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~fti 
Baptists of the 
World Respond To 
Disaster In 
Guatemala 

The Baptist World Alliance (BWA) 
is transmitting $17 ,000 in cash to 
Guatemalan Baptists for use in reliev
ing suffering from the disastrous 
earthquake, February 4. Appeals have 
gone out from the BW A for additional 
funds to be channeled to the victims in 
that Central American country. 

Carl W. Tiller, BW A relief coor
dinator, said that $2,000 in "instant 
response" was drawn from emergency 
reserve funds on the day of the earth
quake. This fund consists of contribu
tions from BWA member conven
tions, individuals and churches for 
immediate use in a disaster. 

Contributions of $5,000 each from 
the Baptist Federation of Canada and 
the American Baptist Churches in the 
USA have been received and for· 
warded to the Baptist Convention of 
Guatemala. The North American Bap· 
tist General Conference likewise has 
contributed $5 ,000. 

Contributions to Guatemalans a re 
purchasing food , medicine and shelter 
for victims. 

Another BWA member, the South
ern Baptist Convention, USA, has 16 
missionaries in Guatemala , and is 
sending aid directly through their mis
sion. 

Assistance also is being given by the 
Brother's Brother Foundation, an in
terfaith medical group headed by Dr. 
Robert A. Hingson, a Baptist deacon 
of Pittsburg, USA. Hingson has vol
unteered to serve as a courier in 
transmitting funds to Guatemala. 

Representatives of the Foreign Mis
sion Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention report that the earthquake 
killed at least five Baptists, left 15-25 

1--------------------------------------4 Baptist families homeless, and dam-
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aged two Baptist churches. These 
churches are serving as distribut ion 
points for relief. BW A statistics list 
5836 Bapt ist people and 83 Baptist 
churches in Guatemala. D 
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The mqsterq of the missing Bod 

by 
Paul L. Maier 

0 n Sunday morn ing, April 5, A.D. 33, the sepulcher of 
Joseph of Arimathea, outside the northwestern corner of 
Jerusalem, no longer contained the body of Jesus. of 
Nazareth who had been buried there on F riday evening. 
Why the tomb was empty has been debated for the last 
1, 900 years. Some have denied that the sepulcher ever was 
empty, arguing that all evidence for the event derives only 
from the New Testament-a source biased in favor of 
Christianity. 

Nevertheless, important historical evidence-quite apart 
from the Gospels-shows that Jesus' tomb was indeed 
empty on Easter morning. Even the earliest hosti le sources 
referring to Jes us agree that his body was missing in fact, 
and up to 150 A.D., Jerusalem authorities were sending 
emissaries across the Mediterranean world claiming that 
the tomb was empty because Jesus' body had been stolen 
(Justin Martyr, TRYPHO, 108) . 

Christians, on the o ther hand, celebrate Easter because 
they believe the sepulcher was empty due to Jesus' resur
rection from the dead, Insist ing that natural laws cannot 
be suspended, however, non-Christians, the secular view
point , and liberal theologians ha~e _generally advan~ed 
other theories to account for the missing body. Following 
a re the most familiar explanatio ns for th is fascinating 
enigma: 

The stolen body theory: This is the oldest and simplest 
explanation for an empty tomb. J esus' body was removed 
by his disciples either in order to protect it from possible 
desecration, or to hatch the myth of a risen C hrist, ac
cordi ng to this theory. Or, Joseph of Arimathea, who had 
fi rst hastily buried Jesus in a cave near the execution site, 
later gave the body permanent, secret burial in his own 
tomb . O r, Pontius Pilate may have ordered its removal to 
Dr. Paul L. Maier is professor of History at Western 
Michigan University and rhe author of rhe book FIRST 
EASTER: THE TRUE AND UNFAMILIAR STORY 
(Harper & Row). 
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fo restall any cult of martyrdom at the grave site. At any 
rate when the women of the Easter story came to the 
original tomb at Sunday dawn, they would have found it 
empty. 

The wrong-tomb theory: Because of Jesus_' has.ty burial 
and the fact that they came in dim morning light, the 
women were not sure exactly which of the many rock-hewn 
tombs in the a rea was J oseph's. When they examined the 
wrong one, which was empty, they were startled by a 
gardener or grave worker (whom they thought an ange~) 
who guessed their mission and tried to correct their 
mistake. "He is not here," the gardener advised, and then 
pointed to the correct sepulcher, "See the place where he 
lay." But the women panicked, fled, and later announced 
an empty tomb . 

The "lettuce" theory is a n alternate of the above. The 
gardener was so piqued at curiosity-seekers trampling over 
lettuce seedlings he had pla nted in the garden around 
Joseph' s tomb that he removed the body of Jesus a nd 
reinterred it elsewhere. But still visitors came to the now
empty sepulcher and proclaimed the resurrect ion. Crude as 
this hypothesis sounds, it was, in fact, one of the early 
non-Ch ristian explanations for the resurrection, a nd the 
second-century church fat her Tertull ian himself records it 
(DE SPECT A CU LIS, 30). 

The swoon theory: Jesus never really died. He only ap
peared to die, but , perhaps due to the effect of some deep 
narcotic administered to him on the cross, he lingered on in 
a state of suspended animation. After his bu rial, the cool 
of the tomb and the healing effect of the spices wrapped 
around his body revived him. Exchanging his grave clothes 
for those of a gardener, he somehow managed to crawl out 
of the sepulcher and then encountered Mary Magdalene . 
After her glad recognition, he made his way to Joseph or 
the disciples, who nursed him back to health a nd presented 
him as the risen Lord. Fo rty days later, his wounds got the 
better o f him, but j ust before he expired, he assembled the 

I 

disciples o n a mountain top and parted ~ram them ?Y 
walking into a cloud . Though he wa~ crawhng off to _die, 
the Eleven believed he had ascended into heaven. Vanous 
forms of this theory have been suggested ever since the 
pagan ph ilosopher Celsus first proposed it in the second 
century A.D. (Origen, CONTRA CELSUM, 2). . 

The psychological or hallucination theory: T he va:1ous 
visions or appearances of Jesus were merely the psychic ef
fects of profound wish fulfillment. W hen one o~ the 
women claimed to see the resurrected J esus, the expene~ce 
became contagious and soon others " saw" him~ too, ·~
eluding finally the disciples also . Jesus' prophecies of his 
triumph over death had primed his followers to expect ex
ac tly that, a nd so the whole myth began with "the visions 
of a half-frantic woman," according to Celsus. 

The twin brother theory: Jesus had an exact twin 
brother, who substituted fo r him on occasion but generally 
stayed out of sight. When J esus truly died on Friday, the 
twin emerged triumphantly from seclusion on Sunday and 
people beheld the risen Lord . 

Other theories, such as the rapid-decay hypothesis, are 
not worth the lis ting. In Palestine's hot climate, supposed
ly, the process of organic putrefaction was accelerated, 
a nd the sepulcher was not visited until the body had fully 
decomposed. But in only three days, this would have been 
manifest ly impossible. 

Certainly these various theories stand as tributes to 
human ingenuity. And they have surely stood the test of 
time: a lthough all of them a re still in current use, nearly all 
were advanced in o ne form or another many centur ies ago. 
The different explanations also have this in common: they 
a ll require at least as much faith to believe in th~ir vali?ity 
as in the Resurrection itself. For the overpowering we1~ht 
of a ll the sources, all circumstantial evidence from the first 
Easter a nd logic itself stands against them. 

T he' stolen bod y theory flounders on two insurmount 
able obstacles: the problem of mot ive and the problem of 

execution. T o plan a tricky grave robbery of a clos~ly 
guarded tomb would have required an_incredibly strong in
centive by a daring and extremely skillful group of men . 
But who had this incentive a nd th~n t~e. cour~g~ necessary 
to bring it off? Certainly not the d1sspmted d1~c1ples, ~ud
dling and hiding in their despair over Jesus' e~1dent fa1lu~e 
a nd in fear of the T emple authori ties. Certainly not th~ir 
discredited leader, Peter, who unable to stand by J_esus in 
life, could hardly have had the audacity to snatch his body 
in death. 

The mistake in the "wrong tomb" theories would quick
ly have been corrected on Sunday morning when the hub
bub first arose, and however interesting the "swoon 
theory" may be, it seems impossible that Jesus ~ould have 
survived the spear thrust at the close of Good Fn?ay: 

The " hallucination theory" would be attra~t 1ve if only 
one person had claimed to see a vision o f the nsen Jesus
perhaps Mary Magdalene, who for~e~ly may have had 
psychic problems anyway. But the d1sc1ples. wer~ ,a hard
headed and hardly hallucinable group, e~pec1ally Dou~t
ing T homas," and they had seen the nsen Jesus at dif
ferent times and places. 

Jesus' missing body, then, still presents a mystery_ and _an 
enigma which has not yet been solved by explana_t1~ns . in
volving a purely natural cause. Traditional Chnstlam~y, 
on the other hand, believes a preternatural ca use was in-
olved first and best expressed by the Apostle Paul, who 

v , c . h wrote in his first letter to the church at onnt : 

Christ died for our sins in acc~rdance with ~he 
scriptures, he was buried . . . raised on the third 
day ... and appeared to Cephas (Peter) , then to 
the twelve. Then he appeared to more than 500 
brethren at one time, most of whom are still 
al ive, though some have fallen asleep . T hen he 
appeared to J ames, then to all the apostles. Last 
of all ... he appeared also to me (l Cor. l 5:3ft).LJ 
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The 
Real 

Meaning 
0f 

8aster 

OUR LIFE IS WAFER-THIN-a clot of blood or a jerk of 
the wheel, and it is no more. 

After all the sleepless nights needed to nurse us safely 
th~ou_gh childh ood diseases and the prohibitive expense of 
bud~mg fallout shelters, we can still slip on a cake o f soap 
or give up _hope and use a razor. Modern medicine may 
wor~ overtime and make life last as lo ng as Methuselah's; 
yet 10 the end the physician 's safely innocu lated list 
becomes the obituary column. 

Oxygen is just as fat al 
as carbon monoxide 
although slower and more painful. 
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by David A. Redding 

After all we've done to death, death is still very much alive. 

Never Say "Death" 

. We would rather think about something else. So death 
1 ~stead of sex, is hush-hush now. We keep it from the pa: 
tient and the children as our forefathers kept back the 
other facts of life. 

Today the most ominous word in our vocabu lary is 
"can " M h cer. en s rug off the thought of it with diversions 
t?at are as effective as narcotics are at the end In despera
t10n they dive into an insanity of overwork or descend into 
h_ells of self-importance . A ma n can park his head in televi
~on or ~eep it submerged in the sensuality of best sellers . 

verythmg in _li fe, from play to prayer can become an 
escape mechanism. ' ~: d//J., 

Facing the Enemy · .. ~~!~$/~~~ :M· ~ 
To let death blindfold us is suicide. ~ ~ 

We must identify death as the ~ 
!J/%t)t,~if ::•going to put up 'P/~~,~ 

This is not be' ng b.d b · · d 
to m . 1 mor 1 , ut merely making room for Go 

ove 10
· Unless we admit that the mortality rate means 

us, and make the necessary adjustments Easter will never 
mean anything more tha ' f s b · · n an egg hunt or a religious us 
~uh s1d1zed b~ mer~hants to peddle bunnies a nd bonnets . 
f e resurrection will not make sense or wrench our interest 
rom the Sund~y paper until we have stood by a grave lo ng 

enough to notice that there is a far bigger war going on 
t?an the one that ma kes the headlines The Bible came out 
~i_ght ~nder Nero's nose but never n~ticed him. It thrust 

im a:'.de to decla re that "the last enemy to be destroyed is 
death (I Cor. 15:26) 

But _"do not fear those who kill the body ... ; rather 
fear hun who can destroy both soul and body in hell" 

(Matt. 10:28). The death ma n needs to dread is not 
physical. Man is not a beast, but a being. Highway sta
tistics and the pain in the pit of the stomach scare us, for 
we have feelings, but we are not dogs. Cancer can't hurt 
us-permanently. Job met God in the midst of disease. A 
man can die and go to heaven . The devil laughs while poor 
devils brazenly eat the forbidden apple with a smirk, then 
tremble before a tiny germ that is gui lty only of stealing a 
little time. Even the sight of someone lingering on like a 
vegetable is not a tragedy, if he has been true; the awful 
thing may be the poor fellow standing by his bed so chloro
formed with sin he doesn't know he's dead . 

We are engaged in a bigger battle 
than that fought by the corpuscles, 
and it makes a man look funny, 
fearing the hospital more than hell. 

"For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but 
against the principalities, against the powers, against the 
world rulers of this present darkness" 

(Eph . 6:12-13) 

We Need Help 

And God knows, we' re sunk without some special out
side help_ No man can keep the evil from eating him up. It 
will take more than a little psychology to make up for 
paradise lost. Someone will have to be big enough to 
"cross" our devil out and good enough to go with us all 
the way until we're out of this " valley of ~he s?a?ow" for 
good . The fumbling young clergyman, with his irrelevant 
references to a professorial Jesus, couldn't do anything for 
the dying Scotsman. That poor old fellow spoke for 
Everyman when he shook his head and said, "No, 
Dominie, I need the Savior.'' 

The New Testament Answer 
The New T esta ment is dying to a nswer the question men 

are dying to know. The gospel is not go_od_ advice; it is God 
in person-it is not simply some more insights to swell the 
world 's spiritual collection, but a revolutionary report _of 
actual resurrection. The Good Book will not go well with 
o ur shelf of worldly wisdom. It is a co_ntradictory, in_flam
matory pa mphlet boasting an exclusive scoop. This ac
count of the resurrected Jesus incited rio ts, turned the 
world upside down. 

This is news 

1 

... ~ - ~ E§I 
that was written on the run, ~ =:.5L 
hot from the battlefront, i' ~ T 
in a passion of excitement, ~~- ~ ~ 
and the words break from shock lE~~~~~~l! 
and sheer joy. 

Oratorios thunder Halleluja h , not to some quaint 
moral ist, but to the "Champion" who had the courage to 

have it out with death once and for all, " that we might not 
perish." 

Easter is absolutely essential. 
The resurrection 
clinched Christmas-
it certified that Jesus 
really is God's Son. 

The battle for the Kingdom was not over, but that 
"third day" was what the world was waiting for to show 
that the battle was won. "If Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain" 

(ICor. 15:14). 

T he Resurrection Proof 

"Prove it." The proof is in the living of it-not with 
words, but men. When C hristopher Columbus returned , 
he could have told the Spaniards what he had seen, and 
they would have said scornfully, "A sailor's yarn." But he 
came back with natives aboard. So Christ proves the other 
world. He brought men to life in it here. The continuing 
clue to his resurrection is Christian character. These con
verted men are natives of eternity. The men and women 
who brought back the news on that day of days were not 
fooling, for they died doing it-not fooled, for the church 
thrived on it. The charter members of Christ's church were 
few and frail, but they brought an Empire to its knees. 

King Arthur 's Round Table 
broke up when A rthur died, 
but the Lord's Table began 
when Christ was crucified. 

~ 

' ·~ .... 
C hristia ni ty can do wonders with huma n nature now. 

Some of the King's men have kept true. O ne can see the 
Kingdom coming in their eyes and in their deeds . Paul 
pointed to us for proof when he wrote, " You yourselves 
are our letter of recommendation, written on your hearts, 
to be known and read by all men" (II Cor. 3:2). 

Resurrection , Now 

Eternal li fe does not wait until the deathbed to begin. 
Phillips Brooks wrote, " The great Easter truth is not that 
we are to live newly after death-that is not the great 
thing-but that we are to be new here a nd now by the 
power of the Resurrection." Earth is God's maternity 
wing. Our metamorphosis- our complete change-is 
meant to happen here in time, before the prime of this li fe. 

Then what are we waiting for? The big bottleneck is 
repentance. And no man can be raised from the dead 
without it. 

Repentance does not mean 
showing a little remorse 
for a f ew slips and swear words. 
ft means our heart is breaking 
because our life looks so cheap 
beside Christ 's. 

T~e agnost~c scorns the need for such a step. He 
studiously avoids measuring his life by C hrist' s , a nd keeps 
a ~omfortable heckler's distance from the church. He 
shnnks from church, not because he's too smart for it but 
because he's afraid of it. ' 
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Bunyan's Pilgrim trudged uphill with heavy heart, and 
feet like lead. The future to him was not wings but dead 
weight. So every man struggles wearily through life, sin
bound and downcast. The prospect of any more life is op
pressive, if not unbearable, so he scoffs at the idea. 
Pessimists try to explain God away with logic, but logic no 
more explains how a man feels about God than it can ex
plain his feeling toward his mother. The trouble is that 
something has come between him and God, and so he re
jects God, not because God isn't so, but because he has 
gotten in God's way and blocked God out. Could the sting 
of death be sin? Could the emotional block be broken by 
"a broken and contrite heart"? Repentance is what our 
future's hanging on. 

Repent and Believe 

Only repent and believe; the rest is free-though it's not 
free and easy. This is the way the resurrection works. 

A man who knows what it is 
to be forgiven 
will never f eel the same again 
about death, 
for he has glimpsed, 
as he never guessed before, 
something of the stunning 
height and depth 
of heaven 's God. 

'.·~ .. ' .. 
. . 

~ 

Penitent Pilgrim staggered up the hill and stood swaying 
despondently before a cross. Suddenly his heart was knifed 
by what he had done to Christ and Christ for him. He 
shook with shame, and the crushing load of choking guilt 
and deadly boredom that bore down on him slipped from 
his neck. His breast hurt with appreciation, and "the 
springs that were in his eyes sent the waters rushing down 
his cheeks." He marched on, a new man , not dreading 
death, but looking through it eagerly "to the city which 
has foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (H eb. 
11: 10). 

Men are fed faith, not bulletins of advance information 
But there is in the transformation enough food for th~ 
imagination to improve upon caricatures of harp-playing 
angels- "no eye has seen, nor ear heard, . . . what God 
has prepared" (I Cor. 2:9). Wherever heaven is, we know 
that the God who was in Jesus Christ is there. That ought 
to be enough. 

The Race Myth 

C hr.istianity ha~ no patience with the viewpoint that the 
dead live o? only in others-that only the race is immortal. 
Our God 1s not God of a mushrooming cemetery but 
"God of the living." ' 

Don ' t Be Callous 

The tv.:ice-bo rn man will never be neutral again about 
the next hfe-not for his own sake, but for others. 

There may be times when we don't 
care what death does to us 
but if we love a little like Christ, 
we do care drastically 
about what happens to those 
who are dear to us 
and to those not d~ar to anyone. 
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And we will never let them go when they go out of sight, 
Disbelief in heaven may be almost honest at times, but 
mostly it smacks of callousness toward the fate of other~ . 
To accept the proposition that a fr iend is erased by death ~s 
impossible for a Christian . A Christian's heart, if not his 
faith, is too large, his God too good, for a ny such thec:i
logical brush-off. Christians do not mean to act smart. It is 
thei r sense of security and victory in Christ that makes 
them sing at funerals. 

Resurrection 
of the Body 

Unfortunately the terrific ending of our Creed has been 
smeared where it reads, "the resur rection of the body·" 
Are we to blame? Men cling exclusively to the idea of the 
soul's immortality. This is not the New Testament 's whole 
point of view. This is more Plato than Paul. The apostles 
were not speculating from an armchai r in some classic 
Greek forum. They sprang from Jerusalem's graveyard 
wit~ fabulous fresh evidence. Their passion for the resur
rection of the body was not drummed up by a longing for 
the fle~h, but documented by the burning presence of the 
recognizable and touchable risen Christ. So the soul is not 
co ndemned to a nebulous and homeless future. "But God 
givesitabodyashehaschosen"(I Cor. 15:38.) 

Heaven Is Real 

The New Testament makes heaven far more concrete 
and attractive than our birthplace. This house of earth is 
heaven's shadow. 

Someday, somehow, "the last enemy" will be d7-
~troyed, and God's Kingdom will come "on earth as it is 
1 ~ heaven." And in some special way'. that will be the 
signal that all souls who have gone to God have at last 
taken up .housekeeping in "more stately mansions." 

D~ath is not eliminated for Christians because they are a 
special case. Jesus warned us of a cross. But after he was 
through, death was different. ~~ 

~~ 
~~ 
{l fl 61 

Death was not a 
wall any longer, 
but a door. q. 

He .... , •.. -)::::: ..... · 
made death something that men were no longer afra_id 

t? tal ~, abo~:~something to look forward to. For a Chns
tian, .to di~ as Paul said, "is gain" (Phil. I :21 ). 
ChC~r~st did not erase the heartache of bereavemen~ 

. n st ians care more. Death str ikes close beside us a n 
? nngs everything else down with it. But Christ has called 
Its bluff. He left . were . . resources for gn ef we never knew . 
t~ere until despair-his Book his fr iends a nd especiallY 
his presen Th ' ' in . ce.. ese reinforcements a re enough to last us 
~~e .fight until that day when God himself has promised,~0 

wipe away every tear ... , and death shall be no more 
(Rev 21 :4). . [1 

CHRIST Iii RISBO! 
by Donald Richter 

Did Christ rise from the dead? ·need that he did. 
Ch . . ompletely conv1 

n sl!ans are c it,,, some counter. 
"Nobody else has ever d.o~ ~ced the world as he has 

And nobody el~e ha~ ev~r ;~fe u~nd he was unique in his 
done! He was unique m .his 1 'r ct it is reasonable . 
death. This is not. impossibl~. 1~ t~at that simple group Of 

How else can 1t be explain\ ns were able to influence 
fishermen and women and pub 1~at and give their lives for 
others to jo in their persecu~ed ~I that they made up the 
Jesus Christ? Is it really behevea de assed it off as truth? l s 
whole thing in their cleve~ness ~nt they laid down their lives 
it really reasonable to bel.ieve th a 

0 
gain only pain? Only 

for a fiction which promised t e~ n ould so Jive. And the 
lunatics follow ing another. lunatic ~arration of lunacy but 
history of those first days is n?t a to a real and resurrected 
of courage inspired by a devotion 

Lord. h been a hallucination?" say 
" But couldn't it all ave 

others. ectation-that is to say 
Hallucinations depend on exp really come to believe 

what a perso n expects to se~ ~e ma~owever did no t really 
he has seen. The early Chnsuans, ' 

The Rev. Donald Richter is pastor of McKeman Baptist 

Church, Edmonton, Alberta. 

,,in. Peter and the others went back 
. ag""' 

expect to see Chnst doubted until he actually saw and 
to fishing. Thomas 

5 
if'I unusual times and places saw him 

touched Jesus. Other cted to see again. No , too many saw 
whom they never e~f :erent t imes and places for this to be 
~im in too manY di irnagination. . . 
Just a figment of the h ppened. We reason not m c1rcles-

This thing really d ~od so rose from the dead a nd then 
that Christ was Go he dead so therefore he is God. T he 
that he rose fro.m t eon the Bible as uniquely true-what 
Christian res~s hi\ca:o compare? And on Christ's life as 
other book is ab e man measures up to him in word and 

. hat other . h umque- w h. ·rnpact on h1story- w at other person 
action? And on is 

1 
ourse of history? And as further 

has so altered the chO looks about hi~ today can see if 
.d h person w , 

ev1 ence t e rnen changed not beca use J esus was 
h ·11 men and wo . 

e wi • d clever man but because he 1s a great and 
another great an 
living God. . h. h ' d k l 

His mission began 1n 1s teac m.g anF who r ·s . t w~s 

I d · 11is death and resurrecu on. o r e rose again 
com p ete in . bl. d II D I . 

h en tha t death 1s not a in a ey . eat 1 1s no 
to s ow m f I · · I · · I 
longer a terror, but becauCs

1
e? . 11s tnump1 H1 1~ t 1c pas-

1 sageway through which m suans pas to t 1e1r etcrna 

ho me. 
Yes , Chri 1 did r ise from the dead. .J 
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North American Baptists will be meeting for their 1976 Triennial Con
ference July 27-August 1, 1976, in Portland, Oregon. Many have regis· 
tered and have made their hotel reservations; others are still contemplating 
whether to attend. The following article is a beautiful introduction into 
what Portland is holding in store for all North American Baptists who will 
attend. 

DON'T Ml66 Tl-II;; PORTLAND 

when WHliam Johnson, once a membe< of the ccew of 
<?Id Ironsides and later first sheriff for the Oregon Provi
s10nal Government, built a log cabin for his Indian bride 
on the banks of the Willamette River in 1842 little did he 
dream that a great city would one day elimin

1

ate the thick 
masses o~ lu~uriant undergrowth and tall evergreens which 
greeted his view. 

Today. the forested canyons he viewed have been re
placed with peopled canyons between tall buildings nestled 
m one of the most beautiful spots on earth. 

Instea~ of canoes on the river, great ocean voyagers 
n:1ake their way .to massive grain docks. Instead of an occa
s10nal gull soanng lazi ly overhead, swift jetliners ply their 
way to and from the city's modern new airport te rminal. 
Instead of deer and elk wandering across the scene 
modern fr~eways carry automobiles to and from the city. , 

The~e stil l are canoes on the river , gulls overhead and 
game m the forested West Hills of Portland b h 
Port!and of today is a modern metropolis with ut t e 
lustnous past and a dynamic future. an ii-

It. is the .home of the world-famous Portland Rose 
Festival and is known far a nd wide as the "City of Roses " 
although there are those who will quarrel that th , 

II . ere are as 
many came ias and rhododendrons in Portland 

All f h' h · as roses 
o w. ic is ~erely a way of saying that Portla~d 

Orego~, enjoys a climate good for all growing th ' 1 . ' 
cooler m the summer in Por.tland than at most of ~~~s~o~e~ 
Eastern summer resorts. It is warmer in the win . 
most large cities of the nation. ter than m 

Portland has an annual rainfall less than that of 
Houston, Nashville, and Charleston. 

A release by the Portland Chamber of Commerce. 

Portl~nd is_a city with personality, both in the arch itec
ture of its buildings and in the th ings people do who live 
and_work and play within its environs. 
. Fifty percent of the state's hotel rooms and 40 percent of 
its motel acc~mmodations are in the metropolitan area. 
S~me of the fmest residentia l districts in the state are only 
mmutes from the heart of the city. 

For those who want cul ture, there is an outstanding sym
pho~y and a Junior Symphony Orchestra Symphonic 
Choir a d C' · Th ' • n 1v1c eater and various little theater groups. 

f The. P~rtland Art Museum features outstanding exhibits 
0 

. ~amtmg, tapest ry, Indian artifacts scu lpture a nti-
qu~~es a~d collections of note in the world of a rt. ' 

ere is much to do and see whether with or witho ut a 
~~r. Many of the tourist attract ions a re wit hin walking 

istahnbce from. the hotels; most of the others are within easy 
reac Y public transit. 

f Portland ~as a .$4,000,000 zoo which features everything 
;~m pe.ngums direct from Antarctica to native animals. 
We ~.ation's smallest railroad connects the zoo site with 

G 
asd mgton Park, home of the International Rose Test 
ar ens. 
The new Oregon M . . useum of Science and Industry adJa· 

cent tfo the zoo, is a tribute to community enterp;ise. It 
!~~w rom a ~ream to reality through the volunteer efforts 

h 
coolperat1on of industry a nd labor and today is a place 

w ere tie young can le b d . 
which they live. arn a out the wonder ful worl 1n 

The Northwest's 1 1 . 
demonstration on Y p anetanum schedules regular 
A "S . Ss of the glo ries of the celestial sphere above. 

c1ence hop" offe 'd . . , 
science kits . rs a w1 e variety of beginner s 

. f ' polished agates and other stones books and 
souveni rs or sale at reasonabl . , Ad. e pnces . 
b J acen~ to Washington Park is the Hoyt Park Ar-

oretum wnh 145 acres of evergreens and native trees. The 
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Portland provides a breathtak ing view of the City o f Roses and majestic Mt. Hood. 

Portland Zoological Gardens and an aviary are located in 
Hoyt Park . 

Portland is one of the few cities in the United States with 
a 3336 acre virgin wilderness forest on its edge. The Pi ttock 
Bird Sanctua ry of the Oregon Audubon Society covers 30 
acres adjacent to Macleay Park, and area of primeval 
beauty. 

Across the city is Mount Tabor Park with the only 
known extinct volcano inside a ci ty in the United States. 
Here the visitor may find picnic facilit ies and a panorama 
of the city that is breathtaking. 

Rocky Butte in the Northeast section is another popular 
viewpoint where visitors can look at the city in one direc
tion or the mouth of the scenic Columbia River Gorge in 
the other. 

Council Crest, highest point in the city, presents a spec
tacular view of Portland, snow-capped mountain peaks 
and the rich Tualatin Valley. The route to the top winds 
through one of the finest residential areas of the city. 

The Rose city's elevation ranges from 29 feet above sea 
level at Union Station to 1,073 feet on Council Crest. 

The city has 122 public parks covering 6282 acres. They 
abound with bridle paths, swimming pools, tennis courts, 
statuary and monuments, playgrounds and public ac
commodations . 

For those who like a bi t of history, the Oregon 
Historical Society maintains convenient hours at 1230 SW 
Park Avenue a few blocks from the city center. Exhibits 
include articl~s brought west by Dr. John McLoughlin, 
often termed "Father of the Oregon Country." Here, too, 
are tools, a sea chest and table china used by Captain 
Robert Gray who discovered the Columbia River, memen
toes fro m the Lewis and Clark expedition and the Dr. Mar
cus Whitman India n massacre which occurred near Walla 
Walla, Washington. 

Portland is noted fo r its medical facil ities with many 
modern hospitals in strategic locations and the famed 
medical center in San Jackson Park overlooking the city. 
Here is the ho me of the University of Oregon Medical 

School, the Universi ty Medical School H ospi tal and 
Doernbecker Memorial Hospi tal for Children, the 
Multnomah County Hospital, University o f Oregon Den
tal School and Veterans Administration Hospital. 

The city has 152 schools and colleges, including na
tionally accredited colleges such as Cascade College, Lewis 
and Clark College, Marylhurst College, Multnomah Col
lege, Portland State University, Reed College, and the 
medical schools and the University of Portland. 

Some of the finest golf courses anywhere are to be found 
inside Portland or close to its city limits . 

No one should miss the three "Scenic Drives" which 
passes most of the major points of interest and winds 
through peaceful residential districts and bustling in
dustrial areas. 

It is li ttle wonder that nationally known writers become 
enthusiastic about Portland, for in addition to being at the 
hub of a tourist's paradise, it has much to o ffer those who 
never leave its limits. 0 

Picturesque lighthouses on the Oregon Coast 
make interesting subjects for artists and 
photographers. This one is Yaguina Lighthouse 
on Yaguina Head at Newport . 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Dr. Borchert: 
I would like any comments or help 

you might give me. A dear Christian 
friend wrote at Christmas time, very 
upset as their daughter had dropped out 
of their Southern Baptist Church and 
was taking instruction in a Mormon 
Church. I was ill-prepared to write 
knowledgeably about their beliefs. She 
is now serving as a worker in Japan for 
this group. 

Then a short time ago, a young per
son at our church was sharing with us 
that one of her professors at college was 
a born-again Christian and she had been 
happy to speak with him and find he 
had accepted Christ, etc., but he is an 
Elder in a focal Mormon group. The 
man was so nice and said they believed 
all the same basics. I think her question 

OH,lORD! 
YOUR 

to me really was, can a person be Chris
tian and be in that group . .. Mrs. £. 
Dear Mrs. E.: 

First let me say that the Mormon 
public image of growth and mission has 
oft~n le? Ba~t ists to hes itate in sha ring 
their fai th with Mormons. In this col
umn I will only be able to give a bare 
introduction, but you should ask your 
pastor for more information. 
~ormons believe that Zion is in the 

~nJted States and tha t man's goal in life 
is to become a god. Jesus is believed to 
be a spirit-child of God, bro ther of man 
and a polygamist (similar to the views 
of G~ostic heretics) . They hold salvat ion 
by fa.1th alone is definitely a n erroneous 
teaching and that much concentration 
must be sp~nt on. abstain ing from many 
forms of sinful involvement (including 
alcoh.ol, tobacco, coffee a nd tea). They 
practice b~ptism for the dead, and each 
~ormo~ is admonished to search out 
his fam ily tree and be baptized for his 
ancestors. Accordingly the Mo .d. • rmons 
are av1 in their geneological interests. 

As fa r as the Bible is concerned it is 
the Word of God when it is accurately 
translated. The Book o f Mormon is the 
wor~ of .God. (Many sec ts like Mor
monism e1t~er add to the Bible or take 
~way. from i~s ~:ithority as the basis for 
infusing their ideas into the Ch . . 
system). nstJan 

. Mormons have three levels of heaven 
(hke . some early Gnostic sects): the 
celestial realm wh ich ultimately a M . ssures 
.o~mons of being gods (Blacks a re in-

ehg1.bl~); the terrestial realm which is for 
Christians and people of oth l' . 

d h er re 1g1ons· 
an t e telestial realm wh · h · . ' 

IC IS a kind 

of intermediate sta te like purgatory in 
which those who rejected the gospel 
await a resurrection. 

Because of the great emphasis on 
ethical liv ing, Mormonism has become 
attractive to many who were borderline 
Christians. Mormons speak of spiritual 
experiences and conversion much like 
our Christians (who make faith in Jesus 
Christ the ult imate test). For weak 
Christians and for those unfami lia r with 
Mormon doctrine the differences may 
seem unimportant, but Christians stead
fast ly hold that we are not divine nor 
ever shall become divine even in heaven. 
Moreover, we hold that our works are 
no t a part of the salvation process but 
are an indication of a new life in Christ. 
One o f the most interesting experiences 
for you, Mrs. E., would be to encounter 
a former Mormon who now has been 
won to the new li fe of freedom in Jesus 
Christ. Such people have learned dis
ciplined living and then have (like the 
Apostle Paul) learned the great freedom 
in Christ. The Mormons are really a 
contemporary type of people, like the 
ancient Jews, who have ordinances like 
faith, baptism, laying on of hands, and 
the Lord 's Supper , but have not d is
covered the a ll sufficiency of Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Bible. They need 
our prayers a nd they need to be 
evangelized. 

. I hope that this very brief introduc
tion has been of some help. Two small 
books wh ich might be o f assista nce to 
you are: W. R. Martin , Mormonism 
(Zondervan, 1957), and M. Stilson, 
How to Deal with M ormons (Zonder
van, 1965). G.L.B. 

HOUS( IS ON flRf 
In <;mes emy day, somewhece ;n the UnHed S 

h h . . tates a 
c urc , a synagogue, o r other religious bui' ld' ' Safety Counci l ... b 
f . f'f · . mg catches ire . 1 typer cent of the time m these fires the b .1d. . 
tota lly destroyed. ' ui mg 1s 

"Fire," according to the Rev. David A W . 
man of the Religious Lead ers Co nference . f horks, c.ha1r

o t e National 

This article is a release by the National S .r . . 
aJety Counctl. 
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of churches th 
15 ~ far one of the chie f sa fety problems 

deman ds t hat c~ough ou t our land-and it's o ne that 
local communitie~~ ;anagement , parishio ners a nd the 

Rev Wo k o r together to so lve " 
. · r s, who is p ·d · 

stJtute, Boston MA resi ent of t he North Conway Jn-
fires reach $30 ' ' ll' ' reports that annual losses in church 

A s c h . m1 JOn dolla rs annually 
a irman of th S f . 

e a ety Council' s R eligious Lea d e rs 
(Continued on page 3 /) 
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1 \) HAPPENING 
N PO Tl A 101 activities are scheduled. The younger 

teens are to stay with their parents . 

by Bruce A. Rich Churches bringing youth to be housed 
at Lewis and Clark are urged to provide a 
counselor for every 10-15 participants. 
Anyone interested in counseling or help
ing with the daytime young teen program 
at the Hilton Hotel should contact me as 
soon as possible. 

The soon< ;, new. The son;ng has 
changed. The format is different. But the 
bond of love in the Spiri t of Christ will 
continue even as it was at LIFE 

CELEBRATION. T he two-track pro
gram will include those entering seventh 
grade through older youth. Those in tenth 
grade and above are encouraged to re
serve lodging on the beautiful Lewis and 
Clark College Campus where the evening 

The preliminary program plans are as 
follows: 

TRACK I-Young Teens (Those en tering grades 7, 8, 9) Morning sessions at the Hi lton Hotel 
Tuesday Thursday 

9:00 a .m. 9:00-9:30 a.m . 

Conference Orientation Day breaker 

Registration 10:00 a.m. 9:30-10:30 
Board busses Missions Upbeat 
for outing 10:30-11: 15 
to the zoo, Forestry Activities 
Building and the Oregon 11: 15-11 :45 

7: 15 p.m.-9:00 p.m. Museum of Science & Ind. Film 
Conference 
Program 4:30 p.m. Open 

9:15 p.m.-10:00 p.m. Meet parents at Civic 
Get Acquainted Aud. 
Act ivities 7: 15-8:30 pm 

Civic Aud. 7:15-9:00pm Conference 

Conference Program 

Program 
8:30 p.m. 
Mission Festival 

TRACK II- Youth (Those entering grade 10, through age 25) 
T uesday Wednesday Thursday 

9:00 a.m. -10:00 a .m. 9:00 a .m.-9:30 a.m. 

Conference 
Conference Program Conference Program 
10: 15 a.m.-l l: I5 a.m. 9:40 a.m.-10:40 a.m. 

Registration Conference Program and Conference Program 
Youth Options* and Youth Options* 
11 :30 a .m.-4: 30 p.m . 10:45 a .m.-1 I :30 a.m. 

I :00-5:00 p.m. Conference Program Conference Program 
Pre-Conference 
Worshops OPEN 

7: 15 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
7: 15 a .m. -9:00 a.m . Conference Program 6: 15 p.m .-7:00 p.m. 
Conference 10:00 p.m. Sing & Rap by 
Program Swimming Audito rium Fountains 
9:30 a.m.-Get Acquainted or Gym activities 7:15 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Templeton Hall Pa mplin Sports Center, Conference Program 
Lewis & Clark College Lewis & Clark College 8:30 p.m. Missions Festival 

*Youth Options to main Conference Program. Meet at H ilton Hotel. 

I. Spir itual Gifts (Two Sessions/ Repeat) 
a) Definit ion of Spiritual Gifts 
b) Discovery of Personal Spiritual Gifts 
c) Use of Spiritual Gifts 

2. North American Baptist College Helping You Develop in Discipleship 
(One Session/ Repeat once) 

3. North American Baptist Seminary Helping You Develop in Discipleship 
(One Session/ Repeat once) 

Friday Saturday Sunday 

9:00-9:30 a.m. 9:00-9:30 a.m. 
Day breaker Day breaker 
9:30-10:30 9:30-10:30 
Missions Upbeat Missions Upbeat 
10:30-11 : 15 10:30-11: 15 
Activities Activities 
I I: 15-I l :45 1I:I5- I2: I5 Conference 
Special Feature Special Feature Program 
2:1 5 p.m. 
Board busses for tour to 
Multnomah Falls and Open 
Columbia Riv. 
6:00p.m. 
Arrive at Hi lton 6:30 p.m. 
7:I5-9:00 pm 
Conference Program 
9:15 p.m. Conference 
Film Civic Aud. Dinner 

Friday Saturday Sunday 

9:00-9:30 a .m. 9:00-10:00 a .m. 
Conference Program Conference P rogram 
9:45 a .m.-10:45 a.m . 
Conference Program 10: 15 a .m.-11 :15 a .m. 
and Youth Options* Conference P rogram 
10:45 am-4:30 p.m. and Youth Options* 

Conference Conference Program 
OPEN 

Program 

7: 15 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Conference Program 6:30 p.m . 
10:00 p.m . Conference Dinner 
-Youth Celebration, l l :OOp.m. 
Templeton Hall Agape Gathering, 
Lewis & Clark Templeton H all, 
College Lewis & Clark College 

4. How to Help Your Youth Group Grow/ How to Disciple Others (Two Ses-
The Youth Activ ities Committee coor

dinating th is planning includes the Rev. 
Robert Lang, chairman, the Rev. An
thony Sa lazar , Miss Robin Rich, Mr. 
Norm Hoelzer, M r. Steve May and the 
Rev. Bruce Rich . 

sions/ Repeat) 
5. Priorities for Persona l Spiritual Growth (Two Sessions/ Repeat) 
6. Sharing your Faith (One Session/ Repeat once) 
7. Basic Teaching Methods (One Session/ Three Repeats) 
8. Leading a Small Group (One Session/ T hree Repeats) 
9. Song Leadi ng (One Session/ Three Repeats) 

10. Story Telling (One Session/ Th ree Repeats) 
Come expect ing great th ings. God 
w ill not disappoint you! 
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ClimQClimb Up 
Conference 
Mountain, Spiritual 
Blessings Flow 
by Mrs. Jeanette Stein , 
president of the W.M .U., 
Winnipeg , Man. 
Climbing a mountain is a marvelous ex
perience. Interesting sights are seen all 
a long the way but the conversation al
ways turns to "What will we see when we 
reach the top?" Each mile our view is ex
tended, the air becomes cooler and purer 
and finally we have reached the peak and 
can see for miles and miles in every direc
tion. It is at a glorious moment such as 
this that we wish that a ll our friends were 
present to enjoy the experience with us. 

An invi tation has been extended to our 
North American Baptist family to come 
to Portland for the Triennia l Conference 
from July 27 through August I. Many 
have already registered. There is still time 
to make plans to attend. The commit tees 
have worked hard, and a reco rd atten
dance is expected. 

Thursday is Woman's Miss ionary 
Union Day, and what a day that will be! 
A luncheon meeting is planned when 
physical and spiritual food will be abun
dantly served. The fellowship wi ll be 
heavenly. The program and the Mis
sionary Panorama in the evening will be 
the time when we reach the peak of the 
mountain. This wi ll be the time when we 
will wish that all o ur friends would be 
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there to enjoy the fellowship and spiritual 
blessings with us . 

God loves us! He gives us mountain
top experiences from time to time to tear 
us away from the little things and to give 
us a glimpse of the great things he would 
have us do. Don't miss the view. It could 
change your life! 

A Missionary 
Panorama 
by Mrs. Vye Huber, 
Portland, Ore. 
How would you like to get a glim pse of 
the enti re missionary outreach of our 
Conference in one evening? How would 
you like to walk from mission field to 
mission field without the price of a ticket 
and greet all the missionaries? You can do 
just that when you attend the Triennial 
Conference at Portland, Oregon, July 
27-August I . 

The word panorama has been defined 
as a series of pictures representing a con
tinuous scene. Plans are being made to 
present a panoramic view of our mis
sionary outreach. All the missionaries 
present at the Conference have been in
vited to set up a display and present slides 
of their field's activities simultaneously at 
the fellowship fo llowing the Woman's 
Missio nary Program, Thursday evening, 
July 29. For this occasion the Conference 
guests will assemble in the beautiful 
spacious ballroom of the Hilton Hotel. 
You will want to come and be part of this 
great fellowship. 

The Portland Hilton, si te o f the Missionary 
Panorama 

The m1sstonaries will be sta tioned at 
specific a reas of the ballroom. You will 
be free to move from exhibit to exhibit. 
Chairs will be provided for each area so 
that you may view a particula r presenta 
tion for any length of time you desire. 

You will a lso have opportunity to hear 
about o ur home missions a nd meet the 
missionaries who have worked so fa ith
fully in the difficult p laces in our own 
country. Each one of the home mission 
fields will have a n exhibit. You can learn 
a bout thei r work from the missio naries 
themselves. 

C hurch extension is a vita l pa rt of our 
missio nary outreach. We cannot ca rry on 
an extensive missionary work without a 
st rong home base. See the ex tension proj
ects; meet the pastors and see the progress 
that is being made in this area. 

You will be able to meet Dr. Schilke 
and the executive memb ers o f the 
Woman 's Missionary Union, including 
the edito rs of the Woman's Wo rld pages 
and Die Seite Der Frau pages o f the Bap
tist Herald, as well as the program packet 
editors. These ladies give much of their 
time to plan and execute the program o f 
our W.M.U. It will be a fine time to ex
press your a ppreciatio n for this selfless 
service. 

As you move about from exhibit to ex
hibit you will get that panoramic view of 
the various mission fields. You will be 
caugh t up with the excitement of the great 
work in which we each have a part. You 
will see evidence of the hand of God at 
work and catch the vis ion of what can be 
accomplished if we band tog et her. 

Abundant Life 
by Mrs . Audrey Bowers, 
Anaheim, Calif. 
On August 7, 1973 , 1 entered the hospital 
fo r surgery for the removal o f a tumor· 
Just before the surgery I prayed but for 
some reason I couldn' t ask the Lord that 
this be a benign tumor. I just felt that 1 

belonged to him a nd maybe he had oth~r 
plans for m y life. So I prayed that his will 
wou ld be done. 

While I was coming out of the anes
thetic, 1 overheard m y fam ily talking 
about my surgery. That was m y first 
knowledge that I had cancer , but it d idn ' t 
shake me up at all. I rea ll y never did fe~I 
depressed . I just accepted this as God s 
wi ll. 

Several days later a friend brought me a 
book called Tears of Joy. I know now 
that it was really the Lord who placed 
that book in her ha nds to give to me be
cause I sta rted reading it tha t night a nd 

couldn't put it down until I finished it. I 
fe lt tha t it could have been the story of 
m y life. It was that book and a verse in 
the Bible, " In everything give thanks," I 
Thess . 5:18, which changed my life. I had 
accepted the fac t tha t I did have cancer, 
but I hadn 't really arrived at the place 
where I could thank the Lord. Could I 
really thank him for this? After medi
tating on that verse for some time, I was 
ready and did thank him and meant it 
with all my heart. After my prayer of 
thanks, everything wonderful started 
happening in m y life. 

I spent nine wonder ful days in the hos
pital as I shared my faith with others . 
What the Lord had done for me made me 
so happy inside that I could really forget 
the pain. In fact, 1 did not even take any 
pain pills or sleeping pills. The Lord was 
all I needed; he was sufficient. 

The Lord also gave me a wonderful 
love for people that I had never known 
befo re. I don't believe a day has gone by 
that I haven't shared with at least one per
son. 

Now I know what the problem had 
always been: I had never completely sur
rendered m y life to him. Even though I 
was a Christian , 1 seemed to hang onto a 
part o f m y life so the Lo rd couldn ' t work 

Mrs. Audrey Bowers. 

in it. I found out that a ll I had to do was 
to surrender my whole life , just trust him; 
that's the whole secret of it. He doesn't 
want a nything but the best for each of us. 

I 've never been happier in all my life 

Dant Miss the Pre-Conference 
\Norkshops 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
director of women 's 
work 

The Conference days at Portland, Ore
gon, July 29-August I , will ~rovid~ '.el
lowship , inspiratio n and specia l training 
sessions. Pre-conference workshops have 
been scheduled for the afternoon of 
Tuesday, July 27, beginning a t 1:00 p .m. 
and concluding at 5:00 p.m. 

Two of the workshops being offered 
are "The Single Adult and the C hristia.n 
Life Style," to be led by Dr. ? rme 
Zimbleman, on the sta ff of our seminary 
in Sioux Falls, S. D., and "W.M. + U" 
to be led by LaVerna Mehlhaff., director 
of women's work of our Conference. See 
the " Insight Into C hristian Educat ion" 
page in this issue for a descriptio n o f each 
workshop o ffered. Plan now to attend the 
workshop sessions of your choice. 

than I a m right now. In fact, I would 
never want the life I had before. I'm 
really thankful to the Lord for this 
cancer. It opened my eyes to what life is 
all about: living for him. I pray this for 
all of you. Comm it your life to him a nd 
trust him because he wants the best for 
you. 

To Be Alive 
by Mrs. Janie Morris, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

The subject almost a lways arises in a ny 
group where people meet for the first 
time. Although the initial query is the 
same, the phraseology varies, " What do 
you do for a living?" "Do you have a 
career? " "What type of work do you 
do?" I have never had any trouble 
understanding the question. With no 
fancy trappings it simply means, "Don't 
you work outside the home?" There was 
a time when I felt intimidated by my usual 
answer of "No, I ' m just a housewife. " 

Unfortunately, with today's fast-paced 
lifestyle , many occupations a re becoming 
obsolete. But ladies, we can take heart for 
" H omemaking" is now coming into its 
glory. Never before has ther~ been s~c~ a 
recognized demand for wise Chnst1an 
women in the role of wife and mother. 
Society is saying, "We need you." The 
Lord is giving us our chance. 

Recognizing the spiritual worth of 
being a housewife has been a whole new 
revelation for me. I have spent ten years 
of marriage just waiting for my big 
chance to make a contribution to society. 
Only in the last few months have I begun 
to realize that everyday is my "Big 
Chance." My husband a nd l are finding a 
new satisfaction in day-to-day living 
through the closely-knit fellowship of 
Whispering Oaks Baptist C hurch in Kan
sas City, the church extension p_roject 
that all of you began and so graciously 
provide for us . Like so many other you~g 
couples, we are claiming God's promise 
in Psalm 32:8, "l will instruct you says 
the Lord and guide you along the best 
pathway for your life; I will advise you 
and watch your progress" (Living Bible). 

So from this enthused housewife, 
much gratitude to all of you and praise to 
our Lord for your extension work here in 
Kansas C ity and th is message to us from 
Solomon's cha llenge in Ecclesiastes 11 :7, 
8: "It is a wonderful thing to be alive! If a 
person lives to be very old, let him rejoice 
in every day of li fe, but let him also 
remember that eternity is far longer , and 
that everything down here is futile in 
comparison" (Living Bible). u 
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Tonight everything had been different for Eric. As 
usual he had asked for his favorite bedtime story, and as 
usual his mother had read about Jesus feeding the five 
thousand. But for some reason he had been unable to close 
his eyes and imagine himself to be the little boy with the 
loaves and fishes, giving them to the Master. 

Instead, his eyes had remained glued to his mother' s 
tense face as she hurried through the story, anxious to go 
downstairs and discuss something with his father. Father 
himself had been silent at dinner-waiting. 

Later, instead of searching the Help Wanted column as 
usual, he had stood moodily poking the fire. 

Long before this, however, Eric had known that 
something was wrong. He could not understand all the big 
words, but it was something about a Mr. Hendricks and 
four closures, whatever thev were. 

Anyway, Daddy would soon have a wonderful new job. 
The one he had had some time ago had been wonderful 
too. He had worked for Mr. Cowan, who sold cars. Now 

TRUST MY 
DADDY'S 

ED 
by Vern Hoven 

\ 

i~ 
' . 

·' 
' 

/ 

16 I BAPTIST HERALD 

that he was five years old, Eric could barely remember 
when they had come to Plainesville such a long time ago. 
But he knew why they had come. Daddy was such a crack 
salesman that he had won a big prize, and many people 
had offered him jobs. He had taken the one in Plainesville, 
bought this new home, and everyone had been happy-for 
a long time! 

Then Daddy had changed. He began to be worried. It 
seemed a long time too since that had begun. It was 
because Mr. Cowan had some kind of problem. Eric knew, 
of course, that interrupting was bad, but he had gathered 
that to bankrupt must be much, much worse. 

Now, tonight things had reached a climax, which was 
being discussed as his parents had coffee before the fire. 
Shouldn't he go down and ask to stay up later? If they 
were in trouble they might need him. 

His little feet in sleepers made no sound on the carpeted 
stairs, and although he did not intend to eavesdrop, he was 
too courteous to break in. So he waited behind them for an 
opportunity to speak, and his parents went right on talk
ing. 

"But the main thing, dear, is that you did get a job 
today," Mother was saying. "And such a good one! Since 
Andrews Buick is an old firm, everything is in your favor. 
After all these weeks it's just almost too good to be true! 
Certainly worth waiting for! I can't see why you ' re not 
happier about it." 

"I am! I am!-lf you only knew!-But, there's 
something else. Now-our home.'' 
"~u~ surely we can save that, since you have work . They 

won t JUSt put us out. They' ll have to sell it first. And 
before that time-." 

Daddy shook his head. "I hate to tell you this, Mari
lyn." He leaned over and poked the fire again. Then he sat 
back and sighed deeply. "The place sold today. Those peo
ple that looked at it two weeks ago-from Valparaiso.'' 
. Mother was silent for a moment, for Daddy' s sake trt 
mg not to seem too much disappointed. Then she said 
gently, "But-there should be some way! Think. Isn't 
there some detail missing that could save it?" 
"No~ it w~nt .right through. They' ll bring a cashier's 

check first thing m the morning for their down payment. It 
would have been over today except that they offered a per
sonal check." 

. "But see?-That's it! If you talk to Hendricks to
night-. All he wants is payment on his deed of trust. Since 
~r~st deeds are his business , wouldn 't he rather leave it as it 
is instead of going ahead with the foreclosure?" 

"It's no use. I tried. He's out of town until some time 
tonig~t. His attorney takes care of that anyway, and he 
d~es It according to a rule. After it's been delinquent acer
~ai~ length of time-bi

1

ngo! Besides, he's been more .than 
e~ient, you know. He s a lready given us two extens10ns. 
It s no one's fault, but mine, I guess, for choosing the 

1 

' 

wrong job. Anyway, I have too much prid,e ~o ~~back beg
ging him again. I was almost glad he wasn t 10 · 

h Id k 't " sighed "It seems so right that we s ou eep 1 • 
1 Mother. "I can't understand. We've ~rayed so ea;nest,; 

that it would a ll work out right. And this part doesn t see 
. h " 

ng t. · · ' h s '' 
''No about the house, I guess God just di~n t eari~ ~he 
Eric ~uddenly forgot that he was not takmg part 

conversation. ,, said emphatically. "He 
"God heard_ you, D~ddy, ~endricks just didn't hear 

knows everythmg. I thmk Mr. 

God." f ?" 

"Eric!-Where did you come rom.t' n and other min
His parents ga~ped with cons;er~~ 1~ufficient voice to · 

gled emotions. Fmally Da~dy ou Mr Hendricks just 
say, "I think you may be ngh~ soniong. have you been 
may not have heard God.- ow 

downstairs?'' . d t ask if I could stay up . 
"Oh, a long time. I wante 0 d ,, 

Now I think it's time to go back to be · H' small head 
. d for tears. is 

Eric was too determme . h closed the bedroom 
whirled with a sense of destmy ~s te the room as though 
door behind him and looked a 0~. eyes came to rest. 
searching for an answer. Slowly is h' bed' It was the 

,, Th t ·gn above is · 
"God's Messengers. a si S ddenly his head almost 
name of his Sunday school class. u and Mr Hen-

. God's messenger, · . exploded. He, Enc, was f God would not be hke 
dricks had not heard . An errand Mor Hendricks lived. By a 
running away. He kn_ew where H~· might be at home! 
short cut it was only five blocks. . d Jeepers Grabbing 

. . f eled hair an s · 
No time to thmk o tous . out the back gate, and 

a coat, he ran down the back sta~rs;t legs could carry him. 
up the street as fast as two dve:yks ~riveway and a light was 

A car stood in the Hen nc s 

on in the living room. ssed the bell. 
Eric tiptoed, stretched and p~e uppose you opened the 
Strange things hap~en. Buou~gster in sleepers ringing 

door late a t night to fmdHa Yd ·cks opened her mouth she 
your bell? Although Mrs. e~ n 
found speech out of the ques~i~:· figure he cut , in his most 

Eric, however, unaware 0 d ,:I'm God's messenger. I'd 
courteous manner announ~e ' lease if he's at home." 
like to speak to Mr. Hendricks, pd to' diminish Mrs. Hen-

Although this in no ~a~ serf~fciently to say, "Why, do 
drick' s surprise she ralhe su , " 
come in. He's right here. r . g room "Ted, here's a 

She Jed the way into the ivrn · 

gentleman to see you." .1 to get his bearings, E:ic 
Hesita ting only momentar~~fore Mr. Hendricks. With 

crossed the room and stoodf 'th he looked into the older 
a ll the co nfidence of young ai ' 
man's incredulous eyes. 'd "Will you please trust 

"I'm God's messenger," he sai · 

my daddy's deed?" h 'mpression that he was both 
Hendricks blinked away t e 1 

seeing and hearing things. k' dly then looked helplessly 
"What's this?" he as ked 10 si;n gave him no aid. 

at his wife, but her baffled expres 

"Come up here son and tell me all about it." He 
reached down and lifted the small guest to his knee. "Now, 
what's this about God's messenger and a deed?" 

" I go to Sunda·y school," answered Eric, re.assured, 
"and my class is named God's Messengers: I thmk God 
wanted to tell you something. Di~ yo_u hear him?" . 

Again Hendricks looked at this wife for ?elp, ?ut agam 
she fai led him, not having moved a muscle smce his last ap-

peal. . II ?" 
"Well no. I guess not. What did he want tote me. 
"I thi~k he wanted to tell you to trust my daddy's deed, 

or something like that." 
"0-oh!" Now a far-off bell began to toll. "Who is your 

daddy, son?" . 
"My daddy's Eric Randleman , and I'm named for him. 

We live at 437 View Lane." 
"0-oh, yes! Now I see-a little, I think. Does your 

daddy know where you are?" . . 
"No sir." A hint of guilt caused him to drop his eyes. 

" I had ~o come down the back stairs 'cause- ." 
"And what gave you the idea to come?" 
"I heard them talking. Somebody's going to take our 

house away from us tomorrow." He swallo~ed hard to 
steady his voice. "And my daddy got a good JOb today. I 
heard him tell my mommy. And I think he wants you .to 
trust his deed or something, but he can't ask you agam, 
'cause he's go't pride or something. I ha~ to hurry, 'ca~se 
they've got a cat's ear's check, or somethmg, for first thmg 
tomorrow." . 

"I guess the View Lane property sold. while I was 
away," Hendricks told his wife aside, as his amazement 
settled into a plan of action. 

To Eric he said, "Don't you worry, son. I'm glad you 
came. I won't let that cat's ear's check do any harm.
Now we'd better get you home before you're missed." 

Again he turned to Mrs. Hendricks. "Sara, would you 
drop him off and watch till he's inside? I'd better get on 
the phone right away. . . . 

••As for you, young man,'' he said to Enc, standmg him 
on the floor, "I'll see you later. Maybe you can tell me 
more about God's Messengers. Take care now, and go 
right straight into the house." 

Eric did, just in time, for he heard ~ootsteps on t~e 
stairs. Since he could think of only one thmg to do, he did 
it. Then he heard the door open and footsteps ins}?e. 

"He must be fast asleep," said Mother. See how 
tightly his eyes are closed?" 

"And I didn't realize it was that cold," said Father, "to 
make him go to bed with his coat on." 

Eric closed his eyes even tighter , but their voices 
sounded so happy that he just had to peek . 

Then everyone laughed. Eric was whisked out of bed 
and hugged with so much laug?in~ and crying that he 
forgot a ll about why they were domg 1t. 

Finally he was put to bed right, tired enough to fall im
mediately asleep. But either he heard, or dreamed that he 
heard, his parents thanking God for his messenger, and for 
the infallible , though at times unexpected, ways in which 
he cares for his own. 0 
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God"s 
Uolunteers 
report 

A God's Volunteer, Phyllis Schroeder, 
writes home about her experiences on 
God's Volunteers. 

Dear Mom and Dad: 
Hi! I'm writing this from Houston, 

Texas, where we are having our fourth 
crusade since the Christmas break. 

It's really great to be back on tour 
again and working in different churches. 
At our first crusade in Wichita, Kansas, 
we had a great outreach to the children in 
the community as the Follow-Up Section 

"You surely have to know which string to pull." 
Kathy Sharpe repairs her puppet used in 
children rallies for the next show. 

held children's rallies every afternoon. 
This included singing, fi lm strips, games 
and puppet shows which _the kids espe-
cially enjoyed . Saturday nig ht was youth 
night where we gathered with about 75 

young people from the neighboring 
churches. We shared with them through 
testimonies and song. 

After spending one night in Dallas, 
Texas, at the North Highlands Baptist 
Church, we headed for Louisiana for a 
week long crusade at the Mowata Baptist 
Church. We could really see the Lord at 
work in this rural community. I can't 
believe the openness of the people there . 
They a lways invited you into their homes 
and were very open to answer the ques-
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"Jesus loves me. this I know . .. " 
Music Section at KHCB radio station , recording 
a program. 

Volunteers who sing together stay together. 
Music Section at the evening service at Ander· 
son Road Baptist Church in Houston. 

Practice makes for perfect performances. 
Pamela Faul and Linda Williams rehearsing for 
the evening service. 

"There is nothing I like better than a captive au· 
dience." 
Randy Knutson lecturing at a witnessing 
seminar in Houston. 

... 

tions on the survey and talk further about 
their relationship to Christ. It was neat to 
see 14 people make first-time decisions 
for Christ, and equally important 10 see 
the growth that took place in the lives of 
Christians who got involved in this 
ministry. 

The weather here in Houston is just 
beautiful. It's hard to believe that we're 
able to go calling with no jackets in the 
middle of January. Seems like we should 
be all bundled up ready to fight the cold 
wind and snow. 

The church here is small but their bus 
ministry brings in many children from the 
area. This gave Kathy and Leona oppor
tunities to use puppets which the kids 
thoroughly enjoyed. It's exci ting to see 
the ministry of this church in o ne o f the 
fas test growing communities in the 
United States. 

I've really enjoyed working with so 
many children th is past week. It 's great to 
see them take a stand for Christ. Many of 

"Well, . .. that's a hard question." 
Randy Knutson and Bob Walther at the radio 
station in Houston. 

them come from non-Christian homes 
and have no support from their parents . 
Seeing this has made me realize how for
tunate I am to have parents who were 
concerned enough for us as a fami ly 10 

bring us up in church a nd support us in 
prayer. Thanks so much for everything. 

Love & prayers, 
Phy! 

P .S. to a ll BAPTIST HERALD readers: 
All of the Volunteers would like to 

thank a ll of you who have been su p
pon ing us in prayer, and we trust that 
God wi ll cont inue to use you in every area 
of your Ii fe for his honor and g lory . D 

T EAM RE PORTE RS 
Perry Kallis and Kathy Sharp 

Pre-Conference 
\Norkshops 

Benefit You 
by Bruce A. Rich 

Tho Tdonn;•J Conf"'""" Po"J,nd, 
Oregon, July 27-August I, is going to be 
a tremendous experience in fellowship, 
inspiration and learning. A dimension of 
learning that is being offered for the first 
time since 1964 is the Pre-Conference 
Workshop sponsored by the Church 
Ministr ies Department. 

"GROWING A CHURCH" is the 
theme for the four hours from I p.m. to 5 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 27. The sessions 
will be held at the Hil ton Hotel in 
downtown Portland. You can pre-register 
for the workshop on one of the Triennial 
Conference regis tration forms which ha~e 
been sent to your church. The cost is 
$2.00. 

The schedule will be as follows: 
I :00-1 :40 p.m. "Growing A Church" 
(Inspirational Message) . 
1:50-3:1 0 p.m. Workshops, Session I 
3:10-3:40 p.m. Break 
3:40-5:00 p.m. Workshops , Se.ssion 2 
You will f ind specific help m your . I 

choice o f o ne or two of these educattona 
o pportu n ities: 

1. Sunday School- The Grow~ngest 
Thing Alive (Two sessions). You wtll get 
help in knowing how to keep your ~un~ay 
school vital and e ffective in conmbuttng 
to the spiritual enrichment and growth of 

your church. . 
2. Strategy Principles for Growth ll1 

Youth Groups (Two sessions). You don't 
get one-time ideas here. What you get ~re 
basic enduring principles for an effecttve 
program in any church. 

3. Baptist Men (One session/ Repeat). 
· the Men 's fellowship and involvement m 

The Rev. Bruce A . Rich, general director 
of Church Ministries Department, North 
American Baptist Conference, Forest 
Park, Illinois. 

church doesn't have to be the ordinary. 
Explore a variety of opportunities for 
men to get it together. 

4. W.M. Plus U. (One session/ 
Repeat). Women's life-style and needs are 
changing. Find out how today's WMU 
moves to meet needs. 

5. Evangelism Outreach (Two ses
sions). Explore a variety of settings for 
evangelistic outreach. Demonstration and 
role-playing of ways to share your faith. 

6. Ministry of Management (Two ses
sions). This workshop is for pastors only 
and will provide practical help in the 
management Of personal and church mat
ters. 

7. Church Financial Planning (Two 

' 

sessions). The objectives preparation and 
function o~ the budget, 'and an overview 
of church fmancial planning. . 

8. Es tate Planning (One session/ 
Repeat). Learn how to manage your 
estate and control your assets. 

9. Single Adults and the Christian 
Way of Life (Two sessions). Identifying 
and exploring of opportunities and prob
lems common to single adults. 

10. Mission Education- Whose Job 
ls It? (One session/ Repeat). Helpful id~as 
and plans for effective mission education 
in your church . 

11. Music in the Church (One ses
sion/ Repeat) . Explore the purpose, 
choice and function of music in the life of 
the church. 

12. Church Growth Planning- When 
Do We Starr? (Two sessions). Learn the 
basic steps in evaluating and planning for 
a more effective church ministry. 
. 13. Ministry with the Aging (One .ses

sion/ Repeat). Identifying needs of reu:ed 
persons, and how the church and retire
ment h?mes can work together to provide 
a meanmgful ministry. 

14. Growing with the Living Word 
Curriculum (One session/ Repeat) . Here 
you will learn how to make the best use of 
your Sunday school curriculum and be
come acquainted with new resources. 

15 . Recruiting and Training S.S. 
Lead~rs _(One session/ Repeat) . Guid~li~es 
for fmdmg the right people and tratnmg 
them for their task . 

Capable .leadership for the va.rious 
workshops ts being enlisted and wtll be 
announced in later communications. 

Plan your schedule to include this event 
in your Conference experience. You'll be 
glad you did! 0 

Being Involved is learning. 
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book reulews 
by B. C. Schreiber 
In the Presence of Mine Enemies. By 
Howard and Phyllis Rutledge, with Mel 
a nd Lyla White. Old Tappan, N.J . Flem
ing H. Revell Company. $4.95. 

" He (the Viet Cong guard) shackled me 
to my slab in rear cuffs and irons. For 
five days I couldn't move. The humidity 
was in the 90's, the temperature in the 
IOO's. Heat rash turned to blisters and 
then to boils. In a few days I counted at 
least 60 boils about one inch in diameter 
over my entire body . .. I felt like Job, 'I 
prayed often for God to heal them ... ' '' 

If your stomach is strong enough to 
read the entire ordeal of Captain Rut
ledge as a prisoner of war in Hanoi you 
will wonder how a man can keep his san
ity and be alive today to write about it. 
Only his faith in God gave him hope. 

This is not a book to read for relaxa
tion. 

The Living Marriage. By H . Norman 
Wright, Old Tappan, N.J., Fleming H . 
Revell Company. $5 .95 . 

The attractive jacket is an indication of 
the beauty and practicality of the con
tents. Dr. Wright is a highly regarded 
marriage and family counselor as well as 
pro fessor of Christian Education at 
Talbot Theological Seminary. 

All Scripture quotations a re from The 
Living Bible. The forty or more thoughts 
which the author compiled from contem
porary authors are presented in a contin
uing a nd progressive arrangement in 
order to give the young ma rrieds the feel
ing a nd assurance of growth in their 
matrimonial journey. 

Love, communication, understanding, 
disagreements and prayer are some of the 
thoughts on which this volume is based. 
Illustrations are in the form of what the 
author refers to as "mood photographs." 
Makes a beautiful gift. 

So Many Versions. By Sakae Kuto and 
Walter Specht, Grand Rapids, Mich . 
Zondervan Publish ing H o use. $2.95. 

It is high time that an evaluation of the 
many versio ns o f the Bible is presented. 
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A COMPELLING 
CONCERN FOR 
THE LOSf 

a:~~ (f) 

~"_, 
by Ray Harsch 

E aster is a vivid reminder to the 
C hurch that the gospel is the message of 
the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (I Cor. 15: 1-3), which a per
son needs to know to be converted . Christ 
is the resurrection and the li fe and 
because he lives, I too can live and have 
life abundantly. 

That's what evangelism is all abo ut. To 
declare the gospel of C hrist, either 
privately or publicly, so that men might 
repent their sin , turn to God and live 
abundantly. 

The risen Lo rd linked his p rogram of 
evangelization with the power of the Holy 
Spirit. He reminded the disciples that they 
would need more then knowledge, visio n 
a nd enthusiasm. They must have the 

The Rev. Ray Harsch is evangelism direc
tor, Church Ministries Department, 
North American Baptist Conference, 
Forest Park, !llinois. 
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power of God. "You are to stay in the 
city until you are clothed with power 
from o n high" (Luke 24:49). This 
spiritual dynamic at work in their hearts 
resulted in a compelling concern for the 
lost. 

It a lmost seems unreal to see the fan
tastic growth o f the Early C hurch. A 
small gathering of 120 persons in the up
p~r room at Pentecost saw that day end 
with 3,000 added to their number (Acts 
2:41 ). The thrilling story doesn't stop 
there: " . . . the Lord was adding to their 
numb~r day by day those who were being 
saved (Acts 2:47). There were continu
ing additio ns to the fam ily o f God, the 
Church, as more and mo re people heard 
the gospel a nd trusted Christ as their 
Lord and Savior (Acts 4:4; 4:32; 5: 14). 
They reached o ut so effectively that the 
Jewish leaders said, " ... you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching . . . " (Acts 
5:28). 

The translators, in their missionary zeal 
to ma ke the Bible "clear," a re o ften mak
ing it more confusing . Most Bible readers 
do not know the difference between a 
paraphrase , a mini-commenta ry and a 
translation. 

At times the text is greatly expanded by 
imaginative deta ils for which there is no 
warrant in the original. In such cases it 
does less than justice to wha t the original 
says. Above everything else, a translation 
must be fa ithful to the text o f the 
o riginal. Whether a tra nsla tor has the 
right to read his own interpretatio n into a 
text is serio us ly q uestioned. 

Sometimes there is too much liberty 
taken even in t it les. Although the authors 
do not mention this, it is the opinion o f 
this reviewer tha t Taylo r 's highly popula r 
LIVING BIBLE may give the impression 
to the uninformed that others are dead 
Bibles. 

Kuto and Specht evalua te fi fteen ver
sions extensively and about a ha lf dozen 
early modern speech versions. 

Not how "nice" it sounds, but how 
" true" it sounds should be the criterion 
by which every serious student of the 
Bible should judge the many versions . D 

By the end of th e first century, it is con
ceivable that one-half millio n people were 
C hrist ia ns. H ow was it possib le? They 
were compelled Christians. They did n't 
have many professio na l evangelists. They 
were all evangelis ts . They had few great 
preachers . They were a ll witnesses. They 
had few foreign m issionaries. They were 
a ll missionaries. We, too, must go to a 
lost humanity wi th the good news of the 
saving power of the risen Lo rd . We will 
find many people who a re mo re anxious 
to hear the plan of salvatio n tha n we are 
to tell it. 

North American Baptists are displaying 
a compell ing concern for the lost. 
Million-Contacts-For-Christ reports are 
highlighting many churches in our Con
ference who a re experiencing spiritual 
and numerical growth because they are 
rea~hing people for C hrist thro ugh a 
variety of evangelistic methods. God's 
Volunt~ers are a lso experiencing en
couraging results as they share the gospel 
through music and tho usands o f person
to~person encoun te rs. Campus ministry, 
nei~hborhood Bible study groups, and a 
variety o f out reach m inist ries through 
you th and adults are being blessed of 
God. 

In.each of o ur communities there a re 
mult it udes who need to know the ri sen 
Lo rd and Savior . Will you share him with 
those around you? Does the knowledge of 
eternally lost people grip your soul? I 
challenge you to personally sha re your 
faith wi th someone each week. Let' s 
make this Bicentennia l Year a n O utreach 
Year for C hris t. [J 

PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

God 
Holds 
You 

Accountable 
by Everett A. Barker 

People who came to J esus had 
physical, spiritual and everyday problems 
of li fe. One man fro m the crowd pre
sented th is problem, "Master , tell my 
brother to divide the family property with 
me." J esus refused to get mixed up in a 
dispute about m oney when he said, "My 
good man, who set me over you to judge 
or a rbitrate?" A family squabble over the 
dis tribution of a family estate is un
fort unate , but it does happen when 
mo ney and property are a t stake. It can 
even happen where sentimenta lity is the 
basic connict. Brothers and sisters who 
got along well for years can suddenly find 
themselves at odds. One element that is 
sometimes forgotten is the fact that there 
are o ften brothers a nd sis ters-in-law in
volved who exert their in nuence. 

In the Scriptu re passage beginning at 
Luke 12: 13, Jesus warns against greed of 
a ny kind. Several years ago I conducted 

The Rev. Everett A. Barker is esrare pla11-
11i11g direcror of the North American Bap
risr Conference. 

several Wills Clinics with the la te H erman 
Bleeker who was an attorney in South 
Dakota. On several occasions I heard him 
say words to the effect that a person's will 
is his last opportunity to give a testimony 
to his children concerning his Christian 
view of his earthly possessions by a gift to 
God's wo rk. This emphasis gives testi
mony to the fact that C hrist and his 
kingdom are a first prio rity to a com
mitted Christian, and it is important for 
parents to communicate this view to their 
children . After all , it is God who owns 
everything a nd he simply allows us to use 
his creation. 

From this family problem as recorded 
in Luke 12: 13-21 Jesus taught the fa
miliar parable about the rich man . This 
particular man kept enlarging his barns to 
accommodate his growing production to 
the extent that his accumulation led him 
to an anticipated life of retired ease. A 
startling message from God came to this 
man who thought he had made it , inform
ing him that his life was about to come to 
an abrupt and unexpected end. Jesus 
called him "a fool" because his view of 
life was limited to this earth as though he 
would be here forever. He had failed to 
sha re his wealth and as a result lacked 
treasure in heaven. 

Jesus raised another significant ques
tio n, " ... who will get it (possessions) 
now?" This person was an astute business 
man at accumulating wealth, but he had 
utterly failed to take into account the im
portant fact that at sometime he would 
have to leave his earthly gains. He had no 
plan for distributing these benefits. I have 
been a mazed on a few occas ions to ta lk 
with Christian people who have a massed 
a sizeable estate, but have no will or estate 
plan to distribute their God-given bless
ings . In a few cases the people are already 
elderly and sickly. It is, of course, essen
tial that each person have faith in Jesus 
Christ who alone gives us a place in 
heaven. It is also important that C hris
tians have plans made that provide for 
gifts to God 's work as well as to family 
and friends. It is a God-given respon
sibility and oppo rtunity to use for God 
the earthly possessions he has entrusted to 

us. 
Most people are not rich like the man 

Jesus mentio ned. However, God ho lds us 
accountable for what we have a nd not 
what we do not have. Several years ago a 
godly widow died and left each of her 
children a gift , gifts for her local church 
and for the N .A. B. Conference. The gift 
fo r N.A.B. was three or four hundred 
dollars but it represented careful pla nning 
for her limi ted resources. H er attitude 
really touched me. 

What is your view of your possessions? 
Is your view such that God is getting a 
share now? Or is your view that God will 
get a share o f your possessions when you 
no longer need them? D 

THE 
MAKING OFA 

CHRISTIAN 
WILL 

Please send me a free copy of 

_ "The Making of a Christian 
Will " 

" What You Should Not 
Assume About Estate Plan
ning" 

Name 
Address 

Send to: 
Rev. Everett A. Barker 
North American Baptists 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park 
IL 60181 
Phone: (312) 495·2000 
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~HURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 

RT 
BOQl R4TON, FLORIDA, CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 

by Norman H. Vernon 

We are here in Boca Raton to begin the first North American 
Baptist church in the sta te of Florida . Following its establishment , 
with your help , we will initiate the beginnings of other churches 
th roughout the state. 

This is the greatest cha llenge I have faced in a ll the 35 years of 
my ministry. What is true of the churches here in Boca Raton is 
t rue all over the state of Florida. 

Boca Raton is nestled on the Florida Gold Coast, approxima te ly 
SO miles north of Miami and 25 miles south of West Palm Beach. 
Its population has doubled since the 1970 census, ma king it the 
second largest city in the Palm Beach County. 

As of June 1975, the city's population was estimated at 52,000 
and anticipated to reach 58, 142 by the end of 1975. A population 
of 66,800 is projected fo r 1976, and by 1980, it is expected to jump 
to 116,000. The staggering figure of 221, 100 is projected for 1985. 

Over 30 churches, of which three are Baptist churches, are 
established in Boca Raton, with the goal of serving the needs of the 
communi ty. 

In a door-to-door canvass a nd man-on-the-street surveys con
d ucted by us since our arrival in September , we have persona lly 
contacted over 250 persons. Ninety percent of these persons are 
not currently attending any church . Most persons report they have 
never been contacted by a church group since moving to the city as 
long as seven years ago. 

In November, the Boca Raton church held its fi rst Sunday 
morn ing service with 28 persons in attendance. Some were 
curiosity seekers, while others have remained fa ithfu l. 

Sunday morn ing services are current ly being held in the Holiday 
Inn Lakeside, located at the Boca Raton exit of F lorida's 
Turnpike. Evening services are being conducted in our home in 
Boca Raton . We anticipate build ing the size of the Florid a 
congrega tion in Boca Raton to around 75 or 100 persons by April. 

Living and building a chu rch home on Florida 's Gold Coast may 
seem like a dream come true, with Florid a's sunny climate, 
sparkling beaches and recreation a tmosphere. Financially, 
however, the burden is staggering . Property prices are unreason
able, with quoted figures as high as $50,000 and $60 ,000 per acre. 
Renta l of b uildings is also sky-high , with prices ranging upwards 
from $600 to $1,400 a month . 

This is the time fo r us to make a sacrifice if we are to establish 
new churches throughout the state. T he need is evident here. It's 
up to us to create the manpower and the means. 

O ur greatest need at the present t ime is prayer support. With 
the prayer of God's people a nd their financial support as well, we 
can , by God's help, get the job done here. 0 

The R ev. Norman H. Vernon is the Florida Church Extension 
pastor working on the .firs t project located in Boca Raton. 
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The Boca Raton co11gregatio11 i11 .fro111 of the Holiday Inn Lakeside 
where the worship serives are held. 

Pastor and M rs. Norman H. Vernon with da ughter Kathy. 

The congregation at worship with Pastor Vern on leading. 

9he<9ld 
Church'U1th 
~cJ1meless 
~ssage 

by Patricia Anne 
Me inerts 

A lmost 11 8 years ago, Missio nary 
Alfred Saker a nd eight C hristians rowed 
to Bimbia, escaping religious persecution 
on the isla nd Fernando Po. O n August 9, 
1858, they reached A mbas Bay and 
founded the town o f Victoria. 

A bou t 102 years ago, o ne Christmas 
day, 1873 , the C hristians met and r~
so lved to build a permanent structu re in 
which to worsh ip. Nearly th irty-o ne 
British Pounds were collected o n tha t day 
to start the project. On January .1 . 1876, 
Ebenezer Baptist C hurch was dedicated. 

T oday we celebrate I 00 years o.f ~on
tinuous worshi p in this lovely building , 
the o ldest s t ructu re in Victoria town. 

Signi fican t events in the life o f . t~e 
church include resisting pressure to JO.in 
the Presbyterians when E nglish Bapllst 
missio naries le ft in 1890; damage fro".1 a 
canon ball d ur ing World Wa r I; sending 
the fi rst evangelists to the grasslands a nd 
b uilding a permanent parso nage .a nd 
youth center o n the church pren:nses . 
Today the co ngregation is supporung a 
full-t i~ e pastor work ing in two small 
villages o n the Wes t Coast of Cameroon. 

0 ·ng the week o f a nniversary cele-
~n . I 976 people from a ll brat1o ns m January • . 1 over the country sha red with the loca 

Ch ristians what the chu rch has meant to 
them . Challenges were given t~ the Y?uth , 
men a nd women on succeedin~ nights. 

. h h town f1lmshows M arching th roug t e • . 
. · n the site of the and a memon a l serv ice 0 . 

. . 1 h h trengthened the witness on gina c urc s 
of the celebration . . 

In spite of the test of ha rdshi p and 
time the chu rch co nti nues to proclaim 

' Ch · d' d for the timeless message that n st ie 
our sins accord ing to the gospel , was 
raised up in newness of Ii fe and th.ereb.y 
offers salvation to a ll who believe in his 
name. P raise the Lord! D 

Missionary Patricia Anne Mein~rts is the 
wife of field secretary Ory n Memerts sta
tioned at Bamenda, Cameroon. 

Welcoming sign in front of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church 

The Ebenezer Baptist Church celebrated the 
100th ann iversary of the building of the church 
edifice, Dec. 29, 75-Jan. 4, 76. At the pu lpit is 
the Rev. Samuel Ngum, execut ive secretary of 
the Cameroon Baptist Convention. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Bill celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on Dec. 28, 
1975. They are members of Calvary Bap
tist Church, Stafford, Kan. , and parents 
of the Rev. Leon Bill. 

. Firs t Bapti s t 
Church is glad to report the group pic
tured here with Rev. M. D. Wolff was 
baptized recently and received into the 
church . They are Don Learned, Mrs. 
Dale DeWerff, Earl Vaughn, Rodney 
Maier, Mike Kasselman and Mike Hood. 

An International Dinner was held re
cently sponsored by the W.M .S. The 
menu had an international flavor with a 
food representing each mission field. 
Booths were set up with articles displayed 
from the different mission fields. 

The Brazil Praise Singers presented a 
program here recently which was well at
tended by our church as well as neighbor
ing churches. (Mrs. Dale Hartig, re
porter.) 

The Grace 
Baptist Church had the privilege of bap
tizing Terry Stickle, a young married 
man, and welcoming him as a member of 
our church. 

The church was filled for a 35th wed
ding anniversary and 35 years in the 
ministry celebration, for our pastor and 
his wife, Rev. C . T . and Mrs. Remple. 
The choir, the young people and various 
other groups participated in the special 
service with Rev. Seip as the guest 
speaker. All were invited to the lower 
a udito rium for a lunch. 

We held our yearly church elections 
and there were no great difficulties in fill
ing all the positions. The young people 
and Sunday school presented a program 
on Dec. 24. The very meaningful play by 
the young people was most appropriate 
for the Christmas Season and the church 
was very full once again . 

The first Sunday this year, the young 
people invited the Hilda Baptist Church 
young people to present their program to 
us and all were blessed. A luncheon was 
served. (Renita Graham, reporter.) 

Calvary Bap
tist Church observed its mortgage burn
ing and 80th anniversary. The theme of 
the two day celebration was, "Let us give 
thanks." 

Former pastors as well as members and 
friends gathered with us to give thanks. 
The celebration started with a Church 
Family Banquet. Our area secretary , Rev. 
Milton Zeeb, spoke to us . Dr. G. K. Zim
merman the executive secretary for 
N.A.B. spoke during the regular Sunday 
morning worship service. The mortgage 
burning took place at this service. 

After a pot-luck dinner we gathered in 
the sanctuary for the anniversary service. 
Our three former pastors: Rev. Ronald C . 
Maccormack, Rev. Raymond F . Dickau 
and Rev. Jerry Edinger shared words of 
greeting. 

Hearts responded with a generous of
fering for N.A.B. Missions. Our present 
pastor, Rev. Phy! Putz , hosted the event. 
(Mrs. Pearl Kolder, reporter.) 

On Dec. 28, 1975, 
the Latta Road Baptist Church honored 
the Rev. and Mrs. Wilmer Quiring who 
left our church to become the Eastern 
area secretary on Jan. 1, 1976. We started 
with a church supper with well over 100 in 
attendance. Then we moved to the sanc
tuary where Harry Zuck was Master of 
Ceremonies. Werner Metzger showed 
slides of Rev. and Mrs. Quiring serving in 
the church over the last 12 years. Then 
Rev. Kern spoke on the lighter side of 
being an area secretary. There were five 

flor ~usic a(gvers 
If you have enjoyed the music of GOD'S VOLUNTEERS, you will want to get their 
latest record, "Looking T hrough His Eyes. " Included a re such popular favorites as 
"God's Love," "What a Day That Will Be," " I Found Him," " Happiness," 
"God Said It," "The Family of God," " If My People" a nd others. Price $5.50. 
Order from Church Ministries Dept. , North American Bapt ists, 7308 Madison St., 
Forest Park. IL 60130 
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small blue plaques awarded from the 
W.M.S. , the Men' s Brotherhood, the 
Sunday school, the choir and the young 
people. A la rge plaque was a warded from 
the entire congregation. At the close all 
hands were joined in song. (pictured) 
(Marian Louk, reporter.) 

On Dec. 21 , the Trin
ity Baptist Church said farewell to Rev. 
Samuel Berg and his wife Erika. All 
branches of our fellowship expressed ap
preciation for the work of this dedicated 
couple. Rev. Berg firs t came to us as 
part-time youth director in conjunction 
with his work as camp director at Green 
Bay Baptist Camp. He later became full
time youth pastor, until assuming role of 
senior pastor for an interim period of one 
year. The church was richly blessed, souls 
were won to the Lord, and d iscipleship 
matured during the Berg's ministry. The 
young people 's group was especially 
blessed , as well a s the Sunday school a nd 
the club work . We wish them God's rich
est blessing in their work at the Nepean 
Baptist Church in Ottawa , one o f our 
newer N.A.B. church extension projects . 
(Mrs. M. Spletzer, reporter.) 

The Rev. Adine H arsch 
assumed the minis try of the Martin Bap
ti st Church on Jan. I . Pastor Harsch 
graduated from the N.A.B . College at 
Edmonton, Alta . He and his family 
moved to Sioux Falls, S. D. in 1964, where 
he entered Sioux Fall s College. After 
graduating with a B.A. degree in 1968, he 
then enrolled al North American Ba ptist 
Seminary of Sioux Falls . He graduated 
from divinity studies in 1972 with a M .M. 
degree. He pastored a church in Larch
wood, Iowa, part-time, in a student 
capacity. 

Pastor H arsch, his wife Agnes, a nd 
their three sons, come most recently from 
Minot N.D., where he had served a s pas
tor of the Crestview Ba ptist Church . 
(Mrs. Kenneth Kost, reporter.) 

The Napier 
Parkview Baptist Church reports that fo r 
the past fi ve months Rev. Robert F. 
Brown, (pictured with famil y) has been 
~n excellent i_n~ erim pasto r , giving de
lightful expositi ons on 1 Thessalonians 
and Psalm 23. Along wi th his du ties he is 

also the youth pastor and his "After
glow" every Sunday night after the 
church service. The senior high youth 
group attended the annual winter retreat 
Jan. 23-25. 

We have had several special meetings, 
two cantatas, one was John W. Peter
son 's "I Love America, " and all were ex
cellent. 

With a musical watchnight service, we 
joyfully prayed in the new yea~, a~d 
praised God for his bountiful blessings m 
1975. (Mrs. Winfred A. Breitkreuz, 
reporter.) 

The !21s t Anniver
sary of the Ridgewood Baptist Church 
was celebrated January 25 . At the wor
ship service we were privileged to have as 
guest speaker the Rev. Wilmer Quiring, 
recently appointed Eastern Area Se~
retary, who is following the Rev. Rubin 
Kern now retired. Rev. Quiring's sermon 
topic' was: " The Unchanging Christ in a 
Changing World. " The choir rendered 
severa l a nthems. Dinner in the church 
fellowship ha ll was prepared by the Will
ing Workers Society. The business meet
ing followed in which the budget was 
presented and the treasurer reviewed the 
income and expenditures of the yea_r. All 
o rganized groups reported on their ac
tivities . A member who served as a trus_tee 
for many years and is retiring and moving 
away was presented with a gift of ap
preciation. The Rev. A . Lamprecht, who 
conducted the meeting, expressed the 
thanks of the congregation for those \~ho 
labo red in the work o f the Lord. (Manon 
von Alrnen, repo rter.) 

Delegates gathered at 
the Immanuel Ba ptist Church for _the or
dina tion of Mr. Richard H. Kaiser on 
Jan. 24, 1975. Rev . Herma n A . Pohl ?f 
Milwaukee Center Ba ptis t served ~s cha ir
man of the Ordination Council: Can
dida te Kaiser told of his conversion ex-

. Id. God 's ca ll perience , eventual y1e mg to . 
to full time service a fter first prepa ring 

for the field of Physical Education. The 
council unanimously recommended him 
to the church for ordination. 

The o rdination service was presided 
over by Rev. Jothan G . Benke, pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist. Dr. Richard Schilke, 
general secretary for the North American 
Baptist Missionary Society brought the 
ordination message. He also led in the or
dination prayer. The charge to the new 
pastor was brought by Rev. Elwyn Zim
merman of Temple Baptist of Milwau
kee. Rev. Allan Kranz of First Baptist of 
Watertown gave the charge to the church. 
Rev. Erwin Babbel of German Zion Bap
tist of Milwaukee welcomed Brother 
Kaiser into the ministry. A male quintet, 
which included two brothers of Mr. 
Kaiser, sang several selections. Also pres
ent were his wife, Karen; his mother, 
Mrs. Kaiser and other relatives. 

Rev. Kaiser graduated from the Uni
versity of Wisconsin and North American 
Baptist Seminary and served as student 
pastor at the Plum Creek Baptist Church, 
Emery, S.D. The Kaisers have been ap
proved for missionary service in Brazil. 
(Roger Norman, reporter.) 

Our hearts were blessed 
as this group of young people, (pictured) 
were baptized on Jan. 4, 1976, and ex
tended the right hand of fellowship into 
the Herreid Baptist Church. 

At our annual business meeting it was 
decided to remodel the interior of the 
church, purchase new pews, windows and 
carpeting. The Rev. Edward Kopf is the 
pastor o f th e church . (Dianna 
Quaschnick, reporter.) 

On Monday, 
Jan. 19, 1976, an o rdination council con
vened at the Lincoln Village Baptist 
Church for the purpose of examining Mr. 
Dale Bartles for the Christia n ministry. 
Rev. Fred Jantz was elected moderator 
and Rev. Ernie Rogalski as secretary. The 
candidate presented a well-prepared state
ment on his personal background , his call 
to the ministry and his doctrinal beliefs . 

In executive session the delegates voted 

unanimously to recommend to the Lin
coln Village Church that they proceed 
with the ordination. 

Mr. Bartles graduated in 1971 from the 
Western Conservative Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary with a Master of Divinity 
degree. He is presently serving as pastor 
of the Lincoln Village Church in Sacra
mento. (Rev. Ernie Rogalski , council 
secretary.) 

The Trochu Baptist 
Church met at the school gym , with 
churches from surrounding areas, and 
folks from the community to hear the 
Herman Effa missionaries from Brazil 
and the Brazil Praise Singers. We enjoyed 
a wonderful time, listening to choir 
singing in the native language, and also in 
English, testimonies, solos, duets, slides 
on the mission work in Brazil were also 
appreciated. A message was given by 
Francisco Amarai , with H erman Effa 
translating. After closing, prayer, re
freshments and fellowship followed. 
(Mrs. Anne Thomas, reporter.) 

We are happy to 
report that the group pictured here were 
baptized recently and received into the 
church . Of these nine, seven are in their 
teens, while two are a young married cou
ple. There were also three other members 
received by letter. 

1 
~ • ... 1 

As a missionary endeavor, the Singing 
Men presented their Christmas Cantata at 
Canora, Sask., a s well as in their own 
church. They also had the opportunity to 
serve at the Nursing H ome and Lodge 
with a message in song. In the immediate 
future, they and the young people of t he 
church will be conducting a service once a 
month in the Rainbow Ha ll, a t Canora, 
Sask. 

A youth orchestra was organized. The 
young people are sharing their talents a nd 
consequently the services are enriched by 
music and song. The Rev . Wes Andrei is 
the pastor of the church, sta nding on the 
left in the picture. (Mrs. Martha Dreger , 
repo rter.) 

New Years Eve 
service at the G race Baptist church in
cluded a viewing of t he fi lm "The Burn
ing Hell ," fo llowed by lunch , which was 
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then followed by a Candlelight Commu
nio n Service. 

On Sunday Ja n. 17 a potluck supper 
was held in honor of Virgil Schmidt our 
youth director, who left us to accept a call 
as associate pastor at Rapid City, S. D. He 
has served us well fo r the last 14 months. 

The evening service was spent by song 
singing and viewing slides of different 
events and projects carried out by the 
young people during the time Virgil was 
with us. The Rev. Lee Moser is the pasto r 
of the church. (F ra nces Abrahamson , 
reporter.) 

'.'JEW LEIPZIG. N.D. A council was 
called by the New Leipzig Baptist Church 
on Oct. 20, 1975, to consider the ordina
tion o f Mr . Roger Freelander to the gos
pel ministry. After the introduction of the 
candidate and his wife Chichi, he pre
sented his biographical sketch and doc
trinal statement. Fo llowing a number of 
questions the council recommended to the 
church to proceed with the ordination. 

On Dec. 14, 1975 , members and friends 
gathered to witness the impressive o rdina
tion service of Roger Freelander. T he ser
mon, " The Cost of True Servanthood," 

and the ordaining prayer were given by 
Dr . Ralph Powell , professor at N .A.B. 
Seminary, at Sioux Falls, S.D. Rev. Herb 
Schauer of Hebron , N. D., gave the 
charge to the church and Rev. Clarence 
Walth , a rea secretary, gave the charge to 
the candidate and presented the o rdina
tion certificate. Response was given by 
the candidate. A time of fe llowship was 
held fo llowing the service. One of the sur
prise decorations was a cake in the shape 
o f the church . (Mrs . Wa lter Kallis, 
repo rter.) 

' '" "'11C H The 38 
voice choir o f the Napier Parkview Ba p
tist Church gave John Peterson's and 
Don Wyrtzen's patrioti c concert entitled 
" I Love America," a musical em phasiz
ing Patriotism , P ra ise a nd Prayer fo r 
Am er ica. 

Dressed in navy pants a nd skirts, white 
shirts and blouses and red ties a back
ground o f American flags, it was a very 
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colorful presentatio n. Soloists were: Gail 
Brown, Dee Schultz, Steve Bergman and 
Russ Reschke. 

Guests were the NAB churches of the 
area: First Baptist a nd Oakridge Baptist 
from St. Joseph, Lakeshore Baptist from 
Stevensville a nd the Woodland Shores 
Baptist from Bridgman. Also guests were 
the North Lincoln C hurch of St. Joseph. 

A sho rt devotio n was given by the Rev. 
Rubin Herrmann of the Woodland 
Sh ores church. A specia l offering of 
$680.00 was taken for this church, the 
daughter chu rch of Napier Parkview, to 
apply to their property fund . (Mrs . War
ren Wise, reporter.) 

ANAHEIM, CAI.IF . Jan. 4 , 1976, was a 
day of rejoicing for the Sunkist Bap tist 
Church. Fifteen people were baptized 
during the morning worship service. In 
the evening, a total o f 29 new m embers 
were received into the fellowship of the 
church . A reception was held in thei r 
honor fo llowing the service. Rev. William 
H oover is the pastor of the church . 
(Stephanie Rad cli ffe, repo rter.) 

Et.:REKA, S.D . Desp ite blustery weather 
conditio ns, we ha d good a ttendance for 
the New Year ' s Eve service at First Bap
tist Church. The fa mily-style service was 
informa lly cond ucted with testimonies , 

special_ music and a message on baptism 
P_repann~ the way for the highlight o f the 
first _po rtion of the service-a baptism in
volvmg th ree members o f one famil y: 
Walter and Glenda Lindemann and thei r 
s~n Steve, a nd Mrs. Tillie Heupel, the 
wife o f . a present member. (p ictured) 
After a t1m~ of lunch and fellowship, the 
second p~rtto_n o f the service began wit h 
the reception mto membership o f our new 
pastor a nct his wife, Don and Vivia n 
Paschke, and the four who were baptized 
The celebration o f the Lord 's Suppe~ 
tog~ther, and furt her sharing in song and 
t~sllmony led up to the second high
light-a mortgage burning ceremo ny (pie-

tured) fo r t'1e education wing and re
modeling o f the church. (Mrs . Delorus 
Bertsch, reporter.) 

BE'.\TO'I ti ~RBOR . MICH . A group o f 
eight young ~eople from the Na pier 
Parkview Bl:lptt s~ C hurch along with Rev. 
Brown and family went to the Colorado 
area to help our N.A.B. missionaries with 
Vacation Bible _Scho o ls . 

Our Merfl_onal _Youth Building mo rt
gage was pl:ltd· T his buildi ng had its first 
activity in rvtarch 1974. T his was the s tart 
of the annul:l1 " Guin ness Games" for the 
area NAB churches, when various con
tests a re held · On every specia l occas ion 
a t least o ne you th has made a decision fo r 
Christ. Regular u~es a re for Sunday 
school classes, P ioneer Girls, Boys 
Brigade and for basketball games. A 
memo ria l p laque was Presented by the 
church for tl"le Youth Buildi ng, ded icated 
to the memorY of Bruce Vernon and sev
eral other rriem bers . Bruce, son of the 
Rev. and ivfr5· Vernon, went ho me to be 
with the Lord a t the age o f 17 wh ile pa r
ticipa ting in a church bas ketball game 
sho rt ly a ft er the Vernons started their 
m inistry here· 

A fa rewell recept io n , a ttended b y 450, 
was held for the Rev. and Mrs . Verno n 
and daughter Kathy before they moved to 
Flo rida Tne church presented the Ver
no ns wlth l:I memorial plaque commem
orat ing their 12 Vi years o f ministry and a 
lo ve o ffering was taken . 

The Rev. ~obert Brown , youth pastor, 
is our interi rfl pastor. 

This past year we received 17 new 
members , 11 1:1d .22 tra nsfers , 12 deaths, 
nine were baptize~ and 13 infants and 
ch ildren were d ed icated . (Mrs. Warren 
Wise, reporter. ) 

J.\\.fl-"'10\\"ll , 'n On Su nday, Dec. 
21 , 13 new members were accepted into 
membersh ip a t Temple Baptist , nine b y 
baptism, o ne by t~ansfer a nd th ree by 
confessio n of fai th · Pastor George 
Breitkreuz js a t the fa r right on the p ic
ture. 

Some o f the _high lights o f our church 
were our special meet ings with Rev. 
Clar;nce Walth , ar_ea secretary; ha ving 
God s Volun teers With us fo r an evening ; 

Rev. and Mrs . Wesley Blackburn showing 
their slides o n a recent visit to our mission 
fie ld in South America ; having the choi r 
from Grace Baptist C hurch , West Fargo, 
present their Christmas cantata on Sun
day even ing Jan. 4; Dr. G. Gordo n Har
ris, N .A.B . Semina ry was speaker on our 
Mission S unday, a nd brought greetings 
from Doug Bittle and Lowell Graves , 
studen ts a t our seminary from our 
church . 

O ur former youth di rector, Doug Bit
t le, is enro lled at the seminary in Sioux 
Fa lls . W e have a new youth worker, 
La rry Moser , from our Baptist Church in 
Medina, N.D. who is enrolled at James
town C ollege as a freshman. We ap
precia te La rry's enthusiasm and will
ingness and our teens think he is just 
great. We had a th ree hour watchnight 
service after which our youth, together 
with the Community Christian Youth , 
numbering about 100, met at our church 
for a fi lm, and a pancake breakfast, a fter 
a rollerskat ing pa rty a t the local rink . 
(Bet ty Taft, repo rter.) 

\H.1 .\ ILi E. S.\SI\ . T he Melville Baptist 
C hurch celebrated its twelfth anniversary 
by having a mo rtga ge burning ceremony. 
The ma in speaker was Rev. J ake Neu
do rf, the first pastor. Assisting mus ically 
in t he program were Mr. a nd Mrs. Don 
Scheirer a nd their three young sons. Back 
in the early l 960's Don and Darlene had 
supplied the music for Pastor Neudorf's 
rad io p rogra m, " Eventide." 

A brief history of the church was given 
by Mr . David Tho mpson, chairman of 
the church board. Fenwood Baptist 
church, built 19 19, was the mother 
chu rch . It was in the la te l 950's under 
Pastor Neudo rf tha t the Fenwood people 
began to meet' in Melville in various 
places. By 1962 a lo t was purchased . On 
Oct. 1, 1963 , Melvi lle Baptist Church was 
dedicated with the Fenwood people and 
three Melvi lle resident fami lies a s sup
porters . At the p resent time there are 60 
fa mily units . 

Mr. Sam Scheirer , our o ldest member , 
and o ne o f the fai thfu l workers in the ac
tua l bu ild ing of the church , was given the 
honor of burning the mortgage. Foll~w
ing the evening service, the congregatton 
and guests enjoyed a fellowship lunch. 
T he Rev . Pa ul Mohninger is the pastor of 
the church . (Mrs. August Reinson, 

reporter.) 

• 
ID • memoriam 

REV. HENRY P FEIFER, 71 , of 
Winnipeg, Man., died on Jan. 
I 5, 1976. He was born on July 
10, 1904. in Germany. At the 
age of 13 he was com·cn cd, bap
tilC'd, and became a member of 
the hometown Baptist Church in 
Ennigerloh, Westfalen. Jn 1925 
he emigrated to the United 
States. For two years he worked 
at his trade as a bricklayer until 
he was ca lled by God into 1he 
ministry. He attended the Rochester Baptist Seminary for six 
years and graduated in 1934. Before he accepted the call to the 
First Baptist church in Beaver, Mich., where he was ordained, 
he was united in marriage to Anna Fuhr. His 4 1 year ministry 
took him from Beaver 10 the Central Baptist Church, Erie, Pa., 
Zion Baptist Church, Okeene, Okla., denominational evan
gelist for fou r years; Central Baptist Church, Edmonton. 
Alta., Trinity Baptist Church, Siou:< Falls, S.D.: Erin Ave. 
Baptist Church. Cleveland, Ohio, Faith Baplist Church. 
Regina, Sask.; Emmanuel Baptist Church, Morris. Man.; Firs1 
Baptist Church , Napoleon, N.D.; German Brethren Church, 
Winnipeg, Man. Often he ser\•ed as evangelist for individual 
churches, and recenlly as interim pastor. He served the North· 
ern Conference as mission secretary and became a member of 
Board of Missions. Surviving him arc his widow; two sons. 
Danny and D wight; one daughter, Es1her; one broiher and 
three sis1ers . The Rev. Henry Goliath presided at the funeral 
service, assisted by Dr. Wm. Sturhahn, Rev. Waller S1ein, Rev. 
Oarold Sauer and Dr. R. J. Kerstan who gave short messages. 
All the Manitoba pastors were present at the service to give 
honor rn a servant of God who served his Lord through our 
Conference for so many years. 

DANIEL RAU. 74, of Elk G rove, CA, d ied Jan. 29, 1976. He 
was born near Long Lake, S.D. , Jan. 14, 1902. He accepted 
Christ and was baptized in 1916 shortly after coming to 
California and became charter member of Zion Baptis1 
Church, Franklin, now First Bap1ist Church, Elk Grove. He 
served fa ithfully as Sunda)' school teacher, deacon and 
treasurer for over 25 years . He married Emma Kandt in 1926. 
Surviving him arc his widow; three daughters. Annadora Fan· 
drich, Li llian Burnswonh and Joyce Strauch; one son Vernon. 
eleven grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, five sisters and 
1hree brothers. Pastors Merle Brenner and Fred Klein of
ficia1ed a1 the fu neral service, 3Ssistcd b)' Reid Galbrailh . 

HAROLD E. REICH, 46, of Medicine Hal , Alla .. died on 
Dee. 17, 1975. He was born on Aug. 14, 1929, in ~kd icin e Hal. 
In No\'. 1945, while auending C.T.I. , he accepted the Savior as 
Lord and was baptized the fo llowing year. Being a charter 
member o f 1he Temple Baptist Church he served as Sunday 
school leacher, 1rus1ee and choir singer. In June 1954 he mar· 
ried Estella Schell. This marriage was blessed with 1wo 
daugh1ers: Dt:bbie and Shelley. Mourning his death are his 
family, one brother and five sisters. The Rev. I. H. Schmuland 
was the officiating minister n1 1he funera l service. 

ALBERT SCHMIDT, 74, or Bismarck, N.D. passed away on 
Jan. JI . 1976. He was born Feb. 19. 1902, at Goodrich, N. D. 
In 1928 he was uni led in marriage with Alvina Mauch. After 
his spiri1ual birth a1 1hc age of 26. he joined 1he Bopiist Church 
at Goodrich. serving as usher, treasurer, trustee and deacon. In 
1969 they ret ired in Bismarck , joining the Bismarck Baptis1 
Church where he served as custodian for three years. He leaves 
his widow: three daughters , ~'trs. Eleon (Iris) Sandau, Mrs. 
Wayne (Diana) Hoogcstradt, Mrs. James (Gloria) Porterfield; 
one son, Albert, Jr. The Rev. Ron Norman was the officiating 
minister at the funeral service. 

FREDR ICK H ILLER. 97. of Sou1h Edmonton. Aha .. died on 
Jan. 20 . 1976. He was born in Russia on Oct. 20, 1879. As a 
boy of 14 years Brother Hill er gave his heart to Christ and 
followed the Lord in baptism. He was the firs1 one to join 1he 
Rabbi1 Hill Baptist church through baptism. All through the 
year~ thal followed he remained a faithful member of 1hc Rab
bit Hill Church. On Dec . 26. 1903. our brother was united in 
marriage with Minnie Kuhn. Eleven children were born 10 this 
union. Two sons and six daughters. two brothers and two 
siste r> mourn 11te loss of 1heir fn1hcr. Dr. E.P Wahl wa< Jltt 
officiating minister at the funeral service. 

AL VINA JESC HKE nee Arndt, 83, of Anaheim, Calif., d ied 
on Dee. J . 1975. She was born in Russia. on Sept. 9, 1892. She 
accepted Jesus Christ as her personal SaYior a1 an early age and 
was bap1ized in 1913, and became a member of the Baptist 
Church at Moiscjewka. On Feb. 11, I 909, she was uni1ed in 
marriage to Reinhold Jeschke and in 1913 they emigrated 10 
Sask .. Canada, and were act ive in our churches at Lockwood 
and Nokomis. Jn 1929, 1hey moYed to Michigan and were ac· 
live in our churches at Bay City and Lansing. For health 
reasons they moYcd to Anaheim in 1947 . She was a member of 
the Bethel Baptist Church and later of the Sunkist Bap1ist 
C hurch. She leaves three daughters: Mrs. Elsie Kwast , Mrs. 
Walda Kwast, Mrs. Elva Kuhn; Jwo sons: Dr. Reuben P . 
Jeschke and Albert W. Jeschke; eighl grandchild ren and four
teen great-grandchildren. Pastor Will iam Hoover orficiatcd at 

her funeral service. 

KARL GOEBEL, 83. of E lion La .. died on Feb. 2, 1976. He 
was born in Germany on March 31, 1892. He came to America 
at the age of 14 and seulcd near Branch, La., where he soon 
became a member of 1he Mowa1a Bap1is1 Church. In 1919 he 
married Emma Loewer. Surviving him arc his five sons: 
Alfred, Erwin, Harvey, Elmer and Norman; nine grand
chi ldren. The memorial service was held at lhe First Bap1ist 
Church of Elton. Ofliciating ministers at the funeral service 
were the Rev. Edgar Bryan and the Rev. Eleon Sandau. 

ALVIN BENJAM IN BURKES, 67, of Bellwood , 111., died on 
January 21. 1976. He was born in New Mexico on April JO, 
1909. He accepted Christ as his personal SaYior and was bap· 
tized into First Baptist Church on his birthday and on Easter 
Sunday, April JO, 1955. He was an actiYc member serv ing on 
various boards and commiuees. He was married to Helen 
Shoemaker. Survivors include his widow: 1hree sons: Hubert, 
Donald. Larry: two daughters: Dorothy Schumann, Evelyn 
Wardell: 1wo brothers and 1wo sisters: J 2 grandchildren and 
three grea1.grandchildren. The Rev. Loren A . Weber was the 
officiating pa.s1or at the fu neral service. 

REUBEN R. BLACK, 72, of Loganville, Wis., died on Jan. 
15, 1976. H e was born on Nov. 26, 1903, in Sauk Counly, Wis. 
O n Aug. J I. 1935. he married Augusta C . Bauer. As a teenager 
he was bap1izcd into the North Freedom Baptist Church where 
he was a faithful member unt il his death, serving as mission 
1reasurer and deacon for many years. Survivors include his 
widow: one daughter, Margaret; one brother and one sister. 
The Rev. A llan Gerber was 1he officiating minis1cr at the 
funeral service. 

ROBERT BACKUS, 79, of Madison. S. D .. d ied on Sep!. 4 , 
1975. H e was born on June 23, 1896. On Sep1. JO, 1924, he 
married Edith Schrcpel. He received Christ as his Savior at an 
early age and was baptized in 1907 and joined the West Center 
Strec1 Baptis1 Church, in which he was an active member and 
sang in 1he church choir for sixty years. Surviving him arc his 
widow; one daugh1er, Carolyn (Mrs. Donald Hillan); two 
grandchildren; one sister and one brother. The Rev. Oliver 
Bender was the offic iating minister at the funeral service. 

FRIEDR IC H BAC HLER, 78. of Edmonton, Aha .. d ied on 
Jan. 6, 1976. He was born in Russia on March I , 1897. In his 
early years he accepted Christ as Savior. In 1927 he was mar· 
ried to Emilie lt terman and immigrated to Canada. He was ac· 
1ive in N.A.B. churches as deacon, clerk, superintcndcnl and 
singer. Especially is he remembered for his love for music. He 
is survived by his widow. Emilie; two daughters: Lydia and 
Wilma: two sons: Earnest and Herb. and thirteen grand· 
children. The Rev. Donald Richter was the officiating minister 
at the funera l service. 

JOH AUGUSTA D. 76. of ~ladison. S.D .. d ied on NO\ . 
20. J97S. He was born on Dec. !7. 1898. On Feb. 12. 1930. 
he marrii.'d L:Hlra Beck. He received Chns1 a' tw; per,on:tl 
Savior. l·k and his fam i l ~ were bapti1cd in th1..· Wcq C1..·ntcr 
Street Bapti<i.I Church of Madi'ion on De..: . 31. 19-19. and 
bl"\'.amc member' of 1he church on Jan. I. 1950. Sur\ hing, 
him arc hi' widow: one son. Frcdcrict.. John: t\\O daugh t<:r'. 
Jud)' {Mrs. William Fos1cr). and Bl'tt~ {Mrs. Gene Larsen); 
clc\CI\ grandchildren. and two sisters. The Re\ , •\nhur Con. 
nC'lr wa' thl' C'lfficia1ing minister at 1hr funeral ~Cr\' i 1..·r . 

BE JAl\11 N A l BRECHT. 50. of Bismarck . NO. \\'('111 w b1..· 
with the I Nd Cln Jan. 15. 1976. Hl· w3, horn Dl'l'. 17. 19:!5 . 
in Pollm·t.. . S. 0. On Mny JO. J 9-19. hl· wa' united in mar
riage \\Uh I illian Sauler. In 1952 he n"'·..:cn1cd ksuo;; C'hn' I "' 
I Nd and Sa\ ior. \ \;l\ baptilcd and bt.•cam1..· a member of th1..· 
Fir .. 1 Bap11<oi l Chur\:'h in fli ..,m;:m.·k. In 1955 ht.· tr;rn,frrrcd ht-. 
mt.•mhl'r<iihip 10 th 1..· Bi ,man.·k Barni't C'htm.·h. Bl'll 1..l'r\ 1..·d 
faithfulh a' an u<iihcr of th\.· ... ·hurch and mcmbi:r ol th1..· 
~kn'' Brothl~rhood at Bi"imar ... ·l.. Bapll<iit H1..· ,.., ,un \\Cd l:n 
lw. \\ lnthm: l\\fl 'llll': R(1 ~1..· r and Gaf\ Off1~1atml! pa,11,.,1.., 

''l'r1..· Rl'' O:t \1..' St1..·111 fdd and Re\ Ron 1\Jormrm 

April 1976 I 27 



WASHINGTON- Thursday, April 6, 
A.D. 30 is the most likely date for the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ according to 
an article in the current (March 29) issue 
of CHRISTIANITY TODAY magazine 
entitled, ''The Day He Died . ' ' 

In a detailed examination of Jewish 
Passover customs and studies of the new 
moons at equinox at the appropriate time 
of year between A.D. 26 and 35, Roger 
Rusk discards Friday and Wednesday ex
ecution theories. Rusk, professor emer
itus of physics at the University of Ten
nessee, describes the selection of the 
Passover lamb as occurring on the tenth 
day of the first month of the Jewish 
calendar, called Nisan. Sacrifice of the 
lamb then occurred on the fourteenth 
day . Using Palm Sunday as the most like
ly day o f selection (Jesus' triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem occurred on that day), 
Rusk concludes that the fourteenth day 
would have to be a Thursday. 

Other execution theories suggest a 
"day of silence" in which no Gospel 
record of Jesus ' activities during Pass
over week is given. Such theories assign 
the silen t day to Wednesday. Under his 
theory, Rusk argues, the silent day would 
be Friday-more likely, he says, because 
Jesus was already in the tomb. The 
Thursday execution also would give Jesus 
three days and three nights in the tomb as 
mentioned in Scripture . 

Additionally, the fifteenth day of 
Nisan is declared under Jewish la ws as a 
Sabbath day and can occur on any day of 
the week. In his argument , Friday ap
pears as Rusk's fi fteenth day, meaning 
there would be two Sa bbaths in a row 
during that Passover week- a fact which 
would account for Jesus ' fo llowers no t 
showing up at his tomb until Sunday 
morning. 

To zero in on the date, Rusk uses scien
ti fic knowledge about dates and moon 
movements to prove that the fourteenth 
day of Nisan falls on a Thursday only in 
A. D. 30. Thus, argues Rusk, this knowl
edge plus Scripture leaves Thursday, 
April 6, A. D. 30 as the most plausible 
date and Sunday, April 9, as the day o f 
resurrection. 

Quake Kills Five Guatemalan 
Baptists; Relief On the Way 
GUATEMALA C ITY , Gua tema la 
(BP)-At least five Bapt ists are known to 
be dead, many Baptist families are home
less, and two Baptist churches were 
damaged and one destroyed in the devas
tati ng earthquake which hit here Feb. 4. 

All 23 Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) missionaries in Guatemala are 
reported safe , according to a Southern 
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Baptist Foreign Mission Board's field 
representative for Middle America sta
tioned in the capital city. 

The Foreign Mission Board has re
leased $25 ,000 in relief funds, according 
to Charles W. Bryan, the board's secre
tary for Middle America and the Carri
bean . The funds will be used for corn, 
beans, rice, medicine, charcoal, wood 
and plastic sheets for makeshift shelters 
for the many left homeless . 

The Bapti s t Di sa s ter Coordin a tin g 
Committee of Guatemala has requested 
500 tents to house six-member families. 
The tents will be flown immediately to the 
city by Taca Airlines , according to Bryan, 
and will be distributed by the Baptist 
Cultural Association of Guatemala. 

More tremors were felt Feb . 5, Scanlon 
reported by telephone. Reports from 
many other villages have not been re
ceived. The worst damage in the city ap
peared to be in Zone 3 which includes 
damage to Macedonia and Bethel Baptist 
Churches. Relie f efforts are being carried 
out through the churches despite the 
damage. 

In the village of Tecpan (about 50 miles 
west of the capi tal) a Baptist church was 
completely destroyed. 

WHEN is EASTER? 
l)nder current customs, the date of Easter 
can vary. The earliest it can occur (it is the 
first Sunday following the first full moon 
on or after the vernal equinox by agre~
rnent o f a church council at Nicaea, Asia 
Minor, in A.D. 325) is March 22. The 
latest possible date for Easter is April 25, 
although Easter can be up to five weeks 
la ter for Eastern Orthodox churches that 
use a different calendar calculation . 

CCW11f\IG 
NEXT 
MONTH IN 
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All About 
the Family 

see ii 
by Paul H. Sievv-ert 

S o motim" on- m dbod "l igio a. 
events are more revealing than thus an
nounced. Not long ago l attended a wed
ding, which no doubt would have been 
a scribed to be a Christian event. How
ever, I doubt if Jesus, who changed water 
into wine at the wedding of Cana, would 
ha ve been very accommodating at this 
one. 

Our generation bemoans the millions 
of alcoholics in our country. We are deep
ly concerned about the proper treatment. 
But who really needs the treatment? 

Dr. George L. Maddon of Duke Uni
versity has some ra ther revealing sta tist ics 
that show that young people are not se
duced to drink by their peers. Rather his 
studies show that teenagers learn to drink 
from their parents and other adults. 
~eenagers adopt their parents' at ti tude 
tliat drinking is no t evil or morally 
wrong, and come to identify social drink
ing with adulthood. 

Ralph Daniel, executive director o r 1111;; 

Michigan Sta te Board of Alco ho lism 
says: "Parents owe their youngsters a~ 
understanding of alcohol 's effects and 
some guidance about dr in king, so they 
can cope with these situations." 

I subm it tha t "Christians" owe them 
much more tha n that. They owe them a n 
example. And social drinking, in our in
dulgent society, is no t an example fo r 
good but a curse. Someone has said: 
"When you in troduce your youngster to 
his first social drink , you are introducing 
him to potential alcoholism." I agree! D 

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Minot, N. D. In this 
column Mr. Sie wert analyzes current 
religious news of his choice. 

c 
midi bruno 

The honored guest was in troduced by 
the MC: "We a re p leased to have as our 
speaker a ma n who has to leave to ca tch 
a plane in 15 minutes. " 

EDWIN MARKLEIN 
M EMORIAL FUND 

The Edwin Marklein family has de
cided that all donations given in memory 
of Mr. Edwin Marklein be designated for 

the new N.A.B . Interna tional Office 
Fund. Anyone wishing to participate in 
this memorial to Ed Ma rklein should send 
gifts to the North American Baptist Con
ference Office, 7308 Madison St., Forest 
Park, IL 60130, designated "Edwin 
Marklein Memorial Fund." 
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•Mr. Dave Krumpe, director of Music 
and Outreach at First Baptist Church, 
Lodi, has resigned, effective Jan. 15, 
1976. His future plans are not known. 

•The Rev. Eugene Carpenter, form er 
pastor of Standish Baptist Church, 
Standish, Mich., is now serving a non
N.A.B. church. The reference in the 
February issue to his minis try in Lon
don, Ont. , was incorrect. 

•On Feb. 6, 1976, Mrs. Edith Schroe
der, former Cameroon missionary, was 
united in marriage to Mr. Ray DeNeui 
of Chancellor, S.D. Congratulations! 

• The Rev, James DeBoer, pastor of 
Sherwood Park Baptist Church, Gree
ley, Colo., has accepted the call of First 
Baptist Church, Lodi , Calif., to become 
the a ssociate pastor/ director o f Chris
tian Education there . The Rev. Jake 
Leverette is the pastor o f the church . 

•Benno Przybylski, associate professor 
of New Testament at North American 
Baptist College, Edmonton, Alta., has 
successfully defended his thesis, " The 
Concept o f Righ teousness in the Gospel 
of Matthew, " and was granted the Doc
tor o f Philosophy degree in New Testa
ment studies . Congratulations! 

• The Rev. Bruce Merrifield is the 
pastor of the Church Extension project 
in Lethbridge, Alta. He formerly served 
the Zion Baptist Church, Drumheller, 
Alta . 

• The Rev. Robert J. Reid is the pastor 
of Southey Baptist C hurch. Southey, 
Sask. 

A price increase for BAPTIST H ER
ALD su b sc i pt i o n s h as beco m e 
necessary. 

Effective immediately the subscription 
prices will be: 

$5 .00 One year regular subscription 
$9.00 Two years regular subscription 
$4. 50 C hurch F a mily Subscrip tio n 
Pla n, pastors and missionaries 
$3. 50 S tud ents , serviceme n a nd 
res idents in H omes for the Aging 
$5 .50 Overseas countries 

A BICENTENNIAL 
INVITATION 

to North American Baptists 
W?~n visiting our Nation 's Birthplace 
Visit ~ur Denomina tion 's Birthplace 

Fleischmann Memorial Baptist 
Church 

9th & Luzerne Sts. 
P hiladelphia, Pa. 19 140 
Phone : (2 l S)-225-2962 

Services Each Sunday 11 :00 A .M . 
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Crucified Between 
Malet actors 
When Jesus was to be crucified, the of
ficials could or would find no other 
place for him than between two crim
inals. Since that time the picture of the 
three crosses on Golgatha has become a 
powerful message to mankind: 

You and your sins have sentenced 
Jesus to die on the center cross, sur
rounded by criminals, one o n the right 
and one on the left. You and your sins 
have brought him here, whose arms and 
hands had held and blessed little 
children. You and your sins have de
li vered him to give us his spi rit here, 
who had healed the sick and even resur
rected the dead. 

The cross tells of the One, who ·in
contestably could face a hostile crowd 
with the questio n, "Which of you con
victs me of sin?" The sa me crowd later 
sentenced Jesus shouting, "He deserves 
death-then they spat in his face, and 
struck him and some sla pped him ... " 
(Matth. 26:66-67). 

Are we surprised? 
Has this not been the course of man

kind since creation? Man has always 
tried to put the blame on God on 
Jesus, on fate and circumstance~. It 
started way back in the Garden of 
Eden, when Adam admonishingly told 
God, " The woman whom thou gavest to 
be with me, she gave me fruit of the 
tree, a nd I ate." Eve continued in the 
same tradition by blaming the serpent: 
" The woman said , 'The serpent be
guiled me, a nd I ate' ." 

Since that time uncounted numbers of 
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people have made God the object of 
their anger and wrath. 

Why does God permit evil in this 
world, they ask. Why did he create peo
ple with the tendency to sin rather than 
to do good? Why do I have to suffer 
much, although there a re other people 
who really deserve it? 

The man from Uz, Job, once dared to 
put into words, what many before and 
a fter him likewise must have felt: " I am 
blameless ... therefore I say, he de
stroys both the blameless and the 
wicked. When disaster brings sudden 
death , he mocks at the calamity of the 
innocent. The eart h is given into the 
hand of the wicked; he covers the faces 
of its judges-if it is not he, who then is 
it?" (Job 9:21-24). 

J ob certainly is not the only one who 
accused God of injustice. Isaiah proph
esied that the Lord would be "num
bered with the transgressors' ' , even 
though "he bore the sin of many and 
made intercession for the transgressors" 
(Isaiah 53: 12). 

Things have not changed. To this day 
God gets blamed for many of our short
comings. With our sins we continue 
crucifying Jesus and "num bering him 
with the transgressors." The robbers 
crucified next to Jesus should have 
known better than to join the crowd o f 
mockers. Yet we read in Matt. 27:44, 
"And the robbers who were crucified 
with him also reviled him in the same 
way." 

How then can we get out of the rut of 
numbering C hrist with the transgressors 
while we think of ourselves as innocent? 

One of the malefactors at the cross on 
Golgatha gives us a clue. His thinking 
changed. He said the truth and reached 
out for the Truth. He rebuked his co
ho rt, saying, " Do you not fear God, 
since you are under the same sentence 
of condemnation? And we indeed justly; 
for we are receiving the due reward of 
ou r deeds; but this man has done 
noth ing wrong" (Luke 23 :40-41 ). 

He neither was afraid nor ashamed to 
admit his guilt. He s topped blaming 
God for his fate. By acknowledging 
Jesus as the One who had "done noth
ing wrong", he was able to ask him, 
" Jesus , remember me when you come 
into your kingdom" (Luke 23:42) . No 
longer did he look at Jesus as one 
"numbered with the transgressors." He 
now recognized Jesus as his Savior and 
heard the beauti ful promise: "Truly, I 
say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise." 

To th is day the confession, "God, be 
mercifu l to me a sinner" opens Para
dise, whereas a selfrighteous bickering 
with God is hell al ready here on earth. 

That, among other things, is what the 
crosses on Golgatha teach us . RJ K 

1976 essay 
eontest 

Topic: AMERICA: AS I SEE IT 
We believe that North American 
Baptist youth have something well 
worth reading to say about their 
country and its future. It is your 
future. This essay contest will give 
you an opportunity to be heard. 

The contest on the topic, ' 'Amer
ica: As I See It," is open to a ll 
North American Baptist young peo
ple from the ages of 12 through 25. 
You may write from any perspec
tive from which you wish to ap
proach the subject. Entries will be 
grouped into three age categories: 
Junior High, Senior High and Col
lege and Career. The th ree winning 
essays , one from each age group, 
will be printed in the J uly , 1976, 
edition of the Baptist Herald. Judg
ing will be done by an impartial 
panel. 

Contest Particulars 
Please include the fo llowing in

formation with your entry: your 
name, address a nd age; your church 
and school a nd year in school. The 
word limit is 600 words. Entries 
must reach our o ffice by May I , 
1976. Send al l entries to Church 
M i ni s tries D e partment, No r t h 
American Baptists, 7308 Madison 
St., Forest Park, IL 60130. 

REGISTER NOW 

FOR 

1976 

TRIENNIAL 

CONFERENCE 

OF 

NORTH AMERICAN 

CHURCHES 

JULY 27-AUGUST 1 

1976 

PORTLAND, OREGON 

(Ask your pastor for informa
tion and registration forms, or 
write to N.A.B. offi ce. ) 

OH, LORD, YOUR HOUSE IS ON FIRE 
(Co111i1111ed from page I 2) 

Conference, Rev. Works believes fire safety for churches 
"must undergo a new priority rating, since the church, be
ing unoccupied for long periods, is so vulnerable to both 
arsonists and to undetected fire.'' 

" In fact," he stresses, "in about one-third o f the cases, 
the fire is out of control by the time the fire department ar
rives." 

Vulnerabili ty factors carry over to all churches despite 
location. Forty-five percent of church fires, for example, 
occur in large cities, those with 50,000 population or 
above, while 31 percent occur in cities of from 5 ,000 to 
50,000 and 24 percent in small town of less then 5,000 
population. 

As part of a special fire prevention campaign, the 
Religious Leaders Conference of the National Safety 
Council has issued a Church Fire Safety Check List. It 
urges church managements, youth groups, comm~ni~y 
organizations and local governments to use such a hst m 
support of their own fire prevention programs. 

"Check lists can only point out dangers," Mr. Works 
said. A permanent program of church fire inspections and 
employment of some sort or early warning measures a re 
primary factors in keeping fire losses at a minimum," he 
emphasized. 

Rev. Works urged churches to organize for safet y com
mittees to co nduct fire and safety inspections, as well as to 
know how to use fi re protective devices such as fire ex
tinguishers and hoses, and to instruct others in these prac
tices. 

Sprinkler systems provide the best protection for church 
property, although economics in many cases may preclude 
their use. To reduce cost, a sprinkler system may be in
stalled in a high-fire-frequency area such as the basement 
or storage area. 

Second best protection is provided by quick detection 
alarm systems that will ring outside bells as well as directly 
notify the fire department. 

Such systems, according to Mr. Works , offer the best 
method of offsetting "headstart" fires, and as added pro
tection against incendiarism, a chief cause of church fires, 
running as high as 37 percent in recent years . 

EXIT FACILITIES 
1. Every room, balcony or other space having a capaci ty 

of 100 requires two exit doorways. 
If building accomodates 100 or more persons, each 
room balcony or other space where such assembly oc
curs should have exits to the outside as follows: 

Not less than two exit ways when 600 persons or less 
are accommodated in such room, balcony or other 
space. 
Not less than three exit ways when more than 600 
persons but not more than 1,000 persons are ac
commodated. 
Not less than four exist ways when more than 1,000 
persons are accommodated. . . 

2. Exit doorways should be so loca ted that no pomt m a 
floor a rea, room or space served by ~hem is more than 
125 feet distant, measured along the hne o f travel. 

3. Exists and fire stairways are to be maintained in good , 
safe, usable condition and free from obstructions. 

4. Exit doorways are to be marked with exi t signs and 
lights. 

5. Exit doors of rooms occupied by 50 or more persons 
should open in the directions of exit travel to the out
side. 

6. All doors at required exits should be provided with 
panic bolts or kept unlocked during occupancy. 

HEATING EQUIPMENT 
1. T he furnace should be enclosed in a separate room 

with fire resistive partitions, with the ceiling also 
similarly protected . 

2. A self-closing door should be provided a t the opening 
into the furnace room. 

3. Use metal containers for the storage of ashes. 
4. Provide automatic means for controlling temperatures 

in duct systems, breeching, etc. 
5. Oil burners, which are gas fired or mechanical stoker

equipped, should feature automatic safety controls. 
6. Be sure all heating equipment , including chimney 

flues, smokepipes and hot aire ducts : 
Is in good serviceable condition and well main
tained. 
Is properly insulated and separated from all com
bustible material by a safe distance. 
H as been serviced by a qualified service man within 
the past year. 

KITCHEN 
1. Install range safely away from combustible material 

and protect floor with metal or fire-retardant mats. 
2. Use a hood above the range and be sure it is vented to 

the outside. 
3. Vent pipes are to be insulated or separated from com

bustible material by a safe distance. 
4. Be sure fire extinguishers are of right type and are in 

good order. 
5. Be sure electric refrigerator has been checked by a 

qualified service man within the past year. 
LIGHTING AND ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 
1. Make sure all fuses on lighting and small appliance cir

cuits are properly rated. 
2. All al terations of electrical installations should be by a 

qualified electrician. . . . . . 
3. Electric wiring installed w1thm or m connecl!on with 

organs should comply with appropriate provisions of 
the National Electric Code. 

PROTECTION 
1. Fire extinguishers should be positioned on each floor 

so that not over 100 feet of travel is required to reach 
nearest unit. 

2. Use tags to show date of recharging for each fi re ex
tinguisher and check regularly. 

3. The building, particular ly the steeples, spires, and 
towers, should be equipped with a system of lightning 
rod protection. 

4. Automatic sprinklers, standpipes and hoses should be 
thoroughly inspected yearly. 

GENERAL 

1. Use fire retardant materials for holiday decorations. 
2. Collect and dispose o f trash in a sa fe manner avoiding 

hazardous accumulations at any point. 
3. Spaces beneath sta irs (in storerooms and attics) should 

be free from accumulations o f combust ible materials. o 
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PEOPLE WHO CARE 
North American Baptists are people who care 
They care about the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the needs of people. Some of 
the basic things they care about are 
stated 1n the goals that the various 
departments and the General Council 
have adopted for this year . 

They are very ambitious goals . How
ever. the overwhelming needs of people 
around the world demand such goals. 
We cannot meet all needs that are 
presented but we must be found 
faith lul. God has given us a rich heritage 

Goals for 1976 
CHURCH GROWTH 
• To make at least six contacts for Christ 
per N .A .B. member as part of the 
three-year Million Contacts for Christ 
program. 

• To start 10 new churches. 
• To enlist 30 percent of our churches 
1n enlargement campaign programs. 

OVERSEAS MISSIONS 

• To support 99 missionaries 1n evan
gelism. church planting. church work, 
educauon and medical m1nistr1es 1n 
Brazil, Cameroon, Japan. Nigeria 
and the U .S A 

•To provide hospital treatment and 
medical care for more than 100.000 
patients "' Cameroon and Nigeria. 

•To develop a new plan for pastoral 
training 1n Japan . 

TRAINING AND RECRUITING 
•To graduate 20 persons from the 
N A B College and Seminary for 
N A B ministries 

• In add111on to the graduates from our 
institutions recruit 15 new persons for 
ministries in N A B churches and mrs-

and entrusted us with awesome 
responsibilities. 

Our unified efforts as individual 
Christians and churches can accomplish 
a great deal for the cause of Christ. 
J esus said. ··1 f you love me, keep my 
commands" !John 14: 151. Our love for 
Christ needs lO be expressed continu
ously by caring for people; caring 
enough that we accept the call of God .. . 
-lo be ministers. m1ss1onaries and other 
Christian w orkers 

s1on fields and provide them with 
orientation . 

• To recruit 50 N .A.B. students for 
ministerial programs at N.A.B . schools. 

AID TO NEEDY 

• To further the ministry to the aging by 
sponsoring one conference on ··Minis
try w ith the Aging" for Baptist Home 
leaders and Other interested persons. 

• To distribute pensions and financial aid 
to pastors. pastor's wives and other 
Christian workers. 1n the amount of 
S 10,000. 

•To collect and distribute $19,000 to 
help meet the needs of people through 
the B.W A. W orld Relief Fund. 

SOCIAL AWARENESS 

• To support rel1g1ous liberty, social 
1us11ce and human rights by participat
ing in meetings and act1vit1es of the 
Baptist Joint Commit tee on Public 
Affairs 

FELLOWSHIP 

• To provide opportun111es for fellow 
ship, 1nspirat1on and decision making 
at the 1976 Triennial Conference 

-10 w itness for Christ wherever w e are 
-to be the salt o f the earth so that 
ungodly corruption may be held in 
check 

-to uphold fUSt1ce. trust and freedom 
where they are threatened 

·to give generously of our financial 
means that the Lord's w ork may 
progress 

The following goals seek to fulfi ll 
what we understand Christ expects of 
us as North American Bapusts now. 

• To visually and verbally communicate 
the Conference ministries at the 1g75 
Triennial Conference. 

STEWARDSHIP 

• To assist local churches and Associa
tions 1n Stewardsh ip educat ion 
through 12 workshops and seminars 
and providing resource materials . 

•To secure $3,000.000 additional com
mitments through wills. trusts and 
other estate planning programs. 

•To raise $2,524.000 for the 1976 Con
ference m1ss1on and ministry budget. 

• To com plete ra1s1ng of $1 ,000,000 for 
the new N.A .B. International Confer
ence Off ice 

• To increase deposits to a total of 
5800.000 1n the Church Extension 
Investors Fund . 

OFFICE RELOCATION 
• To complete relocat1on o f the Confer
ence Office to Oakbrook Terrace by 
May 1976 

• To dedicate the new office fac1ht1es 
1n May 1976 

THE COOPERATIVE MISSION GOAL OF CHURCHES OF THE NORTH AMERICAN 
BAPTIST CONFERENCE FOR THE FISCAL PERIOD, JAN. 1-DEC. 31, 1976 IS $2,524,00 


