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HISTORY ALIVE 
Treaty of Paris Ended Revolutionary War 

On Sept. 3, 1783- 186 years ago- the Treaty of Paris was 
signed between England and the United States. Thus two 
years after hostilities had ended between the two nations, 
American independence was formally recognized and the 
American Revolution officially ended. The American com­
missioners negotiating the treaty were Ben jamin Franklin, 
John Jay and John Adams. The terms included England's 
recognition of the independence of the United States, En­
gland's grant of full American rights in the Newfoundland 
fisheries, establishment of the Miss issippi River as the west­
ern boundary of the United States, and the promise by the 
United States to recommend to the American states the 
restoration of property and payment of American debts to 
loyal ists. A sepa rate peace treaty between Eng land and 
France, · America 's ally during the Revolutionary War, was 
signed a week later. D 
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by Floyd E. Moore 

In a very real sense, "in search of balance," could be 
stated as the story of my life, and maybe yours as well. 
No doubt each of us could list countless ways we are 
advised to keep things in balance: intake of different 
foods, rest and activity, saving and spending, individual 
and group activities, academic excellence and profes­
sional competence, worship and service and many more. 
But the chosen motto seems to speak of a much deeper 
struggle than some of these would imply. It is to this 
struggle that I would direct your attention. 

It might be most appropriate that you seminary seniors 
share these ideas with the juniors and middlers, since 
they need them for the immediate days ahead at semi­
nary. This graduating class represents a unique balance 
in gifts and interests as I see them against the backdrop 
of the many and varied needs in our world today . 

God's Power and My Efforts 

In what sense are my ways and my paths really mine 
if they are directed by God without any effort on my part? 
It is at this point that I plead for balance, because it is 
too easy to try to do ·it all in our own strength or to Jet 
God do it all for us. A balance of both seems to me to 
be the most appropriate approach. 

A farmer came to a community and took a badly run­
down farm for his home. In a few short years he had 
things looking beautiful and in good order. One spring an 
evangelist was visiting in the farmer's home with the pas­
tor. The evangelist remarked how beautiful the place 
looked, even the fence rows with no · weeds and bushes. 
His summary remarks were to the effect that God had 
greatly blessed the farmer. The farmer was in full agree­
ment as he said, "You are right, God has blessed us with 
rain, sunshine, good health and many other things. I 
hope you will understand and not think I am ungrateful 
nor sacrilegious, but you should have seen this farm 
when God had it all by himself." It took a balance of 
both to produce these results. 

Recently I took part in a wedding here in Sioux Falls. 
I have confidence that there has been to this point a bal­
ance of seeking God's wi ll and of personal consideration 
on the part of these Christian young people. Some say 
that marriages are made in heaven, and I agreed with the 

Dr. Floyd E. Moore is professor of Christian Education 
at the North American Baptist Seminary in Sioux Falls, 
S.D. This address was given at the Commencement 
Banquet, May 18, in Sioux Falls. 
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"When I seek to trust the Lord with all my heart 
and lean not on my own understanding I must 
not repudiate my own insights nor must I refuse 
to make responsible decision." Virginia Mollen­
kott, (Scripture Proverbs 3:5, 6) 

implied idea, but the real test is right here on earth. 
Bonhoeffer, writing a sermon on marriage from his prison 
cell said: 'The course you are embarking upon is one 
you have chosen for yourselves . .. Unless you can say 
today, This is our resolve, our love, our way, you are 
taking refuge in a false piety." And many of you here 
can testify that it takes a delicate balance of the grace of 
God plus all the best that is within both partners to make 
a marriage succeed. Lest we find ourselves saying with 
one from the distant past, "That woman you gave me!" 
or "That man you gave me!" 

When we seek balance in the light of Scripture we face 
a two-fold danger: presumptious certainty about the d!­
vine activity, or paralyzing humility about the impossi­
bility of knowing. May I call your attention to some 
passages which contrast, or even present a rather para­
doxical balance in this matter. 

We read in Psalm 37: 5, "Commit thy way to the Lord, 
trust also in him, and he shall bring it to pass." Is it all of 
God to do? I fi nd in Ecc. 9: 10, "Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with all thy might ... " Also, in Rom. 
12:2, "God is deeply involved in the transforming of our 
minds, but each of us must prove what is that good and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God." This is a process 
which calls for serious examination of circumstances and 
probing of motives. . 

Again, I read in Psalm 81: 10, "Open thy mouth wide, 
and I wi ll fi ll it." Some tie this in with God's words to 
Moses in Exodus 4: 12, and teach or preach with little or 
no preparation. The results would be somewhat humor­
ous if eternal consequence were not involved. 

There is an opposite extreme to the anti-intellectual, 
humanly passive side: 1 John 4: 1, "Beloved, believe n~~ 
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they be of <:Jod .. 
I Thes. 5: 2 1, "Prove all things, hold fast that which is 
good." And II Cor. 13: 5, "Examine yourselves whether 
you be in the faith, prove your own selves." . 

· t his God's power and human effort : When man is a 
best they cannot be distinguished. Paul expressed the 
paradox in this way. "But by the grace of God I am 
what I am; and His grace which was bestowed upon me 
was not in vain ; but I laboured more abundantly th~n 
they all : yet not I, but the Grace of God which was in 
me." ( I Cor. 15: IO) 

The Challenge of a Fast Changing World 
Pressures can make us do strange things, both per­

sonally and in our ministry related emphasis. Goals can 
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become blurred, and means and ends can be inverted. 
Several illustrations from real life may speak to these. 

A bright young couple from one of our great uni­
versities were completing their Ph.D's, and it seemed 
that they would do it with honors. Then the local paper 
carried the news that they were in court charged with 
neglect of their two small children. Not cruelty, just 
neglect. It is so easily possible to get involved in one all 
consuming task that we neglect fam ily, friends and a host 
of other important matters. 

A bishop and priest were receiving and recording funds 
gathered from the large diocese. The bishop said to the 
priest, "Father, no longer can we say with Peter, 'Silver 
and gold have I none' ; but I am afraid we have lost the 
power to say to the lame man-'take up thy bed and 
walk' ." 

"Thus when I seek to trust in the Lord with all 
my heart and lean not on my own understanding, 
I must not repudiate my own insights, nor must I 
refuse to make responsible decisions. Instead, I 
must judge a human situation as carefully as I can, 
at the same time reminding my~elf of my human 
limitations and possibility of my own error. I must 
pray for God's guidance; I must consciously open 
my thoughts to the influence of the Holy Spirit; I 
must try to see things as I think God might see them. 
If I make a mistake, God knows my heart, and if I 
am wrong in this case He will apply to me the 
fo rgiveness made possible by Christ's redemptive 
death." 

May the Holy Spirit work in you to produce that bal­
ance of trust in God, and in personal effort that shall 
significantly affect your ministry in the place you have 
confidence God is leading you to minister. 0 

Cha rles f . Tangwa was the Second Africa n Pastor to Rece ive the Africa n 
Pasto r's Certificate in Ministry Studies. 
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ol;MINRRY GRRDURTION 
9 t graduates received On Sunday afternoon, May 1 ' twen y . . . of North 

degrees at the I 16th commencement act1v1t1es 
American Baptist Seminary . . B D de-

In addition, three pastors transmuted their ... d a 
orees to the M.Div. degree, and one man receive 

Certificate in Ministry Studies. . . . , Today was 
Dr Harold Lindsell, editor of Chnstwmt) D' We 

· · · "Where o 
the commencement speaker. H1_s topic, f fidelity to 
Go From Here?" stressed the impor~ance ~ evanoelical 
God's Word and the historic doctrines o o 

Christianity. 
Degrees were conferred as fol~o:V~: 

Master of D1v1n1ty . 
R d L Boleyn Charles M. Hiatt 

aymon . L J Scheffler 
Eric G. Brockho~ ;.~? · s Schmidt 
Marvin K. Busenius t iam d .A Seutter 

. Cl Raymon · 
DRe1~derp Ealusen Michael J. Sonnenberg 

av1 . 1man James D. Stubbe 
Roger J. Free lander R d II C Tschetter 
Gunnar Gundersen an a · 

Transmutation to Master of Divinity 
Kurt Brenner David A. Samf 
Etan Pelzer 

Master of Ministry 
El Roy R. Pankow Edward J. Schauer 

Master of Arts 
(Christian Education) 

Eunice D. Cerqueira Marva J. Radke 
Dennis D. Hoffman 

Master of Arts 
(Religious Studies) 

Candace R. Enockson D 

Or. Harol d lindsell (r) Cha tting with Preside nt Draewell on the Semina ry 
Proposed Facili ty Expansion. 
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lODO S WORK AND WILL 
Introducing the Rev. and Mrs. Arthur G. Helwig, missionaries to Cameroon 

by Richard Schilke 

In answer to the question "What is your missionary pur­
pose?" the Rev. Arthur G. Helwig stated: "To do as 
much as I can, as well as I can, wherever God would 
place me, to do his work; to help other people to the best 
of my ability which God has given me." And Mrs. H elwig 
answered that same question as follows: "I want to help 
others find Christ. I would be willing to do it in what­
ever way he would see fit." 

Early Experiences 

Arthur Garfield H elwig was born on Oct. 11 , 1942, at 
Hanover, Ontario, Canada, to Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Helwig into a family of eight children, of which he was 
the six th. He has three brothers and four sisters. "I was 
born and raised on a farm," he says. Most of the activities 
of the family revolved around the First Baptist Church of 
Neustadt, Ontario. In family, in Sunday school and in 
church he had an early exposure to the teachings of our 
Lord and was thus led to accept Christ as his personal 
Savior at an early age. On April 10, 1955, he was bap­
tized by the Rev. G. McLean and became a member of 
the First Baptist Church in Neustadt where his Christian 
life found ample opportunity to be nurtured. 

Following his elementary education, Arthur attended 
high school in the Hanover District H igh School but 
terminated the same after two years. Concerning this he 
said: "High school days were no easier for me than 
anyone else and so there were the typical struggles and 
frustrations. The area of vocational choice was particulary 
confusing, as on one hand I was faintly aware of God's 
claim on my life, and at the same time the pressure for 
seeking a profitable prestigious job was very real as 
well. " He decided to work on his parents' fa rm for a 
while. 

? Dorothy Helen Helwig nee E hman was born on Sept. 
- 0, 1949 at Aberdeen, S.D., to the Rev. and Mrs. Jacob 
Ehman as the second of four children. She has one 
older brother and tw~ younger sisters. At a very tender 
age she accepted Chnst as her Savior and gave evidence 
t~1at youn~ children can fu lly understand this vital Chris­
tian expenence. In her testimony she said: "At the aoe 
~f five I became a Christ ian. On Oct. 17, 1954 I was ba~­
t1zed. I lc~ok back on that exper ience and can remember 
how convicted I was of my sin and how f h 
·h d my at er 
s owe me the . way to become a Christian. I can also 
reme~ber the JOY I experienced afte r such a commit-
ment. That took place at Bessie Oklahom h I 
f h h d · ' ' a, w ere 1er at er a his fi rst church as pastor Most f h I 

d . . · o er e emen-
ta ry e ucat1on was received during her f th ' 

s·d M a er s pastorate 
at I ney, ontana, and her high school education while 

Dr. Richard Schilke is the General S 
North American Baptist General M.. . ecretaSry . of the 

ISSlOnary OCtety . 

6 

her father was at Goodrich, N.D. She graduated from 
Goodrich High School in 1967. 

Sensing God's Call 
As quoted above, Arthur was already faint ly aware of 

God's cla im upon his life in the first few years of his 
high school education. In fact, his leaving high school 
was, as he later said, an attempt to escape that claim of 
God upon his life. However, after two years of working 
on the farm, he realized that he could not escape God's 
claim upon him, and God's call to him became very clear 
so that he could no longer rationalize it away. In 1961 he 
enrolled at the Baptist Training Institute at Brantford, 
Ontario. The following year he transferred to E dmonton, 
Alberta, where in the former Christian Training Institute 
(now North American Baptist College) he stud ied from 
1962-64 completing his high school education. So began 
what he terms his " long ed ucational prepara t ion." 

"At a very you ng age as well," says Dorothy, "I felt the 
call to become a missionary. When I realized that I 
wasn' t called as a nurse, I didn ' t think the Lord wanted 
me to be a missionary. Many t imes during m y high 
school days, this wou ld surface." L ater she was to expe­
rience how God would lead her to become a m issionary. 

Preparation fo r Service 
Upon completion of his high school education in Ed­

monton, Arthur transferred to Sioux Falls College in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., where in 1969 he received his B.A. degree 

, 
The Rev. a nd Mrs. Arthur G. Helwig, Cameroon 
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with a major in History. In 1969 he enrolled at the North 
American Baptist Seminary in Sioux Falls and in 1972 
he received his M.Div. degree. The Trinity Baptist 
Church in Sioux F alls ordained him into the Christian 
ministry on May 22, 1972. 

Dorothy enrolled at Sioux Falls College in 1967 and re­
ceived her B.Sc. degree in 1971 with a major in Elemen­
tary Education. 

It was during these college days that Arthur and 
Dorothy felt led of the Lord to share their life together. 
Their call to missions had not been because of the desire 
of one of the other. It had matured on the basis of doing 
what God would want them to do before they met each 
o ther. Finding these common aspirations in each other 
only strengthened their des ire. On June 2, 1969 they were 
united in marriage. A son, Jered Paul, has since been 
born to them on August 19, 1972. 

Following Arthur's graduation from Seminary, they 
would have been ready to apply for missionary appoint­
ment, but because of budget limitations in 1972 they 
were ad vised to defer their application and seek addi­
t ional church experience. The Willow Rancho Baptist 
Church in Sacramento, California, extended a call to 
them. A rthur accepted that call to become Minister of 
Christian Education and Youth. In that capacity and 
under the guida nce and counsel of the pastor, the Rev. 

Arthur Brust, they have served and had many valuable 
practical experiences in these past two years. 

Appointment to Cameroon 

T he Board of Missions at its annual session in April 
1974 considered the application of Arthur and Dorothy 
Helwig for missionary service in Cameroon and ap­
pointed them as missionaries to that land. T hey are go­
ing well prepared. T he Cameroon Field Committee in 
its June meeting resolved to post them to Banso as field 
missionaries. 

Their ministry at the Willow Rancho Baptist Church 
in Sacramento was brought to a close by the middle of 
June. The next few weeks were spent at Steamboat 
Rock, Iowa, where M rs. Helwig's parents reside and 
where her father is presently pastor, and at Neustadt, 
Ontario, where Mr. H elwig's parents reside and where 
his home church can also rejoice that one of its sons is 
going to the mission field. 

On J uly 15, 1974, the Rev. and M rs. Arthur G. Hel­
wig and their son Jered Paul flew from Toronto to 
o ;uala, Cameroon, where they were welcomed by our 
missionaries and national church representatives. May 
they fi nd at their place of service at Banso the fulfillment 
of their desires and prayers to do the work and will of 
their Lord to the best of their abilities. O 

FROM SHORT TERM TD REGULAR MISSIONARY 
Int roducing Mr. and Mrs. Curtis E . Radke, missionaries to Nigeria 

by R ichard Schilke 

The following paragraph is repeated from the BAPTIST 
HERALD issue of Sept. 1, 1969: " Curtis Erwin Radke 
was born on Aug. 15, 1946, at Vancouver, B.C., to Mr. 
and Mrs. Erwin Radke as the oldest of four children, one 
sister and two brothers. Early in life he accepted Christ 
as his Savior and was baptized on June 1, 1958, by the 
Rev. Isador Faszer and became a member of the Bethany 
Baptist Church in Vancouver, B .C. Following his high 
school graduation he enrolled at the University of British 
Columbia in 1964 and graduated in 1969 with a degree 
in physics and mathematics." 

Preliminary Desire 

In the spring of 1968 Curtis recognized the need for 
volunteers in our short-term missionary service in Cam­
eroon and after considering that need for about six 
montl~s, he applied for short term service during his 
senior year at the university. His application was favor­
ably received and appointment came in the spring of 
1969. On Aug. 25, 1969, in the company of five . other 
shor t-term miss ionaries he left for Cameroon. Curtis was 
posted at Victoria to 'teach physics and mathematics at 
Saker Baptist College. 

At the end of the two year term of service Curtis sa~v 
no particular need to return home and so he extended his 
short-term service for a third year. His offer was gladly 
accepted, for the need for short-termers was great. He 
was transferred to Nd u where he taught at Joseph Mer-

September 1974 

rick Baptist College for this th ird year. Also other short­
term missionaries have extended their service beyond the 
two year commitment and in every case this is greatly 
appreciated. 

Mr. a nd Mrs. Curtis E. Radke, Nigeria 
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A Further Commitment 
In his own words Curtis said : "During this time" Curtis 

says, " I had no t been a fully committed Christian but 
while I was at Ndu, I committed my life totally." His 
previous interests were perhaps best expressed in h is 
first application for the short- term service, when he an­
swered the question as to his missionary purpose: "To 
serve God and help my fellow-man. Also to learn more of 
the world I live in." 

Curtis had talents and experiences in other fields than 
teaching but because of his modesty he did not inform 
the writer that he had knowledge and experience in the 
building trade. This fact was no t known at the time 
when we were desperately looking for a builder for 
Warwar in Nigeria. Curtis heard of this need and vol­
unteered to extend hi s service in Africa to a fourth 
year, though still on the short-term basis, if he could be 
used as repair and maintenance man as he expressed it 
in his modesty. T his offer was an answer to prayer and it 
was thus gladly accepted. The N igerian visa also came 
th rough at the exact time. July 1972 he was transferred 
to Warwar, Nigeria, to give guidance to the build ing 
program there. 

On my visit to Warwar in the late fa ll of 1972 I 
learned fi rst hand about the knowledge which C urtis 
really has in the build ing trade. He had learned this 
trade while working with his father during summer peri­
ods, for his fa ther is a contractor in the Vancouver area. 
At the time of my visit, Curtis was build ing the much 
needed nu~ses' duplex at Warwar and was making plans 
and blueprints fo r the construction of the various hospital 
buildings. 

Looking Toward Expanded Service 
While at Warwar, Curtis also saw the need for a 

teacher a t the Bible School, then located at Mbamnga 
b~~ _which. was. to be relocated to Mbu near Gembu. I~ 
v1s1ting with him at Warwar, Curtis made known to me 
that. he felt God was calling him to fu ll time missionar y 
service. If app_oi? ted he was ready to return again, on 
th~ ~egular m1ss1onary basis, and carry on with the 
building pro~ra~ at Warwar and then to undertake the 
necessary building of the Bible School at Mbu with the 
hope that eventually he could also teach at the Bible 
School; He realize_d, however , that for the la tter he had 
very little theological training. An understanding was 
reached. ' 

Curtis applied for regular missionary appointment be-
fore he returned from his extended sliort ter · . . - m service. 
The Boar? of M~ss1on s considered his application in 1973 
an~ appointed l11m as missionary to Nigeria with specific 
assumments. Due to four years of short te · . ~ . - rm service 
with regular service to follow, the Boa rd fel t that a year 
~f ~~rlo~fh ~n the short term basis would be justifiable 

or .man y t ere is no fu rlough following a short-term 
service ) and requested C urtis to use that year in t d. 
· t N th A · B . s u 1es 
as DourTh.o rh d"md enc~n apt1st Seminary in Sioux Fall s 
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. . 1s e 1 during the year 1973-74. · 

God Answers Prayers 
Another desire of C urtis was that he 

might not have 

to return to Africa alone, for as yet he had no helpmate. 
A t the Seminary he met M arva J ean Oster who was in her 
fi nal year studying at the Seminary for her M.A. degree 
in Christian E ducation. The L ord led them together, 
and they were married on March 2 , 1974 . Marva Jean 
R adke nee Oster was born on Sept. 17, 1949 at Greeley, 
Colorado, to Mr. and Mrs. Oliver T. Oster as the second 
of three children, a sister and brother. E arly in life she 
accepted Christ as her Savior and was baptized on Nov. 
12, 1958, by the R ev. Richard Blatchly and became a 
member of the Central Baptist Church at Derby, now 
Commerce C ity, Colorado, where the family was then re­
siding. Her parents moved often, though never fa r away 
from the Greeley area. In 1967 Marva graduated from 
the Valley High School in Platteville, Colorado. That 
fall she enrolled at the University of N orthern Colorado 
in Greeley and graduated in 197 1 with a B .A . degree, 
majoring in Social Science. 

During her high school days Marva had doubts about 
her salvation. T he R ev. and Mrs. Edwin Michelson, 
then at LaSalle, Colorado, were of great help to her. in 
those days. During her sophomore year a t the university, 
the Lord began working in her heart and gave her a de­
sire to seek Christian training, perhaps with a goal. of 
social work. She thus changed her majo r from med1~al 
technology to social sciences. F ollowing her university 
graduation she had m ade preparation to enroll a t the 
North American Baptist College at Edmonton, A lberta, 
but just before the opening of the school the door ~as 
closed for financial reasons as she sta ted. T he following 
week the Lord opened the door for her to enroll a t the 
North American Baptist Seminary in Sioux F alls, . S.D ., 
and again fin ancial reasons were the majo r basis a~­
cording to her statement. She thus studied at the Sern.1-
nary from 1971-7 4 and received her M .A. degree in 
Christian Education. 

The summer of 1973 was a rea l struggle for her du1~ to the fact that she had to keep on working to put herse 
th rough seminary. Th at st ruggle resulted in a greater 
yielding to her Lord, as she expressed it : " I came back 
prepared to do basically anything." T he Lord honored 
her commitment for now she met C urtis R adke a nd they 
were married before the year was up. In A pril .1974 

she was appointed to missionary service in N igen a as 
the wife of C urtis E. R ad ke. 

Curtis Radke had a re-entry permit to N igeria which 
was. val!d till_ June 24 , 1974. Though the applica tion . fa~ 
a Nigeria n visa for Marva was already fi led in Decembe 
1973, June came around and there was no word as to the 
gra nt ing of the visa . A re-entry permit is usuall y no t 
ex_ten?ed beyond its date of validity. However, the 
N1gen an E mbassy in O ttawa did extend the re-entry 
permit for C urtis by th ree months. This was ano ther an­
swer to prayer and gives hope that the v isa for Marva 
may also come through sho rtly. As soon as it is granted , 
they wi ll leave for N igeria to be posted at Warwar for the 
next year, in order that C urtis mioht complete the con­
str~ct ion of the remain ing hospita l 

0 

buildings and then. t? 
bu ild the Bible School both in its physical as well as spiri­
tual dimensions. o 
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I 
IT PAYS <$> TO GROW OLDER USE YOUR AGE TO FIGHT INFLATION 

by Everett A. Barker 

Robert Browning. the poet, said: 
"Grow old along with me! The best 
is yet to be, the last of li fe for which 
the fi rst was made." Some may dis­
pute the words of the poet, but I can 
assure you that when it comes to an 
N.A.8. G ift Annuity it pays ($) to 
grow older. As an added plus, we 
have recentl y raised our rates for the 
second time in several years. 

What are gift annui ties really about? 
What can they provide for you? 
W hat is a G ift Annuity? 

A gi ft annui ty, regardless of which 
chari table organization offers it, is two 
thin gs: a gift for the organization and 
a life-time income for the individual or 
couple. Charitable organizations a_re 
the onl y ones who legally quali fy to _is­
sue gift annui ties. Insurance compani_es 
sell commercial annuities but not gift 
ann uit ies, and there is a di fference. 
A commercial ann uity offers a greater 
dollar return because no gift is being 
made. If you have limi ted dollars and 
must have maximum income, a com­
mercial ann uity is better for you. Be­
cause a gift annu ity is partia l~ y a gift. 
the United States and Canadian Gov­
ernments provide tax savings on . ~he 
income which has the effect of ra1smg 
the ra te of your return . In addit i?n, 
the United States allows a tax deductwn 
on the gift portion for the year con­
tributed with a five year carryover 
privi lege. Any annuity should . ~ot 
come from money you need for livmg 
expense but rather fro m investment 
type do ll ars to provide income. 
H ow D oes a G ift A 11 11uity R eally 
Work? 

You permanently give a speci fi~d 
amount of money to the Confe~ence in 

return for a life income determined by 
your age. You also receive an . income 
tax deduction for the gift portion and 
an exclusion amount from the annual 
income as computed by government 
tables. The Conference invests the 
money in a Segregated Annuity F und 
to d raw interes t so tha t you can be 
paid; it is legally bound to th is agr~e­
ment as long as you live. Your g1~t 
does not go di rect ly to the work un til 
you die. If you live a shorter time 

The Rev Everett A. Barker is Estate 
P!an11i11g . Director of the North A 111eri­
ca11 Baptist General Conference. 
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than the mortality table says the gift is 
more, and if you li ve longer the gift is 
less. We have had a few people out­
live the gift. Incidentally, statistics in­
dicate that people who have gift an­
nuit ies live longer than average. After 
death, the gift va lue at that time is 
released from the fund to the Confer­
ence ministry to which you designate it. 

Illustrations: 
A ge 69 

Annuity Donation-$3,000 
Rate-6.4% 
Annual Payment-$ 192.00 
Taxable Amount-$57.88 
Tax Deduction-$ I ,338.43 

Age 78 
Annuity Donation-$3,000 
Rate-8.0% 
Annual Payment-$240.00 
Taxable Amount-$59.76 
Tax Deduction-$1.539.84 

Payments: Semi-Annual 

How Can Yo 11 Fun d a Gift A n nuity? 
Cash or securities can be used. Real 

estate cannot be used because the regu­
lations of New York State under which 
we are chartered do not permit it. 
These strict regulations are intended to 
protect your investment. If you fu nd a 
gift annuity with appreciated securities 
there may be some reduced capital 
gains tax under the complicated bar­
gain sale rule, but there are ways to 
pro-rate the tax over a period of 
years. 
What Does an N .A.B. G ift Annuity 
OIJer You? 

I. Safety of Investment-
2. Tax Savings for the gift and in­

come-
Possible estate tax and probate 
savings-

3. Good returns-(see column to 
the right )-

4. A Contri bution to the Confer­
ence-

Gift annuitants have found satisfac­
tion in receiving a good return on their 
investment and peace of mind in know­
ing that the gift wi ll ul timately benefit 
the Conference ministries. We have 
annuitants who have as many as eleven 
separate annuit ies. Have you considered 
an N.A.B. Gift Annuity to provide you 
with an income now and a gift for the 
Conference later? D 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
GIFT ANNUITY RATES 

(N.A.B. G ift Annuit ies since 1899) 
SINGLE LIFE 

Uniform Gift Annuity Rates adopted by 
Conference on Gift Annuities, 

May 2, 1974 

Age Rate Age Rate 

35 & 60 5.5% 
Under 4.0% 61 5.6 
36 4.1 62 5.7 
37 4.2 63 5.8 
38 4.2 64 5.9 

39 4.3 65 6.0 

40 4.3 66 6.1 
4 1 4.3 67 6.2 
42 4.4 68 6.3 
43 4.4 69 6.4 
44 4.4 70 6.6 
45 4.5 71 6.7 
46 4.5 72 6.9 
47 4.6 73 7.0 
48 4.6 74 7.2 
49 4.7 75 7.4 
50 4.7 76 7.6 
5 1 4.8 77 7.8 
52 4.9 78 8.0 
53 4.9 79 8.2 
54 5.0 80 8.5 
55 5. 1 81 8.8 
56 5. 1 82 9.1 
57 5.2 83 9.4 
58 5.3 84 9.7 
59 5.4 85 10.0 

86 and 
over 10.0 

Two Lives- Joint and Survivor, avail-
able upon request . Send today for the 
free booklet, "Questions and Answers 
About Gift Annuities." 

Name 

Address 

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North 
American Baptist General Conference. 
7308 Madison St. Forest Park, Ill. 
60130. Phone (31 2 ) 771 -8700 
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Wl-lt;Rt; 
FRITl-I AND Lt;RRNING 

I~ order to consider whether it is pos­
sible for faith and learning to meet it is 
necessary fi rst of a ll to examine the 
nature of each ingredient, to consider 
each separatel y, and then to di scover 
whether they have something in com­
mon. 

For some, faith is totally irrational. 
If th is were so, faith and learning 
could never get together. Faith, how­
ever, is not irrational but rather super­
rat~onal ; that is, it goes beyond the 
rational but is not incompati ble with it. 
As the Scriptures tell us in H ebrews 
1 I : I, "Faith is the substance of things 
hope~ for , the evidence of things not 
s~en . Note that there is a recogni­
tion here of "substance," of "things" 
and of " ·d " e~1 ence. All this suggests 
that th_ere is a reality and even a way 
to reality ( th rough evidence). All may 
n?t be physically demonstrable or 
visua ll y apparent. Nevertheless we can 
be sure that there is a truth we can 
ap_prehend if only thro ugh that leap of 
f~llh which goes beyond the imme­
diate facts before us. 

We must be careful that our faith is 
based on evidence so that we do not 
believe in just anything. Fortunately 
for us God has left us ample evidence 
- through the visible universe and its 
laws and the nature of man which is 
open for us to study- that our fai th 
may have a solid basis on which to 
build. As the Psalmist tells us, "The 
heavens declare the glory of God and 
the ~arth showeth forth his handi ­
~ork . ( Psalm 19: I ). And again. 
What is man that thou art mindful of 

Dr. lie~bert R. Pankratz is Professor 
of Music at Nunh Park Col/ ' Cl . fl/' . ege, 11-
cago. ino1s. He is a me111ber of ti 
Fos1er A , B · . 1

" 
Vt nue apl1s1 ( hurch in Chi-

cago. 
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Mt;t;T 
by H erbert R. Pankratz 

h im ? and the son of man tha t thou 
visitest him? For thou hast made him 
a little lower than the angels, a nd hast 
crowned him with glory and honor" 
( Psalm 8 : 4-5). The direction that our 
faith should take is m ade complete 
through the reve lation of God in Jesus 
C hrist: "In the beginning was the 
Word, and the W ord was with God 
and the Word was God. The same wa~ 
in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by h im . and without him 
was not anything m ade tha t was made" 
(John I : 1-3 ) . 

.Others again will insist tha t though 
fai th may not be irrational it is so un­
related to the ra tional tha t a ll we need 
to do is receive the revela tion as some­
thing incomprehensible and even to 
glory in its insoluble m ysteries. Thi s 
approach, too, has no place for learn-
111g. Let us attend rather to the coun­
sel of the Scriptures which tell us · 
"Come now, and let us reason to~ 
g.ether, sa ith the L ord : though your 
sins be as scarlet , they shall be as 
"." h1te .as snow; though they be r ed 
li ke c rimsom , they shall be as wool." 
T he Apostle Paul , himself well ­
schooled in Greek phi losoph y and the 
Hebrew l_aw. further admonishes us 
through his words to T imothy : "St11dy 
to show thyself approved unto God a 
workman that needeth not to ,b 
asha med , rightl y div id in g the word o~ 
truth" ( II T imothy 2: 15) o 1 h' . · n genera 
p llosp_h1cal grounds, then. there a re 
no sen o us barriers to the meet ing of 
fan h and learning in ·.bl 
tio nship. a via e rela-

How shall fait h and lea rning meet . 
the everyd · 111 . ay prac ti ca l classroom o 
ca. mpus situation? Th'is · r is much more 
difficul t to answer because . 
CL . every cu·-

1mstance has its un ique t f . · . . · se o pa rt1c-
1p<1nts with a un iq ue . 

issue to be re-

solved. The problem wi ll vary greatly 
fro m one d isc ipline to another, so that 
no specific set of rules or procedures 
can be outl ined fo r bringing out two 
ingredients toge ther. What !s. impor­
ta nt, once the genera l proposition con­
cerning faith and learning has been 
se ttled is to m aintain an openness to 
the o~portunity to make rela tionships 
in part icula r instances. . 

A word of caution m ay be m ord~r. 
No useful purpose will be s7rved in 

substituting theological divers ions for 
the su bject matter at hand. N.or will 
the forc ing of re li gious impl ications or 
applicat io ns beyond what is w.arran~ed 
in the components of the discussion 
pro mote the cause we ho ld dea r '. Stu­
dents will be quick to note th is ki~d of 
art ificia lity, howeve r we l1-intent10.ned 
it m ay be. H owever, the f_oregomg, 
though a distinc t poss ibility, is not .so 
li ke ly to be o u r problem as to be in­

sens itive to appropriate comments 
when o pportun ities arise . 

f J11usic and rn m y own discipline o 
the a rts there is perhaps less of a 

. For o ne proble m than m other areas. f 
thing the subjec t m a tter its~l f 0 ten· 

. 
1
. . ns in some conta111s re 1g1o us cancer 

f · · of the par-orm. and a n exp l1 cat1on .
1 

d 
ticu lar s ituation at h and necessan. Y an f 
naturally will involve a d iscuss10~. 0 

matters o f fai th. Where the s u J~~~ 
m at ter docs not deal directly wi 
m atters of fa ith- as, for exam ple. '; 
study of sonata form o r as~ects ~ 
Impressio nist painting-the ume .a ~ 
lotted will best be spent in dea ling wit 
the scheduled topics, m ak ing them as 
c lear and m ean ingful as possible, even 
though we may recogn ize in these 
matters that on the o ne ha nd God is a 
Goel o f order a nd that on the oth~r 
colors in painting are after a ll an imi­
tation o f God's nature. It is not nee· 
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essary to allegorize every proposition. 
What is important is a readiness for 
the possibility of a Christian applica­
tion when the occasion lends itself. 
These possibi lities som et imes come up 
in a comple tely unexpected way, per­
haps growing out of student com­
ments. These are often the best, since 
they will contain and con vey a sense o f 
that which is natural and appropriate 

(as suggested above) in a far better 
way than a kind o f planned "punch­
line for the Lord ." 

In summary, I feel there is no in­
herent antagonism between fa ith and 
lea rning and conco mitantly no prob­
lem in findin g a relationship between 
the two. Secondly there a re ample 
opportuni ties in the classroom and in 
counseling to establish these relation-

ships when a n open attitude is present 
toward such a possibility. Thirdly, and 
most important, it is imperative to re­
flect the C hristian view in the life that 
is led. Demonstration of the Christian 
ethic in thought and action can say 
more than a verbalization of principles, 
important as they may be. When both 
are in harmony we can feel, as pro­
fessors, that we are fulfilling our tasks. D 

LABO~ DAY 
September 2.1974 

Labor Day is a unique holiday, observed as a 11a1ional holiday 
only in the United States and Canada. The da v was estab­
lished by national law as a salute 10 the working person. and 
to Americans the holiday heralds a change in life style as it 
usually marks the end of vacation season , the start of another 
school year. and a seasonal change. These words f ro111 The 
Living Bible ref er to work. 

"What does one rea lly get from hard work? I have tho ught 
about th is in con nection with a ll the va rious kinds of work 
God has given to m an k ind . Everything is appropria te in its 
own time. But tho ugh God has planted ete rnit y in the hea rts 
o f men. even so, man cannot see the who le scope of God's 
work from beginn ing to end. So I conclude tha t, first , there 
is no thing better fo r a man than to be ha ppy and to enjoy 
himself as Jong as he can ; and second, that he should eat ~nd 
d rin k and enjoy the fruits of his labors, for these are gifts 

from God . ... 

September 1974 

The man who works hard sleeps well wheth er he eats little 
or much, but the rich must worry and su ffer insomnia .... 

A lazy man is brother to the saboteu r . . .. 
Remember to observe the Sabbath as a holy day. S ix days 

a week are for you r da ily dut ies and your regular work. but 
the seventh d ay is a day of Sabbath rest before the Lord your 
God. " 

Ecclesiastes 3: 9- 13 and 5-12 
Proverbs 18:9 and Exodus 20: 8- 10 from rhe Living Bible 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Readers: The opportunity of 
stud ying, visiting, preaching and lec­
turing in lands beyond the Atlantic 
Ocean has been a very rewarding ex­
perience for this wri ter. During the 
past several months he has reported to 
you on his views of the religious situa­
tion in three nations-Spain, Egypt 
and Cameroon- of the more than a 
~ozen countries in which he has spent 
time during his sabbatical leave from 
the Seminary. Jn this issue he has not 
concentrated on current religious pat­
terns in Switzerland so much as the 
significance of this country in the his­
tory of Protestantism. In the next is­
sue this writer will conclude this se­
ries with a more detailed report on his 
observations while in Israel. Jn the 
meantime he wishes to thank those 
who have written him questions and 
comments while he has been out of the 
country. He will be return ing to the 
usual fo rmat of this column in two 
months time. 

This writer has chosen to discuss in 
this brief report the country of Swit­
zerland as the representative of central 
Europe because he has spent more 
time there and because it is a very 
unique country. Wi thin a matter of 
a few mi les from west to east to so uth 
the traveler moves from French to 
German to Italian cul tural orientations. 
Switzerland is here selected by this 
writer because of the great role it has 
played in the Protestant Reformation. 
. Wi th in the eastern part of the nation 
in t_he beauti ful thriving metropolis of 
Zurich an exciti ng h istory has been 

A ddress letters to Dean Gerald L. 
Borchert. North A 111erica11 Baptist Semi­
nary, 1605 S. Euclid A ve. Sioux Fall · 
S.D. 57105 ' J , 

12 

etched in the history of Protestantism 
an~ Swi tz~rl and viz. the story o f Hul­
dre1ch Zwingli. 

The church of Zwingli- Grossmuen­
ster-which is located in the center of 
the ci ty and which dom inates the land­
scape is the place fro m which the Swiss 
Reformatio n received its great impetus. 
Before comi ng to Grossmuenster in 
1 ~IS , Z~ingli had wo n a significant 
victory m the expulsion o f Samson 
a salesman of indulgences. What fol~ 
~owed in Zurich was a gradual develo p­
ing a ttack o n the basic structu re of 
much of Roman Cathol ic dogma . 
Celebacy and fast ing were early chal­
lenged in thei r compulsory' forms, then 
i~ons and th.e Mass came under Zwing­
li ~ condemning proclamations. H e like­
wise reiected Luther's t ransubstantia­
lio n concept of the Lord 's Supper and 
~oved to expouse a more symbolic 
in te rpretation. 

While he was viewed as a rad ical 
reformer,_ for Bapt ists he added a sad 
~hapter m history as he strongly re­
jected . A nabaptis t perspectives and in 
~act vigorously supressed their teach­
ings. T hrough political pressures ex­
po_nents of Anabaptist ideas were im­
prisoned and some were killed. F or 
~ese acts one can hardly p raise him 

evertheless , his approach to S . . 
lure t ·b cnp-

con ri uted signi ficantly to the de-
~elopment of Bapt ist theology, and no 

a pht1st should visit Grossmuenster 
wit out tha nking God for such . 
in the Reformation li ke Zwin r a voice 

In the pressures of the da gy J.Z . 1 · 
strove for . wing 1 
ers a unity among the reform-

f 
' _because he realized that th 

ormmg cant (d ' ' e re-
land . ons istricts) of Switzer-

were in grave d 
conquered by th a nger of being 
tons D · e powerful fo rest can-

. uring the second f h 
pel Wars in 153 1 . o t e Cap-
as the chaplain to whhll: he was serving 
was killed d t e Zurich forces he 
by the oppo~~on bruta lly dismembered 

Here in the cit. wh· 
point of the YI ich was the foca l 

. ear y Swiss R f . 
the Baptists h e orma!Jon 
ternational s a_ve established an in-
The choice ~m1~ary at Ruesc hl ikon. 
cause in Sw·t1s )indeed significan t be-

1 ze r and amo h 
countries of Ce t 

1 
ng t e man y 

lists won the n ~a Euro pe the Bap­
dom A . . n g t o f religious free 

. v1s1t by Bapt' t . -
nary is a genuine .' is s to thi s se mi-
ence. in ternational expe ri -

Across th . e nation and · h 
west lies the ch . m t e fa r 
ern ci ty of G armin g ?us tling, mod-
f eneva which is f 
or international . amous 

houses such . conferences and 
those o f th rnE1portant headquarters as 

e uropean , 
United Natio . sector of the 

ns ( m the League of N a-

lions build ings) and the In ternational 
Red Cross. 

But it is up the hill o f Geneva o n 
the Rue Calvin where Joh n Calvin's 
home once stood and where the great 
refo rmer lived and died as well as in 
the famous Cathedral a ' short distance 
away on the Cour St. Pierre where he 
once taught , and close by in the Tem­
ple de L'Audi tore where great men 
like Theodore Beza and John Knox 
studied . taugh t and p reached that this 
writer found his inspiratio n. To have 
spent a n hour o r mo re wi thin Calvin's 
church in si len t p rayer, medita tio n and 
reflect io n upon what one man, given all 
his huma n fra ilties , could do for God in 
a short li fe- time is an experience which 
this writer wi ll never forget. 

Calvin 's Reforma tion foll owed 
closely o n the heels of Zwingli's death . 
Between the ages of 25 and 27 ( 1536) , 
after proving to be a brill iant student 
o f both theology and law, and after 
having published a t least two major 
works. and after having experienced a 
major life-conversion. John Calvin fin­
ished the fi rst draft of his Jnsti flltes 
of the Christian R eligion , a work wh_ich 
is still a m ajor textbook for theological 
studen ts in the Reformed traditions. 
The Academy of Geneva which Cal­
vin fou nded with Beza became o ne of 
the greatest P rotesta nt theological 
tra inin g centers of the day and s ince 
that time has indelib ly influenced the 
pattern of theological educatio n !0 r 
Protestant m inis ters and missionan es. 

The Park of the Reformers below the 
hill is likewise an important plac~ ~or 
the Protestant v isitor. H ere a striking 
memorial has been crrected by the 
citizens of Geneva in honor o f re­
fo rmers th roughout the world . From 
the Grand Elector of Brandenburg to 
Bocskay, from Roger Wi ll iams t? 
Henry IV of France, from Le T ac;­
turne to Knox from Calvin to Fare ' 
and from Luther to Zwin gli many at 

· the 
the grea t figures a nd events in 
figh t fo r re ligious freedo m a re chiseled 
here in s tone so tha t visitors from near 

the 
and far may pause a nd reflect o n 
mean ing of rel igious liberty. 

Switzerla nd is, thus, more th a~ 
beautiful mount a ins , mirro r Jakes an 

· . 1 e where vacation resorts. rt 1s a p ac 
much of the re li gious history of pro t­
estant ism is enshrined . B~t ~ike almO~; 
all nations today, it too 1s 1n need ' fe 
new reformat ion Secular ways of ]I 
have captivated . m any of its citize_ns. 
T he Gospel, however, has a nd is being 

. d . . . 1· nd the experie nce 111 its vita 1ty a 
preaching o f the Word has been able_ to 
bring ahou t magnificent transformatio n 

of life. O 
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ONE OF THE BIGGEST JOBS 
IN THE CHURCH 

by Raym ond M. V eh 

A c hurch paper cartoon depicts a man 
standing in a large glass case with an 
a ttached s ign reading, " Break G lass in 
Case of Emergency." Pictured also 
was one youth saying to another, "He's 
our youth fellowship counselor." 

In a real way th is cartoon demon­
strates how much youth groups de­
pend on adult advisors for ass istance 
~nd guidance. It depicts, likewise, the 
ideal youth counselor . He is always in 
~he background of his group engender­
ing a sense of trust and a feeling of 
conti nu ity. 

The capable youth advisor is not so 
much concerned a bout program as peo­
ple. H e provides a context wherein 
the youth o f his group, through pro­
gram, fellowshi p and counseling, meet 
God. His fund amental cont ributio n is 
made through: 

( 1) shar ing his devotio n for C hrist ; 
(2) evidencing enthus iasm for 

church work ; and 
( 3) g rowing spiritually th rough 

genuine fr iendship. 
T ake this matter of sharing one's de­

votion to C hrist as the springboard for 
g~od counseling. The youth counselor 
will seek to insp ire the ind ividual as 
w.ell as the fe llowship group through 
h is own commitmen t. He will be loyal 
to_ Christ a nd his persona l conv ictions 
Will be contagious. As God 's am bas­
sador, he wi ll ac t as an ambassador 
should act. He will Jet God di rect his 
th.oughts, words , message. hands. H e 
Will evidence tha t hi s objective is to 
serve Goel and men. 

The youth advisor wi ll share his en-
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thusiasm for Christ's church. E nthu­
siasm is something that is caught, not 
taught. The only way youth will be­
co me enthusiastic about something is 
if they see that the advisor is enthu­
siast ic. As a youth counselor, he will 
open doors so that the young people can 
serve on various projects of the church. 
and he wi ll build bridges (or under­
standing) between the yo ung people 
and the adults. Belief in the inhe rent 
capabil iti es, ideas and creativeness of 
you th, recognition o f the need for re­
sponsible youth involvement in the to tal 
program of the chu rch , and mindful­
ness of the missio n of youth in the 
life of the church-these will spark 
leaders of the congregation to give 
youth their rightful p laces in the total 
li fe of the congregation. 

A counselor's biggest contribution 
may be th rough his provid ing growth 
experiences afforded by the certainty 
of genuine friendship. To sustain the 
individual C hristian young person 
through fe llowship ( friendship through 
the group) on a wider basis is the 
counselor's persistent goal. 

To prepare himself for this goal he 
m ust read books on youth psychology: 
read what youth are reading; go to 
footbal l. baseball and basketball games: 
see what youth are seeing o n television. 
Learning is a continuo us process and 
a good adv isor sho uld always be learn­
ing. 

A smile can go a long way in re-
assuring teen-agers. He wi ll take time 
to know the members of his group. 
He will go to a meeti ng early and stay 

a little while after the meeting so that 
he can chat with the young people. H e 
will make himself ava ilable to listen to 
their problems. H e wi ll speak to them 
on the street or a fter church. If be 
notes a member hasn't been to an ac­
tivity for a while, he wi ll call him. 
Nothing can take the place of personal 
contact. 

Essentially a teen-ager is six different 
persons and matures in six different 
ways: chronological, physical, social , 
emotional, spiritual and mental. The 
growth rate is not even , and it is often 
difficult for a teen-ager to accept this 
fact. A youth can be mature socially, 
but emotionally and spiritually still act 
like a child. Reading books o n adoles­
cent growth and psychology does not 
solve problems, but such reading does 
make the job a little easier. When one 
compliments o r criticizes he does so in 
terms of the job done, not the person. 

There are times an advisor has to 
use his own judgment concerning mat­
ters which affect his group. He weighs 
the pros and cons and decides on the 
right course of action. This is why it is 
important to know what the policies of 
the minister and congregation are re­
garding youth work . 

Every counselor will ask himself 
many times why G od gave him the im­
poss ible task of adv ising teen-agers in 
a three-ring circus called a fellowship. 
But if you are a counselor, take heart! 
H e chose you because you had the 
needed make-up-and the constitution 
to survive. D on 't underestimate what 
your young people are learning from 
the experiences you are affording them. 
Say an extra prayer, take up the work 
and p ersevere. 

See why the youth counselor's job is 
o ne of the greatest in the church? D 
Reprinted, with permission. from THE 
L OOKOUT. 

" Now I got something you keep sa ying 
you never had a s a kid , Dad." 

13 



HAPPINESS 

by Mrs. Jeanette 
Stein, president of 
the W.M.U., 
Winnipeg, Man. 
.. , gestion is 

Let s go fishing!" That st1g
5

iiJSm, e~­
usually met wi th great entf1tl )'louse 1s 
pecially by ch ildren. Soon tbe .. J_.et's go 
echoing with many shouts of· chi ldren, 
fishing!" In a short time tf1ee'1t1ipment 
parents, lunch and fishi ng car and 
a re packed into the farnih' 
heading for the lake. te r's s ug-

"~et's go fishing!" was petl'ley, too, 
gesuon to the disciples and .11 g for a 
set out enthusiastically, )10J'.'

1

11 jght and 
good catch. T hey fished all ,

1
d caught 

w hen morning came they 11; l'le shore , 
nothing. J es us called frorTl jOe of the 
"Cast your nets on the other 51f1eir nets 
boat." and when they did s0 

0 to over­
were almost immediately fi lle 
flowing. dO much 

Throughout our lives l/ole 5. Every­
fishing- fishing for happine5 i:ition and 
one is engaged in this occtll' years and 
many o f us have fished fo~ g to us as 
caught nothing. J esus is cail•fl go• "Cast 
he did to the disciples long :i •' He is 
your nets on the o ther sidei·1t1des. If 
asking us to change our at' .w! ll soon 
we heed his call , we. toO· 

0
.wing with 

have out nets fi lled to over~ 
happiness. we wi ll 

~ n changing our attitt1dete served, 
stnve to serve rather tharl We will 
10 g ive rather than to recei\/e· 
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pass a cup of cold water to the thirsty 
a nd extend a helping hand to th~ down­
trodden. We will sha re the . JOYS of 
those who smi le and weep "."1th thos.e 
who sorrow. I n trying to b_nng happi­
ness to others, happiness will come to 

us. 0 

PRECIOUS PEARLS 
by M rs. Edwin C. (M eraleen) K ern, 
missionary to Japan, presen tly on leave. 

H ave yo u ever admired the beauty of a 
real pea rl? Having been in Japan, the 
"Land o f Silk and ~ea rls," I h ave 
learned to appreciate the beauty of 
pearls much mo re and the art of cul­
turing pearls has taken on a new a nd 

grea ter meaning. 
For thousands o f years a nd in many 

languages, the word, pearl, h as been 
synonymous with beauty and. gre~t 
worth. There a re many quotations in 

the Bible using the word, pearl, such as 
"pearls of wisdom," "a pearl among 
women," "a pearl of great p rice," 
"pearl s before swine," etc. 

There are two types of true pearls: 
na tural and cultured. They a re both o f 
great value since they are produced by 
pearl oys ters . An oyster , however, 
does not produce unless an irri tant en­
ters its shell and lodges itself in its 
tissues. The only difference between a 
natura l and a cultured pearl is that the 
nat ural pearl is produced when a n irri­
tan t (such as a grain of sand) acciden­
tally enters the oyster's shell a nd makes 
its way to a certain spot in the soft tis­
sue where it is covered with layers of 
nacre. 

These are very scarce, so until the 
process of culturing pearls was s uccess­
fully ach ieved, the only pearls were 
natural pearls d iscovered by dive rs 
sea rchi ng fo r these coveted gem s. 

T he art of culturing pearl s took 
much study, painstak ing care, pro­
longed endeavo r and grea t fin ances. It 
is a delicate operatio n w hich takes 
many years. 

Cultured pearls a re p roduced by 

forcing an irritant into the oyste • · 
d 1 . r s tis-

sue .
1
anh prope

1
r ~ cfian.ng for the oysters 

unt1 t e. pear 1~ n1shed. Thus, they 
are ge

1
n
1
udme pear~ produced through a 

contro e operation . They are 
h . .fi . 

1 
not 

synt et1c o r art1 c 1a . 

Th7,re ~re the "sim ulated pearl 
beads whic h are synthetics artificially 
m anufactured. A close look at th 
wi ll revea l the d ifference in qualetse 
D b d 

. d ' I y. 
o not e ece1ve by the real look f 

" · 1 b d " Th o pe,1r ea s. ey are not produced 
by oysters. These sm all beads have 
merely been coated to p roduce the gen­
eral outward appearance o f pearls but 
they lack the deep luster and soft iri ­
descent color of true pearls. A close 
look will reveal the character of each: 
the true pearl h as warmth and Juster· 
a "pearl bead" has a cold gl itter. ' 

Let us briefly cons ide r the process of 
culturing pearls and the finished prod­
uct. 

A special type of live oyster is 
needed and gathe red by ~h~ pearl 
fa rmers. The righ t kind of 1rntant or 
nucleus, a small, round bead of calcium, 
is inserted into the oyste r 's soft tissue 
and the oysters are again put back into 
the ocean to grow up and produce 
pearls. They are placed in wire mesh 
baskets which arc lowered into the 
ocean and fastened to a wooden raft 
so that each pearl farmer can watch 
closely and care for h is oysters. 

Pearl farmers also face the danger of 
na tural disasters such as typhoons, 
earthquakes, tidal waves and "red tides" 
caused by an influx of plankton which 
is the oyster's natural food in a poi­
sonous fo rm. It is a deep orange color 
and makes the water appear red. 

There is a long wai ting period be­
fore the pearl farmer wi ll receive any 
monetary va lue in retu rn for h is labors. 

The beautification process takes 
place as the oyster tries to rid itself of 
the irritant, bu t can not, so it begins to 
secre te enzymes w h ich form a cover­
ing. called nacre, over the nucleus. 
The oyste r is a lso growing up during 
th is process . 1t takes m a ny years . The 

Rev. ond Mrs. Edwin C. Kern, Timothy,, Deborroh, Dovid, 
ond the twins; Joe ond Nathon . 

Oyster opened revealing the birth of o 
beoutiful peer!. 
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larger the pearl, the longer it takes. It 
takes approximately three to five years 
for small pearls a nd up to ten years for 
the la rge pearls. 

When the pearls are ready, the oys­
ters are removed from the ocean and 
are opened to remove the precious 
pearls. Physical death of the oyster is 
necessary to remove the pearl. At last. 
the master-the pea rl farmer-re­
~eives his precious gem and can admire 
its beauty. 

There are various colors of pearls­
pink, wh ite, blue, yellow. Some are 
worth more than others because of 
scarcity, sh ape, size, etc. Some are im­
perfects, not perfectly round. but these 
are worth more because of their un­
usual shapes. 

These pearls a re now ready to be 
used by their master for whatever pur­
pose he has in mind for them. They 
b~ing him real joy and satisfaction for 
his long labors. 

The pearls which are not completely 
covered by nacre, or too m alformed or 
not fully developed, cannot be used and 
are crushed to powder for they are no t 
fi t to be used as jewelry. 

I t is amazing how few pearls are 
perfect in symmetry. luster and color. 
About 40 percent o f the entire pearl 
harvest is of som e marketable value. 
but perfect gems constitute not more 
tha_n five to ten percent of the harvest. 
1:h1s explains w hy pearls are so pre­
c ious. 

Did you realize that you, too. are a 
P.earl or could be a pearl? Let us con­
s ider the Greatest Pearl Farmer's pro­
cess of culturing pearls. 

W hen God created a special being 
called man , he created him differently 
than other forms of living creatures. 
There were animals and plants. but 
God c reated man in h is own image to 
be a special bei ng in a special way. 

God places with in each person a 
nuc leus o r living soul. We belo ng to 
~od, for he created us. Thus we are 
/ke the specia l type of oyster needed 
o r. p roducing pearls, and the nuclc.us 

?r irritant placed w ithin us is our liv­
ing soul. God w ishes to work in and 
speak to our living soul through his 
l-io ly Spirit. 

Goel placed us in the world to grow 
lip and produce fru itful lives for h im. 
~e a re to bring honor and glory to 
hi.rn. H e watches us. cares for us and 
tries to help us grow in the way he 
pleases for us. Just as the oysters are 
kept in wire baskets to keep them from 
?ecoming lost in the ocean. we are kept 

in God's care a nd love. 
Th h Id a re not e cond it ions of t e wor 
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always conducive to our proper growth, 
bu t he cares for us and with his help 
we can grow. 

We, in our sinful nature, resist the 
work of the Holy Spirit in our soul. We 
are not willing to be dictated to. We 
try to get rid of or resist God's work in 
our soul. We are not anxious to do 
that which is right even though God 
tries to show us right and wrong 
through our conscience. Thus we try 
to avoid, ignore or get rid of our soul 
-the nucleus placed there by God. 

When we no longer resist him, but 
yield to the H oly Spirit, the beautifi­
cation process takes place. The fruit of 
the Spirit becomes evident in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness. 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self­
control. 

During this time we are "growing 
up" for him. Just as the oyster grows 
as it produces pearls, we, too, grow 
and produce better lives for him when 
growing conditions are right. We be­
come more beautiful and larger spiri­
tually as the years go by and we grow 
daily in him. It is a long process-yes, 
a life-long process! 

When the Master decides that our 
living soul is ready to be plucked from 
this world and separated from our 
physical body, our oyster shell, he d oes 
so and at last he receives his own 
precious pearls . "Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints." 

Physical death must take place to 
receive the living soul-his pearl! It is 
then that the true value of his gems 
can be realized and admired by the 
Master. 

The Master also finds pearls in vari­
ous colors-red, yellow, black and white 
They are all precious in his sight. 
Some are smaller for they have spent 

SHE 
LIVED 
TO 
SERVE 

by LaVema !11elilhafl, woman's work 
director 

Dorcas lived in a seaport city. Many 
of the men living there who went to 
sea never returned due to the storms 
and shipwreck. Dorcas was there to 
give her hel ping hand to the m any wid-

T 
./ 

PROGRAM IDEA 
FOR SEPTEMBER 
by A deline K opf, 
packet editor 

Are you ready for a v1s1t to J apan? 
Laverna Mehlhaff has prepared a very 
informative program giving many of 
her impressions of the people and the 
country where she served as a short 
term missionary. If you d id not use the 
program, "A Day at School," from 
the 1972 packet. you will find this a 
very interesting way to conduct your 
September meeting. This is a good 
time to invite guests-husbands or 
friends. Make some special e ffort with 
decorations. Look at the samples from 
Wright Studios for new ideas for mis­
sionary decorating. O 

less time growing up for him; others 
may be imperfect because of scars of 
sins in their lives; bu t in the Master's 
eyes they, too, are precious and useful 
if they are fully covered with his righ­
teousness. 

Perfect pearls are desired. but im­
perfects are also used and made per­
fect by him. P raise the Lord for his 
forgiveness that covers all our sins. 

Now the Great Pearl F armer sepa­
rates the good pearls from the rejects 
which cannot be used by him-those 
who are unsaved. unyielded to his 
Spirit and uncommitted to him. " He 
will punish those who do not know God 
and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

(Continued on page 31) 

ows in Joppa. I t was said of Dorcas 
that she spent all her time doing good 
and helping the poor. She used her 
hands wherever she could. Dorcas con­
tacted many people as she shared her 
concern and love for the needy. She 
shared her faith in Jesus with those 
whom she served. 

At her death the people knew where 
to go for help. They sought a man who 
followed Jesus. Peter. He came and as 
he prayed. life was given back to Dor­
cas. Because of this m any believed in 
Christ. 

Dorcas used her li fe to serve Christ 
whom she loved : the result was many 
contacts for Jesus. The same will hap­
pen to us today as we live our lives for 
Christ. O 
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The leneral Council 
Met at the l=orest Park 
OUice June 7-8.1974 

Each counci l mem ber came well prepared having stud ied 
numerous reports and the age nda. Zimmerm n, executive secretary, is presenti ng a ma tter. 

Eightee n seconds (minutes?) of unrecorded conver· 
sa tion between Dr. G. K. Zimmerma n a nd t he 
comptroller, Robert Ma yfo rth. 

Atte ntive Council me mbers. Front row from left to right: 
Rev. B. A. Rich, Dr. R. Schilke, Dr. J. Sonnenberg , Dr. D. J . 
Droewell. 

There were moments of meditotive thought . . .. of laughte r .. . of bea uty . . . of ha rd t hinking 
. . . of determinatio n 

Stanley Joh nson, council parlia me nta rian The " Yes" ha ve it! Each cooperating society presente d its ne eds and req uests. Milton H. Hilde brandt, general treasure r . 
and forme r moderator. 

SOME 
1976-79 CAPITAL FUND DRIVE 

The General Council approved a Capital Fund Drive 
for 1976. It requested the Stewardship Committee and 
the Finance Committee to develop detailed plans which 
are to be endorsed by the General Counci l and the 
Triennial Con~erence delegates in 1976, at which time 
the program will be lau nched. 

OFFICE RELOCATION 

Base~ on the . findings and recommendations of the 
Relocation Committee, the General Counci' l by · · unanimous 
vote went on record to endorse the immed· t 1 f 
h F P k . . 1a e sa e o 

t e orest ar Office budding. The chang· · · 
· 1 F p k mg situations m t 1e orest ar area, such as Jack of 110t 1 · f · e accommoda-t1ons or committee members airport t . 

h d . ' ransportat1on and 
ot er nee s peculiar to our specific op · eration make th. 
move necessary. At the present time '. is 

no suitable Ioca-
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tion has been found for either purchase or lease qf a 
bu ild ing or the purchase of a building site . The R eloca­
tion Committee will continue its study and analysis of 
site locations in several cities. As soon as an acceptable 
location is found, the Committee will submit its recom­
mendation to the Ge neral Co uncil for action. 

1975 BUDGET 
For the budget year of 1975, the General Council 

approved the goal of $2,200,000.00 

STEWARDSHIP MONTHS 
Upon recommendation of the F inance Committee, t~e 

General Council designated a Conference Stewardship 
Month for all N .A.B. churches. The C anadian chur~he~ 
will observe the month of October while North Amenc~ 
Baptis ts in the U.S.A. will have their special stewardship 
emphasis in November. 
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SAND DECI 
MERGER OF COMMITTEES 

The General Council approved a recommendation to 
merge the F inance Committee and the Stewardship Com­
m ittee. The objective of this merger is to bring t~gether 
under one committee the responsibilities and functions of 
ra ising a nd expending funds. Because. of this new struc­
ture, a new Communications Comm ittee has been ap­
pointed wh ich will be responsible for all Conference 
communications strategy and publication matters. 

N.A.B. SEMINARY SOLICITATION 
. d the recommendation of 

T he G eneral Council approve S . to begin 
~he Board of Trustees of the ~.A.B . em i;;r~nit apart-
1mmed iately with the constru~tion °~ ~n student housi~g. 
rnent build ing which will provide nee .e t · $380 000 00 
Th f th 's projec 1s ' · 
,.. c total est imated cost or 1 th following sources: 
1 he money is to come from e 
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The a rea secretary Willis E. Potratz help ing 
a co uncil member t o speak up through t he 
microphone. 

$105,000 from Seminary M AP funds; $175,000 from a 
mortgage loan ; $100,000 from solicited gifts from in­
dividuals. 

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY DEGREE 
Another recommendation by the N.A.B. Seminary 

Board of Trustees was likewise approved: The Seminary 
will initiate the D octor of Ministry program, giving con­
tinuing education opportunities for persons with superior 
potential. 

BRAZIL GROUP TOUR IN 1976 
A musical group made up of members of our churches 

in Brazil-similar to the groups from Cameroon and 
Japan-will tour N .A.B. churches from D ecember 197 5 
through February 197 6. Although details will have to be 
worked out, the tour was approved in principle. D 

17 



by Norris L. Helms 

"And the Lord added to the church daily such as should 
be saved." This passage of Scripture is taught by Pastor 
Braun to each New Member's Class at the R edeemer 
Baptist Church of Warren, Michigan. At no time in his 
ministry have I heard our beloved pastor say, "Look what 
I have done for our church." He gives all the honor to 
the Lord. Truly I can say that the Lord has used this 
humble man in a mighty way at Redeemer. 

May 5, 1974, was proclaimed " Adolph Braun Day" 
in the city of Warren, Michigan, as a tribute to Pastor 
Braun's 20 years of ministry at this church. On Sunday 
evening, the church participated in a 20th Anniversary 
Service with 650 community, Conference leaders, clergy, 
church members and friends in attendance. 

The service began with the song "To God be the Glory, 
Great .Things He H ath Done." Pastor Braun has always 
proclaimed these truths in anything and everything that 
has been accomplished in his ministry at this church . 
Comments from many of our North American Baptist 
churches, as well as other churches in the city and across 
the country, ~ere received congratulating him on his 20 
years of ser~1ce here. Greetings were received from his 
first .church m Emery, S.D., his home church, the First 
Baptist Church of Auburn, as well as from F lorida Kan­
sas, ~orth Dakota and Wisconsin, to name a few'. The 
followm~ are a few of the comments written by his fellow 
pastors m letters of commendation to him . "Such 
mendable, fa ithful service over that span of. t' com-. h 1me must at 
t~es ave amounted to a spiritual blood transfusion and 
t e L?rd has blessed it.'.' Another Pastor said, "The Bible 
and l~e call our ~ttention to many men who began well 
but did not rem am steadfast you began yo . . 
well. . . . It is evident that. you have conti ur dm1mstdry 
fastly " A 'ghb · nue stea -

. n~1 ormg Baptist pastor with a church 
hardly one mile from Redeemer says, " I hav 
him as a friend and helper to my ow . . e counted 
I b 

n mm1stry He has 
a ways een courteous and kind to me d .. 
wa f h. h h h' , an m many 'ys o w ic e imself may not have been 
has been a blessing to me and an enco awa~e, he 
gospel ministry." Still another pastor wri~~:g7,~~nt 10 the 
w~1ch. you have established for yourself h;s bee~ pattern 
sp1Tat1on to many of us younger pasta s ,, an m-
COMMUNJTY APPRECIATION r . 

The Proclamation of "Adolph Braun D ,, 
Ted Bates of Warren was read and p ayd by Mayor 
t h . resente to the p 
or at t e service. The Proclamation re 1 as-

of appreciation to the pastor fo r h. . vea s a real sense 
. is mterest and invol 

me?t m community affairs and thin !!s that ff . ve-
of its people. He has served on the~ W a ec~ the lives 
mission, spoken in high schools and ti a~cn Cnme Com­
has appeared on local television pr ie ocal college, and 
Christian views. A certificate of ogra~s . to express h is 

apprec1at1on from Gov-

Mr. Norris L. Helms is Assistant to ti p 
er Baptist Church Warren M. h . 1e astor at Redeem-

' , 1c 1gan. 
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ernor Milliken of the State of Michigan was presented to 
our pastor by R epresentative Warren O 'Brien. Also 
House Resolut ion 330 from the House of R epresentatives 
of the State of Michigan , offered by Representat ives 
O'Brien and John T. Kelsey, was read and presented to 
Pastor Braun. Again th is is an ind ication to me that the 
leaders of our city, community and state appreciate those 
men who have dedicated their lives to God and service to 
mankind. It m akes our society a better place in which to 
Jive. 
A GODLY FAMILY 

Pastor Braun 's parents were in attendance, and his 
father, Mr. Otto Braun, stated , " T his was a nd is a church 
of God and that the L ord has blessed abunda ntly." The 
parents of our pastor recently celebrated their 60th wed­
ding anniversary. Pastor's eldest brother, one of his 
daughters, and his wife also paid t ribute to thei r loved one 
during the service. 
CHURCH ACCLAMATION 

The moderator of the church, Mr. Roy Crane, r eviewed 
the 20 years of growth during our pastor's ministry. The 
church has grown spiritually from 168 members when he 
arrived to near ly 900 members a nd between three and 
four hundred fr iends who call this their church home. 
During his ministry we have witnessed an ever increas­
ing attendance at each of the services. T he average Sun­
day morning worship attendance in 1973 was 696; eve­
ning worship was 427; and Wednesday n ight was 283. The 
church has grown physically from a basement church 
when he arrived, through three building programs, to a 
total complex which is now est imated at somewhere b~­
tween 2 and 3 million dollars with an annual budget JO 

excess of $300,000. The latest addition was added in 
197 1. The moderator very appropriately stated that Pas­
tor Braun has Jed us in work, giving, devotion to duty, 
study, faith , love a nd growth. It is now one of t~e five 
larges t churches in the Conference in membersh ip, at­
tendance, budge t and physical faci lities. This is remark­
able in light of the fact that our community is between 
80-95% Catholic . 

Through our pastor's insight, ma ny years ago, our 
church adopted a priori ty program of support to the local 
church. It includes faithfu l attendance at Sunday morn­
ing and even ing ser vices, Wednesday Bible study, and 
Monday night program of visitation combined with a w~ll­
planned boys and girls p rogram ( Boys Brigade and Pw­
n~e r Girls). This program leaves Tuesday and Thursday 
rnghts as F amily Nights. 
CLERGY ACKNOWLEDGMENT "d t The Rev. R on Mayforth, who is currently pr~si en 
of the North American Baptist Minister's Fellowship, ex­
pressed gratefulness to the pastor for his assistance a~d 
cooperation with the other North American Baptist 
churches, as well as the General Conference. 

(Continued on page Ji) 
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they are not gifted enough to take on 
an administrative or leadership respon­
sibility, yet are willing to serve. 

How is a record system made work­
able? 

We have administered our system in 
the following way. The chart also il­
lustrates it. 
A. Registration 

1. Members fill out one side of the 
registration card and visitors the 
other side during the morning 
worship service. 

2. Sunday school scholars (regular) 
are marked on attendance cards; 
visitors are listed in triplicate on 
a visitor's form. 

3. Mid-week (family n ight) attenders 
are listed on charts and visitors 
are listed on visitor's forms. 

CHURCH RECORD KEEPING by Ernie Rogalski 
4. Vacation Bible school regular at­

tenders are listed on charts; visi­
tors are listed on visitor's forms. 

Why keep church and Sunday school 
records? 

Some people would answer, "To sat­
isfy the whims of a born statistician 
and to reduce people to numbers and 
categories." I n situations where this is 
the case, record keeping should be dis­
continued. On the other hand, where 
record keeping has a spiritual purpose 
such as helping guide pastors, deacons, 
teachers, youth workers and visitation 
teams in effectively carrying out thei r 
respect ive responsibilities, records are 
a must. T his latter approach is in keep­
ing with the injunction of the Apostle 
Paul in I Cor. 14: 40, "Let all things 
be done properly and in an ordt!rly 
manner." ( New American Standard 
Bible) 

H ow extensive or how limited sho11/d 
this record keeping be? 

Needless to say, the records must be 
comprehensive enough so that no one 
Who needs the help they provide is 
handicapped. Records that cause du­
plication of calls are inadequate and 
records that cause neglect of those who 
should be visited are too limited. In 
contrast, record keeping must never 
become so cumbersome and unwieldy 
that few understand how they funct ion 
and many persons are .needed simply 
to perpetuate the system. 

Should records be kept for the 
church as a whole or sho11ld their use 
be left up to th ; individual societies 
and organizations? 

The answer to th is question will be 
determined by one's theology of the 
chu'.ch. If the unity of the B~dy of 
Christ is paramou nt, a system rn~ol.v­
~ every aspect of the church's minis-

1'he R ev. Ernie R ogalski is associate 
Pastor of the T emple Baptist C/111rch, 
Lodi, California. 
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try and the co-ordination of this system 
will be needed. If, however, a frag­
mented approach is taken, this will not 
be necessary. Since I, personally, hold 
to the "unity" concept, further practical 
suggestions will be made in this area. 

The first concern is to find a publish­
ing house that provides such a system. 
There are numerous records programs 
that involve the Sunday school or some 
other area of Christian education; 
however, few of the publishing houses 
provide an integrated and co-ordinated 
system for the church as a whole. With 
slight modifications and a few addi­
tions, we have found that the "P-C" 
Records System has met our needs in 
this regard. Should you be interested 
in additional information about it, 
write Mrs. Lenore M. Honline, P. 0. 
Box 176, Yorba Linda, California 
92686. 

A second concern is finding the 
necessary staff and workers to keep 
the records. They must be individuals 
who are meticulous, faithful and who 
recognize this service as an important 
ministry. Thei r helpers, in many in­
stances, can be people who might think 

B. Secretarial Responsibilities 
I. Members' attendance is posted 

in the master record binders. 
These cover a four-year period. 
Once a month this information is 
posted on a chart listing the 
names of each deacon's and dea­
coness's flock. (Thus they will 
know at a glance who needs at­
tention.) Information on visi­
tors is recorded in duplicate, 
with one copy retained for at­
tendance records (two years) 
and the other copy given to the 
Visitation (Andrew Club) Direc­
tor. 

2. Sunday school scholars' atten­
dance is noted on cards and the 
information added monthly to 
their cumulative record card. 
Once a month an absentee report 
is given to each teacher so that 
they will know which scholar 
needs attention. Visitors are 
registered on slips which are 
given to the teacher and to the 
Visitat ion Director. 

3. Family Night members (chil­
dren's clubs, Pioneer Girls, 

(Continued on page 30) 
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LUTHER, PLEASE 
by Ron Susek SHOUT AGAIN! 

A Repeat of History 

It took courage but he did it. Martin 
Luther relentlessly attacked the Roman 
Catholic position that equalized church 
tradition and scriptural authority. Fur­
thermore, in practice, the Scriptures 
were placed second to tradition where 
they conflicted. 

Luther shouted, "Sola Scriptura" 
The Bible alone carried divine author­
ity. Men everywhere began to study 
the Scriptures and great numbers of 
people ascended to cultural and spi ri­
tual heights. 

Today, we face a serious danger. 
We are being returned to a pre-refor­
mation-type problem. A growing num­
ber of people are building their faith 
and doctrine on the Scriptures plus 
their experiences. And where they con­
flict, their experiences become the fi­
nal word. 

This can be seen in the fo llowing 
true-life story. Not long ago, a Bible 
scholar was invited to a home for dis­
cussion. It turned out that the hosts 
really wanted him to hear a woman 
te.stify of her latest experience. The 
Bible scholar kindly showed her on 
several counts where her experience 
was not consistent with Scripture. Her 
response was simply, "I don 't care 
wh~t the Bible says; I've had the ex­
pene~ce and that is all that matters!" 

This fact of placing Scripture sec­
ondary. to. experience is evidenced also 
by a d1gn.1fied dentist who came from a 
conservative . background. Having be­
come experience-oriented, he openly 
att~cke? the position that special reve­
lation 1s contained only in the Scrip­
tures. He is wide open to the whim 
and urge of anyone who claims to have 
heard God speak. 

.we are fr ightfully surrounded with 
e~1dence that the "experience first d 
B bl d" · an 

I e secon cult JS a growing threat 
to h1ston c Christianity. An attitud f 
"h h ,, e o 

o- um comes when Bible scholars 
e.xpound the Word and challenge Chris­
tians to work hard in study to " 
show thyself approved unto G d 
workmen that needeth not t ob ' 

h ed 'hi 0 e as am , n g t y divid ing the word f 
truth' ' (I~ T.imothy 2 : 15) . These sa:e 
peholplel ' wi ll Jam audi to ri ums and fever-
1s y isten to someone tell of his ex­
perience. 

This is not, by the way, a call to re-
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turn to the "testimony time" when peo­
ple sat in silence for a long time only 
to have someone stand and repeat his 
pet phrase for the one-tho usandth time. 
It is a call to restore the Scriptures to 
their supreme God-intended posit ion . 
It is a ca ll to jam auditoriums for the 
expounding of the Scriptures so that 
our experience and practice of life 
might be of eternal gold . 

A new flow of religious books is c ur­
rently undermining Scriptural author­
ity. They hold forth someone's experi­
ence and the experience becomes the 
theme of Christian conversation. 
Heavy life-building books which take 
work to read are laid aside. The threat 
is that the experience-oriented book of­
ten attempts to justify poor doctrine 
and even false doct rine on the basis 
that " it happened to me''. Testimonial 
books are hardly test-able and need to 
be kept in their place. 

Another vehicle for experience-ori­
ented thinking has often been the home 
Bi ble study and prayer meeting. Too 
often they are no more than someone 
trying to pawn off his exper ience on 
others. No amount of Biblical t ruth 
can stop the seemingly neurotic need 
to have someone else sha re in the ex­
pe:ience. Perhaps recruiting others 
brin gs a sense of security. 

It is time now for Luther to shout 
again, "Sola Scriptural" It needs to be 
shouted from every pulpit . It must be 
the. burn ing conviction of our conver­
sations. 

Why Sound The A larm 
It is urgent that Christians every­

where sound the alarm. Why? First 
because there is a host of gulli ble peo~ 
pie who will be destroyed. For their 
sake, we need to fai thfully expound the 
Word. 

Obviously, truth will never be de­
~ troyed . T he defense of bibl ical truth 
is not out of fear that it wi ll be dam­
aged. It is concern for those who will 
be damaged by fa lse doctrine. Truth 
can always stand the paper arrows of 
no.n-truth , but people cannot. This is 
evidenced by the host who fo llow Mor­
monism in response to Joseph Smith 's 
untest-able experience. 

~econdl y, we must shout "Sol 
Ser t " b ' a ip ure ecause experience-based 
theology is a wide-open door for 
heresy. T he New Testament firm ly la-

bels those who would bring non-tru th 
as "dogs", "evil workers" and "clouds 
without water" . We tend to treat it 
with delicate kindness for fear of not 
being open-minded. Open-mindedness 
was never intended to be an open door 
for the aggressive advance of false 
teachers. 

In case you a re still weighing the 
seriousness of this issue of the biblical 
supremacy over all experience, please 
be reminded of how the anti-Christ will 
take over. He will not a rgue with the 
eterna l truths of historic Judo-Chris­
tian theology as revealed in the Bible. 
He will mesmerize people with " .. . 
power and signs and lying wonders .. . " 
(II Thessalonians 2 :9 ). D o you see 
now why it is so important to love 
biblical exposition more than thrilli ng 
experiences? It is the only way to be 
adequa tely prepa red to stand firm 
through days of delusion. 

Thirdly, and most importantly, the 
Scriptures are absolutely filled wi th evi­
dence that it is God's will that all 
Chris tians be students and ambassadors 
of his word . Consider the fo llowing: 

The apostle Paul did not suffer for 
trying to defend his experience on the 
way to Damascus. He suffered terribly 
for preaching the his toric word of God 
( II T imothy 2:8, 9). 

T here are only two seasons for 
preaching the Wo rd. They are " in sea­
son" and '"out o f season''. For many 
experience-oriented people it is "out of 
season" except where they can use 
Scripture (whether textua lly correct or 
not ) to support their experience. Ev­
ery Christian needs now to "preach the 
word· be instant in season, out of sea-

' · h II son; reprove, rebuke, exhort wit a 
lo ng-suffering and doctrine. For the 
time will come when they will not e~ ­
dure sound doct rine· but after their 

' 1 es own lusts sha ll they heap to themse v 
teachers, having itching ears; and th~y 
sha ll turn away their ears fro~bl~s~ 
truth, and sha ll be tu rned unto 
( II T imothy 4 :2-4). 

Dare we so easily forget that Jesus 
built his whole minis try on the prea~~~ 
ing of the Word- not experience. . 
sus rebuked experience-oriented sign 
seekers with these words : "An evil and 
adulterous genera tion seeketh after a 
sign . . . " (Matthew 12 : 39a) . Al.so, 
rememhe r the words of Jesus regardin g 
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Abraham's response to the rich man in 
hell who wanted Lazarus to return to 
earth to warn his five brothers: "And 
he said unto him , 'If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead"' (Luke 16 : 3 1). Testi­
mony of our experiences has never 
been God's primary tool for wiping 
away disbelie f. It has been the Holy 
Spirit moving through the preaching 
of God's word (see Romans I 0: 8-15). 

Do you recall what Jesus used to 
move the hearts and minds of the men 
on the way to Emmaus fo llowing his 
death and resurrection? "Then he said 
unto them, O fools, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken : Ought not Christ to have suf­
fered these things, and to enter into his 
glory?' And beginning at Moses and all 
~he pro phets, he expounded unto them 
~n all the scriptures the thi ngs concern­
ing himself" (Luke 24:25-27) . And 
What was the glorious result? They said 
after he left "Did not our heart burn 
Within us, ~hi le he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us 
the scriptures" ( Luke 24: 32). Jesus 
used the historic word. 

Today we need men to sound the 
al ~rm and preach the Word. Some 
Will be offended and some will leave 
? Ur fe llowship. So long as your spiri t 
is correct and your words a re biblical, 
then they are being turned away of the 
truth, and not by you. When this oc­
curs, let them go. (See Titus 3:9- 11 
and I T imothy 3: 14-15) . 

There wi ll be another swath of ex­
perience-oriented people who will th.ank 
Go? continually for sending you 1n~o 
their lives to get their fa ith once aga in 
anchored in unmovable rocks. 

Why Such Weak A farms 

During the Reformation, the P rotes­
tants demanded that the church base 
everything on the Scriptures. Onc.e 
again , we need to insist that all experi­
ences, doctrine and life-style be based 
on the Scriptures. 

For too long, good men have .been 
soft-spoken , hoping that the experience 
fad Would pass. It has not. ~t has be­
come the theme of denominations, ban­
quets and rallies. 

Perhaps we have timidly soun~ed 
Weak alarms out of fear of di srupt~ng 
God's work. We fear the accusation 
that we are pigeon-holi ng God. We 
forget that God pigeon-holed h.imself 
When he wrote the Bible. He will not 
act contrary to the way he said he 
Would act. 

Probably ou r greatest silence comes 
Out o f a fundamental insecuri ty of .our 
exegesis of the Word. Whe n the ,B~bJe 

( Co11ti1111ed 011 pagt ) 
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the author of this and several forthcoming 
Bible study articles 

Evangelist Ron Suse k and Wife Diane 

Ronald Ray Susek was born Aug. 2 1. 
t 942 in New Kensington, Pa., the sec­
ond of th ree children. His fa ther and 
mother are Baptists, as are his grand­
parents who came from Germany. 

Susek was graduated from New 
Kensington High School in 1960. Since 
then, he has studied at Northeastern 
Collegiate Bible Institute, Esses Fells, 
N .J ., and has graduated from the 
Washington Bible College, Washing­
ton, D.C. 

He has been pastor of two churches : 
the first in C lymer, Pa., a mining town ; 
the second in Alexandria, Va., a popu­
lous suburb of Washington, D.C. H is 
experience also includes the direction 
of Youth for Christ rallies. 

Since the age of 17, Ron has been 
preachi ng regularly. He fi rst travelled 
wi th his own teenage Gospel team. 
Since then he has appeared m numer­
ous crusades extending several or more 
days. plus one-night engagements. He 
has served in a number of N.A.B. 
churches and holds the official endorse­
ment as evangelist by the N.A.B. Gen­
eral Conference. 

Susek traces his conversion back to 
a summer night in 1958 at <?cean 
City. N.J ., where he was attending. a 
regional youth ~onvent ion . H.e cons ~d­
de rs th is experience the turning point 

of his life. 

He is now conducting various evan­
gelistic crusades. Several of these 
have been in Kingston, Jamaica, and 
more recently a crusade tour of South 
Africa. In Jamaica, the Rev. Curtis 
Cole, pastor of Calvary Assembly, re­
ported that Susek addressed 20,000 
persons in one crusade. 

A high point in his endeavors was a 
united crusade in his home town 
which drew 16,000 people. Six may­
ors and councilmen endorsed the cru­
sade and the local newspapers quoted 
his sermons daily. 

On April 13, 1968, Ron was mar­
ried to Diane K ing of York, Pa., who 
is the regular soloist for his c rusade or­
ganization, now known as RON SUSEK 
CONTINENTAL CHRISTIAN C RU­
SADES, INC. 

Susek's present ministry involves 
evangelistic crusades, addresses on 
high school and college campuses, as 
well as radio and television appear­
ances. T he BAPTIST H ERALD is 
happy to introduce Ron Susek to its 
readers, trusting that his articles will 
be a true spir itual help to many. 

T he Pittsburgh Press says of Susek. 
" A young clergyman from New Ken­
sington is on the way to becoming one 
of the nation's outstanding evangelists." 

D 
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BLOOMINGDALE, ILL. CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
SEPTEMBER 1974 

by Mrs. Martha Granzow 
Four years ago Bloomingdale, Ill. , was a sm all crossroad 
village. T hen the land developers came in and built 
homes, condominiums, townhouses and all tha t goes with 
a booming community. In three years the population 
has more than doubled. The prediction is that it will 
reach 30,000 within the next five to ten years. 

In the summer of 19 73 Eric Brockhoff, a senior a t 
N .A.B. Seminary, surveyed the a rea . A Bible study c lass 
was star ted . Eric had a good rapport with young peop le, 
and more teenagers than adults attended. We cont inued 
the Bible studies even though the adult attendance was 
small. 

T hat fa ll one of the mothers came to see what her boys 
were learning. She said they had been helped so much 
tha t she wanted to know what was going on. She has not 
missed a Bible study since. She said recently, " I have 
been a Catholic a ll of my life, but a Christian for only 
the last few months." She has a radiant test imony, and is 
constantly witnessing to her fr iends and neighbors at the 
expense of ridicule. 

By January 1974 there were six fa milies that expressed 
an interest in sta rting a new church, a nd in February we 
officially became a Church Extension Project. 

On February 17 the firs t Bible Fellowship H our and 
morning worship service were held in the local school 
with fifty in attendance. The Bible studies continued in 
the home and were increasing in numbers. When the 
Sunday attendance reached fifty- two at the end of March 
it was decided to meet in the school. T here are fou; 
classes, from kindergarten to adults, thus encouraging en­
tire fam ilies to attend. 

It is thrill ing to see the way the Lord is working in the 
group. We are growing numerically ( now we a re 13 fam­
ilies ), but also spiritua lly. T here is a wonderful spirit of 
Jove, oneness and cooperation. Our theme seems to be : 
"By this shall all men know that ye are my d isciples, if ye 
have love one to another" (Joh n 13: 35). 

A church site has been purchased , and we expect to 
start on a build ing program. Visitation has been a part 
of our activity from the beginning. A call has been ex­
tended to a pastor who accepted it for the end of th is 
year. We feel there is a real challenge in this commu­
nity to reach people for Christ. We earnestly covet your 
prayers and support. 

Mrs. Martha Granzow is a member of the Forest Park Bap­
tJSt Church. For the last few years she and her hu b d 
I h l . . . Bl s an wve een 1VtnR in oomingdale, Ill. 
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Top: Fir1t worship service in th e libra ry of the local school. 

Cente r: Mrs. Darlene Ramus tea ching chi ldren's Sunday school class. 

h d" tar Bottom: Adu lt Sunday school class, the Rev. Bob Zapato, yout coor mo I 
for Bloomingdale Township, teache r. Supply pastor, Mr . William Kresa' 
th ird fro m left. 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Mr. and Mrs. Jakob W eisser observed 
their 61 st wedding anniversary on 
May 5, 1974. They are members of 
the Ashley Baptist Church, Ashley, 
N.D. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Fischer observed 
thei r 50th wedd ing anniversary on 
May 26, 1974. T hey are members of 
the Ashley Baptist Church. 
Mr. and Mrs. G ustav Siewert of the 
F irst Baptist Church of Minitonas, 
Man., celebrated thei r 50th wedding 
anniversary on March 22, 1974. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Giese celebrated 
thei r 50th wedding anniversary on 
March I 0, 1974. T hey are members 
of the F irst Baptist Church, Appleton, 
Minn. 

I 
·, . 
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VANCOUVER, 8 .C. Palm Sunday, 
Apri l 7, 1974, Dr. Waltereit, pastor of 
the Bethany Baptist Church , had the 
privilege of baptizing 24 young people. 
(pictured) Our a rea secretary, the 
Rev. H ans Wilcke, was the special 
speaker. At the communion service on 
May 5, these baptismal candidates were 
received into the church as members. 
(Wendy La Strange, reporter.) 

UNDERWOOD, N.D. On Sunday eve­
ning, Apri l 7, th ree candidates (pic­
tured) were baptized in the F irst Bap­
tist Church upon confession o f their 
fa ith in Christ as their Savior and Lord. 
That sa me evening the right hand . of 
fe llowship was extended to them du :mg 
a Communion Serv ice. T he Rev . Oliver 
Bender is the pastor of the church. 
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OUR CONFERENCE IN ACTION 
STEAMBOAT ROCK, IOWA On 
March 11-15, 1974, community "Spring 
Crusade for Christ" meetings were held 
at the local school aud itorium. The 
First Baptist Church and other church­
es in the area worked together for 
these meetings. The Rev. Aaron Buh­
ler was the evangelist. Fourteen deci­
sions were made. A community choir, 
which star ted with approximately 30 
voices and increased to about 60 
voices, provided special music for these 
meetings. 

The church also witnessed two bap­
tismal services on the fi rst Sunday of 
two consecutive months, with seven 
being baptized in each service. These 
baptismal services were held on Sun­
day, April 7 and May 5. This made 14 
tha t were baptized and given the right 
hand of fe llowship. Pictures show the 
firs t group of seven baptized April 7 
in a separate group, and then all of 
those in the second group and the 
greatest share in the first group are on 
the second picture, with the pastor in 
the center of the first picture and on 
the back row in the left hand side on 
the larger group picture. The Rev. J a­
cob Ehman is pastor of the church. 
(Mrs. Don Schuneman, reporter.) 

STOCKTON, CALIF. Swain Oaks 
Baptist Church paid off a $20,000 
loan. Pastor F red Jantz formally 
burned the mortgage at a business 
meeting. (pictured) Our W.M.S. was 
host to several local N.A.B. churches 
for the World Day of Prayer. A large 
turn-out gathered in unity to pray for 
world peace and afterwards share wi~h 
each other in a luncheon . Our . filst 
couples retreat was held at Mt. G ilead 
in Sebastapol, Calif. Fifteen couples 

shared Christ with their mates and 
brethren. The event was so successful 
that it is already being planned as an 
annual occurrence. On Easter Sunday, 
under the direction of Norm Larsen, our 
choir gave a cantata, "H allelujah, 
What A Saviour." That evening the 
church witnessed the baptism o f 15 
people. May brought the end of school 
for Pastor Fred, who received his M.A. 
from University of the Pacific. 

OCHRE RIVER, MAN. Our interim 
pastor Rev. E. W. K latt baptized six­
teen young people and one adult (pic­
tured) upon confession of their faith. 
After the baptismal service they were 
given the hand of fellowsh ip along with 
one lady who had previously been bap­
tized and was accepted after giving 
her testimony. 

On Sunday April 7, the Rev. Klatt 
brought his ministry of fifteen months 
to a close. A farewell was held for 
him, at which time he was presented 
with an engraved plaque along with a 
purse of money. Our new pastor, Bro. 
Robert Lounsbury began his ministry 
here on June 2. (Mrs. Frieda Schroe­
der. reporter.) 

PORTLAND, ORE. At the Immanuel 
Bapt ist Church 27 were given the hand 
of fellowship by our pastor. the Rev. 
Richard Grabke. Almost all were re-
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ceived by baptism. (pictured) We want 
to do our part in the Conference pro­
gram of One Million Contacts for 
Christ. 

The church also had a special recog­
nition service for those who were nine­
ty and over. They are left to right, 
M rs. J. A. Hoelzer, Mr. J. A. Hoelzer, 
the only living charter member of the 
church, Mrs. M. Koblick, Edward 
Knopf and Mrs. Haig. The Rev. Hans 
Wilcke was the featured speaker and 
Pastor Grabke brought special congra­
tulations in behalf of the church. 
(Nancy Buck, reporter.) 

The musical, 
"It's Cool in the Furnace," was pre­
sented by the Junior Choir of the For­
est Park Baptist Church. Sunday, May 
5. It is based on the Old Testament 
story of three Jewish boys who were 
thrown in the furn ace at King Nebu­
chadnezzar's command. 

The choir, consisting of 4th through 
8th grade young people, was directed 
by Myrna Seibel , Roger Fuchs accom­
panist and G reg Dye, percuss ion. The 
part of Daniel was portrayed by Phil 
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Koch and King Nebuchadnezzar by 
Tom Zimmerman. (Viola Nelson, re­
porter.) 

The Crestview Baptist 
Church held its first baptismal service 
in its own building after installation of 
a baptistry and platform improvements. 
N ine candidates fo llowed the Lord in 
baptism. The following Sunday, June 
9, fourteen were added to the mem­
bership of the church. Pastor Harry 
Haas (p ictured on right) is the pastor. 

On May 2 1, the Tab­
ith a Society of the Ashley Baptist 
Church held their annual birthday ob­
servance. G uest speaker was Mrs. 
Ma ry Kay Shishnia of Aberdeen, S.D., 
who re la ted her life's experiences of sin 
through a lcoholism in her earlier years. 
and how she was marve lously saved 
and is no".' happi ly serving the Lord , 
together with her family. After a clos­
ing prayer by the pastor's wife, Mrs. 
A~ita Pe lzer, a social hour was enjoyed 
with refreshments. (M rs. Carl F ischer 
reporter.) ' 

Mother's Day took 
on special meaning for the Evergreen 
Baptist Church. We had a trio from a 
Lutheran Bible College that presented 
a program in song and word en titled 
' The Everlasting Children ." We had 
a baptismal service at wh ich time two 
r:iothers were bapti zed. Those bap­
tized had previously c hosen sponsors 
who, when they came up out of the 
waters, lit a candle for them which 
represe nte~ their lives being lit up as a 
public testimony by Jesus Christ. 

The Firs t Baptist 
Chu~ch part icipated in a Round Robin 
M1ss1ona ry Conference in March. We 
had fi ve missionaries speak to us. 

T he BY F of our church presented 
an Easter play, "To This End," On Eas­
ter .Sunday evening, and again the fol­
lowing evening. They also presented 
the play at the . McClusky Bap tist 
church. Mrs. Da111el Heringer was the 
director. Mr. and Mrs. Elden Hoots 

are sponsors of our youth group. 
On May 3, the Women's Missionary 

Society gave a banquet for the 8th 
grade, high school, and college grad­
uates. Our school superin tendant was 
the guest speaker. The Rev. D . He rin­
ger was the Master of Ceremonies. 
M rs. Harold Felchle is the president 
of our WMS. (Mrs. Paul Stober, re­
porter.) 

Community Baptist 
Church sends s incere thanks to all who 
sent money to be used fo r the relief of 
fami lies who lost their homes in the 
tornado that s truck our area recently. 
The chancel choir presen ted a program 
of Easter music on Palm Sunday. An 
Easter sun rise service was held fo llowed 
by a breakfast. The senior-high group 
and the women's chorus, "The Rain­
bows," presented special music. 

The adult Sunday school class con­
tinues to support a Bible student in the 
Cameroon. Jn addi tion, the class pur­
c hased a grand pi ano for use in the 
sanctuary, made covers for the organ 
and piano and covers for the chai rs in 
the choi r loft. 

A Mother-Daughte r Ba nquet was 
held May 9 with record attendance. 
Miss Penny Edwards, one of ou r young 
women, who is entering the service of 
her country to become an assistant to 
the chapl ain was honored and wished 
God's blessing in th is new experience. 

A bus ministry has begun which en­
ab les some sen ior ci tizens and others to 
attend our services. Witnessing con­
tinues on Thursday nights. On May 
12 th ree young people were baptized 
by the pastor, Will Dachtlcr. (Mrs. 
William H. Thompson, reporter.) 

On May 5, the 
Southey Baptist Church witnessed a 
baptism al service in whic h seven young 
girls fo llowed their Savior in to the wa­
ters of baptism. On the fo llowing Sun­
day, Mother's Day, they were extend.ed 
the hand of fellowship and received in­

to the c hurch membership. (Mrs. An­
nette Lang, re porter. ) 

The 4 th annual 
Mic higan Association was held M~Y 
2-4, 1974, a t the Round Lake Baptist 
C hu rch, with the Rev. W inston Decker 
as host pastor. The theme was Luke 
19: 13, "Continuing till He Come," and 
presented a cha llenge in every mes­
sage and report. Dr. Forres t Stevenson 
shared many thoughts with us. Miss 
Laverna MehlhaIT, direc tor of wom­
en's work at F ores t Pa rk , and Dr. and 
M rs. Lou is Johnson, ret11rned mission­
a ries from Cameroon to ld of their 
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work at the m1ss10nary rally. Mrs. 
Johnson also spoke at the women's 
luncheon on Saturday. T he men's lunch­
eon was he ld a t the G ood News Camp 
with Dr. Forrest Stevenson bringing the 
message. (Mrs. Neal Kleiss, reporter.) 

The First Baptist 
Churc h was privileged to have God's 
Volun teers wi th the Rev. Ray H arsch 
the director in our c hurch from A pril 
9- 14. The mee tings were well attend­
ed. (Mrs. Art Bender, reporter.) 

An Ordination 
Council convened on April 16, 1974, at 
the Sunkis t Baptist Church to consider 
the qual ifica tions of Mr. L. Richard 
Fox to the minis try. Upon hearing his 
stat~ment of doctrine and personal 
calling, Mr. Fox received a unanimous 
vote to proceed with ordination. 

The service of o rdination was held 
on s.unday evening, April 21, at the 
Sunk1st Baptist Church with the Rev. 
~il liam Hoover, pastor and also coun­
cil moderator , pres iding. Scripture and 
rayer were offered by the candidate's 
~t~er, Mr. J ames H. Fox of Tucson, 

n zona . Dr. Vernon D oerksen of 
Talbot Theological Sem inary preached 
~he O'.dina tion sermon. F ollowing ~he 

ened1c tion by Mr. Fox, a recept ion 
Was held in his honor. 

Rev. Fox, a nd his wife, Cindy, came 
~? Sunkist in June, 1972, as a part­
+me youth director while attendin.g 

albot Seminary. He received his 
Master's D egree in C hristian Education 
~~ Talbot on January 27 and becam.c a 

ther on January 29 with the arnv~I 
of Shannon N icole. Sunkist Baptist is 
Pleased to have the fu ll-time service of 
the Rev. Fox as its youth and children's 
rniniste r. (S. R adcl iffe, reporter.) 

. Roland Van Gerpen, as-
sistant c hurch chai rman. d irected the 
Program a t the Fi rst Baptist church on 
~Unday evening, M ay 26, 1974, hon?r­
•ng the Rev. Lang for 30 years of service 
as a pastor of seve ral Baptist churches 
'.' 11d chapla in of the H ome for the Aged 
111 Bismarck , N. D. Pastor F red Penn.er 
~f the T yndall and Danzig Baptist 

hurches presen ted the devotions. Rep­
resentatives from some of his former 
~hurchcs took part in the prog.ram . 

he Rev. D onald Miller. vice president 
of the North American Baptist Semi-
na ry . the guest • a t Sioux Falls was 1• ·Peake . ..0 c 0 1· Goe s . r. speaking on n 
Quiet Heroes" The Rev. and Mrs. 
fien · h · 1 was fol-
l ry Lang responded. w IC 1 r 
.owed by a fellowsh ip hour in the c J11-
1ng a. 

rea of the c hurch . , ?7 
Pas tor Lang was ordained on Nf ,iy - · 
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1944, at the Baptist Church in Plevna, 
Mont. (Estie Betz, reporter.) 

On March 24, 
1974, the First Baptist Church held a 
baptismal service at the Baptist church 
at Isabel S.D. Four candidates were 
baptized, a nd the hand of fellowship 
was extended during the observance of 
the Lord's Supper. Rev. Terrence 
Jarosch is pastor of the Isabel and the 
Mc Intosh churches and has since ac­
cepted a call from the F irst Baptist 
Church Appleton, M inn. (Clara Vil­
hauer, reporter.) 

Since the begin­
ning of th is year, Pastor Arlyn Thielen­
haus has baptized 20 and they, and 22 
others, by transfer or testi':11ony, have 
joined the Brentview Baptist Church. 

During stewardship mo~t~ we were 
encouraged to tithe. The g1vmg for the 
first four months is nearly 50% greater 
than the same period last year. . 

Presently we are concentr~tmg on 
our family blessings and learning both 
•
11 

Bible classes and via fi lms by Dr. 
~enry Brandt how to enjoy these bl~ss­
ings through discipline and cooperatJOn. 

Ou r new Minister of Youth and 
Christian Education , H arold Kokot. be­

an his ministry on Aug. I. He is a 
:;aduatc of NAB College, is married 

d the father of two sons. (Mrs. an 
Linda Ohlhauser, reporter.) 

On Sunday, 

Feb. 24, the Brotherho.od was in 
charge of the evening. service. Barbara 
Kieper showed her slides and an off.er­
. taken for the X ray machine 
mg was ' YF 
for Warwar. March 10. the B pre.~ 
sented the play, "Christmas Any Day. 

A 
.1 13 the Brotherhood hosted the 

pn ' · M 12 Northern N.D. men Smgf~st. . ay . 
h Brotherhood held Family Night and 
:h~ Grnndforks Men's Quartet r~n-
1 d a mus ical program . Vacation 

c ere ' 
Bible School was held May 27-3 1. 
(Mrs. Adol ph Pepple. reporter.) 

On Easter Sun-

1 
Raymore Baptist Church wit­

day, t 1e 
d the baptism of three young peo-

ne e , f I h' 
P

ie The right hand of el .ows rp :vas 
· d 1 t the communion service. 

extcn ec a . 1 
· S d·iy evening service a so 

The un ' . 
ked the launching of a new oppor-

mar . h ' th . f community outreac . w1 
tu111t)' or • s M 
the showing of the film ·My . on, . y 
S " This initiated a Family ~d~1 

on.' ,, ogranr this is an evangchst1c 
Sene~ pr ' · · hi ' 

1 t y means of a b1-mont ) 
ou t.reac fl f·J1111 1'ly ;rientated gospel fi lms. 
sen es o ' · · y g People's Group was in 

The oun . M 
Oto the evening service on ay 

charge 

12. They presented a program en­
titled, "What Is Your Life?" compar­
ing the life of one who rejects Christ 
with that of one who lives for h im. 

The Women's M issionary Society 
hosted a Spring Tea for the ladies of 
the community on June 7. M iss Jean 
Berkan, former short-term missionary 
to Africa, was the guest speaker. The 
Rev. A llen Crossman is the pastor of 
the church. (Ka thy Crossman, re­
porter.) 

Grace Baptist Church 
with 12 other NAB churches in Wis­
consin participated in a R ound Robin 
Missions Conference May 8- 12. Mis­
sionaries sharing in the conference 
were: Miss Ruby Salzman from Sop­
po; Mr. and Mrs. George Baabs from 
Kumba; and Dr. and M rs. Louis R. 
Johnson of Baptist Bible T raining Cen­
ter at Ndu. 

Grace Baptist Church enjoyed an u n­
usual western style steak barbecue din­
ner Saturday evening, May 18. A local 
musical group, "The Reachouts," min­
istered through song and testimony. 
Mr. Bi ll Kresal from Forest Park shared 
a challenge for personal eva ngelism 
and church growth. 

The following Sunday evening ser­
vice was high-lighted by a baptismal 
service as fou r graduates of P astor's 
Class were baptized. The Rev. Lanny 
R. Johnson is pastor of the church. 
(Mrs. Betty Leonhardt. reporter.) 

April 25-May 
2, G od's Volunteers Team 2 were with 
us and the week was filled with many 
blessings. The church h as purchased a 
newer home for a parsonage. 

On Sunday, June 2, Pastor and Mrs. 
Terrence J arosch and d aughters were 
with us for his first worship service as 
pastor of our church. (Mrs. Gloria 
Giese, reporter). 

Spurred on 
by the Mill ion Contacts for Christ goal 
adopted at the General Conference. the 
F aith Baptist Church. Sunday school 
attendance campaign was held with the 
goal, ''400 In Faith ." The average at­
tendance in the four week campaign 
was 333 . Attendance since has aver­
aged 223. 

During the year we have had the 
privilege of having the Fluth family at 
home who shared their missionary ex­
periences. In March the women and 
girls were privileged to have a shower 
for Ramona and daughters to help in 
t.hc pu~·chase of. thei r personal things 
for their next m1ss1onary tour. A fare­
well coffee hour was held on June 30. 
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OUR CONFERENCE IN ACTION 
They left for France on July 6. 

Ron Blomberg, who has been serving 
as student assistant to our pastor, the 
Rev. Allan Strohschein, has been 
called to serve as a full-time assitant 
to the pastor. His chief responsibility 
will be to work with the youth. Fol­
lowing the service a coffee fellowship 
was held in his honor and also in honor 
of Pastor and Mrs. Strohschein who 
have worked with us for five years. 

The trustees are remodelling the 
church basement with the help of the 
men. We have had two baptismal ser­
vices at which 14 were baptized. Our 
church membership now stands at 
300. (Ellen Lehr, reporter.) 

VANCOUVER, B.C. The 26th an­
nual session of the B.C. Association 
was hosted by the Immanuel Baptist 
Church, May 16-19. The theme " Rec­
onciling the World Through Christ" was 
presented by Dr. Reinhold Kerstan, 
Rev. Hans J. Wilcke and Dr. and Mrs. 
Louis Johnson. The Association came 
to a cha llenging climax with the Great­
er Vancouver Choir, and the presenta­
tion of a missionary opera on Satur­
day. A good attendance was witnessed 
on Sunday as the theme "Ambassadors 
of Reconciliation" was presented by 
Dr. Kerstan. The Association adopted a 
budget of $2 1,000 and wi ll be assisting 
in the beginnings of two new church 
extension projects: a new work in K el­
owna, and the one pending approval 
by the Church Extension Committee in 
Prince George beginning in 1975. The 
Rev. Hildebrandt was the host pastor. 
(J. Neudorf, reporter. ) 

~Cl - 11__;1 

QJlll V . Plllfltitllll 

J ~SEPH EARL FRISCH. 77, of Milwaukie. O re., 
died on May I, 1974. He was born in American 
Fa lls . lda hc;i , on Nov. 15. 1896. Jn 1944 he ac· 
cepted Chnst as his Savior, was baptized and 
became a member of Trinity Baptist Church 
Portland, Ore. Surviving him are his widow Viola :' 
one son Joseph : one _daughter, Mrs. Ella Beryle 
Prowell: six grandchildren. two great-grandchil· 
~rcn .. one sister. four brothe rs. The Rev. Robert 
~~:~fc1~c r was t he officiating minister a t t he fu ne ra l 

JA.CK KAMMERER. 7 1. of Elk Grove. Calif .. 
d ied o n June 3, 1974. He was born in North Da­
kota on . Nov. 2. 1902. He was ma rried to Kat h· 
? n,.Balliel in .1925: He was baptized upon his con­
e5'1on. of fo11h in the Zion Baptist Church of 
Franklin, now the Fi rst Bapt ist C hurch of Elk 
G.rovc. O ne of ~115 last acts of se rvice was singin, 
wnh the Franklin Men's Ocicne al the 5011 g 
noversary celebrnt ion of the church on Feb

1 
~7-

1974. He 1s survived by his widow. Kalhcryn : onJ 
son -, Robert: one daughte r. Mrs. Florence Fand · 
rich . nine 8ran<.lc h1Jd rcn ; ~ix grcat-Arandchildrcn ; 
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t wo b rothe rs and fi ve sisters. The Rev Merle 
E. Brenner was the omc1atmg m inister. at the 
funeral service, assisted by Rev. Fred Klein and 
Rev. Arthur Brust. 

E DWARD QUASCHN IC K 77 o f Herreid SD 
died on May 20, 1974. He' was born o n Dec: 5: 
1896, near Artas, S.D. He was m arried lo Rose 
Bickel 111 1918. H e was converted and baptized 
111 1921, and. remained a fa ilhfu l member of the 
Herre id Bapust Church a ll his life, serving on the 
Church Advisory Board as a deacon and a trustee 
He is survived by his widow Rose : two sons: 
Waite~ and Gordon: two daughters . Mrs. Edwin 
Goe

0

hnng a.nd Mrs. Ervin G oehrin g: one brot her. 
22 grandchild ren a nd 19 great-grand children. T he 
Rev. Edward A. Kopf was the ofl1ciating ministe r 
}'e~!~e .funera l service, assisted by the Rev. E. s. 

f11R. A . SCHACHER, 70, of Medicine H at , A lta .. 
died on M ay 2. 1974. H e was born in Russi·1 
July 9. 1903. He immigrated to Alberta. Canad~ 
in 191 I. He was marr ied 10 Leah Boschee in 
.19.25. He was saved in 193 I, baptized in 1959 and 
JOIOed the Grace Baptist Church. He served as 
moderator, . deacon, and mem ber of the choir. 
Su.r v1vm g htm arc his widow: one son. th ree gran d­
children and _si x g real-grand children. Pastor C. 
T. Rcmplc o fl1c1atcd at his memorial se rvice. 

M~S. T IL LI E SE IFERT. 80, of M ilwaukee, 
Wis .. died on Apnl 27, 1974. She was born in 
Germany on Nov. 25, 1893. She was united in 
marriage to Daniel Seifert on J une 24, 1916. At 
the age of I 2 she accepted C hrist and then fol ­
lowed the Lord in believer 's baptism a nd joined 
the church. After moving to America she became 
a cha.rter membe r of t he Bethany Baptist Chu rch 
of M li,wau.kee and was. particularly ac tive in the 
Ladies M1ss1onary Society. Surviving her are a 
daughler. Mrs. Rulh Klein: and two brothers. Pas­
tor James Schacher was the ofliciating m inister 
at the funeral service. 

MRS. C LARA SM ITH, nee fa nsscn . 81, of 
Peoria. 111., d ied May 25, 1974. S he was born 
Seplcmbc.r 27 , 1892. in Peoria . S he m arried 
Fred. Sm11h Oct. 16. 1925. She joined State Pa rk 
Bapllst Chu rch (now Non h Sheridan Bapt ist} 
March 18. 1906. where she had served as supe rin­
te_ndcnt of the J unio r Dept. and the Vacatio n 
Bible School. member o f t he missionary society 
a~d t he church choir. Surviving her arc her 
widower: two sons . Robe rt J . a nd Fred Sm ith 
J

0

r.: a daughter. Mrs. Marcella Blackwell: four 
grandcluld rcn . Fune ral serv ices were cond uc ted 
May 28 at North Sheridan Bapt ist Church wi th 
the Rev. Arthur M. Ulrich as o lliciat inµ Minister 
al t he funera l service. 

FANN IE H. STEWART. 87. of Hclmclla N J 
died . on May 24, 1974, al the Nort h An;eri~a~ 
Bap11st H orne for the .aged, in Phi ladelphia. Pa. 
Mrs . Stewart was a nat ive of Brooklyn. N.Y. She 
was . a member o f the Fir~l Baptist C hurch in 
Ja~csburg, ~.~ .. where she served her Lord in 
v?r~.ous c~pac1t 1cs . Surviving he r arc three daugh­
te rs. Mrs . . Ralph E . Brown . Mrs. Fred Fowler 
Mrs. Francis Luqucr. th ree sons: Roy C .. W illian; 
H .. T heodore; twelve g randchildre n ·ind th irt y 
grcat·grand~hi ld.ren . _The Rev. Karl 'E. Bieber 
was 1hc ofl1cia11n g minister at the fu neral service . 

JULI US TOMM. 74. of Cleveland. Ohio. died 
Feb. 25. 1974. He was born Feh. 22. 1900. in Po­
la~d . He professed. C hrist as h is Savior at the 
age of 18. was bapl1Led and beca me a member of 
the Bapt ist c hurc h in Poland. After t he w:lr he 
came 10 Cleveland, Ohio. H erc he was a m~n;ber 
of Enn Avenue Baptist Church a nd M issiona ry 
B~pt_1 st Ch~1rch w.hcrc he was a trustee fo r m a ny 
YC~trs. He as su rvived by his widow. Mrs. Frieda 
T omm: t wo ~~n o;;: E rwin <ind Edward; three 
daughters: ~alli. J cny. and Elli ; t wo siste rs a nd 
16. ~.r;indchlldrcn . T he Rev. Pau l G. Winslow 
un1c wtcd at the fu neral se rvice . 

MAGDA LENA WALK ER. 81. of Bisma rck, N D 
died _M ay 25. 1974. She wa' born July I . 1892'. i~ 
Russia. She came to the Un ited States at the 
a.ge of 18 and lived at Herreid . S .D. She mar­
ried Joh n Walker S r. in 1912. Mrs. Walker ac­
cepted the Lord as Savior in 192 1. was baptized 
and became a. mcmt:c r of the. Bismarck Bap\ist 
Church. She IS surv ived by ni ne >ans and four 
d aughters: 64 grandchildren and 49 µ rcat-grand ­
d11ldr~n: The Rev. Ron Norm an was t he o lliciat · 
111g m1rn~ter at the funeral service . 

ARE YOU 
KEEPING 
TRACK? 

by Daniel F11chs 

"Suppose o ne of you has a hund red 
sheep and loses o ne of them- what 
does he do?"' Jes us asked ( Luke 15: 
4-6). 

" He leaves the 99 sheep in the pas­
ture and goes look ing for the lost 
sheep until he find it .. . puts it o n his 
shoulder, carries it home. ca ll s his 
neighbors together and tells them 'Re­
joice with me, for r have fou nd m y 
lost sheep.' " 

Does the task of " keepi ng track" o f 
your flock disturb you? What would 
have happened to the lost sheep had 
the shepherd not kept track? H ow 
would he have known tha t one was 
mi ssing which needed he lp had he not 
kept an accurate co unt? 

Someone has sta ted regretfully that 
farmers give more time and effort to 
keeping records o f their pigs than 
some churc hes give to keeping records 
of the flock of God that has been en ­
trusted to their shepherding and care. 
The simple fac ts are that adequate 
chu rch records 11111st be kept if a 
chu rch is to minister effect ively to its 
congregation and its community. 

There is a defi ni te rati o between 
church growth and the keeping of ac­
curate chu rch records. Unless you 
"keep track". you will neve r know who 
nor how man y o f the " lost sheep"' yo u 
need to fi nd and add to your flock. In­
stead o f adding to your flock. your 
flock will diminish. 

By ac tion o f the General Confer­
ence last summer, it was resolved that 
each_ local church adopt the goal o f 
makmg s ix contacts for Christ per 
member each year and report quarterl y 
to the Church Ministries Department 
Its progress in reaching these goals, and 
that a summary report be publi shed in 
the BAPTIST HERALD. 

It is extremely importa nt that you 
keep an accurate record of contacls 
made a nd decisions recorded for C hrist 
by your congrega tio n each week. You 
can o rder record-keeping material 
from the Church Ministries D epart ­
men t, 7308 Madison Street. F o rest 
Park, IL 60130. D 

The Rev. Daniel F11chs is eFangelislll 
director of the North A 111erican Bap­
tist General Conference. 
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by John Silvey 

At our last Triennial Conference in Wichita , a breath of Heaven to my own soul , 
~ challenge was presented to us as delegates to contact one million persons for Christ 
in the next three years. The challenge was accepted by the delegates, to be relayed 
back to the local churches. I don't think I have ever had a more blessed experience 
a t a conference anywhere and my mind began to cast about for ways to implement 
th" ' is wonderful C hrist honoring goal. 

We a t GREENVINE BAPTIST, the second oldest work in Texas ( 1861) , are a 
small church, like so many of our N.A.B. churches. H ow were we to do our share 
o f the work, and in a situation where visitation and evangelism in person was not 
exactly the going practice? We did share, as best we could, our gospel message with 

those who would allow us to but it did not seem to be enough. 
Before the Triennial Conf~rence we had begun a church study of Dr. Kennedy's 

book, EV ANGEL/SM EXPLOSION. Imagine m y surpri se and joy to see and hear 
~ir:1 at Wichita. However, D r. Kennedy's system is ~:acticed in a much larger popu­
atio n setting tha n we have in our smaller commun1t1es, and we tend to use that as 

a "cop out" and say, "We are small . .. what can we do?" So, the job remains undo ne. 
We had begun to witness to those outside our circle, one here and tw~ ther~. The 

awakening in the hearts and experience of our young couples -:vas a thril l. Su_ll , .th~ 
matter did not blossom fort h as r, the pastor, would have hked. Then, W1ch1ta. 
~ came home a nd was sens itive to the challenge and praying for a way t? bett~r 
' ~plement our part of the responsibility. God gave us a most unusua~ way, _m add1-
t1on to m ore concentrated visitation. We were approached ?Y a radio sta tion, and 
When I presented it to our chu rch board in executive m~e~1.ng they too_k les_s _than 
~ve m_inutes to accept the ch allenge, the cost and respons1bil1ty of a radio mm1stry. 

eep 111 mind , we are a small church. . 
We obtained a spot on Sunday mo rning. from 10: 00 to 10:30 a.m .. and call_ 1t 

THE UTILE COUNTRY CH U RCH. We use local talent and ~ave come up with 
a very go d r The ten o r twelve minute message 1s sla ted to and for 
the ears of thqua ity p:ogrham. h t that hour on Sunday morning. I could fi ll a page 

. o ose not in c urc a . With untis 
1 

. cl onses ·1n the ? 5 weeks we have now been broadcast mg! 
ua reac tio ns an resp - · · · h One lad · · k. 

1 
t of her church of another denomination until t e 

y sits 111 the par ' mg o 1 h · "I d 
Program concludes and then rushes in to teach her c ass, avrng ove your pro-
gram " ' ' . H di d y passes that I don' t get some word or letter 

as she states 1t. ar y a a 
concerning our pro ram. . . I h I g · t nsider using tracts, writing letters even to total 
·t c a lenged o ur membersh ip 0 co 

1 
. h. to the Lord visit ing various 

~ rangers a bout their spiritual needs and re a t1 ons ip All ' "th . . 
instituti . venues of approach open to us. . w1 a view_ m 
m ind fon s a n? us ing o ther ha the means We are still feeling our way, mov111g 

o reaching some by w atever ' · · · d I · h k W slow] b . d our eople ARE willing, an give t an s. e 
Pres y. u t we ARE n~oving a~REEJVINE BAPTIST do no witness. we and our 
sist s ohn for we ~now if we a tE ADVINE BAPTIST. for our message will be hidden 

er c urches will become D 
to the lo t cl h ·11 ·n lost Wh s an t _ey w1 rem~1 h NA B NEWS that our churches have responded 
to on a t a sad th m g to read in t e er~e~t .of the goal to date . Shame on us! ~re we 

t 
ly a fragment more than ten P 

1 
d ' obedience letting the lost parish for 

o use cuse for azy is · 
1 

o ur small ness as an ex L d f Judgment promises the removal o f 
ack of 1 . ? If we do the o r o 

0 
ov111g concern . · . d t God forbid we should fa ll into such a sta te. 

ur lamps tan d, his ligh t, from our mi s · 
Churc hes . . . where are you? D T;;-- of the Greenvine Baptist Church, Burton, Texas. 
e R ev. John Silvey i.1· the pastor 
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b~ B.C .Schreiber 

C. S. Lewis: Images of His World, By 
Douglas Gilbert and Clyde S. Kilby. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. William R. Eerd­
mans Publishing Co. $ 11.95. 
When C. S. Lewis d ied on November 
22, 1963 , he could not have made a 
headline in any newspaper in the world, 
for it was the day on which President 
John F. Kennedy was assasinated. The 
day of h is death was overshadowed, 
but his life and his work have become 
increasingly popular and more mean­
ingful. 

The authors have indulged them­
selves and us in pleasant nostalgia. This, 
of course was not their main purpose. 
While reading the chronological biog­
raphy and looking at the pictures the 
:eader feel s as if he is being personally 
introduced to a great, and at the same 
time, simple man of God . 

Described as the world's greatest lay 
theologian, Dr. Lewis was able to trans­
la te his brilliant, scholarly insight of 
the C hristian life into easily under­
stood language. 

The beauty of his life and surround­
i~gs are b rought into sharp focus, and 
~1 ve the reader the impression that he 
~ s walking and talking with "Jack " Lew­
is through the "Images of H is World." 

The size of the volume is designed 
so that it looks more natural to have it 
open o n the desk than stacked on the 
bookshelf. D 

Help the subscription 

agent of your church 

by renewing your sub­

scription to the 

BAPTIST HERALD 

and 

MOMENTS W ITH GOD 
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NEW ~ IEWS 
BUDGET EXCEEDED 

A record 333 women attending the 
Argentine Woman's Convention at 
Rosario, Argentina were inf or med that 
the goal for their annual o[Jering had 
been exceeded by more than $1 ,000. 
Mrs. William Cooper, missionary who 
will be retiring soon, was recognized 
I or her years of service. D 

BIBLE READING MARA THON 
A new pulpit Bible given to the First 

Baptist Church at Cuenca, Ecuador, by 
members of First Baptist Church, Abi­
lene, Tex., USA, is not gathering dus t 
on the altar. Members of the C uenca 
church read aloud through the Bible 
for 82 consecutive hours during a Bi­
ble-reading marathon planned as a 
dedication and thanksgiving service for 
the new Bible, according to Archie V. 
Jones, pastor. D 

INDIA SENDS MISSIONARIES 
Dr. and Mrs. A . B . Masilamani of 

the Telugu Baptists in India are re­
sponding to a request from Canadian 
Baptists to be missionaries to Can­
ada. D 

TAXI, PLEASE 

A lady member of the Pieterma ritz­
burg Baptist Church, South Afr ica, re­
cently took a part-time job as tax i 
driver for a month and donated every 
cent of her earnings-a total of more 
than I 00 rupees- to provide a pulpit 
and communion table for a new church 
being erected by the South African 
Baptist Missionary Society at U mlazi . 
nea r Durban. D 

REVIVAL IN ANGOLA 

Reports f rom the first phase of revi­
val efforts conducted in co-operation 
with the BW A emphasis of R econcilia­
tion Through Christ revealed that 
nearly 500 decisions were made for 
Christ in the 20 churches of the A ngo­
lan Baptist Convention. Mrs. June 
Pike says that many of new believers 
are already studying doctrines and 
demonstrating true conversion . Three 
pastors came /rom mainland Portugal 
to assist in these services. D 
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THE 
UNCOMFORTABLE 

FRIENDLY FORGETFULNESS 
by Pye Rho 
Can there be any pain as severe as the 
pain of hurting a friend? Ca_n there 
be any joy as pleasant to experience as 
the joy of being forgiven by that 
friend ? 

You, my frie nd, we re hurt by me. 
You were the innocent target of m y 
misguided anger. But, the pain I fe lt 
after I hurt you was greater than the 
pa in from which sprang my orginal 
hurt. 

In the context of our friendship you 
did wha t you had to do! Friendship 
demands your forgiveness-but you 
could have refused . You could have 
chalked it up as a favor, recalled it a t 
some later date and hurled it at me to 
make me feel bad aga in. In your posi­
tion you could have remained a psy­
chological superio r, but instead , you 
restored me to equal rights; a person 
of equal rank . You were willing to 
forgive it all , fo rever. 

You, my friend , a re wonderful. 
You wa nted no praise for what you 
did; no recognition of your act of 
grace. 

I love you, dear friend, for with your 
help I will be a better person. With 
your kind, compassionate attention I 
will become a whole person, a mature 
person, a lovely reflection of the "im­
age of God." I cannot do it alone, for 
only as you and my other fri ends help 
me do I understand who I a m and 
what I can be. 

Sometime, I know, you, too, will be 
needing my help. There will be t rou­
ble in your world and you will be de­
pending upon me. I am wai ting to be 
of service to you, to give to you all o f 
the energy I have un til you a re able to 
reduce the pain of li fe and experience 
the joy of living. When that day 
comes, I wi ll not be a hero, someone 
extraordinary, a slave, or even an in­
dentured servant. I will on ly be doing 
what I ought to do as we have tac itly 
defined our fri endship. D 

by Paul Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
a-

Back in J 937 when A lcoholics A nony­
mous was in its infan t stages, one of 
the co-founders, Bill W ilson, stated : 
"God and God alone is responsible for 
the success of this recovery phenomena. 
Without his help , the program would 
be empty." 

H owever, very recently a long time 
leader of an AA group said pointedly, 
"We play down the spiritual side o f 
our program. We don't like to frighten 
off the newcomer with all th is G od­
business." To verify this trend it was 
noted at a major treatment center on 
the west coast that 6 o f the 7 counse­
lo rs were unable to relate the time or 
place of the Sunday church services at 
the Center, in spite of the fact that a 
chaplai n at the Center declared that 
80 percent of the addicted would u n­
doubtedly retu rn to d rinking unless 
they tu rned the management of their 
lives over to a supreme bein g. 

Personall y, I'm often rather mysti­
fied at the irresponsibility of secular 
counseling. If counselo rs a re really in­
terested in helping those being coun­
seled , and the facts show that a spiri­
tua l emphasis is needed , it would seem 
that out of sheer logic they would em­
phasize th is therapy. Un less, of course, 
they a re afra id that they themselves 
might be compelled to face up to some 
of the ir own spiritua l skeletons in the 
closet. 

It does make you wonder who has 
the greate r problem; the one being 
counseled, o r the counselor! D 

CHUCKLE WITH BRUNO 
A farmer repor ted an increase in ~gg 
production immediately a fter postmg 
the following s ign in the hen house: 
"An egg a day keeps Colonel Sanders 
away." 

A personnel director, interviewing an 
appl icant for a job, said, "You ask ~or 
a p re tty . high ..sala ry for a ma n with 
no expen ence. 

"Well ," sa id the man, "it's pretty h~rd 
work when you don't know anythmg 

a bout it." 

BAPTIST HERALD 

ii The R ev. Walter H . Ho[Jma11 has 
accepted the call to become the pastor 
o f the Northside Baptist Church, Sioux 
F alls S. D., effective Aug. I. He pre­
viously se rved the Ripley Boulevard 
Baptist Church, Alpena, Michigan. 

• T he Rev. Elton 0 . K irstein, who 
p reviously served the F orest Park Bap­
tist Church, F orest Park, Ill. , is now min­
istering to the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Staffo rd, Kansas. 

• Miss Cleo E11ockson, director of 
home ministries of the F orest P ark Bap­
tist C hurch, F orest P ark, Ill. , has re­
signed from her position. 

• M r. ElRoy Pankow, '74 graduate 

of the N .A.B. Seminary, is now serving 
as Minister of M usic and Christian E d­
ucation at the Parma Heights Baptist 
Church, Pa rma H eights, Ohio. 

• The R ev. H erbert J . F reem an, who 
previously served the Fleischman Me­
morial Baptist Church, Phi ladelphia, 
Pa., is now serving the F irst Baptist 
Church of E lsmere, Delaware. 

• Chaplain (CPT) Joh11 H isel and 
his family will be transfered from F ort 
Riley, Kan. , where he has served as 
chapla in of the Main Post Chapel, to a 
new assig~ment in G ermany. He is to 
report to his new post on Aug. I , 1974. 

• Chaplain (MAJ ) David A . Sam/ 
has completed his assignment at San 
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A ntonio, Tex. , and will be moving 
with his family to the A ir F orce Base 
a t M inot, N .D. , effec tive July 1, 1974. 

• Chaplain (LTC ) Clinton E . Grenz 
has been assigned as division chaplain 
to the 2nd Inf. D iv., Camp C asey, K o­
rea, effective Sept. 1, 1974, for twelve 
months. H is wife and family plan to 
remain in Sacramento, Calif., where he 
has been serving as a staff chaplain at 
the Sacramento Army Depot. 

Luther, Please Shout Aga in 
(Continued from page 21) 

is studied systematically, however, it is 
easy for all to see that it would be 
easier to squeeze a n elephant through 
a crack in a door than to justify the 
magnanimity of today's experience­
oriented movements. 

Today's movements recklessly grab 
verses spoken specifically to Israel in 
o rder to support themselves. They ig­
nore the intellectual giants God has 
given to the church as teachers so that 
we might have the total scope of d i­
vine revelat ion. T hey claim the H oly 
Spirit as their sole teacher. This is not 
spiritual, but rather self-centered. It 
frees a man to the undiscipline of h is 
"own th ing". H ow we need to give a 
new ear to those hard-working pastors 
and teachers who exercise tremendous 
hours of labor in order to teach us the 
great truths of our heritage ( Ephesians 
4 : I 1 : H ebrews 1 3 : 7 ) . 

One of the diffic ult jobs of every 
Christian is that of pull ing people back 
from excessiveness and abusiveness of 
G od's word. No man has the right to 
fashion God according to his own lik­
ing and call h is creation Jesus Christ. 
This is paganism in its purest form. 
We must insist upon ourselves the dis­
cipline of the whole counsel of God. 

When we are p reaching the w hole 
counsel of G od, we can speak with 
love, confidence a nd authority. 

Sound It Loudly 

G ood men, rise up ! Your people 
need you . T hey are being badgered by 
an aggressive m inority who are build­
ing their fai th on physical and emo­
tional evidences supported by scraps 
of misplaced Scr ipture. The church 
needs to be energized by an unwaver­
ing confidence in God's word which 
will endure the cataclysmic catastro­
phe which will culminate the universe. 

A Preview In the next article, we w9i 
examine faith; both as it is revealed in 
the Bible and as it is med today . 
Watch for "Hallelujah, I'm N~t 
Healed!" 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 

Follow 
the Blueprint 
A few days ago I finished with the 
building of a fa irly large wooden sun 
deck which now beauti fies my house 
and will serve my family in many va ried 
ways. 

'\S I was studying the blueprint I 
realized that the instructions were very 
brief and very much geared to the pro­
fessional carpenter. Nevertheless I read 
and re-read the "eight easy steps of 
erection" and fina lly gained confidence. 

The hardest job was the dri lling of 
fifteen holes with the help of a fence 
post hole digger. The sun was hot and 
merciless, the thermometer showed 92 
degrees. Yet, I had to dri ll deeply, be­
cause the instructions called fo r 42 inc h 
deep holes. 

Since not much else could be done 
during the drilling and the hours there­
after, I Jet my mind wander in man y 
directions. Suddenly a thought struck 
me so that temporarily I stopped with 
the dri lling (I guess that was a poor 
excuse for taking a break ). 

Some months ago my fami ly and J 
had joined a Church Extension church 
in the western C hicago area. We sti ll 
have no pastor, no deacons, no offic ially 
adopted constitution, nor do we own a 
building. But we are working at the 
spiritual found ation. The first few meet­
ings were well attended. Jn the midst 
of all the excitement a nd enthusiasm of 
growth we must not neglect to deeply 
root the foundation, to give the super­
structure a du rable sturdiness. 
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After the holes were dug, pipes were 
bedded in cement to serve as pillars. 

Step T wo called for the spreading of 
polyethylene, topped with c rushed 
stones, to prevent the growth of weeds. 
Sprouting weeds would otherwise mar 
the clear appearance of the deck and 
eventually "take over." r would keep 
this in mind for our c hurch. We must 
fight the weed of sin before it even has 
a chance to grow. 

Then I installed the beams and 
a nchored them. On top of the three 
beams came the seven jo ists; a ratio of 
three to seven! Again I learned m y 
lesson : It does not take as many beams 
as joists. But they have to be of top 
quality, sturdy, solid and durable. All 
the rest of the superstructure eventually 
will rest on them. And in the church? 
God does not call many "pillars" and 
"beams. " Even the "joists" are li mited 
in number. Yet, the sturdiness of the 
decking material wi ll wholly depend on 
the stability of the subst ructure. 

Finally the decking was installed . 
More than 40 two-by-fours were nai led 
side by side to form the deck. A proper 
d istance had to be kept from board to 
board, in order to avoid any possible 
fr ict ion or twisting. Many nai ls an­
chored the lumber to the jo ists so that 
no warping could occur. 

Aga in I had to think: Proper anchor­
ing to the foundation and substructure 
and the r igh t dis tance to each other­
all this not on ly added eventually to a 
refined fin ish but was necessary for 
proper functioning. 

Oh, I just about forgot! The final step 
was the trimm ing of the deck ing. No 
problem with that in relat ion to church 
work: God will see to it that all the 
pieces of "lum ber" will have the right 
size and final appearance. 

Whether you build a deck o r a 
church, you will d iscover that God's 
rules apply to all matters of li fe. 

T hank you, Lord, for teaching me 
this lesson again. RJK 

WElCOMEW SWEDEN 
13th 

Baptist World Congress 
Stockh .tm 

8 -13 July 975 

letters to the editor 

Dear Editor: I rea lly appreciated your 
May issue editoria l on 'The E xorcist'. 
[ find that many Christians do not take 
the powe r .o f Sa~an seriously and they 
scoff at thin gs hke the 'Exorcist' and 
the wav.e of occultism that is sweeping 
our nation. 

We must realize that there is no 
neutral psychic or supernatural realm 
which we can control. Either we let 
ourselves be controlled by the H oly 
Spirit or we are under Satan's control. 
l t is very easy for the devil to b ind us if 
we open ourselves to influences like 
' the Exorcist'. 

We need more people to warn us of 
the powe r of the evil one. We need 
people who will show us how to win 
the victory, th rough Christ , over the 
devil a nd all h is decei tfu lness. Reimer 
Clausen, Winnipeg, M anitoba. O 

CHURCH RECORD KEEPING 
(Continued from page 19) 

Christian Service Brigade) are 
listed on charts and posted an­
nually on profi le cards. Leaders 
are reminded to follow up ab­
sentees. Visitors are registered 
on slips which are given to the 
Visitation Director. 

4 . Vacat ion Bible school membe rs 
are listed on charts. T his infor­
mation is posted annu ally on 
profile cards. Visito rs are regis­
tered on slips which are given to 
the V is ita tion Director. 

C. Visitation D irector 
I. It is his responsibility to hand out 

the contact slips of the visi to rs in 
each a rea to the calling teams 
who go out after Bible study 
each Wednesday e vening and 
? nee a month on Saturday m orn­
ing. 
Note: A bsen tees who are c hurch 

BAPTIST H ERALD 

members are fol lowed up by the 
deacons and deaconesses. T he 
absentees in other areas a re fol­
lowed up by the teachers and 
leaders in that a rea. 

2. It is his responsibi lity to note 
which persons who have been 
visited become members, which 
ones move away and which ones 
need an additional contact in the 
future. H e gives a monthly report 
to the mission board. 

By way of encouragement, it may be 
noted that the implimentation of the 
total plan has taken some time and 
with reference to some detai ls, is stil i 
continuing. We believe that the system 
is achieving the meaningful purpose in­
tended a~d trust that it wi ll prove just 
as effective for those who are wi lling 
to utilize it. D 

PRECIOUS PEARLS 
(Continued f rom page 15) 
Jesus. They will be punished with ever­
lasting destruction and shut out from 
the presence of the Lord and from the 
majesty of his power" ( 1 Thess. 2~ 8, 
9 ) , just as the pea rl rejects are c rushed 
into powder because they cannot be 
used in making jewelry. 

The "good pearls" a re then ready to 
be used by their Master for whateve r 
purpose he has in mind for them. As 
he holds his perfect gems in his hands 

A MAN SENT FROM GOD 
(Continued from page 18) 

CHALLLENGING MESSAGE 

INVEST IN GOO'S WORK 
TO BUILD NEW CHURCHES 

through the 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
The Church Extension Investors Fund is a not-for-profit corpora­
t ion serving the North American Baptist General Conference 
churches . 
The purpose of the Fund is to encourage Church Extension 
churches to build, by provid ing interest-bearing loans to quali fied 
new churches engaged in bu ilding programs. 

Any ind ividual, family , or chu rch may partic ipate in the Fund by 
investing multiples of $100.00. Term deposits earn 51/2 to 61/2 
percent annual interest. Interest is paid on January 1st and 
July 1st. 
For further information and investment application, please write 
to: 

CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

a nd admires them, his heart must be 
overwhelmed and his eyes fi lled with 
tears of joy as he realizes his labors 
were not in va in. But on the other 
hand, his hea rt must be broken to see 
the small percen tage of perfect gems 
among the entire pearl harvest. Could 
it be that only five to ten percent of his 
harvest are perfect gems, let alone 40 
percent of some average quality? 

T here are "simulated pearl beads" in 
the world today, too, those who ap­
pear as Christians outwardly but have 

not been produced by a long process of 
yielding to him. They are not true, 
genuine pearls and are of no value in 
his sight. They are synthetic. The 
outer covering on the pearl bead can 
be easily peeled off and there is no 
more resemblance of a pearl. When 
the "good works" and outward imita­
tion Christian appearance are removed, 
there is nothing. The Lord has no use 
fo r "simulated pearl beads" and why 
should he when he has many precious 
pearls. D 

Dr. Gideo n K. Zimmerman, the execut ive secretary o f 
the North Ame rican B aptist G eneral Conference, de­
livered a ve ry appropriate message for pastor and people . 
He spoke of a pastor's need: to be a ser vant of C hrist 
e xpla in ing his secrets, to be a steward of myster ies of 
Christ, a nd to uphold the abiding values of l ife. D octor 
Z immerman's presence was especially appropria te be­
cause he was the pastor of the First Ba p tist C hurch of 
Auburn whe n Pas tor Braun cou nseled with him about 
e ntering the m inistry. 

"I find that he presen ts a ch allenge to us as well as to h is 
people- a challe nge of fa ithfullness and loyalty. T he 
p~sto~ !~ads by his exam ple of ded ication as well as by 
his B1bhcal teaching." 

As the A ssistant to the P astor a nd havino been a mem­
ber of this church for 12 years and a member of the staff 
f?r four ye.a rs , m y personal observation is that it is a con­
t inuous daily challenge to me to see a man so completely 
devoted to God a nd dedicated to serving his people. It 
makes me feel unworthy to try to fulfill the obligation to 
the church th at has been entrus ted to me. 

. T he churc h s taff includes ten paid workers six full 
time workers e ioht f 1 ' . , o o w 1om h ave come out of the la 
~:~~:e~~h~~ of /h~ ~hurch . Again this is a reflection of th~ CHURC H F E LLOWSHIP 

Immedia tely following the service, there was a t ime of 
fe llowsh ip and pe rsonal g reet ings to the pastor. 
C O-WORKER'S APPRAISALS 

Miss Sharon Sa mson, our secretary of C hristian Edu­
catio n, who has served on the staff for seven years says, 
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t 
, . ~ ram mg th at we h ave received under the 

pas or s m1mstry. 

To paraphrase John 1 . 6-"T h 
G d 

,, F · e re was a man sent from 
o . or the Redeemer B aptist Ch h h . 

Pastor Adolph B raun. 0 urc , t at man is 
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