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A Message for Baptist World Alliance Sunday 

February 1, 1970 

To Fellow Believers in Every Land: 

· the family Baptist World Alliance Sunday returns with its reminder of the worldw ide fellowsh ip wh ich is ours m 

of Baptists. Worshipping in our own meeting places throughout the world we give ourselves in meditation and prayer 

for the deepening of faith and loyalty to Christ, for the enlarging of our hearts in Christia n love, a nd for the strengthen
ing of our wills to Christian service. 

. F h r of all" Paul described our blessed fellowship in the words, "One Lord, one fa ith, one baptism, one G od a nd at e lfill 
(Eph. 4: 5, 6) . He spoke of our mutual responsibility when he wrote, " Bear ye one another's burdens a nd _so f~rist 
the Jaw of Christ" (Gal. 6 :2). He gave us also the blessed news of Christian hope and mission, "God was 10 C 
reconciling the world unto himself" (II Cor. 5 : 19). 

Reconciled to God in Christ and reconciled together in divine principle, we recognize we are yet separated by ~e~ 
divisions in world society. We recognize the importance to Christ and his kingdom of minority groups in hostile envir~ 

. . . . W recognize ments. We recogmze the sadness of d1v1s1ons that separate groups of our family one from the o ther. e are 

the pain and suffering infl icted for conscience sake. We recognize the grief and physical suffering of those who his 

victims of war and natu ral catastrophe. We turn in earnest prayer to the sovereign Lord for his help and mercy, 
guidance and comfort. 

. meeting in "Reconciliation Through Christ," has been chosen as the theme for the 12 th Baptist World Congress, 
Tokyo, Japan, July 12-18, 1970. 

h 
than an em-Reconciliation is more t an a matter of slogans and banners. It requires transformed lives. It is more 

phasis for the Congress in Tokyo. It is an imperative for the world. 

Josef Nordenhaug, the late beloved general secretary of the Baptist World Alliance 1960-69 rem inde us . d that rec-
onciliation with God is at the heart of the gospel. God is not just the God of nature, but the God of ' history. I-fis 
redemptive purpose came into focus in the incarnation, the cross, a nd the resurrection of J esus Christ. 

· · ion as To become fully reconciled to God we must also be reconciled with our fellow men. Th is then is our m iss ' 

a fe llowship of Baptist believers, to demonstrate the righteousness and love of God revealed in Christ, an to c 
the people of every nation to be reconciled to God. 

. . . d all upon 

h be Now may the God of peace make us perfect in every good work to do his will through J es us Chr ist , to w om 
glory forever and ever. 

William R. Tolbert Jr., president 

Robert S. Denny, general secretary 

C. Ronald Goulding, associate secretary 

Frank H. Woyke, associate secretary 
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College Singers 
from Cameroon 

by Barbara H. Kuehn 

"V'-!e h~ve been so happy throughout our entire tour," 
said M1ra.nda Bell, one of the jolliest members of the 
College Smgers from Cameroon "and I b 1· . 
becau . • e 1eve 1t was 

se we received such wonderful hospitality I h 
~e::~dABhofw t?li give more as a person from se~ino h~v~ 

am1 es 2ave to us" "' 
''A - . 

. nd t? think that we were strangers," exclaimed 
Manta Ch1e, as t~e choir's charter bus purred alon the 
~ew Jerse~ turnpike toward New York City. "Two gfam 
1l1es especially shared personal problems with h -
they had had, how God had helped them and me t at 

~~~u~ut2em1 to bring healing. I saw more clear~o~k:~ 
Th C 1fo ve 1!1Y problems and use me to help others ,, 
. e . o ege Smgers were nearing the end f . 

which, ~t appeared, had succeeded beyond th~ ~-l~u~ 
expectations. Comments from th . I es 
members alike all over the US e smgers and _church 
picture of mutual love and gr~ti.tu~:d ~~nada pa.111ted_ a 
have been telling repeatedly what G~d ur dm_1 ss1onan~s 
Cameroon d h was omg out m 

. · · · an t en, the Cameroonians ca '" 
one ecstatic pastor "I am . me. wrote 

h . . . sure ... this group has d 
w at m1ss10naries on furlough could d ,, . one 
o ther. "All of h never o, said an-
work sharpenedu~ aTvhee hcadllour uS~derstanding of God's 

. o ege mgers " . I 
vated the hearts and minds of th d. s1mp y capti-

t · e au 1ence The g t 
es JOY was meeting with them I h . rea -
a group of · · · ave seldom met 
their spiritu~7u~~ p:~l~le as uninhibited and natural in 
brought a rich ble . a~ mental expressions. They 
lodged " "S (h ssmg l~t.o each home where they 

. ome ost fami lies) even d 
with the group'" "M" . h wante to return 
with this event: " iss1ons ave truly reached full cycle 

The College Singers packed ou h 
auditoriums wherever they t Sr c urches and public 
in Winnipeg's new Centen:i:~ .Ha ome 2400 he~rd them 
drew about 5000 · f II. In Anaheim they 
( pop 1419) m our performances. In Ashley ' N D 

· • everyone but infant d I ' · · 
have turned out. Attendance. I 20~ an t 1e ~lderly must 
ferings during the three month t . And so it went. Of
And on top of that, good healthour ~o~alled .a?out $34,000. 
group. Not one cho· an ne spmts blessed the 

Ir member miss d f 
concerts in 70 cities. e one o the 85 

Barbara H K I · 
. · ue 111 ts 1he as.\'i.1·1a111 1 J 

p1 0, Inc .. Glen Ellyn, Ill . o 1 1e pre.1·ide111 of Com -
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The College Singers in 1he Senate Rotunda. 

Response to the Singers at the United Nations, and in 
Washington, D.C., brought unexpected blessings. Cam
eroon Ambassador to the U.S ., Joseph N. O wono, had 
hosted an official reception for them in Washing ton . And 
Senator Charles H. Percy (R-Ill. ) had a rranged for them 
to sing in the lofty Senate Rotunda. The College Sing
ers drew the officials' interest initially because they are 
the first "cultural" group ever to visit the U.S. from 
Cameroon. But at bot h the reception and in the Rotunda 
their Christian program went over big. In fact Senator 
Percy, a Cl~risti an Scientist, asked them to sing o n the spot 
for Republican Senators in the Capitol. " Half these men 
are religious," he said , brown eyes intense. " Many of 
them participate in the week ly Senate Prayer Break
fast. fhey would appreciate not only the music but 
your message." 

With Mr. Witt's quick assent , Percy wh isked them via 
Senate subway to the Capitol bu ilding and into a ma hog-
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any walled Senate dining room, to the surprise of the 
some 25 GOP lawmakers eating there. The College 
Singers' rhythmic melodies filled the high ceilinged room, 
this time following a brief explanation of their belief in 
Christ. The ten minute performance brought applauding 
senators to their feet. 

The situation looked different at the U.N. M. Michel 
Njine, Chief of Cameroon's UN delegation, had requested 
in a letter that no religious content be presented in 
English to this non-sectarian aud ience. But the urbane 
group, dotted with international costumes, immediately 
warmed to the fresh-faced youths. After the second 
song, an aide to Ambassador N jine, came over to Witt 
and asked for translations. 

"But the songs have Christian meanings," replied 
Witt, mindful of Ambassador Njine's previous request. 

"That doesn't matter," the aide said. "It is all part of 
the performance." At which point petite Claudia Fokam 
went forward. "The meaning of the song we have just 
sung," she said, " is 'Let us learn to show ourselves unto 
God as people approved to do His will, and never be 
ashamed.' " A wave of surprise rippled through the 
audience, but it watched intrigued. Her translation of the 
final song, a vigorous number with drums. brought down 
the house. " We all have one Father," she explained. 
"Whether we come from Cameroon or the United States, 
whether we are black or white, we are all one in Christ." 

Success has not spoiled the College Singers. Perhaps 
they didn't realize that in presenting a Christian program 
at the request of U.S. and UN officials, they had ac
complished a feat few America n Christians could cla im. 
Though thrilled at the honor, they remained as unassum
ing and carefree as they had performing in a North Da
kota farming community. " It's partly the African tem
perament. You know, easy come, easy go; if it happens, 
fin e, if it doesn' t, that's fine too. " observed Witt , a lanky 
Midwesterner who himself is one of the world's more un
flappable individuals. " But there's more to it than that " 
he added. "They have all grown up in good Chris ti ~n 
homes in Cameroon. They don 't have a lot of hangups. 
They're pretty mature kids." 

" Home life in Cameroon is generally much more dis
ciplined than in the United States," he explained. "For 
centuries under tri?al rule, everyone has respected any
one older than himself and never questioned his au
thority. Children are still beaten when disobedient. Tri
bal rule. and authority of elders have only begun to 
loosen since Cameroon gained independence in 1960." 
The si mple, firm environment to which the Collcoc Sino-

"' "' ers have been accustomed explains to some extent their 
reactions to the youth-oriented American home. 

" American parents are very concerned about their 
children's education, but they are much more lax with 
their children than our parents," said Miranda, rhine
stones bobbling three inches below her pierced ears. 
Our children get many more spankings and from the 
age of s ix have regula r responsibilities around the house. 
The daughters cook and do all the housework while the 
mother relaxes. H ere the girls sit and do nothing while 
the mother cooks and clears the table." 

February 1970 

Fritz Eseke was even more blunt. "Americans should 
not let their children be so free," he said. "I have heard 
mothers here call their children, and the children reply, 
'Yeah' or 'Don't bother me.' In Cameroon when an adult 
calls a ch ild, he replies 'ma'am' or 'sir' and obeys." 

" Parents here seem to have lost confidence in old
fashioned things," concluded Cameroon Pastor Samuel 
Lysonge. "But I was truly gratified a t the hospitality we 
received. We experienced none of the racial discrimina
tion we had heard about." He looked out the bus win
dow, his black eyes pensive. "Not that it doesn't exist 
- some famil ies were bitter toward American N egroes -
but we encountered none." 

" Our fami lies showed us real Christian love," said 
Fritz. "I am convinced now that Christians anywhere 
in the world have a real bond, despite their color or 
background. When you have always lived in a homo
geneous community or tribe, you have difficulty under
standing exactly what your beliefs mean." Fritz, 23 , 
serves on a Gospel team and works as a translator 
when he is not studying. 

" In America families are much more independent," 
said J apheth Koni, broad of face and build. "In one fam
ily I visited, I was surprised to learn that the daughter 
was buying a car from her fa ther. In Cameroon, if you 
have something, it belongs to all of your relatives too. 
You would never sell him anything. You would give it 
to him ." 

Some choir members observed that Americans work 
and hurry so much they have little time for other people. 
" People here do not seem to know their neighbors. It is 
good to work. but it is important to take time for others."' 
said Japheth. Sophie Woloa, a teacher with nutmeg skin 
and red print dress, said she was "surprised to find 
many educated people doing menial work here. like uni
versi ty students doing babys itting. T hat would not neces
sarily be true in Cameroon. People with higher education 
would not do servants' work. I th ink your way is good 
because I believe work is ordained by God. E ducation 
should no t make you proud . It should make you hum
ble and willing to do any kind of work." 

Rep11blica11 Policy Co111111 itfee L1111cheo11. 
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"One thing I really liked was houses with basements~" 
said F ritz with a grin. "We have no s~ch basements m 
Cameroon. It is good to have your ch1ldre? play th.ere. 
I also liked the expressways. And punctuality: that 1s a 

very good idea! 
"I saw snow for the first time in Canada. I was so 

surprised. I had thought if fell direct, like rain, and 

then collected on the ground," he laugheo. 
"Disneyland was wonderful! " exclaimed Japheth. '.'I 

saw so many things a man cannot make, but a man did 
make them! Fake animals roared like live ones; Abra
ham Lincoln looked and talked as though he were real. 
But much more important," he said, "our trip has greatly 
strengthened my faith in Christ," said Japheth. "We saw 
ou r prayers answered in illness and during the bus break
down in Texas (air transportation was provided to Hous
ton) and we have been so well received everywhere. There 
are not many born-again Christians in the United States," 
he said, "but the few who are Christians are really 
committed." D 

Afterglow 
by Fred Holzimmer 

Two years of groundwork and prepara tion left all con
cerned with the Cameroon Choir tour in a high pitch of 
anticipation and expectation. Many questions came to 
mind whether such a tour would be profitable, practical 
and inspirational. Would the singers and pastor convey 
to our chu rches the importance and value of missions? 
Would our missionaries, and denominational leaders' en
thusiasm for the work of missions and this visiting choir 
be justified and conveyed to our people? "Beyond ex
pectation" might express the fin al result of th is tour. 

Behind the actual presentation of the concerts was a 
year or more of selection, preparation and instructi on. 
Not only the music was taught but classes held on the 
American way of life, both in public and in the homes 
they were to stay in. Choir members a te in missionaries' 
homes so they would become acquainted with American 
foods, etiquette, both house faci lities and behavior. They 
learned well and found their way into the hearts of our 
people. 

We are sure the Lord was responding to the plea 
of his people. Devotions were held daily on the bus 
before leaving for our next city. Before each con
cert there was a five to ten minute prayer session with 
six or seven members participating voluntarily. There was 
no need to urge members to pray, as is often the case in 
our prayer meetings, but rather it was necessary to select 
those who were to pray, from the upraised hands of vol-

The Rev. Fred Holzimmer is an N.A.8. 1111s.nonary to 
Cameroon, Africa. H e and his wife traveled with the College 
Singers as supervisors. 
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The College Singers, with Dr. Richard Schilke, D on Witt and 
Rev. and Mrs. Fred H olzi111111er (on the left) , in front of the 
Capitol. 

unteers, so the meetings would not be delayed a nd often 
they had to be reminded to make their prayers short and 
to the point so we could begin on time. 

They prayed for the s ick, the lame, the aged, the 
troubled thy met along the way as well as their absent 
loved ones at home. We believe here was the source of 
their radiance, a God-given strength a nd radiance for 
each day. 

Our first and foremost purpose in bringing the Cameroon 
Choir to America was not to entertain our people, for 
entertainment is abundant here, but ra ther to bring the 

Th e College Singers, D on Witt, G. K . Zi111111er111an , David 
Draewe/I and Richard Schilke visiting in the office of Con
gressman Collier. 
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field of our concern into the homes and churches of 
our people. We would like all to be aware of the poten
tial in winning the lost to Christ a nd preparing those 
won to face their people and nations with the claims of 
Christ. He is the hope fo r these young and emerging na
tions and people everywhere need to acknowledge Christ 
as their King. Our mission has been successful in reach-

The College Singers at 
K ennedy Airport, New 
Y ork , with Mr. and 
Mrs. Mala/a in the fore
ground. 

ing many lost for Christ. You too have had a part in this 
soul-saving mini stry in giving, praying, sending. We trust 
many may be challenged also to go. D 

Reflections 
by D onald E. Witt 

It was a joy for my wife, Karen, a nd me to have been a 
part of the "College Singers from Cameroon." Tru ly the 
Lord was wi th our group a nd blessed us in so many 
ways. We want to express our thanks to Goel and to all 
of you that have made it possible fo r this group to come 
to America, and especially to those who have prayed 
and given in the past years so that the gospel might be 
spread to various parts of the world. 

As I th ink about the choir tour, its conception, its 
preparation, its presenta tion, the reception , and its con
clusion a number of aspects stand out in my mind. The 
message of each song, the spiri t of the group, the good 
health they enjoyed , and the appropriat ion of God in the 
solving of their own problems through prayer and the 
Word of God a re among the highlights. 

One of the g reatest benefits to the Cameroonians w ill 
be the indelible imprint of the message of the songs 
they sang on their own hearts. They considered the 
communication of these words to the hearers as a vital 
part of their service to God. Since generally we never 
gave the same concert two nights in a row I always al
lowed the members to choose the songs they wanted to 
sing for each performance. T hree songs that they never 
chose to omit from the program were "He Died for Me" 

Mr. Donald E. Witt. director of the College Singers. is an 
N.A .8. missionary to Ca111eroo11. Africa. 
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( "Sa ngo Po"), ("We are all of one Father in Christ, if 
we a re C hristians"), and "The Lord Bless You and .Keep 
You. " The message of these songs reveals what the s ingers 
felt was important in their concerts. We were most 
happy when the t ranslations of the Cameroonian songs 
were requested at secular concerts, for the message of 
Christ was presented perhaps as we could never do. 

The spirit of co-operation, vitality, unity and expecta
tion was outstanding. I t would be expected that after 8~ 
concerts the sinoers would become extremely bored an 
their spirits wo~ld sag, but they did not. We always 
prayed that no concert nor song would ever become 
com monplace to us, a nd that we wou ld sing each num
ber as if it were the only one for which we were here. 
We also learned new songs during the tour to keep in
terest up. 

P robably the !!featest delight to me was to see how 
these young peo;ie solved the few problems which arose 
among themselves by prayer and the Word of God. 
One day I realized tha t the group was gathered to~ether 
in a room with the door closed. After about 45 minutes 
they came out, and one girl said to me, "Mr. Witt, now 
I know that God can solve all our problems." What the 
group had done was have a prayer meeting and discus
sion together purely on their own volition when they 
realized that some internal quarrels might cause them to 

Inside of charter bus. 

become ineffective for Christ during the tour. T hey 
prayed it out and asked each other for forgiveness, and 
that was the end of that. T his experience "·as worth the 
whole trip for me. 

Ruth and I also want to thank Dorothy and F red 
Holzimmcr for bein o such wonderful workin g compan
ions. These few lin~s cannot begin to describe the ex
perience of this choir tour. but as we come in contact with 
you again from t ime to time we would be most happy 
to "rehearse all that God had done." O 

Congress111a11 Collier (/. to r.) Japheth Ko11i. Senator Percy 
and College Singers i11 Senate Rotunda. 
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Registration and 
Lodging Information 
for the 1970 General Conf ere nee 
by Willi Glesmann 

Preparations are well under way; 
Winnipeg churches exten~ a wari:n 
invitation to attend the sessions. This 
will be an opportunity for fellow
ship of our Denomination, combined 
with a vacation. 

Winnipeg is the capital city ?f the 
Province of Manitoba, located ~n the 
center of Canada. The popul ation of 
greater Winnipeg exceeds half a mil
lion, making it the fourt.h largest 
city of Canada. Winnipeg is a clean 
city with wide streets, mo~ern de
partment stores and shopping cen
tres. For the outdoor enthusiasts 
there are huge public parks, with 
one of North America's most mod
ern zoos in Assiniboine Park, three 
indoor and many outdoor swimming 
pools and golf courses. . . 

As Manitoba's Centennial project, 
the cultu ral centre complex is well 
advanced. Centennial celebrations 
a re planned throughout the Province. 
T he convention centre, the Centen
nial Hall, is one of the most modern 
on this continent. Restaurants serve 
a variety of delicious food at : eason
able prices. A separate list with rec
ommended restaurants, stores and 
businesses with a city map is being 
prepared. 

Manitoba's cl imate is healthy, 
summer days are warm, nights are 
pleasantly cool, tempera tures reach 
the high of 80's, bu t humidity is sel
dom excessive. 

The rkyline of Winnipe!f. 
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Modern highways permit access 
by car to many vacation centres. A 
~ew of these are Lake Winnipeg with 
its sandy beaches at Winnipeg 
Beach, Grand Beach and Victoria 
Beach. Swimming and boating are 
excellent. 

Grand Beach Provincial Park is lo
ca~ed. along the east shore of Lake 
~mn1peg, only 75 miles north of the 
city of Winnipeg. 

Birds Hill Park is located 14 m iles 
north of the city with fine Tent' 
and Trai ler facilities. mg 

Whiteshell Provincial Park I 
than 90 .1 f , ess 

mt es rom Winnipeg has 
mor~ than 100 Lakes. The Sou't11ern 
Manitoba Baptist Tri-Union operates 
one of the nicest Camps throughout 
the summer months The I' . · re are un-
1m1tcd opportunities for swimmino 

boatmg and fishing to those who pl "" 
to extend their visit as a vacation an 

b .T hree post conference tours ~re 
"Memg. offered. A special brochure 

a n1toba Ad venture" . ·1 ' 
f h ' is ava1 able 

fi
rom t c Rev. Wm . Stu rhahn's of
ce. 

h Six N.A.B. churches will be more 
t an happy to extend a wel 
all d 1 come to 

e egates and visitors : McDer-
mot ~venue Baptist Church G 
Baptist Mission Church R'o ermd aln 
Bapt' t Cl , wan a c is iurch Grant Pa kB . 
Church B · ' r apt1st 
Ell' ' ap t1st Brethren Church a nd 

tee Av~nue Baptist Church. 

ch A ~pec 1al map will list al l of these 
urc es, convention centre f 

ence hall h t 1 , con er-
. ' o e s and resta urant 

Registration and lodg· f s. 
being mailed to all ofmg orNms are 
churches. Review ti ,.our .A.B. 
i o ie tst of Jodo-
n"' accommodations a nd det . "' 

what you will need and in wha~rm1.ne 
range. Carefully furni sh all 'ti pnce 
quested information on the f ie re
mail them to : orms and 

Mr. W. Koberstein Ch · R · . , airman 
eg1stra t1on and Lod · C 

I 5 10 Wall Street gmg omm ittee 

Th e Manito ba L egislative b 11ildi11g with 
the Golden Boy 0 11 top. 

Winnipeg 3, M an. , Canada 
Acknowledgement of reserva tions 
wi ll be given. A s it is Manitoba's 
Centennia l, early reservat ions are 
suggested by the committee. 

A good number of moderately 
priced hotels wi ll have good accom
modations. T he committee lists the 
fol lowing hotels which have guaran
teed a certa in number of rooms. 
Motels and lodges of all sizes a re 
situated along every major highway 
in Greater Winnipeg. 

The Marlborough H otel 
(Conference H eadquarters Hotel ) 

Champs Motor Hotel 
Gordon Downtowner 
Kildonan Motor Hotel 
Mall Hotel 
Maryla nd Motor Hotel 
Motel Sonesta 
Sheraton Carlton Motor Hotel 
St. Regis Hotel 
Westm inster Motor H otel 
Winnipeg I nn 

Prices for singles range from $6.50 
to $ 18.00 per day. Twin beds from 
$8.50 to $24.00 per clay. Y.M.C.A. 
a nd Y.W.C.A. offer the ir rooms to 
single people a t the ir usual rate . 
Dormitory facilities are a lso ava il 
a ble for s ingle people. A ll Hotels 
~ave free pa rking. All prices arc sub
ject to 5 % Provinci al sales tax. 
Reg i~ tration Fees a re : $3 .00 for 

individuals, $5.00 for a couple and 
$6.50 for a fa mily. Registratio n and 
lodging forms arc avai lable from 
your pastor. 

Herc a re a few sugges tio ns upon 
your a rrival in Winnipeg: Head for 
the Ma rlborough Hotel on Smith 

BAPTIST HE RALD 

Street, north off Portage Avenue. A 
registration desk will operate as of 9 
a.m. on Tuesday, August 4. Secure 
your conference packet and enjoy the 
downtown shopping centres. T he 
City of Winnipeg extends "on street" 
courtesy parking for out-of-province 
automobiles - but you must have 
an identification sticker. 

Conference parking is available in 
two nearby parkades at a reason
able price. Subterrainian connections 
with both parkades. 

The Regis tration and Lodging Com
mittee is working hard to make all 
necessary arrangements for your 
pleasant and memorable visit. 

Sec you in Winnipeg! D 

Mr. Willi Glesma1111 is a m ember of 
the R egistration and L odging Commit
tee, Winnipeg, l'vfan. 

One of the foyers in the Winnipeg C e11 -
te1111ial C 011cert H all. 

You Are 
Invited 

to Attend 
by Stan Johnson 

You are invited to attend the 36th 
General Conference to be held in 
Winnipeg, Ma n., Canada, Aug. 4-9, 
1969. 

Naturally, whenever you receive 
an invitation to attend a meeting, 
that seems so large and so far away, 
you may react with a question: Why 
should I attend the General Con fe r
ence i11 W innipeg? 
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Allow me to share with you some 
of the very meaningful experiences 
we, my family and I , have had in 
attending the last three General con
ferences. 

Anita and I attended our first 
General Conference Ju ly 31-Aug. 
6, 1961 , in Minneapolis, Minn. This 
was the 33rd General Conference. 
Dr. John Wobig served as confer
ence moderator. The theme song, 
" Are Ye Able, Said the Master," still 
rings in our hearts. T o hear all the 
conference delegates and friends sing 
that particular hymn was a t remen
dous inspiration. We went away from 
the conference in Minneapolis with 
our hearts changed. We were ready 
to go back to our local church and 
get to work. 

The Minneapolis conference 
caused us to begin looking forwa rd 
to attending the 34th General Con
ference , July 13-19, 1964, in Sacra
mento, Calif. , the first General Con
ference held in the State of California. 
This was the "Centennial Confer
ence." T he theme song for this con
ference was " O God, Our Help in 
Ages Past." Mr. Edwin Marklein was 
our conference moderator. During 
our stay in Sacramento, we rekin
dled friendships that had been start
ed at the Minneapolis conference. 
As we traveled home from Sacramen
to, it seemed like we had made 
friends with people from all across 
Canada and the United States. 

Many times our children spoke of 
the great time we had at Sacramento. 
The rich fellowship we enjoyed will 
be remembered all the days of our 
lives. 

It wasn' t very long unti l we were 
discussing plans to attend the 35th 
General Conference to be held, July 
I 0-16, 1967, in Detroi t, Mich. Our 
trip to Detroi t a nd return was a most 
enjoyable experience. As we think 
back upon the Detroit conference, 
we can"t help but praise the Lord 
for the fact that our conference was 
over approximately one week before 
Detroit was to rn by race riots. Some 
of the rioting was done right in the 
immediate area of the city, where we 
held our conference. Here again we 
see God's protecting ha nd upon us. 

At the Detroit confe rence we were 
inspired to a greater involve ment in 

our denominational life. It was a 
spiritual milestone in our lives. We 
saw so vividly the need for coming 
together as delegates from our 
churches. A General Conference is 
about the only way we have to really 
become aware of displaying our to
tal denominational ministry. If you 
were to ask me, personally, why 
should I plan to attend the 36th 
General Conference in Winnipeg I 
would say to you, come to Winni
peg and 

1) Enjoy the rich fellowship of 
old and new friends, in 
Christ; 

2) Be inspired to g reater service 
to Christ and his church 
through the ministry of out
standing Bible centered ser
mons and testimonies; 

3) Get involved in the debate and 
discussion during our busi
ness sessions; 

4) Vote for the leaders of your 
choice; 

5) See the great worldwide min
istry God has entrusted to 
your denomination; 

6) Hear, first-hand , reports from 
all the various denomination
al departments and enter
prises; and 

7) BE AWAKENE D TO A 
GREATER COMMITMENT 
OF YOUR LIFE IN SER
VICE TO JESUS CHRIST 
OUR LORD. 

Many very impor tant issues are go
ing to be d iscussed and acted upon 
in Winnipeg. Some of these dcci-
ions could radically change the di

rection of our denomination. If you 
don't come and make your ideas 
and concerns known, you have no 
right to complain about the deci
sions later. 

Why not decide R IG HT NOW to 
accept the invitat ion and start plan
ning to attend the 36 th General Con
ference. 

We are looking forward to seeing 
YOU in Winnipeg! 0 

1\1r. Stan Jol111so11. Tacoma. Wash .. is 
the 111oderntor of the Nonh American 
Baptist General Conference. 
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asli the 
profess 

by Gerald L. Borchert 

D ear D r. Borchert: Please excuse my 
English D r. Borchert but I am bothered 
by an idea of some people in our 
church who say that we shouldn't be
lieve that once we're saved we're al
ways saved. I'm writing you because 
I know you'll tell me what's right ... 
T he Bible says no man shall pluck 
them out of my hand and God doesn't 
lie about this, does H e? So why should 
anyone doubt? Don't they believe 
G od? Or am I all wrong? I'm sure 
God will never leave me nor forsake 
me ... . - Mrs. T. 
Dear Mrs. T. : T hank you for your 
letter. It is very clear, and I am quite 
certain that there are very few read
ers who wi ll not understand exactly 
what you have said. 

T he wonderful fea ture about being 
a Christian is the inner confide nce 
which God somehow gives to his peo
ple through his Word, through prayer 
and through experience. This confi
dence in our relationship with Christ is 
usuall y cal led the security of the Chris
tian. Those who venture to call this 
confidence eternal securi ty usually mean 
that their security with Chri st is es
tablished forever. It must be remem
bered. however, that neither the words 
"once saved, always saved" or "eternal 
securi ty" are really biblical. The ideas 
are theological conclusions based upon 
what m.en consider are the meanings 
of various passages of Scripture. 
Whether the ideas are right or wrong 
depe~ds upon how closely they ap
proximate the totality of the biblical 
message. 

Now, one of man's greatest problems 
is tha.t ~e usually settles for part of 
the b1bhcal message and neglects the 
other part or parts. The result is that 
he builds his theology or ideas about 
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G od in accordance with either h is own 
presuppositions or his own human lim
itations. Dare I suggest then that some 
of the theories concerning eternal se
curity seem to be based too much on 
this type of limited presuppositional 
thinking? For instance, it seems vir
tually impossible for some people to 
read H eb. 6:4-6 and tell me what the 
plain words mean. If they are com
mi tted to a rigid view of eternal se
curity they either begin an argument 
on the meaning or begin to manipu
late the words of the text, rather than 
elucidate the words. Such a reaction 
seems to indicate that perhaps there is 
yet more truth to learn about our rela
tionship with Christ. 

This reaction has a lso caused me to 
do some further thinki ng about salva
tion. Whil.e I am still growing in my 
understanding, I suggest we consider 
that salvation is not some THIN G we 
?btain from G od which we can put 
in the safety deposit boxes of our Jives. 
Nor should we reason that since God 
gave us salvation (and, as the argu
m~nt goes, God never cha nges his 
mind) he will never take IT back 
God. is not a giver of salvation-things: 
He is a giv~~ of Jesus and a giver of 
the H oly Spmt. H e is indeed a giver of 
h1mse_lf! What we obtain then from 
G od ~s not the thing salvation, but a n 
exper!ence of being related to God . 
. T his relationship changes my entire 

li fe because my li fe is gradually fo
cused more a nd more not on me but 
on m~ wonderful Savior. But what hap
pens if I tu rn my li fe away from my 
blessed Savior? I become cold d 
f . f a n un-
ru1 t ul as a Christian. And wh t h .f . a ap

pens I I w11lfully deny hi m and refuse 
to repent once I have accepted him? 
Dear reader, please do not say that 
s uc~1 could never happen. The Bible 
indicates in Hebrews that it y ·f . can. et 
i . we maintain a warm rela tionship 
With God th rough prayer, Bible study 
worship and Christian fellowship th~ 
external pressures of life w·11 I 'f 

1 on y orce 
us to the point o f greater dependence 
upon God. We wi ll then know .f 
do not }now now, the reality of ;es:s~ 
words they shall never perish, nei ther 
shall a nyone pluck them out of my 
hand" ( J h 0 n !0:28) . But remem ber 
that the sheep must hear his voice and 
follow him (John 10.27 ) d h 
b h · , a n t e 

ranc es must abide in the vine (John 
15). The life which is fa ith ful to our 
Lord . knows the great confidence and 
securi ty of "being in Christ" (P I' 
~reat theme) ' ~ut it knows a lso ~~a~ 
it must neve: tri fle with the living G od 
whose son died only once for man. O 

111'1 
111.11111111 
by Helen Knoll, 
team 11 reporter 

Each of our campaigns has had some 
highlight which has m ade it different 
from the others T he team was great
ly encouraged by the enthus iastic i~
volvement of the church members in 
Sheffield , Iowa, in t he morning Bible 
stud y and a fternoon visita tion. We 
made a total o f 432 calls and 187 con
tacts. The members rejoiced as they 
felt the excitement o f lead ing three 
souls to Christ tha t week . Our cam
paign ended on a very ha ppy note, f~r 
seven young people rededicated their 
lives to Christ at our las t service. 

In Aberdeen, S.D ., we were greatl ~ 
heartened by the fa ithful attendanc 

0 eve-of the people each night. ne 
. d to ning we were pleasantly surpn se d 

see the Jewish Rabbi, w hic h we ha 
sercalled on during the week, at our 

11 v ice. We made a to tal of 408 ca s 
r ht and 2 I 8 contac ts there. The high igh 

of th is cam paign was working with t e 
college young people. 

f pre-We had our first opportuni ty o 
1 sent ing a program in a high school a 

H ebron, N.D. It was amazing to see 
the change of a ttitude in our audiencde. 

"tU e At first, there was a general atti f 
of ind ifference o n the pa rt of most ~ 
the students. But we could feel t e 
H oly Spiri t worki ng as the progra~ 
continued a nd the stude nts becam 

. t our more attenttve. The response o w 
vis itation was wonder f:.J l as we sa 

. 0 ur those that we had ca lled o n in 
services each evening. We had the 0j ; 
portuni ty of making 257 ca lls and 1 

contacts. We a re deeply thankful t~ 
G od for the reviva l which came ab0~0 as one person received Christ and 
others reded icated their lives that fast 
Sunday. 

D we At G ackle and Streete r, N. ., . 
also had the oppor tunity of presenting 
a program in the h igh schools the~~ 
We made a tota l of 6 1 calls a nd 
contac ts. Six boys a nd girls a nd two 
women received C hrist. The h ighlight 
of this ca mpaign was the Youth RallY 
on Saturday. A great t ime was h ad 
by all a nd we thank the Lord t hat the 
Christian li fe is one in which we can 
rejo ice every day. 0 
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The Things We did 
Last Summer 
Each year twelve to fi fteen students 
become involved in a week to three 
months o f practical service in our 
churc hes a nd camps. Y ou can receive 
informa tion about this service oppor
tun ity by writing to the Director of 
Youth Ministry, 7308 Madison Street, 
F o rest Pa rk, Illi nois 601 30, or by ask
ing your pasto r. Some of the students 
who served this past summer had th is 
to say: 

"I'm ha ppy to say that Christ means 
more to me after this summer than 
before I began my work. M ost valu
a ble is the chance to work with di f
ferent people in many diffe rent situa
tions. It gives a young person a good 
look at the d ifferent phases of Chris
tian work." James D achtler (Jim served 
at several churches working with their 
vacation Bible schools a nd at four 
weeks of camp .) 

"We feel that Student Service should 
be requ ired for a ny student in semi
nary. It helps to solidify goals and 
values; it makes the church m inistry a 
reality to work toward. It is d ifficult 
fo r us to see how any student can 
really understand what he is learning 
without this type of pract ical experi
ence. We have been able to reach and 
touch individual lives and have encoun
tered real life situat ions that would 
never have been real to us in any 
other way." H elmut and Ricky La
brentz (H elmut a nd Ricky served with 
the pasto r in the church m inistry and 
outreach. ) 
"I count it a pr ivilege to h ave had the 
opportunity to work under the Stu
dent Service Pla n this summer. The 
week spent at cam p was spiritually en
r iching as well as a lot of fun . . . The 
working of the Holy Spirit could be 
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sensed throughout the week of camp 
as quite a few campers yielded their 
lives to the Lord. I had the priv ilege 
of leading a girl to know the Lord as 
her Savior. . . The two weeks I spent 
on the India n Reservation in A lberta 
were challenging and discouraging at 
times. I had the chance to view fi rst
hand the work and problems of our 
missionar ies, the Aaldyks. T his helped 
me to understa nd the urgency of our 
mission there." Pam R eck 

"The experience is o f great value. 
It is a time of important learn ing 
needed by a sem inary student. T his 
job put me in the pastorate in a live 
situation with practically all the prob
lems and conditions that exist in the 

- fu ll t ime pastorate . .. H aving been at 
th is job this summer has had some 
maturing effects upon both my wife 
a nd myself. It has been a pleasant ex
perience for both of us to the point o f 
sere nd ipi ty in some respects ." Michael 
Bohlen ( Mike served as an interim 
pastor.) O 

Heres an Idea 
O PERATION M EXICO. Bethel Bap
tist Church of A naheim, California, 
sponsored a program called Operation 
Mexico whic h affo rded I 0 young peo
ple the opportun ity of t raveling to 
E nsenda , Mexico, for two days. T he 
purpose of the program was to give 
a id to orphanages a nd churches in the 
area, a nd at the same t ime allow the 
you ng people the privilege of working 
and seeing fo r themselves the condi
tions tha t exist in other countr ies. 
Each person returned with renewed 
vigor and ded icatio n, and above all , 
appreciation for the blessings that we 
enjoy here. Possibly you can find a 
similar meani ngful involvement for 
your youth group. O 

Rich Replies 
My parents try to force me to be per
fec t, and they try to f ulfill their ideals 
through me. What can I do? 

It's great for parents to have ideals 
for their children, but who can be per
fect? Force is a most ineffective w ay 
to develop perfection. This generates 
resentment a nd builds barriers. The 
best way for your parents to help you 
attain a greater perfection in life is to 
live the principles of such perfection 
before you in love. 

L ikewise, you can 't go far on some
one else's ideals. T hey must be your 
own based on the sum of your life 
experience. 

Trying to live someone else's ideals 
is a drag. You need to become a per
son in your own right. You must live 
your own li fe - a nd take the conse
quences of your actions - whether 
they be good o r bad. But you need 
to remem ber that you have a respon
sibili ty to God, your fam ily a nd others 
with whom you have a relationship. 

W hat are your goals a nd ideals for 
life as you see them now? Try writing 
them out so you can see them and 
then communicate these concepts to 
your pa rents. T hey want the best for 
you - what do you want? 

"Children, it is your C hristian duty 
to obey your parents . . . Honor your 
fa ther a nd mother . . . so that all may 
be well with you . . . Parents, do not 
treat your children in such a w ay as 
to make them angry. Instead , raise 
them with Christia n discipline a nd in
struction" ( Eph. 6 : 1-4) . 
(Send your questions to Rich Replies, 
BAPTIST HERALD, Box 6, F o rest Park, 
Illino is 60130) 0 

"It's alm ost impossible to believe that 
Shorty Potts and Tom Jones are each 
made up of the exact same chemical 
content." 
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BO Ok 
ReVieWs 
by B. C. Schreiber 

Minister's Marriage Manual. Com
piled by Samuel Ward Hutton, Grand 
Rapids, Mich . Baker Book H ouse. 
$2.95. 

This small compact volume gives gui
da nce for the pastor in premarital 
counsel ing, processional and reces
s ional diagrams, marriage laws for each 
state in the union and source materials 
for various marriage ceremonies. 

Minister's Funeral Manual. Com
pi led by Samuel Ward Hutton, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Baker Book H ouse. 
$2.95. 

Young as well as mature ministers 
need guid ing principles, directions a nd 
procedures for funeral services which 
can often become stereotyped if not 
prepared for properly. This little book 
has much to suggest and can serve as 
a supplement to what the minister al
ready has. 

The Broadman Minister's Manual. 
By Franklin M. Segler, Nashville, Ten n. 
Broadma n Press. $3.50. 

The author has attempted to wri te 
an a ll-in-one book which includes wor
ship, .the ordinances, wedding, funeral, 
organizing a church, ordination, dedi
cation and installation, visitation and 
counseling. It serves as an added re
source for the ma ny services the min
ister must render. 

A Manual of Worship. By John E. 
Skoglund, Va lley Forge, Pa . Judson 
Press. $3.95. 

Worship st ructures vary from 
church . to church, often depending on 
the _gu1~ance of the minister or de
nominational tradition a nd practice. 
Many of t he principles and suggestions 
can be modified o r altered to be in
corporated into a church service. Gen
erally the book would probably be 
~ore ~el pful where a more forma l 
liturgy 1s fo llowed. 

Good New s fo r Childre n . By Sheri 
Dunham Haan, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Baker Book House, $4.95. 

Chi ldren's Bible story books all look 
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the same; although some attempt has 
been made recently to use natural , 
conversational and contemporary lan
guage geared to a child's limited vo
cabulary. 

Mrs. Haan's Good News for Chil
dren is entirely different, from the bold 
type to the thematic arrangement and 
the colorful, s imple illustrations. It can 
be read by and to children . The 
young child between the ages of seven 
and nine will be proud to own a Bible 
that he can read. 

One of the most meaningful themat
ic arrangements is the fact that the 
good news of Jesus Christ follows the 
creation and fa ll. Thereafter the sto
ries are focused on love, hate; obedi
ence, disobedience; humility and pride. 
Special attention has been given to the 
choice of stories which teach these les
sons in the most meaningful way and 
in a manner that will be appealing to 
the child's understanding of the truths 
of Scripture. 

Parents a nd Sunday school teachers 
will wa nt to add this volume to the 
home and church libraries. 

Letters to a Son. By Floyd H arri s, 
Jericho, N.Y. Exposition Press. $4.50. 

T his is a heart-warming and a heart
rending story. The letters are written 
by Pastor Floyd Harris to his son, 
Kyle, who lost his life in an accident 
at the age of 13. They are a loving 
father's fond remembrances of the 
joys and experiences that they shared 
together. Through the clouds of sor
row and grie f comes a message of faith 
and hope that ca n be a help a nd com
fort to others who have had similar 
tragic experiences. D 

Christian Ed. Committee Votes . 
(Continued from page 25) 

sized ve ry strongly the necessity of 
having an effective ministry with youth. 
Two of the reports sta ted that it was 

the duty of the local conference com
mi ttee on Christian education to help 
strengthen and facilitate the local 
church program. 

Some of those reporting expressed 
the need of being positive in minister
ing to youth . Erica Labrentz of the 
Southern Conference stated, "Young 
people have been so over-exposed to 
world events a nd happenings, tha t raz
zle-dazzle and the unusua l no longer 
draw a crowd. Perhaps the only a p
proach is the straight forward chal
lenge of the Christia n life." In the 
same line of thought the Rev. Fred 
Jantz of the Pacific Conference stated, 
"Our a lienated, empty kids need to 
find that reality of C hrist which will 
fill them with purpose and meaning. 
For some, mass meetings meet the 
the need. But for a host of o thers the 
old one-to-one relationship is the only 
answer." David H oward of the Central 
Conference added to th is by observing 
that, "Yout h are intelligent and con
cerned about themselves a nd others. 
They want to belong to a group or 
~ause a nd do someth ing that is mean
ingful. They a re trying to discover 
~ho they are and the real purpose of 
li fe. To effectively help a nd work with 
them one must give u ndersta nding, 
guidance. and patience." 

F rank Bridge of the Atla nt ic Confer
ence added to the positive punch by 
stating that the youth programs which 
seem to make C hristianity relevant, 
practical and real a re those w hich give 
time for personal testimonies, involve 
ac tive participation in personal evan
gelism a nd have small groups for study, 
discussion, sharing a nd prayer." D 

~:~~~~ ;'.~~:~.~. ~.~ ~~. 11'1-
Also, fibe rg la ss ba pt is lri c s, s.p ircs, crosses U ft a 
and "Beaut y G loss" for w in d o w s . .!, .. fj , 

llmE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO. 
P. 0. BOl 511 I 901 SlYDITH STRID I OUKCf, TtlAS 776l0 

CHARTER TOURS TO EUROPE 
Including Oberammergau 

Leaving From Los Angeles, Seatt le, Denver, New York. Departures Every 
Saturday Moy Thru September. l st Cl. Hotels - 2, 3-4 Week Tours From $498. 
No Club Membersh ip Req ui red, U.S. Gov't Approved. 

AN NUAL HOLYLAN D TOUR - LV. JULY 25 

For Free Colorful Brochure Write: 

Dr. F. J. Berger, 5636 Norwich Ave., Von Nuys, Calif . 9140 1 
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Broadway 
Baptist Needs 
Your Help 
by R ay Niederer 

The West Broadway Baptist Church is 
located in the growing city of Enid, 
Okla. The church was started in 1964 
after several fami lies moved to Enid 
from some of our NAB churches in 
rural areas. These fami lies became the 
nucleus of the church that was start
ed. 

After the comi ng of a pastor to the 
fie ld, the church purchased an already 
existing church building in 1965. T he 
church building is located on the west
ern edge of the city and is more than 
adequate for our needs. However, it 
was purchased with the idea of growth 
in mind. The auditorium wi ll seat 
about 200 people and the building also 
has an educational wing wi th a church 
office, a number of classrooms, and a 
church ki tchen . 

Although a great deal of fa ithful 
service has gone into the work, it has 
not progressed rapid ly. Now the church 
has a membership of 39 of which 30 
are active. It has been difficult for our 
N AB church to att ract people of the 
community. Also, al though people 
continue to move away from our other 
Oklahoma NAB churches, few of them 
have settled in Enid. And the church, 
like many churches today, has been 
set back in its growth by families who 
have moved away. 

Although the church membership is 
small , an act ive program is being car
ried out. The Sunday school is well 
staffed with teachers and classes for 
each age group. Also, besides the reg
ular worship a nd prayer services, there 
is an adult training hour, a youth 
group, and a Scripture memory pro
gram for child ren. The Women's Mis
s ionary Society meets each month and 
fi lls its White Cross quota. Vis itation 
is also being carried out by the pastor 
and members. 

The R ev . R ay N iederer is the pastor 
of the West Broadway Baptist Ch11rch, 
Enid, Okla . 
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Because the group is small , the finan
cial burden has been great on the few 
members. The church has been great
ly undergirded by the Oklahoma As
sociation and the Church Extension De
partment of our Conference who have 
been helping the church with its sup
port. T he church also has many needs 
for equipment, such as a typewriter, 
mimeograph machine, organ, etc., some 
of which can be met as you give to 
this appeal as a Church Extension 
Builder. 

As more and more people leave our 
ru ral churches in Oklahoma, our hope 
lies in build ing churches in the cities 
such as Enid. Pray that the people 
who have worked and given generous
ly wi ll not be d iscouraged but wi ll con
tinue to work faithfully. Growth will 
not come rapidly, but only in time 
a nd a fte r much prayer and faithful 
work in the Lord's service. D 

Preschool Sunday school class. 

The f rant entrance to the church. 

CHURCH EXTENSION 
BUILDERS' PROJECT 
FOR FEBRUARY, 1970 
Will yo11 pray and contribute? 

Anyone having friends or relatives in 
the a rea is encouraged to send their 
names and addresses to the pastor: The 
Rev. Ray Niederer, 4 19 G lenwood Dr.. 
Enid, Okla. 7370 1. 

The congregation after a morning worship service. 
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Ministry With Elderly 
by George A . Lang 

Much emphasis in pla nning today is 
placed on youth. This is right and is 
easily understood when we recognize 
that about ha lf of the population in 
the U nited States is 25 years of age 
or under. The older citizens, however, 
are not forgotten either. In fact, much 
is being done for the approximately 21 
mi llion people who are 65 years of 
age and older on the national, state 
and local levels. 

Our major problem today, however, 
may be the fac t that while the medical 
profession has helped to increase life 
expectancy. the business world is con
sta ntly lowering the age of retirement. 
It is establ ished that at age 65 "a per
son can expect to live 13 to 16 years 
ionger." Most industries make practi
ca lly no provis ion for the use of able 
bodied people over 65. Thus a crucia l 
problem confronts us when trying to 
meet the needs of these oldsters. 

The federal government through the 
"Older Americc:ns Act of 1965" and 
subsequent legislation is seeking practi
ca lly and vigorously to meet the needs 
of the aging through research, organ i
zations and oth(' r provisions. It e n
courages the development of agencies 
and facili ties on the state and local 
levels to reach the special people in 
need. Homes for the elderly a nd aging 
have and a re being constructed with 
subsidies by the government. Also 
nursing homes are bui lt with fina ncial 
aid for the care of the physica ll y 
handicapped. But it needs to be re
membered that o nly about one in 25 
lives in institutions. The remaining 96 
percent of older me n a nd women live 
mostly in family groups. o r live alone 
in an apartment or private dwelling. 
A ll of these need to be cared for or 
served in some form or other. 

It may be of interest to know how 
a communi ty like Sioux Falls is at
tempting to meet this problem. 1t may 
not be different from many other com
munities. Besides homes for the aging. 
a community - wide group of citi zens 
has cstahli,hed a Senior Cit izens Ser
vices organization. This has a center 
in the heart of the city whe re its of
fices and activity faci lities are located. 

Dr. Geortje A. La11R is the Disti11-
q11ished Professor of Pa.1toral Theology 
at the North A 111erican Bapti.1·1 Semi
nary in Sioux Fall1", S.D. 
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A concerned staff of workers func tion 
effect ively in carrying out the fourfold 
purposes of Information, Coordination, 
Exploration, and Action. 

Fi rst of all , "Senior Citizens Ser
vices acts as a referral and information 
center for older persons, and those in
terested in their problems. The coun
seling of senior citizens along with 
publication of a newsletter called Li/ e
line are part of informal education ac
tivities." 

Secondly, it "serves as a hub for 
various agencies dealing with older 
persons - assis ting in their growth and 
urging them to work toward common 
goals for the benefi t of senior citi zens." 

Thirdly, its "purpose is to search out 
needs of older persons and find agen
cies that will provide services to meet 
these needs." 

Fourthly, it "urges older persons to 
be active in community programs 
which will util ize their knowledge, ex
perience, judgment and talents; thereby 
fulfill ing the desire to be needed a nd 
useful; lead ing to a fuller, happier li fe , 
a nd at the same time being of great 
benefit to thei r communi ty." 

The Senior Citizens Services appeals 
for volunteer helpers to know the 
problems of aging and to help solve 
them. It seeks to challenge such help
ers to meet the following seven most 
frequent problems with suggested prac
tical solutions. 

I . L oneliness. T his, of course, is the 
most prevalent problem of the aging. 
To overcome it the older person is 
encouraged to be o r become a fr ie nd
ly visito r himself. As one encourages 
another in need. he fi nds usefulness in 
his own life and loses his loneliness. 

2 . N eglect. Many aging people have 
tale nts which can be used, if properl y 
cha nnelled. A few months ago the 
Senior Citizens Services in coopera
tion with the Sioux Falls Ministeri al 
Association presented in the c ity col i
seum a ta lent show for the aging. 
Hundreds of older people responded 
by displaying their productions of art. 
paintings, carvings, ceramics, needle
work , etc. These items were purchased 
hy visitors who came in crowds. A 
program, using musical, d ram<itic , a nd 
li tera ry talent , was given to a la rge. 
appreciative a ud ience. As a c limax, the 
oldest male a nd female citizens present 
were crowned king and queen of the 

occasion. This gave great satisfaction 
to those who participated as well as to 
the spectators. Such an event has be
come a n annual a ffair. 

3. M oney. Effort is made to secure 
employment for suppleme ntary inco~e 
for those who a re able to work . It 1s 
gratifying to note that ma~y busi_ness 
esta blishments welcome the ir services. 
This is especially a ppreciated, s ince 
many o f the senior cit izens are in dire 
poverty and fin ar.cial need. T he_ cost ~f 
living ri ses almost mo nthly. while the.ir 
income and savings usually remain 
fi xed. 

4 . H elp needed. A serv ice called 
" Lifeline" is carried on by a group of 
volunteers who da ily phone the aged 
who cannot leave his or her home. 
T his is no t mere ly a friendly visit fo r 
them. but assures them that someone 
cares for them. It is also a means by 
which many catastrophies of helpless 
people can be avoided. 

5 . II/ health and/ or d isability. 
T here are severa l services by d ifferent 
agencies to meet these needs. A daily 
vis it to such is made by a vis it ing nurse 
or aide. In order to provide a whole
some wa rm meal at least once a day. 
voluntee rs br ing them a hot meal w hich 
is called "meals o n wheels" service. 
Some visiting nurses also ass ist in o th
e r details of home care a nd home mak
ing. 

6 . Leisure time. For those who ar_e 
a ble, the re arc educatio nal a nd physi
ca l activities sc heduled th roughout the 
week at the Center dow ntown. H ere 
they can enjoy companionship. me ntal 
s timulation, a nd even counseling ser
vices. Occasiona lly bus trips to outlying 
places of interes t and ac tivity are pro
vided for them free of cha rge o r for 
a nomina l fee. 

BA PTIST HERALD 

7. Life's purpose. Many older per
sons a re encouraged to become fos_ter 
grandparen ts for needy children, wh1c.h 
brings much joy to both parties. It is 

. how one's inner resources are amazing f h 
1 developed by this. More o sue ~e ~-

t ionships should be planned for_ it. is 
a natural method in the accomphshmg 
of li fe 's purpose, when all ages and gen
erations can have a good interpersonal 
experie nce. 

D uring the past summer it was my 
pleasure to participate in a survey of 
the Sioux Falls community to learn what 
protective services are available_ for the 

. T he United Community S~r-
agmg. p · t Comm1t-vices a ppointed "The roiec . . 
tee on Protective Services," consisting 
of five members. We contacted fifteen 

. · · t learn what pro-agenc1es 111 the city o 
vision was made to pro tect the helpless 
and less alert senior citizens. Often 

· 'th a head-newspapers carry items w1 ' 
line such as "Swindlers Bilk T wo Loca~ 
Women With 'Trap the Teller 
Schemes." This story reported how 
two "con" me n swindled two older 
women out of $2,500 and S 1,200 re
spectively. The police department a_nd 
others seek to apprehend s~ch culprits, 
but often find this most difficult. 

My task was to contact churches, 
min isters the Salvation Army and oth
ers It ~as interesting to learn that 

·. d again older people lost again a n h · 
ma ne to "con" la nd agents o r eanng 
aid s~lesmen. Some of the c~urches 
have committees for the agmg to 
whom such cases are referre~ a nd_ fo l
lowed up. A similar committee m a 
large church makes as many as 200 
calls a month on needy people, most 
of whom are in old peoples homes or 
J·v·ng alone. One church reported hav-
1 I " d' f . a "XYZ Committee, stan mg or 

mg d · h · ed " eX tra Yea rs of Zest" , a n is c a~r 
by an active, enthusiastic octogenaria n. 
One social agency found that many 
old people living alon~ _were s_urround
ed by u nsanitary cond1tio?s with many 
fire haza rds, because of piled up news
papers or rubbish. Others were fou_nd 
living in rooms on the secon~ o_r third 
floor in poorly constructed bu1ld111gs or 
houses. T here is still much work to do 
for socia l action committees, who seek 
to assist these people in correcting such 
unsatisfactory situations. 

To better this condition, coopera
tion both ways is absolutely necessary. 
As more volunteers are available and 
better coordination for sec~ring . ?1ore 
aid is es tablished, the senior c1 tiz~ns 
must a lso be wi lling to accept ad~1ce 
a nd guidance from those who are kmd 
enough to help them . Our times and 
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equipment change so fast to.day, that 
older people find it most d ifficult to 
make the necessary rapid adjustme?t. 
And yet their cooperation is essentia l 
for their own good. 

A t the Second Annual Con~erence 
on Aging, held in Sioux F alls m No
vember, many speakers brought reports 
on the development of p~o.grams for 
the elderly on various pohllcal levels. 
It was interesting to hear that, contrary 
to what may be found in ma~y states, 
South Dakota has now a sufficient num
ber of nu rsing homes for the elder!~. 
Effort is being made both here a nd ~n 
other states to keep the _older pe~son Ill 
his own home, if possible. This n:ay 
reflect the findings of psychologists 
who have reported tha t "old folks who 
live alone are the happiest - provi_ded 
they are in good health, have sav~ngs 
of about $4,000 and can see relatJves 
or friends regularly, according to a 
new study. E lderly people in poor 
health and with a low income have 
low morale and it makes little di ffer
ence whether they live alone or not." 

A more elabora te pla n of daily con
tact through visiting nurses a nd home 
maki ng or care services is in the offing. 
It is thought that such a pla n will not 
cost as much as has been the case in 
build ing elaborate nursing homes. In 
this a rea the local c hurches through 
volunteer help ca n be of great assis
tance to their aging members and to 
other senior persons in their community 
a nd contacts. With the increased num
ber of retired individ uals who are sti ll 
able to rende r service, this can be an 
aid in the fulfillment of li fe's purposes, 
a therapy for many emotional distur
bances, and an effective help to the 
many aging who are in great need. O 

The Home in 
White Rock 
by R . R apske 

" A home where many care" is the 
theme of the Evergreen Baptist H ome, 
W hite Rock, B.C. 

T his ca lls for the total involvement, 
not only of the church and the com
munity, but also of the aged individ~al 
himself. At the Evergreen Baptist 
Home we seek to encourage people 
enter ing the home to keep up regular 

The R ev. R . Rapske is the adminis
trator of the Evergreen Baptist Home, 
White Rock , B.C. 

Front view. 

contacts with the church, the commu
nity and t heir relatives and friends. We 
do not provide merely a place to stay 
until illness o r death come. Ra ther, 
we seek to provide a "home" w~ere 
people Jive; a place where a pra~t1c~I 
demonstration of the love of Chn st 1s 
evident. To foster this type of atmo
sphere is ou r goal, whether it c~n~erns 
the physical facilities , the adm1111stra
tion and staff or the association and 
the board who comprise the governing 
body of the home. 

We are grateful to God for the peo
ple who played a very important ro~e 
in the founding of the home. Their 
underlying philosophy that, "this home 
shall be a place where peo~le. com_e 
to live, not merely to stay, 1s evi
dent in a very practical way in every 
facet of the Home's life. 

T he location points to this fact. It 
·s situated in the beautiful ci ty of 
~hite Rock, B.C. This provides very 

Small Lounge. 

favorable climactic conditions for re
tirement, rest and relaxation. 

The Home itself is located on a 
seven acre lo t overlooking the water
front. O n this parcel of ground are 
many state ly fir trees, fr~m which _the 
name is derived , sur round111g the build
ings. These, together with a panora~ic 
view of Semia hmoo Bay and the dis
tant mountains, give one a real aware
ness of the ha nd of the C reator. 

We are a lso a very integral part of 
the community. A round us are apart
ments and homes of all types. H ere 
the normal act ivites can be observed 
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Dining room and lounge. 

such as gardening, children at play and 
band concerts. 

The building is all on one level. Ev
eryone has a private room, which in
cl udes private sanitary facilities. Each 
guest may furnish the room according 
to personal taste and ability. Lounges 
are cheerful and comfortably furnished 
providing adequate space for socializ
ing. Dining is a pleasant experience 
from the standpoint of nutri tious well 
prepared food and a pleasant atmo
sphere as we look out to the water
front and in the distance to the islands 
of the Bay. 

In the Hostel uni t we can accom
modate 47 people at the present time. 
A 44 bed addition is in the process of 
being constructed. This new unit will 
also provide us with a chapel which is 
so essential for such a home as this. 

We also have 23 self-contained 
units. Twelve bachelor sui tes for in
dividuals and seven one-bedroom sui tes 
for couples are in a two-story apart
ment building, while four one-bedroom 
suites are in a "fourplex," also for 
couples only. All units have fu ll bath
room faci lities, and kitchenettes 
equipped with range and refrigerator. 

Last but not least is the program of 
the home. This too is planned with 
the needs of the individual in mind. 
When providing care for the aged, there 
is danger of being over-protective. 
This deprives the older person of his 
independence and can narrow or di
minish his area of vision and sense of 
self-worth. Our aim therefore is to 
encourage the guest to be as indepen
dent as possible, to feel "at home" and 
to be as active as possible in the home 
the church and the community. w~ 
try to encour.age each one to keep in 
touch with his fami ly: something that 
most older people feel may be lost 
when th~y enter a home for the aged. 

Most 1mport~nt of all is the empha
sis on the sp1ntual atmosphere in the 
home. This is a place where Christ is 
honored. Consequently we put aside a 
short time for a devotional period at 
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breakfast time each day. A Sunday 
morning and mid-week service a:e 
held regularly. Often these are in 

charge of the guests, allowi~g for the!r 
participation in the services. This 
makes them more effective and mean
ingful. The ladies auxiliary is a very 
important branch of the h~me. !~ey 
spend hours in vis"1tat1on, in assisting 
those who cannot help themselves any 
more and perform many funct ions vital 
and necessary to the comforts of the 
home. We are fortunate to have a 
number of churches close by. Both 
people and pastors render invaluable 
service in visitation, counsell ing and 
fulfill ing the spiritual needs of the 
guests of the home. It is reassuring 
for our guests to know that so many 
care and above all to be reassured 
that God cares. 0 

The Home 
in Bismarck 
by A lfred W eisser 

Front V iew. 

Providing a total living experience 1s 
the motto of the Baptist Home in Bis
marck, N.D. To this cause we are 
dedicated. 

It is our aim and purpose that all 
persons,_ regardless of age or disability, 
are entitled to the best that medical 
~ci~n~e has contributed to help each 
111d1v1dual continue life at a maximum 
of_ his abi lities; that each person ad
mitted has . available to him physical , 
me~ta_I , social, restorative and spiritual 
fac1ht1es. which wi ll speed his recovery 
and ennch his life for a total living 
exper~ence. We believe that life is an 
~n-go111g experience, that, as Paul said: 
Whether here or there we are wi th the 

Lord." 

The R ev. Alfred Weisser is the ad
m 1111ster of the Baptist H 
marck, N .D. Diiie in Bis-

T he Baptist H ome provides round 
the clock nursing care by licensed per
sonnel assisted by trained aides and or
derlies to maintain the best possible 
level of physical and mental activity 
with personal d ignity, integrity, inde
pendence and self-respect. 

Inside the chapel. 

A registered physical therapist works 
to restore muscles, limbs and joints in
capacitated by strokes, fractures, ar
thritis, etc., to again serve their pur
pose as fully as possible. 

Two full-time workers a rrange for a 
multitude of activities to give the resi
dents opportunities to participate in re
warding work projec ts ; a lso providing 
fe llowship in music , TV, recordings and 
singing. The co!Tee pot is always on 
with many goodies to go with it. 

Eating is one of the im portant plea
sures of life. We like to keep it so. 
A licensed dietitian comes in on a con
sulting basis to help the die tary staff 
provide the necessary diets well pre
pared and lovi ngly served in a home
li ke atmosphere; maki ng for a good 
feeling of health and contentment. 

R etirement apartments. 

The spir itual needs of our people are 
served by a fu ll -time chaplain, the Rev. 
Emanuel Wolff, who ministers to them 
with devotional times at the tables, 
mid-week and Sunday services. Men's, 
women's, young peoples's groups, choirs 
and special music groups present pro
grams on various a fternoons and eve
nings. ~irthday parties, outings, fi lms 
and various types of recreation are also 
under his direct ion. Much visiting and 
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A ctivities Center. 

counsell ing is done on an ind ividual 
basis. T hus each person is involved and 
finds living in the home of new inter
est and more like "Home, Sweet 
H ome." 

Rev. Emanuel Wolff. 

To meet the goals set by our motto 
requires a real interest in the resident's 
welfare; establishing a good rapport 
with him and the teamwork of all who 
have a part in th is person's care. T his 
includes the cooperative effort of all 
those on the staff, the doctors, dentist, 
chaplain, physical and occupational 
therapists, nursing staff, housekeepi ng, 
the dietary department and anyone 
having anything to do with the opera
tion of the Home. 

R ev. Alfred Weisser. 

In order to accomplish all th is a 
good physical plant is also important. 
Our Horne began in 1940 in a large 
remode lled residence. This soon 
proved inadequate and inappropriate; 
thus, in 1949 an eighty bed home was 
built near the stately Capitol building. 
In 1956 an addition was built which 
housed a chapel, a six bed infirmary 
along with 40 additional resident beds. 
In 196 1 the first 35 -bed nursing addi
tion was built including a new boiler 
room, a new laundry, additional dietary 
faci lities and above all a beautiful and 
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spacious chapel. 
Always interested in serving the 

needs of our people the society set 
about building twenty retirement apart
ments which were dedicated in 1965. 
These are fine apartments; fully fur
nished for light housekeeping and 
greatly appreciated by the residents. 

In May of 1969 another addition 
providing 29 nursing beds was dedi
cated. These rooms are functionally 
arranged and fi nely furnished for the 
care of those with greater medical 
needs. Exceptiona lly fine occupational 
therapy space encompassing nearly the 
whole ground floor was provided , mak
ing it the fi nest in the state. Improved 
physical therapy space was also made 
available. 

The home now provides for up
wards of 220 residents making various 
levels of living available and furnishing 
the care requi red in each of these 
areas. 

It is only by the grace of God that 
this can be. May his hand continue 
to be upon us as we face the future 
with him; and seek to glori fy his name 
in serving his people and providing a 
total living experience. O 

The Home 
in Norridge 
by John Grygo 

The Central Baptist Home for the 
Aged is an imposing complex of at
tractive buildings in Norridge, a suburb 
northwest of Chicago, Il l. The home 
itself, as well as the residences for the 
administrator, the medical doctor and 
the chaplain are standing on nine acres 
of land. Previously, from its founding 
i? 1896 unt il 1956, the Central Bap
tist Home was located at Spaulding 
Avenue and Cortland Street in Chicago 
next to the former Humboldt Baptist 
Church. 

The Board of D irectors consists of 
members which belong to our Chicago 
area churches. Its officers are Presi
dent, Mr. Dan Granzow; Vice-Presi
dent, Mr. Arthur Leuschner; Secretary, 
Mrs. M. Church; Treasurer. Mr. Carl 
Jenkins. Mr. Myron Dudek is the ad
ministrator, Dr. V. Edwards is the 
medical director and the Rev. John E . 
Grygo is the chaplain. 

Th e Rev. John Grygo is the chap
lain of the Central Baptist Home for 
the aged , Norridge, ll/. 

Much is being done to make the 
stay of the house-guests pleasant and 
beneficial. All rooms are private. In 
the infirmary good and devoted care is 
provided. Only serious cases are trans
fer red to hospitals. Registered nurses 
and aides are on duty 24 hours a day. 

T he home has a charter by the State 
of Illinois and belongs to the Illinois 
Association of H omes for the Aged and 
the Welfare Council of Metropolitan 
Chicago. 

The Central Baptist Home 
for the aged. 

Those who are physically able pass 
many hours in the occupational therapy 
room where many interesting items 
are being created for the delight of 
prospective buyers and welfare organi
zations. A modest library gives oppor
tunity for browsing and social con
tacts. 

The Rev. John Grygo, chaplain. 

Spiritual needs are continually met. 
At breakfast t ime short devotions are 
held. Every Tuesday evening many 
residents meet in the chapel and are 
grateful for the messages of the pulpit, 
the performances of various youth 
groups and church choirs. Much ap
preciated are the fine and helpful mes
sages by our pastors who so often cheer 
the residents. 

Once a month a delegation of our 

(Co11ti1111ed 011 pages 23. 24 ) 
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'"008 
the 

'"WO men 
by Mrs. Herbert Hiller 

That Measure of Maturity 

by Mrs. Paul Kohnzan, 
Program Packet editor 

A baby does not remain a baby unless 
a problem develops. Neither does a 
child remain a child unless some prob
lem arises to change the usual pattern 
of gro':"'th. Likewise there is nothing 
static m a true spiritual experience. 
Growth is the expected condition for 
every person who accepts Christ as his 
personal Saviour. 

Paul , who has been named the most 
mature Christian who ever lived, com
mends spiritual growth as a desired 
goal of the Christian life: "That we 
may grow up into Him in all things" 
(Eph. 4:15). In Eph. 4: 13 he states 
''Ti ll we all come in the unity of th~ 
faith. and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a mature man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness 
of C hrist." 

T his verse serves as the basis for the 
ti tle, 'That Measure of Maturity," and 
the content of the 1970 English pro
gram packet. There are no material 
me~ns of measuring our Christian ma
tunty. We have no yardstick to see if 
we are tall _ enough spiritually; there is 
no m~a~unng cup to test if we are 
~ull spmtually; there is no scale lo tell 
if we are growing week by week. But 
we ?o. have a spiritual measure for our 
Chnsttan maturity, Christ Himself. 
~ulh Paxon .. h'.15 said in Rivers of Liv
ing U:ater, with a growing knowledge 
o~ Him_ and a deepening communion 
~1th H im, there must be a growin 
likeness to Him." g 

Paul expre_ss~d his desire, which 
sho~ld be. an imitative one for each of 
us: m Phil. 3: I Oa, "That I ma k 
H im . .. " This we recognize as tyhe bno':"' 
f Ch . . ~s 
or nstian maturity a . 

knowledge of Christ an;-. t. growmg 
. . m 1macy of 

communion wi th H im Th" h 
"That I may know Hi~ is " P. rashe, 
th f · · · IS t e 

eme or the devotions in the 1970 
packet. 

In dd. · a it1on to the mission and 
so J sea-

~a programs, the packet contains a 
sen es of program-lessons based on the 
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second phrase of Phi l. 3: 10, "That I 
may know . . . the power of His res
ur:ection ... " Someone has said, "The 
evidence of His fi lling is the evidence of 
!f is control. The measure of His fu lness 
1s the measure of my maturity." 

Will you a llow the 1970 program 
packet .to_ help you individually and 
your missionary society as a group to 
gro.w ,t,oward 'That Measure of Ma
tunty? The packet will be available 
for $2.25 from the following address 
by _February 15: Woman's Missionary 
U nion, 7308 Madison Street, Forest 
Park, IH. 60 130. (German packets are 
also available at $1.75.) 

* * * 
"Greater Works Shall Ye Do . . /1 

by Mrs. H. f . Waltereit 
White Cross chairman ' 

These and other wonderful words of 
comfort and challenge were · 
th d" . 1 given to 

e i~c 1 p es i_n the passover chamber 
pre~e~mg ~~nst's death. Even though 
Ch n st s ongmal disciples were all 
H~ looked upon woman as a hu%ean~ 
bemg of equal worth. 

Jesus accepted the ministry of -
en by h . . worn 

s armg their hospita lity N 
doubt there were other homes · 0 

H" b open t o 
im, ut H e spent much time in the 

home of Mary and Martha I f 
d . h · n act we 

rea In t e record that "H / d ' 
th d h . e ove Mar-

a an er sister and Lazarus." 
Jesus was liberal in H " . is praise of 

won:e~. Who was the giver that 
Chnst s approval? The . met 
h . poor widow 

t at cast In two mites 

AbWhto was th~ most a~proved worker? 
~u a certain woman named M 

Chnst said "Sh h h ary, 
_,, . , e at done what she 

could , In other words " h h 
her best." ' s e as done 

Jesus was dining in th h 
Ph arisee named Simo e ::.use of a 
comes in out of the ~· k woman 
cascade of her hair ar.' takes the 

f h L ' and wipes the feet 
o er ord that are alread . 
tears. Simon is horrified bu/J wet with 
"Her sins, which were esus says, 
given her· for sh / many, are for-

' e oved much " 
As we go th rough th . 

could name many e gospels we 
whom the L d ' :nany more women 

or praised and wh 
important to H"m J ' o were 1 · ust as worn · the Bible and th . . en m e1r services w · 
portant to Ch · l ere im-

n s ' so we are also im 
portant. Our services and t I -
needful to the L d a ents are or . 

There are ma h 
wh ny c annels open to us ere we can do " 
the Lord L greater works" for 
First and. et . me enumerate a few. 

0 ' . most important, is PRAYER 
ur services can onl b · 

as we nurture ou Y . e as effective 
. r own li ves 0 . 

s10naries need our d .
1 

· ur m1s-
ai Y prayers. 

Another channel open to us as w0111_ 

en is SERVICE. The:e .are ma ny ways 
to serve in true C hnstian love: visit
ing the sick a nd s?rrowing a~d bring
ing comfort ; helping those in need. 
we read in Matt. 25:45 , " Ver ily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto 
one of the least of these m y brethren 
ye did it unto me." ' 

Who of you has not fe lt a special 
warmth in your hearts as you have 
viewed the White Cross slides? (The 
new fi lm " Unto the Least of These" 
is availab le from H eadquarters.) As 
you looked upon the black African 
baby cudd led in one of those color
ful blankets that you had made, d id it 
not give you a feeling of satisfaction , 
knowing that you too are helping in 
the miss ionary work? 

I have been thrilled by the wonderful 
co-operation of you women a nd your 
willingness to serve in the a rea of 
White Cross. This pas t year we sent 
out 30,000 lbs. The hours a nd hours 
of time that went into this work show 
your concern. In real value more than 
$ 16,000 of White Cross work was sent, 
but who can measure the spiritual val
ue these bandages , dressings and lay
ettes will bring as they a re being used 
in Jesus' name! 

You have done well in giving to
ward medical supplies. Let us keep up 
the good work for as our mission work 
grows the needs become greater. These 
are investments that you a re making 
for time a nd eternity. W e tha nk you 
for your faithfulness. 

Continue to send in the S & H 
stamps to headquarters for through 
them many White Cross needs have 
been supplied . 

Several requests from the field have 
come for items that are too large to 
be undertaken by individua l societies. 
Money wi ll be received towards cur
tains, drapes, etc. If in terested , con
tact White Cross chai rman, Mrs. H. 
J. Waltereit, 16450 Stri cker , East D e
troit, Mich. 48021 

Take Courage! 

The World D ay o f Prayer, to be ob
served on F riday, Marc h 6, challenges 
us with the the me "Take Cou rage.'' 
C hri stian women throughout the world 
will unite on this day petitioning for 
courage to withstand the t rials and 
temptations they a re to face. Observe 
it in your church a nd gain the blessing 
of corporal~ prayer inte rcess ion. d 

The offenng ta ken w ill go wwar 
forn~shing the boarding home for_ our 
missionary children at Jos, N igeri a. 

JlALD 
RAPTJST }-1£ 

I 
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Are 
You 
A Hero? 

hy Donald Richter 

A youth does two things as he becomes 
an adult which relate especially to val
ues: ( I ) He forms his own pattern of 
self-control, and (2) he builds a per
sonal set of values. As he becomes an 
adult, he is faced with larger and more 
appealing temptations. H e seeks a bal
ance between desire a nd restraint. H e 
develops his own values and beliefs so 
that he no longer needs to depend on 
what others tell him. 

Heroes 

Every youth hungers for a hero. 
Many adults seek others whom they 
ca n ad mire. Youth has a "must" con
science which means doing something 
because he has been told or forced to. 
As a youth nears adulthood, he begins 
to understand that adults have an 
"ought" conscience which means doing 
someth ing freely chosen and accept
ing its rewards or punishments. For 
the youth to move from "must" to 
"ought'', he needs to see and to asso
cia te with a hero. Sometimes a youth 
will develop a more rigid set of values 
and system of self-control tha n his hero 
because he seeks to be like his idealized 

The R ev. Donald Richter is director 
of adult ministries with the Department 
of Christian Education of the North 
American Baptist G eneral Conference. 
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hero. This is good because it is possi
ble to settle for less than the ideal, but 
impossible to exceed the ideal. Unfor
tunately, and this complicates youth's 
search for a hero, some adults still 
have a "must" conscience. They ex
pect someone else to define their 
c ho ices rather than choosing things for 
themselves. 

The Unmerciful Servant 

Our Lord spoke, in Matthew 18, of 
the man who had wronged his supe
rior. When discovered, he asked for 
mercy. This was granted. even though 
the mercy shown was more than he 
deserved. H e came to someone who 
was in debt to h im and refused to grant 
mercy. In turn, he was dealt with as 
he dealt with the other. The unmer
ci ful servant had a " must" conscience 
- he let the evi l habits of the age de
cide his course of action. H e should 
have had an "ought" conscience -
to fo llow the pattern of mercy he saw 
in a hero. 

Heroic Qualities 

Youth looks for heroes in areas 
where he is uncertain about what lies 
ahead. Because of some uncertainty 
about the outcome, his search can take 
him anywhere. 

Youth seeks fa ith in God. He may 
cast aside some of his childish reli
gious ideas. H e m ay rebel against 
some current religious attitudes, stan
dards, a nd systems. H e may rebui ld 
a Biblical fa ith that appears to be a 
break with the past but is essentially at 
one with it. H e may abandon any fur
ther search or become dis interested 
when no heroes are at hand to help. 
A youth's search for fa ith is some
times seen by a parent as an attack 
on all they have treasured and taught. 

A person can be a hero by suppressing 
the desire to scold and condemn and 
by revealing an acceptance of the 
emerging adult a nd consoling him in 
the pain of becoming m ature. 

Youth seeks to learn what it means 
to be a man or a woman. This in
cludes sex but centers primarily on 
manliness ~nd womanliness. The sin of 
society today has been to give exces
sive attention to sex - such as the ex
ploitation of sex in advertising. This 
hedonistic sexuality keeps youth from 
discovering true m anliness and woman
liness. To be a man or a woman in 
the setting that God intended is to ex
perience love. Love between neigh
bors, fami ly members, couples and 
groups is simila r to love between God 
and man. Youth moving into adult
hood seeks a man or a woman who can 
exhibit, in living form, true love, in
cluding love for God. A person can 
be a hero by showing what love to 
God and neighbor and beloved is. 

Youth seeks to improve the world. 
He wishes for peace in the world. 
Some say that this is an expression of 
a wish for inner peace. H e lacks peace 
because of confl ict, repression, mixed 
and powerful emotions, and disap
pointed hope. These powerful forces 
continue throughout life for adults. 
Inner peace exists where these forces 
are ma rshalled to move in the direc
tion and wi ll of God. Youth, who see 
adults bend Biblical teaching to fit 
their hates, notions, and prejudices. are 
frustrated in their search. Youth have 
said that they would have been less 
frustrated if respected adults would 
have held high these ideals and pre
cepts while admitting their ina bility to 
attain them. A person can be a hero 
by holding ideals, honestly striving for 
achievement, and confessing fa ilure. 

A youth wishes to be a person. He 
wishes to have faith , to know his place 
in li fe and to live by values. The adult 
ca n do nothing more helpful than to 
be, in the eyes of a youth, fa ithful, 
cooperative , loving, a true man or 
woman, and devoted to Biblica l pre
cepts. D 

TODAY'S TIP 

Are there problem or special children 
in your Sunday school? Consider a 
one-to-one tutoring program. T utor
ing could be in Sunday and public 
school subjects. It's a way of saying 
"We care!" (Further information is 
available from the Department of 
C hristian Education.) D 
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JESUS OFFERS GOD'S FORGIVE
NESS 
(Feb. 8, 1970) 
Scripture: Luke 7:36-50 

CENTRAL THOUGHT. Jesus has the 
authority to forgive sins and freely of
fers cleansing to the repentant sinner. 

INTRODUCTION. Luke is the only 
Gospel which records the event for 
this lesson. There are other instances 
in which Jesus was anointed. But only 
in th is case was it a "sinful" woman. 
Only in Luke does it occur in a Phari
see's house. 

In contrast to the affection of the 
woman, Jesus' host failed to provide 
three commonly accepted courtesies: 
water to wash feet , kiss of greeting, 
and olive oil which was often mixed 
with perfume and used to wash the 
face. At least he was will ing to invite 
Jesus to his house. Though, even in 
this, his motive may be under suspi
cion. 
I. A SINNER SEARCHES FOR FOR
GIVENESS. Luke 7: 36-39. This 
woman obviously possessed deep feel
ing. She stood behind Jesus, the rec
ord says, crying. She bathed his feet 
with her tears and dried them with her 
long hair. Then she kissed them and 
perfumed them. According to Jesus' 
response these very sins were forgiven 
- the ones which provoked her tears. 

When did you, as a teacher, last ex
press such emotion to your Lord? At 
some crisis experience? Or after some 
great blessing? This is the pinnacle 
point of worship - a spontaneous 
burst of love and praise to God. Some 
groups say "Amen" and "Hallelujah" 
after every other sentence spoken by 
the pastor. Because of this outward 
display many Christians have reacted. 
Now, only in rhythmic Gospel songs is 
there opportunity for worshipers to ex
ult in jubilation. In contrast the early 
church responded ~pontaneously ( 1 
Cor. 14: 16) . Perhaps thi s explains the 
faster growth rate of some Pentecostal 
groups . We need an outlet to express 
the thril ling moments of our Christian 
experience. 
II. JESUS PROVIDES AND DE
FENDS HIS FORGIVENESS. Luke 
7:40-50. What kind of person could 
forgive sins? Suppose a barber gets 
into an argument with a customer 
about whether the American League or 

These lessons, prepared by the R ev. 
James Schacher, S tafford , Kansas are 
based on International Sunday Schoof 
Outlines. Copyrighted by the Interna
tional Council of R eligious Education, 
1964. 
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the National League has the best all· 
time all-star baseball team. Their tem
peratures rise. They begin calling each 
other names. Suppose a third man, 
sitting in a chair near-by, stands up 
and announces, "You are forgiven -
both of you." The two antagonists 
would probably look at the third party 
and wonder, "How can you forgive 
us? You're not involved. Our quarrel 
is just between us two." 

In other words, what business was 
it of Jesus to go around forgiving sins? 
Unless He were the God against whom 
the sin was ultimately committed it 
would not make sense. This is evi
dence that Jesus is God. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
I. Which of these topics are found in 
this lesson: Second Coming, extra-sen
sory perception, terror, adultery, hu
mility, perfume, prejud ice, evangelism? 
2. Was Simon the Pharisee a bel iever? 
Give proof. 
3. Have you ever felt like this woman? 
4. In a Bible dictionary, look up the 
customs surrounding the word "anoint." 
GOD'S M IGHTY ACTS THROUGH 
JESUS 
(Feb. 15, 1970) 
Scripture: Matt. 8:5-17 

CENTRAL THOUGHT. It was not 
possible for Christ to avoid helping 
the distressed. Christians can not do 
less. 

INTRODUCTION. Apparently it was 
not as a stranger that Jesus entered 
into Capernaum. Located on the north
western shore of the Sea of Gal ilee this 
city was the base for Roman soldiers 
and the site of a tax collector's sta
tion. Jesus taught here in the syna
gogue. He also preached the message 
on the Bread of Life and fed the 
5000 somewhere in the vicinity. Yet, 
in spite of the wonders and signs by 
Christ, the citizens refused to repent. 
Jesus declared judgment on them. To-

day the exact location of the city re
mains unknown. 

I. JESUS HEALS A SERVANT. 
Matt. 8:5-7 . This Roman officer com
manded 100 soldiers. The Jews re
spected him because he had built a 
synagogue for them. In fact they even 
spoke up on his behalf (Luke 7: 1-10) · 
He confronted Jesus and expressed anx
iety on behalf of his sick servant. To 
go to such trouble to consult Jesus, a 
Jew, reveals unusual compassion and 
sensitivity. In his military min? ~e 
compared his relationship to Christ in 

the same channels of authority as the 
soldiers to himself. Jes us recognized 
this as unparalleled faith. He com
mented twice on this trust (verses 10 
and 13). 

II. JESUS DOES NOT MAINTAIN 
A POLICY OF SEGREGATION. 
Matt. 8: 8-1 3. What many of the Cho
sen People lacked, some Gentiles pos
sessed. Citizens of the Kingdom would 
be coming from all directions of the 
compass, according to Jesus. Thus He 
counteracted Jewish prejudice. !he 
qualifications for entrance to the King
dom did not depend on national ~r 
racial origin, but upon individual dec~
sion. Even Jews will wind up as resi
dents of outer darkness. 

Are we, too blinded by pre-judg
ment? The far~er resents the "supe
riority" of the urbanite. The ci~y
dweller snickers at his country cousin. 
Irishmen are labelled temperamenta~ , 
Germans stubborn and Scotchmen mi
serly. D ark skin creates discriminato~Y 
attitudes in the U.S.S.R. as well as 1n 
the U.S. Why do we not accept o~ r~
ject persons on the basis of their indi
vidual actions? 

III . JESUS MIN ISTERS TO THE 
NEEDY. Matt. 8:14-17. Isa. 53:'!; 
was fulfilled in Jesus of Nazaret · 
Through the centuries the ill have suf
fered intensely. When Jesus came H e 
healed multitudes. In his footsteps be
lievers have dedicated their lives to do 
medical research, care for the wound
ed in combat, minister to lepers, es
tablish hospitals, rest homes and men
tal institutions. It is false to charge 
that Christ ianity concerns itself exclu
sively with the li fe afte r death and pr~
motes uninvolved idealism. Salvation is 
incomplete until we demonstrate 
Christ-like compassion. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Can you think of a si tuation in 
which you were out numbered by n?n
Christians? As part of a minortlY• 
what emotions did you fee l as a result 
of their prejudice? 
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2. Does personal contact with minority 
groups help to remove prejudice? 
3. How can your Sunday school class 
help to alleviate suffering? 

RECOGNIZING JESUS AS MESSI
AH 
(Feb. 22, 1970) 
Scripture: Matthew 16:13-23 

CENTRAL THOUGHT. Who is Je
sus? One's response to this question 
determines the course of one's entire 
life. 
INTRODUCTION. The events prior 
to this scene prepared the Disciples for 
Peter's recognition of Jesus as the Mes
siah. Following this declaration Christ 
tried to lay the groundwork so that 
His followers would be able to under
stand the meaning and necessity of 
the cross. In this hotly debated pas
sage there is no reference to the first 
Pope, an institutional church or even 
to the forgiveness of sins. T he empha
sis is upon the Lord Himself and the 
work that He bequeaths to Peter as 
an individual. 
I. THE QUESTION ASKED. Matt. 
16: 13-15. Often we may wonder why 
Jesus did not reveal His identity more 
directly. When Pilate asked whether 
He was the King of the Jews Jesus 
only answered, "Thou sayest." His fa
vorite term to describe H imself was 
"Son of Man." Originall y found in Eze
kiel this phrase could be understood in 
several ways. 

At various times Jesus asked that 
those who believed in Him should not 
publicize the news. The reason for such 
caut ion stems from the nature of His 
work. Even John the Baptist antici
pated an earthly ruler, but Jesus' mis
sion was primarily to deal with the 
spiri tua l problem of sin. If He had 
declared His Deity earl ier the popu
lation would have divided into sup
porters and opponents. One would 
have attempted to murder Him ; t.he 
other would have tried to crown Him 
King over Judah. 
II. THE QUESTION ANSWERED. 
Matt. 16: 16-23 . Peter, im pulsive as 
ever, blurts out the conviction which 
had been laying claim to his hear~. 
Then Jesus actually admitted that it 
really was so (verse 17). 

"Christ" means the same as the He
brew "Messiah." It literall y is defined 
as "the anointed one." Jesus used this 
title of Himself after He arose (Luke 
24: 46). As Son of the living God He 
Possessed the same attributes as the 
Father. This is logical because in His 
divine nature H e had no mother, but 
Was eternally begotten only by God. 
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John's Gospel presents adequate evi
dence in support. As the Father has 
life so the Son has life (John 5:26). 
Men should honor the Son as the Fa
ther (John 5: 23 ) . John approvingly 
states that the Jews thought that Jesus 
was making Himself equal with God 
(John 5: 18). 

If a mere human had made these 
remarks he would either have been 
mentally ill or an intentional deceiver. 
There is no other explanation for a 
person knowingly to speak in such a 
fashion. What do you say? The catch 
is that if you agree that He is the Sav
ior, God's Son, you obligate yourself 
to permit Him to rule your life. He 

wi ll color your ambitions. He will mo
tivate you to tell others about H im. 
You will need to trust circumstances 
into His control and begin to learn to 
love those who dislike you. 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Rewrite Matthew 16: 16 in your own 
words. What right does this give to 
Jesus to order you around? 
2. "The Son of Man" means that Je
sus is God. True or False? 
3. If you had been with Jesus on this 
occasion. would you have tried to per
suade H im not to go to the cross? 
Why or why not? 
THE NEW PEOPLE OF GOD 
(March 1, 1970) 
Scripture: Matt. 18:10-20 

CENTRAL THOUGHT. Jesus pro
vided guidance for the inter-personal 
relationships within the community of 
the people who were to follow Him. 
INTRODUCTION. Only a few times 
does Jesus speak of the "church" in 
the Gospel records. In addition to our 
Scripture passage of today there is an
other reference in 16: 18, 19. Since 
the Holy Spirit had not yet come to 
bind all believers into one Body in 
Christ. Jesus is anticipating the day 
when the church would be a reality. 

He encourages the church, challenges 
and inspires it with these words. 
I. THE NEW PEOPLE OF GOD 
ARE LIKE CHILDREN. Matt. 18 : 
10-14. "One of these little ones" re
fers back to verses 6 and 10. The 
whole section is introduced with a 
question by the Disciples about who 
will attain first place in the Kingdom. 
Jesus requested a near-by youngster to 
come and stand in front of them. He 
then compared the qualities of this 
child to the greatest in the Kingdom 
of H eaven. H e warned anyone who 
harms a child (verse 6). 
II. THE NEW PEOPLE OF GOD 
MUST SETTLE DISPUTES. Matt. 18: 
15-18. H ere Jesus outlines a blue-print 
for handl ing disputes between church 
members. The first step is to meet to
gether in private. The normal proce
dure for Jews was for the offender to 
go and make things right. But Jesus 
exactly reversed the order. He charged 
the victim with the responsibility to 
take the first step. T here is a great 
deal of psychology in th is. Seldom 
does any person admit that he was 
the culprit. Almost everyone feels that 
he is the one who was insulted or 
wronged. But if both parties feel that 
the other party is guilty it is apparent 
that neither one will come to the other. 
However, Jesus put the pressure on the 
one who claims to be innocent to take 
the initiative. 
III. THE NEW PEOPLE OF GOD 
HA VE THE POWER OF CHRIST'S 
PRESENCE. Matt. 18: 19-20. The 
church possesses power to discipline 
members. Note the similarity of verse 
18 with 16: 19. Apparently neither 
passage refers to forgiveness of sins, 
but to "bind" or "loose" individuals 
from membership on earth. T hen those 
who belong to the group which cove
nants together can ask an earthly re
quest which shall be heard in heaven. 
Why not test this promise in Prayer 
Meeting? 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. "The characteristics of greatness in 
heaven." Explain what they are. 
2. What is the hardest aspect of 18: 
1 5-1 8 for you to accept? 
3. Do we fear that God will fail to 
honor promises like 18: 19-20? O 

SURVEY REPORT 
The recent survey of readership of 

the Bible Study revealed that a large 
number of people read and appreciate 
this feature. Therefore, the Bible Study 
will continue to be a part of the 
BAPTIST HERALD for this year. O 
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• 
Ill 

by Paul Siewert 

The Ebenezer Baptist Church of Vancouver, B .. c., is an aver
age church located in a semi-residen~ial area m S?uth Van
couver. The community has typical m1ddle-class while peop.le, 
generally conservative, and rooted in family and community 
life. The majority are church related. 

Along with all of the good things, this community is also 
afflicted with many of the problems that weary score.s. of our 
American communities. People need to have a dec1S1ve en
counter with the Lord. 

It is in this setting that the Ebenezer church has launched 
an aggressive outreach for Jesus Christ. The f~cilities of 
Ebenezer Baptist are adequate, but not pretentious. The 
membership is now well over 600. The church h~s a well es
tablished Christian education, youth , and music program. 
Attendance at the regular worship services, in the beautiful 
sanctuary, is above average. The church enjoys good lay 
leadership. . . 

An aggressive evangelistic outreach in this communi ty has 
never been easy. Consequently the church, under the close 
guidance of the pastor, launched a special outreach for 1969. 
The church adopted a theme for the year, with a two-sided 
emphasis: "Stewardship and Evangelism." Goals w~re set 
and officially adopted by the church. The goal specifically 
related to the program of evangelism was: "At least 100 per
sonal decisions for Christ." 

THE CRUSA DE OF THE AMERICAS 
Since this was the year of the C rusade of the Americas, 

it was decided that Ebenezer Baptist should take its place 
along with this fellowship of outreach for Christ. The pastor 
attended the Congress on Evangelism in Washington, D.C., 
which served as the launching pad for the Crusade. Upon his 
return, he related to the church the inception and projected 
outreach for the Crusade of the Americas. A special ban
ner was prepared for the communion table which served as 
a constant reminder of this outreach. During the summer 
months a special weekly news release was circulated e n
titled: "What's Happening in Evangelism." It conta ined news 
items of evangelism in America, related to the Crusade of 
the Americas. 

The purpose of this emphasis was to make the congrega
tion aware of its fraternal relationship in evangelism. Every 
local fellowship must see its local mission in relationship to 
the greater enterprise of the Lord , in order to retain courage 
and proper perspective. 

DOORWAYS UNLIMITED 
The year's program on evangelism in the church was 

launched with the Sunday School Campaign, "Doorways Un
limited." Much detailed planning was done by the director of 
Christian education and music. February was the month 
for "getting the teachers prepared." All teachers were vis
ited by the pastor and director of Christian education to dis
cuss evangel ism in the Sunday school. Special sermons were 
preached and informal discussions planned. 

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, B. C. 
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March was the month for action. This included tract 
distribution, visitation in the community, contests, and tea~h
ers talking to students about commitments to Jesus Chnstf 
This was culminated with "Decision Sunday" at the e~d ~s 
the month. All Sunday school scholars, parents, and fn en 
were urged to attend the worship services, where oppor
tunity was given to make a public confession of Christ at 
an altar call. Many responded. 

NEW LIFE CRUSADE . el 
The New Life Crusade held Nov. 9-1 6 with the M 

Dibble Team was a week of harvest. A ll year the forces 
for evangelism were being mobilized for th is week of sped 
cial evangelistic meetings. Hours of prepara tio n. immerse 
in prayer, were given by many people to adequately prepare 
for this major outreach for C hrist. T 

The stated purpose of the Crusade was four-fold: 1) 0 

glorify the Triune God of the Bible. 2 ) To reach th·e· unj 
churched and unsaved for C hrist. 3) To bring new sp1nt~a 
life to the church. 4) To inspire Christians and the Chris-
tian fellowship for service. . 

Many media were used to publicize t he meetings; radio, 
newspaper, telephone, church mailings, visitation, etc. How
ever, the major response was realized because of the gen
eral enthusiasm of the church membership. Because we 
had prepared and prayed, we felt we had a right to be en
thusiastic and expect great things from G od. 

The meetings during the crusade were primarily evan
gelistic. There were special features for the children. The 
Sunday school had a vi tal part in the success of the cruj 
sade and special sessions were planned for the Sunday schoo 
w~rkers and the general Sunday school. The youth fello".'
ship had a very special program of buzz sessions, fellows~ip 
gatheri ngs, and a ministry in the crusade choir. The ladies 
ha~ daily Bible Study sessions with Mrs. "Mom" D ibble, 
which were well atlended. About I 00 ladies attended each 
day. For the men there was a special men's breakfast on 
Saturday morning. Again the response was good. 

. Howev~r, the ma in feature of the crusade was the eve; 
ning. ~erv1ces. These were well attended. The music by th 
mus1c1ans of the team, Murray and Je rri Turner, was excel
lent: The evangel ist, Mel Dibble, preached most fitting and 
Christ centered messages, and every evening God answered 
our prayers by preparing hearts to respond to the altar call. 

Wh.en the week was over, we felt like a new church fel; 
lowsh1p: God had blessed beyond our expectations. . W 
had gamed a new confidence in local church evangehsnl· 
!here was a freedom in talki ng about Jesus Christ our SaV· 
tor. Prayers had been answered. We knew God had h?:
ored our efforts and we were encouraged for fu tu re servic · 

The year of 1969 will s tand out in the history of Ebe
nezer as a special year in evangelism. This does not rnea; 
that all problems have been solved or all prayers answere . 
We are not free of inhibitions or need for growth. It does 
mean, ho~ever, t?at our church has seen the Spirit o f God 
at work . m a unique measure and the frontiers no longer 
seem so insurmountable. Thanks be to God! 0 
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The Home in Norridge 
(Continued from page 17) 

church ladies celebrate with our "birth
day children." On this important day 
all hearts beat a little faster and all 
eyes are sparkling a little brighter. The 
programs consist of songs . an? testi
monies, or messages and rec1tat1ons, or 
special platform performances. After 
an hour well spent all repair to the 
dining room where delicious refresh
ments are served. But the birthday 
celebrants a lways receive a small gift. 
It is only natural that the glad con
tributions of our women continue to 
be the subject of much comment. 

One of our residents presented the 
home with a billiard table. At first it 
was used only by a few brave men but 
now even some ladies are taking part 
in a lusty tournament. 

Our thoughtful board of directors is 
very desirous to make the Central Bap
tist Ho me as attractive as possible. 
The properties are well kept. Plans 
arc se t for remodelling some parts of 
the ma in building, as well as the en
trance hall , the dining room and the 
chapel. And if all goes according to 
the latest decision, a special house will 
be buil t for the doctor. Also extra 
apartments for elderly couples are con
templated. 

We praise the Lord for the fine 
C hristian atmosphere which is being 
recognized even by our visitors. A re
markabe characterist ic of the residents 
is their interest and concern for one 
another. Our folks readily help each 

Mr. M yron Dudek, administrator. 

other as if all were of one family. 
But what makes us especially grateful 
to God is the keen interest in God's 
work. Every Sunday, during the wor
ship service, an offering is being con
tributed for our denominational needs. 
Pray for our home! 0 
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The Home in 
Medicine Hat 
by Roy Weiss 

The Baptist Haven of Rest in Medicine 
Hat, Alta., originated in 1946, when 
seven needy, elderly folks were accom
modated in a newly acquired army
air-force building opposite the Medi
cine H at Airport. During the past 23 
years many senior citizens, as well as 
many employees, have come and gone 
through our doors. Joys and hardships 
were experienced, but in it all, God 
has graciously prospered the sacrificial 
efforts of many faithful stewards who 
helped our Homes' development. 

These original buildings were even
tually removed to make way for new 
and larger facilities that could accom
modate the increasing numbers of el
derly folks reaching the ir golden years 
of fulfillment. 

Our present Senior Citizen's Home 
was bui lt in 1963, and accommodates 
80 residents. The newly erected 100-
bed Nursing Home was completed last 
year and dedicated to God for service 
to men and women in need. Our staff 
includes 59 full -ti me and 24 part-time. 

The Haven and Sunnyside Nursing 
Homes have a distinct advantage in 
that they are situated side by side in a 
quiet area overl?oking the city and 
local airport. This enables a good de
gree of communication between nu.rs
ing care patients and th~ more active 
senior citizens in our retirement home. 
A small store is operated within the 
home for convenience of all residents 
and staff. A diversified activities pro
gram is operational in both homes, 
where a variety of items are made and 
sold. The funds from these items are 
directed to missions and various proj
ects of the residents' choice. 

The Home has made available a 
large range of reading material. Vari
ous films are presented. Study and 
fellowship groups are encouraged and 
organized within the home. Clubs and 
church groups present programs. Out
standing events for our resid.ents are 
the monthly birthday parltes and 
Christmas programs. 

Volunteer workers play an active 

R. A. Weiss is the administrator of 
the Sunnyside Nursing Home and the 
Baptist Haven of R est, Medicine Hat 
Alta. 

Senior Citizens H ome. 

Nursing Home. 

part in meeting the _varied needs . of 
our residents. They bnng new mea~1~g 
into the lives of our people by v1s1t
ing. reading and writing letter.s for the 
handicapped, feeding and helping about 
the home in a variety of ways. Mem
bers of the local ministerial association 
visit members in the home and present 
two weekly services in the chapels. . 

D uring the summer months of this 
past year, we had the distinct honor 
of having Dr. E . P. Wahl serve as 
chaplain. Dr. Wahl's morning devo
tions and various chapel messages were 
a real blessing to residents and ~taff 
alike. His visitations at the hospital, 
counseling with residents at the home 
and many other helpful gestures were 
appreciated by all. His efforts togeth~r 
with the efforts of many other dedi
cated staff members of our homes. 
have certainly helped to bring the re
tirement period of our residents a lit
tle nearer the golden stage of fulfill
ment. 

Some of the most radiant Christian 
are those who are past the age of 70. 
They speak from the wisdom of experi
ence. Experience of joys. sorrows and 
heartaches on the journey of life, but 

R. A. Weiss. 

through it all they have allowed Christ 
to control their lives. They served H im 
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faithfully. They trusted Hirn for all 
things and Christ has made them much 
like Himself. Now that they are in 
their advanced years, chances are good 
that these folks will continue to be 
interesting, mature and happy people 
serving the Lord. 

The Haven and Sunnyside Nursing 
Home are pleased to have many folks 
who are full of inner peace and a wis
dom begotten of the years. There may 
be silver in their hair, deeper lines on 
the face, less resilience in the step, more 
feebleness in the knees, but then "The 
Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart" 
( l Sam. 16:7). D 

The Home in 
Philadelphia 
by Rudolph E. Jahn 

The seed was sown many years ago 
for what today is called the North 
American Baptist Home for the Aged 
in Philadelphia. It was a long time 
ago that old Sister Mart in, a member 
of one of our churches had the desire 
to enter an old peoples home. H er 
thought of a home gave someone a 
vision which was seriously considered 
at the Delaware Vereinigung which 
was meeting at that time. A meeting 
was called at the First German Bap
ti st Church in Philadelphia in June of 
1895. Plans were made to take defi
nite steps toward the realization of the 
vision before them. 

The three Philadelphia churches, 
two from Baltimore and one from Wil
mington met and organ ized a society 
for a home. On Nov. 11 , 1895, the 
society met in session with Mr. David 
Kaiser as president. A ladies board 
was organized in 1896. In October of 
l 896 property was purchased on Ris
ing Sun Avenue which was converted 
into an old peoples home. On June 
I 0, 1897 the German Baptist Home 
was officially opened and dedicated to 
the Lord. 

The blessing of the Lord rested upon 
the efforts of the society so that in 
about eight years more space was 

Mr. Rudolph E. Jahn is the secre
tary of the Board of Managers of the 
North American Baptist Home for the 
A ged, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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M r. Dirk Onderwater, superintendent. 

needed. In I 905 the main building 
was erected at a cost of $40,000.00. 
In September I 906 the main building 
was dedicated. Through the tireless ef
forts of Mr. Reuben Windisch and the 
generous gifts from friends in Newark 
and Detroit a beautiful chapel was 
erected in 1931. 

Things went along smoothly for a 
long time until the war years when 
after much controversy we felt that 
the time had come that we must 
change the name of the home, so on 
July 26 the name of the home was 
officially changed to The North Amer
ican Baptist Home. The main bui ld
ing, capable of accommodating about 
fifty guests served us well until the 
I 960's when our waiting list was get
ting too long, and after much prayer, 
the Board of our Home felt that some
thing must be done so in January of 
1965 plans for an addition were pre
sented by our architect. In June of 
1967 construction got under way and 
the first guests entered the new build
ing in May of 1968. The bui lding is 
filled to capacity and we still have a 
long waiting list. 

We have about 80 rooms in all and 
at the present time have about 90 
guests. All have their own private 
rooms which are nicely furnished and 
a guest may bring his or her own 
furniture if desired. Three good meals 
a day are served in our beautiful new 
dining room which seats 200. A well 
equipped infirmary is available with 
nurses around the clock. A solarium 
on each floor is available to all where 
they can watch television or just sit 
and talk. The beautiful Chapel is used 
frequently with Sunday afternoon ser
vices conducted by pastors from neigh
borhood churches. During the week 

different groups come in and entertain 
the guests. Morning devotions are con
ducted each morning in the dining 
room. Our home is capably managed 
by Mr. and Mrs. Dirk Onderwater as 
superintendent and matron, respective
ly. They a re ably assisted by a staff 
of nurses and other help for all the 
phases of the work that keeps a home 
going. 

The Fleischmann Memorial Baptist 
Church and the Pilgrim Baptist Church, 
both of Philadelphia, really deserve all 
or most of the credit due the home 
for the untiring hours of labor put in
to the home by the members of both 

One of the lo 1111ges. 

churches who serve on the Board of 
Managers of the home. We praise the 
Lord for all H e has done for us here 
on Rising Sun Avenue. D 
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Christian 
Education 
Committee 
Votes to 
Reorganize 
by Loren A. Weber 

The General Christian Education Com
mittee voted at its annual meeting in 
Forest Park, Ill ., on D ec. 3-5, J 969, to 
reorganize. The recommendation came 
from a subcommittee which was ap
pointed one year ago to study the mat
ter of reorganization and bring a rec
ommendation to the General Commit
tee. 

In the reorganization the number of 
representatives from each conference 
on the General Christian Education 
Committee will be reduced from two 
to one. At the present time each lo
cal conference elects both a secretary 
and youth representative who serve on 
the committee. It was felt that the 
committee was larger than need be 
since it was the largest of all general 
boards and committees, and thus ex
penditures could be cut by reducing 
the size of the committee. Another 
fac tor motivating reorganization was 
the imbalance on the adult, youth and 
children's subcommittees. Under the 
old structure there were nine youth 
representati ves who served on the 
youth committee and nine conference 
secretaries who were divided between 
the children's and adult committees. 
This meant that the youth committee 
was as large as the other two commit
tees together. 

The reorganization also involves re
assigning of some duties among the 
s taff in the Forest Pa rk office, and the 
transfer of Dorothy Pritzkau, editor 
of Christian Education Literature. from 
the Roger Williams Press to the De
partment of Christian Education. 

Further details are st ill to be worked 
out on the reorganization. The reor-

The R ev. Loren A. Weber is the pas
tor of the First Baptist Church, Am
prior, Ontario. 

February 1970 

ganization is subject to the approval of 
the General Council and possibly the 
1970 General Conference in Winni
peg. 

Another major step by the General 
Christian Education Committee which 
was chaired by the Rev. Kenneth Un
ruh of George, Iowa, was the decision 
to recommend to the General Council 
that the Department of Christian Edu
cation join NSSA (the National Sunday 
School Association) . The NSSA is an 
interdenominational, evangelical, ser
vice agency. It is the Christian Edu
cation arm of the National Association 
of Evangelicals with headquarters in 
Wheaton, Ill ., and dates back to I 945. 

The NSSA will give opportunity for 
the Christian Education staff to share 
ideas and programs with leaders of oth
er denomi nations, publication societies 
and recognized evangelical leaders. 
This is what has been described as 
"cross fer tilization" in that they take 

ministry and the Rev. Lorimer Po
tratz, secretary of the Dakota Confer
ence, have been asked to prepare ma
terials for family month for 1970 on 
the theme, "Biblical Basis for Family 
Life." 

Reports were given by each member 
of the headquarters staff, and by each 
of the secretaries and youth represen
tatives of the nine conferences. The 
Rev. Bruce Rich, general secretary of 
the department, pointed out that though 
there has been an increase of five Sun
day schools in 1969 over 1968, the 
enrollment has dropped from 51,689 
in 1968 to 51,624 in 1969. The Rev. 
Donald Richter, the newly appointed di
rector of adult ministry, pointed out 
two areas of special concern to his 
department. One is the need of doing 
something about the declining Sunday 
evening services in our churches, and 
the other is the critical need for a 
Christian pa ttern of family li fe. 

The General Christian Education Committee Members: The R ev. Bruce R ich. the 
R ev. Donald Richter, the R ev. H enry Ramus, Miss Dorothy Pritzkau. Dr. Floyd 
Moore, the R ev. A mold Rapske, the R ev. Gary M iller. Mr. Frank Bridr:e. the Rev. 
Norman Miller, Mr. David Howard, the R ev. Lorimer Potratz, the Rev. J~/111 Tltiele11-
ha11s, the Rev. Loren Weber , the R ev. Fred Masllller, the Rev. Irvin H. Sch11111la11d. 
the R ev. Ronald Mayforth, the R ev. K e1111 eth Unmh, Miss Susan Kramer, Mr. Alvin 
Bibelheimer, the R ev. Fred Jantz. Mr. Douglas Brown, Mrs. Helmut Labrentz. the 
R ev. Bill Cowell, the R ev. Thomas Kramer. Miss Sharon Sa111so11 and Mrs. John 
Kirschman. (A II are 1101 i11 the pict11re). 

part in various study commissions and 
inter-act among themselves. 

A couple of significant assignments 
were made by the committee. Dr. 
F loyd Moore's class at the North 
American Baptist Seminary on "Teach
ing Ministry with Children'' is being 
asked to study and develop a mission 
ed ucation program for children. The 
Rev. Donald Richter, director of adult 

Several of the reports of the youth 
representatives gave a pessimistic note 
by reporting the difficulty of some 
churches in maintaining active youth 
groups. One report pointed out that 
the average age of senior campers and 
those attending youth retreats is be
coming lower and lower. 

Most of the youth reports empha
(Co11ti1111ed on page 12) 
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Church welcomes new pastor 
ONOWAY, ALTA. The Rev. and Mrs. 
Fred Ohlmann and sons were welcomed 
to the Onaway Baptist Church on Oct. 
5. A program was presented under 
the direction of student pastor, Wenzel 
Hannik. Mr. Ewald Breitkreuz extend
ed the we!come to the Ohlmanns on 
behalf of the church. The Rev. Willie 
Muller spoke to the church on its duties 
in supporting the work of the Rev. 
Ohlmann. 

Mr. Gordon Stobbe extendeJ thanks 
on behalf of the church to Mr. Hannik 
for his pastoral services for the last 
few months. (K. Lomas, reporter.) 

WMS has annual program 
NAPOLEON, N.D. The Napoleon Bap
tist Ladies Missionary Society held 
thei r Annual Program Sunday evening, 
Oct. 26, 1969. The Annual Report by 
the Secretary, treasurer's report were 
given, and an offering was taken, af
ter which we li5tened to a challenging 
message, "Where?" by our new pas
tor, the Rev. H. Pfeifer. Our capable 
organist, Miss Alice Braun, played a 
fi tting Prelude and Postlude. (Mrs. Lil
lian Strey le, reporter.) 

Couple observes SOth anniversary 
T URTLE LAKE, N.D. Mr. and Mrs. 
John Schlaht of Turtle Lake, N.D. were 
honored with an open house in obser
vance of their 50th wedding anniver
sary on Sunday afternoon Oct. 19 at 
the Turtle Lake Baptist Church. About 
150 friends and relatives were present. 

A program was presented by the 
children and Pastor H uisinga brought a 
brief message. 

-
Mr. and Mrs. Schlaht were born in 

Russia and Jived south of Mercer 
where they farmed unti l they retired 
and moved to T urtle Lake . T hey were 
married on Oct. 22, 19 I 9 in Washburn 
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by the Rev. Buriur. Mr. Schlaht taught 
the adult German Sunday school class 
and was a deacon for many years. 
( Mrs. Glen Moore, reporter.) 

Farewell and welcome reception 
MERCER, N.D. The Rev. E . S. Fen
ske of Bismarck, N.D., terminated his 
interim ministry on Sunday, Nov. 3, 
1969. 

In the evening we had a farewell 
for the Rev. and Mrs. Fenske and 
also a reception for our new pastor, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Silvey and family, 
formerly of Mill Valley, Calif. 

Representatives of various boards 
and committees of the church spoke 
in appreciation of the Rev. Fenske for 
his three months of service while we 
were without a pastor. 

Words of welcome were spoken in 
behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Silvey and 
family (pictured) as they began their 
ministry in Mercer. (Mr. Sam Rust 
Jr., reporter.) 

Barbara Kieper honored by WMS 
CRAWFORD, TEX. On Oct. 11, the 
young married couples gave a welcome 
home party for Richard Luning who 
had served a year in Guam. 

On T hursday, Oct. 23 , the ladies of 
the Canaan church honored Miss Bar
bara Kieper with a tea. She told of 
her work in Cameroon and also showed 
slides. 

On Nov. I, the young married cou
ples and young peoples classes of Cen
tral Baptist in Waco and our church 
enjoyed an outing. Songs were sung as 
we sat around a bonfire. 

On Nov. 9, we observed "Denomina
tion Emphasis Day." T he ladies of the 
W.M.S. had their White Cross work 
on display. We were also privileged 
to have Dr. J. C. Gunst as our guest 
in the evening. He brought the mes
sage and showed pictures. 

Our Father-Son Banquet was held in 
November. The Rev. Oliver K. Ringer
ing is pastor. (Mrs. Sandra G auer, 
reporter.) 

BYF holds first retreat 
BURLINGTON, ONT. The Senior 
Youth Fellowship of the Pineland Bap
tist Church, Burlington, Ont. held its 
first retreat October 3-5, 1969, in the 
Bristol Hills Lodge, N.Y. 

Twenty-two young people and their 
sponsors considered the them~ "You 
believe . . . So What?" Ephesians 3 : 
16-19 began the focus of our study on 
the doubts and questio ns youth have 
today. The second phase aimed to 
help us grow deeper in our faith . Sev
eral young people from another exten
sion project, the St. Catharines church, 
joined us. 

Highlights of the weekend were 
small confidential cell groups called 
Covenant Triads, a Torch Service, a 
Sunrise Communion Service, and a 
challenge shared by the Rev. Herb 
Berndt of Rochester, N .Y. Rick Dor
man is the president and the Rev. W. 
Kerber is the pastor. (Ingrid de Koter, 
reporter.) 

Holiday Park church 
increases membe rship by 20 
P ITTSBURGH, PA. On Sunday, Sept. 
28, in the morning worship service, 
twelve adults and eight young people 
were welcomed to the membership of 
Holiday Park Baptist Church by the 

Board of Deacons and the pastor. Two 
weeks prior to th is, Pastor George En
gle baptized th irteen ( pictured ) of these 
members who had received Christ as 
their personal Savior. (George E. En
gle, pastor.) 

Immanuel church honors pastor 
BROOKFIELD, WIS. On Sunday, Oct. 
?·. members and fr iends of Immanuel 
~med in honoring the Rev. J . J. Renz 

ho recently resigned and retired after 
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39 years in the Christian ministry. 
During the ten years as pastor of Im
manuel, the church made the move 
from Milwaukee to Brookfield, under
taking the building of a new church 
in a recently developed area. 

Mrs. Renz and the daughters, Mar
ilyn, Delores (Mrs. Frank Bertsch) 
and Sharon undergirded Rev. Renz 
and were always ready to serve where 
needed. 

Taking part in the program were rep
rcsef\tatives of both North American 
and American Baptist Conventions, 
pastors of Temple and Bethany Church
es, chairman of the Board of Deacons 
and president of Women's Missionary 
Society. The choir rendered two selec
tions, one of which was the pastor's 
favorite, "The Balm in Gilead," the ob
ligato sung by Sharon Renz. After the 
presentat ion of the gift, a few timely 
remarks were made by Pastor and Mrs. 
Renz. 

The Rev. Fred Erion is serving as 
interim pastor . (E. Mengel, reporter.) 

Atlantic conference 
KESWICK, N.J . The theme of our 
retreat this year was "Let us be Con
cerned." We met o n Oct. 31 and Nov. 
l. 

Mrs. Emily Malmberg of Hamden, 
Conn ., told of working among the 
people of Kentucky and of God's mar
velous grace in their lives. 

Miss Barbara Kieper, missionary to 
Cameroon. was our guest speaker. She 
told of her concern for the people in 
Cameroon and enlightened us as to the 
work she had been doing there. 

We also had d iscussion groups on 
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"Showing Love and Concern as a So
ciety to our Fellowmen," "Program 
Planning," "White Cross," "Missions" 
and "Visita tion." (Irma Norman, re
porter.) 

Evangelistic services are held 
in Eureka church 
EUREKA, S.D. A week of evangelis
tic meetings were held in October. 
One young lad came forward for 
Christ. Various pastors from surround
ing churches served us each evening. 

On Sunday, Nov. 2, we were priv
ileged to have several football players 
from Pillsbury Baptist Bible College 
of Owatonna, Minn. take part in our 
service. 

On Nov. 11 , a Mother-Daughter Ban
quet was held in our church. The Rev. 
Fred Fuchs is pastor of the church. 
(Mrs. Herbert Heupel, reporter.) 

Seve n complete scripture memory 
EMERY, S.D. The First Baptist Church 
of Emery had a baptismal service in 
September for two candidates. 

Forty-seven children completed an
other year of Scripture memorization, 
and six young people, of the seven pic
tured, completed the nine-year course 
and earned the award. They were 
Beth Bleeker. Pamela Doorn, Barbara 
Hanssen, Muriel Terveen, Orlan Tschet
ter and Sharon Weeldreyer. 

On Oct. 19, we were privileged to 
host the Cameroon choir; over 650 
people were present. The Rev. M. D. 
Wolff is pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
Herman Bleeker, reporter.) 

Activities at New Leipzig church 
NEW LEIPZIG, N.D. Last January we 
hosted the Sunday school workers con
ference. T his was followed by a series 
of meetings conducted by the Rev. 
Walter Hoffman and the Rev. Elmo 
Tahran. During the summer we had 
a baptismal service in which I I were 

OUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
baptized. The young people hosted the 
Badlands Youth Rally in August. 

On Sept. 14, 1969, we had a fare
well service for Pastor H. Strauss and 
family. He accepted a call to the 
Kenmore Baptist Church after serving 
us for three years. 

God's Volunteers, Team I with the 
Rev. Edgar Klatt were with us Nov. 
18-23. ( Mrs. Daryl Birdsall , reporter.) 

Church dedicates new parsonage 
EMERY, S.D. On Oct. 19, 1969, our 
new parsonage (pictured) was dedi
cated. The Rev. Donald Miller of the 
Seminary brought the message. All 
those involved in the building of the 
parsonage were introduced to the con
gregation. The building committee 

consisted of Roger Lehr, chairman, 
Lowell Doorn, Mrs. Willis Plank, Her
man Tammen, Mrs. Lowell Terveen, 
Paul Tschetter, Robert Weber and Al
len Terveen. Following the service the 
congregation toured the new parson
age. (Mrs. Herman Bleeker, reporter. ) 

Harvest m1ss1on Sunday 
observed by Eureka church 
EUREKA, S.D. The Annual Harvest 
and Mission Fest was held at the Eure
ka Baptist Church on Sunday, Oct. 19. 
As guest speaker we had the Rev. 
Reinhold Kerstan, Editor of German 
Publications. The afternoo n service 
was in the German language and the 
evening service stressed Conference 
Ministry Emphasis. The Rev. Kerstan 
presented the filmstrip "By T his Shall 
All Men Know." 

T he offering amounted to approxi
mately $7.800. and was designated for 
the local building fund and missions. 
(Mrs. Herbert Heupel, reporter.) 

Harvest m1ss 1o n fes t ival observed 
NAPOLEON. N.D . On Oct. 5, 1969. 
the Napoleon Baptist Church held its 
annual Harvest and Mission Fest. Dr. 
Richard Schilke, General Missio nary 
Secretary. was the guest speaker. T he 
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message was entitled, "Thanks Be Un
to God For His Unspeakable Gift." 

Special music was contributed by 
the men·s quartet and soloist, Mel Ha n
sen. 

In the evening service Dr. Schilke 
showed a special filmstrip entitled, 
'·Sharing God's Love." 

The offering amounted to $ 1,499.00. 
The Rev. Henry Pfeifer is pastor of the 
church. (Mrs. Edwin P fei fle, report
er.) 

Farewell for a ctive fami ly 
at Ridgewood church 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. For many years 
H arold G. Kris was a member of our 
church. His retirement and departure 
provoked sadness and a deep sense of 
loss. Harold. his wife. Martha. and 
daugh ter. Charlene. were ho~ored w!th 
a dinner fo llowing the morning service 
on Nov. 2. Their lo ng. fait hful and in
valuable service to their church and 
their Lord were reviewed. 

A tribute in poetry was written and 
read by Mrs. E. Neithardt. Pastor Lam
precht was toastmaster. The ki tchen 
committee. through their spokesman, 
Mrs. T. Mangino. recal led Martha's u n
remitting labor. For the two Women·s 
Societies Mrs. Ella Beck and Mrs. Ol
ga Tholl voiced appreciation and good 
wishes. The deaconate was represent
ed by the succeeding chairman , John 
Steinhoff. The choir. of which both 
were members, participated in song. 
The organ ist expressed personal than~s 
to Mr. Kris for his readiness to substi 
tute. and handle technical problems 
with the organ. 

A brother. Mr. Alfred Kosik, rep
resented many relatives. Dr. and Mrs. 
H . Hi ller. speaking as relatives, added 
their good wishes. Mr. H. Y. Ross, 
chairman of the trustees, presented a 
check from the constituency. Mr. Ed-

Regency church adds 3 members 
LINCOL N. NEB. On Sunday morn
ing. July 27. a bapt ismal service was 
he ld at Regency Baptist Church. Two 
candidates. pictured with the pastor. 
were baptized upon confession of their 
fai th in Jesus Christ. The Rev. Thomas 
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win Markle in spoke of the great value 
of ded icated laymen in our churches. 
The couple acknowledged their appre
ciation. (Marion von Ahnen, reporter. ) 
Kramer had the privi lege of baptizing 
a nd extending the hand of fe llowship 
to Mrs. Alfred Witte and Mrs. Jack 
Sweney. The hand of fe llowship was 
also extended to Mr. Alfred Witte up
on transfer of letter. 

A week of YBS was held August 
11-15 with an enrollment of 40 chil
dren, plus a staff of 10 teachers and 
helpers. Mrs. Robert Smith from Sioux 
F alls, S.D., served as director. A clos
ing program was held Friday evening. 
(Lois Kramer. reporter.) 

Idaho church gains five me mbers 
PAUL. IDAHO. Five new members 
received the hand of fellowship. three 
by baptism, at the Paul Baptist Church. 
Pictured with the Rev. G. G. Rause r are 
Mrs. Leonard Durr, Mr. Robert Behm. 
Karen Connor, Gay Meuleman and D i
ane Erickson. 

Drapes were purchased for the sanc
tuary by the Women's Missionary So
ciety and a new drape for the bap
tismal was donated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Dave Kraus. Harvest and Mission Fes
tiva l was held on Nov. 9, with a fe l
lowship dinner fol lowing the morning 
service and a program featuri ng the 
play, "Circle of Concern," presented by 
the wome n of the church and music 
by the Adult and Junior Choirs. A 
special offering for missions was re
ceived in the morning and the after
noon offering was for the Building 
Fund. (M rs. Don Coker. reporter.) 

Southern California 
Association Meets 
AN AH EIM. C ALI F. The first meet
ings of the Southern Californi a Associa
tion were held Oct. 16- 1 8 at Bethel 
Baptist Church, Anaheim. The theme 
of the Association was " Extendi ng Our 
Evange lism." The Rev. Kenneth L. 
Fischer served as Moderator. 

The Rev. Roger Youngquist, Execu
tive Secretary of the Southwest Con
ference of the Baptist Gen~ral Confer
ence was the keynote speaker. 

F;iday"s session opened with a devo
tional period. Association busi~ess and 
denomi national reports were given. A 
Memorial Service closed the session. 
A musical program by all the choirs 
was presented in the evening. 

Saturday, the Women's Miss ionary 
Union met at the Sunkis t Baptist 
Church for breakfast a nd business. A 
former missionary, M rs. Ernest Zim
belman was the speaker. The Rev. 
Connie' Salios spoke at the Missionary 
Service. In the afternoon. va rious 
Christian Education Workshops were 
held. 

The Rev. Joe Sonnenberg was also 
one of the speakers. We wish him 
God's best as he leaves us to take up 
his new dut ies as President-elect of 
North American Baptist College. (Mrs. 
Virginia Schreiber, reporter.) 

She rwood Forest holds 
s pace program 
REDMOND, WASH . On Oct. 4, 
1969. the Sunday school of the Sher
wood Forest Baptist Church. Redmond . 
Wash , held a special space theme pro
gram for child ren of the community. 
··out of this World with Christ!" was 
the theme used for the program. H igh
lights included Blast Off (game time 
and stor ies). introduction of Space 
Ship Hostess (S.S. Superintendent. Mrs. 
Avis Campbell ). introduction to the 
Captain (Chris t ). Moonfood was 
served at refreshment time for every
one. 

A few days before the program sev
eral hundred invitations were carried 
door to door. On the invitat ion was 
printed a ticket which allowed the 
holder a nd two guests admission to the 
Space Shi p. The ticket a lso qualified 
eac h c hild for a Launching Pad Draw
ing ( Doorprize). The G alaxie came 
down wi th balloons for each chi ld. 

The original idea was conceived by 
our S.S. Superintendent , Mrs. Avi s 
Campbell. 

BAPTIST HE RALD 

The Rev. Hisel is pictured with some 
of the children. (Rev. John Hisel, 
reporter.) 

Eight are baptized 
in North Sheridan church 
PEORIA, ILL. Eight persons followed 
the Lord in baptism at North Sheri
dan Baptist Church, Peoria, Ill. , on 
Sunday, Oct. 26, 1969. This was the 
first baptismal service conducted by 

the Rev. Edwin Michelson since he be
gan his pastorate on Jan. 19, 1969. 
Pictured with the Rev. Michelson (far 
right ) a re: (I. t. r. front row) Rusty 
Watt, Gary Blackard, Mary Beth Min
gus. (Back row) David Blackard, Da
vid Barnes, Mrs. Sandy Schultz, Cindy 
Brandes, Mary Edith Hewitt. (Walter 
E. Kohrs, reporter.) 

Four baptized in Hunter chu rch 
H UNTER, KAN. On Nov. 2, 1969, a 
baptismal service was held at the Beth
any Baptist Church of Lincoln County, 
Kan. Four young girls were baptized by 
the Rev. R. H . Zepik upon confess ion 
of the ir fa ith in Christ. Mary Wilbeck. 
Catheri ne Wirth Dalene Wirth. and 
Mayette Wirth V.:ere extended the right 
hand of fellowship at the Communion 
Service. (Mrs. Melvin Schulz, report
er.) 

Berlin BYF presents concerts 
FREDON IA, N .D. The Berltn Baptist 
BYF presented a concert of sa~reJ 
music in seven churches. The choir is 
pictured. 
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The main purpose in presenting our 
concert was to show that young people 
are a lso concerned about witnessing 
to their faith. In addition we invited 
the churches to join us in our mission 
project of raising money for scholar
ships for Cameroonian s tudents prepar
ing for the ministry. The Junior and 
Senior BYF will be sending enough 
money for three schola rships. (Julie 
Rudolph, reporter.) 

Groundbreaking services 
observed by Cleveland church 
CLEVELAND , OHIO. In October, 
1966, the Erin Ave. Baptist Church 
purchased a parcel of land in P arma, 
Ohio. On Aug. 30, I 969, we had 
groundbreaking services. The pastor, 
Wald. Kroguletz, presided with mem
bers and friends from neighboring 
churches participating. 

The new church is to be called The 
Redeemer Baptist Church. The foun
dat ion has been completed. The de
sign is to · be contemporary. Presently 
the sanctuary is designl!d to hold 350 
people, but provision is made for later 
expansion. A model of the church is 
pictured. 

In May of this year we saw eight 
people enter the waters of Baptism. 
Eight people were baptized in May. 
1969. Oct. 15- 19 we had evangelistic 
services with the Rev. Aaron Buhler. 
pasto r of the Parma H_eights Baptist 
C hurch. (Barbara Melch1en, reporter.) 

Pastor Pfeifer welcomed 
to Napoleon church 
NAPOLEON, N.D. Members and 
fr iends gathered to welcome our new 
pastor and wife, the Rev. and Mr . 
Henry Pfeifer, on Oct. 2. A program 
consisted of greetings from various or
ganizat ions of the church and special 
music by the men's quartet. and a trio 
from the Wishek church . 

OUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
The R ev. C lemence Auch from 

Wishek was guest speaker. (Mrs. Ed
win Pfeifle, reporter.) 

Peoria members go to Burlington 
to he ar College Singers 
PEORIA, ILL. More tha n 40 mem
bers of the North Sheridan Baptist 
Church, Peoria, Ill. , traveled by char-

ter bus to the O ak Street Baptist Church, 
Burlington, Iowa, to hear a concert 
given by the Cameroon College Singers. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Edwin Michel
son, former missionaries to Cameroon, 
were happy to see some of the mem
bers who were young children when 
the Michelsons left Africa about 15 
years ago. They are pictured with 
some of the College Singers. (Walter 
E. Kohrs, reporter.) 

First church holds m1ss1on festival 
and deeper life meetings 
DURHAM, KAN. The Annual Harvest 
and Mission Festival was held at the 
First Baptist Church on Sunday, Oct. 
12. The Rev. Tom Kramer of Lincoln, 
Neb., was guest speaker. Members of 
the Emmanuel and Strassburg Baptist 
Churches of Marion. Kan .. were guests 
at the evening service. The mission 
offcri ng was $ 1423 .81. 

On Sunday. Oct. 19. the church began 
a week of "Deeper L ife Meetings.'' The 
guest speaker was the Rev. David Har
rison of Hoisington. Kan .. former mis
sionary to the Indi an . Each evening. 
preceding the message. the Rev. Har
rison told of his experiences with the 
Indians. He displayed Indian relics and 
souvenirs. The Rev. Henry Lang is 
pastor of the church. ( Mrs. Oliver 
Mohn, reporter.) 

Church begins fall activities 
JUNCTION C ITY. KAN. J ames 
Brown preached while the Pricst lcys 
were on their vacation . Jim is prepar
ing fo r C hristian service at the Eastern 
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DUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
Baptist Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mrs. Brown was formerly Linda Bren
ner. 

Miss La Verna Mehlhaf showed 
slides of the work in Cameroon and 
told of her experiences as a short
term missionary. 

Our Dorcas ladies met on Sept. 7, 
for an all-day White Cross meeting. 
Mrs. Janet Priestley presented an in
teresting program on "Greater Works, 
Hmmph." 

On Nov. 23, the Dorcas Society cel
ebrated the 25th anniversary of the 
Broadcast. 

We are grateful for the services of 
our minister, the Rev. D avid Priestley 
and family. (Mrs. Clara Zoschke, re
porter.) 

Church observes 75th anniversary 
ARNOLD, PA. Many friends and for
mer members returned for the 75th 
Anniversary of the Union Baptist 
Church, Arnold, Pa., including four 
former pastors and their wives and 
th ree former ministers' wives. Present 
were the Reverends D avid Zimmer
man ( 1933-36 ) , Arthur K annwischer 
(1 941-48 ), Dale Chaddock (195 1-60), 
Richard Sparling ( 1960-62 ). The on
ly living pastor unable to return was 
the Rev. Emanuel Wolff ( 1962-64). 
The wives of three former deceased 
pastors also returned: Mrs. Elfreida 
Dailey (formerly Mrs. C. E. Cramer, 
1921-27 and 1937-40 ), Mrs. Ruthe 
Martin (formerly Mrs. Stevener, 1928-
32) , and Mrs. Ruby Ross ( 1949-51) . 
Other speakers included the Rev. Dan
iel Fuchs of the N.A.B. office and 
evangelist, Ron Susek, one of the sons 
of the church. With Ron was his wife, 
Diane, top female recording art ist for 
1969. 

Official greetings from the City of 
Arnold were presented by Mayor Wil
liam DeMao and councilman, Anthony 
Bianco. 

The former pastors' wives shared in 
the Sund ay school hour. Corsages and 
recordings of Diane King Susek and 
David Pressau, church organist, were 
given to each of them. Each former 
pastor was given an evening in the 
e ight-day event. 

A banquet was served the congrega
tion by the ladies of the First Baptist 
Church of New Kensington. Thursday 
evening a brief memorial service com
memorated the deceased members. 

On the closing Sunday, five deci
sions were recorded for Christ. In the 
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evening the organist, David Pressau, 
presented a sacred concert, and the 
pastor, Allen B. Herman, showed slides 
of his four and a half year ministry. 

Prior to the Anniversary celebra
tion, the church had completed the 
major phases of an extensive renova
tion program which included the An
niversary project, 15 new windows in 
the sanctuary. Total offerings for the 
anniversary month were $6800, an all
time high in the church's history. 

Scripture Memory Sunday 
observed by Ridgemont Church 
EAST DETROIT, MICH. We had 
our annual Scripture memory program 
on Oct. 12, 1969. The number of 
participating boys and girls is increas
ing from year to year. There were 66 

children who successfully completed 
the prescri bed verses for the past year. 
Among them were two who fin ished 
the entire nine years of Scripture mem
ory work. Pictured I. to r. are Mrs. 
W. Jeske, Claudia Rist, Sylvia Palnau 
and Pastor H. Waltereit. (Mrs. W. 
Jeske, reporter.) 

First Baptist WMS 
Observes SOth anniversary 
UNDERWOOD, N .D. The Women's 
Missionary Society of Underwood, 
N .D., observed their 50th Anniversary 
on Oct. 12, 1969. 

A program was planned by Mrs. Oli
ver Bender, our pastor's wife, who was 
in charge of the devoti :rns. Two neigh
boring churches took part with special 
music. Greetings were read from for
mer members. The first minutes were 
read in German and also English after 
translating them. 

Three charter members were hon
ored by presenting each with a cor
sage. T hey were Lydia Schafer, Baptist 
Home at Bismarck, N.D. ; Mrs. Jake 
Hepper and Mrs. Adam Schuh of Un
derwood. 

Our W.M.S. consists of 22 mem
bers in the afternoon ci rcle and 13 
members in the evening circle. (Mrs. 
H arold Lutz, reporter.) 

Church observes 10th anniversary 
ED MONTON, ALTA. On Oct. 12, 
the members and friends of Capilano 
Baptist Church celebrated the tenth an
niversary of the founding of the church. 
A combined Thanksgiving and com
memoration service was held in the 
morning. In the evening the Cam
eroonian choir were special guests. 
Several songs were presented by the 
choir as well as by "The Sound of 
Eight," a singing group from our con
gregation. (Mrs. Janet Pa tzer, reporter 

Homebuilders present play . 
TROCHU, ALTA. The HomebU1ld
ers presented a play, "The Living Sac
rifice ," directed by our pastor, C. 
Wiebe, and then presented it also to 
the neighboring churches. Easter eve
ning five people fo llowed the Lord in 
baptism : Niel Strohschein, D ale Yost, 
Elen Gogel, Sharon Yost, Dean N ickel. 
One received the hand of fellowship. 
On Children's D ay, the children pre
sented a program in song and poem. 
During the summer the Lad ies Aid pre
sented a flower program, visualizing 
God's handiwork. Our choir present
ed a Christmas cantata under the di
rection of the Rev. John McLennan. 
(Mrs. M. Rode, reporter.) 

WMU meets at 
N. Cal. association 
LODI, CALIF. The W.M.U. of the 
Northern California Associ at ion held 
their annual luncheon and business 
meeting on Oct. 25, at Lodi, Calif. 
Mrs. Ruth Rauser presided. 

The officers elected for the corning 
year are: President , Mrs. Ruth Rau
ser; Vice-President , Mrs. Esther Woehl; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. K athryn 
Baumbach. 

After the luncheon and business 
~eeting a missionary program was e.n
J~yed. Mrs. H erb Jones. returned mis
sionary from Nigeria, West Africa. was 
the guest speaker. 

The missionary offering was $207.~5. 
$ I 00.00 was designated for university 
scholarships for Cameroonians and 
$60.00 for surgical instruments for 
Gem bu Hospital. (Mrs. Kathryn 
Baumbach, reporter.) 

BAPTIST HERALD 

William Miller, age 88, of Nokomis, 
Sask., died on Oct. 11, 1969. He was 
born on Dec. 12, 1880, in Wolhynien, 
Ukrania. He emigrated to Car.ada at 
the age of seven. In 1902 he married 
Bertha Krieser. They had five chi l
dren, four boys and one gi rl. His wife 
and four chi ldren preceded him in 
death. 

When he was 13 years old William 
Miller was converted and baptized near 
Winnipeg, Al ta. La~er he transferred 
his membership to the Nokomis Bap
tist Church. 

Those who mourn his death are his 
son, Will iam ; one sister, Mrs. Eva 
Zi lke , six grandchildren and th ree 
great-grandchildren. 

The Rev. Delvin Bertsch was the 
officiating pastor at the funeral. 

Reinhold Ernest Nickel, 74, of Calgary, 
Alta. , died Oct. 1969. He was born 
on March I, 1895, in Wolynski, Poland. 
In 1928, he and his family emigrated 
to Canada and ultimately made their 
home in Calgary, Alta. 

He was married to Amelia Riegert 
on Oct. 29, 1922. They had two sons 
and one daughter. 

Mr. N ickel accepted Christ in his 
youth, but he was not baptized until 
I 956. H e became a member of the 
Grace Baptist Church in Calgary, Alta. 

Those who mourn his death are two 
sons : Hubert August and Helwin Er
hart; one daughter, Hildegarde; four 
grandchildren; three sisters: Mrs. Wan
da Woidak, Mrs. Lydia Kreter, Mrs. 
Alma Oldach. 

The Rev. Peter Schroeder was the 
officiating pastor at the funeral. 

Johanna M. D eBuhr, 89, of Aplington, 
Iowa, died Oct. 24, 1969. She was 
born in Florence Station, Ill ., on July 
6, 1880. When she moved to Little 
Cedar, Iowa, she accepted Christ as 
her Savior, was baptized and became a 
member of the Little Cedar Baptist 
Church. Later she moved to Aplington, 
Iowa, where she became a member of 
the church. She was a charter mem
ber of the Benevolent Society and 
served in other areas of the church 
program. Three brothers and six sis
ters preceded her in death. 

Those mourning her death are one 
sister, Lanie, and one brother, Amos, 
and other relatives and friends. 

The funeral service was conducted 
from the Aplington Baptist Church on 
Oct. 27, 1969, with the Rev. Donald 
Patet officiating. 

The Rev. Arthur R. Pohl, age 73, of 
Kitimat, B.C., died Oct. 10, 1969. H e 
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was born on May 5, 1896, in Thorn, 
Germany. Jn 1919 he married Sophie 
Siegel. T wo sons and two daughters 
were born to them. H e accepted 
Christ as his Savior at the age of 16 
and then went on to study for the min
istry. After his graduation from Leip
zig and Heidelberg he served as Bible 
teacher, evangelist, editor and pastor. 
After emigrating to Canada he served 
churches in Forestburg and Edmon
ton, Alta.; Saskatoon, Sask. ; and Kiti
mat, B.C. 

He leaves to mourn his death his 
wife, three sons: Herman, pastor of 
the church in Benton H arbor, and Ber
nard; two daughters: Mrs. James Kerr 
and Mrs. Noel Peyton; 11 grandchil
dren. 

The funeral service was conducted at 
the Pilgrim Baptist Church, Kitimat, 
B.C. Officiating were D eacon Hans Die
sing, assisted by Dr. James McNeill of 
the Ministerial Association and by his 
eldest son, H erman. 

Julius A. Croeni , 91 , of Hillsboro, Ore., 
died on Nov. 1, 1969. He was born 
on Sept. 17, 1878, in Clear Lake, Iowa. 
His fa ther was the second minister of 
the First German Baptist Church of 
Bethany, Ore. On May 22, 1908, he 
married Mary Gyger of Cedar Mill , 
Ore. She preceded him in death 12 
years ago. He was a member of the 
Bethany Baptist Church for over 70 
years. 

Those mourning his death are one 
son, Clarence; two brothers: Albert 
Croeni and Carl Eggiman; three sis
ters: Mrs. Kate Lehman, Mrs. Eleanor 
Rich and Mrs. Emma Cornils; th ree 
grandchildren and five great-grandchil
dren. 

The Rev. Bernard R. Fritzke was the 
officiating pastor at the funeral. 

Mrs. Hilka Olthoff , 91, of Emery, S.D., 
died on Oct. 27, 1969. She was born 
on Oct. 16, 1878, in Butler County, 
Iowa. After moving to South Dakota 
she was converted as a young girl, 
was baptized and became a member of 
the Emery Baptist Church. On Jan. 23, 
1902, she married the late Rev. J. F. 
Olthoff and served with him in pastor
ates in Avon, Madison and Unityville, 
S.D. ; Cleveland, Ohio; Salem, Ore.; and 
Tacoma, Wash. She was particularly ef
ficient in working with young children 
in the Sunday school and Vacation Bi
ble School. 

She is the last survivor of her fam
ily of two brothers and three sisters. 
Left to mourn her death are her nieces, 
nephews, cousins. two sisters-in-law and 
many friends. 

Funeral services were held in the 
First Baptist Church of Emery, S.D., 
wi th the Rev. M. D . Wolff officiating. 

The Rev. J. H. Landenburger, 84, of 
Gladwin, Mich., died on Nov. 18, 1969. 
He was born in Germany on Dec. 9, 
1885. In 1901 he emigrated to Amer
ica and made his home in Philadelphia, 
Pa. Soon after, he accepted Christ as 
his Savior, was baptized and became a 
member of the First German Baptist 
Church in Philadelphia. He was called 
to the ministry and entered the Roches
ter Baptist Seminary, graduating with 
the class of 1911. He was married to 
Betty A. Matschulat. As pioneer mis
sionaries they went to Brazil and la
bored there for 14 years. He returned 
to America and became an active mem
ber of the Baptist Church in G ladwin, 
Mich. He is survived by his wife, 
Betty; a daughter, Erica; five sons: Sam, 
Walter, Ulrich, Hugo and Karl ; 18 
grandchildren; three brothers: William, 
Albert and Hermann. 

Peter B. Anderson, 61, of Southey, 
Sask., died on Oct. l, 1969. He was 
born in Bulyea, Sask. , on June 23, 1908. 
On May 25, 1941, he was married to 
Isabel Oberg. He became a member 
of the Southey Baptist Church and 
served in various offices including 
treasurer, trustee and publication 
agent. He is survived by his wife, Isa
bel; three daughters: Mrs. Harry (Lau
ra (Roske, Mrs. Robert (Esther) Mc
Niell, and Sandra; five sisters: Olena, 
Mrs. Caroline Anderson, Mrs. Laura 
Casselman, Mrs. Emma Kristjanson, 
Mrs. Elen Oberg. The Rev. Len Pen
ner was the officiating minister. 

Mrs. Celia Kohls, 82, of Elgin, Iowa, 
died on Oct. 28, 1969. She was born 
in Elgin, Iowa, on February 26, 1887. 
On May 1, 1906, she was married to 
William H . Kohls. He preceded her 
in death in 1956. At the age of 17 
she accepted Christ as her Savior and 
became a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Elgin. She was an active 
member of the Women's Missionary 
Society. She is survived by her son, 
Clarence, two grandchildren and two 
sisters : Mrs. Louise Miller and Mrs. 
Rose Baechler. T he Rev. Orville H . 
Meth was the officiating minister. 

When an obituary is submitted for pub
lication. please fo llow the format used 
above. The "In Memoriam" items are 
to have a m inimum of J 5 lines . Pay
ment, of a flat rate, of $2 .00 per item 
is to be sent with the obitllary. D 
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NEWS~VIEWS 
Church ministries to aged 
seen in volunteer program 
WASHINGTON - President Nixon 
has signed into law a measure that 
will increase opportunities for churches 
to develop programs of volunteer com
munity service involving elderly needy 
persons. 

The new law extends the Older 
Americans Act of 1965, increases its 
appropriations a nd strengthens the state 
agencies on aging. A key provision 
authorizes a "National Older Ameri
cans Volunteer Program." 

Under this new section grants may 
be made to private, nonprofit agencies 
and organizations to develop and oper
ate training programs and volunteer 
service projects to use the talents and 
time of elderly persons. 

The grants to nonprofit organiza
tions must be for projects "other than 
. . . the construction. operation. or 
maintenance of so much of any facility 
used or to be used for sectarian in
struction or as a place for religious 
worship." 

The new law specifies that al l new 
participants. excluding di rectors and 
teachers. must be low-income persons 
aged 60 or over who are no longer 
worki ng. 

The volunteer program also author
izes a ··retired senior volunteer pro
gram" ( RSVP) to recruit individuals 
aged 60 or over to provide services 
needed in their own, or nearby com
munities. No compensation will be 
paid under this program. but expenses 
for transportation and food will be re
imbursed. This program would be ad
mini,tered by the state offices on aging. 

Sen. Harrison A. Williams Jr .. chair
ma n of the Senate Special Com mittee 
on Aging. described the~e volunteer ac
tivities which he said are possible un
der the new measure signed by the 
President. 

D Person-to-person services by the 
elderly for children in foster homes, in
st itutions or other temporary shelters. 

D Tutorial a nd other services by 
the elderly to children in day-care cen
ters. nursery schools and simi lar insti 
tutions. with special emphasis on chil
dren from low-income families. 

D Services by the elderly for other 
elderl y persons who are incapacited by 
age or infirmity. 

Many elderly Americans 
face hunger problems 
WASHI NGTON - Mi llions of elderly 
Americans often go hungry because 
they cannot stretch their meager in
comes to cover the cost of medicine. 
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rent and mortgage payments and sti ll 
have money left for nutritious food, 
according to Sen. Harrison A. Wil 
liams. Jr. (D ., NJ.) cha irman of the 
Senate Special Committee on Aging. 

T he nutrition problems of the elder
ly poor were discussed by Sen. Williams 
in testimony before the Senate Select 
Committee on Nutrition and Human 
Needs. This committee is headed by 
Sen. George McGovern ( D ., S.D.) . 

Church facili ties were among the 
commun ity resou rces mentioned by the 
Senator as possibilities for the d..:velop
ment of special food services. Sen. 
Willia ms a nd others praised the "meals 
on wheels" program developed by 
some churches a nd community groups 
to take hot meals to elderly shut-ins. 

T he New Jersey Senato r said that of 
the 20 mill ion Americans now 65 or 
o lder. there are from six to seven mi l
lion who are " too poor to buy enough 
food." Each year their fixed incomes 
must be stretched fart her because of 
rising costs o f living. he said. 

One of the major reasons for poor 
nutrition among the aged is loneliness, 
the Senator sa id. Thi s was echoed by 
Sen. Frank Church ( 0 .. Idaho) who 
said that loneliness and a Jack of mo
bi lity were the main barriers to good 
nutrition a mong the aged. 

Money alone is not the answer. Sen. 
Williams decla red. H e urged that new 
food services be developed in commu
nities. Among the suggestions he made 
were: hot meals provided for a nomi
nal fee at a central dining room. such 
as a local school or church: home
delivered hot meals: help with trans
portation to supermarkets and to com
modity distribution depots: nut rition 
educati on: recreational act ivities: a nd 
friendly visiting services. 

Sen. Church praised the work of 
rura l community action groups in Ida ho 
which had organized what they called 
"pot luck dinners" a nd offered them 
twice a week to isolated elderly per
sons. Funded by an OEO grant. el
derly per,ons are employed to do the 
cooking. plan the activites and provide 
transportat ion for iso lated persons to 
come to a central place for meals. 

Jn describing the success o f the pro
gram. Sen. Church said that in addi
tion to hot meals . the program also 
provided companionship and social ac
tivities. including weddings of some of 
the members. O 

by Paul Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it. 

I am becoming more and more aware 
that truth is s tranger than fict ion . Who 
would have ever thought when James 
Forman. the leader of the Nat ional Ec
onomic Development Conference is
sued his '"Black Manifesto" last yea r 
demanding $500 mi llion in reparations 
from churches and sy nagogues. that 
any serious response would be given? 
Yet it has happened. Late r the Black 
United F ront ( BUF) , a loca l Wash
ington. D.C. grou p. seeking repara
tions for Blacks. asked the National 
Baptist Memorial Church of Washington 
to give a quarter of a mi ll ion dollars 
to help rebui ld the riot torn areas of 
the Capital city. 

Why have these requests stirred u p 
so much co ntroversy? What are the 
hidden hang-ups that have caused so 
many to recoil? Arter al l. has not the 
chu rch been historically benevolent? 
And is the amount no t completely re
ali stic? Why shouldn't the church bend 
over backwards to help out? 

One obvious reason is that this is 
dec lared to be a reparat ion. Granted. 
that the white Ch ristians are gu ilty of 
past si ns. But do not the Blacks also 
have some skeletons in the closet? 
And who was it that did the looting 
and burning in Washingto n? 

Another reason for the recoiling is 
the spirit wi th which the c hurches are 
being confronted. Even the derel ict 
knows that you don't snee r in the face 
o r the man wi th whom you are nego
tiating for a love o ITcring. A litt le 
fai th in d iscretion may help. 

It appears that the whole issue is in 
need of con5iderahle purging. If only 
Blacks and Whitc5 could a pproach the 
dismal issue with reciprocating God ly 
grace. and say: ·· Herc we are. we'll 
tack le the matter together under G od"s 
Spi rit."' This may sound a li tt le short 
of a miracle. But we do still believe 
in miracles. don't we? 

BAPTIST H E RAL D 

• The R ev. J. J. Renz of Brookfield, 
Wisc. , d ied Dec. 22, 1969. 
• Ruth E. Dingfield, 19, daughter of 
the Rev. Walter Dingfield, Bismarck, 
N.D. , was killed in a car accident while 
motoring to Bismarck from California, 
Dec. 18, 1969. 
• A recognition banquet in honor of 
Dr. and Mrs. A. S. Fe/berg will be held 
Ma rch 2 1, 1970. 6: 30 p.m., at the St. 
Basi ls H al l, Ed monton, Alta. The guest 
speaker is the Rev. David Draewell. 
Tickets $3.50 per plate. are to be se
cured no later than March 8, 1970. 
from Miss S. Werk , NABC. 
• The R ev. Vernon L. Shive has re
signed from the Open Bible Tabernacle, 
Erie, Penn. , effect ive Jan. 30, 1970. 
His future plans a re not known. 
• Mr. Elliott Werczler, D etroit. Mich., 
has accepted the call to become the pas
tor of the First Bapt ist Church. Corona. 
S.D .. eITective Dec. 2 1, 1969. 

• The R ev. Harold Drenth has ac
cepted the call to become the pastor of 
the Meridian Woods Baptist Church, 
Indianapolis , Ind., effective Jan . 25, 
1970. H e previously served the Cen
tral Baptist Church, George, Iowa. 
• Terrence K. Jarosch was ordained 
at the Riverview Baptist Church, St. 
P aul, Minn .. Nov. 2, 1969. He is the 
pastor of the Isabel Bapt ist Church, 
Isabel, S.D. 
• The R ev. Costante Slaviero has be
come the pasto r of the Imma nuel Bap
ti st Church, Brookfield , Wisc. He pre
viously served as military chaplain for 
the American Baptist Convention. 
• Chaplain (CPT) K endrick A. Gould 
was awarded the Army Commendation 
Medal for h is serv ices at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. T he award was pre
sented for meritorious service from 
March to October 1969. He is now 
serving in Vietnam. 
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lhot·s Happening 
• The Rev. K enneth McKenzie, of 
Hammond, Ind. , has become the pastor 
of the Baileyvi lle Baptist Church. 
Baileyville, 111. 
• Mr. Friedol/ Anderson has become 
the director of Christia n education at 
the Napier Parkview Baptist Church, 
Benton H arbor, Mich., effective Jan. 
5, 1970. 
• The R ev. Arnold Friez, of Apple
ton, M inn. , wh ile motoring in South 
Dakota was involved in a head-on car 
collision which resulted in multiple 
fractures and injuries. He is expected 
to be hospitalized in Mobridge. S.D. 
for about three months. 
• Dr. Paul Gebauer was presented with 
th.! "Alumnus of the Year" award given 
last Alumni Day by Linfield College. 
The citation is as follows: 

"German-born son a nd grandson of 
Baptist lay-preachers. F o r nearly thirty 
years a missiona ry in the Cameroons, 
West Africa, and field secretary of the 
Cameroon Baptist M ission. Invested as 
an Officer of the O rder of the British 
Empi re by Queen El izabeth II at Buck
ingham Palace in 1957. 

"Combat Command C haplain with 
the U.S. 14th Armored Division in 
F rance and Ge~many during World 
War II. 

"Authority on A frican anthropology. 
culture. and educat ion. Instructor. area 
d irector. and consultant in Peace Corps 
training programs for Africa. 

"Associate Professor, Modern Lan
guages in Linfield College since 1962. 

"Missionary chaplain, scholar. edu
cator - a vibrant spirit who. for a life
t ime. has made G od's work on earth 
his own." 

CllUCl\L~ 
WITll 
1312U~() 
Wisconsin manufactured over a million 
pounds of limburger cheese last year . 
That's quite a phew! 

--0-

Two teenage boys were discussing their 
father·s birthday. wondering what they 
should give him. "Why don't we let 
him have the car for a weekend?"" 

--o--

There must be something to reincarna
tion. Just look at how people come to 
life at quitting time. 
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EDITORIAL 

The Church and 
Contemporary Issues 
A question that continues to be hotly 
debated is: "Shall the church speak to 
the issues of our day?" And, even 
more to the point: "Shall it act on the 
issues of our day?" There has been 
a flood of articles on the subject in 
secular and denominational magazines. 
Some give a strong "no" answer to this 
question. They say, "The church is 
marching into fields far outside its God
ordained jurisdiction; into such funda
mentally secular concerns as civi l 
rights, urban renewal , water a nd a ir 
pollution, the nation's foreign policy, 
capital punishment, etc." 

Other voices seriously disagree. They 
claim that many people a re disillu
s ioned with the church because it has 
not spoken with conviction on the is
sues of our day. It has not gotten in
volved. It is irrelevant. Churches too 
often, like the Levite and the priest in 
the story of the Good Samaritan, have 
passed by humanity's need on the other 
side. They have been too busy with 
inner church affairs to bind up the 
wounds of the robber's victim. 

I would suggest that the following 
principles be considered as we deter
mine our answer or evaluate our pres
ent conviction : 

I ) God is concerned about love and 
justice for a ll people - not only Chris
tians. He is concerned about how peo
ple treat each other in the market 
place, where laws are made and where 
taxes are gathered. God became in
volved in the secular world in the com
ing of Christ. Christ said, "The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, he has 
anointed me to preach the good news to 
the poor. He sent me to proclaim re
lease to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed . . . " (Luke 
4 : 18). That was his call ing, and it is 
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ours as his disciples. It is interesting to 
note that when Jesus made the above 
statement in the church (synagogue) at 
Nazareth, the congregation wanted to 
kill him by pushing him off a cliff. 

Jesus touched upon economic affairs 
among the moneychangers; he chal
lenged the power structures and dealt 
with the race question in the story of 
the Good Samaritan and the Samaritan 
woman. The Samaritans were despised. 

2) God is the ruler of the State as 
well as of the Church. Government 
is ordained of God, and so he is con
cerned about all aspects of human af
fairs. God is just as concerned about 
the decisions made in the cities of 
New York. Los Angeles, Ottawa and 
Washington, D.C. , as he is concerned 
about decisions made in our local 
churches, our General Conference, the 
8.W.A., and much more. How dare 
we confine our concerns to so-called 
personal and spi ritual matters? 

3) If we speak to current issues we 
must exercise some caution. The;e is 
the danger that we try to give too 
easy "Christia n" answers to complex 
issues. For example, do we have ade
quate knowledge of what is involved 
in the Vietnam war, when we speak as 
hawks or doves or something else? On 
some issues the Christian has a ten
dency to say, "oh, if they were real 
Christ ians that problem would be re
so lved." Maybe and maybe not. We 
have plenty of unresolved issues in our 
own. c.hurches. J ust because a man is a 
C?hnst1an doesn't mean he has a Chris
tian answer to every situation. 

At times, we have been like the 
Senator wh.o was asked what he thought 
a.bout an ~mportant issue. " I haven't 
time to think," he replied, " I have t 

k h " 0 ma e ~ speec . We must do our best 
to be informed about the issues 

4) ~here is al.so another dange~ tha t 
we m~ior in ~oc1al action and involve
ment in the issues a nd neglect to d i
rectly proclaim the message and per
son of Jesus Christ who alone can 
~ra~s~orm and. radically change the 
1nd1v1dual. This is the best he! . . p we 
c.an give. to persons in any si tuation in 
life. Without this there is no real 
hope. 

There is a tragic lack of social con
cern a nd involvement by many of our 
N .A. B. churches. This needs to become 
a definite part of our outreach. Jn 
some cases churches today must earn 
the right to. be heard, because they 
have be~n .silent too long. Si lence is 
an act in itself. Whi le we are s ilent 
and men are harmed we are e . 
ble. _ 1. B. • r spons1-

OIPJEN 
DilAlOGUIE 
letters to the editor 

Dear Editor: "It was not surpris ing to 
find the kind of response to the "Let
ter from Goettingen" ( BAPTIST HERALD, 

Sept. I, I 969, p. I 0) which you 
printed in the Nov. I, 1969 issue. 
Whenever a timehonored tradition is 
challenged, in this case "Sunday obser
vance," one naturally expects the fires 
of apologetic and polemic to flare more 
vigorously than usual. It is to the cre
dit of the Rev. B. Yoss that he openly 
expressed the sent iments which are no 
doubt shared by many in the "silen t 
majority." Yet , as I read his letter, I 
could not escape the fee ling that he 
had not only misunderstood the inten
tions of Mr. Patzia's letter, but also 
that his response. spiced as it is with 
insinuations and "out of context'· 
sc riptural quotations, makes no posi
tive contribution to the problem ad
dressed by Mr. P atzia's letter. 

To imply. eg., that the fl exible pro
gram of the North Farmington Baptist 
Church represents a "loose att itude to
ward Sunday observance." paralleled 
by a s imilar attitude " toward the resur
rection of the Lord Jesus Christ," or 
to suggest that such a program is in
dicative of the spiri t of the ''Laodicean 
church." or aga in. to identify a desire 
to "enjoy a week-end of God's won
derful nature" with the " lust of the 
nesh." is most certainly out o f keeping 
with the "spirit of love and concern" 
in which these questions need to be 
discussed. 

I was fu rther d isturbed by the 
Scripture passages adduced to rein
force Rev. Voss's apologetic. Jesus' 
call to discipleship (Lk. 14:26) is a 
ca ll to surrender our persona l loyal ties 
10 Him , to submit all of life to H is 
lordship, and has nothing to do with a 
particular hour on Sunday morning! 
Again, Lhe injunction to "seek first the 
kingdom of God" ( Mt. 6:33) admon
ishes us to be concerned with the reign 
of God in our lives, to be properl y 
related to Him - which includes wor
ship - . but iL can not be made "the 
cr~terion for S1111day worship" (italics 
mine)· By these considerations I do 
nm i~1ply that Sunday morning wor
ship 1s not im portant (nor do J think 
Mr p t . . I · a w1 w1s 1cd to "encourage our 
P.cople to forget ahout Sunday") ; I am 
sunply saying thnt the l:lr riptmes cited 
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should not be forced into a defense 
of "Sunday observance." 

I am convinced that the problem of 
attendance at services on the Lord's 
day, and the possibility, or desireabil
ity, of adjust ing the church's schedule 
to adequately minister to those who 
either will 11ot, or cam101, attend tradi
tionally scheduled services, needs to be 
viewed in terms of the historical origin 
and development o f the Lord 's day and 
the traditions associated with it. For 
a recognition that the Christian ob
servance of Sunday, as we know it to
day, has 11ot always bee11, that it was 
~olded a nd sha ped - througho1:t the 
history of the Christian church - by 
historica l and cultural forces, ought at 
least to open our thinking to a re
evaluation of our traditions, and per
haps to the c reative possibilities for an 
expanded ministry suggested by the 
North Farmington church's experi
ment. It is a lways sobering (but also 
~elp.f~I!) to recognize that, though our 
rad1t1ons may be time-honored and 

valuable, they are not necessarily 
sacred or sanctioned by a divine de
cree of immutability. 

How then came the Lord's day? 
Let us very briefly trace its origin 
a.nd development. The early Chris
tian church was composed mainly 
0~ Jews who were caught up in the 
~d servance of the tradi tional Jewish 
th:y 0.f rest," the Sabbath, which, from 

exile onward was characterized by 
7eekly assemblies in the synagogues 
t~r communal worship. It is clear 
i at ~esus and the disciples participated 
~k this_ practice (Mt. 4:23; Mk. 1:21; 

1 · .4 -.16) , though Jesus rejected the 
t~gahstic, pharisaic interpretation of 
~Sabbath (Mt. 12: 1-8; Mk. 2 :27 ). 

bviously, the first d ay of the week 
was · 1 sing ed out by the early Christian 
community for special consideration 
an.d celebration because its Lord was 
raised h , 
Acts 0.n ~ e. morning of that day. 

20 · 7 indicates that a service of 
preaching d h . 
L an t e celebration of the Ord' 
1 C s supper took place on that day. 
Colle or: 16: 2 speaks about a weekly 
c . ction, probably taken on the oc-

asion of the Lo rd's supper. 

us ?~r early Christian sources also tell 

C at the Lord 's day stood in marked 
ontrast t h . . 

ver . 0 t e Jewish Sabbath. It 1s 
initr 

1
:1kely that the Jewish Christians 

anct a Y celebrated both the Sabbath 
ed s the Lord's day (e.g., Paul attend
for/nagogue worship and used it as a 
Pel rn for the preaching of the G os
but ~sActs ~ 3: 14, 45 ; 16 : 13; 17: 2), 
Genn C hristianity moved into the 1 

e world, Sabbath observance was 
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soon dropped. Paul classes Sabbath ob
servance with other ceremonial regu
lations (Col. 2: 16) which are not bind
ing upon G!!ntile Christians. And ac
cording to the Church Father Ignatius, 
the Christian no longer "sabbatizes," 
but lives according to the Lord's day 
( Magn. 9.1 ). 

Moreover, for the early Christians 
(for almost three centuries) the first 
day of the week was a work-day on 
which business was carried on as usual. 
Their worship on that day did not, 
and could not, interfere with the time
table of the culture in which they 
lived, nor was it 11ecessary. Initially, 
the Christians gathered for worship and 
the "breaki ng of bread" during the 
eve11i11g ho11rs, though it is not clear 
whether these gatherings took place on 
Saturday evening (i.e., the beginning 
of the "first day" of the week accord
ing to the Jewish calendar) or on Sun
day evening (according to the Roman 
calendar) . The origin of a service of 
worship on the morning of the "first 
day" must be traced to the needs and 
circumstances of the Gentile church. 
Trajan's edict, forbidding communal 
evening meals , no doubt forced the 
cancellation of the "agape feasts" con
nected with Christian worship, and the 
increasing need for a persecuted secl 
to act secretly probably contributed to 
the transfer of Christian worship to the 
early hours of Sunday morning. The 
contemporary practice of Easter Sun
r ise services may have been foreshad
owed in the observance of the Lord's 
day at the moment of the resurrection. 

Not until Constantine's edict of A.D. 
32 J in which the "venerable day of 
the 'sun" was declared a public holi
day, a day on which labor (e~ceptin.g 
agriculture) should cease, wa.s 1t possi
ble for the Christian celebration of t~e 
Lord's resurrection and his presence in 

their midst to begin to assimilate to 
itself the ancient regulations govern
i ng ~the Jewish Sabbath. This proc~ss 
came to its ultimate, and most stn~
gcnt , fruition in late medieval Cat.ho~1-
cism and English Puritanism. It is .in 

line with the latter emphasis on stn~t 
Sunday observance that our own tradi
tion must be understood. 

On the basis of this rather brief and 
admittedly inadequate historical sketch 
it should be clear that "Sunday ob-

ce" was ·10t divinely decreed (as servan • . · sti 
Was the Sabbath), nor was it in k

h "brea ·tuted by our Lord (as was t e . . 
. f bread" ) nor was it a practice in 
ing o , • · m) 
the early community (as was bapt1s h 
What was practiced by the earlY, chu:~r
was the celebration of the Lords re 

rection and his presence in their midst. 
What was of utmost significance for 
these early Christians was not the day or 
the hour on which this event was cele
brated, but the event itself and what 
it meant for their daily existence. In 
other words, what was impor tant was 
not the when of their worship and 
celebration (as seen by the shift of 
time and emphasis in the course of his
tory), but the that of their worship. 

The flexibility of t he early church 
with reference to its services of wor
ship, in response to the external pres
sures of history and culture, certainly 
cannot be interpreted as a case of "al
lowing the world to squeeze it into its 
own mold." Had it rejected the Lord, 
had it refused, under external pres
sure, to gather for the celebration of 
his resurrection and presence, then on
ly would it have been squeezed into 
the mold of the world. Similarly, if 
in response to changing historical and 
cultural circumstances the church of 
today varies its schedule and program 
to meet the need created by changing 
circumstances, this does not necessar
ily mean that it is becoming "con
formed to this world." It could well 
mean that it is responding to the urg
ing of the Spirit. Jesus' discussion with 
the woman of Samaria (John 4 ) about 
the nature of worship certainly implies 
that spatial and temporal considera
tions are not ultimately significant! 
What is ultimately significant is wheth
er, when people do gather for wor
ship, they are conscious of the risen 
Lord in their midst. 

I am not suggesting (a nd I believe 
Mr. Patzia was not suggesting) that 
Sunday worship be abolished. In the 
context of the "christianized West" it 
is still the best day for Christians to 
gather for worship. though the increas
ing secularization of society is gradu
ally taking its toll of the "sabbath" 
elements associated with Sunday. What 
I am suggesting is that the c hurch, in 
all aspects of its ministry - including 
the schedule of its services - must be 
able to act freely and creatively in re
sponse to needs arising ?ut of chang
ing circumstances. To chng to the let
ter of the (humanly created! ) law -
as was the case with the Pharisees 
whom Jesus rebuked - may well bring 
death into "Sunday observance": or. to 
put it another way: to cling to a his
torically conditioned conception of the 
Lord's day may well result in the re
moval of Christ 's lordship from all oth
er days (which, incidentally. are also 
his days) 1 Manfred Brauch, H a milton, 
Ont. 0 
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1970 
BAPTIST 
WORLD 
CONGRESS 
Where? 

Tokyo, Japan. 

When? A North A mtrican Baptist Mission Clr11rclr , Mntmsaka Baptist Church , Afatmsnka, Japan 

July 12-18, 1970 (6 p .m. Sunday through 9 p.m. Saturday). 

Why? 
The Congress will provide an opportunity for fellowship of all the world's Baptists. The Congress is not a legislative body; 
the program will be devoted to worship, study, planning for cooperative witness, and the fellowship of Christian love. The 
theme is "Reconciliation Through Christ." 

Who Is Coming? 
An estimated 8,000 Baptists from 75 countries. 

Am I Eligible? 
All Baptists affiliated through their churches with any of the 85 conve ntions and unions holding membership in the Baptist 
World Alliance are eligible to registe r and participate in the Congress. 

How Do I R.egister? 
Write to the headquarters office of your denomination and ask for a Reg istration form. The registration fee for North 
Americans is $25 for a single registrant and $10 for each additional me mber of the immediate family. The fee for regis
trants from all othe r continents is $8 per person, except that registrants from Japan will pay 2000 yen (or $5.50). 

How Do I Get To Tokyo? 
Some space is still available on the N. A. B. Tour to Japan. The tour will leave from Seattle, June 27, 1970. It will include 
the Hawaiian Islands, our mission churches and stations in Japan, Expo 70 at Osaka and the Baptist World Congress in 
Tokyo. The tour cost is $1095. Write to John Binder or David Draewell, 7308 Madison St., Forest Park, lll. 60130, for 
detailed information or to make your rese rvation. Do it now before it is too late) 

How Can I Keep Informed? 
All plans for the Congress will be reported in The Baptist World magazine, a va ilable from the Baptist World Alliance for 
$2 per year ($5 for three years). This is the surest way to le arn all developments quickly. 

What Can I Do To Help Make The Congress A Success? 
Every Baptist can do at least four things: 1) Be an informed Baptist, learning all you can about the 30 million Baptists in 
120 countries. 2) Pray for all your fellow Baptists, and for the people who plan the Congress program and those who will 
attend. 3) Become especially concerned for Japan, the host country, that the Congress might be an evangelical witness there. 
4) Make a cash contribution to the Alliance to help pay the travel costs for Baptist leaders from less affluent nations. 

Baptist Herold 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

Non-profit organization. 
Second class postage 
paid at Forest Park, Illinois 60130 
and at additional mailing offices. 


