutions. 
We a re endeavoring t.o carry out all 
the goals set up by the National 
Woma n's Missionary Union. May the 
L ord continue to b less our socie ty. 

Mrs. Fred Huether, Secretary. 

Annual Progr am and Activities 
of the Woman's Mission ar y 
Society, Tripp, S. Dak. 

The Woman's Miss iona ry Society 
of Tripp, S . Dak., meets every second 
Tuesd ay evening o( the month at the 
different homes of the members. Since 
ou r society has only eight members, 
we all take part in our meeting and 
enjoy it very much. 

Since the Rev. a nd Mrs. Alfred 
Weisser have been with us as pastor 
and wire, they have helped us in 
e very way. We have enjoyed the 
many bless ings that we cou ld share 
tog'e tJ1e r. 

In May we held a meeting together 
w ith the P arks ton Society and ob
served our annual birthday anniver
sa ry and Mother's Day program. Our 
society has dec ided to do one deed 
c<Jch m on th . We have contributed 
$30.00 to the Seminary in S ioux F alls 
a nd $15.00 t.o the Banso Hospital in 
the Cameroons. Our tota l income for 
the year was $ 177.89. 

Our officers a re as follows: presi
d ent, Miss Lenora Litz ; vice- president, 
l\ frs . Harold Lippert; secretary, Mrs. 
Ray W. Lippert; treasure r , Mrs. 
Amelia Peppmueller. 

We held out· annual program on 
Sunday evening, Nov. 5. Dr. M . L. 
L cuschner was gues t speaker and he 
u lso showed a Semina ry film. 

Mrs. Ray W. Lippe r t, Secretary. 

Farewell Reception for t he 
Rev. an d Mrs. Walter S te in of 
J\shley, N. Dak. 

On Sunday evening, Oct. 29 a fare
well ser vice was held by th~ Ashley 
Baptist Church of Ashley, N . Dak., 
for our pas tor a nd his wife, Rev. a nd 
Mrs. Wa lle r Stein, and son Murray 
who have gone to T yndall, S. Dak.. 
a f~er havin~ given us un tiring and 
faithful ser vice for a lmost five years. 

The prngram was in charge of the 
deacon , J acob HofTm an. Words of 
appre~ia ti on were spoken by repre
s~ntat1ves of the va rious organiza
t10ns from a ll three sla t.ions o f Ash 
ley, Joh annesta l and J ewell includ
ing' lh~ Sunday School, L ad{es' Aids, 
C.B.Y: s and Sunshine Club. Each 
organ iza ti on a lso presented the Steins 
with specia l g if ts . A free w ill offer
rn.g of cash was presented as a token 
ul love and a pprec;iation from the 
ch urch. 

. Mi:. and IV! rs . S tein expressed thei r 
JOY 111 workmg w ith the church a nd 
tnank~d the members for their co
epe rat ion. We d..,eply regre t t ha t t hey 
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ha ve left us but we feel that Ash
ley's loss has become Tynda ll 's ga in. 
We are prayerfully ant icipating the 
<J 1Tiva l of another pastor. May the 
Lord lead in such a way that our 
prayers may be a nswered before long. 

On the previous Thursday evening, 
the Woman's Mission Societies of 
Ashley , Johannesta l and Jewell held 
a joint meeting a t the As hley Baptist 
Church in honor of their faithful re
tiring president, Mrs. Walter Stein. 
A fine p rogram was given bv the 
women, followed by a social - h our 
with refreshments in the church par
lors. 

Mrs. Ca rl Fischer, Reporte r. 

Progress on the New Edifice for 
the Bismarck Baptist Church of 
North Dakota 

The construction of a church, as 
someone apt ly put it, is much like 
riding on a hig'hway. Much of the 
way is smooth but occasionally there 
are "bumpy'' p laces. 

Members and friends of the Bis
~narck Baptist Church, N. Dak., have 
Just come over a rough spot in the 
building of their new church - a 
trying period of two months of en
forced idleness in the progress of the 
work, watching the beau tifu l North 
Dakota F all days go by, w aiting for 
" the beginning of next week" to come 
when our shingles were scheduled 
to arrive. 

However, our downcas t spirits were 
lifted tremendously' on October 18 
when we sold our old church building 
to Mr. and Mrs. Virbil Woodin, own
ers of the Boelter F uneral Home next 
door . Nineteen years ago, when the 
futu re of the church looked very 
dark , one-half of the lot, on which the 
old church now s tands, was sold to 
Mrs. Woodin. 

Our new church building is loca ted 
on the corner of Eleventh Street and 
Avenue B, five blocks south of the 
Baptist Home for the Ag·ed. It is 74 
feet by 34 feet and will seat ap
proximately 325 people. It will have 
a stucco exterior. 

Our plans a t presen t are to m ove 
into the basement as soon as that is 
completed , abou t J anuary 1, 1951. If 
the work progresses favorably, we 
should like to dedicate the completed 
church in the Spring of 1951. 

Mrs. Edward Kary, Reporter. 

Inspira tional Sessions of the 
South Dakota Association at the 
Emery Baptist Church 

We are very happy to report about 
the spiritual blessings that were ours 
during the South Dakota Association 
sessions held at the Emery Baptist 
Church from Oct. 8 to 11. The first 
ser vice was held on Sunday evening 
with Rev. and Mrs. J ames Schubring 
of Unityville as program guests. Mr. 
Schubring brought the message of the 
evening and Mrs. Schubring favored 
us with several cornet solos. The sec
ond service was held on Monday eve
ning with Rev. Herbert Hiller of 
Madison bringing the message. A 
\ 'Deal solo by Mrs. Hiller was a lso 
much appreciated. 
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T h e B ismarck B aptist Church o f Bism a rck, N orth Dakota, under c-:n
slructio n in October with large sewage p ipes read y to b e laid in the str eet 

in fro n t or lhe church bu ild in g. 

On Tuesday morning, afte r taking 
care of some of the normal matters 
o( business, many m ore blessings 
were ours as different pastors of our 
association brough t messages on 
p hases of our conference theme : ''Now 
Is the Accep ted Time," and in the 
Spiri t of our conference motto: "Re
deem the Time for the Days Are 
E vil." During the T uesday morning 
and afternoon sessions the following 
topics were discussed: "Now Is the 
Time to Repent," Rev. H. Bronstad ; 
"Now Is the Time to Read Your 
Bible," Rev. B. F. Taylor; "Now Is 
the Time to Pray," Rev. L. H oeffner; 
"Now rs the Time to Live," Rev. D. 
S. Wipf; "Now Is the Time to Give,' ' 
Rev. G. W. Ru tsch; and "Now I s the 
Time to Dare," Rev. E. Gutsche. 

After the afternoon session the min
is ters enjoyed a short period of fel 
lowship with Prof. A. Bretschneider, 
who in a fatherly way shared some 
of his experiences wi1h us and chal- . 
Jenged each of us to greater service. 

The Tuesd ay evening program with 
its C.B.Y. and S.S. Workers· emphasis, 
was attended by a capacity crowd. 
The m essage by P rof. Bretschneider 
proved a real help a nd inspiration. 
The h ig'hligh t of the evening w as an 
offering for ou1· Cameroons Crusade 
of $496.83. 

On 1Nednesday morning, after de
votions and some matters of bus iness, 
the last group of topics were taken 
up as follows : "Now Is the Time to 
Be Saved," ~ev. Albert Ittermann ; 
"Now rs the Time to Love," Rev. P eter 
Geissler; "Now Is the Time to Work" 
Rev. Alfred Weisser ; and "Now l s the 
Time t.o be Still," Rev. 0. W . Brenner. 

The HIGHL IGHT and CLIMAX of 
our association meetings was the Mis
sionary Rally on Wednesday evening. 
It w as our pleasure to have Dr. 
George Lang, president of our Sem
i nary with us, who h ad charge of the 
installatien of the newly elected of
ficers. After a very challenging a nd 
heart searching message by our guest 
speaker, Missionary Donald Gan
strom , another offe1ing was received 
for the "Cameroons Crusade" amount
ing to $1 525.11. The total of all offer-

ings recei\'ed during the asscciation 
am ounted to $2155.79. 

T he newly e lected officers for the 
coming year are as follows : Rev. Al
fred Weisser of Parkston moderator · 
Rev. B. F. T aylor of Sioux Falls' 
v ice-moderator; Rev. H. Bronstad of 
Chancellor, secretary; Mr. E d. Wobig 
of Madison, treasurer 

D. S. Wipf, Reporter. 

Young People's Anniversary 
Progra m and Choir Concer t at 
F ifteenth S L Church, Los An geles 

Sunday afternoon, Oct. 29 was a 
festive occasion a t the Fifte~nth S t. 
Baptist Church of Los Angeles, Calif. 
The Commissioned Baptist Youth 
presented a fine anniversary program 
combined with an inspiring' choir 
concert. It warmed our hearts actu
ally to see our auditor ium filled to 
capacity for this service. 

W alter Heiman, our faithful presi
dent for many years, opened t he pro
g ram with a word of welcome to our 
m any fr iends. The choir, w hich num
bers a pproximately 36 voices, ren
dered five beautiful anthems. These 
were directed by our pastor the Rev 
E. Mittelstedt. Mrs. Ruth Wetzler i~ 
our . capable organist, not only for t he 
choir, but. a lso for our regular church 
servic~s as well. An excellent report 
was. g1,·e? by the C.B .Y. secretary, 
Lydia Wiebe, telling of the accom
p lishments and progress made during 
the past year. 

It was a joy to have Miss Hilda 
Tobert as our guest speaker for both 
the morning worship and the after
noon meeting. She has had a busy 
and fruitf ul ministl"y as missionary 
nurse a t the Banso Hospital in the 
Cameroons. 

After the program, we gathered in 
t he church parlor to enjoy light re
freshments and a time of Christian 
fellowship together. Helen Wetzler 
was in charge. The offering of $200 
was defignated for t he denominational 
Immigration Fund. 

Mrs. Esther Johnston, Reporter. 
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Young People's Sessions at · the 
Pacific Northwest Association 
Held at Startup, Wash. 

The ann ual meeting of the Pacific 
Northwest C.B.Y. and S.S. Workers' 
Union was held in Startup, Wash., on 
Oct. 21 , after an outing to nearby 
Camp Houston in the afternoon. A 
delicious banquet was served in the 
church auditorium and then t he en
thusiastic singing of choruses led by 
H enry Schmunk preceded the busi
n ess. 

Due to the absence of the president 
and first vice- president, Barbara 
Schauwecker, the second vice- presi
den t, presided. Even though we fell 
short 0f our project g·oal, God·s rich
est blessing was evident when a tota l 
of $2525 was reported. Our new proj
ect of $2000 will be divided between 
the Cameroons Bible School and the 
Christian Training Institute of Ed-

. · ·-• ··· -···- ··•··•··•··•··•· .. ··-····- ····--··•···•··•··•··•···--·-
Northern Conference 

The Saskatchewan Conference on 
Evangelism at !he Baptist 
Church, Nokomis, Sask. 

A time of spiritual blessing and in
spiration was in s tore for everyone 
\\·ho attended the Conference on 
Evangelism a t the Baptist Church of 
Nokomis, Sask., from Oct. 19 to 20. 
Even though road conditions were 
very poor, a fine group of delegates 
and pastors, representing the m a jority 
of our Saskatchewan churches, came 
out to attend and take part in the 
meeting's. 

After the open ing devotions led by 
the Rev. E. Thiessen, Mr. Alex Rich
ter spoke words of welcome on be
half cf the chu rch . The Rev. R. K an
\vischer as chairman !hen spoke about 
the purpose of tre conference and 
especially stressed its importance. 

Students in th e Seminary Chorus w hich led the academic procession into the Sioux Falls 
College Chapel on Sunday a fternoon, Nov. 5th, for the festi ve ser vice at which the Rev. 

Frank H. Woyke was honored with th e d egree of Doctor o1 Divinity. 

monton, thereby giving us a for
eign a nd home mission project. 

Newly elected officers of the as
sociation are : Ruth Miller, first vice
president; secretary, Violet Edinger ; 
and Rev. R. Kern as t he advisor. Our 
guest speaker, the Rev. J . C. Gunst, 
brought us a cha llenging message to 
follow Christ in concentration, dedi
cation and separation. 

Sunday afternoon's meeting con
vened in the Startup School gym
nasium. After severa l choruses and 
the Scripture readings roll call was 
taken with each g'roup represented 
giving a special number. The Ta 
coma group, with 58 members present, 
had the largest attendance. 

The installation of the new officers 
was led by Rev. R. K lingbeil of Col
fax, Wash. An offering of $75 was 
taken to be used for our new project. 
We were again privileged to have Mr. 
Gunst as our speaker urging us to 
use our talents for Christ. 

We are looking forward to our 
meeting in Missoula, Mont., next year, 
after being so r ichly blessed by God 
in Startup. 

Barbara Schauwecker, Reporter. 

We were privileged to have the Rev. 
I-I. Peifer of Edmonton , Al t.a., as our 
guest speaker and his inspiring lec
tu res on "Evangel;sm, Its P ower and 
P rogram ," "Preparing the Church for 
Evangelism," and "Visitat ion Evan 
gelism and Personal Soul Winning" 
will long be remembered. O ther 
speakers and their subjects were as 
follows: Rev. Mar tin De Boer on, 
"Where Are the People?,.; R ev. I-I. 
Schumacher on "The Technique of 
Evangelism;" and Rev. E. Nikkel on 
"E vangelistic Prog·ram in the Or gan
ized De partments of the Church." 
Rev. J ohn Engel led the morning de
votional period. 

Before the noon hour of the second 
day was reached, everyone felt that 
the time of the conference was too 
short and so it was decided that we 
continue also in t he a fternoon and 
have another evangelis tic ser vice in 
the evening. In t he afternoon Mr. 
Pfeifer spoke on the subject, "The 
Work of the Holy Spirit in E vangel
ism" and "After Conversion, What?" 
At the conclusion of these inspiring 
meetings we felt that the impact of 
th is conference on our lives will bear 
its fruit in time to come. 

R. Kanwischer, Repor ter. 

BAPTIST HERALD 

God's Glorious Blessings for 
Central Church, Edmonton, Alta., 
and the Lauderdale Mission 

S ince the rousing and royal recep
tion given to us when we began our 
ministry in June 1950 at the Central 
Baptist Church of Edmonton, Alta ., 
we have experienced glorious bless
ings at the hand of a loving and gra
cious God. With 21 new converts we 
s tepped into the baptisma l wa ters on 
Sunday, June 25, and extended to 
them and to eight others the hand of 
fellowsh ip on Sunday evening, J uly 2. 
At both occasions, the church was 
fi lled to capacity, and both the m ale 
and mixed choirs sang spiritual selec
tions to the delight of all. 

Further victory and t riumph have 
come to us by the working of God's 
Holy Spir it. Delig"hted by the s plen
d id response of the ch urch and all its 
organizations to the appeals and chal
lenge for a gr eater spi r ituality and 
faithfulness to God, we found the 
windows of heaven open to us. On 
Sunday evening, Sept. 17, we were 
again pri vileged to s tep into baptism al 
waters wiU1 13 new "babes" in 
Chris t. Before an ower f\ owing church 
they testified of t heir persona l fa ith 
in the Savior. On Sunday m orning, 
Oct. 1s t, the hand of fe llowship was 
ex tended lo them and to 24 others 
w ho came to us by let.ter or confes
sion of faith . Among them are many 
happy and grateful hearts of those 
w ho came recently from German y. 

H ardly a Sunday passes withou t 
newcomers in ou r ser vices. O u r Sun
day morning worship is in German 
while our Sunday evening services 
are in English, and in b oth ser vices 
t he working· of God's Holy Spir it 
is experienced. Anothe r p hase of our 
extens ive m ission field is the splendid 
development at our Mission S tation 
at Lauderdale, a f ew miles north of 
our city. The. Sunday School under 
the leadership of Willie Schubert is 
progressing steadi ly. It was a great 
day there on Sunday afternoon , Sept. 
24, when the H arvest Mission F es
tiva l was observed. 

The church was decorated very 
beautifully and the occasion was s ig 
nificant in two w ays. It was the e nd 
of our Sunday afternoon ser vices and 
Sunday School and the t riumphan t 
conclus ion of this phase of our work. 
On Sunday morning, Oct. 1s t, Sunday 
School began for the first time at the 
morning hour of 9:45 A.M. a nd was 
followed b y the German worship 
service. I n t he even ing, the Eng
lish service opened two weeks of re 
vival meetings. Night after n ight the 
chu rch was filled w ith hungry hearts 
and God gave m or e than anticipated. 
Se~vi ng m yself as evangelist, I was 
:issisted b y the Rev. Au gust Kraemer, 
and ihe Lord gave us 31 converts 

Dur ing the week from Oct. 2·2 to 
29 we were p r ivileged to conduct a 
Christian Training S tudy course. We 
were delighted to have the Rev. J. C. 
Gunst as the teacher and guest 
speaker . The r esponse to this course, 
"How To Win to Christ " was over
whelming and each night more tha n 
60 S unday School teachers and young 
people gathered to learn this art. 

Henry Pfeifer, Pastor. 

December 21, 1950 

AND THERE WERE SHEP
HERDS 

(Continued from P age 17) 
h im, whenever he shall call." 

"After a ll ," said another, "what do 
we know about the Messiah? How do 
we know he will not be just like other 
kings? Ha\·e we any real promise 
that he w ill pu t out the Romans, and 
save us from taxes, and make things 
better for us?" 

Then u p spoke old Remaliah. His 
voice was sternly beautiful: "We 
haYe h is own words of promise in 
the book of the Holy Prophets. Isaiah 
wrote: 'Comfort ye, comfort ye My 
people, saith you r God.' And t hen he 
goes ori to say: 'He sha ll feed his 
flock like a shepherd: he shall gather 
the lambs w ith his arm, and carry 
them in his bosom." S u rely shepherds 
can understand that! You think that 
could be said of him and he not ca re?,. 

They had never heard the oldest 
shepherd talk in this way before. He 
had always been so quiet and set 
apart that they had been half afraid 
t o talk with him. They listened now 
in si lence as the solemn voice went 
o n , speaking in language so foreign 
to their selfish ways of thought tha t 
it frightened them. 

" 'Behold, the Lord's hand is not 
s hortened, that it cannot save; neither 
his ear heavy, that it cannot hear. 
But y our iniquities have separa ted 
b etween you and your God, and your 
s ins have h id h is face from you , that 
he will not hear'." 

"Sins?'" .spoke up another. "Who 
said sins? What m akes you think we 
have s in ned, Rem aliah ?" 

"The Word of God says all have 
sinned and come short of the glory 
of God . But listen !" said the old 
shepherd, 'heard you ever words like 
!his? ' I, even I , a m he tha t blotteth 
out thy transg·ressions and sins.'' 

The s hepherds suddenly became 
si lent again while each reflected u pon 
this, thinking of t he sin for w h ich he 
mos t needed forgiveness. 

"And ii is all to come through this 
Messiah, this little K ing w ho w as 
promised: Oh, we dare not disbelieve 
in him!" 

T he old shepherd's voice died away 
in to a wide s ilence of awe . It was 
almost as if the voice of God him
self had been speaking to them all. 

Then, solftly, Azrael spoke. It was 
as a p rayer uttered, a vow r egistered: 
" I believe!., he said. "f wait!" 

The sky was very s till and starry and 
fa r away, the angelic glory a bright 
memory. There was only the sof t sound 
of the sheep b reathing as they slept, 
waiting for the time when they should 
be no long·er needed for sacrifice. To 
the s hepherds it almost seemed as 
though their sheep knew ins tinctively 
wha t they themselves had been so 
slow to believe - namely, that the 
other great Sacr ifice for the sins of 
m en was indeed come. 

WE, THE WOMEN 
(Continued from P age 17) 

year in a special w ay, but present at 
all times.'' 

"You make me feel asha med, 
Mary," Martha said soberly, "Of 
cou rse, you are right. I have let my
self become so caught up in the rush 
of prepara tions !hat I have almost 
lost t he true meaning of the day. I 
a m so glad that we had this chat, for 
it has helped me to see the true val ues, 
to get the right perspect ive again.'" 

" I am glad, too, Martha, and I am 
sure that you will experience the real 
thrill of anticipation, of good will , of 
giving, as you go abou t your prepa
rations in the spirit of him who gave 
the best Gift of all. - B u t I really 
must go now . J udy will be coming· 
home from school in a few minutes, 
and w ill wonder where 'momy' is. 
Goodbye, and thank you for a pleas
ant afternoon. ~' 

"Goodbye, Mary - thank you so 
much for coming.'' 

AT THE CHILDREN'S HOME 
(Continued from Pag·e 7) 

and thirteen for a short period. We 
have been readin g', " Why I Know 
There Is a God." A short discussion 
may follow and one o( the g roup leads 
in prayer. 

In the meantime Mrs. Runtz is back 
with !he little folks, reading some 
simple Bible storybook to them , and 
hearing their prayers , fir s t with the 
boys and then with the girls. Of 
course, there are in terruptions to th is 
program, and we are not ab le to carry 
it out always. But we do the best we 
can. 

There is at least one e\·ening dur
ing the week when there is a young 
people"s program at the church, 
w h ich all of the older ch ild ren attend. 
Most of this group a lso at tend the 
high school football and basketba II 
games. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

In this way we try to minis ter to 
the children, body, mind a nd spirit. 
We are not unmindful of the fac t that 
the Father in heaven m us t give his 
blessing to our every effort. Neither 
do we forget that the entire work is 
made possible by the generous giving 
of our people. We need not tell you 
tha t the living costs have i ncreased 
tremendously during !he past few 
years. 

This year, when the Ch ris tmas of
feri ng is received for the Children's 
Home, kindly try to visualize our 
work here. J esus Christ was born in 
a stable, and we cannot hel p that but 
we can help provide a good horn~ for 
some other children. May the spirit 
of Christmas dominate your g iving! 

P.age 23 

(A charge of five cents a line is made for 
all obitua ries, excep• fo r those of our pas
tors and their wives. If possible, lim it the 
o bituary notices to 250 words. Send them 
to the Editor , Box 6, Fores t P ark , Illinois.) 

1\'IRS. P AULI NE HICKMAN 
of Camrose, Alta,., Canada . 

Mrs. Pa uline H ickman, nee W iesner, of 
Camrose Alberta, began her ea rthly pil
gr image ' on June 11. 1877, in the dis trict 
of Rovno, Poland. In 1893 she was. mar
r ied to Ferdinand Hickman. w ho s ilently 
left her side for the life immortal during 
the bitter experiences of 1945. The union 
was blessed wi th eight children, a ll of 
them living in Germ a ny and Canada. 

I n 1946 Mrs. Hickman fel t the regen
erating power of God in her life. was bap
tized a nd joined the Bapt is t Church of 
P latendorf, Germany. One year later she 
came to Canada to spend th(' sunset hours 
of her life w ith her ch ildren, and also 
away from the horrors of war stricken 
Europe. Although she was appreciative fo r 
all the blessings th is land could offer her. 
she could never feel at home, for her 
spirit was desirous to depart and be with 
the Lord . 

On October 24 sh e retired for the night 
with a heavy heart. News from Germ:my 
:md her three children had greatly d is 
turbed her . More than ever her spiri t 
ycnrned for the Home not prepar ed by 
h ands of m en. It was during that night 
that another messenger came to h er and 
brought her the n ews. "Welcome home ... 
Gladly did our tleparted sister obey! A 
total of 73 years, 4 months and 13 days 
wa s the period of h er sojourn here in h er 
earthly tabernacle. 

Left behind to mourn her passing are 
her eight children: Julius and R ichard of 
Camrose: William. Agata (Mrs . Pohl) and 
Lydia of Edmonton: Helen . Emile and Hel
mut. a ll in German y; and 17 grandch ildren. 

The f uneral ser vice was conducted on 
Oct. 28. 1950 in the Bethany Baptist Church 
of Camrose. The u ndersigned directed t he 
mourners· thoughts to the words of the 
Apostle J ohn in Rev. 2:10. 

Beth any Baptist Church, 
Camrose. Alta .. Canada 

JOE SONNENBERG, Pastor. 

MISS GLADYS HOFF 
of Ven turia, North Dakota. 

Miss Gladys HolT, d aughter of Mr. and 
Mrs . Fred Hoff of Venturia. North Dakota. 
was born in Ventu ria on August 13 1929. 
She l ived all her life in Venturia. 'After 
a brief illness a n d having undergone 
surgery at the. Eureka Hospital. she passed 
away to be with her Lord on Nov. 3, 1950. 
She had reached the age of 21 years, 2 
mon ths. and 3 weeks. 

In 194 1 _s he gave her heart to the Lord. 
was _b~ptized by the Rev. A. G uenther, 
and Jome<:! the ch urch t he same year. She 
was n faithful member of the Venturia 
Baptist Church. where she was an ardent 
worker for her Lord. She was an active 
church work er, taught in t he Sunday 
School: was a faithful member of the you n g 
People .s group, ns well as of the Felicity 
Society. She was always willing to do her 
part for her Lord. 
~he1 had en tered h e r voca tion as a public 

f·c 100 teacher two years ago , and was 
~nown by many and loved by all w ho 
knew her. At the time of h e.r death she 
was tenching sch ool near Venturia ' 
1 S!1e leaves to mourn her passing her 
9vmg and d eeply snddenecl parents· sLx 
S •st~rs: Mrs. Melvin Hoffmann of Eben
czet, Sask.. _Canada; Mrs. Jacob Gegel
mann of Hahday. N . Dak., Thelma now 
~tudy~ng at tl~e No~·t~western Bible School 
in Mmneapoh s: Vivian. training at the 
8 1s marclt Hospital: Delores. at high school 
m :Wishek; and Loretta at home· her gricI
stricken fiance; one grandmother nnd n 
host of relatives and friends Th<' 11cv. A . 
Krombein of Eureka, s. Dak:, spoi<e wor~~ 
of comfort in the German lnillfuag1 ~e 
Phil. 1 :21, a nd the pastor spoJ<e on u 
8:52 in English. May God comfort the be
reaved. 

Venturia, North Dakota 
RAYMOND nrcKAU, Pastor. 
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