


INVEST IN ETERNITY

Dr. Laura Reddig, missionary nurse in Cameroon
since 1938, has invested her life in overseas
missions.

Her investment demonstrates

our North American

Baptist commitment

to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ

throughout the world.

Missionary Laura Reddig with some splints in the physical

The pictures on this page illustrate therapy department.
how her and our investments are bearing much fruit.

Our investments are needed each year to make a continuing impact with the
gospel in ALL our overseas mission fields.

Daily soaks and dressings at Mbingo Baptist Hospital of feet
damaged by leprosy.

atients, each sandal custom
ccepted Christ as their per-
nd villages with the
od tidings ... who

These sandals are made in the physical therapy department of Mbingo Baptist Hospital for leprosy p
designed to protect the diseased feet from further injury. Many persons wearing these sandals have acce|
sonal Savior through the loving ministry of the hospital. The sandals have borne them home to their 1amllleS a
message of Christ's love and salvation. “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings go
publishes salvation .. ." (Isaiah 52:7).

Let’s increase our investment and returns by giving more this year to the
LAURA REDDIG EASTER MISSION OFFERING

All N.A.B. churches are asked to receive this offering each Easter season. Our goal for 1.977 is $200,000.
You may give through your local church or mail it directly to the North American Baptist Conference Inter-
national Office, 1 So. 210 Summit Avenue, Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, IL 60181.
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Evangelical
Giving
Often

A

Scandal

WHEATON, Ill.—‘“Some of the
poorest stewardship in all the world
is practiced by well-meaning evangel-
ical Christians,”” according to Dr.
Billy A. Melvin, executive director of
the National Association of Evangel-
icals. ‘““Bombarded by appeals via
radio, television, telephone, direct
mail and magazines, they give and
give with the false assumption that
every appeal made in Christ’s name
is legitimate and worthy of support.”

Melvin goes on to say that he be-
lieves good stewardship does not stop
with writing the check, but includes
the responsibility of making sure the
gift is given to a worthy organiza-
tion. “‘Good stewardship requires
giving only to organizations which
are fulfilling their announced objec-
tives. If this is not done, there will be
an ever increasing flow of funds to
unworthy organizations siphoning off
millions of dollars every year which
could be going to legitimate causes.’’
He cites cases where one organization
continued to raise funds for a project
long since completed and another
that used pictures not at all con-

nected with the organization. [
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Tw word “*hallmark’ means ““any mark or symbol of genu-
ineness of high quality.’’ In spite of the criticism leveled at the
church over the last decade, there is a ‘‘genuineness of high
quality”” about the church. In fact, the survival of the church
may well be classified as one of the great miracles of history.
In spite of rebuffs, criticism from withoyt and within, destruc-
tion of buildings, burning of Bibles, the lethargy of many of
its members—the church stands. Within it burns an undying
glre. The church survives today because she ministered yester-
ay.

The word “church” literally means <that which is the
Lord’s.” The word comes from the Greek ‘‘ekklesia’ which
means “‘to call out from,” i.e. called oy from the world unto
God. It has towered *‘over the wrecks of time " the wrecks of
nations and the wrecks of civilization, | m’essage has been

brought to freedom-loving people, to iron curtain countries, to

Dr. Frank Veninga is vice president of
nary, Philadelphia, PA, and the form, ;

. - e
Baptist Church, Aplington, IA, where h; ; ﬁ:o:e;{hﬁpégj:on
at the 100th anniversary in 1974. Dr., Ve, i =

ident of North American Baptist Seminqgnif; (;z;}{g;{;neg gres-

Eastern Baptist Semi-

potentates and kings, to educated and uneducated, to rich and
poor, to yellow, black and white for all are precious in his
sight.

Book after book and article after article and speaker after
speaker has criticized the church and spelled out rather vehe-
mently and vocally the afflictions of the Church. If we are
honest, we must admit that in the sixties there was a stillness
of life or a lack of vitality which gave it an air of stagnancy in
times of instability and insecurity. This caused the Rev. John
Stott of England to say, ‘“When the church has lost the au-
thentic Good News, people don’t want to accept a substitute.”
I believe the late Stanley Jones said, ““The distinction between
those inside the church and those outside is breaking down.
And mind you: if there is no outer difference between the
church and the world, there is no inner.”” Said the Waichman
Examiner in one of its issues, ““The outlook is a gloomy one.”
Several years ago an alumnus wrote to me stating, ‘‘the
churches of our nation are a mess.”” While all may not be
perfect, and at times the church has trailed rather than
pioneered or carried a triumphant flag, I continue to be a
strong believer in the church. The church has something to say
to the sociological changes and crises of our day, to the new
morality and sex crazed age, to the urbanization of society,

by Frank Veninga
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and to the corruption and immorality of our day. However, in
order to fulfill the obligations placed upon us—the church, we
need, as Helmut Thielicke has said, an authentic pulpit and a
responsible laity, as Elton Trueblood has indicated. We, as
those of the primitive church, must more wholeheartedly be-
long to the company of the committed. As such we realize that
it is not enough to make men and women decent and respect-
able but to win them to a total allegiance to God through com-
plete surrender to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

After thirty-three years in the Christian ministry, I remain
greatly indebted to a saintly professor, Dr. Otto Krueger, who
said in a closing session of one of our classes as seniors, *‘Re-
member, as you go into the church that the church is not an
entertainment hall, fashion hall, social club, a beauty shop to
primp one for the final trip to the other world, an instrument
of self-promotion, a marriage bureau or funeral home, but it
is the function of the church to make Christ and God known,
to preach the Gospel, to bring individuals into proper relation-
ship with God and his fellow men.”

THE CHURCH IS A SPIRITUAL CREATION
AND NOT A HUMAN ORGANIZATION

The church was founded by the swooping down of God’s
spirit into a group of people assembled in the city of Jeru-
salem, 50 days after the resurrection had taken place. The New
International Dictionary says, ‘‘The church is the collective
body of Christians; who are in spiritual union with Christ, ac-
knowledging him as their head; a spiritual society separated
from the world, opposed to the world.”” In other words, the
church is a spiritual creation and is directed by the spirit of the
Living God. It is more than a building, beautiful and func-
tional though it be; or an organization, smoothly and expertly
operated; or a collection of people, agreeable and gracious as
they can be. All of these may characterize a church, but they
are not in reality the church itself. Its history dates back to
Pentecost. The word *“‘church” is used more than 100 times in
the Bible. Thomas Jefferson said correctly, ‘“The church is the
inevitable and indestructible creation of Christ’s Spirit.”* So as
members of the church, we are members of a spiritual cre-
ation. “‘Christ dwells in our hearts by faith . . . we are rooted
and grounded in love . . . filled with the fulness of God,” says
Paul in writing to the Ephesians.

THE QUALITY OF LIFE IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN THE QUANTITY OF
MEMBERS

Jesus said, “‘I am come that they might have life, and h?.ve
it more abundantly;” for Jesus, people were always more im-
portant than property, budgets and buildings. The ecc!esias-
tical “‘numbers game'’ is not really Christian. Success is not
necessarily measured by bigness. There is no small church
unless the church fails to fulfill its mission. Statistical success
as measured by the secular world’s standards is neither the
goal nor the way for the church, which must ever be concerned
more with the quality of life than with the quantities of
members, and which was most truly itself when it numbered
only a handful constituting leaven in the lump of ancient soci-

ety- - . g,
Jesus always looked at individuals in terms of possibilities
saying “Thou art . . . thou shalt be.”’ He never met an unim-

portant person: the boy with the loaves and fishes, the woman
at the well, the tax collector, Nicodemus, a leader among

Jews, all were important to him. )
Bishop Hans Lilje of Germany stated it well when he spoke

of the essential ingredients for effectiveness in the Christian
church of every age: “‘Love, simplicity of faith and conviction,
readiness to sacrifice, including one's own life—these were the

categories with which the primitive church overcame the
world.”” May these never be lost to the church! Whether in the
inner city, in suburbia or in the rural countryside, the church
is without power unless its members have found quality of life
in Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church. That quality includes
redemption, honesty, integrity, sacrifice, courage, love, and
helping my neighbor and going the second mile. A shortage of
these qualities is more serious if not more detrimental than a
shortage of gas and oil. Human interests must always come
before material interests.

Too frequently the church is called an ““it.”” “‘It”’ is out-
moded; “‘it"" is irrelevant; *‘it"”’ is failing. The church is not an
“it;"’ but they, we, us, me, him, her, the people.

THE CHURCH IS BUILT UPON A SOLID
FOUNDATION
AND NOT UPON WAVERING AND
WITHERING DISCIPLES

This has been a hallmark from the moment of its creation.
The hymn writer says in a well-loved hymn, ‘““The Church’s
one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; She is His new cre-
ation by water and the Word.” Another hymn reads, ‘“The
Church our blest Redeemer saved with his own precious
blood;’” another, ‘“On the Rock of Ages Founded.” Paul, a
vigorous evangelist and the founder and inspirer of many
churches said, ““For other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ”” (1 Cor. 3:11).

The church was not built upon a wavering, wandering,
withering disciple or disciples. That is, not upon Paul, Apollos
or Cephas or even Peter. True, Jesus said to Peter “‘thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church” (Matt.
16:18). Peter was tempestuous, tempermental, inconsistent.
Certainly the church could not be built upon a pebble but
upon the Rock. The Christ, the Son of the living God, is the
foundation, the massive Rock on which the church is built.
Recall the bold affirmation of Peter, who in a moment of in-
spiration, revelation and illumination, said, ‘‘Thou art the
Christ the Son of the living God; twentieth century Christians
must evidence such rock-like faith.

We must demonstrate to a divided world, a sick society, and
revolutionary minds that the church has a solid base. The so-
called permanent stays of civilization have been broken; much
has cracked and crumbled. To such an age the essentials of
Christ’s life and teaching must be clearly stated. The church is
the voice of God to man. The voice must be the voice of con-
solation, confirmation, condemnation, emancipation and
reconciliation. That’s our task. It is not enough to make men
and women decent and respectable but to present unto them
that quality of life made possible only by our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, who does indeed ‘‘make all things new.”’ [ am of
the firm conviction that the church, built upon a solid founda-
tion, has the only adequate message to cure the magnatudinal
ills of our day. We are charged to lift the fallen, to cleanse the
vile, to heal the broken-hearted, yes, as the Lausanne Con-
ference on Evangelism so plainly said, ““To concern ourselves
with the whole man” —spiritually, socially, physically, ethi-
cally, morally. Man in his entirety. The church being built
upon a solid foundation can bring about this wholeness and
holiness in the name of the One who is the head of the church.

HALLMARKS OF THE CHURCH ACCORDING
TO THE YOUNG EVANGELICALS

Lastly, let me combine several hallmarks so vividly described
by Rich.ard Quebedeaux in ““The Young Evangelicals.” |f t;e
church is really to fulfill its mission, then the church must (1)

(Continued on page 31)
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On their day off God’s Volunteers took a trip to Washington. on their days off, as here in Steamboat Rock,

What is an ‘‘oatmeal-fig-peanut-butter-chocolate-
cheese-twist”” doing at a God’s Volunteers youth rally?
Indeed, what is an oatmeal-fig-peanut-butter-chocolate-
cheese-twist?! Tanell Gerloff and Scott MacDonald pre-
sent a skit, entitled ‘“The Tired Couple,”” in which the
flavor of this twist is questioned. They portray a married
couple who have become so involved in doing things
(Ceramics for the Savior, Bowling for Blessings . . .)
th.at they have lost sight of a close and vital relationship
»&jlth the Lord. Mike asks his wife, after a lengthy discus-
sion of all their activities planned for the week, “What
has happened to us spiritually?’”” Pam, his wife, answers
that she isn’t really aware that anything had happened.

Many youth can relate to this skit in that through out-
side influences of perhaps peer pressure or popularity
and acceptance the first love for Christ has diminished
and the light of our candle of faith is flickering. A
challenge is given for re-evaluation of our priorities and
commitment to Christ.

Youth rallies provide a lot of singing, laughing and
sharing. The music section presents several packages of
lively songs interspersed with skits, audience participa-
tion and sharing. While sipping cups of hot chocolate or
munching popcorn, team members and young people be-
come acquainted with one another and share experi-
ences. One youth responded after going through the
“Four Spiritual Laws’® with Beth and Marlene, that he
would like to share the booklet with some of his friends
at work.

In the home of one of the church members in Racine,

WI, Paul and Colleen shared with three teenage guys
from the neighborhood who had been invited to the
home. At first the conversation was superficial small
talk, but then Paul was able to ask one of them if they
had ever thought of the spiritual side of their lives. The
conversation turned from stilted small talk to meaningful
sharing of a person, Jesus Christ, who wanted to be-
come Lord and Saviour in their lives. These youth left
that home seriously considering dedicating their lives to
the Lord.

Saturday night youth nights are not always rallies held
in the lower auditorium of a church or a school gymna-
sium. Sometimes the setting is a chilly hay-ride on the
back of a semi-trailer truck or simply a church member’s
home.

Youth rallies are not only attended exclusively by
youth from our Conference churches but attract many
youth from the community. North American Baptist
young people invite their friends, allowing for a greater
outreach of witnessing and discipleship.

In one church, a Christian teenager from another de-
nomination came out calling as faithfully as our own
Conference youth. []

Marlene Ginter
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God's Volunteers are skillful bowlers, at least

lowa.

ARE

other God's Volunteers sang and talked to
grateful citizens.

G'o-d's Volunteers director Bob Walthers is checking Marlene Ginter's
report for the BAPTIST HERALD.

Scott and Tanell are
rehearsing their skit
for youth night.

old's
plunieers

“Youth rallies are fun plus . .."”

... lots of activities."

WORK-IACAION
N CAMERCDN

J by Julie Westerman

ust about all children have a profession in mind
for their lives by the time they are ten or eleven years
old. And even though these ideas may change, many
hours are spent in dreaming about that occupation or
acting it out. I had always cradled the idea of missions
within my mind. It was brought to my attention first
through my aunt, Berneice, who has been in Cameroon
now for 25 years, and then reinforced by a personal
commitment to missions at a summer camp. In 1975 I
spent six weeks in Mexico with Teen Missions Inc., and
it was during this time that I began to be more fully
co.m{nitted to Christ and to the possibility of being a
missionary.

Although many people I have known would put Af-
rica last on their list for places of missionary service, this
idea always intrigued me and on Aug. 12, 1976, I got a
chance to visit Cameroon for four months. I landed in
Douala, Cameroon, late at night along with five other
missionaries and an M.K. (missionary kid). We traveled
from Douala to Great Soppo that night over paved
roads. That was the beginning of my lessons in what
missions in Cameroon is really like.

Julie Westerman graduated from high school in 1976, left for
Cameroon in August and is now back ar home in Darien, IL.
At the time her departure, the editor had asked her to write
down some of her impressions. This repori was received in
December. Although Julie has already returned from her Ca-
meroon adventure, this report has not lost its freshness and
validity. Julie is willing (o answer any questions from young
people about service possibilities in Cameroon.

» The Library reading room of Baptist
. Boys Secondary School, still bearing
__ the initials BTTC of the former Baptist

et P 7 q ".'. v
!'@A- L% '-.-'.-' # ‘ ' E - i Tl R 42 o
Julie, in her battle “During the first week, much of their energy was used
against mold and ter- to cut grass and generally clean up the school grounds
mites, is cleaning and along with orientations.”

re-shelving books.

I don’t know about you, but for me, when I thought
of Africa, images of grass huts, lions and elephants ran
through my head. And even though some parts of Africa
still may have these things, they are not so widely
spread. The old pith helmet and leather boot image no
longer exists. Most of the mission work I have en-
countered in my four months here in Africa have not
been in ‘‘bush’’ areas with isolated peoples. Some of the
major works are in towns with populations in the thou-
sands.

The majority of my time was spent at the Baptist
Boy’s Secondary School, working in the library. We ar-
rived in Cameroon about one and a half months before
school began and used most of that time to put the
library in order. Our biggest problems in the library were
mold and termites. Because of the damp climate at the
coast, anything and everything accumulates mold. So
many hours were spent wiping mold off each book.

Contrary to all my former thinking, termites do not
like wood only. In fact, they do better at ‘‘digesting”’
books than most people do (they seem to prefer mathe-
matics). What a job it was to force many termites from
their homes within our books.

After weeks of cleaning, arranging and re-arranging,
the library was finally ready for use. On Sept. 21, 1976,
the students began to arrive. Boys came in taxis and on
foot throughout the day. And since it is a boarding
school (most secondary schools in Cameroon are) they
came carrying suitcases, trunks, mattresses, buckets,
brooms and lances on their heads.

The first-year-students came with fearful looks on
their faces; but soon they began to make new friends
and adjust to their new surroundings. During the first
week, much of their energy was used to cut grass and
generally clean up the school grounds along with orienta-
tion. The following week books were distributed and
classes began.

This school here was formerly the Baptist Teacher’s
Training Center, but since 1975 has changed to a secon-
dary school. Because the school is just in its second year,
there are only two classes here with a total enrollment of
218. But those 218 students represent 218 opportunities
for the Lord! And more than that, they are the ones
who will be able to better communicate the love of
Christ to their own people.

I have learned in my time here, that it doesn’t matter
how culturally different people are, God is still relevant.
Some of my most blessed experiences have been when I
have met with fellow Christians here in Africa, and
despite our cultural differences, we could worship the
same loving God who is Lord of all.

As 1 left Cameroon on Dec. 10, 1976, I carried with
me one thought that was brought to my attention by a
Cameroonian Christian. While we were talking, he asked
me what 1 would do in the future after I've completed
school. I could only say I didn’t know for sure and his
advice was this, ““Take a look at the need, and then
decide.” 1 began to really think about this. You know, if
only everybody would take his advice and look first at
the need, what a better world we would have. And real-
ly, that’s all a missionary is: a person who looks first at
the needs of others. And the needs are not just on over-
seas mission fields, they are also right in our own back-
yards. []
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BRETHREN,
PRAY FOR US

by Mary June Burgess

The Baptist Bible Training College graduating class of 1976, composed
of 24 students, along with the BBTC staff.

The Rev. and Mrs. Dave Burgess with the Theological Certificate Course
class members who wrote this article ag part of their class assignment.

Here at the Baptist Bible Trainjpg College in Ndu, Camer-
oon, we are working with men whg want to be better servants
of God as pastors for his flock. Before coming to BBTC many
have had pastoral experience—some for two, or eight, or up to
fifteen years. The Theological Cergjficate Course men (see pic-
ture) have completed the regular course of three years and
have returned for their advanced training. As | gave an
English assignment to this TCC ¢lass, 1 said, ““Write a com-
position about the problems, hardships and joys of your
chosen profession.”” As experienced pastors they of course
shared these thoughts about the pastorate. To help you under-
stand and pray for our Baptist pastors in Cameroon | have
taken several excerpts from these papers. It is my prayer that
as you think of the BBTC, its graquates that go out each year
(see picture of 1976 graduating class), and the pastors that are
presently on the field, you will respond when they call 1o you,
‘““Brethren, pray for us.”’

Problems of a pastor

—*“The problems the pastor has to deal with include
alcoholism, ballroom dancing, polygamy, unmarried mothers,
separation  from pagan traditional practices and land
disputes.™

—*“*Carnality and apathy among members."’

—"*What to do with the treasurer who left without handing
over church funds.”

Mr.s: Maﬁv June Bur;_;e.s:s' is a missionary teacher at Baptist Bi-
ble Training College in Ndu, ¢ ameroon, West Africa
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_-—“'La'ck of strong theological background and training made
it difficult to know how to handle doctrinal problems. Many
sects are coming in, and it takes a man that is well informed
theologically to distinguish these sects from Christianity.”’
—T“Pagans think all the women of the church are the pastor’s
wives,”

—"“Discouragement—The pastor prepares messages, visits, en-
courages and does all he can, yet no real spirit of cooperation
is shown. Then he has many questions. . . .”

—"I was young when I was called to my first church. After
church servipe, one of the deacons shook hands with me and
commented in Pidgin English, ‘Small no bi sick’, meaning that
my age was not a problem. We worked together for eight
months without any problem. In the ninth month [ was ad-
vised not to preach on certain themes in the Scripture. I agreed
but went on with the series of messages | had planned. The
way of preaching was not changed even when the advice was
changed to a warning. 1 preached a little more of my un-
favored sermons.

One Sunday I delivered a sermon which caused them to
move to the chief to lay a false report about me secretly. The
plan was to beat me and send me away. Fortunately I was in-
fo_rmed ahead and managed to stay in the home of one of my
friends. When 1 returned to my own home later I found it
almost empty, and most of my things were gone. I went away
from that church very discouraged.”

Hardships of a pastor

—‘fThe pastors are sometimes beaten by members of the JuJu
societies because they have converted people to Christ.”
—*Travel on bad and dangerous roads to distant places for
days on foot to attend meetings.”’

;e“’l' have gone across rivers on bridges that are of peril to
_::Separated from my famlly for training."
—..May stay in a leaky house with no latrine or kitchen."
= MOSC}_uIl9es contributed to our hardship as we suffered
frc:{n their bites and also from malaria fever constantly.”
—"*One of my hardships I have faced in the church is that I
Sy ‘i the church for about four months without salary.
Because of this I could not pay my tax; then I was not able to
igr?[(lzzlhbecause I'was afraid of tax collectors. There was no oil
do ButOL]lse and no food; in fact, I did not know what I could
chﬁrch for fra“"' One day a person came and invited the
called a deaccon‘”aﬂ work. I told my church chairman and he
agreed and ito:s meeting. The members of the deacons board
turned up on lhas gnnounceq in the church. All the Christians
They decided ¢ at day and did the work. The money was paid.
O pay my salary for 2% months. I was able to
Da‘y‘lmy tax and other things.”
man r;r?(?ctrce}:;rm there was one man who was a deacon, chair-
dictator in everurerh of the C!lllrch who was a monopolizer and
B t"y church business.”
tians Wan(edomea[[nbal co"ﬂ_iCl in our area my church Chris-
were going on. | Orcompromlse my stand against the evils that
of reconCiliali(‘m F;ﬂused and continued to preach God’s qud
were threatened. Fj any times the life of my wife and family
cause it was tog d nally 1 sent my family to my home arca be-
Satan. Whén Ll ?ngcrous, but | re_mained to fight the evils 91‘
praying that Goc;21 there to come into the BBTC, I was still
of reconciliation ; would ShO_W these, my people, that his way
ciliation is the only right way to take."
Joys of a pastor

—"“Sometimes the f. i
ood, cloth
the congregation.”’ .

: ‘iﬁfhin successful evangelism and soul-winning."’
ough he is in g poorly paid job, God supplies his

wood and kerosene given by

(Continued on page 9)

God Helps His

“ by Harold B. Johns

ne summer I drove east and stopped at the
Ridgeway home in Coatesville, PA. It was quite a man-
sion! The butler invited me in when I explained my pur-
pose for calling. He soon brought Mr. Ridgeway (a dig-
nified gentleman of 84 years) down from upstairs. Wm.
H. Ridgeway, the head of Wm. Ridgeway and Sons Iron
Works, contributed a “‘Busy Business Men'’s Corner”
column each week to a publication known as the Sunday
School Times. In this column he occasionally invited
readers to stop at his home as they drove by on U. S.
Route 30.

As soon as Mr. Ridgeway heard I was from Oak
Park, IL, he asked whether 1 was familiar with Mars
Candy Company. Their property is less than two miles
from my home; in fact, I occasionally played golf there
when it was a country club property.

Would I check into something for Mr. Ridgeway? Just
a few weeks before, he had read in “Country Gentle-
men’’ magazine that while Mr. Mars was riding in a
Pullman car (on an expense account no doubt), he was
telling a total stranger about a formula for a candy bar
that he had developed, but he had no money to promote
its sale.

The stranger proceeded to take five $10 bills from his
pocket, gave them to Mr. Mars and said, “It’s not
much, but maybe it will help.”

““Now,”” Mr. Ridgeway said to me, ‘‘that stranger
must have been a Christian to do that, and I'd appre-
ciate it if you could verify the fact.”” The stranger later
sold boxes to the Mars Company, and it was through
this that he might be traced.

(I later found him in Chicago. He was a trustee in a
Presbyterian Church in Kansas City at the time of the
Mars contact.)

Mr. Ridgeway went on to say, *‘I have been making a
study for some time: I believe that every successful cor-
poration in the country has at least one Christian in its
top management.

‘“Some months ago | was troubled about a seemingly
prosperous law firm in Cleveland, OH. When I wrote
them about their religious beliefs and practices, 1 got a

Mr. Harold B. Johns is a retired registered professional
engineer in llinois. He is a member of the Pension Fund Com-
mittee and of the Committee on Constitutional Changes of the
North American Baptist Conference. His church membership
is with Forest Park Baptist Church, Forest Park, IL.

Own In Business

them about their religious beliefs and practices, I got a
very ‘snippy’ reply to the effect that we do our worship-
ping on the golf course every Sunday morning.

““A few months after getting this comment, I asked a
visitor from Cleveland about the firm. ‘Haven’t you
heard,” he replied, ‘they failed two months ago’.”

Mr. Ridgeway continued, ‘I had an interesting time at
Dartmouth College last spring. Five of us had charge of
the chapel service (Y.M.C.A. promotion or whatever). I
was the last of the five to speak. I felt the students had
had enough oratory, so I told them my theory about
Christians being in successful corporations. ‘How long
I’'m up here is going to depend on you,’ I said. ‘You
name the nationally known corporation, and I'll name
the Christian in the top echelon.’

““We went on for 33 minutes. They named corpora-
tions. I named the Christians. Finally they stumped me
with Gillette Safety Razor Company. 1 had no informa-
tion about there being a Christian in that organization.”

I do not know if Mr. Ridgeway knew the sequel to
that situation.

Gillete was getting tough competition in the sale of its
razor blades from a company named ‘‘Probak.”’

“If you can’t beat ’em, join ’em,”” so Gillette ar-
ranged to buy out the Probak Company (no doubt an
exchange of stock, etc.). Terms were agreed upon and all
that was left was for auditors of the two companies to
verify the financial statements that had been submitted.

The Probak auditors found, however, that certain Gil-
lette foreign accounts had been falsified and, what is
much more important, that the cash in the Gillette bank
accounts which showed on their balance sheets was from
personal loans of certain officers. Old retired King C.
Gillette had put up his entire holdings as collateral to
borrow cash so that the Gillette cash accounts would
look good.*

The result: Probak took over Gillette. The Gillette
name was too well known to be changed but the man-
agement was changed.

I know of no Bible verse that completely substantiates
Mr. Ridgeway’s theory, but Psalm 1 does quite a good
job: “‘Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel
of the wicked . . . in all that he does, he prospers.”

“l came that they may have life, and have it abun-

dantly’ (John 10:10).

““No good thing does the Lord withhold from those

who walk uprightly’” (Psalm 84:11). [J

*as reported in trade publications at the time.

BRETHREN, PRAY FOR US
(Continued from page 8)

needs, gives him peace and all things for which he asks God's
help.”

—"*During my training I have made new friends.”

—**My first joy is that though suffering confronts my way, I
know I have been called to suffer, not to enjoy."”’

—*"Joy in the pastoral ministry is possible when the pastor
sees some of his Christians responding well to his teaching by
witnessing, giving their money and goods to support God's
work and also in baptismal occasions.”

—“Government hospitals recognize and help pastors.”

—*‘He holds respect in the community."”

.

—*The name ‘pastor’ brings joy. It sounds like he is in
heaven when as he visits the children along the streets call him,
‘Pastor, pastor, pastor.” Then he is reminded that he is the ser-
vant of God. He is God’s representative and God’s watchman,
and they know it.”

—*"“The pastorate is a real joy when Christians bring the pastor
any small thing to show their love and interest in him. Then he
stretches out his hand and says, ‘These are God's sheep I take
care of.”

—*If one's ministry has more problems and hardships than
joys, then he had better check with the Father 1o see whether
he is doing what he should be doing or not. He who has been
called to the pastorate has been called to the best job."
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THE BIBLE

the only
authority

and guide

1IN matters

e, OF 1AIEH €7
practice

_ The British novelist J. B. Priestly was
invited to write a short article on his
religious beliefs for a local newspaper.
Politely he declined the offer saying that
at the present moment in his life he was
better able to deny than to affirm.
Moreover, he considered this personal
state of affairs regrettable because, said
he, ““These are days requiring gigantic
affirmations.”

Quite so. The cold and indifferent
night of denials has spent much of its
ardor. In its wake stand men, young
and old, shorn of convictions, bereft of
anchors, searching for something
v-vorlhwhile to believe. Hallowed tradi-
tions and dogmas both good and bad
have been rejected in an effort to be
relevant, that shop-worn term, and to
excite men and attract the young. The
only visible response to that abortive ef-
fort has been an indifferent yawn. In-
stead the young who did provide some

The author, Dr. Joseph Sonnenberg,
is the president of the North American
Baptist College, South Edmonton, AB.
In this article, the second in g series of
eight by various writers, he explains
w}.rere North  American Baptists stand
with regard (o their belief in the
authority of the Holy Scriptures.
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excitement and make the headlines Were
those who joined one of the many
‘Jesus’ movements. Rejecting tradition
they embraced experience as the ulti-
mate in matters of faith. They soon dis-
covered that experience by itself could
not bring about the kind of disciplipe
and authority required to develop fajih
and practice. Thus the marching order
of the more serious is back to the Bible
Over 34,000 of these young havé
crowded the accredited Bible colleges of
our continent. Strong eruptions of relj-
gious faith have always been markeq b
the appearance of people who called for
a return to the Bible and who sounded
some noble affirmations about ‘that
Book.” Our day calls for an encore of
such affirmations,
The encore is needed because oy
times, said someone, indicate a stron
religious interest but demand the reg
establishment of religious authority bou;
for faith and practice. That interest anq

need is apparent among North Amert
can Baptists. We, too, have had.OUr
traditions and rejected them, at times
far too quickly. As a consequence man\i
of us are out searching and not @ I€

: t

have opted for ‘experience’ only- B:’_
experience of whatever kind and h

t com-

ever exciting does not and canno. .
mand the willing consent to obey 18 £
tates; for experience, including re“g'ou_
experience, is tailor-made for each per
son. Something beyond mere ”admon;
something beyond mere experience MU
be sought to re-establish the authority
that will both stabilize and preserve
fruits of experience in a life of disciP'”
ship. That something is the Bible. -
Our Baptist forefathers were 50";(-
times called the ‘people of the BOO 1
The adjective ‘Bible Christians’ was &
times affectionately and at times dlsrrl
spectfully applied to them. In days Wh¢
strong faith and courage were feq.u”ea
of them, they wore that label with

deep sense of pride. They were not
totally opposed to traditions and ex-
perience. They stressed both but were
always lean on tradition and came down
hard on the need for experience, par-
ticularly conversion experiences. But
whenever tradition raised its voice,
which was rare, and whenever experi-
ence craved attention, which was often,
both were subjected to *‘what saith the
Scriptures.’’ For Baptists the only con-
sidered authority is the Bible.

In order to understand and hopefqlly
to appreciate the Baptist affirmangn
that the Bible alone constitutes aughorny
for faith and practice, a discussion of
the emphasis on freedom held by these
paradoxical and peculiar people be-
comes necessary. '

Freedom of conscience is a cherished
concept for which men have bled and
died. For Baptists authority must never
lose sight of freedom but must always
be seen in relation to it. Freedom, our
watchword if we have one at all, is en-
shrined in a series of distinctives such as
the separation of church and state; the
priesthood of believers; soul competen-
¢y; voluntarism in faith, in church
membership, in the local autonomy of
the congregation setting it free from ec-
clesiastical control, and in the freeqom
of local churches to join or not to join
associations of churches. It is against
this background of freedom, jealously
guarded, that authority must be under-
stood. ) )

Taking then the title of this gl:tncle
and breaking it up into Its S}gqlflcam
phrases, let us note some peculiarities of
Baptist notions regarding authority.

You will note that it affirms the Bible
as the only authority. This simply means
that all creedal statements, confessions,
manifestoes, guides, e€tC., valuat_ﬂe as
they are, do not constitute authority fodr
Baptists. It further means that we nee
no council of churches, or copference
delegates for that matter, to Sit down
and formulate for us in Wwriting what
they think the Bible tells us to bellevfe
and to practice. Soul competency ai-
firms that we can do that ourselves with
serious studied efforts blessed by ;lhf
Holy Spirit. This does not mean t actl
creedal statements, confessions an
guidelines are worthless or to be 1akeﬂ
lightly (which is one problem N.[?t:l
American Baptists do not have. 1hey
are, | have discovered, deeply suspicious
of all of them.) Rather, these formula-
tions constitute systematized and sum-
marized bodies of knowledge which can
and should be studied with great profit,
at least most of them. But to suggest
that I, as a Baptist, must submit (O
them because a majority made that deci-
sion at some gathering is an anathema.
Only when persuaded in conscience _m'
willingly give my consent has authority

been established for me, and the Bible
alone can do that. It can do that be-
cause it is ‘God-breathed,” something no
creedal statement, no confessional for-
mulation, no guideline can claim for
itself.

Again you will notice that the Bible is
a sufficient authority and guide. In the
phrase and guide you have a strong hint
regarding the nature of the authority the
Bible constitutes—not an inflexible
wooden authority, often enshrined in
creeds and statements of faith, but a
persuasive, dynamic, growing authority.
The authority of the Bible does not
force us to submit to its controls. It
leads us day by day, a step at a time.
Like a lamp which sheds light upon the
path we are to walk in a dark night, so
the Bible illuminates the path before us
sufficiently to walk securely. This dy-
namic authority is an infallible guide for
faith and conduct. Indeed to many Bap-
tists it is an absolute authority in its ca-
pacity to provide guidance for all situa-
tions present and future. But the word

All scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.

II Timothy 3:16

‘absolute’ is used with great caution, if
used at all. No one, including every
‘competent’ Baptist soul, has so far ex-
hausted the possible insights and light
that might shine forth from this sacred
Book. In this context the emphasis on
‘soul competency,’” which some view as
a form of presumption at best and ar-
rogance at worst, is tempered by a form
of modesty which asserts that while we
are sure where we are going and that we
will get there, we remain seekers on the
way. We have not arrived, at least not
yet.

Still more, the Bible is a sufficient
authority and guide in matters of faith.
Baptists were neither the first nor do
they stand alone in this affirmation.
Luther defied the Pope and the Church
Council with his famous ‘‘here 1
stand.” It was a dramatic departure
from the teaching of the Church of
which he was a part. And because he
stood on that firm foundation, the Bi-
ble, the face of the Church was drama-
tically changed.

Of critical importance is the last
phrase, the Bible—a sufficient authority
and guide in matters of faith and prac-
tice. Here is where the reformers failed
to follow through. The pressures of the
historical situations with its revolts and
uprisings dictated the use of pragmatic
expediency rather than the Bible, and

the Reformation was arrested unfin-
ished.

If one assumes the role of a spectator
and views the developments taking place
among North American Baptists, retain-
ing the Bible as an authority for the
practice of our witness within our
churches is not at all certain in some
quarters. There is a tendency to follow
expediency rather than the Bible in
receiving members into our churches.
There is a tendency to structure our
church organizations on what works
rather than on what is biblical and
works.

It is not my intention to sound an
alarm. Nor do I endorse static structures
per se. Rather 1 welcome change, and
we do need change, but only the kind of
change that does not sacrifice the prin-
ciples of the Bible which are valid in
every age. Organizations can be so
streamlined that they function with
great efficiency, but if they deny the full
participation of the membership in the
decision-making process, they negate the
affirmation that the Bible is our author-
ity in practice as well as in faith. Struc-
tures are not neutral biblically nor
theologically. They enshrine principles,
and we are under biblical obligation and
authority to ascertain that these prin-
ciples are not forgotten. That is what
the congregational form of church gov-
ernment, a Baptist distinctive, is all
about.

With a few variations 1 would like to
conclude this article with both a prayer
and testimony:

*“Bless Thou Thy Word, dear Lord,
To me, to me,

As Thou didst bless the bread

By Galilee.

Then shall all bondage cease,

All fetters fall;

And 1 shall find my peace,

My all in all!” O

The North American Baprist Conference
is known for its conservative, Bible
centered Christian convictions and for
its evangelistic zeal.

The Preamble to the Constitution of
the Conference states the following
“distinctive principles for which Baptists
have lived and died”’ and which North
American Baptists affirm:

1. Soul liberty;

2. The inspired authority of the Scrip-
tures in matters of faith and conducl;

3. The separation of Church and State;
4. The Revelation of God through Jesus
Christ as only Savior and Lord;

5. Regenerated church membership;

6. Believer’s baptism by immersion;

7. The congregational form of church
government;

8. The proclamation of the gospel lL\

throughout all the world.
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by Ernie Zimbelman

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is associate pro-
Sfessor of Pastoral Counseling at North
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls,
SD, and is in charge of the Sioux Falls
Psychological Services Clinic. Address
letters to Dr. E. Zimbelman, 1605 S.
Euclid Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57103.

“Dear Dr. Zimbelman:

Come talk to us about our Sun-
day school. The teachers are ready
to give up because the children are

so disrespectful and unruly.”

The above letter came from the
Director of Christian Educat-lon of a
large church. I met with [hl:S group
recently and had an interesting €ve-
ning. The needs of these teachers
are no different than those of many
other teachers and parents. .

The main problem in such situa-
tions centers around attitudes and
expectations of adults and children.
In this group the adult teachers ad-
mitted that they had been raised in
basically authoritarian surroundings
where adults “‘controlled,” and now
when they try to use the same ap-
proaches they are met with disre-
spect and resistance.

There is no doubt that little will
be accomplished in a children’s Sun-
day school class where there is no
control or order. The question is
how to achieve the control, and also
maintain the concept that Sunday
school is a nice, warm, friendly
place to be.

Control can be achieved through
negative disciplinary kinds of tech-

niques, but usually does not leave a
sweet taste in the child’s mouth.,

Control of a group can be
achieved through the use of positive
motivation, interest, creative prese.-
tations. Our children are growing up
in an atmosphere where creative
communication techniques abound.
They have come to expect this.
Therefore, the teacher who expects
to order children to sit still while a
dull “‘lecture’ type lesson is de-
livered is in for a rude awakening.

Also, teachers who limit their in-
terest in the children to a half hour
of preparation on Saturday and anp
hour of ‘‘teaching’’ on Sunday
morning can expect trouble. Unless
you become interested in your
students and establish a personal
relationship that goes beyond the
“Sunday school hour,”” in all
likelihood the Sunday school hour
will be ‘“‘bad news.”’

People today, including children,
are lonely and empty emotionally. If
you feed only their heads—you will
get negative reactions.

Jesus said, “‘Let the children
come to me, and do not stop them,
because the Kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.”’

Do we as teachers present an im-
age that reflects Christ? [J

hop|
revlews

by B. C. Schreiber

The Making of a Christian Leader. By
Ted W. Engstrom, Grand Rapids, MI.
Zondervan Publishing House. $6.95.
We learn from each other. And it is
refreshing to know that Mr. Engstrom
gives credit to at least eight persons who
taught him discipline, love, loyalty,
planning, counseling, priorities and
detail. Naturally there are some things
along the way that the author learned
from experience as Assistant to the
President at Taylor University, Book
Editor and Editorial Director of Zon-
dervan, Executive Director and Presi-
dent of Youth for Christ International
and presently as Executive Vice Presi:
dent o_f World Vision International.

~ Beginning with the study of leadership
in the Bible, Mr. Engstrom describes hig
concept of a leader as one who guideg
the activities of others and who himself
acts and performs 1o bring those ac.tiv_
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+ from

ities about. His chapter on developing
leadership skills is very important espe-
cially to denominational leaders, pastors
and leading lay person. Simply being
called, elected or appointed to an office
does not automatically create a well-
prepared leader. He never fully arrives
because the development of leadership
skills is a never ending process. All the
available training, information, tests
and knowledge should constantly be
pursued. Standards, measures, goals, at-
titudes and priorities must be kep’t in
mind. Never settle for “good enough
when “excellence” is within your grasp.

This is a “must” for every |
] ead
potential leader’s library. ! e and

The Art of Mana
gement for Christ
Leaders. By Teq W. Engstrom alﬁ?i

Eduard R. Dayton
Books. $6.95 » Waco, TX. Word

]l;eaiership .is not learned by readin
00 .S’ .but it helps. Both of these volg
umes should be studied (not :

read) in order 1o get th
the experience of
authors. But no matter how

books are studied and l"ollomuCh fesg

Wf.’d , d po_

tential leader is still left with the ‘‘trial
and error’’ method. The more he studies
and tries the fewer errors he will make.
Prayer can often be the lazy man’s ap-
proach to every problem. This will fail
unless he learns leadership skills, takes
advantage of leadership tools and man-
ages his time.

The ten figures, beginning with an
Operational Goal to a Meeting Planner,
can be applied to any project.

These authors do not set down hard
and fast rules and regulations that must
be legally followed. The chapter on ‘‘in-
terruptions” is very helpful to the leader
who thinks he must run everything on
automation or the time clock.

Good News Bible. Today’s English Ver-
sion. New York, NY. American Bible
Society. Gold or black hardcover $2.50;
flexible binding $1.90.
No matter what people may think of the
version, they certainly cannot be criticd
of the price. ,
Ever since 1966 when the Todays
English Version of the New Testamen!
appeared, many have been anxiously

(Continued on pageé 3

Love

IS lender
Do You

Dig?

by Bob Mayforth

unday night television recently
listed as its offering for entertainment,
three murders, one rape and an interna-
tional coup. It seems to me that televi-
sion, books and movies portray pre-
marital and extra-marital sex as relevant
to situation, and chastity before mar-
riage and fidelity in marriage as passc.
“What a fine mess this is,”" Oliver
Hardy says as he talks to Stan Laurel
and views one of the messes in which
these two inept characters often found
themselves. [ sometimes feel the same as
I view the current concepts of lov.e. Th_e
ability of our world to love effectively is
certainly a mess. In 1974, 970,000 mar-
riages in the United States ended in
divorce. There were 215,000 unwanted
children born out of wedlock to molher.s
under the age of 19. The total for this
category for all ages was 407,300 or 13
percent of all births. The strange VICWS
of love cross all boundaries of age, sex,
race and position in life.
Paul McCartney sings of a worlld
“filled with silly love songs.” Wh'at?
wrong with that? Absolutely nothing:
Jesus said to his followers, “‘By [l}ls
shall all men know that you are my“d:s-
ciples, if you love one another. A
world built on love.

Mr. Robert Mayforth is c'omprr(){ler for
the North American Baptist Conference.
H@ s active in the 'jﬁofﬂh ff”lﬂjsfr_l’ O_}r
Village Green Baptist Church, Glen
Ellyn, 11 .

“Hey, wait!”’ you say. Don’t get
Christ and Paul McCartney saying the
same thing. Well, possibly this is a case
of “I know you believe you understand
what you think I said, but I'm not sure
you realize that what you heard is not
what I meant.”” Thus the words of Paul
McCartney and Jesus Christ could have
been the same but with a vastly dif-
ferent message.

If the messages using the same words
are different, what do they mean? How
can we discern their meaning? Their
words must be interpreted against what
we know of the men.

Both men are well known public
figures. The lives and actions of both
men have been reported and docu-
mented. I believe that Paul McCartney
belongs to a generation that produced
the television programming, books and
movies referred to earlier in this article.
[ believe that their confusion and
misunderstanding regarding love pro-
duced the statistics regarding divorce
and pre-marital sex.

What do we know about the love of
Christ? The Bible tells us that God is
love. The Bible also says that God is a
spirit. 1 believe this would bring us to
an obvious conclusion that love is not
sexual. This 1 believe is the first dif-
ference between Paul McCartney and
Christ. We belong to an entire genera-
tion that, via the media, has trouble
distinguishing between sex and love.

The Bible also says Christ is the
demonstration of God’s love. John 3:16
says God so loved ... that he gave.
Was this gift of love a response? Did we
also love him? Were we deserving of his
love? The Bible says God reacted out of
his love for us and not ours for him; we
had done nothing to deserve love (Rom.
5:8).

\;Je can see the gift of God’s love at
work during the life and ministry of
Christ. Christ dealt with human need on
whatever level he found it. He healed
bodies, raised the dead and fed the
crowds. He met people, one-on-one and
met their needs, i.e., Nicodemus and the
Samaritan woman. He taught large
crowds, i.e., the Sermon on the Mount.
He dealt with rich man, poor man,
scholar, peasant, Jew, Samaritan, not
because people deserved his love or re-
acted to his love as he desired but to
minister and finally to give his life
(Mark 10:45).

The second big difference 1 see be-
tween the love Paul McCartney sings of
and that spoken of by Christ is that the
love of Christ as demonstrated in the
believer is given to others not in reac-
tion to the one loved but in reaction to
the higher love of God demonstrated in
Christ.

The combination of these two ideas
brings us to the power that makes fol-

lowers of Christ recognizable as dis-
ciples by their love. It is the spirit of
God in the person of the Holy Spirit as
demonstrated in Christ which, when at
work in the believer, produces the love
of God in the life of that believer that
makes him recognizable and attractive
to the world.

Do you remember that breakfast de-
scribed by John in chapter 21 of his
Gospel? This was one of those loving,
one-on-one ministries of Christ.

As you will remember, Peter had de-
nied Christ, not once, but three times.
He had been intimidated by a soldier, a
woman and a teenage servant girl.
Sometime after this he had gone on a
fruitless fishing trip with several of the
disciples. At the end of that fruitless
fishing trip, they were given a bountiful
catch at the direction of Christ who
stood on the shore. Then the risen, res-
urrected Son of God started a charcoal
fire and cooked breakfast. Did you
catch that? The risen, resurrected Son
of God cooked breakfast for Peter, who
had denied and abandoned him earlier.

Out of further concern, he drew him
aside and questioned him personally.
“Do you love me more than these
others?’” 1 believe his response was
guarded as he said, “You know that I
love you.’’ Jesus responded, ‘“‘Feed my
lambs.”” He asked again, and Peter re-
sponded similarly. Jesus said, ““Tend my
sheep.” A third time Peter responded
affirmatively. Jesus said, ‘‘Feed my
sheep” . . . ““Follow me.”’

I believe there is much in this story to
indicate that Peter was still apprehensive
about his ability to carry out Christ’s in-
structions even after this personal coun-
seling. In the face of his past defeats he
well might be. .

Don’t we feel that way sometimes?
But go a little further in this story.
Assured of God’s love and energized by
the power of the Holy Spirit, we ob-
serve him in action in Acts, chapter 2.
That’s surely a different Peter!

In 1 Cor. 12, Paul spends the entire
chapter outlining the gifts or ministries
of believers in Christ. Chapter 13 says
these must be exercised in a spirit of
love to be effective and goes on to de-
fine that spirit of love. As | compare
myself with that spirit of love, 1 often
feel like Peter, apprehensive about my
ability to demonstrate the love of
Christ.

Praise God, Romans 12 says that 1
don’t have to demonstrate the love of
Christ. My part is first: present myself
to Christ for his use. Second, come to a
spirit-guided  self-image (if it is to be
spirit-guided, we must seek his help).
Third, exercise the gift Christ gives vou.
Fourth, let it be out of love for Christ
and without hypocrisy.

(Continued on page 31)
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Blessings
by Virginia Thiesies,
McClusky, ND

During the past three years [ have
counted it a real privilege and blessing
to attend and be involved in the Wom-
en’s Retreat at Crystal Springs Camp.

Beginning Friday afternoon to Satur-
day afternoon the hours are packed with
opportunities for fellowship and spir-
itual renewal. This past year our theme
was ‘‘Praise God for Freedom,” using
as a key verse 1 Cor. 15:57, ‘“But
thanks be to God, who giveth us the vie-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Lucille Wipf, missionary speaker,
shared what she was particularly thank-
ful for by using the word, Thanksgiv-
ing, as an acrostic. She also showed
slides and spoke about the Japanese
women. The film “In God We Trust,”
was shown as a climax to Friday eve-
ning.

The testimonies of four ladies who
related victories won with Christ in their
lives, even through difficult cir-
cumstances either personal or within
their immediate families, was another
highlight. There were very few dry eyes
as we relived these experiences with
them and praised the Lord for his un-
failing goodness and grace to each of
us.
An abundance of music, good food
and craft ideas were shared as well,

As we departed to go home, many ex-
pressed their desire to stay longer or
make our retreats last an entire week-
end. Our attendance of 270 this year
reflects an increase of about 35 percent
in three years. We t(ruly are rich in
Christ!

Rotro 8l
MLV

A Mounfain
Peak Experience!

by Lilli Albert,
Alberta Beach, AB

Can you think of a more appropriate
place to have a ‘“‘mountain peak ex-
perience’”” than in Canada’s beautiful
Rocky Mountains? It was my room-
mate's and my pleasure, along with ap-
proximately 400 other women from
churches all over Alberta to attend the
20th retreat of the Alberta Women’s
Baptist Association in Banff, AB. Our
room in the beautiful and old Banff
Spring Hotel overlooked the Bow River
and Bow Falls. The snowcapped moun-
tains were magnificent, especially at
sunrise. We could see the river from
quite a distance. As it meandered along
and as | looked at it, flowing so peace-
fully, I thought of it representing our
lives. The water never stops flowing but
is continually going on, and we never
know what may be around the bend.
Psalm 23:2b (NAS) says, ‘‘He leads me
beside the quiet waters.”” But then I
looked at the falls, so disturbed and
rushing every which way! They re-
minded me of the burdens and cares in

Many Associations have been holding annual women's retreats, and they have

found that the attendance keeps growing from year (o year
and draw strength from each other and the Lord, This

reports on several outstanding retreats,
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as women share, grow
month's issue features

our life. In Psalm 55:22 we have the
assurance that if we cast our burden
upon the Lord, he will sustain us. My
roommate looked at the water and
thought of the Living Water. John 7:38
says, ‘‘He who believes in me, as the
Scripture said, ‘From his innermost be-
ing shall flow rivers of living water.” ”’
What do you see when you look at
God’s beautiful nature?

Joining in Christian fellowship at a
retreat like this is so full of blessings
that it is hard to know just where to
begin. The music was beautiful; the fel-
lowship with so many sisters in Christ
was an experience not soon to be for-
gotten—if ever! The speakers challenged
and encouraged us to do a greater work
for him in the future.

The retreat theme was “‘It’s Time for
His Coming.”” The key verse: ‘‘Dear
friends, while you are waiting for these
things to happen and for him to come,
try hard to live without sinning; and be
at peace with everyone so that he will be
pleased with you when he returns” (2
Peter 3:14, LB).

The “Sharing Time” on the last
morning of the retreat was touching; we
really praise and thank God when we
hear a woman say she has come for the
first time and is so thankful to have had
this “mountain peak experience.”’

The guest speaker, Peg Rankin, spoke
of mountain peak experiences and living
in the valleys. She likened life to a river
which begins up in the mountain peaks
and as it flows down it gets larger and
picks up worthwhile minerals and nu-
trients along its way down to the valley.
In the valley is where it becomes useful.
We need ““mountain peak experiences’
In our lives, but we must go down to
the valley to bear the fruit as that is
where we live, We can’t hop from peak
1o peak or stay half way up as then we
would never be able to use what we
have received. The more mountain
peaks, the more valleys! Isn't that a
wonderful illustration? I've been en-
couraged to really try to live this way as
1L 1s tempting to stay up in the peaks,
but God requires us to share the bless-
ings he provides.

I returned home refreshed spiritually
and relaxed physically. It is a refreshing
change to spend some time like this
away from home and along with the
spiritual blessings be able to forget the
usual houschold chores and everyday
Jobs. What a treat to leave the bed un-
made, the sink water-spattered, the
floor unvacuumed and to sit down (o
meals and be waited on for three beau-
tiful days! Yes, attending the Alberta
Women's Association Retreat in Banff
certainly was a *“‘Mountain Peak Ex-
perience.” ]

by Dorene Walth,

W.M.U. president,
Bismarck, ND

When I hear the word, February, people
come to my mind. There’s Washington,
Lincoln, sweethearts, friends, lovgd ones
and particularly my mother-in-law.
Mother Walth Miller will be 80 this
month.,

From the first day that 1 met her, 24
years ago, I've known without any ques-
tion that she has prayed for me.

When my children were little an‘d
motherhood, coupled with “‘pastors
wifery’” brought exhaustive days, I was
usually able to keep going till bedtime
because 1 knew she had prayed for me
that day. 1 was confident God heard her
prayers and would give me extra pa-
tience, love and energy at those umes
when [ couldn’t even muster strength to
pray for myself!

I'm special in Mother’s heart, but s
are all the other children, chlldr_en—m-
law and step-children in her life. |
haven't figured out how many there are.
You see, she has outlived three hus-
bands and helped raise WO other fam-
ilies besides her own six children. They

are married now with families of their
own,

On *‘disaster days,”’ when life scems’
0o big, 1 find 1 cope because I know
Mother has prayed. What @ power in
my life! It has carried me through de-
pression and discouragement, _bul I haiv‘c
also experienced the exhi!_arauon of »u':
tories in my Christian life because ©
her prayers.

The stairway of lifl
o climb just knowing s
lively, fervently praying Tem
be [gugh for \zol;en to make this climb
knowing no one is praying for them.
Thank you, Mother, for your prayers
and have a happy birthday!

“The effectual fervent prayer ofﬁ
righteous (woman) availeth much
(James 5:16b). [J

¢ is so much easier
omeone is effec-
for me! It must

Stimulating
Inspiration

by Jeannette Orsch,
Faith Baptist Church,
Minneapolis, MN

“If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves and
pray. .. ."”" (2 Chron. 7:14).

Helen Wessel was the guest speaker
for our Minnesota-LaCrosse Association
Retreat. She was a great inspiration and
stimulant to our thinking about God’s
way for our lives. BUT ... we must
humble ourselves before him and ask his
forgiveness and turn from our wicked
ways, such as: a wrong attitude, a
broken relationship, an unforgiving
spirit, spiritual laziness, no ear to hear
God's Spirit speak, no eyes to read and
search for his message to us each day in
his holy Word, no will to really pray
through our requests and not enough
faith to believe his power to forgive and
do all he has promised. As I listened to
her speak, 1 knew God had revealed
himself to her in a special way, and I
almost felt like part of the ‘“‘knot hole
gang,”’ on the outside looking in.

Jeanine Weick was our missionary
speaker. We enjoyed her presentation of
many flower arrangements in the tradi-
tional Japanese style. Her radiance in
spite of the adversities of their job in
Japan was a challenge to us here in our
comfortable way of life.

Highlights
of the Year

by Dottie Aebi, Salt
Creek Baptist Church,
Dallas, OR

It is always a blessing to be with friends
and to fellowship with those you don't
see often. To me the Oregon-ldaho
Women’s Retreat is a highlight of the
year, How can you beat the combina-
tion of spiritual enrichment put together
with good food, real fun and great fel-

lowship, all in the beautiful setting of

Camp Tapawingo! Of the two dorms—
“Slumberland” and “‘Night Owls”’
(names are self-explanatory), 1 seem to
gravitate to the ‘‘Night Owl’’ bunch.
The prevailing situation there is usually
short on sleep but long on hilarity.

Amidst all this, the real focal point of
the retreat is the guest speaker and her

sharing with us around our chosen
theme. Each year our speaker has been
just tremendous! This year was no ex-

(Continued on page 23)

by LaVerna Mehlhaff

We talk much of the power and im-
portance of prayer. We are familiar
with verses pertaining to prayer and
perhaps have memorized many of
them. We testify of the power of
prayer and answers to our prayers.
We believe and know that much has
been accomplished through the ages
due to prayver. The phrase, ‘‘Prayer
Changes Things,” is seen in many of
our homes. In this busy day and age
in which we live, are we taking the
time to avail ourselves of the power
that can change things—that of
prayer? As we continue to experience
answers to prayer, there will also be
a continuation of growth in our spiri-
tual life.

Again this year, March 4 has been
set aside as the day when women will
meet together for prayer in churches
and homes all around the world. Ma-
terials have been sent to each of our
women'’s groups to assist in planning
for that day. The theme for this vear
is ““Love in Action’ written by Mrs,
Betty Haas of Bismarck, ND,

May the desire of our hearts be
fulfilled as we seek his face in prayer
and as we obey him because we love
him, L[
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by
Who Want to Lead

Why |
Believe
in
Ministry
Through
Missions

by Ardice Ziolkowski

Miss Ardice Ziolkowski

What are you looking for in life? Fun? Friends?
A famlly:? Fame? Fulfillment? All of these are very na-
tural aspirations. But how can you most fully attain all
these in your lifetime?

“Whay,. after all, is your life? It is like a puff of
smoke visible for a little while and then dissolving into
thin air’’ (James 4:14),

S_o often we grasp for things that look beautiful from
a distance, but when we finally get them, their lustre has
v'amshed.. Have you seen children scrambling after beau-
tiful _rainbow-hued soap bubbles, only to look in
astonishment at the emptiness in their hands? Certainly
there must be more to life than these ephemeral things.

When WE are in the midst of difficult decisions, sin-
cerely seeking God’s will for our lives, and yet feeling
the strong pull of the world, we see the future as
thrqugh a glass, darkly. Yet, when we look back we
begin to understand and appreciate those things that
have eternal value, especially investment in the lives of
others. ‘

Let me share with you a few of the things that have
brough!lpurpose to my life. When I accepted Christ as
my Sawor qnd began to read his word, there was a
growing desire to obey him. With obedience came a
sense of peace and joy; yet there was a real tug to go
al_ong with the crowd. I found that Just obeying ‘part’ of
his word did not satisfy. His command, ‘““‘Go ye into all
the wprlq ar_ld preach the Gospel to every creature,”’
kept ringing in my ears. I had many excuses. I felt I had

Miss Ardice Ziolkowski served as N.A.B. missionary
nurse and midwife in Cameroon, West Africa, from
1952-73. In 1973 she became the dean of women at
North American Baptist College, Edmonton, AB.
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re M}oohhg for Paople

few talents. I would miss my family too much. But when
I took the first step of faith and obedience and said,
“I’ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord,”” a new
sense of purpose and peace came over me. As I sur-
rendered my abilities and future to God, my studies in
the Bible school and nurses’ training were seen in a new
perspective. | felt motivated to strive for things that
went beyond the transient things of this world.

As 1 followed the Lord step-by-step, 1 was led to
Cameroon as a missionary nurse. It seemed God took
my limited abilities and multiplied them. I was given
responsibilities that I never dreamed I could handle; yet
God gave the strength and wisdom. Can you imagine the
satisfaction this gives? It is rewarding to be a channel
through which God can manifest his love while at the
same time you are rendering a vital service to a needy
people. The medical work in Cameroon provided this
type of opportunity. I recall assisting the doctor in
surgery on a patient who had been given up as dead by
her family and the medicine man. We felt no pulse and
heard no blood pressure. Two weeks later she walked
back to her village to show and tell, not just of physical
recovery, but of a new life in Christ. Now a church
thrives in that village. Can you imagine the thrill of such
an experience! Truly Jesus’ promise is being fulfilled—
“and greater works than these shall he do; because I go
unto my Father’’ (John 14:12).

The rewards in training people for Christ-centered
leadership in other lands are unfathomable. The personal
challenge of standing before a class of twenty eager stu-
dent midwives and nurses is gratifying, but then in two
years to see your ministry multiplied in penetrating twen-
ty remote villages with physical and spiritual health and
healing is overwhelming. Pastors, teachers and technolo-
gists involved in carrying out the Great Commission
around the world can testify as to the rewards of having
a part in building the church of Jesus Christ.

(Continued on page 31)

clip and mail

We’re looking for people who want to lead

TELL ME MORE... Please send me information
about your school.

My name is

Address

City State/Prov. Zip
Church Graduation date

Send to: or

Donald N. Miller
North American
Baptist Seminary Baptist College

1605 S. Euclid Ave. 23rd Ave.&1155t.,,R.R. 3

Sioux Falls, 5D 57105 Edmonton, AB Canada T6H 4N7

Willy R. Muller
North American

©"“Very informative.” “‘The staff was
so interested in us.” ‘“Well-planned and
well-organized.’’ ‘““‘Helpful.”’ These were
just a few of the positive responses
given by participants in the N.A.B.
Seminary senior students visit to the
new N.A.B. Conference Office in Oak-
brook Terrace, Illinois, November 3-6.

Twenty-six  persons, including
N.A.B.S. seniors, wives and two faculty
members, attended the meetings which
were held in the beautiful International
Office building dedicated this year. The
students left Sioux Falls by Jack Rabbit
bus and arrived at the Oakbrook Ter-
race Office exactly ten hours later. They
were met by staff and friends who took
them to their homes for the night. '

The next day’s meetings began with
an orientation and introductions by Dr.
G. K. Zimmerman, executive secretary.
He encouraged the students to take full
advantage of their time at the office, to
become acquainted with the staff and to
ask questions related to their field of in-
terest.

Following the orientation, the stu-
dents were given a tour of lht_e new of-
fice facilities. Everyone was impressed
with the beauty and pleasant atmos-
phere of the building and with 1its
spacious offices and work areas. '

Prior to the lunch hour, G. K'. Zim-
merman presented some information re-
lating to the N.A.B. Conference. Of in-
terest to the students was the fact that
the membership of the Conference had
grown to 56,260 with 352 churches.

The lunch hour was a time to get bet-
ter acquainted and a special treat, as'lhe
staff members divided the students into
small groups and took them to some of
the fine area restaurants.

The afternoon meetings included pre-
sentations by the Church Ministries
Department. A great deal of helpful in-
formation was shared, and packets of
materials were provided for the stu-
dents’ files.

Following these presen ar
an hour was given (0 informal visits
with staff members. Most of the stu-
dents felt that this was one of the more
helpful times of the two-day meetings.
It provided them with the opportunity
to get to know the staff personally and
to get answers to questions which were
of special concern to them. _

TEE afternoon was concluded with a
presentation by John Zicgler, associate
secretary for Church Extension. Rev.
Ziegler emphasized the exciling Lhmgis_
which have happened in this arca 0
church work and the challenges for the

esentations, nearly

Miss Shelly Hartsook is a senior student
in the .‘11(—1.5':'{’!' of Ministry pr‘U,L’f'fI_n'H ail
North ,.1,”(:,-(['{;‘;1 Baprtist ~ Senunary,
Sioux Falls, SD.

future. Helpful take-home information
was also provided.

The staff planned a fun and relaxing
evening for the seniors. Following a
good meal which was eaten in the office
building’s new lunchroom, the group
went on a sightseeing tour of some of
the interesting spots in the Chicago
area. A highlight of the trip was a visit
to the top of the Sears Tower.

by Shelly L. Hartsook

rofitable
Visit At

The meetings of the next day began
with presentations by the personnel of
the Stewardship and Communications
Department. The students were particu-
larly impressed by the quality of the ar-
ticles in the Baptist Herald, and they in-
dicated that they appreciated its more
colorful and creative covers. The depart-
ment presented the N.A.B. Directory to
all of the students who were glad to
receive this helpful guide.

The morning meetings concluded with
a thorough discussion of the pension
fund and hospitalization programs
which are available to the ministers and
executive staff of the conference. Mr.

William Kresal, business administrator,
pointed out that ministers of the N.A.B.
Conference are provided with a good
program of benefits should they choose
to enlist.

During the lunch hour the students
were again treated to a delicious meal in
some of the area restaurants. There was
a good time of fellowship with the staff.

The Missions Department opened the
afternoon sessions with a presentation
on the evangelistic work of the N.A.B.
Conference around the world. The Rev.
Fred Folkerts called attention to the ad-
vantages and strengths of the short-term
missionary work.

An hour was given to the seniors dur-
ing the afternoon to visit informally
with the staff members. During this
time and throughout the two-day meet-
ings they also had the opportunity to
choose ten free books covering a variety
of subjects. Everyone took advantage of
this free book offer!

The last hour of the day was spent in
informal evaluation of the two-day ses-
sions. Almost the entire staff was pres-
ent. The consensus of the group was
that the meetings had provided an ex-
cellent opportunity to understand the
organization and work of the denomina-
tion from the top down. Many students
commended the staff for their interest
and personal approach. All of the
seniors agreed that the planned times
for informal visits with the staff were
especially helpful. They also appreciated
the hospitality in their homes and in
providing sightseeing opportunities. It
was generally agreed that the meetings
had been well-planned and organized.

Saturday morning brought a brisk
breeze and bright sunshine as a smiling
group of seniors loaded their luggage,
free books and stacks of hand-out mate-
rial on the bus for the trip back to
Sioux Falls. It was time to say ‘‘good-
bye.”” There was a real sense of com-
araderie between the staff and students.

As the bus pulled out around 8:00
a.m., the group seemed to convey di-
rectly or indirectly the feeling that
something significant had taken place
during the two-day sessions. This had
been an opportunity for the class to
fellowship together and learn of the
work of their Conference in a direct
way. It had also been a time to accept
the challenges of the future.

When the bus finally pulled into
Sioux Falls nearly ten hours later, a
tired but happy group of seniors sang
“Blest Be The Tie That Binds" and
thanked God in prayer for what they
had learned and experienced at Oak-
brook Terrace, for a safe journey, and
most of all for the God-given privilege
to be his servants—bearers of the won-
derful Good News! [
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PERSONAL

ESTATE

PLANNING| [s Your Esfafe
2\ | Plan Up-to-Date?

by Everett A. Barker

In spite of computers and labor saving-
devices, life is becoming more complex
and complicated. The governments of
most nations are making sure that this is
true. The tax reform act of 1976, it is
said, is a bonanza for tax attorneys, ac-
countants, tax preparers and estate plan-
ners. The average person must increas-
ingly rely on professional help in the
areas of law and finance. Do it yourself
planning can be devastating.

REVIEW YOUR ESTATE PLAN

The new tax law means that estate
plans made in the past should be re-
viewed. In my article last month, I
pointed out the fact that fewer estates
will be subject to federal estate tax than
in the past. The rules on gifting are
changed so that there is a uniform tax
rate for gifts and taxes. The old $3,000
per year gift 1o as many persons as
desired is retained. Wills which had
marital deduction clauses may have to
be rewritten because of the new and
more  generous allowance between
spouses. Your previous estate plan
should now be reviewed.

NEW PROPERTY VALUATION

December 31, 1976, was an historic
date for people who will inherit prop-
erty in the future. In the past it was
quite simple, in that the heir simply
took the new value as of the date of
death of the decedent. Now property
will be valued as of December 31, 1976,
and there are different ways for com-
putation of securities or real estate.
Things will be tougher in some cases for
heirs in the future. An article in the
Wall Street Journal says: ‘‘Prudent
property owners face an important
chore early next year. Because of
changes in the tax law, you should make
an inventory of all your property, in-

The Rev. Everett A. Barker, associate
secretary for estate planning, North
American Baptist Conference.
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cluding securities, business property,
real estate and personal possessions. The
inventory should show the dates of ac-
quisition, the cost of the property (or its
tax basis, if received by a gift or in-
heritance), and any depreciation, deple-
tion, amortization or other adjustments
to the property’s cost."

A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE

At this point I could continue with
other tax changes, but they are not eas-
ily understood, to say the least. First of
all, a Christian wants to obey the law.
There is an old saying that says: ‘‘ig-
norance is bliss.”” This is true until the
reality of an event startles us out of our
bliss. This often happens at the death of
a loved one, when the requirements of
the law must be met. The law can be a
harsh taskmaster, so we have the re-
sponsibility to learn what the law re-
quires of us. Secondly, a Christian has a
stewardship responsibility toward the
possessions God permits us to use.
Good planning can help us use our pos-
sessions to our best advantage, to help
our family in the future, and to share
them in God’s work.

I am sensing a great deal of uncer-
tainty about the future of the order of
our society as we know it. People that |
talk 1o, in all walks of life, have a feel-
ing that there is a day of reckoning
g?mil;.g. Thlils is in harmony with the Bi-

e that tells
that we know :?lltl?lm'!he WOrld‘order
5. BOW Bre s o : mnate. In view _of

A I andle the material
affairs of life? Should we give up and
do no planning? No, it seems to me we
are to do what Christians of g S
should do, namel p R

¥ 'Y, prepare as though

](?UF plans will ultimately be needed but
world, we néed T‘:p;x R
as we live daily anlg olm from the Lord
It seems to me h [Pan ro; !he_ruture.
Sstate slannis at good Fmapmal and
& prepares us to live or die

as the Lord wills, Wp ;
2 at pre
have you made? preparations

Some! de for

|| is ma L
t'hatz"\:“vill needs perlod|ct
e hen did you as

:g:gngv'your will with an
attorneY’
(] please contact me person-

ally without cost or obli-
gation to me.

) please send the brochure,
wyou Never Need to
change Your Will, Un-
less..."”

Name

Address
City State/Province

Zip Code
Send to Everett A. Barker,
North American Baptist Con-
ference, 1 So. 210 Summit
Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL
60181

The Woman's Missionary
Union:
Salt and Honey
in the Church

by LaVerna Mehlhaff

We are the women of the North
American Baptist Conference. We are a
group of 400 societies with a member-
ship of about 10,000 women in the
United States and Canada. .

We are housewives, Secretarics,
nurses, teachers, bookkeepers, bus
drivers, college students, career women,
singles, widows, divorcees, YOUNger,
older, in-between.

We desire to fulfill the purpose to
which we are committed: (1) first of all
to unite all of the women of our
churches into a fellowship that will help
each of us grow in a personal relation-
ship to Jesus Christ through Bll')le.SIlldY
and prayer: (2) to cultivate a missionary
Spirit among our women; (3) t© b.ecomi
Involved in personal evangelism 11 m-lh
Judea/home missions; (4) then to reac
out to the uttermost parts of the
Wworld—overseas missions.

Meeling Needs Overseas )
We are concerned for overseas mis-
sions as seen through our invalvement
in White Cross work (which would also
come under the category of world Re-

B
: y b )
Miss LaVerna Mehlhaff is director -a.rj;
Women's work for the North Americ

aptist Conference.

lief). Our women have been faithful in
fulfilling the quotas given to them by
our missionaries in the medical fields in
Cameroon and Nigeria for the past 54
years. Praise the Lord for the fanhfu_l-
ness of the women in their support! lt. is
especially meaningful when we realize
that the medical work could not con-
tinue were it not for thf: women who
supply the hospitals, clinics and mater-
nity centers with sheets, blankets, lay-
ettes, rolled bandages, squares, sponges,
gauze and much more.

Meeting Financial Needs

Not only have our women been re-
sponsible for all of the White Cross sup-
plies, but they have also adopted finan-
cial goals each triennium. The goal for
this triennium is $400’000‘. All of the
money is expended for missions overseas

and at home.

Meeting Women's Needs _

We provide help to our women in
planning their programs for tITe year.
The program packets in English and
German are available on October 1 of
each year. These packets are to be used
as an aid as programs are planned to
meet the needs of the women. We a.lso
supply our local societies wut} materials
for the Baptist World Day of Prayer as

well as the World Day of Prayer. Let-
ters of information are sent regularly to
our Association presidents as well as
regular mailings to each local society
president and pastor’s wife.

Our desire is that women will plan
programs which will meet the needs of
the woman of today. In order to do
this, each society will need to know the
women of their church and also the
needs of the women attending the local
church. Programs then must be planned
to meet the needs of the women in each
local area. Needs of women certainly
vary depending upon the locale and in-
volvement of women in various pro-
grams in their home, church and com-
munity.

We are suggesting that women con-
sider using the idea of interest groups.
Interest groups are smaller groups
studying or meeting together in an ac-
tivity that will meet their particular
need. Several of our churches have al-
ready adopted the plan and are finding
that it meets their needs. Examples of
interest groups would be: crafts, exer-
cise, visitation, library, Pioneer Girls
guides, Bible study, missions and tradi-
tional meetings. Gifts that God has
given to women will assist them in de-
termining the type of groups that will
function successfully in their area. Each
group functions within the organization
and purpose of the Women’s Missionary
Society. Each will have a Bible study,
prayer time, devotional or that which
would be adaptable to provide growth
for women in their Christian faith.

There are a number of times during
the year when all the women will meet
together for combined meetings. This is
essential to retain the unity of the
women in the church. During these
months, it is suggested that there be no
interest group meetings, but, again, this
would be entirely up to the interest
groups in each church. There is much
that can be done to make the Women’s
Missionary Society exciting.

Every church needs a women’s orga-
nization that will meet the needs of the
women of today. We believe the
Women's Missionary Society can be
such an organization, relevant for
today. At no time in history has there
been a greater need for outreach and for
discipling, and the W.M.S. program in-
cludes both. Never before has there been
a greater need for sharing of love, car-
ing for one another, than today. This is
also a part of our purpose as a W.M.U.

Women, we challenge you to pray for
one another and be faithful to the great
commission Christ has given to each
believer—that of sharing the good news
of salvation. We do want to have a part
in the growth of our churches and it is
thrilling to see what God will do as we
yield to him. [

FEBRUARY 1977 | 19




® For 32 years Roy Mason of Red Wing, MN, has been
hauling cargo by truck. He’s one of the so-called
“‘knights of the highway,”” those who make a living driv-
ing a big semi-trailer across the country wherever their
cargo must be delivered.

Today Roy is still driving a tractor-trailer rig, but the
cargo inside is different. It contains 10 church pews, an
electric organ and a pulpit. He calls himself a ‘‘truck
driving preacher,”” one of several who haul their chapels
in their rigs across the United States and throughout
Canada, bringing the gospel to the almost 12,000,000
truck drivers handling the more than 18,000,000 trucks
on the road in the United States, with many more haul-
ing freight across the wide expanse of Canada.

Mason has been witnessing for Christ for almost 19
years, ever since he was converted in a small church in
Casper, WY. He says, “‘I was hauling crude oil from the
oil fields around Casper when the Lord called me into
the ministry as a truck driving minister.” It was a
ministry he carried on wherever and whenever he
stopped for coffee, or made a rest stop. For Mason each

stop was an opportunity for him to talk to his fellow
truck drivers about Christ. His logic is simple and one

Christians in every profession have followed: ‘“Truck
drivers can talk to other truck drivers. We know each
other’s language, what bothers all of us, and the prob-
lems we face. So I just use my God-given opportunities
to talk about Jesus and what he means to me and can
mean to another truck driver whenever 1 have the
chance.”’

What Roy Mason was doing in an informal way for
almost 19 years is now being done in an organized way

by an organization called “TRANSPORTS FOR
CHRIST.”” Mason joined it about a year or two ago and

now drives one.of the three tractor trailer chapels owned
by the organization—*‘Pathfinder”’ which runs the
bregdth of Canada, ‘“‘Trailblazer” covering the western

UmtedlStates, and Mason’s rig, ““Roadrunner,’”’ which
talf?s him throughout the Midwest, East and the South.

TRANSPORTS FOR CHRIST” was begun by a
young Canadian, Jim Keys, a man who began working
as a truck driver until called by the Lord to work for

Christ. Within a year after, Jim had confessed his faith
accepted Christ, changed his life to fit his faith and en:
tered a Bible college to study for the ministry,

_ While his classmates talked of working in foreign mis-
sion fields, becoming evangelists, or pastors, Jim Keys
kept remembering his own days on the highway behind
the wheel of a tractor-trailer. He knew, as did Roy
Mason, that there’s far more to truck driving than the
glamour of rolling down the highway with a semi-trailer
rumbling along behind.

There’s the problem of divorce. Mason reflects: “I’ve
run into more truckers who are divorced or are going to
get divorced than anything else. That’s their biggest
problem.”’

Truck drivers are gone from home much of the time
and this produces a strain on a marriage. Then too, as
Jim Keys notes, ““After days away from home, a dr}ver
gets hungry for human companionship. In this condi-
tion, far from the restraints of a home town, friends
wife and family, he can fall victim to the soft lights ofa;
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bar, too many drinks, and the invitation of the girls who
hang around bars and truck stops.”’

But there are other problems facing the truck driver.
There are the long hours on the road and the loneliness
that it produces. Irregular schedules keep a driver from
having Sundays free when he can attend church. So even
if he is a Christian, he is faced with the temptation to be
on the road on a Sunday in order to keep his family
financially secure. At the end of a run, or during a rest
stop, there’s little to do, and bars have an appeal.

Mason knows from his own life the strains this kind
of a life can produce on an individual, the emptiness
that has to be filled. And as he says, ‘19 years ago that
emptiness was filled in my life by Christ. After that I
never traveled alone—Jesus was with me all the way. I
had strength to resist the temptation during rest periods
and while waiting for another cargo to bring back
toward my home. I knew Christ was watching over my
family, so 1 didn’t have to worry about that as I once
did. But for the driver without Christ—that’s a different
story.”’

That’s why Mason joined ‘“TRANSPORTS FOR
CHRIST.” Like Jim Keys who founded the organiza-

"TRUCK
DRIVING

CHRIST™

by Thomas W. Klewin

tion, Mason realized no one was evangelizing the truck
drivers out where they were—on the highways and at
rest stops scattered across the country.

Christian truck drivers, like Mason, handle the
tractor-trailers that haul the mobile chapels around the
United States and across Canada. The chapels are built
inside the regular rigs. And when it pulls into a truck
rest stop, the huge cross on the trailer is illuminated and
a series of services are announced. Because the truck
drivers work around the clock, services too are often
held around the clock. ‘““There was one stop,”” Mason
recalls, “*where we had 22 meetings in 24 hours. You
have to be available whenever they roll into a truck stop.
That’s why I'm on the road only three weeks of the
month and home one week. I need rest and have to be
with my family too. Fortunately, they’re behind me 100
percent.”’

The mobile chapel is used for more than worship ser-
vices. Mason and the others who haul the Christian
chapel trailers are available for counseling, providing a
Christian setting for a man who may want to unburden
his problems to someone who is genuinely interested in
him as a human being. From these sessions come oppor-
tunities to present Christ as the answer to the problems.

The need for the mobile chapels is evident from the
number of truckers who use it. In South Holland, IL,
for example, more than 155 truckers visited the chapel
during the time it was parked at that truck stop.

Mason believes, as does Jim Keys, that the ability to
listen and help is vital. Sometimes a trucker may request
a trailer chaplain to call his family or drop in on them
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when he passes through the trucker’s home town. When
this occurs, the chaplain has the opportunity to work
with the family as well as the truck driver, bringing
Christ to the family also.

“TRANSPORTS FOR CHRIST”’ does more than pro-
vide worship opportunities and counseling assistance for
the “knights of the road.” There are safety programs,
designed to minister to the physical life of the truck
driver as the religious ministers to his spiritual life.
Mason explains these safety programs: ‘“Truck drivers
know how hazardous their occupation is. And they’re
conscious of how vital safety is for them. Then too,
they’re impressed that someone recognizes this and is
willing to spend time showing safety films. But we tie
the spiritual into it also. We tie in the Word of God with
how they drive and how important their life is. The
motto of ‘Transports for Christ’ is ‘‘Safety is of the
Lord’’ Proverbs 21:31. We have that passage lettered in
foot-high type on the side of the mobile chapel.”

Literature designed to appeal to the truck driver and
speaking to his needs in his own language is also a part
of the “TRANSPORTS FOR CHRIST” program.
That’s how Jim Keys first began his ministry and work
with the men who drive the huge tractor-trailers. The
“Highway Evangelist’’ is the chief means of keeping in
touch with the men who crisscross the North Ameri_cgn
continent. Begun in 1957 by Jim Keys with an initial
printing of 280, it now has a normal circulation of some
50,000. It’s filled with pictures, stories about the men
who drive the rigs, and it speaks to them about how
Christ can be a part of their lives.

“TRANSPORTS FOR CHRIST”’ began when a con-
verted truck driver in Canada came back from a Bible
college in Canada to evangelize the men who travel the
highways in their tractor-trailers. It is now a specialized
ministry reaching out to truckers all across the United
States and Canada. There are nine chaplains, including
Roy Mason, thirty evangelists, nine divisional head-
quarters, and district workers giving their time to distri-
bute literature and visit the many truck stops around the
country. A Mobile Chapel may travel as much as 30,000
miles per year, visiting major truck stops for a few days
at a time.

And as the ministry continues to grow, a small band
of Christians in Japan, where the trucking industry is
mushrooming, have begun a similar ministry, sensing in
this approach an opportunity to bring Christ to their
fellow Japanese and have them find in Jesus the answer
to the problems and needs people have everywhere in the
world, and those special needs the men have who drive
the tractor-trailers on the open road. [
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS

‘REPORT

GRAFTON,ND, CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT

by Philip Voss

The city of Grafton, with a population of 6,000, is lo-
cated in the northeast portion of North Dakota, approx-
imately 47 miles south of the Canadian border. It is
situated on the banks of the Park River, approximately
twelve miles east of its confluence with the Red River,
the Minnesota boundary. This area of the state, the
heart of the Red River Valley, comprises some of the
richest soil in the world. Where the population is
fiecreasing in the surrounding towns, the city of Grafton
Is growing in leaps and bounds. Many new apartment
houses are being built each year; still the demand for
housing cannot be met.

As the population increases, so does the need for
places for people to worship. The area is well populated
with Lutherans and Catholics. The closest Baptist church
was located in Park River, 17 miles away.

The Grafton Baptist Church began about nine years
ago when the Evangelical Free Church closed its doors
due to lack of members. Various Baptist pastors filled
the pulpit on a part-time basis. This church was not af-
filiated with our Conference at this time.

The Rev. Philip Voss was called by the North Dakota
Church Extension Committee to survey and then to serve
the Grafton Baptist Church as its pastor in July 1976. A
1976 graduate of North American Baptist Seminary, Mr.
Voss was approved by the North American Baptist Con-
ference Church Extension Committee in October to serve
this body of believers, which at that time consisted of
9-12 members. There are now 20-30 believers who have
bonded together to witness to the community. There are
many in the community who claim to attend a church
but are not born again believers. Pray that we can reach
these people as well as those who do not attend any
church.

Two new families now attend regularly. About six
families have promised to attend but have not responded
yet. Pray that the Lord will convict these families to
open their hearts to the Lord. We have had the oppor-
tunity of seeing the Holy Spirit at work in patching up
fragmented friendships, broken families and saving the
lost.

Our church building has a seating capacity of approx-
imately 100 people. It needs a new roof, repairs on the
furnace and some work in other areas.

The Rev. Philip Voss is the pastor of the Grafton Bap-
tist Church Extension project in North Dakota.
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The growth in the community, along with the small
growth we have experienced so far, has given us much
encouragement. We praise the Lord for what he has
done. There is much more to do. We feel that you may
want to have the joy that we have. If you truly want to
become a part of the Grafton Baptist Church Extension
project, send your contributions to the North American
Baptist Conference, 1 So. 210 Summit, Oakbrook Ter-
race, IL 60181, and designate it for the Grafton Baptist
Church.

teaching
the primary age children.

Pastor Philip Voss teaching the David Mattson
youth class.

Woman’s World
(Continued from page 15)

ception as Esther Powell of Campus
Life spent time with us on the theme,
“God’s Measure of a Woman.’” What a
challenging topic at a time when we are
bombarded from all sides by the world’s
standards as to the measure of woman-
hood. 1 especially enjoyed the group
discussion time. In our group we had
young working mothers, “middle-aged”’
women and some with the quiet smiles,
gentle eyes and silver hair that rep-
resented the wisdom of years. As con-
troversial questions were discussed as to
the role of a Christian woman—whether
single, a wife or mother—in this modern
world, it was possible as group leader to
direct them to God’s Word and the di-
rectives there for his measure of a
woman. These must be our standard—
not the differing opinions of the genera-
tions represented. )
Also special was the time of chatting,
singing and sharing around the late
evening campfire. And next morming,
here and there, two or three sat about
quietly and intimately shared early devo-
tions. ‘ )
Singing, laughing, praying, sharing,
praising God together! How good! How
great! And all this is possible because of
the bond of fellowship we have in our
Lord Jesus Christ. How I praise him for
it!
I came home spiritually refreshed,
eager to be with my husband, catch up
with the kids, bake a ca}m for S1un-
day—and take a nap. It was just great!

An |
Inspirational Time

by Caroline Dudek,
Norridge Baptist
Church, Norridge, IL

What a beautiful weekend! On October
1 and 2. the lllinois Association
W.M.U. he,]d its annual retreat at Cove-
nant Harbor Bible Camp in Lake Gene-

va, WI. The coloring of the 1reeds wasst:‘t;
its i |ds, vellows, reds, rusts
peak; the go y st the

and greens were exquisite agai n
deep blue sky and rippling water. The

temperature was in the 70’s.
Our guest speaker Wwas Rosemary

Turner, presently teaching at Mood;:
Bible Institute in Chicago. She Spen
almost two terms as a missionary 1o In-

dia. The theme of our retreat was
“Your Temperament Is Showing.”’ Miss
Turner used material from Tim La-
Haye’s book, Spirit-Controlled Tem-
perament, as well as others along this
line. We divided into ‘“‘buzz’’ groups ac-
cording to what temperament we
thought we fit into; this proved to be
very enlightening and helpful.

Several highlights of the weekend
were a singspiration Friday evening at
the lakefront under the capable direc-
tion of Bea Pankratz and her daughter,

Anita Bickle. Then on Saturday morn-
ing, before breakfast, we gathered at the
lakefront again for our devotions led by
Elsie Jeschke.

During free time on Saturday after-
noon, some attended a craft demonstra-
tion by Eva Weisser of the Central
Baptist Home, Chicago; others went for
a boat ride; some went to spend their
money in the ‘‘big’’ city, and others just
relaxed in God’s great out-of-doors.

God was so good, the fellowship
sweet and the inspiration long-lasting. [J

Heavy Ghinking
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DO NOT BE AFRAID

The words of Jesus Christ reach
across the centuries and are
reinforced by the Spirit's present

word:

DO NOT BE AFRAID
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HILLSBORO, OR. God has been
blessing the Faith Baptist Church of
Hillsboro. Thirty-three of our people
took the ‘‘Here’s Life America” train-
ing, and 28 took part in our phone cen-
ter and media response effort. In the
three weeks of our center, over 600 calls
were made, and 52 people prayed to
receive Jesus Christ as Savior.

Two Bible study classes are now fol-
lowing up on these people, and we are
continuing to use our training to share
our faith in Christ.

On Nov. 21, 1976, six young adults,
including two couples, were baptized
and, along with the husband of one of
the ladies baptized, received the hand of
fellowship on December 5. Several oth-
ers have completed the pastor’s class
and will be welcomed into our fellow-
ship in the near future. The Rev. Jim
Green is pastor of the church.

CHEROKEE, OK. Bethel Baptist has
b.een blessed this past year with 9 deci-
sions for Christ of which § followed the
Lord in baptism. Several families joined
the church by transfer of letter, and a
decision was made by a young married
man to enter the full-time ministry,
Many rededications were made, and
God has blessed our fellowship with a
spirit of love and unity. The W.M.S.
undertopk the project of putting a new
carpet into the church sanctuary, pas-
tor’s study and nursery,

Op Oct. 22 we were blessed to hear
Lucille Wipf from our mission field in
Japan. A reception was held in her
honor following the service. Lucille was
presented with a gift of love from our
W.M.S.

TRENTON, TL. The First Baptist
Church dedicated its expanded worship
center to the service of the Lord on Sun-
day afternoon, Sept. 19, 1976. A con-
cert of sacred and patriotic music
preceded the dedication service. Pastor
Bob R. Neighbors welcomed guests and
extended program recognitions. Selec-
tions by the adult choir and the youth
sextet were highlighted by Scripture.
The Rev. Willis Potratz spoke; the Rev.
Morgan Davis gave the dedicatory
prayer. The deacons’ wives hosted a
reception following the service.

The expansion project included ex-
tending the sanctuary by moving the en-
tire end wall 16 feet thus adding a
church office, new stairways to the
basement, new heating and air-condi-
tioning systems, new pews in the center
of sanctuary, new exterior siding and
carpeting throughout and altering the
foyer and the baptistry. The seating was
increased from 130 to 240,
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Plans are underway for the obser-
vance of our 75th anniversary on March
19-20, 1977. (Bob Neighbors, pastor.)

KESWICK, NJ. The Atlantic Associa-
tion Women’s Missionary Union met on
Nov. 5 and 6, 1976, for its 13th Annual
Retreat, at beautiful America’s Keswick,
Whiting, NJ. It was our privilege to
have as our guest speaker, Miss LaVer-
na Mehlhaff, who challenged us with
messages on Friday evening and Satur-
day. She gave us new insight into the
work of our W.M.U. as well as helpful
suggestions for activities of our in-
dividual missionary societies.

The beauty of the Keswick Confer-
ence grounds, the fellowship with one
another, the music, good meals and
thought-provoking messages all made
the Retreat a time of special blessing.
There were 131 ladies who attended,
and our missionary offering amounted
to $320.00. (Anna Draeger, reporter.)

MORRIS, MB. In September 1976 the
Rev. Wilfred L. Weick and family, mis-
sionaries to Japan, were with us at Em-
manuel Baptist Church. We enjoyed
th.ell' singing, verbal messages, and
slides of their work in Japan.

Thanksgiving was observed on Oct.
17, 1976. Our morning service was
broafjcast over a local radio station. The
evening service was conducted by the
$und?y sc:oo!. The total mission offer-
ing for the da
iy y amounted to almost

Our young people’s activities included
a wgel_cend at our church camp at Lake
Nutimik, Bible study groups, and a
lwo-dgy youth rally at the German Bap-
tist Mlssion Church, Winnipeg,.

Pioneer Girls enrollment has increased

sh{irpiy, and we plan to start Boys’
Brigade.
. Our W.M.S. held its annual program
in _November, with guest speaker, Mrs,
Anita Gutowski, missionary to Nigeria
An offering of $612.00 was received for
the Bible school to be constructed in
Mbu, Nigeria.

Two candidates followed the Lord in
baptism on Nov. 14, 1976. The Rev.
Bruno Voss is pastor of our church.
(Mrs. C. Bergstresser, reporter.)

WEST FARGO, ND. ““It is more
blessed to give than to receive,”’ (Acts
20:35) was the verse for the Harvest-
Mission Festival of the Grace Baptist
Church, on Oct. 17, 1976. As this pic-
ture shows, our communion table was
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beautifully decorated with fruits, vege-
tables, pumpkins and stalks of corn,
ever reminding us of the goodness of
God. Guest speaker during the morning
service was Dr. Harold Manner, Ph.D.,
chairman and professor of Biology,
Loyola University, Chicago, IL. We
were blessed during our evening service
by Miss Pat Lenz, missionary, Camer-
oon, as she shared her work through
slides. Our missionary offering was
$2,102.00. Praise God. The Rev. Leroy
Moser is our pastor. (Frances Abraham-
son, reporter.)

DERBY, NY. God’s Volunteers came
and took this church extension church
by storm in November, 1976. Our hearts
were blessed, and we continue to praise
the Lord for the way they were sup-
ported during their stay. At the final
Sunday evening service there were 215.

People were inspired and encouraged
to commit themselves to the exciting
task of sharing the good news of Christ.
As a result there were 792 calls, 517
contacts, 87 prospects, and 16 decisions.
l{ has meant the revitalization of our
visitation program, and we are thrilled
to see people coming to church who
were touched by the God’s Volunteers’
ministry. This time with G.V.'s was the
highlight of many, many experiences
God has given us this year. (George
Brite, pastor.)

KELOWNA B.C. Three events high-
lighted the October-November, 1976,
season at our church. The first event was
the celebration of the 15th anniversary

of the organization of Trinity Baptist
Church. We praise God for his guidance
throughout the years; souls have been
won to him, resulting in occasions such
as the baptism of 14 persons, our second
event this fall. Thirdly, we have just con-
cluded our first Okanagan N.A.B. Mis-
sionary Conference which was hosted by
our church, Osoyoos Baptist Church and
Faith Baptist Church of Vernon. Lake-
view Heights Baptist Church and Grace
Baptist Church of Kelowna took part,
also. The missionary speakers were Dr.
Dieter Lemke, Miss Eunice Kern, the
Rev. Harvey Motis, and the Rev. Fred
Moore, featuring Japan and Cameroon,
in particular. (M. E. Spletzer, reporter.)

ELK GROVE, CA. The Northern Cali-
fornia Women’s First Annual Fall Fes-
tival was held at the First Baptist
Church, Elk Grove, on Oct. 29, 1976.

The theme, ‘“‘God Loves America,”
was introduced by Esther Woehl. Mrs.
Ray Hoffman told of the preparations
which she and her husband had made to
g0 as missionaries to Victoria, Carn_er-
oon. Marya Lindstrom, a vemri]oquls_t.
was featured as well as group patriotic
singing led by Wanda Lippert. Barbara
Livingston gave the devotional. Special
music was provided by Pat Hoffman,
June Goehring, Edie Galbraith, Geri
Palmer, Ann Jantzen, and Anita Porter.
Jeannette Hinsz gave a reading, and
Trudy Frank led in prayer. Bicentennial
exhibits were viewed following the ser-
vice. (Pat Hoffman, reporter.)

GRAND FORKS, ND. We were privj-
leged to have God’s Volunteers music
and follow-up sections with us at Grace
Baptist October 6-15, 1976. The music
section appeared on television and also
sang in the South Forks Shopping Mall.
Together the two sections made_gvcr
400 calls, and a number of decisions
were made for Christ. .
November 6-7 was set aside for dedi-
cation of our new activities ce'nter‘. The
festivities began Saturday evening in the
new auditorium with a banquel served
by ladies of the Dorcas Club. The Rev.
Clarence Walth, North Central Area
secretary, was guest speaker, and Lloyd
Omdahl master of ceremonies. Special
music was provided by l_he Freedom
Life Quartet. Sunday morning Dr. Peter
Fehr of Minneapolis, MN, was guest
speaker; with Dr. G. K. Zimmerman,
N.A.B. executive secretary and a forp}er
pastor, speaking at the formal dedica-
tion and laying of the cornerstonc Sun-
day afternoon. (Lois Stroh, reporter.)

CRESTON, NE. On Oct. 3, 1976, we
rejoiced as 10 persons Were baptized

during the morning worship service and
received into the fellowship of the
church that evening by Interim Pastor
D. Lee Grace. Pictured with the new
members are Pastor Grace and Mrs.
David Zimmerman who held a series of
classes with them.

On Sunday evening, November 7, the
Sunday school observed Harvest Mis-
sion, Scripture Memory, Bible Day and
Conference Sunday with a special pro-
gram and film. Fruits, vegetables and
grain decorated the platform.

Sixty women from our sister churches
worshiped with us on November 1, the
Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer.

On Sunday evening Nov. 21 The Dor-
cas Society had its annual program with
the Rev. Fred Folkerts, N.A.B. associ-
ate secretary for overseas missions, as
speaker. (Mrs. Milton Scheffler, re-

porter.)

VENTURIA, ND. Venturia Baptist
Church was privileged to have the Rev.
Daniel Fuchs, Oak Park, IL, as guest
speaker for a week of deeper spiritual
life meetings. We were richly blessed.

Our church joined with the Ashley
churches in the Ron and Diane Susek
Crusade campaign. We were filled with
inspirational singing and challenged
with heart warming messages by the
Suseks. Several decisions and rededica-
tions were made for the Lord. The Rev.
Vernon Schneider is our pastor. (Ny-
Letta Heupel, reporter.)

WEST FARGO, ND. The annual Cen-
ral Dakota-Montana Baptist Men’s
Brotherhood Singfest was held Nov. 14,
1976, and hosted by the Grace Baptist
Church. We had two services at the
local high school. During the morning
and afternoon services, Mr. Lloyd Om-
dahl spoke. During the evening service
different groups shared in song, and
Mr. Wesley Beuchler shared his testi-
mony.

The offerings at the singfest were
designated for the following: two-thirds
for the Crystal Springs Bible Camp and

one-third for the Spearfish Baptist
Church Extension Project. The offering
was $575.00. (Frances Abrahamson, re-
porter.)

NEW LEIPZIG, ND. Special Mission-
ary Services were held at the New Leip-
zig Baptist Church on Sept. 30, 1976.
Missionary Fred Moore brought us up-
to-date on mission work in Japan. On
Oct. 1, 1976, Missionary Dick Raben-
horst spoke to us on the work in Brazil.
On Oct. 3, 1976, we held our Harvest-
Mission Fest with Missionary Robert
Lennick from the Cameroon speaking; a
dinner was served at noon. In the after-

noon service, Mrs. Robert Lennick told =
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us of her feelings as a missionary wife. =
October 17-24 the Rev. Daniel Fuchs, =

Oak Park, IL, held a series of meetings
on evangelism and visitation. November
14 our church witnessed the baptism of
Mrs. Freda Kreutz. Pastor of the church
is the Rev. Roger Freelander. (Mrs.
Walter Kallis, reporter.)

PAUL, ID. Delegates from nine
Oregon churches made the 600 mile trip
to Paul, where Pastor Henry Barnet and
the membership of First Baptist Church
made the Oregon-Idaho Association
89th Sessions a most memorable expe-
rience. Moderator Bernard Fritzke of
Bethany chaired the business sessic?ns,
numbering over 100 persons attending,
and Vice Moderator Mel Kasen of Glen-
cullen announced the programs.

The Association voted to undergird
the Southwood Park Church in prayer
and with $300 monthly for a year
toward church growth and fiscal stabil-
ity. A gracious spirit of financial sup-
port from First Baptist, Paul, to Holly-
view Church Extension is a true pattern
of love for the brethren. The question
of need for a doctrinal statement was
reflective of Triennial Conference dis-
cussion, the majority preferring that
each search his Bible to look for God’s
leading in his life. Camp Tapawingo
Master Plan is developing with a direc-
tor’s residence started.

Dr. Roy Seibel, North American Bap-
tist Seminary, expanded on the theme of
the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our lives
and homes. Missionary Lucille Wipf,
Japan, shared our North American Bap-
tist Conference ministry among the
Japanese and, more particularly, her
area of service. A panel for the youth
discussing “‘What Constitutes a Call
from God?” drew Dr. Seibel, Miss
Wipf, and Pastors Jim Green and Bob
Vogel of Faith and Immanuel in sharing
their life testimonies, and with participa-
tion by the youth, proved this a relative
topic. Pastor Anthony Salazar, Bethany,
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our conference in action

accompanied the youth in their activ-
ities.
mfl:v[iss wipf spoke at the Women'’s
Missionary Luncheon, and Mr. Don
Hall, recording secretary, Glencullen,
spoke at the Men’s Luncheon on church
visitation. Workshops were conducted
by Western Area Secretary Hans Wilcke
on the Diaconate Board; and the Rev.
Floyd MCcElveen, Burley, on visitation
witnessing, 2nd the Rev. Dave Rodes,
Rupert, was the youth banquet speaker.
The Rev. Earl Kaurin, Paul, led the
pre-session Prayer times. Four of our
youth are_attending North American
Baptist College and one young man the
North American Baptist Seminary.
Increased budgets and the challenge
for church 8rowth and establishment of
more extension churches presents a wor-
thy challenge for the new leadership to
direct: Moderator  Mel Kasen, Vice
Moderator Pastor Anthony Salazar,
Treasurer Harold  Ayres ~ Statistical
Secretary Carlene Sonnenberg, Record-
ing Secretary Pastor Jim Erb and His-
torian Don Hall. Continuing service are
General Council Representative Walter
Schmitke and Alternate Doug Graf. Our
caravan adventure was fun  and our
hosts most £racious. (Florence Bauder,
reporter.)

MESBURG: NJ. On Oct. 24
{lf; First Baptist Church held a o elc?izg:
tion service for its new place of wor-
ship. COnStrUction on the building be-
gan in March 1975, The Rev. Wilmer
Quiring, Eastern Area secretary, was
speaker at the morning worship service,
At the dedication service in the after.
noon, Dr. Richard Sghilke, EEREERT
retary, A.B. Missionary Society,
extended Breetings from N.A.B. Con.
ference and 8aVe the dedication address.
Former pastors spoke. Greetings that ar-
rived by mail Were relayed by Dedica-
tion Committee  Chairman  William

i\
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Special music was furnished by solo-
ists, Miss Cheryl Schroeder and Chap-
lain (LTC) Clinton Grenz, church mem-
bers, and the Youth Fellowship under
the direction of Mrs. George O’Carroll,
organist. The Rev. Karl Bieber, pastor,
presided and was in charge of the act of
dedication at the close of the service.
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We were blessed and honored by the
presence of God’s Volunteers who were
with us for two weeks which included
our open house on October 31. (Mar-
guerite Lee, reporter.)

SPEARFISH, SD. The South Dakota
Association of Churches of the North
American Baptist Conference was held
at the Mountain View Baptist Church in
Spearfish Sept. 30—Oct. 3, 1976. This
was the first conference held in this
church. The host pastor, the Rev. Gor-
don Voegele, the mayor of Spearfish,
and a representative of the ministerial
association welcomed the guests.

The theme, “‘Christ Inspires Free-
dom,” was presented in messages by
Dr. Gerald Borchert, N.A.B. Seminary,
Sioux Falls, SD; the Rev. Harry John-
son, the Rev. Clarence Walth, North
Central Area secretary, Miss Lucille
Wipf, missionary, Japan, the Rev. D. S.
Wipf, and the Rev. Oliver Bender.

A Pastors’ Breakfast was held with
the Rev. Clarence Walth as the guest
speaker,

The Rev. Kenneth Unruh was elected
moderator of the Association, with
Duane Heeren, Sioux Falls, vice moder-
ator; Mrs. Roger Harms, Chancellor,
recording secretary; Elmer Olthoff,
Emery, treasurer; and Mrs. Wilbert
Bucholz, Tripp, statistical secretary.
Committee elections included Benny
Fauth, Emery, church extension; Mrs.
Dp!_m]d Miller, Sioux Falls, Successful
meg Center; the Rev. Oliver Bender,
Madison, and Lyle Hambeck, Spearfish,
church ministries, and the Rev. Walter
Hoffman, Sioux Falls, General Council.

The Rev. Elmer Tahran, Rapid City
spoke at the Men’s Brotherhood Ban:
quet. Neil DeBoer conducted the busi-
ness. New officers are Roland VanGer-
pen, Avon., president; Vernon Janssen
Emery, vice president; Andy Eben,
Avon, secretary; and Robert Decker!
Emery, treasurer, '

The W.M.U. banquet was held with
Ruth Buchholz presiding. Rose Voegele
Phyllis Hoffman, ArvaDell Tahray
Mary Etta Faszer, Janelle Hiatt, Mrs,
Otto !)eBoer and Irene Eben partici:
pated in the program. Miss Lucille Wipf
s‘polge on some of her “Firsts” of her
life in Japan.

New  officers are Mrs. Wilbert
B‘_uchholz, president; Mrs. Ed Decker
vice president; Mrs. Wayne Decker,
secretary; Mrs. John Voight, [reasurer'
and Mrs. E. 1. Rippentrop, Whilel
Cross.

Th.e Mountain View Baptist Church
provided spiritual blessings and comfort
to all attending the conference. We wish
them God’s blessings in their new
church. (Mrs. Martha Pfaff, reporter.)

MINITONAS, MB. Thanksgiving Sun-
day marked the end of a month long
project for families and friends of First
Baptist Church. Over 80 “‘Love
Loaves’’ were broken by Leo Hart, the
Rev. H. Ulrichs, pastor, Ed Hart, and

Left to right: breaking the loaves Leo Hart,
Rev. H. Ulrichs, Ed Hart, Bob Grieger.

Bob Grieger (pictured). The offering,
totalling $2,587, will go to fight hunger
and provide emergency relief through
two organizations, the Baptist World
Alliance and World Vision of Canada.
(Irmgard Lausman, reporter.)

ASHLEY, ND. A united area-wide
evangelistic Crusade for Christ with
Ron and Diane Susek of York, PA, was
held Nov. 6-12, 1976. All services, spon-
sored by a number of area churches,
were held in the Ashley High School
Auditorium.

A mass choir under the direction of
David Edwards, a professional musician
of the Ron Susek Team, enhanced the
services each night. The music sung by
Diane Susek stirred and thrilled the
hearts of all. The soul-searching and
challenging messages by Ron Susek were
a spiritual uplift. Decisions and rededi-
cations were made for which we praise
God. The Ashley Baptist Church partic-
ipated in the Crusade, and the Rev.
Etan Pelzer was pastor of the church at
the time of the Crusade. (Mrs. Carl
Fischer, reporter.)

AVON, SD. A Harvest-Mission pro-
gram was held at the First Baptist
Church on Oct. 17, 1976, with Profes-
sor Herbert Dickerson, North American
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, as
the guest speaker for the morning and
evening worship services.

On October 24 a baptismal service
was conducted during the morning wor-
ship service for one adult and eight Sun-
day school pupils by the Rev. Henry
Lang. The hand of fellowship was given
the candidates on November 4.

The Rev. Jerry Beltz was the guest
speaker for evangelistic meetings held
November 9 to 14.

The Women’s Missionary Society and
the Maranatha Fellowship presented

their annual program at the church on
Dec. 12, 1976. (Estie Betz, reporter.)

BROOKFIELD, WI. The Immanuel
Baptist Church of Brookfield adopted
as its mission budget for 1977 an
amount equal to 30% of its annual
budget. This will mean an increase of
nearly $4,800 in mission giving and will
be a step toward the goal of ‘‘As much
for others as we spend on ourselves.”’

To achieve this 30% for missions goal
the church members had to deliberately
curtail some of their own program de-
sires. The pastor, the Rev. Jack E.
Jones, says of this action, ““The needs
of our wider parish, the world, have
caused us to reconsider our own needs,
and we have chosen to give priority to
those which are outside our own back-
yard. It is true that some things we have
wanted to do, as a local church, we can-
not now afford, but we are convinced
that the wider-vision, demonstrated by
this action, will result in a deeper com-
mitment of our people and an expanded
ministry for Christ and his church both
at home and abroad.”

CALGARY, AB. On Oct. 2, 1976, an
ordination council met at Temple Bap-
tist Church for the purpose of examin-
ing Brother Sieg Koslowski’s suitability
and qualifications for the Christian
ministry. The delegates were favorably
impressed with the candidate and were
satisfied with his doctrinal statements.
Sieg Koslowski graduated from North
American Baptist Seminary with a Mas-
ter of Arts degree. He has been serving
the Temple Baptist Church as assistant
pastor. Sieg, with his wife Edith, have
accepted the call from Parkdale Baptist
Church, Drumheller; their ~ministry
began January 1977. Having watched
both of them grow up in our church, we
will miss them very much. The short
time they have served us has been very
effective and enriching.

At the ordination service, Oct. 31,
1976, the Rev. A. Thielenhaus brought
the message, (Lydia Stinner, reporter.)

CHEROKEE, OK. The Oklahoma Fel-
lowship of the N.A.B. Oklahoma
churches met Nov. 12 and 13 at the
Bethel Baptist Church. Dr. Sal_'nue]‘ i
Mikolaski, professor of Historical
Theology and Christian Heritage, North
Merican Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls,

, was pguest speaker and bl‘(::}lghl
some challenging messages on ‘“‘The
Mission of the Church Today” and
”Heri[age of Our Faith”’. Other spegk-
ers were the Rev. Harry Haas, Zion
Baptist Church, Okeene and the Rev.
John  Silvey, pastor, Bethel Baptist
Church, The youth had charge of the
€vening service on Saturday.

]
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JOHN ADAM, 76, of Leduc, AB, died on Nov. 8, 1976, He
was born in Romania and immigrated to Canada as a young
boy. He committed his life to Christ in his youth, and thi$
decision became the foundation of his entire life. He was 8
member of Temple Baptist Church for almost 40 years serv-
ing as a deacon and Bible class teacher. His Bible knowl-
edge, rapport with youth, positive attitude, ready wit and
love of God were a constant blessing. Survivors include his
wife, Alvina; three daughters, Reta Newman, Delain¢
Fritzke, and Darlene Archer; eight grandchildren; thre¢
sisters, and one brother, The Rev. Lloyd Kresier was the of*
ficialing minister.

DELORES HOLVERSON, 52, Rock Springs, WI, died Nov-
16, 1976, in Watseka, IL. She was born in 1924 in Roberts:
IL, and was married to Delmar Holverson in 1941. At th¢
time of her passing, she was a member of the North Free”
dom Baptist Church, North Freedom, WI, having served in 2
number of positions, including deaconness. Survivors includ¢
her husband; her father, Joseph Sans; five children: Joann€¢
Kissack, Sharon Eastburn, Michael, .Gunder and Mardeli
and three grandchildren. Funeral services were held in
Roberts, and memorial services at North Freedom, with the
Rev. Allan Gerber, pastor, officiating.

ANDREW MEHRER, 82, Bismarck, ND, died on Oct. 27,
1976. He was born Jan. 10, 1894, in Romania and abou!
1910 moved to the Anamoose, ND, area. He farmed neafl
Turtle Lake for more than 30 years before retiring. H¢
moved to Bismarck in 1946 and joined the Bismarck Baptist
Church, He leaves his widow, the former Olvina Pfiefl¢
whom he married Dec. 13, 1918; two sons: Reuben, Turtl¢
Lake, and Arthur, Minneapolis, MN; eight grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren. The Rev. Orville Meth and the
Rev. Ron Norman officiated at the funeral service.

ALLEN MOHRMAN of Columbus, NE, 54, died May 10
1976. He was born to Gustav and Lydia Mohrman May 17
1921, at Columbus, NE. At age 13 he became a Christian.
was baptized and received into the fellowship of the Shell
Creek Baptist Church where he was a faithful and active
member until his death. On Jan. 10, 1946, he married Elea
nor Alswager. He is survived by his wife, Eleanor; 3 chil-
dren: Aldine Mueller, Eldon of Columbus, and Barbard
Meinecke of Lincoln; 2 grandchildren; 3 brothers: Leonard.
Arville, and Gus; and one sister, Lois Menke. The Rev, Wm-
Effa officiated at the service.

CARL OKKEN, 71, died June 25, 1976, at Bismarck, ND-
He was born Nov. 9, 1904, at Buffalo Center, IA, and as 2
child moved with his parents to South Dakota where they
lived until 1923 when they moved to the New Leipzig area.
He married I1da Iblings at New Leipzig Feb. 10, 1931, In
1928 he was baptized at Odessa, ND, and was always active
in the New Leipzig Baptist Church serving in many different
offices over the years. He is survived by his widow, Ida; four
children: Don, James, Shirley (Mrs. Floyd Roehl) and Luella
(Mrs. Jerry Lang); 14 granchildren, three brothers and three
sisters. The Rev. Roger Freelander and the Rev. Clemence
Auch officiated at the funeral service.

GERTRUD ROSIN, 63, Edmonton, AB, died Nov. 14,
1976. She was born July 26, 1913, in Germany to Otto and
Helene Doberstein, Early in her life she accepted Jesus
Christ as Savior and was baptized on May 23, 1926. On May
5, 1933, she married Herman Rosin; they had 6 children. In
1945 her husband died in the war. She came to Edmonton in
1964, and joined Central Baptist Church, where she was a
faithful member. Surviving her are two sons, Friedhard and
Gerhard; two daughters: Irmgard and Astrid; IS grandchil-
dren, and one sister. Her husband and two children prede-
ceased her. Pastors Walter Foth and Allan Fredlund offici-
ated at the funeral service.

ALBERT SCHAUER, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Schauer,
nee Katharine Scheuffele, was born June 28, 1904, near
Long Lake, SD, and died Nov. 11, 1976, at the age of 72
years. On June 9, 1925, he married Anna Heinle. He ac-
cepted Christ as his Savior at the age of 35. He was an active
member of the Ashley Baptist Church serving in various
capacities such as trustee, deacon, member of Brotherhood
and Men's Chorus, and custodian of the church. Survivors
include his wife, Anna; 2 sons and 2 daughters: Milton G.
Schauer, Ashley; Irene (Mrs. Elmer Hopkins), Wilton, CT;
Phyllis (Mrs. Alan Hanson), El Paso, TX; Stanley Schauer,
missionary, Colombia, So. America; 20 grandchildren; one
brother, Jacob Schauer; and one sister, Mrs. 1da (Martin)
Goehring. His parents and 4 sisters preceded him in death.
Funeral services were held Nov. 15, 1976, with the Rev, Etan
Pelzer officiating.

FRED STROHSCHEIN, 69, Edmonton, AB, died May 2,
1976. He was born June 22, 1906, in Poland. In his youth he
accepted Jesus Christ as Savior, was baptized and received
into the Baptist Church. He married Therese Neumann on
July 4, 1935. In 1950 the family immigrated to Canada. He
joined Central Baptist Church, Edmonton, where he served
as a member of the male choir, played in the church brass
band, and served on the Board of Deacons for five years.
Survivors include his widow, Therese; two sons: Paul and
Leroy, Winnipeg; daughter, Mrs. Ingrid Maerz, Phoenix,
AZ; five grandchildren; a brother, Gustav, East Germany;
two sisters, Mrs. Lydia Dykau and Mrs. Meta Gretzinger.
Ministers who officiated at the funeral service were W.
Laser, W. Foth, E. Klatt and A. Fredlund.

BERTHA TRAUTNER, 82, Bismarck, ND, died Oct. 29,
1976. She was born at Scotland, SD, on July 5, 1895. At 4
years she moved with her parents to a homestead near Good-
rich, ND. In 1904 Mrs. Trautner accepted Christ and was
baptized. In 1920 she graduated from the Moody Bible In-
stitute, Chicago, IL. On Sept. 10, 1920, she married Fred
Trautner who served North American Baptist Conference
churches in North and South Dakota for 38 years. The Rev.
Trautner died July 4, 1964. Mrs. Trautner is survived by five
sons: Wesley and Charles, of Chicago; Phil, Pierre, SD;
Paul, Lexington, KY; and James, Los Angeles, CA; four
daughters: Mrs. Lorne (Ruth) Paynter and Mrs. Ernie
(Esther) Ford, Sacramento, CA; Mrs. R. (Elizabeth) Han-
son, Phoenix, AZ, and Mrs. Don E. (Lois Kaye) Litin, Min-
neapolis, MN; a brother and seven sisters. The Rev. Ron
Norman officiated at the funeral service.

HELEN C. UTTER, 83, died July 3, 1976, at Bismarck,
ND. She was born Oct. 4, 1893, at Scotland, SD. In 1901
she moved with her parents to North Dakota. She married
Joe Utter Sept. 15, 1915, and they homesteaded in Hettinger
County, In 1951 they retired to Elgin, and in 1960 she
moved 1o New Leipzig, following her husband's death. She
was baptized in 1934 and was a faithful and active member
of the New Leipzig Baptist Church until her death. Surviving
her are six children: Arvin, Harold, Mrs. Philip (Evelyn)
Smyth, Mrs. Ray (Dorothy) Matz, Mrs. Ovide (Hazel)
Grenier, and Mrs. Jerry (Alta Mae) McLellan; 19 grandchil-
dren and 27 great-grandchildren. The Rev. Roger Freelander
officiated at the funeral service.

IPPE VOSS, 85, of Ochre River, MB, died on Nov. 7, 1976.
He was born in Germany Aug. 28, 1891. In 1925 he married
Mareka de Vries. He accepted Christ while training in the
military in Germany. In 1927 they immigrated io Canada
where he farmed in the Turtle River district. He became a
member of the Grace Baptist Church and is noted for having
served as church treasurer for a period of at least thirgy
years. He served his Lord faithfully. He leaves to mourn his
beloved wife, Mareka; two children, (Lena) Mrs. Henry Am-
man, the Rev. Bruno Voss of Morris; and two grandchil
dren. Pastor Bob Lounsbury and Roy Fordyce officiated .
the service. : 5l
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February 6, 1977 is Baptist World Alliance Day. Dr. Cyril E. Bryant, editor of
THE BAPTIST WORLD, shares some of the happenings around the world.

NEW THINGS are happening in
China, that vast Asian land with almost
one billion people. Mao Tse-tung, who
led the communist government since
1949, is dead. A new government is
headed by Hua Kua-feng.

The political world wonders if there
will be more openness in China’s rela-
tionship with other nations. The Chris-
tian world wonders, hopefully, if there
may be a relaxation of the former gov-
ernment’s severe restriction on religious
activities. Nothing is known for sure at
this time. It is a situation to be watched,
and a subject for prayer.

* ¥ Xk

Though the communist rise to power
in China in 1949 closed churches and
hampered open religious activity almost
to the point of annihilation, the Spirit
and the Word of God endured. BWA
President David Y. K. Wong returned
from a visit to his homeland in 1975 to
report that ‘‘there are still Christian
people in China. I met and talked with
several of them. Many told me they
pray morning, noon, and night.”’

* %k k
OTHER REPORTS from China tell

that the Scriptures are being preserved
through memory and through handwrit-

ten pages that are passed to both frien_ds
and strangers. One man recently arriv-
ing in Hong Kong told of circumstances
leading to his own conversion. Day aftf:r
day a lone man on a street corner in
Peking had placed a slip of paper in his
hand, each piece containing a Vverse of
Scripture. The carefully selected verses
spoke to his heart, so that he became a
believer.

There were an estimated 123,000 Bap-
tists in China when communication was
cut with the outside world in 1949. We
have no way of knowing the full story
now, but we judge that the Baptists and
other Christians who remain have been
encouraged in their perseverence by the
knowledge that they are part of a world
fellowship. We believe that somehow
they must know of our concern and our

prayers.

IN BURMA, Christians have not only
survived but have grown in strength and
numbers since a socialist government
came to power in 1962. A BWA statisti-
cal tabulation in 1962 showed 207,345
members of Baptist churches in Burma.
The 1976 survey lists the number as
314,302, Missionaries, beginning with
Ann and Adoniam Judson in 1812, had
planted the Christian faith so well that a
strong indigenous church was able to

continue and grow after missionaries
were driven from the country.

* ¥ %

EASTERN EUROPE experienced
severe restrictions on religion beginning
with the Russian revolution in 1917 and
intensifying with the expansion of the
USSR’s political outreach to other coun-
tries during World War 1I. But the
Word of God has endured despite these
restrictions. Two thirds of the Baptists
in Europe live in these socialist lands.

Unlike the restrictive pressures in
China, Baptist leaders in eastern Europe
have been privileged to participate in
Baptist World Alliance meetings in
various parts of the world. In fact, the
central committee of the European Bap-
tist Federation recently held its annual
meeting in Budapest, Hungary.

* k%

REPORTS come now of the forth-
coming publication of a new translation
of the Bible in modern Russian. We
hope that authorities will provide paper
and otherwise permit the printing of the
hundreds of thousands of copies needed
to meet the spiritual hunger of people
throughout the USSR.

The Bible has been significant in
Christian history in Russia. The first
Russian Baptist was Nikita Voronin, a
merchant at Tiflis (now Thbilisi) who ar-
rived at his beliefs in 1867 through a
study of the Scriptures—not through the
witness of a missionary or a visiting
minister. [J

whal’s happening)

B The Rev. Siegfried Koslowski, assis-
tant pastor of Temple Baptist Church,
Calgary, AB, has accepted the call of
Parkdale Baptist Church, Drumheller,
AB, effective January 1977.

B The Rev. Charles W. Priddy re-
signed as the pastor of First Baptist
Church, Lorraine, KS, effective Jan. 16,
1977, and will assume the pastorate of a
Mennonite Brethren church in Fairview,
OK, on Jan. 23, 1977.

B The Rev. Fred Moore assumed the
pastorate of Southwood Park Baptist

Church, Tigard, OR, on Dec. 1, 1976.
He served as an N.A.B. missionary to
Japan from 1957 to Nov. 30, 1976. In
Japan he served as faculty member and
president of the Osaka Biblical Semi-
nary.

B The Rev. Philip D. Voss became the
pastor of Grafton Baptist Church, Graf-
ton, ND, on Oct. 1, 1976. Mr. Voss is a
graduate of North American Baptist
Seminary. The church was approved as
a North American Baptist Church Ex-
tension project in September 1976 and is
located in the Northern North Dakota
Association.

P — . "?ﬂj_,,
Gommunication
by Adolph Braun

The Coveted Dr. of C.S.

Cliff Barrows spoke to the ministers at
the Billy Graham Evangelism Confer-
ence in Detroit and told of his father’s

The Rev. Adolph Braun is the pastor of
Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA.
In this column he analyzes current reli-
gious news of his choice.
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mission work. His father retired from
farming and went to the Philippines to
ask the president if he could teach his
people how to farm better. The presi-
dent of the Philippines commissioned
Mr. Barrows as ‘‘Agricultural Ad-
visor.”” Mr. Barrows made it clear that
along with his showing them how to
grow better crops, he would witness to
the people of the Lord, telling them that
whatever they sow they will reap, that
everything brings forth after its kind.
He was requested to give a week of lec-
tures at a moslem university. At the
conclusion of his lectures, the students
and professors were so impressed with
his pragmatic wisdom, they told him of
their desire to give him an honorary
doctor’s degree. They said it would be
an honorary Dr. C. S.—Dr. of Com-
mon Sense.

I believe it was Ben Franklin who
said, ““Common sense isn’t very com-
mon.” The wisdom of this world is
foolishness when compared to the wis-

dom of the Lord. America has never
had more professionals—neither has
America been confused as much by
leaders as today. Perhaps it is because
the majority of professionals walk by
the wisdom of man and refuse the wis-
dom from God, in Christ, and thus the
leaders and followers “‘both fall into the
ditch.””

William James said, ‘“The essence of
genius is to know what to overlook.”” I
have learned to ignore the advice of
professionals of church administration
who either never administrated a church
or who failed in doing so. Genius is not
just a miraculous method—but rather
the miraculous message of the perfect
genius in Jesus Christ who both spoke
the truth and was the living truth. The
culmination of the foolishness of the
world is seen in the crucifixion of the
only man who ever spoke and led with
perfect wisdom. ‘‘Christ Jesus, who of
God is made unto us wisdom . . .»

(I Corinthians 1:30). [

PUBLIC AFFAIRS SPOKESMEN—Pictured
above are Charles Adams (left), pastor of the
Hartford Avenue Baptist Church, Detroit,
Mich., new chairman of the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee on Public Affairs, Washington, D.C.,
and James E. Wood, Jr., executive director.
Adams represents the Progressive National
Baptist Convention, Inc. They hold a copy of
Report from the Capital, a monthly publication
featuring news and analysis of public affairs
Issues.

Nine Baptist denominations in the United
States and Canada maintain an office in Wash-
ington, D.C., called the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee on Public Affairs. Nine persons are on the
staff. Religious liberty, church-state relations
and public affairs of concern to the churches
are on the agenda of this denominational
agency. The North American Baptist Confer-

ence is a member of the Baptist Joint Commit-

tee.

B The Rev. Norman Dreger, pastor of
Creston Baptist Church, BC, since 1971,
has become the pastor of Temple Bap-
tist Church, Medicine Hat, AB.

B The Rev. Herbert Hiller, pastor of
Ridgemont Baptist Church, East De-
troit, MI, since 1971, has resigned effec-
tive Jan. 31, 1977, to retire. He will be
available for interim pastorates.

B Mr. EIRoy Pankow, minister of mu-
sic and Christian education at Parma
Heights Baptist Church, Parma Heights,
OH, since 1974, has resigned and ac-
cepted a call to an American Baptist
church in Anaheim, CA.

B Mr. Laurie Taylor, a student at
North American Baptist College, Ed-
monton, AB, is serving as the pastor of
Rabbit Hill Baptist Church, South Ed-
monton, AB.

B The Rev. William C. Stout became
the pastor of Temple Baptist Church,
Pittsburgh, PA, on Jan. 23, 1977. He
formerly served an American Baptist
church in Eagleville, PA.

B Dan Van Gerpen is serving as youth
and music director at the First Baptist
Church, Emery, SD.

B The Rev. Clyde Zimbelman, pastor
of Zion Baptist Church, Terrace, BC,
since 1972, became the pastor of First
Baptist Church, Linton, ND, on Jan.
15, 1977.

W The Rev. John Wollenberg, pastor
of Sunshine Ridge Baptist Church, Sur-
rey, BC, since 1974, has resigned from
this pastorate effective the end of
February 1977 and will assume the posi-
tion of Chaplain and Program Coor-
dinator at the Evergreen Baptist Home
for the Aged, White Rock, BC., [J

B The Meadaw Hills Baptist Church,
Aurora, CO, dedicated its new building
on Nov. 28, 1976. The Rev. Victor
Gunst is the pastor of this church.

B ““Missions Profile’” is now reduced
from $2.95 to $1.50 per copy as long as
they last. This book gives information
on all North American Baptist mission-
aries. It can be ordered from the
Church Ministries Department, 1 So.
210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace,
IL 60181,
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They Came From
East and \Nest

The title indicates where our forefathers
came from. Viewed from the North
American continent they actually came
from the east. But in general geographic
terms the immigrants have come from
north and south, east and west to find a
new homeland in America.

The history of migration and immi-
gration has always fascinated me. It is
therefore no wonder that even my doc-
toral dissertation dealt at great length
with the issue of immigration, tracing
the origins of the founders of what
came to be known as the North Amer-
ican Baptist Conference.

Some weeks ago, Dr. William Stur-
hahn, retired area secretary of the
Northern Area (Manitoba, Saskatch-
ewan and Alberta), sent me his book,
“They Came from East and West,”
which revived my interest in the history
of refugee movements and immigration.

For many hundreds of years German
speaking immigrants have come to the
shores of Canada and the United States.
From 1821 to 1891 about five million
German immigrants came to America.
In those early days the German popula-
tion of New York and Pennsylvania
outnumbered the English. Even after the
American colonies had obtained their
victory of independence, the question of
using the German language in Congress,
in court and as the official language of
the people, lost by only one vote.

Among these German immigrants
there were those settlers who not only
looked for economic and business op-
portunities but also came in search of
religious and political freedom. They
were to become the founders and pio-
neers of our present Conference.

North American Baptists for many
decades have been rather silent with
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regard to their own history. In 1924,
Albert J. Ramaker, then professor of
the German Department at Rochester
Theological Seminary, was the first to
write a short history called “The Ger-
man Baptists in North America.”’

About twenty years later Herman von
Berge edited *‘These Glorious Years,” a
volume containing valuable information
on the various ministries of North
American Baptists. In 1958, Professor
O. E. Krueger wrote a study course
book, entitled ““In God’s Hand’’ which
tftlls the story of North American Bap-
tists from the beginning up to that date.

The Rev. William Sturhahn has pre-
sented us with a new attempt to retain
historical data of a span of time, when
the terrors of World War IJ had up-
rooted millions of people in Europe,
who again were looking to America as
the' promised “land of beginning
again.” As the former coordinator of
-the North American Baptist relief and
1q1m|gration program, under the aus-
pices of the Baptist World Alliance, he
is thoroughly familiar with all the com-
plex _Clata making up the total picture of
our involvement in the resettlement of
thousands of Baptists and their families.

When on October 15, 1950, he opened
a two-room office in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, little did he know then how much
wlork (and headache) was waiting for
him. In his foreword, Mr. Sturhahn
modestly hides his numerous duties:

“It Was my responsibility to motivate
Cana\_dlans to  provide destinations
hous!ng gnd employment and to receivé
the immigrants upon their arrival in
galinoada. I was also responsible for a
W-up minis i

o trawtﬂploam‘,t,ry and for the collection
On three hundred pages with more than
one hundred photos he tells a vibrant
and_ fascinating story of events and ex-
periences of twenty years ministry to
refugees and immigrants to Canada
The book is divided into three parts.'
Flrs_t, “Documentary Reports” of hap:
penings and of the men and women in
churches and government, who made
the resettlement program possible; sec-
onc}ly, “‘Rita’s Diary,” a fictitious, nar-
‘r:'iuon loaded with factual data; thirdly

Fol_low-Up,” in  which the autho;
studies the results of the transplantation

of these refugees from the E
. uropea
the Canadian sojl. pean to

“They Came from East and West"
most  fascinating book which

: ever
North American Baptist should read)i
You can order your copy for $15.95
fr(_)m_the author: 184 Wharton Blvd.
Winnipeg, MB, R2Y 0TI, Canada. ,

is a

Thank you, Dr. Sturhahn f j
well done! RJK R
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... How can God show me what He
wants me to do with my life?

... Wheredo I fit in?

... What career choices are open (0O
me?

... Does the ministry offer a career
challenge worth investigating?

... Do I have what it takes?

. . . Are there opportunities for womep?
... Is anything worthwhile happening
in the church? :

... What kinds of gifts and training are
needed to do the job?

... Why is seminary important?

... Which seminary should I attend?

So many questions being asked ...
are there any answers?

On the weekend of March 11-13,
1977, on the campus of North American
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, these
questions and a lot of other issues will
be met head on with experienced re-
source people leading the way. .

If you are college-age and are giving
any thought to God leading you toward
a church-related career, you won’t want
to miss this super weekend. Hurry reser-
vations are limited! !

Talk to your pastor or write directly
for more information to:
Donald N. Miller or John Hisel
North American Baptist Seminary
1605 S. Euclid Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
or call collect 1-605/336-6588.

Book Reviews
(Continued from page 12)

looking forward to the Good News Bi-
ble. According to the American Bible
Society Record, May 1976, the New
Testament version of “Good News for
Modern Man” passed the 50 million
mark at the end of 1975, a record un-
equalled by any other book in paper-
back publishing. If all those who have a
New Testament version expect to pur-
chase the Good News Bible, the presses
will be running day and night for many
years. [J

Love Is Tender . . .
(Continued from page 13)

In Ephesians 4, the gifts of the Spirit
of God are mentioned again, and they
are again tied to love in their exercise.

Isn’t it great that our part is to offer
ourselves to Christ and to come to know
ourselves. He will guide us in these
steps, but they are ours to take. The
rest, the ministry and love, are his,
powered and energized by him but ac-
tive in you and me.

Several years ago, I worked as a
volunteer in a community action pro-
gram directed by a young man from
Hawaii. He would discuss a program or
concept with you, and at the end he
would always say, ‘Do you dig?”’ He
didn’t mean ‘““do you understand.”’ He
meant ‘‘do you understand, do you
agree, will you follow through with ac-
tion.”

Jesus loves you. Love is tender (giv-
ing). Do you dig? OJ

Why I Believe in Ministry . . .
(Continued from page 16)

At times, people living in ease and
luxury in the homeland, mournfully
exclaim, “My, my, you have given
up a lot to go to the mission field!”’
I feel what I have gained far out-
weighs anything I may have given
up. Even loneliness has been
replaced by the joy of a deepening
fellowship with the Lord. The deep
bonds of love developed with co-
workers and nationals as we have
worked, prayed, cried and laughed
together often supersede blood ties.
I can attest to the truth of Christ’s
promise in Luke 18:29-30: ““There is
no man that hath left house, or
parents, or brethren, or wife, or
children, for the Kingdom of God’s
sake, who shall receive manifold
more in this present time, and in the
world to come life everlasting.”” I do
indeed feel richly blessed as a mem-
ber of God’s household.

In addition to my ‘‘Cameroon
family,”” God has opened the door
for me to be part of the North
American Baptist College family.
Here I have the privilege of in-
teracting with youth in the most
critical years of their lives and

guiding them as they set priorities
and make decisions that will affect
the entire course of their lives.
Recently I again shared the joy of a
student who made this discovery: “‘I
was going to take a well-paying
secular job, but now that seems so
empty in comparison with the deep
satisfaction of helping people with
spiritual needs. I feel God is leading
me into some type of Christian
ministry.”’

Socrates once said that if he could
get to the highest place in Athens he
would lift up his voice and ask the
citizens why they were turning every
stone to scrape wealth together, yet
taking so little care of their children
to whom they must one day relin-
quish all. Those who have the privi-
lege of counseling with young peo-
ple know what Socrates meant.
Where else can you receive so much
for your investment of time and ef-
fort? And who can be more interest-
ing than a young person maturing
into adulthood?

The hymn writer expresses my
feelings well in saying:

“The service of Jesus true pleasure
affords,

In Him there is joy without an
alloy.

‘Tis heaven to trust Him and rest on
His words,

It pays to serve Jesus each day.” O

Hallmarks of the Church
(Continued from page 5)

Perhaps we need an adaptation of the beatitudes as we move
into the next decade or century:

1. Blessed is the church that is distinctively Christian;

2. Blessed is the church that is shedding its light;

always derive its authority for faith and action from the Bible, 3. Blessed is the church that sounds out the whole word of

the written and inspired Word of God. (2) Recognize the ab-
solute necessity of personal commitment to Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord, the results of which are complete life-
transformation and a new beginning for the convert. (3) The
mandate to evangelism, the proclamation and demonstration
of the whole Gospel relevant to every dimension of human
life. (4) The cost of discipleship must be taken seriously. If so,
it will lead to reconciliation and Christian unity so desperately
needed. Let us never forget that the church is God’s instru-
ment in bringing redemption’s story to a world longing for
healing.

The church must once again become a disturbed church. Not
disturbed in the sense of disrupting, but disturbed in the sense
that its message and messengers will disturb the evil-doer, the
cheap politician, the sinful and unrighteous individual, and the
indifferent and inconsistent Christian. Wasn’t Christ a distur-
ber? He never lulled anyone to sleep.

Ours is an unfinished task even after one hundred years,
yes, nearly two thousand years. According to statistics in 1974,
there were 3,768,000,000 people on this globe. Of that number
T2V2% (2,743,893,500) were non-Christian and 27%%
(1,024,106,500) were among the Christian population. Can we
bring redemption’s story with such odds against us?

God;
4. Blessed is the church that manifests courage;
5. Blessed is the church that is permeated with the spirit of
sacrifice;
6. Blessed is the church that is consecrated to her Lord.
The twentieth century church needs the overpowering impact
of the Holy Spirit. “‘But ye shall receive power, after the Holy
Spirit is come upon you.”’

CONCLUSION

Charles A. Wells, Christian cartoonist sketched an in-
teresting cartoon entitled, ‘‘Conversation across the centuries.’’
He pictured a huge man, representing the well over
1,024,106,500 Christians, looking across the globe seeing the
early Christians who were few in number and not well-fed or
dressed. He asks, ‘““How could you, being so few in number
influence the world so much?” The early Christians  re.
sponded, ‘‘because our faith was a dynamic faith in the risen
and living Savior.”’

The promise to you is found in Ezekiel 36:11, “God will d
better unto you than at your beginnings; and ye shall k N
that I am the Lord.” O now
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jorities have you set for yourself in 1_977':’ Th_ere are many
s "Jlgt can capture our attention and energies in this last quarter
:R":Ez Twentieth Century, but they are certainly not all of equal value.

need to select the important things, those which have value for
geday and for eternity.

he Scriptures say, “...give him (Christ) first place in your life and
L: as he wants you to live” (Matt. 6:33 LB). If we make this our genu-

ine commitment, it will help us greatly to sort out the specific things
we will do each day.

The delegates to the 1976 Triennial Conference of North American
Baptist Churches in Portland last summer set several goals for
1977-79 with the following three as priorities for your consideration:

1 REACH OUT 7O OTHERS

TRAIN ONE MEMBER
) FROM YOUR CHURCH
FOR CHURCH VOCATION

INCREASE GIVING
3 TO KEEP PACE

WITH CURRENT NEEDS

Make your personal list of priorities now!




