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An tder. In' th St of these bodies want and need the brother Y ati'al " unity in Christ Jesus ." of li1'e ~ 1~1; 
deve\Other Pan ethworldwide family o f Baptists they find the esse1l1d1,situation among C hrist 's people is in a111 

Opin e BWA . erging wor . ' I h the c 
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Time Bomb Fails 
to Explode 

BUK ITTI NGG I, Indo nesia (BP)­
Uapt ist med ical m issionaries narrow­
ly escaped death a nd a newly opened 
Bapti st hospital in Indonesia avoided 
dest ruction when a t ime bom b fa il ed 
to explode. 

T he homemade device had been 
planted in a lavatory at Imm anuel 
Hospital in Bu ki tt inggi by a you ng 
man claiming to be an o u tpatienl. A 
loose wire, weak battery or o~ h er 
mechanical fai lure kept the 34 s11cks 
o f TNT from detonating . 

According to Indonesian mi litary 
authorities here, everything within a 
JOO-mete r radiu s could have been 
dest royed. Such a blast could have 
demolished the recent ly com pleted 
hospita l building . 

Bapt ist work in Buk ittinggi ha s 
faced strong opposition since 11 

bee.an in 1962 . P ermi ts to buy lane\ 
fo; a Christ ia n ho spital , bui ld it a nd 
operate it have been repeatedly 

blocked. 
T he ou tpa t ient cl inic fin a ll y 

opened on Dec. I, 1975, without fan­
fare which might have aroused 
further controversy . A sho rtage of 
doctors now delays opening o t' the 
inpa tient department. 

T he crudely assembled time bomb 
used two bat teries, a detonator and a 
watch wi th a ll but one hand re­
moved. T hese objects , along with the 
sticks of TNT , were hidden inside a 
heavy plast ic bag , wi th fruit and cans 
of cookies on top. 

A ho pital employee found the 
bulky package in a lavator y th e cla.y 
it was placed there. H e assumed it 
had been accide nt a lly left behind by 
a patient. Mo re than a week later . 
when the fru it began to ro t. hospital 
employees discovered the bag · ~ dead ­
ly i.:O lll C lll '-' . 
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Si ~ce the time o f Christ those with leprosy have been of 
specia l concern 10 the Chu rch. Christ ian missi'ona · 
f. . ri cs were the 
irst to give succor and love 10 those tragic figures wl d ' 

· d h · . lOSe IS­
eaf5C mda. ~ 1 em ho.u1cas1. Christian doctors pioneered in the use 
o me 1c111es w 1ch, for the first time in h' b 
I . h ' I ISIOry rough! 
eprosy w11 111 1 ic realm of curable diseases Tl 1' d · . 
d I r · · icy e 111 the 
b~ve.opmcnt Io I ~ ulrg 1 cal an~ rehabi lita ti ve methods a nd in 
a51c re\ea rc i w lie i may ult imately prod 1 1 for vacci ne. uce 1 le ong hoped -

Today there i\ bright er hope than ever bef h h. 
·· d d' bl' · ore I a1 1 1s an c1en1 an 1sa 1ng disease can be conque d C . . -
the key. The hi ~toric concern of the Cl . . ~e · . oopera11on 1s 
wi1h the increasing intere~t of na1ional lrl511an church, 1oge1her 
tary agencie\, can be 1ransla1ed in1 ogo;·c~·1 '.nen1 s and volun­
educa1e wor ld opinion about leprosy a d . igorou> effort to o · . n 11s v1c11m5 

esp11e a ll the socia l and scient ific ga ins of . . 
leprosy is sti ll one of the world 's mo I . rece~ 1 years, 

bl Th s serio us public healt h pro ems. ere are at least 15 000 000 . , , cases 111 the world. 

A
Dr. ~'. K. Zi111'.11er'.11a11 is !he exerntive secretary of the North 

meuwn Bapt1~ t Conference. 
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Fewer than 20 per . . 
lla lf f·r ccn1 arc under regula r 1rea 1men1. More than 

su er some forn1 of · · · . . s11gma t1Z1 ng cn pplmg 1ha1 could be prevented . 
Nonh American Ba1J1· 1 h h d . . . . . 

1 . is s ave a a v11a l ro le 111 m1 n1stenng 0 P~Opl e affhc1ed with the dreadful disease of leprosy. Our 
hosp11al and rel1·1b·11·1 · . · . . ' 1 a11on ccn1er a t Mb1ngo 111 Ca meroon, 
Afr ica, has served very effec tively in bringing hope to those 
who are a fnicted with this disease. Leprosy patients o ften need 
treatment fo~ several years, which may include surgery and 
therapy. During my visit to our hospi ta l in Mbingo I heard the 
~ords " Thank ~ou, thank you for helping us" many, many 
limes from the li ps of pat ients. 

On January 30, 1977, the 24t h World Leprosy Day wi ll be 
observed around the world. We earnestly commend 1 hi ~ obser­
vance 10 .ou r churches as an occasion 10 rea ffirm our C hristia n 
conc~rn for those wi 1h leprosy and as a means of educati ng the 
~u~I JC to an awareness of their urgent needs. Our churches are 
mv11ed ~01 o nly to pray for this special ministry but a lso 10 
support ll through cont ri butions. Your checks should be made 
payabk and sen1 10 Nort h American Baptis ts, Inc., I So. 210 
Sumrn 11 Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 6018 1. [ J 

The North Ameri can Bapt ist Con ference is known for its conservative, Bible centered Christian 
convictions and for its evangeli sti c zeal. 
The Preamble to the Const itution of the Conference states the fo llowing " distinctive princ iples 
for which Bapt ists have l ived and died" and which North American Baptists affirm: 
1. Soul li berty; 
2. The inspired authority of the Scriptures in matters of faith and conduct; 
3. The separation of Church and State; 
4. The Revelat ion of God through Jesus Chris t as only Savior and Lord ; 
5. Regenerated church membership; 
6. Believer's baptism by immersion; 
7. The congregational form of church government ; 
8. The proclamation of the gospel throughout all the world. 
The author of the fol lowing art icle, the first in a series of eight by various writers, explains where 
North American Baptists stand with regard to their belief in Jesus Christ , as the Son of God and 
the Savior and Lord . 

" . .. believe in the revelation of God 
throui:h Jesus Christ as only Sa 1•ior and 
Lord.'" These words so easily spoken 
today have cost men their lives in the 
pas t. These words decla re one of the 
distinctive pri nciples held by Baptists. 

The historic cw Hamp hire Confc\­
sion of Fai th elaborates th is s1a1emc111 
or belief in these words: ''Jesus Chri~I. 
1he So n or God and the So n of ma n. 
came into the world 10 ~a,·e men from 
1he gui lt and condemna tion o f ~i n , o f­
feri ng his blood as an ato nement, mak­
ing it avai lable 10 a ll who cxen.:ise fai th 
in him." 

Exploring this 1a1emen1 I fi nd four 
idea \ 1ha1 communicate the heart of th is 
ba5ic belief; namely, Jesus Christ a5 I ) 
the Son of God. 2) the Son o f Man, 3) 
the Savior, and 4) the need for per5on ~ 
10 express faith in him. I would like you 
10 con ~ider 1hc5e ideas "ith me. 

SON OF GOD. " I a11endcd chu rch as 
a kid , but I don't belie\'e in a ll tha t 
stuff anymore. I don't believe in God; 
oh 1hae may be a God, but I don't go 
fo; that anymore. I don't bel ie"e that 
about J es u~ C hrist being the Son o f 
God . I just live life a5 it come5, I enjoy 
lifr and do "hat I like." Thi~ i ~ the 
.,ummat ion of one man'5 vie\\ on God 
and lil'c.: "hich he \hared during a re..:enl 
, i'>i l another church caller and I made in 
our community. Thi'> young man rcpre­
\ent' man) "ith \ imila r att itudes. Their 
denial ,tanth in dire..:1 oppo'>ition 10 the 
ba'i' of ou r Chri,tian fai th. that .lc~u ' 
Chri'>I i'> the eternal Son of the Ii' ing 

The Rev. Bruce A . Rich is general direc­
tor of the Church M inistries p eparr111ent 
of the North American Baptist Confer-

ence. 

by Bruce A. Rich 
Goel . Before he ca me in 1 he flesh he ex­
isted a~ God. Jesus spoke of his cxi5-
tence with the Father before the creation 
of the world (John 17:5). The Gospel 
na rrative by John begins with the dec­
larat ion that Christ exis1ccl " in the bc­
l!inning" and that he was God. Likc­
~\'i \C, Paul in Phi lippians 2:5- 11 testifies 
1ha1 Christ J esus " . .. cxi~ 1 cd in the 
form of God, .. . but emptied himself 
... being made in the likeness of' 
men." 

Jc~m · claim 10 diety wa5 challenged 
by the relig ious men of his day. On ~e ,· ­
eral occasions he dcmo ns1ra1ccl his claim 
by hea ling the sick and by rorgi,·ing ~ i n . 
In the fi f1 h chapter of John. Jcsu~ cite\ 
four proof. o f his die1 y: ( I ) 1 he te~t i­
monv o r the Father in giving him a u­
thori.1 v 10 carrv on his work. (2) 1 he 
le\t ini"ony o f J ~hn the Bap1 i ~1. (3) 1he 
demonstration of 1he \\Ork. he accom­
rli ~h cd through his relat ion 10 the 
Pathcr, and (4) 1he witness o r Goel· ~ 
\\'Ord , 1he Scri pture~. 

The men about Jcsu5 bore \\'i t ne5~ 10 
h i~ cliety. J ohn a id he wrote hi ~ Go5pel 
" tha t you might believe 1ha t .lcsm i ~ the 
Chri '> I, the Son o f God; and 1ha1 belie,·­
inl! vou may have life in hi' name" 
(Jo hn 20:3 1 ). \\'hen a<, l-. ed '' ho he be­
lic,·ed Jcsw, 10 be. Peter decl ared. 
" Thou a rt the Chri ~ t . the So n or 1he Ii' -
ing God " (i\ la t the\\ 16: 16). A ft er hi '> 
death and re\ urrection. Jc' u' made it a 
point 10 '>pe..:ifi..:ally pre,~·n 1 him,clf 10 
Thoma~ . who upon c\amining Chr i\I · ~ 
death -,..:a rs e\1.:la i med. " my Lord and 
m~ God!" (John 20:28). 

SO.\' OF ,\/..!.\'. Culbert G. Rutcnbcr 
in h i ~ book. The Price and the Pri~e. 
\ late\: " II' the Chri ~ l i a n \ie\\ or ma n i ~ 

true. if the me~~ that 1,i n IHI\ made i' a\ 

1ragic and hopeless as 1hc Bible and 
human history indicat e. 1 hen nothing 
le~~ than God stepping on the stage in a 
mighty act of redemption' can clean up 
the me s and make thi ngs righ t. " 

\Ve kno\\' the C hristian view is 1ruc; 
we know sin ha5 created a trag ic hell for 
man kind. and we kno ll' that God did 
s1ep onto the \\'Orld stage in a drama1 i..:. 
mighty way in 1he person of' .Jc~ u~ 
Chrb 1. 

In J c~us. God beca me man in order 
10 prol'ide a mediator bet \\'een God and 
man . In the sovereign, miraculous wa\· 
of Goel , not fully undcrs1ood by man' . 
Jc<,u ~ \\'as born of the ,·iruin far\' bl' 
supernat ural conception . H~ came i;1 i1i­
fancy 10 experience all of man' human­
nc~~ and to ident ify with and mi nister 10 
all age, . He wa' 1emptcd e,·cn a' we arc 
tempted. but he remained ~inle,~. thu, 
becoming capable o f paying our price of 
sin . 

John bear' 1hi' tes timony, "And the 
\\'ord bc..:amc l'lc,h, and dwelt amon l!, 
u\, and we beheld hi' glory. glory a\ ol · 
the only begollcn from the Father. full 
of gra..:e and 1 ru1 h. No man ha~ \Cen 
God at any time: the o nly bego llen God 
( on). '' ho i ~ in the bo~om of the 
f ather. he ha~ e\pla ined him"" (John 
1:1-U 8). 

Though a1 t i me~ we fi nd it dilli..:u lt 10 
untlcr\tand or a..:..:ept the h umanit\ t)f 
Chri't. it i ~ fact. Jc~u ., 'aid nf h i n~,~·1 r. 
""The fO\C'- ha\e hole\, and the bi rd, of 
the air ha\e Ile\!\; bu l the ·on of l\ \an 
ha' llO\\'hcre 10 lay hi, head"" (\ la tthe" 
8:20). He further '>aid. "The Son or 
l\ lan mu~t \ llller ma n~ thing'. and be 
reJel·tcd. b~ the cider \ and ..:hicl' pri e~l\ 
and '>t:n be~ . and be \.. i\k d . ant\ be rai,l·d 
up on the th ird da~ t l uh· 9:22). 
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Paul build~ on the essential humanity 
of Jesus Christ. In giving perspective to 
man's hope, he writes, "For since by a 
man came death, by a man also came 
the resurrection of the dead Fo . 
Ada II d. · r as in 

m a .1e,,,so also in Christ all shall 
be made alive (I Corinthians 15:21-22). 

. SAVIOR. Along one of the highways 
m the ~anadian West, between Alberta 
and Bri11sh Columbia there i·s a . d • massive 
woo en arch on which is writ!en . 
large l~uers, "THE GREAT DIVIDE i.~ 
1.1 reminds travelers of the nearby C . 
llnental Divide, the place fr~m wh~c~ 
wat er nows wes1 into the p ·T 
east into Hudson Bay. ac1 ic and 

. Another reminder of a great point in 
history is not a wooden arch b t h 
a wood • u rat er 
ti . en fcross set up on a hill outside 
le cuy o Jerusalem Th . . 

bold J • is too carried 
euers, declaring " JESUS 0 

NAZARETH THE F 
JEWS" Tl· ' KING OF THE 
10 the. pro~~s~ro;; ~o~d ~s a testimony 
send a s · 0 1 at he would 
ca lled J av1or whose name would be 

esus. It stood to I . . 
marvelous b" h h" proc aim his 
d . irt • is perfect life hi 

l
yna.m1c teaching and most vividly' hiss 

a onrng death · · • m which he shed h · 
bl,ood to pay mankind's debt of si~~ 
w 1ereby th 0 h . • 
death r ug accep1111g his sacrificial 

. anyone could be pu l in right 
s1and111g before the Father. 

His I · g orious resurrection b 1 completeness to the roug ll 
cross I d . . message of the 
when. h n eed lh~s earlier words were true 

e proc aimed " I am 1 truth, and the l"f . t le way, the 
the Fath b b1 c, no man comes unto 

er, ut y me" (John 14:6). 

Through. his death Jesus broke the 
POIVer of sin and death H . . 
without sinnin ·. e e~dured sin 

. . . g. He died without re 
ma1n111g 111 death On! I . . -
human Savior could do thy t le d1v111e­

a1. 
He did not die for hi . 

was sinless but 
1 

s own sm, for he 
• rat ier he died r 1 sin of all mankind. I-le w .1or. t ie 

.\acrifice for you and as a .substitute 
,· . me. Isaiah 53"4-5 
gi ve~ us this prophecy "S I . 
borne our griefs and ca~riedure Y he has 
... he was wounded fo our sorrows 
· h r our transgre \ iom, e was bruised for · . · .. s-

upon him was the chas~i~~,;;~1~lu1~~s; 
made us whole, and with h" . at 
are healed... is stripes we 

fie suffered in our place. All mankind 
ha\ been separated f G 
dead in sin All rom od and is 
Je\u5 b . . arc 111 need of life. 
d" ' y dying on that cro\\ \Uffercd 
h~~ra~~ 5ol~t~de .~nd dea1h on our be­
a1aiiable 

1
:

1
a e AJJfe in. all it\ fullness 
u5 . 11cnd111g 1o ti · · 1ra1ion or that rr le m1n1s-

belicve, i5 the abid1 e, Htol a ll . i~ho will 
mg o y Spirit. 

fie appeased God 
Jcsu5 Ch . on our behalf 

rist wa5 the ade . 
\ion of God's I . quate expres-
which hb sa~ing~vg~· .. ~nd the means by 

I ace could be made 
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available. God docs not love us because 
Christ died, but rather, Christ died 
because God loves us. Christ's death 
removed the barrier of sin which stood 
as a wall between God and man. 

Paul summarizes this great work of 
Christ when he declares, "But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near in the blood of 
Christ. For he is our peace .... and has 
broken down the dividing wall of hostil­
ity ... (that he might) reconci le us both 
to God" (Ephesians 2: 13-15 ). 

FAITH. Jn his book, A Lay111a11 's 
Guide to Baptist Beliefs, Dr. Harold L. 
Fickett tells a story that appeared in 
Newsweek some years ago. "It is the 
story of four-year-old Mike who had 
Jost one eye and was scheduled for an 
operation in which the second was lO be 
removed. Prior lO this surgery his par­
en1s drove him around his nalllre State 
of Florida hoping he would see a num­
ber of beautiful things which he would 
remember after his sight was gone. Fol­
lowing the operation Mike received a 
leuer from a lady in Ohio which said 
something like this: ' Dear Mike, They 
tell you that you wi ll never see again. 
Don't be lieve that. When I was a chi ld, 
I had the same experience as you had. 
During my life I have learned 10 see far 
more wi th my heart than I could see 
with my eyes. I trust you will learn the 
same.' This is a good definit ion of 
faith: 'Being able 10 sec with your heart 
what you cannot see wi1h your eyes!' " 

This heart faith can be exercised once 
we repent and wrn from si n. The Scrip­
lllres make clear what is necessary for 
U5 to grow in this faith: I) we 11111st have 

k11011"/edge. Paul reminds us of this 
when he says, "And how arc they to be­
lieve in him of whom they have never 
heard?" (Romans 10:1-1). Knowledge in 
itse lf does not save us, bu t it is a 
preliminary pan of faith. 2) We must 
have belief. Knowing that the gospel is 
God's plan of sa.lvat ion is not enough, 
we must also believe that he is able to 
save. In Romans 10:10 we read, "For 
man believes with his heart and so is 
justi fied, and he confesses with his lips 
and so is saved." 3) We must have 
trust. Again Paul says, "I know whom J 
have believed, and am persuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have com­
mitted unto him against that day" (2 
Timoth y I: 12). 

Faith is an act of the intellect, the 
emotions and the will. It is 10 grow and 
abide forever. Faith is the way we re­
ceive God's salvation through Christ. Jn 
Paul's leller to the Ephesians he de­
clares, "For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and 1his is not your 
own doing, it is the gift of God" (Ephe­
sians 2:8). God's work of grace is not 
something he gives today and takes 
away tomorrow. We can have the same 
assurance expressed by Paul when he 
says, " I am sure that he who began a 
good work in you wi ll bring it to com­
pletion al the clay o f Jesus Christ" 
(Phi lippians I :6). 

"Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; the old has passed 
away, behold, the new has come" (2 
Corinthians 5: 17). Yes, we believe that 
Jesus Christ , the Son of God and the 
Son of man, is the Savior of a ll who 
bel ieve in him. 0 

~Tl-l[S[[D 
0~~ by Martha Jayne Clark 

~o 
~ 

Forgo11cn 
the seed 
so carelessly tossed aside. 
Overnight it spawned 
untended 
a ~talk 
twi\tcd, grotesque 
burgeoning huge 
mi~~hapen leaves 
yellow \ plotched 
that all the world 
could view 
1hcrc al my doorstep­
then, I remembered. 

Tho5e words 
I dropped 
so carelessly 
bred tangled chaos 
overrunning 
dcvastati ng 
lives. 
I st umble 
1hrough the ~r ubble 
breathing a prayer­
rcstorc. forgive. 
Implant within me 
a frc5h awareness 
of your presence. 

ictory 
Thro~h 

Cti1i6t 
by Raymond Dickau 

A hospital stay is never too pleasant under any ci r­
cumstances, but there are times when it becomes neces­
sary. Such was the beginning of an experience on Sept. 
2, 1976. 

I wou ld like to share an experience during the first 
days of my confinement that may be an encouragement 
and inspirat ion to others. This is my prayer. 

One quiet, still night before I had fallen asleep, there 
came a voice from one corner of the room saying, "Ray, 
ra ther hard times have come upon you . You are para­
lyzed fro m the waist down, you may never walk again, 
what a tragedy. You may never serve as a pastor again . 
T here will be a lot of th ings you may never do again. 
Why don't we count up your troubles and losses. Maybe 
you have done something that displeased God and this is 
your punishment." 

Before I could bring myself to follow this suggestion 
and begin to feel sorry for myself, another voice close by 
my bedside simply said, "Lo, 1 am with you always" 
(Matthew 28:20b). I knew it was the Lord Jesus with all 
his power a t my disposal. This experience was so real to 
me, I shall never forget its sign ificance. That night one 
of the greatest battles of doubt and despair in my life 
was fought. It turned out to be the greatest victory of 
my li fe. It was a new surrender of my life to God. I still 
rejoice in that victory, and pray I will never deviate from 
this no matter what uncertainties be ahead for myself 
and my fami ly. This experience has brought a new 
awareness o f what prayer for one another means and 
how important it is. What a marvelous family of God 
we belong to. 

I take this opportunit y to thank you all for the 
prayers, your many acts of kindness in so many ways , 
and for the marvelous way the Eas t Side Bapt ist Church 
has stood with me and my family. My thanks also go to 
the men fro m our Conference Office in Oakbrook Ter­
race who have been preaching at East Side Baptist 
Church during my absence. May God abundantly bless 
each one of you. 

Progress in regaini ng health is very slow , but I placed 
that in God's hand to do as he sees best. It is my prayer 
that I will be faithfu l to thank him for every blessing, 

The Rev. Raymond Dickau is the pastor of East Side 
Baptist Church, Chicago, IL. He wrote this personal tes­
timony while being confined to a hospital in the Chicago 
area. 

every bit of progress in healing he gives. Should there be 
any lesson(s) God wants to teach me, I pray I won't miss 
these either. 

God is so good, to him be all the glory even though he 
allows afnictions to come. The secret is, submit all to 
Jesus Christ, he will supply strength for each day and its 
difficulties. 

Let us look at God's promises as facts. These become 
experiences. God fulfills each one, and herein lies our 
strength when it is coupled with faith. 0 

The real test of determination and 
energy comes when Pastor Oickau has 
to walk. "'Every movement has to be 
relearned," he says. 

Part of the exercises is the transfer 
from the bed to the wheel chair. 

Rev. Dickau, paralyzed but not 
therapeutic exercises. help less 

Strapped in 
ano ready tor his 
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The goal of the church library is not books spilling 
over the shelves, but keeping th em off the shelves in the 
hand.s of readers. Vacant spaces indicate a health y ci r­
culation , and a h~alth y circulation means a capable li­
brary staff expanding Its opportun ities . 

All phases of the church program are enriched b I 
l.b · y tie 

Cprho~e~ 1 radry materials and services. Both the new 
ris!Ian. an seasoned worker profi t by the availabili ty 

of a vari ety of sources, many ot herwise could f 
f I A h II . . not a -
ore. s t e co ecuon in your library grows it wi ll b 

easier to meet people's needs. e 
Beginni ng with less than one hund red b k · 

B . 00 s e1oht years ago at ethel Baptist Church in Missoul MT 0 

now have more than 1300 books as well as a, . '.we 
f·1 n I I · a periodical 1 e, an ne grap l material, record ings and curr . 
on our missionaries. ent flies 

Shortly after our church educational · . . 
wi th a library easi ly accessible from the wSrngdwas built 

d I un ay sc hool an t 1e sanctuary, the membership dec·d d . 
serve its designated purpose. When th I e k ll should 
h d h . ey as ed me to ea up t e prOJect, l ordered material o ti h . 
b M d · . n le c urch 1J rary . ost en ominauons have this inf . -
able. Later that same year 1 attended 

1 
onna~ion .avail-

s . I U . . c asses Ill L1brar c1ence at t 1e n1 versuy of Montana 
1 

. . Y 
soula, which facilitated th e work. ocated in M1s-

The majority of ou r supplies were b . 
regu lar church funding, and gifts f 0 tai~ed through 
wi thin the church, as well as indiv.id rolm Wvanous groups 

ua s. e asked those 

Mrs. Martha J. Clark is a member or 
8 

h . 
· Church, Missoula MT Sh . r 1 et ~I Baptist 

· M' I ' · e. ts a ; ree-lance writer livino tn ISSOU a. . . b 
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CHURCH LIBRBRH 
CHBCHUP: 

18 ITS .CIRCULBTION 
HBBLTHH? 

by Martha Jayne Clark 
who would li ke to share their own books with others to 
lend them through the library, and received a good 
number in this way. An accurate shelf li sting was kept 
on all acquisitions, so that we would know the source. 

Library hours should acco111odate the greatest 111.m1ber 
of persons. We found the times before, during and after 
the Sunday school hour, a nd after the Sunday evening 
and midweek services sui table for ou r needs. On Su nday 
~ornings after church the congregat ion was more anx­
ious to get home than linger to pick up a book. A 
s.chedule was posted monthly so that the members of the 
Ii ?rary staff could sign up for the specifi ed times. We 
tned to be flexib le, a nd if a person wanted mat erial a t 
another time other than th ose listed, a staff member 
would make arrangement s to be avai lable. 

By cooperating with the pastor, the Sunday school and 
other church organizations you create a demand for the 
librcuy services. For hi s membership classes the pastor 
can recommend a list of Bible versions, commentaries, 
concordances, dictionaries, atlases and ot her works 
which can be fo un d on the shelves. Bible translat ions 
and paraphrases aid in comprehend ing the mea ning of a 
passage, and reference boo ks give added insight to new 
disciples. Trained in using these tools they should 
develop a bet ter understanding of the purpose and will 
o f God in their li ves. 

For the Sunday school, along with teachers' training 
material on modes and methods for keeping teachers 
up-to-date, required reading could include an inspira­
tion al or a missionary book, or a study on whatever sub­
ject currently is being taught. 

Most departmental superint endents will appreciate 
having a read y-made list o f materials sui table for their 
use duri ng th e times when classes meet for combined 
worship services . Keeping a record of when the material 
was used , by whom and by which depart ment is help ful, 
and can be indicated on the particular story, devotional, 
or flan nelgraph itself. 

The li brarian last year, who was an Alpha Teens 
leader also, encouraged the youth to select for their 
meeti ngs, devot iona l topics of their own choice from 
suggested books . Here, an d in other church groups, 
books on games , quizzes, stunt s, ski ts and crafts ha ve 
been made good use o f an d more are being demanded. 

At the Women's Missionary meetings various person-
! h taken books to display and check out. Several ne ave . - · I 

ladies have said some of their most 1nsp1rat10na mo-
ments have been sharing from these boo~s a t a later 
meeting. Providing opportuni~ies for relatmg book ~x -

. nces and giving book reviews encourages reader m-
pene d ·1 . h , d lerest and cou ld be duplicate eas1 y m L e men s an 
youth groups. 

Introducing books to Sunday school class groups can 
help reach many who do not usually come to . the li?rary. 
Lesson-related reading lists of the bo.ok~ ava1la?le m the 
library can be compiled fr? m th~ b1?hograph1es at the 
back of adult quarter lies, sumulating mterest. and knowl­
edge. To that list, we added boo~s ,. or part icular .chap­
ters o f the books, with conten t similar to th ose in the 
bibliography. The teachers assigned reports from these 
and from volumes on our reference shelves . This can be 
done in other classes, but all require the cooperation of 
the ordering secretary, so that lesson quarterlies can be 
obtained for li st-making before the quarter actually 
begins. It also requ ires library staff n:ember~ who are 
familiar with the contents of the books m the hbrary. 

When one teacher started a series of lessons· on the 
missionary journeys of Paul, she invited a staff member 
to visit her junior class with missionary books and relate 
something pertinent about each one. Several were 
checked ou t on th e spot. 

A teach er of preschoolers took an appropriate book 
from the shelves and read a portion in class . She told the 
children if th ey liked this particular book they .would 
find many more in the library. For. weeks after this, the 
preschoolers swarmed into . the h.brary a ft er Sunday 

h 0 1 Checkino out books for their parents to read to 
SC 0 , o · d · 
them. Many checked out the same ones aga111 an again 
as th ey became favorites. 

New young Christians were helped to grow in yet ~n ­
other cla ss by the teacher who took out a book tell1n

1

g 
little ones what it meant to become member_s o f God s 
fa mily, and in tu rn, checked it out to her pupil s. 

Divide the church into dij/ere11t age groups /'or a 
Reaclcr-o/ tlle-.\fontll contest. \Ve gave poi nts on the 
ba 5is o f the number nf pages read each month, \\'Ith ex­
tra point s given for reading Bible vc r ~ ion s . A '' arc l ~ were 

books, and afterwards, many of these were shared wi th 
others by lending them through the library . . 

From this and other contests we lea rned our most avid 
readers among young people were sixth grade and below. 
Those in junior and senior high school proved to. be so 
busy with classes and school activities that most d1~ n_ol 
have time for much outside reading. From these stat1sucs 
we were reminded anew that the prime time to instill a 
sense of Christian values and worth is during the early 
and more formative years. 

Besides the bulletin board, squibs in the church 
newspaper, and strategically placed table display~,. ~he 
staff should seek to educate others in the art of u11/Jzing 
the tibrmy lode. For this, knowing books and what they 
contain , is as important as being awar~ of reader prefer­
ences, in order to make helpful suggestions. 

Visitation can be made more profitable if a book is 
taken along fo r the shut-in , the convalescent, the newly­
weds, the about-to-be-marrieds, the bereaved, and even 
the baby-sitter. One widow told us how our fiction and 
juvenile sections helped her through many lonely, di ffi­
cul t night time hours . She sa id at that time she wasn' t 
able to concentrate on heavier reading material, but 
needed somethin g to occupy her thoughts. There's no 
end to the ways you can help others through your library 
ministry. 

If you have ever been bit ten by the church library 
virus, don 't expect to recover. Actua lly, the infection 
could bring new health. If it s contagion spreads, it cou ld 
become one of the most effecti ve reaching and teaching 
tools of your church today, as well as a continuin~ 
source of worth wh ile entertainment and delight. L "' 
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NEWS FROM NORTH 
AMERICAN BAPTIST 

SEMINARY 
by John Hisel 

NABS fac ulty , staff a nd students are busy as the 
'76-'77 school year is well underway. The large enroll ­
men t (20% ahead of Five Year Project ion Pla n) is an 
encouraging indicat io n o f Go d 's lead ino in a time when 

. "' there ts a shortage of leadersh ip in chu rch ministries . A 
sense o f spiritual oneness prevails o n campus as spir itual 
development groups meet regula rly , as students meet in 
two's with spiritual partners for uplifting support, and 
as students are challenged from G o d 's Word in chapel 
and classroom settings . 

The Rev. John Hisel is director of church and commu­
nity relations at North American Bap tis t Sem inary , 
Sioux Falls, SD. 

Incoming studen ts, fall semeste r, 1976: (left to r ight) 
Fou rth row: Tim Carlso n , Bria n Dons!, Ken Ga bo n , 
Jack Borchert, Lynn Ham merstro m , Darry l Lynn, Peter 
Gaustad , Ronald G unter. T hird row: Richard Boyd, 
John Ziulkowsk i, J im Z urbriggen, Ji m Church , Marvin 
Dewey , Dan Edzards . Second Row: Doug Hunter, Larry 
DeThury, Steve Crouch, Gregory Mart ha, Richard Car­
roll, Bud Fuchs, Carlo Walth , A rt laggard. First row: 
Jennell Mauch, Janet Potz, Lin da Loudenslager, Deanne 
Barker, Susan Solden , An nemari e H at tenhauer, Carol 
Ann Bender , Kathy Rodgers, Caro l Potratz, Manasses 
Nj i . (Not pictured) Sam uel Abra ham , J erry Bochoven, 
Nova Goodson, Roland Si mmelin k and Joel Zimbelman. 
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A profi le of the incoming class shows that 64% are 
enrolled in mainline pastoral programs (M. Div. or 
M.Min .); 150Jo in Christian Education; 90Jo in Counsel­
ing ; and I 20Jo in other areas. Sixty-o ne percent of the 
new students are NAB a nd, overall, 8 1 OJo are Baptist af­
filiated. Forty- two percent a re m arried-580Jo single, and 
790Jo are male-21 OJo are female. More than 200Jo of the 
new students are seco nd career people. W e have a tota l 
enrollment of 157. 

The prayers of God's people are the foundation for 
the ministry of NABS in the lives o f young people who 
are seeking to follow God' s call ing. We a t the Seminary 
ask you to join with us in prayer tha t God 's wi ll is 
fulfi lled in the li fe of each stud ent and facu lty member 
for the sake of C hrist a nd the Christia n m inistr y. 0 

New Filmstrips 

Children , young people and adults wi ll enjoy this inspir ing 
filmstri p and cassette narra ted in pa rt by a boy who descri bes 
life at Hillcrest School, which our missio nary child ren a ttend 
at Jos, Niger ia , in a letter to his missionary parents. Can be 
used in Sunday school, ca mps, vaca tion church school or as 
pa rt of an evening service. Filmstri p and cassette 18 minu tes. 
Renta l $2.00 Purchase price $ I 0.00. 

~6'<1e-
To help teachers of children in Sunday s<.: hools and vaca tion 
church ~ch ool ; teacher training classes; visita tio n emphases. 
Gives examples of the ki nd o r vis i1s and contact5 that a 
chi ldren's worker sho uld ma ke. Filmstr ip and casset te 9 
minutes. Color . Rental $1.00. Order from Com mu nications 
Department , I So. 21 0 Summ it Ave. , Oakbrook Terrace. 
Vi ll a Park, IL. 601 81 

Ca nadian churches order from Nort h American Baptist 
College, 23 Ave. & 11 5 St., R.R. 3, Edmont on ABT 61-1 
4N7. [l 

T he Reverend Kenneth and Mrs. 
Eileen Priebe wrote some of their first 
impressions of their work in Kumba, 
Cameroon, in a recent missionary re­
port. They are deeply impressed by the 
needs a ll a round them. 

The Priebes arrived in Cameroon in 
August 1976. They were soon immersed 
in the work of coordina ting evangelism 
efforlS and advising churches and pas­
tors in the Kum ba area. Ken describes 
the need for tra ined leaders , for a 
capable field pastor and for a spirit o f 
revival in the Kumba fi eld churches. 

Mr. Priebe was introduced to the 
great need in Cameroon during a one 
mon th study program sponsored by 
North American Baptist Seminary. Each 
January the seminary sponsors two 
students on a short -study-and-work pro­
gram in Cameroon for on-the-spot ori­
ema tion and stimulation in missions. 
Kenneth was one of the students who 
was in this program in January 1976. 
He saw the great need for missionary 
workers then . He ret urned to the sem­
inary to complete his Master of Divini ty 
degree. After prayerful considera tion 
Ken and Eileen Priebe applied for mis­
sionary service soon after Ken's retu rn 
from the study program. They were ap­
pointed for service in Apri l an d com mi~­
sioned at the Triennial Conference 111 

July. 
Mr. Kenneth Clarence Priebe was 

born on April 15, 1948, in Swan River, 
MB as the oldest son of four children 
borr; to Mr . and Mrs. Oscar Priebe. 
Kenn et h grew up in a Christian home, 
and his parents loved the Lord ~nd. pro­
moted mission work . He gave l11s It fc to 
Chri st through the explanat ion of John 
3: 16 in a vaca tion Bible school and was 
bapt ized at the age of 12. He was bap­
tized in 1959 in the Ebenezer Baptist 
Ch urch by the Rev. Wilfred Dicka u. He 
is presently a member of the Centra l 
Bapt ist Ch urch, Edmo 111011 , AB. 

Kenneth compl eted his 111gh school 
education in 1965 in Yorkton, SA, and 
then entered the Christian Tra ining In­
sti tute in Edmo nton, where he grad­
uated in 1967 wit h a diploma in Chris­
ti an Education. He at tended the Univer­
sity or Alberta from 1970 10 1973 \\' he~e 
he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 111 
History. He wa · a member o f' God'~ 
Volunteers team J 969-70. From 1973 to 
1976 he a ttended North American Bap­
tist Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. 

Wh ile Kenneth was servi ng wi th the 
God's Volunteers he met a young wom­
an who la ter became his wife, M i~s 
Eileen Busenius. 

Mrs. Ei leen Priebe was born on June 

The Rev. Fred C. Folkerts is associate 
secretary for overseas missions with the 
North American Baptist Conference. 

I .; 

30, 1948, in Edmonto n, AB, the YounQ­
cst of two children born to Mr. a i;d 
Mrs. ~ot1 fr ied. Busenius. Ei leen ivas 
rea red .1n a Clms~1an l~ ome . Her Parent

5 
arc quite s~1 pport 1 v~ of o ur Nort h Ainer-
1<.:an Ba pt~ st . m1ss1on p rogram. Eileen 
asked Christ 11110 her life during Specia l 
meet ings at Centra l Bapt ist Churc h in 
Edmonton when she was a young girl 
She was b;tpt izecl in Apri l 1955 by th · 
Rei-. Henry Pfeife r. She is presently ~ 
member o f' the Cent ral Bapt ist C hu rch 
1n Edmonton. 

Eileen completed her high school edu­
cation in Edmonto n in 1966 and then 
attended the Christian Tra ining In lit ute 
from 1966 to 1968 where she earned a 
degree in Christian Education . She was 
a member of the God ' 5 Vol u nteer~ tean. 
1969-70. She also sang in the Chris t ia i~ 
Institute Chori5t cr~ while ~he wa~ a stu­
dent . 

Kennet h and Ei leen were married on 
Dec. 19, 1970. They have one chi ld 
Kent Byron, born March 26, 1975. ' 

111 recommending Kenneth for 111 · _ 

sionary service a close friend or i' ~ 
" H . bl 115 

say~. c 1s an a e teacher . He i
5 

fin all around ma n. He i 
.11u i,15 ·111 hi hands. He is never 1dl ~ ,·I . 

out 1a 1 ti ''e ' 1,c pract ical problems. He 
verY crea 10 so \ 11 of pat ience. He wi ll 
at a 10

55 rL1n ~pie." These a re the in­
\\'ill not d pe cl to respond to the great 

sta ll c1 e . I K d . -under. . 11ee ,111c 1 en an Eileen have 
dienis d ,, 

gre . nee 
mission feel Goel 's call to thei r 
seen . p ·iel:Je5 , . " I feel God's ca ll to 

I e I i,1V· . C T 1 i.c en s .~ 1 1 ary. 111 amcroon. T he 
\\·ork · 11, isSI ifl this type of work is to 
scr"e as 1 11a"erel of Jesus Christ wi th 
purpose, e uos 0 1 know him." 

~ t l - 11 
shar" .110 cJO •' I am concerned about 
those " sa)1S• i,i nd his saving power to 

E·1eeri ·st 1. c 11fl Ji eve Christ has called all 
shari ng I be " 

s as c10· 
othef . 115 tO 11 11cth and Eileen Pricb•' 

· ua i-: e . . . '· 
Chfl 5 , for c1he1 at Kumba with Mr . 

prn~ .
0

rJ.: t0 g
0

rge Baab and with the 
TheY ' '1 · ~ . QC c11ristia11s. Ken ha~ C\-

d IV i . ' l 1. . I an ~1 rC' . . 11 01 l lC clC\'Clopmcnt ol" 
K 1111Jil , ,,1 . C . u d ,on 11 gc1 ameroo111an Icadcr-
prcsse nd ~1r~, L1m ba area churches and 
iorc a I , ,~ . . . I T . n . 1. r t 1 1.. 1· ct.:1 11 a . he Pnebcs haw 

shi p o . ·· t o ' t L . . I · . . sJJ11 1 .1 v: 1 ~ p1a~1 1a1C1od,1i\\ 
I 0 I (\ . ·CV. . I 

lJC 11" ·v'. seen t , nci.: 
rnccl t hO~'-
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by Ernie Zimbelman 

CHRISflANS 
AND SEX 

A frequ ent statement that J hear goes 
something like thrs: " J wish that sex 
were not considered so dirty, and that it 
could be talked abou t more freel y." 

Human se.xuality appears to have co 1_ 
fronted. Christian people throughout l~e 
a~cs "11h fru stration. Our times are no 
d1 ff crc111 . 

On the one hand, various kinds of 
\cxua l ?chavror arc depicted in liter­
ature, prcturc\, advcrti ~ing a nd 0 d. . · r 111ary 
convcrsa tr on as offering tlie 1 . 1 I . ierg 11 of 
wman JOY. But on all sides f 

·d · · o u~ the cvr ence I \ dear that whcri 11 
I. . uman \ex -

ua rty 1s a llowed total and f . 
sion, then all kinds of m1' serec exfp r cs-

f . ry o the 
most pro ou nd k111d results Th d 

f h ff . · e ept h 
o uman su er111g that result f · . s rom the 
open, irrc\ pon\1ble JJursu·1 f 

d d 
1 o ~exual 

nee \ an dri ve\ can lead re . 
co111.:crned people 10 re .. 

1 
~pon s1b le, 

II hole \ UbjCcl Of lOI rom the 
beha1 ior ! \CX and sexual 

I .: 111.:ountcr many \ incerc . . . 
1\ho frd that .1 . . . Chri \ t1a n\ 

' \ UllC\s l ul 1 cp . · 
s1rinl!<:nt control f . r~ssro n or 

~ 0 their \C\ual need\ 

Dr. Ernie Limbe!ma11 . . r. IS (ISSO('late pro 
Je.1 .snr uf Pastora/ Co1111seli11 -
, Jmennm /Japtfat ') . g at North 
Fa/11· ') . . em111ary in Sioux 
.. , D. lie 15 alw in charge of the 

.Sioux f alls Piychol .. / . . 
Cfilllc. ogtrn 5erv1c es 
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and drives leads to a higher level o f 
spiritual existence. In this regard ll'e can 
find scriptural passages, when taken out 
of c~)lll~xt , that rein force this position. J 
Corinth ians 7: I is an example: "Now 
concerning the mailers about which you 
wrote. It is well for a ma n no t to touch 
a ~1·oman ." There are other passages 
which carry the tone of this ve rse a nd 
church history through ma ny cen;uries 
has extolled the celibate life. 

Paul, in I Cori nt hians 6:9-10 states in 
~he s tro ~1gcs 1 language the dangers of 
imn1oral ~ t y (" Don' t you know that 
those_do1ng such things have no share in 
the ki ngdom of God ? Don't fool your­
s~l ves. Tl.1ose who live immoral li ves , 
i1ho are idol worshipers, ad ulterers or 
h?mosexuals-will have no share in h. 
k111gdom N · h 1s . e11 er will thieves or greedy 
pe~~le, drunkards, sla nderm ongers or 
r~ ers. " ) Ho.w ~hen can we be m'oral 
P ~pie , funct1on 111g within the re-
scnbed freedoms of o I P 
ture · I · ur iuman na-

-:-111e ud 111g our sexual ity- and still 
rema111 moral? 

l
. A ~imple answer to the or iginal ques-
1on is· w · . . e must sec that sex is no t 

dirty' . although there is much . I 
behavior th 1 · 1 sexua 
ta lk a rs. A so, we must learn to 

more freely about this pan of our 
nat ure. 

I feel it · · . 
t·a . is very refreshing that Chris-
1 n Writers ha d · .. 

road in . v.e ma e a s1gn1 f1cant in-
publish1ng new material in ti · regard Co d. i1s 

whole . . ncor ra Press has published a 
d series of books for teach ing chi! 

ren about sex. Some othe . I -
are the following· r nell' Ill es 

I . Small D1 . · 1 C · . 
b ' vig 11, hnstw11, Cele.-

rate yo11r Sex11ality (Revell 
1974) . ' 

2· LcHaye, Tim, The Marriage A ct 
(~ondervan, 1976) · 

3· Ollis, H. W., Thank God for 
Sex. (Broadma n Press 1975) 

4· Collins, Gary, The S~crets of Our 
s;xuality. (Word, 1976) 

5· d Wheat, M. D. Sex Techniques 
& Sex Problems in Marriage (cas­
selles). Order from Ed Wheat 
Springdale, AR. 72764 ' 

In times of great immoralit y and ~cx­
ual li ccn ~c. Chri stiam must \C l exa mples 
of purit y and ll'hOIC\Omcncss in this 
area as we ll a s in ot hers. "He who says 
that he lives in God should li ve just as 
Jesus Christ did". (I John 2:6). 

I feel !here a rc ma ny C hri \ lia n, today 
11 ho arc able to handle their \Cx ualiiv in 
a \anc a ~1d balam:cd 11ay. Chri \ tia n\ 
lllll \ t he tree to t<tlk abou1 lhl' ir nccch 
and prau it.:c\ in the, .: ar.:a\ \ O iha t ih , 
bod y o f (h r i\1 l·an runuion more f'rce l ~ 
and ' J11>1 11a 11.:011 , lv. · 
(Ir .you want mo~c in forma tion on th is 
subject, send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope lo the author, a nd he will send 
you a book let.) 

God"s 
llolunleers 
report 

PEOPLE RESPOND 
by Marlene Ginter and 

Berndt Rist 

"Someone near you lives in a lo nely 
world . Will you help?" This has been 
the closing challenge to the people who 
are involved in the witnessing seminar a t 
the churches in George, IA, Gra nd 
Forks, ND, a nd Steamboat Rock, IA. 

As God ' s Volu nteers have minis tered 
in these communi ties , people, young 
and o ld, have responded to the leading 
of the Spiri t of God. 

O ne evening in Grand Forks, while 
sharing Christ th rough door-to-door 
witness ing, Tancll Gerloff and a chu rch 
mcm bcr were asked by 1 wo teenage boys 
what they were doing. Under the ligh t 
of a strce1 la mp, these two boys ca me to 
knoll' the Lord in a personal way. An­
ot her team member was a ble to sha re 
with a reti red man while he was pruni ng 
h i ~ rose bushes. When asked a bou t his 
assurance o f eterna l li fe, this ma n ex­
prc\ ~cd doubt s but wa s in1eres1ed in 
knowing how to come 10 this assurance. 
After Dave Robinson sha red the gospel 
wit h him, this retired ma n prayed to 
receive C hris t. Late r he expressed to 
Dave. " This was worth stoppi ng my 
chores to talk ." 

Al the high schoo l in George the 
music \Cc1io n sa ng before an audience 
of 300 young people. In G ra nd Forks 
they were able 10 sing on a local T .V. 
program a nd a l~o in a shopping ma ll. In 
Steamboat Rock the mu\ic scc1 ion had 
the unique experience o f \ haring C hrist 
in a Sunday morni ng chapel ~crvicc a t 
the 13oys ' Trai ning School. Sa tu rday 
nigh! in Steamboat Rock there was a 
hayr ide ll' ilh cig l11 y young people on 1hc 
bad. of a s1ra11 -\lllffcd \emi-t railcr 
trud... l\ lthough the weat her 11·a, chilly, 
\\arm heart \ lu \ tily \ ang gospel chorusc' 
\\ hik 11101i11g dcl\\ n th .: main \ trcct o f 
the local tOl\n. 

'J hrough lhl'SC fil' \ l CfU\ades ii hm 
~Jccn c1idc11t to lhc 1ca111 1hat people a rc 
1n tc1 .:sted <Ind 11 illi11g to r.:\pund 10 the 
t.:ha llcngl'. " Someone near you Ji1 cs i11 a 
londy 1101 Id . Wi ll you hl'lp'! " I , 

(See also page 23 for m ore reporting) 

by Bruce A. Rich 

YOUTH, 
YOUTH, 
YOUTH 
YOUTH 
YOUTH 
YOUTH 
YOUTH 
YOUTH 
YOUTH 

I. YOUTH WEEK 1977 " Declaring 
the Fait h" 

Mob il ization of the Body o f Christ is 
esse ntia l to its life a nd growth . In 
January churches throughout the Con­
ference are setting forth to achieve new 
goals in the up-building of their life, 
ministry and outreach . 

Youth have been a vital part of the 
renewed interest in the evangelistic mis­
sion of the church. The Yo uth Week 
resource materials which have been sent 
to the youth sponsors of each church 
add support to this concern of youth . 
The theme is generated from the testi­
mony of John when he says, "That 
which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you" (I John I :3). 

Knowing what we believe is imper­
ati ve if we a re going to declare a mean­
ingful message to others. The Youth 
Week studies give guidance in this area 
as well as present a biblical challenge 
for missions a nd evangelism. 

The challenge of missions is as real 
today as it was when Chris t issued the 
Great Commission. Too ma ny Chris­
tians have the tendency to think , "There 
he is, Lord; send him, " when it comes 
10 responding 10 miss io ns. The studies 
for Youth Week a re designed to per­
sona lize the need to declare the fa ith 
bot h a t home a nd overseas. 

2. YOUTH ENCOUNTER 
1977 is going to be a grea1 year! A grea t 
yea r for growi ng churches ! A grea t year 
for growing lives ! Young people have 
the added opportu nity of developing 
their C hristia n lives a t the North 
America n Bapt ist Youth Congrc s en-
titled Youth Encounter. -

The gathering wi ll be held in beautiful 
Winnipeg, l\ la nitoba (the residents as­
sure us that there will be no snow in 
July, but rather green grass), on the 
cam pu s of the Univers ity of Mani1oba. 
In addit ion to the dormitories we will be 
using the very excellent faci lities of the 
Uni versi ty Center for meeting rooms 
and meals. 

Sport cnthu iasts will find a wide 
range of act iviti es to choose from , in­
clud ing squash ball, handball , racquet­
ball , volleyball, basketball , track, ping 
pong, football, o ft ball, ll'eight lifting 
and \ 11·im111i ng . 

Romant icists (and others) wi ll enjoy a 
late evening crui e on the Paddle 
Wheeler along the Red River. 

Topping the list o f opportuni1ie~ 
plan ned for the }'outh £11cou111er arc 
time~ to interact ll'ilh God '' Word. mi\­
sionarics, Cameroon tour participant \ , 
God 's Volu nteers and other~ as God'~ 

The R ev. Bruce A. Rich is general direc­
lor of the Church M i11is1ries Depart111e11 t 
of the Nonh A111erican Bap1is1 Confer­
ence. 

cla im upon our lives is explored in prac-
1ical, meaningful ways . 

To gain some benefit from both Ca­
nadian and U.S . holidays the conference 
is scheduled for Saturday, July 2, to 
Friday, July 8. The week will begin with 
supper on July 2 and conclude with 
breakfas t on the 8th. 

The cost for this stimulating week 
with several hundred youth (ages 16 
through 25) is only $89.00. This includes 
lodging, all meals, meeting rooms, rec­
reational facilities, river cruise, program 
fee and insurance. Would you believe 
this is only 50~ more than our cost in 
1975? 

If your church does no t have enough 
regis tra tion forms, request yours from 
the C hurch Ministries Department, I 
So. 210 Summit Ave. , Oakbrook Ter­
race, Vi lla Park, IL 601 81. 

3. BAPTIST YOUTH WO RLD 
CONFE RENCE 
July 19-23, 1978-Hong Kong 

It is not too soon to be making your 
plans to attend this conference in 1978. 
About 5,000 yout h a nd you th leaders 
from approximately 50 coun tries are ex­
pected to attend this conference in one 
of th e most exci ti ng cities of the 
wo rld-a ci ty where east meets west! 

The Bapt ist Youth World Conference 
is more than just a meeti ng. It is a time 
of participation, sharing a nd fe lloll'ship. 
Each clay 's program a t Hong Kong will 
begin with small group discussions. 
called "core groups. " 

" JESUS C HRI ST - TH E 0 E 
LI G HT FOR ALL PEOPLE" is the 
theme of the conference and it ll'i ll be 
e-.;pres eel through dai ly empha c~ or ~el f 
iden tit y, culture, faith a nd mission. 

There will be time in the afternoons 
for recreation, in formal conversatiom 
ll'ith other youth from di ffe ring cul­
tures, and fo r a 1·aricty or special in-
1erc~ t ac t ivities- sightsecing, government 
approl'ecl work projects , a nd mu sica l 
happenings. 

The evening act1 1· 111 c~ wil l center 
around a general as~emb l v in Ho ng 
Kong 's Government Stad i ~m. l\ l u, ic 
drama a nd pageant ry ll'ill make cad; 
program cont emporary and mea nindul. 

"' I 6 -1ou ng pcopc, 1 -35 vcar' of auc. 
and yout h leader~ : come to Hon u Kc;nu 
to learn , to ~hare a nd to gro1' ~o tha-t 
<?od c~n u~e you to help radiate the 
hg.ht 0 1. Jc\ u\ Christ to a ll people . O ne 
th111g " certain! The Bapt i't Yout h 
W~rld 5='_on l'crencc can make a \\'ORL D 
Of- D ll· ~· ~RENCE I N YOUR LIFE ! 

r or 1nlorma tion on A n t . 
· . D. l)U[ \ 

contact the Rei. Brnt.:c " R . . 1 1. . 
1 

• 
. t'\ . IL I ()J t ll' 

U.S .A. a nd the Rl'\ \\' cii t ,1 l; · . , 1. C · l .1111" or 
a nada. Re' Hanik \ ·1clcl · . ' 
. · . · ' . 1 cs~ ' ' : l:\4 -i 

M11110 St reet, Wtnnipcu l\ l B R'C 1 R: 
Ca nada . ~ ' · • ' - :-
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Up the Stairway 
by Dorene Walth, 

W.M.U. president, 

Bismarck, ND 

Lord, show me the stai rway I have 10 
cl imb! But you say, "No, you must take 
one step al a time and live one day a1 a 
rime, 1 rus1ing me 10 guide you." 

Allhough I thin k I'd like 10 see 1hc 
en1ire stairway, I know it is best for me 
not 10 be aware of' what lies beyond 10-
day. Assuredly, I am on " The Way, " 
Lord, but obviously I oft en get "i n the 
way" of your working. 

I did not seek the presidency of the 
Women 's lis\ionary Union, nor did I 
expect il. Now 1ha1 you have placed me 
in this office, ii is evident that you have 
carefu ll y prepared me 10 serve a t 1his 
very time. 

I recognize th is, Lord, because I have 
ju\ t passed a special course in your 
school o f life. You have re-taught me 
about my humanness and my complete 
dependency upon you. I'm aware, now 
more than el'er, tha t I am unable 1o 
handle this new three-year assignmcn1. 

. Tha l is the good part ! With my own 
effort s out of 1he way, you will do ihe 
leading. J will only be a tool-an instru­
ment in your hand-which you wi ll use 
10 stretch the s1r.eng1hs of Baptist 
women on this co111111cn1. Ho11 exci ting 
can life be? 

God, I can look back ward-clown 1 he 
steps I' 1e climbed and obsen e your 
hand in my Ii fe. I can look backward 
and \CC how you 'vc had your hand on 
the devclopmem and growth of the 
W.M. U. 1 clioose now 10 look forward 
an.d g~I g~ing \\ ith you in the W.M.U. 
this iriennium. My role is different but 
you arc the same! The joy of vou i ~ my 
strength . Tha nk you, Lord. ' 

" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul and all 
1ha1 is wi 1hin me, blc\\ hi \ holy nam e. 
Bies\ 111~ L o rd , 0 my soul, and fo rge! 
110 1 a ll Im bcnc fi1s" (Ps. 103: ! -2). 
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New Beginnings- New Year ~ 
1977 brings with ii many new oppor11111i1ies for service. New experiences, new bless­
ings and new beginnings are in store for these new officers of 1he W.M. U. Each of­
ficer covets your prayers as we all work together in meeting the responsibilities and 
challenges that will be ours. The testimonies and sketches 11•hich follow reflect and 
show forth the "Joy of the Lord. " 

The Joy of the 
Lord - In \Nomans 
\Nork 
by Dorene Walth, 

W.M.U. president, 

Bismarck, ND 

"Thou wil t keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trustelh in thee." This promise found 
in ~saiah 26:3 has been with me through 
delightful as well as difficult times in 
leadership. 

Women's work has a lways been a 
part of my Christian li fe. I was organiz-
111g president of the Willow Rancho 
Baptist W.M.S. in Sacramen to, CA, in 
the late I950's-Church Extension at 
the time. 

While living in Dallas, OR, I became 
White Cross chai rman of the Pacific 
Conference and took an acti l'c pan in 
the Salt .Creek Baptis t W.M .S. Two 
separate women's groups uni ted and 
became three circles during that time. 

Li ving in Chicago brought more op­
portun iti es for me 10 work with women 
for J 11·a\ elected president of what i~ 
no\\' known as the Ill inois A\sociat ion 
W.M.U. and lOok my turn at the pres-

idcncy of the Foster Al'enue Bap1is1 
Church Dorcas Guild . I am presently 
acl il'e in the Bisma rck Bapt ist \V.M .S. 

In 1973 I joined the W.M. U. national 
executi ve co111111i11 ee as editor of 
Woman 's World . It \\'as a pleasure to 
correspond with so many cooperative 
Christian women , including many of 
our missionaries. 

I am thankful for this backgrou nd, 
for ii has given me a great appreciation 
for women all over o ur continent and 
their potenti al in serl'ing Chris!. 

My desi re is 10 be found faithful in 
trus ting God fo r inner peace in the 
midst of my ne\\' responsibi lit y. D 

The Joy of the 
Lord - in Service 
by Doris Fehr, 

vice president, 

Minneapolis, MN 

Fa ith Baptist Church of Minneapolis 
has been my home church since I was a 
chi ld, as it was of my parents and 
grandparents. As a young child I ca n 
remember my grandmother telling me 
that I should be a miss io na ry when I 
grew up. I can also remember becoming 
very irri tated with her tell ing me this- I 

Bollom. row, left to r~ht : Mrs. Dorene Walth , Mrs. Irma Koch, Mrs. Bernietta Graf Mrs Doris Fehr, 
~~~: ~~~:fe ~:~~.bran t, Miss Laverna Mehlhaff; back row: Mrs. Caroline Zeitner, Mrs. Iona Quiring, 

suppose because it was somet hing I 
knew I should do bur didn ' t want 10 do. 
I fe lt that serving the Lord in my own 
church was good enough ; he shouldn't 
expect more than that of me. Bui I 
came to the place in my own life where 
I had to be wi lling to do what God 
wanted, whether it was serving al home 
or on a foreign field-that was up 10 
him, not me. I have found over and 
over again that when our li ves are 
turned over to Christ , we arc ca lled on 
to d o things or go places that we o ther­
wise would have no desire for , but in 
each instance he gives us the strength as 
well as the joy o f service. 

In 1958 we went to Cameroon as 
medical miss ionaries serving at Banse 
Baptist Hospital. We spent two tou r in 
Cameroon and returned to Minneapolis 
in I 968 where we again became active in 
the work at Faith Ch urch. We have four 
chi ldren : Diana is in her first year at 
Bethel College; David is a sophomore in 
high school; Douglas is an eighth grader 
and Doreen is in fifth grade. 

Through the years I have felt my pri­
mary place of service is in the ho~e . 
Since my husband practices obstetncs 
and gynecology, there are many e~e­
ni ngs when he is not al home, so I fell 
it importan t 10 be in the home. For s~v­
cral years now we have enjoyed hav111g 
m1ss1onaries in our home when they 
come home on furlough and come 10 
Minneapolis for their physica l exams. 
My husband and I both ha\'e been ac­
tive in the Jct Cadet program. At the 
present time I serve on the Dcacon ness 
board, as assistant o~gani s t r.or tl ~e 
church and director ol the cluldrcn s 
choir. 

As I look back over the years, 11 is 
easy to say that the joy of the ~ord has 
been my strength. It is only wllh cor~­
plcte faith and trus t in the Lord and 111 
promises that we know that thi\. same 
joy and strength will be ours 111 the 
years ahead as we serl'e Christ · [J 

The Joy of the 
Lord - In Beginnings 
by Caroline Zeitner, 

secretary-treasurer, 

Edmonton, AB 

A joy, unspeakabk and wonderful f i.ll s 
you with delight, as you get by f ~llh 
what you ' re looking for- your sah a11on 
( I Peter I :8). My Ii fc is evidence that 
God is a rewarder of them that seek 
him. My parents provided us with a 
Christian home, filled with music.: an d 
an example in daily walk ing with God. 

As a teenager God's word beca me real 
and help fu l to me. He began teaching 
me about his fa ithfulness. 

My Ii fc is full of many beginnings. 
The wonder of discoveri ng that God 
loved me inclivicluall y and wanted me to 
go with him every day was one. Another 
beginning was being Jed 10 the young 
man whose life I was 10 share for 
almost twenty years. Toget her we mar­
veled a t God's gift of four sons over the 
years. 

One o f the most challenging begin­
nings was our involvement in the 
Church Extension project at Meadow­
lark in Edmonton. This was God's pro­
l'ision of a place 10 grow in fa ith and 
fellowship with himself and his body. I 
began the choi r and directed it for thir­
teen years. I a lso pa rt icipated with a 
sma ll group of ladies in founding o ur 
W.M.S . 

Christmas clay of 1973 was the begin­
ning o f a new way o f life for me. God 
tooJ.. home 10 himself my dea r husband. 
The Lord has since been teaching me 
new lessons-all so precious. His love 
and care for me arc becoming rea l and 
delightful. I have experienced what Paul 
said in 2 Corinthians: " We know sor­
row, yet our joy is inextinguisha ble ." 0 

The Joy of the 
Lord - In Unity 
by Bernietta Graf, 

English editor, 

Portland, OR 

A nell' yea r is beginning in which 11·e 
hal'c the opport unity to ''make a ll 
thing\ new" (Rev. 21 :5). Even though 
som~ days may be difficult , we t'an fa~e 
them wi th joy and confidence because 
Goel promises added . trcngt h, guidance 
and courage as each new need arises. 

As your editor, I am gra1cf'ul for th is 
new avenue or . ervice. Paul in his lcu er 
to the Philippians states: "Make my joy 
complete by bei ng of the same mind, 
maintaining the \ame love, united in 
spirit, intent on one purpose" (Phil. 
2:2 ). As we share ll'ith one anot her 
th rough the pages of "Woman's 
World, " may we make our joy complete 
by this unit y of which Paul spea ks. 

Thi\ oneness of hea rt, mind and pu r­
pose can be and \houl cl be part ol' each 
area or my life. This indudc>: ( I) m\' 
familv comi ~ t in!! o f mv husband. Dou~­
la\, . and th rc-c chiid ren- Gail . 19; 
D1\igh1 , 16; and Lynn, II ; 
(2) my church family ll'hich i\ the 
Bethany Baptist Church of Port la nd; 
(3) my wor~ world which is being \Cl'rc-

tary-trcasurer at the Baptist Manor, a 
North American Baptist Retirement and 
Nursing Home. 

Since this is a new beginning and 
challenge for me, may each o f you have 
hearts full of joy as we pray one for 
another. If you have new ideas 10 share 
for these pages, please let me know. We 
want 10 make our joy in the Lord com­
plete th rough loving, caring, sharing 
and encouraging one another. 0 

The Joy of the 
Lord - In Priorities 
by Iona Quiring, 

English program 

packet editor, 

Rogers, MN 

First it wa in my Bible read ing one 
clay. Then it was the Good ews ver e 
on our local Christian rad io station. 
Now it's one of the memory verses in 
the first unit of my Sunday school les­
sons: "Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
Goel , and his righteousness, and a ll 
these things sha ll be added unto you" 
( 1a11. 6:33). It seemed that God was 
trying especially hard to tell me not to 
be a worrier about the "t hings" of this 
li fe but to really concen1ra1c on his 
11·ork first. Then he would take care o f 
the resl. 

For me, right now, I believe this 
means several specific things: (I) bei ng 
the be\ t ll'i fc and mother I can, making 
ure I'm not a differe111 person at hom~ 

than I am a t church; (2) being imoh cd 
in the El'angeli \m E\plosion program in 
our chu rch , 1\ hich is one of the most ex­
cit ing. rewarding and demand ing thing\ 
I've ever done; (3) teaching my sixth 
grade Sunday sd1ool kids to know and 
groll' in C hri\t; and (4) helping the 
women or our \V.1\ 1. U. 10 plan and 
carry out interesting, \\Orthwhilc pro­
grams. 

Thi' a \\ignment or compilin!! the 
Engli\h program pac~et i~ an a11 ~\ome 
one to me for \e\·cral rea'>om . For one 
thing, 11hcne1er I ha'c to prepare e'en 
one program or writ e o ne a rticle, it 
1ai..c, me \uch a long time . . ~) pu11i n1?. 
together a 1\hok year'\ \\ Ort h of prt;­
gra n~ \ ' ound, lt J..e a 'cry big job! J\1,0 . 

I " 1\ h I !..nt'I\ man~ more o r \ ' OU 

\\'Omen . . 'o that I \\ oulcl !..nO\\ \I hon~ 10 
co 1~1 act tor contribution' 10 the program 
pa~J.. e1. I aprrcc1a1c , 0 much the C\am ­

plc a nd th~ rc1.:ortb o r Atlclinc l\. npr and 
Barbara uku1 ll'hn h·i, . , 1. 1 1 . . ' ~ ~~ ll l.' t t 1c 
pa1.: ~ ct Ill pnor year-. and I ' l 

' "110\\ \ 1l'\C 
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will be o f grea t help . Bu t l am really 
coun ting on each o f you to share yo ur 
good ideas with the rest of us . P lease 
send me programs yo u have used a nd 
liked, idea s for projects or programs , 
spec ia l feat ures or devotionals, and 
na mes a nd addresses of women who 
could make a contribution to the 
packet. We 'll a ll a pprecia te your help 
and I'm d epending o n it ! 0 

The Joy of the 
Lord - In the 
Scriptures 
by Britta Hi ldebrandt, 
German ed itor, 
Edmonton, AB 

I am a woman ! My name is Brilla 
Hildebrandt. 

My Lo rd is J esus! " I will instr uct you 
and teach yo u the way yo u sho uld go; I 
wi ll cou nsel you wi th my eye upon 
yo u! " (Ps. 32 :8). 

My ho bby: I am a wi.fe, married to 
the most wonderfu l husba nd , the Rev. 
Klaus Hildebrand t, pastor o f the Ger­
man Z io n Bapt ist C hurch , a bi lingual 
congrega tio n ; I am a mo ther of three 
active, pre-school da ughters ; edit or of 
"Seitc de r Frau" in Der Sendbote; a 
certi fied tead 1er. 

A new yea r-a new beginning. Will it 
bring joy or grie f, riches or po vert y, in­
to our lives? Wha tever it may be, let us 
tha n k a nd praise 1he Lord fo r every­
thing now! 

T he past yea r ha s been exc it ing. I 
decided 10 read thro ugh the Bible . At 
fir \ t the 1ask seemed imposs ible; how­
ever, the Lo rd su pplied th e joy a nd 
st rength as l studied a nd read hi \ Word . 
The re\u lt o r thi\ experience i\ tha t mv 
rela t iomhip 10 Jesu\ has become mor~ 
mea ning fu l. 

I 1 \eem\ to me I hat one o f o ur weak­
ne\\e\ a\ d i\cipl e'> of the Lord Jc5 u ~ is 
1he lack o f read ing, \t ud ying and kno w­
ing the Word o f' God . " I have la id up 
thy word in my hea rt , 1ha t I might not 
\ in aga in '> ! thee. T hy word is a lam p to 
my rcet a nd a ligh t 10 my path" ( P~ . 
I 19: I I, I 05). T he joy o f' '>ea rchinu the 
'cripture i'> my \trcngth. -

In the book o f Nehemia h, chap ter 
eight . we read how the l\ raelite\ had the 
de\ ire to know the Word of God . We, 
100, mus t . have thi., desire. By hear ing 
a nd listening the l\ rael ites were con­
vic ted . o f their \ in-and they wep1 ! 
Nehemiah a nd E1.ra encouraged them 

16 I BAPTIST HERALD 

not to grieve, but " ... be joyful in the 
Lord fo r he is your st rength! " (Neh . 
8: 10). When we read God 's Wo rd , the 
Holy Spi rit convicts us of our sin a nd 
Jesus will fo rgive, "for everyo ne who 
calls upon the name o f the Lord will be 
saved" (Rom. 10 :13). 

We are so pri vileged to have the 
assurance tha t , whatever the new yea r 
wil l bring, by becoming doers o f the 
Word of God we too wi ll experience 
tha t the "joy o f the Lord is our 
strength." What higher, more exa lted 
and more com pelling goal can there be 
than to know Jesus! The onl y way we 
ca 1~ reach this goal is by searching the 
scriptures. 0 

The Joy of the 
Lord - In Life 
by Myrtle Ertis, 
German program 
packet editor 

' Kelowna, BC 

A new b.eg inn ing is a precio us gift of 
God coming to us in ma ny fo rms and a t 
many limes. J ust as a clean page in 
school mea nt to me as a clii" ld a h . • · . c a nce 
to put aside the mista kes o f the past , or 
on the other ha nd, probably cha llenged 
me i1•1th new and excit ing ma teria l 
today a new beginn ing is to m ' so 

. · e an op-
port un it y to start a fresh o r to b I 

b' ranc 1 
ou1 lo igger a nd better achievements. 

A great new beginning came to me 
early w.hen, ~s a child , I experienced the 
New Bi rt h; it set the co urse fo r a ll ti 
vf alrl1ous new begin nings which were :~ 
0 OW. 

A nother beginni ng fo r me 
as a teen ­

ager was when I entered the I 
the Cl · · c oors of 

m st1a n T ra ining Insti tute (now 
Nort h A merican Baptist Coll ) 
could " I ege and 

stuc y lo sho w ' myself' . 
proved " · · · dp-

. . ·. . . ga 1111ng a wea lt h o f joy fo r 
da ll~ . living a nd experi ence for C hris ti an 
service which has consta ntly stood . 
good s tead. me 111 

Becoming the wife of tl1e 
Wa l I E · Rev . ce rnar · rt1 \ wa, ·1u·1i n a b . . b · · · '~< eg1nn1 nu 

ri nging a new kind or I . ~· 
ho memak ing and h 1n ily I ove, JOY , 
N - ' re at1on \ hi p!> 
. 01~ . my _field of !>crvice wa, in a . . 

chu1 L11, iv1th new race\ ·111d . llCll' 
.. . .· . • ' 111 ever new 
cc1 pac1t 1es according to the need f 
someone to sta nd in the gaJJ T h o r 
· I I · e occa 

s1ona c iange of pastorat es has a fford e~ 
many more new begi nn ings . 

The am va l o f chi ld ren in our horn 
ma1 ked a . new beginn ing. And 'O di~ 
their leaving ; our daugh1er C· I 
lnvi • I 1· 1- • 1 )'!, la 

' ng e I or a ma1· or ··1·1 y ' 
' a5 a 

libra ri a n, a nd our so n , A lexa nder, gone 
for his th ird vear in eng ineering a t a 
universit y. ivly own p ro fess io n o f ac­
counti ng offered new beginn ings . 

A very recent new begin ni ng w hich 
the Lord has g racio usly g iven me, a nd 
will help me accom p lish , is bei ng your 
new Germa n progra m packet edi to r . 
" T he joy of the Lord " sha ll be my 
strength ! 0 

The Joy of the 
Lord- In 1977 
by Irma Koch , 

White Cross chairman, 
Forest Park, IL 

"This month sha ll be unto you the 
beginning of m onths . . .. " (Exod . 
12:2). Each o ne of us receives it : time 
to be o f se rvice. W hat wi ll be our re­
sponse? Will it be bu ilt a rou nd o ur 
home, schoo l, chu rc h, fam ily o r wo rk? 
T he choice is o urs . 

(Continued 011 page 3 1) 

The Joy of the 
Lord-Through 
Obedience 

by Laverna 

Mehlhaff, 

women 's work 
director 

Da niel purposed in h is heart to obey 
God . H is decisio n wa s ric hly blessed 
by God. 

As women, wha t life style are we 
choosing fo r 1977? May I s uggest 
tha t , a s Da nie l, we purpose in o ur 
hea rts to da il y o bey Goel . Ma y we be 
wi ll ing 10 be led da ily by the Ho ly 
Spiri t. H e has promised to di rect us : 
" I wi ll instruct yo u (sa ys the Lo rd ) 
a nd g uide yo u a lo ng the best pa_ih­
way fo r yo ur life" (Ps . 32:8 , L1vmg 
Bib le ). It will be an exc it ing adven­
ture to sec wha t God wi ll do for each 
o f us as we d a ily seek to be o bedient 
to his leading. H is strength wi ll be 
su ffic ient for the tas ks of each 
day. 0 

Von guten Maechten 
wunderbar geborgen, 
erwarten wir getrost, 
was kommen mag. 
Gott ist mit uns 
am Abend 
und am Morgen 
und ganz gewiss 
anjedem neuen Tag. 

Diet rich Bonhoeffer 
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GETROST INS NEUE 
JAHR Vom Sclzriftleiter notiert 

D ie in christlichen Kreisen bekannte Kaete W alter_ beginnt ihr 
Gedicht "Zurn Jahreswechsel" mit den fo lgenden Ze1len : 

Du, der in Ewigkeiten ist und war , 
D u hast die Zeit a ls Lehen uns gegeben . 
Ein anvertra utes Pfand war j ed es Jahr , 
das Deine G uete sehenkte unserm Leben . 

Es tu t gut , sowohl am Ende oder auch zu Beginn e ines ne~en 
Jahres Rueeksehau zu ha lten auf d as Jahr, d as gewesen 1st . 
Typisch fuer einen Schriftle iter habe ich mir d ie SENDB<?TEN­
Ausgaben des vergangenen Jahres vorgenommen , um m1ch zu 
erinnern , was auf dem Weg ueber den BAPTIST HER~LD und 
den SENDBOTEN in die Heime unserer Leser gelangt 1st. 

Das Jahr bega nn , indem wir gemeinsam nachsannen ueber den 
Ausdruck " Viel Glueck im neuen Jahr", und wir sagten uns: 
" Wer um die Bedeutung des wahren G leucks weiss , d er wird eine 
grosse Sehnsucht nach dem Vollmass d es G luecks h aben , das nur 
in Gott zu finden ist " . 

Im Februar ermunterte uns d as Wort Gottes, inmitten einer 
zerfallenden Welt a ls Christen keine Kopfuaenger zu sein , 
sondern " der Stadt Bestes" zu suchen , indem wir gemaess Jeremia 
29,7 fuer sie beten, " . . . denn wenn 's ihr woh l geht , so geht's auch 
euch wohl" . 

Im M aerz ging es darum , den Sinn in _der Arbeit zu. fin~en. ?.as 
Wort des weisen Sa lomo war uns dabe1 besonders h1lfre1ch : So 
sah ich denn, d ass nichts Besseres ist a ls d ass ein Mensch froehlich 
sei in se iner Arbeit: denn das ist sein T ei!" (Pred . 3,22). 

Im Ostermon at April priesen wir den H errn, dass es un_s a ls 
nordamerikanisehem Baptistenbund vergoennt war , 3,000 B1beln 
in d ie Sowjet Union zu schicken, die uns nur $3,00<? kos~eten . 
Bedenkt m an dabe i, dass viele unserer G laubensgeschw1ster m ~er 
UdSSR be reit waeren , 20, 30 oder auch mehr Dollar fuer eme 
Bibel zu zahlen , wenn sie dieselbe nur bekommen koennten , so 
koennen wir Gott fuer diese Gelegenheit gar nicht genug danken . 
Auf meiner Russlandreise kam ieh aueh in zwei Gemeinden , die 
die d ankbaren E mpfaenger dieser Bibeln waren. Die e ine 
G emeinde, die ueber 2,000 Mitglieder hat, empting 960 Bib eln, 
und eine andere Gemeinde erhielt 160 Exemplare . Die 
Dankbarkeit d er G esehwister ist unbeschreib lich . lnzwischen 
durfte unser Bund 5,000 deutsche Baptistenliederbuecher finan­
zieren , die sehr b a ld in die Sowjet Union geschickt werden sollen 
(siehe: Aus unserem Bundeswerk , Seite 7) . 

Im M ai wurden natuerlieh besonders die Muetter angesprochen 
und ermahnt, ihre Kinder in d er Gerechtigkeit zu erziehen , die vor 
Gott gilt. Einen Monat spaeter erhielten die Vaeter durch e inen 
Gast leita rtikel eine Ermahnung, bessere Vaeter zu sein. 

Die Sommermonate Juli-/.ugust gaben uns eine Gelegenheit , 
die Begriffe Demut , Bescheidenheit und falsche Bescheidenheit zu 
unters uehen . Ob dadurch vielleicht unser Urla ub eh rlicher und 
angenehmer ausgefallen ist ? 

Im September ging es in Verbindung mit dem "Lab or D ay" 
nochmals um die Arbeit in bib lischer Sicht. In der Oktoberaus ­
gabe berichtete ieh ueber die Bundeskonferenz in Portland. E inen 
Monat spaeter begann ich im Leita rtike l mit d em Berich t von 
meinem Besueh in der Sowjet Union, der ueber einige Monate hin 
fortgesetzt werden soll. 

Im Dezember hielt uns ein Hund eine " P redigt". 
So, ~as waer's fuer ?ie Vergange~heit . Was wird d as neu e Jah r 

uns b rmgen ? G ott we1ss es , u nd seme Ged anken s ind Gedan k 
des Friedens . W elch ein Trost! en 

Noehmals soil K aete W alter zu uns reden: 
Und wieder kommt ein Jahr aus Deiner Hand . 
Schenk a llem Wollen gnaediges Gelingen 
und segne dieses neue Lebensland , 
d ass es Dir voile Aehren m oechte bringenl 

RJK 



Er gehort zu uns ... In letzter 
Sekunde ist Mittwoch ein Frank-
l urter ,,Penner" dem sicheren Tod in 
einer M iillzerkleinerungsanlage ent­
ronnen. Der Schleusenwarter eines 
F ernheizwerkes entdeckte den Laut 
um Hilfe schreienden Mann in 
einem neun Meter tie fen M iillbunker, 
als sich gerade ein Greifer iiber die 
Grube senkte, um den Abfall in die 
V erbrennungsanlage zu hieven. 
Der schwerverlet zte 40 jahrige 
S tad ts treicher wurde in ein K ranken-

haus gebracht. 
So stand es in der Zeitung. Aber 
dieser in der Gosse Liegende M arm 
hat seinen Schlaf platz nicht in einem 
Miillcontainer gewahlt. D ach der 
Straftenrand scheint nicht weniger 
ge fahrlich . Vermutlich warmt den 
Schlafer noch der Alkohol. Aber was 
wird, wenn die kalte Nacht kommt? 
Wird der erniichternde Morgen ihn 
wieder auf die Beine bringen, bevor 
die Straftenreinigung ihn zur Seite 
kehrt? 
Was wiirden Sie tun, wenn Sie au/ 
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dem W eg zur Arbeit oder nach 
Feierabend an diesem Platz voriiber­
kamen? !ch habe mich in Verdacht , 
daft mir morgens nach einer wohlig 
durchschlafenen Nacht unter der 
Anti-Rheuma-Decke aLs erstes ein­
fallen wiirde, daft ich ja piinktLich 
zum D ienst erscheinen muft. Abends 
wartet sch lie ft Lich meine F amilie 
nach einem harten Arbeitstag auf 
mich. Aufterdem, ist solchen Leuten 
iiberhaupt zu helfen!? Der alte 
BodeLschwingh sah das anders. Er 
hat in das Herz dieser Leute gesehen. 
F iir ihn waren es nicht ,, Penner" . 
Er nannte sie ,,Briider der Land­
strafte". Und das hatte fiir ihn und 
den am Straftenrand Konsequenzen. 
Er nannte sie Bruder und war wie 
ein Vater zu ihnen. Er beschaffte 
ihnen Arbeit und hatte ein Zuhause 
f iir sie. 

Und wir? Wie Lange Lassen wir 
M enschen allein gedankLich am 
Straftenrand liegen? Autofriedhofe, 
Wegwerfwasche und Miillhalden 
bringen die Wegwerfhaltung imserer 
Gesellschaft zum Ausdruck. Was 
nichts taugt und nichts einbringt, ist 
Schrott - abgenutztes Material im 
Produktionsprozeft . Auch ein 
Mensch, der so heruntergekommen 
ist? Wenn wir erkennen wiirden, 
daft dies er Mann die Verlorenheit 
und Beziehungslosigkei t des einzel­
nen in der modernen Gesellschaf t 
wiederspiegelt, dann ware uns klar, 
wie sehr wir hier angesp rochen sind. 
Dann bekamen w ir eine Ahnung 
davon, daft hier ein Stuck van uns 
selbst liegt. Ein Stiick w eggeworfene 
Menschlichkeit, die aufgehoben 
werden mochte. Nicht vom Greifer 
fiir die Verbrennungsanlage. Sondern 
van mir. Von meiner wdrmenden 
Zuwendung, die au/ha rt, vom 
,,Penner" zu reden. Die den Schla­
fenden weckt und dann zusieht, 
daft ihm geholfen wird. So wie es 
uns der Samariter gezeigt hat. 

Peter H o lborn 

W[~ IST M[IN NAt;Cl-ISTt;~? 
von Edwin-Peter Brandt 

"Jeder ist sich selbst der Naechste" heisst 
es. Viele Mense hen leben auch so. Fuer sie 
ist die oben gestellte Frage schon be­
antwortet. Aber sie stellen diese Frage 
auch erst gar nicht. Schliesslich gibt es 
doch ganz andere Fragen und Sorgen . 
Man hat genug mit sich selber zu tu.n. 

Es gehoert Mut zu der Frage: Wer 1st 
mein Naechster? Denn sie ist ein Schritt 
heraus aus dem Bannkreis, wo ich der 
Mittelpunkt bin , wo sich alles um mich 
drehen muss. Wer hat schon diesen Mut? 
Wer kann es sich angesichts der unbarm­
herzigen Gesetze , die im Berufsleben, in 
unserer Gesellschaft herrschen , leisten , 
die Frage nach dem Naechsten zu stellen? 
Wie sollen wir mit unseren eigenen 
Schwierigkeiten und Problemen fertig 
werden? Wer hilft uns d abei? Wer setzt 
sich fuer uns ein? Ploetzlich merken wir, 
dass wir selber den Naechsten brauchen. 

Wer mit Jesus Christus lebt , mit ihm 
spricht , der kommt daran nicht vorbei: Er 
muss die Frage nach dem Naechsten 
stellen . Er kann ueberhaupt erst diese 
Frage stellen, weil er sich selber nich t 
mehr der Naechste sein muss . Christus, 
der Herr , ist ihm Naechster geworden! 
Diese Erfahrung macht uns frei fuer den 
Naechsten, so wie nur der lieben kann, der 
selber geliebt wird. 

Das ist schon vie!, wenn wir fragen: Wer 
ist mein Naechster? Aber es ist noch nicht 
genug. Denn solange ich frage , habe ich 
die Sache in der Hand. lch suche mir aus 
welche Antwort - welcher Naechste __'._ 
mir passt. Oder ich frage, weil ich 
diskutieren will. Weil ich mich um eine 
Entscheidung herumdruecken will . Weil 
Gedankenspielerei und Wortgeplaenkel 
le ichter sind als praktizierte Naechsten­
liebe. Man fragt nicht nur , um Antwort zu 
bekommen. Man kann auch fragen, um 
Antworten aus dem Wege zu gehen. 

Jesus ermoeglicht uns nicht nur die 
Frage: Wer ist mein Naechster? Von dem 
Herrn muessen wir uns auch die Gegen­
frage stellen !assen: Fuer wen bist du der 
Naechste? Wer erwartet von dir, dass du 
sein Naechster wirst? (Lukas 10,36) Jetzt 
koennen wir nicht mehr fragen, d enn jetzt 
sind wir gefragt. Jetzt koennen wir uns 
nicht mehr den Naechsten aussuchen, 
denn jetzt sind wir herausgefordert . 
Eigentlich ist das klar. Denn wer den 
Herrn Jesus als seinen barmherzigen 
Naechsten, als Heiland und Erloeser 
erfahren hat , wird bereit, sich fuer andere 
a ls Naechster zu bewaehren . 

Die Liebe Gottes , d ie wir an Christus 
erkennen , lehrt uns zu antworten . Sie 

macht uns faehig zur Liebe auch denen 
gegenueber , die sich selbst die Naechsten 
waren und darum keinen Naechsten 
haben. Sie oeffnet uns die Augen fuer die, 
die hiltlos und ausgebeutet am Rande 
liegen, die unter die Rae~er gekommen 
sind , die an sich und ihren Verhaeltnissen 
verzweifeln, fuer die wir jetzt Naechste 
werden muessen. Weisst du, wer unter 
deinen Nachbarn oder Kollegen sehn­
suechtig d a rauf wartet , dass du sein 
Naechster wirst? 

Wir fra gen in d er gemeinsamen 
Verantwortung vor unserem Herrn, und 
ueber diesem Fragen werden wir Partner. 
In der Partnerschaft wollen wir Naechsten-
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lie.be prakt~ieren. Dabei wird wichtig 
sem , dass dte Fragen nach dem Stil und 
der Methode nicht die Frage nach 
unserem Naechsten verd raengen . Wer 
weiss, ob nicht der, der heute unser 
Naechster ist, morgen schon unser Partner 
ist, der sich von Christus nach seinem 
Naechsten fragen laesst? 

Wenn der Herr uns fragt, weil er uns 
senden will , allein oder in Partnerschaft -
wie wird unsere Antwort lauten? Das 
Gespraech mit der Frage und Gegenfrage 
endet mit einem Befehl des Herrn: "Gehe 
hin und tu, was der Barmherzigkeit Gottes 
in deinem Leben entspricht" (Lukas 
10,37).0 

Der b.i.rmherz1ge Samariter 



J[SUS G[NU[Gl 
von Britta Hildebrandt 

Er ist das Ebenbild des unsichtbare11 

Gottes, der Erstgeborne vor alien 
K reaturen [K of. I, I 9]. 

Denn es ist das Wohlgefallen gewesen, 
dass in Ihm al!e Fuelle wohnen sollte [Kol. 
I, 19]. 

In we/chem verborge11 liege11 al!e Schaetze 
der Weisheit und der Erkenntnis [Kol. 
2.3]. 

Denn in Ihm wohnt die ganze Fuelle der 
Gottheit leibhaftig [K of. 2, 9). 

Es sch~int , ?er heutige glaeubige 
Durchschm~schrist lebt in einer gespal­
tenen Dasemshaltung. Dies ist eine ge­
faehrliche Sache, wenn man solche Art 
frommes Doppelleben fuehrt . Wird Jesus 
dann mit unserem Zeugnis verherrlicht? 
Somit leidet unser Christsein an der tiefen 
Kluft zwischen Sonntag und Alltag. Am 
Sonntag werd_en wir im Glauben gestaerkt , 
um geruestet tn den Alltag zu ziehen. Aber 
im Alltag haben wir es mit einer anderen 
Welt zu tun , die mit Christus nichts zu tu n 
haben will. Koennte es sein , dass wir 
versaeumt haben, unserm Glauben nicht 
den Wert zu geben, weil wir Christus nicht 
in alien Bereichen unserer heutigen Ge­
sellschaft sehen? Wir wollen Zeugnis fuer 
d~n H~rrn Je~us sein in unserer Umwelt. 
Smd w1r dabe1 bereit, auf Anerkennung zu 
ve:zichten? Wir moechten doch modern 
sem und ?egehen den Fehler, dass wir 
~ompron:i1sse machen . Wir nehmen es 
~mfach mcht so genau mit dem Christsein 
1m Alltag. 

Ueber die Gemeinde in Kolossae berich­
tet Paulus: "lch freue mich , wenn ich eure 
Ord_nung und euren festen Glauben 
Chnstus sehe" (Kol. 2,5). Dies ist han 
h ft

. . wa r-
a tg em Grund zur Freude we · 

G 
. . , nn eme 

ememde ems ist, und wenn e1· G . d . ne e-
mem e im Frieden lebt. Koennte Paulus 
ueber unserer Gemeinde ein solch gutes 

ALL MEIN ERLEBEN 

All mein Erleben 
ist Kaemp/en und Streben, 
ist Suchen nach dir. 

Nimm meine Haende, 
fuehr du bis zum Ende. 
Komm, Jesus, zu mir! 

Mach mich ganz stille, 
gib, dass mein Wille 
in deinem ruh. 

!ch muss dich haben, 
denn a/le Gaben 
des Lebens hast du. 

Ruth Wagnitz 

Zeugnis geben? Oftmals sind wir so 
eingenommen von unserer Gemeinde, dass 
wir unsere Fehler nicht sehen wollen; und 
wir sind stolz ueber unsere friedliche 
Gemeinde. Koennte es wohl daran liegen, 
dass wir es nicht genau nehmen, oder wir 
geben nichts darum, was in der Gemeinde 
vor sich geht? Zu einer rech ten Gemeinde 
gehoert fester Glaube und gute Ordnung, 
gegruendet auf das Wort Gottes. Die 
Kolosser verehrten Jesus Christus als ihren 
Herrn. Diese innere Einstellung des 
Glaubens gab der Gemeinde die not­
wendige Stabilitaet. 

Wenn wir uns die Gemeinde in Kolossae 
naeher betrachten, stellen wir doch ein 
gewisses Doppelleben fest. Deshalb mahnt 
Paulus : " ... auf dass euch niemand be­
truege mit verfuehrerischen Reden" (Kol. 
1,4), und "Sehet zu, dass euch niemand 
betruege mit Philosophic und leerem 
Trug" (Kol. 2,8). Wir sehen, dass die 
Kolosser in der Gefahr standen , neben 
Christus auch noch andere Maechte 
anzuerkennen, neben dem Wort Gottes 
au ch noch and ere Worte zu respektieren. 
Sie standen in der Gefahr, zwar zu 
glauben , aber daneben auch andere 

~~- Brit:ta Hildebrandt ist die Editorin fuer 
Trite _Sette der Frau" fuer das 1976-79 
F e~~1um. Ma~uskripte fuer "Die Seite der 
9;~~ soil ten an ihre Adresse geschickt werden: 

- 77 Ave., Edmonton, AB, T6E IM2. 
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Spezialgebiete zu haben, die mit Christus 
nichts zu tun batten. In unscrer heutigen 
Zeit stehen auch wir in dieser Gefahr; zum 
Beispiel in der Gefahr des Wohlstandes, 
Okkultismus und der oestlichen Reli­
gionen. Im Grunde genommen ist dieses 
fromme Doppelleben eine Verarmung der 
Gemeinde und unser selbst. 

Paulus sieht die Gefahr der Gemeinde 
in Kolossae. Er bemueht sich , ihnen zu 
helfen , um zu einem tiefgegruendeten 
Glauben zu kommen. Auch wir sollen eine 
Gemeinde sein, die die Hindernisse weg­
tut. welche uns staendig von einander 
trennen. um wirklich miteinander und 
fuereinander dazusein . Wir a ls glaeubige 
Gemeinde sollen reich sein an Erkenntnis 
und Wissen, welches aus Chris tus abge­
leitet ist. Diese Erkenntnisse und dieses 
Wissen erhalten wir durch das Wort 
Gottes, Gebet und durch die Gemein­
schaft mit Glaeubigen. Paulus will die 
Gemeinde anleiten und "zu a llem Reich­
tum des vollen Verstaendnisses" fuehren 
(Kol. 2,2) . Als glaeubige Christen u~d a_ls 
Gemeinden duerfen wir uns nicht m1t e1n 
paar frommen Gedanken zu frieden geben . 
Auf keinen Fall duerfen wir christliche 
Lehre mit christusfremden Ideen auffuel­
len . 

" In Unsere Jahres losung he isst: 
Christus haben wir alle Schaetze der 
Weisheit und der Erkenntnis verborgen" 
(Kol. 2,3). Die Kolosser konnten dieses 
nicht begreifen, und auch uns ist es noch 
nicht voll bewusst geworden . Jesus braucht 
keine Ergaenzung. In ihm haben wir all~5 • 
was wir brauchen. In Christus ersch1en 
dem Menschen die voile Offenbarung 
Gottes . Wir brauchen nichts Zusaetz­
liches! In Jesus sehen wir die voile Gott­
heit im Verhaeltnis zum Menschen. und 
diese Offenbarung gibt uns niemand 
anders als Christus . Jesus Christos starb 
fuer uns, damit wir zu Freunden Gottes 
werden. Das ist ein herrlicher Grund, 
unseren Herrn zu loben und ihm zu . t 
danken. Unsere Vorstellung von Gott is 
zu gering . Wir brauchen kein frommes 
Doppelleben zu fuehren. 

" In Christ us haben wir a lies ." Diese 
Jahreslosung soil uns veranlassen, Jesus in 
die Brennpunkte unseres Lebens zu 
ruecken. Erst dann wenn wir alle 
Bereiche unseres Lebe~s unter seine weise 
Fuehrung ste llen, wird unser frommes 
Doppelleben sterben. Christus will He~r 
sein in unserm Denken und Handeln , in 

unserer Fam ilie und Gemeinde, am 
Arbeitsplatz, im Alltag und am Sonntag. 
Ers t wenn Jesus Christus in meinem Leben 
regiert , kann mich der Herr gebrauchen 
zum vollem Einsatz in se inem Dienst. 
Stellt euch vor, was das fuer eine 
Aenderung in unsern Gemeinden geben 
wuerde! Man wuerde a lles in der Liebe 
zum Herrn tun. Wir haetten keine Not, 
Mitarbeiter fuer die Gemeindearbeit zu 
linden. Leider macht unser Stolz uns 
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oftmals zu schaffen. Wir sind aktive 
Mitglieder in der Gemeinde und geben 
reichlich von unserm Ueberfluss. Wir 
haben d abei auch ehrliche Motive, dem 
Herrn zu dienen, aber im stillen erwarten 
wir auch e ine Entschaedigung fuer un­
seren treuen Einsatz. Vielmehr sollten wir 
in Demut und anbetender Dankbarkeit 
a lles als Gnadengeschenk ansehen. Es ist 
ein Vorrecht. im Dienst des Herrn zu 
s tehen. Er schenkt die Kraft und Freude. 

Nicht jeder kann und will es begreifen, 
dass man allein mit Christos den An­
forderungen unserer modernen Zeit ge­
recht werden kann . Dazu brauchen wir 
den Glauben an den Gekreuzigten und 
Auferstandenen. " In Christos haben wir 
a lies!" Soll ten wir nicht stolz sein auf solch 
ein Vorrecht, dass wir Gotteskinder sind? 
Diese Frohe Botschaft !asst uns in unseren 
Alltag tragen, damit gottesfremde Men­
schen auch diesen verborgenen Schatz 
linden koennen! 

Herr, gebrauche mich zum Dienst an 
meinem Naechsten, damit ich nicht 
vergebcns hier auf Erden bin! Herr, 
gebrauche mich in diesem Jahr! O 

ZEUGNIS EINER JUNGEN 
BESUCHERIN AUS 
DEUTSCH LAND von Marlies Kram 

Ja, es ist schon eine aufregende Sache, 
zum erstenmal in Kanada zu sein. Wenn 
ich es mir recht ueberlege, bin ich mir 
dessen immer noch nicht recht bewusst, 
dass ich hier bin. Manchmal muss mich 
jemand zwicken , um zu sagen: " Du bist 
wirklich da". Und es ist hoechst interes­
sant, die Unterschiede zwischen Kanada 
und Deutschland zu beobachten. Zurn 
Beispiel sind mir folgende Dinge aufge­
fallen: 

Wenn man in Deutschland in ein 
Restaurant geht und sich eine Tasse 
Kaffee bestellt, dann bekommt man ei11e 
Tasse Kaffee; wenn man aber zum 
Beispiel hier in Edmonton Kaffee be­
stellt, dann bekommt man Kaffee - soviel 
man will. Und dies ist ein sehr positiver 
Unterschied. Und was mir noch aufge­
fallen ist: Die Leute hier sind sehr, sehr 
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freundlich. Das faengt an bei meinen 
Gastgebern. Sie sind sehr lieb zu mir, und 
auch in dem Restaurant, wo ich die Tasse 
Kaffee bestellte, waren die Leute sehr 
freundlich. 

Doch wenn ich so ueber die Unter­
schiede nachdenke - es gibt sehr viele -
dann ist da eine Sache, die ist in Kanada 
so klar wie in Deutschland, naemlich dass 
wir hier in Kanada und auch in Deutsch­
land Jesus Christos und seine Vergebung 
fuer unsere Suende brauchen. Und das 
habe ich schon als kleines Kind erfahren. 
lch war eigentlich erst sechs Jahre alt. Da 
habe ich mein Leben Jesus Christus ueber­
geben. lch kannte Jesus. Meine Eltern 
hatten mir viel von ihm erzaehlt, und als 
meine Mutter mich fragte, mein Leben 
Jesus Christus zu uebergeben, da war es 
fuer mich ganz sebstverstaendlich , das zu 
tun. 

Dann kam spaeter natuerlich eine Zeit, 
wo ich Zweifel bekam. Das war um die 
Zeit, als ich meinen Schulabschluss hatte. 
lch war 16 oder 17 Jahre a lt. Da war ich 
mir meines Glaubens nicht mehr so sicher. 
lch wusste nicht recht, ob Jesus wirklich 
Gottes Sohn war - und an was ich 
glauben sollte. Meine Lehrer ermunterten 
mich zum Glauben - meine Freunde 
waren wiederum ganz anderer Meinung. 
Und ich hatte Zweifel. Doch ich bin froh, 
dass ich in dieser ganzen Zeit nicht aufge­
hoert habe. weiter in der Bibel zu lesen. 
Denn ich woll te wissen: Wie kann ich 
wieder nahe zu Gott kommen, wo ich 
einmal war? Und dann las ich e ines Nach­
mittags im Johannes-Evangelium die 
Worte Jesus: "Wenn jemand meinen 
Willen tun will , der wird merken. ob ich 
aus mir selbst rede, oder ob das wirklich 
Gottes Wort ist''. lch dachte: lch will ja 
eigentlich Gottes Willen tun. Und das Tun 
hat mit Aktivitaet zu tun . Und an diesem 
Tag habe ich mein Leben neu Jesus 
Christus uebergeben mit dem Vorsatz: lch 
moechte tun, Gott, was dein Wille ist. Ich 
Iese in der Bibel und moechte versuchen 
ein Leben zu fuehren, das dir wirklich 
~efaellt. Und in diesem Lernprozess stecke 
1ch heute noch. 

Deshalb bin ich auch eigentlich hier in 
Kanada: zu tun. was Jesus gefaellt 
. f h . . um 

em ac we1terzusagen, was Jesus mir be-
deutet. dass er mir Vergebung der Suende 
g
0
esch_enkdt_hat. und dass er fuer alle d a ist 
as 1st. 1e wunderbarste Botschaft . · 

man we1tersagen kann. O · die 

Marlies Kram a rbeitete a ls Sekr t . 
A S 

e aenn b · 
nton chulte, Neues Leben M' . e t 

in Altenkirchen, Deutschland _ 1ss1onswerk 



MEIN BE~dCll IN DER ~OWJET 
2. Fortsetzung 
Text und Fotos vom Schriftleiter 

Am naechsten Morgen, dem 3. September 
1976 mache ich mich fuer den erst~n 

' c · D Radio vollen Tag in der UdSSR iertig. as 
bringt mehrere Musikstuecke von 8 '.ahms 
und Verdi. Ich kann drei versch1edene 
Radiostationen waehlen. Zwei haben ein 

und die klassisches Musikprogramm, 
dritte spielt "Western Music"· 

Zurn Fruehstueck in einem der ~rossen 
Restaurants im Russia Hotel b_in IC~ der 
Gast von Ilia Orlov und Vitali Kuhkov. 
Fuer den Einheitspreis von 1 Rubel 
(=$1.25) kann man sich aus folgenden 
Speisen so vie! man will aussuchen: 
Grobes Schwarzbrot, Broetchen , Butter, 
gebra tener Fisch , Oelsardinen ,_ Ka~se, 
Marmelade, gekochte Eier, Griesspeise, 
Fruchtsaft, Yogurt und Tomatensaftl 
Fuer den Kaffee muss man pro Tasse extra 
zahlen. . 

Da nn beginnt meine Moskautour m1t 
Vitali a ls Begleiter und Dolmetscher . ~r 
kenn t sich besser in der deutschen als m 
der englischen Sprache aus. Zue:st ~eht es 
natuerlich zum Roten Platz . Hier 1st das 
Herz der Stadt. Tuerme mit zeltartigen 
Daechern erheben sich ueber Gebaeude, 
die einst als Kirchen gedient haben. 
Hinter der riesenhohen Granitmauer des 
Kremels sieht man mehrere Kirchen aus 
weissem Stein mit goldenen Zwiebeltuer­
men. Das Leninmauseleum ist heute ge­
schlossen, so dass man ganz dicht an die 
absolut bewegungslose Ehrenwache heran­
treten kann. Yorn Mauseleum geht es in 

den Park, der sich um die Kremelmauer 

dahinzieht. Das Grab des unbekannten 

Soldaten mit seiner ewigen Flamme 
beeindruckt durch seine einfache Schoen­
heit und den Berg von Blumenstraeussen , 
die taeglich von ungezaehlt vielen Besu­
chern an dieser Staette niedergelegt 
werden. Taeglich und besonders an jedem 
Wochenende kommen Hoch zeit spaare 
hier und in alien anderen Staedten zu 
diesen Ehrengraebern, um den Hochzeits­
strauss niederzulegen. Gedenken die 
Brautpaare an ihrem gluecklichsten Tag 
der Toten, oder wissen sie einfach von 
keinem wuerdevolleren Platz in ihrer 
Stadt? Nur ganz wenige Hochzeiten finden 
ja in den Kirchen statt-. 

Dann gehen wir in den Kremel hinein. 
Sofort ist man von der Vielzahl der 
Kathedralen und Kirchen ueberwaeltigt. 
Hier, mitten im Herzen des Sitzes einer 
atheisti;;chen Regierung , erwartet der un­
in form ierte Bes ucher e in fach keine 
Kirchen und ist daher um so mehr ueber­
rascht , neben der Kathedrale Ivan des 
Grossen noch die folgenden Kirchen vor­
zufinden: 

Kathedrale der Himmelfahrt, Kathedrale 
der Verkuendigung, Kathedrale des Erz-

UNION 
Ulllli~~:i :· 
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J~ 
Mein Ausblick vom Hotel Russia 
auf St. Basils Kathedrale und 
Kremeltuerme. 

) Der Fernsehturm Ts;- ein im- Pon·- d ~ 1eren er Riese 
mit einem dreistoeckigen, rotierenden 
Restaurant. 

Der Schriftleiter vor der 
Zarenglocke mit dem ausge· 
brochenen Bronzestueck. 

~ 
.·; ,; .. :·::: ! :. '-~. . 

I ,\:·; I r ri 
l ~.·};;l . ~·.~~ .... ; . .l ~ I 
~ ~-- -~Ji~ 
Die Moskau Universitaet ist auf 
einer Anhoehe gelegen, von wo aus 
man einen grossartigen Ausblick 
ueber die ganze Stadt hat. 

Der Kremel mit dem Obersten Sowjet Regierungssiu 
vom jenseitigen Moskauflussufer gesehen; ein Foto· 
motiv, das der Chauffeur Paul vorgeschlagen hane. 

engels, Kirche des Gewandes Jesu und 
der Palast der Patriarchen und zwoelf 
Apostel . 

Keine dieser Kirchen dient jetzt als An­
betungsstaette . Sie sind in Museen umge­
wandelt worden, fuer deren Besichtigung 
man Eintrit bezahlen muss. Wir waehlen 
die Verkuendigungskathedrale zur Be­
sichtigung. Ich entdecke keinerlei an­
tireligioese Propaganda. Man hat die 
Schaetze der ehemaligen Kirche (Ikonen, 
Silberbehaelter , Altardecken, Gemaelde) 
zur Besichtigung ausgelegt und ueber­
laesst es den Besuchern , sich e in eigenes 
Urteil zu bilden. Interessiert beobachte ich 
die Gesichter der alten , jungen und auch 
ganz jungen Besucher. Waehrend die 
aelteren Menschen die liturgischen Gegen­
staende mit grosser Ehrfurcht betrachten 
scheint die ziemlich teilnahmslos drein '. 
blickende Jugend ueberhaupt kein Ver­
staendnis und Gefuehl dafuer zu haben . 

Das verwundert mich nicht, denn seit SO 
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Russlsch orthodoxe Klrche In 
Moskau. 

Jahren , also seit der Oktoberrevolution 
1917, hat die Sowjetunion bewusst darauf 
hingearbeitet , das kirchliche Leben zu be­
schraenken , in d er Hoffnung , dass es eines 
Tages ganz verschwunden sein wird. 

Natuerlich bestaunen wir auch die 
Zarenglocke, die mit ihren Riesenaus­
massen ueberwaeltigend wirkt. Bei einem 
Brand d er Kathedrale Ivan des Grossen 
fie! sie vom Glockenturm herunter, und 
ein grosses Bronzestueck brach heraus. 

Die Zar Kanone, einige Meter entfernt 
von der Glocke, wurde im Jahr 1586 also 
150 Jahre vor der Glocke gegossen, wiegt 
40 Tonnen, ist fast 16 Fuss lang - und hat 
nie einen Schuss gefeuert. 

Nach der Kremelbesichtigung werden 
wir vom Chauffeur d es Bundesh aus Paul 
Prokaptchuk mit dem Auto abgeholt. Er 
hat endlos vie le Besucher in d e r Stadt und 
Umgebung umhergefahren und kennt die 

Stellen mit d en besten Fotomotiven . Sein 

prominentester Fahrgast war wohl de r 

Der Rote Platz mit Kremeltuermen im Vordergrund, 
links unten das Lenin Mauseieum, am Ende des 
Platzes die St. Basil Kathedraie mit meinem Russia 
Hotel im Hintergrund. 

Das Grab des unbekannten Soldaten 

Die Zarenkanone aus dem 16. Jahrhundert, die nie 
einen Schuss gefeuert hat. 

Praesident der Republik Liberia , William 
R. Tolbert, der bekannte afrikanische 
Staatsmann und immer noch aktive 
Baptistenprediger. 

Die Stadtrundfahrt ist in mehrfacher 
Hinsicht hochinteressant. So sehr ich von 
der Waerme und Freundlichkeit der 
Russen beeindruckt bin, ebenso bin ich 
ueber ihr ruecksichtsloses Benehmen auf 
der Strasse erschuettert. Durch das ewige 
Schlangestehen d aran gewoehnt, immer 
wieder einmal zu kurz oder zu spaet zum 
Warenempfang zu kommen, haben die 
meisten diese Furcht auch auf den 
Strassenverkehr uebertragen. Trotz der 
hohen Strafen, die ueber sie bei einem 
Verkehrsunfall verhaengt werden, 
sche inen alle Autofahrer es darauf ange­
legt zu haben, die Fussgaenger wenn nicht 
gleich umzufahren, so doch wenigstens 
anzufahren. Die Fussgaenger ihrerseits 
haben eine Ueberlebungstaktik entwick­
kelt, ueber die man nur staunf)n kann. Sie 

"rennen , retten, fluechten" sich vor den 
heranpreschenden Autos und Motor­
raedern und verstehen es , unversehrt 
davonzukommen. Selbst unser Chauffeur 
Paul, der nicht nur ein guter Christ ist und 
somit an das Gebot glaubt "Du sollst nicht 
toeten", sondern der dazu auch ein 
richtiger Gemuetsmensch ist, scheint beim 
Fahren alle Ruecksichtsnahme abzu­
schuette ln . Gluecklicherweise ha t Moskau 
viele bre ite Strassen, manche sogar mit 
acht Fahrbahnen , so dass die Autofahrer 
wie auch die Fussgaenger letztlich doch 
mite inander auskommen. 

In den Warenhaeusern scheint die 
gleiche "lch-zuerst" Regel zu herrschen. 
Wehe wenn sich jemand in der Geschaefts­
schlange vordraengeln wollte! Und um von 
einem Geschaeft zum andern zu kommen, 
muss man eben die Ellbogen gebrau­
chen-. 

Wir besichtigen das grosse, mitten in 
der Stadt gelegene Schwimmstadion , das 
das Jahr hindurch fuer das Publikum 
geoeffnet ist und fuer die einzelnen 
Sportarten mehrfach unterteilt ist. 

Dann ha lten wir vor einer der rund 40 
russisch-orthodoxen Kirchen, die noch als 
Anbetungsstaetten benutzt werden. Die 
Gemeinde ist gerade dabei, ihr Gotteshaus 
mit eigenen Mitteln aussen und innen zu 
renovieren. Die Frauen in der Kirche, alle 
mit Kopftuechern selbst bei der Arbeit, 
sind gerade beim Mittagessen. Sie grues­
sen uns mit mehrfachen Verbeugungen, 
besonders als sie herausfinden, dass Vitali 
und ich Prediger sind. Ihre Speise besteht 
aus Pellka rtoffeln und Borschtsuppe. 
Gleichzeitig aber findet im Hauptaltar­
raum ein Gottesdienst statt. Die Gottes­
dienstbesucher kuessen den Sarkophag, 
der die Gebeine eines Kirchenpatriar­
chen enthaelt, zuenden Kerzen an und 
reihen sich dann in die Schar der singen­
den Anbeter. 

Wir nehmen unser Mittagsmahl in dem 
dreistoeckigen , rotierenden Restaurant 
auf dem Fernsehturm ein. Von hier aus 
darf man nicht fotographieren. Es waere 
auch kaum zum Fotographieren geeignet , 
weil auch Moskau, wie alle Grosstaedte 
der Welt , an Luftverschmutz ung (Pollu­
tion) leidet, die den Ausblick verringert. 
Alexander Saweliev hat sich zum Essen 
zu uns gesellt. Er spricht fliessend 
Deutsch , hat am Predigerseminar in 
Hamburg studiert und kennt meinen 
Bruder Siegfried von dessen Oldenburger 
Predigerzeit sehr gut. Kleine Welt! 

Am Abend nimmt mich Bruder Kulivov 
zu einer Ballett-Auffuehrung in den 
grossen Konzertpalast, der im Herzen des 
Kremels gelegen ist und a uch fuer Par­
te ikongresse benutzt wird. Die hervor­
ragende Kunst der Musiker und Schau­
spie ler beeindruckt mich . Dann ist Pause, 
und ploetzlich geschieht das voellig Uner­
wartete. 

(Fortsetz ung folgt) 
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aus dem 
bundes111erk 

•Rev. John M cGarvey begann am 15. Okt. 
76 seinen Dienst in der Village Green 
Baptist Church in Glen Ellyn, IL, als 
" Prediger fuer christliche Erziehung". 

•Rev. Richard Quiring beginnt am 1. 
Januar seinen Predigtdienst in der Faith 
Baptist Church in Regina, SA. 

•Mr. Gary Mcintosh, seit 1975 Prediger 
der Southwood Park Baptist Church in 
Tigard , OR, dient nach seiner Kuendi­
gung im November jetzt e iner CBA 
Gemeinde in Kalifornien. 

•Rev. David Wick, seit 1970 Prediger der 
Pilgrim Baptist Church in Philadelphia, 
PA , hat der Gemeinde gekuendigt und 
wird ab Februar der Neulandmissions­
gemeinde in Osseo, MN , als Prediger 
dienen. 

•Rev. Melvin L. Warkentin, seit 1972 
Prediger der North Highlands Baptist 
Church in Dallas, TX, wird ab 1. Januar 
ein christliches Buchgeschaeft in Enid , 
OK, leiten . 

•Mr. John Dikkers ist der Prediger der 
Cathay Baptist Church in Cathay, SD. 

•Dr. David W. Lake, Student am Nord­
amerikanischen Predigerseminar in Sioux 
Falls , dient gleichzeitig der Plum Creek 
Baptist Church in Emery, SD, als 
Prediger . 

•Rev. C. R. Collett ist der Prediger der 
Bethel Baptist Church in High Prairie, 
AB. 

•Rev. Etan Pelzer, seit 1968 Prediger der 
Ashley Baptist Church, Ashley, ND, wird 
ab 23. Januar der Twin Pines Baptist 
Church in Cedar Rapids , IA, dienen. 

•Rev. Adolph Braun, seit 1959 Prediger 
der Redeemer Baptist Church in Warren, 
Ml, der die Gemeinde im W achstum von 
einer kleinen Schar auf rund 900 Glieder 
erlebt hat , ist ab Januar der Gemeinde­
hirte d er Sunkist Baptist Church in 
Anaheim, CA. 

•_Wegen staendig ste igender Produk­
t1onskosten musste der Preis fuer BAP­
TIST HERALD/ DER SENDBOTE um SO 
Cent erhoeht werden Die Red kt" 
b . . · a ion 

edauert dte~e Pre1ssteigerung, die "ed h 
unumgaenghch war. D J oc 



gemeindenachrichlen 

FAIR OAKS, CA. Wir als Sunrise Baptist 
Church sind eine englischsprachige Neu­
landmissionsgemeinde. Im Februar 1974 
fand der erste Gottesdienst in einem 
gemieteten Saal statt mit 18 Personen an­
wesend. Der Fremdenbesuch nahm staen­
dig zu , und so konnten wir mit 58 Mit­
gliedern im Oktober 1974 a ls Gemeinde 
anerkannt werden. Ein Bauplatz von 
ueber 5 Acker wurde von unseren Schwes­
tergemeinden gekauft. Durch Gottes Hilfe 
wurden die Bauschwierigkeiten ueber­
wunden . Im August 1975 wurde mit dem 
Bau begonnen und mit grossem Fleiss und 
viel Eigenhilfe vieler Brueder im Dezember 
1975 fert iggestellt. Die Kapelle hat vor­
laeufig 300 Sitzplaetze und ausserdem 

r 

odesanzeigen 

POHL-Fred wurde am 25. Juli 1893 in 
Polen geboren. In den zwanziger fahten 
kam die Familie nach Kanada , wo unser 
Bruder in der Gegend von Morden llnd 
spaeter Du~al? cine Farm ~etrieb . Nach 
seiner Pens1omerung zo?en die Pohls nach 
Winnipeg und waren h1er treue Besuc0 
unserer Gottesdienste. Im Jahre 1972 &i:r 
Frau Pohl heim, und kurz darauf liess Sic~ 
Fred Pohl in des Herr~ T~ t~ufen . Nach 
einer kurzen Krankhe1tsze1t gmg Br. Pohl 
ant J. November im Alter von 83 Jahten 
heim zu seinem Herrn. 

Seinen Tod betrauern seine vier T<>l!ch­
ter , zwei Soehne, 23 Enkelkinder unct 24 
Urenkel. 

Deutsche Baptisten Missionsgemeinde, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Heinrich R. Goliath , Prediger 

noch Sonntagsschulraeume. Der treue 
Herr hat uns reichlich gesegnet , so dass 
wir am 7. Nov. 1976 mit zwei Gottesdien­
sten begannen . 

Am letzten Sonntag waren 240 Personen 
zur Sonntagsschule und 413 Besucher im 
Gottesd ienst. Unser Prediger Eugen Kern 
hat in den vergangenen 2 :Y. Jahren 48 Per­
sonen getauft, wofuer wir unserm Herrn 
sehr dankbar sind . 

Unsere Gemeinde hat jetzt 175 Mit­
glieder. Auch die Frauengruppe ist sehr 
taetig. Die Bibel-und Gebetsabende sind 
gut besucht. Wir sind eine lebendige, 
frohe und dankbare Gemeinde, und 
dafuer geben wir unserm Gott die Ehre. 
Harry Tonn 

GETROSTIN 
LEBEN UNO TOD 

Herr Jesu, wenn ich 
sterben soll, 

lass mich den Tod 
bestehen 

und deines heiligen 
Geistes voll 

mit dir zum Leben gehen. 

Wenn ich mein Liebstes 
lassen muss, 

bleibst du mir doch zur 
Seite 

und staerkst mich hier zu 
gutem Schluss 

in meinem letzten Streite. 

Mein Liebstes, Heiland, 
bist ja du! 

Dir folg' ich voll Vertrauen. 
Und schliess' ich hier die 

Augen zu, 
werd ich dich ewig 

schauen. 

Martha Mueller-Zitzke 
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TREKKING 
FOR GOD 

by Karen Fluth 

I nevec imagined that I could feel at home being 
the only "Whiteman " in a small house crowded with 
Cameroonians . But that's exactly how I felt at 1 :00 one 
morning as I stood watching a group _ of hap~y Chris­
tians dancing and singing for God. Their enthusiasm was 
rea lly amazing. This experience was one of many that I 
enjoyed while being a member of God's Volunteers ' 76 
touring a remote part of Cameroon. 

God's Volunteers is a new th ing here. Early this year a 
donation was given to the Belo Field Youth Budget for 
evangelism. The youth executives (my mother is advisor) 
of Belo Field met to see how they could use the money 
a nd decided to experiment with sendi ng youth tea ms to 
two of the twelve associat ions of Belo Field to visit and 
encourage the churches. So, a t the a nnua l Youth Con­
ference, ten youths said they wanted to become God's 
Vo lun teers. A tra ining course was pla nned a nd held a t 
Mbingo. Only two o f the volunteers showed up the first 
day. It was then tha t I a nd a no ther boy from Mbingo, 
Ezekiel Nsah, decided to join a lso. Next day the four o f 
us began our tra ining. As the day wore on, four o thers 
joined us. We were to ld what our purpose was and what 
we should expect on ou r tour. T he Rev. C harles Tangwa 
instructed us on how to prepare a testimony. T hen we 
plan ned the program that we were going to give a t ea~h 
chu rch we were to visi·t. Four of us were visiting the six 
churches in Akeh Association a nd the ot her four were 
going to visit the ten churche~ in Fundong Association. 
By the end of the day we were all excited about t~e 
whole thing, a nd we regretted that our trips d idn't beg111 
for a no ther ten days. . 

Frid ay afternoon, Ezekiel and I walked from Mbingo 
to Belo where we met our team leader - Martin Jam. We 
walked to Anyajua, ten miles from Mbingo . and spent 
the n ight al a fr iend's house. We began walking al 6:0? 
the next day and didn't arrive a t our destination unt il 
6:00 that night. The trek was mostly uphill , and though 
it was long, the weather was beautiful. Being young and 
healthy it was a plea sant tr ip . None of us had ever been 
to Akeh before, and we were wondering how we'd get 
there since you don't see many people on that path. But 
God ~ea ll y was taking care of us; every time there was a 
for k in the path , there always was someone to either 
point out the way or to walk with us. 

Miss Karen Fluth, 17, is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Jerry F/uth, missionaries in Cameroon. S~e i~ a junior i~ 
high school at Hillcrest School, Jos, Nlgena, and res1-
den t during school terms at Woyke House, Jos. She 
wrote the article during a recent school vacation when 
she returned home to Mbingo Baptist Hospital in 
Cameroon. 

We slept a t the pastor' s house in Saibi (the first 
church on our schedule). It was sad to learn that the 
pastor's house was usually vacant since there was only 
one qualified pastor fo r the six churches in the associa­
tion . But Saibi was a wonderful p lace. The Christians 
were expecting us a nd were really happy to see us. We 
ate a lot of fufu before we fell asleep that night. 

We put on a varied program including singing, 
testi monies, discussion, devotion , Bible quiz and games, 
and photographs. Though each day our programs lasted 
about 3 Y2 hours, the tim e seemed to fly, not only to us, 
but to o ur audiences too , who really seemed to appre­
ciate wha t we were trying to do . Although four of t~e 
six churches didn ' t have pastors, the Christians were sull 
"alive;" about thirty people showed up at each church , 
which was encouraging. 

We were reall y impressed by the kindness of a ll the 
Christians. We were always well provided wi th food and 
a place to sleep. I t was grea t to see their enthusiasm 
when at night the Christians would come to the house 
we were staying in, bringing a ll their instru~ents­
drums, shakers, xylophones, and we'd a ll praise God 
together thro ugh sing ing and da ncing. 

A t the fourt h church we visited, Mual, there was 

(Continued on page 31) 

Ezekiel, Martin and Karen washing clothes by a stream. 
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PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

Tax Reform Act of 
1976-Who 
Benefits? 
by Everett A. Barker 

Tax reform or tax rev1s1on- it a ll 
depends upon how you look at it. Some 
feel that re form did not go far enough, 
and others feel tha t it elimi na ted impor­
tant tax shelter incent ives for construc­
tion, oil explora tion and job creation. 

The tax re form act of 1976 which is 
now in effect covers income tax estate 
and gift tax reform. This is the 'second 
major tax law change since 1969 when 
extensive changes were made. a ffecting 
chari table giving. At that 'time the 
chari table remainder uni1rus1, annu ity 
trust and pooled income fu nd were des­
igna ted as 1 he major vehicles for gifts 
with income and tax savi ng benefits. 

The new law had some of its impet us 
from the fact that large income people 
were sti ll able 10 lega lly avoid income 
tax on much of their income in spite o f 
the 1969 minimum tax laws. The 1976 
tax changes get ten-fold more people 
paying income tax through an increased 
minimum tax and added in tax prefer­
ences. The di fference between a tax 
loophole and tax incentives to stim ula te 
and provide economic benefits can be a 
matter of opinion. For instance, the per­
son who deducts interest and property 
taxes on his home considers this a leg it ­
imate incent ive fo r home ownership. 
The person who pays rent might consid­
er \Uch tax deduction s an unfair ad­
vantage and a tax loophole. 

Estate and gift tax reform had it s im­
petu \ becau5e far mers, small bus i n e5~es 
and modest estates were hurt by infla­
tion and federal estate taxes . Our Con­
ference estate planning counselors have 
been warning people about the growing 
effect~ of the estate tax. Since the 
$60,000 exemption was established in 

The Rev. Everett A. Barker is es({lle 
planning director of the North A meri­
can Baptist Conference. 
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1942, inflation has made many more 
esta tes subject 10 tax than o riginally in­
tended . Congress fi na lly got around 10 
doing something about it , and the new 
law gives significan t relief 10 people 
wi th medium size estat es. Fa rmers and 
small businesses gained help through a 
higher exemption, new valua tion stan­
da rds and a longer period 10 pay the 
estate tax. It is now estimated that only 
57,000 death es ta tes will owe any taxes 
in 1977 rather than an estimated 
157,000 under the old law. 

The new law uses a system of tax 
credits which is illustrated below by the 
adj usted gross es ta te a single decedent 
can pass tax free: 

1977 $ 120,667 
1978 $134 ,000 
1979 $147,333 
1980 $ 161 ,563 
1981 $ 157,625 

A married couple leaving an estate 10 
the surviving spouse is illustra ted below: 
Old l aw 
Gross esta te 
Less debts and expenses 

Less marita l deduction 
(Yi of $425,000) 

Less speci fie ex em pt ion 
Taxable esta te 
Tax 

Reform 
Gross esta te 
Less debts and expenses 

Less mari tal deduction 
Taxable esta te 
Basic tax under new ra tes 
Less credit 
Tax under reform 

$475,000 
50,000 

425,000 

2 12,500 
212,500 
60,000 

152,500 
36,450 

$475,000 
50,000 

425,000 
250,000 
175,000 
46,800 
29,800 
17,000 

Taxes saved under tax re form 19,450 
(T his tax can be further reduced by a 
li fetime gift 10 the spo use.) 

Charitable gifts remain fu lly deducti­
ble at I 00 percent. Since most estates 
will be pay ing no federa l esta te tax, 
many Christian people wi ll have more 
financial freedom to make gifts to 
God 's work . 

There is another aspe1:1 10 the tax re­
form act whid1 relates 10 capita l gains. 
Some people who had highly appreci­
ated propert y or scrnri tic\ d1ose not to 
seU them because of capi ta l gain but 
wa11.ed to pass them on at deat h to es­
tablish a new value ba5is. In the fu tu re 
the .basis da te wi ll be Dec. 31 , 1976, and 
1:ap11 al gains will be figured from that 
?ate. This wi ll tend lo discourage wa it ­
ing for death to pass on appreciated 
prop~rt y. However, there are some com­
puta tions providing help for sma ll e5-

tatcs. Chari table remainder trusts arc an 
ex1:c llcnt vehicle to avoid capita l ga ins 
on highly appm.: ia ted prope rt y. T his in­
come and gift vehicle will become in­
creasingly importa nt in future years. 

This brief a rt icle has only a ttempted 
to highlight a few aspects of the tax la \\' 
changes. Fo r more informa tion, you 
may send for the brochures mentio ned 
in the ad. ll is im port ant 10 review your 
esta te pl ans 10 see how the tax refo rm 
act a ffects them. Our estat e planni ng 
counselors will be happy 10 help you 
with th is review o f your goals fo r your­
self, you r fa mi ly and th e Lord's 
work . 0 

1)L~ )l(•f()1•111 
&Eslitf(• 

Planning 
('1hanges 

1. Capita l gains and losses 
2. Gift and estate taxes 
3. Joint ownership 
4. Marital deduct ion 
5. Valuing farms and closely 

held busi nesses 
Please send the fol lowing free 
brochu res for more informa­
tion: 
D Tax Reform Act of 1976 
0 How the New Tax Reform 

Act Affects Your Giving 
D I des ire a personal vis it 

without cost or ob l igat ion 
to me. 

----------------.... .. .... --.. ... ... ..... ........ .. .. --... ----.... ... -... -------

Name 

St reet Address 

Ci ty State/Province 

Zip Code 

Send to: Everet t Barker, North 
American Bapt ist Conference, 1 
So. 210 Summit Ave ., Oakbrook 
Terrace, Vill a Park, IL 60181 , 
Telephone (312) 495-2000. 

AN INSIDE \JIEW OF NORTH AN\ERICf\N 
BAPTISTS 

Part 3 in a series 
by Bruce A. Rich 

What a church is appears to be 11111ch 
more important than where it is, or 
what size it is. In examining the records 
of 15 ra ndomly selected growing 
churches, of varying size and locat io n 
th roughout the Conference it was evi~ 
dent that churches of all sizes and set­
tings have the potentia l to grow in 
mem bcrs hip. 

In the selected churches size was not a 
determining fac tor in the abili ty to 
grow. Location does play an important 
part, but o f those growing churches 
sampled, some, by normal standards 
would not. be candidates for recognized 
membership growth . Wherever there are 
unr:ac~1~d people, the church can grow. 

S1g111f1can1 factors seen in these 
sllldics a rc re lated 10 wha t the church 
is-:-its ~cing. The attitude of the people, 
thei r . n~md -sc 1 , appears repeat edly as a 
sus1a1 n111g or pivota l point in their 
gro1~· t h ra te. It is expressed as en­
t !rns 1a ~m. visio n, comm it men! , fr iend­
liness, love and unity . Severa l churches 
pecifica ll y ment io n sound biblical 

teaching and home Bible discussion 
groups as keys 10 their growth . 

Undeniably the pastor has figu red as 
an identi fied key personalit y in many or 
these churches. His alti tude, preaching, 
Bible teaching and leadership style a re 
important. The pastor 's importance in 
the growt h of the church has been un­
dersrnred by a lm ost every study tha t 
has been made. Peter Wagner, in his 
book Your Church Can Gro w, says, 
" In America, the primary catalytic fac­
tor for growth is the pastor" (p. 55). He 
goes on to say tha t the number one vi ta l 
sign o f a healthy, growi ng church 
" . .. is a pastor who is a possibility 
thin ker and whose dynamic leadership 
has been used 10 cata lyze the ent ire 
church into ac tion for growth " (p. 57). 

Churc.:hes that have a plan o f outreach 
to their community and who fait hfully 

The Rei'. Bmce A . Rich is general direc­
tor of the CII11rc1I Ministries Department 
of the Noni! Amerirnn Baptist Con­
ference. 

fo llow it experience results in conver­
sions, baptisms and new members, as 
well as crea ting a new spirit of expec­
tancy and aliveness in the church. In 
very few cases will churches fi nd success 
in o utreach plans unless the pas tor is in­
volved in giving leadership and support . 

Many of our older churches a re de­
clini ng churches which have a "what is 
the use" atti tude o f defea t. Genera lly a 
pastor, or visionary lay person, who at­
tempts 10 bring change in the situation 
grows weary and impat ient and gives up 
before much is accompl ished . The in­
gra ined traditions and a tt itudes within 
the church over a period of time become 
almost impossible to change. 

David Mains, in Full Circle, describes 
some of the alt itudes and resistances 
met by a group of new-t hin king young 
adu lts who, by agreement, were 10 help 
rejuvena te a long-established , tradi tional 
church. He writes, 

What we hadn' t counted on was the 
tremendous pull into the past th at 
Zion church exerted on so many o f 
our congregation . The name itself, the 
bui lding, the fastened church pews, 
the off-key orga n were all symbolic of 
things so many o f our young people 
had rejected and were determined not 
10 submit 10 again .. . . 

. .. We had also not anticipated the 
inability of the Zio n regulars 10 pro­
vide socia bi lity on levels to make the 
transfusion group feel welcome .... 
If you have not forced yourself con­
tinua lly 10 reach o ut from comfort­
able in-groups through the years o f 
aging, it is more than difficult 10 
begin such activ ity la te in life (p . 
145). 

The insti tutionalizing process in the 
church had shaped a tt itudes and tradi­
tions fu rther in tha t 

The Zion people were buildi ng­
oricnta tecl . . . . Many of these people 
had helped 10 pay for that very build­
ing, and unconsciously it had become 
a \ hrine devoted 10 middle-cla s work 
ethics as well as having symbolic re-

ligious overtones. Consequently, the 
theory o f the church in the market 
place, and possible use of other gifts 
of the Spiri t, was next to impossible 
for them lO assume. 

Moving the prayer group out of the 
austere basement room wi th its con­
nota tions of 'midweek service' and in­
to the warm informali ty of homes 
which would be more conducive to 
personal sharing was met with 'Why 
move? We've a lways done it this way ' 
. . . it seemed impossible 10 in it ia te 
any psychology different from the one 
that viewed the building as the focus 
of sociability and spiritua lity (pp. 
147-148). 
This one church is typica l o f many 

North American Baptist churches and of 
the a lt itudes which become deeply in­
gra ined in o ur mode of thin king and 
style o f life. These traditions and a t­
ti tudes form a securi ty which many peo­
ple will cling to tenaciously. While ig-
110ring o r trying to forget th reaten ing 
facts, they will repeatedly try 10 meet 
current problems wit h yesterday's solu­
tions. 

T he fact that the Conference is grow­
ing indica tes that a majority of the 
churches are building their membership, 
and the Profi le Survey suggests they 
have a desire to do more. It should be 
sta ted that the Conference cannot build 
a Church Body; this is a responsibility 
and pri vilege o f the members locall y. 
From the Conference and Associat ion 
perspect ive must come such th ings as vi­
sionary th inking, stimulation, a caring 
support , resources and counsel. 

Continued and accelerated growth in 
the churches may be enhanced by: 

I . A greater awareness of the need 
and command 10 add new 
members. 

2. The selling of further definite , a t­
tainable goals so people can ex­
perience a sense o f accomplish­
ment. 

3. Greater communication and inter­
dependence between Conference 
departments, Association commi t­
tees and local churches. 

4. Pastors and leaders opportunity to 
acqui re new knowledge, skills and 
inspira tio n. 

5. Recognizing that a variety of ap­
proaches and solu tio ns a re needed 
10 meet the divergence of prob­
lems tha t hinder church growth . 

6. Helpi.ng churches to be fl exible, 
adaptive and crea ti ve in their 
ministry. Not that they are with­
out sound tructure, but more tha t 
t h~y can be free to respond to 
bri ng ab~ut greater fulfi llment of 
pers?ns 111. achieving and expcr-
1enc111g th.e1r God-given potent ial. 

(Continued on page 3J) 
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BRl!R·l·Ff ti:t 
'Ef/7 

by Rev. Bruce A. Rich 

Bible centered teaching. 

DOES CHURCH GROWTH INVOLVE ME? Yes 
church growth involves YOU! Churches don ' t grow un~ 
less the individuals who mak e up th e churches grow. 
Members of the church set the tone, the attitude and the 
climate that rules that particular body of believers. 

Without fu lly recognizing it, many church members 
have developed poor attitudes, which in time permeate 
the whole church. T hese attitudes a re evident to visitors 
and observers. When th ese attitudes persist they develop 
into symptoms of a sick church. Let me list some ex ­
amples of such symptoms: 

I. When your membership becomes stagna nt. Lacks 
vision and commitment. 

2. When your average a ttendance begins to stabilize . 
Your outreach is weak. 

3. When your leadership wants to reduce in volve­
ment and combine classes or programs. 

4. When your vis itatio n efforts decrease and disap­
pear. 

The Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general director of the 
Church Ministries Department of the North American 
Baptist Conference. 

People getting involved In outreach. 

Friendliness and love. 

Meaningful worship. 
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A greater community awareness of the church. 

5. When you begin to blame circumstances for your 

lack of growth. . 
6. When leaders and teachers are satisfied with the 

few that are at tending or par~icipa_ting . 
7. When you stop caring about inacuve rne~bers. 
8. When your board or committeeh _meeting~ are 

poorly attended, dry or have Ios_t t eir a~pea . 
9. When you see leaders losing their ent.hus1~s rn. and 

10 . When your leaders begin to :auona ize 
justify why the church is not growing. 

CHURCH GROWTH STRATEGY b · toms that may e ev1-
To help you analyze any syrnp "de some rerne-

d~nt in your church , and he!~ ~ou_ pro~epartrnent has 
dia l action, the Church Mm1stnes It will help you 
developed a Church Growth Strategy. h th As you 
identify facto rs that contribute to c~urc !rr~;rn~toms of 
P_lan and prepare for church ~row~ f, /i~ength , and your 
Stck ness ca n be changed to signs k" areas of effec1 ive 
Weak areas can be turned into wor mg 

min istry. . 1 rches throughout the 
J a nuary 1977 is the urn~ for c 

1
ulan s for a revitali zed 

Conference to initiate their owi~P h the Rev. Henry 
growing church. The Rev . Ray a'.~~ ~very Association 
G. Ramus and myself ha~e. met ~vi ation committee to 
church ministries or Chnsuan e buc ble to help your 
equip them a nd ,help them to k e ~n our Conference, 
church We as well as other wor ers d their leaders to 
a · ' · I churches an re available to meet wit 1 

1 for growth. 
help you evaluate and begin to set goaes can accomplish 

W · together w d ork ing and sharing . 
0 0 it alone. We ne_e 

more than if each church 1r1 es t g d each other as 1n-
e h . t as we nee ~c oth er as churches JUS . d encouraging to one 
dividuals. So let 's be supporti ve an 
another. . your church? You 

What do you wa nt to see happen in 

could experience: d rnawrity of members; 
1. greater spiritua l growth _a~ 1 eeds of your corn-
2. an awareness of the spintua n 

munity· f 1. g that "Something is 
3 • . the ee 111 

. a spirit of ahveness, ·" 
happening in o ur chu rch, arious chu rch gat her-

4 . a n increase in at tendance at v, 

ings ; . 
5. a n increase in giving; . s of the church; 
6 

. awa1enes 
· a greater comm unit y ' . trcach· 7 . Jved Ill OLI ' , 
. people get ting 1nvo bership. 

8. grow th in chu rch rnem 

A thorough 
discipling ministry. 

Your church could experience several of these benefits 
this year if you as a church have a desire and commit­
ment to do so. We believe every church can set goals in 
several areas, including outreach contacts, and achieve 
results in church growth. 

God 's promise is that he will empower us, equip us, 
give us wisdom, boldness and courage. Each of us needs 
to prayerfully ask, "Am I the member that can make the 
difference in Christ's Body to bring it to action and 
growth as he intended?" Let's get going and growing! D 
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 

ROCK RAPIDS, I~, CHURCH EXTENSOO PROJECT 
by Reuben Grueneich 

"Rock Rapids! Church Extension? Never heard that 
we had a church started there.'' These were my first re­
marks when I had received a phone call to see if I was 
interested in a call to Church Extension. Rock Rapids is 
situated about 32 miles from Sioux Falls, SD, with a 
population of about 3000. The town is a friendly place, 
and the people have been very open. 

The work here was started with Bible study in March 
1975; a room in the bank basement was used until it was 
?utgrown. In October 1975 evening services began, a nd 
m January 1976 morning and evening services plus 
Thursday evening family night classes for a ll ages, were 
started, meeting in a Christian school building which was 
vacant at the time. Sunday school classes for a ll ages 
have been set up; Sunday evening we have several youth 
groups meeting and just recently have started a choir 
under the leadership of one o f our college students at­
tending Sioux Falls College. We have been fortunate to 
have classrooms plus piano and desks for our use. This 
has been a great help to our Christian education pro­
gram. 

We have been thri lled wi th the enthusiasm of our peo­
ple .attending our services. Under the leadership of a 
seminary student they have done very well. The group 
now averaging between 50-60 has been going from door 
to door handing out invitations to a ttend the services . 
Vacation Bible school proved a blessing with attendance 
of 55 children and sta ffed by those allending o ur ser­
vices. T he youth have been a real inspiration too. They 
had a booth at. the. fai r distributing Christian literature 
and a puppet show or story time twice for the boys and 
girls. As a result one young man made a decision for the 
Lord, and some new contacts for follow-up were made. 

T he opportunities of our community are many. There 
are people who have not been reached for Christ in spite 
of many different churches. The ci ty is growing . We 
have some small indust ry started. There is great in terest 
in the community for a Baptist church even in the sma ll 
surrounding towns. We thank the man y people who care 
and are concerned about the work here in Rock Rapids . 
We are looking forward to your prayerful and financial 
support in the work of Church Extension. 0 

The Rev. Reuben C rueneich is the pastor of Faith Bap­
tis t C hurc h , Rock Rapids, I A. 
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Pastor R. Grueneich. The choir during the worship service. 
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Tho n ursery Sunda 
Y school class in action. 

SHARING 
by Marlene Ginter 

"Am I ever excited about what hap­
pened tonight!" Bob Walther, GOD'S 
VOLUNTEER'S director, shares enthu­
siastically with team and church mem­
bers of the First Baptist Church in 
Jamesburg, N.J ., the events of the eve­
ning: Together with a church member 
he had spent it sharing the reality of 
knowing Jesus Christ in a personal way 
with people in the community. At the 
beginning of one of the calls, the people 
had been very hostile and non-respon­
sive. However, as Bob proceeded with 
the survey and shared the "Four Spiri­
tual Laws" a complete change of atti ­
tude was noticed. Upon learning that 
they could know Jesus Christ in a per­
sonal way, all four individuals in this 
home prayed to receive him as their 
Saviour and Lord. When Bob and his 
calling partner left, four new Christians 
expressed their thanks for the ca ll and 
also their eagerness to have someone 
come back to share in a Bibl e study 
with them. 

This is just one of the many exciting 
reports in the share times following an 
afternoon or evening of calling. 

Door-to-door calling is, indeed, an 
adventure. First of all, the callers 
(church members and team) come to­
gether for assignments and prayer. We 
as team define our witnessing as " shar­
ing Christ in the power of the Holy 
Spirit and leaving the results up to 
God." 

&od"s 
Uolunteers 
report 

In our calling we use a "religious 
opinion survey" to find out the com­
munity's opinions, and from that we are 
able to offer our help whether it be a 
church home, knowledge of the way to 
salvation, or simply friendship. 

To the survey question of "What do 
you think is man's greatest spiritual 
need? " we have found more than 75 
percent answer "to be loved and to 
love." Many people reply to the ques­
tion "Who is Jesus Christ?" by saying: 
"The Son of God." However, only few 
realize that they can have a personal 
relationship with God (I Tim 2:5). 

On each call we try to keep the door 
open for fu ture contacts. Therefore, in 
an attitude o f love, concern and cour­
tesy, we share our faith as far as the 
people are wi lling to listen. 

People respond to our survey in dif­
ferent ways-some are closed and not 
interested, bu1 most are cordial and will­
ing to spend some time with us sharing 
their opinions. It is special joy and en­
couragement to us when some express 
their gratitude for our coming to their 
door. 

After the presentation of the gospel, 
one man in Woodside, N.Y., shared 
with my calling partner (a church 
member) and me his amazement and his 
thanks. He said, "Your sincerity and 
your willingness to come back to our 
door three times is something that 
speaks to me of dedication and genu­
iness. All of my life, I've gone to 
church; but it was just a compromise 
with God. When I make my commit­
ment to him I am serious and want to 
surrender my complete will to his. Your 
coming here today has influenced me a 
step closer in this direction. " 

This is just one incident where we 
have found our faith strengthened. How 
encouraged we are when we leave a 
home and there is joy and the assurance 
of eternal li fe, where before there were 
doubts and uncertainty! 

Sometimes we do not receive visible 
results from our efforts. It is then that 
we are reminded that all that God re­
quires of us is to go and do our part. 
The Holy Spirit will continue to work in 
the lives of the people we have come in 
contact with. 

We as a team would like to encourage 
those who are not always seeing, in 
human terms, visible results of their 
witnessing, and we would like to leave a 
reminder that the task is simply to go­
to go and tell our world about the claim 
that Jesus Christ has on each one of our 
lives. D 

SEEING IS NOT BELIEVING 
by Ronald Susek 

SEEING IS NOT BELIEVING is an analysis of what 
God meant historically when He used the word FAITH 
in the Bible. On this basis the book then engages in 
strong application so that modern man might be able to 
experience the Faith-Life in everyday living. 

This book relates faith to a wide spectrum of human 
experiences such as grief, fai lure, a nd s uccess. It presents 
a practical picture of how the C hristian faith can em­
power a man to handle the day-by-day reali ty of the here 
and now. Finally, it widens one's understanding of faith, 
to the end that a person' s ability to live a fulfi lling life 
may be realized. 

Size S x 8. Suggested retail price: $2.45 

Order from 
Master's Press Inc., 

Twenty Mills Street 
Kal amazoo, M l 49001 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
The Rev. and Mrs. Fred Klein of Sac­
ramento, CA, were honored at a 50th 
wedding anniversary celebrat ion by thei r 
children and the congregation of the 
Firs t Baptis t Church, Elk Grove, CA , 
on Sept. 26, 1976. They a re members of 
the First Baptist C hurch, Elk Grove, 
where Rev. Klei n is minister of visita­
tion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Pfaff celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on July 
11, 1976. They are members of the First 
Baptist Church, Goodrich, ND. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Felchle celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary on Sept. 
26, 1976. They are members of the First 
Baptist Church, Goodrich, ND. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam (Tusnelda) Miller of 
Camrose, AB, celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary on Aug. 8, 1976. 
They are active members of the Fellow­
ship Baptist Church, Camrose. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Thole were 
honored on their 50th wedding anniver­
s~ry by an open house at Calvary Bap­
llst Church, Stafford , KS, June 13. 
Hosts were thei r children: Mrs. Leon 
Bill, Sioux Falls, SD; Mrs. Richard 
Feldman, and the Rev. Bernard Thole 
Auburn, WA . ' 

EDMONTON, AB. Missionary con­
ferences are as exciting at home as they 
~r~ abroa~. Central Baptist Church par­
t1c1pated m rhe miss ionary conference 
held for Edmonton and district churches 
from Oct. 13-17, 1976. 

On Oct. 17 the Rev. Wilfred Weick 
Japan, spoke, and Dr. Richard Schilke' 
g~neral missionary secretary• presented 
slide~ of our Bap1 is1 mission work in 
~raz1I. The Saturda y morning breakfast 
~hour ~hurch was chaired by Ron Berg 
. e .Tnlone~ of Edmon1011 provided th~ 
special music. Eunice Kern Ca 
and F d M , meroon, 
som re oore, Japan, shared wirh us 
fielde proble~s and triu mphs in their 
h'lds of service. During rhis time the 
~n~ ~~ ha~ a ~eparare ral ly with Dr. 
Willi s. D1ete~ Lemke, Cameroon. Dr. 

Gutowski, Nigeria, brought the 
message Sunday morning 

The R R. . 
Paul ev. ~chard Rabenhorst, Brazil; 

K 
Yangclu, Nigeria, and Samson 

a ma Ca NA ' - meroon, \t udent ~ at 
· .B.C. , Edmonton; and the Rev. 

John. Binder, \ tewardship and commu­
~1ca11ons \ecrctary, aho participated in 
tie conference. We were challenged 
anew 10 pray a d · · . . n give '.\llhout cca\ ing 10 1!1c mis~JOnary t:aU\e of our denom-
111a11on. !Evelyn SL1111eidcr, icportcr. ) 
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EDMONTON. AB. The fa ll program a1 
Northgate Baptist Church has many, 
varied aspects. Recently we dedicated 
new facili ties, a large, one-room 
"school" unit (pictured), for the Lord's 

work. This wi ll be used extensively in 
our new Family Night Program which 
was just begun. It wi ll house our grow­
ing junior high class dur ing Sunday 
school and the club work during the 
Wednesday Family Night. Our recently 
formed youth choir has been ministering 
to us and has become a real blessing. 
They recently ministered in song to the 
Parkland Baptist Church, Spruce Grove, 
AB. We are looking to the Lord for 
great and wonderful things as more op­
portunities are. given to serve and 
become involved in 1he work he has 
given us here. (I. Eggert , reporter.) 

ELK GROVE, CA . The Rev. and Mrs. 
Fred Klein of Sacramento, CA, cele­
bra1ed hi s 50th year in the ministry on 
July 4, 1976. Mr. Klein has been minis­
ter of visi1a1ion al 1he Firs1 Baptist 
Church, Elk Grove, CA , since 1973. 
Prior 10 this he served North American 
Bap1is1 Conference churches in Bis­
marck, ND, 1926-29; Washburn, ND, 
1929-34; Wasco, CA, 1934-1942; Cal­
vary Bap1is1, Stafford , KS, 1942-46; 
First Baptist Colfax, WA, 1947-65; 
Minnetrista Baptist Church, St. Boni­
facius, MN, 1965-72; and as interim 
pastor of the First Baptist Church o f 
Dick inson Coun1 y, Hope, KS, in 1972. 
Mr. Klein graduared from the North 
American Bap1is1 Sem in ary in 1926 and 
was ordained in Bismarck, ND, 1ha1 
same year. Mr. Klein is ma rried 10 1he 

former Ella Shrenke of Ashley, ND. 
The Kleins have a son, Mr. and Mrs. 
Eldon Dwight Klein and three children, 
Loomis, CA, and a daughter, Mrs. 
Florence Royer and children, Humsville, 
AL. 

BE \"TO'\ ll ARBOR . 1\11. From our 
Napier Parkview Baptist Church, the 
newly formed group of "Keen-Agers," 
pictured wi1h Pastor Herma n Effa and 
yourh pasror, Robert Brown, toured the 
Nonh American Bap1 is1 l 111erna1ional 
Office, Oakbrook Terrace, IL, on Oct. 
27, 1976. 

October 22-24, Dr. Ralph Powell, 
N.A.8. Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, 
thri lled us all with his messages on the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Omega ns rook a mystery trip 
whi ch was a tour of our counr y jai l wi th 
Sheriff J ewell from our church on Oc­
tober 24 . In the last mon1h 1his group 
wurecl various C hrist ian co lleges to help 
them plan fo r their futu re. During Oc-
1obcr our church fam il y enjoyed a "Fall 
Musical Nigh1" by our teen-agers. 

We, as a church, were involved with 
"Here 's Life America" in November. 
Things are reall y humming here at 
Napier Park view Ba p1ist. Prai . e God! 
(Lois Breirkreuz, reporter.) 

PAU i. . II>. On Seprcmbcr 26 the First 
Baptist Church of Pau l held a bap1ismal 
service. The Rev. Henry Barnet baptized 
Mrs. Penny Kindig, Mrs. Sad ie Pa11on, 
Danny Renz and Jeffery Duff. During 
the following Sunday morning worship 
service, 1hese new members were given 
the hand of fellowship. 

The Oregon-I daho Associarion Ses­
sions were held in our dwrch Nov. 
11-14 , 1976. Delegates and friends came 
from the Port land, Salem and Dallas, 
OR, area. The speakers included Miss 
Lucille Wipf, missionary to Japan; Dr. 
Roy Seibel, N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux 
Falls, S.D.; and the Rev. H. J. Wilcke . 
(La, one Tuckncss, reporter.) 

TROCllU , AB . O n Oct. 17 1976 Pa\-
1or John l loff'man beL·ame 1i1e 11c1;. pa\­
lor of f rod1 u Bapli\t Church. Pa\lor 
l lofl'man, Iii' wire l oi\, \Oil , Stephen , 
.ind da11gh1l:r, I <111ra Anne (pic1ured) 
come 10 m 1'10111 l\ ledi1:i11e l la1 where he 

ll'as assistan1 pastor at Temple Baptist 
Chun:h. On Ocwber 24 the church had 
a ll'ekomc service, wi1 h musical sclcc-
1iom , words o f welcome from 1he 
chun:h by Mr. H. Srrohshein and a 
re~pome and prayer by Pasror Hoff­
man. Guesl speaker was rhe Rev. R. 
Grabke of Carbon. We are looking for­
ward 10 God's blessings in the months 
and years ahead . Folloll'ing was a po1-
luck .\Lipper \\'ilh a lime or fellowship. 
( I r~. Anne Thomas. reporier .) 

Ill'\ IEI~ . KS . The Berhany Bap1 ist 
Church ob ervecl Harvc 1 i\lission Fesii­
va l Su nday, Oct. 17, 1976, wirh rite 
Rei. and f\lr . George Lang, Sioux 
f a ll \ SD as gues1 speakers for the 
mon;ing a'nd e1·~ning services. They ex­
plained one inrercsting display of 
African curios and lVl rs. Lang led 1hc 
1:oncrcca1ion in singing an Afriran song. 

Tl1e yo ung people made a hane 1 di -
play of ga rden and field produce around 
antique home and farm implemen1s for 
the occasion. 

A fell owship dinn er was enjoyed in 
!he church basement following 1hc 
mo rning ~ervice. The offering for rhe 
dav wa~ $3100. The Rev. Douglas An­
de;.\on i\ rit e pasror. (f\ lrs. Robert 
Wi rl h. reporter.) 

Bl l 1 \II. '\I>. The Immanuel Bapti\I 
C'hurd1 held a Rou nd Robin li\'oionnry 
ConkrL'llL·e 1\ith 1hc Re\ . and lr,. 
Robert Lennick, Cameroon; and a Har­
ves t Mission Festival wi th the Rev. Har­
vey A. Motis, Cameroon, and the Rev. 
Fred G. Moore, Japan, speaking in the 
morning and afternoon services, respec­
ti vely. Our mission offering lo talled 
$3,8 19.45 for foreign missions and 
$1,686 .26 for home missions. 

A farewell open house for the Rev. 
and Mrs. George Neubert was held. 

The Women's Missionary Society ob­
served its annual program on Oct. 17, 
1976, and the Baptist World Day of 
Prayer on Nov. I . (Mrs. A. E. Moos, 
reporter.) 

LY~~WOOD, WA . The Rev. Kenneth 
Schmuland, along with the members of 
Cypress Bap1i s1 Church, Lynnwood, 
WA , ll'ilnessed the public declararion of 
fairh 1hrough ba ptism of seven fellow­
belicvers, (pict ured) . Afterwards, these 

seven, along wi th two 01 hers, were ex-
1e11ded the righl hand of fell owship and 
were welcomed in1 0 the "fami ly" of 
Cypress Baptist. We praise 1he Lord! 
(Ellen Moore, reporter.) 

:\IA IHO:\" . KS . Friends, re latives, 
former pastors, and !heir wive and 
former choir members of Emmanuel 
Baptis1 Church gat hered al Eastmoor 
Uni ted Methodist Church on Ocrobcr 
12, 1976, to enjoy a choir appreciation 
banque t and to pay tribu1e 10 pre. cn1 
choir members, 1he pianis1 and choir 
director. About 135 attended. 

A "This Is Your Life, Levi" ketch 
was presented 1hrough slides and narra­
tion as a tribute 10 Levi Suderman, 
choir director . Mrs. Dean Duke nar­
rated as s lides of interest were hown 
a long with rape record ings from Allen , 
Leland and Bob. sons of Mr . and Mrs. 
Levi Suderman. 

Brothers and sis1crs shared in the 
prob·:am with in1erest ing evems of 
childhood days. A former professor of 
l\lr . Suderman , Herbert Richter of 
Hillsboro, the Rev. Melvin Warkentin 
and Pa~tor Bill Cowell also gave appre­
cia1i1 e remarks. 

Certificate\ of appreciation were pre­
'cntcd to I\ Ir\ . John D. Hell , ''ho ha\ 
\Cncd as piani~1 and organist of the 
church for 30 year~ and 10 Levi Suder­
man 1\ ho \en·cd a~ choir direl·tor for 11 
year~. Ar 1he close of 1he program , a 
ITI<t\\ d1o ir of presen! and former choir 
member~ ~ang. The Rev . Elton Ki rstein 
clo\ecl 11 i1h the beneclic1ion. (George 
Gallian , reporter.) 

HEBROi'i , ND. Five candidates were = 
baptized on June 17, 1976, by rhe = 
pastor, the Rev Herbert Schauer. Mr. • 
and Mrs. Elmer Hauff, Mrs. Harlan 
Voegele, Kevin Heinle, Kevin Martin ~ 
and Mark and Marvin Hauff (pictured) 5 -

-== I:":! .. = s -. 
were received into membership along 
with two others who became members 
on iheir personal test imony. Two more 
members were added in August by 
transfer of church Je11er. 

T he Rev. Harvey Motis, Cameroon, 
the Rev. Robert Lennick, Cameroon, 
the Rev. Fred Moore, Japan, and the 
Rev. Richard Rabenhorst, Brazil , were 
guest speakers during a missionary con­
ference held Sept. 30-0ct. 3, 1976. The 
annual Harvest and Mission Festival 
was observed on October 3. 

Special services were conduc1ed by 1he 
Rev. and Mrs. Reuben Grueneich, Rock 
Rapids, IA, from Oct. 18-24. We were 
richly blessed by these services which in­
cluded a children's siory by Mrs. 
Grueneich, and a challenging message 
by Rev. Grueneich each evening . (Mr . 
R. Stanley Schneider, reporter.) 

BROO l\ l \ '\ CE "\TER . M '\ . The 
Minnesota-Lacrosse Associat ion held it 
annual meeting at Brook Park Bap1i t 
Church, on Sept. I 0- 11 , 1976. The 
theme w~s "Spare Not," with the key 
vers_c berng Isaiah 54:2. The opening 
sess ion of the Association was a won­
derful worship exper ience! Riverview 
Bap1is1 Church choir sang, and the Rev 
Fred Folkerts, associa1e secretary r0 ;. 

overseas missions, spoke on "The Place 
of rhe Local Church in the World." 

_Tl~c R~v. and Mrs. Wilfred Weick , 
m1 s1onane , Japan, were with us, and 
he poke. 

At the banq_uet, the Re\. John Hi el. 
~orth American Baptist Seminan· 
Siou x Falb. SD, spoke on the subje~t: 
"Your Place in the World . .. 

Our business deliberation~ 1, er, 
1 I , ·· bl · ~ u nc er t 1 ~ l:dpa e lcader~hip or 

Glewwe. The election resulted . ~rman 
lowing: moderator, the Revt.n ~~ fol­
Decker; moderator-elect A l Q . . nald 

I. · u1nng· core mg ~ecretary Karetl G • re-
. ' ' 1 f('~S · . · 

11ca l secre1ary, Nan1.:y Blad, · '.' .statt~-
~urer. John Firtko; N A hut n~ trea-

.. B. C.eneral 
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Council representat ive, the Rev. Leo 
Reck , and a lternate, the Rev. T erry 
Jarosch. 

The next Association is to be held at 
Bethany Baptist C hurch, Hutchinson, 
MN , in September 1977. (Leona 
Duemke, reporter.) 

CEDAR RAPIDS, I-\ . The 140t h ses­
sion of the Iowa Association of North 
American Baptist C hurches convened 
Sept. 16-19, 1976, at the Twin Pines 
Baptist C hurch. The sess ions were mod­
era ted by the Rev. Werner Lem ke. The 
fo llowing resource personnel graced our 
sess ions : Dr. Ral ph Powell, professor of 
Theology and Philosophy o f Religion, 
N.A. B. Seminary; the Rev. Richard Ra­
benhorst , missionary to Brazil; Dr. G. 
K. Zimmerman , execut ive secretary, 
N.A.B.C., the Rev . Mi lton Zeeb , 
South-Central Area secretary. The re­
source personnel and devotional leaders 
enla rged upon the theme: ''The Grea test 
ls Love.'' 

The guest speaker a t the Ladies ' Lun­
cheon was Mrs. Bea Pankra tz, Chicago, 
IL. The new officers for 1977 are Mrs . 
Barbara Sukut , president; Mrs . Marge 
As by, vice-president; Mrs. Ru th Jacob, 
secretary-t reas urer; Mrs . Ben Aning, 
Whi te Cross chairman. 

Douglas Sch ul ler , coach at the Sum­
ner Schools, was the guest speaker a t 
the Men's Luncheon. The new officers 
fo r 1977 a re Mr. LeRoy Kooiker , pres i­
dent; Mr . Edwin Reiter , vice-president; 
Mr. Jim Nelson, secretary-treasurer. 

T he I 977 off icers of the Iowa Asso­
ciat ion a re modera tor, the Rev. Phy! 
Putz, Pa rkersburg; mode rator-elec t , the 
Rev. Morris Motley, George; recording 
secreta ry, Harry L. Johnson, Elgin ; 
statistica l secretary, John Wagenaar; 
and treasurer , Robert Kluiter, Par kers­
burg, IA. (Harry Johnson, secretary.) 

{,\I . \8 It is encouraging to 
resume the regular program in the fa ll 
and worship together as a church fam­
ily. We watched with excitement during 
the summer as progress was being made 
on the addition of the thi rd fl oor to our 
C.E . fac ili ties of the Brent view Baptist 
Church. I t is now completed and in 
use-15 additional class rooms-w hich 
have been ded icated to the cont inuance 
of teaching God's Word and fe llows hip 
fo r young and old. 

A fa rewell service was held for Pastor 
Arlyn and Carol Thielen haus a nd their 
sons, Mark a nd Timothy, o n October 
31, 1976. We than k the Lo rd for the 
three years of minist ry with the Thielen­
hauses and trust God will lead them in 
the future as they continue to serve 
him. 

Pastor Harold Kokot continues in his 
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capacity as Minister of Visitat ion and 
C.E. and has assumed administration 
responsibiliti es unti l a full -time pastor 
accepts that staff position. The Rev . 
Bernie Smith began as interim pastor o n 
December I . He has been ac ti ve in 
yout h work and as music directo r a t the 
Baptis t Leadership T raining School in 
Calgary. We are thankful fo r his en­
thusiasm for the Lord' s work. (Mrs. 
i...inda O hlhauser , reporter. ) 

:\111.WAlKt:t:, \\I . Jn German Zion 
Baptist Church the theme, " He is 
Lo rd ," is ringing. Wi th th is as hi s 
theme, the Rev. E. Babbel cha ll enges his 
congrega tion; many are experiencing a 
new joy a nd peace in their heart s. Pic­
tured are JO bapti smal candidates who 

v 
~H. 
wished to signify to the fac t tha t Jesus 
has become their Savior a nd now want 
to let him be Lord o f their lives. (Erna 
Ziegler , reporter.) 

Bt·u WOOD , IL On Oct. 20, 1976, 
God's Volunteers music section began a 
week-lo ng crusade in First Baptist 
Church a nd our com muni ty. Each a fte r­
noon , accompa nied by mem bers fro m 
our chu rc h, they ca lled on ho mes in 
Bellwood . Each even ing they appeared 
refreshed to present a nother program of 
song a nd tes timonies for a ll who wa nted 
to hear. 

O n Friday evening the fo llow-up sec­
tion, including o ur own David Robin­
son , joined the singing sect ion . Sat urday 
evening over 100 young people from 
N.A.B. churches in the a rea attended a 
coffee house hosted by o ur yo uth group. 

The entire crusade was a great suc­
cess; 848 survey ca ll s , 543 contacts, and 
60 follow-up calls were made. There 
were fifteen decisions for Christ. 

The presence of God' s Volu nteers 
made an impression on our church . 
T heir warmth and love was felt by a ll 
who came in contact with them . The 
music and testimonies from these young 
servants of the Lo rd were sincere. 
(Ar lene Storie, reporter.) 

Octote r 10 , 1976, was 
"Every Person Present" S unday a t the 
Ashley Bapt ist C hurch as well as the 
Harvest and Miss ion Fest which was 

well attended. The Rev. Cla rence Walth , 
North-Centra l A rea secre ta ry blessed us 
with his cha llenging messages at bot h 
the morn ing a nd evening services . T he 
Rev. Eta n Pelzer was o ur pastor a t th a t 
time. 

A Round Robin Missionary Confer­
ence was held at Ashley Baptist C hurch 
Oct. 11 -13, 1976. The Rev. Harvey 
Motis, mi ssionary to Ca meroo n, spoke 
a t the Church, O ctober 11 ; the Rev. 
Fred Folkerts , associate secreta ry fo r 
overseas miss ions, spoke a t the church 
October 12. The October 13 service was 
held at the elementary school a udito­
rium with five missionaries and the Rev . 
John Binder, stewards hip and commu­
nica tio ns secretary, Oakbrook T errace, 
IL, showing a multi-media p resentation, 
" H eritage for a Worthy Future." Sev­
eral area chu rches participated. A mass 
choir sang several miss ionary songs. 
Other missionaries present were Miss 
Pat Lenz, Cameroon ; Miss Lucille 
Wipf, Japan; and the Rev. Robert Leo­
nick , Cameroon. Special guests present 
were the Rev. and Mrs. Ray Hoffman, 
who visited relat ives a nd former 
churches before leaving for Cam eroon 
as missio naries on Nov. 4 . (Mrs. C arl 
Fischer , reporter.) 

ASHl.EV, 'ID. The W.M.S. of the 
As hley Baptist C hurch held its annual 
birthday o bservance on Oct. 5, 1976. 
The theme was "Declare His Glory and 
His Wonders . " Mrs . E tan Pelzer, ou r 
pas tor ' s w ife, gave an inspi ri ng and 
challenging message, " What A re w_e 
Made Of? " based on Psa lm 139: 14, il­
lustra ting it with fl annelgraph . Group 
sing ing, a solo, a d uet , a double duet 
and two readings were included as part 
of the progra m . A free will o ffering was 
desig nated fo r missio ns . 

The W.M.S. gave a program a t the 
Retireme nt Ho me in Wishek on O ct. 17 , 
1976, most ly in the Germa n la nguage 
which the res ident s great ly a ppreciat ed . 
(Mrs. Carl Fischer, reporte r.) 

OAKB.\ K -.1H. Pastor Earle Wa na­
maker a nd his family moved int o the 
newly built parsonage o f the Oakbank 
Baptist C hurch . 

In June 1976, ch urch fami lies spent a 
weekend a t Tri -U nio n Ba ptist Camp, 
Nut imik La ke, boating, swimm ing and 
gett ing to know one another. 

T hi rt een mem bers of the Brigade 
group and thei r three leaders spent a 
week in Jul y canoei ng in O nt a rio and 
enj oying the sight s o f our Fat her's 
world. With so ma ny new famil ies mov­
ing in to Oakbank, the "Shika ri G irls" 
o f the Pio neer Girls Club have dis­
tributed welcome ha m pers to a ll the new 
fa mi lies. 

Approximately 100 persons attended 
the Thanksgiving Day supper and even -

ing services at church th is year. Our 
church had a Church Growth Confer­
ence November 12 and 13 with Dr. W. 
Arn and Deeper Life Special Services 
November 7 to 14 with the Rev . Daniel 
Fuchs, Oak Park , IL. Baptismal and 
church membership classes were held for 
prospec ti ve candidates. (Mrs . Nina 
Reimer, reporter.) 

l\.ITC'llE'if.:R , O'\ . "New People in 
C hrist" was the theme o f the fifth 
Easte rn Association which convened 
from Sept. 24-26, 1976, a t the Cent r~l 
Baptist C hurch . The Rev. Con111e 
Salios associate secretary of steward­
s hip, N.A.B. Con ference, was the key­
note speaker . 

Saturday included not only the 
bus iness sessions but also a number of 
va luab le workshops on the subjects of 
how co ntemporary phi losophy, the 
cults , and sex rela te to the new man. A 
number of qualified resource people l_ed 
these workshops: Dr. Herbert Wem­
sheimer , professor, H oughton Colle~e, 
Buffalo NY: Dr. C harles Seidenspm­
ner , pr; sident, Emmanuel Bible_ Colle~e , 
Kitchener, as well as Rev. Sahos. Miss 
Eunice Kern, missionary, Cameroon, 
gave a report on miss ions a~d addressed 
the Women's Missionary Umo n. 

Encouraging report s of God's '~ork 
among our church extension proJe~ts 
were given. The Lakeshore Ba pust 
Church , St. Catharines, under the 
lead ership of the Rev. George Engle, 
has become a se lf-support ing chu rch. 
The Nepean Baptist Church, Otta,_va , 
the Rev. Sam Berg , pastor' ~vas offtc1al­
ly recognized and rec~iv~d mto the fe l­
lows hip of the Assoc1a t1 on . _Al so pr_o­
gressing well is the Forest C u y Baptist 
Church , London, with the Re~- Paul 

B astor The congregat ion has enson as p · 
. la nd in suburba n Lo ndon . an o ption o n . 

Another specia l project o f the Assoc1-
. . repare to host the 1982 

au on 1s to P b h Id 
N.A.B. Triennia l Conference to e e 
. N" Fal ls NY At the rally on 111 1agara , · . 
Sunday afternoon, test imo 111es we~e 

. b M"ss Kern a nd the Rev . Wtl-g1ven y 1 
mer Quiring, Eastern ~r~a secretary; 

1 1101.rs o f associa uon churches severa c . . 
and the Germa n mass choir sang. (Die-

ter Reda, reporter.) 

n ._U On May 23, 1976, 
ten ca ndida tes fo llowed the Lord in 
baptism and were received into t~t> 
fellowship of the South Canyo n Baptist 
Church . The fo llo wing (pictured) . were 
bapt ized : Mr. and Mrs . Gene L1gten­
berg, Hope and Jason; Mr. a nd M~s . 
Mac MacMaken , Beth and Ann ; Miss 
Brenda F riez a nd Miss Liz Bowder. 

Severa l d'ecisio ns for Christ were 

made in June. 

Nine young adul ts and the Rev. G ray­
son Paschke from the Briercrest Bible 
Institute presented a musical program 
and their testimonies on June 13 . 

The Lord has blessed our church un­
der the ministry o f our in terim pastor, 
Virgi l Schmid t. On J uly 18 we said 
fa rewell to him during an a ll church pic­
nic. We a sk God's blessing on Virgil as 
he is in Texas to further his educat ion. 

The Rev. Clarence Walth , Mrs. and the Rev. Elmo 
Tahran. 

T he Rev. Elmo Tahran began his 
min istry as pastor o f o ur church Aug. 1. 
A n insta lla t ion service was held on Aug. 
15, 1976, a nd the Rev. Clarence Walth, 
North Centra l Area secretary, gave the 
charge to the pastor and congregat ion . 
We, as a congregation, a re thankful for 
our new pastor and his family. (Gladys 
Ericks, reporter.) 

\ E'\Tl RIA, !\D. The Venturia Baptist 
C hurch held its annual Harvest Mission 
Fest in October 1976 with Missionary 
Robert Leo nick, Cameroon, as guest 
speaker. A potluck dinner was served 
for a ll in attendance. The mission o ffer­
ing was $6,753 .32. The Rev . Vernon 
Schneider is pastor. (Nyletta Heupel , 
reporter.) 

\t \0 I. I> An Ordination Recogni­
tion service for Perry Makeeff was held 
October 17, 1976, a t the First Baptist 
Church . This fo llowed a council fo r the 
recognition of the ordina tion of Mr. 
Makeeff which was convened October 2 
at the church with Mr. Y. C. C rilly, 
deacon chairman , presid ing. The Rev. 
Adine Ha rsch was elected moderator 
and J ean C hantland clerk . The Council 
voted una nimously to proceed wi th or­
dination recogni t io n after heari ng of his 
conversion a nd call, a nd his statement 

~f- fa ith . Mr. Makeeff had been or­
~tned and served a pastorate in t~e 
<\ esJeyan Methodist Church. Now he is 
<\ lllember of the Firs t Baptist Church 
~~d is in CEF work. (Jean ChantlaJld, 

erk.) 

• 
ID • memoriam 

JOHN HAUX, 83, of Goodrich, ND, died on June 16, 1976. 
He was born March 28, 1893, ai Napoleon, ND. and in 1900 
moved 10 1hc Goodrich area with his parems. He married 
Lo uise Mauch o n March 26, 1919, at Goodrich. He was a 
member of the First Baplist Church of Goodrich. Surviving 
him are his widow. one son, Raymond. and 3 daughters: 
Mrs. Harry (Gladys) Helmer . Mrs. Floyd (Delores) Lang, 
Mrs. Eugene (Ruth) Fandrich: 14 grandchildren, nine great­
grandchildren , four brothers and six sisters. The Rev. Daniel 
Heringcr ofricia1ed al 1he funeral service. 

MRS. MARIA L KUNDERT, Selby, SD, was bom on Feb. 
22, 1890, in South Russia, and died on Oct. 28, 1976, in the 
Good Samaritan Center, Selby. Mrs. Kundert came to the 
United States with her parents at the age of two and lived in 
the Eureka, SD, vicinity until her marriage to Ono Kundert 
in 1913. Maria was baptized in her youth. She is survived by 
S sons, 3 daughters, 16 grandchildren, 9 great-grandchildren, 
I brother, 4 sisters. and 2 stepsisters. The Rev. A . J. Fischer 
and the Rev. Edward Kopf conducted the funeral service in 

'1he Herreid Baptist Church on Nov. I, 1976. 

OlTO STOLZ, 82. was born July 3, 1894, in Germany. He 
came to the United States in 1916. In 1921 he was united in 
marriage to Esther Schuhz. He was a ret ired mechanical 
engineer. In his boyhood days he accepted Jesus Christ as his 
personal Savior. As a Christian he supported the ministries 
of our N.A.B. Conference; served with the membership of 
Calvary Baptist , Portland Avenue Baptist, and at the time of 
his 'death with Olympic View Bap1ist; and was on occasion 
General Council representative. Survivors include his widow, 
Esther: a son. Paul, of Tacoma; and six grandchildren. The 
Rev. LeRoy Schauer officiaced at the service. 

JONATHAN TI EDE died Oct. 17, 1976, in Kelowna, BC. 
He was born July 29, 1907, in Russia. As a teenager he ae­
ccp1ed Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. In 1927 he im­
migrated to Canada and made the Wicsenthal area of Alber­
ta his home. The Rev. P. Daum bap1izcd him in 1928. and 
he b~amc a member of the Wiesen1hal Bnp1is1 Church. 
After World War II he made Kclowna. BC, his residence 
and joined the Grace Baptist Church. On March 4. 1955, he 
married the former Miss Frieda Fritzkc . He was a charter 
member of the Trinity Baptisl Church, where he served will~ 
ingly in the Sunday school and the Mak Choir. Mourning 
his passing arc his loving wife, Frieda; 3 brothers, Asaph, 
0 110 and Arnold; two sisters, Mrs. Lydia Schmierer and 
Mrs. Nathalia Schnieder. and other relatives and fri ends. 
The Rev. E. H. Nikkel and the pastor, the Rev. Richard 
Hohensee, officiated at the funeral Oct. 21. 

EMMA ZECKSER. 68, Woodbine, KS, was fatally iiijurc:d 
in an automobile accident on July 15, 1976. She was born in 
Woodbine July 25. 1907. Emma a=pted Christ is her 
Savior at the age of 10 and was baptized about two years 
later. She joined Mt. Zion Baptist Church soon thereafter 
and was a member of the congregation, now Highland Bai>­
tist C hurch , at the time of her death. She served as Sunday 
school sttretary and treasurer, church treasurer, Sunday 
school teacher and pianist, and was active in the Dorcas 
Women's Missionary Unio n. Emma is survived by her 
brother. Arnold, and her brother and sister-in-law. i\lvin 
and Alvina Ze<:kscr. The funeral was o(ficiatcd by Pastor 
Dwight C. Brown Jr . 
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Arab Bapti t Seminary Closes 
IONSOURIYEH, Lebanon (E BPS) 

-For lhe firsl lime in sixteen years the 
Arab Bap1is1 Theological Seminary is 
closed. The Seminary ra iled lO open for 
1he fall semesler as a resuh or 1he 
Lebanese civil war. 

The Seminary runc1ioned 1hroughou1 
lhe 1975-76 school year, beginning wi1h 
nine s tudems, and losing only lwo dur­
ing a year or heavy fighling. One Slu­
denl was gradua1ed las1 spring. 

During 1he lasl semesler, the loca1ion 
became increasingly dangerous, and s1 u­
den1s, 1eachers and neighbors some1imes 
huddled in lhe semi -basemen! or lhe 
main building for partial pro1ec1ion 
from falling shells. 

Two rooms or lhe bui lding were dam­
aged during lhe summer momhs. 

A limi1ed teaching staff and lhe dif­
ricuhy of bringing slUdems from 01her 
counlries lo Lebanon were fac1ors in 1he 
decision no1 10 re-open 1his semes1er. 
Some professors will spend l heir lime in 
lhe prepara1ion or ma1erial5 ror an ex­
lension program. 

Dr. Finlay Graham, former Presidenl 
or lhe Seminary and now field secretary 
1n the Middle East fo r the Southern 
Bapli5t Foreign Mission Board, ex­
pres\ed hopes 1ha1 lhe in~titution <.:an 
open again and can <.:ont inue <.:lassroom 
111s~ru1:1ion un1il 1hose 11ho ha1e srarted 
1l~e1r course of srudy have obrained 
diplomas. 

Appointment for Liberian President 
. MOSCOW (EBPS)-Presiden1 Wil­

ham Tolbert or rhe Republit: of Liberia 
ha5 been named 10 lhe Presidium or lh~ 
Con~erence of Religiou\ Workers for 
La\trng Peace, Disarmamenl, and J usr 
Rela11on\ Among lhe Na1ions scheduled 
hereJune6- JO, 1977. 

The Bap1is1 \talesman, an ac1ive or­
darn~d mini\ler, was Presidenl or lhe 
Baplr \I World Alliance from 1965 10 1970. 

BWA Relief Goals Note 
Di~~er, Development, Discrimination 

. _LBOURNE (EBPS)-Financia l 
obJe<.:llle\ lolaling $610.000 for 1977 
ha1e been adopted for the Baptist 
World Alliance Relief and De1elopmen1 
program. 

The targel amount wa5 recommended 
by 1.he program committee at BWA 
meeting\ in Augu~ t here, and adop1ed 
by .a VOle or lhe General Cou nt:il of' lhe 
Alliance. 

Di\a\ter relief i\ li\lCd for $180,000 of 
!he lOlal. 

28 t BAPTIST HERALD 

The sum of $290,000 in 1977 goals is 
earmarked for "developmental" proj­
ects. BWA efforts in this fie ld include 
educational, health, and agr icullural 
work. 

The BWA Rel ief Commi11cc agreed 10 
continue help in fund ing church con­
muc1ion and recons1ruc1ion and spiri­
lUal m1nrs1ries in carefully selecled 
cases. The 1977 goals include SI 00,000 
for lhis purpose, including providing 
Bibles in eastern Europe. 

Anorher $12,000 will go for food, 
clorhing, medical assisra ncc and 01hcr 
forms o f personal aid, unrelalcd 10 
disas1ers, in cases where evangel ical 
Chris1ians arc 1he objcc1s of oppr~ss ion 
and discriminarion. 

Seminary Opens in Yugosla\•ia 
A new evangelical seminary is being 

Slarted by Ba p1ists and Lulherans in 
Yugoslavia. The idea got i1s impetus 
when Yugoslavians a11ended 1he Lau­
sanne Congress on evangelism two years 
ago. 

Minister Would Baptize Thief 
Who Stole Church's Baptis try 

CARROL TON, Ill. (BP)- Bill Tay­
lor, pastor or Faith Baptis t C hurch 
here, has a forgiving at1 itude 1oward a 
l~i ef who stole 1he church 's new bap­
t1s1ry before it could even be in stalled. 

The church'\ new fibcrgla\\ bapli\t ry 
11'a\ 011 a truck <.:oming from Tcxa\ 10 11-
linoi \ , Taylor \a id, when 1hc driler 
\ topped for the ni ehl in an /\rl.ama\ 
mo1el. The nc\l m~rning 11 hen he go1 
up, !he bapli\lry 11a<, gone. 

"The bap1is1ry was in lhe open on the 
truck bed and not in a cra1e. So who­
ever took it knew whal he was laking," 
Taylor sa id . 

"Since we hadn'l laken delivery, the 
1055 didn 't CO\t U'> , a\ 1he company 
made it good," the pa \ tor added, 
"however, il did delay our building pro­
gram for a week. 

" I've heard of everythi ng being \ !Olen 
bul never a bap1istry. I can' t imagine 
whal anyone would wan1 wit h il, un le\s 
a moon~hiner plam 10 u\e il for a ma~h 
barrel. " 

Then Taylor mu\cd, "Bul \hould he 
gel converted and 11an1 to be bapti1ed, I 
gue\\ I'd be 11 illin g 10 immcr\e him­
e1en in a \!Olen bapti\lry." 

chuckle 
with bruno 
If a ll polilicians were laid end to end 
they would point in all direct ions. 

"Pro" is the opposi te of "Con." Ex­
ample: Progress and Congress. 

Communication 
by Adolph Braun 

This column is limited 10 350 words. 
How careful we would all be if we were 
li111i1 ecl 10 a certain number o r word~ 
before our larynx wou ld burn ou r like 
an old baller~'. Afler dinner speakers 
11ould demand ra111as1ic sums and limil 
1heir me\\age 10 a few pre<.:ious point \. 
Polil ica l campa ign\ would be shortened 
and 1he quality of rheloric would grea1 ly 
improve. Even preachers would be in 
greal demand and !heir lis1ening au­
dience\ would be very attentive. Hus­
bands and wil'CS wou ld quit nagging one 
ano1 her. Phone bilb would be nill and 
the arr o f lct1er wri1i1w wou ld be 
polished to the hill. We -would 1hink 
clearl y before speaki ng, and we would 
strain our ears 10 li s1e11 10 every word 
spoken to us. The racl is that our words 
are limi1cd , ror the day will come for 
each o r us when our words wi ll cease. 

Spurgeon never enjoyed wri 1ing; he 
enjoyed preachi ng. Ycl, he had to disci­
pline himself weekly 10 edit his ~ermons 
for pubJicaliOll in many nC\\ Sli<lpCr\ 
1hroughou1 1hc ,,orJd. l\ly reason for 
nol enjoying \\filing i\ 1ha1 I am ne1cr 
'>a li \ fied 11i1h 1hc 11 ord\ I d10o'>e 10 e\­
pre\\ my 1houghl \. The only rca \O ll I do 
11Tilc i\ bccau\C I ha1 c a burden 10 
\prcad God\ Word or Life lO a con ­
fu5cd and peri\hing world. 

Another rea\Oll I feared 10 11Tilc 11a\ 
tha t I ca1rnol help bul expose my inner 
\C lf. If I speak honc\ lly-and I will - I 
cannol help bul reveal my\elf. A word 
is like the ~ troke or a bru>h to rc1 cal the 
11Tiler\ inner being 10 1he reader. Bui a 
word is aho like- an arrow; once lcl 
loo~e il cannol be wi1hdrawn. If we arc 
honc\l and \peak 1he 1ru1 h in lo1 c, 11c 
need no1 be afra id . I am glad 1hi\ rnl­
umn i\ \hOrt ror "C\Cry itllc 11ord that 
men ' hall \peal.. 1hcy \hall gi1c a<.:<.:ounl 
of ii in the day or judgmcnl" (l\lalthe1\ 
12:36-37); " I ct the 1\ord' of 111~ mouth. 
and the mcdiiation of' my hea rt. be a<.:­
ceptable in thy -. ight. 0 Lord. my 
strength, and my redeemer.. ( P\a lm 
19: 14). Let ' \ make our words 1:ou111 for 
God. 

The Ne1•. /ldolplr Braun 11•as the pa.11or 
of Redeemer Baptist Church. Warren, 
Ml , fm111 1959 10 Janumy 1977. 11'/ren 
he hec·on1e1 tire minister of Sunki.11 Bap­
ti.\t Church, 1111ahei111, C/1. 

( 

• Tire Rev. Alfred Grams has accepled 
1hc call or Ridgemonl Bap1ist Church, 
Eas1 Dc1 roi1, Ml , effective Feb. I, 1977. 

Ir. Grams has served Cenrral Baptis1 
Church, Ki1chener, ON, since 1972. 

• Tire Rev. Jolrn Hoffman became the 
pas1or of Trochu Bap1is1 Ch urch, 
Trochu, AB, on Ocl. 17, 1976. Previ­
ously he had served as lhe assis1a n1 
pasror or Temple Bap1is1 Church, Medi­
cine Hal, AB. 

• Tire Rev. Ric/Jard Quiring or 
Winona Lake, ON, has accep1ed 1he call 
or Faith Baptis t Church, Regina, SA, 
and will begin his minislry !here on Jan. 
I , 1977. 

• Tire Rev. John McGarvey became 
the minisler of Chris1 ian Educa1ion al 
Village Green Baptisl Church, Glen 
Ellyn, IL , on Oc1. 15, 1976. He for~1-
crly served al Cenrral Commun11y 
Church, Ma11oon, IL. 

• Mr. Douglas Kellough became 1he 
pastor of Be1hel Bap1is1 C hurch, Prince 
Rupert BC on Oct. 24, 1976. He re­
cently ~rad t;ated from Soulhern Ba pl isl 
Sem inary, Louisville, KY. 

• Mr. Gary Mcfl/(OSh has resigned _as 
lhe paslor of Sout hwood P_ark Baptist 
Church , Tigard, OR, erfecuve lhe end 
or November J 976. He has ~ccepled t_he 
call o r a Conservative BapllSl A ocra­
lion ch urch in California. 

• The Rev. S. Donald Ganstrom, 
pastor or Riviera Baplisl Church, 
Salem, OR, since 1969, has accepted rhc 
call to become l he pas1or or l he new 
Church Extension projecl in Bismarck, 
ND, in January 1977. 

• The Rev. V. David Steinfeld, as­
sis1a 111 pastor a t Bismarck Bap1ist 
Chu rch, Bismarck, ND, since 1974, has 
resigned from thal position and plans 10 
further his ed ucarion in Dallas, TX . 

• The Rev. Henry R. Goliath, pas1or 
of German Bap1is1 Mi sion Church, 
Winnipeg, 18, since 1970, has accep1ed 
the call 10 become 1hc pastor of German 
Baplisl lission Church. Hami lton, 0 , 
April I , 1977. 

• The Rev. Dennis Angell became 1he 
paslor of Siaff'ord Baptisl Church, Wil ­
sonvil le, OR, in Oc1ober 1976. 

• The Rev. David Wick, pastor or 
Pilgrim Bapt isl Ch urch, Philadelphia, 

mlllatQs Ulappen1ng) 

PA, since 1970, has resigned 10 accept 
the pas1ora1e of 1he new Church Exren­
sion projec1 in Osseo, M , effective 
Feb. 14, 1977. 

• The Rev. Melvin L. Warkentin, 
paslor or North Highlands Bap1is1 
Church, Da llas, TX, since 1972, has 
resigned effccli ve Jan. I , 1977. He has 
purchased a Christian Booksrorc in 
Enid, OK, and will conrinue his ministry 
in 1his way. 

• The Rev. Bernie Smith began servi ng 
as inlerim paslOr of Brentview Bap1is1 
Church, Calgary, AB, on Dec. I, 1976. 
The Rev. Harold Kokol continues as 
Minister or Visitation and C hristian 
Education and has assumed administra­
live responsibilities unti l the church has 
a full-time pastor. 

• Mr. John Dikkers is serving as 1he 
pas1or or Ca1hay Bap1is1 Church, 
Ca1hay, ND. 

• Dr. David W. Lake is serving as the 
pas1or or Plum Creek Bap1is1 Church, 
Emery, SD. He is a s1uden1 al North 
American Ba pl ist Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD. 

• The Rev. George Ne11ber1 has 
resigned as the pastor of Im manuel Bap-
1is1 Church, Beulah , D. 

• The Rev. C. R . Colle/I is lhe pas1or 
or Berhel Baptist Church, High Prairie, 
AB. 

• The Rev. Elon Pelzer, pas1or of 
Ashley Baptisl Church, Ashley, ND, 
since 1968, has accepted the ca ll 10 
become the pastor of Twin Pines Baplist 
Church, Cedar Rapids, IA, effective 
Jan. 23, 1977. 

• The Rev. Adolph Braun, pastor of 
Redeemer Bap1is1 Church, Warren, MI , 
since 1959, has resigned and will become 
1he paslor of Sunkist Baptisl Church, 
Anaheim, CA, in January 1977 . 

• Tire Rev. Lawrence D. Wise is the 
assistanl paswr and minister of educa-
1ion and youlh al Immanuel Baptisl 
Church, Wausau, WI. 

• The Baptist Herald subscription 
price increases 50 cellls beginning Jan. 
I , 1977. This raises the yearly subscrip­
lion rate from $5.00 Lo $5 .50 on an in­
dividual subscription basis. If a church 
subscribes for a ll of its househo lds 
(100% Church Subscription Plan), each 
subscriber receives the BAPTIST HER­
ALD for $4.50 instead of $5.50. 

SEE BIBLE LANDS 
PLUS ATHENS & ROME 

Hosted by: DR. ARTHUR G. PATZIA, pastor 
Ebenezer Bap1is1 C hurch 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Take advantage or 1his inspiring and exciting visil to another part of 1he world . 
Departure Dale : March 21, 1977 
Return Date: Apri l 7, 1977 
Price: $1,72 1 (all inclusive) 
Depart from Vancouver Internat iona l Airport 10 n y on Canadian Pacific Airline 
direc1Jy to Is tanbul and Izmir in Turkey. Other cit ies 10 be visited are: 
Ephesus, Ankara, Cappadocia , Amman (Jordan), Petra, Jericho (Israel), 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, azareth, Haifa, Tel Aviv, Athens (Greece), Corinth , 
Rome (I 1aly). 
Your lour host , Dr. Arthur G. Pa1zia, !aught cw Teslament at orth American 
~ap1is1 Seminary (Sioux Falls, SD) and Regent College (Vancouver, BC). His 
rrch background as a professor and paswr will make this a meaningful and 
pleasam lrip. 
For more in formalion or reserva1 ion, write or phone: 

Dr. A. G. Palzia 
Ebenezer Baptist C hurch 
6858 Frazer St., Vancouver BC, V5X 3V I, Canada 
(604) 324-7674 
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REJOICE IN 
THE LORD­

IN YOUR 
CHURCHES 

"The older you get , the harder it is to 
smile." T his ancient Chinese proverb 
contains a deep tru th . Although there 
a re many older people who have re­
tained beautiful facia l expressio ns of joy 
and happiness, there a re many more 
where the smile has left their faces and 
where life instead has carved deep 
wrinkles. 

Permi t me to apply this metaphor to 
churches. Jn our North American Bap­
tist Conference we have ma ny churches 
which can look back o n an hono rable 
history o f many decades. More and 
more of our churches anno unce their 
upcoming hundredth a nniversaries. 
Many of these churches still have a 
youthful and vibra nt style that does not 
reveal their time-honored age. Others 
(and I hesitate to write "many others") 
follow the law of nature which seems to 
dictate to old age the attitude of sober­
ness, solemnity and seriousness. In their 
worship services there is no room for 
laughter, and only seldom does a sm ile 
decorate the faces of the congregation. 

"The older you get , the harder it is to 
smile. " T his may be a Chinese proverb , 
but it certainl y is not found in the Bible. 
God's Word has a totally differen t ap­
proach to life. The giver of Ii fe wants 
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his creatio n to enjoy living. It appears 
that of a ll of God's children in the past, 
David, the king o f Israel , had under­
stood this best. He constantly admon­
ished his subjects to rejoice in the Lord. 
He looked around and exclaimed in 
overwhelmed astonishmen1 : " The heav­
ens a re tell ing the glory of God, and the 
firmam ent proclaims his ha ndiwork" 
(Psalm 19:2). Then he realized that God 
had created an even more effective 
witness of his glory in ma n : "When I 
look a t th y heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and stars which tho u 
established; what is ma n that thou art 
mindful of him , and the son of man 
that thou dost care for him? ... 0 
Lord , our Lord, how majestic is thy 
name in all the earth!" (Psalm 8:3,4,9). 

King David un tiringly charged his 
people: "Be glad in the Lord, and re­
joice, 0 righteous , and shout for joy, a ll 
you upright in heart! " (Psalm 32: 1 I). 

.A /Jt f/'i' J1 
61J1isl 1(111 

-' 

is !/Je l't~~t 
(fl fi1?ttirt:111c11/ 

!t.1r 

When he tho ught of his salvat io n he 
wrote these words, " Then my soul shall 
rejoice in the Lord, exulting in his 
deliverance" (Psalm 35:9). 

Has something been left ou t in o ur 
worship services? Has the spir it of re­
joicing a nd celebration been quenched 
to make room for the mood o f sobriety 
and profound s incerity? 

When the Prodigal Son in J esus' story 
returned from the far count ry, the 
fa ther met him, em braced a nd kissed 
him , placed a ri ng on his finger and 
shoes on his feet, and ordered a festi va l. 
The fatted calf, reserved for specia l 
company, was killed a nd the fest ivit ies 
began, for " My son was dead and is 
alive again " (Luke I 5). 

Only the older son, who had been in 
his fat her 's com pany longer than his 
brother, when he ca me home from the 
fields and " heard mus ic and dancing, " 
did not seem lO be willing and able to 
join in. He refused to ent er the house, 

to wh ich the father replied that every­
thing he owned had belonged to the son 
these many yea rs. T heir relat ionship 
should have been a continual celebra­
tion. Had the o lder son never learned to 
enjoy it with freedom? 

I have relearned to celebrate Chris­
tian life when I joined a Church Exten­
sion church about three years ago. Some 
o f that spontaneous joy had dried up in 
me. In reaching out to o thers through 
visi tation, in becoming a rea l Ch ristian 
partner of a small church group, I sud­
denl y redisco vered that "happiness is 
the Lord." 

Listen, a ll God 's people, God has 
eno ugh " solid , fa ithful , gray people" 
who never do anyth ing very wrong, bu t 
who never experience the grace o f C hris t 
to live vibrant ly. They exist. They en­
dure. They survive. But they d o not 
know how to live li fe abundantly. They 
even get envi ous or bitter when they see 
or hear others celebrating life with 
Chr ist and don't k now how to join in. 

Their life with the Father is routine 
a nd work, a nd they a re quick to tell 
him : "All these years J 've worked hard 
for you and never once refused to do a 
single th ing you told me to; and in a ll 
that t ime you never gave me even o ne 
young goat for a feast with my fr iends" 
(Living Bi ble, Lu ke 15:29). 

You don ' t have to belong lO a Church 
Extension church to be able to rejoice 
a nd celebrate. You may be a member of 
a large, established church . But where 
there a re one or two people who have 
either just found the joy in the Lord or 
have managed to preserve it since their 
conversion , you should join that group. 

The fa ther in the parable s pent quite 
a bit of money on the ho mecoming fes­
tival. In o ur case, God has spent his 
Son Jesus o n us to assure us of his 
welcome. In order to continue in thi s 
joy we do not need any money. 

When non-Christian people celebrate 
they think of expensive men us , drin ks , 
new d resses a nd o ther ex travaganza. But 
the rea l celebration needs no money. All 
we need to do to be happy is to remem­
ber that God has brought us through 
anot her yea r, and that he has promised 
to guide us through the year before us. 
When we o pen up our heart s to our fel­
low believers, when we discover God's 
grace in their lives and see their need for 
a brother to share, touch, love and be 
around with, then we will not hesita te to 
use our o wn hearts as bait, for nothing 
less will capture them and make them 
our friend s. Who knows, perhaps one 
day the "elder son" cannot res ist our 
joy any lo nger and will join in. " l tell 
you , there wi ll be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous perso ns who need 
no repentance " (Luke 15:7). RJ K 

News Flash 
(Conlinued f rom page 3) 

Newspapers in Jakarta, Indonesia's 
capita l, ca rried fro nt-page pictures of 
the defused time born b, as displayed 
by m ilitary demoli tion experts. An 
editoria l in the Oct. 27 issue of the 
Indonesia Times , a leading English­
la ng uage d ai ly, condemned the 
bombi ng attempt as "shocking," 
" inhuman " a nd "devilish." The 
cdiwrial also spoke of the "para­
dox" of "t hose who t ry to demolish 
a hospital" when there is a lack of 
health faci lit ies in Indonesia. D 

Insight Into Christian 
Education 

(Continued from page 19) 

7. Establishing a deeper quality of 
imer-relationships and friendship 
bet ween leaders a nd those with 
whom they work. 

8. Developing ski lls with in the 
church whereby the congregation 
can learn how lO look at them­
selves objectively and identi fy 
strengths and weaknesses. 

9. Remembering our unmerited rela­
t ionshi p with Christ-"! am the 
vine, you a re the branches. 
Whoever remains in me, a nd I in 
h im, will bear much frui t; for you 
can do nothing without me" (John 
I 5:5, TEV). 0 

Women's World 
(Continued from page 16) 

My husband, Gerhardt, who works as 
office manager for a group of paten t a t­
torneys, and 1 have five children- four 
boys and one girl. We've added anot her 
son a nd da ughter thro ugh marriage. 
O ur eldest , G. Conrad, a nd his wife, 
Barbara , arc on staff for Cam pus Cru­
sade for C hrist in Dallas, TX, where 
Conrad is a second year student at 
Da ll as T heological Seminary. Our 
daughter, Coral Murphy, teache~ Learn­
ing Disability cla sses in a public chool. 
Her husband, J im , works for the C hi­
cago Po lice Depart ment. Our so ns Ken­
dall , Phi lipp and Robert li,·c at home . 
Kendall a l!end. Uni\Cr\ ity of Illinois 
Dental School; Philipp i' emplo yed a~ 
marketing analys t for the Mi lwaukee 
Railroad, and Robert i ~ a sophomore at 
Green ' ille College. 

Being the tl~ird generation in our 
Forest ~ Park Ba pti s7 Chun:h , Christ 
beca me very rea l 10 me a ~ a pr imary-a ge 
child a nd he be1:amc my Sa ,·ior. What a 

joy is ours in the Lord! He a lone gives 
it. Sunday school, church, choir , Pio­
neer Girl s club , Women's Missionary 
Guild, neighborhood Bible study and 
White Cross-all have been opportuni ­
ti es of service. Du ri ng the lunch hour, 
twice a week, I have the joy of being a 
volunteer in delivering Meals on Wheels 
to eight s hut-ins and elderly. I especia lly 
enjoy visi t ing a nd ca ll ing o n people and 
having them vis it in our home. Interna­
tional Students, Inc., gives opportunit y 
to entertain a foreign sllldent in our 
homes while they swd y in this cou ntry. 
We share our joy in the Lord with 
them. Whi te Cross with it s many areas 
o f service is another joy. Aren't we for­
tuna te to have so many areas open to 
us? D 

Trekking for God 
(Continued fro m page 17) 

celebrating from 8:30-1 :30 A .M. 
Between songs a m a n would yell out 
questio ns s uch as " Where is God? " 
or " Who do we worship? " The peo­
ple would reply and shine the ir 
n ashlig h t s a nd lanterns up to the 
ceiling. It was really moving . The 
sam e nig ht one drummer , w ho'd 
really been p utting li fe into his beat­
ing for at least two ho u rs w it ho ut a 
break, was d a nced around the room 
on the s ho ulders of the m en. I was 
ha ppy, no t o nly because of the en ­
thusiasm o f the people, but also 
because I knew we were m a king 
God ha ppy. 

A nother important a nd e njoyable 
part of our trip was the time we had 
before and after o u r prog rams to go 
out visit ing and witnessing to dif­
fe re nt com pounds. W e a lways ·vis­
ited the c h ief or qua rter-head of the 
area; they seem e d in terested in our 
work a nd encouraged us. O ne night 
we had the o ppor tunity of praying 
wi th a very sic k man before he d ied. 

Besides h aving a g reat tre k, a 
meaningful program, and encourag­
ing visit s to compo unds, we a lso 
had a wonde rful k ind of fellowship 
together a s a team. Every m orning 
we started the day with God by a 
devotio n led b y o n e o f the team 
m embers . A lso before we went to 
bed at night, we had a meaningful 
period of "quie t time." W e r eally 
had a g rea t time t a lking, eating, 
la ug hing, praying, sing ing a nd doing 
every thing together. It was a new 
learning experience to me. 

T he night before we were to b egin 
our tr ip home, we were commenting 

that it had been the bes t week in 
each of o ur lives; we really than"ed 
God for givi ng us s uch a wonderful 
trip, a nd for the way he was with !.IS 
a ll throug h it. Our tre k h o m e was 
jus t as good as the whole trip had 
been. 

A few weeks later the two tearJ1S 
m et and exchanged rep o rts of tl1e 
experiences o n the trips. W e were 
happ y to find o ut that the God's 
Volunteers to Fundong A ssocia tion 
had a g reat time, too. When it was 
asked w hether a nyone would !Je 
will ing to go again, several said 
they'd be happy to go anytime, evefl 
if it were to m o rrow ! 

Now I ' m going back to school, 
but I '11 be thinking and pray iflg 
often for the youth in the Akeh AS' 
sociation a nd about the big need fof 
pas tors. 0 
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What priorities have you set for yourself in 1977? There are many 
things that can capture our attention and energies in this last quarter 
of the Twentieth Century, but they are certainly not all of equal value. 
We need to select the important things, those which have value for 
today and for eternity. 

The Scriptures say, " .. . give him (Christ) first place in your life and 
live as he wants you to live" (Matt. 6:33 LB). If we make this our genu· 
ine commitment, it will help us greatly to sort out the specific things 
we will do each day. 

The delegates to the 1976 Triennial Conference of North American 
Baptist Churches in Portland last summer set several goals for 
1977-79 with the following three as priorities for your consideration: 

Make your personal list of priorities now! 

REACH OUT TO OTHERS 

TRAIN ONE MEMBER 
FROM YOUR CHURCH 
FOR CHURCH VOCATION 

INCREASE GIVING 
TO KEEP PACE 
WITH CURRENT NEEDS 


