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0 Delegate 0 Non-Delegate Registration Fees: 
For Conference Sessions: 

Single Adul ts $5.00; Couple $8.00 $ 
NAM E (Last) _____ (Firs t) ______ (In i t ia l) _____ _ 

(Print or Type) 

A DDRESS 

CITY _ _ _ __ STATE/PROV. ___ _ _ _ Z IP 

Delegate 0 Non-Delegate 0 Wife's Name (if accompanying) 

Names of Children Attending 

(Please indicate ages) 

If you are making your own arrangements for 
lodging other than hotel, motel, or dormitory, 
please give name and address of location. Mode of transportat ion 

to Portland 
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Pre-Conference Workshops $2.00 $ 
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Extra 50 cents luncheon 
fee for Thursday $ 

Nursery to age 6 
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$.75 per session (list sessions) 
Extra 50 cents luncheon 
fee for Thursday $ ____ _ 

D Other ____ ____ _ Single Day Fee-indicate date at-
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O General Conference Officer O General Council Member O Church Delegate 

Each person- $2.00 (a ll ages) $ ____ _ 
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M~ke checks payable to: North American Baptist Inc., 
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1. N.A.B. College Al umni Breakfast 
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2. Woman's Missionary Union Luncheon 
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(2) ___ _ 

7. Church Ministries Luncheon 
July 30-Approx. Price $5.00 
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3. Baptist Men 's Luncheon 
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9. N.A.B. Semi nary Alumni Break fast 

July 31 - Approx. Price $3.50 (9) 

10. Conference Outdoor Banquet 4. Ministers' Fel lowship Luncheon 
July 29- Approx. Price $4.50 (4) ___ _ July 31 - Approx. Price $6.50 Adul ts; 

$4.00 Ages 6-12; $1 .50 Under 6 (10) 
5. Church Extension Pastors' Breakfast 

July 30-Complimentary (5) ___ _ 11. Pension Fund Breakfast 

6. Missionary Breakfast (by invi tat ion only) 
July 30-Approx. Price $3.50 

For Pension Fund members of ret ire
ment age) 

(6) ___ _ Aug. 1- Complimentary (1 1) 

Prices are not f irm. SEND NO MONEY with your meal reservat ions. Fees should be paid at the conference. 

l-lotel Room Resetvation Request 
Reservations must be received prio r to June 20, 1976. Please d o not send you r reserva
tions d irect to t he hotel It will de lay your confirmat ion. 

NAM E (Last) 
(Print or Type) 

________ (Firs t) ________ (Initial) 

ADDRESS __________________________ _ 

CITY _____ STATE/PROV. _____ IP _____ PHONE -,.,---=--:-:---
tAreacode) 

A RRI VING: Date Hour AM/PM. L EAVING: Date Hour AM/ PM . 

ROOM: O Sing le Bed D Double Bed D Tw in Bed O Two Double Bed s D One Bedroom Suite 

D Rollaway D Crib 

DORMITORY FA CILIT IES: D Single Bed D Twi n Bed 

HOTEL CHOICES: F irst ______ Second ______ Th i rd 

Rate (Min. To Max.) $ ____ There will be (No.) ____ persons occupying these accommodations. 
Specify ages of children _____________________________ _ 

Namesof thepersonsare _ _____________________________ _ 
(List and bracket names of those sharing one room) 
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IMPORTANT: Indicate your ar
rival t ime in Portland. Reserva
tions will be held by hotel un
ti l 6:00 p.m. of the indicated 
day. Failure to not i fy the hotel 
of any last minute change in 
your arrival may resul t in 
cancellat ion of your reserva
tion. DO NOT SEND MONEY 
WITH TH IS RESERVATION 
REQUEST. 
AFTER YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
YOUR CONFIRMATION YOU 
MAY DEAL DIRECTLY WITH 
YOUR HOTEL. Upon receipt o f 
con firmation READ Special 
Notice on back and deal 
direct ly wi th your hotel on any 
changes, late arrival, etc. 
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Baptists, tablished 
Church Opponents 
in Revolution 

RICHMOND, VA. , 1780- Baptists 
and the state church in America, op
posed from the first , were driven fur
ther apart by the war fo r American 
independence. The state church re
mained loya l to the Brit ish crown 
while Baptists gave their suppor t to 
the fight for l iberty . 

The established church had openly 
persecuted the Baptists in many 
places. But in their fight for religious 
and civil freedom the Baptists won 
the highest esteem of the colonists. 

That the established church should 
si de with the crown and Baptists wi th 
the patr iots was inevitable. The 
Bri tish government supported the 
state church and paid the salary of 
the clergy with taxes. 

Baptists, on the other hand , saw in 
the war for independence a fight for 
rel igiou s l iberty as well. They . \~ere 
convinced there could be no rehgtous 
freedom as long as church and stat e 
are l inked . 

The established church did not re
t rea t w ithou t a struggle, however. 
They preached loyalt y to the crown 
from the pulpit and accused their 
congregations of treason. One church 
was so incensed by the charges of 
thei r parson that they took him out 
of the building following a sermon 
and whipped him . 

A nother clergyman took his pistols 
i nto the pulpi t, announced he was 
going to read all the prayers for the 
king and the royal family, and 
declared he would shoot anyone who 
tried to stop him. 

Not many o f the established clergy 
were so bold, however. Most of them 
closed thei r churches and fled, many 
returning to England . Only a few 
dared to remain in the colonies. 

(A Bicentennial Feature. 0 ) 
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RECOMMEND 
From the General 

Council to the 

RECOMMENDATION I 
Conference Purpose and Goals for 1977-79 

Purpose of the N.A .B. Conference: 

T? bring abou t spiri1 ual and numerical grow1h in 1he 
K1~~dom of God by the enabling power of. 1he H oly 
Sp mt a nd through the unified effon s of Con ference 
~hurches a nd agencies : winning people to Christ , bap1iz
ing th em and teaching 1hem to obey 1he Word of God as 
loyal disciples. 

A. CH URC H G ROWTH 

l. !o make l 80,000 ch urch growth contacts resul! ing 
in a net membership increase of2,300 for 1977. 

2. !o make 205,000 church growth contacts result ing 

3 
; a net membership increase o f 2, 700 for J 978. 

. . o make 240,000 church growth contacts resulting 

4 in a net membership increase of3, l OO for 1979. 
. Tl9o77start 10 new ch urches in each of rhe years 

, l978and 1979 . 

5. To pr?vide services which wi ll help churches to 
gr?':" in all phases of chu rch minis1ry such as 
f~' r! tual . grow1l~, leadership abil ity , unit y, mat ur~ 

g in fallh and increase in the body o f C hr ist B. MISSIONS · 

I . ~hou r P;oclaim_ the gospel through eva ngelism, 
d .c p lant.mg, church work , education a nd 

me ical services (when needed) in Cameroon, 
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Triennial 
Conference 

Some recommendations adopted by the General Council 
on May 20-22, 1976, will be presented to the delegates of 
the 38th Triennial Conference, Portland, Oregon, J~ily 
27-Aug. l, 1976, for consideration and act~on are bemg 
reported here. Some of the recomme~1dat10ns ~re the 
result of studies by the Conference Planmng Comnuttee. 

II c=: 
~?' 

Dr. Frank H. Woyke, former Executive Secretary, was the invited guest to 
the sessions of the General Counc il and the following ded1ca11on o f the 
N.A.B. In ternational Office in Oakbrook Terrace. 

Dr. G. K. Zimmerman (lef t). execut ive secretary, gives recognit ion lo 
Wil liam Kresal , o ffice business administra lor, for his ou l standing work 
done in connect ion with the relocation of the Conference Office. 

Nigeria, Japan , Brazil and .the United ~t~ tes, 
through the witness a nd service. o f . 11 0 m1ss10n
aries a nd short term miss ionaries m l 977, 11 4 
missionaries in 1978 a nd 120 miss ionaries in I 979. 

2. T o proclaim the gospel by provid ing hospital 
trea tment a nd medica l care for more than 100,000 
patien ts in Cameroon a nd Nigeria for each year 
of 1977 10 1979. 

3 To maintain a Bible college in Cameroon wit h a n 
. enro llment of a t least 100 slUdents by 1977, 11 0 

by 1978 a nd 120 by 1979. 
4. To establish more firmly the Bible school in 

Nigeria wit h an enrollment of 25 by 1977, 30 by 
1978 a nd 40 by 1979. 

5 . To establish a new pastora l tra ining program in 
J apan dur ing 1977-79 . 

6. To expand the number of centers for Theological 
Education by Extension (TEE) in Brazil. 

-
Two o f the General Council members, the Rev. Isador Faszer and_ Mr. Ed 
Streuber, both from Canada, in deep thought as they are studying the 
Council report s. 

Mrs. Jeanette Ste in, W.M.U. president , and the Rev. Fred Folkerts, .asso· 
elate secretary for overseas missions. listening to an ongo ing discus· 
sion. 

7. T o provid e consullation 10 ~s~oc i.a t i ~n. i_n 
becoming in volved in inner cit y m1~1s_tnes tn thetr 
a rea a nd 10 a ssist them with subsidies Ill estab
lishing such min istr ies . 

C. RECRU ITING AN D TRAINING LEADERS 
The goals for thi s area wi ll be submi tted m a 
special report a t 1 he Triennial Con f erencc. 

D . ST E WARDSHIP . . 
I . To assist local churches in stewardship educati on 

by providing resource materials and by conduct
ing IO seminars each year for 1977-79. 

2 . To provide reliable es tate planning in format ion 
a nd counseling regarding wills , trusts and tax sav
ings opportunities to our people. 

3. T o secure additional commit ments for N .A .B. 
ministries through wills, tru sts and ot her estate 
planning agreements o f $2,50~,000 in l 977, 
$3 000 000 in 1978 and $3,500,000 m 1979. 

4 . T; rai ~e $2,800,000 in 1977 a nd adequa te funds in 
1978 a nd 1979 to meet the approved con ference 
mission a nd ministry budget. 

5 . To increase deposits in the Church Extension 
Inves tors Fu nd 10 a total of $1,200,000 by 1977 , 
$1,600,000 by 1978 a nd $2,000,000 by 1979 . 

E . FE LLOWSHIP 
I . Associat ions 

a . To encourage part1c1pa t ion 1n association 
sponsored opportu nities for fellowship, 
ministry and learn ing. 

2 . Con ference 
a . T o provide opportunit ies for fe llowship and 

learning for youth a t the 1977 North 
American Baptist Youth Congress . 

b. To provide fellowship and contdinu
1
in_g 

education opportunities for pastors an t i ~1 r 

fam ilies a t the 1978 Nort h American Baptist 
Pastors Con ference . 

c . To provide opportu 111t1es '.or fel lowship , 
inspirat ion a nd deci sion mak mg a1 the 1979 
T riennia l Conference, Bismarck , Nort h Da
kota . 

d. To provide for a lay persons conference in 
G reen Lake, Wis . , in 1977 . 

3 . Baptist Wo rld Allia nce . 
a . To encourage part icipation in the 1977 Bapust 

'vVorld All ia nce Women's Continental Con
gress in 1he Bahamas. 

b . T o encourage part icipa1ion in the 1978 Bapt ist 
World Yout h Conference in Hong Kong. 

F . A ID TO NEEDY 
I . To funher the ministry to 1he aging by sponsoring 

con fere nces on "Minis1ry \Vi1 h the Aging" fo r 
Baptist H om e leader and other in1erested per
sons . 

2 . To d istribut e financia l aid and pensions to 
pasto r , pasto r 's wives and o ther C hr ist ian 
workers . 

3. To receive a nd di str ibute funds to help mcc1 the 
needs of people through the Bapti st W orld A ll i
ance Relief Fu nd . 

RECOMMENDATION II 
Church Extension Department 

The N .A . B. C hurch Extension program wa o fficially 
launched at the Triennia l Conference session of \ 952. 
The program has been operated by a co mmittee which 
was appoin ted annually by the Board o f Mis ·ions . T h e 
Board of Missions a t its 1975 e ion a pprowd that a 
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The General Council sessions were held in one of the con ference rooms 
at the Oak Brook Hyatt House. 

Church Extension Department be established wit h a 
separate board . From the beginning Church Extension 
had a small budget and program. However, in recent 
years Church Extension has become one of the major 
emphases of the Conference. At the present time there 
are over 40 church extension churches and 27 local 
Associa tion Church Extension Commi1tees. 
I Goals of the Church Extension Department. 
The primary purpose o f this organization shall be to 
reach and win the lost to Jesus Christ through a unified 
effort o f esta blishing new churches in our home mission 
areas . Some specific goals are: 

I . To keep the vis ion of church extension before 
our established churches; 

2. To uti lize every opportunity to provide our own 
people with a Nort h American Baptist church 
when they move into new communities; 

3. To aid a nucleus of believers toward becoming a 
Church Ext ension Church: 

4. To ass ist fin ancially in the acquisition of land 
sites and the building church faciliti es thro ugh 
grants and loans ; 

5. To give guidance and work with Church 
Ex tension Associa ti on Commiltees. 

II Recommendati ons to the Triennia l Conference . 
A. That a Church Ex tension Department be 

established. 
B. That a Church Extension Board be form ed and 

that the present Church Extension Committ ee be 
termi na ted. 

C. That th e Church Extension Board be composed 
of the foll owing: 

I . VOTING MEM BERS: 
J 2 elected by the Triennia l Conference, 
two representat ives from each area (6 
laypersons, 6 ministers) 
General Secretary o f Church Extension 
a nd Genera l Treasurer o f the Con
ference (2) elected by the Triennia l Con
ference The Area Secretaries (6) 

2. EXOFFICIO NON-VOTI NG: 
Associa te Secretary for Church Ex ten
sion 
Comptroller of the Conference 
Executive Secreta ry of the Conference 
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D. That the C hurch Extension Department s taff 
consist of: 

Genera l Secreta ry o f Church Extension 
(elected by the Conference) 
~ssociate Secretary for Church Exten
sion (appointed by Church Extension 
Board) 

RECOMMENDATION 111 
Change of Conference Name 

The General Council is r . 
''General '' f h P oposrng to drop the word 

rom t e name of the N h . 
tist General Conference. Inasmuch Ort Amencan Bap-
now organized into local associa t" as the Conference is 
local conferences and the term "1~ns , w~, !10 longer have 
unnecessary. enera thus becomes 

Removing the word "Genera l" also m . . 
ly that we might be mistaken for oth akes it l ~ss 1_1ke
that have the word "General". h . er denom111at1ons 

111 t e1r names. 

RECOMMENDATION IV 
_F ull-time Staff Members to Vote 

In Article II of th e North A . 
f c · . mencan Baptist c erence onst1tut1on those perron . on-
be voting members of the C J f s are listed who are to 
a re Conference workers who ~~eere~c~. lnclu_d~d therein 
provis ion is made, however f Cor a1ned m1111sters . No 
such as ihe Comptroller B o: onference lay workers, 
Work Director Ch urch L' i·t us111ess Manager' Women 's 
C II ' era ture Editor d . o ege or Seminary facult y. ' non-or amed 

The Genera l Council is rec . 
s tit~tion be changed to mak omm~ncl1ng that the con
fessional staff work l e ful l-time Conference pro
American Baptist C ersf w io a re members o f North 
members of the Conf on erence churches to be voting 

ere nee 
I:Jeretofore, such perso~s 

their respective churches a : ou ld be delega tes only if 
their own delega te ppo1n1ed them delegates out of 

quot as . 

RECOMMENDATION V 
I . 1978-80 Capital Funds Campaign 
. t is recommended that h . 
include an approx · t e nex t capital funds campaign 
be launched in th 

1~ait goa l of three million dollars and 
paid over a thre ~ a of !978. T he covenants are to be 
sions, church ex te y~a r period . The depa rtmen ts of mis
la ting their needse~~~n, :0~!e?e and _seminary are formu 
a1the 1ime o f ti T . ~noi tlies, which will be presen1 ed 

ie n enn1a l Con ferencc sessions. D 

Opening Remarks to the 
General Council in Session 
M ay 20-22,1976,atOak 
Brook Hyatt House, 

Oak Brook, Illinois Mr. Delmar Wesseler (right), Conference moderator, Dr. G. K. Zimmer· 
man, executive secretary, and Mrs. Ilse Mollenhauer, secretary to Dr. 
Zimmerman, at the Counci l head table. 

Daily newspapers carry 1he records of 
pannerships that fail. We know that 
when Paul declared, "We are laborers 
together with God," he wro1e of a pan 
nership that wi ll never fail. When we 
link our lives with God , he will never 
fail us or forsake us. 

In Mauhew 28 :20 Jesus said , "Lo, I 
am wi1h you alway, even umo 1he end 
of the world ." Here Chris1 is assuring 
us of his power, giving us a commis
sion, and promising us his presence. 
When Paul made his immonal s1a1c
mcn1 that "we are laborers together 
with God, " I think he could have im
plied these things: " We have work to 
do, ours is a cooperative labor, and we 
have an unfai ling partner." 

As we real ize in this partnership that 
we have work 10 do, we remember that 
ou r Lord perfor med the task nearest to 
him . As Nonh American Baptist Con
ference we cannot escape the urgency of 
the task that is ours as laborers in this 
needy world . God has plac~d in our 
hands the means 10 work w11h an ex
tremely urgent program geared 10 
worldwide proportions. We understand 
1ha1 ours is a cooperative labor. In 
spi ritual unity there is strength , ~s 
cooperation and dedication go hand m 

hand . 
In the early years of the space pro

gram, a reporter as ked Ala~ Shep~rd 
why he used the term "we" m relaung 
his reactions and experiences in space; 
the young astronaut replied, " I am 
keenly aware of the efforts of scores of 
people who worked together to make 
possible this first thrust i1110 space. In a 
very real sense they were wi th me all the 
way." 

The abi lity to labor together is of 
supreme importance in any undertaking 
but it is absolutely indispensible to His 
ki ngdom's work . Nothing wi ll reviia lize 
a church and denomination more than 
i1s members rising in a great, unified ef
fort , to meet some definite challenge or 
some stated need. We have seen 1his 
happen during th is 1riennium. We have 

Mr. Delmar Wesse/er is the moderator 
of the North A 111erican Baptist Con
ference and a 111e111ber of First Baptist 
Church, Lorraine, Kansas. 

by Delmar Wesseler 

" I wonder, i f they wi ll l isten 
to my opinion." Mr. C. B. 
Johansson o f Auburn , 
Mich., represented the 
Michigan Associat ion. 

seen 1his happen because we have an un
failing partner! 

We are laborers toget her with God . 
We have experienced hours of uncer
ta inty and frustrations with disappoint
ments and doubts, bu1 again Paul 's 
words resounded in our hearts, " If God 
be for us, who can be against us?" 
Much of our business these days wi ll be 
concerned with our budget. We may 
notice that people can quite easily see 
Ihe tangible results of the denomina
tion's work and giving, but it is only 
when they act ively participate that they 
sense the imensi1 y of world vision which 
backs the offerings and work . Conser
vative leaders would set the goal near 
the previous year's receipts. The more 
courageous thrill at 1he prospect of 
reaching a higher goal. Our experiences 
of the pas1 three years proves my con
vic1ions that the program and funds are 
growing, because 1he program is based 
on prayer. Money can buy plane tickets 
for missionaries, but only prayer can 
draw forth 1he dedication of li ves for 
mission service . Money can erect church 
ex tension churches, but it tak es prayer 
to fill 1hcm with responsive people. 
Money can build missionary homes but 
only prayer can inspire the people in 
them 10 live and work with a successful 
witness. Money can broadcast the 
message of salvat ion throughout the 
world, but prayer opens ears and hean s 
10 its meaning. 

The $2,800,000 goal now before us is 
but a prelude to an even more challeng
ing future. North American Bapti ts are 
engaged in a Conference-wide emphasis 
of sharing Christ through their bold 
mission effon s, evangelization, educa
tion and Church Extension with a goal 
of I 0 new churches per year. Our goal 
in 1976 is $2,524,000, which in 1977 
possibly will climb to $2 ,800,000 which 
may seem excessive to some but as we 

consider the opportunities of the present 
in this world of need, we thank God for 
1he vast resources he has provided 
1h roughou1 our Conference. True 
stewardship demands our time, ta lents 
and money . All of us have these, the 
question is how are we going 10 let God 
work through us 10 them. 

May our love for Chris! and the work 
of his kingdom increase, and may we go 
forward to greater gifts of love and 
greater works. May these days of the 
annual sessions of the General Council 
cause us 10 hear what God is saying and 
how all of us can respond in obedience 
and service. O 
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AmenCan ~aptist ~zll cf <3Zi!fhts 
Approved in 1939 by 
THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
THE NORTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
THE NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION 

Providence Plantations , he started a political movement 
which made the Colony of Rhode Island the asylum of 
the persecuted and the home of the free. 

A P RONOUNCEMENT 
UPON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

No issue in modern life is more urgent or more com
plicated than the relation of organized religion to 
organized society. The sudden rise of the European dic
tators to power has changed fundamentally the organic 
Jaw of the governments through which they exercise 
sovereignty, and as a result , the institu tions of religion 
are either suppressed or made subservient to the ~m
bitious national programs of these new totalitarian 
states . 

Four Theories of the Relation 
of Church and State 

There are four conceptions of the relation of Church 

and State: 
J. The Church is above the State, a theory held by 

those who claim tha t their ecclesiastical head is the vicar 
of Christ on earth. 

2. The Church is alongside of the State, a theory held 
by the State C hurches of various countries . 

3. The State is above the Church, a theory held by the 
totalitarian governments . 

4. The Church is separate from the State, championed 
by the Baptists everywhere, and held by those govern
ments that have written religious liberty in to their fun 
damental law. 

Baptists Opened the Door of Religious Liberty 
Three hundred years have passed since the es ta blish

ment under Baptist leadership of the first civil govern
ment in which full rel igious liberty was gran ted to the 
citizens forming the compact. The o rigina l document, 
preserved in the City H all, Providence, Rhode Island, is 
a covenant of citizens : "We, whose names are hereun
der, desirous to inhabit in the town of Providence, do 
promise to subject ourselves in active or passive obe
dience to all such orders or agreements as shall be made 
for public good for the body in an orderly way, by the 
major assent of the present inh abitants, masters of 
families, incorporated together into a town fellowship, 
and such others whom they shall admit unto themselves, 
only in civil things . " These four concluding words 
opened wide the door to religious liberty. 

Provided An Asylum for the Persecu ted 
This document was written three hundred years ago by 

Roger Williams, a Baptist minister and a student under 
Lord Coke, who had been banished from the Colony o f 
Massachusetts for his espousal of the freedom of con
science. The founder of a civi l commonwealth called the 
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Laid the Foundations of Religious L iberty 
The Baptists of E ngland through Leonard Busher had 

in 1614 pleaded with James I for freedom o f conscience. 
Roger Will iams became the Apostle of Rel ig ious Liberty 
in Colonial America . Dr. John Clarke, the pastor of the 
Baptist Church of Newport, Rhode Island, as agent of 
the Rhode Island Colony and Providence Plantat ions 
secured from Charles II in 1663 a charter in which th~ 
religious liberty claimed by the colonists was guaranteed 
th rough a royal decree . For the first time in the history 
of the world a civil government was founded that 
guaranteed to its inhabitants absolute religious freedom. 

Pleaded For the Religious Rights of all Men 
The Baptists of the Colony of Virginia where, between 

l 767 and ~ 778, forty-two Baptist ministers were jailed 
for preaching the gospel, through repeated memor· I 
p leaded with the authorities for religious liberty. Favo~~~ 
by the leadership of Thomas Jefferson, James Mad ison 
George Mason, John Leland, and other lovers of 
freedom th ey secured the free exercise of religio n 
through th_e passage of the Stat ute E~tab lish ing Relig io us 
Fr7e?om in 1?86 .. Not_ c_o~tent w1 ~h the wi nning of 
religious equality in Virginia, Baptis ts scrutin ized ti 
terms of t l~e Feder.a l Constitut ion and were largely i~~ 
strumental in secur ing the passage of the First Ame d
ment, ~hich declare~ that "Congress shall ma ke no l~w 
rhespefcung an . estahb!Jshmf :~t of religion, o r prohibit ing 
t e ree exer~1se t ereo . As_ to this, see the fetter of 
George Washington to the Baptists of Virginia. 

Relig ious libert y, as our Baptist forefathers defined it 
was a n emancipat ion from governmental and al l ot he; 
coercive rest rictions, tha t thwarted the free exercise of 
religion, and the high purpose to achieve a Ch rist-l ike 
character. 

Baptists Stress Spirituality 
The principles tha t animate the ac tivit ies of the Bap

t ists, pri nciples which they hold clearly to be taught in 
the New Testament, a re the wor th of the indi vidual; the I 
necess ity of the new bir th; the preservation of C hristian 
truth in Christian symbols ; spiri tua li ty, o r th e free pur
suit o f Chri stian piety; the persuad ing of o thers through 
personal test imony, by the life of example, the preaching 
of the gospel a nd the creation of Christ ian instit ut io ns , 
10 the end that the unbel ieving will be reconciled to God 
through a persona l fa ith in Jesus C hrist; the organ iza
tion of groups of obedien t believers into churches of 
Christ, democratic in the processes and theocratic in the 
principles of their govern ment, a nd the continued uplift 
in g of human society through the Spi ri t of Christ and 

the ideals of His Kingdom , having as its final objective 
the establishm ent of the eternal, unchanging purpose of 
Almighty God in the hearts o f men and the institutions 
of mankind . 

Affirm the Competency 
of the Human Soul in Religion 

The conception of the dignity of the individual, as 
held by Baptists, is grounded in the conviction that every 
soul possesses the capacity and the inalienable right to 
deal wi th God for himself, and to deprive any soul of 
his r ight of direct access to God is to usurp the prerog
atives of the individual and the functions of God . 

Free Churches Within A Free Sta te 
Standing as we do for the principle of voluntariness in 

religion , grounded upon the competency of the human 
soul, Baptists are essentially antagonistic to every form 
of rel igious coercion or persecution . We admit to our 
membership only those who give evidence that they are 
regenerated, but we recognize gladly that the grace of 
God is not limited to those who apply to us, and tha t 
our spiritual fell owship embraces all who have ex
perienced the new birth and are walking in newness of 
life, by whatever name they may be called . We hold that 
the Church of Christ , which in the Bible is called "the 
body of Christ," is not to be identified with any denom
ination or Chu rch that seeks to exercise ecclesiastical 
authority, bu t includes all the regenera ted whoever and 
wherever they are, as these are led by the Holy Spirit. 
This C hurch is a body wit hout formal organization, and 
therefore cannot enter into contractual rela t ions on any 
basis with the State. For this reason, Baptists believe in 
Free C hurches wit hin a Free State. 

Today Baptists Feel C onstrained 
to Declare Their Position 

Since every session of the Congress considers legisla
tion that raises the question as to the relation of the 
Federal Government to the institu tions and the agencies 
of religion, and since recently many tendencies have ap
peared that involve the freedom of religion and con
science a nd further more, since there are some state con
sti t utio~s which do not have embodied in them the Bill 
o f Rights of the Federal Constitution , America n Baptists 
feel constrained to decla re their posit ion and their con
vict ions . 

T he Trend Toward Paternalism 
Today the trend of government, even in democratic 

count ries, lies in the di rection of greater centralization . 
The philanthropic act ivit ies of the churches within the 
United States are being taken over by the government. 
The defective , the indigent, and the dependent groups of 
our socia l order have long been supported from public 
funds. The greates t charity agency on earth today is our 
Federal Government. More and more the people are 
looking to the State to provide . As a na tion we are 
becoming paternalistic . Efforts are now being made to 
place in the ha nds of the government the pensioning of 
those who are employed by the churches and the agen
cies that serve them; to grant to sectarian schools finan-

cial aid from tax-raised funds, and to support from pub
lic funds institu tions that are established and managed 
by sectarian bodies . 

Baptists Condemn the Union 
of Church and State 

Baptists hold that the coercion of religious bodies 
through special taxes, the use of tax-raised funds for sec
tarian schools, and the appropriation of public m oney to 
inst itutions created to extend the power and influence of 
any religious body, violate the spirit of the F irst Amend
ment and resul t in the union of State and Church . 

Oppose Special Favors Extended to Any 
Ecclesiastical Body 

We oppose the establishing of diplomatic relations 
with any ecclesiastical body, the extension o f special 
courtesies by our government to any ecclesiastical of
ficial as such and the employment of a ny of the 
branches of dur national defense in connection with 
religious services that are held to honor any ecclesias_tical 
leader. All such violations of principle must be resisted 
in their beginnings. 

Citizens of Two Commonwealths 
We acknowledge ourselves to be ci tizens of two com

monwea lths, one earthly, the Uni ted States, the other 
heavenly, the Kingdom of God, and we claim the r~ght 
to be good citizens of both . We recognize the sovereign
ty of the State and we g ive allegiance to the State, but 
we cannot give to the State the control of our con
sciences . We must obey God rather than men . 

The governmen t resorts to coercion; we use persua
sion . The government has a uthori ty over the acts of its 
citizens; we have to do with the m otives. The business of 
the government is to make good laws; our business is to 
make good citizens who continue to demand the enact
ment of better laws, embodying higher and sti ll h igher 
ethical standards . The end of governmental administra
tion is equal justice under law. T he end of our endeavor 
is the establishment of the will of God in the hearts and 
institutions of men . If one of us accepts an office in the 
government, he recognizes it not only as a public trust, 
bu t also as a divine entrustment ; for the powers tha t be 
are ordained of God . In a democracy like ours, it is 
possible to be a loyal American and a devoted Christian. 
This is true because religious libert y is an essential part 
of our fundamental law. 

Defenders of Religious Liberty 
Believing religious liberty to be not only an inalienable 

human right, but indispensable to human welfare , a 
Baptist m ust exercise himself to the utmost in the 
maintenance of absolute religious liberty for his Jewish 
neighbor, his Catholic neighbor, his P rotestant neighbor, 
a nd for everybody else. Profoundly convinced that any 
deprivat ion of this right is a wrong to be challenged. 
Baptists condemn every form of compulsion in religion 
or restraint of the free consideration of the claims o f 
religion . 

We stand for a civil state, "with full liberty m 
religious concernments ." D 
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PERSONAL THE TESlAMr;NTARY TRUST 
ESTATE {A Trust Ct1:i. f d hV Will) by Alfred Weisser. Estate Pla1111i11g 

PLANNING ~ate VT counselor 

The testamentary trust is a useful de
vice in estate planning to take advan
tage of tax laws as provided by the 
Internal Revenue Code. It can be 
applied to estates of $75.000 and over. 
depending on the needs. wishes and Jiv
ing standards of the people involved. 

Our courts have held that i t is the 
?uty of a person to arrange his affai rs 
in such a way that he and his estate will 
not pay unnecessary taxes. To imple
ment the testamentary trust. both hus
b~~d and wi fe need separate wills pro
viding for such a trust. The estate is 
then divided by ti tle or tenancy in com
mon (one half to each spouse.) The 
trust is not operative until after the 
death of the first spouse. 

The surviving spouse may be the 
trustee_ ?f the trust wi th the right of 
supervision of the investment and in
come. He or she receives the income 
from the trust as long as one li ves and 
then it passes to the children or wher
ever designated. fl is assu red for the 
children. or as designated. and cannot 
be passed to a future husband. wife or 
anyone e!se. The surviving spouse may 
also receive from the corpus or princi 
ple of the trust 5 percent or $5,000 an
nually. whichever is greater. 

A secondary trustee is needed- a 
well trusted individual who has the wel
fare of the family at heart. He has 
control of the corpus. or principle of the 
trust. to remove it from the estate for 
estat_e . tax savings. H e may allow the 
s~rviving spouse to invade the principle 
0 

the trust for emergencies or to Jive 
as he or h h 
I. s e as been accustomed to 
ive. but n t t I 

· . 1 ° o a low the use of the pnncip e of th 
long as th . e testamentary trust as 
is not used eir Town share of the estate 
leave th . he surv1v1ng spouse may 

e trust ea · · 
may also graduaf;nmgs m ~he trust and 
into the t Y put their own estate 

cstamenta t . . 
the liability f ry rust to elimmate 

or estate taxes on his or 
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her est4t tl1c $60,000 
exempti011e· Because of 11 retain ap
proxim<t t • the survivor c'1 10re in his 
or her CsC ly $65,000 or fl riot be sub
ject to es' <tte which would c,:pcnses are 
deductec1 1<lte taxes after e nmoun t of 
the dec1L;e ~epending on tl1 

1f gifts libfe expenses. . 
5 

or charity 
while l iv· <lre given to heir that estate 
taxes are irig, to the extent J11· the wi lls 
should be 11 0 longer a pro~1e:i t c the pro
visions Of revised to el in1 111 trust. Your 
wi ll sho1.q the testamentar>' unify to see 
if i t still cl be reviewed al1 11 

;if1Y change 
in heirs, ~e?ts your nced~~e of the es
tate and 

1
g1v1ng interest. s1 

Any gifa)( law changes. J ictible from 
the estate t lo chari ty is dC Li t is recom
mended ,:or tax purposes- bC given to 
the Lord's il t a percentage nnt sum or 
to heirs Work instead o f a are always 
availabf~ ~lso. Percentage; ' bu l sta ted 
sums . rn 4~f anything is Je t~5 1 a tes may 
give $25 0 not be. Larger (l'lore to the 
Lord's w0 Oo to SS0,000 or 11e estate or 
the heirs. rk at no cost to ~te tax scale 

Because the eS1' 

Upon Death 
Trust is 

~ Activated. 
everal Options 
A. re Available 

Heirs and 
Charity 

ranges froll) 
3 

. 05t will be 
reduced ace · 77%, the gift c .0 11 • when 

Otd · I I dditi assets are t 1ng y. n a estate for 
tax purposes<lken out of the. jta l gains 
tax savings .' there may he cilP Charita-

a 11c1 . · CJ 
blc Remairici 1f placed 1n 11pproxi-
ma!ely 8 Pe er Trust can e;irri fife. 

tccnt a nnua lly for 

Neither the author, the publisher. 
nor this organiza tion is engaged in ren 
dering legal or tax advisory service. 
The advice of a competent attorney or 
other professional person, well versed 
in estate planning. should be sought so 
the requirements of the laws in vari 
ous states be met and the advantages 
of the testamentary trust be fully uti f 
ized. D 

There's 
Will-Wisdom 

• 1n a 
Testamentary Trust 

(A Trust Created by Will) 

A dvantages 
I . Flexibi li ty. 
2. Estate Tax Savings. 
3. Benefi ts to Family and God's work. 
4. Provision for minor children. 
5. Management of Assets. 

Write today for the brochure. "There's 
Wi ll-Wisdom in a Testamentary Trust," 
and learn more about th is flexible vehicle. 

l
p ie-a~~- -;;~ d-l ~f~-r~~;~i-;~-;~g;~di ~~ ~------ -

''There's Will -Wisdom in a Testamen
tary 

O Trust." 
0 I would like a personal contact wi thout 

cost or obligation to me. 
Name ____________ ~ 

Address, ____________ _ 

Send to: Everelt A. Barker, North American 
Bapt ist Conference, I So. 210 Summit Ave., 
Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, IL 60181 
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SO~IE-
THING 
ELSE! 

by Rod Rosentreter 
Jus t a fter World War II when mos t 

of the Veterans were starting their 
f amili es and the children were too 
young for camp, our Sunday School 
c lass The Ambassadors of lm
manu'e1 Baptis t Churc h in Po~tland 
too k on the project of sending a 
young fe llo w and hi s sister to sum
m er camp. 

At this cam p Ralph Nel~on h~d 
his f irs t contact with real live mis
s io naries a lso a t the same camp 
was another young fellow by the 
nam e of Fred Moore,- but that 's 
another story. 

Under the mini stry o f the Rev. Ot
to Roth and the g uidance o f the 
deacons, Ralph Nelson continued to 
grow in the Lord and to seek more 
k now ledge by putting himsel f 
through Multnomah Schoo l of the 
Bible and Biola o f Los Angeles, 
where he was to become ac 
quainted with Martha Slaydon ~nd 
later to become husband and w ife, 
at th e Baptist Mano r in Portland 
under the m ini stry of Rev. Henry 
Barne t. . 

They spent f our years with the 
Unevangelized Fie lds in the Ama
zon , Brazil. The Lord works in 
s trang e ways; they lost ! hei r sup
port in the fa ith miss ion 1ust when 
we s tarted an N.A .B. work in South · 
ern Brazil. They were appointed as 
missio naries to work w ith o ur two 
miss ionary couples already in Rio 
Grande Do Sul. 

In February o f 1976 my w ife ~nd I 
were privileged t o go to Brazil to 

Mr. Rod Rosentreter is a 111e111ber of 
l m111a1111el Baptist Church, Portland, 
Oregon. 

,,. 
f 

Ralph and Martha Nelson 

see our mission wo rk f irst hand. We 
arrived at Porto Alegre and were 
met by the Nelsons. A s ix hour auto 
drive took us to Santo Angelo , 
Nelsons Braz il ian hom e. 

We were unable to vis it all 14 
churc hes Ralph serves, but those 
we did see and m embers and pas
tors we talked w ith really appreciate 
the work our N.A .B. missio n is do
ing for them . 

The Nelsons are true ambassa
dors for Christ, and we fel t a real 
Christian love with the people we 
were to meet. The language barrier 
was diffi cult but with th e Nelsons or 
th eir chi ldren translating the Por
tugese and wit h som e German we 
were able to v isi t in the Santo 
Ang elo area. 

We also s tayed two ni ghts w ith 
the Rabenhorsts in Bento and also 
visited the ho me and c hurch of the 
Effas in Caxias. Our three week trip 
was full - neither o f us having been 
on an airplane be fore, going into a 
place where the further Sou th the 
less English was spoken to no En
glish at a ll in Santo Angelo, yes, I 
would say the Lo rd looks af ter hi s 
own-our connections o n n ine ai r
lines surely were in his hands. The 
food was good and restaurants rea
sonable priced - the Brazilian coffee 
was someth ing e lse; eating water
m elon and 90° weather in February 
after com ing fro m ra iny Oregon was 
quite a change also . 

We can' t say enough for our mis
sion work in Brazil. Don 't forget , 
they need our prayers, letters and 
Kil o Boxes. 0 

• 

ho oh reu ems 
by B. C. Schreiber 

I n My Father's House. By Corrie ten 
Boom, Old Tappan, N. J ., Fleming H . 
Revell Co . $6.95. 

With the help of a co-author, Carole 
C. Carlson, M iss ten Boom has given us 
a delight fuf and inspirational account of 
her life during the years before "The 
H iding Place." Beginning with her ear
liest chi ldhood on up to her fiftieth year 
Corrie shares her experiences in a happy 
Christian home, her pleasant relation
ships with friends and relatives, as well 
as her interest in taking care of mis
sionary foster children. 

The many int imate fami ly photos 
gives the reader a nostalgic feeling of 
what genuine family togetherness really 
means. 

Tested by Fire. By Merri l and Virginia 
Womach, Old Tappan, N . J., Fleming 
H . Revell Co. $4 .95 . 

Few Christians are able to go through 
a Job-li ke trial as Merril Womach did 
and come out wi th such great courage 
and fa ith . Fortunately he did not have a 
wife who advised him to " curse God 
and die, " although. she fainted a few 
times before she could again look at his 
grotesque face that was burned beyond 
recognition, the result of a plane crash . 

Aft er more than fifty painful surger
ies that reconstructed his face and 
hands, Merri l Womach is devoting his 
fife more than ever to the spreading of 
God's Word through music. His wife 
Virginia testifies that "out of the suffer
ing God was making something beauti 
ful in our lives. " 

Second Chance. By David and Sarah 
Yan Wade, Plain field , N. J. Logos In
ternational $3 .50. 

The book fo llows a unique format, 
used occasionally, in which the authors 
write alternate chapters. David and 
Sarah describe their tragic experience 
from their individual point of view- he 
as a bitter failure in business, and al
coholic; she as a frustrated, disor
ganized wife and mother. Even after the 
divorce the hatred and bitterness were 
continued with the children caught in 
the middle. They were so far apart that 
it seemed impossible that a reconcil ia
tion could take place. Yet by the grace 
of God and the help of Christian friends 
a new romance was begun which ended 
happily in remarriage. 

Catherine Marshall describe it a "a 
great story of rediscovered love." A 
very exciting and inspiring book! • 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Dr. Borchert: 
Several of my friends have taken .up 

transcendental meditation and are try ing 
to get me to join them. They. say that 
there is nothing in this that is against 
my principles as a Christian. Is !here? 
. . . It seems !hat a lot of people here 
on the west coast have taken to this 
practice and I sure would like y ou to 
say something about it, becau~e the 
ans wers I 'm getting are prelly th 111 and 
are not very S{//isfactory . G.S. 

DearG.S.: b 
Thank you for your letter. The pro -

lem is not merely being felt on the west 
coast but throughout the country . 
Moreover, one of the reasons ther~ have 
been some hesitations in respond111~ to 
this phenomenon is that, like the ancient 
mystery religions which flouris~ed . w~en 
Christianity first started, there 1s a k111d 
of in-group paltern of experience whi<:h 
cloaks the meditation program Ill a th111 
vei l of mystery. 

But let me try 10 explain the sys tem to 
you . T.M. claims that it wil l produce 
sound phy5ical and mental hea lth as 
well as grea1er capacity in th inking, ac
tion, efficiency, and in loving and re
warding rela tionships. Its claims are 
supported by what devotees consider to 
be scientifically verified stat istics rela ted 
to the need for less sleep, less anxiety 
and less dependence upon drugs and al
cohol. For information relative 10 T. M. 
by Maharishi see: The Science of Being 
and Art of living 1966 (reissued 
recent ly as Transcendental Meditation) 
and Meditations of Maharishi Mahesh 
Yogi (Bantam Books, 1968). 

Address letters to Dean Gerald L. Bor
chert, N orth A 111erica11 Baptis1 Se111-
1110ry, 1605 S. Euclid Ave., Sioux Falls, 
S.D. 57105. 
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The T.M. technique is taught in seven 
simple steps . The first and second steps 
are avai lable free in in troductory lec
tures. These are fol lowed by an inier
view wi th the instructor. The final four 
sessions involve personal initia tion and 
instruction wherein the person becomes 
an official meditator. The iniriation fee 
is currently a whopping $125 .00. 

There are two extremely signi fica nr 
facets of T.M. First the initiation . This 
111111a11on involves the offering in 
grati tude to the Maharishi 's teacher, 
Guru Dev (or Divine Teacher) , of three 
pieces of sweet frui r, fresh flowers (at 
least six), and a clean handk erchief. 
This event takes place in a small room 
in which a pictu.re o f the "divine" Guru 
is hanging and the inst ructor chants a 
hymn of prai se to the gods and grcar 
teachers who have delivered to the pres
ent generat ion the specific met hod of 
th is meditation. The chant is in San
skrit. 

Second the Mantra and Meditation . 
During this time the instructor, having 
chosen a special Sanskri t word or man
tra, asks the devotee to repeat the word 
in meditating and not disclose it to any
one. He or she is taught to repeat it cor
rectly and not to move the lips or 
tongue during meditat ion. The eyes are 
to remain closed . This mantra is an im 
portant means in meditation and relaxa
tion . Accordingly, the selection process 
of the mantra is seen as significa nt in 
tha t it is to fit the meditator 's personal 
rhythm . Whenever the devotee's mind 
reaches a conscious level or senses medi
tation is taking place, the mantra is 
repeated. (Undoubtedly, the fact that 
the mantra is from an ancient fo reign 
language not only provides the aura of 
power bur also the vehicle for non
connective meditation which is necessary 
to the T.M. process .) It is recommended 
that the devotee spend twenry minutes 
twice a day in meditation. The devotee 
may return periodically for a resrimula 
tion of the meditation process. While 
what has been described is essentially 
the T.M. program, a meditator who 
wishes to teach may, after a long period 
of success wi th the program, be con
sidered for the instructor 's !ra in ing pro
gram. 

In evaluati ng medita tion and the 
T.M. process, it should be said that 
most people in our western world ha ve 
forgo tten the meaning of silence and 
prayer. Even our Lord Jesus spent time 
in prayer and fa sti ng. Who shou ld claim 
that we his followers wi ll have strength 
apart fro 111 111edi1a1ion? Undo ub ted ly, 
one of the rca\O n\ why T.M. ha\ made 
\ Lich inroads int o our 5ocicry i5 that 
Chr i ~tiam have thought rhat acli\'i\m i\ 
the lOtal contexr or new life . In my 
year\ a\ a Chri \ tian I ha ve had to lea rn 

repea tedly the need for periods of with
drawal, prayer and spiritual retreat. 
Even in our prayer life and devotions 
we general ly are so active in tel ling God 
our problems and desires l hat we could 
not hear him speak if we wan1ed him to 
do so . For a Bap1is1 10 spend a half
hour in silen1 prayer is very unusual; for 
a Baptist 10 spend longer is a rari1y . I 
can say t ha1 I learned a phenomenal les
son when I en1ered my first silen1 retrea t 
and spent the be11 er part of two days in 
silence . For mos1 of us, we have ye1 10 
discover the power of being alone wi th 
God . 

And this fac r leads to 111 y major cri 
tique about T.M. In the first place there 
is no quesrion rhat T.M. is basically 
Hindu in orientat ion. The Maharishi 
learned his technique as a disciple of 
Swami Brahmananda Saraswat i, a great 
Indian religious leader. The Sanskrit 
prayer reveals the orientation of the 
111ovemen1 and its syncretistic perspec
tive. Of course, it will accept Ch ristians 
into rhe movemen1. That has been the 
maj or problem of missionary work in 
India . Christ is not the unique mediator 
of God 's will. 

Secondly, T.M. reduces the answer to 
the great problem of sin and the re
bellion of mankind to meditation . 
Man's alienation from God cannot be 
solved by a mere self-imposed tech
nique , a technique which is in fact a 
poor copy of the real life of prayer and 
dependence upon the God of the Chris
tian . T.M. is a type of faith which 
makes belief irrelevan1. II in fact in
volves worship because the initiation 
service is called a puja, a fami liar San
skri1 word meaning worship. 

The testimonies from T.M. devoices, 
therefore, should make Christians more 
fully aware 1ha1 we have abandoned an 
importa nt pan of our Christian 111essage 
and that the Devil is always ready to 
supply an a lt ernative means whereby he 
can move the center of a Christ ian's 
concern away from Chri st Jesus, our 
Lord, 10 a fa lse god, image or method . 
In doing so he takes from Christ ians 
!hei r real basis for joy, freedom and 
zeal in witnessing. 

May God mak e us aware through the 
spread o f' T.M. 1ha1 we have to turn in 
the quietness of our Ji ves to our Lord 
for his strengt h and power and not to 
man-made alt cm at ives. G. L.B . 

P .S. Since you arc on the west coast, 
reco m111cncl that you write: 

Spiritual Count erfeits Projec1 
Berkeley Chris1ian Coali tion 
P .O. Box 4309 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

for some of their recenr pamphle1s on 
Transcenden ral Medita1ion. 

·e Janssen 
by Melod 1 

announce that Miss Melodie Janss~n.' 
We a~e pleased tO is the winner in the Senior High d1v.t-
Lorraine, Kansas, . As I See It" essay contest. She will 

• • f" h " rt CO r I ~1on . 0J t e Ame he Wycliffe Bible CommentarY_ Jor 1er 
1ece1v.e a ~opy of I Janssen is a member of the First B~p
contnbut1on. Miss rraine and al/ends Holyrood High 
t1s t Church of J,O 
Schoof . 

A I see it, is the land of the. fr~e . Our 
. rnerica, as ent was founded o.n . the pr~nc1ples o f 

American governf11e protection of individua l n ghts. Our 
demo~racy and th offers many rights and freedoms. LO 
American democ:acYunder it s rule. Both the Declarat.10 11 
the people who li ve d the Consti tution of the United 
of Independence a~inciple of democracy. 
States set forth th e P . dea that the government should 

Dem ocracy is the \he consent of the people who are 
draw its powers fro~ ericans have the right 10 elect 
governed . We, as a~ and e~force our laws . O ur gov-
representat ives to O:d a way 10 make cha nges whe~ 
ernment also provi ~st reali zed the importance o 

0 1on1s s . 
needed. The c ht and died for 11. 
democracy; they foug f Independence, writ1en a bout . 1 w~ 

The Declaratiof1 ° s 1·1re libert y a nd pursutt o 
guarantee ' f II st hundred years ago, ue our ambitions to the u e 

happiness . We can purs . ed position or wealth . 
·d to race, ct e , 1 0 r 

ex tent. wit hout regatd this libert y 10 ma ny. peop e. u 
America has grante . l"be ·ty moret ha nlt fe llself. 
forefathers value~ this 

1 
h 

1 
first ten amend 1:n~n t s to th~ 

Th e Bill of Rights, 1 e · 1 ts o f indt vtcluals an 
ts the n g i d of Constitution protec guara nt ees free om 

' endment ' · · d sta tes The first am the righ t to peut1on an · f the press, speech , freedom o 

. ns have the right to enca ' . f . 
freedom of religion We as A 111 do not in ring.e upon 
say wha t we fee] ~s lo~g as ~e the right to Print a~d 
Someone else's r · h We haV tO disagree, even With 

tg ts. · ht h 
read the truth . We have the ng freedom to me, t ough, 
a maj o rit y. The m ost important the right to worship 
is freedom Of relig ion . We h~V~e, th is freedom alone 
God .freely in our own waY · T e a ll LOO o fte~ tak~n for 
is p riceless . These freedoms ar ·1 is like to live Without 

(la! I granted . We do not know w . 
these freedom s. es many ot~er rights and 

The Bill o f Rights guarante tria l by JUry. Innocent 
freedoms . We have the right to .aan a ttitude. Americans 

. Arnenc . h I unul proven gui lty is ihe opertY Wll out t 1e due 
are free from seizure of priva te prfrom excessive fin es or 
process o f law. We are also. fre~ Riohts also reserves to 
unusua l punishment. The Btll ~ 

0
,:ers not given to the 

the states a nd the people, thos P 

federal government . freedoms to its cit izens. 
America offers ma ny ot her . own career. We can 

We have the righ t 10 choose ou~uct s or services as we 
own a business and sell ou.r .P

1 
ro o f free education . 

W I . ·1v1 ege 
choose . ea so enJoy the P'. us th e right to ~o any and 

These freedom s do not g ive 
1 

have the n ght to in-
everything we choose. We do nl oms a nd rights . We have 
f . a h 's freec o . nnge on no t er person . 

1 
t The cho ice is ours 

f d is n g 1 · · 1 he ree om to do what . rivileges which can be 
T hese freedoms a nd right s a te P 

taken away if misused . "S . Spano led Ba
11 11

e ·" 
. S K . the ta t "' ' t 

Francis cot t ey 111 f he free. The la nd f 
··b d A " he la nd o t o 

desc1 t e met tea as. t . . he vast spreading f 
the free- how true ll is! W1thf th U n.ted Stat ~ ?l l 

· le o t e t c es , s11 
Commumsm we, the peop blished in the Bill f 
enJ· oy the freedoms a nd rights e.sta . A . o 

·1 America menca Right s. Democracy still preva1 s in · · , a s 
. . th 1 d f den1ocracy a nd o f freedom . 0 I see tt, ts e a n o 
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An 
Invitation 
by Mrs. Jeanette Stein, 
president of the 
W.M.U., Winnipeg, 
Man. 
One day J esus invi1ed his disciples for a 
conference on 1op of a moun 1ain. The 
same 1hree, Pe1 er, James and John, who 
usually a11ended every1hing , accep1ed 
1he invitation and were soon on their 
way. 11 IOok time and effort bu1 i1 was 
well worth the expense. Pe1er was so 
overwhcl med I 11 11 1 he r> • o p o ,ctl 1 hu1 1 li ey 
all remain rhcn~ . 

r11 1: in v11a1 ion 10 <Ill end rile General 
Conference ha~ been given 10 our whole 
denomina1ional fami ly. A great number, 
!hose whb usually a11end everything, 
have accepted and are on their way to 
1he beautiful "ci1 y of roses. " 

Pe1er, James and John had been with 
Jesus for 1hree years. They had been 
close 10 him and had exper ienced almos t 
everything we ca n imagine. They had 
witnessed 1he blind receiving sigh!, the 
lame being made 10 wa lk, 1hc leper be
ing cleansed, even 1he dead rai \cd 10 life 
again. They probably didn '1 e.xpcc1 any-
1hing new anymore . How surpri \ed 1hey 
mu\1 have been when Jesu\ wa\ 1 ram
figu red before 1hcir eye\ . Wha1 a un ique 
experience! How mtH:h 1hey mu\ I have 
had 10 1ell. How 1he 01her\ mu\ I ha l'e 
cnl'ied 1hem and wi\hed 1hey had been 
prc\e111 , 100. 
. Many of 1ho\e ait cnding the w n
fcrcnce have known .l cs u\ for many 
year\ , had many wonderful experience\ 
~~Ybe_ feel they know all about J e\u\: 

et tht\ could be the \pecia l time for a 
new and gloriou\ experience. 

. Ehve~y grea1 religiou \ ex perience brings 
WJl 11 1he 1e · mp1a11on lo forger lhe 
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problems of lhe world and remain wi1h 
Jesus on ~ h e moun1ain . The purpose of 
I he experience, however' is to provide 
s1reng1 h and power lo cope wi1h lhe 
problems a t !he foot of 1he mouniain. 

Every added blessing brings along an 
added responsibi lity. O 

The Other Side 
by Mrs. Dorothy 
Hughes 

These thoughts by a preacher's ;r. 
d d ' iv1Je are 

e icared to those "pastors' wives" 
~~hose husbands are serving in related 
/1el~s, but no longer pastoring churches 
. Did you hear abou1 !he con fus~d 
mchworm? He was ordered to 
1 h · convert o t e metrrc sys1em and no lo k 
wha1 he was. nger new 

After .1wen1y yea rs as a pas1or's wif 
I am 1ry1 11g to convert . I mean I a _e, 
a pas1or 's wife, or lhe wife par1 ml s11ll 
bu1 lie · I a1 eas1 is no onger a pas1or Bui I . ' 
ac1s and lhinks like he is. I fie s11 1J 
I h. k h · f. · · 11 ac1 I in e is md1ng i1 harder to no1 ' 
1or 1han I a r~ 10 no1 pasior's wife ! pas-

Sa1urday 1s 1he 1rying time f 
b h · • o course ecause 1 a1 1s when the pastor ' ' f . • 
in her heyday . She knows sh s w1 e is 
everything organized and lincde mus1 get 
h h · up or lhe c urc wil l fa ll apart on Sund 

day lo h · ays. All . ng 1 ere 1s lhc 1houghi in lhc b k 
u f "'Y 111 i11tl , " Nuw , l 111 u~ 1 ge1 1ha1 ~L~l 
/efln done he/ore midnight. " The" .. 

1 
wonder who .i' IO keep rhc nur~cry io
morrow nnd if !hey will show up ." And 
I musr tell Mrs. Somebody 1ha1 lhe 
~ .M . U . ough1 lo do lhis, and rcll Mrs 
S?mebody Else tha1 we mus1 Slop rho . 
kids fro · . se m running in rhe basemcn1 01 
ye~, and remind Mr. Song I cad . I 1, 
Miss p · · - er 1 ia1 

. 1a111s1 won 'r be there rhis Sunda 
W11h rhese unful fi lled . YI . 

crowdi · 11 impu ses 
ng Ill a day Sa1urday I f II . 

a res~less sleep and dream i1' is ; 1~1 0 
morning I s10 b h un ay 

I . P Y I e nursery firs1 and 
a ca m cool a11enda n1 comes lo lh d 
and asks • 'M e oor 

' ay I help you? " I I 
a round as if she mus1 b . . ook 
someone else and c lalkrng lo 
. h I . mee1 lhc Sund 
sc oo d1rec1or in lhe ha ll I h ay 
my hand expec1ing lo lh rus.1 a old our 
a1 me and say " M quarterly 
called, bu1 I !old 'him r. Teacher jus1 
I no1 lo worry lh 

was sure you wou ld 1 • a1 
J unior High boys th isove to.reach lhe 

d I morning" In 
~ tea 1e shakes my hand . 1 · -
"G d . w 11 1 a warm oo morning " and di • 

'ddl I ' rec r ~ me 10 rh m1 e adies cla55 (Didn' k e 
ei1her .) 1 as my age 

f he 1ead1er a lready has an I' 
the boa rd and l ead~ in ihe ou1 ine on 

· 1 . en11 rc \ lucly 
w11 1ou1 once a\k rng my valued . . op1n1on. 

Lat~r I am scared in lhc sanctua ry wi1h 
an mk-blob-frcc bulletin in hand the 
song leadc: and pianis1 in place and ihe 
robed choir enters right on cue. Then 
!he pastor eniers and I suddenly realize 
t~ia ~ someone else is !here to worry if his 
11e 1s · I sira ig 11 and abou1 his grammaiical 
errors. 

Before I re 1· · . a ize ll. Sunday has passed 
and II wasn '1 a dream a1 a ll . I 1 really 
happened that way! 
I There mus1 be a chu rch somewhere 

I ia.1 is . hurting for my expertise a t pas-
tor s w1fery Well 1 . f · • 11ey will have 10 wait 
or some oiher hover ing moiher image 

to ~~me a long. I 1 may rake my emoiions 
abw 11 e lo adjus1 and my ego may never 

e !he same bu1 I d' . 
2 . ' am 1scovenng 1ha1 

.54 centimeters is as good as an inch! 0 

;ep~~nled . from lhe Rocky Moun rain 
ap isr, With permission .) 

October lst -
My Feast of 
Trumpets 
by Mrs. Maxine Dowd 
Jensen 

:V"en I knelt clown in lhe o/c.l IV' I . 
in the mitb t o f C;i ld wcll W I a ~ 1100!11 
clrc::i mcd I 'cl • · . OO( 5, I never 

< CllJOy over f Ort y y . a merry hean a d . . e<1r~ w11 h 
knew a n a s111g111g sou I. I only 
l'f tremendous weigh1 had b 
1 led from a n unh . . < een 

old 's breas1. appy th1rieen-ycar-

I wasn 't even aw 
fulfill a promise h ahre lha.1 God wou ld 

e ad hidden for me 

in Isaiah 65 : 14 : " Behold , my servants 
shall sing for joy o f hcari .. . . " That 
he wou ld make a singer out of me who 
loved music but couldn ' l carry a tune in 
a bushel basket. 

As I look back, there are only two 
years of my life I wouldn 'l wish 10 re
li ve. This, in spi1c of an o f1en short 
money supply, the 1 hree-and-one-hal f 
year 1ermina l illness of my fa1 her, 1he 
serious operations of my mother and 1he 
dca1h of the man I married because I 
knew I could not live wit hout him . The 
two miserable years were before rhcse 
1hings. Be1wccn Sep1ember of 1he year I 
reached eleven and October, 1wo years 
la1er . 

Wha t a joy a few years af1erward 10 
fi nd out my binhday in Chris!, Oc1ober 
I, was celebra1ed as 1he Feas1 of Trum
pe1s by 1he Jews. 

There were plenty of "don'1s" spell~d 
ou1 for me and my fellow 1eenagers 111 

those years. But I was bubbling over 
and believed Christianity was a " do" 
religion . 

"Ge1 enough 'do 's ' in your life, Max
ine," I said , "and 1here won't be room 
for the 'don 'ts' ." 

Later wi1h a like-minded co-
cou nsel;r , we successfully used 1he 
"do" approach wi1h our teen-aged 
You1h group. 

Now a widow and moved 10 our 
fo rmer vacat ion home, I've included 
some new "do's" in my li fe . And, on 
October I , 1976, l ' ll celebra te another 
Fcas1 o f Trumpeis. Wi1h 1he sure sound 
u l Clu b iia llll y 111 111 y li cu11 11.nd .1he 
melody of God'~ love for me ~ 11 11 ~ 111g
ing in my soul and on my lips. 

!low SWCCI it is.D 

God's Loan to Us 
by Mrs. Elmer (Lena) 
Thielenhaus 

My husband and I had both been school 
teachers before we moved to I he farm· 
We had been reared on the farm and 
fcl1 the farm would be 1he place we 
Would want 10 rear our chi ldr~n. We 
both loved the Lord and our dc~irc was 
to establish a home with Chri~ t at the 
center A num ber of' years pa~scd an~ in 
answe~ 10 pra yer that God ~ hou ld JU_st 
loan m a ch ild 10 lo\'e and rear. he did 
more than 1ha1- hc ea,·e us 1"'0 ~ons . 
Oh, \\ha t a joy the}· brought 10 m_1r 
hcans and ho me· 1101 onl y joy but also 
the responsibilit y' 10 pro' idc for them ~ 
home where 1 he Lord was honored a nc 
given his righ1ful place. 

Somehow we never could forge! 1ha1 
we had asked him 10 loan 1hcm to us 
and how we vowed 10 rea r 1 hem in nur
ture of the Lord . How can we ever for
get the nigh1 1hcy accepted the Lord as 
their personal Savior. There was the 
time when a near tragedy a lmosl lOok 
the life of our oldes1 son, J ohn, bu! 
God in his mercy spared his li fe . An
other lime, when our younger son was 
qui1e ill during college days, 1he Lord 
resiorcd his hcallh . How we thank God 
for answer ing prayer. 

Somehow God IOok us at ou r word 
and the joy was ours when our oldest 
son, John , !old us of his desire to serve 
!he Lord. A few years later, Arlyn came 
10 us saying he, 100, wan1ed 10 go imo 
1hc minist ry. We had of1en though! he 
mighl be 1hc one 10 be a fa rmer, taking 
over for his father . Then we remem
bered , he was loaned o f God 10 us. The 
Scripture ve rse came 10 us "Whosoever 
loveth father and mother ~ore 1han me, 
is not worthy of me." The Lord had 
given us !he joy of raising them ; 1hey 
were his and if he had need of them, we 
could do no less than say, " Lord, thy 
will be done." 

There a re many rimes when we ex
perience loneliness and miss 1hem. There 
have been limes of illness when we 
longed 10 be near 1he111, bu1 a ll we could 
do was 10 commit 1hem 10 God, who 
promised 10 meet !hei r needs. 

My husband and I have received 
many blessings as a resul t or their 
min istry. We have visited both of them 

'-.. 

and their families and have seen their 
grea t joy in serving Chri s!. We have 
been blessed by the many Christian 
friends we've me1 where they serve and 
are 1hrilled 10 see the bond of love be
tween Christia ns everywhere. The grea1-
es1 joy is 10 see o ur sons share 1heir 
fai1h in bringing 1he message of God 10 
tho e who know 11011he Lord . 

Yes, God loaned us two sons, bu1 i1's 
a joy 10 give 1hem back 10 1he Lord, 10 
be used in his service. 

This leaves us with our daily prayer 
that they may be found faithful in 
rightly dividing the word of truth and 
bring honor and glory to his name. 0 

The Conference Women's 
Luncheon 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
women's work direc
tor 

We are delighted 10 be able 10 
fea 1ure three outstanding individua ls 
al our Women' luncheon in Port
land during Conference days. 

Mrs. Marie Ma1his, president of 
the Bap1is1 World Alliance Women's 
Union comes 10 us with a wealth of 
experiences. She has traveled exien
sively and has met with Baptist 
women around the world . 

Mrs. Thelea Wesseler, a former 
Conference W.M.U. presidem , is 
present ly serving as one of the vice 
presidents o f 1hc Baptist World Al
liance. She will have information to 
sha re o f her involvemenl as a leader 
among Bap1ists in the world today. 

Miss Lois Faust has had marvelous 
opportunities to share Jesus Christ in 
Japan wi1h Japanese people as a 
short term missiona ry. She will be 
ha ring highlights of her experiences 

and of God's working in and 
1h rough our mission in Japan . 

Our lives will be enriched as we 
meet 1oge1hcr for fe llowship 111 his 
name. 

I am looking forward 10 seeing 
you in Portland .Li 

JULY I AUGUST 1976 t 15 



WASHINGTON-As the United States of America 
observes the 200th anniversary of her nationhood in 

1976, Baptists of the USA: have much to celebrate and t.o 
d America's Baptists, her largest non-Catholic 

pon erta. nt denomination, are central characters in the Protes . 
formation and the future thru~ t oAf the ~atiofn. h h . 

S 'tive church leaders m menca ear t at t e1r ens1 d h f . . . 
congregations may su:ren er to t e estf1ve,b patnot1c 
mood of the Bicentennialdat t.he exfpAense .o so er reflec-
. n the origins and the estmy o menca. 

110
un °1.ke our denominat ional forebearers of the colonial 

n I . h' B . 
and revolutionary periods of Amencan 1story, apllsts 

f h 20th cen tury do not have to scream to be heard . 
0 t e . . r f 
We are no longer a despised mmonty ~trugg mg or mere 

· I against the forces of estabhshed churches. In surv1va fl 
fact, Baptists here today tend more to re ehct ~he c~ ltu~e 
surrounding them than to represent a prop euc voice in 

the land. · · A · · 
Because present da~ B?ptists m. menca are .so 1~-

norant of their denomina11onal hentage, not o~ly in this 
coun try, but in Engla~~ as well , one of the pnmary ob
. t. es of those sens1uve to the problem has been to 
JeC I V . . f . 
make the Bicentennial an occasion o renewing an em-
phasis on Baptist history. Dr. Lynn E. May Jr. , e.x
ecutive secretary-treasurer of the Sou.them Baptist 

· · I Commission suggests that Baptists should use 
H1stonca ' d h · 
the Bicentennial to make a three ~ronge emp ~s is : re-
discover our denomination~l . hen

1
t.abge, reexamined . the

1 Baptist role in securing religious. 1. erty asd a car m~ 
principle in the American . con~t.1tut1~~· an recom mit 
ourselves to sound and effect1ve c1t1zens 1p. 

Those suggestions have been heede~ by a ?um.ber of 
groups among the roughly 30 Bap11st b~d1es m the 
United Sta tes. A good exa mp.le was the ca ll1~g of a na
tional convocation in . Washrngt.on, D.C. , 1 ~ Janu~ry 
J976 by the Baptist Joint Committee on .Public Af'.a1rs. 
This denominational agenc~, sponsored m the nationa l 

·tal by eigh t Baptist bodies of the USA and th e Bap-
cap1 · B · •I · · tist Federation of Canada, voices apt 1 s 1 ~ i1stonc com-
mitmen t 10 religious li berty and hBuma~ nhght.s. Th~ co~ 
vocation looked backwa rd at our apt1st ent age in t~1 s 

t Y 
and forward to what we must do 10 accomplish 

coun r ' f' · h d A · R I the lofty ideals of the yet un rn1s e mencan evo u-

tion. b f h d . 
Although historians employ a nu~ er o ~et o s. m 

I k·ng al rhe past crit ically, none 1s more rnteres1mg 00 I . . I d h . 'b than that of examining ind1v1dua s a n 1 elf contn u-
tions. Baptists of America are fortunate to be able 10 
call a lengthy honor roll of tru ly grea1. ~eop le who a: e 
our glory and endless challenge .. we rejoice 10 ~ tand 111 
their lineage, but at the same t1me we recognize that 
their ideals are yet unfulfilled. 

Stan L. Hastey is coordinator of denominational services 
for the Baptist Joint Commi1tee on Public Affairs in 
Washington, D.C., and a Washington correspondent for 
"Baptist Press". 

by Stan L. Hastey 

We like to begin with Roger Williams (ca. 1607-1683). 
Although Will iams admittedly was a practicing Baptist 
only a few months, th is Seeker's last ing contributions in
cluded the establish ment of a free congregation in 1639 
in Providence, Rhode Island. That ch urch became the 
first Baptist church on American soil. 

Williams possessed one of the most fertile minds of 
the colonial period . He proposed a full -blown philosoph
ical and theological rationale for religious liberty and 
disestablishment. He contended that church and st ate 
must be maintained separately, each independent from 
the other. Although some have charged Williams with 
being a secularist, in truth he demanded separation of 
church and state on theological grounds. He insisted on 
absolute soul liberty for the individual, and denied that 
the state should support the church or hold disciplinary 
power over her. 

Isaac Backus (1724-1806) shared the earlier views of 
Will iams concerning the rights of conscience and the 
s~~aration of ~hurch and state. He traveled tirelessly to 
v1s11 churches 111 an effort to convince them tha t state 
con trol over the churches in vit ed tyranny. One observer 
noted that Back us must be credi ted wit h " converting" 
the churches to the "American ideal" of sepa rat ionism 
The American Dictionary of Biography goes so far as t~ 
say that " no individ~al in America since Roger Williams 
stands out so pre-eminent ly as the champion of religious 
liberty as does Isaac Bac kus." 

John Leland (1754-184 1), a New Englander like 
Backus, made his primary cont ribution in Virginia. As 
an advocat e of absolute religious liberty a nd separation 
o f church and sta te, he helped mold the thought of 
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison regarding these 
issues. Jefferson, who penned the Declaration of In
~ependence, a nd. M~d ison , who drafted the major por
tion of the const1tut1on, both were Virginia ns. They were 
affected by the views of a troublsomc gro up of dis
sent ers in that colon y known as Baptists. 

Despit: th.e .o'.ficial es tablishment of the Anglican 
Chµ rch 111 V1rgm1a, a nu mber o f Baptist min isters and 
laymen insisted that the colony had no right to forbid or 
rest rict their preach ing and worship. Leland was one of 
them, but besides being an agit ator, he was a n able 
thinker an~ a resi.dent o'. the same county (Ora nge) 
where Madison resided . Virtually all historians concede 
that the eventual adoption of the First Amendment to 
the American consti tution, guarant eei ng religious free
dom, was due in some measure to the agitation o f 
Leland and his fellow Baptists in Vi rginia . 

Those three Bapt ist leaders-Will iams, Backus, Le
land-a re usually cit ed as Baptists' foremost heroes o f 
the colonial and revolutionary eras . More recent Amer
ican history, nevert heless, bears witness to the continued 
influence of Bapt ists in the life of the na tion . Two 
leaders must be noted. 

Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918) was born during 

America 's darkest period , the Civil War. His objective 
was the Christiaflizing of the social order. He lived dur
ing the booming industrial age which transformed the 
United States rrom a rural to an urban society. As a 
pastor in New york City , he witnessed and lived with 
poverty and disease. He pastored a German speaking 
congregation of tlle North American Bapt ist Conference. 

Rauschenbuscll was a theologian. He reasoned that 
God must care about the human condition, and that the 
kingdom of God demanded of Christians their involve
ment in meeting human needs. His "Social Gospel," 
while not radical to contemporary thinking, resulted in 
ridicule from the fundamen talists . He was regarded as 
an outcast by roany fellow Baptists. Nevertheless, his 
willingness to see the real world in the dawning 20th cen
tury has resulted in the awakening of the Baptist con
science in the social realm. 

Martin Luther King J r. (1929-1968) was perhaps the 
most important f3aptist in America in his lifetime. Like 
Rauschenbusch, he was a highly controversial figure, 
even among fellow ~aptists . Many . Baptists in America 
cannot yet think of K111g as one of their own. 

King is the closest example we Baptists in America 
have of an authent ic prophet. For that reason, not all 
Baptists have acknowledged his importance to the nation 
and the denomination . That is changing , just as our 
evaluation of Rauschenbusch is ever more positive. 

Of course, some Baptists in this country, particularly 
our black brot hers, have been with King all along. Many 
white Baptists, part icularly in the South, have had to 
catch up with their vision of a society marked by "liber
ty and justice for all .'' 

That lofty ideal, "liberty and justice for all, " is ex
pressed in the preamble to the American constitution. 
Because it still is not realized in this nation, we Baptists 
need so desperately to dream Martin Luther King's 
dream of a loving a just society. 

If Americans can avoid the temptation to celebrate the 
Bicentennial with sloganeering and deification of the 
state, and instead catch a fresh glimpse of the ideals of 
the founding fathers , this special year will have been well 
spent. If we Baptists can rediscover the brighter figures 
from our past, and rededicate ourselves to freedom as 
the norm for society and the denomination, the 
Bicentennial will have been most profitable. 0 

* * * B/C£11T£1111/AL PRAYER*** 
by Richard M. McKeon 
Almighty God, during the bi-centennial of the Declara
tion of Independence, make us conscious and worthy of 
our memorable and precious heritage, for our Founding 
Fathers offered their lives and their fort unes that we 
might enj oy what they proclaimed to the entire world. 

Having suffered many and grave injustices, they of
fered protest and sought redress, but their pet it ions were 
ignored a nd scorned . 

They then recognized your natural law and boldly 
sta ted : "We hold these truths to be self-evident , that all 
men a re created equal ; that they are endowed by thei r 
Creator wit h certain inalienable rights; and among these 
arc life, libert y, and the pursuit of happiness." 

Let us understand more clearly the nature of democ
racy in their words : 

"Tha t to secure these rights, governments are in
stituted among men , deriving their just powers from the 
consent o f the governed." Any usurpation of this princi
ple is tyran ny. 

Let us read from time to time the many abuses and in
juries wh ich our forefathers were forced to tolerate 
under absolute despotism till , as they protested, "it is 
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such govern
ment, and to provide new guards for their future secur
ity ." 

Let us remember how our forefathe rs appealed to you, 
as " the Supreme Judge of the World for the rectitude of 

our in tent ions" as they further declared "That these 
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be Free and 
Independent States. '' 

Dear God, in these days of turmoil and clouded issues 
let us partake more fully of the wisdom of our fore
fathers . Let us strive to present their ideals to millions 
who still walk in darkness and in servitude of mind and 
body. 

Conscious of ou r affluence and power, let us show a 
greater sensit ivit y to the problems of want, poverty and 
economic need throughout the world as well as at home. 

In gratitude for your past blessings give us light to see 
our respective rights and corresponding responsibilities. 
Guide us that we may avoid ext reme policies of the right 
and left, to reconcile individual rights with the needs of 
the common good, and to advance political, economic 
and social justice for all citizens . 

Let there be cessation of hate and greed and increase 
of love and service. In keeping with the Declaration, let 
there be cordial collaboration among all citizens in de
veloping a stronger sense of national unity and purpose. 

Conscious of our noble heritage and pledging a 
stronger adherence to its ideals, we fittingly conclude 
with the words : "And for the support of this declara
tion, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, 
our fortunes, and our sacred honor." Amen. 0 



We f e Looking for People Who Wa11l lo Lead 
'MyCall totheMinistry" 

by Laverna Mehlhaff 

T o become a follower of J esus C hr ist was a na t
ura l step for me to ta ke because o f the exam ple set in 
the home by my father and mother. T here was no ques
tion in my mind during the years I li ved on the farm 
with my parents near Tripp , South Dakota, of the im
portance of obeying God. 

It was in the home that I became awa re of J esus' 
words: "Seek ye first the kingdom of God a nd his 
righteousness, and all these th ings shall be added unto 
you" (Matt. 6:33). It was a way of life eve~ tho ugh_ the 
verse was not quoted in the home . The Bible received 
prominent attention , for it was regularly read during 
family devotions in the m orning before break fas t. Dur
ing prayer I listened, for I knew tha t my name wo uld 
often be mentioned . Regula r reading of the Word a nd 
prayer made an indelible impression on my life. 

There was very little d iscussion of the Bible in the 
home, but seeing the faithful practice of the principles 
laid down in Scripture spoke clearly to my li fe . There 
was a rigid obedi ence to God by my parent s which es
tablished for me sound fu ndamenta l principles o f C hris-

-w;;la Verna Mehlhaff is d irector of Women 's Work, 
North A merican Baptist Conference, Oakbrook Terrace, 

Illinois. 
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We're looking fo r people who want to lead 

TELL ME MORE . . . Please send me info rmation 
about your school. 

My name is 
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City ____ State/Prov. 

Church ___ _ 

Send to: 

Donald N. Mille r 
North American 
Baptist Seminary 
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Grad uation date 

o r 

Willy R. Muller 
North American 
Baptist College 
23rd Ave. & 115 S t. , R. R. 3 
Edmonton , AB Canada T6H 4N7 

Miss Laverna Mehlhaff 

t ia n living and becam e a guide in decisions which I 
needed to ma ke, as I fo llowed Jesus C hrist. 

Attenda nce at church services and its activi ties all 
~ecame a part o f the weekly sched ule . It was a way of 
life that was not ques tioned . T here was enthusiasm a nd 
an ticipation o n the part o f the family as we attended and 
~art ic i pated in the church act ivities. T hese healt hy a t
titudes were set for us by our parents . 

T he home provided ma ny opportun ities for joyous 
a nd wholesome livi ng. A welcome to ou r home was ex
tended to anyone who wanted to stop by. T here were 
many i_nvited guests: . m_embe_rs o f the church fami ly, 
evangelists, pastors, m1ss1onanes, school chu ms, relatives 
a nd fr iends . Many unexpected guests were also at our 
home. These experiences of fellowsh ip with many types 
o f people were of great val ue to me. 

At the age o f eight the pasto r of our church came to 
our home and explained to me the way of salvation, and 
I knew I wanted to belong to Christ. It was a new ex
perience of havi ng C hrist in my heart and life. S lowly 
there . wa~ the experience of growth, as I received 
teaching in my home a nd in the church. A Sunday 
~choo l teacher often mentioned the importance of choos
ing God_'s ?es~ in life . Those words had remained with 
me. Again, 1t aided me in mak ing decis ions . 

Attenda nce a t youth meeti ngs, youth ra llies , youth 
co? feren~es and yout h camps became a priori ty for the 
children in our home. Every provision was made so that 
we would be able to attend these ti mes of fe ll ows hip and 
study . It was at one of these meetings at a youth 
~o~ :erence-:-as the guest speaker challenged l he youth to 

e icate their a ll to the Lord-that the Holy Spir it spok e 
~h ~e , a nd I knew that my a ll needed to be submi tted to 

n st. The Lord led me right back to the classroom as a 
teacher. 

f The classroom experience was necessary preparat ion 
or _the future tasks to which God called m e. God's 

leading was clea r a nd defini te ; there was a st ruggle on 
my pan to follow his leading perhaps a fear of the 
unk nown In each · ' . 1 : 1ns1ance God has palient ly and lov-
~g/ ~alle~ un1il 1 was ready to follow his lead ing . 

0 owing his way always brought peace a nd joy to my 
heart. He led to C levelan d , Ohio, to serve in two of o ur 
churches short t · . . . • - erm m1ss1onary service 111 Cameroon 
a_nd J apan, a brie f time on the Spa nish-Amer ican M is
s1? 11 Field in Colorado, and presen tly to the office as 
Director of Women 's Work. The wo rds of the Psalmis t 
often come to m y mind : " l wi ll instruct thee a nd teach 

(Continued on page 31) 

Helping Your Sunday 
School Grow 

by Henry G. Ramus 

Increasingly Sunday school a11endance 
and bringing new growth to !he church 
should be a colll inuing focus . Sunday 
school growth is a constant task and 
demands repeated effort , promotion and 
good planning. I bel ieve a Sunday 
schoo l en largement campaign can 
strengthen such a focus . 

However , it must be an "enlargement 
campaign," nol just a "contest." Often 
after such an effort the attendance 
drops back to its siart ing number. This 
may be because it was looked upon as 
merely a con1 est to create the highest 
number in attendance. While 1his is one 
aspect of a campaign, it should not be 
the only focus. We need to make ii 
more of a campaign in ou1reach to the 
community, set ting realist ic goals and 
seeking to conserve results with follow
up strategy. People are to be reached to 
win them to Christ. 
Faclors 

There are a number of factors that 
will help you succeed in reaching people 
for Christ th rough a Sunday school 
enlargement campaign . 

I. Desire to reach out . In a Sunday 
schoo l, and particularly among the 

The Rev. Henry G. Ra11111s is leadership 
education director with the Church 
Ministries Depart111e111 of the North 
A 111erica11 Baptist Conj erence. 

leadership of a Sunday school, there 
needs to be a primary desire to grow. 
And this desire for growth could involve 
all phases of Sunday school growth , in
cluding spiritual growth, growth in 
leadership abi li ty , growth in knowledge 
of the Word, and maturing in the faith 
as well as increase in the body of Christ, 
as suggested in Eph . 4: 11-16. Be assured 
of this proven fact : any church, any
where, can grow if it really wants to . 
2 . Th e H oly Spi r i t. Pentecost 
demonstrated beyond doubt that God 
wanted growth in his church . To that 
end the Holy Spiri1 came upon the early 
disciples and the growth momentum be
ga n as recorded in the book of Acts 
wilh the impressive formu la of 12 , 120, 
3,000 and 5,000 new converts added to 
the church . It was the work of the Holy 
Spirit. The Sunday school today as it 
seeks to reach out in Jesus' name can 
also have the power of 1he Holy Spirit 
at work in its midst. 

3. Prayer. To have the power of the 
Holy Spirit and to rea lize his guidance 
we need to be much in prayer concern
ing all our Sunday school efforts for 
growth . Prayer changes things, but not 
only things . Prayer also changes people. 
Through prayer souls are saved, believ
ers are filled anew with the Holy Spirit 
and Christian character is developed . 

ENLARGE YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Reach Out and Touch-that's the 
overall 1heme for 1he N.A.B. Fall 
Sunday School Enlargement Cam
paign to be held September 26 
through November 7 . With its em
phasis for involving fam ilies, fr iends, 
neighbors, schoolmates, fe ll ow work 
ers and the entire comrnuni1y i1 pro
vides a strong thrust for building at 
tendance and reaching people for 
Chris t . 

Order your campaign materials 
NOW! The pastor and the super
i111enden1 of each church has the 
desc ri ptive flyer and order form for 
l he "Reach Out and Touch" ma
terials . For more informat ion on the 
S.S . campaign or addi1 ional order 
forms write 10 the Church Min istries 
Department, I So . 210 Summi1 Ave ., 
Oakbrook Terrace, Vi lla Park, IL 
6018 l. 

" The effectual, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avai leth much" Scripture 
assures (James 5: I 6b). 

4. Faith. Believing faith is a tremen
dous factor in building Su nday school 
attendance. Real faith can overcome the 
defeatist attitude that often expresses 
itself in the saying, "We have never 
done it th is way before; it won't work ." 
Faith that is active will encourage those 
who have become d iscouraged. Through 
vi1al fai1h you will discover that it can 
be done! 

5. Zeal. Elllhusiasm akin to zeal 
means to be filled with God . The word 
zeal means "to boil as a liquid or to 
glow as a solid ." Enthusiastic and 
zealous people can't be stopped . It is 
zeal that will make the Sunday school 
campaign a greater success. Members 
who are filled with spiritual zeal so tha t 
they boil over in extra act ivity will not 
let the mechanics of the campaign get 
bogged down . Spiritual zeal will become 
contagious. 

6. Concern for people. One of the 
surest ways to build membership in the 
Sunday school is to have a deep concern 
for the individual person. So develop an 
atmosphere of love and concern for 
people in your Sunday school. Express 
it in a friendly word, a hearty smile, a 
birt hday card, a visit with the parellls 
and the child and a telephone call. 

7. Work . Fai th in the enlargement 
campaign is not enough . It must also be 
coupled with work, even as the Scrip
tu res admonish us, "Faith if ii has not 
works, is dead, being alone" (James 
2: 17). The Sunday school enlargement 
campaign needs a partner and that part 
ner is work . It will take the commit
ment, work and involvement of every 
member of the Sunday school to succeed 
in reaching new people for Christ and 
reaching new goals in attendance . 

8. Promotion. Utilize posters, 
literature, bulletins, inserts, bullet in 
boards, announcements, direct mail, 
parades and any other communication 
media to tell your story and reach the 
people. Take advantage of the free 
publicity that can be had through the 
local newspaper in the form of written 
articles that inform your community of 
what is happening at your church . Make 
use of advertising in the various com
munication media. It does pay off. 

9. Bible-centered learning. Make your 
Sunday school program interesting and 
varied with Bible-centered learning. En
courage the Sunday school teachers to 
come well prepared for 1he teaching ex
perience . Carry th rough on a definite 
purpose . Make learning of the Word in
teresting and captivating on all age 
levels to make it worth attending and to 
encourage repeat attendance. 
levels to make it worth a ttending and to 
encourage repeat attendance. 

(Continued on page 2 1) 
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North American CHURCH GROWTH Baptists are : 

PEO~~~s !~~1~ARE fil wfil~ ~ ffl®afi@~ 
TRAINING AND RECRUITING ~VQ\r:-r? [£0 c;-p,~~~wf£~ 
• To graduate 20 persons from the \.Vr!J Ll \:::!_) \!...A!J l__s 

N.A.B. College and Seminary for 

• ~·~·:di~~~ist~i~~~ graduates from @lliffiLfi@lli@§ 
our institutio ns recruit 15 new P 

person s fo r mini st ri es in N.A. B. 
churches and miss ion fie lds and 
prov ide them w ith orientation. 

• To recruit 50 N.A.B. students for 
ministerial programs at N.A.B. 
schools . 

AID TO NEEDY 
• To further the mini stry to the ag

ing by sponsoring o ne con ference 
on "Mini st ry w ith the Aging " for 
Bapt ist Ho me leaders and o ther 
interested persons. 

• To distribute pension s and finan
c ial aid to pastors, pas tors ' w ives 
and other Christian workers, in 
the amount o f $10,000. 

• To co llec t and distribu te $19,000 
to he lp meet the needs of peop le 
through the B.W.A. World Relie f 
Fund 

SOCIAL AWARENESS 
• To suppo rt rel ig ious liberty, social 

just ice and human rights by par
t icipat ing in meeti ngs and act iv· 
i t ies of the Bapt ist Jo int Comm it
tee o n Pub lic A f fairs 

FELLOWSHIP 
• To prov ide oppo rtuni t ies fo r 

fel lowsh ip, insp i ration and deci
s ion making at the 1976 Triennial 
Conferen ce. 

• To visual ly and verbal ly com
m un icate the Conference m in
ist ries at the 1976 Triennial Con
ference. 

STEWARDSHIP 
• To assis t local churches and 

Asso c iat io ns in steward s h ip 
education th rough 12 workshops 
and seminars an d providing 
resource materials. 

• To secu re $3,000,000 addit io nal 
commi tm en t s th ro ugh w ill s , 
trusts and other es tate p lanning 
programs. 

• To raise $2,524,000 for the 1976 
Conference mission and m inistry 
budget. 

• J0 comple te rais ing o f $1,000,000 

C
or the new N.A.B. Internati onal 
onference Office. 

• To inc rease depos its to a total of 
$BOO,OOO in the Church Exten sio n 
Investors Fund.O 
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0 by Bruce A. Rich 
ur efforts as a Conference to 7. People getting involved in out-

make " one million contacts for Christ " reach. 
in three years has been a great benefit 8. Growth in church membership. 
and inspirat ion to many chu rches . 

Though the goal has not been 
reached , the 100-125 churches that have 
consistently given themselves to the task 
have experienced benefit s. Churches are 
growing! The Conference is growing! 
The o f ficial membership record o f the 
Con ference showed 56,259 members at 
the end o f 1975. 

We have exciting opportuni ties before 
us. We know churches can show new 
growth when they have a desi re to grow. 
Because of the successes seen through 
M .C.F.C., the Church M inistri es De
par tment is continuing a plan which 
helps churches become effecti ve in thei r 
ministry and outreach. Following is a 
brief summary o f the plan being 
launched for renewed effort s in 1977 
and beyond. 
Definition of Church Growth 

In the context of our Nort h A merican 
Baptist Con ference, Church Growth in
volves growth in all phases of church 
ministry, such as spir itual growth 
leadership. ability, unity, maturi ng i~ 
fanh and tncrease in the Body of Christ 
assugges ted in Eph. 4: 11 -16. ' 
Benefits of Church Growth 

By giving careful attention to the 
basic functions o f the Body o f Christ 
your church can experience benefi ts i~ 
several or all of the following areas: 

I . Greater sp iri tual growth and 
maturity of members. 
2. A n awareness of the spiri tual needs 
of your commun ity . 
3. A spir i t of ali veness-"Something 
is happening at our church." 
4. A n increase in a11endance at var
ious church gar herings. 
5. A n increase in giving. 
6. A greater communi ty awareness of 
the church. 

The Rev. Bruce A . Rich is Church 
Minis tries general direcror of the North 
American Baptist Co11/ere11ce, Oak
brook, Terrace, Illinois. 

Biblical Basis f or Church Growth 
The record of the early chu rch in Acts 

2.:41 -47 depicts God 's plan for a con
lt.nuous growth cycle in his Church and 
gives us a guide for ministry: 

vs. 41 " T hey received the word " 
vs. 41 "They were baptized " 
vs. 41 " They were added to the 
church" 

vs. 42 " They were instructed by the 
church" 
vs. 42-46 " They cont inued 111 fel
lowship wi th the church" 
vs. 47 "They reached out into the 
communi ty " 
vs . 47 " They grew in number dai l y" 

Facrors in Church Growth 
I n the New Testament church, there 

wa~ a positive and expectant prevai ling 
a11nude that created a climate fo r 
church growth . Strong dependence upon 
God and trust in his Word was evident. 
Recogn izing that there are many factors 
r.el.ated to church growth, we have iden
l1f1ed nine main ones that can produce 
growth in our churches today. They are: 

1. Central i ty of the Scriptu res 
2. Dependence upon God 
3. The a11 i1ude and style of the pastor 
and church leaders 
4. M ea ningful worship services and 
learni ng ex periences 
5. Friendl iness and love 
6. Outreach evangel ism 
7. L ike attracts like (We draw people 
l ike us) 

8. A thorough disc ipling ministry 
9. Church a11 i1udc and d imatc o f 
al i veness (" Something is happening" ) 
l mplemen1 a1ion is al ready in process 

as associat ion chu rch ministr ies commi1-
1ees are starting 10 cont ac t each church 
personally 10 present details o f pro· 
ceclure and provide encouragement and 
help. 

Together wi th Goel we c.:an do grea t 
things! What part will you have?U 

HELPING YOUR SUNDAY 
SCH OOL GROW 
(Cominued f rom page 19) 

10. Visi tation. Indicate on a large 
map the location of your present mem
bers. Establish your primary target area 
o f ministry surrounding the church. Se1 
goals for deeper saturation. in . t.his 
pri mary area . Establish an active v1st!a-
1ion program for prospect s and watch 
for new people moving into your area 
o f ministry. Visi t constan tly , conscien
tiously and systematically. M ake the 

com muni ty aware o f your min is t r~ a~d 
let them know that you have thetr 111-

terest at heart. 
There may be others, but here are ten 

factors that need to be considered and 
ut il ized to help your Sunday school 
grow. I f your Sunday school needs .a 
" sho1 in the arm " and a renewed vi
sion then the Sunday school enlarge
men; campaign offers that potential. 
The commit ted are in your church and 
the unenlisted are in your community. 
Prayer , faith , enthusiastic work , effec
tive planning a deep desire to reach out, 

&ir~ 
(Q)rm 

CG~cdl~~ 
§iicdl~~ 

B ,;,, "~Y h~o~c~da~~'~ ~~'~:~~:~ " """;om 
since the founding o f our country- i t is easy 10 los: sight. of 
the fact that this count ry was cast f rom a crucible o f rncred1ble 
pain and hea rtbreak . The mighty men who laid this foundat ion 
were as fully human as are we. T hey su ffered ~nd died fo r the 
cause of freedo m and their wounds were as parnful to them as 
they mi ght be to us. . . 

Across the great chasm of t ime, we have mhented a legacy 
so precious that i t staggers the imagination. The sum to tal o f 
human experience has been accumu lated in. the docume1.1ts 
which founded this nation. The decency which has been 1 ~ 
culcat ed into mank ind by i ts Crea tor has found . ex~ress 1on 111 
t he Declaration o f lndependancc and the Cons111 u11on of the 

Uni ted States o f America . . b I" hat the founders 
And, i f i t please the A lmighty, I ~ i~~Je1\1 y shown by so 

would be pl~ased . by the c~r~;~ ~~rge and Bunker H ill to 
many of their heirs. From al we have kept Old Glory Oy
San Juan Hi ll and Guadalcana ' 

ing. . b 0 long as we correct them, 
We have made our mistakes, ) 11 s nd will be an umbrella of 

our fl ag wi ll always grace the skies a 
protection for those who believe 111 her. "de?" but rather, " Are 

Th . · 1 " l s God on our s1 · 
e question 1s no : are on God's side no 
·11 G d' side? " So long as we ' we s11 on o s · 1 1 y of freedom won 

power on eart h can wres t from us tie cgac O 
at so clear a cost and held by so great a devouon. 

. b . . r First Baprisr Church, Mr. Donald It'. Ganoung is a mem ei OJ 

Bellwood, Illinois . 

empowered by the H oly Spirit , can com
bine the 1wo for the greatest ou treach 
your church has ever experienced . 
Next campaign 

The next en\argemem cam?a\-sn \'Si 
scheduled for Sep tember 26 th rough 
November 7, 1976, wirh rh e rheme, 
" Reach Out and Touch. " H ere's an op
portun ity of seven Sundays to campaign 
for Christ in your communi ty . A pro
gram packet having th e same title as the 
theme is available from the publ ishers. 
Order directly from Louis Neibauer 

(Conrinued 011 page 31) 
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THE RESULT A pastor reports about 
the Lay Witness Mission in his 

church and recommends it to others. by Harry Johnson 

Did it all begin about ten months 
before when some friends from Milbank 
came one Wed nesday night to tell us 
what a Lay Witness Mission is? Or was 
it about fourteen months before, when a 
few of our people participated in a Lay 
Witness Mission at Ortonvi lle, Min
nesota? 

Well anyway, on March 19, 1976, 
people began arriving at our church 
building from several miles away or 
close by to be a part of our Lay Witness 
Mission . We are thankful for those who 
came from as near as Big Stone City, 
S.D. , as far away as Lincoln, Neb .. and 
all the other places from Iowa, South 
Dakota, Minnesota and North Dakota, 
to share with us from their everyday life 
experiences . 

The man who had drawn everyone 
and everything together, was Ed Mc
Cracken from Sioux City, Iowa. Many 
of us had pitched in to help line up 
various things from food and lodging to 
the 24 hour Prayer Vigi l. 

The general chai rman had become in
capacitated because of an operation, but 
the work progressed in spite of it; and 
each meet ing was a high point for some 
member or friend of our congregation . 
Even the evaluation and sharing meeting 
on Sunday night was a blessing to some 
who had not attended any Olher meet
ings. 

Perhaps the best way to accurately 
and adequately give an overall picture 
of the Mission is to point out some of 
the things that happened and were said 

The Rev. Harry Johnson is the pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Corona, S.D. 

a t the evaluation and sharing meeting 
on Sunday night. 
· One of the most noteable things were 

tears-tears of joy mostly, but a lso tears 
of confession . People who have been 
hesitant to sha re some of the examples 
of how God was work ing in our lives, 
now began to share this reality . The 
young people used several paper hankies 
wh ile lis tening to others testify and 
while testifying themselves. Indeed , 
there were many times when the only 
dry eyes in the group were those of very 
small children. One man said the Lay 
Witness Mission was the high light of 
the church in the 50 years he has been a 
member. Others said they had been 
praying for somet hing like this to hap
pen at our church for a long time, and 
now it had come. 

For the young people, the high ligh t 
was the " Love Feast" on Saturday 
night, when they confessed to each other 
and prayed for each ot her , as J ames 
tells us to do in James 5: l 6. Many older 
people to ld each other of their love for 
each o ther during and after the meet ing 
and assured each other of prayers for 
thei r concerns, as did the congrega tion 
to the pas tor and his wife on Sunday 
morning, as well as on Sunday evening. 

The young people went to school the 
next day bubbling over with love for 
God and for each other. This gave 
many opportunities to tell people what 
had happened to them . Many older peo
ple have a lso had similar experiences. 

As we con tinue to share, we find so 
many things that have happened as we 
have a llowed God to lead in our lives . 
For example, a person humbly shared 

that she had not awakened to pray at 
the time she was supposed to in the 24 
hour Prayer Vigi l. Only then did an
other person fu lly understand why God 
had awakened him at that time in the 
middle of the night , telling him to pray. 
Praise God! 

What will be some of the cont inuing 
resu lts? Prayer and Bible st udy seem 
more real and easier to people. Some 
questions: Will more prayer groups 
among people be begun? Will people 
feel freer to call someone to pray wi th 
them? How will God use those who 
have said that they a re willing to go to 
other churches as Lay Witnesses? Sever
al had said that they would certainly 
li ke to do so and are only awai ting an 
invitation. 

Yes, God is work ing in the lives o f 
people because other people have been 
wi lling to speak out as indicat ed in our 
theme: " Voices of the Redeemed" and 
our theme verse: " Let the redeemed o f 
the Lord say so, whom he ha th 
redeemed from the hand o f the enemy" 
(Psalm 107 :2) . The witnesses shared 
good and bad things from the ir lives 
but always with the goal to bring hono; 
to God-very similar to what we find of 
people in the Bible. 

The '~it .nesses repeatedly claimed they 
~vere ga1111ng more than they were giv-
111g; so we ca n only conclude that the 
many blessings that a ll received had to 
come from God. To him be the glory 
a nd honor and praise! This is " The 
Result " of the Lay Witness Mission at 
Firs t Baptist Church in Corona, South 
Dakota .O 

f 1-1[ N[W COLOSSUS ALJ[llNATIV[ 
[mma Lazarus 

( inscribed on Statue 

"Give me your 
Tired , your poor, 

oJ Libertq ) 
Your huddled masses yearning to 

Breathe free . 
The wretched refuse of your 

Teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, 

Tempest-tossed to me . 

I lift my lamp beside the Golden Door . ' ' 
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They cam e, the promise to r eceive, 
They cam e . They wan ted to b e li eve 

This noble promise was for the m . 

The la mp has dimmed. 
T hey s tumble-who use h e r bea m s 
To g uide them on their way; 
T he homeless li e on ci ty s treets 
The a nswer to the d ream fo r wh ich t hey sou g ht. 
There is no room for the m -
The weary , s ick a nd tempes t - tossed . 

S till there s hines a n o t h e r " LI G HT", 
To g uide the m in the ir qu est, 
T h e E T ERNA L LIGHT tha t w ill not dim , 
H E w ill g ive them r est. 0 

by Dorothy S. Z ie r 

Governor Link 
to Attend 

Susek 
Concert 

It has just been officia lly an
nounced by the R o n Susek o rganiza
t io n that Governor Arthur Link will 
attend a nd bring greet ings at their 
July I pa t riotic concert in Bismarck , 
N. D . Evangelist Susek becari:e 
friends with the Governor a nd his 
w ife during the 1975 area-\~i~e 
c rusade he ld in t he Bismarck C tv1c 
Aud it oriu m . S usek co m mented, 
"Th e Governor is one of the most 
rel igio us and hig h ly m oral men I 
h ave me t. " 

Evangelist Ron Susek (left) meeting with Governor Arthur link (right) during the 
Bismarck, N.D., area-wide crusade. 

Ron a nd Diane Susek have d evel-
oped a hig hly professional three
screen multi-media patriotic concert . 
T he I Y2 -hour program includes mu
sic by Dia ne, capsule me~s~ges. by 
Ron and a udience pa rucipauon . 
Som~ describe it as a s ight a nd 
sound s pectacu lar with powe~ful 
communi cation value. The ~nme 
p urpose of the Suseks is to. br,ing .a 
spiritual emphasis to Americas Bi
Centennia l. The Suseks have a lready 
performed ten concert s apart from 
their regula r crusade ministry. 

The Rev . Ron Norman, ~n 
N.A.8 . pastor of Bismarck Bapt ist 
C h urch is hosting the concer t. 
Pastor Norman and the people o f 
his church fi rst int roduced th.e 
Suseks to Bism a rck. Mr. Norman is 
alread y m aking pla ns for two con
cens s ince the first one m ay no t be 
able ;o handle the expected crow~ . 

Susek 's next m aj o r crusade ~v tll be 
held in Sunnyside, Wash ., ~ h is ~al l. 
His summer is scheduled with Bible 
conference minis t ry and an ar~a
wide crusad e in Maple P la in , M in-

n esota . O 

Remember th is 
great event in 
U.S. history with 
great music by 
Diane. 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

TO AMERICA WITH LOVE 
The album acclaimed by many a s 
Diane ' s "greatest" can b e yours 

for o nl y $5.00 as a birthday 
present thi s J uly. Offer ends 
July 31, 1976. Select ions 
include BATTLE HYMN OF THE 
R EPUBLIC, GOD BLESS AMERICA, 
YOU ' RE A GRAND OLD FLAG and 

1 o the rs. 
P rin t in full your name and 
address and send this coupon 
and $5.00 (postage will b e paid) 
t o DIANE SUSEK ALBUM O FFER, 
P. 0. Box #2222, York, PA 17405. 

COUPON MUST 
ACCOMPANY ORDER 

ORDER BY JULY 31 , 1976 
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An op . ena1rrn . 
As God's V 1 t eeting draws many curious onlookers. 

o un eers w 
several opportunities to b . e have had 
the Church Extention w ekinvolved with 
f T · · . . o r of ou c erence. his is exciting r on-
God take a small body 0~ork. as we see 
cause their church to gr believers and 
members but also in spirit~w not only in 

One such church is Cal 
1 

vary B · 
ocated in Regina Sask apt1st , 

• atchewa Th . 
chu rch , consis ting o f fifteen ~ - . is 
eager to see God work as th fam1l~es, is 
bu ild up their bod y of b ? : tn ve to 
wai t patiently for the time t~ iev~s a nd 
build a church home. at t ey can 

We have asked the pastor of C 1 B . a~ry 
_ap_t1s t_, Bob Hoffman, lo share with us 

his insights on the growth and goals of 
his church and the ministry o f G d, 
Volunteers in his area . 

0 
s 

1 . . What were the goals that you had in 
mind as the team arrived in your 
Church? 
Answer: To do as thorough a s urvey of 
the Community as possible; to find the 
people who wait for an answer lO their 
heart 's cry; to point many to a personal 

Savior and see them reconciled with 
God ; to find a true picture o f the poten
tial of o ur church in the fu ture. 
2. H_ow do you feel t~e new format of 
Gods Volunteers, with two sections 
Music and Follow-Up, has affected th~ 
ministry of your church? 
A nswer : The new format , I bel ieve, is 
excellent because the Music team brings 
a bout a n excellent preparation o f in
te rest a nd desire to do the work of 
witnessing and the Follow-Up team then 
demonstrates How to do it. 

Without a doubt, the major ity o f o ur 
church group have been charged with 
the exci tement to reach o ut for Christ in 
our community . I 've been overwhelmed 
at the response of o ur people to get in
volved in outreach, as many came for
ward to dedicate themselves to this ser-
vice. 
3. How would you evaluate your own 
response to the work of God's Volun
teers as well as the responses of your 
congregation and the community? 
Answers: As for me , having served a s 

~i~tvhedr apya. ss an opportunity to celebrate a P . reparing the crusade outreach Is quite a 
JOb when taken seriously. 
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guest evangelist in earlier years, there is 
n~ doub_t whatsoever that God is using 
this m 1n1stry increasingly, to produce a 
harvest of conversions and good pros
pects for church growth . The church 
?"1embers are motivated to acti ve shar
mg . l 'M EXCITED . 

As fo_r the congregat ion, the G.V's 
ar~ received warmly as individuals a nd 
enjoy ~h~i r personal fellowsh ip grea tly . 
T he m1n1stry of G . V . 's is supported and 
entered into gladly. T hey fee l privileged 
to have them and are excited about the 
results o f the m inist ry. 

As fo r the Community , the people 
have respo nded q ui te well and in al
most a ll cases a re open a n'd respo ns ive 
to the survey . I feel we could do this 
s~me type o f survey witness a lmost con -
tmua ll y as th . e commu nuy grows and 
~~~ peo~ l e c?me in : The att itude of the 

mum ty is basica lly posit ive and 
generally recepti ve . 
4. Finally Re H .rr ' . v. OJJ man, what are 
y}our e}xpectat1ons of the future for your 
c wrc 1 and ti . v 

1 
ie commumty since the 

o unteers have been here? 
Answer · The f · is · . uture o f our commun ity 

h 
a growmg, expanding one. Most 

omes are new a d · • n more people move 
Ill every day I r . · n one year a lo ne a 300% 
g ~wth m homes was realized, fam ily 
unns Increased from 350 to 950 and 

:~~~~l~;~:~ t~~~~~tg;;~~ht~/ ;~~- ~e:~~ 
We have a ~ urc must minister to . 

church minis~r~=~ ~rnodwt1;, po~ent ial in 
preparing, training and 1~re ore, the 

d using o f dedi 
~-ate people in ou treach o f evangeli za ~ 
ion as demonstrated by G V' T 

reporters , Perry Ka llis ~nd s . K eahm 
S harp. O at y 

LAST REPORT 
' '. For everything there is a season, a nd a 
time for every matter under the h " 
Ecc . 3:1 . eaven 

We as the 1975-76 
God's Volunteers Team have much to 

praise ~od for. H ere a t o ur las t 
crus~de~ 1n Apple Valley, M inn ., God is 
con11nurng to work as he has given us 
many opportunit ies for service. 

Th is being our las t week as a team 
\~e would like to thank you as a C hris: 
11a n body fo r upholding us in prayer 
du ring this year. Our thanks a lso to t he 
Conference for their constant support in 
a ll ar~a.s . Most o f all , our praise to God 
fo r g1vmg each one of us this year of 
opportuntty for service . 

We pray for God's blessing on each 
o ne .o f you a nd enco urage you to s tart 
praymg for the next years 1976-77 
God's Volunteers . 

In C hris t, 
"75-76" God's Volunteers 

WEDDI NG ANN IVERSARI ES 
Mr. and M rs. Jacob J . Fischer observed 
thei r 54th wedding anniversa ry on 
March 14, 1976. T hey are mem bers of 
the Ashley Bapt ist Church , Ashley, 
N.D. 

Mr . and M rs . F red Johnson observed 
their 50th wedding anniversary on Feb. 
6, 1976 . They are members of the First 
Bapt ist Church , George, Iowa . 

M r. and M rs . Joe Weiland observed 
their 50th wedd ing anniversary in A u
gust 1975 . They a re members o f Min
netrista Bapt ist Church, St. Bonifacius, 
M inn . 

M r. and Mrs . Fred Unger obse rved 
their 50th weddi ng anniversary on 
March 7, 1976 . They a re members of 
the East Olds Bapt ist Church, Olds, 
Alta., where Mr. U nger served as 
trus tee and secreta ry for 47 years. 

CAll.IH NGTON , N.D. The Calvary 
Baptist chu rch hos ted the miss ionaries 
Fred Folkerts, Bett y Mantay, Berneice 
Westerman, M r . a nd Mrs . Elmer 
Strauss a t a rally recently . The fol lo w
ing Sunday April 4, 1976, we had a 
wo rkshop. The leaders were La Verna 
Mehlhaff and Bruce Rich of the Con
ference Office; Kendall Mercer, M c
Laughlin, S . D., and Donna Kennedy of 
Bismarck, N .D. We had our second 
bapt ism at which t ime a father and 
da ughter were bapt ized . A few weeks 
previou s two teenagers followed the 
Lord in bapt ism . We had Communion 

following the bapt ism and the hand of 
fe llows hip was given . Pastor Unruh is 
on the picture wi th the new members . 
(Mrs . F . G . He lm, reporter.) 

JAPAN . Decem ber 27 was the marriage 
a t Ko be Union Church of short-term 
miss iona ry Ro nald Stoller and Joan 
Yo ungquis t. (pictured) T he bride's 
fa ther , the Rev . V. Harris Youngquist 
of the Baptist General Co nference and 
the Rev. Hisa shi Muraka mi o fficiated. 
Mary Lou Youngquist, sis ter of the 
bride , was maid o f ho nor. Three Jap-

anese fr iends o f the bride served as 
br ides maids. Takayo Kosaka was flower 
girl and David Mayforth was ring
bearer. Marvin Stoller o f Sonoma 
Calif., brother of the groom , was bes; 
man and three Japanese fr iends of the 
groom were groomsmen . The ushers 
were the Rev. Reimer Clausen a nd 
Nevi lle Muir. 

The groom 's parents , Mr. and Mrs . 
Alvin V. Stoller of Portland , Ore., were 
present for the occas ion . Following the 
ceremony there was a reception in the 
church parlors . 

January 10 the missio nary fam ily met 
for the mar riage o f the Rev. Reimer 
Cla usen , N.A. B. miss ionary, and M iss 
Nobuko Matsui, (pictu red) instructor at 

the Japan M iss ionary Language Institute 
in T okyo, where the groom is a s tudent. 
The Rev. Yukio Fuj ie o ffi ciated at th is 
ce remony which took place a t the Kobe 
Union Church . Miss Mieko Hoshiba a 
friend of the bride, and Ro nald Stoller 
were the attendants . Joyce Woyke was 
the flower girl. Ba rt Mayfort h and 
Yoshi haru Hata were the ushers . A 
reception with the Rev. Douglas Woyke 
as Master of Ceremonies was held in the 
church parlors . The missio nary family is 
pictured . 

The miss ionary family also honored 
the Rev. a nd Mrs . F red Moore on their 
25th wedding anniversary . 

OLOS , Al.T A. Pro f. H . P: Ris tau of 
N.A .B. Col lege spoke a t the East Olds 
Bapti st Church on " The Bible and Ar
chaeology' ' and repl ica s of findings 
were qui te interesting. This was an 
Adult Fell owship project . 

E ight young people were bapt ized 
upo n the confessio n of their fait h . 

Pastor I. Kuja t based his message on 
Mat t. 3: "Baptism a nd the Chris tian 
Experience." Deacon Harry U nger chal
lenged the church to feed and nourish 
these in the fa ith . H is thoughts were 
based on John 2 1:15. This was the sec-

ond bapt ism we had wi thin one year . 
Pastor Kujat is on left; M r. Unger on 
right in piclllre. (Mrs . Trudy Schroeder , 
reporter. ) 

VICTOR, IOWA The Victor Baptist 
C hurch observed its 1 OOth anniversary 
March 26-27, 1976. 

By fa ith , a group of persecuted Bap
tis t believers came from Germany to 
America settling in the midwest , a few 
families southeast of Victor. They 
organized as the G erman Baptist Church 
in 1876 with help from the Muscatine 
Bapti sts . Their pastor ministered to the 
Victor group once each six weeks. On 
other Sundays the men of the church 
took turns in a lphabet ical order. 

Services were held ic homes and rural 
school buildings fo r 27 years . A Sunday 
school was also established . Midweek 
prayer and Bible study was begun in 
1880. The German language was used 
until in the twent ies, when it was 
gradually changed to English. 

As a result of much prayer, labor and 
sacrifice, the first church was built three 
m iles southeast of Victor in 1903 . It was 
dedica ted , debt free , and was used as a 
place of worship for 63 years . 

In 191 1 we united with the N th . 
8 

. or 
American apt1st General c011 fe . rence. 
We became involved in mi ssionary 
endeavors through the C hurch s d 

1 W 
, . . , un ay 

schoo , omen s M1ss1onarv u n ·10 d 
B 

. y h F . n a n 
apt1st out eHowship , helping sup-

port home and fore ign missions . 
Beginning in 1930 student . pastors 

= = ... 
=-= = = ;r 
;d 
iii 
== -· = iii = ii 

cam e . tw1c: a i:nomh . In 1933 we called 
our firs t lull time pastor and t\v . o years 
latet purchased the parsonage . In 1935 

JULY I AUGUST 1976 I 25 



= = = ~ = = ·-

the church name was changed to " Vic
tor Baptist C hurch ." 

By the sixties, the congregation had 
outgrown the facilities . So the people 
again prayed, labored and sacrificed to 
satis fy the need . Our present church 
home, in Victor, (pictured) became a 
reality and was dedicated on Jan . 29, 
1967. 

For the blessings of the past century , 
we give God the glory. May we, led by 
the Holy Spirit , go forward into the 
future with confidence and trust in our 
precious Lord . May he ever find his 
people here a t Victor Baptist C hurch, 
living and laboring for him, until he 
comes again . (Mrs . Merwyn Getz , 
reporter .) 

A mortgage burning ceremony was held 
a t the Victo r Ba ptist Church Sunday af
ternoon during the church 's cent ennia l 
observance. The mortgage was fo r the 
presen t church build ing built in 1966 
a nd dedica ted on Ja n. 29, 1967. Left to 
right are Bob Goodman , Ladora, cha ir
man of the deacons ; Harla nd Muller, 
Victor, cha irma n o f the trustees ; Ernes t 
(Spud) Shaull , Lado ra, Sunday school 
superin tendent; Ed McAda m , Victor, 
church treasurer; Rev. David Hornok, 
present pastor; Rev . Gle nn Fink , 
Lakota, pastor from 1963- 1968, and 
Rev. Robert Bunnell, M erri ll ville, Ind., 
pastor from 1968-1972. 

These men, includin!! former pa~tors 

a nd present pa~ tor, ,;ere speakers du r
ing the Victor Bapt i\t C hurch Centen
nia l observance t hi ~ pas t weekend. 
March 26-28, 1976. In fron t , left to 
right, are Rev. John Walkup, M in
neapolis, Minn .; Rev . Dale C haddock , 
Wheaton, Il l. ; Rev. Alvi n Wette r , Ben
ton Harbor, Mich .; Rev . J ohn Broeder, 
~yderwood , Wash . Back row , left 10 
right , Rev . Milt on Zeeb, South Cen1ral 
AMrca Secretary, N.A .B., Kansas C it y 

o · R GI · ' " ev. cnn Fink, Lakota, Iowa ; 
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Rev . Ray Schu lenburg, Wheaton , Ill. ; 
Rev . David Ho rno k , Victor, present 
pasto r a nd Rev. Robert Bunnell , Mer
rill vi ll e, Ind . Rev. G . K. Zimmerman, 
Executive Secre1 ary, N.A. B. Confer
ence, Oakbroo k Terrace, Ill. was a lso a 
speaker but not present for picture . 

Pas tors unab le 10 at1cnd were 1he 
Rev . Paul Friedcrichscn , Hayward, 
Cal., the Rev . Torrey Jo hnso n , Bible-
1own, Boca Raton, Fla ., a nd the Rev. 
Elmer Hutchinson, Livermore, Cal. 
Decea sed are 1 he Rev . Wm . Schobert, 
(Mrs . Schobert resides in G reen La ke, 
Wis .), the Rev. H . W . Wede l, and the 
Rev. Fred Schmidt. (His wife a t tended 
and spoke briefl y a l the last service . She 
li ves in Sulli van, Ill. ) 

VANCOUVER , B.C. O n March 17, the 
Miss iona ry Guild of Ebenezer Baptis1 
C hurch celebra ted its 25t h anniversary. 
It began with a dinner fo llowed by a 
program . A humorous skit was pre
sented by the lad ies. The script was 
taken from the original minutes o f the 
first mee tings 25 years ago. The gues t 
speaker was Ardicc Zio lkowski, former 
missionary to Ca meroon and presently 
Dean o f Women at N.A . B. College, Ed
mon1 on . A slide prcscn1 a 1ion shown by 
Dr. Ron H iller , consisted o f pictures 
taken by Ardice w hen she went to the 
mission fi eld 25 years ago, a nd the re
cent s lides taken by the Hillers during 
their firs t term a s miss ionar ies . The con
t rast a nd the progress o n the mission 
field was very encouraging. The offering 
was $ 1, 100 a nd was designated for 
medical equ ipment for the Mambilla 
Bapt is t Hospital in Warwar, Nigeria . 
O ur pas to r, Dr. Arth ur Patzia , closed 
the evening with some cha llenging 
words , prayer and the singing of " Blest 
be the Tie tha t Binds . " A fine spirit of 
fellowshi p was evident as fe llow church 
members , fo rmer Miss ionary Guild 
members, fri ends and husbands , num
bering 200 in all , enjoyed the festi ve 

eve111ng toge ther . Ard ice Ziolko wski is 
pictured th ird from righ t; Marion H iller 
is 1hird from left. (Hildegard Genz, 
president , Miss io na ry G ui ld . ) 

ST. 801\'JFAU VS, MINN. Eig h1 per
sons were bapti zed by 1he Rev. Delvin 
Ben sch in the M inne1ris1a Bapt ist 

Church , including his son . The pastor is 
pic1 ured o n the rig ht. The newly bap
ti zed were ex1ended 1he hand of 
fe llo wshi p a nd became members of Min
netri sta Bapt ist C hurch. 

On Palm S unday the combined choi rs 
of our chu rch a nd the Waconia Bapt ist 
Church presented the Ca ntata, " H a l
lelujah! What a Savior ." 

Special services were held during H oly 
Week wi th Rev. Pa ul Obinger as guest 
speaker. H e spoke o n pro phecy. The 
Waconia Baptist Church joined our 
church wi1h these services; 1he mee1ings 
were held a llcrna1cly in the churches . 

We are a lso happy to report a newly 
organized Men's Bible Study Group, as 
well a s an Adult Fellowship Group and 
Women 's Neighborhood Bible Study 
Group, which mee t in the ho mes every 
Thur sd ay morning. The reg ula r 
Wednesday evening Bible s tudy a nd 
prayer meetings , Wo mens Missionary 
Society and the Young Peoples groups 
are also well at1endcd . ( Irene Maas , 
reporter .) 

DALLAS, ORE. The Salt C reek Bap1ist 
Church gathered " Bread Loaves" o n 
Palm Sunday a t a special ceremony du r
ing the Sunday school. The money in 
these loaves went to "Wo rld Vision 
Inc. " fo r fa mine re lief thro ughout the 
world . 

On Eas ter Sunday s ix persons were 
bap1ized . They a lo ng wi1h seven o thers 
were added 10 1hc church and arc pic
tured a lo ng wi th Pastor Ray Ho ffman . 

That evening the cho ir sang 1he John 
Pe1crson Ca ntar a , " H a lleluja h , Whal A 
Savior, " d irec ted by Sieve /\cbi . The 
fa m iliar theme o f the song by the sa me 
name i ~ woven th ro ug ho ut, inters persed 

wit h va ri a11ons of o the r hymns and 
reading of Scriptures . A particula r 
so mber mood preva ils for a time as the 
cven1 s leading to Chris t 's crucifixtion 
arc so poignant ly portrayed in music. 
However, the glorio us hope of the 
C hris1ian is heraled in 1he closing 
numbers . The musical 1ouches the soul 
o f the singer as well as the lis tener. 
(Grace Voth, reporter.) 

NAPOLEON, N.D. Our heart s were 
blessed a t a very impressive baptismal 
service (pic1urcd) on Easier Sunday 
evening April 18, 1976, when our pas1or 
bap1izcd Miss A lice Braun and extended 
he r 1hc righ1 ha nd of fellowship into the 
Napoleon Baptis1 C hurch . The Lord 's 
Supper was a lso observed . 

The yout h o f our church presen1ed a 
very interesting Bicentennial program 
fea turing the life o f G eorge Wash
ington . Appropria1 e musical selec tions 
were rendered a nd enjoyed by a ll . (Mrs. 
H elen L. Walter , reporter .) 

WEST SAINT PAUL, MN. On March 
28 , 1he congregation o f Riverview Bap
t ist C hurch celebraied the first of a 
series of events in connect ion with our 
country's Bicentennia l Year. \Ve held a 
" Pilgrim " worship serv ice. Worshippers 
were encouraged 10 dress in colonia l 
cos1ume, deacons were sea ted in the 
front "pucs," men on 1he righl s ide of 
1hc church , women and children o n the 
left , whi le teenage boys were placed o n 
1hc fronl sicps of 1he pla1for111 facing 
1hc deacons . H ymn singing, led by 
Minister of Music, Dan Boyer , was ac
companied by Arny Her rell o n 1he flut e . 
No orga n or pia no was used . The head 
o f each fa mil y brought the family offer
ing to the deacons . The bulle1in carried 
a n expla na tio n o f a typical preaching 
se rmon in Puri ian time and the morn
ing message fo llowed this form at. A pic
nic type mea l was sha red at noon . each 
fa mily bringing its own food- 1ypica l of 
lhe time as much as possible. The 
deacons shared Bible s1orics wi th the 
sma ll ch ild ren and the clay' s ac1 ivi ti cs 
i.:ulminated in a Vesper Service . The 
~ing ing a t this service was acapc lla a.nd 
Pa s1or Radke bro ught a sermon whtch 
had been preached by 1he well -know n 

Colonia l pas1or, Jona1han Edwards . A 
coincidenta l s ituat ion which added to 
the realism or the observance was tha t a 
large window at the highest poin t in the 

back of our sanctuary was covered only 
with plastic because of the construction 
progra m present ly underway. High 
winds whistled through the upper rafters 
of the church making us very aware o f 
conditions under which our forefathers 
a 11ended church . Pictured are Pastor 
and Mrs . Douglas Radke and chi ldren, 
Da nny and Lisa . (M ildred Bruce, 
reporter.) 

• ID • memoriam 
MARCELLA RUTH BEISE, 70, of 
Mound , Minn ., passed away on April 
19, 1976. She was born May 2, 1906, at 
Eislics Point , Minnetrista Township, 
Minn . Marcella accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as her personal Savior and was 
bapti zed and became a member of the 
Minnc1rista Baptist Ch urch , St. Boni
fac ius , MN , whe re she was a member 
unti l her death. She was acti ve as 
church treasu rer fo r ma ny years as well 
as serving in 1he Women 's Missio na ry 
Society . She was a 43 year employee of 
Investor Diversified Services, and was 
voted In urance Woman o f the Year of 
Minneapol is in 1963 . The Rev. Delvin 
Bertsch wa the o fficiat ing m inister a t 
the funeral service. 

MERWY N BET Z . 69 , o f rura l 
Marengo , Iowa, died March 8, 1976. H e 
accepted Christ as Savior in 1hc Lad o ra 

l cthoclist P rotcstan1 Church. H e mar-

ried Freda Blome of Vic1or, Iowa, June 
1932. He was baptized and joined the 
Victor Bapt ist C hurch , serving a s dea
con and trustee, active in the church 
building program and parsonage re
model ing, also a ssis ted with Boy Scouts, 
was o n the school board, and member 
of C hristian Farmers , Inc. Surviving 
him are his widow; four children : Ran
da ll Betz, S haron Morrow, Leighton 
Betz, and Douglas Betz, 12 grand
child ren, and one brother. The Rev . 
David Hornak was the officiating min
ister a1 the funeral service. 

ADOLF EFFA, 87 , o f Yorkton, Sask., 
passed away Ma rch 7, 1976 . H e was 
born Feb . 15, 1889, in Poland. H e was 
born again a t the age of 13 and bap
tized . On June 26, 191 4, he was united 
in marriage to Olga Eichorst. This cou
ple came 10 Canada in 1920. During his 
active years he served his Lord a s a Sun
day school teacher and as a deacon in 
the West Ebenezer and Springside 
Churches, and was made honorary 
deacon a t Yorkton Central. He is sur
vived by his widow, Olga; 1wo sons, one 
daughter , 16 grandchi ldren, two great
g randchildren , four brothers and five 
sisters . The officiating minister was the 
Rev . Morley Schult z assisted by the 
Rev . J o hn Kuehn . 

ARNOLD G USTAV FREY , 69, of 
Salem, Ore., d ied on March 3 1, 1976. 
He was born in Gosse!, Ka n . on July 8. 
1906. He was married 10 Eliza bet h 
Becker a t Salem , Ore., in 1934. Upon 
his ret irement he moved to Woodburn , 
Ore., but reia ined his membership in the 
Salt Creek Baptist C hurch where he was 
a faithful member until his dealh . Mr . 
Frey served as deacon for many year a 
well as teaching a Sunday school class , 
singing in the choir, men 's chorus a nd 
quartet. At the time of his dea1h he was 
singing with the Woodburn Esta tes En
tertainers Ma le Chorus . Surviving him 
are his wido w, El izabeth ; three sons : 
Wallace, Gordon and Jerald ; four 
grandchildren ; one brother . Pastor Ray 
Hoffman was the officiating minis1er at 
the fu neral service. 

HE RY DE G ROOT, 7 1. of George, 
Iowa, died March 12, 1976. H e was 
born at George, Iowa in 1905. He was 
married to C lara Schrick in 1929. H e 
came to fai1h in Christ and later was 
bapti led into the membership of Cent ral 
Baptist Church . H e served a number of 
years as trustee and treasurer of the 
chu rch . He is su rv ived by hi widow, 
Clara: two sis ters and o ne brother. 
Funeral services were held March 15 at 
Cent ral Bap1ist Church in George, Iowa 
with the Rev. Morris Motley, ot'
ricia1ing. 
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BAPTIST WORLD POPULATION 
INCREASES 21 o/o IN A DECADE 

W A SHI NGTON-Membe rs hi p tn 

Baptist churches o f the world is 
32,887,522, up 2 1.23 per cent from the 
figure reported ten years ago, according 
to the Baptis t World Alliance sta tistics 
compiled by Associate Secreta ry Carl 
W . T iller. 

The gain from 1975 is 573 ,447 , o r 
I. 77 per cen t. The figure a nnounced a 
year ago was h igher , bu t contained two 
erro rs, according 10 BWA staff. New 
data from the Nat io nal P rimi tive Ba p tis t 
Convention in the USA, for which no 
figures had been received in severa l 
years , showed a decli ne o f 1,390,000 
from the o ld number. A lso , many 
churches associated with the Canadia n 
Baptis t mission in India had inad
vertent ly been cou nted twice by the 
BWA in com piling data for India fo r a 
m is take of 54,000. 

A fter a llo wing fo r the a dj ustments in 
1975 figures, seven of the eight regiona l 
a rea s in the BWA report showed in
creases from 1975 to 1976. Euro pe was 
the o nly a rea in which the nu mber o f 
Bapt is ts declined fo r the year. 

Over the ten year period , 1966-76 , 
only Central A merica a nd the Caribbean 
a rea had a s ligh t decl ine . This is mainly 
d ue to the recent omission of so me Ca
ribbean groups which include the word 
"Baptist" in their name, but a re more 
correct ly classified wit h the "Spirit ua 
lists," accordi ng to the BWA. 

The average size Baptist church in 
North A merica comprises 286 members . 
In the rest of the world, the average is 
117. 

Zaire, o n A frica's west coast , moved 
a head of the Uni ted Kingdom this year 
in the ran king of the ten nations with 
the larges t Baptist popula tions. The 
others in the lis ting remai ned in the se
quence of 1975. The 1976 lis ting of the 
largest Baptis t popula tions is as follows: 
United S tates of America , 28,50 1,041; 
India, 749,738; U.S.S.R., 545,000; 
Brazi l, 45 1,8 11 ; Burma, 314,302; Zaire, 
238,330; Uni ted Kingdom, 227, l 68; 
Canada , 186,539; Rom a nia, l 60,000; 
a nd _Nigeria, 144, 942. 

E1gh1een places a re new on the list of 
~ouni ries a nd dependencies where there 
is ~ Baptist witness, compared with the 
~ i stmg ten years ago. A Ba ptis t witness 
is now known in 11 4 na tio ns and 24 off 
shore dependencies. The 1975 figures 
were 113 and 28. Since then, fi ve de
pendencies have become natio ns, the 
dependency of the Caym a n Is lands has 
been added, a nd four nations have been 
dropped from the Bapti s t li st : Laos 
South Vietnam, A lgeria , and the Yeme~ 
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Arab Republ ic. It is possible that 
churches still ex ist in Laos a nd South 
Vietnam (in 1975 there were 2 a nd 21 
respecti vely) , but the BWA is out of 
touch w ith them a nd has therefore 
dropped them from its listing. 

The Ba ptis t Wo rld A lliance, open to 
a ll Ba ptis t bod ies , reaches 28,573,527 
directly thro ugh its I 06 member bodies. 
These BWA mem bers reach a n addi
t io nal 202,435 Baptists through their in 
terna t io na l m 1ss1o ns . A total o f 
4, 111 ,560 Bapt ists are in Ba ptis t bodies 
unrela ted to the BWA. D 

BWA LAITY DEPARTMENTS 
STRENGTHEN WORLD ALLIANCE 

Three departments fo r lai ty invo lve
m ent-M en, Women, a nd Youth- en
rich the work o f the Bapt is t World A l
liance (BWA), a nd touch churches a nd 
c<'rnmunities on every con tinent. 

Several BWA leaders firs t experienced 
in ternat io n a l C h r ist ian fe ll ows h i p 
th rough the BWA Youth Depa rtm ent , 
form ed in 1923 a s the firs t lay depa rt
ment. BW A General Secretary Robert S . 
Denny a ttended the firs t Ba pt is t Youth 
World Conference in 1931 a t Prag ue, 
Czechoslova kia . Da ltro M . Kiedann of 
P o rto A legre, Bra zil, BWA Youth cha ir
man , will p reside at meetings a t the 9th 
conference in Ju ly 1978 a t Hong Kong. 
Each BWA lay depa rtment sponsors 
reg ional a nd world meetings, a nd con
tri bu tes personnel and money to the 
work o f the A ll iance. 

The BWA Women's Department a f
fects the whole world wi th its a nn ua l 
Baptist Wo men ' s Day of Prayer in 
November. Ma rie Mat his of Waco, 
USA, department president , has the Day 
of Prayer p rogra m trans la ted int o 100 

languages. The M en's Department spon
sors a Ba pt is t M en's Wo rld wide Day of 
Witness and Prayer , initiated by leaders 
like C hairman S tephen S teeves o f Mo nc
ton, Ca nada. S teeves' predecesso r, Da
vid Y. K. Wong o f Ho ng Ko ng, presen t
ly ser ves as presiden t of the Ba ptis t 
Wo rld A llia nce. Lay leaders like Wong 
a nd S teeves have inc reased Ba ptis t 
men's involvemen t in evangelism a nd 
church leadership. D 

Kimberly Sue Heringer from 
Anamoose, N.D., is developing 
an early taste for good litera
ture. You sho uld read the 
BAPTIST HERALD, too. 

Make s ure your s ubscription does not ex
pire! Ask your agent. 

see ii 
by Paul H. Siewert 

Fo r ma ny years we have tho ught tha t 
fanat icis m had o nly one face-the face 
of the relig ious zea lo t. But l ' m con
vinced tha t the g rea ter face is now born 
by the a n ti- re lig io us zea lo t . 

Recent ly an art icle appeared in a local 
newspaper e nt itled, "Goel J oins Cam 
paign?" by Dick Dobso n . In th is article 
the a uthor tried 10 depic t the u ncons tit u
tiona l way in whic h pres iden tia l can
d idates arc vocalizing their C hri s tian 
co nvict ions a s pa rt of their po li tica l per
suasio n. Not only was h is info rm a tion 
biased beyond viable integrity but h is 
la nguage was unfit fo r the press. I su p
pose the two d o have a ki nship . 

Certainly it is true tha t we be lieve in 
the separa tio n o f s ta te a nd church . But 
where have we ever s ta ted tha t we arc 
advoca tes o f the separa tion of s ta tesm en 
and God? On ly atheis t ic co mm unism 
embraces such a position. 

I ' m sure we don 't need Mr. Do bson 
to tell us God joins no po litica l cam 
pa igns. But m ay be he should be told 
that God doesn ' t turn h is bac k cover 
h is cars, a nd close hi s eyes clurin'g cam
paigns eithe r. 

Abraham Lincoln once sa id he was 
not so much concerned a bo ut whet her 
God is on o ur s ide , but ra ther whethe r 
we arc o n God's s ide. J wonder how 
many of today 's cand ida tes are or that 
persuasion? Surely sw:h informa tion is 
no t a v io la t ion o f the princip le or 
separa t ion of c hurch a nd s tat e. [ l 

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor of 
the First /Japtist Church, Minot, N D. 
In this column Mr. Sie11•ert analy;,es cur
rent religious news of his choice. 

• Dr. Richard F. Houts, 47, wil l begin 
hi s teach ing min ist ry at North A merican 
Baptis t Semina ry, S ioux Falls, S.D . , o n 
A ugus t I . He has been appointed to the 
faculty as associa te professor o f Church 
Adm inistra tio n and Director of Field 
Ed uca tio n. 

For the pas t s ix yea rs Dr. Hou ts has 

whal"'s happening J 

been o n the faculty o f O ntario Bible 
College in T oronto. 

• Dr. Hans Luckey, former principa l of 
the Bapti st Sem inary at H a m burg, Ger
many, a nd a vice presiden t o f the Bap
tist World Alli a nce, 1939-47, d ied Feb
ruary 20 in H amburg a t the age of 75 . 

• Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson, fo r 17 years 
the execu ti ve director of the Baptis t 
J oin t Com mi1tee o n Public A ffa irs in 
Was hington, D .C. , d ied of a heart at 
tack February 23 in Dundee, F lorida . 

OUR STEWARDSHIP RECORD/NAB BASIC MISSION PROGRAM 

Car lson , 69 , was recognized in reli
gious a nd polit ica l c ircles a s a n a u tho r
it y o n relig io us libert y. He served a s 
c ha irm a n , co-cha irma n , o r centra l pa nel 
mem ber o f the Commission o n Reli 
g io us Liberty a nd H u m a n Rights of the 
Bap tist W orld All ia nce, 1957-75 . Total for four months 

January-April 1976-570,225.09 

January·Aprl l 1975-489,819.51 

$ 2,600.000 
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Colo r li ne fo r 1976 blac k line fo r 1975 

Goal for 1976- S2.524.000 
• Miss Marilyn Schulz o f Hunter , KS , 
has joined the world -wide linguis t ic task 
force o f W ycli ffe Bible Tra nsla tors . She 
expects to serve as transla tor with 
W ycli ffe , which works worldw ide to 
reduce aboriginal languages to wri1ten 
form a nd transla te the Scriptures into 
them . 

Marilyn is a member of Bethany Ba p
tis t C hurch , Hunter, Ka nsas. 

• The Rev. Herman Effa, former mis
s ionary to Brazi l since 1966 , began his 
min is try a s the pas to r o f Napier Park 
view Bapt is t C hurch , Benton H a rbor, 
Ml , in J une of this year. During the 
previo us mo nths he was the leader of 
the Brazil Praise S ingers who to ured the 
U .S. A . a nd Cana da . 

• The Re1•. Lany Burd has accepted the 
ca ll 10 Bethel Ba ptist C hurch , Getzv ille, 
N.Y. 

• The Rev. Irwin H. Kujat has accepted 
the ca ll to the C hurch Ex tension projec t 
in St. A lbert, Alberta . He previously 
served the East Olds Ba ptist C hurch , 
O lds, Alberta . 

• Ron Haber111as, '76 gradua te of Nort h 
American Baptist Seminary , Sioux Fall s , 
S. D. began his m inis try as the director 
of C hristian Educat io n a t Tr inity Bap
tis t C hurc h, Ke lowna , B.C., on J u ly I . 

• Edwin Fuellbrandt, '76 gradua te of 
North Am erica n Ba ptist Se m inary , is 
now the assis ta nt pas to r at Betha ny 
Ba ptis t C hurch , Va ncouver, B.C. 

A BICENTENNIAL 
INVITATION 

to North A merican Baptists 
When visiting our Nation's Birthplace 
Visit our Deno m inatio n 's Birthplace 

F leisch m a n n Mem oria l Ba ptist 
C hurch 

9th & Luzerne Sts. 
Philadelph ia, Pa. 19140 
Phone: (215)-225-2962 

Services Each Sunday 11 :00 A.M. 
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LAND OF 
THE FREE 

(Guest editorial by 
B.C. Schreibe~ 
assistant editor) 

North Americans pride themselves 
in living in the " Land of the free." 
This freedom was not easily won . 
There were wars that were fought; 
there were political battles; there 
were heated and hostile debates. 
Most tragically of all, there were 
thousands of young men who had to 
suffer and die, either willingly or 
unwillingly. Even so the beautiful 
phrase, "The land of the free," is 
not so much a fact as it is an ideal. 
If the dead could see and speak they 
would no doubt wonder whether our 
country was worth dying fo r. The 
only freedom they could observe is 
the freedom to be more materi
alistic, more selfish, more power 
hungry and more corrupt. The Rev
olutionary soldier would probably 
be shocked and say, " Is this 200 

years of progress or 200 years of 
regression? The spirit of 1776 is bet
ter than the spirit of 1976. The only 
difference is that you are better fed, 
better clothed and better housed
and you have medical insurance and 
social security. " All of this may 
sound more pessimistic than realis
tic. 

Jesus , too, may look down from 
heaven and say, " Is this the world I 
loved so much tha t I died for it? Is 
this the Church that I said I would 
build ? Many of the church buildings 
are more beautiful and more endur
ing than the Christia ns worshiping 
in them . One minister said his 
church is not getting bigger, only 
fatter. 

Jesus Christ is not only hopeful , 
but he is also rea listic. H e sees the 
flaws . Let us look at the seven 
churches in Revelat ion and choose 
the one that describes ours. Then let 
Christ be the head of the Church 
and let him have the power and 
freedom to correct the fault s . He is 
very idealistic in picturing " a 
glorious church, not having spot , or 
wrinkle .. . but that it should be 
holy a nd without blemish" (Eph . 
5 :27) . 

Let our patrio ti sm be not only 
idealistic but also realistic. Our 
forefath ers came to build a land ; 
Christ came to build a C hurch. 
Jesus said , " If the Son shall make 
you free, yo u shall be free indeed" 
(John 8:36). Only to the degree that 
we have a "Church o f the free" wi ll 
we have a "Land of the free . " 0 
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George Washington Is sworn in as the President of the United States of America placing his hand
and trust - o n God's w o rd . 
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Dear Editor: 
Thank you. Dr . Kers1an , for your 

commitmen t 10 create a publication a ble 
to instruct, inspire, reprove and in form 
i1s readers . Often I think about writing 
a note in response to an anicle but 
never have. However, after rereading 
" Yesterday's Evening Story" to my 
mother last evening, I a m so glad that 
Daphne Dunger shared with the readers 
of the BAPTIST HERALD how God 
brought about 1 he recovery of a critical
ly ill nurse. 

I like the addition of " Heavy Think
ing," because 1he messages are relevant 
10 dail y living. 

May I share a verse from I Cor. 15:58 
which my cousin gave me in one of her 
let1ers shortly before she died pre
maturely in 1959. It has been an inspira
tion often, as I cont inua lly seek to do 
God's wi ll. 

God bless you and all those who 
make it possible for us readers to 
receive monthly issues of the BAPTIST 
HERALD. Gratefully yours in Christ 
Miss Delores Henne, Jamestown , N.D. ' 

Dear Editor: 
Let me tak e this opportuni1y 10 lei 

you know how much we enjoy the BAP
TIST HERALD. We have fou nd i1 in 
spirat ional and informative, and we are 
proud 10 have ii and 10 be acqua i111ed 
wi th its editor. 

May God great ly bless you as you 
continue 10 serve him in your imponan1 
capacity . Sincerely in Christ, Diane King 
Susek, York, PA . -

Dear Editor: 
The leuer of Mrs. Hildegard Bands

mer concerning " The Gospel Road " in 
the Febru ary issue of BAPT IST 
HERALD left me quite surprised, since 
I assume that the wri ter must have seen 
1he film 10 be able 10 come to such 
weighty conclusions. 

After having seen 1he film a number 
of times and after recently showing i1 in 
our church, I simply canno1 agree that i1 
is a " farce." The film presents bot h the 

WE'RE LOOKING FOR PEOPLE 
WHO WANT TO LEAD! 
(Con1in 11edjro111 page 18) 

thee in the way which thou sha lt go; I will guide thee 
wi th mine eye" (Psalm 32:8) . God has done just that, he 
has made very clea r the way he wanted me to go . God 
opened the doors when it was the right path to . follow. 
T here were also those times of closed doors, times of 
disappointment , but again God marvelously undergirded 
me a nd taught the lessons which needed to be learned . 

God has led step by step clearly a nd . firmly , and ~is 
way has brought about joy and underlymg peace which 
can o nly come from God . I a m con ~ t antly _amazed a_s to 
his way of leading a nd the preparation which was given 
for every task which needed to be undert~ken .. 

I witnessed God supplying needs dunng umes of d~ep 
sorrow when God took, through accidenta l deat h, f1Tst 
my older brother and then my younger brother. God 
marvelously supplied the comfort and the strength . 
These experiences did not cause bitterness, rather they 
drew our family closer to God and to each o ther. 

The greatest influences that helped me to make a com
plete commitment to J esus C hrist were my home, the 
church and Christian friends. I can say " thank you" to 
God for his wonderful way of leading. To him be all the 
honor and glory for supplying every need . 

God has supplied my every need just as he has prom
ised in Phil. 4: 19, "For my God sha ll supply a ll your 
need according to his riches in glory by C hrist Jesus." 0 

truths and demands of the Gospel very 
realistically, and at the same time very 
movi ngly. The attempt to capture the 
flavor of life in Jesus' day and to clothe 
tha1 flavor in today's language has been 
very successfu l. When the fi lm was 
shown in our church, we saw a number 
of people come to know Jesus Chris t as 
personal Savior, and others make a 
renewed commitment to him . Similar 
results arc recorded almost everywhere 
this film is shown. These results do no1 
prove anything about the film as such, 
but they do prove that Goel is using the 
fi lm to speak to people . 

For tha t matter, so is God using 
Johnny Cash. The implied idea that 
disassociating himself from 1he nigh I 
club and casino crowd , and ded ication 
to the Lord 100 percent are one and the 
same 1hing, is not only absurd ~o my 
thinking, but foreign to 1he _teaching of 
Scripture. If Johnny Cash 1s _called by 
God 10 serve him and be a w11ness for 
him in the entertainment world, then 
that is where he must be. We need more 
people who have the courage to take a 
stand for Jesus Christ where they are, 
and where it ultimately counts. In our 
judgments we ought to cxerci ~e cau
tion, for people and other media use.ct 
by God for the funherancc of his 
Kingdom deserve more than a blun t 

' · R da dismissal on our part. Dieter e • 
pastor; Toronto, Ont. 

HELPING YOUR SUNDAY 
SCHOOL GROW 
(Co111i1111ed from page 21) 

Company, Inc., Benson Eas1, Old York 
Road and Township line, Jen kintown, 
Pennsylvania 19046. A combination 
promotional brochure and order form 
was mailed to Sunday school super
intendents las t month . Try an enlarge
mem campaign in your Sunday school 
this fall. Help you r Sunday school 
grow. 

Resources 
For successful outreach, you can see 

that the whole structure of the Sunday 
school, the a11 itude of l~e people l~
wards it and good funcuonal .org~111 -
za1ional structure needs to be built rtght 
into the Sunday school effort on . a 
year-round basis. To give ~uidance 111 

this, Gospel Light has publtshed _these 
helpful books and resources available 
from the Church Ministries Department. 

Wavs 10 Plan and Organi::.e Your 
Sund~,. School ($2.65 ea.) Four books: 
Early· Childhood ; Children;_ . Youth: 
Ad ult . Also available 111 a Tra1111ng Pac 
for each age level, including 1he book, a 
learning guide and cas enc ($6.95 ca .). 

S1111dav School Teachers Planbooks 
($ 1.95 ca.) Also for each age division, 
containing an iclcs, worksheets, lesson 
plan sheets, bibliographics and more. 

Your Sunday School Can Grow by 
Lowell E . Brown. ($2.25) An organiza
tional and administrative handbook. 

God's Way to Keep a Church Going 
and Growing by Virgil Gerber. ($2 . 25~ 
Plans from the book of Acts for churc 
growth and Christian discipleship. td 

How 10 Grow a Church by Don~z
McGavran and Win Arn . ($9.95) A ;<
session study pac 10 help leaders e 11 
amine 1heir church growth and pl~
s1ra1cgy for 1he future. Includes Le~',e. 
ing Guide, Regal Book by 1h~1 11t 
Cas cue . Resource tex1 only, $3.2:i . tcr 

Your Church Can Grow by C. P~ti;il 
Wagner. ($3 .50) Set s forth s~ve~ ''1

0
rs 

signs of a healthy ch urch and 111d1cat 
for determining a growing church . D 

WANT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL GROWTH? 

An E.T.T.A. Leadership 
Training Program In your 

church will produce it 

You ca n choose fro m 14 easy-to· 
use Bible and Christian education 
courses. 
For co lorful FREE 
brochure mail coupon 
today. Paul E Loth. Ed D. 

Pres1den1 ---EVA NGELICAL TEACHER 
TRAI NING ASSOCIATION I 

I Box 327. Wheaton. Ill. 60187 Dept . BH·7/76 
Send FREE brochure about E.T T.A . program 

1 1
1 
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210 Summit Ave., 

1 So. k Terrace, 
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and at additional mailing oJJ ICes. 
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Slj.9j • lltr:y c"_~E frto~ EAsy AN<I ~fST ••• ~15!?.!~e~i~~~iGRATioN ~a~NAdA 

dred illustra hons of Vibrant a O~e[ one hu n. ioys of hed a moty. s ttiP r Y 

story of events and exper;en~es :~'::;,•ting lo Canada. . ts and frustration 

years mimstry to refugees and irnrni ,~~ty FOLLOW-UP. <:::
0

nn•cting human "trees·~ 
lo Canada. g Is brought on by " • nspl•"to the new sooJ in 

ENlAD from the o ld co"ntrY d victmy filled story DOCUM .,y REPOl!Js on bu. Canada - thdefeat annd growth. SirnPle 
reaucrahc machonery With biographical of churches on b,~h a 

1 

New Canadian, 
sketches of government of Jicials and church histones of suece,sf·~iduals and families 
-related men • nd Women whoso dedication 8,000 names of ind• ope to Canada 

ltimalely cut through much red tape. transplanted fron, Eur o f Post World War 

U A one-chap.tee rev•~';' the direction of the 
RITA'S DIARY. You Will love this teen. One •mmogration Und 
ager, as she descnbes the frustrations and late Rev. FA Bl0edow. ' 

ORdeRyouR copy TodAy · 
Cheques should be made payable and ~~g~IZATION SOCIETY NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST llllllllGR~ION~~~~ Canada 

P.O. Box 1165, Winnipeg, an. ' 


