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The kneeling figure in the 
cover picture is a SERVANT 
OF GOD who is called to 
minister to the masses of 
mankind symbolized in the 
lower right as undefined 
shapes of all colors. 

The faceless crowds we 
see are in reality unique and 
distinct individuals who are 
loved by God. The hands 
reaching down depict His re
deeming grace searching out 
people crowded into the 
secular cities and scattered 
across the countryside. 

SERVANT IN PREPARATION 

2 

Nineteen hundred years 
ago God moved into man's 
history through His Son and 
opened the way of salvation 
for all through Christ's sub
stitutionary death on Calva
ry. Today God sends His 
messenger to search out in
dividuals and declare to each 
one that the Christ of the 
Gospel still has power to 
bring men into fellowship 
with Him. 

The North American Bap
tist Seminary is one of the 
media used by God to pre
pare the servant and to de
velop his skills needed in the 
missiC?n of reconciliation. The 
picture helps us to visualize 
the . vitally important sup
porting role of the Seminary 
m the larger mission of God 
to reach teeming mankind 
w ith the message of re
demption. 

(An interpretation 0 I t i 
Dennis Rundl.et t while ie Scove: designed by 
1967) . a emmury stu.ctent, 
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STUDY LEAVE FOR IBE PASTOR 
I am convinced that a wisely planned and diligently executed sab

batical leave for seminary faculty members is an excellent investment 
of time and money. Rich dividends accrue to the prof essors and the 
institution through a well deserved sabbatical. Experience indicates 
that faculty members r eturn to their areas of Christ ian service re
sponsibility with new insight, enthusiasm, and renewed dedicat ion. 

Does this not also apply to the pastor? Have you thought of your 
pastor's work load? Just think of the round of meetings and activities 
in which the average pastor is involved: boards, committees, building, 
youth, brotherhood, camps, associations, conferences, ministerial, de
nominational, civic clubs, community welfare, senior citizens, and many 
others. The obligation of his work load, tl1-e emotional strains, and the 
demands on the pastor's spirit ual and intellectual capacities are numer

ous indeed. They are on the increase. 

Besides time off for the annual vacation and the weekly day of 
rest, the pastor should be encouraged to attend workshops, institutes, 
lectureships, pastoral r enewal clinics and other continuing educational 
opportunities available to him. By all means urge your pastor to attend 
area-wide continuing education programs sponsored by the Seminary. 

Plans should be ma.de in the church calendar and provision in the 
church budget. Every so often, perhaps after five to seven years of 
faithful service, the pastor should be granted opportunity for an "edu
cational leave" of a minimum of 6 weeks to 2 months (a semester is 
better) for the purpose of concentrated study and meditation in a disci
plined setting. It is good for the pastor to reside in the dormitory on 
the seminary or university campus. This will be a great time for the 
recharging of the pastor 's spiritual batteries. 

But who will sqpply the church's pulpi t in the pastor's absence ? 
May I suggest t hat the church provide an interim pastor so that the 
study leave may be uninterrupted. If t he leave comes during summer 
months, write to the Seminar y for the services of an advanced student . 
The church will make an excellent contribution to both pastor and 
student. 

You pastor will r eturn with greater love for his people, greater 
zeal for his work, and r enewed dedication to his t asks. Why not surprise 
your pastor with a proposal for a well deser ved study leave ? Who 
knows, he might accept! 

March 1, 1968 

Guest editorial by Dr. F rank Veninga, President, 
North American Baptist Seminary, 

Sioux F all, S. Dakota 
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THE 
PRESENT DEBATE 

OVER THE INERRANCY OF 

SCRIPTURE 
IT IS becoming increasingly 

evident that evangelicals are giving 
careful consideration to the nature and 
extent of the inspiration of Scripture 
in t he light of contemporary biblical 
scholarship. Several denominations have 
conducted serious study projects to 
examine their own confessional posi
tions, and numerous Christian schools 
have experienced a shift of emphasis 
with regard to their spedfic s tatements 
about the inspiration of the Bible. 

In June of 1966 a group of 50 evan
gelical scholars from American colleges 
and seminaries, together with profes
sors firom England, Scotland, France, 
Holland and Austra lia, met for ten days 
at Gordon College and Divinity School 
at Wenham, Massachusetts, to grapple 
with this crucial issue. There were 
marked differences of opinion with r e
spect to the proper method of ascer
taining the biblical doctrine of inspira
tion. 

Should our doctrine 'be derived from 
an inductive study of all the evidence 
contained in the Bible, drawing up a 
statement that will be based upon .and 
will adequately explain the phenomena 
of Scripture itself, or should we be
gin with a deductive s tatement about 
the inspiration of t he Bible and try to 
explain the phenomena of Scripture in 
t he light of this general statement? Or 
should direction be found in a combi
nation of these approaches as comple
mentary procedures? 

To be sure, all agree upon the stra
t~gic impor~ance of holding a high 
view of Scripture, but this assertion 
immediately becomes involved and com
?licated. There are differences of opin
ion as to what constitutes a "high 
view" of inspiration. The question is 
asked, "Can there be a higher view 
th.an ~hat w hich is contained in the 
Bible itself? " What if our "high view" 
ca~not .be supported by the data con
t'.'1.lned m t he Scriptures? D id we, in the 
first place, derive our view from a com
petent exegesis of the classical texts 
on inspiration, such as II Tim. 3:16; 
II P eter 1:21 ; Matt. 5:18; John 10:34-
35; I Cor. 2:13, etc.? Do we read these 

4 

by Ralph Powe ll 

An old Bible in the Seminwy archives 
which was prin1ed in 1650. The 1itle page 
of the New Tes1ament shows woodcuts. 

texts with certain presuppositions in 
mind and force our preconceived ideas 
into the Scriptural s tatements (eisege
sis rather than exegesis) How do the 
results of our exegesis fit the data 
f o u n d throughout the Bible as a 
whole? These are some of the ques
tions which are being asked. 

LET SCRIPTURE SPEAK 
We need first of all to ·be controlled 

by the express statements of Scripture 
about itself. In our interpretation we 
must hear what the passage is saying, 
and thus U:O-rn its meaning, not attri
bute meamng to it. Luther said, "The 
best teacher is the one who does not 
·bring ~is r:ieaning into t he Scripture, 
but brmgs it out of the Scripture." Ap
proach to the inspired record should 
be that of a Spirit-led humble learner 
not .that of a controversialist or a dog~ 
m at1st. 

Crucial to the issue at hand is 
whether ~he above-ment ioned texts 
teach t he merrancy of Scripture. Does 
the language of the passages when 
pro?erl?" understood after careful ex
amination, actually state this? The 
consensus on the part of the scholars 
present a t the Wenham Conference 
was that our emphasis today should 
be on .the absolute authority ·and trust
wo~thme~s of Scripture without neccs
sar~ly using the word "inerrancy " The 
hesitancy on the part of th . . . 
of these scholars over t he etennmaJ~r1ty 

mer-

rancy was. n:>t because they felt that 
there are m fact errors in the B'bl 
but b~cause they felt the term is "~pe~ 
to ~!?Understanding and is likely to 
pr.ecip!tat~ deJ;>ate about peripheral 
minutiae m which the evangelical m ay 
be called upon to vindicate the s .· t · Cllp-
ure m areas where we lack the full 

data for explanation" (as reported in 
CHRISTIANITY TODAY, December 23 
1966, p. 17). ' 

Dr. Roger Nicole of Gordon Divinity 
School, ~ho himself has no hesitancy 
abou~ usmg the term inerrancy, feels 
that I~ a~l fairness to t hose who prefer 
to ~vo~d it, their thorough-going evan
gehcal1sm . should not be questioned. 
The effectiveness of evangelicals today 
cam:ot a~f~~ to be jeopardized by ex
cessive d1v1s1veness. "It would be un
fortunate indeed," he said, "if the im
P?rtance of some areas of legitimate 
d ifferences among conservatives should 
•be exaggerated, or false impressions 
c~eated to the point of raising ques
tions about the evangelical character 
of some men who are s talwart u 
holders of the faith" (Ibid. ). P-

ETERNITY magazine (September 
1966, p. 9) reported that nearly a ll th~ 
m~n from British Commonwealth coun
!nes regarded the long discussion of 
merrancy as a strictly American prob-
lem. European seholars have not . 
cally spoken of biblical inspiratioty~1-
t erms of inerrancy The n m 

tt . . crux of the 
m~ er is not whether the Bib] 
tams errors er not but wh t . e con-
by "inerrancy," and whethe: t~~ ~eant 
b~st word to use as a descri . Is is the 
view of the Bible's . . ~tion of our 
ers from stro . inspiration. Teach-
t utions ad~it ~~~ ~~i~s~vative ins ti
as many problems a .t ord presents 

s 1 seeks to solve. 

PLACE IN CONTEXT 
.While Dr. Robert H 

still Professor of Bibi . Mounce was 
lege, he emphasize e at Bethel Col
errancy" · d t he fact tha t "in-1s not a 5· 1 we must undors . imp e word a nd 
to this consid.~t:;~nd ~t carefully. Basic 
of t he purposes ~~o~h 15 a.n ~PPreciation 
who were n t e B1bhca1 writers, 

0 concerned in ancient 

BAPTIST. HERALD 

. 
I 

times with Cape Kennedy accuracy or 
ultra precise chronological or genealog
ical data. '"The rough measurements 
of an tiquity do not have to conform 
to space age requirements," writes Dr. 
Mounce. "In the culture of the day the 
measurement was not only adequate, 
but a lso 'inerrant.' In our determina
tion of what cor.stitutes an er ror we 
must judge the accuracy of Scripture 
according to the prevailing standards 
of the time" (ETERNITY, June 1966, 
p. 18). 

Authors of Scripture were inspired 
by the Holy Spirit to record God's reve
lation as a n infallible guide for the 
faith and practice of t he people of God 
through t he ages. They were not writ
ing textbooks on science, history, geo
graphy, etc. Not only were they inspired 
by God, they were also men of their 
times and employed the thought forms 
of their day. The revelation of divine 
truth was couched in the language 
and culture of the people to whom it 
was first given . We must appreciate the 
reality of both divine inspiration and 
human authorship. God did not set 
aside the individuality, peculiarity and 
historical conditionedness of the Bible 
writers when "holy men of God spoke 

Dr. Ralph Powell 
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as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" 
(II Peter 1 :21). 

Dr. Bernard Ramm, Professor of 
Theology at California Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, speaks of the "cos
mic" a nd "a nthropic" forms in which 
God communicated His revelation to 
ma n, by which he means that God's 
Word enters our world and takes the 
forms of our world. It is accommodated 
to ma n, his language, culture, concepts 
and lim itati;)n ~. "Scripture should n ot 
be embarrassed by the marks of hu
manity and humiliation which it bears 
. . . Revelation does not burst the 
bands of man's creaturely existence 
but it respects t his creaturely exist
ence" (SPECIAL REVELATION AND 
THE WORD OF GOD, p. 34). This cos
mic form does not hinder the knowl
edge of God from "getting through'' to 
ma n with all the revelational and sav
ing purposes which God intended. 

All one-sidedness must be avoided 
in our attitudes toward the Bible, 
which is both the inspired Word of God 
and the very real literary production 
of actual men under the guidance of 
t he Holy Spirit. We can err to t he 
right (by setting aside or minimizing 
the huma n authorship of Scripture) as 

well as to the left (by neglecting or 
limiting the supernatural effect of di
vine supervis ion). Let us be reminded 
that the Church never held to a mech
a nical or dictation view of inspiration 
where the Bible writer acted merely as 
a n amanuensis or a secretary who pas
sively wrote down t he words which 
were given to him by God. 

So it is possible not only to have 
slack theological views, but to h ave 
views far more rigid a nd dogmatic than 
Scripture itself. "Hyperorthodoxy in 
t rying to be, royal to the Bible," writes 
Dr. Ramm, "ha~ developed an exag
gerated sense of what loyalty to the 
B i b 1 e means" (THE CHRISTIAN 
VIEW OF SCIENCE AND SCRIP
TURE, p. 29) . 

SEEK FACTS, NOT THEORY 
We may have our own ideas as to 

how God should have inspired the 
Word, affirms Dr: Everett F. H arri
son of Fuller Seminary, but it is more 
profitable to learn how He actually did 
inspire it. Dr. Paul K. J ewett, also of 
Fuller, cautions us not to attempt to 
speak more plainly than God does in 
His Word. l'vlennonite Brethren t heo
logian Dr . . T. C. Wenger reminds us 
that it is indeed fortunate that the 
authority of Scripture does not depend 
upon any theory of inspiration. A 
priori demands as to what inspiration 
may or may not allow for in Scripture 
must not be devised by well-meaning 
orthodox persons to guarantee, as they 
feel, some "high view" of t he Bible, 
especially lf the contents of Scripture 
do not accord with such a concept of 
infallibility. No Yiew of i11spiration can 
indefinitely be maintained if it runs 
counter to the facts. 

If the data of Scripture do not fit 
our t heory of inspiration, so much the 
worse for our humanly devised t he
ory. We must learn from the Word, 
not instruct it or force i t into our pre
fabrica ted moid. Most advocates of 
inerrancy admit that t his concept is not 
an explicitly s tated claim by Scripture 
on its own behalf. It is, rather, an in
ference that students have made on 
the basis eitht?r of certain texts w hich 
seem to imply this doctrine or from 
the nature of God the Revealer. The 
argument is usually stated some thing 
like t his : God who is truth, who can
not err or lie, has inspired the B ible. 
The Bible is God's truth and therefore 
it cannot e rr. If the Bible is the Word 
of God, it ca;mot contain error , for the 
s imple reason that God cannot lie. 
Conversely, if th(' Bible contains er
rors, it cannot, certainly not in its 
entirety, be the Word of God. 

Hm.vever appealing it may sound at 
first, this type of reasoning has ma ny 
problems, as even those who take this 
position recognize . The prim ary con
s ideration is not whether t he a bove 
premises follow with impeccable logic 
(which, however, might be ques tioned). 
but whether 1his is actually wha t the 
Bible teaches a bout its own inspiration 
and whether· it fits the facts one en
counters in t he Bible itself. One of the 
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primary q ualifications of t his st ance is 
that it is t rue only of the original 
autographs (none of which we now 
possess) , and not of any of t he copies 
or translations made f rom those firs t 
autogra phs. It is certa inly true t hat 
t hr ough the elaborate s tudies in textual 
criticism we know substantially what 
the origina ls were (within one word 
in a t housand), but the fact remains 
t ha t the claim of inerrancy is made 
only for the autographs written by the 
Bible writers. 

OPEN DIALOGUE 
- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR -

Other qualifica t ions need to be made. 
The wor ds of the devil and of J ob's 
friends, etc. are not actually t h e 
wor ds of God. Of course, wha t is meant 
is that the Bible is t he trustworthy, 
reliable record of what God wanted to 
be preserved for t he guidance, ins truc
tion and warning of His people and for 
t he salva tion of th e lost . Then why 
not st a te the proposition t his way and 
make clear and explicit wha t is meant, 
taking into full considerat ion the his
toric process by which God comm uni
cated His Word to men, r ather than to 
make some lofty and possibly mislead
in g claim which does not expla in all 
the exceptions, and then have it die 
of a hundred qualifications? 

Space does not permit a more thor
ough examination of t his contemporary 
debate over the inerrancy of Scripture. 
The foregoing considerations indicate a 
few of the r easons why many evangeli
cals today are avoiding the ambiguous 
term inerrancy and are speaking abou t 
the full sufficimcy, complete adequacy, 
and abs:>lute cJependableness of Scr ip
t ure. Indeed, i t is t he only infallible 
rule of fa ith and practice! 

D r. R alph p ,yu;ell is P rof essor of The
ology and Phi losophy of R el igion, North 
American Baptist Seminary, Si ou x 
Falls, S. Dak. 

1968 ANNU AL 

CONFERE NCE REPORTS 

have been sent to all 
Nor th American Baptist Churches. 

This important volume of about 
350 pages should be in the hands 
of every pastor, board of deacons 
prominent layman, and church li
brar y. Its chur ch, conference reports, 
General Conference minutes, minis
ters biographical sketches and de
nominationa l data are important 
reference materia l. 

Additional copies can be secured 
at 

$2.00 per volume 

ROGER WILL IAMS PRESS 
7308 Madison Street 

Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

GENERAL 

To the editor : Congratula tions on be
ing chosen editor of the BAPTIST 
H ERAL D . This is a challenging oppor
tunity and a most responsible assign
ment. I am sure that your editorial 
career will be a wonderfully fruitful 
m inistry.-Clifton J . Allen, editorial 
secretary, Southern Bapt ist Convention, 
Nashville , Tenn. 

To the editor: Congra tulations on 
your good recent issues of our beloved 
BAPTIST HERALD. Keep up the good 
work.- Mrs. Herbert Hiller, Woodside, 
New York. 

To the editor : I get t he BAPTIST 
HERALD five weeks late, but I enjoy 
reading every issue tha t comes my way. 
- Al Grams, exchange s tudent, Ham
burg, Germany. 

To the editor: Congr a tula tions on the 
new position. We will be praying for 
you and yours. - Reinhard Neuman, 
pastor, Calgary, Alber ta . 

To the editor : May I bela tedly ex
press my congra tula tions upon the new 
office which you have already assumed. 
We wish you God 's blessing and much 
joy in t his new a rea of Chris tian serv
ice, responsibili ty and opportuni ty. I am 
confident that this will be a great 
ch a 11 e n g e to you.- Frank Veninga, 
President , Ncrth American Baptis t 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

To t he editor: Some people in our 
area have made the following com
ments a bou t t he BAPTIST H ERALD : 
"There is of very little if any spiritual 
food in it . It's not worth the ink and 
paper it is written on." I do hope and 
pray t ha t this can be improved upon. 
- Miss Berneice Seiba ld, Cathay, North 
Dakota . 

To the editor : We wish you God's 
blessing and much happiness as you 
are our new editor of the BAPTIST 
HERALD.- Mr. and Mrs. ElIDer Schra
der, Emery, South Dakota. 

HOLY LAND & EUROPE J erusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, Jericho, Bctllllny , 
Meg giddo, NazarcUl, Cnnn, Tibcrias, Cnpcr nnum, 

Acre, Haifa, T el Aviv, Jaffa etc., Ist anbul. E phesus, Athens , Rome, Ven ice, Milan . Lucerne, 
Pa ris, London. 3 Weeks, Lv. July 9, Deluxe & First Clnso Hotclo, M<>St Meals. 

Write : Berger Ohristian Tours, 5636 Norwich Ave., Van Nuys, Oalif. 91401 
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To the editor: Subscr ibers in t his 
area would appreciate a ser ial story 
in the BAPTIST HERALD such as was 
published several years ago.- Mr . Wil
liam L. Moser, Wishek, N. Dak. 

To the editor : I really like the BAP
TIST HERALD !- Miss Ruby Fomun
yam, African s tudent, S t. Pa ul, Minn. 

DECEMBER 15 I SSUE 

To the editor: We would like to con
gratulate you, Mr . Binder , and staff 
on the beautiful Chris tmas edit ion. For 
the firs t time it was truly a family 
paper--our 11-year-old, our teen-ager 
my husband and myself all fo und some~ 
thing of in terest and inspira tion.- Mrs. 
H. Schroeder, Guelph, On t. 

To the editor: You m ust be r ather 
hard up to write articles in t he BAP
TIS HERALD. To have to publish a r ti
cles written by men such as Ralph w. 
Seckman, Dec. 15 issue. I would suggest 
you go to the nearest library and r ead 
some books he has published and find 
out for yourself j us t wha t he believes. 
Was also set back in the J an . 1 issue to 
see where Mr. Frank Woyke has been 
named as~ociate secretary of Baptis t 
We.r id Alliance. If you think these two 
a rticles make for blessings in reading 
t he HERALD, you have been mistaken. 
~lease no more of this type of publish
mg. ~oks as if our own NAB is slow
ly g?mg down the tube. Can the Lord 
contmue to bless t his kind of activity? 
Art Kownigsberg, Sheffield, Iowa . · 

To the editor: You deserve our heart
felt con~ratulations on the colorful and 
well edi ted Christmas issue of the 
BAPTIST H ERALD. It has been a joy 
to feas~ on t he beautiful cover, to read 
the a r t icles, and to look into t he past 
of our Ca~adian churches with Profes
sor Ed Lmk. The Christmas sermon 
?Y Dr. Ra lph W. Seckman is outstand
mg and. challenging. Your fine editoria l 
emphas1~es t?e true meaning of Chris t
mas which J'> somet imes pushed into 
t he backgr?und. "To believe that God is 
above us ~s o~e thing but to believe 
th~t G?d is with us in real life s itu
a t~o!1s is anothe r and much more in
sp1rmg tr uth. To believe that God . 
not only. almighty, t ha t H e is not on{s 
a ll -sufficient, but t ha t He is God · t~ 
~s, under standing and intimate-~~ t 
is bes t of a ll ."- Dr. Martin L L ~ 
ner, Oak P ark, Illinois. . eusc -

BAPTIST HERALD 

THE SEMINARY, 
ITS ALUMNI 

AND 
DENOMINATION 

T HE NEED for a dir ectory of 
alumni and former s t udents of t he 
North American Baptist Seminary has 
been in evidence for a long t ime. T he 
la test list ing with biographical sketches 
was published in 1930 by the Colgate 
Rocheste r Divinity School, when our 
Seminary was still known as t he Ger
man Depar tment of t ha t ins titution . 
Since tha t t ime some records have 
been kept but not e nough biographical 
mater ia l a bout t he activities of the 
alumni. 

Fur thermore the American Associ
at ion of Theoiogical Schools suggests 
strongly to its member ins t itutions that 
they mainta in an active r ela tionship 
with t heir alumni. The seminary is en
couraged to follow up its former stu
dents. It is assumed tha t an ins t itution 
should be interested in knowing where 
its former s tudents and graduates a re 
and what they have been doin g since 
leaving t he ha lls of learning. It is sug
gested t hat occasionally t he alumni be 
contacted so t hat they can give an 
evaluation of their education and pre
par a tion which they received a t t he 
seminary for the specific work which 
has been theirs. This na tur ally m eans 
t hat a seminary's "product," t he alum
n us or a lumna, will give h is (her) 
t houghts about his educa tion the re 
from the vantage point of t he pastor 
ate, the mission field, Chris tian educa
tion programs, or of other areas of 
service. 

Moved by these two needs and chal
lenges, a program of depth study of our 
alumni was submitted to t he adminis
tration and Board of Trustees of the 
Semina ry as a possible project for my 
sabbatical. Both of these looked with 
favor upon such an undertaking. All of 
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us felt that t he results could be of 
great value and profi t to the Seminary, 
t he denomination, t he alumni and pos
sibly o th er educa tional institutions. 
Thus t he study was under taken with 
joy, enthusiasm and purpose. 

Prepara tory to t he setting up of a 
questionnair e, reports such as "Re
search on Clergymen" by J am es E. 
Dittes and "The Guidan ce of Minis
te rial Candidates," edited by H arry De
Wire, were thoroughly s t udied. Then a 
four -paged quest ionna ire was formu
lated, entitled "Quest ionna ire for North 
Amer ican Baptist Semina ry Alumni 
and Former Students." It is divided 
into two m ain pa r ts. Part I requests 
biogra phical material of t he gradua tes 
and former s tudents for incorporation 
in the proposed alumni directory. Part 
II with t he caption "E valua t ion of 
N orth Am er ican Baptis t Seminary and 
Suggestions" h as questions about the 
Seminary aml it s courses, its contribu
tion to t he education of it s students, 
its relation to the alumni, continuing 
education, the image of the school 
suggested changes which are needed t~ 
meet a changing world, and simila r 
areas of concer n. 

GOOD RESPONSE 
These questionnaires w i th accom

panying le tter of purpose and instruc
tion we re sent to a ll graduates and 
former students who were on our m a il
ing lis t. Within t he t ime given, 291 
answers were r eceived. Since then a 
few more h ave been added. We thus 
had a most gratifying and e ncouraging 
r eturn of a bout 75 per cent . S ince that 
t ime we have been very b usy colla t ing 
and organizing the answers, r ela ted 
particularly to Par t II. 

Dr. George Lang 

We are most grate ful to a ll t he r e
spondents for t heir wonderful coopera
tion. We have also been working on 
t he biographical data received. I n m any 
instances a follow-up for more accu
ra te information will be n ecessary so 
tha t we will be a ble to publish a com 
plete file on the activities and achieve
men ts of our a lumni. We thank you for 
your past he lp and will apprecia te a 
continua tion of your fine cooperation so 
t ha t this part of t he project, which w ill 
take many months more of detailed 
work , can be completed. 

We wish t0 share with you some of 
t he insights which have com e to us 
through the answers and which will 
surely be of interest to you. In giving 
their present position at the t ime the 
questionnaires were fi lled out, 158 of 
the 291 'Who responded were either pas
tors or on the pastoral staff of a loca l 
church, 13 were active missionaries, 17 
held positions in the North American 
Bapt is t Genera l Conference or ganiza 
t ion, 5 had some executive posit ion in 
a r eligious organizat ion or denom ina
tion other t han our own, 7 were chap
la ins in a veterans or state hospital 
or in t he ar!l1ed forces, 5 were on the 
staff of Homes for t he Aged, 14 were 
members of the administration or 
faculty of <1 11 ins t itution of h igher 
education, 3 were teaching in an ele
mentary or high school, 7 were t aking 
post gradua te work in some university, 
and 48 were retired. T he remaining 14 
gave t heir positions in var ied occupa
t ions in social, community and general 
work. 

Lookin g at t hese statist ics percent-
age-wise, it is interesting to observe 
t ha t more t han 75 per ce nt of the 291 
wer e active as pastors or as per sonnel 
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in other church related positions, 16.5 
per cent were retired, all of whom had 
either been pastors or members of a 
s taff of a church r elated institution or 
organization. Students doing graduate 
work who intend to be active in a 
church relatej vocation showed about 
2.5 ~er cent. Only 5.8 per cent of the 
291 held positions not c hurch related. 
Though this is not the full picture of 
t he a lumni of our Seminary, yet it is 
suggestive of the activities which are 
theirs. The overwhelming number of 
alumni who a re in the pastorate a nd 
church related \·ocations g ives evidence 
that the objective of the Seminary to 
educate men a nd women for the church 
a nd its rela ted organizations is being 
achieved quite sa tisfactorily. 

LIST BENEFITS 
P roceeding tc anot her area of in

terest, in response to the question 
"What is t he best thing you got out 
of seminary?", 237 gave some a nswer. 
The question is so formulated that 
the respondent had to look at his semi
nary training as it was related to h im . 
This might involve areas of personality 
development, spiritual ins ight, intel
lectual expansion. The a nswers showed 
this to be t rue. Out of 222 references 
to the training and curriculum at the 
Seminary, 43 gave favorable a nswers 
in general terms of his entire educa
tion, a nd 29 \':ere aware of the posi
tive contribution which was made in 
their preparation specifically for 
ministerial service, whereas courses 
listed as our catalogue under Bib
lical Backgrounds were greatly ap
preciated, those under Heritage and 
Thought, which includes Theology, 
Ethics, Church His tory a nd others, out
numbered the former. The greatest 
number, however, referred to courses 
under Work and Witness, which in
cludes Communications like Homiletics, 
Preaching and Al!dio-visuals, t he Min
istries of the Church like P astoral and 
P ractical Theology and Field Educa
tion, and Chris tian Education. 

The contribution which the Seminary 
made in the development of the stu
dent's personal ity a nd life was referred 
to 92 times. In this category were in
cluded such listings as the call of God, 
the maturing process, attitudes and 
discipline, ha bits and s tim ulation, his 
own thinking, faith and theology, his 
own spiritua l and prayer life. It would 
indicate tha t often this area of guid
a nce and instruction which is not 
necessarily found in the structured cur
riculum is of !;reat importance in the 
life of the maturing student. 

Thirty-eight references were made to 
the beneficial fellowship which was en
joyed in the school as a whole. This 
was fellowship between professors and 
students e.s seen in these statements: 
"Perhaps the best thing was a n in ti
mate contact w'.th men of God both 
faculty and students." The fellowship 
between students in the dorm and din
ing hall was m·cnt ioned as especia lly 
meaningful t.i s<JmP. Friendships wE>re 
eslablishrd nt this time which in many 
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cases continued through life. 
The influence of the professors was 

a pprecia tively referred to in such re
marks: "M•)rC t han what I learned 
from the lessons we had to prepare, I 
am thankful for our professors, for 
what they ta ught me through t heir 
own lives." "The low teacher-student 
ratio which a llowed a g reat deal of 
personal contact with the professors 
and which made for better understand
ing and comprehension of the courses," 
a nd "Deep appreciation of God's power 
demonstrated in the lives of personali
ty, namely i:i the examples of faculty 
members." 

STRESS R.E LATIONSHIPS 
The final item of benefit which some 

stated came their way through the 
Semina ry has been the relationship to 
the North America n Baptist General 
Conference. Note these a nswers: "An 
understanding of the workings of our 
denomination came through those 
year s;" "Knowledge and love for our 
denomination ;" "The wonderful de
nominationa l fa mily relationship;" "A 
sense of denom!national belonging a nd 
fellowship; " and "I appreciated, too, 
the close tics with our denominationa l 
fellowship a nd our m1ss10nary ac
quaintances." All of these give evi
dence of the contribution which t he 
Seminary has made to the life of the 
students in relation to our beloved de
nomination which has p-ovided faith
fully for t he operation of the school 
through the y<::ars. 

We would consider t he a nswers to 
one more qu1•stion in the questionna ire. 
It is: "Wha t do you need most right 
now in order to fulfill your ministry?" 
This is so worded tha t no s tereotyped 
answer is cxp<::cted. Actually the re
spondent could a nswer in such a way 
that it would have no relation to the 
Seminary. Naturally, however, most of 
the r espondents thought of their pres
ent needs in the light of the Seminary's 
ability to supply or, at least, to help to 
meet them. The responses are signifi 
cant. 

We have classified 62 items men
tioned as being related to needs in the 
character rind personal life of the re
spondent. Twenty mentioned that they 
needed more time or "more effec tive 
self-discipline tc ma ke use of time in 
face of a ll rlemands t hat seek to be a 
part of the schedules." Four referred 
to attitudes such as "more discipline in 
study;" "To get rid of t he terrible 
loneliness and discouragements," a nd 
the overcoming of a tendency toward 
cynicism. Twenty-one referred to his 
own devotional, spiritual life such as 
more prayer: "Reading Bible devotion
ally to s tre ngthen a nd hold my faith;" 
"A stronger faith in the reality of God 
a nd His Chr is t;" a nd "Grea ter self
dedication to God." Twenty-nine men
tioned the need personally of such 
qualities as courage, patience faith 
stronger convictions, enduranc~ love' 
enthusiasm, Cirive, understandin'g, en~ 
c~uragement . .. cpoperation. fellowship. 
Eigh t s lat ed tha t there was need of 
a more adequate salary, of a sabbatical 

or t ime off for ~tudy, and of books. 
In t he area of education 6 stated t hat 

t hey needed further training or educa
t ion. Nineteen felt r efresher courses 
were a great need. Listing ar eas of 
study which might meet t heir present 
needs, 22 courses are under Biblical 
Backgrounds, 20 under Heritage and 
Thought, mostly in Theology a nd 
Christ ian E thics. Seventy-two f e l t 
needs in the area of Work and Wi t 
ness with 30 of t hese in Pastoral Coun
seling a nd 10 in Evangelism. I n his 
service in a church or elsewhere 19 
felt the need of a better underst~nd
ing of people in general, of youth and 
the teenagers in particular, or a more 
effective visi ta t i on program. Thirty-six 
needs were in the area of organiza tion 
and adminis t1·ation of a church. Eleven 
were concerned with a better under
standing in dealing with people organi
zationally. T\lvelvc expressed needs for 
further training in leading the opera
tion of a church as seen in these state
ments: "More administration ability 
and discipline ;" "The abili ty a nd know
how to change the status-quo in my 
church a nd at t he same time confront 
those outside with the life-changing 
Gospel;" and "A more thorough knowl
edge of t he practical functioning of 
our .denominational program and pri
ma rily how to employ denominational 
services- financi&lly and otherwise--in 
t he local church for the greatest bene
fit and result to both the local church 
a nd de nomination." Others expressed 
need for .ability in leading a building 
progr;;im, m church extension, in knowl
edge of and procedure in relating one
se!f !o the ecumenical movement. Some 
m1ss10naries expressed need for lan
guage a nd cultural studies. 

It will be noted that some of these 
needs can be supplied by further edu
cation a nd experience on the part of 
th e person a nswering. Other needs, 
however, can only be met by a spirit 
of concern, cooperation a nd involve
me nt on the part of the churches a nd 
God's people as a whole. Pas tors need 
the support of their parishioners and 
fellow Christians in intercessory pray
er. They also need many material a nd 
fi!1~i:icial s.upplies to fulfi ll responsi
b1ht1es which are theirs as they seek 
~o carry ou.t God's plan and purposes 
m the vaned activities of the local 
church a nd denomination. 

T_he genuine sharing of joy a n d 
~ch1evements, of recognized shortcom
ings and needs on the par t of God's 
serv.ants and people in the spir it of 
Christ our Lord, can be of mutual 
s tre~gth a nd understanding to all. The 
s.emmary, the churches, the denomina
tion and the family of God's people 
need to seek to bear one another's 
?urden ~nd also to be faithful in bear
~ng ones own burdens in accomplish
m~ through tht:- Spirit of God the un
fi rnshed work of Christ a nd His church. 

Dr: G~orge A. L ang is Professor of 
Homi~tics and Pastoral Theology a?ul 
co-~rdinator of F'i.eld Work. The above 
Rfndy was made by D1· La d . 7 · · ng urmg 
i1s r ecent .wibbatical leave. 
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ADEQUATE 
TOOLS 

FOR 
PREACHING 

by Donald H. Ma dvig 

T RYING TO preach without 
a n adequate personal library is like 
trying to build houses wi thout h ammer 
and saw. No one would be so foolish 
as to try to build a house without the 
necessary tools, b ut what about the 
preacher? Would our pulpits merit 
greater r espect from our people if our 
pastors were better scholars and the
ologians? We insist that we are m en 
of one book. We insist that t he Bible 
alone is our authority in matters of 
faith and practice. Nevertheless, in our 
earnest desire to be adequate inter
preters of God's Word we must use 
every r esource available to understand 
the message of the Word and to un
derstand the people to whom we 
preach. 

There are various r easons for t he 
inadequacy of some pastors' libraries. 
Some do n ot see t he need. F or them a n 
experience of earth-shaking intensity 
will be required to open their eyes. 
Others are confused as to which books 
it is important to have. I suspect, 
however, that for most m en it is a 
matter of cold hard cash. 

A BUDGET FOR BOOKS 
Three t hings are required in order 

that the minister may have adequate 
resources. First of all, he must have a 
book budget. H~ppy is the pastor who 
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receives a book allowance from his 
church. But if he himself docs not con
sider his libmry important enough to 
merit a portion of his personal income, 
then he should not expect help from 
his congregation. Let him make book 
buying a matter of prayer and include 
it in his budget. P erhaps $100.00 would 
be a good a nnual minimum. 

A BROAD BASE OF RESOURCE 
MATERIALS 

In the second place, a good pla n is 
essent ial. Attention should be given 
primarily to the development of a 
broad base of r e: ference and resource 
materials-commentaries, dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, etc. A man must be 
careful to see tha t he has resources in 
every area of his responsibility-Bible 
study, theology, church history, ser
mon preparat ion, Christian education, 
etc. A caref1J l inventory of his presen t 
libra ry may 1 eveal some very disturb
ing inadequacies. 

A SUPPLEMENTED LIBRARY 
Finally, he should supplement his 

library in whate\·er way he can. It 
would be ideal to be able to buy eYery 
book that we read so as to be free to 
mark it. Nevertheless, he is a wise 
man who with limited funds places h is 
emphasis in buying upon those refer~ 
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encc tools which will be used again 
and again. The preacher ought to read 
widely, but there are many books which 
he will read only once . T hese can be 
obtained from a library. Take time to 
visit the puLlic libraries near you. 
The selection which t hey have in t he 
areas of Bible, Religion, Psychology, 
etc. may surpr ise you. If you a re for
tunate enou~h to live near a seminary, 
you may find their resources available 
to you. Ma ke yourself acquainted with 
the General 'Theological Library, 53 
Mount Vernon S treet, Boston, Massa
chusetts. The almost limitless resources 
of this magnificent library are available 
by mail to any ordained minister in
side the Unit0d States. They even pay 
t he postage both ways! This library 
publishes a bulletin quarterly in which 
t hey list ne•• acquis itions or perhaps 
important books in a certain specific 
field. Let me urge you to send them 
a contributi0n with t he request that 
your name be added to their mailing 
list. 

We are stewards of the Gospel. God 
requires faithfulness in our service. Let 
us do our best to be supplied with ade
quate tools. 

Dr. Donald H. Madvig, associate pro
fessor of Old 'l'es~ament, North Amei'i
can Baptist Sem111ary. 



FROM SEMINARY 

TO AN ESTABLISHED CHURCH 

Rev. Oliver Bender 

As ONE proceeds through the 
va rious exper iences of life there is 
much value in occasiona lly "stepping 
aside" (from one's own self) in order 
to survey as objectively a s is possible 
those experiences. Allow me to rem.i
nisce over my Seminary days a nd to 
share with you some of my personal 
experiences of the past months s ince 
gra duation. 

First, I want to express my t ha nks to 
our denominationa l fa mily for providing 
a Seminar y such a s we have. Socia lly, 
I found that in a n in timate setting 
such as at our Semina ry the invisible 
walls which we: build around ourselves 
are soon broken down. In order to g row 
by helping and sharing with one an
ot her I learned tha t there m ust be a 
fran k accep tance of one another, and 
we m ust make ourselves avai l,able to 
ot hers. Academica lly, I gained a depth 
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and breadth of knowledge which en
ables me to have a proper perspective 
and a stronger understanding of m y 
own pos ition and viewpoints. Spiritual
ly, I experienced a deepening of my 
faith, first, because of Christ's fai t hful
ness in the praC'tical, everyday life
s i tua tions a nd, also, due t o a bet t er 
understanding of my fait h in Chris t 
as a result of my a cademic s tudies. 

Going from Sem.ina ry to the actua l 
field in a specific community is a very 
significa nt transition. The word s 
"a dapt ing" a nd "adjus ting" best de
scribe the per-iod of my lif e since gradu
ation. While I was a t the Seminary 
I wa s busy developing and deepening 
my resources- digging the "resource
wells" from which to draw in the fu
ture. On the act ual field I began to 
apply and impiement these tools a nd 
resources to ~erve t he local church 
membership and the wider community. 
To minis ter to and to serve others with 
that which God has entrus ted to us is 
t he most s ignifica n t challenge of t he 
Christian ministry. 

Another s ignificant word describing 
the pas t months s ince gra dua tion a nd 
coming to Donna, Texas is discover
ing. It has been a rich experience for 
me t o begin to know personally each 
member of the congregation. It is 
equalJy cha llenging to find each mem
ber's special interes ts a nd abilities in 
order to see where in t he church pro
gram each is bes t suited to ser ve. 
Equa lly exciting is the opportunity t o 
discover, to lea rn to know the local 
community. The greater community 
in which Donna is located, commonly 

E DITOR'S NOTE: T hese three a r ticles were written by recent g radua tes 
from t he Seminary who are now serving as a pastor of an es ta blished church 
a church extension pastor, and a chapla in. The men were asked to sha re theit'. 
eva lua tion of seminary tra ining in the lig ht of the ir pre~ent ministries. 

FROM SEMINARY 

TO CHURCH EXTENSION 
I T WAS with a feelin g of un

eas iness tha t I en tered t he Nort h 
Amer ican Ba pt is t Seminary in the fall 
of 1963. I had been somewha t acq uaint 
ed wit h seminary life through my pre
e nrollment program during my four 
years a t nearby S ioux F a lls College. 
But that , I soon found out, wa s a fa r 
cry from wha t seminary was int ended 
to be . 

Wha t really could seminary offer 
me ? To one who had just taken the 
large st ep of marriage somehow the 
10 
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fact of entrance in to a seminary pro
gr'.1111 seemed lacking significance. Wa s 
this really the t ime to t a ke such 
step? And besides, was seminary th: 
place I needed to be? 
Ma~ I say tha t t he return of t ha t 

commitment . has proved itself far be
yond my famtes t anticipation. Semi
nar~ never looked like this from the 
ou ts ide. Experience can only t each 
what a sem inary program reall _you 

I t d y JS. 
. en ere seminary wit h wha t I 
thought was a fi rm convict ion for t he 
pastorat e. God only k nows t ha t tha t 

known as t he Rio Gra nde Valley, is 
a community with two peoples and 
two cultur~s. The Latin or Mexican 
popula t ion out-numbers the Anglo or 
White population. The influences of 
these cultures upon each other a re not 
only outward a nd vis ible but they 
e q u a 11 y influence the genera l ap
proaches to life and t he way of think
ing of the pec,ple. At this point I am 
very gra teful for the H arris's a nd t he 
Sandoval's, our missionaries to t h e 
La t in people in t he Va lley. They h ave 
been mos t helpful in helping us t o 
learn about the Latin people and their 
way of life. Our association and fellow
ship with t he m issiona ries has been 
mut ually s timula ting a nd profitable. 
D uring our short time on the field 
here I am, a!so, beginning to realize 
the importance of discovering the r e
sources of t his community along t he 
line of social agencies such as public 
welfare agencies, marriage counselors 
and agencies dealing with juvenile de~ 
linquents, etc. 

In a ll of this the cha llenge before us 
is to achieve a deep apprecia tion of t he 
people of t his community t hrough a 
sound unders tanding of their inner 
processes a nd a ttitudes. Our cha llenge 
is to iden tify ourselves with them in 
order to minis ter more mea ningfully 
t o their spir itua l as well as o ther 
needs. "We preach J esus Chris t a s 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants 
for J esus' sake." (II Cor. 4 :5b, Good 
News for Mode rn Ma n) . 

Rev . Oliver Bender , pastor, Central 
Valley Bapt ist Church, D onna, T exas. 

Rev. Thomas Krame r 
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conviction was not nearly deep enough 
a nd through my four wonderful years 
at the seminary, H e saw to i t that 
through the influence of a Chris t-cen
tered faculty and staff, a h ealthy and 
relevant st udent body, numerous vis it 
ing guest s an d a growing number of 
field work opportunities, this convic
t ion became more intense and sure. I 
will never forget those days of r eally 
coming t o g r ips with life both through 
contacts within a nd without the semi
nary walls . The really wonderful t hing 
about seminary life is tha t its influence 
nor i ts intended purpose is limited 
only t o i ts campus, but touches your 
whole person and r eaches out wit h you 
into all of society. Seminary life is 
a lways something more than minds 
a nd books, s tudents and professors, it 
is life meeting life where meaningful 
goa ls are met through the direction of 
the Spirit of God. 

In terms of time semina ry is a 
thing of the past but in terms of im
pact it is still very much with me. 

Chaplain David Samf 

"A S I CALL yow· name 
would you please r espond by s ta ting 
the field of service you des ire to enter 
fo llowing graduation from this Semi
nary." These were some of the firs t 
words from Dr. Ma dvig as he began 
t he Old Testament Survey cow·se the 
first day of my semina ry braining. As 
my n ame was called I responded wit h 
'"Chapla incy or Missions." Lit tle did I 
r ealize t hat today r would be experi
encing the r eality of that desire. 

The experiences dur ing seminary days 
when our class would get together for 
prayer and fellowship a re precious 
times r w ill long remember. We would 
pray for each other and the ar eas of 
service God ha d for us. God c er tainly 
answered the pr ayers on my ·behalf in 
a way t hat m ade the im possibility of 
becom.ing a U. S . Air F orce Ch apla in 
(because of a full quota) a poss ibility. 

When President Veninga inform ed 
m e that there existed an open ing in 
the Air Force for a Chaplain from our 
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The preparation it has given me is 
something for which I w ill a lways be 
grateful. H ow t hankful I am that the 
seminary did 11ot gear itself to making 
me the "self-made" man. It is only as 
one who has been t rained to becoming 
the person God intends me to be tha t 
I can effectively accept the new cha l
lenges that come to me everyday. No 
one is r eally fully prepared for the 
future, but one can be prepared t o 
face the present and from these ex
periences we draw our resources to 
deal with future s ituations. 

Church E xtension has been v ery 
challenging. I must say it is a little 
different to be s itting on the other 
side of the fence where, ins tead of the 
relative ease of a r eceiver, you have be
come t he resourceful giver. Its de
manding but VC'ry cha lleng ing and re
warding. 

In Church E xtens ion work one soon 
becomes aw::ire of the importance of 
t he seemingly lit tle t hings that most 
churches t a ke for granted. Things like 
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t he presence of an adequate number 
of fa ithful worshippers and workers, 
those you can count on no ma tter w hat 
is pla nned ; t he confidence that when 
you step out into some thing new you 
won't be left s tanding a lone ; t he joy 
of a dequat e facilities and supplies. 

Yet we do have something here tha t 
many older churches do not have. A 
new taste of sacrifice and t he joy of 
r eally giving your all. The privilege 
of r elating to people's needs, not just 
being bound to a program. The chal
lenge of the now-experience a nd the joy 
of truly welcomed success and grow th. 
No we don't have t o fight t ra dition 
and the fear of cha nge, but we do 
have problems that compare. Please 
pray for us. 

Excuse me please, there are some 
families that I simply have to contact 
today! 

R ev. Thomas R . K ramer, past or, Re
gency Baptist Ohiirch ( Churc1i E x ten
sion Proj ect ) , Lincoln , Nebraska. 

TO THE CHAPLAINCY 
by David A. Samf 

denomination, it seemed almos t too 
good t o be true. Especially is it re
markab le because one week later I 
probably would have committ ed myself 
to a call from a church. H ow I r ejoice 
that God's hand was evident from the 
very beginning. 

When a per son submits to the will of 
God a nd has been a llowed to en ter the 
field of his desire, there can still be 
anxious momen ts. However, after I 
took t he oa th of office in June and 
was commissioned a Chaplain, there 
was no turning ·back. Shortly after my 
ordina tion service on June 30, I said 
goodbye t o my family in Cleveland a nd 
reported to Maxwell AF B in Mont
gomery, Alabam a, for five weeks of 
Cha pla in's Bas ic Or ientation. This 
course is designed t o help a civilian 
clergyman ma ke the adjus tment to 
militru·y li fe. F ollowing graduation I 
r eported to my fir st perman ent duty 
s ta tion a t Little Rock Air Force Base, 
Arkansas. The next week my family 
joined me. 

-My days h ave been filled to capacity 
with opportunities for service that I 
never imagined. The first week o f duty 
consisted of a military funeral , several 
pre-marital counseling sessions, a nd 
one AWOL counseling session. During 
t he second week I talked w ith a young 
airman w ho ha d a ttem pted t o t a ke his 
own li fe with a shotgun. Counseling 
t:akes up most of my t ime a t presen t. 
All t he sessions evolve around the sub
jects of f inance, marria ge and r eligion. 
P rogress with people you counsel is 
extr~mely slow and som etim es frus 
trating, but t he re aire the rewards of 
seeing som e airman ma ke a commit
m ent or a family r eun ited. 

My presen t r esponsibilit y is in t he 

area of religious education. This in
cludes t he youth program as well as 
Sunday School activities . We have a 
S unday School enrollment of 547, in
cluding 46 tea cher s a nd 10 s taff. T he 
military Sunday School presen ts many 
un ique problems, i.e., rapid t ur nover of 
t eaching pers:mnel and t he use of dif
ferent denominationa l m a terials in the 
v a r i o u s departments. Consequent ly 
when a Teacher Training Institut e is 
planned, many unusual factors must be 
considered. It becomes a challenge to 
develop a successful Sunday School 
program with five differ ent denomi
national materials and 46 t eacher s 
from differ en t backgroun ds. 

The flight line or wor k areas of t h e 
Airmen is another phase of my minis
try. This involves the men who work 
on the a irplanes as well as those who 
fly them . T his minis try p rimarily con 
s is ts of v isit ation in the a reas, m aking 
myself available to t he men for dis
cussion and counsel. Included in the 
flight line minist ry is the vis iting of 
crews pr ior to their departure to t he 
war zone. 

Fortunately with an administra tive 
s taff, paperwork is limit ed for the 
Chaplain. Studying and pr ea ching a re 
a reas t hat b ecome m ore enjoyable as 
time goes on . Presently I preach about 
three t imes •a mont h. 

Each day is differen t and filled with 
new ventures. It m ay be a w ork of en
cow·agement to one airma n and a lis 
tening ear to another . .. ea ch e:iq>e ri
ence directed toward helping airmen 
fin d the <real meaning and purpose in 
lif e with Jesus Christ. 

Chaplain (Captain) Dav id A . Samf, 
Little Rock Air Fo1'ce Base, Arkansas. 
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A PLAN of faith, hard work 
and results best describes the feelings 
mixed together for m any of us present 
recently at the Grand Opening celebra
tions of the Jickijem Maternity Center 
near Banso. 

Dr. R. Schilke, Rev. Fred Folkerts, 
Pastor Nteff who is the Cameroons 
Baptist Convention executive secretary, 
the Fon of Oku, neighboring Fons, 
teachers, church workers, our Banso 
m issionaries and over 2,000 natives 
were there for this grand occasion. 

In 1965 we received a letter from the 
Jickijem people in forming us tha t a 
previous Acting Field Secretary of our 
mission had promised them that a dis
pensary would be built for them. By 
this time a plan had been developed 
by our Medical Committee to expand 
our medical program through com
munity project maternity centers, staff
ed by trained Cameroonian personn el 
and run largely on a self-supporting 
basis. 

That same year we replied to the 
J ickijem people t hat the requiremen ts 
for a materity center and dispensary 
were that a road must be built to the 
dispensary site and that suitable build
ings be provided by the people of the 
area. Much to our surprise we were 
given a letter in December of 1965 in
viting us to visit Jickijem with the 
Fon to select a site so t he work coulrl 
begin. So we traveled over the "road" 
to J ickijem, and the F on gave us a 
large, fai rly level site in a valley near 
lhe large rushing stream. 

At the time we did not have staff 
available, but knowing the speed with 
w.hich things move here, we were plan
ning in faith that we would have staff 
avai lable when the buildings were 
ready. 

. From January to March of 1966, a 
nice three room dispensary building 
was completed with a zinc roof, and in 
May we held our first Saturday clinic 
the~e. That first cl inic will long re
main a memory for several reasons. 
First, the size of it-nearly 400 people 
were seen :md treated that day. Sec
ond, the conduct of the men, especially 
the village "big men"-they sat under 
the trees and allowed the women and 
children to be treated first. This is 
exactly opposite of usual African fash
ion. They later explained that they had 

A PLAN 
OF FAITH, 

HARD WORK 
AND RESULTS 

by Peter E. Fehr 

Ded ica1ion of Maternity Center at Jiki
jem, West Cameroon. 

decided if we were going to run short 
of medicine or time to treat a ll these 
people who had come, the men would 
forfeit their chance for the women and 
children. Remarkable! 

After that we carried on a regular 
Saturday clinic every eight weeks, 
treating between 300 and 400 people 
each visit. There was a lot of talk but 
no progress on the remaining two 
buildings-the maternity building and 
the midwife's house. 

Finally in June of 1967, we held a 
meeting w ith the village leaders to ex-

plain that a midwife was posted to 
J ickijem. She would be sent there as 
soon as the remaining work was com
pleted. Suddenly all excuses disappear
ed and the wo1.1k began. In two weeks 
the midwife's house was ready for a 
roof. Then the maternity building was 
buil t and roofed, but again the enthusi
asm lagged. If only the midwife could 
be seen at work, they could finish these 
little things. But now it seemed so 
hard. 

At the August clinic, I annou~ced 
that the midwife's husband, who is a 
teacher, would be coming the next 
week. His wife would follow as soon as 
all was ready. I know they dou~ted 
me because when the teacher arnved, 
he 'wrote to me explaining that nothing 
was ready. But the day afterh hef. arj 
rived a meeting was held, t e ma 
work "vas divided out and the next 
week all was in or der. ·ed th 

To finish it off, we plaster e 
walls and cemented the floors. At ~~~ 
October clinic the m idwife cam~ :-"1 

us and stayed with a ll the me t cmest 
Then there was the scramble do Pt hu 

· g an e all in order for the operun N h 
happy word that a visitor from t°~t 
America was going to be presen <:>r 
the opening. The program ..,vas put m 
order. And at last the big daY washhere. 

All these memories go throug. our 
heads as we listen to the words of 
pra ise and encouragemen t give~?Y t~he 
many speakers. Then the de ~ca wn 
prayer by P astor Kemei, tlle ~nspecf 
tion by Dr. Schilke and the 0~ 0 

Oku, and the rest of the ce~ebr.atwns 
were dancing and feasting 1n JOY of 
what they had received. k b 11 A plan of faith, hard wor · ~ .a 
concerned and now results: medicine 
close at hand, deliveries safe and at
tended in their own village, and. treat
ment available for injuries .and illness
es when they occur r ather than after a 
long, hard eight hours walk to Banso 
or Belo. 

It was hard work, but it was worth 
it. As we preach the gospel message 
before each clinic begins, we pray that 
there will be healing found there for 
many, both in body and soul. 

Dr. PRter E. F ehr is ci medical doctor 
and North American Baptist Genm:az 
Conference missionary, Banso. Baptist 
Hospital, W est Cameroon, Afnca. 

Opening of Maternity Center at Jikijem. West Cameroon, 
Dr. Richard Schilke (center. I. lo r.). Hon of Oku, Rev. Fred C. 
Folkerts and Dr. Peter E. Fehr. 

Christian Mbekum, Church teacher; (!. to r.), Mr. Tawah. 
School Manager; Mrs. (Rachel) Tawah, Midwife: and Rev. 
Stephen Nteff. Executive Secretary, Cameroon Baptist Conven
tion. 
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organizations, has usually received 
more than one-half of the annual de
nominational budget. More growth 
could have been seen if our budget 
would have increased and ex"Panded 
more rapidly. 

A small portion of the annual opera
tional budget fo1· the Missionary Soci
ety was used each year in capital in
vestments to provide homes for mis
sionaries, chapels for churches, and 
transportation vehicles on the mission 
fields. Seldom ha5 this amount exceed
ed $25,000 per year for the various 
fields at home and abroad. It is a mar
vel how much this little did accomplish. 
Much more could have been used but 
this area was always the first to be 
cut back in order to keep the total 
budget with in a reasonable figure 
which we believed could be raised by 
the voluntary contribut ions of God's 
people in our churches. 

URGENT CAPITAL NEEDS 
Since the area of capital investments 

is the area which annually experienced 

URGENT NEEDS 
OF HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

by Richard Schilke 

THE MISSION Advance Pro
gram is the name chosen for our mil
lion dollar capital funds drive to be 
launched this year. It means an ad
vance over the present operational 
needs in our missionary program at 
home and abroad. Without this spe
cial advance certa in great needs will 
not be met or else our annual budget 
will need to be increased to a prohibi
t ive figure. These special needs are all 
classi.fied as capital investments, one 
time expenditures, non-recurrent items. 
It is thus fit ting that we should launch 
a special drive and exert ourselves in 
giving beyond our normal giving of 
the past in order that these special 
needs may be met. 

AN EXPANDING RECURRENT 
BUDGET 

Our missionary and denominational 
program has grown and expanded in 
the last twenty years. These twenty 
years have seen the beginning of our 
home missions among the Indians in 
Canada and the expansion of o u r 
Spanish American mission from Colo
rado to Texas. During this same period 
our foreign mission work in Japan and 
in Brazil were begun. The number of 
missionaries in these years has grown 
from approximately 20 to the present 
100. Year by year with few exceptions 
the annual budget was increased until it 
has grown from about $400,000 to the 
present $1,250,000 for all denomina
t ional needs. The Missionary Society, 
one of our denominational cooperating 
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the greatest cut back, it is only natural 
that there ic; an accumulation of needs 
which build up ever the years. In addi
tion, each year presents its own needs 
in an on-going program of missions. 
Additional homes are needed and old 
homes must be replaced. Mission cars 
need to be replaced periodically and 
the ftcct of cars grows with the num
ber of missionaries. Proper means of 
transportation is very vital if the work 
is to be done effectively. 

Where are these dire needs to be 
found? With the return to J apan of 
Rev. and Mrs. Edwin C. K ern, we are 
opening a new station in the city of 
Nagoya, the third largest city in Ja
pan. We purchased land, which is ex
pensive, and arc in the process of 
building a home for the K ern family. 
We had no financial provision in this 
year's budget for this and had to make 
advances against future contributions. 
Land and a rhapel are also needed for 
this field. 

The Osaka Biblical Seminary in Ja
pan is entering the final stages of its 
building program. A dining hall for the 
students is a must by late summer. 
Dormitories for men and women are 
urgently needed. A plan was submitted 
by the missionaries that if all could 
be built at once, there would be a 
saving of about $15,000 for each of the 
three missions involved or a total sav
ing of over $40,000. This is good econo
~Y and. appr0\·~1 was given, but again 
it reqmred a sizable advance against 
the contributions of future years. 

In Cameroon and Nigeria we have 
finally found a solution to the press
ing problem of high school education 
for our missionary children. Hillcrest 
School in Jos, Nigeria offers us this 
solution through our becoming an affili
ated member or cooperating mission 
of the school. There are two require
ments for such affiliation : capital in
vestments and a teacher for a certain 
number of children. The latter requires 
a home in addition to the investment 
in the school itself. We have filed t he 
application J'or affiliation. The accept
ance will mean an advance of funds 
against future years since we have no 
budget provision this year. 

In one area of our home mission 
fields we are meeting for the second 
year in leased quarters. We have an 
option to purchase and notice has now 
been served us to purchase by spring 
or lose both option and lease. If we 
purchase, it will again mean that from 
somewhere funds must be secured since 
there is no budget provision for this 
need. 

WHAT l\1AP WILL DO! 
The General Conference in Detroit 

decided that $300,000 of the capital 
funds drive should be designated for 
home and foreign missions. A question 
was raised as to where these $300,000 
will be spent. We could have supplied 
needed proi~cts totaling twice that 
amount if we would have been asked 
in advance to prepare a list. The list 
has now been prepared and is approved, 
keeping to the maximum to ta 1 of 
$300,000. 

MAP will provide a missionary home 
and two chapels on our Spanish-Ameri
can fields. MAP will provide several 
missionary homes, chapels and station 
wagons in Brazil where we have just 
begun our missior. and are in need of 
all. MAP will make possible the affili
ation with Hillcrest School in J os, Ni
geria and thus set the minds and hearts 
of our missionary parents at ease when 
it comes to high school education for 
their children. MAP will build mission
ary homes in Cameroon at various 
places, chapels at our educational in
stitutions, and possibly a rural health 
center in Nigeria where we have now 
placed a doctor. MAP will complete 
the final building stages at Osaka Bib 
lical Seminary in Japan and make pos
sible the expansion of our work into 
another city so that the gospel may be 
proclaimed to those in the land of the 
Rising Sun but in whose hearts the 
Son of God ha~ not yet risen. 

Yes, MAP is urgently needed. You, 
dear reader, are urgently needed to 
undergird this program of mission ad
vance. Ask yourself what God would 
have you do beyond \Vhat you are do
ing. "And prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it." 

Dr. Richard Schilke, General Mis
sionm'Y Secrota?'Y, No 1· th American 
Batptist General Conference. 
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NEW MISSIONARY FILMSTRIPS 
A LAY LOOK AT OUR MEDICAL MINISTRY IN CAMEROON. Tape and 

Script-14 min. 
A LAY LOOK AT OUR EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY IN CAMEROON. Tape 

Script-10 min. 
A LAY LOOK AT OUR CHURCH MINIS'I1RY 'IN CAMEROON. Tape and 

Script-12 min. 
A Ken Anderson Films Production. Presented from a layman's point of 

view and described in layman's language. A dedicated couple takes you on 
a trip to our largest mission field. The church, medical and educational min
istries of our mission work in Cameroon are interestingly and vividly por
trayed. The presentations will appeal to all age groups. 

BUlLDING BRI DGES FOR CHRIST IN JAPAN. Tape and Script- 18 min. 
A realistic portrayal of our m issionary work in Japan. It is an up-to

date accoun t of our evangelistic efforts and the educational program of 
preparing J apanese for the Christian ministry. 

The special Cameroon series, "A Lay Look ... " can be purchased for 
$10.00 per filmstrip, script and tape, or $25.00 for all t hree. The Japan one 
is priced at $10.00. 

Any one of these may be rented for a missionary offering or $2.00 rental 
fee. 

These are available from: Promotional Department, 7308 Madison 
Street, For est Park, Illinois 60130. 

Canadian churches may rent the above by writing to: Christian Tra in
ing Institute, 10810-78th Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta. 

BOO k Q€Vl€WS 
By B . C. Sch reiber 

CHRISTIAN REFLECTIONS by C. S. 
Lewis. Eerdmans-1967-$3.95. 
The most pleasant and surprising 

element in this series of lectures 
is that while you read them you 
get the impression that Mr. Lewis 
is sitting on a park bench talk
ing to you. He has such a n easy, 
conversationa l style that you forget 
how thoroughly literate and intellec
tual he really is. Even beyond this you 
never lose s ight of the fact that he is 
a Christian gentleman. He makes no 
claim of being a theologian yet all 
of his essays are permeated with the 
highest and best of theological thought. 

On the other hand he can make the 
s imple sublime. Speaking about futility 
he says: "The universe, as we have ob
served it, does not appear to be in 
any sense good as a whole, though it 
throws up some particula r details 
which are very good indeed-straw
berries and the sea and sunrise and 
the song of the birds." 

If a n improvement could be made 
(and this reviewer is in no wise capable 
of improving Mr. Lewis) then it should 
be in the area of paragraphs. Som e 
of them are over a page long. This 
is merely eye appeal and has no bear
ing on the contents. 
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JESUS OUR CONTEMPORARY, by 
Geoffrey Ainger. Seabury-1967-128 
pages-$3.50. 
The author is not one of those who 

believes that "the old plan of salvation 
speaks to us as it did to our grand
fathers." He is not the respectable 
pastor of a suburban church. Mr. 
Ainger's "Church" is in t he Clarendon 
district of London, a multi-racial 
trouble spot where violence is no 
stranger. In search of the Christ who 
is his contemporary, he le ft the 
church a nd went into the streets. He 
!ooks at J esus, the Victim of Golgatha, 
m order to see why it is t hat his suf
fering brings good news for all the 
world's victims a nd transforms our 
atti~urles toward victims of every kind. 
. His "altar c_all" in the last chapter 
1s not to t he smner outside the church 
but to the Christian: "The call to re
spond to what God is doing in t he 
~orld today is a call into insecurity. It 
is ~ call into a spontaneity of ministry 
~hich can be adequately described only 
m terms of the work of t he Holy Spirit 
and of a servant community which has 
begun to live the life of faith." 

He agrees with Bonhoeffer th at we 
t hrow ourselves utterly in the arms of 
~od and participate in his suffer ings 
m t he world and watch with Christ in 
Gethsemane. 

,~,. .... 

~ ~G reate7' 
Works ~ 

Shall Ye i 

BY MRS. HERB ERT HILLER, 
Woodside, New York, 

President Woman's Missionary Union 

THE CHALLENGE OF LENT 
. Some people anticipate Lent as the 

time when t hey are not allowed to in
dulge or participate in certain foods 
or activities. Abstinence is a religious 
~us_t, _but not necessarily a voluntary 
disc1plme. There is merit in such a 
system. But how much more effective 
a person's life can be when t here is 
genuine Christian commitment to the 
ta~k of everyday Jiving ! We sometimes 
Pnde ourselves on our religious free
dom, but do so little with it. Christ en
dured a~tacks, both physical and spiri
t ual, Prior to His death on the Cross· 
therefore, it behooves us as His fol~ 
lowers, in t his season, to consider our 
measure of cross-bearing. 

Lent, meaning "spring" has become 
for Christia ns a remembra nce of our 
Lord's passion. If observed in a m ood 
?efitting its solemnity a nd significance 
it may well usher in a springtime for 
the soul. As by an inner instinct or 
persuasion we refrain from self-in
dulgence and focus on the great work 
of redemption. 
~eals for Missions is meant to be 

~ rich, worthwhile experience Fit i t 
mt · · o _your da ily routine, or break your 
routine to fit it in-whichever brings 
you the greatest spiritual, miss ionary 
and prayer returns. 

On March 1st Christian women of 
the world will gather to observe the 
Wor~d Day of P rayer. This has been a 
service of inspiration to ma ny of you 
through the years. The t heme "Bear 
One Another's Burdens" (Gal. 6 :2) , 
as developed by Mrs. Ray Yahn and 
Mrs. John Kokot, couldn't be a ny m ore 
pers~nal. Besides prayer fellowship, it 
~equ~res actual involvement in burden-

earmg; the needs outlined a re many. 
Be _a pa~ticipant in your local society 

or city-wide venture of Protestant 
:?t~en on . M~rch 1. Then continue 

the disciplined prayer program 
0! your own for our Meals for Mis
sions. Yours Will be t he spiritual growth 
and the victory! 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
l\farch 1968 

THEI\m: "Bear One Another's Bur
dens" 

O FFERING: toward our $90 000 
WMu Project ' 

Please mak_e checks payable to 
No~ American Baptists Inc and 
de_si~ate it toward t he' Wo~an's 
Missionary Union "World D Of 
Prayer Offering"; 7308 Madis~; St. 
Forest Park, Ill. 60130 ' 

BAPTIST HERALD 

0 

z 
0 -

z 
cC -t
(/) ·-a: 
:c 
0 

0 

a: 
0 
I&. 

(/) 

cC 
w 
c -
w 
0 
a: 
::::> 
0 
(/) 
w 
a: 

0 

The Sunday School 
Secretary I •v sh., •• L. sam••• 

YouR SUNDAY School Sec
r etary is an important person! S he is 
the Superintendent's best assistant be
cause she probably knows more about 
the Sunday school than any other per
son. If you want details, attendance 
figures, supply information-'CUlything 
that pertains to the Sunday school-
just ask the secretary! 

QUALITIES 
Whom should you choose for your 

Sunday school secretary? A wise choice 
is someone 'who is faithful to the Lord, 
the church, and to any previous duty. 
Never ask a person to 'be secretary be
cause she is not qualified to teach. The 
qualifications for a Sunday school sec
retary should ·be the same as for a 
teacher, only with added secretarial 
skills. 

There are many qualities a Sunday 
school secretary should possess. Spirit
uaJJy, she must be a .born-again Chris
tian, an example of Christ, faithful to 
H is Word a nd His work. She must be 
a member in good standing of the local 
church as she often serves as the 
church's r epresentative. Physically, she 
must be healthy and able to be faith
ful in attendance; she must be neat 
and clean, well-groomed, wearing a 
smile. Socially, she must have a pleas
ing personality; be patient, t horough, 
cooperative, orderly, not easily upset. 
A real love and concern for people is 
essential. Mentally, she must ,be alert, 
able to organize, efficient and quick in 
detail work, accurate, and able to type 
or write legibly. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
The responsibilities of the Sunday 

school secretary are many and varied. 
She is often the burden~bearer who 
gives saorificial service without public 
recognition. Her specified weekly and 
monthly duties include the taking and 
recording of minutes of all Sunday 
school meetings, the accurate keeping 
of Sunday school attendance records, 
the addition and removal of names to 
and from the Sunday school roll, the 
care of all Sunday school correspond
ence; reminding workers of coming 
meetings, preparing new class rolls, 
keeping all m ater ials in an orderly 
fashion, and ordering a nd distributing 
the Sunday school m aterial each quar
ter. 

The Sunday school secretary must 
always be on time (that is, at least 
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fifteen minutes early). This is an ex
tremely important part of her work. 
Everything must be in order before 
Sunday school begins. She must be 
willing to assist superintendents with 
information when needed, and to work 
quickly and calmly. She must also be 
faithful in attendance and participation 
in all Sunday school meetings and 
Worker's Conferences. The attendance 
board in t he sanctuary is under her 
care and must be changed promptly 
and inconspicuously each week. 

In some Sunday schools the secre
tary is also responsible for sendin g 
cards for birthdays, new members, visi
tors, absentees, or illnesses; for keep
ing a permanent record file of all Sun
day school members; for n otifying 
teachers of a bsentees; or for keeping 
a history of the Sunday school and/or 
a memory album. The Sunday school 
secretary is often responsible for t he 
detail work of a promotional contest
t he points, prizes, etc. However, in all 
of these cases i t is wise for another 
person to be appointed. 

One of the important responsibilities 
of the Sunday school secretary is t he 
ordering of the quarterly supplies. This 
should be done about eight weeks be
fore the new quarter begins to insure 
the a1Tival of all needed material on 
time. Before the order is placed wi th 
Roger Williams Press, the secretary 
should check wHh each department 
superin tendent or teacher for the 
amount of each material to order and 
the type desired (where more than one 
type is offered) . It is always wise to 
order a few more supplies than are 
presently needed in each department, 
thus allowing for new members during 
the quarter. This evaluation of needed 
material is always necessary because 
of the constant fluctuation in sizes of 
classes and departments. The supply 
order would then be placed clearly on 
an official order blank from Roger Wil
liams to insure receiving exactly what 
you want. Recheck the order blank to 
m ake sw·e your numbers are really 
where you want them. When the order 
arrives, check the contents car efully 
with the order blank to be sure all 
material is accounted for. If there are 
any _problems in your order, write im
mediately to the Bookstore so that 
everything will be straightened out be
for~ the quarter ·begins. The new ma
terials should be distributed to the 
teachers the last Sunday of the old 
quarter. 

THE DEPARTMENTAL SECRETARY 
In a larger Sunday school the de

partmental secretaries work with the 
general secretary in carrying out their 
work. The departmental secretary will 
take care of the materials for his de
partment such as distributing attend
ance books, passing out Sunday school 
papers, and distributing Sunday school 
supplies when they arrive. He will also 
count his department offering (or take 
it to the proper place), get the depart
ment attendance figure, greet new pu
pils and be sure proper information 
(name, address, phone, birthday, school 
grade, etc.) is received, and remind 
teachers of coming meetings. The gen
eral secretary will train the depart
mental secretaries who in turn train 
the class secretaries. In the smaller 
Sunday school t he general secretary 
also does the work of the departmental 
secretaries. 

WORKING SPACE 
The church should provide a central

ly-located office for the secretary, 
equipped with necessary materials, 
facilities, and storage space. Th.is office 
should be large enough for a file cabi
net, desk, chairs and cupboards for 
supplies. 

AN IMPORTANT PERSON 
The Sunday school secretary m ust be 

sold on the work of the Sunday school. 
She must n'!alize its importance in 
evangelism and Christian nurture. Along 
with this, she must r ealize the import
ance of her part of the Sunday school 
operation. Her attitude and efficiency 
will carry t hroughout the entire Sun
day school. 

Sunday school secretary, you are im
portant! Do your work as un to the 
Lord. Colossians 3:17 says "And what
soever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. . . . " 

Miss Sharon L. Samson is D irector 
of Christian E ducation at Redeemer 
Baptist Church, W arren, Michigan. 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

Faszer, Rev. Isador, 917 Rottkamp 
Street, Valley Stream, L. I., New 
York 11580 New parsonage address. 

Fink, Rev. Glenn D., 401 Williams 
Street, Victor, Iowa 52347. 

Hisel, Rev. John W., 1825-180th Avenue 
N.E., Bellevue, Wash. 98004 

Timmreck, Joanne, 900 C. Crescent, 
Apt. 3, Wheaton, Illinois 60187 

Gutowski, Dr. and Mrs. Willi D., Bap
tist Mission, WarWar, P.M.B. Ndu, 
via Bamenda, Federal Republic of 
Cameroon, West Africa 

Rabenhorst, Miss Ruth E., 317 South 
8th, Watertown, Wisconsin 53094 

Reddig, Miss Laura E., Cathay, North 
Dakota 58422 

Schilke, Mr. Clifford H., Cameroon 
Baptist Mission, West Cameroon, 
B.T.T.C., Great Soppo, P. 0. Box 65, 
Buea F ederal Republic of Cameroon 
West' Africa. ' 
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B. C. SCHREIBER 

A. '.rEA.~ 
l>at;e . ,.... G GTn~E . .... ar ] v 4.0 

THE~: Foa c i s1, 1968 
l>}t \Va 01"l ."rr.. 

Scriptu_ A.\'En u.coSUS 
re JoJui 17· 

THE C]!:l'i'rR ·l , 6-10, 20_24 
keeps us in . AL 'l'Bou 
unites us i fellowsh i <?IIT. Prayer 

n fellowsh·P with God and 
INTRODu cr 1P With man 

of intercessor I ON. A e . · .. 
achievemen t Y Prayer i g nuine spmt 
faith and · I~ t akes s not a small 
when you sacrifice to tgh~eat strength , 

are ;,... mk f th 
self. J esus h ~·. desperat o o ers 
ample. It wa~s given us ae n7ed your-
personal d When he Pn est ly ex

an"'er th was in t t safety of oth"' a t he th grea es 
Many Ch . e~s. ough t of t he 

. r1stian h 
that mtercesso s ave the · . 
accomplish ry Praye . unpress1on 

ea aft r 1s more s·1 needs are er au th . ea 1 Y 
free t o suppJied and e1r per sonal 

concc>nt r at they are left 
oth~rs. But how ni~n on the needs of 
arrive a t such a Y Christians ever 
We ar e more co st~te of contentment? 
others when w nsc1ous of the needs of 
Wh e feel 

en we Pray for t our ~wn need. 
others we disco he forgiveness of 
forgiven ; When wveer that we too are 
of others we too fin~ray f?r the healing 
we pray for guidan healmg; and when 
cover that the ce of others we dis-
for us also. way becomes clear er 

siL· FINTEJohRCESSION F OR 
· n 17 :1. Y OUR-

It is not selfish 
present Your ow to come to God and 
of other s. Th n i:eeds before those 
cleansing ana er;:, ~ust be a period of 
make you rgiveness in order to 

worthy of . t 
your fellow:nan J m ~reeding for 
pure in hear t ~h ~~us said t hat "the 
and humil ity a a see God." Purity 
ingful interces~e necessary for m ean
ask God to re on. How else can you 
one else's m?~e a spli.nter in some-

eye i f there 1s a beam in your own. 
Jesus realized t h . . . e importance of 

pra~i.ng for hunself. It was not a selfish 
~etition . He asked for honor and bless
ing only for the purpose of bringing 
more ~onor and glory to h is F ather . 
It rem1_nds us t hat all of man's living 
and dying ought to be for the glory 
of God. 

II. INTERCESSION FOR y OU R 
LOVED ONES. John 17:6-10. 

Ther,e is an old saying that the gates 
to God s temple, where prayer is heard 
are constructed in such a way that ~ 
ci:ristian can enter only w h e n he 
brings others along with him Jesus did 
not wish to live alone in he.aven with 
his Father, nP.ither do we have t he de
sire to be in heaven without our loved 
ones. 

Even though Jesus does not pray for 
the world, at the same t ime he does 
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not pray that his disciples be taken 
out of it. Their place is not in some 
hideaway. Their place is be ing about 
Christ's business, serving t he world. 

ill. INTERCESSION F OR A WID
ER F ELLOWSHIP. John 17:20-24. 

J esus pray·:?d for h imself, his disciples 
and then on to an ever widening circle. 
He actually had us in mind today. To 
pray for the world can become such 
a broad undertaking tha t the issue is 
lost in generalit ies. As much as possi
ble we must remain with specifics. 
This is wha t J esus was doing. The 
unity of the fellowship was important 
to him and be<'ause this is one of our 
weak areas we ought to make it a pri
mary concern in our intercessory pray
er today. 

Questions for Discu ssion 
1. J esus said, "For God so loved the 

world," and he also said, "I pray not 
for the world." How do you expla in th is 
seeming inconsistency? 

2. Discuss some of your personal 
difficulties in praying for others. Is 
it merely a form or a genuine concern ? 

3. What did Jesus mean when he 
prayed that we might be one? Does it 
seem possible that Chr istians can ever 
uni te? 

A TEACIIlNG GUIDE 
Date : April 7, 1968 

THEME: THE VICTORY OF 
T HE CROSS 

Scripture: J ohn 19:17-30 

THE CENTR AL THOUGHT. Th e 
cross, t he 1ign of capi ta l punishment, 
became the symbol of God's eternal 
love. 

I NTRODUCTI ON. J e s u s r eal ized 
that he had little time left on earth. 
I n the Garden of Gethsemane he settled 
his personal decision by putting his 
life into the hands of his F a ther . "Not 
my will, but thine be done" was h is 
earnest pray.~r. The song we of ten 
sing "It was alone the Savior prayed" 
has special significance for he got 
absolutely no help from his sleeping 
disciples. However, he did not forget 
them and that is why we have the 
wonderful and meaningful prayer of 
intercession. 

Today we see sin in a ll its cruel 
and agonizing form. All t he love, t he 
goodness and compassion of God were 
revealed in the sacrifice of his Son. 
It was God a t his best over against 
t he world a t it s worst. 

It was a manifestation of God's glory 
which was climaxed in the supreme 
moment, when from a worldly point of 
view it seemed to spell t ragedy to the 
great mission of Jesus. John's Gospel 
is the story of Jesus' glory and ac
cording to the record "the hour had 

come for the Son of man to be glori
fied." The cross is still t he emblem of 
victory even though momentarily it 
looked like defeat. 

I. CHRIST ON THE CROSS. John 
19 :17-22. 

Humanly speaking it would h ave 
been easy for J esus to escape and even 
to avoid the crnss. But the inescapable 
"must" remained with h im. He was now 
in a battle of physical endurance. Like 
an ordina ry criminal he was forced to 
bear his cross to the place of execu
tion. Even the description of the place 
- Golgatha, 1"!1e place of a skull- has 
an ominous and fearful sound. 

In our prasent generation in wh ich 
r eporting includes the description of 
every gory detail, the record which 
John and the other gospel writers give 
us seems quite ordinary and factua l. 
Many people were eyewitnesses of such 
an event at one t ime or another and 
therefore this was nothing unusual. 

II. THE SOLDIERS BELOW THE 
CROSS. John 19 :23-24. 

To the Roman soldiers this was just 
another duty wh ich had to be per
formed and their natures were hard
ened to torture and suffering. They 
were interested only in the "fringe 
bene fi ts" whkh gave them t he r ight 
to divide the personal effects of the 
doomed men. The fact that Jesus was 
crucified between two national revolu
tionaries made no difference to them. 
They were so concerned about their 
li ttle gambling game that they were 
not aware that the Son of God was 
dying on a cross. 

I II. T HE GRIEF -STRICKEN SPEC
TATORS. John 19 :25-30. 

According to Luke the women stood 
sorrowfully at a distance. It is never 
easy to see your loved ones suffer 
and yet it is impossible to keep awa~ 
from them in their hour of need. Jesus 
had no d ifficulty r ecognizing his mother 
and was aware of her sorrow. H is last 
act of love was the committing of h is 
mother into the care of John the be
loved disciple. We wonder \~hy t his 
~as necessary when according to Jew
ish Jaw Jesus' b rothers should have 
been the legal guardians. 

His last words were, "It is finished." 
T he salvation 0f the world was ac
complished. Now it must be published 
and procla imed. 

Quest ions for Discussion 
1. Why did the Chr istians adopt the 

cross r ather thar: t he stone from the 
empty tomb as their symbol? 

~· T o the Jews and Romans cr uci
fix10.n was a disgrace. H ow did Jesus 
glorify. the cross through his death ? 

3. Di.a you eve~ have an opportunity 
of t urning defeat mto victory? 

BAPTIST HERALD 
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A PILOT PROGRAM 
FOR OLDER PERSONS 

by Mildred & Helmut Dymmel 

Planning Committee of a Pilot Project on Our Ministry with Older Persons, foster Avenue Baptist Church, Chicago. Illinois. 
Mr. Eugene Schmidt. (I. to r.) Mrs. Lena Berge, Mr. Paul Schroeder, Mrs. Helmut Dymmel. Mrs, G. K. Zimmerma n, Mrs. Ca rl 
Jenkins, Rev. Clarence Walth, Mrs. Evelyn Hinze!. Rev. G. K. Zimmerman, Mr. Carl Jenkins, Rev. Helmut Dymmel. Mr. Walter 
Pankratz, Mr.>. Ibse Mallenhauer. 

G OVERNMENT, federal and 
local, is eager to foster groupings of 
older cit izens for leisure activities. 

Not every church, though, can have 
an older adult program. Yet she who 
does will be surprised and enriched. 
It takes the r ight caliber of adults, of 
leader ship, and of program. 

What do we mean by such a pro
gram? This : retired men and women 
of age 65 and well over meet in their 
church once or twice a month or even 
once a week for retreat, planning, 
lu nch, ser vicP., learning, discussion, 
play, lectur.'!s and films- withal four 
or five hours of joyous re-creation. 

T he program centers around their 
church, thei r neighborhood, the Bible 
and missions, and wider horizons. It's 
informal and serves to reassure the 
lone, give di rection and meaning, dis
cover their creative share in the stream 
o[ significant living. 

The program does not conflict with 
t h at of other church organizations, 
which usually meet for merely one 
hour a month or week and remain in 
th~ main a side mirror. The older adult 
program. on 1 he other hand, is varied, 
comprehensive, outgoing, pathfinding 
and welcoml"'s every new challenge. Its 
eminent concern, though, is and r e
mains the individual and his construc
tive drives whatever they are and 
wherever they lead. 

For example, the pilot project we 
.are privileged to serve and obs~rve 8:t 
Foster Avenue Baptist Church m Chi
cago started with fifteen persons, that 

March 1, 1968 

is, with about 5 per cent of the church 
roll. They had been the core of the 
previous church generation. They now 
have an assured retirement income by 
dint of work and thr ift. They had al
ways been busy in church, and still are. 
They are of an alert, outgoing, con
cerned and inquiring mind and never 
say die. They know their worth and 
covet appreciation. They speak their 
minds and have a memory stored w ith 
successful living. And they abound with 
loyalty to theh· church, the Bible, and 
theit· denomination. They relish no drab 
sameness and look to their leaders for 
stimulating contacts with life around 
them and beyond. They wish, however , 
to stay assured that they have long 
ago chosen that good part which shall 
not be taken away from them in to
day's upsetting confusion. They enjoy 
reminiscir.g, work i n g for welfare, 
studying the Dible, Christian answers 
to burning questions, seeing foreign 
parts on films and learning the reasons 
and aspects of world missions. They 
say with 85-year-old Caleb: "Give me 
this mounta in," Joshua 14 :12. 

But all this is tackled at a pace be
fitting their peace of mind and slow
ing step. 

The leaders of such a group should 
be "head and shoulder above the 
crowd," not because of their back
ground, standing and empathy, but 
foremost owing to t he ir approval by 
the pastor and the official board. 

The leaders will accept the advice 
of the pas.tor. The group will trust 
them clmgmgly, as the programming 

remains a cooperative thrust in which 
their keen insights enjoys respect. 

The leaders will help the individual 
discover new facets of himself and the 
group, explore new frontiers of value 
and effect. It is plumb soul rewarding. 

The group's charm of deeds cannot 
but alert others in the neighborhood. 
It will be a means of drawing them into 
its unique blessings. The church will 
t hus be welcome to cast her net for 
stable believers to further growth and 
outreach. 

We are for tunate to have in the Rev
erend Gideon Zimmermann, general 
secretary of the Department of Chris
tian Educa~ion, a foresighted execu
tive •vho has initia ted research and ga
thered a wealth of guidelines for the 
building of such older adult units. This 
material is lucid and compelling. A 
questing post card will put at your 
disposal the answer to whatever ques
tion you may mull and dispel any 
doubts that thrall . 

Rev. and Mrs. H. G. D ymmel are 
co-leaders of the pilot program on 
Our Ministry with Older Persons, at 
the Foster A veniw Baptist CT~urch, 
Chicago, Illinois. Rev. and Mrs. Dym~ 
mel are retired; however, t 11e1J are very 
much occupied with creative activities 
in church a1zd commiinity ministries. 
Mr. Dymmel has served several of our 
chiirches, at our North American Bap
tist Sem,inary. and a.s general work er 
a.t our denominational office in Forest 
Park. 
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• R ev. Jake Leverette has resigned as 
pastor of t he Wetaskiwin B a pti s t 
Chur ch, Wetaskiwin, Alta ., Canada to 
accept the call of the Church Extension 
Commit tee to become the pastor of the 
Greenfield Baptist Church (Church Ex
tension Project), South Edmonton, ef
fective March 1, 1968. 

• Rev. Herbert H. Vetter has resigned 
as pastor of the Bethel Baptist Church, 
Missoula, Montana, and accepted the 
call of t he Church Extension Commit
tee to become the pastor of the Valley
view Bapt is t Church (Church Exten
s ion Project) , South Everett, Wash., 
effective June 7, 1968. 

• Dr. A. Dale lhrie, pastor at Grosse 
Pointe Baptis t Church, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Michigan, spoke during Bethel 
Seminary Founders Week Thursday, 
F eb. 22 at t he evening service. 

• R.ev. William H. Jeschke r esigned 
from t he Immanuel Bapt ist Church, 
Portland, Or egon effective June 16, 
1968. He p l a n s to take graduate 
studies. 

• Rev. E . P . Wahl has resigned from 
t he Rabbit Hill Baptist Church on J a n. 
14, 1968. He will continue to serve t he 
chur ch for the next three mont hs if 
they a re unable to get a pastor during 
this t ime. Mr. Wahl is making himself 
available to serve our churches in 
deeper life meet ings, Bible s t udy serv
ices or as interim pastor. 
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OUR STEWARDSHIP RECORD 
N.A.B. MISSION PROGRAM 

Apri I - January, 1968 
$ / ,250, 000 Approved Goal 

$980.754 .06 

10 Month s Giving 

This Y ear Lost Year 

LAYl\'lEN'S CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN 1969 
The Laymen's conference will not be held 1n the summer of 1968, bu t 

will be combined with the P astor's conference in 1969. Bot h w ill be held at 
Green Lake, Wisconsin July 12-19, 1969. 

• The following are the missionaries 
of the week for March : March 3--Miss 
Geraldine Glasenapp; March 10-Rev. 
and M.rs. F. Kenneth Goodma n . March 
17_ Rev. Gilbert E. Gordon; :rviarch 24 Mr and Mrs. Norman Rau 
- .. ".r;ss Patricia Anne Iie11Pt; March 
31-ivµ er. 

• 
,
5 

Volunteers Te3ln 1 . 
God 18 l>resently 

s :Baptist Chlll-
c pfes )1., Feb. 27 to ~· ~ 

a~ 1 YV/fJ.5 a vacation Pe <lt-<!1.-°rth Se
a t e, p fJS then goes t r ioq ~~ 10; the 
team od o St ""larch 11 
t? 16 ~rc11. Startup, Wash.al't up Bap
tis t CJ1 :i.1 to 24. Rev. Eag fol.' service 
Marcil ctor. at l<:!att is 
the di!"e 

Volunteers Team 
• G~d'!I service. a t Inunan l:t conclude 
th e Ir w oodside, N. Y. 0 ue1 Baptis t 
ChurcJ1, fJl will t a ke a bre n l\irarch 3. 
Th': teavacation March 4 ~k for their 
spni:ig ·n the month Will bo 9. Later 
service . 1 t Church J a me b e a t F irst 
Ba P t i ls O t o 22·, and ; . urg, N. J ., 
March ' 1rst Baptis t 
Churcl1, E I.smere.' D~I., Ma rch 24 to 29. 
R ev. Connie Sahos 1s the director. 

• Rev. Gl~nn D. F~nk, had resigned 
from the Victor Baptist Church Victor 
Iowa but he has reconsidered' and i~ 

continuing as the ir pas tor. 

• Rev. Harold Baker has accepted the 
call to become the pastor of the Cal
vary Bapt ist Church, Billings, Montana, 
effective March 3. 

• Rev. Robert Roxburgh resigned from 
t he Glen.bard Baptis t Church, G le n 
E llyn, Illinois to accept a call t o the 
Killarney Baptist Church, Calgary, 
Alta., Canada effective May 15, 1968. 

• Miss Joanne C. Timmreck r esigned 
as Director of Christian Education and 
Secretary at the Napier Parkview Ba p
tis t Church, Benton Harbor, Mich. She 
had served a t Napier Parkview, he r 
home church for four and one h alf 
years. She was married to Rodney 
McClelland of Iron Bridge, Ontario, 
Canada. Mr. and Mrs. McClelland ar e 
now living in \:Vheaton, Illinois, w here 
both a re employed a t Scripture Press. 

• Mr. and Mrs. Ron Berg announce 
the birth of a baby daughter, J eneanne 
Marie, born J a nuary 19. Mr. Berg jg 
pastor of the F ellowship B a pt i s t 
Church, Camro~e. Alber t a, Ca nada . He 
is furthering his s tudies a t t he Chris
tia n T ra ining Institute, Edmonton, 
Alta., Canada. 

• Larry Howes, director of music a t 
t he E merson Jr. H igh School, La ke
wood, Ohio, ha i-; accepted the call from 
the Parma Heights Baptis t Church, 
Cleveland, Ohio, to become their pa r t 
time minister of music, effective March 
3, 1968. 

CONTRIBUTION SUMMARY 
January 1968 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES 

Conferences Jan. 1968 
Atlantic ----------- ---- - --------- - - - - -$ 7,296.06 
Cent ral --- - ------- - --- - - ---- --- - --- --- 45,985.42 
Dakota - - - ---- - - ----- ----------- ------ 26,091.83 
Easter n - --------- ----- - --- - --- - - - ---- 4,101.25 
Northern - - - - ---- --------- --------- - -- 26,387.83 
Nol'thwestern - ------- - - - -··------- --- - - 19,470.37 
P acific ----- - ----------- ----- - - - - - --- - 43,240.70 
Southern - - - - - ------ - ------ - ------ - - - - 1,312.96 
Sou thwestern ------- ----- - - - - - - - - ----- 6,391.16 
Inter -Conference - ----------- - ------ - - - 3,093.39 

Total Contr ibutions - - - - --- - ----- - --$183,370.97 

CONTR IBUTIONS RE CEIVE D Con~~ii~'Jons 
F or t he Month of J anu ary 1968 - ----- --$155,144.42 
For t he Month of J anuary 1967 -------- 109,071.90 
For the Mont h of J an uary 1966 - - - - --- - 100,445.79 

CONTRIBUTIONS F OR THE FISCAL YEAR 
April 1, 1967 to J anuar y 31, 1968 ________ $861,114.09 
April 1, 1966 to J anuary 31, 1967 - ----- -- 875,953.58 
April 1, 1965 to J anuary 31, 1966 ------- - 792,132.67 

J an. 1967 
$ 4,243.73 

25,839.15 
19,460.50 

5,748.38 
21,113.91 
16,503.68 
26,575.87 
1,021.27 
4,980.12 
4,645.77 

$130,132.38 

Other 
Contr ibutions 

$ 28,226.55 
21,060.48 

7,569.37 

$119,639.97 
84,198.62 
64,718.53 

J a n. 1966 
$ 4,057.33 

20,507.28 
13,558.73 

5,132.47 
12,745.96 
15,674.74 
25,458.18 
1,168.~ 
6,503.66 
3,208.12 

$108,015.16 

Totnl 
Contributions 

$183,370.97 
130,132.38 
108,015.16 

$980,754.06 
960,152.20 
856,851.20 
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REPORT ON MISSION FESTIVAL 
RAPID CITY, S. D. One of the special programs at 

South Canyon Church was with R ev. Harold Lang, 
m issionary in the Cameroons, as guest speaker at the 
mission ha rves t festival. A pot luck supper was held to get 
better acqua inted wit h R ev. La ng. Rev. Lang met with 
the youth following the evening service. 

On Nov. 22, a special candlelight praise and prayer service 
was held. On Dec. 17, we had our a nnual Sunday School 
Chris tmas program with a ll the classes taking part. A 
play, "Inasmuch," was given by the adult class. A fellow
ship hour was held after tbe program. 

At the present time pla ns are in progress for a new 
baptis tery. (Mrs. William Lutz, reporter.) 

WOMEN SET NEW MOTTO 
ASHLEY, N. D. The motto for the Women's Missionary 

Society of the Ashley Baptis t Church for the new year 
is Psalm 100:1 and 2. On Dec. 14 the ladies of the WMS divid
ed into groups and went carolling and 'brought baskets of 
fruit to aged, shut-ins and ill in the hospital. Eighteen homes 
were visited. 

Officers for the year a re: Pres., Mrs. B. J. Schnabel; 
Vice Pres., Mrs. J. J. La ndsiedel; Sec'ty., Mrs. Carl Fischer ; 
Treas., Mrs. Theo J. Fischer; Missions Leader, Mrs. Emanuel 
Fischer ; White Cross Cha irma n, Mrs. George Fischer; 
Buying Committee, Mrs. Aug. A. Bertsch and Mrs. Martha 
Meidinger. (Mrs. Carl Fischer, reporter.) 

DEDICATE EDUCATIONAL UNIT 
ELLINWOOD, KAN. Sunday, Nov. 19, the members of 

F irs t Ba pt is t Church of Ellinwood, dedicated their new 
educationa l unit and chancel facili t ies. Rev. Gideon Zimmer
man was our special guest speaker a t mornin g a nd after
noon services. Included in the a fter noon dedication program 
was music by the local choir a nd men's quartet, a solo by 
Ha rold Hasse and a musical package by T eam I of God's 
Volunteers. Rev. Zimmerman encouraged us to have the 
home a nd church support each other in Chris tian teaching. 

The new educational unit, constr ucted a t the back of the 
church, is pictured a bove. The new s tructure is shown a t the 
le ft. On the right are (I. to r .) R ev. Ha rold E . Weiss, pas tor; 
Rev. Gideon Zimmerman, guest speaker ; and Mil ton Meyer, 
chairma n of the building commit tee. 

The new t wo s tory educa t iona l unit is 28 feet by 59 feet 
and joins to the west of the present building. It adds over
flow space for approxima tely 100 people and can be divided 
into two lar ge Sunday school classrooms. The ma in floor also 
has new library facilities, a new n ursery and a ladies lounge. 
The new sub story provides five classrooms, furnace and 
storage rooms. 

Nov. 26-29 the church shared in a missionary conference 
with four other NAB churches. The missionaries, Dr . Jerry 
F lut h, Mrs. Ba rbara Giewwe, P a t Heller a nd H a rold Lang, 
gave up- to-date information of victor ies, prayer needs, prob
lems and challenges on our miss ion fie lds. 

I n recent months the church has also assumed the pa r tial 
support for Rev. a nd Mrs. F red F olkerts. A special missions 
committee is now assist ing in t he presentation a nd coordi
nation of mission education throughout the church . (Mrs. 
Kenneth DeWerff, reporter.) 
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MUSIC IDGHLIGHTS PROGRAM 
ANAHEIM, CALIF., MAGNOLIA. The women of the 

Magnolia Baptist Missionary Society invited theiir husbands 
to their Christmas program Dec. 7. Two vaudeville numbers 
were presented by Mary Lou Coleman and J ack Gutman. 
The all male "water-glass" band gave a n early recognizable 
rendition of "Jingle Bells." Then the three pastors were 
crowned a nd assigned to s ing impromptu "We Three Kings 
of Orient Are." 

Bob and Elsa Beckendorf featured gues ts gave a mes
sage in narration and music lifted our thoughts to J esus 
Christ, whose birth we gladly celebrate. (Mrs. Joyce Fischer, 
reporter.) 

PRESENT CROSS IN CHRISTMAS 
WATERTOWN, WIS., The K ing's Da ughters Society of 

the First Baptis t Church of Wa tertown presented a n im
pressive Christmas pageant entitled "The Cross in the 
Chris tmas Tree," on the evening of Dec. 17. 

Two duets sung by Mrs. Arnold Krause and Mrs. Art 
Krueger , and Mrs. P aul Meister and Mrs. Wesley Leischer , 
a solo by Mrs. Roger Norma n and group s inging, were 
interspersed with Bible passages a nd poems while various 
sets of Hghts on the tree were turned on as the pageant 
progressed. Fina lly all lights on the tree were turned off 
except the ones arranged to form a cross, depicting that 
there is a Cross in Christmas. (Mrs. J. J. Abel, reporter.) 

NINE BAPTIZED NEW YEAR'S EVE 
TYNDALL, S. D. A New Year's Eve Watchnight service 

was conducted a t t he Danzig Baptist Church with the 
R ev. David Zimmerman, pastor, br inging the message and 
conducting a baptismal service. The ca ndida tes were bap
tized, and then following an hour of r efreshmen ts a nd 
fellowship, the Lor d's Supper was served. The ca ndidates 
were extended the right han d of fellowship and were 
receivect as members in their respective church es. The 
candidates were: J oel F enik, Tyndall Bapt ist; J uliane 
Berndt, Cathleen Oorlog, Mrs. E sther Buchholz, Mr. and 
Mrs. Norma n Berndt, Terr y Ka ul, Vernon Kaul a nd Charles 
Oorlog into the Danzig Bapt ist Church. Mr. R oy Lippert 
and LaRae were also welcomed as members by letter 
to the Danzig church. Mrs. R oy Lippert was una ble to be 
Present because of illness and will be received a t a later 
date. (Mrs. David Zimmerma n, reporter. ) 

YOUTH HOLD FAMILY NIGHT PICNIC 
RANDOLPH, MINN., Our CYF held a Family N ight 

Picnic at the Nathan Lufi home. We played volleyball and 
badm inton. We a lso held a Chr is tmas progra m on Sunday 
evening, Dec. 10, at the R andolph Ba ptist Chur ch. M rs. 
Wilbar Magnuson and Mrs. Ralph J ohnson were t he leader s. 
Some of the m embers played Christmas songs on their 
ins truments while La rry Nelson gave a reading consisting 
of scriptures from the Bible of Christ's birth. The young 
Children played the parts of t he main participants in the 
Chr istmas Story. 

On Dec. 22, we join ed the Randolph ME an d t he Luther 
League in s inging Chris tmas carols from house to house 
for the older people of t he local communities. Aft erwa rds 
we had a t im e of fe llowship and refreshm ents. (Stanley 
Lufi, r eporter. ) 

VISIT TO MEXICO MISSION 
After Christmas Miss J oyce Ringering, librar ia n of 

the N .A.B. Semina ry accompanied her parents. Rev. and 
Mr s. Oliver Ringer ing in visit ing our churches and mission 
Work in t he Rio Grande Valley, Texas. Miss Ringeri.ng 
Presented slides of t he Seminary and h er Cameroon trip 
a t various places. 

R ev. and Mrs. Sa ndoval took t he Rin gerings to t he new 
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mission in old Mexico. This is an outreach of our Rio 
Grande Mission. The city of Camargo was inundated by 
the flood and the people lifted out by helecopter. The 
r oad across the border was badly washed out and is only 
partially restor ed. This mission work has •been started since 
the Beulah hurricane because two churches were destroyed 
by the flood and were not r eactiva ted. Mrs. Sandoval 
led some "30 children in some songs. Bro. Sandoval brought 
a short message and then interpreted for Joyce while 52 
took interest in the pictures. The weather was rainy and 
cold, streets were muddy chuck holes, the room damp 
and unheated, but the final greetings and handshakes were 
warm and cordial. Christmas Sunday a week before had 
75 in attendance. 

The missionaries in t he Vailey still have a lot of clothes 
to give to the needy. The Mexican governm ent stopped 
Bro. Sandoval from bringing over a load for two weeks 
here at Q1ristmas time because of the Christmas trade. 
Those clothes have served and are still serving a very great 
need especially in this winter season. It has opened doors 
of opportunity for the missionaries. The fellowship with 
those akin in t he Lord was a blessed experience of this 
trip. (R ev 0. K. Ringering r eporter.) 

CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCES 
BURLINGTON, ONT. The Christmas story was told in 

three different ways in t he Pineland Baptist Church. De
cember 10. "The Gift of God" was presented by the 
Pioneer Girls. The following Sunday the Sunday School 
children portrayed "The Three Gifts of Christmas." On 
Christmas Eve the Choir presented a candlelight service 
"The Great Light." (Mrs. Dinah H erd, reporter.) 

DEDICATE NEW CHAPEL, FACILITIES 
PARMA, OHIO. The Missionary Baptist Church h ad its 

dedication of t he n ewly built educational unit with chapel 
(above) Oct. 29. Among the guests at the dedication service 
in the a fternoon were the Honorable Mr. Dietrich Lincke, 
consul general of t he Republic of West Germany; Rev. 
Daniel Fuchs, assistant secretary of missions, who delivered 
the dedication mel;sage; and Rev. Rubin Kern, eastern dis
trict secretary. Our pastor, Rev. E rhard Knull, led t he 
service as denominational leaders, community representatives 
and pastors or representatives from our neighboring churches 
extended their greetings. The program included choir and 
music group selections under the direction of Alex Molzan. 
The building was filled to capacity. Refreshments were served 
in our new k itchen. The cha pel area holds 110 people. In addi
tion to the chapel t here are seven class rooms, library, pas
tor's study, and a large cloak and narthex area. 

The church met at a local Y.M.C.A. for four years. The 
building was under construction for a year and two months. 

Now our task is just beginning. An Evangelism Training 
Institute is being planned for church members. Many have 
volunteered and we praise God for their willingness. (Olga 
Seizen, reporter.) 

REES FILLS PASTORATE 
MINITONAS, MAN. The First Baptist Church of Mini

tonas welcomed Rev. Eberha rd Hees and family as pastor 
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J an. 7. The newly built church wh ich had been without a 
pastor for about three months was fi lled to capacity for the 
service. About 400 attended the service which was under the 
direction of Deacon A. Hoehn. (Paul Mulle r, reporter. ) 

COMPLETES MEMORY coUIPE 
CORONA, S. D. Dan Potratz. (right) son of_ Rev. L. D. 

Potratz, received his certificate of award for nme_ yea~s of 
memory work. P resentation was made by Melvm Bmde, 
sponsor. (Mrs. Otto DeBoer, repor ter.) 

WELCOME BENKES 
MADISON, s. DAK. Members of t he West Center ~treet 

Baptist Church welcomed ReV· J . ~- Benke and fam1ly as 
pastor J an. 14. During a program m which all ch.urch de
partments participated, Rev. Wa'!n~ Dalton spoke m behalf 
of the Madison Ministerial Association and brought the eve-
ning message. . 

1 
. d . 

The church has scheduled sPe~1a meetmgs urmg the 
Week of Prayer for Christian L]mty J~n. 21-28. The theme 
of t he week was "To the praise of His glory." (Mrs. Carl 
Frautschy, reporter.) 

VANDERBECKSLEAVESU1\'{1'IBR 
SUMNER, I OWA. Dr. M. yanderbeck concluded _his min

is try as denominationa l interin1 pastor at Sumner First Bap
t is t Church on Sunday, Jan. J.4-· He_ !~as served the church 
s_i nce August, 1966. During }'Jis_ mmistr.y the church has 
carried out an extensive remodeJmg pro~iam, r emodeled and 
refurnished the church sanctuarY and n~stalled a baptistry. 
The Vandcrbecks received a cash love gift from the church 
during Chr istmas Eve serviceS· Dr. Vanderbeck gave h is 
farewell message following a cJ1U rch fe llowship dinner Sun
day, J an. 14. The VanderbeckS are now serving as interim 
pastor at Ashley, S. Dak. (MrS· M. B. Potratz, reporter.) 

GIVE CANDLELIGHT MUSIC.iU-
SACRAMENTO, CALIF. 0~ Dec. 17, the Willow 

Rancho Baptist Church c1101r, under the direction 
of Mrs. Richard Harcld presented "From Darkness 
to Light," a candlelight mu~ical which also included a brass 
ensemble and a song by t he p ioneer Girls. The Christmas 
story was narrated by our pastor, Dr. Louis R. Johnson. The 
Sunday School Christmas program was presented Dec. 20, 
and t he Senior C.B.Y.F. presented a play entitled "And There 
Fou nd They Christ" Dec. 24. TJ'le annua l watchnight service 
Dec. 31- was the concluding event of the month. (Mrs. J eff 
Mahnke, reporter.) 

CHURCH MEETS IN PRAYER 
MORRIS, MAN. Universal Week of Prayer, Jan. 7-14, 

was observed a t t he E mmanuel Baptist Church w ith prayer 
meetings t hroughout the week. The ma teria l used during t he 
week was "Youth Outreach Weekend," a witnessing pro
gram prepared by R ev. Connie Salios, director of God's Vol
unteers Team No. II (Mrs. C. Bergstresser reporter) 

YOUTH ATTEND RETREAT 

LANSING, MICH. Thirty-one teenagers of the Colonia l 
Village Baptist Church attended a weekend retreat J an. 5-7 
at _can:p Barakal. The young people were excused from 
~heir high school classe_s on Friday. The church has jus t 
il'.s ta lled a. new g~·and. piano. Over 200 attended the watch-
1~1ght service_ which mcluded youth participa tion, · special 
tequ_est musical numbers, communion, and a baptiSmal 
service. (Mrs. Robert Penner, r eporter.) 

BAPTIST HERALD 

NEW MINISTERS AT LODI 
LODI , CALIF. First. Dr. John Wobig and his wife began 

their ministry as in terim pastor at Lodi First Baptis t Church 
on J an. 7. The Wobigs, from Portland, Ore., were given a 
reception J an. 14. 

Rev. and Mr s. Bill Copeland are serving the church as di
rector of Christian education and minister of music. The 
Copelands and their four children come from Dodge City, 
Kan . They were welcomed into t he church during the fellow
ship hour at the New Year's Eve watchnight service. The 
church gave t hem a pantry shower. (Mrs. Emil Bansmer, 
reporter.) 

SPECIAL YEAR END SERVICES 
ANAHEIM, CALIF. Magn olia. On the evening of Dec. 17 

the chancel choir of Magnolia Baptis t Church presen ted 
John W. Peterson's "Born A King." All the choirs of Mag
nolia, with the exception of the chancel choir participated 
in the Sunday school pageant entitled "Strangers in Beth
lehem" enacted by youngsters from the Sunday school de
partments on the evening of Dec. 24. The evening of Dec. 
31 was a tin1e of t estin1onies and of t a lents given unto our 
Lord and Savior. At the end of the watchnight service, those 
present joined hands to sing "Ble;;t Be The Tie That Binds." 

It was our privilege to witness 74 persons following our 
Lord in the waters of baptism during the year 1967. We pray 
each and every one of these w ill grow in his word and his 
love in the corning years. (Mrs. R osemary Query, reporter.) 

CENTRAL HOLDS EVANGELISTIC SERVICES 
EDMONTON, ALTA., Central. Evangelistic services were 

held Oct. 10-22, with Rev. R. Kerstan of Milwaukee, Wis., 
as evangelist . We a re thankful for those who were led to 
come to the Lord and accept him as Savior. 

The Central Baptist Church, Edmonton, Alta., brought 
t he year 1967 to a fitting close with a baptismal service 
Dec. 31. Eight young people and adults were baptized by 
our pastor, Rev. R. Hohensee. Following this, the church 
took part in a communion service, a t which time the new 
converts were received into the church fellowship. A time of 
prayer brought the service and the old year to a close. 
(Mrs. B. J eske, reporter.) 

REVIEW CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

NEW LEIPZIG, N. D. The New Leipzig Baptist Church 
reviewed the blessings of 1967. In March, Rev. and Mrs. P aul 
Obinger of St. Paul, Minn., held a week of special meetings 
with prophetic Bible messages for t he adults and special 
sessions for the children. The church choir presented an 
Easter cantata in our church on Easter Sunday evening, 
and also presented it at Beulah, Underwood, N. D., and 
Lemmon, S. D. churches on following Sunday evenings. 
New church pews and pulpit furniture were installed early 
in April. Our D.V.B.S. in J une had an enrollment of 47. 

The C.B.Y.F. of our church sponsored a weekend retreat 
at Crystal Springs Youth Camp in Sept. with Don Lonie 
as speaker. Speaker for the Harvest and Mission Festival 
was Rev. J acob Klingenberg. During the missionary round 
robin conference we heard from three of our N.A.B. mis
sionaries. In November Pastor Strauss conducted a week of 
evangelistic services, and we thank God for decisions made 
during t hat week as we!J as through hiR faithful preaching 
throughout the year. 

An outdoor baptismal service was held in August with 
eight candidates. Seven more new members were accepted 
into the church by testimony and letters throughout the 
year. 

The mortgage on the pa rsonage has been pa id and a new 
heating system installed in the church. 

The choir presented a Christmas cantata, and we closed 
t he year with a watchnight service of t estin1onies and songs. 
(Mrs. Walter Kallis, r eporter.) 

FAREWELL TO ZIMMERMANS 
TYNDALL, S. DAK. A farewell program J an. 10 h onored 

Rev. and Mrs. David Zimmerman and family who are moving 
to Creston, Neb. where Rev. Zimmerman will serve the 
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Baptist church. They served the Tyndall and Danzig churches 
the past seven and one half years. Several musical numbers 
were given and Rev. Walter Sukut, pastor of t he Avon 
Baptist church, was the guest speaker. (Mrs. Glen Hoerth, 
reporter.) 

FOUNDING SERVICE AT NAMAO 
EDMONTON, ALTA. With joy the Central Baptist Church 

witnessed the culmination of its hard work, prayer and 
planning as the Namao Park Baptist Chur ch was founded 
as an independent work J an. 1. Membership of 108 believers 
was transferred from the Centml Church to the Namao 
Church. Founding services were held Jan. 7. 

The history of the work goes back to November, 1961 when 
Central Baptist s tarted a m ission Sunday school in t he 
Mee-Yah-No School in Edmonton. One year later, the Lau
derdale Baptist Church disbanded and amalgamated with the 
church extension of the Central Church. 

A new church sanctuary (above) was dedicated in Oc
tober, 1963 and the Namao Park Baptist Church moved into 
its own structure. Dr. H. H iller and Rev. R. H ohensee served 
as co-pastors. The Central Church looked after its new off
spring most ably. Equipment of th e latest design was pro
vided for the Namao Church. 

Following the resignation of Dr. Hiller from Central 
Church in 1965, Rev. F. W . Pahl accepted the pastoral re
sponsibilities of the Namao Church. Rev. Hohensee remained 
as pastor of the Central Church. The Namao Church con
tinued as the m ission station, financially and administrative
ly, of the Central congregation. 

The day of separation be tween the mother church and t he 
foundling church was one of joy, love and unity. At the 
founding service, Mr. E . Fraszer, treasurer of the Central 
Church gave the Namao Church a substantial amount of 
money w ith which to begin its new treasury. Rev. Pahl was 
officially called as first pastor of the Namao Park Baptist 
Church. 

Through the efforts of t he Central Baptist congr egation, 
t he 66th church has been added to the Northern Conference, 
setting forth on its own practically debt-free. (Mrs. F. W. 
Pahl, reporter .) 

MEN MEET FOR BREAKFAST 
ANAHEIM, CALIF., Sunkist. Forty-five men a ttended the 

Sunkist Bapt ist Church men's breakfast fellowship m eeting 
J an. 6. Mr. J . Reed, pr incipal of a local high school was t he 
morning speaker. H is topic was "Why I Am A Chris tian." 
Visitors included a delegation of men from Alamitos Friends 
Church in ne ighboring Garden Grove. 

Following the meeting, several of the North American 
Baptis t pastors met with Rev. Bruce R ich, director of youth 
work for N.A.B. General Conference, Forest Park, Ill. Mr. 
Rich reviewed Sunday school literature and ma terials from 
the Gospel Light Press which have been accepted for use 
in N.A.B. Sunday schools. 

After much prayer for spiritual guidance, Dan and Sharon 
Brown have asked the church to release them from their 

21 



part-time duties as director of you th. After the firs t of F eb
ruary, the Browns will be doing full-t ime youth work in 
Lancaster, Calif. They look forward to the time when they 
will be able t o serve on a South American mission field. 
(Ruth Mellen, repor ter.) 

OBSE RVE CHRIST~IAS, ANNIVERSARY 
TROCHU, ALBERTA. On Sunday evening, Dec. 17 the 

choir presented a cantata "Immanuel Forever" under the 
leadersh ip of Peter Schroeder. Other specia l numbers in
cluded our men 's chorus, due t, and a violin instrumental 
number. Lloyd Penrice, missionary in Australia a t home 
for the Chr istmas holidays visiting his parents, spoke to us 
on Sunday morning Dec. 24. Christmas Eve, our Sunday 
school presen ted a pageant "The Gifts of the Wise Men." 
Our watchnight service included "Riding the Pulpit" a film, 
testimonies, prayers, and also a ta lk from Lyle Pickering of 
the work with the Indians at Loon Lake, Alberta. Our pastor, 
Rev. F ritzke brought a few closing thoughts. 

On January 7 Mr. and Mrs. Art Tetz obser ved their 25th 
wedding anniversary in our church. A program with various 
poems, and special numbers was presented. A devotional 
was given by Rev. 0. Fritzke. The C'hurch presented them 
with an engraved tray. Lunch was served. The children, 
Mrs. J une Haller, Donna, and Kenny were present for this 
occasion. (Mr s. 0 . F r itzke, reporter.) 

CONSTRUCT CHURCH REPLICA 
EBENEZER, SASK. As part of the observance of the 

Canadian Centennia l, members of the Ebenezer church took 
as their project the construction of a miniature replica of 
the First Ebenezer Baptis t Church. The lit tle log cabin 
church was placed on the sit e of the firs t church, s tarted 
in 1889. Standing in front of the replica (above) is Kevin 
F andrey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arlan Fandrey. 

The first building was completed in 1893. Rev. Brooks was 
the firs t regular pas tor of the congregation which numbered 
20. A number of the charter members attended a memorial 
service Sunday afternoon, Oct. J., at which the log cabin 
replica was dedicated. 

During the service Rev. N. Taylor, present pastor of the 
Ebenezer Church, gave ll. message on "Remove not the 
ancient landmarks." The service was a recounting of the 
b!essings which have resulted from the church's ministry. 
Arlan Fandrey, church clerk, read the: history of the first 
church in the area. Rev. R. Hoffman, pastor of the Spring
side church gave the names of church members who've given 
themselves to full-time service. 

It was !\ t ime of rejoicing for churches in t he area as they 
reviewed together the work of the Lord in their midst and 
looked forward to the sending forth of more laborers into 
the harvest fie lds. (Mrs. Paul Dregerm, reporter.) 

BANQUET HONORS SS WORKERS 

EDMONTON, ALTA. About 150 teachers, officers and 
friends of the Central and Namao Park Baptist Sunday 
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schools attended a banquet Nov. 24. The program was 
hosted by our General Superintendent Mr. E. Land. The 
program included a violin solo, vocal solos, a humorous 
reading and a skit which depicted the discomforts experi
enced in a dent is t 's cha ir. A film "Signpost Aloft," was 
shown. Rev. R. Hohensee, pastor 'of the Centr al Baptist 
Church presented the devotional thought of the evening. 
Through the banquet, appreciation was shown to the work 
ers of our Sunday Schools for their sacrifice and willingness 
displayed throughout the year. 

In 1968 Namao P ark and Central Sunday Schools will 
no longer 'be joint. After harmoniously working together for 
several years, Namao Park will embar k on its own. (Judy 
Dalmer, repor ter.) 

VARIED PROGRAMS END YEAR 

BRANCH , LA. The CBYF of the Mowata Baptist Church 
gave a full hour musical service Sunday night, ~ecember 3. 
Prior to Christmas they sang for several shut-ms and also 
a t a nearby rest home. 

On Sunday night, Dec. 17, Connie Bieber followed the 
Lord through the waters of baptism. The pastor extended 
the hand of fellowship to her at the end of the service and 
welcomed her into the church. 

On the last Sunday of the year Rev. and Mrs. George 
Henderson missionaries to the Cameroons, were with us 
along with' the King's Men Quartet from our Seminary. 1:'he 
missionaries spoke dur ing the Sunday school and morning 
worship hours. That night we all met for our New Ye~r's 
Eve and watchnight services with the quartet presenting 
a concert the m issionaries showing color slides, and Helmut 
Labrentz,' quartet member, closing the evening with a de
votional t ime. (Paul Sandau, reporter.) 

DISCUSS EXPANSION PLANS 

WARREN, MICH. Our weekly visitation program is a 
cha llenge to our people. A goal of 100 people out for visita
tion on Dec. 4 was set a t the Redeemer Church. There were 
106 people out. On Dec. 8 a group met to review and dis
cuss the plans for our new sanctuary which will seat 1500. 
We have been conducting two morning worship services 
for about two years. 

The choir gave their annual Christmas concer t on Dec. 17. 
They sang "The Song of Christmas" under the direction of 
J erry Heath. Our Sunday school, n ursery through senior 
h igh, presen ted their program on Christmas Eve, "The 
Three Christmases," ancient, modern, and future. Over 500 
people attended the service. 

Our annual Watch Night service began at 8 :30 p.m. with 
the young people and choir tak ing charge until 10 :00 p.m. 
Following an hour of r efreshments and fellowship, we ended 
the old yea r by having testmonies and communion. (Doris 
Kintzer , repor ter.) 

VACATIONS 
"with a purpose" 

HAWAII-$375. 
10 & 15 day vacat ions 

\Vest Coast Departures
June 17 - July 15 - A ugust 12 

HOLY LAND-EUROPE 
$94·5 

J uly D eparture 

P ersonally arranged 
by B ob a nd Betty B ra dford 

3701 Sier ra Way 
San Berna r dino, Ca. 92405 

Write for f ree Brochures 

BAPTIST HJ!;{tALJ) 

(Obituaries are to be limited to about 
150 wor ds. A charge of ten cents a line 

Is macle tor all obituar ies. l 

KARL AUCH 
of Hebron, North Dakota 

Karl Auch the son ot Frederick and 
Elizabeth Auch was born in South Russia, 
on Sept. 12, 1889, and passed away on Oct. 
24 1967, at the age of 78 years. He came to 
this country with his parents In 1901. 
settling first In Freeman, South Dakota. A 
year later they moved to the Glen Ullen, 
Nor th Dakota area, where they farmed. 

He was united to Sad ie Mohr at Hosmer, 
South Dakota. Eleven ch lldren were born 
to this union. He accepted Christ as Savior 
and was baptized and united with the Bap
t ist Church at Mot t . In 1959 they moved to 
Hebron and united with the church there, 
where he was faithful u ntil the end . 

The last S mon ths of his life he spent in 
falling health, suffering a great deal. He 
was preceded in death by h is parents, one 
son and one daughter . one s ister and four 
half-brothers. Left to mourn h is passing, are 
his wife, 9 children. 31 granddchlldren and 
6 great-grandchildren. 

Last services were conducted In the First 
Baptist Church In Hebron on Oct. 27, 1967. 
Interment was made In the Baptist Ceme
tery . 

First Baptist Church 
Hebron, South Dakota 

PETER J. WIENS, pastor 

MARGARETE E. ROLFS 
of Lorraine, Kansas 

Margarete E. Rolfs, 79, unexpectedly 
passed away at her home and went to be 
with her Lord Dec. 23, 1967. She was born 
Nov. 7, 1888, In Konlgsburg, E ast Prussia, 
Germany. 

In January 1904 she accepted Christ as 
her personal ·saviour a nd L ord. She came 
to the Lorraine communi ty at the age of 
21 and was united In marriage Feb. 10. 1912 
with John F. Rol fs who pr eceded her In 
death Aug. 19. 1956. 

Mrs. Ro!Cs was a faithful mem ber of the 
First Baptist Church of Lorraine, Kansas 
for 55 years. 

Survivors Include: Miss Gertrude Rolfs 
of the home. Mrs. Louis Kottmann, Lyons, 
Kansas : and Roland Rolfs, Lorraine : five 
grandchildren. two g reat-g randchildren : one 
sister, Mrs. Will Schmersey. Marlon: three 
brothers. Will and Fritz Ka iser, Kenosha, 
Wisconsi n: and Rudolf Kaiser, Tacoma, 
Washington. 

First Baptist Church 
Lorraine, Kansas 

MRS. WILLIAM SEIS. reporter 

CARL A. LANG 
of E mory, South Dakota 

Carl Lang was born on Feb. 8. 1873, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lang In Odessa, 
Russia. and went to be with his L ord on 
Jan. 8. 1968. He Immig rated to the USA 
with his parents. who settled In Hutch in
son County. South Dakota. 

On Sept. ?.7. 1894 he was united In mar
riage to Elizabeth Huether : to this union 
13 ch ildren were born. Mr. L ang was con
ver ted and baptized In 1904 and remained a 
member of the Plum Creek Baptist Church 
until his dPath. H is w ife preceded him In 
death on March 15, 1967: two sons and 
one daughter also preceded h im In dea th . 

Those who mourn the loss of this loved 
one are two sons: Theodore of Emery. S. D., 
a nd Emi l of Spencer. S. D.: eight dauf!h ters: 
Leah (Mrs. R. Mogck) Parkston, S. D. , 
Lydia (Mrs. G. Radel) Parkston. S. D ., 
Emma (Mrs. 0. Hanssenl Alexandria. S . D. , 
Anna (Mrs. W. Jucht) Bridgewater, S. D., 
Rose (Mrs. H . Johnson ) Vermillion, S. D. , 
Clara (Mrs. H. Sa mpson) Vermillion, S. D., 
Lillian (Mrs. E. Oxchner) Mitchell. S . D., 
and Maxine (Mrs. P. Hurley\ Minneapolis, 
Minn.: 33 g randchildren : 75 grPat-grand
chlldren : one f! reat-i:reat-grandchlld , and 
m a ny fri Pnds who share In this time of 
sorrow. Mnv Gori g ive )?race In this t ime 
of need. For the promise is unto those 
who call upon Him. 

Plum Creek BaPtlst Church 
Emery, South Dakota 

WALTER HOFFMAN, pastor 
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E DWARD FRITZKE 
of Fenwood, Saskatchownn 

E dward Fri tzke was born July 30, 1896 
In Alexandria. Poland, the youngest son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Karl Frltzke, and passed on 
to be with h is Lord on Dec. 4. 1967. He mi
grated to Canada In 1903, and settled briefly 
In the Yorkton distr ict. As a young man, 
Edward Frltzke accepted Christ as his per
sonal Savior , was baptized on June 19. 1912 
by Rev. J . Burse, and joined the Church, 
first known as Beaver Hllls and later as 
Fenwood Baptist. He was a faithful member 
of the Fenwood Baptist Church at the time 
of death. a period of over 50 years . On Jan. 
10, 1922, Edward Frltzke was u nited In 
marriage to Eldle H a lt of Ebenezer, Sask. 

He leaves to mourn h is passing : two 
brothers, William of Vancouver. and Gustav 
of Chllllwack : four sisters, Mrs. Mathilda 
D ohms of Melville, Mrs. L ydia Rosentreter 
of Swan R iver, Mrs. Karl Halt of Kelowna, 
and Mrs. Karl Schmuland of Windsor: fi ve 
sons a nd two daughters. Arthur of Yorkton . 
Edgar of Saskatoon. Clarence of Fenwood, 
Irene (Mrs. Bryden Reschke) of Regina, 
E velyn (Mrs. William Frers) of W innipeg, 
James of Melville, and Alvin of Melville: 
15 grandchildren; relatives: and a host of 
friends . 

Fenwood Baptist Church 
Fenwood, Saskat~hewan 

CLEMENCE AUCH, pastor 

SAM BIFFERT 
of Hebron, North Dakota 

Sam Bif[er t, the son of Karl and Magde
lena Blffert was born on Aug. 12 1888 In 
South Russia and passed away ori Dec.' 16, 
1967, at the age of 79 years. He came to 
this country with his parents In 1908. He 
was un ited In marriage to Elizabeth Land
sledel In 1913. They farmed In the Hebron 
a rea. They had a family or 7 children. 

He trusted Christ as his personal Saviour 
a nd was baptized and u n ited with the First 
BaJ?tlst Church of Hebron. where he r e
matni:>d a fa lthCul member as long as 
health and strengnth permitted. 

After his fi rst w ife died. leavin g him with 
7 small children he was married to Christina 
Magstadt. He leaves to mourn his oasslng, 
his wife. seven chlldren. 34 g randchildr en. 
26 great-grandch ildren and 3 sisters. Last 
services were conducted In the T"lrst Baotlst 
Church of Hebron on Dec. 20. 1967. His body 
was laid to rest In the Baptist Cemetery 

First Baptis t Church · 
Hebron. South Dakota 

PETER J . WIENS. pastor 

MAGDALENA I\REIN 
of Hebron, Nor th Dakota 

Magdalena Krein . the daugh~r or Mike 
and Elizabeth Krein, was born at Hosmer. 
South _Dakota, on July 28. 1888. a nd passed 
away in the home of her sister. Mrs. Adam 
Fehr. at the age of 79 years. She came to 
North Dakota with her parents in 1905, 
settling south of Antelope. In 1915 she 
came to Hebron to make her home with 
her sister. 

She realized her need of a Saviour and 
trusted the Lord Jesus Ch r is t was bao
tlzed on confession of her faith 'on July 28. 
1918. and u ni ted w ith the First Baptist 
Church of Hebron, where she remained a 
devoted member unti l the end. Her li fe was 
characterized b.v a n unusual cross-she was 
a comolete dea f-m u te. Yet she always man
aged to greet everyone w ith a smile. 

Left to mourn her Passin g a re three sis
ters and two brothers, namPly : Jacob and 
John Krein or Hebron : Christina. Mrs. 
Fred Hauck of Golden Valley. N . Dnk.: 
Mrs. Adam Fehr of Hebron : and Mrs. Earl 
Templeman of San ta Monica. California. 

Last services were conducted in the First 
Banllst Church, Hebron on Oct . 28. followed 
with In termen t In the Baptist Cemetery of 
Hebron. 

First Baptist Church 
Hebron, Sou th Dakota 

PETER J. WIENS, pastor 

OLE D. NTEIIUIS 
of A pling ton, Iowa 

Ole D. Nlehuls was born the son of Dick 
and Mary Nleh u ls at Buck Grove. Iowa, 
March 11. 1894. He spent his en tire life In 
this a r ea. engaging In farming for sPveral 
years. until moving to Aplington in 1952. 

Upon a oersonal confession of his faith 
In J~us Chrlst. he was baptlzPd bv the 
Rev. D. Koester on June 27. 1920. and was 
received Into lhP membership of the Ap
llnirton Baotlst Church . He was a faith ful 
and regu lar attendant . and served fo r sev
eral years on the boaril of trustees. 

On DecembPr 9. 1920. he was un itPcl In 
marriage to Hannah Roskam of Worthing
ton. Mlnnl"!;o ta. 

Mr. Nlehuls underwent surr?Pry on Janu
ary 22 at Mercy Hosoltol in Waverlv Iowa 
apparen tly successfully, but later in "tiie day 

suffered cardiac arrest. which resulted Jn 
death. H~ attained the age of 73 years, 
10 months, and 11 days. 

H e Is survived by his wife, Hannah: one 
s is ter, Mrs. Grace Lindaman : one sister-in
law. and 8 nephews and n ieces. He was 
preceded In death by his parents; a s ister. 
Anna: and a brother , Minert. 

The funeral service was conducted on 
Thursday aiternoon. January 25 f rom the 
Aplington Baptist Church. with 'the pastor, 
the Rev. Donald Patet . officiating. In ter
ment was In Pleasant View Cemetery. 

Aplington Baptist Church 
Aplington, Iowa 

D ONALD PATET, pastor 

El\UL STEPHEN WALTERS 
of Morris, Manitoba 

Emil Stephen Walters was born Oct. 18, 
1882 In Woly n ia, Russia and passed away 
January 15. 1968 at the home of his daugh
ter E ls ie. He reached the age of more than 
85 years. Out of these 85 years he walked 
with his beloved wife Hulda for more than 
59 years. and as a child of God and member 
of the Emmanuel Baptis t Church for more 
than 57 years. 

He was married Dec. 13. 1908 by Rev. 
Albert Ka r lenzig and In 1910 he followed 
the L ord in the bapt ismal waters In the 
Plu m Coulee River and became a member 
of the Ba ptist Church In Morris. He served 
as deacon, Sunday School superintendent 
singer in the choi r and served frequently 
In the absence of the pastor. 

He retir ed from farming In 1950 and 
moved to Morris in 19:>2. Health fai!Pr! in 
recen t years and the final s ix weeks of his 
life he spen t at the home of h is daughter 
E ls ie. In quietness and confidence he fell 
asleep during the night of Jan. 15. 

Funeral services wer e held a t the church 
he loved and served . His past or brought mes
sages In German and English from the 
Word of God and a very fine group of sing
ers sang h is favorite selections. 

He leaves to mourn h is beloved wife Hul
da, two sons. Dan iel and Reiny : four daugh
ters, L ena Paschke. Elsie Edel. Mina Zilkle . 
and Amy E del: 17 grandchildren and 13 
g reat-grandch ildren. He also leaves t w o 
brothers. August and Leo: and two sisters. 
L~dla L ocht and Bertha Schinmann. And 
with them are P astor and People of the 
church Fellowship and a host of neighbors 
and fri ends. Our comfort is In Christ our 
Lord who said : "I am the Resurrection 
and the L I re ... 

Emmanuel Bantlst Church 
Morrls. Manitoba 

HENRY PFEIFER, pastor 

EDWARD ADAM 
of Mound, Minnesota 

Edward Adam was born Jan . 25. 1907, in 
South Russia, and went home to be w ith 
the L ord Jan. 14. 1968. In 1920 he came 
to the U. S. with his family and they settled 
at Mountain Lake, Minn. Later the family 
moved to Minneapolis. Brother Adam ac
cepted the Lord when he was a young man 
and on confession of his faith followed the 
Lord in baptism and united w ith the fellow
ship of the First German Baptist Church, 
now Faith Baptist. of Minneapolis. 

On August 17. 1929. he was married to 
Olga Wannow In Minneapolis. They made 
their home In the city for a while and 
then moved to their present home a t Mound, 
Minn. In 1944 they transferred their mem
bership to the Minnetr ista Baotlst Church. 
of St. Bon lfac lus. Minn. At various times 
he served as Sunday school teacher and for 
many years held the office of deacon In 
the church. In addition he served as trea
surer of the Baptist Men's Fellowship of 
the Minnesota N .A.B. Churches. For many 
.VPars he was also an active member of the 
Gideon organization. 

Brother Adam s incerely loved the L ord 
and the pr each ing of His word . It was a 
joy to him to be In all the services of the 
church . incl uding prayer meeting . In the 
months ot his Illness he never complained 
about h is suffering. but always showed a 
strong faith in the Lord and the promises 
of the word . 

He is survived by h i ~ wife. Olga. at 
Mou nd : two da uf!hters. Mrs. Jerome Flu th 
a nd Mrs. Gene W inkels. both of Minne
apolis : six grandchildren : one sister. Mrs. 
Justine Orsch of Minneapolis: four broth
e rs: John . Peter . William and Fred all of 
Minneaoolls. He was preceded In rleath by 
h is parents and one brother. The large 
f11nPral service wa~ a loving nroof of the 
h igh esteem In whlrh our brother was held 
bv Rll who knew him. Ma:v the PPace and 
comfort of our Lord be with all his loved 

on~~-nnetrista Baptist Church 
St. Bonifacius, Minne~ota 

FRED E. KLEIN, Pastor 



CHURCH 
EXTENSION 

PROJECT, 
CEDAR 

RAPIDS, 
IOWA 

by Ronald F. Derman 

As WE READ the Epistles 
Paul has written to the churches, it is 
interesting to note that much of the 
early church activity must have cen
tered around the home. P aul refers in 
I Cor. 16 :19 to Aquila and Priscilla 
and the "church that is in their house." 
In Col. 4 :15 he greets Nymphas "and 

the church which is in his house." 
Again in his letter to Philemon in verse 
two he says, "and to our beloved 
Apphia, and Archippus our fellow
soldier, and to the church in thy 
house." 

Much of our activity here in Cedar 
R apids has been centered in the homes 
of the people that have committed 
themselves to this project. Many times 
we have claimed the promise of Matt. 
18 :20; "where two or three are gath
ered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them." As we h ave 
met in our homes we have been able 
to glean many rich blessings in shar
ing and planning, and also in trusting 
that throug h our efforts the Lord will 
help us to build a church in this city. 
Though we meet in a focal elementary 
school for our Sunday Morning ac
tivities of Sunday School and Worship, 
we go to our homes for our extra 
group activities of Bible Study, busi
ness and other meetings that are neces
sary for the development of a church 
extension field. The primary reasons 
that we must turn to our homes for 
our activities is the high rental cost 
of the school facilities. Also, it is diffi
cult to find other adequate facilities 
for church work located in our area 
of outreach. 

As we look to the early church and 
its developml'nt, we find it very in
teresting to note a few similarities 
tha t we can identify with, especially 
the fact that we have Christ as our 
personal Saviour. However, we are 
aware that our age is a bit different 
today. Though the church that is meet
ing in the home and the school is per-

haps supplying the needs of itself and 
having a sma ll outreach, its great out
reach is stymied because it cannot 
hope to compete as it ought. Our afilu
ent socie ty has raised up beautiful 
homes and magnificent churches with 
pro spe rous congregations. These 
churches are able to produce elaborate 
programs through their facilities and 
resources. Therefore, if we expect to 
m ake an impact on the community 
and establish another Nor th American 
Baptist witness, an adequate church 
building becomes a very necessary tool 
with which to work. 

We ar e hoping to start a building 
program in the near future, with the 
backing of the other churches in Iowa. 
About $20,000 of a $45,000 goal has al
ready been contributed by them. We 
a lso look forward to working with the 
Oak Street Baptist Church, Burlington, 
Iowa, in th£! future, as they have 
agreed to be our P a rent Church. 

We have developed some preliminary 
plans with an architect and the Lord 
willing, we hope that by the latter 
part of this year ground breaking will 
take place. Until that time it has been 
felt that a r.reater outreach could be 
attained by having the parsonage lo
cated directly on the Church sit e. Our 
Church in Steamboat R ock, which has 
been graciously providing the parson
age, is willing to help in the relocation 
of it, and this is in progress now. 

Recently the Twin Pines Baptist 
Church applied for an organizational 
chart er with the state of Iowa, with 
ten people as charter members. We 
know that this is a small beginning, 
but it is a beginning, and we thank 

Some families involved in 1he work Kind ergarten Sunday School Class 
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the Lord for His gracious direction to 
this point in development. 

We have a great God who has given 
us a great hope through His only be
gotten Son, our Lord J esus Christ. He 
has a lso commanded us to go out into 
the highways and byways to win men 
unto Himself. We know there are 
many people in Cedar Rapids needing 
Christ. Won't you pray and give so 
t hat we might develop better faci lities 
to reach them? 

Rev. Ronald F. Derman, pastor, Twin 
Pines Baptist Church, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. 

BAPTIST HERALD 


