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@ Emil Brunner, world-famous Swiss 
theologian now on the faculty of the 
Japan International Christian Uni­
versity, served as the Earl lecturer 
during the 33rd annual pastoral con­
ference at the Pacific School of Re­
ligion in Berkeley, Calif., F eb. 15-17. 
Dr. Brunner had never spoken in this 
area before, and he will deliver no 
other lectures during his visit to this 
country. Major attention during the 
conference was centered on his lecture 
theme, "Faith, Love and Hope as 
Problems of Theology," and on an en­
larged program of classes, seminars 
and workshops. Methodist Bishop 
Gerald K enneay of Los Angeles le<l 
the services of worship. 

• Few entertainers have enj oyed the 
success of Dale Evans Rogers who, 
with her husband, Roy Rogers, en­
thrall. millions via television , movies, 
radio, rodeos and records. Despite 
the demands of such success, the 
popular couple have devoted increas­
ing attention to religious interests and 
Dale Evans Rogers' fi r s t book, "Ange l 
Unaware," sold nearly 400,000 copie<> 
in less than two years. Now the 
popular enter tainer has written an in·· 
spirational personal book, "My Spirit­
ual Diary" which was issued F ebruary 
14th by Fleming H . Revell Company, 
Westwood, N. J., publishers of "Angel 
Unaware," "Mr. J ones, Meet The 
.Master" and other relig ious books. 
Like her first book, all roya lties from 
the sale of "My Spiritual Diary" 
($2.00) will be contributed to a worthy 
cause-this time to the Clinic for the 
Study of Mental Retarda tion Chil ­
dren's H ospital Society of Los Angeles, 
California. 

• For the first time in 167 year s of 
congressional his tory, Senate and 
House members this year will have a 
special , secluded room for quiet medi­
'.ation at the na tiona l capitol , Wash-
1r.gton, D. C. An office just off the 
Capitol. rotunda-halfway between the 
House and Senate-has been re­
modeled for th is purpose. It is only 
abou t 17 feet square. The room wil i 
feature a large blue a nd wine-colored 
s tained glass window, lighted from 
behind ; a scroll representing the Ser­
mon on the Mount; a nd a n open book 
symbolizing the book of the Jaw. A 
large plain oak a ltar stands in fron t 
of the window. Chairs, spaced alon E( 
the soft blue walls, wil I be sepa rated 
by small wood screens for more com ­
plete privacy. Clergymen of the Ca th­
olic, J ewish, Protestan t and othe1· 
fa iths were consulted to see that mem­
be; s of all fa iths would fi nd the room 
suitable. The public will not be ad­
mitted. 
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~ The 1954 Christmas season marked 
the publication of a new Japanese 
Hymn Book. Five years ago the 
Hymnal Commission was asked to 
make a study of the hymnal. They 
found that over a third of the hymns 
in the former hymnal (published 23 
years cigo) are rarely used, either be­
ca use the tunes are not popular, or 
the words are too difficult. In the 
New Hymn Book 155 of the old hymns 
have been replaced by 117 new 
hymns. The trend has been to include 

e Rev. William Ax ling, aged 81, an 
American Baptist missionary who went 
to J apan first in 1901, was one of four 
persons officially commended as "hon­
orary citizens" of Tokyo before a 
crowd of 3,000 gathered recently at 
Hibiya public hall to commemorate 
an anniversary of the city. The other 
tl-:ree were Japanese. Dr. Axling is the 
first foreigner to become an honorary 
citizen of Tokyo. 

• A Pastors Convocation was held 
at Sioux Falls College, Sioux F alls, S. 
Dak., from J a nuar y 10- 12. The pas­
tors of 5 states, Nebraska, Iowa, Min­
nesota, and North and South Dakota, 
came together for conference, inspira ­
tion, and fellowship . They were taken 
ca re of on the campus and took their 
meals with the student body in the 
dining room. Among the outside speak­
ers were Dr. John W. Bailey, profes­
sor emeritus of New Testa ment Inter­
pretation at Berkeley Divinity School, 
California, and Dr. W. L. Jarvis, Bap­
tis t preacher of Australia. 

• Enrollment in Southern Baptist 
Sunday Schools increased in 1954 at 
a rate double that averaged in the 
1944- 1953 decade. Dr. J ames L. Sulli ­
van, executi ve secretary-treasurer of 
the Convention 's Sunday School Board, 
says that during the year the average 
gain for a ll Southern Baptist Sunday 
Schools was 20 pupils as compared to 
the average of 10 per year in the pre­
ceding decade and 2 per year in J 924-
~ 934. Dr. Sullivan also r eported major 
mcreases this year in the circulation of 
re ligious literature by the Board and 
its a ffil iates. 

9 With perhaps the highest standard 
of Jiving in Latin America, P anama is 
a fruitful fi eld of evangelism via ra­
dio'. according to P a ul Pretzig, radio 
station manager of HOXO, in "The 

more Japanese Chr istian hymns. Ter­
minology which is archaic or has no 
meaning to the average Japanese has 
been replaced by familiar wor ds 
from the J apanese vernacular. The 
most controversial aspect of the new 
publication which may stand in the 
way of i ts rapid adoption is t hat the 
Japanese words are printed across the 
page from left to right instead of the 
usual top to bottom system. The "J a ­
pan Christian Activity News," pub­
lished by the National Christian Coun­
cil of Japan, express the hope "that 
the younger generation will gladly 
take to the new edition and will grad­
ually bring about its adoption," 
though "rural and older people will 
find it difficult to adopt th is new 
system." 

Standard," Swedish Baptist weekly, 
U.S.A. HOXO, which went bankrup t 
as a commercial station, is now oper­
ated by two mission societies, and is 
one of five stations of the Pan-Amer­
ican Network. Billy Graham's "Houi· 
or' Decision" and other well-known 
gospel progra ms a re transmitted to 
all parts of Latin America, from Pan­
ama. 

• The Baptists of Beirut, Lebanon, 
enjoyed a day of international fellow­
ship when the U. S. Sixth Fleet was 
in port. The laying of the cornerstone 
for the new Baptis t church and school 
buildings had been scheduled for the 
clay, but the unexpected presence of 
fi fty American sailors at the ceremony 
grea tly blessed the event. At the close 
of the ceremony, by means of a n im­
provised baptistry in the open air 
Chaplain John Craven publicly bap~ 
tized five of his men, all recent con­
verts. Missionary Finlay M. Graham 
r epo1:ts it w~s "a great testimetny to 
Baptist teaching and practice." 

e At a Baylor University chapel ser v­
ice _ on Dec. 14, Jack Hamm, Waco 
a~·t1st whose r eligious cartoons are syn­
d icated weekly to 650 newspapers was 
presen ted with the American L _ 
g1on'.s 1954 editorial award for ca~­
toonmg. Hamm a former member of 
the Bay lor a rt faculty, gives his full 
t ime to production of t he r 1 . . 
dra · d · . e 1g10us 

:vmgs, istn buting them on a cost 
?as1s to ne:vspapers in all 48 sta tes and 
m 23 foreign countries H t · t 
the kl · e es lma es 

"".ee Y c,?ngregation for his "ser­
mon m print at 15 m 'l)' 
loon which won the hi I ion. The .c~r-
American Legion gh_ly competitive 
"Back th selection was titled 

on e Founctat' " d 
the Legion's "B k ton. It laude 

ac to God" t 
showing a map of the . . movemen , 
its base with a L . United S tates off 
stra ighten it. egionnaire trying to 

Into All the~ .. world ! 

T
HE BIBLE GOES FORTH into all the world, serving as God's mes­

senger of truth and revelation to all people and presen ting to 
them the way of salvation and life eternal. In the words of H enry 

van Dyke, "The Bible walks the ways of all t he world with familiar 
feet and enters land after land to find its own everywhere. It has 
learned to speak in hundreds of languages to the heart of man." 
The Bible is a timeless message, for it i:s divinely inspired and divinely 
revealed. Therefore, it is God's Word for all the world , even as h is 
love encompasses all the earth. 

The Christian testifies to the enlightening power of the Bible. Its 
revelation of Christ as S avior has opened the Christian's eyes of faith 
to "the true Light, whi·ch Tighteth every man that cometh into the 
world " (John 1:9). It is therefore his joy and duty as a Ch ristian ·.o 
send forth the Word into all the world in the assurance that it w ill 
illumine men's hearts everywhere, point them to the Savior, and save 
them from their sins. That is the power of light to penetrate the dark­
ness and to illumine the steps of all who walk in its b r ightness. 

Billy Graham, the evangelist, has called the Bible "the Book of 
Hope." "There is a hidden, unseen power in the Word of God that :is 
a mystery to the unbelieving world. It has been my God-given priv­
ilege during these few years to witness this power that is in the Word 
of God. It is awe-inspiring. What we are witnessing in this twentieth 
century is another experience of the Wor d of God becoming vocal 
among men and women of the w orld. " 

That is another way of saying that the greatest missionar y a nd 
evangelistic power in our day is the Bible. It is far greater than any 
Billy Graham or any missionary socie ty, for these are on ly hu man 
agencies in God's mighty work of reconciling men unto himself 
through Christ J esus. The Word is God speaking (becoming vocai) ·~o 
men a nd women everywhere. John R. Mott, one of the greatest Chris­
tians and missionary statesmen of our time, has aptly said: "The Bible 
is one silent, universal, irresistible missionary upon w hose influence 
the Church can always and everywhere absolutely depend." 

This divine fact of the Bibfe's influence into all the world adds 
glory and meaning to our observance of Bible Day on Sunday, March 
13. Our Publication Society renders a far greater minis try t han -~hat 
of printing the "Baptist Herald" and other papers and publishing our 
denominational literature. It is primarily devoted to a missionary 
outreach through the distribution of Bibles, New Tes taments a nd 
Christian literature so that God's Word can touch lives ever ywh ere 
with saving power. Toward this end, our Publication Society d is trib­
utes annually without charge thousands of copies of this W or d on our 
mission fields in the Cameroons, Japan, Austria, and among the 1n ­
dians and the Spanish-Americans of this continent, as w ell as among 
the immigrants and d isplaced persons in European immigrat ion camps 
before their sailing for America. 

Re member ~herefore the observance of Bible Day on March 13 
and this important work of our Pubfication Society. Through your 
gifts and prayer s help it to send God's Word in to all the worl d ' 
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I BAPTISTLAND I 

Another Baptist 
Chapel Rises Over 
Africa's Victoria 

By DR. PAUL GEBAUER, Field Superintenden t 
of the Cameroons Baptist Mission In seven weeks from th e cornerstone laying exercises to t.he dedication ser v­

ice the Newtown Chapel was built as another milestone for our Came roons 
' Baptist Mission 

O N OCTOBER 27, 1954, 57 Baptists 
gathered under Africa's sun on a piece 
of muddy ground, high above the din 
and dirt of a port town that was found­
ed by a Baptist missionary about 100 
years ago, to lay the cornerstone for 
anothe1· Baptist chapel in Baptistland. 
In front of this little group rolled the 
Atlan tic. In the d is tance loomed the 
Island of Fernando Po. To the right 
toward the 13,000 feet of volcanic life 
called Mount Cameroon and back of 
the 57 Baptists stretched the green 
acres and red r oofs that form your Vic­
toria Baptist Mission. This beautiful 
setting on the tropical October morn­
ing co u 1 d have run even Editor 
Leuschner out of superlatives. 

HISTORIC BEGINNINGS 
The historic significa nce of this dedi­

cation would have moved all of you 
equally had you been here to know 
and experience it. Here British a nd 
Jamaican Baptists began almost 100 
years ago. Here one Jone missionary 
couple established a haven for freed 
slaves and the British Fleet. Here one 
man dreamed a dream of a g rea t town 
to come and, accordingly, he pushed 
the tropical f o r e s t back from thi:: 

beach, laid out a town, built a chapel, 
mission station, homes for all who 
were persecuted for righteousness' 
sake and called the settlement after 
his queen, Victoria. 

Here he settled the Baptis ts whom 
Jesuitic Priestcraft had driven off the 
Island of Fernando Po. Here the Bap­
tist Missionary Society of London sold 
out to Basel Mission in 1886. Here your 
own first missionaries, t he Steffens of 
Trenton, Ill., in 1891 began their min­
istry lo the Cameroonians. Here the 
first au tonomous Baptist Church rose 
and fell and rose aga in. And out of 
that rising a nd falling group of Bap­
tis ts came the foundations of all t hat 
your missionaries to the Cameroons 
glory in today. This is Baptist his tory 
in Baptistland! 

Here 57 men a nd women gathered on 
Oct. 27, 1954, to lay a corners tone for 
a nother Baptist Chapel of Victoria. 
Your genera l secretary, Rev. R. Schil­
ke, was present as your witness. He 
preached the dedication sermon. He 
placed the box of records into a niche 
a nd sealed the spot with the corner­
stone. It was a great morning for him 
and all of us. 

A baptismal service on th e B elo field In the Cameroons, Africa, photographed by Rev. 
R. Schilke 
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It is one thing to dream dreams and 
quite another task to build upon it. 
This last task belongs to the Lawrences 
or Portland, Oregon. They are ou1· 
chapel builders. In the ir two years on 
the African field they have rebui lt 
the his toric Saker Memorial Chapel on 
Victoria's main street. They helped 
push Ndu chapel into existence. They 
helped erect Kumba chapel, and now 
they have put their shoulders to the 
Newtown dream. Newtown Baptists 
have grown out of their little thatched 
hut a nd need a better place of wor­
ship. They a nd your missionaries agree 
a nd sacri fice and labor together in 
this. 

These chapel builders a rc a unique 
pail'. Ben Lawrence has the knowledge, 
experience a nd drive. Margie Law­
rence provides the high gear for the 
drive, the necessary output as secre­
tary-treasurer , the mountains of food 
for ever-hungry 'Ben, a nd al l the 
mothercra ft to keep her two young­
s ters and Ben afloat and a-hopping in 
the tropics. Trini ty Church of Port­
la nd d id well when they sen t the two. 
Your chapel builders are now at t heir 
height of fun in Victoria's Newtown in 
Ol'del' that Secretary Schilke may have 
the honor of seeing Newtown Chapel 
under roof and be the firs t to preach 
in it before he leaves for home and 
you. 

THE DEDICATION SERVICE ON 
WED NESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1954 

T HIS IS WRITTEN in the town of 
Victoria of West Africa, a nd the day 
is December 15, 1954. 

About seven weeks ago your general 
secretary, Rev. R. Schilke, was here 
to lay the cornerstone for Newtown 
Chapel. Today he was here again to 
c!cd icate the completed building. I t 
appeared fast work to him to bui ld a 
modern chapel in seven weks, a nd it is! 

Seven weeks ago we saw the fi rst. 
row of cement blocks set into the wet, 
black soil. Today the s tructure is under 
a roof, held up by modern laminated 
arches. The squa re, solid tower rises 
high above the rows of tha tched huts 
an(I. doubtful streets. Its huge cross cam 

be seen by the incoming ships a nd the 
tower itself, once painted, may serve 
the pilots to bring the ir vessels safe 
into port. 

A l\'llND T O WORI\. 

The cornerstone of seven weeks ago 
has turned into another milestone in 
Baptist history. Credit is due to the 
Bapt ists who worked hard and steady, 
who gave p lenty of ti.me an? mone;y. 
The larger share of this cred it goes -.a 
the women-as always. Builder Law­
ence proclaimed it publ.icly tha t any 
one of these African ladies was worth 
two men. (The men of this land of men 
did not appreciate the remark!) 

Credit is due the singlemindedness 
of Deacon Carr, who pushed and 
pressed, plugged and preached and 

l ' ll ll l lll: IHl:lllll 1 11 1 1: 11 11 ll ll l lll il l I 1 11 1 I I I I ll lll lll~I 

~ A GOLDEN ILLUSTRATION ~ 

• A man came to the Rev. B. J. ;;; 
~- Howard, of Orange County, N. C., ~ 

and told h im of all the troubles ;; 
he· hacl had during the past yea r . ~ 

~ He wound up w ith: " I tell you ~ 
~ right now, preacher, it's enough ~ 
- to make a man lose his religion ." 
: "Seems to me, Jim," Mr. H ow- ~ 
- ard told hirn quietly, " it's enough 
- to make a l11an USE his religion." 
- -Clifton's "F ood for Thought," -
.. Los Angeles, Calif. -
1~ 1 •11 111 1 1 l h l 1 I I 1 11 I I l ll l II I I 11'1 I I I I 1 1 I ' I I~ 
prayed for this chapel like the w idow 
of old. But without the experienced 
guidance and actual help of Margie 
and Ben Lawrence, nothing would 
have happened in this place. Their re­
markable r ecord of two years of build­
ing everywhere in the Cameroons has 
been crowned with this achievement of 
the simple a nd modern place o[ wor­
ship in Newtown. More than credit is 
due to God who gave your Baptists "a 
mind to work." 

With these words from Nehemiah, 
the prophet, Mr. Schilke, fi ttingly be­
gan his sermon of ded ication, centered 
around these words from Leviticus 26: 
" I w ill set my ta bernacle among you : 
a nd my soul sha ll not abhor you. And 
I will wall< among you, and w ill be 
your God, and ye shall be my people." 

• 1n .. Your Secretary Africa 
B y DR. PAUL GEBAUER, Superintendent of the Cam eroons B aptist Mission 

y OU DID WELL IN d ispatching your 
general missionary secretary to Afri­
ca. This personal contact between 
home and field will benefit you ancl 
us alike, and for Rev. R. Schilke it 
should provide cer tainty for the mani­
fold decisions he has to make. You did 
well in sending him, and we thank you 
for th is touch from home. 

Let me say a t the outset tha t your 
representative '.'thrived" on his Afri­
can experience. He gained more than 
certainty and gi rth. No flies set tied on 
him out here except for the five sand­
flies that bit him at Soppo during the 
last day of his eight weeks among us. 
Some of us had expected him to b e 
troubled by insects a nd missionaries, 
by roads and horses, by heat and cold. 

Instead he declared the entire trip to 
have been one of his finest holiday~. 
Though he observed all the precau­
t ions that travel in the tropics require, 
he was much at home in this Africa 
a nd only once did I find him s lightlY 
out of breath, climbing Rom Hill. 
Once, at least, he found me out of 
breath, and that happened during the 
crossing of the Vakkude swamp. 

T RAVEL I N AFRI CA 

Missionary Ken Goodman crossed 
the swamp first. He flipped off his 
horse and reached the other side with 
very wet trousers. I followed with feel 
firmly placed on the horse's mane a nd 
landed on the other shore with a very 
wet seat. Mrs. June Goodman, third in 
this experiment, made it on the strong 
shoulders of a tall carrier. She landed 
w ith a smile. 

What followed he re left me speech­
less. Your secretary on horseback­
minus trousers! Having studied our 
three types of crossing, he decided on 
separation from h is newly acquired 
khaki trousers to get them across bone 
dry. H e succeeded. No photographic 
recor~ of his i) \.lcces5 exi~ t~. 

I ngenuity is one of your s~creta ry's 
talents. Another is his ability to take 
in at one glance a given situation to 
re-organize it for its own good , if 
needed. A swift and often uncanny in­
sight into human nature stood him in 
good stead out here. Missionaries are 
a peculiar lot, lo say the least, and 
thei r Africans are equally rare speci­
mens. To hand le groups of them as 
well as individuals is a delicate as­
signment. H e used his talent to an 
advantage. 

B ENEFITS OF THE TRIP 

What are the n et results of such a 
visft? The secretary will enumerate 
them for you, I hope, but I may here 
write of the benefits your African Mis­
s ion received while he was among us. 
First and foremost rates this personal 
contact between him and the mission­
aries, between him and your African 
Baptists. This personal touch is indis­
pensable in our years of the mechani­
zation of all things. With it comes tha1• 

personal knowledge of men and things, 
needs and places, of dreams and fail ­
ures, without which no one can admin­
ister successfully a Mission as large 
as yours. 

To have seen your vast investments 
in dollars and hopes will help your 
secretary in his recommendations. His 
opportunity to see each missionary in 
his own setting gave him the measure 
of each one of them. To have watched 
us at our Annual Conference and as 
F ield Council provided him with t he 
background material for the needed 
s treamlining of our field organization. 

Above all, Mr. Schilke had eight 
weeks of varied contacts and experi­
ences to gain a most personal convic­
tion about this African mission field, 
its personnel, its achievements a nd op­
portunities. Without such a conviction 
he should find his_ duties an ordeal, ·1 
wo~1lct say. Send him again! 

Rev. R. Schilke, general missionary secreta ry, brings the nwssage from God's Word at th e cornerstone layin g 
town Baptist Chapel in Africa before helping to put the cornerstone Into {'la~e 
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I NEW ERA I 

." .. Upon 
.. This 
Foundation!'' 

The first Cameroons Baptist Convention, held at 
Bamenda, British Cameroons, from Dec. 14 to 16, 

1954, was an historic occasion 

By REV. GILBERT SCHNEIDER, Missionary D r. Paul Geba ue r takes pictures of til e Baptist leaders who 
o rganized the Cameroons Baptist Conven tion at Bamen da i n 

September 1954 

THE FIRST OF the Annual Sessions 
of the Cameroons Baptist Convention 
is now recorded in history. It was held 
at Bamenda, British Cameroons, from 
December 14 to 16, 1954. It marked 
the beginning of a new era in our 
mission work here in the Cameroons. 
Dr. Paul Gebauer was unable to be 
present at this historic occasion and 
delegated me to be the Mission's rep­
resentative. 

· The following, then, is an account 
of t he proceedings of the convention. 

'J.lUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
Mr. D. N. Williams brought the 

openi.1g message from I Cor. 3:11 , "For 
other foundation can no man Jay than 
that is laid, which is J esus Christ." He 
challenged all present to be sure that 
the Convention was getting a good 
start and tnat the footing, or founda­
tion, on which we were now building 
be J esus Christ. The Convention can 
only stand firm and abide and expect 
a lasting reward if built upon t his 
foundation. Th~~- was his apt advice. 

After the welcome by Mr. A. N. 
Massa as temporary chairman, the roll 
call was heard. A tot<JL·of 89 churches 
and 108 delegates responded. Each 
elefegate was introduced to the Con­
vention. All were glad indeed to be 
among those privileged to be at this 
first meeting. 

Next on the program was the read­
ing of the constitution. A special com­
mittee had been appointed earlier in 
the year and the first draft of the 
constitution, which represented t heir 
work, was now r ead and discussed. 
Rev. R. Schilke and Dr. Paul Gebauer 
had appointed me to present certain 
suggested changes in the constitution, 
and these were all approved after a 
lively discussion on several matters. A 

unanimous vote was cast in favor of 
the constitution and everyone seemed 
pleased. In explaining the constitu­
tion, Mr. Haddison likened it to a "ma­
chine" which we must have in order 
to go ahead properly with the Con­
vention. 

VOTING BY SL ATES 
The election of officers and com­

mittees was the next item on the pro­
gram, and here several problems pre­
seri'ted themselves. Many of the dele­
gates could not r ead or wri te and t he 
delegates a ll agreed that the election 
should be secret. They said that they 
wished no one to influence their vot­
ing and this would be impossible by 
a standing or hand vote. 

Several small wooden "slates" were 
produced and each candidate for of­
fice came forward when the election 
for the office to which he was nomi­
nated was called . A clear symbol, such 
as a circle, triangle, parallel Jines, a 
crooked line, was made on the slates. 
The candidates for office were each 
given a slate and the delegates made 
the mark or symbol which was h eld by 
the candidate of their choice. The el ec­
tions were efficient and accurate and 
all were satisfied with this method of 
voting. 

The following were e lected as the 
first Executive Committee : president, 
Mr. A. N. Massa, Assistant School 
Manager, Ndu; vice-president, Mr. S. 
I. Ekema, School Manager, Soppo; sec­
r etary, Mr. D. Nyangangi, Bible School 
Student, Ndu; Treasurer, Mr. D. N. 
Williams, Teacher, Preliminary Tr ain­
ing Center, Soppo. After the election 
of officers, committee reports we re 
given on education anrl finance, which 
were well received by the Convention. 

In the evening service five choirs 
were formed anct each was given five 

minutes to sing. Each choir repre­
sented a different field in the mission 
work: Belo, Mbem, Ndu, Bamenda and 
Soppo, and competition was indeed 
great with each group trying to sur­
pass the other. Mr. Ndamsa closed the 
day's proceedings with a word from 
Ephesians 1:4 speaking on the theme, 
"We Are Chosen." 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
Mr . D. N. Nyangangi, speaking 0 11 

the thought, "Take up the Cross" 
from Matthew 16:24, suggested several 
ways in w hich the Cross is being 
carried today. Some drag it behind 
them; others h ide it in their pocket; 
still others hug it to their breast a nd 
consider it too precious to share. None 
of these ways was suggested by Jesus. 
He said we m ust take it UP so that 
all could see t he symbol of our wit­
ness. It is indeed a privilege to be a 
Cross- bearer in this life! 

The Church Polity Committee nex(. 
repor ted and brought the names or 
14 young men for ordination. The· 
procedure of ordination was discussed 
a nd a una nimous vote was cast to pr o­
ceed with the fi rst ordination of pas­
tors in the life of the Cameroons Bap­
tist Churches. Several older men had 
been ordained during the German 
times in the coastal area, but this is 
indeed a new venture in the life of 
the churches of the grasslands. 

Another recommendation was also 
passed which will change t he picture 
of our Baptist work in the Came roons. 
It was decided to allow laymen in good 
sianding, and appointed by t he locaJ 
church, to administer the Lord's Sup­
per and bapt ism until such a time 
when we have enough ordained minis­
ters to properly cany out these ordi­
nances and reach alJ our churches fre­
quently . 

BAPTIST H ERALq 

In the afternoon Rev. E. Ahrens ad­
d l'essed the Convention on the topic, 
"Principles of the Indigenous Church ." 
He pointed out that a church to be 
properly rooted in the soil of its ~wn 
environ ment must be self-governing, 
self-supporting and self-expending as 
a church. The missionary must allow 
the local church to gain and carry re­
sponsibility. It is time for the church~s 
of the Cameroons to stand on their 
own feet a nd be counted. To build and 
preserve the Church, the people must 
consider it their own, which means it 
must be completely indigenous. To­
ward this end this Convention must 
labor. 

THE INDIGENOUS CHURCH 

Mr. S. L. Ngando, speaking on t he 
theme, "Our Program of Education," 
gave a historical picture of the work 
of education in the mission. He saw 
in the process of schooling a wonder­
ful opportunity to bring the message 
of Jesus Christ to the Jost and also to 
integrate that message into the very 
fabric of the everyday life of the pu­
pil. He suggested to the Convention 
that they think seriously and pray 
towards the establishment of a Sec­
ondary School and a Girls' School in 
the Cameroons to meet our future 
needs of education. 
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~ ~ 
~,, A THOUGHT FOR THE DAY • 
;; "Be a hard master on yourself, ~ 
~ and be lenient to everybody ~ 

e lse." -Henry Ward Beecher • 
~1 1 11 111 11 1 11 1 11 1 11 1 1 11 11 1 •1 1 111 11 1 111111 1 11 11 1 11 1 11 111 1 11 1111 1 11 11 1 11 1 11 1 11 1 11~ 

A question a nd answer period was 
held in which the delegates were al­
lowed to become informed about any­
thing which was not clear to them in 
the Convention and its procedure. Be ­
fore the period was over , however, the 
old problems of polygam y, witchcraft 
and bribery were brought up as well. 
These q uestions were direc ted to the 
Church Polity Committee for discus­
cusion a nd suggestions to be heard at 
the next Convention meeting. 

The evening meeting witnessed Rev. 
E. A hrens in charge. Moving pictures 
of the various mission stations were 
shown and the public was invited. 
Ma ny people saw th eir fi rst movies 
a nd t he noise a nd commotion could 
not be controlled. The people were a l­
lowed to express their feeli ngs after­
wards a nd many admitted that they 
were a bit afraid. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER l G 

"Lord, Lord," was the subject of :i 

brief message by Mr. T . K wenchi. He 
chose t he passage found in Matthew 
7: 21 a nd admonished the delegates a nd 
t he Convention to seek the will of 
God. He pointed out t he fact that it is 
very easy to deceive our fellowmen, 
but it is utterly impossible to deceive 
the Father of us al l. Outward p iety 
a lso is a deceivE.ir and only those who 
seek the will of God will be citizens 
of heaven . 

F EBRUARY, 24, 1955 

BIBLE DAY 
Sunday, March 13, 1955 

!:). 

A Happy Observance 
by Sunday Schools 

and Churches 

Programs and recitation 
material have been sent 
to all S.S. superintendents 

Offerings for the distribution of Bibles and Christian literature to refugees 

and displaced persons in Germany, emigrating to America, and among 

the Spanish-America ns and Indians on our North American mission fields. 

"THE BIBLE FOR TODAY" 

Mr. Williams, the Convention t reas­
urer, brought several recommenda­
tions in reference to church financia l 
participation and other related mat ­
ters. The Conven tion voted that the 
nex t meeting should be held at Beb 
~om December 13 to 15, 1955. Mr. 

b a s s a• the Convention p resident 
rought th ' 

t ti e thanks of t he Convention o 1e Barn d 
station H en a church and Ba menda 
aries p.res:11;

1
; 0

• tha~ked the mission­
cli rection. Mr 

0~ then· s~g~estions and 
the Convenu~ · N ._ W1ll1ams closed 

n sessions with prayer 

{ 

SEND IT FORTH ! 

asking God's continued blessing on 
the work which was started here at 
Bamenda during these days. 

It was a wonderful experience to 
be present at the first Convention ses­
sions and to share in the bles~ings 

which all received . The Holy Spiri t 
was indeed working, since a fine spirit 
of unity and fervor was evident 
throughout. Mr. Ahrens and I share 
the enthusiasm of Peter and John 
when they said, "We cannot but speak 
of the things which we have seen and 
heard." 

Most of these Christian lead ers w h o h elped to organ ize U1e Came~oons Baptist C~nvcntlo~ 
· s t b 1954 wer e a lso presen t at the first Cam eroons Baptist Con ven tion, mcludlno 
Ill CJJ cm e r ·its vresidcn t, Mr. Abel N. l\lassa (front row, extr eme loft) . 
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R ev. R. Schilke add resses a large crowd of n atives ln Belo on his vis it to the Cameroons l\llsslon Field ( left ); and he d edicates the 
bronze p laqu e a t lite Girl's Sch ool in Soppo which was the mission project of t h e T emple B a ptist Sunday School, B u ffa lo, N. Y. 

At the Cameroons Conference Table 
By REV. R. SCHILKE, Gener al Missionary Secretar y 

lIJH EN THE APOSTLE PAUL in­
cluded Rome in his itinerary, he did 
not do so merely because he wanted 
to see that great metropolis, but rath­
er "that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be 
established" (Rom. 1.12). When the 
General Missionary Committee re­
quested me to visit our mission field in 
the British Cameroons, I proposed t hat 
my visit should coincide with the con­
vening of the Annual Missionary Con­
ference in the British Cameroons in 
order that I might be of t he greatest 
possi ble help in mutually discussing 
the work of missions with our mission­
aries and a lso imparting unto them, 
in the words of Paul, "some spiritual 
gift." 

The latter was to be done through 
a series of Bible studies on Paul's let­
ter to the Ephesians, accepting there­
with an invitation by the chairman of 
the Conference, Dr. L . M. Chaffee, to 
choose, if possible, the letter of Ephe­
sians for the daily Bible study period 
of the conference week. This annual 
conference convened at Banso from 
November 23-30, 1954. 

BEEHIVE OF ACTIVITY 
Banso Baptist Hospital is truly a 

beehive of activity. Of this I became 
fully aware when in the company of 
our field superintendent, Dr. Paul Ge­
ba uer, I toured our various mission 
s tations prior to the conference, and 
so on Nov. 5 came to Banso to get a 
preview of the setting of this year's 
missiona ry conference. 

• . . P.ie,tures in color can familia rize you 
with a given setting in a most w on­
derful way. You do not feel strange 
in such a setting when you see it in 
1·eality. Yet it is then tha t you r ealize 
that pictures alone cannot tell the full 
s tory. Some 65 miles to the n ortheast 
of Bamenda, across mounta ins and 
v~lleys, around endless curves and past 
p1cturesq~e waterfalls, lies Banso Bap­
tist Hospital. Its name with the cross 
~re~ts the tra veler on the highway and 
mv1tes those in need to stop and find 
physical as well as spiritual healing 
a1 t his pla ce. 
. Leading to the left of j.he highway 
Just pas t t he 'entrance is t he cl.inic and 
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out -patient ward which, for the time 
being until an operating theater is 
built, also includes the operating room. 
It is here w here every morning peo­
ple gather and wait for the doctor a nd 
nurses to a ppear a nd minister to them 
in their need. It is a lso here in t he 
waiting room where the enti re hospi­
tal personne l daily assembles for its 
devotions to gather spiritual s treng th 
for the tasks of the day. 

This clinic and out-patient ward has 
been e rected as a memoria l to August 
Steffens, first American missiona ry to 
the Cameroons (1 891-1893), and made 
poss ible by the ·generous gift of Mrs. 
Amelia Steffens, sister-in-law to this 
first American pioneer missionary. 

Next, diagonally across from this 
clinic, you come to the men 's ward 
cons is ting of 30 beds and usually filled 
beyond capacity. Parallel with it, b ut 
farthe r back, you come to the women's 
wa rd, also consisting of 30 beds. Ex­
tended lo the left of this and similar 
in size is the children's ward of about 
10 beds, the maternity ward of 12 
beds and the maternity clinic and 
mothers' delivery room. To the left of 
the latter, and crossing a t right a ngles 
is a class l'oom and store room. Thi~ 
classroom served as the a ssembly room 
for the week of the conference. 

$50,000 OF BUILDINGS 

To the back of these hospital bui ld­
ings and somewhat at a lower terrace­
like elevation are several staff quar­
ter buildings. To the right of the 
highway, leading up a flight of steps on 
a terrace-like pla tea u, with a moun ­
ta in in the background, is the duplex 
nurses home, and at the left of it, 
si:veral hundred feet away, on a s till 
higher plateau is the doctor's home. 
There is still ample r oom for a nother 
nurses duple x to the right of the pres­
ent one. 

All of this has been erected a t a 
tota l cos t of a bout $50,000, including 
m~ch of the equipment. In comparison 
with other hospital centers in the 
Cam~roons, this is a conservative ex­
pend1tul'e and w e ar e indeed indebted 
to the builder, Mr. Ernest Hildebrand 
who in his t wo and one-half yeal's of 

ser vice gave such a monumental serv­
ice to our m ission . 

On J une 15th these hospital grounds 
and buildings were dedicated to God 
amidst a colol'ful a rray of native au­
thorities, government officia ls and mis­
s iona ry representatives. Thus began 
the second phase of our hospital min ­
istry coinciding w ith the secol1d term 
of servi ce of Dr. Leslie M. Chaffee. 
Through this past yea r Doctor Chaffee 
was assisted by t hre e m issionary 
nurses a nd, in addition, the native p er­
sonnel (the latter mostly the tra inees). 

When I a rrived there on November 
5th, there was only one missionary 
nurse-one having returned home on 
furlough and one having just left for 
England for additional required train­
ing. It appears that for the yea1· ahead 
no additional help in missionary nurses 
can be placed at Banso, except for t h e 
hope of obtaining two native trained 
midwives. 

A glimpse of the early arrival of 
many patients on the fo llowing day 
made me wonder how Doctor Chaffee 
i1: ~he m~dsl of such a beehive of ac­
tivit)• with his l imited help would 
manage as chai rman of the Annual 
Conference in not only keeping the 
prog~am 0.f t~e week in progress but 
a lso m satis fying the physical needs of 
con ference guests, for the daily meals 
were ser ved in the home of Dr. and 
Mrs. L. M. ChafTee. 

WEEIC OF RETREAT 

<?n November 23rd the missiona ries 
a rnved from north and south. All ex ­
cept o~e arrived safely a nd in time. 
To arn.ve both safely and in time after 
t~e unique experiences on Ca meroons 
h igh ways has a greater significance 
than at home and ca lls for special 
thankfulness for being released from 
t~~ d~sty, choking sensation when 
ndmg m the back of a one-ton pickup 
~s some n:ust do, or for having been'. 
mvol~nta.nly bounced about, whe ther 
you. n de 111 front or in the back of t he 
vehicle. _Mrs. Edwin Michelson of Sop­
p~, ha v ing successfully endured the 
trip fro.m Banso lo Soppo with h e r 
so~ having been born just three w eek s 
pnor to the conference . I d 'd 1 h . . , w ise y e -
c1 ec t a t it m ight be better for her 

BAPTIST HERALD 

and the children to forego the blessings 
of the con ference tha n to risk a nother 
trip so soon . 

In all, 26 missionaries, plus 14 mis­
s ionary children, were present. Our 
9 other missionaries were either home 
or going home on furlough . 

A week of re treat in a missionary's 
life means more than just attending a 
conference. It provides much needed 
fe llowship with t he other missionaries 
to break the tendencies to isola tion. It 
gives opportunity of sharing one's 
blessings and problems a nd seeking 
guidance in the counsel of many and 
by the experiences of others. It gives 
an opportunity for the various com­
mittees to look into the business af­
fairs of missionary work without cov­

. ering extra mileage in special t rips. 
Yes, it also provides those moments of 
fun and joviality, which bring abou t 
a lessening of mental strain and a 
healt hy relaxation for body and mind. 

OASIS AROUND THE WORD 
As indicated above, I was asked 

by the chairman of the Conference ·~o 
lead in a daily Bible study on the Jet­
ter to the Ephesians. T his study con­
s is ted of a n hour each morning follow­
ing the devotional period . I have al­
ways enjoyed holding such Bible study 
periods and have made considerable 
use of this method in weekly prayer 
meetings during the years of my min­
isb'y in the pastorate. But I have never 
had a more attentive a nd appreciative 
a udience than this daily class. 

We came together to feed our souls 
upon the Word of God, and each daily 
retreat found us resting in an oasis 
around the Word. It is a common say­
ing that a teacher learns more than a 
s tudent, and to me this study was no 
exception . But it was also richly re­
warding in the knowledge that my 
humble and feeble expositions of God's 
truths as found in the letter of the 
Ephesia ns were so well received and 
added to the deepening and s trength­
ening of faith as expressed by ·•he 
missionaries themselves. 

A healthy Christian life gives evi­
dence of cons ta n t growth. P eter ex­
hor ted the Christians of his day to 
"grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior J esus Christ." 
P a ul humbly wr ote concerning him­
self: " When I became a man, I put 
away childish th ings." The successful 
serva nt of God gives an a bundance of 
evidence of a cons tant growth and 
progress in adaptation to the work in 
which he is particularly engaged . The 
best theoretical training must still be 
supplemented with the practical ex­
periences of life and work. Mission­
aries, if they are successfully lo meet 
the various problems con fronting them 
on the mission fie ld must show an 
even greater measur~ of ada ptability 
tha n the average servant of Goel. They 
are far from being prepa red lo cope 
w ith the varied proble ms when they 
first come to the miss ion fie ld. 

F EBRUARY, 24, 1955 
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This is the firs t of a series of 

three a rticles by Rev. R . Schilke, : 
general missionary secretary, : 
about h is recent trip to the -5~,,,,=­
Carneroons m1ss10n field in 

E=,,- Africa. They are important ob­
servations as recorded by a gen - ~ 

~ eral secretary. Mr. Schilke has 
a lso provided us with many new 

~ = = pictures of our Cameroons mis-
- sionaries and work. = = '.: EDITOR. ~ 
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THI NGS TO BE L EARNED 
The conference week gave expres­

s ion to the need of further study and 
preparation, but it also gave much 
evidence of a healthy growth and 
progress among our missionaries in 
their adaptation to the various prob­
lems of missionary life and work. 
Many sessions of the confe rence were 
conducted in a seminar form by our 
missionaries during w hich t he issues 
pertaining to evangelism, education, 
social cus toms and a nthropology were 
dealt with in a masterly way. 

New ligh t was shed upon the ques­
tion how one can best approach and 
v1in the heathen for Christ. It would 
be folly for a ny missionar y t o condemn 
all that the heathen believes. H e must 
s tudy his people in the l ight of their 
traditions, customs and beliefs, and 
so come to understand t hem and use 
that which is good and that which 
finds a ready application to the Chris­
tian life. 

These things ar e not learned easily 
nor readily . They are sometimes 
learned after many mist akes and blun­
ders on the part of the servant of 
God, although he need not lack in s in­
cerity nor in consecration. It was grati­
fying to witness after several such ses­
sions the desire for more knowledge 
and wisdom and tact. It was also gra ti­
fying to hear several say w ith r efer­
ence to those seminar sess ions: " This 
would not have been possible several 
yea rs ago." 

CALMNESS FOR PROBLEMS 

When all the hours between con­
ference sessions ar e filled with com­
mittee meetings, there may not be suf­
ficient time to fully r ealize a ll t he 
blessings and challenges that a wait us . 
The song writer spoke from experience 
when he said, "Take time to be holy." 
But missionary business a lso requires 
time, and missionary work must b e 
done with vision a nd orderly pla n­
ning. To give me the best possible op­
portunity to observe and counsel, I r e­
ques ted that no two committee meet­
ings be held simultaneously. I wanted 
to sit in on all of t hem a nd I did. It 
is needless to say that I had no spare 
time during the entire week. 

In a un ited missionary enterpl'ise no 
s ingle missionary does t ha t which 
might bene fit his field on ly but that 
which benefits the work of a ll. On mis-

sion fields t here a re always more ne~ds 

than can be supplied. Thus through 
the various committees our Cameroons 
Field Committee is able to hear the 
requests of all mission stations and 
present to its mission board a mission­
ary progra m, not only according to 
the need but also within the range of 
possibility. This na turally means that 
not all requests from the individual 
mission stations can be met at once. 
Some must be deferred for a later 
time; some may never be approved, for 
they may not fi t into t he whole pro­
gram. 

The growth in number of our mis.:,. 
sionary personnel required also''~ a 
change in organization on the field for 
more effective work. This, t oo, W<J.'>. ac­
complished in a spirit of underst:µid~ 
ing and harmony on the part of all. 
The responsibility of field work now 
rests with a committee whose majority 
consists of the chairmen of vari::>us 
standing committees appointed by the 
m ission board and known as the Cam­
eroons Field Committee. This Cam­
eroons Field Committee is headed by 
the field super intendent, who super­
vises and directs through his commit­
tee. All new underta kings involving 
additiona l expenditur es and all assign ­
ments of missionaries to fields of serv­
ice must fi rst be approved by the mis­
s ion board before they can be under­
t ak en or become effe'ctive. 

BACK TO ROUTINE 
T he conference was for all a w eek 

of delightful fellowship and a t ime of 
mental and spiritual challenge. Only 
too quickly the time of departure was 
at hand when all had to think of go­
ing back to their field of service .:md 
to apply that which had been learned 
a nd resolved. Breakup of camp 1ook 
place on Wednesday morning, Decem­
ber 1st. Pickups and lorries were load­
ed w ith baggage and passengers, a nd 
the homeward trail was started. I had 
al most thr ee weeks of touring left, 
and I looked forward to new exp~ri­
ences that were to be mine. 

Before we left Ba nso, w e received 
a glimpse of " back to routine" a l ·(he 
hospital. T hough quite a number of 
s ick folk came to see the doctor even 
during the week of the conf erence , 
many postponed their coming, for they 
had been told how busy the doctor 
would be during tha t week. In fact, 
the doctor a nd nurse were wonderin.'! 
how many would come that first day 
after the conference. 

They expected a slight slack for the 
fi rs t few days, but to their surpr ise, 
a nd ours too, they were not given a ny 
time to relax from the con ference 
days. They hardly had time to say 
farewell as the missionaries left , for 
the multitudes came early in the 
morning wa iling for the doctor. Such a 
m inist l'y was rendered with hearts 
fl lied with compass ion and love for 
the s ick and the lost. Obse rving this 
s::-n t us forth with t houghts of s~n·iQC 
into our r espective fields! 
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Christ's Star Shines Over the 
Indians 

By REV. REINHARD NEUMAN, Missionary on the I ndian Bull Reserve 

C HRISTMAS COMES once a year! So Oh, how the little church was There are a few other blessings 
the saying goes. For the non- Christian crowded! Every available chair was which we want to share with our read­
Christmas lasts just for a short sea- brought in from the school and the ers. Several weeks before Christmas a 
~on, but for the true believer it is mission home. People were standing in team from the Zion Baptist Church of 
carried on throughout the year . The the hall, the aisle was full, and what Drumheller , Alberta, motor ed to t he 
season with its festivities renews the the church could not hold was guided Bull Reser ve and presented a very 
believer's joy and spirit as it was into the living room of the mission fine program in the Benke Memoria'. 
originally with the J esus' worshippers home. Yes, it was good to see so many Chapel on the Bull Reserve. Mrs. Wil­
of old. people come. From start to finish the liam Effa was in char ge of the pro-. 

It must not be said of the Christian entire evening was a spiritual delight. gram. Rev. William Effa brought ::i 

as it was told in a story to me r e- It was wonderful and we were t he:~ very fi ne Christmas message. T he 
cen tly. Whi le walking along a str eet to enjoy Christmas! team rendered musical numbers and 
in town a little girl said to her mothe r, The program was brief and the boys after the program the Indian boys 
"Look mummy, they are putting J esus and girls did a splendid job. I never and girls received treats . 
away." "Yes, my dear, they are put- heard or saw anything like it in all The Fred Bull family was visited 
ti ng J esus away until next Christmas." the years with the Indians. The par- where we had singing and prayer. This 
The manger scene that had been dis- cnts were proud and rightly so. The Christian India n family was told by 
played in the store window, was now visitors were amazed and expressed the Zion team t hat they will be on 
bein~ gathered up and packed away their deligh t over the progress in their prayer list continually through-
just as the mother a nd girl were pass- every way. out the New Year that God might find 
ing by. t hem faithful and true witnesses at 

Just then an Indian, Mr. Joe White, home and wherever they go. On New 
THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Surely, there are many things that 
are left behind and some things which 
we pack away after Christmas remain 
until the next season. But the most 
essen tia l things of Christmas are a 
par t of the true Chris tian's life 
throughout the year. Chris t, the bless­
ed and precious gift that God gave to 
the world; Christ, the Morning Star, 
who has shone in our hearts and who 
makes everything light; Christ, the 
Guiding Star. who leads us always 
aright-these remain ever the same! 
As I write these things, I am moved 
to describe the Christmas joys and 
blessings which we aga in experienced 
on the Bull Reserve near Wetaskiwin, 
Alberta, in the Benke Memorial Chap­
el among the Indians. 

came to the front and asked for a Year's E ve this family bowed their 
little time to say something. First, he heads a nd rose lo t heir feet indicat­
went to the tree and picked up a large ing that they were dedicating their 
box filled with gifts. Holding it up, lives to God for the new year. Do 
he said : "This box of gifts is for our pray for them! 
missionaries from us Indians. We have Shor tly before Christmas Mr. and 
given this to them because we Jove E h Mrs. rncst Kern of Leduc, Alber ta, 
t em and in this way we show it io a nd Mr. and Mrs. Bill Peters and t heir 
them." You can be sure, we we:c two child ren visited the Reserve and 
truly moved within. It was a wonder- brought with them Christmas treats 
ful and delightful surprise. for the Indian children which were 

The box which we as miss ionarie::; distr ibuted on Christmas night. With 
received contained a smoked ham, ten this team we visited several homes on 
pounds of sugar, three pounds of but- the Reserve. We blessed hearts and in 
ter, two pairs of socks for father, u tu rn we were blessed. 
towel set for mother brooches for -.he 
girls and toys for the boys. This gift 
\vas highly appreciated for it mani­
fested the Indian's gratitude for our 
services. 

THANK YOU ALL! 
One India n whom we visited lived 

in a little log shack in t he woods We 
buried him a week later, on Christmas 
Day. At another home which is a fi ne 
Christian home, we vlsited a middle­
aged .coup.le. whose little daughter is 
a poho victim. Here we shared the 
spirit of brotherly Jove and true Chris­
tian ~ellowshi p. These were glor ious 
experiences of the Christmas season, 
and . w~ tha nk our heavenly Father for 
<?hnst1a~ people everywher e and their 
fellowship. O~her churches that helped 
to make Christmas more joyous were 
t~e .calvary Baptist Church of Wetas­
kiwm; the Baptist Church of Carbon· 
the Central Baptist Church a nd Lau~ 
derdale Chmch of Edmonton 

Christmas was a wonderf~1 l season 
around here on the Indian Reserves 
and every year the Chrihtmas seaso~ 
seems to become more meaningful. We 
sa.y with the Indian Christians and 
with all, "Thank God for J esus the 
grea test of all gifts and thank' you, 

\'oun1' Indian Chris tians from the Montana and Samson Reservations of Alberla, Canada 
Left to right: Man·in Buffa!o. Mr. <ind Mrs. Iver Crier. and Ida Crier 

dea r people for y · · . • our interest, prayers, 
gifts a nd fellowship" w h b . · e ave een 
gifts and fellowsh ip." 

JO 

BAPTIST HERAW 

Four 
Little 

Indians 
Our Children's H ome of St. J oseph, Michigan, has 

opened its doors of love to " the least of these little 

ones" in J esus' Name! 

By REV. AUGUST F. RUNTZ, Superintendent 

y OUR CHILDREN'S HOME in St. 
Joseph, Mich., has become a sort of 
" Intern ational Institution." The Buss 
ch ildren came from Canada. The par­
e nts of the Vizarra children came 
from Mexico. Since last April we have 
had a fam ily of genuine Americans, 
four American Indian children. That 
does give the Home a sort of interna­
tional aspect, does it not? 

DESERTED INDIAN c mLDREN 
Early last March the welfare agent 

for this section of Michigan phoned 
and asked us if we would take six 
American Indian children. The father 
of t hese children was in an institution. 
The mother, who was receiving state 
aid , deser ted her chi ldren, leaving 
them with fifty cents with which to 
buy some milk. 

It seems t hat the living conditions 
of the family, a t best, had been very 
poor. They lived in a one- room shack 
with one bed in it. The children slept 
on mats or blankets in a row on the 
floor, and a dirt floor at that. Such 
were the conditions in which the wel­
fare people found these six deserted 
children. Surely, something had to 
be done for them. 

When we were first approached 
about ta king these children, we were 
somewhat h esi tan t for we did not know 
what to expect of them, coming out of 
circumstances such as these. We did 
not know how the schools would ac­
cept them, nor how the city as such 
would react. But here were children 
in dire need, and we had the room in 
the Home. The welfare agent told us 
later that he was really up against it, 
for he did not k now of another Chil­
dren's Home in M ichigan that would 
ta ke Indian children neither could he 
find a suitable privat~ home that would 
receive them. 

So the chairman o[ our loca: 
Board, Mr. H enry Bartz, and your su­
perintendent went to see the judge of 
the county in which the child ren lived, 
a distance of a bout JOO miles. We also 
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The fou r little Indians at the Baptist Childrcn·s Home, 
St. Joseph, l\llchlgan 

Left to rig1H, front row: Larry and Richard Anawishki; 
back row: Virginia and Janis Anaw ishki 

\vent to see the children, who were be­
ing housed in a Mission. We were fa ­
vorably impressed, and so recommend­
ed to the local Board that the children 
be received. The Board favored t his 
action, and a few days before Easter 
they were brought to the Home, that 
is, four of them were. We could not 
take the one year old baby, nor the 
14-year-old boy. 

WONDERF UL EASTER SUNDAY 
That meant some hurried last-min­

ute shopping in order to be able to 
take them to church on Easter Sun­
day, decently dressed. The youngest 
of the family, Richard Anawishki , is 
a lad of four, a very nice little boy. 
The second youngest, La rry, is a boy 
of seven who always has a great big 
smile on his face. The next is a girl 
o( nine, named J anis, w ho always 
wants to be putting her arms around 
you and loving you. The oldest girl, 
Virginia, is twelve, who seems r ather 
mature for her age, and a very fine 
gi rl she is 

As you may surmise, the children 
now have quite a different appearance 
than when they came. They are neatly 
dressed and are slowly learning some 
rules of good behavior. (By the way, 
the State pays for their clothing, 3nd 
gives the Home $45 per month per 
child for their keep. ) Only the oldest 
gi rl had ever attended Sunday School, 
and that very little. 

So church and Sunday School were 
a new experience for them. But they 
like going there now. They enjoy 
memorizing Bible verses and prayers 
in the Home. IC these children can be 
given just a little more time, there is 
no doubt but in due time they will 
accept Christ into their hearts and 
come into the church. Let us not for­
get what our Savior said about the 
va lue of a soul and the worth of a 
child. 

Christmas is always a wonderful ex­
perience at the Children's Home, a nd 

those who have been h er e a n umber of 
years look forward to it with keen an­
ticipation. But imagine what it means 
to those who are here for the first 
time, and especially those who have 
known little of Christmas in their own 
homes. These Indian children had ;:i 

tree, but no decorations ond no lights 
and no gifts. Here at our Home they 
had such an abundance. Here they 
learned for the first t ime the real 
meaning of Christmas and why we ex­
change gifts. 

THEIR FIRST CHRISTMAS 
However, the Christmas celebration 

began long before Christmas Day. On 
Dec. 10 the Service Guild had a sup­
per at the church to which the Home 
family was invited. T hen they came 
to the Home and presented each one 
with a gift. Even though most of the 
ladies live in or near S t. Joseph, yet 
some had never been through the 
Home. So they went on a tour of in­
spection and were pleased with the 
roominess and beauty of our building. 

There were other Christmas pro­
g1·ams a nd parties, but the big event 
was Christmas Day. Beautifully made 
and well filled stockings hung by the 
fireplace. These had been made by 
one of our Chicago churches. When 
the children came for breakfas t, there 
were the stockings and at each plate 
some "folding" money. 

But the big surpr ise was still to 
come. After a very fine dinner and 
dishes had been washed and dried, we 
gathered in the living room for a short 
program. Then we went to the dining 
room where the gifts were stacked on 
the tables. That was an occasion for 
these Indian children which they will 
long remember. In fac t, every one had 
a wonderful lime! 

The people of our churches have 
been most kind and thoughtful. You 
have done more than you realize for 
some of the least of these. May God 
bles~ you, and may this Home Jong 
contmue to render service to children! 
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lf tJHettes of Clt11rclt Jlistor11 
" By DONALD G. DA VI S, Ph.D. 

. 5. PERSECUTION IN THE 
EARLY CHURCH 

THERE HAS NEVER been an age in 
\vhich the Church has not suffered 
persecution somewhere. Jesus as­
sured his disciples that such afflic­
tion awaited them: "Then shall they 
deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall 
kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name's sake" (Matt. 
24:9 ). This persecution would con­
tinue until the end of the age; in the 
early Church it arose from three 
sources. 

The earliest animosity toward the 
Church came from the J ews. T hey, 
through their rulers, had accomplished 
the ·death of her Savior, who had al­
ready told his followers: "If the 
world hate you; ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you. If ye were of 
the world, the world would love his 
own; but because ye are not of the 
:.vorld, but I have chosen you out of 
the world, therefor e the world hateth 
you" (John 15:18). Jewish hatred be­
gan when Peter and John witnessed 
for Christ in the T emple in J erusale m 
(Acts 3) and led to the stoning of 
Stephen, the first Chr is tian martyr 
(Acts 7:57-60). 

The J ewish opposition to the Gos­
pel of Christ followed the first apostles 
who carried the message into As ia 
Minor, Macedonia, and Greece . The 
second source of persecution can be 
seen in the local population who were 
stirred up a gainst the apostles by the 

J ews. The fi rst such recorded inci­
dent is found in Acts 13:45, 50 where 
the J ews in Antioch in Pisidia pro­
vokecl. the natives to trouble Paul and 
Barnabas. The same type of trouble 
developed in Iconium, Lystra, Phi­
lippi and many other cities. 

The Roman Empire took up the 
persecution of Christians somet ime 
after the d isastrous fire in Rome i11 
64 A.D., when they were falsely ac­
cused of having set the fire. The first 
two sources of persecution now paled 
into insignificance. Nine waves of 
violent repression swept over the 
Church. The Christians were ac­
cused of e verything from cannibalism 
and immorality to atheism and caus­
ing earthquakes , floods, and droug hts . 
Sometimes the persecutions wer e 
localized, sometimes empire-wide. 

Christianity was not a legal Roman 
religion like Judaism and others. T h '! 
penalties r anged from fines, loss of 
property, and imprisonment to tor ­
ture and death. Chris tians were asked 
to surrender copies of the Scriptures 
and to offer sacrifice to the gods­
thus they were freed. Ma ny " la psed" 
from the faith, but m ost fa ithful even 
unto death . 

By the time of Constantine, Roman 
Emperor, tlie Christ ians had become 
numerous, and in 313 A.D. he p ro­
claimed comple te freedom of religion 
for the whole empire, having professed 
Christianity himself. ( Walker, 33, 
48ff, 111; Newman, I , 84ff, 170ff; 
Kuiper, 36f, 59ff.) 

A Thought Starter 
By REV. R. C. MacCORMACK, Parkersburg, Iowa 

PAUL, the traveling apostle, could 
have com e up with a number of rea ­
sons for quitting h is m inistry. His 
human backing was nearly non-ex­
istent; his body bore some unnamed 
affliction; and in many places he was 
plainly told to move on. None had 
gone before h im whose methods he 
could copy. He had no conveniences 
s uch as we count essentia l. We a re 
not g iven to understand t ha t he was 
e nd owed wit h specia l talent or per ­
sonality. He was bea ten , s toned, ship­
wrecked and turned aga inst by 
friends, yet never whimpered nor re­
treated, and never sough t escape no1· 
retirement. 

The r ugged steadfastness of t his re­
··markab!e man is due to one ·ih ing 
· alone. the fact that God had moved 

into his life and had given h im su-
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pernatural energy. Wi th s uch heaven­
ly backing and almost s inglehanded­
ly he was able to pla nt the Chr istian 
Church all over ~outhern Europe, 
whence it spread over that continen t 
and ours too. In II Corinthians ·1: 1 
we read the tex t which h eld him up , 
"Seing we have this ministry . . . wc 
fa int not. " In other words he could 
not quit nor despa ir because of the 
responsibility of de livering the Gos­
pe l. Though wear y and worn , he was 
never exh aus ted. 

Ma ny a re morally t ired these days 
and wonder if they can keep on. Re­
mem ber , by possessing Godly energy 
\\'e too need not fa int. Though dis­
heartened and tem pled to Jee! other­
wise, v ictor y is u p a head for the be­
lieving heart. 

ENGAGEMENTS 
Dr. F r ank H. Woy ke 

March 3 (Thursday)-Missionary 
Guild , Forest Park Church, For­
es t Park, Illinois. 

March 4 (Friday)-Woman's Mis ­
sionary Union of New York and 
Vicinity, Faith Church, West 
New York, New Jersey . 

March 6 (Sunday)-Pilgrim Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa. (Mortgage 
burning cerem ony ) . 

March 8-9-Baptist J oint Commit­
tee on Public Affairs , Washing­
ton, D. C. 

Rev. R. Schilke 
Feb. 25-27-Southern T ex as, A la ­

bama and Louisia na Associa­
tion, Elber ta, Alaba m a . 

March 3- 6- Northern Texas Asso-
cia tion, Cottonwood Church, 
Texas. 

March 7 (Monday) - Betha ny 
Church, Vesper, Kansas. 

March 9 (Wednesda y) - Grace 
Church, Chicago, Illinois. 

Rev. J. C. Gunst 

Feb. 31-Ma rch 4-Bethel Church , 
Anaheim, Calif. Leadership 
Training Course. 

Rev. Lawrence B iener t 

Feb. 28- March 4- E lk Grove, Calif. 
L eadersh ip Training Course . 

Dr. M. L. Leuschner 
Feb. 27 (Sunday)-Bethel Ba ptist 

Church, Windsor, Ontar io. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
Re v. J oe Bob Alexander 

Crawford, T exas 

Rev. Richard A. Grenz 
Underwood , North Dakota 

Rev. Fred Holzimmer 
1605 S. Euclid Aven ue 

Sioux Falls, Sou th Da kota 

Miss Laura E . Reddig 
Cathay , North Dakota 

Rev. Ea rl Silver 

Forestburg, Alta., Canada 

Rev. Walter S ukut 
351 l-Cl10me 

Futamata Cho Yama 
Ise Shi, Mie K en , J apan 
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~ GENERAL CONFERENCE ~ 
~ LEAFLETS ~ 
~ about lodging facllltics, special train ~ 

-!!!~ :;;~:~eomnsents, hotel and motel re- ·.=~ 
are now being d. t ·1 t d 

Write for co · •s n >U e · 
!!! PY ( •f n ot a vailable from iii 

-~ your pastor) to Box: 6 F' t P k -~-
Illinois. ' ores ar ' 

- ~ Sec You in Waco T ;;;_ - , exas, 
~ June 6-12, 1955! ~ 
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BAPTIST H &RALD 

J 

Youa. Pu 
completed BLICATION . 
out f the print' Society has 
teria~ the Bible D 111g a nd sending 

. ' Prepared b ay Program m a-
ne1. Th Y Dr M 

'th 0 usands of · · L. L eusch-w1 a p copie 
recita . rayer that th s are sent out 

t t1on materials e~e Program a nd 
~he a desire and . t Will help to cre­

e Word of Gm erest in presenting 
wh ere. ad to Peop le every -

Bible Day ff 
a ll of our Peo~l e7 an Oppor tunity for 
to make th e 0 share in the effor t 
y e Word f our Prayer 0 God known 

ff · s on th· · 0 ering w·11 is day and your 
the 1 mean so · . good seed. much m sowm g 

By means of 
and the deep-fei~e generous offerings 
pie, the Public . praye rs of our peo-
1:1ake Bibles ~ion Society is able to 
tlons of th' ew T estamen ts por-. e S . ' 
a vailable , h cnptures and tracts 
I t · v erev 

is really er they a re needed. 
how many marvelous to behold in 
serves. It Wi~~;s the Word of God 
the rugged Peak to t he I ndians in 
· th north m e far rea :-vest, to the Mexicans 
refugees Wh chmg southwest to the 
la nd · 0 have a · · . ' • in fact r rived m a new 
of cla • to all ss or ra People r egardless ce. 

To all ' t 
Chr istian ~va~ft'~rs . l! fe eternal a nd a 
suprerne sac . f hvmg because of the 
Christ. 't.1' • rifice made by J esus 
ti i•ere111 i h 1e Whir11· s t e main reason for · ng and 1 . 
mg Presses t c angm g of t he p rint -

( Cont~ our P u blication House. 
Ued on Page 24) 

Word 
Across 

of God, 
the Ages 

By FERDINAND Q. BLANCHARD 

Word of God, across the ages 
Comes thy message to our life; 
Source of hope for ever presen t 
In our toil and fears and strife; 
Constant witness to God 's mercy , 
St ill our grace what-e'er befall. 
Guide unfailin g, strength eternal, 
Offer'd freely to us all. 

Story of man 's wondrous journey 
From the shadows of the n ight; 
Garner'd truth of sage and 

prophet, 
Guiding forward into light; 

Words and deeds of Chr ist our 
Master, 

Poin ting to the life and way, 
St ill appealing, still inspiring, 
'Mid the struggles of today. 

In the tongues of all the peoples 
May the message bless and heal, 
As devout and patient scholars 
More and mor e its depths reveal. 
Bless, 0 God , to wise and simple, 
All thy truth of ageless wor th , 
Till all lands receive the witness 
And thy knowledge fills the ear th. 
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CHRISTIAN 

l>;\y B JOURNALISM FOR TO-
Edito.r Y Benjamin P. B rowne, 
$3.5o. · Judson Press. 252 pages. 

E veryon 
of us e wants to be a writer . Most 
field ~a~{e som e adven tu res in t he 
poem 0 Journalism by contr ibuting 

.. s , s hort stor ies or even a manu-
sc1 •Pt of a b k . 
ors . TI c 0 0 to p ublishers o~· ed1~-
numb :e oppor tunities a re legwn m 
but the i fo~· ~hristian journalists today 
A e trammg is woefully inadequate. 
w~· annua l conference for Christian 
. iter s a nd editors is held at the Bap­

t~st Assembly in Green L ake, Wiscon­
s in. T h is volume is actually a resource 
w ork for w riters a nd editors and for 
those w ho w ould like to join that 
~roup, conta ining the addresse: de­
livered at s uch a conference. It is not 
a short cu t to journalistic success but 
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it is an invaluable course on w r iting 
techniques, how to do the job, a nd 
making the Gospel l ive in our writing. 
It is a lso a helpfu l book for p reachers 
a nd church leaders . It is probably the 
best and most practical book now avail­
able in the field of Christian jour­
nalism. 

SEEKER, STORY OF ROGER WIL­
LIAMS. 32 pages. 25 cents. 

Roger Williams is regarded by many 
as t he first Baptist in America, and the 
First Ba ptist Chm·ch at Providence, 
R hode Island, of which he ser ved as 
pastor, is known a: the old.est Ba~ t ist 
Church on the contment. It is certainly 
t rue that Roger Williams b lazed a way 
for religious freedom in the wilder­
ness, into which he was banished by 

(Continued on Page 23) 

~ev. D. ~uchs, [vdngelist 
ENGAGEMENTS 

F eb. 13- 25, I mman uel Church, New 
York City. Rev. A. H usmann, 
P astor . 

March 6-18, Medicine H at, Alta., 
Canada. Rev. E. Gutsche, P as­
tor. 

March 27- Apri l 8, E benezer Church, 
Elmo, K ansas. Rev. N. A. Ber­
kan, Pastor . 

WE THANK GOD: 
I n each one of our churches we find 

those of God's people who indeed are 
the salt of the earth that has not lost 
its savour . They have not sold out to 
mere fun, frolic and frnlh. Their un­
ceasing concern is for a genuine Holy 
Spirit revival. 

PRAYER REQUEST: 

We need God's power in revival. 
Pray that the Holy Spirit might have 
his way at the above mentioned cam­
paigns. We need God; God needs us! 
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We----tlre Women 
li fe; and by that knowledge the trans­
formation of human character and of 
the world" (G. W. Blewett). 

Prayer is also listening to what God 
has to say to us. This is done more 
conveniently in our private prayers, 
and it should be given more time than 
our overbusy lives and overcrowded 
schedules are willing lo concede. 
"The Lord will hear when I call unto 
h im . . . Commune with your own 
heart . . . and be still" (Ps. 4:3-4), 
and again, "Be still and k now t hat I 
am God" (Ps. 46:10). Do we know 
how to be still? 

By MRS. WALTER W. GROSSER, P1·esident 

D URING the Laymen's Conference, 
Green La ke, Wis., in August 1954, Dr. 
and Mrs. John W. Bradbury of New 
York Ci ty were in attendance. Dr. 
Bradbury, editor of the "Watchman 
Examiner," brought the daily Bible 
study and meditation on the book of 
Ephesian s, enriching the spiritual 
Jives of his listeners. His wife, J eanne 
Bradbury, a k nown wr iter and edi­
tor ial consultant for publishers of 
evangelical literature, brings us a 
timely message on prayer . 

JEANNE BRADBURY 
Jeanne Bradbury has served on 

local, national and international com­
mittees pr oducing and teach ing mis­
sionary education mater ial. S ince her 
husband has left the active ministry 
to become an editor, she has been 
especially concerned with the produc­
tion and use of devotional materials. 
Furthermore she reviews good books 
to recommend for reading. 

As a young girl, J eanne Bradbury 
received her religious education in t he 
Roman Catholic Church in France. 
She had never seen a Bible until she 
was 21. Then came a great turn of 
events. Her work as interpreter in 
the Bank . of France to do business 
with the American service men gave 
her that big moment when she met 
her husband for the first time. He was 
a voluntary chaplain with the A.E.F. 
in France during World War I. H e not 
only lent her a Bible to read but led 
her to Christ. In 1919 the Bradburys 
were married and came to the United 
States. 

The article, "When You Pray," is 
a meaningful meditation written by 
one who has become well informed 
by studying to show herseH "approved 
unto God." Read it prayerfully. 

WHEN YOU PRAY 
By J EANNE BRADBURY 

Do we really pray, when we pray? 
Or do we, in the common practice of 
the day, fill a n order blank and ex ­
pect our H eavenly Father to function 
as the dispatcher in a warehouse 
where the r ealization of our desires is 
stored? Recently, I heard that the 
answer to one's prayer is the assur­
ance on God's part that . . . " if we 
name it, we'll get it." 

Such a casual approach to Almighty 
God is, to me, appalling. Common 
courtesy indicates that we make our 
presence known when entering ::i 

room, even if we have an appointment 
with the one inside. While J esus 
promised that the door would br. 
opened, he said , "Knock!" (Matt. 7:7; 
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Luke 11 :9.) T he door is opened 
th rough Christ. We come into God's 
presence. T his is not a lengthy cere­
mony, for "our Father knows what 
things we have need of, before we ask 
him" (Matt. 7:8) . But, a re we ready 
to ask? Is it a case of what we need 
or of what we want? 

This is rea lly the secret of praying : 
to distinguish between the two a nd 
to let God decide. Prayer is more 
than "the soul's sincere desire, uttered 
or unexpressed, the motion of a hid­
den fi re t hat tr embles in the br east." 
It is, as Thomas H astings indicates 
later, " ... the con trite sinner's voice, 
. . . the Chr istian's vital br eath." It 
is the line of direct communication 
between man and God. T hrough 
Christ, we keep it inviolate. T his im­
plies that we main ta in ourselves in 
t he attitude of prayer : "Pray without 
ceasing" ( 1 T hess. 5: 1 7) . A life of 
prayer is not reser ved only to such 
men as George Muller of Bristol, Eng­
land. It is the pr ivilege of every 
Christian. 

Too many think that prayer is only 
asking. No, it is as intimated above, 
fellowship with God: "The highest 
result of prayer is not t he securing of 
th is or that gift, the avoiding of this 
or that danger. T he last and highest 
result of prayer is the knowledge of 
God-the knowledge which is eternal 

It could be done w ith profit in our 
corporate prayers and worship but we 
urge blithely on our people to engage 
in "silen t pr ayer" in a church ser vice 
and we have such horror of silence 
that we produce music as "back­
ground" and defeat our purposes by 
creating d istraction. 

We praise God for his mercy; we 
thank him for his bounty; we con­
fess our shortcomings and are pen i­
ten t; we offer our prayers of petition. 
The latter may be what many people 
understand as prayer , but all ele­
ments of prayer are necessary for it 
to be real, sincere, effective. 

When we pray for ourselves or for 
others , whatever may be the purpose, 
there m ust be a deliberate " ha nding 
over" of the need to God. Too ma ny 
t imes, we pray and think we have 
fa ith, but we are very much like the 
child who pla nts a bean and does n ot 
have the patience to watch it grow. 
He uproots it constantly and inter­
feres with its germination so that it 
dries up a nd never becomes a plant. 
"Leave it with him" is our act of 
commitment in prayer. It involves our 

(Continued on Page 2S•) 

Baptist Men • 1n Action 
By MR. ROLAND E. ROSS, Secretary-Treasurer of BAPTIST MEN 

G REAT DISTANCES and remote as- socialion. To that time the existence 
sociations very often lead us to b elieve o~ the association was unknown to 
that situations and circumstances are h1':1. T hey had had other meetings but 
quite different than they actually may th is ~as the first fall r ally promoted 
be. Then we read something or meet by this group of about 16 churches. 
someone who has direct infor mation, Upward of 100 men were present 
and we are often surprised how wrong for a very fine dinner and program. 
our opinion might have been. There was a fine spirit and enthusiasm. 

BAPTIST MEN, as an official or- At present, only th ree of the church es 
ganization of our General Conference in l?is .association have a laymen's or­
has been at work for a number of ga111zation, b~t we can well expect 
years, primarily to encourage the men that more will be organized in i.hc 
of each of our churches to formally near future. 
organize for a more efTective service 31 L AYMEN'S GROUP S 
in their own church, but even more As a resu lt of the promotiona l e f-
important, Jn their own community. forts of BAPTIST MEN, many mor e 
We cannot relate all the results from local groups have formed a Br other­
this unde rtaking, but they are un- hoo~, ~r Fellowship, or an old or­
doubted ly far grea ter than even the ga111zat1on has been rev itali'zed. w e 
officers and directors of BAPTIST h th 
MEN realize. a.re appy al 31 laymen's organiza-

t10ns ha~e joined BAPTIST MEN as 
du.es paymg members to help promote 
th is wort hwhile cause. There ought 
lo. be many more co-operating w ith 
this pl'Ogram, and as we pray for wis-

As an example, recently the secre­
tary-treasurer of BAPTIST MEN was 
privileged lo be the speaker at the 
Northern North Dakota Laymen's As-
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dom a nd guidance toward becoming 
more effective in our leadership, we 
also pray for str onger support from 
our laymen a nd their pastors in the 
promotion of w hat should be the pas­
tor's most effective working force. 

R ecently one of the revitalized local 
church fellowships held a meeting 
with 40 men in attendance, whereas 
for years it had not been possible to 
get half that number out to such a 
meeting. The Board of Directors 
planned for services to be rendered by 
t he m e mbers which should be a real 
impact on the men of the church and 
the community. This is only one ex­
ample of the many that have been and 
could be experienced, where at least 
one or a few men in a church have a 
real appreciation of their gift of sal­
vation and are anxious that it reaches 
other men w ho can be reached by a 
men's fe llowship influence. 

The "Baptist H erald" news items 
frequently tell of local men's organiza­
tional activit ies, as well as for the 
several of our regional conferences 
that are organized. Each year progress 
has been made toward getting all of 
our local conferences to form a lay­
men's organization. The most recent 
to formally organize were the men of 
the Central Conference. 

As these men met at our Shroyer 
Road Chur ch in Dayton, Ohio, last 
summer t hey enthusiastically voted to 
under take a n effective service as lay­
men. Six of ou r nine area conferences 
a re organized. The Southern, South­
western and Pacific Conferences are 
car rying on a very effective work. 
With in the conferences several asso­
ciations have been formed for closer 
fellowship and encouragement. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE 
As BAPTIST MEN we are now look­

ing forward to the important meet­
ings at our General Conference in 
Waco, Texas, from June 6 lo 12, 1955. 
T his w ill be our second official Gen ­
eral Confer ence session , and every ef­
for t has been a nd is being made to 
have a good program and business 
session. Friday evening, J une 10th, 
will be Laymen's Night. One of t~e 
outstand ing laymen of our country will 
be the speaker , besides other fine pro­
gram featur es. 

On Thursday, J une 9th, the laymen 
will have a luncheon followed by the 
necessary business ~eeting, and \ hen 
another wor t hw hile program just for 
men. We have indications that a large 
and enthusiastic group of men wlll 
come to Waco a nd share in these days 
of inspiration a nd fellowship. 

M ight we then ask what are the 
men of your chu rch doing as a part 
of this great movement; which is not 
only of our General conference. but 
is even much more widely promoted 
and shared by the men of other con­
ventions? Are the men of your church 
united into a fellowship for service? 
lf so, have they joined with BAP• 
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By REV. J.C. GUNST, General Secretary 

TIME TO PLAN YOUR VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 

Annually every Sunday School is 
responsible for the Vacation Bible 
School in the church. There ought to 
be real concern even beyond the 
church program for Vacation Bible 
Schools where children who have no 
church home may be served through 
one of our Sunday Schools. 

Some of our churches still do not 
consider the Vacation Bible School a 
great opportunity: 

I. To teach the Word of God in 
a concentrated program for two 
weeks; 

2. To reach the unchurched children 
in the community; 

3. To a id in the development of 
leadership for other agencies in the 
church; or 

4. To provide a desirable place for 
children's activities during their sum­
mer free lime. 

The figures below for 1954 undoubt­
edly speak for themselves. Possibly 

l " l ll l 'l l ll l l\ 111 1111 11 1 11 111 1!11 11 1 11 1 1! 111111 1 11 11!1 11 111 1 11 1 11 1 11 1 11 1111 11 1111 
; ; 
~ SUMMER STUDENT WORK ;; 
~ = ~ A moderate number of stu- ~ 

~ dents from our churches may ~ 
~ again be placed for summer stu- E 
~- dent work during the summer ==~ 

months of 1955. Seminary, C.T.I.. 
~ and college students interested ~ 
; in summer work should write ~ 
ii immediately and not later than ~ 
~ March 1st for student applica- ~ 

i! tion blanks. Write to Rev. J. C. i! 
_ Gunst, Box 6, Forest Park, Ill. §~-
.. The Summer S tuden t Place 
_ ment Committee acts on all ap- ~ 
• plications on March 10th. ~ 
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your Sunday School held a Vaca tion 
Bible School last year and you failed 
to keep a record or to send in your 
report. Why not join the other schools 
this year to make the records at For­
est Park one hundred per cent? 

Good records are essen tial. Records 
give a true picture of our achieve­
ments. They constantly remind us of 
our contacts w ith children for whom 

we are responsible. T hey give us a 
unified picture of our larger work for 
Christ and our churches. Note the 
difference in the enrollment and at­
tendance records in the general r e­
port of last year . I s it possible that 
the officers of our schools failed to 
report their attendance properly or 
to keep proper records? 

Prepare now for a successful Va­
cation Bible School in your church t his 
year. Have a meeting to plan your 
program, to select your leaders and 
teachers, and be sure to plan for 
proper facilities where you may hold 
your Vacation School. I n addition, as 
soon as the teachers and leaders are 
appointed, have several planning and 
training sessions for these importan t 
workers. Be sure to place your order 
for materials in the month of March 
so that your teachers can be well ac­
quainted with it well in advance of 
the time when they shall have to 
use it. 

The Roger Williams Press, 3734 
Payne Ave., Cleveland 14, Ohio, will 
again be ready to take care of all your 
orders for the supplies you as leaders 
ot the Vacation Bible Schools will 
need. Get your order in eg.rly. P lease 
do not fall to fill in and return the 
record cards which you will receive 
from your general secretary in F orest 
Park, Illinois. 
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DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REPORT FOR 1954 

Con fercnces No. of Churches No. Report- Enroll - Attend- Mission Con-
in Conference ing DVBS ment ance Offering version 

Atlantic ·············· ·············· 24 7 720 307 $ 81,03 56 

Central ··············· ··············· 27 10 1120 947 500.11 28 

Dakota ························ 57 46 2040 1263 996.99 68 

Eas tern ..... , .... ,, ... .. , ............ 16 5 399 315 80.95 8 
Northern ............ , ............ , 48 20 1058 670 287.26 39 
Northwestern ·············· ···· 36 ~1 1676 1022 747 .59 30 
Pacific ............. , .......... , ..... ,. 31 16 1822 1;335 615.48 5~ 

Southern .... , ....... , ............. 12 9 58{j S-54 ?02.60 37 
Southwestern ·················· 29 17 7!l 618 ?07.60 37 --

Totals .. .. ................. ... 274* 151 10132 6891 ~37)9.6 1 34fl 

• 27-1 Is the list of churches. In the 151 schools reported there were some m iss ion school~ 
included, 60 the ex11ct percentages cannot be determined. 
1 1 1111 1 11111111 1 11111111 1 111
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TIST MEN for promotion of this 
service in the wide1• .field? If your 
laymen are not orga111zed, have you 
done your best to e11courage such ac-

tion'! 
LeL us cjo oµl' b~s~ for God, <111d for 

Ch1•lst, now. If you need any help or 
suggestions write to BAPTIST MEN 
Box 6, F orest Park, Illinois. May God 
give you, and every Christia11 m an, n 
vision and a zeal for the work t hqt 
need~ to be don~! 



A LESSON PLAN 

Date: March 6, 1955 

THEME: THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
CHRISTIAN LOVE 

SCRIPTURE: Acts 2:42-47; Col. 3 
12-16; 1 John 4:7-8. 

PURPOSE: To show what we mean 
by the fellowship of Christian love. 

GETTING STARTED: .What is the 
church? How would you define it? Is 
it a building? An organization? A 
hierarchy? A body of belief? 

It would be difficult to find a better 
definition than the one given in to­
days' t heme: The Fellowship of Chris­
tian Love. Isn't that essentially what a 
church-and THE CHURCH-is: a fel­
lowship of Christians united in love 
a1·ound the person of J esus Christ? 

Such, at least, was the case in the 
early church: to such an exten t, in 
fact, that the heathen world could not 
but be impressed and exclaim, "How 
these Christians love one another!" 

DEVELOPING THE THEME: 
I. THE CHURCH IS A FELLOW -

SHIP. 
1. These are some of the phrases 

the dictionary uses to define 
fellowship: the state of being a 
companion or fellow; the con­
dition of being sharers or par­
takers; a body of persons asso­
ciated by reason of a commu­
nity of interests or exper ience. 

2. Note how all these qualities 
were present in the e a r ly 
church (Acts 2:42- 47): 
a . They continu~d in fellow· 

ship, breaking of bread and 
prayers (v. 42). 

b. They were together and had 
all things common (v. 44). 

c. They continued with one ac­
cord in the temple, breaking 
bread at home, and took 
their food with gladness and 
singleness of heart (v. 46). 

. II. THE CHURCH IS A FELLOW­
. SHIP OF CHRISTIANS. 
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1. The "they" who made up the 
fellowship were those "that be­
lieved" (Acts 2:44 ), "were 
saved " (Acts 2:47), were 
"God's elect, holy and beloved" 
(Col. 3:12), were "begotten of 
God" (1 John 4:7). 
a. A true "fellowship of Chris­

tian love" is possible only 
among Christians, those who 
have been redeemed and re­
generated. 

2. The "they" wer e a lso those 
who, because they had been re­
deemed, had put off an old way 
of life and put on a new one 

(Col. 3:12-1 3), wherein they 
made it their aim to excel in 
every Chr istian virtue. 
a. Thus true fellowship is pos­

sible only among those who 
"follow after righteousness" 
and walk "in newness of 
life." 

III. THE CHURCH rs A FELLOW­
SHIP OF CHRISTIANS UNITED 
IN LOVE. 
1. Love was the chief character­

istic of the church in J erusa­
lem and the dynamic that led 
them to share so completely 
one another's needs (Acts 2: 
44-45). 

2. Love is to be the distinguishing 
mark of the Christian, the goal 
of all his striving (Col. 3:14). 

3. Love is the essential without 
which no Christian witness, if 
genuine, and without which the 
Christia n fellowship cannot ex­
ist (1 John 4:7-8). 

IV. THE CHURCH IS A FELLOW­
SHIP OF CHRISTIANS UNITED 
IN LOVE AROUND THE PER­
SON OF JESUS CHRIST. 
1. In Jerusalem they continued in 

"the apostles' teaching" which 
was nothing other than the 
message of Christ (Acts 2:42). 

2. Paul admonishes believers to 
let "the peace of Christ" and 
"the word of Christ" dwell in 
their hear ts (Col. 3:15, 16). 

3. Only as we keep Christ in the 
center of our fellowship and 
remain true to his word can 
our fellowship be rich and one 
that he can bless (Acts 2:47 ) . 

A LESSON PLAN 

Date: March 13, 1955 

THEME: PRAYER IN THE 
CHRISTIAN'S LIFE 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6:5-8 ; 7:7-
1 l; James 5:13- 16. 

PURPOSE: To help us find more 
meaning and power in prayer. 

GETTING STARTED: In his review 
of a recently published book about 
prayer one of America's leading theo­
logians speaks abou t "a rapidly grow ­
ing prayer movement" in our country. 
One cannot but wonder what evidence 
there might be for such a statement. 
For if it is true, then it is one of the 
most hopeful signs that has yet ap­
peared on the national scene and one 
that promises much for the strength 
and security of our land. 

But does such "a rapidly growing 
praye1· movement" actually exist? 
You might begin this lesson by asking 
that question and listing any evidence 

that would give proof of its existence. 
Should the facts show that there ac­

tually is such a movement, we as 
Christian leaders are faced w ith a 
gr eat opportunity, namely, to give di­
rection to this movement a nd help 
teach people to pray as they ought. 
DEVELOPING THE THEME: 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAY -
ER. 
I. It is essential to the personal 

life of the Christian, for in no 
other way can he main tain his 
spiritual vitality, keep in tune 
with God, open his life to t he 
empowering of God's Spir it. 

2. It is essential to his effective­
ness, for only prayer can em­
power him for service; and 
prayer is his most potent in­
strument for influencing people 
and moving men toward God. 

II . THE METHOD OF PRAYER. 
I. Its motive must be unselfish. 

a . If it springs from a desire to 
gain man's favor (Matt. 6:5) 
or to move God and bend 
him to our will (Matt. 6:7-8) 
it cannot bring results. 

b. The motive of prayer is 
right when it seeks--
1) Communion and fellow­

ship with God (Matt. 6:6 ) ; 
2) God's will and what he 

deems right and needed 
(Matt. 6:8); 

3) The welfare of others 
(James 5:13- 15) . 

2. Its expression must be s incere. 
a. If prayer is only a matter 

of making words (Matt. 6:7) 
and is not backed up by a 
consecrated life (J ames 5: 
16b), it has no power. 

b. But when it is the sincere 
expression of the needs and 
desires of a life that seeks 
to honor God, it never fails 
to bring results. 

3. Its attitude must be trustful. 
a. If prayer is not accompanied 

by .faith .and trust, it can 
avail nothing. 

b. If we pray in faith, trusting 
God for his ability a nd will­
ingness to give what is good, 
there is no limit to what 
prayer can achieve (Matt. 
7:7- 11). 

III. THE SCOPE OF PRAYER. 
1. Its outreach is as wide as life 

itself and as inclusive as the 
needs of men. Nothing need be 
excluded from the prayer of 
faith (J ames 5:1:3'- 16) . 

2. Whatever we br ing befor e God, 
we may be sure that he hears, 
will answer, and do even more 
than "we can ask or think." 

BAPTIST H ERALD 

e At the Watchnight Service of the 
First Baptist Church, Corona, S. Dak., 
Rev. H. Lohr, pastor, baptized five 
Sunday School scholars. This was the 
first baptismal service to have been 
held in the newly rebuilt church since 
there was no baptistry in the former 
building. On Sunday, Jan. 2, these five 
were given the hand of fellowship to­
gether with another young lady who 
was r eceived by letter. 

• Miss Lois Lechner has resigned as 
our m issionary in J apan some months 
ago and her resignation was accepted 
by the General Missionary Committee. 
She has remained in Japan and is now 
employed in some kind of a United 
States government position. It is hoped 
that. a . successor to Miss Lechner as a 
Christian teacher and missionary can 
s?on be appoin ted by the General Mis­
s10nary Committee. 

A• lt The Baptist Church of Forestburg, 
a., Can has b 

Earl Sil v ·: een served by Rev. 
was orda~eda\ pastor sin~e 1953. He 
church . Y a small independent 
reportedg~ou~ m British Columbia, as 
ern Conre;'encev. H_en.ry P feifer, North­
has g iv . e Miss10n Secretary. He en ev1den 
tory Pastoral ces of very sa tisfac-
estburg Ba f leadership, and the For­
under h. ~ 1~t Church is prospering 

is ministry. 

• Rev. Gord .. 
the Spring v 

11
° n Huisinga, pastor of 

t?ta, S. Dak.,\:Y Chu~·ch near Canis-
s1x Young cl the Joy of baptizin" . Peopl ., 
Service 011 N e at the Watchnight 
of fel!owsh · ew Year's Eve The hand 
th C 'P Was . e ommun· extended to t hem a C 
Three others10n ~ervice on January 2. 
earlier, \Ver~ :1 o had been baptized 
church's fellow ~.0 received into t he 
reported by Ni5. 1P at this service as 
church clerk. is. John G . Buse~an, 

~ey T~'; Bethel Bapf 
' "Orth n c 

1st Church of Har-
that it akota I 
h s Pastor R ' 1as announced 

as . resigned ' ev · Edgar R Koons 
mm1str anct h . · ' 
at th Y at the chu . as te:minated his 
h . e Forest Pa 1 

1 ch. It is not known 
is Plans for th r { headquarters what 

as Pastor o( the future are. He served 
1952. Dr e Barv . 
mot" · John Le ey Church smce 10no1 secret YPoldt interim pro­
osn Sunday Ja ary, serv~d the church 

unda ' nuary 1 Y, January 
30

. 6, and again on 

• Rev Ad 
Fait h B. .am Bt1b . 

. aptist ei' Pastor of the 
Minn a ChurcJ M' · f ., PPeared 1, mneapol1s, 
na .1onany lelev · as a guest on the 
Chicago, III .. ~ect Program from 
on Thursday" J elcome Travelers,. 
story of his iifea~uary 20. He told the 
a speech ailm' 10w he had overcome 

ent and had followed 
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God's call into the Christian ministry. 
He and his family received many fine 
p rizes from Tommy Bartlett, the tele­
vision program's master of cererrionies. 

• On December 19 t he CBY of the 
Baptist Church, H erreid, S. Dak., held 
i ts annual election with these results: 
Cecil Ja.hraus, president; Ervin Quen­
zer, vice- president; Pearl Huber, sec­
retary; Lila Huber, treasurer; Mrs. 
Bischke, organist; song leaders, Eugene 
Quenzer and Sherman Bollinger; and 
reporter, Lauretta Naasz. The secre­
tary wrote that "the CBY meetings 
have have been well attended and the 
presence of God has been felt." Rev. 
E. S. Fenske is pastor of the church. 

• Rev. R. G. Kaiser recently r esigned 
as the pastor of the Baptist Church of 
Startup, Wash. On Sunday, January 9, 
he observed his 6th anniversary at the 
Startup church. His resignation will 
take effect on April 1. His plans for 
the future are still indefinite, as he 
stated: "I do not feel that I should take 
another church at present and there­
fore am waiting on the Lord for .fur­
ther leading." On Sunday, December 
26, Mr. K aiser baptized two young men 
in a service held at Snohomish Bap­
tist Church. 

• The Central Baptist Home for the 
Aged in Chicago, 111., has purchased 10 
acres of land on Lawrence Ave., about 
five miles directly north of our de­
nominational headquarters building. 
The H ome Board has authorized its 
Build ing Committee to proceed with 
building plans by consulting with ar­
chitects. It is hoped that the building 
project can be started within a year. 
The present building of the Home for 
the Aged has been occupied for about 
60 years. Mr. Roland E. Ross is presi­
dent of the Board of Directors. 

BAPTIST CONGRESS 
London, England 
July 16 to 22, 1955 

All travel plans and transpor­
t ation arra ngements m u s t b e 
completed a t o n c c w ith the 
Ridg e wood Travel Burea u. 
59"-38 Myrtle Ave., Ridgewood, 
Brooklyn 27, N. Y. 

Registration forms for the 
Congress can be secured from 
Dr. Frank H. Woyke, 7308 Madi­
son Street, Forest Park, Illinois. 
They should be filled out as 
soon as possible and returned. 

e The Canaan Baptist Church near 
Crawford, Texas, has called Rev. Joe 
Bob Alexander of Shreveport, La., as 
pastor. He has served the church for 
the past three months as in terim pas­
tor. He is a graduate of Baylor Uni­
versity, and at present is also attend­
ing Southwestern Baptist Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas. Mr. and Mrs. Alex­
ander have three small children: Bob­
by, Diane and David. Mr. A lexander 
has begun his active pastorate at the 
Crawford Church, having succeeded 
Rev. J . K. Warkentin now of Corn, 
Oklahoma. 

e Rev. Fred Holzimmer, Cameroons 
missionary now in the United States 
on furlough, enrolled at the North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak., on January 24. He and 
his family are living in Sioux F alls for 
the school semester . He will study at 
the Seminary for this semester only. 
Miss Laura Reddig, who arrived from 
the Cameroons on January 28 for her 
f urlough, spent some t ime with 
friends and relatives in Cathay, S. Dak. 
and then enrolled at the Seminary in 
Sioux Falls for a few weeks of the 
spring semester. Both of these mission­
aries will report about their Camer­
oons experiences in forthcoming issues 
of the "Baptist Herald." 

e On December 27 the members and 
friends of the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta, honored Mr. and 
Mrs. William C. Dickau on their silver 
wedding anniversary. Rev. H . Schu­
macher, pastor, was in charge of the 
program in which various representa ­
tives of the church took par t by ex­
tending congratulations to Mr. and 
Mrs. Dickau. After the program a 
luncheon was served by the ladies of 
the church in the dining room. A t the 
impromptu program many had an op­
portunity to bring r eminiscences as 
they affected Mr. and Mrs. Dickau, 
whose contributions to the church life 
have been outstanding. T he church 
presented them with a set of silver­
ware. 

e On Sunday evening, J anuary 2, 
Dr. Herbert Gezork, president of An­
dover - Newton Theological School, 
Newton Centre, Mass., served as guest 
speaker at the well-known Sunday 
Evening Club held in Orchestra H all, 
Chicago, Ill. He spoke on " Christianity 
Today-Advance or R etreat'?" His pro­
vocative and deeply spiri tual ·message 
was applauded vigorously by the large 
audience. This was Dr. Gezork's firs t 
appearance at the Chicago Sunday 
E vening Club. Dr. Gezork was for­
merly pastor of the Immanuel Baptist 
Church, New York, N. Y., and Gen­
eral Secretary of the Baptist Youth 
Movement of Germany. He and Paul 
Gebauer , Cameroons Missionary, a t ­
tended Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, K y., from. which 
they received their Bachelor of Di­
vinity degrees. 
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Second Anniversary of Rev. D. S. 
Wipf's Ministry at Minnetristra 
Church, St. Bonifacius, Minn. 

On Wednesday evening, Dec. 29, as 
the year 1954 approached its close, 
Rev. D. S. Wipf and members of t he 
Minnetrista Baptist Church, St. Boni­
facius, Minn., met for a n eveni ng of 
thanksgiving. The date marked the 2nd 
anniversary of the pastor's service 
with the church. 

The early part of the evening was 
spent in song and praise during which 
r epresentatives of the various depart­
ments of t he church participated . P ic­
tures of earlier events in the lives of 
our members were cast on a screen 
and later a time of testimony, prayer 
and refreshments was shared in the 
church parlors. May the Lord bless us 
as together we a ttempt to serve him 
in this year. 

Mildred I. Krenke, Cle ric 

Baptismal Service and Mission­
ar y Program and Pictures at 
Victor, Iowa 

Four young people wer e added to 
the fellowship of the Victor Baptist 
Church, Victor , Iowa, th rough baptism 
in a worshipful candleligh t ser vice on 
December 5th. They r epresent t he 
fru it of la st summer 's Vacation Bible 
School. 

The mission vision of the church was 
also enha nced recently on J anuary 16 
through the ministry of Dr. M. L . 
Leuschner. His visi t was sponsored by 
the Victor C.B.Y. The evening mission 
offering of $11 4.1 0 will he lp the Iow a 
C.B.Y. and Sunday School Union to 
meet their goa l of $2,500 to build a 
home for one of our missionary fam i­
lies in J apan. 

Alvin Wette r , P astor. 

~;,:~\'.~:~"~"-~~~~~~~~~~~~\<~~~~~~ 

Southern Conference 
~ .. ~.::::~:::~~'\--'\\~~~~~~~~~~~\~~~':~~'!S 
Enthusiastic Youngster s, Ele­
mentary Departmen t of Central 
Church, Waco, Texas, Enjoy Tr ip 

Excitement mounted a t the Centra l 
Baptist Church, Waco, Texas, from 
t he Sunday morning when the chil­
dren decided to take a train t rip ( in­
stead of t he usual excha nge of gifts) 
for t heir Chr istmas party until the 
e vent(ul Saturday mornin g in De ­
cember when t hey a rr ived at the 
MKT (Katy ) Depot a nd boarded the 
"Tex as Bluebonnet" for Temple, 
Texas. Only a very sma ll percentage 
of the children had ridden a train be­
fore (too many autos), and t herefore 
this was tru ly an ad venture for them . 
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Mrs. Charles Marstaller , Jr., Ele­
mentary superin tendent, made t he ar ­
ra ngements and wit h the teachers, 
Mr. and Mrs. L . L. Lippe r t, Mrs. Ed­
win Will, Mrs. Vernon Ekrut a nd Miss 
Mildred Johnson, cha peroned the 
group. Mrs. Ernest S teindam took 
colored slides of us as a representative 
of the ra ilroad took us on a tour of 
the cars in the t ra in and then led us 
to our special car. We de par ted the 
sta tion a t 12:55 P.M. a nd a fter t hree 
stops a rrived in Temple at 1:45 P .M. 
We went to a nearby park for r ecre ­
ation and refreshments. We left Tem­
ple for our return trip at 2:45 P.M. 
a rriving in Waco at 3:30 P.M. 

After the children expressed th eir 
appreciation for the "swell trip," one 
J unior boy was overheard asking Mrs. 
Marstaller w hen she was going to 
take us on a p lane t rip. Well, we a re 
waiting! 

Mrs. Helen K. Ekrut, Ass't Supt. 

~~~W,..~",_~~ 

Southwestern Conference 
~~ 

Seven Young P eople are Bap­
tized a t Baptist Church, 
Creston, Nebraska 

On Sunday e vening, Dec. 19, at the 
Baptist Church of Creston, Neb., 
seven young people were baptized 
upon con fession of their faith in 
Chr ist in our newly ins talled ba p­
tistry . This was a ha ppy occasion for 
us, not only because these new con­
verts fol lowed the Lord in ba ptism, 
but also that we wer e a ble to hold 
this ser vice in our own sa nctua ry. 
This was t he first ba ptismal service 
in our church building, made possible 
because of the gene rous donat ion o r 
one of the brethren who felt t he n eed 
of a ba ptistry. Our othe1· brethren 
were only too willing to install it. 

r 

Four conver ts who w er e ba11Llz ed by Rev. 
Alvin Wetter at th e Victor Bap tist Ch urch, 

Victor , Iowa 

Left to r ight : Linda Border . Ronn ie Eg­
gert. P hyllis Davis and Douglas Fetzer 

On Sunday, J an . 2nd , a t our regular 
communion service the hand of fe l­
l owship was ex tended to these who 
had been baptized. We deeply feel 
that the Lord has placed his hand 
upon these young people for defini te 
service in his Kingdom. They are 
regular Sunday School pupils a nd at­
tend prayer meeting as often as their 
pa rents bring them. 

During these services the pas tor, 
Rev. R. C. Stading, s tressed the re­
sponsibilities of paren ts, church mem ­
bers , pastors a nd each individua l as 
to t he victor ies and fru itfu lness of 
these new followers. 

R. C. Stading, P as tor. 

~~'1 

Eastern Conference 
~~~~~""'~~ 

Eightieth Birthday Is Celebrated 
by Rev. W. S. Argow of Erie, 
Pennsylvania 

On J an. 2nd Rev. W. S. Argow of 
Erie, P a., was rem embered on h is 
80th birthday with a shower of 175 
cards and with many congratulations 
by a hos t of friends. At the Sunday 
morn ing ser vice of the Centra l Bap­
tist Church of Erie, it was announced 
by Rev. Peter Pfeiffer, pastor, that the 
Oak Street Church, Burlington, Iowa, 
had sen t the two gorgeous bouquets 
on the platform for the occasion. The 
Baptist Church of North F reedom, 
Wis., sent a purse of money . T he Im­
man uel Church of K ankakee, Il l., and 
t he West Center Street Church of 
Madison , S. Dak., sent scores of con­
gratula tory ca rds. These are form er 
churches ser ved by Brother Argow. 

In Mr. Argow's letter relating some 
of the joys of h is birthday he stated : 
"Wh at a flood of memories was opened 
to me as I read and re-r ead the mes­
sages. And to have them mention 
something said or done during our 
la bors w ith them! We often sowed in 
tears and now we can r eap w ith joy. 
This was especially true in t hose 
dar k yea rs when my beloved life 's 
companion was under a cloud. But 
God s till a nswers prayer, as he ha s 
done for Mrs. Argow. We are pray­
ing and hoping for a complete re ­
covery . Mrs. Argow baked dozens of 
Chr istmas cookies, made candy a nd 
baked my birthday cake, as good a s 
e ver , which was something she had 
not been able to do for 20 yea rs. T he 
f uture is just as bright as th e promises 
of God, and we are asking him to give 
us faith to s ta nd on his promises with 
both feet and say : Lead on ! I thank 
God for the many fr iends who ha ve 
enriched my life!" 

On Sunday , J an. 16, Mr. Argow 
supplied the pulpit of the Fi rst Uni ted 
P resbyter ian Church of Erie. He 
s~rved that church for 4 lfL yea rs some 
time ago as supply pastor. 

T he fa mily of Brother Argow pre ­
sented him w ith eight ten -dollar-bills 
to help defray h is expenses to t he 
General Conference in Waco Texas 
in June . Since graduation f;om oui'. 
Semin ary in Roches ter , N. Y., in 1902 
he has never missed a single Genera l 
Conference, which is a noble record ! 

M. L . Leuschner , Editor . 

B APTI ST H ERALD 

Spiritual Crusade Is Held 
by the Killaloe B~ptist Churches 
of Ontario 

The ' Killaloe Baptist Churches of 
Ontario experienced rich spiritual 
blessing in a series of special meet­
ings from October 20 to S·l. Rev. E . 
Ar thur McAsh, pastor of t he Ebenezer 
B aptist Church, Detroit, Mich., led 
our churches in these meetings. We 
w ere greatly inspired a nd cha llenged 
hy his spirifual messages. 

These meetings w ere conducted for 
t he deep ening of the spiritual life of 
God's people . Many were drawn 
closer to God in daily experience as 
the result of Brother McAsh's min­
is try. A t t he close of the last service 
a grea t number of people presented 
themselves in dedication and re-dedi­
cation to God, and besides a number 
made professions of faith in Christ. 
We pra ise and thank God for t he 
blessings of these meetings w it h Mr. 
McAsh . 

Lawrence W . George, P astor. 

~~ 

Central Conference 
~~~ 

$23,000 Parsonage Is Purchased 
by the White Ave. Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, Ohio 

We are happy to repor t that the 
White A venue Baptist Church of 
Cleveland, Ohio, has taken the com­
mendable step of purchasing a new 
parsonage, which is n ow b eing occu­
pied by t he pastor, Rev. Edwa rd Kary , 
a nd his family. This "new" home, ob­
tained for the pur chase price of $23,000, 
is not bra nd new but is one of t he 
older , w ell- built a nd well-kept-up 
homes located on a beautiful s treet 
in t he Cleveland H eights area . In a r­
r a ngement and convenience, it is ideal 
as a parsonage. 

It is indeed heartening w hen a 
church sees the n eed of improving the 
living quar ters of its pastor a nd is 
w illing to make t he sacr ifice tha t th is 
enta ils . Surely, God w ill bless this 
venture of faith on the par t of h is 
children! 

Recently four new members were 
a ccepted in to the fellowship of the 
church. On Sunday, Dec. 19th, the 
Church Choir, under t he d irection of 
Mrs. Winifred Bessel, presen ted the 
Christmas canta ta,. -"The Wor ld 's True 
Light." Miss Cha l"iotte Tebbe served 
as organist. 

Mrs. Edward Kary, Reporter. 
~~~~~ 

Dakota Conference 
~~~ 

Ten Converts Baptized at 
Watchnight Ser vice Held by 
Ba ptist Church, Herreid, S. Dale 

At the Watclmight Service held by 
the Baptist Church of Herreid, S. 
Da k. , we had the joy of receiv ing 
twelve new me m ber s into the fe llow­
ship of our church, ten through bap­
ti sm and t wo by letter. The ten con -
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Rev. A. Krombein (right) of Eureka, S. Dak., a n d twenty- three converts whom h e baptized 
a t the W at chnight Service 

ver ts who wer e baptized were saved 
in the evangelistic m eetings w hich we 
conducted l ast fall. In Herreid Rev. 
E. P. Wahl of Edmonton, Alta., served 
a s evangelist, and at our Gnaden feld 
s tation Rev. P aul Galam bos of S tree­
ter , North Dakota . The services of 
both brethren were greatly appreci­
ated by our people. 

Our church w it h i ts d iITerent de­
par tments is enjoying peace an d ha r­
mony and is looking forward to even 
gr eater blessings in 1955. Dur ing the 
Chr is tmas season the pas tor and his 
w ife, Rev. a nd Mrs. C. S. F enske, w ere 
t he recipients of many lovely gifts. The 
church also voted a financial r aise of 
$450 to help defray car and pension 
expenses for which w e ar e grateful. 

E . S . Fenske, P astor . 

Twenty-three Converts are 
Baptized at Watchnight Service, 
Eureka, South Dakota 

All the stat ions of the Baptist 
Church, Eureka, S. Da k. , cam e to-

'''"''~;·~·;~~~·······~·~·~·;~·;;·~~;,····,=_· 
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Another Centra l Conference 
area report from B enton Barbor , 
Mich., appears on page 22 of 
this issue. 
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gether on Dec. 31st for a special oc­
casion . The church was filled t o t he 
last sea t. For the opening we had a 
very impressive baptismal service. 
After an inspiring message on bap­
t ism, the pastor, Rev. A. Krombein, 
had t he privilege of baptizing 23 can­
didates into the death of Jesus Christ. 
We thank the Lord for all those wh o 
a re w illing to follow Chr ist in bap­
tism. Sixteen pr ecious souls gave 
their h ear ts to Christ last October 
when Rev. Walter Stein of T yndall, 
S. Da k., was our evangelist. One fam­
ily of five persons came over to us 
from another denomina tion a nd were 
ready to follow J esus Chris t in b ap­
tism. 

After th is service, the church par­
ticipated in the Lord 's Supper. At 
that time all those who had been bap­
t ized and two others, who came by 
letter t o us, r eceived the hand of fe l­
lowship in to t he church . T hen w e had 
a social ga thering w ith a light lunch 
ser ved to all w h o a re present a nd 
with new a cqua intances made wit h 
st rangers and visi tors. 

Again we gathered in t he ma in 
room of the church for the closing 
hour of the old yea r . We hear d a 
number of testimonies in w hich i t 
was expressed how graciously God 
had guided us du ring the year. In 
earnest prayer on our k nees we en­
tered the new y ear . 

A. Krombein, Pastor. 

T he $23,000 " n ew" pa rsonage of the White Ave. Baptist Ch urch. Cleveland, Ohio, of wh ich 
Rev. a nd Mrs. Ed ward !Cary a nd family are th e first occu pants 
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The n ew building of the Baptis t Church at Leola, S. Dak ., a mission station of the Eureka 
Bapti st Church, which was d edicated on Sunday, Dec. 19th 

Evangelistic Crusade and Christ­
mas Candlelight Service at Plum 
Creek Church, Emery, S. Dak. 

We of the P lum Creek Baptist 
Church near Emery, S. Dak ., a re 
grateful that the Lord has cont inued 
to pour out his blessings on us at our 
church. F rom November 2 to 14, we 
had our "Spiritual Advance Crusade" 
with Rev. A. Beaty, pastor of Chan­
cellor , South Dakota. The Spirit of 
God manifes ted his presence in t he 
decisions that were made for salva­
tion and consecration . 

Recen tly, we had the joy and privi­
lege of " licensing to preach" Curtis 
Fau th , one of our boys attending 
Bethel Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., and 
also, Ber t Itterman, who served us 
d uring May a nd J une as interim pas­
tor and is attending our Seminary in 
Sioux F alls, South Dakota. 

On Sunday evening, Dec. 19, the 
Choir and the J unior CBY p resented 
a Christmas Candlelight service which 

was directed by Mrs. Willis Potratz. 
This ser vice was appreciated by the 
many w ho a ttended. R ev. Willis P o­
tratz is pastor of the chu rch. 

Mrs. Lester Juch t, Re porter. 

New Basement Church a t 
Leola, S. Dak., a M ission of 
Eureka Church , Is D edicated 

Dur ing the past five years the Bap­
tist Church of Eurek a, S . Dak ., has 
built two new churches. In 1950 we 
completed a nd d edicated ou r n ew 
church edifice in the town of Eureka. 
Om· st~tion, Hoffnungsfeld, was 
located m the country between E u­
reka and L eola. Since many of the 
people have moved to L eola, the Hoff­
nungsfeld station was disol ved a year 
ago a nd a new m ission established in 
L eola. We also decided to build a new 
church there. 

The Leola station plan ned lo build 
a new edifice, 36 x 64 fee t, and to p u t 
up the shell of the building, complet-

The choir a nd J unior CBY of the Plum Creelc Baptist Church near Em ery, S. Da le., a t th e 
Christmas Can dlelight Service with Mrs. Willis Potratz, director, at the left 
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ing the basem en t and fi n ishing the 
rest of the church as soon as possib le. 
These pla ns have now been ca rr ied 
out successfully. 

On Sunday, Dec. 5, the l}eW base­
m ent chur ch at L eola, S. Dak., was 
dedicated. It was a great day of r e­
joicing for ou r entir e Eureka church. 
Our n eighboring churches of H erreid , 
Ashley and Aberdeen h ad been in­
v ited and a capacity crow d was on 
hand. Mrs . A. Bibelheimer of Ash ley, 
N. Dak., spoke to the Sunday School. 
Rev. A . Bibelheimer, Ashley, N. Dale, 
brought the dedication m essage, a nd 
R ev. A. K rombein, pastor, offered the 
prayer of ded ication. 

In the afternoon greetings were 
brought by several v isiting ministers 
a nd repor ts given by members of t he 
church . T he treasurer of the L eola 
Church r eported t ha t t hus fa r the 
new edifice has cost $18,000 A loan of 
$10,000 has b een made from the d e­
nomina tion's Church and Loan F u nd . 
I r. t he even ing ser v ice Rev. T homas 
Lutz of Aberdeen , S . Dak ., brough t us 
a m essage of pr ofound b lessing . T~e 
Leola Church Choir r endered a beau ti­
ful selection. The offerings on th is 
dedica tion day totaled $1700. 

A. Krombein, P astor . 

Wa tchnigh t Service, Young 
P eople's Program and Building 
Plan s, Turtle Lake, North Dakota 

T he Turtle L ake Baptist Church of 
Turtle L ak e, N. Dak., held its annual 
bus iness m eeting prior to the W atch­
n igh t Ser vice to usher in the yea r 
1955. Following the customar y e lec­
t ion o f officers, we re tired to t he 
ch urch par lors for r efresh ments 
ser ved by the lad ies of the church . 
Upon re tu rning to the sanctua ry , Nor­
man Schlafmann, Clinton J esser and 
L aVerne H aas, s tudents at our Semi­
n ary in Sioux F a lls, S . Da k., b rough t 
brief but challenging m essages from 
God 's Word. Mrs. R ichard Walcker 
of Riverdale, N. Da k., sang t he inspir­
ing se lection , "T he H oly City." 

God has blessed us in th is past year. 
Each L ord's Day brings new evidence 
of the need of a more adequa te struc­
t ure a nd we are much in prayer for 
God:s gu idance as we under take this 
challenge t ha t he has set before us. 
Goals have been set, com mit tees a re 
prayerfully working, a nd we trust it 
will not be too long before we w ill 
realize our new "house of worship." 

The young people of our church 
spe nt a n evening caroling the Christ­
mas message throughou t the street~ 
and homes of ou r city. Severa l n um ­
bers were a lso sung at t he loca l hos­
pital. U pon r eturning to the ch u rch 
parlors, they were greeted w ith steam ­
ing hot chocolate and sandw iches by 
several of the mothers. Just before 
the outing, they presented t heir 
Chr istm as pr ogram to a la rge a udi ­
ence. A short skit entitled, " I Won­
der ," bringing ou t the purpose of 
caroling was given, a long with severa l 
readings a nd musica l n umbers. 

We r ejoice in the fe llowship of our 
pastor, Rev. Her ber t Schauer, his 
wife, and lovely child ren, a nd look 
forward to a blessed and fru itful t ime 
under their m inistr y. 

Mrs. Arnold F ranke, Reporter. 

BAPTIST HERALD 

~~'®.~~~~ 

Atlantic Conference 
~~~ 

C.B.Y. of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Bethleh em , Pa., 
Sponsor s the Wa tchnight Service 

What a wonderful thing it is w hen 
you ng people give their hear ts to 
Chr ist! Old things a re passed away­
a ll thing are becom e n ew . We of the 
Calvary Baptist Church of Bethlehem, 
Pa., thank God for Christian young 
people who desire to welcome the 
New Year in the Lord's house w ith 
Christ. S uch was the intent ion of t he 
m embers of the CBY, as they planned 
a Watchnight Ser vice to include t he 
en tir e church and their friends . 

T he program began a t 9:00 P.M. 
wit h the singing of hymns and prayer . 
A Christian fi lm, "Reaching From 
Heaven," was shown. A socia l in the 
lower a uditor ium followed the film. 
The Fellowship Commission served 
ca ke a nd ice cream . Several members 
of the church submitted infant photos 
of their families . These were num­
bered so each individual present could 
try to guess w hom each picture rep­
r esented. 

After the socia l, a service of prayer 
and praise was r esumed in the upper 
sanctuary. Rev. Rober t Cook was in 
cha rge of the latter part of the serv­
ice, a t w hich time hymns appropriate 
to close the old year and begin t he 
new were su ng. Individuals r esponded 
to the Holy Spirit by testifying of the 
answer to prayers and m any blessings 
God had bestowed u pon them in 1954. 
The girls quarte t sang "Shine On Me," 
while Rober t L ewis rendered a solo, 
"The Love of God." P astor Cook p re­
sen ted a few challenging words for 
the year 1955 w hich was fo llowed by 
silent pr ayer and closed in p rayer b y 
Helmuth Schreiber . 

T he conclusion of the program con­
sis ted of a large circle for m ed by 
ever y one present. Ha nds wer e 
clasped as "Blest Be the Tie Tha t 
B inds" w as sung. 

Dor is Dorozowski, Reporter . 

Northern Conference 
1i...~'i~)."'i;"&~~~"&"'f::~~~"&~'><~"-~~~~~ 

Calvary Church, Wctaskiwin, 
J\.lberla, Grants Pa~tor Leave 
of Absen ce for European Trip 

The annual business meeting of t he 
Calvar y Baptist Cht .rch of Wetaski­
win , Alber ta, was held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 29. Rev. H . Sch u m acher , our pas­
tor, was t he chairm a n and there was 
a fi ne repor t of the year 's work by 
a ll depa rlments. !Ji spite of our build ­
ing pr oject, our missiona ry offerings 
have increased considerably over the 
last year. 

One of the high ligh ts of the meeting 
was that our pastor was granted a 
th ree mont hs' leave of absence .in or­
der to go to E urope th is s ummer. We 
as a church have much for which to 
praise the Lord. 

Agnes Doering, Repor ter. 
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The choir of the Baptist Church , Nokomis, 
Sask ., with th e Chris tma s decoration s in 

th e backg round 

New Pulpit and Inspirational 
P rograms at the Baptist Church, 
Nokomis, Sask. 

There have been m any blessings that 
we of the Baptist Church, Nokomis, 
Sask ., have recently enjoyed. From 
November 22 to December 3 we ha d 
evangelistic meetings w ith Rev. and 
Mrs. Walter Hoffman of Ebenezer , 
Sask . The m eetings wer e well at­
tended . The Lord richly blessed us in 
t hese days as two young peop le ac­
cep ted him as Savior and m any r e­
d edicated their lives to him for a closer 
wa lk. 

On December 19th our pastor, Rev. 
Oscar Fritzke, greatly surprised t he 
church by saying, "This is the last 
Sunday I am s tanding behind t h is pul­
p it." Of cou rse, most of us had the 
idea that he was r esign ing only to be 
told that we were being offered an~ 
other pu lpit if we donated the present 
one to th e n ew chapel b eing built on 
the Muscowpetung India n R eserve. 
The Proseilo family donated a beau­
tiful new pulpit to t he church in m em­
or y of Ma rvin ~ast~r. In the even ing 
we had ou1· d edication service for the 
new pulpit. 

T he Sunday School p resen ted their 
program on Christm as E ve. The choir 
p resented t heir ca n ta ta , " I mmanuel 
F o.rever ," on Sunday even ing, Dec . 26, 
fo r w h ich we had a large a t tendance. 

The C.B.Y. in ch u rch has a lso been 
active. They gave their annua l pro­
gram Dec. 31s t and p resen ted the play, 
"Church Bells." After the pr ogram , we 
had lunch and fe llowsh ip in the base­
men t, coming back to the auditorium 
for our Watchnigh t Ser vice. T he old 
year was closed after testimony, p raise 
a nd fellowship w ith a communion 
ser vice. We praise God for being so 
precious to us during t he past year . 
May he continue to lead us in this 
year! 

Mrs. Oscar F r itzke, Reporter . 

Chr is tmas Cantata Rendered by 
Church and Junior Choirs at 
Golden Prairie, Sask. 

A sacred concert was given on Sun­
day, Dec. 19th , by t he mixed a nd jun­
ior choirs of t he First Baptist Church 
of Golden Prail"ie, Sask., w ith a large 
crowd in attendance. T he p·:·'.).: •·am 

consisted of a Christmas ca rol can­
tata, "Prepar e Him Room," by Rose­
mary Hadler and published b y the 
Lorenz Publish in g Compan y. Begin­
ning with the joyous p roclamation , 
"The Savior reigns," on t o t he solos 
of t he wise m en w ho sang their hom­
age t o the Christ- child , the can tat a 
was climaxed with t he fortissimo ac­
clamation of " Gloria , Gloria, Glory to 
the new born King." 

The p rogram included duets, qua r ­
tets, solos, poem s and a contemporary 
Christmas story. A manger - scene pag­
ean t w as presented b y the juniors. A 
bea utiful scene of the town of Bethle­
hem with its brigh t star in the back­
ground was pa inted b y Rev. A. Lam­
precht . This centered our thoughts 
a round that fir st Christm as E ve when 
our Savior was bor n on this earth. 
Under the a ble leadership of Mrs. 
L a mprecht this concer t proved to be 
a blessing to everyone w ho atten ded. 

We a re grateful to God tha t we have 
Rev. an d Mrs. A. L amprecht to assist 
us in the work of the L ord here in 
our church. Our p rayer in this year is 
that we as choir and you ng people may 
cont inue to serve our Master in song 
and word. 

Inez Unrath, Secretary. 

!$.~~~ 

Pacific Conference 
~~~~~~ 

Christm as and New Year 's Pro­
grams at the Bethel Bapt ist 
Church , Missoula, Montana 

Many things of interest have been 
h appening at the B e th e 1 Baptist 
Church of Missou la, Mont. W e held 
r evival meetings f rom Nov. 30 to Dec. 
12 wit h Rev. ·Ron Dalzell of Thief 
River Falls , Minn., as our evangelist. 
Several young people took a definite 
stand for Chr is t , and we pra ise God 
for them . 

Om· Ch r istmas celebra tions were 
ma ny and varied . W e held a Germa n 
worship service on Chr istmas m orning 
and on Chr is tmas E ve the Sunday 
School p resented a fine progr am. The 
youngster s sang a nd recited and the 
in termediate gir ls gave a shor t dia­
logue. S unday after Christmas our 
pastor , Rev. C. T . R emple, gave us a 
s hor t message in English a bout Christ­
mas, a nd on Sunday even ing we wer e 
favored with some beautiful songs 
rendered by our young ladies sextet. 

New Year 's E ve was a lso devoted in 
part to Christmas worship . T he you ng 
people rendered a very inspiring 
Chris tmas d i a lo g u e and beau tiful 
songs. Afterward, we were ser ved r e ­
freshmen ts by our ladies. At 11 o'c lock 
we returned to the sanctuary, a nd our 
pastor served us at the communion 
table. The last fifteen m inutes of t he 
year were spen t in prayer. 
· we held our a nnua l bus iness meet­

ing on Tuesday. Dec. 28. W e elected 
Mr. Jacob Metzger to fill the vacancy 
of deacon left by our dear depar ted 
Broth er H intz. We gave our pastor a 
gift of money because we feel he is 
doing such a fine job. We are truly 
looking forward to a blessed year! 
Mrs. Geraldine L. Noland, Reporter. 
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Reception for Rev. and Mrs. 
G. Beutler by Victoria Ave. 
Church, Chilliwack, B. C. 

Friends and members of the Vic­
toria Avenue Baptist Church, Ch illi­
wack, B. C., gather ed on Sunday eve­
ning, Dec. 5th, to welcome our new 
minister, R ev. and Mrs. G. Beutler 
and family. Dr. A. S. Felberg and R ev. 
Gerhard Gebauer and congregations 
from the Ebenezer and the Bethany 
Churches, Vancouver, B. C., had been 
invited to attend. 

Congregational singing led by Dr. 
Felberg opened the evening service. 
Welcoming sermons wer e preached by 
Dr. F elber g in English and Mr. Ge­
bauer in German. Rev. S. Wenham of 
the First Baptist Church of Chilliwack 
also spoke encour aging words of wel­
come as w ell as representatives from 
a ll organizations of our church, includ­
ing our interim pastor, Mr. Hugo 
J antz. 

Al though the evening was a very 
joyous one for a ll at this r eception, we 
a lso bade fa r ewell to our interim pas­
tor, Mr. Hugo J antz, and his w ife. Mr. 
J. Dyck, deacon, expressed words of 
appreciation for the fine services ren­
der ed and the blessings we r eceived 
through his ministry. We praise and 
thank God for sending R ev. G. Beut­
ler to us and we are looking forward 
to a blessed time in the fu ture as we 
la bor hand in ha nd for our Master. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
REPORTS 

Volume with minu tes a nd sta­
tistics of confer ences, church 
letters and vital informa tion 
pertaining to North American 

Baptist Chu rches. 
Price- Sl.00 Per Copy 

ROGER WILLIAMS PRESS, 
3734 P ayne A venue 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 

Bible Studies, Christmas Pro­
grams and Watchnight Service 
a t Elk Grove. Calif. 

The First Baptist Church of Elk 
Grove Calif. , was pr ivileged to have 
D1·. vi'ncent Bennett, well known Bible 
teacher and a uthor, a t our church 
from Nov. 28 to Dec. 5. Dr. Benne t t's 
theme for the week was "Understand­
ing Calvary." It w as evident that God 
was present a t these meetings, for at 
the last service m any came for ward, 
dedicating their lives to Christ. 

A fi ne Christmas program was pre­
sented by the Sunday School on 
Christmas Eve, consisting of a pag­
enat, recitations by t he children and 
musical numbers. The offer ing of the 
evening was des ign ated for the K o­
r ean chi ldren . 

An inspiring program was a ls:i 
presented at the Watchnight S er vice. 
From 8:00 to 10:00 P .M. mus ical num-

On Sunday evening, Dec. 26, the ber s were given by the choir, organist, 
Woman's Missionary Society rendered church band, pianist, male quartet , 
a very interesting and ins piring pro- men's octet and a musical r eadin g. 
gr am. Several voca l numbers by duets, F rom 10:00 to 11:00 P.M. we en joyed 
trios and quar tets as well as instru - a t ime of fellowship. The last hour 
menta l numbers were enjoyed. A heart was the m ost blessed as we gathered 
stirring play entitled, "The Christmas around the L ord's Table to observe 
Miracle," was rendered. Mr. Beutler t he Lord's Supper and a lso to listen 
spoke words of praise and encourage- to a challenging meditation by ou r 
ment to close the service. pastor , R ev. W. W. K na uf. 

Mrs. Henry A. Tepper, Repor te'r . Lillian Graf, Reporte r . 
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DECEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS-NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 

CONTRIBUT IONS FOR ALL PURPOSES 
Conferences D ec. 1954 Dec. 1953 

Atlan t ic ......... ........ ...... .... ... ........................ $ 4,164.67 $ 3,272.27 
Central .......... ......... ..... ... ................ ... ... ...... . 25,11 8.35 17,349.95 
Dakota .............. .. ......... .. .......... ... ... ............... 13,540.60 20,596.77 
Eastern ............................................... ......... 1,760.65 1,269.63 
Northern ..................... .. ............................... 10,340.29 11,227 .20 
Northwestern ........... .... .. .. ....... .................. 13,243.35 9,449.57 
Pacific ............... .... ....... .. ...................... .. ...... l 0,196.88 13,913. 73 
Southern ............ ......... .... ... ........................ 5,213.41 5,632.56 
Southwestern ......................... ... ........... ..... 7,849.34 10,124.97 

Total Contributions ........................ $91,427 .54 $92,836.65 

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED Budget 
Contribu tions 

For the month of December, 1954 ........ $76,399.51 
For the month of December, 1953 ........ 90,599.68 
For the month of December, 1952 ........ 92,706.83 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

Other 
Purposes 

$15,028.03 
2,236.97 
9,540.05 

April 1, 1954 to December 31 , 1954 .... 39Z·,643.94 96,006.07 
Apri l l , 1953 to December 31, 1953 .... 424,555.31 17 ,770.47 
April 1, 1952 to December 31, 1952 .... 36S',884.15 65,774.91 

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FOR THE TRIENNIUM 
April J, 1952 to December 31, 1954 1,403,424.68 206,690.33 
April 1, 1951 to December 31, 1953 1,332,064.89 202,116.93 
April J, 1950 to December 31, 1952 1,166,261.55 271,166.3 1 
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Dec. 1952 
$ 4,926.96 

21,789.70 
19,212.03 

2,831.52 
12,503.28 
1 z·,056.38 
12,796.61 

1,96 l.87 
13,168.53 

$1 02,246.88 

Tota l 
Con l ribu lion~ 
$ 91,427 .54 

92,836.65 
J 02,246.88 

489,650.01 
442,325. 78 
429,659 .06 

1,610,1 15.0 1 
I ,534, 18 1.82 
1,437 ,427 .86 

*~~~~~~~~ 

Central Conference 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Twenty-three Converts Are 
Baptized at Clay Street Church, 
Benton Harbor, Michigan. 

A most inspirationa l Watchnight 
Service at the Clay Street Ba ptis t 
Ch ur ch of Ben ton H arbor, Mich., 
epitomized an unpreceden ted year of 
success in the church's history. A fel­
lowship dinner to initiate a Build ing 
F u nd drive resu lted in the r aisin g of 
$165,000 in cash a nd pledges. Ap­
proximately $1500 was given for the 
denomina tion a l expansion program 
a nd a brand n ew 48 passenger bus 
was purchased for the Sunday School, 
together with many other noteworthy 
achievements. 

The fi rst hour of the three-hour 
Watchnigh t Service was a program 
rendered by our Christian Youth Fe l­
lowship. This featured solos, duets, 
m usical nu mbers, climaxed by a very 
inspiring play entitled, "God's Gift" 
written by Vivian Hoover. This was 
a most wholesome setting fo r the re­
ception of six n ew members and an 
impressive Commun ion S er vice which 
fo llowed. , Mr. Conrad Sommerfeld 's 
fa ith ful. ser vice as deacon of the 
church for twelve years was public­
ly recognized by the pastor, Rev. Wil­
lia m H oover. H e is a charter member 
an d has been a pillar of t he church 
for 45 years, a nd is loved and re­
spected by all. Due to a general 
church ruling h e was not e ligible for 
re-elect ion. 

With the close of the communion 
ser vice, the congregation was invited 
to th e din ing parlors to fe llowship 
around the tables. Our New Year's 
Eve services are becoming more popu­
lar and a r e drawing larger crowds 
each year. Testimon ies in terspersed 
w ith sp ecia l numbers wer e given. The 
old year was closed and the new year 
greeted in intercessory grayer. 

A lready we have seen tan gib le r e ­
sul ts to our prayers. For the past two 
Sundays, souls have responded to the 
in vitations by our pastor. On Sunday 
night, Jan 2, our pastor baptized 23 
new conver ts and on Sunday, Jan . 9, 
24 received the hand of fellowship, 
thus mak ing it 30 new members since 
New Yea r's Eve. Among those bap­
t ized, the re was one 75 yea rs old and 
two over 70 years of age. 

The Sunday School under the di ­
rection of Leo Spitzke and his per­
sonnel of 43 workers has r eached new 
h ighs in attendance and giving d ur­
ing thi s past year. A budget of over 
$7000 and a r ecord attendance of 575 
be long to the heretofore ach ieve­
ments . The old parsonage with its 
e leven rooms was taken over by the 
Sund ay School and equipped for Sun­
day School purposes. The new bus 
w hich the Sunday School helped to 
purchase was a contributing factor in 
he lping the Boy's Brigade win the 
trophy at the annual r a lly at Wheaton, 
I ll. , in competing against four o the r 
s tates. 

John H. McDonald, R epor ter. 

BAPTTST H ERALD 

Day of Prayer 
Friday, February 25 

WE, THE WOMEN 
(Contin ued from P age 14) 

faith, our will and our submission to 
G od's will. All of us know of extra­
ordinary happenings in our lives 
w h ich ar e the working out of this 
principle. It devolves upon us that 
ther e should be more. 

If we enlarge our vision of the po­
tent iality of prayer, we J0111 w ith 
othe rs, whether it be in on e place, at 
one t ime (Matt. 18:20) or in a wider 
fellowship, boun d together for a pur­
pose. As Baptist women, we have two 
stated occasions in which we engage 
in this m inistr y: The Ba ptist Women's 
Day of Prayer , usually obser ved in 
December and the World Day of 
Prayer in' which we join with Chr is­
tion women in eve ry clime and na tion. 
This yea r, it is on February 25. We 
a re ask ed to reflect on the theme: 
"Abide in Me" (John 15:4). We know 
that we cannot do this unless we be­
lieve a nd live out ou r Lord's words 
stated in t he following ver se (v. 5): 
"I am t he vine, ye a re the branch_es: 
he that abideth in me, and I in h 11:1, 
the sam e bringeth forth much frui t: 
for w ithout me ye can do· nothing ." 

The r esult of this endeavor may 
never b e com puted in huma n reckon­
ing. " More th ings a re wrought by 
prayer than this world dreams of 
For so the whole round earth is every 
way bound by gold chains about the 
feet of God" (Alfred T ennyson )· 

In a recent letter from Dr. Gilbert 
Laws, a good friend a nd an eminent 
British Ba pt ist minis te r , I find th~se 
s ignificant lines "The bur den r estmg 
on governments' all around th e world 
is heavy; heart a nd conscience must 
be nigh overwhelmed . . . We can 
only pray for a ll such including those 
who do not p ray for themselves: t hese! 
need it more." 

Yes, in the words of Franl< C. Lau ­
bach, '.'Prayer can be the mightiest 
force in the wor ld." 

Let us use it! 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
(Cont inued from Page 13 ) 

the Massachusetts Colony, by found~ng 
th e city of Providence and announcmg 
Principles of civil r ights which "~ere 
later incorporated into the Constitu­
tion of the United States. H e stands as 
a. gr a nd relief against the skyline of 
h is tory, a nd every Baptist s hould be­
come acquainted with his biography, 
the con troversial issues of his life, an_d 
~is profou nd Baptist convictions. Tlus 
illustr ated, paper bound broch ure, 
costing only 25 cents postpaid, can ? e 
secu red by writin g to the Baptist Lit­
erature Bureau, 152 Madison Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 

FEBRUARY, 24, 1955 

CIBITCTBR9 
J\IR. PETER DEMUTH 

of Wash ington County, Texas. 

Mr. P eter Demut'h of Washington County. 
Texas, son of Anton a nd Augusta Schwen­
ker Demuth, was born in Germany on 
September 24, 1905 and passed away on 
D ecember 15. 1954 at his home a fter an ill­
ness of several months. He came to Amer­
ica with his parents at the age of 13 and 
settled in Wash ington County, Texas, 
where he spent the remainder of his l ife. 
He was married the firs t lime to Miss 
F rieda Hodde who preceded him in death 
in 1942. On July 24, 1943 he married Miss 
Lydia Lued emann. His first wife bore 'him 
two daughters; the second union was 
blessed with four sons. 

On May 28, 1950 Peter Demuth was bap ­
tized on profession of his faith in Christ 
and un ited with the G reenvine Baptis t 
Church. He was a devoted h usband and 
father as well as a good provider of the 
material necessities of life. He an d his 
fam ily made it a pract ice to be in God·s 
house regularly. L ast July Mr . Demuth 
had to have two brain operations w hich 
culminated in his death. He was al peace 
with God, having su rrendered h is all lo 
him. 

Survivors include h is wi fe and the fol ­
lowing children: Gertrude, student al the 
Rio Grande Bible Institute of Edinburg. 
Texas; Gloria; Harvey; Pete, Jr.; David: 
and Larry; a ll of Brenham; his mother, 
Mrs. Augusta Demut'h; two brothers: 
Anton and Frank of Brenham and New 
Braunfels, Texas. respectively; and two 
s isters in Germany. T h e undersigned used 
the words of Job 1 :21 b as the basis [or th e 
funeral message. 

Greenvine Baptist Ch u r ch , 
Burton, Texas 

FRANK ARMBRUSTER. Pastor. 

J\IRS. MARTHA SC H M E LTEKOPF 
of Kyle, T exas. 

Mrs. Martha Schmel tekopf of Kyle. 
Texas. was born on April 6. 1873. al Reiken­
sachsen, Hessen , Germa n y, and went to be 
with the Lord suddenly on December 2Q, 
1954. while at the home of her da ughter in 
K yle. Texas. at the age of 81 years. 8 
months and 14 days. 

ShC' came to th is country with her par­
ents. Mr. and Mrs. Deiss. and sellled in the 
Green vine community near Burton. Texa'. 
in the year of 1885. The following year she 
was conver ted and baptized by Rev. Fran I;: 
Kiefer and became a member of the Grecn ­
vine Baptist Church. 

In the year 1893 she was uni ted in mar­
riage to Herman .Tuerges who preceded 
her in death in 1919. Uniting in marri"gc 
with Henry Sch mellek opf of K yle. she be­
came the s tepmother of nine child1·en whom 
she loved a nd served until he r death. Mr. 
Henr:v Schmeltekopf precedect her in deat•1 
in 1924, a lso a daughter . Mrs. Otto H ill. 
in the year of 1925. 

She leaves lo mourn her passing six sons: 
W. C.. Arthur, Henry, Emil. Walter a nd 
Chark s. a ll of Kyle. Texas : two daughters: 
Mrs. Kur! Lengefeld. Kyle. Texas: and Mrs. 
Ar thur Loewer. Branch. La.: 30 grandch il­
dren; IG gr eat-grandchildre n ; many niec~~ 
and nephews and a host of fri~nds anr\ 
fellow chu rch members of the Tmmanuel 
Baptist Church . where she was a fa ithfu l 
member since 1920. 

Rev. Edwin Kraemer of Gatesville. Tex?~. 
:ind the Rev. J . B. Holt of New Braunfels. 
Texas. assisted in the funera l services con­
ctucted by Rev. Eldon Schroeder. pas tor of 
the Immanuel Baptist Church. 

Immanuel Baptis t Church. 
Kyle. Texas 

ELDON G . SCHROEDER. Pastor. 

"Let not your hear t be troubl ed : ye 

believe in God, believe also in me,. J esus 

{John 14:1). 

MR. P HIL I P WACKER 
of Turtle Lake, North Dakota. 

Mr. Philip Wacker o f Turtle Lake. N. 
Dak .. was born Nov. 2, 1871 in South Russia 
and died Dec. 31, 1954 at the Turtle Lake 
Hospital at the age of 83 years, 1 m onth 
and 29 days . The cause of h is death was 
a ttributed to a growing tu mor that could 
not be checked . He came to America a t 
the age of 12, living near Long L ake, South 
Dakota. In 1899 h e moved to Anamoose, N. 
Dak.. w here he homesteaded an d in 1901 
he moved to a farm southwest of Turtle 
Lake on which h e lived u ntil 1930. Since 
1930 he 'had lived in the city of Turtle Lake. 

He was married to Eva Mittlieder in 1899. 
To this union came eleven ch ildren. Seven 
of these preceded the father in death dur­
ing infancy and early childhood. His first 
wife a lso passed to her eternal home in 
July, 1929. He was united in mar riage to 
his second wife: Theresa Heissler on Nov. 
3C, 1930. She together w ith his fou r chil ­
dren remain lo mourn his passing. T he 
children are: Esther, Mrs. Ch ester J ohn­
son. Turtle L ake; Edna. Mrs. Fred Wagner, 
Falkirk . N. Dak .; Edw in of Turtle Lake 
and Walter of Colorado Springs, Colorad o. 
One step-son preceded him in death; two 
s tep-sons and th ree step -daughters still r e­
ma in; also seven grandchildren. two great­
grandchildren and many frien ds. 

As " young man he made things right 
w ith his Maker a nd on confession of fa it 'i 
in Christ and baptism became a member 
of rhe Bethel Baptis t C hurch. then loca ted 
south of Turtle Lake. He was a charter 
member of th is church. He served h is Lord 
and chur ch in many capacities through the 
years a nd his spirit of prayer and devotion 
w ill be missed by a ll. All his life and 
especially in the last year of suffering he 
fa ithfully lived up lo h is favorite Bible 
verse. which also was the text for th" 
funeral message: " I have fought a good 
fight. I have finished my course. I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid u p 
for me a crown of righ teousn ess·· (2 Tim. 
4 :7 -8 ). 

Turtle Lake. North Dakota 

H. SCHAUER. Pastor. 

i\IR. ARTH UR PENNER 
of Det roit, Michigan . 

Mr . Arthur P enner of Detroit. Mich .. 
was born Dec. 8. 1902. in Poland. and de­
parted from ou r m idst qu ite suddenly Dec. 
17. 1954, at h is 'home in Detroit . He reached 
the age of 52 years. Mr. P enne1 .. s illness 
was a weal< heart condition. On account 
of ti1is. his wife and he p lanned a trip to 
Florida. Having enjoyed that cl imate for 
s ix weeks. they returned again to Detroit. 
On the third day at home the dear brother 
s uffe red a hear t attack which brought his 
young life to a sudden close. 

Mr. Penner was a sincere Christian. H e 
served the Burns Ave. Baptist Church for 
many years as a member of the trustees, 
and he a lso was chosen as th e p resident 
of the Men·s B ible Class. He was alw,ys 
ready to give a testimony. So at the last 
prayer meeting before his departure he 
had a word of thanks for his Savior. 

Mr. Penner had emigrated in his child­
hooct with his paren ts lo Canada. In 1919 
the family came to Detroit. In 1925 he 
accepted Jesus as his Savior and was bap­
tized by th e Rev. B. G raf. 

On Monday. Dec. 20. the fune ral serv ice 
too was held a t the Burns Ave. Chur ch. 
Many friends and relatives besides the 
members of the church were present to 
pay their last respect. There was a beauti­
ful display of flowers all around the audi­
torium. Fitting songs were rendered by the 
men. The pastor in charge of the service 
based h is message of comfort on John 
14: 1-3. After this comforting service t'1e 
body was taken to the White Chapel Me­
morial Cemetery. 

The deceased leaves to mourn h is d e­
parture his sorrowing w ife. Ida: th e two 
sons: David and Frederick: his mol'her. 
Mrs. Johanna Penner: and fou r sisters : 
Mrs. Adolph Rossel. Mrs. Al Beard. Mrs. 
Roy Dymmel. and Mrs. Henry Raese. as 
well as many friends and relatives. and •1is 
chu rch. 

Burns Ave. Baptist Chuch, 
Detroit, Michigan 

H. P . KAYSER. Cor respond ent. 

23 



Husband: "You must think automo­
biles grow on trees." 

Wife : "Silly! Ever ybody knows they 
come from plants." 

Cus tomer: "Remember that cheese 
you sold me yesterday?" 

Grocer: "Yes, madam." 
Customer: "Did you say it w as im­

ported or deported from S witzer land?" 

H ub by: "What are we having for 
dessert tonight, dear ?" 

The Mrs.: "Sponge cake. I sponged 
t he eggs from Mrs. Brown, the flour 
from Mrs. Smith, and the milk from 
Mrs. J ones." 

The boy's mother found him sobbing 
in the basemen t. 

"Willy, darling, wha t's the matter?" 
"The hammer fell on Daddy's toe." 

" Why, that's nothing for you to cry 
about." 

" I didn't cry. I laughed." 

Son: "Why is Father singing so long 
tonight?" 

Mother : "H e wants to sing the baby 
to sleep." • 

Son: "Well, i f I were the baby I 'd 
pretend I was a sleep." 

The after-dinner speaker had talked 
for fifteen minutes. 

"After partaking of such a meal " 
he con tinued, " I feel if I had eat~n 
any more, I would be u nable to talk ." 

From the far end of the table came 
an order to a waiter: " Give h im a 
sandwich." 

The celebrated soprano was in the 
middle of her solo when little Johnny 
said to his mother, refer ring to the 
conductor of the orchestra : "Why does 
this man hit at the woman with his 
stick?" 

"He is not hitting at her," replied 
the mother. "Keep quiet." 

"Well, then, why is she hollerin'?" 

1955 
ANNUAL 

Last call for this 
68-page 

denominational 
and missionary 

volume. 

Only a few copies 
are left. 

M r. and M rs. Jim Stoney of t h e Erm in skln 
R eserve a rrivin g at t h e Benk e Ch apel on 

t h e Bull R eser ve fo r a worsh ip ser vice 
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In the 1 9 5 5 A N N U A L you'll see 

W H Y Indians love to go t o 
church. 

H 0 W the Leper Cooperative is 
p rogr essing. 

W H A T God has done for us in 
the J apan mission. 

W H 0 contributed to the new 
Seminary build ings. 

W H Y the Genera l Conference in 
Waco will be so unusual. 

WHAT made Gustav Schunke 
one of our gr eat p ioneers. 

W H Y Billy Graham is the great­
est evangelist of ou r time. 

W H AT five church es a re cele-
brating their centennial 
in 1955. 

PRICE- $1.00 Postpaid 

Roger Williams Press, 3734 Payne Avenue, Cleveland 14, Ohio 

For some time air lines have given 
their passengers sticks of chewing gu m 
labelled: "T o prevent unpleasan t pres­
sure in your ears d uring t he s ta rting; 
and la nding." ' 

It just had to happen: A lady pas­
senger p laint ively appealed to the 
steward ess: "Help me get this stu fY 
out of my ears . It does not help, anY.:-. 
way." 
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ROGER WILLIAMS PRESS 
(Con tinued from Page 13) 

The prin ted word in every form must 
be made available! P ray to God tha t 
he m ight add his b lessings as you 
give generously. 

Also, pray to God that he m ight use 
all the mecha n ical efforts expended 
here a t the P u blishing House to lead 
someone to J esus Chr ist and crown 
h is life with the peace of God which 
comes to us when we re ad, believe in 
and accept the Word of God. Then 
the wh eels at t he P u blishing Hou se 
will not have turned in va in. 

CORR ECTION 

In the J a nua r y 27th , 1955 issu e o f 

Ute Baptist Herald , volume No. 33, 

No. 2, Ut e book " The W orld of Al­

bert Sch weitzer" was a d ver tised at 

51.50 per copy. T he co rrect price is 

55.00. We r eg ret the error a nd we 

a r e cer tain t h at our peo1>l e und e r ­

stand that e rro rs o r l hls k ind w ill 

happen occasio n a lly in t h e IHintin:; 

bus in ess. 

SMOK~ 
ONT~~ MOUNTAIN 
An Inter pre tation of the Ten 

Commandmen ts, by J oy David­

man. Miss Da vidman sets out to 

s how how the Decalogue is just 

as true and applicable for men 

a nd women of today as it was 

for Biblical times. She argues 

that for a ha ppy life we m us t 

obey the Commandments as 

strictly as ever but with a posi­

t ive a ttitude r athe r than a nega­

t ive one . T he price is $2.50 

ROGER WILLIAMS PRESS 

3734 Payne Avenue 
Cleveland 14, Oh io 
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