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World Mission of Reconciliation 

Through Jesus Christ 
God through Christ changed us from enemies 
into his friends , and gai:e us the task of making 
others his friends also. -

2 CO RI NT ll lAN S 5 :1 8 TE V 

Baptists working together for world reconciliation through Jesus Christ 

CALL TO COMMITMENT: 

As chasms of misunderstanding, fear, and hate cleave our world 
into hostile factions, we boldly proclaim our faith that Jesus Christ is 
the one hope of reconciliation. 

Remarkable spiritual victories in many countries challenge us to 
intensify our endeavors to fulfill the mission to which Christ calls us. 

We acknowledge that some of today's problems and crises result 
from our failure to proclaim and practice the gospel. We confess that 
we have not always loved others as Christ loves us, and have often been 
guilty of inconsistencies with the gospel we preach. 

We, therefore, seek divine forgiveness and genuine spiritual re
n ewal. We commit ourselves to the privilege and responsibility of being 
ambassadors for Christ seeking to bring about reconciliation between 
man and God, and between man and man. 

We appeal to the Baptists of the world to unite our resources in a 
World Mission of Reconciliation through Jesus Christ, dedicating 
ourselves: 

1) to seek spiritual renewal through repentance, prayer, and Bible 
study, 

2) to express the love of God in positive, practical ministries of 
reconciliation, 

3) to proclaim in word and d e ed through creative, relevant ap
proaches, the gospel of Jesus Christ to all men, 

4) to motivate believers to discover, develop, and use their God
e ntrusted abilities in dynamic witnessing, 

5) to lead new believers immediately into warm Christian fellow
s hip and active service for Christ and men, 

6) to seek the transforming of society by challenging all people, 
individually and corporately, to apply Biblical principles to personal 
conduct and social relationships. 

A project of the Baptist World Alliance 
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CREATIVE 
LEADERSHIP 

IN THE 
CHURCH 

A handbook containing job descrip
tion0s for specific areas of service in 
the church. 

Among those included are: 

Chairman of the Board of Chris
tian Education 

Sunday School Superintendent 
and Assistant 

Departmental Superintendent 

Sunday School Teacher 

Home or Extension Department 

Junior Youth Group Leader 

Children's Church Director 

Mission Education Committee and 
Chairman 

Leadership Education Committee 

Library Committee and Librarian 

Audio Visuals Committee and 
Librarian 

plus many more. 

These may be easily adapted to 
your church program and ministry. 

Please send ............ . copies of 
" Creative Leadership in the Church" 
at $1.25 per copy to: 

Name ..... _ .......... ······················-· 

Address ....... . --·········· -·· ............ . 

Mail this coupon to: 

Roger Williams Press 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Pa rk, Illinois 60130 
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PATRIOTISM 
OUTDATED 

OR UPDATED .... . 
by Paul Simon 

Is patriotism outmoded? Or is it merely that a reassess
ment of the old patriotic values is in order? Is it still 
possible today to say "I love my country" without being 
hypocritical or without being maudlin or without being 
phony? I s loyalty to country dangerous, causing inter
national conflicts? 

What is wrong with traditional patriotism? 
It is not patriotism - properly understood - that has 

been tried and fa iled . It is we who have failed. We are 
like Pogo in the comic strip when he said, " We have met 
the enemy and they is us!" 

We have fa iled wherever we have lost sight of our 
ideals, where we have substituted meaningless phrases 
for living ideals . It is this failure that our younger fellow 
citizens question . It is the unfinished business on our na
tions' agendas of public business that is causing us most 
of our d ifficulties. 

In mentioning our shortcomings we must be careful not 
to feel that we are the victims of " bad times." We can 
take solace from the inscription on the wall of a European 
church : "This church was built in the worst of times." 
It can tru ly be said that mature people are made not 
only out of good times but also out of bad times. 

There are some hopeful signs. There is a deep-seated 
- and healthy - desire on the part of young people to 
improve our society. While it sometimes is unfortunately 
expressed in extreme forms, our youth 's interest in cor
recting the ills which plague us is a major sign of hope 
for our nations. 

This idealistic approach on the part of some of the 
young leads to a healthy questioning of what our society 
is and is not doing. Many of us make an error of becom
ing overly defensive whenever this questioning suggests 
that mistakes have been made. I t is always time for ad
mitting our mistakes . A change in approach is sometimes 
hard to achieve in government or business o r the church, 
?ecause it implies past mistakes of judgment. The reality 
1s that we should be wi lling and prepared to reverse or 
shift gears without implication of d ishonor. 

'_' Pat~iotism". that is simply a defense of the status quo, 
wh ~ch 1s unw11Img to see the need for improvement, 
which does not recognize the possibility of a nation 
headed by human beings mak ing mistakes, does no ser
vice to any nat ion. The person who says to a cit izen of 
Guatemala, " I am better than you because I am a citizen 
of the United States" - or Canada - is not a patriot 
but a fool. 

M~. Paul Simon is the Lieutenant Governor of Illinois, 
a wnler and a clergyman's son . This article is addressed 
to bo1h Canadian and A merican readers, especially for 
the July l and July 4 celebrations. 
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It is not enough to say, "I love my country." We must 
say instead, "I love my country enough to do what must 
be done to make it a better place in which to live - not 
just for myself and my family, but also for my fellow 
citizens as well. " That type of patriotism will always be 
needed. 

Part of the success of our nations has been their ability 
to accommodate change at the appropriate time. Our 
countries on the North American continent are still young. 
We must be cautious about introducing ha rdening of the 
arteries into what are otherwise still young bodies. We 
mus t not falter in our ability to make improvements. 
T his means we must adm it past mistakes. The deter
mination - and the patience - to right a wrong is mean
ingful and rewarding. Continuous denunciation and vilifi
cation of the shortcomings of the system or defense and 
support of only one way of doing th ings are a disservice 
to a nation. 

Another disservice is vio lence. Anger and sadness and 
grievances must be constructively directed and rationally 
channeled. IlJs in our society are never cured by violence. 
No lesson could be more clear. 

Ralph Nader is usually described as a crusader. I prefer 
to think of him as a patriot. Someone has said that the 
job of governme nt officials is to do their tasks well enough 
so that periodic crusades are unnecessary. I like to think 
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of all citizens meeting our individual responsibilities, so 
that crusades would become unnecessary. This, it seems 
to me, is what Ralph N ader in essence is doing. Where he 
sees a wrong, he points to what he thinks ought to be 
done to make a right. 

Nader is actively seeking to restore quality to li fe, to 
make li fe better for all. Is this not patriotism of the high
est order? 

There is a tendency to think of patriotism in terms of 
flying the flag on holidays, or singing the national anthem 
at public events. But patriotism is not an occasional 
thing. Patriotism is an everyday responsibility, to be 
shared and worked at by citizens 365 days a year. As 
the late Adla i Stevenson put it, " What do we mean by 
patriotism in the context of our times? I venture to sug
gest that what we mean is a sense of national responsi
bility . .. - to walk in it in serenity and wisdom , with 
self-respect of all mankind ; a patriotism that puts coun
try ahead of self; a patriotism which is not short, frenzied 
outbursts of emotion, but the tranquil a nd steady dedica
tion of a lifetime. The dedication of a lifetime - these 
are words that are easy to utter, but this is a mighty as-
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signment. For it is often eas ier to fight for principles 
than to live up to them." 

What is wrong, in fact, with defining patriotism as the 
active pursuit by all citizens of the highest ideals for 
which a nation can strive? This definition allows us to 
salute the flag with a greater sense of pride, sing our na
tional anthem with gusto and a real sense of enthusiasm, 
while at the same time working toward such meaningful 
goals as better housing, higher incomes, a cleaner environ
ment with a realization that all of our citizens are sharing 
in the pursuit of a common cause. 

Let me add tha t I am no t unmindful of the responsi
bilities of those of us who serve in public life. It is easy 
enough for us to ask the full measure of citizenship and 
pa triotism from every citizen. We as public o fficials must 
be willing to exercise restraint where necessary, to speak 
boldly when called for , and to lead when required. 

Those of us in public places must restore public con
fidence in the honesty and credibility of government of
ficials. In my own case, I have voluntarily disclosed my 
income in detail for the 16 years I have been in public 
life as a step in the d irection of lett ing the public know 
that my motive is not to put a dollar in my pocket. I 
have tried also to be conscious that the public deserves 
to know what is going on. There are no real secrets in 
public li fe and there is no reason to pretend so. P ublic 
disclosure of income and the disclosure of truth to the 
public are, it seems to me, two principles which must re
main in the forefront for all of us who run for election 
and seek to serve the public. 

We also must strive for the ability to " disagree with
out being disagreeable." We may not like what some
one else thinks or says, but we must relearn tolerance of 
the views of others. T his is a n essential element in pa
triotism. We must adhere to the pr inciple of freedom of 
expression. 

In a similar vein, we must be less suspicious of other 
people's motives. When o thers advance programs or phi
losophies or points of view opposed to ours, we must be 
able to question their views but not their motives. D is
ruption of an orderly society comes when we begin to 
question each o ther's motives. 

I t is, finally, this dispari ty between what we say we 
believe and what we actually do that causes the major 
problem. The obvious disparity between rich and poor, 
whi te and non-white, priv ileged and lowly, h as become a 
major concern of many. The poor among us do not un
derstand our massive investment in armaments . T hey do 
understand hunger, disease, and the lack of money. Ma ny 
of our young people do not agree with our commitment 
in South Vietnam. T hey do understand that many of 
their friends have d ied there. Our senior citizens do not 
understand what causes inflation. They do u nderstand 
that their pension checks don' t allow them to live in the 
dignity we say we want them to have. T he solution is a 
true exercise of patriotism - a determination to mesh 
word and deed together in a bond that proclaims loud 
a nd clear for all to hear, "We are a nation whose citizens 
dream d reams that become reality. hold hopes that be
come meaningful, and serve their fellow cit izens in the 
pursuit of the common goal of a better life for all." 
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by Henry G. Ramus Big Church Success 
Through Small Church ·Principles 

Sunday begins early at the First Baptist Church of Van Nuys, 
California. The four large parking lots begin filling up 
shortly after nine a .m. Clusters of people continually hustle 
about, making their way to the church sanctuary for the 
early worship service. 

The six-year-old, $1 .3 million sanctuary seats 1700 people 
comfortably, but the audience often swells to 2500. Both 
the 9:30 and 11 :00 a .m. worship services are crowded. A 
third service, with a different sermon and a variety of music 
is offered at 7: 15 p.m. It, too, is generally crowded, with 
many young people making up a good portion of the audi
ence. 

The silver-blue pipes of the $102,000 Casavant organ 
dominate the front of the red, white, and gold palatial 
sanctuary. The church has developed a full music program 
involving 35 choirs and some 1600 persons. They innovated 
the Living Christmas Tree, which is a thousand voice choral 
program presented annually in a specially constructed set
ting that takes the shape of a large Christmas tree with 
singers perched among its branches, all the way to the top. 
It has be come a most popular eve nt of the Yuletide sea son: 
last year five pe rformances of the program were given to an 
a udience of over 2,000 each time. 

The church has grown to almost 9,000 members. It is the 
largest Baptist church in the western stoles. Its Sunday 
school ranks a s the eighth largest in the notion, with ap
proximately 4,000 e nrolled. They ope rate 11 buses in the ir 
ministry. 

The Rev. Henry J. Ramus is director of children's ministry, 
N orth American Baptist General Conference. 

Van Nuys, Calif. 
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The church's budget hos increased to $1.5 million, os the 
result of a strong tithing program. As the pastor phrased it, 
when he welcomed 32 new members during a Sunday 
morning service: " Each new member welcomed into this 
church is given two things: a New Testament, for this is a 
New Testament church, and a package of envelopes, for this 
is a tithing church. 

In spite of this tremendous growth, the church is not 
without problems. When Dr. Harold L. Ficke tt, Jr. became 
the pastor of the 3,700-member congregation twelve years 
ago, he resolved then to get his people involved in so many 
new programs that they would not have time to think about 
their problems. 

With twelve persons, they began a se nior citizens program 
called the Jolly Sixties. This grew to over 800 members and 
averages 300 members in attendance each month. They 
built up the youth program the church already had. They 
began a program for the blind and next, for the deaf. A 
Christian day-school for children in kindergarten through 
sixth grade was another venture which now serves 400 chil
dren. 

"We began to innovate," the pastor recalls. The Living 
Christmas Tree presentation, a halfway house with a full 
time minister to deal with the narcotics proble m, a coffee
house ministry, and a full family counseling service with three 
licensed fomily counselors were some of the successful ven
tures. 

G iving leadership to all of these activities, and ministering 
to such a la rge congregation, requires a church staff of 120 
full-time and part-time workers. These workers ore divided 
into seven departments of ministry: pastoral care; family 
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counseling; Christian education; missions; music; day-school; 
and business. The re is a full-time department head for each 
department and they meet with the pastor each week to 
coordinate their ministries. The department heads, in turn, 
meet with their staff of helpers. 

An eleven-man trustee board forms the pastor's "cabinet" 
and they have complete authority to run the church. These 
men must have a dedicated love for Christ, be familiar with 
the church program, and possess a sound business sense in 
order to qualify for the position. They officially report to 
the congre gation only once a year. "Of course, anything they 
adopt," the pastor says, "has been prayed through, God
sought, and Holy Spirit led, so that it is of the Lord's leading. 
One of the most glorious things that can happen is for a 
church to let the trustees have a free hand in the Lord's 
business. 

The church is strongly evangelistic in its outreach. "Ev
erything we do is for evangelistic outreach," declares Pastor 
Ficke tt. Each Sunday school deportment has its own visita
tion ministry and outreach leader. There ore two full and 
three part-time staff workers that guide the visitation pro
gram of the church. Each Monday evening, from 40 to 80 
people meet to do visitation. Once a month, they canvas an 
area on a door-to-door basis to talk to people about Christ. 
The church sponsors hamburger fries to climax tournament 
sport events, with a top Christian sportsman featured a s the 
speaker to present the gospel to an audience of 400 or more, 
many of whom are not from the church. 

Each worship service includes an altar call. There is rare ly 
a Sunday that passes without a number of persons coming 
forward to receive Christ. Referring to their music program, 
the pastor sums up their eva ngelistic fe rvor by saying: "The 
1600 people in our choirs is also eva ngelism." 

The church is e qually missionary-minde d. It has devote d 
$318,000 to missionary efforts this year. Sunday school mis
sion e mphasis is carried on through the de partme nt leaders. 
There is a church-wide missionary confe rence once a year. 
Se lected dynamic missionary speakers give the congregation 
exposure to missionaries. 

The Missionary Assistance Corps (MAC) is a group of en
listed and screened young people who are actually sent to 
the mission field to assist the missionaries during the summer 
months. Last year, 99 youth were sent .to the Ori~ ~t. They 
do follow-up work, tra in young people in evange l1st1c work, 
and conduct Bible seminars. A musica l team called the 
Certa in Sounds is part of the MAC group. This year they are 
planning to visit the CALGARY S!ampede in Al~~rta. to get 
more Canadian young people excited about Chnst1an1ty. 

What is the secret of this church's increa sing ministry a nd 
success? Dr. Fickett states: " No one is trying to bu ild his 
own empire he re, but everyone is trying to build the Lord's 
kingdom. Everyone is on the team." 

The church's philosophy is one of positive emphasis, 
shunning negativism. She sees her God-given task clearly 
and, as a service institution with an obligation to the com
mun ity, responsibly seeks to get the job done. Of course, 
the church trustees a lso have the complimentary philosophy 
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of getting what is needed to do a good job. 
" Involvement is a unique success factor," one church 

member noted. The people respond readi ly to the fervent 
call for action from the pulpit. "We are told to be doers of 
the word and not just thinkers," the pastor told his people 
in a sermon. " Dedication means getting into the nitty-gritty 
work of Jesus Christ. God help you get involved with the 
work of the Lord. Revival begins with you through con
version; then serve the Lord with fear. You need to make 
your contribution to revival." Sermonic words, such as these, 
suggest the thrust of the church's ministry and the re a son 
for its success. 

The church is unified through Dr. Fickett's confident pas
toral leadership and Biblical preaching. "The heart of adult 
ministry is a strong pulpit ministry," says the adult director. 
He reported that the adult department is the fastest growing 
department in the Sunday school, with over 1,000 in overage 
attendance and 1,400 enrolled. 

Another observer remarke d, "The pastor is fool enough to 
preach old-fashione d, Bible-packed messages and is getting 
a hearing. Young people flood the evening service in their 
mod dress and all, a s well as many young families with small 
children." 

The people radiate e nthusia sm and friendliness. Greeters 
are at each door and there are ushers galore . Twenty 
ushers receive the morning offering. Their weekly giving 
amounts to about $30,000 which is a success figure for any 
church. 

For all its bigness, there is an intimate smallness that 
unique ly contributes to their growth. The individual is im
portant. His personal needs are personally met. This is e m
phasized in the way visitors and members alike are rece ived, 
preached to, counseled , traine d, and challenged to g ive of 
themselves and their substance to the Lord's work. The 
pastor sums it up best in the words; "Our church is growing 
and many others like ours, because we are a Bible-preaching, 
Bible-believing, Christ-exalting orga nization." That formula 
can spell success for any church, big or small. 

You see, large churches are succee ding by applying simple 
principles that can become operative in small churches as 
well. A vita lly active and cre ative church program, tithing
based, involvement-centered, pulpit-supported, evangelistic 
in outreach and Holy Spirit led is within the reach of every 
Christ-centered church. To be missionary minded, positive 
in outlook, e nthusiastic, tea m spirite d, and radiating friendli
ness and concern for the individual, is the approved birth
right of any church, any size. 

In other words, a small church can succeed too, if it is 
faithful to Christ in basic principles that lead to big church 
success. It is the same dynamic Christ served by both. Ac
tua lly, largeness is not necessarily a factor in growth and re
newal. In God's geography, anywhere is a big p lace if God is 
there. 

The words of our triennial emphasis theme scripture enun
ciate a wa y to greatness. "You must be made new in mind 
and spirit, and put on the new nature of Gods creating, which 
shows itself in the just and devout mind called for by the 
truth." (Eph. 4:23-24 N.E.B.) Launched into that ki nd of 
re lationship with God, you can effectively make your con
tribution to renewal and church growth. "This can be the 
greatest year of spiritual productivity," as Dr. Fickett 
phrased it for his people, "providing each of us, as members 
and frie nds, will complete ly yie ld ~.imse l f to the Holy Spirit's 
leadership in his life." 0 
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Theology 
Of the 

BlAC< 
Experience 

by Sam Berg 

"Black Theology, Church a nd Com
munity," wa s the theme of the a nnual 
Spring Convoca tion lecture series held 
at the North America n Baptist Semi
nary in Sioux Falls, S.D., March 23-
24. 

Dr. David T. Shannon, eastern di
rector of the American Higher Educa
tion Service of the American Baptist 
Board of Education and Publica tion 
was the lecture r. In a series of five 
lectures, he gave students, facu lty a nd 
pastors a clear and candid exposure 
to the theology of the bla ck experie nce. 

Dr. David T. Shannon is a Christia n, 
a black and a schola r. His audie nce 
at our seminary was Christian, white, 
and in some degree somewhat less 
scholarly. Yet there was a common 
ground. The common ground that ex
isted between Dr. Shannon and his 
audience was faith in Christ and a 
commitment to His Kingdom. This 
common ground forced us to recog
nize that we were sitting at the feet of 
a leader and a teacher, one who had 
also sat at the feet of our Teacher. 

Dr. Shannon did not come to casti
gate our apathy towards the problems 
of blackness, nor did he come to pla-

Sam Berg is a middler student at the 
North American Baptist Seminary in 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 

cote our indigna tion towards black 
militancy. Rother, he came to shore 
- a s one Christion brother to other 
Christian brethren. He ca me to share 
- the task of the Ki ngdom of God in 
one area of human suffering as he saw 
it. He ca me to share - his knowledge 
of history a nd the Scriptures. He came 
to sha re - his fa ith in Christ and in a 
redeemed humanity. 

His knowledge of history showed us 
the origins of American slavery as the 
reacting of a race -orie nted bia s to
wards an economic opportunity which 
requ ired cheap labor. It showed us a 
picture of President Lincoln as a skill
fu l politi cian and able Commander
in-Chief of the armed forces, inte rested 
in the preservation of the union a nd in 

winning a war, the ma jor issue of 
which was economic. 

His knowledge of the tea chings of 
Christ as re lated to history showed us 
that slavery wa s possib le on ly when it 
was denied that ALL men were created 
in the " image of God," only when it 
was denied that ALL men have a soul, 
only when it wa s denied that " God 
so loved the WORLD." Then it be
came possible to sa y that "the b lo ck 
man ha s no rights which the white 
man must respect." 

His faith in Christ showed us tha t 
God's revelation in Christ was "to 
preach the good news to the poor, to 
proclaim liberty to t he captives, and re 
covery of sight to the bl ind, to set 
free the oppressed" (Luke 4: 18). This 

Dr. Shannon meeting and conversing with seminary students, 
faculty, and pastors. 
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becomes a touchstone in the theology 
of the black experience. The block 
man identifies with the oppressed -
the enslaved Hebrew in Egypt, the ex
iled Hebrew in Babylon. In his op
pressed sta te, he fi nds the strength to 
fig ht back, to strugg le to ma inta in a 
sense of personhood, because God ha s 
"visited" him (Ps. 8:4). He finds tha t 
it is not a hope less task, beca use God 
who has d ecided to act to become his 
deliverer. God is at work where peo
ple are oppressed (Ps. 103:6). 

The a ccepta ble year of the Lord for 
Shannon is when the gospe l is preached 
to the oppressed (Luke 4: 19). "The 
black man's hope is not in a vague 
kind of a fte r-l ife," Dr. Shannon said . 
" His hope has alwa ys had a this
worldly element, a s seen in his music, 
for exa mple. It is a concrete hope for a 
full-fledged existence in this life," be
cause Jesus sa id that this Scripture -
Luke 4: 18 - had been fulfilled "this 
day" (v. 21 ). 

Dr. Shannon left us with three sug
gestions as to how we could apply the 
gospe l in the area of ra ce re latio.ns. 
First, he suggested that we question 
our own a ssumptions about races. 
This should be d one, he said, in the 
light of the Bible. Hove we been guilty 
of t hinking, subconsciously or con
sciously that one race is superior to 
a nother? Have we assumed on idea of 
non- responsibility in a nd for situations 
tha t do not immediately a ffect us? 

Secondly, he suggested that we pro
vide opportunities for exposure be
yond our immediate, re latively isolated 
church a nd community groups. There 
a re a t lea st two o ther minority groups, 
the American India ns a nd the Spa nish
Americans. These, together with the 
blacks, probably provide some prox
imity with a minority group for most 
of our North American Baptist 
churches. 

Thirdly, Dr. Sha nnon suggested that 
we ask ourselves questions a bout 
stereotypes. For instance, are most 
blacks really on welfare? Are they 
really a s a rule more capable as a th
letes but less capa ble a s students? Too 
often, we affirm such statements on 
the ba sis of individua l a nd isolated 
incidents without taking a ccount of the 
overall picture. 

Jesus Christ is the fu lfillment of the 
scriptures. As his followers, we fulfill 
the Scripture as we carry on his work 
of proclaiming - in word and deed -
the good news to the oppressed. In 
God's economy, because we hove been 
privi leged, we have been made re 
sponsible. 0 
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TEAM 1 REPORT 
by Diana Mayer 
Seeing the sights in New York City and 
Washington, D.C.; establishing close 
friendships that will never be forgotten; 
growing in love and understanding as 
a team; and witnessing the power of 
God as He met the needs of searching 
souls and transformed their lives - all 
of these a re the memories we have of 
the last half of our tour as Team 1. 

It began as we served our twelfth 
church in Buffalo, N.Y., the Temple 
Baptist Church. Though uncooperative 
weather deterred us from doing much 
visitation work, we found a warm 
group of people who eagerly demon
strated their love and thoughtfulness to 
the team in many ways. 

Back into Canada again, we served 
at the Pineland Baptist Church in Bur
lington, Ont. We were revived from 
our mid-winter slump by the exciting 
visitation program which was already 
an integral part of their ministry, and 
we thoroughly enjoyed doing visitation 
work with the enthusiastic church mem
bers. 

Returning to New York State, we 
found ourselves working in the Latta 
Road Baptist Church in R ochester. The 
stimulating discussions with church 
members in the Bible studies and in 
the evening workshops were a reward
ing part of our m inistry. The evening 
services in Latta Road were also well
attended. 

Leaving the Great Lakes area, we 
drove quite a distance to the Atlantic 
Coast and the King's H ighway Baptist 
Church of Bridgeport, Conn. We were 
thankful to see how God had prepared 
hearts there for our coming and that 
young people and adults made deci
sions for Christ. 

Our next stop was in Parsippany, 
N.J. at Troy Hills Baptist, where we 
spent many hours doing survey calling 
in the surrounding areas. We especially 
appreciated the diligence of church 
members who came out each evening 
to help us in prospect calling. We were 
also pleased tha t the Rev. Edgar Klatt 
rejoined the team while in Parsippany. 

In addition to survey calling for the 
Immanua l Baptist Church, Woodside, 
N.Y. , we also attempted to give away 
copies of Good N ews for Modem Man 
at each door. We pray that these 

copies of God's Word will lead people 
to Christ, who otherwise would prob
ably not be reached. 

Then we headed westward into Penn
sylvania and spent six days at the Tem
ple Baptist Church in Pittsburgh. D ur
ing our stay there, we had a good 
ministry in presenting a program for 
the Father and Son's banquet, which 
found many men from the community 
in attendance. It was our opportunity 
to also present a program at the Pitts
burgh city-wide Youth for Christ rally. 

Next on our schedule was the Cal
vary Baptist Church of Penn Hills, a 
suburb of Pittsburgh. Instead of train
ing people for visitation, we Volunteers 
became the trainees of several skilled 
lay people and the pastor. This was a 
unique and valuable experience be
cause we gained new methods to in
corporate into our own visitation pat
terns. 

The last church we visited in Penn
sylvania was the South H ills Baptist 
Church of Erie. We were encouraged 
as we sensed an awakened awareness 
among church members to become 
more dedicated witnesses in their re
spective situations and relationships. 

After spending so much time in the 
industrial cities, we were happy to 
travel westward again and get a breath 
of fresh spring air in North Freedom, 
Wis. The North Freedom Baptist 
Church proved to be a hardworking 
church with a real concern for the 
spiritual welfare of the community. 

Our last crusade was held in Nor
ridge, Ill ., at the First Baptist Church. 
We spent our time there in visitation 
and also presented some programs at 
the N.A.B. Office in Forest Park. Again, 
we appreciated the interest shown by 
the young people in our work and their 
help in visitation. 

We want to thank all of you readers 
for your prayers on our behalf during 
this past year. A nd we also wish to 
again thank those who personally made 
our stay in their churches so enjoyable 
and rewarding. Our prayer is that lives 
h ave been renewed, that churches have 
received a new spirit, and that we may 
all continue to work to bring people to 
Christ. O 

TEAM 2 REPORT 
by Larry Plucker 
As we travelled from Ellinwood, K an., 
to Portland, Or. , we were very much 
aware that people were praying for us. 
Although the driving condit ions were 
treacherous, we arrived safely at the 
Bethany Baptist Church. Our guest 
evangelist for this campaign was the 

(Continued on page JO) 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Mrs. K wrote a letter about a Chris
tian's activities but it has been omitted 
because it was primarily a series of 
Bible verses including Ps. 1: 1; Mt. 5 : 
10-11; Ga l. 5 :24; Tit. 2: 12; 2 Cor. 
6 :17; 1 John 2:15-16. 

Dear Mrs. K: Thank you for your let
ter. I know it was meant in the spirit 
of helpfulness and I am grateful for 
your concern. It is important to grap
ple with the problem of a Christian's 
activities for two reasons. First, as 
Christians we must seek to help other 
Christians to mature in their thinking. 
Second, we must learn to recognize 
what the Bible says and what it does 
not say. I think I sense what you 
meant by your extended quotation of 
Bible verses, but unfortunately you did 
not say what you meant. Even more 
significant, however, is the fact that al
though you think your quotation of 
Bible verses has answered Mrs. Z's 
question ( B.H. March issue, Forum) 
you are fa r from replying to her, be
cause you have assumed that certain 
activi ties are right or wrong in a ll cir
cumstances when the Bible verses ac
tually say nothing at a ll about those 
activities. Do you understand then why 
I said I refused to play God! I am not 
afraid to tell people what God's word 
says. I have dedicated my life to the 
study of that Word and I will not re
move the cutting edge of that Word. 
But before I quote Holy Scripture to 
support my views I will make sure I 
understand what it says. 

Now the Bible verses which you 
have quoted are not concerned with 
specific activities but with two very 
definite problems for the people of 
G_od. One involves the kind of people 
with whom we are identifyi ng our
selves. This identification is not mere 

Address letters to: Dean Gerald L. 
Bor~hert , North A merica11 Baptist 
Seminary, 1605 S . Euclid A ve., Sioux 
Falls, S.D. 57105. 
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association for that would mean an end 
to the evangelism effort of the Church. 
To stand and sit with those who ~re 
antagonistic to God in the sense which 
the Psalmist meant it is to become pa_rt 
of the movement against the Lordship 
of God. The quotation of 2 Co:. 6: 17 
concerning separation and touching not 
the unclean thing means exactly the 
same thing in its context and that ver_se 
has been so badly misused by Chn~
tians who apply it to others an_d fa il 
to apply it to themselves that 1t has 
probably become the foremos~ verse 
used by the Christian hypocri te. In 
saying this I am not suggesting that 
you are such Mrs. K. but . I trust that 
all our people will recognize that the 
verse is usually misapplied and that a 
reference to this verse is one of the 
most serious charges that can be made 
of a Christian. 

And th is brings us to the second 
problem, namely the atti tudes and li fe
orientations which are displayed. The 
Bible verse concerni ng loving not the 
world nor the things of the world is 
directly in point. The Christian is 
called upon to love God and enter life 
boldly. The love of the world is not 
primarily concerned with insignificant 
little activities. It is an attitude which 
makes the things of the world more im
portant than the things of God and 
God's special order such as: famil y life, 
friendships, work habits, etc. If you re
member then Mrs. Z's concern was for 
a better family relat ionship and that is 
what I was speaking about. I have 
found many people who can quote Bi
ble verses but still have a problem liv
ing the joyous li fe of Christ. Christians 
must come down out of the clouds of 
Bib lical verses and appl y them rele
va ntly to thei r own lives. 

Mrs. K. I have answered your let
ter ra ther severely. I do not mean for 
it to be taken personally. From your 
letter I sense a warmness of you r spirit 
and r suspect that you have found a 
personal joy in Christian living. Many, 
however. are not free and do not know 
how to take such verses other than as 
severe rules because they have not ex
perienced a continuing presence of God 
which makes Bible verses wholesome 
directions for li fe. G.L.B. 0 

God's Volunteers 
(Continued from page 9) 

Rev. Donald Ganstrom from Salem, Or. 
Among the activi ties scheduled were 
the Oregon Youth Fellowshi p Banquet, 
a youth witness-train ing class and a 
children 's ra lly. The Spirit of God was 
present and we were thrilled to see six 

first-time decisions for Christ and five 
re -dedications made. 

The Cypress Baptist Church of 
Lynnwood, Wash., gave priority to wit
nessing workshops. Seventeen yo~th 
responded to the workshops by gomg 
calling with the team members. On 
that one day about 265 ca lls were made 
and 22 prospective families discovered. 
The team was pleased to lea rn of the 
excellent fo llow-up program called, 
"Operation Penetration," implemented 
by the church. 

T he Cypress Church shared the min
istry of the team with the Valleyview 
Church extension project in Eve~ett, 
Wash. The work there consisted mamly 
of canvass calling. Our efforts were 
hampered by inclement wea ther. 

Holy week was spent a t the Calvary 
Baptist Church in T acoma. An inter
esting Bible study series on the passion 
week was presented by P astor Wesner. 
Calling consis ted of door to door evan
gelism during the day and prospect 
call ing in the evening. 

From T acoma we left for Canada and 
began a crusade at the Rose of Sharon 
Baptist Church in Richmond, B.C. We 
were impressed by the preparation and 
participation of the church members. 

We were very much encouraged 
when a lady accepted Christ through 
the door to door ministry of the team. 
A Bible study was held with her the 
following afternoon and a week later 
her husband also accepted C hrist. 

Sunshine Ridge Baptist Church, a 
church extension work in Surrey, B.C., 
welcomed its first team of God's Vol~n
teers. T he well attended Bible stu~ies 
and excellent participation in visitatio~ 
were examples of the enthusiasm 0 

the people. One day was devoted .~0 
the Evergreen Baptist Home at Whi e 
Rock. The week was cl imaxed by the 
dedication of 27 church members to the 
work of Christ. 

Trinity Baptist Church of K elowna, 
B.C ., marked the end of our tour. The 
church was involved in a building P.r~-

t1c1-gram, but yet members eagerly par 
pated in evening witness-training classes 
a~d door to door evangelism. Th~ 
highlight of the week was an infor~ae 
youth ra lly where youth and team allk f 
were confronted with the question ° 
what we would do wi th Christ. Severa: 
commitments were made and a time 0 

sharing testimonies followed. 
As we look a t our past tour we can 

see the hand of God at work in the 
hearts and lives of his people every· 
~here. We thank you for your suPP?rt 
in prayer and we commit everything 
we have done and tried to do into the 
hands of our Almighty God. 0 
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A SMILE STOPPED A 

BLACK PANTHER 

by Angela Radumas 

I didn't know what to expect that day 
as I drove to school. Other college 
campuses were being hit with r iots and 
demonstrations, and ours was no ex
ception. 

I was the only white girl in all of 
my classes; the college I was attending 
was almost entirely black. As a re
sult, I stood out in the crowd. 

I parked my car and went around 
to the back in order to avoid the dem
onstrators in . front of the school. As 
I was about to enter my anthropology 
class, a tall , vicious-looking black 
grabbed my arm. 

Looking down at me he asked, "Why 
did you smile at me?" 

I was not aware I had smiled, but 
apologized anyway, assuring him I 
was not flirting. 

"Why did you smile at me?" he 
pressed. 

The Holy Spirit prompted me to tell 
him about salvation through Jesus 
Christ. Afraid of ridicule, I resisted. 
The Holy Spiri t again urged me to 
speak. 

"I have peace inside that all the 
money in the world can't buy," I said, 
trembling. 

I started to walk away, but he 
wanted to know how to get peace. He 
gripped me firmly. 

Breathing a quick prayer, I told him 

Angela R adumas is a former student 
of Southwest Junior College. She now 
attends West Los Angeles College in 
Culver City, California. This article is 
reprinted from The Clarion Call, ~ 
monthly newspaper in Gardena, Cah
f ornia. 
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I had accepted Jesus Christ into my 
heart, had received forgiveness of sin, 
and that's why I am happy. 

"Jesus, huh? Who is He?" he asked. 
I told him about Jesus being God's 

only begotten Son and how He came 
down from heaven to die on the cross 
for our sins. 

Again I tried to pull away; but he 
was not through with me. 

"How can I get a hold of this Je
sus?" he insisted. 

I was shocked. 
"All you have to do is when you go 

home after school, get on your knees 
by your bed and ask Jesus to come into 
your heart," I answered. "You'll see 
the fantastic change that He wi ll per
form in your life." 

"Can you help me get a hold of Je
sus now?" 

We bowed our heads, and he repeat
ed my prayer. 

" Is that all?" he asked after we had 
said "Amen." 

" If you really meant what you said, 
Christ lives r ight inside your heart 
now," I answered. "You must read 
the Bible and communicate with the 
Lord so you can grow in Him." 

Then he released me. 
Three days later we me t again. I 

was crossing the campus when he 
spotted me and yelled my name. I in
creased my step, but all he did was 
yell loude r. This time those around be
gan looking at me. I was frightened. 

He walked over and began to relate 
what had happened the night after he 
gave his heart to Jesus. 

"You don't know this, but I'm a 
Black Panther," he began. "And I was 
on the campus only to cause trouble. 
I don't even go to school here. 

"We were having this big meeting 
at my pad, see, to discuss what damage 
we were going to do the next day at 
school." 

My heart nearly stopped. I was 
grateful I hadn' t known. 

He related that when gang leaders 
gathered in his apartment, he an
nounced he couldn't go through with 
the plans. He explained about "this 
white girl" who told him about Jesus 
and tha t she really believes what she 
was saying. H e told them how my face 
was "all lit up" and how be had 
stopped to talk with me. He told them 
he had accepted Christ as his Saviour 
and that he couldn't go on living for 
the devil. 

He said some of his buddies jeered, 
but he stood firm. Others became 
curious and asked questions. Three 
finally concluded that if this Jesus "is 
good enough for you, He must be the 
real thing." 

So my Black Panther friend led three 
buddies to the Lord! His face shone as 
he told me this; I was in awe at what 
God had do ne for him. 

What if I had been disobedient to 
the Holy Spirit and not told him about 
Jesus Christ? 

I suddenly realized that young peo
ple today are seeking reality. They 
think they have found it in pot, drugs, 
LSD, and all the other devilish devices, 
but sooner or later God tugs at their 
heart, and then they realize their need. 
If we Christians are not shining for 
the Lord, they might not see the light 
of His grace and peace. 

Matthew 5: 16, which talks about let
ting our "light" shine, is relevant today. 
If kids see something different in us, 
they will stop to see what really makes 
us happy. 

A smile can do an awful lot for Je
sus. It turned a Black Panther to 
Christ. O 
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by B. C. Schreiber 

Apostolic History and the Gospel. 
Edited by W. Ward Gasque and Ralph 
P. Martin, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish
ing Co. Grand Rapids, Mich. $7.95. 

These 24 essays and lectures based 
primarily on Acts and the Pauline Epis
tles are offered in recognition and 
honor of Dr. Frederick F. Bruce's 
60th birthday. One wonders why the 
editors, one from Vancouver, B.C., and 
the other from Pasadena, Calif., initi
ated the honor and why it was not 
conceived on the British Isles. But per
haps the recognition means even more 
when it is introduced by men so far 
removed from the University of Man
chester, where Dr. Bruce served as 
Rylands Professor of Biblical Criticism 
and Exegesis since 1959. However 
both edi tors were associated with that 
school, one as a graduate research stu
dent, the other as a lecturer. 

Some of the better known authors of 
t~ese essays are E. M. Blaiklock, Wil
ham Barclay, Leon Morris and Bruce 
Metzger. However, all of them are ex
cellent authorities in New Testament 
studies. Interestingly, only one essay by 
a professor from Germany is included. 
Is this an indication that the balance of 
theological thought has been shifted to 
other cente.rs of biblical learning? 

The copious footnotes indicate inten
sive .study and research and will be ap
preciated by many ministers, seminary 
students and professors. D 

All the Children of the Bible. By 
Herbert Lockyer, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Zondervan Publishing House. $5.95. 
.. J?,is is. the 12th of Dr. Lockyer's 
All senes. Although in his middle 

80'.s he is still active, primarily in a 
writing ministry. 

All the Children of the Bible is not 
a definitive biography of all the chil
dren. Many examples a re given, to be 
sure, but much is written about evalua
tion, exhortations, and emblems. The 
appendices also include children's stor
ies, poems, hymns, prayers and litera
ture. You actually get much more for 
your money than the title indicates. O 
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ACROSS 
1 He chose the plain 

of Jordan (Gen. 13) 
4 Biblical country 

(Gen. 48:7) 
9 Determined 

12 Small fish 
13 " ........ in me, and in 

you" (John 15:4) 
14· A kind of paper 
15 ' 'dwelleth not in ........ 

made with hands" 
(Acts 17:24) 

17 ''. ....... , honour, and 
peace, to every man" 
(Rom. 2:10) 

19 Courier 
20 Crack 
21 " ........ man shal l bear 

his own burden" 
(Gal. 6:5) 

23 Fellow laborer of Paul 
(Phi l. 4:3) 

26 Cata log 
27 Golfer's error 
28 Heraldic color gold 
29 Dowry 

30 "It is as ........ to a fool 
t o do m ischief" 
(Prov. 10:23) 

31 All m ust do this once 
(Heb. 9:27) 

32 ........ -elohe-lsraer 
(Gen. 33:20) 

33 Alaskan 
34 City in Arizona 
35 Described as white 

(Rev. 3:5) 
37 Establ ished 
38 "ye shall find a 

colt.. ...... " (Mark 11:2) 
39 Manner of wa lking 
40 Comprehension 
42 By it every man 

gained much 
(Luke 19:15) 

4'5 To suffer ill healt h 
46 His wisdom was 

exceeded by Solomon 's 
(1 Ki. 4:31) 

48 Recent (comb. form) 
49 A kind of sauce 
50 Sh~ announced Peter's 

arrival (Acts 12:13) 

51 " ........ for love's sake" 
(Phi lemon 9) 

DOWN 
1 Ignited 
2 Way (comb. form) 
3 This arose in the sea 

(Matt. 8:24) 
4' 1 llness of the 

centurion's servant 
(Matt. 8) 

5 Instigate 
6 Roman god of the 

underworld 
7 In the year of 

our lord (abbr.) 
8 " ........ not t he gift that 

is in thee" (1 Tim. 4':14) 
9 American <:uthor 

10 " Give ........ to my prayer, 
o God" (Ps. 55:1) 

11 "the fire shall ........ 
every man's work" 
(1 Co. 3:13) 

16. Haven 
18 Jesus said to tell hoW 

these w~. lk (Luke 7:22) 
20 Flit 
·21 Peter was one 

(1 Pet. 5:1) 
22 Musical instrument 
23 These were put into 

the dungeon 
(Jer. 38:11; sing.) 

24 "shall pass away with 
a great.. ...... " (2 Pet. 3:10) 

25 "The foot sha 11... ..... 
it down" (Isa. 26:6) 

27 Squander 
30 "What meanest thou, 

o ........ " (Jon. 1:6) 
31 Fate 
33 Solomon 's servant 

(Ezra 2:57; poss.) 
34 She was fai r and 

beautiful (Esth. 2:7) . 
36 Destination of t he shlP 

of Alexandria (Acts 27:6) 
37 Father of Zadok 

(Neh. 3:4) 
39 One who has earned 

a d iploma (abbr.) 
40 Neon 
41 ........ Grande 
4'2 Though 
43 Born ,, 
44 "they ........ not t he rand 

(Ps. 4'4:3) 
47 Day of the week 

(abbr.) 

CRYPTOVERSE 
MHD YV DJX Z JYFX E 
C X T E C G X E G F X D y A ~ 1 H A y B W y 0, D JE D 
Today's Cryptoverse clue: J equals H E V 0. 

Instructions for work· 
One letter simply stands for a th ing CRYPTOVERSE 
S H E p no er. Here' h . . 

H E R D . In this example X . s ow it works: N X 0 H X 0 K L is 
for the ~· etc. Single letters, apost'rop~eused for the two H's, 0 for the two E's, N 
are all hints. s, and length and formation of the words 
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A REVIEW OF THE FILM HIS LAND 

I recently viewed the film His Land, 
claimed to be " the most remarkable 
film yet . .. produced by World Wide 
Pictures, the cinema arm of the Gra
ham Association" (cf. Decision, April, 
1971 , p. 7), featuring Cliff Barrows 
and Cliff Richard. T he film demands 
a serious response for the benefit of 
those who may be inclined to accept 
too easily everything that bears any re
la tionship whatsoever to the Billy Gra
ham Evangelistic Association. This re
sponse is no t intended to implicate all 
of Billy Graham's effor ts; it is intended 
only as a review of His Land. 

The film has numerous merits. It 
beautifully portrays the utterly amazing 
achievements in agriculture, industry, 
urbanization, and politics of the mod
ern state of Israel, achievements that 
have my whole-hearted support and 
best wishes. Within that context, it is 
a fine piece of pro-Israelite publicity, 
referred to by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
as "perhaps the most beautiful, sympa
thetic portrayal of the people of Israel 
by any C hristian since the creation of 
the Jewish State." Consequently, His 
Land is perhaps the most successful 
chapter yet wri tten in Jewish-Christian 
understanding and ecumenicity ( though 
the acceptabil ity of the fi lm to the Jew
ish community will probably cause 
many to question the depth of its d is
tinctively Christian message) . Also, it 
is quite inconceivable how the Roy 
G ustafson Holv Land tours could have 
been publicize.d more effectively (cf. 
the brocnure, His Land) . I strongly 
suspect, however, that none of the 
above merits was the intended primary 
purpose of the film . 

But beyond the above meritorious 
aspects, His Land raises numerous 
questions for many of us who are also 
within the evangelical orientation. 
Thus, a response must be raised for 
the sake of those evangelicals who do 
not share the perspective of His L and. 

His Land is open to serious criticism 
from several major standpoints. F irst, 
it has a one-sided approach to the defi
nition of prophecy which thoroughly 
Undercuts the relevance of the prophets 
to their generation, and tends to make 
the prophets less relevant to our gen
eration. Cliff Richard defines prophecy 

Dr. Benjamin H . Breitkreuz is pro
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as "the writing of history before it hap
pens," with which Cliff Barrows ecstat
ically concurs. Is that really an adequate 
definition of prophecy? A definition 
of prophecy must include at least 
most of the major prophets, including 
those who expended little energy pre
dicting the future (such as Samuel, 
Amos, and Hosea), those who probably 
did not themselves write the books con
cerning themselves (including the great
est prophet Jesus!), and those whose 
prediction did not include specific his
tory which is defined in terms of dates, 
names, places and precise details (such 
as Jeremiah , Ezekiel , and most of the 
others; which prophet identified the 
date or even the name of Jesus?). 
A much more adequate definition 
of prophecy emphasizes the fact 
that a prophet believed himself called 
of God to speak His word, that 
Mosaic/ covenantal heritage of Israel, 
that he attempted to call Israel back 
to a li fe consonant with that divine 
heritage, and that he addressed himself 
to the religious, political, social and 
moral issues of his day. The prophets 
become relevant to us as we similarly 
plant ourselves within our biblical heri
tage, and proclaim a message that calls 
outsiders into that faith ( i.e., the task 
of evangelism), and challenges insiders 
to live in a way that reflects Christ's 
pattern. What a prophet said concern
ing the future grew out of his indict
ment of the present, and was quite 
relevant and understandable to the peo
ple of his time. Apparently the gift to 
correctly predict the future was not 
that significant, since, according to 
Deut. 13: 1 f., even a false prophet 
could do that. 

In similar fashio n, His Land claims 
that every major event in the life of 
Jesus was foretold by the prophets. In 
evangelical circles, the life of Jesus is 
quite insignificant without His literal 
resurrection; which prophet foretold 
that? Or isn't the resurrection of major 
significance to the producers? Which 
prophet even pred icted that Jesus' name 
would be "Jesus"? 

Second, His Land represents a mis
use of both biblical history and bibl ical 
passages. According to the film , one of 
the passages "fulfilled" by the modern 
state of Israel is Ezekiel 37, the valley 
of dry bones chapter. Ezekiel lived in 
exile just prior to the restoration of 
520 B.C. ; isn't it more likely that that 
is the restoration Ezekiel refers to rath-

by Ben Breitkrenz 

er than the modern state of Israel? 
Yet "H is Land" erases this major as
pect of biblical history because the 
restoration of 520 B.C. does not, ap
parently, fit the film's schema. The 
film's use of Ezekiel 36: 8, 24, 28, and 
35 is similarly contrary to good bi.blical 
exegesis and interpretation. Interest
ingly enough, there is no real scram
bling by modern Jews to rebuild the 
Temple, to reestablish a Zadokite priest
hood, to re-apportion the land into 
twelve parallel tribal holdings, or even 
to return to the land of Israel (except 
as tourists), all predicted by Ezekiel. 
Would it not be the better part of wis
dom to refrain from making a com
pletely committed judgment on the 
modern state of Israel as the fulfillment 
of these passages until some of these 
other things begin happening? 

Another passage "fulfilled" by the 
modern state of Israel is Isaiah 19: 24 f., 
" In that day Israel will be the third 
with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in 
the midst of the earth, whom the Lord 
of hosts has blessed, saying, 'Blessed be 
Egypt my people, and Assyria the work 
of my hands, and Israel my heritage.' " 
The previous verses in Isaiah ( 19: 
19 ff .) tell of an altar to the Lord in 
the midst of the land of Egypt, of the 
Egyptians crying to the Lord because 
of oppressors and the Lord sending 
them a saviour who will defend and 
deliver them, of the Lord revealing him
self to the Egyptians who then ac
knowledge the Lord by worshiping him 
with sacrifices, burnt offerings, and 
vows. Since none of this is happening 
(are we to believe that Sadat is the 
Lord, Kosygin the promised saviour; 
are the slain Israelis the burnt offerings 
and the vow to annihilate Israel the 
vow to the Lord; has Assyria shown 
any resuscitation since 612-609 B.C .?), 
shouldn't a decision concerning the 
modern state of Israel as fulfilment of 
this prophecy be most cautious? In 
fact, Christianity's sympathetic identi
fication with the modern state of Israel 
must surely prevent either Egypt or any 
other Arab state from turning to the 
Lord ! 

His Land capitalizes on Zephaniah 
3 :9, translated by Living Prophecies 
"At that time I will change the speech 
of my returning people to pure Hebrew 
so that all can worship the Lord to
gether." First, the translation is inac
curate since the Hebrew text has only 

(Continued 011 page 18) 
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PACKING 

by Mrs. Jeanette Stein, president of 
the W.M.U., Winnipeg, Man. 

More people go away for holidays now 
than ever in the world before. Young 
people get wonderful opportunities 
through their school to see other lands 
and people. We could really say that 
t?e travelling case is the symbol of our 
times. 

Luggage becomes very important. 
Pe?ple travelling with one or two lively 
children know that they will need a lot 
of things for the journey. They have 
hardly left the city limits before one or 
the other is hungry o r thirsty. 
~at are you like at packing? It is 

a science - or can be one! There's 
more t? p~cking than just cramming 
everything m at the last minute. No 
matter how large the case is there is 
a limit to what you can take.' Choices 
must be made. Rather than choose the 
things that could be useful, it is wise 
to. ask , "What things can't I get along 
without?" 

Packing is a bit like life. There a re 
certai~ limits to what we can get into 
one hfe. The Psalmist tells us that 70 
or 80 years is a realistic guess of the 
!ength of one life. What can we pack 
into these years? What can we get 
along without? 

It is educational to watch a master
packe~. Every bit of space is used. 
The big things are packed firs t and then 
the spaces are filled with all kinds of 
little things. When unpacking such a 
case we would probably stand amazed 
and ask, "How in the world did she 
get all that into this one case?" Were 
you ever surprised at how much some 
people c.an pack into their lives? They 
accomplish truly. great things and yet 
they do not omit the little kind acts 
that ·~akes the day' for someone. Je
su~ lived this way. He did the big 
t~ings b~t always had time to bless the 
little children, praise the widow and 
heal the sick. 

As women, I would challenge you to 

14 

use ~ife to th~ full. Love will make it 
poss~ble . Get m everything you can, un
hurnedly, thoughtfully, steadily. Look 
around you. Think, plan, make the 
most of every day. D 

FAMILY VACATIONS - CALM 
OR CHAOTIC 

by Mrs. George Breitkreuz Ra . 
Wis. ' cine, 

Whether we are big or small 
Id II , young or 

o , a of us look forward to . 
t. Th . vacation 
ime. ere 1s a tinge of · 

d 
. excitement 

an expectancy m each of · · us as we 
ant1c1pate leaving the hum-drum of 
e~eryday routine and doing som tb~he 
different. e mg 

Too often our well intended v . 
turns into a time of frust t" acatton · ra ions and 
tensions, especially if we spend 
hou~s traveling in the car. Themany 
lowmg are a few suggestions that ·f~
help to make your trip a h m1g t 
tion. appy vaca-

1. Plan trip together as a f ·1 
each member knows whe am1 y so 
ing and what you plan t~e byouda~e go-

2 S t · . e omg 
; ~ up guidelines as to do' · 

don ts m the cars re t s and • s aurants k 
etc. and stick to them Ch"l ' par s, 
to know what they ca~ d I dren need 
by with. an cannot get 

~· Take along snacks and w 
Children become irritabl ·r ater. 
thirsty. e 1 hungry or 

4. Take games and mak 
as you go. One game ou f e ~p games 
is. when each one (excer t amily e~joys 
picks a color a nd the firsf o the driver) 
.15 or 20 cars of his chos ne who sees 
mg on the highway w· en color driv-

5 S. . ms the gam 
. mgmg is an ex II e. 

k 
. ce ent w 

ma e the m1.l7s pass quick! ay to 
you are famil iar wi th ch y. Most of 
in S.S. Or take a hy oruses learned 
and memorize the first ~In book along 
all the f~mi liar hymns. anza or so of 

6. Going over scripture 
~eferences you have learned ~erses and 
is good exercise for your m the past 

7. Stop occasionally mf emory. 
or treats, 

romps in parks and sightseeing. P icnic 
along the way - children love it. 

8. If possible, do not drive too many 
ho~rs ~n the day. Stop early a nd go 
sw1mmmg, take walks o r play ball. 
Get some exercise. 

~· Take along an extra portion of 
pattence, understanding and a good 
sense of humor. 

. 10. Most importan t - take Christ 
with you. Communicate with H im 
often. Close each day with devotions. 
You~ family is together and you have 
the time. Always be aware of His pres
ence - this will help you to be on your 
best behavior toward one another. 0 

OUR CHOIRS SING 

by. t~e R ev. B ill Keple, Baptist Radio 
Ministry, Cameroon, A frica 

:Ve!come to my recording studio! That 
~s, it doubles as a s tudio since it really 
is our boys' bedroom, but it serves its 
purpose well. At this moment I'm in 
the proocess of preparing a tape for an
other "Our Choirs Sing" broadcast 
w.hich is presented every Sunday eve
nmg at 9: 30 over Radio Buea. Since 
the Baptists, Catholics and Presbyterians 
a re to ~otate on this program, we are 
re~pons1ble for the broadcast every 
third Sunday evening. 

1:he preparation for this broadcast 
begms several weeks before the pro
gram is presented over the radio. I 
contact a particular choir to see wheth
~r or not they would like to participate 
m this particula r Gospel outreach. The 
response of the various choirs has really 
been encouraging since to da te no choi r 
has. yet refused. When the contacted 
choir agrees to the broadcast then ar
rangements are made as to the date 
and place of the taping session. 

On the pre-arranged date for taping 
1 go to the church or school building 
~here the taping sess ion will ta~e 
P ace. Generally, the e nvironment is 
~~~ ~ery conducive to taping since th.e 

1 
lldmgs are usually quite well ventJ

c~te~ and so the taping session is s.us-
Phble to all sorts of d istracting 

soun~s such as children's voices, the 
cro'."'mg of roosters, a nd on one oc
casion the taping was temporarily sus
pended while a herd of bleating goats 
~a~ chased far enough away so that 
~e~~r ~onstan t bleating wouldn't in~er-

. With the taping. Before the taping 
session b · . . f the 

1 
egins I inform the choir o 

t
rhu 7 that they must not cough or clear 

e1r thr . . f a h . oats dun ng the taping o 
Ymn smce this does not make for a 

smooth p f . s· ce ro ess1onal presentation . in 
many of the choir members are not 
U~d t . 0 such a controlled situa tion. 
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there is usually one or two instances 
within the taping session in which a 
song wi ll have to be retaped since 
someone forgot the rule. 

In one taping session, we had just 
about fin ished taping a rather lengthy 
song when we were interrupted by a 
loud c-r-e-a-k as the door of the class
room where we were recording was 
slowly opened by a wide-eyed child of 
one of the choir members. Needless 
to say, the choir members who had 
~een working very hard on that par
t1~ular number were quite unhappy 
with that intrusion. On other occasions 
a choir number would have to be re
taped as a result of one of the babies 
beginning to cry or fuss. When I first 
began going out and taping the various 
choirs I found the Jack of a controlled 
situation to be somewhat frustrating, 
however, in t ime one learns to work 
~ithin the framework of the prevail-
1?g circumstances. Perhaps it's a case of 
e.1ther becoming used to the distrac
tions or else the taping standards have 
deteriorated ! 

. Invariably, when the taping session 
is completed I get a request from the 
choir that I play the entire tape for 
them, however, I usually play only a 
number or so and inform them that 
they can hear the rest of the songs 
wh7n the program is presented over t~e 
radio. When the recording session is 
~ompleted I edi t the tape and retape 
it on a library tape so that the songs 
the~ become a part of our permanent 
radio minis try library and can be used 
at a la ter date for various broadcast 
purposes. From the library tape I 
make up the broadcast tape in which 
a short English narration is inserted be
tween the musical selections. A brief 
English summary o f each song is nec
essary since Grasslanders will not un
derstand the Coastal vernacular music 
and vice versa. 

We a re happy for this opportunity 
to make Christ known through the 
medium of Gospel songs and hymns 
and the willingness and co-operation of 
the various choirs which have so far 
~greed to participate in the broadcas ts 
is greatly appreciated. I pray that the 
Lord m ight conti nue to use this means 
of Gospel outreach to meet the spiri
tual needs of the multitudes who listen 
to this broadcast. In a sense, the "Our 
Choirs Sing" program has something of 
a captive audience since Radio Buea is 
the only radio station in West Came
roon. Cameroonians love to sing and 
the "Our C hoirs Sing" broadcast may 
be summed up in the words of one .of 
the songs sung by one of the choirs 
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entitled "Yo G a Ban Ba Kamerun Ba 
Ga Koni Go" which means "H ear the 
Children of Cameroon Praising the 
Lord." D 

MY HUSBAND IS A PASTOR 
IN UNIFORM 

by Mrs. Kendrick (Ingrid) Gould, 
Forth Lewis, Wash. 

Webster defines the word "pastor" as 
follows: "a clergyman serving a local 
church or parish." As a "pastor in uni
form," my husband serves the men who 
are serving our country in the U.S. 
Army. 

When we entered the military chap
laincy in January 1969, some people 

Chaplain Gould and family. 

felt that we "left" the pastorate; this 
is certainly not so! The army is a large 
mission field. My husband preaches, 
teaches, counsels and does visitation 
just as a civilian pastor. Most of the 
visiting is done in the field, in barracks 
or other training areas. Our services 
are similar to civilian life, with Sunday 
morning and evening services. A vol
unteer choir adds much to the worship 
services. 

The most difficult part of the work 
is the time of family separation. We 
have experienced the hardships in
volved with having a father and hus
band in a combat zone; so we know 
how other families feel in that situa
tion . The Scripture verse Matthew IO: 
37, spoke to us often during th is time 
and served to remind us that the Lord 
expects nothing less than our complete 
yielding; and in return, He takes care 
of all our needs, whether they are 
spiritual, physical or emotional. 

A chapla in's wife has many oppor
tunities for service. I think the most 
important thing is to try to be a good 
wife and mother at home, and a good 

example and witness to those in the 
military community with whom we live 
in close contact. In the army, we have 
Sunday Schools, Vacation Bible Schools 
as well as Bible Studies and various 
other organizations such as Protestant 
Women of the Chapel, in which the 
chaplain's wife can participate. The 
wives of chaplains are usually called 
upon to help teach in Sunday school 
or Bible school, so we have our own 
mission field with the child ren. As a 
mother of two small boys, I am cur 
rently enjoying the Sunday School Pre
School Department with them, and this 
is where I will try to help out by teach
ing in the Bible School this summer. 

The blessings far out-weigh the prob
lems associated with mi litary living. 
Men are accepting Christ as Saviour 
and we have the peace that comes with 
being in God's will. 

A reduction in the number of mili
tary personnel on active duty makes 
our future uncertain. Our period of 
enlistment ends in January. The army 
has not as yet indicated whether or not 
we will be able to remain on active 
duty beyond that point. We know the 
Lord will guide and direct us, and con
tinue to use us according to H is w ill. O 

PRAY 

The Second Goal of the WMU 
by Mrs. Ron Mayforth, Northern 
Conference WMU President, Calgary , 
Alta . 

"Call unto me, and I will answer thee 
and show thee great and mighty thing~ 
which thou knowest not" (Jeremiah 
33: 3) . This is our Lord speaking to 
Jeremiah many years ago, and I be
lieve it is true today. Jochebed, the 
mother of Moses prayed and God used 
Moses as a leader of the Jews. H annah 
prayed for a son and God gave her 
Samuel who became a great prophet. 
Mary, the mother of our Lord was a 
woman of prayer. We often read her 
great prayer recorded in the Gospels 
called the Magnificat. 

Today God hears and answers 
prayers as he did in Bible days. Hen
ri~tta Me~rs, the founder of Gospel 
Light Publications says her Mother took 
time to pray with each of the children 
in the family, and helped them to know 
she trusted God for their lives. Mrs. 
Wesley prayed daily for her many sons 
and several of them became Ministers 
John Wesley became a great revivalis~ 
and founder of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. Two ladies. members of the 
church D. L. Moody attended, saw 

(Co111i1111ed 011 page 18) 
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"Dear NAB's: Since returning to the 
Cameroon, I have been cogitating to 
send back this open letter to express 
my gratitudes and thanks to the North 
American Baptist churches for provid
ing the funds through the U niversity 
Scholarship fund, which have made it 
possible for me to receive a U niversity 
education, which is and will be an as
set to our Baptist education work in the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention. 

"I also express my deep appreciation 
to all of you for your untiring Chris
tian fellowship, prayers, gifts and the 
many different kinds of hospitalities I 
received from among our Baptist 
churches and population during my 
stay in the United States of America. 

"I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to Dr. Richard Schilke for his 
careful handling of all matters affecting 
my stay and studies whi le at the Uni
versity. Along with this appreciation, I 
would also like to thank the staff at 
our Forest Park office for their ever 
friendly and hospitable attitude towards 
guests like me. 

"It seemed like a long time ago since 
I went through the ceremonies of final 
examinations at the University of 
Northern Iowa, in Cedar F alls, Iowa, 
a nd completed packing and arrange
ments to return to the Cameroon of 
Africa. As I flash back my mind's eyes, 
these moments a nd others in connec
tion with my stay in the United States 
have become events that will eventual 
ly be forming the history of my life. 

"During the last few weeks prior to 
my departure, I was filled with some 
sort of double emotions. The first of 
this was an immediate one, that of sep
arating and departing from the great 
fellowship that I had enjoyed with the 
members of the Cedarloo Baptist 
Church in particular, the churches of 
the Iowa Association and the North 
American Baptist churches in general, 
during several missionary conferences, 
church and youth camps, and other re
lated speaking engagements. 

"The second kind of emotion was the 
anxiety to return to the Cameroons and 
again be united with my family and 
relatives after such a long time of sepa
ration from them. It was to the Lord 
I turned with thanks for giving me the 
strength to overcome these moments of 
anxieties and tensions without any 
major breakdown in health. 
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Letters To 

NAB's 
From 2 

Cameroonians 
"As you all would have known by 

now, I graduated from the University 
of Northern Iowa in Cedar Fa lls Iowa 
on Jan. 28, 19? l , with the Bach~lor of 
Arts degree with a major in Engl' h 

d . . h IS 
an a m1~or m t e teaching of English 
as a Foreign Language. Upon grad _ 
tion , I decided to return to the C ua ame
roons at on~e, with brief stops in Chi-
c~go, Washmg.ton, D.C., London, Mu
mch a nd Pans. I fi nally arrived in 
Duala , the Cameroon International Air
port, on Feb. 6, 1971. It was ind d 
h . . ee a 

appy re-union with my wife CI 
h ' Id , ara our c 1 ren and relatives. ' 

"Before arriving in West Came . roon, 
my posting had been changed b h 
field, fr~m Superv!sor of Schools,y F~r~ 
est Region , to Vice Principal 1 h 
M . k B . C osep ernc apt1st ollege Ndu Th' . 

f . · IS IS 
one o our post primary inst't t ' . d .d. 1 u 10ns 
a1me at prov1 mg a sound ac d . a em1c 
secondary school ed.ucation (high 
school) as well as lead~ng the boys to 
the knowledge and service of our L d 
Jesus Christ. or 

"The staff of the school is made up 

of our North American Baptist mission
aries, short termers and Cameroonian 
Baptists . It is to the staff and students 
of this Christia n school that I have as
sumed duty and I am gradually adjust
ing to life here again. 

"Just as the college singers from the 
Cameroons of Africa a nd some of us 
brought to you a new insight into the 
mission fie ld in Came roon, so a lso was 
I blessed and inspired by your total 
commitment. I received a new vision 
as I returned to the Cameroons and 
fully dedicated myself anew to join your 
missionaries a nd fellow Came roonians 
to continue the task of conveying the 
good news of Christ to all corners of 
the Cameroon and beyond." Yours in 
Him, W. N. T ayui , Joseph Merrick 
Baptist College, Ndu, Cameroon, Af-
rica. 

"Dear Sirs: I am writing to thank you 
and the entire staff of the North Amer
ican Baptist General Conference for 
the marvelous work you do for the 
Lord even in Cameroon. Your prayers, 
missiona ries and fina ncial help you of
fer for the mission work in Cameroon 
has always meant so much to us. Your 
generosity towards the Baptist Chris
tians in Cameroon cl imaxed in 1969 
when through your able leadership a 
very unique pla n was made for the 
Cameroon College Singers to tour 
across America and Canada for three 
months. I a m really telling you tha t 
the tour has brought about a tremen
dous change in my spiritual life. I be
lieve that, a lthough we did not visit all 
the s tates of America and Canada, we 
d id leave a message on the record 
which we cut during the choir tour. It 
has always been m y prayer that those 
who listen to the songs might be drawn 
closer to God. I Jong to come to 
America once more. 

'.'It is rather impossible for me to 
"".nt.e and express my personal app~e
c1atton to all the N.A.B. families in

dividua lly, and I would be most grate
ful ~f .You will convey my hearty ap
prec1at1on and good wishes to the 
North American Ba ptist churches f?r 
~~e h?spi tality they gave us. _It stil l 
tngs in ou r memories. I am doing I!1Y 

~ast year in the Baptist Teacher Train
ing Centre. The course ends in June, 
1971 and I wil l pray for further studies. 
Yours faithfully, Japheth Koni" 0 
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Renewal Comes 
To Colfax 

By Bernard Edinger 

If you had asked almost anyone on the streets of 
Colfax a small agricultural community of less than 
3,000 ln Washington, what was happening in town 
the week of March 7-12, you would likely ha~e 
gotten the answer that something really big was rn 
progress at the First Baptist Church, Colfax, W~sh. 

When it is practically impossible to find parking 
within a two-block area of the church, when the 
church is already nearly filled V2 hour before the 
scheduled time for the service to start, that's news! 
Beginning with more than 250 on Sunday evening , 
the attendances increased nightly. 

It all began more than a year ago when the 
Deacon Board wa s deeply burdened abo~t e~an
gelistic services for 1971. Uppermost in therr mrnds 
Was the need to appeal and minister to youth. Af-

b · con-ter several sessions, a nd several names ern~ 
sidered, it became evident that God was leading to 
engage the musical ministry of Rev. Theron Spurr 

f . . . th d cons felt that o Joliet, lllrnors. Because e ea 
. II bl' . d they a sked for a meetings must be we -pu rcrze , h 

special publicity item in the church budget for .t at 
fl d ' 'ty" IS a purpose. Believi ng that "sancti re currosr br . 

legitimate method of building interest, the pu i:ity 
committee spent much time prayerfully predparrng 

d d adio ads an news an planning the newspaper an r b f th 
releases which began about five weeks e ore e 

planned services. . he ke to the 
Cottage prayer meetings were t y d with 

moving of the Spirit. Ten homes were o~e.ne 
· · addrtron to a from 60 to 70 people praying, rn . 

h kl prayer meeting on good attendance at t e wee Y f h ho 
Wednesday The burden on the hea rts 0 t oseb ~ 
Prayed indi~ated the hopeful results that were erng 

expected. d. news-
Although all the available news m~ ra - y 

Paper radio posters - were utilized , rnda hsurve 
' , . towar t e end taken on two consecutive evenings 

- / F' ·st Baptist 
The R ev. Bemard Edinger is the pastor of tie " 
Church, Colfax, Wash. 
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The Rev. Bernard Edinger. 

T he First Baptist Church, Colfax, Wash. 

of the week, it was consistently revealed that the 
majority of the people were there BE:cAUSE 
SOMEONE PERSONALLY INVITED THEM! The con
temporary youth music by Rev. Spurr, with the spurr
lows, the Ralph Carmichael Orchestra, Otis Skillings 
and others by stereophonic tape, along with the sing
ing of the 35 to 40 voice choir each evening brought 
out the young people by the scores. About l OQ young 
people attended a " Pop and Popcorn" music session 
the last evening in the fellowship hall. 

On Friday evening, the last service, more tha n 
500 people crowded into the auditorium and 
narthex with about 30 children on the floor in 
front of the pews, people seated in the Windows, 
additional chairs in all the a isles and the balcony 
packed to capacity. In that service 73 came for
ward with 31 for salvation and the others for a 
deeper dedication in their Christian life. A total of 
65 made decisions for Christ during the week with 
over l 00 more coming for dedication and consecra
tion. 

On Sunday evening following the meetings, 
"Echoes of Revival" was the theme, and for nearly 
45 minutes people told of what God had done for 
them in the days just past. First Baptist Church of 
Colfax was revita lized for more effective se rvice, and 
the most thrilling evidence of this fact is that a 
number of souls have been won to Christ by mem
bers of the church since the close of the meetings. 
We will be having a membership class soon with a 
number of the new converts to be included among 
those to be added to the church. 0 
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A Review of the Film, His Land 
(Continued from page 13) 
a "pure lip," not "pure Hebrew"; sec
ond, modern Hebrew is hardly "pure 
Hebrew," but includes an amalgam of 
many languages written in Hebrew 
characters (e.g. the modern Hebrew 
word for telephone is "telephone" ). 
Linguistically speaking, what is a pure 
language? 

Similar evaluations could be made 
of the othe;· biblical passages that His 
Land refers to; the film uses many 
scriptural proof-texts, torn out of con
text, quoted from a version that best 
translates the text according to the pro
d~cers' eschatological predispositions, 
with no attempt to interpret according 
to grammatico-historical exegetical 
principles. Can modern Jerusalem be a 
fulfilment of both Luke 2 1 : 6, 7 and 
Isaiah 52:9 (cf. the brochure, His 
Land) ? In the biblical messianic pas
sages, the Son of David figures most 
prominently as the re-establisher of the 
Israelite state (especially in Isaiah and 
Micah) , yet neither David ben Gurion, 
Golda Meir, Moshe Dayan, nor Abba 
Eban, has attempted to trace his/her 
lineage back to David son of Jesse. Jesus 
can hardly be the Davi<l ic restorer in 
question, for there is no evidence of 
modern Israel's turning to Jesus. In 
fact, the re-establishment of the state 
of Israel under a monarchial /political 
son of David would quite contradict 
the .modern democratic state of Israel! 

Finally, a major criticism of His 
Land comes from an attempt to under
stand the modern world scene. The 
film m~kes much of the political and 
e~on.omic success of modern Israel, all 
within the explicit and implicit context 
of the fu lfilment of biblical prophecy. 
But - must the fantastic economic 
and pol itical resurgence of Israel be 
diff~rentiated from the even more fan
tastic political and economic resurgence 
of Japan and West Germany? Are the 
latter two also the fulfilment of bibl ical 
prophecy? .1 ~ubmit that the post-World 
War II revivification of Israel must be 
u.nd.erstood within the context of the 
similar resurgence of Japan and West 
Germany, especially since the resur
gence of Israel matches only minimally 
the 0.T. prophecies it is claimed to 
fulfil, and even more, especially since 
the resurgence of Israel, Japan, and 
Wes~ Germany all have a common de
nominator - the investment of Amer
ican non-exploitative capital ism. Must 
successful . American capitalism be 
equated with the fulfi llment of h 

? l f prop -
ecy. urther submit that the modern 
state of Israel , as the modern states of 
West Germany and Japan, are a move 
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in the right direction in that their politi
cal/economic structural patterns are in 
the best interests of the countries in
volved as also in the best interests of 
global capitalism, and may one ven
ture to say, according to what pleases 
God in the political / economic sphere. 

Any refutation of the above argu
ments ought to be based on Scripture 
interpreted only in its plain sense. His 
Land is a film which should be viewed 
by everyone. We should, however, be 
discriminate with our financial support. 
Though it is not necessarily improper 
to give financial support to the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association, yet to 
do so within the context of the showing 
of His Land implies that our political 
sympathies lie with the modern state of 
Israel which quite automatically closes 
the door to any evangelistic opportu
nities we may have with other non
Israelite Middle-East people. Our Chris
tian obligation, both physically and 
spiritually, is to both Israelis and Arabs. 
Shouldn't we, whose major interest lies 
in the area of fulfill ing our Christian 
obligations, therefore exercise care not 
to estrange any major social, ethnic, 
or political grouping by means of an 
unnecessary political alignment? O 

Woman's World 
(Continued from page 15) 
great potent ial in him and prayed that 
God would take Moody's life and use 
him for His glory. He became a great 
evangelist in his day and many came 
to know Christ. You and I can add to 
the success of the Christian growth and 
service of others through our prayers. 
"Pray ye that the Lord of the H arvest 
will send forth reapers." 

On our WMU goal sheet under the 
w?r~ PR~ Y we read: Pray dail y for 
missionaries, WMU, denominational 
programs, and the unsaved. How do 
you think God would want us to pray 
concerning this goal? Think of our 
Lord speaking to you and saying .... 
I love you. I gave my life for you that 
you might be free from sin. I arose 
from the grave that you might have 
eternal life. I am pleased that you have 
taken time to be with me today. Lo, 
I am wi th you alway. Is there any
thing you want for your soul? You tell 
me all of your needs for I care about 
you. Have you joys to share wi th me? 
Tell me what has happened to cheer 
and comfort you. I prepared it. G ive 
me your gratitude and thanks. Tell me 
those things that keep you from an 
abundant life in me. Study my word. 
Don' t be ashamed to tell me your 
faults, there are saints in Heaven who 
had the same faults as you. They 

prayed to me and listened to my words 
and little by little their faults were cor
rected. I died for your sins and for
gave them. I love you. 

Are there any people you want to 
pray for, such as family members, mis
sionaries, Christian friends, the un
saved? Say their names to me and ask 
as much as you like. I am generous 
and know all their needs, but I want 
you to show your love for them and me 
by trusting me to do what I know is 
best. I led you to be part of the fel
lowship of North American Baptists. 
Learn all you can about your denomi
nation and tell me about it. I will 
work great things among them and 
many will be won to me. Tell me 
about the WMU. I am pleased you are 
active in such an organization. Ask 
me to do what is best and grant you 
courage and strength to do your part. 
Encourage one another in the faith and 
pray one for the other. Share your 
fa ilures and successes. Remember the 
"prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much." Have you lost the friendship 
of one. Move toward that person in 
love. Keep short accounts with me and 
your joy will be full. 

Well, go along now. Get on with 
your work. Try and be quieter, hum
bler, more submissive, kinder ; and 
come back soon and bring me a more 
devoted heart. Tomorrow I shall have 
more blessings for you. 

Someone has said prayer is a dia
logue between two who love each oth
er. Pray because God is the source of 
everything and work because we are 
his tools to bring them to pass. When 
the power of God flows through you 
and me, it will be because we spent 
much time in prayer with Him. O 
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Learning Through 
Discovery and Relationships 

by Donald L. Griggs 

When one thinks about teaching in the 
church, he often has in mind a teacher 
with a curriculum manual in one hand 
and a Bible in the other; a class of 
children needing to be told all about 
Moses, Jesus, Paul, and the rest; and a 
situation which exhibits frustration be
cause of limited time, irregular a tten
dance, and inadequate resources. 

A "picture" which comes to mind is 
a person with a funnel sticking out of 
the top of his head and a teacher 
standing over him with a pitcher of 
knowledge and faith pouring it into the 
student. How many of us had so much 
poured into us that we became fed-up? 
Who ever learned the value of a good 
book, the beauty of a piece of art, the 
joy of friendship, or the reality of a 
meaningful fa ith by being instructed or 
told it was so? 

Perhaps another picture of the 
learner is more adequate. Instead of a 
funnel to pour in the material, a per
son is more like a flower. A flower is 
first a seed, then a stem, then a bud. 
Through the energy on the inside and 
the gentle influence on the outside, the 
flower blossoms forth in beauty and 
fulfillment. Just so, within each person 
is the power to grow and open up to 
his full dimension of understanding 
and commitment. The energy to learn 
and grow comes from the inside; how
ever, there is the necessary influence 
from other sources on the outside. The 
difference between looking at learners 

Mr. Donald Griggs is the founder 
a11d director of Griggs Educational Ser
vice, L ivermore, Calif. R eprinted by 
Permission from Spectrum m agazine, 
January 1970 issue. 
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as vessels to be filled up and as flowers 
growing toward blossom is the differ
ence between lea rning by imposition 
and learning by discovery. 

Leaming Through Discovery 

Consider an example of learning 
through discovery in a sixth grade 
class. A group of four boys are given 
a fi lmstrip on the life and ministry of 
Jesus. They are not given a script, just 
the filmstrip, and are invited to spend 
the next three weeks preparing their 
own script. Their first step is to look 
at the whole filmstrip and to talk about 
what they think the pictures represent. 
Then they start with a frame at a time 
writing their own brief commentary. 
Before long they come to a frame 
they cannot figure out. There is a pic
ture of Jesus washing another man's 
feet. The students come to the teacher 
with the question, "Why is Jesus wash
ing the man's feet?" The teacher re
sponds wi th a suggestion that they 
read the passage in the Bible which 
tells about that event. The students 
say they do not know where to find the 
story. The teacher asks if they have 
ever used a concordance and they say 
no. So the teacher suggests briefly how 
to use a concordance and encourages 
them to try to find the passage by look
ing up one of the key words, like 
"feet." For the next 20 minutes the 
students use concordance, Bible, and 
commentary in order to develop an 
interpretation of that one frame. 

The teacher could have very easily 
and quickly told the boys where to find 
the passage, what he thought it meant, 
and other key points. However, be
cause the s tudents engaged in their own 
exploration they learned how to use a 
concordance, they found the passage in 
the Gospel of John, they used a com
mentary and then they wrote, "Jesus 
wanted to show his friends how they 

should help each other so he washed 
their feet even though they did not like 
the idea. Jesus told them, 'Since I did 
the dirty job of a servant then you 
should do dirty jobs too.' " 

The teacher of this class could have 
used the filmstrip, read the script, and 
discussed it all in one session. But 
what would the students have learned? 
Would they have really struggled with 
some of the difficult parts of Jesus' life? 
Would they have had any opportunity 
to put the message of Jesus' life into 
their own style and idiom? Even 
though they interpreted some pictures 
differently from the script, the experi
ence of this teacher and group of boys 
indicates that learning happened as 
they struggled, searched, questioned, 
and discussed in the midst of their task. 

While this group of boys worked on 
a particular task, others in the class 
were pursuing other aspects of Jesus' 
ministry through a variety of resources, 
media, and other interesting tasks. 

As teachers in the church we too 
often have answers to questions stu
dents are not asking. We need to begin 
to ask questions, to propose possi
bilities, to encourage exploration of is
sues that arise from the students' needs 
and abilities. No curriculum can antici
pate a student's need or guarantee his 
readiness to learn. Only the teacher in 
the class can be sensitive to what a 
student is ready to pursue. The cur
riculum is a starting point. T he teach
er is the planner and decision-maker 
for how a particular class will proceed. 
When teachers become facilitators of 
learning by providing opportunities for 
discovery, they are more likely to ful
fill their responsibilities, as well as their 
dreams, for their students and for 
themselves. O 
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" Put on the whole armour for God, that ye 
may be able to stand " (Eph. 6:11) . 
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ROLES AND RELATIONSHIPS 
WITHIN THE FAMILY 

August 1, 1971 

Scripture: Ex. 20:12; Eph. 5:21-6:4 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: If the Father 
and the Son are patterns and powers 
in the parents, each will adapt to the 
other in love and the children will lov
ingly obey the love that parents express 
in their teaching and handling. 

I. HUSBAND AND WIFE 5:21-
33). Obedience to Christ produces 
~utua! submission in all relationship 
mcludmg those in the family. Submis
sion = "fit in with one another " 
"adapt" (Phillips). The analogy of the 
relationship between Christ and the 
church is crucial to understand "sub
mission" as God means it. Logically, 
emotionally, the command to love 
stands prior to the command to sub
mit. Someone has said, "No woman 
need fear to submit herself to a man 
who would die for her." 

Man's resistance to submissiveness is 
part of humanity's sinful determination 
to be independent. The woman's re
sistance to her husband overlooks his 
fundamental commitment and respon
sibility to care for her. The husband's 
abuse of his wife shows a failure to 
understand Christ's Jove and the respon
sibility for another's welfare which 
love imposes. 

II. PARENT AND CHILD (6:1 -
4). The command to obey might also 
raise fewer hackles if parents first 
heard the command to not provoke/ 
aggravate/arouse resentment in their 
chi ldren. Part of the child 's resentment 
comes from parental efforts to "civilize 
the savage" for living in society; part 
lies in the frustration of being human 
(limited and sinful ) which both parent 
and child suffer. 

By our treatment of our children we 
express what we believe God to be like. 
We give them spiritual instruction di
rectly and indirectly. If we believe 
that God loves even while he cannot 
tolerate evil , God forgives, he wants the 
best for us, he "gives us richly all 
things to enjoy," our children wi ll have 
little reason to resent our handl ing. If 
we treat our children as God treats us, 

These lessons, prepared by the Rev. 
David Priestley, Junction City, Kan., are 
based on International Sunday School 
Outlines which are copyrighted by the 
International Council of Religious Edu
cation 1964. 
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our children are more likely to be be
lieve'ts than pagans. 

III. THE COMMANDMENTS "WITH 
PROMISE" (Ex. 20: 12) . Godly, be
lieving parents are assumed. A child 
who honors and obeys his parents will 
also develop faithful fellowship with 
God whom he has seen at work in 
his fami ly. God's special benefits fall 
on those who follow him. 

QUESTIONS: 1) What is the rela
tionship between love and submission? 
2) Can pa rents really treat their chil
dren in a godly manner without "play
ing God"? 3) What do our conduct, 
interests, values, speech tell our chil
dren about God? D 

FAMILY CONFLICT AND RECON
CILIATION 

August 8, 1971 
Scripture: Gen. 27:44-45; 33:4-11 

BIBLB 
SlUD 

C ENTRAL THOUGHT: Mutual for
giveness is the only remedy for the 
crises and conflicts which separate 
family members. 

INTRODUCTION: Families have a 
larger share of tensions and conflicts 
than ari se in other relationship, per
haps because at home one doesn' t 
"have to be poli te;" one can "be him
self" and expect everyone else to "make 
allowances." The thoughtless frictions 
willful selfishness, normal crises of fam~ 
ily living tax the patience and Jove of 
the most sain tl y. It was no spontaneous 
afterthought when Paul admonished 
men to love their wives and not ag
gravate their children. 

"The most important single ingredi 
ent that goes to make up the emotional 
climate [of a home] is the cumulative 
effect of the husband 's moods when he 
is at home" (Lars Granberg, Today, 
June 15, 1969) . The burden of family 
peace lies on the father's shoulde rs. 

I. COOLING OFF (27:44-45). Al
though some temperaments can find re
lease in quick flare-ups, the wide and 
lengthy separation of the antagonists to 
permit them to cool off is essential to 
resolving many quarrels. 

II. FORGIVENESS (33:4-11) . Sev
eral factors contributing to reconcilia
tion appear in this story. A. Generos
ity often eases the path of forgiveness 
( 32: 3-23); however, genuine forgive
ness cannot be bought, neither from 
our fellow man nor from God. 

B. God had prospered each brother 
so part of the original basis of conflict 
was removed; there was no material 
reason for either to take advantage of 
the other. 

C. Esau had apparently given up his 
desire for revenge. 

D. Jacob was a man cleansed by 
his encounter with the angel of Yahweh. 
God had purged the hearts of both 
through time and miracle. 

Their mutual forgiveness paved the 
way for normal relations between the 
two men again. Normalcy can be re
stored only when there has been for
giveness; reconciliation itself means "to 
make friends again." Renewed friend
ship with those from whom resentment 
has separated us enriches our appre
ciation of atonement through Christ 
and our reconciliation with God moti
vates us to overcome estrangements 
from others here. D 

ALCOHOL A N D THE FAMILY 
August 15, 1971 
Scripture: ! er. 35:1-10, 18-1 9 

CENTRAL THOUG HT: The family is 
a training ground for learning to trust 
in God, not in the contents of bottles. 

INTRODUCTION: This quarter we 
discuss the social results of beverage 
use of alcohol; personal dangers are to 
be dealt with in a later study unit. 

I. RECHABITES. Those whom Jere
miah called into the temple and tempt
ed to drink wine were descendents of 
Jonadab, a contemporary of Jehu. 
Some 250 years earlier, Jonadab had as
sisted Jehu in his slaughter of the Baal
worshippers (II Kings 1 O) . 

The Israelites in Jonadab's time 
were adopting the settled agriculture of 
the Canaanites, and some were begin
n i n~. to worship local agricultural and 
fertility gods. Elijah and Elisha thun
dere? tha t Yahweh alone was the giver 
of hfe and produce, not the ancient 
Ca~aanite dieties. Jonadab rejected 
agriculture altogether and chose for his 
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clan the life of the bedouin. Further
more, he imposed on his clan absolute 
abstinence from wine, apparently be
cause it required lengthy horticulture 
which, for the Canaanites, included 
Baal worship. Total abstinence for the 
Rechabites was an act of separation 
from Baalism. 

Jeremiah used the Rechabites to 
dramatically illustrate the faithfulness 
of a minority to a family standard of 
separation in contrast to the refusal of 
the la rger nation to be faithful to God's 
words. Threatened invasion had caused 
the Rechabites to leave their nomadic 
environs and see~ refuge in the city, 
but the changed situation did not result 
in changed convictions or practices. 

II. TODA Y'S FAMILY. The fami ly 
today can be a strong influence to 
demonstrate that drugs and alcohol are 
not necessary for relaxation, for com
panionsh~p, !or so~iability; that they are 
not the md1spens1ble lubricant for so
cial gatherings, government and busi
ness. 

God calls men to trust him wholly, 
to give their energies to glorify and 
enjoy him. Alcohol and drugs are not 
necessary for that; but the fulness of 
the Spirit is ( Eph. 5 : 18). God's people 
should demonstrate that those who rely 
on God are able to meet people and 
face si tuations as whole persons - ac
cepted, forgiven, freed, empowered by 
God - who do not need chemicals to 
work or to play. D 

ALCOHOL AND SOCIETY 
August 22, 1971 
Scripture: Amos 6:1-8 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Society suf
fers fin ancially, politically, interperson
ally when its members give themselves 
to alcohol because of spiritual and 
moral decay. 

INTRODUCTION : Believing them
selves secure under God's covenant, the 
Israelites carelessly indulged them
selves, unconcerned in the face of the 
Assyrian threat in mid-eighth century 
B.C. 

I. FALSE SECURITY ( 1 f). To 
arouse them from their complacency 
Amos invites the Northern Kingdom to 
consider some of the formerly great 
cities around them, the neighboring 
small powers who were once prosper
ous but a re now quite pitiable. They 
had been urbane, wealthy, politically in
fluential but now were sorry chattels, 
their leaders deported under T iglath
pileser's novel policy of replacing a po-
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tential revolutionary class with foreign 
immigrees who had no ties with the 
local population and could, therefore, 
raise no rebellion. 

II. SELF-INDULGENCE (3-6). Is
raelite self-indulgence is bringing catas
trophe upon the land. Indolence, glut
tony, revelry, intoxication, narcissism 
were signs of the debauchery and spir
itual bankruptcy of Israel's leaders. 

Whether used to escape a hopelessly 
grim reality or as a crutch to enjoy 
superficial reality, consumption of al
cohol and other drugs indicates that 
people have missed the foundation of 
reality; God is ignored/ refused. To 
leave God out of one's life, to fai l to 
take him seriously, to live for one's self 
effects not only a person's family, but 
the whole of society. When its citizens 
'.efuse submission to God, a society is 
m danger of suffering the abuses of un
d isciplined power, of might gone de
monic. Chemical escapes are radical 

BIBLB 
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symptoms of moral decay. It signifies 
that the debauchee has rejected true 
values and adopted a set o f goals which 
are totally inadequate to produce genu
ine meaning, joy, self-hood. 

Exorbitant though the cost of drunk
enness is in human lives, personal 
property, added police and emergency 
medical facilities, etc. , a society cannot 
last for long when its members forsake 
reality and surrender to the false prom
ises of relaxation, conviviality, escape 
which pills and liquor make. Healthy 
societies require whole men; wholeness 
comes from a single-hearted relation
ship with God. D 

ALCOHOL AND THE CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY 
A11g11st 29, 1971 
Scripture: Rom. 14:13-23 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: T he Chris
tian is obligated to modify his conduct 

should it be an encouragement/induce
ment to another Christian to sin. 

INTRODUCTION: We readily accept 
as brothers in Christ those whose style 
of life is like our own, but too often 
we unwittingly slip into the attitude of 
censor/ inquisitor when someone be
haves differently from what we under
stand is proper for a Christian. Against 
such critical evaluations (which imply a 
verdict on the eternal welfare of the 
"deviant" ) we are warned: "It is to God 
therefore, that each of us must give 
an account of himself ' (Rom. 14: 12). 

I. SUPPORT, NOT JUDGMENT 
( 13). The central criterion for our be
havior is whether it causes a brother 
to falter in his Christian walk. Note 
two things: a) we evaluate our own 
conduct, no one else's; b) behavior 
which might actually cause a brother to 
fall by the wayside is avoided, not sim
ply activities contrary to conservative 
custom. Rather than certifying others' 
behavior, we ought to consider whether 
our actions influence our brothers to be 
more faithful to Christ. 

II. RESPONSIBILITY, NOT AU
TONOMY (15-18). Love for the 
brother is responsible/ considerate/ un
selfish. If one knows that his legitimate 
conduct will cause a brothe r to waver 
in faith, he will abstain from it for the 
sake of his spiritual dependent. 

For fi rst-cen tury C hristians food was 
usually related to idolatry (I Cor. 8-
10). The meat markets were supplied 
from animals given in worship of pagan 
gods. Eating meat from the temple 
butcher might imply a belief and com
munion with that false god; and to 
patronize the shop was an indirect sup
port of idolatry. Diet became an issue 
among early Christians because it might 
lead to a possible lapse into idolatry. 

God's rule/ kingdom is essentially 
righteousness, joy, peace produced in 
the believers life by the Holy Spirit· 
one's diet neither proves nor forms th~ 
basis of his relationship with Christ. 

III. PEACE, NOT DESTRUCTIQN 
( 19-23). The effect of conduct on oth
ers' fa ith determines its acceptability. 
So long as his conscience is clear about 
an activity, a man is free to do it; 
when he suspects it may be harmful to 
his spiritual growth or becomes aware 
tha t it is hurting someone else's matu
ration. he discontinues it. 

Our activ ities effect both individuals 
and, through them, the entire fe llow
ship of believers. Our conduct should 
produce peace and improvement amono 
the brethren and a hearing for th~ 
Gospel in the world around. 0 
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DUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
PEG AN The combined 

Women's Missionary Societies in the 
Winnipeg area look back on some 
blessed highlights during February and 
March. During the Missionary Confer
ence Feb. 12, the McDermot W.M.S. 
was privileged to have Edith Schroeder 
show sl ides and report about the work 
she was able to share with her late 
husband, Gary. She gave praise to 
God for His grace which carried and 
comforted her. At the same time she 
expressed the desire to return to Cam
eroon and continue the missionary 
work begun by her husband. 

Mrs. Lois Ahrens presented a mean
ingful insight into the needs and dif
ficulties of the Spanish American mis
sion in Monte Vista, Colo. These peo
ple need our help and prayers. A 
special offering of $ 165.00 was con
tributed toward the WMU goal of 
$100,000. 

On March 5, the W.M.S. of five 
German churches in Winnipeg ob
served the World Day of Prayer, keep
ing in mind the theme, "New Life 
Awaits." The offering of $91.30 was 
also designated toward the WMU goal. 
(Rosemarie Glas, reporter. ) 

APLINGTON, IOWA The afternoon 
and evening circles of the Benevolent 
Society of the Aplington Baptist Church 
planned a card shower and open house, 
honoring Mrs. Donald Patet on her 
birthday, Friday, April 2. About 40 
ladies stopped by the parsonage 
throughout the day. The Benevolent 
Society ordered a spring centerpiece 
and birthday cakes. Mrs. Patet also re
ceived cards from other townspeople, 
and members of the Aplington Wom
an's Club. 

A Missionary Conference was held 
March 12- 14 with these area churches 
participating: Aplington Baptist, Ap
lington; Calvary Baptist, Parkersburg; 
Cedarloo Baptist, Cedar Falls. The par
ticipating missionaries were Mrs. Edith 
Schroeder and Rev. and Mrs. H erman 
Effa. The General Missionary Secre
tary, Dr. Richard Schilke, also spoke. 
The conference began with a get-to
gether at Apl ington on Friday morn
ing. Services were held at the three 
churches on Friday eveni ng. On Sat
urday evening a banquet was held in 
Waterloo. Services were agai n held 
Sunday morning and evening. (Mrs. 
Elaine Ostercamp, reporter.) 

Y On April 6, the Men's 
Brotherhood of the Ashley Baptist 
C hurch sponsored a specia l men's meet
ing. Pastors and men from Eureka, 
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S.D.; Venturia, Lehr, Wishek and F re
donia, N.D. , attended. The Rev. Ever
ett Barker of Forest Park, Ill., was guest 
speaker and also showed the film, 
"God's Will Through Yours." In the 
afternoon a special service was ar
ranged for all women of the church to 
enable them to also hear Rev. Barker 
and see the film. 

On Easter Sunday evening, the mixed 
choir presented the cantata, "Hallelu
jah, What a Savior," by John W. Peter
son, under the direction of Mrs. Wm. 
C. G iedt and Mrs. Etan Pelzer as nar
rator. 

Sunday evening, April 25, the 
W.M.S. gave thei r annual program 
choosing "Mother's Day" as their 
theme. An inspirational message on 
" Bible Mothers," was given by the pas
tor's wife, Mrs. Etan Pelzer. T he of
fering was designated towards the pur
chase of the new Baldwin electric or
gan. (Mrs. Carl Fischer, reporter.) 

WAUSAU, WIS. On Sunday, Apri l, 25, 
the Immanuel Baptist Church wel
comed their new pastor, the Rev. Wm. 
W. Sibley. The North-Central Area 
Secretary, the Rev. C larence Wal th 
(pictured with Pastor and Mrs. Sibley) 

brought the installation sermon, "How 
to Have a Blessed Future." Other par
ticipants were Owen Gering and Ro
land Stuplich of the pulpit committee 
and Don Schubring, chairman of the 
Board of Deacons. Mrs. Leslie Froeh
lich sang a solo. 

A reception for Pastor and Mrs. 
Sibley and their three sons was held in 
the afternoon. Various organizations 
were represented and participated in 
the program. LuAnn Mikul played a 
cornet solo. The Rev. Richard Post, 
interim pastor, closed with appropri
ate comments and prayer. (Ruth N. 
Kletzin , reporter.) 

BEN ON HARBOR, MICH . The 
First German Baptist Church sold their 
church building in March to a growing 
colored Baptist Church. A month later 
the parsonage was sold. We are re
locating in St. Joseph sometime in 
November. The new pa rsonage was 
bui lt last year. On Easter Sunday we 
had ground-break ing for the new 

church, which wi ll be called Oakridge 
Baptist Church. It will seat 250 and 
is already well under construction. 

On April 18, the Rev. Paul Zoschke, 
interim pastor, baptized four candi
dates (pictured) . They received the 

hand of church membership May 2. 
(Ingrid H artwig, reporter.) 

Wt:TASKIWIN, ALT . A baptismal 
service was held a t Calvary Baptist 
Church May :2, 1971 , during the morn
ing worship service by our pastor, the 
Rev. David Berg. Four candidates 
were baptized upon confession of their 
fai th in Christ. At the end of the ser
vice the right hand of fellowship Wf!S 

extended to these and one other. 
The church is busy preparing for the 

75th anniversary of the church which 
will be held July 9-11, 1971. (Mrs. Joe 
Knuenz, reporter.) 

WEST FARGO, N.D. The Women's 
Missionary Society of the Grace Bap
tist Church held their Mothers' and 
Daughters' Tea on May 5, 1971. The 
theme was, "A H appy Home Through 
Christ." A devotional, special music 
and readings were given, and a skit, 
"Springtime Bouquet," was presented 
by the daughters. The special event 
was slides shown on the H oly Land by 
the Rev. Dan ielson of the Fargo Mis
sion. After the service the ladies en
joyed a time of fellowship with the 
daughters. The Rev. Raymond Dickau 
is the pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
Shirley Bertsch, reporter.) 

WACO, TEX Central Baptist Church 
sta rted the Easter Season on Palm Sun
day with a cantata, "Worthy Is The 
Lamb." The choir was directed by 
Mil ton Lippert, the organist was Miss 
Michaelle Schauer, the pianist was Miss 
Joyce Lippert. 

On the Saturday before Easter we had 
our annual Easter egg hunt for the 
younger children's departments. Easter 
morni ng began at 5: 30 for the young 
people with a sunrise breakfast on the 
shores of Lake Waco with a time for a 
devotional and several testimonies. 
That night the Easter pageant, "Mark 
of the Carpenter," was presented by 
the young people's department. The 
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Rev. LeRoy Schauer is pastor of the 
church. (Marie Chance, reporter.) 

N Al TA F rom March 22-
28, 1971 , the Onoway Baptist Church 
conducted evangelistic meetings with 
the Rev. Cornelius Remple of Medicine 
H a t, Alta . The pastor, the Rev. Fred 
Ohlmann, has been presenting a soul 
wi nning course at the midweek Bible 
study night prior to and following the 
meet ings. 

On Sunday evening, March 2 1, our 
missionary, Berndt Lemke showed us 
slides and gave us a better insight into 
the work at the Leper Mission in 
Mbingo, Cameroon, where he and his 
family served the last three years be
fore coming home on furlough. 

A junior choir, conducted by Mrs. 
Lena Ohlmann, has been organized. 
(Lilli Albert, reporter. ) 

KYLE TEX. On March 21 , 1971 , the 
Woman's Missionary Society of the 
Immanuel Baptist C hurch observed its 
74th anniversa ry. The morning wor
sh ip service was devoted to the recog
nition of the woman's work. T he mes
sage was brought by our pastor, Dr. 
W. H . Barsh, who spoke on the ap
propriate theme, "Lydia, the Open 
Door to Church Extension ." 

Our president, Mrs. Kurt Lengefeld, 
presided at the dinner service. 

A mission offering was received. 
Mrs. Louis H anson of the First Bap
tist Church of Kyle, Texas, was our 
guest speaker. Her theme was "Taking 
a Second Look." Officers of the pre
vious year were installed. The installa
tion prayer was given by Mrs. W. H . 
Barsh. The woman's choir gave a selec
tion entitled, "Then Jesus Came." Mrs. 
Minnie H ill led the closing prayer. 
(M rs. W. E. Wiegand, reporter.) 

NAPOLEON, N.D. On April 4, the 
Napoleon Baptist Church had a bap
tismal service during which four candi
dates were bapt ized. The Rev. Henry 

Pfeifer is pictured with the new con
verts: Valerie L. Pfeifle, Anna Mary 
Vetsch, Vieckie R. Pfeifle and Dan iel 
Kei th Pfei fle. 

July 1971 

LA CROSSE, WIS. Bible Baptist Sun
d ay school recently completed a con
test with two other LaCrosse churches 
- a Baptist, and an Assembly of God. 
Our March 14-April 11 average in
crease was about 81 % over January
February. We failed to break our 160 
record of J 968, but we won the con
test. 

A jewelled sword was to be trans
ferred to the church that won for the 
particular Sunday. We had it for the 
fi rs~ Sunday and kept it for the re
mainder of the contest. The "victory" 
service was held at the Assembly. 
Sunday evening April 11 , where awards 
were presented and recognition given. 
The Sunday school staff is planning a 
vigorous follow-up. 

February was " pastor appreciation" 
month. with members and fr iends say
ing "thank-you" in various ways with 
food items, cards, etc., for the Franck 
family's seven fruitful years with us. 
( Hiram Phillips, reporter.) 

CHICAGO, ILL The Sunday School 
Department of the Foster Avenue 
Baptist Church was presented a "Key 
to Achievement" award during the re
cent 32nd annual Chicagoland Sunday 

School Convention. Pictured left to 
right: Rev. Clarence H. Walth. pastor 
of the church: James McConnell. gen
eral superintendent of the Sunday 
school, and Paul Schroeder, chairman 
of the Board of Christian Education. 

PORTLAND, ORE. Satan, indeed. 
has "plenty sheep!" Pastor Donald 
Ganstrom, in his African-inspired Pid
geon English, effectively accompanied 
the consecrated young people of Team 
2 of God's Volunteers in recent ser
vices at Bethany Baptist Church. Some 
received salvation, some vowed rededi
cation, many were visited. Our Oregon 
Baptist Youth Fellowship enjoyed a 
banquet. which Bethany hosted. allow
ing a broader touch with our Volun
teers. 

Following the dramatization of the 
life of Christ. in which all the Sunday 
school departments participated. and a 
message to new converts by Pastor B. 
F ritzke. Easter Sunday was climaxed 

0 R CHURCHES IN AC ION 
by a moving baptismal service. Those 
experiencing this blessing were Cindy 
Bannister, Amy Casselman. Ron Fish
back and Robert Meeks. The choir 
presented the Cantata, "Hallelujah. 
What a Saviour!" (Florence S. Bauder, 
reporter.) 

CHILLIWACk 8.C. On Easter Sun
day morning the Victoria Avenue 
Baptist Church witnessed a baptismal 
service of a young couple and two 
teenage boys by Rev. R. Jaster. After 
baptism the pastor extended the hand 
of fellowship to them followed by ob
servance of the Lord's Supper. 

Easter Sunday evening the young peo
ple were in charge of the program. 
They had special numbers in song, 
recitations and a short sermonette by 
Pastor Jaster. (Mrs. Jaster, reporter.) 

EW LEIPZIG .D. On Feb. 8, 
197 I. members and friends of the 
New Leipzig Baptist Church enjoyed a 
concert of gospel songs presented by 
the Peace Makers, a 27-voice choir 
from the Northwestern Bible College 
of Minot, N.D. 

In March the Ladies' Mission Soci
ety gave a Sunday evening program of 
dedicat ion for all the White Cross arti
cles which had been made. 

Pre-Easter services were held from 
April 5-9. with pastors from our neigh
boring churches at Hettinger. Hebron. 
D ickinson, Beulah and our own pastor 
exchanging pulpits each evening. 

Our church choir presented the can
tata '·No Greater Love.'' by John W. 
Peterson. on April 11 . The Rev. LeRoy 
Moser is pastor of the church. ( Mrs. 
Walter K all is, reporter. ) 

ELLINWOOD, KAN . By April 4. o f 
this year, the First Baptist Church had 
gained 19 new members. nine by 
transfer and I 0 by baptism. Most of 

them are pictured with the Rev. Harold 
Weiss on the right. ( Mildred Bur
rough ts. reporter.) 

CARRINGTON I'll D The combined 
choirs of Calvary Baptist and Cathay 
Baptist churches presented an Easter 
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OUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
cantata, "H allelujah! What a Savior," 
on the evening of April 11, in the 
Calvary Baptist Church. Director was 
Mrs. Albert Reddig, Cathay; narrator, 
the Rev. Peter Wiens; piano accompa
nist, Mrs. Arthur Johnson, Carrington. 

O n April 25, the Rev. Peter Wiens 
baptized four young people : J ill 
Schramm, Daryl Helm, Cathay; Kathy 
Schumacker, Sykeston; and Brian 
Beach, Carrington. (pictured) 

A service featuring a team from 
Briercrest Bible Institute from Caron
port, Sask., Can., was held Sunday, 
April 25 at Calvary Baptist Church. 
(Mrs. Percy Pepple, reporter. ) 

ANAHEIM, CALIF. Sunday evening, 
Apri l 18, the Women's Missionary So
ciety of the Bethel Baptist Church 
held their 60th anniversary program 
and installation of new officers. Pastor 
Ernest Rogalski installed the officers. 
Mrs. Elsie Rogalsk i read Scripture. 
Special music was given by the ladies 
chorus led by choir director, Iris Fal
lon. 

George Wall, pilot with Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship, now on furlough, 
gave an illustrated message, showing 
portions of his work during the past 
four years in the African Congo. The 
M.A.F. plane supplies the necessary 
food, clothing and needs of the people . 
An interdenominational church and 
hospital have been established at 
Nyanga and the work is progressing. 
(Carrie Lambert, reporter.) 

SHEBOYGAN, WIS. Easter services 
included a baptismal service for one 
adult and two young people who were 
also extended the hand of fellowship 
into the Bethel Baptist Church. 

On April 18, the groundbreaking 
ceremony for our new church was 
held with Rev. Everett Barker of For
est Park as guest speaker. Another 
guest was the Rev. Herman Palfenier 
of Minneapolis who led us in a week
l9ng series of Deeper Life meetings. 
His messages were based on the letters 
to the seven churches of Revelation. 
He also had a children's story time 
each night. Many came forward for 
rededication and severa l responded to 
the invitation to accept Christ as Sav-
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ior. Pastor Kenneth Schmuland is con
ducti ng a membership training class for 
recent converts. (Mrs. Maurice Joslyn, 
reporter.) 

GEORGE, IOWA March 28-April 2, 
the First Baptist Church had the Rev. 
George Breitkreuz, pastor of G race 
Baptist at Racine, Wis., as special 
speaker. Beginning with his showing 
slides and tell ing of his trip to the Holy 
Land, pre-service prayer in each eve
n ing, special music from our own and 
neighboring churches, it culminated 
with souls saved and lives rededicated. 

The combined choirs of Central, 
Tabernacle and First Baptist, under 
the direction of Pastor Bert ltterman, 
presented the cantata, "Behold Your 
King," on April 4 and 11. 

April 9, Pastor Itterman and the 
Musical Messengers participated in the 
U nion Good Friday services held at 
the Ebenezer Presbyterian Church in 
George, Iowa. 

A parking lot has been added, new 
sod has been laid, and much needed 
cabinets have been buil t and fin ished 
for our Sunday school rooms. These 
wi ll also be useful for the Bible School 
which wi ll be held June 7-11. 

Pastor Itterman is presently con
ducting an Inquirer's Class in prepara
tion for a baptismal service in the near 
fu ture. ( Mrs. John Arends Jr. , re
porter.) 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. On Palm Sun
day evening eleven converts were bap
tized in the Pilgrim Baptist Church. 
Two others were received by confes
sion of fai th. These were the result of 
challenging sermons by the Rev. Milton 
Zeeb and the earnest prayers of both 
pastor and members. The new con-

·~w 
verts (pictured, one missing) received 
the hand of fel lowship at the Maundy 
T hursday service. This service, which 
reinacts as closely as possible the origi
nal Supper, is one of the highl ights of 
the year. (Mrs. Will iam Esenwei n, re
porter. ) 

McCLUSKY, N .D. The Northern 
North Dakota Association Me n's 
Brotherhood held their annual Sing 
Fest on Sunday evening, April 18, at 

the McClusky Baptist Church. A 
crowd of 400 attended. The president 
of Men's Brotherhood, Arley Hinsz, 
presided. The main feature of the eve
ning was the mass choir of 70 voices 
directed by Mr. Fred Pepple of Car
rington. The evening offering went for 
the Scholarship F und· to assist some 
students at either our Sem inary or 
North American Baptist College. 

On Palm Sunday evening, April 4, 
Pastor Edwin Walter baptized three 
candidates : Mr. and Mrs. Duane 
Schaeffer and F rank Skalicky. T hey 
were received as members on Sunday 
morning May 2. Mr. and Mrs. Duane 
Schaeffer also dedicated their baby to 
the Lord. 

Three o f our service men who served 
in Vietnam a year or more were: 
M/ Sgt. David M iller , Spec/ 4 Dennis 
Engel and Spec/5 Lee Walter. All are 
back in the States now for which we 
are very grateful. (Marian Neuha rth, 
reporter.) 

ABERDEEN, S.D. On Easter Sunday 
morn ing the Calvary Baptist Church 
witnessed the baptism of eight C hris
tians. In the evening service they were 
given the right hand of fellowship and 
welcomed into the church . Our present 
membership is now 207. The Rev. 
Eugene A. Kern is pastor of the 
church . (Willa rd Tesky, reporter.) 

ANAHEIM, CALIF. On F riday, May 
7, 197 1, an ordination council con
vened at the Magnolia Baptist Church 
for the purpose of examining Mr. Lan
ny Johnson for the Christian ministry. 
The Rev. E. Rogalski was elected 
moderator and Mr. Pa ul Pennoyer, 
secretary. T he candidate was intro
duced by the Rev. K. F ischer. M r. 
Johnson presented a we ll prepared 
statement on his personal background, 
call to the ministry, and doctrinal be
liefs. In executive session the dele
gates voted unanimously to recom
mend to the Magnolia Baptist Church 
that they proceed with the ordination. 
T he service was held on Sunday eve
ning, May 9. Dr. Bob Saucy brought 
the ordination message. 

Rev. Johnson graduated this y~ar 
from T albot T heological Seminary with 
a Master of Divinity degree. He has 
accepted the call to serve at the Mag
nolia Baptist Church as Minister of 
Adult Work. (E. Rogalski, reporter.) 

KELOWNA, B.C. The Trinity Baptist 
Church Band, under the direction of 
Mr. W . Rempel, performed a prelude 
for a special church service with God's 

BAPTIST HERALD 

DUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
Volunteers, Team 2, marking not only 
the last of a week's meetings at the 
local church, but also the last service 
for the 1970-71 team. Rev. J . Wollen
berg thanked the group for their ser
vices, especially for the a lmost 400 
visitations, special youth meetings and 
witnessing training classes. The team 
sang several of their favori te selec
tions, and the Rev. R. H arsch brought 
the fin al message, stressing the need to 
guard against lukewarmness. Our 
church joins the other 21 churches this 
team has served in a hearty "Thank 
you, well done!" ( Mrs. Magdalena 
Spletzer, reporter.) 

NORTH FREEDOM, WIS. Sunday 
evening, March 28, the W.M.S. o f the 
North Freedom Baptist Church cele
brated thei r 90th year. Miss Irma 
Getschman gave some information on 
the h isto ry. The choir from the Bara
boo Baptist Church presented the Can
tata , "So Send I You." 

Sunday evening, Arpil 28, members 
of the church and friends of the Rev. 
Werner Lemke and family gave them 
a farewell program. Everyone regrets 
that they have to leave but wishes them 
God's blessings in their new field at 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Thursday evening, May 6, 72 mothers 
and daughters gathered for the annual 
banquet. The theme ca.rricd out .the 
90 year celebration with old time 
lamps burning on each table. On each 
of the member's tags was written the 
date on which they had joined the 
Mission Society. Gay Kaney had .the 
devotions using the lamp as an obiect 
and center ing her thoughts on Psalm 
119 : 105, "Thy word is a lamp unt~ 
my feet, and a light unto my rath. 
Le na Knoop gave some bits of h1st.ory. 
A Jong stemmed carnatio~ was ~i~en 
to each of the following : Lilltan 
Wilzewske who has been a member 
fo r 57 ye; rs Margaretta Pawlisch, 55 
years, Agnes ' G aetzke, 52 years, tv! Yr~le 
Pawlisch, 44 years and Amelia . Dickie, 
40 years. The enjoyable evenmg "."as 
ended by everyone singing, "H~w Firm 
a Foundation." (Mrs. Carl Faivre, re
porter.) 

WINNIPEG MAN. O n May ?· the 
Women's Missionary Societies 111 the 

· M. · Church area met at the Baptist 1ss1on 
for a m1ss1onary tea. Mrs. Walter 
Stein. WM U preside nt , led the m~et
ing. The theme, " Mother's Day, Spn ng. 
Mission " was developed by Mrs. 
Maria Rogalski , vice president of the 
W. . WMS G uest speaker was 

mnipeg · , about 
Miss Betty Mantay. She spoke 
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the role of women in Africa and their 
disadvantages and lack of opportunity 
as compared to Western women. 

An offering of $200.00 was desig
nated for the hospital in N igeria where 
Dr. and Mrs. Willi G utowski are serv
ing. ( Rosemarie Glas, reporter. ) 

REG INA, SASK. On April 25, the 
members and friends of the Bethany 
Baptist Chu rch celebrated the 45th an
niversary of the WMS. Included in 
the special evening program were sev
eral musical selections and a skit 
"J udged - Today or in Eternity?" The 
lad ies also honored the only living and 
still very active charter member, Mrs. 
Julianne Butz, with a corsage. A short 
medi tation was brought by the Rev. 
F. Goliath, pastor of the church. 
Greetings and words of renewed en
couragement and dedication for the 
Lord's work were brought by repre
sentatives of several of the sister 
churches. The offering of the evening 
was designated for the church exten
sion work of the Saskatchewan Asso
ciation. ( Mrs. Fri tz Gol iath, reporter.) 

EMMA F. JOCH IMSEN nee Holz, 95, of C leve
land , Ohio, died on April 5, 1971. She was born 
on Dec. 21, 1875, in Germany. In her yout h she 
accepted Christ as her Savior, was baptized and 
became a member of the Baptist church. She 
was married to Herman J. Jochimsen in 1898. 
In 1923 they emigrated to America and joined 
the Hillcrest Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Surviving her are two daughters : Mrs. Hilde
garde Ehlert, Ed itha; one son, Herbert; t wo 
grandsons and three great-grandsons. T he Rev. 
R. Sigmund was the officiating minister at the 
funeral service. 

MRS. CAROLINE SCHI NDLER, 91, of Lodi, 
Calif.. d ied on April 5, 197 1. She was born on 
May 30, 1880, in Russia. In 1887 she emigrated 
to America. She received Christ as her Savior 
and was baptized in 1898. She transferred her 
membership to the First Baptist Church of Lodi 
after moving from Fessenden. N.D. In 1900 she 
was married to Charles Schindler. Su rviving her 
arc her widower: 12 children: Mrs. Lydia Lie
bert, ll•l rs. Minnie Bruskrud. Mrs. Pauline Sellc
scth. Mrs. Caroline Kiser. M rs. Alice M axwell, 
Mrs. Irene Bright. T illie Schind ler, Henry. Julius. 
Charles. J ohn and Fred; three sisters, 35 grand
children. 69 great-grandchildren, 14 grcal-grcat
grandchild ren. The Rev. Willis Potratz was the 
officiat ing min ister at the funeral service. 

RUDOLPH ENGEL. 81, of Avon, S.D .. died on 
April 5. 1971. H e was born on Jan . 17. 1890. 
near Avon . He accepted Christ as his Savior in 
1909 and was bapt ized and joined the Danzig 
Baptist Church in 1910. Later he ioincd the 
F irst Baptist Church of Avon. In 1911 he was 
united in m:irri:tgc to Knthryn Hebner. They 
h:id four children. H e held numerous church of
fices. He served the State Hou'c of Representa
t ives for one term in 1934. Surviving him :ire 
his widow. one son. Joseph : 1wo d:iuchtcrs: Mrs. 
Marcella Palmer and Mrs. Elvira McMullen: four 
gr:in-:'childrcn. two si1;;t c rs . three hrothcrs. Pastor 
Walter Sukut was the offici:iting minister at lhc 
funera l ser\l icc. 

WALTER J. MARKLEIN. 46. of New York . 
N. Y.. died on Feb. I fi. 1971. He was born 111 
Brooklvn. N.Y. In 1947 he was married to Mil
dred Ward. He was converted and bapti1cd in 
1943 and became a member of the former Ever· 

green Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N.Y. Since 
1964 he was a member of the Ridgewood Bap
tist Church. He was a member of the choir, 
taught Sunday school and served as treasurer. 
He was also president of the board of trustees 
of the Bradley Beach Baptist Cottage, N.J. Sur
viving him arc his widow; four child ren : Lynn 
Napier, Waller Jr., William, Richa rd; two grand
children, two brothers and one sister. The Rev. 
Alphonz Lamprecht was the officiating minister 
al Ihc funeral service. 

DEANNA K. GRENZ, 27, of Sacramento. Calif., 
d ied on Feb. 3, 1971. She was born o n Feb. 20. 
1943, in Sacramento. She accepted Christ as her 
S a\lior when she was nine years old, was bap
tized in the First Baptist Church, Elk Grove . 
Calif. . and later became a charter member of 
the Willow Rancho Baptist Church. Surviving 
her arc her parents; five brolhers: Aaron. Ray
mond, Lester. Larric and Roger; three sisters: 
Alice Smith. Dalene Irvine. and Arless Scam
mon. T he Rev. Arthur Brust was the officiating 
minister at the funeral service. 

CARL G. GIESE, 64, of Appleton, Wis., died on 
April 3, 1971. He was born on Aug. 30, 1906, in 
Fairfield Township. Minn . In his early youth he 
was converted . baptized and became a member 
of the Holloway Baptist Church and later joined 
the F irst Baptist Church in Appleton, Minn. He 
was married to Stella Mulvihill in 1930. Surviv
ing him arc h is widow; two sons: C harles and 
Gerald: four daughters: Mrs. Eleanor Boettcher. 
Mrs. Alvin Maas. Mrs. Marlow Schwartz. Mrs. 
Jcrrall H untington: two brothers. six sisters. and 
24 grandchildren. T he Rev. Arnold Friez was 
the officiat in g minister at the funeral service. 

GEORGE AHLHARDT SR., 69, of Burton, Tex. 
(Green vine Community). died o n April 4, 1971. 
He was born May 19. 1901 in Hays County, Tex. 
He was saved and baptized at an early age and 
became a member of Immanuel Baptist Church . 
Kyle. Tex. Later he joined the Grcenvinc Bap
tist Church in Burton. H e was married to Olga 
Bcrnshausen Nov. 30. 1923. They had five chil
dren. Surviving him arc his widow: three sons: 
Ellwood, George Jr .. and_ Gilbert: two b roth.ers. 
one sister and five grandchildren. The Rev. Dwight 
M. Fry was the officiat ing minister at the fu neral 
service. 

PHILIPPINE PHOEBE KESZLER nee Bechtold, 
85. of Anamoose , N .D .. died on April 27 , 1971. 
She was born in Russia on April 18. 1886. At 
the :l.gc of t\\'O s he emigrated to America. ln 
1907 she was married to Christ Keszler. They 
had five children. She accepted Christ and was 
bapt ized in 1925 and became a member o f the 
Anamoose Baptist Church. Surviving her arc 
two sons : Paul and Arthur; five grandchildren. 
one great-grandchild. four brothers and two sis
ters. The Rev. Oscar Fritzke was the officiating 
minister nt the funeral service. 

MRS. EM ILIE MEGER. 82, of Vancouver. B.C .. 
d ied on April 25. 1971. She was born in Poland 
on Nov. 13. 1889. She emigrated to Canada in 
1950. In 1906 she confessed Christ as Savior. 
was baptized and joined the local fellowship of 
bclic\lcrs. In Vancouver she wns a member o f 
the Ebenezer Baptist Church. She was married 
to Bruno Meger in 19 12. Sur\living her arc one 
son. Helmut: three dauµhters: Mrs. Hildegard 
Schmalz. Mrs. Gerhard Schutz and Mrs. Lisbet 
B:urmgnnl: two bro the rs, two sisters and four 
grandchildren . The Rev. Paul S icwc::rt was the 
officiating. minister at the funeral service. 

CLARA JESKE nee Scmek. 79. of Milwaukee . 
Wis .. died on Mar. 27. 1971. She was born on 
Arril 12. 189 1. in Poland. In 1913 . after her 
marriage to Otto Jeske. they emigrated to Canada 
ancl 13ter movccl to Milwaukee. She was con
verted and baptized as a young girl. a nd at her 
death she was a member of the Temrle Baptist 
Church. Surviving her arc two d aughters: Gcr
truclc Luedtke and Margaret Jeske. The Rev. 
R. I. Thompson was the officiat ing minister at 
the funcr:il scr\licc. 

REUBEN SAMUEL POPE. 74. of Durham. 
Kan .. died on April 24. 1971. He was born near 
Durham on Feb. 15. 1897. In 1918 he married 
Enid Lillian Powers. They hnd seven children. 
He ncccptcd Christ as his Savior in 194..t. was 
bapt ized and became a member o f t he F irst 
Baptist Church in Durham. He se rved as Sum.by 
school superintendent. c hurch clerk. trustee. 
deacon and president of the men's o rganization. 
Sur\living him arc his widow: three sons: A rthu r. 
\Vnltcr and Randall: two daughters : M rs. Lucille 
Tarver and t\t rs. V i\lirtn Muelle r: three: brothers. 
four sisters and 14 grandchild ren . The Re\' . 
Henry Lanf! was the officiating ministe r at th~ 
fune ral service. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Mr. Herman Bleeker 

Herman L. Bleeker, 66, passed away on March 16, 1971 , of an apparent 
heart ottack at a Mitchell hospital. Fune ral services were held at the First 
Baptist Church on Saturday with the Rev. M. D. Wolff officiating. Eulogies 
were given by Rev. D. J. Draewell, preside nt of the North American Baptist 
Seminary in Sioux Falls and Dr. R. Schilke, ge nera l missionary secretary of the 
North American Baptist General Confere nce. 

Herman L. Bleeker was born at Emery, South Dakota, on January 6, 1905, 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Bleeker. He graduated from Eme ry High 
School in 1922 and rece ived his L.L. B. degree Summa Cum Laude from the 
University of South Dakota in 1930. He practiced low at Alexandria, S.D., 
ever since and for several years wa s a membe r of the law firm of Danforth, 
Bleeker and Carlson. 

Hermon Bleeker was a member of the Emery Baptist Church and a faithfu l 
Sunday school teacher and church clerk. 

In 1933 he married Gladys Thompson a nd they had one son, Douglas, 
of Mitchell. Herman Bleeker is survived by his wife, son, four grandchildren, 
two b rothers, and four sisters. D 

"HE DID IT WITH ALL HIS HEART" 

by David J. Draewell, president, 
N.A .8. Seminary 

quali ti es. abou t Herman Bleeker which 
strongly impressed themselves upon me 
during the ten years of our fri endship 
together. First, he was a man who was 
willing to serve. My primary contact 
with him over the years took place on 
the Board of Trustees of the North 
American Baptist Seminary. H e was a 
board member for 21 years, 15 of 
which he served as chairman. In th is 
context. I very rarely remember him 
turning down an opportunity for ser
vice. ff he did decline a responsibi li ty, 
it was because he honestly fe lt that 
someone e lse was more suited than he 
for the task at hand. 

My memory of Herma n Bleeker paral
lels closely the summary of the life of 
Hezekiah recorded in rI Chronicles 3 1: 
20-21: "And thus did H ezekiah 
th roughout all Judah, and wrought that 
which was good and right and truth 
before the Lord his God. And in every 
work that he began in the service of 
the House of God. and in the law. and 
in the commandments. to seek his God. 
he d id it with all his heart, and pros
pered." 

There are a number of specific 
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H e was also sensitive to people. 
Though he was an exceedingly busy 

man, he did not brush aside individuals 
o r their needs. His understanding of 
the human dimensions within a prob
lem often aided the Trustee Board to 
move rapid ly to a solution. Herman 
was likewise tenacious in spi rit. He 
was not a quitter ! When he had a goal 
to achieve, he stayed wi th the situation 
long enough to see it through to an 
accomplished fact. 

I further remember Herman as a 
man who was gracious in spirit. 
Though he often felt deeply about cer
tain issues and could express his views 
persuasively, he remained cordial to
ward those who held differing perspec
tives. He was generous in stewardship. 
Not only did he give of his time freely 
to God's work, but also his substance. 
In addition to making regular contri
butions to the seminary's Libra ry De
velopment Fund, he established the 
"Herman L. Bleeker Scholarship En
dowment Fund" which wi ll continue to 
benefit needy students in the years to 
come. 

I am pleased that at the 1970 com
mencement service, the seminary was 
able to present a citation of honor and 
recognition to Mr. Bleeker for his "out
standi ng and valuable contributions." 
. As a f~rther evidence of apprecia

tIOn for his life and work, the Board of 
Trustees recently voted to name a new 
student apartment bui lding soon to be 
c.onstructed: " Bleeker Hall." Truly the 
ltves of a ll who knew him were en
riched by his fr iendship and devotion 
to Jesus Christ. D 

SERVICE WITH HEART AND MIND 

by Richard Schilke, general 
missionary secretary, N.A .B. 
Conference, Forest Park Illinois 

' 
T he loss of Mr. H erman Bleeker is 
great to Mrs. Bleeker and the family, 
but it is also a great loss to the entire 
N.A.B. denominational family. 

K ing D avid said to his son Solomon : 
"Know thou the God of thy father, and 
se_rve hi m with a perfect heart and 
with a will ing mind" (I Chron. 27:9). 
I trul y believe that these words are 
very applicable to the li fe of our 
brother H erman Bleeker whom the 
Lord has so sudden ly called to be with 
him. 

I have known Brother Bleeker for 
almost th irty years, not intimately in 
the earlier years but more so in the 
last twenty years. In fact, my wife's 
first husband was h is cousin a nd so by 
that marriage there was a distant re
l~tionship with my wife. My more in
timate acquaintance wi th him was when 
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I met brother Bleeker at conferences 
and associations and particularly when 
he came to the General Council ses
sion~ at Forest Park, representing the 
seminary. 

I always found Brother Bleeker serv
ing God with a perfect heart. There 
was no guile in him whatsoever. H e 
served and gave of his time unstinting
ly, always placing the work of the Lord 
on a high priority and representing the 
cause of. the L?rd with as perfect a 
hea rt as 1s possible. His motives were 
never questioned and his sincerity was 
always readily recognized. 

I also always found brother Bleeker 
serving God with a willing mind. God 
gave him a keen intellect which as an 
attorney he used for the glory of God. 
Most wills a nd testaments coming par
ticularly from the South Dakota area 
and remembering the Lord's work 
through our denomination were either 
written by Herman Bleeker or had 
some connection with him. It was quite 
evident that when giving advice along 
this line, he suggested that the Lord's 
work be remembered. As an attorney, 
brother Bleeker also served us most 
ably on our Constitutional Change 
Committee of our General Confer
ence. We give tribute to him for such 
willing and able service. In these areas 
particularly we shall greatly miss him. 

What brother Bleeker has done with 
a perfect heart and a willing mind will 
stand as a monument in the memory of 
all of us. To him we say before God, 
well done! D 

NEWS ·VIEWS 
Court Upholds Conviction of 
Non-Coope rating "Objector" 
WASHINGTON (BP) - Refusal to 
cooperate with the Selective Service 
system to determine his draft status cost 
a conscientious objector his 1-0 classi
fication and resulted in a two-year 
prison sentence, according to an 8-1 
decision by the United States Supreme 
Cour t here. 

T he Supreme Court upheld the con
viction of Vincent F. McG ree, execu
tive director of the Business Executives 
Move for Vietnam Peace, who refused 
to pursue and exhaust administrative 
remedies to cla rify his draft st~tu_s. . 

The impact of McGee's conviction is 
that a person who claims to be . a ~on
scientious objector may forfeit his n ght 
to be classified as such if he refuses. to 
cooperate wi th the Select~ve ~erv ice 
system to determine his c lassification. D 
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Forme r BWA Youth Leade r, 
Joel Sorenson, Dies 
STOCKHOLM, Sweden (BP) - Joel 
Sorenson , first youth secretary for the 
Baptist World Alliance, died here April 
21 at the age of 55. 

Sorenson, pastor of Norrmalms Bap
tist Church here, was youth secretary 
for the worldwide organization of Bap
tists from 1950-55. H is successor as 
youth secretary, Robert S. Denny of 
Washington, is now the general secre
tary of the BWA. 

Sorenson had been pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Stockholm, and was a 
youth leader in the European Baptist 
Federation. He also served in the 
Swedish parliament for six years, and 
for eight years in the Stockholm City 
Counci l. D 
Irish Baptis t Gain Again 
It was more of the same in the annual 
statistical data from the Baptist Union of 
Ireland, which has reported an increase 
in membership every year since 1941. 

During 1970 membership in the 
union's 77 churches rose from 7 186 to 
7208. Less than 300 of these belong 
to churches in the Republic of Ireland, 
whi le the rest live in Northern I reland. 

The union 's headquarters and 23 of 
its churches are located in Belfast, in
cluding the largest church, Great Vic
toria Street, with 552 members. 

Number of converts baptized de
clined for the second consecutive year. 
485 were baptized in 1968, while 377 
were baptized in 1969, and only 333 
in I 970. T his was I bapti sm for every 
2 1 members during last year. 

T he Irish union, which is no t in the 
European Baptis t F ederation, is the 
only Baptist union i~ Eu'.ope to report 
unbroken membership gains over a 30-
yea r period. In fact , Baptist member
ship in the rest of the British Isles has 
been decl ining. ( EBPS) D 

Ame rican Baptists End 
64th Annual Session 
M INNEAPOLIS, M INN. - (ABNS) 
- The election of a woman president 
and struggle with the iss.ue of with
drawal of troops from Vietnam wer_e 
the major items dealt with by Ameri
can Baptists in their 64th Annual Meet
ing here, May 12-16, with th~ theme 
"Let Us Break Bread Together. 

Approximately 4000 persons, ~800 
delegates and t 200 visitors. met. 1~ a 
spirit o f celebr~tion an.d thanksgiving. 
with a communion service at the open
ing session using e!ements g_rown and 

rocessed by American Baptists. Rep
p sentat ives of all Twin Cities churches. re , . . d 
Protestant a nd C atholic, were invite 

to participate in the ordinance. 
Mrs. Marcus Rohlfs of Seattle, Wash., 

was elected president, being the fifth 
woman president in the 64 year history 
of the Convention. She is the only 
woman to head a major denomination 
at this time. 

A key resolution adopted by the 
Convention calls for the withdrawal 
from Vietnam of all U.S. military per
sonnel except those in diplomatic ser
vice, " hopefully by Dec. 3 1." The reso
lution, carried by a ma rgin of 1451 to 
199, a lso directs all U.S. forces in 
Southeast Asia "to refrain from taking 
the initiative in the dropping of bombs 
and the firing of weapons." 

Other resolutions deal with criminal 
justice, re-registration in Mississippi. 
fragmented society, family li fe patterns, 
peace. and the M iddle East. The sec
tion on criminal justice calls for reform 
of the penal system and puts Baptists 
on record as "willing to accept our 
sha re of the tax burden to pay for im
plementation of these goals." The Con
vention expressed "grave concern over 
role of the U.S. D epartment of Justice 
in approving new re-registration pro
cedures adopted this year by a number 
of Mississippi counties," contending that 
the procedures will work to the detri
ment of black voters. D 

Modern World Creates 
Re ligious Confusion 
Christians find it difficult to see where 
God is at work in the modern world, 
and young people of today worship an 
unknown God. 

T hese are the opinions of two British 
Baptist leaders who spoke at the an
nual meeting of the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland. The con
ference was held in London. 

Morgan J. Williams of Swansea, gen
eral secretary of the Baptist U nion of 
Wales, told why C hristians find it hard 
to see where God is at work around 
them. It is "because they are living in 
an age of revolution w ithout a theol
ogy of revo lution." 

Williams declared that questions of 
a social ethic and of the structure of 
the church subordinate themselves to a 
greater question - "Where is God act
ing and how is he acting for man in a 
time of rapid social change?" 

H e said '"the answer to the question 
of where God was acting came only as 
they (Christians) participated in God's 
world . Christians must be inside the 
world . 

"They must," he continued, "be 
d rawn purposively into all the process 
of the world. political and tcc hno logi-
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cal." 

David S. Russell of Londo n, general 
secretary of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, spoke of young 
people worshipping an unknown God. 

Although deeply concerned with so
cial, moral and religious issues, youth 
today are less ready to attach them
selves to institutional religion, Russell 
added. 

He gave wha t the Baptist Times, Lon
don-based union weekly newspaper, de
scribed as "disturbing details of decl in
ing membership in the denomination 
and reported heavy losses among chil
dren and young people." 

According to the Times, figures for 
the British Isles showed 1,500 fewer 
baptisms of converts than there were 
the year before. ''It is the refusal of, 
and indifference to, the divine claim. 
The message to Britain today," he 
went on, '' is simple and direct: 

"Seek first his kingdom, and his 
righteousness. and all these things, in
cluding the cure of inflation as well as 
the relief of world poverty, wi ll ac
crue." (EBPS) 0 
Spanish Ch urch Gains Pro perty, 
Ad vertising Rights 
Second Baptist Church, Valencia, 
Spain, has been told it was within its 
rights when it displayed posters in pub
lic places in early J 970 to advertise 
worship services. Police had subse
quently torn away the posters. 

Police acted on a complaint against 
the posters by a group of priests and 
laymen in the predominantly Roman 
Catholic community. The church then 
brought a case to court. alleging its 
rights were violated. 

The church had registered under the 
1967 religious liberty law. 

The trial judge agreed with the 
church's claim. Meantime, the judge 
said, authorities from the nat ional cap
ital, Madrid, had informed Valencia 
police the church had the right to put 
up posters advertising meetings. 

When Second Church, Valencia, put 
up a second se t of posters to advertise 
meetings some months later, a com
plaint against them was again lodged 
with the police. However, police re
fused this time to remove the posters. 

The church, served by pastor Jose 
Ortega. also won another right. It has 
become the firs t church in the Spanish 
Baptist Union to buy property in its 
own name. 

Previous! y property could be bought 
in the name of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Foreign Mission Board, the 
US agency which appoints missionaries 
and provides funds to help Spanish 
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Baptists. Now apparently, registered 
congregations can buy property them
selves. 

Only 10 of the 54 churches in the 
union have registered under the 1967 
law. T here is still strong sentiment in 
many churches against registering. O 

Northe rn Ire land Woes 
Terme d " Spiritual" _ 
A Baptist conference in Belfast, North
ern Ireland, has been advised "the 
basic and complex issues which divide 
our community find the ir true explana
tion in spiri tual terms." 

T he statement was presented to dele
gates attendi ng the annual assembly of 
the Baptist Union of Ireland. T he 
union represents both pol itical sections 
of the island, although less than 300 of 
its 7208 members live in the I rish Re
public. 

Drafted by the union's council, the 
full text of the statement fo llows: 

"Continued civil disturbance and po
litical unrest in Northern Ireland has 
been a burden on the hearts of Irish 
Baptists in both Northern Ireland and 
the Republic. This burden has ex
pressed itself in public and private 
prayers for those who bear responsi
bi lity in government and fo r the forces 
of law and order. 

"Trish Baptists abhor the violence and 
lawbreaking that have occurred, and 
support the principles of justice, liberty 
and peace. We believe intensely, not in 
a facile way, that the basic and com
plex issues which divide our community 
find their true explanation in spiritual 
terms. T hey spring from the sinful na
ture of man fomented by the evil in
fluence of man's spi ritual enemy, the 
Devil. We believe that the heart
changing Gospel of Christ can cure the 
spiritual sickness which pervades our 
society. 

"The council urges the members of 
our Churches to li ve soberly, righteous
ly and godly in the present situation, 
and so to demonstrate the power of 
God through the Gospel in a convinc
ing manner. Let us all continue fa ith
full y in prayer that the Lord will bring 
good out of evil to His glory." 

Although there are more than 70 
Baptist churches in Northern Ireland, 
Baptist membership there is but a tiny 
portion of the overall population. The 
largest Protestant church in Northern 
Ireland. according to local press re
ports. is Presbyterian. It includes close 
to 30 per cent of the I 1/2 million peo
ple livi ng in the six counties of north
eastern Ireland still under rule of the 
British crown. (EBPS) O 

(Co11ti1111ed 011 page 29) 

by Paul Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it. 

The visit of Queen Elizabeth to British 
Columbia, Canada, for the celebration 
of the Centennial Year had consider
able religious overtones. In spite of the 
humble dignity portrayed by the Royal 
F amily, the religious homage displayed 
by some people was almost frightening. 

Concurrent to the visit, a full-page 
ad was placed in Vancouver's leading 
newspaper by the Canadian Bri tish-Is
rael Association. depicting the British 
Throne as a continuation of the Throne 
of David which wi ll become the throne 
from which Jesus Christ will reign over 
Israel and the world. 

What amazes me is not the conclu
sions reached. Error has no inhibitions. 
But the fantastic maneuvering of his
toric data and Scri pture to come up 
with such a neatly packaged false bil l 
of goods is ra ther amazing. 

Obviously the enemy that Jesus faced 
with the words, "My Kingdom is not 
of this world" is not dead by any 
means. The lapse of almost 20 cen
turies has not eliminated the human 
hunger for a political kingdom over 
the spiritual rule of Chris t. 

But are we not rather naive to try 
to save the declining popularity of the 
Monarchy by perverted religion? Is 
th is what the younger generation is 
talk ing about when it says that the 
"system" has become our god? O 

The Rev. Pa11/ Siewert is the pastor 
of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Va 11-
co11ver, B.C. In this co/111n11 Mr. Sie
wert analyzes current religious news of 
his choice. 

CllUCl\L~ 
WITti 1312U~() 

Asked whether he would attend 
church on Sunday the fa rmer replied, 
" I don't know whether to si t in church 
and think about the hay load or to sit 
on the hay and think about church." 

Swallowing your pride is about the 
only thing that's non-fattening. 
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• The Rev. Gideon K. Zimmerman 
received a Doctor of Divinity degree 
from the North American Baptist Sem
inary, Sioux Falls, S.D ., May 23, 1971, 
in recognition of distinguished service 
rendered to the North American Bap
tist General Conference and Baptists of 
the world. Congratulations! 

• T he Rev. Reinhold J. Kerstan re
ceived a Ph. D. degree from North
western U niversity, Evanston, Ill., June 
12, 197 J. Congratulations ! H is doc
tora l dissertation is entitled "Historical 
factors in the formation of the ethni
cally oriented North American Baptist 
General Conference." 

• D r. Herbert H iller has accepted a 
call to become the pastor of the Ridge
mont Baptist Church, East Detroit, 

Mich., effective Sept. I , 1971. He pre
viously served the Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Woodside, N.Y. 

• The Rev. Milton Vietz has resigned 
as pastor of the Faith Baptist Church. 
Selby, S.D., effective May 31, 1971. H is 
future plans are indefinite. 

• The Rev. Robert Radcliff has ac
cepted the call to become the director 
of Christian education of the Sunkist 
Baptist Church, Anaheim, Calif., effec
tive August 1971. He previously served 
the Grosse Pointe Baptist Church, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, Mich. 

• Dr. G. K. Zimmerman was recent
ly elected as the chairman of the 
North American Baptist Fellowship, an 
organization of the Baptist World Alli
ance. 
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lhot·s Hoppening 
• Mr. Frank Berg, a recent gradu
ate of the NAB Seminary, has ac
cepted a call to become the pastor of 
the new South Calgary, A lberta, Church 
Extension Project, effective Sept. 1, 
1971. 

• The Rev. and Mrs. Berndt Lemke, 
Cameroon missionaries home on fur
lough, announce the birth of a daugh
ter, Marie, born May 5, 1971. 

• The Rev. and Mrs. Fred M. Pen
ner of T yndall , S.D., announce the 
birth of a daughter, Joy Nelvyn, born 
May 22, 1971. 

• The Rev. Siegfried Hoppe has ac
cepted the call to become the pastor 
of the Faith Baptist Church, Vernon, 
B.C., effective August 1971. He pre
viously served the Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Edmonton, Alta. 

• The Rev. Bert Milner has accepted 
the call to become the pastor of the 
Meadowlark Baptist Church, Edmonton, 
Alta. He previously served the Car
bon Baptist Church, Carbon, Alta. 

News a nd Views 
(Continued from page 28) 

Preside nt's Panel Asks Fo r 
More A id To Private Schools 
WASHINGTON (BPA) -The Presi
dent's Panel on Nonpublic Education, 
a unit of the Commission on School 
Finance, made its first interim report to 
President Nixon recommending in
creased federal aid to private and 
parochial schools. 

The panel, chaired by Clarence C. 
Walton, president of Catholic University 
here, said "it is convinced that some 
measure of public revenue support for 
nonpublic pupils is urgently needed" to 
supplement private funds for these 
schools. 

The panel made six recommendations 
to President Nixon who had asked the 
group to study the problems fac ing pri
vate and parochial schools. They are 
the kinds of recommendations, the 
panel said, which "will serve to arrest 
the decline of nonpublic schools." All 
the interim recommendations fall with
in existing legislation or program pro
posals presently under review by the 
Administration. 

Among other things, the panel rec
ommended that present laws and regu
lations authorizing federal aid for non
public pupils "be vigorously enforced 
by federal agencies." It asked also that 
nonpublic schools receive a part of the 
proposed $1 .5 billion emergency edu
cation funds planned to stabilize racial 
integration. O 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 

Why is God 
. 
1n 

Pop Music? 

"It's hip to sing about God these days," 
says Larry Lujack, the superjock of 
WLS radio Chicago, in response to 
the question: How come so much God 
in pop music these days? 

"It's commercial," says Lujack. "All 
of a sudden, Jesus Christ and God sell. 
A couple of years ago, they were El 
Stiffo. Next year, it could be some
thing else." 

These a ren't the words of a man 
overwhelmed with the religious sin
cerity of the coming generation, but 
Lujack "would hope it's sincere." He 
himself is "convinced there is a God." 
Besides, "So many kids are so mi xed 
up, I hope we can find a way out of the 
garbage we a re mired in at the mo
ment." 

For a disc jockey that is a pretty 
good analysis of things. Even though 
this pop music leaves a lot to be de
sired in presenting the Gospel, it cer
tainly is encouraging to note that many 
youth have made the discovery them
selves that drugs are not the answer 
and are again open to what God can 
offer them. 

Some theologians have been delving 
into the mysteries of the top ten songs 
as they relate to religion . A doctora l 
student at the Universi ty of Chicago 
Divinit y School made a few stabs to
ward figuring out what's happening 
with rock and religion. 
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Performers' sincerity is beside the 
point, he says. The important thing is 
the kids are buying records like George 
Harrison's "My Sweet Lord," the rock 
opera "Jesus Christ Superstar," Judy 
Coll ins' "Amazing Grace" and the Ed
win Hawkins Singers' "O H appy Day." 

" Everything is up for grabs in so
ciety, and the kids are searching for 
meaning," says this doctoral student. 
"They are trying to pull together the 
up-for-grabness of things." The "mu
sic of the folk culture" is bound to 
express this. 

Youth is reacting against technocra
cy, says another theologian, the Rev. 
Dr. Norman H abel , Old Testament pro
fessor at Concordia Lutheran Seminary, 
St. Louis. Technocracy's motto is "All 
power to the machine." It condemns 
man to a formula existence, same as a 
bottle-fed baby is put on formula milk. 

"Technocracy tries to make a ma
chine out of a person," Dr. Habel said. 
"The spirit tends to break bonds. The 
Christ event frees man. A new cre
ation was begun in Jesus Christ." 

This claim is finding new appeal 
among people anxious to break out of 
molds imposed on them. "This sense 
of being free speaks to people in times 
of oppression." 

"Jesus Lifts Me Higher" is one of the 
new songs. Once it was drugs tha t 
provided the high, the trip. Now it's 
Jesus. 

And why not? Whether it be Mo
ses leading the way to the Promised 
Land or Joseph and his family fleeing 
to Egypt, the trip moti f is common in 
both Old and New Testament. Jesus is 
the Way, and youth are beginning to 
go this way again. The "Jesus Move
ment" is evidence of this. 

It is most interesting to note the role 
that music has had in communicating 
across genera tion gaps. Music has also 
been an important part of evangelistic 
and revival movements in the past and 
again in our day. The folk and rock 
type music that has mis led mult itudes 
of youth is now becoming a channel 
for the message of Jesus Chri st. 
Though some adults may have no ap
preciation for this kind of mLJsic . we 
must recognize that it is communicat
ing to many. - JB 

OIPIEN 
D IlAlOCG UIE 

letters to the editor 

Dear editor: "A note of appreciation 
to each person responsible for a de
lightful publ ication of our denomina
tional interests and concerns, in the 
form of our BAPTIST HERALD. It is 
with anticipation and pleasure that we 
read it each month. In an hour I've 
read it from cover to cover." H arold 
and Gloria Kokot, Edmonton, Alta. 0 

Dear editor: "I was extremely disap
pointed and upset at the feature article 
in the March '71 issue of the BAPTIST 

HERALD, entitled "Extremism." Jn the 
first place, I was disappointed that our 
magazine would carry such an article. 
I do not feel that it contributes to 
spiritual growth and maturity, which I 
feel should be the criteria for the ma
terial published. 

"Secondly, I was very upset with the 
content of the article. I believe that 
the ' ... commun ists are trying to de
stroy the United States by ana rchy; ... ' 
(P. 4, col. 2) , and I do not consider 
myself an extremist. I realize, of 
course, that to determine what is ex
treme depends on where the m iddle of 
any si tuation is determinec;I to be. And 
I am afraid that what many people 
consider to be 'middle' is so far to the 
left that anyone who stands by the 
principles of the right is considered ex
treme. I do not see how anyone who 
is correctly inf or m ed of the things go
ing on in our country today can believe 
anything but that the communists a re 
seeking to destroy our coun try, and that 
they are doing it most effectively from 
within. 

. "The biggest danger, I feel, in print
tng an article as this is simply the fact 
th~ t m~ny people, seeing this article 
printed m a rel igious magazine, will ac
cept it as truth and not question the 
validi ty of the s tatements made and 
position presented . I, for one, cer
tain ly would not like to th ink that this 
is the position held by the staff of our 
magazine ! 

" Incidentally, as you may have 
guessed, I th ink the cover picture of 
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the March 1971 issue of the BAPTIST 
HERALD is 'hideous' and completely out 
of character also! 

"These are my opinions; and, as you 
can tell , I feel pretty strongly about 
them. But I feel that this danger is 
something that cannot be taken lightly, 
for it affects not only my own future, 
but to a greater degree, that of my 
children." Mrs. Chester Strobel, Bothe/, 
W ash. 0 

Dear editor: "I wish to support the 
views of Gerhard Kalmbach and Wal
ter Bernadsky concerning the need for 
a second revision o f the North Ameri
can Hymnal (published 1956; revised 
1960) . In the preface of the hymnal 
is found the following statement: 'Since 
there is an almost unanimous desire to 
make the morning 'Sanctuary Hour' 
sincerely worshipful, the dignified hymns 
and chora les, old and new, contained 
in this book ought to make a signal 
contribution toward that end.' 

"A check of the fi rst fifty songs in 
the present hymnal revealed that the 
average hymn was composed between 
1770 and 1830. Only one of the fifty 
was composed by a twentieth-century 
songwriter, although it should be add
ed that eight songs were twentieth
century translations from the German 
by Paul Wengel. If the term 'dignity' 
connotes orthodoxy and reverence 
(both words and melody) in addi tion 
to slowness, then indeed, we now have 
a dignified hymnbook. Unfortunately, 
there is a virtual lack of hymns relating 
to contemporary problems and propos
ing Biblical solutions (other than very 
generally, i.e., the sin problem). I sub
mit that a revised hymnal needs more 
problem-oriented songs, for example, 
Ralph Carmichael's song, 'There !s 
More to Li fe' ( 1967). Perhaps this 
song is not dignified, but many of to
day's Christians can identify with its 
words and melody. Which is the more 
important consideration, dignity or rele
vance? Dignity and relevance need not 
be mutually exclusive, for example, 'The 
Vision of a Dying World" ( 1966) com
posed to the tune of 'The Son of Man 
Goes Forth to War.' 

"Contrary to wha t I may have im
plied, there is a need for many tradi
tional songs in a revised hymnal be
cause there is a demand for such songs 
mainly, though not completely by the 
older generation. I would suggest that 
the percentage of traditional and con
temporary songs be determined by the 

July 1971 

proportion of North American Bap
tists who are over 30 and under 30 
years old, respectively. F urthermore, 
this principle of representation by age 
should apply to the composition of a 
new hymnal committee. 

"Our denomination should consider 
encouraging or hiring people to com
pose some contemporary songs for a 
new hymnal if suitable hymns are not 
now available in sufficient numbers. 
Perhaps we have some Herman Pal
feniers in our denomination. 

" I too want a ' first-century gospel' 
(Norris Jett, BAPTIST HERALD, January, 
1971 , p. 30) and have no desire to 
dilute or change basic doctrines in the 
Bible, but the means of communicating 
and applying this gospel and these doc
tri nes must be relevant and contem
porary. In this respect, I believe that 
our present hymnal is far infer ior to 
most of the sermons we hear. In the 
interests of complementarity between 
the two in the church service, change 
in the former is needed." David Lake, 
Edmonton , A lta. 0 

Dear editor: "For several months I 
have increasingly been impressed by the 
fine work that you and your staff have 
been doing for the BAPTIST HERALD. 

I think that you are turning out a first
class publication! 

" My favorite sections are Letters to 
the Editor, and Gerald Borchert's 
F orum. Dr. Borchert writes with a fine 
attitude, and fields questions with ex
ceptional patience and professional ex
pertise. 

"Continue the good work!" Murray 
M cCulley, A naheim, Calif. O 

D ear editor: "In my judgment the 
cover picture of your March issue was 
in very poor taste for a Christian mag
azine. 

"Unquestionably some discussion on 
the subject of 'Extremism' should be 
made. However, need we emphasize 
the negative when our basic message 
is posi tive, the 'Good News' of redemp
tion through Jesus Christ our Lord? 

"Many of us send subscriptions of 
the BAPTIST HERALD to friends and 
loved-ones who are outside of our 
church fellowsh ip. T he obviously posed 
monstrosity on the cover of the March 
issue is certainly not the message that 
I for one wish to convey to them." 
Martin C. Franke, Hillsboro, Or. 0 

RATES ARE INCREASED 

for 

NAB GIFT ANNUITIES 

(Effective June 1, 1971 ) 

EXAMPLES 

Single Life (Male or Fema le) 

Age 60 - 5.2% 

Age 70- 6.2% 

Age 80- 8.2% 

Age 90 - 10.0% 

(Two life rates available on request) 

A GIFT ANNUITY CAN GIVE YOU 

A Secure Income -

Tax Savings -

A Gift for God's Work -

NAB Gift Annuity rates are the 
same as those adopted recently by 
the Conference on Gift Annuities. 

Write today for further information 
on 

NAB GIFT ANNU ITIES 

Name _ -------------------·--- .. ·---------------

Address -·---·--------------------------------------

Age (Nearest Birthday) 

Send to: Everett A. Barke r, North 
American Baptist Genera l Confer
ence, 7308 Madison Street, Forest 
Park, Ill inois 60130. Phone: (312) 
771-8700. 
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