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Awakening Enlargement Campaign When Christ Died
by Billy Graham by Ervin Gerlitz
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When Christ Died

It was a somber day when Christ died . . .
A day when hope died,
and despair moved in.
A day when goodness died,
and evil ruled.
A day when love died,
and hate prevailed.
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The gisciples all forsook him and fled ... dor 1o
The political rulers compromised in OF
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Peter, bold Peter, denied him three times
The sorrowing women have no mfluenqg —p

A tide of successful jealousy, selfish ambition, per-
sonal hate, ugly unbelief and outright rebellion
against God flooded over and destroyed the best

__goodness of which men were capable,
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| would like to think that | am a good man . . .
Haven't | followed Jesus?

Just as surely as any disciple, | know he called
me.

Haven’t | sometimes “‘stuck my neck out” for him?
Yes, Peter, you've got company.

Haven't | loved Jesus? Haven't tears of joy flooded
my soul as well as my eyes as | thought of his
gracious forgiveness of my sins?

Haven't | preached in the name of Jesus?

And witnessed—and taught—and invited others
to follow him?

Why then, isn't evil overcome? Why do men still
compete with one another, take advantage of one
another?

Why is there still so much jealousy and hate and
unbelief?

Why so much unbelief? So many churches, so many
rngo _programs, so much literature, so much
visitation!
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How superficial, how ineffectual, how feeble and
short-lived is human goodness.
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NEWS<{}}FLASH

STOCKHOLM, Sweden—The
world’s need for a religious awak-
ening was the main topic when
Alexander Solzhenitsyn and Billy
Graham met privately for more
than an hour here. The exiled
Russian author was in Stockholm
to accept his Nobel Prize for
Literature, and the American
evangelist was on the first stop of
a trip to several European coun-
tries in which he planned to visit
religious leaders primarily.

“Solzhenitsyn has the kind of
intellect and moral courage that
the world so desperately needs to-
day,” Graham said after the Sun-
day evening (Dec. 8) meeting.
“His grasp of both history and
theology is amazing.”

The evangelist added: “The
world is facing collapse through
the pressures of the arms race,
population explosion, hunger, run-
away inflation and racial tension,
but mostly because of a spiritual
vacuum. This is why a worldwide
spiritual awakening is so sorely
needed. If we do not have it we
will rush straight toward Arma-
geddon.”

Among stops on the evangelist’s
itinerary are London and Brussels.
In the British capital he was
scheduled to have breakfast with
the new Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Dr. Donald Coggan. In
Brussels he was to be a dinner
guest of Leonard Firestone, United
States Ambassador to Belgium.
One of Graham’ major 1975 com-
mitments is in Brussels, where he
will speak at a youth event known
as Eurofest '75 and at a cru-
sade. []

Help the subscription
agent of your church
by renewing your sub-
scription to the
BAPTIST HERALD
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A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING -
PURPOSE AND MEANING IN YOUR LIFE ., 5. e

Our newspapers and our television
screens bring news of a hundred and
one dangerous problems that could ex-
plode into a world conflagration over-
night. If it were not for that eighth
wonder of the world, Henry Kissinger
and his magic carpet, and the moral
courage of Solzhenitsyn, we would
have little hope from a human point of
view. Each day seemingly adds to our
already impressive number of problems
and crises. A wave of violent crimes,
mass murders, political kidnappings,
massive drug abuse, rampant inflation,
pollution, the breakdown of families,
a jittery stock market—the list could
go on and on.

What is wrong? It is almost a para-
dox that our nation, possessing all the
economic affluence for enjoying life
should stand on the very verge of dis-
aster. As Americans we have at our
beck and call all the necessary arma-
ments for national security, but we are
still insecure. We have all the material
possessions deemed essential for happi-
ness, but we are unhappy. Science has
brought us close to a material paradise
but we also stand on the precipice of
hell itself. Millions of Americans are
happy on the outside, but deep down
something is missing: you are empty,
%}(Jre_d, searching for purpose and mean-
Ing in life—or just putting your mind
In neutral and taking a fatalistic atti-
tude. A distinguished Britisher said re-
cently that he visited an American home
that seemed to have everything. There
were three cars in the garage, a gor-
geous living room laden with expensive
furniture and a color TV set, a kitchen
filled with the latest gadgets, and a
large pool with a beautiful patio. How-
ever, the lady of the house was reading
a boqk entitled, “How to be happy.”

Things have become so discouraging
that one woman awaiting the birth of
her baby was quoted in the press the
other day as saying, “I don't want my
child to be born in a world like this.”
A grandparent wistfully said to me, “T
wonder what kind of world my grand-

children are going to live in. I'm
afraid for them.”
Some have accused me of being a

moral a!armisut who leans on the panic
button. But I have traveled over the
world too much, talked privately to
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many of our national leaders, and
sifted the fears and concerns of the
average American too many times to
be overly optimistic about the state of
our nation. It is now possible to agree
with Oswald Spengler that this gen-
eration will see the decline of Western
civilization. The fissures have appeared
and we cannot cement them. The road
ahead is down, unless God intervenes.
I once asked my long-time friend John
Steinbeck what would save America.
He thought a moment and thought-
fully answered, “A catastrophe.”

I see nothing wrong about being a
realist: seeing things as they are, “tell-
ing it like it is.” Indeed, the worst
course of action would be to bury our
heads in the sand and shrink or hide
from the dangers that threaten to en-
gulf us.

What are these dangers? What is
the nature of the crisis that faces
America? Do we have the spiritual re-
sources to resist the dangers and sur-
vive the crisis?

First of all, there is a political crisis!
The furor over Watergate had a pro-
found and unsettling effect on our na-
tion. To me the most disturbing aspect
of Watergate is not the crimes that have
been committed, though they are bad
enough. The most disturbing thing is
the reaction of millions of young
Americans who may become cynical
and disillusioned with our whole govern-
mental system. Unless this disease of
the spirit is checked and reversed, it
could undo us, we could come unglued.
Democracy cannot survive when the
people have lost confidence in it, and
when confidence has been seriously
eroded, no democracy can function ef-
ficiently and effectively.

Secqnd]y. we face an economic Crisis.
We enjoy the highest standard of living
of any nation in the history of the world,
We are the best fed, the best clothed
But we are ey egtoople n history

! also beginning to pay the
price for our affluent living and our def-
cit spending. Just to pay the interest
on the National Debt costs over one
half billion dollars a week. Even an
cconomic fool ought to gee th ‘

2o _ _ at this
policy is leading to disaster. Inflation
has hit every American. We have spent

our money and our
money. We may be the last of the big
sp_epders. We are told that the energy
Crisis may be here to stay. We read in
the press that a worldwide food crisis

grandchildren’s

grips the world. We are even told th_a\t
there may be a shortage of bread in
this country by the end of the year. I
was told the other day that the world
is only one crop away from world-wide
disaster. In other words, if we lose one
crop, a famine will sweep the world on
a scale that history has never kno‘w_n.

Thirdly, we face a wave of political
terrorism. Some of my “contacts” tell
me that it is only the beginning.

The problems that are mou_nting are
very similar to those in pre-Hitler Ger-
many.

But the supreme crisis that confronts
us is neither political nor economic. It
is moral and spiritual. And if we fail to
solve this moral and spiritual crisis we
may be doomed like the great natigqs
of the past who failed to solve the crisis
of the human spirit. .

The signposts of the moral and spir-
itual crisis are all around us. Morally
and spiritually our country is in mor-
tal danger. Desperately millions are
turning to Indian Gurus, the occult—
and thank God millions of others are
turning to the Bible. The popularity of
“The Exorcist” indicates America’s fas-
cination with demons, evil and the devil.

The spiritual problem is an individual
problem, not simply a political, govern-
mental, educational or economic prob-
lem—it is one that rests with you and
me. Society is made up of individuals,
and there can and will be no lasting
social reform until the individuals who
make up society are reformed. The
problems of society are caused by men
and women in our society. We are 2
nation of individuals, and we are perl-
lously close to reproducing the Iife-S[Y_le
of the people in the Book of Judges in
the Old Testament, of whom it is said:
“Every man did what was right in his
own eyes.” Take a hard look at Ameri-
ca and all of its problems. It is not
unlike a mirror in which you see your-
self, with all the confusion, emptiness
and self-centeredness that dwell in you.
Jeremiah, the prophet, said, “The heart
15 deceitful above all things, and des-
perately wicked; who can know it?”

Jeremiah lived more than 2,500 years
ago. His nation was passing through
a series of crises very similar to our
own. Like America, Judah had a long
history, and had passed through many
crises successfully. Jeremiah, howeverl,
said that the crisis of his own day was
deeper than any previous one.
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Like modern America, the people of
Jeremiah’s time faced external enemies.
The nation was threatened by one of
the mightiest empires the world had
ever known . . . the Babylonian Empire
under King Nebuchadnezzar. As a
result of this threat, the nation was
torn and divided politically. Some ad-
vocated surrender. Some sought an al-
liance with another strong nation to es-
tablish a balance of power. Still others
wishfully thought nothing was wrong,
and cried aloud: “Peace, peace, when
there is no peace” (Jer. 8:11).

Like modern America, the people of
Jeremiah's time were caught up in an
economic crisis. Vast sums of money
were spent to build fortified cities and to
support large armies. Large amounts
of money also went to pay tribute to
foreign powers, and this meant the
people were slowly being bled to death
economically.

But also like modern America, the
greatest crisis of the kingdom of Judah
was moral and spiritual. Jeremiah said,
“Were they ashamed when they com-
mitted abomination? No, they were not
at all ashamed; they did not know how
to blush.” God had richly blessed the
nation in the past, but the people aban-
doned God and chose to go it alone.
Jeremiah warned that God's judgment
would surely overtake them if they did
not repent and turn to God.

I am often asked, “Is America at the
crossroads?” My answer is an em-
phatic “no!” 1 do not think that Amer-
ica is at a crossroads today. You see,
the image of the crossroad implies that
we are at a place where we can choose
one or more roads to follow. I think
we have already made a choice at a
crossroads some time ago. I do_ubt
that anyone can specify the exact time
when this choice was made . . . but it
has been made. We are well along the
dead end road we deliberately chose to
follow. In a nation which will pay an
actor three million dollars to plag{ in a
pornographic film or make a heroine of
an actress who displays her talents of
sexual perversion on the screen; who
not only makes heroes of people who
are calling for the overthrow of the
government, but pays them high fees
for their speeches, then we are in deep
trouble. America reminds me of a men-
tal institution where the patients have
taken over and have locked up the
doctors. Our values are upside down.
We are not thinking straight. The choice
was made when America as a nation
abandoned obedience to God and to his
moral Law. We chose the road of
secularism, hedonism, materialism and
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moral permissiveness. It is true of
course that there are millions of individ-
ual Americans who have not abandoned
obedience to God or to his moral Law.
It is also true that millions of people
are responding to the proclamation of
the Gospel, but these encouraging facts
should not lead us to self-delusion that
all will work out; that the coming judg-
ment will be averted; that our nation
as a nation is following God.

The Bible contains many warnings.
The Apostle Paul in his letter to the
Romans warned of the danger of delib-
erately forfeiting the truth of God and
accepting “a lie.” He said if they con-
tinued in this direction they could be
sure they would reap the harvest of the
evil they had sown. Three times Paul
said, “God gave them up.” There comes
a point beyond which no nation, no
community, no family, nor even an
individual can go without being judged
by God. When we reach that point of
moral decadence and idolatry, “God
gives us up.” Nothing is left but ter-
rifying judgment, both in this life and
in the life to come.

Like the people of the time of Jere-
miah, God has mightily blessed us in
the past. Our nation was founded on
firm moral principles; our forefathers
wanted this to be a nation in which
God was honored. But what has hap-
pened? We have abandoned God, and
we face the imminent danger of being
abandoned by him.

What is the answer to the crisis that
faces us at this hour? In the midst of
the current crisis the greatest mistake
we could make would be to fail to di-
agnose the illness or to offer an effec-
tive remedy. To many in Jeremiah’s
day the answers seemed clear enough,
or so they thought. If the crisis was
political, the answer must surely be to
take some sort of firm political action.
If the crisis was economic, the answer
must be to take some sort of economic
action. But Jeremiah said these answers
alone were futile. Jeremiah said the
real crisis was moral and spiritual not
economic and political. The answer,
therefore, could never be politics or
economics. Before the economic and
political problems were tackled, the na-
tion must repent of its sin and turn back
to God for forgiveness. The nation must
seek again the way of God and walk in
the law of God.

This is the only answer “ultimately”
to America’s problems. Yes, we do
need election reform laws to prevent
another Watergate. Yes, we do need to
take practical steps to avert a threat-

ened economic recession. Yes, we need

to change the structures of society so
that there is more justice in the land.

But all of these will fail if they are not

linked with a return to God on the part
of the people of this nation.

We have seen in recent days an
amazing example of moral courage in
the person of Solzhenitsyn. He was a
bright young mathematician and artil-
lery officer, a dedicated Communist,
when he was thrust into the prison sys-
tem of the Soviet Union. That sys-
tem became a school where he met
other prisoners, learned about the de-
mocracy he had been shut away from.
He also learned about God. It was
while in prison that he began to talk
about God and write about God. The
Christian orientation of a Solzhenitsyn
and a Pasternak comes to us as a sur-
prise, but Anatoli Kuznetsov, who has
sought asylum in Great Britain, told
Malcolm Muggeridge that there is
scarcely a single writer, artist, musician
or scientist in the Soviet Union in whom
a similar orientation was not to be de-
tected. Muggeridge asked him how this
could have happened, given the enor-
mous anti-religious brainwashing job
done on the people, and the absence of
all Christian literature. His reply is
memorable: the authorities, he said,
forgot to suppress the works of Tolstoy
and Dostoyevsky.

Sitting in our safe homes, or going to
a beautiful university, there is no single
one of us who does not ask himself
whether he could have the courage to
lay his life on the line. Where did Solz-
henitsyn get this kind of courage?

You can find the answer all the way
through his books. He summarized it
in a poem that was published in Vogue
Magazine:

“How simple for me to live with

you,
O Lord! How easy to believe
in you!

When, in confusion, my soul bares it-

self or bends,
when the most wise can see no
further than this night
and do not know what the mor-

row brings:

you fill me with the clear cer-
tainty

that you exist and that you
watch ’

to see that all the paths of
righteousness be not closed.
From the heights of worldly glory
I am astonished by the path
through despair you have pro-
vided
me—ithis path from

(Continued on page 31)



Dear Dr. Schilke: The Nagoya Cru-
sade was held here during October/
November for eight days. During the
afternoon of the last day of the crusade
I decided to have a party for a num-
ber of friends with the idea that we
all would attend the crusade together.
At my party were seven Japanese
friends from my Atako Co. class—two
former students from Matsusaka Col-
lege and one Taiwanese girl friend who
speaks both Japanese and English. Also
I invited Reimer Clausen and another
German missionary friend of mine—
also Lois Faust.

The party was a huge success—J
think the very best I've given, but |
was a bit disappointed when five of my
friends “bowed out” at the Jast minute
and didn’t attend the crusade. How-
ever, five friends, all non-Christians
did go with us four Christians. ,

My friends were really surprised at
the number of people at the auditorium
and. at the neat music. The Japanese
t(_Ehrlstlams really did a lot of prepara-
1on, and everythmg Just turned out so
near.' It was a real good first-time
experience for the four who had never
attended any such Christian meeting or
service. My friends thought it was great
that I got (o go forward and receive
a copy of the speaker’s book for bring-
INg 50 many people.
But that wasn't the neatest thing that
happened. One of my friends, S, §
was once a student of mine at Matsul:
saka College. T am a firm believer in

Miss Bonnie B. Phillips is a shori-term

missionary stationed in Nagoya Japan
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doing whatever possible to build deep
friendships, and since the only way of
doing this is by spending time with
people, I was forever getting the college
girl to come the 2% hours to Nagoya
to spend a Saturday with me. Miss S,
was one girl who really liked this idea.
She came a number of times before her
graduation, and afterwards she got a
job in Nagoya; so she came over often
?fter that. T have to admit that feed-
ing and entertaining girls can get ex-
pensive and tiresome after awhile. But
I managed O.K., and it sure turned out
to be really worthwhile, because during
these visits T was able to share my faith
with her.

I' remember my first opportunity:
When she stayed over night and when
It was time for bed she asked me if
I prayed before T went to sleep. I felt
then that someday she would become
a Christian.

Well, at the close of the meeting when
Rev. Takimoto gave an invitation and
the choir sang in Japanese “Just As I
z_im", Miss S. was really touched. Tears
Just rolled down her cheeks, I asked her
if she would like me to go forward with
her. Together with arms around each
other we went and T listened as she
accepted Christ. It was a beautiful ex-
perience.

And. neater yet—which I think you'll
appreciate—she has  been attending
church every Sunday since this time and
has  been accepted readily into the
youth group. She also attended our
youth retreat this weekend,

So God is really using our efforts
here—that’s for sure. J. had the hack-

ground for a decision because she at-
tended Lucy Wipf's—Matsusaka En-
glish Bible class. And in her testimony
she mentioned this as being a real im-
portant part of her decision.

Here is still another example of God’s
concern for individuals. A close friend
of mine, Mr. K., attended the crusade
with us. I found out some interesting
things afterward. He told me “a coin-
cidence had occurred!” His mother,
he said, is a Christian, something he had
never told me before. When he was
young she took him to Sunday school.
When Rev. Takimoto spoke in the cru-
sade, something about him brought back
memories to him. He wrote down Rev-
Takimoto’s name and took it to his
mother. It turned out that Rev. Taki-
moto was his old Sunday school teacher
and pastor of the church they attended
almost 20 years ago. This incident
really impressed Mr. K., and I believe
he is doing some real thinking. I'm
sure his mother is praying for him, as
Lois and 1 are.

One other neat thing which both
Lois and I were able to do was attend
a traditional Japanese wedding in To-
kyo. One of my friends paid for both
our trips just because he knew it would
most likely be our only chance. We
attended the Shinto ceremony and din-
ner party. It was beautiful but also
very sad. It was a good experience for
us, because it made us both all t!le
more thankful for the reality of Christ
in our lives.

I just though you might like to h;ar
some of the neat things happening
here. Bonnie Phillips []
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by Fred Folkerts ‘

Introducing # iy
Or: and Mrs. David W, Bralbke

Dr. David Grabke entered the operating room at Banso
Baptist Hospital as I left. He had completed his early
morning rounds of the hospital wards and was ready for
the three following surgery cases of the morning. 1 had
watched the first surgery while Dr. Dieter Lemke per-
formed an eye cataract surgery. The two doctors were
scheduled to do the remaining surgeries together. 1 noticed
the enthusiasm and energy which characterized Dr.
Grabke’s movements. He wanted to assimilate the special-
ties of tropical medicine and surgical practice in order to
work most effectively in the place where the Lord has
called him to missionary service. He and his wife and
two children had arrived on the mission field in October
1974 and were in the process of getting settled when 1
visited Cameroon in November, 1974,

David and Diane Grabke were appointed for missionary
service in Cameroon by the Board of Missions in April,
1974. Missionary life is not strange to David. He is the
son of Rev. and Mrs. Philip Grabke, who served for a
number of years as missionaries to the Indians under our
missionary society. David was born in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, on Feb. 21, 1948. He completed his high school
education in 1965 at Camrose, Alberta, and then attended
the Camrose Lutheran College for one year in 1965-1966.
He completed his Bachelor of Science degree in 1969
and Doctor of Medicine at the University of Alberta in
1972. In 1967-1968 David was a team member of God’s
Volunteers. He says of this year, “The best year of my
life! This year rcally molded my Christian experience and
prepared me to be a vessel which the Holy Spirit could
fill.”

In his application for missionary service David relates
his conversion experience. He accepted Christ at an early
age. He says, “At the age of six I remember the first time
I prayed a definite prayer of repentance for sins forgiven,”

The Rev. Fred Folkerts is the associate secretary for Over-
seas Missions of the North American Baptist Conference.
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He was baptized in 1955 at Edenwold, Saskatchewan, by
the Rev. Reinhard Neuman.

Regarding his call to Christian service David says, “At
the age of nine, I first felt the call to full-time service.
This was repeated in high school. I almost entered the
ministry but felt God leading me into medicine. I have
had some difficulty in interpreting this call—does it mean
full-time service abroad, or full-time service for Christ as
a witnessing Christian doctor here?” Dr. Grabke says,
“My purpose in life is to lead people to Jesus Christ as
Savior, Lord and Master. I have chosen to do this through
ministering to the needs of their bodies, thus demonstrat-
ing love. At the same time I look for opportunities to re-
veal Christ through the spoken word to those who have
come to me for physical help.”

Dr. David and Mrs. Diane Grabke were married on
August 2, 1969. They are blessed with two children,
Lisa Diane, born on Feb. 9, 1971, and Mark David, born
on May 13, 1974. Following a year of internship in Ed-
monton, Dr. Grabke spent one year in Meadowlake,
Saskatchewan, as a general practitioner. It was during this
year when the Grabkes completed their application for
overseas missionary service.

Mrs. Grabke, née Diane Elizabeth Dewar, was born on
April 10, 1950 in Vancouver, B.C., to Mr. and Mrs.
D. J. Dewar. She completed her high school in 1968 and
earned a Bachelor of Science in nursing from the Uni-
versity of Alberta in 1972.

Diane grew up in a Christian atmosphere but was not
clear on her own position throughout her growing years.
Diane accepted Christ as her personal Savior while she
was in university. Her contact with a born-again Chris-
tian girl helped her to experience in a personal way that
“even though men sin they can through the mercy of
God still obtain salvation through a personal belief and
acceptance of Christ as their personal Savior.” She speaks
of her Christian call in the following way: “I have felt
a responsibility to others in this world to promote the
acceptance of Christ among all races of people.” She was
baptized in October, 1969, at the Meadowlark Baptist
Church in Edmonton by the Rev. William W. Sibley.

Dr. and Mrs. Grabke and their children have already
had several weeks to adjust to the new work which the
Lord has given them. David and I sat on their front
porch looking out over the beautiful Oku Mountains while
Diane served lemonade. They were enthused over their
early experiences in Cameroon. They told me of the tug
of home and loved ones but they also spoke of the joy
and rewards of missionary service. In a recent letter to
friends the Grabkes wrote, “Compared to back home we
see many more acutely ill patients. People, especially
children, arrive almost dead, and indeed death is all too
common. Each death reminds us more of the need of
these people for Jesus Christ. The work is exciting, inter-
esting and very rewarding as these people are very appreci-
ative.”

The Grabkes say: “Pray for us that we might know
thlc will of God in our lives here and might be used of
him as he sces fit. We praise God for his many blessings

upon us.” [] N



The Choir of the Church of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the town of Zhdanov, the Ukraine.
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pastor of the Church of Evangelical Christians-
epropetrovsk, the Ukraine.

by P. Shatrov
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Rovenskaya Region lies in a pictur-
esque part of West Ukraine in the
Soviet Union. Its cities, gardens, fields
and woods lend it a special beauty.
No trace is left of the sorry past. The
inhabitants live well and are prosperous.

Though the territory of Rovenskaya
Region is not vast, it contains 120
churc':hes of the Evangelical Christians-
Baptists with about 13,000 members.
Ev;zry church has a prayer house.

n my round of Evangelical i
churches throughout the gSoviet gﬁgﬁt
undertaken for the purpose of preach:
ing the Gospel, I visited nearly 80
churches in Rovenskaya Region alone
in the past three or fouy years.

Though the Church of the ecarly

.

\ \&K&\

pestRit.

\
\

A group of Brethren, workers of the Church of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in
the city of Dnepropetrovsk, the Ukraine.

apostles was greatly harassed, there was
in her life a period, of which the Holy
Spirit says: “Then had the churches
rest throughout Judea, and Galilee, and
Samaria and they were edified and walk-
ing in fear of the Lord and in the com-
fort of the Holy Spirit were multiplied”
(Acts 9:31).

These words exactly fit the churches
of Rovenskaya Region which live in
peace. Each church has a pastor and
from five to thirty preachers who exort
the believers in the Word of God.

The duty of regular attendance to the
needs of the churches of this Region
rests with the superintendent, Brother
Piotr Radchuk. He is aided by his assis-
tant and by the Council of pastors, €on-
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The Choir of the Church of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the settlement of Krupskaya, in the city of

Dnepropetrovsk, the Ukraine.

M

Ordination in the Romo Church of Evangelical Christians-
Baptists in the Ukraine.

sisting of five experienced members.

“Singing churches” might be an apt
name for the churches of Rovenskaya
Region. Every church has one and
some two choirs with from 20 to 100
members. There are string orchestras.

The churches hold three or five wor-
ship services a week, each lasting from
two to three hours. The churches are
always overcrowded.

For the last four years alone have
nearly 1500 persons in this region be-
come members of the churches through
baptism. Among the new converts
there are always many young people.

The year of 1975 will mark the
thirtieth anniversary of the date when
Pentecostals joined the Union of Evan-
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gelical Christians-Baptists for their com-
mon service to God in fulfillment of the
high priestly prayer of Jesus Christ.

Until then the churches of Roven-
skaya Region belonged to different re-
ligious unions.

Of the 120 churches of Rovenskaya
Region 70 belong to the Pentecostals,
approximately 30 to the Evangelical
Christians-Baptists and 20 are mixed
ones, consisting of Evangelical Chris-
tians, Baptists and Pentecostals. All
God’s children in that region now live
in mutual love, peace and unity, form-
ing a splendid spiritual family, in which
they complete cach other, spreading
around them an atmosphere of Chris-
tian love. [

by BC Schreiber

The Jesus Party. By Hugh J. Schon-
field, New York, N.Y. Macmillan
Publishing Co., Inc. $7.95.

This is a difficult book to review.
There is no doubt that Dr. Schonfield
has done a great deal of intensive re-
search, but one wonders at times wheth-
er he had a predisposition which pre-
vented him from becoming objective.
For example he quotes Josephus fre-
quently. Where it does not fit into his
theory he states that Josephus furnished
only a rough and not quite exact ac-
count. At other times he simply quotes
him without comment. He sets aside
the account in Acts that Christianity
started with the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost.  (Introduction)
However, in chapter 23, he claims to
have learned more about Christian
tradition, “though rather garbled,”
through Jewish channels. Epiphanus
puts him “on the right track™ although
he “makes many bungling statements.”

Dr. Schonfield’s previous volume,
“The Passover Plot,” is based on his
view that Jesus had expected to survive
crucifixion, and had planned with Jo-
seph of Arimathea for a drug to be ad-
ministered to him while on the cross
which would give the appearance of
death. Later his body would be re-
moved from the tomb by Joseph so that
he could be revived. This plan had not
been made known to his disciples.

“The Jesus Party” is a sequel, pro-
claiming that the dissention between
Judaism and Christianity was political
rather than religious, and that the au-
thors of the gospels split with the rebels
after the revolt against Rome in 66
A.D. failed. They subsequently rewrote
the story of Jesus in order to placate the
Roman government and protect the
Christians.  Anti Jewish feelings were
developed in later generations.

For the purpose of history, interest
and curiosity they are worth reading,.
One wonders, however, whether these
two volumes will fade into obscurity as
fast as the “death of God" lhcor\u.and
be forgotten along with their pi‘upou-

ents. Hamilton and what's-his-name, O
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1S a “ y school. 1 campaign
stant effort, promotion I;ifsﬂgn(l)zldtasllg ar}d demand.g con- Of those who participated in the “Follow Me 1ferc P}r;gm
Sunday school enlargement ¢  planning. T believe a last Fall, 22 recorded gains in attendance an¥’ phindered
a focus, 4mpaign can strengthen such 2

1.2 percent to a high of 71 percent. Some W°_ poenhals,
in reaching their attendance goal. Mr. Earl Baptist
Sunday school superintendent of Eben¢? ! enjoyed
Church, Shattuck, Okla., reported: “The chU™’ e had
this Sunday school enlargement campaign, uqaainst us
the misfortune of inclement weather working };grs could
several Sundays where not all of our own M 15 expe-
be there.” Nine of the reporting Sunday ", percent
rienced a drop in attendance varying from a 2

However, j .
just a “col:-t,esltt ”muost be an “enlargement campaign” not
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school achieving first place attributed much © é;s Sunday
to the newly begun bus ministry. The top th ecognition
schools listed in the chart were sent specid f schools
citations. The chart also lists the other SuP ‘crcentagﬁ
among the top ten that achieved the greatest he preced-
gamn in attendance for the seven Sundays ove' = ains, the
Ing year. In addition to the top ten high€S ‘ot gains.
Next category or reports varied from 1.2-17 P$_ions was
Involvement in the campaign by Associz}qtion had
somewhat limited. The Southwestern AsSOS articipat-
Fhe most churches involved, with six church€s with four
ing. Next was Pacific Northwest Associatio? and threc
churches involved. Some Associations had tWO reporting
churches, and several had only one chuf® _ churches
their involvement, No reports were received 77 innesota-
in the Atlantic, British Columbia, Manitob®: __ciations.
LaCrosse, Penn-Ohio and South Dakota sreporting.
Any N.A B. church could enter the campaigh ““ .chool at-
on forms sent to each church, their Sunday br the last
tendance figures for the seven Sunday period, Ogchcclu]ed
WO years. The next enlargement campaign {formatioﬂ
for Sept. 28 to Nov. 9, 1975. Look for more n
i the mail early summer! \¢ attitude
The whole structure of the Sunday school, organiza-
(’,f the people towards it, and good function®’ . Sunday
tlo}na] structure needs to be built right int® 1,bg11iciﬂﬂcc
f,f ]:;;)i:s,dg)(r){son a year I'Ol:lf]d basis. To hc|H g;c excellent
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handbooks from their leadership branch called 1.C.L.
(International Center for Learning). Particularly Series
2 of the ICL handbooks, entitled “Ways to Plan and
Organize Your Sunday School,” will be helpful in the
enlargement outreach of any Sunday school. In this series,
there is one handbook for each of the four age levels,
namely, Early Childhood, Children, Youth and Adult.
Another excellent book for ‘guiding the Sunday school in
growth is “Grow—Your Sunday School Can Grow” by

Lowell E. Brown and published by GOSPEL LIGHT.
These books are available through our Church Ministries
Department.

“Follow Me to Sunday School” indeed! People every-
where need that encouragement. A Sunday school enlarge-
ment campaign can help. Be assured of this proven fact,
“any church, anywhere, can increase its attendance, if it
really wants to have a larger school!” Try an enlargement
campaign in your Sunday school this fall. []

Ist Redeemer Baptist Church
Columbus, Nebraska
2nd First Baptist Church

Arnprior, Ontario
Rev. Ken McDonald

3rd Parkland Baptist Church
Spruce Grove, Alberta
Rev. Harold E. Weiss

4th Olympic View Baptist Church
Tacoma, Washington
Rev. LeRoy Schauer

Sth Valley View Baptist Church
Everett, Washington
Rev. Herbert Vetter

6th Hazelwood Baptist Church
Auburn, Washington
Rev. Bernard Thole

7th Highland Baptist Church
Junction City, Kansas
Rev. Dwight Brown

8th Trinity Baptist Church
Portland, Oregon
Rev. Robert Schreiber

9th Grace Baptist Church
West Fargo, North Dakota
Rev. LeRoy Moser

10th Calvary Baptist Church
Parkersburg, Iowa
Rev. Phyllip Putz

1974 Fall Sunday School Enlargement
Campaign Results

(The top ten churches with the greatest percentage gain over the preceding year)

Southwestern Association 71%
Lyle Prang, Superintendent

Eastern Association 49%

Allan Scheel, Superintendent
Alberta Association 42%

Mr. Lorne Millar, Superintendent
Pacific Northwest Association 38%

Jim Snyder, Superintendent

Pacific Northwest Association 33%

Dennis Bode, Superintendent
Pacific Northwest Association 32%

Mrs. Carol Krebsbach, Superintendent

Southwestern Association 30%

Mr. Stanley Abel, Superintendent
Oregon Association 23%

Bill Ehmann, Superintendent

Central Dakota-Montana Association 21%

LaVane C. Weight, Superintendent

Towa Association 18%

Alfred Anthes, Superintendent

FOLLOW ME TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
IN 1975

March 1975
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by Gerald L. Borchert
Dear Dr. Borchert,

.. . I have heard a lot said in our
church about liberals and conservatives.
. . . Please write about this. F.N.
Dear F.N.

Thank you for your letter. Corporate
names applied to people frequently have
unusual beginnings. The very name
Christian was not a term first adopted
by the believers in Jesus, but was a
designation pinned on them at Antioch.

Likewise the first Methodists were so
called by their tormentors because of
their methodical early rising for prayer
and Bible study.

Terms like liberal and conservative as
applied to Christians or other religious
people are relative terms familiar in
other areas of life. It is, for some peo-
ple a very interesting phenomenon to
learn that the Apostle Paul (who today
is viewed by many as definitely a con-
servative Christian) was actually the
student of Gamaliel. a student himself
of the most revered Jewish “liberal”
teacher Hillel. Hillel permitted prac-
tices in Judaism which Shammai the
“conservative,” disapproved as being not
traditional and, therefore, as develop-
ments to the Old Testament. While
some of Hillel's views, like those on very
easy divorce. would be rejected by
many Christians, it was in the context
of this more open Jewish theology that
Paul was prepared for the task of think-
ing through the radical change implied
for the Jews in the coming of Christ,
once God had given him the marvelous
Damascus Road experience.

What does this discussion about Paul
mean for us Christians today? Is it a
praise of some liberal point of view a_nd
a4 condemnation of some conservative
point of view? To use Paul's own
words: me geneto “God forbid” or
“Absolutely not.” There were many
Jews. both liberals and conservatives,
who were concerned about parties and

12

names but they missed the implications
of God coming to the world in his son.
Many on both sides persecuted Paul
and many were called by Jesus “sons
of the devil” and not true sons of Abra-
ham (John 8:44).

Thus, it should be said that a name
is a designation for the way one thinks
about his or her beliefs. The conserva-
tive Christian is usually considered to
be a person who holds to a strict view
of the interpretation of Scripture and
affirms such aspects as the miracle of
Jesus, the virgin birth and the Lord’s
substitutionary death and resurrection.
The liberal usually tends to take a more
symbolic view of many of the biblical
affirmations. While there may be some
who do not fit the pattern, I would say
that North American Baptists are gen-
erally conservative in their theology and
hold to a very high view of the biblical
affirmations. The way one thinks about
belief then is definitely important, be-
cause it indicates something about the
way one looks at God and the life of
Christ. But the way one thinks is not
the only thing that the Bible says is
significant. As a teacher of the New
Testament I have become keenly aware
of the fact that God seemingly will judge
people not merely by the things that
they think, but also by the ways they
act (Matthew 25:44-46). Even at the
great white throne judgment the Bible
says that the dead are judged by “what
they had done” (Rev. 20:12).

In answer to your question then let
me say that designations tell us some-
thing about a Christian
not tell the whole stor
this: but I suspect
well be both libe
“Christians”—nam
liefs have not issu
life. Therefore, 1
American Baptists
name of Jesus ag t
to let Christ com
minds but also int

. but they may
y. I regret to say
that in hell there may
ral and conservative
ely, people whose be-
ed in a new style of
plead with all North
who would name the
heir Saviour and Lord
€ not only into thejr

o their total lives ang
work his transforming power in atti-

tude, action and thought. How sad it

would be if in our Conference there
would be someone who woy

. Id study the
Eﬁb]e. 20 to church regularly, sayy the
right words, learn Bible verses, and yet

facf: the rejection of Chr
believe surely that I have been saved
by Christ—praise God—I cannot i

th.at the Bible says that judgment be ins
with the household of God. Salvaliogn is
not merely a matter of words

ist. While |

forget

1o e : and be-
iefs, it IS a serious matter of living
those beliefs. May God bless each of

us as we seek to live for him. GLB
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“"' For Witness

by D. Fuchs .
A pastor has submitted the following
analysis: ‘ ’

“It is surprising how many ‘dead
church members there are who never
share the Good News, and when they
try, the results are ineffective. In
analyzing the situation, one must con-
clude that there are several reasons
why this problem exists.”

“One reason may be that the par
ticular church member has never had
an experience of conversion. Nothing
can be done in a church of non-!:tz_-
lievers or doubters. The Holy Spirit
uses the believer in Jesus Christ as 2
witness. It is, of course, necessary for
a person to be a believer In Jesus
Christ before being a church memh;ré

“Another reason may be that t
member is a Christian but never gfe‘.“i
spiritually. Man only reproduces Physrle
cally after a certain age. _Babxes ame
not capable of reproduction. SOh
churches do not grow because 1 ey
are no more than spiritual nurserics.

“Frequently we pastors complain ©
certain church members because the){
have failed in witnessing. We ]én‘;)se
recognize, however, that it wou A
wrong to place a 50 Ib. bag of $ 81d
on the shoulders of a five-year othf;.
The contents might be lost and o
child injured as well. But this 1S e
actly what some churches are doing ol
manding specific responsibilities of Cbe
tain members who as yet are not @
to support such weight. )

“ngk of growth is accompanied zz
an absence of power. Power dEPe“_t_
on growth. The church has no W(l:h
ness without power. We need to teato
the Christians how to pray and how p
grow in their relationship toward G; .

“Still another reason may be t 35
the individual is a Christiaill but “:n
never trained properly to witness. s
army is only as powerful as its trdd
ing. Many times Christians are red Y;
accept the challenge, but they do no
know exactly what to do because they
have not been trained for the task.

“The church is a school. Jesus USES
well-trained disciples. Therefore SPe
cific helpful training must be a cOM”
stant on the church calendar.” [

The Rev. Danicl Fuchs is evangelism
director of the North American Bap
tist General Conference.
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LIFE GELEBRATION

by Bruce A. Rich

N.A.B. youth have something new for
1975! They have the opportunity to
participate in a LIFE CELEBRATION
during Aug. 17-23, 1975, at Green
Lake, Wisconsin. Some of you will rec-
ognize these as the dates of the Youth
Congress. That's true. However, at a
recent program planning meeting, the
term “Youth Congress” was replaced
with the title that more adequately
communicates the spirit and hopes for
this week together.

What are we going to be talking about
and experiencing at a LIFE CELE-
BRATION? What else but LIFE!
The psalmist writes, “T keep the Lord
always before me . . . Thou dost show
me the path of life; in thy presence
there is fulness of joy, in thy right
hand are pleasures for evermore”
(Psalm 16:8a, 11). Daily we will ex-
plore an aspect of LIFE, the themes
being:

The Facts of Life
The Love Life
The Hard Life
The Good Life

. The Living Life

The purpose of this LIFE CELE-
BRATION is to provide the climate
and the opportunity for persons to ac-
Cept Jesus Christ as personal Savior,
Make new commitments to Him, and
'0 grow in the basic areas of Christian
living,

Leadership for the LIFE CELEBRA-
TION will depend largely on youth.
The Planning Committee is designing
the structure and basic program con-
-____'__—_

B N

Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general director
of the Church Ministries Department

of the North American Baptist Con-
ference.
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tent which will be implemented by
five Life Cluster leaders and twenty-
five Life group leaders during the
week. The Life group leaders will be
working with groups of eight to ten.
It is planned that the participants will
be experiencing a varied mixture of

PR - -’\‘,. 'S

total group sessions, groups of 8 to 10

and sometimes groupings of 2 or 3.
Some of the other features being

planned for the week include:

1) Optionals, when selected areas
of interest can be studied,

2) films,

3) a mass choir,

4) special recreational events,

5) a swap night,

6) a bonfire,

7) a coffee house and

8) musical features.

How can you prepare for the LIFE
CELEBRATION?

1. Decide NOW that you are go-
ing to participate. (For ages
16 thru 25)

2. Mark the dates, August 17-23,
1975 and protect them.

3. Talk to others in your area
and plan to travel together.

4. Save money. The cost for the
week will be between $85.00
and $90.00. This includes
your meals, lodging (bedding
supplied), travel and accident
insurance and program fee.

5. Sharpen up your musical
group or other talent and come
prepared to participate.

6. Pray for the planning com-
mittee, those who will be en-
listed as leaders, and for those
who should be attending and
participating. _

Registration forms will soon be in
your churches. Register early! We
have reserved space for 250. If we
need more, the earlier we are aware of
it, the greater possibility we have of
acquiring the needed space.

COME to Green Lake. Come and
discover how to live life at its fullest.
Come and celebrate life together in
Christ Jesus! [
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"He just got a piece of the rock.”
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OUR CALL TO PRAYER

by Mrs. Jeanette Stein, president of the-

W.M.U., Winnipeg, Man.

In the upper room after the last supper,
Jesus gathered his disciples around him-
self and gave them some final instruc-
tions, some words of comfort and an
almost incredible promise. He said,
“You can ask for anything, using my
name, and I will do it.” Can any prom-
ise be greater or grander? Was ever
such a promise made?

And, lest he should be misunder-
stood, Jesus repeated the same prom-
ise a few minutes later. Throughout
this last evening with his disciples Je-
sus kept urging them to obey his com-
mand and pray. Seven times he made
the same promise to answer any prayer
that would be uttered in his name.

We often spend time thinking of the
seven words from the cross. It is well
that we do this. lLet us also consider
the seven-fold call to prayer.

Jesus desires us to ask and to ask
much. He tells us that we glorify God
by doing so.

14

The first Friday in March is Women’s
World Day of Prayer. Let us gather to-
gether and put God to the test. Let us
say as Paul did, “I believe God and
trust him to keep his word.”

This Prayer Day we want to espe-
cia]ly remember the Osaka Biblical
Seminary in Japan with our offering
and with our prayers. God has al-
ready done great things in this school.
Over 70 students have graduated from
the seminary and are now serving
churches in Japan. Pray that the tre-
mendous problems which the school
faces may be overcome and that God
will bless the school in a special way
so that the Christian witness in Japan
may be strengthened. []

OSAKA BIBLICAL SEMINARY IN
JAPAN

by C. Richard Mayforth, missionary
to Japan

In its brief existence since 1961,
Osaka Biblical Seminary has played
an important part in North American
Baptist evangelistic outreach in Japan.
The Japan Baptist Conference now has
five organized churches with Japanese
pastors; three of these pastors are
graduates of O.B.S. Two other grad-
uates and one former student are work-
ing with the mission in planting addi-
tional churches. One woman graduate
is working in Christian education in
the Tsu church. Three of the pastors’
wives had training at the school. Of
the eight students presently studying at
the school, one comes from our church
in Kyoto, and another from an inde-
pendent background is seriously con-
sidering working with us.

Our involvement in the school has
also been large. In addition to signifi-
cant investment in land and buildings
and our annual share of the operating
budget, Fred Moore has taught New
Testament and has been president of
the school for several years. Florence
Miller has been heading up the Chris-
tian Education department. Lucille
Wipf has been helping with the music
of the school. During his first furlough
through 1974, Douglas Woyke has
been brushing up on biblical languages,

expecting to help in that area when
he returns to Japan. Several other
missionaries have served on the boards
of the school. Pastor Murakami of our
Tsu church has been teaching Biblical
Theology and New Testament and serv-
ing as both academic and student dean.
Pastor Aoki of our Kyoto church has
been teaching practical theology. Re-
cently Pastor Kakihara of the Muko
Christian Center began teaching be-
ginning Greek. Pastor Akasaka of the
Ise church and others have represent-
ed the conference on the boards of
the school. Mr. Fujie completed his
advanced studies at Fuller Seminary in
1974 and returned to Japan to teach
Systematic Theology. All of the Japa-
nese pastors, in order for the school
to progress toward financial indepen-
dence, receive their salaries from their
churches and serve part time in the
school without pay, courageously ac-
cepting the added responsibilities-

But as you know, O.B.S. has been
in a state of serious crisis for a couple
of years now. One of the three groups
that started in this cooperative minis-
try with us suddenly pulled out in
1970. The other Baptist group has
churches near alternative schools in
the Tokyo area; their men can train
in those schools and still be in regular
fellowship with their own churches. We
do not have that kind of alternative.
But whether our group is large enough
to spearhead the ministry of O.B.5.
alone is a question that brings deep
heart searching. We are counting on
you who have prayed and given for the
seminary ministry to pray with us as
we continue seeking the Lord’s will in
this matter and examine alternatives
for providing leadership for our
churches. []

MEANINGFUL EASTER
ARRANGEMENTS

by Mrs. Alice E. Decker, Lorraine, K§
Easter is the oldest, most important
and most joyful festival of the Chris-
tian year. It is a time when we as
Christians  think especially of what
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Christ has done for us—the suffering
he bore just so we might have ever-
lasting life.

I would like to share three symbolic
Easter arrangements with you. Possibly
they will be helpful to you as you
think of a floral arrangement for the
sanctuary during the Lenten-Eastertide
season,

Maundy Thursday

Maundy Thursday commemorates the
Last Supper, the time when Jesus
shared together with the disciples.
The wheat in the arrangement sym-
bolizes the bread; the grapes symbolize
the wine; and the circle, fellowship.

>3

Use a chalice type container. Wheat
and grapes are good in crystal, brass,
silver or soft-toned pottery. The wheat
may be anchored in styrofoam. Place
bunches of either fresh or artificial
grapes around the wheat by attaching
the stems to wooden picks. Your
communion elements will be on the
table so you might want to make two
of these arrangements for either side
of the communion table. A purple
cloth may bz used around the base of
the container.

Good Friday

This day has been set aside for cen-
turies as a day of mourning, a time
when we remember Christ's death.
Use no flowers in the chancel. Place
a circle of thorns with three nails
centered therein at the foot of a cross.
Use a black cloth on the table. (I
used white for photographic pur-
poses.) Red may be used, symboliz-
ing the blood of Christ.

Eastertide

The holiness of Easter cannot be over-
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stated. The message is that of the
resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. The joy of Eastertide is
symbolized by using white, the color
of rejoicing. Use a white cloth on the
table, either a complete covering or
just a drape. The crown of thorns is
used once again with a lily placed
within it. [

-
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DON'T BE AFRAID! ‘ :

by LaVerna Mehlhaff, women's work
director

Throughout Scripture we rezlxd re-
corded instances of God’s deep interest
in his children. Often the words “Fear
not,” “Don’t be afraid,” are used. Go'd
knows that at times the human heart is
filled with fear as unexpected events
come to pass in our lives.

When Jesus entered this world the
shepherds on the hillside trembled and
feared as they saw the angel before
them. Immediately the angel spoke
words of comfort as he said, “Don’t
be afraid. For I am here with good
news for you” (Luke 2:10). ;

At the conclusion of Christ’'s minis-
try on earth, as the women were at
the tomb, their hearts were filled with
fear as they saw the angel. Again the
angel’s words were spoken to them,
“You must not be afraid, I know you
are looking for Jesus. . . . He is not
here; he has risen, just as he said”
(Matt. 28:5, 6, Good News for Mod-
ern Man).

When we have unexpected experi-
ences which cause our hearts to fear,
how good it is to have the words of
comfort from one who can comfort
and remove the fear from our hearts.
His words to us are “Don’t be afraid,
I'll be with you no matter what comes
to pass.” God has promised never to
leave, not to forsake his own, if we will
trust him, walk with him and follow
him. []
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RESURRECTION TRACES IN
EUROPE

by Mrs. Alma Schmidt, Spokane,
Wash.

Editor'’s Note: Ben and Alma Schmidt
are the parents of Dr. Helen Marie
Schmidt, missionary at Mbingo Bap-
tist Hospital in Cameroon. They re-
cently traveled in many foreign coun-
tries including Cameroon in Africa
where they visited their daughter and
our mission stations.

Europe
Europe in September and October

was a lush, beautiful, green ga(den
wherever we traveled. The unique
cultures, religious heritages, historical
monuments and remnants of past gen-
erations were so impressive and excit-
ing. ) .

After a ferry trip up the Rhine River
with its overwhelming number of
castles and steep mountainside vine-
yards, we arrived at Cologne where an
amazing cathedral dominated the sky-
line with innumerable spires, some 512
feet high. These housed bells which
sent their tones out over the country-
side. An abundance of art and the
famous Golden Shrine of the Three
Magi in the choir are of special im-
portance to the Christian world.

In Amsterdam we visited the Rijks-
museum National Art Gallery where we
gazed upon works of art by many
masters of past generations. Many were
of the crucifixion of Christ, the re-
moval of the body from the cross, the
anointing and incidents preceding the
crucifixion, but very little was made of
the resurrection which gave the world
its vital message of hope and new life
in Christ. We were disappointed, like-
wise, by this omission at the Louvre
Art Gallery in Paris. We did see a few,
especially one of the breaking of
bread at Emmaus and one of Thomas
touching the wound in the side of Je-
sus,

Scandinavia

In Sweden, Norway and Denmark
the predominant faith is Lutheran, al-
though some small groups of other de-
nominations are present. Here a
young college girl from Northern Ire-
land traveled with us. She told how

(Continued on page 27)
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SR BASIC COMMITIIENTS at WORITE AWIEIRIGAN TBARPTIST SEMIIN/ARY!

by Donald N. Miller, N.A.B.S. vice president for development

Point Number One:

BIBLICAL

The Bible is the inspired
Word of God. It is our
infallible and authoritative
guide for faith and practice
(Il Timothy 3:16). As such,

it is our single most
important resource.

God’s Word is at the heart
of our curriculum. It is

in the Bible that we learn

of Jesus Christ. It is in the
Bible that we discover God'’s
purposes for mankind.

And it is in the Bible that
destiny of the world is
revealed,

Our faculty is unitedly
committed to the conviction
that the Bible is the source
and standard of all
theological truth. We do
not stand in judgment

of the Scriptures . . . but
seek to live and teach under
the authority of the written
Word and the power of

the Holy Spirit.

At our seminary students are
exposed to the methods
and insights of scholarly
research, but it does not
end there. The major
emphasis in and oyt of the
classroom is upon the

exposition and applicati
the Word of Godpp Nk

The spirit of our school is
one of openness . . . and
tolerance in matters of
interpretative difference, but
all within the framework of
an evangelical witness.

Point Number Two:
EVANGELICAL

We affirm the great
fundamental doctrines of the
Christian faith held by
evangelical Protestantism
throughout the ages.

These doctrines include
such essentials as . . . the
inspired written Word of
God . . . the virgin birth,
death and bodily
resurrection of Jesus

Christ . . . the sinful nature
of man . . . salvation by
faith alone through the
blood of Christ . . .
obedience to the Holy
Spirit . . . the personal return
of Christ . . . the bodily
resurrection . . . and the
judgment of the just and
the unjust.

Our faculty and board
members are firmly
committed to the biblical

truths as briefly set forth in
the preamble to the

constitution of the North
American Baptist General
Conference:
We, as New Testament
Baptists, affirm our faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ for our
salvation and believe in
thgse_ great distinctive
principles for which Baptists
have lived and died
Such as: '
® The revelation of God
through Jesus Christ as
the only Savior and Lorg-
° 'trh: ts?spired authority of ,
Criptures in
of faith and Ccnducrpatters
Regenerated church’
membership;
® Believer's baptism by
Immersion;
° _?gul liberty;
€ congregationa|
% church governme:]?;rm
€ separation o
and state: and * Hilgneh
The proclamation of the
gospel throughout gj|
the world.

Point Number Three:
CHURCH-ORIENTED

The church is God’s chosen
instrument of mission in

the world. Its purpose is

to bring men and women
into harmony with God
through the consistent
practice of both evangelism
and discipleship. The
seminary is thoroughly
committed to the biblical
truth that people must

be saved by grace through
faith, but having been
saved, they must be
faithfully helped to grow and

mature in Jesus Christ.
The seminary exists for the
edification of the church.

It serves the church by
preparing men and women
who are equipped to lead the
church in its God-given
mission. It also searches
for creative ways to o
strengthen the church in its
task by seeking to bring
renewal and growth to the
body of believers.

We do not malign the church
because of its faults.
Instead, we do all we can

to correct its weaknesses.
We challenge our students t0
work within existing church
structures and assist them
in developing new patterns
of church life, work

and witness.

Faculty members bear
witness to a high view of the
church by their own
personal involvement 1N

the life and mission of
the lnaral ~ranarecation.

Point Number Four:
EVANG ELISTIC
‘ .‘"

= K 2

T %
Evangelism and church
growth are at the heart of
the seminary’s concern

for the future.

The seminary’s motto,
“Reconciling the World
Through Christ” is based
upon the fact that conversion
is absolutely necessary

and vital for people to grow
and mature in Christ

Jesus. Our commitment

to evangelism is further
prompted by the fact that
unless ministers know how
to share their faith and are
regularly winning others to
Christ, it is not likely that the
church will grow . .. or that
many others in the church
will be concerned about

the salvation of the lost.

We are in the process of
developing an aggressive
program designed to train
men and women in the

skills of evangelism and
church growth. We are
seeking to cultivate an
atmosphere of loving
concern in our school which
will lead to fervor for
evangelism and a sensitivity
to the spiritual needs

of others.

Students and faculty
members regularly share
their faith and each year
introduce many people

to Christ. There is at the
same time an emphasis and
concern among us for the
needs of the whole man.

We seek to be open to the
working of the spirit of God
In a variety of ways . . .

and therefore do not limit
Ourselves to one particular
approach or technique

In evangelism.

Point Number Five:
DENOMINATIONALLY-
COOPERATIVE

Our seminary is owned and
supported by the North
American Baptist General
Conference.

It exists primarily to provide
biblically-trained pastors,
missionaries, educators,
chaplains and administrators
for the growing needs of
our Conference. The
prayers and financial
contributions of our
constituency are a vital link
to our school’s growth

and development.

We also seek to serve other
denominations as well. We
welcome into our student
body qualified men and
women of like biblical mind
and faith. Students come
from many different
denominations.

Though we are a Baptist
institution, we do not press
non-Baptist students to
conform to Baptist doctrine
and polity. Instead we
encourage students to be
loyal to Christ and
committed to a faithful
ministry in their own
denomination.

Our field education
supervisors, chapel
speakers, guest lecturers
and adjunct faculty
members represent various
denominations. They, thus,
bring to our students a
diversity of evangelical
viewpoints.

The basis for our denomi-
national cooperativeness is
derived from our common
faith in Jesus Christ and our
recognition of the biblical
truth that the church . . .
though composed of many
members . . . is one body.

The North American Baptist Seminary
is located in Sioux Falls, S.D. The
Six Basic Commitments were adapted
by the Board of Trustees of N.A.B.S.

Point Number Six:
PROFESSIONAL
The seminary is a graduate |
professional school. As '
such, it seeks to prepare
God-called men and women
for the effective “‘practice”
of Christian ministry.
It offers its students a quality
program distinctive both
for its academic excellence
and for its unique spiritual
commitment.
Emphasis is placed upon
equipping students with the
finest skills possible in
preaching, teaching,
evangelism, counseling and
administration . . . an indepth
understanding of the nature
of the biblical message . . .
and an effective
methodology of interpre-
tation which enables
them to become responsible,
life-long servants of Jesus
Christ. In order to develop
a high level of scholarship
in biblical studies, pastoral
candidates are required to
gain facility in a study of
the Scriptures in the
original language.
Most important of all, the
seminary seeks to lead
students to personal
Christian maturity—men and
women whose hearts and
minds have been set on fire
with a love of Jesus Christ.
Our training, thus, includes a
strong emphasis upon the
importance of walking in
daily fellowship with God . . .
and becoming Christ-like
in all areas of our lives.
Spiritual development
groups, classes in devotional
life and opportunities for
the cultivation of Christian
fellowship are all integral
parts of our educational
style ... and are inseparably
linked with a thorough
understanding of biblical
studies and related
subjects. []
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN
THE SMALL CHURCH

by Harold Davis

Editor’'s Note: Dr. Davis is executive
secretary of the Board of Christian
Education of the Cumberland Presby-
terian. Church. Ninety-six per cent of
his denomination’s congregations have
fewer than 250 active members.
Nearly 82 per cent have less than 100
active members, and slightly more
rhqrr 55 per cent have 50 or less.

The North American Baptist General
Conference also has a large number of
small churches. Approximately 84 per
cent have 250 or less members; 64.5
per cent have 150 or less members;
41 per cent have 100 or less mem-
bers; and over 17 per cent have 50
or less members.

The “small church” is really a re-
markable institution. Most of them arc
characterized by a pugnacity all out of
proportion to their size. I am not
blind to the “problems™ they sometimes
Create (e.g., their reluctance to share
their clergymen with other small con-
gregations), but neither am I grudging
N my admiration.

What is their mission in education
and how may they work at it?
~The most serious obstacle to effec-
tive Christian education in most small
Congregations is a negatively weighted
self-image. The cult of bigness has

Rf’m‘imc’d from SPECTRUM/Interna-
tional Journal of Religious Education,
Fall, 1973, issue. Used by permission.
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had its influence. One often hears, in
one form or another, “We are so
small; what can we do?”

My answer is: develop a positive

self-image. Small congregaticns are
usually biblically oriented and should
therefore be impressed by what God
has done through his lesser servants,
hoth individuals and institutions. Tt is
“ .. Not by might and not by power,
but by my Spirit. says Yahweh.
“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid
the foundation of this Temple: his
hands will finish it. . . . A day for little
things, no doubt, but who will dare de-
spise it? People will rejoice when they
see the chosen stone in the hands of
Zerubbabel' " (Zechariah 4:6b. 9-10a.
The Jerusalem Bible). 1In addition,
there were the examples of young Da-
vid with his sling and stone, the faith-
ful remnant, Naaman's wife's servant
girl, the lad with his five barley loaves
and two fish, and. of course, the Child
born in the manger at Bethlehem.

The small church has earned its
right to exist. It risks forfeiture of that
right only if it gives in to the ad-
mittedly debilitating pressure of a cul-
ture that equates success and bigness
and that measures worth by a jaded
value system.

A second step in the direction of
more effective Christian education in
the small church is an asset inventory.
a listing and maybe even a celebration
of the “things it has going for it.”

Perhaps the most widely acclaimed

and universaily accepted educational
technique/setting during the past sev-
eral years has been the small group.
Many a small church is a small group.
If not, its church school classes are
small groups. waiting to be fully uti-
lized.

Moreover, the “trust level” is usually
already high. The people have known
one another for a long time. They
have gone through good days and bad
days together. And while the “famil-
iarity breeds contempt” principle may
also be operative, my perception is
that when they “get down to the nitty-
gritty” (whatever that is), it is trust,
not hostility, that comes through.

The people in a small church have a
strength and the institution a vitality
that are the by-products of struggle. Tt
is not easy to keep going when the
children who grow up in the church
and community finish high school and
disappear. Again and again the bright
young seminary graduate and his
lovely, vivacious wife have moved on
after a one- or two-year pastorate,
The small church has been the first
rung on the “ladder of success.” The
average age of members of the con-
gregation has risen higher and higher.
so that, after a while, deaths outnum-
ber accessions. It has been a strueele,
but in institutions, as in individuals.
struggles can produce strength of char-
acter.

And that brings us to the matter of

(Continued on page 20)
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motivation. In our few “large” church-
es, the most frequent complaint I hear
is: “People aren’t interested; they
aren’t concerned.” In contrast, there is
evident in many small congregations a
compelling desire for Christian growth
and high motivation to reflect faithful-
ness in discipleship. The people are
church-oriented. Perhaps the explana-
tion of such a condition varies from
place to place. What is important,
though, is to recognize the opportuni-
ties it provides for effective church
education.

In my tradition, education and
evangelism are, in their finest expres-
sions, inseparably interwoven. The
gpspel is communicated most effec-
tively in relationships, we have said,
and in the warmly personal and inti-
mate relationships of the small con-
gregation, commitment of life to Je-
sus the Lord has been as natural as
breathing for many an early adoles-
g:ent._ Moreover, many an adult, hear-
Ing in a Sunday school class discus-
sion of the meaning of God's redemp-
tive love, realizes that “love” is the
name of the reality he has already
experienced in relationship with peo-
ple who cared.

(It is worth noticing, in passing,
tha‘_c small congregations have been a
major source of the “new members”
received by their larger neighbors, es-
pecially as people have moved in large
numbers from rural to urban areas
gunng the past couple of decades.
s i e e S fo

. irough  conversions/
confirmations; their larger neighbors
have often grown primarily by trans-
fer of membership.)

One other item in
tory: the Sunday sch
}veli in many small
is, in fact, what has
church going,

For many small churches, the Sun-
day sc}_'tool provides continuity of life
There is a worship service on :

the asset inven-
ool is alive and
congregations. It
kept many a small

ly one o
two Sundays each month, z:rnd fret
quently there are long intervals be.-

tween pastors. The Sunday school is a
!'eady-made educational structure. I‘t
1$ not productive to speculate about
the uncertainty of its future in the
larger churches in the cities, It can
be productive in the small church to
utilize it in the present.

My belief is that in most small
qhurches. the route to improved Chris-
tian education does not begin  with
new curriculum resources, new meth-
ods, or even with leadership develop-
ment and support, important as they
are. It begins with the formation of a
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more positive appraisal of the small
congregation’s importance and poten-
tial, with new awareness and appre-
ciation of its unique resources for
church education. The congregation
needs help to—pardon a somewhat
crude cliche—"get its gut in order.”

A leadership development and sup-
port system is next in priority, I think.
That’s a tough assignment, almost as
tough as turning around the attitude
of “we’re insignificant” that plagues
many a small congregation.

Two clues have emerged in my ex-
perience—efforts  toward leadership
development and support must be
oriented to concepts, first of all, and
later to techniques. Leaders in small
congregations need to be reminded of
what church education is really about,
of the role of the Holy Spirit, of the
fact that it is primarily relationships
and not “teaching skills” or curriculum
materials that most effectively facilitate
the communication of the gospel.

The most serious obstacle to effec-
tive Christian education in most
small congregations is a negatively
weighted self-image.

Second, efforts toward leadership
development and support have to be
primarily  person-to-person  transac-
tions. Somehow denominational and/
or judicatory Christian education field
staff must come up with a way to
provide “warm bodies” to work at the
task. It seems only fair that increased
attention be given to this need, since
most of the efforts of the churches in
the past twenty-five years have been
focused on the ‘“viable congregations”
within the constituencies. Perhaps it
would not be selfish to divert some
concern to the “third-world” type con-
gregations that dot the countryside.
Maybe the leadership of small congre-
gations should show up at the de-
nominational or regional office with a
list of demands.

For those of you who have been
waiting for “success stories,” things
that have worked elsewhere and might
be tried in your situation, consider
these “programs.”

In a small church in west Ken-
tucky, the junior Sunday school class
was made up of one teacher and one
pupil. Both had a perfect attendance
record for three years.

A Missouri congregation has two
Sunday school classes, one for young
people and adults, one for preschool
and elementary children, Interestingly,

the children’s class had interest/learn-
ing centers and a teaching team be-
fore they were the “in” thing. But
what is really impressive is an appar-
ent absence of the “generation gap”
and the presence of good communica-
tion in the youth-adult class.

The reflection/ action model—
though the people didn't call it that
—was a major influence in changing
a 28-member middle Tennessee con-
gregation from an ingrown, ineffective
group, intimidated by the “bigness” all
about it, into a community-oriented
task force. It started innocently
enough when the teacher of youth and
adults asked, in a session on Luke 4:
16-30, “What would we do if we took
this passage seriously?”

In a tiny (by comparison) west
Tennessee congregation, related to a
denomination  with  mission ~ work
among Indians in Oklahoma, the peo-
ple discovered a small colony.of In-
dians nearby. Rather than rushing out
to “help the poor Indians,” the con-
gregation undertook, in study settings,
to begin equipping itself for authen-
tic ministries to and with its neighbors
nearby. )

Perhaps it borders on naivete, but
I am optimistic about the small -churf:h
and have long since ceased rationaliz-
ing its existence. It saddens me thac:
a distorted value system has blinde
so many church people to_the poten-
tial of the small congregation ar}d SO
often robbed it of enthusiastic, 1mMag-
inative, committed pastoral leadership-

Not long ago I had occasion to ra;g
with myself the questions, “Wher'?Wt:
[ get my value system?” and d')f
am I church-type, with at least a moci
cum of commitment to Jesus the
Lord?” Family had most to do with 1t.
of course, and schooling, but in my
mind I recreated the picture of a one-
room, frame church building _hofm]j";
made pews and potbelliedIstovei-l Cf:) r-
Sunday school classes, one in €4ac aly.
ner; “preaching” only oceasion but
There was a teacher, in paruculadr.[hEy
also other people I knew well, an i
knew me, because there were SO 5.
of us. It is of considerable Slgnr[nt
cance, I think, that I can recreaf€ the
icture in such detail.

’ Sentimental? Perhaps SO But t:::“
little church, building and all, "15 ith
there, alive and in fairly goodp :ﬁqp;
thank you. An anachronism? e] 4
so. But I can name some usefu Cld"
zens of that area who‘“mamcu!afﬁhe
at the place known simply aS 4

church house at Judd Graveyag .ubt.

“A day for little things, no 2

but who will dare despise it?

BAPTIST HERALD

The testamentary trust is a useful de-
vice in estate planning to take advan-
tage of tax laws as provided by the
Internal Revenue Code. It can be
applied to estates of $75.000 and over,
depending on the needs, wishes and liv-
ing standards of the people involved.

Our courts have held that it is the
duty of a person to arrange his affairs
in such a way that he and his estate will
not pay unnecessary taxes. To imple-
ment the testamentary trust, both hus-
band and wife need separate wills pro-
viding for such a trust. The estate is
then divided by title or tenancy in com-
mon (one half to each spouse.) The
trust is not operative until after the
death of the first spouse.

The surviving spouse may be the
trustee of the trust with the right 'of
supervision of the investment and in-
come. He or she receives the income
from the trust as long as one lives and
then it passes to the children or wher-
ever designated. It is assured for the
children, or as designated, and cannot
be passed to a future husband, wife or
anyone else. The surviving spouse may
also receive from the corpus or princi-
ple of the trust 5 percent or $5,000 an-
nually, whichever is greater.

A secondary trustee is needed—a
well trusted individual who has the wel-
fare of the family at heart. He has
control of the corpus, or principle of the
trust, to remove it from the estate for
estate tax savings. He may allow _the
surviving spouse to invade the P”nC‘P]e
of the trust for emergencies or to live
as he or she has been accustomed to
live, but not to allow the use of the
principle of the testamentary trust as
long as their own share of the estale
IS not used, The surviving spouse may
leave the trust earnings in the trust and
may also gradually put their own estate
Into the testamentary trust to chm_inutc
the liability for estate taxes on his or
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ble Remnin ;md if placec cal® approxi-
mately § "L-ffuTtruz-tm?::l‘ for life.

rersoNAL| THE TESTAMENTARY TRUST
ESTATE| (A Trust Created by Will)

by Alfred Weisser, Estate Planning
Counselor

Neither the author, the publisher,
nor this organization is engaged in ren-
dering legal or tax advisory service.
The advice of a competent attorney or
other professional person, well versed
in estate planning, should be sought so
the requirements of the laws in vari-
ous states be met and the advantages
of the testamentary trust be fully util-
ized. [

There's
Will-Wisdom
in a
Testamentary Trust

(A Trust Created by Will)

Advantages
. Flexibility.
. Estate Tax Savings.
. Benefits to Family and God's work.
. Provision for minor children.
. Management of Assets.

L O S

Write today for the brochure, “There’s
Will-Wisdom in a Testamentary Trust,”
and learn more about this flexible vehicle.

“There's Will-Wisdom in a Testamen-

tary
[ Trust.”

O I would like a personal contact without
cost or obligation to me.

Name

Address

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North Ameri-
can Baptist General Conference, 7308
Madison Street, Forest Park, TIll. 60130.
Phone (312) 771-8700.



CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS

‘REPORT

KANSAS CITY, MO., CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT

by David Ewing

When asked how they became interested in this new
Church, one of the families revealed, “Six months ago we
had no church interest at all, and if anyone had asked us to
attend a church, we would have told him to go away. But
the visit of Mr. Dennis Dewey, your seminary student, began
a change in us. Now we enjoy attending each week and look
forward to our mid-week Bible group. It's unbelievable!”

There are thousands of other families living apart from
Christ's Church in the rapidly growing area between Kansas
City, Mo., and the new international airport on Interstate 29
North. We are meeting in the midst of these families in the
Graden Elementary School on Sundays and in private homes
for Bible study during the week. Our goal is to reach hun-
dreds of these families with the love and power of Christ and
to provide the ministry of a North American Baptist church
for our Conference people who move to Kansas City. You
can help. If you know that a North American Baptist family
is moving to this area, send us their names and encourage
them to visit us. Together with God the unbelievable can
happen again and again. Help us reach those who will be
lost without a positive church home,

lThe f_utm.‘e site of our church is near the intersection of
Missouri Highways 9 and 45 where the Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company is now constructing a communications
ce‘nter to service one of the fastest growing regions of Kansas
City. Thousands of new homes have been built with ten
thousand more to come. Just over a mile east of our site
construction of an extensive shopping plaza is to begin in
the near future. We need the loving witness of a North
American Baptist church right at the heart of t
region. You can be a part of this witness by
vide a chapel and Sunday school rooms. We
with the land and construction costs.

We were serving ten families with an attendance of 33
within six weeks of the Ewing’s move to Kansas City. Each
family needs the strength of God's love to help them grow
into stronger, more loving people. Most of these exciting
people have come back to Christ’s Church after years of a
churchless existence. You can help here too. Pray for us
as we reach out to a lost world that needs God’s Son as
Savior and Lord. Share God through prayer.

Because the need is real, the task urgent and the cost great
we ask you to join our team for God and take an active par;

w_ith us. God is winning victories in Kansas City; help these
victories grow. [] ’

his developing
helping to pro-
need your help

The Rev. David E. Ewing is the pastor of the Church

: : ; Exten-
ston project in Kansas City, Missouri.
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The Ewing Family: Pastor Dave, Jennifer (2), Jonathan (8), Paul (5),
Deborah (4 months), Mrs. Jean Ewing.

o
N

Mrs. Jean Ewing, Sunday School Teacher, with her children’s class (ages 4-8)-

BAPTIST HERALD

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Mpr. and Mrs. Gus Domreis, former
members of the First Baptist Church of
Leduc, Alta., observed their 70th wed-
ding anniversary on Dec. 9, 1974.
Open House was held at the church
on Sunday, Dec. 8, 1974, in honor
of the rare celebration. Many letters
of congratulations were received from
government officials and from the Queen
of Great Britain.

Mr. and Mrs. John Mittleider, Her-
reid, S.D. celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary on Nov. 24, 1974,
They are members of the Herreid Bap-
tist Church.

Myr. and Mrs. Konrad Deibert, Her-
reid, S.D. celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary on Dec. 1, 1974. They
attend the Herreid Baptist Church reg-
ularly.

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Heer observed
their 59th wedding anniversary on Dec.
13, 1974. They are members of the
Trochu Baptist Church, Trochu, Alta.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brown, mem-
bers of the First Baptist Church of Le-
duc, Alta, observed their 50th wed-
ding anniversary on Nov. 19, 1974,

LODI, CALIF. The 6th annual North-
ern California Association was held at
the First Baptist Church. The theme
was, “Every Christian’s Job.” Guest
missionary speaker was Mrs. June
Goodman, of Cameroon.

~ Friday evening was the official open-
ing. The combined choirs of Temple
and First Baptist Church, as well as
the combined men’s chorus of the two
churches provided the music. Profes-
sor Willy Muller of the N.A.B. College
In Edmonton, Alta., delivered the
message,

The business session began Saturday
morning with Mr. James McGladdery,
moderator. Rev. Jake Leverette of the
host church, had a brief devotional. It
was with much joy that we accepted
one of our church extension projects,
Sunrise Baptist Church of Sacramento,
Into  our Association. Rev. Eugene
Kern, pastor of the Sunrise Baptist
church, challenged us with an inspira-
tional message.

The college youth met at the First
Baptist Church. The film, “Blood on
the Mountain,” was viewed and music
was provided by “The Newborn’—
college/career singers from the First
Baptist Church of Modesto. The “Har-
bor Masters” of Santa Cruz presented
& musical program and the speaker was
Jim Brady of Sacramento, a retired
Postal employee and an active member
Of the Christian Businessmen’s Asso-
Clation,
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The closing rally was held at the
First Baptist Church. Rev. Hans
Wilcke, western area secretary, de-
livered his greetings and report of the
activities of the western area churches.
There was a recognition of new staff
members.

Kenneth Goodman, missionary to
Cameroon, answered several of the
most frequently asked questions re-
garding their ministry. Willy Muller
again gave us a message from God's
Word. (Della Lutz, reporter.)

MC CLUSKY, N.D. The Northern
Dakota Association was hosted by the
Mc Clusky Baptist Church. The theme
was “Right Now!” Guest speakers
were Stan Johnson and Bill Lemke
from Tacoma, Wash.; Doug and
Sharon Woyke, missionaries; Rev.
Clarence Walth, area secretary. The
Church  Extension commitment of
$10,000.00 adopted by the Association
is to be divided between Shakopee
Baptist Church; Crestview Baptist in
Minot, N.D.; and Mountain View Bap-
tist in Spearfish, S.D. In other business,
the following officers were elected and
installed: Rev. Alvin Auch, moderator;
Mr. Bennie Martin, vice moderator; Mrs.
Merle Lindteigen, recording secretary;
Mrs. Allen Faul, statistical secretary;
Mr. Orin Reiser, treasurer; and Mr.
Roy Bibelheimer, General Council rep-
resentative. A separate program was
carried on for the children under the
supervision of two children’s workers.
(Mrs. Oliver Bender, reporter.)

ANAHEIM, CALIF. The Women's
Missionary Society of Bethel Baptist
Church presented an annual Halloween
party for the patients of Wilshire Con-
valescent Hospital in Fullerton. The
party included group singing and a
“surprise visit from the witch-of-the-
north” who read stories to the patients.
Homemade cookies and punch were
served and the ladies presented each
patient with a gift. The program
closed with judging of costumes for
patients and staff, and gifts were
awarded. The Rev. Jim Green is the
pastor of the church.

CLEVELAND, OHIO The Hillcrest
Baptist Church observed its 90th an-
niversary with a complimentary dinner
on Friday, Oct. 25, 1974. On June 17,
1884, the church was organized as the
Second German Baptist Church with
forty-five members and Rev. J. C. Has-
elhuhn as first pastor. Services were
conducted in the German language un-
til 1929, changing the name to the

White Ave. Baptist Church.

The church has relocated omr three
occasions, again changing the name to
the present Hillcrest Baptist Church.
A highlight of the evening was a mes-
sage on tape from former pastor, the
Rev. Edward Kary, while interesting
slides of former members were shown
by Mr. Frank Knowles and narrated
by our pastor, the Rev. Paul Meister.
A short meditation from our pastor
closed the evening's program. The oc-
casion was enjoyed by 130 former and
present members, including the grand-
daughter of the first pastor, the Rev.
Haselhuhn. (Berth Mihovk, reporter.)

FESSENDEN, N.D. We had a Barb
Kieper Farewell Day with noon meal
and afternoon service with Rev. Art
Freitag as speaker. The Esther circle
showed the film, “My Son, My Son”
for their family night. We also showed
the film, “The Gospel Road.”

Harvest Mission Festival was ob-
served with Rev. Myrl Thiesies as guest
speaker. We dedicated our new pews
and carpeting in the church auditorium.
We want to thank the visiting pastors
that filled our pulpit during Rev. Der-
man’s illness. (Mrs. Adolph Pepple, re-
porter.)

MILLET, ALTA. The Wiesenthal Bap-
tist young people had a Slave Auction
to raise money for the North Ameri-
can Baptist College. The slaves, some
of which were sold for as much as
$150.00, were given various tasks:
gardening, window washing, hauling
bales, cleaning chickens, etc. This work
was accomplished in an eight-hour day.
The amount raised came to approxi-
mately $1,200.00. (Lori Arnholtz, re-
porter.)

WARREN, MICH. Evangelistic meet-
ings were held at Redeemer with the
Rev. Robert Shelton conducting the
service. Rev. Shelton spent 10 years in
Vietnam as a missionary, was pastor of
the First Baptist Church of Pontiac,
Mich., for 12 years, and is now a full
time evangelist. Every night had a spe-
cial emphasis. Monday was Sunday
School Night; Tuesday, Family Night;
Wednesday, Church Loyalty Night;
Thursday, Pack the Pew Night; and
Friday was Prophesy Night. Our night-
ly average attendance was over 400.
Rev. Shelton also used his excellent
tenor voice to sing God's praises.

Redeemer’s  Annual Thanksgiving
Praise Service was held with special
choir numbers, and praise and testi-
monies from the congregation.
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Our pastor the Rev. Adolph Braun
and Mrs. Braun were in Cameroon dur-
ing December. Rev. Braun spoke at
a missionary conference and then vis-
ited N.A.B. stations in Cameroon.
(Doris Kintzer, reporter.)

ELLINWOOD, KAN. The 1974 Kan-
sas Fellowship sessions were held at
the First Baptist Church, with the Rev.
Manuel Wolff, host pastor.  Qur
thoughts centered on the theme “ ‘Fol-
low Me’ (Who, Me?)” with speakers
Rev. Howard Carlson, pastor of Cen-
tral Baptist Church, BGC, Sioux Falls.
and Rev. Daniel Fuchs, evangelism
director, NABGC. We are living in
a fantastic and terrifying world and
were challenged to reach out and win
others as we follow Christ. At the
Saturday evening banquet we viewed
the film “Sharing the Glory.” The of-
ficers for 1974-75 are: Moderator,
Le_ster Buenning; Vice Moderator,
Oliver Ringering; Secretary, Mrs. Don
Wirth; Treasurer, Ezra Schimpf; Scrip-
ture. Memory Camp Committee, Rev.
Chester Strobel and Mrs. Keith Widen-
er. (Mrs. Don Wirth, reporter.)

'.'\_l(_)RRIS, MAMN, Canadian Thanks-
giving Sunday was observed at Emman-
uel Baptist Church with a baptismal
service. Three young boys were bap-
tized and received as church members
on their testimony of faith,

It was our privilege to have the Rev.
and Mrs. Fred Holzimmer with us for
a Sunday. Mrs. Holzimmer spoke
briefly during the Sunday school

- I open-
ing. Rev. Holzimmer taught the Home
Builders Class, and Mrs, Holzimmer

was guest speaker for our WM.S. an-
nual program.

Baby Dedication was also observed
when four young children were dedi:
cated to the Lord.

We also observed a week of special
meetings, when a study of the Book of
Jorah was undertaken. Pastor of the
church is the Rev. Bruno Voss. (Mrs.
C. Bergstresser, reporter.) '

WEST FARGO, N.D. The Grace Bap-
tist Church welcomed its new Youth
Director, Virgil Schmidt. Mrs. Schmidt
served as youth director at Spearfish,
S.D., before coming here. Members
from the various departments made wel-
coming remarks. The Rev. LeRoy
Moser gave a short welcome sermon
after which Mr. Schmidt responded. Mr
Schmidt will be in charge of coordinat-
ing the youth group, as well as director
of the bus program.

The bus ministry undertaken by the

24

Grace Baptist Church has proved to be
a worthwhile project. Since last year
when the project was undertaken, there
have been more than 50 children en-
rolled. These have no other church
affiliation. Our bus ministry is one of
several ways in which we can help to
win our community to Jesus Christ.
The Rev. LeRoy Moser is pastor of the
church. (Mrs. Harold Fried, reporter.)

LODI, CALIF, The annual meeting
of the W.M.U. of the Nor-Cal Associ-
ation was held at the First Baptist
Church. Mrs. June Goodman, mission-
ary to Nigeria, was guest speaker. She
related the many joys and also trials that
have been theirs as they serve on the
mission field, and challenged us to do
even more in this area of serving. The
offering was designated for mission
work in the Colorado, Rio Grande Val-
ley in Texas and for the W.M.U. gen-
eral fund. The new officers are: Presi-
dent, Ida Dolliver; Vice President, Es-
ther Woehl and Diane Adamson;
Secretary-Treasurer, Ruth Kammerer;
White Cross Chairman, Vella Burzloff.
(Ruth J. Kammerer, reporter.)

EAST DETROIT, MICH. The young
people of Ridgemont Baptist Church
had a Thanksgiving Party with most of
the emphasis on missions. The food
and decorations represented Japan,
Brazil, Spanish-America, and Camer-
oon. Everyone enjoyed preparing as
well as tasting the foreign foods,

’ After playing some games we had a
time for testimonies. The Rev. W.
Hanik challenged us with a devotion:
“Showing thankfuiness to God by living
separate lives.” A sacrifice offering,
which involved giving something up,
was taken for the mission work. A to-
tal of $152.70 was collected. The Rev.,
Herbert Hiller is the pastor of the

church.  (Maria Muchortow, report-
er.)

WISHEK, N.D. About 110 0
from Wishek, Lehr, Napoleon, VLVinr:z)itn
Venturia, Ashley, N.D. and Herried'
S'D". helped the Wishek Women’;
M1s§1onary Society celebrate its 60th
anniversary. Miss Katherine Hunt from
C‘ame_roon, Was our guest speaker., Mrs
Gottl_ieb Herr was an honored gties}'
Shg is the only charter member of thc.
society and has been a faithfy and reg-
ular member for 60 years,

The purpose of the Society is five-
fpld: To aquaint ourselyes with mis-
sions the world over, To foster the
spirit of Christian fellowship and unity
To support and promote the work in.

our church. To aquire more Bible
knowledge. To visit the sick and give
a helping hand where it is needed. Our
Society helped with funds to build our
church. We contribute to our Con-
ference and Dakota projects. We also
do our part in filling our goal for
White Cross work. We also remember
our shut-ins at the retirement homes
at Christmas, and the aged at the Bis-
marck Baptist Home.

Our present officers are Pres. Kay
Herr; Vice Pres., Irene Aipperspach;
Sec., Martha Kramer; Treas., Hulda
Hagel.

Our last project was giving to the
hungry people of the world. We also
donated money to the drought area of
Africa. The Rev. Gordon Huisinga 1s
the pastor of the church. (Martha
Kramer, reporter.)

ROCHESTER, N.Y. The Latta Road
Baptist Church held a retreat at t!‘lc
church. The theme was, “Is Christ
Alive in me? Am I Alive in my
Church?” Six sessions were offered
including: Leadership Styles, Church
Visitation, Personal Devotions, Evalu-
ation, Involvement and Child Care. At-
tended by approximately 80 members,
the sessions provided a time for self-
examination and evaluation. Present
programs were discussed, old thoughts
aired and new ideas expressed. )

The Youth Choir entertained the resi-
dents of the Fairport Baptist Home and
the Rev. Wilmer Quiring brought the
message.

The Adult Fellowship Group met
and couples were to create a fresh
flower arrangement depicting a theme
they chose. These arrangements were
put on display in the foyer of the
church. The Young Couples and _SmgFeS
Group shared Christian fellowship with
new couples from our congregation.
(Mrs. Jack Evans, reporter.)

VENTURIA, N.D. Special meetings
were held for five days in the Venturid
Baptist Church with the Rev. George
Breitkreuz of Jamestown, N.D. as
speaker.

Harvest and Mission Sunday was 0b-
served with Dr. Floyd Moore from ouT
N.A.B. Seminary as guest speaker. In
spite. of poor crops the offering Was
$4,214.65.

A rededication of our Sunday school
teachers was held at a special candle-
light service.

The choir joined the Sunday school
in presenting a Christmas program ¢n-
titled, “Christmas Song of the Ages.
(Mrs. Adolph Heupel.)
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TROCHU, ALTA. Merqbers and
friends of the Trochu Baphs't Church
met for the annual Fellowship Supper
served by the ladle's of the W.M.S. To
complete the cvening, Agneg and Abe
Block showed slides of their summer
tour to mission flelds in Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Hawaii and Japan. _Henry
and Fred Teichrob of the Canadian Re-
vival Fellowship held five days of meet-
ings in our church. Ol}e young man
came to know Jesus as his Saviour, and
many were challenged to live anew for
Christ. An all-day seminar in Christian
Reality was well attended. (Wilhelmina
Lynch, rcportcr.)

BURTON, TEX. Brotherhood Sunday
was observed by the Greenvine Baptist
Church, with Charles Schmeltekopf, a
layman from Kyle, Tex., bringing the
morning message.

Revival meetings were held with Rev.
Harry Haas and his dummy “Hal” from
Zion Baptist Church, Okeene, Okla.
One soul was saved. Rev. Haas and
“Hal” and Rev. Silvey along with the
choir presented a special service in
song and words in two rest homes in
Brenham, Tex. Nov. 17.

The Southern Association Young
Peoples Retreat was held at the Green-
vine Baptist Church with some 60 young
people in attendance (Mrs. F. Effen-
berger, reporter.)

APLINGTON, IOWA. Last fall the Ap-
lington Baptist Church celebrated its
centennial. The Rev. Donald Patet
serves the church as pastor. A musical
evening was observed with the Procla-
mations, a gospel quartet from the
Newton and Pella, Iowa, area, giving a
program.

4 [Pt S8
Special guests at Anniversary Dinner left to
right: Mrs. C. F. Lehr, Mrs. Frieda Koester
Brautigam, Mrs. H. Lohr, Rev. D. Patet, Mrs.
Patet (seated), Miss Edna Wedel, Mr. Arend
Dreyer, Mrs. F. Veninga, Mrs. Esther Denny,
Rev. F. Veninga

We had a missions evening and Keith
Lindaman, a son of the church, who
has served two years with the Navi-
Bators in Singapore. He brought the
Mmessage. Keith is currently working
With the Navigators in Omaha, Ne-
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braska. Richard Mayforth, who has
served 11 years in Japan with North
American Baptist Missions was co-
speaker with Keith.

The Centennial Banquet was held
with more than 200 in attendance. Tes-
timonies were given and letters were
read from sons and daughters of the
church who have entered church-related
vocations. Reminscences by former pas-
tors and members of their families were
given.

Sunday morning, Rev. Gordon Hui-
singa, a son of the church who is pres-
ently pastor of the First Baptist Church,
Wishek, N.D., had charge of the Sun-
day school hour. Dr. Frank Veninga,
formerly pastor of the church from
1952 to 1956 and now Executive Vice
President of Eastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia, delivered the
message at the morning worship service.

The concluding service was held Sun-
day afternoon with Dr. Gideon Zim-
merman, executive secretary, bring-
ing the message.

A fellowship hour with refreshments
followed each service, and slides pic-
turing past events in the life of the
church were shown. (Fanny Schmert-
man, reporter.)

DALLAS, ORE. Six people were wel-
comed into the fellowship of the Salt
Creek Baptist Church. Four were bap-
tized upon confession of their faith in
Jesus Christ as their Savior. Pictured
are these six young men with Rev. Ray
Hoffman, pastor of the church, on the
left. (Mrs. W.C. Burns, reporter.)

HEBRON, N.D. Two members have
been added to the First Baptist Church
by baptism by the pastor, the Rev.
Robert R. Hoffman. They are Karen
Auch and Alida Heinle. (pictured.)
An open house was held in honor of
the silver anniversary of Pastor and
Mrs. Hoffman. The Rev. Clarence
Walth, arca secretary, was guest speak-
er. _
We participated in a round-robin
missionary conference with other area
churches. Guest speakers for these ser-
vices were the Rev. Richard Mayforth
and the Rev. and Mrs. George Black.

Harvest and Mission Festival was ob-
served with Dr. Peter Fehr of Minne-
apolis as the guest speaker. Special
meetings were conducted by the Rev.
Etan Pelzer last fall. (Mrs. R. Stanley
Schneider, reporter.)

MARTIN, N.D. Three people were
baptized in the Martin Baptist Church
upon confession of their faith in Jesus
Christ as their Savior. The three pic-
tured above are (I to r) Timothy
Frueh, Curtis Frueh, and Peter Kern;
Pastor Auch to the far right. Peter
Kem, an exchange student from Ger-
many, lived the past school year with
the Arley Hinsz family.

I~ R

The church held its annual Harvest
Fest. Miss Katherine Hunt challenged
us with the work of missions at Belo
Maternity Center. The mission offering
was $4,268. (J. Rust, reporter.)

MINITONAS, MAN. The First Bap-
tist Church dedicated its new parsonage.
(pictured) The dedication followed a
Thanksgiving service in the morning
and a fellowship dinner at noon. In the
afternoon the pastor, Rev. H. Ulrichs
brought a thought provoking message
entitled, “The Prophet’s Chamber.” The
offerings were applied as designated,
and sufficient funds were received to
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pay off all indebtedness on the par-
sonage plus a generous amount for
foreign missions and the church general
budget.

A ribbon cutting ceremony followed
on the driveway of the parsonage with
prayer and opening remarks by the
pastor, and the cutting of the ribbon by
the mayor of Minitonas, Mr. Ed Hart.
The mayor spoke some appropriate and
kind words and declared the building
officially opened. (Rev. H. Ulrichs, re-
porter.)

MERCER, N.D. The First Baptist
Church had a mortgage burning cere-
mony for its new church which was
built in 1971. We also dedicated our
new pews, the electric organ donated
to the church by Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Wagner, the communion table donated
by Mr. and Mrs. Emil Russ, and the
welcome signs made by Mr. and Mrs.
Jake Rust. Our area secretary, Rev.
Clarence Walth, was our guest speaker.
Various reports were given by the dea-
cons, trustees, Finance Committee and
the W.M.S. A fellowship hour followed
in the church dining room. The pastor,
Rev. Arthur Freitag is pictured in the
center. (Sam Rust Jr., reporter.)

ROCHESTER, N.Y. The Latta Road
Baptist Church honored its pastor and
wife, the Rev. and Mrs. Wilmer Quir-
ing, for 10 years of faithful, unselfish
ministry. (pictured) The deacons and
deaconesses presented Mrs. Quiring
with a corsage and Rev. Quiring
with a boutonniere during the morning
worship service. After a dinner in the
evening we gathered for a program of
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appreciation under the leadership of
Rev. Herbert Berndt. The Winton Road
Baptist Church was invited to join us in
this celebration. Rev. Mashner spoke
on behalf of their church. Rev. and
Mrs. Quiring received gifts from each
Sunday school class and organization.
Our former organist, Bill Earnst, came
for this special occasion and favored us
with a piano arrangement, “Leaning on
the Everlasting Arms.”

LINTON, N.D. The First Baptist
Church observed its annual Harvest
and Mission Festival and a full week of
evangelistic meetings. Rev. Alfred Bi-
belheimer of Bismarck was our speaker
at our Harvest and Mission Festival.
Rev. Bibelheimer is a son of the First
Baptist Church.

o ! X =
Rev. and Mrs. Floyd Dalzell served
for a week of special meetings. As a
result of the services a baptismal service
was held at which ten candidates were
baptized. (pictured) Five others joined
the church by letter. Following the
baptismal service, they were all ex-
tended the hand of fellowship at the
communion service, The Rev. Reuben
Grueneich (on the right of picture) is
the pastor of the church. (Thomas
Tschritter, reporter.)

A A
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O emerium

BEN AUCH, 79, of Bismarck, N.D., died on
Nov. 11, 1974, He was born Feb. 10, 1895, in
Russia. He came to this country in 1903. In
1917 he married Susan Ruff. He accepted Jesus
Christ as a teenager and was a member of the
Hebron, New Leipzig and Bismarck churches.
Surviving him are his widow; seven sons: Walter,
Reuben, Raymond, the Rev. Clemence, the Rev.
Alvin, Willard and Jeffery; two daughters: Mrs.
Florence Klein, Mrs. Alice Wacker; 20 grand-
children and nine great-grandchildren. The Rev.
Ron Norman and the Rev. Orville Meth were
the officiating ministers at the funcral service.

FRED BOLLINGER, 73, of Herreid, S5.D. died
on Nov. 24, 1974, He was born ncar Artas, S.D.
on Oct. 31, 1901. He married Maggie Schneider
in 1928, Mr. Bollinger accepted Christ as his
personal Savior and was baptized in 1931, be-
coming a member of the Herreid Baptist Church.
Surviving him are his widow: one son, two
daughters, two grandchildren; one brother, four
sisters. The Rev, Edward Kopf was the officiat-
ing minister at the funeral service.

MRS. PAUL COCKING nee Heilsberg, 51, of
Colfax, Wash., died on Nov, 8, 1974, She was
born June 6, 1923, in Colfax, Wash. At an early
age she received Christ as her Savior. She was
married to Robert Paul Cocking in 1947, She was
a member of the First Baptist Church, serving
as Sunday school teacher, pianist, and in other
capacities. Surviving her are her widower; two
daughters; Penni and Pepgy Nafziger; one son,
David; two brothers. Pastor Bernard Edinger
conducted the memorial service.

MRS. FRANCES W. DE NEUI nce Johnson, 60,
of Chancellor, S.D. died on Nov. 10, 1974. She
was born on Nov. 28, 1913, near Chancellor.
She accepted Christ in early youth, was baptized
and became a member of First Baptist Church of
Chancellor. In 1941 she was united in marriage
to Raymond DeNeui. Mrs. DeNeui served for
many years as youth sponsor, and was an active
member of the Ladies Mission Circle. Surviving
her are her widower; three brothers, and four
sisters. The Rev. Ted Faszer was the officiating
minister at the funeral service.

MRS. EMMA GOEBEL nece Loewer, 78, of Elton,
La., died on Dec. 8, 1974. She was born in
Germany on Jan, 25, 1896. She came to America
with her parents in 1904. At the age of 14 she
trusted Christ as her Savior and Lord at the
Mowata Baptist Church. For more than 55 years
she taught Bible and Sunday school classes. She
was married to Karl Goebel in 1919. At the time
of her death Emma was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Elton (Southern Baptist). She
is survived by her widower: five sons: Alfred,
Erwin, Harvey, Elmer and Norman; nine grand-
children, two sisters and two brothers. Officiating
ministers were Rev. Edgar Bryan, Dr, Arthur
Rockett and Rev. Eleon Sandau.

MRS. ERNEST HOOK nee Rocelfs, 85, of Apling-
ton, lowa, died on Dec. 3, 1974. She was born
Dec. 19, 1888, in German Valley, Ill. She was
married to Ernest Hook. She received Jesus
Christ as her personal Savior, and on Feb, 26,
1911, she was baptized, and received into the
membership of the Aplington Baptist Church.
She was a faithful member of the Benevolent
Society. Surviving her is onc brother. The Rev.
Donald Patet was the officiating minister at the
funeral service.

KEITH MICHAEL HUBER, 16, of Colfax,
Wash., died on Oct. 27, 1974, as a result of a
hunting accident. He was born July 19, 1958, at
Colfax, Wash. At the ape of nine he was con-
verted to Christ and baptized by pastor Bernard
Edinger and received into the First Baptist Church
of Colfax. He was an officer in his youth group
in the church and was very active in the high
school musical groups. Surviving him are his
parents; two brothers: Greg and Terry: two
sisters: Candy and Pammy; his maternal and
paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. William
Kramlich and Mr. and Mrs. Carl Huber. Pastor
Bernard Edinger officiated at the memorial service.

MRS. RUTH KATONA nee Ziegler, 51, of Cran-
bury, N.J., died on Nov. 12, 1974, She was
born on Aug. 1, 1923, in Trenton, N.J. Mrs.
Katona was a member of the First Baptist Church
of Jamesburg, N.J. Surviving her are her wid-
ower; one daughter, Doreen, and one son, Frank
Jr. The Rev. Karl E, Bieber was the officiating
minister at the funeral service.

NATHANITAL KOTH, 83, of George, Towa, died
on Nov. 1974. He was born on Sept. 20. 1891,
in Parkston, S.D. 1In 1916 he was united in
marriage to Anna Schafer. He was converted in
his youth and became a member of the Baptist
church. At the time of his death he was a mem-
ber of the Central Baptist Church, George, Towa.
Surviving him are his widow; five sons: Wilbert,
Harlow, Curtis, Ivan and Keith: two sisters, I1
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

PAULINE LIEDTKE nee Heitzman, B7, of Wes-
sington Springs, S$.D., died on Nov. 26, 1974,
She was born March 6, 1887, near Alexandria,
S.D. In 1907 she was married to Carl Liedtke.
She was converted in 1904 and was baptized the
same year at the Plum Creek Baptist Church.
At the time of her death she was a member
of the Immanuel Baptist Church in Wessington
Springs. She is survived by her seven children:
two daughters: Mrs. Lydia Weber, and Eunice;
five sons: Fred, Chester, Edwin, Reuben, and
Laurel. The Rev. Grayson Paschke was the
officiating minister at the funeral service.

KATHARINA LOEBS nce Heupel, 83, of Leola,
S.D., died Nov. 9, 1974, She was born at Eureka.
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S.D., on Jume 20, 1891. In 1909 she married
Gottlieb G. Loebs. She became a Christian and
was baptized at the age of 23. She became a
member of a Baptist church. At the time of her
death she was a member of the First Baptist
Church, Leola. Surviving her are three sons:
Edwin, Albert and Arthur; three daughters:
Martha, Ella and Leona; three brothers and one
sister, 18 grandchildren and 29 great-grandchil-
dren. The Rev. Arnold M. Friez was the officiat-
ing minister at the funeral service.

EMMA BERWALD MASCHNER, 74, of Ana-
heim, Calif., died on Nov. 2, 1974, She was born
June 11, 1904, in Germany. She came to the
United States in 1921 and joined the Erin Ave,
Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio. She served
as Sunday school superintendent for many years.
Moving to California she joined the Ingelwood
Baptist Church, and served for many years as
teacher in Sunday school and as president of the
Womens Mission Society. At the time of her
death she was a member of the Bethel Baptist
Church. In 1924 she married. She is survived
by her widower Sam; one son, Norman; one
daughter, Ruth Hirsch; eight grandchildren. The
Rev. Jim Green was the officiating minister at
the funeral service.

FRED MEYER, 84, of Woonsocket, S.D., died
on Nov. 8, 1974. He was born May 6, 1890,
at Tripp, S.D. He married Carrie Bauder in 1913,
He was baptized and became a member of the
Ebenezer Baptist Church of Wessington Springs,
S.D. Later, he and his wife transferred to the
Tmmanuel Baptist Church of Wessington Springs.
He is survived by his widow; one son, James;
three grandsons, and one sister. The Rev. Gray-
son Paschke was the officiating minister at the
funeral service.

PAUL L. MILLER, 66, of Randolph, Minn.,
died on Nov. 11, 1974. He was born on Aug. 9,
1908. At the age of 21 he received Jesus Christ
as his personal Savior, was baptized and be-
came a member of the Randolph Baptist Church
where he served many faithful years in a variety
of capacities. In 1940 he married Miss Ardelle
Hartman. Surviving him are his widow: one
daughter, Sharon: one son, Peter; one brother
and two sisters. The Rev. George M. Brite was
the officiating minister at the funeral service.

THE REV. VICTOR H. PRENDINGER, 80, of
Philadelphia, Pa., died on Oct. 17, 1974, He
was born in 1894 in Austria. He graduated from
the North American Baptist Seminary in May,
1924, and was able to celebrate 50 years as an
ordained minister of the gospel on July 28, 1974.
He faithfully served three churches: Pilgrim Bap-
tist of Jersey City, N.J. (1924-1945), Round Lake
Baptist of Gladwin, Mich. (1945-53), and Berlin
Baptist of Fredonia, N.D. (1953-60). Surviving
him are his widow, Barbara, to whom he was
married for 54 years; two children, four grand-
children, and one great-grandchild. The Rev.
David H. Wick was the officiating minister at the
memorial service.

ANDREW SCHAUER, 78, of Ashley, N.D., died
on Nov. 23, 1974, He was born Feb. 12, 1898,
near Ashley. He was united in marriage to
Lydia Jenner in 1919. He accepted Christ as
his personal Savior at the age of 17, was baptized
and became a member of the Baptist church. His
first wife died in 1968. In 1969 he was married
to Rosina Wiest Just. Surviving him are his
widow; one son, Rev. Herbert Schauer; three
daughters, 28 grandchildren, three great-grand-
children, two brothers, two sisters, one step-
sister; stepchildren: two sons, three daughters.
The Rev. Etan Pelzer and the Rev. Paul Van
Gorkum were the officiating ministers at the
funeral service.

MRS. MARILYN SCHAUER nee Schroeder, 44,
of Ashley, N.D., died on Nov. 24, 1974, She
was born June 13, 1930, at Sabin, Minn. She
married Milton G. Schauer in 1949. She accepted
Christ as her personal Savior in her youth, was
baptized, and became a very active member of
the Ashley Baptist Church. Because of her ex-
ample all her nine children have accepted the
Lord as their Savior. Surviving her are her
widower; six sons, three daughters, her parents,
one sister, three brothers, one half sister. The
Rev. Etan Pelzer was the officiating minister at
the funeral service.

ALBERT E. SEIBEL, 58, of Martin, N.D., died
on Nov. 11, 1974, He was born June 16, 1916,
near Harvey, N.D. He was married to Lorraine
Schmidt in 1938, He accepted Christ at an early
age and was baptized at age 14, He became a
member of the Country Mennonite  Church  of
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Harvey and after his marriage a member of the
Martin Baptist Church where he served as Sun-
day school superintendent, teacher, deacon, choir
director and member of the male chorus. He
was moderator of the Northern Dakota Associa-
tion, member of the Gideons International, and
member of the Board of Directors of the
Bismarck Baptist Home. He designed and
directed the construction of the present Martin
Baptist Church. He served on the Martin School
Board and Martin Town Board, and served in
the State House of Representatives for two
terms. He is survived by his widow: two sons:
Kirby and David; two daughters: Mrs. Sharon
Womble and Mpyrna Seibel; five grandchildren
and three sisters. The Rev. Alvin Auch was the
officiating minister at the funeral service.

RESURRECTION TRACES IN
EUROPE

(Continued from page 15)

person-to-person witnessing has taken
hold there, especially among the
youth, since so many tragic events
have come out of the political, not
religious, strife. Many are receiving
Christ through these efforts.

Italy and the Alps

In Italy we met vibrant young Chris-
tians who are witnessing to the Italian
youth who are dissatisfied with condi-
tions in their government and are seek-
ing a better way of life. It seemed
very appropriate that this should be
done where the Apostle Paul left such
a great impact. We visited the Basilica
of St. Paul in Rome, gazed in wonder
at the altar standing above his tomb
and recalled the events of his last min-
istry here. The catacombs nearby
caused us to think of the fears and
persecutions of the early followers of
Christ. The enthusiasm and dedica-
tion of the Italian youth as they sought
out those traveling on our train was
“catching"—using each moment for
personal contacts for Christ.

The highlight of our worship expe-
riences took place after we rose by
cable lift to the top of 7,000 foot Mt.
Pilatus just outside of Luzern, Switzer-
land. We sought out the small chapel
for meditation and prayer. The story
of Pilate stating he found no fault in
Jesus and that he turned him over to
the crowd was engraved on stone,
while the embroidered altar cloth pic-
tured him washing his hands. Look-
ing out over the beautiful snow-cov-
ered Alps we felt very close to God.
Going down on the world’s steepest
cogwheel train was the conclusion of a
most imspirational Sunday morning
worship experience.

Dachau Concentration Camp

The sobering experience of visiting
the Dachau Concentration Camp Me-
morial led us to the protestant chapel
where a pastor who had been im-
prisoned here four years told us about
the 6,000 pastors and priests kept here,
and of the very trying, heartrending ex-

periences they suffered. He told how
God had worked a miracle in his be-
half by returning his lost identity to
him and giving him his subsequent re-
lease. He told us that many prisoners
in the various concentration camps be-
came Christians and clung to their
faith through inhuman cruelty. It is a
very sad part of German history which
the people would like to forget, trust-
ing that such a thing will never happen
again.

American Church in Brussels

While in Brussels with our younger
son, George, and his family, we at-
tended the American Protestant Church
with them. This is made up of 16 de-
nominations. Its members come from
various points in America working
for companies that have sent them to
do a particular work there for a year
or more. They worship together with
a very special pastor and are most
helpful to one another, as finding their
place in strange and sometimes be-
wildering situations becomes difficult.
As they learn the French language and
as understanding between people
grows, it becomes easier to make their
way. The services are well attended,
and the friendliness of the people
makes one feel very welcome.

The many travelers, especially scores
of young people, help to establish bet-
ter understanding and good relations
among the peoples of the world. We
trust we left a good witness and
friendly spirit behind us wherever our
footsteps left their imprint. [J

THANK YOU

1 want to thank all of the friends
who so kindly remembered me
with cards and notes of sympathy
during my bereavement over the
death of my beloved husband,
the Rev. Victor H. Prendinger.”
Mrs. Victor H.
(Barbara) Prendinger

B The address lists of the subscribers
to the BAPTIST HERALD and DER
SENDBOTE have been fed into a com-
puter. The computerized mailing sys-
tem will hopefully cut down on many
man hours and will speed up the pro-
cessing of address changes. Please,
check the address label on this and the
next issues and report any errors with
corrections.

Thank you for your cooperation,
The Editol-
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Join the
BAPTIST
WORLD
CONGRESS
TOUR

(Stockholm, Sweden)

and also visit

REFORMATION
HERITAGE SITES
Sponsored by
NORTH AMERICAN
BAPTIST SEMINARY
Dr. David J. Draewell, President

W?ﬂ
!

Dr. Gerald L. 'Borchert, Dean

18-Days; 5 Countries
Departure: July 4, 1975

ONLY $1,234.00

(From New York)
Visit Baptist and Reformation Sites
with Qualified Leaders and have Time
and Relaxation as you go to England,
Holland, Sweden, Germany, Switzer-
land; INCLUDING London,
Amsterdam, Berlin {(East-West),
Rhine Tour, Frankfurt, Zurich,
Geneva, Stockholm.

Full Sightseeing Program Included

APPEALING
PRICE—GREAT
TOUR—GOOD LEADERS

For Brochures:
Baptist World Congress Tour
North American Baptist Seminary

1605 S. Euclid; Sioux Falls. SD 57105
or directly to:

Rev. Ben Zimmerman
Wholesale Tours
Pioneer Bank Building
Ramona, SD 57054
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by Paul H. Siewert

Something almost eschatological hap-
pened at a church weekend retreat in
Napa, Idaho. The retreat started with
the youth and parents at opposite poles.
Sensing the defensiveness between the
two, the leader took all the teenagers
aside and asked them to list all the
gripes they could think of against their
parents. Immediately these youth, once
listless and bored, snapped to attention.
The list soon became so long there
wasn't room on the blackboard.

Then the tables were turned and the
parents were asked to list their gripes
against their kids. Again the list got
long and heavy, until one distraught-
Iookin_g lady with her hands propped
up said, with startling insight, “Why
are we enjoying this so much? Look
at the things up there—pressure, ir-
responsibility, lack of trust, no com-
munication—who are we trying to fool?
Those things are just as true of us as
they are of our kids.”

After a lot of discussion, the parents
asked that all the twenty gripes be
erased for one summarizing statement.

.thn the teenagers were brought in
with the parents they were asked to
explain some of their gripes. Some were
funny, some emotional, but everyone
ot across at least one pointed criticism.

Nc:w for the parents! The kids were
excited. They braced themselves
to blast the parents list, h
director wheeled the blackboard around
they read this startling statement of thc,:
parents: “The one thing we don't like

about our kids is that they’
’ S f ey're to
like we are.” d e

ready
But when the

What else can T sq 7
, Say except, “That's
the way I see it, too!” ’ e

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the
the First Baptist Church, Minot, N p
In this column My Siewert ur’m!y-ze;'
current religious news of his c'h()i("c;

pastor of

by Tina Angeles and Betty Hauge
“Evangelism is more caught than
taught!” This was the thought presem'ed
to us many times throughput our train-
ing period. As we continue to travel
from church to church, we see¢ this
statement being proven OVEr and over
again by the church people Ih'emselves.
While in Swan River, Manitoba, _the
home of a team member, the services
were well-attended, with many young
people receptive to the music and chal-
lenge presented at the co_fff:ae-housp.
Many church members participated In
the visitation with us (hroug!lout the
week. People took time to be involved,
and God was doing great things.
The music section ministered for
three days in Ochre River, Mamtopaé
During that short time they held_ mtnr
public services and were able to ministe
to over three thousand people. )
Moosehorn, Manitoba, was the nii?:t
setting for exciting times with GOfIS_
people. There were 18 decisions C:__
Christ through the door-to-door Sud
vey; and many prospects Were foun
for the church. How thrilling to re-
ceive letters from church members
telling of the joys of their own follow-
inistry. o
llpAn;tcr uyone-nighl stop at Winnipes
and Beausejour, the music section _w.:s
the first to cross the border back into
the United States, where Randolph,
Minn., was the first stop. The enthus]l-
asm there of the pastor and his peop ¢
warmed our hearts. Many attended the
services and went calling with the team.
We found our time passing much :ﬁl(:
quickly, and it was diﬂ?cult to'lem_'ci tn‘
little Baptist church with a.brg Visio -
Amid the snow and flu In LaCros d
Wisconsin, we continued 1O SEET}?O‘ZC
working through his people. e
that went calling with us ra.dmte u“;
contagious enthusiasm for sharing Jesus
Christ throughout the community. "
While in Racine, Wis., we met & ]atl;%c
group of young people already ac d
in a church visitation program 2 .
anxious to continue. The music Seftig'n
presented the musical "Allelu'luh o
Sunday evening, and there definitely ki
a “sweet, sweet spirit in that place. .
We had our last crusade before (;l
(Continued on page -
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B The Rev. Wilfried Bruns, since 1973
pastor of the Pioneer Baptist Church
in Pound, Wis., has resigned from this
position to go back into secular work.
B The Rev. Klaus Hildebrandt has
accepted the call to the Zion Baptist
Church, Edmonton, Alta., effective
February 1975. He previously served
the Immanuel Baptist Church, Van-
couver, B.C.

B Mr. Floyd McLaughlin, director of
Christian Education at the Bethel Bap-
tist Church, Anaheim, Calif.,, has re-
signed from his position.

B The Rev. W. H. Dachtler, since 1969
pastor of the Community Baptist
Church in Xenia, Ohio, has accepted
the call to a non-N.A.B. mission work
in Oklahoma.

B Mr. Leonard Kageler has accepted
the call to the Ebenezer Baptist Church,
Vancouver, B.C., effective Jan. 4, 1975.
He will be working part-time until the
completion of his theological studies at
North American Baptist Seminary,
Sioux Falls, S.D., beginning full time
work as of June 1.

B The Rev. Ken Schafer is the pastor
of the Calvary Baptist Church, Pitts-
burg, Pennsylvania.

B The Rev. George E. Engle, since
1972 pastor of the Fellowship Baptist
Church, Sterling Heights, Mich., ter-
minated his ministry at the church, on
Dec. 31, 1974,

B Dr. Jack Scott, since 1963 pastor of
the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Detroit,
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What's Happening

Mich., is now the president of Central
Baptist Seminary, Toronto, Ontario.

M The Rev. Frank Unruh is (he paston
of the Calvary Baptist Church, Carring-
ton, N.D.

B The Rev. Ulrich B. Laser is the pas-
tor of the Immanuel Baptist Church in
Woodside, N.Y. Previously he has
served the church as Minister of Youth
and Christian Education.

B The Rev. Robert F. Penner has ac-
cepted the call to the Grace Baptist
Church, Grand Forks, N.D., effective
January 15. He previously served the
Bethel Baptist Church, Missoula, Mon-
tana.

B The Rev. David Unrau is serving the
Bethel Baptist Church, Windsor, Ont.
He previously was pastor of the Canora
Baptist Church, Canora, Saskatchewan.
B Mr. and Mrs. Robert MeCain, ad-
ministrators at the North American
Baptist Home, Madison, S.D., have
resigned from their positions. The
home is looking for a qualified ad-
ministrator as replacement.

Elmer Bradley, Arizona land devel-
oper and building contractor, an-
nounced the dual sale of Success With
Youth Publications, Inc. to Douglas
Ross and The Carpenter's Shop, a
Christian book store, to Patrick Brant.
Mr. Bradley said he was pleased to
turn over ownership of two fine Chris-
tian companies to two people who have
been largely responsible for the suc-
cess of both businesses. Bradley 1is
former mayor of Tempe, Arizona, and
past chairman of the Arizona Billy
Graham Crusade. .

Ross joined Success With Youth in
1968 and has been President since
1971. He has brought that company
to national prominence as the largest
publisher of Christian youth mate-
rials in the United States. Before
joining SWY, Ross served in various
positions with Youth for Christ, Ken
Anderson Films, National Association
of FEvangelicals and Tyndale House
Publishers.  This year—under the
Whirlybirds, Jet Cadets, Alpha Teens,
Omega and related resources—Success
With Youth will provide Christian
vouth materials for over 14,000
churches throughout the nation.

Both Success With Youth and The
Carpenter’s Shop remain at the same
address (415 West Southern Ave.) and
may be reached at the same telephone
numbers—968-3464 for Success With
Youth, and 968-8701 for The Car-
penter’s Shop. []




EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT

LORD, NOT MY
FEET ONLY ...

Lord Jesus, you have washed my feet!

While we were reclining comfortably
around the table

it irritated us when you

got up from supper,

took off your robe,

and wrapped a towel around your loins.

You did not see the looks I exchanged
with the other disciples.

I had hinted before

that one of us should have washed your
feet.

There we were—your followers—eating,

and all of us were guilty

of eating without having cleaned up
before.

But with you around

we always had felt much greater freedom
with regard to our laws.

You had taught us

that the sabbath was made for man,
not man for the sabbath.

You had given us the impression

that you were lord not only of the
sabbath

but of everything else, including our
rituals.

Yet, when we were meeting

for the well deserved supper,

you had to wrap that towel around your
loins.

To me it was
as if you'd put it right around my neck!

I still hear the sound

of pouring water filling up the basin.

You know my temper.

I was ready to jump up

and do it all myself,

But then—I guess—I was too tired.

Think of the full days we've had!

On Friday when we came to Bethany

we had a supper invitation.

The host, a Pharisee, really should have
known better,

but also he forgot the simple gesture

of having your dusty feet cleaned.

(I didn't expect him to take care of
my feet;

yet, he should at least have washed
yours.)

And thep that woman {rom the street
came in,

wit]jl her alabaster flask of very expen-
sive ointment,

which she poured out all over your feet,

30

How embarrassed the Pharisee was!

He thought of waste and reputation.

I, knowing you, did not think low of
her as a person;

but also I felt strangely over such a
waste,

And you?

Instead of lecturing to your host,

you told the story of the creditors to me.

I got your message, I understood it
clearly,

that those love most who, before meet-
ing you,

had not been loved by anybody;

and one who is forgiven little,

shows little love.

Lord Jesus, you have washed my feet!

I did not move a finger then to please
you.

Yet, it was not lack of love

that made me overlook the cleaning
task.

Too much had happened on the days
before.

The entry into Jerusalem. Triumphant
day!

Then Monday—which started out

with cursing of the fig tree,

and ended with a lesson for

the money changers at the Temple.

And on Tuesday?

Writers once will face the big task to
report on

what all happened on that day.

All day long you and we were occupied

with teaching and debating.

The next day was the same, although
quieter.

So, when Thursday came,

we all were tired and exhausted.

You had commanded us to get things
ready.

We did; we shopped and set the table.

In a way, we all felt like official hosts,

and therefore none would want to play
a servant’s role

and wash your feet.

But you, Lord Jesus, washed my feet.
That washed my head, my soul, my all.
I came alive.

I yearned to do something to please you.

That's why I made the promises I made.
You cautioned me;

I wouldn't here of it.
Now, three denials and many tears later,
I know that you were right.

Lord Jesus, you have done so much
for me.

You called me from the fishing nets

to work for you.

b

OPENI
DIALOGUIE

letters to the editor

Dear Editor:

After reading the SENDBOTE for the
past 45 years, I have canceled my sub-
scription as of January 1. Because I
feel, it was in such poor taste to present
us in the Christmas edition with the ser-
mon of Mr. Patzia about the “Horrors
in the White House.” I feel, this sort
of article does not belong in the BAP-
TIST HERALD, since we get this daily
in the press. We have plenty of “an-
alysts” right here in the States, that are
doing a very good job of taking Mr.
Nixon apart. We don’t need the man
from Canada to “analize” things for us;
he should go into politics. He would be
right at home there.

I have spoken to any number of peo-
ple who have resented this article in
our church-paper, and you will never
know, just how many you have “turned
oft.” Hildegard Harmuth, Long Island
City, N.Y.

Dear Editor: I would like to express
my thanks for the ministry of our de-
nominational periodical-—a ministry
that is both inspirational and educa-
tional. Miss G. Albrecht, Oak Bank,
Manitoba. []

You healed where fever had attacked
my family.

You saved

when storms and waves proved to be
stronger than my faith.

You knew

how to handle a man like me,

once making me the rock-foundation
of the Church

and shortly after that rebuking me as
Satan.

For all that you have done for me,

I thank you with my life.

But that one day you washed my feet

I never will forget.

That day you taught me how to love

and how to be a part of you.

I am your servant, you're the Master.

Feel free to wash me, make me clean;

but Lord, not my feet only . . . RIK
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WHEN CHRIST DIED
(Continued from page 2)

And now as we empty ourselves by the confession
of our sins, the confession of our shortcomings,
and the confession of our feebleness,

thank you for the promise that you will cleanse
and heal; fill and use each one who comes

honestly seeking.
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If you’re moving, please let us know
six weeks in advance before chang-
ing your address, and we will send
the BAPTIST HERALD to your new
address. Fill in your new address
and enclose your present address or
just clip your present mailing label.

7308 Madison Street
Forest Park, Illinois 60130

NAME
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STATE/PROV
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And help us to remember that it will always be this
way; that we will always be entirely dependent

upon you.

May this knowledge give us joy as we are released
from the burden of self,
from the burden of self-effort,
from the burden of self-promotion,
from the burden of self-centered living.

PRAISE GOD! “IT IS FINISHED.” ]

A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING . ..
(Continued from page 5)

which I have been worthy
enough
to reflect your radiance to man.
All that I will yet reflect,
you will grant me. And for that
which I will not succeed in re-
flecting,
you have appointed others.”
You may be among those “others.”
It is time to believe again. It is time to
hope again. It is time to sing again. It
is time to stand up and be counted
again. But you can only do it, and the
nation be blessed, if first you have peace
with God. [

GOD’S VOLUNTEERS . . .
(Continued from page 28)

Christmas break at the Brook Park
Baptist Church in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota. In the four days we were there
ten people accepted Christ, and al-

though many of the church people were
busy with holiday preparations they
supported the team with their attend-
ance at the services and during visita-
tion.

Continually we are seeing that no
matter how many services are held or
how many seminars are given, it is not
until we all get involved in “on-the-job”
training that we experience the excite-
ment of evangelism. Very definitely,
evangelism is more caught than taught.
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“The First Baptist Church of Col-
fax, Washington, will celebrate its
70th Anniversary as a North
American Baptist Church on March
9th. All who attend the event or
send greetings will receive a me-
mento of the anniversary observ-
ance.
All are welcome to attend.”
Bernard Edinger, Pastor
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July 1st.

to:

7308 Madison Street

INVEST IN GOD'S WORK
TO BUILD NEW CHURCHES

Church Extension Investors Fund

The Church Extension Investors Fund is a not-for-profit corpora-
tion serving the North American Baptist General Conference

The purpose of the Fund is to encourage Church Extension
churches to build, by providing interest-bearing loans to qualified
new churches engaged in building programs.

Any individual, family, or church may participate in the Fund by
investing multiples of $100.00. Term deposits earn 5%z to 6%
percent annual interest. Interest is paid on January 1st and

For further information and investment application, please write

CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND

Forest Park, lllinois 60130

through the
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COME WITH US
10

THE LAND OF THE
MIDNIGHT SUN

JOIN THE
N.A.B. BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS TOUR
June 29-July 21, 1975

SEE

England—Norwdy—Sweden—Denmark

Germany—Switzerland

WELCOMETO SWfﬂfIl S

Baptist World Congress i |
Stockholm L1 et Authg thil

July 8-13,1975 L
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Op’ru':mul Route after Congress—July 13-21:
COPenhugen — Helsinki — Leningrad — Moscow — Kiev
Price from New York for optional route — $1,925.05

Sponsored by NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST GENERAL CONFERENCE

Tour Guides: Rev. John Binder and Dr. R. J. Kersten
For information: Contact your pastor or write for brochure

Rev. John Binder, 7308 Madison Street, Forest Park, lllinois 60130

Ll
(IR —

foptistHerald

7308 Madison Street
Forest Park, Illinois 60130

Non-profit organization.
Second class postage
paid at Forest Park, Illinois 60130

and at additional mailing offices.




