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• More than 400 members of the 
Church of the Brethren, joined by 
members from India, N iger ia , and 
E cuador, and friends in Germa ny, cele­
bra t ed the 250th anniversa ry of the 
chur ch with special ceremonies in 
K assel, Schwarzena u a nd Berleburg, 
Germa ny, from August 2-7. The 
church, which now has a bout 250,000 
member s in t he United Stat es, had its 
beginning in Schwarzenau in 1708. 
• Youth for Chris t I nternat ional w ill 
hold its 4th a nnua l Mid-Winter Con­
vention, Dec. 2-4, 1958, at the Sover ­
eign Hotel in Chicago, according to 
Dr. Ted W. Engstrom, pres ident of 
the organiza tion. T he main feature of 
the convent ion program will be the 
laun ching of t he organiza tion's 15th 
a nniversary "Miracle Year" program 
for 1959. Several hundred Yout h for 
Chris t wor kers from the United States 
a nd Canada will a ttend the convention. 
• A 30-year old P rotestan t missiona ry 
in P ar aguay was spear ed and killed 
by savage Morro Indians of the Chaco, 
Paraguay, whom he was trying to win 
to Christianity. The victim, Rev. K or­
nelius Isaak of F ernheim, served under 
the Board of F oreign Missions of the 
Mennonite Brethren Church of Nor th 
America. He and several feUow m.is­
siona ries were attempting to establish 
friendly contact wit h the Morros, who 
have terrorized other India ns a nd Men­
nonite colonists in the northwestern 
part of the country. 

- The Watchman-Examiner 

• F or the thirteenth consecutive year 
the National Association of Evangeli­
cals is providing worship material for 
the World Day of Prayer for churches 
desiring a service wit h a Bible-centered 
emphasis. The World Day of Prayer 
is scheduled for F ebruary 13, 1959. 
"Let Your L igh t So Shine . .. " is 
the title of t he booklet being offered. 
T he t heme emphasizes Christian wit­
nessing. T he title is taken from t he 
words of J esus as recorded in t he gos­
pel according to Matthew, chapter 5, 
verse 16. The material has been pre­
pared by Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, Dean 
of the Graduate School of Wheaton 
College, with a n introduction by Dr . 
Arm.in Gesswein, chairman of t he Spir­
itual Life Commission of the NAE and 
well-known for his revival-prayer con­
ferences. 

• A famous old London, England, 
church in the Strand- St. Clement 
Danes, whose bells ring out the n ursery 
rhyme "Oranges and Lemons"- is now 
restored to fresh beauty. It has been 
dedicated to the Royal Air F orce and 
many of the other flying forces in the 
world. The new organ is the gift of 
the U.S. Third Air Force and at the 
entrance to the church is a "book of 
remembrance" with the names of 
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16,000 U. S. a irmen who died in t he 
last war. The E nglish Speaking Union 
of Atlanta, Ga ., has given the "Atlanta 
stone"-a circle of pink Georg ia m ar­
ble at the t op of t he crypt stairway. 
Christopher Wren built St. Clement 
D anes in 1681, Gr inling Gibbons did 
the carvings a nd Samuel J ohnson wor­
shipped t here regularly. It is one of 
t he many Wren churches in London 
now restored a fter war damage. 

- Christia n Cen tury 

• Dr. Lord at Furman. Dr. F. Townley 
Lord, former president of the Bapt ist 
World Alliance, is on t he faculty of 
Furman Universi ty a t Greenville, S. C., 
this fa ll, after resigning his long pas­
tora te at Bloomsbury Baptist Church, 
London. A farewell service at Blooms­
bury, wit h Bri tish and other Baptists 
from t he continent participating, bid 
Dr. and Mrs. Lord farewell as they left 
for America. Dr. Lord was at one t ime 
edi tor of The B(JJ]Jtist T imes, London. 
• Baptist Cha plajng Named. Chaplain 
Fra nk A. Tobey has recently been 
nom.inated by P residen t E isenhower as 
chief of U. S. Army chaplains. Mr. 
Tobey, who is a n American Bapt ist, 
will succeed Chaplain P a t rick J. Ryan, 
a R oman Catholic, who will retire No­
vember 1 after 30 years of service. 
Chaplain Tobey, has been deputy chief 
of Army Cha plains since 1954. Chap­
la in Robert P. Taylor, a Southern Bap­
tist m.inister who survived t he World 
War II Bataan death march in the 
Philippines, was nam ed deputy chief of 
U. S. Air Force cha plains. 
• Danish Convention Merges. The 
Danish Baptist General Convention of 
America, organized in 1910 to unite 
Danish-speak ing churches wh ich have 
been established in t he m.idwest and 
along t he P a cific coast , has merged 
with t he American Baptist Convention. 
Leaders pointed out that it has been 
rare in recent years for services t o be 
conducted in Danish and that many 
of t he 83-member churches had al-

VICTORIA JUBILEE 
This issue commemorates the 

lOOth a nnive1·sa ry of t he found ing 
of Victoria , Afri<:.'L, by the Bap­
tist m issiona ry, Allred Saker. 
F rom Dec. 7 to 14, 1958 this 
J ubilee will be celebrated in the 
Camernons with a week of festive 
meetings. Don' t miss any of t he 
special Centennial a rticles in t his 
number. EDITOR. 

~ More than 50 years of working to­
gether in nat ion-wide Christian pro­
grams was symbolized on Oct. 12 in 
the cornerstone-laying of The Inter­
church ' Center in New York City for 
the National Council of Churches. Ex­
pertly wielding a silver t rowel, P resi­
dent Eisenhower smoothed t he m or tar 
on the cornerstone of the new 19-story 
building as 30,000 people looked on. 
The brilliant October sun flashed on 

(Continued on page 16) 

Elrie f a 

ready united with the Am erican Con­
vention. Assets of the Danish confer­
ence were presented to the Baptist 
Union of Denmar k and to five organi­
zations of the American Convention. 
o Bapt ists in New Zealand. Dr. Lawr­
e nce A. North, general secr etary of the 
Baptist U nion of New Zealand, reports 
that the past five years have seen a 
ma rked advance in Baptist work in 
New Zealand. The number of churches 
has increased from 105 to 127 and the 
membership from 11,000 to 13,000. 
N ine new churches were welcomed at 
t he 1958 Assem bly. The college is 
steadily increasing t he number of stu­
dents in training for t he ministry and 
m.issionary service. A new residential 
wing is being added to the building at 
a cost of 20,000 pounds. 
e Ann iversa ry at Den.a.in , Fran ce. T he 
Baptist church at Denain, France, 
Jules T hobois, pastor, recently ob­
served its lOOth anniversary. Greet­
ings were brought by Henri Vincent, 
president of the French Feder ation of 
Evangelical Baptist Churches, Whose 
father, Francois, and grandfather had 
bot h been pastors of t he church. The 
historical sketch was presented by 
George Rousseau, and t he sermon was 
preached by Dr. Walter E. ~oodbury 
of Pennsylvania, who is touring Eur­
ope under auspices of the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Societies. 
e Evangelism Stressed in N igeria. The 
N igeria n Baptist Convention, repre­
senting 44,205 IlJembers of 336 organ­
ized churches ahd 638 preaching sta­
tions reported a total of 6,378 bap­
tisms last year. This is one baptism 
for every seven church members. I n 
its 45th a nnual session at Lagos the 
Convention vot e::} that the Conve~tion 
evangelistic emphasis for next year be 
placed upon establishing new preach­
ing stations arxi churches and that 
every organized church be asked to 
establish at lea;t one preaching sta­
tion during t he year. It also adopted 

(Continued on page 17) 

BAPTIST HERALD 

A New Chapter Begins 
With t his issue, t he "Baptist Herald" begins a new chapter in 

its 36 year ministry. By action of the Gener al Conference in Edmonton, 
Albert a, the print ing of the "Baptist Herald" has been "farmed out" 
to an outstanding publishing house. The first step in the liquidation 
of our print ing establishment in Cleveland, Ohio, has been taken. 

This is really cause for encouragement. We believe that it is a 
step for ward in keeping with progress and with the trend in modern 
printing pr actices. Most of the lar ge publications and r eligious jour­
nals of today ar e published by professional printing concerns. This 
makes for economy in the long run, for greater variety in the prepara­
t ion of the magazine, and for improved efficiency in its ministry. 

The " Baptist Herald" has been ver y fortunate in securing the 
services of the Herald Book and Printing Concern of Newton, Kansas, 
as its new publisher . This printing establishment is dedicated to high 
spiritual objectives with a national reputation for efficient manage­
ment and outstanding printing work. It is a Christian establishment, 
serving Mennonite Confer ences, Schools, Hospitals and other Men­
nonite instit ut ions. Dr. Frank H. Woyke, Mr . Arthur Schwerin and 
the editor have been impressed by the up-to-date plant which we 
visited, by the wonderful spirit shown by the staff of 30 men and 
women, and by the genial spirit and administrative leadership of its 
business manager, iVIr . G. H. Willms. 

The "Baptist Herald" will be in good company at this Newton 
piinting house. You will probably be surprised at the roster of re­
ligious publications that are prepared by the Herald Book and Pr inting 
Company. It includes "The Sword of the Lord" edited by John R. 
Rice, "Action" by the United Evangelical Association, "Baptist Digest" 
by t he Kansas State Southern Baptist Convention, "Covenanter Wit­
ness" by the Reformed Presbyterian Church, the Mennonite Weekly 
Review, Sunday School literature of the George Fox Press (Quakers), 
Voice of Evangelical Methodism, and the Kansas Conference Bulletin 
of the Evangelical United Brethren Church. The "Baptist Herald" 
joins these outstanding publications in finding a new pr inting home 
in Kansas. 

The t wo story building of the Herald Book and Printing Com­
pany, where t he biweekly "Baptist Herald" is published, stands at the 
corner of Sixth and Poplar Streets in Newton. Across the street is 
the pretentious edifice of the First Baptist Chur ch. In other directions, 
you will see Newton's City Hall and the Y.M.C.A. It's an important 
street corner in Newton where the Lord's business is taken seriously. 

The "Baptist Herald" bids a fond farewell to our publishing 
house in Cleveland, Ohio, and its staff of faithfu l workers there who 
have labored on its pages for more than 30 years. But with keen 
anticipation of a greater printing glory and of an enlarged ministry, 
we move to our new 1ni nting headquarters in Newton, Kansas. Al­
ready we feel at home among new Christian friends! 
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Alfred Saker, 

God's Orum - beater 

e 

1n the Cameroons 

Victoria, called the second most beautiful har bor 

in the world, was founded by Saker in 1858, in the 

Name of Clui st and to the glory of God! 

By Dudley Reeves of the Cameroons Protestant 

College, Bali, Africa 
Elias Tubuoh, a Christian teacher of our Cameroons Baptist l\1issioz:'• 
beats on an A frican drum, callin g t he people to the t rue worsh11> 

of J esus Christ 

It is exactly a hundred years since 
the founding of Victoria in the South­
ern Cameroons. For it was in Au­
gust 1858 that the Rev. Alfred Sa­
ker, a pioneer missionary in the Bap­
tist Missionary Society, founded the 
community of Victoria out of the 
thickly forested West African coast 
thal lay twenty miles across from 
the Spanish-controlled island of Fer­
nando Po. 

Concerning the advantages of Am­
bas Bay, which the new settlement 
overlooked, Saker wrote highly: "No 
inhabitants, a rich country, the finest 
bay on the coast, deep water ... a 
bay with nearly two miles of beach 
without a storm wave." 

Here Saker envisaged a coaling­
station and a trading port for British 
ships if Her Majesty's Government 
agre~d and here Saker established his 
settle~ent for harassed Christians. 

PERSECUTION OF BAPTI STS 

It was not by choice that Saker 
shipped some of his congregation of 
liberated slaves from Fernando Po I s­
land to the mainland in 1858, and 
bought from the local African chiefs 
a s trip of land some twelve miles 
long around Ambas Bay. The ~v~cu­
ation of the Fernando Po Christians 
was necessitated by the arrival in the 
island of six Jesuit priests and a Span­
ish Governor-General. 

Within a week of their arrival the 
priests began to invade the homes of 
t he Baptist Chris tians. Worse still, on 
behalf of the Spanish Crown the gov­
ernor issued a proclamation declaring 
that "the religion of this colony is 
that of the Roman Catholic Church, 
as the onJy one in the kingdom of 

4 

Spain, with t he exclusion of any other; 
and no other religious profession is 
tolerated or allowed, but t hat made by 
the missionaries of the afore-said 
Catholic religion." 

On the island were about a t housand 
ex-slaves. nearly a ll of whom attended 
the Baptist Mission chapel and 120 of 
whom were adult church members. Al­
though the Spanish decree was unex­
pected and intolerant and in contra­
diction with an earlier proclamation, 
the African Christians remained calm 
and Jaw-abiding, and with the mi~­
sionaries they resorted to God in 
prayer. . . 

B ut on the rejection of their peti­
tion to the governor against the new 
law of "no toleration," they resolved 
upon action. Threatened by banish­
ment and denied all freedom of wor­
ship. the missionaries lef t Fernando Po 
with more than fifty African Chris­
tians for the m::iinland. 

VJCTOR I A T ODAY 

This year, as Victoria celebrates its 
centenary, the township of perhaps 
10.000 people, which has grown from 
Saker's settlement, can look back on 
30 years of German occupation {1884-
1915) and 43 years of British admin­
istration since then. It can now boas t 
of several good buildings and a once 
famous botanical garden. Recently its 
first publ ic library was opened. 

Victoria has been called the second 
most beautiful harbor in the world and 
certa inly, as seen from the sea, it 
looks attractive against the impres­
sively green background of the Cam­
eroons Mountain, an active volcano 
13,350 feet high which last erupted in 
1954. Alfred Saker himself was in the 

fi rst party to scale t he moun tain in 
1862. 

The North American Baptists, t he 
Swiss Basel Presbyterians, the Roman 
Catholics, t he Apostolic Church and 
the Jehovah's Witnesses all have meet­
ing places in Victoria. Ironically 
enough, it is the Roman Catholics, re­
sponsible for driving the Baptists to 
the mainland in 1858, who probably 
exert t he greatest missionary influ­
ence today in the Southern Cameroons. 
Not only do they have 100 missiona ries 
in the country and claim to have 73,000 
adherents, but t hey manage more 
schools t han any other agency. Com­
parable figures for the Nort h Ameri­
can Baptists are 41 m issionaries and 
17,000 church members. 

MISSIONARY H ARDSHIPS 

The events which led Saker to found 
a colony for the "African pilgrim 
fathers" at Victoria were not the only 
adverse circumstances t hat confronted 
him in his 32 years as a missionary. 
Even be fore aniving in Africa via 
Jamaica in 1844, he had experienced 
an attack of fever and tne hardships 
of ~n uncomfor tably tedious voyage. 
~rnved at Fernando Po, t he Sakers 
discovered their personal belongings 
had not yet come from London 
. A few months later the Bapti~t Mis­

sionary Society's committee in London 
was warned to expect Saker's death by 
f~ver .. One by one Saker's fellow-mis­
s1onaries died in that unhealthy cli­
~a te. ~aker himself lost two children 
m. Africa, his only son included. Cer­
tainly "White Man's Grave" was an 
apt designation for that disease-ridden 
coast. 

F ierce tornadoes were fr equent. 

BAPTIST HER.ALP 

Heavy rains drenched one to the skin. 
Dampness .and white ants ruined the 
\':'ooden buildings. The sun was some­
times not seen for seven weel;:s on end. 
The temperature sometimes soared to 
128 degrees, and the passage from Fer­
nando Po .to the ma inland could al­
ways be tncky or danaerous . 

Saker . was delayed ~Y Africans, to 
whom time meant nothing. He was 
kept awake at night by thieving na­
tives. ~e was murderously attacked by 
the chiefs who kept jujus that demand­
ed human .sacrifices, chiefs who h~.d 
been the llUddJerne n between the Aft 1-
can slave-hunters and the European 
slave-buyers. One chief, who persona~ly 
attacked Saker, later became a Chris­
t ian. 

TlIREATS T O LIFE 

Once, ~uring a period of anarchy 
after a chief's death warriors intent on 
mi~si?n l~ot nearl~ killed sal<er by 
splitting his door with a thrown ~oma­
hawk. On another occasion, during a 
t'.1bal war, thick iron plates had to be 
fixed on the mission windows to pre­
vent t he entry of bullets. 

On a t hird occasion. Saker co?llY 
worked on While an angry chief fired 
his cannon in an attempt to level the 
mission walls. However, the cannon, 
overcharged with gunpowder, burst on 
its firers ! 

Two further difficulties were the 
Jack of help in the home and the lack 
of food. Baby food was particularly 
hard to procure, and once a boat had 
to be sent forty miles to fetch vege­
tables. For months at a stretch Saker 
dran!' only water or sugar and water, 
and in the dry seasons water had to be 
fetched from a rnile away. 

Saker also knew loneliness and sep­
aration from his wife and family, as 
well as the Pain of not receiving 1.et­
ters and needed supplies of clothing 
and medicines for month after mon~h, 
owing to the infrequent arrival of ships 
from England. Furloughs for Saker 
were few and far between, and the~ 
usually only of four or five months 
duration. 

In addition to personal hardships, 

Alfred Saker, Baptist missionary in Africa and 
founc.ler of the city of Victoria in the Cameroons. 

Saker had the care of the churches. At 
times the Cameroonian converts would 
be called on to suffer persecution for 
t he ir Lord. Once, a Baptist Christian 
was captured and sold as a slave, and 
two women were tortw·ed to the point 
of insanity. 

From all these hazards Alfred Saker 
emerged triumphantly faithful. His 
wife was no less brave and perse\·er­
ing. They were handicapped on all 
sides, but they never denied t heir 
Lord. They were knocked down, but 
never knocked out! Whether alone or 
together, they endured all that a vi­
cious combination of a deadly climate. 
enervating fevers, food shortages and 
hostile natives could produce. For they 
knew in Whom they trusted, and they 
knew to Whom they belonged! 

With great energy Sake r threw him­
self into the necessary tasks of erect­
ing nuss1on houses, chapels and 
schools, and of making the thousands 
of bricks required for them. On his 
first attempt, he made 500 bricks in 
a day and once he cast nearly a thou­
sand quadrats for the printing office 
in two days. Bricklayer, carpenter, 
smith, doctor translator, preache r, 
teacher- he w~s all by turns. 

In the early years Saker made lan­
guage study his special work. By 1872 
the entire Bible had been translated 
into Duala. With tremendous joy Saker 
was able to write, "The great work of 
years is now completed, and I fee1 as 
a bird, long imprisoned, liberated at 
last." 

After four and a half years in the 
Cameroons Saker baptized the fi rst 
Cameroons' Christian. When he left Af­
rica for the last time in 1876 in an 
emaciated condition, there were many 
African Christians to carry on by tell­
ing others the Good News of Jesus. 

What was the secret of Saker's suc­
cess? He himself said, "I have main­
tained the rule not to do anything 
that I could safely leave to others " 
but there is more to it than that. He 
was a man of determination and cour­
age. "I cannot move from my Plll"Dose 
till rny work is done." He was a man 
of action impelled by Jove. "I Want 
to go onward, onward, and tell the 
tale of love." 

He was a man of spiritual wisdom. 
'. 'To me it has ever been that the Spir­
itual work is to get at t he heart of the 
individual man." He was a man of 
expectant prayer. "What can I do? De­
spond? No! Do as we have often done 
-seek Divine aid." He was a man of 
sympathetic tenderness, as his daugh­
ter testified: "Yet it was in the inner 
circle of his home that t he tenderness 
of his character was best revealed." 

SAIIBR' FAITH 

Faults he undoubtedly had, but es­
sentially Saker was a man of Vision 
and faith. Ponder his closing words to 
a Scottish Conference in the closing 
months of his life: "If the African is a 
brother, shall we not give him some of 
our bread and a draught of our water? 
Oh! that I had another life to go out 
there. The field is white there; the 
multitudes are in darkness still. lt is 
the Son of God calling on us to go 
forth and preach the Gospel to every 
creature , and we have t he promise 
that he will be with us unto the e nd. 
May his blessing be on you and on 
them: " 

The little missio11 chnpel in Jhc forest or juniclt; shi11cs with the 1tlo , of tho Gos11cl of Chris l ns 11ntionnls mnko n bentcn 1inth to its scrdccs n ml 
Chnslinn 1>rcnchcrs rn-oclni~1~ "the unscnrchnble richc:, o f Christ:· 
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Centenary of Victoria Baptist Church 
By Flavius Mar tin, an Outstanding Af1ican Leader of the Victoria Baptist Church. 

Recently I walked with Chief Carr 
to "Brook Mount," now one of the 
most splendid spots in Victoria, situat­
ed along the "Marina," the busiest 
centre in Victoria. Alfred Saker, the 
pioneer missionary, the founder of Vic­
toria, mus t have possessed a high sense 
of appreciation to have decided on so 
prominent a site designed to be a bea­
con, heralding the dawn of Christian­
ity in the Cameroons. 

Anyone on "Brook Mount" cannot 
fail to admire the beauty of the place. 
The sea stretches out in a wide ex­
panse, with the island looming in the 
distance and ships streaming into the 
harbor. Flowers naturally adorn the 
compound, congested with houses, some 
of which are antiquated a nd old. F ac­
ing t he road is t he Basel Mission Book 
Depot, t he central bookshop in the 
Cameroons with branches a ll over the 
country. "Brook Mount," once a Bap­
tist station, is now a strong Basel Mis­
sion base. 

ELDERLY CHIEF CARR 
Chief Carr, presumably the oldest 

man in Victoria, claims to have seen 
Alfred Saker with the eyes of a boy. 
Yet he is physically virile and is a 
strong supporter of the church. He 
has t he reputation of opening up 
"Newtown," now a prosperous growing 
section of Victoria, and his enthusiasm 
is manifested in the Newtown Baptist 
Church in which he serves as deacon. 
He appreciates the changes tha t he 
has seen t hese 100 yea rs' span of his 
lifetime, bu t social changes he asserts 
have out-st ripped t he progress of the 
church. The man has known his tri­
umphs and his disappointments. He 
has the honor of having been the first 

native church teacher in charge of 
Bimbia Church, the first mission sta­
tion in the Gameroons, now outgrown 
by Victoria. 

A walk across the road from 
"Brook Mount" brings us to the Na­
tive Baptist Church, the mot her church 
in the Cameroons, now a century old, 
the centenary of which wi ll be cele­
bra ted in December, 1958. The church 
is as old as the town, the two being 
closely related, t he town being an out­
g rowth of the church. 

I a m standing here with Mrs. Chris 
Burnley, one of the early Christians of 
our church. She is now exactly 82 
years old, a tall, thin , physically 
strong, elderly woma n with a confi­
dent and dignified comportment. Like 
Chief Ca1T, she ma de the acquaintance 
with Alfred Sa ker as a child. She 
speaks almost flawless English, having 
attended the first English School or ­
ganized by the early missionaries to 
educate t he people. 

She has really ba ffled many by her 
succine t expressions a nd logical mind. 
The thirst for knowledge, having been 
planted, has been nurtured by natives 
with progressive outlook like the late 
Mr. Charles Steane who was proprietor 
and manager of Native Baptist School, 
now the Cameroons Baptist Miss ion 
School Newtown. Our Schools are 
changing to meet the needs of a grow­
ing society, and cope with its claims. 

VICTORIA CHURCH 
The original size a nd appeara nce of 

the church building have not been 
greatly al tered, the site being jealously 
protected a nd preserved for historical 
purposes. This church has stood for 
"the first" of many things t he Carner-

oons. Obviously we have our peculiar 
problems and failures but our successes 
s ta nd out a s manifestations of the 
stalwart faith and loyalty of our fore­
fathers. 

Firstly t his church house was built 
by communual effort, a gesture of in­
digenous responsibility. From this base, 
evangelists were sent out to open up 
new mission stations like Bonjongo, 
Mapanja, near Victoria, and later 
Soppo, a strong thriving Baptist 
church. Some of these stations, how­
ever, have died due to neglect or force­
ful and concentrated Roman Catholic 
r iva lry. 

EVANGELISTI C TREKS 
In more recent years, Pastor Burn­

ley, supported entirely by the indige­
nous church has made evangelistic 
treks to the grasslands, abou t 300 
miles inla nd, in the absence of motor­
a ble roads. Thus, Bamenda today, a ug­
mented by C.B.M. work, is a thriving, 
bubbling and prosperous mission field. 

At the instance of the withdrawal 
of Alfred Sa ker's white team, t he 
work fe ll solely on the shoulde rs of 
the converts themselves. They stood 
competition with ot her missions, in­
timidations from the Ge rma n govern­
men t and internal strife, but the Bap­
tist faith was preserved a nd uplifted 
by these stalwart few. 

For years, the work of God was held 
together, so to speak, by Mr. Fos Wil­
son, a n untrained unordained minister , 
but well tried and well educated for 
his time. He was at once P resident of 
t he Local Authority and leader of the 
church, relieved later on by P astor 
J oseph Burnley, a product of Colvin 

( Continued on page 24) 

A n African sunset o ver the waters of th e hnr bor of Victorin in th e Southern Cnmcroons. Herc nt this const Alfred Saker , llnptist 
rn i68ionury, founded Uic city of Victorin in 1858. 
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The Ba ptis t Missionary Socie ty of 
London, England, clearly defined its 
spiritual objective ma ny years ago: 
"The great object of this Society is t he 
d iffusion or the knowledge of the re­
lig ion of J esus Christ throughout the 
whole world, beyond t he British I sles, 
by the prea ching of the Gospel, the 
t ra nslation a nd publication of the Holy 
Scriptures, a nd the es tablishment of 
Schools." 

Baptist missionaries, from Alfred 
Saker to the present day, have held 
this as t heir aim. The existence of in­
digenous Baptist churches functioning 
in this land of the Cameroons, Africa, 
is evidence of t hei r labors. 

RELIGIOUS LIBE RTY 

Perhaps the most s ingular inriuence 
of Baptists in the Cameroons was the 
founding of Victoria for the purpose of 
religious liberty. Religious liberty is a 
fundamenta l tenet of Baptist churches 
t hroughout the world, but this t enet 
gathered increased s ignificance for t he 
Baptists of Ferna ndo Po one hundred 
years ago. 

I n 1858 Don Carlos Chacon, Govern­
or General of Fernando ·p o, issued a 
proclam ation to the effect t hat "The 
religion of this colony is tha t or the 
Roma n Catholic Church, as the only 
one in t he Kingdom of Spain, with the 
exclusion· of a ny other; and no other 
religious profession is tolerated or al­
Jowe(i, but that made by t he missionar­
ies of t he afore-said Catholic religion." 

As a result of this proclamation, 
Baptists of F ernando Po under the 
leadership of the Rev. Alfred Saker, a n 
English Ba ptist missionary, est a blished 
a colony at Victoria, Cameroons, that 
they might "worship God w ithout mo­
les tation." Alfred Saker became gov­
ernor , and all rules, regulations and 
laws for the colony were made. 

Among these Jaws there appears t he 
following: "There shall be entire free­
dom in a ll tha t rela tes to the worship 
cf t he true God ; and the word of God 
is hereby acknowledged to be the foun­
da tion of a ll our Jaws, and claims t he 
obedience of our lives; that a lthough 
we are now all of one mind in the es­
sentials of Christian worship, yet 
shculd t here come among us persons of 
diffe ring opinions as to Christian wor­
ship or duty, a ll shall equally share in 
our freedcm of worship, as well as in 
our pro tection." 

The colony grew under toil and hard­
ships and prospered. Da vid Livingstone 
said in high tribu te of t he work of 
Alfred Saker tha t it was "in m y judg­
ment, the mos t rema rkable work on 
the Africa n coast." 

THE WAR YEARS 

On July 14, 1884 the Germans oc­
cupied Ka me run a nd English Baptists 
were no longer welcome in the terri­
tory. All the work of the Baptis ts was 
then sold t o the Basel Mission of 
!':witzerland ( now the Presby terian 
Church of the Cameroons) who ca rried 
on with t he procla ma t ion of t he Gos-
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VI CTORIA llAPTIST CHAPEL 
A Spiritual D-Dny has come to the Cameroons of Africa. One missionary calls it " t he race to 
cnph~rc men's sou ls." Another says that "we arc in the m idst of n g r eat. hnrvcst." H ere nt the 
Bnplls t Ch ur ch of Victorin, Africa, ns th'c Centenary J ubilee of the city is celebrated th e Gos1>el 

or Chris t is s ti11 preached with a ccompanyin g spiritual p.owcr! ' 

• Baptists lll Victoria 
Baptists through the missionary, Alfred Saker, founded Victo1ia in 

1858, for "Freedom of Religion and the Blessings of Chlist." 

By Rev. Ben Lawrence, Supervisor of Schools of the Cameroons 
Baptist Mission 

pel. The Victoria Native Baptist 
Church w ithin two years separated 
from t he Basel Miss ion beca use of 
differences in church governmen t and 
some doctrinal beliefs. 

In 1891 an American Bapt ist mis­
s ionary, Rev. August Steffens, under 
the auspices of the German Baptis t 
Missionai-y Society of Germany once 
again commenced active Baptis t m is­
s ionary endeavor in the Cameroons. 
This work expanded a nd grew, having 
its principal center at Great Soppo 
near Buea until the Second World War. 
As a result of this war, Baptis ts of 
Germany were not welcome in the 
Cameroons and t he Baptis t work su[­
fe red grea tly during the war years, 
having only t hree American missionar­
ies to carry on the work in cooperation 
with the native pastors and e\'angel­
ists. 

SAKER MEMORIAL 
A total s um of 8000 11ounds is 

plnnnc<l for t he erect ion of a 
Ce ntena ry Ha ll a n d S tadium at 
Victoria., in honor of Alfred 

a lrnr . It is hoped t ha.t by tl:e 
time of the Centenary Celebra­
tions in Decembe r , the fielcf will 
be leve led and reacl~· for the lay­
ing of t ho fom1llation stone. The 
Governor Ge neral a nd the P rime 
l\lini t e r o f t he F ede ra tion w ill 
la.y t he s tone llurini;r t he C ente­
nary wcclc 

At the close of t he war, t he North 
American Baptist Missionary Society 
took up the Baptist endeavor and rap­
id expa nsion ha s taken place. Prim· 
to the war Baptists had only one main 
sta tion in Victoria Division. Now there 
are three. Baptists, however, have con­
centrated t heir efforts in t he grass­
fields where t here are seven main 
stations. 

BAPTIST WORK TODAY 

Ba ptist work in the Cameroons in 
t erms of sta tistics is represented by : 
Churches --------- ---- -------- 280 
Adult membership _____________ 15,557 

Schools ----------------------- 65 
Missionaries ----------------- - 40 
H ospi tals - -------------------- 1 
Leper Settlements - - ----------- 1 
Dispensaries -------- ---------- 2 
Teacher Training Center ______ 1 
B ible Tra ining Center --------- 1 

In t he Victoria Divis ion we have 46 
churches with a membership of 3.703. 
We also have 18 schools. Nine mis­
sionaries a re se rvi ng Chris t in t his 
area. 

Ba ptis ts in the Cameroons today 
hold the same objec th·es as they did 
one hundred years ago when they 
founded Victoria. Toda y they support 
t he people of the Cameroons in their 
e ffor ts toward sel f-de te rmina t i on a nd 
would encourage t hem to remember 
t he moti\·a ting fac tors in t he founding 
of Victoria-"Frccdom or Religion a nd 
t he Message of Chris t." 
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Rev. S. B. Nfomi, (right with open Bible), preaching on "Re11entance" in the open air meeting 
at the Kumba Bible Conference assis ted by two other Baptis t leaders. 

Rev. ''Budzi'' Nfomi 
Pastor of the Historic Native Baptist Church of Victoria, Africa, 

and President of the Cameroons Baptist Convention. 

By Rev. Bein Lawrence 

The Reverend S. B. Nfomi was near ­
ly finished with his open air message 
of "Repentance" at the Kumba Bible 
Conference when one listener said to 
anot her , "Dis man he no da fear talk 
dis God Pala va!" (This man preaches 
the Word of God without fear and with 
boldness !) 

F earless preaching of the Word, 
consecration to our Lord and Saviour, 
a meek and humble spir it and a broad 
winning smile have heaped responsi­
bility and accomplishment on Pastor 
Nfomi. 

BAPTIST SCHOOLS 
He s tart ed life in a village not far 

from our Ndu mission station. When 
he was old enough, he entered our 
Christian Day School at Ndu and, dur­
ing his studies there, he came to know 
Christ as his Saviour. After completing 
t he course a t Ndu, he entered our 
Mbem Bible School in 1950. During 
1951 he was sent to Ogbom osho Bap­
t ist Seminary in Nigeria where he re­
mained for one year. 

On returning, he served as a teacher 
for about s ix mon ths, but finally be­
came the Church Teacher at the Binka 
Baptist Chur ch in 1952. In 1953 he 
became t he Youth worker of the Ndu 
Field until he entered t he third year 
course at our Bible Training Centre at 
Ndu in January 1954. At this time he 
married Miriam Ntalla, a nd t hey now 
have two children. 

During 1955 and 1956 P astor Nfomi 
served in the Ndu Field as evangelist 
and short term Bible School organizer. 
During these two years, "Budzi" Nfomi 
became well known for his pointed 
Gospel messages and his winning smile. 
His a bili ty to play football , to play the 
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native game of "riddles" and his in­
terest in young people proved advan­
tageous in organizing the youth of his 
area. 

PASTOR AT VICTORIA 
It was during t his time that the 

Governor General of Nigeria came to 
the Southern Cameroons and attended 
a service at the Ndu Baptist Church. 
Pastor Nfomi conducted t he service 
and delivered the message. At the 
close of the service the Governor asked 

Rev .. S . 13. Nfomi. in Lhe J>Ulpit or the J(umbu 
Bnpbst Church w11h. t ho hcnu h ful ''\Vi ndow of 

the Cross" 111 the bacl<ground. 

Centenary 
Celebration Theme 

at Victoria, Africa 
from Dec. 7-14·, 1958 

;;CHRIST, THE HOPE OF 
THE CAMEROONS" 

The cen te r of the religious 
services for th e week will be a 
la r ge t ent pavilion erected n ext 
to t he Vic toria Native Baptist 
Church . (See nicture of church 
on page 7 ). -

The Cam eroons Baptist Con­
\"Cntion will hold its a nnua l ses­
sions during this smn e weeJc w ith 
R ev. S. B. Nfomi, president, in 
cha rge. 

if Reverend Nfomi had received his 
training in t he United Kingdom. He· 
was surpr ised a nd much impressed to 
hear t hat he was trained inside Niger­
ia and by and large at our Bible Tra in­
ing Cent re at Ndu. 

At the close of 1956 when t he Vic­
toria Native Baptist Church was in 
search of a pastor, he was ex tended a 
ca ll. After some deliberation he accept­
ed t he call, left his home at Ndu in the 
cold grasslands, and departed for hot 
and humid Victoria to pastor the old­
est a nd most difficult congregation in 
t he Cameroons. 

Pastor Nfomi has told of the fear he 
had in his heart as he stood in the pul­
pit on the first Sunday of his minis try 
at Victoria, but also how God has pro­
vided courage for each d ifficulty as 
it has come s ince t hat time. 

CONVENTION .PRESIDENT 
Simultaneously with his ca ll to t he 

Victoria Church, he was elected by t he 
Cameroons Baptist Convention held at 
Soppo in December , 1956 to be thefr 
Pres ident for the coming year. 

T he Lord has blessed both of these 
ministries. The Victoria Native Ba p­
t ist Church has revived its progra m 
of Christia n effort and wit ness, has be­
g un a remodeling program a nd has 
given evidence of Christian growth a nd 
ma turity in its leadership among the 
coastal churches. 

The convent ion has selected Pastor 
Nfom i for a second term a nd they now 
plan their biggest function ever, as a 
convention, to be held d ur ing the Cen­
tenary Week at Vic toria. P astor 
Nfomi's leadership of the convention 
has brought about t he esta blishmen t 
of an effective program of m issions, 
the beginnings of an active youth or­
ganization for boys with in the conven­
t ion, Boy's Brigade, and has awakened 
a general interest in t he larger organi­
zation of "Baptists" in t he Cameroons. 

Pray for Reverend "Budzi" Nfomi, 
his fami ly, his church and his people 
that God will continue to b less and 
use them in his service! 

BAPTIST HERALD 
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A Century 
of 

Baptist Schools 
By Miss Ruby SaJzman, 
Missionary and Teacher 

in the Cameroons, Africa 

When the Rev. Alfred Saker and 
the Baptist Christians landed in Vic­
toria in 1858 after expulsion from 
F erna ndo Po by the Roman Catholic 
dominated Spa nish government, they 
founded Victoria on the principles of 
"Religious Freedom" and they opened 
a Baptist School in Victor ia. This was 
the first school to be begun in the 
Cameroons. The teachers, until t he 
German occupation, were Baptis t mis­
sionaries from England. 

During the German occupation, t h is 
school was repla ced by a German gov­
ernment school. The Baptist Church, 
however , ran a "Sabba th School." simi­
lar to the "religious instruction" class­
es of today. 

I n 1941 when the British reoccupied 
t he Cameroons, all German schools 
were closed a nd the English govern­
ment once again opened an English 
School. 

CENTENARY BAPTIST SCHOOL 

I n 1930 M. C. Steane retired from 
government service a nd opened what 
was called, "The Native Baptist 
School." This school continued under 
the ma nagership of Mr . Steane 11n1 ii 
his dea th in 1942, at which time Chief 
Manga Williams took over the respon­
sibilities. In 1948 Chief Manga Wil ­
lia ms turned over the ma nagement of 
th is school to the Cameroons Bapt ist 
Mission. 

The school was t hen moved from the 
Victor ia Native Baptist Church to new 
bu ild ings on t he Bapt ist Mission Sta­
tion in Newtown. T oday with the addi­
tion of the new Infants School called 
"Centenary Baptist School," in com­
memora t ion of the founding of Victor­
ia, Victoria School has a n enrollment 
of almost 500 chi ld ren and a staff of 
fou rteen t eachers. 

This is the br ief his tory of the ea t·­
liest school in t he Cameroons. Many 
other schools have had a shorter but 
just as in teresting a h istory. Among 
them are : Soppo, Bwonjongo, Muten­
gene, Tiko a nd others. 

Most of t he teachers serving in Bap­
tist schools have been trained in the 
Government Teacher T ra ining Centre 
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. . h lion on the Can adian Capitol grounds at 
. . tatue with the ~n ll(j statue is to the Iert of rhc lion's mane) 

Q een Victorin. s to Queen Victoria .•er d Jubilee in 1897. 
Tt c imposing d ' u This n1cinor 1nl cd fo r the Qur<.'n ' s D1nmon 
O~tnwn, Cann n. wos prcpa r 

• • • 

the peak of her power in the 1·_eig_n of Que~n 
England was cd reat literary figure, Ru~yard Kipli:z.g, ~vas in­

Victoria wh:en the g for Queen llictoria's Diamond Ju.bilee in 1897. 
vited to wri~e a 'l!,oeni . n for that occasion a1·oused a storm of con­
His "Recessiona_l i~ri;te ppeared Possibly no other poeni, however, 
trove1·sy 10hen it fir~ f y expres.ses the burden of those who realize 
more aptly a_n~ stifr1t1~gnati~ns are in the hands of God. 
thcit the destinies o i 

God of our fathers, lmown of old­
Lord of our far-flung battle line-­

Beneath whose awful hand we hold 
Dominion over palm and pine-­

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget-lest we forget! 

The tumult and the shouting dies­
The Captains and the Kings depa.rt­

Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart. 

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget-lest we forget! 

For heathen heart that puts her t rust 
In reeking tube and iron shard­

All valiant dust that builds on dust, 
And, guarding, calls not thee to guard. 

For frantic boast and foolish word, 
Thy Mercy on thy People, Lord! Amen. 

-Moody Monthly 

at Kumba, but in 1954 our Baptist 
Miss ion opened its own Teacher Train­
ing Centre at Soppo. The new build­
ings of the Centre were completed in 
1956. T heii· modern, attractive design 
and location on the road to the capitol 

of the Cameroons is a welcome addi­
tion to the fast developing Southern 
Cameroons. 

The atmosphere of this Centre, 

( Contlnii.ed on page 14) 
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Seventy-five Years of Missionary Outreach 
By Rev. R. Schilke, General :Missionary Secretaxy 

In his book , "God's Guidance in Our 
Missionary History," Dr. Wm. Kuhn, 
for thirty years the general missionary 
secreta ry of the North American Bap­
tis t General Missionary Society, Inc., 
gave us a brief his tory of the Mission­
ary Society over the fifty years of its 
existence. Another milestone in its his­
tory has been reached, and as we now 
look back upon seventy-five years, we 
can truly say with Samuel of old, 
"Hitherto ha th the Lord helped us" 
(1 Samuel 7 :12). To God who guided 
the men and the work of the Society 
throughout these seventy-five yea rs we 
give glory and honor and pra ise as we 
stand and pause before another "Eben­
ezer ." 

EAJtLY BEGINNINGS 

At the seventh Genera l Conference 
in Cleveland, Ohio, on September 25, 
1883 the General Missionary Society of 
the German Bapt is t churches of North 
America was founded. Before that 
time, the Eastern and Western Con­
ferences had their own respective mis­
sionary socie ties. The Western Con­
ference had had such a Society since 
1859, and the Eastern Conference since 
1867 .. Missionary work and outreach 
were that of home missions and the 
founding of new churches. Both Socie­
ties cooper ated very closely wi th the 
American Baptis t Home Mission So­
ciety which ma tched dolla r for do!Jar 
in its support for the eastern section 
and one and one-ha lf dollars for every 
dollar for the western sect ion. 

In his autobiography, Rev. G. A. 
Schulte gives us a full account of the 
founding and early history of the Gen­
era l Missionary Society. Among the 
leading brethren, the idea preva iled 

tha t sepa ra te missionary societies for 
the east and the west would not give 
strength and unity of spirit over the 
years and that a Genera l Missionary 
Socie ty should therefore be founded. 
At the annual sessions of the Eastern 
Conference at Hepburn, Pa. in 1881, 
this idea was expressed and a special 
committee was appointed to look into 
the matter. 

The report of the committee was en­
thusiasticalJy approved and steps were 
underta ken to present the idea to the 
Western Conference, which by tha t 
time had organized itself into three 
conferences: Central, Southwestern 
and Northwestern, but continued un­
der its original missionary society. Rev. 
G. A. Schulte was asked to visit the 
west. He visited the Centra l Confer­
ence convening in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
1882. Though he was cordially wel­
comed, he sensed tha t the brethren 
were not ready to ente r into a free and 
full discussion regarding the forming 
of a General Missionary Society, and 
so he absta ined from visit ing the other 
two conferences tha t year. 

The three conferences in the west, 
ope ra ting under one missionary soci­
ety, had already formed a Board on 
which the three conferences were rep­
resented. This Board invited repre­
senta tives of the Eastern Conference 
to its annual session meeting a t In­
dianapolis, Indiana, in April, 1883. The 
merits of closer coopera tion and unity 
between eas t and wes t were seen and 
the idea of a General Missionary 'soci­
ety won more and more support. Ar­
ticles in "Der Sendbote" appeared in 
favor of such a move. A constitution 
was drawn up and a t the General Con­
fer ence in Cleveland in 1883 the Gen-

R~v .. R. Schillce, .11enernl m1ss1onnry secretary (center. front row), m eets with h is 1953 Gencrnl 
Mtss1o nnry Comm ittee nnd with g uestH und missionnricH. Miss G. Rcmm lcr office scrrctnry an d 

recording secreta ry for the Committ ee, i• seated nt Mr. Schilkc:s left. 
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era! Missionary Society was founded. 
The incorpora tion of this Society was 
effected in 1902 in the Sta te of New 
York. 

WORTHY PREDECESSORS 

At the Genera l Conference in Cleve­
land, Ohio, in 1883, Rev. J . C. Grinunel 
was elected as the firs t General Mis­
sionary Secretary of the General Mis­
sionary Society. He served until the 
f~l of 1_892. For the greater part of 
this penod, he gave to the Society 
only a part time ministry since he was 
also pastor of the F irs t German Bap­
tis t Church of Brooklyn, N. Y., since 
1886. In 1892 he became editor of "Der 
Sendbote." 

Rev. G. A. Schulte was elected Gen­
eral Missionary Secretary in 1892 and 
served until his death on March 19, 
1916. The 24 years of his ministry 
coincided with a s teady growth and 
development of our Genera l Confer­
ence. Immigra tion brought with it 
grea ter opportunities among German­
speaking people. New churches were 
organized among them. New chapels 
had to be built. New Conferences 
?ame into existence. During this per­
iod the General Missionary Society 
also began its foreign mission program 
in cooperation with other existing for­
eign mission societies. Thus seven mis­
siona ries were supported in the Cam­
eroons of West Africa through the 
Neuruppin Mission of Germany and 
fi ve othe rs wer e supported through the 
American Baptis t F oreign Mission So­
ciety in India, China and Assam. 

At the General Conference in De­
troit, Michigan, in 1916, Rev. Wm. 
Kuhn was elected as General Mission­
ary Se7retary. F or thirty years he 
served m that capacity with utmost 
devotion and consecration. Two World 
Wars brought much suffe ring to our 
P_eople in Europe a nd a fforded the So­
ciety an un forgettable relief ministry 
to thousands of refugees and immi­
grants. The pe1iod of his ministry saw 
a s teady advance and growth in home 
and foreign mission work. • 

DR. IUJHN'S MINISTRY 

In 1918 the Socie ty resolved to fore­
go the missionary subsidies coming 
f~·om the American Home Mission So­
ciety and gratefully acknowledged the 
sup~rt and help in years pas t Fol-
lowing World w · . . a r I an aggressive missionary wo k Euro r on the cont inen t of 
· pe was undertaken a nd fifty mis-

sion workers · . ' E urope 111 various countries of 
were suppo t d t break c w . r e a t the ou -

C 
0 oi Id War II. In 1934 the 

ameroons Bapu t M" . own miss· f' s 1ss10n became our 
the guidi~n h1eld in _West Afric~. Th~t 

g and of God was 111 th is 
move was soo . 
events or W n evidenced by the world 

orld War II. By 1946 the 
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number of rruss1onaries in the Camer­
oons had grown to about twenty. 

Dr. Kuhn 's pe riod of ministry a lso 
marked organiza tional advances in the 
work of our General Conference. Thus 
in 1934 the General Council was or­
ganized, which over the years has 
taken much oC the work and responsi­
bility which previously belonged to the 
Genera l Missionary Socie ty . In 1939 
the Christian Training Institute a t Ed­
monton, Alberta, Canada, was founded 
which in its support and super vision 
came under the General Missionarv 
Society until in 1949 it became in it's 
status a coopera ting organization of the 
General Conference. The change in lan­
guage from German to English also 
brought about a change in name which 
was effected in 1942 from The General 
Missionary Society of the German Bap­
tist Churches of North America to The 
North American Baptist Genera l Mis­
sionary Socie ty, Inc. 

At the Genera l Conference in Ta­
coma, Washington, in 1946, Rev. H. G. 
Dymmel was elected general mission­
ary secretary upon the retirement of 
Dr. Wm. Kuhn. That same General 
Confe rence also elected Dr. Frank H . 
Woyke as its first full-time executive 
secre tary of the General Council. 
Brother Dymmel served until 1950 
when illness necessita ted his resigna­
tion. His period of ministry marks the 
post war reconstruction period. 

Most of the European mission field 
lay behind the iron curtain and only 
Austria was left as a mission field 
for us. The Baptis ts of Germany were 
unable to re-enter the Cameroons and 
so tha t mission field became ours 
more fully. In the home field a 
Spanish-American Mission was begun 
in the San Luis Valley of Colorado in 
1944 and an Indian Mission in Alberta, 
Canada, in 1946. The total number 
of missionaries by 1950 increased to 
41 as follows: Cameroons 29; Austria, 
8; Spanish-American 2; I ndian 2. The 
required annual budget for the Mis­
sionary Socie ty increased from less 
than $100,000 to over $165,000. (This 
is not to be confused with the denomi­
na tional budget) . 

RECENT DEVELOPl\IENTS 

Since the termination of Brother 
Dymmel's ministry came in mid-term 
of the triennial General Conference, 
the appointment of H successor became 
the responsibility of the General Mis­
sionary Committee. Rev. R. Schilke 
was appointed as general missionar y 
secretary and took office with March 
1951. At the next General Conference 
in Philadelphia , P a., in 1952 he was 
elected by the Confe rence. 

What a re the significant things tha t 
have transpired since t he beginning of 
1951? One writes with greater free­
dom about the work of others (even 
though the above is a brief sketch, 
since others have written two preced­
ing a rticles) than about that which 
falls to one's own responsibility. But 
this l a t ter per iod is to be covered by 
the writer , and I shall t ry to do this 

November 27, 1958 

' . 
I , -

At tha 194_9 General c_onference_ held in Sioux Fnlls, S. Dnk. , Re ... R. Schilke (le.ft). 
(nt thnt hmc pastor m Annhe1m, Calif.) looks O\"Cr tho mission exhibit with Re ... 
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briefly and factually. 
The General Missionary Society has 

further expanded under the guidance 
of God's Holy Spirit. In 1951 a new 
venture of faith was made by begin­
ning a m ission work in Japan. Our 
Cameroons Mission has grown in all 
three phases of its ministry: in 1952 
a leprosy mission was begun; in 1954 
the Bible Training Center was e"'-pand­
ed to a three-year course; in 1955 a 
Teacher Training Center was begun; 
and a lso in 1955 college work was en­
tered in cooperation with Basel Mis­
sion. 

In 1954 another Spanish-American 
field was undertaken in the Rio Grande 
Valley of T exas. In 1951 the Indian 
Mission was expanded to include a 
second Indian Reserve in Alberta, 
Canada, and in 1953 to include a third 
Indian Reserve in Saska tchewan Can­
ada. The total number of missio'naries 
to date has increased to 76 as follows : 
Cameroons 46; Austria 13; Japan 9 ; 
Spanish-American 5; and Indian 3. 

l\llSSION ARY OUTREACH 

In addition, there are about 50 pas­
tors in home mission chur ches who 
receive a sala ry subsidy . This la tter 
work has been a very vital phase of 
missions throughout the his tory of t he 
General Missionary Society. The r eader 
will take not ice from the above tha t 
home missions was the fi rst mission of 
the Society. The total required annual 
budget of the Society has likewise in­
creased to about $300,000 (Again, this 
is not to be confused with the total 
denomina tional budget) . 

Other phases of missions have been 
added to the work of the General Mis­
sionary Society in recent year s. In 
1952 the General Conference in Phila­
delphia, Pa., gave a directive to the 

General Missionar y Society to under­
take Church Extension work. Since 
then about $280,000 have been r ajsed 
specifically for Church E>..1:ension. By 
the spring of 1958 a total of 28 Church 
Extension projects benefitted through 
the fund, r esulting in 23 new churches 
\.\rith a total member ship of almost 
2,200. 

In 1955 following the Gener al Con­
ference in Waco, Texas, the movemen t 
of "God's Volunteers" had its begin­
ning. Its first year of ministry fell into 
the season of 1956-1957. A group of 
six young people volunteers to do visi­
ta tion evangelism and travels from 
church to church, gh·ing about two 
weeks to each church. A director of 
"God's Volunteers" heads the work 
and serves as evangelist. The thir d 
season is well underway at t he t ime 
of wri ting this article with all da tes 
filled for the season. 

PRESENT REORGANIZATION 

The 32nd Gener al Conference in 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, in 1958 
was an historic conference in many 
ways for our en t ire denominational 
constituency. The General Missionary 
Socie ty is likewise affected by the re ­
organization which took place. Hither­
to, the administra tive body of the 
North American Baptist General Mis­
sionary Society, I nc.. was known by 
the name of General Missionary Com­
mittee and was com posed of r epr e­
sentatives from the local conferences 
elected by their respective conference. 
It had a tot al of fi fteen vot ing mem­
bers. The General Conference elected 
only t he general missionary secretary 
and the gener al treasurer. 

The new name of the administra tive 
body is now Board of Missions. The 

(Continited on <page 18) 
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A Trip to Newton, Kansas 
By Dr. M. L. Leuschner, Editor of English Publications 

We want to present to you the new 
printers of the "Baptist Herald." We 
have been "farmed out" to a well 
known printing firm in the city of 
Newton, Kansas. Our new "home" is 
the Herald Book and Printing Com­
pany, Inc., located at 131 West Sixth 
Street, Newton, Kansas. 

It's a busy place with a distinctly 
Christian atmosphere. Linotype ma­
chines and presses of various kinds are 
constantly in use. In waJking through 
the printing shop, you get the impres­
sion that the equipment is modern and 
capable of taking care of any kind of 
a printing job and t hat every foot of 
space is being used efficiently. A staff 
of 30 people is engaged at this estab­
lishment. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
The "Baptist H erald" has joined a 

distinguished family of Christian pub­
lications, all of which are printed at 
the Herald Book and Printing Com­
pany a nd sent out from Newton, Kan­
sas, to their subscribers. Tens of thou­
sands of copies of John R. Rice's paper, 
"The Sword of the Lord," are printed 
here. "Action" of the National Associa­
tion of E vangelicals is printed by t his 
establishment a nd sent out as the 
"voice of evangelical Christianity in 
America." The "Baptis t Herald" is 
s imilar in size and forma t to this s is ter 
publica tion. 

In addition, the folJowing other pa­
pers are printed here in Newton, Kan­
sas : "Covenanter Witness" of the R e­
formed Presbyterian Church ; "Baptis t 
Digest" of the Southern Baptist Kan­
sas State Convention; "The Mennonite 
Weekly Review" ; Sunday School Lit-

erature of the George Fox Press 
(Quakers); "Voice of Evangelical 
Methodism," and the "Kansas Con­
ference Bulletin" of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. That is a dis­
tinguished "family" of publications to 

Company is located, seems to be a n 
important center of town. Across the 
street from the "Herald" building is 
the First Baptist Church of Newton. 
In another direction is the Y.M.C.A., 
a nd in still another direction the City 

P lans for p rinting the "llnpt is t H erald" at the Herald Book and P rinting Company, Newton, 
Knnsns, arc disc ussed w ith l\Ir. G. H. \Vi llms , pres iden t (left). Dr. l\1(. L. Lcus ch ncr, editor 

(cen ter) , as Mr. A,. P. Di cit, plant manager ( rig h t), looks on. 

which the Baptist Herald" has now 
been joined at this printing house. 

Newton, Kansas, is a thriving, mid­
western cit y of 15,000 populat ion. The 
corner of Sixth a nd Poplar Streets, 
where the Herald Book a nd Printing 

Hall. Those four buildings, engaged in 
these varied services, are certainJy the 
s trong pillars of any community! 

MENNONITE COl\'IPANY 
The Herald Book and Printing Com­

pa ny is owned and opera ted by a 
group of men who are members of 
the General Conference of the Men­
nonite Church. They represent a de­
nominational fellowship of 60,000 peo­
ple in 260 churches. Their s ize is 
quite s imilar to our North Ameri­
ca n Baptis t Ge neral Conference. The 
Me nnonites are s trong in this area 
of Kansas and surrounding s tates a nd 
have established an enviable r eputation 
of f~rvency of witness and efficiency of 
service. This is typified also in the 
friendly and cooperative spirit shown 
to us by Mr. G. H. Willms, pres ident 
of the compa ny. 

Jn this husy and Chris tion )Jrinting plant in Newton, J( nm .. ns , the "Baptis t Herald" will he prcnnrcd 
by linoty visfH (scntcd a t th e mnchincs)) , Mr. A. P. Dick, plant munng cr, und Miss S usie Wcd~I , 

the official proofreudcr (risrht) . 

Kansas is known as t he geogra phical 
center of the United States. This 
means t hat t he "Baptis t H erald" ought 
to reach many of our subscribers some­
what sooner than heretofore. At anY 
ra te, our publica tion will be dispatched 
pr?m_ptly and efficie ntly from this 
prmtmg house almost at t he cente r of 
our grea t la nd. With the North Arnet+ 
ca n Baptist Semina ry moving from 
Roches ter , N.Y. , to Sioux Falls South 
Da kota , and now with the "Baptis t 
H~rald" farmed out to this Kansas 
prmtmg esta blishment , our denomina-
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RENEW 
Your Subscription 
to the "BAPTIST HERALD." 

$3.50- Reg-uar Subscription 
$3.00-In Churches With t he 

Every Family Subscription Plan 
See your Publication Society 

agent or send your renewal to 
ROGER WILLIAMS PR.ESS 

3734 Pa.yne Ave. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 

"1958 Will Be a Banner Year 
of Reading Blessings for the 

BAPTIST HERALD Family!" 

tion has definitely moved westward, 
closer to t he center of our conferences 
a nd churches. 

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
Every effort will be made by the 

editor a nd printing house to present a 
publica tion in t he "Baptist Herald" 
which will be attrac tive in appearance, 
spiritually rich in content, and excit­
ing with its variety of type for every 
reader to enjoy. This word to the wise 
ought to be sufficient to take care of 
your subscription renewal at once. It's 
going to be a wonderful publishing 
year ahead of us. You will not want 
to miss out on the many good t hings 
to be featured through t he pages of the 
"Baptist Herald" in 1959. 

It is also a good time, jus t before 
Christmas, to order a gift subscript ion 
for a friend or relative. We hope to go 
places and to launch out in some won­
derful spiri tual adventures in 1959, 
and we want YOU to enjoy these bless­
ings with us through t he pages of the 
"Baptist Herald." 

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS 
(Con t inued fr01n pa.ge 11) 

name of t he Society itself is un­
changed. The membership of t he Board 
of Missions is now composed as fol­
lows : each of the nine local confer­
ences e lects one representative; the 
Genera l Conference continues to elect 
the genera l missionary secre ta ry and 
the general treasurer, a nd in addi t ion 
also elects three lay m embers at large. 
This cons t itutes a vot ing membership 
of fourteen. In addition the executive 
secretary and the four dis t rict secre­
ta ries are ex-officio members of the 
Boa rd of Missions without votin g 
rights. The Woma n's Missionary Union 
also a pp o i n ts one representa tive, 
t hough without voting rights. 

The expansion of t he work of the 
General Miss ionary Society has gr eat­
ly increased its administra tive re­
sponsibilities. In view of this , the re­
organization also provided for a direc­
tor of Evangelism and Church Exten­
sion, to whom the duties and responsi­
bi lities in the field of E vangelism a nd 
church extension will be r eferred b ut 
who will serve in the office under the 

November 27, 1958 

From the Professor's Desk 
By Dr. Walter W. Wessel, Professor North American Baptist Seminary, 

Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 

What does the Bible mean w hen i t 
says t hat God is a j eal.ou,s God'! 

The teaching t hat God is a jealous 
God is found particularly in the Old 
Testament. As far back as the 20th 
chapter of Exodus, in connection with 
the second commandment (against 
images) and as a reason for its in­
stitu tion, is t he statement, "for I the 
Lord your God am a jealous God." 
Exodus 34 :14 declares, "For you sha ll 
worship no other god, for the Lord, 
whose name is J ealous, is a jealous 
God," and in the book of the prophet 
Zechal'iah the Lord himself says: "I 
am jealous for Zion with g reat jeal­
ousy, and I am jealous for her with 
great wrath." 

The idea of God's jealousy is not 
lacking in the New Testament. In I 
Corinthians 10 :22, Paul, in admonish­
ing the Corinthians that they could 
not partake both of t he Lord 's cup 
a nd that of demons, adds, "ShalJ we 
provoke the Lord to jealousy?" The 
clea rest passage on this subject in the 
New Testament is found in James 4:6: 
"Or do you suppose it is in vain that 
t he scripture says, 'He yearns jealously 
over the spirit which he has made to 
dwell in us' ?" (RSV). 

The subject under discussion in this 
passage is t he worldl iness or "double­
mindedness" of some of J a mes' readers. 
To be a friend of the world is to be 
an enemy of God. J a mes insists that 
God wi ll not tolerate th is divided al­
leg iance on the part of a Chris t ian 
because he is a jealous God. He s imply 
will brook no rival ! 

It is important to recognize that 
such a phrase as "the jealousy of God" 

dir ection of the general missionary 
secretary as the adminis trative head 
of the General Missionary Society. The 
Board of Miss ions appointed Evan­
gelist Da niel Fuchs as t his firs t di­
rector of Evangelism and Church Ex­
tension, and he will begin his minis t ry 
with J a nua ry 1959. 

SIGNIFICAN'r GOALS 
Thus, t he seventy-fifth anniversary 

of t he General Missionary Society a lso 
ma rks the beginning of a new chapter 
in its organizational setup. Under the 
further guida nce of God's Holy Spirit, 
we desire to move forward in every 
realm of missionary e ndeavor. The op­
portunities and demands arc always 
greater tha n wha t ca n r easonably be 
carried out. Yet with God all things 
a re possible. 

In the next few years, we desire to 
strengthen ou1· present mission fields 
at home and abroad. Evangelism a nd 
Church Extension will r eceive more 
a ttention. The simulta neous revival 
meetings in the early part of 1959 as 

is an a nthropomorphism, as is the 
ascript ion of any human emotion to 
God. The problem here is that in hu­
man relations jealousy usually involves 
malicious ill-will directed towards 
t hose who may b e more fortunate or 
successful t han we. However, it need 
not always have these overtones and 
may even be a positive good as in the 
case of a man who tr uly loves his wife 
and is thus "jealous" of any r ival. This 
seems to be what bot h the Old and 
New Testaments have in mind when 
they speak of t he jealousy of God. It 
is the jealousy of perfect love. 

Especially in t he Old Testament the 
relationship between God and his peo­
ple is likened to t hat of a loving and 
chaste husband to his wife. The 
prophecies of Hosea and J eremiah 
particularly stress this. And as a lov­
ing husband grieves over any unfaith ­
fulness on t he part of his wife, so the 
Lord grieves over the unfaithfulness 
of his people. 

This conception of the jealousy of 
God is rooted in the idea of the sover­
eignty of God. Certainly some of the 
difficulty modern man has in ascrib­
ing jealousy to God stems from his 
lack of recognition of God's sovereign­
ty. The Bible consistently teaches tha t 
God is in complete control of his world 
and of all who dwell t herein. His 
sovereignty extends to all men, but h e 
has speciaJ claims on his people, since 
he has both crea ted a nd redeemed 
t hem. Thus he will not tolerate in 
them worldliness which is divided al­
legiance (James calls it doubleminded­
ness) . He is jealous of his people. But 
we must always r emember that it is a 
jealousy of love. 

part of t he Baptis t Jubilee Advance 
program will mark a good b eginning 
in this phase of work. Our mission sup­
ported churches are being encouraged 
to s trive for gr eater self-support in 
t heir program, and much needs to be 
done in this phase. Our various mis­
sion fields require more missionaries 
more fully to heed the Macedonia n 
call and to win the los t to Christ. Al­
r eady the Board of Missions has set 
a goaJ of 100 missionaries by 1964. May 
it please t he Lord of t he H a rvest to 
hear a nd answer the prayers of his 
servants ! 

We shall not close our ears nor our 
eyes to new mission fields if the Lord 
so directs in the years that lie before 
us. A reorganization has been effected 
for the sole purpose o f becoming more 
e fficient a nd effective in every mis­
s iona ry outreach. Our prayer is t ha t 
God may grant us a n ever-expanding 
horizon a nd an ever greater vis ion of 
the need of t he world for the Christ 
who can meet t hat need a nd whom we 
serve and procla im. 
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hff f/,e h/t)h!Rh What Will "Baptist Men" Do for M~? 
_,-...-- - A Challenge to All Laymen by Mr. Herbert Stabbert of Anaheirrt' Calif., 

B y l\'IRS. ALBERT REDDIG Executive Vice-pres iden t of "Baptist Men." 
President of t he '\-Vomen's Missionary 

Union 

BLESSED ARE THE GRATEFUL 

Cultivating the habit of gra titude 
reaches back into childhood for most 
people, when they were taught always 
to say, "Please" and "Thank you," the 
fundamenta ls of good manners. Per­
haps saying, "Thank you," becomes so 
much a. part of. us t ha t we say it 
automa tically without feeling truly 
thank~ul in our hearts. Gratitude, like 
affectwn, must find expression to be­
come the dynamic force that can trans­
form a life. 

Anyone who tr avels through our 
great land-the United States as well 
as Canada- sees a panorama of weal th 
and beauty unequaled anywhere in the 
wo~ld. I n this land of America to 
wh1_ch ~he Pilgrim fathers bro~ght 
t_he1r thirst f?r fr~edom and rel igious 
liberty, we hve l!ke kings, although 
perhaps we work like slaves. And yet, 
for a!l we have, we have been accused 
of being th e most ungrateful people on 
earth. I t is the persecuted immigrant 
who has found refuge in our land of 
plenty who often opens our eyes to t he 
wonder~ul land which is ours, and to 
t he_ priceless heritage of freedom, 
which we possess but which so often 
we fail to cherish. 

In Deut. 8 :10-14 we read: "And you 
shall eat and be full , and you shall 
bless the Lord your God for t he good 
land he has given you"- . And then 
follows a warning: "Take heed, lest 
you forget the Lord your God by not 
kee_ping his commandmen ts ~nd his 
ordinances and his statutes which r 
command you this day . . ... lest 
when you have eaten and a re full' 
~nd have built goodly houses and Jiv~ 
m them .... you forget t he Lord your 
God." . 

Perhaps at this Thanksgiving sea­
son, we would do well to t ake inven­
tory of ou1· attitudes. Do our Jives 
really give expression to the gratitude 
we profess? Are we truly grateful? 
~ot only for the s imple blessings of 
hfe so freely given by an eve1· loving 
he'.l~enly Fathe1· each day, but for the 
pr1v1lege of Jiving in a land of free­
dom? Or have prosperous Americans 
and Canadians Jiving in "goodly 
houses" forgotten God? Are we grate­
ful enough for the priceless privilege 
of worshipping God as we choose? 

It seems to me, if we really treas­
ured our rich religious heritage, valued 
our chur_ches for what they are, and 
the blessings t hey bring into our Jives 
we would never miss a service. w~ 
would be prompted by sheer gratitude 
to give so generously of our substance 
that no part of our denominational 
program would ever suffer for Jack of 
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The question is asked occasionally, 
"What will a men's organizat ion do 
for me tha t I am not a lready getting 
from our regular church services?" 

We will all readily admit that t here 
is no substitute for t he Sunday serv­
ices and the midweek prayer meetings. 
However, it is also evident that the in­
formal atmosphere in the meetings of 
a Brother hood will tend to develop 
channels of activity t hat are rather 
impractical to carry out in the m ore 
formal services. What a re some of 
t hese? 

First, there is the opportunity for 
the expression of talent. It has been 
discovered tha t men are more prone 
to express themselves and ta ke part 
when surrounded by men than when in 
the midst of a mixed group. P erha ps 
all of us have experienced this fac t at 
t hose times during midweek prayer 
meetings when, on occasion, men meet 
by themselves. Thus, in like manner 
many men have come forth with hid­
den abilities displayed during the meet­
ings of a Brotherhood, and these ta l­
ents in turn dedica ted to the entire 
church program. 

A Brotherhood will also inspire men 
to be active for the cause of Christ. In 
what way? Consecrated men really 
want to do things for t he church and 
in an active Brotherhood many oppor­
tunities come forth that will motiva te 
such action. A Brotherhood can become 
the right arm for a pastor in a vis i­
tation program, or in a movement to 
encourage tithing and stewardship, or 
in banding together in a prayer circle, 
or in a program of bui lding or renova-

funds. No missionary e nterprise would 
ever have to be curtailed, or church 
left unbuilt because t he necessary 
money was unavailable. 

One of t he greatest tests t ha t comes 
to the ind ividual as well as the nation 
is prosperity. In adversity- in poverty, 
we seem to feel closer drawn to God, 
and our capaci ty for gratitude grows. 
We have less for which to give thanks, 
but we are more grateful. If we 
could develop a like capacity for 
gra titude when God has abundantly 
blessed us with materia l wealth, wha t 
wonderful instruments for good and 
bless ings each of us could become-if 
yielding first ou rselves, and then all 
we possess to him ! 

He gave his ALL! Can we give less 
in return? Every day of our Jives we 
are on t he receiving end of God's 
limitless bounty. We ought to be grate­
ful enough to express tha t gratitude 
in loving service wherever he directs. 
Thanksgiving should be "Thanks-liv­
ing." Our lives should show fruits of 
t hankfulness dai ly, for the grate fu l 
truly are blessed ! 

tion of church property in those in­
stances where such work is feasible 
and practical. 

Along with the desire to be active, 
that a Brotherhood will afford, is the 
ma tter of participa tion. Isn't it true 
that an activity is more interesting to 
one if he has had a hand in it? When 
one fee ls that he has had a share in 
the planning and development of any 
movement, he has a sense of belonging 
and accomplishment. Too often t he 
program of a church is in the hands 
of a few, and a Brotherhood can be 
the training school so that more peo­
ple will participate in the program and 
activities of the church. 

Let us also remember the very 
important ma tter of Christian fellow­
ship. There is no substitute for the 
genuine and wholesome fellowship tha t 
can exist among Chris tian men. Per­
ha ps some of us are active in civic 
enterprises; others perhaps in business 
ventures and some in service clubs. 
All of these in one form or another 
offer fellowship, but do not give t he 
sense of well being and satisfaction 
t hat one can receive while in fellow­
ship with men who share that gr eat 
common denominator, namely, Christ 
and for what he s tands. 

Thus, men, if we desire to find ex­
pression for our talents, to be active 
for the cause of Christ, to participa te 
in the program of the church and if 
we wish to enjoy this unique fellow­
ship, then let us support the men's 
organiza tions of our churches. The 
officers of "Baptis t Men" urge you to 
t ake active s teps in this matter. 

CENTENARY OF SCHOOLS 
(Continued f rom page 9) 

t hough principally academic, has a def­
ini te spi ritual and mora l inclination, 
wh ich is an important s ta bilizing fac­
tor in a changing culture. Although 
the Centre at Soppo caters principally 
to Baptist students, in keeping with 
their convictions of religious liberty 
which they have zealous ly safeguarded 
since the ir expulsion from Fernando 
Po, Bap tis ts today admi t o ther s tu­
dents into the Training Centre a llow­
ing them freedom to worship as'they so 
desire. 

The Cameroons is a fast growing na­
t ion which is struggling with change 
and uncertain ty. In th is challenging 
sit uation, Baptis ts are expanding t heir 
educationa l facilit ies, determined to 
provide academic training, determined 
to explain the truth about God, and 
determined to safeguard the individu­
al's right to worship God in accord­
ance with the dictates of his own con­
science. 

BAPl'IST HERALD 

• Rev. Olland Cole, formerly pastor of 
the Pin Oak Creek Church, Mt. Ster­
ling, Missouri, began his new pastorate 
at the Firs t Baptist Church, Osseo, 
Mich., on October 12. This is a church 
of t he American Baptis t Convention. 
His new address is given elsewhere in 
t his issue. 
• The Rabbit Hill Baptist Church near 
Edmonton, Alta., has called Mr. P eter 
Schroeder, student in the Bible Col­
lege of Edmonton's Christian Training 
Institute, as its regular pastor. He 
began his minis try t here on Nov. 1st, 
succeeding Rev. Fred W. P ahl, now 
pastor of Edmonton's Lauderdale 
Church. Mr. Schroeder will continue 
his studies in the Bible College of 
the C. T. I . besides his pastorate at 
the church. 
• The First Baptist Church of Leduc, 
Alta., has a ppointed Mr. Gene Hoch­
hal ter of Missoula, Montana, a st udent 
in the Bible School department of Ed­
monton's Training Institute, as its 
ass istant pastor to Rev. Fred J. Knal­
son. Mr. Hochhalter's responsibility 
will be to serve the Clover Lawn Sta ­
tion a mission of the church, at serv­
ices' and in visitation work. He is being 
licensed by the Leduc Church for this 
ministry at t he Clover Lawn Sta tion. 
• Dr. Kenneth Jones, formerly medi­
cal missiona ry at the Bamenda New 
Hope Settlement in the Southern 
Cameroons West Africa, is taking 
further st~dies in the University of 
Oregon Medical School in Portland, 
Oregon. H e and his wife are members 
of t he Tr inity Baptis t Church of Port­
land, of which Dr. J ohn Wobig is t he 
pas tor. They are also serving the 
"F riendly Chapel" in t he southwest 
section of Portland, which is spon­
sored by the Union Gospel Mission. 
They are g iving spiritual leadership in 
this m ission in a variety of ways and 
with great blessing to those a ttending. 
• On Sunday, October 5, t he Bethan~ 
Baptis t Church , Lethbridge, Alta. , dedi­
ca ted its new parsonage of Jiving and 
dining rooms, 4 bedrooms, s tudy, kitch­
en, ba throom and utility room. The 
total cost was $10,000 excluding vol­
untary labor on t he building. On Sun­
day, Sept. 28, t he church observed its 
H arvest and Mission Festival with 
many visitors in a ttendance. Rev. E d­
ward Hornbacher served as guest 
speaker. The offerings totalled $1021. 
R ecently the 5th sacred concert of t he 
Centra l Baptist Ch urch choir, Edmon­
ton, Alta., was presented under t he di­
rection of Mr. Heinz K leiber. Rev. Her­
bert Hiller of Edmonton, Alta. , w~s 
the guest speaker. Rev. Otto A. Ertis 
is pastor of the Lethbridge Church . 
e The Shroyer Road Bapt ist Church, 
Dayton, Ohio, held a groun~ break!ng 
ceremony for its new educa tional wrng 
on Sunday morning, Oct. 5. Rev. Hel-
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mut H . ~eimer, pastor, and . 
School officials took pa1·t . thChu1 ch · w m e exer-cises. ark on the canst t· . rue 10n of the 
new educat10nal unit has begu 0 
Sunday o t 5 n. n 

. ' c . ' the church a lso took 
cogmzance of Dr H 
b" thd . · · van Berge's 87th 

Ir ay and wished hi G d' · 
blessings for th .

1 
~ 0 s richest 

ahead of hi e pi grimage of life m. 

:f T;~r~l~~i:w~o.d Park Baptist Church 
that its 't . 1 egon, has announced 

pas OI, Rev. Albert Wardin 
r ecently resigned and th t 1 . • · a 1e 1s now 
servmg the chui·ch as i·ts . t . . · t m enm mm-
1s er. From June 8 to August 31 t he 
church was served by R ev. Bruce Rich 
~ the Bethany Church near Portland 

regon, as summer pastor. He is ~ 
1958 graduate of the North A . 
Ba t· t s · mencan 

P is emmary, Sioux F alls S th 
Dakota. . ou 

• . The Firs t Baptis t Church of Self­
ridge, N. _Dak:, has extended a call to 
Rev. David L1~tke of Tampa, Florida. 
He has se_rved m several North Ameri­
?an Baptis t pastorates, t he last hav­
ing been at Bison, Kansas. Mr. Li ttke 
has accepted_ the_ call from Selfridge 
and began his mmistry t here on No­
~ember. 2nd. Mrs. Littke will r emain 
m Florida until the graduation of their 
youngest daughter from high school 
next ~une when she will join her hus­
?and m Selfridge, N. Dak. Mr. Littke 
JS s~cceeding Rev. Bernard Edinger 
at this church. 
• The Central Baptis t Church of Ed­
n:iont_on, Alta., has opened a new rnis­
swn m the area of H olyrood School at 
79th_ Street and 94th Avenue. The first 
sessions of Sunday School and the 
morning worship service were held on 
Sunday, Oct. 5th. On the previous 
Saturd~y, 650 bulletins containing in­
formation about the new Mission Work 
and its spiritual object ives were dis­
tributed in the neighborhood. The Sun­
day mor ning services a re continuing 
to be held in the auditorium of the 
Holyrood School. Rev. Herbert Hille r 
and Rev. E. P. Wahl a re serving as t he 
pastors of the Central Baptis t Church 
and are giving leadership to t his m is­
sion project. 
e On Sunday, Oct. 5, a joint baptismal 
service was held by t he Fi rst Baptist 
Church of Dw·ham, Kansas, and t he 
Strassburg Church near Marion, Kan­
sas, in the E mmanuel Church of 
Marion. Nine converts were baptized 
by Rev. Norman Miller of the Dur­
ham Church and five converts by Rev. 
Charles Littman for the Strassburg 

Have You R en ewed 

Your Subscription to the 
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Church. On Rally Day at the Durham 
Church, the Sunday School totalled 
127 persons. Twenty-six children were 
promoted. From Nov. 3 to 14, evan­
gelistic services - wer e held with Rev. 
and Mr s. Bernard Fritzke of West 
F argo, N. Dak., bringing the messages 
and musical numbers. 
• On the four Wednesday evenings in 
September , Rev. H. John Vanderbeck 
brought a series of studies on Chris­
tian and mental illness in the light 
of God's Word a t the midweek services 
of the Bethel Baptist Church, Ana­
heim, California. The general theme 
was "Pathways to P eace." The four 
individual study them es were: Mental 
Illness Versus Health ; The Brain and 
I ; Demon Possession and Sin; and The 
Christian View. The services proved 
to be very popular and inspiring for 
t he large audiences. On Sunday eve­
nings, Mr. Vanderbeck is bringing a 
series on the Gospel of John e nt itled, 
"Walking With Christ." 
o Four laymen and the pastor, Rev. 
Bernard Edinger, of the Grace Baptist 
Church, Gackle and Alfred, N . Dak ., 
ran· a Christian advertisement in the 
local pa per during the "Grain S how'' 
of the community. The ad called atten­
tion to the fact tha t the church is 
sowing "the incorruptible seed of t he 
Word of God, cultivating the tender 
plant of youth and harvesting t he 
fruits of the Spirit." An invitation to 
the church services was also included. 
F avorable comments were received by 
people of the community to these 
unique "Grain Show" ads. 
• The First Baptist Church, Lorraine, 
Kansas, held its H arvest and Mission 
F estival on Sunday, Oct. 19, with Dr. 
Frank H. Woyke of Forest Park, Ill. , 
executive secretary, as guest speaker. 
The missiona ry offerings at the serv­
ices amounted to slightly more t han 
$10,000, all designated for our denomi­
national work and mission fields. "Bap­
tist Men" of the ch urch were in charge 
of t he evening ser vice. Mr. William 
Sies, president, and other officers had 
arranged the program and musical 
numbers were rendered by a men's 
quartet and by Arthur Kruse, soloist. 
Rev. Harold W. Gieseke, pastor, is 
br inging his minis try at t he Lorraine 
Church to a close on November 30. On 
January 1, 1959, he will officially as­
sume his new position as general secre­
tary of the denomina tional Board of 
Education and Publica tion. 
• On Tuesday evening, Sept. 30, more 
than 1600 Albertans wished their 
premier, t he Honorable E. C. Manning, 
a "H a ppy B irthday." The occasion was 
a birthday party held in t he Jubilee 
Auditorium of Edmonton, Alta., to 
mark the premier's 50th birthday. It 
was not "a Social CJ·edit celebration. 
but a province-wide, public birthday 
party in honor of a man who has de­
voted 23 years of his life to the public 
service," as s tated by the Honornble 
Fred Colborne, master of ceremonies. 
A biographical booklet on Premier 
Manning's li fe was also distributed on 

(Continued. on pa.ge 24! 
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A TEACHING GUIDE 

Date : December 7, 1958 
Theme : J esus' l\'Iatchless Power 

Scripture: Mark 5 :1-13 
THE CENTRAL THOUGHT: The 

power of Jesus Chr ist is more t ha n a 
defens ive power; it is a n overcoming 
power . 

INTRODUCTION: All of us a re 
acqua inted with the power of s in. We 
see i t a ll around us. It is not only evi­
dent in drunka rds, in t hieves, in hood­
lums and in murderers. Much of it is 
manifest in a more hypocritical form 
in the respectable neighborhoods, in 
the homes and in the churches. To 
some degree a ll of us have expe r ienced 
the power of s in in our lives a nd the 
overwhelming sense of helplessness in 
trying to break its hold. 

There is, first of a ll, the struggle 
wit h the power of past sin. It cannot 
be ignored; it cannot be e rased ; it can­
not be forgot ten. T here is no huma n 
power capable of deal ing with it. Only 
as we cry, "God be merciful un to m'?, 
a s inner," will we find forgiveness in 
the power of Christ's a toning Jove on 
the Cross. 

After forgiveness, t here is also the 
s truggle wi th t he sin tha t bese ts us 
da ily. We feel too weak to perform t he 
good a nd not strong enough to refrain 
from evil. (Romans 7 :15-25) . De livec­
ance is found only in tota l sur render to 
Christ and his power. 

I . J ESUS' MATCHLESS P OWER 
OVER THE F ORCES OF NA­
TURE. Mark 4 :36-41. 

We fee l like one of the saints who 
prayed for help while he reminded 
God, "Your sea is so great and my boat 
is so sma ll." T he impor tan t t hing is not 
how big the sea is or how li ttle ou!· 
boat is. If Christ is with us in our 
fra il boat, we need not be terrified of 
t he sea. "All power is given unto me 
in heaven and on earth" said J esus, and 
t here are therefore no natural or hu­
ma n circumstances beyond his control. 

(Even though the a bove is not in our 
printed lesson, we wish to illus trate 
man's helplessness as he fi nds himself 
caught between the materia l forces 
without and the evil forces within. ) 

II. MAN'S P OWERLESSNESS. Mark 
5:1-7. 

The phrases, "no man could bind h im" 
a nd "neither could any man tame 
him," seem lo indicate that super-hu ­
man efforts were made to help and 
control this man in one way or another 
until all hope was lost. T herefore when 
Jesus a ppeared, he was afraid that 
more of this type of help would in­
crease the suffering of his tormented 
mind and body. He wanted no more 
human experiments; he had them a ll. 

III. JESUS' MATCHLESS P OWER. 
Mark 5 :8-13. 

Jesus knew that t his man did not 
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need more binding a nd t aming, but 
cleans ing and freedom . A mind pos­
sessed of evil spirits cannot be bound 
or tamed. The only cure is a new mind 
- the mind of Chris t. The surpris ing 
thing is the gent leness which J esus ex­
pressed in dealing wit h this type of 
violence. H e does no t refer to the man 
as a g reat s inner or a hypocri te. T here 
is a ma rked d ifference in the way Je­
sus spea ks to t he scribes and P harisees 
in Matthew 23 a nd the way he speaks 
to t his possessed a nd helpless creature. 
T he Lord s imply says, "Come out of 
the man t hou unclean spirit," g iving 
h im hop~ for a new spirit. And in the 
ques tion, "Wha t is thy name?" he sees 
t he promise of a new na me. 

A TEACH ING GUIDE 
Date: December 14, 1958 

Theme : J esus Shares His Minis try 
Scripture: Ma rk 6 :6b-13 

THE CE NTRAL THOUGHT: J esus 
not only ha d a uthority a nd ta ugh t wi th 
a uthority ; he a lso knew how to dele­
gate a u thori ty. 

I NTRODUCTION: T he mos t tragic 
t h ing is to look out on a ll the spiritual 
and physica l needs of the world and 
to realize how l ittle time and help there 
a re a vaila ble to fu lfill these needs. 
It must have been with a great hear t 
of love a nd sympa thy, a nd yet with 
a sense of helplessness, t hat Jesus 
"looked upon the mult it ude and was 
moved wit h compassion on them be­
cause they fainted, a nd were sca ttered 
a broad as sheep having no shepherd" 
(Matt. 9 :36) . What a great ha rvest 
field, a nd wha t a shortage of la borers ! 

Here is a n opportunity for the most 
worthy service, the most r ewa rding 
service a nd the most necessary service, 
but pe~ple are still more in terest ed in 
being served t ha n in serving. Ma ny 
Chris tians ar e good a t listening, at 
pra ying, a t giv ing, yet t hey hesita t e t o 
go through the discipline of Christia n 
tra ining for g reater service. The re is 
no doubt that Chr ist needs your pray­
ing a nd your g iving, but most of a ll he 
needs YOU. Sha re your possessions 
with J esus as we ll as your li fe, and 
you will find that Chr ist has much 
more to share with you. 

I. J ESUS AS T H E GR EAT TEACH­
E R. Mark 6 :1-6. 

Even the best a nd g reatest teacher 
can do nothing where t he mind a nd 
heart are closed. It must have been 

S. S. LESSON EDITOR 
T he edi tor of t h is page, "Sun­

day Sch ool Lessons," is Rev. 
B runo Schreiber, who lives at 
t he address : J026 S. H a rvey, Oak 
Park, Illinois . 

a great disappoint ment to J esus to 
have his best fr iends a nd loved ones 
reject h is work and his word. Beyond 
the fact that he was a car penter , t hey 
saw nothing unusua l in him. Because 
of t heir unbelief, even with all h is 
power, Chr ist could do nothing. 

But to those who were teachable, 
Jesus was t he greatest Teacher. "Nev­
er man spake like th is man" said t he 
officers. (J ohn 7 :46). T hey were so 
spellbound by his words that they for ­
got t heir mission. "H eaven a nd earth 
sha ll pass away" said J esus, "but my 
words shall never pass away" (Mark 
13 :31). Often it is easy to forget wha t 
ot hers said. It is d ifficu lt t? forget 
what Jesus said. J esus' teachmg does 
not merely change your intellec tual 
a nd relig ious ou tlook; it cha nges your 
li fe! 

II. J ESUS' TEACHER T RAI NING 
CL ASS. Mark 6 :7-11. 

Never was the re a more concentrat­
ed course for prepar ing men for t he 
Gospel ministry. Not only did J esus 
wish to impart Christian truth to h is 
disciples; more than anythin? _else ~e 
wished to impart h is own Spmt. Phil­
ips Brooks, who was a gi:ea t .:eacher as 
well as a preacher, said: T he t rue 
me thod of teaching religion is w here 
the personality of the teacher invades 
the persona lity of the sc~ola~'. T he ?b­
ject of all Christia n teach mg 1s to br mg 
Chr is t to men. Never t each a soft , easy 
Chris tianity. The easy fa it~s have be~n 
the weak fa i ths. It is easier to excite 
fanaticism than to build a quiet stead­
fast faith." T his cou rageous kind of 
teaching demands courageous scholars ! 

III. THE MESSAGE AND MISSION 
OF THE TWELVE. Mark 6 :12-13. 

J esus did not prepare his disciples to 
preach profound sermons a nd to de­
liver learned theological discourses. 
T hey were to minister to the immedi­
ate spiritual a nd physica l needs of me n 
--repentance a nd healing. The mes­
sage was u rgent! Souls were being 
lost ! T herefore t hey were not to be 
ha mpered by u nnecessary baggage, nor 
be concerned as to w here to s tay, nor 
waste too much t ime ar guing with peo­
ple who do not accept t he Gospel. 

MARCH OF EVENTS 
(Continii,ed f rom page 2) 

the jewel-encrusted cross, placed near 
t he stone, a nd on the scarlet, purple, 
blue and ma roon velvet hoods of t he 
robed clergymen who marched with 
civic a nd academic guests in slow 
procession to seats in fron t of the 
draped platform where the P resident 
stood. Ten t housand were seated along 
Riverside Drive. Speaking as chairma n 
of the board of Morningside Heights 
I nc., where t he new center is r is ing, 
David Rocke feller predicted t hat "475 
Riverside Drive" will be a n address 
known t he world over. H is father, J ohn 
D . Rockefeller Jr., provided the block­
square site for the buildi ng plus a g ift 
of $2,650,000 toward the 20 mill ion 
dollars it will cost. 

BAPTIST HERALD 

Ridgemont Church 
of Michigan 

Dedicates Its $300,000 
Edifice 

By Margaret Stephens 
of the Ridgemont Baptist Church, 

East Detroit, Mich. T he n ewly dcdicntcd building of tl1e Ridgcmon t Bnptis l Church, Enst 
Det roit, lllich. , with Rev. Otto Pntzin nnd nc... John Ziegler scn;ng 

as J>nstor s. 

We of the R idgemont Baptist 
Church, East Detroit , Mich., wish to 
share with you a few of t he many 
blessings received dur ing our church 
dedication services, which began on 
October 1, a nd extended th rough Oc­
tober 5 1958. It is through much 
prayer ~nd sacr ifice that the Lord has 
enabled us to erect a la rger and more 
beau tiful " house of worship" for the 
fur thera nce of his Kingdom. 

BU ILDING P ROGRAM 
The Ridgemont Baptis t Churc~. lo­

cated in East Detroit, Michjgan, is the 
former Conner Avenue Church of De­
troit. In t he yea r 1955, we, as. a 
church, saw the ne:d fo~· expansi~n 
s ince our congr egat10n '' as steacli Y 
increasing and space was constantly 
diminishing. We were unable to ~d~ke 
any addition to t he church buil mg 
due to Jack of property. 

After much searching, a large sec­
t ion of land was purchased in East De· 
troit and, shortly a fter , the Conner 
Church proceeded '~ith the _construe~ 
t ion of the Educa tional Um t of th 
presen t Ridgemon t Baptist Church. 
Immediately a fter complet_ion ?f. ~h~ 
Educational UnH t he E ngl ish d1v1s10 
of our bilingual congregat ion, com­
posed of Germa n and E ng_lish,_ wa_s 
transfe rred to the new loca t10n m 01 -
der to spread t he Gospel of Christ in 
t hat area. Many fami lies were se.pa­
rat ed because of t he spli t congregat10n. 
Consequently, relying on faith alon:. 
we ventured into erecting the new ed1-
fice for the purpose of reuniting as 
quickly as possible. 

Alt hough t here were many c~nt_ro~ 
versies connected with the bu1Jd111., 
program, including t he sale of the 
Conner Church, b lessings were no-~ 
den ied us for the Lord was aiw~y_, 
faithful to guide in all matters. Wi th 
the a id of a n able contractor, Mr. A. 
Semm ler, a member of our church, the 
support by members wi th p~·ayers and 
sufficient finances, the entire church 
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building was completed in April 1958 
at an approximate cost of S300,000 and 
the first services were held on Easter 
Sunday. 

The entire church body awaited this 
day w ith great anticipation and it was 
an Easter Sunday filled with a double 
portion of gratitude to an ever loving 
and kind Savior, wit hout whose help 
we would not have been able to accom­
plish such a great undertakjng. 

DEDICATION SE RVICES 

On Wednesday, October 1st, we be­
gan our dedication services with a 
powerful prayer meeting which inaug­
urated the success of the ent ire dedi­
cation festivities. Thursday evening 
was "Family Night," at which pro­
gram all families present sat together. 
1\Iovies and slides were shown by our 
pastor, Rev. 0. Patzia, covering the 
complete building program from t he 
ground breaking. Two guest speakers 
presided that evening in the persons of 
Rev. A. Braun of the First Baptist 
Church, Centerline, Michigan, and R ev. 
A. Luck of the Bethel Baptist Church, 
Windsor, Ontario. 

The official ded ication took place 
Friday evening. Many guest preachers 
conveyed their congratulations and 
ma ny friends from our sister churches 
attended this event. The young people 
of Ridgemont held a banquet Saturday 
evening. Our assistant pastor, Re,·. J. 
Ziegler , supplied the "Spiritual Food" 
at that function. Sunday was a day of 
great expectations, awaited by all. Re,·. 
J. c. Gunst, denominational promotion­
a l secretary, who was guest of honor 
during our period of dedication, brought 
the message in both the German and 
English services on Sunday morning. 

various activities continued through­
out the day. At the evening service, a 
musical program was rendered by all 
church choirs, including Rev. A. Luck's 
choir from Windsor. Mr. Gunst con­
c luded these wonderful dedication serv-

ices by presenting a short but heart­
stirring message at the close of Sun­
day evening's program. 

T HIS H OUSE OF W ORSHIP 

Our dedication services will long 
be remembered. It is only through our 
Savior's grace and love t hat we have 
acquired a beautiful new church build­
ing and have already experienced such 
blessed times in Christian fellowship. 
We, the Ridgemont Baptist Church, 
the pastor, Rev. Otto Patzia a~d the 
assistant pastor, Rev. John Ziegler, 
hope and pray that our Lord Jesus 
Christ will continue to make us a 
blessing to all who enter our "house of 
worship" that we as church may 
grow, physically and spilitually, and 
that every individual member might 
be an ardent soul winner and shining 
light as we walk our daily path, until 
the day we see our Savior face to face. 

BAPTIST BRIEFS 
( Continii,ed fl'om page 2) 

a goal of at least 1200 churches and 
preaching stations by the time of the 
50th annjversary meeting five years 
hence. 
O Seminary H oatls Named. Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, F ort 
Worth, Texas, has elected Rev. Robert 
E. Naylor as president to succeed the 
la te J. Howard Williams. Dr. Naylor, 
pastor of the Travis Avenue Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth, had been chair­
man of the semjnary's board of trus­
tees. A native of Oklahoma, he re­
cei\·ed a Master of Theology degree 
from Southwestern in 1932. Another 
Southern Baptist theological school, 
the Carver School of Missions and So­
cial Work at Louisville, Ky., has in­
stalled Rev. Nathan C. Brooks, Jr., as 
its president. Mr. Brooks was pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Pensa­
cola Florida, and is a graduate of 
Southern Seminary. 
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Plum Creek Church's 7Sth Anniversary 
Report of Festive Days at the Plum Creek Baptist Church Near E mery, S. Dal<., by Mrs. Bennie Fauth 

The Plum Creek Baptist Church of 
Emery, S. Dak., celebrated its 75th 
anniversary from Oct. 11 to 13, with 
the theme, "Marks of a Living 
Church." 

EARL Y H ISTORY 

Among the people who immigrated 
and settled in the southern part of 
South Dakota in 1880 were a number 
of Baptists. These Christian people 
had worship services in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Mehlhaff. Rev. F. 
Reichle of the Emmanuel Creek Bap­
tist Church, now Danzig, served these 
Christian people. 

The field became too large for one 
pastor, so this group of Christians 
decided to organize a local church 
fellowship. On June 9, 1883, they or­
ganized as the Plum Creek German 
Baptist Church, with four stations, 
namely, Plum Creek, Bridgewater, 
Menno and Klum, a nd with 88 charter 
members. They were recognized on 
October 13, 1883 by our North Ameri­
can Baptist denomination. 

feed this flock. The following men 
have served our church: Rev. J . 
Croeni, 1883-1885; Rev. J . Staub, 1885-
1887; Rev. F. Muller, 1887-1889; Rev. 
C. Regier, 1889-1892; Rev. A. Liebig, 
1892-1903; Rev. H. Hilzinger, 1904-
1905; Rev. J. P feiffer, 1907-1913; Rev. 
W. Buenning, 1913-1919; Rev. C. Dip-

Freeman, S. Dak., with 320 people at­
tending. Our pas tor, Rev. W. Potratz 
was toastmaster. A highlight of the 
banquet was the viewing of a film 
which was taken about thirty years 
ago showing church activities of that 
day in the Dakota Conference and a 
young people's conference at our 

A small church was built with Fred 
Beier as the supervisor and with the 
help of the members. It was dedicated 
on Oct. 17, 1883. Rev. J. C. Grimme!, 
the general mission secretary, was the 
guest speaker. Rev. H. L. Dietz of 
Milwaukee, Wis., served as moderator 
and Rev. F. Reichle from the Em­
manuel Creek Church was the secre­
tary. There was great joy, thanks­
giving and Christi an fellowship 
throughout the day. The joy of the 
Lord was their strength. ''To Hold 
Forth the Word of Life" was their 
ambition and goal. 

Members of tJ1e P lum Creek Baptis t Church and Sundny School, Emery, South Dakotn, in ntlendnnce 
at Ute 1957 T hanksgivin g Dny scr"icc. 

Through the years the Lord gave our 
church saintly pas tors to lead and 

pel, 1921-1927; Rev. B. Luebeck, 1928-
1930; Rev. E. Gutsche, 1930-1937; Rev. 
J. C. Kraenzler, 1938-1943; Rev. G. W . 
Rutsch, 1943-1950; Rev. A Braun, 1951-
1954; Rev. W. Potratz, 1954- . 

The celebration began on Saturday 
evening with the anniversary banquet, 
which was held in the Pioneer Hall a t 

Rev. W illis Potratz (3rd from left), pastor of the Plum Cre!'k Baptist Church , Emery, S. Dnk., 
and former 1iastore nt the church's 75th anni versary 11rog-rnm. 

Left to right: Re''· E. Gutsche, Re\'. G. W. Ruts ch, Rev. Willis Potratz, Rev, A. Braun, Rev. J. C. 
Krnenzlcr nnd I!cv. B. lltcnnnn. 
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church. It also brought back to us a 
number of the deceased, former pas­
tors of the P lum Creek Church. God's 
presence was evident as Dr. M. L . 
Leuchner brought the keynote mes­
sage on "Christ, Our Cornerstone." 

SUNDAY'S FESTI VITIES 
On Sunday a large crowd attended 

both the forenoon and afternoon serv­
ices. Mrs. G. W. Rutsch of Sacramento 
Calif., and Rev. A. Braun of Cente~ 
Line, Mich., spoke in the Sunday 
School hour while Dr. Leuschner 
brought the message for the worship 
service on "A Christ Honoring People." 
Rev. G. W. Rutsch of Sacramento 
Calif., brought t he message on Sunday 
afternoon, "A Holy People." Pastors 
from eleven neighboring churches 
brought anniversary greetings and 
challenges to the church. 

In the evening service Rev. J. c. 
Kraenzler .. of Sumner, Iowa, gave t he 
~essage, A United People." The a n­
niversary choir a nd special groups 
brou_ght messages in song at each 
service. Our Sunday mission offering 
amounted to $627.07. 

Tears of joy and gratitude flowed 
freely on Monday morning as mem­
bers. _and f?rl'.1er members spent an 
hour m testifymg of the blessings that 
had come to them through this church. 
The message was brought by Rev. E. 

(Continued on page 2fi) 
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Minnetrista Church at Its 1 OOth Milestone 
Report of the Centenar y Jubilee of the Minnetrista Baptist Church, 

St. Bonifacius, Minn., by Mrs. Wm. F . Maas 

It is a memorable experience for any 
church to reach the lOOth milestone of 
its his tory. The Minnetrista Baptist 
Church of St. Bonifacius, Minn., is the 
fir st church of the Minnesota confer­
ence to observe its centennial. 

It was in the year 1856 that several 
German families came to St. Boni­
facius, Minnesota, from Dayton, Ohio. 
With a faith in God and a hope to suc­
ceed, they at once set out to build their 
homes, the lumber for which had to be 
hewn from the trees of t he forest. In 
1858 eight Baptists decided to organize 
themselves as a German Baptist 
Church. 

P ASTORS OF THE CHU RCH 
Much prayer and work preceded the 

plans for our centennial. The entire 
church sanctuary and church dining 
room have been completely redecorat­
ed the kitchen remodeled and a new 
f~nace installed. 

The following have served our 
church as pastors : Rev. John Wendt, 
1858-1876, and 1880-1883; Rev. F. 
Berndt, 1876-1878; Rev. C. Langlotz, 
1883-1895; Rev. H. Bens, 1895-1801; 
Rev. F. H. He inem ann, 1901-1937; Rev. 
August Lutz, 1938-1947; Rev. Ralph 
Lutter, 1948-1952; and Rev. D. S. Wipf 
1953-1957. 

Friday evening, October 3rd, marked 
the opening of our centennial observ­
ance with a fellowship dinner. Choruses 
were sung, greetings and reminiscences 
were brought by the officers of the 
church organizations and members. The 
special musical numbers rendered were 
inspiring and one truly felt "How 
Great Thou Art." Edward Beise pre­
sented the Sunday School with a 
plaque. Rev. Thomas H arfst, our in­
terim pastor, brought the message, "Be 
s trong and of good courage" (Joshua 
1 :1-11) . 

SUND AY'S FESTIVITIES 
Sunday we were happy to welcome 

former pastors, friends and neighbors 
to our centennial services. Our Sunday 
School met in the church auditorium. 
A Sunday School Bulletin Board given 
in memory of Elmer Thurk was dedi­
cated. 

At the morning worship service Dr. 
Martin L. Leuschner of Forest Park, 
I ll. brought a challenging message, 
"G~ ye and learn what that meaneth" 
(Matthew 9 :13). After the morning 
service, dinner was served in the 
church dining room. 

In the afternoon congratulatory mes­
sages were read and we were pleased 
to hear from ou1· former pastor, Rev. 
August Lutz. Personal greetings were 
extended by Rev. Ralph Lutter and 
Rev. David Wipf, former pastors, by 
Rev. David Guston, former interim 
pastor, and other ne ighboring confer­
ence pastors. 

Dr. Martin L. Leuschner brought an 
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A most colorfu l ]Ijstor ical exhibit 
was shown at the l\'finnetrista 
Church's Centena ry Jubilee, review­
ing the churcl1's history in the early 
days with remarkable effectiveness. 

hers and friends of the Minnetrista 
Baptist Church was read. 

Brother Edward Beise, who is 86 
years old a nd our oldest member, led 
us in a German prayer which was 
unique as were two songs sung by the 

Officers of tJ1c Minnetrista Ba1>lisl Church, St. Boni facius, Minn., ot its Centenary Jubilee festivities. 

outstanding message on t he "Blessings 
of Goodness" (Psalm 20) . Through the 
beautiful stained glass window came 
rays of sunlight as if the Lord was giv­
ing his special blessing to his Word. 

The Birthday Offering a mounting to 
S252 is to be used for Church Exten­
sion. "We give today that some new 
church might be born tomorrow." 

CLOSI NG SONG FESTIVAL 

The old t ime Song F est which open­
ed the evening service filled the church 
with unanimous praises to God. A con­
gratulatory message from President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to the mem-

mixed chorus, "Grosser Gott, wir loben 
Dich" and "Das Leben gleicht dem 
Sommertag." 

We praise God for our inter im pas­
tor, Rev. Thomas Harfst, and h is wife. 
During their ministry \vith us they 
hav~ faithfully and earnestly proclaim­
ed the word of God. 

As we begin our second century, it 
may be that on some dark tomorrow 
when these glorious hours are but a 
fading afterglow, we will be confront­
ed with problems. We know not what 
the future holds, but this we know, 
"Jesus Never Fails." 

teachers nnd officers of the Minnelristn B"n . 
the interim pnstor. Rev. 1'homns Hurfst, irt lt1•1·t Church, St. Bonifacius. J\1inn . . with 

tc. front row. c enter. 
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Pacific Conference 
Sunday School Week, 

F irst Church, Lodi, Calif. 
T he Sunday School of the First Bap­

tist Church, Lodi, Calif., is under the 
very able leadership of Mrs. Dorothy 
Dehr. A total of 63 officers and teach­
ers are working fa ithfully to teach 
the Gospel to a n enrollment of 596 per­
sons, young and old. For three days 
prior to Sunday School Week, many 
of our officers and teachers were able 
to a ttend t he Sunday School Fair at 
Turlock, Calif., sponsored by the Gos­
pel Light Press. 

Promotion Sunday began Sun day 
School Week at our church. Many boys 
and girls received their attendance 
pins. Three of our students have at­
tained high honors for attendance. La­
Vonne Zimmerman received an eleven 
year pin; her sister, Wanda Zimmer­
man, received a ten year pin; and 
Douglas Woehl received a ten year pin. 

On Sunday evening all teachers and 
officers were recognized, and our pas­
tor, Rev. G. Rauser, gave us a chal ­
lenging message. Wednesday evening 
found a majority of the teachers and 
officers in prayer meeting, and on 
Friday evening both old and new 
teachers and officers had a potluck 
dinner at the church. A fine program 
was prepared with Sheldon Clements, 
Youth For Christ Director for the 
Lodi-Stockton area, as guest speaker. 

Mrs. Leonard Fischer, Reporter 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
At Elk Grove, Calif. 

On Oct. 12 a t the First Baptis t 
Church, Elk Grove, Calif., Mr. a nd 
Mrs. John Fizer celebrated their Gold­
en Wedding Anniversary. They were 
married Oct. 15, 1908. As the guests 
entered the church t hey signed the 
guest book, with Miss Grace Rauser 
in charge. Mrs. Ed Neher played "I 
Love You Truly" at the organ and the 
Wedding March was played as the 
honored couple was ushered to the 
platform by their daughter, Mrs. 
Martha Fizer TilJet, and their son, 
Delbert Fizer. Rev. W. W . Knauf then 
read Psalms 127 and congratulated 
Mr. and Mrs. John Fizer. 

About 1947 they became mem­
bers of t he First Baptist Church of 
Elk Grove. A solo was sung by Mrs. 
J ohn Wagemann . Master of ceremony 
was Mr. Frank Veninga. He stated 
Mr. and Mrs. Fitzer have had 8 sons 
and daughters, of whom 6 are stiJJ 
living. For the last 22 years they have 
lived in the Elk Grove area. Those giv­
ing congratulations were Senior Dea­
con, Ed Schuh; Sunday School, H enry 
Rauser; Ladies' Missionary Society, 
Mrs. Ed Kamm~rer ; Men's Fellowship, 
Ed Neher. The Men's Quartet sang 
"Beautiful Threads of Gold." A read­
ing for the occasion was read by Mrs. 
Fred Heitzmann. 

Mrs. Leonard Fandrich, Reporter 
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Youth Activiti<es a t First Church, 
Lodi, Calif. 

T he young people of the First Bap­
tist Church, Lodi, Calif., under th.e 
leadership of Connie Locke as !?resi­
dent, together with the other officers, 
are looking forward to another year of 
joy and blessing as they wor~ . !or 
their Lord. The summer act1VIt1es 
were climaxed with a swim party to 
which Temple Baptist, Elk Grove F irst 
and Willow Rancho young people were 
invited. The fall activities are in full 
swing. Many of our young people at­
tend prayer meeting regularly. A good 
number belong to the choir. A Youth 
Choir of an average of 25 voices has 
been practicing for some time. An 
increasing number of them are teach­
ing Sunday School classes, and many 
of t hem belong and attend weekly 
Bible Club meetings sponsored by t he 
"Youth for Christ" of th is area. 

Recently several carloads of them 
traveled to Placerville for a day's work 
at Phil Thatcher's Youth Camp, a 
cam p for delinquent boys a nd girls. 
This is a faith work and the young 
people donated a day's labor toward 
the improvement of the camp. 

Mrs. Leonard Fischer, Reporter 

Northwestern Conference 
Bapt ist Church, Victor, Iowa 

Celebrates 55th Anniversary 
The Baptist Church of Victor, Iowa, 

observed its 55th anniversary on Sun­
day, Oct. 12. The nucle us of t his gr~up 
had its inception ma ny years earher, 
in fact about 82 years ago. Growth 
of the 'early group was not rapid on 
account of the small German-speak­
ing population in the rural community, 
and it r emained a missionary church 
for a number of years. 

Dr. George A. Lang, president of our 
Seminary at Sioux F alls, S. Dak., was 
guest speaker. We were pleased to 
welcome Mrs. Lang as well as other 
friends of the church to the services 
which were held morning and evening. 
Messages from the Word of God 

Mr. nnd Mrs. J ohn F izer of E lk Grove, Calif., 
ut th eir golden wedding nnniversnry celebration 

in the First Dn1itisb Church of Elk Gro,·c. 

were entitled "Remember" and "For 
Times Like These" and brought to our 
hearts memories of blessings received 
in God'~ House over the years, as well 
as causmg us to resolve prayerfully to 
look to our heavenly Father for con­
tinued direction in the years ahead. 

Mrs. H. G. Folkerts, Reporter. 

Iowa Association Sessions 
At Baileyvill<e, III., Chul'Ch 
"Lord, Send the Old Time Power, 0 

Lord, Our Faith Renew." These were 
the words sung with our voices and 
the prayer echoed in our hearts as the 
annual session of the Iowa Associa­
tion convened in Baileyville Illinois 
Oct. 6 to 8. ' ' 

The theme was chosen from Acts 
1 :B, deali:ig ~ith the Holy Spirit and 
his function m our lives. Our guest 
speakers, Dr. F. H. Woyke, Missionary 
Earl Ahrens and Rev. J . C. Gunst, to­
gether with the local pastors presented 
challenging and inspirational messages. 
. Dr. :Voyke also brought us an en-
hght~nmg report on his trip to the 
Baptist World Alliance meetings in 
Switzerland in August. On Tuesday 
afternoon Mr. Walter Grosser was 
guest speaker at the Laymen's Hour 
and on Wednesday afternoon the Wo­
men's Missionary Union program was 
held with Missionary Earl Ahrens 
br inging us a vivid picture of what we 
are doing on t he m ission fie ld. 

Rev. Emmanuel Wolff was elected 
moderator for t he coming year with 
R ev. K. Marqua rdt, vice moderator , 
Rev. R. Dickau, secretary, and Louis 
J ohnson as treasurer. It was unani­
mously voted to attend the Central 
Baptist Church of George, Iowa, for 
our 1959 Association. 

Mrs. F red Schmidt, Reporter 

Central Conference 
Reception for Church MissiO'nary 

At La nsing, Mich. 
On Sunday evening, Oct. 12, the 

Colonial Village Baptist Church, Lans­
ing, Mich. , surprised its church mis­
sionary, Miss Bonnie Morgan, with a 
reception in r ecognition of her ten 
years of faithful a nd fruitful service 
r endered to the church. 

Rev. Aaron Buhler conducted the 
evening service in the usual way, 
bringing his sermon, but suddenly he 
stopped and called Miss Morgan to the 
platform for some comment a bout the 
young people's work. Before she cou.ld 
start, he announced that the president 
of the Woman's Mission Circle would 
speak_ first. She did, announcing the 
occas10n, a nd had Mrs. Pickett pin a 
corsage on her. Then followed a few 
brie! remarks from Richard J onak, 
president of the youth society; Mr. 
Dachtler, superintendent of the Sun­
day School; and Art Boldt, chairman of 
t he Deacon Board. 

Rudolph Kwast then presented her 
with a gift of money from the church 
and a set of books from the deacon 

BAPTIST HERALD 

R em ember -
Your R en ewal to the 
BAPTIST HERALD. 

board. This was folJowed by a time for 
refreshments in the F ellowship Hall 
attended by 300 persons. 

- Rev. Ewald A. Roloff, Reporter 

Dedication of Napier Parkview 
ChUTch, Benton Harbor 
The week of dedication services for 

the Napier Parkview Baptist Church 
of Benton Harbor, Mich., formerly the 
Clay Street Baptist Clrnrch, of which 
the Rev. William Hoover is pastor, was 
observed October 12-19. 

The opening day was devoted to a 
missionary emphasis. R ev. Walter Su­
k ut, missionary to Japan, emphasizing 
for eign missions a nd Rev. L. H. Broek­
er pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
st'. Joseph, Mich., represented the 
cause of home missions. 

Open house was held Sunday after­
noon at which t ime over 600 visitors 
were conducted through the building 
by a corps of competent guides trained 
to point out t he salient features of t he 
building. . 

The Allen organ recently installed m 
the church was dedicated T uesday 
night. The guest organist was Don 
Husted, director of music at the Moody 
Bible Institute, Chicago, Ill . 

Family Night was held on Wednes­
day. A total of 519. people taxed the 
capacity of the dining parlors of the 
church. Following the meal, colo'.ed 
slides were shown of the c~nstruct10n. 
of the church from the first power 
shovel-ful of dirt dug out of t he base­
ment to the finished, decorated a nd 
landscaped church. 

Rev. Edwin MiJler, pastor of the 
P a rma Heights Baptist church of 
Cleveland, Ohio, spoke Thu~-sday Cl;t 
Sunday School and Youth Night. His 
challenging message ~vas p~-eceded by 
a dedication service 111 which all the 
organizations of the Sunday School 
and church were fully represen ted .. 

Comm unity Night on Satw·day ag8:m 
taxed the seating capacity of th~ d_m­
ing parlors, with 464 people sitting 
down together for a sumptuous ban­
quet. T he pastor, presiding, introduced 
M1·. W ilbur Smith, mayor of Bent.on 
Harbor a nd acknowledged the 111-
debtedness of the church to many 
prominent business men who were 
present as special guests. 

Sunday, the final day, was filled to 
overflowing with good t hings. The 
speaker at its three services was Rev. 
J. C. Gunst of Fon-est Park, Ulinois. 
The actual dedication of t he church 
occurred at t he afternoon service, the 
third in the church's existence of 49 
years. The associate pastor, the Rev. R. 
Shepley, offered the prayer of dedi­
cation. 

Special music, instrumental and vo­
cal, enhanced every service. The youth 
and adult choirs, as well as individ­
uals , made frequent cont ribu tions in 
music. 

The N apier P a rkview Baptist church, 
located at the heart of a r a pidly grow­
ing residential section of Benton Har­
bor under t he able leadership of ~ts 
pastor, is God's provision for an. 1_n­
creased and effective Christian mrn1s­
t ry in this community. 

R. Shepley, Reporter 
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l\'liss Bonnie ?tforgnn ch urch missionary for the 
Co loninl Village Bnpiist Church, Lansing, Mich., 

for tho past ten years. 

Northern Conference 
Sunday School Con test, 

First-ChUTch, Leduc, Alta. 
We of the First Baptist Church, 

Leduc Alberta, began our Sunday 
Schooi Contest recently, which is to 
continue for six weeks. This is a con­
test in which a ny Sunday School in 
the world may enter. The main aim of 
this contest is to see how much we 
can boost our attendance during these 
six weeks. Our fir st Sunday opened 
with a record attendance of 230 in our 
Sunday School. We hope that it will 
increase in the weeks to come. 

We had as our guest speaker the 
premier of our provi11ce, t he Honorable 
E. C. Manning, who brought a n in­
spiring missionary message. We trust 
that God will continue to bless us. 

Mrs. Dennis Hammer, Reporter 

Atlan tic Conference 

Sunday School Building Program 
Jamesburg, New Jer sey 
The First Baptist Church School of 

Jamesburg, New Jersey, "Sailed to 
Victory" on Rally Day, Sept. 28th, 
when reports revealed that we had 
gone over the top with a grand total 
of $1109 given to our Sunday School 
Building Program. The Cl1ristian 
Knights Class was the first to sail into 
the harbor w ith $100 toward the goal. 
The class with its capable teacher, 
Mrs. Marie Bradham, was rewarded 
with individual luminous crosses. 

The contest boards were made by 
Mr. Edward Clinton and Mrs. Grace 
Epp. T his is the second thousand 
dollars raised by the Sunday School to 
r educe the ' indebtedness on the S. S. 
wing. A new contest, "Reaching for the 
Moon," is planned to start soon. 

Roger W. Schmidt, Repo·rter 

Atlantic Conference Youth at 
Camp Greenkill, New York 
This year's Atlantic Conference 

Camp at Camp Greenkill, Port Jarvis, 
N . Y., was a time of real blessing and 
joy for those who attended. Our staff 
was one of the best. Rev. Norman 
Klann of the Fleischmann Memorial 
Church Philadelphia, Pa., was the 
dea n of camp and with his w ife, who 
served as camp nurse, we were also 
kept in line by ow· daily cour t trials. 

We had three classes each morning. 
Rev. Roy Seibel from ow· Seminary 
in Sioux Falls, S. Da le , led our 
thoughts into the mission field. ThE: 
second class was on "Sacred Music" Jed 
by Rev. Roger Schmidt of James­
burg, N . J . One though~ t l:rnt . stayed 
with us was that m usic is Just as 
much a part of our worship of God as 
the serm on. Our third class was led by 
R ev. Richard Sparling of Union City, 
N . J ., on "Soul Winning." We also ~ad 
a time for sports led by Mr. Sparl~ng, 
a time for evening vespers, r ecreation, 
and a camp fi re each day. Our total 
attendance for the week was 104. 

Mrs. Margaret Briggs, Reporter 

Tho Christian Knigh ts Class of the First Bn1>tist Churclt, Jnm~sburg, N. J . , winners in t he Sund~y 
Scliool Building P roject, with Mr. Rober t Clinton, S . !'\. supc_rmtc.ndent ut the left, nud Mrs. Mn11c 

Brndlrnm, tencher, ut th e right. 
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Atlantic CBYF Fall Conference 
At Bridgeport, Conn. 
"Christ and You, P a rtners in Action" 

was the theme of the Atlantic CBYF 
F a ll Conference held a t the King's 
Highway Baptist Church, Bridgeport, 
Conn., October 11-12. Highlights of the 
week-end included a banquet Satur­
day evening, a ddressed by Rev. Robert 
Fuchs, and a mass rally Sunday after­
noon at which Rev. Ernest Hoffmann 
was the speaker. 

The conference began Saturday 
morning with a workshop opened by 
Mr. H enry Schell, CBYF President. 
Advisor, Rev. Richa rd Sparling, led 
the discussion on Christian ethics. 
Later t he young people were t aken on 
a tour of the Shakespeare Fes tival in 
Stratford. "Four Kinds of Fools" was 
the message a t the banquet. Over 100 
were present. During the time of fel­
lowship which followed, slides of Camp 
Greenkill were shown and Mr. Andy 
Briggs recorded some incidents as re­
enacted by the ca mpers. A film, "Silent 
Witness," challenged high schoolers 
and adults t o be faithful in their wit­
ness for Christ. 

On Sunday morning Rev. Roger 
Schmidt brought a message on the 
prodigal son's elder brother. Rev. Ern­
est Hoffma nn, pastor of the Second 
Baptist Church, N. Y. , gave the final 
challenge of the week-end. 

Janet Leeb, R eporter 

Southwestern Conference 
Pastor's Reception, Shell Creek 

Church, Columbus, Neb. 
On Sept. 7 th e Shell Creek Baptist 

Church, Columbus, Neb ., had the gr eat 
joy to welcome its new pastor, Rev. 
Lyle Wacker, and family. Rev. R. 
Stading of the Cresten Baptist Church 
presided at the reception and intro­
duced the program. 

Expressions of welcome were given 
by our senior deacon, Sunday School 
superintendent, Junior and Senior 
C.B.Y.'s, and president of our Ladies' 
Missionary Society who in turn pre­
sented Mrs. Wacker with a corsage. 
Recitations and songs were also given 
by other members along wi th neigh­
boring churches who also joined in giv­
ing t heir expressions of welcome by 
means of word and song. 

In t hei r response, Rev. a nd Mrs. 
Lyle Wacker pledged t hemselves to the 
work of t he church in t he community, 
and expressed their a ppreciation for 
t he k indness shown them in various 
ways a nd for the pantry shower. 

Following the services, refreshments 
were served in t he church parlors. 

Mrs. Allen Mohrmann, Church Clerk 

Dakota Conf ere nee 
Mission Circle Programs and 

Harvest Festival, Martin, N. D. 
Members of the Baptis t Church, 

Martin, N. Dak., are sharing the 
unique experience of traveling together 
as a church family since one of its 
members is t he owner of the local 
school bus. Mr. Rheinhardt Brose has 
offered his bus a s transportation to 
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Promotion Sundny exercises at Ute Groce Bnptist 
Church, Hettinger, N. Dak., with Mr. Emil 

F uchs, superintendent, in charge. 

the Mission Circle for programs in 
neighboring churches. Thus far, a 
"Chorus-singing" group of a bout 40 
passengers has traveled to present 
programs at the Rosenfeld, Lincoln 
Valley a nd Fessenden churches. 

On Sept. 29, we dedica ted our re­
decorated and refurnished basement 
in a special thanksgiving service in 
connection with Harves t-Mission Festi­
val. Many out-of-town guests shared 
in the consecration of the $600 project. 
R eporting on t he work of renewing 
t he church facilities was a trustee of 
t he church, Albert F eisel. R ev. Arnold 
Friez, pas tor of the Rosenfeld Bap­
tist Church, was the special speaker. 
A church dinner fo1· everyone at noon 
was a part of the fest ive occasion, and 
we m ade good use of the new parlor 
facilities. 

Mrs. Betty Kessler, Reporter. 

Three Important Events at 
Gackle and Alfred, N. D. 

Three important events are his tory 
at the Grace Baptist Churches of 
Gackle and Alfred, N. Dak., each with 
its own s ignifica nce and blessing. 

The Harvest Mission F estival ser­
vices of the Alfred church were held 
Sept. 14 with R ev. Orville Meth of 
Venturia, N. D ak., preaching. An ap­
preciative audience in the morning ser­
vice and a n overflow audience in the 
evening brought gifts to the Lord. 
On Sept. 21, Dr. George Lang, presi­
den t of the Seminary at Sioux Falls , 
challenged the well-filled church with 
the need of evangelizing, at home a nd 
abroad, at the Grace Church of Gackle. 

Sunday School week was celebrated 

"GOLDEN JUBILEE 
of the 

Dakota Conference" 
36 Page, I Uustra,t;ed Brochure 
about the Dalcota Conference -
now available. Printing of 2,000 
copies are selling FAST. Booklet 
features t he names of 250 spi r it­
ual sons an<l da ugh t.ers" of t he 
Dakota Conference. 

PRICE - ONLY 50c 
Roger Williams P ress 

3734 Payne Ave., 
Clevelnml 14, Oh io 

at Grace Baptist Church of Gackle 
with a special "Family Night" on 
Thursday evening. The picture, "The 
Bible on the Ta ble," was shown, a nd 
special r ecognition was given to com­
plete families present in the service. 
The climaxing service of Sunday 
School Week was the Sunday School 
Rally Day program. No attendance 
records were broken, s ince a few 
weeks previous an attendance of 119 
was r ecorded but, in spite of the hunt­
ing season, a round figure of 100 in 
Sunday School was recorded. 

Bernard Edinger , Pastor 

Harvest Festival and Youth 
Activities, McLaughlin, S. Da:k. 
On Sunday, Sept. 28, the F irst Bap­

t ist Church of McLaughlin, S. Da k., 
observed its annual H arvest M ission 
Day. The message, "Feeding T he 
Mult itude," was delivered by our guest 
speaker, Rev. Herbert Ve tter of I sabel, 
S. Dak. Our Thanksgiving Offering 
amounted to $1,945.35. 

The Sunday School had a brief P ro­
motion Program on Sept. 21. Several 
scholars received certificates of pro­
motion. The school has eight classes 
besides a cra dle roll. Andrew Bertsch 
is t he superintendent with Reuben 
Friez a s the assis tant. The Senior 
C. B. Y. is growing in number. They 
meet twice a month prior to the wor­
ship services on Sunday evenings. Our 
pastor, Rev. E. Michelson, a nd Mr. Leo 
Friez are the advisors for this group. 

T he Junior C. B. Y. has again taken 
up its program of work for another 
course in Scripture memorization. The 
B ible verses are recited to the leaders: 
Mrs. Art Moser, Mrs. Alvin Grosch a nd 
Mrs. C. E. Aldinger. Paul Michelson 
is our president, and Rodney Strobel 
is vice-president. J udy Michelson, the 
secretary-treasurer, also serves as 
pianist. We have abou t 22 children in 
our Junior C. B. Y. 

Mrs. C. E. Aldinger, Reporter. 

Sunday School Week, 
Grace Church, Het tinger, N. D. 

To start off Sunday School Week 
the first Promotion Sunday was ob~ 
ser ved by the Grace Baptist Sunday 
School, Hettinger , N. Da k. The new 
teachers and officers were ins ta lled by 
the pas tor, Rev. Iver Walker. Promo­
tions were ma de by the superintendent 
Mr. Emil Fuchs, a nd perfect attend: 
a nce pins were awarded. Monday night 
was Visitation Night for the teachers 
an~ officers. Tuesday the teachers and 
officers met to plan the activities for 
the coming year. 

Wednesday evening was Missions 
Night with Rev. Clemence Auch mis­
siona.ry to J apan, as guest speak~r. An 
offering was taken for our work in 
Japan. Thursday nigh t was Fun Food 
a nd F ellowship N ight. The activities 
were pla!lned for the entire family. 
The evening of games a nd lunch was 
clima~ed with devotions led by t he 
superi~tendent, Mr. Emil Fuchs. F ri­
day mght was designated as Family 
Stay-at-Home Night when families 
were encouraged to do t hings together 
a nd crown the evening with family de­
votions based on Deut. 6 :1-12. 

On Sunday, Oct. 5th, Rally Day was 
obser ved and the pastor brought a 
message on "Open Doors of Opportuni­
t y." 

Iver Walker, Pastor 
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Revival Time and Special 
Progi:ams, Bismark, N. Dak. 

The Bismarck Baptist Church, Bis­
marck, N. Dak., held its yearly revival 
m eetings from Sept. 21 t o Oct. 2. A 
remarkable demonstration of renewed 
dedication by over one hundred peo­
ple, young and old, must have been 
pleasing to the Lord. Among these 
were those who on previous nights 
had accepted Jesus as Savior and 
Lord and those who declared them­
selves ready to join with our church. 
Also gratifying was the fact that after 
each evening service the majority of 
ou1· people gladly remained for the 
so-called prayer fellowship sessions. 
Our eva ngelist, Rev. Daniel Fuchs, 
faithfully preached t he Word. He also 
rejoiced the hearts of all with h is well 
delivered children's stories. It was a 
joy to listen to this consecrated serv­
ant of the Lord. The love offering was 
$465.67. . 

Friday night, afte~ the reV1va1 .m~et­
ings, was Mission N11?ht. Our rruss1on­
a ry, Miss Eleanor Weisenburger, of the 
Banso Hospital in t he Cameroons, gave 
a n illustrated lecture concerning the 
noble work that is being carried on. 

Sunday, Oct. 26, was our Har.vest 
and Mission F estival. Rev. A. B1bel­
heimer served as the guest speaker. 

John E. Grygo, Pastor 

South Dakota Association 
Sessions at Wessington Spri'ngs 
The South Dakota Association met 

with t he churches of Wessington 
Springs a nd Ebenezer, Octob~r 5~7. 
The theme of the sessions was, Chr.1s t 
In My Life.' ' The sessions began v11th 
a S unday School Rally on S_unday 
a fternoon and a Youth Rally m the 
evening. The speakers were Rev. L . 
Bienert Youth Secretary, and Rev. 
Clemence Auch, J apa n missiona ry. 

R eports of the churches incl1;1ded 
that of 72 baptism a nd conver s10ns: 
Our specia l interest was drawn to oui 
new work in Rapid City. The new 
pastor , Rev. L. Weber , r eported Sun­
day School attenda nce of 65 and an ~n­
rollment of 110. Our N. A. B. Nursing 
Home in Madison is now well est ab­
lished and filled to capacity. Our new­
est venture as an Association is the 
radio progra m, Cha pel Cheer, heard 
weekly over station WNAX Yankton 
(570 KC) Sunday mornings at 7 :15. 
Your response to t his program can be 
ma de by writing to t he station. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
are: mode ra tor, R ev. Willis Potratz of 
Plum Creek ; v ice-moderator, Rev. J. G. 
Benke of Madison; secret ary, Rev. H. 
E ffa of Chancellor ; treasurer, Mr. 
Maynard Hoekman of Corona; radio 
committee-men, Rev. E lmer Buenning, 
Parks ton and Tripp, and Mr. Ray 
DeNeui of Chancellor. 

"Baptist Men" of the Association 
are now organized through the leader­
ship of Mr. Ray Lippert of Tripp. Th_e 
following officers were elected: presi­
dent, Mr. Albert Radel, Parkston; v ice­
moderator, Mr. N iel DeBoer, Madison; 
secretary, Mr. B. Terveen, Emery; 
treasurer, Mr. L . Jucht of Plum Creek. 
New officers for the Woman's Mis­
sionary Union are: president, Mrs. E. 
Kirstein, Wessington Springs; and sec­
retary-treasurer, Mrs. J . Terveen, 
E mery. 

Rev. E lmer Buenning, Reporter. 

November 27, 1958 

IObttu~ 
(Obituaries are to be limited to about 150 
words. A charge of !Ive cents a line is made 

for all obituaries.} 

MR. CLYDE McCRACKEN 
of Ellsworth, Knnsns 

Mr. Clyde T!llman McCracken of Ells­
worth. Kansas, was born Oct. 3. 1897 at 
Blue Eye, Mo., and passed away in Ells­
worth. Kansas, on June 30, 1958. He was 60. 
In 1926, he married Miss Hettye Marvin 
Cox. To this union th ree ch ildren \Vere 
born : Mrs. James Becker or Wllliamsvme 
Mo.; Rev. Donald D. McCracken, pastor of 
the Baptist Church of Concordia, Kansas · 
a nd Ann or the home. These with their 
mother now mourn the homegolng or a 
loving father and husband. One brother and 
three sisters a lso survive. 

Mr. McCracken accepted Christ as his 
Savior as a young man and was baptized in 
t he Immanuel Baptist Church of Tulsa 
Okla. At the time of his death. he Was a 
!alth!ul member of the First Baptist Church 
ot Lorraine, Kan sas. Funeral services \vere 
held from the church on Jul~ 2 1958 Mr 
Walter Schmidt read the Scripture· anci 
offered prayer. His pastor spoke on lieb 
11 :16-"God . . hath prepared for Utem a 
city." 

First Baptist Church. 
Lorraine. Kansas 

HAROLD W. GIESEKE, Pastor 

Jim. WILLIAJll KALK 
of Annn1oose, Nortit Dakota 

Mr. William Kalk of Anamoose. N. Dak 
was born Max_~. 1882 In Cataloui, Roma n ia'. 
He came to Ulllada as a small boy with his 
paren ts. In 1896 he came to North Dakota 
a nd settled near Marti n. At the age of 21 
he was converted a nd was ba ptized by Rev. 
Robert F enske and became a member of the 
Mar tin Baptist Church. In 1944 he joined 
the Anamoose Baptist Church and was a 
member un ti l his passing. 

He was married to Katherine Kaul in 
1901. Four child re n were born to 1.hls union. 
His parents. h is wife, 2 sons, 4 sisters and 
one brother preceded him in dea th . He 
entered Lhe Home of the Aged in Bismarck. 
N. Dak .. in 1957. He was In the hos pital 6 
months. and d ied Sept. 29. 1958 at the age 
o! 76 years. He leaves to mourn one son 
Albert, Seattle. Wash.; one daughter. Mrs: 
Freda Byland. a lso or Seattle: one s ister. 
Mary Dennan of Bismarck, N. Dak: and 
one grandchild. The undersigned spoke 
words or comfort Crom Gen. 24 :56. 

Anamoose. North Dakota 
ALBERT KROMBEIN, Pastor 

l\IRS. lltARIA WOLFF 
of Eureka, South Dakota 

.Mrs. Marla Wolff. nee Banek. of Eureka. 
S. Dak., passed away Oct. 2. 1958. She was 
born at South Russia, Oct. 5. 1876 and came 
with her parents to this country. On Oct. 
14. 1894 she married J ohn Wolff. which 
union the Lord blessed with n ine children, 
three preceding the mother In death . In her 
18th year she was converted, baptized by 
Rev. Gollnger, becoming a membe r of the 
Weisenburger Station. F irst Baptist Church. 
Eureka, S. Dak., where she remalned a 
loyal member for 63 years. 

Four years ago she became ser iou sly ill , 
a rrecting her mind. Hulda, Mrs. G. Pfltzer, 
In whose home she lived. cared for her 
needs a nd com forts. She Is mourned by the 
th ree sons and their families. four daugh­
ters a nd their families. three brothe rs, a 
la rge rela tionship. friends of her church 
and her neighbors. 20 grandchildren a nd 26 
great-gra ndchildren . The u ndersigned spoke 
words of hope. comfort and assurance based 
on Rev. 21 :7. 

Eureka. South Dakota 
A. E. REEH, Minister 

l\USS ANNA llIAmR 
of Mnrtin, NorU1 Dnkotn 

Mlss Anna Maier or Martin, N. Dak., was 
born In Rumanla on July 22. 1894. In 1908 
she came to this country with her parents 
and settled o n a homestead near Klef. N. 
Dal<. In 1940 they moved to the Rosenfeld 
commun ity and lived here untll 1950 w hen 
they moved to a fann near Martin. N. Dak. 
In 1908 she accepted Jesus Christ as her 
Savior and was ba pllzed by Rev. B. Schlipf 
a nd was accepted as a member of the Rosen­
feld Church. After the passing of her 
mother in 1911. Anna's life was dedicated 
to the care or her aged father to whom she 
remained faithful u ntll the last. She went 
to be with the Lord on Oct. 13, 1958 while 
in the Trlnlty Hospital of Minot. N. Dak .. 
a t the age of 64 years, 2 months, and 21 
days. 

She leaves to mourn her passing. her a ged 
father J acob, who is ln a Nursing Home 
in Minot, and one brother, John. who is at 
hom e on the fa rm near Martin. Services 
were held <from t he Rosenfeld Church on 
Oct. 17 wlth Rev. A. M . Friez in charge. 
Rev. A Volgt of Avon. S. Dal<. . !onner 
pastor of the church. spoke ln German. 

Rosenfeld Baptist Church 
Anamoose, North Dakota 

ARNOLD M. F RIEZ, Pastor 

lllRS. LYDIA STUECKLE 
or PhoenL~, Arizona 

:Mrs. Lydla Stueckle, nee Moos of Phoenix, 
Arizona. was born on May 23. 1907, at 
Kulm, N. Dak. She spent her childhood and 
time o! youth at Gackle, N. Dak. In 1926 
she came to the coast with her parents who 
made 1.helr home at Dusty. vVash. S he was 
marr ied to Emll Stueckle on Oct. 25, 1927, 
and together they m ade their home on a 
farm near Dusty. During the time or her 
youth ln North Dakota, she was converted 
in a revival meeti ng a nd joined the Congre­
gational church. T h ree years ago Mr. and 
Mrs. Stueckle established thel r home in 
Phoenix, Arizona. because o r her health. 
During the years of her Illness, she suffered 
m uch pain, bu t was always patient and sub­
missive to the way wh ich the Lord had 
designed for her. She had the rare quality 
of making friends and keeping 1.hem over 
the years. She ls survived by her h usband, 
Emil Stueck le; three sisters: Mrs. Louise 
Meisch Gackle, N. Dak.: Mrs. Margaret 
Schott: Lacrosse. Wash.: Mrs. Frieda Mor­
asch. Colfax. Wash.: a nd one brother. 
Hen ry Moos, Colfax. Wash. Pastor Paul 
Quenzer or the Dusty Congregational Church 
and Pastor F. E. Klein officiated at the 
funerul service. 

Colfax, Washington 
By F. E. KLEIN. Correspondent 

lllR. DA V1D GOGEL 
of Kelowna, British Columbia 

Mr. David Gogel or Kelowna, B. C., was 
born Dec. 28, 1897 In South Russia. On 
Sept. 29th he quietly departed to be with 
the Lord In his home. He attained an age of 
60 years and 9 months. On Dec. 26. 1920 he 
was united in holy matrimony with Olga 
Neb. To this unlon 9 sons and 3 daughters 
were born. Mr. Gogel came with his family 
to Canada in 1927 a n d settled down in the 
District or Serath. Sask. In 1943 they moved 
Into vicinity o r Reg ina. Sask .. on the farm. 
In 1947 they came to Kelowna. B. C., a nd 
settled down In West Bank. B.C. 

He leaves to mourn his beloved wife. 
Olga; 8 sons and 3 da ug hters. Water. Re­
gi na. Sask.: Herbert, Trochu. Alberta: 
David, West Bank, B. C. ; Reinhold, Re­
gina, Sask. : Mary (Mrs. Tiede} Edmonton . 
Alberta; Albert, Vancouver. B. C.; Lily. 
Regina. Sask.: Gerhard. Vancouver. B. C.: 
Joseph. Siegfried, and Rosie, Kelowna. B. C. 
He accepted Christ as h ls Savior a nd was 
baptized by Re''· Strauch In South Russia 
and received Into the fellowship or the Bap­
tist church In 1921 at Liebenthal. South 
Russia. 

Grace Baptist Church 
Kelowna. B.C .. Canada 

E. H. NIKKEL. Pastor 
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VICTORIA CENTENARY 
(Gontimw d from page 6) 

Bay, England. Thus at t he very incep­
t ion our church has been blessed with 
a s table ministry. 

CENTENARY CE LEBRATION 

It is true that, for nearly 25 years 
since the death o[ t he late Pastor 
Burnley, we have failed to produce 
a native pastor , that within t hese years 
a schism has been caused ending up 
in t he institution of a new church of 
the same faith, and financial difficul­
ties have been strident but by and 
large we have stood t he test well and 
we look forward with gr eat hopes into 
the fu ture. 

T he forthcoming Centena ry Cele­
brations will bring us many joys, be­
cause th is is the celebration of the 
centena ry of t he founding of t he Bap­
tis t church in Victoria and missiona ry 
effort in t he Cameroons. It is a cele­
bration which concerns us in particular 
a nd, in general, involves a ll m issions. 
al l t he citizens of Victoria and t he 
British Government. T he church ha.Si 
set a target of 1,000 pounds, a huge 
sum indeed. It is hoped t hat a Br itish 
Man O' wa r will take part in t he cele­
brations as a special gesture of honor 
conferred on the town by Her Majesty. 
the Queen. 

The last spot of interest I shall vis it 
wi th you is the Hea lth Office, an im­
posing build ing, s ituated opposite Am­
bas Bay. H ere are housed t he Medical 
Headquarters of the Cameroons. On 
the other side over t he road is t he 
establ ishme nt of the Electricity Cor­
poration of N igeria and farther down 
the towering building of t he Post Of­
fice. 

I stood here recently with Mrs. Kate 
Martin, inciden ta lly my gr a ndmother , 
a g ra nd old la dy of 80 years, with an 
established reputa tion of a high Chris­
tia n conduct, a nd blessed with a large 
fa mily. I visited this place w it h her 
because th is was a low rambling barn. 
ca lled "Pinock's church" a fter the res i­
dent missionary Mr. P inocl<. And so the 
church has grown from a h umble be­
g inning to a permanent esta blishment. 

FUTURE P ROSP ECTS 

T he end of one hundred years brings 
us to a time of retrospection and r eso­
lution, a t ime when we take stock of 
our success a nd our fa ilures. As a 
church we have made progress within 
t hese year s. We have kept our fa ith 
a nd we have managed our affa irs with 
the advice of our missionary friends. 
Our number has rema ined fairly con­
s tant throughout. 

W herever possible, we have cal led 
for pastors from t he grasslands to 
serve among our people, but only after 
our church members have acted as 
lay preachers and unordained leaders 
of our work. In spite of financia l prob­
lems, our church is spiri tually stable 
and we anticipate a growing clergy in 
t he next er a o r our his tory. 
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Rev. E lton Bleek er 
6340 N . Lowell Blvd. 

Denver 11, Colorado 

Rev. Olland F. Cole 
430 H udson Rd., R t. 2 

Osseo, Michigan 

Rev. Otto A. Ertis 
221 - 21s t Street, N. 

Lethbridge, Al ta ., Canada 

Rev. F red C. Folkerts 
13D Ca rlton Drive 

Putney H ill 
London, SW15, Engla nd 

Rev. R. E. Grabke 
302 Victoria Ave., East 

Regina, Sask., Canada 

R ev. Gordon Huisinga 
3341 Seymour Avenue 

Cleveland 13, Ohio 

R ev. J ohn Kuehn 
1402 - 8th Ave., E 

P1ince Rupert, B. C., Canada 

Rev. David Littke 
Selfridge, North Dakota 

Rev. Arthur Pohl 
39 Wohle r Street 

Nechako P . 0., Box 708 
K itimat, B. C. Ca nada 

Mr . Ernest Radke 
2108 - 1st Avenue, N.W. 

Calgary, Alta., Canada 

Rev. Wi ll ia m Schoeffel 
1956 La ura La ne 

Des Pla ines, Ill inois 

Rev. H enry Schumacher 
606 - 7th Street, South 

Medicine H a t , Alta, Canada 

Rev. H enry Smula nd 
1442 E. 29th Street 

Tacoma 4, Washing ton 

R ev. Loren Weber 
242 - 42nd Street 

Rapid Cit y, South Dakota 

Rev. John Ziegler 
35136 Weideman Drive 

Mt. Clemens, Michigan 

PLUM CREEK CHURCH 
(Gontinii,ed from page 18) 

Gutsche, W illis ton, N. Dale, on the 
subject, "A Prayerful People." 

Greetings and challenges from for­
mer pastors and wives were given that 
afternoon. R ev. Bert Itterman, a for­
mer student pastor from Randolph, 
Minn., gave t he m essage, "A Serving 
People." A duet by Mr . Br a un and 
Mr. Itterman was greatly e njoyed. 

A1'"'NIVERSARY CLIMAX 

Ow· anniversary came to a clima.x 
on Monday evening with R ev. A. Braun 
br inging the message, "A Wa tchful 
P eople." Rev. Lela nd Friesen of our 
neighbor ing E mery chur ch ministered 
in song. 

This has been a mountain top ex­
perience for us of t he Plum Creek 
Church. We were truly h appy to have 
all of t he living former pastors return 
to share in t he pr ogram a nd also tha t 
Dr . Martin Le uschner of F orest P ark, 
TI!., could be wit h us. 

We are t hankful for our present, be­
loved pastor, Rev. W. P otratz, a nd 
family who helped ma ke t h is a nni­
versary a wonderful experie nce for 
all of us. May we too "hold for t h the 
Word of l ife." 

WHAT'S HAPPENING 
(Gontiniwd from page 15) 

this occasion. Premier Mann ing was 
one of t he guest speakers a t the North 
American Baptist General Conference 
in Edmonton last July in the same 
Jubilee Auditorium. 
• The a nnual Family Night a rra nged 
by t he Missionary Circle of the Bap­
t ist Church, Jeffers, Minn., was held 
on Wednesday even ing, Oct. 1st, with 
Ono Van Gerpen, president, in charge. 
Miss Berneice Westerman, Cameroons 
missionary, was t he guest speaker a nd 
also showed pictures of the mission 
field. T he Scripture passage was read 
by Helen DeVrics a nd prayer was 
offe red by F lorence Carlblom. The trio 
composed of F lorence Bleeker , Maxine 
Courts a nd Gladys Wolf sang a special 
number, as reported by Helen DeVries, 
secretary. 
• On Friday, Oct. 10, R ev. Edgar B. 
Wesner, pastor of t he State P ark Bap­
tis t Church, Peoria, TI!., participa ted in 
a n interesting panel discussion at a 
program at tended by t he pastors of the 
P eoria area. T he Peoria State Hos­
pital had arranged for a series of 
lec tures on the subject, "F eelings of 
Unworthiness." The panel, consis ting 
of a psychiatric social worker, a cl in i­
cal psychologist a nd Rev. Edgar B. 
Wesner, as a pastor, dealt wit h "Psy­
chiatry and the Churches' Opportunity 
in Dealing with F eelings of Unworthi­
ness." It was a most provocative and 
interesting meeting for the 60 pastors 
presen t. Mr. Wesner is hoping to com­
plete his work for a n M.A. degree in 
clinical psychology at Bradly Universi­
ty in Peoria in lhe spring of 1959. 
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