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AS T SEE IT

Religious News Analyzed
by Paul Siewert

\ J

The racial issue is a common dele-
gate to the religious congressional
meetings of today. It also visited the
U. S. Congress on Evangelism, held
in September at Minneapolis, Minn.,
in the person of Tom Skinner and Dr.
Ralph Abernathy. Tom Skinner is a
noted black evangelist from New York,
a preacher’s son who once headed one
of the worst street gangs of the ghet-
tos of Harlem. The change Jesus Christ
wrought in his life is phenominal and
genuine.

At the Congress on Evangelism, Mr.
Skinner spoke on the present racial
revolutions in America. His presenta-
tion was a dramatic and sobering re-
buke -of the present discriminations
against the blacks of America. His
oratory was superb. His spirit of alle-
giance to Christ was most gratifying.

But there was an interesting phe-
nomenon at work that night. While
Mr. Skinner, with flaming rebuke, ad-
dressed the almost all white audience,
constant applause interrupted the
speaker. However, for some reason I
could not bring myself to believe that
these people were really all that de-
lighted at what was being said. It was
my impression that either the audi-
ence was simply gloriously entertained
by the oratory; the people did not as-
sociate themselves with the white
scoundrels; or they were unconscious-
ly saying, sock it to me so that my
conscience will be pacified enough 1o
let me go back and continue my dis-
crimination. After all, most children
feel emotionally better after they have
taken their rightful spanking too.

Whatever the reasons, I'm sure that
a sobering and prayerful unadulterated
examination of the contents of the mes-
sage can produce much fruit. As for
me, I still prefer applause as a simple
expression of appreciation, not as a
cover up.

Radio-TV Commission
Organizes Choral Group

FORT WORTH (BP) The Southern
Baptist Radio and Television Commis-
sion is auditioning singers for mem-
bership in a new 100-voice male choral
group similar to the Mormon Taber-
nacle Choir.

Joe Ann Shelton, director of pro-
gram music for the commission, has
issued a call to all Baptist ministers
of music to audition for the new choir,
to be called Southern Baptist Singing
Churchmen,

As she deseribed the choir, it will
represent the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in much the same manner as
the Mormon Tahernacle Choir repre-
sents its denomination.
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Florida “Congressmen Ask” Funds
For Religion, Ethics, Morals

WASHINGTON (BPA) Nine Demo-
cratic Congressmen from Florida in-
troduced a bill for federal funds to
include “the objective teaching of re-
ligion which the Supreme Court has
approved.”

The new bill would provide $5 mil-
lion annually for three years to teach
moral and ethical principles in ele-
mentary and secondary schools. It was
introduced by Rep. Charles E. Ben-
nett (D., Fla.) on behalf of the en-
tire Democratic delegation from Flor-
ida.

Citing the rising erime rate in the
country, Bennett told the House of
Representatives that “there is a great
need in America today for broad in-
struction in the development of man's
moral and ethical values. The Fed-
eral government can help stimulate
these programs through the grant pro-
cedure, he said.

The bill does not spell out details
for the instruction. This will be left
to the state school systems, a spokes-
man for the Congressman said.

“Programs on the growth of the
freedom of worship—how it became
part of our Constitution; on patriot-

ism—how brave men fought to pre-
serve our freedom; on good citizenship
—why it is important to obey the law
and on the objective history of re-
ligion, which the Supreme Court has
approved, could all be topics of class-
room discussion,” Bennett pointed out.

The teaching of ethics and instruc-
tion in moral values are a proper fune-
tion of our schools, the Florida con-
gressman urged, “especially in view
of recent Supreme Court rulings pro-
hibiting prayer and Bible reading in
public schools.”

Baptist Concern Urged
For The Intellectual

GLORIETA, N, M. (BP) “Man’s so-
cial, economic and religious institu-
tions have not progressed to match the
pace set by science, but human in-
stitutions have been changed radically

-

.
Chuckle with Bruno

An optimist is one who believes
that this is the best kind of world in
which to live. A pessimist is afraid
it's true.

The man who thinks he's smarter
than his wife really has a smart wife.
\ /

by the scientific and technological ad-
vances,” W. Howard Bramlette told
young people from across the South-
ern Baptist Convention gathered at
Glorieta Baptist Assembly for “Con-
frontation ‘69.”

“Many Southern Baptists have nev-
er clearly distinguished between an
educational institution and an institu-
tion of propaganda or indoctrination
one which hands out ready-made an-
swers to well-tailored questions and
seeks unthinking uniformity,” Bram-
lette said.

“Freedom must mean freedom to
be wrong, for this is the only kind
of freedom that is genuine, the Nash-
ville education worker said.

“The idea of some parents is that
a Baptist college is a school where
one comes out exactly the way he
went in,” he observed.

“The modern student feels that
nothing is off limits to inquiry. To
him, a God who cannot stand a close
look, cannot stand.”

Bramlette added that some youth
have said they do not need the church
for entertainment or security but for
an opportunity to deal with the re-
alities of life for which no sure an-
swers have been found.

P NEWS & VIEWS

WELCOME TO TOKY0O PROMISED
FOR 1970 BAPTIST CONGRESS

BADEN BEI WIEN, AUSTRIA—
Shuichi Matsumura promises “a most
warm welcome to Tokyo with a firm
handshake and a deep Japanese bow.”

The promise of welcome was spoken
by Dr. Matsumura, a Tokyo pastor
and chairman of local arrangements
for the 12th Baptist World Congress
meeting in his eity July 12-18, 1970.
He was speaking to members of the
Baptist World Alliance Executive
Committee at its annual meeting here.

Dr. Matsumura said that the Con-
gress, expected to bring 8,000 dele-
gates from T0 countries, will be “the
first meeting of its kind in Asia. It
will mean a great deal to Baptists
not only in Japan itself buf: also
throughout the whole of Asia. "

The Executive Committee also hear
reports from Edwin H. TL_Jller of Vz}li
ley Forge, Pa, concerning genera
arrangements of the congress, and
Mrs. R, L. Mathis of Birmingham, Ala.,
chairman of the program committee.
Mrs. Mathis’s committee spent many
hours in program preparation during
the week of conferences here.

Dr. Matsumura, speaking distinctly
in newly-learned English, said, ”'TO
prepare for a congress of this kind
Is no easy task and presents the Jap-

(Continued on page 10)
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Gratitude: A Rare Virtye

THE ANCIENTS spoke of
cardinal virtues such as wisdom, cour-
age, temperance and justice. The early
Christians added a few more, one of
which is gratitude. The word means,
“a feeling of thankful appreciation
for favors or benefits received.” A
thankful, warm appreciative response
to the goodness of God is a rare vir-
tue today, even among us of the house-
hold of faith. A serious reading of the
story of Jesus ancinted by Mary of
Bethany in Matthew 26:6-13 should help
us reach the biblical maturity, ‘in
every thing give thanks: for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus con-
cerning you.”

GRATITUDE IS THE ROOT
OF THANKSGIVING

Ingratitude characterizes modern
man. It is one of his most common
vices. The Word of God declares it
is one of the marks of the depravity
ofl the human race. The awful des-
cription of man in apostasy outlined
in Romans, chapter one says, ‘‘when
they knew God, they glorified him not
as God, neither were thankful.” In-
gratitude is one of the outstanding
features of the last, lawless days.
“This know also, that in the last days
perilous fimes shall come. For men
shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, bhoasters, proud, blasphem-
ers, disobedient to parents, unthank-
ful, unholy” (II Timothy 3:1, 2).

Gratitude, on the other hand, char-
acterizes the good heart. A heart
touched by Divine grace, and filled
u.:ith the Holy Spirit creates a condi-
tion of gratitude that produces thanks-
giving. This is a sign of spiritual health.
Su(-h a4 person never takes any bless-
ing for granted but accepts everything
as a gift from our Heavenly Father,
Gratitude tfoward God, and toward our
ft.-ll‘ow man is the root of all thanks-
giving.

4

by Robert Hess

Perhaps a word should be said to
anyone reading this who is not a Chris-
tian, who has put off repentance to-
ward God and belief in Jesus Christ
as _Lord and Saviour, A warning ahout
indifference is given in Romans 2:4
(N.E.B.) “do you think lightly of his
wealth of kindness, of tolerance, angd
of patience, without recogm‘zing, that
God's kindness is meant to lead you
to a change of heart?” God's generos-

ity is expected to brin
i e o 2 repentance

GRATITUDE IS A RESOUR
OF DEVOTION e

A story recorded in thre i
gospels. notes that the perﬂ?mgf v-t'g:
expensive. A year’s wages for a work-
man. But, Mary loved Him, She was
grateful for all His loving kindness
The supper, and then this unschedu]ed
act of devotion revealed her gratitude
The'taste of Divine love, the joy of
forgiveness, and the gift of eterna] life
mpved her to give the most preciou;s
thing Sh(:) had. Gratitude like hers e\(;
pressed in love never thinks how ]ittio
it can give, bhut how much. Where
there is gl_'atitude in the heart toward
Jesus Christ, nothing will be thought
too goo_d to give to Him. Often a church
thinks Its greatest need is money and
lgadershlp. But, the chief need is grat-
titude i?or:n of the Spirit that leads
the Chr|§;tlan to give himself ang what
he has in devotion to Jesus Christ

Wl’}en the disciples saw the lavish olut
pouring of this ointment on the bod-
of Jesus it shocked them. The kind 03;
love shown by Mary was foreign 1to
these men. There is a world of dif
ference between religion of the wor(i
and the abundant life in which grati-
tude springs forth in devotion, It was
not un‘til sometime later aftep His res-
urrection and the experience of Pem;-
cost that these good men could undef‘-
stand Mary's kind of devotion.

Yes, love springs from gratitude.
This is found in such passages as
Psalm 116:1, “I love the Lord, because
he hath heard my voice, and my
supplications,” and I John 4:19, “We
love him, because he first loved us.”
Here we see love for the Lord as the
result of gratitude for blessings re-
ceived,

Gratitude is even rarer than faith.
The story of the ten lepers in Luke
17:11-19 tells us all had faith to be-
lieve and obey. They accepted healing
as accomplished, though they had not
experienced it. They believed His Word.
Great faith! Nevertheless, only one was
grateful. And, he received something
more from Jesus. He received healing
In the spiritual sense. He had inner
cleansing. It is tragic to see a person
get what he wants, and then never
come back to the Lord in grateful
worship. Jesus is asking today, *‘Were
there not ten cleansed? but where
are the nine?"

Gratitude opens the door to the thrill
of giving yourself in full devotion to
our Lord, like Mary. A heart so moved
w_lll take something held precious and
give it. Tt will enable us to pray.
‘this is how I feel. This is the measure
of my gratitude, the love of my heart.
This, I bring to Thee.”

GRATITUDE IS A RESTORATIVE
REMEDY

In a world like ours there is the
ever present danger that we fall victim
to the discases of gloom and faultfind-
Ing. Yes, it is true that there are
many things that could ““turn you off
and bring about an attitude of despair-
We do not deny this. Evil is very
real, and frightening.

What is the cure? About ten years
ago I learned the great benefits of
right exercise and right food habits.
When neglected, the physical man be-
gins to feel it. Now, the same holds
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true for the spiritual man. The daily
habit of thanksgiving arising from a
grateful heart will be a constant heal-
ing power to the mind and soul in
such an hour as this.

When King Saul died, David, in grate-
ful memory of the friendship of Jon-
athan did kindness to Jonathan’s lame
son, Mephibosheth. Here was a situa-
tion where the normal political expedi-
ency would dictate the elimination of
any threat to David's political future.
It was the acepted way. Instead, grat-
itude enabled David to make a high
moral decision which brought abott
the right kind of behavior.

The year was 1945. This particular
refugee camp consisted of shacks
crowded to overflowing with Europeans
of various backgrounds. They shared
a miserable existence. Yet, a glow was
on the faces of many, especially when
the Army Chaplain was taken to a
room set aside for worship. The room
was bare except for an altar rail, a
stand used as a pulpit, and pieces of
cloth for coverings. Out of their ex-
treme poverty and suffering they made
a place to worship. Why? Because they
were grateful to God for His love, for
being alive, and for a hope that had
not died. Gratitude was a redemptive
power in their lives.

A good way to restore the heart is
to appear before God once in a while
to meditate regarding the mercies of
the Lord and the kindness of our fel-
low man. It will cause us to realize
how much we owe God and others,
and open the well springs of gratitude.
Then the grateful heart will have its
healing influence in all aspects of life.

Why not begin today? Tell God how
you are grateful for His love, for
sending His Son to die for you. Make
an effort to list His blessings, and the
love and kindness of family and friends.
Think how much we owe to our fellow
man; to the young men who have died
to extend the lease on our freedom.
The words of Jesus concerning Mary
may be applied to many in our time.
“Wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached in the whole world, there
shall also this, that this woman hath
done, be told for a memorial of .h.er."

It is a joy to meet a senior citizen
of heaven with a memory filled with
happiness for the years past and a
living hope for tomorrow. Often the
outstanding thing about such a person
is a thankful spirit.

Her hoary head is unbowed though
she is 22 years old and has her share
of earth's trials. For 30 years.I have
been inspired by the strong faith and
life of this loved one. But, the remar-
kable thing about this woman 1s her
heartfelt gratitude toward God for sal-
vation. Her joy is real and contagious.
“Thanks to God" is the first thing the
moment her eyes open in the morning
and the last thing at night. Gratitude

is a restorative power in human life.

The R; Robert Hess is Fhe pastor
of the Ripley Boulevard Baptist Church,
Alpena, Mich.

November 1, 1969

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

by Stella Craft Tremble

As Autumn ends, with bursting bins of grain,
And Winter starts his alabaster reign,

We gleaners put the harvest plow away

And humbly pause to bow our heads and pray.
We thank Thee for crops ripened in the sun,
For full land founded on His benison.

We thank Thee for the vintage of the plains,
For sun and soil and fields of golden grain:

For men who braved the dangers of the sea

In valiant search of peace and liberty.

We, born with faith of sturdy pioneers,

Must face and vanquish modern, nuclear fears.
We thank Thee for Thy sirong protecting Hand,
And humbly pray, “God bless our native land!”
We turn to Thee in prayer, lest we forget

We need Your help . .. we are but pilgrims yet!
We pray, “Let there be a world Thanksgiving
And lasting peace . . . and bread . . . for all the living!”

(%1



by Arthur Boymook

]ESUS described a rich man,
(Luke 12:16-21) who thought he could
satisfy his life with the material ef-
fects of this world. After amassing
things, his life was ended, even before
he could enjoy the benefits of his pos-
sessions. The question was asked of
this man, ‘“Then whose shall those

Whose Shall

things be, which thou hast provided?”
Certainly he could no longer gain sat-
isfaction from them. By gaining trea-
sure for himself, he became impov-
erished before God. He had no treasure
in heaven. The question can be askesd
also of our generation, “whose shall
those things be which you have pro-
vided?"

We are facing a dangerous upsurge
of a sinister disease—materialism. The
signs of it are evident everywhere;
extravagantly built and lavishly fur-
nished homes, unpaid luxury automo-
biles, constant vacation trips and a
multitude of other things which occupy
our time and attention.

It isn’t only the non-Christian who
has fallen prey to this infectious virus.
Many who are followers of Christ are
infected also. At times we overlook it
as being part of our living in this
“affluent” society, our competitive sys-
tem, or as our privilege as citizens
in a free nation. In our honest moments
we may even feel that these things
are ours because we have in some way
earned God's favor. We tel] ourselves
thgt the Lord has promised, “no good
thing will He with hold from them
that walk uprightly.” If this includes
a modest share of this world’s goods
we should at least fee] grateful. :

A comfortable living, a home in the
suburbs and a share of this world’s
goods, are surely not out of order
Does not the secular man of today'
hv_mg In wealth, deserve g Chrisﬁan'
neighbor as a witness, as wel) as the

6

person living on the fringe of poverty?
Does this mean however that when God
gives us a home in the suburbs that
it must at least measure up, if not
exceed, the extravagant luxuries of our
non-Christian neighbors?

This form of materialism is not easily
detected in Christian circles. It can
be hidden under the good phrases of,
“just making a living,” or the “high
cost of living and taxes.” These in
their truest sense are valid. For some
it may simply mean, “I must concen-
trate on keeping up with the high stan-
dard of extravagant living in my sub-
urb. We seldom recognize it as a
love for “the things of this world” or
an attitude of “worldliness.” It is un-
derstandable that we are made to con-
centrate on material things. Colorful
aEi\:'ertlsing media, attractive merchan-
d1smg_ displays, and easy payment plans
combine to make our wants unlimited.
In our country we have enjoyed un-
precedented economic prosperity over
the past decades. Should we not then
enjoy the results of our labors? Who
can deny such a claim,

ty of this form which is very real.
This we often overlook in this our suc-
cess ridden, materially oriented cul-
ture.

The result of this frantic search for
satisfaction in the material may he
an accumulation of this world’s goods,
put peace, contentment and meaning
in life are not the result. Its results
are seen in additional jobs in a frantic
effort to put off the creditors, frayed
nerves, drained energy and exhaustion.
It serves to break down the ties of &
family relationship which are essential
and church ties which are meant to
be meaningful. After all, who can find
time to attend prayer meeting during
the week, We're either working or
too weary from work. Since much has
been spent on the comforts of home,
should it not now be justified by spend-
Ing an evening at home after the days
of exhaustion and labor. Sunday evening
at church thus becomes impossible be-
cause there is no room for it.

What then is a needed corrective for
Christian living in today’s world? Sure-
ly it will not be found in frantic scram-

These. Things Be?

.This rather curious and lopsi -
t;tudq has been further aidedpsblgeglea:s
for tithing which are At times mater-
ially motivated. These pleas boldly as-
sert that if we give one-tenth or more
to the Lord, he surely will repay us
by maklpg us richer. In essence, tithe—
paying is for some conceived to be
good busi_ness, rather than our obliga-
tion. It is also suggested, that once
we pay our tithe, the remainder is
ours to do with as we please. We fof-
get that all belongs to the Lord and
we are 'but managers of his propert
Infection with materialism is not L?r
any means limited to the higher-iny-
come brqcket of society. It hag worked
its way into the homes and hearts of
people who would not think of them-
selves_ as either wealthy or worldl
Materialism does not depend on a ]argyé
income or small means. In the final
diagnosis, it is an infection of attitude
a way of looking at things, a per:
spective of life that has become dis-
torted. Its contagious infection is spread
to all areas of living, income and
residence. It is not a discerner of a
sze?n’s position, work or country. The
o;;ngiﬁl?loud of its influence is spread
should we perhaps ask our i
this not “worldliness” in dlggllslfSI:SSAII‘g
we being pressured, molded and as a
result conforming, by the emphasis
on materialism which bombards us
from every side? Some who would
never be found guilty of the usual
categories of worldliness, may he guil-

ble to amass things. An acceptance of
our stewardship, put into daily living
will at least begin to solve the prob-
lem. A steward of Bible times, was
the man who was hired to represent
and to take the place of the master,
during the absence of the master. The
steward was not owner, he was man-
ager. This meant that he would have
the responsibility of managing some
one clse’s goods. His role was fraught
with trust and responsibility. He was
fo use or manage the master’s things
In the master's way, according to the
Instructions left by the owner. He did
not own his master’'s goods, but was
held accountable for what happened to
the property entrusted to him. The
owner expected results, favorable ré-
sults that were profitable.

In Luke 12, we are given some in-
S}ght into some further responsibili-
ties of such a steward. )
1. He was to be watching for his
Master’s return. Even though entrust-
ed with the responsibility of protective
guardianship of the master's property,
he was never to become so absorbed
by this duty that he failed to expect
the return of the master. This return
meant that all accounts were settled
and a reckoning of responsibilities was
absolute. Perhaps we have forgotten
that our master will return and “ev-
eryone of us shall give account Of
himself unto God.”

2. The steward was also to do the
feeding of the master’s household. This
meant that the steward’s own house-
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hold was well supplied and had no
lack. All of the master's supply was
his to be used if it were needed. Mis-
use and mismanagement however, re-
sulted in punishment. All were to be
taken care of in a generous and just
way. He was to see to it that they
were well fed. This faithful steward,
who had distributed his master’s house-
hold, was rewarded by having the
master himself feed him upon his re-
turn.

3. The good steward also had over-
sight over the other servants. Besides
seeing that they were well fed, he was
to supply their other needs. This meant
that each member was treated justly.
He could not deny them or exploit
them for his own ends. Should he be
found misusing the other servants, he
would be held accountable on the day
of reckoning.

How different our view of steward-
ship. It can be best seen by contrast.
We have taken an “ownship” view
of the master's things rather than a
“stewardship” view. Stewardship is
exercised, we feel, when we tithe our
income or use our talents in some way
directly connected with the work of
the Lord. Little wonder then that we
can so very easily cross the line _be—
tween “living comfortably’’ and “living
extravagantly.”” We feel that it is all
ours, to use as we please, after we
have given our tithe. Little wonder
that we can close our eyes to the
millions who are without the basic
necessities of life. We can at the same
time close our ears to the call for
help that arises out of the needs of
our mission fields. The need for teach-
ers, schools, books and hospitals. Let
the Lord use our tithe for this. Little
wonder also that the world is judging
the church as being selfish and self-
centered.

The basis for stewardship is dete.r-
mined by the fact that the earth is
the Lord’s. The New Testament states,
absolutely and unequivocally, that Je-
sus Christ is Lord over a]l.thmgs.
Surely this includes the Christian and
those things that he so jealously guards
as his own. He has committed to us
the right and responsibility of stew-
ardship over all of his things. Do you
really believe it isn't yours? Do you
really believe it is the Lord's and _that
you are the manager? If we behe\_re
and put into practice true stgzwardsh:p
in our world of material things, then
they will no longer possess US. We
will administer wisely and well without
selfish misuse of the Master’s goods.
Then also we have an answer for the
question asked the rich man of the
parable. “Whose shall those things be,
which thou hast provided?” They be-
long to our Lord. It is then that”we
will be found “rich toward Gor._i. It
is then that we will have “laid up
treasures in heaven.”

The Rev. Arthur Boymook 3‘3 the pas-
tor of Colonial Village Baptist Church,

Lansing, Mich.
November 15, 1969

Fall Convocation at N. A. B. C.

Studenis and faculty engaging in discussion at ithe fall retreat.

FROM north, south, east and
west, the students kept coming until
127 had registered for the fall term at
the college. Twenty are presently reg-
istered in the Bachelor of Theology
program with two registered for the
Diploma in Theology. Eleven are pres-
ently pursuing the Bachelor of Religious
Education program and preparing them-
selves for this kind of ministry.

Students and Faculty, together with
friends, gathered in the College Chapel
for the Fall Convocation on Tuesday
evening, September 9. This being Dr.
A. S. Felberg's last year as president,
he was chosen to bring the Convoca-
tion address on the theme: “Knowing
God by His Revelation of Himself.”
The service was chaired by Professor
Rapske and a Student-Faculty male
quartet and the Go-Tell singers pro-
vided the special music for the occa-
sion. A reception followed in the din-
ing hall.

September 10 to 12 were spent at

Dr. A. S. Felberg delivering the fall con-
vocation address.

Sylvan Lake in an expanded orienta-
tion session. This time of fellowship,
prayer, study and discussion gave fac-
ulty and students an opportunity 1to
become acquainted and to understand
more fully the aims and objectives
to be achieved at the College. Being
away from the pressures of college
life and the strict schedule of classes
afforded more time and opportunity
for the kind of exchange that gave
insights as to personal needs, expecta-
tions, and realized goals.

Two-thirds of the student body comes
from six Canadian Provinces while
one-third comes from twelve states in
the United States, one from India and
another from Hong Kong. With the
exception of the girls dormitory, the
facilities provided by our denomination
are adequate to handle these, and more
students in the future. With a dedicated
faculty hard at work and students
eager to learn we anticipate one of
the best years in the history of our
school.

Professor and Mrs. Raymond Lusly re-
placing Mr. Ed Klatt in the Science and
Mathematics Department.



A FEW years ago there
was a popular song in which a soldier
in General Custer’s ill-fated army was
parodied. In the thick of battle he
became hysterical and cried out to no
one in particular, ‘“What am I doing
here?!”

Perhaps there is a lesson here: It's
never too late to evaluate. But waiting
too long may limit the possibility of
adjustment.

Nowhere in the Christian Church is
evaluation more sorely needed or more
frequently discussed than in the area
of evangelism. Large segments of the
church have redefined the concept en-
tirely, replacing the traditional accent
on proclamation with the more action-
oriented idea of ‘“‘presence.” Preaching
is being replaced by social involvement.
Personal salvation is being phased out
in favor of redeeming societal struc-
tures.

Within the evangelical camp the em-
phasis on proclamation and personal
salvation continues, but social concern
is becoming a more frequent supple-
ment. Evangelist Leighton Ford re-
cently asked several New York City
ministers to suggest top priorities for
urban evangelism today. Basically all
agreed that ‘“‘the urban church needs
to redefine its mission, to reshape its
structures around the needs of people,
so that its verbal witness comes from
a platform of action, ‘involvement but
not entanglement’ with the world."
Such a response from evangelicals
would have been unheard of ten years
ago.

But concepts of evangelism are sim-
ply so much theory unless they are
related directly to John Layman at
First Baptist in Hometown, USA. How
realistically do my daily life and the
program of my church relate to the
great commission? Or to put it more
pointedly and painfully, would a quick
rundown of my daily schedule or my
church’s committee minutes convince
my Lord that, like Him, we too are
not willing that any should perish?

The facts rob us of any confidence
in answering such questions. Official
NAB statistics for 1968 show a net
gain of 742 members, for a growth
rate of little more than one per cent.
The observation that thig increase
compares favorably with that of many
Protestant groups, while lifting some
of our gloom as North American Bap-
ﬁsis,_does nothing to brighten the over-
all pieture of the church’s evangelistic
outreach.

The simple faet is that despite what
we preach from the pulpit and claim
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in our statements of faith, we are
failing to take evangelism seriously
in terms of the time and money we
are spending through our -churches,
Most Christians are timid about per-
sonal evangelism; perhaps one or two
in each church are actively involved
in witnessing. Programmed evange-
lism typically consists of visitation
nights involving a faithful remnant,
occasional evangelistic meetings {o
which no one invites an unsaved friend
and vacation Bible school which may
or may not be attended by children
from non-church homes.

Whereas our Lord commanded us to
begin in Jerusalem, extend to Judea
and Samaria, and reach out to the

Evangelism:

How
Are
We

Doing?

by Arthur Garling

uttermost part of the earth, we have
reversed the strafegy. Thousands of
dpllars are set aside for foreign mis-
sions bax;d hundreds for church exten-
sion, but pennies are spent
cards which go unuselt?l. o -
It is increasingly evident that much
_(perha_ps most) personal evangelism
is ta[-;mg place outside the orbit of
organized Christianity, The fact that
an extra-church organization like Cam-
pus Crgsade is conducting numerous
evangelism seminars in local churches
effectively symbolizes this reality. Carl
Henry, past editor of Christianity To-
day, recently observed that Christi

1 . / ans
are “econtinually breaking out of the
routines of organized Christianity” in

sharing their faith with others.

Some have concluded, I think pre-
maturely, that the local church can
no longer do the job of evangelism.
Actually, the churches have simply
been unwilling to undertake the task.
We have the ability. We lack only the
determination.

As North American Baptists we have
Joined Baptists throughout the Ameri-
cas in a three-year emphasis on evan-
gelism. As we enter the third year it
seems expedient to evaluate ourselves,
lest we severely limit the possibility
of meaningful adjustment. Qur confer-
ence evangelism committee is there-
fore encouraging each NAB church to
undertake a self-evaluation this fall,
analyzing the progress it has made in
evangelism over the past two years.

A self-evaluation guide has been pre-
pared for use in individual analysis
and group discussion. It provides a
check list of the various aspects Of
local evangelism, including some which
generally have received insufficient at-
tention.

In the area of church program and
organization: Do our church organiza-
tons, committees and boards help t0
strengthen our daily witness, or do
they consume so much of our time
and energy that they weaken our wit-
ness? Through existing programs,
what efforts are being made to extend
God's witness to community organiza-
tions, education and government groups.
and special areas of culture? Does
our program provide for occupational
groups within the church to meet to
discuss how they might be more ef-
fective in the world as Christians?

In regard to community involvement
and service: In what ways do we as
a congregation penetrate this commu-
nity? Have we depended upon the com-
munity to come into our church build-
Ing? Are there specific needs in our
community that no church is attempt-
Ing to meet?

These and other questions are geared
fo provoke the thinking of God’s people
In a realistic evaluation of God's work.
But evaluation is not enough. The un-
derstanding that is gained must be
acompanied by the determination t0
make both individual and church-wide
adjustments,

The nature of such adjustments may
not be immediately apparent. It will
require some discussion, some prayer;
some investigation of alternatives, some
experimentation, We may run the risk
of making a mistake along the way OF
of imperiling the security found N
doing things as they've always been
done.

But if we want what God wanis,
specifically an effective witness in *‘Je-
rusalem,” we can be sure that His
wisdom and strength will compensate
for our ignorance and timidity.

The time for adjustment is running
ouf. Let us begin!

The Rev. Arthur Garling is the pastor

of the Twin Grove Baptist Church

(@ church extension wproject), Buffalo
Grove, I,
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You Can Help
Direct

by Donald Miller

Here is some helpful information
to assist you in the vital task of
recruiting ministerial candidates for the seminary.

EFORE ANY attempt 1Is
made to offer specific suggestions re-
garding the recruitment of young men
and women for our North American
Baptist Seminary in Sioux _Falls, it is
important that we recognizé several
basic factors: ‘ o

1) It is the responsibility and privi-
lege of the total constituency r_:)f the
Christian Church to help recruit a_md
ordain young people for the Qhrxstlan
ministry. According to the B1bhcql rec-
ord, it was while the congregation m
Antioch was ‘‘worshipping . . .(that) the
Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which I have called them'” (Acts
13:2).

2))The pastor holds the key to the
situation. It is he who has an entree
into the lives of people, In terms cif
personal influence, education, counsel-
ing and encouragement, as perhaps no
other person. ; B g g ]

3) Early religious training 1in U
home and the church are basic moti-
vational factors. Dr. Willard J. ﬁand
in his book, ““Call and Response, :.le—
firms that ‘A Christian home w1‘th
church-going parents is the m_ost“pm—
lific source of Christian recruits. g

4) Ministers are ‘‘made” (Eph. 3:7),
called, brought into being and con‘;
missioned by God. Nevertheless 1
is ordinary people, like you and m;c;-l,E
upon whom is p]acl:ed !:h(;:»:g Iﬁlz*grltlggecau
helping young people recoghl
of %og, yintsergpf-)et it and ultimately re-

spond to it.

PERSONAL CONFRONTATION

This suggests that we must deliber-
ately seeig out qualified personsf foxJ;
the ministry and personally con rr?n
them with the possibility that God has
called them to this task. Someone z:s
said that none of us has the 1'1.ght_fo
tell anyone what to do with his li e,
but we all have a responsx_blhty to con_
front people of all ages \Vlth. thfe dqutl!?fe
tion, “Have you ever considere
ministry?”’

Perso);]al confrontation not only t-e};f}s
to prompt consideration of the mlgls tg
as a live option, but also tends l
confirm it in the minds of those who
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have already considered it. Making one-
self available, then, and talking to
young people in the church, at summer
camps and conferences, in college and
those who are already in other fields
of employment is of the utmost im-
portance. Most of us can do this by:

a) Assisting individuals to understand
that “‘a sincere response to the general
calling to discipleship, the possession
of personal character which is growing
more Christ-like, plus a recognition of
certain gifts received from God"” gen-
erally qualify a person for the min-
istry.

b) Helping them to evaluate them-
selves and ascertain what gifts and
abilities God has given them, which
are especially needful in the ministry.

Students to the Seminary

c¢) Encouraging them to visit the
seminary campus for first-hand inter-
action with faculty members and stu-
dents.

d) Sending us their names so that
they may receive our literature and
counsel.

e) Encouraging them to establish
good study habits and financial plan-
ning.

f) Praying daily for them and show-
ing a consistent interest in God's best
for them.

REALISTIC EXPOSURE

It is also important to present a
realistic picture of the ministry to pro-
spective candidates for the ministry.
Young people need to be exposed {lo
its joys and opportunities as well as
its struggles and hardships. They need
to know that the ministry challenges
a man to use every talent that God
has given him. No one has too many
talents for the ministry. Most of us
have too few.

Moreover, voung people need to un-
derstand that there is no human prob-
lem that is beyond the scope of the
ministry. A marriage altar, a newly-
made grave, a dinner party, a way-
ward boy, a sexual misadventure, a
wasted life, a denominational program,
a business deal, somebody’'s hurt feel-
ings, somebody’s long tongue, a city-
wide crusade, a committee meeting, a
Sunday sermon, a mid-week service,
a speaking engagement and the many
obligations of his own home and family
are all legitimate concerns for the
true minister. This not only makes the
ministry demanding but exciting. We
can acquaint young people with the
many facets of the ministry by:

a) Inviting them to experience first-
hand various aspects of the minister’s
task. One alert pastor invites interested
young people to go calling with him,
sit in on committee meetings, share
in the worship services and engage in
his sermon preparation.

b) Entertaining ministers and mis-
sionari2s in your home.

c) Presenting the ministry as a live
option through the media of films and

(Continwed on next page)



dth ANNUAL
SEMINARY RETREAT

by Mrs. Darwin Stahl

@6
SOME CHRISTIANS are
renouncing the church in order to fol-
low Christ,” said Dr. Ben Lawrence at
th2 eighth annual N.A.B. Seminary
retreat.

Dr. Lawrence, guest speaker for the
retreat held Sept. 12-14 at Lake Shetek,
Slayton, Minn., presented three thought-
provoking lectures on the church and
the Christian's relationship to it. His
main thesis was that a credibility gap
exists because of what the church is
and what it should be. Because of
this credibility gap, there is a disen-
chantment with the church and in
many cases, a defection, as well.

Dr. Lawrence is director of the Wes-
tern Interstate Commission on Higher
Education and also a former N.A.B.
missionary to Africa.

The retreat, centered on the theme,
“For Times Like These,” was attended
by seminary students, professors, and
wives. The purpose of the retreat held
at the beginning of the school year
each fall is “to inspire and deepen
the spiritual lives of students, wives,
and faculty as they fellowship together
in preparation for the school year, with
special emphasis on inspiration, fel-
lowship, and the practical aspects of
our everyday walk with God and mis-
sion to men.”

There was a wide variety of planned
activities, some of which included a
songfest, a getting acquainted time,
cabin discussions and recreation. Fol-
lowing each lecture, opportunity was
given for discussion between Dr. Law-
rence and the students, faculty, and
wives. Also included in the activities
was a play written and directed by
Art Helwig, on the life of Carl Bender,
pioneer missionary to Cameroon.
Through this play, many of us became
acquainted with the dedication, effort,
and faith of Carl Bender. It is this
man after whom the missionary em-
phasis group at the seminary is nam-
ed (Bender Fellowship).

Saturday evening, all gathered to-
gether for a fireside time directed by
Phyl Putz and David Wick. During this
time, we listened to and sang many
meaningful songs and shared testi-
monies with one another.,

Sunday morning the Lord’s Supper
was celebrated, the most meaningful
activity of the retreat, In the sim-
plicity and quietness of that hour, one’s
entire self was made to feel the pres-
ence of the Lord and the sense of
oneness as members of Christ's body.

The beauty and peacefulness of the
surroundings, and the fellowship among
Christians combined to make a very
inspiring and refreshing weekend.

Mrs. Darwin Stahl is the wife of a
senior student,
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DIRECT STUDENTS

TO SEMINARY
(Continued from page 9)

filmstrips, sermons and Sunday school
lessons, books and pamphlets, seminary
professors and denominational work-
ers. The Illinois Association has re-
cently completed a successful ‘“Recruit-
ment Sunday” emphasis utilizing some
of these resources.

WHOLESOME IMAGE

The kind of image and impression
we convey of the minister, the church
and the ministry, whether through ver-
bal or non-verbal means, is also cru-
cial. We can all present a wholesome
and attractive image by:

a) Living an authentic Christian life.

b) Speaking well of the minister and
his task.

c¢) Giving others the impression that
we enjoy doing God's work.

d) Being well-trained and equipped
to adequately carry out the demands
of the ministry.

EARNEST PRAYER

And, of course, earnest prayer is also
a crucial element in recruitment. Jesus
reminds us of this when addressing
Himself to the “‘seventy.” ‘““The harvest
truly is great,” He said, “‘but the la-
bourers are few; pray yve therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that He would
send forth labourers into his harvest’
(Luke 10:2).

As you consider the needs of our
ministerial recruitment, take time to
reflect seriously upon your local con-
gregation and make a conscientious
cffort to discover the answer to these
two questions:

a) How many men and women from
your congregation have gone into the
ministry?

b) How many ministers has your
congregation had in the history of its
existence?

The Rev. Donald Miller is the director
of public relations at the North Ameri-
can Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls,
B. D

NEWS & VIEWS
(Continued from page 2)

anese Baptists with a great challenge.
But we believe that if anything is
worth doing it is worth doing well,
There is a wonderful spirit of unity
in our Tokyo committees for this
purpose, and we have pledged our-
selves to work hard to make the best
possible arrangements for all our
visitors."”

More than a hundred Baptist theolo-
gians, mission leaders, educational
specialists and others spent 14 inten-
sive hours over a five day period here
sharing their thoughts on matters of
Christian concern.

The participants eame from 31 coun-
tries and are members of five study
commissions sponsored by the Baptist
World Alliance, Their specifie interests

included doctrine, religious education,
evangelism and missions, religious
liberty and human rights, and the
Baptist role in cooperative Christiani-
ty.

Frank H. Woyke of Washington, an
associate secretary of the Alliance,
noted that the formal sessions, In
which scholarly papers were read and
discussed, were only a stimulus for
excited discussions in a variety of
languages that continued in tea shops,
hotel lobbies and the beautiful parks
of this resort city, .

“The study commissions provide a
forum for the exchange of ideas across
national boundaries and the world's
oceans,” Dr. Woyke noted. "Men_and
women who are otherwise restricted
to thinking on a provincial or national
scope are given opportunity to share
their ideas with others from all parts
of the world. Everybody gives a little;
everybody gains a lot." '

Few if any formal decisions come
from the conferences, but the prepared
Papers are made available to other
scholars for study and consideration-
The meetings here did result however
in a recommendation from the Com-
mission on Missions and Evangelism
for an international crusade of recon-
ciliation in the 1970's, and a draft b_Y
the Commission on Religious Liberty
and Human Rights of a Manifesto on
Human Rights to be presented for
adoption at the Baptist World Con-
gress in Tokyo in 1970.

It was the first meeting Of,th.e
Commission on Cooperative Christiani-
ty, chaired by James Leo Garrett of
Louisville, Ky., and Rudolf Thaut of
Hamburg, Germany. Thirty four per-
sons attended, discussing a total of
cight papers, six written by Baptists,
one by a Mennonite and one by 2
Roman Catholic. The Catholic, Ray
Ryland of San Diego, Calif., also hﬁnd
delivered a letter of fraternal greeting
from John Cardinal Willebrands of the
Secretariat for Promotion of Chris-
tian Unity, of the Vactican.

Dr. Garrett outlined at the opening
session three basic guidelines for the
studies in cooperative Christianity-
They provided that “(1) The study of
Cooperation with non-Baptist Chris-
tians should be as inclusive as pos-
sible. . .. (2) The commission ought
to deal both with the more theological
Issues that are usually reckoned as
stumbling blocks to cooperation and
unity that may be more readily a:nd
easily realized. (3) The commission
ought to study the history of the at-
titudes toward other Christians, a_nd
the relations or non-relations with
other Christians, and Christian church-
es which have characterized various
conventions and unions of Baptists in
various parts of the world.”

Dr. Thaut, president of the Baptist
seminary at Hamburg, declared that
“societal changes make imperative the
study and cooperation of Baptists with
other Christians,” and he called on
Baptists “to be a bridge between the

(Continued on page 17)
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EVANGELISM AND RENEWAL OF THE CHURCH

- E ARE a society be-
mused in its purposes and s?creﬂy
homesick for a lost world of_ lqward
tranquility. The thirst for illlmltaI?Ie
knowledge now conflicts directly with
the search for serenity obtainable no-
where on earth. Knowledge, or at le_ast
what the twentieth century acclaims
as knowledge, has not led to happi-
NESE Sk We appear to exist...a-
midst a meaningless mosaic of frag-
ments.”’ ;

From The Unexpected Universe by
Loren Eiseley, Benjamin Franklin, pro-
fessor of Anthropology and the History
of Science, University of Pennsylvania,

“It is interesting to note that the
intellectuals of these days do draw a
difference between Christ Hims_elf and
the tradition of the Church. While they
are willing to listen and even accept
Christ, they reject the idea of the
church as more a tradition charged
with human ‘opinion’ than the pure
transmission of Christ Himself who' is
the gospel.” From a letter by an Indian
evangelist to the writer.

“I look around me on Sunday morn-
ing at people who are once again
leaving the worship as lonely as when
they came.” From a lgttter by a col-

the writer.
IEg‘e. 5 tuz;irfg § ]tte‘: us consider how to
stir up one another to love and _good
works, not neglecting to meet togeth-
er, as is the habit of some.”but en-
couraging one another... (Heb.
10:24-25, RSV). ]

One 5othhe signs carne_d by those
who demonstrated when Billy Gg‘ahar.n
spoke at the University of C_.‘allfo‘z:ma
at Berkeley hore the inseription, “‘Je-
sus Yes - Christianity No!"” Th_ose sen-
timents, expressed in a multitude of
ways, reflect a general and alarmingly
deep disenchantment with the Chris-
tian establishment by a large segment
of American sociely of all ages and
c - -

lglI‘S}feeschurc:h of course if.; under mno
mandate to develop public relations
techniques which will t'znhanc«.e her ltm(;
age and certainly she is not intereste:
in, nor does she expect to win, a popu:
larity contest, nor fo gain acceptance
by large majorities. Neve}'thelesfs otgg
stubbornly  persistent view o

Church today, held by insiders as
well as outsiders, is not only not sup-
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by Richard C. Halverson

porting her outreach, it is sabotaging
it. It can hardly be said of the Twen-
tieth Century Church what Dr. Luke
reported of the primitive Christians,
“And day by day, attending the tem-
ple together and breaking bread in
their homes, they partook of food with
glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having favor with all the people”
(Acts 2:46-47, RSV).

For the purpose of this paper may
we refocus our thinking about evange-
lism and concentrate on the basic as-
pect of the Church, that is Community,
which we tend to ‘‘assume’” at best,
or to relegate to an inconsequential
position if considered at all, but which
is fundamental to renewal and mission.

Inevitably, when evangelism is dis-
cussed today, the population explosion
is a major consideration which gener-
ates either an atmosphere of pessi-
mism and frustration, or urgency bor-
dering on hysteria, or both. As at-
tempts are made to resolvp this im-
ponderable, discussion invariably grav-
itates to solutions on a massive scale:
1) traditional mass evangelism; 2)
ways and means of employing the
mass media; or 3) some program for
“beefing up'" personal evangelism
classes and courses in order to involve
as many individuals as possible in a
massive attack upon the alienated
world. The enormity of the task seems
to demand dramatic, spectacular, gi-
gantic effort.

Obviously such a focus is importal_'lt.
Such massive means must be consid-
ered lest the Church be gui!ty of_ neg-
lecting the tools available in this in-
credibly knowledgeable, tochr;ologlcal
age. However, preoccupation with mas-
sive response overlooks the condition
of the Church, although isolated pock-
ets of individuals here and Fhere are
renewed under the compu]su_)n. Fur-
thermore, such an overwheln’&mg chal-
lenge tempts the Chu:_‘c}'l to ignore or
despise the quiet, invisible, but basic
and powerful forces about whlehl Jesus
spoke: the inexorable penetration of
salt and seed, and the infusive power
of love. .

The focus of this paper is the dor-
mant potential of the local congrega-
tion when it is in fact an authentlflc
New Testament community; when its
corporate life vitally demonstrates the

redemption and reconciliation professed
and proclaimed; when it reveals
through the quality of its internal re-
lations and nature of the Kingdom of
God; when its members deploy and
dissolve into all the social structures
surrounding them with benevolent and
contagious love. Imagine the potential
of the thousands of congregations, if
cach were a warm, loving, sacrificial
community of faith with members con-
cerned for one another, fulfilling their
priestly responsibilities one to another,
and sensitive to the sick and alienated
world around them. Suppose each were
a ‘“‘company of those who believed
(and) were of one heart and soul, and
no one said that any of the things
which he possessed was his own, but
they had everything in common’’ (Acts
4:32, RSV).

Is this an impossible dream? It is
Biblical! It is realistic! This is re-
newal! From such will flow the broad-
est possible outreach to the world con-
ditioned to demonstration. The fact is,
we have been so busy with individual-
ism that we have developed a people
oblivious to community as the essenco
of New Testament life. They neither
aspire to it, nor are they convicted
by its absence. We simply have not
envisioned the potential of the loeal
congregation when it conforms to the
instruction and example of the New
Testament. The great burden of New
Testament exhortation is not to mission
or evangelism as conventionally under-
stood, but rather to each believer's
role in the body - his responsibility
to his brothers in the Lord, and their
mutual interdependence.

Community is the matrix of mission.
A congregation without community can-
not fulfill its evangelistic mission,
whatever is done to exhort or ftrain.

Conversely, when a congregation is
spiritually healthy - that is, committed
to Jesus Christ and to each other and
constrained by a selfless concern for
all men - evangelism will oceur spon-
taneously, effortlessly, continuously, ef-
fectively. Not only will the life of the
community attract the alienated and
lonely to its accepting, reconciling
warmth, but in dispersion its mem-
bers will radiate that redemptive love
infectiously to the world. :

Everything the Church does is not
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evangelism, but everything the Church
does should be evangelistic. That is
to say, in conventional terms, no mem-
ber of the Church is telling the Gospel
all the time (not even the professional
evangelist); nor will all the members
of the church engage in telling the
Gospel some of the time (many simply
do not have the gift of verbalizing,
for many different reasons). But the
total Church, individually and collec-
tively, ought to be witnessing to the
redemptive love of God in Christ in
all that they do all the time. Witness
by presence and performance as well
as proclamation, are the product cf
the Spirit-filled life.

In other words, evangelism is hap-
pening all the time in and by a con-
gregation rightly related to Jesus
Christ, to each other and to the world
around them.

““And day by day, attending the tem-
ple together and breaking bread in
their homes, they partook of food with
glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having favor with all the people.
And the Lord added to their number
day by day those who were being
saved” (Acts 2:46-47, RSV). “And the
word of God increased; and the num-
ber of the disciples multiplied greatly
in Jerusalem, and a great many of
the priests were obedient to the faith”
(Acts 6:7, RSV). “So the church
throughout Judea and Galilee and Sa-
maria had peace and was built up;
and walking in the fear of the Lord
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit
it was multiplied” (Acts 9:31, RSV).

Even failure and sin witness to
Christ. Not the failure and sin them-
selves, obviously, but the way the
Christian—and the Christian eommun-
ity—handle failure and sin. If they
are covered and hid, if we pretend
failure and sin are not, if we make
excuses rather than acknowledge and
confess, we not only deprive ourselves
of forgiving, renewing grace (“the
blood of Christ cannot cleanse excuses,
only sin'’), we suspend fellowship with
God.

“If we say we have fellowship with
him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the
truth” (1 John 1:6, RSV).

And we fail to demonstrate to the
world the practical remedy for human
inadequacy available in the Gospel. Ad-
mission of sin, and confession open the
door to forgiveness, renewal and fel-
lowship with God, and witness to the
absolutely unique and life-changing dy-
namic of the atonement.,

This is borne out by the very prag-
matic James who admonished, ‘“There-
fore, confess your sins to one another
and pray for one another, that you
may be healed” (James 5:16, RSV).
Significantly this appears in the con-
text pf the most remarkable prayer
promise which has heen largely ig-
nored by the Church. If is not unreas-
onable to assume that for want of
such confession among brethren, such
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openness, such honesty - such “Walk-
ing in the light” - the promise of
healing is neglected and unbelieved,
fellowship fails, and the community
degenerates. Confessing to one another
in the fellowship is dangerous because
it makes one vulnerable, and we have
invented very sophisticated rationaliza-
tions to justify our failure to practice
it. So we hide behind masks, remain
strangers to one another, and disrupt
authentic fellowship which Dr. Luke
indicates was as much a part of prim-
itive Christianity as doctrine, sacra-
ments and prayer.

“And they devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers"
(Acts 2:42, RSV).

John, the beloved, certainly took fel-
lowship seriously. It is a major theme
in his first epistle.

Confession to God and to one an-
other is essential to community, The
opposite is walking in darkness, which
obviates community.

The peril of being closed to one an-
other in Christ is that one is closed
as well to grace. Freedom ig gone
formalism is substituted, and the'
phurch presents a graceless, lovel
inhumane, non-accepting image to the
world, Is it not tragedy in the first
magnitude that one ecclesiastical tra-
dition has institutionalized and deper-
sonalized the confessional with face-
less confessors, while another has ip-
npred or abandoned it altogether? TIn
cither case the healing therapy of con-
fession has been surrendered by de-
fault to the professional therapist, Al-
coholics  Anonymous, and other such
groups.

Tq be perfectly frank, we ought to
rethink critically our traditional atti-
tudes toward evangelism. If we shoufd
lqy aside momentarily our conventional
views for the purpose of rediscovering
what th.e New Testament says about
evgnqehsm, we would probably be sur-
prised at the few references to the
subject as such. We would find it
treated, not as a task to be done, a
department of church life (which ’Wr‘
have made it)—not even ag the .

ess,

Ti-
mary rqle of the Church. Rather evI;in-
gelism is something that is happening

all the time when the Church is truly
community, truly in fellowship, truly
renewed and renewing.

“So the churches were strengthened
in the faith, and they increased in
numbers daily” (Acts 16:5, RSV).

And, incidentally, such a reappraisal
might help to dissolve the destructive
polarization between evangelism and
social responsibility which is rending
the Church.

Why, for example, do we isolate and
emphasize evangelism as being more
important than the two great command-
ments which comprehend all the law
and the prophets, to love God and
neighbor? Why do so many who are
zealously committed to evangelism, SO
often seem to disregard the explicit
admonitions to: “Do nothing from self-
ishness or conceit, but in humility count
others better than yourselves. Let each
of you look not only to his own in-
terests, but also to the interests of
others” (Phil. 2:3-4, RSV). “Owe no
one anything, except to love one an-
other; for he who loves his neighbor
has fulfilled the law” (Romans 13:8,
RSV). “Be subject to one another out
of reverence for Christ.” (Eph. 5:21,
RSV). “And be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
as God in Christ forgave you” (Ephe-
sians 4:32, RSV). (“Love is kind.”")
“Put on then, as God's chosen ones,
holy and beloved, compassion, kind-
ness, lowliness, meekness, and Pa-
tience, forbearing one another and, if
one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must for-
glve. And above all these put on love,
which binds everything together in per-
fect harmony. And let the peace‘Of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in the one
body. And be thankful. Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, as you
teach and admonish one another in
all wisdom, and as you sing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs Wﬂ'{
thankfulness in your hearts to God’
(Col. 3:12-16, RSV). “So, whether you
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God” (I Cor. 10:31,
RSV).

How do you separate the Great Com-
mission with its mandate: “ . .. teach-
Ing them to observe all things what-
Soever I have commanded you —
from the Beatitudes and the Sermon
on the Mount with its terrifying con-
clusion—‘Not every one who says 1o
me, ‘Lord, Lord," shall enter the king-
dom of heaven, but he who does the
will of my Father who is in heaven.
On that day many will say to me,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name, and cast out demons 1n
your name, and do many mighty works
in your name?' And then will I declare
to them, ‘T never knew you:; depart
from me, you evildoers” (Matthew
7:21-27, RSV). In these crucial days,
how seriously ought we to take our
Lord's last parable (Matthew 25:31-46)

BAPTIST HERALD

spoken as it was in the context of
readiness for His second advent? Are
these instructions not to be included
in “‘the whole counsel of God”'{

One often hears intimated in one
way or another the idea that if cir-
cumstances were just more favorab_le,
the Church could be more_effectlve
in its outreach. Yet our times are
generous and friendly by contrast with
those into which the New Testament
Church was thrust. It faced a violent,
hostile, corrupt, anti-Christ culture, de-
graded and demoralized. b

What is the explanation for the in-
credible impact of that tiny, falthfur}
minority upon its sick, alienated wc_)r]d.

Mark records that Jesus ‘‘appointed
twelve, to be with him, and to be
sent out to preach...” (Mark 3:14,
RSV). With a whole world to rea_ch,
Jesus separated twelve men tlo Hlm—
self and devoted much of His brief
three-year ministry to them. Th}s was
their “‘seminary,” their preparation for
the work He was to begin and they
were to continue. In what did their
education consist? What were the_y
learning which would equip tl}em lg
preach? Did they have homiletics an
speech courses? Philosophy of Reli-
gion? Systematic Theology? Anthro?o-
logy? Sociology? In a sense, yes, lor
all of these themes were l{ndoul?tgdly
in some way implicit in their trammg%
They learned much about Jesus, abou
the God He had entered history to
serve, about man and about the_mselves.
Most of all they were learning how
to live together, how to support on?
another, how to submit to one another,
how to serve one another, how to defe‘r
to each other, encourage each other,
pray for each other, love ea.ch othegl
They were learning community, prg :
tising it daily, around the clock, un1 et
the delicate direction of the gent es‘
of teachers, the humblest of men, the
servant of servants, whose life was Eo
be a “ransom for many.” What th_c_}:
learned was to be infused into the life
of the Church following Pentecost.

At Pentecost, Christ gave to Hl;s
Church a three-phased strategy fly
which to continue His work and 1'Jt-
fill its mission. 1) Dr. Luke repmg
that: “When the day of Pentecqst ha
come, they were all together In one
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place. And suddenly a sound came
from heaven like the rush of a mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there apgeared
to them tongues as of fire, distributed
and resting on each one of them. Ar_ld
they were all filled with the Holy Spir-
it and began to speak in other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance”
(Acts 2:1-4, RSV). It was the intenﬁpn
of Christ that every disciple be equip-
ped for mission, that being ﬁlled‘ with
the Holy Spirit was for every believer,
and witness was the normal effect of
such infilling. Every believer was ‘Eo
communicate the Gospel, each in his
own way ‘‘as the Spirit gave them ut-
terance.” In the course of time a pro-
fessional class emerged who devc_)ted
themselves ‘‘full time" to the various
tasks of ministry, which was as Paul
promised (Ephesians 4:8, 11). But an
aberration gradually developed as var-
ious structures and forms for mission
grew, and the time came when the
work of mission was relegated to -the
professional class. This idea persists
in large measure to this very day (with
some glorious exceptions), and large
segments of the laity assume that ev-
angelism is the work of the professional
who is to be “‘subsidized’ by the. man
in the pew. Nevertheless the Ol:lgl.nal
pattern stands as integral to mission,
and the Great Commission requires the
witness of every believer.

92) The negative reaction of the
multitude who gathered at the “spund
from heaven like the rush of a rq:ghty
wind”’ to the many-language witness
of the individual disciples demanded
an explanation. It was given by Peter
and the second phase of the strategy
was indicated—the sermon—proclama-
tion. This, too, eventually was sub-
merged in the traditions and forms
which accumulated through the years,
until the altar became central and
liturgy replaced the sermon. ‘The Re-
formation put the pulpit back mt_o wor-
ship, restored the sermon to ?ts es-
sential role and opened the Scriptures
to the people. Significantly we are see-
ing a “liturgical renewalj’ in our Eiay
accompanied by increasing criticism
of the sermon as irrelevant to be re;
placed by various forms of *‘dialogue’
and confrontation.” Interestingly, this
discrediting of the sermon seems to
come mostly from sources whe_re
«popular” preaching rather than Bib-
Jical exposition has been the practice.
But proclamation has never been abro-
gated. It remains fundamental to mis-
sion and it still “pleases God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe.” No self—r@spectm_g evan-
gelical today would deny the impera-
tive of preaching, especially expos1to1jy
preaching; nor would most _deny ('m
principle at least) the essential of in-
dividual, Spirit-filled witness. Yet
strangely, there romgins among us a
decided indifference, if not outright op-
position, toward the third phase of the
strategy given at Pentecost.

3) The third thing that occurred at
Pentecost and which clearly was cen-
tral to everything else about primitive
faith, was community. That day a new,
absolutely unique social entity was
born. Those individual disciples were
magnetized into a supernatural unity
by the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
They became one indivisible, insepar-
able organism, the body of Christ, the
Church.

“For by one Spirit we were all bap-
tized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and all were made to
drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13,
RSV).

Suddenly they were ‘‘members one
of another,”” interdependent, indispen-
sable to each other, ‘“‘arranged...in
the body...as God chose” (1 Cor.
12:18, RSV), God-adjusted so that there
would be no discord in the body. So
delicate, so complete was this adjust-
ment that the members ‘‘(had) the
same care for one another. If one
member suffered, all suffered together;
if one member were honored, all re-
joiced together” (I Cor. 12:26, RSV).
One simply cannot read descriptions
of the New Testament Church without
feelings of nostalgia. And the fact is
inescapable that this incredible com-
munity was the strength of the Apos-
tolic Church, the matrix of mission.

At the heart of that community were
the eleven who had learned so well
the art of a common life during their
days of intimate contact with Jesus,
and who wrote their epistles to nur-
ture the new society.

Gradually in the early centuries the
professional priesthood developed, and
with it the discontinuance of the prac-
tice of the priesthood of all believers.
Until today, it is assumed that the pro-
fessional has full priestly-pastoral re-
sponsibilities for the congregation. It
is he who must call on the sick, visit
those in prison, counsel the needy, ex-
hort, instruct, encourage, ete. So in-
stitutionalized has the caricature be-
come that failure to spend his time
in these tasks, which rightfully belong
to all the members, earns him their
displeasure or worse.

We would not think of abandoning
the witness of the individual. Indeed,

(Continued on next page)
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this emphasis on individualism is one
explanation for our neglect of commu-
nity. We hold to proclamation as indis-
pensable to mission. By what rationale
therefore do we not see absence of
community as intolerable? The fact is
that the burden of instruction in the
New Testament weighs upon this as-
pect.

If there is one thing worse than the
pressure for institutional union without
regard for doctrinal purity which is
being asserted today, it is the sad in-
difference to unity so characteristic
of many evangelicals. The plain truth
is that espousal of a creed iz nnt
necessarily evidence of one's fcllow-
ship with Jesus Christ (“the devils e-
lieve and tremble”), Love is! No love
is heresy.

“He who says he is in the light and
hates his brother is in the darkness
still. He who loves his brother abides
in the light, and in it there is no cause
for stumbling. (1 John 2:5,9-10, RSV);
“ ... whoever does not do right is not
of God, nor he who does not love his
brother” (1 John 3:10b, RSV); “We
know that we have passed out of death
into life, hecause we love the breth-
ren, He who does not love remains in
death.” (1 John 2:14, RSV): “beloved,
let us love on2 another: for love is of
God, and he who loves is born of God
and knows God. He who does not love
does not know God; for God is love”
(1 John 4:7-8, RSV); “If any one says,
T love God,” and hates his brother,
he is a liar” (1 John 4:20a, RSV).

In our Lord’s sermon (Matt. 5-7)
great emphasis is placed upon a rec-
onciled body of believers.

“So if you are offering your gift at
the altar, and there remember that
your brother has something against
you, leave your gift there hefore the
altar and go; first be reconciled to
your brother, and then come and offer
your gift” (Matt. 5:23-24, RSV). “For
if you forgive men their trespasses,
your heavenly Father also will forgive
vou; but if you do not forgive men
their trespasses, neither will your Fa-
ther forgive your trespasses™ (Matt,
6:14-15, RSV).

Who can measure the incalculable,
invisible fragmentation in the average
congregation, despite its regular use
of the Lord’s prayer, because of the
unforgiveness and alienation tolerated
between members. Tf we do not forgive
men their trespasses, our Father does
not forgive us. No gifts to God—no
service—are a substitute for the con-
stant practice of reconciliation among
believers. Not to forgive is to remain
unforgiven by God—hence fellowship
is broken between the unforgiving mem-
ber and his brother, and God.

When renewal ig sustained through
community, the Church disperses in
strength. She gathers that she may
be equipped to go into the world with
the healing love of Christ,

The trouble is we pastors are on the
backs of the people so much of the
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time, we exhort them to witness and
scold them for failing instead of feeding
them so they will be healthy—rightly
related to Christ and the community.
Rebuke has its place, but the deepest
need is for the nourishment which the
“whole counsel of God” provides in
authentic fellowship.

Permit a personal word. Fourteen
years ago I was called to Washington,
D. C. as an associate in a lay move-
ment. The “modus operandi” was fel-
lowship in small groups (though not
exclusively) by which to develop and
encourage responsible Christian lead-
ership. For nine years I had been on
the staff of the Hollywood First Pres-
byterian Church in a “small group”’
ministry, with no obligation to “‘get
members” for the church, but simply
to reach men for Christ and bring
them to spiritual maturity.

Eleven years ago a call to Fourth
Presbyterian Church seemed to my
associates and me to be of God. It
was understood by the church that I
would continue in a subordinate way
with the lay movement. Having been
out of a conventional pastorate for
twelve years, I began my ministry

without any predisposition as to pro-
gram. I assumed however, that small
groups would be developed rather rap-
idly, an expectation which did not ma-
terialize. Out of disappointment came
the conviction that God would do with
an entire congregation what He had
done in small groups. X

The vision of a whole congregation
demonstrating New Testament com-
munity gripped me, and I began to
order my ministry accordingly. The
vision was shared with official boards
and the people. Associates joined the
team with the understanding that our
ministry conform to this vision. Acts
2:42 became the pattern for program,
1 Cor. 12 the norm for church life.
By preaching, teaching, counseling, and
especially in personal relationships we
endeavored to emulate 1 John 1:3. We
dedicated ourselves to a people-oriented
ministry with all ages.

The result has exceeded our expec-
tations. The vision is becoming a Te-
ality. Outsiders are drawn by the qual-
ity of community life. Warm love and
caring flow among us. Members dis-
perse between Sundays with a sense
of vocation in Christ. Not that the
vision is complete, we have a long way
to go of course. But we are growing
together and it is literally true that
“Day by day the Lord is adding to
ﬂ(}ie numbers those that are being sav-
ed.”

In preparing this paper I asked an
associate, Bob Strain, to assess our
ministry in a brief statement. He wrote
as follows: “Our preaching and pas-
toral work emphasize good relation-
ships with members and visitors as
the way to healthy social units (church,
family, community, nation). Since the
Body of Christ is an organism, we
expect continuous renewal when peo-
ple are priority rather than program.
In our congregation there is little if
any formalized-organized evangelism,
but it is the continuous experience a
the community’s acecent on fellowshlp_'
God has done that. He gave the vis-
ion, He is fulfilling it. My associates
and T are a product of it. It can hap-
pen to any congregation who desires
it, expects it, and works for it.

Multiply that hy ten thousand and
you have a small picture of the po-
tential for evangelism when congrega-
tions are renewed through fel]owsh_lp-
At a time when men are searching
for meaning in a dehumanizing, de-
personalizing  technological culture;
when humanity suffers so destructively
from alienation, languishes so desper-
ately for community, the Church alone,
when she is the Church, offers hope.
This is our unique, unprecedented op-
portunity—the pastor’s golden hour.

Dr. Richard . Halverson is pastor of
the Fourth Presbyterian Church, Wash-
ington, D. C. This article was @ Posi-
tion paper given at the U. 8. Con-
gress on  Evangelism, Minneapolis,
Minn., Sept. 8-13, 1969.
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Ideas

For Christian Education

Edited by Dorothy Pritzkau

Caroling Time Coming Up

Are you going caroling this Christ-
mas? How are you planning to do it?
A number of people have approached
this in a creative way and found j:hat
what started out to be a “givu’ggf or'}
their part became also a ‘‘receiving.
Let me explain.

Concerned about the rush and hu?ry
which becomes more intense as Christ-
mas draws nearer, one churqh group
decided to go to these hurrying, pre-
occupied people. That is, they went to
the city streets. Using the flat bed of
a truck as a platform they sang the
familiar Christmas carols. Several
brass instruments added much t_o !:he
singing. They found it very gratlfymg
to watch the hurrying peo_ple_ stop an :
listen or even join in the singing. After
singing for about a half hour, ﬂ}’]e-'{
went to a shopping center. in another

art of town and sang again.

? They had planned carefully. T}tlleg
told the police of their plan and ha
received permission from shOPDlT}llg
center store managers. The‘refres -
ments at the end of the evening were
doubly good that night. ’

Angthger group spent an evening a:ll
each of the several nursing hom_ES 3311
homes for the aged in their mtyﬁe?r
addition to singing the carols,f il
told the story behind some O e
songs. The residents of the l}gmeswﬁh
joyed singing along and visiting el
the individual carolers. The impo time
thing was that the carolers tooke e
to spend an evening in the homof =
became acquainted with many o T
residents. They gave their (;: i
and their time. They receive
more,

To some of us, c_all‘olgr
to mind a congenial grou .
around a fire ;g)]ace, singing tl;?:hcf)'(l)l
miliar carols. An adult Sur}d?; 3
class gathered at a member’s NO72 L 0
an evening of singing, conv}ftthey
and refreshment. They found t ad i
Needed this kind of fellow§hlp ag s
it couldn't be achievec}ml]: a ou
Mornj session a . -

011;1:1 gcﬁfﬁh had a more f;)&;{"‘f
Service of Carols in the sa.nccmol.5
This included the singing of istmas,
several carol stories, the -Chdr;ng e
story in Scripture and a leilt’cipate
Christmas. Many people part!

I the service.

The youth of another '
sented the Christmas stfil
scripture, readings and folk

singing brings
oup gathered

church pre-
y through
SOﬂgs with
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Potpourri

guitar accompaniment. It was done in
such a way that the effect was one
of worship, joy and quiet wonder at
the love of God.

New Music for Youth

The past decade has seen many
folk singing ensembles come a.nd_go.
A number of fine Christian folk sing-
ing groups have also come into beu_lg.
Their ministry has been very effective
with other young people an‘d they ha\_fe
produced some good, meaningful music
which communicates with youth. ; If
your youth group has been asking
for some of this type of music, they
may find what they are looking for
in the following selection. ]

A Time to Sing, Songs of faith for
a new generation. A book of chqruf.ses
published by the Hope Publishing

. 50 cents per copy.
Cog:fcﬁin%esxvs, A Christian Folk Mu-
sical compiled and arranged by Bob
Oldenberg, Broadman Press, $2.95 per
CO}lj’lgrpoSe, A Conten?pgrary Musical
for Youth by J.$2Pé1;lhpr Lcﬁlsggrave,

an Press, $2.95 pe A
Br;i?ln}t Like It Is, A Christian Folk
Musical, Word Publishing Company,
: opy.
52;1905115::1':1{1:1 p}:md Charles ‘“Another
Week to Go” published_ by Inter-
Varsity Christian Fellowship, $1.95 per

copy-

The following are published by
Sacred Songs, Inc.

Ralph Carmichael Vocal Solos from
One Hundred and Two Strings. Vol-
ume 2, $2.50 per copy.

Songs of Ralph Carmichael, Volume
2 or Volume 3. $1.50 per copy.

Great Music from Billy Graham
Films, §1.00 per copy.

Walking in This World, Folk Songs
featured by The Swordsmen, $1.95 per
copy.

Vocal Collection from “For Pete’s
Sake” and Other Songs from the Billy
Graham Motion Pictures, $2.50 per
copy.

Ralph Carmichael Arrangements for
Treble Voices, $1.95 per copy.

Jimmy Owens World of Youth, $1.95
per copy. :

Time Out, A Christian Folk Musical
by J. T. Adams, $2.95 per copy.

(Each musical listed contains per-
formance and staging suggestions.
They are all available from Roger
Williams Press.)

Happiness Is—
(For the choir director)

—having singers who are regular
and not fair-weather and special pro-
gram meinbers;

—having singers who remember to
briny back the music they took home;

—an expression of thanks from the
pastor;

—havinz singers who wet~h the di-
rector during the anthem;

—having singers who are on time
for rechearsals;

—an accompanist who isn’t a prima
donna;

—having singers who visit before
and after, not during choir practice;

—having singers who let him know
when they're going to be gone;

—a cool breeze in the choir loft;

—having all singers at rehearsal the
week after a contata or special pro-
gram;

—having singers who
gum before a performance;

—knowing in advance what hymns
the pastor has chosen for Sunday;

—having singers who don't try to
be soloists during choir numbers;

—having singers who tell him about
prospective members;

—having enthusiastic singers who
want to make each performance the
best;

—having singers who sing for the
glory of God.

park their
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Sunday School Lessons

by James A. Schacher

A TEACHING GUIDE
Date: November 23, 1969
THEMIE: GOD’S REMNANT
REBUILDS
Seripture: Ezra 1:1-4; Nehemiah 4:15-
20; 6:15-16

THE CENTRAL THOUGHT. God
maintains a remnant of faithful fol-
lowers in all eras. They will perform
His will.

INTRODUCTION. The Remmnant con-
sisted of those who returned from exile
after the captivity which followed the
fall of Judah. This small segment of
survivors retained their faith in Je-
hovah in spite of the rigors imposed
on an alien people. Now in returning
to the homeland they applied the re-
ligion which they had maintained dur-
ing dark days. This meant that they
would rebuild the land, reestablish the
institution of worship and provide the
posterity from which the Messiah would
come. It would be well to look up
other passages which deal with the
“remnant’”’ such as Ezra 9:8-15; Ne-
hemiah 1:1-3; Amos 9:9-15; Zechariah
8:6-12 and Haggai 1:12-14.

I. THE REMNANT REBUILDS WITH
THE AID OF A GENTILE. Ezra 1:1-2.
God chose to work through a heathen
king. According to the archaeological
evidence of the Cyrus Cylinder this
Persian monarch tried to gain the
confidence of the people he conquered.
He restored the citizens to their homes
and encouraged them to resume the
worship of each particular religion to
which they adhered (J. A. Thompson).
His polytheism permitted this curtsy
to other gods. He went so far to gain
the good-will of conquered peoples that
he permitted the rebuilding of the sanc-
tuary of many deities. He also allowed
the exiles of various nations to return
to their homeland. The decree in this
Biblical text has been supported as
reliable according to respected archae-
ological findings (W. F. Albright).

II. THE REMNANT REBUILDS
WITH THE INNER COOPERATION
OF THE JEWS. Ezra 1:3-4. Jeremiah
predicted this action in 25:11-12 and
29:10-14. He gave seventy years as
the duration that the exiles would be
separated from Jerusalem. But it was
certain that some day they would re-
turn. In approximately 605 B.C. the
first Jews were deported to Babylon.
Apprommately 535 B.C. the first con-
tingent of refugees returned home.

Agair} we obhserve the hand of God
upon history. God uses Cyrus to bring
back a remnant of the original inhahi-
tants. This permitted the events of the

Intertestamental Period 5 Dro :
way for Christ, prepare the
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III. THE REMNANT REBUILDS IN
SPITE OF OPPOSITION. Nehemiah
4:15-20, 6:15-16. Combining crafty mil-
itary strategy with heavy manual la-
bor, Nehemiah engineered the recon-
struction of the Jerusalem wall in F[if-
ty-two days. The project was declared
complete within two months to the
chagrin of Sanballat and his allies.

What instruction does this provide
concerning God's relationship to men?
It indicates that God is faithful in
providing the opportunity for men to
serve Him. But it also implies that we
must be eager to work diligently on
our part. It took sweat and toil to
build the wall and there was genuine
satisfaction when it was done. In com-
paring this to our task of soul winning
it is obvious that the materials to be
used are different. They used rock and
mortar. We use the Holy Secriptures
and human speech. But as the wall
would never have been built without
human effort so the unbelievers of
our generation will go untouched until
we strain every effort to communi-
cate with them!

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

(1) Does Ezra 1:2 imply that Cyrus
worshipped Jehovah?

(2) “Nehemiah’s success was en-
tirely a combination of good luck and
goo psychology.” How do you react
to this statement? What part does
faith and reason play in this consider-
ation?

(3) List all the Bible doctrines or
themes to which this lesson is related,

A TEACHING GUIDE
Date: November 30, 1969
THEME: GOD’S LAW REAFFIRMED
Seripture: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 8-12
THE CENTRAL THOUGHT. Gods
Law is a gift of grace. As His Word
it must be heard and permitted to op-
erate in our lives.

INTRODUCTION. The Jews returned
to Judah about 516 B.C. and rebuilt
the Temple at the urging of Hagguai
and Zechariah, the Prophets. Later,
under Ezra about 458 B.C. a caravan
came back with many rich gifts for
the Temple. A strict scribe, he insti-
futed some severe reforms which in-
cluded divorcing heathen wives. Later
Nehemiah, a government official in
Babylon, heard about the deplorable
condition of the Jerusalem wall. Thig
disturbed him greatly and he deter-
mined to return to remedy the situa-
tion in 445 B.C.

I. GOD’'S LAW WAS READ TO THE
PEOPLE. Nehemiah 8:1-3. The peopie
assembled to hear Gods Word. It prob-
ably had been many years since they

had used the opportunity to read the
Scriptures publicly. Most Christian
homes have several copies of the Bible.
All too often these books serve a dec-
orative purpose on the end table in the
living room. If the Bible were sud-
denly removed we would lament the
lost hours which could have been spent
searching to know God better. H. H.
Halley, in his Pocket Bible Handbook
recommends that the Sunday morning
worship service give reading of the
Bible a prominent place and that ser-
mons should be connected to the daily
devotional readings. Perhaps this war-
rants serious consideration.

II. GOD'S LAW WAS RECEIVED
WITH APPRECIATION. Nehemiah
8:8-9. This process of public reading
and commentary appears to be the
ancestor of the sermons of Jesus and
the Disciples. It was such an emotion-
packed event that men shed tears. The
leaders had to admonish them to be
happy and thankful to God for this
occasion. Every once in a while indi-
viduals will “discover” the Bible. Af-
ter having heard it and read it from
a distance, they suddenly stumble on
a gold mine and a flash of lightning
strikes across the sky of their mind.
One believer testifies, “When I finally
decided to rely upon the Bible as Gods
message, it became a new and won-
derful book!

III. GOD'S LAW PREPARES
HEARTS FOR HAPPINESS. Nehemi-
ah 8:10-12. The people went home jub-
ilantly. They feasted because of the
rediscovery that God cared enough for
them that He would communicate with
them. True religion is basically happy.
There are times of discipline and test-
Ing. But there is Someone nearby to
help in these common experiences of
all men. In addition, there is the know-
ledge that the dilemmas of the uni-
verse, the battles of life, the riddles
of the mind have heen resolved by a
kind Deity who desires to aid us. Now
we embark on a life-long adventure
to find how to apply this knowledge
to everyday life and to see if we can
comprehend some of it a little more
clearly.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

(1) How would you suggest that more
Bible reading be encouraged?

(2) Tell about a recent blessing you
received from your Bible reading.

(3) Is the Bible a cure-all?

A TEACHING GUIDE
Date: December 7, 1969
THEME: THE PROMISE OF THE
MESSIAH
Scripture: Isaiah 52:13-15; 53:1-6
THE CENTRAL THOUGHT. The fu-
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ture Deliverer would suffer and by
this r.iethod would provide for the pos-
sibility of God’s Kingdom.

INTRODUCTION. Long before the
time of this lesson God had promised
Abraham that all nations of the eart,h
would be hlessed through Abraham’'s
descendents. In many instances the
prophets declared that this M_essxah
would rule gloriously as the king of
Zion, In contrast, todays passage Ie-
veals that the Savior would suffer as
a Mediator between God and man.
Thereby it presents the connecting
link between the local and universal
elements of these predictions.

I. THE PROMISED MESSIAH WILL
BE UNPLEASANT TO VIEW. Isa-
iah 52:13-15. The concept of the Ser-
vant of the Lord is an important doc-
trine of the Old Testament. In Isalz}h
53 He is listed as the One who wil
bear the sin of Israel. Acording fo
some passages the Servant has a task
to testify to the world. In a larger
collective sense the entire remaining
Jews possessed the obligation to be a
light to the Gentiles. In both this area
of witnessing and in the greater as-
pect of reigning, the Servant shall be
exalted. :

But the paradox is that the coming
Prince shall be ugly in appearance.
His face shall be disfigured. As the
New Testament references state thaf
Christ shall return on a cloud as wel
as on a white horse so the Old _Testa-
ment focuses on two different pictures
of the Messiah - the glory of a King
and the suffering of the Messiah.

II. THE PROMISED MESSIAH WILL
BE REBUFFED. Isaiah 53:1-3. Tgls
reference particularly fits Jesus oi
cause it depicts His basic rejection d
the cross. The result was grief an
heartbreak for Christ. There Was HIEO
one to come to the rescue in DIS
Mmoment-of-truth. This hard'hearmdr;eess
continues in the hearts of mem Eellsy
Secretly delight in tormenting of h'né
Sometimes, like the Nazi war Ses ]13ut
the rejection is open and brutal'f o-
more often, as in higher classes © bStIe
ciety, it takes effect in_the S? out
Mmasks that people wear. They a(é life
a certain part on the stage o In
for its destructive effect on Othma.s.sat—
lowering the opponent they gain are
isfaction because they feel th.fy this
raising themselves. How .cIea_l 7 the
Dersccution came to a climax in
Cross of Christ.

L. THE PROMISEIEJI\;I[ESSIAH A%
ME PENA
GUILTSY. 'I;Is{a]?ah 53:4-6. The State_mi’;t
of a substitute is repeated four,-tlm it
But not only a vicarious suff@lf]?‘g’un-
s also a penalty. This aspect 0 %int
ishment for sin is the specific P
Under debate in our time.
In conirast, the moral 99 G
View of the atonement involves & %11?5
stitute” making a down pay_mGﬂ‘c-ler to
is said to be a token price in O 4
Uphold the respect for the lawSsage
order of the universe. But our pach a
does not give any hope for BM

vernment
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27300 Hoover Rd., Warren, Michigan
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Paying agent, National Bank of Detroit.

For more information, write to the above address.

partial payment. The chastisement of
our peace with God (to a degree to
which men are estranged) was placed
upon Him. In verse six it says that
our sin was charged to Him. It is in
this penal substitutionary aspect that
the penalty for rebellion is paid by
Him. This doctrine refers not to the
appeasement of an unpredictable, blood-
thirsty god like that of the African
animist (nature worshiper). Instead,
the reasonable elements of God's na-
ture are revealed in a logical pattern
of what is required before the prob-
lems of mankind can be solved.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

(1) What other O. T. and N. T.
passages deal with the Suffering Ser-
vant?

(2) How does Isaiah 53:3 help Chris-
tians who are in grief?

(3) The view of the atonement pre-
sented here reveals that the Messiah
is primarily a) An Inspiring Example,
b) A Downpayment to Maintain Moral
Government, or ¢) A Substitute who
Suffers The Sentence of the Wicked.

NEWS & VIEWS
(Continued from page 10)

evangelical churches outside the con-
ciliar movement and the conciliar
movement itself.”

The commission will meet again in
connection with the Congress in Tokyo
July 12-18, 1970.

Seven nations have invited the Baptist
World Alliance to hold its 1975 Con-
oress in their convention centers.

i Josef Nordenhaug, general secretary
of the Alliance, reported to_th{;- BWA
Executive Committee that invitations
have come from Stockholm, Swedg—m;
Dusseldorf, Germany; Mexica City,
Mexico; Vienna, Austria; Jerusalem,

Israel; Amsterdam, Holland; and
Toronto, Canada.

The invitations were referred to the
administrative sub-committee  for
study and recommendation.

Baptist World Congresses meet
every five years. The 1970 meeting
will be at Tokyo, Japan, July 12-18.

The Executive Committee tentative-
ly planned for its own annual meetings
the next three years. The 1970 meet-
ing will be in connection with the
Congress in Tokyo. The committee
will meet in Canada, probably at
Acadia University, in 1971; and in
Jamaica in 1972. The 1968 meeting
was held at Monrovia, Liberia, and
the 1969 meeting at this spa suburb
of Vienna.

WORLD WIDE EMPHASIS SEEN
ON EVANGELISM AND
RECONCILIATION

BADEN BEI WIEN, AUSTRIA—
The Executive Committee of the Bap-
tist World Alliance closed its annual
meeting here by adopting resolutions
on evangelism and reconciliation,
world peace, and world relief.

The resolution on hunger reempha-
sized the recommendation initiated a
year ago “that each member of our
Baptist churches be challenged to con-
tribute at least one day’s earning in
1969-70 . . . to national or international
Baptist relief works . . . to meet the
needs of hungry people.”

A resolution on evangelism took
note of the need for reconciliation be-
tween peoples and nations and “be-
tween men and God” and called for
initiation of a world-wide emphasis
in the 1970's for the causes of both
evangelism and reconciliation. It en-
visioned that such a crusade might
be launched at the Baptist World
Congress in Tokyo in 1970.

Rather than draw up a new resolu-
(Continued on page 23
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Women as Channels

of God

by Mrs. Delmar L. Wesseler

A Report of Women’s Activities
at the U. S. Congress of Evangelism

A~

IF THE DEVIL can’t make
you bad, he’ll make you busy. Be-
ware!” was the solemn warning of
Mrs. Howard Davison of Washington,
D.C., National Committee for U. S.
Congress. She further related that with
all of our modern time saving gadgets
we should now have more time with
Him. Instead, women have a tendency
to pursue countless attractive ways of
being busy, thus honestly being too in-
volved for the responsibilities of the
church.

Mrs. Davison, one of six speakers
for Women'’s Day at the U. S. Congress
on Evangelism in Minneapolis, Minn.,
continued on her theme, “Women as
a Channel of God.” ‘“Women of Ameri-
ca will decide which direction this na-
tion will go. We are women . . . . we are
mothers ... we are committed!” We
realize that indeed we have been bles-
sed on this continent above every other
area in the world, thus we must seek
our place where we can in humbleness
before God be faithful to our homes,
church, and community.

Many examples were shared of groups
meeting in the Pentagon, congressional
wives meeting for prayer and fellow-
ship, and of the Christian influence
spreading into the many organizations
which these Christian women belong to.
Every Thursday in the prayer room it
is truly “This nation under God” as
women pray for each state on the
map.

Charming Mrs. Fred Dienert (future
mother-in-law of Billy Graham’s third
daughter, Bonnie) beautifully portrayed
""-I‘he Woman I Am In God.” Mrs.
Bill Bright, who with her husbhand
founded Campus Crusade, propounded
the subject “Women in Outreach in
the Community.” Tt seems that often
we realize a bad situation, but many
_Chnsﬁan women, just as Moses, feel
inadequate and not ready to act. We
must believe that God will give. a
personal strategy for right now. *If
any of you is deficient in wisdom, let
him ask of the giving God who gives
to every one liberally and ungrudgingly,
without reproaching or faultfinding, and
it will be given him”’ (James 1:5 Amp.).
Converted ‘Harlem lords’ gang leader,
evangelist, and author, ‘““Black and
Free,” the Rev. Tom Skinner, effec-
tively used his topic “Good News for
AIL" Through using his great depth
of understanding, he ably presented
the plight along with the many possi-
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bilities for his race. Dr. F. Wilmer
Larson, psychiatrist, spoke on the time-
ly subject of “Women in Balance.”
“Who actually traps the housewife?’”
he asked. ““Today’'s women are educat-
ed for a competitive way of making
a living. Thus they have a guilt feeling
for not being fulfilled. Women should
use their femininity in touching the
needs very close to them ... Women
can find their greatest satisfaction in
the home and community.” An inter-
esting statement concerning parent re-
sponsibilities was that ““A disciplined
child has far more energy left. When
orders are given to ‘Stay off the
street’ ‘Brush your teeth’ etc., the child
does it and doesn’t have to weigh the
decision back and forth.” We must be
disciplining our sons more than I re-
alize from their exhibition of surplus
energy!

The Rev. Bruce Larson, author of
Faith at Work, Dare to Live Now,
expounded on ‘“Women’s Influence in
Moral Issues.” He assured us that
Christian women of integrity can ac-
complish anything. ‘““What a woman
wants done gets done.”

The women in dialogue seminars
which followed, were directed by each
of these speakers of the day. Women
were given a chance to pursue their
particular interest, to participate in a
talk-back and thus share in this con-
cluding session. These women’s day
activities had been announced to near-
ly 5000 women the preceding day—to
women attending the luncheon where
Mrs. Billy Graham completely capti-
vated her audience. This Iuncheon was
a bit unusual in that it was originally
planned for 1500 women but the de-
mand to hear Virginia Graham in one
of her rare public appearances caused
ticket sales to soar over 4800, at which
point no more women could be taken
care of. Even then, the overflow crowd
of women and of interested men heard
her on closed circuit TV in the ad-
joining auditorium.

Mrs. Graham described her talk ag
a collection of little things she hag
jotted down along the way to help
her. “Every wise, holy, and handy
woman builds her house on a rock . , .»
(Prov. 14:1). She asked, ‘“Are we build-
ing according to God's building code?”
The overall atmosphere in the home
(particularly the mother's attitudes)
develops the child’s character the most.
“A mother teaches her children until

they reach their teens and then it's
time to start listening! The teen years
are not necessarily harder for par-
ents, it’s just a time to shift gears.”

This mother of five recalled an inci-
dent in their home over rock music.
“I happen to have a son wildly enthus-
iastic about rock musie with a mother
wildly unenthusiastic about rock music.
I finally said he could play rock music
if he did it in his room with the
sound down and the door closed. Oth-
erwise I would confiscate his records.”
That threat was carried out when Mrs.
Graham, giving a tea for 30 mission-
ary women, opened the door to hear
music blaring throughout the house.
However, soon after that she read a
comment by a minister who advised
parents to be ‘“‘enthusiastic about their
ch_i]dren’s enthusiasms.”” Mrs. Graham
sald that she went out and bought one
of her son’s favorite Bill Cosby records
and not only gave it to him but ac-
cepted his invitation to listen to it.
After getting used to the louder sounds,
she discovered that Cosby was a very
funny man!

“You have to bend a little, love a
lot, and you'll learn. . . .. and listening
never goes out of style. We should
pray, even as Solomon prayed ‘give
thy servant an understanding heart’.
Today's standard seemingly is not ac-
cording to the Biblical ‘Thou shalt
HOE: 5 ... ', but instead, ‘why not’?”

She advised having the children bring
their friends home with them. “That
may mean you are a full-time cook
for a few years, but I don’t care who
they are if they are your children’s
friends, they should be welcome in
the home.””

To th_e single women in the audience,
she said “marry someone you don't
mind adjusting to.” To the wives she
said, “adapt yourself to your husband.
Marriage is not necessarily a 50:50
Proposition. It is sometimes 100:0. Wo-
men should not be thinking of what
their husband should be to them but
of what they should be to their hus-
band and his needs and wants. This
might take a realistic look and deter-
mination to change to be a better
cogk,_ more cheerful, more Iloving,
thf"lftl‘er‘. thinner, or a better listener.”

Children need parents who love and
appreciate each other and who love
and appreciate them.” She suggested
tha% parents ‘‘pray continually and
praise their children every day.” She
quoted Psalm 37:4 “Delight thyself also
1_2 the Lord: and he shall give thee

e desires of thine heart.” Also she
remlndgd us that man’s chief end is
to glorify God and to enjoy Him for-
ever.

After these numerous presentations
of real soul searching and mind ex-
bansion, we could conclude that wo-
men must he AWARE and must ACT

In our unique role “ of
God.” as ‘‘channels

M_rs. Delmar 1., Wesseler is a house-
wife from Lorraine, Kansas. She and
her husband attended the U. 8. Congress
on  Evangelism in Minneapolis.
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BY MRS. HERBERT HILLER,
Woodside, New York,

President Woman’s Missionary Union

Mrs. Richard Schilke, the congenial
wife of our General Missionary Secre-
tary, is @ busy lady. Besides being
the mother of four, she is a reception-
ist in a doctor’s office and secretary
of the missionary guild in her Forest
Park Church. She loves to sew and
is adept at flower arranging. M?"S-
Schilke shares some inspirational
thoughts with us on

THANKSGIVING
Mrs. Richard Schilke

Thanksgiving - for many of us the
word brings a mental picture of a late
autumn holiday, a large gathering of
relatives and friends invited to share
a luscious turkey dinner and possibly
a big league football game, after hfﬂ’-
Ing attended a special church service.
There is nothing wrong with having an
appointed day or season in which we

ecome consciously aware of the many
reasons we have for being grateful

More important it is, however, to
cultivate a moment-by-moment, day-
by-day attitude of Thanks-living. AS
we read the pages of God’s Word we
find much encouragement and admo-
hition for this kind of a heart attitude.
Ephesians 5:20 says ‘‘And in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, give thanks
EVERY DAY for EVERY T_HING'tg
our God and Father.” Colossians 3-},,
says “And be filled with gratitude
(New English Bible).

Let us pause to be
The new day that never
Life - physical life, health and_

and even more for Eternal life,

gift to us in Christ;
The Beauty of the earth and all thg

wonders in it, from the towerl;lzz

majesty of mountains and the Suufv

ing swell of oceans, to the 8277

wings of a butterfly as it floats gltt?er'

fully from one blossom 10 ancsh 1'13
Our ability to see, to hear, to & SO

these bounties of nature;

he places where we live,
are at home and safe,

learn how to share and 10

Stand o nother;
People Wéleh;ve learned to trust, and

OWhtl) trust us; i A

*Ople wh ver let us

lieve in Ouge\vhen we fail, and ;}T;Ot

help us over rough places, SO o

We may in turn help others y

heed us.

Let us resolve anew that the ddE:?e\E
8ratitude of our hearts will fin se‘l‘-
Pression in lives of willing, haPPy hard
Vice whereyer we are. MrS. Ric

Schilke, Forest Park, IIl.
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A
‘.
&
5

L)
: /f
2\ V%

grateful for:
fails to come;
d strength,
God’s

where we
where we
under-

n, who be-

Baptists Defend Church

Property Tax Exemption

HURCH CLAIMS for tax
exemption of church property must
pe based on (1) religious liberty or
(2) equality and equity, accoydmg to
a policy statement of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs.

The Committee approved its state-
ment on the taxation of church pro-
perty at its semi-annual meeting in
Washington, D. C. on Octobext 7. In
its action the Committee made it glear
that it was speaking only for itself
and not for other Baptist bodies.

However, the tax policy statement
was referred to the Baptist conven-
tions and conferences that sponsor the
Baptist Joint Committee for their study
and response. . h

The Baptist Joint Committee is com-
posed of members from the American
Baptist Convention, the Baptist Gen-
eral Conference, the North .Amencan
Baptist Convention, the Baptist Feder-
ation of Canada, and two National Bap-
tist Conventions. C. Emanuel Carlson
is the executive director. ) h

The Baptist agency made its policy
statement as it looked to the prepara-
tion of an amicus curlae_(frlend of
the court) brief to be sgbmltted to the
U. S. Supreme Court in a case now
before it in the taxation of church
pl'?‘ﬁzrtgupt'eme Court will soon hgar
arguments on the case (Frederick
Walz v. Tax Commission of the C_lty
of New York) in whi'ch tax exemption
for church property 1s cha}]lenged:

The Baptist Joint Committee pointed
out in its statement that churches and
denominations genera_lly have acce.pFEd
tax exemptions “without examining
either the legal or ethical reasons be-
hind them or thho’ut attempting to
establish a rationale’ for tax pOl',EICIES.

It was in an effort to st.ate a “clear
rationale” that the Committee approv-

ed its policy statement.

A STATEMENT OF POLICY ON
THE TAXATION OF CHURCH
PROPERTY

aim which churches may make
fof ngx(;nption fro_m the payment of
taxes or for special tax status must
be based on either (1) the concept of
religious liberty, or (2) the concepts

of equality or equity.

Religious liberty:
igi iberty 1 ranteed
eligious liberty 1s guaran
b}-thl(} First and Fourteenth Amend-
"’ents of the Constitution. That free-
33}111 may be limited by government

only when there is overwhelming evi-
dence that a failure to limit would
result in serious danger to the health,
safety, morals, or general welfare of
the people of a state or the entire
nation.

2. Religious liberty is a wvital part
of the legal heritage of this nation. It
is also an equally vital part of the
personal, emotional, and intellectual
life of the citizens of this nation.

3. The ability of government to tax
certain church property, such as that
used for religious purposes, could at
least hinder or prosper particular reli-
gious movements or manifestations.
Religious liberty requires that there
be few hindrances on churches as they
attempt to achieve the purposes for
which they have been organized and
that whatever limits are imposed must
be in the spirit of the First and Four-
teenth Amendments. Religious liberty
does not demand, however, the tax
exemption of all church property and
activity.

4. Among historically practiced ex-
emptions difficult to justify on the
basis of religious liberty though some
may be exempt on the basis of equal-
ity and equity are the following:

a) engaging in business projects un-
related to religious concerns, with
income tax and property tax exemp-
tions, in competition with private
enterprise
b) ownership of real property which
produces income but which is not
taxed for local governmental services
¢) claiming of tax exemption for
property which is used for personal
residence

d) long-term holding of real property

on a tax exempt basis for capital

gains.

5. Where the value of services ren-
dered by government to a property is
ascertainable churches should make
payment for those services.

Equality and equity: (Equality refers
to sameness and equity denotes
fairness).

1. Churches, in operating such pub-
licly standardized services as schools,
children’s homes, hospitals, pension
boards, etc., should be given equality
in tax privileges with other nonprofit
organizations rendering the same so-

cial services to the community.

2. The freedom of churches to bhe
active in social ministries without be-
ing handicapped by tax burdens that

(Continued on next page)
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© The Rev. Copeland has resigned
from the First Baptist Church, Lodi,
(Calif. His future plans are not known.

® The Rev. Arnold Friez has become
the pastor of the First Baptist Church,
Appleton, Minn. He previously served
the Temple Baptist Church of Lem-
mon, S. D.

@ Mr. Merv Noah has resigned from
the First Baptist Church of Mott,
N. D., to become the superintendent
of a home for the aged in Hettinger,
N 1.

® The Rev. and Mrs. Richard Raben-
horst, missionaries in Brazil, announce
the birth of a son, Marcus Jon, born
Oct. 7, 1969.

@ Students and faculty members of
the North American Baptist Seminary
in Sioux Falls, S. D., expressed their
concern for the war in Vietnam by
a public forum which conducted Wed-
nesday morning, October 15. .

The forum, moderated by a senior
student gave members of the student
body and faculty an opportunity to
engage in a serious discussion of the
moral dilemma.

A special Stewardship Lecture
Series, originally scheduled for Tues-
day and Wednesday of this week, was

TAX EXEMPTION

(Continued from page 19)

are not applicable to comparable pub-
lic or other private nonprofit agencies
is an important principle of equality.

3. In the event that complete equal-
ity is wunfair, churches should seek
to achieve equitable treatment.

4. Exemption from taxation on the
basis of servieces rendered requires a
commitment to the common good
rather than to a selective religious
ministry or to a program of religious
reeruiting,

The dignity of man requires a free
exercise of religion that includes the
free conscience and the free church.
These are not incongruous nor incom-
patible, but are, rather, vitally inter-
dependent. The fulfillment of man’s re-
ligious potentials, bhoth personal and
corporate, should be excluded from the
taxing competence of the state.

Where religious compassion for fel-
lowmen is genuine, it is not sectarian
nor biased on such social categories
as race, national origins, or group af-
filiations. Service to others should not
be taxed simply because it is rendered
by religious agencies,
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postponed in lieu of student interest
and initiative, to express their con-
victions with respect to the Vietnam
Moratorium.

Other activities planned by students
and faculty members, included a Chap-
el Service on Tuesday in which stu-
dents were urged to exercise their
citizenship rights by writing to their
senators and congressmen.

Students were also invited to join
various lectures and discussion oppor-
tunities at nearby Augustana and
Sioux Falls College campuses.

Classes were not suspended, but
several students met during class
periods for prayer.

A Communion Worship Service in
the Seminary Chapel at 9:00 pm.
climaxed the day’s activities. The

service, open to students, wives and
faculty members, dramatized the fact
that while there are differences of
opinion with respect to the Vietnam
war, there is a unity of Christian con-
cern for the problem.

of Anaheim Stadium (Ancheim, California) Sundg, Fow. X
Evangelist Billy Graham delivers his final sermon of Qﬁernoon tanqg &

® Mrs. Frank H. Woyke, 58, and her
mother, Mrs. Anna Jacopian, 84, were
slain on Oct. 22, 1969, in Oak Park,
I1l. Held in connection with the slaying
is Frank H. Woyke, Jr., 26, the son
of Dr. and Mrs. Frank H. Woyke. Dr.
Woyke is an associate secretary of
the Baptist World Alliance, Washing-
ton, D. C.

The Kkillings apparently oceurred
about 2:45 am. in the Oak Park Arms
Hotel, Oak Park, Ill., in which the
Woykes and Mrs. Jacopian were stay-
ing. Some time during the evening,
it is reported, the son left the hotel.
After waiting in vain for his return,
Mrs. Woyke and Mrs. Jacopian retired
to their room and Dr. Woyke to his.
Dr. Woyke, who went to sleep, was
unaware of the event until alerted by

the police. The apparent cause of
death was by beating.

Through telephone conversations
Dr. and Mrs. Woyke had become con-
vinced that their son was seriously ill.
They had come to take him home for
medical examination and professional
care, He had remained in the Chicago
area when the family moved from
their former home in Forest Park,
I, two years ago.
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Our Churches in Ation

BAPTIST BRETHREN CHURCH IS DEDICATED

WINNIPEG, MAN. The Baptist Brethren, Chureh is one
of the younger churches of our denC’_Iﬂich ik SHETEE et
problem was our old church building W hing house of God.
to serve the purpose of a well-funCFlowe decided to build
Under the guidance of the Holy Spil‘ltwe had our ground-
a new church. On February 16, 1969,0 July 2_0,] we dkedl—
breaking service. Five months latel) spe s%&;:;?onfgsa =
cated the new church to the Lord- #r01 tavin. The Rev.
of the day were Dr. A. S. Felberg o5 o gave the dedi-
the Rev. A. Hart from St. Cathari® (ar¥’ followed in the
William Sturhahn, our district sec? elbew
cation prayer in English, and Dr.
German language.

The interior of the church is pictured. (Reinhold Wilde,
pastor.)

BIFBER INSTALLED AS NEW PASTOR

JAMESBURG, N. J. The
Rev. Karl E. Bieber was in-
stalled as the new pastor
of the First Baptist Church,
Jamesburg, N. J., on Sun-
day, Sept. 14, during the
morning worship  service.
The Rev. Rubin Kern, east-
ern district secretary, de-
livered the message entitled
“A Man of Understanding”
taken from Ezra 8:18. Rev.
Kern also presided at the
The Rev. and Mrs. Karl Bieber installation service, giving

and family. the charge to Rev. Bieber
and the congregation.

A special welcoming ser-
vice was held in the evening
and was attended by many

invited guests from sister churches in the Atlantic
Conference.

To close the day’'s activities all were invited to the
Fellowship Hall for refreshments and to personally greet
our pastor, his wife Frances, twin daughters Carlene and
Cathleen, and sons Timothy and Mark.

The Rev. Bicber is the former pastor of Zion Baptist
Church, Okeene, Okla.,, where he served for eight years.
He was born in Mowata, La., He earned a B. S. degree
at the University of Southwestern Louisiana, a B.D. degree
and an M.R.E, degree at the North American Baptist
Seminary, Sioux Falls, S. D. (Marguerile Lee, reporter.)
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CENTRAL BAPTIST HOLDS VBS

EDMONTON, ALTA. August 11-24, our church «as
able to have a VBS. There was a staff of over 35 dedicated
workers who put the theme “Let's Go With Christ,” into
action. Our facilities were packed with a total enrollment
of 208. The closing program was held on the 24th. A film
91‘ t'!lC school in action brought back many memories ang
inspired others as to the importance of this Unde!‘taking.
(Miss Jordis Schamuhn, reporter.)

HARVEST AND MISSION SUNDAY OBSERVED
BY ASHLEY CHURCH

ASHLEY, N. D. The Annual Harvest and Mission Fest
was held at the Ashley Baptist Church on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21. As guest speaker we were privileged to have
Dr. J. C. Gunst of Minneapolis, Minn., in the forenoon, ang
the Rev. Emanuel Wolff, chaplain of our Baptist Home in
Blsmarck,_ N. D, in the evening.

The mixed _choir, men's chorus and others enhaneeq
the services with their messages in song.

The total amount of the offering was $6,713.39.

The Rev. Etan Pelzer is pastor of the church. (Mrs.
Carl Fischer, reporter.)

ASHLEY CHURCH HAS LONG SUCCESSFUL
MEMORY PROGRAM

ASHLEY, N. D. The Ashley Baptist Church Sunday
School has been actively engaged in the Scripture Mem.
orization Program for fourteen years. Our church has peen
honolrer] by having nineteen young people complete thege
requirements, three of whom were honored Sunday evening
September 29, having completed nine years of memoriZatiori
and are the “Grand Prize Winners” of this year.
an'(l;l1€v ;l:]x(";_;le Sgg}a:gg;tes are Candace Haas, ‘Kenneth Heypel
Each received a letter of congratulations and a certificate
of recognition from the office at Forest Park and a Riple
from the church.
Mrs. Emil Sayler is the director of the program,

The Rev. Etan Pelzer is pastor of the church
Carl Fischer, reporter.) : * R

NINE ARE BAPTIZED IN SPRINGSIDE CHURCH

SPR_INGSID_E. SASK. Nine young people followeq the
Lord in baptism upon confession of their faith Sunday
morning, August 31, in the Springside Baptist Churcl
ofrﬂl;leloRe!V: Robert R. Hoffman then extended the hand
Service.ws Up to them and we all joined in the Commypion
5 The fline new members include: Elaine Breitkreuz, Egther

lze{tkleuz, Herbert Breitkreuz, Marvin Breitkreuz, Royal
gml“}kl‘e{lZ, Gwen Eichhorst, Allan Lowe, Arran Puliman,

loria Tillman. (Mrs. June Pinder, reporter.)

SEMINARY TRIO PRESENT NCERT IN
EBENEZER cmmcfr SERENE

LEHR, N. D. “Those Certain Sounds”—Rick Laser, Rudie
Matheuszik and Mark Hildebrand from the North American
Baptist Seminary rendered a musical program in the
Ebel?ezet‘ Baptist church on Tuesday evening, August 5.
] 'M!ss Helen Knoll has interrupted her college vear to
join Gods’ Volunteers.

Sunday, September 28, the church observed “Promotion
Day” with a program during the Sunday school hour.
Ar_nong the group who received their awards were two
ngh School Juniors, Mary Beth Miller and Lynette Ketter-
ling. They completed nine years of Scripture Memory Work.

The Rev. Len Strelau is pastor of the church. (Mvs.
John Kranzler, reporter.)
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FOSTER AVE. CHURCH OBSERVES
PROMOTION SUNDAY

CHICAGO, ILL. Promotion Sunday marked the beginning
of the new Sunday school year at the Foster Avenue
Baptist Church. Paul Schroeder, General Superintendent,
announced that the theme for the coming year is taken
from Deuteronomy 31:12: “Gather the people together,
men, and women, and children, that they may learn and
fear the Lord.”

Pictured are those pupils who received Scripture Mem-
ory Awards. Those who were old enough and chose to
attend a church camp were awarded a certificate toward
camp expenses. The others received a gift certificate
redeemable at our Roger Williams Bookstore.

The Rev. Clarence Walth is pastor of the church.
(Beatrice Scroggin, reporter.)

WILLOW RANCHO CHURCH OBSERVES RALLY DAY

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. October 5, 1969, at Willow
Rancho Baptist church was a big success.
During the Sunday school hour, we had the privilege

of having Radio recording star, Margie Hardisty of the
“Secret Hideout” program, which is heard nation-wide
over Family Stations, Inc. "))

She portrayed the different personalities of the “Secret

Hideout Gany.” ) )
Margie performed several numbers with her nine-year-

old daughter. ) ,
Several decisions were made to accept Christ as Savior.
Margie also performed during the evening worship hour

with a sacred concert. (Mrs. Jane Filler, reporter.)

WILLOW RANCHO CHURCH HOLDS
COMMITTEE RETREAT

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. Willow Rancho Church held
their first Committee Retreat at Woodleaf, California,
Young Life Camp.

We had 48 persons representing the Board and Com-
mittees of the church.

The aim of the Retreat was to evaluate the purpose and
mission of the church.

The group felt the priorities for this church within the
next few months are as following: A full time Youth Di-
rector, A shepherd Care Program, A Person to Person
Evangelism Program.

Those who attended felt a Study Committee should be
appointed to restudy our church structure, as to the over-
lapping of responsibilities, developing job description and
revising the Constitution if necessary.

Enlarging the Boy's Brigade, Teen Center and Electives
Studies for the adults in the Sunday school were also dis-
cussed.

The Rev. Arthur Brust is the pastor of the church.
(Mrs. Jane Filler, reporter.)

THE BONUS YEARS. By Thomas
Bradley Robb, Valley Forge, Pa. The
Judson Press. $4.50
Although the author’s first chapter

gives a fairly accurate estimate of the

scope of the aging problem, he makes

BOOK

=

REVIEWS

by B. C. Schreiber

A CHURCH WITHOUT PRIESTS? By
Jacques Duquesne, New York, N. Y.
Macmillan Company. $4.95.

Although this is a frank presenta-
tion of the Catholic Church and the
priesthood, it would be advisable to
make an honest appraisal of conditions
and problems facing the present Prot-
estant ministry. There is a serious
“clergy crisis” in bhoth camps.

Catholic statistics are very convine-
ing. In France, about a century ago,
there were 1,500 priests ordained
every year. Since 1960 the number of
ordinations has dropped to 550. In
Belgium, seminary enrollment has de-
creased by 35 per cent; Spain, 30 per
cent; Germany and Austria ahout 10
per cent. Latin America is poorly
staffed. It would require 100,000 ad-
ditional voeations to assure the people
of one priest per 5,000 adherents. In
comparison the United States is still
in a healthy state, but the signs of a
crisis is already apparent. No wonder
the author’s question is so reievant:
“Tomorrow, a  Church without
priests?”

Charles Davis, England’s leading
Ca_lholic theologian, who left the
priesthood, married and is now profes-
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sor of religious studies at the Univer-
sity of Alberta, has this to say about
the present erisis: “The official church
is racked by fear, insecurity and
anxiety, with a consequent intolerance
and lack of love.”

Davis’ opinion, with that of thou-
sands of others who decide to hecome
laicized, is looked upon as suspect, be-
cause someone always exclaims:
“There’s a woman behind the scene.”

Marriage, of course, is a problem for
many. But there are other occupa-
tional diseases: loneliness, subjection
to authority, neurosis, phychosis. Emc-
tional break-downs are too numerous
to mention. There is also the sericus
problem of what to do when leaving
the priesthood, It is worth pointing
out that more priests become Protest-
ant ministers than vice versa.

The author believes that a candi-
date ought to have a choice between
the two states of life—marriage or
celibacy.

His proposals for establishing work-
er and professional priests and a
super-parish may sound a little ideal-
istic, but as Mr. Duquesne indicates,
these are offered for what they are
worth.

clear that aging itself should not be
viewed as a problem any more than
infancy, adolescence or maturity are
problems. The aged, he says, are not
problems; they are people, However,
he cannot evade the fact that there
are problems or else there would be
no point in writing the book.

As a matter of information and
understanding, he reviews the national
trends since 1790. Statistics, of course,
do not solve the problem, but they
let us know where we stand. The age
group of 65 years and older has in-
creased at such an enormous rate that
they affect our political, economic and
social order.

The church is the one institution
that combines service to the total
person with concern for the whole
society. Here the aged person bhecomes
more emotionally involved than any-
where else, The chapter on the role
of the church is therefore significant
particularly to the Christian. The
author presents the problem and the
way to a solution: how to begin and
what kind of program to present.
Guidelines are described in which
answers may be sought.

The book is directed not so much
to administrators of homes for the
aged as it is to ministers and leaders
J:n the local church who have an active
interest in the problems of older peo-
ple who are still active enough to he
challenged to do some ereative work.
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MARIE MUEHLETHALER
of Elgin, Iowa

Mrs. Marie Muehlethaler was born Decem-
ber 14, 1885 in Elgin, Iowa. She received
Christ as her Savior and was baptized at the
age of 12, and became a member of the
First Baptist Church of Elgin. She was
superintendent of the Primary Department
for approximately 35 years.

On June 22, 1910, she married Fred
Muehlethaler. Mrs, Muehlethaler worked by
her husband's side in_the furniture and
funeral business for 50 years. They cele-
jbra{ggo their Golden Wedding Anniversary
n ]

She passed on to her heavenly reward
September 3 1969, at the age of 83 years.

Her survivors include her children: two
sons, Lorence and Clarence of Elgin; one
daughter, Helen (Mrs. Paul Zurbriggen) of
Elgin; three sisters: Lillian (Mrs, Max Leh-
man) of Elgin, Carrie (Mrs. G. H, Hack-
mann) of Maywood, Ill., Frieda (Mrs.
Thomas Gorgas) of Waterloo, Iowa: seven
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband,
Fred, two sisters and a brother.

First Baptist Church

Elgin, Iowa

ORVILLE H. METH, pastor

LYDIA BIERIG
of Okeene, Oklahoma
Lydia Cornelsen Bierig was born at Fair-
view, Oklahoma, on August 31, 1901. She de-
Il)s?géed from this life on September 17,

She was united in marriage with John
Bierig on November 16, 1921 at Fairview,
Oklahoma. They made their home for the
gislt 47 years on a farm northeast of Okeene,

<la.

Mrs. Bierig professed her faith in Christ
at an earlfr age. She was a member of the
Zion Baptist Church, where she continued
to be active as long as her health permitted.

She leaves to mourn her husband, John
Bierig; one son, Duane, of Tyler, Tex.; two
daughters: Jane (Mrs. Weldon Geis) and
Irene (Mrs. Virgil Nusz) both of Okeene,
Okla., six grandchildren, three brothers:
Ted, Art and Harry Cornelsen, and many
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by one grand-
son, her parents, two sisters, and three
brothers. )

The Reverends Harold Janzen and Bill
Choate officiated.

Zion Baptist Church

Okeene, Oklahoma

MARY CAROLINE WEISERT
of Jamesburg, New Jersey

Miss Mary Caroline Weisert was born_on
April 9, 1886, a long-time resident of New
York City, and passed to her eternal reward
on September 5, 1969. The last thirty-five
vears of Miss Weisert's life were spent in
Jamesburg. Left to_ cherish memories of
her are two sisters: Mrs. Raymond Sigle of
Dayton, N. J., and Mrs, Harley Hasbrook
of Benson, Vt.; two brothers: Emil E. of
Helmetta, N. J., and Willlam N. of Talla-
hassee, F'la., and many relatives and friends.

First Baptist Church

Jamesburg, New Jersey

KARL E. BIEBER, pastor

MRS, BEN SMIT
of Madison, South Dakota
Mrs. Ben Smit born on March 28, 1894 at
Chancellor, S. D., and passed away on_Sep-
tember 28. She married Ben Smit at Chan-
cellor on February 6, 1917. They moved to
Madison from Corona in 1924. Having accept-

ed Christ as her Savior she found great joy
in serving her Lord as a member of the
West Center Street Baptist Church. Sur-
viving besides the widower are two SONSs:
Lester of Madison and Edward, Sioux Falls;
a daughter, Mrs. Henry Zwart, Aurora, IlL.;
a brother, Onnie Klock, Chancellor; ten
grandchildren and three gr_eat—grandchxldren.

West Center Street Baptist Church

Madison, South Dakota

JOTHAN G, BENKE, pastor

GEORGE JUCHT
of Emery, South Dakota

George Jucht was_ born April 29, 1889
near Emery, S. D. He lived on the farm
most of his life until he retired to Emery,
S. D.. in 1960. On February 1, 1927, he was
married to Lydia Schenke of Eureka, S. D.,
She preceded him in death in 1960. He was
converted at the age of 20 _and became a
member of the Plum Creek Baptist Church.
He was a member for 60 years. He passed
away to be with his Lord on August 7.
Those_who preceded him in death were his
wife, Lydia, four sisters, three brothers and
his parents. Those who sorrow and miss him
are two sisters: Martha (Mrs. Ted Lang),
and Alice (Mrs. Wm. Triebwasser); one
brother, Albert. The above all live in Emery,
S. D. He also leaves a host of relatives and
friends.

Plum Creek Baptist Church

Emery, South Dakota

WALTER HOFFMAN, pastor

VIOLET MARIE WIEBE
of Minneapolis, Minnesota

Mrs. Violet Marie Wiebe was born on June
3, 1908, in Hutchinson, Minnesota. She
learned to know the Lord Jesus Christ per-
sonally and followed him in baptism when
she was 12. )

On September 19, 1931, she was married to
Jacob iebe, and God blessed them with
four children.

She was a devoted Sunday school teacher
for many years, and a charter member of
Brook Park Baptist Church until the Lord
took her to his heavenly home on Septem-
ber 22, 1969.

She is_ survived by her husband Jacob;
her children: Roger of Minneapolis, Mrs.
Mary Martin of Arlington, Tex., Mrs. Geral-
dine Peach of Minneapolis, Mrs. Violet
Froese of Mt. Lehman, B.C., her mother,
Mrs. Mary Fratzke of St. Paul, three sisters,
two brothers, 11 grandchildren, and a host
of friends.

Brook Park Baptist Church

Minneapolis, Minnesota

ALFRED GRAMS, pastor

NEWS & VIEWS
(Continued from page 17)

tion on world peace, the group re-
affirmed a statement adopted at their
1968 meeting at Monrovia, Liberia.
It urged that Christians should “quest
longingly for peace at every level as
we foster peace among indi\-‘iduals,_ a-
mong citizens of various countries,
and advocate peace among the world's
governmental bodies.” It further asked
Baptists “to uphold urgently in prayer
all those working for speedy apd Jugt
solutions” to present conflicls In
Vietnam, Nigeria, the Middle Fast
“and other places as well.”

In other action, the meeting noted
the attendance and participation of
delegations from seven Eastern Fu-
ropean countries—Czechoslovakia,
German Democratic Republic, Hun-
%ary, Poland Romania, U.S.S.R., and

ugoslavia,

Five delegates from the U.S.S.R.
brought with them copies of a mnew
Bible and hymn book printed in their
country, Twenty thousand Bibles and
30,000 hymn books were printed.

Baptist groups in two African na-
tions, Togo and Angola, presented ap-
plications for membership in the All-
ance. The application from Togo Waﬁ{
approved, and a tentative appl‘o\_fat
was given to Angola awaiting receip
of further information.
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GROWING GRACEFULLY
By Clarence Walth

YOU ARE going to meet an old person in the
future! Up ahead. . .ten, twenty, thirty years from now,
you'll meet this old gentleman, or lady, and I want you
to be ready. If the one you meet is a woman, she may
be a kind, gracious, attractive woman that has grown old
gracefully. Or, she may be a bitter, disillusioned, frustrated
old female without a good word for anybody. If the one
you meet is a man, he may be an influential, thoughtful,
alert fellow, liked by everybody. But what, if instead, he
is a crabby, cynical, dried-up old weasel, who walks with a
chip on his shoulder?

The kind of old person you will meet depends entirely on
you, because that old person will be you. He, or she, will
be the composite of everything you are thinking, saying
and doing today. It's amazing, but you are getting to look
more like yourself each day. The person who sits, soaks
and sours is becoming more and more like himself. Instead,
open your heart more to the person and power of Jesus
Christ. Think more in terms of what you can give and do
for the glory of God. The time to work over that old person
up ahead is while the plastic is still soft. You'll be much
happier to meet someone that has grown old gracefully.
On growing old, Richard C. Halverson says, “It is up to
you. . .you'll have no one else to credit or blame.” Don't
hide your talenis in the ground of despair. . .we want
them put to use in the service of the Lord. “Thou oughtest
therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and
then at my coming I should have received mine own,with
usury” (Matthew 25:27). (Reprinted from the Foster Ave
nue Baptist Church, Chicago, Ill, Newsletter May 30“
1967.) ’ y
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and be

the best Christian

I can be!

I want to live for Christ

ROGER WILLIAMS SCRIPTURE MEMORY PROGRAM

. « . to help them be the best Christians they ean be.

A guided program of memorization for grades one
through nine. Contains explanation and application of
passages. Correlated to Roger Williams Sunday School
Curriculum. The Introductory Kit ($1.15) may be
ordered from Roger Williams Press, 7308 Madison
Street, Forest Park, lllineis 60130.

BAPTIST HERALD
7308 Madison Street
Forest Park, Illinois 60130
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