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WHERE 
~NTHEWORLD 
I ARE YOU 

GOING? 

··- , .,. 
-·· 

Ever stop to think about it? Where a re you going? 
If you get where you ' re going. . . where will you 
be . . . two years from now ... five years .. . ten? 
Sometimes it helps to stop what you' re doing ... 
take a strong look at yourself. .. and consider the 
possibilities. 

------ ------Ciij)and~aif -- - -- - - -----
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Tell me more . .. Send me a copy of the "Who are 
you following?" booklet on the ministry. 

IV1y name is _ ________________ _ 

Address 

City ------------State _____ _ 

College _ ________ _ _ Gradu ation date __ 

Or call collect 1-605-336-6588 

North 
A merican 
Baptist 
Seminary 
1605 South Euclid Ave . 
Sioux Falls. South Dakota 57105 
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Christmas creations a la Black Forest, ha ndmade in 
Hawaii from orig inal , three-d imensional designs to de
light the co llector. For trea sured gifts, choose from over 
200 items, each hand-pa in ted in gay Christmas colors. 

O ur cata log sent on request 
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"I wonder what can be i ~ that big box?" said my father. 
. The box was large - 111 fact it was at least eioht.een 
1~ches square, and i.t easily dwarfed all the other 

0

pa\~k, 
a"'es under the Chn.stmas tree. The size of the caffun 
was ex~gger~ted by its wrapping of shiny red paper cov
ered wi t~ gilt stars and wrea ths; the seams were con-
~ealed w1 t l~, green mend ing tape; a huge " to ___ _ " and 

from ... - card left no doubt that this monster of a 
present was in the righ t hands. ' 
.. Deliberately, then, so that he might savor every de

l1c1ous. mom~nt of anticipation, my fa ther removed the 
wrappmgs with care and opened the box only to fi d 
another box within! And he opened th d b n 
t fi d h. d c secon ox only 
~ith n a t ir - and so it went on until he had dealt 

a dozen boxes, and then he came to the gift -
watch. ~ a 

r th in~ often of that nest of boxes that enclosed the 
comparative ly small but precious gift T l . I b m b · i 1s ms ecome 

y syn: ol of Christmas. Each year as the Yuletide 
season ~omes around I fi nd th at my pacb ge . I 
tlnn the b f ' is arQcr ' year e ore. Each Ch ristmas adds someti n" ~to 
my accum ul ated memories, and J fi nd tha t r must b die 
clee~er to come to the heart and substance of what 
Christmas mea ns. 
. The unwrapping of the box of memori es begins when I 

sit. down to add ress the Christm as ca rds. And I like to 
Lhmk of w.hat I am ~0111g as something like the opera tion 
of a location c ~1 a rt 111 the huge shopping mal l near us. 
On th~t cl~art 1s a maze of walkways and centers and 
foun.ta 111s 1.1~~d or sur rou nded by shops and stores and 
~erv1ce facd 1t1es. Flat on the table below the chart is an 
i~dex of the i~iap and each store or fac ili ty has been 
given an electric button to press. If, for instance, T want 

Dr Glenn H Asq · I · . I k . p . lilt I is a pop1i!ar writer, who has written 
many 100 s. i1.1· most recent is LI VIN G IN THE PRES' 
ENCE OF GOD. ' -

4 

CHRISTMAS 
GBTS 

BBT BB 
ALL THB 

TIBB 
by Glenn H. Asquith 

to know the location of the book store I push the button 
allotted to that store and a light appears on th e chart a l 
the spot where books are sold. And, of course, the secret 
to the whole scheme is the X mark labeled " You are 
here." < ' < 

As I address a card I like lo feel that I am pushi no 
a button to Jioht u th h 0 

. "' P e ome and hea rt of someone out 
I~ my world of fri ends, acquai ntances and family. From 
t e spot where I am I send an impulse of love and con-
cern here and there unt'l I l . ' d 

1 1 
1 my w lo e hfe map is illuminated 

~~ d ~v~ Y·. As .I grow older I feel that my chart of 
11 ~t y'1~1 ti ue friends grows bigger with the yea rs. 

0 ows, too, that when the postman brinos cards to 
me f feel the glow st· I· d b "' . . 1mu ,1te y someone from where he 

d
is - mcleed. as the stack of cards grows hi ohcr day by 
ay, each fre sh impul f f · . "' . se o ricnclsh1p and love com111g 

my way added to ti b · -ie rest rin gs to my heart such a 
glrc~it wfa.rmth and light that I tl~ink I canno; sta nd the 
g 01 Y 0 It all - SO m , . . . H · any <lie press ing my loca tion button! 
how wonderfu l to know that many who have shared my 
~;e, my work, my recreation, my aspirations ·n e aoain 

wi mg lo lake some moments to assure me th at ' I am
0 

re-
membered! ' 

The second box w· th . .· . 1 111 my carton of Chri stmas memo-
11 es IS opened 'lS f t ' ' 
I 

' con 1nuc to shop for oifts. Althou0 h 
t ic clerks are not f . "'. 0 

severa l aware 0 my multiple identi ty I am 
· per;,ons as T walk the aisles of the stor'es and 
sea rch for the very thing.,, 

In memory I ·1m th 11 b . . ' e sma oy with fift y cents saved 
u~ f1 om allowance money and with which I must buy some
~h 1ng fo r brother a ~id sister and father and mother; I 
.i m the tecn-a!!e r with a 1·ob ·ind ··v·1tl1 I . ~ . ' • my own money 
l 1at I had. ea rned and ~v 1th which T ca n select the four 
pres~n ts with greater pnde; I am the young man who is 
looking for something worthy of the wonderful o· I I : 
to marry; I ;1m the man in the tov dep·11·1111cnt e,1 r. ihe. is 
h d 

. . . 1 ' we1Q 111!! 
t e cs1rabil1ty of the playthi nos to l1e t· k h ~ f ~ c · <1 en ome or 
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his own three children; I am the retired man with a re
duced income maki ng the old fam ilia r rounds hun ting 
for a gift for that same wonderfu l girl. for the sister who 
is the only one left of the original four for whom the 
sma ll boy bought, for the three children who are now 
men and women on their own. 

Commercialism there may be in the stores, the ads and 
the blaring music, but in my heart there is no com
mercia lism - I am about to exchange part of myself for 
something tangible that I may give. 

And just as the receiving of cards was an uplift , so is 
the coming of packages through the mail or found under 
the tree. Anticipa tion, as with my father so long ago, is a 
good thing in my life and I am sure that it is not an 
emotion to be monopolized by the young. An hour of 
life is wrapped in mystery as is a day and a year. In 
the packages th at come my way I can envision the effort 
and the thought such as l experienced when I walked 
with joy through the stores wi th my loved ones on my 
mind. These are wrapped mysteries th at make me think 
- "What have I ever done that someone should break 
his routine and disorder his schedule for me?" These 
packages arc wrapped mysteries and are part of life . 
For months after the holiday season is over I will be 
proudl y displaying a tie, a book, a pair of gloves, a 
shirt. a portrait and saying to whomever will listen : 
"Helen gave me thi s for Christmas; or Mabel brought this 
to me at Christmas," and so on. And I will be speaking 
with awe. 

Bu t to go to another inner box in the big box, T open 
more memories as we tr im the tree . In the first place, 
the boxes tha t hold the ornaments a rc well-worn and 
about to collapse. They date back to Christmases that 
we enjoyed years ago and we ca nnot bear to use newer 
boxes, for each carton nudges us to " remember when." 
This string of lights was bought when we were doing our 
own first tree, these ba lls were bought when Nancy was 
one, this star dates back to Jean's second Christmas, and 
this Santa C laus was made by Glenn in Kindergarten. 
One by one the old and the new go on the branches 
until we sec a colorfu l panorama of Christmases past. 

Nor must I forget to mention the inner box that speaks 
of church experiences down through the years. One in 
part icular T recall. I was sixteen and my sister, who was 
younger, was practicing in our church for the Christmas 
pagea nt. T was delighted to go and "walk her home" be
cause darkness had fallen. Snow had fa llen during the 
day and as I walked down the wide street I saw the 
homes fill ed with lights and candles. the snow crunched 
under my feet. the sky overhead was fi lled with count
less sta rs - a sense of well-being fl ooded through me. As 
r approac hed the church r could hear the sound of carols. 
and as I went in I caught a glimpse of the decora tions 
that made the sanctuary a place of indescribable beauty. 
Now. a t my age. I ca n reca ll so many Christmases in so 
many churches. and 1 can hear again the swell ing sound 
from or!!an and choi r. There is just nothing like a 
Chri s tma~ season in the church made rich by the good 
fr iends who share the high moments. 

Qui tc na tu rail y. th is box of church memories brings 
me to the last box in the nest of boxes filled with memo-
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ries, and this box is the core of all and the reason for a ll. 
T his small box holds the real gift of Christmas, as did 
the smallest box hold my father's watch. With reverence 
I remove the wrappings of the years and look at my 
treasure as I have for more than sixty years. 

How can I express what I see when Christmas is laid 
bare before me? Perhaps the one expression that must 
come first is Christ, the Peace. War and conflict are in 
my own heart; war and confl ict are in the immed iate 
community; war and conflict are in the nation ; war and 
conflict are in the wide world. In this turmoil, Christmas 
brings back the promise of Peace. As the Christmases 
have come and gone I have come to think of the peace 
of the season as not like the coming from the roaring 
traffic of a great city into a great cathedral where the 
noise I have left is but a soothing murmur, but like an 
inoculation from disease . If Christmas is simply a brief 
retreat into sanctuary 1 am a little helped. But if I come 
to Christmas and am immunized against hate and violence. 
then the peace of Christmas becomes portable and I can 
walk through my world without fear that I shall be in
fected by the madness around me. Each Christmas, then, 
I would come back for a "booster shot" of Peace. 

Close upon the heels of Peace is Christ, the Love. 1 
think of the office of an oculist. I have come there be
cause 1 cannot see clearly - my sight is im perfect. The 
doctor puts in front of my eyes lens after lens saying, 
" Is ' this better? or that? or that?" until he finally comes 
to the little piece of glass that makes my world clear 
aga in. I think of the Love that comes a t Christmas as 
giving me clear vision again. And when I can see the 
world and the people in it as they really are T cannot 
help but be filled with love. 

Christ, the Joy, is the remaining word th at leaps out as 
Christmas comes. With Peace and Love, Joy is automatic. 
It is something like making a campfire. When 1 have the 
fi re l have protection against the animals that lu rk in 
the woods. and 1 have light but without doing any
thing else T am warmed by the existence of the fire. 
The Peace and Love in my heart give me the warmth of 
Joy. 

There is just nothing like Christmas. And there is 
nothing like accumulated Ch ristmases. Each year the box 
of memories and experiences is a bit bigger than the 
year before. The wonder and the awe do not become 
d immed but brightened as my age increases. Let no one 
ever say of me. "He has become too old to get any 
th rill out of Christmas.'" 1 am convinced that Christmas 
is getti ng better for me all the time. 

So this year. as for so many years. I shall get out the 
old music box, give it a few turns, and sit back to watch 
my glorious parade of Christmases keeping step to the 
tune: 

"Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King .. . " O 



.I 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto m e that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting - M icah 5:2. 

A BIBL[ STUDY 
l=O~ Tt.I[ 

ADV[NT AND 
Ct.l~ISTMAS 

S[ASON 

Christs 
rirst Advent 

by Francis W. Dixon 

Se~en hundred year~ before Christ came, the prophet 
Micah gave this glorious prophecy of His first advent _ 
a prophecy that was literally fulfi lled at the time of our 
Saviour's birth . The little pronoun "He" is very impor
t~n t , for the whole statement hinges upon this one word 

He shall come forth .. . " Th is personal pronoun 
can only refer to our Lord and Saviou r Jesus Christ who 
as the RV margin renders it, is " from ancient day~" . . 

Some have suggested that Jesus is a created be ing. and 

The !?e v. Francis W. Dixon is the pastor of the Lansdowne 
Bapt1.1t Church , Bo11me111011th , £11Rland. 
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that he was only invested with deity and became the Son 
of God at his .birth, or perhaps at his baptism. Micah 
does not say this, however. He speaks of him as the One 
"Whose goings fo rth have been from of old from ever
~as ting." The Lord Jesus is the eternal Son ' of God; he 
is the one to whom Moses referred in the words "Befo re 
the mountains were brought forth , or ever Th,ou hadst 
fo rmed the earth and the world even from everlastin ° 
to everlas t}.~g, Thou art God" ( Psalm 90 : 2 ); He is th~ 
one .~"h.o m the beginning was the Word ... "; who 
was .w1t.h God ... " ; who "was God" (John 1: l ) . 

It is important to notice that Micah does not speak 
about the first advent of Christ only, but also about his 
seco?d advent. In Micah 5 : 2 the theme is his first coming; 
?ut 111 verse 3 it is his second coming that is referred to 
1? the words, 'T~erefore will he give them up, until the 
time that she which trava ileth hath brought fo rth: then 
the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the chil
dren of Israel. " Today we stand between the two ad
vents, and we look back to his first adve nt, which is 
now a n~a tte r of history, and forward to his second ad
vent. which is still a matter of prophecy. All the way 
through the Old Testament we have prophecies relating to 
both. adv~nts . These arc placed side by side as they 
are 111 Micah 5 :2-3 . ' 

Micah tells us three thin!!s about our Lord's advent. 
and the first concerns _ ~ 

The Prophecy of His Advent 
T n the Old Tes tam t J • • . , en t 1ere .ire many prophecies of the 

~~m 111g and of .the birth of the Lord Jesus C hrist, and 
a I these . were literally fulfilled when he came The fi rst 
ohf these is found in Genesis 3: 15. where the L~rd sa id to 
t e serpent "A d I ·1 w ' n wi I put enmity between thee and the 
b o~ian , and between thy seed and her seed· it shall 

f
ruisc thy head, and thou shalt bruise his hc~I. " But 

o course. there is I · f . . . ' 
fi . a c iam o prophecies following this 

rst and important d ' · d ' pre 1ct1on of the coming of the Rc-
t he:~r· and this chain follows right through the pages of 
dred l~k:e~tame? t. Tl~ere are probably at least a hun
leacl t 

1 
m ~ his cham, and these arc a ll clues that 

'Th 0 t ~~ Savi~ur and speak of hi s birth in Bethlehem. 
. 

1 
eh c ief priests and scribes were well ·1cquainted 

wit , t csc prophcc· f h , 
birth of th . ies. or w en Herod heard about the 

b I 
e Saviour and asked where Christ should be 

orn , t 1ey replied "Jn B ti 1 1 · . . 
written ' c 1 e icm of Judaea : for thus 1t 1s 
. 

1 
by the prophet" ( Matthew 2: 3-6) T hese reli-

gious eaders knew wh J · 
God h d ere esus was to be born because 
Thus . a recorclc? the fac t through his serva nt Micah. 

l
.'t was that 111 the ful ness of ti me Micah's prophecy 

was 1terally fufi lled. 

It seems strange to us that when the Lord Jesus came 
the Jews did t · . . no recognize him ; that "he ca me unto his 
ol wn. and his own rece ived him not" (John I . 11 ) . but 
1ere we are f· ct · h · ' ( R . 

1 
,ice wit the mystery of Israel's bli ndness 

. ~m,1 ns I :25; 2 Corinthians 3 : 14) . Yet surely there 

b
1s1· 'c11n even greater mystery - the mystery of Gent ile 

m ness of so m·1ny I d ti L d ' ' peop e to ay who sec not beauty in 
Tile. ? r Jesus that they should desire him (fsaiah 53 :2 ) . 

11s is no longer a mystery 111 the light of 2 Corinthians 

BAP T IST H E RALD 
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4 : 4, where we are told that " the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God , should shine unto them." It is not too much to 
say tha t Satan's chief stra tegy today is to blind the minds 
of unbelievers. 

In anticipating the Saviour's birth. the prophet also has 
something to say about-

The Pl ace of H is Advent 

Where was Jesus born? The place is actually mentioned 
in prophecy. He was to be born in Bethlehem. But 
there was more than one Bethlehem, so Micah is careful 
to say that the Saviour would be born in Bethlehem 
Ephratah. How wonderfully the over-rul ing providence of 
God is seen in the fact that Jesus was actually born in th is 
little town of Bethlehem! God is sovereign in heaven and 
in earth, and it was he who moved Caesar Augustus to 
fi x a census which made it necessary for Joseph and 
Mary to make a journey of eighty miles from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem. 

The place Bethlehem Ephratah is significant for three 
reasons. First, Bethlehem was a royal city. David was 
born there, and thus it was a suitable place for the birth 
of David's greater Son, Jes us. 

Jn the second place, the nam es "Bethlehem Ephratah" 
are significant. "Bethlehem" mea ns "House of Bread", 
and "Ephratah" means "frui tfulness". Our Lord described 
himself as "the Bread of Life" who alone could give 
satisfaction to human sou ls. He said, " I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and 
he th at bclieveth on me shall never thirst" (John 6:35) ; 
and it is he alone who can produce within us real fruit 
that is to his glory, as he himself said - " l am the vin.e, 
ye arc the branches : he that abidcth in me, and I m 
him, the same bringeth forth much frui t: for without me 
ye can do nothing" (John 1-5:5). . 

In the thi rd place. Bethlehem was a very sm all city. 
Micah speaks of it as " li ttle among the thousands of 
Judah." How wonderful it is that our Lord was not born 
in Jerusalem. or Rome. or New York, or London! He 
always de! ights to dwell with the !owl~ one~ - "For t~us 
sa ith the hi!!h and lofty one that 111hab1teth eternity, 
whose name ~is holy; I dwell in the high and holy . ~lace. 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble spmt, to 
rev ive the spiri t of the humble. and to revive the heart 
of the contri te ones" (Isaiah 57 : 15) . Thus, we sec that 
many years before Jes us was bo rn in Be~hle~em the 
prophet predicted the fact and the place of l11s birth. We 
al so sec that the name of this little town Bethlehem 
Ephratah was and is indeed significant. 

Finally. in ant icipating the Saviour's birth. Micah has 
someth ing to say about -

The Purpose of Hi<; Acl \'l::nl 

Why d id Jesus come to Bethlehem? Why .was he born 
of the Virgin Mary? Why did he leave the ivory pa lac~s 
and come into this world of sin? There were two ma m 
reasons why he came, and Micah has something to say 
ahout them both. 
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First, He came to redeem his people. In Micah 5: 1 
we have the words, 'They shall smite the Judge of Israel 
with a rod upon the cheek." Here, surely, is an indica
tion of the fact that our Lord was born to die; He is 
indeed " the lamb slain from the foundation of the world" 
( Revelation 13 :8). In the eternal purpose of God it was 
decreed that in the fulness of time he should come to be 
the Sin-bearer and Redeemer of his people. Thus we 
read that when he came to this earth and they nailed 
him to the cross, "He was wounded for our transgres
sions, he was bruised, for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and wi th his stripes we are 
healed" (Isaiah 53: 5) , and that when he died God 
"made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him" (2 
Corinthians 5 :2 1). 

Hail. Thou once despised Jesus, 
Hail. Thou Galilean King! 

Thou didst suffer to release us, 
Thou didst free salva tion bring. 

Hail. T hou agonising Saviour. 
Bearer of our sin and shame. 

By Thy merits we find fa vour; 
Life is given through Thy name. 

But there is another reason why Christ came to be 
born in Bethlehem. He came to redeem his people, not 
"with corru ptible things, as silver and gold . . . but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot ... ", (I Peter I : 18-1 9) ; but 
second, he came to rule over his people. This is indicated 
in Micah 5 : 2 in the words, "Out of thee (Bethlehem 
Ephratah ) shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel. " The word " ruler" may be translated "gover
nor" , as we read in Isaiah 9: 6, where we have another 
most significant prophecy of Christ's first advent, "The 
government shall be upon his shoulder." 

Thus, over seven hundred years before the Incarna
tion. this servant of the Lord, Micah, declared a clear 
prophecy of our Lord's fi rst advent. He also stated the 
place of his advent, and he also clearly defi ned the pur
pose of his advent. The two-fold purpose of the first 
coming of our Lord was that he should redeem his people, 
and that he should rule over his people. 

This should make us carefully ask and answer the 
questions: first. Is lie our Redeem er? Can we say with 
Job of old, "I know that my Redeemer liveth. and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : and 
though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh shall I see God : Whom 1 shall see for myself. 
and ~inc eyes shall behold, and not another; though 
my rems be consumed withi n me" (Job 19: 25 ) ? We 
should also ask the question. l s he 0 111· ruler? - arc we 
living day by clay under his sway? 

Wor~hi p, honour. pl)Wcr. and hlc~si n\! 
T hou .1rt \\'Orth ~ to rcccin': ~ 

l oudc-,t 1 )rai~c-; . without L'cas in•!, 
l\1cct it is for u~ ll) giw' O 
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0 *Chriotmoo Tree. Wow Lovely ~re Thy E>roncheo 
...f.t. 

--~ have been near Christ's manger: the olive, the date, and 
~ the pine tree. 

' The olive gave its fruit to honor the newborn King, 
• and the palm gave its dates as an offer;ng. But the pine 

By Russell Chandler h d £ Qi a nothing to give. Some stars above, says the legend, 
_ descended gently and rested on its boughs as a gift of 

Christmas customs the world over are as varied as the light. 
patterns of light that shine from a beautiful ornament. Another legend concerns St. Boniface, who completed 
But few legends are as diverse and abundant as those the Christianization of Germany in the 8 th century and 
surrounding the origin of the Christmas tree. dedicated the fir tree to the Christ Chi ld to replace the 

Although evergreens, as symbols of survival, have a sacred oak of Odin. 
long association with Christmas festivities, the first deco- On Christmas Eve, so the story goes, while the famed 
rated , gift-laden Christmas tree is believed to have been missiona ry was hewing down the oak that had become 
used 130 years ago. Prince Albert and Queen Victoria the object of idolatrous worship, a tornado blasted it. 
had one with lights and gifts on it in Windsor Castle Just beh ind it stood a young fir tree with a g reen spire 
in 1841. pointing to the stars. 

In the early decades of the 19th century, however, no Boniface turned to the pagans and said: "This little 
useful presents were ever placed on the tree's branches; tree, a young child of the forest, shall be your holy tree. 
they went on a table nearby or underneath. Only the shin- It is the wood of peace, for you r homes are bui lt of it. It 
ing ornaments adorned the tree. In Southern Europe, is the sign of an endless life, for its leaves are always 
a custom was to place a creche beneath its branches. green. Let th is be the tree of the Christ Child. G ather 

From earliest times man is known to have used trees in about it , not in the wild woods, but in your own ho mes. 
worship. Ancient legend says that the tree of knowledge There it wi ll shelter no deed of blood. but loving gifts 
in the Garden of Eden was an evergreen. It is said that and acts of kindness." 
the tree blossomed and bore fru it, but that its foliage Historians say that St. Boniface fi rst used a star on 
shrank to tiny leaves when Eve plucked its fruit. top of a Christmas tree, and they trace the o rigin of il-

On the night C hrist was born, it is believed to have luminating the tree to Martin Luther, who placed lighted 
blossomed again ; thus the evergreen tree became a sym- candles in an evergreen. 
bol of Christmas. 

Aylene E. and Cameron Cooke, in Our Christmas The story is that on o ne C hristmas E ve Luther wan-
Symbols, say that Christmas trees were first used in the dered ou tdoors a nd became enraptured with the starry 
medieval German parad ise plays, held outdoors and por- sky. The beauty and brightness caused him to reflect on 
traying the creation of man. The tree of li fe was a fir , the glory of the first Christmas Eve in Beth lehem. 
hung with apples. Later other ornaments were placed Wishing to share this with his w ife and chi ldren, he 
on the branches as well. felled an evergreen, glistening with snow, and took it 

One early legend about the origin of the Christmas tree, home. Then he placed candles on it to represent the 
according to O.A. Battista, a collector of Christmas leg- brilliance of the heavens outside. 
ends and traditions, is based on the three trees said to The use of a candle-l ighted tree spread, firs t through 

Europe, and then to America, where it came to be re
garded as the fairest ornament of Christmas. Electric 
illuminatio n of Christmas trees first began in 1902. D 

Mr. Russell Chandler is the news editor of CHRISTAN/TY 
TODAY. 

It seems that whenever I talked about 
a trip to the Holy Land it was in relation 
to "others" who were going or had gone. 
This summer, however, the dream of a 
lifetime came true for Mrs. Hoffman 
and myself. Its rather difficult to put 
such an experience into words for it 
was so overwhelming. 

Damascus in Syria; four exciting days 
in Israel - stopping at a score of Bi
ble ci ties and places: the Islands of 
Rhodes, Cyprus. Patmos and Mykon
os ! 

All that a most th rilling experience. 
Together with more than 250 other 
people going to the same place, we 
traveled by air to G reece then by boat 
th roughout the Mediterranean Bible 
lands area. The Bi ble studies aboard 
ship, the time of prayer and praise a t 
various Bible sites wi ll never he for
gotten . Ou r lives have been forever 
enriched and enlarged in the Word of 
God. And then to th ink that it was all 
possible through the Jove and concern 
of a couple who love tJ-.e Lord and his 
Work. Over and over we sing "To God 
be the glory, great th ings he hath done." 
May many find joy in sending their 
pastor on a similar Bible lands expe
rience! O 

To walk and stand in Corinth, Ath
ens. Philippi in Greece ; Izmir, (ancient 
Smyrna) Ephesus, Tarsus. Antioch in 
Turkey: Beirut and Baalbek in Lebanon: 

The Rev. Robert R. H offman is the 
pastor of 1he First Baptist Church. f-!e
hro11, N .D. He par1icipa1ed in the 
16-Day Mediterranean Jet Cmise, 
co11duc1ed by the Rev. Ben Zimmerman 
and Dr. G. L. Borcher/ . 
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£STAT£ 

CHRISTMAS MAKES 
FOOLS OF THOSE WHO 
CLAIM THAT GOD IS 
DEAD. 

O n Christmas Day a soldier in 
Vietnam, di rty with jungle mud and 
blood, will tear open a letter from 
home. For a few moments he will 
forget his bone-aching fat igue, re-

,/f. ~t/ 
r .," I 
~ ~ 
I;. 

membering boyhood days with his 
) family and the excitement of getting 
i and giving gifts. 

/

...,.l; T he sour-sweat smell of barracks 
and the dank green odor of jungle 
camps will be replaced by the smell 
of white sheets on the old bed at 
home on Christmas Eve. the pun-
gence of Christmas trees and the 
aroma of food from mother's kitch
en. T he illusion wi ll be gone even 
before the letter is finished and that 

1 soldier will long for peace, more 
flj' than you or I who have never lived 
{, ~it· 
~ ~ /- . , . '/, ·-~4~ , 

PLANNING-

C:LllllCS 
by Steve Wilson 

Steve Wilson 

December ! 972 

on a battlefield can ever long for 
peace, and he may weep for a mean
ing that has gone out of his life. 

As long as that soldier feels joy 
from no more than the reading of a 
letter on a battlefie ld, or has hope 
expressed as a longing for peace, or 
repents through tears for lost mean
ing, we know that God is alive. And 
when he will realize that only Jesus 
Christ, the P rince of Peace, can give a 
lasting peace, then C hris tmas will 
be the celebration of love and hope 
and joy even in Vietnam - as it is all 
over the world. O 

CkriJtmaJ 
{;Lory 
0 , light! Bright light! 
Our hearts quake with fear. 
Why come you now? 
Why come you here? 
We' re b ut poor humble shepherds in 

dark fields and drear. 
Good tid ings, - great joy, - good news· 

you bring? 
A Saviour is born? Born our King? 
To be found in a ma nger in Bethle hem 

town! 
Such splendor the choraling a nge ls' 

song -
G lory to God, good wi ll to a ll men. 
0 , light! Bright light! 
Shine on for aye -
Fi ll ing men's hea rts with joyful pra ise. 
Christ the Lord is born today! 

Lucy Rathbun Berry 

A simple thought concludes each "Will 
Clinic" I conduct in North American 
Baptist General Conference churches: 
"We work to earn, struggle to save 
and treasure the privilege of giving. 
Why, then, do so few people under
stand their own power to literally res
urrect that privilege for others to en
joy?" 

Our country abounds in statistics. 
one of which is that seven of ten peo
ple d ie without having written a will. 
Whether through procrastination. in
decis ion. or simply fear of admitting 
the inevitable by proper planning, 
most people fail to create an adequate 
estate plan . 

But as I tell Will Clinic audiences. a 
plan has been prepared for them 
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through state Jaws of intestacy. Even 
more h armful at times is outmoded 
estate planning, established once a nd 
never brought up to date. The answer 
is an estate pl anning team. Whether 
it be my team or your own attorney. 
accountant, trust officer and insurance 
man , the talents of each team member 
are needed to create a map which 
meets the estate owner's objectives. 

This basic reality is the purpose for 
my Will Clinics, which I provide in 
Oregon, Washington and Northern Cal
iforni a as an N.A.B. Con ference 
Planned giving area representative. 

Few people realize the huge cost of 
federal and state taxes on estates; or 
realize the great flexibility which es
tute pl anning can provide; or under
stand the many ways in which the Con
ference or local churches, as well as 
loved ones, can be remembered in the 
estate. Indeed, most people underes
timate their own estate, and thus un
derestimate the potential economic 
grief for their h eirs. 

These and other aspects my asso
ciates and I explain to church audi
ences o n their invitation. Beyond this. 
however, it is a planned gi ft giving 
ministry. I encounter people who. in 
return for the Lord's help du ri ng life , 
would like to aid his glorious work af
ter their death. Through contact re
sulting from three Wi ll Clinics th is 
year , I have seen written indications of 
deferred estate gifts amounting to some 
5750,000 for the N.A.B. Con ference 
and local churches. Church members 
may use my service, which is to ana
lyze their financial situat ion and rec
ommend the most appropriate ways to 
plan for thei r loved ones' care and 
maximum estate conservation . 

The need is there for people of any 
age and financial situation. 

A ':"'i~ow came to me, completely 
lost wi thin the complexities of her own 
financial planning and suffering the 
frustration fe lt by many in a simi lar 
situation. When proper management 
was established withi n her estate. it 
became one whi ch she could easily 
manage herself. Wi th the added bene
fit of nearly doubled returns for present 
living needs, her life became much 
more secure as frustrations faded into 
content. 

A young married couple attended a 
Will Cl inic, and came to me after 
realizing they had no economic map. 
no financi al plan for their journey to
gether through life. To begin. u pon 
request. my associates prepared a sim
ple will. bul one which could be adjusted 
and revi~ed as financ ial conditions 
changed. The re~t was just counseling. 
bu1 equally as im portant to establishing 
the couple\ base fo r economic securi t y~ 
fhey needed a nd received counse lling 
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on budgeting themselves. and so began 
charting the course their journey wou ld 
fo llow. 

I have found that people are not 
only interested in , but fascin ated with 
the va rious avenues and implications 
of estate planning - once they hear 
and under5tand the basic problems. 
Our Will C lin ics always extend well 
beyond scheduled closi ng time in order 
that all quest ions be answered; and the 
follow-up response has indicated that 
people will act when they comprehend 
the importance of a plan and the dan
gers of having no plan. 

Like a doctor, we diagnose and pre
scribe only after in tense fact- fi nding, 
and only a fter an understanding is 
reached as to exactl y what the estate 
owner wishes to accomplish. As a 
Christian dealing with Christians. my 
sole in tent is to inform members of the 
Conference of their own need for es
tate planning. If their objectives in
clude provision for the Lord's work . I 
take an intense joy in creating the 
vehicle by which this can he accom
plished. 

Other needed steps in a person's es
tate planning could involve the execu
tion of a new will , the estab lishment of 
a trust, r_earranging settlement options 
unde_r existing life insurance policies, 
s_ta~t ing a gift an nui ty program, re
ti tling of property, or the purchase of 
new li fe insurance. among others. 

. No two people wi ll shape the fin an
cial plan for their estates wi th the same 
set of objectives. Only when the owner 
~as determined what things are most 
1~portan t to ~im can the estate plan
ning team begin to operate effectively. 
And only when these determi nations 
are reviewed from time to time can 
anyone be sure that the correct course 
is sti ll being plotted. · 

Striking examples of unnecessary es
tate shrinkage exist by the thousands 
!he ~mpact of federal esta te and stat~ 
111hen tance taxes can be devastati ng 
unless care has been taken to provide 
for the inevi table. Should such care 
not be taken. the losses could increase 
due to the forced sale of assets at 
much lower than fai r market price or 
undue taxa tion. 

Many a man will stake his life on 
the protection of property which he 
has accumula ted only after Jong years 
of to il . That same man, however. has 
most likely taken no steps to protect his 
property at his death nor properly pro
vided for its d istribu tion. The State _ 
the same State he may have fought in 
ord~r to keep that property - wi ll then 
designate the heirs and determine what 
pro1~ortion s of the property they wi ll 
re_ce1v_e by the laws of descent and d is
tn b~1twn. Possibly the fi rst step toward 
avo1d1ng such circumstances might be 

the scheduling of a Will C linic a t your 
church, whether it be in the north
west region of the count ry or any o ther 
region. Once members of your con
gregation hear the potential joys and 
the potential dangers of estate s itua
tions. many a re sure to take steps to 
guarantee protection of the property 
they have accumulated. 

To end where I began: You have 
earned and saved and learned the joy 
of giving. Don't jeopardize your 
ab ility to keep giving a fter death by 
fa iling to provide a plan for the care 
of your loved ones and the causes in 
which you believe. D 
Steve Wilson is a parttime Conference 
Planned Giving representative for 
Washington, Oregon and Northern Cali
forni a. He is a member of the Trinity 
Baptist Church. Portland, Ore. His in
surance office is located at 141 8-2 I st 
Street, Milwaukie , O regon 97222. 
Phone (503) 654-8282. The N.A.B. 
Stewa rdship Department is ready to 
serve your estate pla nn ing needs th rough 
othe r planned giving representatives. 
Services include estate planning mate
ria ls, local church will clini cs and per
sonal consultation. For fur the r infor
mation write to: 

Everett A. Barker, director of P lanned 
Giving 

Norther American Baptist General Con
ference 

Forest Park , IL 60 130 
(3 12) 771-8700 

CULTCKLE \VITll 
BRUNO 

A Sunday school teacher asked h er 
class for a definti on of a mi racle. One 
ni ne-year-old said. "Well. a miracle is 
Something no one really believes could 
happen - like when my mother tells 
111c to wash my hands and face, and I 
\"<ish behind the cars, too. T hat's a 
tt1iracle!" 

f The reason so many women in their 
. ()rtics seem to have so many aches 
'lnd pains is that most of them are 
J·~<tll y in their fifties . 

~ 
O/'~ PIANISTS 

ADO: Chords,"runs·: progressions 

Twenty lessons 
S4.98 

EVANGELICAL MUSIC,TBH-1, 

HAWARDEN, IOWA 51023 

BAPTIST HERALD 

all OQnominational Workshop 

Twice a year the e xecutive staff members of the Forest Park Office meet together with the area secre taries, the presidents of the 
educational institutions, the representa tive of the W.M.U. and visiting pastors from the immediate ne ighborhood to d iscuss denom
inat ional matters ond to plan for a more e ffective spi ritual and administrative ministry. 
The pictures show participants of the Fal l Denominational Workshop, September 21-22. 

lWO OD6S TO lWb 
rnPBMH) CON by Samuel A. Jeanes 

The emphasis a t the Christmas season is placed on giv
ing. And this is a worthy e mphasis. . . . God loved us 
so much tha t he gave his only begotten Son that who
soever believeth on him should not perish but have ever
lasting life. From our pulpits w ill be preached ma ny 
sermons e mphas iz ing the word s of the Apostle ... "Tha nks 
be unto God for his unspeaka ble gift." The gifts of the 
Wise Men to the holy fami ly have been immortalized, 
not only because t hey met some of the immediate needs 
of Mary and Joseph but because they spoke so eloquently 
of the coming ministry of the ba by who was born to die 
for us a ll . 

So Chris tmas time is a giving time. W e practice g iv
ing, especia lly the g iving of mater ia l g ifts, like a n a rt. 
But remember as you give, that the gift w itho ut the g iver 
is ba re. A nd the Bible a lso reminds us that "God loves 
the c hee rful g iver." So don ' t neglect the s ide o f the 
Chris tmas coin th at says, "GIVE" . Give of your sub
sta nce, your e ffo r t, your ability, your time, yes, your 
love. 

But look at the o ther s ide of the coin. C hris tmas is 

Dr. Sa111 11e/ A. Jeanes is the pastor of First Baptist Church. 
Mercha11tvi/le , N.J. 

December 1972 

not only a t ime of g1vmg . it is a time of receiving. 
D id not the a ngel say, "Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which sha ll be to a ll people. For unto you is 
born this day in the City of David, a Saviour which is 
C hrist the Lord." What a pity it is for a n angel to bring 
such good news if it is not received. And you mu st not 
receive it as a n ordinary c ircular that is addressed in an 
impersonal way " to the occupant". This is not a cheap 
a nnounceme nt. H ere is heaven's greatest gift a nd it is 
for you! God loves you! The announcement requests 
your undivided attention. The gift required a great sac
r ifice, love tha t was e ternal, a nd effort that was ac
compan ied by pain a nd death . Certainly. you must re
ceive it w ith your who le heart a nd in return you must 
place your life , your time. your ability. your substa nce. 
your a ll upon the alta r of One who gave you so much. 

There a re two s ides to the C hris tmas coin ! C hrist
mas is a time of giving! It is a time of receiving. too. 
The Bible says, "For as many as received him. to them 
gave he the right to become the Sons of God. even to 
the m tha t believe on his name." It is so easy to g ive 
g ifts at Christmas. l t is much h arde r to receive his g ift. 
For b efore he can really dwe ll within u s we must make 
our hearts and lives ready to receive h im. D 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Friends: In December of 1969 
with the new format of the Baptis; 
Herald, this column was initiated. Since 
that time the writer has sought to· dis
cuss a variety of your questions from 
the length of hair to the cost of church 
buildings, from Bible translations to 
eternal security, from a criticism of 
my former picture to playing cards, 
from Christ's prayer life to ministers' 
sal.aries, from eschatology to baptizing 
children, from war and peace to music 
in the church, etc., etc. 

By your constant flow of letters you 
have made this column work. To you 
who_ have written I express my sincere 
gratitude. In addition, I am sincerely 
grateful for the many letters which 
have commented upon my a rticles 
While I have been humbled by th~ 
number of letters which have expressed 
g.ratitude for the column, I am also 
sincerely thankful for those of you who 
have taken time to express your dis
agreements. Moreover, I suppose a 
column has not really arri ved until it 
has been quoted in editorials outside 
of this magazine. Therefore, I thank 
you for doing so. 

F urthermore, I should tell you that 
I have both been blessed and cursed. 
Some have referred to me as a man of 
God ; two of you have literall y cal led 
me (and the denomination which J 
represenl ) heretica l. Especia lly to 
these last people I would say that a 
person is not only known by the friends 
he keeps but a lso by the enemies he 
makes. Let me affi rm. therefore. that 
- from what I have read by those 
who call me "heretic " and encourage 
some of our churches to separate from 
the de no minat ion - r have no hesita
tion in letting God be the judge be
tween us. 

Over the years a certai n style has 
emerged in this column . f am m ~ king 
no claim for the inspira tion of my 
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words. As such, however, I wish you 
to know that I am struggling as hon
estly as possible to identify the ap
propriate biblical principles and to ap
ply these principles to your twentieth 
century questions through the medium 
of a small column with a minimal num
ber of readily understood words. Now, 
my friends, I suppose I could give you 
easy answers, but I assume that you 
write me because most of you have 
been dissatisfied with easy answers. 
Some of you, however, would like con
firmation of your easy answers, be
cause they have been called into ques
tion by someone else and that is why 
you write. To both of you, I have 
vowed not to treat your questions 
lightly and I have been reinforced in 
this decision by Christ who gave us the 
pattern for answers to such life-oriented 
questions in the incarnation . 

God saw our questions about li fe 
and he did not answer them by means 
~f statements or philosophical proposi
tJOns. He surprised us by sending his 
o":'n Son - not in some high and 
mighty fashion , but as a baby born to 
peasant parents in a stinky ba rn. Jesus 
knew the style of people's questions 
and he went where the people were to 
answer those questions. The rabbis o f
ten had little time for the people of the 
land, but Jesus met their needs and an
swered their questions with picture 
stories which the common people loved 
and by which they were called to re
spond. 

In our highly scientific and sophisti
cated world we often miss the example 
of Jesus. He took the great mysteries 
of God and opened them to men. If 
they fa iled to understand them, it was 
~ot because of his words. Our tendency 
is to. reve rs.e the ~recess and dignify 
our simple ideas with five and six syl
la?le words. For one who has spent 
thirteen years in universities and semi
na ries before becomin g a professor the 
":'orl? 's pattern of such pseudo so~his
t1cat1on 1s very tempting to fo llow, but 
J ca ll al l of us to remember that "we 
d id not so learn Christ Jesus." 

As we ente r the advent season when 
we think about the coming of Jesus, 
let us try to follow his patterns. In 
struggling with the issues of life, let us 
pray t~at. God will give us clarity in 
our thinking, openness in receiving his 
truth. 1.ove in our dealing with people 
and fa1th ful n cs~ 111 our rcli:.1ncc upo i 
God 's gift in Chris t. May th is Chri st~ 
mas bri ng to everyone who reads this 
column a new commitment to the pat
tern o r "way" of Christ Jesus o ur Lord . 
G. L. 13. O 

PHASE II 

by Daniel Fuchs 

CALLING OUR CONTINENT TO 
THE WORD OF GOD 

Imagine the excitement of individual 
Christians as they go door-to-door in 
their community greeting persons in the 
name of Jesus Christ, giving them a 
copy of the Scriptures and knowing that 
what they are doing is p art of a conti
nent-wide movement aimed to touch the 
li fe of every person in the United 
States and Canada with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

The significant two-fold goal of K ey 
73 Phase II is to distribute to every per
son in North America a portion of the 
Scriptures and to extend with each 
Scripture pl acement a personal invita
tion to join an evangelistic Bible study 
group or to enroll in an evangelistic 
Bible correspondence course adminis
tered by the local church. This special 
effort is planned from Thanksgiving 
1972 through Easter 1973 and m ay be 
continued throughout the year as sched
uled by local congregations and groups. 

Scripture distribution and Bible study 
activities provide one of the best op
po rtunities in the entire Key 73 pro
gram to involve your church in actual 
evangelism. 

Scri ptu re distribution and Bible study 
activities allow for a wide varie ty of 
methods of witnessing so that persons 
of varying degrees of ability a nd talent 
can participate. 

. Th~re is much more to Scripture dis
tri but ion than to drop a portion of the 
Bible on the porch of a home or to 
hang it on the doorknob. Y our church 
must be trained to present the Scriptures 
personally. Members must be familiar 
wi.th the portion of Scripture which they 
hnng. When giving an invitation to join 
a n eva~geli stic Bible study group or t o 
enroll in an evangelis tic Bible study 
correspondence course, your people 
must know what these courses contain . 

. F o r helpful program suggestions and 
B1~le study and distribution options 
wri te to the World Home Bible League. 
16801 Van D am Road, South H oll and. 
111. 60473, and to the American Bible 
Society, 1865 Broadwny, New York, 
N.Y. 10023. 0 

Th e Rev. Daniel Fuchs is assistant gen
eral secretary of the North A mericn/I 
Baptist General Missionary Society. 
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by Cecil McGee 

During these next few months you will 
probably be having a number of fellow
ship gatherings. Here are a few things 
to keep in mind as you plan. 

Values 

There is far more to a fellowship 
tha n just a few games and some re
freshments. There are values of eter
nal dimension which can be reali zed. 
With adequate leadership, wholesome 
recreation habits can be formed and 
lasting friend ships c ultivated. T ale nts 
c~n be developed, personalities en
riched and individuals drawn closer to 
Christ and his church. 

Person Centered 

The fellowships should be person 
centered. The primary interest is not 
the program but the p eople for whom 
the program is built. The leader must 
constantly seek to help each person 
know that he has a place in the group 
· · . that he is w anted ... loved . . . and 
understood. 

People's individual differences must 
be recognized if their needs are to be 
met. It is unrealistic to expect all peo
ple to respond to a given activity with 
the same degree of interest and en
t~usi asm. T hey do not share the s~me 
likes a nd dislikes. Therefore, a va riety 
of activities must be planned to appea l 
to the tastes of all. Tastes will vary 
according to age groups. 

Leadership 

Behind every s 11cccssful cndcn~o r is 
a. key person - a person who ded~catcs 
himself to a given task to make it go. 
TJ~ i ~ prin ciple opcrn lcs in socinl recre
a tio n just as it docs in all other areas o f 
life. 
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Choose a person with a dedication to 
Christ, a love for people, a sense of 
responsibility and ability in leadership. 

Along with the key person, it is al
ways good to use a planning committee 
for fellowships. Get the people who 
make up the planning commi ttee to
gether and let them help decide: 

I . Where to have the followship 
2. What the theme will be 
3. What acti vities to include 
4. What to have for refreshments 
People who have been given a 

chance to help decide can more read
ily be challenged to get busy and help 
do. 

The basic committees wi ll include 
publicity, program, refreshments and 
cleanup. 

The planning committee should re
member that it is often the simple 
thing and not the elaborate that has 
the greatest appeal and lasting value. O 

Excerpts from an article by Cecil M c
Gee which appeared in Ch urch Recre
ation magazine. Copyright by the Sun
day School Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention. All rights reserved. 
Used by permiss ion. 

YOUTH SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

Though summer seems far away, this is 
the time to plan for your summer ac
tivities if you want to serve in a camp 
or church through one of the service 
opportunities in the Conference. 

Students may serve in various ways. 
Camping opportunities include being 
camp director: teache1:: counsd _o_r ; rec
reation, music, creative act1v1t1 es or 
crafts directo r. Other opportunities are 
teaching in or directing a Vacation Bi
ble School. serving as a pastor (preach
ing ) , nss i ~ t a nl pastor . o.r din.:c lL1r of 
youth work , stude~1 t .m1ss1onary on one 
of our home m1ss1on fields. ch urch 
extension pastor, o r serving as 111ini~ 1 c r 

of vis itation. 

Churches and camps should also 
plan now to include an adequate 
amount in their budgets if they plan to 
employ a student next summer. Ap
plications should be mailed to the 
N.A.B. Office in Forest Park by the 
first of February. 

For further information refer to the 
Youth Service Opportunities booklet 
which has been distributed to pastors 
and clerks of pastorless churches. O 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! 
While minds and hearts are atune to 
the birth of Jesus, it might also be a 
good time to get action underway to 
celebrate the birth of the church. Here 
is how you might go about it. 

Make a list of the needs of the 
church. This might include such items 
as books for the library, mimeograph 
machine, typewriter, coat hangers , ea
sels, chairs and tables. Find o ut the 
approximate cost of the various items 
and compile a list consisting of three 
columns. The first column should be 
headed "Needs" ; itemize the various 
articles that are needed. The next col
umn should be headed " Cost"; list the 
approximate cost of each item. The 
third column can be headed "Donor": 
write in the name or names of persons 
accepting each project. T ake the list 
to members, friends a nd groups within 
the church to enlist them as donors. 
Individuals will be able to undertake 
some items; other items will need to 
be taken on by two or more people or 
by one of the o rganizations in the 
c hurch. Be sure to have the approval 
o f the Board of Trustees before you 
begin this project. On the church's 
anniversary or a specially designated 
night. have a bi rthday party at which 
time the g ifts are brought and presented. 
Of course, you would have a birthday 
cake fo r refreshments. O 

~ 
~ 

~ 
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"These are my Dad's peak-eamin,Q 
yenrs nnd he still tosses a q11artcr in rhe 
col/ectio11 plate." 
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GOD'S PRECIOUS GIFT IN SIMPLE 
WRAPPINGS 

by Jeanette Stein, president of the 
W.M.U .. Winnipeg, Man. 

Merry Christmas! Again we ha.ve come 
to the most joyous season of the year. 
This is the time when most people are 
happy. Good wishes a re heard wher
ever we go. We speak even to people 
we don't know and wish them a merry 
Christmas. Everyone is friendly and 
the whole world takes on a happy glow. 

C hristmas is the time of much prep
aration . Plans are made for entertain
ing and visiting. Much baking needs 
to be done and the shelves are stocked 
with all kinds of good things to eat. 
There would be no end to the prepara
tions, except as time runs out. we must 
stop. 

Christmas is a time of giving. More 
gifts are given during the next couple 
of weeks than during all the rest of the 
year combined. These gifts are 
wrapped in fancy paper, tied with a 
pretty bow and placed under the 
Christmas tree for fr iends and relatives. 
It is a season of generosi ty and Jove. 

Many years ago God made prep ara
tions for Christmas. and when the fu ll
ness of time was come he sent his gift 
into the world: the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This gift was not wrapped in fancy 
paper. tied with a pretty bow and 
placed under the Christmas tree. Jn
stead it was wrapped in swaddl in g 
clothes and laid in a manger. Yet it 
was a very expensive gift for it. cost 
God his on ly Son. It is a gift that 
never wears out <.: nd never loses its 
va lue. rt is still the same as it was two 
thousand years ago. 

It was God's intention that we should 
~hare his gift with others. This yea r 
the W.M .U. Christmas offering will go 
to Japan so that the people there ma y 
also experience the joy of Christmas. 
Let us be generous in our financial 
support of our mission work in Japan. 
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so that many will have the opportunity 
of receiving this precious Gift. D 

WHAT ARE YOU UP TO TODAY? 

by Mrs. Oryn Meinerts, missionary. 
Bamenda, Cameroon 

"Fi lling data sheets about man-power," 
replied Edith Schroeder, as I asked 
her tha t question. "and completing im
migration forms. " "I a lso finished 
proof-reading some stencils for the 
1973 Women's Manual," she added. 
Soon pi le after pi le of paper wi ll come 
through the mimeograph machine and 
get assembled to make a 76 page 
booklet of woman's lessons. 

Patricia M einerts taking care of a newly 
born baby at one of tlte maternity cen
ters in Cameroon . 

"What are you doing. Nancy," J 
asked. ·-rm just going down to the of
fice to see Edith for a minute," Nan
cy Folkerts replied. What had she 
heen doing? She taugh t David l st 
grade, worked on Rest H ouse end-of
the-month accounting, arranged hous
ing for guests of Campus C rusade Lay 

Institute, addressed "We The Baptist 
Women" and wrote another ci rcular 
letter for Bamenda Field's 100 
churches, made plans for a 3-H Girls 
Guides t raining course, prepared a de
votional talk for the join t Prcsbyterian
Baptist Women's Weekend, and made 
a new recipe of ice cream because her 
cook can't read and anything new she 
does herself. She also bad all of u s in 
for coffee in the morning! 

May Schroeder, our newest Bamen
da woman, was kn itting a lovely baby 
sweater for her grandchild when I 
stopped to ask what she was doing. 
"Running up and down from the house 
supervising the painting," she laugh
ingly responded to my question. T he 
house where they will live is being 
painted so they are in the Rest House. 
So far today, she has made five trips 
down to the house to check on mixing 
of colors and where they are to go. 
She also did her housework some 
measuring, cutting and pinn,ing of 
drapes and wi ll soon need to start 
peel ing vegetables for supper. Th is 
evening wi ll probably consist of some 
letter wri ting while listening to re
co_rded music, a lesson in Pidgin En
glish, devotions and bed by IO: 30 p.m. 

Sussana Ngum. our Executive Sec
retary's wife , is the onl y Cameroonian 
woman living in th is a rea of the mis
sion compound. She was hanging out 
her wash this afternnon when I went 
to visi t her. They have h ad a fa mi ly 
of four - a pastor on tra nsfer - Jiv
ing with them for a few days. The 
guests left this morning in the midst 
of heavy rain and Sussana was busy 
getting the house back in order. She 
also plans to sew buttons on the firs t 
sweater she has ever made. Sue Krier 
and ~fay Schroeder gave her a few in
structions - a nd her six th child, 
Grace. wil_I soon be sport ing a lovely 
sweater With cable stitch sleeves! 

As for me, I spent the morni ng typing 
and assembling H OW TO lesson ma
teri al on fin ances, teaching. elect ions and 
sewmg fo r a women's workshop to be 
~el?_in every field soon. This afternoon. 

visited my neighbors mentioned above, 
read a bit, and took some pictures to 
show to our 3-H girls. 

Re.ading, writing and raising children; 
workmg with cooks, clerks, painters. 
teachers and friends; giving time to 
each one so they will know we reall y 
care fo_r ~hem ; trying to listen with both 
ears: giving time to God as well; trying 
to listen to him wi th both ears and 
heart - that · h . . is w at has been go111g on 
111 the Worn • w 
t
. en s orld of Bamenda Sta-
1on today. 0 
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MAY WE PLEASE COME 
AND VISIT YOU? 

hy M rs . Douglas (Sharon) Woyke. mis
sionary to Tsu, Japan 

The telephone rings. "H ello. We are 
students a nd for our summer project we 
would like to visit the home of a for
eigner. May we please come and visit 
you?" 

So a nother contact is made just be
cause we are foreigners. These four 

Students visiting wirlt rit e Woy kes 

girls (pictured) were interested in how 
we lived, what onr house was like. if 
we liked Japanese food and also why 
we came to Japan. The fact that peo
ple have left their home country and 
families often makes it easier for these 
young people to understand that Jesus 
left h is F ather in heaven to live on 
earth because he loved men and came to 
save them from their s ins. 

Most of our work here in Tsu is be
ing done among the students. T his is 
the group that seems to be the most 
open to new ideas because many have 
broken with the old traditions and are 
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now looking for a new goal for their 
lives. 

Our daughter Joyce (pictured at her 
first birthday party) has really found 
her way into the hearts of the Japanese 
people. They love children, and her 
blue eyes and light. curly hair are con
versation openers wherever we go. We 
are thankful for these opportunities to 
speak with people but every once in a 
while it would be nice to go unnoticed 
as we walk down the street. 

P lease pray for us as we continue to 
adjust to the fact that we are "the dif
ferent ones" in this Land of the Rising 
sun. O 

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS 

by Mrs. W esley Kahler, West Side Bap
tist Church. Fargo N.D . 

MARY was told by God (Luke 1 :26-
32) that she was to be the mother of 
the Messiah. Hers was the one heart 
in all the world to whose love, au
thority and strength G od was willing 
to ent rust his only begotten Son. D o 
we regard our salvation as precious as 
Mary did her Son Jesus? We, too, know 
the Son. if we truly believe in him! 

JOSEPH was "a just man" (Matt. 
1:19), "a good man", who chose to 
break his engagement (be fore his 
dream ) to Mary quietly. T rue good
ness is always unconscious of itself! 
Does our sense of justice include con
sideration of another's emotional well
being? 

The SHEPHERDS who did the 
humble work of caring for sheep. were 
the first to hear the announcement 
(Luke 2: 8. 9). They were looking for 

the consolation of Israel. G od still 
speaks to those who hunger and thi rst 
for him! 

The ST AR is the symbol of guid
ance; it remains sure and constant 
(Matt. 2: 2). There is in the heart of 
every man something that makes h im 
10ng for direction. 

PEACE on earth (Luke 2 : 14) 
among men with whom he is well 
pleased - those who put him first in 
all things. There will never be peace 
unless there are men with whom he is 
well pleased! 

GLORY ( Luke 2: 14 ), " the glory 
of God" is often impossible to put 
into words. G lory is someth ing we 
must feel and this feel ing is rooted in 
worthiness. God is worthy of wor
ship! 

THE WISE MEN. If we follow 
the example of the wise men, we will 
not worship gold for the things it can 
buy. We shall give it to the K ing for 
his service. The wise men traveled to 
find a God for the purpose of wor
ship. They came to do reverence! 
They p repared for worship by bringing 
their gifts! 

JESUS is salvation. He gives him
self (Acts 4 : 12 ) as a light to the Gen
tiles (Isa. 49: 6 ) . H ave you received 
Jesus himself and allowed the l ight to 
illum ine the way for others at this 
Christmas season? 

ANGELS (Luke 2 :13). a multi
tude. a considerable number. They 
could not contain their joy! The glor i
ous truth which the angels revealed 
deepened in force and beauty as the 
child grew "and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld his glory. the glory as of 
the only begotten of the F ather full of 
grace and truth " (John 1: 14) . O 

WMU in Action 
Extra Dollars for Missions 

by Mrs. Bemard Frit z/.:.(', W . M. So
ciety at the Bethany Baptist Ch11rch , 
Portland, Ore. 

God's Word teaches that we are to 
" Bring ye all the tithes into the store
house . . . " and to g ive " ... as God 
hath prospered ." T he Women's M is
sionary Society of the Bethany Bap
tist Church in Portlar.d . Or .. believes 
this is what God's Word teaches con
cerning giving. H owever. we wanted 

to do someth ing more for m1ss1ons, 
above our tithes and offerings. As 
we looked around our homes. we saw 
many things that we weren't using. 
but that would be useful to others. 
G arage sales are very popular in this 
area. so we decided to sell our "extra" 
th ings as well as have a bazaar and 
bake sale and give this money for mis
sions. One of our ladies offered the 
use of their large storage building for 
this sale. We took in over $360.00. 
and th is entire amount will QO for mis
sions. T his is just one other-way to do 
more for the cause of C hr ist. D 
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by Jo-A nn Godec Potter 

The Fight Against Disobilit~ 

The double ring, double wheel chair 
wedding couple, Jim and Jo-Ann Potter 

I have multiple sclerosis, an insidious, debilitating disease 
that strikes you ng a~ul ts between twenty and forty-five, 
the c:eam of the nation's young work force and parents. 
M~ is an uninherited disease of the nervous system 
which slowly, or sometimes suddenly, destroys portions 
of the nervous system in the spinal cord causina inter-

. b 

ru pt1ons of mess.ages from the brain to various parts of 
the bo_dy_ much like a short ci rcuit in an electrical system. 
The v1ct1m nev~r knows when fu nction of the legs, arms, 
eyes, ears, maJOr organs, etc. will be affected. After 
ten years MS has finally forced me into a wheelchair. 

My husband. J im, is a paraplegic as the resul t of a 
broken neck sustained in an automobi le accident in 
I 96~. At the ?eginning of a very promising career as a 
p~ys1~al education ~eacher and coach, his accident placed 
him . m , a wheelchair f~r the remainder of his life. But 
he d1dn t let that stop him. In a wheelchair he went back 
to college and obtained a Master's degree in Recreation 
Thera~y from the University of Illinois . He is now full
t 1~e director of recreation activities at Schwab Rehab ili
ta twn Hospital in Chicago. 

Even though we are both disabled, we fou nd when we 
first met that those disabilities gave us an extraordinary 
empathy with one another that created a bond of friend
ship. then love. and finally total commitment to one an
other. We are able to tolerate one another's limitations 
wit h an understandi ng that the able-bodied are incap
able of. So we were married in a double-ri ng. double-
wheclchair ceremony on Ju ne 26. 197 1. ~ 

The task of being married is, at best, difficu lt even for 
normal people. I am certain that when anyone sees a 
young couple. both in wheelchairs. wearing matching 
wedding bands. the first reaction is one ; f s urpri se~ 

Mn . Jo-A 1111 Polfer li ve.I' in Fore.1·1 Park, Ill. She and her h11.1·

hand a/lend 1he Forest Park Baplist Church. 
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shock, disbelief an_d qu~stions. How can such a couple 
even perform their daily routine tasks - tasks which 
most able-bo~ied persons perform qui te simply? I t isn't 
easy. Th~ difficult we do immediately; the impossible 
takes a little longer. But when two people Jove each 
ot_her and accept one another's faults, physical or other
wise, and ha~e the assurance of help from God in what
ever they might attempt, it isn' t quite so difficult. 
. We do what we have to, allow for our physical limita

tions, and somehow it all works out. Jn J im's spare time 
he goes to the local laundromat, shops for groceries and 
:uns most other . necessary ~rra nds. I tire very quickly 
and so must restnct my physical activities. But I do keep 
house . by myself, sort and put away the laundry and 
g~ocen~s . T~1e jobs are shared as much as possible. 
Jim d~· 1 ves his car with hand controls and gets himself 
and his fi_f ty-pound wheelchair in and out with case. 

0 
Ou r leisure hou rs ~r~ spent mostly indoors, playing 

"'~mes and ~ther non-tm ng activit ies. We keep in touch 
~1 t.h everything from poli tics to sports by means of te le
v1 s1~~ and newspapers. There is constant d iscussion on 
~~r pr.oblems and exploration of ways lo improve 
~ 1111gs. J im_ sp~nds a lot of extra li me work in o with var-
JOus organ1za11ons for the disabled t · 0 

. h' . ' , rymg to remove 
arc itectura l barriers improve public . l t. d erall k ' 1 c a ions an gen-

y ma c surroundings better fo r the disabled I am 
constantly working at · · k . some piece of needlework and also 

eep m touch by letter with scores of f .· cl cl f ·1 II 11en s an am-
1.y a _ov_er the country. We both live vcr full bus 
lives w1th111 our limitations, of course. y , y 

But how are we able to cl th. ? T . . . o 1s. he key to success 
m any marriage mvolves a mult itude of thi ngs· love 
tolerance. respect - · d. · · ' mgre ients which arc more read ily 
found ~hen one mu st search harder for them. That may 
sound li ke a rather obvious, naive statemen t but some 
couples automaticall y expect those attr·b t , t · l l . ' 1 u es o come 
w111 t ie weddmg ceremony Take !hos . c1· dd l I · ' e mgre 1ents a 
11e ove ? f G?d , and one has the recipe for what ~akes 
the ma rried li fe of Mr and Mrs 1 p · I · · ames otter a very 
spec1a one. The main ingredient, the secret of ou r 
ex istence, is the love of God which helps us to take li fe 
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"one day at a time," sometimes one minute at a time. 
No tragedy in life is easy to accept. Jim awoke from a 

coma and a loss of memory of some weeks to be told 
that he would never walk again . He lay in bed for 
weeks wondering why it happened, wondering what he 
w?uld ~o with t l~e rest of h_is li fe. 1 t was a very sudden, 
fnghtcmng cxpenence for him, but beino bedridden gave 
him time to face his Lord and decide 

0

to make his~ ex
perience work for him. not against him. 

In my case, the diagnosis of MS came at a most in
opportune time also. I was married to another man 
who found .lt ._imp_~ss ib le to accept an invalid wife. I 
also was _the 1~1other of a clea r little boy barely one year 
old. Unlike J 1m I had had several years to get used to 
the idea that I will be ill for the rest of my life and that 
I will slowly lose the use of most of my limbs, as well as 
the function of many of the body's important organs. So 
fa~ my legs, balance and c?orclination, are severely im
paired. But fortunately I still have my hearing, my cye
~ight. _an~ , obviously , the use of my hands, as - I am typ
ing this right now. However, a long sought-after career as 
a pianist and music teacher is forever to be forgotten. 
The first marr iage was destroyed, and now I am \~ithout 
my son who is mentally gifted and must, for his welfare, 
live with his father in California in order for his educa
ti on to progress at the ra te it should. Slowly becoming 
incapacita ted is harder to accept, I believe. 

Jim and 1 have both lost much, but in the process we 
have gained much. Some good comes out of every trag
edy. Bu t firs t one must accept whatever occurs a1;d 
learn to put the pieces of his life back together. The 
key word is "coping." For some. like me. the tragedies 
of life arc so traumatic and seem to happen so often that 
we wonder if we can survive. mentally and emotionally. 
T his is where the necessity of something, or someone. 
to lean on becomes a necessity. 

The Christian fi nds his faith tried sorely and often. 
but if the faith in God is strong enough , it can help over
come any tragedy or disappointment,. no matter how 
much it hurts. Tn Hebrews we are told that " the Lord 
disciplines those whom he loves" ( Hebrews 12: 6. New 
English Bible). In I Corinthians 10: 13 we read, "So 
far you have faced no trial beyond what man can bear. 
God keeps faith. and he will not al low you to be t?stecl 
above your powers. but when the test comes . he will al 

the same time provide a way out. by enabling you to 
sustain it" (New English Bihle). 
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Unlike my husband, I fi nd that my faith is more easily 
tried and less comforting than is his. Despite the knowl
edge in my heart that God is the only way, that fa ith 
and trust in him is necessary for a full life , I fi nd it 
hard not to ask "why" each time something happens to 
set me back. I feel like a fighter who gets knocked 
down every time he gets up. J im's fa ith has a very sim
ple basis : One must continually thank God for what he 
does for us rather than curse him for what he does to us. 
God does not cause automobile accidents or disease. 
God gives each person who loves him the promise that 
he wi ll never leave us nor forsake us. In the low times 
when depression comes and there seems to be no hope 
left, I realize that I am really very fortunate to be able 
to do God's wi ll in far better ways than I was ever able 
to before. 

Ji m and I find that our pu rpose in life now is not 
at all what we had planned. God has placed us in a 
very unique position. Any one of the traumatic things 
that have happened to us in the past could very well 
have destroyed us if we did not have God to look to for 
help and comfort. Now we have an ever deeper love for 
God and concern for people. We are able to express 
that concern in an unusual way. People with problems 
seem to be drawn to us, and we have a great opportuni ty 
to witness. Every time we arc seen together in public 
we are a witness. Our smiles. our laughter. our "coping·• 
seem to be of help to anyone who sees us. People can 
forget thei r own troubles, or at least minimize them. if 
they sec someone they bcl icve to be worse off than they 
are. 

But we arc not worse off. We simply have a different 
lifestyle from most. T he daily business of living becomes 
a real challenge which we meet as best we can. There 
arc so many big difficulties in our lives that we arc often 
unable to cope wi th the small things. but God helps us 
with these. 

J im's profession provides him dai ly opportuni ties to 
help disabled people to adjust. And he is a living ex
ample that it can be clone with dignity. My ways of 
helping arc not quite so obvious or abundant. but l do 
get my chance when a smile can help or a phone call 
to someone who is il l o r lonely. Even appearing at 
church when the weather keeps many people from want
in!! 10 be there is a witness. These thi ngs may seem small . 
bt.~·i they add up rather quickly into a bountiful. over
flowino feeling of love for God and other people and 
give 1.7s a gr~a t deal of encouragement. And perhaps 
others benefit. too. Love begets love ; concern begets 
concern. 

Never wou ld we presume to present ourselves as ex
amples of perfect Christian li ving. We ca nnot accept 
all distress and clinicult ics without some torment. We 
simply try 10 live each clay as it comes and do the best 
we can with our li mitations - with God's help. when we 
have the good sense to ask for that help. l think I can 
say for both my husband and myself that the disabilities 
which have beset us arc a blessing in disguise because 
they have brought us closer lo God and given us a new 
and better way to work for /1i111 . And our disabilities 
have given LI S each other. n 
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Confirm Christmas 
Among the distant descendants 
Of kings and shepherds 
Before we send Christmas back 
Because we can't get it to work. 
0 God, what have we done 
If we have to justify why 
We still keep Christmas? 
Why must we make such excuses as 
We have always done it or 
We do it for the ch ildren? 
Send us searching through 
Our attics and our trash 
Lest in our blindness 
And bad judgme nt 
We left our treasure there, 
Unopened. 

Amen 

This Christmas· prayer was toke n from 
UNTIL YOU BLESS ME, by David Redding. 
Merry Chr is tmas? 
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OFFENSIVE? 
If that's your reaction to this drawing you're not alone. 

Many people react negatively at first. But upon reflection 
their thinking is apt to change. 

One lady summed it up well when, after a moment of serious 
thought she said: "At first it struck me as being sacrilegious, 
but then I realized that the thing it's talking about - that is, 
our inappropriate observance of Christ's birthday - is the real 
sacrilege, and worse yet, I'm part of it." 

How many North American Christians can truthfully deny 
being a part of it? What is the real focus of all our feverish 
activity during this season? Is it Christ? The Messiah? Our 
Saviour? The Saviour of the world? 

One test an individual might use is to look at how he spends 
his money at Christmas time. The amount of his special gifts 
to Christian causes, weighed against what he spends for othe r 
gifts, plus de corations, drink, food, travel, etc. , etc., etc. might 
be revealing. Ever stop to think about it? 

MERRY CHRISTMAS? 

BAPTIST HERALD 

l 
by Deborah Killip 

Dear God 
help me to have Christmas 
in my heart every day 
so that I may give gifts 
of summer dandelions 
or winter pine boughs 
and know joy 

Help me to see 
a snowflake 
or a grain of sand, 
a blade of grass 
or a turning leaf 
that I may know beauty 

Help me to hear 
silence and church bel ls, 
laughter and music 
that I may know 
the sound of Your voice 

He lp me to feel 
someone else's smile or tear 
that I might know 
understanding 

Help me to learn 
about different people 
and religions, 
different customs 
and lands 
that I may know 
the width 
of Your kingdom 

He lp me to receive 
Your gift of love . 

December 1972 19 



GOD'S VOLUNTEERS 

Team 1 deeply involved in practicing 
their musical numbers 

COL. 4:3 

v 

MOTTO FOR 1 972 - 7 3 

THAT WE 
MAY KNOW 
CHRIST AND MAKE 
HIM KNOWN 
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Lef t to right .1·tading: 
R enee Hoffer , Sandra Walker, Gordon 
Ba11sla11gh , John Neufeld, R ay H arsch , 
Ray Lick, Jim Schneider, Trudy Splet
zer. Edith Schroeder 

Seated: 
Carol Walker , Janis DeBoer, Marilyn 
Black. Agnes Lit/in 

Team 2 has the same ambitions 
as Team 1: To be at their be.~t 
to the Lord's glory. 

Both tea111s in "real" action: Door-to-door eva11ge
lis111 for the Greenfield Baptist Church 

PREPARED TO SERVE 
As ou r weeks of tra ining have come to an end, we would like to share with 

you a few of the highlights. 
I t has been a privilege to have trained on the North American Baptist -Col

lege campus, South-Edmonton, A lberta. We appreciate the willingness of the 
professors who equ ipped us for our evangelistic task . Our special thanks go to 
Professors Mulle r, Scha lm, Waitkus, and to the Reverends Da rling and Ron 
Berg. T he R everends Bruce Rich and Daniel Fuchs from Forest P ark were a lso 
here to sha re with us. It was also our privilege to get aquaintcd with the four 
guest directors for this year : The Reverends Ron Mayforth , Ro n Berg, Die ter 
G oh! and Oliver Bender . Music practice played a majo r role in the training 
program. Bob Walthers, a N.A.B.C. s tudent and houseparent, gave of his time 
and talent in this area. Bob had had much experience in help ing various other 
musical groups on the campus. 

During the weeks of training we were able to minister to several churches : 
Wiesentha l, Rabbit Hill , T emple and First a t Leduc, Greenfield , McKernan, 
Spruce Grove, and Capilano Baptis t Churches. 

Th~ough our door to door evangelism we have a lready experienced the joy 
of seemg ten people come to the Lord . 

We have been called into G od's service , but without your prayer support we 
can do nothi ng. P lease continue to pray for us . 

Janis D eBoer and Trudy Spletzer 
Reporters (Teams 1 and 2) 

~~~~~ ~ 

BAPTIST H ERALD 

lrvight 
into 
Chriltian 
Edu(\ation 

KEY 73 
CALLING OUR 
CONTINENT 
TO CHRIST 
by Donald Richter 

This evangelistic effort, called Key 73. 
is a combined eITort by more than one 
hundred C hristi an groups and organi
za tions which is to be carried out dur
ing 1973. Some may ask. "How come 
a name such as Key 73?" Because the 
first meeting of the concerned leaders 
took place in 1967 near the Francis 
Scott K ey bridge and because it was 
felt there needed to be at least six 
years of preparation to mobi lize plans 
and people - hence Key 73. 

At the beginning it was felt that 
any effort w ithout involved lay people 
would not succeed well. It is already 
too often the case that out of frust ra
tion an d impatience religious leaders 
often p lunge ahead in p lans wi thout 
people aroused to the opportunities of 
evangelism. Dr. Victor Nelson of the 
~i ll y Graham organization ment ioned 
in the initial meetings that the people 

The Rev. D onald Richter is assistant 
r:eneral secretary and director of adult 
ministry of the North A 111erica11 Bap

tist General Co11/ere11ce. 

D ecember 1972 

in the local churches have not given 
up on God; they a re disgusted with 
slipshod plann ing which fai ls to con
sider their views and interests. It was 
felt that six years may be enough 
time to encourage Christians to share 
their hopes and to be aroused to an 
evangel istic thrust. 

The K ey to K ey 7 3 

The most vital aspect of the enti re 
design is to encourage the average 
C hristian to participate at the congre
gational and community level. This 
average Christian will need to be in
formed and challenged to commit him
self to what witness the local church 
can do. 

Using as an overall theme : Calling 
Our Co11 ti11e11t to Christ, the program 
of Key 73 is organized into seven parts. 

I . Call ing Our Community to 
Christ, including our F all 1972 
Sunday School Contest, which 
int roduces the tone and images 
of Key 73 . 

2. Call ing Our Community to Re
pentance and P rayer, including 
Noon Prayer Call . Faith-in-Ac
tion TV special (Jan . 6). Launch 
Sunday (Jan . 7) and the Week 
of P rayer (Jan. 7-14). 

3. Call ing Our Commu ni ty to the 
Word of God, including Bible 
distribution. use of media in 
sharing the Bible and the Group 
Bible Study on Gett ing Read y to 
Celebrate the Resurrecti on. all 
from January through Easter. 

4. Calling Our Community to the 
Resurrection. including a com
munity survey and wi tness cen
sus, intensive personal witnessing 
and call ing programs and an 
Easter TV special. 

5. Calling Our Communi ty to New 
Life. including witness th rough 

art, music and drama during the 
summer at places where people 
gather. Our Japan Drama Group 
will tour our denomination dur
ing this time. 

6. Calling Our Community to Proc
lamation, including a youth wit
ness program in June and July, a 
witness at local fairs and festi
vals in the summer of 1973, and 
preaching and witnessing on 
media and in the open air when
ever the opportunity is available. 

7. Call ing Our Commun ity to Com
mitment, including an initiative 
to reclaim Ch ristmas as a Chris
tian holiday, a TV special in re
view of the year and local cele
brations of what God has done 
through our witness and action. 

Note: Our denominational leadership 
has used the opt ion to change conti
nent to co1111111111ity in order to assist 
the local church member in seeing the 
evangelistic thrust in local terms. 

The Res /lit of R enewal 

Christ ians have been aroused by use 
of small groups. massive rallies and 
local church leadership to do some
thing for our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
seems only logical that after this stress 
on renewal and evidences of it in many 
places there needs to be a release of 
spi ri lllal energy in the fo rm of effective 
witness. 

Local Planning 

Let each church under the leader
ship of the pastor and interested lay 
people use the resources already avail
able to capi talize on the momentum 
of Key 73. A bas ic book to have is 
Key 7 3 Conwegational R esource 
Book. ($3.00) available from Key 73. 
418 Olive Street. St. Louis. Mo. 
63 102. It contains a superabundance 
of ideas and sources of material. Ev
ery local church must have its own 
copy if it in an y way wishes to partic
ip:1te and gain fro m the bu ildinn en-
thusiasm. - "' 

The Depart ments of Evangelism 
and Christi an Education wi ll als; pub
lish material to assist the local church 
and its leaders. such as the 1972 Fall 
Sunday School Contest and Week of 
Prayer material which are alreadv 
published . Watch for addition al mat~
rial and a rticles in the Baptist Herald. 
Watch for material for the Easter sea
son - Getting Ready to Celebra te the 
Resurrection . for Family Month. for 
summer programs and for the Fall 
1973 Sunday School contest . O 
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N.A.B. l-lappeninq In Centurq II. WICl-llTA 
A closer look at the 111eeting place of the 37th Triennial Conference of North A111erican Baptist General Conference churches. 

by Delmar L. W esseler 

A special event for North American Baptists which oc
curs only once in every three years is about to happen! 
Our 37th Triennial Conference is scheduled to assemble 
on August 14-19 in Wichita, Kansas, in the beautiful 
futuristically designed Century II complex, which is one 
of the nation's greatest homes for conventions and trade 
shows. Century II provides most excellent accommoda
tions for groups wanting to come to the clear non-polluted 
skies of Wichita. 

The complete Conference center, Century II , is located 
in the heart of downtown Wichita, and is surrounded by 
excellent stores, restaurants, hotels and motels. It is to
tally air conditioned and in every way meets the needs 
of small discussion groups as well as crowds of thousands 
of people. It is equipped with permanent. equa lized 
sound system. The circular auditorium design is beauti
ful and functional with large walkways and entrances 
making an easy flow of traffic possible. The Promenade 
runs the entire circumference of the building. fnside it 
provides balconies and walkways - ou tside, a terrace for 
a stroll and a view of the fountains o r a view of the river. 

The Concert Hall area is the meeting site where our 
sessions will be held. Here the total sound of perfor
mances, musicians and speakers reaches the entire audi
ence through a unique and effective acoustical design. 
The 2.200 continental seats provide luxurious comfort . 

Thirteen meeting rooms will accommodate specific needs 
ranging from board meetings and discussion rooms to 
Roger Williams Book Store. Exhibits from all facets of 
our North American Baptist General Conference interests 

Mr. Delmar W esseler is the chairman of the Local Arrange
ments Committee for the 1973 Triennial Conference of 
North American Baptist General Conference churches. H e 
is a member of the First Baptist Church, Lorraine, Kansas. 
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With 100,000 square feet of exhibit space, Century // is a 
beautiful facility which includes: Concert Hall, Theater, Con-
1•e11tion Hall, Exhibition Hall and numerous meeting rooms. 
D11ri111: intenni.uions and after the sessions North A 11wrican 
Baptist.1· ca11 relax on the beautifully designed terraces on the 
hank1 of the A rkan.ws River close by. 

will be easily accessible and conveniently located on the 
Terrazzo Exhibit floor. We expect the Conference par
ticipants to make use of the opportuni ty of spending 
many hours in visit ing and viewi ng these areas and in 
having fellowship there . Concession rooms in the im
mediate area are open for your convenience. 

Exhibition H all , where several events, including our 
Conference Banquet, will take place, houses a 36 rank 
New York Paramount Theater Organ. The beautiful 
promenade level will effectively help us to host several 
other events including the all-Conference Missions cele
bration. The versat ile Convention Hall seats over 5500. 
Immediately across the st reet is our Headquarte rs Hotel, 
Holiday Inn. This high-rise 27 sto ry building offers the 
beautiful Riviera R oom for you r relaxing comfort a nd 
also several meeting rooms and lovely dining areas. The 
Kiva area surrounding the Ho tel is fascinating with its 
plantings, pools and intriguing shops and res tauran ts. 

An integral part of this Civic and Cultu ral Complex 
is the Wichita City L ibrary. It offers a g reat number of 
volumes, an informal Chi ldren 's L ibrary, music and art 
rooms, auditorium and numerous reading and study 
areas. 

Another convenience of the area is on-site parking for 
750 cars, a nother 3,000 parking spaces within 4 blocks 
and also 1300 first class hotel rooms within fou r blocks. 

Please join the many N.A.8. members who are com
ing to Wichita for the most centra lly located Triennial 
Conference ever hosted. Plan to g reet old friend s and 
meet new friends in these genial surroundings during 
Conference days. Here, a t the end of the day, you ca n 
relax, stroll peacefully in the park area and along the 
grassy slopes of the river bank which faces Century IT, 
and watch a famous Kansas sunset with its blazing colors 
painted by the Supreme Artisl. O 

BAPTIST HERALD 
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\~11, 
TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
Lodging 
Accommodations 

Room Rates (Note) 
Single Double Twin 

c "' 0 c 
0 ~ ~ "C ;:; "C ;:; "' "C w 

"C " "' <> <> 
"' Q .0 a. .0 a. .0 a. 0 

u - - - N N N 

HOLIDAY INN PLAZA HP 

19.75 12 1. 75 
(Conference Hdq trs. Hotel) 

250 W. Douglas 16.75 
BROADVIEW HOTEL* Bl-I 

IOI N. Waco 8.75 12.00 15.00 
CANTERBURY INN Cl 

5700 W. Kellogg 14.50 17.50 19.50 
DIAMOND MOTOR INN DI 

I 12.00 6815 \V. Kellogg 12.00 
1-11\VAY INN HI 

3900 \V. Kell ogg IO.OD 14.00 15.00 
HOLIDAY INN-EAST HE 

741 I £. Kellogg I 3. 75 15. 75 17 .75 
HOLIDAY INN-MIDTOWN HM 

I 000 N. Broadway 14. 75 I 7.75 20.75 
RAMADA INN RA 13.00- 16.00- 18.00-

8300 E. Kellogg J 5.00 I 17.00 20.00 
REGAL INN RE 

I 25 N. Market I I 15.50 I 18.50 19.50 
TOWN HOUSE MOTOR 

TH I 61 2 S. Broadway 1 13.QQ 16.00 18.50 

E 
~ 8 

Q c 
u e c 

"' 0 
c C) 

"''-w <') 

.~ 2 =a ~ w x C,) 

tJJ"'"' Cl u ::r: 

Across 
3.00 street 

Across 
2.50 street 

4 1/z 
3.00 miles 

5 
6.00 miles 

3 
3.00 miles 

5 
2.00 miles 

I 
3.00 mile 

6 
3.00 miles 

3 
3.00 blocks 

8 
3.00 blocks 

NOTE: All hotels and motels have restaurants and swimm ing 
pools except the Diamond Inn which has a pool only . All have 
air conditioning and free parking. Children under 12 free in same 
facility wi th parents. Plus sales tax @ 3%. 
* Rates subject to change. 

Single Studen t Lodging: ( 15-25 years of age). (Youth activities 
will be cen tered around F riends University Dorm Area.) 
FRIENDS UN IVERSITY (FU): Dormitory (no t air conditioned) : 
Double rooms: 53.75 per person including breakfast and bus 
transportation lo Conference Hall. 
TRA ILER CAM PS: No reservations. 

KOA Kampground of America: 914 miles west on U.S. Highway 
54. Rates (daily): S3 .00 per vehicle ( 2 persons); 25 cent s per ad
ditional person: 25 cents with electricity ; 50 cen ts vehicles with 
a ir conditioning. 
CAM P SITES AT LAKES ( approximutely 20 miles from Wichita) : 
Lake Afton: No camping fee; Lake Cheney: Stale lake. annual 
rec 55 .00 per vehicle . 
Nursery and children's activity fees will be S J. 00 per day which 
wi ll indude fees for special activities. trips, etc. There is an addi
tional charge of 50 cents on days when lunch is provided. 
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Registration 
& Lodging 
Instructions 
I. Full in formation on hotels, dormi tories and trailer camps 

is given on the previous page. Please select your fi rst 
and second choice. Fill out lodging reserva tion fo rm, 
stating your preference of accommodation, us ing code 
letters and price. If members of a fa mily wish separate 
accommodation, please fill out separate " Lodging Re
servation Form." 

2. A careful com pletion of registration form is essential. 

3. 

4. 

Registrat ion fee: S4.00 fo r single; $6.00 for couple; 
$8 .50 for family . Single day fee $2.00 per perso n. (Pay
able in U.S. fu nds.) 

No hotel reservations ca n be made unt il registration 
fee has been rece ived. Every person attending the Con
ference should register. 

Conference meal events are optional. Select your choice. 
Add to tal cost of registration and meals. Enclose pay
ment with your reg istration and lodging application . 
Make checks payable lo North American Ba pt isl General 
Conference in U.S. funds . 

Refund in case of cancellation will be made up to 
August 7, 1973. 

Mail reservation, registration and payment to the chair
man of the Registration and Lodging Committee: 

Mr. Eldred D. Prothro 
Box 1458 
Witchita, Kansas 67201 

Respective hotels will send confirmation and may re
quest deposit. 

Registration packets will be available in the Century 11 
Lobby after 1 :00 p.m. on August 14. 

BA PT IST HERA l. lJ 
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 

OTT A WA ONT., CHURCH 
DECEMBER 1972 
The newest North American Baptist Church Extension proj
ect in Ontario , Canada, is located on the south side of Ot
tawa. Two things distinguish this work from the outset. It 
is our first North American Baptist Church in Canada's capi
tal. and the easternmost North American Baptist Chu rch in 
Canada. 

There had been talk for several years of starting a church 
extension project in Ottawa because some North American 
Baptist members live there. On December 7, 197 1, the 
Eastern Association Mission and Church Extension Commit
tee met and appointed the Rev. Loren Weber and Leslie 
Kauffeld t of Arnprior, and Mr. M. I. Kuehl of Killaloe to 
act as a committee to explore the feasibility of start ing a 
North American Baptist church. The committee contacted 
North American Baptist members living in Ottawa, and a 
meeting was set for February 10, to which the Rev. Rubin 
Kern. our area secretary, was invited. Bes ides the committee 
members there were nine other interested people present. 

Monthly meetings were held , and in May, in response to a 
meeti ng of interested people in Ottawa with the Rev .. L yle 
Wacker, church extension director. the Rev. Rubin Kern 
and the Rev. Walter Damrau, Eastern Association Church 
Extension Committee chairman. it was decided to officia lly 
begin a church in Ottawa. Jn June a call was extended to 
the Rev. Loren Weber of Arnprior to become the pas tor. 
Rev. Weber moved to Ottawa Nov. I. 1972, and the first 
Sunday services were held on November 5. 

Jesus said to the church in Philadelphia, " I have set be
fore thee an open door. and no man can shut it" (Rev. 3 : 8 ). 
God has set before us an open door in Ottawa. The number 
of interested families has g rown . The prospect list is get
ting longer. Ottawa is a growing city with a present popula
tion of 405.500. We are presently holding services in the 
Manorda le Public School which is located in a relatively new 
residential area. and will soon be sur rounded by two new 
housing developments which will house approximately I 1,000 
people. There is onl y one other church presently planning 
to locate in the area . 

Our basic program at the present time is Sunday school 
a nd Sunday morning worship which are held in the public 
school. Sunday evening fe llowship and Bible Study in homes. 
and midweek prayer meeting and visitation. We hope to 
canvass the enti re a rea surrounding the Manordale public 
school within a couple of months of our launching date. 
We a lso hope tha t we will soon be ab le to start midweek 
c hild ren's ac ti vit ies to reach the child ren of the commu nity. 
These th ings take time and we a re merely a sappling t hat 
has sprung forth and just begun to grow and branch out. 
We need therefo re yo ur prayer support a nd t he finan cial aid 
of all Church Extension bui lders. D 

The Rev. Loren Weber is the pastor o f the Church Extension 
project in Ottawa, Ont., Canada. 
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EXTENSION PROJECT 

Top: Pastor and Mrs. Loren Weber (I/Id family . Center: Some 
of the people interested i11 the Ottawa Church Extension 
project . Bottom: M anord{/le Puhlic School, where S1111day 
1110minu services (I re being held. 
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b~ BC.Schreiber 
For Your 
Christmas Reading 
The Real Christmas. By Pat Boone, 
Old Tappan, N.J. Fleming H. Revell 
Co. $2.95. 

This is an up-dated version of a book 
Pat Boone wrote about 12 years ago. 
It is not only easy reading, it is joyful 
reading. Many illustrations and expe
riences come from rea l life. Some sto
r ies are new. some old. some emotional 
- but who wants an emotionless 
Christmas. Concerning Christmas sym
bols a nd myths, Pat bel ieves that we 
should not Jose the trimming and gai
ety which they bring. It is more a m at
te r of putt ing away our belief in 
symbols themselves a nd finding out 
What the symbol s stand for. 0 

The Story of the Christmas Guest. 
By H elen Steiner Rice , Old T appan, 
N.J . F leming H . Revell Co. Sl.95. 

Mrs. Rice retells an o ld , old story of 
Conrad the Cobbler in poetry form. 
Both the "introduction" and "post
script" arc also wri tten in poetry. giv
in g a delightful bonus to the reader. 
Children and adults will love it. 0 

Bless This House . By Anita Bryan t, 
Old T appan. N J . Fleming H . Revell 
Co. $4.95. 

Although Christmas is not a priority 
theme in this book, it would sti ll make 
an ideal Christmas gift . 

Anita Bryant and her husband ~re 
quite frank in reveali ng their fam ily 
li fe and how it is growing more Christ
like year by year. They are hone~t 
enough to Jet you see thei r faults , their 
disagreements, their misunderstandings 
in order to show how God. through 
Prayer, c an really " Bless This H ouse:" 

Joys and sorrows are a part of their 
family life, along with in teresting a~d 
amusing experiences. As man an~ >~ 1fe 
Anita and Jim try to follow Bi blical 
Pri nciples which would not be accept
a ble to the modern clay women's li b -
but then who cares. when they are 
having such a good time with C hrist as 
the head of their house. D 

Where Are You Going, Jesus? By R. 
Eugene Sterner, Anderson. Ind .. War
ner P ress . $2.50 (paper) · 

Oecember 1972 

In answer to a recent book, A re Y 011 
R111111 i11g With M e, Jes11s? the author be
lieved his title is not only more real istic 
but more biblical. Jesus said , "Follow 
me," not "I'll run along with you." 

His chapters emphasize the present 
ethical problems that include even the 
cred it card with the "play now - pay 
later" temptations; honesty in the use 
of expense accounts; prejudice and the 
destruction of normal relationsh ips: 
the disgrace o f race and man y more. 

Dr. Sterner does not let us hang on 
a note of despai r. Signs of spiritual 
awakening are evident in the devout 
prayer groups. new biblical scholarship 
and the idealism of many youth . But 
the ultimate question is. "H ow well 
do we know Christ?" To believe and to 
obey are of primary importance. D 

One Divine Moment. By Robert E. 
Coleman, edito r, Old Tappan, N .J . 
Fleming H. Revell Co. $ 1.95 (paper) . 

In the early history of higher edu
cation revivals have taken place at 
some of our most outstand ing colleges : 
Pri nceton, Yale, Dartmouth, Rutgers. 
Oberlin and others. Tn 1950 a spon
taneous and prolonged revival was re
ported at Wheaton. During the I 970's 
revivals spread over some cam puses 
like a fire. 

The unusual reviva l in Asbury Col
lege in Kentucky is described by stu
dents and professors in One Dii·i11c 

• "An idea l book ... the late•t a nd 
be•t about the family." Warren 
Wiersbe, 0 .0 ., Pa•tor, Moody 
Church 

• "Communica tes to both lay and 
professionals. I heartily e ndorse 
and recommend it." David 
Busby, M.O. Psychiatrist 

• "Guidance to better support of 
family life." Poul Papenoe, 
Sc. 0., Founder, American 
ln•titule of Family 
Relations. 

12 chapters 

Excellent 
for adult c lass 

144 pp $1.95 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 

Moment. T here is no ind ication of a 
charismatic movement or of glossola
lia. It is best described in the words 
of one s tudent: ' 'Most of those who 
witnessed to personal renewal have 
!.?One on with the Lord. T he best is yet 
to come. For me the greatest thing 
lies not in the fervency of that week , 
b~1t in the unfold ing of God's plan in 
our lives now and in the years ahead 

Our hearts are burdened with 
com passion . . . We a re moved to 
proclaim the love of G od." 0 

Survival on the Campus. By Willi am 
Proctor, Fleming H . Revell Company, 
New Jersey. pp. 157. $3.95 

Dyr.amic li fe situations are dealt 
with as effectively in this book as you 
can expect to find them when put on 
paper. Mr. P roctor draws on many 
interviews and his own experience to 
portray situations on campus that pose 
potential threat to a students' fai th . 

H e poin ts out that the Christian stu
dents' strategy for survival on the sec
ula r campus exists on two levels. I ) 
" . . . he must study the deta ils of his 
Christ-o rientated world view and learn 
to defend it against the inevitable 
questioning of th-ose who believe dif
ferentl y. 2) . . . the Christi an student 
must develop an offensive strategy so 
that h is C hri sti an world view can be 
applied to helping people other than 
himself." D 

HIS 
INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE 
1515 E.ast66th Street 

Minneapolis. Minnesota. 55423 
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ASHLEY, N .D. on Sunday even ing. 
Aug. 21, 27 candidates followed the 
Lord Jesus Christ in baptism in the 
Ashley Baptist Church. Seven of these 
were adults, two of whom were a 
husband and wife. The Rev. Etan 
Pelzer is the pasto r of the church. 
Preceding the service, we had the 
privilege of hearing a message by Dr. 
Gideon K. Zimmerman, executive sec
retary. Special music was brought by 
the choi r. (Mrs. Carl Fischer, re
porter. ) 

LEDUC, ALT A. The First Baptist 
Church held its Promotion Sunday on 
Aug. 27, 1972, one mon th earlier 
than previous years. The many classes 
were promoted and recognition of 
highest attendance was given. The 
Scripture Memory Class which was 
headed by Mrs. Elsie Miller and Mrs. 
Erna Ohlm2n had a group of 1 7 pupils 
who were also awarded their pins. 

On Sept. 3, 1972, it was our delight 
to welcome our new pastor and family. 
the R ev. and Mrs. Herbert Bushkow
sky and their child ren. After the 
morning installation service, the mes
sage was brought by the new pastor. 
An afternoon service was held durino 
which the different branches of th~ 
church brought special greetings and 
words of welcome. (Mrs. Loretta Mil
ler. reporter.) 

KELOWNA, B.C. The Trinity Baptist 
C~urch hosted the first Pacific Fam il y 
Bible Conference which was held at 
<?reen .Bay Baptist Camp. In conjunc
tion with this. the Ladies Missionary 
Guild held a luncheon for the women 
attending the Conference. The lun
cheon .. wa~ served aboard the "Fintry 
Queen and the guests came from Cali
fornia , Washington, Oregon, as well as 
from Briti~h Columbia and elsewhe re. 

The ladies were welcomed by Mrs. 
Elsie Hait. president of the T rin ity 
Guild. Mrs. Ruth Hemmerling of Van
couver. president of the B.C. Associa
t ion. responded on beha lf of the guests. 
The devotiona l was given hy Mrs. 
Verna Gan~trom of Salem. Oregon. 
Mrs. Els ie Rogalski. An aheim. Cali 
fornia. offered the table grace. Mrs. 
Mcra leen Kern. guest speaker. spoke of 
her life as mi ~s i onary wife in Japan. 
<Magdalene Spletzer. reporter. ) 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. The farewell 
fo r the Rev. Mi lto n Zeeb of the Pilgrim 
Bapt ist Church oITered messages from 
the va rious o rganization5. d ignita ries of 
the chu rch and a representati ve from 
our mother church. the Fleischmann 
Memorial C hu rch. Both the Sanctuary 
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Choir and the Male Chorus rendered 
favorites of our pastor. Probably for 
Pastor Zeeb the highlight of the eve
ning was given by Mr. Thomas Oeste. 
a deacon. He related "Gems of Wis
dom" he had gleaned from the pastor's 
sermons. First. we must have a per
sona l God: second, we must possess a n 
inner s tre ngth; th ird , do our feet reall y 
walk the way our lips talk: and four th. 
all records are indelible. Both Mrs. 
Zeeb and the pastor responded. He 
left us with the thought that since we 
are a ll ministers of the Lo rd , we should 
be in constan t prayer for one another. 
Truly Pilgrim's loss is the denomina
tion's gain. ( Mrs. Willi am Esenwein. 
reporter.) 

ANAHEIM, CALIF. The Rev. and 
Mrs. E rnie Rogalski a nd fami ly were 
honored at a fa rewell reception at the 
Betha! Baptist Church. Aug. 20. Pas
tor Jim Green gave a message from 
John: "There was a man sent from 
God to be a witness ... .' ' A social 
hour a nd program with church mod
erator, H erbert Stabber!, fo llowed. 
Rev. H enry Hirsch , former inte rim 
pastor, gave a brief tribute to P astor 
Rogalski. ack nowledging the pleasant. 
inspiring and happy memories for both 
pas tor and church during his ministry 
in Anaheim. P astor Rogalski ex
pressed appreciation for havi ng been 
cal led to minister at Be tha! and for 
the many h <:ppy memories of new 
friendships and opportunit ies for ser
vice. He will be associated with the 
Rev. Kenneth Fischer in their new 
work together at the Temple Baptis t 
Church in Lodi. Calif. (Mrs. Walter 
Gooden, reporter.) 

HERREID, S.D . "Jesus Christ the 
Same. Yesterday. Today and Forever" 
was the theme of the 75th a nniver
sary observed by the Herreid Baptist 
Ch urch o n Aug. 19-20. 1972 (pic
tured). Rev. A. J. Fischer. Fredonia. 
N.D . was master o f ceremon ies fo r the 
anniversa ry banquet held on Saturday 
even ing. Dr. G. K . Zimmerman 
brought the message, " What Does the 
Lord Require of You?" 

On Sunda y. Rev. E. S. F enske. a 
former pastor of the church. spoke 
during. the Sunday school hour. Mrs. 
Fenske spoke to the chi ld ren. Ch il
dren from the Junior Department pre
sented musical selections. Rev. Alfred 
We isser was the guest speaker for the 
worship 'ervice. He is also a former 
pastor of the churc h. A special an
ni versary choir sa ng two selections : 
"G od's House" a nd ''I Wi ll Bui ld M y 
Church." 

The main anniversary service was 
held on Sunday afternoon . Letters of 
greeting and congratulations were read 
from pastors and fo rmer members 
who could not attend. D r. Zimmer
man brought the challenging anniver
sary message, "Visions. Values, Valor.'' 

The closing service was held on Sun
day evening. Rev. A. J. Fi scher, a son 
of the church, brought the message. A 
men's chorus provided special music. 
A pictorial church di rectory was 
printed for this occasion. There was a 
photo d isplay of special events and 
members of the church over the p ast 
75 years. Many former members and 
friends from far and near came to 
help us commemorate this special oc
casion . 

The Herreid Bapt ist Church was or
ganized in 1897. The fi rst pastor was 
Rev. Louis Wiesle. Twelve ministers 
served the church during its 75 years 
of existence. Rev. Edward A. Kopf 
is the present pastor; the membership 
is 255. (Mrs. Walter Schaffer, re
porter.) 

ASHLEY, N .D. A twenty-four hour 
prayer chain was formed by members 
of the Ashley Baptist Church on Sat
urday, Aug. 19. Every 15 minutes 
someone took a speci fic time period 
for praying. 

On Sept. 24, the hand of fellowship 
was extended to 33 new members. 27 
of whom were baptized on Aug. 20 
and six were received by letter. 

~n Oct. 3, the Women's Missionary 
Society had their annual bi rthday pro
gram. Their theme was "Walking with 
Jesus." Mrs. Reuben Grueneich, pas
tor's wife of the Linton Baptist Church, 
was the guest speaker. Sixteen women 
from her church also attended. O ther 
gu.ests were the T abitha Society and 
fnends of the church. About 11 O 
women were in attendance. A pro
gram o f read ings a nd spec ial musical 
numbers was given. 

On Oct. 5 , The Men's Brotherhood 
had the ir annua l F ather-Son Banquet. 
About 175 men and boys were present. 
The guest speaker was Harold Michel
son of Bismarck. N . D .. a state leader 
in the field of educat ion for 35 yea rs. 

On Oct. 10. the Tabitha Society host
ed a Missionary Tea. Missionary. Mrs. 
Lenora Freitag of the Cameroons. was 
the guest speaker. Ladies from Eureka 
and Lehr took part in the program. 
About 150 women were present in
clud ing guests from Ventur ia. Fredonia. 
Leola and Herreid churc hes. (Mrs. 
Carl F ischer. reporter.) 
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CRYSTAL SPRINGS, N .D. More 
than 180 ladies registered for the 
Women's Retreat at Crystal Springs 
Camp. Sept. 15-1 6. M rs. Albert Red
dig of Cathay, N.D ., was the modera
tor. Mrs. H arold Lang, missionary to 
Cameroon, was the guest speaker. She 
a lso showed slides of the work being 
done. 

Discussion groups were held with 
leaders. Mrs. Gordon H usinga and 
Mrs. Roger Kennedy. Topics were 
centered on "Seeki ng Christ" and 
"Shari ng Christ." A panel also d is
cussed the theme. " l iving Christ." 
( Mrs. Edwin W alter. reporter. ) 

PAUL, IDAHO. T he F irst Baptist 
Church had three new commitments 
for baptism in September. They we~e 
extended the right hand of fellowship 
fo llowing the Communion service. 

We regret to report that Pastor and 
M rs. Rauser retired on Oct. 1, but they 
wi ll continue to serve through evange
listic work. The church had a farewell 
recept ion for Pastor and Mrs. R auser. 

O ur new pastor, The Rev. and Mr~. 
Barnet and daughter Jeanie, began their 
ministry on Nov. 1. ( Lavone Tuck
ness, reporter. ) 

DRUMHELLER, ALTA. On Sunday 
Aug. 27 , 1972, the Zio~ ~aptist 
Church held a baptismal service m the 
Parkdale Baptist Church of Drumheller. 
There were eight candidates. On Sun
da y, Sept. 3, the hand of the fellowship 
was extended to five o f the ei ght. The 
new members a re Bruce Llewellyn. 
Dawn and Joan Bertsch. Lloyd Ziegler 
and Terry Gieck. 

Another highlight of our church has 
been the returning home of Rev. and 
M rs. Art F rei tag who have been serv
ing as short term missionaries in Ca m
eroon. Africa. A welcome home se r
vice was held on Sept. 3. Afte r a sl~ort 
program Rev. and Mrs. Art Freitag 
spoke on their missionary work and ex
periences. (Mrs. Q uinton Bertsch. 
reporter.) 

COLUMBUS NEB. The final ses
sions of the ' Nebraska Associat ion co.n
vened at the Shell Creek Bapt ist 
Church, Sept. 15- 17. The theme wa_~ 
" A T ime for C hr istian Confidence . 
The keynote address. " A Confidence 
Buil t on God's Word.'' was del ivered 
by Rev. Carl Weisser. Satu rday morn
ing was devoted to a workshop hy ".rrs. 
An nette Lane for G ospel Li ght Puhlic'.i
tions. and an address. "Confidenc~ 1i~ 
C h11rch Extension... by Rev. Y 
W f . Rev Har-ackc r. Saturday a te1 noon · H' ll-
o lcl Lang presented the work pf 1 
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crest School in Jos, Nigeria, wi th slides 
from the school in the evening. The 
youth met with Rev. Milton Zeeb. 
south central area secretary. who 
spoke on "Confidence as it Relates to 
Young People." Rev. Wacker brought 
the message "Confidence in Church 
Renewal" on Sunday morning. At the 
afternoon missionary rally Rev. Lang 
brought the message. "Confidence in 
Missions." 

The princ ipal item of business con
cerned the future role of the Nebraska 
Association in view of the re-naming 
of the Southwestern Conference to the 
Southwestern Associat ion, of which 
Nebraska is a part. A state fellowshi p 
will be organized. with a comm ittee 
appointed to work out the detai ls . 
( Rut h Effa. reporter. ) 

GLADWIN, MICH. On Sunday. Sept. 
17. 1972. the Round Lake Bapt ist 
Church had our church supported mis
sionaries, D r. and Mrs. Norman H aupt 
and daughters as guests for the day. 
During the Sunday school hour Cheryl. 
An ita and K ristin told abou t their 
schooling. M rs. H aupt about home life 
and D r. Haupt about his work as an 
educator. D r. Haupt also brought the 
morning and evening messages. ( M rs. 
J can K leiss. reporter.) 

DALLAS, TEX. The Sunday school 
presented the Promotion D ay playlct en
titled , "The Right Directions To Get To 
Heaven," on Aug. 27, written by M rs. 
Herman E. Balka. The P rimary and 
Junior Departments used the multi
media method of telling the way of sal
vation. At the close of the program 
promotion certificates were presented to 
those who were advancing to new de
partments. Mrs. Balka is the Primary 
Sunday school superintendent and M rs. 
Dwi ght Brown is Junior Sunday school 
superintendent. ( Melvin L. Warkent in. 
reporter. ) 

PHILADELPHIA, 
Baptist Church 
David H. Wick 

PA. The Pilgrim 
installed the Rev. 
( pictured ) on Sept. 

J 

24, 1972. Mr. Edwin M arklein spoke 
on behalf of the denominat ion. He also 
extended greetings from the Rev. M il
ton Vv. Zeeb, our former pastor. A 
letter was read from the Rev. G. K. 
Zimmerman. the executive sec retary. 
Mr. Carl F eurig welcomed h im on 
behalf of the church. M rs. Negley 
greeted Mrs. Wick on. behalf of the 
women. 

Pastor Wick responded with the 
thought taken from Acts 4 :23-32. 
"The Walls W ill Shake" if we witness. 
pray. praise, show concern and love. 
then allowing the H oly Spirit to work 
in us. 

The choir sang the anthems, "The 
Heavens Are Telling" and "M arvelous 
Are Thy Works" under the leadership 
of Mr. C. Fred Hofmaier. director. 

Sunday evening we have our annual 
Homecoming Supper. 

The cl imax at the evening service 
was the organ and p iano selections ren
dered by Mr. Arnold Richter. He also 
accompanied his father. who was the 
soloist. Mr. Duncan Stearns was the 
harpist. ( M rs. W ill iam Esenwei n. re
porter. ) 

CAXIAS DO SUL, BRAZIL . On Sept. 
23. representatives from three church
es and one congregation met at the 
F irst Bapt ist Chu~ch- of Caxias do Sul. 
Rio G rande do Sul. Brazil. T hese dele
ga tes voted unanimously to organize 
the N ortheast Association of Baptist 
C hurches in the state of Rio Grande 
do Sul. ( ATBA E ) The newly elect
ed d irector (pictured), will be led by 

its president . missionary Herman Effa. 
For your missionar ies. the organizing 
of the association is a dream come 
true. Si nce the begi nnings of our mis
sion in Brazil. our hopes and ideals 
were to have an association of Baptist 
churches in the area of our concen
trated cffon. even though our mission
aries arc active in the Baptist work of 
the ent ire state. The newly organized 
associat ion consists of three chu rchc~ 
and one congregation representing four 
cities: Cald as do Sul. Farroupilha. 
Bento Goncalves and Vacar ia. \\'ith a 
total of 1-D bapt ized hclie\·c rs. ( Her
man Effa. reporter.) 
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DALLAS, TEX. Sunday, Sept. I 0, a 
surprise party and pounding was given 
by North Highlands Baptist Church to 
M r. and Mrs. Dwight Brown and family 
(pictured), who served as interim p as-

tor until the arrival of our newly called 
pastor, Rev. Melvin L. Warkentin , · on 
Aug. 27. Mr. Brown is sti ll a student at 
Dallas Theological Seminary, and serv
ing as Youth Minister of our church. 
He will be graduating from the Semi
nary in May and will be looking for a 
pastorate. The service of instal lation 
for the Rev. Melvin L. Warkentin as 
pastor was held Sunday, Oct. I . Jn 
our morning worship service. commit
ment of the minister and the congrega
tion was officiated by the Rev. Milton 
Zeeb, south-central area secretary. In 
the afternoon, welcome and greeti ngs 
were given by various organizations. 
Pastor and Mrs. Warkentin have two 
children, Steve and Rita. 

Pictured wi th Pastor Warkentin and 
Rev. Zeeb is the Pulpi t Committee: 
Daryl Tyree , William Sehnert and Sid 
Morrison. 

During Explo '72 people were housed 
in our homes and parsonage. It turned 
out to be an international week for us 
with guests and speakers from Brazil, 
Rev. and Mrs. Dick Rabenhorst: 
Cameroon. Rev. Sam uel Ngum and 
Rev. Bill Keple; Japan. Mr. Yukio 
Fuj i. and Forest Pa rk office, D r. R. J . 
Kerstan . I Mrs. Wi llie Mai Balk a. re
porter.) . 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MINN . The Spirit 
of God is moving and working in our 
church in many ways. This has been 
the testi mony of many who found 
Christ and joined the church. It has 
also bridged the genera tion gap. Some 
time ago, th ree families of the younger 
generation arranged a progressive sup
per for our Senior Cit izens Group. 
more than forty of them. T here was a 
wonderful time of fellowship in the 
three homes that hosted the older peo
ple. Food was tastefu lly prepared and 
arranged, and the songs of Zion were 
sung both in German and English. 

In these days of tremendous em
phasis on youth let us not forget those 
who have borne the heat and the bur
den of the day and are now out of the 
main stream of li fe and work. (H . 
Palfenier, reporter.) 

CALGARY, ALTA . Evangelistic meet
ings were held in the Temple Bap
tis t Church with the Rev. and Mrs. 
Willms from Saskatoon, Sask. The 
spirit of love and forgiveness toward 
fellow members became evident es-

pecially when personal testimon ies 
were expressed far into the night. The 
young people have caught the spirit of 
witnessing by going into the neighbor
hood, jails and skidrows. Two bap
tismal services were already held . (One 
is pictured.) The Rev. Franz Schm idt 
is the pastor of the church. (Helen 
Klippe, reporter.) 

ONAMIA, M INN . The M innesota 
Association of Bapti st Men held thei r 
13th Annual Fall Retreat at the ALC 
Camp at Onamia, Minn. It was the 
largest group ever wi th 78 men regis
tered. Doctor Robert G uelich of 
Bethel Seminary presented a se ries of 
messages on the Holy Spirit. We were 
also blessed to hear from Rev. Jake 
Leverette and some of his laymen from 
our new extension church in Apple Val
ley, Minn . An offering of more than 
$600.00 was received to put our group 
over the top for our year's project of 
$600.00 for car expenses for Apple 
Valley and $500.00 for the Semi nary 
Scholarsh ip Fund. (John A. F irtko, 
reporter.) 

BISMARCK, N.D. "G etting to Know 
You," was the theme of the Christian 
Education banquet h eld in the Bis
marck Baptist Church on Sept. 12. 
Alvin H aas was Master of Ceremonies. 
The fi lm, "Crossing Poin t," was shown 
and a devotional on the theme was 
given by Pastor Ron Norman. H e also 
presented a number in song including 
a musical reading from a portion in 
the Scriptures. 

In closing, each person was given a 
book of matches and asked to create 
an object lesson with it in wh atever 
wa~ th~y wished. Several very inter
esting ideas were shared after which 
the lights were turned out and each 
person lit one match as an act of 
~edicat!on in prayer and self-examina
~1on with regard to serving the Lord 
m the coming year. (Mrs. Arnold 
Franke, reporter.) 

CHANCELLOR, S.D. A n 80th anni
versary observance was held Oct. 1, 
1972, by the First Baptist Church . 
The Rev. Clarence Walth, area sec re
tary, was guest speaker. About 350 
members and friends from the South 
Dakota Association of NAB churches 
and neighboring churches were present 
for the afternoon reminisci ng service. 
S~veral of the oldest members shared 
with us their memories of the early 
church history. 

F _irst Baptist of Chancellor was or-
ganized with 35 charter members July 
/ 5• 1892. The original bui ldings were 
oca ted northeast of Chancellor unti l 

.1923 when the facilities were moved 
lllto town. Several remodeling pro
grams were carried out over the years 
as the congregation grew. The church 
c~rrentl y has 225 members and serves 
~ ou~ 100 fam ilies. The Rev. Dr. C. 
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eecamp has been pastor since 
· (Roger Harms, reporter.) 

~A CROSSE, _W_IS. T he Minnesota-La 
rosse Association met at the Bible 

.~apt1.st .Church Sept. 8-9. The theme, 
C hristi an Family Relationship." was 

developed · . . m panels and d1scuss1on 
~Sroups. The morn ing di scussion on 

tru t · c unng the Church Program to 
meet the Need f T d ·1· .. s o o ay's F am1 1es 
was tel.e~ised and had a great out reach. 
L Participat ing guests were Rev H arold 

?ng, Miss Anita Pankratz M.rs Bea-
tnce Pan kratz, and R , Cl~rence 
Walth. ev. 

F 
The youth activities were held on 

nday even· d 
S 

mg an at the banquet on 
aturday e · , venmg, when Rev. Lang 

spoke on the subject "God Needs You ." 
The t · · M. ;stimony and musica l t alent of 

iss ankratz left a challenge to the 
Loung people as well (Mrs. Peggy 

everette. reporter. ) 

BAPTIST HERALD 

@ 1 dJP111otia111 
MRS. ELIZABETH AN WEILER, 82. of Terrace, 
B.C., died Sept. 17 , 1972. She was born in Ro· 
mania Sept. 29, 1 ~89 . In 19U2 she emigrated 
wi1h her parents to Canada. She accepted Chri>I 
as her Savior in childhood and was baptized in 
her later lilc. alter moving lo T errace, U.C. in 
1962. In 1907 >he was married 10 Rudolph 
Anweilcr. She is survived by 1wo daughter>: Mrs. 
Emma Gebhart, f\ l rs. f\tinnic Mitchell: four sons : 
John, Ernie, Rudolph, Harold. 24 i:randchildren, 
34 grcat-grandchil<lrcn , o ne ~btcr, and live broth
e r s. The Rev. C. Zimbelman was thi.: otliciatini; 
minbtcr at the funeral service. 

MRS. BERTHA FORSTER nee Lach. 79. of 
Vancou\'er, B.C.. died on Sept. 16. 1972. She was 
born on Sept. 15. 1 ~93 . in Poland. At the age of 
10 she accepted Chri>t as her Savior and was 
bapliletl. The following year >he emigrated to 
Canada with her parents. ln 1914 she was 
united in marriage to Henry Aebig. Aller the 
<.leat h of her husban <.I she married Rowland Fors· 
tcr. At the t ime o f her death ~he was a member 
of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Vancouver. 
Sur"iving her arc two daughters: Mrs. Ruby 
Schroeder and Mrs. Ruth Schroeder; one >ICpson, 
s ix grandchildren , t hree brothers a nd one sis ter. 
The Rev. Bruno Voss. pasto r o f the Emmanuel 
Baptbt Church in Morris, ~t an .. was t he olliciat · 
ing m inister at the fu neral service. 

/\IRS. \VILHELMINA HIL LER. 88. of South 
Edmonton. Alta .. c.Jiec.J on Sept 22. 1972. She was 
born in Poland on Sept. 20, 1884. Al age ;even 
she emigrated 10 Cana<.la wilh her parcnl>. In 
her youJh she accepted Chri>I as her Savior. was 
baptiled and became a member of the Rabhil 
Hill Baptbl Church. She was married 10 Fred· 
crick Hiller in 1903. Surviving her arc her wid· 
owcr: s ix daughter~ : tv1 r~ . Alice Ke rn. f\lrs. Frieda 
Hiller, Mrs. Sally Lehman. Mrs. Irene Benke. Mrs. 
Sadie Shalin and Mrs. Bernice Schalin: 1wo >or1' : 
Harold and Alfred. Dr. E. P. Wahl was the of· 
ficiat ing minister a t the fune ral service. 

ALFRED KERN. 72. of Leduc. Alla .. died on 
Aug. "2. 1972. He """ born on Feb. JO. 1900. 
In hb youth he accepted C h rist, was baptilcd 
and became a m e mber of the Fir~ t Bapt ist 
Chu rch of Le d uc. At t he t ime of h is death he 
wa-; a membe r of the T emple Bapt bt Chu rch . 
I-le \\'as united in marriage to Alice H unter in 
1930. Survi vin g h im arc his widow: two sons : 
Rev. Eugene a n d Stan: one daughter, mission· 
ary Eunice; six grandchildren. three brothers and 
lwo 'hler>. The Rev. Lloyd L. Krie;cr was 1hc 
o fficia ting mirfr., tc r ; it 1hc fune ra l service. 

ALBERT J. LANG. 75. of 1\linneapolis. Minn .. 
died on Aug. 16. 1972. I-l e w;1> born in De1roi1. 
Mich. on Jan. Ill. 1897. In 1919 he was uni1e<.I 
in marriage 10 Hedwig Laskllwski. 1\lr. Lang was 
a fait h fu l mcrr1bcr of Faith Baptist Church in 
Minneapolis for more than 60 years. H e ~en•ed 
a s a deacon for 27 years. t a ught Sunday school 
for many years and held ,cveral ot her ofliccs. 
Surviving him arc >ons Albert W. and Re\'. 
Donald G. and daughter Jcannclle. 12 grand· 
chi ldren: two brothers and 1hree sisters. The 
Rev. Allan Stroh~chcin was the ollkiating m inis· 
ter al the funera l ~ervice. 

BENJAMIN LANG E. 40, nf Winnipeg. 1\lan .. 
died accidentally on Oct. 3. 1972. He was horn 
on Aug. 30. 1932. in Poland. ln 1948 he emi
grated 10 Canada wi1h his parents. He wa< con· 
vcr1cd lhe 'ame year. bap1i1ed. and became ;1 
member of lite McDennol Ave. Bap1is1 Church. 
He wa< united in marria)!c tn f\ lartha Ra1fclder. 
Su rviving him arc his widow: four sons: Harry. 
Robert. Ronald and Herbert: his parcm>. two 
hrothcr'i and two sisters. The Rev. \Valtcr Stein 
wa, lhc oniciating m inister at the funeral ser· 
vice. 

JOHN MILLER. 77. of Winnircg. Man .. died 
on Sept. 21. 1972. He was horn in Poland on 
Sept. 4. 1885. In 1919 he was married 10 Bertha 
Pohl. They emigrated to Canada in 1927. In 
\Vinnipcµ he became a 111cmher of the t\lcDl·rmot 
J\vc. Bapt ist Churc h. H e was pres ident a n d 
founder of Miller and Son<. Hardware. Ltd. Sur· 
vivi n i; h im arc hi" widow: t wo son s: Jack and 
Ephraim: 1wo daughle" : f\ I". 1\lari:are1 McClarty 
and M<'. Mild red Sieck: fourteen grandchildren. 
one bro l her and one ~ i "tcr . The Rev. \Valtcr Stein 
wa' the o llici :ll ing mi nbtc r a l the funer<1l !\Crvicc. 

MRS. MARTH/\ QUASCllNICK QUENZER. 
72. nf Lodi . Calif.. died. She wa< h11rn nn July 
l4 .. 190 1. in 1\ rla,. S.O. She received Chrisl as her 
Savior at age 2 1. wa.., h a p1i 1c:d and hccri1rn .. · n 
n.1cmbcr of 1hc 1 lcncid Bap1i\1 Church. Al 1hc 
111nc of her dca1h ~he wa~ a member of 1h~ Fir,1 
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Baptist Church in Lodi. In 1924 >he was united 
in marriage to John Quenzer. Surviving her a rc 
two brothers and one sister. The Rev. Willis 
Po t rat z was the oniciat ing minbter at t he funeral 
service. 

RICHA RD SCHRENK, 69, of Venturia, N.D., 
died on Sept. 15. 1972. He was born in Ven· 
1uria in 1903. Al 1he age of 23 he was converted. 
baptized and united with 1hc Venluria Bap1isl 
Church. His firs1 wife died after 19 years of 
marri~ge. He remarried and is sur\'ived by his 
widow. three daughters. three s1cp·children. three 
sbtcrs. one b rother anti 20 gran dchildren. The 
Rev. L. D. Potrall was 1he olliciating minister 
at the funera l service. 

ARTHUR H . SCHULZ SR .. 92. of Peoria, Ill. . 
died on Sept. 10. 1972. He was born in Foster
burg. Ill .. on April 17, 1880. After his conversion 
and baptism he was a membe r of t he North 
Sheridan Road Baptist Church for 72 years. He 
~crvccl as soloist. c hoir d irector. clerk and deacon 
for many years. Sur viving him arc one son. 
Arthur. two grandchildren and one brother. The 
Rev. Edwin Michelson W:\\;j t he o mciating ministe r 
at the fu ne ral se r..,icc. 

CHRIST J. WOLF. 72. of Kulm. N.D. died on 
Serl. to. 1972. during lhc Sunday school hours at 
our church. He was born on March 9. 1901. 
near Fred onia. N. D. He was married to R osie 
Fey in t925. In t917 he became a Christian 
rind joined the Berlin Baptist Church. H e is sur· 
vivcd by his wife. Rosie; two sons: ~tarvin and 
\Vilbert; o ne daughte r . Be rneice Meidin ger ; n ine 
l_!r:lndchildre n . The Rev. Arthur J. Fischer was 
the o lliciating minister at the fu neral ser vice. 

This i"I a corrcccion o f a n obilllary which ap
rcared in 1hc Scrtembcr issue of the BAPTIST 
HERA LD. 
HARRY H. HANHARDT. 77. of Bison. Kan .. 
died June 19. 1972. He was born near Shaffer 
Kan .. July 19. 1895. Harry was united in 111"'· 
ringe to Lydia Gillig Scpl. 5. 1918. In 19 12 he 
acccpJcd Christ. was baptized and united with the 
Baptist church in Bison. where he scn ·ccJ in m any 
capacities. He shall be missed by his widow. 
many relat i\'es and fri ends. Harry was one of 
fourteen c hildre n: nine p receded h im in d eath. 
The Rev. E. R . O~tcr was the ollici:lling. minister at 
the fu ne ral. 

NEWS & VIEWS 

(Co111i1111ed fro111 page 32) 

ment was especially significan t since it 
came "from a community of Chris-

tians who live and work in the H oly 
Land." 

Rabbi Bernards added that the I s
rael Baptist statement "reflects a con
cern which grows out of the dai ly life 
of meeting in the land hallowed by Jew 
and Christian alike." 

In la te August, Southern Baptist mis
sionaries in Israel released the text the 
Baptist Convention in Israel had adopt
ed last May, but had not released 
pending its ratification by Baptist 
churches , institutions and officials. 

Baptists in Israel adopted what some 
consider to be the strongest Baptist 
statement yet on anti-Semitism. 

The resolution deplored the " incom
parable suffering of the Jewish people" 
in history and mode rn times, acknowl
edging that such persecution of Jews 
often took place in so-called "Chris
tian countries." 

The resolution further denounced 
anti-Semitism as "a sin against Christ, 
. .. and a sin against the Jewish people 
. .. and as a denial of the spirit and 
teaching of Jesus." 

Though the resolution p ointed out 
that Baptists have always championed 
those who endure rel igious discrimina
tion, " this is not to excuse m any Bap
tists and other Christians for their s i
lence when six million Jews perished 
in Nazi lands under Hitler. " Baptists in 
the future," the resolution continued, 
"should resolve to accept responsibility 
for the welfare of those who suffer if 
they are to teach and proclaim respon
sibi lity." D 
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NEWS0VIEWS 
RUSSIA CALLS FOR N EW DRIVE 
AGAINST RELIGION 

In a front-page article. the Soviet 
newspaper. ··Pravda," calls for a new 
drive aga inst religion and accuses some 
Communist party members and offi
c ials o f attending religious services. 
This practice must be .. com batted."" it 
declares. 

The article call s fo r a vigorous a t
titude to stamp out all religion. which 
it describes as ' ·one of the tenacio us 
surviva ls of the past'' and an intoler
able obstacle in the path of the a the
istic Marxist society. 

It adds that a m ore militant a tt itude 
toward religion is needed in Russia. 
and tha t atheistic education of young 
people must be increased. 

The article says that every Com
munist must be a militant a theist a nd 
that the party wi ll not tolerate mem
bers a ttending religious services. 

Commentators see in the a rt icle a nd 
its publication an admission that So
viet autho rities are t roubled by the 
continuing vigor of reli gious faith in 
the USSR and the increasing numher 
of officia ls and pa rty members who 
have been attending se rvices. taking 
thei r c hildren to church for baptism 
and generally showing a revived inter
est in religion. D 

LARGE UNDERGROUND CHURCH 
SAID TO BE IN CHINA 

A former missionary for the Baptist 
Missionary Society, Wil li am Upchurch. 
estimates the re may be two million se
cret Christians in China today. ' ·per
~uing their fa ithful witness in an un
obstructive way and belonging to a 
non-institutional underground church."" 

Upchurch·s evaluation of the re li
gious situa tion in Chin a was repo rted 
in the ""Baptist Times:· weekly news
paper published in London. 

The former missionary sa id that no 
formal church o rganizations exist in 
China today. The churche~ remain 
clo\ed. hut the build ings have not been 
de\troyed. 

No one can be sure. he sa id. of the 
exact number of Christians in C hina 
today. but 700.000 Prote~tant C hris
tian~ and a million Cutholics were re
ported before the in\titutional church 
wa~ driven underground. T here also 
<ire \Orne \trong indigenous Chri\ti an 
group\ believed to continue. including 
.t ··Jc\U\ Family"" modeled after the 
communhtic pract ice of New Testament 

C hristians. "Freedom of belief re
mains." Upchurch said , '"bu t freedom 
of propaganda is not allowed. China 
today is determined to be ruthlessly 
and puritanically pat riotic. and Ch ri s
tianity is seen as something western:· 

H e added: '"We know that Christian 
broadcasts to China arc listened to by 
C hi nese Christians." D 

BURUNDI SITUATION CALLED 
" STAGGERING" 

"The proportions of the human 
tragedy which the people of Burundi 
are experiencing are staggering." This 
is the conclusion of a three-man mis
sion sent by the United Nations in late 
J une to investigate Burundi·s humani
ta ri an needs in the wake of the recent 
intertribal massacres that have taken 
tens of thousands of lives in tha t small 
cent ral African country."" reports the 
""Christian Science iVlo nitor:· a d a ily 
newspaper publ ished in the U nited 
States by Christi an Scientis ts. The re
port appeared in its issue of August 3. 
1972. 

The ""Monitor .. says tha t the miss ion 
was told tha t .. 500,000 persons. in
cluding 50,000 widows and tens of 
thousands of orphans, a re experiencing 
great suffe ring a nd are in need of 
humani tarian assistance.'· In addit ion . 
40.000 Burundis have sought refuge 
from the ki ll ings in neighboring coun
tries and are in need of care. 

.. The three UN representatives vis
ited one of the worst hit provinces, in 
southwest Burundi . where they saw 
widespread devastation to schools and 
medical centers. and o ther public build
ings burned down." according to the 
.. Mo nitor." D 

JEWISH ORGANIZATION 
COMMENDS ISRAEL BAPTISTS 
FOR RESOLUTION 

NEW YORK (BP) - A resolu tion 
adopted by the Bapfot Convention o f 
Israe l. denounci ng anti-Semi tism as '·a 
sin against Christ," has drawn praise 
from the Anti-D efam ation League of 
B·nai B"rith. 

The Jewish organiza tion here issued 
a sta tement commending the Baptist 
grou p fo r denouncing the concept of 
"Christian rejectio n of Jews as being 
accu rsed by God and as deserving o f 
~ufTering because Jews cho~e to remain 
loyal to Judaism and their Jewish heri
tage. 

- Rabbi Solomon S. Bernards, directo r 
of 1he B"nai B" rith Anli- Dcfamation 
Leag ue interre ligious cooperati on de
partment. ~a id that the Bapti st state-

(Con1in11ed 011 paRe 31) 

by Paul Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it. 

The other d ay I tried to coun t up all 

the new Bible trans lations that have 

come on the m arket in the last decade. 
The number amazed me. What in
creased my amazement was the fact 

tha t several more are right now in the 

hopper for future publication. 

I have a lways been grateful for the 

hours spent by sincere scholars in the 

production of new Bible translations to 

keep ab reast with the changing ver

nacular of today. And I h ave grate
full y used these transla tio ns for m any 
years. But in the last few months m y 
glee has been flirting with scepticism. 

Are these scholars really so genuine

ly motiva ted by a spirit of devotion in 

the product ion o f a mo re viable trans

lation? If so, why don ·1 we spend 

mo re energy producing t ranslations in 

la nguages where there is no Bible a t 

a ll? And why are the publishing houses 

so exc ited abou t new translations? Is 

it because of their burning desire to see 

mo re lives transformed by the Living 
Word? Or is it because every new 

transla tion brings a new clang to the 
cash registe r? 

How terrible o f me to even enter

ta in such impish thoughts! But con

fession is good for the soul. And I 

confess. I am ra ther suspicious t hat 

ma ny new Bible transla tions are pro
duced fo r the ha rvest - not the harvest 
of souls. but money! D 

The Rev. Paul Siewer1 is 1he pa.Hor 
of 1he Ehe11ezer 8 ap1is1 Church. Va11-
co111·er. 13.C. / 11 this co/11111n Mr. Sie

\\'l'rl analyzes c11rre11t reliRio11s news of 
/ii.1· choice. 

l"IAPTIST HERALD 

• The R ev . Die1er Goh/ is the new 
pastor o f the Hudson Bay P ark Baptist 
Ch urch , Saskatoon, Sask. H e began his 
m inistry in Saskatoon on November 19. 
He previous ly served the Oak Bank 
Baptist Church , Oak Bank, Manitoba. 

• The R ev. Orville H. Me1h took the 
office o f C haplain and Assistant to the 
Administrator of the Baptist H ome, 
Bisma rck , N.D. , effective November 19. 
He previously served the F irst Bapti st 
C hurch, Elgin , Iowa. 

• The R ev. John R eimer is serving the 
Immanuel Bap tist Church, Woodside, 
N.Y .. as in terim pastor. He previously 
was the pastor of the E ast Side Baptist 
Church, C hicago, Il l. 

• The Rev. Kim Redschlag has ac
cepted the call to become the pastor of 
the Greenfield Bapt ist Church, Edmon
to n. Alta., effective Jan. I, 1973. He 
previously served the Temple Bapt ist 
Church. Swan R iver, Manitoba. 

• Mrs. Herbert Hiller, East Detroit , 
Mich. , has been elected Secretary of 
the North American Baptist Women's 
Union. which convened in T oronto. 
Ont. , October 17-19. The NABWU is 
the continental arm of the Women's De
partment of the Baptist World All iance. 

• The Lincoln Village Bap1ist Church, 
Sacra111emo, Calif., suffered an esti
m ated SI 0,000 worth of damage to the 
educational bu ild ing. Arson is sus-
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What's Happening 
peeled. The Rev. Herbert Schauer is 
the pastor of this church. 

• The Rev. Eleon L. Sandau, pastor 
of the Mowata Baptist Church, Branch, 
La., since 1964, presented his resigna
tion to be effective F eb. 1, 1973. He 
will not be available for a call from an
other church for about one year since 
he and his family will be involved in 
studies a t Alexandria, L a., where they 
will be residing. 

• Miss Cleo Enockson, who served 
with G od's Volunteers in 197 1-72, is 
the new Director of H ome Ministries 
of the Forest Park Baptist Church, F or
est Park, Illinois. 

• Miss Marsha W orden is the new D i
rector of Children's M in istry of the 
F irst Baptist Church, L odi , Cal if. She 
began her ministry on Aug. 6, 1972. 

• The Church by the Highway (Ger
mantown ), Cathay, N.D ., which was or
ganized in 1884, disbanded on Sept. 
24, 1972. 

• The R ev. Clyde N. Z imbelman is 
the pastor of the Zion Baptist Church, 
T errace, B.C. He previously served as 
assistant pastor at the Central Baptist 
C hurch , Edmonton, Alberta. 

• The Rev. Donald R ichter, assistant 
general secretar y and director of adult 
m inistry in the Department of Christian 
Education, submitted his resignation. 
effec tive D ec. 31 , 1972. H e will be
come the pasto r of the M cKernan Bap
tist Church, Edmonton, Alta. 

• The M en's D epartment of the Bap
tist World A l/iance is planning a world
wide meeting for men and their wives 
in Je rusalem in November of 1973. A 
special low cost tour is being p lanned 
in cooperation with Wholesale T ours 
International. W atch the future issues 
of the Baptist Herald for furthe r infor
mation. 

• Miss Ida Forsch. m issionary at Bap
tist Teacher T raining College. Great 
Soppo, Cameroon, came home on No
vember 6. to receive medical treatment 
for her heart condit ion. She will be 
staying in Minneapolis. Minn.. where 
Dr. Peter E. F ehr is her medical con
sultant. 

• The R ev. Jim Green ha been called 
to serve the Bethel Ba ptist Church 
A na.heim. Calif .. as full-time pastor. ef~ 
fect1 ve November 5. Tn 1971 he bega 

. ' n 
to serve this church as assistant to the 
pastor and then as interim p astor . 

• Mr. Wes Andrie began h is ministry 
as pastor of the Temple Ba ptist Church 
Jansen, Sask .. on October 1 S. · 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 

CHRISTMAS -

THE SEASON 

OF LIGHT 

When chi ldren ·s eyes glisten at the 
sight of Christmas trees in publ ic 
squares and even more so in front or 
the fam ily tree . few people think of the 
fac t that this pleasa nt Yuletide custom 
is by no means as o ld a~ the Christi an 
faith. Jn the United States of America 
and in Canada it has been known for 
less than a century. and even in Europe 
only for the last few centuries. 

It has now become a genera l habit 
in many count rie~ to put up huge 
Ch ri stmas trees in public squares . rail
road stations and in other cen trally lo
cated places. often accompanied by a 
charity collection for the poor who 
have little or no ex pectation o f a 
Chri stma~ g ift. 

At the turn of the century the mag
nificent if snobbish Christmas dinners 
of the La fayette Hotel in New York 
were famou~ a ll over the world. Every 
twig o f the tree wa~ adorned with nug
gets fr0m the Klondyke gold mine~. and 
20-dollar gold coin~ formed a chain a t 
the ba~c of the tree. One tree at thi ' 
hotel wa~ thought to he the most cx
pen~ivc in the world: it~ ado rnment w<t' 
c\l imated at I 50.000 dollars. 

Yet the re i ~ a country t0day where 
the lonel ic'> t Chri~tmas trees o f the 
1Aorld arc found. wi th no '>mcll or al
mond'>. no g litter. no candle' o n them. 
and no laughter o f children around 
them. No trumpets a rc '>nunded here 
from medieva l church ~ tccplc'> to an-

34 

nounce the birth of the Savior. Ye t all 
the sacredness of the true Chris tmas 
spirit surrounds these lonely trees. 

They arc found in Germany. where 
West Germans put them up along the 
border separating the two parts of Ger
many. On my recent visit to German y 
I traveled a lso th rough East Germany 
and spent a ful l day in East Berlin . As 
I was crossing the border I suddenly 
realized that this border was really n~ 
front ier at a ll but rather an artific ia lly 
created demarcation line guarded by 
mortal weapons in a way unrivaled by 
any true fron tier. 

The Christmas trees tower above 
barbed wi re fences and hidden land
m ines. With hundreds o f ligh ts they 
shin e across the border. across ri vers 
and h ills to the Germans who live on 
the other side. a side which has sup
pressed jubilant Christmas observances 
and whic h looks wi th suspicion o n al l 
old and especially young people whom 
they see attend c hurch services. The 
Wes t Germans the refore send thci r 
salute of solidarity. love and under
standing across the borda and even 
across the Berlin Wal l to their friends 
and relat ives who arc not a llowed to 
rejoice and celebrate, except in the pri
vacy of famil ies. 

But there is an even deeper meaning 
to the bright shining Christmas trees al l 
over the world. During this season of 
lights, Christians direct their thoughts 
to a field near Beth lehem and a group 
of shepherds guarding their sheep. 
There, as the shades of night were 
closing in, suddenly came a blaze of 
glory. A shining angelic messenger 
appeared and a glaring rad iance ill u
min ated the heavens. shedding etherea l 
brightness round about the shepherds. 
So spec tacular and awesome was the 
scene tha t the men were paralyzed with 
fear un til they heard the comforting an
nou ncement by the ange l: " Be not 
afra id: for behold, I bring you good 
news of a grea t joy which will come to 
al l the people: for to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior. who 
is Christ the Lo rd ." 

Jt was a night of wonder: it was a 
night of light. May the 1972 Christmas 
season lead us anew to marve l a t th e 
wonder of God becoming man: a11 d 
may the lights at our Christmas trees 
make us think of the One who came 
into the world as the ··bri ght morn ing 
star" proclaiming. " I am the light o f 
the world: he who fo llows me will no t 
walk in darkness. bu t will have the ligh t 
of life. "' 

A hright and merry Christmas! Rein
ho ld J. Kcr~tan 

letters to the editor 

Dear ed itor: I wish to encourage you 
to publish more artic les such as the Bi
ble studies by D r. Breitkreuz and Dr. 
Brauch. These men will no doubt be 
criti cized by the mo re conservative 
elements of our denomination, but 
the ir scholarship and truly prophet ic 
courage is welcomed by others as a 
healthy breath of fresh air. H arvey 
Hiller, Hinton. Alberta 

CHRISTMAS 
IN BETHLEHEM 

an ideal 
CHRISTMAS VACATION 

for 
Teachers, Sunday School t eachers. 

Bible Readers 

15 days 
$850 from 

Winnipeg 
Dec. 18 - J an. 1 

London, Cairo, 
A thens, Israel 
ancl Rome 

10 days 
$660 from 

W innipeg 
Dec. 23 - Jan. 1 

... / .... (Israel & Rome) 

see the HOLY LAND 
get 1000 ANSWERS 

Yon ha·i;e hearcl ancl rea'.l about 
Palestine since you were a child, now 
yon can see it at /on·est cost e1·er. 

(This is Air Canada ti cke ted, 
not charte r ) 

H. A. BAERG 
Box 977, Winkler, Man. 

RAP rt ST HER ALD 

hv R onald E. Mayforth 

This se rmo n was del ive red al the d edicat ion of the new sanctuary of the Bre n tview Ba p tist Church, Calga ry. Al ta . 

I Pe ter 2: 1- 10; Ma tthew 16 : 16. 18 . 

There once was a humble carpenter from a small town 
of Nazare th who told some frie nds o ne clay that he was 
going to bu ild a chu rch. 
- N~ do ubt there were those who scoffed at th is crafts
ma n, jus t as the re had been those who mocked Noah 
when he began to bu ild h is Ooatablc zoo . .. "'T h is car
penter has ~nly bui lt chai rs ;111d yokes, and now he th inks 
he can build a c hurch. He d oesn' t even have his papers 
from the J e rusalem I nst itutc of Tech nology." 

"Whe re w ill you bu ild your church?'" they jeered. He 
calmly bu t confident ly rep lied. "All over the whole 
world. " 

T hey i<iughcd in a mazement. Much mo re to th~ir 
amazement the carpente r began to do just that - on hill
sides. in dese rt s. in crowded ma rket p i<t ccs. o n beautiful 
seashores. in cemete ries. at weddings. in court rooms and 
upper rooms. in gardens. by a mea ndering ri ve r. in tem
p le and synagogue. on sunse t paths. at dini ng roo m ta
bles. in secre t rooms and large banquets - the carpenter 
began to bui ld his church. 

A s a foundation he c hose one immense. unchangeable, 
unbreakable solid rock . . . H is own divine person -
the una lterable and unmista k;1blc fac t that he was the 
So n of the li ving G od . T o demo nstrate the worth iness o f 
his choice . he ta u gh t like never a ma n had taught, he 
lived a pe rfec tly sin less li fe. he fu lfi lled several h undred 
prophec ies foretold hundreds of yea rs before. he hea led 
the s ick . raised the dead. c ured the demo n-possessed. 
ca lmed the sea a nd forgave si ns . 

C rit ics the n a nd of all seasons have hammered away 
a t the fou ndation ho p ing to shake. c rack a nd c rumble it . 
It s ta nds the sam e today as it d id then . Morcovc~. wher
ever his followe rs go who give witness to who he is . w hat 
he ha s done. and~ what J~e is doing. his church is ex
panded. 

For bea ms he c hose just two - o ne reached up t.o G od 
- the o ther reached o ut to men. He paid top p rice for 
those be ams a nd just a few nails . . . . He gave all he 
had to buy them . He had to dr<1g the m to the bu ild ing 
s ite himse lf. Aga in the cr it ics sneered - " He's fin ished 
now - that cro;sbcam won' t suppo rt a nyth ing .' ' Thou 
sa nds of yea rs la ter th at s imple crossbeam has won c\·e n 
more atte n tion in art. li terature. music. ph ilosophy. pcr
son;li devotion. sacr ifice and adornt ion. It goes on tower
ing over the w recks of time as a unive rsa l c itadel nf for
g iveness nnd love. 

For a foye r he used an em p ty cave with the s tnnc 
vic torious ly ro lled to one s ide. Agai n the cri t ics mocked. 

T!t c Re'\". R onald /:·. M a_i'fort!t is the pastor of the Brelltl'iew 
Baptist l'111rch. Colgan-. A Ito . 

n ecc·111her 1972 

" H e 'll never come out of there alive. T he bu ilder is 
finished." Bu t " Death cou ld not keep him prey, Jesus 
my Saviour. H e rolled the stone away 

Fo r building blocks. he used the strangest and most 
u nlikely assortment of materials. F rom the rubble piles 
of life he picked up his s tones - some smal l, large, c olor
ful. ordinary. st rong, weak, ornate . simple, square, round , 
jagged , smooth - a ll of them had o ne common problem: 
thei r ce nte r was inadequa te . He got r ight to the hear t 
of the problem. cleaned out the o ld a nd inserted a new 
core . He ancho red them to the foundat ion with trust; he 
mortared them to each other wi th the cement of love and 
a common purpose. 

The self-appoin ted inspecto rs said it would never stand 
up. F o r years they have h uffed , and puffed. even H ell's 
best buffe rs and puffe rs , but his building still stands. 
Much to the ir amazeme nt. the s tones seem to get 
stronger, larger a nd m o re beautiful as the years go b y. 
F o r the first t ime in h istory. stones seem to be growing. 
T hey seem to help each other grow . Despite all of the ir 
predic tio ns of gloom a nd doom . more stones a rc add ed 
from every corne r of the ea rth. every yea r. With deeds 
of love. words of life in teach ing . p reaching and wit
nessing. he goes o n bu ilding 2000 years la ter. 

H is c hurch is well lighted and warm. F or in the cen
ter of it. he planted an e ternal na me . the H oly Spirit. 
T his makes it easy to sec truth a nd exper ience love. as 
long as no one tr ies to cover the flame. 

H e needs no choi r or orga n. for the stones seem to cry 
out the ir H osannas . 

All of Hell's angels have tried to s top construction a nd 
have fa iled . The humble carpen ter builds on - H e in
vites you to be one of his stones. set and fastened to the 
Rock. a l ive. gro w ing. Chris t- li ke. m o r tared to like stones 
by love. witness a nd wo rship. 

M o re and more his church becomes 
- a ligh thouse to lost and d r ifting; 
- a hospita l to infected and a ffiictccl souls ; 
- a home for adopted chi ldren; 
- a training hall fo r C hris t ian soldiers : 

- a rehabilita tion center fo r those who need C hrist 
in their lives; 

- a school where everyone is asked to major in the 
will of G od. 

. H e in v ites you to a great banquet w hen his church 
wil l be perfectl y completed and clcdicatecl to a olo · . ' ~ nous etern ity . -

C o r:1c o.n ly i.f you arc wi lli ng to grow under the car
pen te r s w ise cltrcct ton and w illin g to show to wh 
belong. O - om vou 
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~ be bles.ed w;th much joy 
this Christmas season as yo u reflect 
on God's great gift of his son. You 
have been privilege d to know the love 
of God through Chri st. Others have 
prayed, given and some even sacri
ficed so that you had an opportunity 
to receive sa lvation in Christ. But 
there are multitudes who have not 
experie nce d God's saving love and 
power. What wi ll you give to the 
cause of C hrist through the North 
American Baptist G e ne ral Conference 
this Christmas so that others may have 
this joy in Christ? Special offerings 
may be give n through your loca l 
church or directly to the confe rence 
office in Forest Park , Illinois. If you 
sha re wha t God has g ive n to you, he 
will multiply you r joy. 

The staff of the Forest Park office of 
the North American Baptist Genera l 
Confe re nce wishes you a joyous Christ
mas and a blessed New Yea r. 
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