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SHARE CHRIST
THROUGH GIVING

A Stewar(lsllip Appeal
By the Executive Seeretary

I have a concern to share with you
regarding our mission commitments as
a Conference. Each year we have had
to raise the largest portion of our bud-
get in the last few months, and this
year is no exception. I am sharing the
facts with you so that together we can
achieve our goals with God's leading.

Here is our financial status as of
October 1, 1974. Our goal for the
calendar year 1974 is $1,974,000. OQur
receipts during the first nine months
were $949,023.36. That left a large
balance needed to achieve our goal.

To achieve this goal may seem like
a big mountain. But let’s remember
that last year we also had a large
amount to raise and we exceeded our
goal by a few thousand dollars. With
more inflation income it seems that we
not only can do more, but with God’s
help will do better.
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Lady of Light is a study of Christinas
contemplation. Mr. Angelo da Fon-
s is a pioneer Christian artist of
mlnda’u. He long ago became indepen-
dent of Western forims and sought in-
spiration within the ancient culture of
India. He has become well known for
his water colors, which emphasize line
quality, rather than three dimensional

p seca

form.

With great simplicity, he establishes
a mood of meditation. The light in the
sconce symbolizes the divine presence.
This  illustrates  the ancient hymn:
“Lternal light, eternal light! How pure
the soul must be, when placed within

thy searching sight. It shrinks not but -

with calm delight, can live and look on

Thee” O

What can we do about meeting
these needs? First of all, you and I
need to take this matter to the Lord
in prayer. To get in line with God's
understanding of our need, we must
seek his guidance. Secondly, we must
enlist our people to pray with us
about these needs, because God has
led us to achieve some very great
things for him as a Conference, and
I am confident that greater things than
those of the past can be achieved
in the future. The generosity of our
people and their faithfulness is most
commendable.

I was asked by a leader from a
large Baptist denomination in Ameri-
ca to share some statistics about our
Conference. In fact, the statistics were
the same ones you have read in the
BAPTIST HERALD. Here is what
this Baptist leader wrote to me in a
letter: “I want to congratulate you on
the fine work your Conference is do-
ing on a per capita basis. I know of
no Baptist work that equals the com-
mitments of the North American Bap-
tist General Conference.”

I appreciate what this man said
about us, but we must not rest upon
the good we have done but instead
move forward to achieve what the
Lord has commissioned us to under-
take.

The third thing we need to do is
take the matter to our local church
finance committee, church boards or
councils, and from there to our people
for action. One church has recently in-
creased its mission budget for the Con-
ference by 20 percent.

When I think of the tens of thou-
sands of people in Cameroon, Nigeria,
Brazil and Japan, who have come to a
new life in Jesus Christ, T feel com-

-" pelled to urge our North American
S| Baptists to praise God for blessings

and move forward with greater deter-

v . .
@ ° munation than ever to proclaim the
A\

! j"; ﬁ Zge
2 AP R
gty | A

message of salvation and hope through
Christ. Furthermore, when I bring to
mind the joys which have come to
communities in Canada and the United
States because N.A.B.s placed a pas-
tor and a church there, I can’t help but
thank God for what he led us to do.
The message of our Lord that one soul
is worth more than all the material
things in the world really takes on
meaning.

And then, when I see what God is
doing in our Seminary in Sioux Falls,
at our College in Edmonton, and in the
Church Ministries here in Forest Park,
as they develop leaders to reach people
for Christ, T am glad to be a part of a
Conference which has a vision to under-
take great things for God.

A concrete example of our vision is
the goal of a million contacts for Christ
in the present triennium, Judging by the
renewed efforts put forth by so many,
I am confident that greater efforts to
win people to Christ are being made

now than any time in the past among
North American Baptists,

_Having said all this, T come to you
vsi:th the concern that we pray, labor,
give and expect to achieve the goals
for 1974, There is a verse of encour-
agement which has been quoted many
times, but for times like these it takes
on a fuller meaning:“l1 can do all
things through Christ which strengthen-
eth me.”

Christmas will soon be here, the
season of sharing. 1 feel we have a
whole lot of blessings to help motivate
us toward doing even greater things
for our Redeemer in the days to come.
He has come to share God's love with
us. Now it is our turn to share Christ
with others.

Your co-worker for Christ,

G. K. Zimmerman
Executive Secretary
North  American
Conference

Baptist ~ General
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“Crispus the Christian stood on a balcony and shuddered
at the sights and sounds of wild revelry echoing through
the streets and courtyards of Rome.

“The Festival of Saturnalia (Dec. 17-24) was in its
final day of merrymaking. It was 300 years since the
star has led the Magi to where the Christ Child was in
Judea.

“Activites not openly permitted even in Rome were
openly engaged in during this season. Crispus found the
reckless celebration so revolting that he tried to stay at
home until the week of orgy had ended.

“The following day—Dec. 25—was Brumhalia, the
birthday of the sun, when the festivities and rioting
reached a peak.”

Crispus is fictional, representative of Christians in
Rome about 300 A.D., but the man telling the story is
real.

William A. Carleton, dean and professor of church
history, emeritus, of Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., leaned back in his chair
and peered from behind a stack of books on the history
of Christmas.

His eyes twinkled with the excitement of undertaking
another of many historical journeys he has charted in 49
years as a Christian educator, author, pastor, denomina-
tional leader and historian.

Crispus, had he been a real person, probably wouldn’t
have celebrated the birth date of Jesus Christ, Carleton
said. In all probability, December 25 wasn’t the date
Jesus was born, the professor said.

He continued, “Christians then had an aversion to

Il

celebrating either the birth of Jesus or joining in the ex-
isting pagan traditions and rituals surrounding the Dec-
ember 25 celebration of the ‘time when the sun began to
conquer the darkness.” ”

Carleton said various religions and cultures selected
December 25 as a festival day when they noticed the
days getting shorter and the nights longer.

“They began to imagine that the sun was being de-
feated and, doubtless, began to fear that there might
eventually be no sunrise.

“Then, between December 22-25, pcople began to see
that the sun was helding its own in the battle against dark-
ness and recognized those days as the ‘time when the
sun had begun to win its fight,” ” Carleton said.

“That’s the reason December 25 was celebrated among
the Druids of England, the Teutonic tribes in Germany
and the pagans of what are now the Scandanavian coun-
tries.”

Carleton said early Christians thought it would dis-
honor Jesus to celebrate his birthday. He cited a state-
ment by Origen, a great Christian leader in Alexandria,
Egypt, in the year 245 A.D., who said it was disgraceful
to think of celebrating Jesus’ birthday as if he were a
pharaoh or king.

“It would have been the same as saying to the early
Christians that Jesus had just come into existence, rather
than having existed from the beginning of time,” Carle-
ton said.

“God was thought of as an cternal being, so it's a little
odd that with this opposition from even Christian leaders
in the early days Christmas has still become the most
popular Christian holiday,” said Carleton.

It was a day that didn’t really come to be observed un-
til the latter part of the fourth century, he noted.

December 25 is just one of several days men have
chosen through the centuries to celebrate Jesus’ birth
date. For hundreds of years, there was no agreement as
to the correct day of Jesus’ birth. Differences on the
issue still exist today, said Carleton. Early writers men-
tioned January 6, March 25, April 18, May 20 and
November 17, he said.

Pagan traditions, such as Christmas trecs, mistletoc
and the exchanging of presents, were adapted into the
Christian observance which evolved into the most popu-
lar holiday of modern times.

Centuries after the birth of Jesus, when the Puritans
gained power in England, it was against the law to ob-
serve Christmas. The day was deemed a “heathen
practice” or a concession to the Roman papacy, to which
the Puritans were opposed, Carleton said.

“The Puritans said Christ wouldn’t have approved of

Tames L. Young is feature editor for BAPTIST PRESS,
Nashville, Tennessee.
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celebrating such a day and ordered everyone to work, as
on other days.” Shops remained open on Christmas Day,
and no one was allowed to light candles, or eat holi-
day cakes. ‘

In many towns in England, town criers proclam}ed
government edicts, shouting, “No Christmas, No Christ-
mas.”

Christmas was finally restored as a holiday in England
when the Puritans lost their power and the Church of
England was restored. '

Even the early Americans were slow to accept Christ-
mas, Carleton said. _

“It’s surprising to find that the famous pilgrims of the
Mayflower and Plymouth Rock fame were very much
against observing Christmas. On their first Christmas in
the New World, they said there wasn’t going 1o be any
of this celebration or merriment. Instead, they began to
construct the first house ‘for common use to receive them
and their goods’ on December 25.” .

In spite of opposition from some carly American
Christians, there were denominations that didn’t share
the negative feclings about celebrating the birthday of

Jesus, Carleton said. ) }
James H. Barnett in his book, The American Christ-

mas: A Study in National Culture, quoted the New York
Daily Times of Dec. 26, 1855: “The churches of the
Presbyterians, Baptists and Methodists were not open on
December 25. . . but Episcopalian, Catholic and German
churches were all open. Inside they were decked with
evergreens.

Most states had accepted the day as a legal holiday by
the mid-1800s.

Few people today—particularly few Christian groups—
oppose Christmas as a celebration, except where the con-
cept of Jesus having come to earth as God conflicts with
other religious ideas, Carleton said. Some Christians
still see the celebration as pagan, he said.

The power of Jesus Christ to tranform the ugly and
sordid into something lovely was demonstrated in the
transformation of the season into the Christmas celebra-
tion, he continued.

Finally, although commercialism too often dominates
Christmas, the celebration emphasizes peace, benevol-
ence and generosity, Carleton said. “People give pres-
ents at Christmas who are normally so stingy they wouldn’t
give at any other time of the year.

“I think it’s a response to the message of Christmas,
that God gave his all in his son, Jesus Christ. []

A Dastors Letter to Santa

Dear Santa,
I am not a child, but this is the first letter I have ever

written to you. I have never believed the stqcking myth.
I ask nothing from you, because you have little to give.
The most you have ever done 1s t0 help som:lz-pcoplc find
their better side for a few weeks. I am writing because
I am worried about Christmas. You didn’t make it. Tt
happened before you were dreamed up. It came in the
baby Jesus. Yet for many you are the only character of

the season. ;
I ask. not that you give me something, but that you

give Him his proper place. That in your headquarters
you demand that a large manger scene be constructed.
That you adjust your schedule so that in every l.mlf‘-hou(r1
you spend with children on your knee, you \V}ll .sp;n
five minutes on your knees in prayer and worship before
the Christ Child. That you declare that men 'should
seek to have you bring peace, but pray to the Christ who
alone can bring peace. . ]
This may sound to some like exposure, yet in reahtyi
it is nothing less than honest subordination. Thut: dear
friend. is the grcatest gift you could give to our c!}lldrcl}.
Tradition has "placcd you in a position of leadership, this
brings with it extreme responsibility. Your actions could
be more influential in teaching the true meaning of

This letter first appeared in the MARION COUNTY
RECORD.
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Christmas than all of the Christmas sermons I will ever
preach. Please join with men in an attempt to lead our
nation back to Christ, the center of Christmas.

With God’s Blessings

Pastor Lester A. Buenning
Strassburg Baptist Church

——=
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Left to rlghl‘ standing: Gary Streuber, Munlyn Walther, Bob Walther, Betty Hauge, Rev. Ray Harsch, Anna Kruger, Bruce Kul[ls, Pamela Kiemele, Andrew

Lohse, Tina Angeles. Seated: Dorothy Norman, Steve Leisher, Sarah Pucek, Phyllis Schroeder, Glenn Dewey.
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by Daniel Fuchs

In the mid seventies of this twentieth
century, God’s Volunteers are com-
mitted to put into practice first century
evangelism—the kind of evangelism
that the Lord Jesus Christ taught and
practiced.

Jesus preached to the multitudes, but
he left the crowds and spoke to indi-
vidual men and women. He left the
throng to eat with Zacchaeus in Jericho.

The Rev. Daniel Fuchs is evangelism
director with the Church Ministries De-
partment of the North American Bap-
tist General Conference.

He talked to the woman at the well
and to Nicodemus at night. Person-to-
person evangelism was never secondary
with Jesus.

This joyous, positive ministry of
personal evangelism will continue to go
on in our Conference through God's
Volunteers who are doing something
about it. From October 1974 to May
1975 these Spirit-motivated young peo-
ple will help our churches make tens
of thousands of contacts for Christ.
Under the leadership of the director,
Rev. Ray Harsch, and his assistant, Mr.
Bob Walther, God will use the dynamic
witness of Gods Volunteers to chal-
lenge other Christian young people as

well as men and women in our church-
es to participate more effectively in
making contacts for Christ.

We covet your prayer support for
God's Volunteers and the work of per-
son-to-person witnessing in our church-
es. Backed by deliberate, definite and
decisive prayer, the ministry of making
contacts for Christ will be the means
of bringing a great harvest of redeemed
men and women and young people to
God and into our churches.

The team has been following a
schedule of assignments which will take
them to approximately 50 churches.
The following churches are included
in the schedule:

1974

Sept. 3-27
Alberta

Sept. 29-Oct. 4
British Columbia

Sept. 29-Oct. 4
Oct. 2-10

Oct. 9-17

Creston Baptist, Creston,

Training Period of Team. Camp Caroline, Oct. 16-25

Music Witness Section, Sept. 29-Oct. 1
Follow-Up Witness Section,

Grace Baptist, Calgary, Alberta Oct. 29-Nov. 8
Music Witness Section, Oct. 2-6
Follow-Up Witness Section, Oct. 5-10

Fort George Baptist, Prince George, B.C.
Music Witness Section, Oct. 9-13 Nov, 5
Follow-Up Witness Section, Oct. 12:17 -

McKernan Baptist, Edmonton, Alberta
Music Witness Section, Oct. 16-20
Follow-Up Witness Section, Oct. 19-25

Hudson Bay Park Baptist, Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan

Music Witness Section, Oct. 22-27

Follow-Up Witness Section, Oct. 26-31

Nokomis & Raymore Baptist,
Nokomis & Raymore. Sask.

Music Witness Section, Oct. 29-Nov. 3

Follow-Up Witness Section, Nov. 2-8

Springside Baptist, Ebenezer Baptist and

Central Baptist

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Dec.

1975

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan,

Jan.

Jan.
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6-14

28-Dec. §

. 35

. 612

10-15

cc. 16-Jan. 2

3-10

7-16

15-24

[
o

29-Feb. 6

Yorkton, Saskatchewan
Music Witness Section, Nov. 5

Temple Baptist, Swan River. Manitoba
Music Witness Section, Nov. 6-10
Follow-Up Witness Section, Nov. 9-14

Grace Baptist. Oak River, Manitoba
Music Witness Section, Nov. 12-14

Moosehorn Baptist, Mooschorn,
Manitoba

Music Witness Section, Nov. 16-17

Follow-Up Witness Section, Nov. 16-21

McDermot Avenue Baptist,
Winnipeg. Manitoba
Music Witness Section, Nov. 19

Elim Baptist. Beausejour, Manitoba
Music Witness Section, Nov, 20

Randolph Baptist, Randolph, Minnecsota
Music Witness Section, Nov. 22-24
Follow-Up Witness Section, Nov. 23-29

Faith Baptist, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Music Witness Section, Nov. 26

Riverview Baptist,
West St. Paul, Minnesota
Music Witness Section, Nov. 27

Bible Baptist, LaCrosse, Wisconsin
Music Witness Section, Nov. 28-Dec. 1
Follow-Up Witness Section,

Nov. 30-Dec. §

Pioneer Baptist, Pound, Wisconsin
Music Witness Section, Dec. 3-5

Grace Baptist, Racine, Wisconsin
Music Witness Section, Dec. 6-8
Follow-Up Witness Section, Dee. 7-12

Brook Park Baptist,

Minnecapolis, Minnesota
Music Witness Section, Dec. 10-15
Follow-Up Witness Section, Dec. 14-15

CHRISTMAS VACATION

Immanuel Baptist, Kankakee, Illinois
Music Witness Section, Jan. 3-5
Follow-Up Witness Section, Jan. 3-10

Calvary Baptist,

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Music Witness Section, Jan. 7-12
Follow-Up Witness Section, Jan. 11-16

Winton Road Baptist,

Rochester, New York
Music Witness Section, Jan. 15-19
Follow-Up Witness Section, Jan. 18-24

Bethel Baptist, Getzville, New York
Music Witness Section, Jan. 21

Pineland Baptist, Burlington, Ontario
Music Witness Section. Jan. 22-26
Follow-Up Witness Section, Jan. 25-30

Bethel Baptist, Windsor, Ontario
Music Witness Section, Jan. 28

Meridian Woods Baptist.

Indianapolis, Ind.
Music Witness Section, Jan. 29-Feb. 2
Follow-Up Witness Section, Feb. 1-6

Feb.

Feb, 3

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

26-March 7

March 4

March 5-12

March 11-16

March 17-21

March 22-27

March 26-Apr. 3

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

May

May

May

May

15-30

23-27

30-May 2

39

9-14

13-14

Bloomfield Hills Baptist,
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.
Music Witness Section, Feb. 4

First Baptist, Auburn, Mich.
Music Witness Section, Feb. 5-9
Follow-Up Witness Section, Feb. 8-13

Napier Parkview Baptist,

Benton Harbor, Mich.
Music Witness Section, Feb. 12-16
Follow-Up Witness Section, Feb. 15-20

McClusky Baptist,
McClusky, North Dakota
Music Witness Section, Feb. 19-21

Bethel Baptist, Harvey, North Dakota
Music Witness Section, Feb, 22-23
Follow-Up Witness Section. Feb. 22-27

First Baptist, Minot, North Dakota
Music Witness Section, Feb. 26-March 2
Follow-Up Witness Section. March 1-7

Bismarck Baptist,
Bismarck, North Dakota
Music Witness Section, March 4

New Leipzig Baptist, North Dakota
Music Witness Section, March 5-9
Follow-Up Witness Scction, March 8-12

First Baptist, McLaughlin, South Dakota
Music Witness Section. March 11-16
Follow-Up Witness Section, March 13-16

SPRING BREAK AT NORTH
AMERICAN BAPTIST SEMINARY,
SIOUX FALLS., SOUTH DAKOTA

First Baptist, Avon, South Dakota
Music Witness Section, March 22-24
Follow-Up Witness Section, March 22-27

Redeemer Baptist, Columbus, Nebraska
Music Witness Section, March 26-30
Follow-Up Witness Section,

March 29-Apr. 3

San Luis Valley Mission Field
Music Witness Section, Apr. 2-6
Follow-Up Witness Section. Apr. 5-10

Sherwood Park Baptist,

Greeley, Colorado
Music Witness Section. Apr. 9-13
Follow-Up Witness Section, Apr. 12-17

Sierra Baptist & Aurora Church
Extension, Arvada & Aurora, Colo.

Music Witness Section, Apr. 15-20

Follow-Up Witness Section, Apr. 19-30

First Baptist, Paul, Idaho
Music Witness Section, Apr. 23-27

Startup Baptist, Startup. Washington
Music Witness Section, Apr. 30-May 2

Cypress Baptist, Lynwood. Washington
Music Witness Section, May 3-4
Follow-Up Witness Section, May 3-9

Valley View Baptist, Everett, Washington
Music Witness Section. May 6-8
Evergreen Baptist. Renton, Washington
Music Witness Section, May 9-11
Follow-Up Witness Section, May 10-14
Calvary Baptist. Tacoma, Washington
Music Witness Section, May 13-14
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LET'S GET ACQUAINTED

It is a privilege to introduce to you
the GOD'S VOLUNTEERS team for
1974-75. A new program has been
started this year. There is one team
with two sections, the music section
and the follow-up section.

The music section will be respon-
sible for public services with an em-
phasis in evangelism through music.
The follow-up section will work within
the churches in a visitation program,
follow-up work and the establishment
of home Bible studies. However, all
team members are trained in personal
evangelism.

The Rev. Ray Harsch will continue
as director of the team. He will be
assisted by Bob and Marilyn Walther,
from Edmonton, Alberta. Both have
attended the N.A.B. College and are
directing the music section of the
team. We are particularly glad to have
Bob working with us because through
the ministry of a former GOD’S VOL-

GOD'S VOLUNTEERS BIOGRAPHIES

Tina Angeles and Betty Hauge, reporters

UNTEER team, he committed his life
to the Lord.

The members are as follows:

GLENN DEWEY—Ellinwood,
Kansas; has attended 2 years at
N.AB.C. and received a diploma in
Christian Education.

ANDREW LOHSE—Winnipeg,
Manitoba; attended three years at Uni-
versity of Manitoba with a major in
Electrical engineering.

ANNA KRUGER—George, Iowa; has
been working as a registered nurse in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

PAMELA KIEMELE—Linton,
North Dakota; has attended two years
at N.A.B.C. and received a diploma
in Christian Education.

SARAH PUCEK—Kankakee, Illin-
ois; attended one year at N.AB.C.
with a major in Christian Education.

DOROTHY NORMAN-—Water-
town, Wisconsin; has degrees in Eng-
lish and Vocal Music and has taught

in Minnesota for one year.

STEVE LEISHER—Okeene, Okla-
homa; has attended three years at
Oklahoma State University, with a
major in Wild-Life and Ecology.
PHYLLIS SCHRAEDER—Swan Riv-
er, Manitoba; worked as a secretary in
the local school district.

BRUCE KALLIS—Mott, North
Dakota; has attended one year at Uni-
versity of North Dakota, and one year
at Grace Bible Institute as a Mission
major.

GARY STREUBER—Winnipeg,
Manitoba; has attended one year at
N.A.B.C. and two years at University
of Manitoba with a major in Science.

BETTY HAUGE—Tacoma, Wash-
ington, graduated from Seattle Pacific
College with a degree in Christian
Education.

TINA ANGELES—Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, graduated from High
School in June.

Happiness Is Sharing

by Cynthia J. Mahaffey

In behalf of single people everywhere,
I would like to thank the young Chris-
tian wives who have befriended us,
listened to us and fed us, and their
husbands, who. if we are girls, have
changed our flat tires, graciously put
up with us keeping their wives up late
hours talking, and provided us with
examples of real Christian husbands.

I' have had the rich experience of
knowing several such couples and their
fum_llics over the last few years and
testify to the very real need they have
so happily filled in my life.

Jim and Barb are outstanding ex-
amples, a California couple with ‘small
children. They were my first in-depth
contact with a young Christian couple
z:nd_ the education I received in the
loving communication and honesty so
necessary in marriage, in fact in all

Miss Cynthia J. Mahaffey is a mem-
bc}{‘ of the Bethel Baptist Church, Ana-
heim, Calif, She works as news editor,
for the MONTE VISTA JOURNAL.
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relationships, was invaluable. From
them too I gained an appreciation for
the fresh approach and insights of
young, vital Christians, and their re-
lating of the living Jesus to a dynamic
family life that was apparent in their
day-to-day practice and in the many
hours of conversation 1 had with them.

This kind of first hand information 1
consider a pre-training ground; an al-
most on the job seminar on everything
from changing diapers without poking
the baby involved (one pastor’s wife
in Anaheim, California, will testify to
my near mummification of her son’s
behind in one of my ecarly attempts)
to getting along with your husband even
when he put in 13%2 hours at work that
day.

A second precious friendship was
established when Renae, a young Chris-
tian housewife. sneakily used the pre-
tense of my coming to her house to
give her guitar lessons to get to know
me. (I say sneakily because I soon
discovered she was already quite a

passable guitarist.) Her underlying in-
tention achieved its purpose and I
wouldn't have missed knowing her and
husband Phillip for anything in the
whole world.

Phillip and Renae did something that
is infinitely precious to a single person:
they shared with me their children.
The older daughter is six, a born again
believer and a tremendous prayer
partner. The younger one is two_,_und
now my goddaughter. The spiritual
responsibility of prayer and concern
for that one means a lot, and both girls
taught me more than anything else that
kids are human beings in their own
right, capable of a relationship with
the Saviour.

Hebrews :
“Don’t forget to be kind to strang

for some who have done this have en-
fertained angels without realizing it!
[ lay no claim to being an angel, but
to all those who have taken that verse,
and me. to heart again I say
“Thanks”. []

13:2, Living Bible, says
ers.
en-
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PERSONAL

ESTATE

PLANNING

by
Everett A.
Barker

CHOOSING AN EXECUTOR FOR

YOUR ESTATE
Once you have worked through a plan

for the distribution of your estate
which includes a will, it is necessary
to select an executor or executors if
you desire more than one. Usually
an alternate person is also named in
the event the first person is unable
or unwilling to serve. States and prov-
inces vary as to whether or not an
executor must be resident of the state
in which you reside. Your attorney
can advise you concerning applicable
laws where you maintain your legal
residence.

To give you an idea what is involved
in being an executor of a will I am list-
ing some of the major duties:

1. Collect all assets and necessary rec-
ords.

. locate will, insurance policies,
birth certificates, real estate
papers, car registrations.

. take posession of safe deposit
boxes, bank accounts, real es-
tate, automobiles and personal
effects.

. file claims for pension, social
security, profit-sharing and
veteran’s benefits.

. . inventory all assets.

. obtain names, address and
social security numbers of all
heirs.

.. . set up books and records.
2. Manage the estate until it is set-
tled.

. arrange for the family’s sup-
port during probate.

. collect the debts due the es-
tate. )

. Manage real estate, deal wlh
tenants arrange for mainte-
nance and repairs.

. collect dividends, interest,
rents.

. register securities in the name
of estate.

. sell securities and reinvest as
prudence dictates.

The Rev. Everett A. Barker is estate
planning director of the North Ameri-
can  Baptist  Conference.
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. collect insurance proceeds.

. if necessary, run the family
business.

. pay real estate and other tax-
es.

. place proper insurance on as-
sets.

3. Determine what the estate’s obliga-
tions are.

. check on mortgages and oth-
er loans.

. determine which claims are
legally due and oppose (if
necessary in legal proceed-
ings) invalid ones.

. determine priorities for pay-
ment of debts and how to
raise necessary cash.

. obtain receipts for all claims
paid.

4. Compute and pay all “death” taxes
due.

. value all assets.

. select tax alternatives which
are most beneficial.

. determine all allowable de-
ductions and exemptions.

. decide which assets to sell to
provide necessary funds.

. pay taxes on time to avoid
penalties.

. resist unfair valuations estab-
lished by government tax
agents.

5. Compute beneficiaries’ shares and
distribute the estate.

. sell assets to pay cash legacies.

. determine who gets particular
items and settle family dis-
putes.

. again register the securities,
transfer title to real estate
and other property.

. give accountings to and ob-
tain receipts from all benefi-
ciaries.

. pay final estate costs.

. prepare accountings for the
court’s approval.

After looking at the specific duties
of an executor the average person
might shrink from the responsibility.
What frequently happens is that an
attorney is engaged who carries out
many of these responsibilities. The
executor, in some instances, simply be-
comes a signer of required documents.
It is. of course, better to have an ex-
ecutor who has some business experi-
ence so that he can be involved in
the business process of probating the
estate. If you do not have a relative
or friend who is competent enough
you can use the services of a bank
trust department or your attorney to
function in this capacity. States have

fee schedules which entitles an execu-
tor to remuneration for the services
rendered. Of course, much will depend
upon the size and complexity of your
estate. Because the duties and liabili-
ties of an executor are considerable,
give careful thought to your selec-
tion. It is wise to review your present
will to determine whether the present
person you have chosen is able to func-
tion as you had originally anticipated.
When Senator Robert Kennedy was as-

(Continued on page 24)

HOW GOOD ARE
YOUR RECORDS?

Where Are Your
Papers Kept?

If you are like most people, you
probably keep important informa-
tion in your head, but this won't
help your survivors.

Essential information and papers
can affect your estate settlement.
Such information as the location
of your will, bank accounts, real
estate papers, trusts, assets in
joint names, gift tax returns,
financial transactions, names of
family members, etc., should be
listed and readily available. Put
the information - in writing and
specify where these records can
be found.

Send today for the free booklet,
“What Your Executor Will Need
From You.”

o e e
Address A
Send to: Everett A. Barker, North
American Baptist General Con-
ference, 7308 Madison St., Forest
Park, Ill. 60130. Phone (312)
771-8700
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by Mrs. Patricia Meinerts

In Europe, the Bible is read least by those between 60
and 65 years of age, and most by those between ages
15 and 25,

1000 cross-cultural missionaries have been sent out
from Asian countries in recent years.

Over 212 billion people in the world do not know
Christ.

From July 15 to July 26, 1974, the world population
increased by over 1¥2 million people.

The mission of the church arises from the mission of
God and is to be modelled on it. ‘As the Father has sent
me,” Jesus said, ‘even so I send vou.

These are a few of the statements learned at the In-
ternational Congress of World Evangelization in Lau-
sanne, Switzerland. Nearly 3,700 persons from over 150
countriecs—including 2,700 official participants—rcgis-
tered for the 10 day congress in July, 1974, Half of this
number were from Asia, Africa and Latin America,

The theme, “Let the Earth Hear His Voice”, challenged
and cxcited the participants as they heard what is being
done in some areas and what tremendous possibilities—
and needs—there are in others. The confidence of Corrie
ten Boom who said, “God has no problems, only plans,”
was contagious,

Dr. Billy Graham, honorary chairman. opened this
timely congress with the question, “Why Lausanne?”
His answers were, “First, this Congress stands in the
tradition of many movements of evangelism throughout
the history of the church. Second. this Congress con-
venes as one body, obeying one Lord, facing one world.
with onc task. Third, this Congress convenes to re-
emphasize these Biblical concepts which are essential to
evangelism. Fourthly, this Congress convenes to consider
honestly and carefully both the unevangelized world and
the church’s resources to evangelize the world.”

These words were easily understood by all present
as they were spontaneously  translated  into Spanish,

Spé =4 15 ~Te o . . At
announced spccialémcza*tinuzu‘];z!. t(?l;rm(fm dn-d SPdmbh
. 85 « of human interest
storics and facts behind the seenes.
mhﬂ:}l}'?ﬂiﬂ\'ggggs t‘grrOT: ‘[hL;: BQOk of Acts helped to es-
Leaders for these thour]r}Ln special emphusis of ‘cach day,
Bragi: Dir Ph%lib TL‘IH’_:HS ncluded Dr. Nelson Fanini,
C £ rong Kong; Dr. Branko [
Yugoslavia; Rev, Manuel Scot. US.A..
' Af{cr a short prayer time, the reg
six. Biblical Foundation papers or fiv

_ovree,
and others.

ponse to once of the
¢ Issue Slrulcu}‘ pa-

M’r,\: Patricia Meinerts and fer hushand are
i Cameroon, West Africa. Mrs.
of the editor—covered the
The Meinerts were on the
Cameroon.

missionaries
M /l’h’im’rr,s'ﬁh_\‘ request
. historic congress in Lausanne,
wway from the US4 back to
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The prayer chapel was
used continuously.

pers was given. These papers had previously been sent
to all participants for study and comment. The spcakers
compiled. categorized and attempted to answer as many
of the comments as they could. Dr. Francis Schaeffer
and Dr. Donald McGavran were among the speakers who

Many people obtained useful
information from the Evan-
gelism Resource Center.
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The “population clock” was started the first evening of gfﬁ“
the Congress. Before 10 days had passed, i.i‘showed an ?l‘/‘%
increase in World population of over 1'2 million people.

Executive Chairman, Bishop
llle Welt | A. Jack Dain, presided over

soll sein Worl haren

the Congress under the
theme, “Let the Earth Hear
His Voice"”.
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had over 1500 responses to their original papers. Dr.
Henri Blocher who presented the study, Our Unity Ac-
cording to the Bible, said, “Your criticisms were far
more uscful than I had anticipated. Never before have I
had such an experience; 1 have found it enriching—and
in several instances, quite moving.”

Several papers dealt in depth on the subject of the
social and spiritual gospels. How do they work together?
or don’t they? In the main, the mood was to dispense
with separatism. “What possible steps can be taken to
lead the evangelical church to sec that there is no
‘hyphenated’ gospel?” asked one study group. Michael
Green, principal of St. John's College, Nottmghan},.e}nd
Canon Theologian of Coventry. bluntly opposcd dx'w.smn
between faith and works: “No! What God !I,md joined
together, we are not at liberty to put asunder.” He wclnt
on to say, “We are called to be the Church . . . and the
two are inextricably connected.”

Another much discussed theme was c.rolss-culturzll
evangelization. 87 percent of the non-Christian world
needs to be reached by someone of a different cu]turf:'—
and already missionaries from every continent are being
sent to races, tribes or groups othcr than their own.
Such evangelism is difficult and m.ls[akcs have pccn
made in the past. Western civi]izatl‘on. has somet1m§s
been confused with Christianity. Missionary churches
have sometimes been too dependent on the sc'ndms
church. Lack of cooperation between missions has caudscd
conflict. However, cross-cultural missu?narics are ncede
and can be very effective as they consider ”-“i c&tlllt:req;r;
Which they are working. “I want to encourage L}“' P(‘j'
faces among us,” said the retired Archbishop of Ugan dl
Erica Sabiti. “We are not ungrateful for what you “d1 '
Without your work, we wouldn’t be what we are NOw.

Past mistakes should be avoided. Sending as:zcnﬁfuls
from the Western countries and fr.om Korezj wen% ; q?-l_
lenged to cooperate in their cfforts in othc‘r dpl‘?rls Ocd l{o‘\‘;
Pakistani and East African strategy groups 1sc,us‘s:1ti0n_
to really tap the resources of the local ?in-rcc'= g
Spiritual, financial and personal. The question “’&‘S't N
can local believers learn not to be O\fcrclqgen gn n:)le
others? How can they learn to become ZIC.t[\C.' CCL. e
givers, become evangelists? All misslonaries Were d
vised to carry Christ. not culture, with ll]{?nl. —

The National Strategy groups, ucco_rdmg mk r\ilrec‘lm
Director, Paul Little, were formed w'th.fl‘]fhngqg[ A
that the gospel does not only go from “'l,'s .‘-( -mlllt; -mcl
goes from all to all. Thus each day. "‘”_ r:“r‘[('f"p‘]:k;r the
N national groups to discuss national s.lrtitLS:).” T
first time, Christian leaders from all over outh A g';t
and all of the evangelical churc]ws ‘of that Lgunw'ym‘.‘;_
down together to plan. A “multi-racial cflo.n"‘.]: c ‘C'l;m
lism™ was called for. The Jz!hunCF:L‘ Smlll&i—‘}‘ C“\IL*:S n]"111"
Up with concrete proposals for a .‘ Onc‘md)llrt;;n([ & 1[‘1ci1-
cvangelism with the hope of lc.‘.ldm-g }Lnﬂ}wr 159 national
Population to Christ in ten years. The o 1
£roups made plans pertinent to their nCLdS'. S

Two other types of small group '?‘C‘[:Emi—‘h '[\;'Ll:ittwnd -Of
held cach day. One session Was for LL511()i1>]nt_‘llr o
evangelistic methods,  Participants could attend fc

Q
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the 35 groups. The choices ranged from Evangelism
Through Church Renewal by Ray Stedman to Coffee-
Bar Evangelism by Douglas Barnett. In Evangelism by
Audio-Visual Materials, Viggo Sogaard told of the tre-
mendously effective cassettee ministry throughout Thai-
land. Within 5 years, 1600 cassettes have been put into
rotation, teaching and evangelizing in hospitals, homes—
wherever people are,

The other daily small group meetings were the Spe-
cialized Evangelistic Strategy Groups. These groups met
continuously for three to six days, doing in-depth study
on 33 subjects. These included Evangelism Through
Mass  Media, Theological Education and Evangelism,
Evangelism  Among  Animists, Buddhists, etc. These
studies should affect evangelism throughout the world.
Brief reports of some of them were given the last eve-
ning.

Testimonics given by Dr. Larry Christiansen, U.S.A.;
Rev. Juan Ortiz, Argentina; Rev. Thomas Huston, Scot-
land, and Bishop Feston Kivengere. Uganda, attested to
the work and power of the Holy Spirit in evangelism.
Several mentioned that the love of God knows no barricrs.
As we love one another and expect the Holy Spirit to do
something, He will!

Miss  Corrie ten Boom, famous
Dutch author, was constantly
crowded by autograph hunting
youth.

One cvening session was devoted to laymen and their
ministry. Men from Nigeria, U.S.‘A.. Chile and Indo-
nesia spoke of their work and desire as Christians. At
times they have felt unwanted or unnecessary in the task
of evangelization, but they see many places where they
could work effectively. They want to be involved in
what is significant. They want to be used—by God. not
by man, not to be considered as second rate in doing
God’s work.

The subject of another cvening session was “The
Hard Places of the World™. A telegram received at the
Congress carlier in the week reading “Eleven imprisoned,
prui;'c. pray” had made everyone aware of the difficul-
ties some Christian brethren face. Reports of oppression
and persecution from those living in the Mohammedan.
Hindu and Communist worlds were sobering. Much praver
concern is needed for Christians in these places. '

Such a Congress could not be and was not complete
without an evangelistic rally.  Sunday was the Day of
Laustade. 46.000 people crowded the Lausanne stu{lium
and listened to converts from Buddhism. Hinduism and
Animism give their testimonics,  The 4.000 voice con-
gress choir sang one song of praise in many languages.
After Dr. Graham spoke through a lrunslutor.hui\finu
God's answer to the dilemma of man as seen in DLu\‘id‘hs
life, 550 people went forward (o invite Christ into their
lives. The spirit of Lausanne. the Holy Spiri winnine

(Continued on page 3])
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by Gerald L. Borchert

Dear Readers: At the end of the fifth
year of writing for the Baptist Herald,
let me again thank you for your letters.
I am sincerely grateful that you con-
tinued to write to me during the time
while T was away on my sabbatical
leave.

Among the letters received were a
number related to my response to F.C.
concerning the Watergate affair in the
March issue. Some were politely and
some not so politely hostile to me and
others were more than generous in
their compliments. It is unfortunate
for any nation which claims to be a
democracy of the people to pass
through the trauma of such an un-
happy affair. Some religious leaders
including Billy Graham, our foremost
evangelist, supported the integrity of
or rebuked the lack of integrity of the
president and their statements wijl
stand to their credit or discredit.
Others asked hard questions about why
was it only a Republican Nixon admin-
istration that was blistered in such a
way. And inside the church there was a
kind of divided, mixed-up uneasiness
that left people making unhealthy com-
ments on the political process in the
United States,

] Perhaps one of the lessons in the
I o i st
the iron ci \tm people from behind
o i Wor[dr cug and in other parts
ks 5 incii;I: trc_ahze that normally
would have IOZI(]:h (lin ;mn}’ countries
¢ PO e '0 a blood-bath.

_Such 4 smooth change
o_f government in such a volatile situa-
ton should say a great deal for the

ultimate role of law and order in the
western democracies.

Address letters !
Borchert, North
Seminary, 1605 S.
Falls, S.p. 57105

o1 Dean Gergld L.
American Baptist
Eucild Ave., Sioux
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There have been many statements
made by church people related to dis-
solutionment with the entire political
process, but it is at times such as this
that the church must summon its
people of integrity to become involved
in politics. To venture in the political
arena, however, will demand a willing-
ness to risk oneself for the good of a
nation. It will take a sense of inner
security that when one stands for the
right he or she may be misunderstood
like Brooks Hayes, the Baptist layman,
who sought reconciliation between the
president and the governor over the
racial issue in Arkansas and was de-
feated. But he went down to defeat
as a Christian gentleman and still lives
to challenge young people to invest
themselves in the process.

While we will never see the king-
doms of this world become the king-
doms of our Lord until his return, let
us all vow not to give any ground to
Satan and his forces of evil in their
attempt to control all aspects of the
world. We, as Christians, are set in
this world to be a light and we are call-
ed upon both to be evangelists of the
Gospel of life and those who live their
lives evidencing a life-changing style
of good works (Eph. 2:8-10). We
are what we live and not merely what
we say we live. Let Christians, there-
fore, not shun difficult aspects of life,
b'ut give themselves to the confronta-
tion of inj_ustice, dishonesty, immoral-
ity and inhumanity wherever they
appear. .The struggle continues against
principalities and powers of the pres-
ent age, and we are summoned to
engage in that struggle (Eph. 6:1-2).
_May God give us courage for the fac-
ing of the foe.

F]na]!y, let me especially express my
gratitude in public to the several of
you who indicated that my earlier
column led you to pray for the Presi-
dqnt and leaders of your nation. My
friends, prayer for political leaders ijs
a clear responsibility of Christians
(I Tim. 2:1-2. elc.).  As we pass
through this Christmas season and be-
BIn a new year, let us pray that the
western  democracies, especially Can-
ada and the United States, will chal-
[f_:nge pepp]e of. integrity to respon-
sible positions of leadership. And Jet
no Christian fail to exercise his voice
in the community and at the polls. To
gg SO would in effect be to pray,
",'.’Qartlzn”lni;\)/ctht)jl1 hands I commend this

A ust recognize that we
are God's instruments for justice and
Il;ﬁrc_y 45 we seek to live our ljves in
I{O:e ltr;ltcgnly of gc?nuine humility he-

¢ Lord (Micah 6:8). 0
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by Daniel Fuchs

The Apostle Paul spoke for God when
he taught that Christ calls pastors “to
prepare all God’s people for the work
of Christian service, to build up the
body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12),

A pastor writes: “I started off by
personally making contacts for Christ
and sharing the gospel with people.
Soon I discovered, I can’t minister to
everyone personally.”

Of course, every pastor must be
concerned personally to make con-
tacts for Christ consistently. Never-
theless, he has not been called of God
to carry the entire evangelistic thrust
of his church alone. He has been
called “to prepare all of God’s people
for the work.” When will we ever
get onto this basic Biblical truth?

This pastor reports that his congre-
gation began to grow when he decided
to train laymen in personal evangelism.
He invited members of his congrega-
tion regularly to make contacts for
Christ with him. “After a time of meet-
ing with them for prayer”, he says, “I
began taking them out witnessing with
me.”

He also had his people attend lay
institutes for evangelism to learn how
to experience an abundant life and how
to pass that experience on to otherf_i-
Laymen are taught also in leading Bi-
ble studies for fellowship, sharing, time
in Gods word and prayer. “We feel
it is important to teach the laymen to
do the job.” .

Besides helping to train new Chris-
tians and causing more mature C!ms‘
tians to grow in their spiritual lives.
Home Bible Studies themselves .hi}"c
an evangelistic thrust. Non-Christian
neighbors and friends are invited an
often hear the gospel for the first time
and pray to receive Christ as their SaV-
ior.

A million contacts for Christ can be
made under God, utilizing God’s lay-
men across our Conference! Prayer 'i’
a critical aspect, and the Holy Spir»ln
is the key to it all. He operates d'
lives and programs prayerfully dedt
cated to God for service.

i . . ; oIS
I'he Rev. Daniel Fuchs is evangt Ii

. . P
director with the Church M””’_f(‘{m
Department of the North Amert
Baptist General Conjerence.
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ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR CLASS?

If you are a teacher or leader of col-
lege-career or high school age vouth,
what concerns you most about them?

If you are a college-career or high
school age young person, what are
your main concerns about your life
now?

If the answers given by the leader
and the youth were to be compared,
how much similarity would there be?
As a leader would your reply indi-
cate that you understand something
about the world in which youth live?
Would you know their fears? Their
insecurities? Their dreams and desires
for their lives now and in the future?
Their questions about their faith and
its relationship to their living? As a
young person, would your reply indi-
cate your true feelings? Would you
be willing to expose your inner feelings
by speaking and sharing honestly and
openly?

Such communication is vital if a
class is to be a life-changing class. (But
remember that communication is two-
way. A leader nceds to be honest and
forthright, too. Leaders have nceds
and youth need to be open to a lead-
er's needs as well as their own.)

Now, getting to the class session
content. Does it relate to the young
person’s needs? If it does, the leader
will know it by the response he re-
ceives. If it doesn't, participants will
either drop out or sit passively through
class.

The use of a questionnaire Is a good

Place to start if you feel your class
Needs some overhauling. However, be-
fore 4 questionnaire is used, the lead-
er must settle in his own mind his
Wwillingness to change his approach,
methods or whatever if this is indicated.
———
Mrs. Dorothy Ganoung is Church Lit-
erature editor with the Church Min-
l’Sf-"i(’_\' Dl’[)(“'“”(’?” ()'f the N()!'Ih Amert-
can Baptist General Conference.
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by Dorothy Ganoung

Participants, too, must be willing to
come 10 a group consensus Or COmpro-
mise when this becomes necessary.
A week or so following the ques-
tionnaire, when the replies have been
tabulated and duplicated so that each
person will have a copy, discuss and
evaluate the results. Together deter-
mine the course your class will take.

This can mark the beginning of a whole

new relationship between the leader,

the class participants and the Lord.

The following questionnaire can be
used as it is or it can serve as a start-
ing point for you to develop your own
to fit your situation. Part of this one
was adapted from a questionnaire used
by one of our churches. Do not re-
quire a young person to sign his name
to the questionnaire.

PART ONE

1. Do you feel that you have re-
ceived good, basic Christian edu-
cation in all the years you have
attended  Sunday  school and
church? What areas do you feel
were neglected?

Has your family life contributed

to your Christian education? In

what areas do you feel a need for
help?

3. Do you have any doubts regard-
ing your faith which bother you?
If you would like them discussed
in class, list them.

4. Do you have questions or are you
puzzled about some teachings in
the Bible? If you would like them
discussed in class, list them.

5. What areas of day-to-day life re-
lated to the Christian faith would
you like to discuss in class?

PART TWO

6. Rate the material we have used

2

in class:
a. Good, relevant
b. So-so

¢. Poor, not relevant
d. Other comments

7. Indicate how often you would like
to see the following methods used:
every week, monthly, never, oth-

er.
a. Student-led discussion

b. Teacher-led discussion

c. Teacher lecture

d. Teacher lecture followed by

discussion

e. Panel discussion by teacher
and several outside people

f. Panel discussion by several pre-
pared students.

8. What other methods would you
like to see used?

9. Do you think we should or should
not have a class opening session?
What would you like to see in-
cluded in it? Would you be willing
to participate?

10. Do you think the class should
have some social events during
the year? If so, how often? Would
you attend?

I'l. Do you feel the class should have
a project or projects to put into
practice some of the principles
we agree are good? Can you sug-
gest any? Would you participate?

12. From those of your acquaint-
ances who have not attended class
regularly, what have you heard
is their main reason?

a. Lethargy

b. Feel they have outgrown the
need for Sunday school

c. Work on Sunday

d. Other

13. Would you like to have the oppor-
tunity to serve as a teacher or
substitute teacher in the Sunday
school? If you have done this,
please comment on your experi-
ence.

14. What general comments do you
have for the betterment of our
entire program of Sunday school?
(change teachers every 2 or 3
years? other meeting room? ath-
letic program? Sunday morning
breakfasts occasionally?) Whatev-
er is on your mind, write it out

please! [

;;Wiih my Mom away for a few days, my Dad's
oing the cooking and we've sta '

rt i
Grace again."” = g

13



THE SPIRIT OF
CHRISTMAS

esident o
by Mrs. Jeanette Stein. f’rl_ !
the W.M.U., Winnipeg, Ma

Winter in the northern szr,l“ E';,,.lmlr
continent is not a very pled: .,n'dl;on‘
The days are short and cold Ll bo?'
versation centers around %, e'nl1p§rf1-
ture. Into this cold and dl:im};lt Sel,;l_
son there came a brillian! h% Le
Star of Bethlehem. This 1€ i i
everything bright and beats 1
fills all hearts with joy. I n:f:lf% by
otherwise unpleasant seaso" hip-
piest time of all the year-

Nearly 2,000 years ag0:
Star of Bethlehem first apP*
Judean hills echoed and ]re..eCh.OEd
with the first Christmas C"'ro-(;cltt'c‘l‘ml
sung by an angelic choir le ;gnmﬁ
peace on earth and gﬂi"‘f carol I
people. We sing this q;uﬂ"i m,.l-,“?
we gather with friends 7 (t-l. o
about our holiday firesid®” .,llmh
usher in the Christmas ‘*U"Hl‘:n-‘l:] “lh.e)'
peal out in radio. television ho(;l[ iy
choir concerts, Sunday "c.h-nunlplrf?:
grams.  Shopping centers S ”[, iy
shoppers with h:ippy ('hl‘i*”ﬂ‘l\ e

when the
ared, the
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The Star of Bethlehem illumined the
first Christmas gift ever given: God
gave his only Son. The next in line as
gift-givers were the Wise Men. Giving
is what Christmas is all about; not the
wrappings, tinsel and surprises, nec-
essarily, but the real spirit of giving.

“What shall we give for Christmas?”
is a much repeated saying. As
W.M.U. we would suggest that you
give a gift through your Women's Mis-
sionary Society. This year our Christ-
mas project is a gift to our schools
of learning; the North American Bap-
tist College at Edmonton and the sem-
inary at Sioux Falls. Give generously
and your gift will help to train young
people to shed the light in the dark
places of the earth where God's gift
would otherwise be unknown. You,
too, can help make the Star of Bethle-
hem appear to people living in dark-
ness. [

CHRISTMAS IN CHURCH
by Mrs. Sharon Woyke, missionary to
Japan.
As you look at your brightly lit Christ-
mas tree and the mounds of packages
and as you listen to the carols and eat
that huge dinner, have you ever stopped
to wonder how Christmas is celebrat-
ed in other lands? What about Japan?
We celebrated our first Christmas in
Japan in the huge city of Tokyo. In
many ways it didn't even seem like
Christmas because there wasn’t any
snow and we were so far from our
family and friends. But as we walked
through the large department stores,
we heard Christmas carols being played
over the loudspeakers and saw the
windows filled with decorations and
even an occasional Santa Claus. One
of the larger stores used a half-clothed
South Sea Island beauty as the theme
for their Christmas sales because they
wanted to “give Christmas a new im-
age.” Amid all this hustle and bustle

The Rev. and Mrs. Douglas Woyke, Joyce and
Todd.

it was sad to realize how very. very
few of these millions of people knew
the real meaning of Christmas.

After we finished language study,
we moved to the city of Tsu where we
worked with the Tsu Christian Church
and the student center near the univer-
sity. Here we learned to know and
love the Japanese people. During
the Christmas season we noticed many
of the same things here in rural Japan
that we had seen in the large city.
People were busy. There was a lot of
activity, color and sound, but little of
this had affected the lives of the people
other than in a very superficial way.

One year as invitations were being
given out for the Christmas program
in church, many people responded by
saying, “What, you celebrate Christ-
mas in church too?" This was a whole
new idea for them. To most Japanese,
Christmas is only a time to give gifts
and have parties—nothing more.

In the weeks before Christmas we try
to invite each of our English classes
into our home for a time of fellow-
ship. This gives us a chance to explain
in an informal way how and, more im-
portantly, why we celebrate Christ-
mas. Reading the Christmas story in
the Bible and having the message of
the carols explained gives new insight
into the true meaning of Christmas tO
many of our Japanese friends. What
a wonderful opportunity for us to sharé
God's love and plan of salvation with
the Japanese people. Some have made
decisions, but for most this is only &
start.  We, as your missionaries, ask
that as you enjoy this Christmas sed-
son, you might remember to pray for
the many people all over the world
who are hearing the real messagt 2
Christmas maybe for the very first time
this year. []

GRANDMA'S GIFT
by Mrs. Garene Bibelheimer, Cathay:
N.D.

When 1 was a child, our family wen!
to our grandparents’ home for Christ-
mas eve. It was a night we lonk.cd
forward to because we could play with
our cousins and it was an out-of-the
ordinary Christmas eve.

After the dishes were done, Gr“nd..
ma would pass out the hymn hook:
and gather us together for a “program-
We knew we would be called upon 1€
say the recitations we had learned for
our own Sunday school program®
First of all, we would sing »-],;;1.ppy
Birthday™ to Jesus and “What a Friend
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we Have in Jesus.” We older grand-
children would then say our recita-
tions and the younger ones would sing
“Away in a Manger.” Following the
program Grandma always had a long
prayer in which she prayed for each
one of us. What an unusual Christ-
mas eve: no Christmas tree, no pres-
ents, just remembering the birthday of
Jesus and praying that others would
come to know him too.

Poor Grandma, I thought. She
missed the joy of the Christmas season.
But praise the Lord, Grandma hadn’t
missed the joy of Christmas and one
by one her children and grandchildren
are discovering this same joy of Christ-
mas that lasts 365 days of the year—
Jesus. Thank you Lord for Granq-
ma's gift to me, a Christian inheri-
tance. I've really found that Jesus is
the joy of living. [

AN INTERVIEW WITH CORRIE

TEN BOOM

by Mrs. Pat Meinerts, missionary 10
Cameroon.

Editor's Note: Our missionaries, the
Rev. and Mrs. Oryn G. Meinerts of
Bamenda, Cameroon, Africa, attend-
ed the International Congress on World
Evangelization in Switzerland in 1974.
At this  conference, Mrs. Meinerts
(Pat) was privileged to have !.hi’
unique experience of an interview with
Corrie ten Boom, whose book, The
Hiding Place, has been a best seller.
Pat says, “It was tremendous to be able
to talk with her, and 1 thought perhaps
the Baptist Herald readers might like
to share in the experience.” Thanks,
Pat, fjor thinking of ns!

“"Have you time to breathe?” Corrie
ten Boom laughed as she answered
my question about not having time
for personal devotions with her own
question. )

“You do not say, ‘I go on breathing
When I have time, no,’ " she contin-
ted, “but praying and reading the Bi-
le are like breathing. You need the
air, the real divine air that comes only
from the Bible, and 1 think when you
are really seeing that the Bible is what

call my checkbook, you know, all
the promises of the Bible are \‘-’}'Iileﬂ
on your name and my name and signed
by Tesus Christ from the first moment
that you received him as Savior. Thcrc
are  boundless resources all available
in the Bible, but we must just pluck
the fryjts.”
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These words of truth came from a
Dutch woman, now over eighty years
old, who has no plans for dying. Al-
ready the author of 11 books, Corrie
ten Boom is currently working on two
more.

Since 1944, when Corrie was released
from the concentration camp where
she had been imprisoned for hiding
Jewish people, she has traveled around
the world telling of the triumphs that
can be made over hate, fear and dis-
courage through Christ. She says,
“There is no pit so deep and no dark-
ness so black that the love of Jesus
Christ and his power cannot triumph
over it."”

Her book, The Hiding Place, rte-
lates her wartime experiences. It has
recently been filmed by World Wide
pictures.

Miss ten Boom was a featured speak-
er at the recent International Congress
on World Evangelization where 1 had
a chance to interview her. In this
age of Women's Liberation, she is a
woman well known by thousands on
every continent. Thus I asked her
what rights she expects as a woman.

Again she laughed as she answered:
“I have lost all my rights at Calvary.”
More seriously she added, “When Jesus
died at the cross, and we know that
we have to die with him and we died
with him, we have no rights.”

Her final advice to us was a word
that Paul said when he was in a ter-
rible prison chained to guards. “He
said a very hopeful and joyful thing,”
she said, “and 1 have experienced ex-
actly the same as Paul when I was in
a prison where 95,000 women were
killed or died, including my sister. 1
can say with Paul, I count everything
as loss compared to the possession of
the priceless privilege, the overwhelm-
ing preciousness, the surpassing worth
and supreme advantage of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, and of progres-
sively becoming more deeply and inti-

Corrie ten Boom

mately acquainted with him. He never
fails and he brings us in contact with
an ocean of God’s love.” []

PROGRAM IDEA
FOR DECEMBER

by Adeline Kopf,
packet editor.

One of our Cameroon missionaries,
Marie Hoepner, guides our Christmas
thoughts to “Gift Giving.” You will
find her interpretation of this theme
a very meaningful Christmas service.
Our triennial theme continues with a
devotional called, “A time of Peace.”

If your ladies wish to participate in
the New Year's Eve service, why not
present the short dialogue, “News to
Nora™? It has a touch of humor and
a very timely message as well.

OUR
CHRISTMAS
PROJECT

by LaVerna Mehlhaff, woman's work
director

Jesus was an advocator of education
by example. He spent three years
teaching twelve disciples. His curricu-
lum was of the best with theological
and practical training for his students.
His teaching was effective: it produced
results, It was said of the disciples
that they turned the world upside down
with their doctrine. (Acts 17:6)

At this Christmas season as we think
of the birth of Christ and as we think
of his life, might that be the motiva-
tion which will cause us to whole-
heartedly undergird our December
project of financial support for our
two educational institutions, the North
American Baptist College and the
North American Baptist Seminary.
Both of these schools are dedicated to
the training of students for the spread-
ing of the “Good News of Salva-
tion.” []
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The conference participants came in cars, trailers, and campers.
Many reported of unforgettable tour experiences when they drove
through the beautiful Rocky Mountains.

Building
Family

Understanding &=

The children group with their leader, Mrs. Darlene Ramus, deeply in-
volved in the study of God's greatness as revealed in nature.

Dr. Vernon Grounds, President of Conservative

Baptist Seminary, Denver, Colorado, spoke to
the group for several evenings about the
problems of life today.

One of the many discussion groups where everybody could participate.  Wherever Baptists get together there is also music.
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by Henry G. Ramus

Family Conference Coordinator

A new understanding of the family was experienced

at the N.A.B. Family Conference, held Aug, 17-24, 1974,

at the Y.M.C.A. of the Rockies, Estes Park,

Colorado. There were 252 registered adults, youth and

children. Three principle speakers, all cxperts in the

field of family relationships, shared in the

conference theme, “Building Family Understanding”.
IThe week long program was launched following

dmne'r S'aturday night with singspirations, )

funspl_ratlons and information with Dr. Herbert Pankratz

of Chicago, IIl., as music coordinator and song leader:

the.Rcv. Mervin Kramer of Arvada, Colo., as M.C. and ,th

assistance of Gordon Bauslaugh of Buriin:!ton Ont )

and thc? Rev. V}i]ctor Gunst of Aurora, Cotlo. ]’arovic;ed

entertainment through so z

closing challenge, : . i, PHRFCE shiows &g
Following the Bible study hour Sund

first of the three speakers, Dr. Vernon

president of the Conservative Baptic i :

in Denver, spoke on the subject?e}gt)glgzzg:?;gemmary

Problems. Too”. On the three evenings of. M;)ndg

Tuesday and Wednesday, he shared on the f()l[()}i);‘ing

The Rev. Henry G. Ramus was Family
Coordinator. He serves the North An;e
Baptist General Conference
director.

4y morning the
C. Grounds,

Conference
rican
as leadership education
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subjects: “Helping My Family Live Its Faith—an
Assignment for Parents (Mon.),—an Assignment for
Children (Tues.), and “A Test Question for Christian
Families.”

Sunday and Thursday evenings, Professor H. Norman
Wright, associate professor of Psychology at Biola
College and Talbot Seminary in La Merida, Calif.,
spoke on “Characteristics of a Christian Family” and
“Our Emotions and Our Family Life.” On the mornings,
of Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, Prof. Wright, in
a seminar approach, with discussion and interaction
groups, presented these subjects: “What Am 1 Getting
Out Of My Marriage and What Am | Putting
Into 1t?”; “Communication: Biblical Principles of Talking
and Listening”; “Parents arec Their Youth— a Teem for
Family Enrichments.” On the latter theme, the
youth joined in with the adults to share the subject.

The third main speaker was Dr. Ernie Zimbelman,
the newly appointed Associate Professor in Pastoral
Counseling at the N.A.B. Seminary in Sioux Falls,

S.D. He shared two mornings with the youth on
“Living With Myself” and “Living With Others”. On
Friday he led the joint morning session for youth

and adults on the topic, “Building Family Nature.” _

Children, ages 6-11, had their own morning session:
called “Discovering Missions” with Dr. and Mrs. Richard
Schilke representing Brazil, the Rev. Fred Folkerts,
representing Cameroon, the Rev. and Mrs, Doug
Woyke of Japan and the Rev. and Mrs, Kenneth Goodmd™
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Nigeria. Simultancous group-graded sessions were held
for primaries and juniors with the resource

leaders alternating so that all children were exposed to
the study of each of our mission fields.

A few extras in the form of electives were also
enjoyed by many as part of the program, such as the
special family film, “My Son, My Son™
after the Wednesday evening service, or the excellent
slides on Japan presented Thursday after lunch by
the Rev. and Mrs, Doug Woyke. The family cook-out
Thursday evening was fully enjoyed by all, as was the
Fireside Service. Earlier in the week the people .
could choose between a “‘Conference Sharing Session”,
led by the Rev. John Binder, stewardship and '
communications secretary, and the Rev. Bruce Rich,
general director, Church Ministries Department, .an.d
Dr. Richard Schilke, general secretary of the Missions
Department, or they could .
attepnd a session ony“Personul Estate Planning” led by
the Rev. Alfred Weisser, Estate Planning counselor.

Family Cluster Day on Tuesday for many Wwas
highlight of the week. For that day EHEe: wes: I
Structural program events until the evening.

Early in the weck each family was encouraged to f
enlist in one of the limited Family Clu.stcrs made up 0
five complete family units. Once their .clusterlgro\:r;: was
complete each group was free (0 organize tlj(:lrlo
activities for Family Cluster Day .Many ordLre.( R

box lunches and spent the day hiking and touring

the
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the beautiful mountain trails, taking in many
of God’s wonderspots.

Another highlight was the final evening under the
theme, “The Family Understanding Missions.”
Missionaries and those who represented certain
mission fields were dressed up in gala colored native
dress typical of the missionary country they
represented. The Rev. Fred Folkerts, associate secretary
for Overseas Missions, dressed in a Cameroonian robe,
was the coordinator and M.C. of the evening.

The Rev. and Mrs. Douglas Woyke in Japanese

dress, shared the challenge of “Families and Missions in
Japan.” The Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Goodman,

in Nigerian dress, impressed us with our ministry in
Nigeria. Dr. and Mrs. Richard Schilke, general secretary
of missions, representing Brazil and dressed
accordingly, shared about family ministry and missions
in that country. A missionary offering in the

amount of $1,017.05 was received that evening.

In all, it was a fitting climax to a week of building
family understanding. Throughout the week the
program offercd help for familics to understand
themselves better.

Yes, a new understanding of the family was
experienced by many at the N.A.B. Family Conference.
It was a blessed event. The lament Kept recurring
however upon the lips of many was why there were not
more of our people present to enjoy the good things
of the Family Conference. [

17



job desc

riptions...training

Today's ministry has undergone rapid
change and expansion during the past
several decades.

Now to the pastor and missionary you
can add the clinical psychologist .
religious journalist . . . church G
administrator . . . cam
radio and TV technician . _ . and a

whole list of other church-related
occupations.

And what's more . . . most of these

career opportunities are g
en to
men and. women. P Poth

It's easy to find out more about
careers which lie close to your
Interests and abilities . . . and God's

Pus evangelist . . .

mission in the world . . . by writing to
North American Baptist Seminary,
1605 S. Euclid Ave., Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, 57105.. . . or by dialing
1-605/336-6588. Ask for Donald N.

Miller and the Listing on Church
Occupations.

North
American
Baptist
Seminary

1605 South Euclid Ave.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57105

requirements.

a%s D@h
into

DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP SKILLS

Perhaps you have recently been ap-
pointed to a position of leadership in
your church: your desire is to do the
best job possible. You may know just
what your new position requires of
you, but you may have some questions
about how to go about getting it done.
On the other hand, you may have
had leadership responsibility for a num-
ber of years and because of this ex-
perience, you feel that there might be
a better way of doing things.

Your effectiveness as a leader de-
pends to a large extent upon the peo-
ple with whom you work. The follow-
ing factors, compiled by Lawrence J.
Taylor and E. J. Niederfrank, Exten-
sion Rural Sociologist, will help you
to see the other person’s point-of-view.
As you read this, think about how
many of these needs your style of
leadership secks to meet.

Basic Needs of People in Groups

F(?r leaders and officers to keep in
mind,

Leader, if you want my loyalty, in-
terest and best efforts as a group mem-
ber, you must take into account the
fact that

L. T need a sense of belonging.

a. A feeling that no one objects
to my presence.
b. A feeling that 1 am sincerely
welcome.
¢. A feeling that T am honestly
needed for my total self, not
just for my hands, my money,
2 etc. )
2. 1 need to have a share in plan-

S ——

'‘Adapted from Personnel Manage:
"ent Process: Human Resources Ad-
Ministration, Third Edition, by chdcl‘l
]'(');:41'0[15:]1. HL)L|g}1t()[1.h’§i[ﬂiﬂ Cofn:lp;ilrlll\ﬁ-
e Used by permission of the
ishers,
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ning the group goals. (My need
will be satisfied only when I feel
that my ideas have had a fair
hearing.)

3. I need to feel that the goals are
within reach and that they make
sense to me.

4. 1 need to feel that what I'm doing
contributes to human welfare—that
its value extends beyond the group
itself. (Editor's note: A Chris-
tian will need to feel that what
he is doing contributes to spiritual
welfare, extending beyond the
group itself, a prime objective
of Christian education.)

5. I need to share in making the
rules of the group—the rules by
which together we shall live and
work toward our goals.

6. I need to know in some clear de-
tail just what is expected of me
so that 1 can work confidently.

7. 1 need to have responsibilities
that challenge, that are within
range of my abilities, and that
contribute toward reaching our
goals.

8. I need to see that progress is be-
ing made toward the goal we
have set.

9. 1 need to be kept informed. What

"~ I'm not up on, I may be down on.

10. 1 need to have confidence in our
leader—confidence  based  upon
assurance of consistent fair treat-
ment, of recognition when it is
due and trust that loyalty will
bring increased sccurit_\:.

In brief, the situations in which 1 may

find myself as a member must make
sense o Me rcgurdlcss of how much
sense it makes to the leader.

Now let's take a look at .whulwlihc

bring to his job. The

lcader should 0 '
adapted from The Per-
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sonnel Management Process: Human
Resources Administration by Samuel
French. Although written for secular
use, many of these factors are per-
fectly valid in a church situation and
can be considered from a Christian
point-of-view.

“Effective leadership is a multidi-
mensional matter, involving attention
to a wide variety of factors. The fol-
lowing picture of the effective leader
is found to emerge from the research.
Although it is an imposing list and per-
haps should be considered a picture
of the ‘ideal’ leader, who may exist
only in theory, the reader will notice
that many of these items either over-
lap or are mutually reinforcing. They
are thus more realistic than might ap-
pear at the first glance. However, it
should be recognized that much of the
behavior listed below will depend upon
whether the leader’s superiors and the
broader organization will permit or en-
courage such behavior, or both.
Characteristics:

—Is technically competent enough
to do some instruction and to de-
velop more efficient methods

—Is free enough from neurotic ten-
dencies to enable him to make
decisions readily, to get along well
with people and to behave in the
pattern pictured below.

—Is interested in his leadership role
and enjoys being a leader.

—Has a strong drive to get things
done.

Behavior:
A. In terms of attitudes toward sub-
ordinates:

—Asserts his leadership.

—Has confidence in his subor-
dinates and conveys this confi-
dence.

—Is permissive in terms of being
approachable and friendly.

—Is eager to help subordinates to
be more effective and works at
removing obstacles to achieve-
ment.

—In dealing with subordinates, is
emotionally supportive and is
careful to avoid ego-threatening
behavior. )

B. In terms of participation:

—Permits subordinates to have lat-
itude in the solution of work
problems where the subordinate’s
ingenuity can result in gains and
where standardization in method
1s not imperative.

—Permits and encourages partici-
pation in the development of
methods to achieve enterprise
poals.

(Continued on page 28)
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F JUMP! ..

The first two articles (Luther, Please
Shout Again and Hallelujah, I'm Not
Healed) were designed to arouse con-
cern for the urgent need to reaffirm the
foundation of firm conviction that the
Bible is God’s final authority for men
today. With this in mind, let’'s exam-
ine some aspects of faith in the Scrip-
tures.

PRESIDENT FORD’S ACT OF
FAITH

The word “faith” (pistis) is used

about 244 times in the New Testament.
It is basically used with reference to
one of two areas: either a system of
intelligent theology or an action. Both
will be expanded Iater,
_ Thc_question. “What is faith?” is as
impossible to answer as the question,
t‘What is love?” All that can really be
identified is what it is or what it does
Faith itself must be accepted on the
basis that we all experience it. Even
an a.rdent atheist lives by his faith in
nothmg as regarding a supernatural
Faith, itself, then, need not bhe d‘e;
fended—only understood properly

_God wanted to be sure that our.sin-
distorted logic would not lead us to
wrong conclusions about this lVl't‘ll
wqrq; therefore, he described it wi{h
striking precision in Hebrews 111, 1t
regds, “Now faith is the substancc; of
things hoped for, the evidence of thj
not seen.”

Let’f; plunge immediately into an -
Iustratlo_n and work from there. Presj-
dent Nixon announced his resignation
to the nation about fourteen hours be-

ngs

The .Rev. Ron Susek is the founder and
president of CONTINENTAL CHRIS-
TIAN CRUSADES, INC., in York Pa
:Hzc September 1974 issue of the I:I?AP-'
TIST HERALD contained an extensive
biographical write-up on the author
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fore it took effect. Mr. Gerald Ford
would not be the president for four-
teen more hours. His faith, however,
in the promise of Mr. Nixon’s resig-
nation and in the promise of the Amer-
ican system could rightly cause him
to say. “I am the President”. In fact,
his faith was so great that he wrote
his acceptance speech long before the
12 hour swearing-in.

_F.’..lith, then, is a motivating force
within man. It gives him the incredi-
ble ability to conduct himself through
the present with complete confidence

that a futuristic promise will assuredly
be fulfilled.

GET INTO THE RIGHT BOAT

At the beautiful Hume Lake Bible
C_onfercnce I watched six teenagers
pile into a row boat and paddle away
from the dock. The boat kept riding
lower and lower in the water. It was
soon obvious that it was sinking. Soon,
the boat disappeared and six heads
were bobbing in the water.,

When they got into the boat. all six
were exercising complete faith that the
boat would carry them. What went
wrong? The object of their faith (the
boat) was inadequate. No matter how
great their faith (or their rowing) the
boat stil] submerged.

There are  numerous boats into
which men climb by faith which are
full of holes and will surely sink. To
name some of them would be the boats
of hL_lrpanism, secularism, materialism
skepticism, atheism, etc. Other bc;ats:
have holes not quite so obvious, Peol-
ple are encouraged to enter them b
wolyes n sheep's clothing. ’
hisf:}\;zr): n}an_ is responsible to examine
o heladl t U is imperative that the boat
Do ogether_ by sound doctrine.
_ ever get into a boat unless you
4re sure it is of God,
corl:rzlctth’ht}-‘en‘ onl‘y works if it is in the
of oat. Let's call this the object

aith. It is the whar of belief. Tt is

this aspect of faith which we refer to
when we ask someone, “Of what faith
are you?” We are requesting what in-
telligent system of theology they hold
by faith.

The only way any person can be
sure of his boat is to be a determined
student of the Bible. The reason is
that it is impossible to know God with-
out a solid knowledge of the Bible.

Every human attempt to design an
intelligent understanding of the invisi-
ble God apart from the Word of God
will always result in the degraded con-
cepts of Romans 1:18-32. To say one
knows God, one must simultaneously
know Scripture.

The revelation of God in the natural
universe is expansive but not adequate.
His revelation in man is telling but not
in full. Only in the Scriptures can we
form an understandable theology that
will float us properly.

Once you have stepped into the un-
sinkable boat of correct Biblical doc-
trine (the “what” or object of faith)
then faith can get into action.

GET INTO THE BOAT AND ROW

The object of our faith must be
sound doctrine or the boat will sink.
Faith subsequently drives an active r1¢-
sponse to sound doctrine. In other
words, don’t drift docilely in the boat
of sound doctrine—GET ROWING!

James put it this way, “Even so faith.
if it hath not works, is dead, being
alone™ (James 2:7). Faith (sound
doctrine)  without active response
(rowing) is dead.

The smell of stagnation and boredom
is in the tapestry of many congrega-
tions which are hearers of the Wor_d
but not rowers. The other tragedy 15
the expenditure of great energy ToWw-
ing under the banner of Christ, but
the wrong direction. Both extremes
are rejected by Christ.

Noah heard God's word and 1€
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sponded by a faith-driven action and
built an ark. Abraham responded by
faith to a promise from God and com-
menced to travel. Abel took the faith-
motivated action of offering a better
sacrifice. True faith, then, produces
action.

FAITH IS A JUDGE

Now we see faith as an action based
upon correct doctrine. Further, the re-
sponsibility of faith is so great that
without active response to God’s com-
mands, it is impossible to please him
(Hebrews 11:6). Why is God so
touchy about the subject of faith? The
answer is given in the life of Isaac’s
mother (Hebrews 11:11). )

Sara miraculously conceived a child
when beyond the age of reproduction.
Why did God honor her this way? “Be-
cause she judged him faithful who had
promised.” ]

Let’s illustrate this principle of judg-
ing God in the following way: Suppose
your father would lead you to the edge
of a cliff and ask you to jump. The
father assures you that a net will catch
you half-way down. Further, suppose
that a misty fog makes the net 1mpos-
sible to see. Now you stand in judg-
ment against your father’s command.
If you back away from the cliff, refus-
ing to jump, no matter how n_mCh you
verbalize that you believe him, your
action of not jumping declares that you
judge him an untrustworthy person. On
the other hand, if you jump, then your
faith-action demonstrates that you
judge him trustworthy of your life and
confidence.

The greatest slap in the face on¢ can
give Deity is not to jump in response
to God's commands. Unbelief is “the
sin” of Hebrews 12:1 which so easily
besets us. Not jumping declares that
we judge God an incapable, untrusl:
worthy person. Conversely. when we
jump, we bestow the greatest honor
upon him. We judge him worthy. This
is the only way to please God (He-
brews 11:6).

CLIFF JUMPERS

Faith doesn't stand on the edge O.f
the cliff arguing with God. Tt doesn;
strap on the proverbial parachute ©
self-preservation. It jumps!

One vital note must be added hcrc:
Jumping is not blind faith. You may
not sec the net but you can Se€ the
command of a God who cannot order
4 senseless destruction. Faith only
jumps in response to a factual com-
mand from God. Otherwise the nel

Will not be there.
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There are many cliffs over which
we arc called to jump every day.
There is the cliff of righteous conduct.
It is so hard to jump because hecklers
are always there jeering. There is the
cliff of effectual fervent prayer. It’s
so hard to jump when there are so
many other demands upon your time.
The cliff of Bible study is very steep
and our minds prefer the simplistic en-
tertainment of television. It is so
tempting just to peer over the cliff of
financial investing into God's work and
then remind God we are in an eco-
nomic crisis.

Faith is so convinced that God can-
not make a mistake that it responds
throughout each day to God’s many
commands. It jumps.

LET GOD ADJUST THE NET

It is easy to jump if God has the net
of fulfillment one foot over the edge.
But what happens if God has the net
just one foot up from the bottom? We
tend to lose faith.

There are those times when God has
the net high and the fulfillment is al-
most immediate, For example, there
were the ten lepers who cried out fo
Jesus and were only moments away
from being healed. Guests at a wed-
ding feast witnessed the fastest process
of fermentation in history. Some
blind people knew only a brief jump of
faith before their walking sticks were
thrown away and the sp]cndor_of our
universe flooded through their eye-
gates.
~ God still reserves the right, however,
to adjust the net at the level of his
choosing. Read carefully the _herocs
listed in the faith hall of fame in He-
brews 11. They jumped and fell so far
that they even passed through the
transition of natural death before tbcy
hit the net. Look at it, “These all died
in faith, not having received the prom-
ises . . .° (Hebrews 11:13). For many,
the leap of faith was to take them
through torturc, murder and homeless-
ness before they hit the net (read He-
hrews 11:35-39). That is a.long fall.

Whether we are dealing with health,
wealth, or any other attainment in life,
faith does not stand on the ridge shout-
ing for God to raise the net. Faith
Sil;llﬁl}’ hears the conmm[_ul of God zlmd
jumps. It is God's business to adjust
the net for the time of fulfillment with-
in his will. .

A dear relative of mine, }\Jho sufters
perpetual pain due to a calcium growth
in his hip joints, wanted me 1o take him
to a healing service. With deep Teser-
vation 1 took him. with faith and hope

written all over his face, he limped in-
to the long line of hopefuls. The famed
healer moved through and suddenly my
relative’s big moment came—and then
passed. The result? He limped back
to the car with more pain in his heart
than in his hip.

We rode in an embarrassed silence.
I prayed for the right words. Then it
struck me. It's God’s rightful business
to adjust the net. Possibly, some psy-
chosematic illnesses were healed by the
power of suggestion. And quite pos-
sibly God chose to truly, miraculously
heal some real victims of biological dis-
order. But God cannot heal those for
whom the net was adjusted a bit lower
or his gracious working in their lives
would have been damaged.

My relative had to learn that it takes
faith to jump when the net is just over
the ridge and success only a breath
away. It takes equal faith, and perhaps
more, to jump when the net of fulfill-
ment may be so far down that you pass
through death before fulfillment.

True faith doesn’t command but ra-
ther allows God to adjust the net.

FAITH IS RELEVANT

This is the era of science and intel-
lectual explosion. God worked through
Daniel's faith during a national over-
throw. God shook the Romans during
the Pax Romana (The Reign of Peace)
through Paul’s faith. Now it's your
hour and the times are different from
any in history.

Christian teachers must courageously
teach the Scriptures as they properly
relate to every subject and not buckle
beneath the weight of secularism.

Labor and management need to
practice by faith the Biblical principle
of giving more for less before the eco-
nomic rubber band breaks.

Political leaders need to bravely ex-
ercise faith in God’s Word and lead our
nations in the ways of righteousness.

God is not about to reincarnate a
hero of faith from the past to fill your
shoes. This is your hour. Only you can
know what God would have you to be
doing by faith in your part of the
world. Keep in mind that your role
is as important as that of any Chris-
tian—past, present or future!

This hour of history desperately
needs those whose faith is so firmly
planted in God's Word that they are
prepared to lay their jobs and reputa-
tions on the line for it. The greatest
contribution any man can make to this
world is to be responding by faith to
God's commands upon his life,

Jump! [
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS

‘REPORT

by Aaron Buhler

San Jose, California, is a city with a population of over
half a million people and growing rapidly. The increase
is about 15,000 per year. At one time it was the fastest
growing city in the United States. Years ago it was
known as the “Prune Center” of the world. There are
still some prune orchards, but most of them have given
way to homes and industry.

Building construction, Car Assembly Plants, I.B.M. are
among the major industries in the area.

Five acres of land have been purchased next to a new
shopping center that is presently under construction, on
the south side of the city. Two miles farther south I.B.M.
will build another plant that will employ 2000 people,
many of whom will seek to find homes in the immediate
area of our church site and the plant.

After several months of prayer and searching we lo-
cated a meeting place. It is a small “club house” in the
center of a Town-House Complex, just two blocks from
the church site. After only eight weeks of meetings we
had a record attendance of almost 50 people. While our
space is very limited, we do have 4 Sunday school classes.
The midweek service is held at the pastor’s home on
Wednesday nights.

Through the years many North American Baptists
have moved to San Jose. Since our Conference did not
have a church here, many of these people joined other
churches where they are actively serving God. How-
ever, others apparently did not find a church to their
liking and now don’t attend at all and seem to have lost
interest in spiritual matters. We sincerely hope that our
Conference churches will inform people, who plan on
moving to San Jose, that we now have a church in this
city, and that we stand ready to serve them in the name
of Christ.

Our 13 year old son Dwight and 1 have rung many
hundreds of door bells and handed out about a thousand
Ieaﬁ.ets, letting the people of the community know that we
are in the area to serve them. Visitors come to our services
ir:tnoestwf}:]vcry Sunday,. but the real permanant growth will

€n wWe move into our new building with the neces-
sargy. Suncéay chhool facilities and chapel.
_>mee San Jose is growing so rapidly, land prices soar
church site is located. The area is sur-
The Rev. Aaron Buhler is the

. pastor of the B
Baptist Church, San Jose, California. ! e Bend
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Pastor and Mrs. A. Buhler (right) with the first two couples
holding membership: Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Brownlee (left), Mr. and
Mrs. Milton Schmierer.
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Site of the Bernal Road Baptist Church, in the heart of @ modern
housing area.

e

Home of the Aaron Buhler’s where the midweek Bible studies
are held.

rounded by beautiful hills and very desirable for family
living. For miles around there is at present no Baptist
church. Two little groups of other faiths are seeking to
get a foothold in the areca. We would like to be in on the
ground floor with a new “building” so that we might
rcach many uncommitted people with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Because the need is so urgent and the ficld so vast, we
urge our North American Baptist people to be very gen-
erous in their giving toward this project. God loves a
cheerful giver and we believe that if you can somehow visu-
alize a field about three miles by seven miles with very
little gospel witness and thousands of homes to be

reached for Christ, you will want to do a little extra.
Pray for us. [

BAPTIST HERALD

by Arthur Patzia

OUR WHITE HOUSE HORRORS

Luke 11:14-28

Much of my time this week was spent
in scanning and studying newspapers,
periodical articles and analyzing radio
and TV commentaries dealing with the
Watergate affair and other events that
led to the resignation of Richard Nixon.
Everyone is tremendously relieved
that most of the “truth™ has emerged
and that this American nightmare of
horrors has finally come to an end.

I'm sure that we as Canadians join
our fellow Americans and the entire
world in deploring and condemning
the morality of Richard Nixon and
those who were associated with the
entire Watergate mess. Commentators
and analysts unanimously criticized the
methods Richard Nixon used to run
the White House and the U.S. govern-
ment. Words such as dirty tricks, po-
litical espionage, abuse of power, ob-
struction of justice and Gestapo tac-
tics, were common. Some suggested
that Nixon campaigned by appealing
to prejudice and suspicion: that he
maliciously sustained politically moti-
vated half-truths. A commentator for
the Chicago Daily News said: “He
leaves the presidency the way he oper-
ated it—dishonestly.” The Vancouver
Sun’s Allan Fotheringham wrote: “The
only surprising thing is that anyone
1S surprised.” Fotheringham then goes
through Richard Nixon's record of
public service listing all the question-
able and shady events surrounding
Nixons infamous career. Terms such
as screw, fix, smear, cover-up, manipu-
late, slush funds, etc. were used pro-
fusely by the press to describe Nixon's
method of operation.

The press, papers. commentators, ete.
were no less malicious in attacking the
Man personally. He was referred to as
secretive, suspicious, vain, petty. obses-
SIve, prejudiced, vengeful. remote, 1m-
Secure, tense, shy. tricky. The Toronto
'}“”' put it very bluntly when it szu-?l:
‘Nixon was a bad man. An unsuit-
ahle president. A man who used to-
talitarian tactics to achieve supposedly
democratic ends.” The name. I sup-
POse, that will haunt him for the rest
Of his life is “Tricky Dick.”

My purpose is not to judge Richard

IXon or Watergate: this is not a per-
— 8
D."- Arthur Parzia is the pastor of the
Ebenezer Baptist  Church. Vancouv-
‘" B.C. He preached this sermon 10
hiy congregation on August 18, 1974
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sonal attack of the man himself; nor
am I assigning guilt to individuals
involved. However, as a Christian, and
as a pastor, I have to speak out against
apparent injustice, corruption and
crime. I also have to ask what we as
people can learn from these shocking
events. It would be sad, indeed, if the
peoples of the world could witness such
events without drawing important les-
sons from them.

Such an analysis has already begun
on a purely political or secular level.
Columnist Arthur Snider wrote that
“President Nixon’s resignation has re-
lieved the United States of a mass de-
pression . . .” (Vancouver Sun, Aug.
9/74). President Ford, in his opening
speech, noted that “Our great republic
is a government of laws and not men.”
James E. Woods comments: “Democ-
racy . . . provides a check on the ab-
solutizing of political power . . . De-
mocracy is ruled by law (justice for
all)—not by men” (Report from the
Capital. June/73).

But there has also been a whole-
some acknowledgement of the fact that
Watergate has many spiritual and
moral lessons. According to James
Wood “the need for political morality
is as great today as at any time in
American history.” “Evil,” he contin-
ues. “is no respector of nations, polit-
ical parties, persons”. John A. Huff-
man, Jr. believes that it teaches us not
to put our faith in America but to put
it in Jesus Christ (Christianity Today,
March 14/74). Some individuals, viz.
Charles Colson, have found Christ
through this. Very simply, Watergate
reinforces the fact that crime, lying
and deceit, does not pay.

My own reflections on Wntgrgutc
come from the passage of Scripture
from Lk. 11:14-28 where Jesus is in-
volved in a dialogue with some chwish
religious leaders regarding exorcism-—
or ‘the casting out of dcmc.\ns. This
Passage (1) verifies the existence of
evil and the evil nature of man. Dc:
mons. within the contextl of Jesus
teaching. rtepresent this sinister dimen-
sion of life. In this passage we are
shown that the “Kingdpm of Sa}an is
in opposition to the “Kingdom of God. _
Here Jesus is acknowledging the power
of evil and the fact that this evil can

ell within man.

d“;lllld isn’t this what Watergate has

confirmed? The lying, cheating and

covering-up; the manipulating of in-
dividuals for demonic ends; the break-
ing of all laws that deal with fairness
and decency. I agree with the To-
ronto Star that: “Richard Nixon was
a bad man . . .” He’s a sinner! But
then, aren’t we all sinners? Don’t we
all have our secret Watergates? Don’t
we all stand under the condemnation
of Scripture that “there is none righ-
teous, no not one,” and don't we all

agonize with Paul, * . .. wretched man
that I am . . . nothing good dwelleth
in me . . .” (Rom. 7). Watergate

testifies to the universal law that man
is a sinner and that he needs a savior
whether he be the President of the
United States or John Q. Public.

A second truth in this passage dem-
onstrates: (2) We are all subject to
being overcome or defeated. The di-
alogue between Jesus and the Jewish
leaders has some interesting logic in
verses 15-23. Jesus cast out a demon
which brought amazement from the
crowd. But his enemies said that he
does this by the power of Beelzebub,
the prince of demons. However, the
Jews believed that when a rabbi or
Jew delivered anyone from possession
of the devil it was a sign that God
worked through that person. And so
to attribute Jesus’ exorcisms to Satan
would implicate the Jewish leaders as
well. This, retorts Jesus in verse 17,
would amount to a divided Kingdom
whose end is doomed by destruction.

However, the beauty of this passage
is that no matter what forces may
permeate one's life, there is a stronger
force which can drive evil away. This
is the picture in verses 21-22. A strong
man guards his own palace; his goods
are in peace. But now, in the person
of Jesus, there is someone stronger or
more powerful. Jesus' casting out of
the demon shows that he is greater
than evil; it is a demonstration of the
working of the Kingdom of God.

I see in Richard Nixon a man. who
like all of us, is subject to spiritual
and personal defeat. The smears. ma-
nipulation, fixing, cover-up: the dishon-
esty, vengeance, foul language., obses-
sions, etc. all indicate that he was not
immune from the forces of evil. And
this sin had a way of growing and fes-
tering until it reached the point where
it could not be denied. Commentators
spoke about the “web™ which

en-
tangled the President. Each

misdeed
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required its own cover-up; one lie led
to 1000 lies.

One of the most provocative and
incisive reviews was by Wm. Greider
of Washington (cf. Sun, Aug. 9). Mr.
Greider's title read “Ghost of Secret
Self Undid Him.” He talks about Nixon
as a “modern King Lear who raged
magnificently at the storm around him
but who lacked Lear’s grandeur . . . a
man whose whispered thoughts in pri-
vate were of revenge, a battle to be
fought and won, no quarter given . . .
a man crippled by his malevolence . . .
feeding stale resentments . . . in pri-
vate, this man of steel turned out to
be malleable and tarnished.

But this is something that happens
to all of us. Sin is always seeking an
opportunity for mastery or victory.
Our lives are often the “habitations of
dragons.” It may be very easy for us
to sit back and cast stones at a fallen
man—and perhaps even give him a
kick while he’s down. In our self-
righteousness we say—"shame, shame”
—"throw the book at him”—*"jail him."
But all the time we are pointing our
finger at him we ourselves stand ac-
cused. What about our secret sins
private Watergates, personal cover-
up’s? What about our breaking of pub-
lic laws, misrepresentations, guilt by
associations, and the compromising of
our integrity? Do we cheat “a little”
on income tax, at border crossings
(Customs), on company time? Dad,
do you instruct your secretary to get
rid of a phone caller, by saying “Tell
him I'm not in”? And mom, do you
tell the children to inform the door-to-
door salesman that “mommy isn’t home
now™? These things are no worse in
principle than the things we accuse
Nixon of. Greider again asks: “If
Richard Nixon was so evil, after all,
can the rest of us be so good? If he
was a mean spirited leader then who
chose him? If Nixon reflected authen-
tic popular values, then perhaps he
showed Americans a coarse picture of
themselves, one we would rather not
face.”

Is it much different with us and in
the Christian church? Aren't our
churches full of Christians who harbor
feelings of vengeance, unforgiveness,
hatred—those petty things which dis-
rupt the fellowship of God’s people and
make the work of the Lord inopera-
tive; sin, which eats and eats and fin-
ally paralyzes and destroys. Yes, there
is a monster within each of us, We
don’t have to look to Nixon. When
certain self-righteous Jeaders brought
a sinful woman to Jesus. he replied:
“Let him who is without sin among
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you be the first to throw a stone at
her . . . and when they heard it they
went away one by one” (John 8:1-12).
Paul is no less concerned in 1 Cor.
10:12 when he writes: “Therefore let
anyone who thinks that he stands take
heed lest he fall” (cf. also 2 Pet. 3:
17).

But the story of the demon contin-
ues. In verses 24-27 Jesus teaches a
third truth: (3) There is no neutrality
in the Christian Life. There is no such
thing as an empty soul. Demons, once
they were driven out of a man's life,
sought another refuge or habitation.
The common belief of the day was that
they would wander around in the desert
(“waterless places seeking rest”). But
the demon returns to his former home;
he finds the man’s life empty, unoc-
cupied and brings seven other demons
with him. One can almost imagine the
delight of this demon—"“Hey boys—
over here—here’s a good prospect

. I've tried him before . . . he
won't give us much trouble.”

This, from what I've been able to
discover, is part of the great tragedy
of Mr. Nixon. Wm. Greider com-
mented that “Each time he tried to slay
the dragon, it grew another head and
came charging back with new fire.”
And my great personal disappointment
about Nixon is that he has not pub-
lically admitted his sin. There was no
admission of wrongdoing, no acceptance
of personal responsibility. The issue
is much deeper than mistakes or er-
rors of judgment, as Nixon indicated
in his resignation speech. Greider
again analyzes that “To tell the truth
meant to reveal his weaknesses, to con-
fess the White House fears and inse-
curities, to cut away the petty hatreds
and tribal loyalties which led him deep-
er and deeper into the muck.” Senator
Mark Hatfield makes a similar obser-
vation when he writes: “For the poli-
tician . . . confession becomes equated
with  weakness.” (Report from the
Capital June/73). What would have
happened if honesty rather than de-
ception would have prevailed; rruth,
rather than misrepresentation;  for-
giveness rather than hatred; love, rather
than vengeance: confession rather than
cover-up? You see, when evil is driven
out, it has to be replaced by good.
Neutrality invites danger. Any alco-
h_olic knows that he has to replace
his alcohol with something helpful and
constructive or else he is in danger of
returning to his former sin. The de-
mon returns with seven others: “The
last state of that man becomes worse
than the first” (v. 26). It is not enough
to escape from the rule of Satan: one

must come under the rule of God.

Friends, here is a warning to fill our
life with something positive. Try the
fruit of the Spirit, or the character of
Christ. In Phil. 4:8-9 Paul writes:
“Finally, brethren, whatever is rrue,
whatever is honorable . . . just . . .
pure . . . lovely . . . gracious, if there
is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy or praise, think about these
things. What you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me,
do; the God of peace will be with you.”

And finally, (4) We discover an im-
plicit call to obedience (v. 28). I,ullcc
gives us a picture of this woman 1n
the crowd who had witnessed 'the
exorcism., Here she comes crying:
“Blessed is the womb that bore you
and the breasts that you sucked.” In
her eyes, Jesus is so wonderful that
she praises the mother who gave him
birth. But Jesus answers that there is
something far more wonderful than
one’s paternal relationship to his
mother. It's far more important to be
instructed by Him and to be obedient
to the Word of God preached by Him.
Spiritual relationship to Him is of
much greater importance than natural
relationship  (Geldenhuys, Luke p.
331). “Blessed rather are those who
hear the word of God and keep it.”
Either we obey God or we are in ser-
vitude and bondage to the spirit of
evil. In Nixon—and I hasten to add—
in each of us, we can also hear echoes
of our Lord’s words: “Why do you call
me Lord, Lord and do not the things
I say” (LK. 6:46). Jesus demands
obedience!

White House Horrors—YES! But
history has a way of repeating itself;
every day has the potential of becom-
ing another Watergate in our own life.
What are you and I doing about our
White House horrors? []

CHOOSING AN EXECUTOR . ..
(Continued from page 9)

sasinated, it was discovered that he
had named his deceased brother, John
Kennedy, as executor of his will.
Another matter relating to your ex-
ecutor concerns the records which he
will need from you. It will be of no
help when we die. It could even save
you money by having adequate records.
To assist you in determining neces-
sary records and documents which your
executor will need from you, we have
a booklet for this purpose, “What You,lj
Executor Will Need From You.
Please feel free to use the coupon on
this page to receive your free copy
at no charge or obligation to you. [J
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Rappuhn, members
of Startup Baptist Church, observed
their 50th wedding anniversary on
Aug. 29, 1974.

ELSMERE, DEL. Sunday, Aug 4,
marked a milestone at First Baptist
Church. Our retiring pastor, the Rev.
W. C. Damrau, extended the hand .of
fellowship to six new members in-
cluding our new pastor, the Rev. H. I
Freeman. That afternoon Rev. Free-
man was installed at a special service
in which our area secretary, Rev. R.
Kern, brought the message. ‘A]so par-
ticipating were visiting mmlsters qnd
lay  delegates from  neighboring
churches. .

In March of 1973, after various
difficulties, the small, remaining group
of members decided to disband and
turn the property over 10 North
American Baptist, Inc. However, Dr.
R. Schilke, Rev. R. Kern, and the
local mission secretary, Rev. H. J.
Freeman, felt that there were Oppor-
tunities for a good evangelical testi-
mony in this locality. Upon learning
that Rev. W. C. Damrau was retiring
as pastor of Winton Road Baptist
Church, Rochester, New York, they
invited him to Elsmere for one year in
order to revive the work. .

Pastor Damrau began with a visita-
tion ministry and was aided by TL‘E:m
2 of God's Volunteers. On Feb. 24,
1974, we were able to organize &
church with 27 charter members. The
first baptism service Wwas held on
Palm Sunday when onc teenager am!
two adults followed in this act of
obedicnce, On July 31 Pastor Damrau
linished his ministry here. '

Our membership has grown to 41;
all but three are adults and more than
half are new pcople. Others are zlt-‘
tending and some have indicalgd they
Wish to join. (Mary N. Smith, re-
porter.)

LA CROSSE, WIS. During August.
Bible Baptist Church had four Back
Yard Bible Clubs in various parts of
-4 Crosse. Sixteen decisions for
Christ were made. Several ijour
church Jadies will be starting Good
News Clubs this fall.

Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Hussman, of Bur-
“ﬂgtun, la., were with us for an cve-
Ning of sacred music.

Two of the Campus Crusaders at-
tending gur church, were on summet
group assignments: Julie to Hawail,
and Janet to Virginia. Another Cam-
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OUR GONFERENGE IN AGTION

pus Crusader, Chris, attended Moody
Bible Institute for one year. Mr. John
Samb is continuing his studies_ at
Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville,
Ky.

yS\evcral of our teaching staff plan to
attend the I.C.L. Seminar, during
September, in St. Paul, Minn. The
Rev. Frederick Sweet is the pastor of
the church. (Hiram Phillips, reporter.)

WELLMAN LAKE, MAN. Our
Northern Manitoba Baptist Tri-Union
camp ended a successful campi_ng
season. Camps were well staffed with
excellent speakers and teachers. Eaph
camp was well attended. The .:iumor
camp had the best attendance with 60
campers plus staff and our cooks.
This year we introduced a numbct: c!f
new activities which helped our disci-
plinary and educational program. An
interesting crafts program was also in-
troduced. The most important part at
the program is to lead young people to
personal decisions for Christ and to
make new and meaningful commit-
ments. It was one of our best camping
seasons. (Rev. Henry F. Boubchc.k.
pastor of the First Czech. Baptist
Church, Minitonas, Man.)

CAMROSE, ALTA. Fellowship Bap-
tist Church was honored to have Dr.
and Mrs. David Grabke with us Sl_m-
day. Sept. 8. The Gra_bkcs are going
to serve in Banso Hospital, Camcroap.
A commissioning service was held in
the afternoon. Ardis Ziolkowsky aqd
Dr. and Mrs. Johnson, former mis-
sionaries from Cameroon vand several
pastors from the surrounding area at-
e the service.

lms;;dny of our youth followed the Lord
i aptism in June.

" I;IIF; Graham associate, Ralph‘ Bell,
led the Central Alberta Crusade in our
city. (G. Waterston, reporter.)

EMERY, S.D. The Rev. Charles M.
Hiatt was ordained at the Emery Bap-
tist Church on Sunday, Sept. 1. The
ordination message and the charge to
the church and cund_idate were deliv-
ered by Dr. Roy Sc1bcl.‘ professor at
N.A.B. Seminary and a former pastor
of the Emery church. Others also par-
ticipated in the service. An offering
was taken for the pastoral library.
Rev. Hiatt graduated from N.A.B,
Seminary and received a M. Div. de-
orce. He attended the University of
Northern Colorado for two years _-.md
received a B.A. degree from Sioux
Falls College.
[d:l{&is(‘\lxl'?l%: is the former Janelle

Wacker, and they have a three-year-
old son, Timothy. The Rev. and Mrs.
Hiatt have been serving the Emery
church since June 16. A short dedica-
tion service was also held for the
newly installed carpet in the sanctuary
and foyer area. )

Serving as youth leader and choir
director for this year is Jim Arend§.
Jim is a student at the N.A.B. Semi-
nary. (Mrs. Leland Terveen, reporter.)

VANCOUVER, B.C. The Ebenezer
Baptist Church welcomed the Director
of Christian Education, Marvin Busv:an-
ius, on Sunday Aug. 25, 1974. During
the evening service Marvin and Priscilla
were given words of welcome byl Ron
Bismeyer, Sunday school superinten-
dent, Don Sauer of the Deaconate, and
Hildegard Gertz, president of the Mis-
sionary Guild. Special music was pre-
sented by a ladies trio, followed by a
time of fellowship. Marvin and Priscilla
have been with us since the beginning
of August. (Dorothy Konnert, re-
porter.)

PARMA HEIGHTS, OHIO There is
a newness about the staff at Parma
Heights Baptist Church that’s refresh-
ing: new pastor, new bridegroom, new
father. New pastor is the Rev. John
Thielenhaus; new bridegroom is the
Rev. El Roy Pankow, who is also new
director of Christian Education and
Music; new father is the Rev. Gary
Vossler.

“We Bid Thee Welcome,” the con-
gregation sang, as the Rev, John
Thielenhaus walked down the aisle of
Parma Heights Baptist Church to be in-
stalled as its new pastor, Sept. 1, 1974.
In his response following the installa-
tion service. Rev. Thielenhaus shared
this motto: “When 1 try, 1 fail: when 1
trust: he succeeds.” His communion
meditation was entitled, “God’s Master-
piece,” describing God's Son, whose
death on Calvary was voluntary, vi-
carious, and victorious. At ga i‘ecep-
tion in July, welcoming the Rev. and
Mrs. El Roy Pankow, the church ex-
pressed support and enthusiasm. Apain
this was the case at the reception held
for the Rev. and Mrs. John Thielen-
haus and their two children. (Mrs
Christa Eckert. reporter.) N

SIOUX FALLS, SD. T
Mrs. Walter Hoffman
dell and Warren,
members of the

he Rev. ang
and sons, Wen-
were welcomed by
Northside ;

" Baptis
Church on Aug. 4, 1974, In the LE\‘.;l
ning a reception was held in th dir
honor under the moder ol

ation of Gerald

28



OUR CONFERENCE IN ACTION

Rezac. Welcomes were given by rep-
resentatives of various organizations of
the church, Rev. and Mrs. Hoffman
responded. A time of fellowship fol-
lo‘tm?d the service. We also had the
privilege of having Sounds of Joy, a
group of young people from our Asso-
clation, presenting us with a musical
program. The offerings received at
these services are designated for the
church extension work of the Moun-
tain View Baptist Church in Spearfish,
S.D. (Louise C. Westerman, reporter.)

ST. CATHARINES, ONT. The Lake-
shore Baptist Church held its dedication
service for their newly constructed
place of worship on Sunday, June 16,
1974. A Saturday evening supper and
get-together was held for the church
members  and  people from other
churches in the area who had volun-
teered their time and skills to the
building of the church. Some came
tr(?m_ other denominations: Mennonite,
Missionary, Presbyterian and Roman
Catholic and some were Americans
who came from the Baptist churches of
Buﬁ"a_lo, NY. It is an international
and interdenominational effort,

'Unfortunately the Rev. Wilfred
Dickau, who had worked unbelievably
hard to build the church membership
and to errect the building was taken
ill on the Saturday afternoon before
th'e dedication ceremony and was ad-
mitted to the hospital. Happily the
Sunday dedication and the Saturday
supper both were carried off smoothly
and successfully due to the careful
plans made by Pastor Dickau before he
became sick, and the fine job done by
Deacon John Kokot who had to step
quickly into the breach. The Rev.
Everett Barker of Forest Park, III.. pre-
sented the dedicatory sermon. The
Re\_f.. W. Kerber and the Rev. W.
Qunrmg also took part. Congratula-
tons and prayers for continued suc-
cess were received from every church
in the Eastern Association.

lWe are happy to report that Pastor
chkgu Is out of the hospital and recu-
perating.  He soon again will be able to
lead the_ church on its way to do great
wgrks in the service of the Lord
(George Barratt, reporter.) ‘

WETASKIWIN ALTA. On Aug. 1]
the Calvary Baptist Church witnc.sch
the recommissioning service for Ben‘z-md
Freda Strohschein. who are returnin
to the_ir work in Chad. Africa. ¢
stonaries. The service was conducted
by the Rev. Stuart Gunzel, deputation
sccretary, Western  Canada of the
Evangelical  Alliance Mission.  After

as mis-
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the service a lunch was served in
honor of the Strohscheins. (Mrs. Don
MacKay, reporter.)

CHICAGO, ILL. The Foster Avenue
Baptist Church celebrated Pentecost.
Pastor Eldon Schroeder spoke on,
“Spirit of Power Is Come.” Dr. Her-
bert Pankratz, director of music and
choir director, composed an anthem
especially for this day, entitled, “The
Day Of Pentecost.” The Rev. and Mrs.
Merle E. Brenner of the First Baptist
Church in Elk Grove, Calif., were
present during the morning service.
The?y attended the commencement for
their son, Carl, who graduated from
Wheaton College. The church thanked
Carl for the two years in which he
helped with the youth groups and pre-
sented him with a token of apprecia-
tion.

The church also honored young
people who were graduating, Dr. Her-
bert Pankratz, chairman of the Board
of Christian Education, gave the high
school graduates a New Testament.
P{istor Schroeder challenged all of us
with the question, “What About the
Future?”

During an evening service the Rev.
and_ Mrs. Bill Dalton gave a report of
their work in Pakistan, and a missionary
ﬁlrl]}. “The Harvester,” was shown.

Purpose,” a NAB College musical
team, presented a concert last summer.
Thc church choir, under the direction
of Dr. Pankratz, gave a short concert
on a Sunday evening. We also ob-
serve(_J our second annual “Summer
R_eadmg Explo” contest. Awards were
given to those who have read 10 books
f.rom the church library. A gift cer-
tificate was awarded to those who
have completed 20 or more books
(Beatrice Scroggin, reporter.) '

;ITIICS::'()N._ :\']'IB.r An  ordination
ncil consisting of 10 delegates fr
the _four Nebraska churches.g the R?er\]f1
Rudie Matheuszik, SW Ass'n, modera:
tor and the Rev. James Schacher, a
former pastor of the church, was
clzlllcd into session by the Creston Bap-
tist Church on Aug. 2, 1974, for the
purpose of setting apart, Mr, Larry
Scheffler, one of the sons of the
church, for the Christian ministry.
Upon recommendation of this council
that‘ he be ordained the ordination
service was held that same day with
Rev. Schacher as the guest speaker.
Mr. Scheffler, after two years at the
N.A.B.‘ Seminary, served for three
years in Cameroon as a short-term
missionary.  He then returned to the
Seminary to complete his studies and

graduated on May 20, 1974. In August
he began 10 weeks of language study
in France. He will return to Cameroon
and continue his ministry to the Cam-
croonian people. (Walter L. Weber, re-
porter.)

LEDUC, ALTA. On July 27, 1974,
the First Baptist Church called an Or-
dination Council to consider the quali-
fications of one of its members, Mr.
Raymond = Seutter to the ministry.
Upon hearing his statement concern-
ing his conversion and doctrinal views,
Mr. Seutter received an unanimous
vote to proceed with ordination.

The service of ordination was held on
Sunday, July 28. The message and
prayer were brought by Dr. Ben Breit-
kreuz of our N.A.B. Seminary; charge
to the candidate by Rev. Richard Ho-
hensee; charge to the church by Rev.
Isador Faszer, northern area secretary;
welcome to the ministry by Rev. Don-
ald Richter; presentation of ordina-
tion certificate by Mr. Don Buyer,
moderator of our Alberta Association.
An offering was received to help Rev.
Seutter acquire books for his study.
Following the benediction by Rey.
Seutter, a reception was held in his
honor.

Rev. Seutter is a 1974 graduate of
our Seminary. Together with his wife.
Marilyn, and daughter, Kristi Rae, he
spent the summer months in the [educ
arca and served his church during the
pastor's vacation. In September he
resumed his chaplain duties in Fulton
State Hospital, Fulton, Mo,

On Aug. 25, Flower Sunday was
observed with the mixed choir pre-
senting a program in the evening ser-
vice. (Mrs. Loretta Miller, reporter.)

ELDRIDGE, 10WA. The First Bap-
tist Church observed a baptismal ser-
vice during which [4 new converts
(pictured) were baptized by the pas-
tor. the Rev. Walter Sukut. During a
three month period eight others werc
received into the fellowship of the
church.

BAPTIST HERALD

DALILAS, ORE. Sunday Aug. 11, 14
people were baptized in the Salt Creck
Baptist Church, upon confession of
their faith in Jesus Christ as their Sav-
ior. Following the baptismal service,
these 14 along with three others, were
extended the hand of fellowship at the
Communion service. This group of
new members is pictured with the pas-
tor, the Rev. Ray Hoffman, in the
upper left corner and youth pastor, the
Rev. Bob Lang in the upper right cor-
ner. (Mrs. William Burns, reporter.)

b

LA SALLE, COLO. Pastor Milton
Falkenberg baptized Anna and Robert
Kokoruda, husband and wife, in a very
impressive ceremony. The hand of fel-
lowship was also offered to Mr. and
Mrs. Kokoruda and by letter of transfer
to Mrs. Doris Schneider and Diane
Morrow (not pictured).

The annual Mother-Daughter banquet
was observed with the theme, “Pat-
terns Tllustrated.” It was well attended.

The youth group continues to be ac-
tive. They provided the Fellowship
Hall with a patio and new folding
tables. The latest social event spon-
sored by the group was a Box Social.

We were honored to have Mr. and
Mrs. Curt Radke speak to us. It was
exciting to see the enthusiasm of this
Young couple as they anticipated going
0 the mission field. (Mrs. Tylene
Schmidt, reporter.)

Decemper 1974

THE REV. DAVID ZIMMERMAN, 71, of
Creston, Neb., died on Aug. 16, 1974, He was
born on Jan. 5, 1903, in Bessarabia. In 1911 he
emigrated to America with his parents, He ac-
cepted Christ in his early teens, was baptized
and became a member of Baptist Church near
Lehr, N.D. The Lord called him into the gospel
ministry, and to prepare himself he cnrolled at
the Rochester Baptist Seminary, Rochester, N.Y.,
in 1923, He graduated in 1930. During the
same year he was married to Catherine Grover.
After her death in 1940 he married Helen Witt
the following year. He was ordained in the Lyn-
dock Baptist Church, Wolf, Ont. During his 44
years in the ministry he served eight churches:
First Baptist Church, Arnprior, Ont., Union Bap-
tist Church, Arnold, Pa.: First Baptist Church,
Saltsburg, Pa.; Immanuel Baptist Church, Kyle,
Tex.; First Baptist Church, La Salle, Colo.; Cathay
Baptist Church, Cathay, N.D.; Tyndall and Dan-
zig  Baptist churches, S.D.; Creston Baptist
Church, Creston, Neb. He also served on many
of the committees of the N.A.B. Conference, as
well as  mission secretary of the Southern,
Southwestern and Dakota conferences. Surviving
him are his widow: four sons: Allan, Robert,
William, Dale; three daughters: Mrs. Ruth
Stumpf, Mrs. Lois Varnel, Mrs. Eunice Schwartz:
five brothers, two sisters, eight grandchildren.
The Rev. William Effa was the officiating minis-
ter at the funcral service.

Mrs. Zimmerman and members of the family
express gratefulness for the many messages of
sympathy and memorials received from members
of the N.A.B. Conference.

MRS. KATHERINA GIENGER nee Dockter,
90, of Bismarck, N.D., died Aug. 10, 1974. She
was born in Russia, Oct, 5, 1883, In 1905 she
was united in marriage with Gustav Gienger.
Two years later they emigrated to the United
States.  She was baptized in 1925 upon con-
fession of her faith in Christ as her Savior and
joined the Martin Baptist Church. Later she be-
came a charter member of the Lincoln Valley
Baptist Church. Surviving her are two sons:
Jacob and Jonathan: four daughters: Mrs. Carrie
Heinle. Mrs. Tillie Heinle, Mrs. Kathryn Helm,
Mrs. Dena Kummer; four brothers, two sisters,
29 grandchildren 47 great-grandchildren.  The
Rev. Bibelheimer was the officiating minister at
the funeral service.

EMIL HOCHHALTER, 62, of Missoula, Mont.,
died on July 12, 1974. He was born Nov. 30,
1911, in Mott. N.D. He was married to Malinda
Maier in 1936. He accepted Christ in 1927
and joined Bethel Baptist in 1936. Surviving
him are his widow: two sons, Gene and Rodney:
three  brothers, three sisters, and three¢ grand-
daughters. Brother Hochhalter served as truslee,
deacon, Sunday school superintendent, teacher,
treasurer, usher, choir member and custodian.
Pastor Robert Penner was the officiating minister
at the funcral service.

THE REV. JOHN J. KROEKER, 57, of Mil-
waukee, Wis., died on Aug. 19, 1974, He was
born in Russia on April 22, 1917. After his
conversion and baptism he was called into the
ministry in 1946, He served the _F.nun;ch_l
Baptist. Church, Marion, Kan. Baileyville Baptist

Church, Baileyville, 11l.; German Zion and Ger-
man  Bethel (Center) Baptist Churches in Mil-
waukee, Wis. His last pastorate, Pilgrim Bap-
tist Church, Milwaukee, is not affiliated with any
conference. He was married to Elsie Lau in 1937.
Surviving him are his widow; one daughter
Lavina; one son Kenneth; five grandchildren, one
brother and one sister.

MRS. EVELYN VERYL LANGE, 49, of Ed-
monton, Alta., died after a very short illness and
stroke, The funeral service was held Aug, 31,
1974, in  Edmonton. Surviving her are her
widower, Asaph; three sons: Rodney, Calvin and
Gordon; two grandchildren. The Rev. Donald
Richter was the officiating minister at the funeral
service.

MRS. SUSIE LEGERE neec Schuh, 66, of the
Elk  Grove—Sacramento, Calif. area, died on
Sept. 3, 1974. She was born at Parkston, S.D.,
March 28, 1908. After accepting Christ as her
Savior at the age of 13 she was baptized and
joined the Tyndall Baptist Church in S.D. In
1924 Susic moved to California and joined the
Zion Baptist Church in Franklin, now the First
Baptist Church of Elk Grove. Surviving her are
her widower; one daughter, Violet Wagner; two
brothers, four sisters, six grandchildren, three
great-grandchildren. The Rev. Merle E. Brenner
was the officiating minister at the funeral ser-
vice.

MRS. TUSNELDA LUECK, 79, of Medicine
Hat, Alta.,, died on Aug. 25, 1924. She was
born Feb. 12, 1895, in Russia. In 1926 she
came to Canada. In 1918 she became a Chris-
tian and was baptized in 1919 and remained a
faithful member of the Baptist fellowship. She
was a member of the Grace Baptist Church,
Medicine Hat, at the time of her death. She
was united in marriage to Emanuel Lueck in
1912, and this union was blessed with nine
children. Surviving her are her widower: five
sons, seven grandchildren and two great-grand-
children. Pastor C. T. Remple was the officiating
minister at the funeral service.

WILLIAM MATTIS, 89, of Avon. S.D., died
on Sept. 1, 1974. He was born on Jan. 6, 1885,
in Russia. In 1907 he was united in marriage to
Amelia Lippert. He was converted and baptized
in 1912 and served as a deacon, Sunday school
superintendent and teacher at the Danzig Baptist
Church where he was a member before trans-
ferring to Avon. Surviving him are two sons:
Albert and Ruben; twin daughters: Mrs. Ruben
Kaul and Mrs. Herman Kaul: one sister and two
half brothers: 11 grandchildren and 20 great-
grandchildren. The pastors, Henry Lang and
Fred Penner were the officiating ministers at the
funeral service.

ALBERT MINCER, 68, of Chilliwack, B.C.,
died on Aug. 24, 1974, He was born on Nov.
1, 1905, in Poland. At the age of 14 he ac-
cepted Christ as his personal Savior and was
baptized. In 1924 he was married to Ottilie
Reiter. The marriage was blessed with eight
children. In 1928 he came with his family to
Canada. He was a member of the Victoria Ave.
Baptist Church at the time of his death. He
served as a deacon and Sunday school teacher.
He is survived by his widow: two sons: Irwin
and Elmer: five daughters: Adina Henkelman,
Lydia Hales, Elsic Crocker, Aline Kunert, Leona
Seib, 28 grandchildren, and seven great-grand-
children and one sister. The Rev. A. Schlak
and the Rev. Robert Jaster were the officiating
ministers at the funeral service.

EMMA E. RUFF nee Weixel, 75, of Lehr, N.D.,
died on Aug. 28, 1974, She was born Sept. 16,
1899. In 1920 she married Ludwig B. Ruff,
Emma was converted when 17 and baptized
when 24, At the Ebenezer Baptist Church at
Lehr, where she was a member, she was active
in the Women's Missionary Society for many
vears. She is  survived by her 94-year-old
mother, three sons, two daughters, grand and
great-grandchildren. The Rev. R. H. Zepik was
the officiating minister at the funeral service.

HENRY STROHSCHEIN, 80, of Wetaskiwin,
Alta.. died on April 22, 1974. He was born in
Poland on May 12, 1893. He married Bertha
Gutsche in 1919, Mr. Strohschein accepted Christ
as his personal Savior at the age of 17 and was
baptized. For many years he served as treasurer
and deacon for Calvary Baptist Church. Sur-
viving him are his widow: two sons: Loren and
Gordon: two daughters: Mrs. Bernice Roth and
Mrs. Gladys Dickau: 15 grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren;  four  brothers. The Rev.
Raymond Leeson was the officiating minister at
the funeral service.
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NEWSCVIEWS

BAPTIST LEADER URGES MORE
SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

NEW YORK (BP)—The country’s
best hope for alternatives in education
lies in strengthening the public school
system and not in diverting public
funds to nonpublic schools, the execu-
tive director of the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee on Public Affairs said here,
James E. Wood Jr., head of the
Washington, D.C.—based agency, spoke
during a three-day ecumenical consulta-
tion on education at the Statler Hilton
Hotel.

The consultation had as its theme,
“Values and Education: Pluralism and
Public Policy.”

In his address, Wood argued for
broader educational alternatives with-
in the public school system rather than
dependence upon private schools to
provide such alternatives,

He noted that the overwhelming
majority of private schools in the United
States are religious, including the vast
parochial school system of the Roman
Catholic Church.

“Roman Catholic parochial schools,”
he stated, “with 8.500 elementary
schools and 1,719 secondary schools
and an enrollment of 3.614.000 stu-
dents in the 1973-1974 school term,
account for almost 90 per cent of the
students in private schools.”

Wood made reference to a series of
U.S. Supreme Court decisions since
1947 which had ruled against direct
public funding of nonpublic schools.

“If ‘alternatives in education’ is in-
terpreted to mean that public funds
are essential to maintain the pluralism
which church schools provide.” he said,
“the Court has denied the validity of
such alternatives.”

He argued also that acceptance of
public funds by a church group for its
schools “inevitably invokes public policy
regulations and a high degree of uni-
fo‘rmity.“ thereby defeating the objective
of providing educational alternatives,

“The one best hope for pluralism
and viable alternatives in education,”
Wood stated, “lies in the state suppori-
ed public schools.,” He then called for
revitalizing  and reshaping the public
schools by making available more, not
less. funding. ]
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LEADERSHIP SKILLS . . .
(Continued from page 19)

—Encourages the participation of
subordinates, but only on the
basis of a genuine interest in
utilizing constructive suggsstions
and only where subordinates
perceive participation as being
legitimate,

C. In terms of technology and plan-
ning:

—Utilize, and encourages subor-
dinates to utilize, the appropriate
technology in attaining these
goals—e.g., work simplification,
appropriate tools, proper layout,
etc. (Editor’s note: Encourage
and initiate teacher training or
education for his group wheth-
er they are deacons, trustees,
ushers or choir.)

D. In terms of performance standards
and appraisal:

—Waorks with subordinates in es-
tablishing attainable but high per-
formance standards and high
goals—which are consistent with
the goals of the enterprise.

—Appraises subordinates as near-
ly as possible on the basis of ob-
jective, measurable performance.

E. In terms of the linking-pin  func-
tion:

—Is an effective link with higher
management and other groups
within the enterprise.

F. In terms of rewards and correc-
tion:

—Uses subordinates’ mistakes as
an educational opportunity rath-
er than an opportunity for pun-
ishment.

~—Gives recognition to good work.

The reader will note that the above
list contains many items indicating
that the effective leader does not di-
rectly engage in much behavior that is
solely self-seeking or ego-aggrandizing,

The responsibilities which come with
the task of leadership must be taken
very seriously by each leader. What
the leader does and how he does it
can have a life-changing effect on those
with whom he works and those who
are affected by him and the people
directly under his leadership.  Our
skills and responsibilities are God-given
as is our mind and the ability to sharp-
en these skills and abilities so that we
may fulfill our responsibilities to God's
glory, In today's world we cannot af-
ford o become complacent and self-
satisfied. Tt has been well said that
when we stop learning, we stop liv-
ing. []

AS

|
see

by Paul Siewert )
Dr. Donald Smith has come up with
some rather surprising statistics. He
has said that 85-90% of the married
persons in our country are 5tilllcon—
tinuing in their first marriage. This re-
port was recently carried by the
Crown National Bureau.

If this really is statistically accu-
rate, it certainly comes as a fresh
breeze in the midst of some rather
dismal overtures of the past. Dr. Smith
also pointed out that almost all who
are divorced, remarry; and of the
persons who have remz\rrica_l, 70-75%
remain in the second marriage.

This means a number of things. It
means that the Biblical permanency of
marriage is much more alive than the
tongue lashing critics have asked us
to believe. It means that the publicity
of the notorious minority has dete-
riorated even more than we have ac-
knowledged. Tt means that we have
dismally neglected to give tribute to
the many marriages in our society that
are alive and well.

However, this does not mean that
our concerns are unfounded. There
are far too many homes that are a
shamble due to marital strife, even
though the marriage may be statistic-
ally intact. May these statistics serve
as an encouragement that the battle
is not lost by any means, and that the
Biblical joys of marriage and family
life, the life-blood of our society, will
survive! [7]

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor of
the First Baptist Church, Minot, N.D.
In this column Mr. Siewert analvzes
current religious news of his choice.

CHUCKLE WITH
BRUNO

Teacher: “What does the word ‘“ignor-
ance” mean Billy?” Billy: “lIgnorance
is when you don't know anything and
then somebody finds out.”

Nothing is quite so ;mnoyipg as to
have someone go right on talking when
you're interrupting.

BAPTIST HERALD

B The Rev. Larry Mc Guill since 19?‘3
pastor of the Grosse Pointe Baptlst
Church, Grosse Pointe Woods, Mlci'.l..
has terminated his ministry there in
tember. '

26%"110 Rev. Chester D. Strobel is now
serving the First Baptist Church, Bison,
Kansas. He previously was_the pastor
of the Sherwood Forest Baptist Church,
Redmond, Washington.

B The Rev. Robert Sayler, pastor of the
First Baptist Church, Norridge, Ill.,
terminated his ministry there in August
He has accepted a teaching position in
Georgia.

B The Rev. Eugene E. Carpenter has
accepted the call to the Church Exten-

sion project in Standish, Michigan, ef-
fective September 30. He previously
served the Central Baptist Church,
George, Iowa.

B Raymond L. Boleyn, a 1974 N.AB.
Seminary graduate, has accepted the
call to the First Baptist Church, Buffalo
Center, Towa.

B The Rev. Klaus H. Tonn, since 1973
pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church,
Ebenezer, Sask., has resigned. His fu-
ture plans are not known. )

B The Rev. Richard Goetze is now
serving the McDermot Avenue Baptist
Church, Winnipeg, Man. He previously
was the pastor of the Humberv-ale Park
Baptist Church, Toronto, Ontario. []

OUR STEWARDSHIP RECORD/NAB BASIC MISSION PROGRAM

Total for nine months
January-September 1974 — § 949,023.36
January-September 1973 — $1,103,011.75
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What's Happening

JOIN

N.A.B. Baptist World

Congress Tour

June 29-July 21, 1975

SEE

England, Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, Germany and

Switzerland

OPTIONAL

Finland, Russia route

Price $1698.85 (from Chicago)
$1996.05 for optional route

For information contact your pastor or
write to:
Rev. John Binder

7308 Madison St.
Forest Park, lllinois 60130

Production workers
and supervisory per-
sonnel needed for
DeFehr Furniture’s
new plant in Airdrie,
Alberta. Pleasant
working conditions in
small town 20 miles
north of Calgary.
Apply in writing to
A A. DeFehr Mfg.,
P.O. Box 520, Airdrie,
Alta., Canada.
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT

F

The Glony
of

(*hristma

In the course of two thousand years
people must have used a long list of
adjectives to describe the Christmas
season. The mailed wishes are usually
for a “joyous, merry, blessed, etc.”
Christmas. Although the word “Christ-
mas” does not appear in the Bible, all
the accounts of the birth of Jesus con-
tain references to hope and joy.

When the angel Gabriel visited Mary,
telling her of “a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus”, he exalted this
Jesus by calling him “great”, “Son of
the Most High”, the ruler “over the
house of Jacob for ever”, and king of
whose “kingdom there will be no end”
(Luke 1, selected).

Some months after the appearance of
the angel it was the reunion with Eliza-
beth which brought forth exclamations
of joy and blessings.

The next occasion of rejoicing oc-
curred when the shepherds in Bethle-
hem received the “good news of a great
joy” (Luke 2:10) that Christ was born
The angel of the Lord had hardly fin-
ished his announcement, when “suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and say-
ing, ‘Glory to God in the highest . . **
(Luke 2:13).
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The American Heritage Dictionary
defines glory as “I. great honor or dis-
tinction; 2. adoration and praise offered
in worship; 3. magnificent splendor; 4.
a praiseworthy attribute; 5. the height of
achievement, triumph.” Based on these
definitions we see that Jesus Christ truly
is the glory of Christmas. He is the
one whom we honor; he is the object
of adoration and praise; he is exalted
in his magnificent splendor especially at
Christmas; he is praiseworthy and the
height of God’s achievement for a sin-
ful mankind: salvation.

The Bible uses the word glory in con-
nection with various situations. There
was first of all the glory of announce-
ment: “. . . and the glory of the Lord
shone around them . . .” (Luke 2:9).
Then there was—as mentioned above—
the glory at Christ’s birth: “Glory to
Geod in the highest . . .” (Luke 2:14),
The Apostle John, when looking back
at the ministry of Jesus, confesses: “We
have beheld his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father” (John 1:14),

Do we realize that Christ’s glory
ended neither at the time of his birth
nor at the death at the cross? The
Apostle Paul reminded the Christians
in Collosae that “God chose to make
known how great among the Gentiles
are the riches of the glory of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).

Jude, “a servant of Jesus Christ and
brother of James” summed up his
teaching concerning the purpose of
Christ’s coming into the world in these
words: “. . . to present you without
blemish before the presence of his glory
with rejoicing . . . (Jude 24),

God saw to it that glory was evident
in the announcement, birth, person,
presence and purpose of Christ. What
will our share be in the glorification of
Jesus Christ?

Christmas, more so than any other

season, is an opportune time to tell
other people of the Savior. It js help-
ful to know that only few will respond
positively, for “the god of this world
has blinded the minds of the unbeljev-
ers, to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the likeness of God” (2 Cor.
4:4), Nevertheless, our task is clear:
We have to spread the glory of Christ
and the true Light of Christmas.
‘ Remember: “God, who first ordered
light to shine in darkness has flooded
our hearts with his Light. We now can
enlighten men only because we can give
them knowledge of the glory of God,
45 we see it in the face of Jesus Christ”
(2 Cor. 4:6, Phillips). RJK
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letters to the editor

Dear Editor: Regarding the recent ar-
ticle (or advertising) on UNICEI‘:-
The caption, “For some of the world’s
children Halloween has become a mat-
ter of life or death"”, is very true; not
only physical but spiritual death. I
have just finished reading a very en-
lightening article from a Christian
periodical regarding UNICEF. The
beneficiaries of these Halloween furlldS
in many instances are the Communists
and not the children. Let me qugte
just a small portion of the article. “A
report from the DAR MAGAZINE
for April 1969 states that UNICEF
does not operate field projects, although
the public has been led to believe that
it gives aid directly to children. Ac-
tually, the projects UNICEF assists are
the responsibilities of the governmentls
which administer them. UNICEF s
strictly a supply agency, rendering no
direct service to children, mothers, or
citizens of any country. Therefore, the
governments may use UNICEF mon-
ey as they wish.” “UNICEF §tarted
out as an international organizam?n of
governments in the charity business,
but now it is also in welfare work and
education. UNICEF is strongly sup-
ported by the major religious groups
in this country. The General Board of
the National Council of Churches of
Christ in America and the American
Jewish Committee, and the Roman Cath-
olic Church have supported UNICEF
vocally and, in some instances, finan-
cially. It is unthinkable that a local
church would establish a hospital or
orphanage and allow atheistic com-
munists to manage it. Yet, that is pre-
cisely what the churches are doapg
when they back UNICEF’s fund-rais-
ing program. Trick or treat for
UNICEF? It is definitely a treat 10
the communist countries. It is also a
trick whereby our enemies can deceive
Americans into sending them mil-
lions of dollars to further their plans
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for world conquest.” Concerned fun-
damental Bible believing Christians must
be on guard as to where they are con-
tributing their money. Many so called
“good organizations” are not worthy
of our support, financially or other-
wise. I personally feel this ad has no
place in the BAPTIST HERALD.

Briefly, on another subject. 1 find
some of the hair styles of some of the
students and missionary candidates
pictured in the BAPTIST HERALD
some-what disappointing. It is very
true that “Man looketh on the out-
ward appearance, but God looketh on
the heart.” However NABS is a Chris-
tian school and as such has a testimony
to maintain in the community. One
way our school will be judged, will
be by the attire and appearance of
students and faculty. Because of this
and other reasons it should be abso-
lutely imperative that students be above
reproach in matters of outward ap- to:
pearance. This standard can readily
apply to all NAB members in vtheir
respective communities. Mrs. Carol
Russell, Warren, Mich.
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Church Extension Investors Fund

The Church Extension Investors Fund is a not-for-profit corpora-
tion serving the North American Baptist General Conference

The purpose of the Fund is to encourage Church Exten;!on
churches to build, by providing interest-bearing loans to qualified
new churches engaged in building programs.

Any individual, family, or church may participate in the Fund by

investing multiples of $100.00. Term deposits earn 5% to 6%
percent annual interest. Interest is paid on January 1st and

For further information and investment application, please write

CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND

7308 Madison Street
Forest Park, lllinois 60130

INVEST IN GOD’S WORK
TO BUILD NEW CHURCHES

through the

LAUSANNE 1974
(Continued from page 11)

people to Christ regardless of color, climate or vocabu-
lary, changed men’s hearts. _ .

As the Congress continued, one big question was
raised. Could a new worldwide organization of cvangg:h-
cal Christians develop from the meeting? The executive
chairman, Bishop A. Jack Dain of Australia, said that
the Congress was not convened with such plans. on t‘he
drawing boards. During the ten days, a questionnaire
was sent out to discover what kind of follow-up was de—‘
sired by the participants. 86 percent felt thfn‘ t‘her‘c was
a need for a post-congress fellowship to assist n imple-
menting the vision of the Congress. Thus nominations for
a Continuation Committee of 25 members to be appointed

g ical basis were given.
DnFI}(%tfilrJiE:;CeqlCovenant, a remarkable document of the
faith, fellowship and concern, was also drafted at the
Congress. After careful scrutiny by t.hc }JRII‘UClpﬂntS,‘ it
was reworked and presented. Those in agreement with
it were invited to sign it as individue_ﬂs’, not as a member
of an organization, thereby committing others to {hI‘S
very personal and detailed sta‘temcnt of faith and reso VL]

Much more could be said about the Internationa
Coneress on World Evangelization. Reports of the ;;o;x-
derful way God is using his people aroun({ the \lvor th(e)
reach others, the challenge to women to ~g0 where i
women are”, and news of new open .doors wir'clmltzl.::
tricably woven with the Biblical basis on w ﬁ;-un;
Great Commission rests. Perhaps some Of. the rf\lc})(s : bwitﬁ
impressions will be of Christian f.ellowslnp-—;zl ;n'si it
individuals from Tibet, Columbia, Saudi ‘ n‘nt’tlthe
around the world who have a common con;er'n.M chicfm
earth hear his voice. Or they may be of a a
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guitarist, a blind Korean soloist or George Beverly Shea—
each singing to let the earth hear his voice.

A compendium of all the papers and reports was pub-
lished in October. A series of six Reaching All study
booklets and six Reaching All cassettes from the Congress
are also available. For further information, write to
World Wide Publications Division, 1313 Hennepin Ave-
nue, Minneapolis, Minn. 55403.

Certainly much appreciation is due to Billy Graham
and his colleagues for the vision and assistance which
made the Congress possible.

Already much has been accomplished because of the
Congress. Because of Lausanne, team members of African
Enterprise have accepted invitations to conduct evange-
listic crusades in six cities of Andre Pradesh, India. in
Nicaragua and in other countrics. Out of an informal
gathering at Lausanne have come plans for the June 1975
“Conference on Evangelism” for Africa. “The spirit of
Lausanne” has led to cooperative efforts in France
which will coordinate camping activities throughout the
nation. A new understanding of community and unity
between evangelicals was established. The writer of this
article came away with great expectation of what God
is going to do in Cameroon.

The spiritual burden of the 30 member planning com-
mittec was that the response to the Congress would be in
the heart. It is in the heart—and it will be felt on every
continent, as men and women have returned, challenged,
disturbed and dedicated—to the Lord and to his task of
world evangelization.

3690 people arc not, however, enough for
ahead. Will you join hs_m_d_'fmd heart—with your fel.
low Christians in the spirit of Lausanne? The King is
coming. Let the whole earth hear His vojce! 0 -
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Our task

IS reconciliation

OUR GIVING GOAL $1,974,000

This is the cooperative Mission of Churches of the North American Baptist General Conference for the fiscal
period Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1974. About $500,000 are still needed by December 31, 1974. Your prayers and con-
tributions are urgently needed to continue the various missions and ministries of the Conference.

Missions

Cameroon Mission in Africa
Nigeria Mission in Africa

Japan Mission in Asia s
Brazil Mission in South America
Home Missions N

Special Mission Projects

Church Extension
Administration .

Total Amount

Training Leaders
North American Baptist College .
North American Baptist Seminary .

Total Amount

Church Ministries

Evangelism/God’s Volunteers
Women's Work

Youth Ministry . el
Administration and Education

Total Amount

Planning and Administration
$ 403,000 Conference administration and office

71,000 BUilc a8 ] $ 116,707
117,000 Stewardship/Communications/
54,000 Publications S S SR 119,334
39,000 Total Amount . . . . . 236,041
100,000 s =
211,000 Area Ministries
__ 101615  Area Secretaries . . . . . . . . $ 107,690
$ 1,096,615 Aid to Needy and Aging
Pension Program Subsidy . . . . . $ 33,000
Aged Ministers Relief and Retirement 7,000
P SERRD | Wl RTIBE | . | . ook o o e 4,000
$ _—316078 TotallAmount . . . . . . = % 44,000
Special Projects
Bible Distribution I e ) 2,500
$ 61000  gantist World Alliance . . . . . . 2,500
16,625 Contingencles’ . =« ¢ s g 46,978
11,550 _
32,423 TotaltAmount: . . . = & L SSESEEEE]ICHE
$ 121,598 AL T e SR IO TG A 6
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Yes, | will reach out for Christ by making

of December 31, 1974,

___ %10 $50 $100 __ $300

[] I will give through my local church.

[] Enclosed is my gift directly to the North
60130. (Place this form with the check in

All persons who return this form to the N.A.B.

events, if they are not already receiving it.

Jesus said: “Where your treasure is, there will

NAME.

RESPONSE FORM
the following gift to the N.A.B. Conference cooperative mission before the end

_ $500 _ $1,000 ___ other amount $__

American Baptist General Conference office, 7308 Madison St., Forest Park, Il
an envelope.)
office, will receive the N.A.B. NEWS, a monthly news service about Conference

your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21).
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