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The Mean~ng 
of Chr~stmas 

by Paul H. Barkman 

Go with me . 
d 

now mto the realm where tru th moves for 
war steppi fi 1 -h' h ' ng rm y on facts. but with an eye upon a 
hig er goal than even these, and listen to that which I 
ina:e heard; for I have heard weeping in the night. Weep-

"' as one who weeps at death . 
For th · 

row of ~re is none who cares, and each man has a sor-
his own. A nd the sounds of weeping last nigJ1t 

were many d . ' , T h ' many, an 1t was very cold. 
th ere were those who wept because of poverty and 

ere were those who wept because of greed And ' there 
were those h b · ~ · 
that h w o wept ecause war had devastated all 
th t ey had and robbed them of hope. And there were 
~se who wept because there was sickness, and aoony 

~~owdeath. Then there were little children, too sm~ll t~ 
the reaso~s why, who wept for bread. And there 

were men gasping and shrieking as their bodies were 
mangled and t b h h orn y t e a tred and cruelty of other 
me~~t And I heard these cries, and they were many. 
for h these. were not the sobs t~a t caught my attention, 

t ere wc1s another weepmg m the night which wa 
~~~~~r than these ; a weeping that shook the very fou~~ 

b s ~f the . universe itself, and caused the stars to 
~em _le m their light. F or last night I heard no t the 

eepmg of men, but r heard the sobs of God weepino 
not as men we f h · ' "' but . ep - or t e1r own agony and sorrow -

as one who bears the sorrow of them all · weeping 
~s a m~ther who bears within herself the trag~dy of all 
,1er smitten children at once; for He saw more th 
~ny bman could s~e, and He encompassed it all wi th~~ 

IS osom. And .1 t was very dark. A nd it was very cold 
And He saw within the hearts of men wh at others could 

not kn_ow. He saw their hopelessness, and fear He 
saw gu1_lt ~nd shame. He saw hate. And He saw the. mind 
torn w1thm itself - the forces of the person do ing bat-

Dr. Paul F. Barkman is associate professor of psychol
ogy at the Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif. 
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tie within the chambers of the soul. 
Yea, in a sad frenzy 
Between an inner lion and the abyss, 
Deep calls unto deep, 
And inner voices 
Shriek aga inst the shrouded canyon walls. 
"Which way? Which way? Which way?" 

And God heard, and wept. 
But God saw even more for H e saw sin - hard as 

ice, c.ruel as a sword, relentless and ever present. That 
negative alchemy that has taken the oold of men and 
turned it into lead, which has satur;ted the veins of 
men's bodies and souls, and the society which the_Y h.ave 
created, and put all creation in groa ning sub1ectio~. 
Th.at eternal blight that does not so m uch destroy as it 
twists, and warps, and makes horrible; th at does not blot 
out men's consciousness but leaves an eternal horror. 
And if you listened with me last night you heard - in 
~ h~ long .. cold night; in the long, da rk night - God cry
m"' out m t~e darkness and saying, " Turn ye, turn ye 
from your _ev il way; for why will you die, 0 house of Is
rael, 0 ch1_ld of man?" " In returning a nd rest shall ye 
be saved; m quietness and in confidence shall be your 
strength:. and ye would not. " And God wept. F rom His 
compassionate heart there fell drops, "as it were gre~t 
drops of blood" that fell upon a cold ea rth . A nd their 
pu nty was su.ch that they froze into white crystals of 
snow - beaut iful because of the ir source, and yet pow
erless to water the earth ; un able to nourish the plan t for 
~ood , or to bring earth's seed to flower . F o r on the earth 
it was cold. It was very cold a nd dark. 

And then God sent a sta r. A morning star. A bright 
and morning sta r. And wise men foll owed it th rough 
the cold a~d cruel world until they came unto a lig~t 
th.a t shone in dark ness . And he sent a voice on angel 5 

wmg, _a nd humble folk followed it, a nd fo und the a nswer 
of w~ich . they spoke to all they knew. And God ~ent a 
promise m the frail body of a c hild And when it ap
peared in the temple fa ith that feeds on the substance 
of thino ti ' ' < d h 'nos "'s 1at yet shall be, and sees truth beyon t 1 0 

th~t now appear, took up that babe in its a rms and 
said " M" · the ' me eyes have seen thy salvation." And in f 
~cmple there was the no ise of win os a nd the scent 0 

mcense, and the hush of the sacred 
0

p~esence in the holy 
place. 

f _B ut the only ones to whom the Babe had come were .a 
aithful man, a nd a mother who " Hid all these things in 

her heart," and an old m an and an o ld woman - 100 
01? to ca re for the sparkle of 'life too old to matter in tl~e 
thmcrs o f · . ' 1 ,.,., 1n "' practical importance. And all about t 1eu• 
the temple were the sounds of busyness busyness, busy-
ness N t. f . ' N on-

. 0 ime o r H im. No room in the inn. 0 c 
~~rn . Not hatred , just no room. A nd in the temp1:: 

ere was the selling of doves and sheep for o tfenno ' 
3;;d the Lamb of God went unheeded. A nd there wa~ 
~ ed changmg of money for tithes to oive to the priests , 
dn the Ann . t d f "' d .t was b . . om e o God was passed by. An 1 

usy, and it was cold . 

~ut indi fference d id not last for long for soon there weref 
voices to . ' · o cry out agamst Him . T here was the voice 

Herod, who sought the young child's life so that he might 
keep a material crown and selfish power. A nd then the 
priests, so that they might keep their own posit ions a nd 
their own material advantage. And then the voices of 
more and more, that swelled into a mult itude and cried , 
"Away with this man"; "Crucify him!" "We will not 
have th is m an to rule over us!" There was the trample 
of booted feet, and the sound of the fi st and whiplash, 
a nd the sickening sound of the hammer that na iled hope 
on a tree; that rejected the divine visita tion. 

A nd I heard God weeping, "Jerusalem. Jerusalem , how 
oft would I have gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not!" A nd it was dark, and it was very, very dark ; and 
it was cold. And paradoxically, in the da rkness, I heard 
God cry, "Ho, every one that thjrsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and 
eat ; yea come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price." And I thought I saw the herald angel 
standing beside God, with the withered text of h is m a
jestic appearance in his hand, gazing in unbelief and sor
row upon the scene, and repeating to himself in won
der, "For unto you is born a Savior. A sav io r. A savior." 
And I thought I felt the tears of God fa ll about me (all 
unheeded ) , as the snow- tenderly, a nd pure, a nd cold. 

I heard weeping last night. And I read in the gospel 
of him who leaned upon His bosom that, " He came u nto 
his own and his own received him not." Behold, I still 
stand at the door a nd knock : if a ny ma n hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him and will sup 
with hi m, and he with me." 

T hen, suddenly, I walked no more in vis ion. I looked 
upon today. T his day of this year. And my soul almost 
laughed with relief, and I said , "But we know better ; we 
understand. T o us is the message of the ages fu lfilled , 
as the prophets and the gospels have spoken. Our time is 
not like Bethlehem , for on every lam p post a nd in every 
window He is known by name and is welcomed ." But you 
know what I saw. I found that it was only His name 
they honored. T here was joy in the commercial places, 
just as there was in Bethlehem, but no room for Hi111. I 
sa id , "Surely, we understand better in our time ; we who 
know that the apostles were so wrong about a material 
k ingdom ; we who understand, a nd almost smile a t , the 
mob which tried to make Him king because H e fed them 
bread upon the hillside!" But as I said so, l heard God 
weeping. A nd the weeping of yesterday had not ceased. 
And the voice said , " Wherefore do you spe nd money fo r 
that which is not bread? and your labo r for that which 
satisfie th no t? l ncline your ear unto me, hear, and your 
soul shall live; and I will make with you an everlasting 
covenant, even the sure mercies o f David." And I heard 
the voice of old, and I heard me n say, " When saw we 
thee naked, or hungry, or cold? When d id you knock at 
our door and we put you as ide in a stable?" But as 
they said so , there was busyness ; much, much busyness ; 
and it was cold . 

O nce again I turned to the temple - the temple where 
His own people today, the Church. go to worship - peo
ple who know all that the prophets a nd the apostles 

have sa id before; unto whom the purpose of God 's eter
nal gift is clearly known. And I found th at once again, 
li ke the children of I srael, when they had been redeemed 
from the bondage of slavery, nevertheless, yearned for 
the flesh pots of Egypt with sensual desire, so the Church 
in this time had built to itself a god of tinsel who should 
represent their ma terial lust, and they had fa llen down 
before it and worshiped it. A nd I saw the bride of 
Christ , upon this His day, give her attentions to another, 
a nd leave Him standing outside the door and weeping. 
Yes, the church of C hrist! T he church of Christ, who 
should say, " How beauti ful .. . are the feet o f him that 
bringeth good tid ings, that publisheth peace . . . that 
sayeth unto Zion, "Thy God reigneth! " But at th is time, 
when there should have been the shouting of the evan
gel; a saying that the Savior is born ; a tell ing that one is 
come to give redemption from the tragic sin of men ; a t 
this time there is. instead , the rattle o f paper, and the 
changing of money, and the selling of sheep and oxen in 
the temple, a nd progra ms in that holy place, a nd busy
ness, and busyness, busyness, busyness. 

What more appropriate activity could the church of 
Christ have at th is season than a series of meetings in 
which it procla ims loudly, "For God so loved the world, 
tha t He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlast ing 
li fe." But I saw the evangelists go home at Christmas. 
And I saw some " fool" try to arrange an evangelistic 
meet ing over the Christmas holidays and the good peo
ple of the temple too busy about good things. A nd I 
shuddered, fo r it was cold. a nd it was dark. 

And I looked at myself, " Jest . . . when I have 
preached to o thers, I myself should be a castaway." And 
I looked upon myself with fear, and I asked m yself, " Are 
there g ifts because there is joy, o r is there joy because 
there are gifts?" A nd I saw God looking at m e, saying, 
" Come." And there was no vengeance in His eyes as He 
looked at me, but there was a sob in His throat as H e 
said, " Behold, I stand at the door a nd knock ; if a ny man 
will open ... I will come in." 

A nd this, for God, is the meaning of C hristmas - "Be
hold I stand at the door, a nd I k nock, and I a m ready, 
and I have a gift. and l have bea uty for ashes." What is 
the meaning of C hristmas for me? 

" F or in th is world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive H im still 
T he dear Christ enters in." 

"I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
'Come unto me a nd rest ; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast.'" 

I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad ; 
I found in Him a res ting place, 
And He has made me glad. " 

T his is what Christmas means to me. What does Christ
mas mean to you? 0 



by W erner Waitkus 

It was with more than the usual 
amount of fear and trembling that ad
ministration and faculty of the North 
American Baptist College faced the 
1970-71 school term. Not only are 
two-thirds of the 121 students new
comers, but on the administrative side 
the percentage of new faces is even 
greater. In fact, with the exception of 
the comptroller, Miss Irene Fiege, 
there are all new faces: a new Presi
dent, Dr. Joseph Sonnenberg; new of
fice personnel; a new librarian; a new 
superintendent of grounds; a new ma
tron; and last but not least new cooks. 
Even among the faculty change is in 
evidence. Missing for this year is Prof. 
E. B. Link, being on sabbatical leave 
and studying in Victoria, B.C. Prof. A. 
Rapske is studying at the University of 
Alberta and is only available for half
time duty. The new addition to the 

Professor Werner Waitkus teaches 
Theology, Philosophy and German Lit
erati/re at the North American Baptist 
College, Edmonton , A lta., Canada. 
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faculty is Prof. A. Penner who heads 
the music department. Mr. D. Fol
lack, the Rev. R. Hohensee, and the 
Rev. A. Wilcke serve as part-time in
structors. 

In view of such discontinuity with 
the past it was perhaps quite reasonable 
to expect some "ordeal of change" for 
at least some weeks. However, the first 
major event of the current school year, 
a week-end retreat to Sylvan Lake, Al
berta, quickly dispelled such expecta
tions. A flexible program, allowing am
ple time for play and fellowship, fea
tured lively discussions, fi re-side medi
tations, and orientation lectures. In the 
relaxed camp atmosphere a spirit of 
willingness and cooperation began to 
emerge. Somehow everyone seemed to 
have gained confidence, and we have 
it on the authority of Mr. Eric Hoffer 
that such confidence in self and others 
can turn the shock of change into the 
challenge of opportunity. The days at 
camp were marred somewhat by one 
regrettable incident of faculty brutal
ity: the traditional volleyball game 
featuring the "Faculty Ficklefingers" 
versus the "Student All-Stars" ended in 
another debacle of the latter. It was 
again a case of sheer persistence and 
heroic stamina outlasting acrobatic art
istry and finesse. Or was it a piece of 
delicate student diplomacy? 

The fall convocation on Sept. 8, 
marked the official opening of the 
1970-71 term. The highlights of the 
worship service were Prof. A : Penner's 

musical rendition and the convocation 
address by Dr. J . Sonnenberg entitled 
"What Can You Expect From Life?" 
After the service it was "open ho use" 
and an hour of fellowship with many 
friends of the College. 

Of the 121 students, 18 are enrolled 
in the Bachelor of Theology program 
and 13 in the Bachelor of Religious 
Education program. T here are 87 stu
dents from Canada and 30 from the 
United States. International flavor is 
added by one student from Hong Kong, 
one from Germany, one from Came
roon, and one from India. 

In our day when the cost of higher 
education is a critical factor in the con
tinuing existence of many religious 
schools. the North American Baptist 
College community feels a sense of ob
ligation toward the entire constituency 
of our denomination for its continued 
support. And it feels that this obliga
tion can best be discharged by a deep
ening dedication to academic excel
lence, intellectual honesty, and spiritual 
commitment. D 
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Christian. 
Baptist ... 
Pacifist? 

by David T. Priestley 

• • 

~onversa~ions with young men facing or engaged in mil
itary service or who have completed a tour of duty indi
cate t~at among those of serious Christian commitment 
the~e is a tension between their feelings of loyalty to 
their country and their desire to obey God's will. With 
tr?ubled hea'.ts they submit to the draft or even enl ist 
wit~ the. ~nx 1ous hope that they will never need to use 
their trammg to actually kill anyone. God graciously an
~wers that prayer in some instances - a man is wounded 
m. an ambush in his fi rst assignment in Vietnam and 
shipped home to finish his army tour stateside; a man is 
sent to Germany for two years wh ile the rest of his class
mates a.re sent to South-East Asia; - another never leaves 
the United s.tates at all - but there are more Christians 
who have killed men in South-East Asia the Pac'fi 
No:th Africa and Europe than have been s~ared this 

1

e~~ 
pe:1~nce. And there is no way to estimate the resul tant 
spmtual, .moral and emotional damage. 

The .dilemma. for Christian conscience and national 
loya~ty is complicated for Baptist youth by the fact that 
trad1t1onally Baptists are not a "peace church " and th '. 
young .me~ hav~ taken their place with those' from othe~~ 
denommat1ons m the armed forces without any real en 
coura0 ement f th · h -? . rom elf c urch or parents to consider 
c.onsc1ent1ous objection. There have always been Chr1· s 
t1ans even B t' Ch · · -. . ap 1st nst1ans, who have felt that pac'fi 
~s a necessary m.ark of Ch ristian disciplesh ip. Us~a l~; 
.owever, .evan~elicals give the concept of non-violenc~ 

little cons1derat1on presuming th t 'fi . 
tial to Ch · · ' a paci sm is not essen-

ch 
. . nst1an conduct. Generally, they would sa 

nstians must do ·1·t . y, 
I f m1 ' ary service and as civilians are 

a so ree to use an h · 1 f . . y p ys1ca orce a situation may re quire. -

tra~theh~~le~~i~e.dservdice hl~w .tacitly expects that every regis-
. . si ere t is issue. It recogn· . 

t1ous objection to kill' 0 d 1ses consc1en
honor a , m,,, an war, and draft boards will 
related t::1~~ s r~q1· uest for ~ssignment to civilian jobs un-

e m1 1tary services or to b 
itary duty The Ch . f b non-com atant mil-
to think . d ns ian, a ove all, has a responsibilit 
with pubal~ cho.ose rather than to automatically go alo/g 

1c sentiment. 

The Rev. David Priestley is th . . . 
Baptist Church function c ·1 Ke pasto1 of the Highland 

' 1 y, an. 
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snould parents a 
tl'le.rJ,f the ethical exp nd Ch 

Wb'f'
0

(1e 
0a 17-year-old giv:ess ici l)~te~ 

fism js vf d should a 24, <ll)y Cl t . 
Wh ~no whY. n? Why? Yeat, th t ~~ach that pac1-

y :- " a t10 . . . Cl l Cl4 \~\' . h . t? 
pacifisffl;5sific ve been Christia.n · bee Ii e tl~ tth rn C. n.s · 
for reel (e 11a ]1is followers to s \Vh; l.lse Clti ~ to Chnst;~n 
tory tne ~pectsd biblical reasons Practi bel· tls1der I apptlyh·s~ 
Ch · t e <100 'b' . fa ce 1 'lroug 1ou 1 

ns re c'i.:s responsi ility bef t th· t\ l:!ved that Jesus 
there ~ f 111 h 'II Ot ls Clh . o hOW e WI und e ,...., c ·1-violence · and 
SCIO US • de ers '.l \)h . . ' dec1 ·pture. t<1 nc1 Clq ·1v1ct1on. Con-
must f 5cr1 • the Christian 
parts o cOfVSIDERATIONs <l tiq apply these 

PR!Ofl turn to the biblic 
1 we . a b 

B fore I things must be cJe asis 
e era ar · 

fism, 5e" . article deals Wi th · Clf . . ci-
rl"f1 JS . I psycho! . Chris . C::hnstian pa 

1) ' oph1ca ' og1ca1 a t1q11 
are pf1iJoS J1ich are also valid. "!" c nc1 ""' IJ,, 'fi There 

. VI b'bl' r or th' 'l() "CI sm. 
v1olence sons are I ical and C . e t q_l objections to 
cisive r~a obedience to one's Sa . hr1st, Qht istian the de-

. JS . Vto Clt· ' 
motive acifisrn has applications f r anc1 'ented; and the 

2) P y service. It effects 0 ar bey l ord. 
f ·1·tar 1· ne•s ci... . 

o ~1 1 ent, art, 1teratur.e, games ap ''cl the question 
tertainrfl ·nes one's reaction to ' ne\V Pteciation of en
It deter~Ientifies areas of mora~~y soci:~asts, even to~s . 
sue. J~ cifists are not cowards ; d spiri t or personal is-

3) : conscientious objecto~ e\V at ltal concern .. 
accuse ' courage with Whicl of co\\! my veterans will 

~~~~t~~;tal da?ger totally ~n~r~:J. haveat~~~~; ~~jfct~~~ 
jector is a. pacifist ?Y conv1ct1on; and A conscientious ob
tions require considerable backbo Uncommon convic-

. 1 ( . ne to 
4 ) Non-v10 ence pacifism) and maintain. 

two different concepts. Nor are pa 'fi non-resistance are 
h · CI Sts « 

thetic. T ey are passionately co Passivists," apa-
mercy, righteousness (Amos 5: 24 ~cernect about justice, 
Christians are. They simply reje ; Matt. 23: 23) as all 
to those or any other ends. Thee coercion as a means 
even the threat of death does not ~ chose to love, and 
ing to acti vely transform sin-tw· t deter them from seek
plying the healing power of G~~.e 

1 
relationships by. ap-

tion. s ove under his direc-

5) Paci fist convictions can b . . _ 
tian character and condu t ;~t e d.1v?rced fro~ Chns 
respects must al c · e Chnst1an's life m other 
be ho! so reflect the influence of Christ· he rnust 

y even as the Father is holy (I Pet. l : 15 f. ). 

RAPT!ST HERALD 

THE BIBLICAL BASIS 

A. The Christian pacifist begins with the sixth com-
111a11d111e11t : Y 011 shall 1101 kill. God is the only giver of 
life, and no man dares to take upon himself the authority 
to decide when any life should end. When a man equips 
himself for military action, he is choosing to be the means 
of someone's death. He has assumed for himself one of 
God's rights, even though he may never actually meet an 
opponent or fire his weapon or wound a man. 

Christ, in the Sermon on the Mount, expanded the 
sixth commandment to include hatred and mercilessness. 
For the Christian all coercion and violence (verbal, 
moral and physical) is forbidden; and his reactions to 
violent threats must be peaceable, growing out of a trust 
in God's care for himself and God's Jove for the attacker. 
B. Christ's command to love our enemies is totally un
conditional. We are not excused from loving them when 
we are not loved in return. After all, Christ died because 
God chose to love men regardless of their response ; he 
died while we were his enemies. 

Love refuses to allow anyone to be our enemy; love 
makes every man our neighbor whom we owe such min
istry as he needs and we can give. Love sets us on an 
active campaign to make every man our friend and 
brother in Christ. 

Love is not passive or weak. It actively seeks ways to 
win the other for Christ. Compassion for the thief and 
vandal wi ll not idly allow them to steal and destroy; 
love fo r ou r neighbor will not permit the destruction or 
theft of his property. Love seeks to create justice and 
harmony; above all , love tries to bring men to Christ. It 
may see them to jail fi rst, but it will follow them there 
with compassion and the Gospel. 
C. Christ also co111111anded us to tum the other cheek. 
T he extent to which one applies this principle varies. 
Some would offer no resistance to any attack. Others feel 
that Christian stewardship obliges them, when all else 
apparently fai ls, to resist a threat to life and integrity 
with sufficient force to restrain it, excluding brutality or 
injury to the aggressor. 

To summa rize : the Christian is not passive, neither 
does he coerce. Violence is intrinsically evil; and evil 
cannot rightly be met with counter-evil. God's love and 
power alone will overcome evil. The Christian will not 
take into his hands the means of death for any man. He 
will not allow himself to even desire the harm or death 
of any man, even one who intends to destroy the Chris
tian himself. 

In the selective service system, the Christian either re
quests non-combatant military duty or alternative civilian 
service. In society, by persuasion and example he re
fuses to condone violence anywhere. 

OBJECTIONS 

Many deny that pacifism is a necessary part of Chris
tian discipleship. Three common objections to the paci
fist position are considered here: 
A. "What if everyone were a co11scie11tious objector?" 
T he fea r underlying this question is that since everyone 
is not opposed to violence, the pacifist will be abused. 
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The Christian believes that God's love is more powerful 
tha~ evil, that evil cannot be defeated by evil, and that 
Chnst commands us to suffer rather than to hate or 
harm. The Christian believes that his li fe does not con
sist in what he owns (Lk. 12: 15) and that he must be 
careful to treasure the right things (Mt. 6: 19-21). O ur 
possessions are God's gifts, not the earnin!Zs of our 
strength and cleverness (I Cor. 4: 7) nor ev~n an in
alienable right. Civil freedom, property, even life might 
be forfeited, but none of these events would separate us 
from Chr.ist (Rom. 8:35-39) who is the greatest trea
sure. This may not appear "practical" but Christ and 
the apostles never claimed that faith in him was practi
cal or wise by earthly standards (I Cor. 1: 18-25). The 
question for the Christian finally boils down to : whom 
do you trust? 
B. "Didn't God command the use of force, even of 
cold-blooded killing?" 

. The Old Testament is a record of God's activity in the 
history of man's salvation. There are spiritual overtones 
to every act of violence ordered by God, among them 
the necessity of preserving Israel's identity until the Mes
siah came. Those reasons cannot be paralleled in to
day's world: God h~s not laid Joshua's mantle on any 
modern nation. Chnst, on the other hand, warned that 
those (individuals or nations) who live by the sword will 
die by it (Matt. 26:52). 
C. "Don't we owe our count1y this kind of service? 
Isn·t it part of 'submission to authority ordained by 
God'?" We do not own our country any obedience con
trary to what God requires (Acts 5 :29) . We do our 
country no service by cooperating with its injustice, no 
matter if it is hallowed by patriotism and treaty. If we 
love our country, we must call it to responsibility and 
justice, at home and abroad; we must arouse the con
science. of our. land'. The Christian .owes his first loyalty 
to Clmst and 1s obliged to follow his perfect will. 

CONCL USION 

These are reasons why some Christians refuse com
batant military service or volunteer for alternative civil
ian se:vice. Th.at is why the Christian cannot enjoy vio
lence m entertainment; why he has no sat isfaction in the 
suffering or death of even the most godless and de
praved; wl~y he is disturbed by the t.houghtless accep
tance of v10lence as a part of Amencan life. even in 
play; why he refuses to admit even the word "enemy" 
into his vocabulary. 

Christian youth dare not quickly reject this under
standing of God's attitude to violence and war. Chris
tian parents dare not thoughtlessly allow their children 
to accept the general attitude toward violence. 

Every Christian high-schooler must prayerfully con
sider whether as a Christian he must also be a pacifist. 
f'.very young m~n alrea.dy r~gistercd must honestly con
sider whether his class1ficat1on expresses Christian con
viction or thoughtless conformity. 

And each must do what may not be easy if Christ so 
calls him. But then. through Christ we can do every
thing (Phil. 4:13). D 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Reader: This month begins the 
second year of this column and in the 
next few issues we are printing some 
of your evaluations with comment. 

Dear Sir : After reading the Forum 
column by Dr. Borchert I became quite 
concerned because of its lack of spiri
tual guidance on permissiveness. If I 
read the article correctly it would seem 
that the answer given states that no 
matter what we do we will never be 
perfect. Then the answer becomes 
very vague as to what is right. . .. The 
article ends by tell ing parents that God 
is able to take care of their chi ldren no 
matter wh~t the questionable activity 
may be which they are participating in. 
It may be true that the exact answer to 
the question cannot be found in the 
Word of God but never dare we lower 
the standard which tells us to separate 
~urselves from the worldly things and 
hve a holy life, dedicated to Jesus 
~hri st._ If we tell young people that it 
is all_ right to participate in these world
ly things what is going to cause them to 
change their minds about these things 
when they grow older and become our 
church leaders? I think we have ple nty 
of examples of churches wi th this kind 
of permissiveness that should cause us 
to steer fa r and wide from it. . . . I 
hav~ heard of those coming out of our 
Seminary who see nothing wrong with 
dances and movies. This also is a great 
concern to me. I wonder if this article 
does not show or add proof to the 
looseness there. 

!"'f Y prayer is that we shall never be 
~uilty of lowering the standa rd for our 
lives thus leading men and women 

A ddress letters to : Dean Gerald L 
Borchert, North A merican Baptis; 
Seminary, 1605 S . Euclid Ave., Sioux 
Falls, S.D. 57105 
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astray. Let us hold to a pure holy 
~~~-separated life for Jesus C hri; t. .. . 

Dear G.F.: Let me assure you that I 
am . g~ateful for your interest in the 
Chnstian development of our young 
p~ople . My concern is not the enun
ciating ~f a permissive way of life, I 
~~ calling for responsible Christian 
hvmg and an understanding of young 
people. Having counseled with them 
ac_ross the United States and Canada I 
thmk I know how standards are oft~n 
treated when children are away from 
home. Moreover, you will notice that 
my pers~ective is not one of beratin 
parents hke many are doing tod b g 
ca I b 1· ay, e-

~se e ie~e that the family is the 
~nit upon which a church and a Ch . 
ha~ community must be built. In ~~~ 
budding of strong families we m t 
help OU h' fd US r c I ren to move graduall 
from law to grace and b /' y 
will tak ' e ieve m e that 

e prayer when your childre 
are out at night' Whe I n 
praye I · n speak of 

r am not speaking of it Ii htl 
I learned from m g Y· 

f Y parents the vitality 
o prayer and the sense of . 
their chi ldren Wh'l trust m 

II . i e many of my 
c~ ed good conservative friends so
g~ven rules which I saw broke were 
given love and the . n, I was 

consistent im f 
concerned, trusting but . age o 
ents I not naive par-

. am not against rul 
conviced that that ima e ;s, but I am 
was worth more than :u oh my parents 

Youth . . t e rules. 
is a time of e . 

and of reaction y xpenme nting 
quickly how to ,;con'?~~~ people learn 
as Christian parents teh1re pafrents. We 
P f • re ore mu t 

ray or grace and · d ' s 
them grow into m t ":is om to help 
constructive mannera unt\ 1i n the most 
clusion of the b kpoHssi e. The con-
C/ . . oo ow To B A 

1nst1an Without Be' . . e 
lished by Gospel L' 

1~g R eligious pub
of our Sunday Scho~ t, the_ publishers 
helpful on this po· t material, may be 

If in . 
you sti ll can find 

read it again be my June column 
. . cause I 11 ' 

thmk it's the words of ~ea Y don't 
Remember, I started b a big ba~ wolf. 
legalism of th J y contrasting the 
. e ews with th 

t1ve of Jesus L t e perspec-
. e us try to h I 

young people fi nd the f e p our 
grace of Christ in the res~ness of the 
mixed-up world of . midst of this 
. · 1 mixed-up rul 
soc1a c ustoms which d es and 
one G.L. B. 0 not save any-

Dear Dr. Brochert. I w 
my appreciation fo.r the a,:~ to_ expr~ss 
you answered the qu . Y m which 
security You estion on eternal 
. . · · · · answered the 

t10n m a wonderful wa ques-
y and I do ap-

(Continued on page 35) 

Team 2 Report 

by L arry Plucker 

As the God's Volunteers m ade their 
way to Edmonton, Alta ., many ques
tions flashed across their m inds. Who 
will be on my team? Which director 
will be my director? W ill I be able to 
adjust? Which tour will I be on? 

Within the fi rst week of training at 
the North American Baptist College, 
many of these questions were an
swered. Our purpose and plan of ac
tio n was outlined . We were d ivided 
into Team 1 and Team 2. We of Team 
2 would now like to introduce our
selves to you. 

From White Rock, B. C., comes 
Dave R apske. D ave has spent two 
years at NABC in Edmonto n. FolloW
ing G V's he p lans to return to univer
sity and college in Edmonton to com
plete his B. T h. degree, and he plans 
to eventually enter the miss ion field or 
local church as a pastor. Id 

Ruth Koenigsberg from Sheffie ' 
Iowa, is the team pianist. Last year 
Ruth atte nded the University of North-. ue 
ern Iowa where she p lans to contin 
toward a B.A. degree in eJementarY 
education after G .V. 's. the 

Joanne Pa tzia (Jo-Jo) is from 1 
heart of Canada, Winnipeg, Ma_n. h:r 
a different sense she has pupils 10 

he has 
eyes; for the past two years s Af-
been teaching elementary school. 
ter thi_s year she p lans to pu~sue 1;~ 
education and continue teaching. d. 
the team she serves as music co-or i -

nator. is 
_o _ur group leade r, Vivian Arndtf or 

on gmally from Springside, Sask. ern-
the past three years she has been . 
I -...rABC in 

P oyed as a secretary at i ~ t' Il 
Edmonton. H er fu ture plans are s 

1 

uncertain. Jean 
From Vancouver, B.C., comes d in 

Kohl. Since she previously worke as 
a fin ance company, we chose h~~ing 
our team's treasurer. After atte d as 
the N A BC for o ne year she worke . g 

' F0Jlow1n 
a secretary in Vancouver. to 
her term in Volunteers, she plans 
return to work in Vancouver . S) 

(Continued 0 11 page 
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Let's Get With It 

by Bruce A . Rich 

Why do we kick the church around? 
W hy do we grumble and complain 
about the deacons, the board and in
stitutiona lism? Why do we say the 
church is not relevant, that it's not 
meeting our needs? Why do we excuse 
ourselves from responsibility, duck out 
of services and avoid the pastor? 

N ow let's be objective. Let's analyze 
the situation. W hat's really wrong? 
W hy is the church apparently missing 
its real purpose today? Is it because 
nobody ca res? Nobody wants to take 
responsibility? Nobody wants to get in
volved? W here do you fit in? Who 
are you? Are you nobody? 

I know there are young people con
cerned about renewing the ministry of 
the church . There are laymen and pas
tors praying for and seeking renewal 
in the li fe of their particular church. 
T here are denom inational leaders who 
are earnestly involved in the struggle 
for renewal. But what is at the heart 
of renewal? 

Renewal in the body of Christ is the 
responsibility of each Christian. It's 
you r responsibil ity! lt's my responsibil
ity! You can bring renewal to the fe l
lowship of believers by renewing and 
making vital your own relationship 
with God. 

How? Examine your motives. Are 
you genuine as a believing follower of 
Jesus C hrist? Live to God's glory. 

Evaluate your ambitio11s. Are they 

The Rev. Bruce A . Rich is General 
Secretary o f the Department of Chris
tian Ed11catio11. North A 111 erican Bap
tist Ge11eral Conference . 
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self-determined, or are you being guid
ed by the Holy Spirit? The psalmist 
said, "You (God) will show me the 
path of li fe ." If your amibitions have 
been determined in accord with God's 
word and the H oly Spirit you will ex
perience o pen doors of witness and ser
vice. 

G uard your character. Think on the 
things that are true, pure and whole
some as Paul suggests in Phil. 4 :8. If 
your life is fil led with these qualities it 
will show the beauty and love o f C hrist 
and you will experience spiritual power 
and victory. 

Genuine renewal. or revival, does 
not come apart from repentance, self
examination and new dedication. 

Take ~ look at yourself. Be con
cerned with revival in your own Chris
tian experience. If you Jet God get hold 
of you he wi ll give you a dynam ic wit
ness, radiant living and a new aware
ness of the leading and ministry o f the 
Holy Spirit. 

Let's get with it, and stop hindering 
the excit ing things God wants to do 
th rough us. O 

Thinking of Youth 

by Karen Matthews 

People are not looking into Christian
ity, they are going to occult studies. 
T hey are looking for someone to ac
cept and understand them. T he church 
ministers only to middle-class people . 
T his is why many young people find it 
hard to ident ify with the church. They 
find no way to integrate their social 
concern with the ir spi ritual concern 
within the context of the church. Peo
ple in the church are going to have to 

change. They are going to have to 
take in people who are diffe rent than 
themselves. Really we a re one fami ly. 
Let's accept each other. The young 
people that dress diffe rent tell us that, 
"I can accept your middle class hang
ups if you can accept my hippie dress." 

Individual Christian living is the big 
need today. O 

Miss Karen Matthews is a college 
graduate, from Glendale, California. 

Heres an Idea 
H ave you been keeping in contact with 
those of your fellowship who are away 
at school or in the service? If not, get 
started now for the new year. Select 
one young person to be the recipient of 
your prayers, thoughts, and letters. 
You may select a youth once a month , 
once a week or whatever is necessary 
to include all of them. It may be ad
visable to have two a t a time. Mount 
a picture ,of the young person on the 
bulletin board, above or near th e table 
where the writing materials are laid out. 
Invite young peop le to write a letter, or 
a few lines on a group letter. W hen a 
reply comes back, share it with the 
group. 

Be sure to include the young person 
whom you are writing to in the public 
prayers that day. O 

., 111 send this in 
"M ' /J ill ' . essa zss ~ l radio stat1011 8e down 
to the 1oca ery student ... . I want to 
make sare ev 111 Schoo/ hears 
it!" 
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<?Id Testament Times. By R. K. Har
nson, Grand Rapids, Mich. Wm. B. 
~er~mans. $6.95. The purpose of 
biblical archae~logy is not to prove 
that the Bible 1s true, but to give us 
a better understanding of the lands and 
culture in which the Hebrew nation 
began and developed. It has become 
evident that the people and times of 
the Old Testament cannot and should 
not be studied in isolation from the 
Near Eastern background. Those who 
may have a few doubts about certain 
problematic areas will find thei r fa ith 
supported by archaeological discoveries. 
~hether we like it or not there are 
times when we have a Thomasonian 
~kepticism and say, "Seeing is bel iev
ing." 

Dr. Harrison takes the reader back 
t~ the time of Abraham and traces the 
hi story of Israel, in relationship to the 
Near East, to the Maccabean period. 
. The numerous photographic illustra

t1ons of archaeological discoveries arc 
excellent reproductions. Those who 
have already purchased Merri l Tenny's 
N~W TESTAMENT TIMES wi ll fin d 
this volume a valuable and necessary 
complement. 

Tells, Tom bs and Treasure. By Robert 
T. Boyd, Grand Rapids, Mich. Baker 
Book House. $7.95 . ($6.95 introduc
tory price) 

. For the _sheer pleasure of looki ng at 
~1c~ures. this book is worth its price. A 
limited introduction to Biblical archae
ology can be acquired by examining 
t~e 320 photos and reading the cap
tions: This is not an attempt to detract 
or discourage the student of the B'bl 
from r:ading the book. Actual ly Ith: 
illustrations serve as an incentive to 
learn more about the archaeological 
fi~dmgs which present a survey of the 
h1st?ry of mankind as related to the 
.CSchnpt~re~ from Genesis to first century 

ris!Jan1ty. 

. One of the advantages of this par
t1c~lar volume is the style of writin 
which th: author employs which makeg 
it attractive to the layman as wel l a~ 
the pastor and student. 
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The Chapel at Chu Lai. 

Ministering to the Wounded 
and Dying 
by Curtis J. Wiens 

Working wi th an armored cavalry unit 
in Vietnam is a lesson in the diversi ty 
of war. In the few months that I have 
been with the uni t, we have really 
onl y had one sustained conflict with 
the enemy. We encroached upon his 
domain, and he became quite hostile . 

The Cavalry, in that it travels by 
armored vehicles, has a great fire
power potential. So the enemy hes
itates to tangle with it directly. Hence 
we come under sniper fi re as we travel 
from time to time. 

We do take our casualties, how
ever. Our toll comes by mostly hit
ting mines and booby traps. These 
blow up, hurl ing death and destruction 
very suddenly. And herein comes one 
of my largest and most urgent tasks 
- ministering to the wounded and 
dying. 

My hospi tal ministry to the men is 
of very short duration. Our main hos
pital (91 st Evacuation Hospital) is a 
stabilizing point between the battle 
front and recovery centers located out
s i ~e or Vietnam. It is a fi ne hospital 
with wo_nd_erful. faci lities. But its pri
mary m1ss1on 1s to stabilize wounded 
men so as to move them, mainly to 
Japan. T herefore, the men are generally 
hospitalized here for a very short time. 

Memorial services are a big though 
not keenly sought-after focus of my 

Chaplain Curtis J. Wiens (CPT) is 
one of our North American Baptist 
General Conference chaplains st _ 
tioned in Vietnam . a 

ministry. During my first four mo nths 
I was called on eight separa te times 
to conduct such services. Dea th comes 
fast and furious. It is no respecter o f 
men or rank, as officers. non-com
missioned officers. and enlisted men 
have laid down their lives. 

A Memorial Service, insofar as at
tendance is mandatory here. cannot 
be a fully blown rel igious affair. But 
it is a wonderful opportunity to chal
lenge the men with the mea ning of life 
and death and to share the truth of 
God's Word as it speaks p lainly to 
men. Please join me in prayer that the 
Word might find fruitful soil in the 
lives of men whose lives are many 
times heavy for the com fort of Christ's 
love, but who don 't or won' t rea lize 
that this is their basic problem. 

Shoul d there be any NAB folk who 
have relatives or friends near Chu Lai 
or in the America! Di visio n. please con
tact me. I woul d be happy to a ttempt 
to look them up. O 

A Memorial service ivith Chaplain 
C urtis Wiens standing in the center 
(right). 
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by Bernard Thole 

The newest extension project in the 
Pacific Northwest Association is the 
H azelwood Baptist Church of Au
burn, Wash. It is within two miles 
of Green River Community College 
which has an enrollment of over 
5000 students. 

A new junior high school is being 
constructed less than half a mile 
from the church. The Boeing Com
pany has a plant near Auburn, and 
Weyerhaeuser is presently building 
an office complex west of the c ity. 
There is a great possibility of growth 
for this city of 22,000. 

The property for the Hazelwo~d 
Baptist Church was purchased m 
1968. In 1970 weekly Bible studies 
were begun in homes in th~ Au
burn area w ith the pastors m the 
greater Seattle area leading in the 
study and prayer t imes. Since there 
were no schools or halls available 
for use in beginning services, the 
committee voted to purchase a por
table chapel from an a rea construc
tio n company. T his building is sim
ilar to the portable classrooms used 
by m any school d istricts. However, 
it has the definite look of a church 
w ith colo red glass windows and a 
tower and cross. It contains rest
rooms and some kitchen facilities as 
well as one 24 by 40 foot room. It 
is in this room tha t the three Sunday 
school classes and the morning wor
ship a re held. A divider is used to 
divide the room for Sunday school. 
Several a rea churches d onated fur
nishings for the church. 1:h~ ad 
vantage of this unit is that It IS lo
cated on the church property and 
people become accustomed to com
ing to tha t particula r place. Also, as 
Hazelwood outgrows this building 
and comple tes permanent fac ilities, 
this unit can be moved to another 
church extension site. T he church 
is o n a four-and-one-half acre mead
ow surrounded by towering firs . It 
is certainly a wonderful place to 

The Rev. Bernard Thole is the assistant 
pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Tacoma, Wash. He is serving as a part
time interim pastor of the Hazelwood 
Baptist Church, Auburn, Wash. 
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The Hazelwood Baptist Church building, A uburn, 
Wash. 

Hazelwood Baptist 
Starts in Auburn,Washington 

Several of the church families. L ee Hills housing development about two miles 
from the church. 

come aside for worship and the study 
of God's word. 

Sunday services were begun the 
first Sunday of Aug ust, 1970. Mr. 
Ken Feske, who was a ttending the 
U niversity of Washington a t the time, 
served the church d uring the month 
of August. Since that time, I have 
been serving the church as interim 
pastor. The program of the church 
so fa r includes Sunday school and 
worship on Sunday morning and a 
Bible study and prayer service on 
T hursday evening. Other activities 
have been a church supper at a near
by restaurant and several work proj
ects to clean a nd paint the building. 

Altho ugh the site itself is not in 
any specific housing development, 
many new homes are located within 
a three mile rad ius. Thus far the 
Sunday school has had a definite 
ministry in the immed iate area of the 
church. It also draws families from 
a la rger area. 

T he needs in this area truly are 
great with families from a wide 

varie ty of economic as well as 
spiritual backgrounds. We trust 
that through the personal ded
ication of the members of Hazel
wood Baptist Church, many other in
dividuals can be brought into a sav
ing knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Like Paul, we are not 
ashamed of the Gospel for it is the 
power of God unto salvation. D 

HAZELWOOD BAPTIST 
CHURCH EXTENSION 
BUILDERS' PROJECT 

FOR DECEMBER 1970 

Will you pray and contribute? 

Anyone having fr iends or relatives 
in the area is encouraged to send 
their names and addresses to the 
pastor: The Rev. Bernard Thole, 
6709 South C St., Tacoma, Wash. 
98404 
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General Trends 
intheWorld 
Affecting the Work of Churches. 

Part2 '~tlt 
Significant Social 'frends (If 

·~ 

by Albert McClellan 

Mounting Racial Tensions 
Definftion. Sin:e 1954 ~he U ni ted States has been caught in 
a racial revolution. W hile a ll minorities are involved the fo
cal P<:>int which had for many years been developing is the 
American Negro. It appears now that integr ation, formerl y 
thought _to be the focus of the revolution may only be an 
episode m the tremendous upheaval of the races 
Scope ._ Growing bl ac~ nationalism ... increasi~g prejudice 
. . . nots . : . van?a lism . . . blocks of people as pressure 
groups ... increasing integration demand of m· . . f · · · · mont1es 
or e~1alJty ... the_ power of sub.-cultures ... Black power 

. . . egro leadership m the physical sports ... inabi lit of 
the churches to find their voices on racial matters Y_ 
of the heart of · · · · erosion 

. society . .. inability of man to control h1·s 
emotions. 

f 
~el gr.o family income in 1967 was 50 percent of white 

am1 y income. 

Pa~~e:-~hloymh~nt among black people is twice as high as com-
1 w 1te people. 

. In 8 o ut of 12 large ci ties segregation f 
increased from 1960-1967. o reside nt ial areas 

The Negro protest movement · 
ever. is now more powerful tha n 

Possible imp/" · f icat1ons or the churches Th" I 
may require the churches t . . is genera trend 
I F · o. 

. ti~cne sfert1hously and honestly the biblical teachings on rela-
o e races. 

2. TRakfe seriously the bi blical doctrine of man 
3. eusetoletpe t d'. · 

keep them fro~ s~n . ra ic~li sm of some minority groups 
healing of racial te~;i~~- w at they ought to do for the 

4. Recognize that 
every congregation that claims Christ as 

Albert McClellan is program I . 
Bap1ist Co11ve11tion Executiv ~annmR secretary , Southern 
nessee, and general c·l1a. e f omm1ttee, Nashville, Ten-

mnan o the '7 3-'79 Pl . . . 
Used by permission of The B . ann111g Pro1ect. 
her 1969. aptist Program A ugust-Septem-
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its head should accept all for worship whom he wolild 
accept. 

5. Deal meaningfully wi th the problems of racial tension in 
the study groups of the c hurches. 

6. Assume their righ tful place as the heal ing peacemakers 
where deep schism has developed. 

7. Recognize ful ly their biblical roles as reconciliators of the 
estranged and alienated. 

8. Ad mit prayerfully and sincerely that there are problems 
of racial tension p resent in the attitudes of many mem
bers. 

Increasing Crime and Delinquency 
Definition. The increasing permissiveness in society, implicit 
approval of violence by some leaders, insuffic ien t money for 
trained dedicated policemen have greatly increased the latent 
inclination o f many people toward crimina l acts. 
Scope. Lack of respect for au thority . .. increas ing crirne 
amon~ younger children . .. increasing juven ile del inquency 
... disregard of constitutional rights .. . riots. 

Crime increased 11 per cent from 1965 to 1966; a nd from 
I 960-67 while the population was rising about 10%, crin1e 
rose nearly 90% . 

Nearly half of a ll persons arrested for serious cr imes in 
1967 were under I 8 years of age. 
Possible implications for the churches. T his general t rend 
may require the churches to: 

I. Develop a more serious attitude toward the mora l a nd 
re ligious education of Jheir youth. 

2. Create in their members an awareness of the ser iousness 
of the crime problem by making information ava ilable in 
literature and church libraries. 

3. Emphasize the importance of the C hr istian home and the 
parent's respo nsibility for the moral and religious educa
tion of youth. 

4. Plan into the church curriculum courses on the impor
tance of law and o rder, a nd the rela tion of justice to or
der in times of revolutionary change. 
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5. Become better acquainted with court procedures such as 
probation. parole, suspended sentences, etc. 

6. Encourage members to become acquainted with courts, 
jails, deten tion homes, etc. , and to provide ministries for 
those homes. 

7. Study continually the criminal trends of one·s own com-
munity. 

The Emerging Dominance of Youth 
Definition. Less parental control. increased mass communi
cation, the new permissive morali ty and greatly increased 
numbers has created a new freedom and a new power for 
you th which threatens the traditional adult control of social 
and poli tical processes. 
Scope. Emergence of a youth culture .. . generation gap 
. .. youth idea lism in conflict wi th adult practices ... change 
in the age averages of the population ... hippy revolt .. . 
youth searching for new power . .. effect of new emphas is 
on education and new concept of morality ... superior ed
ucation of youth . 

More than half the population of the U.S. was born since 
World War II . 
Possible implications for the churches. This general trend 
issue may require the churches to : 
I. Beam their programs more to youth than in the past. 
2. Encourage pastors to preach more di rectly to youth . 
3. Use of art forms and music in worship compatible to 

youth. 
4. Avoid creati ng a class church as if youth were all that 

mattered. 
5. T ake seriously the challenge to create constructive and 

efTec tive youth group fe llowship. 
6. Provide ministries for the you th to perform in the dis

tressed areas of the local communi ty. 
7. Avoid a dogmat ic over-sel f-confident approach in dealing 

with the pro blems o f youth. 
8. Lead adults to learn how to communicate with youth. 

Unresolved War Crisis 
Definition. Frustrations. d isappointments and unclear war 
a nd peace aims have greatly discomfited millions of Ameri 
can people and have uprooted hundreds of thousands. 
Scope. The war syndrome has created a deep philosophy 
cleavage among our people ... people are not c?nvinced 
concerning war objectives .. . quick .turnove_r of military has 
upset Jives and homes ... threat of international war always 
a shadow ... war potential o f Biafra and the Middle East 
... possibi lity of total se lf-annihilation in n~1cl ear war. . 
Possible implications for the churches. This may require 
churches to: 
1. Work through to a bette_r understanding of what it means 

to be a conscientious obiector. 
2. D iscuss war and peace issues of our times in the light of 

the teachings of the Bible. . . . 
3. Provide an adequate bibl ical ra tionale f~r yatnot1sm. 
4. Examine and implement the role of Chnst1a~s as_ peace 

makers even in a complex world of many nationaht1es. 

Increasing Impact of the Reactionary 
Definition. Since World War II with the rapid i~crease of 
change and the d isturbing effect of so many social revolu
tions there has arisen among many people an extreme ten
dency to defend the status quo and the past with fanatic 
zeal. 
Scope. The liberal against the cons~rvative and. financial 
worlds ... Joss of traditional authority ... dominance of 
rural sociology in urban setting ... aggressive assault of 
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radical ism . .. personal rebellion against change . . . off-beat 
extremist movements ... development of Black Power as a 
defense of segregation ... drag of tradition . . . over-reaction 
to superficial changes ... undue challenge of au thority .. · 
people are suspicious of others ... people carry edges .. · 
people are defensive ... rise of extreme white reactionaries. 
Possible implications for the churches. This general trend 
issue may require the churches to: 
1. Avoid sponsoring deadening reactionary movements in

side the churches. 
2. Stress that church members can be quite conservative 

theologically and yet be progressive on social issues . 
3. Magnify the absolute necessity of the free pulpit. 
4. Encourage open discussion in forum-type meetings of the 

current issues in the spirit of C hrist in a genuine search 
for truth . 

5. Encourage our people to keep cool in the face of reac
tion and test everything by the Spirit of C hrist. 

6. Develop a better understanding of extremism and how 
it works to destroy stable progressive societies. 

De-personalization of the Individual 
Definition. Growing population. increasing uniformity, mech
anization of industry and knowledge of behavioristic patterns 
has created in man a feel ing that he is less and less a pers0~ 
and more and more an automation. and cause him to ado? 
a fatal istic view toward life. 
Scope. Personality p roblems ... person vs. institution . · · 
compartmentalization of life . .. atrophy of personality from 

es
assem bl y line work . .. wear and tear of the urban cong 
tion ... pre-occupation with status ... resignation to nor~ 
involvement . . . increasing alcoholism . . . rising me!lt~ 
disease ... withdrawal . .. torn between various commuflt 
ties ... resurgence of individualism ... spectator mental\/-
. . . fata lism ... suspicion ... pre-occupation with se 
identity. 

The average man carries from 6 to 10 identify ing nu!l1-
bers in h is pocket: social security, draft. te lephone. address. 
bank account. credit cards, etc. 

"It happens that the sick person is treated by numerotl~ 
doctors for every one of his organs and yet cannot entrJJS 
his person to anyone." - P aul Tournier. 
Possible implications for the churches. This general tret1d 
may require the churches to : .

11 
I . Develop carefully the New Testament concept of the 1 -

dividual. ·t-
2. Provide outlets for individual creativity in C hrist ian wr1 

ers. 0· 
3. Lead teachers and other leaders to show how the in i 

vidual can be h imself and belong to the group at the 
same time. 

4. Respond to the denomination's effort to encourage th~ 
churches to develop programs compatible with indiv idL1a 
needs in their communities. 
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5. Stress biblical preaching that puts strong emphasis on the 
personal nature of religious commitment. 

6. Recognize the need for the churches to center their church 
programs in needs of individuals. 

7. Create small group the rapy sessions related to the Bible 
and evangelical Christianity that help individuals regain 
their personal perspective. 

Excessive Emphasis on Success 
Definition. Mass communication, the star system of motion 
pictures and television, the award complex, sports competi
tions, scholarship gran ts and many similar things have tended 
to place extraordinary pressure on people to succeed for the 
sake of success. 
Scope. Desire for success in other areas of life ... selfish
~ess in work attitudes . . . continual try for acceptance . .. 
idea of success . .. fa lse success values such as publ ic rela
tions awards, salary, socia l preferment and leisure time . . . 
substitution of human standards for God's standard . 
Possible implications for the churches. This general trend 
issue may require the churches to: 
1. Clearly define what it means to be a successful Christi an. 
2. Provide ways and means of recognizing the honest effort 

of s low learners and low achievers. 
3. Create in the churches koinonia that recognizes the abso

lute equality of all persons. 
4. Stress the fellowship of the redeemed that recognizes 

members as sinners saved by grace. 
5. Provide success cri teria consistent with the spiri t of Christ. 
6. Stress service to Christ as the motivation for all church 

achievement. 
7. Restore biblical language to the conversation of the mem-

bers as they talk about church work. 

Greater Tendency for People to Withdraw 
£?efinition . Mamm?th social , personal and economic pressure 
tied to the u~certainty of police power has tended some peo
ple to .move into a state of extreme withdrawal. They refuse 
to be invol~ed, encourage isolation and e rect barriers. 
Scope. Ind1~erent and self-sufficient apartment dwellers . . . 
extreme social .pessimism . . . feeling of fa talism . . . in
creased emp~as1s . on sel ~-suffic iency ... insecurity at work 
leads to barriers m off-time .. . fleeing from discipline 
dependen~y on tranquilizers a nd other drugs . . . self-~;n~ 
tamed existence ... loneliness demand fo I . · · . r persona 
right~ . . : fal~e s~atus symbols .. . isolation as ecumenism. 
Possible tmpltcat1ons for the churchey Th. . I d 
may require the churches to : · · is genera tren 

I. Teach. the mc:mbers that an open face toward w 
lems is consistent with New Testament Ch . t~rl~ proh-

2. Begin w·th h.ld n s 1anity 
I c ' ren to stress group involvement. . 

16 

3. Create a stance of absolute honesty in deali ng with all 
matters o f pride, s tatus, ambi tion. etc. 

4. Provide opportunities for involvement for the timid and 
uncertain. 

5. Create a pastoral ministry of all members concerned to 
d raw out the weaker members. ' 

External Social Pressures Bearing 
Directly on the Churches 
Definition. At the time of thei r greatest popular ity. the 
ch.urches are also being persecuted by both trad itional ene
mies .and newer more sophisticated enemies. Many of the ir 
enemies masquerade in the name of r ighteous men and ac
cuse the churches of being evil. The y work especially on the 
you th and the members who are o n the fringes. 
Scope. Devaluation of the church in the c ulture ... atti
~ud.es of defea tism . . . desire for ready made religion . · · 
~~sistence that the church has failed ... accusing the churches 
.t equaling Souther~ culture ... double standards of moral-
1 Y ·. · · condemnation by innuendo ... technical advances 
outdistance th · · e ins ight of the churches no t a nswering the 
world' · · · · 
P 

.bsl q~estions · . . not relating religion to life. 
OSSI e I /' . d !11P 1cat1011s for the churches. This general tre n 

may require the churches to: 
1 · ~ead church members to discover wha t it means to mix 

in the w~rld yet no t to be influe nced by it. 
2 · D~velop in the churches a new sense of koi11011ia which 

whill ~nable the church to be the most influenti al group in 
t e lives of the members. 

3· Deal f~rth righ tl y a nd theologicall y with critics who take 
a~ unh~stori c view of the church and see it no longer as a 
viable influence in the world 

4. Search dT · • ' 1 igently for church-renewal. insisting a t the same 
~me on self-renewal as a basis for church-renewal. 

5· reate more substantial educatio nal programs for leaders 
~O:ohng YOl!th to teach them the deeper realities of the 
a1t . 

Increased Im t f d . por ance o E ucat1on 
Definition s· 195 lrte 
th 

· . ince 7 the year of the fi rst Russian sate 1 · 
e educational · I . h ged. St d d va ues of America have greatly c a n 

in~n ~~ ds have been raised, subject m atter has been greatly 

Cel
e! nsi e even in lower grades· the desire for personal ex
ence ha · ' · f r h. h s ri sen on the part o f ma ny opportunity 

0 

ig er educatio h b ' d urns of n as roadened a nd unprecedente s 
S money spent for education 

cope. Longer sch I . h I work oo year . . . precedence of sc oo 
. d .. g~vernment spending on education better p reschool 
e ucat1on 1 . . · • · • • for 
r d · · · secu arization of education ... competition . 

g a es and scholarshi . dechne 
of the h . . ps · .. inc reased technology . · d It 
educat· umanities · · · new values taught in schools · · · a ~ 

ion . co t . . . d t1·on in 
schools · · n inuing education . . . sex e uca 
secular .. h. n~ed for retraining . .. in ternational students · .. ~ 
. . . ide~~o o? s . . . ~cad.emic freedom ... l a~s~d educ~t1~r 
edu . gica l conflict 1n educat ion hostility of high 1 cation toward c h h . · · · ti inte -
lectualism ' urc es in some quarters ... an -
Possible . a m?ng some church leaders. d 
issue ma t1~pl1catio11s for the churches. This general tren 
I F y equ1re the churches to. 
· a~e up to the inadequacies of .thei r present religious _t:dU-

cat1on programs. 
2 . Recognize ti . t ·onal ie importance of strong vigorous educa 

1 
programs fo b · g ex-
posed r youth a t the same time they a re ein 

3 R f to accelera ted education in the public schools. 
. e use to s . . ff ed bY 

their upport infe rior education when o er 
own colleges. 

- . • n 

4. Provide continuing education opportunities for church 
sta fT and de nominational leaders. 

5. Insis t that pastors and other church leaders take truly 
professional attitudes toward their church education re
sponsibil ities. 

5. Jo in with other churches in the community to sponsor 
special forums on subjects of timel iness in the life of the 
community, such as family life, crime, narcotics, alcohol
ism, etc. 

7. Prepare for radical changes in the public school year and 
curriculum that will strike most cities by the late 1970's. 

8. Take the lead in meaningful adult education, especially 
in subjects related to its purposes. 

9. Major on reaching educational leaders for Christ thus in
fusing the decision-making processes with the Christian 
spirit. 

Know ledge Explosion 
D efinition . Increased education, mammoth expansion of 
study and research, unprecedented physical science discover
ies have produced a stream of facts and ideas that both e n
hance and disparage manki nd . 
Scope. Awareness keeps ma ny people on edge .. . some peo
ple become fascinated with learning to the exclusion of time 
devoted to the church ... new knowledge is a challenge to 
tradition .. . caught up in the computer world ... availabil-
ity of knowledge changes educational methods . . . mecha-
nized controls . . . increasing fear that some vital fact one 
needs for life is known by others but not attainable to h im. 
Possible implication for the churches. This general trend 
may require the churches to : 
I. Recognize that knowledge and learning is a definite part 

of the new times, and resolve to match the learning of 
the world with the learning of church members. 

2 . Find innovative ways for leading church teachers to put 
before the congrega tion the vast reaches of knowledge 
that have im plications for Christians. 

3. Some more meaningful and relevant type of adult forum 
to involve C hris tians in the issues of the day as they re
late to biblical concepts. 

4. Overcome the temptation to be traditionalistic in forma-
tion of church programs and ideas. 

5. Dete rmine to be as wise as the world, relying on the 
heavenly wisdom that comes by the Holy Spirit. 

6. Challenge the best minds among youth to e nter and stay 
with the local church-related ministries. 

7. U tili ze informed laymen in helping overcome the church-
learning gap. 

8. Determine to make church education as meaningful as 
public school education. 

9. Develop more mode rn methods for church education. 

More Awareness of the World and 
World Problems 
Definit ion. Because of rap id travel and global communica
tion the world has grown perceptively smaller even to the 
unsophis ticated and isolated . This is d ramatically ill ustrated 
by the fac t that there are few places one ca n go to escape 

the atomic bomb. 
Scope. D eath o f isolation. but not of isolationism ... feeling 
o f chaos, world instabi lity . .. world governmen t a possibil
ity . . . formation o f new nations ... threa tening nationalism 
of new peoples ... even world wide emphases do no t always 
claim a ttention . . . fear of phys ical da nger . . . threat of 

war. 
Possible implications for the churches. This general trend 
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may require the churches to: 
I . Broaden their world perspective, and come to recognize 

that they live in a world from which they cannot escape. 
2 . Recognize that the changing role of the missionary in o th

er countries is due to changing national self-conscious
ness and not to a change in basic missionary purpose. 

3. Recognize the need for their direct involvement in mod
ern specialized techniques which can be performed in 
their communities by themselves. 

4 . Recognize the need for a system of world order that will 
elimin ate exploitation of weaker countries by stronger 
ones and of war as a means of settling d isputes. 

5. Uti lize traveling church members as missionaries. 
6. Learn how to speak effectively through cooperative ven

tures to such power centers as the United Natio ns and na
tional and international development conferences. 

7. Redefine its mission and p urpose in the light of the bibli
cal revelation as it is brought to bear on current world 
views and problems. 

8. D evelop better channels for making the churches and 
members aware of world issues. 

Expanding Mass Communications 
~efin ition. s.uddenly ~an i~ able to learn immediately a nd 
in great deta il a bout his neighbor a nd their p roblems. One 
pol itical candidate can be seen or heard by 200 million peo
ple at o ne time. Little of importance escapes the eye and ear 
of man. 
Scope. Changing standards of public information ... mass 
advertisi.ng .... mass media as opinion makers . . . the da nger 
of react10~ .against over-exposure ... the diminishing of the 
huma n spmt by impersonal television .. . over-stimula tion 

.. the flatness of the TV newstory . . . T V a vicarious sub-
st itute f~r li fe .. . the inability of the church to afford mod-
~rn media .. . power to elect leaders on projection of fa lse 
images . .. TV forci ng a credibi lity gap. 
Possible i!11 plications for the churches. This general trend 
may require the churches to: 
I . Cooperate in communities with other churches to provide 

meaningful and relevant radio a nd TV broadcasts on a 
local basis. 

2. Make provision for increased use of visual a ids in church 
teaching. 

3. <?ooperate with other churches in producing local educa
tional broadcasts. 

4. <?ive more gu idance to families in selection of motion 
pictures for family viewing. 

5. Seek di ligentl y to win communicators in all walks of life 
so that there will be Christian va lues held by the me 
who make the decisions. n 

6. R~cognize that no mechanical communica tion can sub
stitute for the basic New Testament way of one person 
telling another face to face. 

7. Pa~ticipate in the denomination's effort in mass communi
cation. 

8. Find ways to c hallenge a nd to refute biased. onc-s·d ct 
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Matsusaka groups go caro/i11g. 
Nagoya churches Christmas fellow
ship. 

CHRISTMAS IN JAPANESE CHURCHES 
THE ISE BAPTIST CHURCH 

by Yoshio Akasaka 

Though the Scripture says, "good tid
ings of great joy, which sha ll be to all 
people", why is it that so many peo
ple do not receive th is joy? Christmas 
is being celebrated more and more in 
homes and throughout the city but 
there is no place given to Christ in 
these celebrations. Rather they are 
only times of soon to be forgotten joy 
and pleasure. When we see such cele
brations and think about them we can
n~ ~p~tfecliliatbyw~m~m 
or other we must share the good tid
ings of Christmas with the people. 

In our church the 1969 Christmas 
celebrations were planned with two 
different purposes. First, we offered 
thanksgiving for and rejoiced in our 
Savior's bi rth and secondly our aim was 
to share with a ll people the good tid
ings of great joy of Christ's birth. 

Over 60 people came to our De
cember 20-21 Christmas evangelistic 
services. And don' t you suppose that 
through the 1000 Christmas tracts dis
tributed from door to door many peo
ple came to understand the meaning of 
the good news of Christmas? 

There were over 70 who gathered. 
with joy for the December 24 Christ
mas fe llowship and the celebration of 
the Savior's birth. 

The Sunday school and the women's 
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groups each carried out thei r d istinc
tive programs. 

As we give thanks for God's gift of 
His only Son we realize that we must 
show fo rth Christ as the Light of the 
world. D 

The R ev. Yoshio A k asaka is the 
pastor of the l se Baptist Church, lse, 
Japan. 

THE M ATSUSAKA BAPTIST CHURCH 
by Yukio Hanozono 

Our Christmas activities began from 
December 2 1, our worship service. 
C hristmas dinner and another meeting 
fe llowship followed the worship ser
vice. Downtown Matsusaka was very 
colorful, noisy, and had ma ny bargains 
for eager buyers, which makes the 
merchants happy, but we learned and 
experier.ced true Christmas from the 
~ible, like the first Christmas day -
silent, holy and fu ll of joy. We also 
had o~r Church School Chris tmas pro
~r~m in the afternoon to witness good 
tidings of Jesus Christ to the chi ldren 
around the church area . 

On December 24, 1969, Christmas 
Eve, we. went Christmas caroli ng wi th 
candles in our hands singing and dis
tributing tracts e ntitled "Christ of 
Christmas." We gave them to the peo
ple ~ho answered through their doors 
or windows who heard us singing, also 
to people we met on the street. They 

do no t know who Christ is, n ever 
heard of him no t even the Bible. We 
have to reach them to tell them . the 
good news of Jesus Chris t in the Bible. 
Our important duty is to wi tness of Je
sus C hris t to our people . 

On the evening of Christmas D ay, 
· at we had a nother C hristmas meeting 

whic h time we said the C hristmas st~ry 
in slides a nd had a ca ndlelight service 
with fe llowship fo llowing. D 

Th e R ev. Yuk io H anoz0 110 
pastor of the Matsusaka 
Church, Mats11saka, Japan . 

THE NAGOYA INUBOSHI 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

is the 
Baptist 

by Hitoshi Arita the 

This was o ur first Christ~a~e f~~rist
Nagoya church . We had T t"fy Je-

. I S . e" to tes i mas-Evangel1ca erv1c f 
1 

ubashi 
sus Christ to the people 0 
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and 
Area on D ecem ber 20-2 !, , t 'us at 
missionary Edwin Kern spok.e 0

0
f the 

that time. We had film strips ·c in 
Chris tmas story and special mu·~g of 
the meetings. O n the first evedn.1 g 2o 

. I ( inclu in the meet ings, 30 peop e second 
childre n ) attended a nd on the people 
evening 15 a ttended. A few more 
expressed their desire to ~nowwe can 
about Jesus C hrist for which t have 
pra ise God. We were happY ;th us 
Mrs. Kern's pare nts worship TheY 
during this C hristmas season. 

RAPT!ST HERALD 

The Christmas tree lit 11p i11 fro11t of 
the l se church. 

were visi ting fro m Spokane. Wash. 
We had a child ren's meeting for 

school children on the afternoon of 
December 24. About 80 boys and girls 
attended, and all crowded into our 
small church, with most all of them 
si tting on the floo r. We showed them 
a C hristmas fi lm strip, and after that 
I spoke to them. It was a very lively 
meeting with these 80 children! In 
April we arc planning to begin a 
Chu rch School for chi ldren. On 
Christmas Eve, 15 attended the Christ
mas program a nd fe llowship followed 
afterward. On New Year's Day. four 
people attended and we testified one 
to another about our Saviour. Mr. 
Yoshiyasu Asano said " I want to be 
baptized in th is new year." :ve 
thanked Goel and are praying for him. 
Thank you for your prayer support 
and gifts. Please remember to . P'.ay 
for the N agoya Inubashi Christian 
C hurch. O 

1 he R ev . H itoshi Arita is the P_as'.or 
of the Nagoya !n11bashi Cltns11a11 
Clturclt , Nagoya, Japa11. 

THE TSU SHINMACHI 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

by Pastor Murakami 
The month of December is described 
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in classical J apanese as "shiwasu." 
This word, Shiwashu, consists of ~wo 
characters; teachers and run111ng. 
Truly it is a busy month for a pastor, 
who is usually called "pastor-teacher" , 
since he is a lways running about for 
the preparation and celebration of the 
birth of Christ. 

1 would like to just name the 1969 
Christmas programs the church held 
_ there were nine such p rograms. 
While different study groups and 
church school had their own progran~s, 
we are happy to mention the special 
evangelistic meetings that were held on 
Dec. 22 and 23 wi th the purpose of 
declaring the glad tidings the angels 
announced in the nigh t of the first 
Christmas that the P rince of Peace 
was born. 

Another significant event took place 
duri ng the Christmas seaso.n . It was 
"Shimin-Chris tmas" - which mea ns 
city-wide Christmas program, a11111ng 
at the whole city with the message of 
Christmas. Seven protestant ~hurches 
in Tsu city gathered together m plan
ning such a program, and we rented 
the ci ty hall fo r this purpose. In ~n 

Of material istic and superficial age ' ' . 
ways of celebrating Christm_as. our 
churches wnntccl to communicate . to 
people in the city the true mea.111ng 
of Christmas. A choir was organized, 
wi th about 30 voices, and every church 
had some contributi ng part in the pro
gram. Young people from our church 
put on the play, "The Chall<~ng~ o.f the 
Cross." Jesus once said to his d1sc1ples. 
" If any mnn would come after .me, let 
h im deny himself and take up his cross 
and fo llow me" (rvt ark 8:34). T.he 
play intended to challenge pc.oplc with 
what it means to become His follow
ers and to take up one·s own. cross. 
describing the ways that people. m fa~t 
understand the meani ng of being H is 
fo llowers and of taking up one·s own 
cross: some make his cross . to be an 
idol: some seek to find a light cross 
that su its their taste: some arc pro.ud of 
their own cross. not being prou.cl Ill t.he 
cross of Jesus. The bi rth ol C hrist 
pointed to the cross and therefore. the 
meaning of Christmas m~st be under
s tood in the light of His cross. We 
arc happy to know the message was 
made known to the people. 

One of the inqui rers. Mr. Omura of 
Mic University. was led _to ma~e h1! 
definite decision for Christ while h 
was practicing the play as one of. th.e 
cross bearers. All who took part in .1t 
were led to make a deeper commit-

ment to Him. . 1 
The city hall was filled with pcop e. 

with 420 in attendance beside the 
children. It is reported that about 200 
are those who came to such a Chris
tian meeting for the first time. 

O ne church alone could not have 
done such a work. This experience 
teaches us tha t for greater purposes. 
sometimes we need to learn to work 
together with other Christian churches. 
It also goes to show that good coop
eration among churches not o nl y 
strengthens mutual understanding. but 
also witnesses to the rea li ty and s igni
ficance of a oneness in Chr ist in prac
tice, which was a matter of Jesus' 
earnest prayer and concern that the 
world may bel ieve Him to be the Son 
of God. 

We count it as God's grace that we 
were able to put our eyes a nd em
phasis upon the fundamental te.achings 
of the Bible. rather than focus111g our 
attention upon the secondary issues 
of the clay. We praise God for pro
vidino this kind of experience and op
portu~ity of witnessing Christ to the 
whole city. D 

The Rev. Hisoschi Murakami is rit e 
pastor of the Trn Slti11111achi Cltrisria11 
C hurch. Ts11. Japan. H e Sllldied ar our 
NAB S('111i11ary for several years. 

THE ROKUYO BAPTIST CHURCH 
by L o111ok11ni Aoki 
Christmas is a pleasant season for 
Christi ans because the birth of Christ 
is good tidings of great joy. brought to 
all the people. There is a tendency 
however. to celebrate it in a secular 
manner. So before the 1969 Christ
mas, we thought "For the last few 
years. we spent too much time and 
energy on banquets and plays. and 
exchanging presents. we who live by 
the Word of God must celebrate 
Christmas centering on the Word of 
Goel.'' Thus we planned a one-and-a
half hour Christmas service this year 
with the congregation singing Christ
mas carols with candles in hands prais
ing the birth of Christ in a solemn 
frame of mind . 

I presented a sermon entitled "The 
Arrival of the Prince of Peace... Sev
eral of our church members sang some 
beauti fu l special numbers. After the 
service. we went out into the city and 
sano C hristmas carols in front of our 
me;1bers homes and at the street cor
ners as we wished the passersby a 
"Merry Christmas." 

Tlte Rei•. To111ok1111i Aoki is the pas
tor of tfte Rak11yo Baptist Clt11rcft. 
Kyoto. Japan. 
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The Ralph Nelson family. 

Introducing the Rev. and Mrs. 
Ralph R. Nelson as missionaries 
to Brazil 

When our conference sent our first two 
missionary couples to Brazil in 1966 to 
begin a new mission field in South 
America, we certainly hoped that we 
could add new missionaries over the 
next several years. After a year of la n
guage study in Campinas, state of Sao 
Paulo, the Rev. and Mrs. Herman L. 
Effa and their chi ldren and the Rev. 
and Mrs. Richard C. Rabenhorst set
tled in Caxias do Sul and Bento 
Goncalves in the state of Rio Grande 
do Sul to begin this new work for our 
Conference and for the Lord . The 
writer met with them in early October, 

Dr. Richard Schilke is the general 
m 1ss1onary secretary o f the N orth 
American Baptist General Conference. 
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Returning to 
Misffionary Servirn 
InBrazil by Richard Schilke 

1967, shortly after they moved to their 
respective areas, and together with 
them resolved that two new couples 
should be added in 1968 and a third 
new couple in 1969 in order to sta ff 
more adequate the area of our choice 
and util ize the opportunities presented 
to us to eva ngelize the field. In the 
summer of 1970 the Effa family came 
home for its first furlough, and addi
tional missionary personnel had not yet 
been sent out, requiring the Raben
ho~sts to hold the fort alone until help 
~rnve~. Our fai lure to carry out our 
intentions was two-fold: lack of candi
dates for Brazil, and lack of fin ances to 
send them. 

In the persons of the Rev. and Mrs 
Ralph R . Nelson of Portland, Ore., w~ 
pres~nt our thi rd missionary couple and 
fam ily to Brazil T hey are not . · new to 
Brazil for they have already served 
four years, 1961-1965 in northe B .1 . h • rn ra-
z1 wit the Unevangelized Fields Mis-

sion. In fac t, two of their three chil
dren were born in Brazil. Lack of sup
port in order to retu rn to Brazil caused 
them to stay home a nd eventually to 
resign as missionaries with the Unevan
gelized Fields M ission. Brother Nelson 
has used the past several yea.rs t~ co~f 
tinue h is education and equip himse. 

· The v1-
b.etter for missionary service. . has 
s1on of a possible return to Brazil t 
not dimmed during these years ad 

· the Lor home and now they can praise . 
for making that vision again a reality. 

Their Christian Experiences 

Ralph Robert Nelson was b_orn °~ 
May 27, 193 1, at St. Paul , Minn.t/d 
M r. and Mrs H arry Nelson as the t tr 

· d two 
of four children : one brother an d 
sisters. At the age of 15 he accep~· 
Christ as h is Savior. Concerning t is 

. ts were experience he says: "My paren . 
not Christian · but while temporarily ' , e 
staying in a C hristian home, I cam 
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under deep conviction of sin and 
trusted Christ as my personal Savior. 
Having made my personal decision to 
accept Jesus C hrist. I began a program 
of Scriptu re memorization which I 
have followed to this day." On Palm 
Sunday in March. 1948. he was bap
ti zed on confession of fai th by the Rev. 
Otto Roth a nd became a member of 
the Immanuel Baptist Church in Port
land, Ore. 

Martha Anne Nelson. nee Slaydon. 
was born on May 2 1. 1934. a t Pomona. 
Calif., lo Mr. and M rs. Prentiss Slay
don as the second of three children: 
one sis ter and one brother. At the age 
of 1 I she accepted Christ as her Savior. 
She says : "Although my parents were 
not C hristi ans, I was sent to Sunday 
school from an early age. My sister 
a nd I were both baptized when I was 
I I years o ld and she was 12. I had 
received Christ as my Saviour shortly 
before. " She was bap tized in J 945 and 
became a member of the Emanuel 
Faith Church in Escondido. Calif. 

Training fo r Missionary Service 

Immediately upon graduation from 
Jefferson High School in Portl and. Ore .. 
in 1949. Ralph enlisted in the Navy. 
During his one year in the service, he 
became involved in Christian Service 
Men's Centers and Bible study groups 
in various places. He had the privilege 
of introducing several of his shipmates 
to the Savior and initiating them into 
a program of Scripture memorization. 
Shortly afte r his discharge from the 
Navy. he dedicated his li fe to Christ in 
a Youth for Christ Rally at which Dr. 
Oswa ld Smith of Toronto. Canada. 
spoke on '"Why Shall Some People H ear 
the Gospel Twice. When Many H ave 
Never Even H eard It Once?" His ded i
ca tion was thus to missionary service. 

In 1952 Ral ph enrolled at Multno
mah School of the Bible in Portland. 
~re.. and graduated in J 955 with a 
d iploma in its general course of studies. 
1 n 1956 he enrolled a t Biol a School of 
Miso;ionary Medicine in Los Angeles. 
Calif.. and received his diploma the fol
lowing year as a vocational licensed 
nurse. 

While at H emet Union H igh School 
in Hemet. Calif., Martha attended a 
Chris tian c lub on the campus and had 
the o pportunity of leading a classmate 
lo Christ. During summers she worked 
at a Christi a n Endeavor Camp near her 
home in Jdyllwild. Calif. While at that 
camp. at the age of 15. she ded icated 
her life to C hrist and exper ie nced the 
Call to miss ionary service. 

December 1970 

In 1952. following her high school 
graduation. Martha enrolled at Biola 
Bible College in Los Angeles, Cali f .. 
and graduated in 1956 wi th a B.A. de
gree in Christian Education and in 
1957 received her L.P.N. in Nursing 
and D entistry from the Biola School of 

_Missionary !V!edicine. 
It was at the Biola School of Mis

sionary Medicine where Ralph and 
Martha met. They were attracted to 
each o ther and learned of thei r co:n
mon goals to missionary service. In the 
summer of 1957 they both attended 
the Wycliffe Summer Institute of L in
guistics at the University of North D a
kota in Grand Forks, N.D .. to further 
prepare themselves for missionary ser
vice. On Nov. 17, 1957, they were 
married. The Lord blessed them with 
three child ren: Sheryl bo rn on Sept. 18. 
1958. at Po rtland, Ore.; Eugene born 
on Nov. 29. 1962. in Brazil; and 
Michael born o n June 30, 1964. in 
Brazil. 

Four Years in Brazil 

The next few years were years of 
testing for them. They applied for mis
s ionary work in Brazil and were ap
pointed by the Board of the Unevan
gelized Fields Mission. H owever, as is 
often the case. appointment docs not 
always mean immediate departure to 
the mission fie ld. Without pledged sup
port they could not go for the next 
four years until 1961. During this 
wai ting period Ralph worked as an or
derly at Emanuel Hospi tal in Portland 
and later as a lumber sorter for Provi
dence Lumber Co. 

In 196 1 they went to northern Bra
zil and a fte r a year of language study 
served as missiona ry evangelists in the 
Amazon area and later as bus iness 
manager at his mission's headquarters 
in Belem. T heir furlough came in 
1965 and ended in terminati ng thei r 
service wi th the Board of the Unevan
gelized Fields Mission. 

New Appointment Under N.A .B. 

As early as the fa ll of 1965 the Rev. 
and Mrs. Ralph R. Nelson made con
tact with us as to the possibili ty of go
ing to Brazil under our NAB mission. 
\Ve were then committed to only two 
couples to be sent out in 1966 and both 
couples were already under considera
tion. Bro ther Nelson was advised to 
continue his education a nd make up 
some college deficiencies in order to 
better qualify. 

Though he d id not see ~is way cle~ r 
for fur ther stud ies immediately. he dtd 

enroll in 1966 at Cascade College in 
Portland. Ore. , and grad uated in 1969 
with a B.A. degree in Social Science, 
magna cum laude. 

The Nelsons were appointed as mis
sionaries to Brazil by the Board of Mis
sions in the spring of 1969. H owever, 
Brother Nelson then felt led to con
ti nue his s tudies for his Master's De
gree and requested to be given another 
yea r before going to Brazil. Jn lieu of 
the fac t tha t further language study in 
Portuguese would not be required since 
the Nelsons kept up the ir Portuguese 
language. the Board granted the re
quest and gave Brother Nelson a sti
pend of S 100 monthly beginning with 
Septem ber. 1969. in order to help the 
family financially during th is critical 
year of study. Brother Nelson enrolled 
at the Oregon College of Education in 
Monmouth. Ore. , in the fall of 1969 
and in August. 1970. received his M.S. 
degree m Education. summa c um 
laude. 

Since appointment came in 1969, the 
Pacific Conference in its 1969 session 
at T acoma, Wash .. included the Nelsons 
in a commissioning service for several 
miss ionaries coming from its conference 
area. T heir home church. Im manuel 
Baptist in Portland. held a fa rewell ser
vice combined with a commissioning 
service on Sunday. July 13, 1970. A t 
the Genera l Conference in Winnipeg. 
Manitoba on Sunday afternoon. August 
9. 1970. they were again included in 
the group of nineteen missionaries ( in
cluding short term missionaries) who 
were commissioned to missionary ser
vice. Due to delays in obtaining v isa s 
for Braz il , they are not able to lea ve 
this year. 

After thei r ar rival in Brazil. they a re 
first of all to be engaged in town and 
city evangel ism through the use of the 
evangelism vehicle and other equip
ment made available to us through the 
generous gift of a n anonymous donor. 
T his wi ll give them an opportunity to 
become acquainted with the total area 
of our mission in Rio Grande do Sul 
and see where the needs and oppor tu
nities arc. Their desire is to be en
gaged in general evangelistic work. 
Concerning his missionary work Broth
e r elson says: " I have done consider
a ble evangelistic work. both in preach
ing and in personal contacts. and desire 
to continu_e reaching people through 
these mediums. or through whatever 
other channels the Lord shall pe rmit 
me to e~~loy." Braz il wi ll ha ve a mple 
oppo.rtu111t1 es and we pra y that G od·s 
blessing may accompany the ir efforts 
as they return to Brazil. O 
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CHRISTMAS IN THE CAMEROON 
by Ida Forsch 
Before Christianity and the western 
form of education were introduced, vil
lages had their special celebrations of 
feasting and merry-m aking d uring the 
Christmas season. A few years ago 
Tina Schm idt and I w itnessed such a 
celebration at Bali. People from every 
part of the Cameroons returned to 
take part in the Fen's special feast of 
the year. The Fon , surrounded by his 
dignitaries, was seated on his royal 
chair at the entrance to his palace. At 
a special signal all the people began to 
dance. The innermost circle was re
served for the Fon's wives, next were 
all those related to the royal fami ly. 
All were dressed in colorful gowns. At 
the outermost circle were the guests 
and commoners. 

Today December 25 is a legal holi
day. On Christmas eve all the Baptist 
churches have a program to celebrate 
the birth of the Saviour. Children re
cite verses and all age groups take part 
in presenting the story of the b irth of 
Christ with Cameroonian background. 
Herod is depicted as chief who, upon 
hearing of the birth of a new chief, be
comes very angry and orders a ll the 
baby boys killed. There is a great deal 
of shouting, moaning and groaning at 
which time the congregation shouts 
with laughter. After the p resentation 
the pastor gives a short message. 

On Christmas morning the church 
drums remind the people it is time to 
gather in God's house and praise Him 
for the precious gift given to man. The 
rest of the d ay is spent in vis itation . 

A few years ago the C hristmas tree 
was introduced at the coast. It is put 
up only in church. Decorations can be 
purchased in a few shops. Cards are 
exchanged especially by young people 
away from home. 0 

Miss Ida Forsch is a mmzonary in 
Cameroon, Africa, for the N orth 
American Baptist General Con/ erence . 
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CHRISTMAS IN BRAZIL 
by Mrs. Herman Efja 
Feliz Natal, or "Merry Christmas" Bra
zilian style! 

Christmas in Brazil is celebrated 
much like Christmas in North Amer
ica. Perhaps the biggest difference is 
that in Brazil Christmas comes in the 
middle of summer. The strange thing, 
though , is that all the decora tio ns are 
winter scenes and such songs as Jingle 
Bells, White Christmas, etc. are played 
throughout the Christmas season on the 
radio and downtown streets. Santa 
C laus is commonly seen in hi s warm, 
fur outfit, handing out goodies to chi l
dren . It is pri marily a commercial hol i
day and the more significant meaning 
is ignored by the majority. 

The very poor people take advantage 
of the "goodwill spirit" of the season 
and children are constantly begging for 
money from door to door, on the 
streets, and from customers in down
town stores. Adults too go from door 
to door asking fo r help so they can 
buy presents for their children. 

The Christians, however, a ttach more 
meaning to C hristmas . Carols are sung 
in the church services, familiar ones 
that have been translated into Portu
guese and also a few Brazili an ones. 
They usually have lovely costumed pro
grams on the Sunday before Christmas 
and on C hristmas Eve. Although most 
of the C hristi ans are very poor and 
can buy very little fo r their families, 
sti ll they are generous in giving to oth
e rs. They contribute toward a food 
baske t for a poor church family, bring 
some useful gift for an orphanage or 
give a sm all donation to a needy son or 
?aughter of the. c~urch who is prepar
ing for the C hristian service. 0 

M~s. H erman Effa is a missionary to 
Brazil for the North American Baptist 
General Conference. 

CHRISTMAS CONTRASTS IN JAPAN 
by Florence Miller 

T he d amp morning chill I feel as I 
li ght the kerosene space heater ren1· d 

h 
. . in s 

me t at 1t is a lready December d 
Chri st~as is coming. But I can't s:enm 
tbo g~ft in to the Christmas mood. May-

e. 1 I go downtown it will be d iffer
ent. 

T he big eight-story department stores 
are gayly decorated with colored ligh ts 
and designs ranging from Snow-White 
to Santa C laus but nothing to make the 
observer aware of the Christ of Christ
mas. True, o ne does hear Ch . t . . n s mas 
carols mingled with popular C h . tm 

' n s as 

tunes in the stereo section, but no one 
is listening to the words enough to de
tect any difference. The store is crowd
ed because of Christmas sales. F am 
il ies won' t be celebrating Christmas in 
their homes, but still they buy Christ
m as cards and gifts to give to others. 
Children are familia r with the s tory of 
Santa bringing gifts for good boys and 
girls and young people like to exchange 
presents a t parties. Even at work there 
wi ll be parties with d rinking and merry-

making. 
I return home, more exhausted than 

inspi red, and sit down briefly to con
sider the Christmas celebrations fo r 
which I must prepare. F irst the one a t 
the Osaka Bib lical Seminary where I 
teach. The students a re planning to 
presen t a play giving the true message 
of C hri stmas to the p eople of the com
munity. Next comes our neighbor
hood Christmas which m y housemate 
and I plan for several of the fami lies 
a nnually. We' re p lanning to have the 
ladies over to teach them how to bake 
Christmas cookies, fo llowed by slides 
and a tape giving the C h r istmas story. 
T hen I m ust give a message for the 
Women's Group at the K yoto church . 
They are plannin g to invite some new 
ladies to their C h ristm as luncheon . 
They wi ll probably decorate their tab le 
wi th the trad itio na l decoration cake 
and mandarin o ranges. The next Su n
d ay I'll be going to the K yoto ch~rch 
to witness the baptism of two uni~e~
sity students, one whom I was p n v1-
leged to lead to Ch rist through an En
glish Bible C lass . This will su re ly be 
a memorable C hristmas for him as he 
later participa tes in the Candlelight ser
vice and goes carolling in the streets 
with the young peo ple. . 

As I turn in fo r the night, give 
thanks that though churches in Ja~an 
a re few Christians wi ll again be fa ith
full y b~aring witness of the "L ight ?~ 
the World " and praying that o thers w il 
be drawn to Christ a t C hr istmas. 0 

Miss Florence Miller is a missionary 
to Japan for the North American Bap
tist G eneral Conference. 

CHRISTMAS IN NORTH AMERICA 
by Mrs. Jeanette Stein 

. . · the most C hn stm as m ou r country is h 1 
wonderful celebration of the w 0 e 
year. In November the stores ta~e on 
a fest ive look carols are played 10 tbhe 
stores and on ' the a ir , and everyone e
comes more cheerful. People bec~Tie 
very generous a nd contribute cheer u Y 
to m any o rganizations th a t are P1;2j 

(Co111i1111ed on page 
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n iUhl 
Into 
Christian 
Education 

The Church and 
Sex Education 
V irtually a ll segments of society agree 
that sex education is a m ust. We have 
passed the day when discussion of sex 
was taboo. The openness of sex dis
cussion on radio, television and in 
~ewspapers has led to more openness 
m Ch rist ia n c irc les; therefore, it is 
dou bly important that accura te and 
w holesome sex information be made 
ava ilable to maturi ng chi ldren, young 
people. m a rried couples and pa rents. 
It must have the dimension o f Biblical 
moral values . 

T he re a re at least four basic avenues 
of sex inform ation: public school 
courses, the home. the local church 
and peer groups. 

Peer Groups 
This has been called "street" infor

matio n and includes that w hich comes 
fro.m brothers or sisters. friends, printed 
articles, pic tures e tc. O bviously. this 
avenue is one o f the least reliable s ince 
the atmosphere is one of "forbidden 
fruit" and the instructors are often 
only one step ahead o f the instructed. 
~he information is not likel y to be 
e1t.her med ically accurate or morally 
oriented. 

The Home 

Most of us would agree tha t the 
home is the idea l pl ace for sex edu
cat ion. The problem. however. is tha t 
~el iable research indicates that less than 
lftcen percent of bo ys and thi rt y fi ve 
Percent of girls receive any, if even 
adequate. sex educat ion at home. 

Sex educat ion begins wi th early ch ild----Taken from a paper presented by 
Rev E 1· · t · verett Barker for < 1sc11ss1011. a a 
Pastor's retreat. 

D ecernber 1970 

hood and deals with normal questions, 
such as, "Mommie, w here did I come 
from?" Much sex educa tion is uncon
sc ious as the child sees mother and dad 
tive out the ir normal roles in the home 
and community. Pa rents can be avail
able to answer questions and to provide 
litera ture a t the proper time and place. 
Furthermore, the value system and 
morals of the parents can be taught 
along w ith the physical aspects of sex. 
If children have access to a reliable 
source of info rma tion. they can re
turn as the need a rises. 

Obviously, if parents a re to ade
q uately fu lfi ll the role of sex educa
tors. they are going to need training 
and help to do an adequate job. 

Few parents feel free enough to dis
cuss the subject nor do they always 
know how. T here m ay a lso be the 
problem of commu nication especially 
du r.ing the adolescent years when ch il
d ren are seeking to break away from 
their parents. The parent-child rela
t ionship is the key to effect ive instruc
tion and thi s can even vary w ithin a 
fa mi ly. Because of the increasing prev
alence of divorce a nd other one-parent 
hom es. sex education in the home is 
further limited. Schools. churches and 
o ther agencies need to equip and train 
paren ts for the task. 

The School 
T here is no question about the fact 

tha t the school has fill ed a large gap 
in sex education. Most schools a re do
ing something. no matter how lim ited. 
by way o f films. books. visual a ids and 
lectures in health or phys ical education 
classes. The sex education program in 
Sweden is the most comprehensive in 
the world. go ing from kindergarten 
through hi gh school graduatio n. I t is 
well to take a good look at Swedish 
sex education if one wants to exam ine 
the full impact of this direct ion. 

Schools a re walking a n arrow li ne 
when it comes to religion and h ave 
been avoiding it as much as possible 
in recent years . The result is that sex 
education as taught in public schools, 
is basica lly factual. W hatever moral 
teaching is involved w ill likely be that 
of the teacher a nd can vary tremen
dously. 

Another problem ari ses concerning 
the readiness of children for instruc
tion. Each child is not read y a t the 
same age, but mass educat ion has to 
be given at certa in scheduled times to 
reach the average and the m ajority. 

The Church 
Few churches have any planned pro

gram in th is area. I t m ay be true tha t 
individual pastors or teache rs have 
taken it upon them selves to engage in 
definite effo rt. Other efforts consist of 
an attempt to raise moral implications 
and values before young people. Few 
churches have the staff or experti se to 
engage in a comprehensive sex educa
tion program. 

The church can train parents to edu
cate their chi ldren in the Chri sti an 
perspective of sex. Spreakers a nd d is
cussion. films and books m ay be uti
lized. Concordia Publis hing Com pany 
has a fine set of graded books on sex 
educa tion. T itl es and information 
about films and fi lmst ri ps may be re
quested from the Department of Chris
tian Education. 7308 Madison Street. 
Forest P a rk. Ill inois 60130. The church 
can also continue to teach moral ity 
and to emphasize w hat the Bible has 
to say about the use and misuse of sex. 
This can be done th rough the C h ris
t ian ed ucation program of the church 
as well as pulpi t instruction. 

It is no longer adequa te fo r the 
church to simply conde m n loose be
havior. Young people expect a nswers 
to questions and they expect the dem
onstration of w ho lesome living. lf the 
church does enter the sex education 
field. it is going to have to do so with 
a degree of competance as do the pub
li c schools. The home. school and 
church each have a respo nsibi lity to 
equip themselves to do the best pos
sible job in sex education. D 

TODAY'S TIP 

Make attending your Sunday school a 
special occasion for visiting ch ildren. 
Take a Polaroid pictu re o f each visi tor 
and the ch ild w ho brought him. Let 
the visitor take the picture. and an in
vitation to your Su nday school. home 
with him. O 
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JESUS' USE OF PA R A BLES 
January 3, 1971 
Scripture: Matt. 13:10-17, 34-35 

CENTRAL THOUGHT. Jesus' para
bles both conceal truth from the un
believing and give it illumination for 
the believer. 

INTRODUCTION. A parable is a 
story using situations of life and nature 
to illuminate/ ill ustrate some spiritual 
truth. 

The most frequent error in studying 
the parables is finding significance in 
each and every detail. Unless Jesus in
terprets every element (Parable of the 
Sower) or the story is obviously an al
legory (the Wicked Husbandmen), we 
are wise to study parables under the 
principle that a parable has but one 
point; the details have only incidental 
narrative significance. (On "parables" 
see Bible dictionaries, commentaries; 
A. M. Hunter, Interpreting the Para
bles; Trench, Notes on the Parables.) 

I. THE MYSTERY OF TH E K ING
DOM (10-11 , 34-35). Jesus' country
men, partly because of Roman oppres
sion, cherished the Old Testament 
prophecies of the messianic age. Then 
God's sovereignty over all would be 
evident; then there would be prosper
ity, peace, justice, true worship. Israe l's 
troubles would end when God's de
liverer arrived to set up the eterna l 
kingdom in wh ich Israel would have 
the primary place. 

Against this idea of the Conqueror, 
God's plan was to win through suffer
ing; Messiah was to be a servaot, not 
a general. This is the "mystery" of the 
kingdom. In the New Testament a 
mystery is a secret explained, the reve
lation of God's plan "kept secret from 
the foundation of the world" ( 35). By 
his use of parables Jesus tried to cor
rect the common understanding of the 
kingdom. 

II. THE SECRETS IN THE PARA
BLES (13- 15) . Most of Jesus' hearers 
rejected his teaching on the suffering 
Messiah even though his miracles did 
seem to indicate the inauguration of 
God's reign (Luke I 1 : 20). The para
bles provided a means of sorting out 
the receptive and the rebell ious hear
ers. They were weapons in the war
fare against the kingdom of evil. 

These lessons, prepared by the Rev. 
David Priestley, Junction City, Kan., 
are based on International Sunday 
School Outlines which are copyrighted 
hy the International Council of Reli
gious Education 1964. 
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Until the hearers grasped the true 
nature of the kingdom the parables 
disguised his proclamation that God'_s 
rule was dawning (see Matt. 7:6). His 
antagonists dismissed them as "interest
ing stories;" on the other hand, par~
bles have a lasting qual ity, sticki ng in 

one's mind, requiring a decision. 
Through them we also see the world 
as God sees it. 
III . T HE JOY IN TH E PARABLES 
(12: 16-17). The receptive hearer is 
blessed ; he has responded as God in
tended and, therefore, receives the 
benefits as God plans; he is truly hap
py, genuinely satisfied, really successful. 
QUESTIONS: 1) Do you make too 
much of the detai ls of a parable rather 
than fi nd ing its one main point? 2 ) 

BIBLB 
sruo 

What is the difference between a para
ble and an allegory? 3) Are Jesus' 
parables deliberately confusing? 4) 
Why did Jesus use such simple stories? 

NATURE OF THE K INGDOM 
January 10, 1971 
Scripture: Matt. 9:14-17; 13:31 -33, 

51-52; Mark 4:26-29 

CENTRAL THOUGHT. God's reign, 
evident in Jesus' messianic ministry will 
replace, grow, extend until it reaches 
its intended fru ition. 

INTRODUCTION. This quarter's 
comments make no distinction between 
the Kingdom of Heaven and the King
dom of God. Matthew prefers the for
mer usage because it avoids God's 
name. 

The kingdom is God's evident exer
cise of his sovereignty in the affairs of 
those who have volunteered their alle
giance to him. It is God's ru le God' 
re ign. With the incarnation antl mi nis~ 
try of th~ Son, God begins his attack 
on the kingdom of evi l and his own 

eternal authori ty rises to view. The 
kingdom theme is cent ral to Jes us' 
teaching, mi racle-working, suffering and 
death; many parables explain it d irect
ly. (On "kingdom" see J. R. W. Stott, 
Basic ln trod11ctio11 to the New Tesw
m ent; A. M. H unter, /111rod11cing New 
Testament Theology; G . E. Ladd, The
ology o f the New Testam ent. ) 
I. THE KIN GDOM IS PRESENT 
(Matt. 9: 14-15) . With Jesus arrival 
God·s ru le begins. H is d isciples' joy is 
completely proper (see John 3 :29) and 
abstent ion from God's good gifts would 
not be fitting. 
II. NEW FORMS (Matt. 9: 16-17 ). 
T he color and conviviality of a wedding 
fur ther suggest that old ways cannot 
survive the stretchin g and pulling of 
God's authority; God's reign will burst 
the limits of tradition, habit, sin. That 
which is u nsuited for the kingdom wi ll 
perish ; and where the old ways strug
gle to survive, God cannot rule. 
III. T H E G ROWI NG K INGDOM 
(Matt. 13:3 1-33; Mark 4:26-29). From 
insignificant beginnings (see I Cor. 1: 
20, 26-27) God's rule is extend ing it
self - spi ritually, temporally, national
ly - until the d ay of harvest when it 
will hard ly resemble its seed. Jesus does 
not mean an ever-expanding influence 
of the Gospel producing the millenium. 
J ust that it is God's ki ngdom, and its 
success is certain and magni ficent. 
IV. T HE TEACH ERS OF THE 
KINGDOM (Matt. 13:5 1-52). The 
disciples (who are " instructed unto/ 
trained for the kingdom" ) who are also 
familiar with the Law and with the 
common things of li fe are equipped to 
present to their hearers both the old 
and the new in such a way that they 
will also understand what God's ru le is 
like. This sets a high premium o n per
sonal discipleship, Bi ble study and 
earthiness. 
QUESTION: 1) Can the old be com
bined with the new? 2) Do we trust 
God to extend his ki ngdom? Do we 
feel we have to do it for him? Or do 
we feel we will always be an ins ignifi
cant minori ty? 

VA L UE OF THE K INGDOM 
January 17, 1971 
Scripture: Matt. 13:44-46; Luke 14: 

15-24 
CENTRAL T HOUGHT. God's king
dom is so valuable it is worth any 
price; rejection of it is an insult shoddy 
excuses cannot disguise. 
INTRODUCTION. Other standards, 
other goals, other rewards are mere 
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ti nsel and fro th in comparison with the 
rea lities of life wi th God. 
I. THE PRICE TO BE PAID (Matt. 
13: 44-46). Both stor ies teach that 
nothing else is so valuable as being sub
ject to God's rule. "The kingdom is 
wealth which demonetizes all other 
currencies" (T. W . Manson). Many 
of the parables and sayings of Jesus 
cha llenge us to dec ide between God 
and property, family, position. self; 
these two ~tories make the simple state
ment that the kingdom is worth any 
cost. 

II. TH E VALUES SOME REFUSE 
(Luke 14: 15-24). The messianic age 
was often pic tured as a banquet. Only 
those who respond to God's call will 
enjoy the benefits of his rule. The de
ta ils of this parable have prompted 
some to interpret it as an allegory of 
the Jewish rejection and the Gentile 
engrafti ng; elements of his argument 
against the religious establishment do 
appear. But here he is emphas izing the 
need to accept the invitation. 

T he excuses offered by the invited 
guests are insulti ng to the host and in
dicate a dis torted scale of values. In 
contrast to the fi rst two parables the 
characters prefer business and personal 
affai rs above the invita tio n. Disregard 
for the invi tation closes the door with 
finality on the fi rst guests invited. The 
character of those who did enjoy the 
banquet is unspecified ; the parable just 
says that the joys o f the mi llenium are 
given only to those who accept the in
vitation into the kingdom. 

QUESTIONS : I ) Are there certain be
havior traits (cross-bearing) which 
show our self-sacr ifice for the sake of 
the kingdom? 2) How can we tell we 
have accepted the invitation to be God's 
subject and share his banquet? 3) 
Should the Gospel be preached only to 
the socia ll y unfit - drug addicts. crimi
nals, etc? A ren' t they the ones who 
respond? 

GOD'S WA ITING LOVE 
January 24, 1971 
Scripture: Luke 15: 11-24 
CENTRAL THOUGHT. God patient
ly waits for us rebe ls to come to our 
senses and return to him , the o nly 
source of true freedom. 
INTRODUCTION. The central figure 
is the Father, and Jesus is tell ing us: 
God is like this and you are like these 
brothers. Jesus C hrist is the proof that 
God truly is like this father. 
l . THE PERMISS IVE FATHER ( ll -
20a). Although he designed us to fe l-
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lowship with hi m, God does not force 
us to love him or be with him. We 
want to be free: we fear we will m iss 
out on life - so God lets us go. to 
squander or to hoard our weal th of 
time, strength property, intell igence. 
But for all our independent posture it 
is the father's wealth on which we ac
tually live ( H. Thielecke). While we 
want to do as we please, we aren't 
really free away fro m God. We be
come slaves to chemicals. to society, to 
psychological d rives, to possessions, to 
physical cravings, to fear, to loneliness, 
to self, to Satan. 

II. TH E PATI ENT FATH ER (20b) . 
This story tells us that God waits. 
T here is no pursuit, no pressure, no 
"hound of heaven" here. God also 

longs for the return of the wayward. 
rebellious. independence-seeking child. 
H is love never wavers regardless of 
how long or how far we may go. Un
til we return to the Father we are 
somewhat deranged (Eph. 4:23). 

Ilf. T H E PARDONING FATHER 
(2 1-24). God loves the sinner before 
he repents; God forgives the sinner 
when he repents . Interrupti ng the son's 
sincere and contrite confession, the 
father welcomes him and orders a cele
bration. Pardoned, reinstated. the son 
is now where he can grow to be like 
the father, freed from the enslaving 
force of his own selfishness. Freedom 
is to become what one ought to be 
(Thielecke). Made in God's image, we 
can never be like him. unless we are 
close to him. 

QUESTIONS: I) Are we as patient 
with the rebell ious and immature as 
God is? 2) Do we feel some pennance 
is required before the openly wayward 
are welcome in our fami ly, our church, 
our community? 3) How would your 
church change if the congregation seri-

ously behaved as though God were like 
this waiti ng, forgiving father? 

THE BASIS OF GOD'S REWARDS 
January 31, 1971 
Scripture: Matt. 20:1 -16 
CENTRAL THOUGHT. God's rule is 
impartial; his benefits a re equally dis
tr ibuted among all who accept his au
thority. 
INTRODUCTION. The Palestinian 
marketplace was the hiring plaza. a 
sort of "union hall" where day laborers 
were available. 
I. HIRED FOR K INGDOM WORK 
( 1-7 ) . T he Old Testament law re
qui red that a laborer be paid by the 
day (Lev. 19: 13: Deut. 24: 14-15: com
pare Ex. 22:26-27) so that there would 
be no cycles of "feast and famine" in 
the household. 

"A penny a day" sounds m iserably 
cheap to our ears. T he "penny," how
ever, was the standard daily laborer's 
wage throughout the Roman Empire. 
Earlier in Greece it had been the price 
of a sheep. But its value varied, and 
its purchasing power cannot be ac
curately determined . It probably pro
vided only a meager existence. The 
workers hi red later were gra teful for 
the hope of earning even a fraction of 
it. 
TT. PAID FOR KINGDOM WORK 
( 8-16) . The discontent and protest of 
the first crew show the main thrust of 
the parable: the benefits of obedience 
to God's rule are ava ilable to all who 
"hire out" to him, to all who accept 
his call to work . 

Jealousy and privilege have no place 
in G.od's realm: first and last are equal. 
But iealousy and grumbling are not un
known in God's realm: praise him that 
he is merciful. generous. kind. good and 
not merely just! Yet the grumblers are 
recipients of grace. too. although they 
extinguish their joy in God's grace. 
Grace. being unmerited. is based only 
on the goodness of the Householder: 
and ~race is crucial for citizenship in 
the kingdom. Only those who mistake 
grace for privilege will object. 
QUESTION : 1) Is the wage of the 
householder a reward for work clone 
or an honorarium for accepting em
ployment? 2) What place do r;wards 
and personal effort (good deeds) have 
in God's kingdom? 3) Is it fair for the 
householder not to give privileges/ spe
cial . benefi ts to senior workers. more 
quali fied workers, workers with better 
?ac,~g1:0,~mds? Ho~ ~o we decide what 
1s fair ? Does fairness'' have 

c any-
thing to do with God's rule? 0 
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OUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
ELK GROVE, CALIF. The anniver
sary program of the Women's M iss ion
ary Society was held at the Firs t Bap
tist Church on Sept. 20, 1970. The 
theme song, "Greater Works Than 
These," was sung. The welcome was 
given by Mrs. Roy Dollinger, presi
dent. A tape from Mrs. Birdie John
son. Cameroon, was hea rd. Guest 
speaker was Miss Esther Schultz, who 
served for many yea rs as a m issionary 
to Cameroon, as manager of Soppo 
schools and supervisor of schools for 
the entire Cameron Baptist Miss ion. 
She also served as the teacher for the 
chi ldren of our missionaries. She is 
now living at Lodi , Cali f. In closing 
she told the story of the Prodigal Son 
in Pidgin E nglish, as told to the 
Cameroonians. The closing prayer was 
offered by the pastor o f the church, the 
Rev. Merle Brenner. (Mrs. Leonard 
Fandrich, reporter.) 

ELK GROVE, CALIF. A farewell , 
honoring Gary and Sha ron Vossler, 
was held a t the First Baptist Church 
on Aug. 19. The c hurch gave a scho l
arship gift to Garry Vossler to help 
further his training in the Seminary a t 
Sioux Falls. S.D . 

During the summer months the Vos
slers a ttended H ume L ake conference 
and weekend retreats for young people 
and a you ng married group. About 40 
to 50 persons attended each retreat. 
Much of the success for the Vosslers 
was due to the ir dedication in the ser
vice for Christ. The Rev. Merle E. 
Brenner is pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
Leonard Fandrich. reporter.) 

APPLETON, MINN. On June 19. 
1970, a church mo rtgage burn ing ser
vice was held at the First Baptist 
Church. Jn 1969. $2.059.69 was taken 
in to pay orT the debt in Decemher. 
Pictured I . to r. Rev. Arnold Friez. 
Mrs. Emma Ninneman, Mrs. Martha 
Friedrich. oldest members. and deacon 
Harold Pust. 

Pastor Arnold M. Friez was in a 
seriou~ car accident in December. 1969. 
and was hospi talized several months. 
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T he Seminary in Sioux Falls, S.D., 
helped us with speakers for our ser
vices. Rev. Friez returned to serve us 
again in June. 

We had special meetings with the 
Lindquist Brothers. ( Isabel Sjolie re-
porter.) ' 

GREELEY, COLO. T he Rev. Richard 
Grenz, pastor of the Sherwood Park 
Baptist Church , was honored Sunday 
~ept. 13, . ~uring the afternoon servic~ 
in re~ogni t1~n ~f the 30th anniversary 
of his ord inatio n and his birthday. 
Spokesmen for .th~ church and speak
ers a.t the assoc1at1on meetings brought 
greetings and congratula tions. (Pauline 
Bruntz, repo rter.) 

MARTIN, N .D. The Martin Baptist 
C~ur.ch observed its Annual H arvest 
M1ss10~ Fest on Sunday, Sept. 27. The 
Rev. Z1rbe o f the Menno nite Breth 
C~~rch in Har~ey was guest Speake/en 

~orne~ts with our Missionary" was 
the title given a Missionary Conference 
on Sept. 28-29. Miss Florence Mi lle 
?n. furl~ugh from Japan, presented a~ 
insight into the Japanese m iss ion fie ld 
through slides and comments Sh · e was 
a g~est at the home of Pastor and Mrs 
Alvin Auch. ( M rs. LeJune Kost re~ 
porter.) ' 

BALGONIE, SASK. On Sept 27 
Pastor D arold Sauer had a ded: . ' . . 1cation 
service for children. H is the 
"The Status of a Child " Thme fwas. 
.1. . h · ree am-
1 1es wi t a total of six ch.Id 
d d' d 1 ren were 

e icate . (Mrs. Isabella Bru k 
porter. ) c er, re-

DANZIG, S.D. The South Oak 
sociation met in the Danzt ota A.s
Church on October 2-4 I 970g ~apt 1st 
c hurches represented • T h • with 15 
theme was "Summons . to Ac~on ~~neral 
Rev. Donald Mi ller. Vice Presid. T he 
Development o f our Seminary :nt for 
the opening message on F :d rought 

· "A S n ay eve ning. ummo ns to Action " -
The Rev. Jothan Benke . 

the Association. The R moderated 
H ev. and M erman Effa miss1'on . rs. 

· an es to 8 . 
were guest speakers. razil , 

Saturday morning R·· 
devotion on "A S .~v. Effa le. d the 
T ummons t p 

he various reports in the . o ray." 
our . denomination - Yout1nte rest of 
Nursing H ome at M . h Camp. 
Church Extension and C ad1son, S.D .. 
were presented by the r:rnpu~ Ministry 
sentatives. spect1ve repre-

The WMU and the Me ' 
hood held thei r lunche n s Brother-

ons and business 

meetings with the Rev. and Mrs. H. 
Erra as guest speakers. 

Saturday was Youth Night with the 
Rev. Arlyn Thiclenhaus in charge. 
Rev. Miller brought the Sunday morn
ing message on " A Summons to G o 
and T each." At a Mission Rally in the 
afternoon the Rev. and Mrs. H. Effa 
challen ged the Association again with 
a visual presenta tion. (C. H. Seecamp, 
secretary.) 

TRENTION ILL Two baptismal ser
vices were ' held at the First Baptist 
Church. On Sunday May 17, 1970, 
three young people were bapt ized on 
confession of their fai th and three 
young men on Sept. 27, I ~70. These 
s ix and the P astor. Bob Neighbors, are 

pictured. This brings the 
year to eight baptisms. 
were baptized in March. 
Ranz, clerk.) 

total for the 
Two others 
(Mrs. Elmer 

PORTLAND, ORE. The Be tha ny Bap
tist Church has been priv ileged to have 
had visits from many missio naries. K en 
and June Goodman told us o f their 
work in Africa. The H erman Effa fam
ily presented a ll phases of the ir work, 
toge the r with native costumes and mu
sic which made us awa re of the needs 
of that country. T he Ralph Ne.l~on 
fam ily, new appoin tees to the Brazilian 
field. also visi ted us. They showed 
slides of the ir former work in North
ern Brazil a lo ng the Amazon River. 
Martha Nelson told an Amazon story 
to the children and sang songs in the 
Portuguese tongue. . 

T he church ex te nsio n work a t Hills
boro with Pastor Martin Franke has be
gun wi th Th ursday evening prayer a nd 
Bible stud y. A number of persons from 
Bethany have joined in the new work. 
(Florence Bauder. reporter.) 

ANAHEIM CALIF The Rev. ~· 
Ernie Rog;lski his ~i fe Elsie a nd their 

' wel-
children. Donna and Ma rk. were 
corned by the mem bers of Bethel Bap
tist C hurch a t the morning service on 

Sep t. 6. 1970 . sister 
In the afternoon N.A.B. R 'ch

chu rches a nd their pastors. Rev. h~im 
a rd Carmen. President o f the 0A~a Reu-
Ministe rial Association. and 
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ben Olson, interim pastor. gathered at 
a reception service for the Rogalski 
fami ly. ( R. L. Ulrich, moderator.) 

K".'~ KAKEE, ILL. M iss Richards, 
m1ss1onary on furlough from H.C.J.B., 
Q uito, Ecuador, and a former church 
worker a t Immanuel , spoke on "Mo
ments of Destiny" to the ladies at the 
fa ll rally o f the Women's Missionary 
Society of Immanuel Baptist Church. 
Mrs. Douglas G allagher, chairman, pre
sided. 

Year books, prepared by Mrs. Rus
sell Sells, program chai rman, assisted 
by Mrs. Ron H ayhurst and Miss Marie 
Wagenaar, were d istributed. 

M rs. Gary Schroeder spoke in our 
church on Sunday, Sept. 27. 

Offerings were taken. and contribu
tions were voted to the Central Baptist 
Home at Norridge, and toward our 
W.M.U. pledge. 

Christmas gifts were discussed to be 
sent to the m issionaries supported by 
the circles. 

Mrs. Leonard Jones, the White Cross 
Chairman. reported on quotas and arti 
c les to be collected. 

A combined missionary meeting and 
C hristmas buffet is p lanned for D ec. 3. 
(Mrs. Alice Luhrs, reporter. ) 

DURHAM, KAN . F ourteen young 
people were baptized upon confession 
of faith on Aug. 30. T he following 
Sunday they, along with one adult 
transfer, were accepted as church mem
bers during a Communion service. The 
Rev. H enry La ng is pastor of the 
church. (Mrs. Robert Geis, reporter.) 

~clAUGHLIN, S.D. The McLau.gh
lin Bapt ist Women's Missionary Society 
held their annual guest night Sept. 11, 
Wi th 36 ladies present. Janell Kling~n
b~rg, president. opened the meeting 
WJth the theme song "Greater Works 
Shall Ye Do." A lyce Moser led in de
votions, Mrs. Edward K opf of H erreid , 
S.~ .. was special speaker. She is t~e 
Wife of the Baptist pastor at He~r~1d . 
She gave a message on "The Christian 
Woma n." Mrs. Klingenberg and t~o 
membe rs were in charge of entertain
me nt du ring the lunch time. 

The ladies presented their president. 
Who is also wife of the pastor. a going
away gift. It was her last meeting. The 
fa m ily is moving to Houston, Texas. 

~EORGE, IOWA T he Central Bap
t~st C hurc h has been without a pastor 
s ince J anuary 1970. Our moderator. 
a long with the o ther deacons, have 
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been busy securing pulpit supply. All 
other activities continue as usual. Work 
has been done on the parsonage and 
we have a lady who prepares bulletins 
every Sunday. Our pulpit committee is 
busy contacting candidates for the pas
torate. ( Mrs. H arvey Schmidt, re
porter.) 

VERNON , B.C. Members and friends 
ga thered to welcome our new pastor, 
Dr. and Mrs. A . S. Felberg, on Sept. 
20, 1970. G reetings were extended to 
Dr. and Mrs. F elberg by pastors from 
Kelowna and Vernon and various rep
resentatives in the Vernon church. T he 
Rev. E. E. Nikkel of Kelowna, who 
has served the Vernon Church as in
terim pastor during the past few 
months. was master of ceremonies. 
Dr. Felberg. prior to coming to Ver
non. was president of NAB College. 
(Mrs. Joyce F rank, reporter.) 

CHICAGO, ILL. The Foster Avenue 
Baptist Church held its P romotion Day 
in October. Pictured are some of the 
Kindergarten graduates receiving their 
certificates. E ight leather-bound Bibles 
were awarded to the third grade grad
uates. These children were required to 

recite all the Books o f the Bible. 
T wenty-five members o f the Sunday 
school had perfect attendance. Five of 
these received special recognition with 
4. 6, 9, 10, and 1 1 years of perfect 
attendance. The Rev. Clarence Walth 
is pastor of the church. (Gloria W ieg
man, reporter.) 

EAST DETROIT, MICH. The Ridge
mont Baptist Church set apart to the 
gospel ministry. Heinz Rossol, one of 
it's own young men on Thursday, Oct. 
I. 1970. 

The candidate is a 1969 graduate of 
our North American Baptist Seminary 
and has just completed one year of 
study at the Baptist Seminary in Ham
burg. Germany. as an exchange stu
dent. He has been serving the Austin 
Street Baptist Church in Buffalo, N .Y .. 
since Aug. 16. 1970. 

T he Ordination Council unanimously 
recommended to the Ridgemont Bap
tist Church of East Detroit. Mich .. that 

DUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
they proceed with the ordination ser
vice. 

T he ordination service was partici
pated in by several pastors from neigh
boring churches. The Rev. Reinhold 
Kerstan from Forest Park, Il l., gave 
the ordination sermon at the request 
of the candidate. (Robert Radcliffe, 
reporter.) 

WESSINGTON SPRINGS, S.D. On 
Sunday, Sept. 27 the Ebenezer and Im
manuel Baptist churches united for the 
annual H arvest Mission Fest with the 
Rev. David Draewell. president of our 
Seminary at Sioux F alls. as guest 
speaker. All the organizations of the 
churches had an act ive part in the ser
vices. T he people showed their grati
tude to God by giving an offering of 
nearly S 1800. This entire offering was 
designated for denominational general 
missions. 

After serving the Ebenezer and Im
manuel Baptist Churches of Wessing
ton Springs for ten years, and they 
have been happy years . we presented 
our resignation to the churches to take 
effect at the end o f 1970 when we shall 
retire from the active ministry. We 
shall continue to reside in Wessington 
Springs where Mrs. Lutz and I will be 
the Executive Directors of the Wessing
ton Springs Redevelopment Commis
ion. This is a low rent housing develop
ment for the aged. (Thomas Lutz. 
pastor.) 

NAPOLEON, N .D. On Sunday Sept. 
27. the church observed its Harvest 
and Mission Festival with the Rev. 
Henry P feifer. pastor of the church. 
bringing the morning message. "Spiri
tual Frui tfulness." The afternoon mes
sage was brought by Dr. M. Vander
beck from the F irst Baptist Church 
Linton. N.D. H is message was en~ 
titled. " Harvest H ymn of Pra ise." Jn 
the sanctuary was a display of canned 
goods. fru its and vegetables . The after
noon .o~ering was designated entirely 
for m1ss1ons. (Mrs. Edwin Pfeifle. re
porter.) 

CHICAGO, ILL. The youth groups of 
the Foster Avenue Church engaged in 
several activities during the summer 
months. Under the leadership o f the 
Youth Director. Robert Saylor, they 
sponsored a car wash. Over 50 auto
mobiles were cleaned with a profit o f 
$I 00.50. This was des ignated for the 
Spanish American Mission in Colorado. 
T~e young people also donated their 

se1:v1ccs for odd ]Obs. All payment re
ceived was contnbuted to a fund to 
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OUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
help purchase equipment for the new 
gymnasium now being built. They 
also participated in a "Sharing of our 
fa ith" time at O'Hare Airport. The 
Rev. Clarence Walth is pastor of the 
church. (B. Scroggin, reporter.) 

RACINE, W IS. Grace Church has 
beer. blessed by sharing in Pastor 
Breitkreuz's spiritual-renewing gift trip 
to the Holy Land. He relived the har
rowing experience of being shot at 
while on a tourist bus and witnessing 
three women injured, one resulting in 
death. 

In July Rev. and Mrs. Breitkreuz re
ceived a gift trip to Japan where they 
were privileged to visit our missionaries 
and their endeavors. Our people have 
been challenged to give a short term of 
time to serve there by teaching English 
and at the same time bearing a witness 
for God. (Mrs. Arthur Hilker, re
porter.) 

RAPID CITY, S.D. The Rev. Melvin 
Warkentin and fa mily were honored at 
a farewell luncheon at the South Can
yon Baptist Church, Sept. 27, 1970. 
The Warkentins will be serving in Enid, 
Oklahoma. (G ladys Beusch , reporter.) 

STOCKTON, CALIF. The welcome 
and installation of our new pastor and 
family, the Rev. F red Jantz, Kathy and 
Philip took place at the Swain Oaks 
Baptist Church in Stockton. Pastors 
from each church in the a rea extended 
greetings and our Area District Secre
tary, the Rev. Hans J. Wilcke, gave the 
address. (Mrs. E. A. Kanwischer, re
porter. ) 

CHANCELLOR, S.D. On July 14, the 
First Baptist Church hosted "The New 
Life Singers" of the NAB College in 
Edmonton, Alta. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Herman Effa, mis
sionaries in Brazil, conducted the ser
vices in our church on Sunday, Sept. 
27 and also on Tuesday night. 

Six candidates fo llowed the Lord in 
baptism upon the confession of their 
fa ith on Sept. I I . The hand of fe llow
ship was extended to them at the Oc
tober communion service. Dr. C . H. 
Seecamp is pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
Raymond DeNeui, reporter. ) 

McLAUGHLIN, S.D. On Sept. 13, a 
mortgage burn ing ceremony was held. 
This was made possible when the F irst 
Baptist Church of Selfridge. N .D., was 
dissolved and they sold their property 
and presented a generous gift to the 
McLaughlin church . 

On Sept. 20 a baptismal service was 
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held for a mother and three children. 
These four and two others, were given 
the hand of fellowship at the commu
nion service. On the same evening the 
church held a farewell for the pastor 
and his famil y, the Rev. Jacob Klingen
berg. They have accepted a call to a 
church extension project in Houston, 
Tex. A love offering was held for them. 

A Missionary Conference was held 
Sept. 23-27 with Florence Miller and 
the Rev. Fred Holzimmer as speakers. 
The Mcintosh and Isabel churches also 
participated. (Anna Bertsch, reporter.) 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. Sept. 16, 
1970, marked the 96th anniversary of 
the Pilgrim Baptist Church. The Rev. 
Assaf Husmann, a former pastor now 
retiring to Florida, spoke on "Memori
als in Memory Lane." Rev. Husmann 
presented the past and challenged us 
to the futu re . He drew our attention 
to the fac t that the Pilgrim Baptist 
C hurch has had only 10 pastors in its 
history. 

The fo llowing week we observed 
Home Coming Sunday. In the morn
ing service, amid the stra ins of the 
Doxology, the mortgage of the educa-

tional un it was burned. (pictured ) We 
sti ll owe a few members several thou
sands of dollars which they lent us in
terest free. These shall be paid off on 
a regul ar basis. 

T he climax of the day was a Sacred 
Concert presented by many of our 
talented members and both choirs. 
T here was also a presentation in song 
an? piano by Mr. Walter Emery and 
Miss Dorothy Fuchs. T he Rev. Milton 
Zeeb is the pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
William Esenwein, reporter.) 

MERCER, N .D. T he F irst Baptist 
Church invited six churches in the 
Northern Association to participate in 
an Ordination Council for Mr. John 
Silvey. Mr. Silvey received his educa
tion for the ministry at St. Paul Bible 
College. Wayland Baptist College in 
Texas and Golden Gate Baptist T heo
logical Seminary in San Francisco 
C_alif. Mr. . Silvey gave an account of 
his conversion, call into the ministry, 

educational prepa ration and doctrinal 
views sat isfactor ily to the Council. The 
church proceeded with the Council's 
recommendation for ordination o n Oct. 
2, 1970. The Rev. David J. D rawell , 
President of the N .A.B. Seminary, de
livered the ordination sermon. The 
Rev. Gordon Husinga of Turtle Lake 
gave the charge to the church, the Rev. 
Harry Johnson of Goodrich, the charge 
to the candidate and the Rev. Wesley 
Blackburn of Washburn, the ordination 
prayer. Rev. Silvey gave the Benedic
tion. Rev. Silvey also supplies the 
Bethel Cooperative Parish in Mercer. 
(Rev. Edwin F. Walter, reporter.) 

McCLUSKY, N .D. The McClusky 
Baptist Church had their second bap
tismal service this year on Sept. 27. 
Pastor Walter gave an appropriate mes
sage on "Baptism - When? How? 
Why?" 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Wenning and 
Cynthia Neuharth were then baptized 
upon confession of their faith in C hrist 
and were accepted as members on Oct. 
4 during the Communion Service. 
Sometime ago 12 were baptized and 
two others were received by letter. 
(Edwin Walter, pastor.) 

GREELEY, COLO. The first annual 
Colorado Association was offici ally or
ganized on Sept. 12, 1970, with the 
Sherwood Park Baptist C hurch serving 
as host. Officers are Rev. Merv Kramer, 
moderator ; Rev. Richard Grenz, Vice 
moderator ; Mrs. Lloyd Krieger, Sec.
Treas. G uest speakers were Rev. D an
iel Fuchs, Rev . F red Holzimmer, Rev. 
David Keiry. Dr . J. C. G unst. The 
theme was "Family Crisis Cause/Cure." 

Churches present were Bethel Bap
tist, Del Norte; F irst Baptist, LaSalle ; 
Sie rra Baptist, Aurora; Sherwood P ark 
Baptist, G reeley; guest chu rch, G race 
Baptist, Monte Vista and the mission 
chapel of Center. (Myra K rieger, re
porter.) 

HOUSTON, TEX. On Sunday after
noon, Oct. 4, 1970, the members a~d 
friends of the Anderson Road Baptist 
Church and guests from Southern Con
ference churches met at a specia l ser
vice to install the Rev. Jakob K lingen
berg -and famil y as the new pastor. The 
Rev. Gordon T homas of Dallas, Texas, 
led the service of installat ion and 
brought the charge to the pastor and 
congregatio n. Mr. Norman Lengen
feld, cha irman of the Southern Con
ference C hurch Extension Committee 
and Mr . Raymond Engelbrecht , mod-
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DAPTIS'f H ERAL D 

M RS. F LORA MOLLHAGEN NEE HABE L, 88, 
of Lorraine , K an .. died on M a y 31 , 1970. She 
was born on February 14, 1882, in St. J oseph, 
Mich. In 1908 she was married to H arry W. 
Mollh agen . She became a member of the First 
Baptist Church o f Lo rraine, Kan., after her mar
riage, where she was active, not only in the 
church , but also in co mmunity and gove rnment 
organizations. Surviving her arc a d aughter, M rs. 
Edith Ch risty; two sons : Milton and Stanley; ten 
grandchildren, 11 great-grandch ildren and one sis
ter. A memo rial fu nd has been established at 
the NAB Sem inary, Sioux Falls, S.D. The Rev. 
D onald D ecker was the ofliciating m inister at the 
funeral service. 

FRANK BUNCH , 73. o f Cleveland , O hio, died 
on Sept. 6, 1970. H e was born on Nov. I , 1897, 
in Rochester, Ky. In 1923 he was m a rried to 
D o rothy Linsz. A s a young man he accepted 
C hrist as his Savior, was baptized and became 
a member of the H illcrest Baptist Church where 
h~ served on several b oards. Su rviving him a rc 
his wife ; two daughters : M rs. A lice Jane Stevens 
M rs. G ail Arled ge; six grandchild ren, fi ve b roth'. 
c rs and fou r sisters. The Rev. Edwa rd Ka ry was 
the officiating minister a t the fu ne ral service. 

MRS. LORRA INE N EYMEYER NEE P ET E RS. 
49, of Aplin gton. Iowa. died on Sept. 29, 1970. 
She was bo rn on Sept. 30, 1920, in H artford , 
S.D . In 1942 s he was m arr ied to Clarence Ney
meyer. She accepted C hrist as her personal Sav
ior, was baptized in 1947 and became a member 
o f t he Aplin gton Ba ptist C hurch. She was active 
in the youth program. in Sunday school and the 
Women's E vening Circle. Surv iving her are her 
husband ; one son. Robert; her parents Mr. and 
M rs. C a rl Peters an d one brother. T he Rev. D on
ald Patel was the ofl1ci3ting minis ter at t he 
fu neral service . 

Our Churches in Action 
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erator of the Southern Conference, 
spoke words o f welcome. 

The day began with a Sunday School 
Promotion D ay Program. Dr. W. H . 
Barsh, pastor o f Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Kyle, Texas, brought the mes
sage in the morning. The evening ser
vice closed as Brother Klingenberg led 
his new co ngregation in fellowshi p 
arou nd the Lord's Table. 

The church is thankful to the Rev. 
Kenneth Zuercher who served as in
terim pastor for three months. 

JAMESBURG N .J. Approximately 
125 balloon; were released Sunday 
r:iorning, Sept. 27, from the F irst Bap
tist C hurch grounds. All Sunday school 
scholars, teache rs and office rs released 
~ balloon to celebrate Rally Day and 
1 ~ observance of the church's 85th an
niversary. Each balloon carried a tract 
e~plain i ng the way to heaven. and a 
~~p of paper identi fying the name of 
t e church and the sender. Bibles are 
0 be awarded to all who find balloons 

anct retu rn them to the church . An 
~Xtra award will be made to the one 
d:turn ing a balloon found the fa rthest 

istanc f F d p
0 

e rom Jamesburg. Mrs. re 
he~ler, Sunday School Superin tendent. 
t an ed a committee in charge o~ ar-

gen1ents. The Rev. Karl E. Bieber 

[) 
eceniber 1970 

MR. ADOLP H H AR MEL, of Vancouver, died 
on Sept. 16, 1970. He was born in Sa ro n. A lta. 
In 1950 he was m a rried to Edna Miller. Sur
viving him arc his wife; one son, Gary and one 
d aughter, D arlene; two b rothers and one sister. 
T he Rev. Paul Siewert officiated at the funeral 
service. 

DARNELL DARICE KETTE RLING, II months . 
o f Wishek , N.D .. died in an auto accident on 
Sept. 26, 1970. She was born on Oct. 6, 1969, 
in Bismarck, N.D. Survivin g her are her par
ents, Mr. and Mrs. D ale Ketterling ; o ne brothe r 
an d two sisters; grandparents : M r. and Mrs. 
Ruben Ketterling and Mr. and Mrs. W alter 
Nagel. Pastors Clemence Auch and Len Strelau 
oflicia ted at the fu neral service. 

M RS. KATH ERI NE MONTIE NEE H EM RICK , 
82, of Chilliwack, B.C .. died on Sept. 16, 1970. 
She was born o n May I. 1888 in Roumania. Jn 
1906 she married Conrad Mo ntie, and t wo years 
la ter they emigrated to Canad a. She was con
verted. baptized and a member of the Baptist 
church . Su rvivin g her arc her husband; two 
daughters : Mrs. Beth Anus. Mrs. Erna Morto n: 
two sons : J ohn and Fred; ten grandch ildren, ten 
great-grandchildren. and one s ister. T he Rev. 
Robert Jaster officia ted at the funera l service. 

CA RL GOE BE L, 76. of Lehr, N .D ., died. H e 
was born on June 11. 1894, in Russia. In 1908 
he emigrntcd to America with his parents . He 
married Ma rie Zimmerman in 19 15 . Surviving 
him arc his wife. Marie : one son. Leon and one 
daughter, M rs. Viola Bechtel ; two sisters, six 
grandchildren and two great-grandch ildren. T he 
Rev. Leonard Strelau was the ofliciating minister 
at the fu neral service. 

is pastor of the church. (Marguerite 
Lee, repor~er.) 

ST. PAUL, MINN. The annual ses
sions o f the Mi nnesota-LaCrosse As
sociation were held at the Redeemer 
Baptist Church. St. Paul , Minnesota on 
Sept. 11-1 2, 1970. The host past~r for 
these days was the Rev. Leland Friesen, 
and the Rev. F red Klein was the mod
erator for the business sessio ns. 

The Rev. Everett Barker of Forest 
Park, Ill.. and Miss F lorence Miller who 
is home on furlough from Japan as
sisted in developing the theme. "Under
standing Our Tasks." A number of pas
tors and laymen partic ipated in the in
teres ting discussion groups. 

The Associa tion concluded with a 
youth banquet on Saturday evening. 

Officers for the coming year are : 
Moderator. Mr. Herb Legler: Modera
tor-Elect, D r. Peter Fehr; Secretary. 
Miss Iola Kludt: and Treasurer. Mr. 
Larry Paul. (Allan Strohschein, re
porter.) 

VANCOUVER, B.C. On Wednesday, 
Aug. 26. 1970, the Bethany Baptist 
Church ga thered to bid farew.ell to o~r 
pastor, the Rev . E. Rogalski and his 
fa mily. He had served us for ov~ r 
eight years. Each representative_ sa ~d 
words of farewell . Mrs. Rogalski said 
that she will take along many fon~ 
memories. Rev. Rogalski encourage 
us to keep on working in full harmony 

MRS. OLGA BRESCH. 78. o f Chill iwack . B.C .. 
died on Sept. 9, 1970. She was born on J an . 6 , 
1892, in Russia. I n 1902 she em ig rated to Can
ada , and in 19 11 she was ma rried to R udolf 
Bresch. She accepted Christ in her youth , was 
baptized and became a member of the Baptist 
church. Surviving her arc one son. T ed : three 
daughters : M rs. Olive Wildeman. Mrs. H . R ie
mer, Mrs. D . Pophce ; six grandch ildren, one 
µrcat-grandch ild, t hree sisters and t hree brothers. 
T he Rev. Robert Jaste r was the officiat ing min
ister at the fu neral service. 

JOHN RI EDLI NGER , 62, died on Oct. 11 . 1970. 
H e was ho rn on Ma rch 3. 1908 nea r Herreid, 
S.D. In 193 1 he was m a rried to Elizabet h Bauer. 
After her death in 1958 he married D elores Ship
pen o n Feb. 19 , 1970 . He was a member o f t he 
Herreid Baptist Church. Surviving him arc his 
wife, Delores ; o ne daughte r, M rs . Lloyd Kuslcr. 
two grand-dau ghters. five stepso ns. four step 
daughters, one brother and eight sisters. T he 
Rev. Edward K op f was the onicia t ing m inister at 
the funeral service. 

W ILLIAM C. WOBIG , 80, o f Eme ry. S.D .. d ied 
on Sept. 25. 1970. He was bo rn on Apri l 29, 
1890. near Canova, S.D . He was married to 
J enn ie Flu th on June 7. 19 16. They had th ree 
children. He was sa,·ed as a young man. bo.p
t ized a nd became a member o f t he Unit yville 
Baptist Church a nd later t he First Baptist Chu rch 
of Emery. He is survived b y his wife. J ennie: 
t wo sons, Vernon and Clifford : one daughter. 
Mrs . J. J . ( Phyllis) Slattery : 12 grandchildren: 
two brothers and th ree sisters. T he Rev. M . D . 
Wolff o niciated at t he fu nera l service. 

The " / 11 /\·l emoriam" irems are to lta,·e a maxi-
111 11 111 of 12 lines. Parme111, o f a {lat rate, o f 
S2.00 per item is to be se11t with tire obiturary. 

in spite of the two languages used in 
our church. 

T he Rev. H . Dressle r interrupted h is 
studies and serves us as interi m pastor. 
(Fred Hesmert, reporter. ) 

OKEENE, OKLA. On Sunday. Oct. 
11 , the Rev . Darwin Stahl of the Zion 
Baptist C hurch. extended the hand of 
fellowship to seven new members, fol
lowing the baptismal service. Five 
were received by baptism and two by 
letter transfer. Communio n was also 
observed. (Mrs. Weldon Leisher. re
porter.) 

BALGON IE, SASK. The Women's 
Missionary Soc iety of the Balgonie 
Baptist C hurch observed their 60th an
niversary on Oct. 4, 1970. F rom 191 O 
to 1948 all meetings were held in the 
German language. A mass choir con
sisting of members and former mem
bers opened the program with the 
theme song "Greater Works." T he 
second number "I Wi ll always Love 
Him," was sung in German. T he only 
charter member. Mrs. Id a Rum pel. was 
honored and presented with a corsage. 
The special speaker for the occasion 
was Dr. Joe Sonnenberg. pres ident of 
the NAB College of Edmonton. Alta . 
The offeri ng was designated for for
eign missions and the Saskatchewan As
sociation. (Mrs. M ildred Brucker. re
porter. ) 
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711ey Supply 

by David R. Enlow 

WHEN medical m1ss10naries it) 
Cameroon , West Africa, at the ll\yest 
Baptist Hospital and the Mbing(J ans

0 
Hope Settlement (Leprosy H()s ~ew 
need to order a new supply of Ptta1) 
cines and equipment, they can't ~ lfiecli
visit the corner pharmacy or s a11 or 
firm . So they do the next best ' ~~Pl y 

Perusing an exte nsive bimonthlyh1~g. 
ing sent out by the Medical Assis list. 
Programs, Inc. (MAP), Wheat()!) ta nee 
Drs. Peter E. Fehr and Di~ter l~ III ., 
and Miss Eleanor Weisenburge~ rnke 
at Banso, and Drs. Jerome C. Flttth l{N '. 
Lothar Lichtenfeld at Mbingo and 
been able to indicate the exaq have 
of supplies needed with a reas

0 
°tder 

expectation that the order be f1 1t nabte 
In a few days' time, the well-p:d . 

medicines are on hand and only a' ck.ed 
imal assessment (less than 5 perce rn 1n
the wholesale value of the goocis)nt of 
been made for handling. has 

In a recent letter to D r. J. Rayrn 
Knighton, MA P's President, Ge 0 nd 
Secretary Richard Schilke wrote: ~~I 
are indeed appreciative of the ser . e 
th~t . you are rendering ~o our rne~iices 
m1ss1on program in Africa ." cal 

Earlier, Dr. Lichtenfeld wrote ab 
a patient of his who suffered fro out 
h · · f · "I h rn a c ronic ear in ect1on. ave Lised 

11 
injections and her ear has been dry f~r 
several days now. I am very gratef 

1 
for your help in this case as nearl y u 
medici ne seemed to help. Could yno 

. d U . h OU express my grat1tu e to pJO n Com-
pany for their kind donation. Please?" 

Dr. Kn ighton considers MAP a cat~
lyst between the pharmaceutical in
dustry and the world 's sick and suffer
ing. for medicines and eq uipment are 
donated from surplus supplies and in 
turn are forwarded to mission hospitals 
for only a small handling charge. 

Mr. David R. Enlow is a staff mem
ber with the Medical Assistance Pro
gram, Wh eaton, Ill. 
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Mission 
flospitals 

They Supply 
Mission 
Hospitals 

Ho w did MAP become organized? 

In 1954, Dr. Knighton, then executive 
director of the Christian Medical So
ciety, was approached by a pharmaceu
tical firm and offered medicines and 
other suppl ies for medical missions. 

Having a concern for missionary 
physicians, he conceived a service 
agency which would help the world 's 
sick and suffering by placi ng the medi
c ines and suppl ies in the hands of physi
cians, den tists and other medica l per
sonnel overseas. H e also dreamed of 
other possible services for medical mis
sionaries. 

MAP offices and warehouse are lo
cated a t 327 Gundersen in Carol 
Stream, Ill ., a suburb of Wheaton, 25 
miles west of Chicago. Its seven-point 
service includes : supply, short term per
sonnel, purchasing. student placement, 
development, d isaster aid, and educa
tion. 

MAP's sixth International Conven
tion on Missionary Medicine is sched
uled for March 20-24, 1972, on the 
campus of Wheaton ( Ill. ) College. D r. 
Oswald Hoffman of the Lutheran H our 
will be the devot ional speaker. 

MAP ships material to 8 1 developing 
countries o f the world, serves more 
than 136 d i!Terent denominat ional and 
independent mission boards, and coop
era tes with more than 1,000 missionary 
ph ysicians and dent ists. About I 00 dif
feren t pharmaceutical, medical and sur
gical supply firms donate to MAP's 
growing overseas program. 

Short Term Mission (STM) assign
ments - one to six months - for phy
sicians, dentists, nurses, paramedical 
personnel, etc.. a re coordi nated by 
MAP. An STM worker helps to lighte n 
the load of the medical m issionary and 
brings to him and his staff more cur
rent medical knowledge. 

Opportu nities to assist missionary 
phys ici ans are unlimited. Business ad
ministrators, accountants and secre
ta ries also are encouraged to undertake 
STM assignments at mission hospitals. 

As long as physical needs conti~ue 
to exist, orga nizations like the Med ical 
Assistance Programs will be invaluable 
in their service. D 

BAPTIST HERALD 

300 Wal k Out, Two Resign 
When Church Rejects Negroes 
BIRMINGHAM (BP) - About 300 
members of Birmingham's Fi rst Bap
tist Church walked out of the morning 
worship service "in moral protest" after 
two Negroes were denied membership 
and the pastor and youth director had 
resigned. 

The walkout came after Dr. Byrn 
Williamson, Birmingham physician and 
staunch supporter of Southern Baptist 
foreign missions, read a statement ex
pressing disapproval of the church's 
action in rejecting the two Negro mem
bership applications. 

"Dr. Gilmore, many of the church 
members feel as you do, that we have 
no moral right to deny membership to 
these Christians solely because they are 
black," Dr. Wi ll iamson said. 

"We would like to show our disap
prova l of this action the church has 
taken now by standing and leaving this 
service immediately to assemble in 
room 100 of the (church's) education 
bu_ilding for prayer," Dr. Williamson 
said. 

The action taken by the church cli
maxed a four-month struggle which 
began when M rs. W inifred Bryant, a 
Negro, and her 11-year-old daughter 
Twila, presented themselves for mem
bership in the church. 

Baptist Joint Committee To 
Oppose Compulsory Re ligion 
WASHINGTON ( PBA) - Members 
~f the Baptist Joint Committee ? n P ub
lic Affairs, in semiannual session, ex
pressed dismay over a recent ruling of 
a U.S. District Court judge here up
~olding the practice of compulsory re
ligion at the ma tion's military acade
rnies. 

To register formally thei r opposition, 
the Committee asked the staff of the 
Baptist Join t Committee to prepare a 
friend-of-the-court brief to be fi led in 
the Court of Appeals here in which the 
principles of voluntarism and freedom 
of conscience would be enunciated . 

The decision of Judge Howard F. 
Corcoran on the case, Anderson v. 
l aird, is now before the D.C. Court of 
Appeals. The Baptist brief will be fi led 
later this month. Oral a rguments on the 
case wi ll prboably be heard after the 
first of the year. 

Judge Corcoran ruled in August that 
cornpulsory chapel or church atten
dance at the nation's three mil itary 
academies has a "purely secular" pur
Pose and that "its pr imary effect is 
Purely secular." 

December 1970 

The judge's opi nion fo llowed the line 
of Pentagon spokesmen who argued be
fore the court last spring that the 
practice of compulsory religion at the 
academies is "an integral and neces
sary part" of the mi litary's training 
package for officers. 

T he judge also noted that "military 
tradition" and "continuous public ac
ceptance" of a practice carry weight 
and demand recognition. 

Members condemned the military's 
practice as using religion "as a tool of 
the state" and making worship "a ve
hicle of secular purposes." D 

No Consensus of Baptist Leaders 
On Re organizing Annual 
SBC Meeting 
NASHVILLE (BP) - In the Baptist 
VIEWpoll's latest survey, a representa
tive panel of pastors and Sunday School 
teachers failed to agree on suggestions 
for reorganizing the Southern Baptist 
Convention's annual meeting. 

Responding to indications that some 
are dissatisfied with the convention's an
nual meeting as it is now structured , 
VIEWpoll posed this question to the 
representative panel: "The suggestion 
has been made that the large annual 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting 
has become unworkable because of 
size and complexity. Several sugges
tions for reorganization have been of
fered. Please indicate the one sugges
tion .. . which seems most practical to 
you." Six alternatives were listed from 
which one choice was made. 

T he largest portion of pastors 31 .0 
per cent fe lt that "a further limiting of 
the number of messengers" was the best 
solution suggested, but only 20.5 per 
cent of the teachers liked this sugges
tion. 

The largest portion of teachers 32.9 
per cent countered that the "election 
of representatives from various states 
to conduct convention business" ap
pealed most to them. However, only 
8.0 per cent of the pastors liked this 
suggestion. 

"A general meeting every other year" 
was found to be attractive to 12.9 per 
cent of the pastors and 10.7 per cent 
of the teachers. D 

ABC Budge t Trend Up 
VALLEY FORGE, PA. - (ABNS) 
- "Our American Baptist Mission 
Budget giving has moved up," reports 
Ralph R. Rott, executive director of 
the D ivision of World Mission Support 
of the American Baptist Convention. 
"The eight-month deficit (August 31) 
was only $72,576 while at the end of 

NEWS~VIEWS 
seven months (July 31) it was $1 26,-
322." Mr. Rott reports that there has 
been an upward trend in giving since 
last March. Total contributions to the 
ABMB through August 31 was $8,687,-
512. D 

Tents St ill Reach German 
Unchurche d People Best 
The day of the tent revival, with its 
sawdust trail, may almost be gone in 
America, but in Germany, it is still one 
of the best methods of reaching un
churched people. 

More than 1,000 persons responded 
to calls to make some commitment to 
Christ during tent services conducted 
by the Union of Evangel ical-F ree 
Churches in West Germany during 
1969. 

That many or more are expected to 
respond during the current season for 
tent revivals, which extends from mid
May and reaches to nearly October 1, 
according to F reidrich Eckert of Kas
sel, one of three full-time Baptist tent 
evangelists in Germany. 

Using six tents, Baptists maintain a 
form of outreach that stretches back 
to 1926, except for wartime years. 
Tent revivals are being held in about 
30 cities in West Germany this year. 

The tent mission is a key part of 
the home missions work of the Union 
of Evangelical-Free Churches. P urpose 
of tent evangelism is to reach those who 
do not maintain contact with any 
church. 

Although 98 per cent of the German 
people consider themselves Christians, 
only 3 per cent regularly attend church, 
Eckert said. "Since people don't come 
to church build ings, we take the church 
to the people through tents. 

"We have found that tents draw 
more outsiders than public indoor 
halls. Church buildings attract the few
est outsiders of the three," he went 
on. O 

Baptist College Allowing 
Da ncing Urges State Study 
JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn. - Trustees 
of Carson-Newman College. a Baptist 
school here which has been strongly 
criticized by churches in the state for 
allowing social dancing on the campus, 
has asked the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention "to study the social program" 
of all Baptist schools in the state. 

Trustees at Carson-Newman have been 
under fire from Baptists in the state ever 
since, they voted seven months ago to 
approve social dancing "as a part of 
the total social program scheduled on 
campus." O 
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NEWS0VIEWS 
Edwin H. Tuller Resig ns; 
Accepts Paris Pastorate 
VALLEY FORGE, PA. T he Rev. Dr. 
Edwin H . T uller is resigning as gen
eral secretary of the American Baptist 
Convention to become minister of the 
American Church in Paris, France. His 
resignation becomes effective Decem
ber 31. 

The American Church in Paris is the 
oldest and the first American church 
to be established on foreign soil. Es
tablished in 18 14, it is the oldest non
governmental American insti tution 
abroad. It is interdenom inational with 
more than a score of denominations 
represented in the membership. T he 
church ministers to 350 fami lies con
sisting of students, artists, members of 
the diplomatic corps, American citizens 
visiting Paris, and other English-speak
ing persons. 

Commenting upon his decision to 
make the move, Dr. Tuller said, "Paris 
is an international city where a Chris
tian ministry has the possibil ity of be
ing influential in world affairs far be
yond normal expectations. Thousands 
of students from a ll over the world 
come there to prepare themselves for 
future leadership in their homelands. 
The diplomatic and international com
munities have contacts throughout the 
English-speaking world and beyond. O 

New Rule On Smut Mail 
Passed By The Senate 
WASHINGTON - The Senate has 
passed unanimously a bill requring un
solicited pornographic advertising to be 
labeled as such and permitting the re
turn of such material to the sender at 
no cost to the addressee. 

The measure, with a 79-0 vote, has 
been sent to the House of Representa
tives. 

Sponsored by Senate Majority Lead
er Mike Mansfield (D., Mont.), the bill 
as finally written by the Senate Post 
Office and Civil Service Committee, 
would require the following label in 
outstanding type on all unsolicited smut 
advertising: 

"The Enclosed Material Is Sexually 
Oriented Advertising, And May, If Un
requested By The Addressee, Be Re
turned To The Sender Unopened At 
No Cost To The Addressee." 

Return postage would be paid by 
the sender plus a service charge of not 
less than SO cents, according to the 
bill's requirements. The measure calls 
for a penalty of $5,000 for each piece 
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of such matter that is not labeled, or 
for failure to pay the return postage. 0 

Pornography Panel Asks 
Sex Education Program 
WASHINGTON - The major recom
mendation of the fi nal, official report of 
the President's Commission on Obscen
ity and Pornography calls for a "mas
sive sex education effort" aimed at all 
segments of the society, adults as well 
as children and adolescents. 

In a report that has been under at
tack for several weeks before its offi
cial release, the Commission said that 
such a sex education program "would 
provide a powerful positive approach" 
to the problems of obscenity and por
nography. 

"By providing accurate and reliable 
sex information through legitimate 
sources, it would reduce interest in and 
dependence upon clandestine and less 
legi tima te sources," the Commission 
declared. 

In its 1050-page report, the Com
mission called for the cooperat ion of 
parents, schools and churches in help
ing to form within the individual "a 
set of positive values and attitudes to
ward sexuality." 

Healthy a ttitudes and orientations 
toward sexual relationships "would pro
vide better protection for the individual 
aga inst distorted or warped ideas he 
may encounter regarding sex," the 
Commission report read. O 

Prog ressive Baptist Elect 
D. C. Pastor As President 
WASHINGTON - Earl L. H arrison, a 
prominent pastor in the District of 
Columbia Baptist Convention, has been 
elected presiden t of the Progressive 
National Baptist Convention. 

Harrison, pastor of the Shiloh Bap
tist Church for 40 years, was elected 
unanimously by the convention in its 
ninth annual session in Kansas City, 
Mo. He succeeds E. R. Searcy, pastor 
of the Mt. Zion Second Baptist Church 
in Atlanta, Ga. 

Shiloh Baptist Church, is affiliated 
through the D.C. Baptist Convention 
with both the Southern and American 
Bapitst Conventions. An almost totally 
black congregation, it has a member
ship of 3800. 

The Progressive National Baptist Con
vention, organized early in the I 960's 
is a convention of more than 800 
churches. Its headquarters are located 
in the nation's capital. O 

by Paul Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it . 

An u nusual ecumenical movement 
came to Bill ings, Montana this year. It 
all started when 1,000 Montana ranch
ers, farmers, businessmen, their wives 
and child ren crowded into the la rgest 
church in Billings, April 20-26, for the 
first city-wide lay institute for evange
lism. H undreds were trained to use the 
"Four Spiritual Laws," provide? ~y 
Campus Crusade, to share their faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

Then came an all out crusade to 
confront Billings' 80,000 residents with 
Christ. Special televisio n progra~s 
were scheduled on prime time to com
c ide with the person-to-person witness
ing crusade. Thousands of homes were 
visi ted, along with shopping centers 
and depots . Hundreds prayed to re
ce ive Christ. Many Christians, for the 
fi rst time, were blessed with the joy of 
leading someone to the Lo rd. A y~un.g 
man just home from Vietnam said it 
was the most exciting experience he 
had ever encountered. 

T his unique mobilization to share 
Christ, not o nly featured the fulfi llO:ent 
o f the "Great Commission" in act10n, 
but also demonstrated the "oneness" 
Christians can experience in .the _Lor~· 
Chu rch divisions were extmgu1she ' 
pastoral jealousies lost thei r viril ity, 
and proselyting was demerited . T here 
was an unusual surge of brotherho0? 
among bel ievers. The prevailing spin t 
of evangelism seemed almost com· 
pletely ignorant of sectarianism. 

. ? 
What kind of ecumenicity was this. 

The kind in which I , for one, find greaJ 
preference. I'm convinced the Lor 
does too. And it's long overdue! 0 

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor 
of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Va~-

M S1e-couver, B.C. In this column r. I 
wert analyzes current religious news 0 

his choosing. 

BAPTIST HERALD 

B Professor Arthur Patzia, a faculty 
member at our North American Bap
tist Seminary, Sioux Falls, S.D., has 
completed a ll the requirements for his 
doctorate and has received a Ph.D. de
gree in Religious Studies from Mc
Master University, Hamilton, Ont., on 
Nov. 20, 1970. Congratulations Art! 

• The Rev. George Robinson has ac
cepted the call to become the pastor 
of the South Canyon Baptist Church, 
Rapid City, S.D ., effective December 
1970. He previously served the Imman
uel Bapt ist Church, Wausau, Wis. 

• The R ev. James Armstrong has re
signed from the Neustadt Baptist 

Church, Neustadt, Ont., effective Oc
tober 1970. 

• Miss Jordis Sclwmuhn has resigned 
as director of Christian education of 
the Central Baptist Church, Edmon
ton, Alta . She has gotten married. 

• Chaplain (CPT) H enry E . Wake 
(379-36-0821 ), entered on active duty 
August 31 , 1970, at U.S. Army Garri
son, Fort Lewis, Wash. 

II Chaplain (CP T) K endrick A. 
Gould has been awarded a total of 
three Bronze Stars for meritorious ser
vice in Vietnam. On Nov. 26, 1970, 
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Whot·s Hoppening 
he left Vietnam for service at Fort 
Lewis, Washington, U.S.A. 

• Dr. J. C. Gunst, South-Central area 
secretary, has moved from Minneapolis, 
Minn., to Wichita, Kan. His new ad
dress is : 2011 Porter, Apt. 233, Wich
ita, Kan. 67203. 

• Tabernacle Hymns ::::4 requested. 
Missionary Earl H. Ahrens reports that 
the Monte Vista Chapel in Colorado is 
in need of some hymnals (new or used), 
Tabernacle Hymns #4. lf your church 
has such hymnals and could make them 
available, please contact Earl H. Ah
rens. 605 Clay, Monte Vista, Colorado 
81144. 

• Teaching opportunities in Japan. 
Opportunities for teaching English in 
Japan are opening up. These are in 
universities, Y.M.C.A .s, Y.W.C.A.s and 
business places. The income through 
fees will cover the monthly allowance, 
housing, equipment, etc. on a basis 
similar to the short-term service in 
Cameroon. The teaching load will be 
ten hours per week so as to leave time 
for additional English Bible classes 
which will be the missionary service 
opportunity. The Board of M issions is 
prepared to pay round trip travel for 
a two-year short-term service. In ter
ested young people should write to Dr. 
Richard Schilke. 7308 Madison Street. 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130. 

BIBLE LANDS TOUR POSTPONED 

The proposed Bible Lands. Study .Tour 
of the North American Bapt ist Sem inary 
set fo r Janua ry 7-21, 1971 , has been 
postponed unti l January, 1972 due to 
tensions in the Middle East. New tour 
plans will be announced in the near 
future. 

YOU NEED-

JREASURES FROM GOD'S WORD 
CHRI ST-Cente red BIBLE Studies 

For Sunday Schools • Home Studies 
Expository Lessons • Evangelical • Doctrinal 
• Easy to understand • FAITHFUL to the 
WORD w ithout COMPROMISE • Keyed to 
clarify todays confusion and misunderstand ing 
of the Scriptures . 

NOTHING LIKE THEM ANYWHERE 
Arranged in 8 Volumes • A study course 
of one year or more. All yours for only 
$·9.00 prepaid. 

(Residents of Canada add 10% ) 
Sorry no C. 0. O.s or Charges) 

R of 1rncl if not tJlenserl 

THE UNION BIBLE STUDY ASSN. 
P.O. Box 284 WINTER PARK, FLORID,\ 

Zop Code 32789 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOl~Ioutd bring joy, but it was in fact 

Good News 

of 

Great Joy 

When the angel announced the birth 
of Jesus Christ, he said, " .. .. I am 
here with good news for you, which 
will bring great joy to all people" 
(Luke 2: 10 TEV). 

It was the most blessed message ever 
proclaimed, one of unspeakable bless
edness; a joy to which no bound can 
be set, which no geographical limit 
can measure, which no thought of 
class, or race, or sect can embitter; 
joy to all the world 's peoples. 

Why? Because Christ came to make 
atonement for the world's guilt and 
sin. Because it is the coming to us of a 
loving and joy-giving friend. Because 
He has come to secure for us a home 
above. 

Christ came to send His people to 
the entire world to spread the good 
news that God loves all and wants 
them to come to His son. He loves 
them enough to be born as one of 
them, to die and be raised from the 
dead as their loving Lord. Jesus, "for 
the joy that was set before him en
dured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God" (Heb. 12 :2). 

The good news is that God cares! 
It is that God is with us as Isaiah the 
prophet had promised. The irrepress
ible wonder and mystery of the nativ
ity story is that God is as near as a 
new-born child. 

It was not onJy declared that this 
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experienced by many. 

When Mary was told that she was to 
be the mother of this me~senger of 
joy, she sang a song of praise. "My 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior . .. " 
( Luke 1 :47 RSV). 

After the shepherds "saw the baby 
lying in the manger," they left "singing 
praises to God for all they had heard 
and seen" (Luke 2: 16, 20 RSV). 

When the wise men were led to 
Bethlehem by the star, "They rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy ... " (Matt. 
?: 10 RSV). 

How much good news and joy will 
accompany our 1970 Christmas cele
brations? Will we be haunted by the 
horror of riots, hatreds, drugs, fi lth, 
bombings, burnings, slayings and wars? 
A lot will depend upon us. 

Remember last Christmas . . . the 
traffic ... the terrible crowds ... the 
jammed stores . ·. . the tired, cranky 
clerks ... the headaches and sore feet 
... the blown budget and the unpaid 
bills? You felt as though you had 
been run over by Santa's reindeer! 
Wi ll this be the essence of our Christ
mas in 1970? 

We don't hear much good news 
these days from television, radio, news
papers or even churches. 

What will we do to make good news 
and bring real joy to others this Christ
mas! In October I received informa
tion about a project in which al l Chris
tians can unite in bringing "Good news 
for modern man" to all the people in 
the cities, towns and villages of Illinois. 
The p roject is simply the free distri
bution of copies of the American Bi
ble Society's Today's English Version 
of the New Testament to every family 
throughout the state by church mem
bers organized to accomplish this on 
one Sunday afternoon, April 18, 197 J. 
The results of such a project are im
measurable. It will bring new life and 
joy to many people . . This has been the 
experience in other areas where such 
projects have been launched. It could 
be the beginning of many other joint 
church projects to reach people with 
the Good News. Maybe the church 
of Jesus Chri~t will again become a dy
namic force in society. 

Let every heart rejoice! Christmas 
source of joy and hope for all , is with 
us once again. We wish you and yours 
a renewal of the blessings and beauty 
of that Holy Night. - J. B. 

CHANGE 
YOUR 

fill/ND 

t3!VING 
"It's a woman's privilege to change 
her mind," so the saying goes. This 
may be so, but all of us like the pos
sibility of changing our mind. 

CHANGE YOUR MIND GIVING is 
a gift which can be made now, but 
with an open end in the event that cir
cumstances make it necessary to take 
back your gift. 

Here are a few types of Change Your 
Mind Gifts: 

1. The Deposit Gift Agreement pro
vides a good return on deposits of 
$5,000 and more. 

2. The Life Estate Contract provides 
for transfer of real estate with the 
right of use for life. 

3. The Interest-Free Loan provides a 
way to help God's work with the 
right of repayment at any time. 

4. The Revocable Trust provides for 
the transfer of property to a trustee 
with the use of income as you de
sire. 

Write today for further information on 
CHANGE YOUR MIND GIVING 

Fill Out The Coupon Below. 

O Please send further information on 
CHANGE YOUR M IND GIVING. 

Name ----- --------

Address - ----- ----- -

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North 
American Baptist General Conference, 
7308 Madison Street, Forest Park, Ill. 
60130. Phone: (312) 771-8700. 

n , nTTl:T HERALD 

Ct-f UCl\L~ 
W ITti 13l2U~f) 
Susie talking about Christmas play with 
Debbie: "H ow come we always have 
so many angels around Christmas time? 
What happens to them the rest of the 
year?" 

Debbie : " I don't know. Why don't 
we ask the minister?" 

Susie: "What good will that do? 
He's no angel!" 

----
Woman to toy-department clerk: "It 
must interest an e ight-year-old boy and 
be simple enough for his father to play 
with." 

How you spend Christmas is more im
portant than how much. 

Forum 
(Co11ti1111ed f rom page JO) 

precia te the s tand that you yourself 
take with regards to th is question. 
Some years ago a similar q.uestion "".as 
answered. . . . (with which he dis
agreed). It is thus good to know that 
the re is another view expressed by 
members of the faculty at our Seminary 
than what had previously been ex
pressed. A Pastor. 

Dear Pas to r : Thank you for your kind 
letter. It is probably well that I do not 
k now the article cited, but let me say 
that we are all s truggling to under
stand a little more of the mys~eries of 
God. For example at the Seminary we 
do not all agree, but we have found 
that in C hrist we are not very far ap~rt 
and the more we regard Jesus as a liv
ing person in our lives, the more ':"e 
sense that the old wooden categories 
about free will and eternal security 
hard ly express adequately the marvel of 
our Savior and his relationship with 
men. G .LB. 0 

G od's Volunteers 
(Continued from page IO ) 

Larry Plucker, from Emery, S.D., 
is our statistici an and reporter to the 
Baptist Herald. Last year Larry worked 
as a lifeguard and pool manager. He 
plans to attend Sioux Falls College 
nex t fa ll . a fter service in GV's. 

And " last but not least" is our direc
tor, the Rev. Ray Harsch. from Forest 
Park, III. His enthusiastic spirit keeps 
us all alert. 

We have completed our training at 

December 1970 

the NABC where we had a tremen
dous time of fellowship with the stu
dents. We have become inspired to do 
our best for the Lord. We have felt 
the Holy Spirit working in our lives 
as well as with the people we minis
tered to. 

As we tour the churches, we would 
like to thank all of the people who 
have been praying for us, and we 
would appreciate the continued 
prayers of everyone. O 

We the Women 
(Co11tin11ed from page 22) 
ning to make Christmas a more cheer
ful hol iday for the less fortunate . 
Many families receive Christmas ham
pers with all the ingredients to make a 
most delicious Christmas dinner. Toys 
are also included for the children. 

If we wanted to criticize Christmas 
in North America we could say that in 
the hustle and bustle and all the pack
ages Christ is often forgotten until a 
while after the holiday is over. Sud-

denly people remember that it was the 
birthday of Jesus that was being cele
brated. Christians are sometimes so 
busy with programs and practices, they 
too overlook the true meaning of the 
holiday. If Jesus came to your home or 
your church the week before Christ
mas what sort of a reception would he 
receive? Would he receive the same 
answer to his plea to come in as Mary 
and Joseph received from the inn 
keeper when they came to Bethlehem? 
Maybe we should re-evaluate our cele
bration. Maybe there is too much ac
tivity and not enough adoration. We, 
the women, are largely responsible for 
the tone our festivities take. Let us 
take time to think if we are really 
celebrating the birthday of Jesus the 
way He would like to have it cele
brated. 0 

Mrs. Jeanette Stein is the president 
of the Woman's Missionary U11io11 , and 
the wife of the Rev. Walter Stein, pas
tor, McDennot A venue Baptist Church, 
Winnipeg, Man. 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TOURS - 1971 

HOLY LAND and EUROPE - 22 Days, Lv. Apr. 18 a nd J uly 18 
BEAUTIFUL HAWAII - l l Days, Lv. J une 21 and Aug. 16 
DELUXE CIRCLE PACIFIC - 34 Days, Lv. Oct. 20: (Ala ska , Japan, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, Bangkok, Singapore, Bali, Autsra lia , New Zea land, Fiji) 
MANY CHARTER TOURS TO EUROPE - 2, 3, 4 weeks (Club membership not re
q uired) open to the genera l public 

Brochures: Berger Tours, 5636 Norwich Ave. , Ya n Nuys, Ca lif. 91401 
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FOR CHRISTMAS GIVE THE BoptistHerold 
A ca rd will be sent a nnouncing your gift . A fa rm is 
provided below for your convenience . 

address .. .... 

name .. . 

address 

Baptist Hera ld 

7308 Madison St. 

Forest Pork. Ill. 60130 

One year 

Individ ual 

Subscri ption, $3.50 

the following Gift Subscriptions: 

new 0 renewal 0 

new 0 renewa l 0 

(print names a nd a ddresses cleorlyl 

Gift cord to be signed os follows, 

your name 
amount enclosed S 

your add ress 
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REMEMBER ;((~~ptq. w 
CHRIST , ') __ "" ... -
THIS 
CHRISTMAS 

' s 
' 

with a special gift for the home and overseas ministries of the North American Ba t' 
P 1st G eneral Conference. 

In our remembrance of loved ones with gifts, symbolic of the first C hristmas whe 1 . n t 1e w· "f 
to Jesus, let us also remember Him who brought us the g ift of eternal life . At this . ise men brought g1 ts 
not fo rget the One whose coming we celebrate. Joyous season we must 

A special gift to C hrist aod His work is the best way to celebrate His birth W . 
mail it to the North American Baptist General Conference office 7308 Madi.so. S nte out your check and 

' n treet F p II · · 
or give it through your local church. Your gift will mean food for the huno ' orest ark, !mots, 
ship for the lonely a nd eternal life to those who are without hope. 

0
ry, health for the sick, friend-

Baptist Herold 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

Non-profit organization. 
Second class postage 
paid at Forest Park , Illinois 60130 
and at additional mailing offices. 


