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news 
Flash 

Human Rights 
Day-Dec.10 

T he tenth day of December is 
observed in m ost pan s o f the wor ld 
as Huma n Rig hts Day. By acti on of 
the General Council of the Bapt is t 
World A lliance, we suggest to Bapt is t 
C hristians everywhere that attent io n 
be given, o n this occasio n , to possi­
bilit ies fo r greater impetus to the ad­
vancement of human rig hts a nd bas ic 
freedoms for a ll peoples . 

O ur C hristian fa ith is a fa ith of 
liberation , not only fro m the bond­
age of sin but also from enslavem ent 
to c ultural, polit ica l, socia l, and 
economic bo ndage tha t is contrary 10 

the dignity a nd worth o f the huma n 
perso n. 

On th is Day, let us o ffer specia l 
prayers for those who live u nder c ir­
cumstances where they d o not ha ve 
full freedom of worship, freedom to 
ad opt or change their religio n , 
freedom to propagate their fa ith. 

Let us remember those who d o not 
ha ve freedo m o f a ssocia tion, f ree­
dom of movement , a nd freed-om of 
express ion , a nd those who h~vc been 
subjected to a rbi trary det entton, im ­
prison ment , a nd tort ure. 

Let us pray also fo r those who su f­
fer from racia l d iscri mination, from 
what we hope a rc the la st remnants 
o f co lonia lism , from unequa l treat­
men t on accou nt o f their sex, age, or 
o ther such facto rs o ver which they 
have no control. 

Our concerns must be wide eno ugh 
to cover a lso those who suffer for 
lack of mea ningful employment , lac k 
o f access to nu tri t io us food, and 
from inadequate hea lth ca re a nd in­
su ffic ient educationa l prepa rat io n for 
life. Huma n rights embrace these 
ma tters also. 

We mus t never relax in the pursuit 
of huma n right s goa ls. Fo r in J esus 
C hri st , we find a loving concern for 
the whole person. W e as hi s fo llo w­
ers a re co nstra ined likewise. 
( You may wri1e /0 1he Baµ1is1 World Alliance. 
16Z8· 16th St. N. /!'. , ll'ashi11y10 11 . D. C'. , 20009. 
for a mimeop.raphed sw 1e111en1 wluch sho w\ 111 
parallel form 11tc U11 11•ersal Declaro1io11 of !111· 
man Rights and som e 11el<!cted relera111 Scriµ111rf! 
passages.) 
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A by Donald Ewing 

ND SHE BROUGHT forth her f irstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their f lock by 
night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they were sore 
afraid. A nd the angel said unto them, Fear not: f or, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Sa vior, which 
is Chris! the Lord. Luke 2 :7-1 1 

FEAR NOT " seems a s trange way to 
begin the first Christmas greeting. Or 
perhaps it' s not stra nge at all, for fear 
seems to play a dominant part in the 
spot we're in . 

Jerome Kern expressed it in the song, 
"Old Man River," " J get weary and 
sick of tryin ' ; tired of livin ' and feared 
of dyin ' ." Tournier, the Swiss physi­
cian , says that nothing grows more 
readily in the human heart than fear; 
not one of us is free from the scars of 
fear. The low-voltage anxieties that arc 
not specific as to their source or object 
quietly build up nervous voltage day by 
day until finally the intricate mechanism 
of our soul burn s out. The sudden 
shocking experiences of life slash deep 
furrows of futility and fear rig ht to the 
heart of us and leave deep scar\. 

J f you 'vc ever seen the cross sect ion 
of a tree, you've been able to tell by the 

Ri!pr1111ed by pem11.1~ 1011 fro111 If IS, s111-
de111 111cn:a:.i111! of !111en-an-i1y Chris1ia11 
Fellow1hip. 
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rings what happened to the tree year by 
year . The years of drought and the 
years of too much heat arc recorded, 
and so arc the tragedies that struck the 
tree. They li e imbedded in the heart , 
covered over, but still recorded . So it is 
wi th us. 

We are afraid : afraid of sick ness, 
germs, death, and strangely enough , 
afraid of health and s trength . We arc 
afraid of being wi th people and of being 
alone; of being shut in and being shut 
out. We are a fraid of wars and violence, 
of fa ilu re and success, and a fra id of 
fear it self. We fear the unk nown and 
the known . We are afraid of a thousa nd 
things and non-things. We arc a fright­
ened people . 

FEAR OF DISAPPOINTMENT 
Two particular types of fear are 

typical of our day and arc most destruc­
tive. The firs t is the fear of d isappo int­
ment. l reca ll one experience sha rply 
even though I was only two. One day a 
fr iend of Dad 's dropped in at our house 
and brought his dog with him. He had 

the dog perform some simple tricks for 
me, and I was com pletely captivated by 
its beauty and intelligence. Dogs are 
show-offs that appreciate a good audi­
ence, and bot h master and dog were 
pleased by my exci ted reaction. T he 
man told me, " One day soon I will 
come by for you and take you clown to 
the ri ver where you ca n see my dog 
swim out into the water and bring back 
sticks. You can throw sticks, and he wi ll 
bring them back to you ." My cup o f 
ant icipat ion ran over. A ride in an 
automobile was an adventure in t hose 
days, especia lly since our fam ily didn ' t 
own one. The ri ver seemed li ke such a 
wonderful place, far away and almost a 
different world- and the dog doing ex­
cept iona l tricks. I was excited and 
waited impat ien tl y. 

But the man never came. Like so 
many of the off-hand promises we make 
to children, we mean them at the time, 
but we forget so easily. l did not forget, 
nor do the ch ildren who m we fail with 
our casual promises. 

l suffered another disappointment at 
seventeen when a girl broke my heart­
tem porarily. She showed good sense ac­
tually, and I'm delighted to this day 
that she did, which sounds like sour 
grapes, but isn ' t. Then, in my mid­
twen ties a national athlet ic champion­
ship esca ped me by a frea k turn of 
events and that was a disa ppoin tment. 
When J was thi rty-three, a ma n in 
whom l had the utmost confidence and 
whom J considered to be my fr iend 
turned out to lack all the quali ties that 
could make a person a fr iend. l was 
despera tely disappoin ted then. 

There have been ma ny o ther things 
too, small and big, bur I would rather 
go on being disappointed than cl ose up 
wir hi n myself. So many people retrea t 
from life when rhcy arc disappointed . 
They refuse 10 ma ke fri ends; refuse to 
fall in love; will not co nsider marriage; 
refuse to have any signi ficant rela tion­
ship wirh anyone else. They abcl icare life 
as they shut themselves up in the 
cramped cage of their hurt : a ter rible 
mistake, and a common one. We arc 
disa ppoint ed in the clay in whic h we live 
and a fraid o f the clay that comes. Hav­
ing been d isappointed we a re afraid to 
give ourselves to anyone or anyt hing, 
and we lose the ba ttle of life . 

FEAn OF M ISSI NG OUT 
Vance Havner te lls of a woman who 

wa.'> no longer young and who had never 
been rea lly at tracti ve. She was unmar­
ried, and was worried abou t it. She 
decided that her chance to enter in10 the 
sublime bliss of human experience was 
going to pas\ her by, and went to her 
pas to r for ad vice. The pastor hi d behind 
a pio us plat itude, saying somewhat sen-

tent iously, "Well , the Lord has a plan; 
one woman for every man and one man 
for every woman and you can't in:ip ro.~e 
o n tha t. " The worried la.dy said, l 
don ' t want to improve o n it; J want to 
get in o n it." . 

This story illustrates the sec~nd fear. 
that we are not going to get m .o n it. 
The fear that we are going to miss t.he 
meaning in life , that somehow what life 
is all about may just slip away from us. 
I'm convinced that many of the cxces.ses 
in our society, especially those occurri ng 
among our young people '. are caused by 
fear- even their aggressive acts .. T.hey 
are afra id tha t they ma~ l i~e 1he1 r hves 
without learning what li fe is a ll .about; 
hence unrestricted alcohol, fra nllc sex, 
extreme hope, LSD, peculiar f?rms of 
dress and lack of hygiene. ll. is a. pa­
thet ic thing to observe an m1ell1gent 
1 man being searching fearfu lly, com-
rnl · l down one bli nd a ll ey a fter pu s1ve y, . 

(her always ending up 111 a dead-end 
ano ' d. ·11 

I becoming more and more 1s1 u-stree • ·c1 I cl 
sioned wi th parents, country , I .ea s an. 
.d hool fr iends self and h fe . T lllS 1 eas, sc • • 
is happening with so many people to-
d not only to young people, but a lso 

ay, · ld l those who a pproach nllC e ag~. 

Ttol see time slipping through their 
iey .f I 

h d rap idly now and wonder 1 t 1ey an s . 
1

. h . 
are ful filling the promise w 11c was m 
I So many frightened people stand 11em. . f . 

I halfway mark and begm a ran t1c, at t 1e . · · h 
compulsive search for mea nmg m t e 
wrong way. 

CONFRONTING FEAR . 
There is an answer. First , we. must 

realize the part that fear plbays in t~ e 
way we live, that we are su Ject to 11, 
a nd that not only we, .but ever~one else 
faces this problem. It 1s endemic among 
human beings. . 

T hen we musr recognize the .source of 
fea r . This is one of the most importan t 
1 . ione of us can ever learn , and 

~flmgs al n) 11 this you can be a different 
1 you ear • . . 

God created man 111 His ow n person. I 
image tha r He might have cre.a t1 ur1;e~ w 1

1
0 

could enter into fc l l owsh1~ wi t 1 im . t 
H. ctistom 10 come 111 the cool of was is h. 

. 10 walk in close fe llows 1p the evening 
. h 1 creatures He had created . He wi t t 1e f 

1 made for these people a wonder u len-
. t and gave them compete 

vironmen . f 
1 

f · 
·tll the excepuo n o 1 1e run freedom wi ' 

o f one tree. . . f 
There are many im phcauons here or 

. h. prescnr slate. On the clay ma n 111 is · · I 
d d Eve a te of th is frui t , 11ey A am an 

1 f .d hiding when they heard t 1e were a ra 1 , 
voice of t he Lord who had 

11
codme to 

walk wir h rhem . Goel ca e out, 
"Adam where arr t.hou?: ' Adam. came 
out resplendent in lllS rtcl1cu lous fig leaf 

.. 1 heard you and I was ga rment, 
afraid ." 

He had never been afraid before. 
Whenever he heard God coming, his 
heart would leap up within him, but 
now he was afraid . He sa id , " I knew l 
was naked. " Goel sa id, " How did you 
know? Did you cat of the forbidden 
fru it?" This is where fear began . 

Since man disobeyed Goel , fea r has 
been one o f man 's greatest enemies; he 
comes close to Goel, and he is a fraid. 
Ada m was afra id because he had broken 
God's law, and because now he stoo.d 
spiritually na ked as God looked on his 
heart. Tournier makes it clea r that man 
is afraid because man is a sinner . Sin is 
the disease; fea r is the symptom .. lt is all 
right to treat symptoms, but un.u l we get 
to rhe point o f treating the disease we 
can never remedy the cond ition. 

TH E so u ncE OF FEAR 
We must recognize the basic source of 

fear as the lack of a right relationship to 
Goel . We a re a ll citizens of a world out 
of fe llowship wit h God, and no ne of us 
main tai ns the relationship that we 
should . Having recognized thi s, we must 
receive God' s answer lo fea r. 

There were shepherds a bid ing in the 
fields keeping watch over thei r flocks by 
night, and suddenly the night became 
luminous with the glory of God . The 
glory of the Lord shown round about 
them and they were caught up in the 
most glorious, most beautiful , most 
transcendently radiant experience any­
one ever experienced . Wha t was their 
reaction? Diel they commence to s ing 
doxologies-"Praise Goel from whom 
all bless ings flow"? They did not. They 
huddled together and threw up their 
arms in weak protection against the 
pierci ng gla re of the puri ty of. G~cl . 
Thei r minds began to reca ll their sms 
and fa il ures; the loss of temper here, the 
expression of lust there, the greed, the 
envy, the mal ice. They saw themselves 
as shabby people. All about was the 
glory of God, but they saw the glory .of 
God through the fog of their own spir­
itua l fai lure. And they were afraid . 

And the first word o f God 's mes­
senger was d irected to thei r immediat e 
need "Fear not: for behold, I bring 
you 'good tid ings of great joy, whic.h 
shal l be to a ll people. For unto you 1s 
born this day in the ci ty of David a 
Savior which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 
2 :10- 11). I have never known anyone 
who came face 10 face with Goel, but 
what he became a fra id . But Goel says, 
" Fear not , l come to redeem, to save, 
to lift up . I have come 10 go to a c ross 
to die in your place . I have come to 
give yo u eternal life." Jesu s Hi mself 
summed up all of Chris tmas and Easter . 
" For Goel so loved the world, that he 
gave his o nly begotten Son, that who-

soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlast ing life". (John 
3 :16) . We have passed from s111 a nd 
death to life when we receive Jesus 
Chris t as Lord and Savior. Si n is the 
root of fear, guilt is the s talk, and fear 
is the poisonous fl ower which, when we 
eat it spri ngs up and chokes our souls. 
Wha t' is the answer to fear? Receive 
J esus Christ as your Lord a nd Savior, 
commi t your way to Hi m and then start 
learning to trust H im . Give al l of your 
life to Him , and as you do, you will 
find fear of what ma n can do to you 
decreasing, for Goel will be with you. 
God wil l be your defender, your rock 
and your fort ress. If Goel gave His son, 
wi ll He withhold any good thing? If He 
died for us, will He not preserve us? 
For God so loved you that He gave you 
His only begotten Son, that if you wi ll 
believe in Him, the power of fear wi ll 
be destroyed and you will have eternal 
li fe. 

Early one day I unlocked a nd entered 
my church . An empty church is u s~ally 
as sti ll and quiet as a breathless rnght, 
but a sudden noise ab ru pt ly shattered 
the qu ietness and drew my nerves tight. 
On searching I found a large bird that 
had somehow come in . The noise had 
come from his beating against the win­
dows, trying to reach the world of 
brig ht sky and shelt ering tree that he 
co~lcl see, but couldn ' t reach . The n 
when l tried to rescue him , l only added 
to his fear . He saw me as a threatening 
giant , not a del ivere r: l could see the 
frantic pounclrng of his heart . Wtth ter­
ror he threw himself again and aga in at 
the invisible wall that shut him in . 

Finally, I opened a window and 
withdrew. After a time of indecision he 
flew to the open window, perched for a 
moment on the window si ll and then, 
feeling the fresh ai r of the spring morn­
ing, threw himself out into the bright 
sunlight and flashed away against the 
sky. l could feel the bird' s explosive 
joy, the wi ld excitement of being set 
free. 

The shepherds were afraid when Goel 
opened heaven 's doors to them . And we 
are afraid too when Goel speak to us­
afraid that this may be another th rea t, 
another false hope. But if we come close 
10 J esus in honest search, we'll feel the 
fresh a ir of eterna l li fe and trut h in our 
souls and we shall know the truth of the 
angelic sta tement, ' ' Unto you a Savior 
is born ." We shall escape the prison of 
fear that has haunted our shu t-in souls 
for so long and fulfill the promise of 
high and noble things. 

The fi rst word in the fir~l Chri stma~ 
greeri ng was fear. the second was 1101. 
and the next was joy. "Fear not : for 
behold . l bring you good tid i n g~ ,,f 
grea t joy. 
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The history of the ch urch reveals the use of varied 
pauerns of g overnance. While New Testament writers 
evidenced a desire that activities with in the church be 
carried o ut in an orderly fashion, they d id no t set forth 
a comple te style of ch urch organization. Early Chris tian 
communities deve loped , therefore, wit hout total uni­
formit y in the go vernmenta l styles . Indeed, it seems that 
early ch urch governance pauerns reflected, in pan at 
least , t he poli tical governance pat tern s wh ich were well 
kno wn to the various groups of believers wi thi n their 
respec tive communi ties. 

The question of who should govern the church is like­
wise_ ~nswered differently today by perso ns of varying 
t rad1 t1ons. The pope is the ult imate organizat ional 
autho rit y in the structure of the Roman Ca tholic 

Dr. David J. Draewel/ is president of North American 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 
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C hurch . Other groups acknowledge the decision mak ing 
authority of b ishops, presbyters o r congregations . 

In the Preamble to the Consti tution of the North 
American Baptist Conference, there is an unequivocal 
affirmatio n of " the congregationa l form of church 
government" as o ne of the " d ist inc tive principles for 
which Ba ptists have li ved a nd died ." Despit e this fact, 
there seem s to be a lack of clarity on what this great 
principle means a nd what it does not mean , both histori­
cally and theologica ll y, as well as what its implications 
are for the life of the church today. 

We have a lready a ll uded to the fact that di fferi ng pat­
terns of church governm ent emerged early in the course 
of the church's his tory. T hese differing patterns have 
continued to the present day. It is difficult , therefore, to 
develop a completely cogent argument for the congrega­
tional form of ch urch governmen t fro m p u rely historical 
data . Even the ch u rches of the New T estament do not 
seem to send o u t completely consistent signals o n church 
government patterns. 

This is not to say, however, that there is no evidence 
of congregatio nal church government in the New Testa­
ment. Indeed, there are a nu mber o f sig ni ficant examples 
of such group decisio n making to be fo u nd . 

GROUP DECISION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
The cho ice o f Ma tthias to succeed the deceased and 

d isgra~ed Judas . a.s an apostle is a clear example o f con­
grega11 onal d ec1s1on. T he congregation at Je ru sa lem, 
a.bout 120 persons, firs t nom inated two men for this of­
fice (Acts I :23) and then cast lots to select o ne ·o f them 
(A~ts I :26) . The idea of selecting seven men to mee t the 
d a ily needs o f the widows in J er usalem was considered 
by ".the ~~dy of the d iscip les" (Acts 6 :2) . "The whole 
multuude (Acts 6 :5) was p leased with the p la n and 
chose such seven persons. 

It was a . g~oup .decision a t Antioch to send reli ef gifts 
to t~e C hns11ans 111 J erusalem who were su ffering from 
fam111e. (Acts 11 :27-30) . Pau l and Barnabas were " sent 
on the ir way by the ch urch " to go to J erusa lem to de­
bate w},t.h the Judai zers (Acts 15: 13). Subsequent ly, be­
ca.use It seemed good to the apostles and the e lders 
w1th the who le church," persons fro m J erusa lem wer~ 
c~osen to _go with Pa ul and Barnabas back to Ant ioch to 
d iscuss this mauer fun her (Acts 15 :22). 

Despite the ~r~sence of these c lear examples o f con­
gregatio n.al dec1s1o n making, it must be adm itt ed that 
ot h~r aCllons relating to the New T estament chu rch were 
decided by indi viduals o r church leaders . Often expe­
diency , ra~h e r than a well tho ug ht -ou t rat ionale, seemed 
to determtne the pat tern of governance in a particula r 
church at a particular time. 

TH E CHURCH IS GOVERNED BY CH RI ST 
Dou b tless, t he s t rongest case for the co ngregati o na l 

form ~f ch urch govern ment is a theo logica l o ne . We 
must fi rst _und erstand tha t, though some Bapt is t writers 
~1ave d.es: nbed the church as a d emocracy, strict ly speak-
111g th is is not so and sho uld no t be so. Democracy a 
Greek pattern, was a nd is based on the funda men ta l ~o-

tio n of the ru le of the common people. T his is far from 
the teaching o f the New T estament concerni ng the 
ch urch . The church is not to be governed by common 
people ... o r even by uncommon people . Ra ther , the 
church is to be ru led by C hrist. H e is its Head . The 
church is his Body. Just as it is true of our physical be­
ings that o rd erly act ivity res ul ts from the body making 
appropria te responses to the direction of its hea d, so 
also with Christ and the church . J esus himself said to his 
disciples , "Neithe r be called masters, for you have one 
master, the C hris t" (Matt. 23 : 10) . 

The rea l question of concern, therefore , is to d eter­
m ine what type of o rga niza tion will provide the best 
potentia l for the church to be responsive to the govern­
ment o f Chris t. The answer to such a quest io n depends 
in large measu re on o ur understa nding of what the 
church is . Baptists have always understood the church to 
be com posed of persons who have been reconci led to 
God th rough C h ris t, who have born witness to their 
identificat ion with Chris t 's death, burial a nd resurrectio n 
in the waters o f baptism a nd who desire to live under the 
direction of and in the power o f the H o ly Spirit. 

EACH MEMBER IS BORN AGAIN 
This is why another of the " distinctive p rinciples" 

lis ted in the conference Prea mble is "regenera ted church 
membership ." Th is means that, ideally so, every church 
member has been born again by the Spir it o f God . Every 
member has responded with fa ith to God's gracious gi ft 
of salvation in Jesus C h rist. E very member has been 
adopted by God into his fami ly . There a re no second 
class members in the church of Jesus C hr ist. All are 
eq ua l in their s tanding before God . Thi s suggests s t rong­
ly that a ll members o f the congregation who have eq ua l 
righ ts a nd p rivi leges in God' s Kingd o m sho uld a lso have 
equa l righ ts and responsib ilities in the church of Jesus 

C h ris t. 

EAC H M EMBER HAS DIRECT ACCESS TO GOD 
A no ther "distinctive princip le" in the conference 

Preamble which reinforces the idea of the cong rega tiona l 
form o f church government is t ha t of " soul liberty." 
This great trut h reminds us tha t every person who has 
experienced God 's saving grace has direc t access to God 
wit hout having to go through a ny h uman intermedia ries. 
It a lso suggests that every person who has been born 
again by the Spirit has access to that Spirit , who C h ris t 
promised wo uld g uide him int o a ll the tru th (J o hn 
16: 13). Indeed , Jesus s tated tha t the believer not only 
would have access to the Spirit bu t that the Spirit of 
Truth wo uld dwell in him . 

Soul liberty fu rt her imp lies the r ig ht of each be liever 
to read the W ord o f God and be led personally by the 
indwell ing Sp ir it , who inspired the writi ng of H oly Scrip­
tu re, to understand a nd fo llow its teach ings. H ow could 
the ch urch , therefore, have a greater opportunit y of be­
ing responsive to its H ead tha n when a ll its member , in­
dwelt and g uided by God 's Spirit of Trut h, make d eci­
sio ns, u nder the au thori ty o f God's Word, rela1ing to it s 
ministry? 

EACH MEMBER HAS A RESPONSIBILITY 
Paul 's g rea1 discussio n o n the gifts of the Spirit in I 

Cor. 12 likewise suggests the appropria teness of the con­
gregatio na l form o f church governmen t. H e points out 
that "each (member) is given the man ifes tatio n of the 
Spirit for the common good" (vs. 7) . Altho ugh different 
gifts are given to d iffe rent members of the congregation , 
" all these are inspired by th e o ne a nd the same Spirit 
who apportions to each o ne individually as he wi lls" (vs . 
11) . To make sure that persons do not sugges t t ha t cer­
tain gifts carry with them a superior status in the m inis­
try o r the governance process, Pa u l s tates : 

T he eye can not say to the ha nd , " I have no need o f 
you," nor again the head to the feet, " I have no 
need of you . " O n the contra ry, the pans of the 
body which seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
and those pans of the body which we think less 
honorable we invest with the greater honor .. . But 
God has so a djusted the body, giving the g reater 
honor to the inferior part that there may be no dis­
cord in the body, but that the members may have 
the sam e care for one another (vs . 21 -23 a, 24b-25) . 
Thus, P aul spells o u t d iffering responsibilities in 

m inistry b ut complete equal ity of relatio nshi p for a ll 
who are g ifted by the Spirit as members of the Body of 
C h ris t. The equal responsibility of each member of the 
congregation in ministry per formance strongly implies 
the equal responsibil ity of each member of the congrega­
tio n in minist ry decisions. 

LEADERS' ROLES- T HAT OF SERVA NTS 
The congregatio na l form of church government does 

not d eny the presence of leadership roles with in the 
ch urch . C hurch leaders, whether they be lay or pastoral 
leaders, must a lways recognize that they are responsible 
to the congregatio n and not the congregat ion to them. 
The role of a leader in the ch u rch of J esus Christ is, 
the refore, the role of a servant. 

Wh o, 1hen, should govern the church? The answer is 
clear : Christ should govern h is ch urch through the deci­
sio ns o f a congrega tion composed of perso ns who are 
born of the Spirit, fi lled with the Spirit, led of the Spirit 
a nd gif ted by the S piri t. D 

The North American Baptis t Conference is known for its 
conservative, Bible centered Chri ti :m convictions and 
for its evangelis tic zeal. 

The P reamble to the Con titu tion of the Con ference 
stales the followin g ''dist inctive pri nciples fo r which 
Baptists have lived and died" and which North Ameri­
can Bapt i ts affirm : 
I . Soul liberty; 
2. The inspired authority o f the c ripture~ in matters o f 
faith and conduct ; 
3. The separat ion o f Church and State: 
4 . The Revela1 ion of God through Jesus Chri~l a ~ only 
Savior and Lord: 
5. Regenerated d1un.:h member\ hip; 
6. Believer's bapli \m by immer~ion : 
7. The congregational furm o f churd1 g0\ernmc1u ; 
8. The proclamation of the go \pcl throughout all the 
world . 
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A 
CHURCH 

THAT 
GROWS 

MINISTERS 
by John Hisel 

The Rev. Arthur Brust 

This story is about one local church 
... the Willow Rancho Bapti st Church, 
Sacramento, Cal iforn ia, but it could be 
the story of many other churches! It' s 
the story about a local ch urch that has 
found the excitement and joy in creat ing 
the kind of chu rch envi ronment that 
tends to mot ivate men and women to 
enter some for m of Christ ian mi nistry. 

In reporti ng to you about what has 
been happening at Willow Rancho, I 
thi nk it' s good to keep a couple of ques­
ti ons in mind . And , as the story un folds 
I thin k some answers will come. 

WHAT R OLE HA S the local church 
played in that special "call of God" fo r 
Christian service? 
and then a more persona l question for 
you and your ch urch ... 

WHAT IS YOUR CH URCH DOING 
or willing to do to create such an in­
fluential enviro11111ent that y o111h will 

Dr. John W. Hisel is director of church 
and co1111111111ity relations at North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sio ux Falls, 
SD. 

Wi l low Rancho Baptis t 
Church, Sacramento, CA, 
Pastor, the Rev. Arthur 
Brust. 
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We 're looking for People Who Wanl lo Lead 
say, in co111111it111e11t to the Lord, "here 
a111 /, oh God, use even 111e?" 

Rather than ask you to read o n about 
my opi nions, l 've asked several min is­
try-bound young peopl e from Willow 
Rancho to tell their side of the story. 
They are products of that local church 
environment : Steve Coru m, 1977 grad­
uate, N.A.B.S. ; J ennell Mauch, senior , 
N.A.B.S .; Mike Seto, 1977 gradua te, 
N.A.B.S. ; Dale Goncalves, jun ior, 
N.A. B.S.; and Steve McCord. (Pastor 
Art Brust reports that two more stu­
dents are pre-enrol led a t the North 
American Baptist Seminary .) 

In reviewing wriuen comments I re­
ceived from these five youth, several im­
porta nt factors surfaced to explain, at 
least in part, what's happeni ng at 
Willow Rancho that tends to produce 
candida tes for the min istry. Many o f 
these wri tten com ments arc sha red here 
under three headings: Church Atmos­
phere and Influence, Church Leader­
ship, and Church Yout h Intern Pro­
gram. 
Factor I : Church Atmosphere and In­
fluence 
" ... a lot of opportunity for involve­
ment .. . youth leader, leading Bible 
studies, being on planning committees, 
choir, home Bible studies and part icipa­
tion in l he worship services." 
" ... church a llows me to explore my 
abi li ti es , talents and gifts . They gave me 
responsibility with accountability." 
" . . . openness to new ideas." 

•• 

" . .. the church as a whol e in fl uenccd 
me considerably. Several lay people to ld 
me they felt I had the gifts for ful l-time 
minis try . Their support of me both 
spirit ually and fina ncially was importan t 
in deciding for the ministry.'' 
·· . .. the ch urch people were very en­
couraging and accepting . I was allowed 
to preach and teach adu lts and youth 
throughout my college years. I knew I 
clicl no t always do the best job but just 
being able to have these opportunit ies 
rnea~t a lot to rnc. It showed me that 
they cared enough to let me make mis­
t a k ~s and learn from them." 
" . . . the atmosphere of the church was 
one of wi ll ingness to support new lead­
ership . .. Loving concern, instruction 
and advice provided me wi th an oppor­
tllni ty to succeed." 
Factor 2: Church Leadership 
· • . .. The person who has had the big­
gest influence on my life is our pastor, 
from working wi th hi m and then ob­
serving him in many different circum­
stances. His atti tudes and actions have 
given me a very positi ve image of what 
it is like to serve Goel in every aspect o f 
my Ii fe. " 
" ... the pasto r took the initiat ive and 
asked me to get involved .· · 
· · .. . bei ng invol ved wi th people 
through the church is the bes t way I 
know of to help a per~on decide o n 
fu ll -time Christian work ." 
" ... bot h pastor and associate pastor 

Mike Selo 

recognized certain gifts had for 
ministry and rein forced me." 
" ... the pastor' s persona l interest, con­
cern and love were major factors." 
Fac tor 3: Church Youth Intern Program 
" ... the cli ncher that helped me decide 
on going into Christian work was being 
a hi !!h school intern for 21 month s. T he 
program a llowed me to learn to teach 
Bible classes, how to vis it people in their 
homes, to pla n activi ties for high school 
kids, and it gave me a taste of wha t it is 
like to reach ou t to other people con­
cerni ng the person who had do ne most 
for my life, Jesus Christ." 
' ' ... a person must be co llege-age and 
going to school, illlercstecl in going in to 
Christian work . It is a paid position 
(part or full -time) and the exposure a 
person gel s just to the staff of the 
church a lone is wort h it. " 

Steve Corum 

''. . . the main program a t Willow Ra n­
cho that seems to encourage you th to 
enter the min istry is the Youth Intern 
Program ." 
" . . . The intern program gave us a feel 
for the ministry and gave us an oppor­
lllnity 10 sec if we cou Id fi l into a 
church setting. T his opport un it y to learn 
and earn is o f immeasurable value in 
preparing yout h for semi nary." 
" ... The church wa~ wi lli ng to i1wes1 
time, money, and themsel ves in me as a 
youth intern. ·· 

Chri stians ha,·e wrest led with the 
various components in knowi ng the wi ll 
of Goel throughout the years. For those 
waiting upon Goel to discern his will on 
a special call to the Christian ministry 
the time in wrestling can become doubly 
troubling. 

T he local church is being used of God 
as a spiritual greenhouse where young 
lives arc bein!! culth·ated for hi s sen ·icc 
and glory. B~t . this cuh i,·a tion doesn't 
just happen . A lot of people must care a 
whole lo t and put that caring into vis i­
ble forms! .== 

cl ip and mail 

TELL ME MORE . . . Plea~c ;,encl me in rorma tion a bout 
your ~chool. 

i\l y name i ~ 

Adel re~~ 

Dale Goncalves Cit y talc Pro' . 

C hurd1 C raduatc da1c 

Send to: or 
J ohn Hisel 
North American 
Baptist Seminary 
1605 S. Euclid Ave . 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

W illy R. Mu ller 
North Am erican 
Bapt ist College 
23rd Ave. & 115th St .. R. R. 3 
Edmonton. AB Canada T6H 4N7 

Steve McCord. not pic tured 
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" T here is one thing still left to do 
before our young people a re ready to 
leave on their tri p to our Spanish­
American Field in Colorado. " 

There was a hus h over 1he a udience as 
these words were spoke n by Pas to r 
"Chuck'' Hia t t of Fi rst Ba ptis t Church , 
Emery, S D , on Saturday evening, July 
30 , 10 the membe rs of the congregat ion , 
gathered on the ch urch lawn and pa rtic­
ipating in a "send-o ff" service. A fte r 
word s of encouragement by Benn ie 
Fauth, member of the Deacon Board , 
and special music, Pastor Hiau gave a 
challenge based on 1he inc ident recorded 
in Acts 16 :26, where P a ul a nd Sila s 
were unable to m inis ter to o thers a bout 
J esus unti l the "ba nds had been 
loosed," a s a resu lt of an earthquake 
which s hook the prison and released the 
two men from their bonds. T hen the 27 
young people and six adults who were 
included in t he C MM E project had thei r 
ha nds tied together wit h pieces of rope 
a nd onl y a ft er vo lunteer prayer partners 
s tepped o ut of the a udience a nd untied 
1he ropes of the o ne they had chosen to 
remember, sym bol izing their prayer sup­
port , were they ready to begi n on th is 
exci ti ng tour. P rayers were o ffered fo r 
special guidance and protection o n the 
roads, for the heal th of a ll those who 
were goi ng a lo ng, fo r the programs that 
would be g iven, especia lly in the m usica l 
selections. A close bond was fo rmed 
that e' ening which was to g row stronger 
day by day a nd prove to be a grea1 
blessing to all of those who took part. 
The ladies served cookies and koo l-aid 

Mrs. Olfo Bleeker is a 111e111ber of First 
Baptist Church, Emery, SD. 

Colorado 
h~~ 

the roof the the Del Norte Church half f inished 
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at the time o f fellowship which closed 
thi s very unique service! 

T he Colorad o Musica l Mission Expe­
rience was the result of ma ny mon ths of 
plann ing and prayer by the yo ung peo­
ple as they were led by Pas to r Hia tt , 
Dan a nd Arlis Va n Gerpen, their yout h 
di rec tor , and Warren a nd Dar Weel­
dreyer, thei r loca l sponsors. As a youth 
choir, they presen ted a concert, " Gonna 
Keep On Singin '," at their own church 
and several of the a rea chu rches. Musical 
numbers, testimonia ls, skits a nd a mes­
sage of chall enge by Pastor Hiatt were 
included in the programs g iven prior to 
the tr ip . The congrega tio n became in­
volved as they were as ked to save dimes 
for a per iod o f five mo nths to assist in 
the fi na ncia l preparation. A tota l 
a moun t of 5618.00 was offe red at a 
s pecial dedicatory service ca lled " Dimes 
fo r Colorado" on June 26. O f this 
a moun t, the sum o f 5340.00 came from 
the young people themselves. The yo ung 
perso n who saved the most d imes was 
exem pt fro m a ll KP dut y on the trip ! 

A car wash wa s spo nsored o n the 
evening of the Sunday school picnic al 
the city park which together with th e 
sa le of ice co ld watermelon netted the 
" hard working guys a nd ga ls" a nice 
sum of $239.47! T he o fferi ngs rece ived 
on the evenings o f th e concert s were 
a lso a n ev idence o f the interest of a ll 
those who heard the g roup . A s the plans 
progressed , 1here was a mounting spir it 
of ent husiasm th ro ughout the entire 
congrega tion, resul ting in a growing 
rapport between the young people a nd 
the church fellowship. 

A carava n o f 10 ca rs a nd one pickup 
truck transport ed the C MME group on 
July 3 1 10 Norfolk , N B, where they left 
on a cha rt ered bus for E ll inwood , KS. 
Alo ng wi th their luggage they brought 
40 ga llons of paint (dona ted by mem­
bers and friends o f the chun:h), ha m­
mer~. saws and other tools; approxi­
mately 150 doLen cookies ba ked by the 

by Mrs Otto Bleeker 

.. 

busy " J\l a n ha's" o f t he ch urc h for their 
snack times! 

Their fi rst concert was pre cn1ed tha t 
same Su nday evening at Firs! Ba pti st 
Church, Ellinwood, 1-:S. The Re'" 1\1.D. 
Wolff, pas to r, and his fam ily e njoyed 
this s pec ial t ime with th e young people 
as they are the fo rmer pas tora l fam ily 
of Emery. The night was spen t here ... 
the gi rls s leeping at the parso nage and 
the guys in the chu rch base ment. 

Mo nday found the chartered Arrow 
bus and it s occupa nts on the road to 
Cente r, CO, a rri ving a t Faith Ba ptist 
C hu rch a 1 8:30 p.m . This c hu rc h was so 
kind as to allow the group 10 use the 
facilities for the res t of the week to 
prepare meals and as a place to unroll 
the sleeping bags for the nights of 
" rest." The group was very well o rga­
nized , ha ving a committee of th ree to be 
the cooks a nd prepa re the sa ndwiches 
fo r the noon lunches besides the brea k­
fa sts a nd suppers, also four g irl s who 
took care o f the laundry a t the la un­
dromat across 1hc s trcc1 fro m 1he 
c hu rch, washing 15 loads of clo1hes o n 
T hu rsday a nd then fo ld ing a nd ironing 
afterwards. 

The Rev. David Kciry, m1ss1o na ry, 
had a rra nged fo r a pa inti ng job for 1he 
Bethel Ba p1 is1 C hurc h o f De l Norte a nd 
a lso a roofing job . Much to his del ight , 
these jobs were co mplc1ccl in record 
time by the a m bitio us young people. On 
T uesday even ing, fo ll owing the fi rst 
work day, a Mexican Style s upper was 
scn cd by 1he la dies of the Ccn1cr 
chu n:h . A game o f volleyba ll a nd sha r­
ing 1 hrough s inging, pan icular ly in be­
ing ta ught the word s to a Spa nish song 
by Joe Cis ne ras made for a good time 
o f gett ing acq ua inted w ith the Spanish­
Amcrica n yo ung people . The group 
chcri~h their fr iendshi p wi th J oe, a 
Spanish-America n, a s tud ent al Ad a ms 
S1a1c College who lives at Cent er wi1h 
hi s pa re nts d uri ng the su m mer. Joe 
composes man y o f his own song~ and 

Youth working on Del Norte Church roof. painting a new church sign 

one o f the favor i1es of the grou p was 
" Working for the Master." 

Wednesday was designa 1ed as "a day 
o ff ." A sigh! seeing tri p in Sand Dunes 
Nat iona l Park plus some 1rail climbi ng 
was enjoyed by everyone . The concert 
planned fo r Wed nesday evening ai 

M onte Vis ta was an opportun ity to meet 
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Ahrens who arc in 
charge o f the cli nic. It was heart warm­
ing 10 observe 1he fa ithfulness a nd love 
o f 1his cou ple in spit e of the o ppositio n 
a nd 1rying situa1ions they encounter. 
Ma ny felt joy and deep gratitude in 
thei r hea rt s as they saw Kimberley, a 
five-year o ld g irl , s1ep fo rwa rd a nd ex­
press her desire 10 accept C hri st a s 
Savior w hen the invita tion was given by 
Pas to r Hiat t. H er na me was added to 
the p rayer lis1s of the group m em bers ; 
certa inl y there was " much joy in 
heaven . " 

Two houses in Del Norte received 
paint jobs on Thursday , one ho use be­
lo nging to 1hc Medina famil y, who a rc 
friends of the Bethel Ba pt is t C hurch. 
While the " la u ndresses" were busy get­
ting a ll 1hc clot hes nice a nd c lean, 01hcr 
cho ir mem bers were doing doo r-to-door 
visi ta tion a nd extend ing invita tio ns 10 
the evening concert . " Spa nish cookies" 
were served a ft er the concert. 

Some fini shing wo rk on a house in 
Center was completed on F riday mo rn­
ing by JO choir mem bers while the rcs1 
canvassed !he a rea to invi te people 10 
the final concert in 1he San Luis Va lley 
on Friday evening. O ther ac ti vities of 
1he day included a 1our ·of 1hc poiato 
fac to ry a nd organi zing into groups to 
clean the chu rc h (after being a llowed to 
live there all week) before the concert. 
G ra t: ious hospi talit y was shown again to 
the group with a treat o f watermelo n 
a nd a ~ haring t ime . It was "good -bye" 
10 the m issio nar ies, the Rev . a nd J\lrs . 
David Kci ry a nd !heir fa m ily, a nd to the 
Spanis h-American people, whom 1hey 
had grown to know a nd love. 

• 

The tri p to Co lorado Springs on Sat­
urday included a s top at Roya l Gorge, a 
time o f thrill s for a ll! Attending the 
Sunday morning service a1 1he Ai r Force 
Academy C hapel and the evening se rvice 
at C rossroads Ba pt is1 C hurch, Denver, 
CO, were two highl ights of th e trip 
home. The Wayne Heitzman famil y o f 
C rossroads Ba ptis t (former members o f 
Firs t Baptist , Emery, SD) opened thei r 
home to the group as they s tayed over­
nigh1 in Denver. M onday evening found 
1he CM M E group presenting the las1 
concert of their tour a1 Sherwood Park 
Baptis t Church, Greeley, C O , the home 
churc h o f Pastor Hiat t. A to ur of the 
Black Hill s o n Tuesday a nd spending 
the night a t Sou1h Canyo n Ba ptis t 
C hurch, Rapid City, SD , brough t the 
group closer to home. They were a tired 
but oh , so excited, group as 1hey arr ived 
in Emery o n Augus t 10. 

The C hurch members were very a p­
precia ti ve o f the s haring progra m o n 
Sunday evening, Au gus1 14 , as they 
viewed slides o f 1he trip a nd lis1cncd 10 
1he young people express their cn-
1husias1ic comments abo ut the trip. 
T hey sa id they would be rememberi ng 
so m a ny things like . . . 

• "t he joy in seeing ' Kimberley' 
come forwa rd ... the s trugg le go­
ing on in o ne o f the Spanish-Amer­
ican 1ccnage gi rls, a s she was t ry• 
ing 10 d eci de whether 10 a l!c nd 1hc 
C M J\ IE concert or to go in side 1hc 
d oors of a bar across 1he s1rcet 
. . . 1hc 1crrific job 1he sponsors 
had cl one o n the e111i rc 1rip ... 1hc 
assu ra nce they had had of the 
praye rs of their praye r pa rtners 
whi le they were gone the 
rcaliLat io n o f the power of prayer 
in so many ways ... " 

C hurc h members a lso gave testi­
mo nies a bout how the project had given 
them a renewed interest in t he mi sion 
work a nd how 1hey in turn a pprec ia1ed 
so much the cards 1hey had received 

Our great and patient sponsors: Pasto r and Mrs Chuck 
Hiatt, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Van Gerpen. and Mr and Mrs 
Warren Weeldreyer 

painting the Medina's home 

from the young people while 1hey were 
away from Emery. P astor Hial! a lso re­
ported tha t i1 was a "surprise" to him 
whe n he saw tha1 they were m inistering 
not only to the Spanish-America n peo­
ple but al so 10 1he miss iona ry famili es 
who a re m a ny times in need of encour­
agement. He read two le u ers that he 
had received from the m ission since a r­
ri ving home, expressing again their 
sincere thanks fo r the love a nd concern 
show n to all of them 1he previous week. 
(Missio nary Keiry had called 1he E mery 
church on Sunday m orning, A ugust 7, 
before the m o rning service, to let the 
people a t home know how 1hrilled they 
had been with the ministr y of the 
C MME young people while they had 
been a t Center. ) 

Dan Van Gcrpcn thanked the church 
fo r the fine su pport in prayer a nd other 
ways . Warren Weeldreyer presided at a 
s hort question and a nswer t ime. He a lso 
challe nged a nyone of the church to 1ake 
a simila r t ri p 10 the miss ion field a nd 
become personall y acquai nted wi1h 1he 
needs 1here. Pas1or H ia t1 spo ke brieny 
from Psalm 103, o ne o f the Scriptures 
he had used at the presentations, tres -
ing tha t the ma in purpose o f the t~u r 
had been to share the joy of knowing 
J esus . .. as expressed by the psalm ist 
when he sa id, " Bless the Lord , 0 my 
soul! " The youth choir sa ng a number 
of songs , includ ing "' How Grecit Is O ur 
God" in Spanish and a fa\'ori1c of Dan, 
"'And Can It Be?'' A 1imc o f fe llowship 
followed in 1he fe llowship hall. in­
clud ing a farewell sen ·icc for Dan and 
Arli Van Gcrpen, who le ft the next 
m orn ing for their new assignment at 
Be1hel Ba ptis t Church, Missoula. MT. 

(Co 11ti1111ed 011 page 31) 

ready to board the bus in Nor 
folk. NE 
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Introducing the Rev. and 
Mrs. Reinhard Neuman, 

houseparents, Woyke 
House, Jos, Nigeria. 

Rev. and Mrs. Rein hard Neuman are 
presently the busy houseparent s of a 
dozen missionary children at Woyke 
House, in J os. Nigeria . They left 
Capi lano Baptist Church in Edmonton 
in April 1977, where Mr . Neum an was 
pastor, to become missionary house­
pa rent s for children of North American 
Baptis t missionari es in Cameroon a nd 
Nigeria . As they left for Nigeria, he 
said, " I have never felt more thrilled 
about service than the opportunity af­
forded us at th i\ time in Nigeria . l have 
been in the ser\"icc of my country for 
\Cveral years overseas, but now in the 
name of Jesus it is our privilege to serve 
in a unique capacity." 

Woyke House in Jos, Nigeria, is a 
home away from home for miss ionary 
children. The Neumans arc responsible 
for pro1 id ing room, board, recreation, 
family life and spiri tual guidance for 
N.A . B. missionary children while they 
a11cnd Hil lcres t School. They face a 
varict y of new problem 5, but they say, 
"God has given us the gift of fa ith and 
the promise of grace to compensate for 
the unknown . We have thanked him 
man y times 01er for just bei ng God, 
f·athcr , a nd Sa1 ior to us since we hmc 
been o ut here." 

fhe Neuma1h arc no t new to our mis­
-,ionar) famil y. Jn 19-lH 1hi:y 11cre ap-

/-r ed /-olken 1 1.1 a.1 1uc1ate 1ecretan• fur 
01·er1ea.1 11111 110111, N orr It A 111erica11. B·ap-
111t ( 011ferf!11ce. 
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by Fred Folke rts 

pointed as missionaries to the l ncl ia ns in 
Canada and served fo r 15 years on 1 wo 
India n Reserva tions in Albe rta and one 
in Saskatchewan. They have served 
th ree different churches in our Con­
ference in Canada. 

Rei nhard was born in Jansen, SK, 011 
Nov. 17, 1918. He grew up in a Chris-
11an home and accep ted Chris t as his 
pers~nal Savior at .the age o f 12. He was 
bapt ized a nd rcce1vccl int o the fellow­
ship M the Baptist church at Esk. After 
attencl111g public school, Reinhard _ 
rollccl at the Christian Training l ns t it~~c 
111 Edmonton. l t was a time of spiritual 
growth as well as preparat ion for fut 

. . . LI~ 

m1ss1011ary service. Before he was able 
to graduate, he was called into the 
Canadian Armed Forces iv he 1 . · re ic 
served for four years , two of them in 
Europe. He returned to Canada in 1945 . 
At the Chn suan Tra ining l iist"t 

. . I ll lC , 
Reinhard met Mliclrecl Wci$SCr Tl . 
f . cl . . ieir 
n en shi p soon led to roma n . 0 A .

1 
cc. n 

. pn 7, 1942, they were married . Dur­
mg the years of_ 1he1r marriage they have 
been blessed w11h five chilcl rcll' GI · 
Gai l, Conrad, Timothy, and Sh e l~na, 
SI Id . . . on . 

ie on 1s a seni or m high school . cl . . h 1 . an 1s 
w11 11 5 parent s a t Jos where he a ttends 
H 11lcres1 School. 

Mildred Weisser was born near Cam­
rose, AB, on J uly 27, 1923 . She remem ­
bers w11h much JOY a nd plea sLirc ti . . · le CX-
penem:es in her Christ ian home which 
led her 10 give her hear t 10 the Lord a t 
1hc early age o f ten. She wa b . > SU >C-
quentJy bap111cd a nd received int o 1 " b I . 1· I l C m~m er> ll P o the Canircise J3 . 
( ·1 ap t1 >1 

i urch. She a11 endcd the c·i .· . 
T . . . 111 s11a n 

ra1rnng l ns11 tut c in EclmoiitcJ 1 . 11 " lCri: she me1 and mar ried Reinhard . 
_W,hat i' the . Neuman,· purpo>e for 

m1 ".".1ona ry >en ice a t Woyke H ou,c? In 
their 011n 11ord.., thev >ay .. 1. 

· · · o exe111-

pl ify Jesus. To teach hi> trut hs a nd live 
them before 1hc boys and girl s ran ging 
from 9-17 years or age and give them 
genu ine love, care, proteuion a nd 
guidance that Goel expects o f us. ·· 

What is it like 10 leave fa mily and 
fr iends? The Ncumans say, "Very d if­
ficu lt ! You can never replace fam ily, 
not even some fr iend s." Rei nhard sa ys , 
" I had this experie nce before when serv­
ing in the Armed Forces, but Aunt Mil­
clrccl (as she is known now), expcrien..:­
ing i1 for the firs t 1imc, fo und the 
change almost beyond end urance. Bui 
toge ther we weathered the sto rm of 
leaving home, fami ly, friends a nd 
chur..:h. Just being together , a nd bei ng 
agreed, kept us moving in the sa me 
cl1rcc1ion (Amos 3 :2) . .. 

Mi ldred says, "Praise God , we are 
slowly gc11ing used 10 ou r new wo rk 
here in Nigeria . The change from a n a..:­
ti vc pa stor 's wi fe to this has been a very 
big adj ustment for me. I thi nk lonc­
>omencs> has been my bigges t ba ttle. 
but God 's grace has been and wil l be 
suffkie nt. I enjoy the Nigeri a n people, 
a nd '> Ince God is the one who has pla..:cd 
us here, I know all wi ll be well . " 

T he Ncumans say, ''We a rc now here 
a nd bel ieve us, God makes no mi>ta ke>. 
The new work is very di ffcrcnt from our 
ln icla.n miss ionary work, o r our pastor­
ate> 111 Ecimonto n and two ot her cities 
111 .Albcrt a . It's very different, but e:-. ­
c11ing and cha llenging. To know we arc 
11•o rkers toget her wi th God and ma ny 
other fellow mi >s iona ric> in Came roon 
a nd Nigeria makes us deeply g rati:ful. 
Ai our age, we ..:ould be the cn1·y o f 
man y ou1 there in Canada and 1he U.S . 
We tha nk God , our mi".>ion, and ou r 
churches for mak ing our ".en icc po'>\i­
blc. What a great pr i1 ilcuc a nd ho 11 or to 
hncr1a11 1.., of J C\U'> !.. ~ 

2,445 Decisions for Christ in 
Brazil Crusade by Karen Kaiser 

What belier day to find liberty in 
Christ than on lnclepenclcnce Day ! And 
that's j ust what happened to more than 
200 people here in Port o Alegre a s the 
anniversary of Brazil's birt h on Septem­
ber 7 marked the beginn ing of the larg­
es t Bapti st crusade ever to occur in this 
the capital cit y o f Rio Grande do Sul. 
And that was jus t the beginning. 

Two large Baptist groups; the Brazil ­
ian Bapt ist Conventio n a nd the German 
Baptist Convention jo ined forces 10 
bring t he Gospel message to t he thou­
sa nds of people o f the greater Porto 
Alegre area, t hrough the use of a five­
cl ay Crusade, the theme being " Re-en­
counter With God ." 

The Crusade preacher was Pasto r Ni l­
son Fan in i, from Niterior, Rio de 
Janeiro; pasto r of the la rges t Baptist 
Church in La tin America . He has 
preached in 157 countries throughout 
the world and worked with Bill y 
Gra ham during his Brazilian Crusade . 

Mrs. Kar en K aiser is a N. A . B. mis­
sionary in Bra ::. il. 

SEEING 

He was the speaker at a special 3rd of 
J uly ( 1977) gat hering in tvJinneapolis 
which Dick and Beth Rabenhorst, mis­
sionaries in Brazil, part icipated in while 
on furlough . 

For weeks before the Crusade, Porto 
Alegre was being prepared . Posters, 
banners and bumper stickers called out 
the invitation to " search for the re­
encountcr with Goel " . .. they could be 
seen througho ut the city: in store fronts, 
on telephones poles, in car wind ows, on 
t he doors and windows o f houses ev­
erywhere. Youth groups divided up the 
city and went door-to-door giving per­
sonal invitat ions. As the C rusade neared 
t here were televis io n a nnouncements. 
And there was prayer some 
chu rches held a ll-night vigils, ot hers set 
aside an hour each morning where be-
1 ievcrs gat hered and prayed for the 
salva tion o f ma ny. 

Our N.A . B. miss ionaries, Dick and 
Beth Rabenhorst a nd chi ldren, Murrey , 
Marcus, a nd Melody a11cncled the Cru­
sade, as did Richard a nd Karen Kaiser . 

(Con t inued 0 11 page 29) 

by Beth Bleeker and Marl ene Ginter 

' 'The children really enj oyed your Bi­
ble clubs, and they want to come to 
your Sunday school. But we' re not the 
type o f parent who will just send thei r 
children. We also want to attend . \Vi ii 
the re be an ad uli Bible cla ss?" 

" Yes, we 'd be interested in a 11 c11cling 
your Sunday school here in Southclalc." 

" I believe a Sunda y school would be 
rea lly welcome here. I ' cl like to have my 
chi ld ren attend one right in their ow n 
comm unity ." 

"Please let us kn ow when you will be 
\tart in!! the ad ult Uiblc st udy ." 

Th c;e are some of the responses 11c 
rccei1ecl as we suncycd the commu nity 
of Sout hcla lc 10 determine the interc\1 o f 
1he people in c\tabl ishing a local i.:hu rch. 
What a n exciting wa y to spend a ' um-
111cr ! God ga1c us the opport un it y to 
11orJ.. in ch~ rc h extension . Al l through 

B etit Bleeker and ,\/arlene Ginter ll'e/'e 
111e1nhers r! f' 1976-77 God's I 'o/11nteer.s 
and sen·ed 1/ti.1 past s11111111er in clturclt 
ex tension sun•ey ll'Otk in 11 'inni11eg, 

M8. 

the sum mer he encouraged us and 
blessed o ur e ffo rts! 

Our work began June I under the 
span o rship or 1hc 1'1 1a nitoba Baptist 
Associat io n. Our ma in purpose was to 
assess 1he in terest in cstabJi , hi ng a 
chun.:h in Southdale , a communi ty on 
th.: , outhcastern edge of the ci ty of 
Winni peg. The people arc basical ly 
non -church goers. O nly o ne ch urch is 
prescm ly establ ished in the community. 
Southdalc is a growing commu nity com­
prised of predominant ly younger fami ­
lies with child ren . 

The organizational plan of action for 
the sum mer incluclecl four phases: l) 

BLITZ-Distributing fl ye rs throughout 
the commu ni ty stating who we were a nd 
what our purpose was. 2) SU RVEY -A 
ques tionnaire concerning 1hc indi vid­
ual' s i.:hurch backgrou nd a nd possible 
in terest in becoming involved through 
child ren '> cl ubs a nd adult Bible s tudies . 
3) PROSPECT CA LLI NG - Recalling 
on people who indicated an in tcrc't 
through the survey questions. 4) BIBLE 

(Cu111 i1111ed on 11age :!9) 

Karen Kaiser sang in Crusade choir. 

Dr. Nilson Fanin i talking with some who 
made decisions duri ng the Crusade. 

Beth Bleeker and Marlene Ginter 

Excited c hi ldren at the Bible c lub. 
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Homes For 
Christmas 

by Ardath Etta, 
Benton Harbor, MI 

"Home for Christmas!" These are some 
of the swee1est words ever spoken and 
more often a dream than a rea lity for 
miss ionaries. So to compensate for the 
impossibi lity of being "home for 
Christmas, " most miss ionaries get 
1oge1her 10 spend 1he holiday in as 
"homelike" a manner as poss ible wi1h 
traditional food, decorations and gift 
exchange. However, in a coumry like 
Brazil where December is summertime, 
not much can be done about the trad i­
tional snow and cold ! It's kind of fun, 
though, to spend Christmas Eve out 
caroling in shirt sleeves, enjoying the 
warm night air or Christ mas Day having 
a waterm elon feed on the lawn! 

The Effas, L to R: Jerilyn, Ardath, Allan and 
Herman 

" Homes for Christmas!" What a 
wor1 hwhile project for our W.M .U. 
During our last eight years in Brazi l, we 
were pri vi leged 10 live in the o nly 
mis<. ion-owncd home we have in that 
land. What woma n i'> there who doesn' t 
dc\ire 10 have a home of her own? The 
ne>. 1 he\I thing 10 o wning a home of 
\OLJr O\\n as a mi s\ ionary, which i\ 
l11gh l} improbable, i'> to li ve in a 
mi\\ion-owncd home. There arc many 
ad\an1agc\ 10 1he mb\ion and mi.'>-

14 I BAPTIST HERALD 

siona ry alike. Let me share these wi1h 
you. 

First of all, rem is very high so a lot 
of money is being sem each month 
which could better be used toward the 
purchase of a home. 

Because rent is so high and the rental 
allowance in the budget is limited, many 
times an inadequate apartment or house 
which is too small or located in a bad 
area is all 1ha1 is availab le for mis­
sio_nary housing especia ll y in the bigger 
c111es .. A . home that can be purchased by 
the ~1 1ss 1 on ~a n .be chosen accord ing 1o 
loc.auon, taking 111to consideration prox-
1m1ty to good schools as wel l as its suit ­
ab ili ty to the needs of a missionary 
fami ly. 

If a missionary lives in a rented 
home, he needs to give it up and store 
all o f his belongings elsewhere when he 
goes home on fur lough . When he re­
l~ rns 10 the _field, he is again faced with 
find111g a suit able home and , since th ese 
are scarce, it could lake severa l moves 
fro'.11 temporary living quarte rs unt il he 
1s finally se ttled down again. 
. Most homes in Brazil need a lot of 

f1x1ng up a nd "adding to" lo make 
th_em livable. Screens must be put on the 
w111dows (most missions require this as 
a health standard), some ki nd of kitchen 
cupboards and clo thes closets install ed · 
windows curtained ; light fixt ures pur~ 
chased, etc., much of this at the . · , m1s-
S10nary s persona l expense. In a rented 
home~ these can only be instal led tem­
porarily or left in the home a 
" ' f" I s a .g1 t to t 1e owner when the mis-
sionary leaves . He also may not b bl 
t 1 . c a e 
o use t iese Items in the next home so 

suffers personal loss each time he 
moves. In the miss ion home we \ 
able t b 'Id .· ' vere 

o u1 k1tchen cabinets and 
cJ01hes closets, put in a heati ng sys tem 
screen the windows and do many oth ~ 
er improvements which became perma­
nently part of the home and a lso in-
creased the value or tlie · . 
erty. 

m1ss1on prop-

_In Brazil, as in most foreign cou n­
tnes, a telephone is purchased a t well 
over $1,000.00. If purchased for a mis­
sion-owned home, it is permanently in­
stalled. If purchased for a rented home 
th~ .telephone must be ~old when th~ 
m1~s 1 ona r_y goes ho me .on furl ough and 
vaca tes hi s hou~e ; on hi s reiurn h ha . , e ma y 

vc to wa1t up lo two years 10 get one 
again. 

Bec~ u se of. inflation, the cost of a 
hom e 111 Brazil is ever in t: reas ing . It w'll 
take real 5at:rifit:e on the pan of ever~­
one lo have enough funds 10 buy 
01 hc · · 1 an-

, r m1ss1on rnme, but we ca n do it' 
Let 5 d~' our part in providing m i s~ 
~ 1 ~n.ary home~ for Christmas" and fill 
a ieal need fo r ou r mis\ ion and ou r mi \­
'>ionarie'> . 

Missionary 
Christmases in 

Japan 
by Joan Stoller, 

Tokyo, Japan 

This is the 1wemy-firs1 Christmas I will 
be spending here in Japan but is the 
fi rst I' ll spend with my husband and son 
as a miss ionary. Until now I have spent 
Christmas here as an MK (m issionary 
kid), but now I'm looki ng forward to 
the hol idays wit h the new fami ly unit in 
which God has placed me. Wit h the 
birt h of our son, Jonathan, this spring, 
the meaning of the word " fam ily" has 
come to mean something new to Ron 
and me. The birt h of Jesus must have 
gi ven Joseph and Mary a similar feeling 
of being a family un it that fir st Christ­
mas nigh t. 

C hristmas for us this year will be 
spent in the larges t city in the world­
Tokyo. We arc li ving in a home ren ted 
for us while we are studying the J a p­
anese language. The special North 
American Baptist women's project for 
this year, helping 10 provide miss iona ry 
housing, wi ll be especia ll y meaningful to 
us as we think of our "home" th is 
Christmas. Though our home may be in 
a foreign country, God has provided fo r 
us a "home" 10 enjoy because of you at 
" home" in the States and Canada who 
are wi ll ing to give to make it possible. 

We find it exciting to think of the 

The Stollers: Ron, Jonathan and Joan 

coming of the Ch rist mas season, not 
only for personal reasons, bu t bet:ause 
here in Japan Christmas gives us o ne of 
the best opport unities we have all year 
for sharing the Gospel. All Japanese en­
joy talking about Christmas and cele­
brating it in their own partirnlar way, 
but very few know the rea l mea ning and 
signifit:a nce o f it. Most miss ionary wives 
here find t heir oven~ very bu sy making 
hund red~ of rnok i c~ fo r the C hrist mas 
~ea\on . We have found people anxiou~ 
to vi\ it our home~ 10 find out how 

"Americans celebra te Christ mas." This 
gives us a wonderful opportun ity 10 
share the true meaning of Christmas. 
When packing our boxes 10 come back 
10 Japan this summer, I made sure I in­
cluded plenty o f ingrediems for my 
Christmas cookies, as I feel they are 
part of the miss ionary tools or equip­
ment I wi ll need in December. 

T he clays of December are full of ex­
ci tement in any home, but we look for­
ward to being in a new community this 
Christmas where we will have the 
chance to share this meaningful season 
wit h some new people. For me, it has 
been a ra re thi ng to have a free evening 
in December with no Japanese fr iends at 
the home. We pray that this year will be 
no except ion . In my fam ily, when I was 
growing up, one evening earl y in J?e­
cembcr was always reserved for making 
decorated cookies as a famil y. Everyone 
participated , even if the smaller chil_dren 
cou ld only pu t on a few decorauons. 
We as missionary fami lies , have fun 
wo; king together in our homes in Japan 
to ma ke Christmas a time we remember. 
Our des ire is that our Japanese ac­
quai nt ances can some clay celebrate in 
their homes wit h the same true hap­
pi ness we have in our Lord. Thank you, 
ladies, for assisting in supply111g the 
"homes" for o ur Christ mases . 

by Dorene Wal th, W. M.U. 
president, Sioux Falls, SD 

Lord what Ch ristmas gifts co uld I _give 
to th~t relati ve in my own fa mily circle 

. · I 1· ? You know how who is a sp1rnua a ten · 
I' ve prayed and how I always try to say 
the r ight thing at the right time. I even 
try to " ~et things up" so that my dear 
loved one will be expo eel 10 your Word 
and your people! . . 

St ill all J ' ve observed in r~1ur 1~ is 
' b 11 · 1 I m ll red open and/ or sub tle re c IOI · . 

of being i1rnorcd and put down by 1 his 
. - - · I '(i 011c I' m tak..:n ~ce 1111ng ly uncaring ov~ · 

for !!.rant ed and I don't reel that my 
hear~ can be in gift giving for thts one 

this year . Buying and bribery tactics do 
not even work 10 draw attention to you ! 

Andrew brought his brot her 10 Jesus 
(John I :35-42). It sounds so s imple in 
the Scriptures. What am I doing wrong? 
Please help me. 

(Later) Thank you , God, for your in­
sight and reminder that you a re in 
control of th is situa tion. Through a 
short story you informed me tha t you 
may choose unusual circumstances and 
OTHER people to rescue my loved one. 
I cannot be the Holy Spi ri t in his life! 

As for 1he gifts I can give, I now 
realize that prayer and love a re th e 
fines t gifts of all! As I have ir ied 10 
love my clear relative, I have not been 
tolerant and accepting of the person, as 
is . Suddenly, I see that LOVING some­
one is ACC EPTING him- and releasing 
him to you. You will perform your mir­
acles in that life in your time. 

I shall give love, and I shall give my­
self 10 more effective prayer for this 
dear soul. I wi ll ask you 10 rescue my 
kin from sin and selfish ness and then to 
give him your energy, your health and 
your joy. What a wonderful gift ! 

"Every good gift and every perfect 
present comes from heaven; it comes 
clown from Goel, the Creator of the 
heavenly ligh ts, who does not cha nge or 
cause darkness by tu rning" (James 
I : 17) . 

The Joy 
of Giving 
by Ruth Stuerl e, 
Kelowna, BC 

One of my favo rite verses of Scripture is 
John 3: 16: " For Goel so loved the 
world, that he GA VE his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life." It is God's love and what he has 
done for me 1ha1 compel me 10 give. 

In 2 Cor. 9:7 we read, "Every man 
at:corcling as he purposeth in hi heart, 
SO LET HIM GIVE; not grudgingly , or 
of ne<.:cssity : for Goel lovct h a cheerful 
G IVE R. 

There are several aspects of gi,·ing 
that I would like to sha re with you . I 
believe that the first thing 1ha t rnmes to 
mind when we think of gi\· ing i~ money. 
How important and ncce~sary it is for 
u~ as Christ ians to give Goel that which 
belongs to him. We arc often tempted to 
~pend all that we wi sh to and then give 
him what is left. Goel docs not want our 
''lc<l\ing\ ... Someone ~aid, "Th..: cYan­
l!.cli1a tio11 of the \\Ori<! is too important 
; matter to be left unt il c\'crything cbe 
has been pro\·id..:d J'or." Act\ 20:35 b 

reads, " I 1 is more blessed 10 give than 
to receive." 

Being taught 10 gi ve is a lesson in life 
I will never forget. I recall as a chi ld we 
were taught 10 give our very best. We 
didn't get an allowance or have much 
compared to child ren today. It is up to 
us as parems to teach our children the 
im portance of giving. Some of us began 
our giving on a penny basis and have 
never outgrown the habit. 

Matthew 12 tel ls of the poor widow 
who gave all that she had . Do we really 
do ou r very bes1? We of1en sing the 
song, "Give of Your Best 10 the Mas­
ter," but only give what is left over. 

God a lso expects us to give o f our­
selves. I have learned so much from our 
daughter who is now a teenager. She is 
a \'Cry generous person by nature. She 
never seems to get tired giving of herself 
and doing things fo r others. Time and 
time aga in I have experienced the joy 
and saiisfact ion God gives when we 
give . 

Time is another important part of giv­
ing. We are living in a day when there 
just isn 't enough 1 ime. God wants us 
not only to spend time wi th him but 
also for him . Many things that God 
want s done are not being done because 
everyone says, · ·1 haven 't the time." All 
service requires a fa ithful stewardship of 
time and a careful planning of the day . 
It takes time 10 prepare a Sunday school 
lesson and teach it. It takes time 10 go 
to t:hoir practice and 10 si ng. It takes 
time 10 do personal work . For the past 
five years I have been working with the 
girls ' club in our church . Often I have 
asked myself, " Is it worth all the time 
and effort?" How fa i1hful God is, as he 
is alway there to give new joy and 
strength. "Give and it shall be given 
unto you" (Luke 6:38a). My prayer is 
that God would t:ontinue 10 use me as I 
make myself available to him. C 

by Laverna Meh lhaff, 
women's work director 

\Ve thank God for additional mis­
sionaries who have responded 10 1 he 
1:al l of Goel and arc serving in Brazil 
and in Japan. It i~ our privilege a~ 
women 10 give. for our De1:c111ber 
project , 1oward the need llf purchas­
ing or building home' for mission­
aric-. on both riclcls. 
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Good News Ambassadors in Bamenda with 
missionaries, the Holzimmers and Ruby Salz­
man. 

Rod Poppinga leading a workshop on the Sun­
day school. 

The lives of the Good 
News Ambassadors were 
changed as they traveled 
and ministered three weeks 
in Cameroon. 

The questions, the exc it ement and the 
an11c1pation of going to Cameroon 
transformed into understandi ng, thri ll 
and realization as the Good News Am­
bassadors traveled and ministered for 
three week ~ from Victoria to Mbem . It 
was a joyfu l and unforgettable journey. 

We participated in worship services 
conducting workshops on youth, Sunda~ 
school, evangelism and church growth , 
and presented rally programs. In the 
rallies alone, more than 11 ,000 people 
a11cndcd, with the largest crowds being 
abou ~ 1,000. We provided leadership for 
30 different ga therings in addition to 
\har ing in fellowships, visiting govern­
ment o ffi <:iah, tribal chiefs, schools and 
ho\pitah . 

As we left Cameroon, we were aware 
o f six persons who had ac<:epted Christ 
during the rallies. Further resul ts of the 
visit a rc still being reported. We praise 
Ciod for his blessing and guidan<:c in 
our act i\i ties. 

The fo llO\\ ing test imonies will express 
in lllore deta il \\ ha t the experience 
meant 10 some of the 15 who made up 
the tcalll . As you read these tcstilllonies 
n m\ idcr "hat part you '' ould liJ.. c t~ 
ha'e in wpport1 ng our missio n work in 
( ameroon and 111 helping to lllCCt the 
remaini ng S2.400 o f the special project 
for 1he Ciood ews Ambassadors mini \ ­
t r~ 111 ( ameroon. 

The N er. !Jmce ii. R 1ch i1 xenera/ direc­
tor of 1//e c//11rch 1111111 1trie1 depar1111 e11 t 
'v. / l . IJ. ( 011/ere11ce ' 
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Bruce Rich sharing 
Baptist Church. 

the Belo 

An impromptu children's rally on the church 
steps in Victoria. 

" Cameroon, Africa, has to be one of 
the richest experiences I' ve had in my 
life. It was a thrill 10 meet and talk with 
hundreds of Calllcroonia n people about 
their faith in Jesus Christ and how he 
has changed their lives . It was a chal­
lenge to Ille not 10 take my fait h in 
C hr ist for granted. It was also very in­
teresting to learn about and experience 
different customs in this country. It was 
a history class in itself. 

'_'Working wi th the lllissionarics and 
see1n.g thelll in action was a thri ll. I had 
m1ss1ons and missionaries stereotyped in 
my 1rn.nd, but after being in Cameroon 
'· realrLe that missionaries arc peopl~ 
hke you and me with the same kind o f 
problems we face each day. There is a 
big need for workers in Cameroon in all 
areas'. no t j~s t teaching or preaching but 
~lso rn ag riculture, rn nursing, adm in-
1 st~~11on and many other ways . 

After retu rn ing home I was asked· 
Would Ayofu. be wil ling to serve in Cam: 
~ro~n . rrca? Well , my a1mvcr is th ' 
i r God leads me there and the do~~~ 
open, yes, I would . Bu t the most . 
ta I . impor-

111 t 11ng to remember is t he ·11· 
b 

w1 1ng-
ness, ccausc Goel uses l hose who a 
wi lling. 're 

".When someo ne ment ions Camcroo 
Africa, to me llO\\ , I can rcplu ' I 11> 
grca 11 It h · ' ' s was l c rrchc\I experience in 
my life!' 

- Kathy Sharp" 

.":\_I ) imprC\\iom o r Cameroon arc 
\ll ll I rcsh and ''i ll proba blv \ tav f I . , · d 

1
. , , res i 111 

m~ mi n or many year\ . 
. "In bei ng \elec ted for the tour I knew 

C1od had \Om ethi ng great in \ tore for 
me. Being in such a 1)ri111 i1 '1v . 
. II . . . . c <1rca , a nd 
d lh~ new and d1l fcrc11t 1111· ngs around 
me , I lea rncd lo de1)Clld 011 c· cl 10 111 ore 

CAMEROON 
and more. The things that impressed me 
the most about Cameroon were the 
friendliness o f the people a nd how 
hungry they were to hear the word of 
God th rough song! In o ur count ry no 
one would trek fo r three days just to 
hear a concert by a new and di ffercnt 
group. 

" I feel God will call a few o r the 
Good News Ambassadors members to 
Cameroon, but as ror me I have four 
years o f college to complete ; then I 'II 
sec where Goel wi ll lead . God blessed 
me so many times on the tour and I 
thank him that I was a part o f it. 

- Dan Gast" 

" Lord, ta ke my whole life, but please 
don '1 send me 10 Africa. Thi> was my 
prayer as I dedicated my Ii fc to the 
Lord. To me, Afri<:a was the wors t 
place in the world that the Lord could 
send me. Why did I fee l thi s way? I 
really didn 't understand wha t Africa­
Ca.~croon-was reall y like. 

When I saw the beautiful landscape 
of Cameroon, it a lmost took my brcat h 
~way ; and when I saw 1 he Cameroon­
ians' need fo r trai ned leaders and the 
dedicated service of the miss ionaries. 
God changed my hea rt. 

" I ob\crvccl the m i ~s iona ri es cl osely 
to. study their different sty les o f work ing 
'~llh people. In interact ing with the mis­
sionaries, they told me of ~ome of the 
problems tha t they fa<:c. Mo>t of the 
problems that they were tel ling me arc 
the same problem s o ur churches in 

Orth America face. One o f the biggest 
Problem\ i<, people living an incon.,istent 
Cl · · · - · irrs11an life. That is why there is a 
~.cc p. ~ecd for exper ienced pastors to , ay 

yes lo the miss ion field . 
"My deep, dark fear of Cameroon i' 

gone. God changed mv heart. I am 
0 . - J • 

pen.ing my\clf to the po\sibilitic'> of 
1~1 1 '>10 n'i . A., I go in to semina ry th i'> 
: .'~.11 • I 1:an 'iay, l.ord, take my whole 
1 e, and I ' II go anywhere vou 1\<tlll 111e 

t o go . , 

" Ha ve you, no matt er \\hat your age 

l 

REFLECTIONS 
by Bruce Ri ch 

is , ever opened yourself to the possibi l­
ity of missions for you? 

- Dixie Potrat z" 

"My life will never be the same be­
cause of my trip to the Calllcroon. I 
was impressed with many th ings: the 
beautiful coun try, the missionaries, the 
people and the Good News Ambassa­
dors. Cameroon is gorgeous, very lush, 
green and mounta inous. The mission­
aries arc top-notch people, whose dedi ­
cation to t he Lord is evident in the job 
they arc doing. The cult ure is very dif­
ferent from our society, especia lly the 
sa ni tatio n, food, transportation and 
roads. 

·'The Cameroonians were very friend­
ly and hospit able to our team . The 
yout h arc very respect ful of their ciders. 
The clothing is modest and very color­
ful. I was im pressed with the la rge 
crowds that at tended our concerts and 
their reception o f the Word of God. 

" Under the excellent leadership of 
'Big Massah,' Bruce Rich, and ' Little 
Massah,' Bob Walther, God richly 
blessed each member o f the team. Our 
de,·otional time was truly a highlight in 
my Ii fe. The Lord has shown me a t rc­
mcnclous need for medical, admin istra­
tive. and evangeli stic people in Camer­
oon. If he continues to lead, a fter my 
trai ning i ~ com plete. I would like to 
help fili one or these needs. 

" I would like to thank many people 
for helping make this trip possible: the 

on h American Baptist Conference for 
1 he arrange111en1s, my ch urch and my 
parent ~ for their prayers and support 
and the Lord for his watch care over 

me. 
- Christine Sal111ian" 

" I thank Goel fo r allo,,ing me the 
opportunit y to be a member or the 
( ]ood cw'i Ambassador team. 1"111 
thanJ..l'ul for the chance 10 sec nc1\ cul­
tu re\ \\it h their differen t 1: m10111 '>, for 
the cll'lnce to cat the fu -fll, ja111i -ja111i 
and e:en the fi-,h-hcad '>OllJl with it '> 
pa l111 llil. f(i1 the chance tl' ride with 19 

"Jesus Christ Gives Living Water," thi s truth is 
symbo lized through the continuous running 
spring water at New Hope Settlement. Laura 
Reddig and the team share in a brief setvice 
here. 

"' 

Missionary Susan Krier and Bob Walther lead­
ing a " parade." 

people in the Toyota van . There were 
many varied and interesting exper iences. 
It wa a pleasure to meet the many fine 
Cameroonians and the missionaries and 
to sec how they rea lly li ve and the fine 
life tha t they do have . 

"Most of all I was im pressed by the 
universal love which God gives his peo­
ple: First, on the team between all the 
members, there was a genuine care and 
concern for each o ther and a ll our 
needs. and second, from the mi sion­
arics who housed us, provided meals 
and constant ly gave . And o f course, the 
Cameroonian people gave us the best of 
a ll they had . They were genuine in their 
thankfulness and appreciation of our 
visit and in their love of God. It 's so 
neat when you have a ll these people 
with a common goal: to love and serve 
God who was will ing 10 die for us. 

" I also was challenged by the various 
needs tha t I saw. Our mission is doing a 
great job, but we need more support 
both rinancially and people will ing to 
\1ork. \\' e have o much . It really would 
be ea5y to do without much of what we 
ha\C. A \ far as personal commitment , if 
the l ord want me in Cameroon. I am 
no longer ~ca red of it. I \\ ould be '' ill­
ing to go there. I ' m thankful that I \\a\ 
able to scnc on this tour. 

orm tork · · 

hn111 t11 het"> we ha\ c received t hesc 
\\ llrd\ of Ct1'.:l1lt!'agc111cnt : 

The Toyota van Taxi, " Psalm 23," provided ex­
~ellent , though crowded traveling. 

:..=--_...,.,-

A small market where some of the team pur­
chased umbrellas to ward off the daily rain. 

" Dear Wonderfu l People, 
" Thank you too much for coming to 

visit us. Your lovely, lively, enthusiastic 
and varied, inspirat ional and blessing­
fillcd program s were a real boost and 
blessing to all of us. God's love really 
shone through your faces, your testi­
monies, your songs . And l ' m more 
thankful than ever that I' m a part of 
the Family of God. 

" May he lead you safely home and 
back imo your schools or jobs and fam­
ilies. My warmest greetings to all our 
wonderful N.A. B. people for making 
thi all possible and for the churches 
and people who sponsored you. As you 
come down from the mountaintop expe­
riences, trust him to keep your feet 
1eady and eagerly going on for Jesus. 

Love to a ll . 
-Laura Reddig" 

One twelfth grader said, "You were 
an encouragement to the youths beca use 
it caused us to see we could do some­
thing as you th if we really tried !" 

Excerpts from a pastor 's leucr: 
" Your visit here in Cameroon with yo ur 
team had brought a very good spirit ual 
improvement in the life of the Chris­
tians. 

"A ft er your departure from the 
church on June 8, more than 22 people 
dedicated their lives to the church . and 
more backsliders were restored to the 
church on June 12. 

" I can tell you that your 1·isit has 
taught the Christian hO\\ to give and 
\\ itncs . Before you came, the churchc~ 
tha t had 30 membership arc 110\\ 60 
member . 

- Pastor j i Lucas '" 

\\'c all praise God for the great jo~ 

\IC e\pcricnccd in being a ble to minister 
a \ Good ew. Ambassador~ r01 k-;\I ~ 

Chris t! , 
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A variety of languages, faces and 
fashions met us on Cameroon Air Lines 
as we began our journey awa y from the 
faces that had become so very special. 
Krier, Hoffman and Scheffler , names 
that were once just names, have become 
alive wi th crisp reality during our three­
week stay in a land of vibrant tropical 
beauty- Cameroon. 

To summarize in a few words what 
happened during our stay would be as 
futile as trying to summarize the birth 
of a child . For it was something that 
will grow and constant ly be developing 
m the minds of all of us. 

It has set new perspect ives , removed 
fears, uncovered myths a nd perhaps set 
new goals . Above all else, it has given a 
new sense of gratitude to the grea t God 
whom we serve. 

For myself, it would be good to com­
pare this tri p to a ch ild's birth . It has 
produced in me a new generation of 
thought by destroying myths and giving 
me a new look at mi ssions, missionaries 
and God's call ing. No longer do J look 
at miss ions as something to really fear 
or that horrid place God would send me 
if I were to give my life totall y to him. J 
don'.t want to be misleading in making 
m1ss1ons look easy, because it isn't. The 
work is hard a nd often frustrating, bui 
when God calls you into tha t work he 
puts a joy in your heart. It was that 
spirit that I found in o ur people in 
Cameroon . 

Ray Hoffman, Laura Reddig and Sue 
Krier were three people who really 
helped to remold my atti tudes about 
missions . 

Growing up in Oregon, I had some 
contact wi th the Rev. Ray Hoffm a n I 
don '1 remember Pastor Ray as a b~b-

Ken .Stoller is a member of Bethany 
Bap11s1 Church, Portland. OR, and was 
a member of ihe Good News Ambassu­
dur.s 1ea111 1ha1 111in1s·1ered 111 Cameroon. 
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001 
by Ken Stoller 

bly, war.m indi~idual, but that 's how 1 
found . him a t his work in Victoria . He 
loves It there and it rea lly shows · h' 
h 

. . In IS 
appy ~p1ri1. This has led me Lo reali ze 

something about the concept of G d ' 
wi ll. If God is going to call yo . 

0 
s . u into an 

area of serv1~e, be it full -time chu rch 
work or the vl!al ministry of a la h · · yman 

e is go mg to put a satisfaction with . ' 
you t.hat yo_u ' re in the right place doi~n 
the righ t th1~g. The job may not alwa ~ 
look _appealing, but we know God~s 
plan is ~erfrct, and as this satisfaction 
grows Wllhm you it wi ll sho . 
l
.f ' w m your 
' e as well as your work I d 

h b 
. . · t oes n't 

mean L at eing m the right 1 . 
I
. · . Pace will 

e immate al l trials , fo r li fe is full of 
them; but we can be sure th G . · h at od 1s 
wu us, and he doesn 't leave I 

1 
us a one 

once thought that the true m· .. 1ss1on-
~ry was one who would forsake all 
hve a du ll , sacrificial life suffe rin /o 
the Lord . Meellng Dr La Rg ?r 

II 
· ura edd 1g 

tota y des troyed this myth H . 
b · f I I · ere 1s a eaut1 u ady who has sp h 
l.f · · em t e best of 
1 e m the fie ld not out f . 

·f· · 0 PllY or self 
sacri ice but because she loves h -
the people and the land er work. 

I wish everyone fro~ our C f 
could spend some time . h on erencc 
a nd jus t see how her I w11 th is lady 
everything she does W ove permeates 

· e were fo t 
enough to have been taken by thr u~~e 
to the New Hope Sett lement i_s a Y 
place for those who a re cured. ~h is is a 
bu t feel that they ca nnot o leprosy 
I 

return to th · 
iomes. These people are not h . e1r 
Jovel d h · · P ys1cal ly y, an l e1r lives have b f 
reject ion a nd pain . This c ~en ull of 
their faces yet a . an e seen on 

· JOY can be 
thei r faces as well that . . seen on 
Lord and of ihe 'rove !~~~ ~ ofb Ihe 
show n IO ihem by people lik as een 
Ha.ct Laura Reddig been !here e w~1~u raa~ 
au uude of self-sacri fice I II 
thin k we would have se~n a~ea y don'1 
!he faces in ihe New Hope Setyll hope on 

I' . . ement. 

If 
m s~r.e our m1ss1onaries suffer b 

se -sacri f1ce is not thei r . • . ut 
Tl . . mot1va t1on 

iey spend their lives there beca use the; 

love 1he Lord and 1hey love 1hc work . 
Being wi1h Laura has rem inded me 1ha1 
going down 1he Lord's road is no1 a l­
ways 1hc easies! pa1h, bu1 i1 is surely 1he 
bes1 way home . 

My genera l au it ude about mis­
sionaries was destroyed by a lad y who 
wi ll always have a special place in my 
heart. I once thought that the average 
missionary was one who real ly could n '1 
fi1 into the flow of 1hings here a1 home, 
one who could n'1 have fun and who in 
nature was qui1e sto ic. Seei ng 1he over­
ti red miss ionary on 1he often too-long 
depu tation road didn 't help my aui1ude 
any. But riding on the road from 
Douala to Victor ia a nd then touring 
Cameroon wi t h Susa n Krier began 10 
change my mind about the mi ss ionaries 
themselves. 
. Sue is a sharp, dynamic, hard-wo rk ­
ing, well -educated individ ua l who was 
every bit as fun loving as the rest o f us 
crazy America n touri sts . She was our 
guide throughout 1he en1ire trip . From 
calm ly ha ndling the police to iactfu lly 
ending a very long service for a group 
of very tired s ingers, thi s lady executed 
her job with superb skil l. 

As we met more a nd more of the mis­
~ionaries , we fo und that th is high qual­
lly person was not uncomm on amidst 
o~r Nort h American Baptist miss ion­
aries. These people a re ve ry sharp, and 
!hey have to be. They arc o ften under 
tremendous work loads a nd hea vy 
stra ins. I have found 1ha1 mi ssions is 
not a place for or o f losers , bu t of the 
very bes t we have. 

I' m very grateful for a ll tha t has hap­
pened to me this past summer. Thi s tou r 
ha.s opened my eyes to ma ny good 
things and a llowed me to meet a nd grow 
to love 14 ve ry wonder ful people, my 
brothers and sis ters of the Good News 
Ambassadors. It a lso has given me a 
dnect1on in my li fe . As a res ul1 o f 1his 
trip, I now see a rea l need fo r fu ll -time 
work ers, not only in 1he field but here 
ai home. I' ll be aucnding 1h e Nonh 
American Baptist Seminary this fa ll. 
After that, the Lord only knows. Ca m­
ero?n? Well, not as I see it now. but 
having been there has opened me up to 
the pos ·b·1· · I · si 1 lly . I no longer fear 1t as 
once d id . It's just a matter now o f 
where I can do God's work most effec­
ll vely. 

f The people we have in Cameroon a re 
an tasiic people . Lei's co ntin ue 10 sup-

port them through praver Wh ile Cro>S . 
good 1· · ' • . qua ll y kilo package5 and in keep-
ing up wi1h the mi5~i on s budge!. These 
P.eople depend on u~. a nd 1hey have a 
r1gh1 Io do jus1 1ha1. 

.1f .you feel th at God is callin l! you to 
~ iss i ons and you ' re of the quality, give 
ll a chance · · · . • you might JU ~ l end up lov-
ing it. 

Programming for a 
Dynamic Small Group 

by Lee Whiston 

(Edi/Or 's No1e: Las! m o111h 's ar1icle, 
The Dynamic Power of Small G roups in 
the C hurch, prese111ed basic informa1ion 
on forming and corllinuing small 
groups. This article is devo1ed e111irely 
10 1he program many successful small 
groups have foil owed.) 

Let me suggest a program for a 
typical group which has proved vital 
and effect ive again and again. These 
principles are applicable for just two 
people such as a husba nd and wife or 
two friends or prayer part ners. They 
a lso function for a home group, a group 
of business men meet ing for lu nch or 
for a fo rmal group . 

This study should be Ii fe-cen1ered a nd 
not con fined to the discussion of ideas. 
We shoul d not be sllldying the Bible in 
order to confirm the doctrines we al­
ready believe but should deal with life­
styles, our relationships to God a nd t.o 
our fell ow ma n. The Kingdom of God is 
the Kingdom of right re lation~ hips . 

Bi ble s llldy should not end .111 general­
iza tio ns bu! reach into spec1f1cs. Sup­
pose we are s!Lld ying I Corinthians 
13:4-7. Ins tead of reading, " Love is pa-
1ien1 a nd kind; love does not insist ~n 
i1 s own way, etc ." sometimes 1. read I!, 

" Lee Whiston is pa1 ient a nd kind . Lee 
Whis ton is no t rude or irritable. Lee 
Whi ston does not insis1 on his own 
way." Wel l, I don't get very far bef?re 
I see how uu erl y I fa ll short. Rea~mg 
the Bible in th is way brings it down ll1 lO 
the heart o f my way of living. It sho,~s 
my need of change. I do~ ' t. read t ll!S 
passage a nd say, "My, isn l love a 
wonderful thi ng! Pa ul ma kes love seem 
so beau1i ful! " This kind of general lly 
doesn't change 1he direc tion of our 1!v­
ing. But perso nalizing chapi ers or !11-

cidents in 1he Bibl e rea ll y can make one 
face his own inadequacies honcsily and 
help him to decide to let God 's Holy 

Spirit change him . 

The Rev. Lionel (Lee) A . Whiswn re­

sides in Wre111ha11. MA . 

QUIET TIME 

After we have discussed the Bible in 
this manner, we begin to share personal 
experiences a nd slowly become vulner­
able to one another. Let the leader ca ll 
fo r a time of silence. Let this quie1 time 
be preceded by one or two questions 
that will give direct ion to our thinking. 
For insta nce, " To what person should l 
be drawing closer? What speci fie steps 
does God want me to take? " Or a nother 
time the questions might be, " What is 
your growing edge? Whal are God's 
nex t steps for you?" Again 1here might 
be questions such as, " What pan o f 
your life is uncommiued to Christ? 
What excess baggage are you carrying?" 
Or "How could you use your imagina­
tion to greater advantage to make your 
life at home or on the job more effec­
ti ve and you more fun to be wi th? What 
new ways of loving and relating to peo­
ple can you imagine?" " Whal needs in 
your community is God asking you to 
meet? " As a rule it is well to have only 
one question; if there is more than one, 
have them on 1he same theme. The Holy 
Spiri t will break in a nd bring other 
ques1ions 10 mind if 1hey are urgent. Do 
not pose 100 many quest ions lest people 
spend the time going from one 10 an­
other rather than thinking deeply and 
surgica lly. 

At first, a minu te of silence is prob­
ably enough. After awhile, a group can 
easily be s ilent three to five minu tes or 
longer. At the end of the silence, let the 
leader start to share the thoughts that 
have come to hi m. As he tells in a cost ly 
a nd hones! way his own thinking and 
his own personal desire to do the wi ll of 
God and if he shares this in specific and 
concrete situa1 ions, this usually will 
prime the pump for the others. Of 
course, no one should be pressured . 
People should be free to come to the 
group and be silent for week a fter week 
if they so desire. Bu t when people are 
warmly loved and included in the group, 

the chances are good that they will join 
in the sharing. Do not allow general dis­
cussion until everyone has had a chance 
to share, otherwise discussion may star! 
and others who have had some thoughts 
in the silence wi ll not have the oppor­
tuni ty to express them. 

If the thoughts expressed are general­
izations such as, " I need to be a better 
father," let someone ask, " To which 
chi ld? In wha t particular way?" If a 
person says , " I need to be more Chris t­
like," let someone say, " In what area?" 
If someone says , "I need to be fi lled 
with the Holy Spiri t ," one might ask, 
"Just why are you saying this? What 
part of your li fe do you feel is not as 
yet filled with Christ or his Spiri t?" 

PRAYER 

These specific thoughts that have 
come to us become our homework for 
the next week. Each person might have 
a liule notebook or card and put down 
the names of everyone in the group and 
just a brief phrase or sentence that will 
suggest these specific and. concrete lead­
ings that came in the Quiet Time. Let 
each one in the group covenant to pray 
one or more times a day for everyone 
else in the group. Let there be a strong 
supportive love; let there be a keen in­
terest to undergird the other fellow as 
he goes out to battle in these specific 
areas during the week. Let there be 
phone calls in the middle of the week 
from one to another ask ing how the 
battle is going. 

FEEDBACK 

Now we come to what will be the fi rst 
item on the agenda for succeeding meet­
ings: " What happened during the 
week?" For eight or ten minutes talk 
abou1 the way God has led . Let there be 
a costly hones1y at this point. Don 't let 
anyone wi1h phoney piety say, " Bob, I 
prayed for you last week," if indeed he 
only prayed o nce or twice and Bob gets 
the impression that he was prayed for 
1wo or t hree times every day . Let 's be 
will ing 10 have the quality of honesty 
that will say , " Bob, l a m ashamed of 
myself. l don't think l prayed for you 
more tha n one or two times a ll last 
week, but l a m really glad to hear what 
you have j ust reported!" 

As we open our hearts and grant each 
other the pr iv ilege of entering into the 
holy of ho lies of our lives, we have a 
sense of awe. It is a great privilege truly 
to know a person. In 1his process of 
learning to be trustworthy, people may 
fa il us. Some may speak to others ou1-
side of the group abou1 what happened 
al a meeting. We should covena m wit h 
each other that everything that is said in 
a group is sacred and private, never to 
be spoken of except to the person who 
shared it or to God in prayer. [l 
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&od"s 
Uolunteers 
report 
Jerernys 

Thoughts ... 

... about this 
year's 

GV's team 

"Boy, am I ever lucky! I' ve got fifteen 
special aunts and uncles that travel with 
my mom and dad. They work hard, but 
lots of times they stop to chat and play 
with me, too! At firs t I had a difficult 
time figuring out who was who, but by 
the end of their month of training, I 
began to see each one in their own spe­
cial light. 

"When mom and dad come home at 
night, I can hear them whispering about 
the day's activities. They think I'm 
sleeping, but I'm not. Dad says the 
music section consists of fi ve boys and 
four girls: basses Paul Dyk stra and 
Barry Seifert, tenors Bill Kosachuk and 
Bruce Felton, altm Janice Streuber and 
Lynnelle Hochhalter , and sopranos 
Connie Rogabki and Karen Trax . The 
fifth boy is Uncle David Robinson who 
~it~ 111 the back and controls all the 
\Ound . 

"The follow-up ~ccr ion : Marlene Gin­
ter, Miriam En~lcn, l.cAnn William ~ . 
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" Here I am with mom and dad, Bob and 
Marilyn Walther. Oh, I could have smiled 
more!" 

Brenda Moser, Jim Calamunce, and 
Scott MacDonald, are so busy all day 
that I hardly have a chance to vis it with 
them . Mom says that planning seminars, 
working on v1suation, studying for 
classes and goi ng ca lling takes a lot of 
time if you are going to do a good job, 
and, boy they sure are! Even the music 
secrion stops s inging long enough 10 go 
10 Rev . Raymond Harsch 's classes. 
There they learn abo ur pracri cal evange­
lism, Bible srudy, and the church minis­
tries departmenr. There sure are a lot of 
visitors that show up here, too. I love 
visitors! 

"Dad divides his afternoon between 
direcring 1he music group and leading 
fo llow-up seminars. I sure miss him, but 
sometimes mom and I sit in. Hey, mom 
even gets to sing some of the songs! The 
ream really works hard, and even a lit1le 
guy like me can tell you that! A fl er sup­
per rhey are really ready for the daily 
volleyba ll game. Dad always plays, and 
I love to warch. 

" I stay up as long as I can at night 
wait ing for 1he kids, but I just can't 
stay awake long enough 1 They sure are 
dedica1ed, but the best part is when 1hey 
1ake 1ime ou1 of their busy schedule to 
1hank God and ask him fo r guidance. 

" Hey, I really um lucky to be 1ravel­
ing wi1h the G .V's this yea r! Mom says 
they spoil me rot1en, but I sort of like 
it. You' ll like them 100!" 

Jeremy helps Uncle Dave wi th the sound 
equipment. 

The 1977·78 God's Volunteers team: (first row) 
Brenda Moser, David Robinson, Janice St reu· 
ber, Miriam Enslen, Marlene Gin ter, LeAnn 
Williams; (second row) Lynnette Hochhalter, 
Bruce Felton, Connie Rogalski, Barry Seifert, 
Karen Trax, Bi ll Kosachuk, Scott MacDonald, 
Jim Calamunce, Paul Dykstra, Bob and Marilyn 
Walther. 

GOD'S VOLU NTEERS SCHEDULE 

Dec. 7·17 Anamoose Baptis t, NO 

Dec. 12·31 Chrislmas Vacation 

Jan. t ·3 First Baptist, Durham, KS 

Jan. 5·11 Zion Baptist, Okeene, OK 

Jan. t 1·25 Central Baptist, Waco, TX 

Jan. 7 7 Canaan Baptist, Crawlord. TX 

Jan. t8·22 North Highlands Baptist. Dallas. 
TX 

Jan. 25·Feb. 8 Evangel Baptist. Boca Raton. FL 

Feb. 2-5 Valley Stream Baptist, Valley 
Stream. NY 

Feb. 7 Walnut Street Baptist, Newark, 
NJ 

Feb. 8·15 King 's Highway Bapr1sr. Bndge­
port. CT 

Feb. 15-26 Calvary Bapr1sr, P11tsburgh, PA 

Feb. 22·26 Pineland Baptist. Bu1/ingron, ON 

Feb. 2l·Mar. 6 RETREA T 

Mar. 8-22 Bethel Baplisr. Gerzv1lle. NY 

Mar 15-19 Lakeshore Bapr1sr. Sr. Catha· 
rines. ON 

Mar. 22-30 Larr a Road Bapr1s r. Rochester, 
N Y 

Mar. 29-Apr. 12 Nepean Bapr1sr. Ortawa. ON 

Apr. 5·9 FlfSI Baptist. Arnpno1. ON 

Apr 12-20 Bethel Baptist, Windsor, ON 

Apr. 18 Coloma/ Village Bapr1sr. Lan­
sing, Ml 

Apr 19-May 3 Napier Pa1kv1ew Bapr1sr. Benton 
HarbOI, Ml 

Apr 26-30 Community Baptist. Xenia. OH 

May 3·1 r Woodland Shores Baptist. Bndg· 
man. Ml 

May 9 Forest Park Bapr1sr, Forest Park, 
IL 

May tO·tl German Mission Bapr1sr. Chi­
cago. IL 

PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING A Gift Too 

Wonderful 
For Words 
by Everett Barker 

It is a delightful thing to watch small 
chi ldren open Christmas packages . As 
children get older, 1hey learn tha t givi ng 
is also a part of Christmas. The Chris­
tian family 1eaches their children that 
the heart of Christmas is the cclcbrat ion 
of God 's gift o f his Son, Jesus Christ. 
From 1hat gift ou t of God's hearl of 
love has come the practice of receiv ing 
and giving gift s. We recognize that the 
practice has become commercialized to 
ihc extent that Christians and even some 
non-Christ ians revolt at the loss of the 
true meaning of Christmas. There isn't 
much t ha1 you and I can do about the 
larger commercial ized problem, but we 
can do om et hing about perwnal and 
family at t i tu de~ toward making Christ­
mas a meaningful spi ri1ual experience. 

God has demonstrated the purest 
spi rit o f givi ng when he gave his only 
Son . The Apostle Paul in II Corin1hian~ 
9: IS bricny says what is in the heart of 
every Christian: " Thank God for His 
Son, a gift too wonderfu l for words. " 
God ga\'c his greatest gift simply bc­
cau~e he l ove~ you and me even though 
we arc unclc~crving. There arc usually 
dif'fcrenl rcasom \~hy we gi\·e gift~ to 
Goel or 10 individuab : appreciation in 
rc\pon e to what God has done, feeling'> 
of guilt, obliga1ion, habit , friend~hip 
and ta\ \a\ ing~ 10 name a fe\\ rca'>Oll\ . 
\\'c do 1101 ah\a)''> ge1 the mmt joy from 
J.!i\ inl.! becau'>e our moli\ at ion i'> IO\\. 
So1 11 ~1 im e'> the rccci\er of the gif1 sense~ 

The Rei'. l:'rerell Barker I,\ 111.111ci111e 

11!Cre1111T .for e~1a1e p/a1111111g . 

this as James Russel Lowell , the writer, 
said, "Not what we give, but what we 
share, for 1he gifl without the giver is 
bare. " 

When we rea ll y stop to thin k about it. 
God is 1he source of every gift we give. 
.He. has crc~ted the world and everything 
rn 1t. He gives the physical streng1h and 
the mental capacity to learn, create and 
earn. I read an amusing story of a Jiule 
girl who wanted to buy her father a 
Christmas present. Her friend asked her 
where she intended to get the money to 
pay for the gift. She replied, "That's 
easy, my father will give it to me." It is 
humbling to realize that any gift we give 
to God has already been paid for by 
him. 

Once we ha\·e responded in our heart 
to give, it is importalll to determine the 
best way to give. Careless giving docs 
not accomplish the most with our re­
sources. As faithful stewards of the 
material possessions God has given to 
us, we want to be sure that our gifts do 
the mO'>I for the kingdom of Goel. There 
arc so many need'> in our Conference 
ministries , and we want to fulfill these 
need~ with our gifts. The gmernments 
of the United States and Canada en­
courage ui' inu to charitable cau"e~ b\· 
pro\ id ing- ta\ -"a\ ing benefits. The pu;­
po c of these benefits is to enable the 
dono r to gi\'e- more. It makes good 
~eme for God ' people 10 use thc"e 
mcam of gi\ ing so 1hat more or God'' 
\\Ork can be accompli'ihcd . 

/'\\ )'llll come to the encl of thi~ year 
and re\'ie\\ your gi' in g to the Lord'<. 
\\lli k, you might con~idcr different \\<IY'> 

to give. Here are ten ways you might 
consider: 
I . Give cash 
2. Give appreciated stocks 
3. Give capital gains only (bargain sale) 
4. Give real estate 
5. Give livestock/ crops 
6. Give business inventories 
7. Give insurance policies/ dividends 
8. Give other property 
9. Give through your corporation 
I 0. Give in honor of a loved one 

For more detailed in formation on 
ways to give, send for the brochures, 
"December Giving . . . IO Ways" and 
"What Every Giver Should Know 
About Taxes." "THANK GOD FOR 
HIS SON, A GIFT TOO WONDER­
FUL FOR WORDS." 0 

NORTH AMERICAN B APTIST 
CONFERENCE 

1 So. 210 Summll Avenue 
Oak.brook TetTace, IL 60181 

Please send the following bro­
chure(s) 

0 December Giving .. . 10 Ways 

0 What Every Giver Should 
Know About Taxes 

Name 

Address 

City State-Zip ___ _ 

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North 
American Baptist Conference, 1 
So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook 
Terrace, IL60181. 
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 

ENGLEWOOQ CQ CHJRCH EXTENSION PROJECT 

by Gordon Voegele 

My wife, Rose, and our three children came to Englewood, 
CO, June I , 1977, to be the pastor o f a new North American 
Baptist C hurch in an a rea that is considered to be the fas test 
growing area , according to the A rapahoe County Planning 
Board. The C hurch Extensio n Committee had been in this a rea 
several mo nths before our coming a nd, seeing the rapid growth 
and many new homes, fe lt led to begin a new work in this 
a rea . 

This certainly wa s a new experience for us as a fam ily, since 
there were no families who had met for Bible studies or Sun­
day services as a resu lt of a student worker, prior to our co m­
ing. It was strictly door-to-door canvassing and telling people 
that I was the pastor o f a new Nort h A merican Bapti st C hurch 
with our services beginning Septem ber 11. 

It has been an exciting and rewarding experi ence to meet the 
ma ny new families in th is a rea, from a ll o ver the United 
States, and to sense the openness o f these people and to 
o bserve their desire to see us start a new work . Of the many 
contacts that have been made, we praise God for the dedicated 
Christian fami lies who have expressed their desire to allend 
and work with us because God has given them a deep concern 
fo r the peo ple here . These are our Sunday school teachers and 
leaders of Bible studies in diffe rent homes . 

One person said : "I prayed tha t the Lord would direct us to 
a ch urch where he would want us to go and be active. T oday 
you knocked on our doo r inviting us to your chu rch, ou r 
prayers a re answered. " Another person said : "We have been 
attending a church for over a year but have not jo ined . We 
just have not fe lt led to join , and now we kno w why- we will 
come to your ch urch ." A nother family sa id : " We have been 
praying that the Lord would lead us to a church in o ur area 
since the church we are attending is some distance away; w~ 
want to be in a church that is min istering to thi s comm unity." 

As our small nucleus grows, we ca n see the spiri t o f oneness 
love and excitement radia ting from each person. A t present w~ 
are meet ing a t the Homes tead Elementa ry School for Sunday 
school and morning worship . O ur mid-week Bible studies for 
adults and child ren a re held at o ur ho me. 

God has made it clea r to us tha t the door is open . It is o ur 
prayer and desire that Walnu t H ills Baptis t Ch urch wi ll be a 
strong wirness for the glory of God . We covet your continued 
prayer and financial support and invite you to share in our 
hopes and aspirations for 1hi 5 new ven1ure of fai1 h by sending 
your co111ribu1ion5 for 1hi5 projecl 10 North Amer ican Bap1 is1 
Conference, J <io. 210 Summi1 Ave., Oakbrook T errace , I L 
60181 . 
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The Voegeles-Kent, Kayla, Kary, Rose & Pastor. 

Mrs. Voegele and the mid·week Bible c lub ch ildren. 

Mrs. schwarz an 
d her Sunday school class. 

ingit 
by Ernie Zimbelman 

"Dear' Dr . Zi1nbelman : 
I a m a t my wits end with my four­

ycar-o ld daughter. S he resis ts me in 
every encounte r. When I press for obe­
dience, she becomes defiant and fre­
quent ly th rows tem per ta ntru ms. Most 
of the t ime she is so loving . 

W e a lso have a so n who is two years 
o ld . I a m worr ied about her example on 
him . 

M rs . H . " 
Dear Mrs . H : 

T he s ituatio n you describe is a com­
mon o ne . In child / parent rela tions hip 
la nguage, you have a "power str ugg le" 
go ing o n . W ha t your daughte r is doing 
is not necessarily bad for her, but it is 

book 
reuli:ws 
by B. C. Schreiber 

T he Serva nt Who Rules . By Ray C. 
Stedman. Waco, TX : W ord Books. 
$5.95. Dr . Stedman is a prolific writer 
whose books a re much in d emand . H e is 
a lso in dem and a s a s pea ker a round the 
wor ld . 

T hose who have read Behind Hiswry, 
Riches in Christ a nd ot her expositiona l 
~ermons will be inspi red by The Ser vant 
who R ules a nd The Ruler Who 
Serves-expos itions on Mark . 

It is d ifficu lt to u nders tand tha t when 
a Chris tian vo l unteer~ to serve he is a lso 
given 1hc pm1er 10 rule. T his is the 

t heme or the l'ir~t cig hl chaplm in 

Mar~ . A ~ .Jc~ u <; approaches Jerusa lem 

very hard on you, the mot her. Liule 
brothe r may fo llow her exam ple, bur 
not necessaril y. 

A ll of us have a need to lea rn to 
a ssen o urselves . Socia lly mature a nd 
happy people arc those who have 
learned to mee t their own needs without 
viola t ing the needs and rights of o thers . 
When your daughter drives you to 
"your wi ts end ," you would obviou sly 
fee l tha t s he is pushi ng things too fa r, 
and I would readil y agree with you . 

W ha t can you do abo ut this? I have 
no do ubt , since s he is o nly fo ur, if you 
wa nt to win thi s power struggle with 
her, you ca n qui te readily bea t her in to 
subm ission . If you had asked some o th­
er so-called "family a uth oriti es " that ' s 
w hat they wou ld tell you to do . I would 
cons ider th is a pproach very un wise fo r 
two reasons. 

First, it ' s not consistent with the 
C hr istia n li fes tyle . Paul is very specific 
in Ephesians 6:4 : "A nd now a word to 
yo u pa rents . Do n' t keep o n scolding and 
n.:>ssms y o u r d1i/drc11 . m:iking rhcm 
angry and resent fu l. Ra ther , br i ~g them 
up wi th the loving di sc ipl ine the Lo rd 
H imself approves, w ith sugges tio ns a nd 
godly advice. " (Living Bib le) 

I have a feeling tha t you have a ch ild 
tha t ha s lots o f good st uff in he r­
" most o f the time she is so loving ." 
Stop fight ing her st ro ng spirit. She is in 
a ll likeli ho od on ly becom ing a carbon 
copy o f you . Rein force the times she is 
loving, helpful , a nd positive . O nce you 
begin to anti cipate a nd ana lyze the 
kinds o f sit uations tha t lead to " en­
counters ," you then choose an opt ion 
that will avoid co nflic t. 

Secondly, if the power struggle con-

a nd the cross (beginning with chapter 
nine) , he co nt inues to serve . Life 
beco mes more mea ningful beca use it is 
so sho rt. The cross is on the ho rizon . 
J esus must help his di sciples to under­
sta nd its meani ng fo r h im a nd for them. 

One wi shes tha t the au thor had given 
a more de ta iled exposit ion on the clos­
ing verses o f Ma rk' s Gospel. It leaves 
t he reader wi th a fee ling of e ither in­
completeness or inadeq uacy. Ho wever , 
there is much in o ur C hri stian lives that 
is missing tha t was f irst evidell! in the 
apostles . -It should be evident in ours . 

As a stud y of Mark , there a re few 
book ~ tha t a rc more pract ica l a nd in­
spiring to the C hrist ia n li fe . 

SANTA, ARE YOU FOR REAL? By 
Haro ld tvlyra . T homas Nelson Publish­

ers, Nashville, TN . $4.95 

tinues, there is no doubt that you r 
daughter will learn to hand le s itua tio ns 
invo lving a utho rity figures poorl y. The 
temper tantrums a lso show tha t she is a t 
her wi ts end a nd that she is a ngry and 
resent ful. T his is her way o f win ning the 
power st ruggle . 

I suppose a t thi s stage you a re saying: 
" But what a bout E phesia ns 6 : I? "Chi l-
dren obey your pa rents . ..... " l ' m 
sorry, mo ther , but yo ur child is only 
four, and I thin k, in spite o f the fact 
tha t you may have the most clever child 
in the neighborhood , she p robably co uld 
not read the verse, much less unde rstand 
it and apply it ; especia ll y when it's so 
much easier to throw a temper tantrum. 

I think for the time being the ba ll is 
in your court , and you have the major 
responsibility for swing the stage so 
there will be a situation in which there is 
"t he loving discipline tha t the Lord 
Himself approves ... " 

If yo u fee l that you need help or 
training in becoming a better stage 
director . there is lo ts of help available . 
My fi rst recommenda tion is that you 
find a Pa rent Effectiveness Class (PET) 
in your area a nd that you and your hus­
band ma ke a u end ing thi s class your 
number one pr iori ty. 

My second recommendation is that 
you buy Bruce Narramore's books 
Help, I'm a Parent a nd The Challenge 
of Parenthood. (Zonderva n) 

M y first recommenda t io n will correct 
a bo ut 80 % of your con flic ts; whereas 
even if you are very fa ith ful, my second 
suggestio n will help remove a bout 30% 
o f the confl icts. 

I hope you follow my fi rst suggest ion 
and recove r 80% of your wits . 0 

Do n' t let the price shock you . Not 
qu ite five d olla rs will buy you a gem for 
your chi ldren . 

The au thor , president a nd publis her 
o f C HRISTIANIT Y TO DA Y, has wri t­
ten very practical books before (No 
Man in Eden; Is There a P lace I can 
Scream? ; T he New You-Quest io ns a nd 
Answers fo r New C hris tians) . In this 
book he looks in to the age o ld question , 
"l s there rea lly a Santa Claus?" 

Myra tells in rhyming meter the true 
story of the origin of Santa Claus, puts 
the emphasis on the bibl ica l Christmas 
story, a nd comforts li tt le Todd, the 
main character of the book, whose fai th 
in Sama is shaken un til he finds out 
who the real Santa C la us is and how he 
relates to Christmas. 

Delightfu l illust rat io n s by Dwight 
Walles. Your children will pick up th b 
book and read it (or have it read) time 
after time. R. J . Kcrstan 
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Dr. and Mrs. George A . Lang were 
honored at an open house at the North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD, in celebration o f their fift ieth wed­
ding anniversary. Words of tribute and 
appreciation for the ministry o f Dr. and 
Mrs. Lang were expressed by Dr. Rich­
ard Schilke on behalf of the North 

American Baptist Conference, by Dr. 
David Draewell for the North American 
Bapti st Seminary, and by the Rev. Leon 
Bill on behalf of Trinity Baptis t Church, 
where they a re charter members. Their 
sons, the Rev. George W. Lang, North 
American Baptist Seminary, and the 
Rev. Harold Lang, missionary 10 Ni­
geria , and their fam ilies also par­
ticipated in the program. 

Mr. Walter 
Lehotsky, Valley Strea m Bap t ist 
Church, has been leading a home Bible 
study group for several months for 
those who responded 10 the call of 
Chr ist through our members duri ng the 
" Herc's Life" N.Y. project. 

His son, Harry, has been contacti ng 
homes in tile Middle Island area of 
Long Island 10 conduct a Ch urch Exten­
sion survey for the Atlantic Associat ion . 
Plans arc being made to reach the com­
munity through an evangelistic film and 
thro ugh horne study groups. We hope 
these cffons will lead many 10 Chris t 
and resull in a new N.A.B. church. 

Harry Lehotsky has been assisting the 
Rev. Ulrich Laser, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, in his work with the youth. 
Harry is continuing his studies at 
N.A. B. College this fall. 

The Rev. Eldon J ant:en has been con­
ducting a Thursday morn ing Bible class 
for several years whid1 has proved very 
interesting and beneficial 10 tho\t' "ho 
attend. He and his fami ly, and a few 
other young people, a tt ended You th En ­
counter 111 Manitoba. 

A d1 urd1 picnic on July 25 under the 
direction of our Sunday school supcrin-
1ende111, Bertha Jan1en , closed a week 
of VaLat1on Bible Si.:hool in July. 
<Mabel Kalin. 1eporterJ 
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On Ju ly 16, 1977, an 
ordination co uncil met a1 Sierra Heights 
Baptis1 Church, Renton, \VA, 10 ex­
amine Loren Franchuk for C hris1ian 
ministry. The council was happy and 
eager to approve the candidate for or­
dination. The Rev. Kenneth Schmuland 
served as moderator . The Rev. Ervin 
Gerlit z, hos t pastor, gave the ordination 
message. 

Loren served 3 Y1 years as part -time 
associate pas1or a t Sierra Heights Bap­
ti st C hurch. He is a gradua1c of North 
American Bap1is1 College, Edmont on, 
AB, wi1 h a B.Th . degree. He gradua1ed 
this spring from Seattle Pacific Uni ver­
sity with a B.A . in Psychology . 

In April, Loren and his wife, Lenore, 
began their ministry a t Hazelwood Bap­
tist Church , Auburn . (William Neu­
mann, clerk) 

The Women's Mis­
sionary Union met a t the Aplington 
Bap1is1 Church on September I 0, for 
their 33 rd annual meeting, in conjunc­
tion wi 1h the Iowa Association. Mrs. 
Harold Lang, Jos. Nigeria, was th e mis­
sionary speaker. The Faith Bap1ist Ci r­
cle from Rock Rapids, IA , was wel­
comed into the group. Mrs. Ralph 
Chandler was elected president for the 
next term. (Mrs. Leon Jacob, reporter .) 

The singing 
of " He ls Lord" began an evening 10 
be remembered by many for all the fel ­
lowship, joy and tears we shared , Au­
gust 14 . II was a farewe ll for our be­
loved assis1ant pas1or, Bob Brown and 
his family (pictured), now in their new 
area of ministry at Mountain View Bap­
tist Church, Spearfish, SD. 

The Rev . Willis PotratL gave a very 
touching, 1hough1-provoking and en­
couragi ng farewell message, fo llowed by 
several test imonials from people in our 
church fami ly in honor o f Pasto r Bob 
and his fa mily's ministry 10 us. 

After the choir·s, "To God Be the 
Glory," and Other selec1i ons, Pas1or 
Bob gave a farewell talk . (Lois Brei1-
kreu1, reporter.) 

The Ono11ay Bap1is1 
C.huri.:h weli.:omed Pa\lor Gerald 1-roese, 
hi \ wife, Judy, and their 3 month o ld 
\ Oil, C1 reg01), 10 our i.:ongregation . /\f-

tc r the morning scrl'i ce on September 
11, dinner was sen ed in 1he church 
basement u ing our nc11 ly designed 
kitchen for the first 1ime. The welcom­
ing service was held al 2:00 P.1\1. . at 
which a number o f guest spea ker\ 
highlighted the afternoon scn ·icc. (l\lrs. 
B. Guidinger, reporter.) 

r wo gi rls were baptized 
by the Rel' . O.J.: . Ringering on August 
14 at the Emmanuel Bap1is1 Church. 

These girls made their decisiom as a 
result of being in P ioneer Girls. (Debra 
Hi11, reporter.) 

Th e Rel' . 
Stephen Corum and hi s wife, Randi. 
were welcomed September 10 as the new 
pastor of the First Bap1is1 C hurch. 

The program consisted of words o f 
welcome and musical num bers by 1·a ri­
ous members o r 1he congrega tion . A 
recep1ion and pant ry shower fo llowed 
1 he service. 

The Rel'. Coru m is a 1977 gradua1c 
o f 1hc N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux Falls. 
SD. In June he was ordai ned in to the 
Christ ian ministry in hi5 ho me church , 
the Willow Rancho Bap1 is1 C ltu ri.:h. 
Sacramento, CA. Mrs. Corum is a 
graduate of Sacramen1 0 Ci1y College in 
demal hygiene and i\ presc111 ly an in­
s1ruc1or at the Uni versity o f South 
Dako1a . (Ray DeNeui. repo rt er.) 

On June 19, a sunny 
Okanagan day, the people of Fa i1h Bap-
1is1 Church gat hered al the lakeside 10 
witness the baptism o f Sand ra Pruden 
(pictured). On the follo11ing Sunday \ he 

was given 1 he hand of fellowship into 
the church by the Rev. S. Hoppe, pas­
tor. (Joan Ashton, reporter.) 

'I I I . ) . A large crowd was 
on hand Sept. 11, 1977, for the dedica­
tion of the new Christian Education 
Unit (pictured} o f Fi rst Baptist Church. 
All of the churches in town were repre­
sented on this festive occasion, with the 
Rev. Ken MacDonald, pastor, presiding. 

Rev. Hollywood , Calvary Baptist 
Church, led 1he congregation in the in­
voca1ion prayer. 

Greet ings and best wishes were re­
ceived from Mayor Johnson, Town of 
Arnprior; the Arnprior Ministerial 
Associa tion ; Rev . Wilmer Quiring, 
Eastern area secretary, and the Rev . 
Henry Ramus, leadership education 
direc1or, N.A.B. Conference office. 

Rev. Ramus, who grew up in Arn­
prior and at1ended Sunday school a1 
First Baptis t brought the dedication ad­
dress challenging the church to continue 
to enlarge its vision. 

The pastor, the Rev. Ken MacDonald 
explained that due to increased growth 
111 the Sun(lay s1;hool nnct week ly youth 
act ivities, m(}f(! ~pi!CC \Vil~ 1i:QUi1i:d. I\ 
Building Com rn iuec (pictured) was es­
tab lished . Const ruction began May I , 
1976, with the local congregation under­
taking the project. Through the dedi­
cated effort of the whole church family, 
the new un i1. was buil1. 

The Bu ilding Committee (l to R): Norman 
Frieday, Orville Felhauer, Bert Blackmore, ch .. 
Les Kauffeld I and Ken MacDonald, pastor. 

Mr. Versa! Scheel, chairman, Board 
of Deacons, officially opened the new 
building and led the congregat ion in the 
prayer o f dedication . (R osalie RussCll, 
reporter.} 

.\' .\flf-1\.1 , ( .\ . On September I , 
Sunkist Baptist Church welcomed two 
new s1aff members . Mr. Norris Helms, 
from Redeem er Bap1is1 Church , 
Warren, Ml , became the Minister of 
Christian Education and Visita tion. Mr. 
Fred Martin, from Maple View Baptist 
Church , Lakeside, CA, became the 
Minis ter of Music and Youth. A recep­
tion was held in their honor, September 
11 . (Jo Harwood, reporter. ) 

' I 'J I. ( \ . By invitation of 
Willow Rancho Baptist Church, an Or­
dination Council was convened on June 
21 , 1977. The Council consisted of rep­
resentatives from six churches in the 
Nor-Cal Association of North American 
Baptist Churches. 

The candidates for ordination, Mr. 
Steve Corum and Mr. Mike Seto, were 
presented as members in good standing 
of Willow Rancho Baptist Church by 
the moderator, Mr. Mike Martin. 

T he Council was organized under the 
direction of the Rev. Arthur Brust, 
pas1or. The Rev. Fred Jantz, Swain 
Oaks Bapt ist Church, Stockton, was 
elected modera tor, and Mr. Phillip 
Palmer, First Bapt ist Church, Elk 
Grove, as the clerk . 

After examining both candidates in­
d ividually, the Council considered each 
presentation . The Council unanimously 
recommended that Steve Corum and 
Mike Seto be ordained by Willow 
Rancho Baptist Church into the ministry 
of 1he Gospel of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

I On June 26 members 
and friends (pictured) of Highland Bap-

tist Church (Eastern Association church 
extension project} met to dedicate the 
proposed site for a new building on 
Highway 5 at the entrance to the Town 
of Evans across from Highland Elemen­
tary School. (G eorge Brite.) 

The annual session 
of the Southwestern Association con­
vened in Columbus with Redeemer and 
Shell Creek Baptis1 churche co-hos! ing 
the event, August 5-7. Registration and 
business sessions were a1 the Redeemer 
Church and the Friday evening opening 
se ion was at Shell Creek , followed by 
a fel lowship hour and youth activities 
on the church grounds . 

The Rev. and Mrs. Edwin Michelson 
were the guest speakers at the men 's and 
women's luncheon meetings. Saturday 
evening activit ies included a fami ly pic­
nic in a local park . 

Sunday morning services were held at 
both churches, with visitors at each 
church. The Rev. Michelson spoke at 
the Redeemer church and Mrs. 
Michelson spoke at the Shell Creek 
church . Pastors Terry Chrisope and 
William Effa were the host pastors. 
(Mrs. William Effa, reporter.} 

ti \H\ I\ , 'll. The Bethel Bapt ist 
Church held dedication services for the 
new parsonage on May 29. A program 
was presented with musical selections. 

The message was given by North Cen­
tra l Area secretary , the Rev. Clarence 
Walth . The Rev. and Mrs. Doug 
Sathren hosted an open house following 
the service . The former parsonage is 
presently being used for classrooms. 
(Harold Schmee1s, reporter.) 

, " Balloons in church" 
was the theme for a week of children's 
meetings at Faith Baptist Church Sep­
tember 12-16. Featured were Bible 
stories, memory verses, the film , "Hap­
piness Is," and filmstrips . Many new 
contacts were made for our programs. 
The 11:eek closed with a parents' night 
and circus dress-up. During the week 
nine children accepted Christ. 

Four people were baptized on Sep-
1em ber 25. 

On September I we hosted our first 
Saskatchewan former C .T . I. and 
N.A .B.C. Alumni meet ing at a potluck 
dinner. Prof. Willy Mueller spoke to 31 
alumni concerning the things that have 
been done at the school and also the 
present needs. Wayne Eisbrenner is our 
newly elected president, and Pastor 
Morley Schultz is secretary-treasurer. 
(Mrs. Vera Rosom, reporter.) 

Three persons were 
bapt ized and received into the member­
ship of Bethany Baptist Church . The 
Rev. Douglas Anderson i faithfully 
proclaiming God's Word. 

A building commi11ee has been estab­
lished to plan for needed faci lit ies to be 
added to the present church structure. 

Plans are a lso being made to celebrate 
the church's IOOth year in 1978. (Mr~ . 
Robert Wirth, reporter .) 
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On Aug. 24 a n Ordina­
tion Council met at Central Baptist 
Church to cons ider the ordination of 
Keith E. Eitel to the Chris tian Ministry. 
The delegates from churches of the 
Southern Association were favorably 
impressed with the candidate and were 
satisfied with his doctrinal statements . 

Brother Kei th a nd hi s wife, Glenda , 
a re very faithful members of Central 
Church, where Keith served as youth 
director. Keith graduated from Baylor 
University this summer with a Masters 
Degree. 

The Eitels have been appointed to the 
mission fie ld in Cameroon, West Africa, 
and will serve at the Cameroon Baptist 
Theological College, Ndu. 

At 7:30 p.m. the Ordination Service 
was held with area ministers and laymen 
taking part . The Rev. Milton Zeeb, 
South-Central A rea secretary, brought 
the o rdination sermon. The ordination 
prayer was by Dr. Robert Schreiber; 
charge to the church by the Rev. Rich­
ard Lord, charge to the candidate by the 
Rev. Fred Folkert s, hand of fe llowship 
a nd welcome to the Baptist min istry by 
Dr. W .H. Barsh. 

The Rev. Fred Folkerts, associate sec­
retary for overseas missions, was in 
charge of the commissioning service for 
Keith and G lenda Eitel. (R .E. Engel­
brecht, reporter.) 

The Living Fi re 
Q uartet from the N .A .B. Seminary pre­
sented a sacred concert on August 26 at 
the Anamoose Baptist Church, with per­
sons from area churches a ttending. A 
time of Christ ian fellows hip fo llowed . 

Some of the o ther highlights within 
the church were baptismal services wi th 
eight candidates being baptized in May, 
along with one transfer of membership. 
The Rev. and M rs . Edwin Michelson , 
missionaries to Cameroon, told us of 
their work in Africa. 

On June 5 we had a reded ication ser­
vice of the Anamoose Baptist Church 
after the renovation of the sanctuary, 
which followed some months o f donated 
work. Our speaker fo r thi s occasion was 
the Rev. Clarence Walth, our North­
Central area secretary. (Arlene Beck, 
reporter.) 

The Rev . and Mrs. 
Peter Unrau began their m1 111stry at 
Redeemer Baptis t Church on A ugust 28. 
The installation service was held 
September 11. Over 400 members and 
friends from neighboring N.A .B. 
chun:he5 auended . A word or welcome 
to the N.A .B. Conference, and charge 
to the pastor, was g iven by Dr. Gideon 
Limmerman, execut ive secreta ry. The 
Rev. Ron Mayforth welcomed the Un­
rau5 11110 the Michigan Association. 
Charge lo l he congrega1 ion was deli v-
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ered by the Rev. Willis Po tratz and the 
congregation's response was led by Mr. 
M e. Bai ley , church moderato r. The Rev. 
Ronald Beck o ffered the dedicatory 
prayer. 

Pasto r Un rau was born in Manitoba, 
Canada, and co mes to Redeemer from 
Dallas, OR , where he was Senior Pastor 
of Evangelical Mennonite Brethren 
Church for eight yea rs. He has served as 
C hairman o f the Commissio n o n C hris­
tian Educa tion fo r 1he E .M.B. Confer­
ence and has been President of the con­
fe rence for the past 1hree years . He was 
graduated from the Briercres t Bible In­
sti tute in Saskatchewan, and has a B.A. 
a nd M.Sc. degree from Oregon College 
of Education . He was ordained a t the 
North Park Bible Church, Saskatoon , 
SK, in 1960. 

Mrs. U nra u, the fo rmer Sh irley Ox­
e nham of Kelowna, BC, is a lso a grad­
uate of Briercres t Bible Inst itute. The 
Unraus have four children . (Doris Kint ­
zer, reporter.) 

The Ca lvary Baptist 
Church o ffi cers and a ll interested 
members attended a specia l worksho p, 
"Church Growth," presented by Dr. 
Roy Seibel , professo r, N .A .B. 
Seminary. 

On A pril 3 we witnessed the baptism 
of 11 persons. They and four other 
adu lts were extended the hand o f 
fellowshi p by our pas tor, Dr. Ray 
Neiderer . 

Three high school g raduates were 
honored in o ur Sunday evening service, 
May 28 . Each o ne was presented with a 
Bible . 

At another occas ion, a pot- luck sup­
per was served . Following the supper, 
the Women's Missionary Society pre­
sented a short program closing with the 
dedication of the White Cros~ material. 
(Lorraine Bertsch, reporter.) 

We rejoice and 
l hank the Lord for our new pastor, Le­
land Bert sch, who began hi s mini5try at 
Temple Baptis t C hurch, September 11 . 

At 1he evening 5ervice he was wel­
comed by a large congrega1 ion and pas-

tors and v1s1tors of nei ghboring 
churches a t a well -planned prog ram . 

Pastor Bertsch was raised on a farm 
near Carbon , AB . His education in ­
cludes one year at the North American 
Baptist College, Edmonwn; the Univer­
sity of Calgary, from which he received 
his B.A . in P sychology in 1974; and 1he 
North American Baptis t Sem inary, 
Sioux Falls, SD, where he received a 
Master of Divinity degree in May 1977 . 

This past summer, he served as in­
terim pastor at the Evangelical Cove­
nant Chu rch, Sioux Falls . (G iesela 
Rosentreter , reporter.) 

T he Eastern Asso­
c1at1on met September 16-18 in the hos­
pitable Bethel Baptist Church . Although 
Lyle Grenz, our moderator, led the rec­
ord 116 delegates in a quick pace 
through many items of bus iness , such 
as, adopting a $27 ,500 budget; accept ing 
the South Hills Church, Erie, PA , in!O 
our A ssociation; electing new officers 
(moderator: the Rev. H erbert Bernd t); 
changing the constit u t io n to make room 
for a youth representa ti ve o n 1he ex­
ecuti ve committee; as well as accepting 
the invitation 10 meet nex t year (Sep­
tember 22-24) at the German Baptist 
Mission Church, H a mil ton; the accent 
on the theme, "People Hel ping Peo­
ple," was never lost. 

The Rev . Walter Kerber's message, 
"Reaching Out through Evangelism," 
and the Rev. H erbert Berndt's message, 
" Reaching Out through Discip li ng, " 
and the subsequent practical panel d is­
cussions whetted o ur appetites to go 
home a nd try it ourselves. 

T he coordinated children 's and youth 
programs ; the refreshing, yet profound, 
cha llenges by the Rev. John Z iegler, as­
sociate secretary of church ex te nsio n, 
and Missionary David Burgess, Camer­
oon; the wonderfu l banquet; and above 
all, the uplifting closing praise-service, 
made it an exciting conference. (Rev. 
Heinrich R. Gol iath, reporter. ) 

I . . On Sept. 17, 1977 , an 
~rd111at1on counci l met at Calvary Bap­
tist Church to examine Mr. Frederick 
Sweet for ordina tio n inw the C hris tian 
ministry. Seven area ch urches of the 
Pacific Northwest were represented on 
lhe counci l. After hearing and examin-
111g Mr. Sweet concerning his Christian 
experience and doctrinal statement , the 
council recommended that the church 
proceed with the ord inat ion se rvice . 

Th e ord inatio n 5ervice was held on 
the same day . Arca ministers partici ­
pated, with the Rev. H arvey Mehlhaff 
bringing the ordination me5sage. A 
reception for the Sweets fo llowed the 
5ervicc. 

Fred Sweet i5 a graduate o f I lough1on 
College and Bethel Seminary. H e served 

for three years as the pastor of Bible 
Baptis t Church, Lacrosse, WI. In 1976 
he became minister of Christian educa­
tion at Calvary Baptist in Tacoma, 
where he and his wife Doris now serve. 
They recently welcomed their first child, 
Nathan Robert , into their family . (Rev. 
Loren Franchuk, clerk .) 

On September 11, the 
H ilda Bapt ist Evangelical Church had a 
fellowsh ip supper a nd program to bid 
farewell to the pastor and wife, the Rev. 
and Mrs . Paul Hunsicker, and three 
o the r church fam ilies who were moving. 
Our pastor had served our congregation 
for two years and is presently in retire­
ment in Medicine Hat. (Marilyn Haag, 
reporter. ) 

"Kids for 
Christ" of Fi rst Baptist Church entered 
a float in the Watertown Heri tage 
Parade in the June and in the July 4 
parade. T hey received first prize of $50 
a nd a trophy . T he fl oat's theme, " H e' s 
Got the Whole W orld in His Hands, " 
was depicted w ith a six-foot g lobe with 
hands clasped about it. The youth 
standi ng around the globe dressed in 
costu mes from various nations around 
the world. The nags of the nations were 
displayed around the edge of the float. 
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The Brazilian nag was given to the 
church for missionaries, Dick and Beth 
Rabenhorst. (Alice Leischer, reporter.) 

T he Iowa Associa­
tion o f the North American Bapt ist 
Conference consisting of I~ churches 
convened in Aplington Bap11st Church 
September 8-11. A pproximately 180 
were in a tt endance. 

A spirit of love and unity prevailed 
th ro ughout the meetings. centere~ 
around the theme: "To Be Like Jesus. 
The Rev. Phyl Putz, moderator, pre­
sided. The Fai th Baptist Church of 
Roc k Rapids was welcomed int o the 

A~sociation. . . 
The Rev. Ha rold Lang, J os, N1ge~1a, 

challenged the audience at the opcmng 
missionary rall y. On Friday . following a 
message by the Rev. J ohn B111dcr, ccre­
tary of ~1ewardship and commu111 ca-
1ions, rhe Conference highlights were 

presented by the Rev. Milton Zeeb, 
South Central A rea secretary, the Rev. 
Dennis Dewey, alternate General Coun-
cil representative, and Rev. Binder. . 

The Rev. and Mrs. H arold Lang, mis­
sionaries to Cameroon, presented the 
mission work . Dr. Lee MacDonald, 
N .A .B. Seminary, gave three inspiring 
messages on the theme: "The Impera­
tives of the Call of Christ." Other 
speeches were given by the Rev. John 
Binder during the Men's Fellowship lun­
cheon, Mrs. Harold Lang at the 
women's luncheon, the Rev. Harold 
Lang and Dr. Lee MacDonald at the 
youth picnic , and Dr. Lee MacDonald 
at the association banquet. 

Sunday marked the closing day of an 
inspiring and profitable weekend with 
the Rev . Harold Lang speaking 10 the 
Adult Department of the Sunday school, 
Mrs . H arold Lang to the Primary and 
Junior Departments and the Rev. Mil­
ton Zeeb speaking at the morning wor­
ship service. (Gladys Willeke, reporter .) 

Under the canopy of a 
beautiful star-studded June evening, 
nine people made history as they be­
came the first to participate in a bap­
tismal service at T hunderbird Baptist 
Church . Actually they were all baptized 
in a private swimming pool because the 
Church has no facility of its own. In­
cluded in this number were two couples. 

During the summer months we had 
regular family swim nights and patio 
parties to help in our outreach. This 
allows us 10 introduce new families to 
our peo::ile . In July we had 53 people at­
tend our Pool-Patio Party, with several 
new families as our special guests. 

At our recent business meeting, we 
elected new officers and formed several 
of our church boards . We are in the 
process of studying plans ~or o~r first 
building, hopefully to begm this fall. 
The Rev. Lanny Johnson is the pastor. 

Sixty mothers and 
grandmothers from Strassburg Baptist 
Church were guests for a salad supper 
and a t\lother' s Day program given by 
the Strassburg Kings' Daughters . 

The Strassburg W .M.S . held 1heir an­
nual missionary program and honored 
all the fathers of the church the same 
evening with a program by "God's Mes­
sengers" from Hillsboro, KS. The offer­
ing for the evening was over $ 1,000. 

T he Strassburg B.Y.F. was in charge 
of the Sunday evening church service on 
June 30. Gene Pr ice from a New ton 
radio station presented the program . 

Emmanuel Baptist and Strassburg 
Ba ptist Churches held a combined Sun­
day evening service at Strassburg Bap11st 

Church July 8 . 

Pastor Lester Buenning served two 
churches, Emmanuel Baptist and Strass­
burg Baptist, for five weeks due to the 
illness of their pastor, the Rev. Oliver 
Ringering. (Mrs. Jacob Stenzel, re­
porter.) 

f..I < r T he Calvary 
Baptist Church had a baptismal service 
September 18 at which time three were 
baptized. These plus four more (pic­
tured) were welcomed into our church 

membership at a communion service. 
The Rev. G . Rauser of Lodi held meet­
ings here, at which time we received ric.h 
blessings. The Rev. Frank Unruh is 
pastor of the church . (Mrs . F. G . Helm, 

reporter.) 

I I 't Every fifth Sunday of a 
month a program o f music is presented 
at the Ashley Baptist Church . On July 
3 1 the Men's Chorus sang. The Rev. 
and Mrs. Allan Gerber and family pre­
sented vocal and instrumental selections. 

On August 7, following the Sunday 
school picnic, a program of instrumen­
tal and vocal music was presented by 
the Floyd Roehl family of New Leipzig, 
ND . (Mrs. Carl Fi>cher, reporter.) 

On June 12, following 
the evening church service, a farewell 
gathering was held in the fellowship 
room for the Rev. Paul Siewert and his 
family . After a fruitful ministry at F irst 
Baptist, they arc now serving a Baptist 
church in Rochester, MN . (Inez Rhone, 
reporter.) 

"Operation Lend-a-
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hand" . . . Posters on the walls, bulletin 
notices, word of mouth and even a 
"western" booth in the lobby remind 
the people of the need for workers in 
the Christian education ministry of 
Brentview Baptist Church. This includes 
the School of Christian Learning (SCL) 
or Sunday school, all youth clubs and 
groups and music ministry. As a result 
of this drive, many "new" workers arc 
volumeering a long with the old faith­
fuls . A is true in all churches, we knm\ 
if each mcmber-adhcrant accepted one 
re ponsibili ty in the church' m1mst r) , 
there would be no shortage of worker~ . 
(Linda Ohlhauser, reporter.) 
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Is Jesus 
the Son of God? 

by Adolph Braun 

Seven prominent Britis h theologians 
have collaborated in writing a new book 
called, The Myth of God Incarnate, in 
which they sta te that Jesus never 
claimed to be the Son o f God but was 
promoted to that status by pagan and 
other influences on early Chris ti ans . Ac­
cording to the July issue of C hristianity 
Today, "the book st irred up the worst 
theological fuss in Bri tian since 1963 ." 

Their charge is not new, for men have 
denied the deity of Jesus Chris t from 
the beginning. These Britis h clergymen 
obviously believe old skeptical wri tings 
instead of the Word o f God. 

The Bible has so many references to 
Jesus as the Son of God, that I sha ll 
choose onl y a few, (for there is no book 
about J esus more a uthent ic than the Bi­
ble) . J ohn the Baptist said, "I bear 
record that this is the Son of God" 
(John I :34). The Fathe r testified the 
same in Matt. 3:I7 & 17:5. Most im­
portantly, for this cause, Jesus s poke of 
himself as the "Son of God" (Jn. 3: I6 
& I 8; 4:25-26; 9:35-38; 10:36). He even 
confi rmed th is when he was on trial 
before Caiaphas the high priest. 
Caiaphas demanded, "Tell us whether 
thou be Christ, the Son of God," a nd 
Jesus replied, "Thou hast said" (Matt. 
26:63-65) . Because of that statement, 
the high priest accused Jesus of blas­
phemy, so there was no doubt in hi s 
mind about who Jesus claimed to be. 

Peter and the other apostles recog­
nized Jesus as the Son of God: "We 
believe and a re sure that thou art that 
Christ, the Son of the li ving God" (J n. 
6:69, a lso Matt. 14 :3I-33, 16: 16). 

Even the demons testified that J esus 
was the Son (Lu . 4 :34, 41) . The 
mockers at the cross of Jesus, cried, 
" He said , I am the Son of God" (Ma11 . 
27:43). The Centurion also testified , 
"Truly, this was the Son of God " 
(Matt. 27 :54). 

The Apos tle John s tated most clearly 

(Continued on page 29) 

The Rev. Adolph Braun is the pastor of 
Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA . 
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WASHI NGTON-Speakers from Ar­
gentina, Sweden, Venezuela and the 
United States have been added to the al­
ready impressive lis t of program per­
sonnel for the Second Wor ld Conference 
of Baptist Men, meeting at Indianapolis, 
Indiana, USA, April 5-9, 1978. 

The new additions are: Erling Odde­
stad, a businessman in Stockholm , Swe­
den, outstanding Baptist lay leader, and 
president o f the Swedish Baptis t Un ion; 
Samuel Prato G . , a professional engi­
neer in Caracas, Venezuela, who is 
president of the Pan American Union of 
Bapti st Men, and a vice president o f the 
Men's Department of the Baptist World 
Alliance; N. A ldo Brado, a long-time 
lay leader of the Argentine Baptist Con­
vention, who was recently named direc­
tor of the Baptis t Spanish Publishing 
Ho use at El Paso, Texas, USA . 

Other speakers , p re viou sly an­
nounced, will include Jerry Clower, a 
C hr istia n comedian; Dr. Gardner C . 
Taylor, Dr. John W. Williams , Dr . Dale 
Moody , Dr. Gera ld Bo rchert , Dr. Rob­
ert C . Campbell, Dr. C . Ronald Gould­
ing, a nd David Y. K. Wong, president 
of the Baptist World Alliance. 

"This meet ing wil l trai n Baptist peo­
ple to their responsibi li ty to carry the 
gospel to some three bi llion unchurched 
people around the world, " accord ing to 
Stephen S. Steeves, Mo ncton, N B, Can­
ada, pres ident of the Men 's Departm ent 
of the Bapt ist World All iance. "Our 
program at Indianapolis wi ll seek to 
give trai ning a nd motivate delegates for 
committed service. '' 

C hurches, a ssocia tions and s tate or­
ganizations within the United Sta tes are 
being encouraged to arrange specia l 
tours to the meeting . Requests for regi s­
tra t ion forms a nd housing information 
sho uld be addressed to BWA M en's De­
part ment, 1628 Sixteenth Street, N.W ., 
Washing ton, D.C. 20009 . 
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AR LI NGTON, Va . (BP)- "Under­
sta nd ing within the Baptist fa mil y in 
Nort h Amer ica took a giant step for­
ward" at the 13th a nnua l meeting of the 
Nort h American Baptist Fellowship 
(NABF) here, was an eva luat io n made 
by Carl W . Tille r, NABF secretary and 
an assoc iate secretary o f the Baptist 
World A llia nce (BWA). T he NABF, a 
voluntary associat io n o f nine Bapt ist 
convenuons a nd conferences in the 
United S tates , Canada, and Mex ico, op­
erates as a BWA commitlee. 

A two-year effort at ob ta ini ng an in­
depth acqua intance with the NABF af­
fi liates was successfully co ncluded as the 
general commit tee, with the guida nce o f 
Baptist history professor, C . C . G oen , 
probed the beliefs a nd pract ices of the 
Progressive Natio na l Bapti st Conven­
tion, Inc . , the Nat ional Baptist Conven­
tion of Mexico , the North American 
Baptis t C o nference, and the General 
Association of Genera l Baptis ts. A sim­
ilar explorat ion of fou r other Baptist 
bodies took place at the 1976 meet ings . 

Works hops permitted leaders in va ri­
ous funct iona l areas o f chu rch work to 
get better acquain ted with each ot her 
and with each convent ion's work . The 
discussion focus this year fell o n Chris­
tian ethics , communica tions, evangelism 
and education, missions adm inistra tion, 
and s tewards hi p development. 

Eleanore Schnurr , BW A volunteer 
representati ve in New York fo r liaiso n 
with the United Nations , told of her 
work and of the recognition accorded 
by the U .N . to BWA statements on such 
issues as human rights a nd relig io us 
tolerance. 

RAPll~l'OiT-''1> HlR 
Ill \f.\' Rl<·i t'" Al I '.\110''· 
'A\"IHJCP ·\ 

WASHINGTON-Representa tives of 
major Bapt ist bodies in America 
strongly supported " hu man rights" 
throughout the world during the sem i­
ann ual meet ing of the Bapt ist Joint 
C ommiuee on Public Affairs here . 

After hearing a report on the Helsinki 
Accord, signed by 35 natio ns, a nd a ntic­
i~ating the assembly of signatory na­
uons at Belgrade for implementat ion of 
the H elsinki Final Act , the Baptist Join t 
Commiuee renewed its stand for human 
right s. They vo ted " that we affirm our 
stro ng beli ef that all nations which a re 
signato ries to the Helsi nki Accord 
should seek to show in every way poss i­
ble respect for human rights and fun­
damenta l freedoms, including the free­
do1!1 of thought, conscience, relig ion o r 
belief." • 

Dr. J a mes E. Wood J r . , execut ive d i­
rector, Ba ptis t Jo int Comm ittee said 
"We must not fa il now or in the future 
to ident ify ourselves with the cause of 
human righ ts for a ll persons every­
where . " 

The Commiuee a lso expressed alarm 
at the threats to religious libert y and to 
human rights in the Uni ted States if 
forces to ca ll a constitutional conventi on 
to amend the U.S . Cons titu tio n are suc­
cessful, and voted fo r its staff 10 rev iew 
concerns involving huma n right s in such 
a cons ti tut io na l co nvention . J ohn W . 
Ba ker, d irector of research services fo r 
the Commiuee sa id , " I don't think tha t 

(Continued on page 31) 
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The Rev. Robert Lennick has ac­
cep ted the pasto rate of the Idaho Falls, 
ID, Church Extension project effect ive 
Nov. I, 1977 . M r. Lennick was formerly 
an N.A .B. missiona ry to Cameroon . 

• The Rev. Ario Grenz became the 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Bison, 
KS, o n October 5. H e previously was 
min ister of Christian educat ion and 
mus ic at Pineland Bapti st Church, Bur­
lington , ON , since 1975. 

• Mr. Richard Fox res igned as director 
of youth, Sunkist Baptist Church, Ana­
heim , CA, and accepted a posit ion with 
Memorial Baptis t Church , Fresno, CA, 
on July I, 1977 . 

• Dr. Stephen Brach/ow has been ap­
poi nted as assistant professor of Church 
Heritage and Historica l Theology at the 
North American Baptist Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, SD, effective Februa ry 
1978 . H e is completing his studies at 
Oxford Univers ity, England. 

• The Rev. S . Hoppe accepted the 
pastorate o f German Bapti st Mission 
Church, Winnipeg, MB, effective Janu­
ary I, 1978 . H e has served as pastor of 
Faith Baptist Church , Vernon, BC, 
since 1971. 

• T he new Englewood, Colorado, 
Church Extension project is named 
Walnw Hills Baptist Church. The Rev. 
Gordon Voegele is the pastor. 

2,445 DECISIONS 
(Continued from page I 3) 
The Kaisers took part in the 300 voice 
Crusade choir. Gary and Colleen Oster­
cam p were ab le to come from Caxias do 
Sul to attend one night during the 
crusade. 

The Crusade took place in the G igan­
tinho ("lit tle giant") , a large sports 
arena which seats about 15,000 . A tten­
dance averaged 8,000 per nigh t and 
there were 2,445 d ecisions fo r C hrist in 
the five days . A follow-up program has 
been organized . Dick Rabenhorst and 
Richard Kaiser, who were counselors 
during the Crusade, are in volved in th is 
follow-up work . 

Praise the Lord fo r the fruits of this 
labor! A lso pray with us that these who 
have made decisions for C hrist will now 
grow in their new life . [ 1 

SEEI NG GOD 
(Continued from page I 3) 
ST U D IES-Establi s h ing stud ies in 
homes on an ind ividual or group basis . 

The last week in Ju l) 11 a~ e~peciall) 
exciting for m . We held ~c1 ·en bac~yard 

• Metropolitan Baptist Church is the 
name chosen for the new church exten­
sion work in South Fargo, ND. The 
Rev. Ted Keck is the pastor. 

• The Rev. and Mrs. Ed Oster as­
sumed the responsibi lity of superinten­
dent of buildings at the North American 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, on 
O ct. I , 1977. Rev. Oster had served as 
pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Gackle, 
N D, since 1973 . 

• Faith Baptist Church of Rock Rap­
ids, IA , was received into the Iowa 
Association, Sept. I , 1977 , at its annual 
sessions. The Rev. Reuben Grueneich is 
pastor. 

• The Rev. Edward Steinhart resigned 
as assistan t pastor, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Ml, effective Sept. 30, 1977, 
and became the assistant pastor of an 
independent Bapt ist Church in Pont iac, 
M l. 

• Mr. Dan Van Gerpe11 is the director 
o f church minis tries at Bethel Church, 
Missou la, MT. H e previously served at 
First Baptist Church, Emery, SD . 

• Mr. Reid Galbraith, minister of 
Christian education and youth at First 
Baptist Church, Elk Grove, CA, has re­
signed from that position and returned 
to North American Baptist College, Ed­
monton, AB, to continue his educa tion . 

Bible clubs for children ages 4-1 2 years 
with a total of 80-90 children invo lved . 
The enthusiasm of these child ren and 
thei r smiling faces were encouraging to 
us. The chi ld ren became excellent doo r­
openers into their homes . Upon making 
recalls on these children , we fou nd 
many prospects for a Sunday school. 

As the summer progressed, we be­
came invol ved in indi vid ua l Bible studies 
throughout the community . I t was 
amazing how qu ick ly these people 
opened up and shared their lives w ith 
us . To be able to study the Bible and 
pray together was a very meaningful ex­
perience. Other people made com mit ­
ments lo involvement in group Bible 
studies in the fall. 

Because of the posi t ive responses, a 
Sunday school and adult Bible study 
began September 11 in a school in the 
com muni ty. T o cont inue the m inistry of 
outreach sta rted in Southclale, there 
must be people who wil l commit them­
sell e to prayer support and time in­
l'Oil ement in the Sunday chool and 
Bible st ud y. People from the North 

• The Rev. Frederick Sweet was or­
dained into the Christian minist ry on 
Sept. 17, 1977, by Calvary Baptist 
Church , Tacoma, WA . Mr. Sweet is 
minister of Christ ian education at Cal­
vary Baptist Church. 

• Fellowship Bible Church, Kalama­
zoo, Ml, the Rev. Larry Messer, pastor; 
Southside Baptist Temple, the Rev. Ron 
Heisler, pastor; and Grace Baptist Tem­
ple, Upper Sandusky, OH, the Dr. 
James Reidling, pastor, were approved 
as Church Extension projects a t the 
Church Extension Board meeting, Sep­
tember 23-24. These churches are being 
recommended by the Michigan Associa­
tion and the Penn-Ohio Association 
church recognition counci ls respectively , 
to be accepted into the associations a t 
the annual meetings in I978 . Other 
projects approved by the Church Exten­
sion Board are to be located in Bran­
don, SD; Middle Island, N Y; Southdale, 
Winnipeg, MB; and Gille/le, WY. 

• The Rev. Kendall M ercer begins his 
minis~ry as pastor of West Side Baptist 
Church, Beatrice, NE, in December, 
1977 . He had been pastor of First Bap­
tist Church, Mc Laughlin, SD, since 
1971 . 

• Mr. Gerald Froese is the new pastor 
at Onoway Baptist C hurch, Onoway, 
AB, as of Sept. II , 1977 . 

American Baptist churches in W innipeg 
are presently involved in this work . 

With the contacts that have been 
made, the concept of a local church in 
Southdale has become a reality . We feel 
the only direct ion to go now is forward ! 
We look forward with a vision in fa it h 
of establishing a witness for J esus 
Christ in Sou thdale! D 

IS JESUS THE SON OF GOD? 
(Co11tinued from page 28) 
that those who deny that Jesus is the 
Christ , the Son of God have the spirit 
of anti -Christ (I John 4:2-3, 15) . John 
wrote the Gospel, "that ye migh t believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the So11 of God: 
and that believing ye might have life 
through his name" (Jn . 20 :30-31 ). 

Phi lip Schaff wrote a book, The Per­
son of Christ, in which he gives quotes 
of many outstanding personali ties o f 
history who were convinced that Jesu~ 
was the Son of God . Do you choo se t , 
believe the "theologians" (??) or TH~ 
WORD OF GOD? [1 
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Olist is born today 
"Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart and soul a nd voice! 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
News! News! Jesus Christ is born to­
day . . . " 

This jubilant exclamat ion is the begin­
ning of the mediaeval Latin carol, "In 
dulci jubilo," which has found its way 
into most of the American homes, since 
John M . Neale translated it into Engl ish 
a century ago. T he music is a 14th cen­
tury German melody. Already then 
many of the European nati ons had 
translated thi s carol into their own 
languages a nd were singing it in 
churches and in their houses: "Christ is 
born today! C hrist is born today!" 

Also th is year uncounted many people 
all over the world will make the same 
profession of fa ith, "Christ is born 
today!" There will be pageants a nd 
plays, showing Baby-Jesus in the crib 
and Mary and Joseph in their first joy 
of parenthood. 

But was Christ really born "today"? 
Do our children hea r the tru th when 

we tell them that on Christmas Day 
C hrist "will be born" as a baby, a nd 
when our songs a nd actio ns seem to be 
geared to a bi rthday party for an in­
fant? 

A concerned theologian has, in fact, 
pointed out that the travesty of C hrist­
mas is not Santa Claus but a birthday 
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party, where the 33-year-old . honoree is 
obliged to come dressed in nursery 
clothes. 

Children, o f course, rela te easil y w 
the helpless , homeless Baby, but there 1s 
the question as to whether it is not p~rt 
of the o bligation o f us parents to in­
t rod uce Jes us C hrist at the same t ime as 
the King of Kings , as the fully grown-u p 
Son of God, who is making some very 
clear demands o n their and our li ves . 
Emphasizing the infancy of Jesus, and 
only that, to m e looks li ke a n. insidious 
way of avoiding mature com mttments to 
a full grown Deity. 

I remember how my father, a Baptist 
minister, never fai led to combine with 
the narration of C hris t' s birth a lso those 
New Testamen t passages which depict 
Jesus as the om nipotent world ruler , sit­
ti ng at the right hand of G od . We loved 
to sing the old C hristmas carols of 
Christ in the manger, surrounded by 
"ox and ass before H im bow." But at 
the end of each C hristmas celebration, 
both at church and in our o wn home, 
my fat her would direct our thoughts to 
the C hrist a t the C ross, to his resurrec­
tion and ascensio n, to the fact that he is 
the King of Kings. This emphasis never 
reduced my joy over the newborn Ki ng . 
On the contrary, I rejoiced even more 
when I tried to comprehend that thi s lit­
tle Baby Jesus was at the same time the 
King before whom at one time in future 
every knee would bow and every tongue 
would confess that Jesus C hrist is Lo rd . 
This pictu re of every human bowed be­
fore Jesus C hrist meant more to me 
than the bowing of ox a nd ass a t the 
manger. 

Fortuna tely there are enough C hrist­
mas carols tha t sing o f C hrist as both 
the Babe and the King. Even the un­
known mediaeval master must have had 
the whole mi nistry o f Christ in mind, 
beca use in the last stanza he proclaims: 
"Good C hristian men, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye need no t fea r the grave: 
Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ was born to 

save. 
Calls you o ne, a nd ca lls you a ll, 
To gain His everlasting ha ll. 
C hrist was born to save, 
C hrist was born to save !" 

A li u le gir l came runni ng to her 

Dear Editor: 
Send me one more year of your Baptist 
Hera ld . I think your magazine is ex­
cellent for spiritual growth and for 
keeping me in formed as to happeni ngs 
withi n the N.A.B. Jesus lives in my 
heart now beca use o f your Extens ion 
work in Renton, WA, 1he Sierra Height s 
Baptist C hurch . 

ther o n Christmas Day, in each hand 
mo . ·11 . 
a lollipop. " These candies I w1 give to 
Baby-Jesus when he has become a ht1le 
bi t older." Is this just an mnocent 
misunderstanding? When the magi from 
the East came to pay their respec t to 
Jesus the King o f the Jews as they 
thou~ht , they brought _gifts worthy of 
and usually given to a king. 

About 2000 years ago, when Christ 
truly was born , "suddenly a grea.t army 
of heaven's angels appeared with the 
a ngel, singing praises to God, 
'Glory to God in the highest heaven , 
and peace on earth to those with 
whom he is pleased'.'' 
(Luke 2: 13- 14, Good News translat io n). 

The angels knew Jesus. Thus they did 
not waste any time in praising him as 
the sweet baby , they rather rejoiced that 
Christ had visibly begun his work o f 
redemption and salvation amo~g men. 

It is Christmas season again. There 
will be much singing and celebrat ing. As 
Christians we have so much more rea­
son to take the lead in praising God, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy S pi rit, 
especially during these days. And the 
mediaeva l composer shall guide us with 
his instruction: 
"Good Christ ia n men, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Joy! Joy! Jesus C hris t was born for 

this . 
He hath opened the heavenly door, 
And man is blessed fo r evermore. 
Christ was born for this, 
Chris t was born for this!" RJK D 

THAN K YOU 

The many get-well cards, le tters , 
flowers and phone calls which I 
received during m y hospi tal stay 
in Sioux Falls , SD, and dur ing the 
days of recovery at ho me were 
much appreciated. Your kind 
words of encouragem ent, the as­
s urance of your prayers and t he 
comfort from God's Word helpe d 
me throu gh the d a ys of critical 
illness. Thank you very much to 
each a n d everyone . 
Yo ur g ra teful ed ito r, 

Reinho ld J . Ke rstan 

"----

Just retu rned from a visit to my first 
church fam ily and Pastor GerlitL, and, 
my, how they 've grown! /\ beautiful 
church body glorifying th e Father, 
through the Son . 

Because o f my move to Ariwna, I be· 
long to a Conservat ive Baptis t Church 
here. - Maude J . Cus hman, 

Qua rt 1~ite, AZ 

' 

JOHN ADAM of Minnc:ipolis. MN. " as born Oct. 10. 
1900. and died Aug. JO. 1977. a1 1hc age of 76 years. lie 
came from Europe 35 a young man. Soon aflcr coming 10 
~1inncapohs he "as baptized and became a member or Fahh 
Uap1is1 C hurch in 1923. where he remained a fait hru l sup­
porter until the time of his death. He married Esther 
sieinfc:ld on Sept. -1, 1926. He is suf"hcd by his "ifc. 
Esther: son and daugluer-in-law, John and Millie Adam: 
daughte r and son·in-law. Doris and D r. Peter Fehr: 8 grand­
children. 2 great -grandchildren, 3 bro1hers and I sister. Pa~-
1or A llan Strohschein orticia1cd at 1hc funeral sen ice held 
Sept. 2. 1977. 

LYDIA BOLLINGER. 68. of linion. ND, "as born Sep!. 
16. 1908. and died Aug. 12. 1977. She rccei'C:d Chriil as 
Sa\lor a1 1hc age of 12 and was baptized June 12. 1921 , 
rccc1' ing membership in First Baplist Church and 3ttending 
faithfu lly until her death. She married Ed"ard Bollinger on 
Ma)' 22, 1931. She is sunh·ed by one daughter. four grand­
children, one great· grandchild, one sister and one brother. 
Scr,iccs "ere held Aug. 16. 1977, a1 First Baptist Church, 
Linton. ND. "ith the Re' . Clyde Z1mbclman officiaung. 

LENA SIEUR/\NDS. age 6J, d ied Aug. JI , 1977. al her 
home in AplinglOn, IA. She \1.3.S born the daughter of 
George and EliL3bclh J anssen Engelkes, Nm. J. 191J. near 
Roe~ Rapids, IA. On Oc1ober 12, 19J8, Lena married Alben 
Sicbrands. They lived in 1he Parkersburg and Apling1on 
area . She confessed ChriSI early in life. was bap1i1ed on Feb. 
9. 1958, and became a member of the Apling1on llap1ist 
Church. f\1rs. Siebrands is sur\'i \'ed by her son, Dalen, 
W3\-crly : a daughlcr. ~! rs. Richard (Dalene) Tjabring, 1\ p· 
lington: two sisters: Mrs. Vernon (Jessie) J ohnson, and 1\ 1 r~. 
Martha Sl~ue r; one brother, J o hn Engelkes: S grandchildren: 
and her 11101her. Mrs. Elizabeth Engelkes. Funeral scr\' iccs 
\\Cre conducted September J, " ilh the Re\ . Donald Pa1c1. 
officiating . 

COLORADO 
(Co11ti1111edfro111page11) 

Two weeks after the group returned 
ho me, they were as ked again about the 
trip. Some comments were: " I 'II never 
forget it! 1 t 's hard to describe how I feel 
. . . it was just great! The best thing 
I've ever been on . . . it was great, in 
more ways than one! I would defini tely 
advise anyone to go on th is sort of a 
trip! We got to know J oe, and he was 
neat ! What really impressed me was the 
'oneness' in our church as the people 
helped us in so many di fferent ways and 
were behind us . This verse in Phil ip­
pians 2:2 LNT 'working together with 
one heart and mind and purpose' sums 
up what l mean." 

The result s of thi s tour? On ly time 
and eternity will reveal the an wer to 
this question. As a church, our prayer 
would be to see our young people con­
tinue with this same enthusiasm through 
the coming years as they share Christ, 
as they "keep on s ingin ' ,'' and as they 
seek God's guidance in all decisions . 

As to the efforts put forth in the 10 
days ofCl\ll t\I E, we read in Isaiah 55:11 
' ·so a l o is m y \Vorel. l ~encl it out and 
it a lways produces fru it . I t shall ac­
complish a ll I wan t it to and prosper 

everyw here I send it." (LB) 

~'a-"' born Aug . 27, 1922, in 
ch ildren born 10 llenjam111 
·ptcd Chnst :it the 3£C of 1-1 
I 9J6. She had many lr)ing 
coniinucd to 1cs1ir)· of her 

rough her singing. On Feb. -1, 1949, 

sh~ married Gerhard Neumann. God blessed 1hcir happy life 
iognhcr "ilh '"o children. Reinhard and Barbara. The)' 
m01ed 1o Canada in 1951 and joined Central Bap11s1 
Church Edmon1on. Claudia was acti' c 1hroughou1 the )"e:irs 
singing 

0

for God's glor)". 1eaching a Sunday school class, in 
1hc \\'omen"s ~hssionar)' Sociny. and in charge of Ceniral 
llap1isi"s no"cr commincc. She died Aug. 28. 1977. She " 
sunl\cd by her husband. Gerhard; '"o chi ldren, Reinhard 
and Barbara: o ne brothe r, George, and four sisters: Halia 
1-lohcnscc, Erika ;-\debahr. and MargarC1 and Rim Selinger. 
The Re". Gera ld Schee l officiated at the runeral sen ice. 

MARTHA SAUER was born Nov. 9. 1894, 10 1hc Gonlicb 
Hcct..ens a1 RoLyszczc Russia. and died Sept. 8, 1977. a t the 
age of 82 years. In 19 14 she was united in marriage to 
Eduard Heinr ich, '' ho preceded her in dea1h in 1923. In 
192~ she married Adolph Sauer. who preceded her in dc:ith 
in 1970. as well a.s a son in childhood. In 1911 , she accepicd 
Chn~I as her Sa,ior, was baptized, a nd became 3 member of 
the Rol)"UCLc church. In 1928 she mo' ed to Canada and set· 
tied in Leduc area, 1hen 10 Camrosc, AB. Jn 1937 1hcy came 
10 51. Joseph. She "as a fai thful member of the church here 
unul 1hc time or her dea1h. She lca,·e.s 10 mourn her pa~sing. 
one son. Leo Sauer, and his wife: three granddaugh1ers. one 
brother, Edmund l-kdcn: mo sisters . Therese Feigc and 
Mary SpnzLe: aud many other relathcs and fnends. The 
funeral scr' ice "as held Scpl. IO. T he Re'. Oscar Fritzl..e of· 
ficia1ed. 

MRS. CLARENCE (MALLIE) SCHMIDT was born March 
2, 1899. 31 ,\dmire and died Aug. 14, 1977. a1 Grea1 Bend, 
KS. She married Clarence Schmid! April 20. 1920. a1 
Che1opa. KS. Survi,ors include her husband; 2 sons: Joe of 
Ventura, CA , and Jack of Lawrence. KS: one daughter, 
Mrs. P hyllis Minnick, Eric, PA : one broiher, Roscoe Bell: 
1wo siste rs: Vera Seek and Mrs. Lillian Smith: nine grand· 
children and 4 great.grandchildren. She was a member or 
Firs1 Oap1is1 Church, Lorraine, KS. The Rev. Don M oor o r­
ficia1cd at the funeral. 

We have a great God and we give to 
Him all the praise and glory! 0 

NEWS& VIEWS 
(Co11ti1111edfro111page28) 
the Bill of Rights and separation of 
church and s tate would have a ghost of 
a chance in a new constitutional conven­
tion. " 

In anot her action, the Commiuee re­
jected a proposal to investigate possib le 
legal action against President Carter for 
the appointment of a personal represen­
tative to the Vatican, but expressed it s 
opposi tion to the appointment. 

The Baptist Joint Comm iuce is an 
agency maintained in the nation' s cap­
ital by nine Baptist bodies in the United 
States and Canada. 

HEADED SO UTH? 

You are welcome at 
Central Va lley Baptist Church 

(NAB). 
Main and Scobey Ave. 

Donna, Texas 

Sunday School: 9:30 AM 
Sunday wo rshi p service: 10:30 AM 
Sunday evening service: 7:00 PM 
W ed nesday: 7:45 PM 

ADOLF SCHRADER, 90, York1on, SK. died Aug. 26, 1977. 
l ie \\35 born in Wolhy nien, Pol:ind, f\'1ay 22, 1887. A fter 
scrvin G 111 1hc Russian army for three yc:irs he came 10 
Canada 111 1913. Jn 1921 he married Magdalena FinL. who 
died in 1973. He was bapiized and joined 1he Fonehill Bap. 
11s1 Church in 1931. In 19-iS he mo"cd to York1on and 
joined the Central Bap1ist Church. He held offices in 1hc 
Sundar school and Church and was made honorary deacon. 
He is sun i1 ed by one son. 1wo daugh1ers, and sc:1 en grand· 
children. The memorial scn·icc was held Aug. 29. 1977: the 
Rei. Morley Schuhz officiaied. 

IDA BEHLEN, 85. born J uly 24. 1891. in Columbus. NE. 
died Jul)' 8. 1977. In her early you1h she became a ChriSlian. 
"as baptized Aug. 13. 1905, and received in10 1he fellowsh ip 
of Shell Creek Bap1is1 Church. She was a fa i1hful member 
until her decease:, and a former member of 1hc Women's 
f\1i.ss ionnry Society . She was married 10 Gus Behlen, f\1arch 
4, 1910. To this union were born 1hrcc sons. Her husband 
preceded her in deaih Oe1. 27. 1942. She is survived by J 
sons: Elmer, Loren and George. a ll or Columbus: 6 grand· 
children and 10 grca1-grandchildren. The Rev. Wm. Effa of· 
ficiaicd al 1he funeral service, July 11. 1977. 

JOHN LANG. born in Soulhey. SI<. February 1919, died 
Jul )" 16. 1977. He acccp1ed ChriSl. was bapuzed and joined 
1he Sou1hcy Bap1iS1 Church. There he was fai1hful un10 
death "serving his Lord a.s Sunday school superintendent . 
teacher. deacon and church moderator. He is surYhcd by his 
\lolfc, Grace; 1hrc-e daughtCTs: Mrs. Llo)·d Sauer (Janel ). Mrs. 
Ray Scuuer (Marilyn). Mrs. Larry Manz (Kathy); t"o sons: 
Kennelh and Da,id: fi,e brothers: Carl. Jake, Alben, Ernest 
and \\"ahcr; one sister (Ann). Mrs. John Wolgemu1h; and 
t"el\'e grandchildren. The Re\. Robert J. Reid and the Re, . 
Len Penner officia1ed a 1 the service. 

PH ILIP F. SPILLANE was born in Nm Bruns" ick. NJ , on 
June 1• . 1942. and died Sep1. 2J. 1977. Phihp was a member 
of f irst Baptist Church. Jamesburg. He was also a member 
of the Chris1ian Businessmen's Committee of the Rnri1a 11 
Valle )' Associa1ion. Philip was a ~larinc Corp Veteran who 
served in Vie1nam. H e is survived by his wife, Rose Marie: a 
son. P h il ip , Jr., and a daughte r, Shannon Leigh: his parcntS, 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. Spillane. Monroe, NJ and a brother. 
James Damel. 

CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL!!!! 

Give yourself the g ift of your 
dreams . . . . a comple te p iano 
course based on the o ld hymn 
tunes . If you can 't afford expen­
sive lessons, this is for you ! Now 
it is possible to p lay hymns from 
your very first piano lesson! You 
will receive five books and five 
cassette tapes (a reg u lar $49.00 
va lue) for t he CHRISTMAS SPE· 
CIAL of only $30.00! ! ! ! Am aze 
your friends by playing hymns 
on ly a few short weeks from now. 
YOU CAN PLAY HYMNS THE 
DAY YOUR BOOKS ARRIV E! 
Dozens of beloved hymns plus 
hundreds of do llars worth of 
p rivate instruction for on ly 
$30.00! Order several for g ifts. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED . 
Order from: 
MARY JO MOORE, DEPT . BH , 
286 Poland Ave. , Struthers , Ohio 
44471. Ohio residents add 4 % 
sales tax, please. 
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Thanks be to God for a Savior, 

Christ the Lord. 

Thanks be to God for all 

who know and follow the Savior. 

Thanks be to God for committed ChristiaJ15 

whose prayers and gifts help to share tl1e gift Of God. 

We wish you a happy Christn1as and 

God's leading for the new year. 
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