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If Jesus Came to Your House
By Lois Kendall Blanchard

If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two—

If he came unexpectedly, I wonder what you’d do.

Oh, I know you’d give your nicest room to such an honored Guest,
And all the food you'd serve to him would be the very best,

And you would keep assuring him you're glad to have him there—
That serving him in your own home is joy beyond compare.

But—when you saw him coming, would you meet him at the door
With arms outstretched in welcome to your heavenly Visitog’? .
Or would you have to change your clothes before you let him in?
Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they’d been?
Would you turn off the radio and hope he hadn’t heard ?

And wish you hadn’t uttered that last, loud, hasty word?

Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out?
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about?

And I wonder—if the Savior spent a day or two with you,

Would you go right on doing the things you always do?

Would you go right on saying the things you always say?

Would life for you continue as it does from day to day ?

Would your family conversation keep up its usual pace?
And would you find it hard each meal to say a table grace?
Would you sing the songs you always sing, and read the books you

read,

And let him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed?

Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you’d planned to go?

Or would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so?

Would you be glad to have him meet your very closest friends?
Or would you hope they’d stay away until his visit ends ?

Would you be glad to have him stay forever on and on?

Or would you sigh with great relief when he at last was gone?
It might be interesting to know the things that you would do

If Jesus Christ in person came to spend some time with you.

—From Leaflet by “Faith, Prayer and
Tract League,” Grand Rapids, Mich.

GENERAL COUNCIL. On May
21 and 22 the annual sessions of the
General Council will be held at
Forest Park, Ill. Important decisions
will be made sending newly appoint-
ed missionaries to their fields of
service, adopting the new denomina-
tional budget, and calling on our
churches to advance for Christ.

PENTECOST SUNDAY. In ob-
servance of Pentecost Sunday on
June 6, read the message by Rev.
Paul F. Zoschke in this issue (pages
4 and 5) and offer this prayer to
God.

“Breathe on me, breath of God;
Fill me with life anew;

That I may love what thou dost love,
And do what thou wouldst do.”

CHILDREN’S DAY. Recitation
materials and bulletin inserts for
use on Children’s Day, June 13, have
been sent to the churches. The story
of the Church Extension project at
Saskatoon, Sask., is featured in this
program, since this is one of many
new churches assisted financially by
the Children’s Day Offerings desig-
nated for the Chapel Building Fund.

BAPTIST CONGRESS. The 11th
Baptist World Congress at Miami

IMPORTANT EVENTS AHEAD OF US

Beach, Fla., June 25-30, will attract
thousands of Baptists from 70 coun-
tries of the world. Several hundred
are arriving from Australia. Many
will come from European countries,
even Rev. John Nfor, executive sec-
retary of the Cameroon Baptist
Convention, Africa, will probably at-
tend as the official representative
of West Cameroon. Watch for the
illustrated report about the Con-
gress sessions in the “Baptist Her-
ald.”

LAYMEN’'S FAMILY CONFER-
ENCE. The roster of guest speakers
at the Laymen’s Family Confer-
ence to be held at Green Lake, Wis.,
July 17-24, sounds imposing. This
includes Prof. Gerald L. Borchert of
Sioux Falls, S. Dak.; Rev. G. Ben
Lawrence, Cameroon missionary;
Dr. Dale Thrie, General Conference
moderator; Rev, H. J. Waltereit of
East Detroit, Mich.; Rev. Clarence
H. Walth, Chicago, Ill.; Rev. John
Nfor, Cameroon, Africa; Mr. Cyril
Petch of London, England; Dr. Al-
bert Gernenz, Springfield, I1l.; and
Rev. David J. Draewell, Forest
Park, Ill. Registrations for the Con-
ference can still be sent!

MISSION NEWS
AND NEEDS ...

WE MUST ADVANCE. North
American Baptists have learned of the
new giving record established during
the past fiscal year with total contribu-
tions exceeding $1,000,000 for the first
time in our denomination’s history. As
Rev, David J. Draewell, Secretary of
Stewardship, passed out ‘‘the orchids
of praise,” he also stated: “Despite the
new record, our giving did little more
than pay the bills for the past fiscal
year. Very little was contributed in ex-
cess of the budget to allow for advance
in the new year. We need to remember
that expansion of our outreach for
Christ comes only when our gifts ({o
more than just take care of basic
budget needs.” This new year by God's
grace gives us such an opportunity to
advance!

MISSION BUD GET REQUESTS.
The need to advance on our mission
fields becomes apparent when the
budget requests from the missionaries
are studied. The Cameroon Baptist Mis-
sion made a total request of $231,479.90
for operating expenses and building
costs for the coming year, which is con-
siderably higher than the appropriation
of last year. The Japan Mission fle.ld
requested a sum of $75,224.88 for its
operating and building needs which 15
more than $10,000 higher than last
year's appropriation. The needs .al'F-‘
many and the harvests are so bountiful,
but funds are limited and laborers are
few! Pray to the Lord of the harvest
for his wonders to be revealed.

CAMEROON BAPTIST CONVEN-
TION. Encouraging reports come from
the Cameroon mission field. The num-
ber of churches has increased by 19,
bringing the total of churches to 420 by
the end of 1964. Church memberships
increased by 2,346, making the total
constituency 24,903, The Cameroon
Baptist Convention now has 72 trained
pastors of whom 34 are ordained. It has
an additional 113 who are active but
who have not received the full Bible
School training, Our Bible Training
Centre at Ndu, which trains these pas-
tors, has graduated 82 men during the
17 years of its history. By July it is
expected that 14 more will be added to
this list. The school has the largest
student body this year in its entire his-
tory with 70 men, 2 women and 24

(Continued on page 23)
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God’s Army Marches On!

With banners flying and drums beating, the bonneted lassies
and uniformed soldiers of The Salvation Army are still marching as
to war. They have been doing this for 100 years, proclaiming the
saving power of the Gospel and the redeeming grace of Christ, mov-
ing in wherever mankind is in trouble. Today they are at work in
71 countries, preaching the Gospel in 147 languages. Christians of all
denominations, including our Conference, join hands in thanking
God for the courageous witness and uplifting ministry of The Sal-
vation Army on its 100th anniversary.

You will find The Salvation Army soldiers on street corners,
beating their tambourines and blowing their cornets, to tell others
of the joy of forgiveness in Christ. You will think of them at Christ-
mastime with their tinkling bells and hanging kettles. You may re-
member how they followed the doughboys into the battlefields in
World War 1 and 11, distributing doughnuts and hot coffee in Christ’s
name. In the darkness of every Skid Row you will find these Salva-
tion Army officers “loving the unlovable and befriending those who
have no friends.” '

All of this began in 1865 in East London, England. William
Booth had been conducting revival services in Whitechapel. One
night the old tent was blown down. This drove the evangelist into a
dancing saloon and later into the open air for the services. Returning
home one evening, nearly midnight, William Booth flung himself into
a chair and exclaimed to his wife:

“Oh, Kate, I have found my destiny! As I passed the doors of
the flaming gin palaces tonight, I seemed to hear a voice sounding
in my ears: ‘Where can you go and find such heathens as thege? I
felt as though I ought at any cost to stop and preach to these East
End multitudes.” So began the work at the “East London Mission”
which has grown with God’s blessing into a worldwide ministry of
The Salvation Army.

Even the editor of the “Baptist Herald” is warmly indebted to
a Salvation Army Sunday school for its spiritual impact upon him
as a young lad. In 1912-1913 in Lodi, Calif., several of us as boys
heard about the Sunday afternoon meetings of The Salvation Army
held in a tiny chapel a block from Chinatown. Even though we were
all faithful in our attendance at the Baptist Church, we loved to go
to these afternoon meetings. (See picture on page 7).

The big attraction for us was The Salvation Army band. It was
not large as bands go nor very musical, but it was a noisy and an
enthusiastic band. I had the exciting privilege as a nine year old boy
to carry the big bass drum strapped to my body and to beat it loudly
and vigorously. Before the Sunday school actually began, this band
of Salvation Army officers and Baptist boys would march through
nearby Chinatown, attracting swarms of Chinese children, some of
whom we lured like a Pied Piper to come to Sunday school with us.

I loved these evangelistic marches into Chinatown. My heart
was responsive to the Word of God as taught so clearly and diligently
by the Sunday school teachers. I never missed a Sunday for an entire
year, and as a reward I received my first Bible from the hands of a
Salvation Army officer which I have treasured highly.

God bless The Salvation Army soldiers down “Main Street,
Anytown,” anytime, anywhere in the world!
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The Ministry of
The Holy Spirit

We can always enjoy the presence of the Spirit of
God in our hearts to foster the best possible rela-

tionship and fellowship with the three persons of

the Godhead.

By Rev. Paul F. Zoschke, Shell Creek Baptist Church,
Columbus, Nebraska

AS THE DAY of Pentecost
approaches, let us take a scrutinizing
look at the significance of the Holy
Spirit in the ministry of our churches
and of our personal lives. As one looks
back, not only over one's own life but
over Christian ministries and lives in
general, one is impressed with a sense
of inadequacy relevant to the ministry
of the Holy Spirit.

With every annual Pentecost observ-
ance, the message on the Holy Spirit is
brought to our hearts again. But sev-
eral messages a year are hardly ade-
quate correctly and duly to stress the
work and nature of the Spirit in the
believer's life. Though the writer has
at least twice in his ministry preached
a series of sermons on the Holy Spirit,
and the usual references to the Spirit's
guidance and strengthening of us were
made, he feels that much more should
have been done,

DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY

The relationship of the Spirit to the
Father and the Son remains a mystery
to us. This interrelationship has not
been fully revealed to us, and we do not
have the capacity for such full knowl-
cdge. Even though the word, “trinity,”
is not used in the Bible, the essence of
it is clearly taught. Tertullian is said
to have first used the term, Later the
Montanists are credited with first ad-
vancing a doctrine of the trinity.

That the Holy Spirit is presented to
us in Scripture as the third person of
the Godhead, we who are conscientious
believers are all agreed, But that we
may presently be aware of this, let us
briefly set forth some aspects of this
truth.

The doctrine of the trinity does not
assert that three persons are united
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In one person, or three beings in one
being, or three God’s in one God, nor
that God merely manifests himself in
three different ways (trinity of mani-
festahor}); but rather that there are
three d_lf_ferent substances, each “with
pecularities incommunicable to the
others; neither is God without the
others; each, with the others, is God.”

We bel_leve in the Holy Spirit as God
because in Scripture he is recognized
as God. ('Acts 5:3, 4; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19).
The attributes of God are also attribu-
ted to the Holy Spirit: Spirit of life
(Rom. 8:2), Spirit of truth (John 16:
13), love of the Spirit (Rom. 15:30).
Holy Spirit of Gog (Eph. 4 :30), and the
eternal Spirit (Hebp. 9:14).

‘Also some of the works of God are
laid to hlls credit: in creation (Gen.
1:2), conviction of sin (John 16:8), re-
generation (John 3:8), and the quick-
ening of our mortal bodies in the resur-
rect]gn (Rom. 8:11).

Nelthe.l"should we forget that the
Holy Spirit is associated in Scripture
wlth_ the Father and the Son in the
baptisn:lal formyla (Matt, 28:19), in the
ap?lst‘ollcthbenediction (2 Cor. 13:14),
and in the m y i
oot Ty atter of our election (1

Let u_slfurther remember that the
Holy Spirit is spoken of as a person in
frhat the pronoung referring to him are
in the masculine gender, and that he is
our Comforter, Instructor, Guide, Wit-
ness, and Intercessor, which are always
personal serviceg.

The work of the Holy Spirit, in part,
can be listed as follows:

_In the writer’s sense of logie, the
first to be named is Jesus’ statement:
“He shall glorify me"” (John 16:14).
There are those who say that his first
work is to conviet the world of sin.

Jerusalem,

But in our judgment, man must first
have a glimpse of the holiness and love
of God before he can understand the
sinfulness of his heart.

WORK OF THE SPIRIT

To urge a man to repent of his sin
when he has given no thought to the
nature of God in Christ would cause
him to say, as many do, “Why? What
is wrong with my life?” But if he has
seen the goodness of God in Christ, and
then sees himself, he has a standard by
which to measure himself and to see
that he cannot stand before God as he
is. So for us the first task of the Spirit
is to glorify Christ who said: “For he
shall receive of mine and shall show it
unto you.”

Then the Holy Spirit keeps working
in the heart and mind of man to bring
about repentance that is deep-going
and that leads to a “turn-about on the
road of life.” Without the aid of the
Spirit, man may repent superficially
in remorse over the consequences of
sin, as did Judas Iscariot. But Peter,
yielding to the Spirit, experienced a
thorough repentance that issued in for-
giveness and restoration to the fellow-
ship of the Son and the Father.

Next we mention the work of regen-
eration. Somewhere in this experience
of the human heart the implantation of
eternal life takes place. We believe that
we shall never know the exact moment
of this event. Those who can name the
day and hour of their conversion, we
believe, merely state the time of their
awareness of the life of God within
them and their dedication to God (John
3:3-8).

From this point forward, the Holy
Spirit carries on his work of sanctifica-
tion. This, in common language, is the
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cuidance and development of the new
believer in growth of fellowship with
and service for his Redeemer. The
Spirit does the major share of this
work, but we must never minimize, be-
yond the statements of Scripture, the
part that man has in his sanctification.
Sanctification is the cooperation of
man with the Spirit toward man’s be-
coming holy as God is holy.

Then, it would seem to us, the Spirit
ean effectively “guide us into all truth”
(John 16:13). When cne is newly com-
mitted to the Savior, one knows only
the rudimentary truth invelved in his
Christian experience. One needs con-
stantly to be led in one’s understanding
of God’s greater truth and one's willing
adjustment to that truth.

So far it is not too difficult to have
some comprehension of proper sequence
in the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Let
us realize, however, that human under-
standing cannot apply any clear-cut
demarkation to the Spirit’'s tasks be-
cause so many factors are involved in
man's complicated experiences, and
that the Spirit must constantly change
his ministrations to meet man’s needs
at any given moment or point. Even
though in our thinking we try to make
some logical order in the beginning of
our experience of God, the task soon
becomes too great for us.

Let us mention now that, when we
meet with some failures in our Chris-
tian living, we can become so dejected
that we tend to despair. In this mood
we can easily doubt that we are the
children of God. Then God's Spirit
speaks words of assurance and encour-
agement to us. (Rom. 8:16).

When we fail God, a sense of renewed
guilt overcomes us. We think that we
cannot face God even to ask for for-

“WAY TO EMMAUS” BY ROBERT ZUND

“Then Jesus said unto them, O fools and slow of heart, .
have suffered all these things, and to enter into his glory? . . .

Photo by A. Devaney, N. Y.

SPIRIT DIVINE, ATTEND OUR PRAYER
Come as the wind; sweep clean away
What dead within us lies,

And search and freshen all our souls
With living energies.

giveness. Now “the Spirit maketh in-
tercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26). We
venture to say that the Spirit's inter-
cession is rather constant.

In Eph. 3:16 Paul mentions that he
desires the believers “to be strength-
ened with might by his Spirit in the

. . Ought not Christ to
And he expounded

unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 24:25-27).
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inner man.” This strengthening is also
a constant service by the divine Spirit,
for there is no time in man's life when
he does not need strengthening for
God’s tasks.

STRENGTHENED WITH MIGHT

In answer to the question, when and
how one receives the Holy Spirit, the
reader is first referred to the Scriptur-
al words in John 3:1-8; Acts 8:26-38;
22:6-16; 19:1-7.

While we may speak of a normal
Christian experience, let us not make
the mistake of casting every one's con-
version into the same mold. God has as
many ways of reaching people as there
are people, Each man's experience is as
personal to him as his face, and God
always meets him on a personal basis.

But there are several factors com-
mon in every one’s conversion such as:
1) realizing that Christ was sent to be
our Savior; 2) knowing that we are
sinners and need to repent; 3) acknowl-
edging Jesus as personal Savior and
Lord by faith; and )4 committing one’s
self to Christ in public confession and
baptism.

Somewhere within this framework,
we believe the person receives the Holy
Spirit. We may not know the point or
time of this reception. But this we be-
lieve to be normal. This framework al-
lows for all the personal factors neces-
sary, including God's special ways of
dealing with each person.

Might not someone's conversion be
rather incomplete or abnormal? In
Acts 19:1-7 we have such an experience

(Continwed on page 19)



The Hallelujah Army
Celebrates a Century

of Service for Christ

Today the soldiers of The Salvation Army in 71

countries of the world can be seen fighting the devil

out in the open, marching into slums and saloons,

putting their arms tenderly around drunkards and

criminals, preaching the redeeming love of Christ
“unto the uttermost.”

A Salute to THE SALVATION ARMY
on its Centennial Jubilee,

(14
GOD SHALL HAVE all
there is of William Booth!”

A teen-age pawnbroker's apprentice
made that vow in 19th century Eng-
land. He fulfilled it with a dedicated
lifelong ministry that still bears fruit
in the form of The Salvation Army,
now celebrating its Centennial year.

After his conversion, Booth plunged
into active religious work. At 17, he
was a recognized lay preacher. At 22,
he became a Methodist minister. That
same year, he married Catherine Mum-
ford, a clergyman’'s daughter, who
shared his work and gave him loving
support, even during the darkest days
of hardship and persecution. She is
revered as the “Mother of the Salva-
tion Army,” second in importance only
to the founder himself.

PREACHING IN SLUMS

Burning with evangelical fervor, the
young minister would not wait in a
church for people to come to him. He
went out to reach those who had never
set foot in a place of worship, bringing
word of the Gospel to the poorest and
most ignorant, preaching wherever he
could find a place.

So many were converted by his zeal
that detractors declared he was run-
ning a “conversion shop.” At a confer-
ence, his fellow ministers passed a
resolution charging him with sensation-
alism and requiring him to behave more
“properly.”

Refusing to give up his sacred duty
to win souls, Booth resigned from the
Conference.

A short time later, walking through
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A young Cadet of The Salvation Army leads an open-air
meeting and brings his testimony for Christ supported by
other “soldiers” with their Bibles and musical instruments.

the streets of London's East End, a
notorious slum, he came upon a small
group of missioners holding an out-
door meeting. Introducing himself as
a minister, he asked if he might say
a few words. Soon a crowd was gath-
ered about the young man with flowing
beard and dark piercing eyes, who so
movingly urged them to repentance and

GENERAL WILLIAM BOOTH

the founder of the Salvalion Army who

had a burning zeal to proclaim the

message of salvation in Christ and to
help people in need.

salvation.

Impressed by the brilliant and en-
thusiastic Booth, the missioners asked
him to head their group. He accepted
and threw himself wholeheartedly into
evangelical efforts, organizing The
Christian Mission, the seed of the pres-
ent-day Salvation Army, in 1865.

Booth soon gathered about him a
small, but dedicated, group of follow-
ers. They included some from the most
deprived elements of society, whose
lives had been completely transformed
by their contact with Booth.

This dedicated band went unafraid
into saloons and dance halls, urging all
whom they met to open their hearts to
the grace of God. They won over
thieves, gamblers, prostitutes and
drunkards, many of whom joined them
in preaching, singing and marching.

SALVAGING HUMAN LIVES

As their numbers grew, a military
spirit developed. Booth, the General Su-
perintendent of the Mission, was fre-
quently called “General.” In 1878,
Booth, looking over printer's proofs,
read the words, “The Christian Mission
—A Volunteer Army." He crossed out
“volunteer” and substituted “salva-
tion.”

Very early, Booth realized that to
save souls, he must also offer material
aid. “You can’t preach salvation to a
starving man,” he declared,

He could not ignore the terrible suf-
fering all around him. When his son
told him that hungry, ragged men were
sleeping under bridges in stormy Janu-
ary, he replied, “Why don't you do
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something about it?”

At Booth's instigation, a warehouse
was rented, where the homeless at
least had shelter from wind and snow.
Other shelters, soup Kkitchens, and
workshops were quick to follow.

The founder of The Salvation Army
was aware that the dole of charity was
not enough. Men must be enabled to
stand on their own two feet. For this
reason, all those physically able were
required to work for their food and
shelter. Men were put to work salvag-
ing materials cast out by the more
prosperous—and in the process, the
outcasts of socieiy salvaged themselves.
The same method is still used in the
Army's Men's Social Service Centers.

Seeing the ravages caused by alco-
holism in days when anyone could get
drunk for a penny and children, barely
able to reach the bar, staggered out of
saloons, Booth demanded abstinence of
his followers and campaigned vigor-
ously against the evils of drink. At the
same time, he was among the first to
realize that alcoholism is a disease, and
that its victims should be helped to
regain health, instead of being de-
nounced.

HARDSHIPS FOR CHRIST

The Army rejoiced as well as fought.
Tambourine and trumpet, cornet and
drum simultaneously attracted atten-
tion and expressed joy in the Lord.
New words were put to popular tunes,
even drinking songs, and sung with
fervor. When criticized for this lack of
dignity, General Booth retorted, “Why
should the devil have all the good
tunes?”’

Early Salvationists had no easy time
of it, In addition to the daily hardships

A
Martin Leuschner (middle row. left),
proudly holds up the Bible given him in
1913 by the Salvation Army in Lodi, Calif.

At present, he is the editor of the "Bap-
tist Herald.”

and frustrations of working in the most
sordid surroundings, in addition to
pressing financial problems and the
scorn of those around them, they often
had to endure physical violence. Mobs,
egged on by respectable citizens,
stormed prayer meetings, hurling rot-
ten vegetables, bricks and stones at the
Salvationists. On one occasion, a horse
and cart was deliberately stampeded
through a meeting, and a young woman
officer was trampled to death. She was
not the only one to lose her life in the
cause, while many others suffered seri-
ous injuries.

Meanwhile, the police turned aside,
or arrested Salvationists. Judges con-
vieted them of disturbing the peace
and handed out stiff jail sentences. The
General remarked that he was leader
of the only religious group that always
had some people in jail “for con-
science’s sake.” Even behind bars, how-
ever, these men and women continued
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| [

THE SALVATION ARMY BAND
With tambourine and trumpet, cornet and drum the Salvation Army Band aitracis
altention on the streel corner and its members express their joy in the Lord and
his Gospel.
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their ministry, endeavoring to save the
souls of their fellow prisoners. Today
The Salvation Army has an extensive
program within correctional institu-
tions and also helps released prisoners
obtain a useful place in society.

“INVASION” OF UNITED STATES

Despite slander and persecution, the
Army increased, spreading rapidly
through England, Scotland, Ireland and
Wales. In 1879, a.family named Shirley
came to the United States. Their 16-
year-old daughter was an officer in The
Salvation Army. She held her first
meetings in a stable in Philadelphia,
drawing large crowds. As the work ex-
panded, she wrote to General Booth,
pleading for reinforcements.

The “invasion” of the United States
was led by Commissioner George
Scott Railton and seven lassies. On
March 10, 1880, they landed in New
York and held an open air meeting
in Battery Park, officially launching
The Salvation Army in the United
States. Although they encountered in-
difference and violence, these early Sal-
vationists won thousands of converts.
In 1886, President Grover Cleveland re-
ceived a delegation of Salvation Army
officers at the White House and gave
his official endorsement to the Army,
renewed since by each succeeding presi-
dent.

The State of New York, which issued
a charter of incorporation to The Sal-
vation Army in 1899, described its pur-
poses as ‘“the spiritual, moral and
physical reformation of all who need it;
the reclamation of the vicious, criminal,
dissolute and degraded; visitation
among the poor and lowly and sick, and
the preaching of the Gospel and the
dissemination of Christian truth by
means of open-air and indoor meet-
ings."”

ITS SOCIAL SERVICES

To accomplish these aims, the Army
has developed a broad spiritual and
material ministry, meeting needs of
those of all ages without regard to race
creed, class or nationality. It operates
hospitals, maternity homes, nurseries,
senior citizens clubs and residences,
USO units and Red Shield clubs for
servicemen, summer camps, residences
for businesswomen of moderate means,
shelters, schools, social centers, ete. It
is especially known for its work in dis-
aster relief, and in the rehabilitation of
prisoners, alcoholics, and unwed moth-
ers.

Its social services are an integra)
part of the Army's program, which in-
sists that faith be coupled with works
Every religious unit of the Army is als:(;
a center of humanitarian activity, ang
there are also many specialized Cénters
where The Salvation Army uses th‘
latest techniques of medicine pq,e
chology, psychiatry, group ang w;}:
therapy, and casework, all fortifje ]t rk
spiritual guidance. o by

The many-sided activiti :
Army arve directed by it oll%?cm? l o
numbering 25,000, including oy e O
in the United States, Officep pnrs. 21000

es, Officey Candidateg
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are no longer drawn from reformed
outcasts, although dramatic examples
of conversion are still to be found in
their ranks. Now, however, many come
from families with strong Salvationist
backgrounds.

Candidates are carefully screened for
character and aptitude before being
admitted to an intensive two-year
training school. The course is designed
to make specialists in Christian soldiery
and personal evangelism. Those gradu-
ating from the training school are com-
missioned officers, whose functions
parallel those of ministers in other
Protestant groups. They are recognized
legally as ordained ministers and serve
as chaplains in the armed forces.

Women are admitted to officership
on the same basis as men. The Salva-
tion Army was the first religious or-
ganization to give women a status
equal to that of men. One of William
Booth’s daughters, Evangeline, even-
tually served in the Army’s highest
post. Officers may marry only within
the organization. A wife holds the same
rank as her husband, but has her own
specific assignments. Divorce is not
sanctioned by the Army.

As in other military organizations,
officers live in quarters provided by the
Army. They are subject to frequent
transfers and must be ready to go
wherever sent. They are required to
observe total abstinence from the use
of intoxicating liquor and tobaecco, and
in general, lead a disciplined, dedicated
life.

SOLDIERS OF THE LORD

Lay members of the Army are called
soldiers. They hold regular jobs in the
community, but are also required to
give as much of their spare time as pos-
sible to Army service. Many play a
musical instrument, for the Army has
found music a potent weapon in its
fight. A number of its hands have won
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Worldwide observance of the
100th anniversary of the Salvation
Army in 1965. National Commander
Holland French says that “from its
beginning as a small mission move-
ment in London, the Army has be-
come an active, Christian force in
71 countries and geographical areas.
Today, in all corners of the world,
Salvationists are serving the needy
of every race, color, and creed.”

acclaim from noted musicians. A re-
cent innovation has been the use of
guitars and folk singers to attract
young people.

Soldiers and officers alike frequently
participate in open-air meetings, in the
Army’s long tradition of bringing the
word of the Lord to those who need it,
wherever they may be. They also strive
to win converts by their examples of
Christian faith and service.

Salvationists are at work today in 71
countries, preaching the Gospel in 147
languages. Throughout the world, they
attempt to live according to the advice
of William Booth, who wrote, “Don’t
allow the world's praise to attract or
its blame affright you from the dis-
charge of the duty you owe to God, to
yourself, or to the souls of those about
you. God will take care of your reputa-
tion if you make his glory and your
own duty your sovereign aim.”

MOMENTS WITH GOD

New devotional quarterly

PILOT EDITION of 12 pages is
now ready for distribution in all
churches.

ORDERS by churches and in-
dividuals can now be sent.

THE SALVATION ARMY IN JAPAN

Cadets in Tokyoe, Japan start out to proclaim the Gospel on the city's sireets and
to distribute copies of "The War Cry,” publication of the Salvation Army,

By Dr. Louis R. Johnson
FPastor of the Willow Rancho Baptist
Church, Sacramento, Calif

Yes, I am a tither, and I have been
for many years, but it was not so from
the beginning of my Christian life.
Though reared in a fine Christian
home, and spiritually reared in a fine
heme church, tithing was not a part
of my Christian experience.

I was first challenged with tithing
while attending the Moody Bible In-
stitute in Chicago, Ill. I noted that
the majority of the students tithed.
Systematically and conscientiously
they took a tenth out of their meager
earnings, and laid it aside as the
“Lord’s money.” Sometimes they would
be in such dire straits that they had
to borrow from the Lord, but always
faithfully paid it back. My eyes were
opened, and my heart convicted at
such dedication.

While in seminary, Mrs. Johnson
and I were married, and from the very
first we began to tithe. We have never
gone back on that covenant with the
Lord, and most of the time we have
given far beyond the tenth. I know_of
nothing that has brought such jo¥
and blessing in our lives as tithing.
We united with the Forest Park Bap-
tist Church, and took our place 1
the church not only as workers but
also as givers. How happy we were, a5
we entered our first pastorate, to be
able to preach and exhort our people
to do what we ourselves had prac-
ticed through our student years.

What has tithing meant to me?

1. It has forever taken, as Dr. Earli¢
V. Pierce used to say, the “stew” out
of stewardship. Giving becomes a truly
Joyous experience.

2. It forever makes God's work fore-
most and precious. “For where your

treasure is, there will your heart D€
also.”

3. It gives liberty and fearlessness
In preaching about tithing and urging
it upon others.

4. It gives all of life a sacredness
for we sense a partnership with God
in all things.

5. It becomes an amazing experience
to witness how God provides for the
one who tithes.

6. Lastly, it is a source of tremen-
dous spiritual blessing both to the in-
dividual and to the church. Malach!
3:10 is still in the Bible. Read it to-
day and start tithing! The windows ©
heaven pouring out God's blessings
will open for you,
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The Meadow Lark Baptist Church of Edmonion. Alberta, showing the chapel and educational unit (left) and the worshipful
church sanctuary (right). Rev. William W. Sibley, pastor is standing behind the pulpit (center picture).

God’s Wonders at Meadowlark

In this suburban area of Edmonton, Alberta there is a constant flow of people moving in, and at the
Meadowlark Baptist Church there is a tremendous feeling of expectancy. Church Extension Builders will
be making their gifts in June 1965 toward this project.

By Rev. William W, Sibley, Meadowlark Baptist Church, Edmonton, Alberta

Ge

A_ND JOSHUA SAID unto
the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to-
morrow the Lord will do wonders
among you” (Joshua 3:5). There was
much land to be possessed and the peo-
ple had the promise of God to be with
them as they went forward.

Here in the Meadowlark Baptist
Church of Edmonton, Alberta, we see
the presence of God as he continues
to lead his people. This work which was
begun as a venture of faith is speedily
becoming a growing and strong church.
The prospects of this area of Edmon-
ton are almost overwhelming. There
are blocks of new homes only recently
construeted, waiting for owners. There
is a constant flow of people moving
into this beautiful area of the city.
Some are Baptists; some are of other
churches; some have no church connec-
tion whatever. God has given Meadow-
lark Baptists a tremendous opportunity
to minister to the needs of all these.

A STEADY GROWTH

In spite of inclement weather during
the past three months, God has blessed
our church with a growing attendance
and the addition of some new members.
The Sunday school is showing steady
growth under the fine leadership of Mr,
J. W. McKay. Our CBY group is close
to an average attendance of 20. The
youth of the church has shown a new
interest in the mid-week prayer serv-
ice and now constitutes half of our at-
tendance on that night.

Our Sunday services are growing,
and we are especially blessed to see the
evening attendance grow so that on
some of the nights we have seen the
church full. The work of the Girls’
Missionary Guild and the Boys' Brigade
cannot be spoken of too highly. Many
new families are being contacted for
the church through these programs.
And the efforts of our lay people
toward the success of these programs
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is a cause for much rejoicing. There are
as many as 42 girls and 20 boys out to
G.M.G. and Boys’ Brigade on Friday
evenings, and many of these come from
homes outside of our church families.

All of us are looking forward to the
completion of the entire building proj-
ect. Our present facilities are being
taxed by an increasing Sunday school
attendance. When the last unit has
been built, there will be 25 classrooms
and an increase in our church’s seating
capacity to 485. Of course, this is still
in the future, but, if the Lord tarries,
we shall make this goal and fill this
church.

HEAVY BURDENS TO BEAR

Our present facilities have been
greatly improved since the first of the
year. The sanctuary floor has been
tiled and all the walls on the main
floor of the church have been painted.
New hymnals have been ordered, and
we are hoping that very soon we will
be able to order pews. We have a beau-
tiful sanctuary with the arches, the
platform arrangements and the cross,
all lending themselves to a worshipful
atmosphere.

There is still, however, a heavy fi-
nancial burden vresting wupon the
church, We have consistently failed to
meet our proposed budget for 1965, this
being set up on a weekly basis. And
with the indebtedness of our present
facilities still weighing upon us, we find
that it is a battle all the way to sur-
vive.

We would ask the members of the
denomination to remember us in prayer
that these needs might be met. We are
praying that, as the church grows in

Why not become a
CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDER?
God’s blessing will be ¢n your
gift and ministry.

stature, its members will begin to sense
a church loyalty that will lead them to
tithe and to give sacrificially toward
its continuing ministry. We are thank-
ful to our many friends for their dona-
tions which have made so many things
possible here in Meadowlark, The new
hymnals are being donated, and the
paint and tile were also donated to us.
The beautiful carpet on our platform
was donated by a non-member.

A SPIRITUAL LIGHTHOUSE

There is a tremendous feeling of ex-
pectancy here in the Meadowlark Bap-
tist Church. It seems as if the people
expect this church to go, to grow and
to be a spiritual lighthouse. Dr. Tozer
has well written that “faith without ex-
pectancy is dead.” It is a tremendous
joy to minister to a people who have an
expectant faith, for this leads to an
evangelistic church whose ministry can
be and will be felt to the ends of the
earth.

We are beginning to make plans for
the annual Missionary Conference and
our evangelistic campaigns. These are
to be a supplement to our program of
constant evangelism and outreach., We
are endeavoring to keep the doors of
our church open wide to all who believe
and to help them become assimilated
into the service of our church. We shall
endeavor to keep our Baptist testimony
constant in this area of Edmonton and
to point out to all what is the basis and
what are the beliefs of our church,

We know that God has a purpose for
this church at its present location. Ang
we know that God will work out his
purposes to his glory and the upbuild-
ing of the local church as we trust the
promises of God in respect to its fyu-
ture. For he has said, “Be strong and of
a good courage; be not afraid, neither
be thou dismayed: for the Lorg th
God is with thee whithersoevey d

s thoy
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Rev. and Mrs, William J. Appel and their family of six

children during their pastorate at the Faith Baptist Church
(present name), Minneapolis, Minn., 1925-1930,

“How thankful I am to Christ Jesus
our Lord for choosing me as one of
his messengers, and giving me the
strength to be faithful to him” (1 Tim-
othy 1:12—Living Letters).

Dr. Roy L. Smith tells of an experi-
ence he once had in Japan, of which
I am reminded as a result of a request
from Dr. Leuschner that, in view of
celebrating my 50th anniversary in the
Gospel ministry, I prepare an article
for the “Baptist Herald.” On a visit
to Japan, Dr. Smith's attention was
attracted to a young Japanese who
stood reverently and in deep medita-
tion before a series of wooden tablets
arranged on terraced shelves. Because
of a growing interest, but reluctant
to intrude upon the young man’s medi-
tation, Dr. Smith waited for an op-
portune moment and then, apologiz-
ing, requested an explanation of his
action.

The young Japanese, bowing cour-
teously, expressed a willingness to ex-
plain, and said, “These various tablets
represent my paternal ancestry. This
one (pointing to a tablet on the lowest
shelf) represents my father; those fur-
ther up my grandfather, and so on,
to still earlier generations; and as I
stand here I meditate upon what man-
ner of man I should be in the light of
my heritage.”

A RICH SPIRITUAL HERITAGE

In an old diary kept by my father,
he speaks of his parents in this wise:
“Though heing poor as to the wealth
of this world, they were rich in their
faith in Christ Jesus.” He tells of the
family of 12 children, the four eldest
of whom migrated to Canada from
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Germany with their parents; the other
eight, of whom he was one, were born
in Canada. Father was born in Wil-
mot, Ontario, on Sept. 28, 1854. The
parents and children all attended the
local Baptist church, and it was here,

REV. WILLIAM APPEL

the father of Dr. W. ]. Appel, a saintly

minister of God who served with great

distinction in NAB churches in Los Ange-

les, Calif.; Ebenezer, Detroit, Mich.; Erin

Ave., Cleveland, Ohio; and Bethlehem,
Pa., ameng others.

Fifty Years in the
Christian Ministry

It is inspiring to review the pilgrimage of a life,
especially that of one of our outstanding pastors,
who grew up in a Baptist parsonage, traveled wide-
ly as Y.M.C.A. secretary, went to Northern Nigeria
as missionary, and faithfully served as pastor of our
churches, touching many lives with the glory of
Christ. He is still actively preaching the Gospel to-
day as interim pastor in Spokane, Wash.

By Dr. William Judson Appel Celebrating His 50th
Anniversary in the Gospel Ministry

at the age of 18 years, that my father
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ and
was baptized with his sister, Frieda,
into the membership of the church.
New Hamburg, Ontario later became
the family home. Visiting ministers
were frequently guests in the home,
among whom was Professor August
Rauschenbusch, the founder of our de-
;Iomyi'national Seminary in Rochester,

The Centennial of our General Con-
ference was a reminder of an experl-
ence that came to me in North Free-
dom, Wisconsin, where I was assisting
Rev. Henry Hirsch in a series of evan-
gelistic meetings. A telephone call re-
quested me to visit an elderly lady
who said she had something of interest
to relate ahout my grandparents.

Mrs. Albus told me that she had at-
tended the 1st General Conference 0
our North American Baptists in Wwil-
mot, Ontario in 1865. The visiting
guests were entertained in the homes
of the memhers of the church. An-
nouncement was made that all who
had no invitation for the first noon-
day meal, among whom was Mrs. Al-
bus, were to be served at the farm
home of Grandma Appel. In speaking
of this later, grandmother always in-
sisted that the Lord performed a mira-
c!e that day, for there was not suffi-
clent food for the large group who
came but all went away satisfied.

My maternal grandparents were€
members of our church in Rochester:
N. Y., where father as a student at
our Seminary first came to know My
mother. She often told of the close
friendship between her mother and
Mrs. August Rauschenbusch. The son:
Walter, was a member of grandfa-
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ther's Sunday school class, and, al-
though sometimes mischievous, was al-
ways ready with the answers. It was
in the home of these grandparents in
Rochester, N. Y., that I first saw the
light of day on Sept. 19, 1885.

DR. ADONIRAM JUDSON

My middle name, Judson, was select-
ed in an interesting way. It was given
to me because of my father’s close
association in the early 1880's with
Dr. Edward Judson at the Berean
Baptist Church of New York City, aft-
erward known as the Judson Memorial
Baptist Church in memory o‘f .Dr.
Adoniram Judson, the famous mission-
ary to Burma. I still have in my pos-
session my father’s calling card, show-
ing his address as 59 Barrow Street,
in the Greenwich Village section of
New York City, and on the reverse
side the printing: “Berean Baptist
Church, Pastor, Edward Judson; Ger-
man Assistant Pastor, Reverend Wil-
liam Appel.”

During a series of evangelistic meet-
ings conducted by him in a later year
in Newark, New Jersey, my father
took me to meet Dr. Edward Judson
who at that time was living in an ap-
partment of the new Judson Memorial
Church in Washington Square, New
York City.

While I was a student at Gordon
College, the American Baptist Foreign
Mission Society, whose headquarters
at that time were in Boston, Massa-
chusetts, was revising its filing system
of correspondence following a fire
which caused considerable damage and
loss. I was employed to go through
the material and to file such papers
and letters as were not too badly dam-
aged and, while so engaged,_ I dis-
covered some of the letters written by
Edward Judson to his father who was
then on the Burma mission field. En-
closed in one letter was a pe-nciled
statement giving account of his use
of a 50-cent allowance. Among the
items was “a tithe of 5¢.”

I praise God for Christian parents,
who early took me to the house of
God. The family altar was meticulous-
ly observed, both morning and eve-
ning, the singing of hymns constitut-
ing an important part. In my ter_lth
year I gave my heart to Jesus Christ.
Tt was the faithfulness, in teaching
and example, of a consecrated Sunday
school teacher which led me to make
the greatest decision of my l_ife. A
meeting with the deacons who listened
to my testimony, and the joy that fill-
ed my heart as I walked pome w:t‘h
my father afterward are still fresh in
my memory. :

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., CHURCH

From that time on, it was the all-
absorbing purpose of my life to be-
come a missionary to Africa. I well
remember the frequent walks with my
father, a great lover of the outdoors,
through the foothills surrounding Los
Angeles, Calif., when he would en-
gage me in conversation regarding
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DR. AND MRS. W. J. APPEL
of Salem, Oregon.
Dr. Appel is celebrating his 50th anni-
versary of his active Christian ministry
in 1965.

love for the Word of God, and in a
very simple way sermonize, thus all
unconsciously sowing the seed that
would later develop into a conviction
of devoting my life to full-time serv-
ice for Jesus Christ.

The influence of another Sunday
school teacher, a widow, made a last-
ing mark on my life and led me to
appreciate increasingly as the years
went by the importance and sacred-
ness of the ministry of a Sunday
school teacher.

Following my testimony before the
church, I was accepted for member-

EBENEZER SUNDAY SCHOOL, D

5 ‘:._:.. ...;‘!m ol - L
ETROIT, MICH., 55 YEARS AGO

ship, after baptism. The first unit of
our little chapel in Los Angeles, not
being equipped with a baptistry, the
facilities of the old First Baptist
Church were used.

My first official responsibility in con-
nection with the Sunday school was
1o serve as librarian. A limited num-
ber of books was kept on shelves in
the lower part of the pulpit, for which
I was privileged to carry the key. At
that time a portion of the Sunday
scheol lesson period was devoted to the
study of the German language, and
little German ABC books were dis-
tributed with the other Sunday school
materials. A German Bible, bearing
the date 1900, with the chapters be-
ginning with the Book of Genesis
checked as they were read by me, was
returned to me only a few years ago
by a man to whom I had loaned it he-
cause he had none of his own.

Many years were to follow before
the days of definite preparation for
the realization of my dream of service
in Africa.

EBENEZER CHURCH, DETROIT

A significant period in my spiritual
development was my membership in
the Ebenezer Baptist Church of De-
troit, Michigan, where during the min-
istry (1903-1909) of my father the con-
gregation moved from a small frame
building into its new house of wor-
ship on Mount Elliott Avenue. Every
Saturday evening a small group met at
the church for prayer, with one par-
ticular petition considered and that
was for a world-wide revival. I believe
this sincere concern for the salvation
of souls played a vital part in main-
taining throughout the years the mis-
slonary spirit still so evident in the

(Continued on page 1)

Primary Department of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Detroit, Mich., where William
). BAppel (right, rear) had his first experience as a Sunday school teacher,
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The Cathedral at Strassburg, Germany. In these state

Report

churches “one can expect that two per cent or less of its
membership will attend services on a normal Sunday.

IN A VULGAR ATTEMPT to
harmonize their practices and theories
with those of German Protestantism,
the Nazis established the “Protestant”
German Christian Church in the 1930’s.
Many churchmen accepted this “new
church;;’ some enthusiastically, some
under duress.

There was notable opposition to the
regime. It found its expression in the
“bekennende Kirche” (the Confessing
Church) and the Barmen Declaration
of May 1934. This manifesto insisted
that the church could have only one
Lord, Jesus Christ, and that allegiance
to him, not to any man, was the cen-
tral duty of the Christian and the
church.

These convictions the bekennede
Kirche (b.K.) sought to implement. In
doing so, it met furious persecution.
Karl Barth was forced to flee to Swit-
zerland; Martin Niemoeller was one of
a number of pastors who spent the war
in Nazi prisons or concentration camps;
and the brilliant young theologian and
pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, was exe-

§;ted on April 9, 1945 at the age of

OFFICIAL STATE CHURCH

But the Nazis were never able to
desffroy the b. K. and its witness. Thus
during the war there were two “Evan-
gelische” churches in Germany, the
German Christian Church and the b. K.
Both claimed to be the rightful descen-
dant of the pre-war “Evangelische
(Protestant) Landeskirche” (“official”
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state church, along with the Catholic
Landeskirche) which was comprised of
both Lutheran and (Calvinistic) Re-
formed churches. Of course, the state-
collected tax on the income of church
members, through which the Landes-
kirche was supported, went to the Ger-
man Christian Church, not to the b. K,

The end of the war marked the end

The statue honoring John Guienberg, the

printer of the famed Gutenberg Bibles,

in the city of Mainz, Germany with the
Cathedral Church in the background.

from Germany:

Hard and Easy Answers

The first of a series of three interpretive articles on
Christianity in Germany by a Baptist student who
is In Germany on a Fulbright Scholarship and a
Yale University “Day Fellowship.” He is a member
of the Parma Heights Baptist Church, Cleveland,
Ohio where he was ordained June 12, 1964. He
studied at Harvard and Yale Divinity Schools (cum
laude). He and his wife are active in the work of

two missions in Berlin.

By Rev. Frederick Bonkowsky of Berlin, Germany

of the German Christian Church. The
leaders of the b, K. assumed important
posts in the post-war E.K.D. (Evan-
gelische Kirche in Deutchland). Many
hoped that the Nazi experience would
result in E.K.D. willingness to “go it
alone;” to become separated from the
state  particularly at the important
point of finances,

But the E.K.D. chose to reject the
b. K. pattern (naturally in West Ger-
many only. A different situation exists
in the east as a subsequent article will
report). The reason given for this de-
cision was that the church considered
itself, and wanted to remain, responsi-
ble for the entire people. Most observ-
ers believe, however, that the church
paid no little attention to the prestige
associated with being a Landeskirche
and to the financial benefits of support
by taxation rather than by voluntary
centribution.

CHURCH TAXES

The pre-war situation thus returned.
Ninety-five per cent of the West Ger-
man citizenry are members of the
Protestant or Catholic Landeskirche.
The government takes ten per cent of
each member’'s income tax and trans-
fers the money directly to the church
txjeasury. In effect, a person receives
his name and becomes a “church-tax
payer” at the same time (his infant
baptism). He can have his name re-
moved from the church roles only by
officially declaring such a desire to &
government agency,
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As one businessman put it, “Although
I don't believe anything, I don't exactly
want to declare myself a heathen ei-
ther.” It does not cost much to be a
church member; so why not remain
one? The common (indeed almost uni-
versal) practice is to be in church at
cn2’s baptism, confirmation, and then
perhaps once a year. Many children
also receive religious instruction in
school.

Since the German income tax is dif-
ferent from the American, the average
German Landeskirche member ends up
“giving” between one-half and two
per cent of his income to the church.
More than this is not required. Perhaps
Bonhoeffer had these practices in mind
when he spoke of “cheap grace.”

“RICH, EMPTY AND NEAR DEATH”

The E. K. D. is rich, empty, and may
be very near death. In West Berlin
alone, over fifty million marks (f.our
marks equal one dollar) were received
from church taxes in 1964. The E. K. D.
can reckon with receiving one per cent
of the income of the Protestant fifty
per cent in West Germany. It can al_so
expect that two per cent or l_ess of its
membership will attend services on a
normal Sunday. Churches with ten
thousand members and an average at-
tendance of one or two hundred are
not unheard of. sl o&

Little is being done about this sm_:a-
tion which involves a maximum (‘)f. five
per cent of the membership participat-
ing in the church in any way. A pastor
hardly knows where to begin with his
thousands of members. Furthermore,
everything is against hir_n. By cust_om
the pastor baptizes, confirms, marries,
and buries: but he rarely sees his par-
ishioners beyond that. Present practice
tells the church member that'he is a
Christian and will obtain salvation with
a minimum of concern.

The E. K. D. largely refuses to dis-
cipline its members, even for the most
flagrant violations of ch.urch_ly teach-
ing. An all too common sight in Ber[n},
where housing is particularly scarce, is
a man and woman, both church mem-
bers living together in an apartment
without benefit of clergy. Perhaps the
church doesn't know; perhaps it is busy
clsewhere.

THE PLACE OF THE PASTOR

The E. K. D. is presently building
many new and beautiful churches
throughout the Bundesrepublik. The
pastor has it good, at least externally.
Ile is still treated as a “‘special person”
in the society. Perhaps few hear him
preach. But his pay remains three or
four times that of the average factory
worker and his home is often the finest
in the district.

It seems that the church could re-
gain some of its “cutting edge” by re-
storing discipline and making “grace”
less cheap. But this might be to cut its
own financial throat. And no church,
German or American, Evangelisch or
Baptist, likes suicide.

Theologically, the church is not so

May 20, 1965

THE RHINE COUNTRY

Along the Rhine River grapes ripen on
the hillside and the church steeple rises
imposingly over the village.

much “modernist” as it is irrelevant.
To speak of reality is to step on many
toes (compare the American churches
on the race issue.) It is more conven-
ient to preach long, dry, exegetically
correct sermons filled with moralistic
platitudes, theological shibboleths, and
the “pure (irrelevant?) word.”

To be sure, there are exceptions.
There are E. K. D. members whose
commitment and witness to the Gospel
are radiant and joyous. There is many
a faithful pastor who honestly seeks to

TEMPELHOFER DAMM BAPTIST CHURCH

and often is able to communicate God’s
Word to a society as materialistic as
any behind the Iron Curtain. But the
weight of tradition, institutionalism
and, most of all, the anchor of current
practice is largely against any effort to
break through the present deadness.

BAPTISTS OF GERMANY

‘The Baptists of Germany are very
different from and very alike their
bre_thren in the E, K. D. The Nazi
period had its effects on Baptists. It
brought their union with the strongly
persecuted Plymouth Brethren and a
change of official name from Baptisten
to Evangelische Frei Kirche (Protes-
tant Free Church). The war and its
aftermath fully established Baptists as
a Christian denomination rather than
a “sect,” which they had often been
called before.

Immediately after World War I the
number of believer baptisms surged.
The same was true after 1945 as the
reople, caught in despair and difficult
problems, sought aid where they could
find it. Baptisms reached a peak in
1948. But as their situation improved,
the people turned their cnergies in
other directions. Thus, by 1963 bap-
tisms were less than 30 per cent of
their post-war high.

Baptist church membership cannot,
of course, increase without baptisms.
Church membership is now lower than
it was in 1953. In this regard there
seems to be little difference between
West and East Germany.

Though the largest of the free
churches (Protestants outside the Lan-
deskirche including Methodists, Men-
nonites, ete.), Baptists are a minority
of less than two-tenths of one per cent

(Continued on page 24)

This Protestant Free Church (Baptist) in Berlin-Tempelhof, Germany is an example
of the new attractive Baptist buildings which have been consiructed since the
end of the war.
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FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHRISTIAN
MINISTRY—DR. A. J. APPEL

(Continued from page 11)

life of the church.

At Ebenezer I had my first experi-
ence as a Sunday school teacher and
as leader of an active and devoted
group of young people. I recall vividly
the unusually fine relationship that
existed between the young people and
older members of the church, especi-
ally the officers, among whom the
Koppin brothers, Frank and Paul,
stand out in my memory. Not only
were the Koppins active in every area
of the church’s life, but they shared
in the ministry of the young people in
conducting services on Sunday after-
noons in various institutions.

The church licensed me to preach
and gave me the responsibility of hold-
ing meetings on Sunday afternoons in
the homes of members living in a
growing community some distance
from the church. Later I was privi-
leged to conduct worship services in
two small churches on the outskirts
of Detroit, one in the morning and
one in the evening. It was the Ebenez-
er Church that at a farewell service
later commended Albert Lang, father
of Dr. George Lang of our Seminary,
to our Seminary at Rochester, N. Y.,
and me to Gordon in Boston, Mass.,
and presented each of us with a beau-
tiful Bible.

My father had never expressed him-
self concerning my desire to go to the
mission field until the eve of my de-
parture for studies at Gordon, when in
a Sunday morning sermon he told of
his own desire as a young man to go
to the mission field. Although this
was never realized, he had prayed for
a son who might some day serve in
this way. This was, of course, a com-
forting confirmation of my call to
Africa.

A significant contribution to the life
and ministry of the Ebenezer Church
in Detroit, as well as to my own life,
was the coming into the membership
of the families of Albert and August
Lang. Both Lang brothers later en-
tered the ministry and served faith-
fully in a number of our churches.
Members of these families, of whom
Dr. George A. Lang of our Seminary
is one, have made and are still mak-
ing a significant contribution to the
cause of Christ in the homeland and
on the mission field. Another brother,
Fred, and Margaret, daughter of Al-
bert and a sister of Dr. George Lang,
were missionaries of the Sudan In-
terior Mission in Nigeria, West Africa.

These contacts brought us into clos-
er relationship with the Sudan Interior
Mission and Dr. Roland V. Bingham,
its secretary. The mission was at that
time considering a ministry in some
of the rail centers of Northern Nigeria,
similar to that of the Young Men's
Christian Association, and it was hoped
that I might prepare for this particu-
lar branch of missionary service.
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YMCA WORK

While at Gordon College in Boston, I
became acquainted with Dr. E. C. Her-
rick, later president of Andover New-
ton Theological Seminary, who was at
that time pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Charlestown, Mass, and
with whom I served as pastor's assist-
ant during my student days. It was
here that I became acquainted with
the Army and Navy Branch of the
Young Men's Christian Association and
its work in connection with the men of
the Navy in the Charlestown Navy
Yard, joined the staff, and served for
some time.

This led to a call to serve as YMCA
Secretary aboard one of the battle-
ships of the Atlantic Fleet, and I was
privileged to make a winter cruise to
Cuba on the U.S.S. Delaware. Several
months were spent in assisting in the
maintenance of a ministry at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, where each ship's
company spent some time ashore es-
tablishing camp and in small arms
practlce_ on the rifle range. A building
was maintained for reading and recre-
ation. It was the day of the silent
movies and there was equipment for
the entertainment of the men. I had
the opportunity of conducting worship
services on Sunday and a Bible Class
during the week, and also had the
privilege of personal contact with
many of the 1200 men aboard ship.

A.fter my return from the Atlantic
Cr_unse, I was called to the secretary-
sh:p of a civilian Young Men's Chris-
tian Association in Madison, New Jer-
sey. It-yvas at this time that I was
united in marriage with a former
classmate at Gordon College, with
whom I was privileged to share joys
and Sorrows for 33 years. To this
marriage six children were born and
reared_, two of whom are in the Gos-
pel ministry.

Then I followed the call of t
First Baptist Chyrch in Fall Riv:r?
Masg;., where Dp, Herrick was now'v
serving as pastor. In addition to the
home cP_]urch in the downtown area
of t.he city, two chapels were support-
ed in other parts of the city. One of
these was my special responsibility.
It was here in the year 1915 that I was
ordained into the Gospel ministry.

MISSIONARIES IN AFRICA

At laslt_the time had come for the
long-anticipated missionary ministry in
Africa. Because of my wife's training
as a graduate nuyrse and the need for
someone to oversee the completion of
a building which was to serve as a
Rest Home for missionaries, we were
assigned to the station at Miango, on
the Bauchi Plateau, a thousand nrailes
from the coasta] city of Lagos, in
Nort_hgrn Nigeria. Owing to unsettled
conditions during the First World War
ju-avel on the high seas hecame almost'
impossible for missionaries ready for

furlough. For this reason they were
given periods for rest and refreshing
on the Plateau, some 5,000 feet above
sea level, where there was less danger
from the tropical diseases, which were
so common in the lowlands where most
of the work of the missionaries was
carried on.

Administering the building opera-
tions, maintaining a dispensary, and in
general caring for these missionaries
were our responsibilities. The Rest
Home was located some 20 miles from
the railhead at Jos, with no connecting
road except a single footpath over
rocky hills and deep gorges. The radio
was unknown at that time and infor-
mation from the outside world came
largely through Reuter's Dispatches,
sent to us by British and Australian
tin miners in distant camps.

A long siege of tropical disease made
necessary my return to the homeland.
Following a period of recuperation and
furlough, I was ready to return, but
the Mission Board, based on the re-
port of the physician, refused to allow
me to do so fearing a recurrence of
the old malady.

ENRICHING PASTORATES

At this time my father was serving
his last pastorate, at our c]u_u'ch in
Bethlehem, Penn. He was not in good
health and I assisted him for some
time. It became necessary for him to
spend some time in a sanatorium, dur-
ing which period I served the church.
Upon the Lord's eall to him, I became
his successor. Services in the Calv_al‘y
Church of Bethlehem at that time
were conducted in the German lan-
guage. It was here that the parents
of Bruno and Robert Schreiber, min-
isters of our fellowship, were active 11
various branches of the life of .1he
church. Also, Rev. Victor Prendiger
and Rev. Philip Potzner were recom-
mended by the church as students to
our Seminary.

My next ministry was with ourl
church in LaCrosse, Wis. Thirty-five
years later I was privileged again _tO
serve this church, in an interim min-
istry, and to my joy I discovered a-
mong the present leaders some whom
I had been privileged to baptize 11
their youth.

From LaCrosse, Wis., I followec_l a
call to the First German Baptist
Church of Minneapolis, Minn., (now
Faith Baptist Church), where I served
with great joy for five years. It was
during this ministry that the church
celebrated its 60th anniversary, and
that I was privileged to extend the
hand of fellowship, among others, to
the mother and other members of the
family of Dr. Frank H. Woyke, our
executive seeretary. A member of this
family, Fred Woyke, who had been liv-
ing in Minneapolis for some time and
whom I had the privilege of uniting
in marriage with Miss Flora Minx,
was at that time serving as a deacom,
faithful and loyal to his Lord and his
church,

(To Be Continued)
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© On Sunday, April 4th, 24 new mem-
bers were received into the member-
ship of the Colonial Village Baptist
Church, Lansing, Michigan by the pas-
tor, Rev. Robert Penner. Twenty of
these followed the Lord in baptism on
the previous Sunday, March 28th.

© Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Weick of
Sioux Falls, S. Dak. have announced
that a daughter was born to them on
April 4 who has been named Joyel
Dawn. Mr. Weick is a 1965 graduate
of the North American Baptist Semi-
nary and the pastor-elect of the Bap-
tist Church at Randolph, Minn.

® The Faith Baptist Church of Ver-
non, B. C., has called Rev. Walter K.
Schroedter of Prince George, B. C,
as its pastor to which he has replied
favorably. He will begin his ministry
in the Vernon church on June 13, suc-
ceeding the late Rev. Henry Schatz.
Mr. Schroedter has been serving as
the pastor of the Bethel Baptist
Church of Prince George, B. C., since
1960.

© On Monday, April 12, Rev. Jakob
Rauschenberger of Prince Rupert,
B. C., was called home to glory at the
age of 61, following a lingering illness
of some months. He was the pastor
of the Bethel Baptist Church of Prince
Rupert since 1960. Following a minis-
try in several Baptist churches of Ru-
mania, he and his family fled as refu-
gees to Germany and later emigrated
to Canada.

® The First Baptist Church of St.
Joseph, Mich., has extended a call to
Rev. Kenneth Fenner, who served the
church as the associate pastor from
1963 until the death of the former min-
ister, Rev. L. H. Broeker, in January
1965. Since then he has been rendering
an appreciated ministry as the interim
pastor. Mr. Fenner has accepted the
call and is now serving in a full time
capacity as the minister of the church.

® The North Highlands Baptist
Church of Dallas, Texas, has extended
a call to Rev. Gordon R. Thomas of
Fessenden, N. Dak., to which he has
replied favorably. He has announced
that his pastorate will begin on June
1st in the Dallas church, a Church Ex-
tension project of the denomination,
succeeding Dr. Louis R. Johnson, now
of Sacramento, Calif. Mr. Thomas has
been the pastor of the First Baptist
Church, Fessendon, N. D., since 1960.

@ The First Baptist Church of Moose-
horn, Man., has extended a call to
Mr. Klaus Tonn of Sacramento, Calif,,
a student at the Winnipeg Bible Col-
lege, Winnipeg, Man. He has accepted
the call and will begin his ministry in
the Moosehorn Church following grad-
uation from Bible School on June 1st.
He will succeed Rev. Bruno Voss, pas-
tor of the Whiteshell Church of River
Hills, Man., at present. On May 11
Miss Gloria Stender of Kipling, Sask.,
and Mr. Tonn were married.

® Mrs, Dorothy J. Knalson of Roches-
ter, N. Y., widow of Rev. Fred Knal-
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son, was united in marriage to Mr.
Gordon W. Mullen on March 13, 1965.
The marriage took place in the chapel
at the Naval Air Station in Key West,
Florida with Commander Paul G.
Riess, a brother of Mrs. Mullen, offici-
ating. Commander Riess is the Protes-
tant Chaplain at the Key West Naval
Air Station. Mr. and Mrs. Mullen will
be making their home in Rochester.

what’s happenin

® The God's Volunteers Committee of
the denomination has announced that
Rev. Walter Hoffman, director of God's
Volunteers for the past 7 years, has
presented his resignation which was
accepted by the Board of Missions at
its annual sessions in April. Mr. Hoff-
man served as God's Volunteers direc-
tor with faithfulness and personal en-
thusiasm. The resignation will be ef-
fective in August 1965. He hopes to
serve again as pastor of one of our
churches following August.

® The Missionary Baptist Church of
Cleveland, Ohio in conjunction with
the denominational Church Extension
Committee has extended a call to Rev.
Erhard Knull of Anamoose, N. Dak.,
to become its pastor. He has served
as the minister of the Rosenfeld Bap-
tist Church near Anamoose since 1962.
Mr. Knull has accepted the call and is
beginning his ministry at the Cleveland
church on May 16. The church is re-
ceiving financial aid as one of our 70
de?ominational Church Extension proj-
ects.

® Dr. Peder Stiansen of Chicago, IIL,
professor of Church History and dean
of t'he Northern Baptist Theological
S.emmary for 15 years before his re-
tirment in 1957, was called to his heav-
enly Home on Sunday, April 4, at the
age of 85. He published several books
on the history of Norwegian Baptists
in Amet‘ica. He was a frequent speak-
er in North American Baptist churches
in the Chicago area and was widely
known and beloved for his graphic
Scriptural messages. He is survived by
his widow and two daughters.

® The Temple Baptist Church, Swan
River, Man., held a Teacher Training
Course from March 8 to 11 with Rev.
John Binder of the denominational De-
partment of Christian Education teach-
ing the course. The textbook used was
“Teaching That Makes a Difference”
by Irene Smith Caldwell. Mrs. Dave

Binder reported: “Our active and pros-
pective teachers were enlightened and
encouraged to continue and to advance
in their important task as teachers.”
Rev. Herbert Bushkowsky is pastor
of the church.

® The German Baptist Church of Tor-
onto, Ontario, with Rev. Otto A. Ertis
as pastor, has been conducting a week-

ly radio ministry, “Words of Life"” in
German since January 1965. The
broadcast is every Sunday morning
from 8:30 to 9:00 AM. on Station
CHWO (1250), Oakville Radio Ltd.
The Toronto Church has more than
$13,000 in its Chapel Building Fund,
hoping to increase the fund to $20,000
by 1966 when the church plans to
make a down payment for a church
building site for a church in a better
location, as reported by the pastor.

© Mrs. O. W. (Minnie) Brenner of
Carlstadt, N. J., passed away on Feb.
3rd, a short time after the homegoing
of her husband, Rev. O. W. Brenner,
to whom she was married on May 27,
1908. She and her hushand served
numerous NAB churches, the last pas-
{orate having been the Central Church
of George, Iowa. In June 1958 the
Brenners observed their golden wed-
ding anniversary. Surviving are two
sons, two daughters, and two grand-
chilldren. The obituary of Rev. Otto
W. Brenner appeared in the March
11, 1965 issue of the “Baptist Herald.”

® From Sunday, Feb. 28, to Sunday,

March 7, the Salem Baptist Church,

Kitchener, Ontario conducted evangel-
istic meetings with Dr. J. Thiessen of
Germany serving as evangelist. He
brought a series of messages on “The
Revelation of God in this Atomic Age
Mr. Thiessen is a returned missionaliy
from Indonesia, and has a unique gift
of fascinating an audience. Attendane

was even beyond expectations. A fe N
ture in the program of specia] mu =
was the Sunday school boys’ brlSlC
band. Two persons came to the J; g
edge of the saving grace of the L(;‘I%\\rl-

® Rev. David Agnor, Dire
2 ¢ f et s
tian Education at the Gr o g

Baptist Church, Grosse pOOSse Pointe

Mich., recently presenteq ﬁ;gerg?gds,
na-

tion and announced that
he hagq
deen

(Continued on bage 24)



BY MRS. DELMAR WESSELER
of Lorraine, Kansas
President of the Woman’s Missionary Union

INTRODUCTION

Our women have already become en-
deared to our Broadcast Editor, Ade-
line Kopf, who so capably selects ma-
terials for our information and for our
inspiration. As a former Broadcast
Editor, I too cherish the close fellow-
ship (which Mrs. Kopf mentions) which
I experienced in corresponding with our
beloved missionaries. I would like to
enccurage our readers to buy a supply
of 11 cent air form letters and as the
Spirit prompts, to write to our mis-
sionaries, one by one.

MRS, EDWARD KOPF

of Plevna, Montana
Editor of “"The Broadcast.”

Incidently, our Mrs. Kopf has a two-
fold reason for having special interest
in missionaries, for Missionary Ernest
Zimbelman is her brother! I shall let
Adeline speak for herself concerning
her most interesting life.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
of Adeline Zimbelman Kopf

I grew up in the area of McClusky,
N. Dak., where I received my public
school training and also my spiritual
training, becoming a member of the
McClusky Baptist Church at the age of
nine. Having felt a definite call to pre-
pare for some area of Christian work,
1 aﬂtpnded the Baptist Missionary
Training School in Chicago from which
I graduated in 1951, While at the
school I had the privilege of a summer
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From the Professor's Desk

By Professor Ralph E. Powell, North American Baptist Seminary,
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

What are various religious forces do-
ing to alleviate the increasingly evident
moral decline of our day?

One of the tragic characteristics of
certain influential contemporary relig-
ious leaders consists in emphases and
pronouncements that seem to this
writer to encourage moral decline
rather than to alleviate it. Instead of
taking a bold stand against the con-
spicuous evils of our day, not a few
prominent clergymen propound theories
and devise approaches that justify or
excuse much that seems so obviously
to be ungodly and irreverent.

A striking example of this is the
enthusiastic following that Bishop John
A. T. Robinson has enjoyed since the
publication of his very controversial
book Honest To God. Now he has writ-
ten another volume, The New Refor-
mation?, which is said to carry a stage
further this religious debate.

STRANGE DEFENSE
OF SECULARISM

One would not expect the defense of
secularism and worldliness to come
from within the church, but this is,
unfortunately, one of the traits of much
modern religion. The argument of Bish-
op Robinson’s new book is, in fact, that
the church is totally irrelevant to con-
temporary life. The world is not asking
“How can I find a pardoning God?"
but “How can I find a gracious neigh-
bor?" says Robinson. His advocacy of
a secular theology and a new morality
for a world that has outgrown moral
abzolutes is well known.

Dr. Theodore A. Gill, president of
San Francisco Theological Seminary,
acdressing the Committee on Intellec-
tual Freedom of the American Library
Association, said that the church is
afflicted with moralists who are out of
context with the times. He complained
against those who are attempting to
censor what they consider obscene or
lurid literature and films, for this is to
deprive individuals of their right to in-
tellectual freedom, “In theology,” he
said, "Protestant thought is shifting
from what I would call a content
Christianity to a context Christianity.”

spent in Europe under the sponsorship
of the Baptist Youth Fellowship. Dur-
ing my Senior Year and for one sum-
mer I served as Seripture Memory Di-
rector at Forest Park and enjoyed
visits to our churches and summer
camps.

My first full-time place of service
was as Christian Education Director
for the Oak Street Baptist Church of
Burlington, Towa, which position T kept
until my marriage to Edward Kopf,

(Continued on page 17)

Theology must adapt itself to the con-
crete circumstances instead of applying
a juridical or propositional ethic
(“Thou shalt,” “Thou shalt not”) to
what it encounters in society. The
ethics of esthetics must pervade relig-
ious circles.

Maintaining that any person, re-
gardless of age, should be permitted to
read such books which have been re-
garded as objectionable and obscene l?y
certain groups, Dr. Gill was frank in
his defense of these books. If a child is
of sufficient mental maturity to ap-
preciate what many would classify as
objectionable and indecent, he shou_ld
be permitted to do so. On that basis,
so-called questionable books should nqt
be excluded from public or school li-
braries. Churches should take the leafl,
Gill said, in re-educating the public in
enjoyment of intellectual freedom.

CONTEMPORARY MORAL DECLINE

In one of the publications of a prom-
inent American seminary, an article
appeared under the title, “The Search
for Obscenity,” in which it was stated,
“All of the material earmarked for
suppression is not as bad as many of
these [censoring] groups believe, and
indeed, may have some value even
though rather salty language _and
lengthy descriptive scenes of dubious
nature are included.” The author con-
tended that nudity and obscemt'y
should not be objected to on the basis
of some moral scruples, but only as to
whether it is essential or irrelevant to
the writer's purpose; that is, whether
it is necessary to the point which the
book or movie is trying to convey.

The January 25 issue of Christianity
and Crisis carried an article by How-
ard Moody entitled, “Toward a New
Definition of Obscenity,” which stated,
“Vulgar and bawdy language may well
be objected to on the basis of aesthetics
and social manners, but it is hardly
justifiable to make a moral or theologi-
cal case against raw language as the
Church has tended to do . .. From a
theological or ethical perspective, ‘dirty
words’ are a terribly inadequate base
from which to write a definition of ob-
scenity.” Christians should redefine
what is obscene or pornographic, it
was urged, not being obsessed with
vulgar language or indecent physical
exposure, but being concerned with the
dehumanizing aspects of our culture,
like capital punishment and racial dis-
crimination.

The writer feels that the contempo-
rary moral decline and the very ambig-
uous position taken by various religious
leaders is of such significant considera-
tion that he will return to this theme
in the next issue.

BAPTIST HERALD

WE THE WOMEN

(Continued from page 16)

who was then pastor of the Holloway
Baptist Church in Minnesota. That was
12 years ago, and our ministry has
taken us out to Odessa, Washington,
and now to Plevna, Montana. While in
the Pacific Conference it was a great
joy to serve as White Cross Chairman
for three years and then to be elected
president for the Pacific Conference
W. M. U. However, we moved to Mon-
tana before I really served in that of-
fice. We have three children: LaVaun
10; Sandar 7; and Mark 5.

MY GREATEST JOY
By Adeline Zimbelman Kopf

The “Speak Up” column in the “Bap-
tist Herald” has proved very interest-
ing. I have been thinking about the let-
ter from someone who wondered how
people get to be on the committees that
meet in Forest Park and get that “free
trip"” when others have to do the work
at home without ever receiving any-
thing for it. Others have lately asked
me how I got into this “inner circle.”

At first, when I was asked to assume
the duties of Broadcast editor, the first
thought was that I couldn’t possii?]y
get away from my home and family
to take that long trip to Forest Park.
With traveling time included, it would
mean over five days away from my
children who have to get to school each
morning, among other things, Some-
how, this too worked out and although
the trip was interesting and meeting
with other ladies on the committee was
as inspiring experience, I would go on
to say that this has not been the most
rewarding part of serving as editor
of the Broadcast.

The biggest thrill that has come has
been the correspondence which I car-
ry on with our missionaries. Every let-
ter I receive brings a new message to
me. It is important to me that I pray
specifically for each missionary who is
to contribute to an issue. As I read
their letters and articles, I am assured
that God has directed them in writing,
just as he directs their work and all
that they do in his service. As long as I
can remember, letter writing has been
a favorite pastime for me. We have a
large family—all over the world—and
T even continue correspondence with a
friend with whom I started first grade.
Through the years I have been asked to
write for Youth Compass, Baptist Her-
ald, and later for the Program Packet
and the Broadcast.

I would leave this thought with you
from Luke 12:28 “Where a man has
been given much, much will be ex-
pected of him; and the more a man has
had entrusted to him the more he will
be required to pay” (New English Bi-
ble). This could be referring to mater-
ial wealth, but I also feel that it ap-
plies to the talents which the Lord has
given. Truly, the Lord requires obedi-
ence to him in whatever place he has
seen fit to put us,
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CHURCH GROUND BREAKING EXERCISES, STEVENSVILLE, MICH.

Left to right, front row: Eric Yops, John Greeman, Doyle Barkmeier, and Rev. B. A.
Itterman, pastor,

Back row: Rev. Daniel Fuchs, Rev. Norman H. Vernon, Rev, Kenneth Fenner, Rev.
Paul Deal and Mr. Robert Smith.

Lakeshore Baptist Church, Stevensville, Mich.

Report of the church’s first anniversary and ground breaking serv-
ices held on Sunday, March 7, 1965

Sunday, March 7, was an exciting
and blessed day for the members of the
Lakeshore Baptist Church, Stevens-
ville, Mich., for two reasons: first, this
was the day of their first anniversary
since organization, and secondly, it was
the day when ground could be broken
for the building of the first two units
of their church. Rev. Daniel Fuchs of
Forest Park, Ill., served as the guest
speaker for the festivities.

The local N.A.B. churches were rep-
resented by their pastors at the 4:30
p.m. ground breaking service which
was attended by 200 people. Mr. Eric
Yops and Mr. Doyle Barkmeier repre-
sented the Lakeshore Church. The
C.B.Y. Band under the direction of Mr.
Sam Searfoss played several numbers
for this outdoor gathering. Rev. B. A,
Itterman, pastor, turned the first
shovel of dirt, thus marking the begin-
ning of building activities on the 9 acre
site.

The “Old Advisory Board” under the
chairmanship of Mr. Richard Seel

planned and served the supper at 5:30
p.m. at the Lakeshore High School
where the congregation meets regular-
ly for services. A large birthday cake
with one candle on it marked the age
of the church, and 155 persons shared
in the informal fellowship of that
“birthday party.” The day's activities
were climaxed by a program after
the supper attended by 180 people. The
highlight of the program was the re-
cording of the late Rev. L. I1. Broeker’s
voice and the words he spoke at the
charter signing service of the church
one year earlier. It was through the
vision of this man and through the
leadership that he gave to the TFirst
Baptist Church of St. Joseph that the
Lakeshore work was begun.

God has blessed this work since its
beginning and the future looks bright.
On a recent Sunday morning the at-
tendance at Bible School reached 141.
Praise God from whom all blessings
flow!

CHILDREN’'S DAY PROGRAMS
SUNDAY, JUNE 13

This is THE DAY for children in our
churches with their songs, recitations and
smiles. The offerings on this Children’s Day
Sunday will be designated for the Chapel
Building  Fund.

LAYMEN'S FAMILY CONFER-
ENCE, JULY 17-24, 1965

A wonderful spiritual vacation for the en-
tire family at the lovely Baptist Assembly,
Green Lake, Wisconsin., Secure the literature,
rates and program highlights, and make your
RESERVATION soon.
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amuel A
Where  wyg David's 11:1.2

¢ No room for anything
}el]'se. ‘gs Wish we could have awakened

im ™M his deadly stupor, but he
seemed to have been blind to every-
thing but his immediate passion and
deaf to any warning voice even if it
were t0 come from heaven, When Na-
th'an appeared in front of him he was
still only semi-conscious, trying to rest
with a slumbering conscience,

X %I. SIN REVEALED. IT Samuel 12:

God did not given Nathan an easy
assignment. Remember that in the
New Testament John the Baptist lost
his head because he reminded Herod
of. his sin, Nathan was both clever and
wise, and he prepared one of the
most dramatic parables in the Bible.
He needed courage and tact, for it
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was extremely dangerous to challenge
the authority and will of a king.

However, the prophet also knew that
basically David was tenderhearted and
that he had a passion for justice. The
story of the little ewe lamb must have
started David dreaming about his life
as a shepherd many years ago. The
sudden climax of the story brought
him back from his reverie. His angry
blood raced through his body; his eyes
flashed and he pronounced judgment
immediately. But he did not know that
he pronounced the death penalty a-
gainst himself,

III. SIN PUNISHED. II Samuel 12:
8-10.

There is a certain blindness in our
natures which makes us poor judges
(?f ourselves and our sin, and excellent
judges of others and their sin. But the
prophet had good timing. He knew
exactly when to let the axe fall, and
he brought it down without mercy. In
no uncertain terms, he let David know
how_many unearned blessings he had
received from God. It was God who ap-
pointed him king, who delivered him
from Saul, who gave him the place,
who gave him a united kingdom. David
had to suffer for his sin, and he pulled
the nation down with him. Rebellion
and confusion followed him for the

rest of his life, even though his re-
pentance was sincere,

Questions for Discussion:

L What was the difference between
Saul's repentance and David's? Why
was one forgiven and not the other?

2. Why must j
with the guilty oo People suffer

3. How can w

nough not to I’alE e Eng &

1 into sin?

A TEACHING GUIDE
Date: Jupe 6, 1965
Theme: DAVID AND ABSALOM
Scripture: II Samuel 15:10-13; 18:31-33

THE CENTRATL, THOUGHT: God
was able 1o hea] pDavid when he was
brokenhearted over his sin. But who
can heal the_ broken heart of a father
who has a disobedjent and lost son?

INTRQDUC'I‘ION: The last words of
Natha.n in the previous lesson still echo
as an indictment on the house of David:
“The sword shall never depart fl’()n"l
thine house.” Thig dire prophecy hegan
to unfold tragically in the next chapter
when A})salom killed his half brother
Amnon in revenge for Amnon’s sin with
his sister Tamar, Because of this, Da-
vid refused to see Absalom for a num-
ber of years until finally all was fop-
given (II Samue] 14:24-33).

Absalom had royal blood in him from

both sides of the family. His mother
was Maacah, daughter of Talmai, king
of Geshur. He is described as a very
handsome young man, with long beau-
tiful hair, perhaps the result of a Naz-
arite vow. He was very popular with
the people, aggressive and ambitious.
All the marks of a great and talented
man were evident, but they were all
used for selfish aims and purposes. In
a very sly way he was already super-
ceding David as the supreme authority
in Israel.

I. BACKGROUND OF ABSALOM'S
REBELLION.

There is no doubt that the king’s af-
fair with Bathsheba cost him a great

“deal in prestige, and Absalom was clev-

er enough to take advantage of this.
There is a difference in winning the
hearts of the people and in stealing
them. It is recorded that “Absalom
stole the hearts of the men of Israel”
(II Samuel 15:6). His hypocrisy was so
successful that David had no idea what
was happening even though much of
the intrigue was taking place in and
around the palace. As we follow the
whole procedure, it is difficult to be-
lieve that such a vicious plot could
take place in the house of David. Per-
haps in his old age he was not as alert
as formerly.

II. PLANNING THE REBELLION.
II Samuel 15:10-13.

Through a strong emotional appeal
and an attractive personality, Absalom
was able to gain enough support for a
major insurrection. His father was
naive enough to believe that his son
was very pious when he asked to go to
Hebron in order to pay a vow unto
the Lord. It put David off guard and
gave Absalom an opportunity to send
his spies into all the tribes of Israel to
prepare for his military coup. Some, of
course, went in their simplicity, un-
aware of what was at the bottom of it
all.

When David finally heard about the
plan, it was almost too late and he had
to flee the city and gather his forces
together.

ITI. CRUSHING THE REBELLION.
II Samuel 18:31-33.

David wanted to win the battle but
he also wanted to win his son. It was
therefore no easy task to tell David the
sad tidings of his son’s death. With the
hearing of the tragic news, David be-
came more father than king, Victory
beca;ne bitter in the sad truth that one
of his most beloved children had to die.
The most heart-rending words ever
uttered were those of David, the father,

(Continued on page 19)
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110th Anniversary at Ridgewood, N. Y.

The Ridgewood Baptist Church, Ridgewood, N. Y., celebrates its 110th anniversary, honors its former
pastor, Rev. Paul Wengel, and holds an important Recognition Service.

By Miss M, V. Ahnen, Church Reporter

A blizzard in January cancelled the
celebration plans of the Ridgewood
Baptist Church, Ridgewood, N. Y. on
the anniversary date, but the disap-
pointment was only temporary because
on April 3 and 4 we were able to ob-
serve our 110th anniversary. Festivities
started with a banquet on Saturday
evening with the guests of honor many
members of the Evergreen Baptist
Church. A well planned program fol-
lowed, under the able leadership of the
Pastor, Rev. A. Lamprecht.

Evergreen Church members were in-
troduced by families to the guest speal.i-
ers and the congregation. Mr. Ed}vm
Marklein responded with appregat}on,
especially for the banquet invitation.
Mr. Lamprecht remarked that Rev.
Frank Orthner, a member of Ever—
green, was observing his 60th annivers-
ary as a graduate of our Seminary and
an ordained NAB pastor. Dr. A. E.
Kannwischer, professor at Eastern
Baptist College, recalled his 11 years as
our pastor. Mrs. A. E. Seibert, daugh-
ter of our most illustrious pagtt_)r. Rev.
J. C. Grimmell, brought reminiscences
and greetings from the members of the
Grimmell family still living. Rev. Wa}-
ter Macoskey, representing the Ameri-
can Baptist Convention and a]§o a son
of Evergreen Church, spoke briefly.

The choir enriched the program wit]q
its “Alleluiatic Sequence” and the musi-
cal highlight of the evening came when
Miss Harriet Kern presented her emo-
tionally satisfying i.nterpret'atlon .of
Chopin’s Scherzo in E Major. Mls_s
Kern is majoring in piano at Ylale Uni-
versity. Her father, Rev. Rubin Kel"n,
former pastor and now Eastern Dis-
trict Secretary, brought the banquet
address.

Mr. F. C. Arnold, Church Moderator,
read a letter conferring honorable rec-
ognition of the Rev. Paul Wengel as
Pastor Emeritus. A skit was presented
on the lives of our choir director and
organist, Mr. and Mrs. H. V. Ross, who
have been an integral part of 'the
church for 40 years. A numbe_r_of slides
depicting various personalities and
their activities were narrated by Mr.
Harold Kris, He also introduced Mrs.
John Marquardt as the oldest living
member of the church who joined in
1894.

With keen spiritual perception Dr.
Frank Woyke of Forest Park, Ill., on
Sunday morning presented a sermon on
the dangers and duties of the Christian
Church in the contemporary world. The
communion service followed, at which
the unification of the members from
the Evergreen Church with.the mem-
bers of the Ridgewood Baptist Church
was sealed. Messrs. Edwin and James
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A memorable service commemorating
“the unification of two congregations” at
Ridgewood, N. Y,

Left to right: Mr. Harold Kris, Mr. Frank
C. Arnold, Rev. A. Lamprecht, Mr. Edwin
H. Marklein and Mr. James Marklein.

Marklein represented the Evergreen
members uniting with Ridgewood and
Mr, F. C. Arnold spoke words of wel-
come from Ridgewood. Messrs. James
Marklein and Harold Kris, deacons of
Evergreen and Ridgewood, respectively,
also exchanged greetings. The hymn,
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me,”
properly expressed the desire and need
for the Lord’s blessings in this venture.

PASTOR EMERITUS, RIDGEWOOD
BAPTIST CHURCH

(Action taken by and letter read at
the 110th anniversary service of the
Ridgewood Baptist Church).

Dear Rev. Wengel:

It is with great pleasure that we in-
form you officially that by unanimous
action of the church, it has been de-
cided to confer upon you the honorary
title of Pastor Emeritus of the Ridge-
wood Baptist Church.

Your years of service with us during
two pastorates merit this honor. Those
years of service saW many momentous
and historical events occur in the life
of the church. You came to us in
1920, as a neophyte, succeeding the Rev.
J. C. Grimmell, who had served the
church loyally and outstandingly for 35
years. Not many years after your com-
ing, the church property on Montrose
Ave. was sold and our field of labor
transferred to Ridgewood where we
worshipped in “The Enchanted Barn.”
Then this new edifice was erected and
dedicated in 1925. You inspired your
congregation to assume those financial
responsibilities and to sacrificial giving.

On returning for your second pastor-
ate in 1950, your building activities
again came to the fore. The “Enchant-
ed Barn” was demolished and a modern
parsonage built in its place.

These are but some of the highlights
in your illustrious career as minister
of the Gospel while serving our church.
Many other services were rendered to
our denomination. Outstanding was
your chairmanship of the committee
which gave us our North American
Hymnal.

Much more could be said of your
devotion and dedication in your chosen
field of labor, but suffice it to say you
have served your Master loyally and
well. For this and because of our love
for you we do you this honor.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

(Continued from page 5)

related. Apollos, who preached the Gos-
pel to these twelve men, had a faulty
knowledge of the Good News, but God
used him nevertheless. When Paul met
these new converts he observed that
something more was needed. He asked
them: “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you believed?” They answered
that they had not even heard whether
the Holy Spirit was given.

Two things should be clear to us
from this passage: 1) that it is normal
to receive the Holy Spirit at the time
of experiencing saving faith; and 2)
should the believer's experience be
faulty or incomplete, the Spirit may be
received upon more correct understand-
ing and favorable response.

Let us be sure that we can always
enjoy the presence of the Spirit of Gogd
in our hearts to foster the best possible
relationship and fellowship with the
three persons of the Godhead.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS

(Continued from page 18)

over his son. In those despairing wordg
one can feel that David thought of his'
own failures as well as those of hig
son,

Perhaps the most meaningfu] lesson
we can learn from this experience g
the willingness of David to lay down h;i
life for his son. It would not have say ‘g
Absalom, but we do have Ohe eve
Jesus Christ, who laid down hlis l'efn
that we might have life fOl‘evermo;:

Questions for Discussion:

1. Was David selfish in mour
only for his own son and not for al
young men who died in order
press the rebellion of Ahsale
IT Sam. 19:5-6).

2. What can we learn g :
authority and about obeclilz‘z'.tltclr)\z"]rental

3. Should parents b Jeeny

& € s0 b
they have no time for thejp é;?ﬁmt : o
‘en?

n‘mg
; 1 the
O sup-
m? (See
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PRESIDENT VENINGA AT TA-
BOR COLLEGE. Visiting the Tabor
College campus at Hillsboro, Kansas
on April 5 was Dr. Frank Veninga,
president of the North American Bap-

tist Seminary, Sioux Falls, S. Dak.
Speaking at the chapel service Dr.
Veninga underscored the concern
which he, along with many others have
felt, for entering the various ministries
of the church. In bold strokes he de-
picted world needs as they relate to
church leadership. Present at the
chapel meeting and in the fellowship
pericd which followed were Rev. Mel-
vin Warkentin, pastor of the Em-
manuel Baptist Church, Maricn, Kan-
sas and Seminary graduate Donald
Decker, pastor of the Strassburg Bap-
tist Church (rural) near Marion. Seen
on the attached picture is Dr. Roy
Just, President of Tabor College.

OAK BANK, MANITOBA. A “Chil-
dren’s Hour” is now conducted in the
Oak Bank Baptist Church, Oak Bank,
Man., by Lorraine Albrecht and her
sister Madlin as teachers. Bible is
taught and memory contest verses are
heard. All of this is done during our
mid-week Bible Study and Prayer
Hour. Visitation among the older mem-
bers of our church has been under-
taken by our youth and has been
greatly appreciated. A room for in-
fants in our church is now in opera-
tion, equipped with large view window
and microphone system. (Mrs. H. R.
McKay, Reporter).

GOLDEN PRAIRIE, SASK. During
the week, March 16 to 23, we of the
First Baptist Church, Golden Prairie,
Sask., had the privilege to have Rev.
Alex Sootzmann of Ochre River, Mani-
toha with us for a series of “Deeper
Life Meetings.” We were challenged
hy the theme of the meetings, “We
Are Ambassadors of Christ.” He also
spoke on “Fast Asleep in Church” and
“God Met Me at Sea.”” On March 5,
the Woman's Missionary Society held
the Women's World Day of Prayer.
The program was ably direc_:ted _by
Mrs. David Unrau, the pastors wife.
After the program, the White Cross
parcels were packed. We are anticipat-
ing great blessings as we work togeth-
er for the honor and glory of God.
(Mrs. Robert Kohls, Reporter).

GREATER ALBERT A AFSSOCI'—
ATION. The Greater Alberta Assng-
ation was held at the Temple Baptist
Church of Medicine Hat from March
25 to 28 on the theme, “Building the
Local Church Program.” Rev. Daniel
Fuchs of Forest Park, Ill., served as
the guest speaker. His messages were
a challenge to all who attended. The
Youth Rally was held on Saturday
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Dr. Frank Veninga visits Tabor College,
Hillsboro, Kansas.

Left to right: Dr. Roy Just. Tabor College

president; Mrs. Veninga, Joyce Veninga,

Rev. Donald Decker. President Veninga,

N.A.B. Seminary: and Rev. Melvin War-
kentin.

evening. Mrs. Viola Martin served as
the chairman. The young people of
the various churches rendered musical
numbers. Mr. Fuchs spoke on “The
Harvest Fields.” The highlight of the
convention was the Song Festival on
Sunday afternoon when the different
church choirs participated and also a
mass choir sang directed by Rev. R.
Kanwischer. Our hearts were thrilled,
and many went home with a greater
zeal to work for God in their churches.
(Mrs. Emma Weber, Reporter).

BEULAH, N. DAK. On Wednesday
evening, March 31, the Baptist Men’s
Chorus of Washburn, N. Dak. pre-
sented a program at the Immanuel
Baptist Church of Beulah. The leader
of the program was their Men's Fel-
lowship president, Mr. Charles Cullen.
Rev. R. C. Stading directed the chorus.
The program consisted of chorus selec-
tions, duets and quartet numbers. A
number of testimonies were also
shared. Then there was a time of fel-
lowship held in our newly redecorated
basement. On Sunday morning, March
28, we of Beulah, N. Dak., had the
great blessing of welcoming Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Giesler of Hazen, N. Dak.,

Seventeen women of the Woman's Mis-

sionary Society, Paul, Idaho, who par-

ticipated in the World Day of Prayer
program.

into our fellowship. We thank the Lord
for fellow-Christians with whom we
can fellowship and work together in
his Kingdom! (Mrs. Edwin Voigt, Re-
porter).

JUNCTION CITY, KANSAS. Fol-
lowing a course on baptism conducted
by Rev. David Priestley, pastor, at
the Highland Baptist Church, Junction
City, Kansas, Mrs. Gerald Shippy was
baptized on confession of her faith in
Christ on Sunday evening, March 21, in
the First Baptist Church of Dickinson
County, Kansas. This was a joint bap-
tismal service of the First Church,
Ebenezer Church and our church. A
Sunday school Teachers’ Course was
held on recent Tuesday evenings, very
cfliciently taught by Mrs. Priestley, the
pastor’'s wife. The visitation program,
usually conducted on Tuesday eve-
nings, will be resumed. This has re-
sulted in new Sunday school scholars
and greater church service and Dorcas
attendance. On April 11 the Dorcas
Society held its anniversary program
with Mrs. Oliver K. Ringering of the
Ebenezer Church, Elmo, Kansas, as
guest speaker. Evangelistic services
were conducted April 26—May 2, with
Rev. Edgar Wesner of the Calvary
Baptist Church, Stafford, Kansas, as
guest evangelist. (Charlie A. Zoschke,
Reporter).

FOREST PARK, ILL. During Febru-
ary and March, a Leadership Training
Course was conducted at the Forest
Park Baptist Church, Forest Park,
I1l. “These Things We Believe,” by J.
Clyde Turner, was the textbook on
which our pastor, Rev. H. J. Freeman,
based ten lectures. It was felt that a
series of this kind on Baptist beliefs
would be beneficial to our entire mem-
bership and not only to the Sunday
school teachers. These lectures, there-
fore, were conducted during the Wed-
nesday evening prayer meeting hour.
The variety of viewpoints existing on
some of our basic beliefs and the pros
and cons of each were very adequately
presented with supporting Scripture
references. It is believed that with a
better knowledge of our differences,
we will be more compassionate in our
attitude toward fellow-Christians who
may differ in some points in their in-
terpretation of Seripture and will chal-
lenge us personally to study God's
Word more diligently, allowing the
Holy Spirit to enlighten our under-
standing. (E. Redlich, Reporter).

| WOman's missionary
soclietics

PAUL, IDAHO. The Woman's Mis-
sionary Society of the Paul Baptist
Church, Paul, Idaho held its annual
Day of Prayer program on Friday,
March 5. Our guests were the women
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of the Rupert Baptist Church. The
theme, “What Doth the Lord Re-
quire?”, presented a heart-searching
question for all who were present.
Those taking part in the program were
Lois Dawson, Alvina Praegitzer, Leona
Connor, Eloise Erickson, Elsie Free-
man, Aleen Young, Virginia Thiesies
and Lena Schafer. The annual program

~of the Woman's Missionary Society

was held on Sunday, March 14. Annual
reports were given by Lois Dawson
and Virginia Thiesies with the trea-
surer, Helen Pasley, bringing the trea-
surer's report. The Scripture was read
by Lena Schafer and Virginia Thiesies
led in prayer. A musical number was
rendered by the sextet: Christine Jen-
nings, Lois Dawson, Alvina Praegitzer,
Lena Schafer, Virginia Thiesies and
Lorana Comstock. The theme of the
program was “Good Reason—Poor Ex-
cuse.” Seventeen women participated
in this fine program. (Mrs. Don Coker,
Reporter).

KYLE, TEXAS. On Sunday, March
21, the Woman's Missionary Union of
the Immanuel Baptist Church, Kyle,
Texas celebrated its 68th anniversary
with special services and a dinner at
the church. The pastor, Dr. W. H.
Barsh, brought the message and an
all Ladies’ Choir sang the anthems.
Following the dinner, reports of the
year's work were presented and officers
for the incoming year were installed.
Mrs. W. C. Schmeltekopf is president
of the Union.

HILDA, ALBERTA. The Woman’s
Missionary Society of the Hilda Baptist
Church, Hilda, Alta., held the World
Day of Prayer program on March 5
together with the Evangelical United
Brethren Church and the local ladies.
This service was held in the Baptist
Church with our women presenting the
program. Mrs. J. Kirschenman was the
program leader. An offering was re-
ceived to go towards the mission proj-
ect of the W. M. U. On Sunday morn-
ing, March 14, the Hilda Baptist Sun-
day school presented ils Bible Pay
program. A variety of poems, readings
and songs was presented. May we
strive to let our light so shine before
men that the Father in heaven may be
glorified! (Mrs. A. Schatz, Reporter).

RACINE, WIS. The new officers of
{he Woman’s Missionary Society of the
Grace Baptist Church of Racine, Wis,,
were installed at our first meeting of
the year with our pastor, Rev. Herbert
Berndt, installing the officers. This was
done in a unique way by presenting
each officer with a secroll on which the
duties and privileges of the officer were
written. The theme of our February
meeting was “Love Transcending”
with our capable program chairman,
Mrs. Arthur Hilker, in charge. We
combined our March meeting with the
World Day of Prayer, using the pro-
gram on prayer written by Prof. Mar-
tha Leypoldt. In April we had a
“Share-a-dish” luncheon with Mrs.
Willis Martin, missionary for C]u]_c‘l
Evangelism Fellowship serving 1In
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‘passage was read by Mrs.
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Woman's Missionary Union of the Immanuel Baptist Church, Kyle, Texas that cele-

X .

brated its 68th anniversary on Sunday, March 21st.

Brazil, as speaker. On Sunday eve-
ning, April 4, our women took part in
the “Meals for Missions” skit, with
our pastor as narrator. We would like
our church to be a missionary giving
and praying church and we hope this
gkit helped to do this. (Mrs. H.
Schacht, Reporter).

ALPENA, MICH. On Friday eve-
ning, March 26, the Ripley Boulevard
Baptist Church, Alpena, Mich., held its
Mother-Daughter Banquet with 180
mothers and daughters in attendance.
The men of the church, assisted by
Boys’ Brigade under the direction of
Charles Mase, served the dinner. The
program, directed by Mrs. Victor Nie-
buhr, was opened with singing led by
Mrs. Paul Thomen with Miss Laura
Behnke at the piano. The Scripture
Charles
Mase and prayer was offered by Mrs.
John Juola. Readings were given by
Mrs. Harold Voss and Susie Klein.
Several musical selections were fea-
tured. The greeting to the mothers
was extended by Harriet Klann fol-
lowed by the response to the daugh-
ters from their mother, Mrs. Norman
Klann. The Salvation Army Captain,
Mr. Bonifield, brought the address on
“Time."” Afterwards 19 dresses and
boys’ outfits were presented for the

Salvation Army Easter Dress project.
(Mrs. Oramel Burnham, Reporter).

FOREST PARK, ILL. On Tuesday
evening, April 6, the Forest Park Bap-
tist Church Woman's Missionary Guild,
Forest Park, Ill., held its annual busi-
ness meeting and election of officers.
The following were elected: Adelaide
Klatt, 1st Vice-President; Ilse Mollen-
hauer, 2nd Vice-President; Eleanor
Zimmerman, Recording Secretary; and
Lena Wuensch, Treasurer. Mrs. B. C.
Schreiber is our president. At this
occasion we were very privileged to
have as guest speaker Miss Esther
Davis, Missionary-Director of the Com-
munity Witness Program for the Chi-
cago Baptist Association. She deals
in a very direct way with the Christian
concerns of our Chicago area and be-
comes involved in current issues and
problems confronting us these days
in the realm of civil rights, social ac-
tion, resettlement of refugees from
all over the world, welcoming foreign
studenits (for whom she also assumes
the leadership in arranging for the
Lincolnland Tour to acquaint them
with the history of the United States),
and many other enervating programs.
“Christian friendliness is everyone's
responsibility,” she said. (E. Redlich,
Reporter).

| €vanGeliStiC SERVICES & Baptisms

ABERDEEN, S. DAK. On Sunday,
March 28, 18 new members were re-

Rev. I. H. Schmuland (left),
the Calvary Baptist Church, Ab
Dak., and 18 new members rec

Pastor of
erdeen, S,

the church on March 23.“'“ s

ceived into the Calvary DBaptist
Church, Aberdeen, S. Dak., by the pas-
tor, Rev. I. H. Schmuland. Five of
these had followed the Lord in bap-
tism, two by testimony and 11 by
church letter. This was our first bap-
tismal service in our new church build-
ing. Since 1948, when the church wasg
started in Aberdeen, we have now
reached our 100 mark. The new mem-
bers are as follows: Mr. and Mrs. Reu-
ben Arlt, Anthony David and Cynthia-
Mr. at}d Mrs. Obed Fischer, Mrs. DO]_‘l
an  Fischer, Mr. and Mrs. Milton
Schrenk and Shelia, Mr. and Mrs. Gary
Helmer, Mr. and Mrs. Leon ard

Bertsch, Mrs, Walter Kost and Luanne

Sehmuland and Sheryl Sei .
3 vl Seidel. .
Tesky, Reporter). (Willarq

BETHANY, PORTLAND,

Bethany Baptist Church ORE. The

of Portlang
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Ore., enjoyed a time of song, story and
sermon with God's Volunteers Team
No. I and Rev. Edgar Klatt during the
days of March 24 to April 4. Four de-
cisions were made for Christ. Many
lives were rededicated to the Lord
and about 400 homes were called on by
our members and the Volunteers. On
Friday evening, April 2, our annual
Guild Birthday Banquet was enjoyed
with a bountiful dinner amidst beauti-
ful decorations. The Volunteers were
our guests and, after the dinner, they
sang several numbers. They have been
a joy and a blessing to our pastor,
Rev. A, Schulz, and to all the members
and friends of Bethany. (Mrs. Evelyn
Keehn, Reporter).

Rev. Clarence H. Walth (2nd from left)
of the Salt Creek Baptist Church, Dallas.
Oregon and 14 of the 16 new members
received into the church during March.

SALT CREEK, DALLAS, OREGON.
During the last month of Rev. C. H.
Walth's ministry at the Salt Creek
Church, Dallas, Ore., two baptismal
services were held as the climax of
the pastor’s ministry. During March
16 new members were received into
the fellowship of the church, the ma-
jority by baptism. The new members
are Alice Bates, Billy Villwock, Jerry
Giesbrecht, Harry Oehler, Rene Oehl-
er, Clare Buhler, Danny Berger, Har-
ry Courtney, Ruby Courtney, Lynn
Courtney, Dennis Rogers, Bernice Lodi,
Randy Lange, Linda Oehler. (Also
Marty Aebi and Linda Fast, who are
not shown on the picture). Members
of the church were certainly inspired
by the harvest that Christ has so faith-
fully ripened that his laborers may
harvest, May his work continue! (Mrs.
Delbert Tilgner, Reporter).

TEMPLE, MEDICINE HAT, ALTA.
From Feh. 21 to 28 a city wide “Cru-
sade for Christ” was held in Medicine
Hat, Alta.,, in the High School audi-
torium under the capable chairman-
ship of Rev. H. Schumacher, pastor of
the Temp'e Baptist Church. The evan-
gelist was Rev. R. Barth of Chicago
with Mrs. H. Barth serving as soloist
and Mr. D. Jost of Winnipeg as music
director for the mass choir. Many
people were saved and others rededi-
cated their lives. On Friday evening,
March 12, the choir and young people
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of the Temple Church presented a
variety program in our church with
many different churches taking part.
Refreshments were served in the lower
auditorium after the program. Every-
one was richly blessed by this fellow-
ship service. (Mrs. Emmer Weber, Re-
porter).

BETHEL, ST. CLAIR SHORES,
MICH. Thirty-five adults, young peo-
ple and children were received into
membership at the communion service
of the Bethel Baptist Church, St.
Clair Shores, Mich., on Sunday morn-
ing, April 4. Two weeks prior, on
March 21, twenty-seven were baptized

; FEE L3140
Rev. Herman H. Riffel (right), pastor of
the Bethel Baptist Church, St. Clair
Shores, Mich., with 27 baptismal candi-
dates.

on confession of their faith. Each of
the adults and young people received
into membership completed a three-
month course of study with the pastor.
Although the children’s course was
shorter, they also gave evidence of a
work of God in their hearts. Many of
those received made decisions during
the Mel Dibble evangelistic meetings
last November. The Lord has given to
the church a spirit of revival so that
another thirty or more are preparing
for membership at this time. (Herman
H. Riffel, Pastor).

ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO. Fol-
lowing the Week of Prayer services,
we of the Immanuel Baptist Church,
St. Catharines, Ontario continued with
another week of special meetings, “A
Week of Deeper Life” (January 11-17).
The speaker was the gifted Rev. Dan-
iel Kolke. Members and friends of this
cengregation opened these nightly
meetings with brief testimonies, either
in word or song. The themes of these
meetings were: “The Dangers, Victory,
Certainty, Testimony and Fruits of
Faith.” The powerful messages, guided
by the Spirit of God, were of great
blessing for many. After only 5 months
of serving this congregation, God
called Rev. Daniel Kolke at the end of
March to New York City to serve
there. We are sorry to see this man
of God leave us and we wish him a
rich harvest and God’s continued bless-
ings in the future. (P. Last, Reporter).

50th ANNIVERSARY, MR. AND
MRS. J. SCHWEIGERT. On Sunday
afternoon, Mareh 21, Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob Schweigert of Washburn, N.
Dak., were honored by their -chil-
dren on their 50th Wedding Anni-
versary. The festivities took place at
the Washburn Memorial dining hall,
with a son-in-law, Robert R. Robinson,
serving as master of ceremonies. The
program featured the history of the
couple read by their son, Woodrow;
t he anniversary poem composed by
Mrs. Florence Renfrow and read by
their daughter, Mrs. Archie Gambrel;
a song by the grandchildren entitled,
“We Honor You”; a short talk by the
pastor Rev. R. C. Stading; and a solo,
“Precious Memories,” sung hy Cleo
Enockson. Mr. and Mrs. Schweigert
were married on March 15, 1915 in the
Congregational Church in Fredonia, N.
Dak. Five of their six living children
were present and about 200 “well wish-
ers” from near and far gathered for
the occasion. The Schweigerts are ac-
tive and faithful members in the Wash-
burn Baptist Church. At present he
is serving as deacon, Sunday school
teacher cf the German class, a mem-
her of the Men's Chorus, and Mrs.
Schweigert is active in the W.M.U.

SALEM, KITCHENER, ONT. On
Sunday, March 28, the Salem Baptist
Church, Kitchener, Ontario celebrated
its fifth anniversary. During this period
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Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Schweigert of Wash-

burn, N. Dak. at their golden wedding

anniversary celebration on Sunday after-
noon, March 21.

by God’'s grace, we were able to erect
and furnish completely a spacious
church. Our baptisms for the period
have numbered 24. It was our joy to
have Rev. John E. Grygo, the editor of
“Der Sendbote,” as guest speaker for
this joyous occasion. The Gospel Mes-
sengers’ Quartet also rendered an ap-
preciated service. The various organi-
zations of the church contributed to

(Continued on page 24)
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Obituary

(Obituaries are to be limited to about 150
words. A charge of five cents a line is made
for all obituaries.)

MRS, MARION ERNST
of Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan

Mrs. Stanley (Marion) Ernst of Grosse
Pointe Woods, Mich., was born on Sept. 13,
1514 in Minneapolis, Minn. Her parents were
Henry Marks and Emma Hirt. She was
married to Stanley Ernest of Detroit, Mich.,
on Oct. 19, 1933 by Rev, H. R. Schroeder in
the Riverview Baptist Church of St. Paul,
Minn. She passed away after a lingering ill-
ness on March 26, 1965. She is survived by
three children: Stanley, Steven and Chris-
tine. She was an active member for many
yvears in the Grosse Pointe Baptist Church
(formerly the Burns Avenue Church). Her
husband, Stanley, who passed away in 19:_)8,
was active in our denomination and was
president of the Baptist Life Association.
She is also survived by her mother who lives
in West St. Paul, Minn.

Grosse Pointe \%apt&st I(\:’[];éll‘flc;.l.:':m

i oods, 4
e A. DALE IHRIE, Pastor

MR. GEORGE HOCHHALTER
of Bismarck, North Dakota

orge Hochhalter of Bismarck, N.

Dj‘ﬁr \g]es b]?)rn at Rohrbach, Russia on ggg
15, 1867. He passed away on Marcl,u 28, g
having reached the age of 97 },g.-arrf. s
Hochhalter married lizabeth Elsc erlggo
Lichtenfeld, South Russia in 1894. In 4
he came to make his home in Ametxl'llca. tse f
tling in the Wilton District, nor h?as vi(l!e
Bismarck. Following the death of 3 v =
in 1941, he made his home with his m{gnt
ter until 1948. In 1948 he became a ,Ii]esl( ent
of the Baptet, flome, 100 i et e ac
i until the ath. . ac
Sl s ekl S
dHned &‘ZZS :Pigegfber of the Bismarck Baptist

Church. il 3
y ur sons, three daughlers,
gramacizn, 0 B AR
4 3 srandce 1. :
?10 c{e?ltt tﬁ‘éeaftiishmarck Baptist C!mr(i}ﬂ}el‘:étet;
Rev. Emanuel Broeckel, Rev. Alfred
and Rev. Allan Strohschein officiating.

; - akota
Blsmarckh{jg{;hs’?ﬁ!({)(i{SCHEIN' Pastor

. LYDIA STADING
gl!nlgehmn, North Dakota

Mrs. Lydia Stading, neg Sauter of .}-Iebf‘rég.
N. Dak. was born in South F{tusst1]aé Fel
29 1806, Her family emigrated to the Zor
ron area in 1909. She was unfec}gg marriage
to Reinholdt Stading Dec. 1. 29  naptized
cepted Christ as her Gavior and was (Ba aeg
in 1915, She joined the A?lu'l]!f()el:?cmempber-
Church, but later transferre her  ebrom.
ship to the First Baptist Chure lLudics' e
She was also a member of the
SMrs. g??:ﬁ}x{ died of @ h:;ﬁ;t R%l\traglE
March 22 in the home of her N ces were
Port Angelus, Wash. N_[emurml fel;nf S bran.
held in the First Baptist Clizurccl
and she was interred in the T Fort
tery. Surviving are three Son'sl'-land Wash. :
Angelus, Wash.; Armin of KIrkIaste, ey
Paul, of Billings, Montana: 6 gr. Ssuter of
3 brothers: Jake and GU_S'?t e of
gi]lings, xﬁmﬂta"?‘ anz(zlndc'hnsslsle;‘sz Mrlsd
Se ngton: 5
Jg?{gleﬁnrugs AELHebmn and Mrs. Dona
Voegele of Hebron.

Iirst Baptist Clmrr:'h b

Hebron, North EI?{\‘}'{)NL'AJ FAUL. Pastor

. ELMER HILL
Mr. Elmer Hill of Loyal, OKldp VEE rieq
Nov. 15, 1910 at Okene, Okla. HE GChs"0
from this earthly life on March & o=
his farm home following ﬂnfa‘:'ic«'l years,
having attained the age. of 5% 5a yicini-
months and 5 days. He resided in o8 o rthly
ty of Loyal Okla, throughout RS G0z o
pilgrimage. 'He was united 1 1 :

May 20, 1965

with Lydia Meissinger on Nov, 17, 1931, At
the age of 17 years, he was converted and
was_baptized on April 17, 1927 upon con-
fession of his faith in Christ as his Savior,
and united with the Immanuel Baptist
Church at Loyal, Okla., where he remained
a faithful member for the rest of his earthly
sojourn. } i .

He is survived by his wife, Lydia: his
mother; 4 brothers: Wilbert, Lester, Alfred
and Irvin: one sister, Mrs. Norma Dobrin-
ski; 4 sisters-in-law; one brother-in-law; one
aunt, Mrs. H. Krause; one uncle, D. Hill;

nephews:; and 6 nieces, Interment was
made in the church cemetery a half mile
north of the church. May the Lord console
the bereaved!

Immanuel Baptist Church

Loyal, Oklahoma

MARTIN DE BOER, Pastor

MR. WILLIAM E. WIEGAND
of Kyle, Texas

Mr. William Ernst Wiegand of Kyle, Texas
was born May 8, 1894 in Caldwell County,
Uhland Community, Texas. He was baptized
at the age of ten and had been a member
of the Immanuel Baptist Church of Kyle
throughout his life. Following a long illness
he died at Marlin VA Hospital on April 3,
1965. All who knew him well remember
him as a faithful member of the Immanuel
Church and a noble citizen of the com-
munity, strongly influencing all with his
Christ-like spirit. .

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Tonie Doyle
Wiegand of XKyle; one daughter, MTrs.
Stephen Parker of Ingleside, Texas: four
sons: William Doyle Wiegand of Abilene,
Texas; Thomas Edward Wiegand of Orange,
Texas: John David Wiegand of Austin, Tex-
as; Rex Dale Wiegand of San Antonio,
Texas: two sisters: Mrs. Edwin Ahlhardt of
Lockhart, Texas; Mrs. Arthur Casselman of
Jeanerette, La.; three brothers: Adolph,
Carl and George, all of San Marcos, Texas:
and 14 grandchildren. Memorial services
were held at the Immanuel Baptist Church.

Kyle, Texas
W. B. BARSCH, Pastor

MRS. KATIE LORENZ
of Durham, Kansas

Mrs. Katie Lorenz, nee Lipps, of Durham,
Kansas was born Oct. 29, 1871 in Old Mes-
ser, Russia, coming 1o the U. S. in 1891.
She went to be with her Creator on March
31,1965 at the Hillsboro Hospital at the age
of 93 years, 5 months and 4 days. She had
been a resident of the Salem Home for the
Aged at Hillsboro for a number of vears.
She was united in marriage to John Lorenz
on August 27, 1894, This union was blessed
with three children of whom one preceded
her in death. Her husband also preceded her
in death July 23, 1941. Mrs, Lorenz became
a Christian in her youth and remained a
radiant witness for her Lord until the end.
She was a member of the Durham RBRaptist
Church for many vears. She was also a
member of the Ladies Missionary Society.

Surviving are: one son, Isaac of Hillsboro,
Kan.: one daughter, Mrs, Theresa Goodwin
of Dallas, Texas; Step-children: Ezra
Lorenz of_ Hillsboro, Kan.; Mrs. Hattie
Schaefer, Kansas City, Kan.: Mrs, Leah
David, Durham, Kan.: also 5 grandchildren
and 7 greatgrandchildren.

Durham, Kansas =

HENRY LANG, Pastor

MR. AUGUST LIPPERT
of Lodi, California

Mr. August Lippert of Lodi, Calif., was
born in Russia, June 11, 1881  and passed
away on March 3 al the age of 83 years.
Death came following & brief period of hos-
pitalization due to a heart ailment. In 1902
he was united in marriage to Katherine
Hoffman in Ashley, Dak., To this mar-
riage were born four children: Emma, Al-
bert, Ella and Walter. He was preceded in
death by his wife, Katherine, in 1932. In
1907, as a young man, he was converted
and  professed faith In Christ as Savior.
Shortly before he moved to Lodi in 1936,
he was married to Helen Schulz, He made
Lodi his home and altended the Temple
Baptist Church. . i

He is survived by his wife, Helen: two
daughters: Mrs. Emma Doerr,” Lodi, Calif.:
Mrs. Ella Broschat, Minot, N. Dak.: two
sons: Albert Lippert and Walter Lippert.
both of Lodi: two brothers: Sam Lippert,
Ashley, N. Dak., and Rev. John J. Lippert,
Waco., Texas: one sister, Mrs. Eva Schmidt,
Bismarck, N. Dak.: 9 grandchildren, and 3
great grandchildren; aS well as many friends
in the church and community,

Temple Bb}pusit Church

i alifornia
B (‘ElEDON G. SCHROEDER, Pastor

MRS. LYDIA DOBRINSKI
of Loyal, Oklahoma
< Tvdia Dobrinski, nee Aderholz, of
L(;\f'll?‘()rlﬁ;ﬂ“\wls born in Trentelburg, Ger-
many on Jan. 29, 1876. At the age ol 7 years,

she came to this country with her parents
and settled near Rosenberg, Texas. After
her marriage she lived at Lorraine, Kansas
for some time, In 1908 she moved with her
family to a farm near Okeene, Okla. Later
she resided in the home of her daughter,
Mrs, Emma Vilhauer, for a number of
vears. The last 4 and !4 years she lived in
Rest Homes. After a short illness her earth-
ly pilgrimage ended in a hospital in Fair-
view, Okla., after having attained the age
of 89 years, 1 month and 19 days.

. On Jan. 30, 1901 _the departed was united
in marriage with Michael Dobrinski. At 19
vears of age she was converted and_ bap-
tized on her confession of faith in Christ
and united with a Baptist church in Texas.
Later she joined the Immanuel Baptist
Church, Loyal, Okla. She is survived by 2
sons: 4 daughters; 2 sisters: 32 grandchil-
dren; 86 great grandchildren; and one
great, great grandson, besides many other
relatives and friends who mourn her depart-
ure.

Immanuel Baptist Church
Loyal, Oklahoma
MARTIN DE BOER, Pastor

MR. ADOLPH BAUDISCH
of Anaheim, California

In the sudden passing of Mr, Adolph
Baudisch of Anaheim, Calif., his wife, Edith,
lost a devoted husband and faithful com-
panion: the church lost a very loyval mem-
ber; and the denomination an unrelentless
supporter. His quiet mannerism, endowed
with a sincere Christian faith, gained for
him the respect of his church and the many
friends who had made his acquaintance.

He was born Nov. 1, 1894 in Lodz, Poland
and passed away on Sunday morning, March
28, at the age of 70 years, 4 months and 27
days, while sitting in his car ready to go
to church. At the age of 10. he came to
America with his parents settling in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island. At the age of 12, he
was saved and baptized into the fellowship
of our former Pawtucket Baptist Church,
Rhode Island. From there he moved to
Philadelphia and joined the Pilgrim Bap-
tist Church and then to Milwaukee, Wis.,
where he became a charter member of the
Bethany Baptist Church., In 1951 he moved
to Anaheim, Calif.,, and united with the
Bethel Baptist Church. His passing is
mourned by his wife, Edith Baudisch (nece
Duesterhoeit) whom he married in Mil-
waukee in 1938: 2 sisters: Mrs. Martha
Fechner, and Miss Mary Baudisch, both of
Milwaukee, Wis.; a niece and a nephew.

Bethel Baptist Church

Anaheim, California

WILLIAM HOOVER, Pastor

MISSION NEWS
(Continued from page 2)

wives of the students.

NEW EDUCATION RECORDS.
Growth in the field of education is also
evident in the Federal Republic of
Cameroon, as reported by our mission-
aries and Dr. R. Schilke. We now have
a total of 133 primary schools in Cam-
eroon where a total of 17,866 children
are enrolled. In our secondary schools,
new facilities must be provided to ac-
commodate the greater number of stu-
dents, and additional staff members are
also urgently needed.

NEW PUBLICATIONS. The Publi-
cation Board of the denomination - is
busily engaged in the preparation and
promotion of outstanding new publica-
tions. Dr. A. Dale Ihrie's book of 108
pages, “What Is The Christian Life?”
is now available. It will be reviewed
in the next issue. The Pilot Edition
(10,000 copies) of the new devotional
quarterly, “Moments With God,” has
been distributed in our churches and
work is progressing rapidly on the first
edition of 96 pages for “Oct.-Nov.-Dec.
1965." A revised edition of Dr. John
Wobig's book “A Look At Baptists” is
now receiving the attention of the Pub-
lication Society. This fine literature is
evidence of the aggressive plans of your
Publication Board.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

(Continued from page 15)

appointed as chaplain with the rank
of Captain in the U. S. Air Force. He
entered training at the Chaplain’s
Training School in San Antonio, Texas,
late in April for a period of at least
a month. The assignment of his field of
service will be made by the Air Force
at the close of his training period. Mr.
Agnor is the fourth NAB Chaplain
serving the United States Armed
Forees.

@ Dr. Frank Veninga, president of the
North American Baptist Seminary,
spoke in the chapel service at Baylor
University, Waco, Texas, on Thursday,
April 1, and visited with several facul-
ty members and the president of Bay-
lor, Dr. McCall. Mrs. Veninga and their
daughter, Joyce, accompanied the
president on this promotional trip. On
Sunday morning, April 4, Dr. Veninga
spoke in the worship service and Sun-
day school of the Central Baptist
Church. On Monday morning, April 5,
Dr. Veninga was the guest speaker in
the chapel service at Tabor College
(see report and picture on page 20).

© The Emmanuel Baptist Church of
Valleyview, Alta., has extended a full
time ecall to Mr. Reinhold Wilde, a
1965 graduate of the Theological De-
partment of the Christian Training In-
stitute of Edmonton. He has been serv-
ing the church as a CTI student on a
bi-weekly schedule for the past 5
months. After May 2nd Mr. and Mrs.
Wilde and their three children will be
residing in the parsonage at Valley-
view. Attendance at the church serv-
ices averages about 60 to 65 and at
Sunday school from 75 to 80. Three
worship services are held every Sun-
day, the early service being conducted
in German.

® Pre-Easter services were held at the
Riverview Baptist Church, West St.
Paul, Minn., from Palm Sunday to
Good Friday evening with Evangelist
H. Palfenier of Minneapolis, Minn.,
bringing the messages. Rev. Harold E.
Woeiss is pastor of the church. At the
Father-Son Banquet on April 23 the
special feature was an inspirational ad-
dress by Tom Hall of the professional
foothall team, “The Minnesota Vik-
ings.” The church paper, “Riverview
Signal,” also reported recently that
Miss Delores Henne, former Cameroon
missionary nurse, has successfully
completed the work toward her Mas-
ter's degree in Education at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

@ On Sunday evening, March 29, a
baptismal service was held by the
Grosse Pointe Baptist Church of Gros-
se Pointe Woods, Mich.,, at which 8
children and adults followed their Lord

in baptism. Those baptized were:
Charles Gabor, Jay Fischer, Albert
Kayser, Kenneth Herrmann, David

Young, Jaequie Jensen, Mrs. Rita Vi-
{ale aind Robert Woods. On Good Fri-
day evening, April 16, the NAB church-
es of Greater Detroit, Mich., held a
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RECORD ALBUM

Receive the Jim Berndt Musical
Family Record Album postpaid (45
ext. play, six Gospel songs such as
The Old Rugged Cross, Sunlight,
ete.) by sending $1.50 to Evangelist
Jim Berndt, 251 Highland Blvd,
Hoffman Estates, Ill.

worshipful service in the Grosse Pointe
Baptist Church with Rev. David J.
Draewell of Forest Park, Ill., as the
guest speaker. This was climaxed by
the communion service with Dr. A.
Dale Ihrie, the Grosse Pointe Church
pastor, in charge.

® Rev. Fred Holzimmer, Cameroon
missionary, spoke at a reecent Mission
Program held by the Shroyer Road
Baptist Church, Dayton, Ohio. He de-
scribed the God's Volunteers Program
for Cameroon and urged enlistment by
qualified young people. The Chancel
Choir of the church sang Easter por-
tions of Handel's “Messiah” at the
communion service on Maundy Thurs-
day evening, April 15. Rev. W. E.
Borne, pastor, has reported “wonder-
ful results from the phone calls by the
telephone brigade.” Members of the
church phone other members and
friends who have been absent about
special happenings and programs in the
church. “It shows that we miss those
who are absent,” Mr. Borne said.

@ On Jan. 19, 1965 Mr. and Mrs. Ger-
hard Puppel of Benton Harbor, Mich.,
arrived in Bonaire, Netherlands An-
tilles, to begin construction work for
Trans World Radio, a missionary
radio station. They are members of the
Napier Parkview Baptist Church of
Benton Harbor. During the past two
years Mr. and Murs. Puppel had felt a
definite leading of God to use their
talents for him. God had blessed them
since coming to America from Ger-
many eight years ago. Even though
they had prospered financially and
were faithful in their giving to the
work of the Lord, they felt God was
asking for more — themselves. This
missionary radio station is now the
largest missionary station in the world.
Prime target areas for Trans World
Radio are Europe, the Middle East, the
Americas and behind the Iron Curtain.

REPORT, KITCHENER, ONT.

(Continuwed jrom page 22)

the program in their own way. It was
further a great joy to have a repre-
sentation from our neighboring On-
tario churches praise the Lord with us.
The day came to a close as we gath-
ered around the tables informally for
refreshments and further well-wishing.
Rev. W. Ertis is pastor of the church.

BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS
JUNE 25-30, 1965

This 11th Congress of thousands
of Baptists from 70 countries of the
world will be reported with many il-
lustrations in the August 1965 issues
of the “Baptist Herald,” Watch for
those colorful accounts!

REPORT FROM GERMANY

(Continued from page 13)

in West Germany. It is difficult for
them to grow for literally everyone is
already a church member, Obviously,
both “Christian” and his pastor resent
the attempts to evangelize him, and the
pleas for him to leave the Landeskirche
and join a Baptist church often fall on
deaf ears.

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING

Still the Baptist churches, though
not rich, are quite alive. Men, young
couples, and youth, so obviously mis-
sing in many churches, are present in
considerable numbers in Baptist wor-
ship services. Congregational and choir
singing indicate that the Baptists have
maintained the healthy tradition of
lay participation. New churches are
being built, though not without finan-
cial difficulties. There is an attempt be-
ing made to pay the 400 pastors at
least as much as school teachers, sO
that they can go about their pastoral
duties with some security and stability
and can devote their energies entirely
to the task to which they are called.
Discipline has not been lost in Baptist
congregations.

Unfortunately, however, there is no
evidence to indicate that the Baptists,
any more than the E. K. D., have
learned to address “mass man” as he
lives in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury. Even in a time when mass media
make information available to all, and
in a land noted for its interest in learn-
ing, Christians have been content to in-
sist that there is unavoidable conflict
between what the scholar discovers an
“what the Bible (as we interpret it)
says.” Thus the church often has re-
mained an agent of conservatism and
antiquarianism instead of being about
its major task of proclaiming God’'s
Good News,

In a time when people are skeptical
and critical of all philosophy and dog-
ma, Christians are too willing to talk
in terms which make little sense to the
hearer and perhaps even to the speaker
Not a lesser, but a greater understand-
ing of the world in which we live is
nee.d‘ed: be this expressed in theological,
political, or sociological terms.

The answer, one suspects, is both
most difficult and surprisingly simple:
It is hard because the church must be
honest, both emotionally and intellec-
tually, with the times. No longer do
Christians dare to pretend that Darwin
and Freud never lived or that cultural
relativity and automation are import-
ant. The duty of the ambassador is al-
ways to speak the language of and to
understand the people to whom he is
sent.

And the answer is simple, as simple
as the prayers of Christians asking
for grace and power to communicate
what they know to be true. It is as
free fl:OI'n slogan, animosity, fear and
deception of others and of self as the
proclamation “God is love” and the pic-
ture of a Cross on a cursed hill,
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