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~meric~GTON, D. c. :£1· ~enry, 
m a ~tq_ n Baptist earl :f. of his de
partlll:e t ernent on t he eve $j'I ANITY 
TODA.,> as edit of CJ-Ot:,.. at Cam-

. -{. t or eiY 'd "I bridge o stud for a y o sru ' 
look f lJlliversi~ Englafl ~fl the es
trange 

0
t' fresh pe~·spectiVe and the 

world l'ltent of the chur cf f)..lienation 
that De<lii.ct on the sense o . ." 

T he l'Vactes modern iife rS'.('IAN ITY 
TOD;\~ f~ll.ncting of cfJF- t of and a 
major c in 1956 was a pe.f eri:ergence 
of a r ~ntribution to t ne t l1e1sm. Dr. 
Henry ~bona1 evangelical J1l t he start 
and l'lt as been editor frO one ma n 
has ~re than any otne~ tJ1e most 
~nfluen.t?e ~he post on~ o J?fotestant-
ism . ai in conservative 

He ~· J)f· H arold 
Lindse11lll be succeeded PY J'Jei:lt~n Col
lege Q.r{ a Professor at W ed1~or . of 
CHRi ii;'l:'cl former associate J3egmmng 
next ~ ~ITY TODA~·11 i:ls~um~ a 
loose e;rch Dr . H enry w~05J1.lp with 
the ma tor-at-large reJati 

~a.,· 
<-lne. 

wee ~ "() PLE A 
FOR o~:as IMPASSJOrl".:1·' 
OF RJ\cuaca TO ''REY:fJ 

UPP ii; lSl\{ CJ1ristians 
from ar

0
1\r..A, SWEDE!-J>;eo in Upp-

sala for ll.na t he world gatne tJlY of t he 
yvorld ~o the Fourth AsseJ1l ~efe asked 
m a n ~ ll.ncu of Churches. tJY a noted 
America Dassioned address 11eth~r t he 
church. ~ Negro writer ::ill/'/ oaring tlo 
repent" •1as th " ·ntu tO a t tac { an e s p1 f ·sm 
rather th cl use its powe raci_ . 

A Cr an contribute to filled to 
overflo~~d of nearly 1,soOfe hall a t 
Uppsala i11g the main 1ecttJ11oi:lY• July 
7, for t i.. Univers it y on 5Ju,,J1les Balfd-

. ,, •1e f " 0wn or wm, "'!!. appea rance o ~ · 
his pell 'Year old vel ist tf'le racial . ett' . - no f 
dilemrn.q_ . <l.hng analyses 0 te5· 

He a 111 the United 5ta ermanent 
R llq L f ~!'ingdom epresel:l. Ord caradon. 0 P 
to the 1:a.tive Of the Unite yrl~ted a 
special D United Nations, l<~8c1sm. or 
World ~togram on "White ·ect bemg 
approache0~unity," a subJ11roughout 
the Asse~b in many ways t 

With ly, . ·c fervor, 
Mr. BaldaJi:nost evangel1st1 

5cor ching 
message Wm delivered a rc11 with 
"betray !"charging the c~ l.I 

a of black Christians· . 
H e Prefaced h" . ddress with li f 1s mam a ,, 

a ~ mg of his own "religious c~e-
dentials as the son of a "blacl< Baptis t 
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minis ter who gave his life to the 
Christian fai th," and as one-time 
"young minis ter" who sin ce has lived 
outside the church and as "one of 
God's creatures." 

The novelis t accused Christians of 
"putting themselves out of touch with 
t hemselves" and of rat ionalizing their 
crimes against t heir neighbors. 

Against t he concept of "Black Pow
er" which today fr ightens ma ny people, 
Mr. Baldwin declared, churches over 
t he year s have used white power in 
a way that has condemned black men 
"because they are black." 

S tating t ha t "the destruction of the 
Chr is tian Ch ur ch as it is today may 
not only be necessary but desirable." 
Mr. Baldwin exhorted the a udience 
to "go back to t he source" and follow 
t he example of "the Hebrew criminal" 
who was hung on t he cross. 

Chr is tianity "still has t he power to 
move the world, if it will," he said. 

"It still has the power to change 
the s tructure of South Africa, to pre
vent the assassina tion of a nother 
Martin Luther King, to force my 

~ountry to s top from dropping bombs 
m South-East Asia." 
Lat~r in a press conference, Mr . 

~aldwm cal.led on white persons to 
. take _the risk of being as unpopular 
m then· communities as I am in my 
na tive country." 

"The problem is not what whites 
should do in the black community," 
he contmued. "The problem is what 
they can do in their own communi
ties. White people have the power- to 
be whit e means by defini tion t hat you 
have the power in t he present world 
and to be black means that you do not. 

The writer ca uUoned that "racism 
is almost certain to get worse on both 
s ides if some thing is not done to 
change t he present sit uation." 

EVANGELICAL VIEWS ON 
BIRTH CON TROL 

A symposium of 30 evangelical 
Protestants in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, has declared that birth 
control "is not in itself forbidden or 
s inful, providing the reasons for it are 
in harmony with t he total revelation 
of God for the individual life." 

The group made no distinction be
tween "natural" methods and the 
"artificial" methods condemned in 
Pope Paul's recent encyclical. 

The Symposium on t he Control of 

H uman Reproduction was co-sponsored 
by the 4,000-member Chr istian Med
ical Society, and Christianity Todciy. 
It included scholars from medicine, 
psychiatry, Jaw, sociology, a nd theolo
gy. They represented t he conservative 
or evangelical wing of P rotestantism, 
which views the B ible as the final a nd 
relia ble a uthori ty on moral issues. 

In contrast to t he papal encyclical, 
the declaration says "each ma n is 
ultimately r esponsible before God for 
his own actions a nd he cannot relin
quish t h is responsibility to others." 
Wh7re. the Bible is unclear , it says, 
Chnstians cannot speak with "bind
ing a uthority" a nd t hose seeking to 
follow Scripture may reach different 
conclusions. 

The declaration begins with a strong 
affirmation of the holiness of sexual 
intercourse, implicitly rejecting nega
t ive views of sex wh ich have some
t imes cha racterized conservative P rot
esta nts. Yet it also opposes situation 
ethics and condemns in tercourse out
side of marriage. 

The statement says, "Coitus was in
tended by God to include t he dual pur
poses of companionship and fulfillment, 
~s well as procreation." Although not
mg that the Bible holds procreation 
to be one purpose of m a rriage, t he 
s tatement says God also intended sex
ua l intercourse to be enjoyed even 
when procreation is impossible. "There
fore procreation need not be the im
mediate intention of husband a nd wife 
in t he sex act, which m ay be s imply 
the expression of Jove and of a desire 
for the mutual fu lfillment of n ormal 
human needs." 

T he s tatement allows birth control 
decisions to consider such factors as 
psychological deb ili ty, t he number of 
children already in the family, a nd 
fina ncial capability . The method used 
is not so much a religious as a scien
tific question, it states, a nd should be 
determined in consul tation with a 
physician. 

NIXON AND GRAHAM HANDSHAKE-
Richard M. Nixon a nd Evangelis t Billy 
Graha m shake h a nds with wheel chair 
p atients and oth er w ell wish e rs at the 
fina l service of the Pitts burgh Are a Cru
sad e in Pitt S tadium. Some 47,500 p e r
sons a ttended th e concluding cru sade 
and 2,278 persons respon d ed to the evan
g elists appeal to "accept Christ." Th e 
s e rvice had both Democratic a n d Repub
lican a ppeal a s a t e le gra m w a s r ecrd 
from Hubert H. Humphrey. (CRUSADE 
INFORMATION SERVICES PHOTO BY 

RUSS BUSBY). 
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HOW SERIOUS DO WE TAKE THE BIBLE? 
Bible Day in Nor th American Baptist Churches is one of the oldest 

obser vances honoring the Holy Scriptures. Since the first Bible Day 
observance in 1902, we have consistent ly upheld the Bible as our 
highest authority. The message of the Bible is at the heart of the 
preaching and teaching in our churches. Every doctrine and program 
that is developed has the Bible a·s its foundation. 

The Roger Williams P ress has always sponsored the observance 
of Bible Day and used the contributions received from the churches 
to distribute Bibles and Christ ian literature on our various mission 
fields. A por t ion of the Bible Fund is also used to suppor t the ministry 
of the American Bible Society. In the past , full t ime Bible Colporteurs 
who were appointed by the Roger Williams Press, traveled across the 
country by horse-drawn wa·gons to sell Christian literature, conduct 
church services, and distribute Bibles and New Testaments. Today 
this kind of work is being done through our missionaries and other 
personnel such as God's Volunteer s' directors and team members. 

The public media have ser ved to help r eproduce, pay for, trans
port and disseminate an incredibly larger number of portions of the 
Bible than in any earlier age. 

But some may ask, how much is the Bible being r ead today? We 
are living in a new and r evolut ionary age and what can an old book 
like the Bible say that would be meaningful in such an age of r evolu
tion ? Before one closes off the Biblical possibility for meaning in an 
age of r evolution, however , he should listen to the Bible and look at 
its record in history. A r ereading of the Bible makes it clear that the 
books which make it up were written to be around in r evolutionary 
t imes. Were the prophets not r evolutionaries ? How often have not 
people been transformed, r adically changed, in different ages when 
they have listened to the authentic message of the Bible? If it is r ead 
with alertness it will do the same in our day. This is assuming that the 
Bible has been made available in meaningful translations. 

According to Dr. Martin Marty, the Bible will t ake its place in a 
revolutionary-secular age, in a day of shaking up in world and church, 
as its r eaders regard it as a sununons. 

"The local police exists to ser ve the community." That may be 
information and the Bible is fu ll of information. 

"There will be a safety meeting sponsored by the police next Tues
day." That is notification and the Bible is full of notification. 

" The local police are having their annual benefit fair, and they 
invite you to come." This is invitation, and the Bible contains much of 
invitation. 

"We'r e from the local police, and we wan t you to come with us to 
headquarters." That is a summons, and it requires action . 

With what anticipation and seriousness do we read God's Word to 
us, t he Bible? 

- J ohn Binder 
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The 
Swingers' 

Bible &ge 1\lltmta lou 

by A rthur Gordon 

JN A Chicago hospital, d is
pirited patients s tir, turn their heads, 
and finally sit up to listen as a man 
reads aloud from a paperback book. 
In New York, crowds sna p up five 
hundred copies from a single counter 
in less than ten minu tes. In Atlanta, 
a donor offers four thousand to cus
tomers in a campus bookstore and sees 
them vanish within hours. In Seattle, 
a twelve-year-old glances up from t he 
pages with wonder and delight. 

"This can't be the Bible," she says 
unbelievingly, "I can unders tand it!" 

But it is the Bible, or at least the 
portion most familiar to Christians: 
t he New Testament. Issued two years 
ago by the American Bible Society 
with a catchy ti tle Good News for 
Modern Man, a nd sold now at a below
cost price of thirty-five cents, this 
ultra-modern t ranslation from the 
earliest Greek texts has been called by 
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some "the swingers' Bible ," by others 
"the gospel in street clothes." By any 
name it is a publishing sensation. 
Without fanfare, with no advertising 
whatever, sales are pushing past the 
ten-million mark, a nd orders are pour
ing in al the rate of more than thir 
teen thousand a day. 

No one is more happily a s tonished 
b_y. th is runaway. best seller than of
f1c1als ~t the Bib_le Society in New 
York City. The first prin t-order for 
the TEV,. as they call it- Today's Eng
lish V e1·s1on of the Scriptu,r es-was a 
modest 1:5?,000. Outlets. were limited. 
But t_hc t1mmg was brilliant. In t he 
twentie th century English has b 
h . ' ecomc 

L e closest thmg to a world Ja ng · k · uage since ome Greek- common G . k w d. r~ _ 
as so use m the Roman E rnp· t 

ti d ire wo iousan years ago. For a n t" 
billion people, English is no~ l~ate_d 
ma ry or secondary language A pri-

. s t he 

" The one who thinks he's stmuling up 
better be caref1.il that he doesn't fall." 

I Corinthians 10:12 

tide of world-literacy rose hi crher m ore 
and more reques ts from ove~sea~ were 
reaching the society for a vers ion of 
the Scriptures in which t he authors 
of the Gospels would "just talk in 
print," in clear, unders ta ndable Eng
lish. 

Ii:t 1962, therefore, the job of pre
parmg such a version was handed to 
Dr. Robert G. Bratcher a full-t ime 
employee of the society'~ translations 
departmen t. Born in Brazil of Ameri
can missionary parents, Bob Bratcher 
grew up with a great flair for la n
g_uages. A graduate of Southern Bap
tist Theologica l Seminary in Louisville, 
~entucky, he served as a chaplain 
111 the Navy, then spent eight years 
~s a missionary in Brazil before join
ing the Bible Society. 
Fo~ the next two a nd a ha lf years, 

workmg mainly at home with en cour
a~_ei:ii~nt a nd occasiona l good-humor~d 
cuticism from his school-teacher wife 
and three children, Bratcher translated 
the Greek text of t he New Testame~t 
m~o la nguage tha t sounded as if ~t 
might be spoken today on any Ameri
can street corner 

It was pains taking but excit ing 
work. "The hardest part," says 
Bratcher, "was trying to blot ou_t _a~ 
my academic a nd theological train inc. 
&nd Put myself in the shoes of a read
er for whom English might be only a 
second la nguage. But in a way, yo~ 
know, the men who se t down t hOS 
words nineteen cent uries ago had t~c 
same Problem. They weren 't primarilY 
concerned with literary form ; t heY 
~ere trying to r each the widest pos
sible audi_cnce wit h la ng uage th~! 
would be mstantly understood. That 
what I tr ied to do, staying as dos~ 
to the original mea ning as possible. 
D~y after day, Bratcher would tr~ns

late m longha nd, s triving to keep with
;n a vocabulary of about three thou
sand words. In the even ing, often at 
the supper table Bratcher would asl{ 
his wife or one dr the child re n to read 
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"Jesus took the bread, gave thanks to God, and distributed 
it t o the people sitting down." John 5 :11 

" Take them out of here! D o not make my Father's hcntse 
a market place!" John 2 :16 

his day's work aloud. If they hesitated 
over a word or s tumbled over a phrase, 
he would make a mental note to 
change it. 

Once a section of manuscript had 
won family approval, Bratcher would 
mail it to the Bible Society where 
copies were made and sent to twenty 
outstanding Bible scholars and tran
lators. Sugges tions from these ex~erts 
were carefully weighed and sometimes 
incorporated, bu_t the bulk of the 
tra nslation remau~s as B~atcher sub
mit ted it to the Bible Society. 

The sense of. immedi~cy, of _thi_ngs 
happening now m TEV 1s astorushmg. 
All t he "th ees" a nd " thous," the "un
tos" and the "verilys" of the tradi
tional versions are gone. Measuren;ents 
and units of curr~nc~ are n;?dermzed: 
a "Sabbath Day_s ,,lourn,7y b~;o:111es 
"about half a rrule ; . a talent 1s a 
" thousand dollar s." Times of day are 
clar ified: "It was nine_ o'clo~k in the 
morning when they na1l~d him to the 
cross .... " "It was getting on. toward 
evening when Joseph of Arima thea 
a rrived. · . ·" 

Throughout the text, the words of 
J esus often have: a start~ing ~reshne_ss . 
There is n~w impact 1~ ~is _advice 
to a nxiety-ridden people . Which of 

u can Jive a few more years by 
~~rrying about it ?" Ai:d fro~ Mat
thew: "Look at the birds flymg a
round: they do not p~a~t seeds, gath
er a harvest, and put 1t m barns. Your 
Father in heaven takes care of them. 
Aren't you worth much more than 
birds?" And one can a~most hear the 
regal scorn in Jes~s· v01ce wh e_n Ju.?as 
comes to betray him with a loss: Be 
quick about it, friend." 

The casual read_er w_ho dips into 
TEV is likely to fmd himself caught 
and held by the _swift-p'.lced narra tive 
and deceptively s imple dialogue . In the 
a fterm ath of an unsuccessful attempt 
to arrest J esus, for example, "The 
guards went back to the chief priests 
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and the Pharisees who asked them, 
'Why did you not bring him along?' 
The gua rds answered, 'Nobody has 
ev.er ta lked the way t his man does! ' 
'Did he fool you, too? ' the Phari
sees asked them." Plain though t he 
la nguage is, the admiration of the 
guards and the fury and bitterness 
of t he Pharisees come crackling 
through. 

To the average layman, many pas
sages are much clearer. The familiar 
King J ames Version's rendering of the 
firs t Beatitude, "Blessed a re the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the k ingdom of 
heaven" becomes "Happy are t hose 
who know that t hey are spiritually 
poor : the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
them!" In St. P aul's famous descrip
tion of love in his letter to the Cor
inthians, where the King James Ver
s ion says that cha rity "thinke th no 
evil," Bratcher translat es, "Love does 
n ot keep a record of wrongs." The key 
Greek word, he says, is a counting
house t erm that appears in many 
a ncient papyri. He is sure that St. 
Paul used it in just t hat sense. 

A key factor in TEV's acceptance, 
everyone agrees, was t he choice of 
an illustrator: Annie Vallotton, a 
Swiss-born artist who lives in Paris 
and whose drawings convey a maxim
um meaning with a minimum of line 
-almost a kind of picture shorthand. 
\Vorking on the two hundred or so 
drawings that appear in TEV, Mlle . 
Vallotton would often ma ke thirty or 
forty sketches before one satisfied her. 
"Depicting evil," she says, " is easy 
. .. you ca n always portray a villain, 
or convey some emotion like anger 
or greed. Portraying good is m uch 
harder." 

Sometimes, in her quest for s im
plicity, she would ask children for the ir 
opinion. Once, illust rating the passage 
in Matthew where J esus u rges each 
of his d isciples to take up his own 
cross, she drew a w hole crowd of 
cross-burdened h umanity following a 

Savior who was striding on a head. One 
young critic was troubled; J esus look
ed too carefree, he said, too uncon
cerned. The artis t's find solution was 
to t ake Christ out of the picture al
together and leave only his foot -prints 
leadmg the way. 

Sometimes the Vallotton drawings 
a re gay caricatures- the proud Phari
sees become fat a nd pompous and 
foolish. At other times, what is left 
out seems to speak louder t ha n what 
is put in. Bible Society officials are 
pleased because the drawings tran
scend such things as nationality, lan
guage, or race. A man in Evanston, 
Indiana, reported that he and his wife 
invented a gam e: she would cover the 
text, sh ow him a drawing, a nd chal
lenge him to guess the passage. A 
reader wrote: "It's str a nge : t he man 
in the drawing has no face, but you 
can tell he's afraid; t he woman has 
no eyes, but you can tell she's crying." 

As the translation neared com
pletion, the question of a t itle and 
a cover design for the paperback arose. 
F or mont hs all sort s of possibilities 
were suggested a nd r ejected. As t he 
deadline drew near, no one was more 
baffled t han Laton E. Holmgren, one 
of the society's two gener al secretaries . 
One n ight in Manhattan he climbed 
into bed planning to read himself to 
sleep with t he evening paper. Sudden
ly, as he stared at t he headlines, a n 
idea struck him. This, surely, was the 
way m odern man received most of his 
news. And if t he gospel was indeed 
"good news," why not say so in t he 
title of TEV? And why no t decorate 
t he cover with mastheads of t he great 
newspape rs of t he world? 

H olmgren was so excited t ha t he 
jumped out of bed, t hrew on his 
clothes, hurried down to T imes 
Square and bought an a rmful of out
of-town newspapers. Back in his apart
ment, he snipped of t he mastheads, 
arranged them on t he floor in a m ont
age, and in great excitement tele-
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'''flz/3 aevil is prowling about" 
. I Peter 5:8 

ned t he society's art director . "I 
1111° • ot it '" h .- ink Ive g · e cried. Next day, 
~eryone agreed that he had. 
e p raise for TEV has come from 

nY sources. The New York T imes 
J11~1ed it "the n:ost readable of any 
ell.sting translations." In a lead edi
e:;ial th~ con~ervative Chri.st ianity T o
~y praised it for rna king the Scr ip-

res "as cun ent as tomorrow morn
~~g·s newspaper." A Jesuit priest, the 
1 ev. Wa lter M . Abbott, cons ultan t at 
fi,e Va tican, wrot~ : "I t hink it is the 

st modern version that I've seen. 
~~ith t his. ve rsion the people of today 

n experience wha t t he first hearers 
c~ the Good Ne~s experie nced." 
0 r.J"ot everyone is Willing to excha nge 

)1e stately cadences of the King J am es 
t ers ion or th~ R evised Standard Ver -
·on for the s imple directness of TEV. 
~hen a British edition appeared in 
Janua ry, 1~6~, c~itic Ma lcolm Mug
O'eridge, writing m the London Ob
;erver, took a ngry exception: "F or 
some 350 years, the Authorized Ver
sion has bee_n for the English-speaking 
people a unique treasury of truth, in
spira tion, 8:nd poetic language . On 
what conceivable basis are we to as
sume that today the message of t he 
Gospels and f'.Pis tles ca n be conveyed 
onlY in the Jaunty prose of tabloid 
news-paper~, advertising copy, a nd 
public-relations ha ndouts?" And he 
added: "Wha t a n outcry there would 
have been if Sha kespeare had been 
accorded the same treatment as the 
r.J"eW Testament!" 

Some dissenter accuse Bratcher a nd 

6 

the Bible Society of exploiting sacred 
writings for financial gain. (Brat cher 
has received nothing but his salary, 
and the society con tinues to lose 
money.) Others seem convinced that 
t he King J ames Vers ion was divinely 
sanctioned exactly as written in the 
seventeenth century, a nd that no syl
lable of it should ever be changed. 

"It's not surprising," Bratcher says. 
"People tend to like what they know ; 
whatever 's familiar is best. Also, some 
people feel that if you change a wor d 
you m ust be cha nging the meaning. 
which isn' t necessar ily so .. . you may 
be clari fying the meaning . I deally, of 
course, the re should be three t ra ns
lations in each of the ma jor languages : 
a traditional version l ike t he K ing 
J a mes, a version for schola rs like t he 
J erusalem Bible, a nd a common la n
guage translation tha t can cons tantly 
be brough t up to date as the la nguage 
changes." 

All letters of protest a re a nswered 

Jesus spolce: " Weren' t ten men made 
clean? W her e ar e the ot her nine9 
Couldn' t they also conie baclc and giv~ 
tl_u:mlcs ,;o God and not only this f or
e1g ner Y uulce 11 :17-18 

persona lly by Brat cher who calls the 
ta_sl.< ·:~ pretty good exe rcise in hu
m 11t_ty. ~le u~':'~lly begins by acknowl
e~gmg his critic s denunciation : "Dea r 
Sir, I'm sorry. you feel a ll copies of 
T oday's Engl ish V ersion should b 
publicly burned .... " "Dear Madame 
I regret that you thin~ I should b~ 
decorated by the K rem hn .. . . " Then 
he ~oes on to expla in t ha t all English 
vers ions of the Bible are translations 
and t hat T EV was not des igned a~ 
a_ replacem_ent for any of t he trad i
t iona l vers ions, but as a supplem t 
t~ t hem .. As he wri tes, he conso~~ 
himse lf with the though t that d' s · f t . · zssa t
~ s ac io_n w1lh t ranslators of t he Bibi 
is not hing new. As early a s the four e 
cent ury, S t. J erome was bit ter ! th 
tacked by contemporaries WI ~ at-

10 clarmed 

t ha t his work was not so much a 
vers ion as a perversion of the Scrip
tures. 

Ma ny stories fil ter back to the Bible 
Society of the impact of the TEV 
on readers. It is said to be the pa per
back mos t in demand among U. S. 
forces in Vietnam. It has had great 
acceptance in prisons, and in rehabili
tation centers for drug addicts and 
alcoholics. It has a lso brought about 
numerous individual conversions. 

A t present, Bra tcher is one of sev
eral tra ns lators ha rd at wor k on a 
TEV t ra nslation of the Old Tes ta
ment. "It's more difficul t t han the 
~cw Testament," he says, "H ebrew 
is much harder to render into English 
tha n Gree k. Our targe t da te for com
P_letion is five years from now. Some
t imes, when I'm w res tling wi th t he 
Psalms, I wonder if we'll make it ." 

But he smiles a s he says it and 
no one a t Bible House seems to doubt 
that by 1973 a transla tion will be pro
duced tha t may win as ma ny new 
reader s for the Old Testament as Good 
News for M odern Man has won for t he 
New. And of t he millions so reached 
many will agree with the Indian i~ 
~ua~ema la who was given a Spanish 
ers1on of the Good N eics to read, 

went away for a while, the n came back 
to_ th?,nk t~e donor. "I though t," he 
said, that zt was just anot her book. 
But I found that it was anot her m uch 
fuller , life." ' 

0 
~~Pl_·inted by permission f rom the 

hnst7an H erald, Ju ly 1968 issue. 

" It isn't ri / l 
g 1· I 01· you to be prou,d." 

I Cor inthians 5 :6 

BAPTIST HERALD 

The Art of 
Public Bible Reading 

HA VE YOU ever noticed t he 
reading ol' t he Scripture lesson often 
reaches a low poin t in l istener at
ten t ion ? This happens in Sunday 
school classes, women's a nd men's 
meetings, and oth er gat herings as well 
as in formal public worship. T he Word 
of God is a sharp t wo-edged sword 
capable of penetrating to our spir itual
intellect ual-emotional marrow and 
joints. But minis ters a nd laym en alike 
often handle it as if it were a putty 
knife. 

No m atter how great its inheren t 
force a passage can become dull a nd 
spiritless if read in public casually and 
without prepara t ion. "Ho, every one 
t hat th irsteth; come ye to the wa
t e1·s .... " (Isa 55 :1) can be droned 
in ho-hum fashion as if the reader had 
never known spir i tual t h irs t- or the 
boundless joy of rece iving "wine a nd 
milk wi thout m oney and withou t 
price." 

There is a widespread assumption 
that anyone with aver age education 
a nd competence can read Scripture 
in public with little or no effort. And 
the nex1: step is t o conclude : "I have 
to spend my t ime on my lesson, my 
talk, my devot ional, or my sermon." 
The result is that many persons read 
Scripture in public without a ny pre
vious preparation. 

I should like t o propose a r a ther 
radical idea. No matter what the occci
sion the pnblic reading of Scripture 
i s of crucictl importance . . Therefore it 
requires care ful pr~parat1on. The fol
lowing five suggest wns can help one 
w ield t he t wo-edged sword so. that i t 
achieves h igh listener attention and 
lasting r esults. 

1 Wri te out the Scr ipture lesson
on ·the typewriter or by hand-and 
read from the ma nuscript r a t her than 
from a printed page. There are good 
reasons for suggesting t his. One is 
t he pr inters arra nge th~ir type so t hat 
t he margins are straigh t. Therefore 
words must often be divided at the 
ends of t he lines, and the reader's 
eyes mus t jump fr om the right m argin 
a ll t he way ba ck to t he left in order 
to see the whole words. Equally im
porta n t t he a rrangement of material 
in line~ of equal length tends to in
ter r upt the natur8;1 flow of mea_ning. 
When one is r eading from a printed 
page i t is easy to pause at places 
tha t ' ought to flow on ai:d to skip by 
o ther poin ts where the l isteners need 
a brief stop. 
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by Webb Garrison 

P reparing a copy of t he Scr ipture 
lesson will also foster union between 
you and t he Word. As you copy, you 
will find meanings leaping toward you 
t hat would be overlooked in a casual 
reading. You will, in a sense, be m ade 
a capt ive of the Word. When that hap
pens, your public rea ding becomes a 
pouring out of something t hat has be
come part of you. You ar e merely a 
chanel through which t he vital, living 
Word flows out t o others. 

2. Read the lesson in its larger con
tex t at least once. This will r einforce 
its grip upon your mind. At t he same 
time, the lesson seen in its whole 
setting will "come alive" for you. It 
does not exist in isolation: nerves a nd 
arteries a nd sinews connect i t with 
the w hole body of Scrip ture of which 
it is a part. 

F ailure to t ake account of t he larger 
contex t is, of course, a prime source 
of doubtful or even erroneous exposi
tion. Treated a s if it were a n inde
penden t en tity, a passage m ay le nd 
itself to gross d istortion. Such dis
tortion is not l imited t o the sermon or 
lesson based upon a segment of Scr ip
ture. It can take place in t he public 
reading by, for exam ple, emphasis up
on some wor d or phase tha t deserves 
no such emphasis when t he la rger 
context is considered. 

3. Try to imagine yourself in the 
s ituation w ith which the lesson deals. 
If action is involved, as i t is in most 
Scr ipture o the r tha n t he P salms and 
the letters of P aul, try to take part 
in that a ction t hrough the lives of t he 
men a nd women involved. T1·y to be 
for a m oment a hot and thirsty t ravel
e r, fresh from t he deser t, eagerly look 
ing [or a street vendor who will sell 
a dr ink of wa ter from h is goatskin 
bag-and in that mood hear t he in
vitation to come wi thout money. Once 
YOU have done t his, your reading of 
Isaiah 55 :1 will be tra nsformed, and 
those who listen will catch t he note 
of reality. 

Even the accounts of the stirring 
events in our Lord's last week on 
eart h, a nd of what took p lace at Cal
vary, can be read in such a d istant 
~vay t hat listeners automatically rc
Ject the words. But when a speaker 
begins to tell them a bout something 
that he almost seems to have wit
nessed, they wil l l isten. T he reverent 
use of your imagination will help the 
n~native portions of Scripture come 
ahvc [or you and your hearers. 

4. Wi th your manuscript prepared 
so that its physical appearance aids 
the natural flow of meaning, go back 
over it and underline and mark for 
em phasis a nd shades of meaning. This 
will ma ke it easier to preserve the very 
importan t eye-contact with listeners, 
wh ile y ielding yourself as a channel 
through which t he mean ing of the 
lesson can surge. 

In making t his suggestion, I am not 
recommending " theatrical" reading of 
Scripture. This hollow, phony pro
cedure is t he Yery opposite of what I 
have been trying to suggest. As some
one has well said, "Scripture reading 
is not a performa nce but rather com
munication of t he Word." To the 
degree t hat a teacher or preacher or 
devo tional lea der becomes concerned 
with the impression he himself is mak
ing upon his listeners, he loses the 
ability to be a channel for t he Word. 
A Scripture lesson is not a vehicle for 
showing off t he reader's skill as an 
actor, or his fine voice, or his power 
of visualization. To use it this way 
is to perver t the role of t he witness
communicator. But when this ever
present clanger is recognized as one 
subtle way in which t he devil appeals 
to pride, a marked manuscript can 
help gi\'e power to public reading : 

5. Finally, I strongly urge that you 
read your lesson aloud as many t imes 
as necessary in order to master it. 
Many slovenly readings, to say nothing 
of slips of speech and out right blun
ders, result from assuming that visual 
and oral reading are the same. That 
is far from true, t he two forms are 
really quite differen t kinds of com
munication. Word combinations that 
give the eye no t rouble may hopelessly 
twist t he tongue. And in oral reading 
t he voice must do for t he listener what 
punctuation mar ks and capital letters 
do for the reader. 

By following some of these practices 
a nd adapting others to fit your own 
personality a nd exper ience, you may 
well find that the reading of the 
Scripture lesson becomes the h igh 
poin t rather than t he low point of any 
pcl'iocl in which you seek to be an in
termediary bet ween God and your 
fellow men. 

Dr. W ebb GmTison is pastor of the 
Ce11 l rnl Methodi8t Clmr ch, E ua11 suille, 
Indiana. 

Reprin ted by permission from Chri -
tia11ity Toclciy, Ja11um'y 21, 1966, issue. 
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I N THE steaming jungles of 
t he Peruv ian Amazon, a translator 
wonders what to do \vith Matthew 
5 :45: "God sends rain on t he just and 
the unjus t." Rain falls so often and 
so heavily in that part of the >vorld 
as to be a curse, not a blessing. This 
translator faces t he prob!P.m of the 
connotative meaning of t he passag~ 
and must decide how to make t he pas
sage convey i ts true meaning. 

The Brazilian committee, working on 
a revis ion of the Bible in Portuguese, 
cannot translate Matthew 5 :3 literally, 
"Blessed are t he poor in spirit," for 
the phrase, pobre de espirito, in Portu
guese is used to describe a person 
whose mental facilities are not what 
t hey should be. This is a prclllem of 
idiom. 

In the Kissi Zcmgua.ge of the R e
public of Guinea, a missionary comes 
to J ames 3: 12, which speaks of fig 
trees, olives, grapevines, and figs. Un
fortunately, none of these is known 
to her readers. What will she do? She 
must ma ke; apprl:pria~" substitutions 
if the passage is to make '.'ny sense at 
all. So her lrans:atiu1: reads: "Can the 
mango tree beai· orn:1ges? Can the 
kola tree bear ma ngoes?" She has 
solved the proble;,1 of cultural cquival
e1~ce. 

These are just a fpw of the prob
lems faced by transla torc; all over the 
wurld as th~!· search for nc·w words 
.vhich will cc,n•; cy. with the same 
'iegree of clr.ritv meaning a nd l orce, 
the message f.h at was spokl'n a nrl wr it
ten long age in old words. 

Nearly 3000 people currentl y give 
rrwst or all of t heir time lo the cver
growing worl' of 8 cl'i7; !1:,rc transl•itiun 
and r evision, workin~ in nearly 500 
languages in 130 count ries. The ques
tions they face and the problems they 
m ust solve are m ucl1 more complex 
than t hose encoun t·~red by a commen
tator working simply in English. 

Most obviolis, of cour se, are prob
lems posed by t he ·;as t differences be
tween t he culture of the languages in 
which the Bible was wri tten and that 
cf the language :n \vhich the translator 
is working. In a t ro;11ca l setting, where 
mow is unknown, how will he trans
la te, "though your s ins are like scarlet 
they shall be while as s now" (Isaial~ 
1 :18)? Obviously he must find some 
equivalent in the language which rep
resents t he ultimate in whiteness, or 
purity. This may be f.l ~c egret's fea ther 
a nd so his translation may read, "the; 
shall be white as c..n egret's fea ther." 
The re_st of the ve rs0, " they shall be
come like wool," m:iy l:Je di fficult a lso 
for the local wool may be brown Ol: 
black, not white! 

In a landlocked Mosai tribe on t he 
edge of t he Sahara de;;ert, whose peo
ple know nothing of targ0 shi ps 
lt'anslator had to fi nd the cttlt~ra~ 

equivalent of an cmchor, in trcinslnti11g 
H ebrews 6:18-19 which speaks of 
"hope . . . as a S1tre and steadfast 
anchor of the soul." 

But the problem of cultura l equiva
lents is fa irly s imple, when compared 
with the probl<?ms rosed by the s truc
ture of Ja ngue<(;•)S. Ma ny languages 
have ca tegoric$ w!i '.ch are unkr.own in 
Hebrew or Greek. Some languages 
make a d istinction betv,ccn the inclu
sive a nd exclusive first persona l pro
nouns "we," "us," <!nrl "ours," depend
ing on whether t he person, or persons, 
addressed is included, or not. When 
lhe disciples in t he s term on the lake 
waked J esus with t he ques tion, 
"Teacher, do you no t care if w e 
perish?" (Marl: J :38), the tra nslator 
must decide whether or not J esus \\'US 

included among those in danger of 
perishing. The same applies to Peter's 
statement on the Mount of Tra nsfig
uration : "Master, it is well faat 1:;0 

are here; let us make th ree booths ... . " 
A choice between the two forms must 
be made, since the dis tinction is ob
ligatory no t optional. 

Some modern languages also a.r0 
more precise in particulars t ha n the 
Biblica l la nguages. In so;-r.·:: languages 
one can not simply say, "bear his (•\\'n 
cross" (Luke 14 :27). He m ust choose 
between words that specify how it is 
carried. In t he arms? On the shoulder? 
Across the back ? On the head ? When 
the t ransla tors working in 1.he Akha 
language of North Burmct c:ime to 
Hebrews 11 :37, "they were sawn in 
two," t hey had to answer the question: 
"Which way? Across or lengthwise?" 

I n other cases, t:1e translator must 
take care to use tile correct tov1e 
a~cent on a word, for the meaning 
will change with t he tone. One t ra ns
lator in .the Birifor language of Upper 
Volta discovered that in nne of his 
early drafts of the feedir.g of the five 
t~~usand. his readers were not suf
ficiently unpressed, inasmuch as they 
read that J esus had five loa ves and 
two elephants at his disposal! The 
translat~r had used the wrong accent, 
so that mstead of t he in tentlccl mea n
mg "fish" the war~ mean t "elepha nts." 

. Metaphors, similes, and other figura
tive .expressions musi. be handled \\'ith 
specrn!. care. T hp meaning ot th~ meta
pho_: _I a m tr.e bread o · life" (John 6 ·3::i ) . . ' 

· is quite unmistaka ble and bread 
ysually has ~he rnme fu•1cticn in m ost 
; Pguages tnat it has in t he Bible. 
c~\ ev~n t~1o ugh ~h.:· peopl~ of th_e 
. ·

0 tribe m Mex1-::o have bread it 
1s not a st · ( ' ~,. t1 f ap1e ood. but a del icacy, 
H.,e or dessert •}n specia l occas ions. 
- ad the trans lator used tl1n Cl1ol word 
TGl' "b · d " " rea • Jesus wou ld have> bc·.m 
ri:r~resentecJ as bt> :n:~ a clcliracy dc~ ir
ac·ie only on '!'> · 1 · ' d 0 t t I sl er.,<: occasions an n · 
, 

1
: abso!u t~Jy indi:.pensablc s~s tc11ance 

'or ma n s life Th ,, functional cquh·nJ-
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m t of the Bibliwl ''bread" in t he Chol 
language is t he thin corn cake eaten 
daily, the waj. 

"The Old is Better" 
The greater part of the translators' 

work is in revis ion, not new trans
lations. Many of the first tra nslations 
are now inadequak , not only because 
of obvious changes in language, but 
because many of the transla t ions were 
so painfully literal that s?mc passages 
conveyed either no meamng at a ll or 
else the wrong mear.ing. For if t he 
tra nslated passage is to be clear and 
intelligible to today'~ r~adcr, much 
information t hat is 1mp]Jed must be 
made explicit-else there may be no 
communication at all. Take as an ex
ample t he statement that J ohn 
"preached a baptism .of ,;epentance _for 
the forgiveness of SH~S (M~rk 1.4). 
Much is implied in this concise. s~at~
ment that must be made explicit m 
translation, if the text is to be clear 
and meaningful. Consequently, the 
translation of the passage must often 
b . "J ohn preached to the people: 
.;~u must turn away. from your bad 
ways and 1 will baptize you •. so that 
God will forgive the bad thmgs you 
have done.'" . . . 

Another reason why rev1s1ons ?f ex-
is ting translations . art~ neefdedld i: athde 
d' ery and publ!ca 10n o o e1 n 
b ist~o~ manuscripts of Biblical books. 

Ne ei.. 'nal copy of any book of the o 01 1g. · · I 
Bible has survived, so tha_t t he ongma 
text has to be . determm~d. from a 
t d and comparison of existing ha nd

~~itien copies. The H ebrew tex t OJ 
the Ol<.l T estament and the (}reek text 

New Testament are constantly 
obf. the o1·1·ected in light of recent dis-

eing c . . · f th 
coveries. Two sizable porc~:i~ns 1~47 . e 
book of I saiah, discov~re ~nQ m 
t h Dead Sea commumty o umran, 

e thousand years older than the 
are one we had until t hen. Two 
~Ides~] co~~blished pa pyri manuscripts 
recetln YGospel of John which a re one 
of 1e 'u th other 
hundred years ?Ider i an et . " 

.· ts (with the excep 10n Ol 
manuscrd1pfragments) shed new light 
scattere ' ·gina l text of t he Gospel a nd 
on the or1 t'1mes to confirm, in other 
serve some · · f 
ins ta nces to invalidate, t he op1mon o 
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textua l critics. We know, for example, 
that the story of the woman taken 
in adultery (J ohn 7:53-8:1) is no 
part of t he original Gospel of J ohn; 
we also know t hat t he explanation 
of the movement of t he water at t he 
pool of Bethesda (J ohn 5 :3b-4) is a 
later insertion , nor part of t he origina l. 

We a lso have more adequate re
sources for understanding the la n
guage of t he Bible. I n Luke 2 :14, for 
example, we read in the King J ames 
Version of 1611, " Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth r>eace, good will 
toward men." Older manuscripts tell 
us t ha t we should translate t he second 
half of the verse, " and on earth peace 
to men of good will." But the question 
arises : "Whose good wiJJ ?" It might 
appear to be a human quality. But the 
manuscripts from t he Dead Sea es
tablish t he correct meaning, since the 
equivalent phrase in Aramaic shows 
tha t this word re fers to God's good 
will. So t he R evised Standard Version 
translates, "peace among m en with 
whom he is pleased," and t he New 
England Bible r ender s it , "his peace 
for men on whom h is favor rests." 

New words for old! Words which 
are clea r a nd intelligible, which speak 
to t wentieth-century people, wherever 
t hey live, a re what the translator seeks, 
so as to convey t he exact meaning of 
the old words of the timeless Good 
News. F or , as t he King J ames r e
visers so beautifuly stated it: "Tra;1s
lation it is that openeth t he window, 
to let in t he l ight; that breaketh the 
shell, that we may eat the k ernel; 
that putteth a side the curtain, that we 
may look in to t he most H oly place; 
that removeth the cover of the well, 
that we may come by the water." 

Dt. R obert G. B ratcher is the son 
of Baptist m issionar·ies to Brazil. H e 
has taiight at the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, U. 
S. A., and the Baptist Theological 
Semin(l.ry, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. H e 
serves now as a special secretary in 
the translations departm.ent of t he A 
mericcm Bible Society. 

R eprinted by permission from the 
Baptist World, December 1966 issue. 

BY MRS. HERBERT HILLE R, 
Woodsid e, New York, 

President Woman's Missionary Un ion 

DAIW TA CONFERENCE WMU 
Out of pioneer perseverence and 

determination was born t he Dakota 
Conference Woman's Missionary Union. 
It was organized on June 28, 1912 at 
Avon, South Dakota. Our Conference 
includes all NAB churches in North 
and South Dakota and the eastern 
part of Montana. These ~hurches are 
loca ted in the "land of infinite var
iety." It is a land of rolling prairies, of 
beautiful valleys a nd s tretches of 
plains. 

God has led our dear women in a 
marvelous way His wonders to per
form. The pioneers in this area had 
to depend on the tilling of t he soil 
for their sustenance. Th ey toiled and 
la bored from early morning until late 
at night to provide for t heir family. 
In spite of droughts, hailstorm, floods 
a nd hot winds th at da maged t he crops, 
the people tried to carry on the work 
of the Lord. In 1909, even before t he 
Dakota Confe rence WMU was official
ly organized, t he women's groups re
por ted a membership of 204 and today 
we have 76 societies with a member
ship of approximately 1610. The wom
en have always sacrificially given to 
missions. In 1909, t hey gave $412.50 
a nd during t his fiscal year , $9,888.60 
was contributed. 

One outstanding feature of our a rea 
is the way t he Lord has called many 
into full-t ime Christian wor k. By 1958, 
over 200 \vorkers had already gone into 
full-time Christian service. Of t his 
total approximately 65 missionaries 
a nd an equal number of missionary 
wives had gone forth into all parts of 
the world to spread the Gospel mes
sage. Many more have responded since 
that time. It is quite evident that t he 
Da kota Conference WMU had a share 
in n ot only challenging t hem to enter 
Chr is t's service, but also in lending 
support t hrough their prayers and 
sacrificial giving. The Lord of the 
Harvest has truly sent for th His la 
borers through His servants. 

May we be cha llenged to do even 
GREATER WORKS for t he Lord in 
the years to come. 

by Mrs. Ray Hoffm an 
President, Dakota Conf. WMU 
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Writing Letters To Missionaries 
by Nancy N. Wiley 

Dear Friends in the "Regions Beyond," 
At the last meeting of our Women's Missionary Society here at (Calvary/ 

Grace/Bethel) church we all drew names of missiona ries to write to during this 
coming (week/ month/year), and I drew your name. I count it a privilege to be 
able to help correspond with some of our m issionaries. You dear people are 
mentioned so often at our meetings that I feel I know you personally, although 
I'm not sure if I was there the night you spoke in our church. That was quite 
a while ago I think. 

The weather here in (California/ Iowa/P ennsylvania) has been very (pleasant/ 
wet/hot) so far this (winter/ spring/ summer/fall). Attendance at our church 
has been (fairly good/excellent/disappointing) recently. Right now we are all 
busy working on our (Christmas/Easter Cantata/VBS schedule). We surely 
love our pastor and his dear wife . 

How do you like your work there in (Japan/Brazil/Cameroon)? I think it's 
just wonderful of you to go to these needy people. What kind of work do you do? 
I know t his is rather late notice, but it would be so nice if you could find time 
to answer this before next week's meeting so that I could read your letter to 
the other ladies. I'm sure they would be as interested as I am in hearing from 
you PERSONALLY. Just tell us all about yourselves, your work, t he people, the 
country, the customs, the problems you face, etc. It doesn't have to be long. 

It is sort of ha rd to write to someone you've never met, so guess I'll save t he 
rest of the news 'ti! next time. May the Lord bless you in the wonderful work 
you are doing. 

In this day of instant lemonade and 
pre-packaged pie crust, the above is an 
example of an instant, pre-packaged 
letter to a missionary. Fill in the 
blanks with the appropriate (word/ 
phrase/sentence ) and drop it in your 
nea res t mailbox. The missionary to 
whom you are writing will add yours 
to the 10 to 20 other identical letters 
(give or take a few details) t hat are 
already sitting on the desk waiting to 
be answered. 

The purpose of this article is not 
to reveal to you the cynical, ungrate
ful side of the missionaries with whom 
you correspond. The intention is rath
er to share with you one of the most 
time-consuming a nd frustrating tasks 
of missionary work- t he matter of cor
r espondence. Before going a ny further, 
it must be understood t hat all mis
s ionar ies like to receive mail. Far 
worse than having 10 to 20 varieties 
of the a bove-cited letter would be hav
ing none at all. It is also a known 
fact among missionaries that each year 
on t he field brings fewer letters than 
the previous year. Based on t he Law 
of D iminishing Results , if the mission
ary st ayed away from home long 
enough, his correspondence problem 
would be solved. This is obviously not 
t he solution the missionary is seeking, 
nor the one desired by the people 
at home. 

Usually it is t he missionary wife 
who falls heir to the position of officia l 
secretary for the household. Prayer 
letters, printed or mimeographed, must 
be sent out at regular intervals. 
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Your sister in the faith, 
Betty Layman 

Monthly or bi-monthly reports should 
be written to each of the supporting 
churches. There is a steady stream of 
correspondence with the mission of
fice in t he U.S. and with other stations 
on the field concerning the work itself. 
Government registrations and forms 
require prompt attention and accur
ate replies, usually in the foreign la n
guage. P arents, brothers and sis ters 
write regularly and expect answers. 
It is in t he midst of all this that letters 
such as the above sample arrive. 

P erha ps you are wondering at this 
point just what is the matter with 
this type of letter. It is sincere. It 
is written with the best of intentions. 
It may even sound suspiciously like 
one which you yourself ma iled last 
week. The best way to test this letter 
is to assume t he standpoint of the 
missionary and try to compose an an
swer. You will soon discover that there 
is very little "news" in the first two 
paragraphs t hat invites a return com
ment. It is the third paragraph, how
ever, that is destined to draw weary 
sighs. It is probable that the entire 
mailing list of t his missionary has re
ceived a prayer letter within the past 
three months. It is likely, if the church 
or society here represented carries a 
part in t he missionary's financial sup
port, that they have received a per
sonal lett~r even more recently. It is 
~ven pc;iss1ble that the missionary has 
J~st finished answering an almost iden
tical letter from the WMS memb 
w~o . drew ~s name last month. T~~ 
m1ss10nary 1s left wit h the disc ourag-

ing conviction that no one reads what 
he writes, and no one understands the 
difficulty of reporting on what he is 
doing to each group or individual per
sonally. 

Admittedly here is some paradox 
to this problem. The missionary wants 
to have mail but finds it difficult to 
answer. The church member writes 
with the primary intention of encour
aging t he worker on the field, yet 
wishes also to have some personal con
tact and knowledge of him. There are 
no simple answers, but the following 
are a few suggestions designed to im
prove the relationship and understand
ing. 

1. Acquaint yourself with the mis
s ionary. It would be an excellent idea 
for churches to keep a file for each 
missionary family. This file could in
clude a ll back correspondence, a prayer 
card or recent picture, and perhaps 
a list of clothing sizes and/or specific 
needed materials for the work. It 
could then be made easily accessible 
to anyone wishing to write this par
ticular family. This would avert the 
strange feeling missiona ries experience 
when a letter arrives addressed to "Mr. 
and Mrs. Missionary and sons" al
though they are the parents of two 
little girls. Even more upsetting is the 
case of the well-meaning sending of 
Chris tmas gifts who forgets whether 
the children are boys or girls, or if it 
is t he boy who is 10 a nd the girl who 
is 3 or is it vice versa? 

2. Read any recen t correspondence, 
including prayer le tters, before writing 
to a missionary. H e will be very 
p~eas~d !f . you ask concerning a spe
cific md1v1dua l or situation that has 
been mentioned in previous letters and 
a bout which you have been praying 
If there is no .recent correspondence: 
then the fault hes with t he missionary 
a n_d you have the right to ask any
thmg you wish. 

3· l'.nless J;OU are persona1ly well
acquamted with t_he missionary, do not 
fill your letter with information about 
your own family. The names ages and 
scho.ol grades of your childre~ in chron
ological order; the family medical h is
tory; or Aunt Sarah's problems with 
l'.ncle F:ed's drinking are not of pa r
t~cular interest or help to the mis
s10nary. 

. 4· Those on a foreign field are often 
ignorant of what is going on in some 
of your churches. The weekly bulletin 
or monthly newsletter are appreciated 
e~closures. Better still is a personal 
~ew of some incident or event. This 

ould mean not merely that a certain 
(Continued on page 22) 

BAPTIST HERA.LD 

THE CONTINENT of Africa 
covers an area of 11,700,000 square 
miles. It is as large as t he United 
States of America, Western Europe, 
India and China all put together. Its 
estim'ated population in 1960 was 225 
million. 

I. IN THE PAST 
What has Christ ianity done for this 

vast continent? 
During the apostolic and post apos

tolic times Christianity expanded from 
Egypt do~n t he N ile Valley into 
Abyssinia. 

During the first five centuries A. 
D the Christian witness had a pro
fo.~nd influence on North Africa. ~en 
like Tertullia n, Cyprian, and Augustme 
who still exert a great influence on 
the theological thinking of the Chur~h 
today were products of t he Church m 
Africa. . . 

Unfortunately internal d1?sens1ons 
and controversies robbed this flour
ishing Church of its missionary zeal 
so that it was powerless to face t he 

Western education in Africa. In his 
letter to the British Baptist Mission
ary Society that sent him to Cam
eroon, Quinson Thomson wrote: "Let 
education be pressed in the African 
mission. I put education second to 
nothing. Our work should be to give 
God's truth and the ability to read and 
understand it." 

Nearly a ll those who led Africa to 
political independence and nearly all 
present day African leaders are prod
ucts of Christian schools. 

Over 400 African languages have 
been reduced to writing by Christian 
m1ss10naries. Chris tianity has given 
many Africans the Bible, the greatest 
of all books, in their own tongues. 

The missionary movement has done 
much to raise the standard of living. 
Early missionaries introduced various 
crops and encouraged their cultivation. 
Some mission stations beca me centers 
for training Africans in such art as 
printing, carpentry, and building. Em
phasis on the dignity of work and the 
development of self-help programs 
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f f Islam that invaded North 
or~es o the 7th to the 11th Cen-

Afr1ca from . It the Christian 
t · As a I esu , . 
unes. b ] nd vanished while Church succum ec a 

ti . st of Africa, except Egypt and 
E~~i~~ia, remained untouched by the 
Christian witness. . 

From the 15th to t he 18th Ce~tunes 
some Christians of Europe ma . e . u~-

f 1 ttempts to plant Chr1st1am
suc~~ss ~fr~ca. However, in the 19~h 
ty . Christianity was planted m 
Century f t h Sahara. 
Africa south 0 e .. 

. ted slaves of African ongm 
Emanc1pa t rdent concern for 

exhibited t he mos a· o the very 
f of Africa. n 

the salva 10n. . dom a number of 
night of thei~ fre carry the Gospel 
them resolve fric~ Thomas Keith, a 
message to . A th West I ndies sold all 
freed slave m e "th a letter of 
ti I had and wi 

1at 1e . from his Baptist pas-
recommenda twi; way to Africa to 
tor, worked his on the very spot 
preach t he Gosiel stolen as a boy. 
where he had een t tal popula-

r. fth of the 0 
About on~ 1 considered "Chris-

tion of Africa was 1966 there were 
tian" by 1?6?· ~ristians, 55 million 
a bout 60 miIIJOn 

55 
million animists. 

Moslems, and 1 . h foundation of 
Christianity laid t e · 
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have helped many Africans to earn a 
living. 

Unfortunately, however, the contri
butions of Christianity in the past 
were not altogether positive. Con
vinced t ha t the African traditional 
systems, forms a nd culture were ir
rational and primitive, Western m is
s ionaries saw their mission as in:::l ud
ing t he destruction of these system~. 
forms, a nd culture and their replace
ment by Western ones. Thus Chris
tianity and Western civilization be
came so identical that some mission
aries thought to "Christianize" also 
meant to "Westernize." Some mis:;ion
aries have come now to see that in 
their zeal to Christianize Africa early 
missionaries had tended to destroy 
African forms and culture with little 
thought of adaptation. 

The failure of most early mission
aries to condemn colonialism for its 
discrimination, exploitation, denial of 
opportunity to Africans, and inequali
ty in the treatment of its subject s, led 
some Africa ns to suspect missionaries 
of being agents of imperialism. 

II. AT PRESENT 
What is the work of the Church 

in Africa today? Today Africa, along 

with other developing countries, is un
dergoing political, social, cultural, and 
economic revolutions. When I was in 
the primary school only Ethiopia, Li
beria, South Africa, and the United 
Arab Republic were independent. 
When I was in high school Libya and 
the Sudan became independent. When 
I was getting out of high school Ghana 
won her independence. In January 1958 
I went for further studies in Nigeria. 
By the time I got back to Cameroon 
in December 1961, more than twenty 
more African countries had become 
independent. Between 1957 and 1967 
no fewer than 33 new nations were 
born in Africa. 

This political revolution is directly 
or indirectly the result of Christian 
witness in Africa. The Church with its 
teaching of the infinite value of the 
huma n soul, man's relation and re
sponsibility to God, the equality of ail 
men before God. and freedom in 
Chris t , laid t he foundation for Africa's 
revolt against foreign rule and oppres
sion, and inspired her in her struggle 
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for independence and the r ight to de
termine her political future. 

Africru1 Christians have sensed t he 
great respons ibility brought upon t hem 
by the coming of political independ
ence. What is the role of the Church 
in an independent African nation? 
Christians are working hard to bring 
spir itual freedom to the whole of 
Africa. Various denominations meet to 
discuss the advancement of evangel
ism, education, medicine, agriculture, 
and social work. E vangelistic teams 
are being formed to spread the Gospel. 
Some like Nigerian Baptists have sent 
out missionaries to other parts ei 
Africa. The evangelical Churches of 
Cameroon plan to extend their evan
gelistic efforts to the Pacific Islands 
as well as to Europe. Local Churches 
serve university communities, and 
some professors and students bare 
quiet witness among students w ith 
encouraging results. Effective witness
ing goes on in both mis::ion and gov
ernment schools. Through such a wit
ness I became a Christian. 

The Christian witness in Africa is 
mainly in the hands of law Christia ns, 
most of them being illiterate'. That 
God is working through them is evi
denced by t he increasing numter of 
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people turning to the Lord a nd 0.:; t he 
new churches springing up in many 
areas, including s trongholds of Islam, 
In 1964, a Cameroonian went as a mis
sionary to a predominantly Mcs lem 
area in Cameroon. T oday there are 22 
new churches in t ha t area ; an eddence 
of wha t God is doing in Africa t oday 
through his disciples. 

Some statistics from West Cameroon 
will give you a g i.imp:;e of wha i: God 
is doing t hrough Bap tis t wi tness in 
Africa. In spite of t he fact that one 
out of every two chur ches ha d no 
full t ime p:i.st or a nd one out of :!very 
four had no trained minist:!r, yet the 
number of Baptist Churches in W es t 
Ca meroon grew from 401 m 19G3 to 
473 in 1966 and the number of Chris
tians increased from a b•JUt 22,600 to 
over 29,000 during the sa me period. 

ID. IN THE FUTURE 
Wha t impact do we expect Chris 

tianity to have on Africa in the 
future ?. 

Much depends upon the vision of 
the Church, her res ponse to the pres
ent cha llenges a nd opport unities. The 
Church has to reckon with t he r evo
lu tionary cha nges taking place and 
t he forces of materia lism a nd secular
ism invading t he con t inent in full 
force. Thousands of young people a re 
leaving t heir hom es in rural a rea s for 
the urba n a rea s in search of c?cl uca 
t ion, em ploym ent , aml enjoym en t. 

T he Church must ta ke in to account 
tl!e aspirations of the new ly indPpcnd
cnt countries and t hose i-. li ll s tr11ggling 
to gain political freedom. T ile Ch urch 
ca nnot divorce hcrscll frcm t his as 
piration a nd from the:: task of national 
integration a nd de velopmen t. The 
Chris tia n messages o~ love a nd justice, 
r econciliation a nd pea Ct', fa ith a nd 
hope, and the dig nity uf work, ca n and 
ough t to becon;0 a dyna m ic force in 
the African socie ty. It can b1·ing hope 
to the hopeless, pea-:c to those who 
lack it , food to the hung ry, wat er to 
t he t hirsty; it c<> n bind wounds in
flic ted by sin. Africa a nd the rest of 
the world neeil l hc Gospel of love t o 
repla ce t he pn;pa~aU011 of prejud ice!;, 
rivalry, ha tred, sus picion, national a nd 
racia l. in tolera ncr>. 

W hile the Church as a body s hould 
not be involved in polit ics . s he has a 
responsibility to her mem bers "' 'ho 
will become political kadcrs . T he in
volvem e nt of Chr is ti:m s in politics is 
both a challenge and a n opportuni ty 
for the Church. Chr i.;t ians who enter 
the poli t ical arena in :wswcr to God's 
call will listen to what Gf)rl has to say 
both to them and t o the nation 
through H is Ch urch . C :-icl m ay work 
t hrough such people to bring about 
peace a nd unity to the peoples and 
nations of Africa. 

The Chris tia n minisll·)r in Africa has 
to reckon with t he refugee prnblem. 
The fight for political independence 
and events 1ollowing the h irt h of new 
nations and t heir s trugg le for sur
vival have r esulted in the loss of lives, 
homes, property, a nd the bas ic m eans 
of livelihood. Today t here are ove r 
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one million re fugees in Africa. We arc 
also aware of the g ra\'e situa tion in 
N igeria today. The Church mus t follow 
the steps of J esus whose compassion 
for su ffering led to immediate a ct ion. 

Christian action in the field of med
ica l services is imperative, for the 
need is urgent. 

In s pite of the Church's achieve
m ent in the field of educa tion a very 
large percentage of Africa's popula
tion is still illitera te. The task c ( the 
Church in the future will include the 
eradication of illiteracy so the Africans 
ca n read God's Word a nd Christian 
li terature for t hemselves . 

There is in Africa today a grow ing 
need for Christia n lite ra ture. As a dis
tribut or of Chris tia n li teratu re, I have. 
sensed a real desire among Africa ns 
to read a ny li terature placed in their 
ha nds. 

As we think of the future of Chris
t ianity in Africa we must face the 
cr ucia l question of how to "Afric
a nize" Christianity. The Christian 
Gos pe l came to Afr ica in W estern 
theologica l te rms and thought forms, 
"firmly encased in t r aditional ecclesi
ast ica l organizations s pecifically West
ern in type," as Dr. P . C. Groves p uts 
it. 

I fee l very strong ly that the crucial 
weakness of the Church in Africa to
day is it's lack of "Africanness" and 
its s lowness in becoming a n African 
Church in worsh ip and theologica l un
ders tanding. Chr istia ni ty in its preser.t 
Wes tern form a ppears t o m a ny Af
ricans as a W estern re ligion. T oday 
t here is a growing tendency towards a 
more African cul tura l ident itv in a ll 
phases of Afr ican li fe. If Clm s t ian 
worship is to m ean a nything to a r.la
jori ty of Africans it must be expressed 
i11 their own la nguage, cu it urc, a nd 
1 hough t fo r ms. 

IV. WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Our corning together as Baptis t 

youth of the world is to r emind us 
us that we live in One World a nd have 
One Lord, a nd should bear One Wit
ness. W hat ca n we do to bea r tha t 
witness in Afr ica more e ffect ively ? 

Firs t of a ll we need to wait 11pc·n 
the Lord . We should pray to God to 
show us wha t to do at th is stage in 
the his tory of Africa ancl the Ch u rch 
!here. W e need t o lis ten ancl res pond 
to wha t God has to say to u-;. Gori is 
ca lling m a ny young p0ople to face 
the cha llenges a nd opportuni ties of our 
gene ration. As the older genera tion of 
pastors passes away , m ore a nd more 
pulpi ts lie vacant to be filled by us. 
God wa nts to work through us to 
accomplish His will. 

The Church in Africa is in d ire 
need of trained indigenous leaders hip. 
H~r r esources are inadequate to :n eet 
this need. P overty in Africa is to be 
fou nd in the Church as wel l. This is 
not beca use African Christians a re 
lazy as some people th ink. It is n.:; t 
?ven because t hey are less faithful 
m ~he s~ewardship of giving. Out of 
f heir poverty t hey give the widow's 

mite which is inadequate to carry on 
the enorm ous task of the Church. 

We need to crea te m ore oppor 
tuni t ies for study by strcngthc!1ing 
our existing tra ining ins titutions, es
tablish ing new ones, and providing 
schola rs hips and other m eans. The 
r icher Ch urches can help t he poor.;r 
ones to accom plish th is. 

A good number of prospective Af
r ican leaders s tudy ing in Europe a nd 
Amer ica com e under the influence 
of secularism, ma ter ialism, a nd ag nos
ticism. They will return hom f' e it her 
as disciples of Christ or of secularism 
a ncJ t he r est . Are t he Chu rches and 
C!;ri stian young peop le in E urope a nd 
America concerned en0ugh to try to 
l1elp fore ign s tuden t£ maintain ·;he ir 
Chris tian faith ? 

We need to develop a be tter under
s tanding between Baptist Churches of 
Europe and Amer ica and t he younger 
CilUrches. T he .'.':kl.h e~· Churches 
5l:ould take our astJration a s a dr ive 
tu the matur ity io!.· which t hey ha\"e 
been working ancl pray ing. 

An opportunity could be crea ted 
for leaders and young peopic of olcle r 
and younger Ch urche,; to sl1c: re Pxperi
cnces which will strc;wthen ou r wit
ness. We m igh t eve n de~elop excha nge 
programs for ou1· Bap tis t youth. Young 
people from Asia cuuld com e to E urope 
or go to America , Africa, or Austra lia 
under s uch progr<.tr'1~ . 

A[rica h as re.;~hcd a ve ry cr ucial 
per iod in her his tory. i-for inha bitants 
a re. grasping for sc mcthing to satisfy 
t~c1r deep ~eed- !'.nmPthing which only 
God can give. Ai:rl Goel has d 1osen to 
w~rk through H h; Church to sa tis fy 
this need. To sp~ll il out clearly 
AFRICA N EE D S S A L V A T I O N 
Tl-:IR~U~~ CHRIST . It is th rough 
bo th md1v1dua l a nd coopernt ive w it
ness that all Africa can be saved. 

The. importance of m issionary co
ope ra t1on for effec tive w itness cannot 
be overem phasized. 

S?ein? t he Ch rist ia nity in action in 
Africa. m t he past, a t the p :-:•sen t , and 
what its fu ture prospects a rc. we ca n 
come to no other conclus ion than that 
GOD IS AT W ORK IN AF RICA. 

My fe~lo""'. Ba ptist young people , t he 
future hes m our hands tu builcl. We 
have a n oppor tuu ity to s hape the 
fu ture of Afr ica a nd the world. Le t 
us therefore endeavour in the power of 
the I:Joly Spirit to make our most 
endurmg contribution to greater 
ch u.rches , more solid homes, stronge r 
na tions, and a better woi ld. 

Solomon Givei w as born in the F ed
eral Republic of Cameroon H e was 
erlucat d · · . . e in the Cameroon Bctpt ist 
~nission schools, the Bcvptist Seminar y 
m .. Nig~ria, the Bapt ist Seminary at 
Rnschh T<:<>n, Sw itzerland and Princeton 
T:.ieological Ser;tinary, u. s. A. H e is 
P .ese~itly work mg on his nwsters de
gi ~e .m education at the Universit y of 
il'lich1gan. T he above address ·was given 
at t he. Baptist Youth W orld Confer 
ence in Berne, Sw i.tzer"land in J1tlY 
1.968. ' . 
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Workshops Held 
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Ill Cameroon 

W HAT IS you~ ~ent~ l pic
ture of our missionary m1mstry m .the 
Ca meroons? During the past thirty 
years I have listened to r eports ~Y 
missiona ries, viewed m any of the pic
tures which depict ed t he various 
phases of t he work a~d r~ad numerous 
a rticles in our pubhcat1ons .. Yet m y 
concept ion of the a~tual .ach ievemen ts 
in c ur oldest mission field. was tco 
smal l. The involvement w ith . Ca m
eroonian leaders a nd lay people l!l the 
various workshops added a new dimen
sion wh ich grea tly clarified my ~·~der
standing of the . imp?rtru:t . mm~~try 
being carried on m this m1ss1on ncld. 

AREAS VISITED 
I n November 1967, t he. General 

Ch ris tian Education Committee ~~-
. d a recommenda t ion that I v1s1t 

f~ ov~mcroon mission field in t~e sum-
c. f 1968 T he t rip to Africa a lso 

m er o · . · Ch · t .. . I d d par ticipation m the . ~JS rnn 
;-c uh~ and T raining Commission of 

t l eacB mgt. t World Alliance Executive 
ie a p 1s . · L. 

C ·ttee which m et m Mon rovia, 1-
0n:m11d ·i~g the s ummer o[ 1968. The 

?~ria, ui . the Ca meroons included 
1t merary m in the following 
two-d ay works hops K ba Belo 
areas. Victoria, Soppo, umLo ' 1 ' 

. B enda and Ndu. ca ar-
Banso, a m de by the mis-
ra ngem en ts were ma 
. . d officials of the Ca meroon 

:>1::m a ries a n . p stor· chu rch 
Bapt is t Con~ent1on. i8 ool '\enchers 
teachers prim ary sc 1 . ' 

h 1 • d r Sunday scnool teachers 
yo~t hea le "c'r .. 1ci? ls wc:·e invited to 
and c urc 1 1 -

par ticipate. 

WORKSHOP ON EVANGELISl\I 
le J ohnson of T acoma, 

Mr . S tan Y . t he Moderntor of 
W hington who is 

as 1• Conference and represents 
our Ge nera . tion at the E xr;cu tive 
our denomma . f the Ba pt ist 
C •t t m eetm gs o 

omm1 e~ ·tended the time of 
W orld Allia nce, ex k in order t o 
h is t r ip by t hre.e wsee a~d pctrticipa te 

· . t t he Carnet oon 
VJS l s ·nce Brother John-
in the workshops. 1 t ivc part in 

t ken a very a c 
son has a . . h is church ancl com-
lay evangehsm m d for him to lead 
m un ity, we ar range 1. m The work-

. . on evangc is . . 
d1scuss10;is . . Biblical T each ing on 
shop topics wci e · nal Evangel ism , 
E 1. m P erso d va nge is • . S ul Winning, an 
T echniques of 0 e lism The discus 
Problen:s of E~an~vere ~ part of each 
s ion periods •. w~ich d that our Cant
workshop , m~icat~ave an earnest de
croon ia n Bai;itis ts e lves more ade
s ir e to equip !hem ses for Chr ist and 
quately to be wit ness·eceive Chri.>t as 
lead individuals ·dto ~rother J ohnson's 
Saviour an d LOI · 
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persona l testimonies of winn ing per
sons to Christ challenged participants 
to be obedien t to Chris t 's commission . 
H is minis t ry was greatly a ppreciated. 

CHRISTIAN E DUCATION 
WORKSHOPS 

Much effort has been put fo1· by 
national leaders a nd missiona ries to 
upgrade the Chris tian education min
istry in the 500 churches of t he Cam
eroon Bap tist Conve:1tion. T he Chris
i ia n ed ucation workshops, wil ich were 
s tructured to discuss some of t he 
needs, included topics such as : Les
son Preparation, Curriculum for Sun
day School and Youth W ork, Leadi::r 
ship Eilucation , P r inciples of t he 
Lea rning P rocess, and Grouping and 
Grading of t he Sunday S..:hool. The 
discussion periods revea led m a ny needs 
which a re pa ra llel t o our Christian 
education program in tl!c churches 
here in Amer ica. Curr iculum needs 
•\ere of very special con cern s ince 
;natcria ls being used in the S unday 
:;chool teaching progr«m :ire for tea ch
ers only. Pupils 'Jo no t ha,·e lesson 
bu0ks or workbooks such as are used 
m our Sunday school classes. It is not 
practica l to provide Americfm m a tcr
ials under presen t circumstances. The 
cost involved and the di ffe rences in 
language a nd cultur al settings a re 
m a jor obstacles. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
NEEDS 

S ince the cur;:lculum wi ll nc0d to 
include illustrc.tions a nd vis ual aids 
reflec ting A frica n cult ure, it will be 
~ccessary t hat Sunday school lessons 
be written by Canwn~onlnns. Some of 
the materials be1:1g u.sccl for young 
m en 's grou ps a1~il youth groups are 
being prepared by nationa ls a t t he 
i)rcsen t t ime. They have also begun a 
uevotional booklet w h ich is par alle l 
to our Moments W ith God devotional 
quarterly . T h..: mon thly periodical of 
t he Cam eroon Baptis t Conven t ion , 
T HE BAPTIST VOICE, also conta ins 
m any well-wt ittcn messages a ncl r e
ports. J udging from t hes0 and other 
wri t ings, it :5 evicle:it t hat t here is 
not only cxccl!1rnt liter ary talen t, bu t 
t hat there is :nuch potent ia l which is 
;.mtappcd a rid could be user! to help 
meet this important n eed. The plans 
for accelerating higher levels of ed u
cation in t he coll,•ges and t he B ible 
T rain ing Centr.~ will con tinue to de
\'e1op new and better w ritl!rs. 

Severa l of 01..1· m issi.,)rian 0s have :fo
votcd cons idernb!e time and effort to 

improve and c.!evelop a curriculum 
which will meet the needs m ore arle
quately. One of t he areas wh ich has 
b0en explored •~ould involve rewriting 
Gospel L ight Publica t ion curriculum 
and a dapting it to meet the needs 
of the chu rches in Came ~·oon. This 
publisher, whc,<;c materia l we imprint 
tor our No~·th American Baptist 
churches, mah.es resources ava ii able 
for nat ional grnups who wish lo re
write the cur riculum . Several members 
o( our rnissionary sta ff have consulted 
with Gospel L ight P ublications about 
this p rogram. Add it ional missionary 
guidance and c011siderauie: involvement 
by nat ionals will be required to start 
developing t his curriculum. It will take 
cons iderable tim e before materials can 
be produced. The Cameroon Baptist 
Conven t ion , which consists of rr.ore 
tha n 33,000 m ember s, will '3.lso need 
to shoulder additlona! rasponsibil itics 
t o raise funds and provide pcrsonm~l 
to carry out a rroject cf t his typ.::!. I n 
our discussion :it the workshops, we 
highligh ted t he n \!ed for Camer,1onians 
to examine t heir stewardship in order 
to undertake not only the project of 
t:ie curr iculu m , but t,1 expand what 
t hey arc al ready doing to enlarge their 
ow n rnissionar y outreach . The Cam
eroon Bap tist Cc•nvention is to be com
mended for recen t accomplishm ents 
and for goals which have been set for 
t he fu ture. It is imperative that t hey 
heed the prophe..:y of our Lord when 
he said, "Greater t hings than these 
shall ye do." \Ve were very pleased 
t hat P astor S te,,han l""tt•ff, General 
Secretary of t hP Cameroon Baptist 
Conven t ion, and Pastor P 0tcr Jam, 
Moderator o f t h ..: Convention, were 
able to be with us at several of the 
a reas for t he wo:·k~hop sessions. T hese 
brethren need vur prayc1·s as they 
provide effective leadership for the 
Convention. 

FELLOWSIUP WITH OUR 
MISSION ARIES 

One of the treasu red experiences of 
vis iting t he mission field was the 
warm, friendly a nd inspiring fellowship 
w ith our rnissionaries . Their hospitali
t y was a lways cordial a nd helpful. The 
prayers at t he devotional services in 
the ir homes were m uch like our pray
e rs here at home in that they prayed 
especially for t hose in North America. 
This is so typical in the prayers in our 
homes and church in America that we 
remember especially those who arc 
across t he seas. The command, "pray 

(Continued on page 22) 
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WINNING 
PERSONS 

TO CHRIST 
by Daniel Fuchs 

BE INFORMED 

HAVE YOU familiarized 
yourself and your church with the 
great s imultaneous hemisphere-wide 
Crusade of the Americas, its purpose 
and program, a nd what you and your 
church can do to be involved in the 
Crusade? 

Nearly everybody is talking about 
the Crusade of the Americas. It is the 
greatest organized evangelistic t hrust 
ever attempted by any religious group. 
It involves more geography, more 
churches, and more Christians than 
any other evangelistic effort in history. 

The Crusade of t he Americas is 
events activities revivals, a rising tide 
of spi~itual aw~kening and renewal, 
a new spiritual reforma tion, God at 
work in history! It is the proclamation 
of t he eloquent and supr emely ade
quate truth, "Christ the Only Hope," 
to the 500,000,000 people of the west
ern hemisphere ! 

The purpose of the Crusade of the 
Amer icas is set forth in the Cali 
Declaration on Evangelism as follows: 

- To lead to a deepening of spiritual 
life within the churches, homes, and 
individual Chr istians. 

- To evangelize North America, 
Central America and South America. 

- To establish 'true moral and spirit
ual bases for the betterment of m an
kind's welfare. 

The Crusade of the Americas is a 
sincere, concerted, organized ef!ort to 
enlist every Baptist church m the 
Americas in evangelistic activity di
rected toward non-Christians and in 
active Christians in their community. 

A variety of evangelis tic activities 
are suggested for your church: A re
ligious census to discover prospects; 
Sunday school enlargement a nd out
reach · t he establ ishment of missions, 
preaching points and new churches in 
unchurched areas; vis itation witness
ing campaigns; church revivals; area 
crusades and open air meetings. 

Basic in the Crusade of t he Americas 
is the belief t hat men without Christ 
are lost and doomed. He who believes 
is not condemned. He who does not 
believe is condemn ed already because 
he has not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. Each 
individual is responsible before God. 
Reconciliation is possible because 
Chris t died for our sins. "Christ, the 
Only Hope!" 
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A Near Tragedy 
by Concerned Bandage 

THE treatments for the night 
were a ll done. Some of our brothers 
had been used for bandaging some of 
t he men's wounds on the ward. There 
were four of us left- myself, a "two
incher" a nd three other "one-and-a 
half-i~chers." Some of our cousins 
were with us too--the "cotton
squares." We were all getting settled 
in our box on t he treatment trolley for 
a good night's sleep, when we heard 
some girls screaming from the Ma
ternity. What was wrong? We listened 
and wondered. The R. N. on our ward 
told the student to go and see ... 
but she didn't get very far as she 
almost bumped into Kwenti, who was 
rush ing up to tell the Doctor that 
t he laundry was on fire! THE 
LAUNDRY ON FIRE?! How terrible! 
No wonder t here was so much scream
ing! 

We talked among ourselves . .. what 
about all the linens hanging in the 
laundry ... our distant relatives such 
as the sheets, spreads, pillowcases, 
towels washcloths, diapers, and gowns 
... oh, my! We could hear those in 
t he linen cupboard groan in anxiety 
and concern for their brothers trapped 
in t he laundry. "Just think ," one 
said . . . "if they are all burned I'll 
really be full of holes before the 
Nursing Sister puts me to rest." "Oh, 
-and some of them a re so young 
ye t . . . they haven't even begun to 
see li fe," said another. A pillowcase 
spoke up .... "and remember? .. t he 
Wh ite Cross storeroom is in t he 
laundry building too ... only separated 
by one wall! Oh, if all our unpacked 
brothers and sisters are destroyed 
what will we do? What will Banso 
Ba ptis t Hospital do? How will we 
ma nage?" 

We could still hear screaming a nd 
t he sound of many running feet. . . . 
"it must really be bad," we thought. 
It was true .. . What woiild BBH do 
without us ? It would a lmost be im
possible to function. We would a ll be 
overworked, including our lowly cous
ins the cotton-squares. T hey had so 
many different tasks to do . . . cer-
1.ainJy some of them would ~ave to 
be washed and used over again ... 
and we, too, as bandages. We'd have 
to be disinfected and washed and r e
used probably several times until our 
dear' lady friends at home could ship 
out some more of us ! Life would be 
awful until t hen for us, our patients, 
our staff ... everyone! All we could 
do was groan. We strained our ears 
. .. we couldn't smell any smoke ... 
the screaming had almost s topped . . . 
maybe . . . just maybe it was all a 
mistake! 

OH, did we pray then! "Especially, 
dear Lord, we pray for our yet un
packed friends and relatives t hat you 

might spare them! J ust think how 
dreadful and hopeless it would be in 
Maternity and in Children's Ward 
without diapers and gowns! .... Y~u 
know how difficult i t is even now In 
rainy season to have enough l inen on 
hand ... we hear the Sister so often 
say to t he staff . . . 'I'm sorry, the 
laundry didn't return a ny . .. t here 
just are no more until t hey dry.' Oh, 
please Lord, do be gracious. We thank 
you for all t hat you have done for us 
in giving us such wonderful care and 
preparation from our dear lady friends 
at home ... a nd for the safe journey 
across the ocean . . . and for the job 
you've given each of us to do · · · 
please, we pray let our brothers a~d 
friends in t he laundry a nd White 
Cross storeroom live.'' 

And t hen what a t hr ill it was to 
hear the la ughing! It 'Tlitist have been 
0.K. ! As they were passing we heard 
Sister Ziolkowski say to Sister Man
tay .... "Oh, how lucky we are! It 
certa inly was good t hat t hey used 
sawdust (wet) on the fire and no t 
water .... Just think if t he building 
would have burned! If we haven't been 
grateful we cer tainly should be now ! 
And our students!-then t hey'd really 
appreciate all the work our women 
do at home! Oh, we r eally h ave a lot 
to be t ha nkful for." 

Later, Kwenti came to the ward 
to report a nd tell a ll t he "news" a
bout the fire. Apparently the old kero
sene water heater had become over
heated and so started to burn. Fortu
nate ly it had been seen from the Ma
ternity quite quickly and Kwe nti was 
able to run fast for the Doctor wh ile 
lhe two Wa tch-nights broke down the 
door a nd s tarted throwing wet saw
dl1st on the flaming mess. F ortunate ly 
to,, the burner was at t he end of the 
Iau~dry away from t he <> torerooms. 
Actually, nothing had been damaged 
except the burner itself! God had 
heard our prayers! 

After a time of Thanksg iving to the 
Lord we once again settled down for 
sleep .. . happy that all was well and 
thankful that we a ll at Banso Baptis t 
Hospital were in God's ha nds. 

The above is written as a n expression 
of our own thanks and pra ise to the 
Lord for t he wonderfu l work tha t our 
Women's Missionary Societies do for 
us and t he Lord in spending hours 
and energy in ma king availa ble our 
very necessary ba ndages a nd c"1.ton
squares a nd scores of other " linc>ns." 
This little fire which could have been 
a real tragedy s tirred up our "re
membrance" of our faithfu l women 3.t 
home a nd a lso deep tha nks fo1· the 
wonderful watchcare of our Lord. 

By Daphne Ditnger missioiwry niirse 
at Banso Bciptist Hospital. 
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''T . I I S THE season to be JO -
ly." If the coming holiday season, 
Thankso-i,;ng, Christmas and New 
Years fs to be one of inspiration and 
joy, the time to begin ~Janning is now. 
Consider these questions when you 
think about t he holiday activities in 
your church. 
(1) What activities will we have? 

When? How many? 
(2) What age groups will be involved? 

Will it be children, youth, adults, 
older persons, family groups? Try 
not to neglect a ny age group or 
overly concentrate on another. 

(3) H ow can we best express the mes
sage of the individual holiday? 

(4 ) How can we make t hese activities 
relevant to our time and our par
ticular situation? 

(5) How can we transmit a sense of 
the eternal and of the constancy of 
God to a chaotic world? 

(6) How can we witness to tl~e. ~ov; 
of Christ t hrough our act1v1t1es. 
Will unchurched people in t_he 
community be welcomed and m
cluded in the activities? How a 
bout the unchurched parents ?f 
Sunday school s tudents? ~ey w1.11 
attend a program in which thell' 
children participate. Is the~e any 
way t hey can be reached with t he 
redeeming fellowship of the church 
at t his time? 

(7) Who will be responsible? Make 
appointments. Supply thos~ whom 
you appoint with suggestions as 
to type of activity and resources. 

ENCOURAGE CREATIVI Tl' 
When you appoint persons or groups 

to plan activities, encourage !hem to 
th ·r creativity to adapt ideas to use e1 . . t b · · 

·our particula r s1tuat1on or o . r ~m-
)t nd come up with some origmal 
s orm a "ll t 
"d s Consider how you w1 presen 1 

0
e:r ·message. The medium of _expres

Y. 1 · h you use may determme how swn w 11c 
effectively you convey your message 
or idea. 

WHAT l\lEDIUMS OF E.XPRESSION 
CAN YOU USE'! 

--Pageants. t" la 
Pl dramatic presenta 10ns, P Y - ays, . 
readin~s, pantob1!11~e~ith music, pic

- Narrat10n com me 
tures or drama. 

- Readings. . l and in 
- Musical presentat ions, voca. ht . -

t 1 Young people m1g pro-
sdtrumt~~i~ ~wn choosing and arrang-

uce . ' d writing the nar-ing the music an 

ration. . t · which partici-
- Service proJeC .s ml ed with others 

t become mvo v 
?an ~he cl1Urch or community. 
m the church school you 
Through f d clothing or money 
might collect ?o 'our community or 
for ~h~ n~:fi~:1~ ihe things pe~·son
chur c . t ak time to get acquainted 
ally and f e ·1y Thanksgiving can 
with ~he f a mt1al:ing youngsters from 
b e a time or ' 
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HOLIDAYS 

PAIN 
OR 

PLEASURE 
By Dorothy Pritzkau 

a home or orphanage on an outing, 
picnic, or to the zoo. Are there peo
ple in your church who are adept 
with a camera ? How about asking 
them to assemble some of their vaca
tion or other s lides, work up a n ac
companying na rrat ion and present a 
program to residents of a nursing 
home for the aged. Then spend some 
time vis iting with the residents. 

- Art. Build a Chris tmas presentation 
around famous paintings of the 
Nativity and events in the life of 
Chris t. (Slides of m any famous 
paintings are available from the So
ciety for Visual Education, Inc., 
1345 Diversey P a rkway, Chicago, 
Illinois 60614.) 

- Carolling. An appreciated addition 
would be to leave a Christmas card 
s igned by t he whole group at each 

home carolled. P ersonalize it with 
a written greeting or wish. 

--Parties and banquets. Choose the 
theme and contact t he speaker or 
reserve the film early if this is to 
be a part of the program. Have one 
age group put on a party for another 
age group. 

-Youth holiday or winter retreats. 
-Candlelight services. 
- Family worship suggestions for the 

holiday season. 
- Filmed stories of Sunday school a nd 

church activities. Build a narration 
around them to tell a story. 

- Cantatas. 
-Decorations and bulletin boards. 

Use the creativity of church mem
bers to do holiday bulletin boards. 
Your camera bugs might have some 
excellent snapshots around w hich to 
build a bulletin board sermonette. 
Let t he children design and decide 
how they will portray t he idea of 
the holiday on a bulletin board or 
mural. 

PRODUCING THE EVENT 
You are a member of a group or 

committee responsible for one of t he 
holiday activities. There are a num
ber of steps which need to be followed 
to attain the best r esults. 
(1) Spend some time brainstorming 

and looking at various materials 
for ideas. 

(2) Choose your theme or central idea 
and the m edium of expression you 
wish to use. Consider your pur
pose : is it fellowship, inspiration, 
outreach or a combination of t hese. 

(3) Assign parts a nd responsibilities. 
( 4 ) Practice. 
(5) Publicize. 
(6) Present it prayerfully. 

RESOURCES 
The Special Days Program Re

so1irce G1iide contains a listing of 
plays, pageants, programs, services, 
e tc. If you do not have one, a copy 
may be obtained free of charge from 
Roger Williams Press, 7308 Madison 
Street, Forest Park, Illinois 60130. An
other good source of ideas is t he mag
azine Church Recreation. It may be 
obtai~ed from the Church Literature 
Department, Southern Baptist Con
vention, 127 Ninth Avenue North, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203. 

The holiday season presents many 
unique opportunities for inspiration, 
teaching comfort, challenge and out
reach. There are a n almost unlimited 
number of combinations of idea, mes
sage and medium of expression. Be 
creative. Experiment. And never for
get the basic essentials: plan early, 
plan t horoughly, plan prayerfully, 
practice well and trust the Lord to 
use your efforts to His honor and 
glory. 

Dorothy P7' itz1a:m is Editor of Chr is
tian Ediwation Literatiire, North A 
merican Baptist General Conferen c<-). 
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A TEACHING GUIDE 
Date: November 3, 1968 

THEME: WITNE SS IN SUFFERING 
Scripture: I P eter 3:13-17 ; 4:12-16 
THE CENTRAL THOUGHT. Chris

tians are not exempt from pain. Suf
fering may produce a n umber of bene
ficial results if believers are open to 
God's will. 

INTRODUCTION. The Book of I 
Peter is eminently practical. I n chap
ter two, it exhorts servants and citi
zens to follow the submissive example 
set by Chr ist. Chapter three advises 
husbands and wives regarding their 
proper conduct. Then the matter of 
suffering and testing again is con
sidered 

I . CHRISTIAN SUFFERING I N
CLUDES HAPPINESS. I Peter 3 :13-
14. Who can hurt the person who is 
enthusiastic for the truth? To be sure, 
painful circumstances may fall on us. 
But Christians should be happy if that 
should happen to them in t he course 
of t heir consecrated living. 

Loyal followers need not fret be
cause of t he t hreat of atomic war
fare nor for the immediate fear fulness 
of strange noises in t he night. But the 
implication is that these Christians 
possess a zealous nature. These fol
lowers are will ing to be considered 
extremists for Christ's sake. It could 
be that t hey wi ll sacrifice some of 
their vacation time to do some mis
sionary work as one N.A.B. family did 
recently. Or, perhaps, they will t ake 
a couple of days out of their regular 
work to interview a candidate for 
their pulpit. This is Christ's type. It 
implies a certain enlightened zeal 
which rejoices in going all out for a 
cause. We cannot accept the oin tment 
of consolation from Christ unless we 
also surrender to the authority of com
mitment to the Master. 

II. CHRISTIAN SUFFERING IN
VOLVES A DEFENSE OF THE 
FAITH. I Pete r 3:15-17. I n the midst 
of trials, believers are commanded not 
to forget their responsibility to Christ. 
We will always try to be prepared to 
defend our hope. The word "answer" 
s tems from the speech made by an 
accused criminal. He would talk in his 
own behalf in an attempt to prove his 
innocence. 

Our "defense'' lies not in t he keen
ness of reasoning nor in an a pologetic 
tone of voice, which will purchase 
sympathy. But it will reside in the 
conviction of personal experience. 
Someone has said, "An agnostic may 
destroy your logic, but he cannot argue 
with what you have expe1·ienced." 

Ill. CHRISTIAN SUFFERING POS
SESSES A PURPOSE. I Peter 4:12-17. 
There are two ways to suffer. The 
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Sunday School Lessons 
by .James A. Schacher 

first is to deserve it. The second is to 
be hurt because of your re lationship 
to Christ and because of what He 
represen ts. The first is to be unhappy 
and miserable. The second is to re
joice and be happy. The former is to 
be ashamed. The latter is to be blessed 
with the glory of Christ. 

The problem of evil is one of t he 
most perplexing of t he human mind. 
It is easy to be satisfied with a col
lege dormitory debate of the issues
until a tornado twice str ikes one's 
farm. Then it becomes personal. 

But there is a special kind of suf
fering in view in t his passage. There 
is something redeeming about suffer
ing 011 behalf of someone else. Life 
becomes meaningful as we live for 
a larger purpose t han self. Through 
this, our minds and ]jps can sing praise 
to God. 

Questions for Discussion 
(1) Did you ever feel happy in t he 

midst of great pain? 
(2) "I think it 's fine to be a good 

Christian, but t here is a danger in 
becoming a fanatic." What is your 
reaction to this statement? 

(3) How does it help us to know that 
our suffering is for Christ's sake? 

A TEACHING GUIDE 
Date : November 10, 1968 

THEl\fE: CHJUSTIANS, LIVE 
EXPECTANTLY 

Scri1>ture : II Peter 1:3-11; 3 :9-11 
THE CENTRAL THOUGHT . God 

saves us, helps us to grow and some 
day. will bring a ll things to a con
clusion. 

INTRODUCTION. T he Christians 
who received the letter of 2 Peter were 
warned that just because they were 
s.aved did not mean that they had a 
!1cense to sin. Pure Christ ian living 
1s a lways necessary. 

But these believers were also in
str ucted in the matter of Chr ist's re
turn. For those who did not adhere 
to the tru th the Second Coming would 
mean judgment and not rejoicing. 

I. EXPECT THE POWER OF GOD. 
II. Peter 1 :3-8. Salvation is due to 
the action of God in a human life. 
Divine pcwer produces spiritual l ife 
and godly living. It means that God 
comes to live with His followers. He 
gives them some new s t rength. It is 
like the pastor who said, "The Word 
is powerful. Something happened to 
our young adult couples when t hey 
s tarted to study the Word of God to
gether. It changed their lives !" 

Christians should live temperately. 
Literally, this means t hey should use 
self-control. The New Testament al
ways denounces serving passion. This 

is why churches oppose alcoholic 
beverages. By their very nature they 
tenrl to be habit forming. But t he 
Chr istian should be free to serve Chris t 
only (Matthew 23 :10). It is attractive 
to th ink that your service for Christ 
makes you more of a person. It in
hanccs your powers of self-hood and 
wor thwhileness. 

If one incorporates other moral 
qualities of love and kindness into his 
conduct he certainly will be living a 
life like God's. T his provides a happ ier 
life as we t reat our fellowmen with 
more good-will and as we control our 
habits of leisure and occupation. 

II. EXPECT TO CONFIRM YOUR 
CALLING. II. Peter 1 :9-11. What if a 
person fails to grow in t hese moral 
qualities? That person is near -sighted 
and blind. He is out of touch with both 
his insight into truth and memory of 
what he had known. Everyone k nows 
individuals who had walked with God, 
but who lost their spi ri tual perception. 

It is said t hat Karl Marx, Joseph 
Stalin and Nikita Krushchev a ll had a 
religious inclination in t heir youth. 
But whatever spiri t ual experience they 
had was forfeited in later years. Let 
us be careful, too. 

III. EXPECT THE DAY OF THE 
LORD. II. Peter 3 :9-11. The Day of 
t he Lord was fam iliar to t he J ewish 
mind. The Old Testament pr ophets 
often sairl that t he growth of evil 
would bring unusual happenings in the 
solar system. T he rule of sin would be 
interrupted by God . T he wicked ones 
would be defeated and punished. Peter 
adds that this day will come as un
expectedly as a burglar at n ight. T he 
earth itself will be affected by an 
intense heat. 

Much has been writ ten about t he 
philosophy of his tory. Some feel that 
history goes through cer tain cycles 
which continually arc repeated. Others 
are convinced t hat history is a product 
of economic forces. Another school 
feels that everything is running down
hill Which one is correct? Now 
th~t a tomic warfare is a r eality it is 
possible to see how h uman beings 
themselves could destroy civilization. 
At one time it may have seemed 
logical to scoff at these word~ of doom, 
but now it appears very likely that 
God wi ll intervene in the course of 
history and bring a ll t hings to a 
climax. 

Questions for Discussion 
(1) What does it mean to be a par

ta ker of t he divine nature? 
(2) Choose t he virtue in verses 5 

through 7 of chapter 1 which you 
need the most to grow in. 

(3) What are your feelings as you 
r ead chapter 3, verses 9 through 
11? 

BAPTIST HERALD 

Sunday Schools Attain Goals 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS ATTAIN GOALS 

S tandards and goals are necessary for consistent attainment in any endeavor. 
For churches the Sunday School Standard of the North American Baptist General 
Conference, ~vith its ten goals, provides an excellent guide to measure the 
progress of the Sunday school. . . 

The goals give guidance and meas.ure the. attainm.en ts m. ~e areas of growth, 
use of the Bible, evangelistic emphasis, Baptist teachings, m1ss10n concern, chu.rch 
relationship and attendance, age-grading, teacher-training and program plannmg. 

When a Sunday school adopts the Standard and reports their attainments, the 
reports are graded, and seals are presented to place on the Sunday School Stai:dard 
Certificate in the church. Sunday schools making a score of 90-100% receive a 
gold seal, those scoring 75-89% receive a silver seal, below 75% a blue seal is 
presented. 

The gold and silver seals presented for 1966-67 are as follows: 

GOLD SEALS 
Magnolia Baptist Church, Anaheim , California . . 
F orest Park Baptis~ Church, F ore.st Park,. I11.mo1s 
F oster Avenue Baptist Church, Chicago, Ilhno1s 
Oak Street Baptist Church, Bur.lingto~, Iowa 
Highland Baptist Church, Junc tion C~ty •. Kansas 
R edeemer Baptist Church, Warren, M1ch1gan 
Grace Baptist Church, Grai:d F orks, North Dakota 
Grace Baptist Church, Hettinger, North Dakota 
Grace Baptist Chur~h, West Fargo, North D.akota 
Sierra Heights Baptist Church, Renton, Washmgton 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Morris, Manitoba, Canada 

SILVER SEALS 
First Baptist Church, Elk Grove, California 
University Baptist Church, Santa Ana, California 
Sherwood Park Baptist Church, Greeley, Colorado 
First Baptist Church, LaSalle, Colorado 
North Sheridan Baptist Church, Peoria, Illinois 
First Baptist Church, ElHnwood, Kansas 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Hope, Kansas 
First Baptist Church of Dickinson County, Hope, Kansas 
Strassburg Baptist Church, Marion, Kansas 
Memory Lane Baptist Church, Wichita, Kansas 
Colonial Village Baptist Church, Lansing, Michigan 
First Baptist Church, P levna, Montana 
West Side Baptist Church, Beatr ice, N ebraska 
Ashley Baptist Church, Ashley, North Dakota 
First Baptist Church, Fessenden, North Dakota 
Grace Baptist Church, Gackle, North Dakota 
Calvary Bapfist Church, Corn, Oklahoma 
Calvary Baptist Church, Aberdeen, South Dakota 
First Baptist Church, McLaughlin, South Dakota 
Bethel Baptist Church, Sheboygan, Wisconsin 
First Baptist Church, Watertown, Wisconsin 
Calva ry Baptist Church, Wetaskiwin, Alberta, Canada 
Grant Park Baptist Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
McDermot Avenue Baptist Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
Rowandale Baptist Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

OF THE -

Of 

October 15, 1968 

THIS CERTIFIES TH AT 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

--- _ _ BAPTIST CHURCH 

Churches interested in adopting the Sun
day School Standard Certificate pictured 
at left, may request it from the Depart
ment of Christian Education, 7308 Madi-

son St., Forest Park, Ill. 60130. 
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• Rev. and Mrs. Kendrick Gould an
nounce the birth of a son, Marl< Alton, 
born September 5, 1968. 

0 Rev. Oliver Strong has r esigned 
from the Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Kankakee, Ill., to become a regional 
consultant for Gospel Light Publica
tions in Ontario, Canada effective 
October 17. 

• Chaplain (Major) Clinton Grenz has 
been appointed to the regular Army 
from the Army Reserve. 

• Rev. Robert Stahr has resigned from 
the Troy Hills Ba ptist Church, P ar
s ippany, New Jersey, effective Novem
ber 30, 1968. 

• Rev. H erbert Haut has resigned from 
the Salem Baptist Church, Kitchener, 
Ont. He is now teaching in Kitchener. 

• Rev. Clemence Auch has resigned 
from the Melville and F enwood Bapt ist 
Churches, Saskatchewan, to become 
the pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Wishek, N . Dak., effective October 1. 

• Rev. Norman Berlrnn has resigned 
as pastor of the Round Lake Baptist 
Church, Gladwin, Mich., effective Sep
tember 30, 1968. 

• Rev. John Benham has resigned from 
t he First Baptist Church, Minot, N. 
Da k., effective October 15, 1968. 

what's happe·ni 

The Baptis t Bible Training Centre in Cameroon ded icates new Libra ry and Adminis tra
tion Building lo the G lory of God July 28, 1968. Library c'ontains o ver 4,000 books. 

Made possible by Baptists in the U.S.A. and Canada. 

Baptist Bible Tra ining C entre Staff, Standing: Rev. and Mrs. G. Lang, Rev. a nd Mrs. 
E. C. Strauss. Seated: Pastor D. Nyanganji, Pastor S, Mbemngong, Pastor E, Ngwang, 

Pastor P. Mammngong, Pastor M, Nji. 
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• Rev. David Harrison has res igned as 
missionary among t he Indians of Al
berta to accept the call from the Cal
vary Baptist Church, H ois ington, Kan. 
effec tive October 1, 1968. 

• Rev. Bruce Huffer is the new pastor 
of the F irst Baptist Church, Mani
towac, Wis. 

• Rev. Norman Haupt left on Septem
ber 9 for Cameroon, Africa, to do re
search for his Doctoral thesis. He ex
pects to return to the United States 
by Christmas time to complete his 
work for t he degree at Michigan State 
University. 

BAPTIST WORLD DAY OF 
PRAYER 

November 4, 1968 
Theme: "Inasmuch as ye have done 

it . .. " Matthew 25:40. 
Offering : t owards Women's Dept. 

of BW A Training Assistance for 
Missionary Children. 

THE BAPTIST MANOR 
(formerly Baptist Home for 

the Aged) 

P ortland, Oregon 

will have their Annual Meeting- on 
Monday, Nov. 18, 1968, 8 :00 P .l\f. 

MISSION ADVANCE PROGRAM 
Building t o Teach and Witness 

"Teach a ll n a t ions ... be my 
witnesses" (Matt. 28, Acts 1 ) 

TOTALS TO DATE - AUG. 31 

Leadership Gift Coven ants 
$316,000.00 

Cash R eceived $113,312.99 

GOAL $1,000,000 

BAPTIST HERALD 

Our Churches Ill 
• Action 

ORGAN DE DICATED 
PAUL, IDA. A wonderful addition t o t he worship ser vices 

has been felt s ince a H ammond organ was purchased. The 
organ fund received ma ny memorial gifts due to t he passing 
of a loving young wife and mother and friend to all, Mrs. 
Helen P aslay. She appreciated and enjoyed music and ex
pressed her desire for an organ many times. 

The dedicated service was held Sunday, September 1. 
Rev. F red Penner led in the meditation and prayer. A 
guest organist, Mr. Dan Busch, pr esented a concert espe
cially featuring the chimes and harp. (Mrs. Fred P enner, 
reporter.) 

CHURCH HOLDS RECEPTION F OR NEW PASTOR 
LODI, CALIF. Rev. Willis Potratz, formerly of Grand 

Forks, North Dakota began his ministry at the First Baptist 
Church on August 25. Dr. John Wobig, who served as 
interim pastor for over s ix m onths, led in a service of 
installa tion. The combined choirs of our church togeth er 
with the trumpet t rio presen ted "Festival of Praise." 

During the evening service a number of local ministers 
and church leaders welcomed Rev. Potratz, his wife, Rut h, 
a nd t heir four children. R ev. Joe Sonnenberg, NAB Western 
District Secretary, brought t he message. A reception and 
pantry shower followed in the social hall. (Mrs. Loris 
Enzminger , reporter.) 

F OURTEEN MEMBERS ADDED TO CHURCH 
RAPID CITY, S. D. On August 4, the South Canyon 

Baptist Church, Rapid City, South Dakota held a combined 

New members and Rev. M. Warken tin, on right. 

dedication of the baptistry a nd t he first baptismal service. 
Rev. Melvin L. Warkentin was in cha rge. Nine were ba pt ized, 
five joined by transfer of letter (pictured above). All were 
given the right hand of fe llowship. In clos ing t he Lord's 
supper was observed. 

Our Vacation Bible School was held the first week of 
Aug ust . The enrollment was 93 students with 14 decis ions 
made for Christ. A miss ion offer ing was taken daily. The 
program was held August 11 with an attendance of 153. 
A coffee hour was held a fter the progra m to acquaint teacher 
and parent. 

The annual Ladies Mission Circle picnic was held Augus t 
24th. 

A special missionary day is planned to be held in No
vember. (Mrs. William C. Lutz, reporter.) 

WlDTE SHELL CHURCH HOLDS VBS 
R IVER HILLS, MAN. With Rev. Voss a s director a nd 

Chris tia n families serving as t eachers, Vacation Bible School 
was held at our Whiteshell Bapt ist Church from A ugust 

October 15, 1968 

5-16. We had an en rollment of 71 pupils. Pray with u s 
that the Lord may bless these young lives as they h ide his 
w ord in their h earts. (Mrs. H erb Knopf, reporter.) 

BETHANY CHURCH ADDS TWENTY-FIVE 
TO MEMBERSHIP 

VANCOUVER, B. C. Seventeen children and one young 
mother declared the Lord to be their personal Savior, and 

were baptized on June 9, by our pastor, Rev. Ernie Rogal
ski. 

The hand of fellowship was extended to these new converts 
at the observance of t he L ord's Supper on July 7, 1968. 
We were also happy t o welcome t hrough transfer of m em
bership and testimony 7 new members. The baptismal can
didat es with the pastor on the left are pictured above. (Mrs. 
R. Zindler, reporter.) 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT BENTON HARBOR 
BENTON HARBOR, MICH. A Vacation Bible School was 

held a t the Firs t German Baptist Church of Benton H arbor, 
Michigan, Augus t 19-25, with 156 children enrolled and 
a n average a ttendance of 115. Our pastor, the Rev. Herman 
Pohl, was t he director assisted by a staff of 28 teachers and 
helpers. Many of t he children came from non-churched 
families, almost 40% from negro h omes. The closin g pro
gram on Sunday night united people under the Gospel who 
never before had entered t he church and heard of the love 
of Jesus Chris t to all men. (Mrs. H. A. Pohl, reporter.) 

KURT REDSCHLAG IS ORDAINE D 
E DMONTON, ALTA. On July 4, delegates gathered in 

council at the German Zion Baptist Church to determine 
the proprie ty of ordaining Brother Kurt Redschlag to the 
Gospel minis try. 

T he candidate proved himself prepared to give a clear, 
comprehensive report as to his conversion and church mem
bership, his call to the ministry, his Christ ian experience 
and training, as well as doctrinal sta tements . 

The council expressed their approval of the testimony of 
t he ca ndida t e and declared itself sa tisfied with all parts 
of the candidate's testimony. 

At the ordina tion service on July 15, a challenging message 
was brough t by Dr. F. Veninga on t he t heme, "The R equire
ments of a Servant." The challenge to the candidate w as 
delivered by Rev. W. Sturh ahn, and Rev. G. G. Rauser 
brought a challenge to t he church. The candidate was we l
comed into t he r a nks of t he ministry by Rev. W. R. Muller. 

A touching part of the service wa s t he challenge pre
sented to the candidate by t he parents of t he candidat e, and 
t he presenta tion of the ordination cert ifica t e by the mother 
of Kurt Redschlag. (Rev. F. W. P ahl, reporter.) 

LAKESHORE CHURCH OBSERVES FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY 

STEVENSVILLE, MICH. The Lakeshore Baptist Chur ch 
of Stevensville observed its fifth anniversary. It w as a 
Church Extens ion project under t he co-sponsorship of First 
Bapt ist Church of S t. J oseph and the North America n Bap
t ist Gener al Conference. 
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The church has gr own from a membership of 78 to 137. 
The congregation meets in t heir fi rst unit consisting of 
a sanctuary and educational facility. 

The church has been served by two pastors s ince its 
founding, Rev. Ber t A. Itterman and the present pastor, 
Rev. Richa rd W. P aetzel. The Lakeshore Baptist Church 
has plans for enlargement of its facilities in t he near future. 
(Mrs. Dora Kretchman, reporter .) 

COUPLE OBSERVES 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

RAPID CITY, S. D. Mr. and Mrs. Walter C. Bangert, 
Rapid City, Sout h Da kota were honored on August 25, a t 
a 50th wedding a nniver sary celebration. 

Mr. Banger t, born a t Avon, S. Dak., served in the U.S. 
Navy during Wor ld War I. Mrs. Banger t , born in I reland, 
came to the Un ited States in 1914. The couple were married 
in Brooklyn on December 24, 1918. The anniversary was 
observed now so all t he family could be together. They 
lived a t Avon for about 37 years and in R apid City for 
the past 13 years. 

The Bangerts were active in church work in Avon, and 
are now faithful members a t t he South Canyon Bapt ist 
Church. Mr. Banger t is the church treasurer. 

The open house was held in t he church parlors with their 
5 children hosting a nd serving the lunch. There are 14 
grandchildren. 

Rev. Melvin L. Warken tin led in devotions a nd provided 
a sketch of t he family's life. (Mrs. William C. Lutz, repor ter.) 

CHURCHES HOL D J OINT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
PAUL, IDA. "Christian Citizenship" was s t udied a t the 

V.B.S. evening semina rs for Jr. and Sr. Hi youth August 
19-23. Rev. F red P enner directed for t he t hree dhurches : 
Congregational, Methodist, a nd First Baptis t of Paul. On 
Friday evening, a fi lm night was held. After a t r avelog, t he 
featured film, "F ace The Music," was shown. In J une, Rev. 
P enner directed t he V.B.S. for pre-school t hrough grade s ix 
with t he three chur ches participat ing. Student enr ollm ent 
was 140 with a staff of 35 workers. This was the largest 
V.B.S. in many yea rs for this community. (Mrs. F red Penner, 
reporter.) 

CHURCH CELEBRATES GOTH ANNIVER SARY 
MILLET , ALTA. The Wiesenthal Bapt is t church was or

ganized by Rev. F . A. Mueller in 1908 but had been func
tioning as a bra nch of the F irst Baptis t Church of Leduc 
since 1897. Rev. Gustav Schunke was the first pastor. 

In 1921, under the leadership of R ev. Leo Gassner, a 
new church was built in which t he congregat ion still wor
ships. 

Pastors who served t he chur ch were : R ev. P hilip Da um, 
Rev. C. B. Thole, Rev. F . W. Benk e, Rev. R obert Schreiber , 
Rev. Henry Schmuland, Rev. E. A. Hoffmann, Rev. Ar thur 
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Zeller , Rev. E rnest Hahn and our present pastor Rev. Mor
ley Schultz. 

During _Rev. Hoffmann's minis try one of our young men, 
Rev. Edwm Kern, was commissioned for missionary service 
in J apan . 

Cha rter members s till living a re Mrs. Pauline Ertman, 
Mrs. Jus tina Schmidt, Mrs. Dora Zilke, a nd Mr. H erman 
Schamuhn. Our present membership is 150. 

The morning worship service was a "Home Coming." 
Our pas tor , Rev. Schultz, brought t he message. 
. Rev. Norman Dreger of First Ba ptist, Leduc brough t greet
mgs on behalf of t he s ister churches. Rev. Wm . Sturhahn, 
Nor thern Dis trict Secretary, brought greetings on behalf 
of the Denomination. 

The Anniversary message was brought by one of our 
former pastors, Rev. Ernest A. Hoffmann, now of Temple 
Bapt is t Chur ch, Cheek towaga, (Buffalo) N. Y. (Ralph 
Smith, repor ter.) 

TEMPLE AND GRACE BAPTIST CHURCHES 
ARE A CTIVE 

LEMMON, S.D. VBS was held at Temple Bapt ist of Lem
mon, S. Dak. J un e 3-7 using the t heme, "Adventuring Into 
t he Unknown." A fine presenta tion was g iven by t he children 
on the closing day. Handwork was displayed and lunch was 
ser ved. 

Our a ttenda nce in Sunday school has increased. We have 
added one class a nd appreciate the dedication of t he t each
ers. Through t he gracious donation of one member we wer e 
able to panel the front of the chur ch as well as placin g 
a carpet a nd putting drapes on t he sanctuary windows. A 
communion table was given by members a nd friends as 
a memorial t o the church. 

We enjoyed t he Missionary Conference held la s t fa ll a nd 
are looking forward to meet ing more of our missionaries 
in person. 

Grace Baptis t of Bison a lso enjoyed a week of VBS from 
May 27-31 with a n average att endance of 35. A fine program 
was rendered on the closing day. (Mrs. Arnold Friez, r e
por ter .) 

CHURCHES HA VE JOINT BAPTISMAL S ERVICE 
MARION, KAN. The First Baptist Church of D urham, 

Kansas united with the Emmanuel Baptist Church of Marion, 

Ka nsas for a ba pt ismal service. Four followed the Lord in 
bapt ism. Mr. LeRoy Griswold, interim pastor at Emmanuel 
Baptis t Church brought t he message w hile Rev. H enry 
La ng, Durham, baptized the candida tes. 

F ollowing t he baptism, a united communion service was 
held at which the pastors and deacons from both churches 
officiated. The ha nd of fellowship was extended to t hose 
who had been bapt ized. 

The Emmanuel Baptist Church provided r efreshments for 
the fellowship hour which followed. 

Pastors and candidates are pictured above. (Mrs. Oliver 
Mohn, reporter.) 

PASTOR GIVEN F ARE WELL 

ST. J OSEPH, MI CH . On August 18 the Fir st Baptist 
Church of St. Joseph, Michiga n bade farewell to t he pas tor 
R ev. Kenneth F enner d f .1 ' 
t he St J an amt y. P astor F enner ca me t o 
L H Bro~~ep~ church as an assistant to the la te Rev. 
of the chur;~ 1~ 196\ and he assumed the du ties of pastor 

A program s a er t e death of Rev. Broeker in 1965. 
' ponsor ed by t he deacons, gave various church 
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organizations a n oppor tunity to express t heir appreciation 
for the fa ithful service they r endered. Both Pastor and Mrs. 
F e nner expressed their gratitude to t he members and friends 
of the church. A gift was given to Mrs. Fenner from the 
Ambassador Class as t heir appreciation to her teaching 
ministry. T hree United States Savings ~ands were presented 
to the pastor and his family. (Mrs. Alvm Wet ter, reporter.) 

CHURCH HAS BAPTISi'[ AND SPECIAL CAMP TRIP 
ST. JOSEPH, MICH. On Sunday, August 18, Rev. Kennet h 

F enner baptized 3 people during t he m orning service. During 
the special evening musica l program, the pas tor extended 
t he r ight hand of fellowship to the b aptismal candidates. 

On August 23, 38 young people boarded t he church 
bus for Word of Life Camp a t Schroon Lake, New York 
for one week. The pastor, Rev. Kenneth F enner and his 
family a nd Mr. and Mrs. J ohn Borchers accompanied t he 
young people. On August 31, the group will dr ive to Buffa lo, 
New York where they will stay overnight at t he Buffalo 
Bible I nstitut e. The group will attend a church service in 
Buffalo a nd also make a stop at Niagar a Falls, New York. 
(Mrs. Alvin Wetter , reporter.) 

. COUPLE OBSERVES 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERS ARY 
MARTIN, N .D. On August 

4, 1968, the childr en of Mr. 
and Mrs. Conrad Michelson 
honored t hem with a golden 
wedding anniversary cele
bration at t he Martin Bap
tis t Church wit h 250 friends 
a nd relatives sharing in t his 
t ime of joy. The couple mar
r ied on May 15, 1918 and l ive 
on a farm nea r Mar tin wher e 
t hey a re now retired. Their 
children and gra ndchildr en 
presented a program, "Mo
ments to Remember ." 

Mr. a nd Mrs. Michelson have eigh t children: Lorenz, 
Jiving at Walnut Cree1" Calif.; Robert, Lodi, Calif.; F lor
ence (Mrs. Ernest Frueh ), H arvey, N. Dak.; Luverne (Mrs. 
Robert Krueger) , Grand Rapids, Mich.; Marvin (Bud) , Mar
t in, N . Dak.; Victor, Water town, S. Da k. ; Shirley (M rs. 
Deene Horn), Minneapolis, Minn.; and Mildred J ean (Mrs. 
J ulius Helm), J a mestown, N. Da k. There are t wenty grand
children and one great-grandchild. (R ev. R. Gr ueneich, r e
porter. ) 

PAS TOR'S WIFE I S WE L COME D AND 
MISSIONARY SPEAI{S 

ASHLEY, N. DAK. At the A ugus t 6 meeting of the 
Woma n's Missiona ry Society of t he Ashley Baptis t Chur ch 
we had the joy of welcoming our new pastor's wife, Mrs. 
E ta n P elzer. May God bless her and us as we become 
co-wor kers toget her. 

On August 30 we had t he privilege of having Mrs. Sta nley 
Schauer as guest speaker. Mrs. Scha uer a nd her husband 
are s tationed a t Bogata, Colombia , South America , doing 
m issiona ry work as Bible t r anslators under the Wycliffe 
Bible Tra nsla tors. (Mrs. Car l Fischer , repor ter.) 

P ASTOR AND FAMILY GIVEN FARE WE LL 
GRAND FORKS, N .D. On Sunday morning, Augus t 11, 

our beloved P as tor Willis P otratz preached h is farewell 
message, hav ing resigned to . acce~t the pastorate of the 
Firs t Bapt ist Church in Lodi, Callf. , , . . 

A farewell was pla nned for t he Pocratz fami ly m the 
a fternoon which a llowed t heir n;a ny fri~.nds an opi;iortuni ty 
to say "Goodbye a nd God be with you. The Cha irma n of 
the Board of Deacons, Harold Ca rlson, ope ned the progr~m 
'Nith some very appropriate re.marks. _Then a representative 
of each organization spoke briefly: ~1fts wer e pre~en ted, to 
t he P otratz family from the church, to Mrs. P ot 1atz from 
t he Woman's Missionary Union and to , S teve from the 
c By F Responses were made by members of the Potratz 
f · "i · · d then t he rest of the afternoon was devoted to 
i~~:-~a~nfellowsh ip and refreshments. (Mrs. F red K ra nzler, 

repor te r .) 

October 15, 1968 

SUMM E R ACTIVITIES AT BROOI{ PARK CHURCH 
MINNEAP OLIS, MINN. On Sunday even ing June 2 we 

me t for t he fi rs t baptismal service in our new sanctuary. 

Our pastor, the Rev. H enry Ram us, b_a Pt ized eight young 
people (pictured above) on the confess ion of faith in J esus 
Chr is t . 

On Sun~ay m orning June 9, the Rev. H. G. Ramus 
preached his farewell message. He also extended the hand 
of fellowship to eight new member s. 

F ollowing t his service we gat hered in the fellowship hall 
for a farewell program. The modera tor, Mr . H. Blain e 
F luth, was in charge. Eiq>ressions of grate fulness to t he 
Ra muses were given in talks, musical number s an d !rifts. 
The Ra mus family is moving to Forest P a rk ' wher e"' t he 
pas tor will begin his new task as Dir ector of Children 's 
Ministry at our headquarters office. T he Rev. Herman P al
fenier is ser ving as interim pastor. 

F rom August 5-9 F a ith Baptist Church combined with 
our c hur ch for Vacation Bible School. The theme •was 
"Ventw·e With God Into the Unknown," and was directed 
by Mrs. Robert C. Schmidt . There were 126 schola rs enrolled 
with 21 t eachers and helpers. The combined offerinas of 
$115.68 will be put to u se in our Cameroon Library. "' 

On Sunday evening Augus t 18 t he N .A.B. College E choes 
presented a program of t estimony and song. 

On October 1, Mr. and Mrs. Al fred Gra ms, our new pas
tor a nd wife, pla n Lo begin Lheir ministry here. (Mrs. G. 
Dock ter , reporter.) 

NINE ADDE D TO Ei\11\lANUEL CHUR.CH 
MORRIS, MAN. Sunda y, August 4, 3 girls and 6 boys 

accepted the Lord J esus as their personal Savior and 
followed the Lord in bapt ism. 

After t he baptism t he church gathered to observe the 
Lord's Supper a nd to extend t he hand of fellowship to all 
nine. In t hese inspirational moments we once again remin ded 
ourselves of the blessings and obligations of church mem
!)crsh ip. It was a t hrill ing experience to hear t he congrega
t ion s ing, "Blest Be The Tie That B inds Our Hearts in 
Chr istian Love." Rev. Henry P feifer a nd bapt ismal can di
da tes are pictu red a bove. (Rev. Henry P feifer , repor ter.) 

VBS H ELD IN NE W AR.EA 
P I NA WA, MAN. T he Whiteshell Bapt ist Church sponsored 
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an evening Vacation Bible School in Pinawa from July 
29 to August 2. Rev. B . Voss, the pastor at Whiteshell, 
five teachers and about ten workers from Pinawa were 
kept busy by an average of 95 children who attended the 
five-day school. 

This was the first such school held in Pinawa, a t own 
of approximately 2,000 people. The first residents moved into 
Pinawa in July 1963 when the Atomic Energy of Canada 
opened the Whiteshell Nuclear Research Establishment here. 

with an average attendance of 58, and a staff of 10 under 
t he direction of Pastor W. C. Damrau. The missionary 
offering amounted to $60.09. The final program was held 
on F riday evening and the church was almost filled with 
the children and their interested pa rents and friends, mos tly 
for Catholic homes. (VBS reporter .) 

ClflJRCH l\IE l\IBER CELEBRATES 90TH BIRTHDAY 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. On Sunday, August 11, t he chil-

The theme of the school was, "Venture With God." (H. 0. 
Wegner, repor ter.) 

YOUTH HELP IN COLORADO MISSION 
TACOMA, WASH. Last spring a call for summer helpers 

was sent to the Senior High young people to help the Rev. 
and Mrs. E. Ahrens with their summer program among the 
Spanish Americans in the San Luis Valley in Colorado. 
Denny Freder ick and Gary Wigle volunteered t heir services, 
so our young people raised the funds for t his project in 
various ways. 

Sunday evening, Aug. 18, t hese two boys, together with 
one of our young school teachers, Judy Klapstein, who also 
spent time this summer at our Colorado mission station, 
presented a program in testimony and color slides of t heir 
work there. We praise God for young people who are willing 
to give of t heir time to help with the Lord's work. (Ida 
Wigle, repor ter.) 

STUDENT AND FORMER PASTOR SPEAI{ 
IN ODESSA CHURCH 

ODESSA, WASH. Rev. and Mrs. Edward Kopf of the 
Plevna, Mont. , Baptist church were vis itors in the Odessa 
area in August. On Sunday, August 11, Rev. Kopf was 
guest speaker to his former congregation. 

dren of Mrs. Katharina Yung celebrated her 90th birthday 
with members and friends of t he Pilgrim Church where 
she has been a member for 52 yea rs. Present on t his occa
sion were her three children, Adam, Eva and Katherine, 
two grandchildren and five great-grandchildren, and her 
only sister from Canada. 

On S unday, August 18, Thomas Goetz, who grew up in 
the Marlin-Odessa area, spoke at h is home church to a 
near capacity crowd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Goetz will return to Garretson, South Da
kota following their vacation, where they serve a commu
nity church. Tom will continue his s tudies at the North 
American Baptist Seminary in S ioux Fails, South Dakota. 
(Adrian E. Werner, r eporter.) 

The pastor, Rev. Milton Zeeb, made a few appropriate 
remarks and a brief program followed, including an original 
poem written by one of the children . Refreshments gave 
members and friends time to convey their best wishes. The 
interes ting arrangement of 90 dimes in t he accompanying 
picture was made by Alice Kaaz. (Katherine Yung, reporter.) 

CORRECTION 

GOOD ATTENDANCE REPORTED AT VBS 
In the August 1 issue of the BAPTIST HERALD, in 

the section of Our Churches In Action, the report a bout 
Dr. E. P. Wahl's ordination and ministry at the Hilda Bap
t ist Church should have listed the church m embership 
as 151 and not 15. 

ROCHESTER, N.Y. The best a ttended Vacation Bible 
School in the three year history of our church was held 
from August 19-23. A total of 72 children were registered 

WRITING LETTERS ... 
(Continued f rom page 10) 

seasonal progr am is scheduled, but the 
background story of a young person 
who came to t he Lord at camp or some 
pertinent quotes from the m essages 
brought by the pastor is included. 
Even as those a t home enjoy reading 
of t he Lord's working in a special 
way on the field, so a lso are mission
aries encouraged to lea rn of blessings 
and results in the home churches. 

5. Don' t feel that your letter must 
be lengthy. Instead of a pologizing for 
two pages because you have nothing 
to say, enclose a clipping or news item 
that you have found interesting ; a 
short poem or devotiona l medita tion 
that has been of specia l help to you ; 
a cartoon that struck you as unusua lly 
funny ; a new or a time-tested recipe 
t hat involves ingredients availa ble to 
the m issionary ; or a newspaper col
umn such as "H ints from Heloise" or 
"Dear Abby" where the material migh t 
be pertinent to t he missionaries' use. 

6. If you are planning a program you 
wiJJ find t hat most missionaries are 
very anxious t hat the needs of t heir 
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field be publicized and will gladly sup
ply information when given sufficient 
adva nce notice. If you are requesting 
slides, photos, or curios be sent, do not 
ask the missionary to let you know 
what it costs. This places him in the 
embarrassing position of having to send 
a bill for his services. Much more 
thoughtful would be to enclose a check 
which you are r easonably cer tain will 
cover the expense. 

7. Expect an answer. By following 
these hints you have made the reply 
to your letter less a chore and more a 
pleasure. A missiona ry is not ignorant 
of t he fact t hat those who will take 
the time and interest to write a re 
also those who will take the time and 
inter est to pray. While he may be able 
to survive without mail, he has no hope 
for a useful m inistry without prayer. 

EVANGELISM AND C. E. 
WORKSHOPS HELD .. . 

(Continued f rom page J S) 

for one another ," seems to be more 
easily obeyed when we pray for these 
far a~ay ;. however, as we pray ior 
those m distant places who certainly 

need and apprecia te our prayers. le t 
us a lso pray for our pastors and other 
local co-workers so close to us. 

The progress we would J.ilcc to so:::c 
take place in our m ission field in the 
Cameroon, as well as other areas, will 
depend so much on our unde rgirding 
of the tota l ministry in our N or th 
American Baptis t Gene ral Conference. 
We can only expect to enla rge uur 
foreign missiona ry endeavors as \\'C 

in North America es ta blish new 
churches, train pastors and mission
aries at our ins titutions, and carry on 
consistently in the local church to win 
persons to Chris t and help Christian s 
in their fa ith. You a nd I must re
peatedly examine our st0wardship and 
ask ourselves t he question : "Wha t 
else should I place upon the al ta r of 
God to he lp harves t t he fields which 
arc so very ripe ?" 

My unforgettable impressions of the 
achievements in m edica l and educa
tional ministries !n the Cameroons will 
be related in a for thcoming a rticle. 

Rev. G. IC Zimrnernum is t he E x
ecuti,ve Secretary North A?nericcm 
Be t" ' W isl General Con/ erence. 
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Obituaries 

ADOLF EISNER 
of Swnn River, ?tianitoba 

Adolf Eisner passed away after a Jeng U1y 
illness on July 16 1968. He was born to 
Gott fr ied and Wilhelmina Eisner J anuary 
22. 1883 in Alexandrafka. Ukraine. 

H e accepted Christ as h is Lord and Savior 
and was baptized by Rev. Ludwig Breier. 
Until 1913 he was a member of t he Baptist 
Chu rch in Roszishe. After that he be<:ame a 
m ember of the church in Porosof, Polan d. 

He was ma rried to Pauline Besselt . Sep
tember 21, 1906. F ive child ren were bo'.n 
to this u nion. of which 2 preceded_ h im in 
death . His first wife passed away in Janu
ary 1919. 

He t hen married Alwina Wenzlaw, nee 
Roth on March '1:7, 1919. T h is union was 
b lessed with 6 ch ildren . 

He ca me to Canada in 19'1:7 a nd settled 
near t he village of Minitonas. H e . farmed 
until he ret ired in 1946. H e made his home 
in Swan River upon h is retirement. 

Br Adolf Eisner loved the Lord and was 
a fai

0

thfui member of Chris t ' s church. From 
1927 u ntil 1946 he was a member or the 
Firs t Baptis t Church of Mlnitonas. Alter 
m oving to Swan River he be<:ame a member 
o f the Temple Baptist Church. . 

He lea ves to mourn his passing his be
loved wife Alwi na ; nine ch ildren: Ewald 
Eisner, Swan R iver; Adeline (Mrs. A:· 
Brus t ) . Swa n River ; Arnold E lsner. Mlru
tonas ; Olga (Mrs. E . W~sner) . Swan ~1ver; 
Benjamin E isner. Winnipeg ; Ka rl Eisner, 
S wan River: Martha (Mrs. J . . Lepholtz) , 
W innipeg ; William Elsner. Winnipeg; Har
old E isner Vancouver; one stepda ughter, 
Adina (Mrs . E . Korella). Nokomis. Sask . ; 
38 g randchildren, 16 g reat g ranc!chlldren. 
two brothers Gustav and Alber t E isner a nd 
one sister Mrs . Bertha Klt.zer . a ll of. Ger
many a nd many other relatives a nd friends. 

The funera l took place July 19 in Swa n 
River. 

Temple Baptist Church 
swan River. Manitoba E. HEES. pastor 

MRS. KARL AUCH 
of Hebron , North Dnkotn 

Mrs . Ka rl Auch, born Sa~ie Mohr , the 
daughter of J ohn and Fredrika Mohr. was 
born on Ma rch 13. 1896. a t .Hosm er, Sou th 
Dakota a nd passed a way Ill a Bisma rck 
Hospital on Sa turday, July '1:7, at the a g e 
o f 72 years. 4 months and 14 days. . 

She g rew up and r eceived her educat.10n 
in the Hosmer. ~uth Da_kota community. 

S he was un ited in marriage to l\~r. K.arl 
Auch on J a n. 2. 1916 a t Hosmer. This union 
was blessed o f the Lord In t he birth of 11 
ch ildren : 4 da ug hters, a ncl. 7 sons. They 
celebra ted their golden weddrng anniversa ry 
of J an. 1. 1966. L J 

S he recog n ized her need of the ord esus 
as her Savior, and uPOf! her confession . o f 
faith in Him was ba ptized together 'Y1th 
he r h usband, a t New L eipzig a nd re<:e 1v~d 
into the m embersh ip of the New Leipzig 

chxrf~r their ma rriage. they engaged In 
fa r mi ng u ntil 1954. when they moved to 
Mott. In 1959 they moved .to Hebron where 
they ma de t heir home u nt il Oct.. ~967. She 
the n beeame a res ident of U1e Ba pt is t Hol!le 
in Bisma rck u ntil the end . It was their in
tention to r etire to the l)ome together, but 
her husband was hosp1ta llzecl and .then 
passed away before th is .could be r ealized. 

She was a d evoted behever in the Lord 
J esus and r ej oiced in H im unti l the very 

en~i1 c is survived by 9 children 31 g rand
ch ildren a nd 6 g reat g randchildren . Also 
by 2 brothers and 2 sisters. 

L ast services were held In the H ebron 
Baptist Cirn rch on July 30. 1968. 

Hebron Bap t ist Church 
Hebron, North D~~'!f~R WIENS. pastor 

MAURICE GENE FRITZEMEIER 
of Stafford, J{nnsns 

Maur ice Gene Fritzemeler was born J a nu
a ry 15, 1949 a t Staffor d. t he son of M r . and 

October 15, 1968 

Mrs. Harve Fritzemeier. He pa ssed away to 
be with the Lord on August 15, 1968. 

He grew up on the farm a nd presently 
was a nticipating his sophomore year of 
college at F ort H a ys Sta te College. 

He accepted Christ as his Sa vior in March, 
1959 dur in g spe<:ia l meetings with Rev. Herr
man. He was baptized and reeeived into the 
membersh ip of the Calvary Baptist Church 
of Sta fford. He participated faithfully in 
ma ny areas of church work . He served as 
P resident of t he local CBYF You th Grou p 
as well as P resident or a high school class. 
Re<:ently he was elected to the post of Mis
s ions Promoter in the Kansas State CBYF 
Youth Group. 

H e had many interests in which he ap
plied a keen talent for originality and cre
ativity, including drama as a member or the 
Starrord Players and Aviation in wh ich he 
earned his pi lot' s license. He provided spe
cial musical seleetions for church services 
and was always dependa b le in attenda nce at 
the Lord's house. 

H e is su rvived by his parents Mr . and 
Mrs. Ha r ve Fritzemeier ; a brother. Merle, 
Hutchinson; a materna l g randmother Mrs 
Henry Hildebran d a nd m a ny m ore relatives 
a nd loved ones. 

Maurice Fritzemeier, 19 was on his way 
to a Youth Banquet in Hillsboro K a nsas 
wiU1 J oe Meschberger. At the end or the 
Ba nquet Thursday even ing, August 15. many 
o f the teen-agers stood weeping as the a n
nouncemen t was m ade of t he death of these 
two boys. The teen-agers. meeting as the 
South western Conference or the North Amer
ican Ba ptist Gen~raJ Conference. have now 
set up a Memoria l Fund in Maurice a nd 
J oe·s name. Money g iven to t h is Kansas 
s ta te fu nd wi ll be used to help African s tu
dents studying in the United States under 
our miss ion sponsorship. 

Maurice fritzemeie1· was killed In an a u to
m obile acciden t Thursda y even ing Augus t 
15. T he F unera l was at the Calvary Ba ptis t 
Ch1,11~ch or S t'!fford. Rev. James Schacher 
officiated. Buria l took place at the Stafford 
Cemeter y. The fam ily sugges ts m em orials 
to the Church Memoria l Fund. 

Calvary Ba ptist Church 
Sta fford , Ka nsas 

J AM ES A. SCHACHER, pastor 

JOE DALE MESCRBERGER 
of Stafford, Knnsas 

J oe Da le Meschber ger , the son of Mr. a nd 
Mr s. Wa¥ne Meschberger . was born in S taf
ford on June 14. 1953. H e passed away to be 
with the Lord on Aug ust 15. 1968. 

He lived an cl worked on the farm w ith 
his parents a nd was planning on beginn ing 
his sophomore year in high school this fa ll. 

He accepted Christ as Sa vior in 1963 a t 
camp. He fo llowed the Lord in baptism to 
tes tify or his faith a nd joined the Calvar y 
Ba ptist Church of StaH or d . Joe regularly 
a ttended church and Sunday school. He sang 
m the chu rch choir a nd was a dependable 
member or h is you th _group. He pa r t icipated 
a ctively In Ka nsas S ta te CBYF activities. 
Just a few weeks befo re h is death he ha d 
attended the annual Youth Camp or North 
America n Baptists in Elmdale. Kansas. His 
pleasant disposition earned him many fr iends 
in all of these a reas. 

H e is survived by h is parents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wayne Meschber ger: two sisters: Gai l 
a nd Jane : one brother Max. a ll at home : 
paterna l gra nd_J>arcnts. Mr. a nd Mrs. Dun lcl 
Mcschberger. StafCord , a nd ma te rnal g rancl 
pa ren ts. M r. and Mr s. Jim Myers. Lorra ine. 
I<a n. In addition to a host o r other relatives 
a nd fr iends. Interme nt was at the S taHord 
Cemetery . 
. The funeral for J oe Meschberger . who was 

ki lled In a n automobile accident was held 
on Sat urday. August 17 1968 a t the Calvary 
Ba ptis t Church . rura l ·Stafford. The Rev. 
James Schacher officia ted. The fam ily sug
f,.~1~sJs memorials to the Church Memor ial 

Calvary B11pttst Church 
S ta fCord . .Kansas 

J AMES A. SCHACHER. pastor 

HARRY W. MOLLHAGEN 
of Lorraine, Kansas 

Mr .. H arry W. Mollhagen was born n ear 
Lorrame. Kansas on September 1. 1882. and 
pass!!d a way on Aug ust 16. 1968 a t the age 
of 85 years. 11 months a nd 15 days 
Aft~r R!>v. Str acke held reviva l se.rvices in 

Lorrame in 1904. Mr. Mollhagen r ecognized 
h ls . need of salvation. and so he accep ted 
Ch rist a s his personal Savior. He was bap
t i ~ed shortly afterwa rds and joined t11e 
Firs~ Baptist Church. where he remained 
a fa ithful member the rest of h is life. 

On September 8 . 1908 he was married to 
Miss .F lora S. Habel. The L ord blessed th is 
marna~~ with two sons and one daugh ter. 

Mr . Mollhag~n served his chur ch a nd his 
commu nity fa ithfu lly all h is life In the 
church he served as deacon fo r i 4 years 
a nd in the community he served most not: 
ably as a member of the H ouse or Repre
sen tat~ves or. the K a nsas Legislature. 

He is survived 1?Y h is w idow. Flora: one 
daughter. Mrs. E dith E. Christy of Phoenix 
Arizona: two sons: Mil ton of Scott City : 
I<<!nsas a nd .Stanley of Lorraine : ten gra nd
ch ildr!'n : eig h t gr!'a t: grandchildren: and 
two. s isters: Mrs. Mm nie S chroeder of Lor
;~~-1e, and Mrs. Alice Sager or Moran. K an-

'fhe m_emorlal service was held in Lor
raine. with Rev. Ha rold Gieseke of Bethle
hem. Pa .. and the interim pastor, officlatin". 

Firs t Baptist Church " 
Lorra ine. Ka nsas 

RUDIE MATHEUSZIK , inter im pastor 

JOHN AUGUST BAUMGART 
of Maywood, Illinois 

John August Baumgart went to h is hea v
enly home on June 8. 1968 a t the a ge of 91. 

H e was born . on February 23. 1877 in 
Oberndorf. Prussia. Germany. At the age of 
14 he came with h is paren ts to th is coun
t ry and settled in Fores t P ar k. Ill inois where 
he. a nd his brothers. Will. Charlie. a nd 
Reine we re partners in Remus Brothers' 
~rocery at Marengo a nd Rando lph Streets 
in F orest Pa rk. 

On Ml!Y 26, . 1914 he. and H edwig K eppler 
wer e jorned in marriage by Rev. O. R. 
Schr oeder . pas tor of the Forest Park Bap
tist Church. 

There Mr. Baumgar t accepted the L ord 
J esus as h is personal Savior. was ba ptized 
upon con fession of his faith a nd welcomed 
Into the church fellowship. H e served his 
Lord faith fully as Sunday school teacher 
a nd member of the Boa r d of Trustees 

God blessed the marriage bond wi th· three 
sons. J ohn. Walter. a nd K erber t. 

Funeral services were held June 10 1968 
at the Zimmer man & Son F u neral i-Iome 
F orest Park. Il linois. · 

T he offic ia ting ministers were H erbert 
Freeman a nd J ohn E. Grvgo. 

T he interment took place a t the Wood
lawn Cemetery. Forest Park. Illinois. 

May the Lord con t inue to comfort Mr s. 
Hedwig Baumgart. a nd the sons J ohn 
Wa lter. and Her bert and their ram'ilies. ' 

Mr. and Mrs. Baumgart were guests at 
the Cen t.ral . Ba ptist H ome for the Aged. Chi
cago. Il h no1s. for the last three years. 

JOHN E. GRYGQ, chapla in 

HEfu'1AN G. JANSSEN 
of Lorraine, Knnsns 

Mr. Herma n G. Janssen was born on J a n
ua ry 9. 1888 near Lorraine. and passed away 
u nex pe<:tedly at h is home on August 21. 
1968 a t the age o f 80 yeru·s. 7 months and 
12 days. 

I-Te was ba ptized by the late Rev. Robert 
St rache a nd united with the Baptist Chu rch 
of L orraine on March 13. 1904. where he 
served fa ithfu lly for 64 years. for some 
years as ch urch clerk. 

On Novem ber 12. 1912 Mr . J a nssen was 
un ited in marriage to Miss Clara Colberg. 
a nd to th is union two daughters were born. 
Then o n Novem ber 24, 1917 Clara went 
to her heaven ly home. 

On April 18. 1920 he was married to Mrs. 
Christina S teenboch Ploog. ancl to this u n ion 
th ree sons were born. Mr . and Mrs. Janssen 
lived on t he farm on wh ich he was born 
un til they ret ired in 195'1. They then moved 
into L orraine. · 

Mr. Janssen Is sur vived bv his w idow. 
Christina: two daugh ter s : Mrs. Melva F 
S plitter of Lorraine. a nd Mrs. Wanda c: 
Olson of Walled La~e. Mich igan: t hree 
sons: Ver non E . or Little R iver. Arlen vV. 
or Genesco. ancl Jerom e G. or Lorraine 
Ka nsas: sixteen grandchild re n: two g reat: 
g ra ndchildren: l!nd one siste r. Mrs. vValter 
Kruse or Scott City. I<ansas. 

T he memorial se rvice was held In Lor
raine. with Rev. Lowell Wend lnnd or Leon
ard\"ille. Kansas a nd the interim pastor offi
ciating. 

Fi rst Baptist Church 
Lorrai ne. Kansas 

RUDIE MATHEUSZIK. in ter im pastor 
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Listening and Reading 

listen 
to 

the Bible 

four helps 
for 

Bible reading 
ACTS 8:30 

BAPTIS'l' HERALD 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

24 

INTRO'oUCTION: Listening is an act of love in which a person gives himself to 
another's word, making himself accessible and vulnerable to that word . It requires 
complete attention. 
1. Listen to the Word. Put aside, for the time being, such other issues as whether 
the Word is credible or congenial or consistent. Firs_t, listen to the Word. 
2. Tre~t it with respect. When you receive a letter you open it and read it as a 
whole. The Bible deserves this same regard. Read it l n context. 
3. View it as having life. Regard it more as a newspaper than a systematic body 
of theological doctrine. The Bible reports the news of the Word of God. 
4. Let God find you. The Bible seeks and finds men where they are. Only be open 
to God's initiative. 
CONCLUSION: When a. man is so naked, so helpless, so transparent. .. when a 
man so utterly ceases to try to justify himself or anyone or anything else, he first 
becomes vulnerable to the Word of God. He only then is freed to listen and at 
last to welcome.the Word in the Bible. 

William Stringfellow 
Excerpted from: 

"Count It all Joy" 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

INTRODUCTION: The question of the Ethiopian is typical of the confusion many 
experience when they try to read the Bible. But the fault lies with the reader, 
not with the Book. 
Help number one: read selectively. The Bible is a library of 66 different books. 
Approach it as you would a library. The best place to begin is with the life of 
Christ as explained in the four Gospels. 
Help number two: read concu rrently. Read more than one book of the Bible dur
ing the same period of time. Keep coming back to the Gospels. See how one 
book relates to the other. 
Help number three: use proper aids. Some Bibles by their size and shape actually 
inhibit Bible reading. Get a Bible with which you can feel comfortable. Expect to 
wear it out. Use a good comment?ry and a Bible dictionary. 
Help number four: read it within the church. The l?ible and the church go to
gether. The relationship between the two is most intimate. Don 't rest satisfied 
until you have found a church that is marked by the pure proclamation of the 
Word of God. 
CONCLUSION: Bible reading is entirely different from other reading. You never 
finish reading the Bible. This is a reading program which lasts a lifetime. 

Joel H. Nederhood, Th. D. 
Radio Minister, 

Christian Reformed Church 
The Back To God Hour 

Non-profit organizat ion. Second class postngc paid nt 
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