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how To Kill R_ 
~hurch In Ten 
e}asy Lessons 

Is your community overchurched? Are there too many 
churches for the number of people? Would you like to 
see some of them close? Are you afraid your church 
may be one of those that will close? 

If you answer any of these four questions affi rma-

Dr. Lyle E . Schaller is with the Center for Parish De
vr~lopment at Evangelical Theological Seminary Naper-
ville, Ill . ' 
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tively, read on, for here are ten tested and proved ways 
to close a church. Occasionally it is necessary to use all 
ten, but usually a combination of the first plus three or 
four others will kill off all but the ha rdiest of churches. 

These lessons have been derived from the experiences 
of dozens of congregations that have committed suicide, 
b_een killed off by benevolent or paternalistic friends or 
simply have died from hardening of the religious arteries. 

1. Change from a pattern of corporate worship every 
Sunday to every second or third or fourth Sunday. 

Or even better, instead of scheduling worship for the 
second and fourth Sundays, make it every other Sunday. 
There are enough months with five Sundays that this will 
keep all but the most faithful attenders confused. 
An~ther approach is to cancel all Sunday morning 

worship services for July and August. In a few years, 
September will come and find only the pastor and one or 
two ot~ers present for that first Sunday in September. 

Justify _this shift away from corporate worship every 
Sunday with the reassurance that "no matter what hap
pe;s we'll always have our Sunday School! " 

· Sell your program and forget about people's needs. 
Chl~ you have concentrated your entire program of 
f nstian education in the Sunday School for the past 
dorty _years, keep it up! Just because a ttendance is 

roppmg off every year, don't let this become a reason 
~~~~~Inge i_t. P?sh harder to get people to attend Sunday 
fift · Likewise, you people who are now forty or 

Y years of age, and who were active in the youth pro
gra~ b~f the church back in the pre-World War II era, 
pro ~ Y know better than anyone else what kind of 
yodut program will be most meaningful to young people 
to ay. Plan it d. . . 
t d I 

accor mgly and mv1te the youth to at-
en . f they do ' t f · h attend! n • get a ter their parents to make t em 

th Foll~wh the same pattern in all other areas of the life of 
e pans . program. If it worked for the fi rst half of this 

ce~turb, i_t should be good enough for the second half! 
n husmess marketing experts have found the com

f: ny t at co~centrates on selling its own product rather 

b 
a~ on meetmg the customers' needs usually goes out of 

usmess. The s l . · · ff ame esson can be applied to k1lhng o 
unnecessary churches. 

Another way to . . 
d 

approach this is to forget about pur-
pose an conce t · tb t n rate on the m eans of fulfilhng a 
purpose If you b -1 · ·1d· 

k 
· are u1 dmg a new church bu1 mg, 

ma e sure that th" b . . t IS ecomes an end m itself not a means 
~ward an end. Concentrate on getting the building com

p eted and paid for, forget about the program that 
created the ne d h . If . e or t e desire for a new structure. you 
are talking me · · k rger with a nearby congregation, ma e 
merger an e d · · d F n m itself rather than a means to an en · 

ollow the same pattern when d iscussing a new minis
te~ ? r any other paid staff when planning a cooperative 
mm1st · h ' · h ry wit other congregations, when settmg up t e 
budg~t for next year, or when embarking on a new ef
fort m evangelism. 

~ - En~ourage a low level of expectations. 
It cant _be done" or "It won't work" or "We've never 

done anything like that before" are very helpful slogans. 
When you ask a person to accept responsibility for some 
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task in the parish or to hold office. soft pedal the size of 
the job. Do not present it as a challenge requiring dedi
cation, time and talent! If you encourage a low level of 
expectations you still will be disappointed as the proph
ecy is fu lfilled, but very little will be undertaken that 
might encourage newcomers or outsiders to think of this 
as a lively congregation. A high level of expecta tions 
tends to produce change, growth and vigor and you 
don' t want those signs to show if you're trying to kill off 
the church. 

4 . Minimize participation. 
The loyal core has been carrying the load for years 

and, while they are getting older and their numbers are 
shrinking, if each one of them will work a little harder 
they can carry the load for a few more years. 

A good rule of thumb is to require a person to be a 
member ten years before he can hold a minor office in 
the parish and he must have served two ten-year terms 
on two different minor offices before he is eligible for a 
position of major responsibil ity. 

A second useful rule is if a specific task or program 
responsibility can be handled best by ten people, but 
four might be able to do the job, permit no more than 
two or three to be involved. 

T hese two rules also are remarkably effective in keep
ing young people from believing there is a place in the 
church for them. 

5. Ignore the pastor for pastoral acts. 
Have at least one clergyman available in the com

munity, or one who will return from where he now re
sides, who will perform the priestly functions of the min
istry such as baptisms, weddings, and fu nerals outside 
the context of the ongoing life of the par ish. 

T here is no point in burdening the pastor, especially 
if he just came within the past two or three years, wi th 
these pastoral obligations. 

This may not have an immediately highly visible 
adverse impact on the life of the congregation, but it can 
ruin the ministry of the pastor. Usually after you under
cut the ministry of two or three successive pastors in this 
manner you will have that parish on the ropes and it's 
easy to deliver the knockout punch! 

6. Discourage diversity. 
Define the purpose of the church in narrow terms a nd 

discourage new ideas, innovations, proposals for broad
ening the program or alternative approaches to worship 
and ministry. There is only one way to do things ac
ceptably in the eyes of the Lord . Anyone who doesn' t 
want to do things our way is obviously rebelling against 
the Lord and had best get out. E ventually enough peo
ple will be discouraged and leave - or never come in -
that the church will die. 

7. Keep secrets! 
Do not let people know what is happening or why. 

Don't trust others with information or responsibil it ies that 
you know cannot be shared. When there is a change in 
pastors, don't announce it in advance. W hen you pre
pare the budget for the coming year, make up only one 
copy. It is none of the members' business how the 
money is used . T heir obligation is to give generously 
and they can do this without having to know where the 
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money goes. 
When a program is planned or when a special event is 

scheduled don't broadcast it all over the neighborhood . 
The interested people will find out and if they are loyal 
they will participate. 

A useful variation of this is to m ake a great and 
highly visible effor t to schedule a special program - and 
then cancel it or postpone it, but do not warn anyone in 
advance that it has been canceled or the date changed. 

When you or some other members of the parish are 
ill, in the hospital, or in distress and need the supportive 
fellowship of the congregation, don't let it be known. If 
the people really care they'll find out and rally around. 

If the church building needs repairs or renovation, let 
the trustees worry about it. In the fullness of time they'll 
take care of it and what a pleasant surprise it will be for 
everyone when they see what has been done! 

In many parishes a high level of mutual trust among 
the members and the pastor is a crucial factor in the ef
fectiveness of that congregation. Keeping secrets is one 
way to prevent the development of this sense of mutual 
trust. 

8. Keep the focus on yesterday. 
Instead of looking at the demands for ministry today 

and the opportunities for tomorrow, emphasize the good 
old days and how things used to be. 

It is relatively easy to make each Sunday morning a 
kind of a fam ily reunion or homecoming and this helps 
young people, visitors and newcomers feel like strangers . 
If you persist in this approach, eventually they will stop 
coming and you will be left alone to celebrate yesterday 
and ignore today. 

This is not only a pa inless way for the members to 
kill their church, it also is one that leaves few scars on 
the community since most people outside the congrega
tion wiJJ never notice when the par ish finally does dis
solve. 

9. Polarize the membership. 
Write off this talk about the par ish as a reconciling 

force in a fragmented society as a bunch of soft-headed 
nonsense. D raw the line clearly! Make people stand u p 
and be counted on every possible issue and question. 
Don' t waste a lot of time on talk and the search for a 
consensus. 

During the 1970's this promises to be an even more 
effective device for killing churches than it was in the 
l 960's since more congregations will be faced with m ore 
divisive questions. 

An excellent technique is to combine this with lesson 
seven (keep secrets ). If you can force people to choose 
sides while they are still un informed on the issue, polari
zation often can be achieved very quickly. 

10. Encourage sloppy church administration. 
Allow problems to grow una ttended until the symp

toms of the problem are sufficiently severe to be classi
fied as problems in their own r ight. 

~rocrastinate. Don't do today wha t can be postponed 
until tomorrow. 

Don't bother to draw up a budget for the comino yea 
Pay the bills as they come in or when the mo ney i; av~i~~ 

(Co11 t i1111ed 011 page 26 ) 
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"Wow! You really ore stirring things up at the Bible So
ciety." 

So wrote a lady commenting on the current " Love cam
paign" of the American Bible Society in which millions of 
colorful seals the size of commemorative postage stomps in
scribed with Bible verses about love ore being circulated 
across the country. 

UPI Religion Writer Louis Cassels, in his syndicate col
umn, said: "The staid old American Bible Society hos 
shocked a few people and delighted many more by busting 
out in a mod, mod mode." 

Another columnist, David Poling, said the love seals hove 
on "obvious appeal . .. for people of all ages." 

" It is a dramatic, almost historic event when a religious 
organization develops a new technique and strategy for 
communicating the essence of ancient truths." 

A man from Virginia sent this message on a picture post
card : "Soy, man y'all got any more of them cool ABS 
stomps about love? I would love to hove about five 
botches of them. Whoever did this one is really with it." 

Accompanying the seals is a Scripture selection, a pocket
size folder containing the 13th chapter of First Corinthians, 
the source of a ll but one of the five verses on the seals. 

The text of the Apostle Poul's famous "Love Chapter" is 
that of Today's Engl ish Version of the New Testament, the 
Bible Society's own translation in clear, readable modern 
English. 

Each sea l features a brief motto from Scripture proclaim
ing that " Love is kind," " Love is patient," " Love is eternal," 
" Love never give s up," and "God is love." 

Doy-g low posters, each a blow-up of a sea l, also hove been 
printed. 

Reaction to the love seals, Scriptures and posters hos 
been "overwhelming ly positive," occordi'ng to the Rev. John 

D. Erickson, ABS executive secretory for ways and means. 
"The love seals ore probably the most colorful little stamps of 
their kind in existence. 

"They're decorated with designs that sug~est stained-glass 
_ not the kind you see in church, but the kind o nce used on 
lampshades in the early part of this century. The style is 

Tiffany gloss." 
"Small powerful messages," wrote on Arkansas man. " A 

brilliant tnspirotion on your port." 
One Jetter expressing d isapproval of what some regard as 

psychedelic art, took the Society to task for th is bold step. 
Said the writer: " I do not find this kind of d esign or colors 
particularly beautiful. The colors are gaudy and the (ap
plication to Scripture) horrible." Such letters, however, 
have been in "a ti ny minority," odds Mr. Erickson. 

A 60-second color television spot has been prepared for 
public service broadcasting. It. used the l.ove se~I ~rtwork 
in 0 variety of animation technique s, combined wi th live ac
tion photography to drive home the message tha t love is the 
purpose and meaning of life. 

The seals come in sheets of 45 each. Nearly two million 
sheets hove already been printed. 

"Each verse hos a different color scheme and artwork, 
and the different patterns both contrast and harmonize," Mr. 
Erickson said. "An almost infi nite variety of combinations 
and arrangements can be mode by simply tearing, licking 
and sticking. Children love them. So do parents. Many 
people like to use them on letters and postcards. 

"But probably the most creative - and most appre ciative 
users - ore the young of all types, includ ing those with long 
hair. All sorts come into Bible Society he adqua rters here in 
New York eve ry day by the doze ns, asking for love seals. 
They stick them on their clothes, on the mselves, on books 
and other objects, on ju st anything that come s to hand ." 0 

LOVE is the message. Youth respond, a s evidenced b y this group before display at American Bible Society headquarte rs. (Photo courtesy ABS.) 

T wo of the campers witnessing in the town. 

A 
CAMEROON 

CAMPING 
EXPERIENCE 

by Daphne Dunger 

The campers, leaders and cooks. 

I feel very much like the song, "June is Bustin' Out all 
Over," except that it's not J une that's "bustin' ". but the joy 
and thanks and praise in my heart because of what God 
did in our Banso-Mbingo BYF Camp. Oh praise H im and 
praise Him and praise H im! What a blessing to wi tness 
spiritual growth! 

Well, where do I start? Somehow, with God's working 
and timing, our "casual" desire to have a joint camp be
tween Mbingo and Banso became a reality. And, I've got to 
emphasize God's working and timing because if it would 
have been only Myrna Goodman's and my working and 
timing, I'm almost certain the camp would never have been! 
Thanks to Pat and Oryn Meinerts, the idea of hold ing a camp 
at Ndop using "New Life fo r All" as the theme seemed to 
be the answer to our "pipe dream." 

Our basic plan was to use the N LF A Handbook, studying 
four chapters of it in our respective groups in preparation 
before the camp, and then concentrating on the "personal 
preparation" and "methods" during the camp, including the 
actual putting into practice of personal witnessing with our 
feet. 

Trying to pick out the highlights of the camp is difficult, 
because throughout the whole program there was an en
thusiastic spi rit and good fellowship. The times of study 
and introspection along with the morning and evening devo
tions were very meaningful. Garry Breitkreuz and H ans 
Specht did a terrific job with the classes on personal prepa
ration and methods, and as the four of us led in the devo
tional times we sensed His Spirit working in the hearts and 
lives of several campers. 

One of the "highlights" was the climbing of the h ill 

Miss Daphne Dunger is a North American Baptist General 
Conference missionary in Cameroon, A f rica . 
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(which is really more of a mountain) and our study session 
there on the "mountaintop." As we sat viewing the town 
and area below us, the campers were asked to carefully 
examine their own hearts and lives in preparation for going 
back down to witness and share "New Life" with the people 
in the town. 

T hen, too, the film "Angel in Ebony" was an important 
part of the camp, as it challenged the campers to a per
sonal commitment and desire to be taught of the H oly Spirit. 
Several campers shared that the film had meant much to 
them, and this was a joy. 

But, I think, for most of us (campers and leaders alike) 
the most wonderful and meaningful experience was the time 
we spent in witnessing in the town on Saturday afternoon. 
H ans and G arry had been stressing in the study times that 
the witnessing we were going to do was not to be "preach
ing," as is so common here, but rather on a "one to one" 
basis . . . a sharing . . . a dialogue . . . , and that 
each person would need to seek the Spirit's leading as to 
with whom and how they would share Christ. Pastor Vinyoh 
of the Ndop Baptist Church, Chaplain Budzi of Banso Baptist 
Hospital and the four of us were to be available for help if 
needed. After choosing partners we piled into the two 
Landrovers armed with Bibles, tracts, and prayer, and drove 
into town . One group was to concentrate on fo llowing the 
main road through town while the other group was to go into 
the side streets. It was terrific to see the campers as they 
went two by two, and to hear them! As we followed and 
helped we, too, were able to do some witnessing and this 
was wonderful. And the response? Really, it was fantastic! 
Hausa men, women, town men, traders, and children were 
hungry and thankful for the "G od Palava" which we had 
come to share. Of course there were negative responses, 
too, particularly from the Moslems and from one man who 
said he believed in the "spirit" of Oku Lake. But this only 
further reinforced in us the awareness of the need to be 
faithful witnesses of our Lord. And for us as leaders. it 
was a deep joy to see the rea lization "come al ive" in many 
of the campers that they personally and naturally could, 
anytime and anywhere, witness for Christ and that witness
ing was not just "preaching in the market." I think we each 
fel t, as H ans said, "very happy to have had the chance to be 
at the camp and in some small part serve the Lord." D 

The "hill" behind Ndop town. The campers climbed up "in
to" the rocks. 

7 



8 

Luther Rice's spiritual pi lgrimage was o painful experi
ence. He began to seek so lvotion in his later teens and early 
twenties. There raged a perpetual bottle between the spirit 
and the flesh. Sometimes the fee ling of guilt was so great 
that he felt unredeemable. The rig id Puritan environment 
and his father's d rinking disturbed him continua lly. In his 
search for salvation his read ing seemed to help him more 
than the long, dry sermons. He was especially in fluenced by 
the Life and Letters of John Newton who led o profl icote 
sailor's life before his conversion at 23. Wesley, Whitefield, 
Boxier, Edwards and of course the Bible were read with an 
insatiable hunger. Sometimes he would rise during a bitter 
cold night, kneel on the fr igid floor and pray unti l daybreak. 
But his father's open scorn and ridicu le made it difficu lt for 
Luther to bel ieve God had forgiven him. Even the minister 
thought he was over-dramatizing his plight and advised him 
to present himself far membership in the church in the ac
customed manner. But his search continued. 

Finally on September 14, 1805, at the age of 22, Luther 
Rice ret ired to his room and on bended knee gave himself 
soul and body, for time and eternity to God. The surrender 
was complete and the angu ish of the past years burst forth 
into release. 

Rice lost little time in seeking on education. The following 
month he packed his saddle bags, school books, hymnbooks, 
flute and pitch pipe and sought a position as schoolmaster 
and village choir director to earn money for his education. 
After a year he studied at Leicester Academy and then en
tered W illiams College, set in the beautiful Berkshire Hills of 
Massachusetts. French scepticism and atheism were ram
pant and religious li fe was at a law ebb, but by the time 
Luther arr ived, the school had experienced a revival. Prayer 
meetings were held and a strong missionary spirit prevailed. 
Sometimes students met for prayer in a thick grove of w illow 
trees. During o storm, accompanied by thunder and light
ning, five students sought shelter under a haystack. This was 
the beginning of the fomous "Haystack Prayer Meetings." 
Rice joined the group when he arrived and together they 
formed the society for the promotion of missions. Later at 
Andover, Adonirom Judson joined them and become one of 
its strongest supporters. He is also credited with choosing 
Burma as the first foreign mission field. 

Rice and Judson were ordained at the same church on 
the same day, February 6, 1812. Thirteen days later Judson 
and his young wife, Ann Hesseltine, embarked for the Orient. 
Luther Rice, because of a passenger problem, sailed from 
Philadelphia with Samuel Nott and Gordon Hall. 

It seems tha t through some strange but provident ia l cir
cumstances the missionaries on both ships began to d iscuss 
their doctrine during their Bible studies, especia lly believer's 
baptism. By the time they arr ived in India they rea lized a 
decision had to be mode. Judson, more impetuous than the 
others, asked to be immersed almost immediately. His wife 
followed soon after, and a month later Lu ther Rice requested 
baptism. All three mode a personal decision without any 
influence by Cory, Marshman and Ward who were the 
leaders in the Baptist mission compound in Serempore, Indio. 

The decision was especia lly d ifficu lt because Congrega
t ionalism was the state church in Massachusetts and Baptists 
were looked upon as o heresy sect. Another difficulty 
plagued them. Because as Americans they hod no permis
sion from the East Indio Company to remain in that country 
they hod to flee. On the way to Burma it was decided that 
Rice return to America to organize and arouse the Baptists 
to on interest in missions. This was o g igantic task. 

Upon his arr ival in New York he felt his first obl igation 
was to give a personal explanat ion to the Congregational 
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Board: It was a frigid meeting and Rice was glad when it 
was over. His appearance before the Boston Baptist Mis
sionary Society was warm and friendly. They readily agreed 
to assume the ful l support of the Judsons and adopted Luther 
Rice as their agent, authorizing him to toke offerings and 
asking his help in laying plans for unifying a ll the Baptist 
g roups in one centra l organization for mi~s ionary purposes. 

This was no easy undertaking. A few scattered churches 
knew something of William Cory's work in Indio. The rest 
cored less and knew little about foreign missions. In many 
cases they were opposed to education and especially to min
ister ia l education. Even Sunday school was as yet unknown. 

Rice knew litt le about Baptists and their ways, but this 
d id not trouble him. Like on inspired evangelist he began 
his notable ca mpaign. With the Holy Spirit as his guide he 
awakened men ond women in all parts of the land. Through 
rain and snow, in summer's heat and winter's cold, he jour
neyed along roods that were often like forest tra ils and al 
most impassable. He carried his compell ing message every
where he went. Like no other he saw the intimate re lationship 
between missions and education. There must be schools for 
the trai ning of ministers and missionaries in order that they 
might build strong churches and missions. He organized edu
cation societies in loca l churches to meet and pray and sup
port young ministers. 

Of course he found strong opposition and prejudice. Many 
were against this " fanatic enterprise." The uneducated min
isters who were already well settled in their churches were 
among the most hostile. But his personal zeal and power 
seemed to be limitless. Under his leadersh ip at least nine 
educational institutions were organized. Some ore out of the 
Baptist fold but ore thriving educationa l centers: Colgate 
University, -Colby College, Georgetown University, W oke For· 
est, Dennison and others. He was offered the presidency of 
two colleges but decl ined. He kept at his task of molding 
and making men in his own way. 

After years of productive act ivity in which he laid brood 
and deep foundations for future Baptist progress, he founded 
Columbian College, now Georgetown University, W ashing 
ton, D.C., and acted as general agent and treasurer . In spite 
of his noble and sacrificia l spirit he real ized too late that he 
was o fa ilure as a careful and meticulous accountant. This 
was not his specia lty. A lthough charges of maladministra
tion of funds were brought against him he was found blame
less ofter the books were audited. The damage, however, was 
done and many of liis enemies were willing to believe the 
worst. It was o humiliating experience, but Rice's great soul 
triumphed over his sensitiveness and he never uttered a word 
of bitterness against his accusers. He was no businessman 
according to ordinary rules of judgment, but he d id great 
business for God. 

The last years of his li fe were spent in evangel istic work 
which he loved dearly. But his strenuous labors led to fre
quent illnesses. Often he rose from his bed when he was in 
no fit condition to continue his intensive traveling and preach
ing. He was finally stricken whi le in South Ca rol ina. He had 
no home. There was no wife to be summoned and no chil
dren to gather a t his bedside. He lay suffer ing for t hree 
weeks at the house of a friend before he d ied at the age of 
53. 

Evelyn Thompson in her biography reports: " For a cen
tury thereafter Luther Rice was almost o forgotten man ex
cept for o few memorials - a dormitory at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, o plaque in a church in Calcutta, 0 
slob of marble over his grove in Pine Pleasant, S.C., o church 
in Wash ington, and that intangible and most last ing of me
moria ls, the desire of some to redeem his life by living out 
the idea ls and dreams he cherished." O 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Dr. Borchert : ... Will you please 
add some light to this debate about 
war and the Christian's role. I am 
very disturbed because that article in 
in BAPTIST HERALD has caused an ar
gument between our son ... and his 
father . . . Mrs. C. 

Dear Mrs. C.: Thank you for your 
letter. Let me begin by saying that you 
are not the first who has written con
cerning this issue. See the section of 
Open Dialogue in other issues for some 
reaction. Be careful, however, not to 
blame an article for a debate, because 
the debate has grown in intensity 
through? ut the world and especially in 
the United States with the Vietnam 
War. 

To answer this problem is not sim
p~e, because we are dea ling with the 
d1flicult area of Christian ethics where 
tr_y as men might they will not find a 
direct comma nd of God on the issue 
They will find accompanying biblicai 
prescriptions like "Do not ki ll" on the 
one. h~nd, and "Let every soul be 
subject on the o ther hand. But be
twce~ the two sta nds the uneasy per
spective of Jesus: "Rende r unto Cae
sar the things that are Caesar's and 
unto God the things that are God's" 

I have. been asked to do a numb~r 
of extensive papers on this issue, and 
what seems. clear is that clarity will 
not be achieved. T here is no doubt 
that "blessed are the peacemakers" 
was one of the great affirmations of 
Jesus and he added to this beatitude 
that such shall be called "th h ·1d 
of G d ., B e c 1 rcn 
h o . ut many may ask: what is 

t e way of peace in a disoric~ted 

B A dldr<'SJ lr1trrs to: Dean Gerald L 
ore lert. North A , .. . 

) . mu1cw1 Baptist 
. <'mcnary, 1605 S. Euclid A ' . 
Fa/1.1', S.D. 5? 105. Vt .. Sioux 
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world? Is it non-violence? Is it non
resistance? Is it the destruction of the 
capacity to make war? Or, is it the 
elimination of warmakers? 
W~at does it mean to love your 

enemies on an international scale? We 
seem to be much clearer on the per
s?nal basis, but what about the situa
t~on? of individuals within a giant na
tion · Do the perspectives of the Old 
Testament warfare pattern of Israel 
apply to the New Testament era? If 
they do · · · what nation would dare 
asse rt that it and it alone was the 
chosen people of God? 
. If these problems were not enough, a 
judge from the United States s itting at 
the N~remburg trials made the issue 
exceedingly complex when he said that 
no m~n c?uld h ide behind superior or
ders if his actions violated what was 
understood to be morally ri oht B 
when th t o · ut . a same type of logic is -
plied to the activities of a u s ld~p r .. so 1er 
ieutenant or captain, the storms of 

protest even from church peo I 
veal th t · · P e re-a n.alionalrsm seems to have a 
deeper foothold than morality A . 
moral · n 1m-

' man may easi ly become a hero 
becaL~se most people seem to think tha ' 
war ~s unnatural, that we must fi h~ 
to ""'.m and that the type of war ~e 
termmes the means used. -

Is there such a thing as a just war? 
Luther. thought there was, but I frank
ly admit that his arguments we 

t. 1· · re more 
na 1ona 1st1cally oriented th 
Ch . t. a n truly 

ns ian. Yet on the other hand . 
was the power of the German stat'~ 
th~t made Protestant ism possible 
~1thout that power, reformers such a~ 
u~ a~d Wyclif were s im ply voices 

crying m the wi lderness. 

The answer to your questio . 
easy - I suspect I h n~ is not 
d

. ave made it m 
iflicul t. But what I h . ore . ave tried to do 

is to remind us that wh t 
Sta . ' a ever our 

' nee is, we must be f 
think we have God's I ctare ul lest we 

as word I 
n~t at all convinced that sinf~I am 
will ever experience parad' men 
o~ that the perspecti~cs ise on ea~th 
will ever be full y a ?f parad ise 
world. But thank G:d~~pnate to this 
few in this world wh lal t there are a 

· · 0 ca us to sea h 
more d1hgently for the re 
Christ Jesus. Probabl w~hy of God in 
swer that I can g· y e only an-

1ve you is to k 
your personal decision before Al ma ·e 
~~d a_nd honestly admit that mighty 
c1s1on 1s a human one B . your de-
. f . ut m the mak 
mg o your decision by G d' -
may you wholeheartedly o s grace 
way of pursue the 

. . peace. May you be the 
Christi an citizen possible d best 
lo . , an may you 

ve your enemies as yourself. 0 

OUR 

Mll\1STRY 

WITII I 
OLDER 

PERSONS 

by Oliver Str ong 

Our Ministry With Older Persons 
presents a program which will help 
church le a ders meet the needs of 
older persons in the church and 

community. 

Th is creative program contains the 

e leme nts of: 

• fe llowship 

• service opportunities 

• eva ngelistic outreach to o lde r 
persons in the community 

Co ntains chapters on: 

• capabilities and need s 

• proble ms and adjustme nts 

• planning for success 

• o rganiz ing fo r efficiency 

• the program 

• projects with a purpose 

• e nriching and e nterta ining fea· 
tu res 

Please send copies, a t $ 1.00 per 

copy, of O ur Ministry With Older Persons 

ta : 

Name 

Address 

Amt. Enclosed $ 

Mail this coupon to: 

Roger Williams Press 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, Il linois 60 130 

BAPTIST JiERALP 

National Prayer Breakfast 
by Paul Kirstein 

The setting was the Washington Hi l
ton. Those in attendance included 
President N ixon; Chief Justice Warren 
Burger, the speaker of the morning; 
the Cabinet; the majo rity of the mem
bers of the Senate and House of Rep
resentatives; government leaders from 
68 nations around the world; heads of 
s tate and city governments; and lead
ers from various other fields. The 
event was the National Prayer Break
fast in Washington, D .C., which was 
being held for the nineteenth time. 

The s tory behind the breakfast is 
rather interesting, as it did start with 
the top leaders of our country. More 
than thirty years ago a small group of 
Sena tors decided to ga ther one morn
ing for breakfast and pray for our na
tion. This was during the time of the 
outbreak of World War II. After the 
firs t breakfast the Senators fe lt they 
should continue the breakfast on a 
weekly basis. The attendance was lim
ited to Senators or former Senators. 
Shortly, several members of the House 
saw what was happening and began 
meeting on a weekly basis like the 
Senators. Bo th of the breakfasts have 
continued and still meet each week. In 
1953, President Eisenhower asked if 
he could attend one of the Senators' 
breakfasts. The House heard abou t this 
and as a result the two groups decided 
to share a breakfast together with the 
President. This has become an annual 
event. 

Paul Kirstein, a Senator in the Stu
dent A ssociation at the University of 
H ouston, Houston, T exas, was one of 
fifty students invited from universities 
and colleges throughout the nation, to 
the annual National Prayer Breakfast 
in Washington , D.C., on February 2, 
1971. 
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The idea of a prayer breakfast has 
multiplied around the world. Men 
from different parts of the world who 
get together usually form a "natural" 
group. By this I mean these men get 
together with men they normally 
~ould associate with in their occupa
tion. Many businessmen in various 
cit ies as well as top state officials meet 
regularly for a time of fellowship. The 
beauty behind these times is the spon
taneity of the group getting together. 
There are no attendance records kept, 
but the response of men to this type of 
fellowship is evidenced by their com
mitment to each o ther and to G od. 

The invitations to the annual break
fast only come from Senators or H ouse 
members. I was invited by Senato r 
Harold Hughes a nd a long with the in
vitation had the opportunity to meet 
with about fifty other s tudents from 
around the country for three days in 
~he National Student Leadership Se m
inar. We had a chance to visit with 
several of the leaders of our nation 
such as H a rva rd Christian psychiatrist, 
Dr. Armand Nicholi , Sena tor Mark 
H atfield, and Senator H arold Hughes. 
Together we attempted to investigate 
the relevance of God to current social 
and national issues. 

Most o f the ideas that came out of 
these discussions were thoughts we 
could use to improve ourselves and in 
turn improve conditions around us. 
Senator Hughes to ld us to work on 
understanding ourselves so that we 
might understand others better. If I 
can understand you better. then we 
can both work together and accom
pl ish more. Senator H atfield challenged 
us to become God-loving men and 
called for ethics in decision-making and 
to make the ethic action-wise. We 
need to build quality relationships be
tween men. 

In our last few hours in Washing
ton, the stude nts met together with 

university faculty members and uni
versity presidents who bad attende d 
the breakfast. Dr. Nicboli was the 
speaker. Our concern was d irected to
ward happenings on the campuses and 
what could be done. Dr. Nicholi 
s tated that the university was not hu
mane in its approach which was pa rtly 
caused by faulty communications and 
misplaced human values. He went on 
to say that the university must under
stand the meaning of love and real ize 
that a soul is a thousand times more 
valuable than books, buildings, and 
other resources. A s for the s tudents, 
ma ny were uncerta in about what they 
will be doing after graduation but 
those with Christ testified that they 
had something to take hold of and 
have no fear of the future. D 

Here's an Idea 
This is a good month for "Kick-a-Poo 
Joy Juice" fellowship. Meet in the 
country, or create a country atmo
sphere for your setting. 

Let everyone help in "creating" the 
refreshments. Ask everyone to bring 
somethi ng for punch. During a chant 
of ''Kic'\-a-Poo Joy J uice," each one 
goes forward and pours in h is con
tribution. When the punch is ready, 
cookies are served to help get the 
liquid down. 

Round out the fellowship with a 
"mcllerdrammer" such as "The 
Feather weight Champ or Tickled to 
Dea th," which can be found in Fun 
Plans for Church R ecreation , Broad
man Press. (Idea is from C hurch 
R ecreation magazine. ) D 

"Go Slf'<1tl\"? rd/,,. ... to! 11" /w i.< r/ . ~·· -- n:-. . 
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by B. C. Schreiber 

The Quiet Revolution. By Gary Hen
ley, Carol Stream. Creation House, 
Inc. $3.95. 

One thing all denominations have 
in common, whether it be Catholic, 
Episcopalian or Baptist, is the need and 
desire for renewal. Most of it is tak
ing place in small groups in the home 
or church. Some do not fit into the in
stitutional church whi le others are try
ing to bring the biblical teachings into 
their congregations. 

The author emphasizes the fact that 
an emotional experience of salvation 
is not enough. The important thing is 
to see the totality of what God has 
for us so that we can be fully equipped . 

Much of what he writes is good and 
necessary. However, in matters of fi
nances (according to the biblical pat
tern) he decla res that Paul never had 
nor sought pledged regular support 
from anyone or any church. Referring 
to Watchman Nee, whom he quotes 
quite frequently, he says that "a man 
who cannot trust God completely in 
the area of finances lacks the first qual
ification for the work." However, if 
we make strong and repeated appeals 
for ministers and missionaries, why 
should it be a lack of faith if we ap
peal for money? Not all of us, I am 
sure, can be a Watchman Nee or a 
George Mueller. D 

Voice of the Turtledove. By Charles 
R. Hem bree, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Baker Book House. $2.95. 

The author did not receive and ex
perience these devotional thoughts for 
C hristian living while meditating be
side still waters, sitting alone on a 
mountainside or communing with na
ture in general. He served as Assis
tant Commissioner of Correction for 
th.e State of Arkansas and as chap
lain for the Arkansas State Peniten
tiary. He saw sin in its lowest and 
most destructive forms and yet was 
able to write meaningfully about faith. 
salvation, family ties, and make it stim
ulating and enjoyable. He provokes 
thoughtful meditation and encourages 
sermon starters. O 
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Bible Puzzle Page 
Bible Puzzl es 

(Puzzle Answer on page 15) 
Box 485 

Albuquerque, N.M. 87lOJ 

ACROSS 
1 In the genea logy of 

Christ (Lu ke 3:23) 
5 "Ye are the ....... . 

of the ea rth " 
9 Li fetime 

12 Greek guddess 
of discord 

13 Biblical name (Ga l. 4:24) 
14 Nurses (abbr.) 
15 "is ........ unto all" 

(Rom. 10:12) 
16 Home of Ananias 
18 Believes 
20 Father of Menahem 

(2 Ki. 15:14) 
21 Impersonate 
23 "Or........ I will come 

un•o thee" 
(Rev. 2:5) 

26 "Who... h imself a 
ransom for a ll" 
(1 Tim. 2) 

29 Fabri c of camel's hair 
32 "I will pay thee my ........ " 

(Ps. 66:13) 
34· Indigo 
35 Religion (abbr.) 
36 Fencing sword 
37 Levite (Neh. 3:17) 
38 Tree 
39 The Lord gave t his 

to Israel (Josh. 23:1) 
40 Wagers 
42 Relative (s lang) 
44 Son of Caleb 

(1 Ch. 4:15) 
n "And her.. rose 

up forever " 
(Rev. 19:3) 

51 "the of the Lord 
sha ll return" 
(Isa . 35:10) 

55 Descendant of Asher 
(1 Ch. 7:35) 

56 Samuel's teacher 

CRYPTOVERSE 
HJ QJ PLJWJZVWJ KJWYOZGS 

K J WY 0 Z GS. ' ZDPL J W DSRV OR 

Today's Cryptoverse clue: J equals E 

57 Trim, as nails 
(Deut. 21:12) 

59 A kind o f line 
59 "Love worketh no ........ " 

(Rom. 13:10) 
60 Medi terranean i s land 
61 False frui ts of a rose 

DOW N 
1 " t he whole ........ of 

swine" (Matt. 8:32) 
2 Famo us cana l 
3 God sent a plague of 

these on Egypt 
4 Descendants of 

Abraham 
5 ''he was ........ al that 

saying" (Mark 10:22) 
6 Amalekite king 

(1 Sam. 15:8) 
7 T ibe ' an ho ly man 
8 " T hy servants'........ hath 

been about" (Gen 46:341 
9 Part of a circle 

10 Afr ican antelope 
11 Letter 
17 Demetr ius' t rade 

(Acts 19) 
19 St ate (abbr.) 
22 Biblical weed 
24 11.li ke f uller's ........ " 

(Mal. 3:2: var.) 
25 Female sheep 
26 Idle talk 
27 Town of Judah 

(Josh. 15:50) 
28 " I am the true ........ " 

(John 15) 
30 Babylonian god 

(Jer. 51:441 
31 "I came to bring .. 

to my nation" 
(Acts 24:17) 

33 Clu'ch of eggs 
41 Incline 
43 Is land (abbr.) 
45 An Asherite (1 Ch. 7:35) 
4'6 Anise or cummin 
~R Kin~ of Israel 
~9 Part of the 

candlestick 
(Ex. 25:31; sing.) 

Sil Erodes 
51 Fol lower of o avid 

Cl Ki. 1:8) 
S?. " .. have sinned" 
53 Zero ) 
54 Church officer (abbr , 

DR 

Instructions for working CRYPTOVERSE 
One letter simply stands for another. Here 's h . L is 
S HEPHERD. In this example , X is used f~;' it works:, N X 0 H X 0 K' N 
for the S, etc. Single let ters, apostrophies d 1 the two H s, 0 for the two E s, ds 
are a ll hints. ' an ength and formation of the wor 
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R ev. & Mrs. Herman Efja. 

Bender Fellowship Hosts 
by Eric srockhoff Missionary Ef fa 

The North American Baptist Semi
nary's Bender F ellowship recently in
vited Herman Effa, a former graduate, 
back to his alma mater to speak on 
missions in Brazil. His appearance on 
campus was in keeping with the pur
pose of Bender Fellowship to promote 
missionary understanding and fellow
ship among students and facul ty mem
bers. 

Missionary Effa's dynamic presenta
tion helped students see more clearly 
God's call to p reach the gospel to ev
ery creature. When asked, "Why send 
Americans to Brazil?," Effa stated 
that whi le many Brazilian Bapt ists were 
tithers, their economic condition is 
such that they cannot reach all of their 
country alone. " Brazilians will evan
gelize their own , but if we do not send 
missionaries, little will be done in 
many areas." 

Effa said tha t Brazilians are mo
tivated through Bible study. "T he sim
ple word of God touches their heart 
and changes them." In reference to 
the poor he said "We have seen peo
ple who 'lived in 'misery accept Christ, 
and as a result acquired new motives 
and d rives." 

"What a missionary needs is the 
basic teaching of Christ, just good 
basic Bible," Effa indicated. "Brazil 

Eric Brockhofl is a ;unior student 
at the North A merican Baptist Semi
nary. He served for three years as a 
Peace Corps volunteer to Brazil. 
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could use more evangelists and Chris
tian educators who could translate 
Christian teaching materials." He said 
that many of his believers were origi
nally contacted through Christian lit
erature. He emphasized that the 
American Christian might make bet
ter use of tracts and literature in per
sonal contacts. 

Students and faculty were very ap
preciative of Missionary Effa's presen
tations. Bobby Seidel, Student Asso
ciation president said, "Effa has a real 
ministry in reminding us of the im
portance of the simple Gospel." An
other student said that he was, "A 
man who has put his life on the line. 
He is not only teaching or talking 
evangelism; he is do ing it !" "Effa is 
sincere and concerned . . . serving 
well and helping others," Dr. Powell 
commented. "If we could just catch 
some of his spirit," he said. "H is com
ing gave us an insight into what mission 
is all about," remarked another stu
dent. 

Fred Kahler, an incoming student 
said, "H e gave me good insight. H e 
was optimistic about the future of the 
work in Brazil. It was a realistic view 
of pre-reformation type of Catholicism 
in the country . . . the word of mis
sions was made flesh . . . dynamic 
enthusiasm." Ray Seutter summed it 
up by saying, " I like him. He made a 
favorable impression on me. He's ex
cited about it himself." Asked if will
ing to go to Brazil himself. he said, 
" If that's God's wi ll , I'll go!" O 

News and Views 

(Continued from page 28) 

Baptists Join Others Oppos ing 
Education Voucher Experiments 
WASHINGTON (BP ) - Opponents 
of projected educational voucher ex
periments by the Office of Economic 
Opportunity carried their fight to the 
U.S. Congress at hearings conducted 
by the House Education and Labor 
Committee. 

Rep. Carl Perkins (D ., Ky.), chair
man of the committee, promised that 
representatives of the Office of Eco
nomic Opportunity (OEO) would be 
given a chance at a later date to pre
sent their views for the educational 
voucher experiments. 

In brief, OEO is seeking to conduct 
educational experiments by giving par
ents vouchers to be cashed by the 
schools of their choice, either public or 
nonpubl ic. OEO by such experiments 
is seeki ng to determine whether or not 
"parental choice" of the schools their 
children attend will improve the qual
ity of education. 

T he Baptist Joint Committee on Pub
lic Affairs, one of the 18 representa
tives of national organizations oppos
ing the voucher experiments urged 
Congress to continue its support of 
education for democracy through pub
licly responsible schools. 

John W. Baker, acting executive di
rector of the Baptist agency. based his 
position on resolutions by the Ameri
can Baptist Convention the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the Baptist 
Joint Committee itself. 

T he Baptist leader pointed out that 
"a major contribution of the Baptist 
faith to the world is that a genuine 
religious experience is a voluntary, 
uncoerced response to God." This 
principle of voluntarism in rel igion is 
violated, Baker said, when government 
uses tax funds for the support of re
ligious schools. 

Continuing h is opposition to the use 
of publ ic funds for vouchers in church 
schools, Baker said that Baptist view 
such legislation "as an unwarranted 
and unconstitutional attack by the state 
on the religious liberty of its people." 

He opposed the voucher experi
ments as leading " to further polariza
tion and fragmentation in the nation" 
and as "poor public policy" that would 
divide "limited resources for educat ion 
between two competing systems of ed
ucation." 
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ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST 

by Jeanette Stein , WMU president, 
Winnipeg, Man . 

"All things through Christ" was the 
verse we accepted as our motto al
most a year ago. Jn these "all things" 
we are especially mindful of the work 
listed on our goal chart. I would en
courage the presidents of the various 
societies to study the chart and then 
give a review of our promises to the 
members. We undertook a great 
amount of work. Have we made a 
notable beginni ng? One third of the 
triennium is now over. 

Letters have come to me asking. 
"What happens to the $ 100,000 we are 
trying to raise?" If you study the last 
point on the goal chart it wi ll become 
clear to you. Brazil and Home Mis
sions each receive $5,000, N igeria 
a nd our educational institutions each 
receive $ 10.000. Japan gets $ 15.000 
and the Cameroon $30,000. Our 
home base, Church Extension, we are 
support ing with $25 ,000 . When we 
add all these sums together we see that 
our whole amount is taken ca re of. 
The Woman's Missionary Union has 
very little overhead as most of the 
work is done wi thout remuneration. 
Every time you give a dollar through 
your W.M.U. for mission ary purposes 
you can be assured that the whole 
dollar goes for this purpose. The mis
sionaries are out on the mission fields 
and we must continue to consistentl y 
pray and give to this cause. Through 
Christ we wi ll be able to do a ll these 
things. May God give each one of us 
s~e.cial joy as we continue praying a nd 
giving. o 
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BLESSED IS HE THAT READETH 

by Mrs. Walter Kerber, Burling
ton, Ontario, Canada 

(This is the first in a series a f articles featuring 
the goals far 1970·73.) 

Have you heard the expression : "You 
are wh.at you read"? Perhaps few of 
~s .realize . thhat. what we stimulate our 

rams wit is what activates 
thoughts, motives and actions. our 

. No matt~r what voca tion - readin 
is. a ~ecess1 ty. The business man th~ 
sc1ent1st, t~e teacher, all must re~d to 
keep up with the latest techniques S 
mothers should read too to b . d o 
quate · h h e a e-

. . m t e ome. Many wonderful 
C hrtst1a n women have w ' tt b 

b · . rt en ooks 
on emg a loving wife a . • wise mothe r 
a good homemaker and a h ' 
grandmother. appy 

As m~ther we set the tone in the 
home - if we arc cheerful the f . 
wi ll be cheerful. If we yell amily 
one yell s. If we a re interested-:- ebverky
w ·11 l'k tn 00 s e w1 i ely create interest . 
· W h in read-
ing. e s ould provide read· 
ri al fo r our children F . mg mate
hrowsing in a Chris ti.an obr Jkust a little 
· ' oo ·store one 
is rewarded wi th attractive c1 · . ' 
every age and for all occasi~ tltons for 

When tragedy or sorrow nst. 'k 
can fi cJ t s rt ·c we n remendous comfort . 
that have been wri tten b D 11n books 
Katherine Marshall , and ~u a e. Eva~ s, 
who have gone throu h e ge~ia Pnce 
trial and connict g xpenences of 

Many of us feel too b 
H b usy to read 

ow a out placing a book b h . 
phone. in the glove com payt t e tele
yo . 'r ment of 

ur car, or in your purse so that . 
you have to wait for someone tf 
b · . you may 
e usmg your time wise! A 

way to end the day is for ~~sband g~~~ 

wife to read a book togethe r just be
fore fa lling asleep . 

Often we are guilty o f gearing our 
conversation around ourselves. Our 
world would become much broader by 
reading m issionary books, Christian 
novels, and biographies of famous per
sonalities. By reading these books o~r 
life would become enriched, our testi
mony show vi tality a nd it would be 
much easier to identify wi th the needs 
of others. 

The BAPTIST HERALD and other 
periodicals are written for our help, 
guidance and inspiration. The mis
sionary letters a re interes ting and give 
us many needs for which to pray. 

In all our reading the Bible should 
be our most favored book. When we 
realize the author's name, the purpose 
for which it was written, the message 
it contains, it benefits us more th~n 
any other book for it brings us in 
touch wi th our Lord and Master. 

Let's determi ne to do more reading, 
select our books wisely, and learn from 
our reading, to be better mothers, bet
ter wives, and better wi tnesses to all 
about us. D 

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO? 

by Mrs. Ernest Hoffmann, National 
WMU treasurer, North T ona
wanda, N .Y. 

" I just don't know where the rnoneY 
goes." How often h ave you said that? 
1 suppose tha t is a sta tement we have 
all made within the last months. Then, 
a fter we check back we discover just 
where our money we~t. 

Perha ps you have wondered the 
same th ing when you sent your ~ues 
to the Woma n's Missionary lJn10?· 
Last year we received $2,622.00 in 
dues. Here is how this money was 
spent : 

Publish ing the Broadcast cost us 
$ J J 00.00 and the German lJnser 
Au ftrag was $300.00. Both these 
amounts include the Si lver AnniversarY 
edi tions. which were of course rnore 
costl y than the regular ones. . 
. Each year Baptist Herald subscn~; 

ttons to all our missio na ries plus at t 
postage to the field costs us abou 
S,750.00. We pay for secretarial as~ 
sistance at headqua rte rs for the wo~O 
of the Union approx imately $ ! J OO. 
a ye E holar-

. a r. • ach year also we send sc tist 
ships to the North Americ<: n Bap 
Seminary and the North Amencan 
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Baptist College totaling $500.00. We 
have for some years wanted to in
crease this a mount, but when all these 
figures a re added you wi ll unders tand 
why we have not done so. 

We have tried to price the program 
packets so that thei r cost is covered. 
Perhaps this year we wi ll be successful. 

If you have, up to this po int, added 
our cos ts you will have a to tal of 
$3,950.00. Dues covered $2,622.00 of 
the amount. The rest is subsidized by 
a monthly allottment from the denom
inational budget. We are truly grateful 
for this amount which helps us to as
sist each society in our union. 

We take this opportunity in thank
ing each society which fa ithfulJy sends 
us its dues. Without our cooperative 
effort this work would remain undone. 
May the Lord truly bless each mem
ber as we together learn how we can 
do "all things through Christ." O 

GROCERY SHOPPING 
IN JAPAN 

by Mrs. Douglas W oyke, Tokyo, 
Japan 

Moving to Japan has brought us many 
new and inte resting ·experiences. One 
of the most interesting and frus trating 
for me has been that of daily grocery 
shopping. 

True, Japa n has many supermarkets 
that arc as modern or more so tha n 
those in America, but we live in a n 
older section of T okyo so I shop in 
the old way like my neighbors. M any 
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Japanese families do not have refrigera
tors and none have freezers as we 
know them. The Japa nese housewife 
shops for each meal rather than once 
or twice a week like we had been 
used to. I'm sure the fe lJow at our 
favorite vegetable shop thinks foreign
e rs have strange eating habits as we 
buy in large quantities once a week 
rather than daily. When I buy for the 
freezer, things really get confus ing. 
One day there was a sale on green 
beans. The Japanese usually buy in 
lots of I 00 grams ( l/.i lb.) but that day 
I asked for 2 kilograms ( 4,000 grams 
or 41/2 lbs.). As I gave my request, the 
felJow just stared at me and then 
asked if I didn't mean 200 grams (1h 
lb.). No. I wanted 2 ki lo. Then he 
looked at D oug as if to ask, "Does she 
know what she is saying?" D oug 
nodded and repeated our request. As 
the grocer fi lled our order, the be
wildered look never left his face. As 
we left, we were happy with our bar
gain and the grocer remained con
fused as we had cleaned out his whole 
weeks supply of beans. 

Another day I pointed at the celery 
and asked for one, meaning one 
bu nch. The grocer picked up the 
bunch r had indicated, tore off one 
s talk and handed it to me. Now it was 
my turn to stand there with my mouth 
open. I just pa id for it and went home. 
I didn't have the courage to try again. 

Since we have become a little more 
skillful with the Japanese language, we 
have been able to explain to our gro
cer about our freezer and about the 
strange habits of Americans. O 

IDEA ST ARTER 
Kick it o r carry it? 

The Cameroonians play a game of 
footba ll which is actualJ y k icked about 
the field with the feet. They cannot 
understand our brand of footba ll and 
reason thus (o r this way) "Really now, 
if you are going to c all a game foot
balJ - shouldn't you kick the balJ in
stead of carrying it across the field?!" 
(Reported by Missionary Gilbert Gor
don.) 

Is It Your Turn To Entertain? 

Here is a desert which is easy to 
make and serve : Graham Cracker 
Raisin Pie. 
Make a graham cracker crus t 
Fi11ing: 

3 eggs - beaten 
I cup coffee cream (or butter milk 

for low calorie desert) 
cup sugar (scant ) reserve 2 T. to 
sprinkle on top 

l/2 cup boiled rais ins 
dash salt, cinnamon 

METHOD: 
Combine beaten eggs, sugar and 

cream. Arrange raisins o n un
baked crust, add the cream fill ing. 
Sprinkle sugar & cinnamon on top. 

Bake 40 mi n. in 350° oven. 
A pudding wi ll form at the bottom of 

the pan - but it will reta in the ap
pearance of a p ie. Serve plain or 
with orange sauce - raisin sauce 
- or whipped cream. 

Rem ind the ladies that the recipe is 
in the Baptist Herald. 

"We alJ h ave a n influence - a better 
world begins wi th me !" 

The following three things were for
bidden of children in Mosaic times: 

1. Cursing his parents 
2. Striking his parents 
3. Defying parental authority 

Pray for the fam ilies in c hurch exte n
sion. 

Bible Puzzle Page 
Answers 

'5 m 'o 'k € 
"i m ti/ fe 
:.,- f?. 0..,.. 
' /..{ I PS 

CRYPTOVERSE 
"Be ye t he refore merci ful , as yollr 

also is m erci ful" (Luke 6,36). 
Fath er 
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Have you ever wished that all 
your Sunday school class mem
bers could see rather than only 
hear the actual experience you are 
tell ing about as you introduced the t 
lesson? Have you ever wished tha 
a ll the parents could be in your nur
sery and pre-school departments h to 
see the excellent programs you ave 
going? 

VTR At Your Service 
Videotape recording bas unleashed tremendous 

0
_ 

tential to realize these wishes for _xou_r church. For ~he 
creative and innovative church, witia tmg use of th· ·d IS a1 
may be very rewarding. 

.our church members today grow up in a television 
n: ind-set. By the t ime our students have graduated from 
high school, they have spent more ho urs watching TV 
than i~ school, and certainly m any more _than they have 
spent m church. T hrough the . use of video r ecording 
the ch urch can capitalize on this current orientation to~ 
ward the TV. 

T he videotape recorder is similar _to the ordinary reel
to-r~el sound-tape recorder, ?ut with the added video 
port~on. In addition to the m icrophone '. there is an elec
tromc camera for record ing and a monitor, that is a TV 
set, for viewing the playback. 

Bobby R . Seidel is a senior student at the North Ameri
can Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
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oeo re-
VTR For ~he. Church Serv;c vi.catio~s. 

With t!JJS mst?nt playbacl\_ ~ tl1e pJJ w~1ch 
corder is well s~ited for ma11 <:!a biJitY• I ~~jCe1'tat1ons 
Those events Within the chlly <tJ~0-vistJa 5e( e/l t evalu
would beflefit greatly are th~ t<:!~ rs'1iP d p( fle5 0 com
of music afl~ drarna. Pastors s~t wo 0 a.fl )10 e t an in
a tion of tne1f Preaching ancl s~<lt ~o for afl t(i4 j5 

municate more effectively. I\ <:!\Jll~inuall)' Ji1'i 0 eval
valuable asset for their pers0 \liq reco( a. t morn-

Students at th~ seminary ll. l1 ;:q e eo Juatio.fl(oi~j minis
~ate their speaking presentat~~ "i~~o recsvfl 11e tor his 
mg sermons are recorded for l:ltis rwo a5 cl' e pra
ters at .his churc~. The reca,cl~<lch studefl~ 11j tl1 ceived. 
evaluation and discussion With1l1g is pl aYe a .fl (e Any 
fessor. s.tudents enumerate lQ Classmates tlJeY to(· m em
. VTR is also a fine asset t<ltiy benefi ts cli'ec )'le 
mattentiveoess or fl aws are ? the choir 'oJ t 
be rs o f the. grou.p as they wai~ 1cl\ly spotted 1'· tool of 

Drama is widely recogniz h the playbac ti"e some
communication. Bowever, eq as an effec IJe,at. they 
w~at reluctant to perform. fta'ticipants .fl1a~d t1 e(1ment 
w~ll do much ?etter if it is . has beefl fo~ e1'~0wed a 
with VTR. It is especially elflllitia ted as a js al serves 
tu rn in control behind the ective if eac11 veltY f1lance; 
as a reward. Be sure to videca1llera '[he oo erfo( e next 
it will prove useful as an . Ota.Pe ~he final ~or tl1 
class a ttempting a similar p;~~tructional aid ·on for 

Only after the VTR has b llction . ar9tl come 
and subsequent recording of ~ell used in pr~f it be wor-
re~lly valuable. For insta he ser vice do f the. 1 
ship. service can be taken ~ce, a recordio_g 0 or if t 1e 
~ud1torium is full on S d Shut-ins anywrie· ne church 
1~ not in a position to bui~n ay rnorning and. t tne e~uc~
t1onal faci lities will p .'dTV set mo nitors 1JJ d-c1rcu1t 

rov1 e · Jose 
coverage. The use of "d sirnuJtaneous c od your 
effectiveness in comm v_i e? recording will expa 

umcat1ng th 1 VT eGm~ -
R In the Class s · ess1on 
Opportunities for the church 

school and weekda r use of VTR in your . ited. 
Consider the "in clays p o~ams are virtually unlIO:deo-
t S session" w ·t1 Vl 
ape you can bring t 1 Possibi lities. 1 1 rl 

were impossible A f 0 c ass resources which fonne Y1 d . · ew exam 1 )tura ocumentan es a . P es a re TV news, cu . 
' recording of . m1s-a visit to one of our 
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sions, or a recording of a field trip. Since it often proves 
difficult to take a Sunday school class on a field trip, it is 
a real benefit to be able to bring the resources to class. 
With VTR you can a lso stop the playback for discussion 
or even replay significant points. One can also record 
closeups of a subject, such that all can see at once rather 
than taking turns. Since the audio can be recorded with 
the video or added later, the sound track can be suited 
to an audience of any age. 

Videotape within the class session is a great a id in 
promoting discussion. A pre-recorded interview with a 
local personality might be used. N. W. Earp states that 
"There were no significant differences between the 
~chievement of the sixth graders having a live presenta
tion and those having the videotape presenta tion." One 
t~erefore has the opportunity of recording visiting mis
sionaries, and then playing the tape for several classes. 
Or it may be that a teacher or speaker is unable to be 
present for a certain function but does have the oppor
tunity to pre-record the presentation for playback a t the 
session. 

Discussion can also be evoked through exchange of 
tapes. "Black and White Dialog Via Videotape" by 
Roger Dash advocates the exchange of tapes between 
classes across cultural barriers. Students can then learn 
about and discuss situations other than their own. 

Videotape also has great potential as an aid in the 
development of the exceptional child. Since the retarded, 
emotio nally disturbed, or deaf child requi res sp~cial at
tention, the additional resources of video-recordings are 
a great help to the teacher. A recorded sign language 
story for the deaf is just one example. You may also be 
able to borrow or rent tapes from a videotape resource 

library near you. 

VTR Outside The Class Session 
Teacher training, evaluation of student learning needs, 

evaluation of pupil and teacher perform_ance, and }ar
ent-teacher conferences are a few of the importan t ~ut
side class session" applications of videot_ape recording. 
VTR is a most effective tool for leadership and tea.cher 
training. An investigation report from Temple Univer
sity sta tes : "fi rst, many of the resear~h studies reveal 
that teachers can learn to change their classroom be
havior (through VTR) and second, certain_ teach~r be
haviors increase the probabilities tha t certain pupil be-

haviors will occur. . 
Through the recording of a student and J11s cla~sroo1!1 

activities, teachers have the opportunity to determine his 
learning needs and evaluate his progress. There ha~ been 
sorne question of a difference in performance m the 
Presence of the recorder. It is a lways best to allow the 
children to become familiar with the equipment, but af
~er a short time they will be unaffected. Ja~et Bower 
in " Using Videotape in a Foundations Course in Teach~r 
Ed~cation" says that "children seemed to go about thelf 
activities very much as usual." 

These same recordings also prove use '.t'.I t? paren_~~ 
'.vfost pa rents are quite concerned about the11 child s. leai . 
1ng progress, including his ability to get along with h~s 
Peers, and become quite excited when they can see thelf 
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child in action when not under their superv1s1on. They 
become most cooperative in trying to o vercome any 
problems the child may have. The church derives an 
added benefit because the parents are convinced that 
the church offers m ore than a babysitting service during 
Sunday school. When they see how much effort is put 
into the program, they are much more willing to become 
involved. 

There are also many other ways of promoting the 
church through videotape. One way of interesting, pro
spective members is to play a videotape promotional, on 
the family's home TY, describing the purpose and ob
jectives of your church. 

Many of the above illustrations have applica tion in the 
weekday boys' and girls' clubs. Demonstrations play a 
significant role within clubwork. A prerecorded demon
stration of " how to" frees the leader to participate in the 
activity with the children. And usually they will learn 
faster if all have equal opportunity to observe the in
tricacies of activities such as crafts. The boys' clubs 
always appreciate the opportunity of videotaping their 
sports activities. 

Equipment 
VTR equipment has just recently become feasible for 

the church because the size has becom e conveniently 
portable. Since 1970, all models have become standard
ized so tha t a tape recorded on one model can be played 
o n any other model. This is essential if you wish to play 
library prerecorded tapes or exchange tapes. 

There are three essential instruments basic to the 
video system: the videotape recorder, the electronic 
camera, and the T V monitor. The recorder will record 
from the camera or directly from the TV receiver. You 
may want to begin with your presen t TV set and acquire 
a VTR since the camera can be added la ter. The recorder 
will cost from $700 to $2,000 and the p rices for cameras 
begin at $300. Recording tape for an hour's duration will 
cost about $40. The cost may seem high, but remember 
that the tape may be used ove r and over and with care 
will last more tha n a lifetime. Compared to a new 16mm 
projecto r, the recorder cost is about the same, but in 
additio n you have the fea ture of insta nt playback. Often 
one can share equipment with a school or another nearby 
church. 

Getting In the Act 
The equ~pment. is not difficult to use. T he operating 

procedure 1s as simple as that for a typical aud io tape 
recorder. A n operator with only a litt le exper ience will 
get good resul ts. 

Youth are always anxious to be a part of the video 
crew. The chief has total responsibility, while the en
gineer is in charge of operating the r ecorder. Everyone 
should be given the opportuni ty to be cameraman o r 
engineer. 

Undreamed of opportunities are currently opening to 
the church as it seeks to procla im Jesus C hrist as L'Ord . 
Let us be good stewards of all tha t is ava ilable. 

" But blessed are your eyes. for they see; and your ears, 
for they hear." (Matt. 13:16).~ 
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ThePastorS 
Dilelllllla 

This day of rapid and sometimes 
radical c hange in the world has its af
fect upon the work of the pastor. The 
role of the pastor in particular, and 
the ministry of the church in general. 
are under criticism from within and 
without leaving him often with a feel
ing of insecurity. The mu ltiplicity of 
expectations which both he, the church, 
and society have placed on him leave 
the pastor with a sense of frustration . 
A better educated constituency and a 
more sophisticated society place great
er demands on the qual ity of ministry 
which he must exercise. Seminaries 
have been seeking to equip him for 
the demands of today's ministry. Nev
ertheless, pastors often have difficu lty 
working with in the framework of 
churches geared to tradit ion . 

Another problem facing pastors is 
the proliferat ion of meetings. responsi
bilities and activities. H is ministry of
ten includes the following : preacher. 
teacher. vis itor. coun selo r, administra
tor. youth worker, C hristian ed. di -

The R ev. Everett Barker is the di
rector of stewardship advance of the 
North American Bapti.l"I General Con
ference. 
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rector, song leader, secretary, VBS 
w.orker, camp staff member, commu
nity. l ~ader, conference and association 
pa rt1c1 pant as well as bei ng a mem
ber of numerous committees a nd 
boards in the local church deno . . , mina-
t10n, conference and ministeri·al a . . ' 'sso-
c1at1on , etc. It is understood of cou 
th t th . . , rse, 

a e min istry of pastors and loca l 
churches vary considerably How . . · ever 
it 1s reasonable to conclude that th ' 
work of t~e r.astor is spread too thi n~ 

The wh1rlw 1 ~d of activities viewed 
in the perspe_ct1 ve of the needs which 
people have in our society leaves the 
p~stor wit~ the gnawing question 
~ etherh_he is really fulfilli ng the func
tion w ich God intends Th 

d · e pasto r 
pon ers whether his busyness, and that 
of some of the lay people is in realit 
a subs_titute for what the church shoul~ 
be doing. T he problem is compound
ed when his flock squabble amon 
themselves and considerable t" g l ' 1me must 
)e taken to soothe feelings and calm 
troubled_ waters . He may find himself 
ministering between two or even th ree 
d iverse elements in his congregation. 
It _is understa ndable why pasto rs oc
cas1onally wonder if they can be . more 
effective for Christ in a related call-

ing or even a so-called secular occupa
tion. 

In spite of this rehearsal of pastoral 
problems, it is not intended to leave 
the impression that there is no satis
fac tion in his ministry; in fact, there is 
great satisfaction when the lost meet 
Christ and when people are helped to 
resolve thei r personal and family prob
lems. The proliferation of huma n dif
ficu lties as evidenced by the drug prob
lem, sex abuse and broken homes, to 
mention a few, give the pastor and his 
people a timely opportunity to m inis
ter in this day. 

It is at this juncture that the pastor 
and his leaders need to take a hard 
look at the mi nistry of the local 
church. The pastor must begin an 
evaluation of his personal life and min
istry. I t is d ifficul t to make a precise 
list of steps toward renewal since 
meaningful change is a n experience 
rather than a program . A few possi
ble elements of renewal include pene
trating prayer, specia l reading about 
experiences of pastors and churches 
which have been involved in renewal 
~nd a willingness to c hange. A shar
ing of experiences with others who are 
engaged in a similar process will help 
to lend support a nd encouragement. 

As the pastor begins to sense God's 
leading in his own life he will need to 
share with his leaders what God is do
ing. T he leaders wi ll need to begin a 
process of personal searching along 
:-Vith a n eval uation of the present min
istry of the local church. Hopefully, 
in this a tmosphere of sharing and 
openness, the spirit of God will be a ble 
t~ reveal his will and purpose. Indi
viduals and local churches will have 
experiences which diffe r s i nee God's 
Spi rit works in va ried ways. Such a n 
experience will likely include a re
newed sense of "koinonia" in the local 
church, a greater interest in neighbors, 
friends a nd acquaintances who need 
the help of G od. Sha ring experiences, 
~ove, concern for people and sensi t.iv
ity to G od's sp irit should charactenze 
the atmosphere of re newal. 

. The pastor has the privi lege to ini
tiate renewal in his congregation. !he 
re-emergence of lay involvement is a 
key element which stands out in manY 
books and testimo nies on renewal. In
stead o f the p astor being the over
worked star performer in the local 
church, he becomes the coach of the 
lay people who do the work of the 
Lord. Jesus spent much ti me in the 
t r~ining o f the twelve so the pastor 
will need to train his ' leaders to a lso 
become ministers in God's work. 0 
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Education 
A BALANCED 
CHURCH PROGRAM 
by Bruce A. Rich 

T he ma in elements of a balanced 
church program are instruction, wor
ship, expression a nd fellowship. 

Instruction is the communication, 
through both words and life, of God's 
revelation to man. Scripture is not in
tended to be stud ied for the sake of 
studying Scripture, but rather. it is to 
be s tudied for the purpose of produc
ing life that has meaning to the indi
vidual. 

W orship is a response to God. It is 
expressed through one's will and emo
tions. It is not a teaching or learning 
experience, but ra ther a n adoration, a 
thankfulness, an adjusting of our will 
to His. It is beautifu l! It is feeling 
" warm" in the presence of God. For 
people to worship together in groups, 
careful preparation must be made. 

Christ came to ins truct us; He led 
many to experience worsh ip, but He 
did not s top there, as we are too prone 
to do. Jesus called fo r our obed ience 
to tha t wh ich H e taught. He demon
strated a life that gave expression to 
the will of God. How do we give ex
pression to that which we have learned 
through the Word of God, and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit? 

F el/owship puts us on a level of un
derstandi ng a nd acceptance with each 
other. It is supportive to our instruc
tion , worship, and expression. It uni
fies and strengthens us as individuals 
and as a group. Fellowship helps to 
heal and reconcile relationships that 
may have been broken. A true fe l-

The R ev. Bruce A. R ich is the gen
eral secretary of the Department of 
Christian Education , Nonh American 
Baptist General Conference . 
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lowship with others is based on a fel
lowship with Jesus Christ who came to 
reconci le us, as one people, to G od. 

How Do You Evaluate? 
The following chart is an example 

of how you might begin to evaluate 
the balance in your program. You can 
apply this approach to every major 
age group. In addition to balance, you 
will see if you are over-programming 

or under-programming in a given age 
group. Note that the center column 
represents a typical program, in terms 
of balance, while the right hand col
umn represents a more balanced ap
proach. 

How Do You Bring Balance? 

T he achievement of a balanced pro
gram which will attain the desired out
come will require planning as a whole. 
Who has an accurate view of all that 
is being done in programming for the 
juniors? Usually no one. and in most 
cases this, sadly enough, would in
clude the board of Christian Educa
tion. 

Can you see the possibilities of 
sharpening our focus if, for example, 
all persons working with the junior 
age group would meet together three 
or four times a year to coordinate 
their thinking, planning and program
ming? P lace this coordinating meet
ing under the supervision of the board 
of Christian Education. If the board 
of Christian Education mee ts monthly 
and keeps informed of the progress 

(Continued on page 26) 

Junio r Program Evaluation (ages 9 , I 0. 11 ) 

Agency Present Emphasis Desired Emphasis 

Sunday Instruction Instruction 
School Worship 

Morning Instruction Instruction 
Service Worship Worship 

Youth Instruction Expression 
Group Fellowship Fellowship 

Evening Instruction Instruction 
Service Worship 

Fellowship 

Choir Expression Expression 
Worsh ip 

Prayer Instruction Expression 
Meeting Fellowship 

Weekday Instruction Expression 
Clubs Expression Fellowship 

Fellowship Instruction 
Worsh ip 

VBS Instruction Instruction 
Expression Expression 
Worship Worship 
Fellowship Fellowship 

- -
Summer Camps Instruction Expression 

Expression F ellowship 
Fellowship Worship 
Worsh ip Instruction 

(Note: Elements ranked according to emphasis in each agency program.) 
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SET FREE TO SERVE 
July 4, 1971 
Scripture : Gal. 5:13-26 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Christ frees 
us to serve others, transformed by the 
influence of the Holy Spirit. 
INTRODUCTION: The lessons for 
the next two months deal with vari
ous aspects of the Christian's social 
relations. Fundamental to the Chris
tian's role in any relationship is the 
liberty in Christ by which the believer 
is enabled to serve in love wherever 
he may be. 

I. SELF-INDULGENCE (19-21 ). Man 
seems to find relief from responsi
bility in following a set of regulations 
by which his piety can be measured. 
For the Israelites, these rules largely 
concerned the temple rituals and fes
tival observances; for many in the 
twentieth century they are conserva
tive standards of morality, deportment, 
fashion . 

The Gospel message is an emphatic 
assertion that God wants us; regula
tions cannot qualify us for citizenship 
in His kingdom. Consequently, the 
Gospel is a word of liberty, freeing us 
from anxious or self-righteous obser
vance of rules. 

_Obviously, liberty can be abused, 
misunderstood, employed as an excuse 
to escape the restrictions of common 
morality or decency, as a license or 
s~lf-indulgence. Thoughtless gratifica
tion of the desires of human nature 
tends to depravity I godlessness; it is 
conceited, provocative, envious (v. 
~6). Intrinsically good human appe
tites (sex, celebrat ions) become un
controlled or misdirected; religion is 
perverted; human relations are de
stroyed. Only five of these fifteen ef
fects of self-centeredness are physical
ly "sensual;" yet all derive from a 
fa ilure to allow the Holy Spirit to dis
cipli ne the selfish urges of human na
ture. 
II. SPIRIT-CONTROL ( 13- 18, 22-
26). After such an enumeration of 
the corrupt and harmful effects of 
self-in?ulgence one expects an argu
ment in favor of a strict code of con
duct.. Ra~her it appeals for following 
the direction of the Holy Spirit. Those 
wh? belong to Christ have presented 
their selfishness for execution (v. 24). 
Consequently, Christ calls us to sub-

These lessons, prepared by the Rev. 
David Priestley. Junction City. Kan .. are 
based 0 11 fllt emational Sunday School 
Outlines which are copyrighted by the 
International Council of Religious Edu
cation 1964. 
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mit to the guidance of the Spirit which 
will produce changed emotions and 
attitudes toward God, others and one
self. 

QUESTIONS: I) What is "flesh" ac
cording to the information contained 
in these verses? 2) How can we speak 
of " freedom" when it includes service 
to others, obedience to the spirit, self
discipline? 3) Do we perhaps uncon
sciously translate vv. 22 f. into "you 
must be happy," "you must be kind," 
"you must be faithful ?" How is it to 
be understood? How can we avoid 
understanding it as an obligation/ 
law? O 

GOD, THE CHRISTIA N AND 
GOVERNMENT 
July Jl , 1971 
Scripture: Rom. 13:1-7; ludg. 9:8-

15 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: Ordained of 
God , government deserves the Chris
tian's support and cooperation in cre
ating a just social order. 

INTRODUCTION: One part of the 
Christian's responsibility is his citizen
ship. How one fulfills that role is re
lated to his view of government in 
general and his own in particular. Ro
mans 13 has been used throughout 
h islory to justify everything from 
mindless subservience to irra tional re
bellion. 

I. DIVINE INSTITUTION (Rom. 
_I 3: 1-2). God's design for humanity 
inc ludes political structures; from sim
ple tri bes to complex bureaucratic na
tions political institutions are necessary 
to maintain social rela tions. Divine 
revelation advocates no one form of 
government as the earthly ideal. Pa ul 
( ? uring the generous, peaceful begin
ning of Nero's reign ) and Peter dur
ing the violent, brutal close of Nero's 
reign) admonish us to acknowledge the 
rightness of government as a divine in
stitution (see I Pet. 2: 13-15). 

II. DIVINE INSTRUM ENT (Rom. 

13 : 3-7) . Governme nt's purpose falls 
within what Reformed theologians 
since Calvin have called God's "com
mon grace." His goodness is impar
tially exercised to restrain sin, pre
serve some sense of truth, mora lity 
and religion, enable men to perform 
outward good and civil righteousness 
(Berkhof, Systematic Theology, pp. 
442 f .). Human government is an in
strument of this common grace par
ticularly intended "to preserve justice 
and order . .. to prevent violence and 
unrighteousness . . . to establish peace 
and justice in society ... animated by 
that purpose which . . . is a positive 
caring for the neighbor" (Aulen, The 
Faith of the Christian Church, pp. 
373 ff.) . 

Government legitimately exercises 
authority aga inst violators of the com
mon good. The Christian should re
joice at this evidence of God's restraint 
of evi l (cf. 1 Tim. 2 :2). 

Hitler's fascism is not the only gov
ernment which has "set aside the per
spective of justice and [used] power 
for selfish ends;" for every state " there 
is a demonic temptation included in 
this power" to abuse it selfishly (Au
ten, 374) . Out of their unders tanding 
of justice, equality, love Christians 
should call unjust states back to their 
primary responsibility of providing for 
peace and justice. 
III . KING OF THE FOREST (Judg. 
9: 8-15 ) . This strange fable teaches 
that unfit leaders will des troy a na
tion . It a lso suggests that where the 
choice is left to the people, great care 
should be exercised in choosing rulers. 
QUESTIONS: I ) Is democracy more 
pleasing to God than other forms of 
government? 2) Does the Christian in 
a non-democratic society or in a cor
rupt democracy have any license to 
participate in disruptions/ rebellions/ 
revolutions/ guerilla actio ns against his 
government? 3) When God places us 
in a democracy, is one obliged to be 
politically active as a steward of po
litical freedoms (voting, campaigning, 
fund ing, holding office) ? D 

GOD, THE CHRISTIAN AND 
CI VIL LAW 
July 18, 1971 
Scripture: Acts 4:13-20; I Pet. 2:13-17 
CENTRAL THOUGHT: The Chris
tia n's basic civil obligation is to re
s~ect and obey authority, yet disobe
dience may sometimes be necessary for 
conscience' sake. 
INTRODUCTION: Acknowledging 
that governments are intended and ex
ist by God's will , what should the 
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Chris tian's attitude be toward laws, 
decrees, sentences imposed by legisla
ture, executive or court? 

I. GOD AND STATE ( I Pet. 2 : 13-
17). Responsible obedience to law and 
authority are the standard for the 
Christian. As the believer is led by 
the Spirit to do right, he earns the 
praise of secular authority. Beyond 
mere obedience, the Chris tian is 
obliged to honor and respect the per
sons in government and their law for 
Christ's sake. The Christian by his ex
empla ry conduct will provide civil au
thority with no objective, legal grounds 
for criticism or punishment. The prin
ciple of respect for authority and law 
must be firml y established in the 
Christian's thinking. It is noteworthy 
that Peter was moved to write this 
strong admonition during th~ Neroni
an persecutions. 
II . GOD VS. STATE (Acts 4: 13-
20). Only whe n the principle of re
spect for instituted authority is adopt
ed can we consider exceptions to that 
rule. However there a re some cases 
in which the d~mands of secular, even 
of religious, authority contradict the 
expectations of God. It is noteworthy 
that the human author of the previ
ously considered command to submit 
had earlier been the recalcitrant of 
Acts 4. 

Peter and John saw clearly that the 
Sanhedrin's demand for silence about 
the resurrection of Jesus was equiva
lent to denying their faith, contradict
ing the truth: Daniel and his friends 
had made similar choices centuries ear
~ier. When government demands _wh~t 
it has no right to demand, when it v1-
? lates its own responsibility to create 
Jus tice and peace, the Christian obeys 
his prior allegiance to God. 

Only rarely are the choices clearcut 
today; yet we must be careful to fol
low our conscience as it is shaped by 
~he Holy Spirit. When confr?n.tcd with 
issues of conscience, the Chnsuan must 
~arefully study the demands of the ~o
htical sphere and reexamine the valid
ity of the protests of his conscience. 
Be must then determine before God 
What his path of obedience should be. 

The Chris tian is responsible to call 
the state to act justly, to revise the 
law to conform with God's standards 
Of common justice. Even when a 
Christian feels obliged for conscience' 
sake to take a course contrary to ex
isting law he should s till recognize the 
right/authority/ power of the courts to 
Prosecute and punish him. 

QUESTIONS : I) Does the rig/it to 
vote imply, for the Christian, an obli-
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gation to vote? 2) How does "civil 
disobedience" relate to Daniel and Pe
ter? 3) Within a democratic society, 
what responsibility does the Christian 
have to defend every citizen's right to 
work, worship, reside, study, play, 
congregate, own as each one decides 
for himself? 4) Are there areas where 
religious liberty is being effected by 
education, welfare, taxation policies 
and programs in your community? D 

WHY THE FAMILY? 
July 25, 1971 
Scripture: Gen. 1:26-31; 2:18-25 

CENTRAL THOUGHT: As part of 
their development as persons God 
plans for people to marry and repro
duce. 
INTRODUCTION: The basic mem
bers of a family are the husband and 

Ill! 
sruo 

wife. Both stand at the head of God's 
creation, each necessary to the other, 
neither an afterthought of creation. 
I. THE I MAGE OF GOD (1:26-27) . 
Jn homely fashion God is here vis
ualized discussing his plans for cre
ating mankind with his angelic court, 
o r perhaps as a consultation of the 
trinity. His design for man included a 
resemblance to himself. It is in the 
area of personality, rather than phy
sique, that we resemble ~od. Physi
ologically, we have much in_ com~1on 
with the mammals of the animal kmg
dom; but man alone has the potential 
for a developed personality - intellect 
with which to think, remember, imag
ine, conceptualize, communicate; will 
with which to choose, decide, act ; au
thority to carry out, within limits, what 
we plan. This God-likeness makes 
communication possible between God 
and man; "without this kind_ of si~ i
larity God could not communicate with 
man any more than you can converse 
with a prune" (Baptist Herald, June, 

1970, p. 31). . . . 
There is no sexual differentiation m 

h 
·1y's i·esemblance with God; man uma ni 

and woman alike are persons, capa
ble of communicating with God. 
II. THE RIB OF MAN (2: 18-25) . 
God purposes that there be couples, 
not isola ted men and women. Human 
kind is not designed to live alone, but 
in the wholesome complementary re
lation of one man and one woman. To 
some degree the single person is 
thwarted in the full development of 
his personhood. That some are called 
to celibacy to exercise a particular 
ministry for Christ (see Matt. 19 : 12) in 
no way demeans the u sual pattern of 
family life. 

IIJ. THE FRUIT OF THE WOMB 
(I : 28-31 ) . Procreation was part of 
God's plan - not an incidental possi
bility, nor a consequence of sin, cer
tainly not an act of rebellion. God's 
plan was for families - not for a man, 
nor even for a couple, but for fami
lies. Children are the normal result of 
marital relations and should be re
ceived and enjoyed as part of God's 
design. Childlessness. on the other 
hand, is no more a curse than is the 
sex drive. Families a re also God's plan 
for rearing chi ldren - not orphanages, 
nor a single parent. 

Childlessness, orphans, parents with
out partners, unmarried mothers and 
all such variations from God's ideal 
of father-mother-children are simply 
circumstances of a fa llen world where 
natural functions and relations are puz
zlingly distorted by man's rebellion 
against God's perfect plan. All of us 
are recipients of God's common grace 
and victims of the general fa llenness 
of earthly li fe. But within our situa
tion. created by our disobedience or 
by circumstances beyond our control. 
we have a task for Christ; and God 
works to perfect our personhood. 

Obviously, one can speak in this 
way only of the Christian. Only the 
Christian diligently submits himself to 
be made over into the likeness of 
Christ according to God's perfect plan. 
Only he can receive the single or child
less or single parent office as a calling, 
despite any difficulties which it brings. 

QUESTIONS: l ) Discuss what dif
ferentiates man from animals and what 
makes communicat ion with God pos
sible. 2) How can we develop a 
wholesome, uncondescending appreci
a tion of and friendship with singles. 
childless couples. "complete" families. 
single parents. bereaved spouses? 
(This requires non-judgmental atti
tudes toward our own and others' mar
ital, familial condition). 3) W hat is 
God's plan for each person? How 
does family life contribute to this? 0 
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AN OPEN DOOR IN ELDRIDGE by Jacob Ehman 

The Eldridge group standing in front of their tempo rary 
meeting place 

"For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, 
and there are many adversaries." Thus wrote Paul 
to the Corinthians (I Car. 16:9) while he was at 
Ephesus. Again he says in 2 Car. 2: 12, 13a "Fur
thermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's 
gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord, 
I had no rest in my spirit." This was our experience 
as an Iowa Association Church Extension Commit
tee when we began to survey the state of Iowa for 
new Church Extension opportunities. 

In the early part of 1970 our Committee went to 
the Quad Cities in Southeastern Iowa (Davenport, 
Bettendorf, Molene, and Rock Island), to study the 
possibilities of a new work. W hile we were visiting 
with the City Planning Commission, the man who 
expla ined the plans for future expansions for the 
Quad Cities said to our Committee, "if you are con
sidering starting a new church, why don' t you look 
into Eldridge? I live there and am a member of the 
Luthe ran Church, the only church in Eldridge, with 
a population of 1500 peo ple, plus. We need an
other protestant church of another faith." He also 
told us that Eldr idge was the fastest growing city in 
Iowa and that it had doubled in size in the last five 
yea rs, giving us the deta ils for its growth and the 
possibil ities for its future. 

Our Committee drove through the area and de
cided to survey the city. O ur survey revea le d tha t 
this was tru ly a n open door for us and we felt it 
was God's leading that we should conside r this area 
for a new work. Some of our Iowa Yo ung Peop le, 
others from our Iowa churches, and most of our 
Committee took the survey. As we looked a t our 
findings, considered the matter in p rayer, we felt 
the Lord's leading to present Eldridge to our Asso
ciation for our next Church Extension pro ject. The 
Association approved it and we began making p la ns 
to call a man to the field. 
who would be interested in worki ng in th is field. 

For several months we made inquiries of me n 

The Rev. Jacob Ehman is the pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Steamboat Rock, Iowa. 
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Our response was negative. In the meantime our 
committee and many of our people in our churches 
were praying for the Lo rd's guidance. We also be
gan to discover our adversaries who tried to dis
courage us from going into Eldridge for various rea
sons. 

Our Committee was able to make contact with 
two men who were serving as pastors, but who had 
to step out of the ministry for a time b ecause of 
health reasons. Yet these men loved the Lord and 
were anxious to do more than just wa rm church 
pews. Our committee met with these men and again 
we saw the Lord moving in mysterious ways His 
wonders to perform. These men were willing to di
rect mid-week Bible studies in Eldridge and seek 
the Lord's guidance. 

After the first Bible study one of t hese brethren 
called by phone and sa id that the people we re anx
ious to start Sunday services. Seven people were out 
for the Bible study, but these were people with a vi
sion and concern for their community. The first 
Sunday service was held on March 21 with 44 in at
tendance. These services were held in the basement 
of a new local bank with lovely facilities , w ith a 
small charge fo r the use of the facil ities, which the 
bank is donating to the group. Thus the work is on 
its way. The a ttenda nce has been holding up stead
ily and the interest is great, w ith great possibilities. 

We need to pray for this work that our Co mmittee 
will find God's man for the field. The b rethren who 
are he lping w ith the work a re w illing to continue 
the ir support, but ne ither of th e m feel ph ysically 
able to carry the full pastoral responsibilities. We 
also need to purchase a church site, secure a par
sonage, and work the field . We need financ ial help 
to put up the require d buildings for the church. 
For this we a re seeking t he Lord's guidance. 

Our Iowa Association you ng people are planning 
training sessions during the ir se nior cam p this yea r 
to pre pa re for visita tion work on our church exten
sion fields this su mmer. We had a small example of 
what th ese young people can d o and w ill d o w he n 
we surveyed Eldridge. We anticipate great th in gs 
whe n they help in this work. 

Jesus sa id, "b e hold, I have set be fore thee an open 
door, a nd no man can shut it ... " This is o ur 
confide nce with Eldridge . Your prayers and your 
suppo rt will he lp to kee p the door ope n and estab
lish a church in this area . D 

ELDRIDGE, IOWA 
CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS PROJECT 
FOR JUNE, 1971 
W ill you pray a nd contribute? 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Renke, mem

bers of the First Baptist Church, Lodi, 
Calif., observed their 60th wedding 
anniversary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emma1111el Dorlzeim , 
members of the First Baptist Church, 
Lodi, Calif., observed their 50th wed
ding anniversary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Wenz, mem
bers of the Hilda Baptist Church, Hil
da, Alta., observed their 60th wed
ding an niversary on Feb. 6, 1971. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Haas, members 
of the T urtle Lake Baptist Church, Tur
tle Lake, N.D., observed their 50th 
wedding anniversary on Sunday, Jan. 
10, 1971. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Weidman . mem
bers of the East Olds Baptist Church, 
Olds, Alta., celebrated their Golden 
Wedding anniversary on Aug. 23 , 1970. 

Only nine months ago 56 new mem
bers were given the hand of fellow
ship. 
. The church has a well-plnnned and 
implemented program of evnngelism 
ca~ried out by the pastor and church. 
Witnessi ng to the community and the 
training of members is stressed on 
Sundays and at the prayer meetings. 
A visitation program is scheduled ev
ery Thursday morning, and for men 
and youth in the evening. Area can
vassing is a lso well organized. On two 
Sunday afternoons 1 1 O members con
tacted 778 homes, offering li terature 
and the services of the church. This 
resul ted in 92 prospects. The church 
has had an overall increase of 130 
percent. It is not unusual to have a 
20 percent attendance above the mem
bership on Sunday morning. Sixty
e1ght percent o f the membership at
tends the Sunday evening service, and 
27 percent attends the mid-week 
Prayer service. Sunday school and 
Youth programs increased by 88 per
cent. We highly recommend th is pro
gram to other churches. The Rev. Wm. 
lfoover is pastor of the church. 

GROSSE POINTE, MICH. The 
Women's Missionary Society of the 
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Grosse Pointe Baptist Church and their 
guests met on Feb. 8, for a Valentine 
continental breakfast. The twelve 
churches from the Greater D etroit 
N.A.B. Union were represented and 
all the community churches were in
vited. T here was a total of 67 church
es from many denominations with 

nearly 400 women in attendance. 
Mrs. Walter Cooke, president of the 

Society, welcomed the ladies. Mrs. 
George Kypros, program chairman, in
troduced Millie Dienert of Philadelphia 
as the guest speaker. Millie is p res
ently the national consultant for Chris
tian Women's Club, which comprises 
more than 550 clubs across the United 
States. She is a mother-in-law to one 
of Billy G raham's children. Her topic 
for the morning was, "The Woman 
that God Would Have us to be." 

Pictured is Millie Dienert (third 
from the right) with the program 
committee. (Mrs. Gordon Russell, re
porter.) 

PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. On Sunday, 
March 28, the Bethel Baptist Church 
ded icated its new Sunday school wing. 
The guest speaker was the Rev. Hans 
Wilckc, our area secretary. 

The chairman of the building com
mittee gave a sketch of the completed 
building program, summing up his re
port with the information that the only 
remaining debt was the list of ac
counts payable in the amount of al
most $3000.00. In response, the offer
ing of the afternoon was $3,017 .00. 
The Rev . Arthur Schlak is pastor of 
the church. (Myrtle Ertis, reporter.) 

VANCOUVER, B.C. Ebentzer Bap
tist Church was the host for Lay In
stitute for Evangelism held March 15-
21. Staff members of Campus Cru
sade for Christ taught laymen how to 
witness to others. More than 500 reg
istered for these meetings packed with 
lectures, seminars. materials. and a 
training manual. The Rev. Paul Sie
wert is pastor of the church. (Marilyn 
Wagner. reporter.) 

CARBON, ALTA. On Feb. 28, the 
W.M.S. of the Carbon Baptist Church 
sponsored an anniversary din~er. The 
married couples, together with their 

OUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
families, sat at tables according to the 
number of years that they were mar
ried. Following the meal the ladies 
provided some spiritual food . A sum
mary was also given of our past year's 
activities. Some of our special proj
ects were: Penny-a-meal, missionary 
prayer packets, prayer partners, visit
ing the aged and reading missionary 
books. 

Our p resident, Mrs. Phyllis Buyer, 
made an appeal to our younger wom
en to help in the many worthwhile 
tasks for our Lord and Savior. The 
offering was designated for a mission
ary project. The Rev. Bert Milner is 
pastor of the church. (Mrs. Eleanor 
Milner, reporter.) 

SALEM, ORE. On Feb. 24, 1971, a 
recognition dinner was held, honoring 
many new members who had been re
ceived into the Riviera Baptist Church 
over the past several months. It is the 
custom of the church to conduct such 
a service about every six months. This 
is the second recognition dinner held 
in the past ten months during the min
istry of our pastor, Donald G anstrom. 
Forty-three members have been re
ceived in that period, 25 by baptism. 

The new year has also brought bless
ings. Our Sunday school attendance 
is up 23 percent. Several new fami
lies have started attending. Eight new 
conversions and th ree rededications 
have been the fruits of the labors of 
our pastor, teachers, and youth lead
ers. (Darlene Schirman, reporter.) 

HILDA, ALTA. The Women's Mis
sionary Society of the H ilda Baptist 
Church held their spring program on 
March 14, 197 l. T he theme for the 
even ing was "Who Cares?" A poem was 
read "He Cares." A skit enti tled 
"Share your Blessings." was presented. 
A story of how the song. "Throw Out 
the Life Line." was written was also 
presented. The Rev. J. Campbell, the 
guest speaker, gave a message based 
on the theme. T he Rev. Earl Wana
maker is pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
Alvin Reiling, reporter.) 

REGINA, SASK. On Sunday morn
ing. March 28, the Bethany Baptist 
choir. with its individual musical 
groups. the orchestra and soloists. pre
sented its J 971 Song Festival entitled: 
"Great God of Wonders." The pro
gram had been arranged in four sec
tions: Worship. God. Jesus Christ and 
the Christian Li fe. Arrangements are 
being made to render this program to 
some of our rural congregations. The 
program was arranged and compiled 
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DUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
by the Rev. Fritz Goliath, pastor of the 
church. (Sigrid Goliath, reporter. ) 

VANCOUVER, B.C. Ebenezer Bap
tist Church focused their theme for 
the month of March upon the Chris
tian Service Brigade. There a re over 
60 boys attending, with 18 men who 
give of their time and talen ts to work 
with these boys. Special events, out-

in gs, and trips, (as the one pictured 
here) a re designed to strengthen the 
character of the boys, and draw them 
in a closer walk with Jesus C hrist. 
There a re other highlights related to 
Christian Service Brigade. (Mari lyn 
Wagner , reporter.) 

INDIANAPOUS, I ::> The work on 
the new Meridian Woods Baptist 
Church is progressing. Our regular 
worship services will soon be held in 
the new church. Members and fr iends 
have helped toward the completion o f 
the church building. 

"Love One Another" has been the 
theme for the Sunday School Depart
ment contest. Our average a ttendance 
has increased as the result. 

The Rev. a nd Mrs. Harold Drenth 
were honored guests a t a birthday din
ner sponsored by the Friendship Build
ers Class. (Mrs. Lewis Gilkerson, re
porter.) 

,. "' 'TO D On Sunday, Jan. 
3 1, the Memorial Baptist Church, under 
the pastorsh ip of the Rev. and Mrs. 
A rl yn Thie lenhaus, he ld its dedicatory 
services. The Rev. Bert Jtterma n, for
mer interim pastor, gave the morning 
message. At the afternoon service the 
Rev. David Draewell brought the ded
icatory message. Edwin Rieb, Build
ing Committee Chairman, gave a re
por t of the bui ldi ng program, a nd 
Harold L ippert accepted the keys to 
the new church. Mrs. Arlyn Thie len
haus sang a solo entitled "Bless This 
House." Followi ng the service a n open 
house was held with over 600 people 
in a ttendance. In the evening, Chap
lain John Hise l. former pastor, deliv
e red the m essage. Special music was 
provided by the church choir, under 
the direction of Samuel Fu ller. This 
dedication day marks the completion 
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of a building program begun in March, 
1970. (Janet Hofer, reporter.) 

ELK GROVE, CAUF. March 8-1 2 
the First Baptist Church held a "NeV.: 
Life Campaign." Prayer ce lls in the 
homes were organized. A twenty-four 
hour prayer vigil was held on Friday 
a nd Saturday. The newest members of 
our church were special guests a t a 
get-acquainted dinner. The Rev. Wm. 
Hoover, pastor of the Sunkist Baptist 
Church of Anaheim, Calif. , was the 
evangelist. His messages were directed 
to help Christians explore the exciting 
dimensions of renewal and growth in 
grac~, and to challenge all people to 
consider the New Life if they have 
n_ever begun this t ransforming expe
nence. The Rev. Merle E. Brenner is 
pastor of the church. (Mrs. Leonard 
Fandrich, reporter.) 

MANITOWOC, WIS. The week of 
Jan. 18-23 was a very special week in 
the First Ba ptist C hurch. T wo after
noons and evenings were spent visiting 
homes with Team 1 of God's Volun
teers. On Thursday the Rev. Kenneth 
Schmuland substituted for the Rev. E. 
Kla tt who met with a minor accident 
en route to Manitowoc. Saturday and 
Sund~y. _were spent with young peo
ple v1s1tmg the inactive youth of the 
~hurch. Young people from neighbor
mg churches were in attendance for 
the Sunday afternoon meeti ng. The 
messages on Sunday were brought b 
the Rev. Da~iel F uchs. Sunday nig~ 
concluded with a dedicati· on . ' service 
and several decisions for C hrist. T he 
Rev. Bruce H uffe r is pastor of th 
ch urch . (Mrs. Alice Gates, reporter.~ 

t:' TER KA . . T he Bethany Bap
tist_ C hurch Mission Circ le celebra ted 
their 50th a nniversary exactl y 50 yea 
from the day it was organized. Thr:! 
of th~ five living members who he lped 
organize our W .M.S . were able to a t
tend. Letters were read from the other 
two. T hree other first year members 
were also specia l guests of our Mis
SJOn C ircle a t an eveni ng dinner. Let
ters from many former members were 
read. O ur specia l speaker, Mrs. Edith 
Sch roeder, gave a missionary address. 
The Rev. H. R. Zepik is pastor of the 
church. (Mrs. Melvin Schulz, report
er. ) 

l&.i "' The West Broadway 
Baptist C hurch was honored by a 
Christmas canta ta presented by the 
choir from the Zion Baptist Church 
of Okee ne, Okla. 

The 42 voice choir from Oklahom a 
Bible Academy, Meno, Okla ., pre-

sented their fi rst program of the year 
in our church on Feb. 14 . 

March 9-10, the Rev. Gilbert Gor
don, m issionary and teacher in the 
Cameroons, told us more of our mis
sion's work in Africa. He joined us 
for an appreciation dinner given by the 
Immanual Baptist Church of Loyal, 
O kla. The W .M.S. from Loyal a lso 
gave a missionary ski t. 

The young people from our church 
attended the Oklahoma B .Y.F. spring 
banquet which was hosted by the young 
people of the Zion Baptist Church at 
Okeene, O kla., on March 27. The Rev. 
Melvin Warkentin is pastor of the 
church. (D ella Bush, reporter .) 

CALGARY, ALTA. The young peo
ple at Brentview Baptist have been 
quite active these last few months on 
~oney raising projects for our bu ild
ing ~und. W hen we began these proj
ects m the begin ning of January, it was 
o~r _goal to raise $500.00 by the be
gmnmg of April. By the middle of 
March, we have shot above and be
yond this and now have over $900.00. 

We also have ou r regula r weekly Bi
ble study and prayer groups. We had 
a Leadership Training Weekend, open 
to o ther youth in the city, and a Sno
Weekend for young people in the 
~rovince. The R ev. Ronald Mayforth 
1s pastor of the church. 

STAFFORD, KANS. From Feb. 2-7 
the Calvary Bap tist C hurch held a series 
of meetings on F amily Living. The 
speaker was the Rev. Donald W. Roth , 
pastor of the Brookside Evangelical 
Mennonite C hurch, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
The theme was "God's Principles for 
Successful Fami ly Living." A question 
and answer discussion period was a lso 
held. 

On Sunday m orn ing, March 2 1, the 
Rev. James Schacher baptized eight 
young people (pictured) . They made 
their decisions d uring the services of 
God 's Voluntee rs, and a ttending mem
bership classes conduc ted by Rev. 
Schacher. 

Sunday evening, March 2 1, the 
Sterl ing College C hoir of Sterling, 
K an., gave a concert. (Mrs. O. L. St. 
John, reporter.) 

BAPTIST HERALD 

GEORG . IOWA T he Senior BYF 
group of the F irst Baptist Church had 
charge of the evening services Jan. 31. 
They presented a playlet entitled , "The 
Searcher." The setting of the play 
was a bench in the city park where a 
young m~n :on~emplates h is purpose 
and m ean mg m hfe. The offering went 
toward thei r m ission program. 

At the ann ual meeting the status of 
Honorary Deacon was conferred on 
Mr. George Winter, who served for 
many yea rs. 

Mr. Al Worthington, a former 

Minnesota Twins relie f baseball pitch
e r, was a special guest of the Senior 
BYF group a t a supper on F eb. 18. 
M r . Worthington spoke at the G eorge 
High School aud itorium . When the 
alta r call was given 34 young people 
responded. The Musical Messengers 
supplied special music. 

The combined choirs from Central 
Baptis t, Tabernacle Bap tist, and First 
Baptis t, under the di rection of Pastor 
Itterman, presented the Easter Can
tata, " Behold Your King," on April 
4 and 11. ( Mrs. John Arends Jr., 
reporter. ) 

SWAN RIVER, MAN. On Jan. 24, 
1971, the W.M.S. of the Temple Bap
t ist C hurch presented the W hite Cross 
work a nd the film, " Unto the L east 
of These," was shown. O n Feb. 9, 
the W.M.S. invited the ir husbands to 

MISS RUTH SCHLAHT, 49, of Tu rtle Lake, 
N.D., died on Oct. 15, 1970. She was born on 
Feb. 4, 1921. When she was 16 years of age she 
accepted Christ as her Savior and became a 
member of the Turtle Lake Baptist Church. Sur
viving her arc her mother. five sisters and two 
brothe~s . The. Rev. Gordon Huisinga was the 
offic1atmg m1rnstcr nt the funeral service. 

JOHN H. EDINGER. 96, of Lodi, Calif., died 
on March 26, 1971. He was born in Romania on 
Nov. 14, 1884. In 1889 he emigrated to Cathay, 
N.D. He was converted in 1903 and became a 
member of the Germantown Baptist Church in 
1904. He was elected to serve in nearly every 
oflicc in the church. In 1945 he became a mem
ber of the First Baptist Church. Lodi. Calif. 
Surviving him arc his widow, Amelia; five sons: 
Raymond, Arnold, Gordon, Joe and Calvin; 
five brothers, two sisters. ten grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. The Rev. Willis Potratz 
was the officiating minister at the fu neral scr· 
vice. 

JOHN F. SIEMENS, 79, of Chilliwack, B.C., 
died on Feb. 26, 197 1. He was born on Oct. 7, 
1885. in Russia. In 1892 he emigrated to Canada 
with his parents. He was married to Helen 
Siemens on Aug. 8, 1908. In his youth he ac
cepted Christ as his Savior. was bapt ized and 
became a member of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church. Later he joined the Victoria Avenue 
Baptist Church in Chilliwack, B.C. Surviving 
him arc his widow. Helen; six sons : Abe. Ed
ward, Leonard Ruben Milton and /\llan; 18 
srandchild ren, '16 greai-srandchildren, nnd one 
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a Valentine luncheon. The program 
centered on "H eart" and "Love." F eb. 
25, the Winnipeg Bible College Choir 
presented a program. Mar. 2-10, evan
gelistic meetings were held with the 
Rev. H. P feifer of Napoleon, N.D . 
Mar. 5, our ladies joined with ladies of 
other churches in our area in a com
bined World D ay of P rayer service. 
Mar. 25, the W .M.S. celebrated their 
25th anniversary. T he Rev. K. Red
schlag is pastor of the church. ( Mrs. 
Fred H iller, reporter.) 

ElK GROVE, CALIF. On March 
25, 1971, the W.M.S. of the First 
Baptist Church installed the officers fo r 
the new year. Ruth Kammerer was 
the installing officer. The leaders of 
the five circles we re also installed. The 
officers are: president, Annadora Fan
drich; vice president, Betty Mills; sec
retary, Marjorie Ranger; assistant sec
retary, Mary McCance; treasurer, Lu
cille Mantz; pianist, R uth Kammerer. 
T he Circle names are H annah, R achel, 
Lois, Esther and Sarah. The installa
tion theme was "Praying Hands." 

F ollowing the evening service on 
April 4, the church surprised the pas
tor, the Rev. Merle Brenner, and hon
ored him on his birthday. (Mrs. Jane 
Givens, reporter.) 

EDMONTON, ALTA. The Meadow
lark Baptist Church held a fa rewell pro
gram for the Rev. and Mrs. Sibley 

brother. The Rev. Robert Jaster was the ofliciat
ing minister at the funeral service. 

KARL HEPPERLE. 82, of Plevna. Mont., died 
on Feb. 11, 1971. He was born on Aug. 28, 
1888, in Russia. In 1903 he received Christ as 
his Savior. He was married to Elizabeth Opp of 
Eureka, S.D., in 1910. For more than 55 years 
he W3S one or the leading businessmen in 
Plevna. He was a charter member of the First 
Baptist Church begun in 1917 and served on the 
first bu ilding committee. For many years he 
held ofliccs a,s church clerk, trustee and Sunday 
scJ1ool supcrmtcnd~nl. Surviving h im arc his 
widow; th ree ch11drcn: Anhu r, Mrs. A lma 
Be.chtold, Mrs. Martha Bohlcnder; eight grand
child ren and twelve great-grandchildren. The 
pastors, Richard Lawrenz and Edward Kopf of
fic iated at the fu neral service. 

MRS. GRATUS GEERDES nee Doyle, 54, of 
Steamboat Rock, Iowa, died on March 17, 197 1. 
She was born on July 19, 1916. near Eldora, 
Iowa. In 1937 she married Gratus Geerdes. She 
was converted and baptized at the age of 10 and 
became a member of the First Baptist Church, 
Steamboat Rock, Iowa. where she later served in 
the church choir. Surviving her arc her widower. 
Gratus: one son, D onald and one s ister. T he 
Rev. Jacob Ehman was the officiating minister 
at the fu neral service. 

MRS. MARTHA NEIGER nee Heyden, 76. of 
Salem. Ore .. died Feb. 19, 1971. She was born 
near Salem, Ore .. March 27 . 1894. In 1917 she 
was married to H enry Neiger. She was baptized 
in the Christian Church and bccnmc a member 
of Riviera Bapt ist Church April I. 1945. Sur
viving her arc one daughter. Mrs. Helen Cherry. 
three grandsons. two sisters. and one brother. 
The Rev. S. Donald Ganstrom. pastor. nnd the 
Rev. Merle Wilson ofliciated at the funeral ser
vice. 

OUR CHURCHES IN ACTION 
and family o n Sunday April 4. Sev
eral members spoke and gifts were 
presented to the Si bleys. The pro
gram was preceded by a service in 
which 12 people were baptized and 
added to the church. Pastor S ibley, 
during his ministry, baptized 125 and 
added 212 to the church membership . 
We wish Pastor Sibley and family God's 
richest blessings as they move to Wau
sau, W is. 

PAUL, IDAHO The youth choir gave 
a Christmas cantata , entitled, "Petite' 
Noel," u nder the direction of Miss 
Annette Erickson . The youth were 
dressed in French costumes. The pro
gram was given by candlelight. 

A W atchnight Service was held. The 
first hour a film was shown, entit led, 
"T he Master's Face." The second hour 
was a time of Christian fellowship. The 
evening ended with testimonies and 
prayer. 

The adult Sunday school class held 
their annual "Sweet Hea rt Banquet" 
Feb. 12. The guest speaker was the 
Rev. Chester Sager, of the F irst Bap
t ist Church of Rupert. Special music 
and entertainment was p rovided. 

T he W.M.S. gave their annual pro
gram March 21. The ladies sang, and 
presented the film, "The Cameroon Col
lege S ingers." The Rev. G . G. R auser 
is pastor o f the church. ( Mrs. Leonard 
D uff, reporter.) 

THE REV. GEORGE HENSEL, 83, of Mil
waukee, Wis., died on March 15, 1971. He was 
born in 1888 in Milwaukee, Wis. As a youth he 
received Ch rist as his Savior, was baptized and 
became a member of the Temple Baptist Church, 
Milwaukee. He was called into the ministry 
and emcrcd the NAB Seminary when it was still 
in Rochester, N.Y. He also attended the Univer
sity of Rochester and Colgate-Rochester Semi
nary. A fter his ordination in 1924 he served the 
following churches: Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, Newark, N.J .. 1924-31; Immanuel Bap
tist Church, Kankakee. Ill.. 1932-43: King's High
way Baptist Church. Bridgeport, Conn., 1943-53. 
He was a member of the Board of Missions 
and for many years he served as a trustee on the 
NAB Seminary Board. For the last 18 years he 
lived in act ive ret irement as a member of the 
Temple Baptist Church. Milwaukee. \-Vis. The 
Rev. R. 1. Thompson was the ofliciating min
ister. assisted by the Rev. Daniel Fuchs who 
represented the denominat ion. 

MISS ANNA MAAS. 86. of Minnetrista. Minn., 
died on Feb. 23 , 197L She was born in Minne
trista Township on March 6. 1885. In 1899 she 
accepted Christ as her Savior, was baptized and 
became a member of the St. Bonifacius Baptist 
Church in M in netrista. Surviving her :lrc one sis
ter and one brother. The Rev. Fred E. Klein 
officiated at the funeral service. 

MRS. EVA ZOMB/\ I nee Eiler, 70, of Mil
waukee. Wis .. died on March 28. 1971. She was 
born o n July 11. 1900, in Hungary. At the age 
of 16 she accepted Ch rist :ts her personal Savior. 
In 1924 she married Heinrich Zombai. Thcv 
were blessed with seven children of who1n fivC 
h:wc p~ssc~l away. They emigrated to Milwau
k~e. Wis .. . 111 195.\. Herc she joined the German 
Z1.on Bapllst . Church. She is su rvived by her 
widower, Hc11mch: two daughters: Mrs. ·Elisa
beth Hclfcnbcm and Mrs. Kathy Lopez; 12 
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grandchildren; four great-grandchildren and one 
brother. The Rev. Helmut H . Poschwatta was 
the officiating minister at the funeral service. 

MRS. HELEN GOETSCH, 75, of Watertown, 
Wis .. passed away following a brief illness. The 
former Helen Kufahl was born in Emmet, J une 
25. 1895, and lived in Watcnown for the past 
18 years. In 1924 she married Fred C. Goetsch. 
She was a member of the First Baptist Church 
in Watertown and was active in the Sunday 
school and member or the Women's Missionary 
Society. Surviving are her widower; one son. 
Or. R. H. Goetsch; one sister and one brother. 
The Rev. Paul Meister officiated at the funeral 
service. 

MAX W. HESKE. 79, of Arnold . Pa. died on 
March 25 1971. He was born Nov. 18, 1892. in 
Germany 'and came to America in 1932. He ac
cepted the Lo rd in 1937 and united with the 
Union Baptist Church of Arnold in 1949. Max 
became a deacon and served for 22 years. He 
became the president or the Friendship Group 
which he served for 33 years. He is survived by 
his widow. Anna; a daughter. Ruth Wilson 
and 2 gro"clchildren. and one sister. The Rev. 
Allen B. Herman, pastor, and Or. Arthur Kann
wischer, former pastor, conducted the memorial 
funeral service. 

RONALD DEAN MILLER. 13. of Bismarck, 
N.D. was fatally iniured in a shooting accident 
on Nov. 15. 1970. He was born on Feb. I, 1957, 
in Tunic Lake. N.D. He accepted Christ as his 
persona l Savior. was baptized. and was a mcm· 
ber of the Bismarck Baptist Church. Surviving 
him arc his parents. Norman and Alma Miller; 
a sister, Cheryl ; three brothers. Robert. Roger. 
and Rodney: his maternal grandparents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Philip Schlinenhardt and his paternal grand
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Miller. The me
morial service was held with the Rev. Wa lter 
Dingficld officiating. 

HARRY SCHULTE, 62, or Corona. S.D., died 
o n March 24. 1971. His first and second births 
were at Creston Neb. At 12 he joined the 
Creston Bapt ist Church. At 19 he moved with 
his parents to Corona, S.D. where he was an 
active church member for 44 yea rs. Surviving 
him are his widow, Olga; one daughter, Mrs. 

Donald DcBoer: one son, Larry; five grand
children, two sisters and two brothers . Pas tor 
Lorimer Potratz officiate<! at his funeral ser
vice. 

ROS IE BRENNER nee Zeschke. 76. of Junction 
City, Kan .. died on Feb. 21. 1971. She was born 
on Jan. 12. 1895. near Bellingham, Minn. She 
was converted at the age of 15. Her family 
moved near Junction City. Kan .. in 1911, where 
she joined what is now the Highland Baptist 
Church. While visiting her son Robert in Fresno. 
Calif.. she died unexpectedly as she prepared to 
go to church. Surviving her arc two daughters. 
three sons and two sisters. The Rev. David 
Priestley was the officiating minister at the funeral 
service. 

A Ba la nce d Church Prog ram 
(Continued from page 19) 
and programmi ng of every agency, 
you a re establishing the framework 
necessary to build a purposeful min
istry viewed as a whole. 

As the ministry of the church is 
viewed in broad perspective, the board 
of Christian Education will be in a 
posit ion to carefully choose the pro
grams that will best meet the needs of 
the ju niors and compli ment the basic 
program. the Sunday school. Not all 
programs designed for use with juniors 
should be incorporated into the min
istry of the church; fur the rmore, few 
churches could adequately provide con
sis ten t leadership for such a variety 
of programs. Only those programs 
which will provide balance in relation 

to your present program should be in
corporated. 

Afte r planning and selecting care
fully for a ministry for juniors, a bal
anced program can be maintained on
ly if those involved in the leadership 
of the various programs keep informed 
about the total program. This is where 
the three or fou r meetings a year 'wi ll 
be beneficial. 

As you evalua te your church's min
istry and make adjustments, plan for 
balance, purposefulness and wholeness. 
God wi ll bless your efforts as you plan 
under the guidance of the Holy Sp ir
it. D 

Ct-iUCl\L~ 
WITti 1312U~() 
Pa t: "My ambi tion is to go to the Holy 
Land, climb Mt. Sinai and read the 
Ten Commandments for myself." 
Mike: "Why don't you just stay in 
Boston and keep them." 

It's all right for the m inister to use a 
little humor and make people laugh, 
then when their mouths a re open give 
them something to chew on. 

How to Kill a Chu rch in Te n Easy Le sson s 

(Continued from page 5) 

9 in this manual, you can immobilize the parish. T he 
status quo has been declared to be an untenable alte r
native. T he members have voted down the proposal for 
change. No one can do a nything except to throw up 
thei r hands and walk away. 

able. Don't use offering envelopes, t hey cost money. 
Don' t bother with an every member canvass every year. 
Once or twice a decade is often enough. People don't 
like to be asked for money. When you do go out to ra ise 
money, keep the emphasis on "paying the bills," not on 
what your church is doing in terms of m ission or m inis try. 
This emphasis on maintaining the institution is a very 
effective method of p lacing a low cei ling on giving. 

Discourage efforts at vis itation evangelism. People 
know where your church is. If they want to come, the 
door is open. If they won't come of thei r own volition 
they probably will be poor members. 

Never provide training opportunities for persons who 
accept new responsibilities in the chu rch . Le t them learn 
as you did. Self-taught on-the-job traini ng encourages 
self-reliance. 

In planning for tomorrow, do so with confidence! 
Don't leave any more options o pen for tomorrow's de
cis ion m akers than absolutely necessary. Operate on the 
assumption that tomorrow's leaders in your parish can
not be trusted beca use they will have less knowledge. less 
wisdom. less dedication , less interest and less concern fo r 
the church than today's leaders. 

When you find that it is impossible to mainta in the 
s tatus quo, put the ques tion fo r the proposed change in 
this form, " Do you favor this propos<1 l for change? 

Yes No." Since most people will te nd to vote 
no. especially if you have followed lessons 3. 4 , 7 and 
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Kee p the membe rs confused on purpose and p r iorities, 
on the difference between end and means. A good ex
ample is a proposal for an add ition to the bu ilding. Build 
the addi tion and fi t t he new program (if a ny mo ney or 
e nergy is left for init ia ting n ew programs ) into the bu ild 
ing. D o n' t build program fi rst and construc t the building 
to house the program later. 

Some of you m ay la ugh at these te n lessons. Don't! 
They have been developed by the th ree to four thousand 
congregations t ha t go out of bus iness every year. T hey 
arc based o n a solid fou ndation of exper ience. E ach 
lesson is very easy to follow! 

A L ESSO N F R OM T H ESE LESSONS? 

Ts there a lesson in these lessons? I believe the re is. 
I am not interested in closing churches nor in e ncourag
ing churches to close. T presume you a lso a re more in
terested in s trengthen ing and reinforcing the m inistry of 
the loca l church than in closing churches. 

If you do share this interest, the re is a lesson here . 
T hat lesson is a very simple one. T hese a re the ways 
that have been used, always unintentionally, a nd usually 
with the best of intentions, by church m embers to send 
thei r own parish to a premature - and often unnecessary 
- death. Are you following any of these lessons in 
your parish? D 

BAPTIST HERALD 

"Strategy 
Sessions for 

Chrislian 
Educalion" 

The Committee members are (/. to r.): 
the Rev. Donald Richter; the Rev. Irvin 
H . Schmuland, vice chairman; Mr. 
Wayne H eringer; the Rev. Bruce A. 
Rich; the R ev. Norman Miller, chair
man; the Rev. H enry G. Ramus; Mr. 
Al Bibelheimer; Mr. Reuben Ziolkow
ski; Prof. Arnold Rapske; Miss Doro1hy 
Pri1zkau; the R ev. James DeBoer. Dr. 
Floyd E. Moore who is also a commit
tee member is not pictured. 

by Henry G. Ra mus 

The General Christio n Education Committee convened , in Forest Pork, on February 
12. 13, 1971, for its annual meeting. It wos a unique strolegy session in severa l 

respects. . · 
This was the first an nua l meeting of the new, smaller, six-member Committee 

(pictu red) approved and e lected by the 1970 Genera l Conference at W innipeg. 
Meeting in the month of February, for a two-day session, was a change from the 
usua l meeting held in December. The age nda called for_ a joint meeting with the 
Roger W illiams Press Boord for port of its sessions lo ~1scuss a matte r of mu:ual 
concern. The meeting was also un ique from the standpoint of the recommendations 
and octions the committee approved. . . 

Concerning Campus Ministry, a six-step progrom, 01med at encouro~ing every 
church and astor 10 corry on 0 ministry to o il students, was o~o.pted 1~ place of 
th · p f us chaplains The Director of Youth Ministry will o ttempt e appointment o comp · · d c 
to establ ish on ogreeoble working re lationship with the Inter-Varsity on ompus 
C d · 1 f rther enhance our ministry to students. It was recommended ruso e ogenc1es o u 1 1 1 

d $1 500 
to the General Counci l thot we send portiol financio support, no_ o excee_ , , 
t th d · · t agencies designated for North American Bopt1st young o ese stu ent minis ry ' · d d 
P h k. ful l time with e ither of these agencies, an prorate at o ersons w o ore wor 1ng -
maximum of $300 for any one worker. 

Some of the other matters opproved, by the committee, were these: 
Th s d h o ls in their enrollment statistics, begin reporting their over-

- at un day sc 
0 

th' er tha n enrollment figures so tha t we have a realistic age otten once, ro . ' 
indication of ou r actua l effectiveness. . . . . 

_ Thot the General Christian Education Committee d iscontinue sponso~ing only 

h . . ·eels and encouroge Sunday schools to adopt pro1ects thot 
t ree m1ss1on pro1 ·1 bl 
ore of interest to them from the total list avo1 o e . h b d . d f S . 

- That o more effective, creotive and brooder approac e .devl1~e or cffript~re 
d h t shore with our churches helpful gu1 e ines on e ect1ve memory on t a we . 

Scripture memory programming. ·1 bl d h. 
_That Success W ith Youth, Inc. material be made ovo1 a e on a rop-s 1p 

b ·s through Roger Williams Press. . . . 
T~si the courses offered by the Evangel ica l Teacher Training Assoc10-

- . 
01 

we uhse ter·a l for our Leadership Tra ining Program and that other lion as t e core ma 1 
, I t d books be added from other sources. 

supp eme0t_ory s u Yf Ad It M·nistry the Rev. Dona ld Richter, be the Christion 
- That the Director o u 1 ' · h h h b . t' presentotive to work wit I e I ree-mem e r com-Educot1on Deportmen s re . . 

mittee of the Baptist Men's O rgon1zot1on. 0 
ii· the Director of Childrl'll's Ministry in the Department 

Th e R ev. Henry G. R a111us · I A . Baplii·t General Conference 
of Christian Education of the Nori 1 m encan · . 
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NEWS~VIEWS 
Number of Impriso ned 
Said Decl ining 
A British Baptist leader, who visited 
Russia, believes that the number of im 
prisoned dissident Baptists in the USSR 
has declined from at least 200 to 
around 60. 

D avid S. Russell , London, general 
secretary of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and I reland, was accompanied 
by two other English Baptists to Mos
cow and Leningrad. During R ussell's 
visit in the Baltic republics, he also 
preached to Baptist congregations. 

The dissident Baptists, a 1961 split 
from the officially registered All-Union 
Council of Evangel ical Christians-Bap
tists. have protested what they called 
too close contacts between the official 
movement and Russian government. 

R ussell quoted the official Baptist 
group·s leaders as reporting that "more 
and more of the initiatives are again 
seeking fellowship" and reinstatement 
in the registered union. 

"Reference has been made to re
strictions placed on the people's free
dom in the churches of the USSR. 
These are considerable, particularly 
when viewed through the eyes of Brit
ish Baptists." Russell continued. 

"1 n spite of these restrictions. how
ever. Russian Baptists are permitted to 
make converts among their neighbors 
and indeed do so." he said. 

The Kiev church in the Ukraine has 
baptized 76 persons in 1970 . including 
45 young people. according to Russell. 
Jn Leningrad. we heard of around 300 
people being baptized since 1967 and 
another 33 waiting to be baptized," he 
reported . 

H e asked British Baptists to show 
more good will toward R ussian Baptists, 
to be less ready to condemn or criti
cize them. and to pray for them. 
(EBPS ) 0 

Gospel Lig ht Publications 
Has New Home 
GOSPEL Light Publications has a new 
home. 

As a resul t of the disastrous earth
quake February 9, 1971 , the head
quarters building of Gospel Light Pub
lications was declared unsafe and has 
been razed. Gospel Light Publica tions 
and its affi liated organizations have 
acquired a six-story building in the 
heart of downtown Glendale which 
formerly housed the Glendale main 
omce of the Bank of America . 

G / L's new headquarters building. 
one of Glendate·s prominent land
marks, is a substantial reinforced con-
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crete structure and received only minor 
surface damage from the earthquake. 
Being in the center of Glendale, the 
building has been appropriately named 
The Glendale Center Building. 

Necessary remodeling and renova
tion of the building is in progress and 

7- 11 -due for completion by fall of 1971. 
The Executive offices, Reception area, 
Conference Rooms and Marketing 
and Sales functions will be on the 
sixth floor ; Finance, Personnel, D ata 
Processing, Service, Purchasing and 
Order Departments will be on the fifth 
floor; Editorial and Production De
partments will be on the fourth floor. 

The affiliated organizations include 
the Internationa l Center for Learning 
to be on the sixth floor; GLINT 
(Gospel Literature International) and 
the Henrietta C . Mears Memorial Li
brary on the second floor. A large 
assembly-dining room, Mears Hall. 
will also be on the second floor. The 
balance of the second floor as well as 
the third floor and ground floor wil l 
be leased to compatible businesses and 
organizations requiring convenie nt and 
reasonable office facilities. 

It is located midway between G / L's 
former headquarters and warehouse 
and is convenient to m unicipa l park
ing and the freeway network of South
ern California. 

"We recognize the providence of 
God," Cyrus N . Nelson , G/ L's Presi
den t stated, "in enabling us to acquire 
a new home so quickly. The delay in 
moving could have been a serio us 
interruption in our ministry. The 
problems inherent in moving have 
been minimized and sorely needed ad
ditional space for growth has been 
provided." 

"We a re pleased that we were able 
to purchase the bui !ding and begi n the 
work of renovation immediately," Wil
liam T. Greig, Jr. G / L's Executive 
Vice President commented. "We be
lieve that when modernization is com
pleted and our creative and business 
divisions of more · than JOO people , 
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plus an additional l 00 related tenants 
are actively e ngaged here, Gospel 
Light will make a significant contribu
tion to the general economy of down
town Glendale." 

An appropriate Service of D edica
tion for the Glendale Center Building 
will be held on Wednesday, October 
27, 1971 , the birthday of Dr. Hen
rietta C. Mears, the founder of Gos
pel Light Publications. 

Founded in 1933, Gospel Light is 
completing its 38th year in business 
and its 15th in Glendale. Dr. Cyrus 
N. Nelson of Glendale is President of 
Gospel Light and Will iam T. Greig, 
Sr., also of Glendale, is Chairman of 
the Board. The company is interna
tionally known for its publications of 
Christian books and Bible lesson mate
ri_als . for churches and religious orga
nizations. 

In addition to the Glendale staff 
G/ L has approximatel y 75 representa~ 
tives and consultants throughout the 
country under the direction of three 
regi?nal ?ir~ctors located in Pennsyl
vania, Illmo1s and California. Distri
bution centers for Engl ish language 
maten als are located th roughout the 
United States and in Toronto, London, 
Johannesburg, Tokyo, Sydney and 
Aukland. The company's products are 
regularly shipped to 85 countries of 
the world. In addition the Living Word 
c_urricu_lum, Regal books and Vaca
tion Bible School materials are being 
translated i_nto over 55 languages, on 
every continent and behind the iron 
curtain. D 

Moody Gets 
New President 
Elner Edman, chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of Moody Bible Institute 
announced April 13, 197 1, that th~ 
Board has elected Dr. William Cul
bertso.n, Chancellor and Dr. George 
Sweeting. President of the Institute. 

The office of Chancellor is a newly 
~reated post an? Dr. Culbertson, pres
ident of MBI since 1948 will serve in 
special capac!ties. The two new ap
pointments wi ll be effective August I 
1971. ' 

Mr. Sweeting, presentl y senior min
ister of the Moody Memoria l Church of 
C hicago, was born, raised and educated 
in the east. He studied at Gordon Col
lege. Bi ~lica l Seminary, Northe rn Bap
tist Sem inary and New York Univer
si ty. He is also a 1945 gradua te of the 
institute. 

(Co111i11ued 011 page 13) 

by Paul Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it. 

"Abortion - and Woman's Soul" was 
the title of a heart-rending article that 
appeared in a major newspaper recent
ly, bringing to light the terrifying con
sequences of our modern libertinism. 

In Canada, with the liberalization of 
abortion laws in 1970, it is possible 
for almost any female to acquire an 
abort ion legally, and on her own terms. 
It is now calculated that far more 
abortions are taking place than chil
dren born. 

It is easy to moralize by saying that 
at least we are doing something about 
the population explosion problem and 
making provisions that women need 
no longer be at the mercy of the 
butchering illegal abortion ists. But the 
problem is not that simple. 

Dr. Ju lius Fogel, of Washington's Co
lumbia Hospital, after much research, 
said: "I th ink every woman - has a 
trauma a t destroying a pregnancy. A 
level of humanness is touched. This is 
a part of her own life. She destroys 
a pregnancy, she is destroying herself. " 
He goes on to say that a psychological 
~esidue is le ft that never stops accus
ing her. 

Certainly serious consideration 
should be given to abortion when the 
mother's life is at stake, or the un
born child is defo rmed beyond any 
c_hance of reasonable living. But abor
~ 1on as a quick solution out of a jam, 
is no solution at a ll. There are more 
honorable alternates. 

It appears that the Nazi program of 
extermination that we so righteously 
condemned by our society, no longer 
has an edge on us. We have come of 
age! May God help us! D 

The Rev. Paul Siewert is rhe pastor 
of !he Ebenezer Baptis1 Church, Van
couver, B.C. In this column Mr. Sie
wert analyzes current religious news of 
his choice. 

BAPTIST HERALD 

• The Rev. Clarence Walth, who be
gan as the north-central area secre
tary April 1, 197 1, will move to 1343 
North 23rd St., Bismarck, N.D. 58501, 
effective June 15, 1971. 
• Th e Rev. Edgar Klatt expresses 
thanks and appreciation to all who 
prayed , sent cards, letters and tele
grams for his recovery from the in
juries he suffered in a car accident in 
January 1971. H e has fully recovered. 
• The R ev. Paul Meister has accepted 
the call to become the pastor of the 
H illcrest Baptist Church, Cleveland, 
Ohio, effective June 1, 1971. He pre
viously served the First Baptist Church 
of Watertown, Wis. 
• The R ev. H enry U11ra11 has resigned 
from the Fort George Baptist Church, 
to go into evangelistic work. 
• Mr. Jim Green, a graduate of the 

North American Baptist Seminary has 
accepted the call to become the assis
tant to the pastor of the Bethel Bap
tist Church, Anaheim, Calif., effective 
July 1, 1971. 
• Mr. Phyllip Putz, a graduate of 
the North American Baptist Seminary, 
has accepted the call to become the 
minister of Christian Education of the 
F irst Baptist Church, Elk Grove, Calif., 
effective Sept. 1, 1971. 
• The R ev. Jim DeBoer has accepted 
the call to become the pastor of the 
Sherwood Park Baptist Church, Gree
ley, Col. , effective June 13, 1971. He 
has been serving as director of Chris
t ian education of the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, B.C. 
• Th e Rev. George Conway has re
signed from the F irst Baptist Church, 
Dickinson County, Hope, Kan. 
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Whot·s Hoppening 
• The Rev. and Mrs. M ervin Kra
mer, D enver, Col., announce the birth 
of a son, David A llen, born April 22, 
1971. 
• The Rev. and M rs. L eo Reck, Bell
wood, Ill. , announce the birth of a 
daughter, Laura Jeanne, born April 
21 , 1971. 

Cordial / nvilation 
T he Calvary Baptist Church, Wetaski
win, Alta., Canada, cordially invites all 
former pastors, members and friends 
to attend their 75th anniversary ser
vices July 9-11, 1971. 

• Miss Marie Wagenaar, director of 
Christian education of the Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Kankakee, Ill. , was 
named D.C.E. of the year by the 
Greater Chicago Sunday School Asso
ciation at their annual sessions in April. 
Miss Wagenaar is pictured below. 

Dates of Green Bay Baptist Camp 
Plan now to attend at least one 

week of your summer vacation at 
G reen Bay Baptist Camp located beside 
Lake Okanagan, in beautifu l British Co
lumbia, Canada. 
July 3-10- Boys' Camp (age 9-12 ) 
July 10-1 7 - Girls' Camp (age 9-12) 
July 17-24 -Teener's Camp (age 13-

15) 
July 24-31 - I G erman Family Camp 
July 31 -Aug. 7 - II German F amily 

Camp 
Aug. 7-14-0pen Camp 
Aug. 14-2 1 - 1 Engl ish Family Camp 
Aug. 21-28 - II English Family Camp 
Aug. 28-Sept. 6 - Young People's 

Camp (ages 16 and over) 
For more information regarding reg

istration forms and deposits contact: 
Miss Beverly Lueck. 6858 Fraser St .. 
Vancouver 15, B.C . 

Some of the camp facilities will be 
ava ilable during J une and September. 
Detailed information is available from 
the resident caretaker. Mr . Remple. 
R.R. No. I , Westbank, B.C. 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 

A Simpler 
Life Style 

H arvey Cox, who has been experi
menting with a simpler life style ac
cording to the January 6 Christian 
Century, was recently asked about his 
new home in which the telephone and 
a number of other pieces of modern 
equi pment were taken out. He re
plied : "About fi ve years ago I decided 
to get a n unlisted phone number be
cause I could not stand the consta nt 
interruptions, the arrogance of the tele
phone, the fact that r cou ld n't finish 
tell ing my chi ldren a bed time sto ry or 
get through a meal. let a lone read a 
book or do anything. So we had a n 
unl isted number. 

"When we moved to Cam br idge 
we decided we would try to live for a 
w.hile without a telephone, just as a 
~ ind of experiment in - all right, call 
it technological asceti cism. What's it 
like to have to walk over to see some
body? If somebody has to break an 
appoin tment, they have to se nd some
body to tell you or they just don't 
come a.nd you do something else. What 
would it be like to reo rganize your life 
at that rathe r simple level without the 
telephone? How much inconvenience 
is it and how much convenience? 

"Well, we've been livin g withou t a 
telephone for several months. a nd I 
want to tell you that it is fantas ti c. 
You know the instan taneous kind of 
littl e leap people make when the tele
phone. rings - away from any con
versation. away from anyth ing they're 
domg because they have to answer 
that cursed telephone. T he ti nkle o f 
that little bell is not heard at our 
house. T here are people who even 
stop pray ing to answer the telephone. 
It's a grea t interrupter. 

"There are telephones down the street 
from our house; if we reall y have to 
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make a call we walk down and put a 
dime in and make the call . But we 
don 't have a telephone in our house, 
and so far it has been 99 percent 
beneficial and only 1 percent inconve-
nient. 

"But we're not saying we've taken 
a vow of poverty, celibacy and no 
t~lephone ; we're engaged in an expe
riment to see what it's like to live 
without a telephone, and so far we've 
made it. 

"We also - I was going to say we 
also got r id of our television but we 
didn't have to get rid of it.' It was 
stolen, twice, and after the second 
time we decided no t to replace it. 
And we are under some pressure from 
our children now; not an inordinate 
k~nd of pressure but at least a little 
bit of pressure to get a television 
¥!e've been without one for seven o; 
~1ght months. They don't really miss 
1t as much as they think they do. They 
find all so rts ~f thin~s to do; they do 
much more with their hands, making 
models and sculpting. They' re no t re
ally bored at all. But they occasion-
ally "H "f say, ey, 1 we had a television 
we could watch Sesame Street"_ you 
kn~w, . appealing to our educational 
preiud1ces. 

"I don't think I want to inflict o n 
my children never having a television 
set, and it could well be that we' ll get 
one. I'm no t against that. H owever 
if we get one, we have agreed noV.: 
that as a famil y we will sit down a t 
the beginning of the week a nd decide 
what we're going to watch. 

" ~ also find that I have broken the 
ha bit o f having to watch the news 
all the time. I don 't miss it at all . I 
can buy a newspaper occasionally and 

g~ne ra ll ~ hear if a de Gaulle 'or a 
Ja 01s ~oplin dies. I think we vastly 
overestimate how important it is to 
know insta ntly d it-dit-dit-dah-dit the 
latest news every 30 minutes. I re
a ll y think you have a much calmer 
~ore stable wa y of relating to s ig~ 
mfican t problems if you're no t co n
stantly inundated by all those news 
broadcasts. " 

T his kind of action by o ne fa mily 
should promp t some of us to question 
our pattern of living. Is there a s im
pler and even better way than the 
lates t up-to-date thing to do? Some 
of us .will try to brea~ the hectic pace 
by . go ing camping dunng our vacation. 
This can be refreshi ng. But maybe 
when we get back home, we should 
also assess our patte rn to see if it 
could not be s impl ified for our per
sona l benefit and for progress in the 
cause of Christ. - JB 

OIPIEN 
DilAlOGUIE 

letters to the editor 

Dear editor, "As a conscientious Chris
ti an mother and S.S. teacher, I must 
comment on the article 'Christian -
Baptist - Pacifist?' I am so glad that 
the BAPTIST HERALD is coming out 
with articles such as this. It's time we 
as Christians as a denomination take a 
stand against the injustices (namely 
~he Vietnam war) our nation persists 
In. 

"In reference to the letter written 
in the March issue, I don't think we 
can ease our conscience about killing 
by quoting Ex. 21: 12 for then we can 
a lso quote Ex. 21: 17 (RSV) 'Whoever 
curses his father or mother shall be 
put to death.' When Jesus came, he 
showed us a better way of dealing with 
our enemies - Jove. 

"I grant you, there may(? ) be times 
that we as a nation must take up the 
sword, but it seems to me it has got
ten out of control. T he incidences o f 
violence within our own country would 
surely indicate we a re reaping what 
we have sown. 

"Thank you for this fine article. 
The updating of the BAPTIST H ERALD 

has really made it relevant for today. 
Not that Christ's message hasn 't al
ways been relevant, but the way it's 
presented makes the difference. For 
the _first time m y young people are 
readmg it. 

"I. want to say also how much I ap
preciate Dr. Borchert's column. It has 
been a great help to me." Mrs. Fred 
Edzards, Emery, S.D. D 

D ear ed itor : "What is God asking us 
to tackle, by His Grace, this year? 
( R~: . January 197 1 Baptist H erald 
Ed1ton al) Exactly the same things he 
asked His people to tackle almost 2000 
years ago : "Go ye in to all the world, 
and p reach the Gospel to every c rea
ture." Mark 16 : 15 (even in our own 

churches in Canada and the Uni ted 
States ) 

"Today we MUST have (1) 2 1st 
century "swinger" hymna ls or e lse our 
over-fed . over-indulged society could 
not comm unicate thei r awareness. ( !) 

"Today we MUST have (2) our Holy 

BAPTIST HERALD 

Scriptures written in the lingo of the 
street and or the slums or else our 
over-fed, over-indulged society could 
not understand the Word of God.(!) 

"Today we MUST have (3) ultra 
modern edifices to replace our church
es because how could our over-fed , 
over-indulged society fit into our close
ly spaced, economically built accom
modations of today and yesterday?(!) 

"Yes, my brethren, today we MUST 
have ( 4 ) everything, EXCEPT God 
in His sanctuary, in orde r to entice 
our over-fed, over-indulged society to 
enter therein.( !) Don't you think it 
is about time we tried the seemingly 
impossible - Go on a diet of the Holy 
Scripture and prayer and fasting." Ida 
Hoffman, Morris, M an. D 

Dear editor: "Although I enjoy the 
BAPTIST H ERALD I do have a complaint 
to m ake. This complaint comes not 
only from myself but quite a few of 
my friends who h ave subscribed to the 
BAPTIST H ERALD. 

"The information on the churches 
is very good, but why is it so late in 
being printed. Surely there is no ex
cuse for information being published 
up to six months after it has occurred. 
Frankl y, by that time the interes t has 
waned to zero. Is it not possible to 
speed up the printing of the material 
on the churches? I am sure any im
provement in this area will be appre
cia ted by your readers." Wenzel B an
ik, Edmonton, Alta. 0 
(Editor's Note : N o church reports are 
being delayed anymore. Every repor.t, 
received by the 15th of a month 1~tl l 
be published in the next forth comrng 
iss11e six \\leeks hence. ) 

Dear edito r: "This is just a little com
ment on the "Our Churches in Action" 
section. I have rarely been impressed 
by the pictures of Baptismal cand idates 
that appear therein, simply because so 
many of the candidates are child ren. 

"Although I grant every Bapt_ist the 
r ight to h is own convictions with re
gard to the age o f baptismal candi
dates I do wish we were at tunes 
more' honest about them. To c all chil
d re n 'young people' and ' young men' 
- as has been done o n p. 26 of the 
Dec. issue - is me re wishful thinking. 

" May the difficult ies and frustra
tions we experience in our a ttem~ts 
to win young me n and wome n to Chn st 
never be a llowed to drive us into hy
pocrisy. A juggling of terms will not 
solve the problem!" Gerh~rcl K alm
bach, pastor, Windso r, Ontano. 0 

l une 1971 

A REVIEW OF SUPERSTAR OPERA 
by Arthur Garling 

F ew musical works have caused as 
much stir a mong Christians as Jesus 
Christ Superstar. This rock opera 
about the P assion of Christ is consid
ered by many to be offensive and blas
phemous. But no sensible person, 
however pious, should consider it in
significant. For it represents a youth 
culture which is at the same time both 
disillusioned with the organized Church 
and obsessed with the need for spiri
tual experience. 

In the S11perstar opera the crowd 
cries out to Jesus, "Will you touch, will 
you mend me Christ / Won't you 
touch, will you heal me Christ," a 
line which is re-echoed in other pop
ular songs. F or example, "I really 
want to feel you, I really want to see 
you, Lord" is found in a recent pop
ular hit by the Beatles' George Har
rison. 

C hristians who are not immediately 
offended by the music of Superstar 
will discover that much of the dia
logue is inaccurate . Judas is repre
sented as a victim of circumstances, a 
well-intentioned man to whom G od is 
unfair. The disciples' imperfections are 
exaggerated by the suggestion that 
they were drunk a t the Last Supper. 
And Christ's divinity is questioned by 
the implication that H e was deluded 
into believing that He was really G od. 
Also, the opera ends wi th Christ in 
the grave; no reference is made to 
the Resurrection. 

D espite such unfaithfulness to the 
Biblical record, we should not quickly 

The R ev. Arthur Garling is the pas
tor of the T1Vin Groves Baptist Church, 
Buffalo Grove, ll/inois. 

dismiss Superstar. For the pre-cruci
fixion days of Christ can come alive 
for the person who understands con
temporary music, despi te the inaccura
cies, in much the same way that see
ing "Ben Hur" or "Ten Command
ments" can help one visualize Bible 
times, despite the historical fabrications 
found in them. 

For example, the anger of Christ 
in casting the moneychangers out of 
the Temple and His agony in the G ar
den are stirringly captured in Super
star. And any believer who has wept 
with God over the superficiality of 
many professing Christi ans, would 
weep again upon hearing the crowd 
sing, "Christ you know I love you I 
Did you see I waved? / I believe in 
you and God I So tell me that I'm 
saved." 

But there is a more telling argu
ment for tak ing S11perstar seriously. 
Ignorance on the part of pastors, youth 
sponsors and parents will not cause it 
and other pieces of contemporary mu
sic to pass from the youth scene. 
Young people are bombarded with it 
from a ll sides. Since they must. as 
Christians , learn to be discr iminating 
in their approach to music, someone 
with maturity and Christian perspec
tive should be available and knowl
edgeable to help them . 

Finally, we who are committed to 
Jesus Christ should be thankful that a 
large segment of today's young people 
are asking the right question: Who 
will meet my need for spi ritual experi
ence? A nd we should be prayerful 
that God will raise up more who will 
present T he A nswer, some of them 
even through contemporary music. D 

BAPTIST TOURS FOR 1971 
INCLUDES JET AIR PLUS LAND ARRANGEMENTS FROM AND RETURN TO LOS 
ANGELES. THESE ARE LOW COST, QUALITY TOURS. 

GRAND TOUR OF EUROPE, 22 Doys, 8 Countries, Lv. July 31, only $839 
GRAND TOUR OF SCANDINAVIA, 22 Doys, 7 Countries, Lv. Aug. 2 1, only $895 
CIRCLE PACIFIC (Honolulu, Jopon, Toiwon, Hong Kong, Bang kok, Singapore, 

Austrolio , New Zeolond, Fiji), 30 Doys, Lv. Oct. 20 , $1,750 
BEAUTIFUL HAWAII, 11 Doys, 4 Islands, Lv. Aug. 16, $425 
HOLY LAND AND EUROPE, 22 Doys from New York, Lv. July 19, $ 1,145 

(Rome, Athe ns, Israel, Coiro, Luce rne , Lisbo n) 

WRITE TODAY FO R BROCHURES: Be rger Tours, 5636 Norwich Ave., Von Nuys, 
Calif. 9 1401 • Te l: (213) 786-3623 
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LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER 
These low American Plan rates include lodging, meal cost of $4.75 p e r day and mcdical·travcl insurance. Summer conference and 
Visitor fees ore extra. 

RATES PER DAY - PER PERSON SPECIAL FAMILY RATES 
fam ilies of four (4) or more (two par· 
cnts and teenage or younger children) 
shall receive a 20°/o reduction on any 
American Pion rote from June 26 
through August 27. 

FOR NAB 3 or more 2 1 

FAMILY 
CONFERENCE 
(Includes pastor's conference) 

GREEN LAKE 
W ISCONSIN 

JULY l 0-16, 1971 

ABBEY AREA (For Abbey Arco Conferences Only) 
Oberlin Lodge · · ······ · ··················································· 
William Carey Holl {west wing) ............................... . 
William CareY Holl (center wing) ............................. . 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY AREA 
ROOMS WITH CENTRAL BATH 

Cottages 
Moore, Parsons (bunk beds) .. ... 

Bruce Kinney Rooms .. 
Dormitory (men only in 21 bed ro~·.:s:,')" :."::::: .. 

Morehouse ·· ···· ·· ····· · ··············· .................. . 
Brayton Case, John Clarke Lodge ....................... .. . 

ROOMS WITH SEMI-PRIVATE BATH 
Cotta go 

Sunshine .. . 
Houses 

Log House .. .................... . 
Barbour, Broaddus, Jackson .............................. . 
Sounders, Burton ................................................. . 
Dowson, De lmor, Montgomery ........................... . 
Robbins, Lawson, Onckcn, Stambough ... . 

ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATH 
Covenant ............... ........................ . 
Roger Williams Inn - Forest View ....................... .. 

Loke View .......................... . 
Corner .. .. ............................ . 

Lieder Haus ...................................... . 

HOUSEKEEPING COTIAGES ANO CABINS 

per ro om 
s 9.00 

11.00 
7.00 

s 7 .00 

9.00 

9.25 

7.00 
7.50 
9.25 

10.00 
10.00 

12.00 
13.00 
14.00 
12.00 

A limite d number ore available for 4, 6, 8 persons at $12.00 
(central both) lo S20.00 {private both) per unit , per day 
with blankets, line ns, and kitchen equipment. (Meals may 
be token at the Inn at cost up to $4.75 per day) 

BEEBE TRAILER COURT 
For mobile homes and travel trai lers. S2.75 per day per 
trailer for 2 persons, and 75c for each additional adult, 
and 50c for each child 3 through 11 years, and no charge 
under 3 years. Electricity is available at each s ite and a 

pe r room 
Sl0.00 

12.00 
8.00 

s 8.00 
8.25 
8.25 
9.00 
9.75 

10.00 

7.75 
8.25 
9.75 

10.50 
10.50 

9.50 
14.00 
15.00 
16.00 
14.00 

per room 
S12.00 

14.00 
9 .00 

s 9.50 
9.75 
9.75 

lQ.50 
11 .50 

11 .50 

9.50 
10.00 
11.50 
12.50 
12.50 

11.50 
17.00 
18.00 
19.00 
16.00 

CHILDREN'S RATES ANO FEES 
Rotes: Ages 3 through 11 years in 
room with parents, V2 the "2 per 
room" rote. Under 3, Sl.00 Rer day 
for bed and crib, no charge for meals. 
•fees: For ages 2 through 17, $6.00 
a week for first child, 112 for each 
additional child up to and including 
7th child which is maximum fee 
cha rged any one family. If less than 
a week, Sl.00 per doy for first child 
and 1f2 for additional chi ldren as 
above. 

•ADULT FEES 
If attending conference - Full Confer. 
cncc fee. Sec schedule. 
If Visitor - $2.00 per day with 0 
maximum of Sl 0.00 for the week. 

CANCELLATIONS 
A fu ll refund will be mode up to one 
month prior to reserved dote. If less 
than one months notice is given, 
$4.00 per adult w ill be retained. No 
refund if less than two weeks. 

ut ility house provides rest rooms and showers. For sites 
with water end sewer, the rate is $3.00 per day. Please 
specify if w ate r and sewer connection is needed. No picnic 
tables in area. 

TENT CAMPING AREA 
For tents and comping trailers, $2.25 per day for 2 persons 
and 50c per day for ea ch additional person. No charge fo r 
chi ldren under 3. Utility house at site wilh water, showers, 
lavatories and toi lets. Picnic table at each location. 

Lost Nome First 
Mr. Mrs. Dr. Rev. Miss 

Send this registration form and a $5.00 check to 
D D D D D American Baptist Assembly, Green Lake, Wisconsin 54941 

Age : If Youth ............ and grade in foll .......... . 

Stre et and Number .. ... ......... ......................... ...................................... ............................. . 

City and State ...................................................... ......... ....... Zip Code ......... .................... . 

Nome of Church ........... ..................................................... check if minister's family O 

Arrival Dote ............................................ ................................. B ........ L ......... . O .......... . 
{before which meal?) 

Departure Dote ................................................ ..................... B .......... L .......... O ...... . 

LIST HOUSING PREFERENCE 

1. 

2. 

(ofter which meal?) 

3. ····························································· .......................................................................... . 

I plan to room with ............. .. ........................................................................ ................ . 

N.A.B. Family Conference 
NAME OF CONFERENCE: 

Baptist Herold 

Children accompanying parents: 

Nome Age & Grode in Fall 

TRANSPORTATION 

Arriving By: Auto 0 Bus 0 Train 0 Plane D Flight No . ...... . 

Please Meet Mc At ..................................... ................. .... ................ . 

AM ................. . 

Dote .......................................... Time........................ PM ................. . 

(Please do not write in this space) 

7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, lllinois 60130 -
Non-profit organization. 
Second class postage 
paid at Forest Park, Illinois 60130 
and at additional mailing offices. 
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