


The centra l imperat ive of The Great Commiss ion is to MAKE DISCIPLES. That means bringing men and 
women to Jesu s Christ, rel a ting t hem to the li fe of the c hurch, a nd teac hing them to become reprodu c ing 
C hristian s. The Ho ly Spirit enab les Christ's disc iples t o fulfill their evange listic ro le. 

Fourteen young eva ngelis ts have been c hose n to serve as m e mbers of the 1976-77 God's Volun teers Tea m . 
Pray for t he m as they minis t e r w ith ou r Conference c hurc hes from Oct. 3, 1976, to May 1 5, 1977. 

1976-77 Goo~s VOLUNTEERS TEAM 
ME BERS 

Name 

Be th Bleeker 
Joanna Derman 
Ta nel I Gerloff 
Ma rle ne Ginte r 
Co lleen Huber 
Karen Otto 
Conn ie Roga lski 
Kathy Sharp 

Wi lliam Arnd t 
Paul Dykstra 
Merle Hoots 
Scott MacDonald 
Bernd Ri st 
David Robinson 

City 

Eme ry, S. Oa k. 
Gra nd Fork s, N. Oak. 
George, la . 
Winnipeg, Man. 
Plevna, Mont. 
Burl ington, la . 
Winn ipeg, Man. 
Colfax, Wa. 

McClusky, N. Oak . 
Avon, S. Oak . 
Goodri ch, N. Oa k. 
Lodi, Ca li f. 
East Detro it, Mich. 
Be llwood, Ill . 

God's Volun teers D irector: Mr. Bob Walthe r 
Evangelism Director: The Rev. Ray Harsch 

Goo~s VOLUNTEERS 
SCHEDULE for 
1976-77 
Oct . 27 - Nov. 5 

Nov. 2 

Nov. 3- 12 

Nov.10 - 19 

Nov. 16 

Nov. 17 

Nov. 18 

Nov. 19 - 26 

Nov 24 · Dec J 

Dec 1 · 9 

First Baptist. Jamesburg, NJ 
Music sect ion - Oct. 27. 31 
Follow up sect ion - O ct. 30 - Nov. 5 

Ridgewood Baptist, Ridgewood. NY 
Mus ic section 

Immanu e l Baptis t. Woods ide NY 
Mu sic section - Nov. 3 - 7 ' 
Fo llow up sec tion - Nov. 6 _ 12 

High la nd Ba ptist. Derby, NY 
Music sec tion - Nov. 10 _ 14 
Follow up section - Nov. 14 - 19 

La kesh.ore Bapti st. St. Catharines, ON 
Music sect ion 

Germa.n Baptist. Ham ilto n. ON 
Mus ic sec tion 

Pine land Baptist, Burlington, ON 
Music sect ion 

Forest .City Baptist. London. ON 
Mus ic sec tion - Nov. 19 . 21 
Follow up se ction - Nov. 21 - 26 

Bible Ba pti st. Troy, Ml 
Mus ic section - Nov. 24 · 28 
Follow u p section - Nov. 27 . 
De c. 3 

Ripley Bou levard Bapti st. Alpena. Ml 
Mus ic section - Dec. 1 - 5 
Fo l low up sec tion - Dec. 4 - 9 

Dec. 7 

Dec. 8 - 12 

Dec. 13 - 29 

Dec. 30 - Jan. 6 
Jan . 5 -1 3 

Jan 12 - 21 

Ja n. 19 - 27 

Ja n. 26 - Feb. 3 

Feb. 2 - 11 

Feb. 8 

Fe b. 9 

Feb . 1 0 - 1 7 

Napie r Parkview Baptist, Benton 
Harbor, Ml 

Mu sic sect io n 

Grace Baptist, Racine, W I 
Mus ic sect ion - Dec. 8 - 12 
Follow u p sect io n - Dec. 10 - 12 

Chr istmas vacat ion 

Open 
Founta in Va lley Baptist. Founta in 
Va lley, CA 

Music sectio n - Ja n. 5 - 9 
Follow up section - Ja n. 8 - 13 

Tem ple Baptist. Lodi, CA 
Mus ic section - Jan. 12 - 16 
Follow u p sectio n - Ja n. 15 - 21 

Ho llyview Baptis t, Boring. OR 
Mus ic sect ion - Ja n. 19 - 23 
Fo ll ow up section - Jan. 22 - 27 

Bethe l Baptist, Missou la, MT 
Mus ic sect ion -Ja n. 26 - 30 
Follow up sectio n - Ja n. 29 - Feb. 3 

Trinity Baptist, Kelowna, BC 
Music sect io n - Fe b. 2 - 6 
Fo llow up sect ion - Feb. 5 - 11 

Temple Baptis t, Ca lga ry, AB 
Music sect ion 

Ea st O lds Baptist. O lds, AB 
Mu sic sect ion 

Onoway Baptist. Onoway, AB 
Mus ic sec tio n - Feb. 1 O - 13 
Follow u p sectio n - Feb. 13 - 17 

(Continued on page 18) 
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BWA General 
Counci I Enlarges 
Outreach 
MELBOURNE (EBPS)-Despi te the 
vast distances separating Australia 
fro m traditional Baptist origins in 
Europe and North America, a total 
of J 87 Baptist leaders from 3 1 coun
tries participa ted in meetings of the 
Baptist World All ia nce (BWA) Gen
eral Council and study commissio ns 
a t W hi tley Ba ptist College here Au
gust 16-20. 

The General Council meets annual
ly to transact All ia nce business be
tween the qui nquennial Baptist 
World Congress sessions . This was 
its first meet ing in the Southwest 
Pacific and its second in the Pacific 
a fter meeting in J apan in 1970. 

The BW A is a fe llowship of 106 
Baptist conventions and unio ns in 
about 80 countries , wit h a tota l 
church m embership o f 28.6 mill ion . 

The Council approved pla ns by the 
BWA 's new Division Committee on 
Evangeli sm and Education for a n in
ternationa l program of sharing a nd 
encouragement in areas of sp iritua l 
and study outreach. 

Enlarged programs in commu nica
tio ns, in protection o f religious liber
ty and human rights, world relief and 
in internatio nal s tudy forums a lso 
were approved. 

Th e Baptist World A ll iance 
General Council received a nd ap
proved prelimina ry p lans for a Sec
ond World Conference of Baptist 
Men a t Indianapolis, Ind ia na (USA), 
April 5-9, 1978; fo r a 9th Baptist 
Youth World Conference at Hong 
Kong, July 19-23, 1978; and for the 
14th Baptist World Congress at 
Toronto, Cana da, July 6-13, 1980. 

Dr. and Mrs. G. K. Z immerman, 
executive secretary, North A m erican 
Bapti st C on ference; Mr. E. K. Mar
tin, president, Cameroon Bapti st 
Convent ion; West Africa; a nd Mr. 
a nd Mrs. Delmar Wesseler , Delmar 
a nd David , of Lorraine, Kan ., at 
tended these sessions. Mrs . Wesseler 
is a vice-president of the BWA. 0 
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by Mark 0 . Hatfield 
Martin Niemoeller was a Germa n pasto r imprisoned by 
the Nazis during Wor ld War II. It was in prison th.at h,: 
experienced what he called his "sec.o.nd conversw.n . 
Niemoeller had so despised the atroc1t~es of the Hitler 
regime that he came to hate the prison guard who 
brought him his food each day. . . . . 

Seeing the Nazi insign ia on his umform, a ll the .md1g-
nation a nd outrage Niemoeller fell toward the evil sys
tem was directed against that guard . 

Then one day Niemoeller tells how he suddenly real
ized that Jesus Christ d ied, on the cross, for that guard; 

This message by Mr. Hatfield, U.S. Senator from 
Oregon, is excerpted from his remarks to the Conser
vative Baptist Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Explaining the Cover Page Art 
The work, rendered on scratchboard, is entit led, " In 
the beginning, God". I t was insp(red by a lecture 
delivered some time ago in Va ncouver by Dr. Francis 
Schaeffer, some exerpts of which are quoted below: 

" We are left with nothing if we do not have 
the full Christian position beginning with 
an infinite, persona l God who has created 
all things out of nothing. 
The beginning of Christianity is not, " accept 
Chri st as your Savior and be saved", though 
I believe that there is no other way of 
sa lvation under heaven but through Christ. 
The beginning of Christianity is the great 
cry, " In the beginning, GOD created the 
heavens and the earth !" 

Brian Rapske, member o f 
Bethany Baptist Church, Vancouver, B.C. 
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that C hrist loved him that much. A nd in the same fash
ion , Niemoeller was bound to love that guard , a nd love 
every man. The atonement of C hrist took on a whole 
new mea ning for the prisoner. Its implications were 
revolutionary, for every person was to be loved with the 
sacrificial love o f J esus C hrist. 

One of the tragedies of the C hurch today, which sure
ly grieves the H oly Spirit , is the unbiblical separation we 
have ma de between verbal witnessing to the Good News 
of C hrist and acting with his love to meet the needs o f 
our fellow man. This is basically the schism between 
those who stress evangelism, as opposed to " social 
gospel. " 

You do no t fi nd such a division in the Scriptures; you 
do no t see such distinctions in the li fe of Christ. This is 
a false dichotomy which we have created, a nd which we 
must allow God to destroy. 

When as ked, " Who is our neighbor," you will re
member our Lord 's response. He related the story o f the 
Good Samaritan . Our nei.ghbor was not simply the per 
son next door , o r our ci rcle of close fr iends. He was 
a nyone downtrodden, distraught, and victimized by the 
world 's pa in and inhuma nity. 
. T oday! my brothers a nd sisters, we as C hrist ians living 
m America mu.st face ~ne basic, startling reali ty about 
our wo.rld . a nd Its suffering. Tha t is simply this: most of 
huma~Jty is hungry. T he ?1ost basic physical need o f any 
?f us is _enough food to simply keep life going . Yet, that 
is a d~1~y st:uggle for m illions of people-people no t 
only .hvmg m o ther nations, but a lso right here in 
A~enca. Each day literally thousands o f fellow huma n 
bemgs lose that struggle, and die of starvation. 

Today our world stands on the brink of fam ine Yet 
all th~ world knows that there are ha rves ts of ple~ ty i~ 
Ame,n ca. But during the last seven years, we have not 
been as prudent as Joseph in the land o f Egypt long ago . 
Rather, far mers were paid not to grow crops on as much 
~s ~ne-seven th of our cropland, and grai n was left to rot 
m silos. 

We have made real attempts to increase the harvests 
of other countries. But the bodies to feed have expanded 
more rapid ly than food. Furt her , o ther forces that seem 
beyond our mortal con trol make current prophecies 
abo ut seven lean years ahead grimly believable. 

Let me be candid . There is no problem faced by this 
~orld more likely to breed instability and conflict, a nd 
mcrease the magnitude of mankind's suffering in the 
years d irectly ahead of us, than the shortage of food. 

Before World War II , most a ll countries of the world 
had all the grain they needed, and frequently some to 
spare. Only Western Europe was dependent upon buying 
grain from other nat ions. Today, much of the world 
needs grain , but only North America and Austral ia have 
subs tantial surpluses to export. 

T he United States produces ha lf of the world's corn 
and two-thirds of the world's soy-beans. Out of 1.2 
bi ll ion tons of gra in produced by the world, 90 million 
tons are t raded between count ries, and the Un ited States 
provides 70 million tons of that amount. 

Yet, what is our sit ua tion? Two-th irds o f the world's 
p~pulat ion fights for one-third o f the world's total pro
tein . 

! he s h~rtage ?f energy worsens the shortage of food. 
W1th the increasing mechanization of fa rming, both here 

and abroad, it takes about 80 gallons of gas to raise an 
acre of corn. Far more is required to produce fertilizer , 
which is essential to the hoped for " Green Revolution." 
Thus, whi le A mericans waited in line a few hours for gas 
for their cars, Indian farmers waited in line for five days 
for gas to run thei r irrigation pumps or other machines 
for growing and harvesting their crops. 

More t roubling is the report of some scientists who 
study the cli mate. T hey have ascertained that the world's 
temperature has dropped 2. 7 degrees since 1945, and 
tha t th is apparent cooling trend will cause desert areas to 
advance toward the equator, expanding the region of 
drought. We have already seen the effects of this in the 
Sahel region of A frica, where the Sahara Desert has ex
panded southward 30 miles each year of the current 
d rought. For the fi rst time in our memory, the Niger 
River can be crossed by foot. And at least 250,000 peo
ple have died from starvation . Continuing changes in 
climate such as this would effect India, South Asia, 
China, a nd Central America. 

Faced with this picture, what must pierce our hearts as 
believers in Christ a nd instruments of His compassion, is 
the monopoly on the world's food and protein enjoyed 
by us as Americans. 

Each of us living in America consumes nearly a ton of 
cereal grains, the most basic food and form of protein, 
each year. But only about 150 pounds of this is con
sumed di rectly in the form of bread, pastry, o r breakfast 
cereals . T he remaining 1,850 pounds is consumed in
directly in the form of meats, and then milk and eggs. 

By contrast, a n average person living in a poor coun
try has only about 400 pounds of cereal grains to con
sume each year for his protein. This he must take direct
ly in the form of grains, such as rice and wheat, for little 
o r none can be spared for conversion into more costly 
and inefficient means of protein production such as 
meat. 

I t takes about seven times as much grain to put pro
tein on the table in the form of meat as it does to con
sume such cereal grains with an equivalent amount of 
protein in d irect forms. 

We can no longer suppose that our extra abundance 
can feed the hungry of the world. Rather, the world will 
be fed only by the sharing of resources which the rich of 
the world have assumed to be their unquestioned posses
sion, a nd through the changing of values and patterns of 
life which the affluent have barely even questioned. 

Famine can not be averted by simply th ink ing we can 
increase the "size o f the pie" so those who have liule 
may have a little more. What we are discovering is that 
the pie itself has limits. Most all arable land around the 
globe is in use. Increased protein production once hoped 
for from the sea has not materialized, and now most 
scientists fear the seas are being "over-fished," which 
would deplete this resource. The simple truth, then, is 
that the "pie" must be shared more equitably. 

Ghandi put it cogently and well: " T he earth provides 
enough for everyman 's need, but not for everyman's 
greed.'' 

Faced with these realities, and filled with the compas
sion of Christ, what is our response? Above all , we must 
a llow our hearts to be made sensit ive to the suffering of 
our fellow man. The fact s and statistics must be trans-

lated into human realities which we can feel from deep 
within , and which quicken our conscience. 

We should allow ourselves to feel uncomfortable 
about our wealth, our life-style, our diet , and all our 
subtle worship of affluence. 

We must let God's Spirit move within us, even to con
vict us anew of sin, and to show us the ways of repen
tance and renewal. 

Most of all, let us cast aside all those rationalizations 
that would somehow prevent us from understanding and 
reaching out to those who suffer . 

T here are some who say that perhaps all the worst 
about famine, disaster, and war will indeed come true 
and that this only indicates and prepares us for the Sec
ond Coming of Christ. I do not want to g'et into a dis
cussion about eschatology, and all the various doctrines 
about the last days which have been such a source of 
division among us . But let us be agreed about one cen
tral biblical truth. We are never told to sit by and watch 
the world destroy itself in its inhumanity and sin , and 
console ourselves with the prediction that the end of all 
things must be just around the corner. To turn our back 
on the suffering of the world is to turn away from 
Chr ist himself. This is exactly what he has told us. 

Thomas Merton has written: "It is easy enough to tell 
the poor to accept their poverty as God's will when you 
yourself have warm clothes and plenty of food and med
ical care and a roof over your head and no worry about 
the rent. But if you want them to believe you- try to 
share some of their poverty and see-if you can accept it 
as God's will yoursel f!" 

The command and compassion of Christ compels us 
to respond to the physical and spiri tual needs of a 
hungry world. 

What concretely can we do? Let me offer some spe
cific suggestions: 

- Christians can be asked to give a specific tithe j ust 
for the purpose of relieving hunger; further, we should 
consider a graduated tithe, which increases in its percen
tage according to the amoun t of one's income. "From 
those to whom much has been given, much will be ex
pected." 

-We shou ld renew the Christian discipline of fasting 
as a means for teaching us how to identify with those 
who hunger, and to deepen our Ii fe of prayer for those 
who suffer. 

-We must all analyze, in prayer before God, our own 
habits of food consumption . Specifically, we can dras
tically alter our consumption of meat, and the money we 
save we can give to alleviate hunger. Some Christians 
may d:cide tha~ . part of th.eir witness means being a 
vegeta:1an. Families can decide how to limit their con
s~mptlon of ?eef, perh~ps to only certain days , or as 
limes of special celebration, or just on certai n days of 
the week. 

- Thanksgiving can be a time when Ch · · . . nst1ans 
throughout the land Join to express their thanksgivi ng 
for ~ur plenty, ~ot by a feast, but by a sacrificial out-
poun~g ~nd sharing of our plenty with the need ·u 
the Pilgnms shared with the Indians . y , J st as 

-As Christians, we can by o ur word and 1 . . 
e l ll h · ' our 1ving xamp e , ca t e nation to the task of sha .· . f . 
plent y with those who are in need . t mg rom Its 

(Continued on page /BJ 
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TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE REPORT FROM PORTLAND, 1976 c. To provide opportunities for fellows~ip, _inspiration 
and decision making at the 1979 Trienmal Confer
ence, Bismarck, North Dakota. 

d. To provide for a laypersons conference in Green 
A record number of 2,838 registered for the 38th Triennial 
Conference of the North American Baptist Conference held in 
Portland, Ore., J uly 27-Aug. I. Of these 777 were delegates 
and 13 were alternates. Mr. Delmar Wesseler, Conference 
moderator, assisted by Dr. Kenneth Fischer, vice-moderator, 
apt ly led the Conference business sessions. 

In the business sessions, the delegates: 
Approved the selection of the various Conference Commit

tees : Gratitude and Greetings, the Rev. Eugene Kern, Fair 
Oaks, Calif., ch.; Scru tineers: Mrs. Dorothy Barber, River 
Forest, 111. , ch .; Resolutions, the Rev. Robert Hess, Glen 
Ellyn , 111. , ch.; Accreditation, the Rev. H. J . Wilcke, 
Portland , Ore. , ch.; Balloting and Tellers, Mr . C. R. 
Johansson , Auburn , Mich., ch. 

Approved the Constitutional Change to make full-time Con
ference professional staff workers who are members of North 
American Baptist Conference churches to be voting members 
of the Conference. Previous to this o nly the ordained Con
ference workers could vote. This gives the right to vote to 
non-ordamed Conference workers, N.A. B. College and N.A.B. 
Seminary faculty. 

Adopted a resolution to es tablish a Ch urch Extension 
Department separate from the Board of Missio ns· to form a 
Church Extension Board consisting of the fol l owi~g 20 voting 
~embers : 12 (6 laypersons, 6 ministers) elected by the Trien
nial Conference (two representatives from each area), the 
general secretary of Church Extension, general treasurer of the 
Con ference, and the six area secretaries. Non-voting members 
of the board are the associate secretary for church extension, 
the comptroller and the executive secretary of the Conference. 
The Church Extension Department staff shall consist of the 
general secretary (elected) and an associate secretary (ap
pointed by the Church Extension Board). 

Defeated amendments to the church extension resolut ion: 
I. to make the area secretaries ex officio non-voting members 
of the Church Extension Board and 2. that the 12 voting 
members consist o f six laypersons and the six area secretaries. 

Extended the terms of incumbents, the Rev. David Wick, 
Eastern Area; the Rev. Irvin Schm ul and , Nort hern Area ; 
Wayne Heringer, Nort h Central; Harry Luikcn, South Central ; 
Don Cordill , Western; and youth at large, Brian Rapske, for 
three years on the Church Ministries Board , so that there will 
be systematic rotation, half of the members to be elected at 
each Triennial Conference. 

Changed the Conference name to North American Baptist 
Conference from North American Baptist General Conference. 

Adopted Conference Purpose and Goals for 1977-79. 
Purpose of the N.A. B. Conference: 
To bring about spirit_ual and num erical growth in the Kingdom 
of God .by the enabling power of the Holy Spiri t and through 
the unified efforts of Conference churches and agencies: win
ning people to Christ, baptizing them and teaching 1hem to 
obey the Word of God as loyal di sciples. 
A. CHURCH GROWTH 

I. To make 180,?00 church growth contacts re;ulting in a 
net member; h1p increase of 2,300 for 1977. 

2. To make 205,000 church growth contacts resuli ing in a 
net membership 1ncrca;e of 2, 700 for 1978 . 

3. To make 240 ,00? church growth contacts resulting in a 
net membership 1ncrea;e of 3, 100 fo r 1979. 

4. To \ta rt I 0 new churches in each of the year\ t 977 
1978 and 1979. · 

5. To pr?vide s_ervices whicl_1 wi ll help churches to grow in 
all pha ;~s of church mm1; try \Lich <h ; pi ri 1ual growt h 
leadership abi lity, un ity , mat uri ng in 'faith and increas~ 
in the body of Ch rist. · 
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B. MISSIONS 
I. To proclaim the gospel through evangelism, church 

plant ing, church work, educat ion and medical services 
(when needed) in Ca meroon, Nigeria, Japan, Brazil 
and the Uni ted States, through the wi tness and service 
of 110 mi ssionaries and short term missionaries in 
1977, 11 4 missionaries in 1978 and 120 missionaries in 
1979. 

2. To proclaim the gospel by providing hospital treatment 
and medical care for more than 100,000 patients in 
Cameroon and Nigeria for each year of 1977 to 1979. 

3. To maintain a Bible college in Cameroon wi th an 
enrollment of at least I 00 students by 1977, 11 0 by 
1978 and 120 by 1979. 

4. To establ ish more firmly the Bible school in Nigeria 
with an enrollment o f 25 by 1977 , 30 by 1978 and 40 
by 1979. 

5. To es tab lish a new pastoral training program in Japan 
during 1977-79. 

6. To expand the num ber of centers fo r Theological 
Educat ion by Extension (TEE) in Brazil. 

7. To provide consul tation to associations in becoming 
involved in inner city ministries in thei r a rea and to 
assist them wi th subsidies in establishing such mi nis
tries. 

C. RECRUITING AND TRAINING LEADERS 
I. To increase the total enrollment at North American 

Baptist Seminary to 225 by 1977, 250 by 1978 and 275 
by 1979. 

2. To construct a 21-unit student apart ment bui lding at 
the N.A.B . Seminary by 1977. 

3. To construct a modern multi -purpose educat ional 
cent~r and to expand the library bui ld ing at the N.A.B. 
Semmary by 1979. 

4. To increase the full-time enrol lment at the N.A. B. 
College to 180 by 1977, 200 by 1978 and 220 by f 979. 

5. To launch the fo llowing programs at the N.A. B. 
College: The Bachelor o f Arts in Religion in 1977, 
~achelor o f Sacred Music by 1978 and Master o f Mis
sions by 1979. 

6. To ~on st ru c t a new library by 1978 and additional 
housmg for students at the N.A.8. College by 1979 

D. STEWARDSHI P . 

E. 

1 
· To ~s~ i s t local churches in stewardship education by 
pro~idmg resource materials and by conducting I 0 
semmars each year for 1977-79. 

2. To pro_vide reliable estate planni ng informati on and 
cou n se~1~g regarding will s, trusts and tax savings op
portun1t1es to our people. 

3. To . secure additional commitments for N.A.B. 
mm1stries through wills, trusts and other es tate plan
nmg agreements of $2,500,000 in 1977, $3,000 ,000 in 
1978 and $3,500,000 in 1979. 

4. To raise $2,800,000 in 1977 and adequate funds in 1978 
a~d . 1979 to meet 1 he approved rnn ference mission and 
m1n1stry budget. 

5. To increase deposits in the Church Ex tensio n Investors 
Fund to a to ta l of $ 1,200,000 by f 977, $ 1,600,000 by 
1978 and $2,000,000 by 1979. 

FELLOWSHIP 
I. Associa tions 

a. To enco urage pa rtic ipa tion in assoc1at 1o n 
sponsored opport uni ties fo r fell owship , ministry 
and learning. 

2. Con fercnce 

a. To provide opport uniti es for fellows hi p and 

learning for yout h a t the 1977 North American 
Baptist Youth Congress. 

Lake, Wis. , in 1977. 
3. Baptist world Alliance . 

To encourage participation 111_ the 1977 Baptist b. To provide fellowship and continuing education 
opportunities for pastors and their fa milies at the 
1978 North American Baptist Pastors' Conference. 

a. World Alliance Women 's Cont111en1al Congress in 

in appreciation of 
Miss Berneice V. 

Westerman, 

Missionary teacher , who for 
twent y-seven years served with ex
trao rdin ary devotion, se lflessness 
and sacrifice in the United Re
public of Cameroon in various 
capacities such as : teacher, school 
manager, principal, teacher . of 
missio nary children, and field 
missio na ry . 

in appreciation of 
Miss Ernst ina Schmidt 

Mi ssionary teacher, who for 
twenty-four years served with ex
traordinary devot io n , selfl essness 
and sacr ifice in the United Re
publi c of Ca meroo n in various 
capacities such as teacher , school 
manager , women 's worker and 
d irector o f the wo men' s depart 
ment at the Bapt ist Bible Training 

College at Ndu. 

the Bahamas . 
(Continued on page 10) 

~_IATION 
in appreciation of 

Miss Florence Miller 

Missionary teacher , w ho for 
twenty-five years se rved with ex
traordina ry devoti o n , selflessness 
and sacrifice in Japan in various 
capacities such a s: beginning o ur 
first church in lse , working in 
student evangelism and teaching 
at O saka Biblical Seminary for a 
period of thirteen years . 

of appreciation to 
the Reverend Richard 

Schilke, D.D. 

for 37 years of ministry with the 
North American 

Baptist Conference as pastor , 
1939- 195 I and a s 

General Mission Secretary, 
195I-

His sacrificia l work, farsig ht ed 
wisdom, decisive administration , 
understanding care and loving 
devo tion to Chris t ha ve led the 
Conference in a n expand ing and 
effective missio ns o u treach, and 
his leadershi p role is hereby deep
ly appreciat ed a nd grat efull y rec
ognized. 

in appreciation of 
Miss Minnie M. Kuhn , 

R.N., 

ho for Missio nary nurse, w 
twenty-four years served with ex
traordinary devotion , sel.flessness 
and sacrifice in the U rnted Red 
public of Ca meroon I 952 -64 ~n 
. N. . 1964 in our medical tn 1gen a -
mission outreach. 

~ 
in appreciation of 
the Reverend and 

Mrs. Fred Holzimmer 

Missionaries, who fo r twen t~-fi ve 
years served wi th ext raordtnar.Y 
devo tion , selflessness and ~acn
fice in the United Republtc _of 
Cameroon. T hey fait h fully P 1 ~
neered in evangelism and in addi
tio n Mr. H o lzimmer served as ac
ting fie ld treasurer 1966-67, a c
tino fie ld secre tary 1968-69 , and 

0 

act in g e van ge lis m sec r e t ar y 
1973-74. 

PreseJlted by tfle Board of MissioJls of Tile Nortq America11 
Baptist GeJleral Missio11ary SocietY, Jnc., A_ug.1, 1976, at tne 
38tq trieQQial sessio11 of Nortq American Baptist Go11f ere11ce, 
--------portlaJld, Oregon 



ELECTION RESULTS OF THE 
TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 1976 
DENOMINATIONAL OFFICERS 
AND PERSONNEL 
Executive Secretary 

Dr. G. K. Zimmerman 
General Secretary, 
General Missionary Society 

Dr. Richard Schilke 
General Director, 
Church Ministries Department 

Rev. Bruce Rich 
Stewardship and 
Communications Secretary 

Rev. John Binder 
General Secretary of 
Church Extension 

Rev. Lyle Wacker 
General Treasurer 

Mr. Milton Hildebrandt , St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Moderator 
Dr. Kenneth Fischer, Lodi, Calif. 

Vice Moderator 
Dr. Peter Fehr, Minneapolis, Minn. 

General Council Woman 
Member at Large 

Mrs. Edith Schroeder DeNeui, 
Chancellor, S. Oak. 

Board of Missions 
Eastern Area 
Minister 

Rev. Gordon Thomas Bethlehem Pa. 
Layman ' ' 

Mr. Carl Guent her, Cleveland, Ohio 
Great lakes 
Minister 

Rev. Adolph Braun, Warren, Mich. 
Layman 

Mr. Douglas Floria, Lansing, Mich. 
Nonhern Area 
Minister 

Rev. Heinrich Goliath, Winnipeg, 
Man. 

Laywoman 
Mrs. Verna Ziolkowski Peter, Win
nipeg, Man. 

North Central Area 
Minister 

Rev. Allan Strohschein, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Layman 
Mr. Harold Michelson, Bismarck, N. 
Oak. 

South Central Area 
Minister 

Rev. Manuel Wolff, El linwood, Kan. 

Mr. Delmar Wesseler, 
Conference moderator, 
1973·76, with Dr. G. K. 
Zimmerman , general 
secretary, during a 

~ business session of the 
: Triennial Conference. 

8 I BAPTIST HERALD 

Dr. Robert Schreiber, 
pasto r, Trinity, Portland, 
and general chairman of 
The Local Arrangements 
Committee welcoming 
delegates and vis itors 
to the 38th Conference 
in Portland. 

Layman 

Dr. Kenneth Fischer is 
the newly elected mod· 
erator of The NAB Con
fe r ence to se rve 
1976-1979. He was vice
moderator of the Con
ference 1973· 76 and is 
the pastor of the Tern· 
pie Baptis t Church 
Lodi , Calif. ' 

Mr. Adolph Hill , Kyle, Texas 
Western Area 
Minister 

Rev. Richard Hohensee, Kelowna, 
B.C. 

Laywoman 
Mrs. Erma Jean Krueger, Colfax, 
Wash. 

North American Baptist Seminary 
Board of Trustees 
(6 year term) 
Pastors at Large 

Rev. Art hur Brust , Sacramento, 
Calif. 
Rev. Clinton Grenz, Jamesburg, N.J. 
Rev. John Thielenhaus, Cleveland , 
Ohio . 

Laymen at Large 
Mr . Douglas Bleeker, Mitchell, S. 
Oak. 
Mr. Darrel Heri nger, Anamoose, N. 
Oak. 
Mr. Delmar Wesseler, Lorraine, Kan 

Layman, Canada · 
Dr · Lyle Grenz, Burlington, Ont. 

Laywoman at Large 
Mrs. Ruth Braun, Auburn, Mich. 

North American Baptist College 
Board of Trustees 
(6 year term) 
Layman, U.S. 

Mr. Victor Steinfeld Portland, Ore. 
Layman, Canada ' 

Mr. Albert Stober, Kelowna BC 
Layman, Edmonton ' · · 

Mr. Ot10 Radke, Edmonton, Alta. 
Laywoman, Edmonton 

Mrs. June Kern, Millei, Alta. 
Laywoman , Alberta 

Mrs. Estella Reich, Medicine Hat, 
Alta. 

Minis1er, U.S. 
Rev. Eugene Kern , Fair Oak s, Calif. 

Minister, Canada 
Dr. Anhur Patzia, Vancouver , B.C. 

Church Ministries Board 
(6 year term) 
Eastern Area 
Layperson 

Miss Diane Quiring, Rochester, N.Y. 
Great Lakes Area 
Layperson 

Mr. Bob Hooker , Glen Ellyn, Ill. 
Northern Area 
Layperson 

Mr. Roger Grose, Medicine Hat, 
Alta. 

North Central Area 
Minister 

Rev . Leo Reck, St. Paul, Minn . 
South Central Area 
Minister 

Rev. Victor Gunst, Aurora, Colo. 
Western Area 
Minister 

Rev. Wayne Bibelheimer , Stockton, 
Calif. 

Laywoman at Large 
Mrs. Garene Bibelheimer, Cat hay, N. 
Oak. 

Church Extension Board 
South Central Area 
Laywoman 

Mrs. Elaine Strobel, Bison, Kan. 
Minister 

Rev. Donald Patet, Aplington, Iowa. 
Western Area 
Layman 

Mr. Stan Joh nson, Tacoma, Wash. 
Minister 

Rev. Bernard Fri tzke Portland, Ore. 
Great Lakes Area ' 
Layman 

Mr. Fred Burbach, Benton Harbor, 
Mich. 

Minister 
Rev. Loren Weber Bellwood, Ill. 

North Central Area ' 
Layman 

Mr. John Firtko, Minneapolis Minn. 
Minister ' 

Rev. Leon Bill, Sioux Falls, S. Oak . 
Eastern Area 
Layman 

Mr. Barry Stedman London, Ont. 
Minister ' 

Rev. Fred Mash ner, Rochester, N. Y. 
Northern Area 
Layman 

Mr. Willi Glesmann, Jr., Winnipeg , 
Man. 

Minister 
Rev. Harold Weiss, Edmonton, 
Alta. D 

Thirteen new missionaries were commiss ioned 
at the Triennial Conference on Sunday af ter· 
noon: the Rev. and Mrs. Raymond Hoffman 
(Cameroon), the Rev. and Mrs. Ken Priebe 
(Cameroon), Miss Rosemarie Stein (Cameroon), 
Miss Susan Krier (Cameroon), the Rev. and 
Mrs. Reinhardt Neumann (Jos. Nigeria); Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron Stoller (Japan), and short-term 
missionaries, Miss Linda s. Hartley (Japan) 
and Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lengefeldt (Japan). Dr. 
Richard Schilke and Dr. Peter Fehr led the 
commission ing service. 

randolph church th by Mrs. John Walls 

celebrates lOOanniversary 
The Randolph Baptist Church, Ran

dolph, Minn. , celebrated its IOOth 
birthday along with the nat ion's 
Bicentennial this year. 

The church was organized on June 
23, 1876. Fifteen members of the Hast
ings Baptis t Church wished to have a 
church in thei r neighborhood. Johannes 
Engler gave a plot of ground in Hamp
ton township one mile north of Ran
dolph where the church was bui lt. 

For' several years the Hampton and 
Hastings churches shared their pasto.r. 
In J 884 a mission church was started Ill 

Faribauit. It was our first mission 
church with more to fo llow in the years 
to come. These two ch urches sha.red a 
m1111ster until 1928, when Fa ribault 
disbanded. . 

The church bui ld ing was enl.arged .111 

1912, wit h the first electric lights. in

sta lled in 1919. It was moved, not piece 
by piece, but by horses and men, 40 
horses to be exact, to its present. loca
tion in 1925 . All services were in the 
German language unti l 1929, when the 
English language was used. 

It was not until 1946, under the lead
ership of the Rev. Ben Zimmerman that 
we observed our 70th anniversary. There 

h I records of Sunday school a re c urc 1 
1 

.th 
classes as early as 1878, a ong wt 
Christ mas programs. 11 has been a traf 
dition 10 pass out apples and bags 0 

candy to the children at the. p~ograms .. 
The present Woman's M1ss1 on~ry Cir

cle was organized in 1938, wit h the 
women meeting in the homes. At least 

. year is devoted to one meeu ng every 
White Cross work. 

Records show that in 1884, the Bap
tis t Young People's Union was started. 
In 1949 the group changed its name 10 
Commi;sioned Baptis t Youth Fellow-

ship. 
11,c have been involved In the past 

wi th different camps that have been 
held in var ious places in Minnesota and 
w· . At present we arc suppor11 11g 1scons1 n. . 1 11 ac-
t he new camp a t Lansing, o~va. • 
commodates people from the four states 
of Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Mu~ 
neso1a. We have been involved 111 vari
ous mid-win ter institutes and sever~) 
Youth Quakes which have been held ll1 

the fa ll months. 
In 1949 a 70 foot chime~ 1ower was 

do nated. The music has been heard for 
several mile~ around. Music has been an 
important part of the chun.: h's ministry. 
Abou 1 this time, a piano and organ 

were also donated. Over the years many 
soloists, bands, and musical groups have 
sung to the glory of God. 

An additional room was added with 
modern plumbing in 1952. It was then 
that we had the burning of the " bif
fies." That was also the year we pur
chased the parsonage which we had 
been renting for many years. 

In 1890 we ordained our first minis
ter, the Rev. C . F. Tietge. This year we 
will be ordaining our fourth and present 
pastor, Larry Friesen. We have had 
twenty pastors serve us; the longest for 
13 years. 

The church has been very mission 
minded and has ranked favorably in the 

past years in the Minnesota-Lacrosse 
Association. A former pastor and his 
wife, the Rev. and Mrs. Wilfred Weick 
left in 1967 to serve as missiona ries in 
Japan. Mr. and Mrs. Larry Sta ir were 
short-term missionaries to Cameroon, 
Africa. 

When the ch urch was started, a 
church cemetery was begun. Members 
before 1952 received their plots free, but 
now they are purchased. The cemetery 
was cared for perpetually in 1962, when 
the title was released to the newly 
organized Hillcrest Cemetery Associa
tion. 

(Continued on page JO) 

The Rev. Robert Gamble, 
Methodist Chu rch, Ran
dolph (I. to r.); the Rev. 
Iver Torgerson, Lu theran 
Church, Randolph; the 
Rev. Leo Reck, Redeemer 
Bapt ist, St. Paul; Mr. Nor· 
man Glewive, Minnesota· 
La Crosse Assoc.; Dr. 
Ralph Powell , N.A.B. 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, S. 
Oak.; Pastor Lar ry 
Friesen, Randolph Bap· 
list; and the Rev. Bert II· 
terman, George, la. ; were 
participants in the service 
of dedication. 

Pastor and Mrs. Larry Friesen with daughters, Christin and 
Shari. 
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TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
REPORT (Continued from page 7) 

b. To encourage participation in the 1978 Baptist 
World Youth Conference in Hong Kong. 

F. Al D TO NEEDY 
I. To further the ministry to the aging by sponsoring 

conferences on " Ministry with the Aging" for Baptis t 
Home leaders and other interested persons. 

2. To distribute financial aid and pensions to pastors, 
pastors' wives and other Christian workers. 

3. To receive and distribute funds to help meet the needs 
of people through the Baptist World All iance Relief 
Fund. 

Viewed an overhead projector presentation by Conference 
Treasurer Milton Hildebrandt on the financial sta tement of the 
Conference: this is the first triennium in which we have met 
the budget every year; while during the past 16 years we only 
met the budget 7 times; asked for money to be sent to the 
Conference Office for the budget more regularly during the 
year so that 25-30% of the budget would not have to be 
received at the end of the fiscal year, December, and we will 
not have to borrow money to cover operating expenses. 

Raised the premi ums to $300 for dues paying members of 
the Pension Fund and to $150 the Conference portion in order 
to increase the benefits. 

Sent greet ings 10 a number of elderly and ai ling pastors and 
wives. 

Heard a report concerning action taken by the General 
Council in a decision to fo llow a cost of li ving index service 
provided by the Overseas Resource Cou ncil. Whenever there is 
a ± 5 point variat ion in the cost of living in Canada as com
pared 10 Washington, D.C., necessary salary adjustments wi ll 
be made. 

Since mortgage interest rates in Canada are considerably 
higher than in the U.S. A., the Council has approved a recom
mendation of the Inves tment Committee that stipulates that 
the general workers in Canada can get loans at the same rate 
as the general workers in the United States. The mortgages 
that were negotiated previously will be rectified. 

Accepted a recommendation that the next capital funds cam
paign include an approximate goal of $3,200,000 and be 
launched in the fa ll of 1978, wit h the covenants to be paid 
over a three-year period, and the departments of missions, 
church extension , college and seminary are to receive equal 
amounts of the total amount raised less expenses incurred. 

Voted by a substitute motion to go east to Niagara Falls, 
N. Y. , for the 1982 Triennia l Conference, since we have not 
met in the East for 30 years. Thereby the recommendat ion of 
the Time and Place Commi1tee to accept the invitation of the 
churches in Alberta to meet in Calgary for the 1982 Confer
ence was defeated. 

Adopted the report of the Grat itude and Greetings Commit 
tee expressing gra titude 10 God for granting each one of us 
new visions and goals for a worthy future; motivations and 
uplifti ng ex periences through the Spirit in the continued work 
of our Lord throughout our churches and mission fi elds during 

these days. Gratitude was expressed to the City o f Portland, 
the general chairman, the churches of Oregon and Idaho , the 
Conference moderator and working · committees, the speakers 
and workshop leaders, participants in music, \V.M . U. 's specia l 
programming, missionaries, chapla ins, pastors, delegates and 
friends. Greetings are extended to all churches and mission 
fields at home and abroad. 

Approved the Constitutiona l C hange that the General Coun 
cil sha ll appoint a com mittee of a minimum o f 12 from among 
its own membership or from the membership of the Confer
ence to be known as the Finance and Stewardshi p Comm ittee. 
It shall receive requests and be responsible to make recommen
dat ions to the General Counci l with respect to expendi ng funds 
and raising funds of the Con ference and all cooperating 
organiza tions. 

Approved the Constitu tional Change that the General Coun
cil shall appoint a Communications Commi1tee wi th a mini
mum o f six members to plan and implement a coordinated 
communicat ions strategy for the Conference; to manage the 
production o f general information and publicity materia ls or 
projects; and to serve as a consultant to Conference depart
ment s on the development of their publicity and materia ls. 

Adopted a reso lut ion tha t the General Council appoint a 
standing Resolutions Committ ee at least one year before the 
triennial sessions which wi ll solicit informa ti on or possible 
resolutions from N.A.B. churches and associa tions duri ng the 
triennium in order to formu late resolu ti ons for considerat ion 
at the Conference sessio ns and that a ll resolut ions to be con
sidered by the Resolu tions Commi1tee be ~ubmi t tecl no later 
than three mo111hs before the Triennia l Conference and pub
lished in the BAPTIST HERALD together wi th othe r signifi
cant Conference business items. Reso lutions from the fl oor 
would still be permissable. 

Approved a resolution that a co mplimenta ry copy of each 
year's General Council Report s be sent to each North Amer
ican Baptist C hurch. 

Agreed to a resolu tion that we support our Finance and 
Stewardship Comm ittee and encourage them 10 set and main
tain a salary scal e for the personnel of o ur Conference, in
cluding the college and seminary staffs, which is on a com
peti tive level so as to retain and attract qua li fied persons. 

Defea ted a resolu tion that the General Co unci l activate a 
task f~rce to review the stat ement o f dis tinctive principles 
found in the Preamble o f the Constitution of 1he North /\rncr
ican Baptist Conference and for mulate a statement of faith to 
be prepared and presented al the Trienn ial Con fcrencc scss i ~ ns 
in 1979. 

Accepted a substitute motion that the issue of abortion be 
referred to a commi1tee of the Genera l Council wh ich is to 
come up with a sta1cme111 o n the sanctity o f human li fe . The 
original resolution asked tha t N./\. B. Conference disavow any 
part in the 1973 decision of the Baptist Jo int Committee, re
quest that this be placed on the agenda o f the BJ C's next 
semi-annual session to be reconsidered, and that 1he N.A.B. 
Conference oppose the 1973 Supreme Court decision o n abor
tion as violative o f human life and dignity. [ 

RAN DOLPH CHURCH 
CELEBRATES: 
(Continued from page 9) 

Heb. 13:8 and phrases ··s pirit o f '76" 
on them. 

dedication service; an Harvest Festiva l; 
a Su nday school pi cnic; and a nn iversa ry 
dinner; an Halloween pa rty; the annual 
Chri~tma> party; and a pra i>L' and 
1ha nk~gi ving \Cf\ ice. 

In 1958 1hc church helped the town of 
Randolph celebrate its centennial with a 
noat depict ing a theme o f "Oxcarts to 
Rocket\.·· "'Jcsu\ Chri\ t. the Same Yes
terday, and Today, and Forci er·· was 
chosen a> the theme from Heb. 13:8 for 
t hi ~ year. f he young people have de
\ igned a bu tt on with the reference to 

10 I BA PTIST HERALD 

The main celebra tion o f the I001h 
yea r occurred J ul y 16-18, 1976. The 
special ac1ivi 1ies that have been already 
h&ld or planned for 1 he centennia l year 
include a New Year 's Eve part y wit h the 
clothing styles of ea rly years; a youth 
skit port raying church hi~ t ory; a Ger
man service; a vesper service at 11 il lcrcst 
Cemetery; a " walk -in" from the former 
chu rch \i tc; a week-end cclcbra1 io 11 with 
a bi rthday party, barbecue, wor\ hip and 

On the IOOt h Anniversary o f the 
church we arc thankful for a ll the faith 
ful \ervant > who ga1c of them,cll c, for 
1hc l...:ingdom o f God through thi' 
church. 11 i> our hope and dc>irc tha t 
we may continue to meet the challenge 
of today and rccogni1c the opportunitie> 
o f the fut ure in the com munity. 

c'MON 
INN 

by Joyce Terveen 

C'Mon Inn says the sign above the 
former bank bui lding on Mai n Street in 
the small farming com munity of Emery. 
S. Dak. Upon e111ering the s tructure, 
that is if one does as the sign instructs. 
one ca n fi nd food at the snack bar, fun 
with the recreational equipment and fel
lowship wi th the gat heri ng of you ng 
people-all necessary elements in the 
creation of a successful youth center. 

But the C'Mon Inn is a special youth 
center. Its creation story involves more 
than just a putti ng together of the essen
tial clements of food, fun and fellow
ship. The C'Mon Inn began as an ent ry 
on a pastor's prayer list , developed into 
a project o f the church and then tu rned 

Joyce Tervee11 is a member of the First 
Baptist Church, Em ery, S. Dak. 

into the reali ty it is in the communit y 
today. Today this venture o f fa ith , 
formed and operated by the First Bap
tist Church in Emery, is providing a 
place for the youth of the area " to be." 

People in the largely German seule
rrient of Emery were well aware that 
their town lacked a place where the 
you th could congregate. Although a 
problem was obvious, nothing was ever 
c1one to establish a youth cente r somc-
1vhere near the grocery store, bank, 
cafc, bars, eleva tors, gas stations and 
other businesses that serve the town of 
400. 

Pastor Charles M. Hiatt , after com
ing to the Emery church in J une of 
1974, realized the need of an a rea es
pecially designated for the youth; and 
)le was quick to place the need on his 
persona l prayer list. August 22. 1974. 
1vas the date Hia tt began praying for a 
youth center project and began discuss
ing the idea with others. 

In the fa ll o f 1975, interest and en
thusiasm in forming a youth center 
started to pick up when the chu rch 
board appointed a comm ittee to inve ti 
ga tc possible locations for a center. The 
committee discovered that the building 
which once housed the Securit y Sta te 
Bank was available for a o ne dollar per 
year lease plus taxes. insurance and 
property upkeep. 

The challenge was there and the 
i:=;mery church s tepped o ut in fai th to ac
cept it. November 29, 1975 . the church 
voted to lease the bank bui lding . 
steering committee was ~clcct ccl and 
work was begun in earnest . 

There was little time to waste as the 
steering com mittee set its s ights on 
January 31, 1976, as the opening date 
for the proposed center. Volu111eer 
workers-men, women, boys and girls 
-threw themselves into the task of re
modeling the old bui ld ing which in
volved tearing out the old vaul t, paint
ing, laying carpet and all sorts of jobs. 
A community contest was held to deter
mine a name for the new establishment, 
and recreation and food facilit ies were 
obtained. 

Right on schedule, the C'Mon Inn 
opened its door as a non-profit opera
tion with the objective to provide for 
the youth of Emery and the surrounding 
communities a "place to be" with an at
mosphere that is compatible wi th basic 
Christian s tandards. 

Volunteer adults from the church are 
present d ur ing the hours the center is 
open to take care of the snack bar and 
machines, refill the pop machine and 
clean up the ce111er for the next evening. 
Each evening Monday-Tuesday and 
Thursday-Saturday from 7 p.m. to mid
night the center welcomes youth of all 
fai ths to play a game of foosball , ping 
pong or pinball. Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon hours are from 1-5 p.m. , 
while Sunday and Wednesday evenings 
the hours a re shortened from 9-midnight 
because o f church services. 

Sandwiches, pizzas, ice cream. candy. 
soft drin ks and other snacks can be o b
tained at the counter by anyone who 
happens to be hungry. And as can be 
expected, youngsters are not the only 
ones to get hungry. Many time a mem
ber of the "young at heart generation"' 
cannot resist slipping into the center and 
putt ing his o rder in for some food. 

The center now has not o nly given the 
you th .or the a rea a place o f the ir own 
to enjoy . but it a lso has given the 
church an opportunity to meet the chal
lenge to be '"sa lt" and '"light.. in .

1 
world threatened by '"unna\"C;rful da .• <_ 

.. A t " 
ncss. . t tl~ e. C ton Inn it i hoped 
Goel is glon f1ed; Jesus C hri st i~ ho n
ored. and the youth a rc helped bv th. 
1·enture or faith . . · ~ 
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by Gerald L. Borchert 

Dear Dr. Borchert: 
Now that the Democrals have chosen 

James Carter, who sits on the fence on the 
aborlion issue, isn't it time that our Con
f erence makes its position on the right of the 
unborn to life known, by advertising, by 
radio, by TV or from our pulpits? 
Dear Dr. Borchert: 

As a Canadian, I personally wan/ 10 thank 
you for your guidance 10 the Triennial Con
f erence about the abortion issue. Frankly, if 
the U.S. delegates cannot see that issues are 
bigger than one nation's interests, I think we 
may have serious problems. I thank God for 
you and the fact that you can think across 
the border . .. 
Dear Dr. Borchert: 

I didn't understand what was being said at 
our Conference in Portland about abortion. 
Could you help me . . . 

Dear Friends: 
Above are a few indications of the con

cerns of our delegates to the Triennial Con
ference relative LO the resolution raised on 
abortion. I have withheld all initials because 
of the touchiness of this concern. 

In the first place, let me emphasize that 
whatever is now done by the General Coun
cil, 10 which the Portland resolution was 
referred, we need to pray that any statement 
be worded in such a way so as 10 be a clearly 
Christian statement and not be confused with 
contemporary political manipulative docu
ments being circulated in the United States. 

In the second place, for all 04r at tachment 
as Nort h Amcril:an llap1b1~ lO the Bible we 
need 10 understand in all honesty that the Bi
ble is not very clear on this issue. It would be 
extremely helpful if it were clearer. According 
10 the Mosaic laws, the termination of li fe of 
a fe1us is nor regarded the same as the killing 
of a child. The punishment for termina1ing 
pregnam:y in Exodus 21 :22 is merely linked 
to a mone1ary loss. As a Chris1ian who be
lieves firmly in the revercn~c for li fe (and 
many Biblical ver\es support 1his idea). l may 
not like 1ha1 Exodus passage bur I have 10 
recognize iu, presence in 1hc Bible. 

Ba~ed upon 1he difference in 1he Pen1a-
1cuch and in 1hc la1cr ora l 1radi1 ion be1ween 
penallie\ exacted from 1hose responsible for 
murder and for causing of miscarriage or 1er
mina1ion of pregnancy, 1hc philosopher' of 
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Jewish jurisprudence generally make a dis
tinction between abortion and murder. (In 
contr~st to the Oriental prac1ice, the Western 
practice for the dating of a child 's life begins 
at the point of breathing, not at conception .) 
After much investigat ion into the various 
phi!osophies underpinning the morali ty of the 
United States, the Supreme Court in effect 
made a compromise. To expect that such a 
compromise would be readily acceptable in a 
plu ralistic society is unnatural. Even Chris
tians are st rongly divided, and there are on 
both sides of the issue sincere men and 
women of God who are genuinely concerned 
with standards of mora lity. 

As Baptists, on rel igious grounds, you and 
I may be opposed to abortion. As Bapt ists, 
you and I, if we are faithful to our heritage, 
ought to be committed to religious li berty. If 
we believe firmly in both we may be faced 
with a conflict. The way we resolve that 
problem will be a compromise also. That is 
what makes this issue so difficult for Bap
tists. In genera l we are committed to a 
reverence for life. But if the Bible seems LO 

make a distinction we ought LO be willing to 
recognize 1hat not everyone will come to the 
same conclusion . We may give others all the 
arguments that would convince us. They may 
even be taken to an operating room, witness 
an abortion and see the features of the fetus. 
But that may not convince others about your 
or my perspective on life. You or l may 
castigate them for supporting loose morali ty. 
But they may reply that loose morality has 
nothing to do with their beliefs. And the 
issue may ultimately turn on the fact of 
recognizing the freedom of others. By way of 
analogy let us remember that law docs not 
perm it the Mormons the freedom to have 
more than one wife even though that is part 
of their doctrine. Now the action with respect 
to Mormons is a political action. It is not 
primari ly a church ac1ion. But it clearly in
volves convictions of mora lity. 

In accordance with this distinction involv
ing political act ion, we as Baptists ought to 
make our statements from a theological per
spective; not from a political perspective. We 
believe firmly that we should act as individual 
citizens who are committed to certain prin
ciples, but not as church bodies who some
how have 1he right to impose our view of 
morality on the state. G.L.B. 0 

boob· 
reu ems 
by B. C. Schreiber 

T H E GOSPEL OF JO HN, an exposi
tional commentary, Volumes I and I I. 
By James Montgomery Boice , Grand 
Rapids, M ich. Zonderva n Publish ing 
House, $9.95. 

Those who may have the impression 
that this is a nother " d ry" commentary 
are in for a pleasant surpr ise. Pastors 
and lay persons wi ll fi nd a wealth of in
formation and inspiration that is rele
vant to life today . T he historical per
spective and theological concept s are 
treated exhausti vely but not in minute 
detail that often fill s the pages wi th 
more foo tnotes than content. Dr. Boice 
spares the student of the Bible by refer
ri ng to numerous so urces and authori
ties very sparingly. He docs al l the 
plowing, sowing and reaping a nd pre
sents the reader with the gra in a nd fruit. 

These expositions on J ohn's gospel 
began in Dr . Boice's church (Tenth 
Presbyterian, Philadelphia) and over the 
rad io program, " The Bible .Study 
Hour. " The result wi ll be a fi ve-volume 
commentary to be completed within 
three or four years. For the present the 
two volumes, J ohn chapter 1- 11, are 
available now-enough to whet your ap
petite for more. 0 

Children, you ng people and adults 

N will enjoy this inspiring fi lmstrip and e-w- cassetle narrated in part by a boy 

M 
who describes life a t Hil lcrest School iss:ona... in a leuer to his. missionary parents . 

.a: ._- y Can be used 1n Su nday school, 

F• 1 • camps, vacation church school or as 
I mst ... 1p part of an eveni ng service. Fi lmstr ip 

._- and cassette 18 minu tes . Rental 
$2.00. Purchase price $ I 0.00. Order 
from Communica tions Department , I 
So. 2 10 Sum mit Ave., Oakbrook 
Terrace, Villa Park, Ill. 6018 1 

Canadian churches order from 
North American Bapti st College, 23 
Ave. & 115 St., R.R. 3, Edmonton 
ABT 6H 4N7. 0 

Youth Service 
Opportunities 
by Ray Harsch 

The Yo uth Service Opportunities pro
gram enables a number of student 
workers to serve in various Conference 
churches and organiza tions duri ng the 
summer months, from May to Septem
ber each year. 

Young people may serve in various 
ways. Opportunit ies in the church are 
serving as assistant pastor, d irector of 
youth work, minister of visitat ion, 
church extension worker doing surveys, 
student missionary on one of our home 
mission fie lds , teaching in or direct i n~ a 
vacation Bible school, and conduct111g 
backyard Bible clubs. Camping .oppor
tun ities include bei ng camp director, 
teacher counselor or director of recre
ation, 'music, creative activit ies or 

crafts . . 
One pas tor said, " It was a real JOY 

and privilege to have our student wo.rker 
with us for these six weeks. He did a 
very commendable job in going d~or
to-door surveying a n area for a possible 
church ex tension project." 

A student said, " I thank the Lord 
deeply for the opportunity to be d irectly 
involved with church work. There arc so 
many things which a person does not 
think about as church work until he's 
actually doing it. " 

Another student who worked in a 
ca m p this summer sai.d, " I . received 
first-hand ex perience in see111g how 
camp programs are directed . .. . in 
work ing as assista nt to the d trector, 
helping with the music, leading firesides 
a nd cou nseling campers .. . . I plan to 
attend North American Baptist Semi
nary this fa ll. " 

The Rev. Ray Harsch is direcror of 
eva11gelism wirh the Church Mi11isrries 
Depr., North America11 Baptist Confer
ence. 

T his past year 33 student workers 
made themselves available to the minis
tries o f Youth Service Opportunities. 
T here is a genuine desire to be of service 
to the church and to obey the leading of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. T he commitment 
of young people is commendable. The 
church does well when it provides open 
doors of service to these vivacious and 
sincere youth. 
Churches and o rganiza tions encouraged 
to apply 

Opportunit ies need to be created for 
these dedicated young people. Workers 
are available. Churches or orga nizations 
should make their requests for students 
by the middle of February. Any church 
or organizat ion may apply for student 
workers directly to the Church Minis
tries Departmen t whether they require 
financial assistance or not. 

Churches desiring the services of 
North Amer ican Baptist Seminary stu
dents or North American Baptist Col-

11 
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lege students should contact the Semi
nary or College president if no financial 
assistance is requested through the 
Youth Service Opportunities program . 

Wherever possible, churches or orga
nizations in one genera l area requesting 
student workers for short periods should 
consult with each other and set up a 
schedule whereby workers can go from 
one location to another with the least 
amount of travel. 
Student applica tions presently being 
received 

Applications are presently being pro
cessed for the summer of 1977. Students 
enrolled in post-high school educational 
institut ions, over the age of 18 years, 
and members in good standing of one 
of our North American Baptist 
churches, are encouraged to apply. 

T he Youth Service Opportunities 
Committee meets during the midd le of 
February each year to consider all stu
dent applications and church or orga
nization requests. Assignments are made 
on the ba sis of the church ' s or organiza
tion 's need and the student 's capabi lit ies 
and preference. 

T he salary scale for students working 
through the Youth Service Opportunities 
program is as foll ows : 

$375 per month for single college 
studems; 

$475 per month for couples who a re 
in college; 

$400 per mon th for single graduate 
student s; 

$500 per month for couples who arc 
graduate students . 

The student will be provided with all 
board, room and traveli ng. expenses. 
The church or organization requesting 
the student is to take care of the larger 
hare (if not all) of the student ' s sal;ry 

and board and room expenses. The total 
number of student s to be appointed and 
helped through Youth Service Opportu
nities program will depend on the num
ber of students making application and 
the requests and the fi nancial help of 
our churches. The Youth Service Oppor
tunities program will assist fi nanciallv 
mainly with the traveling expenses fo.r 
the students when necessary . 

Lt may be tha t a church cannot meet 
the financ ial requirement , but feels that 
a student can render a worthwhile ser
vice. Applicati on may be made gi \'ing 
fu ll informat ion to the Youth S~rvi c~ 
Opportun ities Committee regarding the 
work to be done and the fi nancial help 
needed. A few students may be placed 
under such special arrangements. 

Thi s service to students and to our 
churches deserves your support . Re
member to pray . Send your application 
to: Youth Service Opportunitie~ . \ So. 
210 Summit Ave .. Oakbrook Tern ·. 
Ill. 60181. D < 1.:1.:. 
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Conference 
Memories 
by Mrs. Jeanette Stein, 
past president of the 
W.M.U., Winnipeg, 
Man. 

Everyone at tending the General Con
ference in Portland was on the moun
tain-top both physically and spiritually. 
Anyone who motored, especially the 
people from the prairies , wi ll long re
member the majestic mountains, the 
stately trees a nd the gorgeous flowers. 
All these wonders revealed anew a pow
erfu l God who spoke and it was made. 

One highl ight o f the Conference was 
the grea t fe llowship. O n the fi rst eve
ning there was much hand-shaking, kiss
ing, laughing a nd talki ng as friend 
greeted friend. Many new friendships 
were fo rmed . 

The music rendered throughout the 
Conference days was excellent. Many 
groups from the Portland area delighted 
us with special numbers . The ministers ' 
wives chorus, under the leadership o f 
Beatrice Pankratz, sang three beautiful 
numbers including the " Hallelujah 
Chorus." 

There were some heart -searching mes
sages delivered by outs tanding guest 
~peakers bur as far as the women of the 
Conference were concerned, there was 
one that wi ll be remembered for a long, 
long time; that was the address given by 
Mrs . Marie Mathis, president of the 
Baptis t World Al liance Women's Union. 
She ~poke of how the women have come 
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a long way in uniting to further the 
cause of Chris t. She also challenged the 
church to make use of the great poten
tial they have in the women. 

The women's luncheon meeting was 
attended by a record crowd. A great 
rou nd of applause was heard when it 
was an nounced that once aga in we had 
gone over the top in reaching o ur fi nan
cial goal. En thusiast ically, a nd without 
hesitation, the new goal was accepted. 

The elect ion o f new officers took 
place at the luncheon meeting a lso. Mrs. 
Dorene Walth o f Bismarck, N.D., is our 
new president. May God give her wis 
dom as s he leads us into new avenues o f 
service. As president of the nat ional 
Union I feel tha t the past t riennium was 
a great success and for this I would like 
to thank the members of the executive 
in a very special way. T heir wonderful 
suppo rt made my work very pleasant. 

God gave me a n extra measure of joy 
at the close of my work . Every mother 
dreams of the day when her daughter 
will become a bride. O ur daughter, 
Lois , was married soon a fter the Con
ference and we gained a wonderful son
in-law, Douglas Scott, of Vancouver. 0 

Conference 
Highlights 
by Mrs. Arthur (Sena) 
Brust, Sacramento, 
Cal if. 

Conversion experiences of Ch ri stians as 
well as their biographies or autobiogra 
ph.ies hav~ a lways been some o f my fav
orite readmg material. It was excit ing to 
hear personally from the li ps of those 
who. ~ hared. their joys in becom ing 
Chrisuans, in leading souls to Chris t 
an~ h?w God used difficu lt ti mes i ~ 
th.e1r lives lo help them be a vibrant 
witness fo r Jesus. It wa.s well wort h the 
effort and most rewardi ng to be at the 
9:0~ a.m. sessions each day as Pasto 
Ernie Rogalski interviewed those wh r 
shared. o 

Bro.wsing through all the exhibits w;; 
v~ry rnformative. The scrapbooks and 
displays of our W:M.U. booth which 
were pre~arcd to give insight into our 
m1ss1on fields a nd the missionaries h 
h~ve. served since the beginning of '~u~ 
m1ss10n. ~vor~ , were most intcres ti n 
The an1st1c di splays by each of 

0 
.g. . r Id Ur m1s-s~o~ ie s were well done. With appre-

c1at1on to all those who wo k d · . r e so 
faithfully Ill preparing these d is la r 
say "Thank You." P ys 

A specia l treat for me was the pas
tors' wives breakfast. I met a new 
pastor's wife who was a lso new to our 
Con ference. As we talked a cross the 
breakfast table I was fi lled with joy to 
hea r her s hare how she had become a 
Christi an and how God had since 
worked in her hus band 's li fe a nd her 
life. As I lis tened I kept th inki ng how I 
wished every word s he sha red wit h me 
could have been put on tape for every 
pas tor 's wife to hear. It was th ri lling to 
hear how God worked in the ir lives . I 
was most than kfu l to be ab le to talk 
a nd share with other C hristia n women 
thro ughout the entire week. 0 

Victory Through 
Surrender 
by Mrs. Wesley (Doris) 
Gerber, Underwood, 
N.D. 

U ncondi tional s urrender of one's self to 
God may be a pa infu lly difficull st rug
gle, but victory is promised. He can 
handle every irritation of ours that we 
give him , but we must be wi ll ing lO give 
each person, each problem and each 
thing to him. T he Lord can take care of 
each s ituation . Peace and con tentment 
have been promises to us. "My peace I 
give u nto you ... " (J o hn 14:27). H e 
can give us a peaceful acceptance o f o~r 
circumstances to the ex tent that fear is 
no longer a part "or us. A nother gem is 
in 2 Corint hia ns 12:9 which says, "My 
strengt h is sufficient fo r thee." A nd be
cause o f these promises , one can a n.d 
wants to tha nk a nd praise him . T his 
isn't a n easy thing to do- in fact it's 
pro ba bly one o f the hardest things we 
a re asked to do. However, God asks us 
to praise him not only beca use o f his 
wort hiness but because of our unwor
th iness. H~ urges us to praise him be
cause it results in ou r good as well as 
God 's ho no r. " In everything give 
thanks: for this is the wi ll of God con
cerni ng you" ( I Thess. 5:18). In ten 
years of being a ffli cted with mu ltiple 
scle rosis, an easy a nd most natural thing 
to ask is, "why?" It is hard to say 
" than k you for the MS. I don't under
stand or enjoy it, but there m ust be a 
purpose- your purpose fo r me-so I 
thank you." At one t ime in struggli ng 
for an answer, Isa iah 55:8 a nd 9 came 
to my a tt ent io n : "For my thoughts a re 
not your tho ug hts , neir her are your 

Pictured left to right: John Peterson, Jan 
Gerber Peterson, Doris, Steve, Wesley and 
Mark Gerber. 

ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as 
the heavens arc higher than the eart h , so 
are my ways higher tha n your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts. " Then 
I realized that we as hu mans cannot, 
nor a rc we meant to, understand his 
thoughts a nd his ways . He is a lmigh ty 
and a ll powerful a nd we as humans can 
in no way expect to unders tand. I am s.o 
tha nk ful that so power ful a o ne as he IS 

in cont rol. Our praise tells us too that 
" a ll thi ngs work together for good 
... ,, (Rom. 8:28). This means that 
ALL things (good and bad) work. to
gether fo r good. Then I s hould ?e JU.s t 
as thankful for the unpleasant t~i i ~gs m 
my life as fo r the good . Every difftcully 
is simply an opportun ity fo~ G?d. lO 

work. So surrendering and rehnqu.1sh1~g 
one's self a nd life to him and his will 
gives him this opportunity. . 

How m uch better it is to let him have 
his way wi th us than to alw.ays t ry to 

· 1 h" He gives us the have our way w111 1m. . 
necessary fa ith for a ll things th? t are Ill 

accordance with his blessed will. T hal 
fa ith is first given and then. grows as a 
fruit o f the Spi rit. Beco111111g :cl ea.s~d 
unto God shows a complete reltnq u1s 1-
ment o f all tha t we have and .a ll that ~e 
a re Leuing him reign as King o n l c 
t h r~ne of our hearts shows t h~ da.rkness 
moving o ut and the light m~v111gT l111, o,r' 

h ves 111 1en 1e as we move out , e mo . . ti at he 
can reshape us into som~th.ing 1 the 
can use. Room is made wu h1.n us. by 

Spiri t fo r his love and hi~ n~:~:~ ~~ 
permeate every part of us . f . 

· ad o agomz-strugglc he gives rest; mste Tl . 
• · peace 11s ing wi th a problem, he gives h··m to 

peace and quietness comes from 1r 
whom we have surrendered o ur ives. 
Ja mes 4:7 tells us to "submit yoursc~ves 
I f G d ,, 1 have certa in ly t 1ere ore, to o . 

found that he takes care of every 
need - not a lways every want, but every 
need . There have been times of extra 

du ties and wearing tension amid impor
tant events in our fam ily s uch as gradu
ations, a wedding and, more .recently, a 
move. But the Lord has graciously sup
plied the help of Christian fr iends and 
loved o nes who were of such great help 
in making the load a light one. He so 
abundant ly blesses! The matter of sur
rendering everything is obviously still 
one of my growing edges , but I am con
vinced tha t it w ill lead me lO one o f the 
richest discoveries I have ever made. D 

A Time 
of 
Refreshing 
by Mrs. Lyle (Alice) 
Wacker, Glen El lyn , 111. 
Every three years, those o f us who have 
the opportunity 10 a ttend the C:onfer
ence sess ions look forward 10 a t ime of 
spi ri tua l refreshing and the opportuni ty 
to see our brothers a nd sisters in C hrist. 
T his year was no except ion for us . 

What a th ri ll it was lo listen to M r. 
Charles Colson that first evening and 
hear how God can use one person who 
is committed to him. The challenge 
placed before us was that only if we a~c 
will ing to work o ne-to-one can God s 
redeeming love spread through o ur ~a
tio n . So many times we want to pomt 
our fi ngers at those who a re the leaders 
and place the blame on them if our 
churches a re not growing. 

How thankful we s hould a ll be that 
God can a nd does use us in s pite o f all 
our inadequacies. May we all loo~ ~t 
the Conference to make sure our pnon 
ties for the fu ture are those tha t our 
heavenly father would have us choose. 
D 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
women's work director 
The June 30, 1976 receipts (mid-year 
report) showed that the "Share Your 
Blessing" boxes had brought almost 
eight thousand dolla rs to our W.M.U. 
project. We praise the Lord for your 
response in the use of the " Blessing'. ' 
boxes. All the money from the boxes 1s 
put toward the goal adopted by our 
W.M .U. and used for the support of 
missions. We encourage you to continue 
the use of the " Blessing" boxes. They 
arc free; wri te to the office and request 
the number you need. 

"Share Yo ur Blessings" is the name 
o f a new play written by M rs. Viola 
Pahl of Edmo nto n, Alta. , especially fo r 
your use. O ne copy of the play will b.e 
in each program packet ordered. Addi
tiona l copies can be obtained by writing 
to the office. The 1977 program packet 
in German or Englis h can now be or
dered at a cost of $2.50 per packet. D 

To 
God 
Be 
the Glory 
by Mrs. Walter 
(Florence) Schmitke, 
Dal las, Ore. 

To God be the glory for a week of 
bea utiful Oregon sunshine, for the joy 
of meeting and greeting friends a nd for 
the inspiration that was there for each 
person who a ttended the sessio ns of the 
1976 N.A.B. Conference. 

1 praise him as our North American 
Baptist history was reviewed. We saw 
God's leading a nd loving gu idance 
through the past years . I thank him as 
our purpose today was presented: devel
opment of church , seminary a nd college 

(Continued on page 31) 
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I t had b« o my ;"""';oo to follow "' 
the a rticle on "Ch urch Music in Camer
oon and Nigeria" appearing in 1he De
cember 1975 issue of the 8aptis1 Hera ld 
with the present topic of music in the 
schools. Instead, as many of you will 
know, I had a serious ill ness during the 
firs t part o f thi s year. Recovery appears 
to be complete and I a m grateful for the 
many prayers offered in my behalf. 

This discussion wi ll be limited to ob
servations made from January to 
March, 1975, referring essentia ll y to 
those areas where we have mission fields 
and pertaining mos tly to schools con
nected with our denomi nation. 

The elementary school at Soppo, lo
cated near the hallowed Bender Chapel, 
followed a schedule simi lar to that of 
most schools. Quite early, a pproximate
ly 7:30 a .m ., the school "bell " (a sus
pended automobile wheel) was s truck 
and 1he pupils assembled in 1he field 
before 1he school, according to thei r 
respective classes. The marching around 
the field which followed was done in 
orderl y fashi on in ti me with the drum
beat-a form of exercise a nd d iscipline 
combined. After this several g rade levels 
were grouped together (1-3; 4-5; 6-7) for 
a time of devo tion, held out side if poss i
ble. Only then would the students enter 
the classrooms. 

The opening exerci ses could take o n a 
more elabo rate form in those schoo ls 
where a marching band had been deve l
oped . Such was 1he case in 1he grass
lands area a1 Oku. Al ihough loca 1ed in 
a di s1inc1 ly rura l sell ing 1he a rt s are well 
developed here, including some excellen1 
wood carving. The Oku marc hing band 
is depicted here. Besides a considerable 
numbe r of d rummers, appropriate 1u nes 

Dr. Herbert R. Pankratz teaches music 
a1 North Park College, Chicago, Ill. He 
is also director of music at the Foster 
A venue Bap1is1 Church. 
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(apparentl y of British orig in) were 
capa bly played by the fluti s ts or 
pipers-all under 1he spirited d ireci io n 
of a student drum major who not only 
kept the group in order but contributed 
some well-executed baton twi rl ing as 
wel I. 

Classroom in ter iors are much as 
shown here with rooms tha t have open 

wi ndows (no glass or screens), earth 
fl oors , and desks wi1h mul1i ple seai ing. 
The furnishings are ext remely modes! 
but functional wit h blackboards as the 
main visual aid. An except io n 10 thi s 
modes t decor would be the chapel a t 
Mbem- the so-called G ebauer Chapel. 
This s tructure was original ly used only 

expected classes in 
reading, wri ting, 
a rithmeti c, hi story, 
geography, and biol- .,_,,_ .,~~ 
ogy, music is a full
fledged member of 
the curriculum . The 
most universal form 
of musical expres
sion would be singing, since each s tu 
dent has hi s "instrument" with him . 
Definite times o f the day a re set aside 
fo r thi s instruction, carried on according 
10 1he sol-fa sys iem. The la11er in volves 
!raining in think ing by in tervals, that is 
a menta l image o f how far 10 go from 
do 10 re as opposed 10 do to 111i or fa, 
eic. In 1he lower grades thi s wi ll be by 
melody onl y bu1 by ihe sevent h grade 
(!he la~ t in the elementary series) 1hree 
a nd four-part m usic is mastered . J was 
able to si1 in on a m usic class a1 the 
Sa nso Elemeniary School. Each part 

MUSIC IN TH SCHOOlS 
Of CAMfROON AND 
NIGfRIA 

by Herbert R. Pankratz 

was learned separately in sol- fa and then 
combined. Wit h the part s secured the 
words were added. Traditional English 
hymns were most often used rather 1han 
native music. Accordingly the tunes and 
har mony were fa m il ia r to Western ears. 

The chalk board shown here at Mbem 
wi ll illustrate the layou1 of t he part s for 
cla ssroom use. Not o nly would the m a le 

instruc ior poi111 to the appropria ie line 
with his s iick, indica1ing rhythmic pa t
terns as well , but would sing each of the 
four parts from soprano to bass as a n 
example. This in volved a tastefu l use o f 
false110 and would o f course requ ire a 
thorough fam iliari ty with each pa rt so 
that the exam ple would be accurate. The 
fact that so me sevent h graders would 
have a suffi cient ly low vo ice to s ing a 
bass part may seem surpris ing . The a n
swer lies poss ibly in an earlier ma tu ri ty 
o r a n older age (some stude nt s not hav
ing had the oppo rtunit y to enter school
ing at the proper time or having had to 
d rop ou t fo r a year or more) . The la t 1er 
situaiion no doubl had i1s mos! ext reme 
example a t Warwar, Nigeria, where the 
eleme nia ry schoo l had some pupi ls as 
o ld as 20, some of whom were a lready 
married a nd with childre n . 

In connection with the foregoing age
spread at Warwar, the marc hing song
a t the sa me ti me the school song-had a 
poigna nt touch. The words were as fo l
lows: 

We are the children of Wa rwar 
School, 
Wanvar School, Wanvar School. 
We a re the chi ldren of Warwar 

School . 
Com e and see what we lea rn in our 

sc hoo l. . 
This song was s ung lust ily as the pupils 
marched around the school yard, the n 
o ut to 1 he la rge fi eld and back again
over a nd over innumerable times, by 

. d d 
young and old alike. As may be JU ge 

from the pict ures ihe processio n line-up 
began wi th the youngest and sho rt elslt 

· 1 l e o ldest a nd ta -
a nd concluded w11 1 l 1 . in 
es t There was no generation g~P. 
evidence however, as the full part 1c 1 p~
tion in ' these views will s ~1ggest. t 
should be no ted that the IllS~ ructords 

. . d h 'p and par11c1pate gave spi ri ted lea ers 1 

with the students. . . . 
Jn add ition to the ma rching, s111g I11g, 

drumming and f ifi ng, at least iwo otl~er 
fo r ms of musica l express ion ? n l he e e
mentary level should be men11oned. The 
first ' is xylophone pla ying . The xy lo-

pho ne in s uch instances is noi the s tokrel -
h. d qu1c · Y 

bough! varie1y but fa s wne. . 
ou1 of home-grown materials. The 
"keys " a re split logs laid across two 
banana stalks . The logs do not ap~ear 
to be arranged in a ny absolute fa shion , 
accord ing to a n exact sca le system (they 

are no t cut to a n exact pitch), but set in 
some order according to the preference 
of the per former. In thi s case there were 
four performers , each playing in hi s 
own rh ythmic a nd melodic patterns, yet 
combining to form an excllmg a nd 
pleasing resul t. All this, just as with 

drumming, is not learned in a music 
conservatory or in these elementary 
schools, but rather from boyhood on by 
imi tat ion in a home o r village. To W est
erners, a t least, this is an amazing ac
com plishment. 

T he second form is da ncing. This, of 
course, is not our socia l, boy-girl kind 
of dancing, but an individual rh ythmic 
express io n often associated with other 
forms o f music . Since dancing is rhyth
mic and music coniains rhythm there is 
some degree of kinshi p between the two. 
Dancing, fu rthe rmore, is inva riably ac
companied by drums or hand-clapping 
and sometimes by o ther instruments like 
the xylophone. It canno t be stressed 
enough that dancing or rhythmic move
rnent is a mus ical eleme nt o f prima ry 
irnport a nce in this culture . It is not for
mally learned at schools set up fo r that 
purpose but is a physica l and emotional 
express ion within the fam ily o r tribal 
setting . If a group o f adu lts a re ob
served going "round the circle" one 
may often see a toddler trying to keep 
up by imitation. Even in congregat ional 
si nging it is natural for seated partic
ipants to at least sway the body to the 
beat of the drum or the ha nd-clapping. 
Such movement is not to be regarded as 
a put-on extra b ut is part and parcel of 
the tota l expression as much as the sing
ing o r d rum ming. 

A particula rl y s tr iking dance by ele
mentary studeni s a t Mbem was the s tic k 
da nce. The s ticks themselves we re 
carved according to tradi ti ona l pallerns 
and were stylized represelllat ions o f dig
ging instruments . This particular dance 

in the triba l fo lklore would have been 
carried o n by adult s in the m o nth of 
May. Since I was there in F ebruary it 
was possible to d o it out of season be
cause ii was done by school children 
a nd therefore of no public or ritua l sig
nificance for crop cultivation , but sim
ply as entertainment. The dancing 
started off as a group affai r in circular 

fashion but soon evolved into a highly 
virtuoso entertainment as a duet by two 
boys, one quite young a nd the other an 
upper classman. I 'm sure that a t thi s 

point any ritual significa nce had been 
put aside. What surpri sed me was that 
the dance in its orig ina l form could be 
put on at short notice without rehearsal. 

Moving now to the secondary level, 
an outstanding example o f fine singing 
may be found a t Saker College, an a ll
gi rls school in Victoria. It was on a Sun
day evening that Ruby Salzman and I 
made our way up a very steep hill to the 
church where the service was already in 
progress. At a d istance one cou ld ma ke 
out a soft, blue haze th rough the open 
church windows . Upon drawing nearer 
it became clear that th is color was no1 
from blue lights but from the blue 
dresses and blue gauze headpieces worn 
by some 300 girls . Even more impressive 
was the sound itself-full, harmonious 
(three or four-part), and filling the en
ti re sanc tuary. A ll the singing was from 
memory. Direct leaders hip was s upplied 
by a stude nt when necessary although 
some of the singing seemed to go on 
spontaneously . The fi ne tone quality 
and well -learned pans , however , were 
no1 of spontaneous origin but rather, a s 
I lea rned la ter, the result of careful in
struction by Eun ice Kern and others as
socia ted with the girls in the past (recall 
the fme work of the Cameroon Singers 
led by Donald Witt ; the girls of that en-

(Continued on page 23) 

NOVEMBER 1976 I 17 



A TIME TO SHARE 
(Continued from page 5) 

These are only suggestions . But the point is th~t 
Christ's love beckons us to far more than simply chan

table giving. 
Finally, what is our word to the nation? H_ow can we 

aid in mobilizing our wealth and resources _with urge~cy 
and compassion to avert the threat of famine , and give 
hope to m ankind? . 

First, we must turn back to our his tory, and reahz_e 
that we have responded with a generous heart and sacn
ficial spirit in the past to meet the needs of a hungry and 
starving world .... All our (past) efforts to fe e_d the 
s tarving, innocent millions of the world were motivated 
by a profound humanitarian and spiritually b~~ed com
mitment, which attempted to transcend poht1cal and 
ideological barriers. When relief firs t was prop?sed for 
the starving millions occupied in Belgium, for instance, 
m a ny objected; there was an economic blockade against 
the German occupied territories and other political and 
military factors of World War I. But President Hoover's 
view was simple, and should be our own today . He 
wrote: 

"Above a ll, I did not believe that stunted bodies and 
deformed minds in the next generation were the founda
tion upon which to rebuild civilization." 

We must examine candidly the way our nation is pres
ently committed to the s tewardship of its resources. This 
year in our national budget, the Congress has been asked 
to approve the largest peace-time military budget in our 
history. Over $90 billion dollars will be spent for 

GOD'S VOLUNTEERS SCHEDULE 
(Continued from page 2) 
Feb. 15 Centra l Baptist. Edmonton, AB 

Music section 
Feb. 16 Ca lva ry Baptist, Wetask iwin, AB 

Music sect ion 
Feb. 17 -24 St. Albert Church Extension, AB 

Feb. 23 - Ma r. 3 

March 1 

March 2 - 11 

Ma rch9 - 17 

March 16 - 25 
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Music sect ion - Feb. 17 - 20 
Follow up section - Feb. 19 - 24 

Hudson Bay Pa rk Baptist, Saskatoon, 
SA 

Mus ic section - Feb. 23 - 27 
Fo llow up section - Feb. 26 - Mar. 3 

Nokomis Baptist, Nokomis, SA 
Music sectio n 

Melvi lle Baptis t, Melville, SA 
Music sect ion - Ma r. 2 - 6 
Follow up section - Ma r. 5 - 10 

First Baptist, Mini tonas, MB 
Music section - Mar. 9 - 13 
Follow up sect ion - Mar. 12 - 17 

McDe rmot Avenue Baptist, Winnipeg 
MB ' 

Mu sic section - Mar 16 - 20 
Follow up section . Mar. 19 _ 25 

Of \var and destruct io n , and for the suppo rt of 
weapons f ·11· · 

·es including over ha l a m1 ion men stationed 
our arm1 ' d Tl . I f .. 

ti Outside our bor ers. 11s tota o mI!Ita ry 
perma nen Y f h 

d .t es amounts to 63 percent o t e funds Con-
expen I ur d . b . k d 
gress can actually control, an 1s e ing as e to spend 
this year . That is the m oney that comes from you a nd 

me, as citizens. . . 
B contrast a ll the funds proposed m this year's 

bud~et for th~ purpose of providi~g humanitaria n . and 
omic assistance to other nations, a nd to d1sad

econtaged p eople comes to $1.9 billion . Even much of va n , . .
1
. d 

this money, in m y opinion_, 1s ut1 1ze ~ore to gain 
olitica l influence tha n to reheve the suffenng of people. 

~ut this should give us som e idea of how we as a nation 
are exercising the stewardship of our resources. . 

It comes down to this simple facl. For $1 that 1s spent 
in our nation's attempts to a llieviate suffering and 
enhance human life throug hout the world, we spend $50 
for the weapons and forces geared for the destruction of 

life. . . 
Let us consider these facts for a moment m light of 

our own nation's securi ty , and to the building of p eace 
throughout the world. From where do the threats to 
peace come? What will ?~ most !ikely to throw the wo~ld 
into turmoil and instability? It 1s the o ne central reality 
of world hunger. 

For us, stewardship means molding our own li ves to 
the shape of the Man Crucified. It means being con
formed not to the world, but to Christ. Our action, in
dividually and corporately, must b e the witness and the 
light to our natio n and the world. 

In the words o f the Old Testament, we have set before 
us life and dea th . So let us choose life. (Deuteronomy 
30:19) D 

March 23 - 27 

March 28-April 1 
Apr il 3 - 8 

Apr il 6 - 15 

April 13 - 21 

April 20 - 28 

April 27 - May 5 

May4 -12 

May1 1 - 15 

Herreid Baptist, He rre id, SD 
Music section 

Spi ritu a l Retreat - Sioux Fa lls, SD 
Hi llside Bapt ist, Dickinson, ND 

Music sect ion - April 3 - 5 
Follow up sect ion - Apri l 3 - 8 

Firs t Baptist, Minot. ND 
Music sect ion - April 6 - 10 
Follow up sectio n - Apri l 9 - 15 

Turtle Lake Bapt ist, Turtle Lake, ND 
Music sect ion - April 13 - 17 
Fo ll ow up section - Apr il 17 - 21 

Oak Street Baptis t. Burlington. IA 
Music sectio n - Ap ril 20 -24 
Follow up sectio n - Apri l 23 - 28 

Bethel Baptist, Sheboygan, WI 
Musi c sect ion - April 27 - May 1 
Follow up sectio n - April 30-
May 5 

Cente r Bapt ist, Milwaukee. W I 
Music sect ion - May 4 - 8 
Follow up sectio n - May 7 -12 

First Bapti st, Watertown. W I 
Music sec tion - May 11 - 15 
Follow up section - May 13 - 15 D 

AN INSIDE \JIEW OF NORTH AN\ERICt\N 
BAPTISTS Part I in a series 

by Bruce A. Rich 

North American Baptists have known 
quite well who they are while possibly 
not being as clear about what they are 
in terms of needs and minist ry. During 
the past three years various churches, as 
well as Conference personnel , have been 
doing some evaluating and exploring of 
our feelings, life style and needs. 

To su mma rize the studies in which I 
have been involved will require several 
installments over the next few months. 

A. Needs 

Conference churches were divided into 
two equal groups, those with member
ship under 125 and those with member
ship over 125. From this, 24 churches in 
each group were randomly selected . Of 
these, seven in the under-125 members 
group comple1ed the survey and eight in 
the over-125 members group completed 
the survey. 

The top five needs identified by each 
group were as follows: 

Ranking 
Group I Group 2 

(under J 25) (over J 25) 
I. Need for mor e c lo s e 

friendships with those in the 
church 

2. Desire to attend t rai ning 
program in "Telling Others 
about Faith in Jesus Christ" 2 2 

3. Desire to attend a training 
program in helping those in 
need 3 

4. Present practice of working in 
the church 

5. Present practice of 
non-Christians a bout 
J esus Christ 

6. Present practice of 
Bible study 

The purpose of these studies has been 
to identify s trengths and weaknesses, at 
titudes and needs in order to more ef
fecti vely stimulate church vitality and 
growth . The C HURC H GROWTH 
STRATEG Y which is being presented to 
each church and which was briefly out
lined in th~ July-August issue of the 
Baptist Herald, is the result of much of 
these studies. 

In this article the top five needs as 
identified in the C HURCH PROFILE 
SUR VEY are summa rized. 

During 1975, J 5 churches completed 
the I SO-question survey conducted by 
the C hurch Ministries Department to 
help identi fy needs and attitudes. The 

Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general direct~r 
of the Church Ministries Department if 
the North American Baptist Conference. 

3 
telling 

faith In 

4 4 
personal 

5 5 

The ranking of needs was in response 
to a series of questions in the survey. A 
question had to meet three criteria be
fore it was selected for analysis and 
ranking: 
1) The leaders of the churches had to 

agree on an ideal response to the 
question. 

2) They had to agree that the question 
on which a need is based is impor
tant . 

3) The group o f participants in the 
survey must contain 20% or more 
people who made respons~s to the 
questions that were not ideal re-
sponses. . . 

Because a particular need 1s hsted 
does not mean that what is currently be
ing done is wrong , .b~t may need to be 
intensified or mod1f1ed . to . more. ade
quately meet the ideal which is desired. 

Observations on the s tated needs: 
I. From the responses it appears that 

people generally do not want more 
social activities but rather time to 
make closer friendships with those 
with whom they worship and serve. 

2. People know they should be witness
ing but say they don ' t know how or 
are afraid; therefore many would be 
willing to attend training sessions 
and become involved. 

3. People recognize the responsibility 
and have a desire to help others in 
need, but again don't know how, or 
are not aware of opportunities. 
Churches need to help members find 
meaningful avenues of helping those 
in need. 

4. Almost 5711/o of the church leaders 
felt that members should spend ten 
hours or more each week in church 
work and 3011/o of them felt members 
should spend four to nine hours each 
week. In response to the two work
time categories, the participants in 
group two (churches with over 125 
members) said 4.411/o worked ten 
hours or more and I 8.811/o said they 
worked four to nine hours each 
week, thus the identified need. 
Churches with less than 125 mem
bers had no great disparity in this 
area, thus did not have this show as 
a need . This substantiates experi
ence, the la rger the church, the fewer 
the people, by comparison, who are 
involved in meaningful ministry. 

5. There is a wide disparity between 
what church members believe they 
should be doing in witnessing and 
what they are actually doing. This 
suggests a need to sort out the 
priorities in the programs of the 
church and activities of our personal 
lives. 

6. In the same way that there was a 
wide disparity between working in 
the church and what was actually 
done, there was a wide disparity in 
both groups in regard to personal 
Bible study. Almost 6011/o of those 
surveyed studied their Bibles once a 
week or less while the leaders were in 
almost 10011/o agreement that Bible 
study should be at least once a day 
or more. 

It is significant to note that in most 
areas surveyed the needs and feelings 
are the same for large and small 
churches. 

From these churches which partici
pated in the study all churches should 
be able to gain some help in understand
ing their own particular needs and at
titudes. What might your church do to 
increase its ef~ec.t iveness in fulfilling the 
Great Comm1ss1on? What might you 
do? 0 
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We 're looking for People Who Wanf lo lead 

by Roy Seibel 

• Does God still call men and women to 
his service as he did in biblical times? It 
seemed so perfectly obvious to men like 
Samuel, Moses, and Paul that they were 
God-sent men on a special missio n. Can 
we expect God to break in to our lives 
today and announce to us that we have 
been set aside for a special ministry? 
This question continues to burn in the 
soul of every Christian young person 
who hones tly desires to serve God. But 
how is one Lo know for sure if God still 
calls today, and if he does , how does he 
make this known? 

This same question plagues the minds 
of frustrated commi ttee members with 
the seemingly impossible task o f di scov
ering a new pastor or youth director fo r 
their church. To ca ll a perso n from a n
other church simply creates a new va
cancy which requires a new search 
commi ttee to face the sa me bleak pros
pects. Can this be God 's design for hi s 
church today? 

The dearth of committed men and 
women who are available for church
rela ted ministries is a serious pro blem 
that threatens to res trict the potenti al 
for expand ing our church ministries, the 
planting o f new churches , and provid ing 
the minima l number of pastors and sta ff 
needed fo r our churches . The time has 
come for churches and their youth to 
sea rch the Bible to ea rnestl y pray to
gether , and to discuss the issues in
volved in this problem. 

One Call lo All Refiners 

In studying the New Testament we a re 
immediately con fronted with the fac t 
that the sta rting point of our search is 
not with the quest ion of a di vine ca ll to 
some church-related ministry. A much 
larger and prior issue is in volved. 

The New Testament concept o f God 's 
call is, fi rst and foremos t , a ca ll to re
pentance from a li fe o f rebellion to a 

Dr. Roy Seibel is the professor of 
pastoral ministries at the North Ameri
c;~. Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, S. 
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re }bu Calling 
e,Lord ? 

faith acceptance of a new li fe in J esus 
Christ. It centers upon the redemptive 
act o f God through the atoning wor k o f 
Christ . 

It is in this sense that Paul declares to 
the believers at Rome that they are 
"called to belong to Jesus Christ. " As 
such , they were "called to be saints " 
(Rom. I :6-7). 

. 1:his call fro m God is in no way 
limited to restora tion to fell owship, for 
the redeemed a re commanded by God to 
go forth in a minist ry of reconciliation 
as witnesses to the whole world tha; 
<?od .in savi~g grace o ffers a whole new 
hfe m . Chn st. This is forcefully pre
sented m II Cor. 5:1 1-21 , a nd similar 
p~ss.ages .. In essence, the invitation to 
d1 sc1plesh1p a nd the commission 
God ' · as . s wuness a re two essentia l parts o f 
a smgle call. 

. This single call applies to a ll Chri s
tians and rests upon a single commission 
~or a ll beli:vers. !n the course of carry
ing out t.h 1s basic call , C hrist ians are 
sca ttered mto a ll occupa tio ns until they 
pe.rmeate a ll walks of life. Only a fter 
this ~all has become a clear priorit y in 
~ur li ves can we be open to any addi 
tional directives God may have for 
" H f . us . 
. ow ar,,am. I wi lling to go wi th God 
n~h t n.ow ? is the crucia l question a t 
this pomt. 

Specia lilrd Min istries in the C hurch 

We now are prepared to ask whether 
o~ .not God does set a side specific in
?1 v~dua ls. a~d call them for specia l min-
1stnes w11hm the church In d . . · rawmg 
conclusio ns from the New Testament . we 
must e~erc1se care in making a direct 
t ~an slatJon to the contemporary situa
u.on_. We a.re. n~t certa in when the spe
ciali zed m1nist n es in a local ch 1 . . d urc i 
ongmate . It is not clear how II 
establi shed . the modern concepts w~f 
church offices were in the New Testa
ment church . 

P.au! gives several lists that are broad
ly similar to a church s taff in I Cor. 12 
and Eph. 9, in which he refers to apos
tles, prophets, evangelists , pas tors , and 
teachers. He speaks o f elders, bisho ps, 

and deacons to Timothy a nd Titus (J as. 
5; I Pet. 5). We are not given any de
tail s concerning the leaders Ba rnabas 
a nd Paul appointed in a ll the churches 
other than the fact that e lders were 
selected (Acts 14). Though the offices 
may not correspond exactly with o urs, it 
is obvious that the church from the be
ginning recogni zed the need for leader
ship ministries to enable the body to 
function effectively. Seeking out quali 
fied leaders was a m atter of rea l concern 
and earnest prayer for the apostles and 
the entire church . 

lndhidual Call to Mini~ tr~ 
There is biblical evidence that cert ain 

believers were deeply conscio us of the 
hand of God upon the ir Ji ves d irect ing 
them into spec ific min ist ri es in the 
church. Paul affirmed repeated ly that he 
was called by God to be an apostl e. He 
was convinced tha t thi s mini stry rested 
upon him not by ind ivid ua l choice or 
the selecti ve p rocess of men, but by a n 
act o f God . (Ro m. 1: 1; I Cor. 1:1). A t a 
key t ransit ional point in the develop
ment ·or the miss io n outreach of the 
church , the H oly Spi rit revealed that 
Barnabas a nd Paul were the men of hi s 
cho ice to extend the borders of the 
church to dista nt lands (Acts 13 : 1-3). It 
is significant, that at a not her crucia l 
decision point in hi s miss ionary t ravels, 
Paul received a fresh sense o f God's ca ll 
before he set sai l for the European con
tinent (Acts 16: 10). 

If God does ca ll people to specia li zed 
ministries, how does he m a ke this 
kno wn? If God sets a side men like Bar
nabas, Pa ul, and Timothy for o ur day, 
how does he reveal thi s to them a nd to 
us a t this time? 

Whil e the Bi ble is explicit in the ca ll 
to salvation a nd to service, it is not a s 
clear in descri bing the ma nner of con
veying his call to individ ua ls fo r a 
specia l funct io n o r office . 

A part o f the di ffic u It y stems fro~ 
the great variety of circumstances in 
which Go d spoke to hi s people in P.ast 
ages. Moses stood before a bu r111 ng 
bush a nd heard God speak . Isa ia h te ll s 

of an experience he had in the temple . 
Samuel was awakened from his sleep in 
the dead of the night , while God spoke 
to Paul th rough a stra nger 's voice. 
What possible common ground can we 
estab lish in these God-encounters tl}.at 
will give us some guidelines? 

It is obvious that God does not rely 
upon a prescribed formula or ritua l. 
God recog nizes each individua l as a 
unique person, a nd we can expect that 
each encounter will be something suit 
a ble for that o ne individua l and dif
ferent from all o thers. 

Perhaps even more important, every 
encounter with God must be a faith-act 
in which the believer places his unre
served trust in God . We hea r and 
choose to respond because we believe 
the Holy Spiri t is at work in us and is 
leading us to o ur place of greate~t 
fulfillment in the advancement o f his 
kingdom's cause. We cannot expect God 
to set a side this fai th commitment and 
subst itute some simplist ic formula with 
four presc ribed steps. We do beli.eve, 
however, that he will give enough direc
tion to ena ble us to fo llow step by step 
in fa ith. 

F inding God 's direc tives in this way 
requires us to grow to a high level o f 
Chri stian ma turity a nd openness to God 
in which we a llow him to lead in what 
ever way he chooses. We may experi
ence something similar to Isaiah, when 
he felt as if he was standing in the very 
presence of God when he heard , " Whom 
sha ll I send a nd who will go fo r us"? 
At that m oment Isa iah knew he was 
willi ng to ri sk a ll a nd submit to G.od . 
His respo nse was s imple but decisive , 
" H ere I am ! Send me." 

Discovering this new openness to God 
might require us to undergo hones~ soul 
searching a nd self-evalua tio n until we 
can see ourse lves as God sees us . We 
may need to s tand in o ur em pty, sun
drenched desert before o ur burning bush 
un til we can accept ourselves a nd trust 
God completely that he wi ll supply the 
necessa ry reso urces . As wit h Moses , 
self-eval uat io n requi res us to ta ke stock 
o f the g ifts a nd capacities gi v~~ us. by 
the H oly Spiri t. The H~ly Spin ~ g i ~es 
indi vidual believers a variety of gifts Ill

tended to enab le them to carry out a ll 
· · · vithin the the necessary m1111 stnes ' . 

church and to the world beyond It s 
borders. In thi s sense, the bestowing of 
gift s (char ismata) becomes a part. o f the 
process in which God sets aside'. ?r 
calls, individuals for specia lized m1111s
tries. Ins ights from knowl.edgeable 
friend s ca n a ffirm o ur concluswns a~d 
Open up new vistas yet undi scovered 111 

o ur search. Only G od knows wha t we 
can d o a nd how fa r we can go . . 

G ifts , however, a re not enough. It is 
a perso n who exercises the gi ft. People 
respond to the person before they re-

spond to the gift. God's man a lways is 
more importa nt tha n his gift. The most 
important questions we can as k are: 
" Who am I"? " Do I enjoy giving my
self to others"? "Do I have a deep fai th 
tha t God can change people"? " Am I 
the kind of person God can use"? 

We must di scover wha t kind of a per
son we are under the skin. Personality 
make-up lies deeply imbedded within. 
Basic feelings and attitudes continue to 
surface in spite of attempts to control 
them for a time. Since what we are on 
the inside can confirm or deny our min
istry in later yea rs, it is essentia l that we 
understand ourselves. 

The search for the self must include 
an understanding of what for us is the 
ultima te meaning in life . Meaning that 
is significant to us provides the high 
level of mot ivat ion and commi tment 
needed to push on against a ll odds, un
dergo any discipline, and long periods 
o f tra ining. Desire for prestige or the 
need to please parents is inadequate to 
provide the meaning and motiva tion 
needed to see a person through the 
rigors o f church-related minis tries . The 
compelling love o f C hrist-directed life 
a lone can meet the cha llenge. 

The Chu rc h Calls the Called 
The major evidence in A cts and the 

Epistles indicates that the chu rch was 
given the primary responsibility to di s
cover it s leadership. This has la rgely 
been neglected in the life of the chu rch 
in recent years. 

When the chu rch in Jerusa lem was 
confronted with the need for additiona l 
leaders hip (Acts 6), the people did not 
wait fo r six men to emerge from so li tary 
medita tio n to a nno unce that God had 
called them. Instead, the church met in 
conference, prayed, a nd sought out the 
ones they felt were best qua lified to 
meet the responsibilities. This in no way 
denied the necessity of the individual's 
response to God's call , but it did recog
nize the obligat io n o f the church . 

From the human perspecti ve, Barna
bas sought o ut Saul o f Tarsus to help as 
a teacher in the church at Antioch (Acts 
11) , but from God 's poin t o f view the 
call already had been issued (Acts 9). In 
the historic first when a team of work
ers launched the initia l extended mis
sionary vent ure, the H oly Spirit chose to 
address the church rather than Ba rnabas 
and Saul (Acts 13). Later when thi s mis
sion enterprise grew a nd new workers 
were needed, Paul reli ed upon the rec
o mmendat ion fro m the chu rch before 
selecting Timothy (Acts 16) . As the 
emissary of the Apostle Paul, the pri 
mary respons ibi lity of Ti tus was to 
select the leadership fo r each church in 
conformity to the standards laid out by 
the Apostle (Titus !) . 

We need to return to the God-

honored practice of our early Baptis t 
churches in searching o ut their pastors 
and missionaries . As late as 1840 the 
churches called for specia l prayer meet
ings in seeking God 's counsel in discov
ering potential church leadership. In
dividuals with special ta lents were en
couraged to sing, pray, teach and 
preach. Those who developed sufficient 
skills were licensed for ministry and 
recommended to other churches. 
Through this process great m en like 
George W . Truett emerged. It was not 
unusual for the church to declare God' s 
call before an individua l was clearly 
conscious that God was drawing him in
to some church-related ministry . 

Experiences such as persona l a ttention 
given by pastors, summer church minis
tries, a nd conferences on church-rela ted 
ministries confirm tha t a great deal 
more could be done to support our 
youth in their search for a meaningful 
mission in the church. Opportunities to 
work with pastors, summer em ploy
ment , a nd visits to mission fields help 
our youth translate theological and 
biblical concepts in to real li fe situations 
as they face real people with real needs. 
They actually can experience for them
selves God a t work . 

By God 's design the church is the cen
tra l agent in sea rching out its leadership . 
We can agree with Calvin in his pos ition 
that a call to the church-related minis
tries includes ( l) a secret call from God 
which is a perso nal encounter between 
the person a nd God, (2) a so lemn call 
which belongs to the publ ic o rder of the 
church . 

In Summation 
The biblical idea of God 's calling still 

lies a t the very heart of the Gospel. This 
calling centers in the redemptive act of 
God in Christ J esus . God continues to 
call this redeemed company to the 
world-wide ministry of reconci liation. In 
o rder for the church to be the church at 
work, God touches the lives of a select 
few a nd prepa res them for specia l minis
tries in the church. 

Both the individua l believer a nd the 
church have a responsibility to God in 
seeking out the needed leaders. U lti
mately, the individual receives his call 
both from the H oly Spirit a nd the 
church . 

Response to the ca ll Lo church-related 
minist ries always will remain an act of 
fait h in s ubmissio n to God. The con
firm a t ion of the in ner responses , com
bined with the open a nd closed doors of 
circumstances, and the prom ptings of 
the church can be a powerful affirma
tio n tha t the ministry is the God-di 
rected way to a grati fyi ng li fe of ful
fillment. As a faith r esponse the basic 
q.uest ion remains , "Am I open to con
s1?er. a call from God to a ministry 
w11 hm the ch urch"? O 
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by Norman Vernon 

We have good news to share with a ll 0 
known as the Evangel Baptis t Church of f Yo u! We are now 
cele_bra ti ng our fi rst birthday with over ~oca Raton, and a re 
While churches in our commun ity report l OO in at tendance. 
60% drop 111 attendance, we have enjoyed as much as 50 to 
month. I ~m .confiden t , a nd so are our peCJa good in~rease each 
church build111g seating 350, we could fit

1
Pl_e, that 1f we had a 

less. ll in two years or 

We are still meeting at the H oliday Inf) 
the Boca Raton exi t 28 of Florida's Turi) ~akeside located at 
are ~eld each week: Sunday morning a t !:li ke. Three services 
evening at 6:00 p.m., a nd Wednesday e,}0:30 a. m ., Sunday 
Our week l ~ radio program reaches a lar ening at 7:30 p.m . 
South ~londa Gold Coast. The NAB Conr&e audience on the 
in Florida, but we have made grea t in ercnce is not known 
months._ t oads in j ust a few 

O ur_ f1_rs t p~oject was to take on $1200 ti 
the m1ss1onan es, George and Marjorie Ba er Yea r in support o f 
people are learni ng that we have a great%~ , Cameroon. Our 
both at home and abroad. We have P1.t ll11ssionary outreach 
across f~om th~ Boca Raton Country C lub tchased three acres 
~hu_rch 111 the immedia te area. The oppor a nd wi ll be the o nly 
limited. We are looking to the Lord for d _lU nities here are un
we take. lt ectio n in every step 

With the s uccess we have had under () 
ready to begin new congregations in FllJOd, I believe we a re 
have been surveyed; we a re ready to move ~i d a . Severa l places 
news we sha re wi th you, a sk the Lord wh 1n. As you read this 
cially to help . Remem ber we are "Labat Yo u ca n do fina n
God ," J Car. 3:9. Here is a place in whj 0 rers together wi th 
investment that wi ll pay dividends fo r t ill) ch you can make an 
many churches show an increase o f over e and eternity. How 
this happened to each of our churches, wel oo in one year? If 
ble the size o f our Conference in o ne year would a lmost dou-. N . . 
us to make a sacrifice a nd bui ld a church . o w is the llme for 
thus o pen the whole state to o ur Con feren in Boca Raton, and 
and believe together that God wi ll do the i~e work. Let us pray 

If yo u have any questio ns , please wri1e t Poss ible . . 
glad to answer . The Napie r Par kview Bai:i 

0 
me , and I wil l be 

Harbor Mich where I served fo r a lmost ti sr Church , Bent on • .. 13 
to support the Flor ida Projec t. I trust ma!) years, has vo_ted 
Builders will do the same. Le t us a ll join ~ C hurch Extension 
all our extension churches. o earts in prayer for 

The Rev. Norman Vernon is pastor 0 
Church, Boca Raton, Florida. If E vangel Baptist 
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College Bible Study Group explori ng "Evangelism Explos ion." Pastor 
Vernon at right. 

The Sunday worship service congregation in f ront of their present 
meeting place, the Holiday Inn Lakeside. 

The Boca Raton Church Extension congregation at worship at the 
Holiday Inn. -----------------

The trio singing in the worship service. Left to r.: Mark Schubert Kathy 
Vernon, Eric Schubert. ' 

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS OF 
CAMEROON AND NIGERIA 
(Continued from page 17) 

semble were drawn from Saker where 
Dona ld was principal at that time). 

Occas ionally the s inging of a fa miliar 
hymn wi ll have an unexpected harmo nic 
progression-a consequence o f fo llow
ing the sol-fa system wit hout suffi cient 
a lteration fo r tempora ry modula t ion. 
An example would be the well-known 
" H oly, Holy, Holy." If sung in E Oat, 
the second phrase o f the first verse
"Early in the morn ing our song shall 
rise to T hee"- sho uld have a n A natu
ral instead of A Oa t in the harmony on 
the word, " ri se." Such instances (heard 
a lso in the singing of some church 
choirs) is not a mauer of poor in tona
tion or " lack of a n ear. " It results from 
a st rict adherence to sca le intervals as 
found in the key of the piece-in this 
case E fl at , where the fourth note A is 
flatted. A bi t of experimema tion with a 
trio of Saker girls s howed they could 

sing the harm ony with the A natura l ad 
justment just as we ll. 

The gorgeo us sound of these Saker 
girls is no less present "earl y in the 
mo rning ." O n a la ter date, by which 
time my wife Beat rice had joined me, 
we wi tnessed first of a ll the standard 
l'ery ear/_11 morning revei lle at Saker, 
ca rr ied on in semi-darkness with the in
spec tion o f uni forms for neat ness a nd 
cleanl iness . From the dri ll fi eld the gir ls 
fi led into the di ni ng hal l where first of 
al l, be fore breakfast . they had morning 
devot ions . This included , among other 
th ings , a number o f songs in full har 
mo ny. This was my wi fe's first oppor
tunity to hear them a nd I reca ll she was 
part iculary impressed wi th the rich ness 
of the low a ltos . Only after this and 
so me words of appreciat io n a nd inspira
tion from Bea t ri ce d id they proceed to 
the morning meal. Some weeks late r we 
were ~orry to have to m iss a fine (by all 
repo rt ~ ) o utd oor Ea~ 1cr Sunri se Pageant 
by the Saker gir ls , under the direct io n 
of Eunice 1-: crn . 
Gm·ernmen1 -spon~ored schools have 

done 11e ll in thei r ~upport o f mu~ical ac
li\' il ie\, a ltho uuh the 1wo observations I 
\ ha ll make h; re a re wide ly differcn1. 
Mu\ ic a t the Teacher T rai ning College 
at Kumba had been (in 1975) under the 
direction of Eugen Elonge !'or twenty
two yea r~ . Trained in the We~t ern style 

at a uni vers ity in G ha na Mr. Elonge's 
cho ice o f repertoire and his own chora l 
composit ion mirro red that s tyle. Al
though he received inst rumema l instruc
tio n in Ghana where he was principa l o f 
the 2nd violin sectio n o f the orchest ra 
none of this carried over at Kumba. N~ 
inst ruments o f any kind were to be 
found there, not even a pia no. The 
choir singing was st rictly a cappella. In 

the absence of any instruments and 
given his own high standards o f crafts
manship a nd performance I would have 
expec ted at least some development of 
nat ive music alongside the Western . A 
part ia l explanation , at least, fo r this 
lack may be found in that fact that his 
Presbyterian upbring ing as a young boy 
in the thirties was so conserva tivel y 
Western that he was kept away ent irely 
from na tive music , including dru mming. 
Consequently , as he told me, he has no 
faci lity in his own nat ive tradi t ions ! 

In considerable comrast to this was 
the a fternoon of performance at the 
governmelll secondary school in Gembu , 
Nigeria . Here the chora l selections, 
brought by a few sma ll choirs, were 
drawn from tradit iona l music a ltho ugh 
not rendered wi th nearly the degree of 
per fect ion as those of the choir at Kum
ba. For that mauer choral singing , on 
this occasion at least , seemed to be of 
small importance compared to the da nc
ing. As is usua lly done in programs of 
this son, dances will be presemed by 
groups representing particular locales 
and thus movements will vary a great 
dea l in style a nd pa rti cipation . In 
var iably the dancers were accom panied 
by drummers and other percussionists 
and generally performed with consider
able abili ty a nd a high level o f enthu
siasm. 

Perhaps one might not expec t as 
much by way o f musical s ki lls from a 
Bible college (seminary) as from the 
schools a lready referred to, but expe
rience proved otherwise at the Baptist 
Bible Training College at Ndu. Surely 

the work of the Michelsons here de
serves some of the credit. Perhaps the 
presence of an electric organ (the only 
one in Cameroon?) , played by Mrs . 
Michelson has something to do with it. 
However most o f the s inging in chapel 
is done in the African style with drums 
participat ing. As a special favor to me 
two distinct performances were ar
ranged. The first was essentially choral 
and was held in the chapel. As in the 
manner o f the presentations at Gembu , 
smaller groups of students would repre
sent particula r regional t raditions with 
their choice of music and style o f per
formance. A degree of good-natured 
rivalry added to the interest. 

The second type of program consisted 
of traditional dances and was presented 
omside. H ere again local traditions were 
exemplified a nd contrasted one with 
another. The culmination of the entire 
series was a combined dance-a Chris
tian one, mind you, in which the par
ticipants went round and rou nd in a cir
cle , clapping hands and keeping in time 
with the drum beats . The words were re
peated over and over again : "There is 
new life for you in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. " All was done in good taste and 
the sinceri ty of th is number was unmis
ta kable. 

In additio n to music learned a nd per
fo rmed within the school b uildings or 
their environs, groups of students at 
various times may be called upo n to 
participate in exercises of a more re
gio nal or even national na ture . On Na
tional Youth Day, celebrated in each of 
the local subdivisions within Cameroon, 
programs centered around the abilities 
of youth are fea tured. Students from a 
la rge number of schools in the area pass 
in review before the officia ls a nd may 
a lso sing as choirs a nd play instrumems . 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lachenmeier 
celebrated their 60th wedding on J une 
13, 1976. Their wedding day was Feb. 
13. They are members or the F irst Bap
tist Church, Wishe k, N.D. 

HARVEY. N. DAK. The Bethel Bap
tist Church recently witnessed a bap
tismal se rvice at the Sheyenne River , at 
which six candidates fo llowed the Lord 
in baptism . They were later given the 
hand or fellows hip into the chu rch . 

Pictu red with our pastor, Doug 
Sathren, a re Delena F iller, Andrea 
Bartz, Idell F iller, Yvonne Fi ller , Dennis 
Schmeets a nd Connie Martin. (Mavis 
Edinger, reporter.) 

MORRIS, MAN. of Em
manuel Baptist Church held thei r Spring 
Program with Miss Minn ie Kuh n, mis
sionary to Nigeria as guest speaker. 

Pioneer Girl ' s work has been success
fu l in its first year wi th 4 1 girls en
rolled. On Sunday evening May 2, the 
group presented an interesting program 
including a Pioneer Girl C hoir. May 7-8 
o ur Pioneer Girls journeyed by school 
bus to o ur Lake Nutimik Camp. 

A Mother and Daughter Tea was held 
by our W.M.U. on May 4 . About 60 
Mothers and Daughters were present. 
An interesting feature o f the evening 
was a "Nostalgia Table" where the 
ladies displayed a variety o f articles that 
had belonged to their mo thers and 
grandmothers . Mother's Day was ob
served with a baby dedica tion as part of 
the morning wors hip, and in the evening 
~he Sunday school presented a program 
in honor o f mothers. Pastor of the 
church is Rev. Bruno Voss. (Mrs . C. 
Bergstresser , reporter.) 

PORT COQUITLAM, B.C . God 's 
~olunte:rs Team I held services in the 

1 
ary Hill Baptist Church and sang at a 

;cal shopp.ing center. On the weekend 
.earn II Joined us, and on Sunday eve

ning. the combined teams presented a 
musical. ~fter which many commitments 
and dec1s1ons were made. It was exciting 
to call door-to-door in o ur community 
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wih the GV's, and challenging to sit 
under their instruct ion for follow-up a s 
well as the daily prospects for chu;ch 
salvation , or Bible study. God ra ised u~ 
new prospects in our own fellowship fo r 
service! Following these blessed days , 
four young people were baptized April 
11 , and five more on Easter Sunday 
morning. (Gina Alexander , reporter.) 

SALEM . O R E. O n J uly 4 a celebration 
ca lled "To God Be the Glory" was held 
at the Riviera Baptist C hurch. It was a 
rev iew o r what God had done for our 
~eople a s ci t i ~ens of America, as Bap
t ists of a s pecia l ethnic background, and 
as members of this congrega tion. Sev
eral people contributed to a s mall book
let, "To God Be the G lory," which gave 
a brief history of the community, the 
e thnic a nd religious heritage of ou r 
membership, and o ur church history. A 
highlight o r the day was the welcoming 
or our 270th member with the ha nd or 
fellowship being extended by Mr. 
Samuel Schirman, who ho lds the record 
or longevity or membership: 60 yea rs. 
The pas tor and many of the members 
dressed in a ttire that either represented 
their ethnic background o r their early 
American heri tage. Kevin Riley, pic
tured with his Sunday school teacher, 
was d ressed like his distant relative who 
was one of the signers of the Declara
tion of Independence. 

Our cong rega tion joined with the 
churche.\ of the cit y in co nd uct ing a bi 
centennia l service on the \ l cp~ of the 
~ tat e capito l tha t afternoon . 

O n Augus t 15 it was Pastor S. Don
a ld Ganstrom 's joy to welcome into the 
membership , one of the Church, David 
Ghogomu, ~on of a n African chie f in 
who~e village a church was planted 30 
year\ ago by Pastor and Mrs . Gans tro m 
a ~ mi ~\ i onarie~ to the Camcroom. To 
God Be 1he G lo ry! 

GOLDE:\" PRAIRI E. ~A~K . On Palm 
Sunday the Firs t Baptis t Church was 
privileged to have President Dr. J. Son
nenberg and administrator Mr. Lang 
and a team of N.A. B.C. students pre
sent a musical, testimonia ls and a mes
s~ge . There was also remin isci ng o f the 
Bible school nucleus a s well as the t ime 
Dr. Sonnenberg was st udent pastor in 
our a rea 32 years ago. H is expression 
showed concern and compassion to visit 
sm~ ll churches whenever poss ible for 
which we are grateful. The same group 
attended the youth ra lly Sa turday . 
S~nday evening the Temple Bapt ist 

~ho~r. from Medicine Hat rendered an 
mspirmg message in song. The offering 
was fo r o ur Pinecrest Camp. 

Easter Sunrise Service was well at
tended followed by a breakfast spon
sored by our Y.P . Our W.M.S. ob
~erve~ World Day of P rayer participat
mg Wit h the neighboring church. 

b
. The ladies had their a nnua l spring 
irthday soc·a1 h" 1 at w 1ch a former 
memb~r showed slides as missio nary 
nurse I~ Colo mbia. Our church fam ily 
~s decided to have cottage prayer time. 

e p ray for an outreach in our com
~unl!y. The Rev. Riegel is the pasto r of 
t e church. (Leota F ri tzke, reporter.) 

POln LA, D. O RE. The dedication of 
our fou rth a nd newest sanctuary of ti 
B~t hany Bap1 ist Church brought 01e 
Richard Sc~il ke as gues t speaker; i~~ 
cost app~ox 1matcly S575,000. The Rev. 
Frank Fnc\cn, former pa\tor, shared in 
the_ program. Earli er, the cornerstone 
laying se rvice and potluck included Area 
Secretary Ha n\ Wik-kc . Th e Ma<o 
1 

. , ., nry 
m 111utc o f Oregon p rc~cnt cd Beth 

"Ed"f· any 
an I ice fo r Public Worsh ip Award 
of Meri t. " Fourteen new members have 
been received into our fe llowship recent 
!Y· twelve by bapt is m. We have shared 
in t~e Love Loaf project fo r those hun
?ry 111 the world. Ordained to the min-
1.stry was Rick Stoller, ha ving graduated 
from North American Bapt is t Seminary 
1ogcther wi1h Alan Aman. T wo o f our 
colleg~-bound you 1h a rc a11cnding North 
American Baptist College, Edmonton, 
Alta. The Triennia l Conference in 
Port land allowed us 10 \ha re in many 
goo_d. ~hing s . Fifteen youth, \ing ing and 
te\ 11 I y1ng, from our Spa ni\h-Amcrican 
Mi~s ion Field in Colorado ministered to 
us along with Dr. and Mr\. Ear l Ahrens 
and other\ from that fie ld. Mis\ iona ries 
Ron a nd J oan Stoller , mar ried previous
ly in Japan, were honored at a wedding 
rcccpt ion, a1 which ma ny mi\ \ionarie~ 
a nd guest\ were present. A \Urpri\e 25th 
Wedding Anniversary cclcbra1ion for 
Pa~tor a nd Mrs. Bernard Fritlke was 
revealed to them fo llowing a church 
P.Otluc.k dinner honoring retiring rvfo
s1onarres Fred and Pat Moore ol' Japan, 

who had ministered to us in testimony 
a nd s lide presentat ion on that day. We 
than k God for our pastor, faithful to 
the Word, and for an exceptionally 
busy, involved summer . (Fl orence 
Bauder, reporter.) 

GEORGE, IOWA . The First Baptist 
Church conducted special meetings with 
evangelist J erry Beltz March 2-28. The 
meetings were very well attended. Each 
evening he would paint a picture. The 
person bringing the most vis itors 
received the paint ing . 

On April 7, Maria H irschmann, better 
known as " Ha nsi" spoke at the George 
schoo l. This was sponsored by World 
Vision a nd the George Ministerial As
sociation. 

About 12 people from the church 
s pent April 2 and 3 cleaning and moving 
rocks fo r the Bell Tower at the Lansing 
campsi te. 

It was decided that First Baptist be 
the "Mother Church" to the New Faith 
Baptist C hurch in Rock Rapids, Iowa. 

On Palm Sunday evening a special 
musical program was presented. Two 
filmstr ips were also shown on the death 
and res urrection o f Christ. 

We had the privilege of having the 
Brazi l Praise Singers with us some time 
ago. 

United Good Friday services were 
held a t Firs t Baptist with Rev. J . Edwin 
Hart ii from N . W. College bringing the 
message. (Mrs. Gary Schubert, re
porter.) 

BE;'l;TON ll AIWOR, l\11Cll. At the 
Napier Parkview Baptist Church the 
Su nrise Service was presented by the 
Omegans and 1heir 1 wo musical grou~s: 
" The Young Believers," a teen choir, 
a nd the "Spiri t of Peace" quartet. Two 
young men shared the message, Steve 
Bergman and David Wesner. 

Sunday school was followed by ~ur 
worship service a t which time our 111-

terim pasto r, Robert F. Brown,. brought 
to rea lity again the dea th and victorious 
resu rrec1 ion o f Jes us Christ. 

Sunday evening the adult choir, under 
the di rection o f Don Clemen1s, pre-

sented the cantata, " Easter Celebra
tion," by Harold deCou. The sanctuary 
was filled 10 capacity. (Mrs. Lois 
Breitk reuz, reporter. ) 

A,\'All EIM, CALIF. The Women's 
Missionary Society of Magnolia Baptist 
Church sponsors three or four major 
functions each year; such as a Sweet
heart Banquet and a Mother-Daughter 
Party. T he "Sound Foundation," 
Magnolia's own adult ensemble, pro
vided a marvelous evening of entertain
ment for the banquet with selections 
from "Sound of Music" as well as 
sacred and romantic songs . The 
Mother-Daughter Party had the theme 
"Antiques and Nostalgia Night." 
Various mothers shared some treasured 
family heirlooms and keepsakes . The 
"Ana Belles," directed by Geneva Mc
Culley, entertained by singing a var iety 
of lighthearted select ions. (Lesley 
Steenbergen, reporter). 

ODESSA. WASH . On J uly 25 the 
Odessa Baptist Church observed its 75th 
anniversary. Two former pastors par
ticipated in the Sunday morning service. 
They were the Rev. Orvi lle Meth, chap
lain, Ba ptist Home for the Aged, Bis
marck, N. Oak., and the Rev. Edward 
Kopf, pas tor, Herreid Baptist Church, 
S. Oak. A dinner followed the morning 
service. 

Dr. Joe Sonnenberg, pres ident of the 
North American Baptist College, Ed
monton, Alta., was speaker at the after
noon se rvice. An ann iversary cake was 
served with punch and coffee. (Geral
dine Goetz, reporter.) 

BROOKFIELD. WIS . Pastor Jones and 
Immanuel Church rejoiced over the de
cision of four of our young people to 
follow Jesus Christ. They were baptized 
on Palm Sunday. 

T hrough our own newsle11er we are 
reminding our members of upcoming 
events and concerns, such as: "One 
Great Hour of Sharing," Vacation Bible 
School, Camp Tamarack Work Day, 
local Bicen1ennial meeting, and a Family 
Night Supper and business meeting. 

Our van is still on the move each Sun
day, transporting people who would be 
unable to attend church. Ma ny Sunday 
mornings the van has been filled to ca
pacity. It has been a blessing to the 
ministry of Immanuel. (Barbara Krae
mer, reporter.) 

JAMESBURG, N.J . On Palm Sunday 
evening six candidates followed the 
Lord Jesus C hrist in baptism upon con-

fession of their faith, at the First Baptist 
Church. Three of the candidates were 
child ren and three were adults. On the 
s ubsequent Communion Sunday, all 
were extended the righ t hand of fellow
ship including another adult who came 
to us by letter o f transfer. The con
gregation then joined together in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper with 
our pas tor, the Karl E . Bieber. 
(Marguerite Lee, reporter.) 

WAUSAU. WIS. The Immanuel Baptist 
Church has initiated the Awana club 
program for Chums and Pals; Guards & 
Pioneers were also added this year. On 
April I 0 three teams, 51 boys and girls 
and their coaches, competed in the 
Olympics at Stevens Point , WI. Our 
boys won second place. This is an ex
citing program that has added to our 
Wednesday evening Family Night atten
dance. 

Lawrence D. Wise has been called to 
be Christian education director-youth 
pastor. He and his wife, Becky, joined 
us in June. The Rev. Richard Krenz is 
the pastor of the church. (Ruth Kletzin, 
reporter.) 

KYLE, TEX . The Immanuel Baptist 
Church honored Mr. and Mrs. William 
Lengefeld with a farewell service Sunday 
evening, May 23 . The Lengefelds left 

l 

for Japan as short term missionaries 
shortly after the T riennial Conference in 
Portland, Ore. (Adolph Hill, clerk.) 

SASKATOO:\ , SASK. Several groups 
of the Hudson Park Baptis1 Church 
meet weekly in homes for Bible study 
and prayer which is a good out reach . 
W.M .S. invited the group from Calvary 
Baptist Church Extension work Regina. 
T hey showed pictures of the new work. 
The Rev. B. Hoffman brought the 
message. The Homebuilders meet 
monthly for fun and fellowship. The 
young people and young teens meet 
regularly. !he Pioneer Girls are excited 
~bm11 their program . The church rc
J01ced when ten followed the Lord in 



baptism. We had an Agape feast when 
12 new members were welcomed to om 
group In April the Yo uth For . Chnst 

· · 1 " He Lived a presented the MusicaD, . t Goh! is the 
Good Life." The Rev. ie er 

f the church. (Helen Foth, pastor o 
reporter .) 

MERCER, N. OAK . Our hearts wer~ 
blessed a t a very impressive bapusm~ 
service o n July 25, 1976, at Postel s 
Lake ten m iles north o f Merce~. Sev~n 
cand/dates were baptized and given t e 

ha nd of fellowship by the Rev. Art~ur 
. d the deacons A com munion freuag an · . . 
. was held in connec!Jon w11h the service 

baptisma l service . (Sam Rust , Jr ., re
porter.) 

MISSOULA, MONT. " Marching On 
With Strength Renewed " was the. theme 
of the 50th a nniversary celebrau ? n .of 
the Bethel Baptist Church. Fest1v1t1es 
ommenced with a banquet on the eve-
~ing o f March 27 with our presen ~ ~as
tor, the Rev. Robert Lang presiding. 
fhe theme verse o f Scripture was t~~en 
from Isa iah 40 :3 I. Each of the l1 v1 ~g 
fo rmer pas tors present spoke on a dif
fe ren t part of the verse. Of those who 
erved the church the Rev . & M rs . 
~obert Penner , (1968-1 975) the Rev. & 
Mrs . Herbert Vetter ( 1962-1968), the 
Rev. & Mrs . c. T. Remple (1954-1962) , 
the Rev. G. P. Schroeder (195 1.-1 9?4) 86 
ears o f age and still very active in the 

y d's work and Mrs . J . C. Kraenzler Lor ' · d 
(1947-1950) were able to be w11h us an 
h llenged us to "wail upon rhe Lord, c a . h . 
h n we sha ll mounl up w11 wings as 

t e Jes · we sha ll run and nor be weary; eag • . ,, 
walk and not faml. 

The program committee is to be 
highly commended fo r bringing to fru
ition such a joyous occasion which will 
not soon be forgotten. (Clara Malcolm, 
reporter .) 

ASHLEY, N.D. A special m1ss10nary 
service was held at Ashley Baptist 
Church April 2, I 976. Miss Berneice 
Westerman, missionary in Cameroon 
for 26 years , was the featured speaker. 
She a lso showed slides of her work. 

On April 4 the choir of Ashley Bap
tist Church rendered the cantata, 11 

" Hymns of the Cross," which included 
numbers by the choir, ladies groups in
terspersed with narrations. Mrs. Wm. 
C. Giedt is the director of the choir. 
Mrs . Henry Kranzler served as organist. 
The rendition was illus trated by films of 
the story and the singing of hymns in 
which the audience also took part. 

On April 6 a special meeting was held 
to which l 0 neighboring churches had 
been invited by the Men's Brotherhood. 
Bryce Streibel of Fessenden , N.D ., was 
the gues t speaker. His topic was "Chris
tians in Politics." The service was in 
charge o f the Pres . Robert Schmidt. Re
freshments and a time of fellowship was 
enjoyed. 

An impressive Sunrise Service was 
held on April I 8 which was well at
tended . Special music was brought, both 
vocal and instrumental; also a 15 minute 
film " The Lord is Risen" a fter which a 
potluck breakfast a nd a time of 
fellowship was enjoyed. The Rev. Etan 
Pelzer is the pastor of the church . (Mrs. 
Carl Fischer, reporter.) 

hand of fellowship as new members . 
Mr. Lavender is a student at the Bapt ist 
Bible College and expects to be active in 
various areas of church work . 

Our WMU recently had a ga rage sale 
from which they realized a net profit of 
$162.00. This money will be used for 
making some improvements in our edu
catio nal unit. (Rudolp h Woyke, re
porter.) 

EUR EKA, S.D . A service of ordination 
was held at the Firs t Baptist C hurch for 
Donald H. Paschke on S unday , M ay 30. 
A council met on May 18 to examine 
the candida te a nd voted to ad vise che 
local church to proceed with o rdinat ion 
plans . Rev . Etan Pelzer , As hley, N .D., 
moderator of the council, gave the 
charge to the church a nd the candidate. 
Rev. Arnold Friez , Leola, S. D., clerk of 
the council read the minutes of the or
dina tio n cou ncil. Mrs . Etan Pelzer gave 
the charge to the candidate's wife. The 
guest speaker was Rev. Dav id Steinfeld , 
assistant pastor , of Bismarck , N.D. 
Rev. Arthur Fischer, pastor of the Ber
lin Baptist Church, Fredo nia, N.D., 
welcomed the candidate into the minis
lry. Rev. Vernon Schneider, Ventu ria, 
N.D., gave the ordinatio n prayer. The 
newly ordained pastor led in the bene
d ict ion . (Arnold M. Friez, clerk o f the 
Council.) 

STAFFOnn. KA.'\ . Ca lvary Bap1isr 
Church ho nored the Rev. Theodore Frey 
on his 98 th bi rihda y, with an o pen 
house, a t which a nu mber of friends 
and rela1 ives greeted him . Mr. Fre~ is 
ihe oldes t NA B living pastor a nd is a 
member o f the Calvary Baptist Church . 

The two days of celebrari on afforded 
manY fond memories as fr iends. and 
members renewed friendshi p'., viewed 
pictures-some recent , some not. so re
cent - and reminisced on happenings in 
the church's history. 

DALLAS , TEX. Our church joined 
hundreds of other churches in the 
"Here's Life Dallas" campaign . The 
slogan was " I H ave Found It. " This ap
peared in the papers dail y with a tele
phone number to ca ll. The caller was 
then given the simple gospel message. 
Telephone ca lls were made to a ll homes 
in the Dallas a rea. Sixteen of our mem
bers joined pastor Melvin Warkentin 
and his wife in a ttempting to contact 
98 1 homes. They were s uccess ful in 
making 706 contacts. They shared the 
good news of sa lvation with I08 persons 
who were uncer tain of their sa lva tio n. 
Twelve accepted Jesus Chri st over the 
telephone. We a re now busy contacting 
these individuals. 

He (pi cwrecl wi th ihe Re v. Ehon Kir-

A n added blessing was the presence o f 
three of the twelve charter members o f 
the church: Mrs . Otto Wornath, Mrs . 
Lydia Fehr, a nd M rs . Julie H einle. 

That it was truly a beaut iful happen
ing was expressed by many a nd we covet 
1he Lo rd 's blessings upon us as we go 
fo r ward from I his poi111 in history. 
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We honored Mr. H erma n Steinda m 
who is 88 years old a nd has preached a t 
the Gospel Miss ion for 17 yea rs . The 
chai rma n o f 1he miss io n board, Mr. 
H erman Balka, presented him w ith a 
plaque. 

On Eas ter Sunday Miss Betty Shiner 
joined o ur members hip thro ugh bap
tism. The fo llowing Sunday Mr . and 
Mrs . James Lavender were given the 

. pastor o f Calvary Bapt1s1) li ves ~ 1 e111. · b cl · 
wi th his daugh1er and her hus a n m 
S1. Jo hn , Kan. 

E 1. K (; n 0 \'I·: , ('A I.I F . J u I y 41 h 
marked the 501h an niversa ry o f Pastor 
Fred Kle in beginni ng his C hris1ian min
istry. 

Members and friends of 1he Firs t 
Baptis1 C hurch in Elk G rove ga the red 
for a celcbra 1io 11 on J ul y 7th in ho no r 

o f Pastor and Mrs . Klein . The prog ra m 
included the reading of leu ers of con
gratu la tions received from the churches 
where Pastor Klein ministered, plus 50 
silver doll a rs symbol izing the fift y years 
in ser vice to o ur Lord . 

Pastor Klein's minis try began in Bis
marck N. Oak., in 1926; he is continu
ing to 'serve the Lord as t l~ e minister of 
visita tion a t the Fi rst Baptis t Church of 
Elk Grove. (Barbara Lu iz, reporter.) 

CA M!lOSE. ALTA . The Fell owship 
Ba pt is t Church celebrated its 75th An
niversary on August 21 a nd 22. O ver 
200 attended che ba nquet o n Saturday 
night. Many former pastors , sons and 
daug hte rs of the church, a nd man.y 
fr iends were in attenda nce. G uest speak
ers were the Rev. J o hn Mueller, Wash-
. Pa a nd the Rev. Ar1hu r 1ng1o n, ., f 
Weisse r , Wells , Vt. Boch are sons o our 
chu rc h. . 

1 
t 

For two yea rs the group was w1t 1ou 
a pasto r . A rthur Weisser 's grand fa t~er, 
C hris tia n Weisser, served as the ~ir.sc 
s upe rintendent of the Sunday schoo 111 
190 1. The Rev. F . A. Muel~er , fa ther ?f 
J oh n Mueller, became the first pastor in 
1903. 

Prof. Ed Link, N.A. B. College, and 
Dr. H erb Pa nkrat z, Chicago, Ill. ' were 
in charge o f the music. 

Our guest speaker for the Sunday 
mo rning service was Dr. Joe Sonnen-

N A 8 College, Edberg president of . · · 
mon; on Two mus ical numbers were 

· d M s H Pa nkrat z. presented by Dr. an 1 r · · 
C hai rman for the a ft ernoon progra m 

I R v Henry Schu-was our pas tor, t ie e · the 
I A Jovel), duet was sung by mac 1er. a 

Ro n Berg; he was ' 
Rev. a nd Mrs . f' · devotiona l 
fo r mer pastor. A very .1 tt1~l Raps ke a 
was g iven by Pro f. A i no ' . 'by 
former pastor. Greet ings were given . 

a representat ive the mayor o f Camrose, . 
. . . I f llows h1p , o ur a rea of the mm1 stena e C 1-

h Rev Isador Faszer, a 
secretary, t e · . as tors and sons 
ga ry as well as fo rmei P f 

, h . the m inistry. Le tters o 
of the churc 111 those no t in 
gree1ings were read frolm has sent 14 
a ttendance. Our ch ur~ 1. t y nine pas-

. 10 the minis r , 
young men Ill r chu rch workers and 
tor 's w 1 v~s • . fo u.. Mr Gottfried 
th ree m1ss1ona1 ies . · . h I 

. p . I nd Ore ., is t e o n y 
Schmitke, oit a . '. " Bles t be the 
charte r membe.r li v u~g. The Rev. Ca rl 
Tic" was su ng m closmg · . . 

. Ill c losed in p1aycr. Weisse r , Chicago , " 

Lu nch was served . kfu l fo r God's 
We are indeed than . . 
. . Oil LIS and rCJOI Ce thal 

g u1 d111g hand up . 
1 

, of 75 years of 
he has cou nted us woi ti ) · Socler
service for him. (Mrs. A nnie 
s tro m , reporter .) 

1'11 ISBl nGII . PA . O n J tdy 25.' 1976, 
P . D ,·cl E Korb a nd his wife , ln

as101 a\ I . . . . . the Calva ry 
g rid, began 1he1r 1111 111s try a l 

Baptist C hurch of Penn H ill s. Pastor 
Korb was formerly associate pas tor o f 
the Highland Baptist C hurch of Fitch
burg, Mass. The Korbs a re graduates of 
Gordon College. Pastor Korb received a 
Masce r of Divinity degree from !he Con
serva ti ve Bapcist Seminary. 

The emphasis of Pastor Korb's minis
try is focusing around discipleship on a 
" one-to-one" bas is and spiritua l growth 
in the lives of members who will "sha re 
Christ" spontaneously with their ac
qua inta nces . The members of Calvary 
Baptist a re thankful that the Lord sent 
Pastor Korb to be their shepherd. 

The Korbs have two children, Joshua 
and Gretchen. (Howa rd S . Fahnestock, 
modera tor.) 

KILLALOE, ONT. Under the leader
ship o f che pas tor and trustees, the 
Calvary Baptist C hurch com pleted . an 
extensive remodeling a nd redecora ung 
o f the Lower A uditorium of the church . 
A new Solina Electric Organ was pre
sent ed 10 the church by Mrs . George M. 
Burke in memory o f her la te husband, 
Mr. George M. Burke, a nd his pa rent s, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Burke. On be~al f 
of !he church , Mr . Floyd Ch~t s 1c k, 
cha irman of the trustees, grac iously 
received a memoria l plaque from Mrs. 
Burke (pictured). 

"The Po tter's C lay, " gospel singers 
h NA B College in Edmonton, 

from l e · · · . · · rogram 
Alta., presented an rnspinng P 

on June 2 . . held a t 
A bapt ismal service was 

R d Lake on Aug. 29, fo llow.ed by a 
oun . h . h ume the communion service a t w ic 

b 1 ·zed were reeleven who had been ap I i . Tl e 
ceived into the church m.em bers 11P(Jea1n 
Rev. Alben Fadenrccht is pastor. 
Weckwo rth, reporter. ) 

I. A CIWSSE . \\ ISC. Bib le Ba~t i s c 
Church was privi leged to ha~e the e~ . 
Ba ngs i prior to his returnrng to 1115 
home in Cameroon . . 

O ur W.M.S. enterta ined the M 111neso
ta-LaCrosse Associat io n Spri ng Ra lly 
with Miss Elea nor Weisenburger , as 
speaker. . . 

Five of our people were p ri vileged 10 
a 11 cnd the T riennial Conference in 
Portla nd . (H iram Phillips , reporter.) 

in . 
PICDIDrliUQ 

RALEE (BEA VER) BARTLElT. 49, of St. John. 
MRS· ~:.cd away on July 19. 1976. She .was born April 12. 
Kan·· p c was uni1cd in marriage 10 Vonnie B~r1Jeu Aug, 29, 
1927· ;~e is survived by her husband. Vonnie • . two daugh-
1948· dra and Alice. both at home. She was fo11hful lo .her 
ters. ,And Savior, Jesus C hrist, whom she loved wuh Prior
Lord an en. 0 ed her family and d iligently _served and loved 
ity. she ~ire and mother. She was a dedicated member of 
them asv:r Baptist Church. Stafford. Her absence will be 
the Cal Y. h h church and communlly. The Rev. 
keenly fell in l . e om\c offici~ting minister at the funeral Ehon o. K1rstern was t 
service. 

'cd J ul 24 1976 at the age of 85. 
MAY V. CAROUG E d1 b ytizcd in the West Baltimore 
When s he was 17 s he w~s h ap family Jived a Jong distance 
Bapti st Churchh A~1 ho1~:~d~rit s services faithfully . She had 
from the ch urc • 

5 
e 

3 
. f h Lord As she had re

mus ical abilit y and .u sed I~ ~~e l c~urch July 28. The Rev. 
quested she was buried ~ro . ords in church and later a1 
Ph il ip Solcas spo ke com ort1~ w i ery She leaves her two 

~l~~h~~~~,G~~c::1~~~v~~,\~~i~m ~:;oug~. and her niece. Doris 
Hull , and their fam1hcs. 

9 r Baker Mo nt died in Aug ust, 
BENJAM IN HUBER/b· ~ 2 1887. a t \V.ilhlcnsial. South 
1976. He was. ?orn c:D~rothea H uber. In 1904 he imrnj. 
Russia. to Ph1 1l 1~ and Oak In March 1909 he marriecj 
gra1cd to Hcrr~id. S. · The ho mstead ed south Of 
Christina Sch":cig ert 
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1 Ar~~~ · they ~etircd ro Plevna and t ri 

Baker, M om .. '" 1~10. n Huber died in 1962. In 1963 tic 
1956.movc? 10 Bak~r. ~~~· died in 1974. He was a member 
married Elizabet~ 8 11z. h Baker Survivors include a Son 
of c~c Firs.t ~ap1~s t Chu~cfe~s: Mrs·. Ted Aldinger, Bi ~l i ngs: 
Chris, Bak ~r'. t"o da ug Escondido, Calif.; JO grandch1ldrco 
and M rs . T1lhc Foll ~cr, Th R v James Applebach o f fi . 
and JS great·gra~dch1fdrcn. e e . 
cia icd at 1he service. 

DELFORD CARLYLE PEPP LE. 66. died June 30". 19;6. at 
. . . He was born June 14, 1910. in a ster 

Eden Prame. Minn. ' ·I d ~ ! rs Fredrick (Isabella Wag. C N Dak .. 10 I " r . a n 1 • • • 

aunty, . 0 29 1934 he was married at Carr mg toll 
ner) Pepp~ . OH~ll c~c ~\'35 a. member of Dc:thany Bap1is1 
to Ruth . t ch:n~on Minn.. 1960-1972, and or Sliako~ 
Church. H u . . 975-76 He is survived by his w1do \\ .. B Ptist C hurch. Min .. 1 ' · · J rr N ' 3 

• I • 0 l fkc Alexandria. t\·lmn.. c · 1 ~\\
two duld rc n: M~r enc_ B~u ~faskovich . Lo ng Beach, Calif., 
Orleans. La.; 2 s islers.- Y N Oak .· a broth er , Fred. Ca r, 
Mill icent Okcrt, Carrin~ton, .Tl R. , R c. Siading anq 
. d 3 grandchildren. ic e' · · . 

~~~g~oc~'. ~~y H insch o f ficiar cd a1 the funeral service. 

PUOWILL was born June 18. 1960. at 
RONALD JAYE Ra l h and Ileen (Schuler) Pu~ . 
Fo rt Wamnght , Alaskl ab, to N PDnk with his parcn1s a1 th~ 

·11 H 1e 10 Wns 1 urn, • •• 
w1 . f c ca~ He au ended schools in Washburn a nd ha~ 
age a e1g I. d Ron was a member of Wash bur t'l 
completed the 9th grn e. . his Savio r at IO years Of 
Baptist Church. accedpllAng ~h;~st ~;71. He is survived by his 

c and was bap11zc pn , f F 
ag .• f Washburn his father. Ralph. o a rgo . One 
mo1hcr. I leen oh c iwo 'brothers in the service. Jo nnthnt\ 
sis1cr. Susa1~ at om • Rod er wi1h lhc U .S. A rmy it\ 
a t West. P oint, N. Y. , an~ his gra;1dmo1hcr, Mrs . Christi ri ~ 
Mannheim, G erma ny , la nH di:d in an au tomo bile accid cllt 
!\'feyer of Seatt le. \Vas 1. _c ffi · tcd at the service. 
July I 7. Pas1or Bernard Edrngcr a 1c1a • 

C HRISTINA SCH~tlDT WAGNER. 87. was born i11 
Russia , O c1. 15. 1888. and d ied July 21. 1976. At 11 She 
came to the United Sta tes to Anamoose. N. Dak. On No1 . 
20, 1906, she married Jacob Seibold. who d ied July 16. 
1913. On ~ l a rch 24. 1916. she married John Wagner; they 
lived near Mercer. N. Oak. They reti red in ~tercer. Mr. 
Wagner passed away in 1964. She wa; a mem ber of lhc 
Mercer Baptist C hurch. La ter she lived in the McC tuski 
~lcmorial Home and the Baptist Ho me for the A ged. Bis. 
marc k. where she died. Predeceased by her son. Roland 
Seibold. she is sur"i"ed by two sons. two daugh1ers. three 

stepchildren. two bro thers. three sisicrs. 25 grandchild ren 

44 g reat-grandchildren and lwo grea1-grca1-grandchild rcn: 
The Rei . Arthu r Freitag offi cia ted a t 1hc service. 



• 
DCIDS ICIUS 
BWA BUDGET INCREASING 
Melbourne (EBPS)- The Baptist World 
Alliance General Council, meeting here 
Aug. 16-20, boosted the Allia nce's 1976 
budget by 53 percent, a nd upped its pro
posed 1977 budget by 70 percent in ac
tio ns aimed at greatly increasing the 
BW A worldwide programs. 

The la rgest part o f the increase will 
go to the new program of Evangelism 
and Education, a imed at assisting Bap
tist conventions and unions to promote 
preaching , soul-winning and Bible study 
within their own framework and area. 

Other increases wi ll go to a program 
of communications, helping Ba ptis ts of 
the world to know each other better , to 
a program of study and research which 
brings together scho lars from a ll parts 
of the world for the exchange of ideas, 
and to the development of regional pro
grams within continental areas. 

The relief program , which includes 
self-help and developmental projects as 
well as disaster relief, operates strictly 
within the limits of money received. Ad
ministra tive costs generally a re borne 
by the BW A budget, and all designated 
gifts are transferred in their entirety to 
points of need. 

LEBANON-FIGHTING 
CHRISTIANS NOT 
NECESSARILY 'BELIEVERS' 
Alexandria, La. (BP)-Throug hout 
history Christians have been at war 
against sin a nd hum an injusti ce. 

Now C hristians in Lebano n are fight
ing Moslems. But a ll those wearing the 
Chr isti an label are not necessarily 
"born-again believers," say Mr. and 
Mrs. Bill Trimble, who have served as 
Southern Baptist missionaries in that 
area of the world since 1961. .. the cur
ren t civil war there is sectarian, but 
religious groups are similar to American 
polit ica l parties. He sa id the term Chris
tian is direct ly rela ted to cit izens whose 
ancestors lived in New Testament times . 
" When the Crusaders were traveling 
through that part of the world they were 
met by Christians who lived in the hills 
among the cedars of Lebanon." 

But the term Christia n today shou ld 
be distinguished from "believers " 
Trimble said : "Christian is used in the 
general sense in Lebanon today rath e~ 
than in the sense of a perso n practicing 
religion." 

Lebanese carry the identification of 
their fathers. "When a perso n is born 
an identification card is issued o n which 
is listed date and place of birth, father's 
name a nd with what religion the father 
is identified. A child becomes a Chris-
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tian or Moslem or whatever because of 
the father's identification, " Trimble ex
plained . 

90-YEAR-OLD PROF TALKS 
TO STUDENTS ABOUT FUTURE 

by Michael Duduit 
Lo uisville (BP)- When a 90-year old 
professor speaks to a n a udience of 
young seminary students, what does he 
talk about? 

Wh y, the future, of course . 
"The seminary of the past and pres

ent must become the seminary of the 
future, " Gaines S. Dobbins, emeritus 
professor of religious education and 
well-known author of 32 books, said at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
chapel recently. "The churches of tradi
tion must become the minist ry o f 
dynamic change." 

The next 25 years could determine the 
shape of the next 100 years. " On you 
will fall the tremendous burden not only 
o f a fruitful ministry during your brief 
lifetime but of determining the course of 
the next century." 

Dobbins sees a revolut ion tak ing place 
today in the breaking down of rigid 
divisions between the "clergy" and the 
" la ity." This return to the New T esta
ment concept of "the priesthood of a ll 
bel ievers," makes their future call to 
service a ca ll to be a " learner leader," 
not a " loner leader." 

"By 2001 world populat ion , at the 
present ra te, will have do ubled, so we' ll 
be right where we are now; and a mult i
plied force of ordained ' clergy' and ap
pointed missio naries will be a ll bu t 
helpless in the face of insuperable dif
ficulties o f Christi anizing the multiplied 
masses of unsaved," he asserted . 

With clergy and laity working to
gether, however, the world ca n be 
reached for C hrist, Dobbins believes . 
"For the fi rs t time since Christ gave the 
commission it is now literally possible to 
go in to a ll the world with the good news 
of salvation for all who will bel ieve," 
he declared. " For the first time there 
are enough Baptists alone and enough 
money in their possess ion to obey the 
comm1ss1o n. For the first time the 
breakdown of the pagan religions a nd 
the repudiation of ritualistic a nd 
sacramental religion in many lands have 
created a vacuu m into which the simple 
but powerful Baptist fa ith can be wel
comed. " D 

chuckle 
mithbruno 

Minister to a uto mechanic when he 
was informed of the cost of repairs: 
"Your estimate runneth over. " 

see it 
by Paul H. Siewert 

Some religious events are very ob
vio us by their explosive natu re. Ot hers 
just seem to tri ckle alo ng, gaining such 
inconspicuous moment um that no one 
seems to notice thei r prospective torrent. 

Something I have noticed tha t has 
gone far beyond a trickle, yet seemingly 
unn ot iced, has been the ma ny people 
with unresolved problems in their own 
li ves, who have gone into professions of 
solving other people 's problems; that is 
"personal counseling." ' 

For insta nce, I know of a young pas
tor who because o f his ho mosexual ab
errat ions left his wife and children and 
ended up doing cli nical family counsel
ing. Another ma n with a broken home 
due to his marital unfaithfulness ha d the 
audacity to go into the hospital chap
laincy. Still , another person is ci ted to 
have left behind her fam ily a nd chil
dren, only to become a fa mil y socia l 
worker. And so the li st grows. 

Now, certainly I a m not sugges ting 
that such fa ilu res in life should close all 
doors of futu re service to society o n the 
part of these people. But at the same 
time, it would be obviously naive a nd ir
respons ible to close our eyes to the im
pl icat ions with regard to related voca
tional in tegrity . Would it not be a 
greater evi dence of humility and integ
ri ty o n the part of these people to serve 
society in non-counseling profess ions? 
Wha t is wrong with helping people in 
the choice of their ward robe rather tha n 
thei r domestic life style? 

Since many of these unfortunates a re 
no t alert to the issue, our churches and 
society sho uld be. D 

The Rev. Paul Siewert is the pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Minot , N. D. 
In this column Mr. Sie1vert analyzes cur
rent religious news of his choice. 

Why are there so many last minute 
detail s a nd so few last minutes? 

A fisherma n boasted that he caught a 
20 pound salmo n. He was asked if there 
were a ny wi tnesses . "Of course there 
were, otherwise it would have weighed 
40 pounds." 0 

[ mhaf''s happening] 
• The Rev. John Ziegler, since 1967 
pastor of Oak Street Baptist Church, 
Burlington, Iowa , accepted the call of 
the Church Extension department and 
has assumed the newly created position 
of the Associate Secretary for Church 
Extension. The Rev. Lyle Wacker is the 
general secretary of Church Extension. 

• The Rev. Robert J. Radcliffe, director 
of C hristian Education at Sunkist Bap
tist has resigned o n August 8, to assume 

a teaching pos1t1on at Ba ptis t Institute 
of Los Angeles. 

• The Rev. Henry Friesen of Moose 
Jaw, Sask., has accepted the call of 
Trochu Baptist Church, Trochu, Alta., 
and is ministering there since September 
15. 

• The Rev. Jerry Worsham, former 
assistant pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Elmhurst, Ill. , is now the pastor of 

Salios Accepts 
Corifj:rence 

Position 
by John Binder 
The Rev. Connie Salios has accepted the 
call to become Associate Secretary for 
Stewardship at the North American 
Baptist Conference Interna tio nal Office, 
Oakbrook Terrace, lit. The Genera l 
Council has appointed him to this posi
tio n last May, and he bega n working on 
September 1, 1976 . . ... 

His prima ry respo~s1 ?1h t1es . a~e .to 
promote Conference m1ss10ns, ministries 
and stewardship a mo ng the North 
American Baptist Conference churc~es 
a nd ind ividuals. He will a lso provi~e 
stewardship education a nd financial 
pla nning programs to churches upon re-

quest. . d 
H e is working in the Stewardship a n 

Communicatio ns Department of. the 
Conference with the Rev. John ~inder 
who is the Secretary o f Stewardship a nd 
Commun icat ions . Others in the depart 
ment are the Rev. Everett Barke~ ' Asso
ciate Secretary for Estate Planning; Or. 
Reinho ld Kerstan , Associate Secretary 
for Communications a nd the Rev. B. C . 
Sch reiber who was appointed b~ the 
General Council as a part-t ime Ed1t?nal 
Ass istant on a Social Security basis as 
o f September I , 1976. Schreiber had 
previously served full t ime in ~he depar~ 
ment a s Communica tions Assistant unul 
the age o f 65 which is the Confere~ce 
mandatory retirement policy. The pohcy 
does a llow for continued employment 
on a year-to-year basis until age 70. 

The Rev. John Binder, is the secr~tary 
of stewardship and commumcattons, 
North American Baptist Conference, 
Oakbrook Terrace, !II. 

Connie Salios comes to this new posi
tio n highly qualified academically and 
with a wealth of practical experience in 
minist ry. He received his educat ion a t 
Bob Jones University, 1946-49; South
western Baptist Seminary, Ft. Worth , 
Tex., 1949-50; a nd Northern Baptist 
Seminary, 1950-53, 1965 . He received 
the B. D. degree from Northern in 1953 
and the Master o f Theology degree in 
1965. He has also done additional grad
uate studies in marriage counseling and 
theology. He was ordained at Greens
boro, N.C., December 1948. He pas
tored, Ida Baptist C hu rch, Sherma n, 
Tex., 1949-50; First Southern Baptist 
C hurch , C hicago, Ill ., 1950-52; First 
Baptist Church, Bellwood, Ill ., 1953-59; 
church extensio n pastor, Glen bard Bap
tist C hurch , Glen Ellyn, 111 ., 1959-65; 
director of God's Volunteers Team, 
1965-69; pastored, Harbor T ri nity, 
Costa Mesa, Calif ., 1969-76. 

Pray for his minist ry and call upon 
his services for your church in Christian 
stewardshi p development . 0 

Grace Baptist Church , Racine, Wiscon
sin. 

• The Rev. Helmut Poschwatta, pastor 
of Bethany Baptist Church, Lethbridge, 
Alta., resigned end of May. He now 
lives close to Kenora, Ontario. 

• The Rev. Herbert Berndt became the 
pastor o f the Latta Road Baptist 
Church, Rochester, N.Y., on Sept. I. 
He had been serving as the interim 
pastor since the resignation of the Rev. 
Wilmer Quiring, who became the East
ern Area secretary for the NAB Con
ference. 

• The Rev. Donald Richter, pastor of 
the McKernan Bapt ist Church, Edmon
ton, Alta., was elected as the vi~e
president of the North American Baptist 
Seminary Alumni Association, and the 
Rev. C harles Hiatt, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church , Emery, S. Dak ., as the 
member a t large at the Seminary Break
fast during the Triennial Conference, 
Portland, Ore. 

• The Rev. Larry Salsburey has be
come a full-t ime staff member of the 
McKernan Baptist C hurch , Edmonton, 
Alta., in the area of youth and music . 
He began his ministry Sept. I , 1976. 

• Mr. Richard Macha, 1976 graduate 
of the North American Baptist Semi
nary, Sioux Falls, S. Dak ., has accepted 
the call to become the pastor of the 
Anamoose Baptist Church, A namoose, 
N. Oak. 

• The Rev. Ray Niederer, pastor, 
Calvary Baptist C hurch, Aberdeen , S. 
Oa k., received his doctorate degree 
from Baylor University, Waco, Tex., 
this past summer. D 

• The Rev. John Goetze, pastor of the 
Germa n Baptist Mission C hurch, Hamil
ton , Ont., has resigned from that posi
tion to accept one with t he Eastern 
European Missio n. H e has served the 
H amilton church for 12 years. 

• The Rev. Martin Franke has resigned 
as the pastor of the First Baptist 
Church , Durham, Kan. H is future pla ns 
are not known. 

A BICENTENNIAL 
INVITATION 

to North American Baptists 
When visit ing our Nation's Birthplace 
Visit our Denomination's Birthplace 

Fleischma nn Memorial Baptist 
C hurch 

9th & L uzerne Sts. 
P hiladelphia, Pa. 19140 
Phone: (21 S)-225-2962 

Services Each Sunday 11 :00 A. M. 
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AN UNFORGETTABLE 
TRIP 

When the executive o f the All Union 
<;ouncil of Evangelical Christians-Bap
tists of the USSR invited me some 
months ago to visit their country, I was 
both excited and unsure how to prepare 
myself for this trip. So I read a ny book 
I could get hold of, learning about the 
people, culture, economy, education and 
the political system. But when my Pan 
~m plane touched down at the Moscow 
airport I suddenly knew that everything 
would be totally different from what I 
had expected it to be. 

The brethren Ilia Orlov and Leonid 
Tkac.henko, both from the Moscow 
Baptist Church, who had visited our 
N.A.B. Office in spring of this year 
had come to the airport to welcome me'. 
They also saw to it that I sailed right 
through customs and immigration with
out any complications. 
U ~ limousine, owned by the Baptist 
. mon, takes us from the airport to the 

flty, a distance of about 25 miles. The 
argest hotel in Europe, Russia, with a 
~otal bed capacity of 6,000, will be my 
ome for the next five days. 
ha~;e bret~ren have told me that I will 

. to bring a message in the evening 
sherv1ce. The Moscow Baptist Church 
t e only 0 · . ' ne m a city of more than 
seven ·1r shi mi . ion people, has regular wor-
da P ~ervices on Tuesday night, Thurs-

. y night , Saturday night and three ser
vices on Sunday. 
. A. quick stroll around the hotel which 
is. directly adjacent to the Red Square 
gives me t~e first feel for the country. I 
take. the first of my slide photos and 
movies- and nobody seems to care. 
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The evening service completely over-
whelms me. There was an ff . . I I . o 1c1a we -
coming_ tea by the executive workers of 
the Un~on. There was an extensive in
troducuo.n to a ll of the staff workers at 
the Baptist headquarters. But when we 
make our way through the totally over
crowded sa nctuary I get the f1·rs t . · f 1mpres-
s1on o the dedication and co . 

G d 
mmitment 

to o of these my brothers and . 
in the s · U . sisters 

ov1et mon. Hundreds and hun-
dreds of people have not found a 
They w·11 h seat. ' av~ to stand throughout the 
two-~our ser~1ce, and they do not seem 
to mind. It is hard for me to t concen-
rate on the outline of 

Wherever I look I see pe~:ie me!sar. 
~eople with friendl y, open face; e~ ~~s~' 
mg the ?es~re to eat of the Bread of Li f~ 
to be d1stnbuted from the P 1 . . 1 · u Pit m the 
proc amauon of the Word I b . 
the greetings of our Co~fe ring them 
they respond by standing t;etnhc~ , afnd 
and sa · h e1r eet 

ymg c orus-like, "We thank o 
for the greetings and ask Y u 
back our greetings." you to take 

T~en it is time for the message of the 
evening But fac· h ·. mg t e crowded aud · _ 

~i~:s 1inrn~;~~~P:~d sh~~e sermon .sever~! 
love for th my feelings of 

em. 
ab~~:e~Sthe worship service I meet wi th 
r . young people. They sing pray 
eClle poems bring · · ' ' m . ' testimonies and ask 
a~y . questions about church l"f d 

Christian yo th . . . 1 e an 
d 

u ac11 v111es in the USA 
an Canada A sm II b . 
guitars, sa~ophon:s and wit~ electric 
oth · ' percuss ion and 

er instruments gives to th . 
modern, fresh beat. e1r songs a 

Also during the fo llowing days I have 
~o pre~ch a t various church services: 
our times at th M Ch h e oscow Baptis t 

twi~~c in a~~ thre~ ti~es to their youth; 
Re . ma ta m the Kasachsta n 
Alubl 1~; o~ce in _Tashkent, close to 
fi v;ham_stan, thre.e times in three of the 

. Kiev Baptist Churches in the 
~krame Republic, as also in the Kiev 

entecostal Church. 
S My v1s1ts include a lso a Jewish 
~nagogue, Russian Orthodox churches 

t e mon_astery at Zagorsk and a larg~ 
mosque in Tashkent. 
to I praise .~od for the broad exposure 

. the spmtual scene in the S . 
Union Tl ov1et 
R . · ie . warm hospitality of our 
Inu~~1an B~pll sts defies any description. 
att e commg months I wi ll nevertheless 

~m pt to descri be a nd a nalyze my ex
~~riences, and I will try to relate some 

d 
the events a nd people that I 

eepl · h • iave the Y enr_ic ed my own spiritual life. In 
L meant1m~ an advice to you a nd . 
f;1 us be faithful in our prayer supi:~; 

r our fellow C hristians not o 1 
our No th A . n y on r merican continent but all 
over the world' . RJK 

Christ was In the beginning. He was re· 
vealed In creation. When man entered the 
~cen~, God made Jesus Christ his Word to be 
e~r and read by all mankind, and to 'be re

ceiv~d . The Bible testifies that "as man as 
received him, to them gave he power t1 be· 
come the sons of God ..... (John 1 :12). 

Since that day when Christ came into the 
~1orl~ _as 

1
the Savior, the angels, Jesus himself 

s isc pies and numberless people have 
~ass~d on the good news, that "there is salva· 
lion '" no one else! Under all heaven there Is 
~~e~!~~c~:~:~ 2\~r men to call upon to save 

'.his message, the WOAD, needs to be pro· 
g~!1::::~d ~Is~ In our times. The publications 
· 0 t e Stewardship and Communica· 
lion~ Department has set aside the first Sun· 
d~y in December for special promotion of the 
fnn~e~d ministry. Christian literature attempts 
~ ui the bridge between God's inspired 
al ord and those who are striving to live by it. It 

so reaches those who are far from God and 
need to be won for Christ. 

P 
Absl. North American Baptists we will use the 

u 1cat1ons Sunday 
• to promote Bible reading· 
• to strengthen family dev'otlons using 

MOMENTS WITH GOD ' 
• to share through BAPTIST HERALD 

and _N.A.8. NEWS how God works In 
the lives _of people; 

• to familiarize ourselves with home 
and overseas missions through MIS· 
SIONS PROFILE· 

• to inform our~elves about N.A.B. 
Conference priorities through DIAEC· 
TORY and ASSOCIATION REPORTS. 

• to win new subscribers to our 
publications. 

Dece~ber 5, 1976, Is Publications Sunday. 
~a~e this day count In the ministry of "pub· 
hsh1ng glad tidings" in our North American 
Baptist churches. 

CHRISTMAS IS SHARING 
In order to make Christmas especially mean· 
lngful to my friends and/or relatives I wish 
to give a year·round gift Rf B I j/ HER· 
ALO to , -~ ~-5..-.d•W 

ACT NOW . .. and solve some ol your Christmas shop· 
ping problems, avoiding the holiday rush later. Send In 
your BAPTIST HERALD gilt orders to 
BAPTIST HERALD Subscription Depar1ment 
1 So. 210 Summit Avenue 
Oakbrook Terrace, VIiia Park, IL 60181 
ORDER NOW ... Regular price Is $5.50 per year our 
special Christmas price Is $5.00 tor a gift that will 1a

0

st all 
year. 
Regular Price 
S 5.50 One year subscription 
$10.00 Two years subscrlpllon 

Christmas Special 
$ 5.00 
s 9.50 
$ 4.50 
$ 3.75 

S 5.00 Ministers and Missionaries 
S 4.00 Students, Service men, 

Residents In Homes for tho Aging 
Add 5°' posl ago to those gifts outside of Canada and 
U.S.A. 

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS OF 
CAMEROON AND NIGERIA 
(Continued from page 23) 

These are occasions for school loyalties 
to be expressed, with opportunities to 
present noteworthy achievements in the 
arts by the students. 
. On several occasions within the year 
tmport~nt dignitaries will make appear
ances m the province and call forth 
from the local population an appropri
ate expression of appreciation for the 
honor. Such was the visit of the Gover
nor of the Northwest Province, the 
honorable Enow Tanjong, to Bamenda 
and Bafut. The Bamenda reception was 
an elaborate ceremony. School and 
church youth groups paraded past the 
reviewing sta nd a nd performed choral 
selections. After considerable speech-

making by various officials and the 
Governor himself, the culmination of 
the festivities took the form of tradi
tional dancing by adult men and even 
jujus (medicine men). The affair at 
Bafut was similar but even more spec
tacular. Many school children were 
present as spectators in this civic rite 

a nd again particula r groups of chi ldren 
took part in choral presentations. After 
the governor received a chief' s robe a nd 
after considerable speechma king the 

final celebrations were in the hands of 
the jujus. Their dancing was impressive 
whether in small groups or on stilts. 
Note the use of rattles on their ankles 
and masks on their heads. 

What would be the effect of such af
fairs as we have considered on the 
school ch.ildren? Quite considerable, I 
am certam. Thinking part icularly of 
these large-scale celebrations they have 
about them more than the excitement of 
a baseball or footba ll game. There is a 
g r~a t feeling of identity, of nationa l 
pride, of participat ion, and-above 
all-tradition . We have had our July 
4th 's and a Bicentennial but African 
tradition is lived with closely every day 
and not something to be recalled on 
special occasions only. In Cameroon the 
young are not only present but are given 
a role. They are involved. They achieve 
and they are recognized. I was particu
larl y impressed with the National Youth 
Day celebration a t Ndu from the stand
point of this participation. Later in the 
day, when all the scheduled events were 
over, an impromptu dance group started 
up in which all ages were represented 
from young children to oldsters. Whil~ 
not important as an artis tic event the af
fair said a great deal for the degree of 
underlying unity that exists among the 
people . 

Returning to the more st ructured role 
of music in the life of the young Cam
ero?nian it is signi ficant that music is 
~n important part of the curriculum. It 
1s not a frill, not an added expense to be 
withdrawn if the budget cannot be met. 
It ra nks in importance with other sub
jects of instruction and appears and re
appears a number of times in the school 
day. Furthermore it is an expression in 
which, apparent ly, a ll of the students 
participate. If there are monotones (and 
th~re must be some) they are no t in 
evidence. Everyone seems to take part 

and such participation is generally 
wholehearted. Such success must have 
an early start-in the family even befor.e 
the schoolroom, however informal ll 

may be. We in America would do well 
to find an equally prominent role for 
music in the lives of our children. D 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
(Continued from page 15) 
programs, extension churches with th<:ir 
exciting outreach and growth, our mis
sionary endeavors. I delight that we ar.e 
a denomination with vision and confi
dence for the future a s we plan f?r 
more extension churches, greater mis
sionary goals and, for each individual, 
the challenge to walk closer to our Lord 
and Savior that we might win souls for 

him. 
I thank him for the beautifu l music 

that was presented a t all sessions of the 
Conference the words and melodies 
telling us ~ore of his love. The joy of 
congregational singing-who c~n for~et 
when every voice was raised in pra ise 
and worship as we sang " I Know God 
Loves Me" in two languages! 

I thank him for the many dedicated 
hands and hearts that worked together 
to make each luncheon, breakfast and 
picnic banquet the special occasion that 
it was for each person who attended. 

To see my own pastor , Ray Hoffma n 
a nd his wife. Esther, commissioned as 
new missionaries to Cameroon was a 
very precious moment. The dedication 
and commissioning of that great number 
of missionaries was a beau ti fu t expres
sion of their willingness "to go and 
preach the Gospel. " This service was a 
highlight of the Conference, a time to 
be thankful but also a time to accept 
our responsibi lity in support and prayer. 
It' s so good to be a North American 
Baptist; truly, God is do ing great things 
among us. 0 
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llTl-t URBANA 76 
INTERVARS TY 

MISSIONARY 
CONVEN ION 

June 1, 1976 
URBANA 76 Inter-Varsity's triennial mis-

sionary convention, will "zer~" in on the spe
cifics of mission work, according. to Convention 
Director, David Howard. To do this, th~ conven
tion will offer students over 75 elective work
shops dealing with issues of . broa? concern 
within missions, the u.se of sp~c1al skills, or par
ticular phases of mission act1v1ty. 

Students will choose from such workshops as 
" Preparing for Missions" by Dr. John Gration, 
professor of cross-cultural ministries at the 
Wheaton (Illinois) Graduate School, "Non
Professional Missions" by Ruth Siemens, a 
former missionary among college students in 
Latin America and Spain, "Short-Term Oppor
tunities" by Phillip Butler of INTERCRISTO, and 
" Anthropology" By Dr. William Kornfield of the 
Andes Evangelical Mission. 

"They will deal with trends, issues, and per
spectives rather than the teaching of skills," 
says Howard. "The emphasis is on a cross
cultural understanding of any given subject 
rather than the one-sided picture taken only fro~ 
the Western student viewpoint." 

At least 15,000 students are expected Decem
ber 27-31, 1976, at the University of Illinois in Ur
bana for this student missionary convention. At 
the last URBANA, held in 1973, over 14,000 stu
dents attended and over 5,000 students signed 
cards indicating that they were actively seeking 
God's will about being a missionary. 

Besides the workshops, held during three af
ternoons of the convention, the convention will 
feature such well-kn~wn speakers as Anglican 
rector, John Stott; Bishop Festa Kivengere of 
Uganda; evangelist Billy Graham· and author 
Elisabeth Elliot Leitch. Speakers ~ill deal with 
various aspects of the convention theme " De-
clare His Glory among the Nations." O ' 


