
SJ 
' 



2 

by Wilferd A. Peterson 

How CAN we best keep Christmas? 

How CAN we best defeat the li ttle bit of Scrooge 
of us and experience the glory of the Great Day? 

in all 

By SI NKING t he shafts of our spirits deep beneath the 
s~r~cling tinsel of the surface of Christmas and renewing 
within us the radiance of the inner meaning of the season. 

By FOLLOWING the Star on a n inward journey to Beth
'.ehem to s tand again in awe a nd wonder before t he Babe 
ma Manger. 

B_Y REDISCOVERI NG the faith and simplicity of a. litt le 
child, for of siu:h is t he K ingdom of H ea'l;en. 

By BEING s till and lis tening to the angels s ing within 
our hearts. 

By QUIETLY evaluating oitr l i'l;es according to the Mas
ter's standards as set forth in the Sermon on the Mount. 

By REAFFIRMING the supremacy of the spirit in m a n's 
conquest of h imself. 

B Y REDEDICATI NG ourselves to t he Master's ideals of 
Peace, Brotherhood and Good Will . 

By RESOLVING to give oursel'l;es away to others in love, 
joy and devotion. 

By USING the light of Christmas to guide its t hrouglt 
the dr.1,rlcness of the coming year, refusing to go back to ~h~ 
dim kerosene 7.amps of the spirit when the brilliant electnci
ty of Christmas is m:a:i7.able to show us the way. 

(R . d A Peterson Crom The New 
B eprlnted by permlss.lo.n of Wllfer .,, ·s hustei· New Yori<. copy-
.ook of the Art of L iving, Sim.on m.... c ' 

right 1963.) 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

and BEST W ISHES 
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and 

Hera ld Book a nd Printing Company 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NEWS and NEEDS ... 
MR. AND MRS. BERNDT E. LEM

K E . Mr. and Mrs. Lemke, newly ap
pointed miss iona ries to West Cam
eroon, were commissioned on Nov. 6 
at services held at the I mma nuel Bap
ti~ t Church, Edmonton, Alta. TheY 
with their two sons, Marvin and Mil
ton, left Edmonton on Nov. 24 by 
plane for Germany. They arrived in 
We~t Cameroon on Dec. 8 to assume 
t~eir teaching responsibilites at t he 
Bible Tra in ing Center at Ndu. 

MISS MINNIE RUHN. Miss Kuhn 
underwent back sugery on Sept. 28 in 
E?monton, Alberta. She is now home 
wi th her monther in Edmonton a nd 

(Continued on page 7) 
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God's Indescribable Gift 
Guest editorial by Rev. Daniel Fuchs, Director of Church Extens ion, 

Evangelism and God's Volunteers 

T HE MOST PRECIOUS gift that you can ever receive is the 
glorious Christmas gift with which God would enrich the life of every
one of us. It's a priceless gift, more valuable than all the achieve
ments and honors you may accumulate during t he rest of your life, 
including Nobel prizes, Congressional awards, lavish bonuses, and 
extra dividends. 

We are told that one of t he most valuable paintings in all the 
ar t galleries of t he world is one of Rafael's Madonnas, the glorification 
of the Christ child and his mother. Reliable sources have it, that five 
million dollars could not buy this paint ing. Yet if you receive God's 
Christmas gift and have Christ imprinted in your heart, you have a 
t r easure that maims five million dollars look puny. 

The Apostle Paul called God's Christmas gift to the world "in
describable," and he was not just playing with superlatives. Paul was 
a master of logic, expression and rhetoric, and he was compelled to 
assert that God's Christmas gift to t he world defies all description. 
"Indescribable" he called it. "Thank God for His indescribable gift" 
II Cor. 9 :15 (Goodspeed). 

Not Handel's stining "Hallelujah Chorus" nor Bach's Christmas 
music nor t he angel chorus re-echoing over Bethlehem's fields can 
fully express the height and depth of God's love in Christ J esus. 
Where can we find words or pictures or poetry that will reproduce 
the full majesty of the heart of Christmas? Reason falters, logic fails, 
words are weak in the presence of the mystery of the incarnation of 
God; God made man; the Son of God made the Son of a woman. 

In the presence of t his fathomless mystery of Christmas, mighty 
intellects bow down in humbleness and awe; great masters as well 
ordinary laymen worship with joy and childlike trust. 

When Christmas comes, we usually r emember with our gifts 
those who are our friends. Let us r emember , God gave his Christmas 
gift to his enemies. He gave his gift to those who in their sins have 
risen up and declared war against God. To everyone of us, a nd to our 
world which is suffedng under the destructive powers of sin, God 
offer s his indescribable gift of grace. 

Jesus came to save sinners-that is why the angel's sang. What 
marvelous grace. We are t he r ecipients of his love in spite of our 
unloveliness; we have received his mercy in spite of our unworthiness . 
Do you wonder that the gi·eat Apostle as he thought about the mys
tery of God's grace cried out, "Thank God for his indescribable gift." 

But a gift must be received. No matter how priceless a gift may 
be, unless it is r eceived it remains useless, and the giver is mocked 
and embarrassed. 

Does not in your heart surge the appeal to receive God's inde
scribable Christmas gift? Will you not join in the hymn of gratitude 
for Christ, our Christmas g-ift, today and bow down and worship him 
with your fai th, your devotion and your gifts. 
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C HRISTMAS carols a re t he 
oldest form of congregational hym
nody. In the days of William the Con
queror, church music was reserved to 
the choir except for the carols, which 
depicted the events of t he Nativity in 
the language of the people. Even after 
t he Reformation, they occupied a 
unique position, for in the English
speaking world it was not till t he 
eighteenth century that songs other 
tha n psalms and carols were sung. 

The heyday of the English carol 
was probably the fifteenth century, 
when its cousin, the ballad, came into 
prominence, but the "old favorites" 
that we know today are nearly all pro
ducts of the nineteenth century. Veni 
Emmanuel and I n Dulci Jubilo come 
to us in mid-Victorian translations by 
John Mason Neale. Both words and 
music for We Three Ki?igs of Orient 
Are and 0 Little T own of Bethlehem 
date from the 1860's. 

It is hard to avoid the feeling that 
our notion of what Christmas is all 
about owes more to the era of Charles 
Dickens than to serious Christian 
theology, Biblical or otherwise. 
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by Wi1liam Robert Mi1ler 

PICTORIAL CAROLS 
Most of the carols we have inherited 

are pictorial, and they fall into two 
basic categories. First, they are what 
we might call the Sunday school pic
tures: shepherds, the Star of Bethle
hem, angels, the cozy ma nger, the 
journey of the kings or Magi, the holy 
infant or newborn king. The Bi
ble provides us with a slim excuse for 
t his , a nd we inflate it to t he propor
tions of a grand wallow in irrelevant 
sentimentality. 

The transmogrification of the historic 
Saint Nicholas, bishop of Myra into 
t he jovial elf with the sleigh is 'noth
ing by comparison with the way in 
wh ich God, t he Son, t he Incarnate 
Word, has been reduced to a cute little 
doll. And it doesn't help matters to 
s~ower t his little doll with glittering 
tinsel. 

. We. A~ericans of today don't be
lieve in longs or in angels or in astrolo
gy. These things are dead for us in an 
ag.e of astronauts, a nd it is simply bad 
faith- p.ious dishonesty- to obscure 
~he r~al!t:( of J esus Christ by celebrat
ing his birthday in this way. Why is 

it t hat we show greater respect for 
Abraham Lincoln and George Wash
ington? We don't commemorate their 
birthdays by dwelling on the trivia of 
early infancy. As suckling babes, they 
are of no interest to mankind and if 
this is the interest that J esus' h as as 
a n inert object, we are in a bad \~ay. 

THE SECULAR CAROL 

The second type of carol is secular 
ty~ified by T he Holly and the Ivy, Tl~ 
1:Welve D ays of Christmas, and these 
lines from a popular German carol 
translated by J oseph w. Clokey: 

0 tell me, children dear 
What you like to see Christmas E ve. 
~~· ~ wreath of holly by my bed, 

ith its leaves so green and its berries 
red, 

Christmas Eve. 

Now we are in t he world of the yule 
log, the Tannenbai11m plum puddings, 
a nd snowflakes-the 'world of Tchai
kovsky's The Niitcracker and of Jingle 
Bells. This is the world 'too of Irving 
Berlin's Wh1.te Christ~ias, ' which is 
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far better known to most Americans 
t han ma ny traditional carols and has 
sold several million records for Bing 
Crosby, Freddy Martin and others. 
Other songs like it, such as the Merry 
Christmas sung by t he late Nat "King" 
Cole, with its "chestnuts roasting on 
an open fire," or I'll Be H ome For 
Christmas, one of Bing's 1943 million
sellers with its "snow and mistletoe," 
evoke a nostalgia for the era of Dick
e ns and Tchaikovsky. The spiri t is re
duced to mere conviviality, the hearty 
handshake of the genial and generous 
host. 

It has been some years since a 
Christmas song of a ny kind has "made 
it" to the million-seller ma rk. The last 
one was in 1955, and it may be in
structive here to furnish a complete 
list of those that succeeded White 
Christmas, as reported in B illboard: 

1949: All I Want For Christmas l s 
My Two F ront T eeth (Spike Jones) 

1949: I Yust Go Nitts A t Christmas 
(Yogi Yorgeson) 

1950: Ritdolph The Red-Nosed Rein 
deer (Gene Autry) 

1952 : I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus (Jimmy Boyd) 

1955 : Niittin' For Christmas (Berry 
Gordon) 

Any serious comment on these titles 
would be a n insult to the reader's in
telligence. Here is the last gasp of 
post-Christmas sentimentality before 
the punch-drunk binge of pagan Sea
sons Greetings under t he office mistle
toe. As between obsolescent angels 
sweetly singing back there in the nine
teenth century an d the banal pleasan
tries of today's Christ mas comedy, 
there is not much room for Christ. 

WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS J.\1EAN 
IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY? 

No, I am not going to make tl1e 
usual pitch for "put ting Christ back 
into Chr istmas," at least not in the 
sense of one more game effort to put 
over the Christ Child. I think it is 
time, rather, to stop and take stock 
of ourselves and our symbols and 
images. It is t ime to take our faith 
seriously enough to assume responsibili
ty for what has happened-time for us 
to reject the idea of Jesus Chris t as 
a sort of sectarian P eter Pan, and 
to ask ourselves what Christmas could 
possibly mean in the mid-twentieth 
century. 

THE FESTIVAL OF THE SAVIOR 
"Christmas" means "the festival of 

the Savior." The Savior is not an in 
articulate infant but a man who laid 
down his life for h is fellow men. Easter 
is meant to celebrate the f inal triumph, 
his victory over sin and death. Pente
cost commemorates the founding of the 
Church in his n ame. In t he tradition 
of Christmas, there are suggestions 
?f the mission a nd ministry of the liv
ing Christ. "Prince of Peace" and the 
greeting, "Peace on earth to men of 
~?s0~ fill," suggest the man who bade 
h 0 lowers," Love one another as I 

ave loved you." 

Why don't we sing about this every 
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December instead of making idols in 
his name? Most of our Christmas 
hymns a nd carols, with their fulsome 
praise, treat J esus exactly like a gold
en calf in which magical pawers are 
believed to reside. The stereotype in
fant king of our Christian fairyland 
may invi te such adulation, but what 
has he to do with the Word Made 
Flesh? 

For the true miracle of Christmas 
is pole~ apart from the inanities which 
popular piety has too long indulged in. 
It is a miracle beyond magic and 
angelic gewgaws. The miracle of the 
incarnation is miraculous in its very 
s implici ty, for in Jesus the whole 
meaning of human existence was mani
fested. God is Love, and Jesus is the 
living proof, the definitive testimoney 
of what this means. 

THE INCARNATION OF HOLY LOVE 
Christmas is about the Coming of 

Christ, the incarnation of holy love in 
human history. Here is a real basis for 
joy and hope-let our carols and 
hymns reflect this. We may feebly de
fend the attention given by the tradi
tional carols to his place of birth or 
to his "kingship" at birth, or the 
importance of his m other's virginity, 
but what does it profit us? Isn't this 
like crying "Lord, Lord" ? 

Where did the traditional carols go 
wrong? Why are t hey now outmoded? 
We must, I think, come to terms with 
the fact that in certa in importan t ways 
t here is a continuity of human ex
per ience from the time of Jesus to the 
time of Isaac Watts and Charles Wes
ley which enabled m any of the tradi
ti.onal images to endure. Shepherds a nd 
kings were metaphors drawn from 
actual li fe, and t he ir roles in eigh
teenth-century England were not 
vastly different from first-century 
Palestine or twelfth-century France. 
The turning point came not in a single 
gen~ration but in a process of change 
lasting, say, from t he advent of the 
American and French republics to the 
invention of the electric light. In less 
than a century after the latter event 
(1879), yesterday's "Ch ristendom" has 
become a citadel of technology in 
which there is little room for shep
he1·ds and kings, a nd to speak of the 
significance of Chris t in terms of the 
la tter is to imply that there is little 
room for him either. 

HYMNODY STALLED IN 
VICTORIAN ERA 

One thing is sure: whatever has been 
happening in theology during the past 
hundred years, our hymnody remains 
$talled in the Victorian era . A few 
tunes or harmonizations of old tunes 
for Christmas carols date from the 
turn of the century, but t here is no 
widely sung carol with original words 
written by the ligh t of a n electric 
lamp. 

And the point is that Christ is not 
bygone a nd should not be t reated as if 
he were. We have to make up our 
minds: are we committed to him? 

All right, then, shall we substitute 

white-collar workers for shepherds and 
executives or astronauts for kings? 
There s imply aren't any modern 

- equivalents for most of the images 
found in the old carols. 

A NEW BEGINNING 
We have to begin anew. Let's no t 

strain for a "relevance" t hat will be
come irrelevant by next year, but seek 
out what is central and permanently 
valid in the incarnation. When modern 
poets address themselves to this task, 
they will have little to say about Beth
lehem or even about t he Nativity as 
such. They will not invent verbal orna
ments either for the person of Jesus 
or for the emotions of the believer. 
They will try, rather, to speak honestly 
and pointedly about man's need and 
the basis of our hope in Christ. Like 
many of t he better popular songs of 
today, t he new Christmas carols will 
refer not to the pictorial themes but 
to the qualities of human relationships. 
They will be, in a sense, carols cele
brating the k ind of love which the 
incarnation represents. 

A SERIOUS JOY; A REAL HOPE 
T he kind of Christmas carols I have 

in mind would not be solemn or stern. 
They would be full of the joy and hope 
that the incarnation signifies-a ser i
ous joy and a real hope. 

Christmas should be celebrated in 
song as a time of renewal and fu turity 
-yes, of "joy to t he world," to 'cite one 
of the most durable of the old Christ
mas hymns, now 247 years in service. 
But let us move on from the regal 
savior or Watts' monarchical age to 
an image of Christ strong and valid 
in a world of industrialized republics-
not blandly "modernized" or watered 
down, but rendered convincingly for a 
world come of age. 

I am frankly not optimistic about the 
prospects for the renewal of Christ
mas carols. Given a choice, I suspect 
that most people would prefer to fall 
on their knees before cherished idols 
t han to face the startling fact of J esus 
Chris t as the incarnation of holy love. 
Yet Luther, Wesley and Kierkgaard 
faced a similar dilemma in their time. 
With equivalent humil ity and boldness, 
and with a n even more courageous 
vision adequate to the present world, 
the Church must proclaim its stance : 
"We can do no other!" 

If we would be fa ithful to the spirit 
of Christ without which Christmas 
is a pagan charade, we sing of the 
Christ Who comes, Who has come and 
will come-now and forever. 

SING OF THE WAY, TRUTH, 
AND LIFE 

Let us sing of t he Way a nd the 
Tru th and the ~ife, of love everlast ing 
and transformmg. Let us really be 
'' fools for Christ" in the vvisdom of 
t~at love, and set it in competition 
with all the merry gentlemen and red
~osed reindeer a nd all the rest of the 
irrelevant folderol , whether ancient or 
recent. Let us begin not by calculating 

( Continued on page 1 J 
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The Word Became Flesh 
(John 1 :1 -18) 

by Rev. Herbert Hiller 
of Immanuel Bapt ist Church 

Woodside, New York ' 

,,. , 

THESE SIMP LE, significant 
words tell of a Great Moment beyond 
t ime-the world-shaking, life-trans
forming, history-shaping event of 
Christmas. When prophetic voices had 
grown s ilent; people were longing still 
as death; a weary world was waiting 
for something new to be born; sud
denly something heavenly began to 
happen-empty space came alive and 
vibran t with sounds and songs. T he 
sky deepened and br ightened with add
ed starlight and the shine of angelic 
wings, a nd the gathering brightness 
came to a burning foca l point in the 
Child of Bethlehem, virgin-born, not of 
t he s trength and wisdom of human 
flesh, but of t he Spirit of the living 
God. 

In telling t he wonderful story, t he 
beloved d isciple linked t he beginning 
of the world in Genesis with t he tri
u.mphant wind-up of history in Revela
t10~. V0er eas t he Synoptic Gospels 
begm with the humanity of Chr ist and 
la~er declare his deity, John begins 
with the deity of t he pre-exist ent 
Christ. Before t he foundations of the 
wor ld were laid, "the hills in or der 
stood or earth received her frame," 
before sea and earth teemed with 
myriad forms- of life an d our human 
loves began, there was t he only be
?otten Son in t he bosom of the Father, 
m constant delight of their comrade
shiJ?. This intima te compa nionship a nd 
active participation in t he sovere ign 
purpose a nd design became u niquely 
expressive when the Uncreated ·word 
a nd Higher Wisdom took on the garb 
of human flesh. It was the effulgence 
of the Father in h is earth-born Son 
(Gal . 4 :4), his coming in human form 
for a redeeming m ission. 

W hile man's word reveals his char
acter, thought and feelings, the Word 
Incarnate reveals God's character and 
purpose as the clearest d ivine com
munication to man, for "God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Him 
self" (II Cor. 5 :19). At Christmas God 
through Christ comes near to us seek
ing to indwell us, that in tu~·n we 
m ight live close to him in mystic union 
~nd blesse~ !e~m-work . Condescending 
m love, d1vm1ty shared our histor ic 
manhood, lived in a real body (not a 
mere . apparition as the Docetic 
Gnostics asserted); he tabernacled 
among men. Through the veil of human 
flesh , belie~~rs beheld shin ing forth 
gleams of d1vme glory, inheren t deity. 

THE INCARNATION ATTESTE D 
BY MANY WITNE SSES 

"We beheld H is glory," so testified 
those who.loved his appearing, students 
of th.e Scriptures (John 5 :39) and men 
of wide experience. T he Wise Men be
held the Star whose rising Balaam had 
foretold pointing with fingers of light 
to t he manger throne. The humble 
s~~pherds believed t he angel's good 
t1?mgs, took off "through a sea of 
wmgs and moonlight a nd t he silvery 
woo! of the sheep," and found the 
Christ Child, the Great Shepherd of 
errmg human sheep. The mighty I AM 
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who called Moses at the burning bush 
to be the emancipator of the Chosen 
People became in the New Testament 
the Liberator (John 8:36), the Cap
tain of our Salvation (Hehr. 2 :10), 
the Author and Finisher of our faith 
(12:2), the only Potentate (I Tim. 
6 :15), and t he Alpha an.d Omega of 
Revela tion (1 :11). 

Matthew in his Gospel rejoiced to 
show with many proof texts from 
Isaiah that the Wonderful Child IM
MANUEL of the Davidic line is Christ, 
t he Holy One of Israel, the King of 
Glory, t he Lord of Righteousness, the 
true Servant of t he Lord who suffered 
and died vicariously for our sins and 
now lives forevermore to lead his re
deemed to eternal glory through m any 
tribulations a nd Red Sea barriers. In 
all life's tests and experiences, he 
h imself as the all-sufficient I AM-the 
L ight of t he World, the Bread of Life, 
the Good Shepherd, t he Door to the 
F old, the Master and Lord, the very 
Son of God and Man . Yet all these 
names and t itles only in par t set forth 
the glory in which our Savior shines. 
At t he forthcom ing festive season and 
evermore, will believing hearts sing 
h is praises; until in the eternal 
Thanksgiving Chorus, they confess, 
"We now behold H is Glory." 

THE INCARNATION DISBELIEVED 
AND REJECTED 

While Herod and others like him 
sought t he destruction of the new
born K ing, t he disappointing great ma
jority of Israel failed and refused to 
recognize Christ as the Messiah; since 
he was born of low degree, in a man
ger. With inexpressible sadness the 
evangelist reported the painful fact :" 
He came unto His own , a nd His own 
received Him not" (1 :11) . All through 
his life's ministry, he was met with 
icy indifference, resistance contradic
tion, misrepresentation, and stubborn 
unbelief, which sought to block his 
every step and ensnare h im in argu
mentative traps, so that the unwelcome 
Christ had to say, "I know you, that 
ye have not the love of God in you. I 
am come in my Father's name, and ye 
receive me not" Ye will not come unto 
me that ye might have li fe" (John 
5 :40-43) . After repeated attempts on 
his life the leaders succeeded at las t 
to involve h im in a net of deadly 
intrigue; until they believed to have 
sealed h is doom in an act of ultimate 
rejection-the shameful crucifo .. 'ion. 
However, God loosed the bands of 
death and raised him to undisputable 
author ity and power. 

Nevertheless, resisting unbelief per
sisted. The m issionary efforts of Paul 
give ample proof of t he fiery opposition 
to the proclamation t hat Christianity 
is nothing more than the fulfillment 
of Old Testament prophecies, and the 
Messiah has come to save all who 
would believe, regardless of racial, 
national, and class distinctions. To 
this very day deadening unbelief con
t inues to cast its bligh t on all human 
endeavors a nd achievements. Somehow 
no one can escape the apostolic declar
ation, "If any ma n love not the Lor d 
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J esus Christ, let him be accursed" 
(I Cor. 16 :22), or sidestep the words 
of Jesus, "He that believeth not in the 
na me of the only begotten Son of God 
is condemned already" (John 3:18) . 

THE INCAR.NATION- THE SOUR.CE 
OF ABUNDANT LIVING 

To those who in faith beheld the 
glory of t he Word made Flesh- God 
in Christ real, visible, within reach, 
available, coming to win their answer
ing love, t r ust, obedience and avail
ability-the Incarnation has become 
the Fountain of boundless blessings, 
From this central fact of Christmas, 
God in the flesh, in active manifesta
tion as ideal, purpose, exalted under
taking, many "fringe benefits" are de
rived-surprising love breaks through 
in unex'"Pected places; hope is lit as 
hardness melts; empty hearts are in
vaded with tenderness untold, and kind
ness reigns. It has been a p tly said that 
the first 18 verses of J ohn are worthy 
to be written in letters of gold, for 
they are significantly basic to all 
Christian thinking, experiences, and 
achievements; indeed "of His fulness 
have all we received, and grace for 
grace." 

About t his e}\.'"Periencially rich and 
promising statement, Bishop William 
A. Quayle commented so pertinantly : 
"When that puts· hands on me I ad
vance toward being a man. That rend
ers an empty life inexcusable. If we 
have access to the fulness of God we 
see all the excuselessness of the empty 
life. With an inexhaustible reservoir 
l ike that there need be no dry shore 
line, no bare hills, no brown pines, 
no cloudless mountains. Man need not 
be like a violin with all strings snap
ped, like an organ with all keys and 
stops and pipes broken, at least he need 
not stay so, damaged and lost, broken 
and weak, because 'of His fulness' 
may we all receive and be empty no 
more. Here is hope for the weak and 
bankrupt soul, for the bleeding hand 
and broken heart, so say it again, 'of 
His fulness have we all received'." 

It has been said time and time again 
that this is an empty, hard, and troubled 
age. Why then live a n empty life to 
add to the changes of emptiness, when 
there is a Genius to fill the vacuum 
with life a bundant, rich and joyously 
free? Did not Jesus come for this? Oh 
say it and s ing it this Christmastide, 
any way you like, pray for it, personal
ly and collectively, wait for this in
filling blessing, t ill we can channel 
it and radiantly confess with John, 
"of H is fulness have all we received." 

WEEI{ OF PRAYER 
The Week of Prayer for 1967 is 

scheduled for Monday, January 2, to 
Friday, January 6. The theme is 
"Prayer in the Life of Learners and 
Teachers." The emphasis is corre
lated to t he denominational theme 
for 1966-67, "Learners -Teachers 
rfor Jesus Christ." 

Suggested program ideas have 
been m ade available ito the pastors. 

PIOUS JINGLE BELLS 
(Continued from page 5) 

the consequences but by being true 
to the reality. We may never make the 
hit parade, but the integrity we may 
attain will not be lost in the calculus 
of eternity. 

Who knows? We may strike a nerve 
in twentieth-century man, touch 
something alive and real and Christ
shaped in the subconscious of post re
ligious man. We may even, "good 
Christian men" that we are, turn from 
a drowsy and fatigued faith to aston
ishing newness of life, as we confront 
the spirit of Christ behind the nebulous 
Victorian "spirit of Christmas." 

Our choice, we shall find, is not de
fined by Bob Cratchit and Ebenezer 
Scrooge, but by a far larger concept 
which pits the Incarnate Word against 
the petty verbiage of sentiment. Our 
calling as Christians is to discern that 
Word and to proclaim it with joy and 
gusto. We can do this only as we face 
Christ with honesty and sing with our 
own voices as carolers of the nineteen
sixties, not t he eighteen-sixties. Are 
we ready to make t he attempt? The 
cards are stacked against us, each 
printed with a glowing "Seasons 
Greetings." There are no easy answers, 
but we had better come up with 
something better than "Men)' Christ
mas." 

Mr. Miller has written an Advent 
cantata, The Coming of Christ, is 
co-composer and author of t he 
L iturgy of the Holy Spirit, and is the 
author of The Worl.d of Pop Mitsi c 
mul Cilltitre, Nonviolence, a nd T he 
New Ohristian·ity. 

NEWS AND NEEDS 
( Continued from page 2) 

will be in a cast for three months. 
Pray for her continued recovery so that 
she may be able to resume her re
sponsibilities while on furlough from 
the Cameroon mission field . 

GOD'S VOLUNTEERS. Contin ue 
your prayer and financial support of 
the Volunteers as they observe a time 
of rest during t heir Christmas vaca
tion, December 17-31, and then resume 
their campaigns: T eam I with Rev. 
Edgar Klatt-Jan. 1-8 Crestview Bap
tist Church, Minot, North Dakota, an d 
Team II with Rev. Connie Salios
Jan. 1-8 First Baptist Church, Steam
boat Rock, Iowa . 

BIBLE 
OF THE 

BOOK 
MONTH 

Additional Bible Readings for 
each day announced in "Moments 
With G-Od." 

DECEl\IBER 
Matthew 1-28; 
Revelation 1-3 
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IF SOME journalist was to 
come from another plane t t o report 
on earth's mid-winter celebration ca lled 
Chris tmas what would he entitle his 
article-"E arth Celebrates a Christian 
Festival ," or "Earth Celebrates a Win
ter Carnival" ? I must confess that as 
I have walked in some of our cities in 
America during the Christmas season 
and have t a ken note of the pa norama 
of decora tions and preparations for 
Chris tmas I have been reminded not 
of Bethlehem but of a carnival. 

As another year draws to a close, 
t he magic enchantment of another 
Christmas is gaining momentum. De
partment s tores a.re busy with . eager 
shoppers; Christmas trees are gomg up 
a ll over; Santa Claus is aga in parad
ing his H o! H o! Ho! wherever he goes. 
Here and there you may even find an 
obscure manger-scene making its bid 
for recognition. 

In spite of our reluctance to speak 
up, lest we evoke a look of scori: fro~ 
old Santa and possibly become identi
fied as a kill-joy, we are provoked to 
ask whether our society wants Christ
mas with or without Christ. 

CHRISTMAS OR AMERICAN 
WINTER CARNIVAL? 

Could it be t hat the modern secular
ization of Christmas is the beginning 
of a n ew cycle in our culture? Will 
Christmas be displaced by an American 
Winter Ca rnival, just as Chris tmas dis
placed the Rom an Saturnalia ? We 
mus t remember that the Christmas 

Season did not begin with Christianity. 
Actually the celebration of the birth of 
Christ a t Christmas did not begin until 
the fourth century. Earlier the Ro
mans had a holiday that last ed for a 
week, beginning on the nineteenth of 
December. This celebration was a re
ligious event commemora ting Saturn, 
the god of vegetation. It was called 
Saturnalia. As time went on this cele-. 
bration degenerated into a week of 
feasting and rioting. Soon it lost al
most entirely its religious significa nce. 

Since the Christians of that day 
wanted no pa.rt of the content of these 
celebrations but could not ignore t heir 
existence, they decided to celebrate the 
birth of Chris t during this time. As- the 
Christian movement grew in power 
and number, its emphasis during Sa
turnalia also began to replace the old 
practices. Gradually Saturnalia with 
its crippled and demoralized spirit was 
replaced by a Christian Christmas. 

Let us also remember that Christ
m as does not mean Carnival. The word 
"Christmas" comes from the medieval 
word "Christes Masse" which means 
"Mass of Christ," or the "Worship of 
Christ." When we say we are celebrat
ing Christmas, we are actually saying 
that we are celebrating the "Worship 
of Christ ." 

The cardinal question we are now 
facing is whether secularization will 
oblitera te Christmas as demoraliza
tion obliterated Saturnalia. Are we 
approaching another bend in the road 
of history? 

CHRI ST IN CHRISTMAS 

In most cases we are obvious ly not 
delibera tely pushing Christ ou t of the 
picture. Mos t people still want J esus 
in Christmas. They have a nost algic 
sentiment for the Chris tmas S tory of 
the Child of Bethlehem. They love to 
sing the old Christmas carols . They 
even dust off the old Bible to read the 
account of the nat ivity. However, the 
ma nger scene has become so embel
lished that it no longer portrays a 
historic event but a glorified myth. 
The Christmas carols no longer are 
sung in reverence in m os t cases. The 
Biblical a ccount of t he birth of our 
L ord is often a supplement to the 
m yth of old Saint Nicholas. It should 
be obvious to us tha t when we con
fuse the sleigh of Santa with the 
m~nger of Bethlehem, t he prancing 
remdee~ with the plodding donkey, 
g~od wishes of people with the good 
wishes of Gabriel, we're in trouble. 
. Sur_el~ we ought not take deligh t 
1;Il ch1llmg. the spirit of gladness and 
Joy that rightfully belongs to Christ
mas. Thi.s is a glorious day of com
memora t1on. Christmas wit hout any 
merriment and festivities would be a 
contradiction. But could it be that the 
change in attitude t o Christmas is a 
drama tic sign of the ebbing of the in
fluence of Christ in our society ? 

~hristmas,. I believe, could become a 
m<l:J~r frontier fo r the invasion of the 
Spmt of Chris t. What can we do to 
cur~ the tide of seculariza tion in 
~hr1stmas? How can we fos ter a 

Worship of Christ" in these crucial 
days ? 

EXPOSE THEOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRI STMAS 

F irs t., Chris tians should expose the 
theolog_1cal significa nce of Chris tmas. 
There 1s too much sentimentalism and 
not enough fact stimulated a t Chr is t
:nas. M~ny people get a ll wrapped up 
m emotions a t Chris tmas. There is so 
muc? excitement in shopping for gifts 
put~mg up the Christmas t ree a nd 
h.avmg a family dinner . But this ' erup
tion of excitement passes w ith the 
season. Wh~n sentiments are at t he 
hear t <;>f <?hristmas, a bit t er taste is left 
after it is a ll over. Only an embrace
ment of the Gospel message for Chris t 
mas can foster enduring s ignificance 
J~h~ declares tha t, "The Word ( th~ 
Divine) was made flesh a nd dwelt 
~m~ng us." When Jesus was born 
m e.thlehem, it was God coming to 
man m hu~an flesh. God was ta.kin 
on our v~h1cle of the soul in orde~ 
t ha t he. i:u~ht help us. This was God's 
roy~l V!Slt m our midst. This was the 
glor ious even t that Isaia h was talking 
about when he said "For t 
child is b ' ui: o us a 

orn, unto us a son 1s given· 
and the gove . · r nment shall be upon his 
~ouJder: and his name shall be called 

onder ful, Counsellor, The Mighty 
Go?, The everlasting F a ther The 
Prmce of P eace." The incarnati~n is a 
superna t ural even t- a fact of history. 
If we ar e to salvage Christmas we'll 
have to teach this fac t . ' 
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PERSONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
OF CHRISTl'\'IAS 

Secondly, if we're going t o fos ter a 
"Worship of Chr is t " a t Christmas, 
we' ll have to point out the personal 
s ignifica nce of Christmas. Did you 
ever think what it would be like if you 
could wa lk with J esus w ho is very 
God ? Surely our hearts t hrob within 
us just to t h ink of such an experience. 
The fact is, beca use Jesus ca me, our 
body can become a temple of the Holy 
Spirit , which mea ns that to know 
Chr is t a s Savior actually means walk
ing ha nd in ha nd with God. 

A woman was very ill in the hos
pital. Her husband sat bes ide her bed 
for hours dur ing the cri t ical period. 
As he was abou t to leave for a de
layed lunch, his wife said, "John, don't 
leave me, hold m y hand." Do we r ealize 
t ha t God holds t he hand of our soul 
t hrough J esus· Chris t? When we in 
despair cry, "O God don't leave me," 
he answers , "I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee." Thus communion 
with God was made possible in full 
measure by the coming of Christ into 
the world nearly two thousand years 
ago. 

Is it actually possible for us to ga in 
persona l benefits from an event t hat 
took place so ma ny years ago? Yes, 
why n ot! Dur ing the fi fteenth cen t ury 
Gutenberg inven ted the p r inting press. 
The benefi ts of t his even t are quite 
obvious ly experienced today. A hun
drecl years ago Edison invented the 
ligh t bulb, the benefits of which we 
enjoy da ily. If t his is possible in the 
physica l realm, surely it can be pos-

sible in t he spiritual r ealm. When 
Jesus said, "I a m come that they might 
have life, and that they might have 
it m ore abundantly,'' he was talking 
a bout us. We are the bene ficiaries of 
the grea t intervention of God that 
took place in the coming of Christ. 

GOD DWELLING Al'IONG l\iEN 
The Chris tmas event should ca use 

us t o fa ll on our knees before G<Jd 
when we acknowledge the fact that 
God was coming to dwell among men. 
God wan ted so much t o fellowship with 
his creature tha t he walked the dus ty 
trails, used man's limi ted vehicle of 
communication- his lang uage, allowed 
himself to be called na mes, allowed 
m an to vent his evil em otions on his 
body, carried m an's load of s in, in 
order tha t he again migh t be able to 
walk hand in hand with his creat ure. 
Can we acknowledge the facts and 
personal benefits of Christmas, and 
yet get carried away by t he tinsel and 
gla re of the modern museum of Chris t
mas? The answer is too personal for 
a nyone to answer for us . 

The question, however, that keeps 
g laring in our fa ce is this-Will our 
Christmas be with or without Christ ? 
We can have it either way, but we 
ca n 't have it both ways. If we put 
Christ in our Christmas, we will bless 
our souls and many others. We will 
a lso add a log to t he fire that glows 
for the glory of God. If we neglect 
to foster a "W orship of Chr is t," we 
will be r endering silent a pproval to 
the ebbing away of Chris t in Chris t
mas. Which do we rea lly want, a 
Christmas or a Carnival? 

Christian Fellowship Tours for 196 7 
It is a lways more e njoyable to travel with "church" people! 

HOLY LAND AND ARO UND THE WORLD (42 days); HO LY LAND AND EUROPEAN 
EXTEN SION (30 days); HOLY LAN D (22 days); EUROPEAN BUS TOUR of nine coun
tries (22 days); CARIBBEAN HO LIDAY (15 days). Departures in June and July, 1967, 
all tours by air, personally conducted, excellent land arrangements, reasonably priced. 

FOR BROCHURES: Write to Berger Christian Fellowship Tours, 5636 Norwich Ave., 
Van Nuys, California 91401 

- ELEVEN YEARS OF TRAVEL EXPERIENCE -

December 15, 1966 

CHRISTMAS AMONG 
SPANISH AMERICANS 

( Continue d from page 15) 
little visitors. It has been a thrill for 
us to have these little ones come to 
our home early for a treat and a wit
ness. Hearts are full of joy and hap
piness there is no need for a trick, 
and i t may be the very best Christmas 
the child will receive. 

OVERSPENDING TO GIVE BEST 
Overspending is a part of t he ma

terialism that has been accepted by 
the people here. Sometimes, gifts are 
grea tly out of proportion, and some
times there aren't any ! The stores are 
a lready featuring "Christmas cookies" 
when I writ e this, and it is only a pre
lude to the many gifts that will be dis
playe d for purchase. The ca talog ues 
are out in the hands of many, and 
wishes are already being ma de. Thus, 
even though there is great misuse of 
money, each family seeks to g ive the 
very best , and glistening eyes on 
Christmas Day will tell their own 
stories of gifts received . 

Yet, until the meaning of Chris tmas 
is known , a Chris tian t old me, there 
will be large amounts of spending with
out hope. Wha t can be done to change 
this ? 
CHRI STIANS DESIRE TO WITNESS 

Within the church, a deep desire to 
witness and t o win n ot only our own 
people but others a s well is developing. 
To be sure, it is slow, but it is an evi
dence of the fait hful witness through 
the years. It is also t he evidence that 
their roots are sinking deeper into t he 
W ord, and into closer experiences with 
Jesus Chris t. This wit ness is both in
dividual a nd as a body of believers. Life 
changes in personal confronta tion 
with Christ, and they want the world 
to know it. Many social pressures are 
still st anding against the believer , but 
as his fa ith grows we a re confident 
tha t others will come to know the 
good news of Christ's coming. 

P erhaps , the greatest change t hat 
can be effected is t he cha nge which 
comes when you pray for ea ch of t he 
believers here. There are h un dr eds 
more who need the witness of God's 
love, and the most e ffect ive means of 
telling t hem are those dedicated dis
ciples w ho have come to love Christ 
and are willing to face the tremendous 
barriers which hinder their w itness in 
the conflict of cultures and new found 
life in Chris t. As you prepare for the 
ce lebra tion of t he Savior 's bir th, re
member these who will seek to share 
t h e m essage by witnessing in letter s, 
programs, and daily wit ness. Thus, 
m any m or e here will be able to say 
~vith joy, "Felices N avidades." P erhaps, 
1t is m ore t han wha t one t hinl,s, it 
depends on Who is known, for that 
makes the real di fference a m on g our 
people d uring t he Chris tmas season a n d 
t hroughout t he y ear. 

"The word which God has w ritten 
oi: the brow of every. man in H ope ." 
V1c~or Hug~, .quot€d m The E ncyclo
pedta of Rel igi-01i,s Qnotation.s <Revell). 
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c HRISTMAS TIME is story 
time among the Indians. As on any 
special occasion, it is a time to retell 
some of the ancient stories and legends 
of the past. Let us listen lo some of 
the stories and customs that appear 
around the time of Christmas. 

The Indians had many pagan tradi
t ions that were thousands of years old. 
Some of their legends were prophecies 
of the coming of the white m an and 
the revelation of the Good News. 

LEGENDS AS PROPHECIES 

One of the old Indian tradi tions 
tells of the Great White Spir it who 
exis ted from all eternity, descended 
to earth and was born of a virgin. His 
complexion was black and very beau ti
ful. When he had grown up and per
formed his mission of love he re
turned to paradise about in the body. 

There is another story told of 
Kahota (Face-anything) , who lived in 
Saskatchewan. This man was well
known for his prophecies, which always 
ca.me true. Many of t he neighboring 
tribes depended on his predictions for 
'':'ars, harvest time, hunting expedi
t ions, and so forth. One win ter he 
gathered the tribe and told of a vision 
he had. "These things my spirit teUs 
me, that there is going to be t he great
est new~ .ever heard in Indian history. 
The Spmt told me there is one who 
owns_ the moon and stars, and all the 
creation of t he earth. There is one God 
wh_o_ owns all these things. He is the 
Spm t of the white man. He is going to 
come next summer." The white man 
had never been seen by the Indians. 

The winter passed, and some of the 
young braves were traveling down the 
Saskatchewan river by canoe. They 
s~n came upon some white men with 
hair on their faces (beards). The 
braves were afraid at first, but soon 
saw that these white men wanted to 
become friends. The white men offered 
t_he braves drinks of water from their 
little barrel. Upon tasting the water, 
one of the Indians said that the wa
ter was like fire. After the braves had 
drunk of t he water they began to 
feel a different spirit They began to 
feel J'olly d h · . 
1 

d an appy the happiest they 
la ever been. The young braves re
turned home, believing that t he spirit 
of t he white men had come at last. 
T~ey told Kahota of t heir experience 
~t~ t he white m en and their spirit. 
f ave hea rd of t his spirit water be-
o~e, but this is not the spirit t hat will 

brmg happiness to our people " Kahota 
warned the braves. , 

~ater on that summer the first 
missionary came and began to tell the 
people about the Great Spirit. The mis-

Christmas Among the Indians 
by David M. Harrison, missionary, Montana Reserve, Albei·ta , Canada 
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siona ry told the Indians to bum their 
idols of bear heads, buffalo skulls, 
stuffed birds, and fetishes. He told the 
wonderful news of Jesus, and that, 
if they believed, they could go to 
another country above called heaven. 
When warning was given not to touch 
the spirit water, the Indians rebelled 
against the missionary. They felt that 
the missionary was wrong, and t hat 
the spirit water was the true spirit 
that was to bring great happiness to 
the tribes. 

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS 

Chris tmas customs among the In
dians include both pagan and Chris
tian practices. T he word Christmas 
in the Cree language is Munitow Kesi
kaw, which means "God's Day." In a 
careful study and observation of ilie 
Indians, one will soon discover various 
pagan ceremonies and celebrations 
around the time of Christmas, none of 
which have anything to do with the 
birthday of Christ. 

First of all, ilie Christmas tree has 
become very popular, yet it is definitely 
not a Christian contribut ion to the real 
meaning of Christmas. Old Grandpa 
Standing-on-ilie-Road used to set up a 
pine tree in his home and spend hours 
gazing on the tree. Some said tha t he 
loved trees; others said that the tree 
had a spirit and iliat he communed 
with the spirit. The tree was a symbol 
of love and charity to the Indians. We 
are not sure whether ilie Christmas 
tree was a contribution of the white 
man, or whether it was a n ancient 
pagan custom originating over 2500 
years ago. (Jeremiah 10 :3-4 : "F or 
the customs of ilie people are vain : 
for one cutteth a tree out of the 
forest, ilie work of the hands of the 
workman, with the axe. They deck it 
with silver and with gold; they fasten 
it with na ils and hammers, that it 
move not.) 

Secondly, the potlatch is an Indian 
custom that is practiced on special 
occasions. One man stated 3 iliat " the 
potlatch, an elaborate ceremonial of 
gift-giving, was an important feature 
of Indian life from Oregon to Alaska. 
All potlatches were marked by ilie 
hosts giving away quantities of goods. 
The more lavishly he gave, the more 
he was respected by his fellow t ribes
men and by his guests from neighbor
ing or distant tribes. The giving of gift s 
was accompanied by several days of 
feasting, dancing, s inging, and a thletic 
contests by day; gambling an d story
teUing at night." 

Thirdly, the sweat bath was a ritual 
of preparation for special occasions 
such as the potlatch, sun dance, and 
so forth. An Indian authority 4 stressed 
that "it was not merely a means of 
cleansing the body and healing dis
c>ases; it had religious signi ficance also. 
The rite included a prayer addressed 
to t he life-giving power of the universe 
-a prayer for purification and 
strength and for good fortune in any 
enterprise of t he moment. Even the 
construction of the sweat lodge had 
spiritual s ignificance. Sickness or ill 
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luck would strike anyone who built 
the lodge irreverently or abused it in 
any way. A series of arches about four 
feet high were made by pounding into 
ilie ground both ends of birch or willow 
wands. This framework was covered 
with skins or blankets. 

"The sweating stones were heated 
just outside the entrance and were 
rolled or carried into a pit inside ilie 
lodge. Water sprinkled on ilie hot 
rocks supplied the steam." As ilie 
bather dashed water on the rocks, he 
chanted prayers to one of his gods. 
The Indians believed t hat this ritual 
was means of cleansing ilieir sins. 

Fourthly, as a means of making any 
celebration or ceremony more lively, 
the Indians use peyote, a narcotic 
derivative s imila r to t he well-known 
LSD. One author stated t hat 5 "peyote 
is a plant-like cactus t hat grows in 
the Rio Grande Valley and contains 
nine n arcotic alkaloids. It produces 
visual h allucinations and other phy
siological derangements, including 
dilated pupils. The first effect is exhil
aration, followed by depression, nausea, 
and wakefulness, and ultimately ilie 
partaker has brilliant colored visions 
las ting several hours." ' 

Fifthly, one of our Indian Christians 
explained the old traditions practiced 
by the tribe, which has changed con
siderably today, since alcohol was in
troduced. Years ago on Christmas eve 
the whole tr ibe would gather at a 
large ha ll or meeting place and begin 
their celebra t ion of what iliey called 
"the holy night." The logs would burn 
brightly in the huge fireplace, and the 
people would fill the room. The men 
and women would sit in a large circle 
around the smokefilled room while the 
children would play bet~veen the 
candy box an d t he water bucket. The 
drums began to beat in a steady 
rhy~h~, while the m en began to s ing 
as if m a hypnotic trance. Then the 
men began to dance in unison around 
the room. The dancing and the drums 
would cease at midnight. Then ilie 
medicine m an and t he tribal story
teller would share legends and stories 
of t he past, while t he women began 
preparing for t he big feast of t he next 
day. At daybreak the great feast be
gan and lasted all day. Sharing food 
and tobacco was a sign of friendship 
and goodwill. 

CHRISTMAS ON l\IONTANA 
RESERVE 

Here on ilie Montana reserve, we 
present the Christian aspect of Christ
mas. The religious instruction period 
in the Baptist Day School is a t ime 
for t he children to learn what ilie 
Bible says about Christmas. The Sun
day School class and the day school 
unite together for t heir annual Christ
mas play proclaiming that the greatest 
gift any one receives is salYation 
through J es us Christ. 

The school children plan their ovvn 
Christmas party, where t hey will ex
change simple gifts, play some games, 
and have r efreshments consis ting of 
fruits and candy. The thrilling part of 

t he party is that the Christmas story is 
read from the Bible. 

The Christmas play is presented in 
the evening where everyone will come 
and witness the wonderful story of the 
birth of Christ. Then the invitation 
is given to accept the gift of life 
through J esus Christ. 

The annual Christmas tree for ilie 
entire tribe is a big even t for which 
everyone prepares in some way. The 
date is set ilie food committee plans 
the menu of refreshments; and a tree 
is decorated. This is ilie official Christ 
mas Day for ilie Indians, t he time of 
exchanging gifts and cards. On ilie 
day of ilie Christmas t ree t he gifts are 
piled high under the t~ee, and ilie 
treats brought in. After the gifts are 
handed out, the r efreshments are 
served. Then the spiritual food is 
brought forth in ilie form of carol 
singing and a message by t he mission
ary. The message is clear as he recites 
ilie Indian version of J ohn 3:16: "The 
most High God has a son named J e
sus who came to earth and died for ilie 
Indians, and t hat whosoever believed 
in Him and had their hearts cleansed 
could go to His beautiful land when 
they died." 

Matthew 1 :21: "Thou shalt call His 
name J esus, for He (not ilie church 
priest, minister, or medicine man, but 
H e, J esus) sha ll save His people from 
their s ins." 

The invitation hymn is t he most 
beautiful hymn of all, consisting of ilie 
greatest verse in t he Bible, John 3:16, 
sung to the melody of t he world's best 
loved Christmas hymn, "Silent Night": 

"John 3 :16, John 3 :16, 
God so loved ilie world that He 
Gave His only begotten Son, ' 
That whosoever believeth in Him 
Should not perish but have, ' 
Everlasting life." 

Source material used in the article came 
from the following publlcatlons: 
1. Emerson, Ellen Russell. Indian Myths. 

Ross and Haines. Inc.; Mlnneapolls. 1965. 

2. Barbeau. Morris. Indian Days 011 the 
W estern Prairies. T he Queen's P rinter 
~~Jb. Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 

3. Cla~k,. Ella E. htdian Legends of the 
Pac1/1c Northwest. University of Cali
fornia Press: 1958. 

4. Ibid. 
5. 1.;:eroe. Allqe B. Saskatchewan Indian Re

l1g1011s Beliefs. Saskatchewan Museum or 
Natural History, Regina. 1963. 

YOUTH WOR.K 

PLANBOOK FOR 1966-1967 

The Youth Work Planbook for 
1966-1967 is now available, for 50c 
a copy, from the Youth Department, 
North American Baptist General 
Conference, Box 6. Forest Park, Ill. 

The Planbook aims to make the 
youth program a vital part of the 
program of the church and of ilie 
denomination. The denominational 
t heme of "Learners-Teachers for 
Jesus Christ" is developed through 
programs, youth week suggestions 
activity suggestions and a bibliogra~ 
phy of available materials . 
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Christmas • 
Ill the Cameroons 

by Miss Esther Schulz 
former missionary, Cameroons, West Africa 

CHRISTMAS IN MISSIONARY 
CIRCLES OR H OMES 

E VERY MISSIONARY took 
back to Africa gay wrapping pape r and 
ribbons. (Some were from packages 
you decora ted so beautifully for us. ) 
I n t he boxes we carried special things 
such as cookie decorators, shrimp, wal
nuts, mints, candied fruits, t inned 
bacon, sausages, and so forth. Al~ were 
carefully horded for t he Christmas 
Season. 

Sometimes the Government Forestry 
Department gave trees to families; 
they were only cypress trees, but how 
they added to the fest ive spirit of 
Christmas. 

Homes were given an extra cleaning. 
K itchens took on the rich odors which 
only cook ies can produce. Fruit cakes 
wer e stored and used for t he extra 
guests who dropped in. Packages from 
home were kept for the "night." 

Missionaries who could sew and had 
extra cloth often made a new dress 
for the occasion. At t he Coast you 
were invited to Government House to 
meet t he officials. 

In my home I always made or pur
chased something for all t he people 
who worked for me. My cook's family 
came in for the Christmas Story, and 
often I was given a rooster for my 
dinner. 

I recall that in the early year s t he 
Hendersons, Michelsons, Mrs. F unnel 
and I had open house and invited the 
Africans in for a Chr istmas carol s ing. 
It was so m uch fun, and we served 
about 80 people cookies and tea. 

Another time Miss Salzman and I 
ar r ived home a bout one and one hal f 
hours before the service. Abong and 
I dashed about cleaning t he house, put
ting up a t ree, and opening t he cards. 
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He gave us a rooster for our dinner, 
and t he fruit cake was waiting to 
be cut. 

Another time several missionaries 
were singing when a flying sausage 
worm flew down the front of a dress. 
Well, nobody could s ing t hen. Dr. Ge
bauer sent back a message the next 
year which said, "Beware of sausage 
fl ies." When the message was sent, a 
government official t hought it was a 
code message. It was sent three times, 
before it r eached us. 

F or a number of years we had our 
Annual Mission Conference during the 
Christmas Season. This meant we were 
away from our s tations. We did miss 
this. However, over t he years we 
planned a service to which the Africans 
were invited. Concer ts were put on, 
and the public was invited so many 
did hear the Gospel message who 

would not have heard it. 
A t our meetings missionaries ex

changed gifts and the mission childre_n 
put on a Ch ristmas program for their 
parents. We had a banquet, and every
one had a wonderful time. 

CHRISTMAS IN A 
CHRISTIAN HOl\'IE 

Christmas was observed by our 
Christ ians before I ever came to Af
rica . There was always a program by 
the Sunday school children and the 
young people. It was not unusual for 
the Women's Mission Union to a lso put 
on the Christmas Story. Everyone loves 
a dramatic presentat ion, so the 
church was always packed to standing 
room only. The entire congregation 
seemed to feel t he parts. There was 
often a great deal of speaking about 
how the part of a player was done. 
It was a lways a de light for me to 

see t he people mar ch to the church 
in t he evening by the light of t heir 
lanterns, before elect ricity came to our 
part of the count ry. 

There was a lso s inging far in to the 
night. The next day was spent in vis it
ing friends and also feast ing. 

T he Africans all came out in lovely 
new clothes. How they must have 
worked and saved to look so very nice . 

One t ime I was transferred to Belo 
shortly before Christmas. None of the 
cards, le tters or packages reached me 
before Christmas. On Christmas morn
ing I did have a lone ly feeling ; it was 
really one t ime when I missed every
thing a bout life in Ame rica! About 7 :30 
in the morning there was a knock a t my 
door, and the man who worked in t he 
dispensary was at t he door. He wished 
me a "Happy Christmas." This is what 
we say ra ther than "Mer ry Chris t
mas.") He handed me an enameled 
bowl with r ice. He will never know 
how m uch that gift mean t to me! 

On severa l occasions we were awak
ened by t he Women's choirs coming 
a round at a bout 5 :30 Christmas morn
ing and singing carols for us. It gave 
one a very specia l joy to have this 
done. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Missionaries to Bra zil. Rev. a nd Mrs. 
Richard Ra benhorst and Rev. <Ind Mrs. 
Herman Effa. in front of the language 

s chool. 

''T HE CHRISTO, I see t he 
Chris to," they whisper in almost r ever
ent tones as we approach t he Rio de 
J aneiro harbor. High on a mountain 
known as Corcovada, is the beautiful 
sta tue of Chr is t with his a rms out
stretched over this metropolis. 

The excitement mounts as the har 
bor pilot comes aboard and br ings the 
ship into the designated dock. A flood 
of people com e aboard. There are tears, 
warm gr eetings, exciting conversations. 
The Latin Americans are very eA-pres
sive ! . • ; 

For those of us who a re missiona ries, 
t here were some very welcome faces. 
Dr. and Mrs. Lester Bell and their chil
dren were there to greet us. They a r
r anged to show us the city and the 
Baptist landmarks t he following day. 
As Executive Secre tary of the Bra
zilian Ba ptist Convention, Dr. Bell was 
a great help and inspira tion to us. The 
day will never be forgotten . 

One more n ight of tr aveling on the 
ocean, and we arrived a t t he Santos 
Harbor. Again t here were greetings 
and high exci tement as 60 passengers 
were met by friends and loved ones. 
F or us there was a special delega tion : 
the Glen Ogrens and the J ohn Marrs 
of the Baptist General Conference mis
sion and the J ack Greens of the South
ern Ba ptist Conven tion. Wha t a ma r
velous and won derful t ime of fellow
ship and greeting we enjoyed. We im-

CHRISTMAS IN CAMEROON 
(Continued f rom page 12) 

At Saker College it has become 
traditional to present t he Christmas 
Story and invite the public. H ow 
everyone looks forward to this event 
because of the fine presentation. We 
have a prayer in our hearts that some
one may be touched and changed. 

The girls also came to the staff 
homes and sang the carols before going 
on their vacations. 

P AGANS AND THE 
CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCE 

The pagans do observe Chr istmas 
as a time of feast ing, drinking, and 

December 15, 1966 

MISSIONARY'S 
FIRST 
IMPRESSION 
OF BRAZIL 

hy Rev. Herman Effa 
of Campinas, Brazil 

mediately felt a oneness in Christ and 
in t he work to which we have been 
called. 

THROUGH CUSTOMS 
As we came through customs, all our 

baggage was stripped from us. It was 
Sunday afternoon, an d 400 J apanese 
immigrants having come in on a previ
ous boa t were all waiting to get 
through customs. Since Monday was 
a holiday, we didn't see any of our 
baggage !mtil Tuesday night. Mission
a ry fr iends lent us clothes and took 
us into t heir h omes. We even had to 
buy such essential things as tooth
brushes. By Tuesday night we clear ed 
customs and were on our way through 
Sao Paulo, a city of over five million 
people often referr ed t o as the largest 
mission field of Brazil, and another 
80 kilometers on to Campinas where 
we make our home for the next yea r. 

We have now star ted the study of 
the Portuguese language in a modern 
up-to-date linguistic school taught by 
Brazilians in the hear t of a t hriving, 
modern, almost American-like city 
with its sky-scrapers and countless 
shops. 

BRAZIL-A PARI{ LAND 
This is Brazil ! F or mon ths and 

weeks we anticipa ted t his new lan d, 
but with all of our reading and ori
entation, we were not able to com
prehend wha t it would be like. It's 
winter here now, an d the day-t ime 

visiting. If you come to t he Cameroons 
you will be am azed at the amount of 
liquor m en feel is needed to have a 
good time. All dress up in new clothes 
and try to have e>..1:ra good foods to 
enjoy. 

There is a message for us all to 
ponder : 

"Seek ye the Lord which he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is 
near: Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let h im return un to t he Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and to 
our God, for he will aboundantly 
pardon." 

and 
"Joy to the World ; the Lord is come. 
Let Earth receive her K ing." 

Language s chool stude nts during coffee 
bre ak with the Effas picture d in the 

center. 

t emperature could be anywhere from 
50 to 90 degrees. When we firs t ar
rived, the poinsettias (not small plants, 
but huge trees) were in full bloom. 
Brazil is a virtual park land. The con
trasts, too, are amazing. There's the old 
and the n ew, the r ich and the poor, the 
bea utiful and the unsightly. 

With the em ergence of a middle 
class there is a strange, indescr ibable 
feeling of movement and dest iny 
among the masses. You can sense wha t 
has often been said of Brazil, "The 
sleeping gian t is awakening." With 
m omentous changes in t he very life 
of the n ation, there has come an in
credible openness to the Gospel. "The 
fields are white unto harvest." 

Our hearts yearn for the day when 
we can share Chris t with these won
derful people who are so friendly and 
open to American missionaries. The 
following is a partial quote from an 
English note our Brazilian neighbor 
brought to u s. He had it writ ten up 
by a fr iend of his who could speak 
E nglish. "You may rely on Brazilian 
solidarity for all troubles you may 
meet. We are willing to assist you ac 
the language of good will is universally 
spoken, and we will do for you any
thing we are a ble to." 

Your prayers will be our greatest 
benefit during these difficult days of 
language s tudy and adjustment an d 
later, as we choose t he actual location 
of our m ission endeavors. 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
E ngle, Rev. George, 192 Paree Drive, 

Pittsburgh, P a. 15239. 
Meis ter, Mr . E dward, 4646 W . Wave

lan d Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60641. 
Merrill, Mr . Allan, Cowlesville, N. Y. 

14037. 
Noah, Mr. Mervin, Box 1069, He ttinger, 

N. D . 58639. 
Schmuland, Rev. Irvin , 1545-4th Ave. 

J amestown, N. D. 58401. ' 
Wahl, Rev. J ohn, 1408 Bertram St 

Kelowna, B. C., Canada. ., 
Willms, Mr. Edward, 13650 Ida W a. 

ren, Mich. 48089. ' 1 
-

Wobig, Dr. J ohn, 202 South 65th S 
Tacoma, Wash. 98408. t., 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Christmas-
What's It 
All About? 

by Miss Florence Miller, 
missionary, J apan 

M AYBE YOU trunk that's a 
silly question and that everyone ought 
to !mow the answer, but in my country 
of Japan it's not an uncommon one at 
all. Let me tell you my story. I'm 
Jiro Nishimura, a fr eshman in college. 
I come from a middle class home. My 
parents are nominal Buddhis ts , the 
kind that go t o t he temple at New 
Year's and during the Festival of the 
Dead in August, when everyone goes 
out of custom. My grandmother is a de
voted Buddhist. She's the one who 
l ooks after the family altar and the 
ances tor s by malting food offerings 
before meals and chanting prayers be
fore the altar for the spirits of the 
dead members of the Nishimura s ide of 
t he family. I have a little sister, Har
uko, in primary school. 

We've been ha ving some interesting 
discussions at our house recently about 
Christmas which have caused us all to 
wonder what the r eal meaning of 
Christmas is . It began, I think, when 
I got a part time job with a depart
ment s tore the early part of Decem
ber. My job was to dr ess up like Santa 
Claus and walk up and down the side
walk advertising a Chris tmas sale. The 
department stores have had Christmas 
sales for years, but until t his year I 
never gave much t hought to the r ea
son for them. I guess I used to think 
they were in prepar ation for our big 
New Year's cele bra tion when everyone 
wears new clot hes, en tertains f r iends, 
and gives gifts. But t his year at a 
Christmas pa rty given by our English 
speaking society at t he univers ity, I 
discovered that gifts are exchanged at 
Christmas, too, which is probably why 
the stor es seek to a ttract customers 
at this t ime . But s till I didn't know 
why gifts were exchanged. 

STORES DECORATED 
BE AUTIFULLY 

The stores are decorated bea utifully 
at Christmas, both inside and out. Th e 
manufacture of Christm as ornaments 
is quite an industry in J apan , you 
know. But I could never figure out 
what t hese decorations r epresented. I 
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remember seeing one store with a 
huge lighted figure of Cinderella on t he 
outside of the building. At the time 
I thought it was very pretty, but re
cently I've been wondering wha t con
nection there is between Christmas and 
Cinderella. And since I've been wear
ing this Santa Claus suit, I've been 
wondering h ow he fits in. 

"STAR FESTIVAL" 
And what's the purpose of decorat

ing Christmas trees? I agree they're 
pretty, but why connect them with 
Christmas? I began to think that 
Christmas probably developed from 
some fairy stories just like our "Star 
Festival" which we celebrate in J uly. 
We call it "Tanabata." According to 
an old legend a boy star and a girl star 
fell in Jove with each other, but they 
were not allowed to meet except once 
a year. "Tanabata" is the celebration 
of that one happy night in t he year 
when the two lovers can see each 
other. Interes tingly enough, a custom 
very similiar to that of decorating a 
Christmas tree has developed. We 
ma ke ornate decorations out of paper 
and hang them on bamboo trees placed 
in our homes or along the streets. So 
when I first saw a Chris tmas tree, I 
naturally thought of "Tanabata" and 
wondered if Chris tmas was something 
like it. 

We have a lot of festivals in Japan; 
all of t hem are very colorful and in
teresting so it hardly seems that we 
should have felt the need to adopt one 
from t he West, especially not just a 
few days before our New Year's cele
bration that lasts from three to five 
days. And yet it's an undeniable fact 
that Christmas has become a bigger 
celebration than some of our own festi
vals. We've adopted the Christmas tree 
and lights, Santa Claus, the custom 

of g1vmg gifts, sending Chr istm as 
cards, and having drinking parties. And 
yet, all the whlle we're celebrating, 
most of us are not su re what it's all 
about. 

CHRISTl\IAS TREE! 
Well, to get back to the family dis

cussion about Christmas, my little 
sister surprised t he family one eve
ning at supper by asking if we could 
have a Christmas t ree. One of h er 
neighborhood friends had one, a nd 
Haruko thought it was so pretty t hat 
she wanted one too. Grandma was the 
fi rst to express her opinion. "A Christ
mas tree ! Why, Christmas is a Chris
tian celebration! We're Buddhists. 
We'll have no part in that." Poor 
Ha ruko looked so crushed tha t Mom 
came to her rescue saying, "If we're 
going to t hink like that, I guess I 
ca n' t make a Chris tmas ca ke a ny more 
either. A lot of people who aren' t 
Christians buy a decoration cake for a 
special treat. I don't know what con
nect ion there is between the cake and 
Chris tmas, but we never even think 
about being Christ ia ns when we eat 
the cake. We just enjoy it." 

"And what about our Chr is tmas 
party at t he office? " Dad asked. "We 
have one every yea r. The young people 
like to sing and dance, a nd we olde~· 
folks s it around and eat a nd dr ink and 
talk. At the end we excha nge presents 
and every one has a good t ime . No one 
ever thinks abou t being Chr istians ; 
we just enjoy it." 

"Or how a bout the Chris tmas music 
we've been listening to on the radio?" 
I chimed in. "Of course t here's t he 
religious kind like "Silent Night" a nd 
the non-religious like "Jingle Bells," 
but no one seems to m a ke much dis
t_inction between them. You' re jus t as 
likely to hear "Silent Night" a t a ba r 
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as you are "Jingle Bells." No one 
thinks about being a Christia n when he 
lis tens to the music; he just enjoys 
it." 

NOT A CHRI STIAN TO 
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 

Well, to m ake a long s tory shor t, t he 
consensus of opin ion was that you 
didn't have to be a Christian to cele
brate Chris tmas, and we could go 
a head an d enjoy i t as we had done be
fore. But since Grandma was so opposed 
to a Christmas tree, Haruk o would just 
have to wait until she had a home 
of her own to buy one. 

But I wasn't really satisfied with 
this conclusion. I thought Grandma's 
view was a little more consistent t han 
a ny one else's. If we are Buddhists, 
then le t's be B uddhis ts. Let's not be 
two things at once. But if we haven't 
been able to find much meaning and 
help in Buddhism, a nd if there is some
th ing in Christ ianity which is more 
satisfying, then we ought to find out 
more about it. 

"THE :MESSIAH" 
Being in this frame of mind, I guess 

I was all set to accept an invitation of 
one of my friends to go to the Christ
mas concert a t one of t he Christian 
unive rs ities. The student choir presents 
i t every year, and it has become quite 
a public a t tract ion. They always sing 
"The Messia h" in E nglish. I don't un
derstand English too well, b ut t he 
program helped to ex-plain some of t he 
content a nd how it came to be written. 
Even though I didn't understand it 
t oo well, I was quite impressed by the 
spirit and feeling expressed in t he 
music. The "Ha llelujah Chorus" was 
t remendous. When it was all over, I 
felt as if I wa nted to be all alone a nd 
think. 

We didn· t talk much on the way 
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home but my fr iend m ust have sensed 
that I had been moved by t he concer t 
and asked me if I would care to attend 
the Christmas program at his ch urch 
the next Sunday. I had never attended 
a Chris tian Church. I wan ted to go 
but wondered wh at t he family would 
t hink. I agreed to go but simply told 
my family t hat I was going to a 
Chris tmas party, so I m et with no 
opposit ion. 

A SCENE OF WORSHIP 
AND ADORATION 

It was a small ch urch, but it was 
crowded wit h people of all ages. A 
large Christmas t ree stood at t he front 
of the chur ch and other decorations 
were hung about t he room. T he people 
were seated about tables and were 
enjoying a meal together. After supper 
there was a program. A t fi rst we all 
sang Ch ristmas carols together. T hen 
t he little ch ildren presented a play 
which depicted the bir t h of Christ. I 
knew a lit tle about Jesus as an his
tor ical person from my studies at 
school, but I had never felt about him 
as I did t hat n igh t when I saw the 
little baby J esus lying in a crude 
m anger, the poor shepherds kneeling 
before him in worship, and t he noble 
wise men presenting t heir treasures in 
adoration. It was such a s imple little 
play that I really don't understand 
how it could have said so much to me. 
Maybe it was because I was seeking to 
know what Christmas was all about, 
and the play1et answered my question 
by focusing my attention on t he hear t 
of CI1ristmas. 

I suddenly felt an im pulse to hel p 
my family see beyond the accumulation 
of Christmas trappings to that s imple 
scene of worship and adoration which 
had helped me to know what Christ
mas was all about. 

Christmas 
Among the 

Spanish
Americans 

by Rev. David Keiry, 

missionary, Colorado 

''I T ALL DEPENDS what 
one thinks!" T hat's t he simple response 
from a people caught in a conflict of 
culture. Here, in t he San Luis Valley, 
less than four hours from Denver on 
excellen t h ighways, rapid assimilation 
is taking place. A great deal of ad
\'erse publicity has been g iven to our 
people and their ways by writers and 
casual viewers. Many are now hesitant 
to make statements for fear of publica
tion, and pictures are unwillingly given. 

Old Spanish ways may be observed 
by teacher planning a Christmas party 
for their children with a pinatci, s tuffed 
with goodies. Outside of the classroom 
one seldom sees such a thing. S t rang
ers and government men may decora te 
t heir homes with the fcirolitos, a paper 
sack containing a lighted candle set in 
sand to hold the sack solid, as well as, 
to keep the sack from burning. Such a re 
today's ways, but many of the people 
no longer follow. They spend a great 
deal in order to do as the Anglo does . 
T insel, lights and trees now belong. 

"FELICES NAVI DADES" 
Yet, there are some old ways. The 

greetings, "Felices navidades," still ex
press the joy of Christ's birth to others 
who know the old \Vay, and "Merry 
Creesmas," shouted as footsteps glide 
swiftly by in the cold December air, 
tell the wonderful story of man's sal
vation in the birth of the Christ . To be 
sure many also say "Merry Christmas" 
w ith no accent, and it tells the story 
of education, and constant English 
drills. 

A believer tells childhood experiences 
of fasting for nine days before Christ
mas, practicing the Rosary and many 
prayers which would first be said be
fore the large bonfires in t heir com 
munity. Later, they would sing before 
windows and doors. When t he door 
opened, they prayed before they were 
given anything. Today, this is gone for 
most communities; however . a pilgr im 
age is made to all ft·iends early 
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Christmas morning for treats ,\,h ich 
have been carefully prepared for the 

(Contimt.ed 011 page 9) 

15 



SPEAK UP! 
An Open Forum for communication among North American. Baptists 
moderated by Dr A. Dale lhrie minister of the Grosse Pomte Bap
tist Church, Gro~se Pointe W~ods, Mich., and General Conference 

Moderator. 

THE DIVORCE QUESTION 

Dear Dr. Ihrie: 
Open Forum is certainly a fine way 

for a iring viewpoints. 
In t he April 7 issue the question was 

raised, "What attitude should the 
Christian take toward divorce?" I was 
rather surprised and certainly dis
appointed to part of the answer to 
that question. You state that in your 
opinion the matter of remarriage can
not be dealt with as a n absolute or 
forbidden as a blanket principle. Ac
cording to my Bible the matter m ust 
be considered as a n absol ute a nd for
bidden but this principle should be 
applied before remarriage of divorced 
parties. If the sin of divorce would 
occasionally be preached from the pul
pit, perhaps there would be less di
vorce, or a reconciliation would take 
place, and at least the children would 
be spared much heartache. 

Your opinion is contrary to God's 
word. Either God's word is infa1lible 
a nd t he sole a uthority in ALL mat
ters or it isn't in anything. His word 
is LAW and FINAL and is not de
pendent on trend of t he people, the age 
we are living in, or on m erits or de
merits. For the Christian t he question 
of innocence or guilt, loneUness, af
fliction or a nything else can not be 
considered. They should have been 
taken into consideration before the 
divorce was applied for. 

The words of Luke 16 :18 were spok
en by the Lord Jesus Christ, himself, 
and confirmed the commandment of 
Exodus 20:14. 

Name Withheld 

DR. IlIRIE'S COMMENT 

Thank you again for your observa
tion. You have probably noted that 
in Matthew 5 and Matthew 19 the 
phrase "except for the reason of for-

nication" is added. This is a most 
important factor . Again, as soon as 
you are dealing with decisions ba_sed ?n 
claims and conditions you are m ~1f
ficulty. I do not find the Bible bemg 
the text you cite. If this were. t~e 
as absolute as you seem to find it m 
only proof-text you might have to 
base your exegesis on it. As a pastor 
I still find that I am obligated ~o 
evaluate each case individually. ThlS 
is certainly not to condone or encour
age divorce but to heal lives and to 
cure sicknesses. The curse of broken 
homes is a tragic part of the patholo
gy of our age, and we need to do all 
we can to deal with it. We all agree 
that the time to deal with it is before 
the marriage occurs in the first place. 

Dear Sir: 
Sometime ago I wrote on why our 

denomination was not growing. Even 
though these things a re true, I want 
you to know I love it and our local 
church, and that I can thank the Lord 
for many blessings received through 
the faithful and dedicated people serv
ing in many capacities, be it pastor 
or layman, and would like to t hank 
them publicly. It is only as we see our 
failings that we realize our need ?f 
our dear Savior 's help. My prayer is 
that the people of the denomination 
and myself in particular be a ll Jesus 
Christ would have us be. 

Yours for his pra ise, 
Name withheld 

DR. IlIRIE'S COMMENT 

This is the spirit we covet among 
all the brethren. It is <:< mark of true 
maturity when you can share in any 
open discussion about the cause of 
Chr is t or about our denomination and 
keep on being the loyal brother you 
are to all the program. Write again. 

1966 DENOMINATIONAL STATISTICS 

It is our privilege to release t he new denominational statistics, together with 
the comparative figures for several previous years. 

Number of churches 
Number of baptisms 
Total membership 
Gifts for all purposes 
Gifts for local expenses 
Gifts for NAB miss ions 
Gifts for other missions 
Sunday school scholars 
W.M.U. 
CBY Fellowship 
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1964 
327 

1,974 
53,346 

$6,330,053.49 
$5,015,007.54 
$1,017,772.97 
$ 297,272.98 

49,626 
11,652 
8,435 

1965 
329 

2,047 
53,711 

$6, 798,824.90 
$5,394,226.34 
$1,076, 772.40 
$ 327,826.16 

49,702 
12,195 
8,891 

1966 
332 

2,020 
53,742 

$7,606,747.83 
$6,063,240.00 
$1,186,273.94 
$ 357,233.89 

49,253 
12,195 
8,536 

bY Mr. W. L. Unger of the Calvary 
Baptist Church, Corn, Okla. 

J WAS RAISED in a Chris
tian home in a Christian community. I 
a ttended church and Sunday school 
regularly as a child and into my early 
teens ; however, Christ did n ot enter 
my life until I reached my early 
twenties. I was married by this time, 
iand my wife and I realized the need 
of a church home; however, a local 
church rule prevented us from becom
ing members of the church we had 
ibeen attending. 

At the tim e, I felt I was s trong 
enough spiritually to remain faithful 
without being part of a church. I did 
remain faithful for approximately six 
months, when I began drifting away. 
Then followed eight wiasted years of 
living outside the fellowship of God. 
Finally, I rededicated my life to the 
Lord and was baptized into the fellow
ship of a Baptist church. I had learned 
that onJy by being a pru·t of a church 
could ·I remain faithful to God. 

At this time I also came to realize 
that ten per cent of my earnings be
Jonged to t he Lord, and I did give the 
tenth to his work; however, the full 
1blessings of tithing were no t mine 
until I was led to realize the true 
meaning of Malachi 3:10. My tithe 
•belongs in the storehouse ; the store
house is my church; therefore, the 
t ithe is the minimum for my local 
church giving. 

The Lord has led me to serve 
through the Sunday s~hool, in working 
with our local youth and in our de
nominational stewardship p rogram ; 
three areas of service that I love a nd 
feel are most instrumental in car ry
ing out the command g iven us by 
Chris t in Mark 16:15: "Go ye into a ll 
the world a nd preach the gospel to 
every creature.'' 

BAPTIST MEN'S DUES 

The financial needs of "Baptist Men" 
will not be met unless each member 
organization is faithful in paying its 
annual dues, which should be sent to 
our Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. Wal
ter Fritzemeier, Stafford, Kansas. It is 
the desire of t he officers of Baptist 
Men of the North American Baptist 
General Conference to be of as much 
help as possible to local organizations 
of Baptist Men. 

Fred L. Paul 
Vice President 

BAPTIST HERALD 

C. EMANUEL CARLSON. Dr. Ca rl
son, director for the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affai rs, was named 
by the Bethel Alumni Association as 
Alumnus of the Year, 1966, on Oct. 
23. He was a former dean of Bethel 
College, St. Paul, Minn. 

E VA N GE LI CAL CHRISTIAN 
WRITING. "Evangelical Christian .writ
ing generally does not reach people 
where they are," charged Rev. Leslie 
K. Tarr, main speaker to t he 13th an
nual conference of the Christian Writ
ers of Canada in October. He crit icized 
strongly the approach made by evan
gelical writers to other Christia ns, to 
unbelievers and to the secular press. 
"We could take a lesson from the 
existentiaUst, in that our Christian 
writing could be more mea ningful to 
people in the circumstances in which 
they find themselves in 1966." Mr. 
Tarr does not believe in the theology 
of the existentialist. "But the core of 
their a rgument-that is, the search for 
t he meaning of man's existence and 
his situation in the universe--was 
worth a detailed study by Christian 
writers as to journalistic methodology 
for this genera tion. The Gospel of J e
sus Christ should have a voice in the 
big circulation m edia, but we can't 
expect to get a voice in the magazines 
and newspapers of Canada if what we 
say is largely meaningless to the read
ers of those media." 

WORLD CONGRESS ON EVAN
GELISM. (Berlin) Racial hypocrisy 
among Christians was named as the 
number one hindrance to the spread of 
Christian ity today at the World Con
gress on Evangelism. A delegate from 
Nigeria , Rev. Moses Ariye, said that 
Africa students cannot understand 
how white missionaries can come to 
Africa and talk about the love of Jesus 
Chris t when African s tudents are often 
not accepted and loved by Christians 
in America. 
• Rev. John Basil Sheering of New 
York, editor of "The Catholic World," 
said in a press conference he was dis
appointed that the Congress had not 
shown the sam e interest in t he ecu
m enical movement a nd Chris tian unity 
found in the Vatican Council. Another 
major difference, he said, was that the 
Vatican Council made a greater em
phasis on openness to the world, and 
toward church involvement in social 
action. 
• At a press conference, a Jewish 
rabbi observer to the Congress, Arthur 
Gilbert, called for Christians to quit 
trying to convert the J ews a nd instead 
enter into a dialogue with us. He great
ly apprecia ted t he invitation to at
tend the Congress as an observer, but 
regretted that the Congress program 
offered no more time for consideration 
of such great social problems as anti
Semitism and the problem of Chris tian 
missionary efforts aimed at the J ews. 
Gilbert branded as blasphemous the 
notion t hat J ewish people are heathen 
for not having accepted Jesus Christ. 
He said that during the Congress, he 
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had felt surrounded by men of love, 
and urged evangelicals to recognize 
that J ews already have experienced 
God's grace in his law. 
e Communism was branded as one of 
the greatest threats to Christian evan
gelism by both a Chinese religious 
leader and a former United Nations 
delegate from South Korea. Dr. Helen 
Kim, roving ambassador of Korea, de
cla red that the "present indications a re 
that there is no surviving church in 
North Korea." During 1959 and 1960 
the Communist Party in North Korea 
"liquidated three million people, in
cluding a ll Christians," in North Korea. 
• Dr. Andrew Ben Loo of Taipei, Tai
wan, said that the figure of five million 
people liquidated in Communist China 
is considered conservative. "Commu
nism looks upon Christianity as its 
arch enemy. In all her his tory, the 
church of Christ has never encountered 
so great and subtle an opponent. For 
the last 40 years I have witnessed at 
close range the coming in to power and 
expansion of Communism in the Far 
East. The true believers on the China 
mainland today are underground. Due 
to intimidation, ridicule and murder, 
no half-hearted Christian would risk 
appearing in a place of worship." Loo 
chided the critics of the war in Viet 
Nam and those who urged admission 
of Communist China to the UN. 
• Dr. Arthur F . Glasser said scarcely 
a city in the U.S.S.R. lacks a Baptist 
"prayer house," that evangel ism is 
pursued by friendship, that all Chris
tia n activity centers in the church and 
that the laity is the key to the 
church's evangelistic zeal. 
• Dr. David Mason of the Laubach 
Literacy Organization estimated that 
one-half of the world's adults-the si
lent billion- are unable to read and 
write. He said that Protestant evan
gelism is forgetting the s ilent billion, 
and called for the church both to teach 
people to r ead and to proclaim the 
Gospel to them. 
• Rev. Oral Roberts who also ad
dressed the Congress said that Chris t 
clearly instructed h is followers to heal 
as well as to preach. Roberts char
acterized "healing" as a means to a n 
end as one of t he m ethods of evan
ge!i~m. "There are people who won't 
be won by healing. But there are those 
who will not be won by any other 
way." 

TELEPHONE REASSURING SERV
ICE. Members of the Bethlehem, Pa .. 
Senior Citizens Center are operating a 
free telephone reassurance service for 
elderly citizens. It has two unique 
features. The first is that the home
bound elderly person may be called 

. Th~ ~ everyday by a different person. d 
made possible by a list of names atnh 

d il on e telephone numbers posted a Y b s 
Center's bulletin board. As mem ~rs 
come in, they check to see w~o t~e 
not been called and then ma .e that 
call or calls. The second feature is 
younger people who wish to !: 

1
:

vacation, and have older perso Ider 
ing with them, may enter the ~fed 
people for the service for a speci ~ 
time The center will contact e 
youn.ger people in case of an emer
gency. (AGING). 

DEAN OF NORTHERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEl\UNARY. On Oct. 
1 Dr D George Vanderlip was ai:

. . h senu
nounced as the new De_an of t. e st 
nary filling the adrrurustrat1ve po 
le ft vacant by Dr. James D. Mos:;~~~ 
He has a uthored the books, RO
T eacher and Lord, and Paul muJ, 

"»Wlll.S. 

REDBOOK MAGAZTh"E. Just _ hOW 
much ch ange how much transien~e, 
can an individual take? Can we a~ 1f" 
dividuals, o~· can s_ociety as ~ :~c~ 
function rat10nally m a world m ? 

everything is so terribly tempo~a;y ~ 
Dr. Herbert Gerjuoy, as psychologist.~g 
t he staff of the Educational Tes 1 

Service in P rinceton, New J~rsey, ~-:;; 
Plains that: "In a stable society '! 

• · · d 1 S1tua-decisions become rout1ruze · b 
tions r epeat themselves. The num ~~ 
of decisions we are called upon to m 
is limited. But when a society chang:~ 
as fast as ours, the problems no lon~l 
repeat t hemselves. We are consta~h_Y 
confronted with novel problems. is 
may prove stimulating or arousing, but 
arousal is itself a form of stress. It 
involves activation of the adrenals and 
the sequence of biochemical events that 
have been found to cause psych?so
matic illness and perhaps even agmg. 
Too much excitement and n ovelty
too much change--can undermine one's 
a bility to make decisions rationally. 
". . . Sanity, after all, depends upon 
comprehension of one's surroundings. 
-Alvin Toffler, "Can We Cope With 
Tomorrow?" 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
(Contim1u,ed from page 13) 

Ca hill, R ev. R obert D .. 3074 Yellow
stone Drive, Costa Mesa, Calif. 
92626. 

Dachtle r, Rev. W. D., 1912-9th St 
N. W., Minot, N. D. 58701. . 

F ranck, Rev. Leon, 502 s. 14th S 
LaCrossee, Wis. 54601. t ., 

Goliath, Rev. Fritz Rudolf 
Alta., Canada. ' Hilda, 

(Continued on page 26 ) 
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ONCE AGAIN TO B ETHLEHEM 

M'.rs. Delma r L . W esseler 

"Let us now go even unto Bethle
hem . . . . " 

Again, this Chris tmas, all Christian 
hearts will take the sacred journey to 
the little town of Bethlehem. Here 
again we will be brought face to face 
with sweetness ... and purity . .. and 
sacredness . . . the din and blackness 
of t he world today will be removed for 
a t ime. In t he light of God's star shin
ing on t he humble manger, we will gain 
new perspectives ; our distor ted values 
and goals will be made s tra ight, as 
we exper ience the cleans ing in t he 
light of God made flesh. 

At this time, our concerns with 
ever yday explosive world problems, 
fears, grievances, and m aterial ism ap
pear irrelevan t, for again we are at 
tuned to God's perfect love shown to
ward us. We experience n ew hope, new 
joy and new life as we gaze upon a 
l ittle child held closely in its mother·s 
arms. We have come in con tact with 
t he Light of t he World ! 

It is writ t en t ha t the wise men 
after visit ing the Babe in the manger 
"went back another way." No one can 
really see Christ and go back the 
same way. L ife becomes differ ent from 
that hour. 

The story is told of a beau tiful 
statute depicting a Greek slave girl 
t hat once stood in t he market place in 
an Italian city. It represented the slave 
as being tidy and neatly dressed. A 
ragged, uncombed little street child, 
coming across the s ta tue one day, 
s topped and gazed at it in admira 
tion. She was captivated by it. 
She gazed long and lovingly. Moved 
by a sudden impulse, she went home 
and washed her face and combed her 
hair. Another day she stopped again 
before the statue and admired it and 
got a new idea. Next day her tattered 
clothes were washed and mended. Each 
time she looked at the statue she found 
something in its beauties to admire 
and copy, until she was a transformed 
child. 

As we "go even unto Bethlehem" 
this year, let us too" come back an
other way." Let us glory in t he fact 
that we were once slaves to sin , but 
Jesus came down and sufferred with 
us, for us, and delivered us! Now as 
we view him in his Word, in prayer, 
and in meditation, and as we serve 
him in the person of others, Jet us do 
it in the spirit in which Paul lived. 
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" ... God so loved the world t hat HE 
(Continued on page 21) 

The Minister's Workshop 
Faculty membe'rs of the N AB Seminary and of the Christian Trnining 
Institute consider the Christian minister in his study and in his in

volvements in life situations and problems of our day. 

by Dr. Bernard Schalm of the Christian Training Institute Faculty, 
Edmonton, Alberta 

PNEUMATIROS OR P SYCIDKOS? 

T HE NEW Testament uses 
t hree adjectives to describe t he for ces 
which activate ·Chris tian behavior : 
pneiimatikos, psychi kos, and sar1cikos 
or sarkinos. Pneiimatikos, which occurs 
twenty-seven times in the New Testa
ment, char acterizes the pe rson whose 
mot ivation for Christ ian behavior is 
derived pr imar ily from spirit ual 
sources. P sychikos, used six times in 
the New Testament, depicts the "na
tural" (I Cor . 2 :14) or "sensual" 
(Jude 19) m an whose Chris tian con
cern is born in the psyche (soul) ra ther 
than in the spir it. Sar k ikos or sarkinos 
is used eleven t imes in the New Testa 
ment and refers to t he fleshly, carnal 
na ture of man. The apostle P a ul con 
tras ts in sha rp relief U1e behaviora l 
traits of the 1>ne1imcitikos and the 
sark ikos (See Gal. 5 :19-23). The line 
of demarcation between the pnetimati 
kos and the psychi kos, however, is not 
as pronounced, and we often find it 
difficult to distinguish between t he 
"spir itual" and the "psychic" in Chris
tian behavior. 

Such presumably Chris tian responses 
as t he practice of asceticism, spasmodic 
outbursts of emotions in revival m eet 
ings, speaking in tongues, and simila r 
ecstatic sensations are regarded by 
some as genu ine spiritual manifesta
t ions and by others are purely psychic 
phenomena. As ministers we are al
ways in danger of commit t ing one or 
the othe r of two grievous s ins: the 
sin of explaining spir itual experiences 
in terms of psychology, and t he s in 
of expla ining psychic experiences in 
t erms of theology. In the first in
stance we become guilty of denying t he 
superna tur a l in the Chr istian life · in 
the second instance we are blind to 
the na tural and the human in Chris tian 
behavior . The problem is enhanced by 
t he fact t hat the psychic Christian very 
seldom possesses t he gift of discern
m ent; it is the spiritual man that 
"judgeth a ll things .. .. " (I Cor. 2 :15) . 

OBS ERVABLE CHARACTERI STI CS 
The re are many observa ble charac

ter istics t hat dist inguish the pne11.
matikos from the psychikos. These dis
t inctions a re evident in t he nature of 
t he Christian experience (conversion) 
and, particularly, in t he manner in 
which the Ch ristian fai th is expressed 
in dai ly life. The present discussion 
will be limited to responses as t hey 
relate to the wor k of the pastor. In 
order to bring the differences in to 

sharp focus, we sha ll consider be
havioral traits which lie near the two 
ext remit ies on the spiritual-psychic 
continuum, being fully aware, of 
course, that t he behavior of most m in
isters represents a "mixed type." 

THE P SYCHIIWS 

The PS1Jchikos, being preoccupied 
with externals, is bent on achieving 
"success" in the fastest way and with 
the least exertion of effort. H is ser 
mons flourish with "exciting" anec
dotes t aken from the repertoire of his 
own experiences. Extended invitations 
r einforced by highly suggestive re~ 
marks and "sentimental" s tories are 
used to bring about decisions.' The 
scope of his preaching comprises length 
and breadth, not depth. Emphasis is 
placed on that which is vis ible to the 
eye, such as spectacular performances, 
a ttendance campaigns, eye-catching 
slog~ns, and a host of other attention
gettm.g gimmicks. The psych ic minis
ter will on occasion display a remark
able zeal for t he cause of Christ but he 
la~ks determination and perse~erance. 
H is prayers, which are usually of th e 
~xtemporaneous k ind, ar e clad in pious 
J~gon and supercharged with emo
t iona l fervor. Since his faith is an
c~ored in externals, he becomes deeply 
~isturbed and easily offended by minor 
irregularities and slight deviations 
from the . establ ished norm. As coun
selor he is apt to be directive in h is 
approB:ch. The problems of the client 
~re diagr:ioscd and "solved" in t he 

ght of his own experiences. 

T I-IE PNEUM ATIKOS 

es I~~~nttras t, th.e T>neumiati.kos preach-
ris and h im crucified N umbers 

cast no m · · 
e t agic spel l on him. He preach-
t~ 0 a small r ural congregation with 
t• e tsame zest as he does to a sophis-
ica ·eel crowd of suburban1"tes His 

succes · . . · s m the pulpit h es not in the 
use of highly · but in . . . suggestive techniques 

h is 1 ehance on the convicting 
ii~~~~:f .~h~. Holy Spir it. Rather than 
meat f 1 c mg ears, he offers t he 
ing h~ th~ W~;d instead. In counsel
t h avoids transfer" by focusing 
L e..., attention of the client upon the 

or" rather t ha th 
Christian n . n e counselor. His 
proach t 1 e in. general and h is ap
not inhib?t ~~Bibi~ in particu lar aTe 
or preco~ e . Y g1;1i lt feelings, anxiety, 
Th .. ceived ideas of oTthodoxy. 

e spiritually · l 
to m old h. . m!nc ed minister seeks 
of J is parishioners into t he image 

esus Christ cl ti . . fan fare d •.an 1at with as little 
an noise as possible. H e ac-

raontinued on page 24) 
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Do YOU MEAN that there is 
at least one program designed for 
men and women sixty-five years and 
older which actually works? Are you 
sure that a church can really provide a 
program Lhat will be enjoyed by Senior 
Citizens ? 

If such questions have been in your 
mind, permit me to take you on a 
visit to the program we provided and 
explain how and why it was appre
ciated. 

RE SOURCE I DEAS 

FOR CHRISTI A N EDUCATI ON 

TYPICAL P ROGR AM 
Every month on the first and third 

Th ursdays at 10 :00 A.M., we will find 
at least a dozen women and at least 
four men a rriving at First Baptist 
Chur ch, New Castle, Pa . Shortly, the 
happy chatter and la ughter of the 
women can be heard in Weller H all 
where they are seated at different 
tables working on various handcraft 
projects. At t he same t ime men are 
off in a small room enjoying their 
work on different kinds of wood work 
projects. We'll discuss these projects 
a little later. 

Both groups keep busy talking and 
working until t\velve noon, when they 
a.I! gather together in Weller Hall to 
e njoy the sack lunches which they have 
brough t. We provide t he beverage and 
dessert. During lunch t ime Mrs. Her
man and her kitchen staff make sure 
everyone is served. Toward the end of 
t he hour t he dir ector , Mrs. Davidson, 
r ecognizes all visitors and fir st timers 
(here is where you are personally in
troduced) . T he group sings to those 
Who have birthdays, and if you are 
over n inety everyone will sign a card 
for you, a~d perhaps a cake wiµ be 
placed in front of you. Mrs. Davidson 
keeps us informed of who is absent, 
if they are sick or away on a visit. Be
for lunch is over a bowl is passed 
around for every~ne to "chip" in a 
dime or a quarter toward beverage and 
dessert. 

Now we have about fifteen minutes 
of free time while the women and 
men clean up the ir wor k areas and see 
that everything is placed back in stor
age unt il next meeting. 

At one o'clock everyone gathers in a 
nearby adu lt classroom for devotions. 
T hey love to sing t he old favorites and 
then listen to Mrs. Mooney present .a 
challenge from God's Word. Since this 
Program is open to anyone regardless 
of race, creed or color, t here is always 
t?e interweaving of the plan of s<l:1va
t1.on in to t he devotional. At least eight 
d ifferent churches have been repre
sented. 

F rom abou t 1 :20 to 2:30 P .M. 
everyone enjoys the special feature of 
the day, which has been planned and 

scheduled by the director, Mrs. David
son. 

SP E CIAL FEATUR ES 
Here are some special features al

ready provided: lecture and slides of 
t he New York World's F air by Bell 
Telephone Co., a floral demonstration, 
a travelogue on Scandinavian Coun
tries by People's Bank, special speak
ers, a picnic, two tours of the Sotus 
Candy Factory, a visit to Hermon's 
Greenhouse where everyone received a 
bouquet of carnations, a Christmas 
party. As you can see there are plenty 
of possible featw·es which Senior 
Ci tizens can enjoy. After the special 
feature, everyone leaves for. home. 
Those who need transportation are 
cared for by Mrs. Herman. 

ARTICLES MADE AND 
DISTRIBUTED 

During the first year the following 
items were completed by the women: 
twenty Easter favors, many Christmas 
favors, fourteen corduroy footballs, 
twelve dolls dressed, twelve doll 
baskets, eighteen two-piece desk s~ts, 
sixteen baskets made from greeting 
cards and filled with candy, eleven 
pairs of scuffies, two bean bags and 
game boards. These were distributed 
in the community to the following 
agencies: school for retarded children, 
the county home for the elderly, the 
county crippled children . society, ci.ty 
rescue mission, two hospitals, Baptist 
home and orphanage and to the church 
shut-ins. The men also made wooden 
footstools and clip boards. 

Mrs. Davidson informs us t hat local 
factories and merchants are glad to 
donate scrap leather, wool, cotton, 
corduroy, yarn, and so forth, wh~n 
they learn about the prog;am and its 
purpose in the commu~ty. Church 
members contribute ~l~s.tic bottle tops, 
small pill bottles, artif1ci8:1 flowers, old 
hosiery, and so forth. With most ma
terial donated, there are actually very 
little operational costs. 

PURPOSE 
After visiting a typical program let 

Our Senior Citizens 
. t . f Christian Education, 

by Rev. Oliver Strong-, Direc 01 0 Illinois 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Kankakee, 

l:> ecernber 15, 1966 

me explain its purpose. We want to 
provide fellowship and service for those 
sixty years plus. This twofold purpose 
showed the 700 Senior Citizens that 
we appreciated and cared for them, but 
that we were not going to burden them 
with administrative responsibilities. 
This purpose also was intended to 
show the community t hat we demon
strated our Christianity by m aking 
things for the less fortunate in the 
area institutions. Interestingly enough 
several Senior Citizens joined our 
group, because they wanted to be of 
service to others. 

ORGANIZATION 
First, we observed a successful pro

gram in Youngstown, Ohio, for six 
months before launching our program. 
There were observation visits m ade by 
the pastor, Rev. J. C. Meyers, and I, 
and several Senior Citizens and three 
prospective staff leaders. D uring these 
sLx months the Board of Christian Edu
cation approved the launching of such 
a program which would come under 
the adult division of our Christian 
E ducation program. The initial staff 
was to be composed of three women 
who were younger than senior citizens 
and who could work with that age 
group. There would be the director 
who was to be responsible for the 
total program, the craft chairman who 
was to be responsible for getting and 
providing project ideas on the basis of 
available material, the kitchen-trans
Portation chairman who was to be 
responsible fo1· beverage, desserts, 
serving and clean up as well as seeing 
that transportation was provided those 
requesting it. Other ladies would help 
as the need arose. 

We provided this program because 
we cared and wanted to help meet the 
needs of an age group which is too 
often overlooked and forgotten. P er
haps you have received an insight 
from this visit which will help enable 
you to begin some type of ministry for 
your Senior Citizens. 

NURSE WANTED 
A Christian licensed practical 

nurse is wanted for night duties at 
the Nor th Amel'ican Baptist Home 
for the Aged ln Philadelphia, Penn
sylvania . Live in. 

North American Baptist Home 
7023 Rising Sun Avenue 
Philadel1;>hia, Pa. 
Rudolph E. J ahn, Secretary 
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~"~~~~unday school les ons 
--7 ·- REV. B. C. SCHREIBER, FOREST PARK, ILLINOIS 

l\ l'Ei\c 
Dat;e. liL.'lG GDJn 

. Decetnb E 
Thetne: :no er 25, 1966 

. a~ TllJ:s 
<> • • l\ :S;\ VI DA.Y 
"'Ctiptlll'e· 0l{, 

THE CE:N'f . Luice 2:8-20 
men have tr· RJ\L 1'B: 
J esus came ~ed to tnake OthDGBT. Many . 

0 tnak e Wo Id · 
INTRonu e tnen new.r new, 

in the light C'I'row. It 
t he Old 'rest of all t he seems strange, 
which they ament and th Prophesies in 
people Shoul:ere given e clarity wit h 
wonderful be I>re ' that so few 
finally tookevent Of tiiared When the 
of course, \\r Place. 'I'he e Savior's birth 
cance of th as unawar World at large, 
t hought it e corning ~ of the s ignifi
birth of a tulea the 0 Christ. Rome 
nothing to baby in B World, and the 
more inter~ern. A.t th!t~ehem m ean t 
salvation. Stea in ta:in:i-e they were 

Only a Ve ation than in 
were enii ry srnau . 
that the t~tened e~nority in Judah 
birth of a n ll'th of C~·gh to realize 
tion. Israel ew age an d ist rneant the 
in cerernoni as a Who] a new dispensa
The priesth al and sa~ ~as entrenched 
a nd Sadduc~od, the s~1 . 1cia1 tradition. 
ga nized r ei · ~s establi r~bes, Pharisees 
under their igion ana ~ ea a well or
Herod the control. 1' ad t he people 
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with those ;~er did he :n h_is li~e for 
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Pharisees and Sadducees. These same 
J ewish leaders looked for the restora
tion of the kingdom of David, but 
they never took into consideration his 
lowly background as a shepherd. God 
d id not merely choose these shepherds 
because they were lowly and poor, 
but because they were fa ithful and 
believing. A humble and contrite heart 
is an indispensable condition. 

II. GOD'S PROMISE FULFil.JLED. 
Luke 2:9-14. 

It is important to note that God's 
first act on the eve of his Son's birth 
was to take away fear. This was not 
doom's day, but a day of glad tidings. 
And it was not only for the shepherds; 
it was for all people. God's promises 
do not always seem to be what can 
be seen only on t he surface. A Messiah 
and King coming in the form of a 
little helpless babe was not what the 
Jews expected. You must have eyes 
to see into the future, a nd t hen you 
will see how God works. 

III. CHILDLIKE FAITH IN THE 
CHRIST CHILD. Luke 2 :15-20. 

The shepherds believed, and there
fore they also had the irresistible de
sire to see. They went in fa ith with t he 
real ization in their hearts that it was 
true. 

The a ngels can a nnounce great 
events. They are a lso God's messen
gers. But t hey are not witnesses. This 
g reat and impor tant privilege is left 
to man. The shepherds <lid what every 
sincere Chris tian should do; they 
shared thei r experience with everyone 
t hey met . 

Questions for Discussion 
1. I s it right to get enthusiastic and 

excited a bout t he birth of Christ only 
once a year ? 

2. What traditions h ave we added 
to Christ's birth which a re not Bib
lical? Do you think they are wrong? 

3. Do we find many enthusiastic 
witnesses for Christ today? 

A TEACHING GUIDE 

Date : January 1, 1967 

Theme : Tll\'IE FOR PREP.AR./\TION 
Scri1>ture : Luke 3:21, 22; 4:1-13 

THE CENTRAL THOUGHT. Temp
tation is a time of danger , but it is 
also a t ime of opportuni ty for prep
aration and growth. 

INTRODUCTION. The Gospel of 
Luke is often r eferred to as the Gospel 
of Compassion. Because it was written 
by a physician this is understa ndable. 
From Luke's point of view we can 
easily imagine that it was compa ra-

tively easy for him to portray J esus 
as the Great Physician of t he body as 
well as of the soul. Throughout t he 
Gospe l the author m akes the reader 
aware of J esus' deep concern for man's 
spir itual need and for his sympathy 
and healing of those wi th bodily af
flictions. Repeatedly Luke a lso de
scribes J esus' primary concern for the 
lost a nd t he need for salvation. This 
is drama tically presented in t he story 
of the Procligal Son. Of all t he Gospel 
writers only Luke rela tes th is heart
warming story. If the ca reful student 
of the Bible will compare this Gospel 
with others, he will also notice t hat 
t here is special emphasis given to Je
sus' sympathy for women. When we 
realize that the self-righteous Pharisee 
prayed every morning, thanking God 
that that he was not born a leper, a 
Gentile or a woman, we can under
stand why the Marys and t he Marthas 
a nd the Magdalenes were drawn to 
someone who gave them a sense of 
worth . 

In today's lesson J esus is being pre 
?ared for his great mission through 
intense and prolonged temptation. It 
was not as easy as we sometimes 
imagine, for even t hough he was the 
Son of God, he came to earth in the 
form of man ; therefore he was sub
jected to all the temptations a nd weak
nesses of the flesh just as we are but 
without s in. ' 

I. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS . Luke 
3 :21-22. 

There is a tendency to minimize 
the ~>q>erience of baptism even a mong 
Baptists. According to J esus th is was 
an outstanding experience in his li fe. 
Naturally not a ll of us have such a 
de~p awareness of God's presence, but 
this should not ma ke the ordinance of 
baptism less meaningful for us. We 
should be conscious of the fact that 
God is _speaking to us in a special 
way. It is a n act of obedience in which 
we decide to put the will of God first. 

II. THE TEMPTATIONS OF J E 
SUS. Luke 4 :1-13. 

It is surprising to some that Jesus 
should be tempted. After a ll he was 
t he ~on of God and had a ll the power 
at his command. And if J esus was 
G?d, how could God be tempted? We 
fail to rea lize that J esus came into the 
world in the form of ma n and t ha t he 
~ecame fully huma n. If he had had no 
emptations he would have been un

sympathet ic with us as human beings 
(H1b. 2 :18; 4 :15-16). 
s If: The temptation to use power for 
e ish purposes. Satan always attacks 
~s a t our weakes t point. How easy 
it would have been to sa tisfy h is hun-

(Oontinued on page 2S) 
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81.'EVENSVILLE, ~llCH. We were 
honored to have Rev. and Mrs. David 
Harrison a nd their two year old daugh
ter wit h us Sunday evening, Sept. 4. 
The Harr isons are in mission work 
with t he Canadian India ns. After Rev. 
H a rrison had given t he message for 
t he evening, a social hour was enjoyed 
by all. We are partial supporters of 
t he Harrisons. This gave everyone an 
opportunity to meet this very interest
ing a nd dedicated young couple. (Mrs. 
Dora Kretchman, Reporter.) 

C.ARBON, ALTA. On Aug. 28 t he 
members of the Carbon Baptist 
Church together with the churches, 
Zion ~d Parkdale, and the United 
Church of Carbon, a nd many friends 
of t he community gathered for a fare
well service in honor of Rev. and Mrs. 
Arthur Patzia a nd t heir son, Michael. 

Mr. Daun Buyer, moderator of the 
church presided. Representatives of 
the va;ious organizations of t he church 
gave expression of a pprecia tion of the 
pastor and his good wife's work during 
the three years of ministry among us. 
This was done through word, song and 
ins trumental numbe rs. 

The two neighboring pastors, Rev. 
Ohlmann and Rev. Alla n Gerber, and 
Mr. Robert Garrett, representative of 
t he Carbon United Church, brough t ap
propriate words of farewell. 

The Patzias were presented with a 
farewell gift of money by t he church. 
Michael was given a $50 bond and a 
plaque of t he church. They were also 
presented with a picture a lbum of the 
members of the church. 

Rev. and Mrs. P atzia were then 
given a n oppor tunity to reply. They 
expressed their tha nks a nd apprecia
t ion with words t hat shall not soon be 
forgotten by us. 

After t he service a fellowship lunch 
was held in the church basement . Rev. 
R. Milbrandt brought words of fare
well at this time. (David Gieck, Re
porter.) 

SOUTHERN SOUTH DAKOTA 
ASSOCIATION 

During Oct. 2 to Oct. 4 approxi
mately 225 visitors and delegates of the 
Southern Association of the Dakota 
Con ference, not including t he folks 
from the local church, gathered at the 
Trinity Baptist Church, Sioux Falls , 
S. D., for the fall sessions of t he As
sociation. The people of t he Trinity 
church under t he leadership of Rev. 
and Mrs. Emanuel Wolff were ideal 
hos ts. No efforts were spared in m ak
ing t he gues ts feel welcome and at 
home. 

The theme for t he Associa tion was 
"The Changing F ace Of The Church." 
Through panel-discussions, talk back, 
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and questions from the floor, many 
interesting and stimulating ideas de
veloped for us to ponder over, as the 
theme was ably presented by our guest 
speakers: Rev. Daniel Fuchs, Forest 
Par k, ill., Dr. J. C. Gunst, Central Dis
trict Secretary, and Rev. a nd Mrs. 
Gary Schroeder, missionaries, Camer
oons. The guest speaker at the Mon
day evening service was Rev. Carlson, 
pastor of t he Central Baptist Church 
of the city. 

Each day began with devotions led 
by one of the Association pastors. A 
special luncheon on Monday noon r e
sulted in the creation of a committee 
to help in the planning and carrying 
out of plans for youth camps. This 
committee, working with t he Asso
ciation, consists of two pastors, t wo 
laymen and the president of the Youth 
Fellowship. The ladies' and men's 
luncheons on Tuesday were very well 
attended. 

During the r egular business sessions, 
which were conducted by Rev. Wiens 
as moderator, all reports and matters 
of business were quickly diS]:>ensed 
with so that there was a free period 
of time for fellowship. 

The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: moderator-Rev. 
P eter Wiens, vice moderator- 11:r. B. 
Tervien, secretary- Rev. L . P otratz, 
and treasurer: Mr. L . Weeldryer. (Rev. 
Thomas Lutz, Reporter. ) 

PA.UL, IDAHO. Members ofithe F irst 
Baptist Church of Paul have given 
sacrificially so tha t remodeling and 
improvements could be made in our 
church sanctuary. The beautification 
of t he sanctuary m akes our Worship 
services more inviting to new friends 
a nd guests in the community. Much 
of the labor was done by the members 
and friends 

The exterior of the new educational 
unit added two years ago and the 
front of the church have been bricked. 
New concrete s teps at the main en
trance were poured; shrubbery around 

Pas tor Fred Penner (left) and members 
of the Board of Trustees, First Baptis t 
Church, Paul. Idaho, at the completion of 

the renovation of the church building. 

Please keep all reports brief and 
send them promptly for publication 
in the "Bapt ist Herald." 

the church was planted. The W.M.S. 
have planted greenery and flowers in 
the large brick planter constructed at 
the front entrance. New pulpit furni
ture has been purchased. 

We are grateful for the Lord's con
tinual blessing and for t he opportunity 
to witness in this community. (Mrs. 
Fred M. P enner, Reporter.) 

WARREN, MICH., REDEEMER. In 
order t hat we might enjoy God's word 
and take advantage of his cool breezes, 
our church purchased a portable pulpit 
with a built-in speaker system . These 
services are well attended. We sang so 
that our songs of praise might be 
heard by our neighbors. 

Now we have a full staff again. Miss 
Janice Addleman, our church secre
tar y, was married in August and is 
now living in Texas. Our Christian 
Educa tion Director, Rev. Ray Niederer, 
accepted the call of Snowview Ba ptist 
Church, Parma, Ohio, to be their 
pas tor. We made t hese two vacancies 
a matter of prayer. God has added to 
our staff Miss Elayne Howard as our 
church secretary. Miss Howard is a 
graduate of Cedarville College, Cedar
ville, Ohio. Also, from our church fami
ly, t he Lord called Mr. Ed Willms to 
be our Minister of Visitation on a 
full-time basis. Mr. Willms, formerly 
an insurance agent and Sunday school 
superintendent, now sells the only 
kind of life insurance with God as the 
underwriter. Salvation ! (Doris Kintzer, 
Reporter.) 

HILDA, ALBERTA. On July 31 
members and friends gathered at t he 
ch urch to bid farewell to the Rev. 
Rudy Rapske family. Mr. Elmer An
derst was chairman. On behalf of the 
church h e presented the Rapskes with 
an electric frying pan. The president 
of the young people's group, Mr. Clif
ford Anderst , presented R ev. and Mrs. 
Rapske with an engraved silver tray. 
Lois Rapske also received a token of 
remembrance from her Sunday sch ool 
t eacher, Mrs. Esther Reichert. Rev. 
Gerhard Poschwatta of the Grace 
Baptist Church, Medicine H a t , spoke a 
few words. We wish them God's richest 
blessings in their new home. 

Now t hat we have no regular pastor, 
guest speakers have been asked to 
serve us. On August 7 Rev. Milbrandt 
spoke, and Rev. Maetche from Hillcr est 
Chris tian College spoke on August 14 
in the morning. (Mrs. Alvin Reiling, 
Reporter.) 

BUFFALO, N. Y., BETHEL. Ove1· 
160 members and friends of Bethel 
Baptist Chw·ch, Buffalo, N. Y., gath
ered on July 29 for a Farewell Get To
gether in honor of Pastor and Mrs. 

21 



Albert Fadenrecht a nd their son, 
Daryl. Deacon Raymond Kreh! presid
ed as master of ceremonies over a 
program of music and farewell mes
sages of appreciation by represen ta
tives of all departments and organiza
tions of Bethel. F arewell remarks were 
given their fellow pastor by Rev. 
J othan Benke of Temple Ba pt ist, Rev. 
Paul Galambos of Austin Street Bap
tist and by Rev. Frank Wuest, Bethel's 
missionary home from Singapore. A 
vocal solo was sung by Mrs. Benke. 
Rev. and Mrs. F adenrecht were pre
sented with a love gift after which re
freshments were served, and a t ime 
of fellowship was enjoyed by all. Rev. 
Fadenrecht, who has been pastor at 
Bethel since 1956, has accepted a call 
to Trinity Baptist Church, Warren, 
Mich. (Doris E . Scribner, Church 
Clerk.) 

BETHLEHEM, PA. The Calvary 
Baptist Church dedicated its new 
t hree-manual Rodgers organ to the 
full service of our Lord and Savior 
J esus Christ a nd to the praise of Al
mighty God on Sept. 18, 1966. The 
service of dedication was led by Rev. 
Harold Gieseke, pastor. The dedicatory 
recital was played by William White
head, director of music and organist of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Bethle
hem, Pa. 

Mr. Whitehead, a concert organist, 
was t he first organist to win t he 
annual Young Art is t 's Award of t he 
P hiladelphia Orchestra a nd appeared 
with Eugene Orma ndy. An associate 
of the American Guild of Organists, 
he is Dean of t he Lehigh Valley Chap
ter a nd a member of t he AGO Na
tional Council. He is on the organ 
faculty at Westminister Choir College, 
P rinceton, N. J. Mr. Whitehead's pro
gram included selections from Bach, 
Cesar Franck a nd contemporary works, 
ending with an Improvisation of Hymn
Tunes. 

The organ committee consisted of 
Mr. Edgar Lewis, Mr. Albert Lehman, 
Mrs. Edward Wamser, Mrs. Warren 
Rohr a nd Mrs. Wilson K rier. The m u
sic committee consisted of Miss J a net 
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Rev. Harold Gieseke, pastor, (I. to r.) Mr. 
William Whitehead, recitalist, and Mr. 
Edgar Le wis, chairman, organ committee, 
and church orga nist, on the occasion of 
the organ dedication, Calvary Baptist 

Church, Bethlehem, Pa. 

Leeb, Mrs. Warren Rohr and Mrs. 
Philip Beck. (David P. Gunkle, Report
er.) 

DRUMHELLER, ALTA. Ground 
breaking ceremonies for the new Park
dale Baptist Church, Drumheller, Alta ., 
were held on August. 7. Friends from 
the Baptist churches of East Olds, 
Trochu, Carbon, and Drumheller, Zion, 
joined with the local congregation for 
the service. Representatives of the 
churches and of the Central Alberta 
Baptist Extension Committee took part 
in the ground brea king. Due to rainy 
weather the service had to be held 
in the Elks Ha ll, present meeting place 
of the congregation. For the symbolic 
ground breaking, a t ub with dirt in it 
represented the lots in the new sub
division where the church will be 
built. 

Rev. E. L. Thiessen of the East Olds 
Ba ptist Church was the speaker for 
the service. Rev. Allan Gerber is the 
pastor. (Mrs. Harvey Ema nn, Report
er.) 

Participants in the ground breaking cere
monies of the Parkdale Baptist Church, 

Drumheller, Alta., on Aug 7. 

BISON, KAN. It was with much 
regret that the First Baptist Church 
accepted the resignation of Rev. Clem
ence Auch on August 28. 

A potluck dinner was served at noon 
followed by a fa rewell program. Dea
con Elmer Thielenhaus began the pro
gram by having h is son, R ev. John 
Thielenhaus, pastor of Calvary Ba ptist 
Church of Aberdeen, S. D., lead in 
opening prayer. A solo sung by Mrs. 
Arel Rodgers was dedicated to Rev. 
and Mrs. Auch. The Men's Quartet 
sang. A representative of each organi
zation of the church spoke words of 
appreciation and best wishes. 

An invi tation was extended to the 
chw·ches of Hoisington, Ellinwood, 
Lorraine and Stafford. The pastors of 
t hese churches were with us and spoke 
briefly. Rev. and Mrs. Auch expressed 
t heir appreciation and remembrances 
to the church. 

A monetary love gift was presented 
to the Auchs. A closing prayer by Rev. 
Auch, and a time of fellowship and re
freshments followed. 

As a church we truly h ave been 
blessed by the fine leadership and 
guida nce of Rev. and Mrs. Auch and 
family. We pra ise and thank God for 
their ministry here and pray that God 

will grant them much joy as t hey 
continue to serve the Lord in Canada. 
(Mrs. K enneth Hanhardt, Reporter.) 

THE PRE-El\UNENCE OF THE 
BIBLE IN ClilllSTIAN LIVING 

(British Colwnbia Association) 

The British Columbia Association of 
the North American Baptist General 
Conference me t in Prince George, B . 
C., in the new Fort George Baptist 
Church from September 2-4. The 
theme was "The Pre-eminence of the 
Bible in Christian Living." 

Dr. R. E. Powell, professor, North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls, gave three very informative lec
tures on the t hem e : "The Bible Pre
eminent in Revelation," "The Bible 
Pre-eminent in Authority," and "The 
Bible Pre-eminent in Power." The 
Young People on Saturday evening, 
and t he men also, had the privilege 
of hearing Dr. Powell at t heir re
spective meetings. Dr. Powell's lec
tures were appreciated by all who at
t ended. 

Rev. and Mrs. K. Goodman were the 
missionary representatives. Mrs. Good
man spoke to t he ladies, and Rev. 
Goodman spoke to the Association 
on Saturday afternoon. On Sunday 
evening a missionary rally was held. 
The report of the Cameroon mission 
field was eye-opening, informa tive, a nd 
interesting. The Association was chal
lenged to pray more earnestly fervent
ly, and intelligently. At the ' close of 
this meeting a call to complete sur
r ender and dedication to the Lord 
was given, a nd many people, including 
pas tors, r esponded to it. 

Rev. J . Sonnenberg, our dis trict sec
retary, was a lso present and stimu
lated the meeting wit h a r eport and a 
challenge. Rev. P. Goetze spoke a t the 
Sunday morning service in the Bethel 
Baptist Church. 

The Sunday a fternoon service was 
held in conjunction with the 50 year 
celebration of the Bethel Baptis t 
Church. Rev. P. Daum was the guest 
speaker. The Bethel Baptist Church is 
the oldest N. A. B. church in British 
Columbia. 

The officers elected for 1966-67 are : 
Rev. E. S trauss, moderator; Rev. G. 
Geba uer , vice-moderator; R ev. E. 
Hees, secretary; Rev. W. Ertis vice
secretary; Mr. H. Golia th, tre~surer; 
Rev. ~· Wollenberg, children's repre
sentative on t he C. E. committee · Rev. 
E._ R ogalski, on the nominating' com
mittee for the P acific Conference. 

Under the able leadership of Rev. 
~· si:r~uss the meeti~gs were held in 

S?1~1t of coopera tion and genuine 
Chr1s t1an love and concern. (Rev. E. 
Hees, Reporter.) 

KELOWNA, B. C. TRINITY. Open 
House was held a t the recently pur
chased parsonage Sunday afternoon 
on Sept. 25. Many members a nd friends 
of t he church were shown the 
new home by Rev. and Mrs. John 
Wollenberg. The ladies of the church 
serv~d ~ delicious lunch to the guests. 
(Chnstma Hufnagel, Reporter.) 
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evanq€l1st1c s€Iiv1ces & Bdptisms 
DURHA.l"\:l, KAJ.'\'. The above pictured 

were baptized by Rev. Henry Lang 
of First Baptist Church, Durham, 
Kansas.; {front row) Janet H erbel, 
Karen Mohn, Gera ld Ollenburger and 
Lany Lang. The baptismal service was 
held at Dickinson County Baptist 
Church, J uly 17. In t he back row are 
Mr. and Mrs. F red Chance and Rev. 
H enry Lang. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Chance were re
ceived into the m embership of the 
church by letter from First Baptist 
Church, Carlton, Kans·., and the four 
young people were received on the 
same Sunday morning, July 24. (Mrs. 
Glen Klinkerma n, Reporter.) 

Durham, Kansas, recently baptized 
persons. 

OCHRE RIVER, !\IAN. On Sept. 4 
the members a nd friends of the Ochre 
River Baptist Church joined with the 
congrega tion of the First Bapt ist 
Church in Dauphin for a baptismal 
service. Our pastor, Rev. A. Sootzman, 
baptized five young people a nd ex
tended to them the ha nd of fellowship 
at the communion service which fol
lowed. R ev. James Talbot, pastor of the 
Baptist church in Dauphin, gave an 
inspiring message. Special music for 
the occasion was rendered by the choir 
of the Ochre River Bapt ist Church. 

On the two Sundays in September 
when our pastor was away on holidays, 
we were once again privileged to have 
Mr. R oy F ordyce of Ochre River speak 
to us. We are deeply grateful to the 
F ordyce fa mily for helping out in our 
services. (Frieda Boerchers, Reporter.) 

SIDNEY, l\IONT. On September 18 
t he F irst Baptist Church, Sidney, had 
t he privilege of witnessing a ba ptismal 
service. Upon confession of t heir faith, 
three persons were Jed into t he bap
tismal waters by Rev. Wm. Effa . They 
were Wm. Kraft, Stanley Backhaus 
a nd Roger Effa. They were given the 
ha nd of fellowship by the pas tor along 
with Mrs. Matilda Witty, who was re
ceived into the church on her confes
s ion of faith. We are grateful for the 
many blessings which were ours that 
day. (Mrs. Pauline Strobel, Reporter.) 
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VANCOUVER, B . C., EBENEZER. 
On Sept. 18 it was our joy at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church to witness the baptism 
of two adults, Mrs. Ben Edel a nd Mrs. 
Bruno Hennig, by our pastor, Rev. Paul 
Siewert. 

On Oct. 2 t he hand of fellowship 
was extended to these ladies, at which 
time their husbands and two other 
adults also joined our fellowship. On 
an earlier occasion the church wel
comed 15 new members. 

Rev. and Mrs. Edwin Kern, our mis
sionaries to Japa n, have recently 
moved to Vancouver, where they will 
be living during the winter months 
while Rev. Kern attends the University 
of British Columbia. It is a rea l joy 
to fellowship with these missiona ries. 
(Sylvia Schmuland, Reporter.) 

ONOWAY, ALBERTA. The Onoway 
Baptis t Church held its annual Vaca
tion Bible School from August 8 to 
12 in t he mornings. Sixty children were 
in a ttendance with an average enroll
ment of 50, and a staff of 10 teachers. 
"Travel With J esus Through Bible 
Times" was the theme, and the week's 
activit ies included memory work, Bi
ble study, missionary stories and hand
crafts. The children contributed $38.88 
toward the support of a leper boy in 
Africa. The closing program which 
was a ttended by students, teachers a nd 
parents summa rized the week's activi
ties in word and song. (Mrs. Lilli Al
bert, Reporter.) 

IIBLO\.VNA, B . C., TRINITY. Our 
first Vacation Bible School was held 
Aug. 22 to 26 under t he direction of 
our pastor, Rev. John Wollenberg, 
Twenty-four teachers and helpers 
taught the 99 pupils. The children's 
Mission Offering during the week 
amounted to $28.28. We used the five
day Gospel L ight course. A fine pro
gram held Friday evening, Aug. 26, 
was well attended, and displays and 
handwork were viewed after the pro
gram. (Christina Hufnagel, Reporter. ) 

Three Scripture memory grand award 
winners at the Trinity Baptist Church, 
Kelowna, B.C., are (I. to r.) Shirley Hem
m erling, David Badke, and Colleen 

Bredin. 

GOODRICH, N. D. The First Bap
tist Church of Goodrich, N. D., h as 
been faithfully carrying on with the 
Scripture memory program under the 
direction of Mrs. Walter Schmidt. On 
July 31 during the morning worship 
service, Gladys Gienger, Genadean 
Schneider, and Debbie E hman, were 
awarded the Head of Christ picture 
in recognition of their completion of 
the Scripture memory course. The 
graduates r ecited Scripture and also 
brought a message in song. (Mrs. Al
bert Schmidt, R eporter.) 

Three youth who recently completed the 
Scripture memory course at the First Bap
tist Church. Goodrich, N. D., and the pas-

tor. Rev. Jacob Ehman. 

H:ELOWNA, B. C., TRINITY. Look
ing back at the past year we thank the 
Lord for a blessed year of studying 
his Word. A successful Scripture 
memorization program was carried on 
with our sponsor being Mrs. Edith 
Hoffman. Pins and awards were pre
sented at our Children's Day program 
in J une. Forty-one students ware 
awarded pins; 29 completed extra hon
ors, and our three grand award win
ners were Shirley Hemmerling, David 
Badke and Colleen Bredin. 

Our new Sunday school year was 
started Sept. 26 with a Potluck Supper 
for teachers and officers. The meeting 
was chaired by ow· superintendent, l\ilr. 
Bert Badke. Rev. John Wollenberg gave 
a challenging talk a fter which each 
department met to plan for t he new 
term. 

Sunday, Oct. 2, was installation and 
dedication of officers and teachers fol
lowed by promotion of studen ts. 

We are looking to God for even 
grea ter blessings dur ing the new year. 
(Christina Hufnagel, Reporter.) 

VANCOUVER, B. C., EBENEZER. 
"Bible Adventures" was t he t heme of 
t he Vacation Bible School held for one 
week in evening sessions a t Ebenezer 
Baptist Church. 

The school was under t he direction 
of our pastor, Rev. P a ul Siewert. Les
sons were taught by a w illing s taff 
of teachers from our church. 

We had an enrollment of 147 with a n 
average attendance of 140. It was very 
cha llenging to observe t he enthusiasm 
with which the children studied and 
worked on their handwork. P a rents 
brought the ir children and then at
te nded a class for adults taught by 
Rev. Siewert. 

An offering was received each day 
which was given towards the support 
of a leper child in our Cameroons; 
this amounted to $80.00. 

On t he following Sunday morning 
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during the Sunday school hour a pro
gram was given with each department 
participating. There was also a display 
of handcraft. (Sylvia Schmuland, Re
porter.) 

WINNIPEG, MAN., GRANT PARK. 
The Lord opened a new door and en
abled us to hold one week of V.B.S. 
in the Fort Osborne Army Barracks. 
This was a wonderful opportunity in 
that i t provided a building for the 
School and also served as an outreach 
into a different community. Ninety
four students at tended the evening 
sessions. More than one half of these 
children did not attend any church at 
all. The V.B.S. was under t he leader
ship of Mr. Bill Rentz as director with 
a staff of 21 teachers and helpers The 
closing exercises were held on July 
24 with many parents and friends in 
attendance. 

The new addition to our Christian 
Education Unit was completed in No
vember. Dedication Sunday was Nov. 
6. Mr. Lempke, missionary appointee 
to Cameroon, acted as our <:onstruction 
foreman for this program. We have 
enjoyed working with him and appre
ciated his in terest in t he project. 

A high degree of interest has been 
shown in t he possibility of a new 
church extension project in a western 
suburb of Winnipeg. At present there 
is a nucleus of from 10-15 families 
living in that area. The project r e
ceived a pproval in principle, and land 
is being purchased. It is hoped to be
gin the work next Spring. We are 
waiting upon the Lord for guidance in 
this direction. (Mrs. Bemieta Nike!, 
Reporter.) 

CBY {youth.J 
f€llowsh.1p 

MILWAUKEE, WIS., BETHANY. 
The past P resident of the Bethany 
Baptist Church Young People's Group 
of Milwaukee, Miss Lynne Dudek, was 
chosen to be one of the members of 
God's Volunteers for this year. She 
will be travelling all over the United 
States and Canada to be a witness for 
God in song, word, and deed. We 
pray God will give her the guidance 
she needs to be his witness to all peo
ple. (Barbara Meier, Reporter.) 

Pneumatikos or P sychikos? 
(Continued from page 18) 

tively promotes church activities which 
have as their purpose t he edification 
of the congregation and opposes those 
which have no other aim t han the en
tertainment of the audience. 

The apostle Paul does not advocate 
a kind of Christian Stoicism, emptied 
of its emotional content. He does ad
monish us, however, to "prove a ll 
things" and "hold fast that which is 
good" <I Thess. 5 :21). Not al l re
sponses made by pastors are spiritua lly 
motivated. 
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ann1veRSdRlts ~ Qecept1ons 
PAUL, IDAHO. Mr. a nd Mrs. George 

L. Dean, Rupert, Idaho, observed their 
60th wedding anniversary \.vith Open 
House at the home of t heir son, Roger, 
on August 27, 1966. The Dean's were 
married at Ann Arbor, Michigan., Sep
tember 20, 1906. F or t heir wedding 
trip they traveled West a nd home
steaded at Greenleaf, Idaho (Boise Val
ley) and in 1951 moved to Rupert and 
farmed there until five years ago when 
retiring. They faith fully attended the 
First Baptist Church of Paul, where 
their da ughter and husband are active 
members. They enjoyed cards and let
ters and a telegram from Pastor Pen
ner on vacation. 

Approximately 125 guests were pres
ent. Serving the cake was Mrs. Wilmon 
Dawson. Mrs. Can·oll Dea n and Mrs. 
Merrill Dean poured, and at the guest 
book was Mrs. R. J. Beach. The occa
sion was hosted by their children : 
Mrs. Wilmon Dawson (Lois), and three 
sons, Carroll, Roger, and Merrill. One 
daugh ter died in infancy. They have 
11 gr andchildren and 16 great-grand
children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dean's prime concern is 
promoting missions. They are both 84, 
active and enjoying good health. (Mrs. 
Fred M. Penner, Reporter.) 

MR. AND MRS. GEORGE L. DEAN 
OBSERVE 60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

... w0111an·s m1ss1onauy~ 
SOCl6tl€S 

ELLINW OOD, KAN. A good repre
sentation of the Ladies' Missionary 
Society of the First Baptist Church, 
Ellinwood, met at the home of Mrs. 
Kenneth Scheufler, Sept. 30, for a cot
tage prayer meeting. 

Rev. E lmer Strauss, a former pastor 
of the church and presently a mission
ary teacher in Cameroon, Africa, was 
the honored guest. 

An informal question and answer 
session proved to be very informative. 
As a result, the women present present
ed Rev. Strauss with a spontaneous do
nation in the amount of over $100.00, 
which will be more than sufficient for 
the support of a native student attend
ing t he teacher training school for one 
year. (Mrs. Kenneth De Werff, Re
porter.) 

NORRIDGE, ILL. For a year a nd a 
half t he congregation of t he First Bap
t ist Church of Non-idge was without a 
pastor, but we never got discouraged. 
Under the able a nd devoted leadership 
of Dr. Paul Loth, we not only grew 
in grace and knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ but in numbers as well. 
Church members and friends gathered 
together for a Potluck Supper and 
Fellowship Program on July 27, 1966, 
to honor Dr. Paul Loth, as he brought 
his ministry with us to a close. 

We lost a trusted friend but gained 
a nother in the personage of Rev. Nor
man Miller . Rev. Miller a nd his fami
ly assumed their new work the fi rs t 
week of August. Our waiting period 
was well worth it! This sentiment was 
expressed at the reception held for 
Rev. and Mrs. Miller and family on 
Sept. 11. Before a large gathering Dr. 
Frank Woyke brought the Words of 
Welcome, a nd with Dr. Paul Loth's 
Words of Dedication, Rev. Norman 
Miller and family received the official 
hand of fellowship into our church. 

Twenty-six adults have enrolled in 
a new Fall E.T.T.A. program to study 
t he Old Testament under t he direction 
of our new pastor. (Miss Ruth J. Hess, 
Reporter.) 

l\IILWAUKEE, W I S ., BETHANY. 
Mr. a nd Mrs. Dan iel Siefert, Milwau
kee, recently celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary on June 25, 1966, 
with a supper for the immediate fami
ly in the Fellowship Ha ll at Bethany 
Baptist Church. The guests came from 
near and far, some from California. 

On June 26, 1966, t he church cele
brated this happy occasion by serving 
refreshments in the Fellowship Hall 
a fter our Sunday evening service. 

At th is t ime t he church presented 
Mr. a nd Mrs. Siefert with gold candle 
holders a nd with a gold centerpiece to 
match. (Barbara Meier, Reporter.) 

MR. AND MRS. DANIEL SIEFERT 
CELEBRATE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 

(Conthmed on page 25) 

BAPTIST HERALD 

t 

PASTOR S ' WIVES' CONFERENCE 
Sioux Falls, S. D., August 10-14, 1966 

THE FINER ARTS IN THE 
PARSONAGE 

as prescntccl by l\lrs. Jothan B enlrn 
reported by 1\1r~. Arthur Brust 

Al though lhe topic of finer arts in 
the parsonage may not be particularly 
in the heavenly realm or a major con
cern of pastors' \vives, Mrs. Jothan 
Benke very capably and interestingly 
gave helpful suggestions for developing 
in our lives a third, fourth, or fifth 
dimension. Many times we become in
volved in t he expected responsibilities 
of the pastor's wife, but at the same 
time we need a d iversion from the 
usual. Music and art are not only a 
diversion but can be meaningful, as 
they draw us closer to God. 

Webster defines appreciation as 
having a sufficient understanding of 
a particular thing so we can admire 
a nd enjoy it. How can we acquire an 
a ppreciation for the finer arts if we 
are not exposed to it? We must want 
to be a nd t hen m ake an effort. When 
we become interested, we can acquire 
knowledge of the subject by reading 
about it. For example in music, in 
knowing the author's background and 
his reasons for composing the music 
or words, one can appreciate the com
position more readily. It is even helpful 
to listen to music with eyes closed for 
we are often drawn closer to God 
through a beautiful composition. 

The concert series, offered in some 
areas, are wonderful. Some families 
may find these more t han their family 
can afford. If this is the case, Mrs. 
Benke suggested being watchful for 
free concerts t hat are often as excel
ient as fue concert series. 

Another means of developing music 
appreciation is by gradually building a 
record library in the home. Good rec
ords can be helpful in creating musical 
interests in our entire family and can 
also be a source of many enjoyable 
hours of listening while we work or 
relax. 

Appreciation in the area of art in
cludin g paintings, design, and so forth 
may be less interesting for many. In 
spite of our views, Mrs. Benke sug
gested taking time out to visit displays, 
museums, and exhibits. I nclude the 
art that we may consider "way out." 
We may learn something from it. 

If we bring paintings into our home 
we should buy that which is meaning
ful to us personally. Many paintings 
bring a feeling of warmth and love 

ANNIVERSARIES 
(Continued from page £4) 

l\IILWAUJIBE, \ VIS., BETHANY. 
On Sept. 11, 1966, Mr. and Mrs. John
son of Milwaukee celebrated their 64th 
Wedding Anniversary at Betha ny Bap
tist Church. After the evening service, 
everyone was invited to have a time 
of fellowship a nd refreshments with 
Mr. and Mrs. J ohnson in our Fellow
ship Hall. (Barbara Meier, Reporter.) 
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into a home. They may be an opening 
for many a conversation with friends 
who are entertained in our home. 

An appreciation for the finer arts 
by the pastor's wife can help to en
r ich the family experiences and give 
added dimension to it, and the fountain 
will flow to the people of the church 
as well. 

INVOLVEMENT OF THE PASTOR'S 
WIFE IN THE URBAN COMl\roNITY 

with Mrs. E. A. Hoffm.an, Chairlady, 
repor t ed by Mrs. H enry Ramus 

Involvement means to be highly or 
excessively interested in something. 
The urban community affords many 
worthwhile opportunities and choices 
for the pastor's wife. The pastor's 
wife's first place of commitment and 
opportunity is her home and church. 
However, in being overly involved in 
only t hese areas she may become a 
"cloistered Christian." So for her own 
personal enrichment, as well as t~at 
of her family, several outlets outside 
the home and church are stimulating 
and often become channels of Christian 
witness. 

One such group is the local P.T.A. 
Then there are hospital and school 
boards, settlement centers, senior 
citizens homes, and a host of others. 
Each women must determine her time 
and talents in selecting from the 
growing list of possible involvements. 

The pastor's wife aJso needs times 
of "just taking-in"; . t~es where she 
is not an active part1c1pant but where 
her life-example and conduct will be 
her involvement. Always of prime con
sideration as to just how much the 
pastor 's wife shou.ld be inv:olved, is ~~ 
question, "What 1s most IIUIJ?I tant . 
But whether the involvement 1s an ac
tive or passive participation, 1t should 
be one of Christ-like example, stand
ards, and attitudes. 

THE RURAL PASTOR'S WIFE'S 
INVOLVEMENT in the com

munity and in lnterchurch 
relationships 

r epor tecl by ~[rs. John Hisel 

I T w AS TO BE ~asic.all,Y un
derstood that the pastors w1fe s r~ 
sponsibility is to her husband a nd chil
dren, neh-t to her church, ai:d then to 
her community. Mrs. Orville Meth, 
chairlady, and Mrs. Lyle Wacker, a.s
sistant chairlady, stressed thr~ugh il
lustrations that if one is to find. her 
role enjoyable, she must be a fnend 
and neighbor. Ou1· homes must rea~h 
beyond ourselves to others . . . to rrus-
sions at home and abroad. . . 

Today people need friends w.1th 
listening ears and understanding 
hearts. How involved should we ~s 
rural pastors' wives becom7? This 
would depend upon our tim7, . our 
talents and our interests. Individual 
differe~ces in personality would and 
should enter in. 

Some find it expedient and helpful 
to engage in school activities and proj
ects. Others can both be of service 
and gain personally from other com
munity clubs. 

It is necessary and rewarding for 
pastors' wives to work together on 
union services, annual programs, and 
ministerial meetings. Also to offset 
loneliness oftentimes one can make 
friends with a pastor's wife of another 
faith or another NAB church. The 
importance of being oneself was ad
vocated. God uses us in spite of our
selves. 

We must never bring our church 
problems to the community. Some of 
the activities we might be involved in 
included t he following: greeting others, 
attending school functions and games, 
a healthy interest in the community 
centering around the chw·ch, and 
teaching of a Sunday school class. 
Characteristics of our leadership 
should include: a sense of humor, be
ing able to accept criticism, and offer
ing guidance where it is wanted and 
needed. 

In summary, we sho;~ld be an exam
ple, friend, guide, influence a nd wit
ness, with the extent of our involve
ment depending upon o;,ir time, talents, 
and interests. 

The workshop for the General Work
ers' wives was led by Mrs. F rank 
Veninga. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from, page 20) 

ger. He had the power, why not use it? 
It is not easy to resist temptation when 
you have all the power of God at 
your command a nd at the same time 
be aware of all the weaknesses of hu
manity. 

B. The temptation of compromise. 
Jes us came to win the kingdoms 

of this world but not on Satan's con
ditions. He could have evaded the cross 
and shared in the glory nevertheless. 
With the power at his command, he 
could have led a successful revolution 
to win the world by force. But this 
was not the way to win the kingdom 
of the heart and soul. 

C. The temptation to be sensational. 
All of us have this temptation in 

one form or another, because it gives 
us a certain satisfaction to show off 
or to display our talents and powers. 
Something spectacular attracts people 
immediately. But what may be spec
tacular today may be ordinary tomor
row. The devil tried doubt and the 
misuse of Script ure. Jesus overcame 
temptation by faith and the right use 
of Scripture. 

Questions for Discussion 
1. What does baptism mean to you: 

a requirement for church membership 
or an obedient relationship with 
Christ? 

2. How is it possible to use or mis
use Scripture? D iscuss some examples. 

3 .. In what way arc temptations dif
ferent today than they were in Jesus' 
day? 
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Book REVIEWS 

By Rev. B. C. Schreiber, Promotional Assistant 

THE PLIGHT OF l\IAN AND THE 
POWER OF GOD by D. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones. Eerdmans - 1966 - 94 
pages-$2.50. 

At firs t glance one might receive 
the impression that the contents of 
the book is unbalanced. After discus
sing the religious history of mankind, 
his morality, sin and wrath of God, 
one is surprised that the author de
votes only one short chapter to the 
solution. However, not everything that 
is said in the preceding chapters is in 
a negative vein, as for example when 
Mr. Lloyd-Jones says, "Religion a nd 
spiritual revival have always Jed to a 
moral and intellectua l awakening and 
a des ire to produce a better society." 
Such sentences lead one to the con
clusion tha t everything associated with 
the word "solution" is found in th e 
final chapter. 

THE SPIRIT OF A SOUND MIND 
by J ohn R. Cobb. Zondervan-1966-
- 128 pages-$2.95. 
One of the da ngers in the ministry 

today is tha t so many pastors want to 
be clinical psychologists or psychia
tris ts. The degr ee of emotiona l distur
bance is so varied that it is difficul t to 
know whether a person ca n find t he 
solution to his problem in the reading 
of books or in the counse l of ministers. 

However, in our present era of in
dustria l, educational a nd political 
competition, even the so-called norma l 
person develops feelings of tension, 
anxiety a nd insecuri ty . These may be 
t hose who can perhaps be helped more 
easily tha n other s. A book such as this 
can point to t he dangers of crowding 
God out of a busy schedule. The man in 
" the grey flannel suit" mus t be alerted 
to t he fact tha t he has put aside the 
"role of r ighteousness" and the "fruit 
of t he Spirit." 

The vol ume can be used as a s tudy 
book or devotional. True t o life ex
periences are used as illustrative ma
terial a nd t he prayer at t he close of 
each chapter is both meaningfu l a nd 
worshipful. 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND OUR OLD 
TESTAMENT CONTEMPORARIES 
by J ames Kelso. Zondervan- 1966-
192 pages- $4.95. 

Because basic human nature h as 
cha nged so slowly it is perha ps easy 
a nd convenient to compare Old Testa
ment characters with con temporary 
men who are in posit ions s imilar t o 
those thousands of years ago. Begin-
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ning with Abraha m the reader is led 
through a labyr inthian historical, 
archaeological journey which ends with 
the Essenes of the intertestamental 
period. Since Dr. Kelso was one of the 
first archaeologists on the Qumran 
scene, he can speak with some a uthori
ty. 

The various and numerous photo
graphs ar e interesting and informative 
a nd a dd a clearer visua l aid to the 
printed material. 

S AVED TO SERVE by Roy Wilbur 
H owell. Baker- 1965-$1.95. 

This is a cla rion ca ll to eve ry be
liever to fulfill his or her commission 
to joyfully serve the Lord following 
salvation. Each of the 10 chapters is 
subdivided into descriptive portions and 
then concludes with suggestions and 
questions for discussion. 

The author cites ma ny examples 
from Biblical his tory to the present 
day to drive home his premise that 
God is desirous of the individual be 
liever's whole being, and the joy which 
results from such da ily commitment. 

Individually or collectively as a 
group s tudy the book will be useful. 
(Reviewed by Mrs. John Grygo.) 

CALVIN'S NEW TESTAMENT COM-
i\fENTARIES, GALATIANS, EPHE
SIANS, PHILIPPIANS AND CO
LOSSIANS, translated by T. H . L. 
P arker. Eerdmans-1966-369 pages 
- $6.00. 

CALVIN'S NEW TESTAMENT COM
MENTARIES, A CTS, VOL. ll., trans

lated by John W. Fraser. Eerd
ma ns-1966- 329 pages-$6.00. 

Grea t theologians and great refor-
mers do not easily fade away like old 
soldiers. Their thoughts and their con
victions rema in with us, a nd they are 
referred to repeatedly for information 
inspira tion a nd courage. ' 

J ohn Calvin had a g reater measure 
of the Holy Spirit, a greater degree 
of in telligence and courage, and what 
he said and did hundreds of years ago 
is s till eviden t today. 

His keen insight into every a rea and 
thou~ht in Scripture is often amazing. 
~o.thmg seems to esca pe h is spiritual 
v1s10n and unders tanding. 

COURAGE TO CON QUER., edited by 
LeRoy King . R evell - 1966 - 127 
pages-$2.95. 

Why it should be so extraordinary to 
discover that some people in govern
men t, science, business and in a thletics 
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should be Christia ns is no t a lways 
easy to understand, but we a re happy 
to know they are there. A number of 
books have alrea dy been written about 
Christian athletes, but t heir witnessing 
should not be judged because they are 
outs tanding athletes but because they 
are Christians. Not all of them in this 
volume are equally well-known but 
tha t should n ot detract from the genu
ineness of t heir tes timony. 

WHEN MARCIA GOES TO CHURCH 
by Doris Monroe. Broadman Press 
-1966-48 pages-$1.35. 

Beautifully written and illustrated. 
The church school teacher will appreci
ate t his description of the meaning 
of the church service as related to a n 
eight year old girl. The g lossary in t he 
back of the book, as well a s m a ny 
questions, make clear to the young 
child the various funct ions a nd order 
of service in the church. 

THE LIGHT OF THE NATIONS by J. 
Edwin Orr. Eerdmans-1965-302 
pages-$5.00. 
Beginning wi th Lord H erbert, the 

father of deism in the sixteenth cen
t ury, Dr. Orr follows the religious 
t hought through the skept icism of Dav
id Hume, t he rationalism of T homas 
P a ine, to the gentle and more sophisti
cated deism of Thomas Jefferson a nd 
some of our founding fathers, to the 
ris ing tide of evangelism in America 
a nd Europe. 

This is all incorpora ted by way of 
introduction, for the main theme of 
the volume is based on eva ngelical re
newal and a dvance in the nineteenth 
cent ury. All the familiar , as well as 
some unfamiliar , evangelical m ove
ments, patterns a nd interpretations 
are given cons ideration. Renewa l and 
reactions are continually in t he process 
wit h a lways some progress remaining, 
alt hough t he a lterna tives of good a nd 
evil are ever present. 

This is t he sixth volume of a series 
edited by F . F. Bruce, relating a nd 
interpreting the a dvance of Chr is tianity 
through the cen t ur ies. The twentieth 
century wi ll be given comprehensive 
treatment somet ime in t he future. 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
( Continued from pctge 17) 

Chadderdon, Rev. Calvin R., 9 W. 4th 
St., T ren ton, TI!. 62293. 

Roberts, Rev. Wes, c/ o Harbor Trinity 
Baptist Church, 1230 Ba ker St., 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 92626. 

Hoffman, Rev. R ober t R., Box 125, 
Springside, Sask., Canada. 

Kiemele, Rev. LeRoy, 20112 S. E. 
152nd St., Renton, Wash. 98056 

Po~ts, Dr. E dwin, Grosse P ointe Bap
tist Church, 1805 East E igh t Mile 
Rd., Grosse P ointe Woods Mich 
48236. ' . 

Ta hran, Rev. E lmo, 3600 Telegraph 
Rd., Bloomfield HlJls . Mich. 4g013. 

Yahn, Rev. Raymond P ., 1271 Gorman 
Ave., West St. P aul, Minn. 55118. 

BAPTIST HE RALD 

(Obituaries are to be limi ted to about 
150 words. A charge of ten cents a line 

Is m ade for all obi tuaries.) 

!IIR. FRITZ DOYE 
of Waco. Texas 

Mr. F r itz Doye was born Oct. 10. 1876. 
and passed away on Sept. 29. 1966. H e was 
baptized by P astor Marlin P alm In April. 
1891, In Eberswalde. Germ arn·. and mar
r ied Mi nna Maeder on June· 29 1902 In 
SchmaJka lden. Germa ny. · · 

Mr. Dove came to the United States In 
!"ov. oC 1912. livi ng In T u lia a nd Plainview 
in the Panhandl e or T exas where his wlce·s 
cousins a nd s ister r esided. Mr. Doye then 
moved lo Waco in 1913 where he united 
wi th the Deutsche Bapllsten Gemelnde (now 
the Central Baptist Chu rch). 

Having learned Inter ior d ecorating as an 
~ppren llce _In Germa ny. ll'lr. Doye became a 
'ery prominent pai n ting contractor; he was 
h igh ly respected In the business comm unltv 
oc Waco fo r h is In tegr ity · 

ln lls early years when the chu rch was 
s, mall. Mr . Doye was especially appreciated 
or his generous gl ets to t he ch u rch . H e 

C
whas greatly loved In his chu rch for his 

r lstian principles a nd deeds: children. es
pecially, were att racted to h im as he was 
attracted lo child re n. · 

For a num ber o f years Mr. Doye served 
as choir director o f t he church and also In 
the capacity o C trus tee · he was an honorarv 
d eacon at the tim e or h·is death. · 

He a nd h is w ife reared fi ve roster chi l
dre n. the children oc his w ire·s sister : he 
Insti lled In t hem h is own love for the things 
or the Lord. 

Survivors are Mrs. Amelia Price oC \Vaco 
Mrs. E lizabeth Brockha us. or San Antonio: 
Wiss Margaret K ltllltz or Waco. and Mr. 
t/ed Doye. or '..Vaco. rour: grandchildren and 

vo g reat-grandch i ldr en. 
Centra l Baptist Church 
Waco. T exa s 

K ENNETH H OWE. Pastor 

l\IR. ERWl N !IIA NKE 
of Clc"cland, Ohio 

Mr . Manke. was born on March 25. 1931. In 
Pola nd. D u ri ng the R ussia n occupation he 
fled lo th e West a s a 14 year old boy. How
ever. he was captured a nd put in to a prison 
u"lmp whe re h e ha d lo su ffer a great deal. 

e managt>d to escape again a nd (lnal l\· 
arrived In the Western Zone where a ne,\· 
ll red began for h im. T here he attended school 
a n t hen learned the steel constr uction 
tr95ade. He a lso was saved a nd baptized. In 
1 1 he _I mmigrated lo the Un ited States anrl 
sthe ttled in Clevela nd. Ohio. T h er e he joined 

e E rin Ave. B a ptist Ch u rch a nd was a 
f.~ l th1 fu l and use ful member u ntil his death . 

e rnd also founded h Is own s teel e rection §0 m pany Wh ich was q ui te success fu l. On 
ept. 14. 1966. he very suddenly met his 

~~al\ w hen a steel structure on which he 
killed '1S work ing collapsed . and Instantly 
sclousn m t. H e never regained his con-

ess o feel pain. 
His t ragic passing Is bemourned by h is 

ga ren ts. Au gust and Natalia Manke three 
1 rogiers. a nd one s ister n il of which· reside 
~ e rma nr,: one brother In Cana da : a nd 
sc~rfer;gutshns. other r e la tives. and fr iends c '.Oughout t he Uni ted States. T he 
a~n~~al ~erv1ce took place on Sept. 17, 1966. 
1 Id e rl n . Ave. Baptis t Ch urch. He was 
aE 1to his f inal f est In Kitch ene r . On t. 

Ci
r n Ave. Baptist Church 
evela ncJ. Oh io 

E DWARD J . P RITZKAU. Pastor 

MR. CHRISTOF NETZER 
of Alfred, North Dnkotn 

th Ch{lstor Netzer was born Dec. 18. 1879. to 
sa~ ate Michael a nd Lenora Netzer In Bes
h is aLobla.d So

0 
uth Russia. He went to be with 

r c t . 8. 1966. 
wh1!~ g~ew to m a nhood in his native land 
1903 e e also married Lydia Netzer In 
In i9JJiey lived on a farm for three years. 
wh . t hey came to t he United Slates 
191§1 ell th ey homesteaded near Gackle. In 
Wh iey moved to a farm near Alfred 

ere they lived until 1940 when they re-

D<'ct>mber 15, 1966 

tired In Alfred. I n 1958 Mrs. Netzer passed 
away. On April 24. 1959. he and Mrs. Anna 
Z ieman were ma r ried In Alfred where they 
made their home. 

He was an active m em ber In h is church 
serving as Su nday school teacher fo r many 
years and was prepared to teach the next 
day but was taken f rom th is li fe. He was 
~h~~g~.ter member of the Alfred Baptist 

Surviving are h is w i re. six children : 
Bertha (Mrs. Carl WolCO . L odi. Calif.. Mil
d red (Mr s. Mildred Hollingsworth) . Seattle. 
Wash . . Esther (Mrs. Bill Smith ) . Bremer
ton. Wash.. Alber t Netzer o r Alfred . Emil 
Neizer. Jamestown. N. D .. E manuel Netzer. 
Edgeley. N. D. . sixteen g randch ildren. 
twenty-three g reat-grandchildre n. one step
sister. Mrs. Mathilda Gebhar dt. Waiblingen. 
Germany. one stepbrother. Gotllleb Pelz. 
Milwaukee. Wis. . five stepchildr en and a 
host or other friends a nd relatives. 

He was preceded In death by his parents. 
h is Cirst wife. one son and two da ughters In 
infancy. one broth er . and one sister. 

Grace Bantlst Church 
Gackle. North Dakota 

R. C. ST ADING. Pastor 

MR. HARRISON P ETTIT 
of Hutchinson, J\I inncsota 

Harrison Pettit was born Aug. 11. 1881. 
in Clarissa. Minn.. to Mr. a nd M rs. C. A. 
Pettit. Most or his youth was spen t In 
Clar issa. Later he moved to Smith L ake. 
than to Howard L ake and to Kimball. 
Minn . . a nd in 1935 to Hutch inson . Minn .. 
where he remained until his death. 

From 1891-1903 he attended the Faribault 
School for lhe Dear In Minn. I n 1906 he 
married Kate Kennedy Pettit. who passed 
away In 1935. That same year he married 
Hu lda Fratzke or Hutchinson. I n his youth 
Harry worked in a dray and did farm work 
un ti l 1935. T hen he moved to H utchi nson 
where he did cement and ca r pen ter work 
a nd odd jobs . He retired In 1946. but con
ti nued lo do odd jobs unti l last year. He 
was a verv active person. 

He accepted Jesus Chr ist as his Savior in 
his youth. In 1903 he was baptized and after 
that became a member or t he Ch urch of 
God Smith Lake. Minn. In 1935 he became 
a member of the then Northside Baptist 
Church now called Bethany Bnotist Church . 

Besides his par ents and his first wife pre
ced ing him In death were two h air-sisters. 
Abbie Herrman Tyress and Mi nnie Hoffman 
Douglas. and one half-brother Joe Hoffman . 
Surviving him is his wife. Hu lda. 

Harrison Pettit went to be with the Lord 
on Oct. 18. 1966. In Hutchinson . 

Rethany Baptist Church 
Hutchinson. Mlnnl'sota 

ETAN PELZER. Pastor 

J\IRS. MARGOT WACRSMANN 
of Winnipeg. llfnnitobn 

Margot Wachsmann was born Nov. 15. 
1912. In Breslau. Germany. a nd died on 
Oct. 24. 1966. at the General Hospital In 
Winnipeg at the ai::e of 54. 

At the age or 14 she had accepted Jesus 
as her personal L or d and Savior. was bap
tized bv Rev. Vogel and became a member 
of the "Baptist Church. Bresla u-Son nen plat.z. 

On Anrl l 24. 1939. she was mar ried to 
Lotar W'achsmann. They were blessed with 
four children. Although she went through 
hard limes during the war years. she re
mained faithfu l to the Lord and served him 
whenevrr possible. 

In 1952 she imm igrated with h er family 
to Canada. T hey made their home in Winni
peg. She had worked fo r Rev. V(. Stu rhalrn 
at the Imm igration Service. W innl neg. At 
the McDermot Church she was teaching 
Sunday school class a nd a lso was active In 
t he Women 's Societies. 

She has left behind he r husband. two .sons. 
Gerald and Win fried; two da ughten;. G1sllnd 
a nd Birgit : one <'laughter-In-law. E lizabeth. 
and one j?randchild: her mother a nd three 
•lsters in Germany. Rev. A. Har t. R ev. Wm. 
Sturhahn and the local min ister took part at 
the fu neral services. 

McDermol Ave. Baptist Church 
Winnipeg. Man~~1lblTER STEIN. P astor 

MR. JOHN PAUL 
of Davin. Saskatchewan 

John Paul was born April 12. at Brudnell. 
Ont. He accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
h is Savior. was baptized by Rev. Schoen In 
1902. and u nited with the L yndock Baptist 

CII~rc1h90~1)~;· came to Saskatchewan where 
he resided In Balgon le near F ind later and 
Crom 1910-1965 lived In Davi n. I n 1906 he 
married Louise Rosom of Davin. 

His marriage was blessed with one son 
and six dau):!hters. One daughter. Oli;a. pre
cedect him In death In 1931 and h is wife 
in 1937 

Tn 1938 he married Miss Wilhelmina 
Brandl of Davin. who survives him. 

His gentle Christian spi r it and kind man-

ner endeared him to all who knew him. He 
sought to resemble his Savior in his dally 
life. He was a carpenter. He loved his 
church and God's people a nd served as 
deacon. t r ustee. and t reasu rer of Grace 
Baptist Church for many years. and was 
a n active member at the time of his passing. 

Wh ile a t t he home of h is daughter. Mrs. 
John Gerbrandt. Mr. Paul suUered a stroke 
from wh ich he never recovered. Hts thoughts 
In his last days turned. as alwavs to his 
Savior. and he was heard to be -breathing 
quietly Lhe hymn. "'Gott Ist Die Liebe."· It 
was in this spirit that on June 24 he was 
ushered Into the presence of God. having 
reached the age or 87 years. 2 months and 
14 days. 

He leaves to mourn his passin". his wife. 
five daughters : Mrs . Lester Kuehl. Regina. 
Mrs. John Gerbrandt. Daysland. Alta .. Mrs. 
Fred Ohlmann, Drumheller. Alta .. Mrs. Her
man L lndenbach. Davin . Sask.. and Mrs. 
Rudy Ohlmann. L educ. Alta.: one son 
Henry of Davin: 20 grandchildren. eight 
great-grandchildren . one sister. and five 
broU1ers. 

Grace Baptist Church 
Dadn. Saskatchewan 

DAROLD D. SAUER. P astor 

lllR. REINHOLD F. UNGER 
of Olds, Alberta 

Reinhold Ferdinand Unger was born Jan. 
12. 1889. In Neustadt. Germa ny. He accepted 
Christ as his personal Savior at an ea rly 
age and affiliated w ith the Methodist 
Church. He immediately became active in 
Christian work. In 1913 he migrated to On
tario for six months and then came to 
Govan. Sask. T here he farmed fo r 12 years. 
then mo~·ed to the U.S.A. for three years. 
He married Pauline Hauserman In March or 
1928. After a short visit to Germanv they 
came to Olds. Alta. • · 

T he deceased was baptized by Rev. E . P . 
Wahl In 1929 and bec.otme a Charter Member 
or the East Olds Baptist Church He has 
been active in every department or the 
church throughout the years. He served as 
deacon ror a number of ye:irs. His earthly 
pilgrimage came to an abrupt end on Octo
ber 11 In a tractor-cultivator mishap from 
whence he went to be wilh the Lord · 

Sun·lvlng are his wife. Pauline: one 
daughter, Helen (Mrs. Jim Meyers) : one 
b.rother . Fred of Olds : three sisters: Fred
ncke (Mr s. John Kienzle) oC New York 
Louise (Mrs. Paul Klingler) of New York· 
Frieda (Mrs. Karl Staehle) of Olds: two 
grandchildren : nephews and nieces and a 
host of relnti,·es and friends . 

East Olds Baptist Church 
Olds. Alberta 

E . L. THIESSEN. Pastor 

111RS. ELDIE FRITZKE 
of Mch 1ille. S nsk ntc.hcwun 

Mrs. E ld le Fritzke (nee E ld le Hai t) was 
born at Ebenezer. Sask .. on April 28. 1904. 
On July 29. 1966. she went lo her beloved 
Lord Jesus Christ at the age oC 62 vears 
3 months and one day. • · 

She accepted Jesus Christ as her per
sonal Savior at the. age or 14 years. She 
followed the Lord in baptism that same 
year. Her love for her Savior was one or 
constant growth through life. 

She was u n ited In marriage to Mr. Ed
ward Frltzke on Januarv 10. 1922. at E ben
ezer. Sask.. by Rev. Frank Orthner. The 
home was blessed with five sons two 
~aughters. and three children that d·ied in 
infancy. 

Left to mour n her deonrture are her hus
band. Mr . Edward Fritzke of Melville 
Sask. : two daughters: I rene (Mrs. Reshke' 
Regina. Sask.). E velyn (Mrs. Frers. Winni:. 
neg. Man .) : five sons : Arthur oC Yorkton. 
Sask .. Edgar of Saskatoon. Sask.. Cla rence 
of Fenwood. Sask . . J ames and Alvin or Mel
ville. Sask. : and 15 grandchildren . Include<'! 
are two brothers . Otto and Karl Halt or 
Kelowna. B. C .. other relatives and numer
ous fr iends. 

Mrs. Frllzke lived a godly life. totally 
<'IPoendent UllOn the grace of her L ord. This 
life shone br lnghtly In .her home. in her 
church. and her communtty. Together with 
her husband. they were able to lead their 
entir e family to the saving kno"·ledge or 
Jesus Christ. 

May God bless and comfort the bereaved. 
Fenwood-Melville Baptist Church 
l'l!elvllle. Sask. 

J. W. NEUDORF. Pastor 

AGAIN TO BETHLEHEM 
( Continued fr01n page 18 ) 

gave .... '' 
We have been renewed, and we arc

ready again. What can we g i\'e ? What 
can we afford to keep? 

A Blessed Christmas to YOU! 
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Resolutions 

on The 

Elementary-

Secondary 

Education 

Act, and Its 

Administration 

adopted by 

Baptist Joint Committee 

on Public Affairs 

w HILE THE Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs has never 
taken a stand on the 'child benefit' 
theory related to the First Amend
ment the Joint Committee assumes 
that 'the constitu tional soundness of 
parts of t he E lementary and Second
ary Education Act is determined by 
the manner in which these parts of 
its prov1s10ns square with that 
theory. The Joint Committee noted 
the care used by the House and 
Senate 'Reports' in expla ining several 
provisions of the Act in terms of 
that t heory. In light of the floor 
debates on t he Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act, we believe 
that the Congress passed the law be
cause it believed the "child benefit" 
theory had been properly regarded in 
the drafting process at critical points. 

"The Baptist Joint Committee has 
been disappointed that the regulation 
and guidelines of the Office of Educa
t ion do not show the same careful re
gard for implementing certain sections 
of the Act according to the limits of 
the 'child benefi t' theory. We recognize 
that there is difficulty involved in 
properly administering this pioneering 
Act, and, therefore, we have exercised 
caution in the complaint just voiced. 
However, we note a pattern in t he 
regulations and guidelines which de
fines the scope of some federal aids 
so that they become benefits to non
public schools. The effect is to violate 
the 'child benefit' theory as it has been 
developed by t he courts and as it was 
expressed in the House and Senate 
'Re parts.' 
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PROBLEM AREAS SITED 

"We cite some examples of problem 
areas: 

"The definitions in regulations for 
Title I of 'special educational services 
and arrangements' and of 'mobile edu
cational services and equipment' we 
feel differ from the explanation of 
these provisions in the 'Reports' and 
in floor debate. The difference would 
be toward aiding non-public schools. 

"The impact of the guidelines and 
of administrative practice for Title II 
would violate the public library ideal 
that inspired that title. We think the 
placing of materials for very extended 
periods of time in non-public school 
libraries when some of those materials 
do not circulate and when all of t hose 
materials are not catalogued for readi
ly available public reference violates 
the intent of Congress and constitutes 
a n improper aid to those schools. 

"The definition of 'dual enrollment' 
in the regulations for Title III turns 
that term into 'shared use of public 
facilities.' We think the qualification 
'under public auspices' will not be 
very meaningful in the actual experi
ence of many localities. The regulation, 
which is intended to describe the use 
of Title m services for public and non
public school students, is contradictory 
and offers no meaningful check on the 
use of th ose services on non-public 
school premises. 

"In sum, t he possible aids the Act 
provided for students a nd teachers 
in non-public schools are stretched 
at several points. T he final effect is 
to do more than the 'child benefit' 
theory would r easona bly allow. 

"We do not t hink that adminis
tra tive efficiency or convenience or 
financial economies warrant this vio
lation of what we think is the mean
ing of the establishment clause. 

BJ C OPPOSES EXTENSION OF 
ACT TILL PROBLEMS SOLVED 

"The Baptist J oint Committee on 
Public Affairs calls attention to these 
issues in the confidence t hat the Gen
eral Subcommittee on Education will 
exercise str ict legislative review of 
the rules and practices of t he Office 
of Education in light of t he origina l 
intent of Congress. Given the unsatis
factory nature of the administrative 
interpretation of the Act, we think 
that an a nnual congressional review 
is still needed. We oppose a four-year 
extension of t he authorizations for the 
Act until these administrative prob
lems have been solved. 

"We also urge the appropriate 
agencies of the Baptist conventions to 
engage themselves in t he local and 
state educat ional problems in an effort 
to achieve the needed extension of 
public education without violation of 
the constitutional principle involved." 

~~"' '°j_ 1
1
fL PLANS f llllU 

ATTEND THE 35th GENERAL CONFERENCE 
of North American Baptist General Con ference Churches 

AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

July 10-16, 1967 

OBTAIN literature about lodging facilities and instructions for 
registering for all delegates and visitors from your pastor or 

North American Baptist General Conference 
7308 Madison Strnet 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

SEND completed r egistration form and fee and your request for 
lodging to Mr. David Battishill, 18954 Dresden A venue, Detroit, 
Michigan 48205. 

BAPTIST HERALD 


