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Now make your own 
DECORATOR CANDLES 

Group C: 

I I I I 
YOUR CHOICE OF 2 SETS OF MOLDS, 
PLUS 3 SCENTED CANDLE DYES AND YOUR 
OWN CREATIVE CANDLE MAKING BOOK 
-TOGETHER WORTH $15 OR MORE RETAIL­
ALL FOR ONLY 

Square Taper 61/2" Hexagon Taper 5" Square Taper 5" Round Taper $9.95 $1.75 10 oz. $1.50 12 oz. $1.25 6 oz. $1 .50 10 oz. 

It's as easy as boiling water! Nothing could be sim pler­

or more satisfying - than making your own scented 

decorator candles with our two-piece, three­

dimensional plastic molds. Easy-to-follow illustrated 

directions are included without charge. So you're 

sure to succeed the very first time! 

Choose your two sets of Natcol molds, and you get 

eoough scented candle dyes to make several candles 

from each one. Surprise your friends with a gift of 

your handiwork, as well as enjoying the beauty, 

warmth and fragrance of your own lovely candles 

right at home. 

Your pre-scented candle dyes wi ll arrive in ou r 

t-Jatco l 3-pack, containing Yellow Lemon, Red Spice, 

and Green Bayberry. 

Enough pre-scented dye to color and scent 

9 pounds of wax! 

Add it all up, and you get at least $15.00 worth at 

retail-all for only $9.95. It's little enough fo r the 

countless hours of pleasure you'll get from both you r 

candlemaking and your scented decorator candles. 

So do send your order right now-today! 

Special Bonus-Creative Candle Making Booklet­

$1.00 Value. I 

NATCOL CRAFTS, INC. 
6338 Lindma r Drive, Goleta, CA 93017 

Please rush me the 2 sets of candle molds I have checked below-
A O BO C O 
Plus my Natcol 3-pack of pre-scented dye and my Creative Candle­
making Book. 

My O check O money order is enclosed fo r $9.95 
or charge my O BankAmericard O Master Charge 

Account # ______ Signature------------

name (please print) 

address 

city state zip 

O Yes, make me a member of your Mold-Of-The-Month Club, so 
I'l l get monthly news of your new candle molds-free - without 
cost or obligation. 

Plastics is not a hobby wi th 

with us. It's our business! 
•California residents add 5% sales tax 
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11 WILLS 

ARE FOR 

OLD PEOPLE 11 

This is a mistaken idea of young 

couples because: 

1. You, instead of the court, can 

choose a guardian for minor 

children 

2. You can save the cost of an 

expensive bond 

3. You can decide whether your 

wife gets ALL or a FRACTION 

of your estate 

BUT, you must have a will to make 

your ov·n decisions. 

Write today for further information; 

fill out the coupon below. 

Please send the free brochures: 

O 5 Shocking Thi ngs the Court 
M ay Do With Your Esta te 
(Unless you stop them in your 
will) 

O 4 Things Many People Forget 
to Include in Their Wills. 

Name. ___________ _ 

Send to: Everett A . Barker, Nor th 
American Bapt ist Genera l Con­
ference, 7308 Madison Street, 
Forest Park, II. 60130. 
Phone: (312) 771-8700. 
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OR RBTRBAT? by 
Ros 
Jensen 

A belared but ever current meditation concerning Lent 

Lent makes me sad. Some of you may feel tha t is the 
proper mood for this time of year. I d isagree. The gloom 
a?d doom can be overdone, leading to self-indulgent 
piety. 

Last Ash . Wednesda.y, I listened to a minister decry 
the absence m our society of m uch serio us discussion of 
sin. There cou ld not be much remorse, and certainly no re­
~entance~ the preacher reasoned, if there is no recogni­
tion of sm. I was tempted to jump up from the pew and 
let the congregation know that the newspaper I work for 
has a l~t of information about sin every day. Reporters 
and editors seldom use the word sin anymore since 
they prefer specific terms, like mu rder, theft, rape, 
fraud, hate, war, greed. 

But the preacher was not interested in all kinds of 
evil. Not unlike the proud Pharisee in the parable, the 
co~ tem~o~ary preacher conveyed a sense of pride in 
bemg w11lmg to talk about sin. This was fac ing up to the 
rea l ~est of life. When it came to listing examples, he 
mentioned drug addict io n, rebell ion against au thori ty and 
sexual permissiveness. Then r understood why I had 
see~ only a few teen-agers in a middle-aged and aging 
aud 1en~e. Selective sin-watching was to be a ploy in 
generational gamesmanshi p. 

There are other Lenten games. Some mi nisters and 
c~urch members play at morbidity, becoming so obsessed 
wit~ the blee~ing and dying on Calva ry that the crowni ng 
achievement m Joseph's Garden is red uced to a mere 
fea t of ma~ic. Others play a t nostalgia, calling fort h fa nci­
ful memones of customs which have lost meanino. Still 
o the: s play a t self-denial, contriving priva te ri tuals° wh ich 
do litt le except impede the pilgrimage. 

By tradition, we strike the mournfu l pose in Lent. 
Cheerless and somber-faced, we seek o ut the church for 
comf.ort and retr,eat. We turn inward, bo th mentally and 
physically. Thats what makes me sad . Since we already 
kno"'. how the story of Holy Week ends, a ll the efforts to 
sustain so rrow and remorse are counterproductive. 

Lent should ~e more than a sentimental journey that 
a llows us to relieve our pent-up furies on the distorted 
memories of J udas, the hig h priests and Pila te. 

The u.ns.miling. churchgoer is misleading ad vertising for 
th~ Chnst1an fa ith. The prophet Jeremi ah knew that 
faith cannot endure o n negatives. From the miseries he 
had experie~ced , Jerem iah refined his faith with a hope 
t ~at made life bearable and promising as well . Can 't we 
n~e abo~~ the self-induced gloom? Can' t we endow Lent 
with pos1t1ve goals that testify to a li ve ly hope in a world 
running shor t of hope? 

. Lookin·g· beyond self is a persistent theme in the Chris­
tian trad 1 t.10~ . Yet there is growing frustratio n among 
~any Christians who feel that fa r too many denomina­
tional leaders have followed a course of institutiona l self-

Ros Jensen is a layman who serves 0 11 the editorial stafJ of the 
D£S MOINES TRIBUNE and R EGISTER . 
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interest. How many of the churchmen were in the fo re­
fr? nt of the movements for b lack rights, for peace in 
Vietnam, for hunger programs and poverty programs? 
T he preachers a nd the hierarchies a re not entirely to 
blame for the dismal showing of the Church on so many 
controversial issues with moral overtones. The ministers 
min~stered as their flocks wished, which usually meant 
stay!ng on the home ground and tend ing to parochial 
affairs. 

Here's a question : As Christian citizens do we not have 
a responsibility to raise a moral voice within the com-

. ? y 11_1uni ty. es __ , No __ , Don't know __ . T he ques-
tion came up some time back in a column by Mike 
Royko o f the CHICAGO DAI LY NEWS. T he q uestion 
w~s put to a number of clergymen serving churches in a 
ne1ghbo~hood ~here parents had protested bus ing for 
school mtegrat1on. .With on ly a few exceptions, the an­
swers ~oyko got mirrored neighborhood feelings or took 
a cautious approach. A survey at the time showed that 
only six ministers in the 45 churches of the area had 
talked about busing in thei r sermons. 

" I don' t ha;,e anything to say on that subject," a priest 
told Royko. My personal conviction " said a minister 
" is tha t ~n . a chur~h where you h'ave many peopl~ 
g~there.d, 1t is no t fair for me as a pastor to inflict my 
v1ewpomts o n the congregation." Another said " Al­
~hou~h it is true that we are a communi ty church min­
istering to the needs of the community it is too powerful 
for the pulpi t." ' 

. We .can well i~agine what answers might have bee n 
given if the quest ion had concerned Wa tts or Vie tnam, 
!<en~ State or A ttica. Did we see any moral impera tives 
in ~1afra 's ~ truggle ~~ live, in South Africa's apartheid, in 
Latm A merican upnsmgs among the downtrodden masses? 
Lent allows us to go back to the even ts of Holy Week 
- to cop out on the even ts of this age. 

T he even ts of Holy Week had a profound infl uence o n 
Dag H~~~~rskjold, without diverting him from his world 
respons1b1h t1es. Hammarskjold , who was secretary gen­
~ral of the. U nite.d Nations 81h years before his death 
m a mys t~nous a1 ~pl a n~ cr~s!1 a little over l O years ago, 
left. us a dia ry tracmg~ his sp1ntual pilgrimage. He referred 
t? ~ t as ''.a sort of a white book concerning my nego­
trnt1ons with myself - and wi th God." 
Res~on.s i bil ity and self-sacrifice were the twin principles 

und~rg1 rding the Swed ish d iplomat's concept of public 
service. T hey generated the creative fo rce through which 
G od worked in the world. The model to follow was 
Jesus Chr ist, whom Hamma rskjo ld addressed at times as 
" Brothe'." and desc:ibed as " the hero of the G ospels." 

He y 1ctured Chnst as a "young man, adamant in h is 
c~mmJtment, who walks the road of possibi lity to the end 
with.out self-pi ty or demand for sympathy, fu lfilli ng the 
destmy .he has chosen - even sacr ifici ng affectio n and 
~ellowsh1p when the others a re unready to follow him -
mto a new fellowship." 

f t is not a typical picture of Jesus, tho ugh it is o ne 
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that m ight find increasing acceptance amo ng the restless 
church members who are convinced that Christianity can 
have a significa nt impact on the events of this age. 

Most of us prefer to identify Jesus with our way of life 
rather than His. I n a turbulent time when most A meri­
cans seem intent on crowd ing to the middle ground be­
tween the frantic Left and the fanatic Right, Jesus often 
comes up looking a bit waspish - a Joyal citizen, a like­
able chap who went about his father's business without 
medd ling in politics, certainly not a social reformer. T o 
suggest that the centra l figure of Christianity was a radical 
is automatically to incur the wrath of countless devout 
church members. 

line included soldiers and statesmen. H ammarskjold's 
mother came from a family of scholars and clergymen . 
He accepted public service simply and uncrit ically as his 
" calling," the pull of G od through "Chris tian vocation." 
Hammarskjold's sense of service was deepened by the 
ethical teachings of Albert Schweitzer, whose life in an 
African leper colony demo nstrated how personal ambition 
could be subordinated in duty to others. In o ne of his 
d iary entries. Hammarskjold wrote, ' 'The only value of 
life is its content - for orhers." 

Christ's adamant commitment excited a lot of social 
rejects, but it enraged the temple heirarchy and upset 
the political functionaries. In the end, Christ was ex­
ecuted as an enemy of the state. Over the centuries, the 
Church has sani tized the crucifixion, removing all but 
the most obvious polit ical implica t ions, with Jesus ap­
pearing as a poli tical innocent. Yet the events of Ho ly 
Week ought to remind us that not even the Son of G od 
could escape the power and influence of governments. 

T oday, I 0 years after his death, H ammarskjold's diary 
(entitled Markings in the English translation ) contains 
themes that seem prophetic. Reconciliat ion, for one. 
T hat idea has become increasingly popular with politicans 
as well as churchmen in a land torn repeatedly by inter­
nal stri fe in the past decade. 

Then there is love, which H ammarskjold once de­
scribed as a "much misused and misinterpreted word." H e 
went on to define it as "an unhesitant fulfillment of duty 
a nd an unreserved acceptance of life." At another time. 
he conveyed th is feeling: " fn the presence of God. noth­
ing stands between Him and us - we are forgiven. But 
we cannot feel His presence if anything is allowed to 
stand between ourselves and others." 

For Dag H ammarskjold, the way of adamant com­
mitment Jay in public service, a family tradition. H is 
fa ther was a p rime minister of Sweden, and his father's 
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THE 
CHURCH 
IN SEARCH 

OF 
LIFE 

by Bruce A . Rich 

T~e Church - the voice of hope, the defender of the 
fa 1t~, ~he vessel of truth, the Body of Christ - in search 
of l1f~ · Does that sound like heresy or does it have a 
haunting echo of tru th? 
. Many churches today have been pronounced "dead" 

either by a searching generation, or by self-perception. 
Eve~ the best of churches, upon self-examination will 
readily admit, "~es, we ha.ve done some dying too."' 

The encouraging note in all of this is that churches 
t?d~{ are ope?IY and honestly saying, "We need new 
h~e. . And. praise God they are finding that new life and 
vi taltt~, .which comes when they focus on Jesus Christ and 
the spmtual needs of people rather than on activities and 
programs which they have often allowed to become their 
greatest concern. 

A CARING GROUP 

. When w_e examine the New Testament Chu rch we see 
it as a car.mg group, members of one body whose head is 
Jes~s ~hns.t. In Hebrews 3: 6 we find the reference that 
Chns~ is faithfu l as the Son in charge of God's house. We 
are ~1s house, Christ's house, if we keep our confidence 
a~d if we keel! our .courage in what we hope for. The 
~mg of glory 1s coming again. This is our hope. Where 
is our co~rage,. where is our confidence that would lead us 
forth to give witness of this? 

In JI Peter 3: 14 we are admonished to do our best to 
b~ pur.e and faultless in God's sight and to be at pe~ce 
with him. If we don 't have this vertical relationship with 
God through the person of Jesus Christ. we wi ll not have 

The R~~'. Bruce Ri~h is general secretary of the Department 
of Chmt1a11 Education of the North American B · c I 
Conference. ap11st enera 
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the horizontal body relationship with believers. T he 
church has an underlying earnest brotherly love which 
shapes attitudes and is expressed in action. If you will 
read through the New Testament starting with the book of 
Acts you will be impressed, measureably impressed, with 
the often repeated reference to love. You cannot begin to 
experience the fellowship of the church until you have 
recognized the place of love in that body. In Matthew 
7: l , 12 there is reference to the basic concept that Jesus 
Christ gives us, not to judge others and to do for others 
what you want them to do for you. 

How do we function in the Body of Christ? In one 
church there was an older man who said " Who is that 
guy over there wi th the long hair; what is l;e doing here?" 
One of the younger men present said, "H ave you talked 
to him?" "Well no, why should I talk to him?" "I would 
suggest that you go over there and talk to him." The 
older man went and talked to this fellow with the long 
hair for quite a while. Pretty soon he came back and 
said, " Hey, that guy is sharp, he knows what he is talking 
about." He had prejudged on the basis of appearance, 
but now he had a changed opinion. We need to get to 
kno~ one another as members of the body of Christ, 
coming to oneness in Chr ist. We should come to maturity 
and speak the truth in Jove. Under C hrist's control ail 
the different parts of the body fi t together. So when each 
~eparate part works as it should , the whole body builds 
itself up through love (Ephesians 4: 13-1 6). 

Jesus Christ is the head of his Body, the Ch urch, he is 
the source of the body's life (Colossians 1: 18). We need 
a dependa?ce upon the Holy Spi rit. In J ude 20-23 we 
are ~dm~rnshed to keep building ourselves up in the fa ith. 
praying in the power of the Holy Spirit a nd keeping in 
the love of God. If ~e ~re going to be the Body of Christ, 
we need to have this kind of relationship. 

AN EQUIPPED CHURCH 

.I~ the !'few. Testament the church 's equ ipment is the 
spmtual gifts given by God which functio n in the context 
of. the greatest gift, love. In Romans 12: 3-8, I Corin­
thians. 12 : 8-11 and I Peter 4: 7-1 1 we fi nd references to 
the gi~ts of the Spirit. In I Corinth ians 12: 27 -3 1 and 
Ephesians 4 : I 1-16 we have reference to g ifted leaders. 
and Paul ra~ks them in an order of importance. T hese 
men. are a ~1 ft of Christ to the ch urch. T hese men are 
cons idered . important, functi oning as facilitators, or acti­
vators, ~qUI~p~ng and preparing the members of the body 
fo r their ministering work. Likewise the whole body, 
every member, has a ministering funct ion to the rest of 
t~e body. E.ach member shou ld be given the opportu­
rnty to exercise his gift for the building up of the body 
and for the glory of God. It is for this reason that we 
have spiritual gifts. We exercise our gifts in the context 
of the body. 

.It is interes~ing to note that God , the giver of all 
thi~?s, gave his Son to the world ( John 3: 16), his 
Sp1nt to his children (Acts 2: 38) and spiri tual gifts to 
his C hurch (Ephesians 4: 11 - 12 ) T h · · t f the h h . e mm1s ry o 
c urc was centered in people. They were concerned 
about each o ther in a personal way, they were committed 
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to each other that the body might be strengthened. This 
relationship is a demanding one. 

It is not easy to function as a healthy Body of Christ. 
As one studies the relationship of the believers in the 
New Testament, one is overwhelmed with the "one an­
other" passages - love one another, be kind to one an­
other, exalt one another, discipline one another - which 
indicate that one's first concern in the Body of Christ is 
for each other. From these relationships one is strength­
ened and prepared to reach out. 

Elton Trueblood in The Future Of The Christian, 
states that "it must be frankly admitted that some mem­
bers actually prefer the position of non-involvement. 
Obviously it is much less demanding to settle for atten­
dance at some gatherings combined with a modest finan­
cial support than to enter into the ministry with fellow 
believers. There is actually nothing surprising about the 
fact that so many prefer to delegate their religious re­
sponsibility to an individual who is hired to do the task, 
much as they hire a man to make out income tax returns. 
People often prefer this because it is less costly, but in 
religion the results of such a division of labor are uni­
formly damaging. Christianity, in spite of its miraculous 
histo ry, decays unless a fair proportion of its adherents 
accept joyously the conception of the church of Christ as 
a servant in society, made up of those who are engaged in 
the work of the world, while at the same time they are 
engaged in being Christ's representatives." 

A COMMITTED FELLOWSHIP 
The New T estament believers were committed to each 

other that they might stand together in unity for the 
bringing of others into the family of God. I Peter 3: 8- 16 
gives some indication of the body of believers committed 
to each other in attitude and action, based on the under­
lying, unifying, forgiving spirit of God. We, as the church, 
need commitment to God if we are going to find real life. 
We need flexibility and wisdom in regard to change. A 
committed fe llowship begins with each of us as individu­
als, and fi nds its fu lfillment and expression in the corpo­
rate body. 

A DIVINE PURPOSE 
T he church has a divine purpose, but many have lost 

sight of it. T oo many see the church as a building, or an 
organization, and the main concern is to keep the ma­
chinery functioning. The programs, to a large extent, have 
become ends in themselves rather than means to an 
end. Wben our boards and committees meet, we do not 
ask " How are we ministering to one another?" but, " How 
is the program going? How are the organizations func­
tioning?" Have we lost our sense of direction? Is God 
trying to call us back today by means of the provoking 
ministry of groups outside the "church"? John the Bap­
tist was used as a judgment against Israel when he came 
to announce the coming of Christ. H e was not a priest 
of the Holy T em ple, but rather a ragged , hairy, rough 
looking character. As he came down from the Judean 
mountains he said in effect, " Listen folks , God has a 
message for you. Repent. God is sending his son Jesus, 
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the Christ." He was welcomed by the religious leaders 
with about as much enthusiasm as many welcome the 
unconforming element of today. 

Where are we going as a church? What is really 
important to us? What are we doing as the Body of 
Christ today? Where are we going to be in 1980? In 
2000? As a church we are asking ourselves some search­
ing questions. As we search for life the church is becom­
ing aware again that it is needed. 

God needs the church because it is central to his plan 
of winning separated mankind back to himself. In John 
15 Jesus says, "Remain in union with me, and I will 
remain in union with you. Unless you remain in me you 
cannot bear fruit , just as a branch cannot bear fruit un­
less it remains in the vine ... . This is how my Father's 
glory is shown: by your bearing much fruit ; and in this 
way you become my disciples." In John 17 and 18 Jesus 
says, "As the Father has sent me, so send I you." God 
needs the church, God needs you for his plan of redemp­
tion in the world today. 

God's chosen people need the church. All whom God 
has called out to be his children need the church be­
cause we are refugees in the world, and if we do not 
have the church, this body relationship that is going to 
strengthen us and up-build us, we are going to be swept 
away by the world. We can build up one another if 
we - in love - communicate with honesty, encourage 
and support one another , pray specifically for one an­
other, are patient, seek to understand, share a message 
of wisdom or a message of knowledge, are committed to 
each other even in times of tensions, disagreements, hard­
ships and disputes. Trueblood writes, "Christians cannot 
survive in the future without gathered fellowships but we 
need to examine the central purpose of the repeated 
gatherings. We are called to gather not primarily to 
attend a meeting for worship, but far more to share in a 
meeting for preparation for the ministry in common life. 
It is a great moment in any life when a Christian comes 
to realize that the church is not a crowd watching a 
performance but persons engaged in a ministry to other 
persons." 

The world needs the church. " Do everything wi thout 
complaining or arguing, that you may be innocent and 
pure, as God's perfect children who live in a world of 
crooked and mean people. You must shine among them 
like star~ lighting up the sky, as you offer them the mes­
sage of life" (Philippians 2: 14- 16a). The world needs 
the church so that they might believe, and so they can 
know our love and the love of the Father. Jesus called 
out followers, you and me, to form his body. H e set us 
apart for spiritual discovery, for mutual support, to ex­
perience his love and to give witness to the redeemino 
life changing relationship that we can have with him. H~ 
called out the church to point the way to eternal life. The 
church's search for life today is a search for a renewed 
vi tality a nd sense of purpose. This search for life is a 
call to commitment. What is the church to you? What is 
your .relationship to Christ and his body? What is your 
function as a part of the body? The body does not have 
life apart from its members. D 
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Baptist 
Worldwide 
Fellowship 
NJOa Scotia 

by Barbara Conze/man 

When my pastor first asked me to at­
tend the Executive Committee of the 
Baptist World Alliance, I couldn't have 
said yes much faster. The trip was a 
chance to travel and meet people. It 
turned out to be one of the most 
tremendous experiences I've ever had . 

Not knowing what to expect, l 
flew up to Nova Scotia. Canada. in 
apprehension. Fortunately, my seat 
was next to Dr. Booth of the BWA. 
In just a few short moments. Dr. 
Booth's calm and unforgettable man­
ner put me at my ease. Dr. Booth was 
the first and one of many people whom 
I will never forget. From the minute 
r met. him. r knew this was the op­
portunity of a lifetime and excitement 
was what r felt. 

ln a world that is in consta nt tur­
moil and change, where there is too 
much doubting and not enough fa ith . 
the atmosphere at the BW A meeting 
was very welcome. lt was an atmo­
sphere in wh ich there was complete 
harmo~y with the people from 26 
countries and with Christ. You could 
feel the unity through the Christian 
fa ith these people had. This was 
truly an example of "Reconcil iation 

Miss Barbara Conze/man iJ member 
of the Pilgrim Baptist Church. Phil­
adelphia, Pa . 
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Through Christ." It was great to be a 
part of this because it strengthened 
my faith in God and also in Christian 
people. This is the feeling I want to 
convey to other young people. 

Christian young people should get 
to know the BW A and understand 
that it is an organization of Baptists 
who get together to promote Christian 
love with one another and throughout 
the world. It was great to get to know 
the members of the Executive Com­
mittee and also a tremendous experi­
e~~e to kno"." the five ~ther college age 
v1s1tors .. Being a Christian in college 
today 1s challenging, but sometimes 
d~fficult. You come upon many con­
flicts and temptations. You don't meet 
~oo many Christians, so it was a bless­
ing to get to know these five people. We 
becam~ very close in that one short 
week m Nova Scotia and I hope we 
meet again in years to come through 
the BWA. 

T~e 197 J Executive Committee 
meeting was the first time young peo­
ple were asked to attend and I think 
it was a big step for the youth of to­
day. It was an exciting experience to 
attend meetings of the BW A d b 
ab~e. to discuss ideas and expre:sn you~ 
opm1ons about programs that will 
take place in the future of our 
chu~ches. The members of the Ex­
ecutive Committee were interested in 
what we, as young people, had to say 
about the programs they had planned 
Th.e~ encouraged us to express ou; 
opinions and any ideas we had 

Each of the five young people .chose 
study Commission to attend Th a . . ere 
are s.1x Co~~issions, each having to 
do with Christian life. I was on Ch . 
tian T h ' n s-eac mg and Training and I 
found it greatly rewarding. As I lis­
tened and took part in the d. · 1scus-
s1ons, I began to think about how im-
portant each individual program is in 
our churches. The Sunday school is a 
place where we learn about the B'bl 
and Christ's teachings. The people 
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the Commission talked about chang~~ 
that could be made to better prepare 
all . people to become ministers of 
Chnst. Learning about what the Bible 
says and about Christ and his ministry 
should not be the memorization of 
Bible verses as some 1 
t
. d peop e prac-
1ce a few years ago but the d t d' ' un er-

s ~n mg and practice of what those 
Bible verses are teaching us. The in­
volvement of youth in church pro­
grams wa~ also discussed. Young peo­
ple sometimes have some good ideas 
and the.y shouldn' t be separated from 
adults. in planning church programs 
Even m Sunday school c lasses. adult~ 

and youth should be put together so 
they can learn from each other. The 
six young people agreed that the Com­
missions were informative and thought 
provoking. The other Commissions 
were those on Baptist Doctrine, Co­
operative Christianity, Evangelism and 
Missions, and Religious Li berty and 
Human Rights. 

The general meetings were just as 
interesting as the Commissions. The 
elements of humor and concern were 
added to those of seriousness and ear­
nestness which made the meetings very 
enjoyable and enlightening. The most 
amusing part of a general meeting 
was when Erik Ruden , secretary of 
the Baptist Union of Sweden. sold 
everyone on the idea of having the 
BWA Congress in Stockholm in 1975. 
H~ very amusingly proceeded for 20 
minutes telling us of every advantage 
of having it in Sweden. We were all 
thoroughly convinced that this was 
the best place. 
. A very moving part of the meet­
ing was when Theo P atnaik was named 
t~e new associate secretary. respon­
sible for youth work in the BW A. 
Theo is a tremendous person and we 
all felt very close to him after that 
week. 
. One of the best parts of the meet­
ing for me was when the six young 
people gave the devotion before the 
reception. We selected "love" as our 
theme. We played a currentl y popu­
lar record about famous people in the 
world who promoted love and l read 
I Corinthians 13, verses 1-1 3, which 
says love is God's greatest gi ft. It was 
an occasion l will never forget. be­
c~use not many people can read the 
Bible to 26 countries. 

These are just a few events that 
happ~ned during the course of the 
meet mg. It was an experience l pray 
that many other young people have. 
because we are future members of the 
BWA and we should unders tand it's 
~unctions and plans. Meeting and talk­
ing to Baptist men and women from 
Russia. Eastern and Western Europe. 
Australia . North and South America. 
Africa and Asia was something not 
too many young people encounter and 
I hope that from now on. the youth 
are included. Dr. Hargroves. presi­
dent of the BWA. Dr. Denny. general 
secretary of the BWA. and Dr. Zim­
merman president of the North 
American Baptist General Conference. 
a!ong with many o thers were respon­
sible for our being included and I. 
s.peaking for all young people. would 
like to than k them for the opportunit y 
and the blessin g we received. 0 
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In fant baptism in a Catholic church 

T he edi tor has asked the U.S. CATHOLIC, official monthly publication of the C la retian Fathers, for 
permission to reprint this highly interesting a rticle for the reade rs of the BAPTIST HERALD. He is 
indebted to the Rev. Robert J . Leuver, C.M.F., editor of the U.S. CATHOLIC, for the publication rights . 

by David Greye Perrey 

Why do most p resent-day Catho lics h ave their children 
baptized? What does your own experience te ll you? 
The re certainly are some with a good understanding of 
the sacrame nt, ye t they are outnumbered by those who 
request it because o f a vague ly comprehended tradition, 
or those who want their babies " limbo-proofed," seek ing 
assu ra nce that, in case of sudden death, their children 
will "go to heaven." 

We know that the New T estament makes no me ntion 
of baptism as " limbo-proo fing." Baptism is admission to 
the Body of Chris t, to the New Israel. It is a death to 
s in and the beginning of a ri sen li fe for God. lt is an 
ordination to the pries tly work of a nnounc ing God's mar­
velo us deed s. It is a birth from above by the power of 
the Spirit. All of this , and more; but of limbo-proofing. 
not a hint. 

" Very well ," someone may say. "We know limbo is 
no t in Scr ipture. It is pa rt of the churc h's tradition." 

Is it? I have spent the bette r part of three years writ­
ing a book on the proposa l I a m making he re, trying to 
anticipate its major difficultie s. The impression that 
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emerges from recent thought on unbaptized infants who 
die is that there is no reason to believe they end up 
"condemned ," or in some unexciting place like tha t 
called limbo. The radiance of the Father which shone 
on the face of J esus his Son is e nough to assure us tha t 
He takes loving care of his creatures. especially the in­
nocent. 

Y et some wi ll insist, " Is it not worth baptiz ing b abies 
jus t to make them Christ ians?" With this we ~orne to 
the heart o~ the issue. The Catholic Church of today is 
'.wt pro~11c1ng half the. (;_hristians it should. It's baptiz­
ing babies, ~es; and g1vmg them firs.t communion, yes; 
and confirming the m , yes; a nd putting m any of them 
(fewer each year) through Catholic schools. yes. But 

.~cry, very ~rnny of them arc not turning out to be C hri _ 
t1a ns, convinced and active disciples of Jesus the c 
cified. ru-
Many of you will have caught an ech o. a few 
graphs back, of the F irst Letter of Peter. Scriptur~a;~~ 
perts seem agreed that the author addressed it to 
of newlv baptized adults. Here are two of it a group 

· s most sig-
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nificant verses: 
"Be yourselves living stones, built thereon [i.e., on 

Christ] into a spiritua l house, a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. . . . Yo u, however, are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people, that you 
may proclaim the perfections of him who has called you 
out of darkness into his own marvelous light." 

Our key words a re " priesthood" and "called. " To be 
baptized is to become a share r in the priesthood of Christ 
- a member of the purchased people, the church , which 
continues his mission of worsh iping the Father and bring­
ing the Father's love, forgiveness and salvation to the 
world. As the Father "called" Jesus, so Jesus "calls" 
his disciples in every age. T o be a Christian is a genuine 
voca tion. I t comes from God as a grace; and the persons 
called are free to accept or reject it. A person should 
not be baptized unti l he is able to make his own decision 
on a call by God to the Christian life. 

Today we have the spectacle of the church's a ll-im­
portant mission . getting little or no attention from a ma­
jority of the church's members. It is not hard to under­
stand why. Along with the ir fu ll Christian initiation 
through baptism, confirmat ion and the Eucharist, la rge 
numbers of our children receive the message fro m the 
members of the church closest to them - parents, rela­
tives and friends - "Don' t take this religion business se­
riously. It's not really worth crossing the street for. Much 
less dying for." This is the message they recei ve from 
the example of their loved ones. And there is no way 
we can halt transmission of this fa ith-smothering mes­
sage. Unless we abolish the baptism of infa nts and re­
establish the adult catechumenate. 

The very existence of the catechumenate will counter 
the false message described above, proclaiming the truth 
to those already in the church, and to the you ng adults 
who a re prospective catechumens. The catechumenate 
wi ll be a kind of seminary for sharers in the priesthood 
of Christ. The church deems it vita l that those who will 
lead its holy people in the Eucharist, celebrate with them 
the other sacraments and preach the Word in the litur­
gical assembly, should come aside for a t ime to ready 
themselves through prayer, s tudy and ac tio n. Such a 
period of preparation will be just as important fo r those 
who aspire to the general priesthood of membership in 
the church . Starting at about the age of twenty, the 
catechumens wi ll spend at leas t two hours each week 
for a year and a half, facing the true meaning of dis­
cipleship. Baptism will become the ordina tion it was 
~eant ~o be'. preceded by a series of liturgies, paralitur­
g1es, d1scuss1ons and readings, initiating the candidates 
into the wonder of a life of joy with the Lord - a life 
which. in th is era of the pilgrim church. includes the 
Cross. 

B?ptism, along with confirmation and first communion. 
~il_I occur - natur~lly - a t the Easter Vigil, telling par­
ticipants that baptism is the supreme moment when a 
m~n or woman dies to sin and rises with Christ. Bapt ism 
will be no less necessary than it is now: not for Jimbo­
proofing children. but for the New T estament reason 
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tha t he who believes must accept the water of regener­
a tion, through which the Spirit consecrates him to the 
priestly task of worship and wi tness. 

Logica lly, the catechumenate and Christian initiation 
at E aster will be followed by a mandatory period -
maybe a year - of missionary work by the new Chris­
tians in service of their own choosing, a t home o r abroad. 
It will be a time for doing intensively what they are 
called to do all their lives: administe r the "sacrament of 
lived Christian ity" in the midst of the world. 

"Isn 't there cause to worry," someone may ask, 
" whether we will get very many catechumens?" I doubt 
it very much. Yes, we will lose virtually all the children 
of the nominal Catholics who a t present request baptis~ 
for thei r infants as a condi tioned reflex. But we w ill 
more than make up for it by what happens in homes 
where the parents a re believers. In these homes the par­
ents will be confronting the da ily challenge to be Chris­
tian witnesses to their own children . They wi ll know 
o nly too well that children have a knack of spotting a 
phony, and that, if they want their sons and daughters ~o 
become Christians someday, they, Mom and D ad, will 
have first to be bona fide believers. W hich is to say: 
They will have to live the Faith, Sunday through Satur­
day. 

The church in genera l will have to do likewise. We 
ca n assume that the re will be p re-ca techumenate pro­
grams of re ligious fo rmation for the children of Cath­
olic parents. But every step of the way, the church wi ll 
be conscious that these boys a nd g irls, these adolescents, 
are not its members. And that they will not become its 
members unless the church on a ll levels is turning to 
them a face on which they can see the radiance of Christ. 
Th~ q~estion of when to baptize seems due to become. a 
maJ~r issue. in the. church. It has a lready been raised_ in 

the_ 1nfluent1al Ita lian Jesui t magazine Civilta Cattol1c~­
Tt is doubtful that the fi rst impetus for this reform wi ll 
come fro m the Holy See. More probably, thoughtful 
Ca tholics will initiate it in various areas (I have heard 
an unc?nfi rmed report tha t this has already begun, some­
where in France) , and in due course as wi th the sacra­
ment o f Penance, the chu rch 's h ier~rchy will begin ~o 
noti_ce the spreading practice a nd provide leadership 1n 
setting up the ca techumenate. 

An a ll-adult catechumenate is the o nly feasible answer 
to the church's number o ne problem: its failure to pro­
duce ~hristians o n a scale anywhere near the number of 
Catholics. There was a time, when the church was you ng. 
when Christia ns were noted for their love and unity. It 
is poss ible that the picture tha t we have in the A cts of 
the Apostles is somewhat idealized; bu t after Pentecost 
a handful o f men were God's instruments in winning 
thousands of adults to accept Jesus through ba ptisrn­
The~e. was absol utely no worldly gai n in becoming a 
Chnslian. Yet these adults did become Christ ia ns; and 
the church, shining wi th the light of Ch rist conquered 
the persecution o f Rome. By ~resto ring the' adul t cate­
chumenate, we can have th is kind of chu rch again . N_ot 
o nly tha t, we must. Th is is the o nly k ind of church C hrist 
meant his church to be. D 
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CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS COMMENT 
ON MR. PERREY

1S ARTICLE: 
The notion is well founded in scripture. 
John the Baptist did not baptize chil­
dren. Nor did Jesus Himself exhort 
parents to baptize their infants. Jesus 
blessed the children but taught adults . 
We have reversed the process, it 
seems. 

Name Withheld 
Corning, New York 

The words of Christ are clear: "Un­
less a man be born again of water and 
the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom o f heaven." 

St. Irenaeus ( 140-205 ) writes: "He 
came to save all who through H im are 
born again unto God; infants. and 
chi ldren, boys and youths, and elders." 

Origen ( I 85-225) declares infant 
Baptism an Apostolic institution. an_d 
necessary to cleanse in fa nts from their 
Origi nal Sin. 

St. Cyprian and the bishops of the 
Third Counci l o f Carthage (253) 
taught that children should be bap­
tized as soon as possible after birth. 

Rev. Vincent J. K elly 
Manlius. New York 

I teach relig ion in a Catholic school 
(Conshohocken) to high-school se­
niors and juniors. There is much bit­
terness about a faith commitment of 
theirs in which they had no say. 
Adult baptism is. of course, the a~­
swer. There could, however, remain 
an infant service epitom izing the 
church's acceptance of the new life 
and desire for that life's salvation. The 
response of the child in faith could 
come later. in adulthood. 

Orlando Barone 
Conshohocken, Pennsylvania 

I welcome with a deep sense of grati­
tude Mr. Perrey's proposal. Many 
tirr:es T. 'at least, did not know how to 
answer to the question of the worthi­
ness of baptizing babies. raised over 
and over agai n, especially by young 
people. As a matter of fact , many 
times they would call it an injustice 
hecause we are infringing their free­
dom in answering the call to God to 
participate fully in his divine life and 
being incorporated to the highest de­
gree in to his church. 

Father Frank Papa. C.R .S.P. 
Y oungstown. New York 
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I was brought up to believe that if a 
baby died before Baptism, he was put 
in "limbo." When I had my babies, 
r hurried to have them baptized. To­
day my children are adults and teen­
ager. I wonder sometimes if I did the 
right thing. T he adults: 2 boys. I mar­
ried and the other single. When my 
married boy moved away from home, 
he stopped going to church. My sin­
gle son, living at home, doesn't go to 
church. He said he doesn't believe 
anymore. The teen-ager is still in a 
Catholic school. I have no problem 
with her yet. So you can see why I 
agree with Mr. Perrey. 

Name Withheld 
Lowell, Massachusetts 

I think Mr. Perrey makes a very fine 
argument for adult. Ba~tism'. ~ut _I 
think he's a bit facet ious m th inkmg 1t 
is "the" answer. I don't think it will 
be a panacea for a devout Christianity. 

Father Leo Broniszewski, 0. Cann . 
Middletown, New Y ork 

As one witnesses the rebellion of youth 
against all phoniness, all their various 
and often harmful " turning on" at­
tempts and lastl y the "Jes~s Move­
ment" with its mass baptisms, the 
Pentecostal Movement, and their in­
tense earnestness as seen in the faces 
at Bi lly Graham Crusades, we must 
recognize that our young peopl~ are 
crying out for an adult_ opportun1ty .to 
conversion and commitment that in­
dicates a change to mature, prepared. 
personal taking of Baptismal Vows as 
indicated by the writer. Many people 
will be shocked, but this appears to be 
the hope of the Church of the future. 

Mrs. I van A . Bortner 
Boiling Springs. Pennsylvania 

The real shocker comes when you 
stop to think what a tremendous re­
sponsibility th is will be for the already 
baptized Catholics, who must _take up 
the job of seriously preparing . the 
young for their roles as baptized 
adults in the "catechumenate" sense. 

Mrs. Mary E. Phillips 
Blankenrath. Germany 

What he proposes is alre~dy the prac­
tice of a few churches, i.e. ,. the B~p-
1ist. I understand that an increasing 

number of Catholic pastors in some 
places refuse baptism to infants 
brought to them by parents for whom 
Christianity is purely nominal. Per­
haps a positive way to implement 
Perrey's suggestions would be to de­
velop the pastoral possibili ties of the 
sacrament of confirmation, making 
th is sacrament the occasion for a 
formal public act of Christian faith. 

In any event, imagine the changes 
that would result if the practice of 
infant Baptism was terminated. 

Marshall Della Penna 
Paterson, N ew Jersey 

Mr. Perrey's article afforded us an op­
portunity to discuss as a family unit 
(college and high school ) the validity 
of infant baptism. We concur unani­
mously that a merciful Father would 
not have created a limbo, and that 
adul t baptism might revi talize our 
church. 

Thomas J. Cronin 
Swanton , Vermont 

Mr. Perrey's proposal would produce 
an elitist Church. Somehow I feel 
the church should be open to "mar­
ginal" as well as dedicated Christians. 
We all have different capacities for 
commitment, and individuals should 
not be excluded from the benefits of 
the Church simply because they don't 
measure up to the standards of the 
more totally devoted Christians. 

William J. Z eis 
Trenton , Ne w Jersey 

Not only should baptism be delayed 
but also the entire teaching of the 
Catholic religion. A child should re­
ceive a religious education from an 
objective view and then later in life 
(when he is ready) choose the re­
ligion he wants. Brainwashing a child 
into thinking the Catholic religion is 
the only faith worth joining is a ridicu­
lous way to recruit Christians. Peo­
ple must make up their own m inds 
about religion. not be forced into it. 1 
have been attending Catholic instruc­
tions for 18 years. and I am just learn­
ing that other fai ths have just as much 
if not more to offer than the Catholic 
religion. 

Dennis Schrantz 
Dunkirk. N ew Y o rk 0 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Dr. Borchert: I am really con­
fused about the place of Israel in 
God's plan as it relates to the Second 
Coming of Christ. We have had two 
different ministers in the last few 
years and I am sure they didn't 
agree. J. C. 

Dear J. C.: Perhaps, the reason for 
the apparent di ffe rence in the views 
of your pastors is that the answer in­
volves some very difficult balancing of 
ideas in the Bible. There is no doubt 
that the prophets of the Old Testament 
spoke often of the return of Israel to 
the land of promise following their 
experience of exile. and that this re­
turn would somehow prepare for the 
coming of the Messiah and his king­
dom. Israel indeed returned. the 
temple was rebuilt. and though the 
Messiah came. Israel did not generally 
accept him. for he was not the kind of 
Messiah most of Israel wanted. The 
question is. thus. raised concerning the 
role of unfulfilled prophecy. One view 
is to ~ay that the prophets were mis­
taken: another is to say that ~ince all 
clements have not been fulfilled the 
prophecy was not yet fulfilled . 

Tucked in chapter I 8 of Jeremiah is 
one of the most profound statements 
concerning the nature of predicti ve 
prophecy fo und anywhere in the Bi­
ble. After illustrating God's ultimate 
power in the world through the ex­
ample of the potter, God's prophet 
announces the conditional nature of 
alf prophecy. Read verses 7-10' Para­
phrased these veVies mean. "a lthough 
I decla re something concerning a na­
tion. if that nation changes its per-

Address letter.1· to: Dea11 Gerald L. 
Borchert . North A merican Baptist 
~e111inary. I 605 S. Euclid A ve .. Sioux 
Fa/Ir. S.D. 57105 
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spectives, I will not be bound by my 
declaration of either doom or reward. 
I , God, still am in charge of the world. 
The fickleness of men or of nations 
demands that all my declarations are 
dependent upon righteousness or evil , 
acceptance or rejection of my ways." 
What do predictions concerning the 
Jews and the Messianic kingdom 
mean, then, in the light of the Jewish 
rejection of Jesus? 

The Apostle Paul struggled with the 
same fundamental problem in Ro­
mans 9-1 I and he arrived at basicallv 
the same answer. Clearly not all wh~ 
are descended from Israel are to be 
understood as belonging to the bibli­
cal Israel (9:6 and 11 :1) , but God 
is able to make his own Israel, even if 
he has to graft in wild branches. And 
whether branches are natural or wild 
their continuance in the tree is con­
ditional upon their faithfulness ( 11: 
17-24). In the event that we in our 
humanness have difficulty under­
standing how God can operate with a 
changing constituency, since we de­
sire to know those who are "in" and 
those "out", Paul is very clear to re­
mind us of who we are - we are not 
in a position to counsel God on his 
plan for history ( I I : 34). 

Almost every scheme for the fu­
ture which I have read omits a real 
discussion of the conditional nature of 
prophecy, but the schemes always end 
up with "ifs" in case they may be 
~~ong. h W~~re the schemes are cer-
am, t e tstory has already t k 

place. If such is the case a en 
k · I h ' we must as . s t e return of the Jews t 

rael really a great act in salv . o ~s­
tory, or is it a fact men wou~~,~~ hts­
make a special act of God? ' e to 
about the role of m· . · What 

. 1ss1ons in th 
easy Middle East? What e un-
hate and the displaced about the 
not say anything d persons? I do 

erogatory ab modernization of p 1 . out the 
Zi o~ists, nor of mat~e~~tme ~nder the 
I simply ask: Ts Israel o~ diplomacy. 
Testament to b in the New 
modern state? e equated with the 

This question is funda 
understanding of th . mental to our 
ment. I do not m e entire New Testa­
able to surprise ean t.hat God is un­
new events of h' us wi th purpose in 

•story or · h pected revival e Wit unex-
With Paul I ~ra~e~o~mong the Jews. 
and I am appalled ho~he1r sal~ation, 
same Christian . some, in the 
them to grow interpretation desire 
Th J more hostile t 

~ ews as well as o Christ. 
va.t1on and our theol Arabs need sal­
th1s fact. Moreover og!es must include 
of Christ the nature' stce the coming 

0 all Biblical in-
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Today's Model Church. By Ge 
1 Borchert, Roger Williams Press r; d l. 

Park, Ill. , 1971. $ 1.50. ' 0 rest 
Many books today are reportin 
happening to the church todg What's 
few have systematically analy ayd but 
basic principles underlying the zhe the 
. d f . d c Urch' ltfe an orm, as 1t eveloped . s 

New Testament period. •n the 
From a thorough study of the 

Testament, Dr. Borchert s . New 
summarizes the issues and ra~ccinctly 

. . 1ses p 
vocative dqud~st 1on~ to stimulate d~o­
logue an 1scuss1on. For ex •a­

l . Why have churches dample, 
eve lop so many organ ization 1 ed 

structural patterns? a and 
2. Is it possible that more 

patterns could develop? such 
3. How significant are the 

terns? se Pat-
4. How is fe llowship dem 

in your church? onstrated 

5. Does the exciting power of G 
seem to be evident in od 
church as it was in th Your 
church? e early 

6. dwh.c~e does the responsibility for 
ec1s1on making rest in y 
h h? our 

c urc . How are decis' 
made? JOns 

This concise look at the New Testa­
ment church can generate some cre­
ative thinking and discussion. 1 rec­
ommend its use for: 

I. Personal reading: 
2. Reading and discussion by a 

church board at some special 
sessions, or in a retreat setting: 

3. Study as an elective in the edu­
cational program of the church: 

4. Or for study and discussion in a 
pasto rs sem inar, o r laymen's re­
treat. 

( Reviewed by the Rev. Bruce A. Rich ) 

terpretation must reflect the post-res­
urrection meaning of the "people of 
God" . If we fail in this, part of our 
Christian thinking will in effect be pre­
Christian! The way we look at the 
modern sta te of Israel can well de­
termine whether our theology is Chris­
tian or pre-Chr istian. GLJ3 

N.A.B. 
YOUTH 
CONGRESS 
REACH OUT 
FOR JESUS 
You should be a t Lake Chautauqua. 
N.Y., next August 27 - September 2 
for the 1972 North American Bap­
tist Youth Congress for a whole bunch 
of good reasons, namely: 

Theme Talks ... 
On stuff like how Jesus and the early 

Christians used the Bible, witnessed 
and worshipped: on the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit. Plenty of 
chances for discussion, feedback . 
questions and actually putting into ac­
tion what you learn. 

People Pickin' 
A lot of missionaries, pastors and 

other Christian workers are going to 
be around, but not to lecture at you. 
They'll be available to personally an­
swer your questions about their work 

Place: Chautauqua, New York 
Dates: August 27 - September 2. 

1972 
Cost: $62.00 plus travel 
Guest Speakers: Dr. Art Patzia, 

missionaries Minnie Kuhn and 
Harold Lang, Mr. Yukio Fujie 
from Japan. Mr. Douglas Ross 
of Success With Youth and 
others. 
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. . . and maybe to help you settle 
your questions on God's plan for your 
li fe. 

Outreach Action Teams 
A chance for you to develop your 

talents to Reach Out for Jesus. Pre­
pare and share music with a message. 
for example, or join the "gospel at­
tack" on Jamestown Thursday night. 
or ... who knows? A chance for ac­
t ion! 

What's Happening 
Other kids will tell how Jesus has 

been working in their area. You'll find 
out what's been effective - and what 
hasn·t! You'll get ideas to bring home 
to your church. Most important, 
you 'll be introduced to new prayer 
concerns that will make our whole 
work together much stronger! 

Think Tanks . . . 
Based on what you hear and experi­

ence, you'll really use this chance to 
come up with new ideas to share 
Christ, worship. study his Word . 
When the Holy Spiri t uses your brain 
- Wow! There's really no limit to 
what He can do! 

Jesus Rally! 
Lord willing, about 2,000 kids from 

Cleveland to Buffalo will join us for 
a free Jesus Rally in Chautauqua's 
2.500 seat ampitheater Friday night. 
Outreach action teams will do music 
and witnessing. A "name" Jesus group 
will be there. 

Break Down the Walls! 
This week will give you real oppor­

tunity to know the Scriptures and find 
yourself in relation to God and others. 
Jn the musical. Show M e. a non­
Christian girl sings a blues-like song 
in which she asks Christians . .. 

This 
0

God you liste11 to ... the One 
with all the pla11s and new directio11s. 
how does He talk to you? How does 
He fi11d a way to make connections? 
Does He distribute tracts or does He 

buy some time on local radio? Or 
does he com e to you and tell you like 
a friend the things you need to know? 
I f th is is so, why can't you do the 
same fo r me? 

There are a lot of walls which can 
come down as we Reach Out for Jes us. 
Walls between Christian and non­
Christian will tumble as we learn to 
witness more effectively. Walls be­
tween Christian and Christian will 
come down as we experience deeper 
fellowship in the Lord . And the walls 
man erects between himself and God 
will fa ll as we proclaim and experience 
the simple Good News - "Be recon­
ciled to God!" Help break down the 
walls - come to the N .A.B. Youth 
Congress, August 27 - September 2. 
REACH OUT FOR JESUS! 

Register Now! 
Get a registration form from your 

pastor, or write to the Director of 
Youth Ministry. 7308 Madison St.. For­
est Park, IL 60130. Send $1 O with 
your registration form; the balance of 
$52 can be paid any time between 
now and your arrival at Chautauqua. 
The deadline for registration is July 
25. Refunds can be made unti l Au­
gust 15. All registrants will receive a 
" Reach Out for Jesus" button. 

You will need to bring a bedroll. 
pillow sl ip. towels. personal articles. 
Bible and notebook. 

Jf you are between the ages of 16 
and 25. what are you waiting for? 
REGISTER NOW! 0 

f '111.C'KIAE \\.ITll 
I .'" 

Jimmy was especially noisy in class 
one morning. Hoping to quiet him . 
the teacher said, "J immy you shouldn't 
shout so loud in church." 

Jimmy looked at her puzzled and re­
plied. "But Billy Graham does." 

" I see why you th ink he' s cool . . . . no 
parts." rnoving 
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SHOW ME YOUR HANDS! 

by Mrs. Jeanette Stein, president of 
the W.M.U., Winnipeg, Man. 

"Look at my hands!" I'm sure th t 
e~ch one of. us has used this expre~­
s1on many times over when speak· 

f · d P h · mg to our nen s. er aps 1t was afte 
big spring-cleaning job and the ha~d a 
were called on to witness to the ha ~ 
work don~. Many times they are us~d 
as a witness to the hard wo k 
done in the garden. Nearly always t~ 
hands are used as a witness to a er· e 
that was committed when finger Pr~me 

mts are taken to prove who was the gu· i 
one. Pilate tried to wash guilt fr1 

ty 
h. h om 

1s ands. He would hardly have call d 
attention to his hands. e 

"Look at my hands!" Jesus said th' 
to his frightened disciples who fo ~ 
it so hard to believe that he was al~n 
H. h d . f !Ve. 1s an s were a witness or hilll d 
all who saw them believed. Tho an 
being absent at the time said that~s 
would not believe unless he also e 
the hands of Jesus and when he saw 

· h . was given t e opportunity he cried 
"M L d out Y or and my God " All do b · · u ts 
were gone and he knew for a cena · 
that Jesus was alive. Have you mty 

k d ever 
as e Jesus to show you his hands? 
. "Look at m.y hands!" Would ·You 

like to say th is to Jesus to identify 
your~elf and your deeds? Were they 
praying hands? Did they reach out to 
help the needy, heal the sick, bring 
comfo~t to the lonely? Would Jesus 
recognize you by the work of your 
hands and say, "Thou good and faith­
ful servant"? 
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Lord, when I'm so tired of Work­
ing, 

And burdensome seem your com­
mands: 

Lord. show me your hands. 
0 God. da re I show you my 

hands? O 

PROGRESS - GOING BEFORE 

by Mrs. G. W. Lang, missionary to 
the Cameroons 

George and Lenore Lang, Dan 16, 
G wen 15, John 1 I, Linda 8 

In West Cameroon's Pidgin English, 
making progress is translated "going 
before." In our spiritual lives we need 
to "go before." Perhaps the fo llow­
ing three examples from everyday life 
can help us to do this. 

The first is from a deputation plane 
flight. Minutes before take-off time. 
our big plane's engines started and we 
were on our way to the runway. "This 
is great," I thought, "we're really on 
time!" But then instead of continuing 
to go forward, we turned to go back 
to the point where we had started. 

Soon we heard the captain expla in­
ing that some mechanical difficulty 
had been found and there would be a 
delay of abou t 15 minutes so it could 
be repaired . However, I heard no 
complaints. Probably each person was 
thinking the same thing: "Much better 
to find the trouble while the plane is 
on the ground than in the air." About 
15 minutes later the plane took off 
for a speedy, safe flight. The delay 

had been to the advantage of all. 
Progress sometimes needs patience in 
delays. 

Sometimes there is something else 
needed for progress - concern. One 
day in November as I was on my way 
to the store, a Volkswagen stopped 
near me. Two women were inside and 
one of them called out a nxiously, 
"Have you seen a little boy, about 
three wearing a yellow hood?" I 
shook my head a nd the next minute 
the ca r was on its way again, two 
pairs of eyes inside conti nuing to look 
up and down streets a nd sidewalks for 
someone who was lost. Yes, going for­
ward - progress - needs concern for 
the lost as a motivating force. 

Classroom Bui ld ing & Tutors' Offices 

Library & Administration Offices 

"Buildings at BBTC, N du, where the 
Langs were teaching before coming 
on furlough in August 1971." 

There is another powerful motiva­
tor for progress too, and that is joy. 
Returning home from a plane trip one 
afternoon in October, we saw that 
our children a nd o ther loved ones 
were waiting to greet us in the ai r­
port terminal. We really hurried up 
those s tairs! No lead in one's shoes at 
a time like that! Joy takes out the 
lead and attaches wings! Yes, prog­
ress is fas t where there is joy. 

As we serve our Lord here, with pa­
tience in delays and with concern for 
the lost, let us look forward with joy 
to that wonderful time that we read 
of in Revelation 22: 3-4, when we, "His 
servants shall serve him : And they 
sha ll see his face." 0 
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USING ONE'S HEAD 
by Ruth R abenhorst, Cameroon, 
West A frica 

Rural Health Center Under Construc­
tion 

Imagine carrying this building on your 
head! " Impossible," you say. But that 
is exactly what I have seen happen 
here at Mbem. It all started about 
ten months ago when the Christians 
from ou r Baptist churches in Mbem 
Field learned that plans were being 
made to bui ld a Rural Health Center 
quite near the already existing Mater­
nity and D ispensary. Representatives 
from the various churches met a nd 
said, "We must help by carrying the 
stone and sand needed for that new 
building." 

Since that time, approximately 35 
to 40 churches sent nearly I 000 to 
1200 Christ ians to carry (on their 
heads) about 180 cubic yards of stone 
and I 00 cubic yards of sand. That 
represents a lot of man-hours and has 
meant walking hundreds of miles to 
comple te t he job! Some churches are 
15 or 18 mi les away from the build­
ing site. 

This work certainly has been done 
joyfu lly. As men, women and children 
have searched for, dug and gathered 
stones from any available source, they 
were heard singing or humming. 
Qui te often a vigorous drummer from 
that particular church was at hand to 
encourage them and to keep time as 
line after line of singing people car­
ried the stones. some weighing as 
much as 40 pounds. 

When their work was completed, 
I'm sure the pastor and people often 
did as King D avid a nd his people did in 
I C hronicles 29: 9, " . . .. rejoiced, for 
they offered (carried) willingly, be­
cause with perfect heart they offered 
(carried) wi ll ingly for the Lord." 

We trust the Lord to continue to 
speak to hearts to provide the neces­
sary means to complete and furn ish 
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Ruth Rabenhorst missionary nurse at 
Mbem, Cameroon. 

this first unit of the Mbem Rural 
Health Center. At present the critical 
patients with pneumonia. and con­
vulsing, unconscious children wi th ce­
rebral malaria or meningitis, etc., a re 
housed in tiny (often smoke-fi lled) 
"kitchens" behind the present dispen­
sary. Is it no wonder that the Chris­
tians have used their heads and hearts 
for this phase of the Lord's work ! 
May God reward them for thei r will ­
ingness, and challenge many others by 
their example. 0 

THE WOODS ARE CLOSED 
by Mrs. Jan M. Overholser, Dallas, Or­
egon 

Having been raised in a big city, I 
was blissful when we bought a farm 
and built our home on the edge of a 
woods with a creek nearby. We en­
joy the beauty of our surroundings and 
never cease to wonder at the birth. 
growth and renewal that occurs all 
around us. The most wonderful time 
of all is springtime. For instance . . . 

In the winter we can see across a 
spring-fed creek, past th~ ferns ~nd 
bare branches of blackberries and vine 
maples. We see into a thick stand of 
alders, firs , oaks and maple trees. 
Their trunks and branches make sharp 
angles through which, on sunny days. 
light ~enetrates, making stark_ patterns 
on whites and grays. On rainy days. 
the silver moss that hangs fro~ the 
upper branches sparkles and dnps on 
the velvety green of the mosses be-

low. ft k f Few animals are seen; a oc.' o 
busy chick-a-dees make an occas1on~l 
visit and a deer or two make their 
daily circuit past our house and 
through the fields as they search for 

food. d . 
Yes, in winter we can se_e eep mto 

the woods . Its quiet serenity rests ,,us. 

d Say "The woods are open. 
an we ' · 

Then something happens. Suddenly 
winter is over. The days are warmer 
and longer. As we look into the 
woods little shades of gray-green ap­
pear as leaf buds form. Each day the 
green is stronger and the woods less 
bleak. Squirrels and chipmunks ap­
pear; an occasional insect comes to 
life. The sun through the woods 
makes patterns of browns and tans 
and even yellows as it hits the new 
green leaves. 

We find our gaze cannot penetrate 
the forest so deeply as before. Each 
day we see a shorter and shorter dis­
tance into the trees. Listening, there is 
a quiet rustling, as if one could hear 
the growing. The brook babbles on, 
birds come, frogs and crickets add 
their music. 

In a few weeks, the glory is in full 
sway. The trees are leafed over. We 
can no longer see into the woods. The 
creek is hidden. We can see bowers 
of leaves on the trees and bushes be­
tween our kitchen window and the 
creek. We say, "The woods are 
closed." 

Closed? Closed only to our vision. 
For the life-building processes have 
just begun for the year. Activity is 
rampant. Far beyond our feeble un­
derstanding, God has given new life. 
new strength and new hope to all 
outdoors. 

Now let the heavens be joyful. 
Let earth her song begin, 
Let the round world keep triumph 
And all that is therein , 
Invisible and visible, 
Their notes let all things blend: 
F or Christ the Lord hath risen, 
Our joy that hath no end. 

-St. John of Damascus. 
8th Century D 

Mrs. J. M. Overholser is the president 
of the Salt Creek Baptist W.M. Society 
and the president of the Oregon Associ­
ation of Christian Writers. 

LIFE CAN BE A FRESH EXPERIENCE 
by Mrs. Ray Hoff man, 
Dallas, Oregon 

Springtime is a wonderful season. As 
we stroll through the parks or country­
side, we can see new life with all its 
freshness springing up all around us. 
T hat which was dormant. drab. unat­
tractive and asleep has come alive . 
Even some of the birds. which were 
here all winter seem to have a more 
cheerful song. 

How is it with your life? Does it 
need to be restored to new freshness 

(Continued on page 3 l ) 
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WHERE 
DOWE R ev. Lloyd E. K wast 

GO R WI 
HERE/II 
C:A•ERDON? 

by Lloyd Kwast 

People have said to me, " the day of 
the foreign missionary is drawing to a 
close .. . The desired goal is in sight, 
missionaries have nearly worked them­
selves out of a job . . . Soon foreign 
missionaries will be the relics of a 
b.ygone age." I wonder if they are 
right? 

Certain ly in Cameroon we see dras­
tic changes taking place. Young 
trained Africans are quickl y replac­
ing missionary teachers. Short-term 
educational missionaries may no 
longer be needed. For more than fif­
teen years Cameroon Baptist church­
es have capably managed their own 
affairs . Forever gone is the day of the 
missionary pastor-evangelist. It would 
seem that the Cameroonian church 
has come of age. But has it? 

In viewing the situation, some have 
~uggested that our missionary man­
date in Cameroon may be ending. 
Although no plan for retreat has been 
suggested .. neither is there any care­
fully designed. dynamic. aggressive 
program for missionary advance for 
~he future. l~ this day of rapid c hange 
a.nd hewildermg uncertainty. the ques­
tion clearly is. "where do we go from 
here in Cameroon?" 

Everyone knows that perplexing 

Tl~e .Rev. Lloyd E. Kwast is a former 
m1ss1onary to Cameroon, West Africa. 
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winds of change are sweeping Africa. 
Institutions that endured for centuries 
are suddenly being swept away. Ideas 
that have stood the test of history a re 
experiencing radica l alteration. Poli­
cies that molded the very character 
of African nations are being abruptly 
abandoned. 

Cameroon missionaries. who have 
rested secure in a traditio n of more 
than one and one quarter centuries of 
outstandi ng missionary work wi th the 
blessings of government, look with in­
creasi ng a pprehension at the winds of 
change swirling about them. Viewin g 
a new and greatly a ltered miss ionary 
l a~dscape has caused many miss ion­
aries to ask. "Where do we go from 
here?" 

W.hat ~re. some of the changes 
causing missionaries to pause and re­
flect on their future? For one thing 
the loss of cont rol over m1ss10~ 
schools. In March of last yea r 119 
Baptist mission schools were h~nded 
over . to the full cont rol of Cameroon 
Baptis t authori ti es. After more than 
one hundred years of mission ad min-
1strat1on: this far-reaching cha nge 
came. with a step by step planning in 
ha~dmg over. T ime will be needed to 
adiust to the new idea. Problems wi ll 
have to be worked out. 
. Together with the "Cameroonianisa­

tion" of mission schools has come a 

renewed effort by the na tional govern­
ment to replace missionary teachers 
with qualified Africans as soon as they 
a re avai la ble. All agree tha t th is is a 
good and necessary step toward build­
ing a strong, independent educational 
system for Cameroon. But as a re­
sult, our very successful short-term 
missionary program will phase out. 
One fact is becoming abundantly clear, 
the missionary teacher is no longer 
needed as before in Cameroon! 

Changes are not only in education. 
Medical missionary work will eventu­
ally come under Cameroonian con­
trol. Already a committee is at work 
ma king plans to hand over our Bap­
tist hospitals a nd cl inics to Cameroon­
ian authorities. 

Furthermore, unstable economies at 
home and in Africa add to missionary 
uncertainty. While m1ss1on budgets 
have experienced minimal increases in 
recent years, the cost of missions in 
Cameroon has more than doubled. 
Miss ion giving has not kept pace with 
spiraling inflation. Cameroon govern­
ment funds for Baptist schools and 
hospi tals have been reduced drastical­
ly . . Cuts in budgets a nd personnel are 
!a king place. Some are asking, "where 
is all this taking us?" 

Little wonder that some mission­
a ries see a dim fu ture. One, with more 
!han a decade of outsta nding and ded­
icated service has written saying, "MY 
~uture out here is now obviously lim­
ited. We have been expecting th is for 
a long time. Because it comes with 
forewarning, we are preparing for it . · · 
to settle down in the U .S. again." As 
much as they may regret it, a num­
ber of missionaries see little missiona ry 
opportunity for the fu tu re a nd will 
not. be returning to the fie.Id. But is 
their view entirely correct? 

!he missionary's a nxiety has been 
heightened recently by the changing 
mood of Christians here at home. The 
flush of romance for foreign missions 
h~s faded . A growing apathy and in­
d.ifference for those outside our na­
tional borders has set in. One hears 
P.eople say, "we have our greates t mis­
sion fie ld r ight here, "YhY worry a bout 
those people over the re - they don't 
appreciate it, anyway. It's time to let 
them fi ght their own battles." And it 
seems that fewer and fewer people 
he.re. at home a re willing to share the 
m1ss1ona ry's heavy burden of concern 
- or even come out to listen to him. 
for that matter. If so few rea lly care. 
~a.ybe it is time to come home. Or 
IS It? 

The Baptist mission is not the only 
mission experiencing upheaval caused 
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by these changes. The American Pres­
byterian mission in East Cameroon, 
which for more than eighty-five years 
has enjoyed outstanding success, is 
presently phasing out their entire mis­
sion operation. Except for a few re­
maining fratern al workers, the day of 
American P resbyterian missionaries in 
Cameroon is over. But are they right? 

Is the picture in Cameroon really 
as dark as it first appears? Will the 
effects of rapid cha nge actually bring 
missionary opportunities to an end? 
Has the missionary really worked him­
self out of a job? Is the whole con­
cept of foreign missions becoming ob­
solete? H as the Cameroon church 
come fully of age and are they cap­
able of doing alone the job that still 
needs to be done? Is there left a 
place for the missionary, and if so. 
where do his future opportunities lie? 
Where, in fact, do we go from here? 

First, we can be assured that rev­
olut ionary change wi ll continue to be 
the pattern of life in Africa for a long 
time to come. Many of these changes 
will be for the good. Nearly all will 
be d isruptive to any comfortable sta­
tus quo. N ot only will the climate of 
ch.ange drastically effect our present 
missionary program, but it will call 
~o r a complete overhaul and recast­
ing of basic missionary objectives and 
priorit ies. But fa r from coming to an 
end , I firmly believe that we are 
standing at the th reshold of an era of 
greatest missionary opportunity. 

Where, then, are these great op­
portun ities? The most important re­
ma ins in the area of evangelization. 
church planting and Christian nurture. 
:Vhile government policy may be clos-
1~g the doors of missionary participa­
tion in publ ic education and medicine. 
th~re is hope that Baptist mission­
aries will be welcome in the years to 
come as they assist in the development 
of a growing church. 

As long as there remain thousands 
of Cameroonians without Christ, mul­
titudes of whom are receptive to the 
G?spel, we need more, not fewer, 
rn1ssiona ries. Missionaries should nev­
er find themselves out of a job un ti l 
one and one ha lf mi ll ion West Cam­
erooni ans love Jesus Ch rist and are 
fai thful members of His Church. Wi th 
th~ !mmensity of the task our call to 
~i1~s1on is not temporary or stop-gap, 
It Is perennial. 
. The young Cameroon church knows 
•t s till needs missiona ry help in ful ­
filling its evangelistic task. They have 
rn~de repeated requests for full-ti~e 
rn1ssionaries to reside in each of their 
twelve "fields." At best we have come 
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up with one or two. Incredible as it 
may seem, some of our Baptist church­
es in Cameroon have never been vis­
ited by a missionary. Many go for 
years without a visit. Yes, Cameroon 
church leaders see clearly the need 
for more missionary involvement, not 
less. 

The national evangelistic campaign 
of "New Life for All" in Cameroon is 
stirring new spiritual life and creating 
a zeal for winning souls. H undreds 
have al ready come to know Christ 
through this effort. It is clear that 
Cameroon is caught up, together with 
most of black Africa, in a significant 
movement to Christ. Responsible au­
thorities predict that 350 million Af­
ricans will become Christians in the 
next thirty yea rs. In the last sixty 
years the Christian community in Af­
rica has expanded at a rate of more 
than twice that of the population in­
crease. By the year 2000, if this trend 
continues, Africa will have the largest 
Christian community on any continent 
in the world . 

Such turning to Christ presents tre­
mendous opportunities for planting 
new churches. The potential for 
church growth are almost unlimi ted. 
Already during the last ten years the 
number of Baptist churches increased 
from 300 to more than 500. Member­
ship growth has increased steadily 
over the last 30 years and continues 
to rise. There is no sign of slowing. 
Great growth must be expected and 
planned for in the ne~t thir~~ ye~rs. 
The missionary has his exc1tmg 1ob 
cut out for him. 

And then there are opportunities 
for fresh outreach into remote areas 
and among unreached tribes. Whole 
ethnic groups such as the F ulani have 
yet to be won for Christ. They are 
becoming increasingly open to the 
message. There are large tracts of ter­
ritory such as Mamfe-overside that 
have hardly been penetrated with the 
message of Christ. 

As the church expands greatly many 
new opportunities will cry for mis­
sionary skill and attention. The pro­
duction of Christian literature is be­
coming increasingly urgent. Our mis­
sion schools have taught thousands to 
read, but now we fail .to pro~id~ th~ir 
hungry, alert minds with. Christian .lit­
erature. If they are denied something 
good to read. they c~n easily turn to 
cheap and readily a~ailable books fe.a­
turing ' sex, greed. violence and atheis­
tic Communism. We need desperately 
a planned program of literature evan­
gel ism and t.he dedicated talents of 
missionary wnters, now. 

Remarkable opportunities in radio 
evangelism have opened up to our 
Baptist missionaries in the last few 
years. Prime broadcast time is pro­
vided free of charge over govern­
ment radio for religious programs. In 
few places would such opportunity be 
even dreamed of. Now that we have 
it, what are we going to do with it? 
Missionaries with technical know-how 
in radio broadcasting are urgently 
needed, now. Not five or ten years 
from now, for by then it may be too 
late, but now. This says nothing of 
fu ture opportunities in television that 
will surely be ours. We should be pre­
paring a missionary with evangelistic 
zeal and technical skill to step into this 
tremendous job when it comes. With 
vision and foresight our future mis­
sionary role in Cameroon can be very 
exci ting, indeed. 

Each year thousands of Cameroon­
ian young people leave their tribal 
homes in the grasslands and forests 
and move to the quickly swelling towns 
and cities of the coast. Many of these 
young people are lonely and lost in 
their new urban environment. They 
need the love of Christ and the com­
panionship of Christian friends. An 
aggressive program to reach this flood 
of youth is urgently needed, now. 

More than 50.000 Cameroonians 
live and work on the great rubber. co­
coa and palm oil plantations of the 
West Cameroon coastal lowlands. Not 
one missionary is assigned full -time to 
reach into these large. needy com­
munities of dislocated people. Thou­
sands are spiritually uncommitted, but 
open to the influence of somebody 
who really cares - but on ly if some­
body goes. 

Our m1ss1onary opportunities in 
Cameroon are not coming to an end. 
they are only beginning. To be sure. 
recent changes will force us to re-ex­
amine our priorities and adjust our ob­
jectives. but th is gives us no cause to 
fall into dark pessimism. What we 
n~ed is a bold confidence that God is 
still at work to redeem multitudes 
more t? .Himself in Cameroon. and 
the o?t1m1sm to know that He is still 
~ounting on ~1s to help Him do the 
1ob. But t~e. 1ob will not be done un~ 
less our giving for missions ·1n C . am-
eroon. increases. God has used N h 
A e B · . ort m ncan . apllsts in a remarkabl 
way to begin a great church . C 

b in am-
eroon. ut can he count on 
ish the job? us to finJ 

Where do we go from h ? 

God's help we move on to ber.e. W it 
f . right d 

o new and exciting · . a y 
portunity. D m1ss1ona ry op 
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Part Of A 
Great New 
Revolution 

by Kathleen Smit 

The crowd is silent and the building is quiet. No one is 
moving. All of a sudden a singing group walks out onto 
the platform and things really start to happen. The 
trumpets blare and everyone is rocking to the rhythm of 
the music. Soon a tall stately blonde steps forward with 
mike in hand. H er beautiful contralto voice floats out 
over the audience having a very tranquil affect upon 
those in attendance. H er tambourine is gently beating out 
the rhythm and all are hypnotized by the sound. The 
brunette at the piano runs her fingers along the keys in 
soft accompaniment. The group , together once again, 
sings a fast , catchy tune that brings the crowd into the 
act. Everyone is singing and keeping time with the music. 

All of a sudden one kid in the group takes the mike and 
slowly s tarts walking to the middle of the pla tform. His 
voice, though soft and low, has a vibrant ring and the 
crowd is hushed. He talks about love and peace and 
brotherhood . He asks the crowd to share a moment of 
love and they rapidly respond with some incident that 
shows love in their life. He asks another question about 
love, and the crowd responds with a ra ising and clapping 
of hands. Enthusiasm is filling the building and everyone 
within . Feelings are running tense and high. The bru­
nette, taking the mike, comes down into the midst of the 
crowd. The crowd once again is quiet. She speaks to the 
crowd with her heart as she sings the words of a song 
showing love and trust. She says, "Just trust me!" 
T~ey're sitting perfectly s till, entranced by the lyrics of 
this son~. She finishes and the two boys in the group 
grab their trumpets and begin to play, practically lifting 
~he roof of the building with their music . The crowd is 
Joyful and identifies with the group on the platform. T hey 
pu~ their faith in the lead er of the group to keep them 
going. They've never felt so light-hear ted and care-free. 
The power and wisdom portrayed by the group lifts them 
and ~Is them with strength and peace of mind. They 
feel different, they don't understand it but they know 
there 's been a change. They' re not a lone anymore. 

Miss K . Smit is a m ember of the West Center Street Baptist 
Church, Madison, S.D. 
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The building was a church and the group was God's 
Volunteers. There's been quite a revival in many areas 
of the .United States, and this is just one example of the 
revolution tha t is taking place. This certain experience 
took place just recently in a small town in the south­
eastern part of South D akota. 

The blonde was Marilyn Lindam an who stood up there 
and sang her heart out for what she believed in. The 
young kid who got up and ta lked about love and peace 
and brotherhood was Tim Neuman showing in his own 
way that God loves us, gives us peace and helps us to 
lo~e t.~ose whom we find so ha rd to love. Betty Anderst 
said, Trust me. Trust me now." She wasn't referring to 
herself, she was referring to God . The great response 
from the crowd came when Tim asked them to sha re 
the ir testimony and what God has done for them . 

It was beautiful! People just kept responding saying 
that ~od was with them and helped them even when 
the chips were down. Then came the big question . "Who 
lo~es the Lord?" Joy exploded in the place and people 
ra ised the~r hands and clapped . Tim and R on Krahn 
played their trumpets and Marilyn, Be tty, Cherry H eupel 
and Peggy ~ates. sang, practically lifting the roof off the 
church. Their director was Edgar Kla tt but the ir leader 
was God. 

What they said really struck home in m y heart a nd in 
the hearts of m any who were with me a t the time. We 
found ~:>u t tha t .Christianity wasn't a goal that you would 
r~ach if you did 10,000 good works, but it was a free 
gift. There's only one catch. You have to ask for it. 
God d oesn't care how much you' ve sinned he just wants 
you. t? ~cc~pt, him. .~e wants to give 'you his Jove. 
Chnstiarnty isn t a. relig1on, it's a re la tio nship. It's per­
s~nal. and everla~tmg. These people d on't push Christ, 
t ey Just share him. They're not perfect and they don' t 
~laim t~ be. The.y' re just bursting a t the ~earns with Jove 
or C~nst and with that much joy all we can hope for is 

a nation-: or world-wide "epidemic." These young 
people a re m God's v 1 o unteers for one great reason -
tha t we may know C hris t and m ake him known. D 
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In iUhl 
Into 
Christian 
Education 
CHILDREN NEED MORE THAN LOVE 
by Donald Richter 

One of the most neglected areas in 
our churches today is parent educa­
tion. William V. Shannon , member of 
the New York Times editorial board , 
said, "American children today a re suf­
feri ng from widespread parent fai lure. 
By the ir words and actions, many fa­
thers and mothers make it clear th "lt 
they are almost paralyzed by uncer­
tainty. We know most of what we 
need to know to rear healthy chil ­
d ren. What is lacking is not informa­
tion but conviction. We need the will 
to use wha t we know." Paren t educa­
tion should help fathers and mothers 
to know and to act on what they 
know. 

Pa rent education is important be­
cause the parents are the child's first 
teachers. The child enters the world 
without de fense when born into a fam­
ily where values, attitudes. priorities, 
and discipline are unclear, weak , or 
godless. He does not have the per­
ception of an adult to separate right 
from wrong, necessary from super­
fluous. and temporary from perma­
nent. 

Attitudes about trust are taught in 
the home : These people we can trust; 
these people may hurt you. Attitudes 
ahout sex are taught in the home. The 
sexual atti tude parents demonstrate 
toward each other influences the child 
from birth and is probably the most 
important factor in the child's sexual 
development. As a child is surrounded 
by acceptance. understanding, security. 

The Rev. Donald Richter i.~ Ad11/r 
Ministries Director with the Depart­
m en t of Christian Education , North 
American Baptist G eneral Conference. 
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hope, peace, and love, he will tend to 
include these things in his mind and 
personality. As he is surrounded by 
selfishness, frustration , anger, an un­
forgiving spirit, rejection , or uncer­
tainty, he will tend to include these 
thi ng~ in his personality. What the 
pctrent considers important in terms of 
time and money, the child will tend 
to fo llow the order of priori ties rhat 
he sees. 

At present there are few helps from 
any denomination or publishing house 
that provide a plan for the Christian 
education of parents. Usually the lo­
cal church's Board of Christian Edu­
cation considers the need, determines 
the type of program it can afford , or­
ganizes classes or special sessions, and 
hopes everything will turn out for the 
best. 

Certainly the Board of Christian Ed­
ucation in the local church should 
tailor-make its own parent education 
program. Each church has a different 
situation and set of needs. H owever. 
the program needs to include at least 
th ree things. 
I . Know what the Bible says about 

God, Jesus Christ, the church, the 
home, parents, children , and the 
power of change available in the 
Holy Spirit. 

2. Place responsibility for the Chris­
tian growth of the child on the 
father and mother, for at best the 
chu rch and Sunday school only 
supplement the instruction that 
comes through all parents say and 
do. 

3. Develop a set of standards for 
Christian behavior that lays em­
phasis on what Christians can and 
should do and not on what Chris­
tians cannot and should not do. 

There needs to be, of course, a list 
of things that cannot be done be­
cause of the harm these things 
bring. Just as we grow strong be­
cause we eat good food and have 
good exercise, not by what we do 
not eat or do, so spiritually we 
develop by our positive actions. 

A local church Board of Christian 
Education can do several things to 
develop and enhance Christian educa­
tion of parents. 
I. Involve parents in the setting of 

objectives and program planning. 
2. Discover what resources for help 

there are in your community: a 
doctor, a nurse, a minister, a psy­
chiatrist, a psychologist, a social ~ 
worker, a school principal, a fam­
ily counseling clinic, a training op­
portunity for parents. 

3. Remind parents that they need the 
support of each other to be a bet­
ter parent. 

4. Help parents find release for thei r 
guilt if they have any in relation 
to child-rearing. 

5. Seek to establish an intensive pre­
marital counseling program for 
young people considering marriage. 

6. Encourage Board members to read 
Children Under Two by Elizabeth 
W. Gale, (Judson Press), Dare to 
Discipline by Dr. James L. Dobson 
(Tyndale Publishing House) , and 
Adult Education in the Church 
edited by Roy B. Zuck and Gene 
A. Getz (Moody Press). D 

N.A.B. MISSION TOUR 

Would you like to visit our African 
mission fields? Join the 22-day 
N.A.B. Mission Tour with an op­
tional 27-day tour of Africa, Eu­
rope and the Middle East; de­
parture from New York on May 22. 

The 22-day tour will take you 
to Rome, Nigeria, Cameroon, Zu­
rich, Geneva and Paris; co-st $1,102. 
The optional 27-day tour will in­
clude Rome, Nigeria, Cameroon, 
Nairobi and Israel; cost $1,446. 

A possible departure date from 
New York on June 19 would in­
crease the tour price to $1,148 and 
the optional tour price (27 days) to 
$1,521. 

Tour leader: Dr. Richard Schilke. 
A minimum of 15 persons is re­
quired for either one of the tours. 
Interested persons should write to 
Dr. R. Schilke, 7308 Madison St., 
Forest Park, IL 60130. 

I~ 



A BIBLB sruod 
IN THO BOOH OF 

PROPHETIC TROUBLER OF RELIGIOUS CALM Part- 4 
by Benjamin H. Breitkreuz 

DIVINE JUDGMEN T ON RELI­
GIOUS BEEHIVES (Fourth in a 
Series) 

There is no aspect of Old Testament 
studies which still elicits hotter debate 
than the aspect of the evaluation that 
the prophets gave to formal worship 
as practised at the sanctuaries. The 
prophetic evaluation seems no less 
radical than what one hears in our 
generation from those who say "We 
dig Jesus, but despise the church," or. 
"We feel as though we must abandon 
the church to fo llow Jesus!" The key 
passages in the debate, from Amos. 
are 5:2 1-27 ; 4:4-5 ; 5:4-6 (along wi th 
parallels in Jeremiah 7 :21-23; Isa iah 
1:10-17, Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:6-8: 
Psalm 50:7- 15). This article will con­
centrate on the worship that the Lord 
rejects: next month's concluding arti­
cle will emphasize the worship that 
the Lord demands. 

The Israelites (both in Judah and Is­
rael) of Amos' time were a most re­
ligious people (cf. the second article 
in the series). It was a time of exces­
sive religious piety, devotion and ac­
tivity. Sacrifices, offerings, gifts and 
tithes were brought in great numbers 
by the faithful worshippers of the 
Lord to the sacred sanctuaries at 
Bethel, G ilgal, Beersheba, Jerusalem 
and elsewhere. The assemblies were 
most solemn; the choirs and music 
must have been most spiritually in­
spiring; the Sabba ths were carefu ll y 
observed. T he people were very re­
ligious. And, according to Amos. it 
was the Lord that was being wor­
shipped at the sanctuaries. So Amos' 
complaint is not that the people were 
idolatrous or polytheistic. No; his 
shattering complaint is that the Lord 
does not require this kind of external 
worship; in fact, the Lord has never re­
quired it! What he req uires instead is 

Dr. Benjamin H . Breitkreuz is As­
sistant Professor of Old Testament at 
the North American Baptist Seminary . 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 
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justice and righteousness! 

The Lord's rejection of Israel's for­
mal worship is detailed in 5:21-27. 
In the first three verses the basic and 
most sacred elements of worship are 
taken up one by one, and it is difficult 
to imagine how Amos could have re­
jected external worship more explic­
itly. The first term, " festival," refers 
to the three annual pilgrim festivals 
of Unleavened Bread, (or Passover) , 
Weeks (or Pentecost) and Harvest 
(or Tabernacles) - cf. Exodus 23: 15-
1 8; 34: 22-25 ; Deuteronomy 16: I 0-16. 
The second phrase, "feast-day" or "sol­
emn assembly" refers to the festive 
time of celebration - cf. Leviticus 23: 
26 ; Numbers 29: 35: De uteronomy 
16:8. The burnt offering was the sac­
rifice in which the animal was en­
tirely burned and "sent up" to God -
cf. Lev. I : 3-7. The offering refers to 
any sacrifice brought as a gift to God. 
The hymn (as man y Psalms are ca lled) 
is the official c ultic song sung to the 
music of the harp. The enumeration 
of Amos indicates that worship at 
Bethel was rich, enthusiastic, vigorous, 
joyous, we ll-supported and probably 
mos t sincere. These were not irreli­
gious people; they were not careless 
about their worship. They were seri­
ous in the celebrations of their ancien t 
festivals, rituals and sacrifices. And 
the worship was directed to the Lord, 
no t Baal. Nevertheless, the Lord 
ha tes. despises, has no regard for, will 
not accept, these expressions of wor­
ship (the verbs are the nega tion of 
similar verbs in the Psalms. in which 
the Lord loves, accepts. takes pleasure 
in . etc.). 

But Amos has even more to say ! 
Not only does the Lord reject Israel's 
current worship - he has never re­
qui red it. That is the burden of verse 
25 (quoted in Acts 7 :42). Amos says 
that during the forty yea rs in the wil­
derness (i.e. the Exodus period. under 
Moses. which Amos refers to as ab­
solutely and authoritatively decis ive 
for the futu re). sacrifices a nd offer-

ings were not brought to the Lo_rd ! 
Jeremiah says basically the same thmg 
in 7: 22, "When I brought your fa­
thers out of the land of Egypt, I did 
not speak to them or command the~ 
concerning burnt offerings and sacri­
fices. But this command I gave them . 
'Obey my voice, and I will be yo'u'~ 
God, and you shall be my people .. · 
What Amos and Jeremiah (and less 
explicitly the other eighth cent~ry 
prophets) say seems to be a glaring 
contradiction of what the Pentateuch 
( the "Books of Moses," the firs t five 
books of the Bible) says. For the 
Pentateuch contains chapter after 
chapter after chapte r of precise pre­
scrip tions for burnt offerings, peace 
offerings, whole offerings, communion 
offerings, sin offerings, guilt offerings, 
e tc. to be offered at all kinds of feas ts. 
fest ivals and other occasions. which 
are absol111ely demanded by God (read 
Exodus 25-3 1; 35-40 : a ll of Leviticus: 
Numbers 1- 10 ; 15 ; 18; 26-3 1; much 
of Deuteronomy). Not only does the 
Lord demand sacrifices in these pas­
sages; he demands little else. Almost 
all obedience is interpreted in terms 
of how faithfully the correct sacrifices 
a re brought. 

How then can Amos and Jeremiah 
say that the Lord does no t require 
sacrifices, or that Israel d id not sac­
rifice in the wilderness (compare 
Amos 5: 25 with Leviticus 9; Jeremiah 
7:22 with Leviticus 6)? Without going 
into the problem too extensively, let 
it be no ted tha t many biblical scholars. 
including many evangelicals, have for 
many years concluded that Moses 
could not have written the whole Pen­
tateuch. bu t that Moses is responsible 
for the basic covenanta l relationsh ip 
and law as defined in Exodus 19-24. 
in which sacrifice is more assumed 
and allowed than demanded, and Is­
rael's relationship to God is defined 
more in terms of covenantal obedience 
rather than ritual / cultic observance. 
Using this a pproach, Moses led the 
people out of Egypt and defined for 
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them what it basically meant to be 
God's people. H aving done this, Moses 
continued as a living force even after 
he died so that all later law was also 
attribut~d to Moses, though in actual­
ity most of the sacrificial legislati_o~ 
(Exodus 25-31; 35-40; all of Leviti­
cus· NL1mbers I-JO· ·26-3 1; most of 

' ' . d Deuteronomy ) comes from the per~o 
of Jeremia h and la ter. It is interestmg 
to note how, in New Testa ment _times, 
even the oral tradition was attributed 
to Moses. At any rate, Amos a_nd Jer­
emiah knew the wilderness period un­
der Moses as that period in which ~od 
required obedience, justice and right­
eousness, but not sacrifices. Amos 
concludes the oracle by apparently 
saying that s ince Israel had chos~n to 
worship God by means of sacrifices. 
God would exi le them to beyond 
Damascus the land of the gods Sak-

' h" h d de-kut and K a iwan, gods w 1c o 
mand that type of worship! . 

The burden of Amos' message in this 
oracle, as in 4:4-5 ; 5:4-6, is to seek 
the Lord not the sanctuaries; serve the 
Lord wi

0

th justice and righteou_s~ess. 
not with all th is irrelevant rel igwus 
"busyness." th 

The message of Amos, as of -~ 
other prophets must be heard by us 1 

' d bal-our renewal is to have a true an 
anced Biblical depth. Amos forces uJ 
to anal yze o ur rel ig ious structu.res an 
activities troubling and shattermg and 

' · b We searching as that ana lysis may e. 
must take a second look at wh~t we 
are doing in at least three areas if we 
would allow Amos to speak to us. d 

I . The basic danger Amos ~ -
dresses himself to is that of making 
ourselves "spiritual " with littl e or ~o 

' . d1f regard for those a round us. It is ~ 
ficult to say that the people of Amo~ 
time were unspiritual, what wi th thei~ 
sacrifices. oITerings, hymns and sac~e t 
celebrations. It is difficult to say t a 
th · f J • time were un-e Phansees o esus . d"ll 
spiritual - they tithed mmt and 1 
a nd cum min they traversed land andd 

.' t ( tha t soun s sea for a single conver b 
like an evangelism program to ~ 
copied) externall y they appearde. 

' • ed the t ra 1-most devout, they rever 
23

. 
lions of their fathers (cf. Ma tthew ; 
15 23 28 29 ) and they prayed mos 

' · · ' · . M tt 6 : re li giously (cf. Luke 18: 9 ff., .a. · 
1
,, 

· "spmtua 5). Yet. a pparently being 
Wasn' t e nough! . reater 

In our renewal emphasis. ~ 
. . . ty are impor-sp1ntuality and true pie_ .< There 

tant. but on ly as a begmnmg .. 
. . . I It is per-must he sp1 rituality P us. · · · . f n's 

haps indica tive o f our denomma k10 f 
I t the Wee o Pe rspective to note t rn f r 

P . fo . renewal re e rayer instructions 1 
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to approximately 240 Biblical verses, 
not one of which comes from the 
prophets (or any part of the Old Testa­
ment; Marcion reigns supreme) ' only 
one from the gospels ( thus, a c~mplete 

omission of the Great Comm1ss1on) ' 
and the rest from the epistles, mostly 
Paul. These references should help us 
become very "spiritual," but dare we 
call that an adequate '.enewal?. Re­
ligion turned in on . itself ~-1~~-ou: 
reaching out is not a true_ I ~C:a 
fai th. Lyle Schaller, among his pre ~c­
tions for the church . for 1972, m­
cludes a new interest m the. theology 
of spirituality, a new emp.~as1~ o.~ the 
idea of the church as a canng fel­
lowship in which the larger group ex­
presses a genuine concern for each 
person who is a member of that. fe~­
lowship ( a new form of "ecclessiastl­
cal isolationism" ) , as well as a de­
crease of the effectiveness of the 

h h on issues such as poverty, race, 
c urc_ ed crime drug addiction and 
orgarnz • d J 
hunger (cf. Baptist Heral , anuary 

'72• p. 5) . h . . th 
The dange r of over-emp a~1zmg e 

fact that we are a "fello\~sh1p of be-
1. ,, .1s that we close m ourselves, 1evers . . "bT 
h t we see our Chnst1an respons1 I I-

:i:s to each other within the frame-
k f the church and thus close our wor o · h 

to the agonies of those w o are 
eyes t of our exclusive C hristian not a par . 

Th t smacks of Baptist monas-party. a · I · t 
. . w1"thout monasteries. t ts no t1c1sm J " 

h to have "nice, devout peop e 
~noug h rches who may nevertheless 
in our c u "bT . 
be ind ifferent to their respon~1 I ith1es 

le outside. Amos implies t at 
to P~~tp l"ty that is indifferent to the 
a spm ua I . b I t 1 

f People outside is a so u e y hurts o 

rejected by G od .. d us tha t '' being ac-
2 Amos remm s . 

. · . the Church" is not necessarily 
t1ve ~n t or even a good test for Chris­
the csff t. eness It is d ifficult to ti an c ec 1v · . 
. . more religiously active peo-1magmc a A , t. 

h the Israelites of mos ime. 
pie t an ' d I · for 

h" ''busyness" was a e us1.on, 
But te~s le thought that by it th_ey ~ere 
the p. p their religious obligation~; 
fulfilling · a shattering "No! 
A os' response is ' ' . f 

m d not require their flur ry o God oes . . 
religious ac.t1v1ty. b .d that by the 

L t it s imply e sa1 d 
e f ur people have fulfille 

time ma ny ~ 0 
·ng the Church -. bligations serv1 

their o . church boa rds. Sunday 
hat with our . b "Id 

w d and committees. u1 -
School boa_r s fin ance committees. 
ing co11:11n1ttfees. and food. not social 

· I ( • e un ' 
soc1a · · "ttccs cho irs. e tc. etc .. 

· n ) comm• · I f act10 . recious little time e t to 
- there ~s ~t is grossly inad~quate to 
serve Go · 1 ·n terms of mcreased 
in terp ret renewa I 

church acllv1l!es, with little regard as 
to how these activities contribute to 
the overall mission of the Church. We 
must not conclude too easily that any­
thing and everything done for the 
Church is necessarily honored by 
God! It is very easy to become the 
proverbial Ladies' . Aid _Society that 
discussed how it might raise money to 
buy chairs on which to sit while they 
discussed how to raise money to b~y 
chairs on which to sit while they dis­
cussed .... 

3. Amos challenges us to replace 
our steeple-orientation with a people­
orientation! Since it is our custom to 
inte rpret Christian service in terms of 
what takes place at our sanctuaries, it 
is not surprising that over 80 % ?f t_he 
"Lord's money" is spent on mamta1_n­
ing the structure; only 17 % ~oes to mis­
sions, education, and all kmds of _re­
lief help. But are we really blmd 
enough to believe that o_ur externals 
impress God - that he 1s favorably 
moved by our expensive pews an~ 

carpeted floors, that his hear~ is 
warmed each time another stame~­
glass window is installed and "ded i­
cated to his glory," that he se~s our 
steeples on our pl ush sanctuaries . as 
really one of the better w~ys to _in­

vest his tithe, and that the mstallation 
of pipe organs and a ir condit_ionin_g 
are really major achievements m his 
kingdom? Is it too much to ~uggest 
that we spend God's money th is way 
because o ur chief concern is with our­
selves our material comforts. and the 
feed i;g of our middle-class aesthetics 
and values - to the point that though 
we give a tithe to the Lord yet we re­
tain the right to spend it on ourselves? 
Can God possibly be pleased at the 
expenditure of tens a nd hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on luxuries that 
are used but a few hours per week 
while hundreds of millions of God's 
people are starving. diseased . unedu­
ca ted and unredeemed? 

Surely it is a tragedy that Amos is 
not read more often! He· must be 
heard again - if renewal is to be more 
than just more and better attended 
church activities. if it is to be more 
than just feeding and bettering our own 
inner spiritual lives (and we all know 
how badly we need that). if it is to be 
more than moving another church out 
of the inner ci ty into the suburbs 
where the potentials for increased 
membership may be greater. It would 
be tragic to spend so muc h mo ney a nd 
effort on a renewal emphasis. o nly t 
hear again the indictment. "I h t 0

1 d . f a e. 
. esp1se your easts: I take no de\ioht 
m your solemn assem blies .... " O"' 
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OUTREACH IN A NEW COMMUNITY 

General View of Apple Valley 

Young people of the Minne­
sota La Crosse Association 
taking a snack before they 
distributed printed invitations 
to . A l v over 2,000 homes in PP e 

Q//ey 

p 

by lake 
i everette Q.s, o,. 

Jake Leverette and family 

pie Valley, Minn 
The AP years ago th esot 

rapid. f ~cflh was stil l ere \v a.. development has been very 
hi Very ere very few fam ilies in this 

area, VI in the past ten ll)uch a fa rming community. 
However· Apple Va lley. It Years over 12.000 people have 
moved to · d is 

. with no m ustry and essentially a " bedroom" com-
munity a very small shopp· Very li ttle business outlet; there 
15 only ·ngton or the Tw· ing center. The reside nts drive 
to Bloorn

1 
nd shopping in Cit ies of Minneapolis-St. Paul 

for work a · --rile R ev. Jake Leverette is the p£i.i·toi· of the Apple Valley 
Baptist Church, Apple Valley AA · 

• 1v1tnn. 

Some years ago our Minnesota-LaCrosse Baptist Associa­
tion began to seek the direction of the Lord for the es­
tablishment of a church extension project in the Twin Cities 
area. They searched, prayed and trusted God to lead them 
to the right place at the right time. They became con­
vinced that Apple Valley was that place. It was a new com­
munity, developing rapidly, and was not over crowded with 
churches. (There are only four church denominations.) In 
Apri l of 1971 , a "sample survey" was made of several hun­
dred homes in the new G reen Leaf portion of Apple Valley. 
They found that interest warranted the pursuit of plans to 
start an extension church. 

A call was extended to the Rev. Jake Leverette of Ed­
monton, Al ta., Canada, to become the found ing pastor of 
this new project. He moved, wi th his fami ly, to the fi eld in 
January of 1972, and began to lay the groundwork neces­
sary before the first serv ice could be held. The first Bible 
study-prayer meeting of the new church was held on Thurs­
day evening, Jan. 20, wi th interested people from a number 
of our Minnesota churches. The first Sunday service was 
held on Feb. 20. It will be conducted in the Southview 
Elementary School which has been ren ted for th is project . 
A number of families from the Riverview Baptist Church in 
West St. Paul. which is the mother church. wi ll work in this 
project until it can become strong enough to carry on the 
ministry itself. 

There a re a number of impressive fac tors about this 
project: the population explosion tak ing place, the genuine 
interest of many people in the community toward the es­
tabl ishing of a new church, the absence of churches which 
makes the need for a strong witness important , the coopera­
tion of the school board in making a school available in 
which to conduct services and the support of the project by 
the local press by giving immediate news coverage and 
even soliciting articles for free publication. The Minnesota­
LaCrosse Association has given tremendous support to the 
beginning of th is church. They have fa ithfull y prayed . 
given sacrificiall y, and many have worked diligently. They 
have given a tremendous reception to the pastor and his 
fam ily and have done everything possible to make their ar­
riva l and adjustment pleasant. It is the conviction of each 
one that God has led and wi ll continue to bless as we seek 
to do his will and exalt our· Lord and Savior. 

The Apple Valley Baptist Church has grea t poten t ia l. 
Pray that this potential may be realized and developed to the 
glory of God. D 

The appeal for May will be fo r the 
Port Coquitlam Church Extension Project. 
Watch f or an article in the May issue of the BAPTIST 
HE RALD. 
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WEDDIN G ANNIVERSARIES 

M r. and Mrs. Philip Fauser observed 
their 50th wedding ann iversary on 
Jan. 15, 1972. They are members of 
Temple Baptist Church, Medicine Hat, 
Alta. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Cross observed 
their 65th wedding anniversary on 
June 27, 1971. They a re members of 
the Hudson Bay Park Baptist Church, 
Saskatoon, Sask. 

RAYMORE, SASK. The Raymore 
Baptist Church dedicated a new sanc­
tuary (pictured) on Oct. 31 , 1971. 

Mr. Julius Orthner, moderator, pre­
sided at the service. A number of 
area ministers took part in the service 
as well as the mayor, Mr. Ian Riach, 
and the area secretary, Dr. Wm . Stur­
hahn . Mrs. L. Graham presented a 
pulpit Bible in memory of the late 
Mr. John Grymalski Sr. It was re­
ceived and dedicated by Mr. Stan 
Grymalski. A former pastor, Mr. Art 
Browatzke, of Edmonton, Alta., 
brought the message. He emphasized 
the fact th at the church is a home, a 
school and a hospital for the spiritua ll y 
sick. 

The cost of the building was kept 
under $20,000 because of volunteer 
labor. (Mrs. Irma Brighton, reporter.) 

PORTLAND, ORE. Southwood Park 
Baptist C hurch observed its 20th an­
niversary and celebrated the occasion 
by having former Pastor Frank Frie­
sen, former pastor's wife , Mrs. Virgil 
Savage, and charter members, Mr. 
and Mrs. Vernon C haussee, Mr. and 
Mrs. I rving La rson and M rs. Loren 
Mardock to review the Church 's history. 
Rev. Frank Friesen and Rev. E. Kuhn 
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were guest speakers. A film brought 
the building project of our present 
church in to focus. Special musical 
numbers included the Salem Singers. 
A banquet was also held. The Rev. 
Adam Huber and Mrs. Huber are pic­
tured on the left. (Mrs. E. A. Schaber, 
reporter.) 

SASKATOON, SASK. Hudson Bay 
Park Baptist Church welcomed 27 new 
members during 1971. With increased 
membership they found it necessary 
to enlarge and remodel their church. 
(pictured.) Dedication services were 

held on Dec. 12, 1971. About 150 
people attended. Dr. Wm. Sturhahn, 
northern area secretary, was the guest 
speaker. 

The church also experienced a re­
vival during the meetings with the 
Sutera twins. The members are busy 
forming teams who are visiting church­
es in three provinces. T hey feel that 
they have a "new congregation" for 
their " new church." (Mrs. Marcia An­
toniuk, reporter. ) 

ST. JOSEPH, MICH. On Jan. 29 an 
ordination council met at the recently 
completed Oakridge Baptist Church to 
examine Mr. Richard Kalmbach. 
(pictured.) The Rev. Charles Littman 

served as moderator. The council 
unanimously recommended him for 
ordination. The ordination service was 
held on the same evening with the 
candidate's brother, the Rev. G . Kalm­
bach of Windsor, Ont., binging the mes­
sage. Dr. Reinhold Kerstan and the 
Rev. Rubin . Kern represente~ the 
denomination. The Rev. R1c~ard 
Kalmbach is a graduate of the Univer-

si ty of B.C. in Vancouver, Can. His 
theological education was received at 
our N.A. B. Seminary and the Southern 
Baptist Seminary in Louisville, Ky. 
He has served the Oakridge Baptist 
Church in a bilingual capacity since 
June 1971. (G. Kalmbach, reporter.) 

ROCHESTER, N .Y. Members and 
friends of the Latta Road Baptist 
Church have been meeting in their 
new church for over a year. 

On Sunday, Dec. 12, 1971 , mem­
bers of the church were involved in a 
new and rewarding experience. Dur­
ing the morning service, 1,000 copies 
of "Good News For Modern Man," 
(pictured ) (the New Testament in to-

I 
day's English Version ) which had been 
purchased by the church were dedi­
cated. In the afternoon, several 
groups of members covered the a rea 
distributing the testaments to fami lies 
in the community, as Christmas gifts 
from the church. These gifts were 
gratefully accepted. Several letters of 
thanks have been received since the 
distribution. The Rev. Wilmer Quiring 
is the pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
Guy W. Avery, reporter.) 

ELLINWOOD, KAN . On Dec. 26, 
1971 , the First Baptist Church h ad a 
dedication service for Miss Betty Jean 
Widener who left for the Cameroons 
in January to work on the mission 
field. The service included her testi­
mony, an encouragement from one o f 
our deacons who was a former mis­
sionary and prayer for Betty in her 
work. She was also presented with a 
cassette tape recorder. Pictured with 

Betty are her parents. Mr. and Mrs. 
Derrill Widener. Rev. H. E. W eiss and 
two of our deacons. (Mildred Bur­
roughs. reporter.) 
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URE D S.0 The Herreid Bapt ist 

Church was privi leged to have God's 
Volunteers Team 2 minister in our 
church Nov. 28-Dec. 5. after which 
they were in the Selby Baptist Church 
for another week. Our whole church 
was revived a nd ma ny rededicated 
their lives to Christ. 

On New Year's Eve 14 people (pic­
tured) were baptized by our pastor. 

the Rev. Edward Kopf. This service 
was followed by the Lord's Supper 
and nine were received into the fe l­
lowship of the Herreid Church and 
five into the Faith Baptist C hurch of 
Selhy. Church memhership c lasses are 
being held for the training of these 
new members. On Feb. 6, we also 
welcomed Capt. and Mrs. Archie 
Ooerring by transfer of thei r letter. 
( Mrs. Walte r Schaffer, reporter.) 

In preparation for 
the 75th anniversary of Auburn First 
Baptist (formerly Beaver Baptist) . 
there was concern among some of its 
members that the commemoration 
might merely be a form al historical 
observation and no thing more. With 
fu ll confidence that God would suppl y 
every spiritual need fo r the occasion. 
va rious committees were appointed 
and the mechanical machinery began 
to turn . 

But the Spirit of G od also worked. 
The Board of Christian Education and 
Missions brought a recommendation 
to the Church Counci l that a Saturda y 
be set aside for a Spiri tual Growth 
Conference. On the given day. 30 
members assembled prayerfull y to 
consider where in God's program we 
have heen and in what direction we 
ought to be going. Our church's 
~trengths and weaknesses were listed. 
(rod\ penetrating presence was sen~ed 
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in an unusual manner. Love for Christ 
and each other melted the former in­
differen t and critical a ttitude. 

It laid the foundation for what 
would be a memorable 75th annive r­
sary celebration . In the days that fol­
lowed, the men re-upholstered all the 
sanctuary pews and the ladies cleaned 
and painted. All "had a mind to 
work." and enjoyed it. 

An informal anniversary dinner 
marked the beginning of our com­
memoration on Oct. 30. Honorary 
trustee. Mr. Ed Lempke, presided at 
the informal service which fo llowed. 
Former pastors, Fred Mashner. Man­
uel Wolff a nd G . K. Zimmerman. pic­
tured with Pasto r R. Herrmann, sons 
and daughters of the church as well 
as members of the congregat ion re­
flected upon "Christ, Lord Through 
The Years." which was the anniver­
sary theme. 

On Sunday each of the former pas­
tors present pa rticipated in the Sun­
day school. Rev. M. Wolff brought 
the morning message. The a fternoon 
began with an organ recital by Roland 
Johansson. on the newly purchased 
Allen 300 computerized o rgan. Rev. 
Norma n Berka n. church moderator. 
led in the dedicatory prayer and Dr. 
G . K. Zimmerman appropriately chal­
lenged the congregation. He re minded 
us of how the church began its mis­
s ionary interest by supporting Miss 
Esther Schultz. a daughter of the 
church. with SI .000 a year du ring his 
ministry. The miss ionary interest has 
mounted until this yea r the church 
gave more than S 18.000 to the de­
nomin ationa l missiona ry program. 

Appropriate music played a vita l 
part in these festivities as choirs and 
soloists sang to exa lt "Christ, Lord 
Through The Years." (R. Herrman n. 
pasto r.) 

The First Baptist 
Church held it's annual Harvest Festi ­
va l Dinne r on Sunday. Nov. 21. The 
morning worship service was dedica ted 
to missions and thanksgiving. Our 
guest speaker was the Rev. H ans Wil­
cke. western area secreta ry. 

On Dec. 12. our pastor bapt ized 
three candidates for church me mber­
ship. Eight more were given the ri ght 
hand of fellowship at a pre-Christmas 
candleligh t service. 

Our annual watc hnight service was 
started with a film entitled. "The Si­
lent Witness."' and ended with singing. 
testimonies. devotion and prayer meet­
ing. The Rev. G. G. Ra user is the pas-

tor of the church. (Ruth Duff, re­
porte r.) 

EL Trinity Baptist 
Church is ' experiencing a revival as 
well as other evangelistic churches in 
our city. One Sunday our pastor did 
not preach his sermon , yet the ser­
vice lasted over an hour longer as 
members shared what God had done 
for them. This type of service was 
duplicated in other churches. Minis­
ters a re reporting that though they 
preach far less, they are working 
harder and harvesting more souls. 

Signs of revival were already evi­
dent when our church joined in the 
annual week of prayer sponsored by 
the Kelowna Ministerial Association. 
This Jed to a rev ival campaign with 
the Sutera twins as guest speakers. 
Attendance was about 900 for most 
of the services. Our church is sharing 
its facili ties for special men's and 
women's meetings as well as a fter­
glow meetings of prayer and testi­
mony which have lasted well into the 
night. The spi rit of God is working in 
the hearts of young people as well as 
in the old. The Rev. John Wollenberg 
is pastor of the church. ( Magda lena 
Spletzer. reporter. ) 

The Jun ior and 
Senio r Youth groups of the F irst 
Baptist Church have had activit ies of 
outing to the mountains, swimming in 
Denver. roller skating and snow tub­
ing. We have a lso presented several 
programs in the church . The two 
youth groups have organized into a 
youth c hoir and have sung a t several 
of the church services a nd also at the 
Colorado Association banquet. The 
recently purchased Sunday school bus 
has been put to use by both groups. 
The Rev. a nd Mrs. M. Fa lken berg are 
counsellors of both groups and the 
leaders of the youth choir. Our Sun­
day school is growin g and o ur Pla n­
ning Committee has just completed 
our schedule of activities for J 972. 
We a re now completely depa rtmen­
talized a nd have a class for every 
grade. We purchased a 30 passenger 
Sunday school hus for our regula r 
pickup Sunday morning. This bus is 
a lso used by our Junio r and Senior 
Youth groups for many ac ti vit ies . 
( Mrs. Carrie Oster. reporter.) 

Jf\' U The Shell C reek 
Ba ptist Church entered into the New 
Year wi th renewed challenge to do 
the work of the Lord while there is 
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yet time, resulting from the week's 
ministry of Dr. M. Vanderbeck. T he 
emphasis of Dr. Va nderbeck 's message 
was on prophecy and the e nd times. 

The year 197 1 ended with evidence 
o f growth. T wo baptismal services 
were held and new members received 
by testimony, as successful VBS was 
conducted, you th and chi ldren went 
to camp, new members received in 
the WMS, a men's fellowship or­
ganized and the church hosted the 
Pastors' Deacons ' Wives Clinic in 
December. William Effa is pastor of 
the church. ( M rs. William Effa, re­
porter.) 

SANTIAM LODGE, ORE. Eighty­
seven members of the Oregon Baptist 
Youth attended a retreat at the Lodge 
Jan. 7-9, 1972. W ith guest speaker, 
Stan Johnson of T acoma, Wash., fo­
cusing around the theme "Why Jesus 
C hrist?" an atmosphere of love a nd 
concern drew the group together as 
they met in sponta neous prayer for 
unsaved friends and personal recom­
mitment The answers to those prayers 
were sh.a red Sunday morning during 
a folk communion service led by OBY 
advisor, the Rev. Ted Keck .. Several 
first-t ime decisions for salvation we.re 
made as well as numerous recomm1t­
ments. ( Paul Gihson. OBY Secre­
ta ry.) 

E\i LEIPZIG, N.D. A we7,k of 
meetings called "Kid~ Kru~ade was 
held at the New Leipzig Baptist Church 

d. · f the in August under the 1rect1on o 
Long Eva ngelistic Team . In Septe~­
ber we had the Rev. G. G . Rause r wit~ 
us for meetings. In October we ha 
our annual Mission Conference and 
Harvest-Mission Festival with three of 
our N.A. 8. Missionaries sh arin~ the 
needs of the mission fields. With us 
were Berneice Westerman and George 
Lang from Africa, and Richard Raben­
horst from South America. On Dec. 
26, our church choir presented a 
Christmas canta ta, "The Night th~ An­
gels Sang." We closed 197 1 with a 
watchnight service. T he Rev. LeRoy 
Moser is the pasto r of the church . 
( Mrs. Walter Kallis. reporter. ) 

A E N D. A series of Deeper 
Life Meet ings was held at the Ashley 
Baptis t C hurch Jan. 25-27, with guest 
speaker. Dr. M. Vanderbeck, LaCro~se. 
Wis. His topic for T uesday evening 
Was "S "t Where?" Wednesday ecuri y · 
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evening, "That Lame Duck." Th is was 
fo llowed by a fellowship hour. Thurs­
day evening he spoke on "What Is My 
Answer?" The Rev. E tan Pelzer is the 
pastor of the church. ( Mrs. Carl 
Fischer, reporter.) 

MEDICINE HAT, ALTA. On Dec. 
5 the Ladies' Mission Circle of the 
Temple Baptist Church present~d a 
Christmas special. It began with a 
candlelight service, followed by . spe­
cial numbers, poems and readings. 
Viola Martin is the president of the 
Circle. 

The choir presen ted a Christmas Can­
tata, "The Music of Bethlehem." on 
Dec. 19. President Walter Wuerfel 
welcomed everyone to the concert. 
D irector was G ustav Schatz. organist 
Eileen Wolfer and pianist Kathy H off­
man. The ladies of the church divided 
into three groups to go caroling in the 
va rious old age and nursing homes. Or­
anges were presented to the reside~ts. 

The Sunday sc hool presented a Christ­
mas program with the theme. "The 
Three Gifts of Christmas." A watch­
night service was held with the young 
people in charge. Three young pe~­
ple from Bible School gave their 
testimonies. A ll department heads pre­
sented a review of 197 l and a 
preview of 1972. After lunch a nd fel­
lowship, a combination candlelight and 
testimony service was held. Many 
took th is opportunity to proclaim their 
fai th in G od and apologize to those 
they had offended or hurt. The Rev. 
Irvin Schmuland is the pastor of the 
church. (Gertrude Grose, reporte r.) 

MOOSEHORN, MAN. A teacher 
training course, "Sunday School Suc­
cess," was conducted by our pa~tor. 
the Rev. K. H . Tonn . Ella M ittel­
stadt spoke to the women's group and 
showed slides of her work amon~ ~he 
children in Ge rmany. The Mission 
Church male choir a nd ban.d from 
Winni peg brought a T hanksgiving pro-

m The Rev. Doerksen was guest gra . . 
ker Deeper Life meetings were 

spea . k f Q 
h Id with the Rev. G. D ye o ue-

be D r. Lemke told us of the work 
ec. · t 

. C meroon and showed us mteres -
~n and informative slides at another mg a 
meeting. ( Margaret Grauman. re-
porter.) 

AVON S.D. The Rev. and M rs. 
Walter , Sukut were honored .at a fa re-

' 

. e at the First Baptist Church wel serv1c . . 
16 The various orga111zat1ons 

on Jan. · · · d g"fts 
d their appreciat10n an 1 expresse 

were presented to the Sukut family. 
A fel lowship hour followed. Rev.I 
Sukut served the church for the last 
fou r and one half years. He has ac­
cepted the call to become the pastor 
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of the newly organized Church E x­
tension project at Eldridge, Iowa. 
(Miss Estie Betz, reporter.) 

BISMARCK, N .D. T he Bismarck 
Ba ptist Church hosted the 1971 Cen­
tral Dakota-Montana Association Oct. I 
2 1-24, 1971. The theme was "F amily 
Needs For Today!" (Joshua 24: 15.) 
This theme was developed and pro- I 
voked our thinking to the many needs 
by the guest speakers : Dr. Ben ~~ei t- 1 
kreuz NAB Semina ry; Rev. W1l11am 
Keple', missio? ary t~ c.ameroon; An~ta 
Pankratz, Miss Illmo1s 1971; Miss 
Joyce Woods, Chief P robation Officer, 
Aberdeen, S.D.; Rev. Clarence W alth, 
North Central a rea secretary; R~v· I 
Arthur Weisser, Bismarck Baptist 
Home. 

The WMU and Men's Brotherhood I 
held their luncheons and business 
meetings on Friday. Saturday was 
youth night and fea tured Miss Anita 
Pankratz, Miss Ill inois: at a ban~uet. I 

The main concern m our business 
was to adopt a new constitution. T he 
Aberdeen Baptist Church will host the I 
next association meeting in June 1972. 
(Mrs. R. C. Stading, reporter. ) 

STAFFORD KAN. As part of the I 
Kansas Association P roject. the Men's 
Fellowship of the Calvary Baptist 
Church decided to help the Spanish I 
America n Mission in t he San Luis Val­
ley, Colo. Thirteen men went in two 
separate groups. taking the ir own tools I 
a nd equipment to help with the re­
modeling of the church and Center. 
They worked an average of about 
three days .e~ch in putting on a new l 
roof and s1dmg. Some of the wives 
went along to ?repare the meals. using 
the church kitchen. Each p rovided! 
his own lodging while there. Beside 
this .the Fell?wship group also gave ! 
special offering for the m ission. The 
Rev. James Schacher is th e pastor 0~ 
the church. (Mrs. O . L. St. John 
porter.) · re-

WACO •ex On Dec. 12 19 
I 

the Central Baptist Church h '. 71 
d h . c 01r pr sente t e Christmas Cant t . 1: 

"The Saviour Has Corne ." T~ a ent1tledJ 
solo parts were Mary Lou ose hav1n. 
Victoria Johnson. Mrs Hoeffner 
Stobbe. and Rev. and M. LaDe\\ 

rs. LeR.o 
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Schauer. Joyce Lippert played the 
piano and M ich aelle Schauer the o r­
gan . Afterward the young people of 
the church, a long with the g irls fro m 
the h igh school dormitor y a t the Waco 
State H om e , a tte nded a fellowship 
hosted by our cho ir di rector and his 
wife, Mr. a nd Mrs. Milton Lippert, in 
the church a nnex. 

" O Holy Night," w as the the me of 
the C hristmas play presente d by the 
S unday sch ool departments and young 
people o n D ec. 19. This play was 
done in panto mime with music giving 
the story. Directors o f the p lay were 
Mrs. Carol Gauer a nd Mrs. Lenda l 
Lippert. Afterwa rds, m em be rs of the 
church went carolling to som e of our 
elderly shut-ins, and re turned to the 
parsonage for re freshme nts served by 
the Rev. a nd Mrs. LeRoy Schau er. 
(Marie C h ance, reporter.) 

ST. CLAIR SHORES, MICH. The 
Bethel Baptist C hurch won its second 
troph y in 1971 by being o ne o f the 
top 20 church es of the yea r in the 
Michigan Sunday School A ssociation 
"Church of the Year." This trophy 
was presented at a s pecia l banquet 
Jan. 22, 1972. Reason s were the ad ­
ditio n o f our second bus, which runs 
Sunday and W ednesd ay, an average 
o f 50 p er Sunday over last yea r , and 
the regular Saturday b u s c a nvass to 
reach more people in the Sunday 
school. Last October we received the 
firs t trophy for second p lace in the 
annua l Sunday school contest for our 
d ivision a lso sponsored by t he M SSA. 
Jack Mammel is o ur superintendent. 
The Rev. Kenneth C. Fenner is the 
pasto r of the c hurc h . 

EUREKA, S.D. O n New Year 's Eve 
we had a wa tchnig ht se rvice durin g 
which time fo ur young people fo l­
lowed t~e Lord in baptism. During 
the c losing minutes of the o ld year the 
candid a tes were ex tended the hand o f 
fe llowship a nd welcomed into the 
churc h. a fter whic h we obse rved the 
!--<>rd 's Supper. T he Rev. Fred Fuchs 
is the pastor of the c hurch. (Mrs . 
Harry Bertsch , repor ter.) 

BROOKLYN, N .Y. O n Sunday. 
Jan. 23, the Ridgewood Baptis t Church 
observed its I 17th anniversary. Fol­
l~wing ~unday school there was spe­
cial music by our c hoir, a nd the ser­
mon, "Better People - Better World " 
was given by our former pasto r, no~ 
Eastern Area Secre ta r y, Rev. R u b in 
Kern. 

26 

At the tables in the fe llowship hall 
members and friends enjoyed the m eal 
prepared by o u r Wi lling Workers 
group. Our M o derator, the Rev. A. 
La mprecht, called for r eports o n the 
accomplishments of the year pre­
sented by each organization lea d er, 
as well as the sta te of the general 
treasury and th e individ ual treas uries. 
This review evoked our g ra titude a nd 
the determina tio n to transform it into 
further action under the Lo rd's direc­
tion. ( M arion von Ahnen, reporte r.) 

BISMARCK, N .D. The Baptis t Home 
h as recentl y let contracts for the 
build ing of twenty addi tiona l Ret ire­
m ent Apartments sim ilar to those 
built in 1964. Tliere will be twelve 
efficie ncy and eight a partm ents with a 
large bedroom . The resid e nts will do 
their own cooking and housek eeping. 
Some m a id ser vice w ill be available to 
he lp w ith the heavier cleaning. 

This is the fifth a ddition to the 
H o me which offers services in the fol­
lowing a reas of care: R etire ment 
Apartments, Ambula tory or R esiden­
tial care, Inte rim A , Interim B, 
Skilled Nursing and Medi-Care. To­
ta l cost of the addition w ill be 
$255,000.00. This wi ll bring total occu­
pancy of the H o m e to about 250 . 
The R ev. Alfred Weisser is the admin­
istra tor. 

ANAHEIM, CALIF. Bethel Baptist 
C hurch h ad a F amil y Film Festival, 
w ith a film a month (with discussion ) 
o n m a rri age and the famil y . 

On D ec. 12, the Chapel C ho ir pre­
sented the can ta ta, "Night of Miracles," 
under t he di recti o n o f Mrs. Iris Fallon. 
On D ec. 19 , a p rogram, directed b y 
Pasto r J im Green , was presented by 
the Sunday school. A Christmas Eve 
ca ndle lig ht service a nd a ba pti s m ser­
v ice o n the 26 th added to the b less­
ings. D uring Janua ry, we were privi­
leged to have two students from our 
Semin a r y in Sioux F a lls, S.D ., Mr. 
Ben Hulsin g and Mr. Bren t La utzen­
he iser , w ith u s. Addi t ion a l e ncourage­
ment h as been rea lized through higher 
a tte nda nce a t a ll services. The Rev. 
Ernie Rogalsk i is p astor of the c hurch. 
(M rs. Carrie Lambert. reporter.) 

DALLAS, ORE. D uring January a t 
Salt C reek a churc h s urvey a nd stud y 
was made w ith the he lp of the Rev. 
Bruce Rich . It was found tha t we 
rated hi gh in mos t areas, but it was 
good to pinpo int o ur areas o f weak ­
n ess. A "plan of a ttack " h as b een 

m ad e and work h as begun toward im­
provement. It is hope d that we can 
serve God, o ur members, a nd our 
community better because of this proj­
ect. The Rev. R ay Hoffman is pastor 
of the church. ( J a n . M . O verholser , 

reporter.) 

WARREN, MICH. In January, Mr. 
George Riederer, a cha rter member 
of the Redeemer Ba ptist C hurc h , ac­
cepted the call to become our Music 
and Youth Director. Mr. Riederer 
h as b een a m a nager w ith A & P Food 
Stores before joining the staff. He and 
his wife, Peggy, h ave two children: 
LeeAnn, 17 and Brian, 13. 

We are tha n kful tha t God h as been 
calling our own lay people to leave 
their secula r jobs and serve in the 
church full -time. M r. Norris Helms. 
Assis tant to the Pas to r , left a position 
with General Motors. Our secretary, 
Miss Re nee Silverthorn a nd our adult 
choir director, Mrs. Florence Wicklund. 
have come to u s out of our own mem­
be rs hip. The R ev . Adolph Braun is 
the p astor o f the church. (Mrs. Mar­
garet Willms, re porte r.) 

VANCOUVER, B.C. A youth con­
feren ce was h e ld Feb. 5-7 at E benezer 
Baptist C hurch . Several hundred young 
people gathered from various parts 
of the U n ited Sta tes and Britis h Co­
lumbia to lea rn m o re about Jesu s 
C hrist. Our g ues t speaker, George 
Mallone, taught u s about God a nd 
our role as being part of t he body of 
C hris t. W e were a lso reminded of the 
d yn a mic way God is working today in 
the hearts of people ever ywhere. God 
is not dead - he is a live, a nd throu g h 
him we can love o ur e n emies, love 
fe llow be lievers a nd b e recon c iled and 
used of God . The Rev. Paul Siewert is 
pastor of the c hurch . (Mar il yn Wag­
ne r . r ep o rte r. ) 

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. On Feb. 5, 
1972, 11 new m embers were wel­
com ed in to fe llowship a t Willow 
R a ncho Ba pti s t C hurc h fo llowing a 
baptismal a nd commun ion service. All 
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~1embers ~nd. friends of the congrega­
tio n were inv ited to the Women's M is­
s ionary Society's " Valentine Banquet" 
which could h ave been c a lled " L et's 
H arm o nize the World" - the them e 

son g of the Sweet A delines, a w o m­
e n 's barber .shop quartet orga niza tio n, 
tha t entertamed the guests followin g 
dinner. The evening meal w as catered 
by " Lunc heo n Is Served" which pro­
v ide_d. the foo d free of charge fo r ad­
vert1s1.ng purposes. The proceeds from 
the dinner d o nation tickets will go to­
w ard s our White Cross Fund. (Mrs. 
Loretta H e rmann, reporter.) 

PORTLAND, ORE. The Rev. Phil ip 
Grabke spoke a t Immanuel Baptis t 
C hurch on two Sundays while he at­
tended the Bas ic Youth Conflicts Semi­
nar. In a quiet, worshipful w ay, God's 
spirit fe ll upon the church. M ore than 
60 people yielded to the filling of the 
H o ly Spirit. Since Nov. 1971, this 
spirit of reviva l has continued and in 
the words of our p astor, the Rev. 
Ric h a rd Grabke, " N ever did I expect 
to see thi s in m y lifetime. No one can 
d en y tha t thi s is of God." The R ev. 
P. Grabke has b een ask ed to r e turn to 
hold m eetings in Portland during E as­
te r wee k . Expectation from God is 
hi gh . (Melissa Jo Hunt, r ep o rte r. ) 
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HEN RY ALBUS, 74, of Portland, Ore., died 
Jan. 21. 1972. He was born in Carrington, N. D., 
and moved to Portland in 1943. He was pre­
ceded in death by his fi rst wife and two chil­
dren. Surviving him are his widow. Ada: two 
sons: Harry and William; one daughter. Mrs. 
Bernard (Viola) Edinger; 16 grandchildren, four 
great-1:randchildren , two brothers and one sis­
ter. Pastor Richard Grabkc was the officiating 
minbtcr at the funeral service assisted by the 
Rev. Bernard Edinger, the son-in-law of the 
tlcceased. 

MRS. MARGARETHA BLUMHARDT nee 
Schneider, 86, of Fredonia, N.D., died on Feb. 
3, 1972. She was born in Russia on Aug. 21. 
1885. and came to America in 1886, was united 
in marriage to Edward Blumhardt in 1905. She 
was bap1ized in 1907 and remained a faithful 
member of the Berlin Bapt ist Church for more 
than 65 years. Surviving her are four sons and 
four daughtc~s: Mrs. Emilia Kungel. Mrs. Mar­
tha Flemmer, Mrs. Hertha Wolf, Mrs. Esther 
Skaley: John, Jacob. Harold and Reinhold; 30 
grandchildren. 50 great-grandchild ren, one grcat­
great-grandchild and two brothers. The Rev. 
Arthur J . Fischer was the officiating minister at 
the funeral service. 

DONALD PAUL DICKAU. 49. of Wetaskiwin. 
Alta .. died on J an. 11 , 1972. as a result of a car 
accident. He was born June 19, 1922. at Wctaski­
win, Alta. He was married to Agatha Lange in 
1945. Donald accepted Christ in his teens and 
became a member of the Calvary Baptist Church. 
Wctaskiwin. He served as a deacon at the time 
of his death. Surviving him are his widow: two 
sons, Ralph and Grant; two daughters. Carol 
and Marlene; fou r brothers, Clarence, Raymond , 
pastor of West Fargo Baptist Church. N.D .. 
Arley and Erwin. The Rev. David Berg was 
the officiat ing minister at the funeral service. 
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MRS. OITILIA GERLITZ, 87, of Lodi. Calif., 
died Dec. 11, 1971. She was born in 1884 and 
emigrated to America with her husband, Gustav, 
in 1914, settling in Goodrich. N.D. She was con­
vened as a young girl in Russia and has been 
an active member of Baptist churches ever since. 
She is survived by eight sons: John, Alexander. 
Emanuel, Asoph, Gustav, Eugene, Waldo and 
Ervin, pastor in Renton, Wash.; two daughters: 
Ruth Douglas and Lula Schulz; 33 grandchil­
dren, 27 great-grandchildren. The pastors. Willis 
Potratz and G. P. Schroeder were the officiating 
ministers at the funeral service. 

ALFRED E. HINZMAN, 60, of Avon, S.D., 
died on Dec. 6. 1971. He was born on Jan. 14, 
191 I, and lived his lifetime in. the Avon com­
munity. As a youth he was born again. bap­
tized and became a member of Danzig Baptist 
Church in 1923. In 1947 he married Otelia 
Berndt. Surviving him is his widow. Pastor 
Fred M. Penner officiated at the funeral service. 

JACOB HOCHHALTER, 81, of Medina. N.D., 
died on April 29, 1971. He was born Nov. 26, 
1889 in Russia. At the age or 36 he accepted 
the l ord as his Savior and was baptized. Brother 
Hochhalter was a fa ithful member of the Me­
dina Baptist Church fo r many years and served 
his church as trustee and usher. In 1919 he 
married Katherine Hoffman. Surviving him are 
his widow. fi ve sons: Henry. Eddie. Edward, 
Albert and Walter; five daughters: Mrs. Albert 
Wittmer. Mrs. Harold Heinrich, Mrs. Willie 
Farrel, Mrs. Martin Krause and Mrs. Adeline 
Blaine; 33 grandchildren and 40 great-grand­
children. The Rev. Gordon Voegele officiated at 
the fu neral service. 

JOHN ISAA K. 84, of Anamoose, N.D., died 
on Jan. 19, 1972. He was born Jan. 14. 1888. 
in Romania, and came to the U.S.A. in 1907. 
In 1907 he was married to Sophie Issler. This 
marriage was blessed with eleven children. Jn 
1909 he accepted Christ as Savior, was baptized 
and became a member of Rosenfeld and later 
Anamoose Baptist Church. Surviving him arc 
one daughter, Mrs. Warren Bergman; three sons: 
Martin, Albert and William; 27 grandchildren, 
20 great-grandchildren. The pastors, Oscar 
Fritzke and Alvin Auch officiated at the funeral 
service. 

JAMES 0. KOENIG, 33, of Minot, N.D .• 
died on Jan. 9. 1972. He was born Dec. 29. 
1938, in Underwood, N.D. He received Christ 
and was baptized in his teens. He served Minot 
First Baptist Church as deacon, financial secre­
tary, trustee and Sunday school teacher. He 
was united in marriage to Janice Merry Stevens 
in 1963. Survi\'ing him are his widow, son 
Jimmy, daughter Joy, his parents. two brothers, 
one sister and maternal grandfather. The Rev. 
Ralph E. Cooke was the officiating minister at 
the funeral service. 

MRS. DEBORAH KRAUSE, 56, of Lodi. Calif .. 
died on Jan. 9. 1972. She was born on Aug. 21. 
1915. in Eureka, S.D. In 1929 she was con­
vened. baptized and became a member of the 
Baptist Church. Venturia. N.D. She married 
Alvin Krause in 1937. Surviving her arc her 
widower; two daughters; Mrs. Pete Weinzhcimcr 
and Mrs. Ardell Bums; one son, Del Roy; seven 
grandchildren. ten brothers and six sisters. The 
Rev. Willis Potratz was the officiating minister 
at the fu neral service. 

REV. BERTHOLD W. KRENTZ, 71, of Bis­
marck. N.D. died on Jan. 26, 1972. He was 
born on April 15, 1900. in Russia. In 19 11 he 
emigrated to Canada. He was converted. bap-
1 ized and became a member of the McDermot 
Baptist Church, Winnipeg, Man. Later tie en­
tered the N.A.B. Seminary and graduated in 
1926. In the same year he married Martha 
Ritterbusch. He served churches in Portland, Ore .. 
15th Street Bapt ist Church, Los Angeles. Calif .. 
Dakota churches in Streeter. Gackle. Alfred and 
Wishek, chaplain in the U.S. Army, United 
Temperance Movement, administrator of the 
Bismarck Baptist Home from 1952-63, Walhalla. 
Nursing. N .0 . After a period of retirement 
and interim ministry, he became a resident of 
the Bismarck Baptist Home. Surviving him are 
his widow: one daughter, Mrs. Evangeline New­
ton; one son, Waldemar nnd five grandchildren. 
Chaplain Clemence Auch and the Rev. Alfred 
Weisser. adminislrntor, onieiated at the fu neral 
service. 

RUDOLF KR IEG, 80. of Vancouver B.C .. died 
on Jan. 26. 1972. He was born on Feb. 10. 
1892. in Russia. As a young man he accepted 
Christ ns his Savior, was baptized and became a 
member of the church. In 1924 he emigrated to 
Mexico and finally settled in V:mcouver. B.C. 
He was married to Adina Klatt in 1913. After 
her dcnth in 1967 he married Mrs. Helene 

Ziemer in 1969. Surviving him are his widow, 
two sons. one daughter and eight grandchildren. 
Dr. H. J. Waltercit was the officiating minister 
at the funeral service. 

WILLIAM LACH, 89, of Vancouver, B.C., died 
on Jan. 26, 1972. He was born on Sept. 4, 1882, 
in Poland. At age 14 he was converted, baptized 
and joined the local church. In 1904 he was 
married to Anna Schmeichel. After her death 
he married Emma Gildner who also preceded 
him in death. He was married for the third time 
to Anna Bolte. In 19!0 he emigrated to Canada. 
Surviving him are his widow, three daughters. 
two sons, ten grandchildren and fi ve grcat­
grandchildren. Dr. H. J. Waltcreit was the 
ofliciating minister at the funera l service. 

MRS. LENA MAYER nee Bertsch, 81, of Lehr. 
N.D., died on Jan. 24, 1972. She was born in 
Eureka, S.D., on May 25, 1890. Her husband, 
two daughters and one son preceded her in 
death. Surviving her are one son, Milton, and 
I wo half sisters. Pastor Leonard Strelau was the 
officiating minister at the funeral service. 

MRS. LOUISA MEISCH. 77, of Bismarck, 
N.D., died Jan. 29, 1972. She was born Sept. 9. 
I 894, in Russia. She was married to Matthew 
Meisch in 1913. She was a member of the First 
Baptist Church or Streeter, N.D. She was a 
Sunday school teacher for many years. In 1967 
she entered the Baptist Home in Bismarck. Sur­
viving her arc four sons: Theodore, Arthur, Wil­
liam and Reuben; two daughters: Mrs. Frieda 
Rivinius and Mrs. Esther Kirvida; one sister, 13 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. The 
Rev. R. C. Stading and the Rev. Clemence Auch, 
Chaplain of the Baptist Home, officiated at the 
funeral service. 

MRS. SUZANNA PFAFF nee Kanski, 90, of 
Bismarck, N.D .. died on Jan. 17. 1972. She was 
born on May 5, 188 1, in Austria. In 1897 she 
emigrated to America. She was married to Pe­
ter Meyer in 1903. After his death in 1939 she 
married John Pfaff. Shortly thereafter she be­
came a member of the Washburn Baptist 
Church. After her husband's death she moved 
to the Bismarck Baptist Home. Surviving her 
are one son, John Meyer, fi ve grandchildren, 
11 great-grandchildren and five sisters. Chaplain 
Clemence Auch and the Rev. Alfred Weisser 
officiated at the funeral service. 

CYNTHIA POTRATZ, 17, of Sumner, Iowa. 
died on Jan. 6. 1972. as a result of a car-train 
accident. She was born on Nov. 27. 1954, in 
Sumner. In 1962 she accepted Christ as her 
Savior. was baptized and became a member of 
the First Baptist Church of Sumner. Iowa. 
Surviving her are her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Adam Potratz; five sisters: Mrs. Ruth Hasken­
hoff, Mrs. Mary Schaible, Mrs. April Adler. 
Carol and Dixie. The Rev. Daniel Heringer was 
the officiating minister at the funeral service. 

MRS. MARY SCHMIERER. 98. of Trochu. 
Alta .. died on Jan. 22. 1972. She was born in 
Russia in 1873. She resided in the Trochu area 
since 1907 and joined the Trochu ~aptist Church 
in 1912. She was predeceased by her husband in 
1920 and one son. Frank. in 1969. Surviving 
her arc three sons: Bill. John and Fred; four 
daughters: Kate, Emma, Bertha and Tilly; 23 
~randchi ldrcn and 67 great-grandchildren. The 
Rev. C. I. Wiebe was the officiating minister at 
the funeral. 

MRS. KATHERINE VILHAUER nee Quasch­
nick. 80, of Selby, S.D., died on Jan. 13, 1972. 
She was born on Oct. to, 189 1, in Campbell 
County, S.D. She was married to Jacob Vil­
hauer in 1909. She was baptized and . became a 
member of the Mcintosh Baptist Church. She 
was a resident of the Good Samaritan Center 
of Selby. S.D.. and a member of the Herreid 
Baptist Church. Surviving her are two sons: 
Ernest and Floyd; three daughters: Mrs. Christ 
Schaeffer. Mrs. Otto Berreth. and Mrs. Walter 
Naaz; one brother and one sister. 25 grand­
children and 13 great-grandchildren. The Rev. 
Edward A. Kopf was the officiating minister 
at the funeral service. 

MRS. LYDIA ZIMMERMAN. 80. or Lodi . 
Calif .. died on Jan. 31, 1972. She was born on 
Aug. 7, 1892, in Russia. When she was nine 
she emigrated _ 10 America wit h her parents. In 
1913 she married Gottlteb Zimmerman. She was 
converted and baptiz~d in 1924 and became a 
mem.b~r of the Baptist church in Eureka. S.D. 
Surviving her are four sons: Reuben. Gottlieb 
Jr._. He11rr and Albert: two daughters: Mrs. 
Mmnie . E1scnbe1s and Mrs. Muriel Buller; 15 
grandchildren. 17. great-grandchildren. three 
brother~ and_ ~"~ sister.. The Rev. Will is Potr:m 
~';~~- the ofl1c1at111g minister at the funeral ser-
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Alexander Karev, Russian Baptist 
Leader and Peace Advocate, Dies 
MOSCOW - Alexander V . K arev. 
general secretary of the A ll U nion 
Council of Evangelical Ch ristians-Bap­
tists, died November 24 at the age of 
77. 

Mr. Karev was a leader of Soviet 
Baptists for almost 50 years. T he A ll 
Union Council is the onl y offic ially 
recognized Ba ptist Body in the U .S.S. R .. 
and it has approximately 500,000 
members. 

H e was the second Russ ian Baptist 
leader to die in November. Se rgei 
Timchenko, vice president of the All 
Union Council died November 11. In 
Washington, Robert S. Den ny, general 
secretary of the Bap ti st World All iance. 
noted that Karev had signed the cable 
bringing news of T imchenko's death 
less than two weeks before his own 
death. 

Speaking at Calvary Baptist Church 
in Washington in 1956, Mr. Ka rey de­
scribed the evangelism technique em­
ployed by Russian Baptists by saying 

"we do not have evangelism as you 
know it with large mass meetings or 
big audiences . . .. Every Russian Bap­
tist considers himself a missionary. In 
everyone we have a little Billy Gra­
ham. Not a big one, just a little one. 
We go to every street or alley and 
talk about Jesus Christ. person to per­
son ." D 

U.S. Christian and Jewish Leaders 
Meet With Abba Eban of Israel 
NEW YORK , N.Y. - (ABNS) -At 
a luncheon meeting here recentl y ap­
proximately 60 representative Chris­
ti an and Jewish leaders fro m across 
the United States met with Foreign 
Minister Abba E ban of Israel fo r a 
candid and unpublicized discussion of 
Middle East impl ications for Jewish­
Christi an re lat ions. 

Sponsored by the American Jewish 
Committee, the consultation was ar­
ranged by Rabbi M arc H . Tannenbaum. 
AJC national d irector o f interreligious 
affairs, upon the request o f the Israeli 
fo reign m inister. 

Dr. R. Dean Goodwin. executive 
d irector of the Divis ion of Commun ica­

(Continued on page 29) 

ANNOUNCING A GREAT TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY 

16-DA Y MEDITERRANEAN JET CRUISE 
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Departing June 26, 1972 
A unique and exclusive first 

Studies on Paul and Revelation 
with 

DR. G. L. BORCHERT, TOUR LECTURER 

For 16 days the ship, your "floating hotel," takes 
you to GREECE, GREEK ISLES, CYPRUS, HOLY LAND, 
LEBANON, SYRIA AND TURKEY with Dr. Gera ld L. 
Borchert, tour lecture r, dean North American Baptist 
Seminary, New Testament scholar and director of the 
American Institute of Holy Land Studies in Jerusalem. 
The ship's main rooms will be used for lectures and 
Bible studies. Overnight the floa ting hotel wi ll take 
you to the next destination at a leisurely pace. 
Your tour coordinator: Rev. Ben Zimmerman, semi­
nary a lumn us, pa stor and representative of Whole­
sale Tours International, Inc., 

Dr. Borchert 

FOR fCJP JG JR ~w: 'f o~ A LIFETIME 

Rev. Zimmerman 

Write for brochure and details to: 
The Rev. Ben Zimmerman, tour host 
619 S.E. 1st 
Madison, SD 57042 
Or to: Dr. Gerald L. Borchert, NAB Se minary 

1605 South Euclid Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

Designed for a nyone seeking a n excellen t Bible cente red vacation. 

MINISTERS: Ask for Special Benefit Plan. Extende d payme nts a vailable. 

by Paul Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it. 

Several weeks ago, by some qui rk ci r­
cumstances, the pastor of a town in 
Bri tish Columbia d iscovered that the 
local hosp ital was using the incinerator 
to dispose of aborted fe tuses and in­
fants who had d ied under the age of 
seven days. T he live coals from the 
hospital ga rbage were used as fuel to 
cremate these rema in3. 

T he d isposal was of course made 
completely legal by the signature of 
the parents. The only problem was 
that the parents were not informed of 
the nature of the disposal. It was also 
discovered that th is is not an uncom­
mon practise in various hospita ls of 
Canada. 

Maybe it is too much for us to ex­
pect more respect for the d ignity of 
humans in a pagan society. However. 
if the one to seven day old infant is 
treated as eq ual to the unborn infant 
in buria l, how long will it take before 
the same equal ity is practised between 
the unwanted unborn in fant and the 
unwanted born infant. We already 
have laws to elimi nate the unwanted 
un born child; will the next step pro­
vide for the elimination of the un­
wanted born child? 

This may sound far out to some. 
but I suggest that the Christ ia n com­
munity needs to be much more alert 
to these creeping vines. D 

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor 
of the Ebenezer Baptist Church . Van­
couver, B.C. In this column Mr. Sie­
wert analyzes current religious news of 
his choice. 

WONDERFUL CHRISTIAN TOURS 

FAR EAST (ORIENT) 
15 Days, Leaving Nov. 19 - $995 
Japan, Taiwa n, Hong Ko ng, Philippine s, 
Hawaii. 

HOLY LAND 
15 Days, Lea ving Se pt. 5 - $855 
10 Doys, Le a ving Oct. 17 - $599 

All Expe nse from N ew York 

Write todoy for b rochures to 

Berge r Christion Tours, P.O . Box 2942, 
Va n Nuys, Ca lif. 91 401 - (213) 786· 
3623 . Tours since 1955. 

MA KE RESERVATIONS NOW 
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• The Rev. Bill E. Cowell has resigned 
as pastor of the E mmanuel Baptist 
Church, Marion, K ans. He is serving 
as the adm inistrato r of a home fo r girls 
not affiliated with our Conference. 
• Th e Rev. H enry Lang has accepted 
the call to become the pastor of the 
F irs t Baptist Church, A von, S.D ., effec­
tive June 1. H e previously served the 
Fi rst Baptist Church, Durham, Kansas. 
• Mr. Harvey R. Wilkie , Youth Pas­
tor o f the Bethany Baptist Church, Van­
couver, B.C., will become the Assis­
tant Pa stor of that church, effective 
April I . 
• M r. George Riederer is the new 
Director of Music and Youth of the 
Redeemer Baptist Church, Warren, 
Michigan . 
• Mr. Robert Brown is the new Di-

r~ctor of Youth of the Napier Park­
v1ew Baptist Church, Benton H arbor, 
Michigan. 
II T he Rev. Edwin C. Ollenburger 
has accepted the call to serve as the 
pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Shattuck, Okla., effective March I . H e 
previously served a Mennonite Breth­
ren church in Kansas. 
• The Rev. David P. Gallagher, min­
ister of Christian education of the 
Temple Baptist Church, Lodi, Calif., 
presented his resignation on Feb. 29, to 
take effect p rior to the coming of the 
Rev. Kenneth L. F ischer, who will be­
gin h is ministry in Lodi on July I. 
• The address of the North American 
Baptist College in Edmonton, Alta., has 
changed from 25th Avenue and 115 
Street to 23rd Avenue and 11 S Street. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP RECORD/ NAB BASIC MISSION PROGRAM 

Totol for eleven mo nth s 
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lhot·s Happening 
• The R ev. Alfred Grams has ac ­
cepted the call to become the p asto r 
of the Central Baptist Church, Kitc hen­
er, O nt., effective June 1972 . H e 
previously served the Brook Pa rk Bap­
tist Church, Minneapolis, M inn. 
• The Baptist H ealth Center in M onte 
V ista, Colo., needs a nurse! Miss 
Eloise Schreiber, who h as served as 
home missiona ry nurse for two years, 
has terminated her ministry, due to 
marriage in March. The Baptis t H ealth 
Center urgently needs a replaceme nt. 
Persons qualified and interested in th is 
home missionary service should contact 
the Rev. Earl H . Ahrens, 60 5 C lay 
Street , Monte Vista, Colo. 8 11 44. D 

News & Views 
(Continued from page 28) 
t ion, and Mr. Richa rd L. Riseling, 
director of the Department of Inte r­
national Affairs , attended as repre­
sentatives of the American Bap tist 
Convention. 

M r. Eban affirmed his belief tha t 
the solution to the Arab-Israeli con­
fl ict must be by peaceful negotiation , 
no t by force of arms. H e announced a 
readiness on the pa rt of Israel to ne­
gotiate, stating that there were at least 
five areas wherein negot iations m ight 
begin : 

* O pening of the Suez Cana l 
* Reactivating the Jarring Mission 
* Taking the refugee problem to 

a n international consultation 
* Negotiating on the jurid ical prob­

lems of boundaries 
* Getting into a proper negotiating 

"posture" 
Fo reign Minister E ban expressed an 

openness to the th ree major religious 
groups in Jerusalem, Dr. Goodw in re­
called. D 

$250,000 Spent on Scriptures for 
Eastern Eu rope 
When representa tives of the E uro­
pean Bible Soc ieties met for a re­
gional conference in Vienna just over 
a year ago, they agreed that, in addi­
tion to the 60,800 E nglish pounds 
(about US $ 152 ,000) budgeted for 
Bible work in Eastern E urope in the 
current year, they would make a spe­
cial effort to contribute £ 41. 700 over 
and above the sum already pledged . 

When the year ended October 31. 
£ 38,000 had been given by eight Euro­
pean societies for tasks in Romania. 
Hungary, and Y ugoslavia. This means 
that a total of about £ 100,000 was 
spent within a year in the cause of 
making the Scriptures available to 
E aste rn Europe. 0 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 

WHY GO TO CHURCH? 

The eminent scholar, Edward T. His­
cox, in his New Directory for Baptist 
Churches, defines the Christian Church 
as "a company of regenerate persons. 
baptized on a profession of fai th in 
Christ, united in covenant for wor­
ship, instruction, the observance of 
Christian ordinances, and for such 
service as the gospel requires; recog­
nizing and accepting Christ as thei r 
supreme Lord and Law giver and tak­
ing His Word as their only and suffi­
cient rule of fai th and practice in all 
matters of conscience and religion." 
This definition, written in 1894, has 
not lost its validity for our day. Since 
then many other theologians and his­
torians have tried to explain what the 
Christian Church is. But have they 
succeeded to make it clear to the com­
mon churchgoer? What does he think 
the Church is? Is he perhaps more 
concerned with a perfect church at­
tendance record rather than with what 
the Church stands for? 

ft has been said that "the mere act 
of going to church makes as little a 
Christian of man, as his going into a 
garage makes an automobile of him." 
Why then do people go to church? 
An unknown au thor once put forth 
various reasons : 

"Some go to chu rch to take a walk: 
Some go there to laugh and talk; Some 
go there to meet a friend ; Some go 
there the time to spend ; Some go there 
to meet each other: Some go there a 
fa ult to cover: Some go there for specu­
lation: Some go there for observat ion; 
Some go there to doze and nod ; The 
wise go there to worship God ." 

There seems to be a trend - espe­
ciall y among the younger generation 
- to challenge the Church wi th the 
question: "Why should I attend or even 
join a church? Can't I be a Christi an 
without getting involved in a local 
church? I know of an intell igent young 
Christian . whose zeal for Christ got him 
so excited that he wanted everyone to 
know about Jesus. It did not take long 
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and he became critical of Christians 
who were not equally zealous. The 
widespread Jack of commitment for 
Christ greatly discouraged him. He 
soon became disillusioned with the 
Church and decided not to waste time 
on Christians anymore, but to spend 
all of his time winning non-believers 
to Christ. It took many hours of 
counsell ing unti l he real ized that he 
was making a greater mistake than the 
fruitless, defeated Christians whom he 
cri ticized. He needed to see that the 
average Christian is living in defeat 
because he does not know how to live 
in victory, and he is fruitless because 
he does not know how to allow the 
Holy Spi rit to control his life. We took 
a close look at the Bible and came up 
with the following five main reasons for 
church attendance: 

First, it will please God because his 
Word commands it. "Let us not give 
up the habit of meetin g together, as 
some a re doing. Instead, Jet us en­
courage one another, all the more since 
you see the Day of the Lord is comin g 
near" (Heb. 10:25). 

Second, personal benefit will result 
from our participation. Logs burn 
bright ly in a fireplace; but pull one 
log aside and its fl ame will go out. So 
it is with Christi an fellowship. "They 
spent their time in learning from the 
apostles, taking part in the fe llowship, 
and sharing in the fe llowship needs 
and the prayers" (Acts 2:42). 

Third, we benefit and encourage 
other believers with whom we wor­
ship. Paul writes to the Christians in 
Rome: " I want very much to see you 
in order to share a spiritual blessing 
with you. and make you strong" ( Rom. 
1:11 ). 

Fourth , church affil iation is an ex­
ample to non-Christians. Christ ians. 
meeting together in loving fellowship , 
are often the envy of non-believers. 
and many are honest enough to admit 
it. "As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. If you have love for 
one another, then all wi ll know that 
you are my disciples" (John I 3: 34-35). 

Fifth . the Church represents the 
greates t source of manpower for the 
fulfi ll ment of C hrist's Grea t Commis­
sion . Admittedly there are some peo­
ple who attend the church who fai l 
to live up to its teachings. But I am 
convi nced that mi llions of church mem­
bers around the world love Jesus and 
sincere ly desire to make their lives 
count for him . This great multitude 
of united Christi ans represents the rev­
ol utionary potential for bringing spiri­
tual renewal and bless ing to the whole 
world . 

Yes. I believe in going and belong-
ing to a church. - RJK 

OIPIEN 
DilAlOGlUJIE 
letters to the editor 

Dear editor: A short note of appre­
ciation for the last two (Dec. and 
Jan.) issues of the BAPTIST HERALD. 
I appreciated your editorial on peace 
in the Dec. issue. I would like to 
share a definition of peace with you 
that I ran across a few months ago. 
Peace : it is not the absence of con­
flict but the presence of God. 

I appreciate the Bible study that has 
been begun in the January issue in the 
book of Amos. I trust that such Bible 
book studies wi ll continue. 

I would like to suggest that a col­
umn be started on biographies of great 
Christian men, such as the early 
church Fathers. the Reformers and the 
Puritans. To me this would be of 
great interest, to others, it may not. 
Kenneth L. Ridge, Lansing, Mich. o 

Dear editor: All who heard Enkounter 
thoroughly enjoyed them and were in­
spired. Their presentation was excel­
lent. We are at a loss to understand 
adverse reports concerning them which 
reached us in advance of their appear­
ance ~ere. There seemed to be vague 
rumblings about their "hippie" ap­
pearance, the type of music they pre­
sent, made by detractors who had 
never seen or heard them. Their mode 
of dress and their selections were in 
the best of taste. They maintained a 
totally-worshipful attitude throughout. 
They were wonderful examples of how 
and _w?y yo~ng people are happy in the 
Chr!stian fa ith-something surely need­
e_d m all our churches. Their promo­
tion of the Seminary was likewise skill­
full y done. We detect a "holier-than­
thou" attitude on the part of those who 
not having seen or heard Enkounter: 
somehow felt led to c·ast doubts about 
them. Walter E. Kohrs, Peoria, Ill. O 

Dear editor: We enjoy reading the 
H ERALD, the thought provoking arti­
cles and especially the reports by the 
chu rc_hes as we work together in th is 
vast JOb of holding forth God's claims 
and promises to the world of today. 
Mrs. R. C. Stading, Gackle , N. D. O 

(Continued on page 31) 

BAPTIST HERALD 

Woman's World 
(Continued from page 15) 
in Christ? H as your life become drab. 
unattractive and dead because you 
have been clothing yourself with 
thoughts of envy, suspicion and bit­
terness? Are the secret closets of your 
heart filled with cobwebs of doubt. 
fear, anger, frustration and worry? 
Do you long to be restored to fresh­
ness and a renewed li fe in Christ just 
as springtime brings new li fe for us to 
enjoy? You may ask, "Why renewal?" 
You need renewal because you are al­
ways in a state of decay. 

be filled daily with God's Spiri t. that 
we will experience this renewal. As 
we are filled daily, we will also expe­
rience a new hunger for his word, and 
as his word penetrates our hearts, our 
minds become sharper. Let us satu­
rate our mind with Scripture. It is not 
how much we read, but how much we 
absorb and apply to our lives. 

good and pure thoughts, we will be 
occupied with bad and impure 
thoughts. Thinking on things that are 
lovely wi ll radiate forth the loveliness 
of Christ. Christ will dismiss suspi­
cion with hope and trust ; bitterness 
and resentment with love. 

May our desire be to be restored 
to new freshness as the springtime 
flower, as we make the following verse 
our prayer. "Create in me a new, 
clean heart, 0 God, filled with clean 
thoughts and right desires" (Ps. 5 1: I 0 
Living Bible). D 

It is only as we come daily to the 
foot of the cross for cleansing and to 

Paul writes in Phil ippians 4: 8, "Fi­
nally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true . .. honest ... just . . . pure . .. 
lovely . . . of good report, if there be 
any virtue . . . any praise, think on 
these things." We are admonished to 
th ink on things that are good, pure 
and beautiful. Unless we think of 

Mrs. R . Hoffman is the pastor's wife 
of the Salt Creek Baptist Church. 

Commitment or Retreat? 
(Continued from page 5) 

One of the clearest themes in the diary is typified by 
this passage: "In our e ra, the road to holiness neces­
sarily passes through the world of actio n ." Hammarsk­
jold urged churchmen to speak out and work for " justice. 
truth and trust in p ublic affairs." H e asked them to re­
spond to the " need for inspiration, for the creatio n of a 
spirit amo ng the leaders of the peoples which helps them 
to use the forces which they have to master for peace and 
not for war , for evolution and not for revolution." 

Hammarskjold can only be an en igmatic figure to 
those men who prefer skepticism to fa ith , cynicism to 
hope. Yet the remarkable spiri tual diary of a world dip­
lomat remains a testimony to the adamant commitment 
of a young ma n from Nazareth nearly 20 cen tu ries ago. 
The diary shows the relevance of the ancient fa ith . 

Shall we try reconci lia tion? Love that accepts life? 
Shall we walk the road that passes through the world of 
action? Can we, honestly, do othe rwise? 

Matthew's Gospel conta ins a vision of the Last Judg­
ment - a haunting scene which Chr ist leaves with his 
followers. He draws attention to the plight of the poor. 
the hungry, the homeless, the sick and the captives. We 
still have them in abundance. We perceive the threat of 

Open Dialogue 
(Continued from page 30) 
Dear editor : I want to make a few 
comments or suggestions for your pub­
lication which might encourage new 
subscribers or keep the old ones: The 
sermons should not be too lengthy: 
have more articles (short) from all 
of our churches, and also more news 
from our various mission fields. 

One of our older members reads 
everything you print. from cover to 
cover: he informs me! When I was 
younger I enjoyed the continued stor­
ies. Might be a thought for our 
youth! Personally, I've enjoyed es­
pecially the December and Ja~uary 
issues. Mrs. Eric (Ruby) Meilahn. 

Burl ington, Iowa 0 
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pollution, urban dissolution and technological d ehumani­
zation, b ut we are not sure what to say, let alone what 
to do. Then look ahead to spe rm banks, genetic engineer­
ing and psychological manipula tion. 

The moral uncertainties of this age beg for answers. 
For some questions there are no easy answers, if there 
a re answers a t all. But that should not prevent efforts to 
unravel the mysteries of our time. And, even if there 
are no answers, compassion is not foreclosed. 

A turbulent political situation spawned one of the big­
gest refugee problems in world history. W ithin a few 
months, more than nine million people crossed the border 
to Ind ia and then spilled out of some 900 refugee camps . 
Was India alone responsible for providing these strangers 
wi th food. clothing and shelte r? O r, in this "global vi l­
lage," to use McLuhan's term, do we share that respon­
sibility? The refugee may not care, may never know, what 
the statesmen decide abou t the future of the land where 
he used to live. But he understands the meaning of out­
stretched arms holding a bowl of soup or a blanket. 

L ent - it is comm itment to the present or retreat to 
the past? Lent is followed b y Easter. Easter - is the 
challenge to live in and with Christ. Jesus promised , "Be­
cause I live, you will live a lso" (Jn. 14 : 19b) . L ent 
then calls for commitment, as E aster calls for action. D 

O n Feb. 6, 1972, a fire de­
stroyed the Dickinson Brothers 
Printing Company, Grand Rap­
ids, Mich. The February issue of 
the BAPTIST HERA LD as a lso 
parts of the N.A.B. DIRECTORY 
w ere b urned. Tho printing com · 
pony, w hich is not affi l iated 
with our Conference, has re­
sumed its printing p rocess at a 
now location. However, delays 
in delivery ore expected for 
several more months. 
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