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When Christ Died by Ervin Gerlitz 

ft was a somber day when Christ died ... 
A day when hope died, 

and despair moved in. 
A day when goodness died, 

and evil ruled. 
A day when love died, 

and hate prevailed. 
Hope goodness and love-gone. . ? 

Without these who would want to live anyway. 

ft was a day when good had done its best 
d 't wasn't good enough. 

and f~un. 1 looked honestly into their 
The d1sc1pfes haddeachognized their potential for 

own hearts an rec 
failure, w~en ?!~ey asked, 
" Lord, is it I · ade his defense of Christ before 

Nicodemus ha~ m ·t was unheeded. 
the Sanhedrin, but I ff' ·a1 spokesman for God, 

· t as the o 1c1 d. " The High Pries.' d' nt tor one man to ie ... . 
had said, " It is ~xpe ie . 

Pilate's wife pied. . to do with that righteous 
" Have thou nothing . 

" 'f to clear his 
man · · · · d h' hands as 1 . . ,, 

E en Pilate washe ish "found no fault rn h1mh. 
v . e because e d J sus when t e 
cons~ 1 ekn~ his life to d~fen b t eit was a futile 

peter ris e to arrest hrm. u 
guards came d in the Roman 
gesture. have been some g~o ueness of Jesus 

There must ognized the un1q 
soldier who.rec " 
when he said, was the Son of God.d John " the 

"Truly this Man h loved Jesus, t~t o' \he cross 
The womde~.5~p~" &{ootS t~o~; so eloquent, yet 

belove ,' ss gesture o ' 
. a ne\P e d N' d ,n tile! Arimathea an ico emus 
so tu Joseph of h dead body· /t was the best 

Finally, 
1 

cared tort e ' 
tender y do . . . 
theY couldh d done its very best, 

odness a 
Yes, go 't enough. 

but it ~as~il and hate ruled the day. 
Despair, e oodness and love oeomed d~fJ.? , · · 
~~~~aa as the Christ who was the l1v1ng man~ 
ifestation of hope, goodneBB and love. 

The weakness, the wearirress, the wickedn~ss. w~ich 
even good men are capable of seemed rnvrnc1ble 
that day. . 

The disciples all forsook him and fl ed . · · 
The political rulers compromised in order to 

buy the favor of rabble-rousers. . 
Peter, bold Peter, denied him .three times 
The sorrowing women have no influence . . . 

A tide of successful jealousy, selfish ambition, per­
sonal hate, ugly unbelief and outright rebellion 
a g a in s t God flooded over and destroyed the best 

_ goo d n e s s o f which m e n were capab le . 
The R e v . E rvi n G e rl itz is 
B a lis t C hurc h , R e n ton veas th'? r of the Sierra Height 
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• as 1n t o n . s 

·----

I would like to think that I am a good man .. . 
Haven't I followed Jesus? 

Just as surely as any disc iple, I know he called 
me. 

Haven't I sometimes "stuck my neck out" fo r him? 
Yes, Peter, you 've got company. 

Haven't I loved Jesus? Haven't tears of joy flooded 
my soul as well as my eyes as I thought of his 
grac ious forgiveness of my sins? 

Haven't I preached in the name of Jesus? 
And witnessed-and taught- and invi ted others 

to follow him? 
Why then, isn't evil overcome? Why do men still 

compete with one another, take advantage of one 
another? 
Why is there still so much jealousy and hate and 

unbelief? 
Why ~o much unbelief? So many churches, so many 

r~~10 . programs, so much literature, so much 
v1s1tat1on ! 
" Lord, haven't we been doing our very best for 

you?" 
How su~erfic!al , how ineffectual , how feeble and 

.short-li ved 1s human goodness. 
It rs a tragedy, Lord, 

We wanted to do so much for you. 
We wrote letters and handed out cards and made 

telephone call s. 
We gave responsibility cf leadership to the very 

best talent we could find. 
We prayed, too, Lord 

Well , of course we 
1
·d· h. 

know, ' cou ave done more but , you 

oven Wh 111 ,, 
Thank you e~ he spirit is wi lling the flesh is 'A'.eak~t 

the d ' ear Lord Jesus, that Good Friday is n 
Th en of the story . od' 

ank you that it is on ly the end of human go 
ness 

Tha.nk .you that your goodness, love and mercY 
did not die ! d the 

!hank you that you did the unexpecte ' 
~mpossib le , eful could 
Just when men thought that nothing hoP 
happen. . when J11 :~ 
Thank you that you are only beginning and giV 

have already exhausted themselves 811 
up. b mere hUJ11 

Thank you t hat you are not l irn ite? Xon. 
goodness, strength or deterrni~a the 

Thank you for r ising from the dea hen we fa~il<ed' 
~nd for all that it means to u ~ ~ss and wi 
inexcusab le weakness, weann within 
ness of the world, ic 1<edne5 5 

and particu larly the desperate w 
ou~ own hearts. 

We praise you, God! 
We are defeated. 

HALLbEut You have overcome 
LUJAH! 
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NEWS~FLASH 
STOCKHOLM, Sweden-The 

world 's need for a religious awak­
ening was the main topic when 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn and Billy 
Graham met privately for more 
than an hour here. The exiled 
Russian author was in Stockholm 
to accept h is Nobel Prize fo r 
Literature, and the American 
evangelist was on the fi rst stop of 
a trip to severa l European coun­
tries in which he planned to visit 
religious leaders primarily. 

"Solzhenitsyn has the kind of 
intellect and moral courage that 
the world so desperately needs to­
day," Graham said after the Sun­
day evening (Dec. 8) meeting. 
"His grasp of both history and 
theology is amazing." 

The evangel ist added : "The 
world is facing collapse th rough 
the pressures of the arms race, 
population explosion, hunger, run­
away infla tion and racial tension, 
but mostly because of a spiritual 
vacuum. This is why a worldwide 
spiritual awakening is so sorely 
needed. If we do not have it we 
wi ll rush straight toward Arma­
geddon." 

Among stops on the evangelist's 
itinerary are London and Brussels. 
In the British capital he was 
scheduled to have breakfast with 
the new Archbishop of Canter­
bury, Dr. Donald Coggan. In 
Brussels he was to be a dinner 
guest of Leonard F irestone, United 
States Ambassador to Belgium. 
One of Graham' major 1975 com­
mitments is in Brussels, where he 
will speak at a youth event known 
as Eurofes t '75 and at a cru­
sade. O 

Help the subscription 

agent of your church 

by renewing your sub­

scription to the 

BAPTIST HERALD 

and 

L M OMENTS WITH GOD 
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A SPIRITUAL AWAK[NING : 
PURPOS[ AND Mt;ANING IN YOUR Lii=[ by Billy Graham 

Our newspapers and our television 
screens bring news of a hundred and 
one dangerous problems that could ex­
plode into a world conflagration over­
night. If it were not for that eighth 
wonder of the world, Henry Kissinger 
and his magic carpet, and the moral 
courage of Solzhenitsyn, we would 
have little hope from a human point of 
view. Each day seemingly adds to our 
already impressive number of problems 
and crises. A wave of violent crimes, 
mass murders, poli tical kidnappings, 
massive drug abuse, rampant inflation, 
pollution, the breakdown of famil ies, 
a jittery stock market- the list could 
go on and on. 

What is wrong? It is almost a para­
dox that our nation, possessing all the 
economic affluence for enjoying life 
should stand on the very verge of dis­
aster. As Americans we have at our 
beck and ca ll all the necessary arma­
ments for nation al security, but we are 
sti ll insecure. We have all the material 
possessions deemed essential for happi­
ness, but we are unhappy. Science has 
brought us close to a material paradise 
but we also stand on the precipice of 
hell itself. Mi llions of Americans are 
happy on the outside, but deep down 
something is missing: you are empty 
bored, searching for purpose and mean~ 
~ng in life- or just pu tting your mind 
m neutral and taking a fa talistic att i­
tude. A distinguished Bri tisher said re­
cently that he visi ted an American home 
that seemed to have everything. There 
were t~ree cars in the garage, a gor­
geou_s living room laden with expensive 
furniture and a color T V set, a ki tchen 
fi lled wi th ~he latest gadgets , and a 
large pool with a beautiful patio. How­
ever, the lady of the house was reading 
a bo~k enti tled, "How to be happy." 

Thmgs have becom~. so d iscouraging 
that one woman awa1tmg the birth of 
her baby was quoted in the press the 
ot~er day as saying, "I don't want my 
child to be born in a world like this." 
A grandparent wistfully said to me "I 
wonder what kind of world my gr;nd­
chil~ren are going to Jive in. I'm 
afra id for them." 

Some have accused me of being a 
moral alarmist who leans on the panic 
button. But i have traveled over the 
world too much, talked privately to 

This article was excerpted from a 
speech at Kansas State University, by 
permission of Dr. Graham. 
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many of our national leaders, and 
sifted the fears and concerns of the 
average American too many times to 
be overly optimistic about the state of 
our nation. It is now possible to agree 
with Oswald Spengler that th is gen­
eration will see the decline of Western 
civilization. The fissures have appeared 
and we cannot cement them. The road 
ahead is down, unless God intervenes. 
I once asked my long-t ime friend John 
Steinbeck what would save America. 
H e thought a moment and thought­
fully answered, "A catastrophe." 

I see nothing wrong about be ing a 
realist : seeing things as they are, " tell­
ing it like it is." Indeed , the worst 
course of action would be to bury our 
heads in the sand and shrink o r hide 
from the dangers that threaten to en­
gulf us. 

What are these dangers? What is 
the nature of the crisis that faces 
America? Do we have the spiritual re­
sources to resist the dangers and sur­
vive the crisis? 

First of all, there is a political cris is! 
T he furor over Waterga te had a pro­
found and unsettling effect on our na­
tion. To me the most disturbing aspect 
of Watergate is not the crimes that have 
been comm itted, though they are bad 
enough. The most d istu rb ing thing is 
the reaction of millions of young 
Americans who may become cynical 
and disillusioned with our whole govern­
mental system. U nless th is d isease of 
the spirit is checked and reversed, it 
could undo us, we could come unglued. 
Democracy cannot survive when the 
people have lost confidence in it , and 
when confidence has been seriously 
eroded, no democ racy can function ef­
ficiently and effectively. 

Sec~ndly, we face an economic cris is. 
We enioy the highest standard of living 
of any nation in the history of the world. 
We are the best fed , the best clothed 
and the best housed people in history. 
B~t we are also beginning to pay the 
pn ce fo r our affluent Jiving and ou r def-
1c1t spending. Just to pay the interest 
on the National Debt costs over one 
half bi llion dolla rs a week Ev . · en an 
eco_nom.1c foo~ ought to see that this 
pohc~ is leading to disaster . In fla tion 
has hi t every American We hav · e spent 
our money and ou r grandchi ld ren's 
money. We may be the last of the big 
spenders. We are told that the e · . • nergy 
cns1s may be here to stay. We read in 
the press that a worldwide food crisis 

grips the world. We are even told that 
there may be a shortage of bread in 
this count ry by the end of the year. I 
was told the othe r day that the world 
is only one crop a way from world-wide 
disaster. In other words. if we lose one 
crop, a fa m ine will sweep the world on 
a scale th at history has never known. 

Third ly, we face a wave of political 
terrorism. Some of my "contacts'' tell 
me that it is only the beginn ing. 

The proble ms that are mounti ng are 
very simila r to those in pre-Hitler Ger­
many. 

But the supreme cris is tha t confron ts 
us is neither poli tica l nor econo mic. It 
is moral and spiritual. And if we fa il to 
solve this moral and spiritual crisis we 
may be doomed like the great nati ~~s 
of the past who fa iled to solve the cri sis 
of the human spirit. 

The signposts of the moral and spir­
itual c risis are all around us. Morally 
and spi ritua lly our cou ntry is in mor­
tal danger. Desperately mill ions are 
turning to India n Gurus, the occult­
and thank God millions o f others are 
turn ing to the Bible. The popularity of 
"The Exorcist" ind icates A meri ca's fas­
cination with demons, evi l and the devi l. 

The spi ri tual problem is an ind ividual 
problem, no t s imply a poli tical, govern­
mental, educational o r econo mic prob­
lem- it is one that rests wi th you and 
me. Society is made up of ind ividuals, 
and there can and wi ll be no lasting 
socia l reform until the individua ls who 
make up society are reformed . The 
problems of society are caused by men 
a nd women in our society. We are _a 
na tion o f ind ividua ls, and we are peri­
lously close to reproducing the Ji fe-sty_le 
of the people in the Book of J udges 111 
the Old Testa ment of whom it is said: 
"Every man d id \~ha t was right in h is 
own eyes." Take a hard look at A meri­
ca and a ll of its problems. It is not 
unli ke a mir ro r in which you see your­
self, with a ll the confusion, em pti ness 
and self-centeredness that d well in you. 
Jeremiah, the prophet, sa id , "T he heart 
is dece itful above a ll th ings, a nd des­
pera tely wicked; who can know it?" 

Jerem ia h lived more than 2, 500 years 
ago. His nati on was passi ng through 
a series of c rises very simila r to ou r 
own. Like A merica, Judah had a Jong 
history, and had passed through man)' 
crises successfull y. Je remiah, however, 
said that the cris is of his own day was 
deeper than an y previous one. 

BAPTIST HERALD 
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Like modern America , the people of 
Jeremiah's time faced external enemies. 
T he nat ion was threatened by one of 
the mighties t empires the world had 
ever known ... the Babylonian Empire 
under King Nebuchadnezzar. As a 
result of this threat, the nation was 
torn and d iv ided politica lly. Some ad­
voca ted surrender. Some sought a n al­
liance with another st rong nation to es­
tablish a balance of power. Still others 
wishfully thought nothing was wrong, 
and c ried aloud : "Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace" (Jer. 8 :11 ). 

Like modern America, the people of 
Jeremiah's time were caught up in an 
economic crisis. Vast sums of money 
were spent to build fortified ci ties and to 
support la rge a rmies. Large amoun ts 
of money also went to pay tribute to 
foreign powers, a nd this meant the 
people were slowly being bled to death 
economically. 

But also like modern America, the 
greatest crisis of the kingdom of Judah 
was moral and spiritual. Jeremiah said, 
"Were they ashamed when they com­
mitted abomi nation? No, they were n ot 
at all ashamed; they d id not know how 
to blush ." God had richly blessed the 
nation in the past, but the people aban­
doned God and chose to go it alone. 
Je re miah warned that God's judgment 
would surely overtake the m if they d id 
not repen t and turn to God. 

I am often asked, "Is America at the 
crossroads?" M y answer is an em­
phatic " no !" I do no t th ink that Amer­
ica is at a c rossroads today. You see, 
the image of the crossroad implies that 
we are at a place where we can choose 
one or more roads to follow. I think 
we have already made a choice at a 
crossroads some time ago. I doubt 
that anyone can specify the exact time 
when this choice was made . .. but it 
has been made. We are well along the 
dead e nd road we deliberately chose to 
fo llow. In a nat ion which will pay an 
acto r three mill ion dollars to play in a 
pornographic film or make a heroine of 
an actress who d isplays her talents of 
sexual perve rsion on the screen ; who 
not only makes heroes of people who 
are calling for the overthrow of the 
government, but pays them hi~h fees 
for their speeches, then we are m deep 
trouble . America reminds me of a men­
ta l inst itut ion where the patients have 
taken over and have locked up the 
doctors. Ou r va lues are upside down. 
We are not th inking straight. The cho ice 
was made when America as a nation 
abandoned obedience to God and to h is 
moral Law. We chose the road of 
secula rism. hedonism, material ism and 
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moral perm1ss1veness. It is true of 
course that there are millions of individ­
ual Americans who have not abandoned 
obedience to God or to his moral Law. 
It is also true that millions of people 
a re responding to the proclamation of 
the Gospel, but these encouraging facts 
should not lead us to self-delusion that 
all will work out ; that the coming judg­
me nt will be ave rted ; that our nat ion 
as a nat ion is following God. 

The Bible contains many warnings. 
The Apostle P aul in his letter to the 
Romans warned of the danger of delib­
erately forfeiting the truth of God and 
accepting "a lie." He said if they con­
tinued in this d irection they could be 
sure they would reap the harvest of the 
evil they had sown. Three t imes Paul 
sa id, "God gave them up." There comes 
a point beyond which no nation, no 
communi ty, no fami ly, nor even a n 
individual can go without being judged 
by God. When we reach that point o f 
moral decadence and idolatry, "God 
gives us up." Nothing is left but ter­
ri fy ing judgment, both in this life and 
in the life to come. 

Like the people of the time of Jere­
mi ah, God has mightily blessed us in 
the past. Our nation was founded on 
fi rm mora l principles ; our forefathers 
wanted this to be a nation in which 
God was honored . But what has h ap­
pened? We have abandoned God, and 
we face the imminent danger of being 
abandoned by him. 

What is the answer to the cris is that 
faces us at this hour? In the midst of 
the current crisis the greatest mistake 
we could make would be to fa il to d i­
agnose the illness o r to offer an effec­
tive remedy. To many in Jeremiah's 
day the answers seemed clear enough, 
o r so they thought. If the crisis was 
politi cal, the answer must su rely be to 
take some sort of fi rm political action. 
If the crisis was economic. the answer 
must be to take some sort of economic 
action. But Jeremiah said these answers 
alone were futile. Jeremiah said the 
rea l crisis was moral and spiritual not 
economic a nd poli tical. The answer, 
therefore , could never be politics or 
economics. Before the economic and 
political prohlems were tackled, the na­
t ion must repent of its sin and tu rn back 
to God for forgiveness. The nat ion must 
seek aga in the way of God and walk in 
the law of God. 

This is the only answer " ultimately" 
to America's problems. Yes, we do 
need election reform laws to prevent 
another Waterga te. Yes, we do need to 
take practical steps to avert a threat­
e ned economic recession . Yes, we need 

to change the structures of society so 
that there is more justice in the land. 
But all of these will fa il if they are not 
linked with a return to God on the part 
of the people of this nation . 

We have seen in recen t days an 
a mazing example of moral courage in 
the person of Solzhenitsyn. He was a 
bright young mathematicia n and a rtil­
lery officer, a dedicated Communist, 
when he was thrust in to the prison sys­
tem of the Soviet U nion. T hat sys­
tem beca me a school where he met 
other prisoners, learned about the de­
mocracy h e h ad been shut away from. 
He also learned about God. It was 
while in prison that he began to talk 
about G od and write about God. The 
Christian orientation of a Solzhenitsyn 
and a P asternak comes to us as a sur­
prise, but A natoli Kuznetsov, who has 
sought asylum in G reat Britain, told 
Malcolm Muggeridge that there is 
scarcely a single w riter, a rtist, musician 
or scientist in the Soviet Union in whom 
a similar o rientation was n ot to be de­
tected. M uggeridge asked him b ow this 
could h ave happened, given the enor­
mous anti -religious brainwashi ng job 
done on the people, and the absence of 
all Christ ian lite rature. His reply is 
memorable: the authori ties, he said, 
forgot to suppress the works of T olstoy 
and Dostoyevsky. 

Sitting in our safe ho mes, or going to 
a beautiful university, there is no single 
one of us who does not ask h imself 
whether he could have the courage to 
lay his life on the line. Where d id Solz­
heni tsyn get this kind of courage? 

You can find the a nswer all the way 
th rough his books. He su mmarized it 
in a poem that was published in Vogue 
Magazine : 

"How simple fo r me to live with 
you, 

0 Lord ! H ow easy to believe 
in you ! 

When, in confusion, my soul bares it­
self or bends, 

when the most wise can see no 
further than this night 

and do not know wh at the mor­
row brings: 

you fi ll me with the clear cer­
ta inty 

that you exist and that you 
watch 

to see that a ll the paths of 
r ighteousness be not closed. 

From the heights of worldly glory 
I am astonished by the path 
th rough despair you h ave pro­

vided 
me- t his path from 

(Continued 011 P<IR<' 31) 

5 



Dear Dr. Schilke: The N agoya Cru­
sade was held here during October/ 
November for eight days. During the 
afternoon of the last day of the crusade 
I decided to have a party fo r a num­
ber of friends with the idea that we 
all would attend the crusade together. 
At my party were seven Japanese 
friends from my Atako Co. class-two 
former studen ts from Matsusaka Col­
lege and one Taiwanese girl fri end who 
speaks both Japanese and English. Also 
I invited Reimer Clausen and another 
German missionary friend of mine­
also Lois Faust. 

The party was a huge succ:ess-I 
think t~e ~ery best I've given, but I 
;~s ~ b~'tb disappointed when fi ve of my 
rien ~ 'owed out" at the last minute 

and d1dn t attend the crusade. How­
ever, five friends, all non-Christians 
did go with us four Christi ans. ' 

My friends were really surprised at 
the number of people at the auditorium 
and. a~ the neat music. The Japanese 
Christians reall y did a lot of pre . para-
t1on, and everything just tu rned out so 
neat. . It was a real good first-time 
experience for the fou r who h ad . never 
attended any such Christ ian meeting or 
service. My friends thought it was great 
that I got to go f . d orwar and receive 
a copy of the speaker's book for brin -
ing so many people. g 

h But that wasn't the neatest thing that 
appened. One of my friends S S 

was on d ' · ., . ce a stu ent o f mine at Matsu-
saka College. I am a firm believer in 

Miss Bonnie B. Phillip~ 1-.. a 1 . . . · " s 1011-term 
1111ss1onary stationed in Nag J 

oya, apan . 
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to Nor 
Baptists 

doing whatever possible to build deep 
friendships, and since the only way of 
doing this is by spending time with 
people, I was forever getting the college 
girl to come the 21/2 hours to Nagoya 
to spend a Saturday with me. Miss S. 
was one girl who rea lly liked this idea. 
She came a number of times before her 
? rad.uation, and afterwards she got a 
JOb m Nagoya; so she came over o ften 
~fter that. I have to admit that feed­
ing ~nd entertaining gi rls can get ex­
pensive a nd tiresome after awhile. But 
r managed 0.K., and it sure turned out 
to be really worthwhile, because during 
these visits I was able to share my fa ith 
With her. 

1 remember my first opportunity: 
When she s tayed over nigh t and when 
it was time for bed she asked me if 
J prayed before I went to sleep. I fe lt 
then that someday she would become 
a Christ ian. 

Well , a t. the close of the meeting when 
Rev. Tak1moto gave an invitation and 
the cho ir sang in Japanese "Just As I 
~m", Miss S. was rea lly touched. Tea rs 
JUSt rolled down her cheeks, I asked her 
if she would like me to go forward with 
her. Together with arms around each 
other we went and J listened as she 
accep ted Christ. It was a beautiful ex­
perience. 

And. neater yet- which J think you'll 
appreciate-she has been attending 
c hu rch every Sunday since this time and 
has been accepted read ily into the 
yout h group. She a lso allended ou r 
you th retrea t this weekend. 

So God is rea ll y us ing our eITorts 
here-that's for sure. J. had the back-

grou nd for a decision because she a t­
tended Lucy Wipf's-Matsusaka En­
glish Bible class. And in her testimony 
she mentioned this as being a real im­
portant part of her decision. 

H ere is still ano ther exa mple of G od's 
.concern fo r individuals. A close fr iend 
of mine, Mr. K ., attended the c rusade 
wi th us. I found out some interesting 
th ings afterward. He told me "a coin­
cidence had occurred !" His mother, 
he sa id, is a Christian, something he h ad 
never told me before. When he was 
young she took him to Sunday school. 
When Rev. Takimoto spoke in the cru­
sade, something about him brought back 
memories to h im. He wrote down Rev . 
Tak imoto's name a nd took it to his 
mother. It t urned out that Rev. Taki­
moto was his o ld Sunday school teacher 
and pastor of the chu rch they attended 
almost 20 years ago . This incident 
really impressed Mr. K., and I believe 
he is doing some real thinking. I'm 
sure his mother is pray ing for him, as 
Lois and I are. 

One o ther neat thing whi ch both 
Lois and I were able to do was attend 
a tradit ional Japanese wedding in T o­
kyo. One of my fri ends paid for both 
our trips just because he k new it would 
most like ly be ou r only chance. We 
attended the Shinto ceremony and d in­
ne r party. It was beautiful but also 
very sad. It was a good ex per ience for 
us, bec:ause it made us both a ll the 
more thankful for the reality of Christ 
in our lives. 

I jus t though you might li ke to hear 
some of the neat th ings happening 
here. Bonnie Ph ill ips D 

BAPTIST HERALD 

CALLED 
TO DEMONSTRATE 
CHRIST'S 

LOVE 
by Fred Folkerts 

~[ffi~[f [O)~[U]~~ ITiJ ~ 

[OJ~ fBJITiJ~ lrr~o [O)fBJ~~ W!l lffirrfBJ~~ 
Dr. D avid Grab ke ente red the operating room at B anso 
Baptis t H ospital as I left. H e had completed his early 
mo rning rounds of the hospital wards and was ready for 
the three fo llowing surgery cases of the morning. I h ad 
watched the first surge ry w hile Dr. Diete r L emke per­
formed a n eye ca taract surgery. The two docto rs were 
scheduled to d o the remaining surgeries togethe r. I no ticed 
the e nthusiasm and e nergy which characterized Dr. 
Grabkc's moveme nts. H e wan ted to assimila te the special­
ties of tropical medicine and surg ica l practice in orde r to 
work most effectively in the place where the Lord h as 
called him to missionary service. H e a nd his w ife a nd 
two c hildren had a rrived on the mission field in October 
1974 a nd we re in the process of ge tting settle d when I 
vis ited Cameroon in November , 1974. 

David a nd D iane Gra bke were appointed for missionary 
service in Cameroon by the Board of Missio ns in April, 
1974. Missionary li fe is not s trange to D avid. H e is the 
son of Rev. a nd Mrs. Philip Grabke, w ho se rved for a 
numbe r of years as miss io naries to the Ind ians under o ur 
m iss io nary society. David was born in Winnipeg, M a ni­
toba, o n Feb . 21 , 1948. H e comple ted his high sc hool 
educatio n in 1965 a t Camrose, Alberta, a nd then a tte nded 
the Camrose Luthe ran College for one year in 1965-1 966. 
H e completed his Bache lo r o f Science d egree in 1969 
a nd Docto r of M edic ine at the U niversity of Albe rta in 
1972. fn 1967- 1968 D avid was a team me mber of God's 
V o lunteers. H e says of this year , "The best year o f my 
li fe ! This year rea lly molded m y C hrist ian experie nce and 
prepa red me to be a vesse l whic h the H oly Spirit could 
fill." 

1 n his applicat ion for m issionary service D avid rela tes 
his convers io n exper ience. H e accepted Christ at an early 
age. H e says, "At the age of s ix I remember the firs t t ime 
I prayed a defin ite prayer of repe nta nce for s ins forgive n. " 

The Rev. Fred Folkerts is the associate secretary for Over­
seas Missions of the North A merica11 Baptist Conference. 
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He was baptized in 1955 at Edenwold, Saskatch ewan, by 
the R ev. R e inhard N e uma n . 

Regarding his call to C hristia n service D avid says, "At 
the age of nine, I first felt the call to full-time service. 
This was repeated in high school. I almost entered the 
ministry but felt God leading m e into m edicine. I have 
had some difficulty in interpre ting this call-does it mean 
full-time service abroad, or full-time service for C hrist a s 
a witnessing Chris tian doctor he re?" Dr. Grabke says, 
"My purpose in life is to lead people to Jesus Christ as 
Savior, L ord and Master. I have chosen to do this through 
ministering to the needs of their bodies, thus dem onstra t­
ing love. At the same time I look for opportunities to re­
veal Christ through the spoken word to those who h ave 
come to me for physical help." 

Dr. D avid a nd Mrs. Diane Grabke were married on 
Augus t 2, 1969. They a re blessed w ith two children , 
Lisa Diane, born on Feb. 9, 1971 , and M a rk D avid, born 
o n M ay 13, 1974. Following a year of internship in Ed­
monton, D r. Grabke spent one year in Meadowlake, 
Saskatchewan , as a general practitioner. It was during this 
year when the Grabkes completed their application for 
overseas mission ary serv ice. 

Mrs. Grabke, n ee Dia ne E lizabeth D e war , was born on 
April 10, 1950 in Vancouve r, B.C., to Mr. and Mrs. 
D . J. D ewar . She completed he r high sch ool in 1968 a nd 
earned a Bache lo r of Scie nce in nursing from the U ni­
vers ity of A lbe rta in 1972. 

Dia ne grew up in a C hristia n atmosphere but was not 
clear on he r own position throughout her growing years. 
Dia ne accepted C hrist as he r personal Savior while she 
was in univers ity. H er contact with a born-again C hris­
tian girl helped h er to expe rience in a personal way that 
" even though me n sin they ca n through the me rcy of 
God still obta in salva tion th rough a personal belief a nd 
acceptance of C hrist as t he ir persona l Savior." She speaks 
of he r C hristia n call in the following way: "I have felt 
a responsibility to others in this world to promote the 
acceptance of C hrist a mong a ll races of people." She was 
baptized in October, 1969, a t the Meadowlark Baptist 
C hurch in Edmonton by the R ev. William W. Sibley. 

Dr. and Mrs. Grabke a nd their children have a lread y 
had several weeks to adjust to the new work w hich the 
Lo rd has !!iven them . D avid a nd I sat on the ir front 
po rch Iooki'itg out over the b eautiful Oku Mountains w hile 
Dia ne served le mo na de. They were enthused over their 
early experiences in Cameroon. They told m e of t he tu a ,:, 

of home a nd loved o nes but they also spoke of the joy 
a nd rewards of miss io na ry service. In a recent letter to 
friends the Grabkes wrote, "Compared to back hom e we 
se~ many n~ore acutely ill pat ie nts. People, especia lly 
c hild re n, a m ve a lmost dead, a nd indeed death is a ll too 
com mon. Each death reminds us m ore of the need of 
the.se people for Jesu s C hrist. T he work is exciting. inter­
es~mg and very rewarding as these people a re very appreci­
a tive. " 

Th~ Grabkcs ~ay : " P 1:ay for us that we might know 
the w ill of God in o ur ltvcs he re a nd m iaht be used of 
him as he secs fit. We p raise God for his ::.many b le ssinas 
upon us ." D .::. 
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The Choir of the Church of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the town of Zhdanov, th e Ukraine. 

fior ECTb JIJOJiOBb. 

::c;;:;;,: ;~· , ,~· c;~onurko, pastor o f the Chu rch of 
1
Y of Dnepropetrovsk, the Ukraine. 
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by P. Shatrov 
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Evangelical Christia ns- A group of Brethren, workers of the Church o f Evang elical Christian s-Baptists in 
the ci ty of Dnepropetrovsk, the Ukraine. 

Rovenskaya Region lies in a pictur­
esque pa rt of West Ukraine in the 
Soviet U nion. Its cities, gardens, fields 
and woods lend it a specia l beauty. 
No trace is left of the sorry past. The 
inhabitants live well and a re prosperous. 
T~oug~ the te rritory of Rovenskaya 

Region is not vast, it contains J 20 
churches of the Evangelical Chr istians­
Baptists wi th about J 3,000 members. 
Every church has a prayer house. 

In my round of Evangelical Baptist 
churches th roughout the Soviet Un ion, 
undertaken for the purpose o f h . preac -
mg the ?ospel, I visited nearly 80 
?hurches in Rovenskaya Region alone 
in the past three o r four years. 

Though the Church of the earl y 

apost les was greatly harassed, there Was 
in her life a period , of wh ich the H oly 
Spirit says: "Then h ad the c hurches 
res t throughou t J udea, a nd G ali lee, and 
Samaria and they were ed ified and walk­
ing in fear of the Lord and in the com­
fo rt of the H oly Spirit were m ultiplied" 
(Acts 9: 3 I ) . 

These words exactly fi t the c hurches 
of Rovenskaya Region which Ji ve in 
peace. Each church has a pastor and 
fro m five to th irty preachers who exorl 
the believers in the Word of God. 

T he du ty of regu lar attenda nce to ~ he 
needs of the c hu rches o f this Region 
rests with the superintende nt, Broth.er 
Piotr Radchuk. He is aided by his assis­
tant and by the Council of pastors, con-

BAPTIST HERALD 

The Choir of the Church of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the settlement of Krupskaya, in the city of 
Dnepropetrovsk, the Ukraine. 

. //ff. f 

'I ' 

Ordination in the Ramo Church of Evangelical Christians­
Baptists in the Ukraine. 

s isting of five experienced members. 
"Singing churches" might be an apt 

name for the c hurches of Rovenskaya 
Region. Every church has one and 
some two choirs wi th from 20 to I 00 
members. T he re are string orchestras. 

T he churches hold three or five wor­
ship services a week , each lasting from 
two to three hours . T he churches are 
a lways overcrowded. 

For the last fo ur years alone have 
nearly J 500 persons in this region be­
come members of the churches through 
baptism. Among the new converts 
there are a lways many young people. 

The year of 1975 will mark the 
thirtieth anniversary o f the date when 
Pentecosta ls joined the Union of Evan-
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gelical Christians-Baptists for their com­
mon service to G od in fulfillment of the 
high priestly prayer of Jesus Christ. 

Until then the churches of Roven­
skaya Region belonged to different re­
ligious unions. 

Of the 120 churches of Rovenskaya 
Region 70 belong to the P entecostals, 
approximately 30 to the Evangelical 
Christ ians-Baptists and 20 are mixed 
ones, consisting of E vangelical Chris­
tians, Baptists and Pentecostals. All 
God's children in that region now live 
in mutual Jove, peace and unity, form­
ing a plend id spiritual fam ily, in which 
they complete each other, spreading 
around them an atmosphere of Chris­
tian Jove. D 

• 

b!j B.C.Schreiber 

T he Jesus Party. By H ugh J. Schon­
field, New York, N.Y. Macmillan 
P ublishing Co., Inc. $7.95. 

This is a difficult book to review. 
There is no doubt that Dr. Schonfie ld 
h as done a great deal of intensive re­
search, but one wonders at times wheth­
er he had a predisposition wh ich pre­
vented him from becoming objective. 
For example he quotes Josephus fre­
quently. Where it does not fit in to his 
theory he states that Josephus furnished 
only a rough and not quite exact ac­
count. At other times he simply quotes 
him without comment. He sets aside 
the account in Acts that Christianity 
started with the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. (Introduction) 
H owever, in chapter 23, he claims to 
have learned more about Christian 
tradition, "though rather garbled," 
through Jewish channels. Epiphanus 
puts him "on the right track" although 
he "makes many bungling statements." 

D r. Schonfield's previous volume, 
''The Passover Plot.., is based on his 
view that Jesus had expected to survive 
crucifixion, and had planned with Jo­
seph of Arimathea for a drug to be ad­
ministered to him whi le on the cross 
which wou ld give the appearance of 
death . Later his body would be re­
moved from the tomb by J oseph so that 
he could be revived . This plan had not 
been made known to his d isciples. 

"The Jesus Party" is a sequel. pro­
claiming that the d issention between 
J udaism and Christianity was political 
rather than religious, and that the au­
thors of the gospels split with the rebels 
a fter the revolt against Rome in 66 
A.D. fai led . They subsequently rewrote 
the story of Jesus in order to placate the 
Roman government and protect the 
Christi ans. Anti J ewish feel ings were 
developed in later generations. -

For the purpose o f history, interest 
and cur iosity they arc worth reading. 
One wonders, however. whether these 
two volumes wi ll fade into obscuritv as 
fost as the "death of God" theorv . . and 
be forgotten along with their p;·opon­
ents. Hamilton and what 's-his-name. 0 
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FOLLOW ME 
TO SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 
by Henry G. Ramus 

Increasing Sund h 1 
growth to the chur% ss~oou~d a~tendance_ a~d bringing new 
day school growth is a ~ a contmumg focus. Sun-
stant effort promot· perdennial task and demands con-

' . ion an good pl . I . 
Sunday school enl annmg. believe a 
a focus. argement campaign can strengthen such 

However, it must be " I 
just a "contest " Oft an en argement campaign" not 
drops back to ~orma~n ;~t.er such an effort the attendance 
upon as merely . ts may be because it was looked 
. a contest to creat th h. 
m attendance While th. . e e ighest number 
should not b~ the only ~s is on~ aspect of a campaign, it 
of ? _campaign in outreoa~~- to e need to m~ke it more 
realistic goals and seek· the community' setting 
up strategy. People a~:g tto ~onserve results with follow-
Christ: T he planning gu~de e o[e~ched to win them to 
ma~enals has helpful guidelines ho nl~rgement campaign 
a~am, keep in mind that the s w this can be done. But 
directly related to good I . uccess of the campaign is 

d h p annmcr prom t. . 
an t e power of the Hot S . . o' o ion, active faith 

Last Fall 31 f Y pmt. 
' o our churche · · 

197 4 Sunday School E I s part1c1pated in the N A B 
theme, "Follow Me Ton S~g~ment Campaign unde~ ~h~ 
seven Sundays from Septem~ ay 2~chool." This involved 
On~ church reported usin er through November 3. 
penod, ending one Sunday 1 t n alternate seven Sunday 
and can be adapted freely t a er. The program is flexible 
only deadline is the date fo meet . y_our local needs. The 

h. h · or rece1vmg 
w IC is usually the first part f D your report form 

The "Follow Me" o ecember. 
program was d · 

new awareness in members ·1 es1gned to create a 
munity of the man y benefits' pfup1 s an_d the whole com-
It h o attending s d 

soug t to motivate absentee and u~ ay school. 
to come to Sunday school Ab prospective members 
should be considered in orde.r t sentees and prospects 

0 o set an ad 
ne way to do this is to first add u equ~ te goal. 

school enrollment. Second! p the ent ire Sunday 
t d . Y, subtract the 
en ance. Thirdly, add to the differ average at-

enrollees not attending regularly F ence the number of 
the number of new members ( ourth , add to the list 
enroll. The final total will b pr~~pects) you want to 

e your Follow Me" I goa. It 
The Rev. Henry Ramus is leadershi d . 
the Church Ministries Depart Pf e ucatwn director of 
B . ment o the N I apt1st Conference. Ort 1 American 
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. and enroll 
represents people you want to reach for Chn st 
in your Sunday school. ,, campaign 

Of those who participated in the "Follow JVf e 11ere from 
last Fall , 22 recorded gains in attendance anY~ hindered 
1.2 percent to a high of 71 percent. Some wer choenhals, 
in reaching their a ttendance goal. Mr. Earl S Baptist 
Sunday school superintendent of Ebenezerh enjoyed 
Church, Shattuck, Okla., reported: " The cf1urc t we had 
this Sunday school enl argement campaign, bLI oainst us 
h . f . g a,, 

t e mis ortune of inclement weather work1J1 bers could 
several Sundays where not all of our own rnerfl ols expe­
b.e there." N ine of the reporting Sunday sc l1~ 1 percent 
n enced a drop in attendance varying from a '.2-
drop over the comparable period one year agO· the per-

The recognition of the results was based ofl campaign 
cen_tage increase in attendance of the 1974 }le Sunday 
pen od over the comparable time in 1973. 'f ·ts success 
school achieving first place attributed m uch of 

1 
e Sunday 

to the newly begun bu s ministry. The top tf1rcecognition 
schools listed in the chart were sent special r v schools 

· · da; 
c1tat1ons. The cha rt also lists the other Sufl crcentage 
a~on_g the top ten that achieved the greatest the preced­
~am m attendance for the seven Sundays over ga ins, the 
mg year . In addition to the top ten highestrcent gains. 
next category or reports varied from 1.2-17 P~ tions was 

Involvement in the campaign by Assocl~ation had 
somewhat limited. The So uthwestern A ssoCI articipat­
~he most churches involved, with s ix churches ~ith four 
mg. Nex~ was Pacific Northwest Associatiofl a nd three 
churches involved. Some Associations had two report ing 
churches, and several had only one churc'1 churches 
~heir involvement. No reports were received f ro~jnnesota­
m the Atlantic, British Columbia Manitoba , 0 ciations. 
LaCrosse, Penn-Ohio a nd South Dakota p.ssreporting, 
Any N.A.B. church cou ld e nter the campaign bY ·chool at­
on forms sent to each church their SundaYf

5
r the last 

te d fi ' d 0 
n ance gures for the seven Sunday perio . scheduled 

~wo years. The next enlargement campaign 1~0 format ion 
_or Sept. 28 to Nov. 9, 1975. Look for more 1 

m ~he mail earl y summer! tile atti tude 
he whole structure of the Sunday school, J 0 raaniza-

of the pe I . · na 0 

. op e towards 1t, and good funct10 11c Sunday 
tional structure needs to be built right into . t guidance 
~cho~l effort on a year round basis. To help give excellent 
in this, GOSPEL LIGHT has published some 

-- Ytt1RALV 

handbooks from their leadership branch called I.C.L. 
(International Center for Learning). Particularly Series 
2 of the ICL handbooks, entitled "Ways to Plan and 
Organize Your Sunday School," wi ll be helpful in the 
enlargement outreach of any Sunday school. In this series, 
there is one handbook for each of the four age levels, 
namely, Early Childhood, Children, Youth and Adult. 
Another excellent book for ·guiding the Sunday school in 
growth is "Grow-Your Sunday School Can Grow" by 

Lowell E. Brown and published by GOSPEL LIGHT. 
These books are available through our Church Ministries 
Department. 

"Follow Me to Sunday School" indeed! People every­
where need tha t encouragement. A Sunday school enlarge­
ment campaign can help. Be assured of this proven fact, 
"any church, anywhere, can increase its attendance, if it 
really wants to have a larger school!" Try an enlargement 
campaign in your Sunday school this fall. D 

197ll Fall Sunday School Enlargement 
Campaign Results 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7 th 

8 th 

9 th 

10th 

March 1975 

(The top ten churches with the greatest percentage gain over the preceding year) 

Redeemer Baptist Church 
Columbus, Nebraska 

First Baptist Church 
Arnprior, Ontario 
Rev. Ken McDonald 

Parkland Baptist Church 
Spruce Grove, Alberta 
Rev. H arold E. Weiss 

Olympic View Baptist Church 
Tacoma, Washington 
Rev. LeRoy Schauer 

Valley View Baptist Church 
Everett, Washington 
Rev. H erbert Vetter 

H azelwood Baptist Church 
Auburn, Washington 
Rev. Bernard Thole 

Highland Baptist Church 
Junction City, Kansas 
R ev. Dwight Brown 

T rinity Baptist Church 
Portland, Oregon 
Rev. R obert Schreiber 

Grace Baptist Church 
West Fargo, North Dakota 
Rev. LeR oy Moser 

Calvary Baptist C hurch 
Parkersburg, Iowa 
Rev. Phyllip Putz 

Southwestern Association 
Lyle Prang, Superintendent 

Eastern Association 

Allan Scheel, Superintendent 

Alberta Association 

Mr. L orne Millar, Superintendent 

Pacific Northwest Association 

J im Snyder, Superintendent 

Pacific Northwest Association 

Dennis Bode, Superintendent 

Pacific Northwest Association 

Mrs. Carol Krebsbach, Superintendent 

Southwestern Association 

Mr. Stanley Abel, Superintendent 

Oregon Association 

Bill Ehmann, Superintendent 

Central Dakota-Montana Association 

LaVane C. Weight, Superintendent 

Iowa Association 

Alfred A nthes, Superintendent 

FOLLOW ME TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
IN 1975 

71 % 

49 % 

42% 

38% 

33% 

32% 

30% 

23 % 

21 % 

18 % 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 
Dear Dr. Borchert, 

. . . I have heard a lot said in our 
church about liberals and conservatives. 
... Please write about this. F.N. 
Dear F .N. 

Thank you for your letter. Corporate 
names applied to people frequently have 
unusual beginnings. The very name 
Christian was not a term first adopted 
by the believers in Jesus, but was a 
designation pinned on them at Antioch. 

Likewise the first Methodists were so 
called by the ir tormentors because of 
their methodical early rising for prayer 
and Bible study. 

Terms like liberal and conservative as 
applied to Christi ans or other r~l.igio~s 
people are relative terms fam iliar m 
other areas of life. It is, for some peo­
ple a very interesting phenomenon to 
learn that the Apostle Paul (who today 
is viewed by many as defini tely a con­
servat ive Christian ) was actually the 
student of Gamaliel, a student himself 
of the most revered Jewish " liberal" 
teacher Hillel. Hillel permitted prac­
tices in Judaism which Shammai the 
"conservative," disapproved as being not 
trad itional and, therefore, as develop­
ments to the Old T estament. While 
some of H illel's views. like those o n very 
easy divorce, would be rejected by 
many C hristians, it was in the context 
of this more open Jewish theology that 
Paul was prepared for the task of think­
ing through the radical change implied 
for the Jews in the coming of Christ. 
o nce God had given hi m the marvelous 
Damascus Road experience. 

What does th is discuss ion about Pau l 
mean for us Christians today? Is it a 
praise of some libera l point of view and 
a condemnation of some conservative 

. t o f view? T o use Paul's own 
poin f b 'd" words: 111e geneto "God or I or 
"Absolutely not." There were many 
Jews. both liberals and conser~at 1ves, 
who were concerned about parties and 
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names but they missed the implications 
of God coming to the world in his son. 
Many on both sides persecuted Paul 
and many were ca lled by Jesus "sons 
of the devil" and not true sons of Abra­
ham (John 8:44). 

T hus, it should be said that a name 
is a designation for the way one thinks 
about his or her belie fs. The conserva­
tive Christian is usually considered to 
be a person who holds to a strict view 
of the interpretation of Scripture and 
affirms such aspects as the mi racle of 
Jesus, the virgin birth and the Lord's 
substitutionary death and resurrectio n. 
The li beral usually tends to take a more 
symbolic view of many of the biblical 
affirmat ions. While there may be some 
who do not fit the pattern. I would say 
that North American Baptists are gen­
erally conservative in their theology and 
hold to a very high view of the biblical 
affirmations. The way orie th inks about 
belief then is definitely impo rtant , be­
cause it indicates so mething abo ut the 
way one looks at God and the life o f 
C hr ist. But the way one th inks is not 
the only thing that the Bible says is 
significant. As a teacher of the New 
T estament I have become keen ly aware 
o f the fact that God seemingly will judge 
people not merely by the things that 
they think, but also by the ways they 
act ( Matthew 25 :44-46) . Even at the 
great whi te throne judgment the Bible 
says that the dead are judged by "what 
they had done" (Rev. 20 : 12 ) . 

In answer to your question then let 
me say that designations te ll us some­
thing about a Christian, but they may 
not tell the whole story. I regret to say 
this : but I suspect that in hell there may 
well be both liberal and conservative 
"Christi ans"-namely, people whose be­
l~efs have not issued in a new style o f 
hfe. Therefore, I plead with a ll N o rth 
American Baptists who would name the 
name of Jesus as their Savio ur and Lo rd 
to let Christ come not onl y into their 
minds but also into their tota l lives and 
wo rk his transforming power in atti­
tude. action a nd thought. How sad it 
would be if in ou r Conference there 
w?uld be someone who would study the 
~1 bl e. go to church regul arly, say the 
right words._ le~ rn Bi ble verses. and yet 
face the reiect1o n o f C hrist. While I 
believe surely that I have been saved 
by Christ-:-praise God- I cannot fo rget 
that the Bible says that judgment begins 
with the household of God. Salvatio n is 
not merely a matte r of words and be­
liefs, it ~s a serious matter of living 
those be liefs. May God bless each of 
us as we seek to li ve for him. G LB 

Equipping 

Church Members 

For Witness 

by D. Fuchs . 
A pas tor has submitted the fo llow111g 

a nalysis: 'dead ' 
" It is surpns111g how many 

h who never church members t ere are h 
share the G ood News, ? nd w~en t ~~ 
try the results are meffective . 

' . · e must co n-analyzing the s1tuat1on , on 
elude that there a re several reasons 
why th is problem exists ." 

" One reaso n m ay be that the par~ 
ticular church member h as neN'ver hha g 

· ot 1n an experience o f conversion . be-
can be do ne in a church of non- . 't 
Jievers o r do ubters. The Holy Spina 

· · Jestis C h rist as uses the believer 111 fo r 
witness. I t is, o f course: ne~e~~ar~esus 
a person to be a believe ber 

b · c hurch mem · C hris t before emg a h at the 
" Ano ther reason may be 1 w 

member is a C hristian but never gre . 
spiritually. Man only reproduces. phys•-

. Babies are cally after a certa111 age. . Some 
no t capable o f reproducbt10.n. se they 
c hurches do not grow ec,iu . 

. ·1 a l nurseries. a re no m ore than spin u 
1 

· of 
t s comp am "F requen tly we pas o r hey 

. b because t certam church m~m e r.s W must 
have fa iled in w1tnessmg. e Id be 

· h that it wou recognize, owever, f sugar 
wrong to place a 50 lb. bag ~ar old. 
o n the sho ulders o f a five-y d the 
The c ontents m ight be lost h.a n is ex­
child injured as well. But 1 ds 'n<> de­
actly what some churche~ ~ ~e. 01 {' cer­
mandin g specific respons1b1lities 0 ble 
tain memhers who as yet are not a 
to support such weight. . d by 

h · . ompan1e " L ack of growt is ace ds 
Power depen an absence o f power. wit-

on growth. The church h=~ ~o teach 
ness witho ut power. We ne d hoW to 
the C hristi ans how to P'.ay an d G od . 
grow in thei r rela tionship towarbe that 

"Still a nother reason may was 
the individ ual is a Chr istia~ but An 

. d ly to witness. never tra111e proper . train-
a rmy is o nly as powerful as its dy 

C h . t ' s are rea , ing. M any times n s ian do not 
accept the challenge, but they they 
know exactl y wha t to do because 

· d fo r the task. have not been 1: a111e h 
1 

Jesus uses 
'The church 1s a sc oo · e-

well-tra ined disciples . T herefore ; : n­
cific helpful t raining must be a 
stant on the church calendar." 0 

T he R ev. Daniel Fuchs is evangelis/11 

N I A erica11 Bap-directo r of the ort 1 m 
tis/ G eneral Con ference. 
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LIFE CELEBRATION 
by Bruce A . Rich 
N .A.B. youth have someth ing new for 
1975! They have the opportunity to 
p articipate in a LIFE C ELEBRATION 
during Aug. 17-23, 1975, at .Green 
L ake, Wisconsin. Some of you will rec­
ognize these as the dates of the Youth 
Congress. That's t rue . Howev~r, at a 
recen t progra m planning meeting, the 
term "Youth Congress" was replaced 
with the tit le that more adequately 
com municates the spirit and hopes for 
this week together. 

What are we going to be talking about 
a nd experiencing a t a LIFE C ELE­
BRATION? What else but LIFE! 
The psalmist writes, " I keep the L ord 
a lways before me . . . Thou dost show 
me the path of lif e; in thy pres~nce 
the re is fulness of joy , in thy right 
hand are pleasures for ever~1ore" 
( Psalm 16: Sa, 11 ). D aily we will ex­
plore a n aspect of LIFE, the themes 
being : 

I . The F acts of L ife 
2. The Love Life 
3. The Hard L ife 
4. The G ood L ife 
5. The L iving Life 

T he purpose of this LIFE C~LE­
BRATION is to provide the climate 
and the opportun ity for persons to _ac­
cept Jesus Christ as personal Savior, 
make new commitments to Him, and 
to grow in the basic areas of Christian 
living. 

leadership for the LIFE CEL E BRA­
TlON will depend largely on youth. 
The Planning Commi ttee is des igning 
the st ructure and basic program con-

R ev. Bruce A. Rich is general director 
o f the C hurch Ministries Depar1111e11 t 
of the North A111erica11 Baptist Con­
ference. 
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tent which will be implemented by 
five Life Cluster leaders and twenty­
five Li fe group leaders d uring the 
week. The Li fe group leade rs will be 
working with groups of e!g.ht to te~. 
It is p lanned that the ~artic1~ants will 
be experiencing a vaned m ixture of 

total group sessions, groups of 8 to I 0 
and sometimes groupings of 2 or 3. 

Some of the other features being 
planned for the week include : 

l ) O ptionals, when selecte? areas 
of interest can be studied. 

2) fil ms, 
3) a mass choir , 
4) special recreational events, 
5 ) a swap n igh t. 
6) a bonfire, 
7) a coffee house and 
8) musical features. 

H ow can you prepare for the LIF E 
C EL EBRATION ? 

1. D ecide NOW that you are go­
ing to participate. (For ages 
16 thru 25 ) 

2. Mark the dates, August 17-23, 
1975 and protect them. 

3. T alk to others in your area 
a nd plan to travel together. 

4. Save m oney. The cost for5t~~ week will be between $8 · 
and $90.00. This includes 
your meals, lodging (bedding 
supplied), travel and accident 
insurance and program fee. 

5. Sharpen up your musical 
group or other talent and come 
prepared to p articipate . 

6. Pray for the plann~ng com­
m ittee. those who will be en­
listed as leaders, and for those 
who should be attending and 
participating. 

Registration forms will soon be in 
your churches. Register early! We 
have reserved space fo r 250. If we 
need m ore, the earlier we are aware of 
it, the greater possib il ity we have of 
acquiring the needed space. 

CO M E to Green Lake. Come and 
discover how to live li fe at its fulle~t. 
Come and celebrate life together m 
Christ Jesus ! 0 

" He just got a piece of the rock." 
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OUR CALL TO PRAYER 

by Mrs. Jeanette Stein, president of the· 
W.M.U. , Wi1111ipeg, Man. 
In the upper room after the last supper, 
Jesus gathered his disciples around him­
self and gave them some final instruc­
tions, some words of comfort and an 
almost incredible promise. He said, 
"You can ask fo r anything, using my 
~ame, and I wi ll do it." Can any prom­
ise be greater or grander? Was ever 
such a promise made? 

And, lest he should be misunder­
stood, Jesus repeated the same prom­
ise a few minutes later. Throughout 
this last evening with his disciples Je­
sus kept urging them to obey his com­
mand and pray. Seven times he made 
the same promise to answer any prayer 
that would be uttered in his name. 

We often spend time thinking of the 
seven words from the cross. It is well 
that we do this. Let us also consider 
the seven-fold call to prayer. 

Jesus desires us to ask and to ask 
much. He tells us that we glorify God 
by doing so. 
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OSAKA BIBLICAL SEMIN ARY IN 
JAPAN 
by C. Richard Mayforth, missionary 
to Japan 
In its brief existence since 1961 
Osa~a Biblical Semin ary has played 
an i~portant part in North American 
Baptist evangelistic outreach in Japan. 
The Japan Baptist Conference now has 
five organized churches with Japanese 
pastors; three of these pastors are 
graduates of 0.B.S. Two other grad­
uates and one former student are work­
i~g with the mission in planting addi­
~1onal churches. One woman graduate 
is working in Christian educat ion in 
t~e Tsu church. Three of the pastors' 
wives had training a t the school. Of 
the eight students presently studying at 
the school, one comes from our church 
in Kyoto, and another from an inde­
pendent background is seriously con­
sidering working with us. 

Our involvement in the school has 
also been large. [n addition to signifi­
cant investment in land and bui ldings 
and our annual share of the operating 
budget, Fred Moore has taught New 
Testament and has been president of 
the school for several years. F lorence 
Miller has been heading up the Chris­
tian Educalion department. Luci lle 
Wipf has been helping with the music 
of the school. During his first furlough 
through l 974, Douglas Woyke has 
been brushing up on biblical languages, 

expecting to help in that area when 
he returns to Japan. Several other 
missionaries have served on the boards 
of the school. Pasto r Murakami of our 
T su church has been teaching Bi bl ical 
Theology and New Testament and serv­
ing as both academic and student dean . 
Pastor Aoki of our Kyoto church h as 
been teachi ng practical theology. Re­
cently Pastor Kakihara of the M uko 
Christian Center began teach ing be­
ginning G reek. Pasto r A kasaka of the 
fse church and others have represent­
ed the conference o n the bo:i rds of 
the school. Mr. F ujie completed his 
advanced s tudies at Fuller Seminary in 
1974 and returned to J apan to teach 
Systematic Theology. All of the Japa­
nese pastors, in order for the school 
to progress toward financial indepen­
dence, receive their salaries from their 
churches and serve part time in the 
school withou t pay, courageously ac­
cepting t he added responsibilities. 

But as you know, 0 .8 .S. has been 
in a state o f serious c risis for a couple 
of years now. One of the three groups 
that started in this cooperat ive minis­
try wi th us suddenly p ulled out in 
1970. T he o ther Baptis t group has 
churches nea r a lternative schools in 
the Tokyo a rea; their men can train 
in those schools and still be in regula r 
fe llowship wi th their own churches. We 
do not h ave that k ind o f altern ative. 
But whether our group is large enough 
to spearhead the ministry of 0 .B.S. 
alone is a question that brings deep 
heart searching. We are counting on 
you who have prayed and given for the 
sem ina ry mi nistry to pray with us as 
we continue seeking the Lord 's will in 
th is matter and examine alternat ives 
for providing leadership for o ur 
churches. O 

MEAN INGFUL EASTER 
ARRANGEMENTS 
by Mrs . A lice E. D ecker. Lorraine, KS 
Easter is the oldest, most important 
and most joyfu l festival of the Chris­
tian year. I I is a time when we as 
Christians think especially of what 
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Christ ha~ done for us-the suffering 
he bore JUSt so we might have ever­
las ting li fe. 

I would like to share three symbolic 
Easter arrangements with you. Possibly 
th~y will be helpful to you as you 
thin k of a floral arrangement for the 
sanctuary during the Lenten-Eastertide 
season. 
Maundy Thursday 
Maundy Thursday commemorates the 
Last Supper, the time when Jesus 
shared together with the disciples. 
Th~ wheat in the arrangement sym­
bolizes the bread ; the grapes symbolize 
the wine; and the circle, fellowship. 

Use a chalice type container. Wheat 
and grapes are good in crystal brass 
s ilver or soft-toned pottery. Th~ whea~ 
may be anchored in styrofoam. P lace 
bunches of e ither fresh or artific ial 
grapes around the wheat by attaching 
the stems to wooden picks. Your 
communion elements will be on the 
table so you m ight want to make two 
of these arrangements for either side 
of the communion table. A purple 
cloth may b:! used around the base of 
the container. 

Good Friday 
This day has been set aside for cen­
turies as a day of mourning. a time 
when we remember Christ"s death. 
Use no fl owers in the chancel. Place 
a c ircle of thorns with three na ils 
centered therein at the foot of a cross. 
Use a black cloth on the table. ( I 
used while for photographic pur­
poses.) Red may be used, symboliz­
ing the blood of Christ. 
Eastertide 
The holiness of Easter cannot be over-
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stated . The message is that of the 
resurrection of the body and the li fe 
everlasting. The joy of Eastertide is 
symbolized by using wh ite, the color 
of rejoicing. Use a white cloth on the 
table, either a complete covering or 
just a drape. The crown of thorns is 
used once again with a lily placed 
within it. D 

by LaVerna women's work 
director 
Throughout Scripture we read re­
corded instances of God's deep interest 
in his children. Often the words "Fear 
not," "Don't be a fraid," are used. G od 
knows that at times the human heart is 
fi lled with fear as unexpected events 
come to pass in our lives. 

When Jesus entered th is world the 
shepherds on the hillside trembled and 
feared as they saw the angel before 
them. Immediately the angel spoke 
words of comfort as he said, " Don't 
be a fraid . For I am here with good 
news for you" (Luke 2: 10) . 

At the conclusion of Christ's minis­
try on earth, as the women were at 
the tomb, their hea rts were fi lled with 
fear as they saw the angel. Again the 
angel's words were spoken to t hem, 
" You must not be afra id, I know you 
are looking for Jesus . . .. H e is not 
here; he has risen, just as he said" 
(Matt. 28 :5, 6, Good N ews for Mod­
em Man ) . 

When we have unexpected experi­
ences which cause our hearts to fear, 
how good it is to have the words of 
comfort from one who can comfort 
and remove the fear from our hearts. 
His words to us are "D on't be afra id, 
I'll be with you no matter what comes 
to pass." God has promised never to 
leave, not to forsake h is own, if we will 
trust him, walk with hi m and follow 
him. O 

RESURRECTION TRACES IN 
EUROPE 
by M rs. A lma Schm idt, Spokane, 
Wash. 
Editor's N ote: Ben and Alma Schmidt 
are the parents of D r. Helen Marie 
Schmidt, missionary at Mbingo Bap­
tist H ospital in Cameroon. They re­
cently traveled in ma11y foreign coun­
tries incl11di11g Cameroon i11 A/ rica 
where they visited their daughter and 
our mission stations. 
Europe 

Europe in September and October 
was a lush, beautiful, green garden 
wherever we traveled. The un ique 
cul tures, religious heritages, historical 
monuments and remnants of past gen­
erations were so impressive and excit­
ing. 

After a ferry trip up the Rhine R iver 
with its overwhelming number of 
castles and steep mountainside vine­
yards, we arrived at Cologne where an 
amazing cathedral dominated the sky­
line with innumerable spires, some 5 12 
feet high. T hese housed bells which 
sent thei r tones out over the country­
side. An abundance of art and the 
famous Golden Shrine of the Three 
Magi in the choir are of special im­
portance to the Ch ristian world. 

l n Amsterdam we visited the Rijks­
museum N ational Art Gallery where we 
gazed upon works of art by many 
masters of past generations. Many were 
of the crucifixion of Christ. the re­
moval of the body from the cross, t he 
anointi ng and incidents preceding the 
crucifi xion, but very little was m ade of 
the resurrection which gave the world 
its vital message of hope and new li fe 
in C hris t. We were disappointed. like­
wise. by th is omission at the Louvre 
Art Gallery in Paris. We did see a few. 
especially one of the breaking of 
bread at Emmaus and one of T homas 
touching the wound in the side of Je­
sus. 
Scandinavia 

ln Sweden, Norway and Denmark 
the predominant faith is Lutheran. al­
though some small groups of other de­
nominations are present. Here a 
young college girl from Northern lre­
land t raveled with us. She told how 

(Conti1111ed 011 page 27) 
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by Donald N. Miller, N.A.B.S. vice president for development 

Point Number One: 

BIBLICAL 
The Bible is the inspired 
Word of God. It is our 
infallible and authoritative 
guide for fai th and practice 
(II Timothy 3:16). As such 
it is our single most ' 
important resource. 
God's Word is at the heart 
of our curriculum. It is 
in the Bible that we learn 
of Jesus Christ. It is in the 
Bible that we discover God's 
purposes for mankind. 
And it is in the Bible that 
destiny of the world is 
revealed. 
Our fCl:culty is unitedly 
committed to the conviction 
that the Bible is the source 
and standard of all 
theological truth. We do 
not stand in judgment 
of the Scriptures ... but 
seek to live and teach under 
the authority of the written 
Word and the power of 
the Holy Spiri t. 
At our seminary students are 
exposed to the methods 
and insights of scholarly 
research, but it does not 
end there. The major 
emphasis in and out of the 
classroom is upon the 
exposition and application of 
the Word of God. 
The spirit of our school is 
one of openness ... and 
~olerance in matters of 
interpretative difference but 
all within t~e framework' of 
an evangelical witness. 

Point Number Two : 

EVANGELICAL 
We affirm the great 
fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian faith held by 
evangelical Protestantism 
throughout the ages. 
These doctrines include 
such essentials as ... the 
inspired written Word of 
God .. . the virgin birth, 
death and bodily 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ . . . the sinful nature 
of man ... salvation by 
faith alone through the 
blood of Christ ... 
obedience to the Holy 
Spirit . .. the personal return 
of Christ . . . the bodily 
resu rrection ... and the 
judgment of the just and 
the unjust. 
Our faculty and board 
members are firmly 
committed to the biblical 
truths as briefly set forth in 
the preamble to the 
const itution of the North 
American Baptist General 
Conference: 
We, as New Testament 
Baptists, affirm our faith in 
the L~rd Jesus Christ for our 
salvation and believe in 
th?se. great distinctive 
pnnci~les for which Baptists 
have lived and died 
such as: ' 
• The revelation of God 

through Jesus Christ as 
the ?nly Savior and Lord. 

• The ins~ired authority of ' 
the ?cnptures in matters 
of faith and conduct· 

• Regenerated church ' 
membership· 

• ~eli ever's b~ptism by 
immersion · 

• Soul liberty· 
• The congregational form 

of church government· 
• The separation of chu~c h 

and state; and 
• The proclamation of the 

gospel throughout all 
the world. 

Point Number Three: 

CHURCH-ORI ENT ED 
The church is God's chosen 
instrument of mission in 
the world . Its purpose is 
to bring men and women 
into harmony with God 
through the consistent 
practice of both evangelism 
and discipleship. The 
seminary is thoroughly 
committed to the biblical 
truth that people must 
be saved by grace through 
faith , but having been 
saved, they must be 
faithfully helped to grow and 

rnature in Jesus Christ. 
The seminary exists for the 
edi fi cation of the church. 
It serves the church by 
preparing men and women 
who are equipped to lead the 
church in its God-given 
mission. It also searches 
for creative ways to 
strengthen the church in its 
task by seeking to bring 
renewal and growth to the 
body of believers. 
We do not malign the church 
because of its faults. 
Instead, we do all we can 
to co rrect its weaknesses. 
We challenge our students to 
work within existing church 
structures and assist them 
in developing new patterns 
of chu rch life, work 
and witness. 
Faculty members bear 
witness to a high view of the 
church by their own . 
personal involvement 1n 
the life and mission of 
thP. lnr.::i l r.()nnrP.aation. 

l 
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Point Number Four: 

EVANGELISTIC ·, -

-
Evangelism and church 
growth are at the heart of 
the seminary's concern 
for the future. 
The seminary's motto, 
" Reconciling the World 
Through Christ" is based 
upon the fact that conversion 
is absolutely necessary 
and vital for people to grow 
and mature in Christ 
Jesus. Our commitment 
to evangelism is further 
prompted by the fact that 
unless ministers know how 
to share their faith and are 
regularly winning others to 
Christ, it is not likely that the 
chu rch will grow ... or that 
many others in the chu rch 
wi ll be concerned about 
the salvation of the lost. 
We are in the process of 
developing an aggressive 
program designed to train 
men and women in the 
skills of evangel ism and 
church growth. We are 
seeking to cultivate an 
atmosphere of loving 
concern in our school which 
will lead to fervor for 
evangelism and a sensitivity 
to the spiritual needs 
of others. 
Students and faculty 
members regularly share 
their faith and each year 
introduce many people 
to Christ. There is at the 
same time an emphasis and 
concern among us for the 
needs of the whole man. 
We seek to be open to the 
'.Norking of the spirit of God 
in a variety of ways . .. 
and therefore do not limit 
ourselves to one particular 
~pproach or techn ique 
in evangeli sm. 

Point Number Five: 

DENOMINATIONALLY­
COOPERATIVE 
Our seminary is owned and 
supported by the North 
American Baptist General 
Conference. 
It exists primarily to provide 
biblically-trained pastors, 
missionaries, educators, 
chaplains and administrators 
for the growing needs of 
our Conference. The 
prayers and financial 
contributions of our 
constituency are a vital link 
to our school's growth 
and development. 
We also seek to serve other 
denominations as well. We 
welcome into our student 
body qualified men and 
women of like biblical mind 
and faith . Students come 
from many different 
denominations. 
Though we are a Baptist 
institution, we do not press 
non-Baptist students to 
confo rm to Baptist doctrine 
and polity. Instead we 
encourage students to be 
loyal to Christ and 
committed to a faithful 
ministry in their own 
denomination. 
Our field education 
supervisors, chapel 
speakers, guest lecturers 
and adjunct faculty 
members represent various 
denominations. They, thus, 
bring to our students a 
diversity of evangelical 
viewpoints. 
The basis for our denomi­
national cooperat iveness is 
derived from our common 
faith in Jesus Christ and our 
recognition of the biblical 
truth that the church ... 
though composed of many 
members ... is one body. 

The North American Baptist Seminary 
is located in Sioux Falls, S.D. The 
Six Basic Commitments were adapted 
by the Board of Trustees of N.A.B.S. 

Point Number Six: 

PROFESSIONAL 
The seminary is a graduate 
professional school. As 
such, it seeks to prepare 
God-called men and women 
for the effective "practice" 
of Christian ministry. 
It offers its students a quality 
program distinctive both 
for its academic excellence 
and for its unique spiritual 
commitment. 
Emphasis is placed upon 
equipping students with the 
finest skills possible in 
preaching, teaching, 
evangelism, counseling and 
administration ... an indepth 
understanding of the nature 
of the bibl ical message . 
and an effective 
methodology of interpre­
tation which enables 
them to become responsible, 
life-long servants of Jesus 
Christ. In order to develop 
a high level of scholarship 
in biblical studies, pastoral 
candidates are required to 
gain facility in a study of 
the Scriptures in the 
original language. 
Most important of all, the 
seminary seeks to lead 
students to personal 
Christian maturity-men and 
women whose hearts and 
minds have been set on fire 
with a love of Jesus Christ. 
Our training, thus, includes a 
strong emphasis upon the 
importance of walking in 
daily fellowship with God ... 
and becoming Christ-like 
in all areas of our lives. 
Spiritual development 
groups, classes in devotional 
life and opportunities for 
the cultivation of Christian 
fellowship are all integral 
parts of our educational 
style . .. and are inseparably 
linked with a thorough 
understanding of biblical 
studies and related 
subjects. O 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN 
THE SMALL CHURCH 
by Harold Da vis 
Ed itor's Note: Dr. Davis is exec11tive 
secretary of the Board of Christian 
Ed~tca tioll of the Cumberland Presby­
te.ria11 Church. Ninety-six per cem of 
l11s deno111i11ation'.r congregatio11.r have 
fewer than 250 active 111ember.r. 
Nearly 82 per cent have le.rs tha11 JOO 
active m embers, a11d slightly more 
tha11 55 per ce11t have 50 or less. 

The North A merica11 Baptist Ge11eral 
Co11f ere11ce also has a large 1111111ber of 
small c/111rches. A pproxi111ately 84 per 
ce11t have 250 or le.rs m e111bers; 64.5 
per cent have J 50 or le.rs members; 
41 per cent have J 00 or less m em­
bers; and over 17 per ce11t have 50 
or less m embers. 

The "small church" is really a re­
markable institution. Most of them are 
charac terized by a pugnacity all out of 
proportion to their size. T am not 
blind to the " problems" they sometimes 
create (e.g., thei r reluctance to sha re 
their clergymen with other small con­
?regations), but neither am I grudging 
•n my admiration. 

Wha t is their mission in education 
a nd how may they work at it? 

T he most serious obstacle to effec­
tive Ch ristian education in most small 
congrega tions is a negatively weighted 
self-image. The cult of bigness has -~epri1-;;ed- from S PECTRUM / /11terna-
tio11a/ Journal of Religious Education. 
Fa/I. 1973, issue. Used by permissio11. 
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had its influence. One often hears, in 
one form or another, "We a re so 
small: what can we do?" 

My answer is: develop a positive 
self-image. Small congregat icns are 
usually biblically o riented and should 
therefore be impressed by what G od 
has done through his lesser servants. 
both individuals and institutions. Tt is 
" .. . Not by might and not by power, 
but by my Spirit. says Yahweh .. . . 
'The hands of Zerubbabel have laid 
the foundation of th is Temple: his 
hands will fin ish it. ... A clay for little 
th ings, no doubt, hut who will dare de­
spise it? People will rejoice when they 
see the chosen stone in the ha nds of 
Zerubbabel' " (Zechariah 4:6b. 9-I Oa. 
The Jerusale111 Bible) . Jn addition. 
there were the examples of young D a­
vid with his sl ing and stone, the faith­
ful remnant, Naaman's wife's servant 
girl. the lad with his five barley loaves 
and two fish. and. of course. the Ch ild 
born in the manger at Bethlehem. 

The small church has earned its 
right to exist. It risks forfei ture of that 
right only if it gives in to the ad­
mittedly debi litating pressure of a cul­
ture that equates success and bigness 
and that measures worth by a jaded 
value system. 

A second step in the direction of 
more effective Christian education in 
the small church is an asset inventory. 
a listing and maybe even a celebration 
of the "things it has going for it.'' 

Perhaps the most widely acclaimed 

and un iversaily accepted educational 
technique/ setting during the past sev­
eral years has been the small group. 
Ma ny a small church is a small group. 
If not, its church school classes are 
small groups. waiting to be full y uti­
lized . 

Moreover. the "trust level" is usually 
a lready high. The people have known 
one another for a long time. They 
have gone through good days and bad 
days together. And while the " famil­
iarity breeds contempt" principle may 
also be operative, my perception is 
that when they "get down to the nitty­
gritty" (whatever that is) . it is trust. 
not hostility, that comes through. 

The people in a small church have a 
strength and the institution a vitality 
that are the by-products o f struggle. It 
is not easy to keep going when the 
children who grow up in the church 
and community finish high school and 
disappear. Again and again the bright 
young seminary graduate and his 
lovely, v ivacious wife have moved on 
after a one- or two-yea r pastorate. 
The small church has been the first 
rung on the "ladder of success." The 
average age of members of the con­
gregat ion has risen higher and higher. 
so that. after a while. deaths o utnum­
ber ~cce~sio.ns . . l t ha.1· been a struggle. 
but in mst1tut1ons. as in individuals. 
struggles can produce s trength of char­
acter. 

And that brings us to the matter of 
(Co111i11 ued 0 11 page 20) 
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motivation. In our few " la rge" church­
es, the most frequent complaint I hear 
is: "People aren't in terested ; they 
aren't concerned." In contrast, there is 
eviden t in many small congregations a 
compelling desire for Christi an growth 
and high motivation to reflect faithful­
ness in discipleship. The people are 
c_hurch-oriented. Perhaps the explana­
tion of such a condition varies from 
place to. place. What is important, 
t~ou~h, 1s to recognize the opportuni­
ttes 1t provides for effective church 
education. 

In my tradition, education and 
e~angel i~m are, in their finest expres­
sions, inseparably interwoven. The 
gospel is communicated most effec­
tively_ in relationships, we have said, 
and m the warmly personal and inti­
mate relationships of the small con­
gregation , commitment of life to Je­
sus the Lord has been as natural as 
breathing for many an early adoles­
~ent._ Moreover, many an adult, hear-
1~g m a Sunday school class discus­
s.ion of the meaning of God's redemp­
tive love, realizes that " love" is the 
name_ of the reality he has a lready 
experienced m relationship with peo­
ple who cared. 

(It is worth noticing, in passing, 
tha~ small congregations have been a 
mai~r source of the "new members" 
rec~1ved by their larger neighbors, es­
pecially as people have moved in large 
nun:ibers from rural to urban areas 
durmg the past couple of decades 
Small congregations have grown fo~ 
the most. part through conversions/ 
confirmations; their larger neighbors 
hf ave often grown primari ly by t rans-
er of membership.) 

One other item in the asset . t . h mven­
ory .. t e Sunday school is a live and 
~el_l m many small congregations It 
ts, m fact,_ what has kept many a s~all 
church going. 

For many small churches, the Sun­
day school provides continu ity of l"f 
There ts a worship service o 1 t e. 

S 
n y one or 

two undays each month a d f 
1 ' n re-

quent y there are long intervals be-
tween pastors. The . Sunday school is a 
~eady-made educattonal st ructure It 
is not pro~ucti ve to speculate about 
the uncertainty of its future in th 
larger churches in the c ities. It e 
b d · . can 

e. _pro_ u:11ve m the small church to 
utilize It m the present. 

My belief is that in most small 
churches, th_e route to improved Chris­
tian edui:at1on does not begin with 
new curriculum resources, new meth­
ods, or even with leadership develop­
ment and support , important as they 
are. It begins with the form ation o f a 
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more positive appraisal of the small 
congregation 's importance and poten­
tial, with new awareness and appre­
cia tion of its unique resources fo r 
church education . The congregation 
needs help to-pardon a somewhat 
crude cliche-"get its gut in order." 

A leadership development and sup­
port system is next in priority, I thin k. 
That's a tough assignment, almost as 
to ugh as turning around the a ttitude 
of "we're insignificant" that plagues 
many a small congregation. 

Two clues have emerged in my ex­
perience-efforts toward leadership 
development and support must be 
oriented to concepts, first of all , and 
la ter to techniques. Leaders in small 
congregations need to be reminded of 
what church education is really about, 
of the role of the Holy Spirit , of the 
fac t that it is primar ily relationships 
and no t "teaching skills" o r curriculum 
materials tha t most effectively facilitate 
the communication of the gospel. 

The most serious obstacle to effec­
tive Christian education in most 
small congregations is a negatively 
weighted self-image. 

Second, efforts toward leadership 
development and support have to be 
p rimari ly person-to-person transac­
tions. Somehow denominational and/ 
or judicatory Christian education field 
staff m ust come up with a way to 
provide "warm bodies" to work at the 
task. It seems only fa ir that increased 
attention be given to this need , s ince 
most of the efforts of the churches in 
the past twenty-five years have been 
focused on the "viable congregations" 
within the constituencies. Perhaps it 
would not be selfish to divert some 
concern to the " thi rd-world" type con­
gregations that dot the countryside. 
Maybe the leadership of sm all congre­
gations should show up at the de­
nominational or regional office with a 
list of demands. 

For those of you who have been 
waiting for "success stories," things 
tha t have worked elsewhere and might 
be tried in your situation , consider 
these "programs." 

In a small church in west Ken­
tucky, the junior Sunday school class 
was made up of one teacher and one 
pupil. Both had a perfect attendance 
record for three years. 

A Missouri congregation has two 
Sunday school classes, one for young 
people and adults, one for preschool 
and elementary children . Interestingly, 

the children's class had interest/ learn­
ing centers and a teaching team be­
fore they were the "in" thing. But 
what is really impressive is an a ppar­
ent absence o f the "generat io n gap" 
and the presence of good communica­
tio n in the youth-adult c lass. 

The reflection / action model-
though the people didn' t call it that 
- was a m ajor influence in changing 
a 28-member middle Tennessee con­
gregation fro m an ingrown, ineffective 
group, intimidated by the "bigness" a ll 
about it, into a comm unity-orien ted 
task force. It s tarted innocently 
enough when the teacher of youth and 
adults asked , in a session on Luke 4: 
16-30, "What would we do if we took 
this passage seriously?" 

In a t iny (by comparison ) west 
T ennessee congregation, related to a 
denomination with mission work 
among Indians in Oklahom a, the peo­
ple discovered a sm all colon y . of In­
dians nearby. R ather than rushing o ut 
to "help the poor Indians," the ~on­
gregation undertook, in study settings, 
to begin equipping itse lf for authen­
tic m inistries to and with its neighbors 
nearby. 

Perhaps it borders on naivete, but 
I a m optimistic about the small _chu r~h 
and have long since ceased rat1onaltz­
in g its existence. It saddens me_ that 
a d is torted va lue system has bltnded 
so m an y church people to the poten­
tia l of the sm all congregation a~d so 
o ften robbed it of enthusiastic , 1m~g­
inative , committed pastoral leadersh~P· 

Not lo ng ago I had occasion to rai~e 
with m yse lf the questions, "W here did 

?" d "Wh y I get m y value sys tem. an . 
am I church-type with a t least a modi-

' the 
c um of commitment to Jesus . 
Lora?" Family had m ost to d o with it. 
of course and schooling. but in my 
mind I re~reated the pic tu re of a one­
room frame church building; home­
made' pews a nd potbell ied stove; four 

· ch cor-
Sunday school classes, one 1n ea. ll y 
ner· "preaching" only occasiona · 

' . ular but 
There was a teacher , in parttc d ' they 
also other people I knew well , a n few 
knew m e because there were 5~ ·fi-

' . "d ble s1gn1 of us. It 1s of cons1 era that 
cance, I think. tha t I can recreate 
pic ture in suc h deta il. that 

Sentimental? Perhaps so. Bui~ still 
little church, building_ a nd al~ health, 
there, a live a nd in fa irl y_ go~ Perhaps 
thank you. An anachronism· ful c iti­
so. But I can name some us7 1 ted " 
zens of that area who "matncu a"the 
at the place known simply as d ,, 
church house at Judd Graveyar · bt 

"A day for little th_ing\.~0 dou ' 
but who wi ll dare despise it. D 

BAPTIST HERALD 

PERSONAL THE TESTAMENTARY TRUST 
ESTATE (A Trust Created by Will) ~OU~~;:: w,;,,,,, fata1' Plaun;ng 

PLANNING 

The testamentary trust is a useful de­
vice in estate p lanning to take advan­
tage of tax laws as provided by the 
Inte rnal Revenue Code. It can be 
applied to estates of $75.000 and over, 
depending on the needs, wishes and liv­
ing standards of the people involved. 

Our courts have held that it is the 
duty of a person to arrange his affa irs 
in such a way that he and his estate will 
not pay unnecessary taxes. To imple­
ment the testa mentary trust . both hus­
band and wife need separate wills pro­
viding for such a trust. The estate is 
then divided by ti tle or tenancy in com­
mon (one half to each spouse.) The 
trust is not operat ive until after the 
death of the fi rst spouse. 

T he surviving spouse may be the 
trustee o f the trust with the right of 
supervision of the investment and in­
come. He or she receives the income 
from the trust as long as o ne lives and 
then it passes to the children or wher­
ever designated. It is assured for the 
children, or as designated, and cannot 
be passed to a future husband. wife o r 
a nyone else. The surviving spouse m ay 
a lso receive from the corpus or princi­
p le of the trust 5 percent or $5,000 an­
nually. whichever is greater. 

A secondary trustee is needed-a 
we)] trusted individual who has the wel­
fare o f the family a t heart. He has 
control of the corpus. or principle o f the 
trust, to remove it from the estate fo r 
estate tax savings. H e may all~w _the 
surviving spouse to invade the principle 
of the trust fo r emergencies or to hve 
as he or she has been accustomed to 
live. but not to a llow the use of the 
pr inci ple of the testamentary trust as 
long as their own share of the estate 
is not used. T he surviving spouse m ay 
leave the trust earnings in the trust and 
may also gradually put their own estate 
into the testamentary trust to el iminate 
the li ability for estate taxes on his or 
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her estate. the S~0,000 
exemptio Because of retain ap-
proximat n, the survivor call ore in his 
o r her <e eJy $65,000 or n1 ot be sub­
ject to :late which would ~penses are 
deducted state taxes afte r el' an1ount of 
the ded~c ~ependin g on the 

If gifts ttble expenses .. 
5 

or chari ty 
whi le liv· Ure given to heir that estate 
taxes are 111g, to the exteflt f11 the wills 
should be 110 longer a pro~l~'lt~ the pro­
visions Of revised to elin1 1f1•1rust. Your 
will shou1 

1he testamentaO' uallY to see 
if it s till Cl be reviewed aofl nflY change 
in hei rs, ~e~ts your need~·: of the es­
tate and ta Yi ng interest, sit 

Any gift~ law changes. 1ct ible from 
the esta te f lo charit y is de0\ 1 is recom­
me nded th 0 r tax purposes- be given to 
the L?rd·s <It a percentage flat sum or 
to he irs, a Work ins tead of a are a lways 
ava ilable iflso. Percentages bUt sta ted 
sums may anyth ing is Jeft. states may 
give S2s,00 llo t be. Larger ~0re to the 
Lord's w0 1

? to $50,000 or (1C estate or 
the heirs t" at no cost to 1 e 1ax scale 

· l3ecause the estat 

Upon Death 
Trust is 

Activated. 
~evera l Option5 

Are Available 

Heirs and 
Charity 

ranges fro . 
1 

cost will be 
reduced a 111 3-77%, the gtf cJilion. when 
assets are c:c:ordingly. In ad estate for 
tax purp

08 
taken out of t'1:11pital ga_ins 

tax savino es, there may be. 11 C hanta-
,,.s . d 1t1 . ble Ren1,. . and 1f place rri approx1-

"t11 l ell 1·f matcly 8 l er Trust can for 1 e . 
Percent annuall >' 

Neither the author, the publisher, 
nor this organization is engaged in ren­
dering legal or tax advisory service. 
The advice of a competent attorney or 
other professional person, well versed 
in estate planning, should be sought so 
the requirements of the laws in vari­
ous states be met a nd the advantages 
of the testamentary trust be fully util­
ized. O 

There's 
Will-Wisdom 

• 1n a 
Teslamenlary Trusl 

(A Trust C reated by W ill) 

Advantages 
I. Flexibility. 
2. Estate Tax Savings. 
3. Benefits to Family and God's work. 
4. Provision for minor children. 
5. Management of Assets. 

Write today for the brochure. "There's 
Will-Wisdom in a T estamentary Trust." 
and learn more about thi s flexible vehicle. 

Please send information regarding: 
"There's Will-Wisdom in a Testamen­

tary 
O Trust." 
O I would like a personal contact without 

cost or obligation to me. 
Nan1e: _______ ______ _ 

Address•----- --------

Send to: Everett A. Barker. North Ameri­
can Baptist General Conference, 7308 
Madison Street, Forest Park, Ill. 60130. 
Phone (3 12) 771-8700. 
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CHURCH EXTENS ION BUILDERS 

KANSAS CITY, MO., CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by David Ewing 

When asked how they became interested in this new 
Church, one of the families revealed, "Six months ago we 
had no church interest at all , and if anyone had asked us to 
attend a church, we would have told him to go away. But 
the visit of Mr. Dennis Dewey, your seminary student, began 
a change in us. Now we enjoy attending each week and look 
forward to our mid-week Bible group. It's unbelievable!" 

There are thousands of other families living apart from 
Christ's Church in the rapidly growing area between Kansas 
City, Mo., and the new international ai rport on Interstate 29 
North. We are meeting in the midst of these families in the 
Graden Elementary School on Sundays and in private homes 
for Bible study during the week. Our goal is to reach hun­
dreds of these families with the love and power of Christ and 
to provide the ministry of a North American Baptist church 
for our Conference people who move to Kansas City. You 
~an help. If you. know that a North A merican Baptist family 
1s moving .t~ this a rea, send ~s their names and encourage 
them to v1s1t us. Together with God the unbe lievable can 
happen again and again. Help us reach those who wi ll be 
lost without a positive church home. 

.The ~utu~e site of our church is near the intersection of 
Missouri Highways 9. and 45 where the Southwestern Bell 
Telephone C~mpany 1s now constructing a communications 
c~nter to service one of the fastest growing regions of Kansas 
City. Thousands of new homes have been built with ten 
thousand. more to come. Just over a mile east of our site 
construction of an extensive shopping plaza is to begin in 
the near future. We need the loving witness of N th 
A . B . h a or 
~encan apt1st c urch right at the heart of this developing 

region. You can be a part of this witness by helping to pro­
vide a chapel and Sunday school rooms. We need your hel 
with the la nd and construction costs. p 

. We v:ere serving ten fa~i lies with an attendance of 33 
within six weeks of the Ewing's move to Kansas City E h 
f ·1 h . ac 
. am1 y needs t e strengt_h of God's love to help them grow 
into stronger, more loving people. Most of these exciting 
people have come back to Christ's Church after yea rs f 
churchless existence. You can help here too. Pray fo~ u~ 

S
as :-'e readchL out to a lost world that needs God's Son as 

av1or an ord. Share God through prayer. 
Because the need is real , the task urgent and the cost t 

k · · grea , 
w~ has yo~ tdo Join . our team for God and take an active part 
~it ~s. o is winning victories in Kansas City; hel the 
v1etones grow. D P se 

~he Rev_. Da_vid E. Ewing is the pastor of the Church Exten­
swn pro1ect tn Kansas City, Missouri. 
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The Ewing Family: Pastor Dave, Jennifer (2 ), Jonathan (8 ), Pau l (5 ), 
Deborah (4 months), Mrs. Jea n Ewing. 

The Kansas City Chu rch Exten sion G roup worship ing a t Ga rden Elem. School. 

Mrs. Jeon Ewing, Sunday School Teacher, with her children's class (ages 4-8 ). 

BAPTIST HERALD 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Domreis, former 

members of the F irst Baptist Church of 
Leduc, A lta., observed their 70th wed­
ding ann iversary on Dec. 9, 1974. 
Open House was held at the church 
on Sunday, Dec. 8, 1974, in honor 
of the rare celebrat ion. Many letters 
of congratulations were received from 
government officials and from the Queen 
of G reat Britain. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Mitt/eider, H er­
reid, S. D. celebrated their 60th wed­
ding anniversary on Nov. 24, 1974 . 
They a re mem bers of the H erreid Bap­
tist Church. 

M r. and Mrs. Konrad Deibert, Her­
reid, S.D. celebrated their 60th wed­
ding anniversary on Dec. 1, 197 4. They 
at tend the Herreid Baptist Church reg­
ularly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted H eer observed 
thei r 59th wedding anniversary on D ec. 
13 , 1974. They are members of the 
Trochu Baptist Church, T rochu, Alta. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brown, mem­
bers of the First Baptist Church of Le­
duc, Alta, observed their 50th wed­
ding a nniversary on Nov. 19, 1974. 

LODI, CALIF. The 6th annual North­
ern California Association was held at 
the First Baptist Church. The theme 
was, " Every Christ ian's Job." Gues t 
missionary speaker was Mrs. J une 
Goodman, of Cameroon. 
. Friday evening was the official open­
ing. The combined choirs of Temple 
a nd F irst Bapt ist Church, as we ll as 
the combined men's chorus of the two 
chu rc hes provided the music. Profes­
sor Willy Muller of the N.A.B. College 
in Edmonton , A lta., delivered the 
message. 

The business session began Saturday 
morning with Mr. James McGladdery, 
moderato r. Rev. Jake Leverette of the 
host church had a brief devotional. I t 
Was with n~uch joy that we accepted 
one of ou r church extension projects, 
Sunrise Baptist C hurch of Sacramento, 
into our Association. Rev. Eugene 
Kern, pastor of the Sunrise Baptist 
~h urch, challenged us with an inspira­
tional message. 

The college youth met at the First 
Baptist C hurch. The fi lm, "Blood on 
the M ounta in " was viewed and music 
was provided' by "The Newborn"­
college/ career singers from the First 
Baptist Church of Modesto. The "H ar­
bor Masters" of Santa Cruz presented 
a musical program and the speaker was 
Jim Brady of Sacramento, a reti red 
Postal employee and an active member 
of the Christian Businessmen's Asso­
ciation. 
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OUR CONFERENCE IN ACTION 
The closing rally was held at the 

First Baptist Church. Rev. H ans 
Wilcke, western area secretary, de­
livered his greet ings and report of the 
activities of the western area churches. 
There was a recognition of new staff 
members. 

Kenneth Goodman, missionary to 
Cameroon, answered several of the 
most frequently asked questions re­
garding their ministry. Willy Muller 
again gave us a message from God's 
Word. (Della Lutz, reporter.) 

:\IC Ctl'SKY, N.D. The Northern 
Dakota Association was hosted by the 
Mc Clusky Baptist Church. The theme 
was "Right Now!" Guest speakers 
were Stan Johnson and Bill Lemke 
from T acoma, Wash.; Doug and 
Sharon Woyke, missionaries; Rev. 
Clarence Walth , area secretary. The 
Church Extension commitment of 
$ I 0 ,000.00 adopted by the Association 
is to be divided between Shakopee 
Baptist Church; Crestview Baptist in 
Minot, N.D.; and Mountain View Bap­
tist in Spearfish, S.D. In other business, 
the following officers were elected and 
installed: Rev. Alvin Auch, moderator; 
Mr. Bennie Martin, vice moderator; Mrs. 
Merle Lindteigen, recording secretary; 
Mrs. Allen Faul, statistical secretary; 
Mr. Orin Reiser, treasurer; and Mr. 
Roy Bibelheimer, General Council rep­
resentative. A separate program was 
carried on for the children under the 
supervision of two children's workers. 
(Mrs. Oliver Bender, reporter.) 

A '°AHFIM, CAUF. The Women's 
Missionary Society of Bethel Baptist 
Church presented an annual H alloween 
party for the patients of Wilshire Con­
valescent H ospital in F ullerton. The 
party included group singing and a 
"surprise visit from the witch-of-the­
north" who read stories to the patients. 
Homemade cookies and punch were 
served and the ladies presented each 
patien t with a gi ft. The program 
closed with judging of costumes for 
patients and staff, and gifts were 
awarded. The Rev. J im Green is the 
pasto r of the church. 

( 'LE\ Fl \"ii>, OHIO The H illcrest 
Baptist Church observed its 90th an­
niversary with a complimentary d inner 
on F riday, Oct. 25, 1974. On June 17, 
1884. the church was organized as the 
Second Germ an Baptist Church with 
forty-five members and Rev. J . C. H as­
elhuhn as first pastor. Services were 
conducted in the German language un­
t il 1929, changing the name to the 

White Ave. Baptist Church. 
The church has relocated Oil' three 

occasions, again changing the name to 
the present Hil lcrest Baptist Churc h. 
A highlight of the evening was a mes­
sage on tape from former pastor, the 
R ev. Edward Ka ry, whi le interesting 
slides of former members were shown 
by M r. Frank Knowles and narrated 
by our pastor, the Rev. Paul Meister. 
A short meditation from our pastor 
closed the evening's program. The oc­
casion was enjoyed by 130 former and 
present members, including the grand­
daughter of the first pastor, the Rev. 
H aselhuhn. (Berth Mihovk, reporter.) 

FESSEi'iDEN, N.D. We had a Barb 
K ieper F arewell Day with noon meal 
and afternoon service with Rev. Art 
F reitag as speaker. The Esther circle 
showed the film, "My Son, My Son" 
for their family night. We also showed 
the film, ' 'The Gospel Road." 

Harvest Mission Festival was ob­
served with Rev. Myrl Thiesies as guest 
speaker. We dedicated our new pews 
and carpeting in the church auditorium. 
We want to thank the visiting pastors 
that filled our pulpit during Rev. Der­
man's illness. (Mrs. Adolph P epple, re­
por ter.) 

MILLET. ALT -\ . The Wiesenthal Bap­
tist young people had a Slave Auction 
to raise money for the North Ameri­
can Baptist College. The slaves, some 
of which were sold for as much as 
$ 150.00, were given various tasks: 
gardening, window washing, hauling 
bales, cleaning chickens, etc. This work 
was accomplished in an eight-hour day. 
The amount raised came to approxi­
mately $ 1,200.00. (Lori Arnholtz, re­
porter.) 

\\ARRE'\, M ICH. Evangelistic meet­
ings were held at Redeemer with the 
Rev. Robert Shelton conducting the 
service. Rev. Shelton spent 10 years in 
Vietnam as a missionary, was pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Pontiac, 
Mich., for 12 years, and is now a full 
time evangelist. Every night had a spe­
cial emphasis. Monday was Sunday 
School Night; Tuesday, F amily Night; 
Wednesday. Church Loyalty Night; 
Thursday, Pack the Pew N ight; and 
Friday was Prophesy Night. Our night­
ly average attendance was over 400. 
R ev. Shelton also used his excellent 
tenor voice to sing God's praises. 

R edeemer's Annual Thanksgiving 
Praise Service was held with special 
choir numbers, and praise and testi­
monies from the congregation. 
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OUR CONFERENCE IN ACTION 
Our pastor the Rev. Adolph Braun 

and Mrs. Braun were in Cameroon dur­
ing December. Rev. Braun spoke at 
a mission ary conference and then vis­
ited N.A.B. stations in Cameroon. 
(Doris Kintzer, reporter. ) 

ELLINWOOD, KAN. The 1974 Kan­
sas Fellowship sessions were held at 
the First Baptist Church , with the Rev. 
Manuel Wolff, host pastor. Our 
thoughts centered on the theme " 'Fol­
low Me' (Who, Me?)" with speakers 
Rev. Howard Carlson, pastor of Cen­
tral Baptist Church, BGC, Sioux F alls. 
a~d Rev. Daniel Fuchs, evangelism 
director, _NABGC. We are living in 
a fantastic and terrifying world and 
were challenged to reach out and win 
others as we follow Christ. At the 
Saturday evening banquet we viewed 
the film "Sharing the G lory." The of­
ficers for 1974-75 are: Moderator 
Le~ter Buenning; Vice Moderator' 
Ol~ver Ringering; Secretary, Mrs. Do~ 
Wirth; Treasurer , Ezra Schimpf; Scrip­
ture Memory Camp Committee, Rev. 
Chester Strobel and M rs. Keith Widen ­
er. (Mrs. Don Wirth, reporter.) 

M!?RRIS, MAN. Canadian Thanks­
giving Su~day was observed at Emman­
uel _Baptist Church with a baptismal 
s~rvice. Three young boys were bap­
tized ~nd re~eived as church members 
on the!f testimony of faith. 

It was our privilege to have the Rev. 
and Mrs. Fred Holzimmer with us for 
a . Sunday. Mrs. Holzimmer spoke 
?nefly during the Sunday school open­
mg_. Rev. Holzimmer taught the Home 
Builders Class and Mrs H 1 • ' · o z1mmer 
was guest speaker for our W.M.S. an­
nual program. 

Baby Dedication was also observed 
when four young children were dedi~ 
cated to the Lord. 
W~ also observed a week of special 

meetings, when a study of the Book of 
Jor.ah was undertaken. Pastor of the 
church is the Rev. Bruno Voss. (Mrs. 
C. Bergstresser, reporter.) 

WEST FARGO. '\ .D. The Grace Bap­
t 1~t Church welcomed its new Youth 
Director, Vi rgil Schmidt. Mrs. Schmidt 
served as youth director at Spearfish 
S.D ., before coming here. Member~ 
fro°'. the various departments made wel­
coming remarks. The Rev. LeRoy 
Moser gave a short welcome sermon 
after ':"'hich_ Mr. Schmidt responded. Mr 
~chm1dt will be in charge of coordin at­
mg the youth group, as well as director 
of the bus program. 

The bus ministry undertaken by the 
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Grace Baptist Church has proved to be 
a worthwhile project. Since last year 
when the project was undertaken, there 
have been more than 50 chi ldren en­
rolled. These have no other church 
affiliation. Our bus min istry is one of 
several ways in which we can help to 
win our commun ity to Jesus Christ. 
The Rev. LeRoy Moser is pastor of the 
chu rch . (Mrs. H arold Fried, reporter.) 

LODI, CALIF. The annual meeting 
of the W.M.U. of the Nor-Cal Associ­
ation was held at the First Baptist 
Church. Mrs. June Goodman, mission­
ary to N igeria, was guest speaker. She 
related the many joys and also trials that 
have been theirs as they serve on the 
mission fie ld , and challenged us to do 
even. more in this area of serving. The 
offer ing was designated for m ission 
work in the Colorado, Rio Grande Val­
ley in Texas and for the W.M.U. gen­
eral fund. The new officers are: Presi­
dent, Ida Dolliver; Vice President , Es­
ther Woehl and Diane Adamson­
Sec'.etary-Treasurer , Ruth Kammerer: 
White C ross C hairman, Vella Burzloff. 
(Ruth J . Kammere r, reporter.) 

EAST DET~OIT, MICH. The young 
people of R1dgemont Baptist C hurch 
had a Thanksgiving Party wi th most of 
the emphasis on missions. The food 
and . decorat_ions represented Japan, 
Brazil , Spanish-America, and Camer­
oon. Everyone enjoyed preparing as 
well as tasting the foreign foods. 
. After playing some games we had a 

time_ for testimonies. The Rev. w. 
;.ianik. chal lenged us wi th a devotion: 
Showmg thankfulness to God by living 

sep_arat~ lives." A sacrifice ofTering 
which involved giving something up' 
was taken for the mission work. A to~ 
tal of $152.70 was collected . The Rev 
Herbert Hiller is the pastor of th . 
church (M · e 
er.) . an a Muchortow, report-

rtlSHE~, N.D. About 110 Women 
~om ":'1shek, Lehr, Napoleon, Linton 

en tun a, Ashley N D and H . d ' 
S D ' · · erne 

. ., helped the W1"shek W '' M. · omen s 
1 s~10nary Society celebrate its 60th 

~nniversary. Miss Katherine H unt from 
am~roon , was our guest speaker M 

Gottlieb Herr was ·m h d · rs. 
Sh . ' onore guest 

e is the only charter member of th~ 
society and has been a fai thfu l and 
ular member for 60 years reg-

T~e purpose_ of the So~iety is five­
f?ld. To aquamt ourselves with mis­
sions the world over T f · · · o osier the 
spmt of Christian fe llowship and . 
T . unity. 

o support and promote the work in 

our church. To aquire more Bible 
knowledge. To visit the s ick and give 
a helping hand where it is needed. Our 
Society helped with funds to bui ld our 
church. We contribute to our Con­
ference and Dakota projects. We a lso 
do our part in fill in g our goal for 
White Cross work. We a lso remember 
our shut-ins at the retirement homes 
at Christmas, and the aged a t the Bis­
ma rck Baptist H ome. 

Our present office rs are Pres. K ay 
Herr; Vice Pres., Irene Aipperspach ; 
Sec., Martha Kramer; T reas., Hulda 
Hagel. 

Our last project was giving to the 
hungry people of the world. We a lso 
donated money to the drought area of 
Africa. The Rev. Gordon Huisinga is 
the pasto r o f the church. (Martha 
Kramer, reporter.) 

ROCHESTER, N .Y. The Latta Road 
Bapt ist Church held a retreat at the 
church. The theme was, " Is C hrist 
Alive in me? Am I Alive in my 
Church?" Six sessions were offered 
inc luding: Leadership Styles, C hurch 
Visitation, Personal Devot ions, Evalu­
a tion, Involvement and C hild Care. At­
tended by approximately 80 members, 
the sessio ns provided a time for self­
examination and evaluation. Present 
programs were di scussed , old thoughts 
aired and new ideas expressed . . 

The Youth C hoir entertained the resi­
den ts of the Fairport Baptist H ome and 
the Rev. Wi lmer Qui ring brought the 
message. 

The Adult Fellowship Group me t 
a nd couples were to create a fresh 
flower arrangement depicting a theme 
they chose. These arrangements were 
put on display in the foyer of the 
church . The Young Couples and Singles 
Group sha red Christian fel lowship with 
new couples from ou r congregation . 
(Mrs. J ack Eva ns. repor ter.) 

VENTL'IUA, N.I>. Special meetin~s 
were held for five days in the Venturia 
Baptist C hu rch with the Rev. George 
Breitkreuz of Jamestown, N.D . as 
speaker. 

Harvest and Mission Sunday was ob­
served with Dr. Floyd Moore from our 
N.A.B. Sem inary as guest speaker. In 
spite of poor crops the offeri ng was 
$4,214.65. 

A rededication of our Sund ay school 
teachers was held at a special candle­
light service. 

The choir jo ined the Sunday school 
in presenti ng a Christmas program en­
titled, "Christmas Song of the Ages." 
(Mrs. Adolph Heupel.) 
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TROCHU. ALTA . Members and 
friends of the T rochu Baptist Church 
met for the annua l Fellowship Supper 
served by the lad ies of the W.M.S. To 
complete the evening, Agnes and Abe 
Block showed slides of thei r summer 
tour to mission fields in Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, H awaii and Japan. H enry 
and Fred Teichrob of the Canadian Re­
vival F ellowship held five days of meet­
ings in our church. One young man 
came to know Jesus as his Saviour, and 
many were challenged to live anew for 
Christ. An all-day seminar in Christ ian 
Reality was well attended. (Wilhelmina 
Lynch, reporter.) 

BURTON, TEX. Brotherhood Sunday 
was observed by the Greenvine Baptist 
Church, with Charles Schmeltekopf, a 
layman from Kyle, Tex., bringing the 
morn in g message. 

Revival meetings were held with Rev. 
Harry Haas and h is dummy "H a l" from 
Zion Baptist Church , Okeene, Okla. 
One soul was saved. Rev. H aas and 
" Hal" and Rev. S ilvey along with the 
choi r p resented a special service in 
song and words in two rest homes in 
Brenham , T ex. Nov. 17. 

The Southern Association Young 
Peoples Retreat was held a t the Green­
vine Baptist Church wi th some 60 young 
people in a ttendance (Mrs. F. Effen­
berger, reporter.) 

APLINGTON, IOWA . Last fa ll the Ap­
lington Baptist Church celebrated its 
centennial. The Rev. Donald Pate! 
serves the church as pastor. A musical 
evening was observed wi th the Procla­
mations, a gospel quartet from the 
Newton and Pella, Iowa, area, giv ing a 
program. 

Special guests at Anniversary Dinne r left to 

right: Mrs. C. F. Lehr, Mr>. Frieda Koester 
Brautigam, Mrs. H. Lohr, Rev. D. Patel, Mrs. 
Patel (seated), Miss Edna Wedel, Mr. Arend 
Dreyer, Mrs . F. Venin ga, Mrs. Esther De nny, 
Rev. F. Veninga 

We had a missions evening and Keith 
Lindaman , a son of the church, who 
has served two years with the Navi­
gators in Singapore . He brought the 
inessage. Keith is curren tly working 
With the Navigators in Omaha, Ne-
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braska. Richard Mayforth, who has 
served 11 years in Japan with North 
American Baptist Missions was co­
speaker with Keith. 

The Centennial Banquet was held 
with more than 200 in attendance. Tes­
timonies were given and letters were 
read from sons and daughters of the 
church who have entered church-related 
voca tions. Reminscences by former pas­
tors and members of their fami lies were 
given. 

Sunday morning, Rev. Gordon Hui­
singa, a son of the church who is pres­
ently pastor of the First Baptist Church , 
Wishek, N.D ., had charge of the Sun­
day school hour. D r. Frank Veninga, 
formerly pastor of the church from 
1952 to 1956 and now Executive Vice 
Pres ident of Eas tern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia, delivered the 
message at the morning worship service. 

The conclud ing service was held Sun­
day afternoon with Dr. G ideon Zim­
merman, executive secretary, bring­
ing the message. 

A fe llowship hour with refreshments 
fo llowed each service, and slides pic­
turing past events in the li fe of the 
church were shown. (Fanny Schmert­
man, reporter.) 

DALLAS, ORE. Six people were wel­
comed into the fe llowship of the Salt 
Creek Baptist Church. Four were bap­
ti zed u pon confession of their fa ith in 
Jesus C hrist as their Savior. P ictured 
are these six young men with Rev. Ray 
Hoffman, pasto r of the church, on the 
left. (Mrs. W.C. Burns, reporter .) 

HEBRON. N .D . Two members have 
been added to the Fi rst Baptist Church 
by baptism by the pastor, the Rev. 
Robert R. H offman. They are K aren 
Auch and Alida Hein le. (pictured.) 

An open house was held in honor of 
the silve r anni versary of Pastor and 
Mrs. Hoffman. The R ev. C larence 
Wal th, area secretary, was guest speak­
er. 

We partic ipated in a round-robin 
miss ionary conference with other area 
churches. Guest speakers for these se r­
vices were the Rev. Richard Mayforth 
and the Rev. and Mrs. George Black. 

H arvest and Mission Fest ival was ob­
served with Dr. Peter Fehr of Minne­
apolis as the guest speaker. Special 
meetings were conducted by the Rev. 
Etan Pelzer last fa ll. (Mrs. R. Stanley 
Schneider, reporter.) 

MARTIN, N .D. Three people were 
baptized in the Martin Baptist Church 
upon confession of their fa ith in Jesus 
Christ as their Savior. The three pic­
tured above are (l to r) Timothy 
Frueh, Curtis Frueh, and Peter Kern; 
Pastor Auch to the far righ t. Peter 
Kem, an exchange student from Ger­
many, lived the past school year with 
the Arley Hinsz family. 

The church held its annual Harvest 
Fest. Miss Katherine Hunt challenged 
us with the work of miss ions at Belo 
Matern ity Center. The mission offering 
was $4,268. (J. Rust, reporter.) 

l\llNITONAS. MAN. T he First Bap­
tist Church dedicated its new parsonage. 
(pictured) The dedication fo llowed a 
Thanksgiving service in the morning 
and a fellowshi p dinner at noon. In the 
afternoon the pastor, Rev. H. U lrichs 
brought a thought provoking message 
entitled, "The Prophet's C hamber." The 
offerings were applied as designated, 
and sufficient funds were received to 
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pay off all indebtedness on the par­
sonage plus a generous amount for 
foreign missions and the church general 
budget. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony fo llowed 
on the driveway of the parsonage with 
prayer and opening remarks by the 
pastor, and the cutting of the ribbon by 
the mayor of Minitonas, Mr. Ed Hart. 
The mayor spoke some appropriate and 
kind words and declared the building 
officially opened. (Rev. H . Ulrichs, re­
porter.) 

1\fERCER, N.D. The First Baptist 
Church had a mortgage burning cere­
mony for its new church which was 
built in 197 I. We also dedicated our 
new pews, the electric organ donated 
to the church by Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Wagner, the communion table donated 
by Mr. and Mrs. Emil Russ, and the 
welcome signs made by Mr. and Mrs. 
Jake Rust. Our a rea secretary, Rev. 
Clarence Walth , was our guest speaker. 
Various reports were given by the dea­
cons, trustees, Finance Committee and 
the W.M.S. A fe llowship hour followed 
in the church dining room. The pastor, 
Rev. Arthur Freitag is pictu red in the 
center. (Sam Rust Jr., reporter.) 

ROCHESTER, '\.Y. The Latta Road 
Baptist Church honored its pastor and 
wife, the Rev. and Mrs. Wilmer Qui r­
ing, for I 0 years of faithful, unselfish 
ministry. (pictured) The deacons and 
deaconesses presented Mrs. Quiring 
with a corsage and Rev. Quiring 
with a boutonniere during the morning 
worship service. After a dinner in the 
evening we gathered for a program of 
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appreciation under the leadership of 
Rev. Herbert Berndt. The Winton Road 
Baptist Church was invited to join us in 
th is celebration. Rev. Mashner spoke 
on behalf of their church. Rev. and 
Mrs. Quiring received gifts from each 
Sunday school class and organization. 
Our former organist, Bill Earnst , came 
for this special occasion and favored us 
with a piano arrangement, "Leaning on 
the Everlasting Arms." 

LINTON, ~.D. The First Baptist 
Church observed its annual H arvest 
and Mission Festival and a full week of 
evangelistic meetings. Rev. Alfred Bi­
belheimer of Bismarck was our speaker 
at our H arvest and Mission Festival. 
Rev. Bibelheimer is a son of the First 
Baptist Church. 

Rev. and Mrs. Floyd Dalzell served 
for a week of special meetings. As a 
result of the services a baptismal service 
was held at which ten candidates were 
baptized. (pictured) F ive others joined 
the church by letter. Following the 
baptismal service, they were all ex­
tended the hand of fe llowship at the 
communion service. The Rev. Reuben 
Grueneich (on the right of picture) is 
the pastor of the church. (Thomas 
Tschritter, reporter.) 

~' J In 11oritn 11 
BEN AUCH , 79, of Bismarck, N.D., died on 
Nov. 11. 1974. He was born Feb. 10, 1895 , in 
Russia. He came 10 lhis counlry in 1903. Jn 
1917 he married Susan Ruff. He accep1ed J esus 
Chrisl as a 1eenager and was a member of 1 he 
Hebron. New Leipzig and Bismarck churches. 
Surviving him arc his widow; seven sons: Walter, 
Reuben. Raymond. 1hc Rev. Clemence. lhc Rev. 
Alvin, Willard and Jeffery: t wo d aughters: Mrs . 
Flore nce Klein. Mrs . Alice Wac ker: 20 grand· 
children and nine great-grandch ildren . The Rev. 
Ron Norman and 1hc Rev. Orvi lle Met h we re 
t he officiating ministers a t the funera l service . 

FRED BOLLINGER. 73. of Herreid. S.D. tlictl 
on Nov. 24 , 1974. He was b orn near Artas. S.D. 
on Oct. 3 1, 1901. He married Maggie Schneider 
in 1928. Mr. Bollinger accepted C hrist as h is 
personal Savior and was baptized in 1931. be­
coming a member o f t he Herreid Baptist Church. 
Surviving him arc his widow: one son . two 
dauglllcrs. two grandch ildren: one hrnther. four 
siste rs. The Rev. Edwa rd Kopf was lhc o fficiat ­
ing minister a 1 the funera l service. 

MRS. PAUL COCKING nee H eilsberg. 51, of 
Colfax. Wash .. died on Nov. 8. 1974. She was 
born June 6. 1923. in Colfax, Wash . At a n early 
age she received Christ as her Savior. She was 
married to Robert Paul Cocking in 1947. She was 
a member of the First Baptist Church, se rving 
as Sunday school teacher, pianist , and in other 
capacities. Surviving her are her widowe r ; two 
daughters: Penni and Peggy Nafziger: one son. 
D avid; t wo brothers. Pasto r Bernard Edinger 
conducted the memorial service. 

MRS. FRANCES W . DE NEV I nee J ohnson. 60. 
of Chancellor, S.D . died on Nov. IO. 1974. She 
was born on Nov. 28, 1913. near Chancellor. 
She accepted Christ in early yout h. was baptized 
and became a member of Firsl Baplist Church of 
Chancellor. In 1941 she was united in marr iage 
to Raymond DeNeui. Mrs . DcNcui served for 
many years as yout h sponsor, and was an 3Ctivc 
member of t he Ladies Mission Circle. Surviving 
her arc her widower ; three brothers, and four 
sisters. The Rev. Ted Faszc r was the oOiciating 
minis ter at the funeral service. 

MRS. EMM A GOEBEL nee Loewer, 78, o f Elton. 
La., died o n D ec. 8, 1974. She was bo rn in 
Germany on J an. 25, 1896. She came to America 
with her parents in 1904. At the age of 14 she 
trusted Christ as her Savior and Lo rd a t t he 
Mowat a Baptist Ch urch. For m ore than 55 years 
she taught Bible and Sunday school classes. She 
was married to Karl Goebel in 19 19. At the time 
of her death Emma was a member of the Firsl 
Baptist C hurch of Elton (Southern Baptist). She 
is survived by her widower: five sons: A lfred . 
Erwin, Harvey, Elmer and Norman; nine grand­
ch ildren, two sisters and two brot hers. Officia t ing 
ministers we re Rev. Edgar Bryan, Dr. Arthur 
Rockett a nd Rev. Elcon Sanda u. 

MRS. ERNEST HOOK nee Roelfs, 85, of Apling­
ton, Iowa, died on Dec. 3, 1974. She was born 
Dec. 19, 1888, in German Valley, Ill. She was 
married to Ernest H ook. She received Jesus 
Christ as her personal Savior. and on Feb. 26, 
19 11. she was bapt ized. and received into the 
membership of the Aplington Bapt ist Church. 
She was a faithfu l member of the Bcnevolcnl 
Society. Surv ivin g he r is one brother. The Rev. 
Donald Patc t W3S the officiating ministe r at the 
funeral service. 

KEITH M IC HAE L HUBER. 16, of Colfax . 
Wash .. died on Oct. 27. 1974, as a result o f a 
hunting accident. H e was bo rn J uly 19. 1958. at 
Colfax. Wash . At the age of nine he was con­
verted to Christ and bapt ized by pastor Bernard 
Edinge r and received into the Fi rst Baptist Church 
of Colfax. H e was an omcer in his youth group 
in the church and was very active in the h igh 
school musical grou ps. Surviving him arc his 
parents; two brot hers: Greg and Terry: two 
sisters: Cand y and Pammy: his maternal and 
paternal grandparents. Mr. and Mrs. W illiam 
Kramlich and Mr. and Mrs. Carl Huber. Pastor 
Bernard Edinge r officiated at t he memori31 service. 

MRS. RUTH KATONA nee Ziegler. 5 1, of C ran­
bury, N .J .. died on Nov. 12, 1974. She was 
born on Aug. I. 1923. in Trenton. N.J. Mrs. 
Katona was a membe r o f the First Baptist Church 
of J amesburg. N.J . Surviving her arc her wid­
ower: one dau~htcr, D oreen. :.md one son . Frank 
Jr. The Rev. Karl E. Bieber was t he officiating 
minister at the funeral se rvice. 

NATH AN IAL KOTH , 83, o f George. Iowa. died 
on Nov. 1974. He was born on Sept. 20. 1891. 
in Parkston. S.D. In 19 16 he was united in 
marriage to Anna Schafer. He was con verted in 
his youth and became a member of the Baptist 
church. At the time o f his deat h he was a mem· 
ber of the Central Baptist Church, George. Iowa. 
Survivi ng him arc his widow: five son s: \\filbert. 
Harlow. Curt is. Ivan and Kei t h: t wo s iste rs. 11 
grandch ildren and 10 grc:ll·grandchildrcn. 

PAU LIN E LI EDTK E nee H eilzman, 87. of Wes­
si ngton Sprin~s. S.D .. died on Nov . 26. 1974. 
She was born March 6, 1887. near Alexandria. 
S.D. Jn 1907 she was married to Ca rl Liedtke. 
She was converted in 1904 and was baptized the 
same year at the Plum C reek Bapt ist Church. 
A t the time of her dC3th she was a mcmhcr 
of the Immanuel Baptist C hurch in Wessington 
Springs. She is survived by her seven ch ild ren : 
t wo d aughte rs: Mrs. Lydia Wchcr. an d Eunice: 
fi ve sons : Fred. Chester. Edwin. Reuhen. and 
Lau rel. The Rev. Grayson Paschke was the 
officiating minister .-i t the funeral service. 

KATHARINA LO E BS nee 1-lcupcl, 83. o f Lenla. 
S.D .. died Nov. 9 , 1974. She was horn at Eureka. 
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S.D .. on June 20, 1891. In 1909 she married 
Golllieb G. Loebs. She became a Christian and 
was baptized at the age of 23. She became a 
member of a Baptist church. At the t ime of her 
death she was a member of the First Baptist 
Church, Leola. Su rvivin g her arc th ree sons: 
Edwin, Albert and Arthur; three dau ghters : 
Martha , Ella and Leona; three brothers and one 
sister, 18 !!randchildrcn and 29 great-grandchil­
dren. The Rev. Arnold M . Friez was the officiat­
ing minister at the funeral service. 

EMMA BERWALD MASCHNER, 74, of Ana­
heim, Calif .. died on Nov. 2, 1974. She was born 
June 11. 1904, in Germany. She came to the 
United States in 192 1 and joined t he Erin Ave. 
Baptist Church , Cleveland, Ohio. She served 
as Sunday school superintendent for many years. 
Moving to Cal ifornia she joined the lngclwood 
Bapt ist Church. and se rved for many years as 
teacher in Sunday school and as president of the 
Womens M ission Society. At the t ime o f her 
death she was a member of the Bethel Baptist 
Chu rch. In 1924 she married. She is survived 
by her wid ower Sam; one son , Nomrnn ; one 
daughter, Ruth Hirsch; eight grandchildren. The 
Rev. Jim Green was the officiatin g min ister al 
the funeral service. 

FRED MEYER, 84, of Woonsocket. S.D .. died 
on Nov. 8, 1974. He was born May 6, 1890, 
at Tripp, S.D. H e married Carrie Bauder in 19 13. 
He was baptized an d became a member of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church of Wessin gton Springs, 
S.D. L ater. h e and his wife transferred to the 
I mmanuel Baptist Church of Wessington Springs. 
He is survived by h is widow: one son , James: 
three grandsons, anti one s ister. The Rev. Gray­
son Pasch ke was the officiating ministe r at the 
fu neral se rvice. 

PAUL L. M ILLER. 66, o f Randolph, Minn .. 
died on Nov. 11, 1974. He was born o n Aug. 9, 
1908. At the age of 2 1 h e received Jesu s Christ 
as his personal Savior. was baptized and be­
came a member o f the R andolph Baptist Church 
where he served many fait hful years in a variety 
of capacities. Jn 1940 he married Miss Ardelle 
Hartman. Surviving h im arc his widow; one 
daughter. Sharon : one son . Peter; one brother 
and t wo s isters. T he Rev. George M. Brite was 
the officiating m inister :it the fu neral service. 

THE REV. VICTOR H. PREND INGER. 80, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., died on Oct. 17, 1974. He 
was born in 1894 in Au stria. H e graduated from 
the North American Baptist Seminary in May, 
1924, and was able to celebrate 50 years as an 
ordained minister of the gospel on July 28, 1974. 
H e faithfu lly served three churches : Pilgrim Bap­
t ist o f Jersey Cit y, N .J . ( 1924- 1945). Round Lake 
Baptist of G ladwin, Mich. ( 1945-53). and Berlin 
Bapt ist of Fredonia, N.D. ( 1953-60). Surviving 
him arc his widow, Barbara, to whom he wris 
married for 54 years; two children. four grand­
children . and one great-grandchild . The Rev. 
David H. Wick was the officiating minister at the 
rnemorial service. 

ANDREW SCHAUER, 78, of Ashley. N.D .. died 
on Nov. 23, 1974. He was born Feb. 12, 1898, 
near A shley. He was united in marriage to 
Lydia Jenner in 19 19. H e accepted Ch rist as 
his pe rsonal Savior a t t he age of 17. was bapt ized 
and became a member o f the B:l:ptist church . H is 
fi rst wife died in 1968. In 1969 he was married 
to Rosina Wiest Just. Surviving h im arc his 
widow; one son, Rev. He rbert Schauer; three 
daughters. 28 grandch ild ren, three great-grand­
children. two brothers, t wo s isters, one step­
sister: slepch ildren: two sons. th ree dau ghters. 
The Rev. Etan Pelzer and t he Rev. Paul Van 
Gorkum were the officiatin g m inisters at the 
funeral service. 

MRS. MARILYN SCHAUER nee Schroeder. 44. 
of Ashley, N.D .. died on Nov. 24, 1974. She 
was born June 13 . 1930, at Sabin. Minn. She 
married Millon G . Schauer in 1949. She accep1ed 
Christ as her personal Savior in he r youth. was 
bapt ized. :ind became a very act ive member of 
the A shley Baptist Church. Because of her ex­
ample all her nine children have accepted the 
Lord as t heir Savior. Surviving her arc her 
widower; six sons. t hree daughters. her parents. 
one siste r. three brothers. one h alf s ister. The 
Rev. Etan Pelzer was the omciat ing minister at 
the funeral service. 

ALBERT E. SE IBEL, 58. of Martin, N.D., d ied 
on Nov. 11 , 1974. He was born June 16. 19 16, 
near H arvey, N.D. He was married to Lorraine 
Schmidt in 1938. H e accepted Ch rist at a n early 
age and was baptized at age 14. H e became a 
member of 1hc Count ry Mennonite Church of 
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H a rvey and after his marriage a member of the 
Martin Baptist Church where he served as Sun­
d ay school superintendent, teacher. deacon , choir 
director and member of the male chorus. He 
was moderator of the Northern Dakota Associa­
tion, member of t he Gideons International, and 
member of t he Board of Directors of the 
Bismarck Baptist Home. He designed and 
di rected the construction of the present Martin 
Baptist Chu rch. He served on the Martin School 
Board and Martin Town Board. and served in 
the State House of Representat ives for two 
terms. He is survived by his widow: two sons: 
Kirby and David; two daughters : Mrs. Sharon 
Womble and Myrna Seibel; five grandchildren 
and three sisters. The Rev. Alvin Auch was the 
officiat ing m inister at the funeral service. 

RESURRECTION TRACES IN 
EUROPE 
(Con tinued from page 15) 

person-to-person witnessing has taken 
hold there, especially among the 
youth, since so many tragic events 
have come out of the political, not 
religious, strife. Many are receiving 
Christ through these efforts. 
Italy and the Alps 

Jn Italy we met vibrant young Chris­
tians who are witnessing to the Italian 
youth who are dissatisfied with condi­
tions in their government and are seek­
ing a better way of li fe. It seemed 
very appropriate that this should be 
done where the Apostle Paul left such 
a great impact. We visited the Basilica 
of St. Paul in Rome, gazed in wonder 
at the altar standing above his tomb 
and recalled the events of his last min­
istry here. The catacombs nearby 
caused us to think of the fears and 
persecutions of the early followers of 
Christ. The enthusiasm and ded ica­
tion of the Italian youth as they sought 
out those traveling on our train was 
"catching"-using each moment for 
personal contacts fo r Christ. . 

The highlight of our worship expe­
riences took place after we rose by 
cable li ft to the top of 7,000 foot Mt. 
Pilatus just outside of Luzern, Switzer­
land . We sought out the small chapel 
for meditation and prayer. The story 
of Pi late stating he found no fault in 
Jesus and that he turned him over to 
the crowd was engraved on stone, 
while the embroidered altar cloth pic­
tured him washing his hands. Look­
ing out over the beautiful snow-cov­
ered Alps we felt very close to God. 
Going down on the world's steepest 
cogwheel train was the conclusion of a 
most imspirational Sunday morn ing 
worship experience. 
Dachau Concentration Camp 

The sobering experience of visiting 
the D achau Concentration Camp Me­
morial led us to the protestan t chapel 
where a pastor who had been im­
prisoned here four years told us about 
the 6,000 pastors and priests kept here. 
and of the very trying. heartrending ex-

periences they suffered. He told how 
God had worked a miracle in his be­
half by returning his lost identity to 
him and giving him his subsequent re­
lease. He told us that many prisoners 
in the various concentration camps be­
came Christians and clung to their 
faith through inhuman cruelty. It is a 
very sad part of German history which 
the people would like to forget, trust­
ing that such a th ing will never happen 
again. 
American Church in Brussels 

While in Brussels with our younger 
son, George, and his fam ily, we at­
tended the American Protestant Church 
with them. This is made up of 16 de­
nominations. Its members come from 
various points in America working 
for companies that have sent them to 
do a particular work there for a year 
or more. They worship together with 
a very special pastor and are most 
helpful to one another, as finding their 
place in strange and sometimes be­
wildering situations becomes di fficult. 
As they learn the French language and 
as understanding between people 
grows, it becomes easier to make their 
way. The services are well attended, 
and the friendliness of the people 
makes one feel very welcome. 

The many travelers, especially scores 
of young people, help to establish bet­
ter understanding and good relations 
among the peoples of the world. We 
trust we left a good witness and 
friendly spirit behind us wherever our 
footsteps left their imprint. D 

THANK YOU 

I want to thank all of the friends 
who so kindly remembered me 
with cards and notes of sympathy 
during my bereavement over the 
death of my beloved husband. 
the Rev. Victor H. Prendinger." 

Mrs. Victor H. 
(Barbara) Prendinger 

• The address lists of the subscribers 
to the BAPTIST HERALD and DER 
SENDBOTE have been fed into a com­
puter. The computerized mai ling sys­
tem will hopefully cut down on many 
man hours and will speed up the pro­
cessing of address changes. P lease , 
check the address label on this and the 
next issues and report any errors with 
corrections. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

The Editor 
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Join the 
BAPTIST 
WORLD 

CONGRESS 
TOUR 

(Stockholm, Sweden) 

and also visit 

REFORMATION 
HERITAGE SITES 

Sponsored by 
NORTH AMERICAN 

BAPTIST SEMINARY 
Dr. David J . Draewell, President 

18-Days; 5 Countries 

Departure: July 4, 1975 

ONLY $1,234.00 
(From New York) 

Visit Baptist and Reformation Sites 
with Qualified Leaders and have Time 
and Relaxation as you go to England, 
Holland, Sweden, Germany, Switzer-
la nd ; INCLUDING London 
A msterdam, Berlin (East-West), 
Rhine Tour, Frankfurt, Zu rich: 
Geneva, Stockholm. 

Full Sigh tseeing Program Included 

APPEALING 
PRICE- GREAT 

TOUR-GOOD LEADERS 

i;;;-B7o~h~r;s:- - - - - - - - - -

Baptist World Congress Tour 
North American Baptist Seminary 
1605 S. Euclid; Sioux Falls. SD 57105 
or directly to: 

Rev. Ben Zimmerman 
W holesale Tours 
Pioneer Bank Bu ilding 
Ramona, SD 57054 
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by Paul H . Siewert 

As 
I 
see 
it. 

Something almost eschatological hap­
pened at a church weekend retreat in 
Napa, Idaho. The retreat started with 
the you th and parents at opposite poles. 
Sensing the defensiveness between the 
tw_o, the leader took a ll the teenagers 
as ide and asked them to li st all the 
gripes they could think of against their 
~arents . Immediately these youth, once 
listless a nd bored, snapped to attention. 
The list soon became so long there 
wasn't room on the blackboard. 

Then the tables were turned and the 
par~nts we~e a~ked to li st thei r gripes 
against their kids. Again the lis t got 
long. and heavy, until one distraught­
lookin? lady with h.er hands propped 
up sa id, ~1t~ startling insight , "Why 
are we e n1oymg this so much? Look 
at the things up there-pressure ir­
resp~nsi?ility, lack of trust, no ~om­
mun 1ca t1~n-who are we trying to fool? 
Those things are just as true of us as 
they are of our kids." 

After a lot of d iscussion, the parents 
asked that all the twenty gripes be 
erased for one summarizing statement 

.When the teen agers were brought i ~ 
w11h .the parents they were asked to 
~xpla in some of their gri pes. Some were 
unny. some emotional, but eve ryone 

got across at least one pointed .t . . en 1c1sm. 

Now for the parents! Th k 'd · d · e ' 1 s were 
excite . They braced the I . 
to bl h mse ves ready 

;lSt t e parents list B t , 
director wheeled the bla~kb u when the 

they read this startling, stat~~;:n ~rit ~~ · 
parents: ''The one thin e 
about our kids is th ·11 ti~ "':'e don't like 
like we are." • ey re too much 

What else can J s·iy e 
the way I see it. too!'.' 0 xcept , "That's 

-
Tlte Rev. Paul Siewert iv ti 
rite Pin t 8 . . Cl · le pastor of 

. . ap11st lltrclt , Minot N D 
111 1/11.1· colu11111 Mi· 5.. ' · · · te wert I cttrrent . ,1. . 1111a y ze.v 

I( l!J IOU .\' ll l' \VV of ft1'r I . 
' " C 10 /Ce. 

(G&dj ~\tunteers 
Report 

by Tina Angeles and Betty H auge 
"Evangelism is more caught than 
taught !' This was the thought presented 
to us many times th roughout our train­
ing period. As we continue to trav~I 
from church to church, we see this 
statement being proven over and over 
again by the church people themselves. 

While in Swan R iver, Manitoba, the 
home of a team member, the services 
were well-attended, with many young 
people receptive to the music and chal­
lenge presented at the coffee-hous.e. 
Many church members part icipated m 
the visitat ion with us throughout the 
week. People took time to be involved, 
and God was doing great things. 

The music section ministered for 
three days in Ochre River, Manito? a. 
During that short time they hel~ ~me 
public services and were able to minister 
to over th ree thousand people . 

Moosehorn , Ma nitoba . was the next 
setting for exciting times with God's 
people. T here were 18 decis ions for 
C hrist through the door-to-door sur­
vey; and many prospects were found 
for the church. H ow thrillin g to re­
ceive letters from churc h members 
telling of the joys o f thei r own follow-
up ministry. . . 

After a one-night s top at Winnipeg 
and Beausejour, the music section :vas 
the first to c ross the border back into 
the United States, where Randolp~. 
Minn., was the first stop. T he enthusi­
asm there of the pasto r and his people 
warmed our hearts. Many attended the 
services a nd went calli ng with the team. 
We found our time pass ing much too 
quickly, and it was difficult to lea~e. that 
li1tle Baptist church with a big v1s1on . 

Amid the snow and flu in LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin, we continued to see God 
work ing through his people . . Those 
that went calling with us radiated a 
contagious enthusiasm for shari~g Jesus 
C hr ist throughout the community. 

While in Racine, Wis., we met a la~ge 
group of young people already activ~ 
in a church visita tion program ~n 
anxious to continue. The music sect10n 
presented the musical " Alle lu iah" on 

fi · I was 
Sunday evening and there de nite Y 
a "sweet sweet' spirit in that place." 

' f our 
We had ou r las t c rusade be o re 

(Co111i1111ed 011 page 31 ) 
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• The R ev. Wilfried Bruns, since 1973 
pasto r of the Pioneer Baptist Church 
in Pound, Wis., has resigned from this 
position to go back into secular work. 
• The R ev. Klaus Hildebrandt has 
accepted the call to the Zion Baptist 
Church, Edmonton, Alta., effective 
February 197 5. H e previous! y served 
the Immanuel Baptist Church, Van­
couver, B.C. 
• Mr. Floyd McLa11gh/in, director of 
Christian Education at the Bethel Bap­
tist C hurch, Anaheim, Calif. , has re­
signed from his posi tion. 
• The R ev. W. H . Dachtler, since J 969 
pastor of the Community Baptist 
Church in Xenia, Ohio, has accepted 
the call to a non-N.A.B. mission work 
in Oklahoma. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP RECORD/ NAB 
Totol for twelve months 
Januory·Dcccmbcr 197 4 - S 1,989,808.4 1 
January·December 1973 - $1 ,959,017.59 
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• Mr. L eonard K ageler has accepted 
the call to rhe Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, B.C., effective Jan. 4, 1975. 
He will be working part-time until the 
completion of his theological studies at 
North American Baptist Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, S.D., beginning full time 
work as of June I . 
• The Rev. K en Schafer is the pastor 
of the Calvary Baptist Church, P itts­
burg, Pennsylvania. 
• The Rev. George E. Engle, since 
1972 pastor of the Fellowship Baptist 
Church, Sterling Heights, Mich ., ter­
minated his ministry at the church, on 
Dec. 3 1, 1974. 
• Dr. Jack Scott, since 1963 pastor of 
the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Detro it, 

BASIC MISSION PROGRAM 
Goal fo r 1974 - $1,974,000 
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Whot·s Hoppening 
Mich., is now the president of Central 
Baptist Semina ry , Toronto, Ontario. 
• The R ev. Frank Unruh is the -pa-:.\i.::it 
of the Calvary Baptist Church, Carring­
ton, N .D . 
• T lte R ev. Ulrich B . L aser is the pas­
tor of the Immanuel Baptist C hurch in 
Woodside, N.Y. Previously he has 
served the church as Minister of Youth 
and Christian Education . 
• The R ev. Robert F . Penner has ac­
cepted the call to the Grace Baptist 
Church, G rand F orks, N.D. , effective 
January 15. He previously served the 
Bethel Baptist Church, Missoula , Mon­
tana. 
• The Rev. David Unrau is serving the 
Bethel Bapt ist C hurch. Windsor, Ont. 
H e previously was pastor of the Canora 
Baptist Church, Canora, Saskatchewan . 
• Mr. and Mrs. Robert McCain , ad­
ministrators at the North American 
Baptist Home, Madison, S.D., have 
resigned from their positions. The 
home is looking for a qualified ad­
ministrator as replacement. 

E lmer Bradley, Arizona land devel­
oper and build ing contractor, an­
nounced the dual sale of Success With 
Y outh Publications, Inc. to Douglas 
Ross and The Carpenter's Shop, a 
Christian book store, to Patrick Brant. 
Mr. Bradley said he was pleased to 
turn over ownership of two fine Chris­
tian companies to two people who have 
been largely responsible for the suc­
cess of both businesses. Bradley is 
former mayor of Tempe. Arizona, and 
past chairman of the Arizona Billy 
Graham Crusade. 

Ross joined Success With Youth in 
J 968 and has been President since 
197 1. H e has brought that company 
to national prominence as the largest 
publisher of Christ ian youth mate­
rials in the United States. Before 
joining SWY. Ross served in various 
posit ions with Youth for Christ. Ken 
Anderson Films. National Association 
of Evangelicals and T yndale House 
Publishers. This year- under the 
Whirlybirds, Jet Cadets. Alpha Teens. 
Omega and related resources- Success 
With Youth will provide Christian 
youth materials for over 14.000 
churches throughout the nation. 

Both Success With Youth and The 
Carpenter's Shop remain at the same 
address ( 4 15 West Southern Ave.) and 
may be reached at the same telephone 
numbers-968-3464 for Success With 
Youth. and 968-870 l for The Car­
penter's Shop. 0 
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 
LORD, NOT MY 

FEET ONLY . .. 

Lord Jesus, you have washed my feet! 
While we were reclining comfortably 

around the table 
it irritated us when you 
got up from supper, 
took off your robe, 
and wrapped a towel a round your loins. 

You did not see the looks I exchanged 
wi th the other disciples. 

I had hinted before 
that one of us should have washed your 

feet. 
There we were-your fo llowers--eating, 
and all of us were guilty 
of eating without having cleaned up 

before. 

But with you around 
we always had felt much greate r freedom 
with regard to our laws. 
You had taught us 
that the sabbath was made for man 
not man for the sabbath. ' 
You had given us the impression 
that you were lord not only of the 

sabbath 
but of everythin g else, including our 

rituals. 
Yet, when we were meeting 
for the well deserved supper, 
you had to wrap that towel around your 

loins. 
To me it was 
as if you'd put it right around my neck! 

I still hear the sound 
of pouring water fil ling up the basin. 
You know my temper. 
I was ready to jump up 
and do it all myself. 
But then-I guess-I was too tired. 
Think of the fu ll days we've had ! 
On Friday when we came to Bethany 
we had a supper invitation. 
The host, a Pharisee, really should have 

known better 
but also he for~ot the simple gesture 
of h~ving your dusty feet cleaned. 
(I didn't expect him to take care of 

my feet; 
yet, he should at least have washed 

yours.) 
And the? that woman from the street 

came m, 
wit~ her. alabaster flask of very expen­

sive omtment, 
which she poured out all over your feet. 
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H ow embarrassed the Pharisee was! 
He thought of waste and reputa tion . 
I, knowing you, did not th ink low of 

her as a person; 
but a lso I felt strangely over such a 

waste. 
And you? 
Instead of lectu ring to your host, 
you told the story of the credi tors to me. 
I got your message, I understood it 

clearly, 
that those love most who, before meet-

ing you, 
had not been loved by anybody; 
and one who is forgiven little, 
shows little love. 

Lord Jesus, you have washed my feet! 
I did not move a fi nger then to please 

you. 
Yet, it was not lack of love 
tha t made me overlook the cleaning 

task. 
Too much had happened on the days 

before. 
The entry into Jerusalem. Triumphant 

day ! 
Then Monday-which started out 
with cursing of the fig tree, 
and ended with a lesson for 
the money changers at the Temple. 
And on Tuesday? 
Writers once will face the big task to 

report on 
what a ll happened on that day. 
A!l day lo~g you and we were occupied 
with teachmg and debating. 
The ~ext day was the same, although 

quieter. 
So, when Thursday came, 
we all were tired and exhausted. 
You had commanded us to get th ings 

ready. 
We did ; we shopped and set the table. 
In a way, we all felt like official hosts 
and therefore none would want to pla; 

a servant's role 
and wash your feet. 

But you, Lord Jesus, washed my feet. 
That washed my head, my soul , my all. 
I came alive. 
I yearned to do something to please you. 
That's why I made the promises I made. 
You cautioned me· 
I wouldn't here of ' it. 
Now, three denials and many tears later, 
I know that you were right. 

Lord Jesus, you have done so much 
for me. 

You ca lled me from the fishing nets 
to work for you. 

letters to the editor 
Dear Editor: 
After reading the SEND BOTE for the 
past 45 years, I have canceled my sub­
scription as of January 1. Because I 
feel, it was in such poor taste to present 
us in the Christmas edition with the ser­
mon of Mr. Patzia about the "Horrors 
in the White House." I feel , this sort 
of a rticle does not belong in the BAP­
T IST H E RA LO, since we get this da ily 
in the press. We have plenty of "an­
alysts" right here in the States, that are 
doing a very good job of tak ing Mr. 
N ixon apart. We don't need the man 
from Canada to "analize" things for us; 
he should go into polit ics. He would be 
right at home there. 

I have spoken to any number of peo­
ple who have resented this article in 
our church-paper, and you will never 
know, just how many you have "turned 
off." H ildegard H armuth, Long Island 
City, N.Y. 

D ear Editor: I would like to express 
my thanks for the ministry of our de­
nominational periodical-a ministry 
that is both inspirational and educa­
tional. Miss G . Albrecht, Oak Bank, 
Manitoba. D 

You healed where fever had a ttacked 
my family. 

You saved 
when storms and waves proved to be 

stronger than my fa ith . 
Yo u knew 
how to handle a man like me. 
once maki ng me the rock-foundation 

of the Ch urch 
and shortly after tha t rebuking me as 

Satan . 
For a ll that you have done for me. 
l thank you with my life. 
But that one day you washed my feet 
I never wi ll forget. 
That day you taught me how to love 
and how to be a part of you. 
I am your servan t, you' re the Master. 
Feel free to wash me, make me clean; 
but Lord, not my feet only .. . RJ K 

BAPTIST HERALD 

WHEN CHRIST DIED 
(Co11ti1111ed from page 2) 

And help us to remember that it will always be this 
way; that we wil l always be enti rely dependent 
upon you. 

And now as we empty ourselves by the confession 
of our sins, the confession of our shortcomings, 
and the confession of our feebleness, 

May this knowledge give us joy as we are released 
from the burden of self, 

from the burden of self-effort , 
from the burden of sel f-promotion, 
from the burden of self-centered living. 

thank you for the promise that you will cleanse 
and heal ; fi l l and use each one who comes 
honestly seeking. PRAISE GOD! " IT IS FINISHED." D 

If you 're moving, please let us know 
six weeks in advance before chang­

ing your address, a nd we will send 

the BAPTIST HERALD to your new 

address. Fill in your new address 
and enclose your present address or 

just clip your present mailing label. 

------------------------

7308 M adison Street 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

CITY _________ _ 

STATE/ PROV. _ ___ _ 

ZIP ___ _ 

March 1975 

A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING . .. 
(Co11ti1111ed from page 5) 

which I have been worthy 
enough 

to reflect your radiance to man. 

though many of the church people were 
busy with holiday preparations they 
supported the team with their attend­
ance at the services and during visita­
tion. 

All that I will yet reflect, 
you will grant me. And for that 
which I will not succeed in re­

flecting, 
you have appointed others." 

You may be among those "others." 

Continually we are seeing that no 
matter how many services are held or 
how many seminars are given, it is not 
until we all get involved in "on-the-job" 
training that we experience the excite­
ment of evangelism. Very definitely, 
evangelism is more caught than taught. 

It is time to believe again. It is time to 
hope again. It is time to sing again. It 
is time to stand up and be counted 
again. But you can only do it, and the 
nation be blessed, if first you have peace 
with G od. O 

GOD'S VOLUNTEERS .. . 
(Co11ti1111ed from page 28) 
Christmas break at the Brook Park 
Baptist Church in Minneapolis, Minne­
sota. In the four days we were there 
ten people accepted Christ, and al-

"The First Baptist Church of Col­
fax, Washington , will celebrate its 
70th Anniversary as a North 
American Baptist Church on March 
9th. All who attend the event or 
send greetings will receive a me­
mento of the anniversary observ­
ance. 
All are welcome to attend." 

Bernard Edinger, Pastor 

INVEST IN CiOD'S WORK 
TO BUILD NEW CHURCHES 

through the 

Church Extension Investors Fund 
The Church Extension Investors Fund is a not-for-profit corpora­
tion serving the North American Baptist General Conference 
churches. 

The purpose of the Fund is to encourage Church Extension 
churches to build, by providing interest-bearing loans to qualified 
new churches engaged in building programs. 

Any individual, family, or church may participate in the Fund by 
investing multiples of $100.00. Term deposits earn 51/2 to 61/2 
percent annual interest. Interest is paid on January 1st and 
July 1st. 

For further informat ion and investment application, please write 
to: 

CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 

D 
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COME WITH US 
TO 

THE LAND OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN 

JOIN THE 

N.A.B. BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS TOUR 

June 29-July 21, 1975 

SEE 
England-Norwru' -Sweden-Denmark 

WELCOME TD SWEDEN 
13th 

Baptist World Congress 
Stockholm 

July 8-13,1975 

I 
Price from New York - $ 1,627.85 

Opt ·1 al Route after Congress-July 13-21: 
Copenhagen - Helsinki - Leningrad - Moscow - Kiev 
Price from New York for optional route - $ 1,925.05 

Sponsored by NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Boptist Herold 
7308 Madison Street 
Forest Park, lllinois 60130 

Non-profit organization. 
Second class postage 
paid at Forest Park, Illinois 60130 
and at additional m ailing offices. 

Tour Guides: Rev. John Binder and Dr. R. J. Kersten 
For information: Contact your pastor o r write for brochu re 

Rev. John Binder, 7308 Madison Street, Forest Park, Illinois 60130 


