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Message for ~ 
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February 2, 1975 

Greetings to the Baptist People of the World: 

"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord 
with gladness : come before his presence with singing. Know ye that 
the Lord he is God . . . we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture" ( 1 OOth Psalm) . 

Baptist people in many nations pause this day to think of our international 
fellowship. We thank God for his guidance and his blessings in the past. We look 
forward confidently, in his strength, to the challenges tha t face us in the year 197 5 : 

• It is the year of climax for the Wor.ld Mission of Reconciliation Through Jesus 
Christ, a project launched by the Baptist World Congress in 1970. 

• It is the year of the 13th Baptist World Congress, meeting at Stockholm, Sweden, 
July 8-13, 1975. The theme will be "New People for a New World- Through 
Christ." 

• I t is a year for implementing the visions gained when more than 5000 young 
p~ople . from 54 countries gathered at Portland, Oregon, USA , in July 1974 , for 
d1scuss1ons around the theme, "Christ, Our Challenge to Live." 

• . It is a year in which Baptist men seek to implement the goals outlined in their 
F1~st World Con!~rence of Baptist Men, held in November 1974 at Hong Kong, 
usmg the theme, World Brotherhood Through Christ." 

T he World M ission of Reconciliation Through Jesus Christ has kindled the 
fires of evangelism around the earth. Thousands of persons have been reconciled 
to God, professing their faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Christian 
people have been directed to projects of Christian service, demonstrating the Jove 
of Christ in their day to day relationships. 

We must make 1975 a year of even greater victories. The Lord said th at 
greatness comes through serving. "Even the Son of Man," he said, "came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many" 
(Mark 10:45 ) . 

Let us therefore-33 million Baptists in more than 100 countries-press 
ever forward in proclamation of the Word, by speech and by deed, " that every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" 

(Philippians 2: 11 ) . 
The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his light to shine upon you 

and give you peace. 

v. CARNEY H ARGROVES, president 
R OBERT S. D ENN Y, general secretary 
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BAprisr WoRLd AlliANCE SuNdAy 
FEbRUARY 2, 1975 

THEME: THE CROSS- THE COST 
OF RECONCILIATION 

GOALS: To lead all Baptists to be

come positively involved in 

the fellowship and witness of 

the Baptist World Alliance. 

To challenge all Baptists to 

positive involvement in the 

World Mission of Reconcilia

tion through Jesus Christ. 

A project of the 
Baptist World Alliance 

PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS: 

An interpretation of the meaning and contributions of the Baptist World A lliance. 

I. Enriched fellowship 
2. E fforts in behalf of religious freedom 

3. Coordinated resources for relief 

4. World Mission of Reconciliation through Jesus Christ 

5. Special sermons on the theme, "The Cross-The Cost of Reconciliation" 

(three sermon outlines on the theme a re enclosed as suggested possibili ties) 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

I. For fellow Baptists of all nations 

2. For world wide responsiveness to the gospel 

3. That God will thrust forth laborers to capture today's re k bl . . 
4. Fo Ch · · · · mar a e opporturnties 

r nst1an witness m those areas of great difficulty and 1 5. For ge · .1. . f . . sow response 
nume reconc1 1at10n among am1hes, Christians f 

6. Fo ' na ions and races 
r .greater understandi ng and genuine Jove across cul tur 1 barriers a ' racia l, and nationalistic 

7 · For youth within church families to become ne . 
8. That every believer will become an effe t. .w persons tn C hrist 
9 Th c ive Witness fo th L 

· at we will become God's agents for th II . . r e ord Jesus C hrist 
tudes e a eviat1on of th , e world s suffering mu lti -

BAPTIST HERALD 

"Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 

or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen" 

(Ephesians 3 :20, 21 RSV). 

POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES (Choose several specifics relevant to local needs) 

1. Pulpit interchange by Baptist pastors of various conventions, races, nationalities 

2. Exchange of choirs-or joint worship of congregations of different races 

3. Special involvement of and wi tness to international students 
4. Youth involvement in service projects a nd witnessing 

5. An agape meal for the enrichment of C hristian fellowship 

6. Invite those outside the C hristian fellowship, such as Jewish friends or those of other 

nationalities or races to share fellowship meals 

7. Specific involvement of la ity in teaching, preaching, witnessing, ministering-locally 

and world-wide 

8. Special service projects that mm1ster to needs-in the name of Christ 

9. Showing the lonely, the afflicted, the needy, the underprivileged, the over-privileged, 
that we really care 

I 0. Get acquainted with your neighbors 

J I . Minister to specific needs of neighbors and of people m your own community 

An offering in every church for the Baptist World Alliance, The World Mission of R econciliation through 
Jesus Christ, or for world relief. 

The BWA Executive Committee suggests that each church consider devoting an entire week to this pro
gram either beginning on BWA Sunday or climaxing on that date. 

A CROWNED CONGRESS 

The clasped ha nds sym bol of the 
Baptist World Alliance and the 
three crowns symbol of the no· 
tion o f Sweden hove been com· 
bined to form on emblem for 
the congress. 

The design p laces the BWA 
symbol, which speaks of wo rld . 
wide Christion fe llowship, as the 
"lodestar" above Sweden ' s 
golden crow ns. A surrounding 
circle carries the name of the 
co ngress. 

Th e history of " Tre Kraner", 

Three Crowns, ru ns bock to the 
year 1364 when the young Al· 

F ebmary 197 5 

by Eric Ruden, Sweden 
BWA Congress executive secretory 

b recht of Meckle nbu rg was 
crowned King of Sweden. The 
emblem of three crowns, which 
he adopted as his device on a 
shield and which also became 
the Swedish national coat of 
arms, w as evidently not unknown 

in our country a t that time. 

Many lege nds have been spun 
around it, but documentarily the 
origin takes u s back to the a lle · 
goric adornment of the sepulchre 
of the three Holy Kings in the 

Dome of Cologne. In the year 
1200 three crowns are sp oken 
of in co nnection with the three 

holy kings and their adoratio n 
of Jesus Christ. 

As a heraldic emblem the 
crowns become known in differ

ent pa rts of Europe. The formo· 
lion of the design varied but it 
is worthy of note how often the 
symbolism has p reserved its re· 
ligious connota tion. 

Our notiona l coat of arms can 

be seen on the Town Hall of 
Stockholm. Placed an the tower, 
hig h above th e surrounding 

bui ldings, its three magnificent 
golden crowns ore shining. n 



Baptists of the World 

Baptists are known to live and witness in each of th e 110 nations and 28 de
pendencies listed. The numbers shown are those for baptized believers who are 
members of Baptist churches. An asterisk ( • ) identifies those places in which some 
(or all) of the Baptist churches belong ro a convention or union which is _a memb~r 
of the Baptist World Alliance. A blank (-) 1denuf1es places where there 1s a Baptist 
mission, bur no church is yet reported. 

AFRICA 

Algeria ... ... ... . .. . .. . .. . .. . . 
•Angola ... ... . . .... .. . .. .. . . . 
Botswana . ... .. .. ... ... . . . 

•Burundi ... .. ........ . 
•Cameroon . ........... .. ... . . . 
Cape Verde Islands .... . .. ... . . 
Central African Republic ... .. • . 
Chad ... ... ... ... . ......... .. . 
Congo . .. .. .. ... . .... . . . .... . 
Dahomey . ....... .. . 
Egypt . ...... .. • .... • . .. . . . . . 

'Ethiopia . ....... . . . .. . . . .. . 
' Ghana ............ . .. .. . . . ... . 
Ivory Coast .... . . . .. . . ... . 

' Kenya .... .... . . ... .. ... .. ... . 
Lesotho . . .. . . . . . ...... . . .. . . . 

'Liberia . . . . . . .. . . ... .... . . 
Libya .. .. . .. . . ... .. . ..... . . . 
Malagasy Republic .. .. . .. . ... . 

'Malawi . . ... . ... . ... . .. • ... ... 
Mali . . . ... . .. .. . .......... . . 
Morocco ... ·~· .. ...... .. . 

'Mozambique ... . . .... .. . . 
'Namibia (Southwest Africa) ... . 
Niger .............. ... .. .. .. . 

'Nigeria . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . • .. . . . · 
Rhodesia . .. . . ... . . .. . 

•Rwanda ........ . .. . . 
Senegal .... .... . . . . ... . . . .. . . 

•Sierra Leone ... .. . . . . .. ... . .. . 
•south Africa ...... . .... . . 
St. He lena ..... ... . . . .. . ... . 
Swaziland . . ... ... . .. . . ... .. . . 

'Tanzania . . . . . . . .... . .. . . . 
•Togo ... . . . . ..... . . .. .. .. . 
Upn~ . . . .. . . . . . ... . . 
Upper Volta . . . . . .. . ... . . . . 

•Zaire ... . . ... . .. .. .. .. .. .. . 
•Zambia . . . ..... . . ... . . ... . 

Total, Afri ca . .. .. . 

ASIA (except Middle East) 
'Bangladesh . .. . 
'Burma ...... .. . 
'China. Republic of (Taiwan) .... 
• Hong Kong .... . 
•India .. . . . ... ..... . 
•Japan ..... .. .. . 
•Korea, Republic of .. .. ... . ... . 
Macao ........... ..... . . . . 

'Malaysia . . .. . . .... . .... . . . ... . 
Pakistan .......... . ... .. . .. . 
Ryukyu Islands ........... .. . . . 

'Singapore ...... .. ... . . . . 
•Sri La nka .. . ... .............. . 

210 
2,406 

48 
3,307 

89,000 
200 

40,000 
3,7SO 
6,000 

4SO 
427 
871 

2,350 
3,040 

12,458 
600 

32,700 
430 
217 

lS,373 
25 

2,943 
191 
250 

134,5SO 
8,603 

19,315 
35 

1,105 
52,223 

80 

14,307 
720 

7,43S 
162 

252,S50 
7,701 

716,032 

13,600 
290,631 
13.S8S 
26,861 

734,203 
34,911 
23,360 

598 
4,456 
2,135 
4,206 
1,665 
1,750 

Thailand ...... . ... . 
Vietnam, Republic of ..... . 

Total, Asia .... ........ . 

7,115 
1.817 

1, 160,893 

CENTRAL AMERI CA AND CARIBBEAN 
Antigua . ... .... .. . ...... .... . 
Belize . ... .... ... .... . . .. . . .•. 

'Bahamas .... ... .. ............ . 
Barbados .. . .. ........ . . . .. . . . 
British Virgin Islands .. .. .... .. . 

' Costa Rica .. ........... .. •... 
•Cuba ......... .. ... .. ....... . . 
Dominica . ... . .. . ... . ..... ... . 

' Dominican Republic . . ...... . . . 
•El Salva ppr . . .. . .. . ...... . .. . . 
Gu~deloupe . ..... ... .... .. .. . 
'Gu~temala .. .. . . . . ... ... . .... . 
•Haiti ........ . . . . . .. . .. . ..... . 
• Honduras ........ .. .... . .. . .. . 
' Jamaica ....... ........ . . . . . .. . 
Martinique ........ .......... . 

' Nicaragua ........... . .. . ... . . 
• Panama (and Canal Zone) ..... . 
• Puerto Rico . .. . . .... ... . 
St. Kim-Nevis-Anguilla . . 
St. Lucia .. ... . .. . 
St. Vincenl. . . . .. .. ... . . 
Trinidad and Tobago 

'Turks and Caicos Islands .... . 
U.S. Virgin Islands . ... . . 

To tal, Central America and 
Caribbe an Islands . 

EUROPE 

' Austria . 
'Belgium . . .. . 
'Bulgaria . . .......... ... .... .. . 
•Channel Islands ... .... . . .... . . 
•Czechoslovakia . ... .. . .. . . .. . . 
•Denmark ...... .... . ......... . 
Eire .. .. .. . .. . .... ........ . . . . 

• Finland ..... . 
'France 
•Germany, Dem. Rep. of . 
' Germany, Fed. Rep. of .. . 
Greece .. . .. . .. .. ..... . 

'H ungary . . . 
Iceland ......... .. .. . 
Isle o f Man .. 
Italy . .... ... ... .... ...... .. . . . 
Luxembourg .. .. . .. ... .. . . . .. . 

'Netherlands .... .. . .... . .. . . . 
'Norway .. . 
'Po land . .. . 
•Portugal . . . ....... . . . 
•Romania ... .. ... _ . . .... .... . . 
'Spain ..... .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . 

11S 
300 

26,688 
70 
35 

4,350 
14,744 

30 
2,806 
3,117 

58 
S.377 

77 ,889 
3,287 

31,985 
500 

S,060 
6,S78 

11 ,039 
231 
90 
80 

7,000 
785 
200 

202,414 

808 
410 
800 
300 

4,050 
6,638 

250 
2,748 
3,677 

22.900 
69,966 

140 
12, 125 

50 
27 

5,688 
20 

10,174 
6,588 
2,650 
3,736 

150,000 
8,512 

•Sweden 
•Switzerla~·d · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
•LJ.S.S.R. . · · · · ·... . . . . . . ... . . 45,184 

' United Ki ~· d·~~ .. · · · · · "· · · .. · 2•625 

' Yugoslavia g · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 535·000 
. . . . . 260,854 

Total, Europe.:::::: :: :: : · · · 3,052 
. .. 1,158,972 

MIDDLE EAST 

Gaza Stri p . ......... • . 
Iran . . . . .. ... . 

' Israel .. . . ... . . 

:~;~a~:n : . :: . :;.:::. : : . :: : : : : : 
Turkey . . . . . . . . · · · · 
Ye me n Arab Re~~bii·c· : · 

Total, Middle East . . 

NORTH AMERICA 

31 
30 

281 
334 
594 
50 
53 
17 

1,390 

' Bermuda 

:~ae~~~~ : : : : . : . : . · : . · · : 18~);~ 
' Unit ed States 22,577 

Total, North·A~~;i~a· · · · · · · · 29,379,598 
.. . . ... 29,5%,096 

OCEANIA 

' Aust ralia . 
Guam .. . . .. . ·· ···· ·· ·· ··· 
Indonesia ..... ... . . . .. . 
Micronesia 

' New Zeala nd.: . .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Papua Ne w Gui·~~~ :::: · · · · · · · · 
' Philippines ..... .. .. .. : : : : : : : : 

Total, Ocean ia . .. . .. . . .... . 

SOUTH AMERICA 

' Argenti na ....... ... . 
' Bolivia ...... . .. ..... : : : : : : : : : 
' Brazil . ... . 
•Chile ..... . 
' Colombia . 
Ecuado r ... 
Guyana. . . .. . .. . •. . .... 

' Parag uay ... . ...... . .. .. . . . . . . 
•Peru . .. . . · ··· · ··· ·· · 

Surinam . .... .... ... ... .... . . . 
' Uruguay .. .. ... . ...... .... . . . . 
' Vene zuela .. .... . ...... . 

Total, South Ame rica . . 

50,724 
2,070 

25,693 
185 

17,550 
11 ,930 
78,142 

186,294 

24,264 
5,400 

408,325 
11 ,918 
7,200 
1,777 
2,031 
2,061 
2,688 

2,358 
2,700 

470,722 

GRAND TOTAL ... ... ....... .. . . 33,492,813 

Note: No listing is included for the People 's 
Republic of China; Baptists have no t been 
ident ified the re since 1950, when the num ber 
was 123,000. 

I-IC CROOO 
Tl-Ii; COOT OF Ri;CONCILIRTION 

by Joseph B. Underwood 

The purpose of the World Mission of R econciliation 
through Jesus Christ is that all men everywhere might 
share this victorious life. To this end, Baptists of 85 
countries have dedicated themselves in their participation 
in the World Mission of Reconciliation. A united mani
festation of this purpose can be expressed by worldwide 
observance of Baptist World Alliance Sunday, February 
2, 1975-calling every believer to "The Cross-The Cost 
of Reconcilation." 

Editor 

The cross is eternal in the heart of God. It is not 
an afterthought or a suddenly devised remedy for an 
unanticipated crisis. 

Yet, it should be feared that familiarity with the 
basic biblical revelat ion, "God is love," breeds super
ficial sentimentality, even comfortable presumption. 
"God is love!" But, genuine love is costly-to the 
lover. It cost God the cross : "Christ stood as a lamb 
slain from before the foundation of the world." 

We may have become so accustomed to the cross 
as the revelation of God's love (R omans 5: 8) , that 
we fail to deeply appreciate the immeasurable cost of 
our redemption and reconcil iation to God. 

There is the cost of broken-heartedness. One thinks 
of a mother weeping convulsively because of a way
ward , rebel daughter to whom she had exclaimed, 
"We love you with all our hear t! We wish you would 
come home." The daughter made the mocking, heart
breaking reply, "Oh, Mother, if I wanted to I would." 

Jn the heartbreak of that mother is a fa int picture 
of God's yearning for the return of prodig_al so_ns and 
dauohters to the divine-human companionship for 
whi~h man was created because God is love. Man's 
refusal to live in fr iendship with God frustrates that 
love and breaks that heart (God's). Broken hearted
ness comes from unrequ ited love-a love that seeks, 

Joseph B. Unde1wood, a member of the staff_ of the 
Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention USA is general chairman of the World Mis
sion oi Reco~1ciliation through Jesus Christ, a project 
of the Baptist World Alliance. 

February 1975 

yearns, craves for a response denied it. There is per
haps no greater suffering than the agony of a love 
that does not receive response from the one so loved. 

T his leads to the cost of incarnation: the Word 
became flesh (John 1 : 14 ) . As Paul vividly describes 
it, "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might be
come rich" ( 2 Car. 8 : 9 ) . Perhaps more graphic is 
the appeal of the apostle to Christians to be of one 
hear t and mind. H e reinforces this plea by appealing 
to the example of Christ, eternally one with God. 
Christ did not selfishly retain the prerogatives, maj
esty, power and glory inherently his as one with God. 
T nstead, he freely and completely emptied himself, 
humbling himself to become man . As a man Christ 
was obedient unto the death of the cross (Philippians 
2 :5-9) . 

Thus, there is the cost of the cross-God descend
ing from heaven's glory to become man, identify 
himself fully with man. and suffer every experience 
common to man. God did so to redeem us from 
all iniquity and purify us unto himself as a people 
for his possession, zealous of good works (Titus 2: 14). 

"God is love"-and that love cost him the cross. 
How can fini te. comfortable, luxury-loving man ap
preciate the humiliation, the scandal. the excruciating 
agony of the cross? 

Yet, that is the price of seeking our love. our trust. 
and our companionship (Col. 1:19-22 ; Romans 5: 8- 10; 
Ephesians 2: 13-16) . 

R ESPONSE rs ALSO COSTLY! 
"Christ died for the ungodly." for the helpless (Ro

mans 5 : 6 )-for you and me! Our reconciliation is 
possible because of what Christ did for us. Our re
sponse to tha_t redemptive, reconciling love is costly: 

It costs pnde. T o respond, I must confess in all 
honesty. " I have sinned!" I can have no excuses. no 
self-justification, no evasion of personal responsib ility 
and blame. . I can make no attempt to claim any 
pe~sonal men t. T must acknowledge personal failure . 
guilt, helplessness. My only plea: "God be merciful 
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to me, a sinner." My only hope: "Christ loved me 
and gave himself up for me" (Gal. 2 :20b). 

R esponse to the reconciling love in Christ costs 
my way of l ife. Jesus says, "If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me" (Matt. 16:24). 

Followi ng Christ e rects a cross as a moral and 
spiritua l imperative in the path of every believer. 
Response to the redeeming, rcconcilin!! love of C hrist 
req~ires that I give up myself and ~my self-centered 
~ho1ces an~ plans to sha re the gospel with others
JUSt as C hnst gave his life to save me. 

. Th~re is a cross in the pathway of personal rela
lionsh1ps. Love for and allegiance to Jesus C hrist 
must ~ranscend ever~ human relationship . T here is a 
cross 1~ the economic pathway of life. One's personal 
or fam ~ ly budget must be planned around the cross 
of Chnst, not around personal fleshly des ires Th . . , . . e re 
1s a cross m. ones social rela tionships. These must 
not be exclusively for the entertainment of one's self, 
but . a mea~s to bear a redemptive witness to the 
totality of hfe. 

T here is a cross in the business and political 
structures of the system of life in whi"ch . . 

bl · one 1s mes-
capa y mvolve.d . In personal ambitions and in the 
necessary p~rsu~ t of business developments, there must 
be the application of Christian principles that revolve 
ar?und the cross. Thus the total ity of life . d 
mined by th IS eter-

. e cross, not by personal desires or b 
accom~odat1on to the general pattern of life A h y 
cross is central in Christ's pattern of l"f . s t .e 
be · h l"f 1 e, so must 1t 
cost)~~ t e i c of every fo llower. Reconciliatio n is 

It costs my feelings. I t costs h . . . . 
ousies resentment If ypersens1ttv1ty, ieal-

. , . . s, se -centered ambition and . 
vat1on, preiud1ces, hatreds and self . mott-
by allow· Ch . -preservat ion I t is 

mg n st to live in me that l"f · 
of these "works of the flesh." my 1 e is rid 

The Christian's willingness to make th 
tral in his way of life enables re~ ·1 · e. c ross cen-
man and man. Beino fi lled "t i onhc1 iat1on between 
h h . c w1 1 t e love of G d 

t roug the indwell ing Holy Spiri t ( R 0 

b 1. · omans 5·5) ti e iever is compelled to seek T . . ' 1e 
men. Even when the othe r per;oeconc1f iatJon with all 

·1 d ( · n re uses to be 
onc1 e JUSt as many refuse reconc·1· t" . rec
th h Ch · ) 1 ia ion with God roug nst , one's heart must be h . 
Christ-like love, never by resentment \ aractenzed by 
geance. Love is costly! ' at red or vcn-

Love a lso costs service. Just as the . 
mended Samaritan served at pe I . Ch nst-com-
.fi ' rsona n sk a d 

n ce, so those who a llow C hr ist t r n sac-
serve a ll persons in need . o ive within must 

Love, therefore. costs me myself. ft d"d C h . 
demand of Christ is categorical. " If 

1 n st. The 
come after me, let him - deny · h" lfany man would 
h . d imse and tak 1s c ross _an follow me" (Matt. 16 :24 ). e u p 
. There is no superficial. costless. senti 

life. There can never be victo . ~enta l wuy to 
life apart from love. True lov no~~ and abundant 

e d ways costs- the 
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cross! B ut, though the cross is despera tely costly, no 
o ne pays tha t price without d iscovering triumphant life. 

It is said of Jesus: "Who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down a t the righ t hand of the throne of 
God" ( Heb. 12: 2). Paul, who paid the price of the 
cross, exclaims, " I am crucified with C hrist: never
theless I live; yet, not I, but Christ lives in me : and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
fai th of the Son of God who loved me and gave 
himself for me" (Gal. 2: 20). T here is the exultation 
of the sheer joy of life abundan t experienced through 
the cross. D 

CONFERENCE 

ON CHURCH-R ELATED 

CAREERS 

North American Baptist Seminary in 
Sioux Falls is sponsoring a Conference 
on Chu rch-related Careers for college
age you th. The conference will be held 
on campus February 28-March 2. 

1975. 

There wil l be discovery groups on a 
va riety of church-related careers, in
cluding ministry in the local church. 
the new style missionary, the communi
cations bag, careers in counseling, C hris
tian social mi nistries and chu rch ca
reers for women . 

This is an excellent opportunity for 
anyone who is considering a full-time 
church-related career. 

f or mo re information and a brochu re 
write or call the Reverend Donald N . 
Miller, 1605 S. Euclid Ave.. Sioux 
falls, SD 57105, Telephone 1-605/ 
336-6588. 
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TAXATION AND RELIGIOUS BODIES 
Adopted by Baptist Joint Committee 

October 9, 1974 

Current discussions c,f public policy re
specting the taxation of the property 
and income of religious bodies and re
la~ed activities call for the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affai rs, consist
ing of represen tatives from eight na
tional Baptist groups in the U.S .A. with 
consti tuencies exceeding 29 mill ion 
members, to affirm on October 9, 1974, 
certain principles and points of view 
to be considered as legislative bodies 
and executive agencies of government 
study tax-rela ted policies. 

T he Committee reaffirms its position 
of October 7, 1969, that churches not 
be subject to property taxes on that 
part of thei r property which is used for 
their religious mission. 

The Committee holds that religious 
bodies, as members of the broad class 
of not-for-profit organizations, must 
enjoy no less rights and privileges than 
those accorded to other members of 
that class. 

The Commi ttee supports the posi tion 

that the Religion Clauses of the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
require that religious programs and 
church income other than that derived 
from the operation of unrelated busi
ness enterprises be exempt from taxa
tion by government-local, state, or 
federal. 

As an affirmation of its belief in a 
free church, the Committee declares 
that churches, associations of churches. 
or conventions of churches must define 
for themselves the nature and scope of 
their religious mission. It further as
serts that government would intrude 
into the precincts of religious bodies if 
it should attempt to define their pur
pose and mission. 

The Committee believes that it is 
proper for any consumer-be it a fam
ily, a private business, a church. or 
other-to pay the user fee for any 
public service (e.g., water and sewer 
services) provided directly to the con
sumer, for such fee is payment for 
services rendered, not a tax per se. 
However, it believes that government 
should not tax the properties or in-

come of religious bodies and other not
for-profit organizations to finance gene
ral services to the public (e.g., fire and 
police protection). 

G overnment, the Committee be
lieves, has acted both wisely and con
stitutionally in providing for tax de
ductibility of contributions to the broad 
class of not-for-profit organizations 
which includes religious bodies. 

The Committee views with a la rm in
dications of direct and indirect threats 
from any governmental agency re
specting the revocation of the tax ex
empt status of religious bodies if they 
engage in certain activities related to 
legislation and the publ ic discussion of 
public policy. The American Consti
tution protects the righ t of cit izens and 
organizations to take part, without 
penalty. in discussion and activi ties re
lated to legislation and the conduct of 
government. Therefore, the Com-
mittee strongly urges that the limits on 
activities set forth in Section 501 (c ) 
( 3) of the Internal Revenue Code be 
rewritten in a manner consisten t with 
the principles here stated. D 

BAPTIST CONGRESS AT STOCKHOLM. The King of Sweden, Carl XVI Gustaf (right), expressed positive interest in pla ns for the 13th 
Baptist World Congress when Swedish Baptist leaders met with him ot the Royal Palace in Stockholm. David Lagergren, general secretory 
of the Swedish Boptist Un ion, shakes hands with the King while Erik Ruden, executive member of the Congress Arrangements Committee, 
ond Erling Oddestad, president al the Baptist Union, join in the conversation. Lagergren invited the King to attend the Congress' open· 
ing session in Stockholm July B, 1975. The Prime Minister of Sweden, Olof Palme, and the Archbishop of Sweden, Olof Sundby, a re 
expected to bri ng greetings to the Congress. 
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MCFC 
Quarterly Report 
by D. Fuchs 

The first year of our One Million Con
tacts For Christ effort is history. We 
are no~ w_ell into the second year of 
our tnennium. As we review our 
pro~~ess, where do we stand in our 
md1v1dual churches, our Associations 
and our total Conference? 

Some churches have been doing well 
Others have not. Where do you and 
your church stand? 

Consult the following chart below 
and see where your Association stands 
If you wish to get the statistics fo; 
your own local church, you may re
quest _them from your Area Secretar 
or wnte to Church Ministries DeparZ 
ment, 7308 Madison Street Forest 
Park, IL 60130. ' 

A goodly number of churches have 
used the g_reatest part of the first year 
to get ~ directed program of visitation 
evangelism going. They will from now 
~~. b~ able to report greater results 

is is encouraging. One may wonde; 
what these churches have been do· 
before this time. We praise God h mg 
e~er, that through the dedicated' e~;; 
o .. pastor and people a directed mm1s
try of personal evangel istic outreach 

T~e Rev. Daniel Fuchs is evan elism 
director of the Church M ' . . g in1stnes De-
partment, North American B . 
G 1 C 

apt1st 
enera onference. 

,, APOSTLE TO THE GRASSLANDS" 
by Laura E. Reddig 

Not everyone knows when h1's so· 
h . . ~um 

on eart is endmg, and certainly ve 
few prepare their own fa rewell ry 

Wh 
mes-

sage. at an .unusual event it is when 
so.meone ant1c1pates his own death 
with eagerness and i·oy Such · . · a person 
is unique! Evangelist Bobe Robert 
Jam was such a person. When God 
called him home on Jan . 31 1974 
Robert la rd down his armor and' "t 1 ,: 
glad ly .. can you imagine the wel~~~e 
he received as he entered int I 
I d h · h h 0 g ory-
an w ic e saw only in faith II 

these years? a 
Thousands climbed the steep hill to 

M ughef to attend the funeral s . 
of th' " ervrce 

is great Apostle to the G . 
lands" Ch · f rass
- - -· - o1rs Tom many churches 

Dr. Laura E. Reddig i1· a in .. . . . . ISSIOnary 
nur~e at Mbmgo Baptist Hospital of 
Mhtngo, Cameroon. 
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ONE MILLION 
CONTACTS 
FOR CHRIST 

Anociotion1 

Alberto (38) 

Atlantic (15) 

Bri1i1h Columbia (16) 

Jult·Sirpt .-mbct 197,. 

7 7,465 1,779 50 

4 4,390 106 12 

Toiol fo r T1 it "11ium 
~pi. 1, 1973 to S•pl . 30. 197.t 

g 
" 

72 29,860 2,48 2 103 50 170 

15 12,980 1,807 5 9 35 112 

21 17,560 420 34 65 94 

Central Dokoto-Mont. (30) 10 5,440 295 28 11 80 21,760 2,218 190 72 397 

Eoitern (19) 7 3,635 408 44 20 40 14,540 2,47 1 94 61 183 

lllinoh (13) 9 3,235 273 12 22 107 12,940 1,172 61 8 1 324 

Iowa (15) 5 3.975 913 0 3 15,900 4,078 69 67 116 

Manitoba on 4 3,620 3 14,480 109 20 21 

Michigan {22) 12 9,850 2,399 60 68 353 39.200 6,762 311 262 1,40 1 

M;nnesoto·Lo Crone (12) 9 2,165 1,460 455 26 56 8,660 3,842 585 76 174 

NorlhNn California (6) 2 3,865 128 32 32 51 15,460 1,965 124 134 161 

North Dakota (18) 7 3, 100 165 39 9 34 12.•00 1,736 120 99 229 

Oregon (10) 8 3,220 227 25 32 75 12,880 1,149 209 125 265 

Pacific Northwest ( 14) 5 2,820 1,170 82 74 11,2 80 4,094 264 109 382 

Penn.Ohio ( 14) 3 3.865 115 13 13 61 15,460 2,274 404 48 200 

Soskotchewon Ct 4) 3 2,165 519 9 3 8,660 569 28 12 10 

South Dakota (15) 8 3,325 151 19 19 23 13,300 638 48 72 123 

Southern (l 0) 6 1,240 8 12 23 32 4,960 1,845 80 31 167 

Soulhern California (6 ) 4 3,995 764 120 27 168 15,980 2,898 328 177 625 

Southwe ste rn (28) 7 4,075 1, 824 17 23 16, 300 3,600 179 94 216 

Wisconsin (14) 8 3,745 913 12 11 '}4 14,980 1,192 42 39 93 

Tolols 129 82,435 14,911 1,067 334 1,31 8 339,540 47,335 3,353 1,718 5,463 

will now be going on in these churches. 
If we get behind too far , it will be 

more difficult to catch up. It requires 
six contacts for Chris t per year by each 
member of your church to reach the 
challenging Conference goal adopted 
by the delegates at the Triennia l Con
ference in Wichita, Kansas. 

marched in their colorful uniforms to 
honor Bobe (meani ng: fa ther) Robert 
Jam. Pastors, students, missionaries, 
teachers, village leaders and fr iends by 
the thousands traveled to pay their re
spects to this great man of God. His 
own farewell message to his friends 
was record~d weeks before and played 
at the bunal service. ''Thouoh dead 
yet he speaks." And his mes~age wili 
long remain in the hearts of all. 

Robert w~s born approximately in 
1895. No birth certificate declares the 
exact date of his arrival into a grass
thatch~d, mud-walled and windowless 
house m Mughef, among the people of 
Korn in Cameroon. No churches no 
schools, no hospitals and a lmost no 
roads were in his land at that ti me. 
Robert was a typical young man with a 
great yearning to see the world. He 
walked the. 300-some mi les to work at 
the plantat ions. Soon he got a tropical 
ulce~ which was pain ful and kept him 
at his uncle's house for months Th' 
uncle was a B f Ch . ts 

ap ist ristian and tried 

According to the chart below, 47,-
335 contacts resulted in 3,353 deci
sions for Christ. Imagine what one 
mi ll ion contacts wi ll do in terms of 
people being reached for Christ! What 
a challenging, thrilling ministry for 
every N.A.B. pastor and church to 
have a share in under God. D 

to persuade Robert to attend church 
and fo llow God's way. "Never. I'm a 
strong juju man and will never leave 
my juju," Robert strongly procla imed, 
hoping to hea r the last of this "God 
palaver." But th is uncle continued to 
tal k to Robert and, when the ulcer was 
healed , explained that God had healed 
the ulce r. In time Robert's heart 

Bobe Robert Jam passed away on January 31' 
197 4. Following the Cameroonian tradition we 
honor his memory with th is tribute written by D_r. 
laura E. Redd ig, one of his longest co-workers '" 
Cameroon . 
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changed, and he found an exciting new 
life opening for him as he found real 
joy and peace in his new faith in Christ 
Jesus. Never once has he had the de
sire to return to his former jujus. Rob
ert was baptized by P astor Laban Moky 
in 1923 and left almost at once to 
carry the "good news of Jesus" to his 
people in K orn. Four men traveled 
together and began the church at 
Wombong. Robert Nteff, Isaac Ndang, 
Petro Ndikui and Robert Jam worked 
tirelessly in the Wombong area, and 
soon a little group of bel ievers built a 
church. Catholics at Wombong de
stroyed the church wi th cutlasses, de
claring the Baptists could not work in 
that area. When the first group of be
lievers was ready for baptism, they 
called for Pastor Burnley from Vic
toria to help them out. 

Large crowds lined the river banks 
where a wall had been raised to form 
a pool for the baptism. This was the 
firs t baptism in a river the people had 
ever witnessed, and they watched with 
great interest. When the service was 
over and the wall removed to release 
the wate r, everyone stared in horror 
at the dozens of sharpened stalks of 
elephant grass imbedded in the mud. 
The Christians rejoiced in God's love 
and protection, and the Baptist work 
got a boost through this incident. 

In 1933 Robert Jam was invited to 
go to Mbem, and there he opened two 
churches. One man thought it his re
sponsibility to break up this "G od pala
ver" group at Mbem, and when the 
first church was built, Barawa burned 
it down. Many of the believers scat
tered and left Mbem . Robert's people 
met in his house in Bang quarter, 
where Gebauers found him, and where 
our p resent Mbem misson station is 
located . Later Robert's house also was 
burned by Barawa. Robert quickly 
took his wife out safely, but two little 
boys who stayed with him were trapped 
in the burning house. Robert was able 
to cut a hole in the mud and stick wall 
so that the boys could escape. "Much 
trouble" accompanied Robert wherever 
he went, but he expla ined: " If you be
lieve and trust in God and faithfully 
do his work, he will take care of you 
and give you joy." 

In 1936 Robert went into a new un
opened area called Mfumte, and within 
seven years of hard work, constant 
traveling and preaching, eleven new 
churches were establ ished . No one had 
ever preached Christ to the Mfumte 
people, so Robert praised God for H is 
grea t work. In I 939 G eorge and 
Louise Dunger moved to Mambila to 
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begin a new work around Warwar. 
Robert now became the "Apostle to 
Mambila", and within five years, ten 
new churches were established. Robert 
worked with the missionaries Schnei
der for some time, but he longed to re
turn to Korn and work among h is own 
people. In 1950 he returned to Belo, 
working with Don and Verna Gan
strom and Margaret Kittlitz. He was 
accused of "kill ing the Juju of Belo" 
and when brought to trial, Robert wit
nessed of a greater power at work 
among the Korn people, and that God 
alone could change people's hearts. 

In 19 52, after almost 30 years of 
faithfully and actively working for 
Christ in Cameroon, Bobe Robert with 
his faithful wife Lydia and his family 
retired at Mughef. They had had 15 
children , but six had died in infancy. 
The oldest son, Samuel Semi Jam, was 
one of our first Registered Nurses, and 
recently graduated from our Bible 
Training College at Ndu, and is now 
the Chaplain at Mbingo Baptist H os
pital. Another son, Elijah, is an or
dained pastor serving at a Bamenda 
church. Another son is a carpenter, 
others are still in school. His daughters 
are all married and enjoy visiting their 
old home at Mughef. 

Though his active preaching days 
were over, Robert continued fa ithfully 
to help and counsel the younger and 
better trained pastors. ( Robert never 
attended any school, but several mis
sionaries helped him with reading and 
writ ing.) 

My first encounter with Bobe Rob
ert was during my first week at Mbem. 
While preparing to slip over to Ge
bauer's house for supper, I heard and 
fel t the blast of a gun. Were my mis
sionary days over so soon? Oh, no! 
This was the "proper" way to welcome 
a new missionary. T hroughout the 
years when I was privileged to meet 
with Robert many times, his great faith 
and deep joy have blessed me often. 
Never did he dwell on the troubles 
persecutions or hardships he lived· 
through, but great was . h is praise to 
God for his fa ithfulness. 

One of the first news which reached 
me upon returning to Cameroon in 
February 1974 was the report of Rob
ert Jam's final promot ion on Jan. 31, 
1974. How thankful I was that "K itty" 
(Margaret Kittlitz) and I had spent a 
day with him at Mughef in January 
1973, before we returned to America. 
He has left the following message for 
all the missionaries, which he dictated 
to his son. Samuel Semi Jam. on 
J an. 1, 1974 : (co11 ti11ued 011 page 31) 

• 

b~ B.C.Schreiber 
Halley's Bible Handbook, 50th Anni
versary Edition, by H enry H . Halley. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Zondervan, $5.95 

No other Bible handbook has so 
much information packed into 860 
pages. This h as always been a favorite 
of ministers and laymen, especially the 
latter. It is a book centered around 
facts about the Bible rather than com
mentary and interpretation. Every edi
tion is up-dated and new in formation 
is added. This one is no exception. Its 
attractive hard cover is evidence of 
the book's durability. 

C lergyman's Psychological H andbook 
by Clinton W. Mclemore, G rand 
R apids, Mich. Eerd.mans. $2.95 

Because many Christians need per
sonal support and direction the min
ister will need to know how to cope 
with individual members as well as 
with a congregation. T here is a need 
for group encouragement but also, of
ten more important, individual en
couragement. The clinical information 
in this volume will add to the minis
ter's understanding of emotional dis
turbances · which are prevalent among 
members in every church. 

The Christian Counselor's Manual by 
Jay E. Adams, Grand R apids, Mich. 
Baker Book H ouse. $7.95. 
The Christian Counselor's Casebook by 
Jay E. Adams, G rand R apids, Mich. 
Baker Book H ouse. $3.50. 

Both of these volumes compliment 
each other. The Manual is of course 
concerned about principles and tech
niques. Although D r. Adams makes 
no claim of being exhaustive in his 
presentation, it may seem that way 
when the reader makes a serious at
tempt to study its contents. The author 
writes from practical and teaching ex
periences. 

The Casebook is actually a work 
book with true to life examples. Solu
tions, methods and procedures are ap
proached from a biblical point of view. 
Ministers and teachers who find their 
counseling responsibilities becoming 
more burdensome will find these vol
umes very helpful to themselves as well 
as to the counselees. O 
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COME WITH US 
TO 

THE LAND OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN 

JOIN THE 

N.A.B. BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS TOUR 

June 29-July 21, 1975 

SEE 
England-Norway-Sweden-Denmark 

Germany-Switzerland 

ATTEND 
13th BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE CONGRESS 

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN 

FELLOWSHIP with Baptists from all over the world 

Optional Route after Congress- July 13-21: 

Copenhagen - Helsink i - Leningrad - Moscow - Kiev 

Price from New York - $1,627.85 

Price from New York for optional route - $1,925.05 

Sponsored by 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST GENERAL CONFERENCE 

For information: Conta ct your pastor or write for brochure 

Rev. John Binder, 7308 Madison Street, Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

~(s 
~0olunteers eport 

by T ina A 11geles 

Wha t exci ting things God is doing .th 
. h h h WI -m t e c urc es ! Arriving in Ed 

f mon-
ton, we o und ourselves in the .d m1 st 
of two great . coffee-houses at the Mc-
Kern an Baptist Church wi th ap · • prox1-

T
mhatel y_ ~OO_ people a ttending each night. 

e v1s1ta t1 on program received a b. 
b . h II ' ig oost wit a the college kids who 
came out from the North A me · . n can 
Baptis t College . Between 25-35 w 

II" . h ent 
ca mg hw1_t

1 
us each night. Again, it 

was a t n ' · to see so many get excited 
about sha ring the ir fa ith in J 
Christ. es us 

Moving on to Saska toon we w • ere 
overwhel_med wi th the openness of the 
comm uni ty. We went call ing with the 
peop.le from the Hudson Bay Park 
Baptist C hurch, a nd had the priv ilege 
of seeing e leven people accept C hrist · 
we fou nd more tha n 140 p rospec ts fo ~ 
church a ttendance as a result of th 
survey-call ing. e 
. As T write this a rt icle we are fi nish
ing the crusade in Southey, Saskatche
wan. We have been calling in the 
mornings a nd a ft ernoons with the 
church people , and so far 18 persons 
have accepted Jesus as their Savior. 
Tue~day evening we were able to g ive 
seminars o n prospect-call ing and ac tual 
fo llow-up. The rest of the week people 
from the community came to the 
c hurch to see evangelistic films, and we 
wer_e able to share with many people 
during th~ . fellowship hour each night. 
How excitin g to see th is small ru ral 
community open their hearts io the 
message of Jesus Chris t! 0 

THANK YOU 

On beha lf of my daughte r Kristi, my 
mother-in-l aw and myself, I would like 
to express s incere a ppreciation for the 
ma ny ca rds, te lephone calls and above 
a ll the prayers fro m so many of our 
North American Ba ptist fellow-believ
ers in connection with the passing away 
of my husband, Ra lph Kletke. They 
have been an upholding source of com
fort. 

Ra lph served his Lord and our de
nomina tion fa ithfully and lovingly for 
ma ny years. His love and concern for 
the work of North American Baptists 
never wavered . M rs. Jeanne K letke, 
Oklaho ma City, Oklahoma. 
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l-litch Your Waqon to a l-lorse 
by Walter B. Sh urden 

At thirty-five, I've grown old I guess. 
And I ha te tha t, because like most 
Americans I want to stay youthy. But 
I know I'm getting old. I know it be
cause I've become impatient with the 
roll icking, wi ld-eyed idea lism of so 
many of you who read these pages. 
You dream cock-eyed dreams, seek to 
move heaven and earth to make them 
come true, inspire "draggers" like me 
with your temerity, and then you be
come hopelessly disill us ioned when 
your bubbles burst. 

rt is this last thing-the hopeless 
dis illusionment hatched by blind idea l
ism- which bugs me most about the 
way you st retch for the stars. I wince 
a bi t eve ry time I see a young dreamer. 
I fear he will be transformed into a 
sour cynic whe n his d reams a re only 
one- tenth ful fi lled. 

I've seen too ma ny of you fa ll from 
the fa ith when the church acted mulish 
and moved slowly. I've seen too many 
o f you question any and all patriotism 
a fter "our country ' tis of thee" fa iled 
to live up to her own c redo of "liberty 
a nd just ice fo r all." I've seen too many 
of you become bi tte r about academia 
because the dean d idn 't take a ll your 
suggestions. (And the ones he did 
take. he referred to a committee domi
nated by c rusty fac ul ty me mbers who 

From T he St udent, January 1973. 
© Copy right 1972 The S 1111day School 
Board of the S o uthern Baptist Co11-
ve11tio11 . A II righ ts reserl'ed . Used by 
per111 issio11 . 

W alter B. Sh11rde11 . writer . scholar, lay 
philo.wph er, teaches i11 the depart111e11t 
of religion at Carso 11 -N e w1111111 College. 
Jeffer.1·0 11 C ity . T e1111essee. 
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gently smiled your ideas to death.) 
I've seen too many of you who blow 
pious bulges about how G od was going 
to "work it all out" and how Jesus was 
going to "get it all together"-I've seen 
fa r too many of you opt for the 
" world" when G od and Jesus had t rou
ble making all the pieces of your hopes 
fi t togethe r. 

So idealism has its problems. But 
this is no esta blishmentarian's plea to 
stop your dreaming. Dreams do no t 
have to be fant asies. They can be 
made to work. 

D reams help bring about change. 
T hey help churches to be Chr isti an . 
They help Chr istians to be humans who 
develop their potential. What the 
church is, what your country is, wha t 
your family is, wha t you are- all of 
these can become more. if challe nged 
by a good dream that is workable . 

Tn a sermon Ernest T. Campbell re
minded me of those television q uiz 
shows of several years back. T hey 
were at the top of the rati ngs until. as 
Campbell said. " It was discovered they 
had more rigging than the Mayflower ." 
One of the most popular shows came 
on late on Sunday evenin g. T wo con
testants were placed in separate iso la
tion booths. T he master of ceremonies 
would ask one of the contestants a 
question. and the j ittery response 
would be given. Then turn ing to the 
second player. the master of ceremo
nies would ask, "Did you hea r the 
answer?" With big money r iding o n 
the line. the perspi ri ng a nswer would 
co me. " I did." Then came the fi na l 
question, "'Do you accep t it or do you 
c hallenge it?" 

That is the question a good dream 
asks of us. It makes us challenge 
wrong answers. wrong d irect ions. 

wrong li fe-s tyles. It makes us dissatis
fied with things that should not be. It 
pricks our conscience when we have 
made an easy adjustment. It ma kes 
us move. 

So here is the question : H ow does 
one develop a sense of equilibrium be
tween stretching for the stars and keep
ing one's feet on the ground? To re
phrase it : H ow does one accept limi
tations gracefully, yet push forcefully 
on to do one's very best? Or again: 
H ow does one learn to live creative ly 
where he is rather than fantasiz ing 
a bout where he would like to be? Take 
your personal goals and objectives and 
apply those questions ruthlessly. Mean
while, mull over the fo llowing strips of 
suggestions. 

Come to grips intellect 11ally with the 
hard f act that you don 't get what you 
want simply by w ishing hard. Do you 
reme mber the dialogue between A lice 
a nd the White Queen in Lewis Car
roll 's Through the Look ing Glass? 
Queen: "How old are you?" 
Alice : ' 'I'm seven and a ha lf, exactly." 
Queen : "You needn "t say 'exactly' ; I 

can believe it without that. 
Now I'll give you someth ing 
to believe. I'm just one hun
dred a nd one, five months, and 
a day." 

A lice: "I can 't believe that!" 
Queen : ( in a pi tying tone) : "Can't 

you? T ry again; draw a long 
breath, and shut your eyes." 

Alice : ( laughing): ''There's no use 
trying; one ca11't believe im
possible things." 

Q ueen : " l dare say you haven' t had 
much practice . Whe n I was 
your age l always d id it fo r 
half an hour a day. Why. 
sometimes I've believed as 
many as six impossible things 
before breakfast." 

Let the Queen tell that to the ma
r ines. but as Carlyle M arney said in 
another connection. let 's ho pe she 
doesn' t try to take up a collection! You 
wi ll never ful fi l your li fe by shutting 
your eyes. drawing Jong breaths. and 
believing the unbelievable- no matter 
how many times a day you practice it . 
Isolate your gifts a11d build 011 them . 
You build realistic drea ms and reach 
attainable goals by work ing with what 
you have. And you do have some
th ing! You have something that God 
has given you, someth ing that Iifc"s ex
periences have shaped in you. some
thing tha t has unconsciou ly become 
you. 

( co11t i 11 11ed 0 11 page 31) 
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THOSE BIG 
LI TILE 
BLESSINGS 

b sident of 
Y Mrs. Jeanette Stei11, pre 

the W.M.U., Winnipeg, Mall · 

Wh 1ell about 
enever we are asked to th. k 

bl . m of our essmgs we try ha~d to that we 
some spectacular experience . .

1 
..,.-i..ese spec-

were pnv1 eged to have. 1" d 
tacular blessings are few. w e blo h.ow
ever. have uncountable little t :ssi~gs 
every day which we often t ~ or 
granted and think of as a pi:tf ho oulr 
everyday life, something tJ1 l:l~wa;: ~~ 
ways been there and will ii bl · 
main. Sometimes these little 1.,zesshrngs 

. eii e ow 
are withdrawn and then we r 5 
very important they were to iJ ~ . 

To wake up to a warm 11°t e11 •s a 
bl . d i:i a un-

essrng we hardly considere 
ti l last year when , during tl11~ ~nergy crisis, it appeared as if it woi.l y e ost 

d 0 r , some-
to us an only remain a mern 11 ab t 
thing to tel l our grandchiJdre e as ou · 
Are you counting a warm hOJ11 Eno on~ 
of your blessings this year? bles ~g 
f f 

. . ~ sing 
ood to eed our fami lies is rica 1-

.11 · · A....,e ' a we str enjoy rn North "" sl" · 
though it seems to be slowlY ~ppdrng 
h 

e on er 
t rough our fi ngers and W ing. 
what the coming years wi ll 11's ings · 

S . bles rn · ome experiences are ·ze th . 
disguise and we don't recogi1 1 err 

I 
. or even 

va ue until weeks. mon ths -·• 
years later. When th e s n O"" banks 
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mount higher and highe~ it doesn't 
seem like much of a blessing, and yet 
in the spring when this same snow 
melts it makes the flowers bloom and 

the grass grow. 
Seven!! years ago I received a phone 

call asking me to visit an. ol?er, lady 
who was ill. At the time it d1dn t ap
pear as much of a blessing ~o me. It 
was, however, a great blessing fo r I 
gained a life-long fri end, one who re
membered me in prayer every day un
ti l her death a number of years lat_e'.. 
What tremendous div idends tha t visit 
payed! What a blessing in di~gu ise! 

February is the month we again col
lect our Blessing Boxes. Another op
portunity to share our blessings. 0 

N.A.B. WOMEN ON THE MOVE 
by Mrs. Dore11e Walth, W o111a11's 

World editor 
There was a good deal of decision 
making, discussion, sharing and pl ~n
ning at the National W.M. U. Executive 
Committee meetings held in Forest 
Park on November 1 and 2, 1974. 
Some items of special interest are: 

I . White Cross postage to Cameroon 
was increased ten cents per pound to 
help defray shipping costs. 

2. Four W.M.U. officers and work
ers will serve as our representatives to 
the Baptist World All iance at Stock
holm, Sweden, in July, 1975. They are 
LaVerna Mehlhaff, women's work di
rector; Jeanette Stein, president; Bea
trice Pankra tz, vice president ; and 
Anne Hoffmann, secreta ry-t reasurer. 

3. Scholarship funds to our college 
and seminary were increased to $400 
and $500 respectively. 

4. The W.M.U. representative to the 
Board of Missions meeting in 1975 will 
be Irma Koch, White Cross chairman, 
and the W.M.U. representative to the 
General Council in June, 1975, is 
Jeanette Stein , president. 

The W.M.U. Executive: (I to r) Mrs. Lucy Kokot, 
Mrs. Barbara Sukut, Mrs. Irma Koch, Mrs. Bea 
tr ice Ponkrotz, Mrs. Jeanette Stein, Mrs. Anna 
Hoffmann, Mrs. Do rene Wolth, Mrs. Elfriede Hil
debrandt, Miss loVcrno Mehlhaff. 

New program packet themes were 
chosen and the W.M.U. theme for the 
1976 General Conference in Portland, 
Ore., was selected. A nominating com
mittee was appointed along with other 

appointments for various responsibili
ties. The annual report blanks for lo
cal societies will be updated. Selections 
for special projects were made for the 
coming year. ( Remember that a ll spe
cial p roject monies sent in are applied 
toward our overall triennial goal of 
$300,000. ) 

These are just a few examples of the 
business accomplished in addi tion to 
hearing reports from each executive 
member and spending time with sev
eral of our denominat ional workers in
clud ing our Executive Secretary, D r. 
G. K. Zimmerman. 

Let's ask the other eight members of 
the W.M.U. Executive Committee for 
their reactions to the meetings. 
LaVema M ehlhaff, wom en's work di
rector. 'This was a time of free ex
pression by those present. I sensed a 
feeling of love, unity and concern for 
one another in the work of Jesus 
Christ. I'm grateful for the enthusiasm 
shown as we praised the Lord and ex
pressed joy in Christ.'' 
Jeanette Stein, president. "Our first ex
ecutive meeting with LaVerna Mehl
haff, our women's work d irector, was 
a very pleasant experience. The en
thusiasm and new ideas were a great 
help to us. Be prepared for exciting 
changes in our work!" 
Beatrice Pankratz, vice presid~ilf. 
"Our fell owship together is stimulating 
and sweet. I was impressed by the 
spi ritual depth and concern shown 
which resulted in creat ive thinking and 
reactions. I like mak ing new frien?s 
in our denom inational family via wri~ 
ten articles, program packets an 
through communication with members 
of the executive committee. Fo r me 
this has been two days of study, plan· 
ning, prayer, deeper acquainta~~es. 
sympathetic understanding and fun . 
A 11 11e H o/]111a1111, secretary-treast1rer. 
"E . I a real ·xecut1ve meetings are a ways 
blessi ng to me. The sharing of ideas, 
the stimulus to thinking in new area~ 
and the challenges to the w~rk . ~ 
W.M.U. have been a real insp1ratio f 
Then there is God's special blessing 0 

the beaut iful fe llowship of the members 
on the committee!" 
Irma Koch, White Cross cltair111011

• 

"My senses have been stimulat~d
Sight: reading reports. Sound: sharing 
of love and future activi ties and plan_s. 
Voices of praise and joy to the Lord in 
d · · t meal_evotions. T aste: fellowship a 'd 
tr mes. Touch: feeling the warmth an 
spirit o f wi llingness to serve where God 
wants each of us. Smell : 'And walk 
in love, as Christ also hath loved us, 
and hath given himself for us an offer-
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ing and a sacrifice to God for a sweet
smell ing savour' Eph. 5:2." 
Barbara Sukw, editor, English packet. 
"The Holy Spiri t led so wonderfully 
that even the most difficult business 
was a joy to work out. The· tremen
dous love for Ch rist, our missionaries 
and others by the officers thrilled my 
soul." 
Elfriede Hildebrandt, editor, German 
packet. "John l: I 6 (Living Bible), 
'We have all benefited from the rich 
blessings he brought to us- blessing 
upon blessing heaped upon us!' I praise 
God for his guidance in business mat
ters and I'm very thankful for the fine 
fe llowship we enjoyed." 
Lucy K okot, editor, "Die Seite der 
Frau." "Jesus says in Mark 14:8 of a 
woman, 'She has done what she could. 
. . .' When the executive commit tee 
meets, it is more than a mere business 
meeting! It is a time of wonderful fel
lowship and a time of thorough evalua
tion. Have I done all I could this past 
year? Have you done all that you 
could have done?" O 

SURPRISES IN H A WAii 
by Mrs. Polly R ust, Martin, N .D. 

Pally Rusi a nd the Angel Tru mpe t tree an the 
island of Maui Hawaii. 

What can make life more interesting? 
Travel! Seven hours after leaving 
North Dakota's below zero winter 
weather, we were greeted by the 
warmth and friendliness of the Hawai
ians and a balmy 80 degree tempera
ture. 

On Sunday we worshiped at Kam
aiaho, the oldest Christian church on 
the Islands. The ushers were most 
gracious. The tones from the huge pipe 
organ were a spiritual welcome. We 
joined in singing the "Gloria Patri" and 
"Doxology," then were asked to medi
tate and pray while a short message 
was given in the Hawaiian language. 

February 1975 

We felt the presence of God's Spirit as 
the choir sang "The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic." All guests were invited 
to the fellowship dinner as the congre
gation celebrated the 154th anniversary 
of the church. We toured the educa
t ional unit and the grounds where the 
first missionaries were laid to rest. 

Later that day we visited the temple 
of Buddha-quite a contrast from the 
Christian service at Kamaiaho in the 
morning. 

While at the largest shopping center 
on the island of Oahu, we found the 
young people from the Honolulu Bible 
Church distributing tracts and Christian 
literature, witnessing and sharing Christ. 
They stated that Satan is busy in Ha
waii but they were busy, too, for the 
Lord. 

Tuesday we took a shuttle boat to 
Pearl Harbor and the Arizona Memorial. 
While standing there in silence with 
mixed emotions, I asked God, "Why was 
my brother, Oliver, spared, on shore 
leave, at the time of the bombing of 
the Arizona?" Over l, 100 others gave 
their lives there for their country. 

On our way to the Polynesian Cul
tural Center, we passed papaya trees 
and banana plantations. T he bus driver 
treated us to bananas and then told us 
the legend of the banana tree. The fe
male banana tree is like a faithful God
fearing mother. While her "children" 
grow, she covers and protects them 
under her leaves. After they are 
plucked, her leaves turn upward to 
thank God for his constant care for her. 

We arrived at the Polynesian Center 
in time to toµr the grounds. Here Poly
nesians from the far reaches of the 
South Pacific, Samoa, Tahiti, Tonga and 
Maries of New Zealand have trans
planted the culture, charm and tradi
tions of their homelands into authentic 
village complexes. Their houses were 
interesting with the dark koko fern 
thatched roofs and beautiful interior 
bamboo walls all in their own architec
ture. The beautiful woven mats gave 
each house a definite charm. Bed con
sisted of five or six layers of mats. 
The fireplace was a large hole in the 
floor in the center of the room where 
all food was prepared. No electric 
ranges and no dishwashers were seen. 
but we admired the cleanliness in the 
surrounding areas. We ate some of 
their delicious food-another surprise. 
The fish was octopus! 

The women were dressed in their 
beautiful attire. Nudity. smoking and 
the drinking of alcohol at the Center 
and on the grounds were all forbidden. 
The older people, skilled in the arts 

and crafts of their people were teaching 
others how to make the beautiful tapa 
cloth used for dresses and mats. Some 
were weaving hats and baskets while 
others twisted sennet-a strong cord 
made from the fiber of cocoanut husks. 
Still others were making bowls from 
cocoanut shells. The Mormons had mis
sionary v1s1on. They built schools and 
a large temple there where they taught 
their religion. 

The beaches are clean on the island 
of Maui. Visitors are always surprised 
by the spectacular crater, the lush 
greenery and the serenity of the whal
ing village of Lahaina. The most beau
tiful angel trumpet trees grow here. 
Only God can make a trumpet tree! 

Back at the hotel I had the oppor
tunity to share Christ with the maid 

(continued 011 page 29) 

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP 

by LaVema Mehlhaff. woman 's 
ll'Ork director 

Jet travel has made it possible for an 
individual to travel to almost any part 
of the world in a very short time. 
Many people travel today as a part of 
the ir business, to receive their educa
tion in another country or just for their 
own enjoyment. Travel has given us the 
privilege of fellowship with people 
throughout the world. 

On March 3 we, the women. can ex
perience fe llowship with women on 
every continent, of every race and na
tionality as we meet together for the 
World Day of Prayer. We can experience 
the "oneness in the spirit" because of 
our love for Jesus Christ which unites 
our hearts in love even though we live 
in various areas of the world. Women, 
you will not want to miss this impor
tant time of fellowship around the 
world. D 

PA TC H W ORK QU I LTS 
WANTED made prior to 1940. 
Spark, 4858 E. 10th St., Tucson, 
Ariz. 85711. 
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SUN, MOON AND STARS 
The Story of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon 

by the Editor 

The "Moon" has been rising for a number 
of years (since 1936, to be exact). But "it" 
seems to be rising better and brighter 
(and more profi table) in America. 

That is why in 1972 the Rev. Sun 
Myung Moon has permanently moved 
from Korea to the United States to head 
the worldwide ministries of his Holy Spirit 
Association for the Unification of World 
Christianity. Not that he were in im
mediate financial need. Far from it; back 
in South Korea he reigns over a complex 
economic empire, composed of such 
businesses, as tea plantations, air rifles. 

pharmaceuticals. titanium and other com
panies. It is estimated that his business 
enterprises are worth well over $10 
million. At least two people are convinced 
that all profits go into the Unification 
Church: the movement's 25-year-old 
financial adviser. William Torrey and 
Rev. Moon himself. ' 

And the Rev. Sun Myung Moon truly 
needs enormous.funds to cover the costly 
advertisements 1n newspapers, on bill
boards and leaflets alone. Torrey esti
mates that the Unification Church is 
currently operating on about a $3 million 
annual budget. not including the cost of 
support1~~ the 2,000 "international mis
sionaries who either travel with R 
Moon or prepare for his coming and w~v. 
must be housed, fed and cloth~d. 0 

A Nig.ht at McCormick Place 
In Chicago 

It was November 12 · . 
m1nated billboards · Gigantic illu-
pages and handbllis ~?is~rs. ~ewspaper 
polnan area of Chica f ver t e metro
had proclaimed· "N go or many weeks 
Be Your Re-birthda~~~rwer 12th Could 
12 happens to b . e I, November 

e my birthday It is 
16 

therefore li ttle wonder that the flaring 
slogans about a possible " re-birthday" on 
the same day caught my attention. So 
overwhelming was the bombardment 
with advertising litera ture in Chicago and 
all over the nation tha t John D. Marks, 
writing for The Washington Monthly, 
feared that " the Moon advertising suc
cess in littering the urban landscape may 
herald a new form of religious pollution." 

On that morning I was invited again, 
this time as I was making my way off the 
expressway in Forest Park to get to my 
office. A young, friendly smiling Korean 

girl (a "Moonie" as outsiders irreverently 
refer to Moon's international mission
aries) handed me a flyer and said, "Come 
please, come!" I am sure that these tw~ 
words were the full extend of her English 
vocabulary. 

That evening I was part of the capacity 
~owd of 4.300 at McCormick Place's Arie 

rown Thearer, hearing the Rev. Sun 
~yung Moon proclaim: "I came here to 
s oBwf you a. new revelation from God " 

e ore his pre · 
statement the cro!~m~tudoubs opening 
tamed b . a een enter-
of The ~~~:ae~a~~f~Y ~~pressive numbers 
Hope Singers lnternat~~~I and The New 

Then Mr. Nell Alb . 
president of the U S U er). Salonen, the 
had introduced the. 54n1 icat1on Church, 
prophet and w -year-old Korean 
when he read a as applauded vigorously 
Richard Daley ~rofla_mat1on from Mayor 
as "Rev. Sun M ~c anng November 12th 
of Hope and U Yf ng_Moon Day and Day 

Th n1 1cat1on " 
f e stage was set f . 

~ the prophet M or the appearance 

s~~~~\o~!n i~~~~r~~r ~s s~~~ksfor~~~ 
am here to ready th o H. Pak . 

e world for the 

coming of the Lord," continued the short 
but husky evangelist with his not s_o 
humble claims . A few minutes into his 
speech. and Moon was in full swing. or as 
he would call it " in the full stream of 
prophecy." To put across his message, 
Rev. Moon stabbed and chopped at th_e 
air with pudgy hands and used his 
complete command of Oriental drama to 
growl, shout. whisper. bark and oc-
casionally spit out his words . . 

As on the previous night during a 
dinner given to Chicago's civic an_d 
religious leaders, Rev. Moon repeated his 
statement: "I have been in heaven and I 
have been given the power to see and 
understand the plan of God." He also 
made the claim that much o f his message 
is inspired by his meeting with Jesus on a 
Korean mountainside in 1936. . 

Ever so of ten his speech was 1~t~r
rupted by applause, faithfully "adminis
tered" by his followers who have been 
placed strategically all over the theat~0 
One hour passed . then another m 
minutes. As the monologue swung frock 
Rev. Moon to interpretor Pak and bads 
again, an alternating current of wortic 
was created with occasionally hypno 
effects. d.d not 

Many in the audience, however, 
1 

use 
seem to be "hypnotized" at all, beC~ as 
more and more were leaving. As har 

0 
le 

the "Moonies" tried to preven t J:d pto 
from leaving, the crowd dw1n 
2,500 or less. . reted 
Finally, after 113 minutes o.f intir~ The 

speech. Moon had "said it a · ·sed a 
mammoth advertisemen t had promi ched 
re-birth . But Moon had not .even to~rks in 
on the subject. The welcoming r~~ .. 1 be9 
the printed program announce · . that 
you to understand before I begi~sonal 
what I say in no way reflects_rnY peto the 
feeling . I am only bearing witn~ss Havin9 
truth." No personal feeling. e hiS 

h·s phras • 
already been puzzled overt 1 tunned· 
two-hour speech left me almost s 

Moon 's Divine Principle The0~~g~~n-
The month of December . 19 DaY of 

eluded Rev. Moon's eight~citY Madison 
Hope Tour. He had roared into septern· 
Square Garden in New York inthe neW 
ber, heralded variously as and as 
messiah, as the next rnessi~ people 
being next to Messiah. 25. 
attended his meeting. Philadelphia'~ 

His next stop was d rnY 0 

"Grand Old Lady, " the Ac~c=go in a 
Music. And so he also took C Mccormick 
big stride. To get into the ssess a free 
Place one was supposed to po t several 
ticket. But they were easy to ~oifice ~ 
of my collegues at Forest Par me 4Q,uvv 
received tickets 1n the mai l. S~y Moon's 
were reportedly given awaY f ct that~~e 
advance force . in spite o f the ~han s.uvv· 
Arie Crown Theater holds les~ in Chica9° 
Yet, even the capacity crow 2 
was a surprise overnber 

1 

Moon's Day of Hope on Noon rallY ~ 
contras ted sharply with a ~00 person r 
year ago, when only about the nurnb~e 
showed up - 100 more than for t 
claimed as the rnernbersh:ent . 
Chicago branch o f the move 

l 

' 

1 
j 

What is the reason for this apparent 
growing interest? Is it Moon's theology? 
In order to be able to answer this question 
one would have to understand his 
theology. Yet, I wonder if Moon himself is 
able to get order into his teachings. 

For some years now Moon has been 
going around suggesting that he had 
once met Jesus in Korea, and that he 
learned there information which had been 
missing to the world 's Christians for 2,000 
years. So what has he to offer? After a 
few minutes of listening to this self-made 
prophet it becomes apparent that his 
message contains the Old and New 
Testament story with interpretations that 
may be regarded at best as irregular, and 
at worst, heretical. But nothing really 
new. 

But then a new phase entered his 
presentat ion. The pi tch then was the 
Second Corning of Christ. One of the 
handbi lls which had been given to me 
showed his portrai t wi th the heading 
"The Dawn of the Messianic Age" and 
the caption "God's Prophet." Another 
leaflet introduced his topic as "The New 
(sic.) Future of Christianity." 

It is quite clear, Moon does not like 
John the Baptist : Because of John's 
inability to recognize Jesus as t~e 
Messiah, Jesus was killed. Not only did 
John fail to carry out his own mission, but 
because of him Jesus also failed. 

" If John had kept the faith, Jesus 
would have become king, and John his 
prime minister." - "Because John failed, 
he had to die. Jesus had to settle for the 
lowest class on earth and finally died a 
premature death." Blame rests on the 
head of John the Baptist, Moon insisted . 
a head that eventually rolled "because he 
became involved in the personal love 
scandal of King Herod - an affair that was 
none of his business." 

All these and other "new" thoughts are 
contained in Moon's "Divine Principle," 
the text book for the members of the 
Unification Church. 

According to Moon, the first Adam was 
to . have married Eve, bearing perfect 
children to build the kingdom. Then 
together with God, the couple would 
have formed "the trinity, " had Eve not 
been seduced by Lucifer, destroying the 
original plan and creating an "unholy 
trinity" with Satan. 
. The "second Adam," Jesus, also failed 
1n his mission on earth . Because of John 
the Baptist's blunder Jesus was killed 
before he could marry and produce holy 
offspring . However, following his spiritual 
resurrection, God gave him the Holy 
Spiri t (who is considered to be a female 
spirit) for a w ife, establishing a purely 
spiritual trini ty that is only a partial 
fulf illment of God's original plan. 

Moon holds that the " third Adam" is 
needed to succeed where the first and 
second Adams failed. He neither affirms 
nor denies that he indeed might be that 
third Adam, who supposedly was born in 
Korea ("the new Israel"} between 1917 
and 1930 (Moon was born in 1920). was 
married in the 1960's in the marriage of 
the Lamb as prophesied in Revelation 19 
(Moon married his second wife Hak Ja 
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Han in 1960 after his first wife had left him 
in 1954), and will make his visible domicile 
in America (whereto Moon moved in 
1972). "Today Judaism is awaiting a 
messiah. The Christian Church is awaiting 
the return of the Messiah. The Unification 
Church is proclaiming the Messiah," Rev. 
Moon said, leaving the identifying to his 
audience. 

After the rally I made it a point of 
talking to about 10 or 12 young Moon 
followers, the Sun M. Moon's "stars." 
While the Moon is w illing to shed only 
very little clear light about his own 
person, the "stars" give even less 
"enlightening" information. I tried to get 
the Moonies to tell me whether they 
thought Rev. Moon to be the new 
messiah. The stereotype answer was in all 
cases : "I consider that a personal matter 
and cannot tell you anything about it." 
Secret ive missionaries or misguided 
youth? Some invited me to register for 
their training seminars where for a 
workshop fee of $7.00 I would receive 
"more knowledge concerning the true 
messiah." 

Don't Turn Unto Fables 
The Apostle Paul gave Timothy, his 

co-worker, a sound warning how to 
discern true from fa lse prophets: "For the 
time will come when they w ill not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they keep to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; and they shal l turn 
away their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto fables" (2 Tim . 4:3-4). 

Evangelical Christians know that Christ 
is coming again. They Jive and work in 
anticipation of that day. Christ will be the 
true sun and the bright morning star. 

Yet even many religious people in our 
day, and especially youth, have devel
oped a lust for mystic, eerie and strange 
fables and doctrines. Sun Myung Moon 
knows how to cater to this new trend. 
The Moon is on the rise, and increasingly 
more " stars" are following his path. The 
movement's 2,000 "core" members are in 
their early to mid-twenties . They are 
warm and friendly smiling young people 
who believe in a unifying brotherhood . 
Moon's international missionaries, bright 
young men and women, clean and w ith 
shining eyes, proud of their master's 
cause, are putting up posters, selling 
peanuts, candy, flowers and candles, 
singing in the New Hope choir, applaud
ing the often repeated short and lengthy 
speeches. How much do they really know 
about Moon? Do they realize that the 
Yearbook of the National Council of 
Churches of Korea for 1972 states that the 
Korean Christian community does not 
identify Moon as Christian? Do they care 
that Moon had been excommunicated by 
the Presbyterian Church of Korea and 
that he had been arrested in Korea several 
times on charges of sexual misconduct , 
including bigamy? Are they convinced of 
the necessity of soliciting a few pennies 
through the sale of candy and flowers, 
while their prophet lives on a 22-acre 
Tarrytown (N . Y. l tax-exempt estate , 
reported to have cost $850,000? That 
Moon's rel igion comes complete with its 

November 12th I 
Could Be Your 

1 Re-birthd~ 
Rev. Sun Myung Moon I 

~t 
Tiwh~ ... ~~ 

......,~. · ~.~ nw~ 

- "The New Future:;-Cuistianity" ""j 
Arie Crown Theatre 7:00 p., 

at McCormick Place on-the-lake 
For fte tid<ds iDd lnlarmolioa,all (312) 27-l-U4.I 

own brand of right-wing politics seems to 
bother only outsiders. 

What then is " divine" in Moon's 
"Principle"? In spite of my contact with 
Moon's missionaries, in spite of inter
views and a comprehensive study of 
various Moonie literature, all I have 
discovered is a dangerous arid ungodly 
mixture of truth, half-truth and untruth of 
Moon's self-made religion. 

Young Oon Kim, Moon's faithful 
philosopher and "thinkman," has w ritten 
a commentary, entitled, "Divine Principle 
and its Application" which illustrates my 
point better than any words from other 
outsiders . Young describes a group 
formed by Moon in Korea like this: " Jn 
this group many have spiritual gifts such 
as clairvoyance, clairaudiance, or percep
tion of spiritua l fire, electricity, or odor. 
Some hear exquisit heavenly music in 
trance, and some do automatic writing in 
languages they have never learned. 
Among this group, several communicate 
w ith the highest realms of the spirit world, 
and some converse with Jesus and God 
under any conditions. ... The Blessed 
Mother Mary, Gautama Buddha and 
Contucius are among those in the spirit 
world who are directing certain of their 
followers to this group." 
. What cl~irns to_ be a Christian organiza

tion to unify Christianity in America and 
the world turns out to be an ill-assorted 
mixture of Christianity. Islam, Confucian
ism, Taoism, Buddhism and Spiritism. 

Moon's sudden success may be a 
surprise, but then, it is really not 
surprising at all; because already about 
2,000 years ago Jesus Christ warned his 
believers: "Many false prophets will arise 
and lead many astray . .. . Then if any one 
says to you, 'Lo, here is Christ !' or 'There 
he is!' do not believe it . For false Christs 
and false prophets will arise and show 
great signs and wonders, so as to lead 
astray , if possible, even the elect . Lo, 1 
have to ld you beforehand " (Matt . 24: 11 
23-25) . u ' 
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PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

JOINT OWNERSHIP- IS IT GOOD 
OR BAD? 

by Everett A . Barker 

Most people give little thought as to 
how they hold tit le to real estate, stocks, 
bonds, bank accoun ts, etc. Yet, the 
type of ownership governs the size of 
your probate estate, federal estate and 
state inheritance tax liabil ity as well as 
intentions for estate disposition. First, 
let us define three of the more prevalent 
forms of ownership : 

I . Single-Real estate stocks, bonds, 
bank accounts, etc., in the name of 
one individual. 

2. Tenancy in Common- Ownership 
by two or more individuals with a 
divided interest (50-50; 2S - 25 - 25 
- 25 - etc.) with each share passing 
separately. 

3. Joint tenancy with right of surv ivor
ship is the technical term for joi nt 
o'7'nership by two or more people 
with_ an undivided interest where the 
surv1vor(s) takes a ll. 

. Joint. te.nancy with the right of sur
v1vorsh1p 1s the way most married peo
ple own homes, stocks, bonds and bank 
accounts ~h ich simply means that who
ever surv1v~s ?wns all the property or 
funds. It 1s important to understand 
that J/T is not subject to a wi ll and 
passes to the s~rvivor without probate. 
You can conceivably have joint prop
erty worth $1,000,000 and completely 
by-pa~s your wi ll. Joint ownership has 
sometimes been called "a poor ma , 

"II'' b . n s 
w1 ecause 1t saves probate expense. 
!here c~~ be a temporary delay in us
ing a JOmt account when the bank 
learns of the death of a tenant and puts 
a hold on the account. An attorney 
can usually solve that problem in a 
few days and get the funds released. 

It wo~ld seem at this point that joint 
ownership has only advantages, but 
t~ere are a few misconceptions and 
d1sadvan~ages. which should be consid
ered. First, JOmt ownership does not 

The ~ev. ~verett A. Barker is estate 
pla11n111g .director of the North Ameri
can Baptist Con/ erence. 
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save estate taxes because the property 
is fully includable unless the survivor 
can prove all or some personal con
tribution toward the purchase. Second, 
when the adjusted gross estate (value 
of possessions less debts a nd expenses) 
of a married couple exceeds $ 120,-
000, the esta te moves into a taxable 
status. At the death of the second 
spouse the estate is taxed again without 
the benefit of the marital deduction a l
though some declining ta x credits are 
available for ten years. 

Example 
First Spouse 

$150,000 Adjusted Gross Estate 
Less 75,000 Marita l D eduction 

75,000 

Less 60,000 Esta te Exemption 
15,000 Taxable Estate 
$ 1,050 Federal Estate T ax 

Second Spouse 

$150,000 Adjusted Gross Estate 

Less 60,000 Estate E xemption 
90,000 Taxable Estate 

$17,500 F ederal Estate T ax 

When the adjusted gross estate ex
ceeds $ 150,000-$200,000, many estate 
planners advise gifting, a marital trust 
or . separation of property ownership. 
Thi~ should be done with legal and tax 
~dv~c.e because of poten tial gift tax 
hab1 ltt~. However, charitable gifts are 
deductible and do not incur gift tax or 
estate tax. By using trusts, probate ex
penses and tax liabi lit ies are red uced 
and in some cases eliminated . 

Another potentia l danger in joint 
ownership arises with accounts o f con
venience. For example, a widowed 
mother has a wi ll leaving 50 percent to 
her daughter and 50 percent to he r son. 
B.ecause of advanced age and conve
nience, she opens joint tenancy ac
cou~ts with her daughter. Here is one 
possible result: 

$80,000 Net Estate 
40,000 l ! T with dau'ghter 
40,000 Probate Estate 
20,000 To son by will 
60,000 To daughter by will and 

J / T 

The mother inadvertent ly cu t her 
son ou.t ~f half of his share and after 
death it is d ifficult to prove intention 
Attorneys inform me that it would b~ 
better to create a power of attorne 
over the account or to draft a leg:i 
~tatement to the effect that the J/T 
is onl y an account o f convenience. 

.w~ can conclude that joint owner
ship is an excellent form of ownership 

for ma ny people. For others it can cre
ate problems when it is not coordinated 
with a will and the owners d isposition 
intentions. Real estate in joint owner
ship can limit your cont rol over your 
own property by requi r ing the signa
ture of the joint owner. For those with 
la rge estates, tax problems can be com
pounded by jo int ownership. If you in
tend to give a po rtion o f your estate 
to the Lord , you must care full y plan 
especially when most o r all of your 
property is jo intly owned . 

This article leads to the conclusion 
tha t a Chris ti an s teward needs to re
v iew, give thought and prayer to his re
sponsibility a nd opportun ity of passing 
on the te mporal ownership o f property 
entrusted to h im by God . 
Note: This article provides illform ation 
of a general 11ature 011ly alld it is not 
the in tellfion of the author to give legal 
or tax ad vice. For advice a11d assis
tance ill specific cases, the services of 
all attorney or o ther professional per
ons should be o btain ed. D 

N.A.B. 
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GROWING A SUNDAY 
SCHOOL by John Arthur Bmbaker 

The summer months are the time to do 
strategic planning for your Sunday 
school. Start in June to plan for Sep
tember. Here are some ideas to stimu
late your thinking and to help you 
plan for Sunday school gr?wth. . 

Within the past decade it was being 
p redicted that we are approaching the 
end of the Sunday school era. Im
press ive reasons were cited to substan-
tiate th is view. . 

But it hasn't happened. In spite of 
the predictio ns, Sunday school has con
tinued to be an important part of con
gregational life in most churches. 

C urrent trends indicate a renewed 
inte rest in Sunday school and the po~
s ibi lity of a new surge in growth. It is 
a well-known fac t that many Sunday 
schools are growing a nd thus are dem
onstra ting that it can be done. 

Virgi l Gerber in his book, A Manual 
for Evallgelism / Church Growth , refers 
t? Acts 2:4 1-47 as depicting a co~
tt nuous growth cycle for the churc · 

( 4 1 ) They received the word; they 
were bap tized ; they were added to the 
Church. 

( 42) T hey were instructed by the 
Church. 

( 42-46 ) T hey co ntinued in fell ow
ship with the Church. 

(47) T hey reached out in to the com-

R eprinted from C hallenge, Board ?I 
Christian Education, Brethren in Clmst 
C!///rclt. Used by permission . 
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munity. They grew in numbers da ily. 
T his model of a growth cycle is cer

tain ly applicable to growing a Sunday 
school. It reminds us that two basic 
purposes o f the Sunday school are: to 
TEACH persons a Christian way of 
li fe ; to R EAC H persons for Christ. 

"Growth is normal in an 'alive' Sun
day school" states Ke nneth Rice in his 
book, How S 1111day Schools Grow. H e 
suggests five growth laws: 

1. T rain more workers. 
2. Start more classes. 
3. Provide more room. 
4. Find more people. 
5. D o more calling. 
T his order is significant. It suggests 

that planning precedes c alling. . 
A t times Sunday school growth might 

appear to be spontaneous but that is 
rarely the case. Sunda y school gro':th 
occurs when there is careful p lanning 
and d iligent effort. 

But how do Sunday schools grow? 
T here are numerous a nswers to th is 

question. And they would va ry with 
persons and circumstances. H owever, 
certa in guiding principles do emerge for 
those who a re strategizing for growth. 

t . A Sunday school grows by meet
ing the needs of the persons in its com
muni ty. Ale rt Sunday school leader
ship needs to develop an awareness of 
these needs and keep them in mind as 
they plan. . 

2. A Sund ay school grows by provid
ing a program wh ich attracts interest . 

There will need to be the kinds of 
learn ing situations which appea l to peo
ple; which stimula te and mainta in in
te rest. 

3 . A Sunday school grows by dem
onstrating an awareness of its commu
nity and by communicating in many 
diffe rent ways that it is a Sunday school 
for the community. Persons will come 
to a school if they feel welcome and 
wanted. 

4. A Sunday school grows by set
ting goals and by ca reful planning. It 
needs to have a clear understanding of 
what it intends to accomplish a nd how 
it will be done. 

5. A Sunday school grows by exud
ing a friendly atmosphere, a vibrance, 
and an enthusiasm. This is rather in
tangible but is felt quite keenly by a 
newcomer. 

6. A Sunday school grows by being 
aware o f persons; teachers giving in
dividual a ttention to pupils and super
intendents giving personal attention to 
teachers. 

7. A Sunday school grows by main
taining an active program of visitation. 
Sounds familiar doesn't it? Perhaps we 
tend to resist the idea. True, it is hard 
work and involves cons istent self-d is
cipline but it is effective. 

8. A Sunday school grows by equip
ping its staff through a continuing pro
gram of leadership tra ining. Abilit ies 
become effective skills through training. 
As teachers exper ience growth they be
come more excited about their task. 

9. A Sunday school grows by devel
oping a wholesome self image. It needs 
a vision for growth. It needs to see it
se lf as being bigger than it now is and 
plan accord ingly. 

T he li st could go on . Select those 
guidelines from this list which are most 
pertinent to your school right now and 
concentrate on them. 

Certainly in praying and planning for 
Sunday school growth, the work of the 
H oly Spirit is absolutely essential. With
out the presence of the Holy Spir it your 
work is in vain. However, wi thout 
your diligent efforts h is ministry is hin
dered. D 

Suggested Reading 

A Manual for Evangelism/ Church 
Growrh by V irgil Gerber. W illiam 
Carey Library, 1973, $ 1.25. 

Your Sunday School Can Grow by 
Lowell E. Brown. Regal Books, 
1974. $2.25. 

How to Grow a Church by Don ald 
McGavran and Win Arn. Regal 
Books. 1973, $2.95. 
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by Ron Susek 

Finding the will of God is not easy. If 
it were easily found, there would not 
be the continuous flood of questions 
regarding it. 

Many times we all wish that God 
wo uld be more clear. Jt would be great 
if a voice would come from a burning 
bush giving full instructio ns. After a ll , 
it worked that way for Moses. Some
times God's will is so difficult to know 
that we feel like screaming in frustra
tion, "What do you want, God?" 

Questions arc continually asked about 
God's will from people of every age and 
walk of li fe. One person who asked 
the question is a researcher in high
level sc ience. Another person is a teen
ager who just starts shaving. On and 
on the questions come from everyone. 

We are going to examine some things 
necessary for knowing God's will. They 
will not pave the whole highway for 
you, but hopefull y they will provide a 
vi tal signpost a t a crossroads. 

THE CONDUCT OF LIFE 
There are some aspects about God's 

wi ll which are so obvious that every 
person in the world cannot help but to 
trip ri ght over them. T his area of God's 
will deals wi th the conduct of life. 

The book of Proverbs gives instruc
tion that is clearly decisive. Nothing is 
left to question. It is like a father 
standing beside a son, giving him daily 
advice fo r conduct. "Do this .. . don't 
do that ... don't forget th is .. . " and 
so on go the directives. God couldn't 
be more ohvious about how he wants 
us to conduct ourselves. 

Consider also the lo ng li st of easy-to
understand conduct found in the fruit 
of the Spirit. We are to conduct our-

The Rev. Ron Susek is the founder and 
president of CON TINENTAL CHRIS
TIAN CRUSADES. INC .. i11 York . P11 . 
li t> is c111 N .A ./J . 1•11tlon 1•tl 1•111111w li11 
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selves with love, joy, peace, longsuffer
ing, etc. (Galatians 5: 22-23) 

It is surely obvious by now that 
God's directives for human conduct 
can easily and readi ly be grasped by 
all. Even non-C hristi ans can under
stand it. 

One night the Tonight Show, star
ring Johnny Carson, began with clever 
and clean humo r. The audience re
sponded with polite-but bored-laughter. 
The guests were soon concerned about 
ge tting the crowd into high gear. They 
sought to do this by gradually de
generating their humo r. The crowd. of 
course, began to giggle and howl. T hat 
response inspired more daringly-sen
suous humor. Suddenly, o ne o f the 
guests stopped and commented on how 
the humor went downward just like the 
flushing o f a commode. 

Yes, even sinners look up from their 
degenerate laughter lo ng enough io ex
press convict ion over impro per conduct. 

G od's will for human conduc t is so 
ohvioL~sly .revea led that you cannot help 
but trip right over it. 

There are aspects o f God's will not as 
easi ly detectable. One of the criteria 
fo r finding the obscure is to be doing 
the obvious. Is your conduc t that of 
G od 's will? 

TH E COU RSE OF LIFE 
It , would be a breeze if fo llowing 

G od s course for our individual lives 
were .as simple as driving an east-west 
t u.rn~1ke. Often. it is in reality a rough. 
winding road with scores of tempting 
turn-offs. 

Jt is not always easy to be su re o f 
God's course. We are re ferrin g here to 
areas of our lives which are no t un
~uestionab l y spelled out in a verse as 
is the conduct of life .. . areas suc h 
as who to mar ry. what courses in col
lege s.hould he fo llnwccl , a ncl Whal oc 
c 11pa1 ion We ill e to choose 

I ltere , ~ f I 1 · · 
• lC ICVC 'I COt1r•c f ' ' ' 01· your 

life which was charted by God before 
the foundations o f the world. King 
D avid wrote repeatedly o f God's lead
ership in his li fe. He wrote in Psalms 
71 : 6, " By thee have I been holden up 
from the womb ... ". 

Psalms 37:5 speaks strongly, "Com
mit thy way un to the Lord ; trust also 
in him; a nd he shall br ing it to pass." 

This leadership of God is prom ised 
to be evident to us, but there is no 
promise tha t it would come easi ly. 

The greatest o f spiritual g iants have 
hon estly revea led how they s truggled 
many times to be sure they weren ' t 
being detoured from their destination. 

The tragedy of li fe comes when a 
person s imply bypasses the opportunity 
to walk in God's wi ll. It is not until 
the end that he discovers the regrets 
of sett ling for less. 

The words of Whittier are a ppro
pria te: 

Of all the sad words of tongue 
or pen, 

The saddest a re these : "i t might 
have been." 

Whi le G od's course for o ur lives is 
not always easy to find it is always the 
most rewa rding a t the finish. 

The fo llowing part wi ll show how to 
d iscover the obscure. 

TH E C ONT INUANCE OF LIFE 
God's wi ll is no t a spast ic thing which 

eludes you and then is found after 
years of wading through a maze of 
co nfusio n. Often, we are the ones who 
make only spasmodic a ttempts at fol
lowing it. 

An ext remely important thing to re
member is that if you wan t God's spe
cial course. the n you must da ily wa lk 111 

God's conduct. It is like h reathing. You 
wi ll o nly be brea thing tomorrow if you 
a re consistently brea thing today. Yo u 

· I I ' v rest from CJ11 11 ol lake one b1ng r 1 ny " · . . . 
I I 111 e·1th1ng is 

li 1·en lhi11~ Ill y1111'll he t l'ilL '. . ( ''d's wi ll . 
. t · SO IS JO a prc~cn t- t cnsc proJCC · · 

You will most likely be doing God's 
will ten yea rs from now if you are con
sistently do ing it today. 

But what about special d irection for 
the unobvio us areas? God will not give 
special d irection for the course of life 
to the man who merely wants to specu
late about it, but to the man who wants 
to do it. The evidence that a person 
wan ts to do God's will is that he is 
consistent ly doing right now what he 
knows to do. To that man, God will 
revea l the future course. 

This principle is illustrated by Paul's 
vision in Acts 16. H e was not off in a 
corner seeking God's will but rather 
was energetically do ing what he knew 
for the present. P aul was preaching 
and teaching the Gospel while travel
ing. A vision came to Paul interrupt
ing his busy schedule. It instructed h im 
to go to Macedonia. The key is that 
Paul received his special direction in 
the midst of doing, not dreaming. 

It would he impossible to list the 
multitudinous ways which God uses to 
give special direction. For Pa ul, it was 
at one time a vision. Other times, it 
was instruction from friends. For some, 
it will be one sentence out of a book. 
It can often be confirmation by a cer
tain verse. God's ways for giving spe
cial direction a re numberless; but they 
only come to the person who is doing 
God's wi ll presently. 

Keep breathing! 

COMMUNION 
A few years ago, I felt as though I 

had lost grips with God's leadership. My 
salvat ion was secure. but without ques
tion m y fe llowship was gone. As a re
sult, m y whole course of life became 
blurred. A combination of frustra tion , 
confusion a nd a nger set in. I was two 
hundred and fifty miles from home 
When I stopped, cal led m y wife to tell 
her of m y plan. I to ld her that I was 
going to s top at a motel to read the 
Scriptures and pray and would not 
leave until I knew what G od would 
have me to do. 

La te that night, I checked into a 
mountai n resort motel just outside of 
Ligonier, PA. Immediately, I began 
to pray and read the Scriptures. Late 
into the night , J continued witho ut the 
slightest relief to m y heart. . 

The next m orning I awoke to dis
cover that I had fa llen asleep while 
awkward ly sprawled across the bed. in 
prayer. My heart and mind prayed with 
the same intensi ty as the n ight before. 

Th rough the prayer and Bible study, 
a sense o f God's p resence was recap-
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tured. Jn fact, the simple and bursting 
joy that comes to a newborn Christian 
was wonderfu lly present. G od's assu red 
presence was like a hot shower to tired 
muscles. M y thinking and my attitudes 
became clear. 

It was at this point that I charted 
the course which Continental Christian 
Crusades, Inc., was to follow for the 
persuing yea rs. 

What was the key ingred ient? Close 
communion with God. There is no sub
sti tute. 

Understanding God's will is coupled 
with the filling of God the Holy Spirit 
in Ephesians 5: 17-1 8. T o the man who 
doesn't have time to know God, the will 
of God will remain speculation. T o the 
man who takes the time to know God, 
the will of God will become specific. 

It was upon learning of the Colos
sians' "love in the Spirit" that Paul 
wrote, "F or this cause we also, since 
the day we heard it, do not cease to 
pray for you, and to desire that ye 
might be filled with the knowledge of 
h is will . . . " (Colossians I :9). 

The special course for your life 
(whom to marry, what occupation to 
serve, etc.) can only grow out of your 
own personal relationship with God. 
I.Q. tests, college boards and indus
trial placement tests are fine and may 
be used as aids. A guidance counselor, 
however, can never take the place of 
the amazing inner directive and confi
dence which comes from communion 
with God. 

THE CONFLICT OF LIFE 
When I address young people at con

ventions, there is often a response pe
riod for questions. Is dancing right? 
Are movies 0 .K.? Do I have to obey 
my parents even if their demands arc 
unreasonable? On and on come the 
questions. 

Some of the questions I cannot an
swer specifically without unbiblically 
playing the role of God. For exam
ple, there is no way for me to put the 
final divine word on what constitutes 
hair which is too long or too short in 
God's eyes. 

The worst th ing 1 can do is to give 
them my Ron Susek list of do's and 
don't 's. Why? Because they will tend 
to obey or disobey that list with the 
same emptiness as the pharisees in 
Jesus' day. 

There is a deeper principle which 1 
seek to teach them which, if fo llowed. 
will unquest ionably lead them in the 
way of G od's will. The principle is that 

of exercise. 

Only an idiot would prepare for the 
world olympics by eating two dozen 
cream-filled donuts and two quarts of 
milk every day. One prepares by the 
ha rd conflict of forc ing resisting mus
cles to exercise. 

The writer of Hebrews said that milk 
belonged to the spiritual babes. Strong 
meat belonged to those of full age. 
H ow does one come to full age? " . .. 
those who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern both good 
and evil" ( Hebrews 5 :11-14) . 

A person is not perceptive of God's 
will, nor is he spiritual just because 
he unquestioningly obeys a list of rules 
handed to h im by a spiritual giant. He 
perceives God's will when he bas exer
cised his own spiritual senses in the 
m idst of conflict. 

Conflict and exercise are necessary 
to a mature percept ion of God's will in 
right or wrong. 

CURIOSITY OR COMMITMENT? 
Fi nally, check your motive. D o you 

wan t to know G od's will for your life 
in order to do it, or do you only want 
to look it over and then decide whether 
or not you want to do it? 

It is useless to ask G od what he wants 
until you know for certain what you 
want. D o you really want God's will 
or do you secretly hope that his will is 
your want? Unless you are ready to 
pray. " Lord, show me your will and I 
will do it," you will probably never find 
it. God will not hold his will before us 
for mere speculation. but rather for ac
tion . 

T he Israelites were not prepared to 
act upon God's will when their Messiah 
arrived. As a result. we read in Romans 
1 I : 8, ". . . God hath given them the 
spiri t of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see. and ears that they should not 
hear ... " . 

The same God who told us not to cast 
our pearls before swine is not about to 
cast h is sacred best before the eyes of 
distrustful speculation. 
DON'T F ORGET 

God's will . .. 
- is a conduct which can be easily 

understood by all; 
- is a course followed only by 

the determined and disciplined; 
-is like breathing: something you 

do NOW; 
- can only grow out of one's per

sonal relationship wi th God; 
-becomes clear through spiritual 

exercise in conflict situations; 
- -comes only to those committed 

to do it. D 
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ST ANDI SH, MICH., CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by Eugene E. Carpenter 

The community of Standish for many Ye h b k . . . . ars as een nown 
as a tourist town. This class1ficat1on is d h f 
Standish is the half-way point between Due tto. t e dacut that 
M. h. h · · . e ro1t an pper 1c 1gan on t e mam highway gomg h 
side of Michigan. Many people come hnort t ofin htheh eastern 
just relax. ere 0 s , unt and 

With industry moving in, many Peo 1 . 
city of Standish their permanent dwell inp e 1are ma~mg the 
lation trends for the county have been g ~ace. T e pop~
the past few years, but are expected to on y 15 pe~cent ~n 
the next few years. go much higher m 

.~hen _North American Baptists hact . 
mm1stry m Standish, they discovered that the wish to start a 
been started by concerned individuals a ~ork had already 
share the Word of God. Wantmg to hear and 

Several North American Baptist past . 
winter retreat last year, and by provi ors were attending a 
tunity to talk to two ladies from Stanct~ence had an oppor
some youth to the retreat. From this 1sh '.""ho had brought 
brou?ht to the North American Baptist ll1e~t1~g, a repor~ ~as 
meeting in May of 1974, where the Sta M1ch1gan .Association 
part of the North American Baptist C~d1sh proiect_ became 
gram. Urch Extens10n pro-

The work at Standish has been goin 
years, beginning as a prayer group in g for some seventeen 
group soon had to move to a school a doctor's office. The 
school was sold, had to move again . ;~use.' and when the 
to a horn~ that was owned by one rn his time they moved 
group. With an addition to the hou ernber of the prayer 
worship, the present dwelling has serves~ .to make room for 

The church was incorporated on N its purpose well . 
the Southern Baptist Convention bein ov. 12, 1965, with 
nomination. The church did not grow g t~e supporting de
fifteen years, blamed partically on the noticeably these past 
never had a permanent pastor to be fact that the group 
flock. the shepherd of the 

The church had foresight in those 
acres of choice land to build their new yea:s,. buying four 
hope and pray to begin thei r new build' building on. They 
ask for the prayers and support of all N ing this spring, and 
tists, that his dream of a new building O'\i Orth American. Bap-

The church greatly rejoices and pra· ght be accomplished. 
pastor on the field. T he Rev. Eugene Cises God for its first 
ily came to the field in October 19? arpenter and his fam
is looking forward to great and mi ~· The congregation 
for the Lord in the years ahead. D g ty accomplishments 

The Rev. Eugene E. Carpenter i1· pq 
B · Ch · stor of ti S d' apt/st urch, Standish, Michigan. ie tan ish 
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Present meeting place of the Stand ish Baptist Church. 

Nelson Good leads the cangregatian in song. Rev. Carpenter, at right, is 

the pastor of this church. 

Standiah 8 -
aptist Church. 
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SIDNEY, MONT. On the evening of 
Sept. 29, 1974, we were privileged at 
First Baptist to see Pastor Spreeuwers 
baptize five teenagers and three adults 
(pictured) u pon thei r profession of 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. On Oct. 
6 these, along with two who joined by 
letter, received the right hand of fel
lowship followed by the Lord's Supper. 
(Mrs. Frederick Spreeuwers, reporter.) 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS, N.D. On Sept. 
13-14 more than 200 women of the 
Dakota-Montana Association gathered 
at Crystal Springs Camp for their fifth 
annual retreat. It was a time of re
laxation, fellowship and inspiration. 
Our theme was "Reaching Out for 
Christ." Our guest speakers, Miss 
Laverna Mehlhaff and Miss K atherine 
Hunt, brought challenging messages. 
Our missionary offering amounted to 
$400.00. On Saturday we had brief 
presentations on the Ministries of Out
reach." "Bussing" was discussed by 
Esther Breitkreuz of Jamestown· 
"Neighborhood Bible Studies" by Bett; 
J:Iaas of Bismarck; "Friendship Evange
lism" by Linda Pepple of Jamestown, 
and "Mi nistries for Children" by 
Cheryll Hvidston and Ruth Omdahl 
of Grand Forks. The musical presen
tations ended with a selection by a 
60-voice choir directed by the Music 
C:oordinator, La Verne Giedt. Of spe
cial interest to all was the Crafts and 
Hobbies Display, as well as the Book 
Nook. (Freda Reddig, reporter.) 

RA CINE, WIS. Sunday, Oct. 6 the 
~embers of Grace Baptist Church met 
In their 4th church bui lding to cele
brate the 120 anniversary. The church 
'.""as founded by 17 German Baptists 
1 ~ 1854. The congregation met in 
different homes until the first church 
was built in 1856. As the number of 
members continued to grow a new 
church was built in 1876. According 
to church records, the 3rd build ing 
Was constructed in 1903. 

February 1975 

DUR CONFERENCE IN ACTION 
For many years the services were 

conducted in German. H owever, dur
ing World War I , 2nd and 3rd genera
tion members were not as familiar 
with the German language. As a re
sult, sermons were preached in Ger
man and English. 

According to historians, political 
pressure during World War I caused 
the church to change its name from 
German Baptist Church to Grace Bap
tist Church. As more and more mem
bers spoke only English the German 
sermons were discontinued. 

The ceremonies of this I 20th an
niversary included the Rev. Willis Pot
ratz, Great Lakes area secretary, who 
preached the morning message. Rev. 
Potratz reminded the congregation of 
the necessity of keeping the fires on the 
altar lighted. We are the light of the 
world and our purpose is to shine 
brightly to lead others to Jesus Christ. 

The morning services were closed 
with a rededication ceremony in which 
all present voiced reaffirmation of their 
dedication to serve the Lord in unity 
and love to strengthen their witness in 
the community. 

The D iaconate Board provided an 
archives display to exhibit some of the 
highlights of the church's 120-year 
history. In the evening service the 
highly motivating film entitled, "Like 
A Mighty Army," was shown. This 
was followed by a Fellowship Hour 
with music and refreshments. The 
Women's Missionary Society also cele
brated by having their anniversary din
ner on the Thursday evening. About 
70 ladies participated. 

There is a growing concern among 
the people of Grace Church for reach
ing the unsaved people of Greater Ra
cine. They are beginning the first steps 
toward sharing Christ with every per
son in the entire community. Pastor 
Johnson says, " It takes a total team 
effort to fulfill the Great Commission. 
We thank God for our heritage of these 
past 120 years, but we now look to 
him for even greater things in the fu
ture. Our greatest desire is that he 
might be glorified in Grace Baptist 
Church." 

WEST FARGO, N.D. The Grace 
Baptist Church held its annual H arvest 
and Mission F estival. The Rev. and 
Mrs. George Black, serving as mission
aries in Cameroon, were the guest 
speakers. A special mission offering 
was taken to help support M iss Bar
bara Kieper. The Women's Missionary 
Society was in charge of the evening 
program. Mrs. Carol Black showed 
some slides on the African women's 
role in caring for her family and home. 

The Grace Baptist Church has un
dertaken a new out-reach program to 
help win our community for Jesus 
Christ. A bus ministry has begun 
which enables girls and boys and also 
adults to attend our Sunday school and 
worship services. House to house call
ing for prospects is being done on Sat
urdays, with Monday evenings set aside 
for special visitation. The Rev. LeRoy 
Moser is pastor of the church. (Mrs. 
H arold Fried, reporter.) 

LYNNWOOD, WASH. On Oct. 13, 
1974, our church celebrated its tenth 
anniversary. The Rev. H . J. Wilcke, 
area secretary, was the guest speaker 
for the morning service as well as for 
the anniversary program which was 
held following a banquet. There was a 
time of reminiscing as slides were 
shown by the first pastor of the church, 
the Rev. Richard Grabke, and as seve
ral of the original members spoke. The 
church also looked forward to the fu
ture by starting a bui lding fund. The 
Rev. Kenneth Schmuland is the pas
tor of the church. Esther Schmuland 
reporter.) ' 

CO\.VELSVILLE, N.Y. At the call of 
the Folsomdale Baptist Church an or
dination council met to hear the testi
mony and statement of beliefs of 
Henry C. Wilk, incumbent pastor of 
the church. The Rev. Wilmer Quiring 
served as moderator and the Rev. Fred 
Mashner as clerk. The council was 
satisfied with the cand idate in all of 
the phases of his conversion, prepara
tion and beliefs. The service was held 
with the Rev. Rubin Kern preaching 
the ordination sermon. F or the East
ern Association th is marked the second 
ordination within two weeks; the for
mer being that of Herbert Bluhm at 
the Austin Street Church in Buffalo. 
(Fred W. Mashner, clerk.) 

ST AN DISH, MICH. The Rev. and 
Mrs. Carpenter and family arrived to 
begin the new work at the Standish 
Baptist Church. The first service for the 
new pastor was followed by a dinner 
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to get to know the pastor and his fam
ily. 

An official welcome service was held, 
led by the Rev. Norman Berkman. 
Representatives from the First Baptist 
Church of Auburn, and Round Lake 
Baptist Church of G ladwin shared with 
the Standish Church in welcoming the 
new pastor. Members and friends sur
prised the pastor and his family with 
a grocery shower. 

GEORGE, IOWA Central Baptist 
Church held a farewell program for 
the Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Carpenter. 
The program recalled memories of im
portant events which transpired during 
the past three and one-half years while 
the Carpenters' served our church. 
Our vice moderator's wife served as 
narrator for the program which cen
tered around the theme, "Lingering 
Memories." Rev. Carpenter started 
serving Central Baptist Church on Feb. 
I, 1971, whi le a student at N.A.B. 
Seminary in Sioux Falls, and was or
dained on Dec. 16, 1971. He and his 
wife and 3 children moved to Standish 
where he will be serving a church ex~ 
tension church. (Mrs. H. J. Stubbe, 
reporter.) 

BUFFALO, ~.Y. The Austin Street 
Baptist Church called an ordination 
council for the purpose of examining 
Mr. Herbert Bluhm for the gospel min
istry. The Rev. E. Hoffman and Rev. 
W. Kerber were elected as moderator 
and secretary respectively. His con
version experience and educational 
preparation was followed by a pre
pared statement of beliefs and doctri
nal. position. The candidate's qualifi
cation for the gospel ministry became 
evident during the question and an
swering period. The counci l recom
mended that the Austin Street Baptist 
Church proceed with the ordination of 
M.r.. Herbert B. Bluhm to the gospel 
ministry of Jesus Christ. The message 
was given by the Rev. R. Kern, fol
lowed by the charge to the candidate 
and the laying on of hands by the pas
tors. (Rev. W. Kerber, clerk.) 

PLE\' ,A, MO"i"f. A baptismal ser
vice was held at the First Baptist 
Church. Pastor Richard Lawrenz bap
tized his son , Torn. 

The Haptist Youth Fellowship spon
sored a singing group, "The Brethren," 
from Baker, Mont. 

The pastor is going into his fourth 
year of bringing messages over our 
local radio station. We observed our 
Harvest Mission Festival. The total 
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offering was $ 17 ,044 dollars; $9,513 
for the home missions and $7 ,531 for 
foreign missions. (Paula Fuchs, re
porter.) 

SPEARFISH, S.D. Groundbreaking 
ceremonies (pictured) were held for 
the new Mountain View Baptist 
Church last fal l. This comparatively 
new church extension work was begun 
some time ago. It was organized about 
a year ago. Services were held in the 
Masonic H all with attendance in the 
80's. The current membership is 53. 
When the new structure is completed 
it will seat 235 people and will include 
an educational wing. The Rev. Gordon 
Voegele is the pastor of the church. 

CATHAY, N.D. The Rev. Peter 
Wiens who has served the Calvary Bap
tist C hurch and the Cathay Baptist 
Church for more than fou r years ac
cepted a call to Lehr, N.D. A farewell 
by both churches was given to him . 
Our new pastor, the Rev. Fra nk Unruh 

and his wife, (pictured) came to us 
and a pan try shower was given for 
them. 

Calvary Baptis t Church held its an
nua l Harvest Mission Festival. Rev. 
Unruh spoke on missions. 

An installation service was also held 
for our new pasto r. The Rev. Clarence 
Walth, North Central a rea secretary 
was the speaker. Refreshments fol
lowed. Rev. Frank Unruh was born 
in Siberia , later escaping into C hi na 
and even tually going to San Francisco 
in 1930. Before pastoring at Bismarc k, 
N. D. for seven yea rs, Rev. Unruh 
served churches in Montana and Colo
rado. He is a graduate of Fresno Sem
inary. (Mrs. F. G. Helm, reporter.) 

POI "ID, WIS. Members and friends 
gathered last fal l to celebrate the 75th 

anniversary of the Pioneer Baptist 
Church. It began with numerous mus
ical selections and recollections of 
Sunday school days. We were privi
leged to have Dr. Reinhold Kerstan, 
director of publications, for our guest 
speaker. During the morning worship 
service he spoke on "When the Song 
of the Lord Began." 

A fel !owship dinner was served be
fore the afternoon service. Many 
friends from the neighboring churches 
came to help us commemorate this 
specia l occasion. Letters of greetLngs 
were read from former pastors and 
members who could not attend. The 
Rev. and Mrs. Anthony Guenther, for
mer pastor, brought personal greetings 
to the congregation. M rs. William 
Zeckser, whose husband was a pastor 
during the l 920's was also in atten
dance. Congratulations were expressed 
from pastors of four area churches. 

During the closing service in the 
evening, Dr. Kers tan spoke on the 
topic "Putting the H and to the Plough." 
He challenged the church to be thank
ful for the past, but now with our hand 
on the plough to go forward and not to 
look back. 

The c hurch was o rganized in 1899 
with 17 members. Mr. Herman Heisel, 
on ly living charter member, was un
able to attend because of illness. He 
passed away to be with his Lord two 
weeks after the anniversary. 

There was a photo display of special 
events, charter members of the church, 
and pastors and their families. A book
let, "Seventy-five Years of Blessings
A His tory 9f the Pioneer Baptist 
Church," was written by Miss Carolyn 
Gross, and copies were d istribu ted to 
a ll in attendance. 

The Rev. Wi lfried Bruns (pictured 
at the left with his wife) is the present 
pastor. Also pictured are Rev. and 
Mrs. Guenther of Minneapol is, Minn. 
and Dr. and Mrs. Kerstan from Forest 
Park, Ill. (Mrs. Reuben G raetz, re
porter.) 

OAK HAl\K, MAl\I. A service of in
duct ion was he ld for our pastor, Rev. 
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Earle Wanamaker. Pastors from our 
Manitoba Baptist Association and 
neighboring c hurches brought greet
ings. The induction sermon was 
preached by Dr. Wm. Sturhahn. Dur
ing the laying on of hands by the diac
onate, Rev. G. Poschwatta, led in the 
induction prayer. A time of fellow
sh ip was enjoyed during the reception. 

On Sunday, Nov. 10, 1974, the ded
ication of our new Christian education 
tin it took place. Rev. D. Gohl, our 
former pastor, preached the dedication 
sermon. Our pastor , Rev. E. Wana
maker, presented the purpose of dedi
cation and led in the prayer of dedica
tion. The chairman of our Building 
Committee, Mr. D. Albrecht, made 
the presentation of the keys to the 
chairman of our Board of Christian 
Education, Rev. W. Bernadsky. The 
offering was designated for furnishing 
of our c hurch library. Greetings were 
brought by representatives of our 
Manitoba Baptist Association and 
neighbouring churches. Tours of our 
new C hristian education unit were 
made during the fellowship hour. 
(Grace Albrecht, reporter.) 

ARNPRIOR, ONT. The third Eastern 
Association met at the First Baptist 
Church, with the Rev. Ken MacDonald 
as host pastor. T he program theme, 
"Reconciling our World Through 
Christ," was presented in the following 
messages: "Reconciling Our World 
Through Christ": " Reconciling The 
Fami ly"; "Com mun ity Outreach": "An 
Effective Church," by Dr. Roy Seibel: 
and "World Outreac h" by the Rev. 
Fred Holzimmer. Other Association 
program personnel were moderator, 
Mr. Wi ll i Lehman vice moderator, 
Rev. Fred M ashne~ recording secre
tary, Rev. Wi lfred Dickau, Rev. Rubin 
Ke rn , a rea secretary, and M rs. Doro
thy H o lzimmer, missionary from Cam
eroon. The Association was well at
tended. The host church provided for 
the comfort and the spiritual blessings 
of al l part icipants, and for a Saturday 
evening fami ly banquet and youth 
afterglow activities. 

WILSONVILLE ORE. Stafford Bap
tist Church celebrated its 82nd anni
versary on Oct. t 5, 1974. The Wom
en's Missionary Society hosted a bi~th
da~ dinner on Sunday. Oct. 20. Bible 
~u izzes. games. and fellowship were en
Joyed. The church was organized Oct. 
15• 1892, and is the second oldest 
N .A.B. church in the Western United 
States. The Rev. Earl Broce is the 
Pastor of the church . (Karen Mitchel l. 
reporter.) 

February 1975 

OUR CONFERENCE IN ACTION 
LEHR, N.D. A reception was held 
for our interim pastor, the Rev. and 
Mrs. R. H. Zepik. A surprise birth
day party was also held in his honor. 
Oct. 6, 1974, a reception was held 
for R ev. and Mrs. Peter Wiens. Rev. 
Arthur F ischer of Fredonia was the 
speaker. The Ashley and Wishek 
churches were also invited. Mr. Ted 
Kranzen, deacon, welcomed the Rev. 
and Mrs. Peter Wiens after which they 
responded. Rev. Etan Pelzer of the 
Ashley Church, gave the closing prayer. 
Refreshments and fellowship followed. 
(Mrs. Penry Johnson, reporter.) 

FAIR OAKS, CALIF. This new 
church extension work has been pro
gressing very favorably. At a recent 
recognition service they adopted the 
official name of Sunrise Baptist Church. 
The Rev. H. J. Wilcke was present for 
the service when the right hand of fel
lowship was extended to 53 charter 
members. Several others who will be 
received into the fellowship were un
able to attend because of illness and 
other circumstances. The pastor, the 
Rev. Gene A. Kern, was very encour
aged when he reported a high atten
dance of 84 in the Sunday school and 
132 in the worship service. He is con
vinced that the Lord is doing far be
yond that which he anticipated when 
he first began his ministry in this 
church extension project. 

WATERTOWN, WIS. The fifth an
nual meeting of the Wisconsin Ass~ci
ation was held Oct. 18-19 at First 
Baptist Church. The. Rev. Bruce Rich, 
supervised a book display. between all 
sessions. There was a slide presenta
tion of the Central States Camp at 
Lansing. Iowa, with all the progress 
that had been made during the past 
year. The Rev. Willis Potratz gave the 
denominational report. We were chal
lenged in our efforts in regard to the 
OMCFC. The work in the German
town area has progressed and is ready 
for a full time pastor. 

The young people's orchestra and 
the men's chorus from Zion Baptist 
Church, Milwaukee, played and sang 
for us. Other speakers were the Rev. 
Bruce Rich, Miss K atherina Kroll of 
Mbem. Cameroon, Miss. LaYerna 
Mehlhaff. Women's Work d1rc~tor and 
the Rev. James Schacher of Milwaukee 
Bethany. The Rev. Allen Gerber. 
North Freedom. was elected modera
tor. (Mrs. Al ice Gates, reporter.) 

NAPOLEON, N .D. We were privi
leged to have as our guests the Gackle 

and Streeter W.M.S. ladies, and Miss 
Laverna Mehlhaff as our guest speaker 
at our annual W.M.S. program. She 
spoke on and showed slides of her 
work in Japan, after which there was 
a question and answer period. A time 
of refreshment and fellowship fol
lowed. The Rev. Edwin Walter is the 
pastor of the church. (Mrs. Jake 
Streyle, reporter.) 

EMERY, S.D. A week of spiri tual re
newal with the Rev. Adolph Braun of 
Warren, Mich. was held at the Plum 
Creek Baptist Church. H is topics 
were: " Demon Possession," "Must I 
Speak in Tongues." " Why God is Judg
ing America," and "The Worst Dis
ease." Special music was also a part of 
each service and the Rev. and Mrs. 
Walter Hoffman, Warren and Wendall 
shared in the music. The Word of God 
was presented in the spirit of instruc
tion and clarity. 

A farewell service was held for the 
Rev. and Mrs. Adine Harsch and sons. 
Each organization of the church gave 
a talk or musical number. Refresh
ments and fellowship followed. (Mrs. 
Vernon Janssen, reporter.) 

EDMONTON, ALTA. Gunter Flem
ke was ordained into the ministry at 
the Greenfield Baptist Church, Oct. 20, 
1974. An ordination council composed 
of delegates from the Edmonton area 
had met to examine the candidate's 
statement of doctrine. salvation, call
ing to the ministry and qualifications. 

Mr. Flemke, a graduate of N.A.B. 
College, has been appoin ted as the 
Toronto D istrict Secretary of the Ca
nadian Bible Society. He had spent 
one year as the Society's District Sec
retary in Northern Canada. Dr. Joe 
Sonnenberg, president of N.A.B.C. de
livered the ordination sermon. The 
Rev. and Mrs. F lemke are members of 
the Greenfield Baptist Church. (Rev. 
Ron Berg, reporter.) 

STEAMBOAT ROCK. IOWA The 
ordination cotmcil for the examination 
of Mr. David Ehman for the gospel 
ministry was called to order by the 
host pastor. the Rev. Jacob Ehman. 
father of the candidate. Moderator 
elected was the Rev. l ver Walker. and 
clerk. the Rev. Phyl Putz. The mo
tion was made. seconded and carried 
that Dr. Ben Brcitkreuz. professor at 
the N .A. B. Seminary. be sea ted as a 
member of the council. 

The candidate was introduced and 
presented to the council by Mr. Pete 
Luiken, chairman of the board of 
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deacons of the local church. Mr. 
Ehman proceeded to read his ordina
tion paper interweaving his conversion 
experi~nce, call to the ministry, train
ing, and doctrinal statement. The 
council then examined the candidate. 
At the private session the candidate's 
presentation and fitness for the gospel 
ministry was discussed at length. By 
majority vote they recommended that 
the local church proceed with the or
dination of Mr. David Ehman. 

RENTON, WASH. The Pacific North
west Association convened at the Ever
green Baptist Church. The theme was 
"The Recovery of Family Life." The 
Evergreen Church is one of our ex
tension churches. The Rev. Leonard 
Strelau is the pastor. The new educa
tional unit was dedicated during the 
Association meeting. 

Our guest speakers were the Rev. 
Walter Goltz from our N.A.B. College 
and our missionaries, Rev. and Mrs'. 
Kenneth Goodman. Our area secre
tary, the Rev. H ans J . Wilcke, also was 
present and added words of encourage
ment. Workshops were a part of each 
day. The theme aga in was, "The Fam
ily and Dis_cipline, Recreation, Worship, 
and the Smgle. Adult." These proved 
to be real learning and sharing sessions 
Our Association numbers 14 churches. 
six of which are church extensio~ 
churches. (Mrs. Marie Schmunk Jr.) 

RACINE, WIS. On Oct. 6, 1974 
G race Baptist Church celebrated it~ 
l 20th anniversary. Special speaker 
was the Rev. Willis Potratz, area sec
retary, and he delivered the morning 
message. Also at the morni·ng se . . . rv1ce 
~as a rede?1cat1on ceremony and a 
d
1
_ 1shpl'.1y of historical memorabilia high-
1g tmg some of the events in th 

churche's 120 years. e 
The history of the church goes back 

to 1853 when a group of 17 G . erman 
~apt~sts hgot together and started meet-
ing in omes. This small group be-
came known as the German B . 
Ch h 

apt1st 
urc . . The congregation soon began 

construction of a church buildin 
Over the. years as the church grew an~ 
the requirements of the congregaf 
changed new buildings were constr~~~ 
~d and lthe ~hurch moved to four dif-
erent ocattons over the 120 D t 1. . 1 

years. 
ue o po 1t1ca pressures of the I 

World War and the fact that 2nd sdt 
3 d . an 

r . ~ener~t 1on members were not as 
familia r_ with the German language or 
the hentage, the name of the church 
was changed to Grace Baptis t Church. 
For many years sermons were 

26 

preached in German and English, but 
as more and more members spoke 
only English the German services were 
discontinued. 

In the evening service a film was 
shown entitled, "Like a Mighty Army," 
~hich depicted the successful evange
lism work at a church in F lorida. 
After the film a fellowship hour was 
held at which members and friends of 
the church got together for music and 
refreshments. 

Grace Baptist Church under the 
leadership of the Rev. La~ny Johnson, 
looks optimistically to the future as it 
serves the spiritual needs of its mem
bers and the community. (W. R. Cook, 
reporter.) 

S~l\'~MNER, IOWA The Women's 
Missionary Society of the First Baptist 
Church held an Autumn Tea in obser
vance of this 25th anniversary. Guests 
fr?m the Parkersburg, Elgin and Fred
en_cksburg Baptist Churches attended. 
~fas Becky Heerts, a short term mis
f lonary from Japan, now home on fur
ough'. was our guest speaker. A fel

low~h1~ hour was held in the lower 
~udh1 tormm . The Rev. Val Cudnoski 
is t e pastor of the church. 

PORTLAND ORE "L · ' · aunch Out 
mto the Deep'" h 
the 197 . was t e challenge for 
th 4 Oregon-Idaho Association as 

ey met at the I . 
Church Nov mmanuel Ba ptist 
developed th ?-10. Our guest speakers 
5: 1-11. Dr ~r addr~sses from Luke 
utive secrei · K. Zim:nerman, exec
" lau h" ary, emphasized that our 

nc mg out" mean 
message of J . s to extend the 
ers su esus Chnst with our pray-

J • pport, and energies to Af . 
apan Brazil d nca, . '. • an to our 

mun1t1es. The R own com-
Cameroon m· . ev. George Black, 
lenged us . h1ss1onary, further chal-

Wll the p · 
shall catch m " rom1se that "We en. 

Workshops open d . 
ing out" · h e areas in " launch-
reading ~a~e e. wl orld of new books and 
V n a with the R 

an Deist of the Ch . . ev. John 
ter. Another . f n st1_an Supply Cen-
with Dr. Earl ~na~rmat1ve period was 
Western Baptist Sma~her, president of 
us in a worksh e~inary, who lead 
and Using you~PS e~t.1t l ed , "Developing 

Th R pintual Gift " 
e ev. H J w·1 k . 

secretary, bro~ h 1 c e, Western area 
fo rmation of tiet us .reports and in-
The Association Pacific. Conference. 
come a new was. thrilled to wel-
Hollyview Ba ti:~tens1on . church, the 
the mernbers~p ;~ Bonng, Ore., in to 
feld is the · e Rev. Larry Neu-

T pastor. 
wo full capacity b 

anquets were 

held on Saturday evening . One was de
signed for our young people and they 
enjoyed the Rev. George Black as 
their speaker. The other was for adults 
and their speaker was Dr. Joseph Y. 
Wong, Academic Dean of Multnomah 
School of the Bible of Port land . 

Our final service was at the Trinity 
Baptist C hurch on Sunday afternoon. 
Dr. Zimmerman cha lle nged us . to 
" launch out" to follow Jesus in growing 
in grace, spiritua l s teadfastness, com
passion, and irt God's Jove. As th~ 
m ass choir sang, "T each Us to Love, 
we were again reminded of our great 
responsibility as followers of J esus. 

The Rev. Earl Broce capably led all 
the business sessions as moderat?r. 
New officers elected for 1974-75 1dn

. f I · 
elude: moderator, Victor Stei~ e ' 
vice moderator, R ev. Bernard Fnt~k~, 

. D H a ll · stat1st1-recording secretary, on , 
cal secretary Melissa Hunt; treasurer, 
Melvin Beck~r Gen . Council rep., Rev. 

. ' Gen Coun-
M artm Franke; Alte rnate · Wal-
c il rep. Rev. Ray H offm an . (Mrs. 
ter Schmitke, reporter.) 

EAST DETROIT MICH. The Ridge-
' h honored to mont Baptist Churc was fflls 

host the youth choir of Blo_omfie~~r ;he 
Baptist Church . The choir un J"m 
leadership of their assistant past?r, · 

1 
of 10sp1ra

Lake, presented a program was 
tional music. Their youth spon~or hoir 
M C F ollowing the program t e ch"p 

. . d . of fellows l . 
and our youth ha a ome . d five 
Our pastor, Dr. J:I· Hiller., ba~~1:e were 
children. Following ba pti sm h" yat the 
extended the hand o f fe llows ip 
communion· service. (Mrs. H. Sonnen-

berg, re porter.) 

NAPOLEON . ND The Napoleon 
. . . ual H a rvest 

Baptis t C hurch held its ann Rueben 
Mission Festiva l with the RevThe total 
Grueneich as guest speaker. OO. 
offering amounted to $2,400. Mehlhaff 

Last fa ll , Miss LaVer~he w.M.S· 
was our gues t speaker. d Miss 
had their annual program an e with 
Mehlha ff presented a . rn~s:a:n . The 
slides about our work 10 . d for var
evening offering was rec_eive 
ious projects for the society. h Id with 

· were e Deeper Life meetmgs l(rarner 
the Rev. and Mrs. Tho~as and the 
and fa mily, Lincoln , . N eK;arner and 
Rev and Mrs. Mervm speakers 

: C I as our . fam ily, Arvada, o o., ' a re twin 
and music ians. The Kr:~:~ging and 
sons of our church . C es were 

. d me~ag u 
insp1rmg m usic an d the l'-ra-
given by the local chur~~ a~ children's 
me rs each evening wit y uth Nigh t 
fea ture. One night was 
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with a youth fellowship after the ser
vice, and a time of sharing and re
freshments. The Rev. Edwin Walter 
is the pastor of the church. (Martha 
Grenz, reporter.) 

KES\\1CK, N . .J. The 11th annual re
treat of the Atlantic Association 
W.M.U. was held Nov. 1-2 at beauti
ful Keswick, N.J. Our theme was 
"Christ Is The Answer." Our guest 
speakers were the Rev. and Mrs. Fred 
H olzimmer, home on furlough from 
Cameroon. One of our sessions was a 
"Quest ion and Answer" period led by 
the H olzimmers. We learned more 
about Cameroon as questions were 
"fired" at the missionaries than from 
a purely " lecture" presentation. Mrs. 
~olzimmer brought a unique message 
m which she sha red ideas as to how 
mothers can stimulate the interest of 
their children in missions: by her at
titude, enterta ining missionaries in the 
home, praying for them by name and 
subjecting them to missionary speakers. 

The program was so arranged that 
ample time was given to enjoy the 
grounds of the conference area, the 
fe llowship of the 155 in attendance at 
t~e socia l hour, during refreshment 
time , by the lake for early morning 
devotions around the tables at meal 
times. P;esident, Mrs. G ertrude Mar
klein , presided at a ll the sessions. Our 
offering totaled $363.00 and was desig
nated toward the Conference W.M.U. 
goal. (Eva Yung. secretary.) 

VANCOUVER, B.C. The Ebenezer 
Baptist C hurch held a Leadership re
treat at Miracle Valley in Mission, 
B.c. We studied all phases of our 
church work now and in the future. 
New areas for our outreach into the 
com munity were d iscussed such as Day 
Care, biblical educa tion and the aging. 

There were 60 peop,le present , and 
we a ll fe lt a desire to sec our church 
grow in spirit and in number. We 
learned there were a lo t of unchurched 
People in o ur community and were 
cha llenged to become more dedicated 
and more involved in the work of the 
Lord. 

. The chu rch bid farewell to our as
~stant pastor and family, Phil and 

e rry Yntema, Carrie and Beth. 
Teener's presiden t Jeff Derby and y ' . 

oung People's presiden t, Rob Urai-
sami , expressed thanks for the blessing 
Ph· h. 11 had been to both grou ps. Under 

is leadersh ip the Y. P. had spent a 
few weeks each summer as mission
aries to the Indians at Vernon, B.C. 
anct to the Spanish-Americans in Colo
rado. 
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DUR CONFERENCE IN ACTION 
Ron Martin , moderator, expressed 

thanks for Phil's able leadership as in
terim pastor the past year. Phil and 
T erry responded. An hour of fellow
ship followed. We wish them God's 
richest blessings in their new work in 
Bloomingdale, Ill. Dr. Arthur Patz ia 
is the pastor of the church. (Dorothy 
Konnert, reporter.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Montie of 
Pembine, Wis., celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on Oct. 6, 1974. 
They are members of the Pioneer Bap
tist Church of Pound. Wis. 

@9z cg/vfp111rtim11 
ALBERT J. NEUHARTH, 78, of McClusky 
N.D .. died Aug. 23, 1974. He was born Nov'. 
27. 1895, at Eureka, S.D. In 1919 he was mar
ried to Marie Bender. He accepted Christ as 
Savior in 1931 and united with the McClusky 
Baptist Church. He served as Sunday school 
teacher and t rustee as well as being active in 
civic affairs. He is survived by his widow; six 
sons: Edwin, Robert, Herbert, Emil. Alvin, Elmer· 
six daughters: Mrs. Helen Wahl. Gladys. Edna'. 
Mrs. Mathilda Holcomb, Mrs. Marion Bramsen. 
Mrs. Evelyn Peter; six brothers and sisters, 24 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. The 
Re'" Myrl E. Thiesies was the officiating minister 
at the fune ral service. 

MRS. CAROLINE SCHMIDT, 79. of Regina, 
Sask., died on Sept. 12, 1974. She was born on 
Dec. 13, 1894, in Balgonic, Sask. She was bap
tized in 1912 and became a member of the Bap
tist Church in Edcnwold. Saskatchewan. In 1926 
she united with the Bethany Baptisl Church of 
Regina . S he is survived by two s isters and s ix 
brothers. The Rev. Fred Sonnenberg was the 
offici atin g minister at the funeral service. 

JACOB ZIMMERMAN. 81, of Hillsboro, Kans., 
died on Aug. 28, 1974. He was born May I. 
1893. in Argentina, S. America. He emigrated to 
the Unilcd States with his parents in 1903. As 
a young man he accepted Christ as his Savior 
and was bap1ized into the fellowship of the First 
Baptist Church of Durham, Kan.. where he 
served as deacon for 30 years, and in other posi· 
tions for many years. Surviving him are two 
brothers. and three sisters. The Rev. Lester 
Bucnning of the Strassburg Church was the 
officia ting ministe r at the memorial service. 

CHARLIE BOERCHERS. 49, of Laurier, Man .. 
died on Oct. 17. 1974. He was born on March 
12, 1925. in Gcmiany. He came to Canada with 
his parents in 1928. In his youth he accepted 
the Lord as his Savior and became a member of 
the Ochre River Grace Baptist Church, where he 
served as usher. Jn 195 1 he married Annie 
OcVrics. Surviving him arc h is widow; one 
daughter, Mrs. Shirley Delauder; three sons: 
Ronald. Wayne and Lyle; two grandchildren. 
five sisters. and four brothers. Pastor Bob 
Lounsbury was the officiating minister at the 
funeral service. 

MRS. HULDA HARTMAN nee Hacusser. 76. 
of Buffalo. N.Y .. died Oct. 14. 1974. She was 
born in Buffalo. N.Y .. Jan. 25. 1898. She ac
cepted Christ as her Savior and in 1909 was 
baptized and joined the Third German Baptist 
Church. now known as the Temple Baptist 
Church of Cheektowaga. N.Y. In 1921 she was 
united in marriage to George D . H a rtman. Four 
sons were born of this marriage. Mrs. H artman 
had a very special inte rest in o ur missionaries. 
She leaves lo mourn her four sons. 12 grand
children. one sister and one brother. Her pas
tor. the Rev. Ernest A. Hoffmann. conducted the 
fu ne ra l service. 

THE REV. ALEXANDER HART. 75. of St. 
Catharincs. Ont .. died on Oct. 17. 1974. He was 
born on April 4. 1899. in Russia. When he was 
13 years old he accepted Christ as his Savior. 
was bapt ized and became a member of the local 
Baptist church. In 1929 he was united in mar
riage to Ollga Dether. He was called to. the 
ministry and enrolled in the German seminary 
in Lodz. Poland. in 1925. In 1930 he was or-

daincd and served a Baptist church in Poland for 
11 years, followed by a pastorate in Germany for 
four years. He emigrated to Canada in 1950 and 
served churches in Manitoba. Alberta. Ontario 
and British Columbia. His last church before re
tirement was the Baptist Brethren Chu rch, Win
nipeg, Man. During the last war in Europe he 
was a prisoner for a number of years. Surviving 
him arc his widow; two daughters Mrs. Lucy 
Kokot and Dietlind; one son, Eugen; two sisters, 
one brother and five grandchildren. Funeral ser
vices were in charge of the Rev. W. Wiescholek, 
assisted by Dr. R. J. Kerstan and the Rev. Rubin 
Kem. 

MRS. ELIZABETH HUBER. 87, of Bismarck, 
N.D.0 died Oct. 6, 1974. She was born June 
30. 1887. in Russia. In 1907 she married William 
Bitz. Mr. Bitz died in 1953. In 1963 she mar
ried Benjamin Huber. Surviving her are her 
widower: five daughters: Mrs. Ruth Meade, Mrs. 
Esther Davis, Mrs. Susan Clark, Mrs. Alice Jenni
son and Mrs. Mathilda De Nalut; a stepson, Christ 
Huber; stepdaughters: Mrs. Tillie Follmer and 
Mrs. Anna Aldinger; two brothers, 19 grand
children and 26 great-grandchildren. Funeral 
services were held at the Baptist Home Chapel, 
with Chaplain 0. H. Meth officiating and the 
Rev. C. Auch. assisting. 

MRS. HULDA MENKE nee Albers, 90, died on 
Oct. 17, 1974. She was born on Jan. 14, 1884, in 
Columbus, Neb. At the age of 12 she was con
vened. baptized and received into the fellowship 
of the Shell Creek Baptist Church. In 1904 she 
was un ited in m a rriage to William M enke and 
to this union were born seven children . She is 
survived by four daughters: Mrs. Elsie Schulte, 
Alvina. Ida. M rs . M arie WaJte rcit , th ree sons : Wil
liam, Milton and John; 18 grandchildren. 30 
great-grandchildren. and one sister. The Rev. 
William Effa was the officiating minister at the 
funeral service. 

MRS. ELLA MAY PATIERSON MOUNT, 71, 
of Jamesburg. N.J .. died on Sept. 24. 1974. She 
was born in Trenton, N.J. but lived in Jamesburg 
most of her life. Mrs. Mount was a member of the 
First Baptist Church of Jamesburg, New Jersey. 
Surviving her are her daughter, Mrs. Viola 
Swirski; her son. Horatio ; one sister. seven 
grandchildren and one granddaughter. The Rev. 
Karl E. Bieber was the officiating minister at the 
funeral service. 

ERWIN LAWRENCE PATZER. 53. of Ebenezer, 
Sask .. died on July 24. 1974. He was born on 
Oct. 25. 1920. in Ebenezer. In 1943 he was 
united in m arriage to I rene Marth a Bohn. In 
1968 he was baptized upon the confession of his 
faith in Jesus Christ as his Savior and became a 
member of the Ebenezer Baptist Church. Ebene
zer, Sask. He was also a member of the Board of 
Trustees. Surviving him are his widow; his father. 
Edward; two daughters: Mrs. Janet Klassen and 
Diane: five brothers and three sisters. The Rev. 
Norman Taylor and Rev. K. H. Tonn were the 
officiating ministers at the funeral service. 

JOHN R. PUST. 92. of Lambert. Mont.. died 
Oct. 13. 1974. He was born March 22, 1882. in 
Germany. He came to America in 1893. He was 
one of the charter members of the Bethany Bap
tist Church. Hutchinson. Min. He married Ann 
Pust in 1910. At the time of his death he was 
a member of the First Baptist Church in Sidney. 
Mont . Survivors include two sons: Gerhardt and 
Edgar: one daughter. Clara Deeken: one brother. 
nine grandchildren and 12 great-iuandchildrcn. 
The Rev. Jon Maki of Lambert. Mont. was the 
officiat ing minister a t the fune ral service. 

EDWARD H. STUMPF. 104. of Buffalo, N.Y .. 
died on Sept. 27. 1974. He was born on Oct. 5, 
1870. In 1892 he married Carolina Wolf. He 
was baptized in 1897 and became a member of 
the then First German Baptist Church which now 
through amalgamat ion has become the Temple 
Baptist Church of Cheektowaga, N.Y. He served 
in various offices through the years. Surviving 
him are seven of his eight children, 17 grand
children. 31 great-grandchildren and one great
great-grandchild. Funeral services were con
ducted by his pastor the Rev. Ernest A. Hoff
ma nn. 

MRS. JOHANNA TEBOR nee Haeusser. 84. of 
Buffalo. N.Y .. died July 22 , 1974. She was born 
Sept. 26. 1890. in Germany. \Vhen she was silt 
months of nge her parents emigrated to Buffalo. 
At the age of 12 she accepted the Lord as her 
personal Savior. wns bapt ized an d joined the 
Third German Baptist Church. now the Temple 
Baptist Church of Cheektowaga. She was united 
in marriage to Michae l Teba r. T his m a rriage was 
blessed with five children. She leaves to mourn 
five children. 17 grandchild ren and 19 great
grandchildrcn. two sisters and one brother. Her 
pastor. Ernest A. Hoffmann. conducted the fu
neral service. 
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NEWS~YIEWS 
CHURCH IN DENMARK BUILT 
FROM CASTOFF MATERIALS 

A church constructed of castoff ma
terials largely by the voluntary work 
of members over a period of three and 
a half yea rs was dedicated in Brande, 
Denmark, last fa ll. 

The new s tructure, unusual in its 
architecture, is often called "a fortress 
ruin" or a portrayal of "the gospel in 
the street." It has received favorable 
attention on Danish television and in 
newspapers. 

The church is built of rnalformed 
and broken bricks, purchased at 100 
Danish crowns ($ 16 U.S.) a wagon
load, rubble from a brick kiln, broken 
glass, other materials from the city 
dump and rocks gathered by some of 
the members on their farms. 

Architect Kristian Kristiansen had 
the idea of planning such a church 
when he heard of children in an African 
country picking up stones on their way 
to school each day for the building of 
a church in their community. 

T h church entrance is bowl-shaped, 
repre:enting an ear li stening to the 

1· its borders are seen as arms 
gasped, those who enter and called 
aroun 
"God's embrace." . 

In the center at the entrance is .a 
stone cross with a hea_vy c~ai n that is 
broken, suggesting divine _victory over 
the enslaving power of evil. . . 

Inside furnishings are of plain pine 
d Rafters supporting the roof fan 

woo f. the center suggesting that 
out rom d b d th 
fai th goes on out into an eyon e 

visible world. 
Windows are of various shapes and 

sizes with the largest one round and 
strat~gically placed . to represent the 
preeminence of Chnst. . 

The church has a membership of 95. 
Than ks to work contributed by mem
bers and the use of cheap or free 

. 1 ·t was able to construct the matena s, 1 
new building, which has 700 square 

Of floo r space ( this would be meters . 
equivalent to several sma ll houses) with 
a cash outlay of approximately the cost 
of a one-family dwell ing. 

During Brande's upcoming 800th an-
. ary celebra tions the new church nivers 
.11 ovide faciliti es for cultural pre-w1 pr .b. . f 

sentations and house an exh1 1t1on o 
religious art. (EBPS) 0 

Church in Brande, Denma rk, built mostly with volunteer labor fr om castoff mate rials. 
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by Paul H. Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it_ 

I am delighted at how God provides 
fresh ministries to his church. A couple 
of months ago our church had the 
privilege of offering a new seminar 
called "Christian Reality", taught by 
Henry Teichrob, a member of one of 
our Conference churches in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, to our church member
ship. It was nothing short of a unique 
delight in the Lord. 

H enry Teichrob is a former High 
School science teacher and administra
tor. Henry, and h is wife Freda, were 
both touched by God in the spiritual 
awakenin g that caused many Christians 
in Western Canada to commit their 
lives anew to the Lordship of Christ. 
Through many personal encounters in 
revival fellowship meetings and prayer 
room act ivi ties in the Sutera Crusades, 
unique insights into God's way of meet
ing people became eviden t to the T eich
robs. Th is seminar consequently grew 
out of a deep concern to share these 
truths with those who honestly desire 
to make the Lordship of Christ a reali ty 
in the ir daily experie nces. 

Personally, I'm delighted in the way 
God has selected this C hristian brother 
for this ministry. To me this semina r is 
easily comparative to the Bill Gothard 
seminar tradi tion. Because of its ab
breviated form and personal thrust, it 
is most suited for the local church. Con
sequent ly, it bea rs my highest commen
dations. 0 

CtiUCl\LI: 
WITti 13~U~() 
A lady concerned that she h ad no hus
band 'went to her pastor. H e said, 
"The' Lord has a plan. O ne man for 
one woman. You cannot improve on 
the Lord 's plan." She replied, "I don't 
want to improve on it. l just want to 
get in on it." 

It sure takes a person a long time to 
become an ove rnight success. 0 

BAPTIST HERALD 

• Chaplain (LTC) Cli11to11 E. Grenz 
was awarded the Legion of Merit 
award from the U.S. Army at cere
monies he ld in Sacramento, Cali f., be
fore his departu re to Korea. Chaplain 
Grenz created, developed and aggres
sively implemented the Army Industrial 
Chaplaincy Program a t Sacramento 
Army Depot. This program represents 
a vital new d imension in the whole-man 
concept by integrating people (workers 
and supervisors, military and civilian ) 
in an industrial environment wi th their 
moral, ethical and spiritual needs. This 
program has recently been approved 
fo r Army-wide implementation using 
the educational material he created. 

• Chaplain (MA J) David A . Sam/ 
received the Air Force commendation 
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medal for outstanding achievement as 
ASTRA Special Assistant to the Com
mand Chaplain, Air Force Military Per
sonnel Center. Chaplain Samf's exem
plary ability, diligence and devotion to 
duty were instrumental in the formula
tion of a valuable data product for 
use by the Personnel Division, Office of 
the Chief of Chaplains, U ni ted States 
Air Force, in making assignments on 
chaplains where special and unique ta l
ents are required. 

• Miss Kathleen A. Conner is the new 
director of Christian Education at the 
Colonial Village Baptist Church, Lan
sing. Michigan. 

• The Rev. Len £. Johnson has ac
cepted the call to serve as assistant 

BASIC MISSION PROGRAM 
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What's Happening 
pastor at the McKernan Baptist Church, 
Edmonton, Alta. He previo usly was 
the pastor o f the Esterhazy Baptist 
Church, Esterhazy, Saskatchewan. 

• Mr. Darrell McKay is the interim 
pastor of the Forest Park Baptist 
Church, Forest Park, Ill ., effective Oct. 
1, 1974. 
• Northgate Baptist Church is the new 
name of the former N amao Park Ba p
tist Church, Edmonton, Alberta. 

• The Rev. David Ewing is the pastor 
of the new Church Extension project in 
Kansas City, Missouri. effective Nov. 1, 
1974. 
• The R ev. Philip J_ Yntema is now 
serving the Bloomingdale Baptist 
Church, Bloomingdale, Ill. H e pre
viously was the assistant pastor of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. Vancouver, 
B.C. 

SURPRISES IN HAWAII 

(continued from page 15) 

while she was cleaning our room. She 
wondered why our rooms were so neat 
and clean. I asked her if she was a 
Christian . She said she was a Buddha 
worshiper. I told her that when one 
received Christ into one's li fe. he 
cleanses with in and the Christian cleans 
up the outside. One's body is to be 
the temple for the Lord . She listened, 
the n said she would see me the next 
day. I presented her with a gift and a 
Gideon tract. "A Tip for You," again 
expla ining the plan of salvation. 

We flew to H awaii. the Orchid isle. 
to see more of God's handiwork. The 
Orchid Gardens were filled with flowers 
and orch ids everywhere. 

The coffee plantations we saw were 
the only ones in the Un ited States where 
some of the finest coffee is grown . T he 
macadamia nut orchards were a high
light. Ladies, those of you who have 
tasted these nuts wi ll agree that they 
are the best-25 calories in each nut. 
If you a re a dieter. beware. lest you 
be tempted! 

My concept of the Islands has 
changed. There are many C hristians 
and Christian churches there. but with 
Buddha and Shinto worship, there is 
a need for more workers. We were told 
that vacationers from the mainland and 
other nations bring in immorality and 
venereal disease. The native Hawaiians 
are aware of this. May we be careful 
in our dai ly walk as we come into con
tact with others tha t we might be a true 
witness wherever we go and in what-

ever we do. D 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 

FIRST THINGS 

FIRST 
The floods which engulfed twothirds of 
Bangladesh in August and September 
left 15 million Bengalis without any 
personal belongings. They destroyed 
m uch of the stored food, all of the cur
rent crops and many of the r ice seed
lings to be used for a new crop. With 
an annual per capita income of $50 or 
less Bangladesh is still one of the 
world's poorest nations. This country, 
formerly known as East Pakistan, has 
about 80 million people and is the 
world's eighth most populous land. 
Whereas ~ormerl y I 0,000 people died 
each day m Bangladesh, this figure has 
skyrocketed after the floods. 

When hurricane Fifi slammed into the 
coast of Honduras, it left a path of 
d~ath and destruction. An estimated 
~1ght to ten thousand people lost their 
hves, mostly as a result of the floods 
that followed Fifi . 
~he dreaded onslaught of mass star

vation and epidemics invaded the 
African nations from Ethiopia to the 
sub-Sahara. Babies and adults in the 
drought-ridden countries have died by 
the hundreds of thousands, and an esti
mated five million people are living 
under _the constant threat of death by 
starvation. Paul S. Rees, editor-at-large 
of World Vision, thinks that "hunger
raw, gnawing, numbing hunger- is one 
of the most . unflatterin g, unnerving 
marks of our grossly maladjusted civi
lization." 

T urkey has forbidden Christian wor
~hip in that part of Cyprus occupied by 
its troops. According to Greek Ortho
dox Church leaders, more than 170 
churches in 140 towns and villages are 
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either closed or are being used by the 
Turks for non-religious purposes. 

Libyan Chief of State Muammar el
Quaddafi declared that the African 
continent must rid itself of "European" 
Christianity which, he said, is a "tool 
of Colonialism." 

With the official recognition and U .N. 
sanction of the PLO (Palestinian Lib
eration Organization) terrorism has 
been made fashionable, and the com
mandment "Thou shalt not kill" has 
been changed to read: "Kill only if 
necessary and for sure if it helps ad
vance your course." 

As Christians who are rooted in their 
Bi?Ie all these events do not really sur
prise us. Because already 2,000 years 
a?o Jes~.s, t~e Prince of Peace, pre
~1cted: 1".at1on shall rise against na
t10n , and kingdom against kingdom; and 
there shall be earthquakes in various 
places, and there shall be famines and 
troubles: these are just the beginnings 
of ~o~rows" (Mark 13:8). However, 
Christians cannot use this pre-knowledge 
as an excuse to sit back, watch the 
events and do nothing about it. Christ 
ha_s called us to feed the hungry, to give 
drmk to the thirsty and shelter to the 
stranger, to clothe the naked to visit 
the sick and imprisoned (Matthew 
25:35-36). 

With a third of the world's people 
hungry or starving and an even greater 
number " lost" in the Christian sense of 
the word, North American Baptists can 
no longer afford to limit their involve
ment to reading about it and "praying 
for the world. " We will have to pool 
our resources to keep pace with a fast 
mov.i n~ world. We will have to give 
sacnficially. The sharing- for Christ's 
sake-of our personal belongings, be it 
money, natural goods o r invested time 
and talent, will certainly not el imina te 
all the starving and suffering in the 
world. But at least it will give us the 
~ewarding and satisfying feeling of hav
in g obeyed Christ's command who then 
will say to us : "As you did i ~ to one of 
the least of these my brethren you did 
it to me" (Matt h. 25:40). 

This is no time for unending discus
sions for example of the pros and cons 
of pantsuits (as much as the editor 
likes the "Letters to the Editor" !) and 
other trivia l matters. Let us move on 
to the essent ia ls of our Christian· fa ith. 
~et us unite and work "for the ni ght 
is coming." Instead of criticiz ing our 
fellow Christians' habits and appear
ance we. should be looking up, for our 
redemption draws nigh. Looking up to 
God will enable our eyes to see the need 
around us and wi ll prompt us to help. 

RJK 

letters to the editor 

Dear Editor: 
I just finished reading the December 

1973 issue of the BAPTIST H ERALD 
(in August!) and was saying to my
self how much I enjoyed going through 
the variety of a rticles and reading 
about what is happening to the many 
people and churches in our denomina
tion- when I came across the letter to 
the 'editor in OPEN DIALOGUE. I 
cou ld not disagree too violently with 
Mr. David Ehman! I pray that each 
Ch ris tian in a ll our N .A.B. churches 
might not only talk about evangelism 
but a lso make evangelism the OB
SESSION of his life! It seems to be 
that our Lo rd's last command to us 
can not be taken too seriously. As I 
read the Bible, all the prophets and 
New Testament evangelists were OB
SESSED with the Good News of the 
death and resurrection of our Lord. 

In answer to his question: "When 
will we minister to the needs of our 
own people-those who sit in ~ur 
pews week after week?" I would hke 
to suggest that what our people NEED 
most is just to get OUT of those pews 
and do some evangelism themselv~s~ 
Don' t leave it a ll to the pastor. Wilh 
D. Gutowski , M.D. , Warwar, Nigeria. 

Dear Editor: I am sure you must 
realize your great opportunity to in
fluence our entire conference, pastors 
and people, by the select articles you 
publish. I think you have done a good 
job in refining headings and articles 
for our "Baptist Herald." I would like 
to see more articles by our own pas
tors. I think our people may be en
couraged by good thoughts from the 
men ordained to lead our churches. 
May the Lord bless your good work for 
our Lord through our confere.nc~. 
Adolph Braun, pastor, Warren, M1ch1-
gan . 

BAPTIST HERALD 

Dear Editor: I want to voice my ob
jection to the UNICEF advertise
ment in the October issue of the BAP
TIST HERALD. I am for helping 
needy children, but we as Christians 
need not channel our money through 
Communist controlled agencies. Al
though this connection with the Com
munists may be very small. 

I think we should not give our en
dorsement to questionable organiza
tions. Jakob Klingenberg, pastor, 
Houston, Texas. D 

Dear Editor: 
My brother in New York (an edi

tor) , says of BAPTIST HERALD: 
"It obviously is in the hands of people 
who know what they're about. It's a 
smart magazine job, well-written , with 
effective layouts. They haven't gone 
"mod" in the manner of Jesus freaks. 
It retains the requisite dignity of a 
religious magazine". To which I say: 
Editor R. J . Kerstan, take a bow. 
Walter E. Kohrs, Peoria, Illinois. 

APOSTLE . . . 

(continued from page 11) 

"Beloved Friends, Thank you so 
much for the carton of varieties of 
fluid foods sent to me through Mr. 
and Mrs. Hoepner. I am now just 
about ending my appointment on 
earth for my Lo rd, and wish to en
courage you all to continue the work 
of fai th God has given you. Go on 
teaching, telling, healing with con
fidence in C hrist who promised: "Lo, 
I am with you always." Though it is 
not possible for me to meet every 
one of you in person now, or that 
you wi ll be present at my funeral , 
I wish you God's richest blessings in 
his vineyard as you continue your 
work in Cameroon. Now, as Job, 
I will say: I know that my redeemer 
liveth and I shall see him. Though 
my body shall be destroyed by 
worms, yet in my flesh I shall see him 
and live with him forever. We shall 
all meet and rejoice with him in that 
better and glorious home. Until 
then, fa rewell ." 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 
Robert Jam 

"Be fa ithful until death, and I wi ll give 
you the crown of life." Enter in, fa ith
ful Robert , to the glories prepared for 
you by H im whom you served so long 
and so triumphantly! D 

February 1975 

HITCH YOUR WAGON TO A HORSE 
(continued from page 13) 

But maybe you are like the student 
who, when I was talking about this 
same idea in class one day, blurted out, 
"Okay, Prof, I give up, what's my 
gift?" My response was. "Your gift is 
usually where your joy is." What do 
you enjoy doing? Identify your joy and 
you may have isolated your gift. Build 
your future around your gifts, not 
around your dreads. 

Identify the limits of your life. You 
are hemmed in to some degree by your 
past, your parents, your stature, your 
thyroid, and a thousand other things. 
But so are we all. 

I'm not sure that I or anyone else 
can tell you how to live with your 
limitations. Personally, I'm still hung 
up on that one. But I have learned 
that one can acknowledge limitations 
without letting that fact dominate his 
life. You will discover, I hope, if you 

haven't a lready, that there is a lot of 
room for reaching and stretching and 
becoming even within the bounds of 
your personal limitations. 

Quit waiting for the time of "arrival" 
to come in your life. Big things don't 
just happen up on life's scene. They 
are worked for in painful solitude, 
apart from public applause. 

Do the thing at hand, the common 
thing, the ordinary thing, the unspec
tacular but necessary things. There is 
healing in it. And satisfaction. And 
joy. It is the way to get where you 
want to go. Actually, it takes longer 
to get where you are going and to be
come who you want to be than once 
you thought. There are no shortcuts. 

A closing quote for you from 
Thomas Carlyle: "To me also was 
given, if not victory, yet the conscious
ness of Battle, and the resolve to per
severe therein while life or faculty is 
left." D 

INVEST IN <iOO'S WORK 
TO BUILD NEW CHURCHES 

through the 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
The Church Extension Investors Fund is a not-for-profit corpora
tion serving the North American Baptist General Conference 
churches. 

The purpose of the Fund is to encourage Church Extension 
churches to build , by providing interest-bearing loans to qualified 
new churches engaged in building programs. 

Any individual , family, or church may participate in the Fund by 
investing multiples of $100.00. Term deposits earn 51/2 to 61/2 
percent annual interest . Interest is paid on January 1st and 
July 1st. 

For further information and investment application , please write 
to : 

CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

WANTED 

CAMP MANAGER / EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR required for G reen Bay 
Baptist Camp located near Kelowna, B.C., to assume overall responsibility for 
development and implementation of a yea r-round camping and conference 
program. Camp has accommodation for 140 campers and staff , including 
manager's residence. Please submit resume, including salary requirements, 
ava ilability and references to W. Hemerling, Camp Board C hai rman, 6929 Ash 
Street, Vancouver, B.C. , V6P 3K5, Canada. 
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WElCOIEm SWEDEN 
13th 

Baptist World Congress 
Stockholm 

July 8 - l 3, 1975 

THE LAND OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN 

JOIN THE 

N.A.B. BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS TOUR 

June 29-July 21 , 1975 

SEE 
England-Norway-Sweden-Denmark 

Germa 9-switzerland 

Price from New York - $1,627.85 

Optional Route after Congress-July 13-21 : 

Copenhagen - Helsin ki - Leningrad - Moscow - Kiev 

Price from New York for optional route - .p . ,7L.5.05 

Sponsored by NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Baptist Herold 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park , !llinois 60130 

Non-profit organization. 
Second class postage 
paid at Forest Park, lllinois 601 30 
and at additional mailing offices. 

For informat ion : Conta ct your pastor o r w rite for brochure 

Rev. John Binde r, 7308 Madison Street, Forest Park, Illinois 60130 


