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AS I SEE IT 
Religious News Analyzed 

by Paul Siewert 

A NYONE who has recently 
persued the news-stands has seen the 
colorful little book by Malcolm Boyd 
titled, "Are You Running With Me, 
Jesus?" Over half a million copies 
have already become the possession 
of the public. The book is a series 
of prayer expressions by the flamboy
ant author; a collection of rather 
naked exposures of a man's intimate 
conversations with Jesus, including 
vulgarity, brashness, and piety. 

This collection of communiques with 
t he Divine accrue to themselves a 
liberty of expression that is much 
espoused by some of the new genera
tion. It seems to be a welcomed 
breath of air in a rather stuffy legacy 
of religion ritual and stiff expressions 
of faith. 

But is it all good? Is it even com
mendable? Is it normal for a man to 
offer such personal expression to 
Christ for public consumption? There 
was a time when the highly pietistic, 
who always spoke in a s traight-laced 
religious vocabulary, were considered 
rather bigoted. But could this not be 
a new kind of bigotry? One com
mentator suggests that the people op
posing Malcolm Boyd's s langy elo
quence don't want anyone to disturb 
the peaceful cloister of the church 
and desire to keep J esus Christ at a 
safe distance from the real grit of 
life. But does one really have to use 
raw expressions to get close to Christ? 
H~ve we actually come to the place 
where we no longer have the ability 
to communicate our most inner feel
ings without crudeness? Does not our 
vocabulary to some extent express our 
respect for Christ? 

Granted our spiritual expressions 
should be purged of the "old jargon;" 
but it hardly seems wise to exchange 
t his for a "new jargon" that makes 
Jesus one who is completely comfort
able in a clois ter of sin. I suggest 
there is a new extreme to shun. 

Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor of 
t he Ebenezer Baptist Church, V ancou
ver, B C. 

HELP FOR BIAFRA 
GENEVA. <EPS) - T h e W or 1 d 

Council of Churches has given $150,-
000 to the International Committee of 
Red Cross (ICRC) to help finance the 
continuation of the Nigeria/Biafra air
lift. 

The WCC has now donated $900 000 
in cash towards the relief work in 
Nigeria/Biafra and over $4 000 000 in 
material aid to Nigeria/Biaf~a. ' 
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KARL BARTH DIES 
At his death, Swiss theologia n Karl 

Barth was still filling his pushcart. 
The text of yet another lecture Jay 
half finished on his desk in Basel 
where he died in his sleep at the ag~ 
of 82. Though he rejected the label 
"great theologian" as a contradiction 
in terms, he was tha t and more: like 
Anselm, Augustine and Calvin before 
him, Karl Barth was a genuine doc
tor of the church. "My new task " he 
once wrote of his magnum ~pus 
"Church Dogmatics," which a lone run's 
to more than 6 million words "Was 
to take all. tha~ has been said

1 

before 
and to thmk it through once more 
and freshly, and to articulate it anew 
as a the0 1.0 rq: of the grace of God in 
J esus Christ. 

Barth'~ task began as an abrupt 
break wit~ turn-of~the-centur liberal 
p estant1sm and its tende Y • 

rot Christianity to the ncy to re-
duc~ sentiments. A socialis noblest of 
mans t of devoting his 1~ who once 
thougl1 ·on movement lfe to the 
trade-u;

1 
when his own ' th:Sarth was 

shocl<e in Germany PUbli eology pro
fessors ·]itary ambitions cly endorsed 
the J11.l II. This was Pt Of Kaiser 
Wilhelfll 0or enough 

oung Swiss Past 
to we Ya Christianity waOt t hat ac-

l'ltc · s b cu ltu1" )'l'lous mauguraJ Vol a nkrupt. 
In his f~111entary on St. l?alltne, a 400-
page co iioJ11ans, Barth cou Ul•s Epis tle 
to tl1e 

8
nthropomorphisrn lltered the 

flaccid. jtY wit h a~ e Of liberal 
Christ'afl ·quc revelation ~Osition of 
God's tJfl~ l lY Other." Bcfo~ C:hrist as 
lhe ,.ylti transcen~ent Goa e this for
biddifl~l~flg but l~sten; ati l'tian could 
do notl1 reach Him Were o ther ef
forts to l'tiere "re-

lig ion·" 1JCS RUINING 

'CAT,..o 1.'~NT PREJUnr 
PR01~5 ,,v.''fl ST EDIToa 

0
ll:s· 

SAYS J3, t FORGE, PA.-.._ 
v Af...µ~estants are going (11.BNS) 

"We f1"0 with .new reasons to have to 
come t1P ca thollcs. bec~use 

0 
for hating 

RomaJ'l ·easons is being t .Ile of our 
favorite if'J'orrn~n DePuy, ell~lled," said 
the Re"· .13apt1st magazin clttor of the 

. 3 Jl a· e 11~ A m er!C· g in an e 1toria1 " ll?SION. 
wr1~1fl the December issu '.l.>h1ch ap

pears ina "We used to e, Mr. De
Puy sa ' 

5
'piracy on the Pa~~·each fear 

of a co;e supposedly haa of Rome. 
The po effective machine, a .tremen-
dously ntrol over the With ab-
solu te . c~. sou1 of every 
CathoJ1c. 

But now "walk-outs, PraY-ins de
fiance by priests of their bis.hops, 

councils trying to soften t he Papal 
stand on birth control, and other 
forms of Protestant-like behavior 
ma ke it necessary for Protestants to 
us~ other excuses," said the editor. 

The R?man church is being 
wracked with searchings of consci
ence. Some of the most creative theo
logical thought and some of the most 
biblica~ utterances are coming from 
Cathohcs, whether the hierarchy is 
ready or not." 

"It .could make Protestants judge 
Cat hohcs as persons instead of a 
g roup. None of our Protestant preju
dices are safe," concluded the edi
torial. 

BRITISH BAPTISTS TO GIVE 
DAY'S PAY F OR NEEDY 

., L 0 ND 0 ~· EI';TGLAND.- Britain's 
000,000 Baptists will be asked to give 
at least a day's pay in 1969 to help 
needy around the world. 

The co~nc}l of the Baptist Union of 
Great Bntam and Ireland has SU"
gestcd that t.he contributions be made 
on _Go.ad Frida~-April 4, 1969. The 
day s mcom.e w!ll be over and above 
all other gifts to wor ld mission and 
service. 

NEW S AND VIEWS 
DR. LATOURETTE 
IHLLE D IN ACCIDENT 

OREGON CITY, OREGON- (ABNS) 
-Dr" Kenneth Scott Latourette 84 
cmcr1tu~ Sterli~g professor of mis~ion~ 
and Orwntal history at Yale U . . ·t d mve r-
s1 Y ~n a former president of the 
Amer1.c~n . Baptist Convention, died 
from mJunes he received when he was 
s truck by an automobile on Thursday 
December 26. He had gone out to maii 
some leUcrs when he accidentally 
stepped m front of a car and suffered 
a br.oken hip, broken arm, and broken 
pelvis. He died of shock. 

Dr. Latourette had a long and dis
tinguished career as a church his
to~ia.n with special emphasis on the 
~ss1o~ary aspects of church work 
m Asia. He is t he a uthor of ma 
b.ooks, one of which is a compreher;;., 
s1ve seven-volume work entitled "TI 
History of the Expansion of Ch:. t' ie 
ity." us 1a n-

A native of Oregon Cit 
Latourette received his YB ~reg., Dr. 
at Linfield College in .. . de~ree 
Oreg., in 1904 ti McMmnv11l.e, 
1906 M A 

. ' le B.A. degree 111 
' . . m 1907, and Ph D . 

the latter three from Ya! · · .m 1~09, 
He a lso received , e Umvers1ty. 
grees. m ctny honorary de-
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Should I Go to This Conference? 
You will be invited and encouraged to attend various conference 

and association meetings during the next several months. As you con
template the t ime, energy, and cost of such conferences, you may have 
difficulty giving affirmative answers to the questions, "Should I go to 
this conference?" "Why should I go?" "What are the values of this 
conference anyway?" With so many appeals for our time and money, 
we need good reasons on which to base our decisions about how we 
spend our time and money. 

The following are some values and benefits that may be gained 
at a conference: 
(1) It provides an opportunity for meeting other Christians and ac

cepting one another frankly, honestly, without pretense and show
ing genuine love and concern for one another. 

(2) The sharing of information and study of a particular subject 
nurtures growth in Christian character. 

(3) The interaction of conferees, speakers and leaders may help to 
gain a much clearer understanding of Christian responsibilities 
today. 

( 4) A person may discover his Christian calling at such a conference. 
Many have made commitments to Christian vocations at a con
fer ence. 

(5) The church conference may bring a new awareness of God's pres
ence in all of life and a new understanding of the church of J esus 
Christ as a powerful, historical, worldwide movement that seeks 
to witness in every corne1· of the globe. If we limit our involvement 
to one local church we may have a very narrow outlook on the 
work of the church universal. 

(6) It may be an excellent laboratory experience in Christian unity. 
(7) The opportunity for enrichment t hrough fellowship, worship, 

r ecreation and inspiration are unlimited. 

However, the above suggested values of a conference will be possi
ble only when a conference is adequately planned and administered. 
The elected officers and leaders of confer ences and associations assume 
ver y awesome r esponsibilities. Every conference should have its own 
specifically defined purpose and goals in accord with t he needs and 
concerns of the participants. Special speakers anc~ r esour ce persons 
should be carefully selected and clearly informed (m sufficient time) 
as to their task on the program. During a conference, opportunity 
should always be provided for every delegate to participate and 
respond in faith and Jove . 

Pastors have often said, "We have found that both youth and adults 
come back from a conference with a deeper sense of commitment to the 
mission and work of the church of Jesus Christ." This will probably 
be your experience if you decide to go to that conference that has been 
planned for you. The writer of Hebrews also encourages you to go by 
saying, "And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 
good works : not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is ... " (Hebrews 10 :24 and 25 ) .-JB 
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Conferees will find boating, 
tennis, shuffleboard, table tennis 
and one of the best and most 
challenging 18 hole golf courses in 
the mid-West. There are fragrant 
woods to tramp through, 
and the fish bite well. 

"Things can happen'' 
As you drive through the tall 

gateway into 1,100 acres of woods 
and open green spaces, 

you feel "a long ways away 
from the everything else." 

COME TO 

One of the largest and most 
beautiful conference centers in 
America, its 1000 acres border 
on 21/2 miles of sparkling 
lakefront. 

Guests will find pleasant 
accommodations at reasonable 
rates. Tasty meals, served family 
or buffet style, are included. 

WISCONSIN 

REGISTRATIO N 

NAB FAMILY CONFERENCE, JULY 12-19, 1969 

Registration forms a re 
being sent to a contact 
person in your church. 
There is a $2.00 registra
tion fee per person or 
$5.00 per family in a ddi
tion t o the lodging and 
meal costs. (See next 
page for lodging and 
meal rat es.) Theme: Communicating Christ to Modern Man 

Deautiful surroundings and 
complete facil ities are the some
times subtle, often obvious 
elements which make up a 
conference experience. 

If you've never "lived" at Green 
Lake, don't just carry dull 
pictures in your mind of what a 
national conference cenler is like. 
Green Lake is exciting. 

Ask someone who's been there, 
or-better yet-
see it yourself during 1969. 

BAP1'1ST HEltALD 

THE PROGRAM PROMISES TO BE BETTER THAN EVER! 

• Joint and separate activities for pastors and laymen. 

• Dialogue between NAB Seminary and College faculty members: 
Dr. Roy Seibel and Professor Werner Waitkus; Dr. Bernard Schalm and 

Dr. Gerald Borchert. 
• Inspiring speakers such as Dr. Jack Scott, Dr. Roy Seibel, Dr. Paul Loth. 

• Missionary messages by Rev. Oryn Meinerts and Rev. George Black . 

• Commissioning of new missionaries. 

• Talk-back between lecturers and participants. 

• Discussion of findings of the "Merger Study Committee." 

• Workshops on subjects of deep concern to pastors and laymen. 

• Denominational ministries highlighted and reviewed. 

• Recreation and fellowship on one of the most beautiful lakeside grounds in 

America. 

• Teentivity program for young people entering grades 8 through 12 

• Children's center with handcraft, story telling and hiking tours. 
February 15, 1969 



GREEN LAKE LODGING & 
MEAL RATES 

These LOW AMERICAN PLAN Rates per day- per person- include 
lodging, meals, medical and travel insurance, and use of "over 1,000 
acres" of Assembly grounds and many facilities. 

PER PERSON RATE 

ROOMS WITH CENTRAL BATH 
3 or 4 per 2 per 1 per 

room room room 
Abbey Area 

Shepherds Lodge, William Carey Hall __ $ 7.00 
Oberlin Lodge (private bath) __________ 8.00 

Cottages 
Moore, Parsons (bunk beds) 

Bruce Kinney -------- - - -- ------------
Dormitory (Men only in 21 bed room) __ 

John Clark·e, Morehouse --- ------------

Brayton Case ----- ----- ------- - - - -----

ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATHS 
Cottage 

Sunshine ----- ------ - ----- ----- ----
Houses 

Barbour, Broaddus Jackson 
Kinbrook, Log House -------------

Burton, Laymon --- - ------- - - - - - -- --
Saunder s - - - - - -------- --------- - - - - -Dawson, Delmar, Montgomery __ __ ___ _ 
Robbins, Lawson, Oncken, Stambaugh _ 

ROBBINS Student Center - ---- --- -----
(not available June 20-Sept. 5) 

ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATH 
Convenane - ---- -------- - - - --- - --- --- - 
Roger Williams Inn 

Forest view ----- --- - - - - - ------ - ---
Lake View --------- ------ - --- -------
Corner _____ __ __ _____ -- _ ----- - - - - - - -

HOUSEKEEPING COTTAGES AND CABINS 

6.50 
8.00 

8.00 

6.75 
7.75 
8.50 
8.75 
9.50 

11.25 
12.25 
13.25 

$ 7.75 
8.75 

7.25 
7.50 

8.50 
9.25 

8.50 

7.50 
8.25 
9.00 
9.50 

10.00 
9.75 

9.25 

13.00 
lL!.00 
15.00 

$ 9.25 
10.25 

9.25 
9.50 

10.50 
11.25 

10.50 

9.50 
10.25 
11.00 
11.50 
12.00 
11.75 

11.25 

16.00 
17.00 
18.00 

A limi ted number are available {for L! , 6, 8 persons) at $10.00 (cen
t ral bath) to $18.00 (private bath) per unit, per day, wi th blankets, 
linens, and kitchen equipment . (Meals may be t aken at the Inn at cost 
up to $4.00 per day) . 

TRAILER COURT 
For mobile homes and tr avel trailers $2.25 per day per t r ailer for 

2 persons, and 75c for each additional adult, and 50c for each child 3 
th rough 11 years, and no charge under 3 years. E lectricity is available 
at each site and a ut ility house provides rest rooms, showers, and 
laundry service. For spaces with sewer and water the rate is $2.75 per 
day. Please specify if sewer connection is needed. 

TENT CAMPING AREA 
For tents and camping trailers $1.75 per day for 2 persons and 

50% per day for each addit ional person. No charge for children under 3. 
Utility house at site with water , showers, lavatories and toilets. Picnic 
table and charcoal brazier at each location . 

CHILDREN'S RA TES 
Ages 3 through 11 years, in room with parents, 'h t he "2 per r oom" 

rate. Under 3, $1.00 per day for bed or crib, no charge for meals. 
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WINNING 
PERSONS 

TO CHRIST 
by Daniel Fuchs 

Sll\IULTANEOUS EVANGELISTI C 
CAMPAIGNS 

0 NE PART of the Crusade 
of the Americas is to involve your 
church in a specia l evangelistic cam
paign durin~ 1969. Simultaneous evan 
gelistic campaigns have been planned 
for March throug h May, 1969. Some 
ch urches will participate in t he fall, 
September through October , 1969. 
Neighboring pastors a re being invited 
by local churches to come and help 
:hem as guest evangelis ts. The De
partme nt of Evangelism has been 
ser ving as a clea r ing house for a rrang
ing t hese campaigns. 

Six or eight weeks before your spe
cial evangelis t ic campaign, organize 
area prayer services in which mem
bers of various areas will assemble 
in homes for prayer. Give each hostess 
a lis t of a ll membe rs living in her 
a rea (include address and te lephone 
number ). a nd make her responsible 
for con tacting t hem. The deacons and 
other capable members can be made 
responsible for conducting these 
weekly cottage prayer services. 

When you plan your evangelistic 
crusade, plan to include witncssing 
visitation training for your church. 
I n your tra ining, provide time for 
c:c tion- for t he people who are com
m itted actua lly to go out and witness 
through visitation. Divide part of your 
evangelistic crusade into witness
t ra ining-action and t he other par t into 
public services. 

For s ix consecutive Wednesday 
nights you m ight use two study papers 
provided by the Departme nt of Evan
ge lism : "Guidelines for a Witness
Tra ining-Action Class" and "Guide
lines for a Class in Persona l Follow
up." Each of these papers is ava ilable 
through our Roger Williams Book 
Store for five cents per copy. 

Involve your church in a special 
\veel< of pe rsona l vis itation evangel
ism. Especially emphasize decision 
call ing during this week using a ll who 
have committed t hemselves to visita
tion-witnessing to visit prospects your 
church has bee n cultivating and who 
should make a decision for Christ. 
Close your decision call ing week with 
a decis ion Sunday. If t he pr oper prep
a ra tion has been made, and if your 
decision ca ller s have served fa ithfully, 
you may expect a great response to 
the invita tion on Sunday following the 
week of decision calling. 

BAPTI ST HERALD 

RELIGION IN REVIEW 
1968 -Hope and Anti -Hope 

by Norman B. Rohrer 

N OT E VEN God can chan~e 
the pas t so t he record of 1968 will 
s tand fo;evcr as men Jived it in noble 
or ignoble pursuits. 

Every clay an average of 324,000 
human babies entered the world and 
J0,000 persons starved to deatl.1. or 
died of m a lnut1;tion. In addition, 
123,000 per sons died for other reasons, 
leav ing a net ga in of about 190,000 per 
day. 

1 Vi's In their agony over Pope Pau . 
encyclica l H umanae Vitae banning 
birth control (r a ted by the secula~ 
press as t he top religious story 0 

t he year ) , some Roman Catholi~s were 
asking if the P ont iff should retire. 

The dominan t mood of most ghet to 
·1 nger youth was tr agic a pathy, wh1 e a 

and violence prevailed among the '??re 
pr ivileged in colleges and univer~1t 1e.s . 

The cos t of living r ose steadily .m 
1968 but Americans we re voluntar~Jy 
contribut ing more than ever to cha rit 
a ble enterpr ises. Citizens of t he U. ~· 
spen t $130 million for mission~ry wo~~ 
but $30 billion on gambhng, ~ 
billion on crime, $9 bi ll ion on . l.iq
uor, $5 billion on tobacco, S3 b1 l110n 
on house pets and !i)175 million on cl~g 
food. T he $100 million spent on comic 
books was four t imes the annual budget 
of a ll public libr a r ies in the ~· .. s. 1_ 

T he cry of "collective guilt ~o 
lowed the crack of the assassin's nfle 
that killed Martin Luther King Jr. 
Three months later a fresh grave en
closed lhc body of U. S. Senator Rob
ert F . Kennedy while a shocked na-
1 ion mourned fur ther violence an~ ~ 
swarthy, ex-S unday school J ordania 
pupil was brought to trial for the 
shooting. 

Communities of Amish left . f~r 
Pa~·aguay, objecting to t he nations 
strident anti-religious sent iment · . · · 
its waging of a "morally indefensible 
wa r in Vietn am" and the popu
la rizing of r espect. f~r· sexual freedom 
as a fundamen tal civil liber ty. 

Pollsters discover ed that 97 per 
ce nt of l~e American people atteste,d 
to~ a belief in God, but Maryland s 
240-year-old law aga inst blasphemY 
was cha llenged in court. . . . TV fare 
" '.as domina ted by ugliness, noise and 
~: 1olencc .. . rampant gonorrhea raced 

C:>Ut of control" .. . and wife-swap
ping became a na t ional scandal. 

But me n o r good will were busy 
too, se.ttling 189,381 Cuban refugees, 
s truggling wi th t he mora l questions of 
~ranspl::mting human organs, gathe1:
mg 1,200 strong to pray w ith P rcs1-
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den t Johnson, and breaking into TV 
with warnings about hea lth hazar ds in 
cigarette smoking . The na tion e lected 
a Quaker President and an Episco
palian Vice President. 

CHURCHES MERGED, marched and 
mingled in ecumenica l accord in 1968 
and a "theology of hope" was seen to 
be winning over the "God is dead" 
doctrine. The Methodist and Evangel
ical United Brethren Churches merged 
to form The United Methodist Church, 
largest of the na tion's religious .de
nominations. The Wesleyan Methodists 
united with the P ilgrim Holiness 
Church to form The Wesleyan Church 
and then set about to woo the Free 
Methodists. 

The associate director of the In
s titute for Advanced P astoral Studies 
declared tha t America has reached 
the encl of its preaching era and 
charged tha t a communicat ion crisis 
exists in the Chris tian church. Cland
estine worship among "float ing" Rom
an Catholic parishes celebrated un
authorized Mass in living r oom sanctu
ar ies. Unde rpaid clergymen were 
termed a " nat iona l disgrace" but 
famed a theist Madalyn Murray O'Hair 
angrily denounced tax-exempt church
es for h iding their wealth. 

Ghetto banks received large a 
mounts of church money, min is ters 
took to the stree ts in support or a 
variety of social causes and a Negro 
was cast in the role of Messiah in a 
large-sca le drama tic production in At
lanta but polls ters still repor ted find
ing heavy racial bias among whi te 
Gent ile church people. The director of 
the Office of Economic Oppor tunity 
~·aid the U. S. cannot win the war on 
poverty withou t the help of church 
people. "The Old Rugged Cross" was 
found again to be the favorite hymn 
of most U. S . and Canadian believers. 

MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE flour
ished despite the deade ning influence 
of a ffluence, reaching out to earth's 
r emotest regions through God's m in
is ters 0f reconcilia t ion. The yea r be
gan with 9,200 earnest s t udents a t the 
IVCF-sponsorcd 8th tri-ennial Mission
a ry Conven tion bowed in prc_i.yer .at 
communion. Veteran m1ss1onan es 
pushed beyond civilized a reas to con 
tact down-river Aucas. They minister
ed to Olympic a .th lete.s in Gr~noble, 
France, and Mex ico Ci ty and m the 
ghet toes of urban jung les. Six died in 
one clay at the hands or Viet Cong 
while others by other angry men or in 
accidents. 

R adio penetrated lands where mis
sionary presence is forbidde n, reach
ing t he antennas of an estimated 
540,000,000 receivers throughout the 
world. 

Church growth expert Dr . Don ald 
McGavran declared at the annual 
Seminar on Church Growth in Winona 
Lake, Indiana, tha t t he world has 
"more winna ble people t han ever be
fore," but a young P r otestan t t heolo
gian in Maine stated t hat "the shock
ing fact of religion today is t hat the 
world is not going to be saved for 
Chris tianity." P.~ t he beginning of this 
century, he said, one-t hird of t he 
world was Christian. By the t ime the 
year 2,000 arrives, less than 22 per 
cent will be Christian. 

Communists contended that ther e 
is really no contradiction between the 
a ims of Christianity and "real social
ism," and inaugurated in P rague t he 
growing phenomenon of dialogue with 
Christians. 

T he Church lost this yea r such 
stnlwar ts as Cha rles E . F uller , min
ister for 43 years on the "Old F ashion
ed Re·; iva l Hour" broadcast; Dan iel 
A. Poling of Chris t ian Herald mag~.
zinc a nd Christian Herald Charities; 
Joe Blinco, former Methodist minister 
of England, 11 years an associate of 
Billy Graham, and dir ector of t he 
F orest Home Chr istian Conference 
Center in California ; theologians E d
ward J . Young of Westminister T heo
logical Seminar y and Alva J . McClain, 
founder of Grace T heological Semi
nary ; Bob J ones Sr., founder of Bob 
Jones University and "one of t he last 
of t he old-time evangelists" ; Victory 
Cory, founder of Scripture Press ; and 
F ranklin Clark Fry, president of t h e 
Lutheran Church in America. 

PUBLISHING VENTURES of t he 
Ch urch were crimped by a Jan uary 7 
i;ostal hike in bulk m ail costs but t he 
leaden soldiers of the printing pr ess 
maTchcd on. The American Bible So
ciety placed its 50 millionth copy 
of the Scriptures with men and wom
C'n of the Armed F orces. More thc:.n 
100,000 pieces of gospel literature 
were distributed in 15 languages at 
the Olympic meets on t wo continen ts. 
Records were published to show that 
one complete book of the B ible at 
least, has now been published in i 326 
:anguages and dialects around ·the 
globe Cooperative efforts among 1;) 
ol'ganizations engaged in printing 
pub~ ish ing and distributing of t he Holy 
Scnpturcs and related material were 
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hammered out in an informal Chicago 
meeting sponsored by t he new Evan
gelical Fellowship of Scripture Dis
tr ibut ors. The first chapter of Evan
gelical P ress in Colleges (EPIC), 
sponsored join tly by Evangelical Lit
erature Overseas and the Evangel ical 
Press Association, was organized on 
the campus of Wheaton College. The 
Salva tion Army celebrated 100 years 
of evangelism through the printed 
word and President Lyndon J ohnson 
named three clergymen to serve on 
an 18-member commission on obsceni
ty and pornography. 

SCHOOLS THRIVED in most 
places, despite the lengthy and dis
honorable New York teachers' s trike 
and soaring costs of education . New 
York eliminated the Blaine Amend
ment banning government a id to sec
tarian schools while t he Supreme Court 
let s tand a 1965 New York law re
quiring public school systems to lend 
textbooks to s tudents in pr ivate and 
parochial schools. 

Legislation was passed unanimously 
by t he Pennsylvania State Senate 
authorizing public schools in the Com
monwealth to have a period of silent 
prayer or medita t ion before t he be
ginning of the school day. 

Baccalaureate services were ruled 
unconstitutiona l in Minnesota if spon
sored by public schools. 

According to a Louis Harris Survey 
in mid-summer , 78 per cent of the 
American people feel t hat t he U. S. 
Supreme Court was wrong in ban
ning prayer from public schools. 

SCIENCE strode with giant steps 
across the span of 1968. A new system 
of record keeping called "electro
optics" succeeded in reducing le tters 
as much as one million t imes so that 
t hey must be r ead t hrough a high
powered microscope. This marriage of 
electricity and opt ics reduced the en
tire K ing J ames Version of the Bible 
to a slip of plastic one and one-quarter 
inches square. 

A sun cooker for t he disadvantaged 
nations delivered 558 watts of power 
and could bring four pints of water to 
a boil in 22 minutes. It was marke ted 
for $10 and was guaranteed to las t 
a decade. 

There were more than 100 hea rt 
transplants, but slightly fewer than 
half the number of pa t ients sur vived. 
From Moscow came the cha rge t hat 
the organ transplants by Western doc
tors t hreatened indigents who could 
be murdered and their vit al organs 
sold. 

YOUTH REVOLT in 1968 was 
viewed as a s truggle to overcome a 
lack of g uidelines and shape a better 
purpose than because of a disregard 
for guidelines already laid down. 
Despite t he bad press of a small per
centage, collegians turned out in great 
numbers to work for t heir chosen 
Presidential candidate. Teens contact 
ed by Gilber t Youth Research repor t
edly rated the Bible as the most 
popular book. But in Vie tnam, a chap-
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God's Volunteers Team II Reports 
by Joyce Giedt 

Greetings from the God's Volunteers 
Team II ! After r eturning from the 
Chris tmas holidays, a ll of us were 
again eager to continue with this won
derful oppor tunity of service. 

Tr uely, this is a wonderful and ex
citing opportunity of ser vice for us. 
Before the Christmas holidays, all of 
our campaigns (with t he exception of 
the St. P aul campaign ) were in Can
ada. We had some very excellent cam
paigns. In fact, while in the York ton, 
Saskatchewan chur ch t here were 97 
young people in attendance at the 
fi rs t instruct ion session d uring our 
Youth Outreach Weekend! 

We have fou nd tha t a lmost every
one has been willing to help us in our 
vis ita tion effor ts. We are encour aged 
to hear t ha t several of the churches 
are continuing their visita t ion effor ts . 

la in among bombarded Marines at Khe 
Sanh said he did indeed find a theists 
in foxholes even during the heavies t 
shelling. 

For the people of God, t he year 
1968 made the world a li ttle bigger 
in t erms of oppor tunities for service. 
High speed prin ting presses, fas ter 
jets, better communica tions media, 
more refined medical procedures- a ll 
offer ed grea ter means for bagging t he 
res tless g lobe. The third mee ting of 
evangelica l leaders a t t he Key Bridge 
Motel near Washington, D. C. brought 
American t heological conservatives 
closer to spiri tua l and operational 
unity as t hey selected Newark, N . J. 
for coopera t ive e fforts in evangelism. 

Among the large quest ions of t he 
hour came another in t he miniature 
world of Peanuts as Cartoonis t Char
les Schulz introduced F ranklin , t he 
strip's first Negro character. Linus 
needs his security blanket ; Snoopy is 
the Walter Mitty of dogdom; Charlie 
Brown is s till t he patient loser. But 

Na tura lly, we were a ll ha ppy to 
re turn to "the S tates" again. How
ever, to find leaves on the trees and 
such high temperatures during t h is 
t ime of the year is a new experience 
for all of us. Our after Christmas tour 
includes Louisiana, Texas, Ok lahom a, 
and southern California. 

Although, we have n ot seen many 
visible results, we defin itely have ex
perienced t he Holy Spirit a t work in 
a ll of our lives. One fact which has 
rea lly been shown to t he whole team 
during t his tour is the fac t that we 
can do no thing of ourselves. Only 
through the power of prayer are we 
a ble to accomplish anything. So, we'd 
like to cha llenge you once aga in wi th 
our t heme verse-"Withal praying al
so for us, tha t God would open unto 
us a door of utterance, to speak the 
mystery of Christ. . . ." ! ! 

will F ranklin be a believable hum an 
being who has some evident personal 
fa ilings? Or will he be the perfect 
li ttle black man . Will he be a char
ac ter who is more than black, whose 
weaknesses a re both evident and be
lievable? 

But now his tory has again t ri
umphed over t ime and the san ds of 
another year have a ll run t hrough the 
glass. Let us learn from th e lessons 
of 1968 a t the close of t he sixties and 
pray in hope a t the doorway of a 
new decade. 

Norman B. R ohr er is the D irector 
of the Evangeli.cal Pr ess N ews Ser vice. 
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SALARIES AND THE MINISTERIAL CRISIS 
by Gerald L. Borchert 

THE SALARY situa tion in 
the North American Baptis t Gen
era l Con ference is urgently in need 
of review . It seems that few 
a re actua lly anxious to do m~re 
than briefly look a t the ir nun
ister's sala ry . The analysis of . the 
Pay s::ale in most cases has little 
refere nce to t he average incom~ ~f 
Professional workers, especia lly is it 
true when years of educa t ion are c?n
sidcred. Moreover with the soaring 
cos t-of-liv i ng-inde~ m any minis ters 
a re actua lly t aking a loss in ~aJar~ 
from yea r to year , to say nothing 0 

the fac t tha t pension plans for manY 
~ninisters are sorely inad~quate. An~ 
If the situation is bad in ma ny 0 

our churches in the United Sta~es, 
it is worse in many of our Canadian 
chur ches. 

To s ta te the situation in such a 
manner may seem to some of our 
constituency unnecessarily bold, buJ 
u few factors may help us un~erstan 
th~ intensity of the problem. ~irst: .t~: 
Write r did not volunteer t his artic f 
- he was pressed by a number .0 r 
People to write it Throughout ?u 
denomination ther~ is a growi~g 
ground swell of concern re la ted 0 

minister ial finance and to presupp~s~ 
that such a concer n does not ex~s 
Would be very unwise when some e
nomina tions a re press ing for a 
minimum salary scale of betwee~ 
$7500 and $8000. The very low ave~; 
age salary of t he churches of 0 

confer ence needs to be strongly con
gidered. Second the writer has t rav
eled from coas't to coast in our de
nomina tion and he can sincerely saY 
that many of ou r pastor 's problei:-1~ 
are either directly or indirec.tlY r e_ 
lated to financial anxieties. Third, be 
c . : · g from ause our society is changm de-
r ural to urban (and even our b 
nomina tion has now more ur a_n 
churches t han rura l) t he church 1~ 
confr ont ing a sociological change ? 
immense propartions. Our culture 1~ 
money-oriented and the importance 

1
fy 

What a man has t o say is norma . 
~onsidered to be directly related to ~~~ 
income. Now the church has n.ot of 
cepted th is third poin t as bei_ng ·t 
strategic importance- and certa~nlY 1 

should not be considered pnma.r~ 
Nevertheless the money-orienta~IO 
has become ' so deeply ingrained into 
o o~n . Ur culture t hat t he layman the 
Judges h is minis ter's worth by f
s~l.ary. T h is matter m igh t no~ be . ~u i t 
f1c1ently s ignifi cant to mention J our 
were not for the fact t ha t a ll ~f t he 
homes are money-oriented an 
child · r homes ren who grow up in ou 't h 
~annot help but equa te money w1 
importance T heir life decis ions ml a.~ 
thus b : e t 1en 

e in jeopardy beca us rch 
Parents m ay not con sider the chu 
and its ministry sufficiently wor thY 
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to pay their ministers fa ir and reason
able living salaries, which t he par
ents themselves would demand from 
their employers. 

The alert has, thus, been sounded 
for us who name the nam~ of J esus 
and a re committed to Christ's wor k 
throuah the North American Bapt ist 
Gener';.1 Conference witness. ~h~ sit.u
at ion is serious bec~use t he ministe.n a l 
drain ·is ci lr eady bewig f~Zt. Denomma
tions which pay more will attract our 
most outstanding ~oung men unless 
they have a non-rat1~nal t~pe of loyal
ty, which we can easily m1~understand 
and of which we can readuy take ad
vantage. Such loyalty few would .ex-

ect in business, but for some m?"st1cal 
~eason it is often demanded m the 
ministry. The Canadian c~urches 
should expect to feel t he ~ram even 
from other churches of ou1 own de
nomination, with the result t hat there 
will be a strong tendency for Can
adians (and please remember t ha t .r 

m a Canadian) to condemn their t s. brothers for skimming off t~e 
c~eam of t heir crop. But the dram 
has begun not only in the ?irection of 
t her churches. The pull 1s to other 0 
-ofessions as well, and the s ta tistics 

p~ the last few years in t his matter 
~o not present a pretty picture for our 
denomina t ion. We may suggest. t ha t 
men who choose o~her professions--: 
whether the profession~ are conn.ectea 
wi th insurance, teaching or s imply 
building ma inten ance- must h ave 
ome psychological problems or must 
~ave s trayed from the spir it of God. 
A few indeed m ay have developed 
some psychologic<i:l proble~s . a fter ten 
or fifteen yea rs m the numstry, but 
t hose problems m~~ not be unrelat~d 
to finance. The numster who has chil
dren who need an ed_ucatio~ or the 

an who is approaching nuddle age 
:iticipating a salary decli~e and loo~
. g at his pension may ser10usly begm 
~n wonder whether he is being fair 
t~ his family or himsel f. 

Now our churches in general can 
take the a ttitude tha t we can always 
'()'~t somebody, even if we hRve t o low
" t he educationa l s tandards and per 
~~ps even appoint non-educa ted peoole 
to serve our churches. And we have 
begun to do this! .The Canad i.ans ~an 
b~ild t heir t heories of nat1onallsm 

uch stronger and seek to prevent a 
;;1.ain by developing provincialism. We 1 

condemn our ministers who find 
can . d . t' Jaces in larger Baot1st enomma 10ns 
p d we can dismiss those who t urn 
~~ t he business world as unfa ithful 
t their r-a ll. but do we not also have 
ao responsibili ty to God for the keep
. g of our pastor s? H ave we been 
}~itl1 ful to our call as t he body o f 
Chr is t in the proper care of her under-
hepherds ? Have we placed the r e
~odeling of our l:>uildin~s 'before oµr 

concern for t he lives of our minister s? 
Our pastors can take a grea t number 
of frustrations in this cr itical era 
if t hey are not a lso asked to t ake 
iipon t hemselves the frustrat ion oi 
f inancial instability. 

I do not believe in a retr eat to a 
poorly educated clergy in this day 
of the knowledge explosion. As a 
Canadian , I cannot accept provincial
ism in t his day of rapid communica
tions. I believe the church is called 
upon to advance. T he t ime has com e 
for the church to accept her respon
sibili t ies in all ar eas of her ministry, 
and this includes the proper paym ents 
of her servants. When her ser van ts are 
properly paid, her servants can be 
freed from t he penny-pinching which 
chokes creative attitudes. 

In con clusion, let m e add a few 
words of advice . Although I h ave en
countered some ministers who would 
seek to grow r ich on their parishion
ers, they are few. Most are sil1cer ely 
seeking t he welfare of their people . 
They n eed encouragment to develop 
wholesome attit udes on finance. They 
need the satisfaction that t heir 
church honestly r eviews the salary 
scale a t least once a year . The m atter 
of adequate financing of a pastor 
should be a growing exper ience of 
trust and con fidence between pastor 
and people, rather t han a t ime of 
anxiety an d tension. My desk is f illed 
wit.h s ta tis t ics on pastor's salar ies. It 
has not been my intention here to 
quote from these list s, but one it em 
is at least worth considering . Many 
churches find it n ecessary dur ing t h e 
t ime of pastoral change to ra ise t he 
sala ry by about 20% before they can 
even t h ink a bout getting anot her man. 
Why could th ese churches not h ave 
considered t hat t heir pastor was 
worthy of this raise? Yes. and even 
more ! It might make a d ifference in 
a t tit udes both for t he pastor's family 
and the church as a whole . A nd m ay 
be the task of r ecr niting young men 
for to11wrrow's ministn1 w ould be 
signi ficantl y improved. W e a re dealin g 
here with a ttitudes; we are concerned 
.,.,·ith God's people. And in t h is concern 
money is importa nt too! It may spell 
the d ifference in t he fu ture of your 
church, your denom ina tion- and the 
kingdom of God. 

D r . Gerald L. Borchert is professor 
of N ew Testament. N or t h Ammican 
Baptist Seminary , Sioux F cills, S. D . 

Editor's note : The Pastoral Placement 
Committee is pr esent ly m aking a sur 
vey of Nort h Amer ican Baptis t Gen
eral Conference pastor s sala r ies. T h e 
results of th~ sur~ey will be publish ed 
in forthcoming issues of t he BAP 
'J;'IST HERALD, 
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God's Grace 

Is Sufficient 

by Mrs. Frank Veninga 

Painting by Carol Steryl 

w HEN PAUL uttered the 
words, "God's grace is sufficient for 
me" he knew from personal experience 
that .this was a proven fact in his life. 
I claim this as a certainty in my life. 
Roon: 410 at Sioux Valley Hospital will 
~emam. very special in my memory for 
1t was m this room that I sensed God's 
presence in a very real way during 
78 days of hospitalization. 

When one ~asses through a long a nd 
un.expected illness many questions 
ari~e. Why did this happen to me in a 
penod of my life which I am enjoying 
so grea.tly? Why? Why? I spen t many 
hours m re-thinking my life. I tried 
to evaluate that which I have done for 
Christ and his cause. In this relation
s~ip. I loo~ed at various periods in my 
llfe m .w~1ch I engaged in some phase 
of Christian service. First, as a student 
at Moody Bible Institute and Wheaton 
Col.lege. I travelled throughout the 
Umted States in the presentat ion of 
s~cred co!1certs in behalf of Moody 
Bible Institute. This led the vocal trio 
to churches, camps and confe rences in 
37 ~tates . Secondly, a s pastor's wife 
ser:-'mg for 17 years in 4 churches. 
Thirdly, a s Director of Christian Edu
ation at the First Christian Church 
Sioux Falls, for close to seven years'. 
and lastly, as wife of the President of 
the Seminary for 9 years . Suddenly I 
was surrounded by a high wall. I could 
not g~ over it, around it , or under
neath it. I had t ime to think. I thought 
much about life, dea th and the here
a fter. Yes, about separation from fami 
ly. It was during these try ing and dif
ficult times that God's grace became 
exceedingly meaningful. 

GOD'S GRACE WAS SUFFICIENT 
1N THAT IT GA VE ME THE PEACE 
THAT PASSES ALL UNDERSTAND
ING. 

Well ordered pla ns were suddenly 
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changed. P ermit me to share a few of 
these. We had to forego attendance at 
the triennial General Conference in De
troit, Michigan. A week of fam ily fish
ing in northern Minnesota, to which the 
boys had invited "special" friends, had 
to be cancelled . Our 27th wedding anni
versary observance changed dras tically. 
There was no party, no dinner, nor 
guests. However, Mr. Veninga sent a 
beautiful cake to room 410 with the 
words, "Congratulations on Our Anni
versary." T he medical staff and our 
family enjoyed the delicious cake. In all 
t hese cancellations, difficult as they 
were, there were no tears but simply 
accepting the turn of events a nd draw
ing freely from the wonderful peace 
of God. H ow wonderful it is that we 
as Christians can know the fountain 
of peace! This source of help does not 
come in pills and capsules. 

GOD'S GRACE WAS SUFFICIENT I N 
ACCEPTING THE TRAGEDY OF 
THE HOUR. 

This, to be sure, was not easily done. 
How well I remember discovering that 
I had a stroke. Neither t he medical 
staff nor my family related what had 
happened. I am sure they were wise in 
waiting until the cri t ica l days in in
tens ive care had passed. On my own, 
however, I discovered that my left hand 
and arm could not be moved. My nose 
was itching, (it always itches at the 
wrong t ime!) and I suddenly realized 
that I could not scra tch with my left 
hand. 

The orderly ca me with a wheel chair 
and a nnounced that I was to be taken 
to another floor. Promptly I tried to 
get out of bed and he said, '"Just a 
minu te, you can't walk." With assist
ance I was lifted into t he wheel chair 
and taken to the physical therapy de
partment. Placing a safety belt around 
my wa is t and standing between two 

bars, the t herapist said, "See if you can 
take a step." This I could not do. I 
was taken back to my room and im
mediately I sought to sort things out. 
I could not move my hand. I could not 
walk. I could not scratch my nose. The 
thought occurred, "I am a cripple." It 
was then that I turned to the Lord 
in prayer. I put my faith in action. 
Soon I realized that I was a fortunate 
person in that family and friends in
terceded in prayer. I learned later that 
the conference delegates stopped to 
pray. The Sioux F alls churches prayed. 
The Seminary fam ily prayed. There is 
great power in prayer! 

Not only did I experience God's grace 
but my family did likewise. We had 
big plans for the year ahead. Mr. Ven
inga was look ing forward to the open
ing of another school year. Bob was 
returning to the University of Minne
sota to begin a doctoral program and 
to teach a light schedule. Jim was 
looking foward to his final year at 
H arvard Divinity School, looking for
ward to rece iving t he Master of The
ological S t udies degree. Joyce was ex
cited about her second year a t S ioux 
F alls College. Everyone managed to get 
to his respective school. 

GOD'S GRACE WAS SUFFICIENT TO 
ICEEP ME FROM SELF-PITY. 

I could easily ha ve succumbed. Bu t 
day by day there was strength and a 
deep sense of appreciation for the in
di~iduals who were doing thei r best to 
bring about recovery. The members of 
t he medical staff were most helpful. 
Being hospitalized for 78 days I h ad 
occasion to observe r ather carefully 
I am deeply indebted to my doctors. 
nurses, a nd t hera pis ts . I have never met 
a more ded~cate? s ta ff. They treated 
me as a n md1v1dua l with individual 
needs. They kept me from self-pity. 

( Continued on page 24) 
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1 Gary Miller, chairman and Rev. Henry Ramus, Director of Children's Ministry. 
The Genera l Christian Education Committee. 

Annual Christian Education Committee Meeting Report 

The General Christian E duca tion 
Committee met for its annual business 
and program planning m eetings at 
the Forest Park Office on December 
4-6, 1968. The Committee is com
prised of the secretary and youth rep
resent a t ive from each local conference. 
Miss Sharon Samson of Warren, 
Michigan, and Mrs. Clarence Wal th 
of Chica go, Illinois, our Children's 
Minis t ry specialists, served as mem
bers-at-large. Rev. G. K. Zimmerma n, 
Executi\·e Secretary, having served 
for ma ny years as General Secre tary 
and Director of Adul t Minist ry, was 
a most welcome ex-officio member as 
he cont ributed to the meetings from 
his wealth of experience. Miss Dorothy 
P r itzkau, Edi tor of Christian Educa
t ion Literature of the Roger Williams 
Press, a lso se rved as an ex-officio 
member. 

During our meetings, which began 
at 1 :00 p.m. Wednesda y and ended 
promptly at 6 :00 p.m . Friday, there 
was a time of sharing bless ings, ideas, 
and some of the needs of the local 
conference. The Central Conference 
report was of particular interest, as 
Rev. Ray Niederer , Cleveland, Ohio, 
reported on the camping organization 
that was followed for the summer 
of 1968. It was repor ted t hat the 
camping program is in a s ta te of t ran 
s ition. For t he pas t severa l years, the 
Cleveland a rea churches have been 
joining together with some churches 
from t he Eas tern Conference to form 
the "Tri-Sta te Camp." The remain ing 
churches of the Cent ral Conference 
had , un t il th is past summe r, been 
joining together to cond uct three age 
group camps. However, th is past sum
mer t he Detroit area churches decided 

Children's Ministry Committee. 

by Mrs. J olm Emr 

t o join togethe r with the Ba ptist Gen
era l Conference churches of Michigan 
in their camping program. As a result 
of t his , the Central Conference Camp 
Commit tee recommended that t he 
Conference churches of each area 
(Detroit a nd Chicago) set up their 
own committee t o handle the program, 
promot ion and financing of their own 
summer camps for t he summer 1968. 
The Detroi t a rea churches wen t a hea d 
and joined with t he General Confer
ence Baptist churches at their camp
g round at Tustin, Michigan. The Ch i
cago area churches, after pursing vari
ous poss ibilities, proceeded t o join 
w ith the Baptist General Conference 
churches in their area. 

The arra ngemen ts in both areas 
were not en tirely satisfactory and at 
t he presen t time t he Centra l Con
fe rence Camp Committee is contact 
ing the churches t o determine if t hey 
are sa tis fied with the area ar r ange
ments or if they would like to go back 
to a unified camping program. 

The Da kota Confer ence Christian 
Education Committee a ccomplish
ments were a real source of encour
agement. Under the leadership of Rev. 
Lorimer Potr atz as secretary, t he 
committee is continuing t o give strong 
leader ship to the program of Confer
ence Christia n Education workshops. 
Each year a t eam of approxi mately 
four travels over 1,000 mi les hold ing 
four regiona l workers' conferences. 
The t heme of t he las t conference was 
"Know Your P upil" which proved to 
be a successful, well-received confer
ence . 

A concern for our minist ry to the 
college a ge students was discussed, 
as it is realized that t he few a ppointed 

Youth Ministry Committee. 

Campus Ch aplains have an insur
m ountable t ask, leading to frustration 
in trying to minister to our many 
s tuden ts. A number of ideas were set 
forth to strengthen the Campus Min
istry, among these being the decisions 
to call upon our ministers to volun
teer to serve t he students in t heir 
a rea a nd to encourage the churches 
to undergird this ministry with their 
active participation. A kit of ideas 
w ill be prepared to guide churches and 
pastors in strengthening their min
istry to their studen ts, both at home 
and t hose who are away. 

A Christ ian Education Consultant 
service was in troduced to the Com
m ittee a nd approved for im plementa
tion. T his program is designed to 
strengt hen and extend the service to 
t he local churches on behalf of t he 
Departmen t of Christian Educat ion. 
Qual ified laymen and ministers will 
be selected to be available to assist 
churches in t heir program of educa
t ion. These consultants may be called 
upon t o ass ist in curriculum presenta
tions, Chris t ia n education program 
evaluations, leadership ed u cation 
courses, and special workshops geared 
t o specific needs. The local churches 
r equesting t he services of a consult
ant w ill be e:iqJected to provide room 
a nd board, a reasonable honorarium 
and t ravel expenses. 

P lans for t he NAB Youth Congress 
to be held at Green Lake, W isconsin, 
August 23-30, 1969, were shared with 
t he Committee and approved. The 
program pla1ming committee for t he 
congress, consisting of Rev. Bruce 
R ich. Director. Mr . D ouglas Woyke, 
Rev. Paul Meister, and Rev. Mervin 

(Continued on page 14) 
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REGISTRATION 

Registration cards will be made 
available to your churches in 
April. The cost per person for 
the Congress will be $60. A 
deposit of $10 will be required 
with each registration. Young 
people entering grade 11 through 
age 25 may register for the Congress. 

RECREATION 

Swimming, in the pool or lake 
Boating and boat excursions 
Baseball and basketball 
Volleyball and tennis 
Golf and shuffleboard 
Hiking 

COME TO WlSCONSIN 

NAB YOUTH CONGRESS, AUGUST 23 -30, 1969 
Theme: What Do You Want With Me, Jesus? 

DAILY THEMES 

What Is Commitment, Jesus? 
How Will You Help Me, Jesus? 
What Is My Message Jesus? 
Where Is My Mission, Jesus? 
This is My Mission Jesus? 
How Can I Share My Faith, Jesus? 

) 
l 

FEATURES 

Dramatic Presentation 
Hillside Communion Service 
Small Discussion Groups 
Free Speech Dialogues 
Roll Call of States and Provinces 
Full Length Film 
Choir and Special musical groups 

(Place on church bulletin board) 



CHRISTIAN ED. CO. REPORT 
(Continued from page 11) 

Kramer, have planned a spiritually 
challenging a nd fun-packed week. 

Following the Thursday evening ses
sions of the committee, a fe llowship 
time was planned by the s taff. All 
the members are grateful for the 
warm hospitality extended to us. R ev. 
Gary Miller , our capable chairman, 
gave special recognition to Rev. G. K. 
Zimmerman for the thirteen years of 
leadership he gave to the Christian 
Education Department and asked 
God's blessing on his new position as 
Executive Secretary. Appreciation for 
the work done by Rev. Bruce Rich as 
our new General Secretary and Di
rector of Youth Ministry was also 
expressed. Rev. Henry Ramus was 
welcomed to the staff as Director of 
Children's Ministry, and Rev. Milton 
Zeeb, who will begin work in J une as 
Assistant General Secretary and Di
rector of Adult Ministry, was also 
present and welcomed. Recognition 
was also given to Mrs. Wayne Pyle. 
who had served the Department of 
Christian Education for t he past nine 
years as secretary, and to Mrs. George 
Walker, who has now assumed this 
position. During this evening, Rev. 
Gary Miller also made a slide and tape 
presentation, which he had prepared, 
depicting the creation story from Gen
esis. A time of singing and delicious 
refreshments, graciously served by the 
staff ladies, were enjoyed by all. 

I am thankful for the opportunity 
t:o have served on the Christian Edu
cation Committee a nd to become bet
ter acquainted with this work a nd our 
dedicated and resourceful people serv
ing the Lord at F orest Park Head
quarters. 

Mrs. John Emr is the A tlantic Con
ference Youth Representative, Palis
ade, N. J. 

CHOOSING AND CASTING 
(ConMnued from pcige 15) 

Well illt;strated. 
Home-Built L ighting Equiprnent for 

the Sm<tll St<ige by Theadore F uchs. 
Working drawings for the amateur 
stage electrician ; accurate and concise. 

Acting Out the T ruth by Sarah 
Walton Miller. Twenty-t hree dramatic 
features for worship written for pro
duction by adults or teenagers. The 
material is divided in to six categories: 
missionary, patriotic, Easter, Christ
mas, Bible teaching, and general. 
Each feature varies in length from a 
m!nutc to t hirty minutes and requires 
simnlc ::;c>tting a nd lighting. 

These 1:vmuals may be ordered from 
Ruger Will i<.i!:TIS Press, 7308 Madison 
Street, F orest Park, Illinois, 60130. 

From CHURCH RECREATION , 
copyright by the Swnday School Boctrd 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Used by permission. 
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An Open Letter 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

We like to take this opportuni ty 
of expressing our thanks to all of 
our oversea friends. Thank you so very 
much for your encouraging letters 
and prayers, especially at the time 
of crisis when Nobuko was seriously 
ill. We thank God for all of you . We 
are not able to write letters in re
sponse to your le tters at tha t time, 
and we must beg your pardon for t his. 
Nobuko has recovered well and can 
take up a ll of her daily responsibili
ties at home. She still sees dreams 
of her li fe in America but not as 
often as she did las t year. But I hear 
in the morning, "Honey, I me t so and 
so. . . ." She is certainly called to 
be a pastor's wife , for she travels 
wherever she wants without a ny ex
pense. For myself I have to wa it 
until some of you may come to J apa n 
for t he Baptist World Congress which 
will be he ld in Tokyo in 1970 at the 
time of the World F a ir in Osaka, 
J a pa n. We hope some of you are al
ready pla nning for coming to J apan 
at that time. 

Our little son is no longer a little 
son. Makoto has grown up bringing 
us a lot of joy a nd troubles. He loves 
to ride on a tricycle a nd Dad's litt le 
car. With the label on his back, 
"Made in USA." He loves to eat 
Western food more t han Japanese 
food. So even now he is getting to be 
an expensive boy. By t he end of this 
month he will be jus t two and one 
half years old. He has no friends to 
play with a round here and so becomes 

quite independent. Sometimes we are 
surprised to see "the declaration of 
independence on his face refusing all 
in terventions on our part . He listens 
to his father but not to his mother. 
Sad to say, Nobuko is already pulled 
down from t he authority of her 
throne. Last July and August he was 
separa ted from his parents for over 
for ty days. When he came back from 
my pa rents he had forgotten his par
en ts. Of course it was for a short 
t ime only. 

I have enjoyed the work God has 
en trusted to us. Often I cannot meet 
up to t he demands of pastoral m in
istry, but He has blessed our work. 
God is adding people to the church 
a nd the chur ch is growing steadily. 
It is a t hri ll to see people grow into 
Chris t a nd we often marvel at God's 
mighty work. This year we started 
t he layman's Bible School. Four sub
jects are offered: Christian Doctrine, 
Christian Life, Survey of the Bible, 
and Greek. The first two a re taught 
by M1ss Florence Miller who comes 
to teach from Osaka, wh ile the last 
two by me. The attenda nce is high 
a nd we are encouraged to foster t his 
means of helping people to mature 
in tellectually a nd spiritually. I also 
enjoy teach ing at Osaka Biblica l 
Seminary once a week. God has been 
good and merciful to us. May you 
have a meaningful and a Happy New 
Year. 

In Christian Love, 
Rev. and Mrs. H isashi Mura kami, 

Japan 

Rev. and Mrs. His ashi Murakami and their son. Makoto, stand
ing in front of their church in Tsu-shi, Japan. 
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S 0 YOU are d irecting your 
firs t play. It might look like a tre
mendous task, but if you know how 
to go ahout it, your task will become 
a blessing to you and to your church. 
Here are som e pr actical suggestions 
t hat will help you . 

CHOOSI NG THE PLAY 
How do you choose a play? Firs t, 

you should read many plays with 
your church and your people in mind. 
If this is the first play you have ever 
directed, consider your limited ability 
and begin with a simple script. 

Keep in mind t he needs of your 
church as you choose a play. 

You must also be aware of t he 
place in your church where the drama 
is to be presented. P lays of a wor
shipful nature that do not require 
realism and theatrical tra ppings are 
best for the church a udi torium. Plays 
that require scenery and props should 
be done on t he stage in the educa
tiona l building. 

Actually, drama is not limited to. a 
place-you don't need elaborate eqmp
ment, lighting, or even a s tage. All 
you need is an empty space. Some 
of the most exciting, moving dramas 
have been staged without t heatrical 
trappings. A church lawn, a parking 
lot, or a patio offer unlimited pos
sibilities. 

Another factor to be considered is 
the number of people available to 
take par t in t he drama. If you have 
only a few people, you will naturally 
choose a play with a small cast. 

If you have a budget problem, do 
not choose a play that requires a 
large number of elaborate costumes 
or one that calls for m any sets. These 
items can be quite an expense. 

STUDYING THE SCR IPT 
After you have chosen the play, 

your next big job as di rector is to 
a na lyze the script. Your fi rst reading 
should be simply for enjoyment and 
inspiration. The next time you read it, 
use your imagination, visualizing it 
done as a play with live people mov
ing t hrough it. Read t he play as many 
times as it takes you to know the 
plot. A play usually has a basic 
s truggle. This is what makes drama. 
This is especially true of church 
drama. Usually, it is the telling of a 
conflict of man agains t man, or of 
man against the circumstances of life, 
wit h God intervening in some way. 
The message of the play is involved 
in the struggle a nd the resolving of 
it. It is your duty as the director to 
d iscover this message. It must ring 
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Choosing and Casting 
The Church Play 

by Rosalie Robinscn 

loud and true in your mind. The im
parting of this message is your reason 
for doing the play. 

CASTING THE PLAY 
Have open tryouts. Announce the 

time a nd place, the number and ages 
of characters needed, and invite all 
who a re in terested to come and read 
the roles. Don't be disappoin ted if no 
one shows up--especially if drama is 
new in your church. If you can't cast 
your play from tryouts, then you will 
have to go personally to people and 
ask them to consider helping. Do as 
one director did who couldn't find a 
suitable "father" for a play. At the 
Wednesday night fellowship supper, he 
carefully looked over the eaters until 
he spotted his man, munching on a 
fried chicken drumstick. He looked 
tall enough and in every way seemed 
righ t for t he part. When the director 
asked him to consider the part, he 
was so deligh ted that he didn' t finish 
his supper. Since he had no obliga
tion during the meeting to follow, he 
came directly to t he office and read 
the part. He accepted it and later 
stated that participation in the 
drama was one of t he richest spirit
ua l exper iences of his life. 

Don' t be surprised if you have to 
replace people in the cast. You will 
have dropouts! People take on too 
much, are too busy, or are not willing 
to spend time in rehearsals. This can 
be very discouraging to t he d irector . 
But let's face it, it does happen! You 
must find a replacement and carry on. 
Your dependency must be on t he 
Lord. He will guide you, and his 
casting is ahvays the best. 

As soon as you have cast the play, 
start publicizing it. Do not completely 
reveal what it is about. Leave it 
somewhat of a mystery so that the 
curiosity of t he congregation will be 
st irred a nd t hey will want to attend. 

You are now ready to embark on 
the exciting adventure of making a 
play come alive. What a thrill to pray
erfully work with people in creating 
living characters and believable cir 
cumsta nces in such a way that hearts 
are s tirred and lives are changed! 

FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF 
P lay Production by H enning Nelms. 

College Outl ine Series. Twenty-three 
chapte rs on every phase of play pro
duction with excellent illust rations. 

Costiimiilig the B iblical Pkiy by Lucy 
Ba rton. A well-illustrated presentation 
of the designing and making of biblical 
costumes. 

The Technique of Stage Makeup by 
Jack Stuart Knapp. A practical man
ual for the use of theatrical makeup. 

(Continited on page 14) 

Looking for help for your 
Adult Sunday School Class? 

Get the booklet, 
Adult 

Education 
Opportunities-

it's 
much easier to carry. 
-------------------------
For you r free copy, mail this coupon 
to : 

D epa r tm ent of Christiim Education 
North American Ba1>tists 
7308 Mad ison Street 
Fores t P a rk, Illinois 60130 

Sen d ------ ADULT EDUCATION 
OPPORTUNITIES booklet (s ) to : 

Nan1e ---------- -----------------

Address - - -------------- ---------
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THE TEACHING GUIDE 
Date : March 2, 1969 

THE LESSON PLAN 
THEME: JESUS F ORETELLS ms 

SUFFERING 
SCRIPTURE: Mark 8:27-37 

THE CENTRAL THOUGHT. To be 
a Christian means to respond to Chr:s t 
in trust and to follow Him daily. 

INTRODUCTION. The New Testa
ment nowhere lists four steps as "The 
Way of Salvation." Instead they pre
sent J esus as a Person who blocks 
t he road people are traveling. When 
they meet Him face to face t hey must 
make a decision. He asked the rich 
young ruler to sell aII he owned and 
enlist in His service. He challenged 
the Woman at the well to drink of the 
water He provides. In today's passage 
He questioned His followers regard
ing Himself. After He had t heir at
tention He tries to prepare them for 
the radical Discipleship that would 
be required in the days of His tria l 
and crucifixion as well as in the new 
era following His ascension. 

I. WHO IS THIS MAN? Mark 8:27-
30. Jesus captured the interest of His 
followe~·s. by asking a question about 
t he opin ion of their fellow citizens. 
In our day it is less threatenjng to 
others if we turn the conversation 
around to "what do the businessmen 
you work with think about Jesus?" 
How do the average housewives in 
~our bl?ck react when ChristianHy 
is mentioned ? I s Chris t mearungful 
only when they have problems?" If 
w~ followed the exam ple of Jesus in 
this chapter we could then become 
more personal and say, "Well, that's 
ho~ others feel, but what's your re
action? What do you think? Is He 
more than a wise teacher? 

II. ~T DOES THIS MAN DO? 
i'iark 8 .31-33. After dealing with who 
. ~ was, J esus then spoke about the 
JO_ ~e had to do. The key events of 
His life_ were to be His rejection by 
~en, ~1s suffering, and execution be
. ore His return to life. After witness
ing ~bout who J esus is, we can as 
~e t~1d, turn a ttention to His actlons. 

e person feels that Chris t was 
no m,?re tha n a good man, we might 
~~~~?.!"!~~ could He have died for us 

·. . e only way to answer t his 
question is to consult H is Word. The 
~e~~rd says_ t hat in His dying H e was 
~ ransom mstead of" us. (Mark 10 ·45 
literal translation). What kind of P~r
~n coul? . do t hat? Only, the One 
. ho qualified to say to people "your 
~ns are f_orgiven." (Mark 2':5). It 

fould be either stupidity or the raving 
o a madman if H e were not God 
:e m_ust decide whether He was in~ 

ne, ignorant or God. He cannot be 
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merely a good teacher. 
III. HOW DOES HE AFFECT 

YOUR LIFE? Mark 8:34-37. Once we 
agree that Jesus was the only Son 
of the living God we have to deal with 
His relationship to us. How will know
ing this affect our lives ? What does 
He expect of us? It is impossible to 
admit that He is Lord without fac ing 
the practica l consequences. With a 
new aim in life, the individual who 
bows to Chris t will then yearn to 
advance t he work of the Gospel. T his 
requires a surrender of his personal 
ambitions. The t hings he considered 
precious and important must take sec
ond place. The boy's bicycle, the g irl's 
wardrobe, t he father's job and the 
housewife's home must all gladly be 
put under Christ's control. Paradox
icaily, this loss of life, when genwne, 
will fill one's new outlook with 
exuberant zeal and long-term pur
pose and satisfaction. 

Questions for Discussion 
(1) How do you usually turn a con

versation around to witnessing for 
Christ? 

(2) Why couldn't J esus merely be a 
kind, wise teacher? 

(3) What did you lose in your old 
life and gain in your new li fe 
wit h Chris t? 

A TEACHING GUIDE 
Da.te: Marcl1 9, 1969 

THEME: THE MEANING OF 
DISCIPLESHIP 

Scripture: Mark 10:17-31 
THE CENTRAL THOUGHT. J esus' 

followers are disciples . This m eans 
t hat all else is secondary. GOD means 
more than anything else in life, in
cluding material possessions and 
family. 

INTRODUCTION. The setting for 
this lesson is found on the eas t side 
of the Jordan River. Jesus was on His 
way to enter Jerusalem for the last 
time. Previously in chapte r 10 H e 
had an swered the Pharisees ' question 
regarding divorce a nd had blessed the 
little children. According to Mark, 
J esus had just resumed His journey 
when a man ca me dashing up to H im. 

I. DISCIPLESIIlP R E Q U IR E S 
FORFEITING RICHES Mark 10:17-
22. J esus spoke to t he . heart of the 
man's problem. "If I'm so good, will 
You leave your deares t treasure to 
follow after me? Really, you shou ld 
know that you ought not to call m e 
good unless you're ready to give m e 
full allegiance-due to God only. 
You're inconsis tent because you are 
n?t ready to adm it t hat I possess t h at 
kmd of authority." 

How keenly J esus observed the un· 

derlying motives of t his ma n. H e had 
not deserted the treasures of this life. 
God requ ires His ser vants to place 
their most precious possession on the 
a lta r like Abraham was asked to do 
with his son, I saac. This destroys the 
las t remaining barrier between us and 
immedia te fe llowship with God. It pre
vents the good things from becoming 
hindra nces. For the spiritual Christian 
it might be s ing ing, tithing, teaching 
Sunday school, memorizing Bible 
verses, per forming kind deeds to our 
enemies, holding church offices, mak
ing visits for the church. Each of 
these can become the final goal from 
which our deepest satisfaction comes. 
They can be a substitute of personal 
gratification in the place of genuine 
compassion for huma n needs. 

II. IN DISCIPLESHIP THE IM
POSSIBLE BECOMES POSSIBLE. 
Mark 10 :23-27. Chr is t wishes to ex
pla in how extremely difficult it is for 
a rich man to get t o heaven. This is 
obvious by these words, "with men it 
is impossible, but not with God." If 
it were possible for a camel t o crawl 
through the needle's eye this figure 
of speech would not fit Jesus' main 
point. This makes it unlikely t hat J e
sus ha d in mind the "needle" gate in 
the wall of J erusalem. Therefore we 
uncover a great truth. This is 'ma
teria l things gain such a s tra ngiehold 
on human affections t hat it disrupts 
man's opportunity to have fellowship 
with God. But, though it presents such 
a g reat dilemma God can deliver us 
if we seII out to Him. 

III. DISCIPLESHIP MEANS THAT 
GOD COMES BEFORE RELATIVES. 
Mark 10 :28-31. Every believer is 
faced w ith eliminating loved ones and 
cherished objects from first place. 
When each one ma kes his own heart
rending decision he truly becomes a 
convert of Christ. In heaven the pro
mot ions will far outrank t he earthly 
losses. 

Nor can t he final r esults be tabu
lated in t his life. It may be that those 
who now a ppear to offer greatest evi
dence of sacrificial service will be 
j udged to ~e last in t he Kingdom of 
H eaven. This means tha t we will not 
obtain i t merely by seeking for t he 
reward. But we must str ive to do it 
for Christ's sake and t he Gospel's. 

Questions for Discussion 
( 1} Is t here ~ny evidence that t he 

r ich man m t his story was s in
cere? 

(2} How would you end the story in 
ve~·sc 22? Wh~t would you have 
said ~r doi:e m t his r ich ma n's 
place . I s _t~1s c?nsistent with how 
you are l1vmg m this cen t ury? 

(3) Sta te the key lesson or t r uth in 
i:hapter 10, verses 24_27. 

BAPTIST HERALD 

THE GRACE OF GOD by Samuei J 
M ikolaski. Eerdmans - 1966 - $1.65 
(paper) . 

Grace is oilen a vague word used by 
Chr istians to describe some vir tue of 
Goel a n j man but never fully under
stood. The early Christians were so 
comple tely immersed in the practice 
a nd life o f grace t hat they gave little 
attention to discussion or analys:s of 
grace. This would s till be the ideal, 
but knowledge, understa nding a nd in
terpre tation are also necessary. The 
a uthor t ries lo present the doctrine 
in simple terms so that both pastor 
a nd laymen may have a better under
stand ing of the term. 

SIR WILLIAl\I 1\1. RAMSAY, ARCH
AEOLOGIST AND NEW TESTA
MENT SCHOLAR by W. Ward Gas
gue. Baker-1966--$1.50 {paper). 

There are a number of up-to-date 
books on biblical archaeology but t he 
student of the Bible will be fascinated 
by the contribution made by William 
Ramsay in this importan t field. Be
cause of h is orig inali ty and thoroug~
ness he was the first to give us certam 
identification of historical places. His 
contributions to our knowledge of re
ligion in Greece and Asia Minor are 
s till invalua ble. 

HOW TO 1\lAIIB A HABIT OF SUC
CEEDING by Mark R. Douglas. Zon
dervan-1966--$4.95. 

S ince the a uthor is a graduate of 
the Dale Carnegie Speech a nd Sales 
Course this volume m ight be t hought 
of a s a commercia l for the Ca rnegie 
courses which are still advertised to
day. It migh t also serve as an ex ten
sion cour se for those who have al
ready gone t hrough the original Car
negie program. It reads like a fast 
moving pep t alk. Some of it might rub 
off bu t most of it is based on the 
positive-thinking met hod. It woul_d 
have added something to t he book if 
the author h ad given an account _of 
how it worked in t he First Baptist 
Church of Pompano Beach, Florida 
where he is the pastor. 

BAAL OR GOD by Herman J. Otten. 
Leader Publishing Compan y-1965-
$.75 (paper). 

Judging from t he voluminous notes, 
quotes and bibliogr aphy t he author 
must have done a great deal of reading 
and research in order to compile all 
of his material. 

The title is a reference to the con
flict between Fundamentalism and 
Liberalism and every major doctrine 
of the Scriptures is presented with 
the viewpoint from both sides. A num
ber of chapters also include studies on 
the new morality and Communism. 
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by B. C. Schreiber 

OUTLINE STUDIES OF JOB, PRO
VER.BS, ECCLESIASTES AND 
SONG OF SONGS by Roy Clark 
Maddux. Baker- 1966--$1.95. 

Outline co11tent is kept at a mini-
mum. T he a u thor m akes no attempt 
to give theological explanations for 
these books of the Bible. They are 
s imple, practical outlines which must 
be fully developed by the Bible teach
er and pastor . 

300 THOUGHT STIMULATORS F OR 
SERMONS AND ADDRESSES by 
C. B. E avey. Baker-1966--$1.95. 

Unlike sermon outlines, this volume 
seeks only to stimulate and inspire. 
The subject material is alphabetically 
arranged and can be used also for 
illustrative purposes. 

CHAPE L MESSAGES, compiled and 
edited by H. C. Brown and Charles 
P . Johnson. Baker-1966--$2.50. 

Not all speakers have opportunities 
for addressing college and seminary 
chapel congregations. However, after 
some comparison there seems to be 
li ttle dHference in the general type of 
messages used for educational cha pel 
services and Sunday church services. 
Those incorporated in this volume 
were given at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Ministers will 
find t he thought conten t just as a p
propriate for their church services. 

SIMPLE SERMONS F OR SUNDAY 
MORNING by W. Herschel F ord. 
Zondervan-1966-$2.50. 

A well-known Southern Baptist, with 
many years of experience, shares his 
best spiritual insights into God's word 
in t hese messages. Though they are 
referred to as "simple" sermons this 
does not refer to the fact that the 
spiritual life is simple. I n part t hese 
messages also reveal the deep de
rntional life of the a ut hor. 

TflE CHURCH PROCLAIMING AND 
WITNESSING, edited by Erwin L . 
McDonald. Baker-1966-$2.50. 

The messages are the product of 
outstanding m en in the Southern Bap-
1 ist Convention delivered at one of 
their con ferences on evangelism. Some 

questions and problems on the procla
mation of t he Gospel in our age are 
brought to our attention but this is 
by no means an exhaustive study. 

FROI\I DEATH TO LIFE THROUGH 
CHRI ST by Robert G. Lee. Zonder
van- 1966--$2.95. 

The author is first and foremost a 
preacher, and although the sermons 
are well-structured and the m3terial 
inspirational a nd challenging there is 
usually something missing, especially 
to t hose who have heard and seen Dr. 
Lee in action on the pulpit. 

THE BOOK OF AMOS by Page H. 
Killey. Baker- 1966--$1.50 (paper) . 

THE EPISTLES TO TITUS AND 
PHILEMON by P hilip C. Johnson. 
Baker-1966--$1.50 (p:iper). 

T hese are by no means in tended for 
seminary textbooks but they can b.c 
an aid to the pastor or teacher in the 
Bible training program of the church. 
The introduction, t he biographical m a
t erial as well as the interpretation are 
valuable to the student who is inter
ested in kn owing more about the Bible. 

THE WORK OF AN USHER by Alvin 
D. Johnson. J ud so n-1966--$1.00 
(paper). 

This small but valuable volume m ay 
give the impression that the minister 
is t he final authority in every aspect 
of church life and organization. How
ever, the minister who wrote t he book 
admits his indebtedness to the capabili
ties and experiences of numerous 
ushers he has had in h is varied pastor
ates. This is certainly not to be 
thought of us a minor office in the 
chLu·ch for the miruster and congre
gation depend upon the work of ushers 
to add the spirit of worship a n d dignity 
to the services. 

1\fiDDLE AGE: A TEST OF TIME by 
Chester A. Raber. Herald -Press-
1966--$.35 (paper). 

The price and length of the booklet 
should not be used as a judgment for 
its value. A wealth of material is con
densed for mearungful and practical 
use. 
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what's happeni111 , 
~ l\liss R u th E . Rabenhorst has re
ceived medical approval to return to 
Cameroon , Africa. She is expected lo 
return to Cameroon on March 3, 1969. 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

Rev. Phil Daum 
6\ Rev. Robert Bwrnell is t he new 
pastor of the Victor Baptist Church, 
Victor, Iowa. 

o Mr. Rudy Lemke has accepted the 
call to become the pastor of the 
Northside Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, 
S. D., effective June 1, 1969. He is a 
senior student at the North American 
Baptist Seminary in Sioux Falls. 

o Re" resign ed 
from th \ Valte r \.Veber J1l.l~cJ1• Under 
wood, ~ F'irst Baptist Chtll 91.1stor of 
the \V · D., to become the ui-ch, Be
a trice, e~~ Sirle Baptist CJ1bl°uary 1, 
1969. 1~ eb. , effective F e 

1550 Oxford Street 
White Rock, British Columbia, 

Canada 

Rev. David Littke 
Rou te 4, Box 171A 

Lutz, Florida 33549 

• Miss . 
5 

:1cceptetl 
the callJordis Scha muhn J1~irector of 
Christ· to become the Central 

. ian Education at the lta ef-

Rev. Walter Stein 
8Z~ McDermot A venue 

Winnipeg 3, Manitoba, Canada • Rev. Robert MacMu rdo has accept
ed the call to become the Minister of 
E ducation at t he Bethlehem Church, 
Dover, N. J. The church is inde
pendent. 

Baptist Church Edmonton, p,. ., 
fective Februar~ 1 1969. She recently 
graduated from the N. A. B. College 
in Edmonton, Alta., with a Bachelor 
of Religious Education degree. 

Rev. Wilhelm G. Wieschollek 
23 Royale Road 

St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada 

• Action Our Churches Ill ' 

THIRTEEN ADDED T O BETHEL CHURCH 
ST. CLAIR SHORES, MICH. On December 15 the Bet~el 

Baptis t Church, St. Cla ir Shores, Michigan had a n ~venmg 
baptisma l service with e leven young people following the 
Lord's example. 

These young people, pictured below plus Mr. a nd Mrs. 

Roy Austin, were given the right hand of fellowship on 
Sunday, December 29. (Rev. Kenneth C. Fenner, reporter.) 

CENTRAL CHURCH REPORTS ACTIVITIES 
WACO, TEX. The month of November started off with a 

week-end revival, with Rev. Oliver Bender, P astor of 
Central Valley Baptist Church, Donna, Texas. 

On November 17 the W.M.S. observed their anniversary 
with a special progra m. Highlight of the program was 
the filmstrip, "Brazil-Awake and Restless." An offering 
was received for our National W.M.U. project. 

On November 24 the annual Harvest and Mission pro
g ram was presented by the children of the Elementary 
Depar tments. 

On December 15 the choir, under the direction of Millon 
Lippert, presented the Cantata "Love Came Down at 
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Christm a s." 
On December 22 the Sunday School Christmas Program 

was presented by the children of Beginner through Junior 
High Departments. 

Rev. LeRoy Schauer is pastor of the chu rch. (Mrs. R. 
E . E ngelbrecht, reporter. ) 

P ASTOR AND WIFE AR E HON ORED AT 
FAREWELL SERVI CE 

CATHAY, N. D . A farewell was given for Rev. a nd 
Mrs. E. S. Fenske at the Germ a ntown Baptist Church 
on S unday evening, Novembe r 24. T his terminated 43 
years of service in the mimstry. A program was g iven 
in their honor a nd g ifts of money were presented from 
the different organizations of t he church. 

Rev. Fenske will be doing interim work in the future. 
The Fenskes are making their home a t the Bapt ist 

Home in Bismarck a nd their a ddress is 1101 Porter Avenue, 
Apt. 24, B isma rck, North D c: kota. 

We wish them much joy c:nd happiness and the Lord's 
blessing in their new home a nd work in their reclining 
years . (Mrs. E lmer Faul, reporter.) 

H OLIDAY H IGHLIGH TS AT B ETHEL B APTIST 

ST. CLAIR S HOR ES, MICH. On Decem ber 15, Pastor 
and Mrs. K en neth F enner had a Christmas Open House 
at the parsonage. 

December 22 was the annual Christmas program entitled, 
An Old Fashioned Christrruts, directed by Mrs. T homas 
De Vries. 

F ollowing the program t he choir sang the H allelnjcth 
ChOrtlS. 

On New Yea r's Eve, Israel Today in the uight of the 
Scriptures, was presented in s lides by Dr. Louis Goldberg, 
a professor at t he Moody Bible I nstitute who, with h is 
family, spend last summer in t he Holy Land. He teaches 
in the fie lds of Bible, ph ilosophy a nd apologetics as well 
as direc ting Jewish studies. (Rev. Kenneth F enner, reporter.) 

CHURCH PREPARES F OU l\LJ\P PROGRAM 

AUBURN, MICH. To commemorate the liquidation of 
all loans the Rev. Everett Barker was invited to present 
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the denominational project called MAP. The church 
moderator, Bert B raun, se1Tes on the denominational MAP 
Committee represen ting this area of Michigan. A church 
banquet on Januar y 24, will be the occasion to initiate 
Lhe p la n. Various members have already made sizeable 
leadership g ifts . Rev. Aclolph Braun, a son of this church, 
has accepted our invitation w be our banquet speaker. 

At the annual business meeting, t he congregation elected 
Otto Braun, honorar y deacon and Ed Lempke, honorary 
trustee in recognition for their long, fa ithful service. (Mrs. 
Alan Carpen ter, reporter. ) 

BETH EL CH URCH PRESENTS ANNUAL 
CANDLE L IGH T CONCERT 

ST. CLAIR SHORES, MICH. The thirty -first a nnual 
Chris tmas Eve Candlelight Concert was held at the Bethel 

Bethel Baptist choir with Mr. Elmer W engel. director, on left and 
Mrs. Summerville, organist. on right. 

fll\ffiim:D 
Baptist Chur ch, St. Clair Shores, Michigan on December 
24 from 11:00 to 12:00 midnight. 

Elmer Wengel directed the choir and guest solois t was 
Miss Sherry Zannoth . Other soloists were Mrs. Kenneth 
F enner and Mrs. Bettie Sayers. Pastor Fenner spoke on ~e 
"Three Words of Christmas." Mrs. Hobert Summerville 
was organist. 

The theme for the Christm as season was "From the 
Cradle to t he Cross." (Rev. Kenneth Fenner, reporter.) 

l\IEN'S B UOTH E RHOOD IS ACTIVE IN 
NAPOLEON CHURCH 

NAPOLEON, N . D. The program of the Men's Broth~r
hood of the Napoleon Baptist Church included fellowship, 
s tudy and service during 1968. Some .~f t he ~opics were 
"The Laym a n's Duty to the Church, a review of the 
book "World Aflame " discussion of the "Israeli-Arab 
War.'" "Heart Transpl~nts , " and "Man's Responsibility to 
the Bible and the Church." 

Special even ts were a Sweetheart Banqu~t for mem~e~·s 
a nd t heir wives and an evening service wit h Mr. Phillip 
Dockter, Streeter, N. D ., as guest speaker. . 

They con tributed $50 to the Dr. Peter Fehr P~·o~ect 
a nd $25 to t he Crystal Springs Youth Camp. (W illiam 
Fritzkau, reporter. ) 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR SERVICES 
OBSERVED IN S OUTH C ANYON OHURCH 

RAPID CITY, S. D. The a nnual Sunday school Ch.ris~as 
program of the South Canyon Baptist Church, Rapid City , 
South Dakota was held December 15. The program was 
titled, "Tell Me The Story Of J esus." The pastor, Rev. 
Me lvin Warkentin, ga\·e the Christmas message. . 

A New Year's Eve service was held December 31 with 
s lides, movies, a nd sna p shots projected on the sc.reen of 
many of the event s which had taken place during the 
year of 1968. The pastor gave the message and the evening 
was closed with prayer . (Mrs . Wm. C. Lutz, reporte r.) 
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EMMANUEL CHU RCH REPORTS 
CHRISTMAS B L ESSINGS 

MORRIS, MAN. The first S unday in December br ough t 
the Advent wreath with its first candle. The Ladies' Mis
sionar y Society celebrated December 10th and all husbands 
had been invited to share the blessings. Eighteen baskets of 
Christmas cheer were provided by the Ladies. 

The choir, under the direction of Bob Paschke, rendered 
special Christmas selec tions on S unday December 15th. 
The Home Builders celebrated December 17th. Our young 
People celebrated on Sw1day evening, December 22nd a nd 
the Sunday school followed on Christmas Eve wit h the 
special Christmas program under the theme : "The Bells 
of Christmas." Mrs. Agnes Walters directed the program. 
On Christmas morning most of our students home for 
Christmas were involved. Our Sunday school remembered 
the children of a ll our mission fields and t he offering 
was more than $277. 

Sunday m orning, December 29th we had the privilege 
of broadcasting our morning worship service. Our pastor 
spoke on: "If This Would Be My Last Day of Life on 
E ar th ." We met the last day of December from 8 :00-
10 :30 P.M. with testimonies and the inst allation of a ll 
church officers. (Rev. Henry Pfeifer, reporter. ) 

EIGHTEEN ADDE D ·:ro F AITH CHURCH 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. The right hand of fellowship 

was extended to 18 new m embers by the pastor, Donald 
N. Miller, on Sunday morning, January 5th prior to the 
Communion Service. Ten were received by baptism and 
eight came by transfer of lette r. (Mrs. F lora H. Woyke, 
reporter. ) 

FAITH BAPTI ST DEDICATES NEW 
EDUCATIONAL UNIT 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. After seven years the week of 
December 1-8, 1968 culminated in the dedication of an 
educational unit a nd other facilities at an appr oximate 
co:;t o f $220,000.00. 

Sunday afternoon, December 1 was "Community Open 
House," with the pas tor , Rev. Donald N . Miller, speaking 
on the t heme : "The Open Bible and the Empty Cross." 
This is the them e illustrated by the symbol of a cross 
made o[ light faced brick placed behind a sculptured open 
Bible on t he exte rior of the building . The same evening 
a musica l program around the theme: "Song s of Faith," 
was rendered by the choir under the direc tion of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alvin Quiring. 

The speaker for Friday evening \Vas Dr. J. C. G unst, 
Central District Secretary. H e spoke en t he text, "For 
a Great Door and Effectual is Opened .... " An offering 
of thanksgiving for the Building Fund amount ed to over 
$3,000.00. 

SW1day, December 8 the Rev. G. K. Zimmerman, Execu
tive Secre ta ry of NAB General Conference, spake a t t he 
morning worship service on the: t heme, "F a it h for Times 
Like These," and a t the afternoon dedication on the 
theme, "Directives for Christ ian T eaching." W e are gra t e
ful for t he overall leadership of our pastor. (Mrs. F lor a 
H . Woyke, repor ter.) 



GHACE CHURCH DE DICATES NEW BUILDING 
RACINE, WIS. Ever since the church purchased a five 

acre tract of land on the outskirts of the city in August 
1966, pastor and people have been anxiously anticipa ting 
the festivities of December 4-8, 1968. A land dedication 
service was held on the new site in October 1966. The 
old church building which had been the home of Grace 
Church since 1903 was sold to the city and will be used 
as a community center for the core area. Construction 
on the new building began during the last week of 1967. 

During the months of construction the Lord wonderfully 
directed so that as a church we were able to rent the 
old building we had sold and continued to meet in it 
unti l the new building was ready for occupancy. 

In September 1968 the cornerstone was placed into our 
new building. It was a delight to have Dr. J. C. Gunst 
as our guest. On the first Sunday in November we occupied 

the new, beautiful, worshipful and functional building the 
Lord so graciously gave. 

Months of planning for the dedication fes tivities were 
realized December 4-8. On Wednesday evening the church 

The sanctuary of Grace Baptist Church, Pastor Breitkreuz in 
the pulpit. 

met for a "Historical Night." Several members who have 
been in the church for many years shared former experi
ences and Rev. Paul Zoschke brought the message. Mr. 
Zoschke was pastor of Grace from 1929-1935. T hursday 
evening the Choir and other musical groups presented a 
concert. Friday evening, Gil Mead, from Moody Bible 
Institute presented an organ concert on the new Ham-

In the pastor's s tudy, left to 
right: Pastor Breitkreuz; Mrs. 
G. A. Brown; Ken Parsons, 
moderator; Wm. Cook, Build
ing Committee chairman, Rich
ard Warner. chairman of dea
cons. is not shown on picture. 

~~n~i~~~fo~ 1~r\~~t~rday ev~ning was Youth Night under 
of the Milwaukee B outh Director,. Sam Berg. An officer 
spake to the youn u~ks, a professional basketball team, 
the Dedication s~Jc~pleG ~u~day afternoon we met for 

• 1 eetmgs and words of com -
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mendation were brought by local officials, pastors, and 
neighboring churches. Rev. David Draewell brought the 
Dedication address. 

In the providence of God the dates of dedication came 
on the 114th birthday of the church. Grace Baptist was 
organized on December 5, 1856. During its 114 year history 
t he present building is t he fourth one the church has 
built. The present pastor, George W. Breitkreuz, is the 
nineteenth minister of the church. 

God forbid that we have spent S250,000.00 on a build
ing project and then neglect the unlimited opportunities 
all about us. (Re,·. George W. Breitkreuz, reporter.) 

BETHANY CHUR CH COl\IP L ETES BUSY FALL PROGRA!\I 
PORTLAND, ORE.- A full scale fa ll work program began 

in October at Bethany Ba ptist Church, Portland, Oregon. 
Our children's work, known as T he Astronauts, with a 
total of 64 regis tering the firs t night, t he youth groups and 
memorization programs began as did our teen-age and 
senior choirs. 

We have been privileged to have missionaries Katherine 
Hunt, Jeannette Moeckli, Nancy Grover and Rev. George 
Black brin g reports from Cameroon. 

Our fellowsh ip enthusias t ically adopted the Map B and 
Step Programs. 

T he Harvest Fest ival program by the Sunday school was 
held November 10 with the gifts of produce going to the 
Baptist Manor in Portland. 

Our Women's Guild is busy with Christmas boxes for 
those in military service and our shut-ins. 

Our pastor, t he Rev. Be rna rd Fritzke conducted evan
gelistic services in Anamoose, N.D. November 11-20. 

The Bap tis t Life Fellowship sponsored a family Halloween 
P arty on October 25. (Mrs. Sam Rich, reporter.) 

BIBLE S TUDY AND l\U SSIONS I NCRE ASE WE DNESD AY 
AT TENDANCE 

ENID, OKLA.- The West Broadway Baptis t Church of 
E nid, during four V/edncsday evenings in November had 
a family fellowship s tudy series. Our pastor taught the 
book of J ames, relating the practical aspects of one's true 
religion as manifested in faith and good works. 

Dur ing the s tudy, the children had a special flannelgraph 
s tory each evening Jed by one of ~he lad ies~ and then every
one joined together for a film~trip and slide study on the 
following mission fields: "Brazil, Awake · .. and Restless," 
"The Old a nd New in U1c Cameroons," "Our Mission in 
Training J apanese Nationa ls," "The Challenge of Home 
Missions" (Spanish world. 

For the fellowship hour , our church families were divided 
into four groups, each group hosting one n ight with light 
refreshment. God blessed our eff?r.ts, ~or we were able to 
double our Wednesday n ight part icipation. (Sharon Menser, 
reporter.) 

H ILLSIDE CHURCH ADDS TEN TO MEl\ll\iBERSHIP 
DICKINSON, N. D. S unday morning, December 22 

members and friends of t he H ills ide Baptis t church (ex
tension project, Dickinson, North Dakota) were blessed 
as our pastor , Rev. W ilfred Dickau, baptized six young 

s~ctuary .. For our two pre
v10us baptismal services, we 
used the facili ties of First 
Baptis~ church, Hebron, N. 
D. Prior to the ordinance 
of baptism, a ll candidates 
a ttended classes of instruc
tion in Christian doctrine 
and church membership. 

During the evening, at a 
specially arranged Com
munion service, the right 

hand of fellowship was extended to t hese six young people, 
a long with four others, pictured on lef_t, who came by 
transfe r of le tter. (Miss Mary Ann Lenruck, reporter.) 

CAMP BOARD MAKES PLANS FOR 19~9 
W EST BANK B C The Green Bay Baptist Camp Board 

. . ' p. 1 · B c to hear reports of 1968 Camps 
me t m Manmng a r <, · · ' 
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make plans for 1969 and elect the new executive. All 
committees reported a successful camp session during 1968. 
AU camps were well a ttended. Family camp attendance 
will be limited to 132 adults in the coming year. 

This year·~ program will have camping for Young People, 
Boys and Girls, 5 weeks for families and a couples camp 
on Labor Day Weekend. 

Counselor recrui ting and training will begin immediately. 
Counselors must be 18 years old or over and have training 
equivalent to 1 year of Bible School. Something new to 
be tried this year is a teenage work crew and a couple 
to serve as coordinator. 

Open camping this year will be restricted to June and 
Septembe r. (Mrs. E. Mayer, reparter.) 

CHUR CH R E PORTS GROWTH DURING 
CHRISTl\IAS SEAS ON 

BENTON HARBOR, MICH. The Napier Parkview Bap
tist Church of Benton Harbor, Mich. received 28 new 

members this past year. 
In December the adul t 

choir presented "The Carol 
of Christmas" and on 
Ch1istmas Eve a program 
was given by t he Sunday 
school. 

Over 160 names a ppeared 
on a tree, pictured at le ft, 
a nd on a bulletin insert rep
resenting those who gave 
t he cost of sending ca rds to 
other church members to 
the support of the Pedre 
Silvas. 

The New Year's Eve 
service given by Pastor and 
Mrs. Zwart and the Teen 
ensemble was a blessing to 
a ll. (Mrs. Isabelle Grene
wetzki, reporter.) 

COUPLE HONOR.E D F OR 30 YEARS OF 
FAITHUL SERVICE 

BENTON HARBOR, MICH. Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Som
merfe ld were presented a picture by the chairman of 

the Board, Erwin Breitkreuz, on behalf of the church in 
appreciation as t hey termina ted over 30 years of faithful 
service supplying and being responsible for gracing t he 
church chancel ·with flowers each Sunday. 

They have served in othe r offices of the church for 
many years as well. (Mrs. Isabelle Grenewetzki, reporter.) 

YOUTH ARE ACTIVE IN AUBURN CHURCH 
AUBURN, MICH. Our Senior Youth group held a formal 

Thanksgiving banquet at the church fe llowship hall with 
40 attending . Specia l music was presen ted by the Teen
Team of Y.F.C. who toured South America last summer. 

The Pioneer Girls and Christian Service Brigade ha\·e 
been ini tiated and are fulfilling a real need in the life 
of our church and community. Our Sunday school Chris tmas 
program was written by Mrs. Orison Cain and involved 
a ll depa rtments. (Mrs. Alan Carpenter, repot·ter.) 
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CHURCHES WELCOME NEW PASTOR 
TYNDALL, S. D. A reception was held January 5 at 

7 :30 for t he R ev. Fred P enner and his family at the 
Danzig Baptist church. H e 
will serve the churches in 
both Tyndall and Danzig. He 
came from Paul, Idaho. Rev. 
Walter Sukut, pastor of the 
Avon Baptist church, led in 
the reading of Scripture and 
prayer. He also gave a shor t 
talk. Rev. Elmore Blain, in
terim pastor for Danzig and 
Rev. Holman Cowherd, in-

Rev. and Mrs. Fred Penner and ter im pastor for Tyndall 
family. also gave words of welcome. 

A representat ive from each 
of the depa rtments in church a lso gave words of welcome. 
A time of fellowship followed. (tMrs. Glen Hoerth, reporter.) 

F ffiST BAPTIST SENDS PACKETS TO 
SAN LOUIS VALLEY 

ELLINWOOD, KAN. Mrs. Earl Ahrens, speaking to a 
group of women at the Southwestern Conference, impressed 
the needs of t he San Louis Valley upon our hearts. 

Being eager to share our Missions Committee made up 
a project sheet, which was put into the hands of ,·arious 
organizations of t he church. Children brought combs, wash 
cloths, tooth paste, tooth brushes, small mirrors and bar 

Rev. Herrold Weiss and ladies preparing packets for Spanish 
American Mission Field. 

soap which were made into packets to be distribu ted to 
needy ch ildren in the Valley. 

Many articles of clothing st ill in good condition were 
brought to the church where they were packed and sent 
to t he Spa nish American Mission Field. (Bessie DcWerf[, 
reporter.) 

CHURCH REPORTS EXCELLENT PROGRESS 

PARMA HEIGHTS, 0. As we reflect back on the year 
1968, we find it has been an abundant one for us at Parma 
Heights Baptist Church. The long-awaited ground breaking 
for the main sanctuary became a reality on April 21, 1968, 
and we are looking forward to occupying it for our special 
meetings with U1e Mel Dibble Team the firs t week of June. 

We praise God for the 120 new members t hat have 
joined our fe llowship, 75 of whom were baptized by our 
Pastor, Re\·. Aaron Buhler. 

Our tota l church budget of $120,000.00 was met with 
our Thanksgiving offerin,; exceeding $19,000.00. 

Our choir and orchestra presented the Christmas cantata 
"Nigh t of Miracles," by John Petersen under the directioi~ 
of M1·. Larry Howes. Cl\itrs. Manfred Pech, reporter.) 

CYPRESS BAPTIST WELCOl\IES NEW PASTOR 

ALDERWOOD MANOR. W~SH. On Sunday, Janual'y 
5 Rev. J et ry Fog ltance was mstalled as new pastor of 
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Cypress Baptist Church. 
Dr. J ohn Wobig, who served us during our in terim period, 

had charge of the program. 

VICTORIA A VENUE CHURCH REPORTS 
INSPIRATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Neighboring N. A. B. Conference churches and pastors 
joined us in t his service. We were happy ~o ~ave as guest 
speaker Rev. Joe Sonnenberg, Western District Secretary. 

CHILLIW ACK, B. C. In March we had, Rev. Wm, Sibley 
of the Meadow Lark Baptist Church in Edmonton with us 
foL· a week of evangelistic meetings. We had two decisions 
for Christ. 

We regretted that Mrs. Fogltance co~ld not be present 
for this happy occasion, but she arrived by plane on 
Tuesday. A luncheon was held on Frida~ in Mrs. Fogltance's 
honor welcoming her into our fe llowship. (Margaret Rush
ton, reporter.) 

In May t he N .A.B.C. Choristers were in our midst. 
Their performa nce under Prof. Ed Link was very much 
enjoyed. 

COUPLE OBSERVES GOLDEN WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

November 25-29 we had Deeper Life Meetings in t he 
German language w ith Rev. Nor bert Laudon, pastor of 
the Emmanuel Baptist Church in Vancouver. One evening 
a group of Young people from his church came out to 
serve in testimony and song. 

JANSEN, SASK. Mr. ancl Mrs. Emil Bresch of Esk, 
Sask. , were married fifty years on December 17, 1968. A 

dinner a nd reception in 
their honor were held on 
December 14 at Temple 
Baplist Church, J a nsen. The 
church honored them with a 
program. Gifts and best 
wishes were presented by 
the church, W.M.U. and 
friends. Their four children 
and families were all pres
ent for the occasion. 

Vie we1·e g lad th a t our pastor, who wa s hospitalized 
since DecembPr 3, was able to attend the Christ mas Eve 
program. On December 30, we had t he privi lege of having 
six young people from our N .A.B. College in Edmon ton. 
They blessed our hearts by their songs, testimony and 
a brie f showing of slides of t he College Campus. (Mrs. 
R. Jaster, reporter.) 

REDEEi\IER CHURCH PRESENTS CHRISTl\IAS PLAY 

Mr. and Mrs. Bresch have 
both been active in the 
church throughout their 
married life, and continue 

COLUMBUS, NEB. The Chr istmas Play enti t led, "Who 
is This Babe of Bethlehem," by Vivian Imbach was pre
sented on Sunday night, December 29. The program was 
centered around t he true meaning of Christmas. 

The play was directed by Mrs. Carl Weisser with the 
assistance of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Prang and Mr. a nd Mrs. 
John J ones a nd others. (Mrs. W. A. Lewis, re porter.) to do so as they are able. (Mrs. Milton Nornberg, reporter.) 

ELEANOR H. LARSEN 
of Minneapolis , Minnesota 

Mrs. Elea nor H. Larson . a quiet and 
genlle spirit oC German parentage was per
mi tted to wa.lk this earth Cor 42 years be
fore the angel of death. knowi ng that 
her body was weak. tapped her on the 
shoulder and insis ted that her time to go 
had come. After suffering Crom a lingering 
illness for more tha n six months. quietly 
on December 17. 1968. she sll poed out oC 
this life into the fullness of God's glory . 

At the age of 13. Eleanor planted her 
feet on the righ t pathway by accepting 
J esus Christ a nd being baptized. She was 
a member of the Faith Ba ptist Church 
where she sang in the choir and served as 
a Sunday school teacher . In A orll 1968 she 
was uni ted in marriage to Rober t Larsen. 
whom she leaves to m ourn her oassing, a s 
wel l as her pa rents. Mr. and Mrs. George 
Taubensee: a sister Nancy , a nd a host o f 
rel at 1ves and friends. 
. While the las t few months oC Eleanor·s 

li fe were characterized by great pajn. it 
must a lso be said that it was beautified by 
a renewecJ faith a nd t rust In Jesus. Rev. 
H. Palfenier omciated at the funer a l service 

Faith Ba otist Church · 
Mi nneapolis. Minnesota 

DONA LD N. MILLER. pastor 

l, OUIS J . RAAB. sn. 
of Hellertown, Pen nsyh-a nia 

Louis J . Raab. Sr. was born in Hungar y 
opn March 29. 1908 and di ed in Alle ntown 

a. on. November 14. 1968. a t the age oc 60° 
.In his ~arly manhood . he accepted Chris t: 

was hapllzed by the Rev. H. Schnuit a nd 
:folned the fellowship of Calva ry Bi1pti s t 
~hurch, Bethlehem. Pa . For over 45 years 
h !! was a bar ber. At h is death he operated 15 own shon at his home . ' 

On July 22. 1929. he ma rried Clara L 
~ues~ . To .this union were born th ree chi!: 
\r~· LBou1s. J r. of Heller town: Davi d of 

· . eth lehem: and Clara (Mrs Joseph 
Dorozowski) oc Bethlehem . These iour now 
mourn the loss of a loving h usba nd and 
~ather . . Also survivi ng a re four grandchi i
t'~~n. si~~~rs~ged mother , flve brothers and 

Funera l servic~s were held on Novem ber 
}~:n 19:3 with h is pastor speaki n g on J ob ·c ·1 urlal was in Foun tain Hill Cemetery 

a vary Baptist Church · 
Bethlehem. Pen nsylvania 

HAROLD W. GIESEKE, pastor 

WILLIAM P. WILHELM 
uf Hellertown. Pennsy lvania 

to:1111!1>m Paul Wi lhelm was born in Heller
n, u. on December 29, 1922 a nd d led 
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on December 10. 1968. a few weeks shor t 
of his 46th birthday. He was a n assistant 
general foreman at Beth lehem Steel Corp. 
and died of a heart attack suffered whi le 
he hurried to the aid of a fellow-employee 
who had Callen off a crane. He was with 
Be thlehem Steel for 28 years. 

As a boy. he gave his heart to the Lord 
a nd was baotlzed. joining Calvary Baptist 
Church. Bethlehem. 

In 1943. he marri ed Emilv Bresnak. wh o 
oassed away in June 1952. This was a hard 
blow for him and the young family. In 
Aug ust 1953. he married Ethel R. Gecsek 
who. wi th the children. mourns h is passing . 
The children are Ga il (Mrs. Wallace Fry. 
.Tr.) : Willia m Pa ul. Jr .. serving with th e 
Navy in Viet Nam: and Thomas. Valerie 
and Vanessa at home. Also surviving are 
a si s ter and one grandda ughter. FunPral 
services were held on December 14. 1968. 
Buria l was in Union Cemetery. Hellerto n, 
Pa. 

Calvary Baptist Church 
Bethlehem. Pen nsy lvania 

H AROLD W. GIESEKE. pastor 

MICHAEL WAMS ER 
o f Bethlehem, P cnnsyln 1nin 

Mi chae l Wamser was born in Hunga ry on 
J a nua ry 6. 1890 and wen t home to be with 
h is Lo rd on December 11. 1968 at his home 
in Bethle hem. Pa. He was 78. 

He em igrated to the United States as a 
young man of 19 a nd was employed as a 
mach ini s t by Beth lehem Steel Corp. for 43 
years. He retired 13 years ago. 

At 22. he ga ve his hear t to the Lo rd 
and was ba otized into the fellowship o f 
Ca lvary Baptist Church. Bethlehem. where 
he was a loya l. active member fo r 56 year s. 
On Februa ry 11. 1914 he married Lena 
Land i. who was his devoted compani on for 
;;3 .vea rs. Mrs. Wamser died on Fe bruary 
21. 1967. To this home were born five ch il
dren. a il of whom survive to mourn a clea r 
Christian fa ther : He len, Mrs . Robert Ba r
tholomew : Esther. Mrs. David Sta ng l: Ca r
r ie. Mrs. Alber t Lehman : Alfred a nd Ed
ward . Also surviving are three aged sisters. 
10 g ra ndch ild ren a nd 3 g reat gra ndchildrPn. 
The funera l was held on December 14. 1968. 
with h is pastor us in g the tex ts. "He looked 
for a city . . . God . . . hath preoared 
for (h im ) a city" (Heb. 11 :10. 16). Buria l 
was in Nisky Hill Cem eter y, Beth lehem. Pa. 

Ca ivai·y Ba ptist Church 
Beth lehem. Penns.v lvania 

H AROLD W. GIESEKE. pastor 

MICHAEL MESSNER 
of Wishclt, NorU1 Dnkotn 

Mr . Michael Messne r was born on May 
21 . I880 ln Sout h Russia , and passed awa y 

on December 21. 1968, havi n g a t tained the 
age of 88 years. 

Michael Messner and Ju lia J a nke were 
married on October 15. 1900. T h is marriage 
was blessed with 2 sons and 8 daugh ters. 

Severa l .vears alter thei r marriage. Mr. 
a nd Mrs. Messner came to America. where 
Mr. Messne r fa rmed In the Kuhim a nd Fre
donia. N .D . areas unt il he moved to vVishek, 
N. D. In 1938. During World War II Mr. 
Messner worked in the sh ioyards at Van
couver. Wash . Since November 15. 1967 he 
has resided in the Wishek Ret irement Home. 

M ichael Messner was ba ptized and re
ceived in to the First Baptist Church. July 
14. 1915. 

He leaves to mourn his d eath. his two 
sons : Efe rham of Fairview. Mont. a nd Wil
la rd of Fargo. N.D. : six da ug hters: Sa ral1 
<Mrs. Emil Helle r ) o ( Cli n ton. Iowa . Olga 
(Mrs. John Weisp fenning) of Moorhea d. 
Minn .. Mo ille (Mrs. Sam Eslinger) of Ca l
gary . Alberta . Cana da. Ida (Mrs. Ted Buer
k le) oC Kulm. N.D.. Esler (Mrs. Albert 
Buerk le) o f Fredonia. N.D .. a nd Ruth (Mrs. 
Da n Schlen ker) o f Wishek. N.D. : thirty
two g ra ndchildren a nd seventy-three grea t 
g-randchildren. 

Fi rst Ba pti s t Church 
Wi shek. North Dakota 

CLEMENCE AUCH. pastor 

J Al(E KOGLER 
of Wif11cl1, North Dakota 

Jake Kogler was born on December 16, 
1894 in Artas. S.D .. a nd passed away on 
Novembe r 17. 1968, a t the age of 73 years. 

In 1901 Mr . Kogler m oved to the Green 
La l<e a rea o f Mcintosh County to a farm 
7 m iles sou theast of Wishek. N".D. H e farm
i?d ther!! un t il 1936, when the Can1 ily moved 
in to W1shelc H e received Chris t as his Sa
vior in March 1921 .in the Da nzig Bapt ist 
Ch u rch under the minist ry of Rev. Herzog. 
~ake Kogler . a nd Christina Koth were 

united In ma rri age on Ma rch 11 1926 at 
Ashle.v. N. D. Th is un ion was blessed wi th 
one daughter. 

Preceding him in death were his pa re nts. 
th ree brothers a n? one sister He leaves 
to mourn his pass ing his wlCe ·Mr s. Ch ris
ti na Kogler : o ne d!lughter . Fra nces Herr, 
W tshei<. N.D. : fi ve sisters : Mrs. K atie (Hen
r v) Becker or Streeter. N. D. Mrs Au!!us t 
(Em ma ) Becker of Na poleon N b Mrs. 
Ch r isti na (Joh n) Ulmer o f Wishek·· N. D .. 
Mrs. Lawrence. (Martha) Quatier o f Wishek. 
N .D. a nd Ly~J ia Kogler of Bisma rck, N .D .. 
two g ra nclch 1l d re n. relatives a nd friends. 

F irst Ba!ltist Ch u rch 
W ishek. No rth Dakota 

CLEMENCE AUCH . pastor 

BAPTISI' HERALD 

Obituaries 

KAT HERINA A. BERTSCH 
of Vtnlurin, North Dalrntn 

Katherina Bertsch (nee Retzer ) was born 
on August 25. 1886 in Glicksdal. Russia. She 
came to the U.S.A. in 1904. S he was saved 
and baptized in 1907. On December 5. 1906 
she was united In m a rriage to J acob A. 
Bertsch at Ashley. N .D. Th is un ion was 
blessed with 10 children. She passed away 
in the Bismarck Hospital on December 8, 
1968. She had reached the age o C 82 years. 

Her death ls mourned by four da ughters : 
Mrs Asoph (Ernest ine) Haas . Ventu r ia, 
N.D".. Mrs. Adolph (Adeline) Heupel. Ven
turia, N .D.. Mrs. Otto (MarLha) Bertsch, 
Bismarck. N.D . . Mrs. Edwin (Theresa) Heu
pel Eureka S.D.; three sons: August, 
Sto
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ckholm, ·s.D.. Albert, Aberdeen, S.D., 
Ber thold. Aberdeen . S.D.; two s isters : Mrs. 
Regina Schilling. Aberdeen. S .D., Mrs. Christ 
Sch illi ng. Mobridge. S.D.; one s tepsis ter: 
Mrs. Ka therina Bauer. Sacramento. Calif.: 
three brothers: Dan iel Ladner. Lodi . Ca lli.. 
Christ Ladner. Lodi. Ca lif. . J a cob Lad n.er , 
Mobridge. S.D.: fourteen grandchildren. nine 
great granchiidren and a host of friends. 

She was predeceased by her h usba nd. two 
infant sons. one daughter (Ida) in .1961. one 
brother . th ree sisters. one s tepsis ter a nd 
one stepbrother. 

Ventur ia Baptist Church 
Venturia. North Dakota G 

MILTON FALKENBER , pastor 

BETTY APPEL 
of Snlcm, Oregon 

Mrs William J. (Betty) Appe l was born 
to Mt: and Mrs. Pa ul Reinhold J.u ly 10, 
1906 in Ma nhattan. N. Y. She res ided in 
Brooklyn until her m arria ge to Dr. Wm. J. 
Apoei December 11. 1948. 

Mrs Appel accepted Chris t as Saviour In 
her childhood a nd became a member of the 
First German Ba otist Church of New York 
City. La ter she un ited with the E verg reen 
Baptis t Church . . . 

Su bsequent to thei r m arriage. Mrs. Appel 
joined her h usba nd In. his pastorates in 
Philadelphia. J ersey Ci ty. Missionary to 
Austria . several Church Ext.ension respon
si biliti es under NAB. a nd m Ler lm pastor 
for the following churches o n the West 
Coast : Glencullen Baotist . Por tland: T er
race H eights Ba ptist. Spoka ne. Wash. : Beth
any Baptist. Va ncouver. B.C. : Bethany Bap
tist. Portla nd: Southwood Par k Baptist. 
Portland, Oregon, ancl T em ple Baptist Lodi 
Ca lif. . . 

Mrs . Appel thorough ly enjoyed her op
portuniti es w ith her h usband in the m in
istry o ( J esus Chr ist. 

Four yea rs .ago the Aopels made thei r 
perma nent residence a t Capi tal Manor in 
S a lel!J. Oregon . a nd uni ted with the Riviera 
Bapt 1s~ C~urch. However for 3 years. little 
!Jf t~ etr time was spent in Salem. but in 
mter1m pas torates. 

After a n a pproxima te 3-month ill ness. she 
went to her heavenly home on Satu rday 
November 9. 1968. ' 

Those who m ourn her death are: W m. 
J . Appe l. her w idower: s teodaughters: Mrs . 
H elen Lau be. Rollin . Michigan Mrs Grace 
H i Iler . Long Isla nd . N. Y. : stepsons· : Wm. 
Aopel. Ly nwood . California. John Appel. 
Hunti ngton Beach. Cali fornia. Rev. Pau l Ap
pel. Deooslt. N. Y . . Rev. Sa muel Appel. Cam
den. N .J.: s is ters: M rs. Ma r ie El fers . Chatt
h'IM. N .. T.. Marilyn Kerr. Bask ing Ridge. 
N.J. . a nd a hos t of r ela t ives a nd friends. 

Funera l servi ces were held a t Riviera 
Baptis t Church. November 12. 1968. with 
most NAB pas tors in the a rea pa r tlclnati ng. 
b':i\~J~;•H was he ld in Restlawn Memory 

R iviera Baptist Ch u rch 
Salem. Oregon 

ARTHUR BRUST. pastor 

AUGUST TIEDE 
of J\:clownn. B rit ish Co1umhin 

August Tiede was born In P oland on 
February 13. 1883. During h is youth he ac
cepted the Lord a s his oersona l Saviour and 
was balllizecl on April 8. 1901 In P oland by 
Rev. J eske. 

F ebruary 15, 1969 

On March 22. 1906 he was un ited in the 
bonds or holy matr imony with Mati lda 
Adam. T he Lor d blessed th is union with 
8 children. A son predeceased h is fa ther. 

I n the year 1918 the T iede fami ly m oved 
to Germany and 10 years later they m i
wated to Canada a nd settled in the Leduc. 
Alber ta a rea where they Jived until their 
re t iremen t. 

I n 1946 they moved to Kelowna where 
they wer e uni ted with the Grace Ba pt ist 
Church where they served their Lord fa ith
fully. Mrs. T iede was called to her e ternal 
home in 1954 after which Brother Tiede stay
ed with h is oldest son J ona than a ncl h is 
wife Frieda where he remained un ti l just 
a few days before h is passing. The Lor d 
saw fit to call His beloved ch ild home on 
Tuesday. Decem ber 10. having r eached the 
age oC 85 yea rs. 9 m onths and 27 days. 

We k now tha t God will comfor t the chil
dren who are sorrowing the loss oC their 
fa ther and Father-in-Jaw. His comfort will 
be experienced by h is sons and thei r fam
ilies : J onatha n a nd Frieda of Kelowna . B.C .. 
Osca r a nd Ed ith oC Vancouver. B.C .. Otto 
a nd Darle ne. Vancouver. B. C .. Helmuth a nd 
Glen n. Mille t. Alberta . Arno a nd Kay. D aw
son Creek. B.C.: Lwo da ughters and their 
famil ies: Natalie and her husband Lou 
Schnelder of Vancouver. B.C.. Lyd ia and 
her husband Frank Schm ierer o C Kelowna . 
B.C.: a lso 17 grandch ildr en a nd 6 gr eat 
g ra nchildren plus a great host o r other 
relatives a nd fr iends. 

F uneral service was held on December 
13 in the Grace Ba ptis t Church Kelowna. 
B.C. . 

Grace Ba ptist Church 
Kelow na. Bri tish Columbia 

J . WOLLENBERG. pas tor 

PAUL A. R EDDIG 
of Lodi, Cnlifornin 

Paul A. Reddig was born on October 19, 
1903. He d ied on December 9 1968. He was 
a native of the Cathay. N .D. community. 
It '".as there that he received the L ord 
as h is personal redeemer and then became 
a member or the Baptist chu rch. 

On December 8. 1932 he was married t o 
Margaret Risto. or Wetaskiwin. Alberta. Can
ada. T hey lived in Cathay u n til coming to 

M
Lodl in 1938. S hortly after coming to Lodi 

r . a nd Mrs. Reddig transferred their 
membership to our church 

Paul's occupation was t11at of well-drill
ing. Because of i ii health he retired Crom 
th is fi\·e years ago. · 

He is survived by h is wife. Margaret : 
one daughter Mrs. Delores Larson of Co
vina; one son". Herber t of L od i: six s isters: 
Mrs. Annie Edinger and Mrs . Alyce Bible
heimer both of Cathay. N.D .. Mrs. L.vdia 
H elm and Elizabeth Reddig both of Car
ri ngton. N .D .. Laura .Reddig. a veteran mis
s ionnry to West Africa. presently on fu r
lough in St. Paul Mi nn .. and Mrs. Ru th 
Gille or S t. Pa ul. Mi n n.: th ree brothers. 
Albert a nd Fred of Cathay. N.D., a ncl Otto 
of Federa l Way. Wash ington : and two 
grandchild ren. 

F irst Rantist Church 
Lod i. Californ ia 

WILLIS E . POTRATZ. pastor 

NELLIE A URA PHILLIPS WHITFORD 
of Marion, Knnsns 

Nellie Aura P hill ips Whitford was born 
in Marion County on October 4. 1883 and 
passed away December 1. 1968. 

She was un ited in marriage to Robert L. 
Whitford on October 30. 1905. F ive sons and 
five daughters were bor n to th is un ion. 

She accepted Jesus Ch rist as her personal 
Savior a nd was a mem ber of the Emma nuel 
Baptist Chu rch. She was a devoted Chris
tian to her Lord and church. 

Her husband. two sons. two brothers 
~~~~ fii:1~e\"~ g~~throur grandch ildren p re-'.. 

She is su rvived by three sons: Rober t E 
Ashland. Kansas. Albert Lee. Trenton Mo · 
and J ohn Gail. Topeka. Kansas; five ciaug11: 
ters : Fern Voss. Glenwood Springs Colo
rado. C~cll Edith Swanson . Paola. i<ansas. 
Helen 'I heander. Ashland. Marie Stahl. Ce-

dar P oint. Kansas. and Rachel Johnson, 
Marion, Ka nsas : n ineteen grandchild ren, 
eleven great grandchildren and one brother, 
Ray Ph illips. Ventura. Cal ifornia. 

T he memor ial service was held on Wed
nesday. December 4. at the Emman uel Bap
t is t Church with Pastor Bi ll CoweJJ officiat-

l n\1:.mmanuel Baptis t Church 
Marion. Kansas 

BILL COWELL; pastor 

HENRY SCHIEWE 
of Odessa , W nshington 

Mr. H enry Sch iewe was born D ecember 
3. 1883 at Scotland. South Dakota. When he 
was ni ne years old he m oved with h is par
en ts to T urner. Oregon. T wo years later 
he moved with his folks to Odessa. 

In 1905 he ma rried Anna C. Schorzm an. 
Mr. S chiewe was superin tenden t oC the 
Sunday school Cor ma ny years and had also 
taugh t the ad ult class and was a lifetime 
member of the local church . 

ACter a shor t ill ness he passed away on 
Novem ber 20. 1968 at E phrata. Wash. 

He is survived by h is wife. Anna. a t the 
home : one daugh ter. Mrs. Harriett Joliffe 
of E phrata ; two granddaughters and one 
g reat g ra ndson : th ree brothers : Christ, 
George and William ; fou r sisters; D ina, 
Bertha. Pauli ne a nd Edi th . 

Fune ra l services were held Saturday. No
vember 23. 1968 from the Bapt ist church 
and bur ial was in the Odessa Cemetery. 

Odessa Baptis t Church 
Odessa. Washington 

ALBERT W. RICHARDSON. pastor 

FREDERICK GRAPENTJNE 
of V::.ncouv~r, British Colwnbin 

Mr. Freder ick Grapentl ne was born De
cember 10. 1888 in Eu rope. In 1905 he emi
g rated to Can ada and setUed In the Leduc, 
Alta. a rea . I n 1913 he was married to Emma 
Falkenberg. 

In 1906 Mr . Grapentine declared his faith 
in Chris t a ncl u pon baptism became a mem
ber or the F irst Baptis t Church. Leduc, 
Alta. Aiter com ing to the Vancouver area 
he j oined the E benezer Baptist Church and 
was found fa ith fu l in the Lord until finally 
called to his heavenly home on Saturday, 
December 28. 1968. 

Mr . Grapen tine was Ill for a number of 
months before h is death. He died at the 
age of 80 years . 

He is survived by h is loving wife Emma: 
a s ister. Mrs. Olga Mack of Wi nnipeg. 
Man. : one daughter. Mrs. Norma Warm : and 
scores of relatives a nd friends. 

Ebenezer Baptist Chu rch 
Vancouver. British Columbia 

PAUL SIEWERT. pastor 

RUTH POERSCHKE 
of Gre<!n ,·ine, Tcxns 

Ruth Poerschke. a Leaeher in Arlington 
Texas and graduate of Baylor University'. 
Waco. Texas. was taken out or this Ji Ce 
suddenly a nd tragically at the age of 23 
as a resu lt of a car accident . She was drivi ng 
home to spend Than ksgiving with her par
en ts. Mr. a nd Mrs. Fritz Poerschke of 
Greenvine. The funeral service was held on 
Saturday .. November 30. 1968 in the Green
vlne Baptis t Church. 
. Ruth Poerschke was born June 27 1945 
111 I;Iouston. Texas. S he was baolizect and 
rece1\·ed into the fellowship o( West d 
Baptist .Church in Houston in 1955 In 1if!.9 
the Cam 1Iy m.o~·ed to <;; reenvine. where R ;, 
a~ti velX par t1c1pated in ch urch ll(e as u.th 
nB1.sbtl. "'sun! da)1' ~chool teacher. in V~caB~a~ 

• e c 100 . tn the CBYF Fro 196 she was president or the CBYF ms tl3-65 
Conference. ou 1ern 

While atlencling Baylor R ti 
the musical program of Wa u l served in 
list Chu rch. to which she 6~10~1en~·a1 Bap
time. As a member or the Cl .. ge at the 
Service Club she worked on v 1.! s vVomen·s 
n!ty projects for children g11ous commu
from Baylor with a BA · cl ,!ie g1:actuatecl 
1967 .and . in the fall o( lhaf,..,~ee . 1n June 
teach mg m Arlington Sh . · ea1 . started 
in other areas. including ~ol~~t also active 
a Fort Worth hospital andt .eer work in 
Scouts. m the Girl 

Br ief though it was hers w 
active li fe. R uth Poe1:sch I·e wf1~ a I full and 
remembered by the man~ , h a ways be 
loved her as a warmhea'rti!d v o knew and 
human being who loved childu!isel!lsh . loyal 
her work. 1 en and loved 

Surv ivors incl 1 1 Mrs F r itz Po ~~c e 1er Parents. Mr and 
nepl1ews 3 11· e schke: 2 hal C-brothers 2 m · 1eces 4 aunts ? 1 · 
~~-~ o~.her relatives ancl · riie~~c es anc! 
Gree~~[~ee BTaPlisL Church · 

. exas 

DWIGHT FRY. Pastor 
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E 
OME 

BY MRS. HERBERT HILLER, 
Woodside, New York, 

Pres ident Woman's Missionary Union 

THE SOU THWESTERN 
CONF ERENCE \Vl\IU 

The Southwestern Conference is lo
ca ted in the geogra phic center of t he 
48 s ta t es, both from north to south 
and east to west. The sta tes included 
are Oklahoma, Colorado, Nebraska 
&nd Kansas. There are twenty-s ix 
churches with thirty-three WMU 
groups having some 625 members. 
Some churches have t wo WMU groups 
a nd two churches have t hree societies. 
These are usua lly divided by age. 
Two churches have g irls groups. In 
one case t he g irls unit is a branch 
of the WMU; consequently, it is not 
lis ted with t he conference socie ties, 
but t he conference WMU benefits 
from t his ext ra outreach. 

The number of our societies has in
creased in recent years la rgely clue 
to church extension efforts. Four such 
churches now have ac tive missionary 
societ ies. 

We enjoy a close t ic with our home 
mission field in the San Luis Valley 
of Colorado. Since the Valley is within 
lhc boundary of our Con ference, we 
a re privileged to have their miss ion
ar ies a t conferences. Some WMU 
groups seek specia l t hings to do for 
these Spa nish-Americans, especially at 
Christmas time. 

T he WMU meetings at Conference 
a re two : one for business an d the other 
for information and inspira tion. S tag
gered elections have been sta rted with 
two-year terms of office. In recent 
years the women have been choosing 
c: specia l miss ion project. Togethe r 
they endeavour to ra ise an amoun t 
of money over a nd above their regular 
giving. At our request Dr. R ichard 
Schilke submits sugges tions to choose 
from. 

History revea ls t hat White Cross 
work had its heginning in one of our 
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Sou thwestern Conference churches. 
After World War I some ladies de
cided they would like to continue 
working for missions in a s imila r way 
to what they had been doing for Red 
Cross. E fforts a long t his l ine resulted 
in White Cross work for the Cam
eroons. 

T he purpose of t he Southwes tern 
Con ference WMU as s tated in the con
s titution is a nd has been: "to inspire 
spiri tual liv ing, to stimulate interes t 
in missions a nd to promote fellowship 
among the women of t he Conference." 

- By Mrs. Ar thur Wi t t , President , 
Southwestern Con ference WMU 1966-
68. 

GOD'S GRACE SlUFFICIBNT 
(Cant inned f rorn 71age 10) 

Thera py has continued weekly ever 
s ince Septembe r 1967 when I was dis
cha rged from t he hospita l. 

After s ix months of thera py, we 
saw a flicker of life in t he thumb. 
There was great jubilation. I recall 
expressing my apprecia tion to the 
thera pis ts when one of them said, "You 
must remember tha t we love doing 
this." It is indeed good to see that 
they personalize their minis try. This 
must a lso a pply in the realm of the 
spiritua l. 

Often I fea r we have too much of 
the old "whosoever" method. The in
vita tion is too broad. Many will not be 
won to Chris t unless it is on t he person 
to person basis. I don't mean to say 
t ha t the broad invita tion should never 
be g iven, but, in all our contacts we 
must not overlook the individual a nd 
h is needs. God's grace was sufficient in 
helpin~ m~ witness even t hough my 
own sit ua tion was far from favorable 
Let me illus tra te. One evening afte~ 
my fami ly had left, an aged woma n 
her son a nd his wife and granddaughte~ 
came to see me. They were all crying 
and looked very much in need of help. 
My fi rst reaction was, "Oh no, I don't 
wa nt to hear of your sorrow for I 
have my own heavy burden" but, I 
lis tened to this elderly woman say, 
"My husba nd had surgery this morning 
and he has cancer . Why would God le t 
t his ha ppen to us ?" I promptly r e
a lized my m ission a nd m inis try to t his 
family . It w~ood to speak words 
of encouragement. I sought to instill 
in them t he comfort I had r eceived in 
the words, " My Gr ace is sit[ f ic ien t." 

We a rc a ll subject to suffer ing, dis-

ease and death. T he laws of nature are 
not cha nged for us. I tried my bes t to 
explain this to these people who we re 
so burdened a nd frigh tened. I said, 
"You go back to his r oom and please 
don' t s tand a round his bed weeping 
for you will ma ke it ha rder for him. 
He is engaged in a battle to survive." 
Wi th this they lef t. God sends times 
wherein we must witness. 

On another occasion my door opened 
a nd in wa lk ed an Indian woman, a 
complete s tranger, with a very fright
ened look. She had no one to w hom she 
could t urn in this hour of need. She 
was to undergo surgery and she was 
a fra id. I asked whethe r she would like 
to have a m inis ter s top a nd pra y with 
her. Jus t t hen Bob came in and had 
prayer with her. I a lso assured her on 
a nother occasion tha t I would r emem 
ber her in prayer . She left wearing a 
beaut iful smile. H ow gra teful I was 
to share a little of my faith with her 
in her crisis . 

There is another area I would like 
to share with you. God ga ve me a 
most wonderful family. I thank Him 
for my loved ones. Twenty-seven years 
ago in our marriage vows we said the 
traditional "I DO" not realizing what 
would befall us. Let me emphasize the 
importance of having love per meate 
the home. A happy home is not built in 
one day but you build on this founda
tion daily. I a m sure my husband could 
not have carried the heavy burdens of 
t hese past months with~mt having .a 
strong foundation and f.a1th. Never did 
he complain even at times when the 
load was heavy. Likewise, I a m tha nk
ful for the children. Our ~earts we~e 
fi lled with joy for we are alive a nd still 
toge ther as a family . REAL LOVE 
SHINES THROUGH MOST BE AUTI
FULLY IN TIME OF TROUBLE. I 
pra ise God for my family a nd th.eir 
Jove. Even to this day they remind 
me "we a rc in t his battle for recovery 
toge ther." 

I wish to express t ha nks to our de
nomina t iona l family for the prayers in 
my behalf. Although I a m not com
ple tely r estored, I a m gra te fu l for 
cont inued progress a nd physical heal
ing . God is able ! 

M r s. F ranlc V eninga is the w if e of 
D r. Franlc V eninga, vresident of the 
Nor th Arnerican B civtist Semina1-y, 
Sioux F alls, S. D. The above message 
was g iven by M ?'s. V eninga in a Semi
nary Chavez Service, M ay 1968 . 
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