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., According to the Gallop poll, one 
million more adults attended church 
services in 1957 than in 1956. The aver­
age weekly attendance was 48.5 mil­
lion in 1957. The Gallop poll report 
noted "evid.ence that there has been a 
general leveling - off in attendance" 
after an upward trend for 15 years. In 
1940 slightly more than one-third of 
the adult population were in church 
on an average weekend. By 1955 this 
figure had climbed to 49 out of 100. 
S ince then the figure has levelled off. 
During the week surveyed, 74 per cent 
of the Catholics had attended church, 
40 per cent of the Protestants and 18 
per cent of the Jews.-Eternity. 
• A recent decision by Israel's Chief 
Rabbinate is expected to pave t he way 
for a tidal wave of J apanese converts 
to Judaism. The Ministry of Religious 
Affairs in Jerusalem has predicted 
that by 1968 there will be as many as 
100,000 Japanese Jews in Israel. The 
decis ion provided that J apan ese con­
verts to Judaism be recognized as bona 
fide J ews, and that they be permitted 
to enter Israel under the "Law of the 
Return." This law guaran tees every 
J ew in the world a utomatic I sraeli 
citizenship and emigration to Israel. 
Jewish Agency officials confirm that 
large -scale immigration of newly con­
verted Japanere J ews is expected to 
begin early in 1959.-Moody Monthly. 

• In March, 1957, United States cen­
sus- takers rang 35,000 doorbells and 
asked, for the first time in his tory, 
"What is your re ligion?" On the basis 
of that survey were made these esti­
mates of the religious leanings of citi­
zens of the United States: Protestant, 
79,000,000, or 66.2 per cent; Roman 
Catholic, 30.7 millions, or 25.7 per 
cent· J ewish , 3.9 millions or 3.2 per 
cent'. other religions, 1.5 millions, or 
1.3 ~er cent; no re ligion, 3.2 million, or 
2.7 per cen t ; not reported, 1.1 millions, 
or 0.9 per cen t. Among Protestants , 
23.5 millions regard themselves as Bap­
tist; 16.7 millions as Methodist; 8.4 
millions as Lutheran; 6.7 millions as 
Presbyterian , a nd 23 .7 million others. 
All the answers were voluntary. 

• "The Lamp and t he Light," pub­
lished by th e Society for Distributing 
the Holy Scriptures to t he Jews, de­
scribes the State of Isr ael in 1957 as 
a land of m' ra cles and progr ess, espe­
cially in the Negrev where t here have 
been importan t discover ies of copper . 
There is now no scarcity of food, and 
export trade has increased. As for the 
spiritual aspect, J ews are divided. 
There are the various Orthodox groups, 
the liberal- minded J ews, and the ma­
terialists to whom nationalism is every­
t hing. Many adhere to the Mosaic Law ; 
and one discover s that a la rge number 
of J ews in Israel read the New Testa­
ment, and have open minds in regard 

J us Christ. The 
to. the. k~achings of ~s rnany schools. 
Bible is being taught 111 
-Evangelical Christian. . 

great mfl.ux of 
4' There has been a here . rner area w people mto the four- co M · d 
Arizona, Colorado, NeVI exico .an 
Utah meet. They have been lured .mto 
this area by the discover.Y 0~ urai:mm, 
and most of them are u vmg 1.n t~ailers . 
Mr. and Mrs. George Palm, ~istn~mtors 
for the American Bible Society m the 
Rocky Mountain District, called . on 
every family they could re~ch durmg 
the summer of 1957, and, w~th the co­
operation of local ministerial groups, 
they sold, or, wher e needed, gave 
Bibles to these people, encouraged them 
to read them and to go to the church 
of their choioe. I n groups like these, 
there are often found people who are 
disillusioned and disappointed because 
of the elusiveness of the quick wealth 
they are seeking ; a nd more than ever 
they need the Word of God. 

" Revival in Mexico. Th ir ty- four of 
the Baptist churches and missions of 
the North Central Association of Mexi­
co, which includes Torreon, partici­
pated in a simultaneous evangelistic 
campaign during the last week in May. 
The steering committee set a goal of 
1,500 professions of faith , with 500 
baptisms, for the campaign. A total of 
7,000 soul- w inning visits were m.ade 
and more than 100,000 tracts and Bible 
portions were distributed. 

G> Taiwan Sends Missionar ies. The 
Taiwan Baptist Convention, composed 
of more than 5000 members in 16 or­
ganized Baptist churches on the island, 
has just opened its third mission point. 
Though the convention is now only 

FRONT COVER PICTURE 
The General Council in its 

1958 sessions was photographed 
in the sanctuary of the Forest 
Pa rk Baptist Church. In this is ­
sue the Official Report of the 
Commission on Denominational 
Objectives and Organization is 
published. This report is be­

ing recommended by the General 
Counci l to the General Confer­
en ce in Edmonton, Alta ., for ac­
tion. All visitors to the General 
Confer ence sessions should bring 
this impor tan t issue of t he "Bap­
tist Herald" with them. 

EDITOR 

• Dr Kenneth Scott Latour ette, Pro­
fessor. Emeritus of Missions and Ori­
ental H istory at Yale Divinity School, 
believes that "Christianity is more po­
tent today in the affairs of men than 
ever before," in sp;te of inroads by 
secularism and Communism. Although 
admitting that there is evidence to 
support a sser t ions that the world is in 
a " post-Christian era," he said, "we 
ar e living in one of the greatest days 
of the Christian Church." Professor 
Latourette gave these reasons: "Chris­
t ianity is more wide-spread geographi­
cally than it or any other religion has 
ever been. Christianity is mor.e deeply 
rooted among more peoples than ever 
before. Christians are coming together 
a s never before. The influence of 
Christ is extending far beyond the 
borders of the churches and is making 
itself felt more widely than in any 
previous age."-Evangelical Christian. 

Briefs 

four years old, it was able last year to 
send a missionary couple, Mr. and M rs. 
Andrew Yu, to the Green Is land off the 
east coast of Taiwan. They also have 
a missionary to a Hakka dialect area, 
a nd in March sen t Mr. and Mrs. Bar­
nabas Yank to Hwalien on the east 
coas t of Taiwan (Formosa). 

• 200 British Youth Going to Berlin. 
The Young People's Departments of 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland and the British Missionary So­
ciety will be joining forces to send 
parties of young people to the Euro­
pean Baptist Congress in Ber lin July 
26-31. It is hoped that as many as 200 
will par ticipate in the trip. Returning 
from Berlin the young people will stop 
ai Zeist near Utrecht, H olland, for a 
united summer school, August 2- 16. 
Special excursions into va r ious parts 
of Berlin a nd the Utrecht a rea also 
are planned. 
o Axling Travels 100,000 Miles. Wil­
l ia m Axling, retired American Baptist 
m issionary to J a pan, t raveled 31,800 
miles on deputation in 1957. He holds 
the record for the year, despi te his a~e 
of 84, according to H aakon Knudsen . 
Dr. Axlin g spoke 268 times to some 
30,000 people across the country dur ­
ing the year. There were 55 dedica ­
t ions to full- t ime Christ ian service . 
Since his return from overseas serv­
ice in Fe bruary, 1955, Dr. Axling has 
travele d j ust under 100 000 miles on 
deputation and has spoken 700 times. 
He was a missionary in J apan for 
more than 55 yea rs. 

BAPTTST HF.RAT.n 

Study the Commission's Report 

THE OFFICIAL REPORT of the Commission on Denominational 
. Objectives and Organization, as amended and adopted by ~he 

General Council , appears in this issue. It is the most comprehensive 
sur vey of our denominational work that has ever been made. Its 
recommendations for denominational reorganization will be presented 
to the General Conference in Edmonton, Alber ta, for final adoption. 
The Commission's Report calls for numerous chan~es in ~ur denomi­
n ational setup, some of which are quite thoroughgoing.' which ought t.o 
make for a more effective witness and work for Christ. Therefore, it 
merits the studious consideration of every Nor th American Baptist 
church member, whether at the Conference in Edmonton or a t home. 

The Commission, headed by Mr. Edwin H .. M~rklein, a~ chair m3:n, 
tackled its tremendous task with spiritual dedicat10n. Special commit­
tees were appointed questionnaires were sent to pastors and church 
leaders, and numero~s personal conferences we~e ~eld . The injection 
of personal opinions were avoided. Their sole ObJective was to suggest 
ways and means by which we might carry on the Lord's work more ef­
fectively through our denominational enterprise. 

The General Council received the Commission's Report for study 
and revision and allotted an extra day for its careful consideration. 
The final vote to send the Commission's Report to the General Confer­
ence sessions was carried out in a spirit of spiritual unity with a re· 
markable demonstration of harmony. Personal opinions or differences 
were pushed into the background consi.dering wh.at might be best for 
us as a denomination in our stewardship for Christ. 

We are New Testament Christians and Baptists who believe that, 
when importan t decisions are to be made, everyone's convictions and 
every vote is important. That is a spiritual democracy in acti.on. That 
will be done in Edmonton during the General Conference sess10ns. But 
you must be informed as t o the issues involved and the .decisive st~ps 
to be taken. You must not overlook a single paragraph m the reading 
of the Commission;s Report in this issue. 

In general terms, it may be stated that the great.est change in our 
denominational setup, as recommende~, is the creation of a Board of 
Education and Publication which will integrate the work of our edu­
cational institu tions, the Seminary and the Ch~istian . Training I~sti­
tute, and unify our entire publication program, including the publish­
ing of our periodicals and li terature. This Board will be headed by the 
Secretary of Education and P ublication whose responsibilit ies , broadly, 
will be those of a coordinator and integrator of our educational work. 

This will drastically affect the present s~tu.p of the Roger Willi~ms 
P ress, now located in Cleveland, Ohio. It will infl uence our denomina­
tional policies and adminis tration with regard to the Seminary and 
Christian Training Institu te. It will have a defin~te bearing on th.e 
present Committee on Educa tion . It will set the sails for ou r denomi­
national ministry in new uncharted wa ters for years to come! 

In addition, four District Secretaries are to be appointed by the 
General Council who will serve in fo ur regional areas to pr~vid~ a more 
concentrated and effect ive developmen t of our denomination and 
promotion of our cooperative progr am. All of this is outlined clearly 
and in detail in the Commission's Report . 

Give your undivided a tt en tion t o the r eading of th is Commission's 
Report. It deserves lots of your time. It merits your approval, if it 
seems good to the Holy Spirit and to you ! 
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Report of Commission on 
Denominational Objectives 

and Organization 
Recommendations Approved by the General Council to Be Submitted to the 32nd General Conference, 

Edmonton, Alberta, July 21-27, 1958. 

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 
By Mr. Edwin H_. l\i!arklein, Hempstead, N. Y. 

Chairman of the Comm1ss1on on Denominational Objectives 
and Organization 

THE GENERAL COUNCIL consist­
ing of the officers of the General 

Conference, chairmen of the standing 
committees two representatives from 
each of the cooperating organizations 
and one minister and one layman from 
each of the nine local conferences have 
full power to act for the General Con­
ference between its sessions, except to 
change the Gene ral Conference Con­
stitution. With these broad powers 
entrusted to the General Council, all 
m atters of denominational policy, or­
ganization and finances are consid­
ered and determined by this body. 

of these special committees to the 
Commission. These reports together 
with personal conferences with our 
denominational general secretaries and 
some of the officers of our cooperating 
organizations were most helpful in the 
preparation of our final recommenda­
tions. 

COMMISSION'S OBJECTIVES 

In accordance with its instructions 
the Commission, during the past three 
years s tudied the objectives and or­

ganizational setup of each of our de­
nominational departments with only 
one thought in mind: "What are our 
denominational objectives and are we 
truly fulfilling them in our many fields 
of endeavor or are there some areas 
in which improvements could be 
made?" 

Many hours of study and work have 
been devoted to this arduous task. We 
have avoided I.he injection of our own 
personal opinions in our report. The 
conclusions have been reached after a 
complete evaluation and thorough 

analysis of all the material and infor­
mation which was at our disposal. 

We have earnestly sought to know 
the will of God and trust that as our 
General Conference considers the rec­
ommendations of our Commission as 
approved by the General Council 
prayerful consideration will be given 
by all our delegates as they seek God's 
will for the future of our denomina­
tion. 

The report of our Commission appears 
on the following pages (5-8 inc.) of this 
issue. 

COMMISSION ON DENOMINA­
TIONAL OBJECTIVES AND OR­

GANIZATION 

Edwin H. Marklein, Chairman 
Harold B. Johns, Secretary 
Herman B leeker 
I sador Faszer 
Mrs. Walter W. Grosser 
Leonard B. Hinz 
A. Dale Ihrie 
Louis R. Johnson 
William P atzia 
Arthur Schwerin 
Joe Sonnenberg 
Frank Veninga 
John Wobig 
Frank H. Woyke, Ex-officio 
Walter W. Grosser, Ex-officio 

COMMISSION'S APPOINTMENT 

In recent years many suggestions as 
well as some problems have confront­
ed the General Council. In order prop­
e rly to evaluate them, it became nec­
essary in some instances to appoint 
special survey committees to study 
and report their findings to the Coun­
cil. After several of these survey com­
mittees had been appointed, it was 
found that, before their final report 
could be submitted, there arose in the 
minds of some of our constituents a 
sense of apprehension and concern 
which in most cases was unwarranted 
and possibly embarrassin g to those of­
ficials r esponsible for that phase of 
our work which was being stud ied . 

STUDY COMMITTEES OF THE DENOMINATIONAL COMMISSION 

In order to eliminate the necessity 
in future years for the appointment of 
these special survey committees, the 
General Council at its meeting held in 
Waco, Texas, on June 2 - 3, 1955 a p­
pointed a Commission to study our de­
nominational objectives and organiza­
tion and to define for ourselves as well 
as for others the object ives of our 
group and to make recommendations 
with regard to possible organizational 
changes. 

The Commission consisted of 13 
members a nd the executi ve secretary 
and moderator as ex officio members. 
These were special committees a p­
pointed by the Commission to review 
the work of our denomination as well 
as each coope rating organization. Long 
a nd exhaustive reports based upon 
thorough study were made by each one 

4 

Educational 
Joe Sonnenberg, Chairman 
Assaf Husmann 

Denominational 
Walter W. Grosser, Chairman 
Emanuel Wolff 
Isador Faszer 

Sunday School and Youth Work 
Frank Veninga, Chairman 
Vernon Heckman 
A. Dale Ihrie 
L ouis Johnson 

Missionary 

Women's and Men's Work and 
Pastors' Fellowship 
Mrs. Walter W. Grosser, Chairman 
J. G . Benke 
Stanley Ernst 
Mrs. Albert E. Reddig 

Welfare 
Leonard Hinz, Chairman 
William P atzia 
Mrs . Florence Schoeffel 

Publication 
Ar thur Schwerin, Chairman 
He rman Bleeker 

John Wobig, Chairman 
Richard Mulder 
H. J. Waltereit 
George Dunger 
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Sunday School and Youth Work 
It is the considered opinion of the 

Commission that both the Sunday 
School Union and the Commissioned 
Baptist Youth Fellowship have been 
s trengthened and are doing more ef­
fect"ve work since the division of re­
s ponsibility. W e have sensed a spirit 
of earnest devotion and gra cious co­
operation on the part of the brethren 
who are in direct charge of these 
phases of our d·:mominational program. 

Find:ng that the Sunday School liter­
ature used by m any of our Sunday 
Schools a t the present time does not 
adequately furnish Baptist materia l 
and emphasis, the Commission recom­
mends that 

a. Every Sunday School have a class 
for high school and adult groups in 
which the subj·ect will be the study of 
Ba ptis t history and the his tory of our 
own denomination. 

b. Every Sunday School use such 
m aterials as the forthcoming study 
course books by Otto Krueger, John 
Wobig, George Lang, George Dunger 
and Frank Ve ninga. 

The Balcony Promenade in the Edmonton Jubilee Auditorium, Edmonton, Alberta, empha­
s izes beauty of d ecor and grace of design as well as s pacious n ess for d elightful fellowship. 

From the Balcony windows one can enjoy a magnificent view of Edmonton. 
Women's Work. Men's Work 

and Ministers' Fellowsh ip 
Information concerning t hese ar ea> 

cf our denominational minis try wa> 
gathered through the use of question­
naires. The findings reveal that the 

above three organizations are func­
tioning satisfactor: ly. 

The Commission has no specific r ec­
ommendations to make with regard to 
these departments. 

Welfare Work in Our Denomination 
Recommendations Concerning Children's Work, Ministers' Retirement 

Benefits and Old People's Work 

WELFARE WORK space for each occupant to have proper 
The Commission gave consideration storage, heating and ventilating facil i­

lo Childre n's Work, Ministers' Re tire- ties. 
ment Benefits and Old People's Work. b. The campus mus t have e nough 

CHILDREN'S WORK 
The Commission herew'th submit" 

the fo llowing report. regarding the e3-
tab1ishment of a denominational Chi l-
dren's Home. 

I. Gen eral Information. 
Child we lfare work has changed 

radica lly in recent years because the 
needs of the children have changed, 
due to ou r changing way of life. Such 
factors as a shifting, m obile popula­
t' on, outside employment of mothers, 
divorne or desertion by one or both of 
the parents, have affected the lives o f 
many children . 

Most of the chi ldren's work today is 
with emotionally distu rbed children 
who need more tha n food, shelter and 
clothing. Many of these children bor­
der the line of delinquents . 

Children in Hom es come from vari­
ous sources. They are referred to the 
Home-; by courts, socia l workers, indi­
v iduals and som e from churches. Thes·= 
children m us t be kept unt il they a re 
r·=habilitated, and able to adj ust to 
norma l living. 

II. Genere l Requi rements for the Es­
ta blishing of a Children's Home . 

l . Housing a nd Campus. 
a . How:dng m us t a llow adequate 
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~pace to provide adequa te playground 
facilit ies. 

2. The Staff. 
a . A highly trained and competent 

executive director. 
b. A consultant psychiatrist. 
c. House p3rents for each d ormitory . 

(Boys a nd girls separa te.) 
d. Special ly t ra ' ned case work ers. 
e. Doctors and nurses available on 

call. 
III. Obser vat ions . 
To build and staff a Home that would 

meet t he standards of w elfare work 
today would take a la rge sum of mon­
ey, perhaps more than our denomina­
tion could obliga te itself for and still 
carry on the work in w hich we ar·e 
now involved . If a Home does not 
come up to the required sta ndards, 
children will not be referre d to it. 

We do not know of a ny trained p er­
sonnel in our Conference that would 
be able to meet present standards . 

The cost of opera fng such a home 
i<; high . The Ce ntral Baptist Home, 
1 .ake Villa, I llinois, spent $1,850 per 
child in the year 1956. 

There are more H om es open for 
adopta ble chi ldren in our own Nor th 
Amer ican Baptist General Conference 
than are needed to adopt a ny orphans 
that may need homes. T here a re also 

many homes that would take foster 
children. It is our opinion that our peo­
ple would provid0e a lov: ng home for 
these children. 

Childre n's Homes, like Homes for the 
Aged, are today local in character and 
normally operated locally. 

In v iew of the above informa tion re­
vealed by our study we make the fol­
low ing recommendations : 

1. That no Children's Home be es­
tablished by our General Conference 
at this time. 

2. That the families of our constitu­
ency be encouraged to care for needy 
children in their homes as foster par­
en ts. 

3. Tha t. our Christm as offering be 
continued for ch ild welfare work and 
that they be designated for the care, 
educa tion and h ospitalization of chil­
drt:n on our mission fields. 

MINISTERS' RETIREMENT 
BENEFITS 

With regard to Ministers' R etire ­
men t Benefi ts we r ecommend; 

1. T hat every eligible minis ter be 
urged to become a m ember of t he So­
cial Security Plan. 

2. That every minis ter be u rged to 
f'nroll in our denominational Pension 
P lan and that our churches be urged 
to provide the pens ion premium pay­
ments . 

3. That our churches be encouraged 
to cons ider these forms of security for 
their minis ters . 

HOMES FOR THE AGED 
Our s tudy of the Homes for the Aged 

reveals the following : 
l. What. we a re do:ng now. 
(Note: The Homes for the Aged a re 

not G·eneral Confer ence property .) 
1. Number and location of the 

Homes. 
a . We now have five homes in oper­

ation . The s ixth is in the process of 
being built. 



b. Location of the Homes: 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Chicago, Illinois; 
Portland, Oregon; 
Bismarck, North Dakota; 
Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada; 
Madison, South Dakota (now be­
ing built). 

2. General Conference support. 
Six hundred dollars a year a re given 

to each Home as a gift from the Gen­
eral Conference treasury . (The r est 
of the monies are raised by solicita­
tion , gifts, and free-will offerings from 
m embers of our General Conference 
and friends of the homes. The Homes 
also receive dues, fees and r ental in­
come from the residents.) 

II. Observations and Analysis. 
There ar e 364 guests in the four 

Homes in the Unite d States. The Home 
in Canada has 91 guests. This makes a 
total of 455 guests. Three of the Homes 
reported the number of N. A. B. guests. 
There were 244 guests in these Homes 
with 110 N. A. B. This figures out to 
be roughly 45% are N. A. B. If this 
same figure holds true for the two 
H omes on which we do not have the 
N. A. B . report, we now have 204 
N. A. B . in our Homes. 

Each of the Homes report that they 
can take care of guests from outside 
their own state. One reports that of­
ferings are needed for expansion. None 
receive st.ate a'd. Each home takes care 
of the spiri tual welfare of their guests. 
Each reports that they are self-sup­
porting and that they have a standing 
list of applications. 

It is to be noted that each H ome is 
efficiently operated and that the wel­
fare of the guests is cared for. 

III. Future Population Trends. 
According to the United States Bu­

reau of the Census we now have 14.l 
million people over the age of 65 . By 
1975 it is estimated that we will 
have 20.6 million people over the age 
of 65. 

IV. The Present and the Future P ic­
ture of the North American Baptist 
Old People. 

Figuring in round numbers, we now 
have a membership of 50,000. Four out 
of every 1000 members is in one of our 
Old P·eople's Homes. Figuring an in­
crease of 1500 members every year un­
til 1975 would mean that w.e would 
have a membership of 77,000. This, at 
the present rate, would mean that we 
would have 308 people in the Old Peo­
ple's Homes. Now add to the 308 the 
increase of the population over 65 
years, and we would have by 1975 
462 people over the age of 65 that 
would live in Old People's Homes. 
(50% increase in population over 65 
by 1975.) 

On the basis of the above analysis 
we recommend the following: 

1. That we commend the present 
Homes for the fine work being done. 

2. That in view of the fact that our 
present Homes have the capacity t o 
take car~ of more than 500 guests, we 
give senous thought to the effect that 

the building of new Homes would have 
on our denominational program, es­
pec·ally our missionary program. 

3. That the vacancies in the Homes 
be fil!ed as much as possible with N. 
A. B. people, to e liminate the need for 
new Homes for our own people. 

4. That since gr eat sums of monies 
are given to these Homes Conference­
wide, the Homes consider it part of 
their moral obligation to support the 
projects of the Conference, whenever 
a profit is shown in the operation of 
the Homes. (In the past usually an ex­
pansion program has been planned, 
not only to use up the profits of the 
Homes but also to seek additional gifts 
from Conference members.) 

5. The Committee's Recommenda­
tions on Welfare Colk~ctions. 

The committee recommends that : If 
help from the denomination or from 
the churches of our denomination is 
expected, no group or individual shall 
start a project without proper ap­
proval. This approval should be ob­
ta 'ned from the local conf.erence or 
conferences in which the funds ar e to 
be solicited and from the General 
Council. 

This recommendation is made in 
view of the fact that some projects 
were start·ed on their own and then 
later expected churches and confer­
ences to suppor t the projects finan ­
cially. 

The Publication Society 
Recommendations Concerning the Publishing House and 

Roger Williams Press in Cleveland, Ohio 
A special committee made a careful 

study of the operating program of the 
Roger Williams Pr·ess and of our de­
nominat'onal publications. They ana­
lyzed the cost of our program to the 
present time and estimated expense of 
continuing our operations in Cleveland, 
Ohio, if we were to modernize our 
printing plant. They further obtained 
estimates of what it would cost us to 
farm out our denominational publica­
t .cns to commercial prin ting houses. 

The report brought out clearly the 
fol lowing three po in ts : 

1. High cost of r eplacing plant 
cquipment-pasL and future . 

2. Need for effectiv-e control of print­
ing department costs. 

3. Need for reorganization of Publi­
cation House for most effective results, 

spiritual and econom'c to the denomi-
nation. ' 

Further comments on these points 
are as follows: 

1. High Cost of Plant Equipment: 
In recent years (1947- 57) expendi­

tures on machinery amoun ted to $20, 
822.98 and ext raordinary expenditures 
on plant and building were $26,683.46 
or a total of $47,506.44. 

Replacements that may be required 
any tim2 in the next five years include 
the cylinder press and linotype ma­
ch 'nes. A new cylinder press costs in 
the vicinity of $50,000, although a good 
used p ress may be obtained for $30,000. 
The c::ish r equired for a good used press 
would then be $25,000 assuming a 
$5,000 trade- in value on the p resent 
press. 
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The linoty pe machines are about 45 
years old and have been very well 
serviced. Sooner or later the necessity 
of r eplacemen t :will appear and two 
new machines, less trade-in allowance, 
will require $50,000 cash. 

We are therefore confronted with 
u ltimate cash expend:ture on these 
three pieces of equipment of around 
$75,000 assuming that future costs re­
main at present levels. 

2. Effective Control of Printing De­
partment Costs. 

A comparison of printing costs based 
on present format of publications and 
quality of paper indicates that outside 
contract print!ng at firm prices would 
result in slight savings. In both costs 
replacement of plant equipment is pro­
v ided by a depreciation charge. How­
ever experience shows t hat in most 
ca~es, the funds for replacement of 
equipment have been provided by spe­
cial grant from the denomination and 
therefore the depreciation charges of 
the Publ'cation House have been whol­
ly inadequate. This means that outside 
contract printing at firm prices is to 
us a most efficient use of our dollar. 
F urthermore we could have saved the 
expenditures on machinery in recent 
prior years totalling $47,506.44, but we 
still have the privilege of saving some 
$75,000 in the immediate future. These 
amounts aggregating $122,506.44 are 
in addition to our printing costs which 
are only slightly higher than outside 
printing contracts where the replace­
ment of equipment is included. 

Ever y business has its m'nimum re ­
quirements for equipment and for 
profitable operation, its minimum sales 
objective, or breaking-even point. The 
P ublication House in its printing de­
partment has minimum equipment but 
has not reached its minimum sales ob­
jective. Various p romotional ideas have 
been used to increase circul ation of 
our publications and with some suc­
cess, but not sufficient to achieve our 
break-ev.en point. If our circulat'on has 
come close to saturation point, then we 
must examine our cost setup to make 
our operation profitable, or at least de­
crease the denominational subsidy. 

3 . Reorganization of Publication 
House: 

If we are to accept the recommen­
dat ions of the Study Commission and 
close our Cleveland operations. farm 
out our printing, erect a building in 
Forest Park nex t to headquarters, and 
liquidate our Cleveland physical as­
sets the operating financ'.a l p icture 
would then be as follows: 
E.rpenditure: 
Printing Costs: 

Baptist Herald (26 issues--
quoted price) . . . . . ... . $25,908.79 

Der Sendbote (26 issues--
quoted price) . . . . 18,342.44 

Der W egweiser . . . . 1.500.00 
Lektionsblaetter 9,200.00 
Annual, Directory. Conference 
Minutes, Church BuH::?tins 3,000.00 
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$57,95 1.23 
{say) $58,000.00 

-Alberta Government P hotograph 
Tl~e _G rand . Stai~case in the Jubilee A1,!'!,litorium, Edmonton, Alberta, thickly carpete d ,a.pd 
brilhantl~ illummated, leads t-0 t h e spacious Balcony wher e General conferen ce visit-Ors 

will find luxurious chairs for loungi~g and writing tables for correspondence. 

Administration: 

Salaries: 
Clerk- Accounting .. ...... .... $ 2,600 .00 

2,600.00 
2,600.00 
2.600.00 
4,000.00 

Clerk-Subscription . .. . 
Cler.k- Multilith . . .. . .. . 
Clerk- Bookstore . . . .. . . 
Manager-Book S tore 

Bank Charges .. .. . 
Bad Debts . .. . . . . . .. . . . . 
Insurance . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . 
Light and Power . .. . 
Promotional and Publicity 
Postage . . . . . . . . . . . . 
S tationery and Office Exp. 
Telephone . . ... . 
Miscellaneous .. . 
Rent (New Bldg.) 

$14,400.00 

100.00 
250.00 
220.00 
180.00 

1,000.00 
600.00 

1,000.00 
160.00 

90.00 
3,000.00 

$21,000.00 
Expenditure on New Operation 

(exc. Building) . ...... .... ... ..... . $79,000 
Income (based on fiscal year year 

1957- 58) : 

Bapt ist Herald . .. . . . .. . .. $22,895.00 
Der Sendbote . . . . . . . . . . . 12.370.00 
Der Wegweiser 2,055.00 
L ektionsblaetter . . . . . . 8,910.00 
Sunday School Publica-

tions--Gross Profit 
Books and Periodicals­

Gross Profit 

Income from Sales 

D enominational Subsidy 

8,410.00 

7,595.00 

$62,235.00 

(Loss on Operation) ... .. $ 16,765.00 

This Loss on Operations $16,765.00 
compare>. to the loss for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1958 of $27,463 .17 or 

an improvement 
$10,698.17 . 

on operations of 

Included in the cost of printing the 
"Baptist Herald" and "Der Sendbote" 
are the editorial costs, postage and de­
livery to postal depot. This cost is 
based on paper stock not as good in 
quality as presently used but identical 
to stock used by "Standard." 

Generous provision has been made 
for personnel whose time presumably 
would be wholly devoted to Publica­
tion House and retail book store activi ­
t ies. It is more than liikely that duties 
of some personnel might overlap with 
denominational work (i.e.) account­
ing, multilithing of sundry denomina­
tional literature, etc., and therefore in 
the overall picture the salar y of on·2 
c 'erk could conceivably be charged 
to denominational work or entirely 
e l iminated. This would mean a reduc­
tion in loss on operations to $14,165 .00 .. 

The possibilities of increased retail 
mies of religious books, publications 
and merchandise from an attractive 
store fron ting on busy Madison Ave­
nue in prosperous Forest Park, Illinois. 
are better than average. Last fiscal 
year we averaged 31 % gross profit on 
book sales which included a large vol­
ume at 20 % gross profit. A one- th ird 
increase in present sales volume which 
has remained fairly constant in past 
few years would m ean at least $'3.100.00 
additional gross profit. Thus additional 
sales volume would materially reduce 
the loEs on operations indicated in 
previous paragraph from $14,165.00 to 
$11,065.00. 

Cost of a new building to house a 
retail book store and the offices of the 
Publication House have been quoted 
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around $100,000.00 to $125.000.00. As 
the Publication House would not oc­
cupy the entire building, it would not 
be requ:red to finance th e construction 
entirely. The capital account of the 
Publication House financial s tatements 
for the fiscal year ended March 31, 
1958 is $60, 797.54, and the bulk of that 
would be dependent on r ealization of 
inventories and fixed assets. 

In view of the above findings, we 
submit the following recommendations 
for the approval of the General Con­
fer ence. 

1. That the Publishing Hous~ in 
Cleveland, Oh!o, be d iscontinued. 

2. That the printing of our various 
publications be referred to outside 
printers. 

3. That the Publishing House be 
combined with the denominational 
headquar ters office. 

4. That suitable facilities be pro­
vided for the Publishing H ouse. 

5. That the physical assets of the 
Roger Williams Press in Cleveland b e 
liquidated. 

6. That the G e n e r a l Conference 
authorize the General Council to im­
plement these recommendations. 

The General Council has voted ap­
prova l of this recommendation and 
urges approval by the General Confer­
ence and the nine local conferences. 

The General Council further recom­
mends that the General M:ssionary 
Committee · be composed of the nine 
local conference Mission S ecretaries 
and that the General Missionary So­
c:ety constitution be changed accord­
ingly. 

General Missionary Work 
Recommendations Concerning the General Missionary Committee and 

Its Home and Foreign I'IIission Ministry 

In addition to the Conference Mis­
sion Secretaries and the District Sec­
retaries, the local conference Mission 
Committees shall consist each of no 
less than two and not mor e than four 
members, or two for the firs t 4.000 
church members or less, and one for 
each a dditional 2,000 church members , 
the total not to exceed four members. 

The General Council has voted ap­
proval of this recommendation and 
urges approval by the General Con­
fermce and the n!ne local conferences. 

OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the society, as 

stated in the constitution, can be sum -
marized a s follows : 

a. To cult:vate, extend and strength­
en denominational work in home 
m:ssions, by supporting ministers of 
weaker churches, engaging mission­
aries, directing Church Extens ion, and 
appointing district or state missionaries 
as well a s colportcurs and evangelists . 

b. To aid chapel building and Church 
Extens~on through securing gifts and 
loans and other means of raising funds. 

c. To assist the aged minister s an :l 
m:ssionaries and th eir dependents. 

d. To assist any oth er needy mem­
bers a ffi liated with our Conference. 

e. With regard to foreign missions, 
the Constitution s:mply states to pro­
mote m !ssionary work in foreign lands 
as an object'.v e. 

Under the present function of the 
General Missionary Society we fi nd 
1h at items b. and c. r elating to the 
Chapel Building Fund and the Aged 
Ministers Relief Fund have been t ra ns­
ferred to North American Baptists, 
Inc. We suggest that these prov.s ions 
b "? delet ed from the General Mi~sion­

ary Society Constitut '.on and therefo::c 
recommend t hat th'.s matter be refer ­
red to t he Committee on Constitutiona l 
Changes for considerat'.on. 

A survey made by the Commis3ion 
r ~vea!s that many of our ministers do 
not pofsess a r ea listic picture of our 
home mission enterpr'. se. We recom­
mcn1 to the Genera l Council that this 
matter b::! r efer red to the Board of 
Trus tees of the Sem:nary wi th the 
suggesticn that serious consider a tion 
be given to provide for a mor e com­
prehensive course in Home Missions. 
REGARDING MISSIONARY WORK. 

The survey further d iscloses a very 
cnthusiast;c interest in our present for ­
eign miss'.on activities , and, if any ex­
pansion is ccnt€mpla ted , we recom­
mend that the same be activitated in 
our present fields, predominantly the 
Cameroons. Regard ing the J apan fie ld, 
We r ecomm end that a planned program 
be established t o war d indigenou5 
churches. We ful'thel' r ecomm end tha t 
no n ew fie ld be estab lished a t th 's 

time but that our emphas:s be on the 
intensificat:on of the work on our p:es­
ent fields. 

CONFERENCE MISSION 
COMMI TTEES 

Regarding Local Conference Mission 
Comm:ttees and Representatives on tnc 
General Missionary Committee, 

S ince the findings of this Commis­
sion reveal an unequal dis tr ibution of 
members of local Conference M!ssion 
Committees and also that the e lections 
of the repr eszntatives to the General 
Miss:onary Committee of ten suffer 
from the la ck of qualified persons, w e 
recommend that the General Confer ­
ence shall elect n ine members, on e 
from each Confer ence, who sha ll serve 
as the Mission Secretaries of t he local 
conferences and comprise the Genera l 
Missionary C om m i t t e e, hereafter 
known as the Board of Miss:ons. 

EVANGELISM AND CHURCH 
EXTENSION 

The s urvey of this Committee's 
charts and ques tionnaires definitely 
shows that there should be improve­
ment of the eva ngelist ic phase of our 
work. We r eccmmend that our denomi­
nation employ one full - time evangel­
ist, and have one full-time Director of 
Evang:lh:m and Church Extension 
serving under the General Missiona ry 
Secreta ry. T he denominational pro­
gram of eva ngelism is t o make use of 
evangelis tically capable, denomination­
al pa stors who would serve as evan­
gelists in local a reas where needed. 

The Commission favors the imple­
mentation of all of the above r ecom ­
m enda tions. 

A view of som e or the downtown buildings and reside ntia l section of Edmonton. Albe r ta, 
wit.h the Alber ta Capitol and High Level Bridge at the center (top) an d with the Univers ity 

of Alberta and Jubilee Auditorium b eyond th e bridge. 
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Educational Objectives and Organization 
Recomm endations Concerning Our Educational Ins titutions, the Board of E ducation and Publication 

and th::i Secretary of Education and Publication. 

The Commission spent many long 
hours in studying the Educationa l Ob­
jectives and Organization of our de­
nomina tion. Before arriving at the!r 
ccnclus ions, ques tionna:res from pas­
tors and laymen w ere evaluated and 
persona l discussions were held with 
some of the officials of our educa tional 
institu tions. After making a complete 
evaluation of this information, we sub­
mit to the General Council for their 

cons ideration the following report which 
includes our recommendation. 

In recent years ther~ has b~en much 
discussion concerning the proper ob­
jectives and pr ogram of the Christian 
Training Institute, Edmonton, Alberta. 
At its annual meeting in 1957 the 
Board of Trustees of the C. T. I. r ec­
ommended to the Commission consider­
ation of a strengthening of the Bible 
Department with a view of offer ing a 
minis terial program. In 1958 the C. 
T. I. Board suggested that the Com­
m:ss ion also give consideration to the 
institution of a J unior College pro­
gram. 
CHRISTIAN TRAINING INSTITUTE 
After a careful study of there pro­

posals we recommend approva l of the 
following objectives of the Chr is tian 
Training Institu te. 

THREE PART PROGRAM 
a ) The C. T. I. shall p rovide minis­

t erial training of t hree years for m en 
who can serve our Canadian churches 
in a bilingual capacity. This program 
shall be on the B. Th.-Bible College 
level, and the school year shall be of 
a nine months period a nnually. 

b) The C. T . I. shall provide a two­
year Bible School t ra in ing for young 
people seeking to better qualify them­
selves as Jay workers in our churches. 

c) The C. T . I. shall provide high 
school tra ining for young people wh o 
have not had the opportunity to ac­
quire such training before, and who 
have indicated their des ire to enter a 
Christian vocation on a full time ba­
sis. It shall also mak0 a vailable b oard 
and room for young people seeking to 
enter the Univers ity of Alber ta a t Ed­
monton in preparation to subsequent 
train ing for the Chris tian ministry. 

We herewith submit the r easons 
w hich led us to recommend against a 
Jun 'or Colleg-2 and for a Bible College. 

REASONS AGAINST A JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 

a ) Because a J unior College is not 
the answer to our needs. In v iew of t he 
fact tha t the P rovince of Alberta is 
la unching out on an enla rged program 
of education, w ith the intention of es­
tablish ing a bout th ir teen J un ior Col­
leges with in its borders, such a move 
on ou r part w ould se :?m foolish, be ­
cause of unnecessary and expens:v c 
duplication . 
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b) Because on the basis of the ques­
toinnaire sent out to the churches of 
our Canadian constituency, we fin:i that 
there is no enthusiasm for a J unior 
College, and if one were established, 
would not be adequately supported. 

c) Because even the faculty of the 
C. T. I. is divided on the issue of a 
Junior College. 

d) Because the cost to the denomi­
nation would be prohibitive. B esides, 
its locat ion in Edmonton, A 1 b e rt a, 
would not be central enough to serve 
the denomination as a whole effec­
tively. 

e) Because all the evidence accumu­
lated through discussion and corres­
pondence ind icates that ther e is no 
concrete basis in support of such a 
College. Rather, everything is poin ting 
in the opposite direction. 
REASONS FOR A BIBLE COLLEGE 
l. We need more m inisters for our 

c hur ches now, especially bilingual 
pastors. And we cannot a fford to lose 
the affection and enthusiasm of our 
Nor thern Conference people by a fur­
ther delay of a train ing program de­
s igned to m eet those needs. 

2. Financially, too, such a program 
is po~sible. 

We urge, therefore, its immediate 

implementation. By this we mean that 
the program should be set in motion 
this fall (1958). 

We also submit the following rea­
sons for a two year General B:ble 
School training program in place of 
four years. 

I. The history of C. T. I. suggests 
th :s change. Very few of the matricu­
lants have ever completed the four 
year training course. (No graduate:; 
this year, and only one s tudent i s 
taking the four year course at present, 
and even he would prefer a college 
Bible course, if it were available.) 

2. The cost of maintaining the four 
year course for the benefit of the very 
few graduates it is producing is en­
t irely unwarranted. 

3. The fou r year course is not de­
signed to train the students for the 
pastorate ; and it is n ot appreciated 
by the students who are m erely train­
ing for lay leadership. The latter have 
shown to be satisfied with two years 
training. 

Our study further indicated that some 
changes should be made in the organi­
zational structure of our presen t edu­
cational setup. Some changes ar e ob­
viously called for in the light of the 
above recommendations concerning th2 
objectives of the C. T. I. 

Board of Education and Publication 
Recommendations for the Coordination and Integration of the Work 

of Our Educational Institutions and for the Unifying of 
Our Entire Educational Program 

The changes we are suggesting are 
designed to facilitate the formula tion 
of our denominationa l educational pol­
ices, to coordinate and integrate the 
work of our educational institutions 
and to unify our entire educational 
program. 

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
We recommend that publication and 

education be brought together under 
one secretary and one board, to be 
known respectively as "The Secretary 
of Education and Publica tion" and 
"The Board of Education and Publi­
cation." 

We further recommend that 
I. The Board of Education and Pub­

lication shall be cons idered t he Board 
of Trustees of the Roger Willia ms 
Press. 

2. The Board of Education and P ub­
lication shall furthermor e prov ide for 
the special supervision of the R oge:· 
Willia ms Press through a subcommit­
tee of the Board. 

3. The Edi tors of the "Baptist H er­
ald" and "Der Sendbote" shall b e ex­
offic!o mem bers of lhe Boa rd of Edu ­
cation a nd P ub lication. 

We call attention to l he fact that 

we have Wlder the present setup a 
total of 53 elected members of the fol­
lowing boards and committees. 

Committee on Education 
Semina ry Board 
C. T . I. Board 
Publication Boa rd 
Under the r ecommende d organlza­

tion w e would have a total of only 33 
members. 

Thirteen (Including the Secretary ) 
on the Board of Education and Publi­
cation; 

Nine on the Seminary Board of 
Trustees; 

Nine on the C. T. I. Boa:·d of Trus­
tees. 

A. BOARD OF EDUCATION AND 
PUBLICATION 

The Board is to b e composed of ( l ) 
r. ine elected mem bers from th e de­
nominat ional constituency, ( 2 ) t he 
Chairmen of the Board of Trustees of 
each of our schools, (3) the Secretary 
of Educa tion , and ( 4) the following 
ex-officio member s: the P res idents of 
the Seminary and C. T. I. ; t he General 
Sunday Sch ool Secretary and t he C.B. 
Y.F . Secr etary; a nd t he Editors of t he 
"Baptis t Herald" and "Scndbote." 
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I. The Secretary of Education and 
Publication 

a. is to be elected by the Gene!·al 
Conference in regular session; 

2. H:s r esponsibilities, broadly, shall 
be those of a coordinator and integra­
tor of our educational institutions anj 
of the educational program of our 
General Conference. He shall be re­
sponsible to the Board of Education 
and Publication. 

SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
For the information of the General 

Conference we herewith present what 
we: cons ider the advantages of having 
a '&lcretary of E ducation. 
·; ( t) ·It would make for the integra­

tion~•..t)f our educational program and 
our educationa l institutions. 

(2) It would' make. FJOSsible the pro­
motion of both schools and of our en­
tire educational p r o g r a m · in our 
churches. 

(3) It could init:ate improvemen ts 
in our educational system on an im­
par tia l, neutral bas:s, which p res!':ntly 
seems impossible. He would be in a 
position to make contact with our to­
tal denominational constituency and 
therefrom gather ideas for needed im­
provem ents. 

2. THE BOARD MEMBERS. 
a. They (n ine in number) are to be 

One of our objectives a s North American 
Baptis ts is "the proclamation of the Gospel 

th roughou t the world." 

cational institutions are properly in­
tegrated. 

d. T he presidents of the Seminary 
and C. T . I. shall be appointed by their 
respective Board of Trustees subject to 
the approval of the Board of Educa­
tion and Publication. 

The election of the Secretary of Edu­
cation and Publica tion a nd the mem­
bers of the Board of Ed ucation a nd 
Publication shall be conducted accord-

ing to the provisions of our denomina­
t ional constitution. 

B. BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
We recommend a Board of T rustees 

both for the Seminary and the C. T. I., 
each to consist of nine elected mem­
bers. Approximately six of the nine 
members should be from the imme­
diate v icin ity of each of the schools. 
Again, we recommend the composition 
be of five laymen and four pastors. 

1. The presiden t of each institution 
shall be res ponsible to the respective 
Board of Trustees and shall be an ex­
officio member of his Board. 

2. The responsibility of the Boards 
shall be to take care of the regular, 
1;gal _and other matters which are or­
am~nly connected w ith the adminis­
tration of such institution. In the case 
of a vacancy on the faculty the trus­
~ees shall make a n appoint~ent sub­
Ject to the approval of the Board of 
Education and Publication. 

3· The e lection of the Board of T rus­
tees shall take place at the General 
Conference, with one- third of the m em­
bers. to be elected at each successive 
session. 

B 
4· The respective Chairmen of the 

oards of Tru t h . th . s ees s all by vJrtue of 
eir office be members of the Boar d 

of Education Th . · ht · ey shall have voting 
ng s on this Board. 

of~~ r~cor:imend tha t the Presiden ts 
, . e emmary and C. T. I. and the 
~g~t~r~e~~b th~. "Baptist H erald" and 
of the G ote be ex-officio members 

en eral Council. 
We . urgently recommend that t hese 

organizational ch b 
immediat 1 anges e acted upon e y. 

Re: Recommend i · . 
ister s of th S a 10n of the Min-

Member e outhwester n Con ference. 
will r ecalls t~f the G~n~ral Council 
Southwe t at the minister s of the 
ommenct!cte~~ Confere.nce last year rec­
era l arts e establishment of a lib­
wbmittedc~llege. This matter was then 
.d . 0 the Commission for con-s1 erahon. 
This Comm· · 

s:rability of iss 1~m r ecognized the de-
thc a liberal arts college in 
th " p~·o~er location. However s ince 

~ mm1sters d "d • 
cation of th i 1 not indicate the lo-
si nce w -S Proposed college, a nd 
changes ~vh ~re Presently engaged in 

The Exhibit Hall in the Edmonton J u bilee Auditorium wher e the North American saptl~ 
Ex h ibit of mission' fi elds, d enominational activities and book ta bles w ill b e displayed rro 

July 21 to 27 ,1958. 

We lch may a lter future trends 
cannot reco ' 

ment of a l" b rnmend the establish -
present time'. eral arts college a t the 

elected by the G eneral Conference, 
one- third of their number in succes­
sive confer ence sess:ons. Five of their 
number to be laymen and four pas­
tor s. 

b. It ~hall b e the respons:bility of 
t he Board of Education and Publica­
tion to set the policies of our denomi­
national educational institutions a nd'

1 

a lso to see to it that they are being , 
carried out and to supervise the ed u­
cationa l program and formulate the 
E>duca tional policies of the d enomina­
tion. 

c. It :;ha ll be the respons: bility of 
the Board of Education and P u blica t ion 
to see that the pr ograms of our edu-

1(1 

Objectives and Organization 
Recommendations Concerning Ge~er~l Denominational Objectives 

and Organization for Approva 0 the General Confer ence 

The Comm:ss:on r ecommends t~= The d octrinal position of the NAB-
following report on denominational 0 GC has b~en br iefly stated in the pre-
jectives for the approval of the Gen- an;i,ble of its constitution as follows: 
eral Conference. fi We, as New Testament Baptists af-

S irm ou r fa"th · • 
DENOMINATIONAL OBJECTIVE for ou . ., 

1
1 .m lhe Lord J esus Chris t 

The North Amer ican Baptist Gen- gr ea t ~i;~. v~~ion an.ct ~elieve in those 
eral Conference is a fellowship of Bap- Baptists h~nvc iv.e pnnc1ples for which 
tist church~s in the United states . . e lived and died, such as: 
a nd Canada tracing its beginnings to 1 · Sou l l ~ berty; 
Baptist churches origina lly organiz~d 2: The ~nspired authru·ity of the 
by G c1 man immigrants over a centui Y Scnptures m m atter s of faith a nd con-
ago. duct; 

BAPTIST HERALD 

3. The separation of Church and 
State; 

4. The Revelation of God through 
Jesus Christ as only Savior and Lord; 

5. Regenerated church m embership; 
6. Believers' baptism by immersion ; 
7. The congregational form of church 

government; and 
8. The proclamation of the Gospel 

throughout the world." 
It can further be stated t ha t t he 

cons tituents of the NABGC are gen­
erally in agreement with lhe New 
Hampshire Confession of Faith. 

The present objectives of the NAB­
GC, developed and broadened through 
the years and carried out in a spirit 
of Christian comity , are: 

1. To provide an avenue for fellow­
ship for the constituent churches of t he 
NABGC. 

2. To furnish trained leadership for 
the constituen t churches of the NAB­
GC. 

3. To inspire and encourage the 
m ember churches of the NABGC in ­
d iv idually and t hrough a cooperative 
program to p roclaim the Gospel of 
J es us Christ. 

a . in their own communities ; 
b. in t he United States a nd Canada. 

This effort is carried out through a 
denominational C h u r c h Extens ion 
Program and t hrough special mission­
ary work among the Indians a nd S pan­
ish -Americans. 

c. as a special concern, to e ncour­
age Christian work among immigra nts 
of German Ethn ic origin. 

4. To render a service of Christian 
welfare to children, the aged and to 
all those in n eed. 

5. To carr y out the great commis­
s ion of Christ to bring the Gospel to 

The Commission on Denomination al Objeclives an d Organization appoin ted by the 1955 
General Confer en ce and schedule d to r eport in 1958 at Edm onton, Alberta. 

Left to right (seated) : Mr. Arthur S chwerin. Mr. Harold B. Johns. Dr. Frank H. Woyke, 
Mr. Edwin H. Marklein , Mr . Walter W. Grosser, Mrs. Walter W. Grosser. 

S ta nding: Prof. George A. Dunger, Mr. William Patzia , Rev. L . R. Johnson, Mr . H erman 
Bleeker, Dr. John Wobig, Rev. L . B. H in z, Rev. Isador Faszer a nd Rev. G. E. Friedenberg. 

all men. It is e ndeavored to carry ou t RECOMMENDATION RE 
this great commission through a co­
oper ative missionary program. The 
m issionary challenge b eyond the b or­
ders of North Amer ica confronts the 

NOMI NATING PROCEDURE 

NABGC in a special way in 
a. The Brit ish Cameroons of West 

Africa; 
b. J apan ; 
c. Europe. 

Four District Secretaries 

At t he General Conference sessions 
in W aco, Texas, in 1955, it w as sug­
gested that the General Conference 
Constitution b e amended in such a way 
as lo make it mandatory for the Nomi­
nating Committee of the Genem• Con­
ference to place a minimum of two 
nominees on th e ballot for each office. 
The Commission examined this sug ­
gestion and also made inquiries con­
cerning the procedure of other denomi­
nations in this respect. We found that 
seldom was more t ha n one name sug­
gested by the nominating committee 
for adminis trative offices where the 
inc umb ent was re- nominated. We 
therefore r ecommend that no change 
be made in our cons titu tion with r e­
gard to nominations. 

Recommendations Concerning Four Distric t Secretaries, Appointed by 
t he General Council, to Serve in Their Respective General Areas 

In view of the su rvey made by this 
Commission r egarding the need of 
m ore concentrated and effective d e­
velopmen t of our d enomination and 
promotion of our cooperative program, 
it is r ecommended that the General 
Council appoint four District Secre­
taries, the appointments being made 
attractive enough to be representative 
of the office. The activities of these 
District Secretaries are to be s uper­
vised by the Executive Secretary of 
t he General Council in consultation 
with the administrative officers of the 
cooperating societies a nd t he Promo­
tional Secretar y. The directives for 
the District Secretar ies a re, however, 
to be given by the Executive Secretary 
of the Council. 

The d istr icts would comprise the fol­
low ing general a reas: 

1. The area of the Atlantic, Eastern 
and Central Conferences to become the 
Eastern Dis trict. 

2. The area of t he Dakota, Nor th ­
western, Sou thwestern and Southern 
Conference~ to become the Central 
District. 
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3. Area of the Northern Conference 
to becom e the Northern District. 

4 . The area of the Pacific Confer ­
ence to becom e the Western District. 

The Distr ict Secre taries shall be 
non-voting , ex-officio m embers of the 
General Council. 

Because of the special r esponsibili­
ties of the Gener al Missionary Society 
in the various local conferences, the 
District Secretaries sha ll a lso be non­
voting, ex- officio members of the lo­
cal conference Mission Committees in 
their a reas, and of the General Mis­
sionary Committee. 

Due to the fact that the fou r Dis ­
trict Secretaries will, u nder t he pro­
posed reorganization, d evote a major 
part of their time and efforts to t he 
promotion of our cooperative progra m, 
it is recommended that the office of the 
Nor thern Conference Mission Worker 
be discon tin ued a nd t hat the present 
promotional setup be r eorganized in 
such a way that t he Editor of English 
Litera ture r eassume also the duties of 
Promotiona l Secretary. (Promotional 

p rog ram and m edia.) 

EDMONTON CONFERENCE 
These r ecommendations of t he 

General Council w ill be pre­
sented to the General Confer­
ence sess · ons for action to be 
taken on them. For this reason 
alone, the General Conference in 
Edmonton, Alberta, from July 21 
to 27, 1958, promises to be one of 
the m ost important and de cisive 
in our history! You OUGHT to 
be there ! 

There is still time to plan for 
the General Conference. Rooms 
a re still available, especially in 
hotels. It will be a record­
brecikin,g Conference . Join the 
North Am2r ' can Ba ptis t crowds 
bound for Edmonton, Al berta, 
for t he Conference sessions, July 
21 to 27! 
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rhilly (Jraham JnvaJeJ $an 9ranci.1co 
By Rev. Melvin Pekrul of the Valley Baptist Church, Walnut Creek, California 

SOMETHING tremendous is happen­
ing in San Francisco, the city of 

the "Giants" and "Forty-niners," that 
is rapidly making Protestant history. 
Billy Graham and his able team have 
invaded this great metropolitan cen­
{,cr in California w:th the gr eatest and 
most dynamic evangelistic crusade 
ever witnessed here. 

Nigh t after night the large Cow P al­
ace, w ith a capaci ty of 18,000, is filled 
to overflowing with as many as 5,000 
turned away some nights . Every night 
there are d-ecisions-hundreds of them . 
Several t"mes there were over 1,000 
decisions on a sini;rle night. Billy Gra­
ham reports that this Crusade is ahead 
of even the fabulous New York Cru­
sade in both att·endance a nd decisions. 

SAN FRANCISCO'S NEED 
This is an incredible feat and a great 

victory in a city where Protestantism 
's so weak. Out of a population of 
over 800.000 there are only 40,000 
Protestant church members. This 
means only five percent of the popula­
tion of San Francicco is id·:mtified with 
the Protestant churches. Recent sur­
veys across the United States have 
identified 62 percent of the people in 
some religious group (Protestant, 
Catholic or Jewish). A similar ch-eek 
shows tbat only 17 percent in the c'ty 
of San Franci~co have church connec­
t ions. 

There are fewer Protestants in pro­
portion t0 the population than on the 
Island of Manhattan. Pastors and de­
nomin"f ional leaders alike have said . 
"San Francisco is the gr aveyard of 
pr.zachers." It is understandable, 
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therefore, why there was great specu­
lation and some apprehension as to 
whether Billy Graham would succeed 
in reaching this pagan, sophisticated 
area with the Gospel of Christ. 

You may ask, in the light of these 
facts , what then are the reasons be­
hind this great response to the Gospe l 
so effectively preached by Billy Gra ­
ham? I believe it is a combination of 
many factors such as long and care ful 
preparation . .. a d·eep concern and a 
wonderful sp' rit of cooperation on the 
part of the churches ... and a mighty 
wave of prayer from people all over 
the world. 

For nearly a year the Crusade team 
w~~k~d quizt ly am ong the churche> 
en llstmg support, interpreting the 
Crusade and recruiting the v ast 
amcunt of personnel needed for t his 
great evangelistic e ndeavor. As a re­
: ult there wer·e over 1100 churches at 
the beginning of the Crusade in which 
their members indicated they would 
cooperate and participate. More than 
5.000 worker s from the surrounding 
ch~r~hes look the intensiv.z counselor 
tramml!", 3,600 of whom were finally 
!'<'lected and given counselor badges. 
H undreds were traine d as ushers and 
over 2,000 choir members responded 
to the call to s ing in the Chorus. 

Undergirding it all were hundreds 
of pr~yer groups meeting on weekday 
mornmg<> at 10:00 o'clock for weeks 
before .the Crnsade began and wh;ch 
were directed by a special r adio pro­
P.ram l·2d by the Crusade team mem­
bers. Billy Graham reported that 
there were more churches on record as 

cooperat ing and more people trained 
a:; counselors in this Crusade than 
there were at the beginning of t he 
New York Crusade or any other Cru­
sade he had ever conducted. He fur­
the~ stated to a meeting of pastors, at 
which there were ov.er 1,000 present, 
that the Baptists have given the 
strongest and most united support to 
lhe Crusade of any denominational 
group. 

T he throngs of people that crowd 
the huge Co"'.' _Palace each night come 
from many cities and from great dis­
ta~ces. Many churches which are 50 
miles or more away are sending bus 
lo~ds every night. A special train car ­
rymg over 250 people came from as 
far as t_hz state of Tennessee. Another 
clelegatwn of over 150 persons arr ived 
from New York City Each night as 
a show of hands is . asked for f:·om 
t.ho~e a ttending the first time it seems 
a-; though 75 perce nt hold' up their 
hands. My . own church, w hich is al­
most 5o miles away, (Va lley Baptist 
Church, Y'alnu t Creek, Calif.) h as giv­
en ~P i ts ~.zgul ar Wednesday night 
service and is send 'n g in a bus load 
0 '. more on each of the six Wednesday 
nights. Last week more than 75 per­
scns from Walnut Creek attended with 
several making decisions. 

MARVELOUS CHANGED LIVES 

The thrilling stori.zs of conversions 
and c~ang·::!d lives are beginning to 
gr ow m number annd variety ever y 
day. F or example, a fine high school 
teacher was invited by h is landlady to 
attend the Crusade in our chartered 

P.~l'T I ST H F.RA !.O 

bus. He admitted he went mosuy for 
the ride and to see this big spiritual 
"extravaganza." But he ended up 
walking down the aisle and making 
his decision. The next night he was 
back with a load of his students whom 
he had br ought in his car. 

The impact of the Crusade upon the 
3,000,000 people of this Bay Area has 
been unbelievable. In addition to re­
cording over 8,000 decisions during 
these first two weeks, countless t hou­
sands are hearing the Gospel for the 
fi rst time. Through the amazing 
amount of front page coverage, Chris­
tianity has become headline news and 
the t.opic of conversation on the street, 
in places of business and at service 
clubs. 

The local churches have also been 
strengthe ned and revitalized. Con­
verts are coming back to join our 
churches. Many of our workers have 
learned for the firs t time how to deal 
with a "seeker" and t o lead h im to a 
clear -cut decision for Jesus Christ. 
Through the Evangelism Workshops 
that are being conducted every Friday, 
pastors are learning how to carry on a 
strong program of evangelism in their 
churches. Every phase of life seems to 
have come under t he impact of this 
well- planned and skillfully dire cted 
Crusade. P lans are already in prog­
ress for a series of visitation evan­
gelism crusades to follow up the pres­
ent preaching effort. 

To summarize my impressions of the 
great evangelistic effort, let me share 
a number of observations that I have 
made growing out of the Crusade. I 
have been impressed anew with the 
great hunger of people everywher e for 
the message of hope and redemption 
that we find in the Gospel of Christ. 

Secondly, I found a readiness in 
people to accept this wonde rful mes­
sage when preached with the clarity 
and power and authority that Billy 
G raham possesses. 
CHRISTIANITY'S GREATEST HOUR 

Thirdly, I have been convinced of 
the need for more and better follow­
up of conve rts if they are to survive 
and de velop into mature Christians. 
T he follow-up program of the Cru­
rnde is the finest I have ever seen 
anywhere. rt is more in tense and spe­
cific than that found in most churches 
.. . and it begins immediately after 
the decis ion is made . 

F ourthly, I discovered the power of 
evangelism in bringing together evan­
gelical Christians to work more co­
operatively. The task of evangelism 
seems to be our one great common de­
nominator. It brought the churches of 
the San F rancisco Bay Area closer to­
gether in understanding and spirit 
than they have been at any t ime in 
history. 

Th;s has become Christianity's 
grea test hour and opportunity here, 
yet I believe it is just the beginning of 
a great revival and evangelistic move­
ment that will continue long after Bil­
ly Graham and his team have left San 
Francisco. 
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From the Professor's Desh 
By Dr. Walter W. Wessel, P rofessor of Bible 

North American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

" I have always believed that tlie 
parable of the leaven teaches that evil 
influences are working and growing 
in the Church and eventually the en­
tire Church wiU become apostate. R e­
cently I 'heard a quite different inter ­
pretation. What is your v i ew?" 

It is true that two rather diverse in­
terpretations have been given to th is 
parable. The one you have been taught 
is suggested by t he Scofield R eference 
Bible and is widely held today by 
many evangelical Christians. 

T here are three difficulties with this 
view. First, it fails to interpret the 
parable :n the context in which i t oc­
curs in Matthew's Gospel. The parable 
of the leaven immediately follows the 
parable of the mustard seed with which 
it is intimately related. In fact, the 
two parables form a doublet, both 
stressing th e growth of t he Kingdom. 
The firs t emphasizes that the King­
dom will grow from insignificant be­
ginn :ngs in to something big, while the 
~econd emphasizes the power which it 
has to penetrate and perhaps assimi­
late its surroundings. 

The second objection to the leaven­
symbolizes-evil theory is found in the 
introductory· formula of t he parable, 
"The kingdom of heaven is like ." There 
is noth'ng in this statemen t to suggest 
that our Lord has abruptly changed 

CONFERENCES AND CAMPS 

June 27-July 2 
BAPTIST YOUTH CONGRESS at To­

ronto, Onta r io. Rev. L. B ienert will 
be present and repor t to "Baptist 
Herald." 

J une 29-July 5 
NEBRASKA CHILDREN'S CAMP at 

Taibury, Beatrice, Nebraska. R ev. 
Elmer S trauss and Miss Georgene 
Kern. 

June 30-J uly 6 
MANITOBA BOYS' CAMP at Lake 

Nutimik, River Hills, Manitoba. 
Rev. R. Neuman. 

June 30- July 2 
OKLAHOMA SCRIPTURE MEMORY 
CAMP at Roman Nose S ta te Park. 

Miss Ruth Bathauer and Miss Ber­
neice Westerman. 

July 2-5 
OKLAHOMA CBYF CAMP at Roman 
Nose State P ank. Dr. George Lang and 

Miss Berneice Westerman. 
July 2-8 

DAKOTA INTERMEDIATE YOUTH 
CAMP at Crystal Sprjngs, North Da ­
kota. Rev. G. K. Zimmer man and 
Miss Eleanor Weisenburger. 

July 2-9 
ALBERTA INTERMEDIATE CAMP 

at Sylvan Lake, Alberta . Rev. Ed 
Link and Mrs. Walter Sukut. 

the theme and now is no longer speak ­
ing of the Kingdom itself, but of the 
evil of the Kingdom. The parable 
simply emphasizes another aspect of 
its growth . . 

T hird, it is difficult to see how our 
Lord would liken the Kingdom of 
Heaven to evil or an evil principle. 
Surely the K ingdom of Heaven ( i. e . 
the Reign of God, whether one inter­
prets this to have a n external or in­
t·2rnal manifestation ) has, and will 
always bring with it, blessing to man­
k ind . 

The basic problem associated with 
the in terpretation suggested immedi­
ately above, i. e., that the leaven para­
ble teaches one aspect of the King­
dcm's growth, is the fact that leaven 
is often used in Scr ipture as a symbol 
of evil, pollution or corruption (cf. 
Ex. 12:15 and elsemhere in the Mosaic 
legal requirements; also Matt. 16:6, 
"The leaven of the Pharisees" and I 
Cor. 5 :6, 7). 

An adequate answer to this problem 
is that J esus deliberately used t he 
symbol of leaven in an obviously dif­
ferent way from that to which the 
people were accustomed in order to 
stimulate his listeners' thinldng and 
thus put across his point. Some of us 
preachers could take a much- needed 
lesson here! 

July 4 -10 
SASKATCHEWAN C H I L DRE N'S 

CAMP at Good Spirit Lake, Spring­
side, Sask. Miss Leona Hoffman, Miss 
Loretta Kurtz and Rev. R. Neuman. 

J uly 6 - 12 
MANITOBA GIRLS' CAMP at Lake 

Nutimik, River Hills, Manitoba. Miss 
Georgene Kern. 

J uly 6- 13 
CENTRAL AL BER T A AND SAS­

KATCHEWAN TRI - UNION SEN­
IOR CAMP at Cypress Park Baptist 
Camo, Maple Creek, Sask. Rev. Hugo 
Lueck, Rev. 0 . R. Schmidt and Miss 
Berneic·2 Westerman. 

J uly 6- 12 
WISCONSIN YOUTH CAMP at Camp 

Bird, Crivitz, Wisconsin . R ev. Her ­
man Palfen;er, Chaplain George 
Zinz, Miss Ruth Bathauer and Miss 
Ida F orsch. 

July 8 - 12 
DAKOTA JUNIOR CAMP at Crystal 

Springs, North Dakota. Rev. Walter 
Sukut and Professor Martha Ley­
poldt. 

July 9-16 
ALBERTA JUNIOR CAMP at Sylvan 

Lake. Alberta. Rev. Elmer Strauss 
and Miss Eleanor Weisenburger. 

July 11-17 
SASKATCHEWAN YOUTH CAMP at 

Good Spirit Lak·e, Springside, Sas­
katchewan. Dr. Walter Wessel. 
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dn Opportunity to Vi3it Our.JnJian 9rienJ3 
Announcement Concerning Sunday Morning, July 20, at the Montana Reserve, Alberta 

By Mr. Joseph Hufnagel, Missionary 

FOR SOME TIME the thoughts of 
North American Ba ptists through­

out Canada and the United States have 
been directed to Edmonton, Alberta, 
where our 32nd General Conference 
will be held from July 21 to 27, 1958. 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

This gives you a splendid opportu­
nity to see for yourself the mission 
work to which you have given such 
faithful prayer and financial support 
through the years. We invite you to 
pay us a visit and join us on July 20 at 
10:00 A.M. in our Sunday morning 
service on the Montana Reservation. 
We hope to make it an open-air meet­
ing if the weather is suitable. 

The way to the Reservation? That's 
simple. The Montana Reservation is 
located some 60 miles south of Edmon­
ton. If you are coming from the south 
on No. 2 Highway (from Calgary) you 
may turn east into Ponoka and con­
tinue through town in that direction 
until you reach the railway, at which 
point you turn south and proceed to 
the next avenue running east which 
will lead you over a s teel bridge. Con­
tinue for one block on the pavement 
and then turn left at the next street. 

This street will lead you out of town 
onto a graveled country road going 
east. After following this road for ap­
proximately six and one-half miles, 
you may notice a mail box to the left 
of the road with the name, "J. Scott," 
on it. Turning left at the road inter­
section a few yards farther, keep go­
ing north for two miles where you will 
see our chapel and school buildings. 

DIRECTIONS FROM THE NORTH 

If you are coming from the north on 
No. 2 Highway (from Edmonton), you 
may turn east on a graveled road 
crossing the railway track at the south 
end of Hobbema, Alta., and k eep fol­
lowing that road for about one mile, at 
which point you turn south on another 
road. Continue on that road for about 
three miles, where once more the road 
takes a long curve towards t.he east. 
After having completed that curve, 
you will find another graveled road 
leading off to the right at a right an­
gle. F ollowing this road for about 
four miles, you will see our chapel and 
school buildings on the right hand side 
of the road. Should we have very wet 
weather at t he time, it is advisable to 
take the road through Ponoka. 

Perhaps you will wish to visit bot h 
the Montana and Bull Reservations. 
If so, you may have dinner at either 
Ponoka, Hobbema, or Wetaskiwin aft­
er the morning service here and still 
find enough time to get to the Bull 
R<'servation for that service which 
will be held in the afternoon. 

14 

Peter ·Joseph Dubois of the Indian Muscow­
petung Reserve of Saskatchewan speaks to 
Sunday School boys and girls concerning 

Christ as Savior. 

WELCOME OF 
MUSCOWPETUNG INDIANS 
By Rev. R. Newman, Missionary 

THE WELCOME MAT is out. Re ­
cently I conferred with Chief J ohn 

Gambler of the Muscowpetung Re ­
serve of Saskatchewan about the pos­
sible visits of our friends across the 

border to this reserve. Many of you 
will soon have your plans realized. 
You will be on your way to one of the 
most wonderful places in all the 
world-yes, Canada! 

You w ill not be able to make the 
trip in one day, and perhaps some of 
you will be travelling for days. Those 
of you, who are good travellers and 
careful planners, will have your maps 
a ll marked out before you leave. Per­
haps, I can help you do that. 

Listen! Why not make your last 
stopover, before you proceed to the 
great City of Edmonton, Alberta, at 
the home of your missionaries, Rev. 
and Mrs. R. Neuman, on the Muscow­
petung Reserve near Edenwold, Sas­
katchewan. The Chief invites you! 
Your missionaries expect you to st.op 
in and stopover, and get rested for the 
las t day of the trip. 

INDIANS AT WORSHIP 

Her·e is a cha nce of a lifetime: to see 
the Reserve, the n ew Baptist Church 
and the beautiful QuAppelle Valley at 
a time when it will be at its best. Our 
Vacation Bible School will be in ses­
sion from July 14 to 18. You will see 
the field at work with Indian boys and 
g·rls from near and far for this special 
week. To worship with us in the In­
dian Chapel, you might come for 
either Sunday, July 13 or 20. We shall 
be home to welcome you on and be-

( Continued on Page 17) 

WELCOME TO THE BULL RESERVE 
Announcement Conc.~rning Sunday Afternoon, July 20 

By Mr. Leonard Maier, Missionary 

THE WORDS, "See You in Edmon­
ton at the General Conference," are 

becoming more exciting to me each 
time I read them or hear about them. 
How swiftly the time is advancing and 
how eagerly we are. looking forward 
to those grea t days! Yes, even our In­
dian people a re beginning to ta lk about 
the Conference and to plan for it. 

We are ozrtain that many of the 
conference visit-0rs would love to come 
and to see the Indian Mission fields. 
We have therefore planned t wo serv­
ices for Sunday, July 20, on our Hob­
bema Reserves, and to these services 
we welcome all visitors. 

SUNDAY SERVICES, JULY 20 
The morning service w ill be on the 

Montana Reserve with Mr. J oseph 
Hufnag.el as missionary. He will tell 
you all a bout it. 

At 2:45 P.M. we shall begin our serv­
ice on the Bull R eserve. Our Indian 
people w elcome you, a nd look forward 
to meeting many "Pale Face" friends 
from near and far. 

To get to the Bull Reserve from No. 

2 Highway, follow these directions: 
Turn west onto Highway No. 19. Fol­
low this highway eight miles west; 
then turn left (south) a nd follow this 
road right into the reserve. We shall 
have s igns by the road to help you. 

Should some visitors want to come 
during the week before the conference, 
we shall be happy to show you around. 
We do not encourage visitors during 
the conference week unless you make 
arrangements with the missionaries. 
On July 27 we will have no services 
on the reserve since we plan to h ave 
many of our Indian people at Edmon­
ton for t hat day. 

We are certain you w:u enjoy this 
visit to the reserve. The reserve itself 
is a beautiful park as God has planted 
it, very quiet and peaceful. The birds 
and frogs seem to blend their voices in 
a wonderful praise to God, and t heir 
songs have often been a real blessing 
to us. We know that you will also re­
ceive a special bless; ng to meet a nd 
sp eak to your Indian brothers and sis­
ters for whom you have prayed and 
given of your gifts. 

BAPTIST HERALQ 

~ !Vha/Jt flapp~111h?_ =-.;......;..;.......~"' ~I ~-
e> The pulpit of the First Baptist 
Church, Bessie, Okla., has been sup­
pI:ed in r ecent months by Rev. Leland 
Schantz of Lawton, Okla. He is a for­
mer pastor of our church at Vida, 
Montana, but in the past few years he 
has been engaged in business in Okla­
homa. The arrangement seems to be 
satisfactory to the Bessie church and 
h as kept the church going in its serv­
ices and witness for Christ, as re­
port€d by Mr. Adolf Kosanke, clerk. 
• Fourteen new members were given 
the r ight hand of fellowship in the 
Emery Baptist Church, Emery, S. 
Dak., on Sunday, May 11th. Rev. Le­
land H. Friesen baptized six adults 
and three young people. Two others 
were received into the church by let­
ter and three on statement of their 
Christian experience, conversion and 
baptism. "We as a church are happy 
to add these new members to our roll, 
as reported by Mrs. Herman Bleeker. 
• The G r a c e Baptist Church of 
Gackle and Alfred, N. Dak., has ex­
tended a call to Rev. Bernard Edinger 
of Selfridge, N. Dak., to which a fa ­
vorable respon se has been given. Mr. 
Edinger w ill begin his pastorate at the 
Gackle and Alfred Churches on July 
1st succeeding Rev. Manuel Wolff, now 
of Grosse Pointe, Michigan. Mr. Ed­
inger has served the First Baptist 
Church of Selfridge and the Com­
munity Church of Fort Yates, N. Dak., 
since 1954. 

O Rev. and Mrs. Earl Ahr.ens, mis­
sionaries to the Cameroons, and their 
son, Billy, arrived in Seattle, Wash., by 
plane and at their home in Tacoma, 
Wash., on June 4th. They left Africa 
on an "Air France" plane on May 14 
for London, England, where they spent 
two weeks. They came to New York 
City by plane on May 27. Mrs. Ahrens 
has been ailing in recent weeks before 
their departure home· on furlough. This 
necessitated the arrangements for a 
planie flight to the United States. 
• The Woman's Missionary Sodety of 
1he Carbon Baptist Church, Carbon, 
A lberta, recently held its semi-annual 
Program which featured the play, "The 
Desert Shall Bloom," written by Mrs. 
Viola Pahl of Edmonton, Alberta. Sev­
eral special musical numbers were 
also rendered. The roses used in the 
play were presented to the older moth­
ers and those ladies of the society who 
were sick at their homes, as reported 
by Mrs. Sally Ohlhauser. Rev. Willy 
R. Muller is pastor of the Carbon Bap­
tist Church. 

• The pulpit of t he Southwood Park 
Baptist Church, Portland, Oregon, is 
being supplied from June 8 to August 
31 by M r . Bruce Rich, a 1958 graduate 
of the North American Baptist Semi­
nary. The pastor of the church, Rev. 
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Albert Wardin, will be sp ending most 
of the summer months on a trip to Eu­
rope and the Holy Land. Mr. Rich is 
a "spiritual son" of i.be nearby Beth­
any Church of Portland, Oregon. He 
is awaiting a call from one of our 
churches for full time servi ce, prefer­
ably in the field of Christian educa­
tion. 

@ The Misses Alethea S. and Celia 
Kose of Chicago, Ill., sailed on the 
"SS Homeric" on June 9th from Mon­
treal, Canada, for a ten weeks' tour of 
Europe. They will spend considerable 
time in England and travel through 
numerous countries on the continent. 
Miss Alethea Kose, a teacher at Chi­
cago's Bapt'st Missionary Training 
School, w ill try to contact as many 
a lumnae of the school in Europe a s 
possible. Both of the young women 
will also attend the European Baptist 
Jubilee Congress to convene in Berlin, 
Germany, from July 26 to 31. 

e Dr. Donald G. Davis, pastor of the 
Berean Baptist Church, Los Angeles, 
California, spoke at the first mid-week 
service on April 30 of the newly or­
p.anized Berean Baptist Church of 
Baldwin County at Foley, Alabama, 
which will seek fellowship with the 
South Texas, Lou'siana a nd Alabama 
Associa tion and the North American 
Baptist General Conference. The pas­
tor is Mr. William H. Oden, formerly 
of Los Angeles, California. Members 
of this newly organized church be­
longed formerly to the Baptist Church 
of Elberta, Alabama. 
o Beginning ' with Sunday evening, 
May 4, the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Corn, Okla., began the showing of a 
series of Christian films on "The Old 
Testament Scriptures" produced by 
Concordia F;Jms of St. Louis, Mo. The 
first in the series of 14 illustrated pro­
grams was on "Abraham , a Man of 
F aith." Rev. J ack Block, pastor, 
wrote that "we are seeing an increase 
in atte ndance at the evening services 
because of these inspiring films." Two 
years of writing, planning a~d re­
search went into the preparation of 
this Old Testament series of pictures. 

HOMECOMING DAY, 
LEDUC, ALBERTA 

The First Bapt'st Church, Le­
duc, Alta., will observe "Home­
coming Day" on Sunday, July 20, 
with inspiring services planned 
for the morning and afternoon. 
Pastors and ministers' wives who 
are spiritual sons and daughters 
of the church will take part in 
the program. Rev. Otto Patzia of 
Detroit, M'ch., will preach at the 
11 :00 o'clock worship service. 

o The immanuei Baptist church of 
Beulah, N. Dak., held special services 
on Sunday morning and afternoon, 
May 18, in the interest of Church Ex­
tension. Dr. Martin L. Leuschner of 
Forest Park, Ill., served as guest 
speaker. The offerings for the Church 
Extension program of the denomina ­
t 'on amounted to $l10.15. On Sunday 
evening, May 18, Rev. John B. Wood 
of the Baptist Church brought the 
baccalaureate address at the Be ulah 
High School exercises. The school's 
choruses sang several r eligious num­
bers. 
0 The former Portland A venue Bap­
tist Chapel, a mission of the Calvary 
Church, Tacoma, Washington , was or­
ganized in to a Baptist church on Sun­
day, May 4. It w ill be known as the 
Portland A venue Baptist Church of 
Tacoma. Its pastor is Rev. Henry 
Smuland of Renton, Wash., formerly 
minister of the Baptist Church at 
Avon, S. Dak. The recognition service 
was held on June 10 with representa­
tives of the Pacific Northwest Associa­
tion churches extending the hand of 
fellowship into thz North American 
Baptist General Conference. A more 
detailed report appear s elsewhere in 
this issue. 
o The annual Mother's Day Tea of 
the Tabitha Society of Elgin, Iowa, was 
held in First Baptist Church on May 
15. "Say It W'.th Flowers" was the 
theme of the program, and for the oc­
casion the church was beautifully dec­
orated with spring flowers. The pro­
gram of devotions, musical numbers 
;:nd readings was arranged by Mrs. 
Abe Habeger, Mrs. Clarence Muehle­
thaler and Mrs. Leo Lehman. Guests 
of the society were ladies of the Elgin 
Lutheran Church. Hostesses for the 
tea were Mrs. Harry Johnson , Mrs. 
Chrystal Thoma, Mrs. Clara Baum­
gartner, Mrs. Edward Krueger and 
Mrs. Alfred Baechler. 
e Mrs. Ervin B. Strauss of Cleveland, 
Ohio, the wife of the pastor of the 
Erin Avenue Baptist Church, passed 
away very suddenly and unexpectedly 
on May 21st. The announcement of 
the third child who had been born to 
them appeared in t he last issue of the 
"Bapt ist Herald." The memorial serv­
ice was held at the Erin Ave. Church 
on Friday evening, May 23, and inter­
ment was in Trochu, Alberta, the home 
of Mrs. S trauss, where t he body was 
shipped for burial. A memorial serv­
ice was also held in the Trochu Baptist 
Church on May 27. All of our church 
people and r eaders of the "Baptist 
Herald" wish to express their sympa­
thy to Brot her Strauss in this great 
personal loss and sorrow of his. 
e On Thursday evening, May 1, the 
Willing Workers' Circle of the First 
Baptist Church of Arnprior, Ontario, 
I·eld a special Mother's Day banquet 
in t he church. The president, Mrs. 
Frances Neil, welcomed the guests and 
friends from ihe Woman's Missionary 
Society of the church. Each guest re-

(Continued on Page 17) 
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The 
TORCH 

BEARER 
By Sallie Lee Bell 

• 

The hear t- throbbing story of young people, w rapped 
up in the world and themselves, who find serenity 

and joy in Ch rist. 

Cop y right. 1956, Zonde r van P ublishing House, G rand Ra pids , Mich. 
- A. Devan ey, Inc 

Oavld Gar dner felt th e call of God to stu dy for tile minist ry, 
m u ch to the disgus t of his college roomm:ite, Ba rry Carte r . 

Rep r in te d by their permission. 

SYNOPSIS 

Barry Carter was Irritated by hJs college 
roommate and close friend, David Gardner, 
because he announced that he was going 
to be a preacher. They entered into frequent 
discussions about the Bible and God . A week 
before Barry and Cicily w ere to be mar­
ried, a dinner party was held for them 
by friends . David went a.Jong rel ucta ntly to 
the party. Toasts were drunk to the pros­
pective bridegroom. as David looked on 
s ilently and critically. When an irreverent 
toast was drunk to him. David left the party. 
Borry followed him and persuaded hlm to 
ride home in his car. Then seized by a 
maddening force, Barry drove the car 
recklessly until it skidded around a corne r 
and plunged down an embankment, killing 
David in the crash . Some weeks later, Barry 
was gloriously saved and later, through the 
influence of Dale, David's fiance, entered 
the ministry and became pastor of a church 
in New Orleans, La. Cicily married Roy 
Farlan, but there was little love for each 
other. Roy suggested to his wife one day 
that they go for a visit to New Orleans. 
Cicily felt that her husband meant somehow 
to hurt her. One Sunday they attended a 
service at Barry's church in New Or leans. 

CHAPTER TIORTEEN 

W HEN the service was over and 
Barry stood at the door shaking 

hands with the people as they passed 
out, Roy and Cicily met him. 

"My! This is a surprise," he said as 
he shook hands with them. 

Roy greeted him with such a cordial 
handshake and such an outburst of 
friendship that Cicily was speechless. 
She knew how much he hated Barry 
i:ind she felt that Barry a lso knew it. 
lf B11rry was surprised by Roy's effu­
alon, he gave no evidence of it. 

''How long do you plan to remain 
in town?" he a:o.ked. 

"Until the hot weather sets in. How 
about having dinner with us today?" 

"Thanks, but I have another engage­
ment," Ban·y said. 

"Then how about tomorrow eve­
ning?" Roy persisted. "We feel sort of 
lonesome here, knowing so few people 
and it's been a long time since we've 
seen you. Won't you have dinner with 
us tomorrow?" 

"We'd love to have you," Cicily add­
ed politely. 
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H er lips were stiff and her throat 
was dry. She wasn 't telling t he truth. 
There was nothing she wanted less 
than to have to en ter tain B arry with 
Roy as a spectator . She knew that h is 
keen eyes wou ld misinterpret h er 
every word. 

Ba r ry could not refuse the inv ita­
tion, so he came to dinner the next 
day. It was a time of str ain for Cicily 
and when he finally left she was e x­
hausted . Roy had never been quite so 
charming and enter taining. He carried 
most of the conversation , r ecalling old 
times and la ughing over some of his 
wild escapades. No one h earing h im 
would have imagined that he had ever 
had anything but t he warmest feeling 
of friendship for Barry. She wondered 
just how much of this masquerade w as 
apparen t to Barry. 

When occasionally their glances met, 
she h oped th at she would find some 
little spark in Barry's eyes that would 
tell her that he still cared. However, 
those clear eyes of Barry's d id not 
linger on hers with any hint of other 
emotion than that of friendship. 

"It's strange that a good looking fel­
low like you has never maried," Roy 
commented. " I saw many attractive 
girls staring at you as if they would 
gladly say yes lf you put the question 
to them." 

"I've been too busy to think of mar­
riage,'' Barry replied. " I haven't even 
had time to be lonely. There are so 
many important things that take up 
my time each day that I don't have 
time to think of myself." 

"It's good to know that you're not 
holding_ a grudge against me because 
I married the girl you loved " Ro 
replied. ' Y 

Cicily gasped at this crude remark 
She knew that it was done deliberateiy 
and for a purpose. She waited tensely 
for Barry's reply. 

"Why should I hold a grudge against 

you ?" Barry replied as his frank gaze 
met Roy's. "Cicily was free t o m ake 
her own choice and she chose you. I 
couldn't blame you for that, could I ?" 
a nd he smiled faintly. 

"Then I h ope you w on 't find it in 
your h ear t to h old i t against her,'' Roy 
said i n his most oily voice. " I know 
that would gr ieve her very much. She 
has worried about it for such a long 
time." 

Cicily was too stunned even to u tter 
a denial of this bold lie, even if she 
had dared. 

"I'm sorry if she has done that ,'' and 
Barry glanced at Cicily. " I couldn't 
see i t at the time, but I r ealize that i t 
was God's plan for my life a nd I've 
b~en conten t to let God h ave His way 
with me. I could never fi nd happiness 
a ny other w ay." 

His r eply silenced Roy and Bar ry 
turne~ the conversation to other topics. 

Durmg the weeks that followed, Roy 
"".as unusually agreeable. H e often in­
vited Barry to the house and Ba rry was 
forced to accept occasionally. 

What made the situation so difficult 
~ord Barry was that t he sigh t of Cicily 

a wakened once more the flam e of 
~i~h\ov~ .that he had thought was dead 
wh n him. He had told Roy the t ruth 
b en e h ad said t hat he was too 
~~Y to think of marriage. But h e had 

~ch~o.sel~· kept busy in order to k ill the 
to pa:n h1.s hear t that seemed destined 
he hadn im forever. He had thought 
that h conquered i t but now he knew 
have t~ ~a~ failed. T he battle would 

e ought all over again . 
He somehow f . . . 

cared for h. elt that C1c1ly still 
look in h im. He did not miss the 
she had ~~ eyes that revealed what 
from him ~ught she had concealed 
from her ·f e Wanted to ,keep away 
lay in th or he knew that temptation 
could not e path that led to her. He 
Roy so ref~se ever y invitation which 

persistently held out to him, 
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but he accepted each one with growing 
reluctance a nd h e dreaded them more 
and more each time. 

Cicily did not r ealize that she had not 
only r evealed her love to Barry, but 
she had also r evealed it to Roy's keen, 
suspicious eyes. It was what he had 
been scheming for, the thing of which 
he ha d wanted to be sure, that ·she 
still loved the m an h e hated. 

One morning he told her that he was 
to b e ou t of town for the day. He had 
been interested in some property on 

· the Gulf Coast in Misissippi and he was 
going over there to look at it. 

"Th er e's no need of you taking the 
trip unless you want to go," he said; 
" I'll b e spending a lot of time looking 
over the p lace w ith the agent and 
you'll have a dull t ime ." 

She told h im t hat she'd rather stay 
at home and r est. She was glad to have 
on e day to h er self. It would give her 
th e chance she had been so despera tely 
hoping for and of which she had .a.1-
m ost despaired. It would give her · the 
opportunity to talk with Barry . . She 
had only a faint hope that he might 
be ab le to help her , but he was her 
only hope. If he could not offer her 
some solution she would leave Roy 
a nd take the ' consequences. She had 
become so desper ate that nothing mat­
t er ed but the desire to get out from 
u nder the mental torture which Roy 
had made her endure and the greater 
t hreat of that unknown danger which 
hung over her. 

As soon as Roy left the house and 
she was sure that he was on his way, 
she phoned Bar ry. 

"Could you come to see me this 
morn ing?" sh e asked. " I'm in desperate 
t rouble and I must see you. I need 
your help , Barr y. P lease come!" 

"Where is Roy?" he asked. 
"He's out of town for the day," she 

told him. "That's why I must see you 
today. It's a bout him, Barry. I 'm so 
terr ibly afraid. I can't talk about it 
over the phone. P lease come here and 
let me tal.\t to you. I need your advice. 
Ther e's no one else I can turn to." 

After she had hung up, Cicily paced 
the floor nervously. She longed to see 
Barry, yet now that he was coming 
she was not sure that she had done 
the righ t thing. Seeing him alone would 
be much more trying than she had 
thought it would be. She had not talked 
With him alone since that last plea he 
had made to her to marry him. Surely 
he would remember that. Would he 
gloat over her unhappiness and remind 
her that he could have made her happy 
where her husband had failed? Was 
there still some little spark of love for 
her in his heart or had she killed that 
love on t he day she had sent him 
from her? 

Barry drove slowy up the avenue. 
His thoughts were not too pl~asai:t. 
He was reluctant to visit Cicily in 

Roy's absence, but h e could not r efuse 
her urgent p lea. He could tell_ by the 
tone of her voice tha t something had 
happened which had terrified her. 

He rang the bell and Cicily answered 
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the ring. She had let the cook go for 
the day and had sent the maid on an 
errand. 

"I've been wanting to talk to you 
ever since we came here," she said as 
she led the way into the Jiving room. 
"This is the first opportunity I have 
had. Roy never lets me out of his 
s:ght. Sometimes I feel that he even 
watches me in my sleep." 

"Where is he today?" Barry asked 
with a note of concern in his voice. He 
knew Roy well enough to know what 
he \vould think if he should come in 
and find them together. Some inner 
voice had warned him not to come 
here but the thought of Cicily in trou­
ble and the hope that he might be able 
t.o help her had m ade him ignore that 
inner warning. 

"He has gone over on the Coast to 
look at a pi·ece of property," she told 
him. "He expects to be gone all day." 
,; "Why have you sent for me?" he 
asked. Once more he felt that inner 
warning. 

"My life has become unbearable 
with Roy and I don't know what to do 
::ibout it," she 'began. "At first. I tried 
to be happy with him, though I d idn' t 
love him, but Roy was injured in an 
auto accident and he's never been the 
same s ince. I really believe that he's 
losing h's mind. He finds ways to tor­
ture me mentally that a sane man 
would never dream of and my life h as 
become a nightmare of fear and hate. 
Hate for him and fear of what he may 
do to me." 

Her voice fa iled and her lips t rem­
bled as she fought back the tea rs. 

"I'm so sorry," he said gently. "I 
was hoping that you would be happy, 
but my hope wasn't too strong. I be­
believe I know Roy better than you 
did. It's a part of his nature to enjoy 
seeing others suffer." 

"How I wish I had known t hat be­
fore I made such a miserable wreck 
of my life! I ca n't go on like this. 
Barry. I threatened to l eave h'm but 
he told me that if I tried to leave him, 
I would wish I was dead b efore it 
ever went through." 

"What. a way for a man to treat the 
woman he loves!" Barry commented. 

"He doesn't love me. H e said I had 
killed his love by my co'dness. He's 
making me suffer because he thinks I 
st.'11 love you ." 

Barry's face paled and he said noth­
ing. He felt that there was little he 
could do or say that would help her. 

H e rose and said, "It's too bad that 
hi<> jealousy and suspicion ~hou!d have 
ru'ned your happiness and his. Both 
of you could have been happy if you 
had only tried to forget the past and 
to live for each other ." 

"But he wasn't willing to forge t the 
nast,'' she said, rising and approachin~ 
him. "He came across a newspaper 
clipping about you th~t I had ~ut 
away with some other little souvenirs 
-and he accused me of still being in 
love w ' th you." She r aised tear- fined 
eyes to his. "The terrib1e p:> r t of it io:; 
that it's true, Barry. I've never been 
able to get over lo\"ing you . My love 

for you has been there in my hear t all 
this time, torturing me with regret and 
longing. I can't go on like this. I'd 
rat her be dead than to go on. Oh, 
Barry, if I had only listened to you 
when you begged me to marry you! 
What. shall I do? What shall I do?" 

Sobbing, she suddenly clung to him. 
As he reached up to d isengage her 
clinging arms a voice spoke from the 
doorway. 

"What an inter0esting love scene for 
a discarded husband to witness," 
Roy's drawling voice remarked. 

(To Be Continued ) 

MUSCOWPETUNG INDIANS 
(Continued from Page 14) 

tween these dates. After the Confer­
ence, we will not be home for at least 
a week. 

The Muscowpetung Indian Reserve 
and Mission Home is only 35 miles 
northeast of Regina, "the Queen City" 
of Saskatchewan. When you are in the 
vicinity of Reg'na, ask how to get to 
Edenwold. In Edenwold we have a 
Bapt ist Church. When in Edenwold, 
ask for the B aptist Church on the 
Muscowpet.ung Reserve. Anyone can 
direct you. 

We hope to see you in July on the 
Mission Field, and then in Edmonton, 
Alberta, at one of the greatest and 
grandest General Conferences in the 
history of the denomination. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING 
(Cont inued from Pag·e 15) 

ceiv·ed a lovely handkerchief on behalf 
of the "Willing Workers." After th~ 
banquet, the 25 members of the group 
portrayed "Mother" in poems, songs 
and readings. Mrs. C. A. R amus, pres­
ident cf the Woman' Society, in thank­
in<r the "Willing Workers" for their 
insp'ring program also described the 
real meaning of "Mother." The new 
pastor of the Arnprior Church is Rev. 
Eldon Janzen. 
<D The First Ba ptist Church of E lgin, 
Iowa, h 'ls called R ev. E!don G. Schroe­
der of K yle, Texas, to which he has 
repli·ed favorably. He will begin his 
ministry in Elgin on August 1st, suc­
ce-eding Rev. H. John Vanderbeck, 
row of Anahe'm, Ca lifornia. Mr . 
Schroeder has served as pastor of the 
Immanuel Church of Kyle, Texas, 
since 1953. In the meantime, the 
church in Elgin, Iowa, is being ably 
;-erved by Rev. Henry R. Schroeder of 
S t.. Paul, Minn., as the interim pastor. 
e Rev. G. J. Thiessen of Edmonton, 
Alberta, pr·esented his resignation a<; 
pastor of the Lauderdale B aptist 
Church of Edmonton en Sunday, May 
15. with the understanding t ha t he 
would terminate his ~ervices a t the 
cburch 0n Auirust 31. He has been the 
pastor of the Lauderdale Church since 
1055. H i<> plan<; for the fu ture are still 
indefinite, awaiting God 's gu'dance in 
h !" life. 
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A TEACHING GUIDE 
Date: J uly 6, 1958 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 10:12- 15, 
17- 11:1; Romans 5:6-11 

THE CENTRAL THOUGHT: Our 
love to God will become eviden t only 
in the measure in which we express 
our love for our fellowmen. 

INTRODUCTION: Although Jes us 
revealed the justice of God in its full ­
est measure, the Old Testament is not 
without a high sense of love, justice 
and mercy. For the next three months 
we shall examine God's virtue of jus­
tice in every aspect of life with some 
comparative references from both the 
Old and the New Testaments. We shall 
see the meaning of God's justice in the 
home, in the community life, in gov­
ernment, in the treatment of minori­
ties, in world a ffairs and in every hu­
man relationship. 

Many people are unusually zealous 
in their battle fo r justice when they 
are seeking it for themselves. For 
them justice is a one- way street. Our 
Puritan forefathers came to this coun­
try because they believed that the es ­
tablished church of England was un­
just to them. But they fa!led to give 
the same m easure of justice to the 
non-conformists in the new country. 
The tensions and revolutions of the 
world are evidences that the demands 
for justice cannot be silence d nor sup­
pressed. It is imperative that the 
Christian church make clear to the 
world the meaning of justice and mer­
cy as they are found in God and in his 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

I. THE REQUIREMENTS OF GOD'S 
JUSTICE. Deut. 10:12-15. 

To understand God's justioz it is 
necessary to fulfill certain require­
ments: 

(a) "Fear the Lord, thy God." We 
look upon the Supreme Court, headed 
by the Chief Justice, with a certain 
amount of awe and respect. It is prob­
ably considered the highest as well as 
the fairest, court in the w'orld . How 
much more is God, the Judge of all the 
ear th, worthy of our highest rev­
erence and respect? 

(b) "Walk in all his ways." To walk 
together implies a close relationship. 
When the highest court hands down a 
decision it is necessary to accept it and 
to go along with it. God's decision is 
fi~al , and so long as we go along with 
him there is harmony between m an 
and God. 

(c) "Love him." It is not enough 
to accept the legal aspect of God's jus­
t ice. The idea l is to love him then the 
legal aspect will be easy. ' 

(d) "Serve the Lord, thy God." L ove 
naturally leads to service. God wants 
us to be actively engaged in practicing 
and in bringing his justice into ever y 
area of life . 
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T HE BIBLE 
"You n ever get to the end of 

Christ 's words. There is some­
thing in them always b ehind. 
They pass into proverbs, into 
law s, into doctrines, into con­
solations; but they never pass 
away, and after a ll the use that 
is m a de of them they ar e still not 
exhausted." - A. P. Stanley. 

II. THE GOD OF JUSTICE. Deut. 
10:17-11:1. 

There is no doubt that the writer of 
Deuteronomy wished to convey the 
definite truth that there is no higher 
court of appeal. H e is the God of gods, 
Lord of lords, great, mighty, terrible 
and absolutely impartial. The helpless 
orphan, the poor widow, the friendless 
stranger have as much right to h is jus­
tice as the richest ruler. We do not 
like to think of God's justice as being 
"terrible," but sometimes it is neces­
sary to send a person to prison for life 
or to pass the death sentence as a just 
penalty for his crime. Only the gov­
ernor, moved to mercy, can change the 
sente nce. 
III. GOD'S J USTICE - P LUS HIS 

LOVE AND MERCY. Romans 5: 
6- 11. 

In the Old Testament we often have 
a picture of God's justice giving to 
man what he deserves. In the New 
Testament God reveals himself 
through J esus Christ, and he gives us 
a love and mercy which we do not ac­
tually deserve. H is justice becomes 
entirely permeated by the love and 
:acrifice of Jesus Christ. People who 
have escaped the clutches of the Com­
munistic legal system are often at a 
loss for words when they enter the 
freedom of a democracy. Much more 
then do we have cause for "joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom we have now rece ived the 
a tone rnen t." 

A TEACHI NG GUI DE 
Date: J uly 13, 1958 

Scripture: Matthew 5: 17- 20, 46- 48; 
23 :2- 26 

THE CENTRAL THOUGHT: The 
Gospel is not to be used only under 
certain conditions or in a particular 
a rea; but in all circumstances a nd in 
every area of life. 

INTRODUCTION: We ofte n pride 
ourselves on the fact that wt~ have a 
w~1ole Gospel for the whole world, yet 
we continue to Jive in a small com­
partment of the Kingdom of God. Of­
ten our association with the Gospel is 

The editor of this page, "Sun ­
day School Lessons," is Rev. 
Bruno Schreiber, who lives at 
the address: 1026 S. Harvey, Oak 
Park, Illinois. 

Hn:iited to going to Sunday School, or 
go1_n~ . t.o church, or going to var ious 
religious meetings, but never stopping 
l?ng ~nough and going to work. Some­
t!m~s the meaning of the Gospel is 
Brruted to assenting t.o the basic Bible 
doctrines which ar e r equired for 
church membership while the larger 
area _of w_ork and sacrifice which J esus 
req~1red ~s neglected. The seeds of sal­
vation will never matur e unless we 
also strive for the fruit of t he Spirit. 
We tend too often t o do everything 
that makes us look like a Ch r istian 
and evade the greater responsibility 
V:hich is to work and act like a Chris­
tian. Many are interested in h aving 
the world look at them through a pic­
tu_re window rather than open the 
wmdows of God's grace and love and 
service. 

I. SOCIAL JUSTICE AND RIGHT-­
EOUSNESS. Matt. 5:11- 20 . • :. · . 

. I srael had what may be called a ·so­
cial Gospel. It concerned i
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tself with 
the_ be~avi_or of the individual, with 
social Justice and with law. But the 
attempt to k eep this law tended to 
rnak~ many self- righteous. The p roc­
ess !nvolved building up oneself by 
~earmg others down. I nstead of gain­
mg salvation for themselves, they de­
veloped a more dangerous state of 
lost-~ess. Only when we experience 
the _righteousness of God can we make 
an impact on the unrighteousness all 
around us. 

II. SOCIAL J USTICE AND RIGHT 
" F~LLOWSHIP. Matt. 5:46- 48. 

. It is not good for man to be alone" 
~a t ruth that is still accepted today. 
. e long for the warmth of family 

life, for friends for fellowship for 
congenial d ' ' . . an agreeable companion-
ship. Sororities, fraternit ies clubs and 
s~cret societies are sometimes criti­
~~ed_ for their e xclusiveness. The 

ans~e and Sadducee clubs a re evi­
dent m many Christian churches. 
~~er,e w~re "parties" (1 Cor. 1:12) in 

ul s time, who stuck together be­f ause they were friends. J ustice no 

1 
onge~ played an important role. F el ­
ows_hip was based not on the con cept 

of nght or wrong,' but on whose side 
a person: happened to be on. Such a 
fellowship is childish and immature. 
We must strive in our Christian 
growth_ toward a perfection which is 
found m God. Publicans and sinners 
~hould not be outside of our fellowship 
if our a~m is to bring them into the 
fellowsh ip of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
III. SOCIAL JUSTICE AND R IGHT 

ATTITUDES. Matt . 23:23- 26. 
In sin:ple terms we might say that 

the scribes and P harisees tried to 
change everything except the h eart. 
How much easier it is to let Christ 
change the heart for t hen everything 
else will change ~ore easily and nat­
urally. The governm ent has power to 
make many changes in our social or­
der to bring about a greater measure 
of justice, but the attitudes often r e­
main the same. Anti-segregat ion laws 
are difficult to enforce where the 
hearts and m inds of people remain 
segregated. 

Northern Conference 

Nine Young P eople Are 
Baptized, Trochu, Alberta 

With the Psalmist in Ps. 126:3 we of 
the Trochu Baptist Church, Trochu, 
Alberta, can say: "The L ord hath done 
great things for us whereof we are 
glad." God has b een good to us in 
many ways. We have seen his guidance 
in the finishing of our church building 
by painting the complete interior. The 
P. A. system has been improved and 
a Gestetner was purchased to prin t 
Every Sunday Bulletins. While all these 
are material advances, they neverthe­
less help us to promote the cause of 
Christ in a better way. 

We have also had spiritual advances 
for which we are glad. All the organi­
zations of the church have been active 
in their programs to honor Christ. On 
April 13, we baptized nine young peo­
ple on confession of their faith in 
Christ. All this is the L or d's doing and 
it is marvelous in our eyes! 

R. H offman , Pastor 

Northwestern Conference 

Baptism al Service for Bapt ist 
Church, Randolph, Min nesota 

The Randolph Baptist Church, Ran­
dolph, Minn., held a baptismal service 
on Sunday evening, March 23, at the 
River view Baptist Church, S t. Paul, 
Minn. We were privileged to have par t. 
of the "God's Volunteers" group with 
us at th is meeting. LeRoy K iemele 
led th2 song service and gave his tes­
timony. Rev. Bert Itterman, pastor of 
the Randolph church, led in prayer, 
after which Leona Hoffman gave her 
testimony and sang a duet with Mr. 
Kiernele. Lily Boyrnook spoke about 
the work of "God's Volunteer s." Rev. 
B2rt Itterrnan baptized four candidates 
on confession of their fa ith in the L ord 
J esus Christ. He also made a few re­
marks from the baptismal waters and 
closed the ser vice with the benediction. 

The r ight hand of fellowship was 
extend·~d to these candidates and they 
were received into the church mem­
bership prior to the communion service 
on Good Friday evening. 

Mrs. Paul Miller, Repor ter 

Christia n H igh School Banquet 
at Watertown, Wisconsin 

On Friday evening, April 18, the 
Senior Youth Group of the First Bap­
~i st Church, Watertown, Wisc., held 
~ts annual semi-formal banquet. This 
is held for those h!.gh school s tudents 
of any denomination who do not wish 
to attend the High School Prom on t he 
same evening. The theme for this year's 
banquet was "Founta in of Youth," and 
the theme song was, "Corne Thou 
F ount." The decorations a ided in car­
rying out the theme. 

First on the program was t he choos­
ing of the king and queen to reign over 
t he banquet. The king and queen then 
chose the members of their royal court. 
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Rev. R . Hollman, pastor of the Trochu Bap­
tist Church , Troch u, Alta., and nine youni: 

people whom he re cently baptized. 

Rev. and Mrs. L. R. Prast , advisors of 
the Sen ior group, presented the king 
and queen with their crowns. 

After a delicious dinner, the pro­
gram of the evening was given by a 
group from the Baptist S tudent Cen­
ter, Madison , Wisc. T hey presented 
brief humorous skits, a movie and also 
had several games with audience par­
ticipat.ion. After this, the serious side 
of the program was presented. 

Barbara Leischer, Reporter 

Special Services an d Church 
Officers, A plington , Iowa 

Pre -Easter worship services were 
held four nights during Holy Week in 
Aplington, Iowa, at the school audi­
torium sponsored by the four commu­
ni ty churches, Bethel Reformed , Bap­
tist, Presbyterian and Reformed. Mes­
sages were based on the "Seven Last 
Words Which Chris t U ttered From the 
Cross." T he senior youth of t he com­
munity sponsored its first Easter sun­
rise service with the Bapt ist CBY serv­
ing as host. A breakfast followed the 
service. The cantata, "L ife Everlast­
ing," was presen ted E aster Sunday 
evening by the mass choir. 

Baptist church officers elected for 
the new year include: Donald Linda­
man, vice-moderator; William Linda­
man, Folkert DeVries, d eacons; Mrs. 
Harm Sherman, deaconess: Ole Nie­
huis. Bernie Lindaman, trustees; Mrs. 
c. L. Huisinga, clerk; Lester Oster­
carnp, E . A. Sents, t reasurer and as­
~istant; Mrs. Lawrence Dreyer, Mrs. 
Clarence Ostercamp, Christian educa­
t 'on committee; Mrs. Marlin Linda·· 
man. Mrs. Elvin Uhlenhopp, Johanna 
W . DeBuhr, music committee; Viola 
Gieseke, periodical agent; John Linda­
man, Clarence Neymeyer, K enneth 
Dreyer , Lawrence Dreyer, Myrlin Hui­
singa, Lester Sents, Earl St.ukenberg, 
H arlan Haan, ushers. The treasurer's 
report indicated a total of $20.841.03 
rece ived during the year. Of this 
amount $7876.67 were designated for 
missions. 

Mrs. Paul Voogd, Reporter 

Wom en 's Rally of Minnesota 
and La Crosse Association 

The Spring Rally of the Woman's 
Missionary Union of the Minnesotal"and 
Lacrosse, Wisconsin Association was 
held on Sunday afternoon, April 27, 
at the Bible Baptist Church, Lacrosse, 
Wisc. Roll Call r evealed that there 
were 111 women present. With the 
afternoon's offering of $82.14, our mis­
sion goal of $500 for the Woman's 
Union Missionary projects went over 
the top. 

After the customary preliminaries, 
devotions and special music under the 
leadership of our vice- presiden t, we 
were privileged to have as our guest 
speaker Mrs. Doris Adam Fehr from 
Minneapolis, Minn. Dr. and Mrs. Peter 
Fehr are missionary appointees to the 
Cameroons sailing after the General 
Conference ses-:-ions. Mrs. Fehr en­
deared herself to the audience as she 
charmingly spoke of her husband's and 
her own family backgrounds, their 
educational accomplishments, their 
call to the mission field, and what they 
expect to find when they arrive in the 
Cameroons. Inasmuch as their sincere 
desire and ultimate goal is to win men 
and women to Jesus Christ, Mrs. F ehr 
r equested that they be remembered in 
our prayers. 

The present officer s of t he Associ­
at.ion's Woman's Missionary Union are: 
Mrs. Bert Itterman. R an dolph, presi­
dent; Mrs. S. Donald Ganstrom, River­
view, St. Paul. vice- president; and 
Mrs. Flora H. Woyke, Faith , Minne­
apolis, secretary- treasurer. 

Mrs. F lora H. Woyke, Reporter 

Eastern Conference 

Rev. Frank Friesen's Interim 
Ministry, Arnprior, Ontario 

Since our for mer pastor , Rev. Wal ­
ter Schmidt, and family left the First 
Bapt'st Church, Arnprior, Ontario, for 
1heir new field of ser v ice in Norridge, 
Illinois, we were privileged and spir­
itually blessed by the ministry of our 
interim pastor , R ev. Frank F riesen, and 
h is dear wife. Although his ministry 
only lasted from F ebruary to May, we 
as t he members and friends of the 
Arnprior church wish to thank them 
for their effectual and untiring efforts 
in 1.he work of the L ord's K ingdom 
here in Arnprior. Mr. Friesen worked 
wonderc with the Junior and Sen ior 
young people's groups. as well as with 
the Sunday School, Baptist Men and 
with both women's organizations. 

On April 27, which was the last 
Sunday that Mr. and Mrs. Friesen were 
with us, the members and friends of 
the church gathered after the service 
for a fellowship hour. During this time 
Mr. Irvin Woermke, on behalf of the 
church. spoke a few words of thanks 
for their Christian leadership and 
faithful ministry. Mr. Orville F elhaver 
on behalf of t he church presented 
them with a l ovely Kem~od blanket. 
Mr. Friesen thanked everyone with 
humbleness and sincerity. 

Mrs. Gerald K uehl. Repor ter 
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Dakota Conference 

Ministry of Bap tist Volunteer 
Choir, E ureka, Sou th Dakota 

We as the Volunteer Choir of the 
First Baptist Church, Eureka, S . Dak., 
can certainly sing praises unto our 
Lord and Savior for the wonderful 
year of singing we have enjoyed. We 
are also rejoicing over the fact that 
ou r choir has increased in numbers 
during the past y.2ar. On Easter S un­
day, we as the choir presen ted our 
Easter cantata, "Life Eternal," in our 
home church, and also in the Linton 
Baptist Church. May the message 
which was brought out in the singing 
of the cantata have been a blessing to 
everyone who heard it! · 

On April 30, our yearly election wa3 
held with the following officers elect­
e d: president, Andy Schweigert; v ice­
pr·esiden t, Rueben Kusler; treasurer, 
Irvin Schaffer; secretary , Mrs. Clar­
ence H. Hoff: pianist, Mrs. Delene 
Brockel; and choir director, Rev. A . E . 
Reeh. May W·e as a group of choir 
members continue to honor a nd praise 
our Lord with the singing of holy 
hymns, praising his name. 

Mrs . Clar·ence H. Hoff, Secretary 

w ith our m ission fie lds through the use 
of the filmst rips ava ilable to us from 
headqua rter s. We pray the Lord may 
lead us into greater fie lds of service 
for him and bring honor to his n ame. 

Mrs. J ake Walker, Secretary 
Mother's D ay Program by 
Missionary Circle, Sidney, Mon t. 

The women of the Baptist Mission­
ary Circl·e, Sidney, Mon t., presented a 
Mother 's Day progr am at t he church 
on Sunday evening, May 11. Mrs. 
Frank K lempel led in p rayer. Scr ipture 
reading from I T imothy was b y Mrs. 
Elsworth Candee. Several testimonies 
as an added f.eature were brough t by 
Richard Pribnow, Richard K1empel, 
H elen Ehman and Fra nk K lempel. 

The following readings w er e given 
by members of the Mission ar y Circle: 
"Mother's Love" by L ydia P ribnow ; 
"How Mother 's Day Was Originated" 
by Mrs. J . C. Moor e, S r .; "A Tribute 
to God- fearing Mothers" by H elen 
Sm'th and Mar y Auch ; a vocal solo 
by Elia Pena ; a drama, "Rock ing Alone 
in an Old Rockin g Chair," w ith Mrs. 
F rances Rardin p or traying the par t of 
the mother , wh ile Winona Cooper r ead 
a song. The sermon based on I Tim ­
othy was given by Rev. J acob Ehman , 
cu r pastor. 

The usher s were Mrs. Ra lph T yler 

T he Volun t ee r Ch oir of th e Fi rst Baptis t Ch urch, Eurek a, So uth Da kota, wit h Rev. A. E. 
Reeh , choir di rector and pastor of th e church (fron t row , cen te r ) 

Wom en 's P rograms, South 
Canyon Church, Rapid City, S. D . 

The L adies' Missionary Circle of the 
South Canyon Baptist Church, Rapid 
City, S. Dak., has been happily busy 
in several activities . We have twice 
!'ent u~·ed clothing to our friends on the 
Spanish- Amer ican fie ld amounting to 
180 pounds . The women p acking t he 
boxes !!athered in the a fternoons and 
along with good fe llowship s pent time 
in devotional study. 

In honor of Molher's Day we gath­
ered on Tuesd <i y ·evening, May 6, at 
the church . Our program included spe­
f'ia l music by two of the daughters, 
Be1ty Brorkle and J acq ue line Kwyzla ; 
a fi lm, "The Lost Sheep," and a pan­
fomimcrl ~kit, "The Legacy of Moth­
erhood." Tweniy- nine mothers and 
davc;hters gathered around a ver y love­
Jv der<))'a1cd table and enjoyed a de li­
c:i<'u~ J1mch an d a fine hour of visiting. 

W(' p': . .i1 •0 becom e better acqua inted 
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and Mrs . Gus Strobel. The Program 
Committee consisted of Carolyn Wolff, 
Mary Pena and Mrs. Frank Klempel. 

Mrs. J. C. Moore, S r ., Reporter 

Central Conference 

Illuminated Tower of New 
Church, Ben ton Harbor , M ich. 

Members of the Clay Street Baptist 
Church of Benton Harbor , Michigan, 
w~re thrilled on Sunday evening, May 
4th , when at a specia l ser vice a t the 
new Napier P arkview Baptist Church 
on Ch"ppewa and Napier Avenue in 
Fair Plain , the superb illumination on 
the inside and ou t of the church 's im­
posing 85- foot tower with its three 
art. stained glass windows was shown 
in a ll its splendor. This marked the 
fi r st a nniversa ry of the ground- break­
ing cPremon'es for our new church held 
on May 5, 1957. 

Rev William H oover, our pastor , r e­
marked that phenom~n;;il progress has 
be."n made in t he bmldm g progrJ m of 
th; new church, and that aJrea Y w e 
ar e fou r months ahead of schedule . . It 
is expected t hat t he ne'':' ch ur ch will 
be r eady for occupancy 111 J une ~ 958· 
Th 1 Cherne an d workmanship of e co or s · b W al 
the windows is a m aster piece Y -
ter P lymn local a r tglass man. 

' Mrs. Dan B it tner, Repor ter 

Women's and CBY Programs 
at Gladwin, Michigan 

On Wednesday even ing, May .. ~ 4,. the 
d L k Bap tist women's M1ss1on-

Roun a e · ·· · h held 't ar y Soc:ety of Gladwm, Mic ., . I s 
I gram Mr s Art Sch m dler annua pro · · th · 

extended a hearty welcome t~ e vis-
itors and friends. An organ-piano d uet 
was played by Mrs. P a lmer a i:d Mrs. 
H . Friesen . A poem was recited by 
Mrs. John S teinkraus, follow ed by a 
group song. Var ious officer s gave . r e­
por ts as to the activities of the society 
in the past year. The new officers were 
installed by the pastor , Rev. E. L autt. 
"Lord Send Me T here" was sung by 
t he ti;io : Deloris Ford, Eleanor Wolfe, 
and Lor a L au t t. . 

Scr ipture was read by our ne w presi­
den t, Mrs. Alvin K leiss. Our hear ts 
were t ruly blessed with the mess?g~ by 
Miss Bonnie Morgan, Church M1ss10n ­
ar y from the Colonial Village Baptist 
Church, L ansing, Mich. Refreshments 
wer·e served in the church par lor s and 
the offering was for missions. 

The following even ing the C. B. Y. 
ent.ertained their mothers at a sh or t 
program with special m usical n umbers 
and shor t talks on t r ibutes to mother . 
The undersigned gave a message on the 
"Unfeigned Faith of Mother Eunice." 

Mrs. Er nest L autt, Reporter 

Pacific Conference 

Baptismal Service and Activities, 
First Church, Lodi, California 

During the month of March we of 
f he Fi rst Baptist Church, Lodi, Cali f. , 
bad the distinct privilege of having 
Rev. Henry Pfeifer of S ioux F alls, S . 
Dak., as our evangelist for ten days of 
meet' ngs. Sixteen per sons accepted 
Christ for the first time, and numerous 
others r ededicated their lives to Christ. 
During the month of April our ch u rch, 
toge the r with eight evangelical 
churches of our city, cooperated in a 
city- wide evangelistic campaign w ith 
Dr. Torrey J ohnson and his musical 
direct-0 r, Her b Hoover. On Pal::n Su n ­
ray evening a tota l of 21 persons were 
baptized. On Sunday morning, Ap r il 
nth, we had the joy of seeing our p as­
tor, Rev. G. G. Rauser, extend the 
hand of fellowship to 32 persons. 

On Easter Sunday even ing, ou r 
rho ir, under the direction of Mr s. 
Wanda L ippert, presented the Easte r 
rantata "Victorious K ing ." We 1hank 
G~rl for our :voung people who ar e 
faith ful in their CBY ser vic-es, in at­
!endini< the mid-week p rayer meet­
ings, singing in the choir and are ac­
f ivc in the You th Crus~ders in our 
city. Our Jun ior and Primary L eagues 
arf-! growing through the consecrated 
rffn rts of the leaders. One Sunday 
-each mon1h. a ll t hree g roups gath er 
t~izether for a missionar y fi lm fur­
nishect by our headquarters. 

Mrs. Leonard Fischer, Reporter 

BAPTIST HERAL!l 

Newly Organized Portland 
Avenue Church, Tacom a, Wash. 

The P or tland Avenue Baptist Chap­
el East 40th and P ortland Avenue, Ta­
c~ma, Wash. , held an organizational 
meeting on S unday, May 4th , to be­
come an independent church. 

The Portland Avenue Baptist Chapel 
was a mission of Calvary Baptist 
Ch urch of Tacoma. This m ission was 
established Febr uary 13, 1944 and was 
known at that t im e as the "Salishan 
Bapt.ist Chapel." The church is located 
adjacen t to a low- income housing proj ­
ect and for many years was p rimar ily 
a Sunday School wor k . Cur rently the 
average Sunday School attendance is 
169. 

T he new name of the church will 
be "Portland Avenue Baptist Church." 
Temporary officer s were elected and 
regu lar ch u rch officers and the charter 
w ill be comple ted within the next few 
weeks. T he ch u rch received r ecogni­
t ion and the r igh t hand of fellowship 
by the P aci fic Nor thwest Association 
on T uesday, June 10th. R ev. Henry 
s m uland, R enton, Washington, is the 
pastor of the new chu rch. 

Dor is L . Wagner, Clerk 

Reception for Associate Pastor , 
Eben ezer Church , Vancouver 

T he fi rst Sunday of May w as a joy­
ous occasion for the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church of Vancouver, B . C. We were 
happy t o w elcom e Rev. Philip Daum 
t o our church as pastor of member ­
sh ip and the associate of Dr. A. S. F el­
berg, our m inister. Mr. Daum is well 
k nown t.o most of our members and 
h as long m ade a place for himself in 
the hearts of the people . 

At the 11 :00 o'clock worship service 
Rev. Phil. Dau m brought his fi rst mes­
sage when he p ledged himself to the 
work of the chu rch. T he even ing re ­
ception service, with 450 persons in 
attendance, began with an inspir ing 
or chestral open ing and was fur ther 
beau tified by select.ions from the m ix ­
ed choir. The representatives of our 
church societies extended their wel­
come to Mr. Daum and the neighbor­
ing ch ur c h es brought greetings 
through their pastors . Dr. F elberg ex­
tended h is welcome with a text from 1 
Cor . 3:9. After a fitting response by 
Rev. Phil. Daum, we gathered for an 
hour of fellows hip in the lower audi­
torium where the members were af­
forded t he op por tun ity of welcoming 
him . 

Mrs. Eugen Lueck, Reporter 

Th e P ort land Aven ue Baptist Ch u r ch, Tacoma, Wash., wh ich was organ ized on May 4, rnss 
and r ecognized as a Nor th American Baptist church on June 10, 1958 b y the Pacific Nortn­

west Association. Rev. Henry Smuland is the pastor of th e ch u r ch. 

Birthday Surprise and Church 
F loat, Elk Grove, California 

About 100 persons of t he First Bap­
tist Church, Elk Grove, Clif., attended 
the bir thday surprise for Rev. W. W . 
Knauf held at the Wednesday night 
prayer meeting, May 14. The mod­
erator, F rank Veninga, offered a few 
words of congratulations, and the first 
deacon, John Wagemann, ex pressed 
himself in behalf of the church a nd 
presen ted Brother Knauf with a birth­
day card and gift in money from the 
church. Everyone then joined for the 
time of fellowship in the church base­
ment. The Baptist Yout h Club enter­
tained the people, while they were 
served ice cream and cake, coffee or 
punch, with the singing of some cho­
ruses and a group played a special 
number with their instruments. T he 
cakes had been made by women of t he 
church. The serving committee was: 
Mrs. F rieda Penner, chairman; Mrs. 
Ed Neher, Mrs. Frank Veninga and 
Mrs. J ohn Wagemann. 

On May 3 the First Baptist Church 
of Elk Grove entered a floa t in the 
Elk Grove Western P a rade. It was 
made by members of the church, and 
it took th-e second p lace r ibbon in the 
highest division. The words on t he 
float were "A Nation Under God." On 
the Bib le were the words, "Blessed I s 
the Nat ion Whose God I s the L ord." 
People on the floa t represented a 
Christian family . As shown in the pic­
ture, they a re: left to r ight, John 
Wagemann, K athy Adam, Barbara 
Adam, Mrs . John Wagemann, Norman 
Wagemann. and Jimmy F andrich. 

Mrs. Leonard Fandrich , Repor ter 

A tlantic Conference 

Inspiring Sessions of the Atlantic 
Conferen ce, P hila delphia 

T he Fleischmann Memorial Church 
in Philadelphia, Pa., was host to the 
6lst Atlan tic Conference from Apr il 
24 to 27. The Conference them e, "Dis­
ciplined Discipleship," was not only a 
most timely one but also on e which 
ap plies to everyone who w ishes to be 
a follower of Christ . 

Our speakers on the theme left in­
delibly imprinted on our minds some 
thought provoking words. A disciple, 
as he learns from Christ, is gr adually 
transformed into his like ness. H is walk, 
his actions, att;tudes and desires are 
centered in Christ. His home life and 
his church life are governed b y the 
d iscipline of Chr ist. Then a disciple's 
vision reaches from the godless peo­
ple abou t him, even to the heathen in 
Afr'ca and J apan. 

Our guest speakers, Dr. P . Gebauer 
:md Rev. J . C. G u nst, were a blessing 
to us also. Special features of the con­
ference were varied. The panel discus­
~ion on "Discipline in the Church" 
brought questions from many visitors 
and proved most interesting. The wom­
en of the conference were delighted to 
hear from Dr. Gebauer about the wom­
en's role in changing Africa. The C .B. 
Y.F. Banquet was a h!ghlight as was 
1he Conference C.B.Y.F. rally, and dis­
cussion on the Sunday School program 
and task of the Christian E ducation 
Committee. 

Mrs. E . A. H offmann, Reporter 

T h e beau tiful r eligiou s float en ter ed by th e F irst Baptist Chu rch , Elk Grove. Calif. , in the Elk Grove \ye~tcrn Pa!adc, won "Second Place" 
in the high est divis ion. The p eople a t the righ t from the church r epresen ted a Ch r 1st1a11 family 
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Publication Board Session 
Report of the Annual Session of the Board! of Trustees of the 

Publication Society by Rev. Paul F. Zoschke, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES of the 
Publication Society met for its an­

nua l session in the Manager's Office of 
the R oger Williams Press in Cleve­
la nd, Ohio, on Friday, May 2nd. 

In the cordial atmosphere of Chris ­
tian fellowship and unity, we were 
conscious of the presence of God's 
Spirit. We cherish very h ighly this 
unanimity in Christ at a ll our meet­
ings. 

While r eports of business managers 
and editor s and committees can be 
quite routine at times, yet to u s they 
are always indicative of fervency of 
spirit a nd willingness to serve on t he 
part of those concerned. 

OUR PUBLICATIONS 
Thus the r epor t of the acting busi­

n ess manager, Rev. W. J. Luebeck , 
spoke well of the oneness that prevails 
in the publication house, and the de­
termination to get all the publications 
out on schedule . His report a s Editor 
of German Publica tions was gratify­
ing in that it evidenced a much needed 
service to our older constituency as 
well as to the newer immigra nts. Al­
t houg h each year a number of the old­
e r readers of "Der S endbote" are call ­
ed to t he eternal home, and another 
_gr oup may subscribe to the "Baptist 
Herald" as they lea rn the Englis h lan­
guage, yet other immigrants have 
come to love "Der Sendbote" as is evi­
denced in the increase of about 100 in 
the s ubscript!on list, which now totals 
about 4100. "De r Wegweiser," an 
evan gel istic publication in German, 
a lso enjoys a good ministry to about 
4000 r eader s . 

Dr. Martin L . L e u schner, Editor of 
Eng lish Publications, states the pur­
pose of his ministry through t h e 
printed page as follows in hi s report: 
"We e ndeavor to inform our con stitu­
ency a bout 'the affairs' of our churches 
and leaders, to review the glory of 

God's work of grace on our mission 
fields, to challenge our people with the 
great tas ks which God has entrusted 
to us as a denominati~n, and to pre­
sent the glorious riches of the G ospel 
through interpretive messages." The 
"Baptist Herald" with its sever al de­
p a rtments keeps us abreas t of the 
"March of Events" that have a r eli­
gious bearing, and the "Baptist Briefs" 
highlight for u s t he Baptist witness 
throu g hou t the world. Our own de­
nominational m ission fields are well 
portrayed by word a nd picture. 
"What's Happenin g" a nd "Our De­
nomination in Action" inform u s on 
the developments on the domestic 
scene. The work of church schools, 
m e n's, women's, and young people's 
groups meets u s enthu siastically in 
every issue. 

SEVERAL NEW BOOKS 
In addition to editing the "Baptist 

H erald," Dr. Leuschner supervises the 
publis hing of leaflets on denomina­
t'onal enterprises. Also several special 
books unde r his s upervision will soon 
app ear such as: " I n God's Hand" on 
Baptis t dis t inctives, written by the late 
0. E. K rueger; "A Look at The Bap­
tists" by John Wobig; a book o n stew­
ardship especially adapted to our 
churches a nd our tasks, "My Account 
With God," by Frank Veninga. Two 
othe r books are in the planning stage. 

The Eve ry Family Subscription 
Plan, which will replace the former 
Club Plan in 1959, is receiving good 
acceptance. It is reported that about 
seventy percent of our churches have 
put one of our periodicals in every 
family of the ir membership by this 
plan. This s p e aks well for it, and 
through it we can envision a better in­
formed denominationa l membership. 

Our North America n H ymn al is also 
enthusiastically r eceived. The first 

(Continued on Page 24) 

APRIL CONTRIBUTIONS - NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 

CONTRIBUTION S FOR ALL PURPOSES 
Conferenc es April, 1958 

Atlantic ................................. ........ ..... ......... ....... $ 2,879.64 
Central .......................................... ....... ........ ..... 4,770.20 
Dakota ............ .. ...................... .............. . .. ..... .... 18,692.39 
Eastern .............................. ............... ............... .. 10,151 .26 
Nor thern .... ............... .................... .......... ...... ... 9,088.32 
Northwestern ........... .. ....... .................... ..... ... .. 12,1 73.53 
Pacific .................. ....... ......... ........ .... ............... ... 15,917.50 
Southern .............................. .............................. 792.47 
Southwestern ................. ......... ............ ............ 6,117.21 
Inter-Conference .. .. . .. _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153 .55 

Total Contributions ......................... ..... $80, 736.06 

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED co:i~1i~~~on~ 
For the month of April, 1958 $74,771. 15 
For the month of April, 1957 . 58,058.43 
F or the month of April, 1956 60,1 61.61 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
SAME AS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 
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April, 1957 
$ 5,264.78 

1,859.58 
15,560.36 

7,359.37 
4,311.64 

10,005.42 
10,004.80 

645.66 
7,645.35 

$62,656.96 

Other 
PumnseR 
$ 5,964.91 

4,598.53 
5,044.39 

April,195'6 
s 2,520.65 

3,681.66 
15,142.96 

9 ,048.30 
7,783.89 
7,146.64 
9,921.23 
3,836.34 
6,124.33 

$65,206.00 

Total 
Contrlh11tlon• 

$80,736.06 
62,656.96 
65,206.00 

(Obituaries are lo be limited to about 150 
words. A charge of five cents a line is made 

for all obituaries.) 

MRS. LYDIA THOMS 
of Vancouver, B ritish Columbia 

Mrs. Lydia Thoms of Vancouver, B. C., 
was born on July 19. 1898 in Poland. At 
an e::irly age she, together with her family, 
emigr::ited to C::in::id::i and lived at Nokomis, 
Sask., until her 16th year. For several years 
s he lived a t Lincoln, Neb., and then for 
many ye::irs in Winnipeg, Man., until coming 
to Vancouver in 1945 where she Jived until 
her homegoing on May 12th. She entered 
holy ma trimony with Mr. August Thoms on 
Dec. 13, 1919. Her husband preceded her in 
death on Feb. 13, 1955. Three children were 
born to them: Miss Viola Thoms, Mrs. 
Beatrice Elderton and Mr. Lorrin Thoms. 

She accepted the Lord as her personal 
Savior, was baptized and received into the 
Nokomis Baptist Chur ch. Later she was a 
member of the McDennot Avenue Church 
of Winnipeg, Man., and for the last eight 
years of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Van­
couver, B. C. Sister Thoms was a very 
faithful member, active in women's or­
ganizations, in prayer meeting. Wherever 
she could , she gave sacrificially and wit­
nessed ·loyally for the Lord. Over her early 
departure mourn her three children, two 
grandsons, two sisters. three brothers, many 
rela tives and her beloved church. 

Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, British Columbia 

A. S. FELBERG. Pastor 

MRS. DAVID LOEWER. 
of Branch, Louisiana 

Mrs. David Loewer, nee Virnau, of 
Branch, L a., was born Oct. 21, 1874 in 
Herlcshausen .. Germany. In her youth she 
accepted Christ, followed him in baptism 
and became a member of the Herleshausen 
Baptist . Church. On M::iy 13. 1897 she was 
united m marriage to Mr. David Loewer. 
The Lord blessed this union with seven 
children. On June 27 1940 her husban d 

.prcczded her in death. There remain to 
mourn her 5 living ch.ildren : Fred: Elisa­
beth, Mrs. Ernest Loewer; Karl; Otto: Nellie. 
Mrs. John Lengefeld; 18 grandchildren and 
9 great-grandchildren. 

In 1904 th~ family emigrated to America 
and settled m the Mowata community. She 
\~as a charter member of the Mowata Bap­
tist Church which she supported all her Jiie, 
and set an example of loyalty in attendance. 
Very often she expressed her desire with 
the Psalmist : "As for me I will behold 
thy !ace in righteousness: i s hall be satis­
fied when I awake, with t hy likeness" 
(Ps. 17:15). On May 10. 1958 the Lord granted 
her desire to see her blessed Redeemer. 
Funeral services were held on May 11. Hev. 
T. Cormier a ssisted the ioc::il pastor in the 
•ervices. 

Mowala Baptist Church 
Branch, Louisl::ina ' 

A . SOOTZMANN, Pastor 

MR. JAKOB REC K 
of Jlflnncapolls, Minnesota 

Mr. Jakob Reck of Minneapolis, Minn .. 
was born m Was ilowka, Russia, August 27, 
1895 and died in Minneapol is Minn May 
11, 1958 at the age of 62 years, 8 months 
and 15 . days. He emigrated to the United 
States m 1923. Since that time he Jived in 
Minneapolis. He was employed until three 
years ago .when he suffered a severe h eart 
aUack which compelled him to live in re­
ti rement. Mr. Reck was married to Anna 
Fregin 01~ June 29. 1920 and the Lord 
bJ-ssed this happy union with two children. 

In. 1908 he accepted Christ as his personal 
Savior. w~s baptized and joined the Kullin­
gen. Baptist Ch~rch in Germany. On his 
a rrival m America. he joined Faith Baptist 
Church .or Minneapolis of which he was a 
very faithful member until his death. He 
was an active Participant in the work of 
~~~ ;}'~'ri-\~e.and a diligent worker in or 

He will be missed particu la rly by his 
wife Anna, who stood by h im in much pain 
and suffering until 11is homegoing. His 
daughter , Mrs. Robert (Elfriede) Biesanz 
of Mason City. Iowa; his son, Werner, of 
Minneapolis; 2 sisters; 2 granddaughters ::ind 
2 grandsons a lso s urvive. 

Faith Baptist Church 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

A. HUBER, P astor 

0APTIST I!ERALO 

T 
l\1RS. MAGDALENA KECK 

of Startup, Washington 
Mrs. Magdalena Keck, nee Neu!Ter, of 

Startup, Wash., was born in SouU1ern Rus­
sia, Jan. 27 , 1891, and passed away a.Cler a 
brief illness at the age of 67 years, 3 monU1s 
and 3 days, on April 30, 1958. At the age 
of 20 she came to the United States to join 
her two brothers in Turtle Lake, N. Dak. On 
Jan. 27, 1912 she was l!nited in marriage 
to John Keck. The family then moved to 
Startup in 1919, and beginning with 1926 
they operated a dairy farm between Sultan 
and Startup. She was converted and bap­
tized and became a member of the Bap­
tist 'church, of which she remained a faith ­
ful member to the time of her death. 

She ·leaves to mourn her husband, John 
Ke'cl\:· and her nine children. Emil of 
Moscow, Idaho; Bert of Sheridan , Ore.; 
Art of Monroe, Wash.; John of Florence, 
Ore.; Ellis of Norfolk, Va.; Bertha Neisinger 
of Everett, Wash.; Hertha Heater of Eureka, 
Calif.· Pauline Langner of Monroe, Wa~h.; 
and Doris Keck at home. The church pemg 
without a permanent pastor, the undersigned 
spoke words of comfort at the fW1eral 
service. 

Startup, Washington 
R. G . KAISER, Officiating Minister 

MRS. AUGUSTA BUSS 
ot Vancouver, British Coiwnbia 

Mrs. Augusta Buss, nee Kuppe, of Van­
couver, B. c .. was born in Poland on Aug~st 
15 1886 and at the age of 17 left her native 
land, arriving in Canada in Jan. 1904. On 
May 18 of that same year she was married 
.to Emil Buss and in the co~rse of the. years 
this home was blessed with SLX children, 
three sons and three daughters. It w::is in 
Ashburn, Manitoba, where. s~e accepted 

. Christ a s her personal Savior_ 1~ .1924 and 
followed him in baptism m 192:>, JOJJ~ln~ i.hc 
Mennonite Brethren Church of W11:1111peg: 

·Man In September, 1944 she came with he1 
husband to Vancouver, B. C., and Joined 
the fellowship of the Bethany Baptist 
Church. I t Though she spent most of the a~ year 
a s 3 bed patient, at home and m the 
hospital yet she was con tent to the day 
when sl1e was beckoned home by he r Savij 
ior on April 20th at the age of 71 year1; 
months and 5 days. She leaves .to mourn e: 
departure a devoted and lo."mg husban~~ 
two sons: Daniel a nd Arthur, three doug 1 
ters· Olga Harmel Edna Teske. and. Elma 
Weber ah of Vancouver; 14 grandchildren, 
two g'r eat - grandchildren and numerous 
friends. 

Bethany Baptist Church, . 
Vancouver, British Col~'.1'~~SZER. Pasl?r 

i\IRS. MARY ROTH 
of Erie, Pennsylvania . 

Mrs. Mary Roth of Erie, Pa. , was bon~ m 
Erie on Sept. 12, 1874, and wa:; rclease:a;~~:1 
her weary body May 5, 19o8. An d in 
lifelong prayer of hers was answere I 
that she requested liie of her Lord ~ Y 
long enough to care for her Jrnsband. n ­
known to friends, she had suffered from ~n 
in curable disease for several years, but s c 
never complained. f Central 

She was a lifelong member o ~n 
Baptis t Church and in earher _l ife ha~ b~hc 
active in several organizations 0 . d 
church . With her husband she w~s conce111~0 for the promotion of the Lords wor~ .. 
hospital staff and patients she was a h vmg 
testimony of Christ-likeness. b d on 

Preceded in death by her hus an 
March 20th. of this year. she is survived by 
two sisters - in-Jaw, Mrs. Rose Storz and M.:5i 
Gertrude Diehl both of Erie, and sev~ia 
nephews and nieces. "Precious in . the ~1g1h.~ of the Lord is the death of J11s sam s 
(Psalm 116:15). 

Central Baptist Church. 
Erie, Pennsylvania OH Pastor 

EUGENE K. STR , 

MR.. ALBERT F. ROTH 
or Erie, Pennsylvania 

. Mr. Albert F. Roth of Erie, Pa., was born 
in Germany, Dec. 25. 1870, and passed awaY 
IVIarch 20, 1958 at Erie alter a period of long 
Suffering and failing health. He died a 
few days before he and his wife were t_o 
have celebrated their 60th wedding anm­
versary. Mr. Roth was employed by a . loca,! 
orga n firm. He was considered a "Vo17~r. 
a Position r are in the mus ic field, requ1nng 
Perfect ear pitch. 

lie had the work of the Lord at heart. 
!)Pportunlty for prayer and Scripture read­
ing with the pastor and church members 
b
1 
~·ought him great joy. He was honored bY 

D
lls church with the oflice o[ Honorary 
ea con. 

June 26, 1958 

Mr. Roth left to mourn his passing his 
devoted wife, Mrs. Mary Roth, and a sis­
ter. Mrs. Rose Storz, fo rmer matron :it 
our Seminary in Rochester, N. L., now re­
siding in Erie. With the Apostle Paul the 
thinking of Brother Roth was: "For to 
me to Jive is Christ, and to die is gain." 
Central B:iptist Church , 

Erie, Pennsylvania 
EUGENE K. STROH, P astor 

i\IRS. EDITH L . SCHILLINGER 
of Eric, Pennsylvania 

Mrs. Edith L. Schillinger of Erie, Pa .. 
was born Oct. 7, 1872 in Erie, and resided 
there all her life. After a lengthy period of 
confinement to hospital and home, she was 
called Home by her Savior on April 7, 
1958. She was preceded in death by her hus­
band. Fred G. Schillinger, on March 21, 1957. 

Mrs. Schillinger joined the Central Baptist 
Church early in her l ife. In her ear·lier 
years s he was active in the Missionary So­
ciety and church choir. With her husband 
she took great interest in the work of .. The 
Gideons ." Though unable to attend in re­
cent years. she was still interested in her 
church a nd the Lord's work. 

Left to mourn her passing are: Miss 
Florence Schillinger. Central Church's or­
ganist; Mrs. A. N. f3o<?enbender , Kenmore, 
N. Y.; Mrs. John Dittrick, Elizabeth, N. J .; 
Mr. Alvin W. Schillinger, Sewickley, Pa.; 5 
grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. 
The unders igned based words of comfort 
on verses from P salm 39. " And now, Lord, 
what wait I for? My hope is in thee." 

Central Baptist Church, 
Erie, Pennsylvania 

EUGENE K. STROH, Pastor 

i\IR.. HARRY DcBOER 
of George, Iowa 

Mr. Harry DeBoer of George, Iowa, was 
born June 19. 1882 in S imonwolde, Germany. 
He died May 14th in the Sioux Valley Hos­
pital, Sioux Falls, S. Dale He had reache d 
the age of 75 years, 10 months and 25 days. 
As a child. he emigrated with his parents 
to the United States and settled at Grundy 
Center, Iowa, and !rom there they moved 
to Lyon County, Iowa. 

On Feb. 24. 1904 he was joined in holy 
marri:ige to l\1rs. Hilka DeBoer (nee Helen 
Kruger) and moved to Mountain Lake, 
Minn., !or some time. In 1909 the DeBoer 
family settled on a !ann near Little Rock, 
Iowa. In 1945 they retired from fanning 
and moved near the First Baptist Church, 
George, Iowa. He con!essed his faith in 
Christ. was baptized and became a mem­
ber of the First Baptist Church. He served 
the church as deacon from 19n until the 
Lord called him Home. 

He leaves to mourn his departure 5 chil­
dren: John and Jacob of George, Iowa; 
Peter and Grace (Mrs. Reimer Henrichs) 
of Little Rock. Iowa; and Helen at home; 
and 3 stepchildren: Jennie (Mrs. J ohn G. 
Krueger): Jess ie (Mrs. Cornelius Freese); 
nnd Alma (Mrs. Alma Mudder). 

First Baptist Church, 
George , Iowa 

JOHN REIIVIER, Pastor 

' l\1RS. BERTHA MARKWART 
of Salt Creek, Oregon 

Mrs. Bertha Johanna Markwart, nee May, 
of Salt Cr eel<, Ore., w:is born s.ept. 13, 1884 , 
in Auerbach. Germany, and died Mny 12. 
1958. in Salt Creek . Oregon. having reached 
the age of 73 years. 7 months and 29 days. 
She came to the United States with. her 
pnrPnts when she was three years old and 
settled in Nebrask~. The family came to 
Sheridan. Oregon. 111 1895 and three years 
later settled at Salt Creek. On Jan. 20. 1898, 
s·he was baptized by Rev. Gustav Schunke 
and became a member of the Salt Creek 
Baptist Church. Later she made her home 
· Salem. Oregon. _ 111 On April 2, 1921. she was married to .AJ­
bert Markwart .of Bowdon. N. Dak .. where 
he resided until the dea th of her husband, 

}an 30 1947. Thereafter she. returned to 
Oregon 'and made her home

1
• 111 Salt. Creek 

here she again became af!L1ated with the s It creek Baptist Ch.urch. Mrs .. Mark wart 
· a survived by three .sisters: Lydia of Port­
Js d Lena and Minnie or Salt Creek; three 
;~tiers: · Herman and Otto of Salt Creek, 
:1~1 ~rthur of Dai-la.s: three stepdaughters; 

rwo stepsons: five. meces ~md five nephews. 
Salt c reel< Baptist Chu1 ch, 

Dallas. Oregon ROBERT F . PENNER Pastor 

l\1R. GEORGE OORLOG 
of Avon, south Dakota 

u .. George OorJog of Avon, S. Oak., ~vas 
1•u.· 1 12 1880 at Bunde. Ost Fnes­

born Old\ Jt1~Jved' in this country in 1892. He 
Janel an a 

was united in holy matrimony to AivirtA 
Radach on Dec. 13, 1906 a t Avon, S . Oak. He 
received the Lord as Savior and was bap­
tized by Rev. George Lohr on May 4, 1907 
and was a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Avon for a short time. He and 
his wile joined the Danzig Baptist Church 
where he proved to be an active member. 
He served as Sunday School superintendent, 
teacher, and treasurer, church j anitor, mem­
ber of the cemetery committee, and en­
joyed participating in singing in vocal 
groups. 

On January 12. 1956 he entered the South 
Dakota State Hospital of Yankton, S . Dak .. 
where he remained until his dea th on May 
9, 1958. Surviving are his wife Alvina; six 
children: Mrs. Bill Dall , Mr. Albert Oorlog, 
Mrs. Ewald Pudwill, Mrs. Elmer Pritzkau, 
Mrs. Clifford Dyvig, and Mr. Henry Oorlog; 
3 brothers: and 5 sisters. 

Da nzig Baptist Chur ch , 
Avon, South Dakota 

RUBIN HERRMANN, Pastor 

MRS. MARY l\IADIUK 
of Leduc, Alberta 

Mrs. Mary Madiuk of Leduc, Alberta, went 
peacefully to her eternal reward on Sunday, 
April 27, with all her children present. She 
was born on January 6, 1905 to Andrew and 
Polly Workun in this area. Having expressed 
her faith. in Christ as Savior at the age of 
18, she was baptized in t he Strathcona Bap­
tis t Church of Edmonton. On May 8, 1927 she 
w::is united in marriage with Max Madiuk. 
Five children were born to this union , one 
of whom ereceded the mother in death. 

On April 10, 1955 the hand of fellowship 
was extended to her by the Tem1>le Baptist 
Church of Leduc where she worked faith­
fully until death. Having reached the age 
of 53 years, 3 months and 21 days, she 
leaves to mourn her passing her husband 
Max: two daughters: Mrs. Wayland Cleve­
land. Mrs. Robert Martin; two sons, Gordon 
and Bernie ; 6 grandchildren, and her mother 
Polly Workun. 

Temple Baptist Church, 
L educ, Alberta 

ERVIN J. FAUL, Officiating Minister 

MRS. ROSALIE WEBER 
or Linton, North Dakota. 

Mrs. Rosalie Weber. nee Wagner. of Lin­
ton, N. Dak., was born in South Russia, 
March 20, 1898, and died on May 2, 1958. 
As a girl of 11, she came with her parents 
to U1e United States . locating near Her­
reid, S . Dak., and la ter she came to the 
area of Linton, where she grew into young 
womanhood, and was married in 1918 to 
Louie Weber. To this union ten children 
were born, one dying in infancy. Nine 
children, five daughters and four sons , her 
husband, and 23 grandchildren survive her, 
also one sister and one brother. 

She was baptized by Rev. Albert Itter­
mann in 1923 and joined the local Baptist 
Church. Funeral services were held in Lin­
ton with Rev. A. J. Fischer officiating at an 
unusually large service. showiJ1g the com­
munity's respect and esteem for the de­
parted one. May the Lord comfort those who 
greatly sorrow! 

First Baptist Church. 
Linton, North Dakota 

A. J. FISCHER. Pastor 

l\IR. OTTO H. KRIEGER 
of Forest Park, DJinois 

Mr. Otto H. Krieger of Forest Park. Ill., 
was born in Germany July 27, 1893. He came 
to the Forest Park a rea with his parents in 
1903 where he spent the entire span of his 
life . He accepted Christ in fa ith as a young 
lad. w::is baptized and received into the fel­
lowship of the F orest Park Baptist Church. 
He was united in marriage with Minnie 
Fliege in 1915. Mr. Krieger was a loving, 
kind and considerate husband and fatl1er. 
He was highly respected by his neighbors 
and friends. H is Christian witness was made 
evident in a quiet, radiant way. 

He was called to his etenrnl reward verv 
suddenly and uncxpectediv on Tuesda

0

y 
morning, May 6. on his way to work. He 
leaves to mourn his departure his loving 
wife : ono son. Robert: t wo daughters, Mrs. 
Clarence Eberts, Mrs . Ralph Kolzow; 7 
1:n-andch1idre11. and one brother. Richard 
Bartsch. The fune ral was held on Thursday 
May 8. The beautiful flowers and the many 
friends who. came to pay their respects ancl 
e~;prcss then· s;ympathy to his family were 
but a small tribu te of the high regard in 
which ou1· friend and fellow-Christian was 
held . 

F orest Park Baptist Church 
F orest Park, Illinois ' 

RUBIN KERN, P:istor 
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Missionary Fires and Fervor 
Report of the Annual Sessions of the General Missionary Committee 

by Dr. M. L. Leuschner 

T HE FIRES of missionary fer vor 
burned brightly a t the a nnual ses­

sions of the General Missionary Com­
mittee h eld from April 29 to May 1 at 
Forest Park, Illinois. Six new mission­
aries were appointed for the Camer­
oons, Africa, bringing the total num­
ber of missionaries serving on all our 
fields to 77. A goal of 100 missionaries 
under appointment by 1964, the Jubi­
lee Year of the Baptis t Jubilee Ad­
vance Program, was set. 

THE MISSIONARY BUDGET 
A missiona ry budget of $295,175 was 

a pproved by the General Council with 
Special "Over and Above the Budget" 
requests a lso a pproved a mounting to 
$27,000. These ar e tremendous fina n­
cial needs facing us in our mission ary 
outreach for Chris t. 

supervises the program of "God's Vol­
unteers." A glowing report could be 
given concerning the second year of 
this ministry under the direction of 
Re v. Elmer C. S trauss. It is "catching 
fire" as t he team shows our church 
people the importance of visitation 
evangelism and as these y oung people 
are themsel ves greatly blessed. "rt 
will be continued for another y ear 
with a specia l "Over and Above the 
Budget" a ppropria tion of $7,500. But 
"Prayer Partners" for " God's Volun­
teers" who will pray and give $5.00 
per person are urgently needed. Have 
you don e your par t? 

The General Mission Committee ses­
sions lasted for three long, busy days! 
The Committee reviewed the entire 
missionary program of t he denomina-

Members nnd guests of the General Missionary Com mHtcc In attendance at t he annual 
sessions In For est Park, Ill. Rev. Walterj Sukut, missionary to Japan, Is at t he extrem e lef t ; 
Rev. R. Schilke, missionary secretary ls 3rd from left; Dr. Paul Gebauer, Cameroons mis-

sionary , Is 2nd from right. 

The burden of Church Ex tension 
was la id heavily on the h earts of the 
Mission Committee m embers. The 
words of Rev. R. Schilke , gene ra l mis­
s iona ry secretary , were a fer vent ex­
pression of the faith of the commit tee: 
" We must continue to cha llenge our 
people in our va rious churches to be 
intex·ested in this ex pansion of our 
work a t home." A total of 30 different 
Church Extension projects ha ve bene­
fi t ted in one way or another from this 
fund. The member ship of the 23 or ­
ganized churches h as grown from 646 
to 2,173 . Since J anuary 1, 1954 our 
people h ave given $261,944.22 to our 
Church Extension Fund. B ut a grea t 
deal more needs t.o be done! A goal of 
$50,000 has again been set for the fis­
cal year, 1958-1959, w hich will be u sed 
for the organizing of new Church Ex­
tension projects and t he support of 
those a lready begun . 

The General Missionary Committee 
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lion a nd was conozrned over the fact 
"that our m :ssiona ry giving has not 
incr eased ove r the past year in com­
parison to local expenditures as well 
as giving to many outside causes." The 
committee's task in supervising the 
mission funds received is "a work of 
faith, a la bor of love, a patience of 
hope in our Lord J esus Christ" (1 
Thess. 1:3). 

At present the re are 43 churches 
which r eceive m1ss10n suppor t, and 
two or three more a re expected to a p­
ply for assistance dur ing t he course of 
the fiscal year. But the total a mount 
requested is 14 Y, percent less than a 
ye a r ago. Our mission- supported 
churches a re catching t he v ision of 
more intensive stewardship before 
God as increasingly they help them­
selves. A study of evangelism in t he 
loca l churches covering t.he years 1955 
-1 957 was undertaken by the General 
Missionary Committee. The results of 

a survey questionnaire in 110 churches 
were reviewed. It was felt that a 
more effective program of evangelism 
should be under taken in addition to 
the faithful work don e by the two de­
nominational e vangelists, Rev. Daniel 
Fuchs and Rev. Herman Palfen ier. 

TEN NEW MISSIONARIES 
The new missionaries appointed for 

the Ca meroons field in Africa are Rev. 
and Mrs. Elmer C. Strau ss, Rev. and 
Mrs. Fred C. Folkerts, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard M. Stien. Another mis­
sionary may be appointed at Edmon­
ton , Alberta . Three additional mis­
sion ary w orke rs in Austria, whose 
services will begin on September 1, 
1958 were a lso a pproved. The mis­
sion~ry task and problems involved in 
the evangelis tic, educational and m~d­
ical work in t he Cameroons, Afnca, 
besides the administ.rative responsibil­
ities a nd greater outreach in J apan, 
and our future rela tionship to the 
mission work in Austria , were careful­
ly a nd praye rfully considered by the 
Committee. The past accomplishments 
and future outlook on the Indian and 
Spa nish-American fields were likewise 
r eviewed. 

The Special "Over and Above the 
Budget" requests of the General Mis­
siona ry Committee a mounting to $27,-
000 include the work of "God's Volun­
teers," $7,500 ; Ca meroons' m ission ary 
appointees, $11,500; a mission ca r for 
th e J apan Mission field at Ise, $2,000 ; 
Cameroons mission buildings, $2,000; 
the Centena ry Jubilee Observance at 
Victoria, Africa, comme morating the 
l OOth anniversary of Alfred Saker in 
founding Victoria, $3,000 ; and the 
Spanish - American mission, $1,000. 
These a re special need s that merit the 
a ttention of individuals or groups who 
wan t to do something " extra" beyond 
t heir r egular giving in their love to the 
Lord. 

PUBLICATION BOARD 
(Continued from P age 22) 

edition of 15,000 is virtua lly sold out: 
only a bout 1,700 copies remain. In an­
ticipation of continued sales and even 
going beyond the denomina tional bor­
ders to other churches, a second edi­
tion of 15,000 may soon be ordered. 

WE SERVE YOU! 
Reviewing the work of the P ubli­

ca tion Society as a w hole we feel a 
satisfaction in having h ad a part in 
the greater Kingdom work and in ser v­
ing our cons tituency. More might 
have been don e, but the P ublication 
Sod::!ty has tried to serve our p eople 
well w ith the r esources at their dis­
posal. May God bless his Word as it 
is being carried forward by the print­
ed page! 

BAPTIST HERALD 


