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SfJWnl Days 

"Progrllltl Catalog 

What has more information than it 
had before? The second edition of 
Special Da ys Pro gram Catalog, 
that's what! It is just off the press 
in revised and expanded form. The 
Special Days Program Catalog has 
pages of programming aids for 

- Banquets and .parties 

- Bible day 

- Children's day 

- Christmas 

- Dedications and installations 

- Easter 

- Father's and Mother's day 

- Thanksgiving day 

- Promotion and Rally day 

- New Year's day 

Anyone involved in program plan­
ning needs the Specie I Days . Pro­
gram Catalog. Only 60 cents a 
copy. Order from Roger Williams 
Press, 7308 Madison Street, Forest 
Park, Illinois 60130. 
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Recommendations 
from the General Council 
to the General Conference 
Various recommendations adopted by the General Coun­
cil on May 22-23, 1970, which will be presented to the 
delegates of the 36th General Conference, Winnipeg, 
Man. , Aug. 4-9, for consideration and action, are being 
reported here. Some of the recommendations are the 
result of studies from committees appointed by the Gen­
eral Conference in Detroit, Mich., in 1967. There are 
also a number of important recommendations from var­
ious committees appointed by the General Council and 
governing boards of the cooperating departments and 
societies. 

The General Council is providing this advance infor­
mation for our churches, and especially for the delegates 
to the General Conference. Condensed committee re­
ports have been mailed to all pastors of our churches 
along with several copies of the recommendations. Ad­
ditional copies of the recommendations will be made 
available upon request. 

The following are the major recommendations which 
will be considered at the General Conference: 

RECOMMENDATION 1. CHANGES IN PENSION 
FUND BENEFITS. 

The triennial actuarial study of the Pension Fund indi­
cated that based on the present premium rates and a 
31
/i percent return on our investments, we are unfunded 

(that is, lacking in invested funds) by an amount of 
$80, 154. On the basis of a 4 percent return we are ade­
quately funded with an overage of $11 6, 720 (or a plus 
8.5 percent ). For a 4 1/2 percent return the overage is 
$290,11 2 (plus 21.2 percent ) . 

Returns on investments for some years have been 
more than 4 percent (against cost). Although the Gen­
eral Conference has guaranteed only a 3 percent return 
on the Pension Fund investments, the Pension F und Com­
mittee has assumed that a 4 percent return can be 
depended on long enough to justify the following recom­
mendations (The total funding required for these recom­
mendations would be $86,660, leaving us still "over­
funded" by $30,040 on a 41/2 basis.): 

1. That the widow's benefits be increased from one-half 
to two-thirds of that of the pensioner 's. These bene-

Submitted by the Rev. G. K . Zimmerman, executive secretary, 
North American Baptist General Council. 
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fits shall be retroactive across the board and effective 
on Jan. 1, 1971. 

2. That dependent surviving husbands receive widow's 
benefits upon proof of dependency to the satisfaction 
of the Pension Fund Committee. 

3. If membership application is received between Janu­
ary 1 and July 1, the effective date of membership 
shall be January 1; if the application is received be­
tween July I and December 31, the effective date 
shall be July 1, upon approval of the application by 
the Pension Fund Committee. 

RECOMMENDATION 2. DISCON TIN UING THE 
OFFICE OF SECRET ARY OF HIGHER EDUCA­
TION A N D THE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER ED­
UCATION. 

Du ring the pas t nine year, the Committee on Higher 
Education has served as a liaison and coordinating com­
mittee for the Seminary and the North American Baptist 
College; however, the activities of the committee indicate 
that during this time both of our educational institutions 
have come of age and that less formal organizational 
structure will be needed to consider their various propo­
sals. Upon recommend ation of the Committee on Higher 
Education , the General Council recommends that we 
eliminate the office of Secretary of Higher Education and 
the Committee on Higher Education. To fi ll the need 
for a continuing liaison between our two educational in­
stitutions it is recommended that the schools appoint a 
committe~ com posed of the presidents and at. leas~ one 
additional member from each school to consider items 
of mutual concern. This committee shall have the privi­
lege of requesting a member of the Forst ~~rk executive 
staff to meet with it, if the need for add1t1onal counsel 
and/ or coordinat ion is required. Furthermore, it is rec­
ommended that the schools appoint a Recruitment Com­
mittee composed of representatives of the Seminary, Col­
lege, Board of Missions, and Department of Christian 
Education to coordinate efforts in enlist ing men and 
women in church-related occupations. 

R ECOMMENDA TION 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY 
ON THE TAXATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY. 

The General Council has been concerned about the 
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The General Council members in session May 22-23 1970, at 
Forest Park, llf. 

problem of church property being exempt fro'?. taxation 
when such property is not directly used for religious pur­
poses. The General Council, therefore, re~omm~nds that 
the following policy statement of th~ Baptist Jomt Co.m­
mittee on Public Affairs, which applies to both Canadian 
and United States churches, be adopted: 

" In the United States it has been a tradition that 
church property is exempt from the payment of m~st 
state and federal taxes almost without reference to its 
nature. Seldom has real property of churches used for 
relioious purposes been taxed. In addition, churches 
anl their employees in doing the work of churc~es 
have been exempt from most sales, use, and excise 
taxes. Churches do not pay taxes on their income. Gifts 
and donations to churches are given a special tax status 
as nonprofit organizations. Investment by churches 
have a privileged position. 

"Entire denominations and individual churches gen­
erally have accepted these exemp~ions without ex~m­
ining either the legal or the etl11cal ~easons ~ehmd 
them or without attempting to establish a rationale 
which distinguishes between legitimate and non-legiti­
mate tax exemptions for the future as well as the 
present. . 

"Realizing the necessity for a clear rationale, the Bap­
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs on Oct. 7, 1969, 
approved the following statement: 

"Any claim which churches may make for exemp­
tion from the payment of taxes or for special tax 
status must be based on either ( 1) the concept of re­
ligious liberty, or (2) the concepts of equality or eq­
uity. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: 

" I. Religious liberty is guaranteed by the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments of the Constitution. That free-
d may be limited by government only when . there 
~ fun ' ld is overwhelming evidence that a failure to it wou 

result in serious danger to the health, safety, morals, 
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or general welfare of the people of a state or the en­
tire nation. 

"2. Religious liberty is a vital part of th~ legal her­
itage of this nation. It is also ~n equally v1~al part of 
the personal, emotional, and mtellectual life of the 
citizens of this nation. 

"3. The ability of government to tax certain church 
property, such as that used for re~igious pu~~oses, could 
at least hinder or prosper particular religious m~ve­
ments or manifestations. Religious liberty reqmres 
that there be few hindrances on churches as they at­
tempt to achieve the purposes for . w?ich th~y have 
been organized and that whatever limits are unposed 
must be in the spirit of the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments. Religious liberty does not demand, how­
ever, the tax exemption of all church property and 

Kti~~. . . 
"4. Among historically practiced exempt10ns diffi­

cult to justify on the basis of religi?us liberty, . though 
some may be justified on the basis of equality and 
equity, are the follow~ng: . . 

a. engaging in busmess projects unrelated to reli­
gious concern, with income tax and ~roperty tax 
exemptions, in competition with pnvate enter-
prise. . . 

b. ownership of real property which produces m­
come but which is not taxed for local govern­
mental services. 

c. claiming of tax exempt~on for property which 
is used for personal residence. 

d. long-term holding of real property on a tax ex­
empt basis for capital gains. 

"5. Where the value of services rendered by gov­
ernment to a property is ascertainable churches should 
make payment for those services. 

EQUALITY AND EQUITY:* 

" 1. Churches, in operating such publicly standard­
ized services as schools, children's homes, hospitals, 
pension boards, etc., should be give~ e.quality in ~ax 
privileges with other nonprofit organ1zati~ns rendermg 
the same social services to the commumty. 

"2. The freedom of churches to be active in social 
ministries without being handicapped by tax burdens 
that are not applicable to comparable public or other 
private nonprofit agencies is an important principle of 
equality. 

"3. In the event that complete equality is unfair, 
churches should seek to achieve equitable treatment. 

"4. Exemption from taxation on the basis of ser­
vices rendered requires a commitment to the common 
good rather than to a selecti_v~ religious ministry or to 
a program of religious recru~tmg. . . 

"The dignity of man requlfes a f.ree exercise of reli­
gion that includes the free conscience and the free 

*Equality usually refers ~o ~am~ness and equity de­
notes fairness or substantial 1ustice.) 
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The Rev. A aron Buhler (I. to r.) vice-moderator; Mr. Stanley 
Johnson, moderator and chairman of General Council; and 
the Rev. G. K. Zimmerman , executive secretary. 

church. These are not incongruous nor incompatible, 
but are, rather, vitally interdependent. The fulfillment 
of man's religious potentials, both personal and cor­
porate, should be excluded from the taxing compe­
tence of the state. 

"Where religious compassion for fellow-men is gen­
uine, it is not sectarian nor biased on such social cate­
gories as race, national origins, or group affi liations. 
Service to others should not be taxed simply because 
it is rendered by religious agencies." 

RECOMMENDA TION 4. COOPERATION AND 
FEASIBILITY OF MERGER WITH THE BAP­
TIST GEN ERAL CONFERENCE. 

The 35th General Conference meeting in Detroit, 
Mich., in July 1967, passed a resolution to appoint a 
committee "to explore closer cooperation and to inaugu­
rate a detailed study of the feasibility of a possible mer­
ger with the Baptist General Conference." T his commit­
tee consisted of one representative from each of the 
nine local conferences, augmented by several at-large 
members appointed by the General Conference Modera­
tor. The committee consisted of the following: 
Rev. Alphonz Lamprecht Atlantic Conference 
Rev. Wilmer Quiring _________________ ___________ Eastern Conference 
Rev. Frank Walker _________ ___________ Central Conference 
Mr. Carl Glewwe____ . ______ _ Northwestern Conference 
Dr. George Lang ( 1968) Dakota Conference 
Rev. Leon Bill (1969-70) Dakota Conference 
Rev. Henry Pfeiffer (1968-69) Northern Conference 
Rev. Manfred Taubensee (1969-70) Northern Conference 
Rev. James Schacher Southwestern Conference 
Mr. Adolph Hill Southern Conference 
Dr. Robert Schreiber, chairman Pacific Conference 

T he following were appointed by the General Confer­
ence Moderator: Mr. Carl Lang, Mr. Bert Braun, Mr. 
Ralph K.letke, Mrs. Delmar Wesseler. The following 
served in an ex officio capacity: Rev. G . K. Zimmer­
man, executive secretary, and Mr. Stanley Johnson, mod­
erator. 
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The committee has evaluated the question of expand­
ed cooperation and possible merger with the Baptist Gen­
eral Conference. The committee thoroughly explored 
many aspects of this issue working as a full committee, 
numerous subcommittees, and jointly with the Baptist Gen­
eral Conference Long R ange Planning Committee. As ex­
pected, the subject is manysided and complex but certain 
conclusions eventually became apparent and the final 
consensus of the committee was remarkably unanimous. 
The committee concluded that merger of the North 
American Baptist General Conference and the Baptist 
General Conference is theoretically feasible but not nec­
essarily advisable at this time. It recommends that any 
decision regarding merger be deferred and that the two 
conferences undertake a joint program of increased co­
operation at all levels. The committee's conclusions are 
~ substantial agreement with the conclusions of the Bap­
tist General Conference Planning Comm ittee. 

_During the course of this study, the Merger Study Com­
mittee has compiled a significant body of information 
about both conferences, the advantages and disadvan­
tages of merger, and preliminary problems that must be 
solved before any merger could be considered Th' · f · . IS lll-
o~mat1on. and th~ additional insight gained by studying 

this question provides valuable benefits whether or not a 
merger ~akes place. The study has improved the un­
~erstandmg of our denominational purpose and opera­
tions. 

At least two c?pies of a 40-page summary of the 
three-year proceedmgs and main findings of the commit­
tee have been m.ade available to all pastors of our church­
es. Several copies of the detailed recommendations have 
also been sent to the pastors to be shared with the local 
church delegates to the General Conference in Winni­
peg. 

Based on the results of these studies, the committee has 
c.oncluded that merger between the North American Bap­
tist Ge.neral Conference and the Baptist General Confer­
ence is theoretically feasible. This conclusion was 
reached on the basis of the following: 

1. The ministry of both groups has evolved from an 
ethnic background. 

2. We both hold to historic Baptist distinctives. 
3· There !s similarity in organizational structures. 
4. ~here is great similarity in church polity and prac­

tice. 

5. ~oth groups promote a strong evangelistic and mis-
sionary program. 

Alt~ough we have concluded that merger is theoretically 
feasible, we do not feel it is advisable to enter into an 
actual plan of merger at this time for the following rea­
sons : 

1. ~h.ile our study was thorough it involved only a 
!united number of people in both groups. 

2. The conclusions drawn by the committee need to 
be tested in actual practice to see if potential prob­
lem areas will come to the surface. 

3
· The acquaintance of the people in the local church-
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es needs to be fos tered across denominational lines 
in order to overcome misunderstandings about each 
other. 

4 . Time is needed to make clear the direction of the 
Holy Spirit in this matter. 

Based on the recommendations by the committee, the 
General Council recommends that we have cooperation 
in an increasing number of mutua lly agreeable areas 
with the purpose of testing the feasibility of merger and 
evaluating the advisability of future merger. 

It is further suggested that this position be imple­
mented in the following ways : 

L ocal L evel 
1. Combined youth rallies and meetings 
2. Pastors meet jointly for fellowship and inspiration 
3. Pulpit exchange 
4. Joint special or evangelistic meetings 
5. Cooperative services for Thanksgiving, Good Fri­

day, etc. 
District or A ssociational L evel 

I . Christian Education workshops 
2. Camping programs and winter youth retreats 
3. Men's, Ladies', Pastors' retreats 
4. Campus chaplains 
5. Share inspirational speakers at camps, associations 

and conferences 
6. Benevolent ministries (reti rement homes, inner city 

ministry, etc. ) 
Conference Level 

1. Cooperation between seminaries 
2 . Japan mission churches to work together more 
3. Consider publishing joint devotional quarterly 
4. Consider publishing joint leadership training, mem­

bership training, Sunday school, youth and camping 
materials 

5. Share speakers at General Conference sessions 
6. Joint Youth Congress 
7. Coordinate surveys in the selection of church ex­

tension sites 
8. Referral of church families when moving to new 

areas 
The General Council also recommended that a com­

mittee be appointed by the moderator, in consultation 
with the executive secretary, which shall encourage co­
operative efforts in the suggested a reas and report its 
findings to the General Council and the General Confer­
ence. This committee shall be known as the Committee 
on Cooperative Christianity. 

T he Baptist General Conference Long R ange Planning 
Committee and the North American Baptist General Con­
ference Merger Study Committee agreed to issue the re­
spective statements of each committee simultaneously to 
all churches in both denominations. The following is 
the resolution which will be presented to the Baptist 
General Conference by their Long Range Planning Com­
mittee: 

" Based upon the evidence of our spiritual and doctrinal 
compatibility and our mutuality of mission, our conclu­
sion is that merger is feasible. 
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"We feel that continued cooperation should be devel­
oped wherever profitable to the common cause of minis­
try, regardless of the prospects of merger. 

" Further, it is our considered judgment that formal ac­
tion toward merger should be delayed until the cooper­
a tive efforts and further study indicate the practicality of 
structured merger." 

R ESTR UCTURING DISTRICTS, CONFERENCES 
AND ASSOCIATIONS 

The General Council appointed a committee to study 
the matter of districts, conferences and associations and 
to report its findings and recommendations to the 1970 
General Council meeting. The following are the com­
mittee members: 

Western District___ _________ ____ _______ ___ H. J. Wilcke (chairman) 
Central District ______ __________ Milton Hildebrandt (secretary) 
Central District _____ ___________________________________ __ Leland Friesen 
Eastern DistricL ___________ __ _____ ____ _______ __ ___________ Qscar Hiebner 
Northern District ______________________ __________ __________ F loyd Krieser 

Mod era tor --------- ---------------------------------------Stanley Johnson 
Vice-Moderator ___ ___ ____ _____________ ____ ________ _________ Aaron Buhler 
Chairman of Finance Committee __ ________ ___ .Edwin Marklein 
G. K. Zimmerman, David Draewell and John Binder 

I. A Brief Description of the Proposed Changes 

1. The associations shall become the basic unit for lo­
cal area fellowship, Christian outreach, and the 
achieving of General Conference objectives. Annual 
reports, including membership and financial statis­
tics heretofore provided to the denomination through 
the local conference shall be provided through the 
association. 

2. The General Council representatives shall be 
elected by the associations which will provide more 
representation from the cons tituency. This change 
will enlarge the present Council membership by 
approximately 10 members. 

3. Persons formerly elected by local conferences to 
serve on the Board of Missions and the General 
Christian Education Committee shall now be elect­
ed by the General Conference. In the p resent 
structure, the persons serving on the Roger Wil­
liams Press, Seminary and College Boards are elect­
ed in this manner. 

4. The present local conferences will no longer be 
a part of the General Conference organizational 
structure. However, areas may continue to have 
meetings for inspiration and fellowship, if they so 
wish. 

II. R easons for the Proposed Changes 

1. Some problems with the present structure 
( 1) There are significant overlappings of purpose 

and program between the local conference and 
association. 

(2) There are duplications of officers and commit­
tees within the local conference and associa­
tion. 
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( 3) There are too many similar kinds of meetings 
for pastors and concerned laymen to attend. 
~11 of these meetings require expenditure of 
t1:111e, effort, and money on the part of indi­
viduals, churches and the denomination. In 
the light of the desperately urgent needs in 
our world today, we must carefully examine 
these expenditures which seem too often sim­
ply to serve the organization of the denomina­
tion rather than to further its ministries. 

( 4) District Secretaries and other general workers 
~f .the d~nomination, in their attempt to par­
tl~1pate m the various meetings of overlap­
pmg organizations, are spread too thin to 
serve with high efficiency. 

( 5) Generally less than adequate attendance is 
found at present meetings, particularly those 
of the local conference. It is not unusual for 
attendance at an association to exceed that of 
a local conference. The geographic compact­
ness of associations seems to be the reason 
~or ~his. It is difficult to stimulate the partic­
ipation of an average layman in a local con­
ference meeting which may be held from 
200 to 1,000 miles away from his home. 

(6) There is great inequity in the present local 
confe~enc~ struct~re with respect to repre­
sentation m the life and organization of the 
denomination. Local conference church 
membership presently varies from 822 to 11 _ 
194. The number of churches in a loc~ l 
conference varies from 11 to 66. Annual 
denominational mission contributions among 
local conferences vary from $ 17,308.27 to 
$343,750.72 (1969-70 Fiscal year). Yet, 
e~ch. local conf~ren~e has equal standing 
w1thm the denommation and its organization. 

2. Some possible advantages of the proposed changes 

( 1) The prop?se~ changes will simplify the pres­
ent orgamzational structure. This will enable 
the average church member to understand 
more. easily the denominational organization 
and its way of operating. 

(2) Purposes of the present local conference will 
be served. more . a.deq.uately through greater 
membership part1c1pat1on in a geographically 
compact association structure. 

(3) Association representatives to the G 1 
C ·1 ill b enera ounc1 w e able to represent their smaller 
a~d more homogeneous constituency more 
fairly than present representatives can hope 
to do. 

( 4) The proposals will save considerable time, ef­
fort, and money for other more important as­
pects of God's work. 

( 5) These changes will strengthen the importance 
of the association which has best possibility 
of providing the members of our churches 

Dr. Frank H. Veninga (standing) giving his report to the 
General Council. 

with a more meaningful and accessible unit 
of service and fellowship in the denomina­
tion. 

III. Some Possible Concerns With the Proposed Changes 

1. Pastors and laymen will not become as intimately 
acq~ai~ted with the problems, successes, and ways 
of life Ill churches outside their association area as 
they are at present through the local conference 
structure. 
Answer: Generally, the people who attend local 
conferences today are pastors, their families and a 
limited number of denominationally loyal iaymen. 
These people are the ones who will also attend fel­
lowsh ip opportunities of a broader scope at Family 
Conferences and at the General Conference. 

2. If the proposed changes were adopted, there would 
be discontinuity with the statistical and historic rec­
ords of the past. 
Answer: The future vitality of the denomination 
cannot be held back simply to preserve a similarity 
of statistical reporting or h istoric format. 

3. The General Council would be too large if two rep­
resentatives from each association were members. 
Answer: There would be only one representative 
from each association in most cases on the General 
Council. This would still increase the size of the 
council, but the increase would not be unmanage­
able. 

4. Not all churches today are presently related to an 
association, but all are part of a local conference. 
Answer: This is true. It would not be difficult, 
however, for churches in an area to create new as­
sociations where none may now exist to serve in the 
place of local conferences. 

RECOMMENDATION 5. ALIGNMENT OF ASSO­
CIATIONS 

The ~e~eral Council recommends that the alignment 
of a~s?c1ations as outlined below be observed in de­
termmmg areas of accountability for each area secretary. 
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The General Council at its May 1970 session approved 
changing the title of "District Secretary" to "Area Secre­
tary." 

A. Eastern Area (43 churches) 
1. Atlantic Association _______ ___________________ l 8 churches 
2. Ontario Association ________ ·-------------.12 churches 
3. Weste~n. New York and Pennsylvania 

Association __ ______________________________________ 13 churches 

B. Great Lakes Area (57 churches) 
1. Ohio and Indiana Association _____ __ __ 9 churches 
2. Illinois Association ___________________ .. ___ ____ 13 churches 
3. Michigan Association ___ ___________________ _21 churches 
4. Wisconsin Association ___________ ____ ______ 14 churches 

C. Western Area (50 churches) 
1. Southern California Association _____ 8 churches 
2. Northern California Association _______ 6 churches 
3. Pacific Northwest Association ------·- 10 churches 
4. B.C. Association ____ ______ _____ __ _______ ________ l 5 churches 
5. Oregon Association ------------- ____ __ ______ 8 churches 

D. Northern Area (67 churches) 
1. Manitoba Association ___________ .... _____ l 5 churches 
2. Saskatchewan Association ___ , ________ l 7 churches 
3. Alberta Association ___ ____ __ ___ ________ ______ 35 churches 

E. South-Central Area (53 churches) 
1. Texas Association ___ ______ ·------------ __ __ 12 churches 
2. Oklahoma Association __ ___ _ ____________ 6 churches 
3. Kansas Association _______ ____ __ ___ ___________ l 3 churches 
4. Iowa Association _____________________________ l 3 churches 

5. Nebraska Association ------------------------ 5 churches 
6. Colorado Association --------·---·- ______ __ 4 churches 

F. North-Central Area (76 churches) 
1. Minnesota Association __________________ 11 churches 
2. Northern N.D. Association _________ _____ 18 churches 
3. Central Dakota Association ---- ·----- __ 32 churches 
4. South Dakota Association . ___________ ______ l 5 churches 

(The above al ignment of associations and churches is 
flexible and may be modified. ) 

RECOMMENDATION 6. APPOINTMENT OF AD­
DITIONA L AREA SECRETARIES. 

The mi nistry of the area secretaries has been an im­
portant factor in starting new churches, increas ing mem­
bership and mission contributions, assisting pulpit com­
mittees of pastorless churches, counseling with pastors 
and churches and promoting denominational objectives 
and program. The present Central and Eastern Districts 
are too large to be adequately served by the present 
number of District Secretaries. Therefore, the General 
Co~~cil recommen~s that two additional Area Secretary 
positions be established, the first position to be filled 
about January 1, 1971, the appointee to assume respon­
sibilit ies within the Central Area; the second position to 
be filled at an appropriate time to be determined by the 
General Council, the appointee to assume responsibili­
ties with in the present Eastern Area. (During the transi­
tion period the Wisconsin association shall remain in 
the North-Central Area and the remaining associations 
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shown as part of the Great Lakes Area shall be retained 
in the present Eastern District.) 

RECOMMEN DATION 7. ASSOCIATION AS BASIC 
AREA DENOMINATIONAL UNIT. 

The General Council recommends that the association 
become the basic unit through which denominational 
business shall be transacted and denominational objec­
tives achieved at the local level, thus associations shall 
elect representatives to the General Council and provide 
statistics and financial reports to the denominational of­
fice rather than the local conferences. A sample consti­
tution will be developed as a guideline to associations 
for implementation of these proposed changes. 

RECOMMENDATION 8. CRITERIA FOR ASSOCI-
ATION REPRESENT AT/ON ON GENERAL 
COUNCIL. 

The General Council recommends that an association 
or combination of associations shall qualify for one rep­
resentative on the General Council if it satisfies the fol­
lowing minimum size requirements: 1,000 members and 
five churches or 500 members and 10 churches. An as­
sociation will qualify for two representatives on the Gen­
eral Council if it satisfies the following minimum size re­
quirements: 3,000 members and 15 churches or 1 500 
members and 30 churches. ' 

RECOMMENDATION 9. CHAIRMEN OF GENER ­
AL COUNCIL COMMITTEES. 

Heretofore the General Conference Constitution pro­
vided that five members at large be elected by the Gen­
eral Conference to be voting members of the General 
Council. The five members were the chairmen of the F i­
nance Committee, Pension Fund Committee, Church 
Loan Fund Committee, Investment Committee and Con­
stitutional Change Committee. Instead of electing such 
offices at the General Conference, the General Council 
recommends that the chairmen of the following General 
Council committees become voting members of the Gen­
eral Council by constitutional provision: Stewardship 
Committee, Finance Committee, Investment Committee 
Pension Fund Committee, Church Loan Fund Committe~ 
and Constitutional Change Committee. 

RECOMMENDATION 10. GENERAL COUNCIL 
COMMITTEES COMPOSITION AND TERMS OF 
OFFICE. 

The General Council recommends the following mem­
bership composition and terms of office changes for G en­
eral C0tmcil committees: 12 Finance Committee mem­
bers for six-year staggered terms; 8 Pension Fund 
Committee members for six-year staggered terms· 6 
Stewardship Committee members for three-year te~ms 
with right of re-appointment after the lapse of one year. 
The General Council shall appoint the above committees 
upon nomination by a General Council nominating com-

(Continued on page J 5 ) 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Dr. Borchert: ... I'd like to know 
if the North American Baptist General 
Conference is a member of the N ation­
al Council of Churches? What is the 
function of the Baptist World Alliance? 
Do we ever donate money to the 
N.C.C. or its mission projects? .. . Mrs. 
G. S. 

Dear Mrs. G. S.: Your Jetter is repre­
sentative of questions of a number of 
people. Accordingly, let me try to an­
swer your questions first in terms of 
principle and then in terms of specific 
relationships. 

Unfortunately, there are some men 
who write and preach about other 
churches in very antagonistic ways, to 
such an extent that they literally equate 
others with antichrist. Such a spi rit is 
very foreign to Jesus who said "By this 
shall all men know that ye are my dis­
ciples, if ye have love one to another" 
(John 13: 35) and to Paul who said 
"What then? ... whether in pretense or 
in truth, Christ is preached; and I there­
in do rejoice ... " (Phil. 1:1 8). I 
would warn you then at the outset to 
be careful of anyone who is constantly 
finding faul t with others because he 
himself may evidence some of the spirit 
of antichrist. 

Nevertheless, it is important for us 
to know our stand on certain issues. 
But we must try to take our stand with 
due respect for others and we must al­
ways recognize that the poorest type of 
position is to suggest guilt by associa­
tion. Too many writers and preachers 

Address letters to Dr. Gerald L. 
Borchert, North American Baptist 
Seminary, 1605 S. Euclid Avenue, Sioux 
Falls, S. D. 57105. 
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have had this tendency. In other 
words, they do not take time to under­
stand another's views but they con­
demn them because the other's associ­
ates are not to their liking. I am sure 
you for instance have a number of as­
sociates in your own personal life with 
whom you would rather not be identi­
fied. Moreover, your church may join 
with a Catholic or purely secular group 
to work on an issue like preservation of 
the Lord's Day, or reduction of drug 
misuse. Does that mean that you agree 
with all of the other groups who are 
working on that issue. I think the an­
swer is obviously - NO 

Now as far as the North American 
Baptist General Conference is con­
cerned there is no need for a defence. 
Our officers have been very wise in 
leading the conference in its associa­
tions. The associations have always 
been evangelical in orientation because 
the spread of the gospel is our primary 
goal. The most recent association is 
that involving the Crusade of the Amer­
i~as. ~e are also involved in the Bap ­
tist Jomt Committee on Public Affairs 
because it is important that there is a 
powerfu! Baptist vehk_le for enunciating 
our heritage of religious liberty . We 
likewise a_re members of the Baptist 
World Alliance together with Southern 
Baptists and others to support the mis­
sion of the church throughout the 
"".'orld. A~d remember this organiza­
tion conta ins on_e of the largest group­
ings of evangelical Christians in the 
world. 

Some have c ritic ized the work of the 
B.W.A. b.ecause i_t contains Christians 
from behmd the iron curtain. 1 think 
we all should be grateful that it does 
and I have talked privately with a num~ 
ber of these believers. If their critics 
had to go _through as much to name the 
name Chrnt as they do I wonder ho 
many of the critics would be as fait:.. 
fu l to the Lord Jesus as these brethre 
are? n 

. Finally, as fa r as the National Coun­
cil and World Council are concerned 
o~r conference has not aligned itself 
with these. ~rganizations, because the 
general opm1on of the constituency . 
that neither alliances nor support (mo~~ 
ey or effort) should go in this direction. 

G. L.B. 0 

111'1 
111.11111111 
by Eileen Busenius 

Team 2 reporter 

Greetings from sunny California! 

Our churches in California gave us 
many varied experiences. We began in 
Elk Grove where the Rev. M. Bren­
ner is pastor. Many church members 
assisted us in our fruitful calling pro­
gram. Along with our church services, 
we participated in two area wide youth 
gatherings, where there was an aver­
age attendance of 130. 

On Feb. 22, at the Willow Rancho 
Baptist Church Sacramento, we had a 
service followed by a short fellowship. 

We have always enjoyed the chal­
lenge which comes along with church 
extension churches. Lincoln Village, 
Sacramento, was one of these. The av­
erage a ttendance for the services was 
approxima tely 85. Church m em bers 
were enthusiastic participants in our 
canvassing. The response was very re: 
warding: 108 prospects from the 31' 
contacts and 16 decisions were made. 

Forty-eight church members partici­
pated with us in an extensive calling 
program at Temple Bap tist, Lodi. We 
reported 126 prospects from the 220 
homes contacted. The three men of 
our team sang at the Boys' Brigade Fa­
ther-Son Banquet. There was a tremen­
dous d isplay of the projects which the 
boys had made. 

The community of our Swain Oaks 
Baptist Church, Stockton, offers a cha l­
lenge to the church members. He re we 
experienced our largest children's rallY 
with 64 present. 

The outstanding featu re at the First 
Baptist Church, Lodi, was the Youth 
Winter Retreat at a lodge near D odge 
Ridge. Our theme for the weekend 
was "Love" based on I Cor. 13. We 
had a relaxing and inspiring time in 
group and panel discuss ions, skiing, 
rubber tubing, and fellowship. The 
Sunday. morning message, "Jesus the 
R~vol ut1onary," was brought by J<~n 
Priebe, as was the evening message in 
Lodi. 

This concluded our ministry in tbe 
California churches. 0 
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Reaction 
Reaction was requested to the arti­
cle, What Do You Believe?, published 
in the April BAPTIST HERALD. Miss 
Cynthia Kremer, Linton, N .D., sent us 
her viewpoints on the opinions ex­
pressed by Rob and Ramona in this ar­
ticle. H er letter follows. 

Church. The reason Rob doesn't get 
anything out of church is because the 
churches nowadays are so liberal and 
social istic minded they worship the 
building itself, not God. T here is a 
God (Gen. 1: 1; Psa. 19: 1; John 1:1 ). 
Rob says he has seen no evidence of 
God. What about people living, grass 
growing, bi rds s inging . . . ? What 
would there be today if there were no 
God? Nothing! If there is no God 
where did we come from? We didn't 
just happ en. Gen. 1-4 tells how the 
world and everything in it was made 
- including man. Adam and Eve were 
the first living humans - made by God 
directly. People, any animal either for 
that matter, didn't evolve from some­
thing e lse. 

Govemment. If everyone had the 
" Love it or leave it" attitude time still 
wouldn't s tand still. No matter where 
the U .S. would have expanded, wheth­
er it was U.S. territory or if it was 
taken over by a stronger country be­
fore the U.S. was strong enough to de­
fend itself, eventually people would 
have had to move west. 

New Morality. Doing th ings as long 
as you don't get caught or nobody gets 
hurt doesn't make it right. Whatever 
you do, if it's wrong, isn't it bound to 
hurt someone sometime, even if not 
right away? There is no new morality. 
Sin is the same as it has always been. 
It probably is stronger now, but it was 
a sin yesterday, today and it will still 
be a sin tomorrow. He that knows to 
do good and does not do i~ sins. 
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Dissent. Attitude in the U.S. will only 
change with a change of heart and not 
by education through generations. 
Generation Gap. The generation gap 
is caused by the young generation's rul­
ing. If the older and more experienced 
would have authority over them, as it 
is supposed to be, there wouldn't be a 
so-called generation gap. 

Marriage. Marriage is for keeps ! When 
two people get married they take each 
other for better and for worse and do 
not quit whenever they feel like quit­
ting. Marriage is very important. Vows 
are promises to God and aren't sup­
posed to be and can't be broken. There 
is no such thing as divorce to God. 
Once vows are said they are to be kept. 
Living together without marriage is sin. 
Premarital sex is sin. (Heb. 13:4; Lev. 
2 1: 14; Lev. 22: 13.) 

Here 's an Idea 
Music a t camps and retreats is a must! 
The key to a good song time depends 
on the spirit of the leader. He should 
have enthusiasm and enjoy singing. 
Others will catch on. Use fun songs, 
folk songs and choruses. A leader, 
well-prepared physically and spiritual­
ly, can make your camp or retreat a 
great success. Some sources of music 
are : 

Songs for Fun and Fel!owship by 
William J. Reynolds and Cecil 
McGee. 35 cents. 

Songs for Fun and Fellowship No. 2 
by William J, Reynolds and Cecil 
McGee. 35 cents. 

Song Session Community Song 
Book, Remick Music Corporation, 
New York, N.Y. 75 cents. 

Cliff Barrows and the Gang, Lexicon 
Music, Inc., $1.50 

Ralph Carmichael I L ooked For Love 
(Songs and Arrangements for 
Youth Choirs) Lexicon Music, 
Inc. , $1.95 

A Time To Sing, Hope Publishing 
Co., 50 cents. 

"Now" Songs of Faith For a New 
Generation , Hope Publishing Co., 
50 cents. 0 

Rich Replies 
I noticed with interest that a Y outh 
Caucus has been scheduled for the Gen­
era! Conference. I hope that this time 
is to be used in a manner congruent 
with the tit!e; i.e. to discuss the policies 
of the conference as they concern the 
special interests of youth. 

It seems to me that if this is to be 
the purpose of this session, we should 
have time to study the policies. Will 
we receive the recommendations of the 
various councils and committees? What 
are the issues? A re we expect•d to 
make our own recommendations to the 
conference? Are we there to ask for 
"youth power?" H.H . 

You are correct; the Youth Caucus is a 
time for youth to express their opin­
ions in regard to the recommendations 
coming to the conference. Policies and 
future programming can also be dis­
cussed. 

The General Council recommenda­
tions appear in this issue of the BAPTIST 

HERALD. Extra copies of the recom­
mendations have also been sent to the 
churches. 

As far as expressing opinions to the 
conference, anyone can do so during 
the business sessions. If the youth as a 
group formulate a recommendation. 
this can be presented to the conference. 

The purpose of the Caucus is to give 
youth the opportunity to speak to the 
issues. Each young person will be there 
for his own reasons. 

" Everything must be done in a prop­
er and orderly way" ( I Cor. 14: 40) . 
(Send your questions to Rich Replies, 
BAPTIST HERALD, Box 6, Forest P ark, 
m. 60130.) D 

I 

"Ah, yes - The Young lody in the Third Row 
with the Bubble Gum." 
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by B. C. Schreiber 

FOR CHRIST AND COUNTRY. By 
Lambert C. Mims, Old Tappan, N. J. 
Revel l. $3.50. 

With little formal education the au­
thor has established the successful 
Mims Brokerage Company. With no 
previous political experience or interest 
he has become the youngest man ever 
to be elected mayor of the city of Mo­
bile, Alabama. 

Married at the age of seventeen he 
was helped by his wife's parents to 
own a grocery store. At twenty-one 
he was already running a large whole­
sale business. Alcoholism, however, 
soon led to bankruptcy. Later as a 
salesman he became acquainted with 
another representative who enjoyed 
drinking and carousing as much as he 
did. A startling change in his fr iend, 
who became a Christ ian, and his death 
through an accident, finall y led the au­
thor to his salvation. 

As mayor of Mobile he is trying to 
bring law and order into every area of 
need from a Christian perspective. 

His success so fa r seems to indicate 
that greater things are in store for him 
and for the state of Alabama. O 

THE CASE FOR BIBLICAL CHRIS­
TIANITY. By E. J. Carnel l. Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co. $3.50. 

The late author was associated wi th 
Fuller Seminary for many years, the 
last four years as president unti l his un­
timely death at 47. 

The best of his essays are incorpo­
rated in this volume and edited by Ron-
a) H. Nash. 

Although he makes the statement 
that there are no "giants" in the sight 
of God, Dr. Carnell can be considered 
as one of the outstanding analysts and 
apologists for Biblical Christianity in 
conservative theological circles. Bit­
terness and rancor had no room in his 
mind and heart when he engaged in 
debate and dialogue with non-conserva­
tives. His goal was unity rather than 
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divisiveness. Boldly he revealed the 
weaknesses of fundamentalism as well 
as the faJacies of liberalism. 

Speaking of the crowning error of 
fundamentalism he says that it enlisted 
the doctrine of the church in its quest 
for negative status. "While the doc­
trine purported to come from Scrip­
ture, scrutiny showed that it derived 
from the conviction that possession of 
truth is the same thing as possession of 
virtue. And since fundamentalists were 
in possession of truth, they a lone were 
vi rtuous enough to form the body of 
Christ. All other elements in the Chris­
tian community were apostate." 

Much of the book is centered on 
Billy G raham and Reinhold Niebuhr 
- extremes, to be sure. Niebuhr in­
sisting that Graham come to terms 
with contemporary man and contem­
porary sins ( race issue, for example); 
G raham insisting on personal and in­
dividual sin and salvation. 

A few more chapters are assigned to 
the clarifica tion of Niebuhr's view of 
Scripture and his criteria of verification. 

The chapter on Reflections on Con­
temporary Theology brings into focus 
the thoughts of Karl Barth, Paul Tillich 
and Orthodox Judaism. 

Jn conclusion Dr. Carnell leads the 
reader into a strong case for orthodox 
Christianity. 

One of the closing sentences seemed 
to strike my a tten tion: "We were alone 
when we entered the world, but when 
we leave it we shall feel the abiding 
presence of the Lord." ( Italics mine.) 
The contrast, J believe, is unrealistic. 
No one is more dependent than a new­
born baby. Any child who is left alone 
and abanduned is sure to die. 

This seems out of context when com­
pared with his painstaking grasp of de­
tails. However, this is no reflection on 
the book as a whole The essays are 
scholarly and stimulating. O 

God Is Too Much . By Joel Neder­
hood, Wheaton, Ill. T yndale House. 
$1.95. 

"Men tend to shop around from 
one religion to another, from one sect 
to another, or from one church to an­
other, until they find the kind of god 
that makes them feel comfortable. 
They are often very vague about what 
their god is like. But they usually ad­
mit that they have one and when life 
becomes unbearable, they even talk 
quite piously about him. 

"Men tend to make their gods in 
their own image . . . the God who 

really exists and who has revealed him­
self within the Bible is too much." 

Dr. Nederhood serves as the radio 
minister of the Christian Reformed 
Church on The Back to God Hour. 
The twenty short, but stimula ting mes­
sages a re based on an exposition of 
the Apostles' Creed. 

Eight Days that Rocked the World. 
By Wallace D. Chappell, Waco, Tex. 
Word Books. $2.95. 

Although it sometimes seems impos­
sible to say something new about the 
same old truths, it is su rprising how 
many new insights the man of God re­
ceives as he reads and studies and tries 
to live with Christ during the last eight 
days of H is life which we call the Pas­
sion Week. 

The author's short, pertinent chap­
ters have a way of holding the read­
er's attention, and at the same time 
giving him enough inspiration to branch 
out on his own. His chapter on The 
Great V psetter is particularly relevant 
to our generation. 

The Seve n Last Words. By Clem E. 
Bininger, Grand Rapids , Mich. Baker 
Book H ouse. $2.95. 

In preparation for Passion Week there 
are usually a number of ministers who 
like to review the last words of Christ 
on the c ross. Often it is difficult to 
find new inspi ration on subjects that 
have been worked over year after year. 
Dr. Bininger suggests some new truths 
and insights that may help the pastor 
in his own preparation for Easter. 

In referring to Jesus' words, " It is 
finished," the au thor entitles his dis­
course, "Secrets of Satisfied Living," 
stating that the secret of Christ's satis­
fied living lay in his sense of being 
charged with a task. 

Unless one has a particular love of 
poetry, the average minister or lay­
man may not look too favorably upon 
the author's too frequent use of it. 

BANQUET AND PARTY BOOK. By 
Joe H ulbert, Waco, Tex. Word Books. 
$4.95. 

Banquet and party commi ttees have 
no easy time. Trying to think of some­
thing new and original takes time and 
effort. 

The author has tried these ideas for 
banquets and parties and they worked 
for him. Their use still involves work, 
but with these basic ideas any church 
group can be reasonably assured of 
success in planning their various sea­
sonal banquets and parties. D 
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Dr. A. S. Fe/berg delivering the bacca­
laureate address at the McKeman 
church. 

The week-end of May 2-3, 1970, was a 
highlight in the lives of 63 students at 
the North American Baptist College, Ed­
monton, Alta., in that it marked the 
completion of another year o~ study, 
and the receiving of degrees, diplomas, 
certificates, and awards. 

The activities began on. Saturday 
evening with the Graduation Banqu~t 
in the beautifully-decorated Fellowship 
Hall of McKernan Baptist Church 
where the graduates, their parents, 
families, and friends gathered. As Rev. 
William Sturhahn, Northern D istrict 
Secretary, spoke, he shared some of 
the highlights of his ministry and his 
personal growth. 

On Sunday morning the group wor­
shipped in the sanctuary of McKernan 
Baptist Church, with the members and 
friends of the church. Dr. A. S. Fel­
berg, outgoing president of the Col­
lege delivered the baccalaureate ad­
dres~ "Life's Best Investment." The 
grad~ates were challenged to invest 
their lives in God's service, for only 
then would their lives have any lasting 
signi ficance. Dr. Felberg has served as 
president of the school for th7 past 
eleven years in a very able, de?1cat~d, 
and self-sacrificing manner. H is mm­
istry has been marked by many signifi­
cant advances for the College, and it 

The Rev. J. Walter Goltz is the registrar 
and Professor of missions, evangelism, 
homiletics, and sociology at the North 
American Baptist College. 
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N.A.B.C • 
Commencement 

by J. Walter Golz 

is with our sincere wishes for God's 
continued blessing 'upon their future 
ministry that the college family bids 
farewell to Dr. & Mrs. Felberg. 

The stately procession of dignitaries, 
faculty. and graduates began the Com­
mencement Exercises in the overflow­
ing chapel of North American Baptist 
College. Bringing the Commencement 
address, "A Life to Live and a Life to 
Give," was Dr. C. Howard Bentall, pas­
tor of the First Baptist Church of Cal­
gary, Alberta. H is message reminded 
the graduates of the claim of God upon 
their lives and of their sacred respon­
sibilities in the world in which they 
live. 

Dr. Felberg, as president of the 
school, presented the students with 
their certificates, diplomas, degrees, and 
awards. Six students received the 
ETI A Certificate and one student re­
ceived the ETI A Silver Seal Certifi­
cate. Nine students received the Senior 
Matriculation Oiploma. Thirty-one 
graduates received the Certifi.c~te in 
Christian Education in recognition of 
their successful completion of one 
year of Bible College. Completing two 
years of Bible College, and thus re­
ceiving the Diploma in Christian Edu­
cation, were four students. 

Completion of training for church­
related ministries was achieved by a 
humber of students. Mr . H einrich G o­
liath, who received the Diploma in 
Theology, is the pastor-elect of the 
German Baptist Mission Church in 
Winnipeg, Man. Five students com­
pleted the requirements for the Bach­
elor of Religious Education degree : Mr. 
David Follack, Mrs. Annie Goltz, Miss 
Amy Madden, Mr. Le Roy Moser, and 
Miss Betty Semke. The degree of Bach­
elor of Theology was conferred on five 
students : Mr. David Follack, who is the 
student pastor at Rabbit Hill Bapti~t 
Church, and who will continue his 
studies at the University of Alberta; 
Mr. Thomas Hughes, who is awaiting 
the leading of the Lord; Mr. Herman 

K t ke who is the pastor-elect of the 
es er ' M'll Al Wiesenthal Baptist Church, . I et, -

ta.; Mr. Le Roy Moser, w~o ~s the p~s-
1 t Of the New Le1pz1g Baptist tor-e ec 

Ch h New Leipzig, N.D.; and Mr. 
urc ' ill b h Cl de Zimbelman who w e t e ~s-

sisiant pastor of the Central Baptist 
Church of Edmonton, Alta. 

One of the highlights of the c~m-
ment Service was the conferring mence .. 

of the Doctor of Div1m~y Degre~ .on 
R W'lliam Sturhahn, m recognition ev. 1 . . 
of his outstanding service as a m1ni~­
ter of the gospel in the North Amen-

s t·ist General Conference, and can ap . f d 
f h. contributions m the field 0 e-

o IS • N th nominational administration as or -
ern District Secretary, as a represe~ta­

tive of the Immigration and Coloniza­
tion Society, and as Secretary . of the 
Northern Conference Centennial Ad-
vance Project. . 

This Commencement service marks 
the close of another era at North 
American Baptist Collt!ge. We than.k 
God for the accomplishme?ts o~ this 

but we look forward m faith to era, . th f 
even greater achievements m e u-

we Commend our graduates to tu re. 
God's grace and to ou~ churches for 
fruitful service in the vmeyard of our 
Lord. 0 
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Delegation Visits Baptist Churches 

• 
Ill 

Russia 

In Caljo Baptist Church, Tai/in. 1.-r. (back row): Pastor VoS11 , R ev. Oswald Tark, an 
Estonian pastor, Rev. Mathew Me/ink, an fatonian pastor. (fron t row): Mr. Joseph J. 
Arthurs, Dr. Murray Ford, Dr. F. H. Woyke, Rev. Adolf Klaupiks, Dr. Ivan A. Kmeta 
and Dr. John A. Lapp. by Dr. Frank H. Woyke 

Upon offici al invitation of the All-Union Council . of 
Evangelical Christians - Baptists of Moscow, a delegat10n 
of seven Baptists and three Mennonites from North Amer­
ica visited Russia during the period March 17-April 6, 
1970. 

Baptist members of the group were Dr. E dwin H . 
Tuller, general secretary, American Baptist Convention, 
of Valley Forge, Pa.; Mr. Joseph J. Arthurs, president, 
Baptist Federat ion of Canada, of Dauphin, Man.; Dr. Mur­
ray Ford, homiletics professor, McMaster Divinity Col­
lege, Hamilton, Ont. ; Dr. I van A. Kmeta, president, Rus­
sian-Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist Union, of Philaaelphia, 
Pa.; Dr. John A. Moore, European representative, South­
ern Baptist Convention, of Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzer­
land; Rev. Adolf Klaupiks of Quakertown, Pa., and Dr. 
F rank H . Woyke, associate secretary, Baptist World Alli­
ance of Washington, D.C. 

The delegation was divided into two sections, one 
group travell ing from Moscow to Volgograd, Tbilisi, Ba­
ku and Tashkert a nd the other to Kiev, R iga, T allin, Minsk 
and Leningrad. I was a member of the latter group. 

Not only in Moscow but in every city we visited, the 
leaders of the Baptist churches, as well as the congrega­
tions. welcomed us warmly a nd provided generous hos­
pitality. After we had been in Russia for a week, one 
member of our group remarked: "We have eaten only 
once since we came to this country - all the time!" Our 
hosts certainly out did themselves in providing for our 
needs. 

Dr. Frank H . Woyke is an associate secretary of the Baptist 
World A lliance, Washington, D .C. 
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What impressions did we rece ive from our fellowship 
with the churches in Russia? lt has al ready been wid~ly 
reported that churches are packed fo r the services, with 
about half of the people standing, and that the gather­
ings usually last for two hours or more. It is clear that 
one reason for the crowded churches is the fact that 
there are so few houses of worship availa ble. I a m per­
sonally convinced that the services would still be crowded 
even if there were twice as ma ny buildings available as 
are in use now. Why then do the Baptists not build or 
rent additiona l facilities? It must be remembered that 
there is still a great housing shortage in Russia and that 
churches do not have a high prio r ity in a country where 
the official ideology is atheistic. 

The services themselves a re deeply spiritual and emo­
tional. Congregational singing is slow but hearty. Many 
worshippers are eager to par ticipate in the season of 
prayer, a feature of every service. In a country where it 
costs much to be a Christian, worship and fellowship are 
precious privileges. 

It was most encouraging to notice that hundreds of 
young people were in attendance at most of the services, 
with vi rtually all of them standing through programs 
that were really adult oriented. With no Sunday schoo.Is 
or youth organizations permitted, how do churches win 

their young people? Part of the a nswer can perhaps be 
found in the preaching ministry, which is thoroughly ex­
pository in nature. But the real secret of winning the 
youth lies in the spiritual teaching provided in the homes. 
The priesthood of believers is taken seriously, and chi~­
dren learn to know the Bible and how to pray from the!I 
parents, both through instruction and by example. 
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Baptist congregations are strong and virile, in spite of 
the many restrictions that have been placed on their min­
istry - and they are growing. Can Christians in North 
A merica learn anything from this? Certainly at leas t 
this: that it is Jesus Christ who builds his church and that 
he is not bound to any one pattern or program. Numer­
ous and beautiful houses of worship and a wide variety 
of organizations, helpful as they often prove to be, are 
no t absolutely indispensable; what is essential is genuine 
commitment of God's people to their Lord and a will ing­
ness to live a nd witness for him. 

There are other Christian groups active in Russia to­
day. The largest of these is the Russian Orthodox Church, 
for a long time the established church in the country. 
Roman Catholics are largely concentrated in the Li thu­
a nian Republic with Lutherans found primarily in Latvia 
and Estonia . We were cordially received by several Lu­
theran bishops as well as by an Orthodox bishop in Zag­
orsk, where a theological seminary and the central of­
fices of the church are located. Baptists today maintain 
cordial relations with all of these groups. 

General conditions in Russia appear to be favorable. 
Although food is perhaps no t available in as great a va­
riety as in North America, the people are well fed and 
clothed. Automobiles are obviously in short supply, but 
public transportation of all types is ava ilable at very rea­
sonable rates. Much housing is being constructed, and 
there is hope that the shortage can be eased soon. D 

Communion served to packed house at Baptist Church in 
Le11i11grad. 

Recommendations from the General Council 

to the G eneral Conference 

(Continued from page 9) 

mittee consisting of the following: General Conference 
Moderator, a representative designated b~ and from the 
Finance Committee, Pension Fund Committee and Stew­
ardship Committee. 

July 1970 

RECOMMENDA TION 11 . BOARD OF MISSIONS 
The General Council recommends that the General 

Conference elect 12 members at large, from the six areas 
as much as possible, ( 6 ministers, 6 laymen of whom at 
least two are to be women) as the Board of Missions. 

RECOMMENDATION I 2. GENERAL CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 
The General Council recommends that the General 

Conference elect six members at large (3 ministers or 
D.C.E., and 3 laymen) for the three-year terms as the 
General C hristian Education Committee. 

RECOMMENDATION 13. R OGER WILLIAMS 
PRESS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
The General Council recommends that the General 

Conference elect six members at large (3 ministers and 
3 laymen ) for three-year terms as the Board of T rustees 
of the Roger Williams Press. 

RECOMMENDATION 14. SCHEDULE FOR ADOPT­
ING PROPOSED CHANGES 

1. August 4-9, 1970 
- General Conference acts on the proposals of the 

General Council. 
-All General Conference personnel and committees 

are elected according to the new plan. 
2. Fall of 1970 

- Associations appoint necessary committees to de­
term ine their purpose and function based on guide ­
lines provided in a sample constitution. 

3. 197 1 
-All local conferences implement the plans approved 

by the General Conference. Procedura~ guidelines 
will be provided. The General Council represen­
tatives which have been elected by the local con­
ferences shall serve until the day prior to the 1972 
a nnual Council meeting. 

-Associations will revise constitutions and elect nec­
essary officers including representatives to the 1972 
Council meeting. 

4. 1972 
- General Council meets with its new composition. 
-Associations function with revised constitutions. 

RECOMMENDATION I5. ELECTION PROCE-
DURES FOR SA LARIED PERSONNEL. 
At the 1967 General Conference a committee was 

appointed to study the election procedure for salaried 
personnel elected at the General Conference. U pon 
recommendation of the Election Procedure C ommittee. 
the General Council recommends that the Nominating 
Committee need not obtain more than one name for each 
position on the ballot when the candidate is an incumbent, 
salaried, elected officer; and that the Balloting Commit­
tee be instructed to make provision on the ballot (when 
there is only one candidate on the slate) , next to the 
name of the candidate, for a place to vote for the candi­
date (yes ) and a place to vote aga inst the candidate 
(no). D 
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Christian Education 
Seminar 

Discovery and Change was the theme 
of the first Christian Education Semi­
nar sponsored by the Department of 
Christian Education of the North Amer­
ican Baptist General Conference. It 
was held April 14-15, 1970, at the con­
ference office in Forest Park, Ill. The 
program included guest speakers, dis­
cussions, demonstrations, sharing of 
ideas and times of fellowship. 

Evening speakers included Mr. Hu­
bert Pitt, principal of Proviso East High 
School, Maywood, Ill., and Dr. E. A. 
Jenkins, associate professor of Chris­
tian education of the Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Oak Brook, III. 

Mr. Pitt's topic was "Values: the 
Public High School and Youth Cul­
ture." He cited such things as parental 
promiscuity, affluence, broken homes, 
drugs, lack of pride, and peer group 
cohesiveness and influence as contribu­
tants to the breakdown of traditional 
values. He stated that church leaders 
need to be seen in school and at school 
events and need to provide guidelines • 
for youth in the activities and oppor­
tunities they provide. 

Dr. Jenkins centered his remarks on 
projections and characteristics of Chris­
tian education away from the tradi­
tional mode. He emphasized that ( 1) 
education is a lifetime proposition in, 
and out of, the classroom; (2) we 

Miss Dorothy Pritzkau is the editor of 
Christian education literature for the 
North American Baptist General Con­
ference. 
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by Dorothy Pritzkau 

need to create new educational set­
tings and methods; (3) the clinical 
method needs to be developed to train 
leaders in the church. 

Inspirational speakers included the 
Rev. Leo Reck, pastor of the First Bap­
tist Church, Bellwood, Ill., and the Rev. 
Warren Benson, regional director, Gos­
pel Light Publications, Wheaton, Ill. 

Reactions by Christian educators 
present included these remarks. ''I'm 
going home with a greater sense of 
dedication to serve in the area to which 
God has called me." "New ideas are al­
ways helpful, but I suppose the most 
important way the seminar helped me 
was to confirm again the value of a 
ministry of Christian Education and to 
help me see how I can have a valuable 
part in that ministry." "The Seminar 
has helped me to step back and take a 
comprehensive view of my ministry." 
"A 'shot-in-the-arm' - challenge and 
stimulation." 

Christian educators attending the sem­
inar were Mr. and Mrs. Fredolf Ander­
son, Benton Harbor, Mich.; the Rev. 
Wayne Bibelheimer, Anaheim, Calif.; 
the Rev. James DeBoer, Vancouver, 
B.C.; Mr. Jerry Hackett, Anaheim, 
Calif.; Mr. David Howard, Lansing, 
Mich.; the Rev. Kenneth Howe, Bur­
lington, Iowa; Mrs. Elenora Robbins, 
Portland, Ore.; the Rev. Robert Rad­
cliffe, Grosse Pointe Woods, Mich.; the 
Rev. Dale Sherry, Warren, Mich.; the 
Rev. Bernard Thole, Tacoma, Wash.; 
and Miss Marie Wagenaar, Kankakee, 
m. D 

North American Baptist 
Seminary Announces 
Bible Lands Study Tour 
One of the wonderful things about the 
day in which we live is the opportunity 
to travel. Jet transportation has made 
it possible for many to see places about 
which their parents only dreamed. 

You are invited to join us in such a 
dream-come-true; a visit to some of 
the lands into which God chose to send 
his Son. Dr. Gerald L. Borchert, Dr. 
Benjamin H. Breitkreuz and the Rev. 
Donald Miller plan to lead such a tour 
for 15 days, Jan. 7-21 , 1971. 

The very thought of such an experi­
ence is breathtaking! Think of walk­
ing through the Garden of Gethsemane 
where Jesus prayed the night before his 
crucifixion ... Feel the throb of the 
pilgrims' lament at the Wailing Wall . · · 
Rub shoulders with merchants plying 
their wares as they have for centuries 
. .. Visit the caves of the recently dis­
covered Dead Sea Scrolls .. . Enjoy a 
stroll along the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee ... Climb Mars Hill where Paul 
preached his famous Athenian sermon 
... Drive along the banks of the Nile 
River near the place where Pharaoh's 
daughter found the baby Moses . · · 
View the Lebanese center of pagan wor­
ship during Bible times . . . See the 
Catacombs, the Colosseum and the 
Mamertine prison in Rome from which 
Paul possibly wrote several of our 
New Testament books. 

On-the-spot lectures by Drs. Borchert 
and Breitkreuz will provide in-depth 
study opportunities which will greatly 
enhance the value of such a tour. Aca­
demic credit will be available. The 
tour, part of the Seminary's newly de­
signed January Term, is open to all stu­
dents, pastors, laymen and friends of 
the Seminary. However, in order to 
make this a very personal experience 
for all participants, the size of the 
group will definitely be limited. 

The cost, $797, from New York 
back to New York, includes transpor­
tation , meals, hotels, (twin-bedded 
rooms with bath ) and basic tips. A 
colorful brochure with complete de­
tails is available upon request. An ex­
perience such as this could make the 
Bible come alive to you as never be­
fore. We'd like to think that it might 
be an opportunity of a lifetime. 

Write to the R ev. Donald N. Miller, 
N orth American Baptist Seminary, 1605 
S. Euclid Ave., Sioux Falls, S. D. 
57105 0 

BAPTIST HERALD 

Board 
of Missions 
Appoints 
18 New­
Missionaries 

The members of the North American 
Baptist General Conference Board of 
Missions at its annual sessions, April 
21-24, 1970, is pictured above. Dr. 
Richard Schilke, general missionary 
secretary, is standing and Mr. Henry 
Fluth, last year's chairman, is seated to 
the right of Dr. Schilke. The Board of 
Missions, appointed the following 18 
new missionaries to Cameroon and one 
to Nigeria ( 8 regular and l 0 short 
termers): 

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Baab of Ben-
ton Harbor, Mich. 

Miss Wilma A. Binder of Beulah, N .D. 
Miss Mary June Miles of Capac, Mich. 
Miss Jean M. Berkan of Raymore, 

Sask. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerhard Wirzba of Leth­

bridge, Alta. 
Miss Esther Schilberg of Hobbs, New 

Mexico, (for Jos, Nigeria) 
*Miss Rose Herke of Vancouver, B.C. 
*Mr. Gerhart Pahl of Edmonton, Alta. 
*Miss Susan Ruth Krier of Wilming-

ton, Del. 
*Miss Kathryn A. Kroll of Colfax, 

Wash. 
*Miss Martha L. Schaer of Waukon, Io­

wa 
*Mr. Larry J. Scheffler of Madison, 

Neb. 
*Mr. and Mrs. Dale W. Wilcke of Mon­

mouth, Ore. 
*Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smith of Kala­

mazoo, Mich. 

( *Short termers) 

July 1970 

by Henry Fluth 

Observations 
of a layman 

Visiting Cameroon 
After spending several days in Paris 
and Rome, we arrived in Africa on De­
cember 11 , 1969 to tour our mission 
fields in Cameroon and in the Mambil­
la country of Nigeria. 

While it is not possible to recount all 
of our rich experiences, I do want to 
share some observations of the won­
derful workings of our God. And here 
superlatives seem feeble. It is glorious­
ly evident that H is hand of blessing is 
mightily upon the work and witness of 
our missionaries and our African 
brethren. I am amazed at the capa­
bilities and skills of our dedicated mis­
sionaries. They are given enablement 
for every task. They are beloved of 
the Africans, and they also deeply love 
them. 

It is gratifying to see that African 
Christians are prepared for opportuni­
ties of responsible leadership. Many 
have shown considerable potential and 
effective performance in education and 
administration . The church leaders and 
pastors are diligent and dedicated in 
their ministries. 

Our lives were enriched in the in­

ter-personal relationships of working 
with the Christians on committees and 
also in routine tasks such as pipe fit­
ting, carpentry, and general mainte­
nance repairs. We have an abiding love 
for many new friends who are render­
ing a great service to their God. 

Most of our time was spent at Ba­
menda and Mbingo. In December we 
were thrilled to be at the conference 
of all our missionaries. This was a 
week of delightful pre-heaven fellow­
ship. Another week in February was 
given to subcommittee sessions of the 
operating Field Committee and then 
the final consolidation of Cameroon 
Field Committee reports and recom-

Mr. Henry Fluth of Minneapolis, Minn., 
served as chairman of the Board of 
Missions of the North American Bap­
tist General Conference during the Last 
two years. 

mendations to the Board of Missions. 
I was invited to speak at our secon­

dary schools and mission stations where 
I was happy to express the supportive 
interest and best wishes of the denom­
ination. Everyone of our missionaries 
wishes to be remembered to every in­
tercessor warmly, with the assurance, 
that we are lifted in their hearts be­
fore God. 

The winter spent at our leprosy set­
tlement wi ll always be a blessed mem­
ory. The lepers are cleansed, and the 
Gospel is preached to the poor. 

How precious is the presence of God 
in the time of sorrow. I was at Ba­
menda when the report of Gary 
Schroeder's death came, having had 
lunch there that very noon. The evi­
dence of sustaining grace was a mani­
festation of how wonderfully He loves 
and cares for His own. 

Again, as on our tour of four years 
ago, we were privileged to visit the 
Warwar field. The work here, too, is 
prospering and this is in spite of some 
delay in the start of construction of our 
new hospital at Gembu. The harvest 
time is now in that area. One pastor 
tells of four Christians who wanted to 
start a new church in their village. In 
the course of one year there were add­
ed 22 souls by baptism. I believe the 
time is now to extend our efforts in 
mission outreach. The medical work 
is a great demonstration of the com­
passion of Christ. 

Our stay in the Cameroon was 
extended somewhat due to several post­
ponements of the date of the educa­
tional transfer ceremony. After rep­
resenting the Board of Missions at this 
function we returned to Minneapolis 
on March 17, 1970. 

How many times we wished that ev­
ery North American Baptist could see 
what our God has brought into being 
because our people have prayed and 
tithed. We have seen the answers to 
prayer. We have seen the dividends of 
our investments, and the Christ hon­
oring service of our missionaries. O 
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by Mrs. Herbert Hiller 

PASTORS' WIVES 
AT WINNIPEG 

by Mrs. Willis Potratz, Lodi Calif., 
Pastors' Wives' Fellowship 
president 

"I thank my God upon every remem­
brance of you ... for your fe llowship 
in the gospel . . . being confident of 
this very thing, that he who hath be­
gun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 
1: 3-6). These verses sp~ak clearly of 
that which we as pastors' wives feel 
toward one another. Each time we a re 
privileged to meet the bonds of Christ 
are strengthened through our fe llow­
ship in sharing spiritual needs and joys. 

With keen anticipation of seeing you 
in Winnipeg the program is being 
planned for the Pastors' Wives Break­
fast on Friday, Aug. 7, 7 a .m. We are 
to be guests of the McDermot Avenue 
Baptist Church. This is to be an infor­
mal meeting where we can share some 
spiritual blessings and ideas that will 
help us to do "greater works than 
these ... " in our homes and churches. 
Have you recently had a program with 
an intriguing theme you might share 
with other women? Do you have an 
especially attractive program or pro­
gram cover that could stimulate the 
rest of us? How about an attractive 
centerpiece that you could display or 
maybe a new recipe that would meet 
the need for an easy but adequate re­
freshment? If you have any ideas which 
the officers could present please send 
them to Mrs. Willis Potratz, 530 S. 
Rose Street, Lodi. Cali f. 95240, by July 
15th. Perhaps some suggestions could 
be brought to the breakfast in Winni­
peg in mimeographed form, with at 
least 150 copies, that each guest may 
receive one. There may not be suffi­
cient time to discuss all the worthwhile 
ideas, but we can share these through 
a printed page. Any suggestions which 
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you may submit now or bring to the 
breakfast to help us in ministering 
more effectively as pastors' wives will 
multiply your service for the Lord. 

The breakfas t program will a lso in­
clude special music and other spiritual 
'' treats." O 

GLIMPSES 
OF BAPTIST WORK 
IN THE U.S.S.R. 

by Mrs. Alphonz Lamprecht, 
Ridgewood, N. Y. 
Atlantic Conference W.M.U. 
president 

Sixteen days in the U.S.S.R.! Now it 
seems like a dream, but at the time 
the days were so full each seemed like 
a week. My husband and I visited 
Moscow, Kiev, Yalta, and Leningrad. 
We experienced a certain amount of 
apprehension in going to Russia, for 
my husband was born there and as a 
clergyman he is interested in the religion 
of that country. Because we were on 
a tour, I feel we had certain liberties 
and freedom which we would not have 
had traveling alone, and any fears 
proved to be in vain; although our de­
si re to visit churches was known, no 
effort to hinder us was made. The 
high point in our trip was attending 
the Baptist church services in Moscow 
and Leningrad. 

Religion is not a part of the Com­
munis t philosophy. In fact the govern­
ment ru ling is that no one under 18 is 
allowed membership in a church or 
religious organizat ion. No one under 
18 is even allowed to attend church 
services. The Communists feel that by 
itself rel igion will die out in the lives 
of the people, especially if youth are 
denied membership and training. But 
from experiences we had, the faith and 
soul of the Russian people are still very 
much alive. 

It was on a Tuesday afternoon that 
we took a cab to the Baptist church in 
Moscow. The bui lding outside was 
much like an apartment building. We 
were immediately taken to the o'llce 
where we met the p astor and his assis­
tants. The building also houses the of­
fices of the organization of evangelical 
Christians for all of U.S.S. R., namely, 
the All-Union Conference o f Evangel­
ical Christian-Baptists. Several mem­
bers as well as the pastor spoke Eng­
lish so we had no problem of com­
munication. In both Moscow and Len­
ingrad the name of Dr. Frank Woyke 
brought smiles of recognition from the 

pastors and assistants. We were shown 
around the building and told that there 
was a service that evening at 6: 30. Six 
services are held each week, on Tues­
day, Thursday, Saturday, and three on 
Sunday. By 5: 30 the seats were be­
ginning to be taken and by the time 
the service began a ll seats were taken 
and all over the church people stood 
lining the sides and the aisles for the 
whole two-hour service. An interpre­
ter was provided but there was a Pen­
tecostal pastor from Japan visiting the 
service also and the interpreter sat be­
tween my husband and the other visi­
tor. So I concentrated on statistics. I 
figured about 800 people to be in at­
tendance which was substantiated by 
the interpreter. The service included 
three sermons, five choir anthems by 
the Youth Choir (50 voices from the 
age of 18 to about 30), scripture read­
ings, and prayers. Most of the congre­
gation were women. Even though we 
could not unders tand the language, 
music and the singing was something 
we could understand and appreciate 
and it was an experience I'm sure we 
will never forget. It was powerful 
singing - seemingly from the depths 
of the soul - slow and sustained. I 
wish we had had a tape recorder -
great emotion came over us. In fact , 
there seemed to be a great outpour­
ing of sincere emotion on the part of 
most of the worshippers. One of the 
congregational songs was "Nearer My 
God To Thee." One hymn tha t both 
Moscow and Leningrad churches sang 
was " Pass Me Not 0 Gentle Saviour." 
It was sung so much slower than we do 
that it took several verses to recognize. 
I 'm sure the words and thought must 
have special meaning for the Russians 
- "while on others Thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by." In Moscow our 
names were read off as vis itors and ev­
eryone stood as a form of greet ing. 
We were asked to remember them in 
prayer. 

The service in Leningrad included 
Communion and lasted two and a half 
hours. The building was typical Russian 
church architecture - perhaps smaller 
than the one in Moscow, but even more 
packed. People were standing a ll over 
- down the middle aisle, everywher~. 
There were two sermons and six choir 
an thems, and more of the sustained 
congregational singing with free 
rhythm. During Communion those who 
felt fit to take it stood and received 
the bread and wine. 

We were left with many thoughts and 
questions regarding this large and com­

( Continued on page 22 ) 

BAPTIST HERALD 

HOME 
BIBLE 
CLASSES 

by Bruce A. R ich 

" I don' t want home Bible classes start­
ed in mv church. They divide the con­
gregatio~.'' There is some basis for 
people feeling this way, but it need not 
be so. A good home Bible class sho.uld 
have evangelism as its primary obicc­
tivc and be coordinated through the 
church. It may be based on six as­
sumptions: 

1. The ministry of the church is the 
responsibi lity of every bel!ever. 

2. The church's minis try mcludes 
leading un believers to salvation. 

3. Unbel ievers will not be reached 
unless someone confronts them 
with the Word of God. 

4. They, for the most part. must be 
reached outside the church. . 

s. Laymen arc effecti ve comn:iurnca­
tors of God's Word to their asso-
ciates. . 

6. Informal setting of the home 1~ a 
natural and useful place to begm. 

b · per-With the primary purpose emg d 
. t ·cally locate sonal evangelism. s tra egi for 

homes in the area to be reached 
Christ should be selected as the . ~eet-

. ·t d to part1c1pate ing places. Those mv1 e u 
in the Bible class should not be a g;o p 
of C hris tian friends. but persons romd 

. d ho have a nee the ne1ghborhoo w . bout 
and interest in knowing more a 
Christ. 

. I · the general The R ev. Bruce A. Ric 1 is . 
N I Am erican Bap-secretary of the ort 1 I 

Department o tist General Conference, 
Christian Education. 

July 1970 

Leadership 
Coordination of the Bible classes 

might be by direct supervision of the 
pastor or a qualified layman on the 
board of deacons. In either case, the 
pastor will want to identify wi th the 
leaders of the group to counsel and 
guide them. In addition to the super­
visor, each group will need a qualified 
leader from the church and a host and 
hostess. The group leader, or teacher. 
generally should not be the host. The 
host and hostess may be members of 
the church, or it may be necessary to 
use some non-members or non-Chris­
tians in a particular neighborhood. In 
either case, they should have contac1 
with unsaved persons. 

Getting Started 

Make the home Bible class a matter 
of prayer. Be convinced of the worth 
of the class and have the commitment 
to fo llow through. 

Although the class is church-related, 
it is probably better to keep this fact 
in the background in order to reach 
people for Christ, without getting them 
involved in a discussion a bout the be­
lie fs of a particular church. 

It is most advisable to have classes 
for couples, or for men, rather than 
for women only. Provide Bibles for 
those who have none. Those who a re 
Catholic wi ll appreciate having a Con­
fraternity edition available. Also pro­
vide ashtrays for those who feel more 
comfortable while smoking. If we are 
going to reach non-C hristians, we 
should not al ienate them by condemn­
ing habits of thei rs with which we do 
not agree. 

Bible study classes generally meet 
once a week and are limited to a max­
imum of one hour. At the close of the 
hour, the host and hostess should be 
ready to serve light refreshments. Keep 

the meetings informal, cordial and un­
churchy. After learning names and hav­
ing newcomers sign the guest book, the 
sessions may start with a short, simple 
prayer seeking God's direction. 

The Bible Study 
There are various approaches to 

conducting a Bible study class. Some 
may prefer using only the Bible, ques­
tions and answers, and discussion. Oth­
er classes may choose to use a study 
book or a study book and leader's 
guide. The leader should. di~ect the 
class to Scriptures that h1ghhght the 
Gospel message of salvation. Groups 
will often begin with the study of the 
Gospel of Mark or John and then 
move on to other books in which they 
are interested. 

Principles 
The following principles summarize 

the general a pproach to a home Bible 
class. 

t . Meet in the neighborhood which 
you are trying to reach. 

2. Keep the meet ing non-sectarian . 
3. Keep the group searching and 

finding the correct answers in the 
Word of God. 

4. Don't pressure or embarrass un­
saved guests. 

5. As the group grows. divide into 
smaller groups so that a group 
does not exceed ten to fifteen 
members. 

6. Talk to guests about Christ in a 
natural way while fe llowshipping 
over refreshments. 

7. Evaluate each session. 
8. P lan. Know your objective and 

how to get there. 

Resources 
How to Conduct Home Bible Classes 

by Albert Wollen, Scripture Press. 
How to Start a Neighborhood Bible 

Study, Neighborhood Bible Studies. 
Box 222. Dobbs Ferry. N.Y. 10522. 

Leaders Guide to an Effective Home 
Bible Study Ministry by Van C. 
Elliott, F irst Baptist Church, Wayne. 
M ichigan. 

Bible Discussion Groups available from 
Billy Graham Association. Organi­
zational guide book and several study 
guides are available. 
Those using a book in addition to 

the Bible will find that many publishers 
have a variety of study books. Two 
specializing in a question-answer ap­
proach are the Bible Study Fellowship. 
5133 Foothill Blvd., Oakland, Calif. 
94601 and Through the Bible Publish­
ers, 4032 Swiss Avenue, Dallas, Tex. O 
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THE PROBLEM OF SIN 
July 26, 1970 
Scripture: Gen. 3:1-15 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: God in grace 
offers forgiveness and freedom to flee­
ing sinners. 

INTRODUCTION: Speculation about 
how things would be if Adam had not 
sinned is worthless. Here we are told 
only how the disharmony among men 
and between men and the universe and 
between men and God began. This in­
cident also pictures the nature of our 
personal rebellion. Ironically, sin seems 
unavoidable, the necessary consequence 
of man's freedom of choice. 
I. GREED (3:1-6). Sin declares that 
God does not want the best for us; it 
accuses him of withholding happiness 
from us; it claims that we can treat 
ourselves better than he would. Sin 
desires to know what God knows; it 
denies him his proper authority. Sin is 
essentially a challenge against God; it 
presumes a knowledge and ability 
greater than God's. We are responsi­
ble for our sin, whatever excuses we 
may make - whether we deceive an­
other, or persuade another, or heed de­
ception or persuasion ourselves. The 
effect of sin is to cause us to function 
differently than God designed us and 
that produces life-destroying disharmo­
ny. 
II. GUILT (3:7-10). Our shame and 
guilt ~eep us from fellowship with God ; 
the smner flees from him. With hor­
ror our first parents realized they were 
unfit to be with God. They tried to con­
c~al with leaves a corrupted heart; they 
tried to avoid being discovered. We, 
too, try to conceal our sin and shame 
and to avoid God with our piety, or 
"honesty," or criticism, or immorality; 
we try to deceive ourselves into believ­
ing sin isn't sin. But God does not al­
low. us to enjoy our pathetic self-de­
ception; repeatedly he calls us to him­
self and ex~racts the painful, fright­
~ned confession which brings us back 
mto fellowship. 

III. ~~C:E (3:9-15). Discovering 
the h1dmg sinners, God graciously offers 
renewed fellowship and promises to fi­
n~lly destroy the influence of sin. We 
mistake this "first gospel" if we assume 
that Adam ~r Eve or Moses or Samuel 
understood it as it is revealed and ex-

T~1ese l~ssons, prepared by the Rev. 
David Priestley, Junction C't K 
are b d 1 y, an ., 

ase on International Sunday 
'ichool Lessons; the International Bible 
Lessons for Christian Te h. C . h © ac tng, opy-
rig t c 1970 by the comm 'tt h .

1 
1 ee on t e 

Um orm Series. 
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plained in Christ's resurrection. They 
could not know the thousands of years 
their sin would contaminate. But of 
victory they could be certain, and for 
their lifetime they worshipped God in 
the hope of perfectly renewing the fel­
lowship they had so foolishly discard­
ed. 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
I. Outline the serpent's temptation to 
see how the same tricks deceive you. 
2. How can we say the story of the 
fall is a story of grace? D 

THE FRUIT OF JEALOUSY 
August 2, 1970 
Scripture: Gen. 4:1-15 
CENTRAL THOUGHT. God does 
not withhold all his grace from the un­
repentan t but repeatedly gives them a 
chance to turn back. 
INTRODUCTION. The incidents of 
these first chapters present an increas­
ing prevalence and violence of sin. 
H ere a man who spoke with God face 
to face murdered his brother. 
I. T HE J EALOUS HEART (4: 1-5). 
From the increase God gives them from 
their l a.b~r the t~o brothers brought 
thanksgiving offenngs as their father 
must have taught them. Cain's offering 
was outwardly as acceptable as Abel's· 
but hi~ attitude contradicted his action '. 
Worship m ust be sincere; sacrifice with­
out self-surrender s tinks (Amos 5 :21 _ 
23). Cain's reaction to God's refusal 
~hows how falsely he made his offer­
ing (cf. Prov. 21 :27). Worship is al­
ways ~f the heart, even though out­
ward ntuals may be used to express it 
(I Sam. 15:22 ; Matt. 9: 13; Isa. 1:10-
19 ; J~. 4:23 f .; Mic. 6:6-8; Psa. 51: 7 ). 
. It is part of the perverted logic of 

s 1 ~ that we destroy others for our own 
failures. Rather than reexami·n· h' 

If . . mg 1m-
se and turmng m sorrow to God C . 
smashed the reminder of his ow' atn 

n un-

fitness. How often we cover up and so 
compound our guilt instead of falling 
in repentance before God. 
II. THE SEEKING GOD (4:6-15). 
All God's words are addressed to Cain, 
just as in the garden he had sought out 
Cain's frightened parents. Always he 
calls the sinner; he never gives up t ry­
ing. Punishment follows, but even that 
is tempered by grace. D espite his ob­
vious impenitence, Cain receives mer­
cy. God graciously preserves him from 
any zealous, self-appointed execution­
er and guardian of God's honor. The 
mark of Cain is a sign of grace, a llow­
ing Cain such friends as he could find 
and giving him further chance to re­
pent. 
NOTE. Literalistic questions of where 
Cain got his wife, scientific questions 
of where Neanderthal man fits in a re 
unanswerable for two reasons. a) 
Archaeologists have not found enough 
material evidence to reconstruct the 
history of civil~zation with absolute 
~ertai.nty; even Scripture fa ils to fully 
1llummate the shadowy times before 
Abraham. b ) More important the 
Bible records what God has re~ealed 
about himself; it is a theological book. 
Only the theology of Genesis J-11 
should receive our main attention 
Geology, biology, paleontology and th~ 
rest . are presently unable to help us 
cl~nfy the questions Genesis was not 
w~1tten to answer; and we dare not 
misuse these chapters to rewri te the 
texts which describe the message of 
God's other book - the universe. 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. If you could hear it, what would 
God say abou t your "worship"? 
2. Are we quicker to point the accus­
ing finger or apply some punishment 
than to 'offer the lost God's gift of 
life? O 

JUDGMENT AND PROMISE 
August 9, 1970 
Scripture: Gen. 6: 5-8, 13 f. ; 7 : I, 4 f.; 
9:8-13 
CENTRAL THOUGHT. The rainbow 
reminds the believer of God's wrath 
against sin and of his faithful word. 
INTROD UCTION. From Cain's mur­
der through Lamech's slaughter a fe;' 
generations later the. story of .mans 
evi l and violence continues. Again the 
themes of man 's sin, God's judgment 
and God's grace appear. 
I. BEFORE THE FLOOD (6:5-8, 
13 f .) unrelieved violence and evi l pre­
sented themselves to God's view. This 
degeneracy was moral and spiritual, 
not essentially physical or sexual. Of 
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the earth's population God chose Noah 
and his family to carry on his purpose. 
Noah was just and perfect and walked 
with God (v. 9) and with him God 
would begin again. 

The effects of godlessness are enu­
merated in Rom. 1; here they are sug­
gested. The character of sin lies in its 
very godlessness, not in the pain or de­
pravity it produces. When men will 
not k~ep God in their thinking, their 
behavior degenera tes. Francis Schaef­
fer (The God Who Is There, JnterVar­
s.i~y Press) sees our present social, po­
httcal, moral and theological dilemma 
as the result of a Christian heritage 
slowly eroding because men rely on 
reason rather than God. 

II . DELIVERANCE FROM JUDG­
MENT (7 : 1, 4 f.). Differently from 
any other flood myth of the ancient 
Nea.r East, the Genesis flood is clearly 
a Judgment upon man's rebellion 
against a holy God. Amidst such a 
cataclysmic destruction as is described 
here, God's chosen fami ly, with the 
seeds of new populations, ride out the 
visitation of wrath. The spirit in which 
Noah endured the deluge is evidenced 
by his action after the ark was opened ; 
he builded an alter to the LORD (8: 
20). 
III . A NEW COVENANT (9:9-13). 
God, the c reator, the almighty, makes 
Noah a promise: never again! The ties 
with the fi rst world are broken physi­
cally. Yet man is still the same (8: 
21). So within history God commences 
revealing himself for the salvation of 
men. And with Abraham that story 
begins. 

The rainbow is no mere natural phe­
nomenon; it is a sign of G od's promise 
that no such cataclysm wi ll destroy 
mankind again (cf. 8:22). Men may 
rejoice when its colors recall God's 
fa ithfulness, even as they shiver to re­
member God's irresis tible wrath against 
wickedness. 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
I. Do your choices and conduct show 
you believe God takes disobedience se­
rio usly enough to punish a sinner? 
2. Could Noah just forget his former 
relatives and friends? Do we forget 
others' tragedies when we thank God 
for our joy? 
3. Have you ever thought of the rain­
bow as a sign of the return of Chris t? D 

PRIDE AND ARROGANCE 
August 16, 1970 
Scripture : Gen. 11 : 1-9 
CENTRAL THOUGHT. To prevent 
human pride from complete ly blinding 
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man to his dependence upon grace God 
scattered mankind by confusing their 
languages. 
INTRODUCTION. Babel is not just 
the explanation for our many languages. 
Nor is it a nationalistic tale to insult a 
prominent enemy of Israel. Babel is 
the story of man's arrogance confront­
ed by God's grace. 
I. ARROGANCE (11: 1-6). Arro­
gance is often the armor of the fright­
ened, and the band of Noah's descen­
dants who lived in Shinar seem to fear 

being spread apart. God had implied 
a scattered population when he com­
manded Noah and his sons to replenish 
the earth. They justified their settle­
ment by a grandiose project to become 
famous (-but to whom?) . There is 
something pathetic in man's urge to 
build monuments to himself, despite 
the great personal sacrifices this had of­
ten motivated. 

The height of the tower need not 
have implied an invasion of God's court 
but probably meant only a "skyscrap­
er." Their technology (kiln-dried brick 
with asphalt mortar) was advanced 
enough to make such a project feasi­
ble. Yet the scheme threatened to 
arouse an irresistible and idolatrous 
pride in thei r own abilities. God will 
share his honor with no one, not even 
with human ski ll and brilliance; to wor­
ship technology is idolatry no less than 
sacrifice to an image. 
II. CONFUSION ( 11 : 7-9). God gra­
ciously did not destroy these presump­
tuous builders. Where man's efforts 
tend to idolatry, he demonstrates man's 
limitations and dependence - in this 
case by confusing thei r languages. 
"Confusion" ( balal) is a play on the 
city-name Babel. It is not language 
which separates men; but sin, broken 
communion with God. Some sugges­
tion of the restored unity of mankind 
in Christ is implied in the Gospel 

preaching of Pentecost in the languages 
of the Near East and Mediterranean. 

God prevented human pride from 
successfully building a monument to it­
self. But the scattering of the peoples 
failed to so!ve man's estrangement 
from God. And even those who speak 
with the same language are alienated 
from him and from each other. The 
solution to man's problem lies in regen­
erated hearts where the throne of God 
is the center, not an arrogant skyscrap­
er. 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Can you think of projects and pro­
grams begun by churches or nations 
which have become means of making 
men famous, idols to man's genius or 
power? How can such tendencies be 
overcome? 
2. Although a unified language will not 
solve man's sin, should Christians have 
one language to demonstrate their spir­
itual unity? D 

OBEDIENT FAITH 
August 23, 1970 
Scripture: Gen. 12: 1-3, '7 ; 22: 1-8. 
CENTRAL THOUGHT. Faith is act­
ing on God's word, trusting him to keep 
his promise. 
INTRODUCTION. From the half­
light of "prehistory" Genesis suddenly 
jumps into the glare of a known histori­
cal setting - the Near East ( Mesopo­
tamia, Palestine, Egypt) of 2,000 B.C. 
I. THE CALL TO BELIEVE (12: 1). 
Why God chose Abraham, child of an 
idolatrous culture, can never be known. 
His r ighteousness consisted not in his 
~rev!ous m?rality and piety but only 
m his obedient trust in God. 
I I. THE PROMISE TO BE BE­
LIEVED (12:2 f., 7) had four parts: 
l ) Abraham would be the father of a 
nation, 2~ prosperous and famous, 3) 
the occasion of universal benefit, and 
4) the inheritor of a land. Abraham 
saw only the second part fulfilled· his 
confidence in the first was severely 'test­
ed. Four hundred years later his de­
scendants conquered the land, and only 
after two ~illenia was the way opened 
for the third to be accomplished. Yet 
A?raham took . God at his word. Only 
this enabled him to be rightly related 
to the Creator and Lord of the universe 
His confidence that God told the truth 
is the model for our faith (Rom. 4). 

III. !HE TEST OF ~~ITH (22:1-8). 
God s tests are not d1vme experiments 
to determine .man's fidelity ; rather they 
teach the believer and let him discover 
how important God really is to him 
Abraham, too, had to face the ques~ 
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tion: whom do I love more? Such a 
decision is agonizing because it must 
be made alone; it pares li fe down to 
essentials with no prior certa inty of 
what our decision will be. The result 
is that we discover how important God 
really is and we learn what is truly 
valuable to us. 

Hebrews 11: 17-19 explains the only 
solution Abraham saw if God's promise 
was to be kept. But his decision was 
based not on any plan to regain Isaac 
but upon his desire to walk with God; 
even the promise was secondary to the 
promiser. So his obedience demonstrat­
ed where his trust really was. 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Is the faith you claim in Jesus 
Christ expressed by obed ience or dis­
obedience to God's word? 
2. "He is no fool who gives what he 
cannot keep to gain what he cannot 
lose" (J im Eliot) . Discuss. D 

THE DA N GER OF COMPROM IS­
IN G WI TH EVIL 
August 30, 1970 
Scripture: G en. 13:8- 13 ; 18:20-22; 19 : 
24-29 
CENT RAL THOU GHT. Compromise 
wi th sin includes the risk of destruc­
tion, especially for those one loves and 
influences. 
INTRODUCTION. Abraham gener­
ously allowed Lot the fi rst choice when 
the tension between their servants ne­
cessitated a separation. H e lived for 
the unseen (Heb. 11 :8- 10) while Lot 
chose the Jordail pla in on the basis of 
its water supplies. Then he unwisely or 
purposely moved close to "Sin City." 
I. APPROACHING SIN'S STRONG­
HOLD (13:8-13) . As the story is told 
we are informed of the excessive wick­
edness of the town toward which Lot 
moved, perhaps in slow stages. The 
approach to sinful situations may indi ­
cate an (unconscious) intention to par­
ticipate. 
II. RESIDING IN SIN'S STRONG­
HOLD (18:20-22). Lot fina lly moved 
in wi th the corrupt Sodomites whose in­
fl uence on his family later became ap­
parent. The wickedness of these twin 
cit ies fi nally exceeded even God's level 
of tolerance. Yet he gave it one fur­
ther chance - he would make a per­
sonal inspection (as if his knowledge 
were incomplete!). Abraham's con­
cern for his foolish nephew's fa mily oc­
casioned Scripture's most importunate 
interchange (vv . 23-32; cf. Lk. 18: 1-
8). Only the man who trusts God will 
press so persistently. 
III . LONGING FOR SIN'S STRONG-
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HOLD (1 9: 24-29 ). Lot perversely ar­
gued with God's messengers, reluctant 
to leave the degraded region. Righ­
teous though he was (II Pel. 2: 7) , sin 
had a surprising grip o n him. His wife, 
too, yearned for the home she was 
leaving and was destroyed in the judg­
ment. God graciously chased them 
from destruction, but they resented and 
resisted their deliverance. If one does 
not want to be saved, he will perish 
despite the mercy which partially pro­
tects him through the faithful inter­
cession of godly loved ones. God's peo­
ple must choose him ra ther than se­
curity (cf. Lk. 17: 32 f.). But if we are 
afraid to live obediently with the prom­
ise of rewards we cannot visualize for 
ourselves, then we shall live miserably, 
spiritually bankrupt, alone. 
QU ESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Do we choose by what we see or 
by trusting God to keep his promises? 
2. Is there evil in our lives onto which 
we hold at the risk of destruction rath­
er than allowing God to lead us into 
true joy? O 

We the Women 
( Co111i1111ed from page 18 ) 
plex country. We enjoyed their lovely 
museums and palaces, beauty and ex­
panse of the land (much o f it reminded 
us of Alberta. Canada ) , the majesty of 
the Kremlin in Moscow, the opera and 
ba llet. the c rowded stores with their 
high prices, the healthy, well-dressed 
children, many beautiful buildings, yet 
so many in need of repair and main­
tenance. We saw evidence of great po­
ten tial in the U.S.S.R., great strides for 
improvement; but in a society where 
most of the people have turned their 
back on God and religion. We may 
grumble and complain about our gov­
ernment and the increasing number of 
undisciplined and unresponsible people 
in our society, but let us ever be thank­
ful for the freedoms and opportunities 
we have. God has been good to us as 
a nation. May we ever be grateful , al­
ways striving to keep our nation great. 

News and Views 
( Continued from page 28 ) 
gle forests. They watched, kneeli ng 
in grass, as the executioner sharpened 
the blade that was to ki ll them. 

Then, for some unexpla ined reason, 
their captors grew nervous, afraid, and 
departed, leaving them unharmed. 
They, too, fled the scene as soon as 
they realized they had been deserted. 
They were picked up shortly after by 
units of ~he Congolese army, which 
was pursuing the rebels. 

The Holtes, along with other Baptist 
missionaries, returned to Norway for 
safety's sake. With order restored, they 
have returned and today are among the 
24 missionaries in Congo which con­
stitute the largest number of Norwe­
gian Baptists ever serving overseas. 

When they returned to view the 
spot of their near-execution, they did 
so in the bright and beautiful day­
time hours. The walk through the 
jungle area seemed peaceful instead of 
fri ghtening. (EBPS) 

Spanish registration issue revived 
The question of churches officially reg­
istering with the government continues 
to trouble the Spanish Baptist Union. 

A special committee studying the 
matter has tentatively proposed that 
non-registering churches should band 
together. These, it was indicated, are 
churches which consider themselves 
loyal to the union's 1967 anti-registra­
tion outlook. 

Since that 1967 meeting in Alba­
cete, several congregations have regis­
te red under Spain 's so-called religious 
liberty law. They still make up only 
a fraction of the union's more than 50 
congregations. 

T he main concern is that if the non­
registering churches band together on 
that basis, it will in effect formally di­
vide the union into two distinct seg­
ments - a non-registeri ng faction and 
a registering faction. 

The proposal under consideration 
does not formall y state that the regis­
tering churches should leave or be put 
out of the union. The two segments, 
despite their ideological split, have thus 
far avoided what might turn into an 
organic division of the union. (EBPS) 

CtiUCl\L~ 
WITll 
El?U~() 

Judge: "Did you sell your vote?" 
Farmer : No sir, I voted for that man 

because I li ked him." 
Judge: "I have evidence that he 

gave you $5.00 for your vote." 
Farmer : "Well , it's plain common 

sense that when a fellow gives you 
$5.00, you like him." 

The lady told the te ller at the bank 
that she would like to make a with­
~rawal from her new joint account. 
From my husband's half " she whis-

pered. ' 
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REGINA, SASK. A Workshop-Seminar 
for the Faith Baptist Church Sunday 
school leaders was arranged by the 
Rev. H . Edwards, Sunday school di­
rector of the Saskatchewan Associa­
tion, on March 6, 7. 

On Feb. 8, 21 new members were 
added to the church, three by baptism 
(pictured) and 18 by testimony or 
transfer. A combined baptismal ser­
vice with the Balgonie Baptist Church 
was held. Eight of their candidates 
were also bapt ized. 

A Pioneer Girls Week was climaxed 
with an encampment and Valentine tea 
on Feb. 7. N inety mothers attended. 

The Christian Service Brigade pre­
sented their work at a Sunday evening 
service. (Mrs. A. L. Peter, reporter.) 

MADISON, S.D. On Feb. 26, a Day of 
Prayer was observed at West Center 
Street Baptist Church. The theme was 
"Christian Concern." The chapel was 
open all day for meditation and prayer. 
The power of prayer in personal life, 
community and world was emphasized 
in the evening service. 

Three new members were extended 
the hand of fellowship on March I, by 
transfer of letter. They were Mr. and 
Mrs. Roger Reed and Mrs. George 
Black, recently married to the Rev. 
G eorge Black, missionary to Cameroon. 
(Joanne Benke, reporter.) 

WACO, TEX. A workshop was held a t 
the Central Baptist Church F eb. 8 and 
15, sponsored by the Southern Confer­
ence Christian Education Committee. 
The theme was, "Go Make Disciples .. · 
Your Role in Christian Education." 
The Rev. LeRoy Schauer led the adult 
group. Youth Director, Cavin H ?rper, 
the youth group, Mrs. Oliver Ringer. 
ing and M rs. Mary Lou Davidson of the 
Canaan Baptist Church, Crawford, the 
children's groups. 

The Rev. Donald Richter, director of 
adult work, Forest Park, Ill ., taught a 
study course entitled, "T ableaux of a 
Teacher," Jan. 12-16. High attendance 
was 53. ( Marie Chance, reporter.) 
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ST. JOSEPH, MICH. On Sunday eve­
ning, March 1, the Rev. Charles Litt­
man, our pastor, baptized 18 young 
people. The following Sunday morn­
ing they were given the hand of fellow-

ship. Seven more came into the church 
by letter and confession of faith. Pas­
tor Charles Littman is at the left of 
the picture. (Mrs. Hilda A. Seel, report­
er.) 

BALGONIE, SASK. The Sunday school, 
assisted by the Junior Choir, presented 
the play, "Who is this Babe of Bethle­
hem?" at a Christmas program. 

In November we had a week of 
·'Christian Life" meetings. A few peo­
ple sought assurance for their soul's 
salvation. 

On Feb. 8, we baptized eight candi­
dates and on March 1, we welcomed 
seven members into our fellowship. 

The Women's World Day o f Prayer 
convened at our church. The lad ies of 
the United Church were in charge of 
the program. (Mrs. Isabella Brucker, 
reporter.) 

ASHLEY, N .D. A Gospel F ilms Cru­
sade was held at the Ashley Baptist 
Church Jan. 20-22, with several local 
and neighboring churches participating. 
Three fil ms were shown. 

A Leadership Training program, with 
films, was conducted at the Ashley 
Baptist Church Feb. 9-11 , with the Rev. 
Lorimer Potratz of Venturia, N.D . 

The World Day of Prayer was ob­
served Mar. 6, with a special service 
held in the United Methodist Church 
in Ashley. Several of the local church­
es participated. The guest speaker was 
the Rev. Eldon Janzen, manager of Rog­
er Will iams Press, Forest Park, Ill. The 
Rev. Janzen a lso spoke at the morn­
ing worship service, March 8, at the 
Ashley Baptist Church. The Rev. Etan 
Pelzer is pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
Carl Fischer, reporter.) 

HILDA, ALTA The H ilda Baptist 
Church W .M.S. presented their annual 
spring program o n Sunday evening, 
March 8. The North American Baptist 
General Conference filmstrip, "Mission 
on our Doorstep," telling the story of 
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our Spanish-American Missions. was 
shown. Pastor E. Wanamaker followed 
with a number of slides to illustrate 
"Mission on My Doorstep" within the 
local life and outreach of a congrega­
tion. (Mrs. Gertrude Straub, report­
er.) 

DALLAS, TEX. The Southern Con­
ference churches held their Mid-Year 
Conference Feb. 27-March 1, at North 
Highlands Baptist Church, Dallas, Tex. 
The theme was "Stewardshi? - An Ad­
venture in F aith." Classes on "Church 
Mission Giving" were taught by the 
Rev. David J . Draewell. Workshops on 
"Financial Procedures for Church Trea­
surers and Stewardship Education in 
the Local Church" were led by Dr. J. 
C. Gunst and the Rev. Draewell. The 
films, "The New Communities," and 
"God's Will Through Yours," were 
viewed and messages were presented 
by pa~tors Elton Kirstein and Eleen 
Sandau. Moderator Oliver Ringering 
was in charge of a report on Confer­
ence work session. 

A c:ass on "Missions ar.d Youth" 
was taught by Dr. Gunst and a class 
on "Youth Stewards in the Local 
Church" was taught by Mr. Dwight 
Brown. 

About 50 women a ttended the after­
noon tea given by the missionary soci­
eties of the Dallas church. Mrs. W. D. 
Barsh presided. Mrs. Lyle G renz was 
in charge of the program and the de­
votional and a slide presentation was 
given by Mrs. Gordon T homas. (Mrs. 
Duane Lindsey, reporter. ) 

DALLAS, TEX. T he Southern Con­
terence Pastors' Fellowship was held in 
Dallas, Tex. March 1-3. "Issues F acing 
N .A.B. To-Day" was discussed at the 
North Highlands Baptist Church. Mr. 
Bill Allen, an active layman in the 
Dallas church was the devotional lead­
er. Rev. David Draewell presented a 
summary of N .A.B. work and program. 
Dr. F. Duane Lindsey, Assistant P rofes­
sor of Systematic T heology and Regis­
trar at Dallas T heological Seminary, 
led in a presentation and discussion on 
Current Trends in T heology and their 
relevance to pastors. (Mrs. D uane 
Lindsey, reporter.) 

INDIANAPOLIS IND. On Jan. 25, 
1970, the Meridian Woods Baptist 
Church welcomed its new pastor, the 
Rev. Harold Drenth and his family. 
The official installation services were 
held. on F eb. 1, 1970, at the present 
meeting place, the Southside Christian 
School. The Rev. Lyle Wacker, chu rch 
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extension director, was in charge. The 
speaker was the Rev. Rubin Kern, east­
ern district secretary. 

The Rev. Drenth comes from the 
Central Baptist Church of George, 
Iowa. (Mrs. Lewis Gilkerson, reporter.) 

STOCKTON, CALIF . . During th~ir 
ministry in the Swam Oaks Baptist 
Church God's Volunteers Team I also 
volunte~red their blood. Miss Ann 
Jantzen, head of the Delta Blood Bank, 
made arrangements for them to be 
donors and receive honorariums which 
helped to defray some of the expenses 
of the team's ministry. 

The Rev. Edgar Klatt, assisted by Ken 
Priebe and Perry Kargas, members of 
God's Volunteers, brought the evening 
messages. The singing, testimonies, vis­
iting and s,Pecial children's rally a ll 
added to the team's ministry. ( Doro­
thy Kanwischer, reporter.) 

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. The Wi~ low 
Rancho Baptist Church committee 
retreat was held at Young Life's Wood­
leaf Camp on March 6, 7. The Rev. 
Joe Sonnenberg, western district secre­
tary, spoke on "Contrary Conditions." 
"Tensions in our Churches," and "The 
Nature of the Church." Discussion fol­
lowed on subjects such as church struc­
ture, mission of the church, types of 
fellowship, outreach, Christian educa­
tion, evaluation of committees and de­
partments and youth work. (Mrs. Cliff 
Filler, reporter.) 

JAMESTOWN N .D The Baptist Youth 
Fellowship and choir of Temple Bap­
tist Church presented "The Challenge 
of the Cross," a service with an Easter 
message, on Sunday, March 15. Six stu­
dents portrayed the disciples and the 
choir furnished the music. This pro­
gram was also pres'!nted at the Cal­
vary Baptist Church, Carrington, N .D., 
on April 19. 

The childrens' choir, pictured, un­
der the direction of Mrs. Voegele, 
bring special music at our Sunday eve­
ning services several times a yea1 . 

I 

They were treated to a supper in ap­
preciation for their service. The Rev. 
Gordon Voegele is pastor of the 
church. 
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OKEENE, OKLA. God's Volunteers 
Team II and their director, the Rev. 
Raymond Harsch, held meetings at the 
Zion Baptist Church F eb. 16-26. Five 
young people claimed Christ as their 
Savior. (Mrs. Weldon Leisher, report­
er.) 

SUMNER, IOWA. The First Baptist 
Church and the children of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Daniel Heringer observed the 
25th anniversary of Pastor Heringer's 
ordination into the ministry. It was al­
so the occasion of their 25th wedding 
anniversary. · (Mrs. David Lolk, report­
er.) 

PARMA HEIGHTS, OHIO. The Mid­
Winter Sunday School Rally was held 
at the Parma Heights Baptist Church on 
Jan. 26. Our WMS provided dinner for 
245 in the Fellowship Hall. Workshops 
followed and the closing rally featured 
Mr. Clayton Raymond, Michigan ex­
ecutive Sunday school di rector as guest 
speaker. This was the first banquet 
held in our former chapel, pictured 
which has been remodeled and no~ 
serves as a Fellowship Hall, Sunday 
school classrooms and recreation. 

On Feb. l , we witnessed the bap­
tism of 18 by our pastor, the Rev. 
Aaron Buhler. At the Communion Ser­
vice the right hand of fellowship was 
extended to the above and 11 others 
who came by letter and Christian ex­
perience. 

ELGIN, IOWA. Mrs. Harriett Jordan 
pictured, oldest member of First Bap~ 
tist Church, celebrated her 107th bi rth­
day Feb. 10. Unti l late last year she 
lived in her home 1n Dubuque, Iowa, 
but a broken hip last fall has made it 
necessary for her to 'reside in a nurs­
ing home. Visitors are amazed at her 
memory of Bible verses and words of 
h.er f~vor~te hymns. Although her eye­
sight 1s dim, her mind is alert and she 
can recall many interesting events of 
her childhood which date back almost 

to the Civi l War. She has been a widow 
for 57 years. 

The first Sunday of 1970, the hand 
of fellowship was extended to Kristine 
Lehman and Bill Schmidt by Pastor Or­
ville H. Meth. (Mrs. Fred Schaer, re­
porter.) 

CHANCELLOR, S.D. The Chancellor 
Baptist Church had the Rev. Melvin 
Warkentin of the South Canyon Baptist 
Church of Rapid City, S.D., for a week 
of Deeper Spiri tual Life Meetings, 
March 15-20. 

Dr. Roy Seibel of the NAB Semi­
nary was the guest speaker at the 
Sweetheart banquet held in Sioux Falls 
on Feb. 16, sponsored by the Home­
builder's Class. 

On Feb. 12, the Ladies' Mission Cir­
cle invited their husbands to a dinner. 
The Rev. Eric Johnson of the Union 
Gospel Mission in Sioux Falls was our 
guest speaker. 

On March 17, the Circle invited the 
church to a service emphasizing their 
part in White Cross work. Included in 
this program was the showing of the 
filmstrip, "Unto the Least of These." 

The World Day of Prayer was ob­
served in our midweek service. (Mrs. 
Raymond DeNeui, reporter.) 

PAUL, IDAHO. On Feb. 13, the adult 
Sunday s-::hool class of the First Bap­
tist Church held its annual Sweetheart 
Banquet. 

The Youth Fellowship sold Easter 
candy to donate the returns toward the 
purchase of an electric typewriter for 
the church. 

Our church purchased I 00 folding 
chairs to be used in the Sunday school 
rooms and fellowship hall. 

On March 13 , a banquet was held in 
honor of the Sunday school teachers 
and workers. The Rev. V. O. Brass­
fie ld from the Rupert, Assembly of God 
Church, was guest speaker. 

Our Women's Missionary Society was 
host to the Rupert Baptist Church for 
the World Day of Prayer. 

On March 21, The Women's Mission­
ary Socie~y presented their annual pro­
gram during the evening service. In-
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stallation of the new officers followed. 
(Mrs. Ruth Duff, reporter.) 

OOSE, 0 . The Anamoose 
Baptist Women's Missionary Society ob­
served their annual missionary pro­
gram on Sunday, March l , 1970. The 
theme was White Cross. The filmstrip, 
"Unto the Least of These," was viewed. 
A dedication of the White Cross items 
which had been completed by the lo­
cal society was held in connection with 
the program. The offering was desig­
nated for medical supplies for Camer­
oon. The Rev. H. Oscar Fritzke is pas­
tor of the church. (Arlene Beck, re­
porter.) 

KYLE, TEX. The Immanuel W.M.S. 
celebrated their 72nd anniversary on 
Sunday, March 23, under the leadership 
of Mrs. Walter Hill, president. Brother 
Willi&m Barsh brought a message on 
missions, and Mrs. Barsh played a violin 
solo accompanied by Mrs. LeRoy Hill. 
A candlelight installation service was 
led by Mrs. Barsh, our pastor's wife. 
Mrs. Kurt Lengefeld is our new presi­
dent. The offering will be divided be­
tween the denominational budget and 
the educational institutions. (Mrs. Ar­
thur Schmeltekopf, reporter. ) 

ED NTON, L . On Sunday, Feb. 
22, 20 Indians from the Bull Re­
serve near Edmonton presented a pro­
gram at Capilano Baptist Church The 
program included singing in the Cree 
language and testimonies. They told 
of what Christ had done for them be­
cause missionaries cared enough to 
bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
their people. Slides of their church 
and congregation were also shown. 
(Mrs. S. Zuch, reporter.) 

A RIVER MAN A Week of 
Prayer was held in the Temple Baptist 
Church, Jan. 5-10. F ive churches par-
ticipated. . 

A former pastor, the Rev. E. Nikkel, 
at Kelowna, B.C., was with us for a 
week of "Deeper Life Meetings," 
March 8-15. Miss Barbara Kieper, mis­
sionary from Cameroon, took part in 
the morning service on March 15. 

The Women's Missionary Society pre­
sented its annual program on Palm Sun­
day evening. A play was presented, 
"My Heart - Christ's Home." The 
Rev. Kurt Redschlag is pastor of the 
church. (Mrs. F red Hiller, reporter.) 

O Al The First Bap-
tist Church of Elk Grove, Calif., had a 
Father-Son athletic banquet. Bud 
Schaeffer, director of Overseas Cru-
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sades, "Venture for Victory," basket­
ball teams, was the featured speaker. 
He has served as a missionary in the 
Philippines and Taiwan, and his con­
tinued interest in promoting basketball 
evangelism in the Orient led him to his 
present post. The program honored the 
members of the church basketball team 
and to celebrate their successful sea­
son. Music was presented by the men 
of the church and closing remarks 
were made by the pastor, the Rev. 
Merle Brenner. (Mrs. Leonard Fan­
drich, reporter.) 

PARKSTON, S.D. On March 15 the 
Parkston-Tripp Baptist Church held the 
ground breaking ceremony for the new 
church building. Edwin Rieb, Samuel 
Fuller, LaVerna Mehlhaff. Herman 
Holt, Harold Lippert, Ron Hofer and 
Pastor Thielen ha us (pictured) spaded 
the first shovels for the new structure. 
( Mrs. Janet Hofer, reporter. ) 

HA TTUCK. 0 LA. The Ebenezer 
Baptist Church extended the right hand 
of fellowship to nine members on Feb. 
15. Five of these were baptized. The 

new members are pictured with Pastor 
George Conway in the back row. On 
Feb. 22, a farewell was held for our 
pastor and family. (Esther Schoenhals, 
reporter.) 

OAK A A . On April 2, 1970, 
an ordination council convened at the 
Oakbank Baptist Church for the pur­
pose of examining Mr. D ieter Gohl for 
the Christian ministry. The council 
elected the Rev. G. Poschwatta as 
moderator and Mr. H . Hemerling sec­
retary. The candidate was introduced 
by Mr. Albrecht. Mr. Goh! read a pre­
pared statement, outlining his personal 
background and doctrinal beliefs. His 
report was accepted. 

The delegates were unanimous in 
their expression of confidence in his 
convictions and voted to ordain Mr. 
Gohl for the Christian ministry. Plans 
were made for the ordination service. 
(H. Hemerling, council secretary.) 

EDMONTO Al A. The choir of the 
Namao Park Baptist Church presented 

DUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
the cantata, "No Greater Love," on 
Easter Sunday. 

Two young girls were baptized in 
the evening service. These two and 
eight adults were received into the 
church. 

Mrs. Mildred Neumann was the 
guest speaker for the Mother-Daughter 
program in May. The WMS special 
project was making curtains for the 
Banso Baptist Hospital, Cameroon. The 
Rev. Norman Dreger is pastor of the 
church. (Mrs. E. Schultz, reporter.) 

BRIDGEPORT CONN. T he 73rd ses­
sion of the Atlantic Conferen~e con­
vened in our King's H ighway Church, 
May 1-3, and was moderated by Dr. 
Herbert Hiller. The theme of the con­
ference was "Recovery - Prerequisite 
for Revival; Revival - Prerequisite for 
Renewal; Renewal - Prerequisite for 
Effective .Witnessing." 

Mrs. Fred Holzimmer shared some 
of her Cameroonian experiences. The 
burden of her messages was: so much 
to be done ... so little time to do it 
... so few willing to go. Other guests 
were the Rev. Rubin Kern, eastern dis­
trict secretary, and the Rev. Donald 
Richter, director of adult work, who 
was the conference banquet speaker. 

The Sunday afternoon missionary 
cantata, "The Greatest Story Yet Un­
told," by Clarke was sung by an 80 
voice combined choir from the Imman­
uel, Ridgewood, Valley Stream and 
King's Highway churches and directed 
by Mrs. Herbert Hiller. 

The Rev. Jesse Hood was the host 
pastor. (Eva Yung, reporter.) 

BILLINGS, MO T Miss Jane La­
vonne Opp (pictured), a member of 
the Calvary Baptist Church, was chosen 
Miss Billings for 1970. Jane is organ­
ist and pianist for the church and also 
teaches instrumental music. During her 
high school days she was named to the 
National Honor Society. For the pag-

eant she presented a classical piano 
composition, won a $200.00 scholarship 
and will advance to the Miss Montana 
contest. Miss Opp is a junior at Rocky 
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Mountain College where she is study­
ing to be a medical technician. (Man­
uel Lang, reporter. ) 

MORRIS, MAN. The Emmanuel Bap­
tist Church observed the installation of 
their new pastor, the Rev. Bruno Voss, 
on April 5. Interim pastors Huebert 
and Unrau were with us for this occa­
sion. Each organization greeted the 
Vosses and welcomed them. The Rev. 
Voss responded in his wholehearted, 
friendly way. Our Southern Manitoba 
churches also welcomed them and ex­
pressed their good wishes. 

The Vosses have two children, Dar­
lene 10 and Randy 8. Some of the 
members in the Morris church have 
known the Rev. Voss since his child­
hood days. (Ida Hoffman, reporter.) 

HOPE, KANS. Our pastor, the Rev. 
Dan Wiens, conducted a Christian 
Leadership Training Course during 
February and March in the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church. 

The Rev. Bob Clark, national direc­
tor of the Rural Bible Crusade, was 
the speaker at meetings conducted 
March 23-29. Several received Christ 
as their Savior. 

The WMU celebrated their forty­
seventh anniversary Sunday evening, 
April 12. The program consisted of 
devotions, musical numbers, reports, 
and a White Cross filmstrip. 

Many of the members volunteered 
their labor as they redecorated the 
church and parsonage. (Mrs. Kenneth 
Brenner, reporter. ) 

MEDICINE HAT, ALTA. On March 
l , the Ladies' Missionary Society (pic­
tured ) of the Grace Baptist Church ob­
served its 45th anniversary. Two dia­
logues were presented, one in English 
and the other in German. Special mu­
sical and vocal numbers were also pre­
sented. The President, Vice President 
and pastor's wife and the oldest mem­
bers were honored with a corsage. Pas­
tor, C. T. Remple made a few remarks 

and announced the missionary offering 
which amounted to over $400. Dr. E. 
P. Wahl dismissed the meeting with 
p rayer. 

26 

We held evangelistic meetings with 
the Rev. M. Taubensee of Lethbridge 
Oct. 7-17. 

The Sunday school held a candle­
light program and the young people 
presented a play entitled "To All Peo­
ple." 

For two weeks we united with Tem­
ple Baptist for a teacher training course. 
The theme was Jesus The Teacher. 
(Willa Clark, reporter.) 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICH. The 
Bloomfield Hills Baptist Church ob­
served its 10th anniversary, Sunday, 
April 5, 1970. Two former pastors, the 
Rev. Wallace Alcorn and the Rev. 0 . 
W. Stucky, took part in the services. 

Early in 1960, nine families of the 
Bloomfield Hills area explored the pos­
sibility of beginning an evangelical 
Baptist church. There were 23 charter 
members. The Grosse Pointe Baptist 
Church adopted the church as its ex­
tension project. The Rev. Harold Gie­
seke was the third pastor and served 
from J 962-65. Elmo Tahran has been 
pastor for the past four years, during 
which time the existing church encum­
berances were paid. Two morning wor­
ship services have been required si nce 
the arrival of Pastor Tahran. Build­
ing plans are bei ng formulated and 
studied with construction of a new 
building in the near fu ture. 

TYNDALL, S.D. A pre-teen choir (pic­
tured) of the Tyndall Baptist Church 
presented the Easter message in song on 
Sunday, March 29. Karon Rueb is the 

director. The Rev. Fred 
pastor of the church. 
Hoerth, reporter.) 

Penner is the 
(Mrs. Glen 

WINNIPEG, MAN. On Feb. 4, our 
Annual Fellowship Night was held . The 
MAP program was presented by our 
district secretary, the Rev. Wm. Stur­
hahn. 

Our young people had a winter 
weekend retreat at Star Lake with the 
Rev. R. Kerstan as guest speaker. 

February 9-1 2, a Sunday school 
teacher training course with the Rev. 
R. Yohn was held. 

A program was presented by the 
Teen Group on Feb. 22 in the form of 

DUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
a play written by our pastor's wife, 
Mrs. W. Stein, centered around the 
song, "Wonderful and Marvelous is Je­
sus to me." 

A church Library and Resource Cen­
tre has been establ ished recently and a 
"Library Sunday" was observed Feb. 
15. Books displayed were offered for 
sale to be donated to the library. Miss 
Frieda Redlich is the librarian. 

A musical request program was pre­
sented by the choirs Sunday night, 
March I. Selections requested by mem­
bers in advance, included solos, duets 
and trios. (Mrs. Maria Rogalski , re­
porter. ) 

MILLET, ALTA. On March 1, 1970, 
the Wiesenthal Baptist Chur:ch held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony (pictured) for 
the first service in our newly com­
pleted church. About 200 attended. Mr. 
Walter Lessing, chairman of the Build­
ing Committee, cut the ribbon. Be­
cause we are without a pastor, our 
moderator, Mr. Arthur Smith, was in 
charge. Guest speaker for the worship 
service was Dr. Bernard Schalm of the 
NAB College. 

The evening service was in charge of 
the young people. A special offering 
was taken toward the purchase of a 
piano. D r. Schalm also spoke in the 
evening service. 

Mr. Herman Kesterke, a graduate 
student o f our NAB College will be 
our new pastor. (Ralph Smith, re­
porter. ) 

WARREN, MICH. The Redeemer Bap­
tist Church set aside February 7 as a 
day of fasting and prayer, seeking God's 
guidance and blessing on our new 
building program. The following day, 
Sunday, Feb. 8, was groundbreaking 
day with the Rev. G . K. Zimmerman 
from Forest Park as guest speaker. He 
also brought the Sunday evening mes­
sage. 

We had special meetings in March 
with the Rev. Fred Brown, evangelist. 
Some decisions were made. 

The construction of our new sanc­
tuary is well under way. The Rev. 
Adolph Brown is pastor of the church. 
(Margaret Willms, reporter.) 
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August Auch, 79, of Lodi, Calif., died on Feb. 
24, and his wife , Katherine, 72, died on Feb. 23, 
1969. They were struck by a car. 

A ugust Auch was bo rn in Russia on March 21 , 
1890, and emigrated to the U.S. He was a gradu­
ate of the Rochester Baptist Seminary and served 
churches in St reeter and G ack.le for over three 
years. He continued his education in California 
and served as teacher and principal o f t he Lodi 
elementary schools for 35 years. As a member of 
the First Baptist Chu rch a nd la te r Temple Bap­
tist he served as Sunday school superintendent, 
deacon and teacher. 

Katherine Auch was born in G ackle, N.D. on 
April 30, 1897 . She was married to August on 
May 21, 1917. In the Lo di churches she served 
as Sunda y school teacher and president of t he 
WMS. T hey arc survived by o ne son, Fred. Au­
gust is survived by one brother and one sister. 
Katherine is survived by three sisters . The Rev. 
Eldon G. Schroeder officiated at the funeral ser­
vice. 

George Leimkuehler, 79, of Linn, Mo., died on 
Ma rch 2, 1970. He was born Oct. 20, 1890, Mt. 
Sterlin '.~. Mo. He ma rried Esther Rehmert, Oct. 
31 , 1921, and she survives. Ot her survivo rs in­
clude : two sons, F red A. and Emil G. Leim­
kuehler; one daughter, Mrs. Bessie T opel; four 
sisters, Mrs. Caroline Ho lla ndsworth. Miss Ricka 
Le imkuehler, Mrs. Lydia Lipsko ch, Mrs. M innie 
Held; one grandch ild . He was a lifelo ng membe r 
of the Pin Oak C reek Baptist Church , Mt. Sterling, 
Mo. Funeral Services were held March 5. 1970, 
with the Rev. Richa rd Blix o f 1hc Bapt ise Church, 
Linn, Mo .. and the Rev. Fran k Armbnistcr of the 
Pin Oak C reek Baplist Church, Mt. Sterling. Mo .. 
officiat ing. Int erme nt was in the Linn Mcmorinl 
Pa rk Cemetery with mili ta ry graveside services. 

Jacob Brose, 80, o f Vancouve r, B.C., died on 
M arch 16 , 1970. He was born in Russia on Dec. 
10, 1889, and emigrated to Canad a in 1911. Jn 
1920 he was married 10 Bertha Schaible. He ac­
ccpled Chris t as his Savio r in 1935 and joined 
the McDcrmot Baptist Church in Win nipeg where 
he served as deacon for a number of years. In 
196 1 he moved 10 Vancouver. He is survived by 
his wife; one d:i.ughtcr. Helen ; two sons : \Villiam 
and Gus; cighl grandchildren and one great-grand­
child. T he Rev. Paul Siewert officiated at the 
fu neral service. 

Miss Olive Maas, 82, of St. Bonifacius, M inn., 
died on April 4, 1970. She was born on A p ril 8, 
1888, nea r St. Bonifacius. Jn her youlh she ac­
cep1ed Christ as her Savior, was baptized and 
became a member o f the M in netrista Bapt ist 
Church. Surviving her a re one brother, Walter. 
T he Rev. F. E. K lein officiated at the fu neral 
service. 

M rs. Olga A. Buenning, 57, of Milwaukee, Wis., 
died on Nov. 12, 1969. She was born in Linton, 
N.D., on Jan. 6 , 19 12. At the age of I I she was 
converted, baptized and jo ined the Linton Bapt ist 
Church. She was a resident o f the Children's 
Home in St. J oseph, Mich., afte r her parents' 
untimely death. In 1931 she became a member of 
the lrnmanucl Baptist Church, Milwaukee, Wis., 
and served as president of the WMS. t rustee and 
deaconess. Su rviving arc her husband, Lloyd ; two 
children: Mrs. Robert Grzcszczak and Bruce; 1wo 
sisters, one brother and two grandchildren. T he 
Rev. Fred Erion officiated at the funeral service. 

Mrs. Mary Eckart, 7 1, o f Ma rt in, N .D., died on 
Apri l 4 , 1970. She was born on Nov. 28, 1898, 
in M artin, N.D. At the age of 12 she was con­
verted, bapt ized and became a member of t he 
Martin Baptist Church. In 1919 she was married 
to Helmuth Ecka rt. They had six children. Sur­
viving her arc her husband; five daugh1crs: Mrs. 
Alice Wade, Mrs. Do rothy Dockter, Mrs. Mary 
Ann Michelson , Mrs. Cleo Bender and Mrs. 
F rances A rusell; one son , Richard, 12 grandchil­
dren . The Rev. Alvin Auch officiated at the 
funeral service. 

George Bender, 70, of M artin , N.D ., died on 
April 11, 1970. He was bo rn o n A ug. 26. 1899, 
near Hurdsfield, N.D. At the age of 66 he was 
converted. baplizcd and became a member of 
the Martin Baptist Church. In 1922 he married 
!"lizabcth Putz. They had two children. Surviv­
•Mng him arc his wife, Elizabeth; one d aughter, 

rs. LaVerne Khata in; one son C linton; five 
srandch ild rcn and t hree great-grandchildren . The 
Rev. A lvin Auch officiated at the funeral service. 
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Mrs. Magdalena Lindeman . 89, o f E ureka S.D .. 
died on March 29, 1970. She was born on M arch 
30, 188 1, in Russia. 1n l tsY4 ~he ;..cct:pti.=u '-'"'""'L 
as her Savio r, was baptized and became a mcm· 
bcr o f the Spring Creek Baptist Church near 
Eureka. She was married to G ottlieb Lindeman 
in 1903. T hey had 13 children. Su rviving her 
are three daughters: M rs. Rose Sieler, Mrs. 
Magdalena Stoecker and M rs. Ella Holzwarth; six 
sons : Henry, Reinhold, Alfred, Edward, Albert 
and Gideon; one brother; 40 grandchildren and 
70 great-grandchildren. T he pastors, F . H . Fuchs 
and A rthur Fischer offi ciated at t he funeral 
service. 

Mrs. Gottfried Harr, 45, o f Lehr. N.D .. died o n 
Ma rch 12, 1970, in an a utomobile accident. She 
was born on A ug. 29, 1925, in Venturia, N .D. 
In 1962 she was married to Gottfried Harr. She 
accepted Christ as her Savior in 1941, was bap­
tized on profession of fa ith and served the church 
as Sunday school secretary and WMS treasurer. 
Su rviving her a re her husband ; parents, Mr. 
a nd Mrs. G ottlieb Sayler; fo ur sisters and five 
b rothers. T he Rev. Leonard Strclau officiated 
al the fu neral service. 

Fred Werk, 91, of Chill iwack, B.C .. died on 
March 25, 1970. He was born in Poland on 
June 9, 1879. O n J une 9, 1902, he was married 
to Alvina Fritzke. T hey had ten children . He 
emigrated to Ca nada the following year. He 
served the Baptist churches in Fenwood and 
Chilliwack as Sund ay school teacher, deacon a nd 
board member. Surviving him are fo ur daugh­
ters: Mrs. Lylia Wilkie, Mrs. Emily Taylor. Mrs. 
Elsie Nessel a nd Clara Werk; fou r sons: William. 
Henry, E dward and Ray; 41 grandchildren, 61 
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandson ; 
t wo sisters. The Rev. Robert Jaste r officiated at 
the funeral service. 

Daniel Heitzman, 76, of Wessington Springs, S.D., 
died on A pril 8, 1970. He was born on J une 25, 
1894 in Hanson County, S.D. He became a 
Christian , was baptized an d became a member 
of the Plum Creek Baptist Church. In 1917 he 
became a charter member of the Ebenezer Bap­
t ist Church of Wessington Sprin gs. On Feb . 4 , 
1920, he was married to Bertha Hcuharth. T hey 
had two children. Su rviving him are his wife; 
one son , Leslie and a daughter, Mrs. Arlene 
T esta; seven grandchildren, three brothers and 
fou r sis1c rs. T he pastors. A rthur Fischer and 
T homas Lutz, officiated at the funeral service. 

Reinhart E isne r, 66, of Swan Rive r. Man ., died 
on Nov. 30, 1969. He was born o n May 5, 1903, 
in Poland. Jn 1928 he emigrated to Canada. He 
accepted Ch rist as h is Savior in 1920 and was 
baptized. In 1927 he was married to Lydia 
Struck. They had fo ur children in addition to 
t wo others by his wife's previous marriage. He 
was a member o f 1he Swan River Bapt ist Church 
since 196 1. In the Min itonas church he served as 
deacon for 15 years. Surviving h im arc his wife: 
o ne son, Adolf Lenz; fou r daughters: M rs. O lga 
Semmler, M rs. Ida Hohn, Mrs. V iolet Rcdlich 
and Mrs. D ianne Dyck; 12 grandchildren. two 
brothers a nd one sister. The Rev. Ku rt Rcdschlag 
officiated at the fu neral service. 

The Rev. Alex Fritz Sootzmann, 65, of Vernon, 
B.C ., d ied on A pril 10, 1970. He was born on 
April 9, 1905, in Berlin , Germany. He accepted 
Christ as Savior during his time as a sailor. 
After he came to New York City he was bap­
tized in the First Baptist Church . In 1928 he 
married Em ma Stcfl1n, who d ied in 1940. He 
attended t he National Bible Inst itute and NAB 
Seminary. After graduation he married Anna 
Paul, wh o died in 1959. Jn 1965 he married 
Lyd ia Pfeifer. 

The Rev. Sootzmann was ordained in 1944. He 
served churches in McLaughlin, S.D .. Branch, La .. 
O chre R iver, Man., and Vernon, B.C. Surviving 
him arc his wife Lydia an d one sister. The pastors 
E. E . N ik kel, Henry Pfeifer a nd John Wollenberg 
o fficiated at the funeral service. 

M rs. Martha Clinton, 73, o f Helmetta, N .J., died 
o n A pril 13 , 1970. She was born on Sept. 4, 
1896, at H elmetta. She was married to Harold 
Clinton in 1925. T hey had one daughter. Mrs. 
C linton was a member of the F irst Baptist Church 
of J amesb urg, N.J. She is survived by her hus­
band, Harold ; her daughter, M rs. Jean Jamison, 
and three sisters. The Rev. Karl E. Bieber of­
ficiated nt the funeral service. 

Benjamin H . J ung, 77, of M adison, S.D., died on 
April 22, 1970. He was born on July 27, 1892 
in Washington County, Wis. In 1907 he was 
baptized on p rofession o f his faith in Christ and 
u ni ted with the West Center Strcc1 Baptist Church. 
He served on the Board of T rustees and on the 
NAB N ursing Home Board. In 1916 he married 
Elsa Rohrer. After her dca1h in 1938 he married 
Catherine Boyd in 1945. Surviving him arc his 
wife, Catherine; two sons, Alden and Oarus; two 
sisters a nd n ine grandchildren. The Rev. Jothan 
Benke officiated at the fu neral service. 

Mrs. Frieda Boggs, nee Karlenzig, 75, of Morris, 
M an., died. She was born on J an. 27, 1895, in 
P lum Coulee, Man. As a young girl she acccp1ed 
Christ as her Savior a nd was baptized. She was 
a member of the Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Morris. In 1923 she was married to Reinhold 
Boggs. Su rviving her a re her daughter, Mrs. Ruth 
Kilkic; two grandchildren; five sisters and one 
b rother. T he Rev. Bruno Voss was the officiating 
pasto r at the funeral service. 

Otto Laube, 72, of Edmonton, Alta., died on 
A pril 15, 1970. He was born in Poland on July 
3, 1897. As a young man he accepted Christ as 
h is personal Savior and was baptized. In 1924 
he emigrated to Canada. He was married to Olga 
Arndt in 1932. They had five children. Since 
1954 he was a member of the Central Baptist 
Church in Edmonton. Su rviving him a rc h is wife; 
one son, Wilfred; three daughters: Mrs. E lsie 
Harper, Mrs. J oyce Schouton, Mrs. R ita Chapyk; 
eight grandchildren and one sister. The Rev. R . 
Hohensee officiated at the funeral service. 

Ben Popkes, 89, of Aplington, lowa, died on 
April 13, 1970. He was born on June I I, 1880, 
in Ge rmany. At the age of 16 he emigrated to 
the Un ited States. As a young man he accepted 
Christ as Savior, was baptized and joined the 
Baptist C hurch in Buffalo Center, Iowa. After 
moving to Aplington he married Anna Harken 
in 1927. He is survived by one brother and two 
sisters. T he Rev. Harold Nieman. a nephew of 
the deceased, officiated at the funeral service. 

Mrs. Sophia K ramlich, 79, died on May 7, t970, 
in Yankton, S.D. She was born on Oct. 28. t890, 
in Campbell County, S.D. She was married to 
Labolt K ramlich on Nov. 24, 1916. She accepted 
Ch rist in her childhood a nd later became a mem­
ber of the Herreid Baptist Church. She was also 
a member of the Women's Missionary Society. 
She is survived by her husband; one son, Walter, 
and three grandchildren. The funeral service was 
conducted by the Rev. Edward A . Kopf. 

Mrs. Magdalen a H irsch Fischer. 85, of Herreid, 
S.D., died on May 7, 1970. She was born in 
Russia, on M ay 20, 1884. She came to the United 
States with her parems at tbe age of six months . 
She married John Fischer at Herreid, on March 
11, 1906. She was converted at an early age and 
became a member of the Herreid Baptist Church . 
She was also a member of the Women's Mission­
ary Society. Ten children were born to this 
union, nine of whom survive. They arc: Emil; 
the Rev. Arthur Fischer, Henry. Edwin, Martha 
R ueb, Ida a nd Lo rraine Bauer, Ella Molton , and 
Violet H uber; two brothers and five sisters; 34 
grandchildren and 57 great-grandchildren. The 
Rev. Edward A. Kopf was the officiating minister 
at the funeral service. 

Ronald Douglas Schulz, born to Carl and Kath­
erine Schulz Sept. 19, 1949. was killed in action 
in Vietnam April 14, 1970. Ron, converted in 
1958, was an interested and active member of 
the church . 

Surviving him are his parents; one brot her 
D an, one sister, Mrs. L indley (Kathleen) Reimer. 
short term missionary in Cameroon, gr:..rndparcnts. 
Mr. and M rs. Ben Schu lz, and Mrs. Marie Stussy. 
The memorial service was held al the Bet hany 
Baptist Church April 24 with military honors. 
with the Rev. R. H. Zep ik officiating. 

The "In Memoriam" items are to ha,·e :i maxi~ 
11111m of 12 lines. Pa)'mc111, of a flat rare, of $2.00 
per irem is 10 be se111 wirlz 1/ze obi111ary. O 
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NEWS -~{VIEWS 

A.B.S. Gives J. C. Penney 
20 millionth copy of Bible 
NEW YORK, MAY 1 - The symbolic 
20 millionth copy of "Good News for 
Modern Man," the New Testament in 
Today's English Version, was presented 
by the American Bible Society this 
noon to Mr. and Mrs. James Cash 
Penney, in a ceremony in Bible House, 
1865 Broadway, headquarters of the 
Society. 

In receiving the white leather bound 
volume, printed in extra large type, the 
94-year-old founder of J. C. Penney 
Co., gave testimony to his reliance on 
the Scriptures when he said: "If it 
hadn't been for the tra ining of my 
mother and father there would be no 
J. C. Penney Co. today." 

East German church 
p roblems noted 
Religious bodies in the DDR ( East 
Germany) are faced with two common 
problems, a Baptist and ecumenical 
leader from Britain said after a visit 
there. 

"How to persuade the authorities to 
provide sites and building materials to 
start new work, when officials can 
point to the continued need for new 
schools and cultural centres, and also 
to large empty church buildings?" 
wrote Ernest A. Payne on his return. 

The second question facin g DDR 
churches, he said, was this : "How to 
maintain contact with the churches of 
the West and of the "Third World" 
when travel and the import of books 
is vi rtually impossible?" (EBPS) 

Southern seminary joins 
five school consortium 
LOUISVILLE (BP) - The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary here has 
joined with four other seminaries in 
the Indiana-Kentucky area in devel­
oping an educational consortium known 
as the Theological Education Associa­
tion of Mid-America, called by its in­
itials TEAM. 

Other seminaries in the consortium 
are Asbury (Methodist ) Theological 
Seminary, Lexington Theological Sem-
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inary (Disciples of Christ), Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary, and St. Mein­
rad (Catholic) School of Theology. 

The relationship, which has no le­
gally binding structure, will provide 
each of the participating seminaries 
with inter-library circulation and re­
search privileges for students and fac­
ulty. 

Although a continuing exchange of 
students through allowing a full-time 
student at one seminary to take cours­
es at another of the seminaries has not 
yet been worked out, a special month­
long session of student and faculty ex­
change already is in the planning 
stages, with a proposed target date of 
January, 1971. 

Mississippi Action Group 
adopts school sta tement 
JACKSON, Miss. (BP) - Stating that 
the "twin problems of ignorance and 
poverty have already had a strong hold 
on our state," the Christian Action 
Commission of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention urged all Christians in Mis­
s.issippi to face the integration of pub­
lic schools by preserving "the dignity 
and respect of the hur.lan personality 
regardless of race." 

"Common sense, Christian love, and 
concern for each other should be the 
normal pattern for Christian behavior " 
said the statement. ' 
. It pointed out that since Baptists a re 
in the vast majority in Mississippi, "the 
end results after a few years will re­
flect the maturity of Baptist people who 
call themselves Christians." 

Adoption of the statement by the 
comm1ss1on, the state equivalent of the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission , was the first publ ic stand tak­
en by Mississippi Baptist Convention 
leadership concerni ng the turmoil in the 
state following desegregation of pub­
lic school orders by the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in New Orleans. 

Congo missionaries revisit 
"death" site 
A Norwegian Baptist missionary cou­
ple who nearly met death at the hands 
of a rebel executioner four years ago 
have made a pilgrimage to the spot in 
Congo under pleasanter circumstances. 

They are Johannes Holte and his wife, 
Greta, both nearing retirement age. 
They serve in the Uele district of 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

On May 28, 1965, the Holtes were 
captured by a band of rebels and tak­
en on a forced "death walk" in the 
middle of the night through dense jun-

( Continued on page 22 ) 

by Paul Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it. 

According to "Times Bulletin" news­
paper, the top church news for I 969 
in Van Wert, Ohio, was the decision 
by the congregation of the Calvary 
United Methodist Church to withdraw 
from the Methodist denomination to 
form an independent church. The point 
of contention was the denomination's 
feeble stand for Biblical authority and 
evangelism. 

Consequently the dissenting congre­
ga tion was obliged to leave its expen­
sive buildings to the denomination and 
a remnant of several dozen people, and 
find new premises to carry on its mis­
sion. 

But the energetic new group was not 
about to be thwarted. The move was 
made and the statistics tell a rather re­
vealing story. In three months' time 
the average attendance in Sunday 
school jumped from 266 to 315; Sun­
day Morning Worship attendance went 
from 285 to 371 ; the Sunday Evening 
Service from 122 to 185 and the Thurs­
day Evening Service from 74 to 118. 
The financial contributions more than 
doubled, and the building fund p ledges 
far surpassed the set goal. 

For most of us it is very difficult to 
justify any kind of schismatic action in 
the church fellowship. But one thing is 
sure; many local congregations are 
quickl y disenchanted with unwieldy re­
ligious structures that are judicially am­
bitious but prosaic in Biblical vitality. 

It seems quite evident that either the 
hierarchical leadership give solemn con­
sideration to the primacy of the local 
church or prepare to become an emp­
ty shell. O 

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor of 
the E benezer Baptist Church, Van­
couver, B.C. In this column Mr. Sie­
wert analyzes current religious news of 
his choice. 

BAPTIST HERALD 

• The R ev. Kenneth Unruh has ac­
cepted the call to become the pastor of 
the H illside Baptist Church, Dickinson, 
N .D., effective July l , I 970. He pre­
viously served the First Baptist Church, 
George, Iowa. 

• The Rev. Wesley Blackbum has ac­
cepted the call to become the pastor of 
the Washburn Baptist Church, Wash­
burn, N.D ., effective J uly 1, 1970. He 
previously served the First Baptist 
Church, Buffalo Center, Iowa. 

• Mr. Clyde Zimbelman , a recent 
graduate of the North American Bap­
tist College, became the assistant pas­
tor of the Central Baptist Church, Ed­
monton, Alta., effective June I, 1970. 

• The R ev. Helmut M ichelson, a re­
cent graduate of the North American 
Baptist Seminary, has accepted the call 
to become the pastor of the Calvary 
Baptist Church, Corn, Okla. 

• Th e R ev. Darwin Stahl, a recent 
graduate of the North American Bap­
tist Seminary, has accepted the call to 
become the pastor of the Zion Baptist 
Church, Okeene, Okla. 
• The R ev. Fred E. Jan tz has ac­
cepted the call to become the pastor of 
the Swain Oaks Baptist Church, Stock­
ton, Calif. , effective July 1, 1970. H e 
has served as director of youth work at 
the Trinity Baptist Church of Portland, 
Ore. 

OUR STEWARDS HIP RECORD/ NAB BASIC MISSION PROGRAM 
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lhot·s Happening 
• The Rev. Carl Z wart has resigned 
as director of Christian education of the 
Napier Parkview Baptist Church, Bent­
on Harbor, Mich., effective Sept. l , 
1970. 

• The Rev. Ernie Rogalski has accept­
ed the call to become the pastor of the 
Bethel Baptist Church, Anaheim, Calif. , 
effective Sept. 6, 1970. He has been 
serving the Bethany Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, B.C. 

• The R ev. David Harrison bas re­
signed as pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
Church, Hoisington, Kan., to become 
the assistant pastor of a church in 
Great Bend, Kan. 

• The General Council, which met at 
Forest Park, Ill., May 22-23, 1970, took 
the following action on items in addi­
tion to the ones reported in another sec­
tion of this issue of the BAPTIST HER­
ALD: 

(1) Appointed the Rev. H.J. Wilcke 
as the Western Area Secretary, effective 
Sept. 1, 1970. He is presently the pas­
tor of the Salt Creek Baptist Church, 
Dallas, Ore. He will succeed D r. Joe 
Sonnenberg who has served as Western 
District Secretary since 1958 and will 
assume the presidency of the North 
American Baptist College, Edmonton, 
Alta., J uly 1970. 

(2) Approved changing the name of 
"District Secretary" to "Area Secre­
tary." 

( 3) Confirmed the recommendation 
from the Board of Missions to appoint 
18 new missionaries to Cameroon and 
Nigeria, Afr ica. 

( 4) Approved greater exchange of 
personnel and resource ideas among 
member denominations of the North 
American Baptist Fellowship. 

(5 ) Approved the date of 1971 for 
the next Family Conference (Laymen 
and Pastors) and 1972 for the next 
Youth Congress. 

(6) Approved the appointment o f 
an accredited librarian for the N.A.B. 
College. 

(7) Approved the transfer of the 
Editor of Christian Education Litera­
ture, Miss Dorothy Pritzkau, from the 
Roger Williams Press to the D epart­
ment of Christian Education. This 
transfer is made for administrative clar­
ity and efficiency. H er work will vir­
tually remain the same. 

(8) Approved changing the title o f 
the Promotional Coordinator, the Rev. 
John Binder, to Director of Communi­
cations. 

(9) Approved a $1,500,000 mis­
sion budget goal for the fiscal year 
1970-71. 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 

General Council 

Has Spirited 

Debates 

The May 1970, General Council ses­
sions are now history. Actions which 
will have far reaching effects on the 
ministry of our conference in this dec­
ade were taken. Many items sti!l need 
to be decided upon by the delegates to 
the 1970 General Conference in Win­
nipeg, August 4-9. 

About 75 laymen and pastors from 
our nine local conferences and depart­
mental committees and boards engaged 
in spirited debates on the pros and cons 
of some of the critica l issues. They hon­
estly tried to discern the will of God. 
Not all items were approved as sub­
mitted. Some recommendations were 
modified; others were changed com­
pletely, and some were even turned 
down. A spirit of frank and open dis­
cussion of the issues prevailed. 

The issue that caused the most de­
bate was making the associations, rath­
er than the local conferences, the basic 
organizational uni t for area fellowship, 
Christian outreach, denominat ional sta­
tistical and financial reporting and the 
achieving of General Conference ob­
jectives. The debates resulted not from 
a great deal of opposition, though there 
was some, but rather from a lack of 
understanding as to what the change 
really meant. After thorough discus­
sion and more adequate information 
was given, the plans were approved 
without a dissenting vote. Many are 
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already excited about the new possibil­
ities through this simplified structure, if 
the General Conference sees fit to ap­
prove the proposal. 

In the light of the desperately urgent 
needs in our world today, we must do 
a ll we can to simplify and streamline 
our structures, so that objectives may 
be achieved in the most efficient man­
ner. 

~n architectural genius of Chicago, 
Mies van der Rohe, based his designs 
on the principle that simplicity is beau­
ty, or as he put it, "less is more." We 
need to follow such a principle in re­
lationship to our many committees 
~rganizational structures and publica~ 
t1ons on the denominational level as 
well as in local churches. We must 
carefully analyse the purpose and func­
tion of everything we are doing to see 
if " less might not be more." 

The reports to the General Council 
by various denominational staff mem­
bers indicated that some new innova­
tions had been undertaken during the 
past year. Some turned out very well, 
and others were possibly mistakes. This 
is a risk that is always taken by those 
who are interested in creati.ve improve­
ments. Fletcher L. Byrom, president 
?f Kop~ers Co. in Pittsburgh, Pa. , at an 
mternattonal convention of business 
men said, "Make sure you generate a 
:easonable number of mistakes." Here 
ts how h~ expla!ned this strange piece 
~f executive advice: "Too many execu­
t1.v~s . are s~ afraid of error that they 
ng1d1fy their organization with checks 
a.nd coun~erchecks, discourage innova­
tion and , tn the end, so structure them­
selves that they will miss the kind f 
offbeat opportunity that can send 
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company sKyrocketing. 

" If you can come to the end of a 
year a.nd say that you haven't made 
~ny m1sta~es,. then I say, brother, you 
JUSt ha~en t tned everything you should 
have trted." 

The Bi ble also says that 'The intelli­
gent man is always open to new ideas 
in fact he looks for them" (Prov 18 : 
I 5, Living Proverbs). If our confe~enc~ 
a~d . chur~hes "."ant to have an effective 
mm1stry m this decade, we will need 
to be open to necessary changes. We 
don't want changes for the sake of 
change but rather to fulfill the mission 
of Christ in greater measure. - J.B. 

OIPIEN 
D IlAILOCG UIE 
letters to the editor 

Dear Editor: "To the editorial , 'Facts 
About Ministers' Salaries,' and other 
related articles, I feel compelled to re­
spond . Before taking my first NAB 
pastorate I spent a few choice minutes 
in Glen Ellyn, Ill. , with a godly pastor 
who was then our General Conference 
Moderator. He told me never to for­
get two things; ( l) God is Sovereign, 
( 2) You are only His servant. 

" My wife and I have always be­
lieved God would provide our needs 
(Phi l. 4: 19) ; maybe not our selfish 
wants' The last five years of pastoral 
work have been most wonderful and 
blessed. God has kept His promise. Of 
course, being a pastor is not the most 
lucrative work and there have been the 
usual expected problems, but joy and 
peace of doing God's will is better than 
money. God's people have been won­
derful to us. They pay us a very fine 
salary - provide us a house in which to 
live - bring us food and give us love 
and concern which money cannot buy. 
How could we ask for more? Many of 
them receive less annual income than 
we receive and the farmers especially 
are experiencing a real financial crisis. 

"Compared to the survey which Min­
isters Life and Casualty U nion made, 
we fa ll below the median income of 
American protestant ministers. I'm not 
interested in comparison to profession­
als, craftsmen and laborers, for I have 
a higher calling - to be a man of God. 
My Lord had no place to even lay His 
head. I don't 'moonlight' and my wife 
does not work outside the home. Our 
furniture is second hand; we do not 
participate in long range savings or in­
vestment programs, government insur­
ance or health insurance. We are in 
debt because we bought a car to use in 
the Lord's work. We believe the invest­
ment we try to make in home and for­
eign missions, NAB and others, is the 
greatest savings program available ac­
cording to Matthew 6: 19-21. 

"Tragically, the ministry for manY 
has become a profession. Some pastors 
want to live on a higher standard than 
those around them. Why shouldn' t a 
pastor, if he's a man of God be as 
dedicated and willing to sacrific~ as our 
foreign missionaries? Bill Cowell, pas­
tor, Marion, Kan. 

BAPTIST HERALD 

The songs and faces of the College 
Singers, who were described by one 
pastor as "the greatest event in the 
work of missions in our conference," 
can be yours again to enjoy. 

Here is an opportunity for you who 
did not hear and see the College 
Singers, while they were in America, 
to experience their music for the first 
time. 

The film was reproduced from a 
te levision program given in Portland, 
Oregon. 

This 23-minute, sound, color, movie 
ri1rn is available for a missionary offe r­
ing. 

ORDER FORM 

Order from the Communications Department, North American Baptist General 
Conference, 7308 Madison St., Forest Park, Ill. 60130. (Canadians order from the 
North American Baptist College, 25th Ave., 115th St., R.R. 3, S. Edmonton, Alta., 

Canada.) 

THE COLLEGE SINGERS 
Viewing date: First choice -------------------------------------·-----------------------------------­

Second choice ------·------------------------------------------------------------

Send film to: 



Leadership Churches 
Their total g iving to the North American Baptist Genera l Conference basic mission program and ca pital fu nds 
campaigns for the fisca l yea r 1969-70 

TOTAL DOLLAR GIVING TOTAL PER CAPITA GIVING 

1. $45,3 17.21 First Baptist, Lodi, Calif. 1. $131.69 Forest Park Baptist, Forest Park, Ill. 
2. $43,022.03 Grosse Pointe Baptist, Grosse Pointe 2. $130.05 First Baptist, Lorraine, Kan. 

Woods, Mich. 3. $110.86 Ridgemont Baptist, East Detroit, Mich. 
3. $39,023.92 Ridgemont Baptist, East Detroit, Mich. 4. $106.65 Immanuel Baptist, Loyal, Okla. 
4. $38,006.68 Napier Parkview Baptist, Benton Harbor, 5. $104.72 Glenbard Baptist, Glen Ellyn, III. 

Mich. 6. $104.41 First Baptist, Plevna, Mont. 
5. $37,928.06 Forest Park Baptist, Forest Park, Il l. 7. $ 94.23 ·First Baptist, Corona, S.D. 
6. $37,196.44 First Baptist, Lorraine, Kans. 8. $ 92.61 Mowata Baptist, Branch, La. 
7. $35,445.60 Trinity Baptist, Portland, Ore. 

9. $ 90.73 First Baptist, Auburn, Mich. 
8. $29,607.62 Magnolia Baptist, Anaheim, Calif. 

10. $ 90.47 Faith Baptist, Minneapolis, Minn. 9. $29,377.04 First Baptist, Emery, S.D. 
11. $ 88.95 Temple Baptist, Jansen, Sask. 10. $25,824.61 Parma Heights Baptist, Cleveland, Ohio. 

11. $24,789.51 Faith Baptist, Minneapolis, Minn. 12. $ 87.12 Greenfield Baptist, South Edmonton, Alta. 
12. $24,245.75 McDermot Avenue Baptist, Winnipeg, 13. $ 86.92 First Baptist, Emery, S.D. 

Man. 14. $ 75.25 Pilgrim Baptist, Philadelphia, Pa. 
13. $23,324.10 Ebenezer Baptist, Detroit, Mich. 15. $ 71.39 Parkdale Baptist, Drumheller, Alta. 
14. $23,057.43 Bethany Baptist, Vancouver, B.C. 16. $ 70.3 1 Carbon Baptist, Carbon, Alta. 
15. $22,125.3 1 Pilgrim Baptist, Philadelphia, Pa. 17. $ 69.87 Bethany Baptist, Vancouver, B.C: 
16. $21,682.22 Oak Street Baptist, Burlington, Iowa. 

18. $ 69.65 Ebenezer Baptist, Wessington Springs, S.D. 17. $21,451.55 Ebenezer Baptist, Vancouver, B.C. 
19. $ 67.61 Calvary Baptist, Stafford, Kan. 18. $19,218.07 Riverview Baptist, West St. Paul, Minn. 
20. $ 58.31 Anamoose Baptist, Anamoose, N.D. 19. $17,510.27 First Baptist, Auburn, Mich. 

20. $17,161.81 Temple Baptist, Lodi, Calif. 21. $ 58.09 Calvary Baptist, Bethlehem, Pa. . 
21. $16,648.58 Redeemer , Warren, Mich. 22. $ 57.71 Riverview Baptist, West St. Paul, Minn. 
22. $16,414.04 Salt Creek Baptist, Dallas, Ore. 23. $ 56.77 Aplington Baptist, Aplington, Iowa. 
23. $15,503.07 First Baptist, St. Joseph, Mich. 24. $ 56.68 Redeemer Baptist, St. Paul, Minn. 
24. $15,329.26 Aplington Baptist, Aplington, Iowa. 25. $ 54.32 Grosse Pointe Baptist, Grosse Pointe Woods, 
25. $15, 117.27 Bethel Baptist, Anaheim, Calif. Mich. 

The "Macedonian" churches have given magnificently: will you not do so too? 
"Now my brothers, we must tell you about the g~ace that God has given to the Macedonian churches. Somehow, in most 
difficult circumstances, their jo.y in the fact of berng down to t?eir last penny themselves, produced a magnificent concern for 
other people. . . In fact they simply begged us to accept their gifts and so let them share the honor of supporting their brothers 
in Christ. Nor was their gift, as I must confess I had expected. a mere cash payment. Instead they made a complete dedication 
of t~emselves first to t?e Lord and then to us, as ~od_'s appointed ministers . .. Already you are well to the fore in every good 
quality - you have !a1th, you ca.n express th~t faith 10 words; you have knowledge, enthusiasm and your love for us. Could 
you not add generosity to your virtues? I don t want you to read this as an order. It is only my suggestion, prompted by 
what I .have seen in ot~ers of eagerness to he;p. and here. is a way to prove the reality of your love. Do you remember t~e 
generosity of Jesus Chnst, the Lord of us all . He was nch beyond our telling yet he became poor for your sake so that his 
poverty might make you rich" (Excerpts from II Cor. 8:1 -9 Phillips). ' 
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