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30, 1977

Since the time of Christ those with
special concern to the Church. Christian
first to give succor and love to those tra
ease made them outcast. Christian doctor

of mcdlu_ﬂe? which, for the first time in history, broy ht
leprosy within l‘he realm of curable diseascs, They ied in !ghc
(k_)levlelupmcm]ot[.s_ulrglcal and rehabilitative methods and in
asic research which may ultimately '
: ) y produc
Sl p ¢ the long hoped-
Today there is brighter hope
cient and disabling disease
the key. .I"he hlftlori_c concern of the Christian church
with the increasing interest of national gove
tary agencies, can be translated inwo a vigorous effort
cduca[u_ world opinion abou leprosy and its victims he
Despite all the social and scientif: ‘ "
leprosy is still one of the wo

rld’s most serious public
problems. There are at leas 15,000,000 cases i:r: thleL \280?::1}1

leprosy have been of
missionaries were the
gic figures whose dis.-
S pioneered in the yse

than ever before that this an-
can be conquered. Cooperation is

, logether
rmments and volun-

Dr. G. K. Zimmerman is the executive

IRer! secretary of g
American Baptist € onference, iy Sy
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Fewer than 20 percent are
half suffer some form of
prevented.

North American B
to people afflicted v

upder regular treatment. More than
stigmatizing crippling that could be

a_P!isls have had a vital role in ministering
vith the dreadful disease of leprosy. Our

I abilitation center at Mbingo in Cameroon,
Africa, has served very effectively in bringi&ng hope to those
who are afflicted with this disease. Leprosy patients often need
treatment for several years, which may include surgery and
lherapy‘.. During my visit to our hospital in Mbingo I heard the
words “Thank you, thank you for helping us” many, many
times from the lips of patients.

On January 30, 1977, the 24th World Leprosy Day will be
observed around the world. We earnestly commend this obser-
vance 1o our churches as an occasion to reaffirm our Christian
concern for those with leprosy and as a means of educating the
PUE?IIC lo an awareness of their urgent needs. Our churches are
invited not only to pray for this special ministry but also to
support it through contributions. Your checks should be made
payabllc and sent 1o North American Baptists, Inc., 1 So. 210
Summit Ave,, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181, \‘l .

hospital and reh

The North American Baptist Conference is known for its conservative, Bible centered Christian
convictions and for its evangelistic zeal. : o o
The Preamble to the Constitution of the Conference states the following “distinctive principles
for which Baptists have lived and died"” and which North American Baptists affirm:

Soul liberty;

ONOO NS

The inspired authority of the Scriptures in matters of faith and conduct;
The separation of Church and State;
The Revelation of God through Jesus Christ as only Savior and Lord;
Regenerated church membership;

Believer's baptism by immersion;

The congregational form of church government;

The proclamation of the gospel throughout all the world.

The author of the following article, the first in a series of eight by various writers, explains where
North American Baptists stand with regard to their belief in Jesus Christ, as the Son of God and

the Savior and Lord.

«  believe in the revelation of God
through Jesus Christ as only Savior and
Lord.”” These words so easily spoken
today have cost men their lives in the
past. These words declare one of the
distinctive principles held by Baptists.

The historic New Hampshire Confes-
sion of Faith elaborates this statement
of belief in these words: **Jesus Christ,
the Son of God and the Son of man,
came into the world to save men from
the guilt and condemnation of sin, of-
fering his blood as an atonement, mak-
ing it available 1o all who exercise faith
in him.”

Exploring this statement 1 find four
ideas that communicate the heart of this
basic belief; namely, Jesus Christ as 1)
the Son of God, 2) the Son of Man, 3)
the Savior, and 4) the need for persons
to express faith in him. I would like you
to consider these ideas with me.

SON OF GOD. **| autended church as
a kid, but 1 don’t believe in all that
stuff anymore. 1 don’t believe in God;
oh, there may be a God, but I don't go
for that anymore. [ don’t believe that
about Jesus Christ being the Son of
God. | just live life as it comes, I enjoy
lite and do what 1 like.”" This is the
summation of one man’s view on God
and life which he shared during a recent
visit another church caller and I made in
our community. This young man repre-
sents many with similar attitudes. Their
denial stands in direct opposition to the
basis of our Christian faith, that Jesus
Christ is the eternal Son of the living

The Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general direc-
tor of the Church Ministries Department
of the North American Baptist Confer-
ence.

by Bruce A. Rich

God. Before he came in the flesh he ex-
isted as God. Jesus spoke of his exis-
tence with the Father before the creation
of the world (John 17:5). The Gospel
narrative by John begins with the dec-
laration that Christ existed “‘in the be-
ginning”’ and that he was God. Like-
wise, Paul in Philippians 2:5-11 testifies
that Christ Jesus **. . . existed in the
form of God, ... but emptied himself
... being made in the likeness of
men."’

Jesus' claim to diety was challenged
by the religious men of his day. On sev-
eral occasions he demonstrated his claim
by healing the sick and by forgiving sin.
In the fifth chapter of John, Jesus cites
four proofs of his diety: (1) the testi-
mony of the Father in giving him au-
thority to carry on his work, (2) the
testimony of John the Baptist, (3) the
demonstration of the works he accom-
plished through his relation to the
Father, and (4) the witness of God’s
word, the Scriptures.

The men about Jesus bore witness (o
his diety. John said he wrote his Gospel
“that you might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believ-
ing you may have life in his name™
(John 20:31). When asked who he be-
lieved Jesus to be, Peter declared,
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God" (Matthew 16:16). After his
death and resurrection, Jesus made it a
point to specifically present himsell 1o
Thomas, who upon examining Christ’s
death scars exclaimed, “‘my Lord and
my God!™" (John 20:28).

SON OF MAN. Culbert G. Rutenber
in his book, The Price and the Prize,
states: I the Christian view of man is
true, il the mess that sin has made is as

tragic and hopeless as the Bible and
human history indicate, then nothing
less than God stepping on the stage in a
mighty act of redemption can clean up
the mess and make things right.””

We know the Christian view is true;
we know sin has created a tragic hell for
mankind, and we Anow that God did
step onto the world stage in a dramatic,
mighty way in the person of Jesus
Christ,

In Jesus, God became man in order
1o provide a mediator between God and
man. In the sovereign, miraculous way
ol God, not fully understood by man,
Jesus was born of the virgin Mary by
supernatural conception. He came in in-
fancy to experience all of man’s human-
ness and to identify with and minister (o
all ages. He was tempted even as we are
tempted, but he remained sinless, thus
becoming capable of paving our price of
sin.

John bears this testimony, “*And the
Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we beheld his glory, glory as of
the only begotten from the Father, full
of grace and truth. No man has seen
God at any time: the only begotten God
(Son). who is in the bosom of the
Father, he has explained him™ (John
1:14,18).

Though at times we find it difficult to
understand or accept the humanity of
Christ, it is fact. Jesus said of hini&cll’.
“*The foxes have holes, and the birds of
the air have nests; but the Son of Man
has nowhere 10 lay his head™ (Matthew
8:20). He further said, *‘The
Man must suffer many things, and be
rejected by the elders and chiet priests
and scribes, and be Killed, and be raised
up on the third day (L uke 9:22).

Son of
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Paul builds on the essentjal humanity
of Jesus Christ. In giving perspective to
man’s hope, he writes, “For since by a
man came death, by a man also came
the resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall
be made alive™ (] Corinthians 15:21-22).

' SAVIOR. Along one of the highways
in the Canadian West, between Alberta
and British Columbia, there is a massive
wooden arch on which IS written in
large letters, “THE GREAT DIVIDE.”
I] reminds travelers of the nearby CD}I-
tinental Divide, the place from which
wale}‘ flows west into the Pacific and
cast into Hudson Bay,

_Anot[ler reminder of a great point in
history is not a wooden arch, byt rather
a wopden Cross set up on a hill outside
][J]:;dmly of Jerusalem, This too carried

ctters, declaring  “JE

NAZARETH, THE I%ING (S)lgSng
JEWS." This cross stood as a testimony
to the promise of God that he would
send a Savior whose name would be
called Jesus. [q stood 1o proclaim his
marvelpus birth, his perfect life, his
dynqmlc teaching and most vivid[g; his
atoning death in which he shed‘ his
blood to pay mankind's debt of sin;
whereby through accepting his sacrificial
dealh. anyone could be put in right
standing before the Father.

His  glorious resurrection brought
completeness 1o (he message of the
cross. Indeed his earlier words were true
when he proclaimed, “‘I am the way, the
truth, and the life, no man comes ;m[o
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6)

Through his death Jesus broke the
power of ;m and death., He endured sin
wnhqul S}nning. He died withour .re-
maming in  death. Only the divine-
human Savior could do that.

He _dld not die for his own sin for he
was sinless, but rather he died ‘for th
sin f),{’ all mankind. He was a substit 19
Ssacrifice for you and me, Isai;ah 53'5-?
gives us this prophecy, “Surely he Ihas
borne our griefs and carried our sorrow-s
Ca he was wounded for our lransgres.—
sions, ht_z was bruised for oyr iniquilie;'
upon him was the chastisemen; that

made us whole, and with his stripes we
are healed.” 7

He suffered in our place. All mankind
has bv_:cn Separated from God and is
dead in sin. Al are in need of life
.h:?sm, by dying on that cross sufrererj
dtsg_racc. solitude ang death on our be-
hulf‘. He made life in all its fullness
a\;u_luble Lo us. Autending 1o (he minis;
tration _ol’ that life, 1o all who w'-l]
believe, is the abiding Holy Spirit i

He qp,u.eased God on our behalf.
,l.csus Christ was (e adequate cxpres:
sion of God’s love, and the means b
which his saving grace could be rﬁadg
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available. God does not love us because
Christ died, but rather, Christ died
because God loves us. Christ’s death
removed the barrier of sin which stood
as a wall between God and man.

Paul summarizes this great work of
Christ when he declares, *‘But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have been brought near in the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace. . . . and hfas
broken down the dividing wall of hostil-
ity . . . (that he might) reconcile us both
to God'’ (Ephesians 2:13-15). ,

FAITH. In his book, A Laymans
Guide to Baptist Beliefs, Dr. Harold L
Fickett tells a story that appear.ed in
Newsweek some years ago. ‘‘It is the
story of four-year-old Mike who had
lost one eye and was scheduled for an
operation in which the second was to be
removed. Prior to this surgery his par-
ents drove him around his nature State
of Florida hoping he would see a num-
ber of beautiful things which he would
remember after his sight was gone. Fol-
lowing the operation Mike received a
letter from a lady in Ohio which said
something like this: ‘Dear Mike, They
tell you that you will never see again.
Don't believe that. When I was a child,
| had the same experience as you had.
During my life I have learned to see far
more with my heart than 1 could see
with my eyes. I trust you will learn the
same.’ This is a good definition of
faith: ‘Being able to see with your heart

what you cannot see with your eyes!” "
This heart faith can be exercised once

we repent and turn from sin. The Scrip-
tures make clear what is necessary for
us to grow in this faith: 1) we must have

knowledge. Paul reminds us of this
when he says, “*And how are they 1o be-
lieve in him of whom they have never
heard?”” (Romans 10:14). Knowledge in
itself does not save us, but it is a
preliminary part of faith. 2) We must
have belief. Knowing that the gospel is
God’s plan of salvation is not enough,
we must also believe that he is able to
save. In Romans 10:10 we read, “‘For
man believes with his heart and so is
justified, and he confesses with his lips
and so is saved." 3) We must have
trust. Again Paul says, “‘I know whom |
have believed, and am persuaded that he
is able to keep that which I have com-
mitted unto him against that day’ (2
Timothy 1:12).

Faith is an act of the intellect, the
emotions and the will. It is to grow and
abide forever. Faith is the way we re-
ceive God’s salvation through Christ. In
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he de-
clares, ‘“‘For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and this is not your
own doing, it is the gift of God" (Ephe-
sians 2:8). God's work of grace is not
something he gives today and takes
away tomorrow. We can have the same
assurance expressed by Paul when he
says, ‘I am sure that he who began a
good work in you will bring it to com-
pletion at the day of Jesus Christ’’
(Philippians 1:6).

““Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he
is a new creation; the old has passed
away, behold, the new has come” (2
Corinthians 5:17). Yes, we believe that
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the
Son of man, is the Savior of all who
believe in him. [
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O Forgotten
0 the seed

Overnight it spawned
untended

a stalk

twisted, grotesque
burgeoning huge
misshapen leaves
yellow splotched

0 by Martha Jayne Clark

so carelessly tossed aside.

that all the world restore, forgive. 0
could view Implant within me d
there at my doorstep— a fresh awareness 0

then, | remembered. of your presence. Oﬁu
40
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Those words

I dropped

so carelessly

bred tangled chaos

overrunning

devastating

lives.

I stumble

through the stubble

breathing a prayer— 0
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by Raymond Dickau

A hospital stay is never too pleasat}t under any cir-
cumstances, but there are times when it b.ecomes neces-
sary. Such was the beginning of an experience on Sept.
2, 1976. . _ _

I would like to share an experience during the first
days of my confinement that may be an encouragement
and inspiration to others. This is my prayer.

One quiet, still night before I had fallen as!eep, there
came a voice from one corner of the room saying, *‘Ray,
rather hard times have come upon you. You are para-
lyzed from the waist down, you may never walk again,
what a tragedy. You may never serve as a pastor again.
There will be a lot of things you may never do again.
Why don’t we count up your quubles and losses. Maybe
you have done something that displeased God and this is
your punishment.” _ .

Before 1 could bring myself to follow this suggestion
and begin to feel sorry for myself, another voice close by
my bedside simply said, “‘Lo, I am with you always”
(Matthew 28:20b). 1 knew it was the Lord Jesus with all
his power at my disposal. This experience was so real to
me, 1 shall never forget its significance. That night one
of the greatest battles of doubt and despair in my life
was fought. It turned out to be the greatest victory pf
my life. It was a new surrender of my life to God. 1 still
rejoice in that victory, and pray I will never deviate from
this no matter what uncertainties be ahead for myself
and my family. This experience has brought a new
awareness of what prayer for one another means and
how important it is. What a marvelous family of God
we belong to.

I take this opportunity to thank you all for the
prayers, your many acts of kindness in so many ways,
and for the marvelous way the East Side Baptist Church
has stood with me and my family. My thanks also go to
the men from our Conference Office in Oak_brook Te:r-
race who have been preaching at East Side Baptist
Church during my absence. May God abundantly bless
each one of you. ‘

Progress in regaining health is very slow, _but I placed
that in God’s hand to do as he sees best. It is my prayer
that 1 will be faithful to thank him for every blessing,

The Rev. Raymond Dickau is the pastor of East Side
Baptist Church, Chicago, IL. He wrote this persona{ les-
timony while being confined to a hospital in the Chicago

ared.

every bit of progress in healing he gives. Should there be
any lesson(s) God wants to teach me, 1 pray | won’t miss
these either.

God is so good, to him be all the glory even though he
allows afflictions to come. The secret is, submit all to
Jesus Christ, he will supply strength for each day and its
difficulties.

Let us look at God's promises as facts. These become
experiences. God fulfills each one, and herein lies our
strength when it is coupled with faith. O

A ¥ - i nalt
The real test of determination and
energy comes when Pastor Dickau has

to walk. “Every movement has to be
relearned,” he says.

Part of the exercises is the transfer
from the bed to the wheel chair,

Rev. Dickau, paralyze
therapeutic exercises,
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The goal of the church library is not books spilling
over the shelves, but keeping them off the shelves in the
handg of readers. Vacant spaces indicate g healthy ¢ir-
culation, and a healthy circulation means a capable |j
brary staff expanding its opportunities, )

All phases of the church program are enriched by th
proper library materials and services. Both they ﬁ:
Chrnsnan. and seasoned worker profit by the availab?l?t“
of a variety of sources, many otherwise could not 1fy
ford. As the collection in your library grows i will ab-
easicr to meet people’s needs. o be

Beginning with less than one hundr i
years ago at Bethel Baptist Church in Miﬂotﬁgoﬁ;lgm
now have more than 1300 books as well as g ’er' é'we
file, flannelgraph material, recordings and - 1.ca[
on our missionaries. current files

Shortly after our church
with a library easily accessi
and the sanctuary,
serve its designated
head up the project,

educational wip 5 bui
2 was built
ble from the Sunday school
the membership decided |
purpose. When they ask

. ed me
I ordered material on the i

_Church li-

soula, which facilitated the work
The majority of our .

regular church funding,

within the church, as wel|

upplies were obtained
! th
and gifts from var e

d gifts ious groups
as individuals, We 4

ST asked those
Mrs. Martha J. Clark is a .

- Church, Missoula, MT. Sh _?Jemf).ef ol Be.fhe_’l Bap!isr
in Missoula. '
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CHURGH LIBRARY

GHEGRUP:

IS ITS GIRGULATION

by Martha Jayne Clark

who would like to share their own books with others to
lend them through the library, and received a good
number in this way. An accurate shelf listing was kept
on ajl acquisitions, so that we would know the source.

Library hours should accomodate the greatest numnber
@/ persons. We found the times before, during and after
the Su.nday school hour, and after the Sunday evening
and midweek services suitable for our needs. On Sunday
mornings after church the congregation was more anx-
10US to get home than linger to pick up a book. A
schedule was posted monthly so that the members of the
library staff could sign up for the specified times. We
tried to be flexible, and if a person wanted material at
another time other than those listed, a staff member
would make arrangements to be available.

By Cooperating with the pastor, the Sunday school and
other church organizations you create a demand for the
library services. For his membership classes the pastor
can recommend a list of Bible versions, commentaries,
concordances, dictionaries, atlases and other works
which can be found on the shelves. Bible translations
and paraphrases aid in comprehending the meaning of a
passage, and reference books give added insight to new
disciples. Trained in using these tools they should
develop a better understanding of the purpose and will
of God in their lives.

For the Sunday school, along with teachers’ training
material on modes and methods for keeping teachers
up-to-date, required reading could include an inspira-
tional or a missionary book, or a study on whatever sub-
ject currently is being taught,

Most  departmental superintendents will appreciate
having a ready-made list of materials suitable for their
use during the times when classes meet for combined
worship services. Keeping a record of when the material
was used, by whom and by which department is helpful,
and can be indicated on the particular story, devotional,
or flannelgraph itself.

The librarian last year, who was an Alpha Teens
leader also, encouraged the youth to select for their
meetings, devotional topics of their own choice from
suggested books. Here, and in other church groups,
books on games, quizzes, stunts, skits and crafts have
been made good use of and more are being demanded.

HEdLTHY?

At the Women’s Missionary meetings various person-
nel have taken books to display and check_ oqt. Several
ladies have said some of their most inspirational mo-
ments have been sharing from these bool_-:s at a later
meeting. Providing opporluni_ties for relating book ex-
periences and giving book reviews encourages reader in-
terest and could be duplicated easily in the men’s and

youth groups.

Introducing books to Sunday school class groups can
help reach many who do not usually come to the !xl_Jrarry.
Lesson-related reading lists of the bqok;; avalla_ble in the
library can be compiled from Iht'? bl_bllographles at the
back of adult quarterlies, stimulating mlerest‘and knowl-
edge. To that list, we added books, or particular chap-
ters of the books, with content similar to those in the
bibliography. The teachers assigned reports from these
and from volumes on our reference shelves. This can be
done in other classes, but all require the cooperation of
the ordering secretary, so that lesson quarterlies can be
obtained for list-making before the quarter actually
begins. It also requires library staff members who are
familiar with the contents of the books in the library.

When one teacher started a series of lessons on the
missionary journeys of Paul, she invited a staff member
to visit her junior class with missionary books and relate
something pertinent about each one. Several were
checked out on the spot.

A teacher of preschoolers took an appropriate book
from the shelves and read a portion in class. She told the
children if they liked this particular book they .would
find many more in the library. For weeks after this, the
preschoolers swarmed into the library after Sunday
school, checking out books for their parents to read to
them. Many checked out the same ones again and again
as they became favorites. .

New young Christians were helped to grow in yet an-
other class by the teacher who took out a bonk_ telling
little ones what it meant to become member_s of God’s
family, and in turn, checked it out to her pupils.

Divide the church into different age groups for a
Reader-of-the-Month contest. We gave points on the
basis of the number of pages read each month, with ex-
tra points given for reading Bible versions. Awards were

books, and afterwards, many of these were shared with
others by lending them through the library. '

From this and other contests we learned our most avid
readers among young people were sixth grade and below.
Those in junior and senior high school proved to be so
busy with classes and school activities that most dic! not
have time for much outside reading. From these statistics
we were reminded anew that the prime time to instill a
sense of Christian values and worth is during the early
and more formative years.

Besides the bulletin board, squibs in the church
newspaper, and strategically placed table displays, the
staff should seek to educate others in the art of utilizing
the library lode. For this, knowing books and what they
contain, is as important as being aware of reader prefer-
ences, in order to make helpful suggestions.

Visitation can be made more profitable if a book is
taken along for the shut-in, the convalescent, the newly-
weds, the about-to-be-marrieds, the bereaved, and even
the baby-sitter. One widow told us how our fiction and
juvenile sections helped her through many lonely, diffi-
cult nighttime hours. She said at that time she wasn’t
able to concentrate on heavier reading material, but
needed something to occupy her thoughts. There's no
end to the ways you can help others through vour library
ministry.

If you have ever been bitten by the church library
virus, don’t expect to recover. Actually, the infection
could bring new health. 1f its contagion spreads, it could
become one of the most effective reaching and teaching
tools of your church today, as well as a continuing
source of worthwhile entertainment and delight. B
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NEWS FROM NORTH
AMERICAN BAPTIST
SEMINARY

by John Hisel

NABS faculty, staff and students are busy as the
"76-"77 school year is well underway. The large enroll-
ment (20% ahead of Five Year Projection Plan) is an
encouraging indication of God’s leading in a time when
there is a shortage of leadership in church ministries. A
sense of spiritual oneness prevails on campus as spiritual
development groups meet regularly, as students meet in
two’s with spiritual partners for uplifting support, and
as students are challenged from God’s Word in chapel
and classroom settings.

The Rev. John Hisel is director of church and commu-
nity relations at North American Baptist Seminary,
Sioux Falls, SD.

Incoming students, fall semester, 1976: (left to right)
Fourth row: Tim Carlson, Brian Donst, Ken Gabort,
Jack Borchert, Lynn Hammerstrom, Darryl Lynn, Peter
Gaustad, Ronald Gunter. Third row: Richard Boyd,
John Ziulkowski, Jim Zurbriggen, Jim Church, Marvin
Dewey, Dan Edzards. Second Row: Doug Hunter, Larry
DeThury, Steve Crouch, Gregory Martha, Richard Car-
roll, Bud Fuchs, Carlo Walth, Art Jaggard. First row:
Jennell Mauch, Janet Potz, Linda Loudenslager, Deanne
Barker, Susan Solden, Annemarie Hattenhauer, Carol
Ann Bender, Kathy Rodgers, Carol Potratz, Manasses
Nji. (Not pictured) Samuel Abraham, Jerry Bochoven,
Nova Goodson, Roland Simmelink and Joel Zimbelman.

10 / BAPTIST HERALD

A profile of the incoming class shows that 64% are
enrolled in mainline pastoral programs (M.Div. or
M.Min.); 15% in Christian Education; 9% in Counsel-
ing; and 12% in other areas. Sixty-one percent of the
new students are NAB and, overall, 81% are Baptist af-
filiated. Forty-two percent are married—58% single, and
79% are male—21% are female. More than 20% of the
new students are second career people. We have a total
enrollment of 157.

The prayers of God’s people are the foundation for
the ministry of NABS in the lives of young people who
are seeking to follow God’s calling. We at the Seminary
ask you to join with us in prayer that God’s will is
fulfilled in the life of each student and faculty member
for the sake of Christ and the Christian ministry. [J

New Filmstrips
oéa’zf% 5/72;#& (/;/4%2&43’

Children, young people and adults will enjoy this inspiring
filmstrip and cassette narrated in part by a boy who describes
life at Hillerest School, which our missionary children attend
at Jos, Nigeria, in a letter to his missionary parents. Can be
used in Sunday school, camps, vacation church school or as
part of an evening service. Filmstrip and cassette 18 minutes.
Rental $2.00 Purchase price $10.00.

Byone

To help teachers of children in Sunday schools and vacation
church school; teacher training classes; visitation emphases.
Gives examples of the kind of visits and contacts that a
children’s worker should make. Filmstrip and cassette 9
minutes. Color. Rental $1.00. Order from Communications
Department, | So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace,
Villa Park, IL. 60181

Canadian churches order from North American Baptist
College, 23 Ave. & 115 St., R.R. 3, Edmonton ABT 6H
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The Reverend Kenneth and Mrs.
Eileen Priebe wrote some of their first
impressions of their work in Kumba,
Cameroon, in a recent missionary re-
port. They are deeply impressed by the
needs all around them.

The Priebes arrived in Cameroon in
August 1976. They were soon immersed
in the work of coordinating evangelism
efforts and advising churches and pas-
tors in the Kumba area. Ken describes
the need for trained leaders, for a
capable field pastor and for a spirit of
revival in the Kumba field churches.

Mr. Priebe was introduced to the
great need in Cameroon during a one
month study program sponsored by
North American Baptist Seminary. Each
January the seminary sponsors [woO
students on a short-study-and-work pro-
gram in Cameroon for on-the-spot ari-
entation and stimulation in missions.
Kenneth was one of the students who
was in this program in January.1976.
He saw the great need for missionary
workers then. He returned to lhq sem-
inary to complete his Master of Divinity
degree. After prayerful consideration
Ken and Eileen Pricbe applied for mis-
sionary service soon after Ken's return
from the study program. They were ap-
pointed for service in April and commis-
sioned at the Triennial Conference in
July.

Mr. Kenneth Clarence Priebe was
born on April 15, 1948, in Swan B.IVCI‘,
MB, as the oldest son of four children
born to Mr. and Mrs. Osc;r Priebe.
Kenneth grew up in a Christian home,
and his parents loved the Lord z_md. pro-
moted mission work. He gave his life to
Christ through the explanation of John
3:16 in a vacation Bible school and was
baptized at the age of 12. He was bap-
tized in 1959 in the Ebenczer Baptist
Church by the Rev. Wilfred Dickau. He
is Dl'esem'ly 2 member of the Central
Baptist Church, Edmonton, AB.

Kenneth completed his high school
education in 1965 in Yorkton, SA, and
then entered the Christian Training In-
stitute in Edmonton, where he gl'zt‘d-
uated in 1967 with a diploma in Chm-
tian Education. He attended the Univer-
sity of Alberta from 1970 10 1973 whc_rc
he carned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
History. He was a member of God’s
Volunteers team 1969-70. From 1973 to
1976 he attended North American Bap-
tist Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD.

While Kenneth was serving with the
God’s Volunteers he met a young wom-
an who later became his wife, Miss
Eileen Busenius.

Mrs. Eileen Priche was born on June

The Rev. Fred C. Folkerts is associate
secretary for overseas missions with the
North American Baptist Conference.

30, 1948, in Edmonton, AB, the youy
est of two children born to My,
Mrs.  Gottfried Busenius. FEileen
reared in a Christian home. Her Parens
are quite supportive of our North Amcrl-
ican  Baptist mission program. Eileen
asked Christ into her life during SPecial
meetings at Central Baptist Churel i
Edmonton when she was a young gjy)
She was baptized in April 1955 by th;
Rev. Henry Pfeifer. She is presenyy a
member of the Central Baptist Chll'rch
in Edmonton.

Eileen completed her high school ¢q,,.
cation in Edmonton in 1966 and (je,
attended the Christian Training lnstilmc
from 1966 to 1968 where she carngg a
degree in Christian Education. She .
a member of the God's Volunteers (e,
1969-70. She also sang in the Christiay
Institute Choristers while she was g Stu-
dent.

Kenneth and Eileen were marrigq on
Dec. 19, 1970. They have one chilg
Kent Byron, born March 26, 1975, '

In recommending Kenneth for Mis-
sionary service a close friend of ]’l.‘ls
says, “*He is an able teacher. Hg i;

g-
and
was

a0 all around man. He is
g 4° .h his hands. He is never
S ;mdlli:.g "':,c practical problems. He
very Crc,ﬂ(o 50 Lt of patience. He will
at 2105 Ly “ole.”” These are the in-
no;nd fgd to respond to the great
: o n'i‘;d“-hi‘:h Ken and Eileen have
g]‘CLIt ¢
mission jeel God’s call to their
seen- pricbcﬁ\rr- U1 feel God’s call 1o
The sc”.-ﬁ,ar_\' in Cameroon. The
itk [ﬂis.‘i‘ in this type of work is to
serve 1'~I hav’icl of Jesus Christ with
purpose 5 .:ro?'ll ot know him.”
share “ o d0 7«1 am concerned about
those ¥ “cayS 4nd his saving power to
El}ii Chrlt‘;‘;!igve Christ has called all
shartiz .
O‘he,rs-ans 10 'd‘ﬁ]'ll.‘lh and Eileen Pricbe.
Christ?e 0 B ther at Kumba with Mr.
PraYy L 10% Loe Baab and with the
oy WOTR ~e0l2 . . "
They %° O christians. Ken has ex-
u-ﬂd ba art‘"‘,rﬂ for the development of
Kum ’: .UnC”_}ﬂgL‘l' Cameroonian leader-
pl-css‘tqnd gtrt ~umba area churches and
more ‘_~m_ lpc’_ revival, The Priebes have
-,‘hl-]" sirt ‘Li petus pray that God will

. neet s,
el lh" ]l,:l.d
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ngether

by Ernie Zimbelman

CHRISTIANS
AND SEX

A frequent statement that | hear goes
something like this: I wish lhalui;e.\'
were not considered so dirty, and that it
could be talked about more freely.”

Human sexuality appears to hz;ve con-
fronted Christian people throughout the
ages with frustration. Our times are no
different.

On the one hand, various kinds of
sexual behavior are depicted '
ature, pictures, advertisin
conversation as offerine
human joy. But on ztlllsi
evidence is clear that whe
uality is allowed 1ota] . 88 L A0
sion, then all kinds o?llgi;;; coxfpr[i;,-
most profound kind results. The de !l‘;j
of humfm suffering that results from I;h
open, arresponsible  pursyjy of sex :
needs and drives cap lead ruxpon:jbl;s]
concerned  people 1o recoil from thl

\\I]{)l(_' ‘vllhil_’f[ of €
) J ) 5CX ar Y1
i e d ](I sexual

in liter-
¢ and ordinary
the height of
des of us he
n human sex-

I encounter many
who feel that g succes
stringent control of

Sincere Christians
sful repression or
their sexual needs
—_—

Dr. !;rm'_r Zimbelman s associate pri
fessor of Pastoral Counseling a¢ ,\.‘{,:-3;
.{n:rr/r'{fﬂ Baptist .S'em.irmr'lr’ in l‘ﬁrm\'
Falls, SD. He is also in charge of the
Houx  Falls  Psychological  Serv; ’L"
il @ ervices
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sz_l drives leads to a higher level of
spiritual existence. In this regard we can
find scriptural passages, when taken out
of context, that reinforce this position. |
Corinthians 7:1 is an example: ““Now
concerning the matters about which vou
wrote. It is well for a man not to touch
a \l\-oman.” There are other passages
which carry the tone of this verse, and
church history through many centuries
has extolled the celibate [ife.

Paul, in I Corinthians 6:9-10 siates in
!hc strongest language the dangers of
immorality  (*‘Don’y you know that
lhosc.doing such things have no share in
the kingdom of God? Don't fool vour-
selves. Those who live immoral lives
who are idol worshipers, adulterers or
hpmosexuals—-wi[l have no share in his
kingdom. Neither will thieves or greedy
people, drunkards, slandermongers oi
robbers.”") How then can we be m‘oral
people, functioning  within the pre-
scrlbcq freedoms of our human pna-
lurc-.—mc]uding our sexuality—and still
remain moral? .
A ﬁimplc answer (o
llpn Ist We must see
dirty, although there
behavior that s, Also,

talk more freely about
nature,

| Eoadiis o -
i [eFI. 1L1s very refreshing that Chris-
r(;;d writers I_mv_e made a significant in-
. [;n publishing new marerial in this
\\'}%SL .“Cpncor‘dm Press has published a
e L‘ ;CI"ICR of books for leaching chil-
about SeX. Some other new titles
arc} the following:
: ,.?::’1?!!. Dwight, Christian, Cele-
€ your Sexualit
i Se. Y. v
e ; (Revell,

LeHaye, Tim, The Marriage Act.
(Zondervan, 1976)
3. I:folhs, H. W., Thank God Sfor
Sex. .(Broadman Press, 1975)
4. Collins, Gary, The Secrets of Our
; Sexuality, (Word, 1976)
- Ed Wheat, M.D. Sex Technigues
& Sex Problems in Marriage (cas-
sc[tgs). Order from Ed Wheat,
_Sprmgdale, AR. 72764
ln_tlmcs of great immorality and sex-
uql Ilcc{lse. Christians must set examples
of purity and wholesomeness in this
area as well as in others. “‘He who says
that he lives in God should live just as
Jesus Christ did™ (I John 2:6). '
I feel there are many Christians today
who are able 10 handle their sexuality in
a sane and balanced way. (‘ill'isli;ms
must be free 1o talk about their needs
and practices in these areas so that the
body of Christ can function more freely
and spontancously, ‘
(If you want more information on this
subject, send a self-addressed stamped
envelope to the author, and he will send
you a booklet.)

the original ques-
that sex is not
IS much sexual
we must learn to
this part of our

aod’s
Unlunieers
report

PEOPLE RESPOND

by Marlene Ginter and
Berndt Rist

“*Someone near you lives in a lonely
world. Will you help?’’ This has been
the closing challenge to the people who
are involved in the witnessing seminar at
the churches in George, IA, Grand
Forks, ND, and Steamboat Rock, IA.

As God’s Volunteers have ministered
in these communities, people, young
and old, have responded to the leading
of the Spirit of God.

One evening in Grand Forks, while
sharing  Christ  through door-to-door
witnessing, Tanell Gerloff and a church
member were asked by two teenage boys
what they were doing. Under the light
of a street lamp, these two boys came 1o
know the Lord in a personal way. An-
other tecam member was able to share
with a retired man while he was pruning
his rose bushes. When asked about his
assurance of eternal life, this man ex-
pressed doubts but was interested in
knowing how to come to this assurance.
After Dave Robinson shared the gospel
with him, this retired man prayed to
receive Christ. Later he expressed to
Dave. **This was worth stopping my
chores to talk.”

At the high school in George the
music section sang before an audience
of 300 young people. In Grand Forks
they were able to sing on a local T.V.
program and also in a shopping mall. In
Steamboat Rock the music section had
the unique experience of sharing Christ
in a Sunday morning chapel service at
the Boys' Training School. Saturday
night in Steamboat Rock there was a
hayride with eighty young people on the
back of a straw-stuffed semi-trailer
truck. Although the weather was chilly,
warm hearts lustily sang gospel choruses
while moving down the main street of
the local town.

Fhrough these first crusades it has
_hccn evident to the team that people are
meerested and willing to respond 1o the
challenge, “*Someone near you lives in a
lonely world. Will you help?”

(See also page 23 for more reporting)

- YOUTH,
YOUTH,

YOUTH
YOUTH
YOUTH
YOUTH

- YOUTH

YOUTH
YOUTH

1. YOUTH WEEK 1977 “‘Declaring
the Faith”™

Mobilization of the Body of Christ is
essential to its life and growth. In
January churches throughout the Con-
ference are setting forth to achieve new
goals in the up-building of their life,
ministry and outreach.

Youth have been a vital part of the
renewed interest in the evangelistic mis-
sion of the church. The Yourh Week
resource materials which have been sent
to the youth sponsors of each church
add support to this concern of youth.
The theme is generated from the testi-
mony of John when he says, *“‘That
which we have seen and heard declare
we unto you™ (1 John 1:3).

Knowing what we believe is imper-
ative if we are going to declare a mean-
ingful message to others. The Youth
Week studies give guidance in this area
as well as present a biblical challenge
for missions and evangelism.

The challenge of missions is as real
today as it was when Christ issued the
Great Commission. Too many Chris-
tians have the tendency to think, ““There
he is, Lord; send him,” when it comes
to responding to missions. The studies
for Youth Week are designed to per-
sonalize the need to declare the faith
both at home and overseas.

2. YOUTH ENCOUNTER

1977 is going to be a great year! A greal
vear for growing churches! A great vear
for growing lives! Young people have
the added opportunity of developing
their Christian lives at the North
American Baptist Youth Congress en-
titled Youth Encounter.

The gathering will be held in beautiful
Winnipeg, Manitoba (the residents as-
sure us that there will be no snow in
July, but rather green grass), on the
campus of the University of Manitoba.
In addition to the dormitories we will be
using the very excellent facilities of the
University Center for meeting rooms
and meals,

Sport enthusiasts will find a wide
range of activities to choose from, in-
cluding squash ball, handball, racquet-
ball, vollevball, basketball, track, ping
pong, football, softball, weight lifting
and swimming.

Romanticists (and others) will enjoy a
late evening cruise on the Paddle
Wheeler along the Red River.

Topping the list of opportunities
planned for the Youth Encounter are
times to interact with God’s Word, mis-
sionaries, Cameroon tour participants,
God's Volunteers and others as God’s

The Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general direc-
tor of the Church Ministries Department
of the North American Baptist Confer-
aence.

claim upon our lives is explored in prac-
tical, meaningful ways.

To gain some benefit from both Ca-
nadian and U.S. holidays the conference
is scheduled for Saturday, July 2, to
Friday, July 8. The week will begin with
supper on July 2 and conclude with
breakfast on the 8th.

The cost for this stimulating week
with several hundred youth (ages 16
through 25) is only $89.00. This includes
lodging, all meals, meeting rooms, rec-
reational facilities, river cruise, program
fee and insurance. Would you believe
this is only 50¢ more than our cost in
19757

If your church does not have enough
registration forms, request yours from
the Church Ministries Department, |
So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Ter-
race, Villa Park, IL 60181.

3. BAPTIST YOUTH WORLD

CONFERENCE

July 19-23, 1978—Hong Kong

It is not too soon to be making vour
plans to attend this conference in 1978.
About 5,000 vouth and youth leaders
from approximately 50 countries are ex-
pected to attend this conference in one
of the most exciting cities of the
world—a city where east meets west!

The Baptist Youth World Conference
is more than just a meeting. It is a time
of participation, sharing and fellowship.
Each day's program at Hong Kong will
begin with small group discussions,
called *“‘core groups.™

““JESUS CHRIST—THE ONE
LIGHT FOR ALL PEOPLE"™ is the
theme of the conference and it will be
expressed through daily emphases of self
identity, culture, faith and mission.

There will be time in the afternoons
for recreation, informal conversations
with other vouth from differing cul-
tures, and for a variety of special in-
lerest activities—sightseeing, government
approved work projects, and musical
happenings.

The evening activities  will  center
around a general assembly in Hone
Kong’s Government Stadium. Music,
drama and pageantry will make cach
program contemporary and meanine{ul.

Young people, 16-35 vears of age,
and vouth leaders: come to Hong Kt;1su
to learn, to share and 1o grow 5o that
Qud can use you to help radiate the
llg_hl of Jesus Christ 10 all people. One
lhtmg 15 certain! The Baptist  Youth
W \_n'ld ‘(‘on!'urcncc can make a WORLD
OF DIFFERENCE IN YOUR LIFE!

For information on N.AB. tours
contact the Rev. Bruce A, Rich for 1|1L"
L!.h..f\. and the Rev. Wenzel Hanik for
(:s.n;ldu: Rev, Hanik's address is: 842
I\-_Imlu Street, Winnipeg, MB. R3G 2RsS
Canada, o
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Up the Stairway
by Dorene Walth,
W.M.U. president,
Bismarck, ND

Lord, show me the stairway I have to
climb! But you say, ““‘No, you must take
one step at a time and live one day at a
lime, trusting me (o guide you.”

Although [ think I'd like to see the
entire stairway, I know it is best for me
not to be aware ol what lies beyond to-
day. Assuredly, I am on “The Way,"
Lord, but obviously I often get *‘in the
way'" of your working.

I did not seek the presidency of the
Women's Missionary Union, nor did |
expect it. Now that you have placed me
in this office, it is evident that you have
carefully prepared me to serve atr this
very time,

I recognize this, Lord, because | have
Just passed a special course in vour
school of life. You have re-taught me
about my humanness and my complete
dependency upon you. I'm aware, now
more than ever, that I am unable o
handle this new three-year assignment.

That is the good part! With my own
c¢fforts out of the way, you will do the
leading. | will only be a 10ol—ap instru-
ment in your hand—which you will yse
to stretch the strengths of Baptist
women on this continent, How exciting

can life be?

God, I can look backward—down the
steps I've climbed and observe your
hand in my life. 1 can look backward
and see how you’ve had vour hand on
MU | oo 0 grath of i

o look forward
;:n’d get going with you in the W.M.U.
this triennium. My role is different, but
you are the same! The Joy of vou is my
strength. Thank you, Lord., -

““Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all
that is within me, bless his holy name.

Bless |h-._' Lord, O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits’ (Ps. 103:1-2).
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New Beginnings — New Year !

1977 brings with it many new opportunities for service. New experiences, new bless-
ings and new beginnings are in store for these new officers of the W.M.U. Each of-
ficer covets your prayers as we all work together in meeting the responsibilities and
challenges that will be ours. The testimonies and sketches which follow reflect and

show forth the “Joy of the Lord.”’

The Joy of the
Lord — In \Noman’s
\Nork

by Dorene Walth,
W.M.U. president,
Bismarck, ND

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on thee: because
he trusteth in thee.”” This promise found
in Isaiah 26:3 has been with me through
delightful as well as difficult times in
leadership.

Women’s work has always been a
part of my Christian life. I was organiz-
ing president of the Willow Rancho
Baptist W.M.S. in Sacramento, CA, in
the late 1950’s—Church Extension at
the time.

While living in Dallas, OR, I became
White Cross chairman of the Pacific
Conference and took an active part in
the Salt .Creek Baptist W.M.S. Two
separate women’s groups united and
became three circles during that time.

Living in Chicago brought more op-
portunities for me to work with women,
for I was elected president of what is
now known as the Illinois Association
W.M.U. and took my turn at the pres-

idency of the Foster Avenue Baptist
Church Dorcas Guild. I am presently
active in the Bismarck Baptist W.M.S.

In 1973 I joined the W.M.U. national
executive  committee  as  editor of
Woman's World. It was a pleasure to
correspond with so many cooperative
Christian  women, including many of
our missionaries.

I am thankful for this background,
for it has given me a great appreciation
for women all over our continent and
their potential in serving Christ.

My desire is to be found faithful in
trusting God for inner peace in the

-
f

midst of my new responsibility, []

The Joy of the

Lord—in Service
by Doris Fehr,

vice president,
Minneapolis, MN

Faith Baptist Church of Minneapolis
has been my home church since I was a
child, as it was of my parents and
grandparents. As a young child [ can
remember my grandmother telling me
that I should be a missionary when |
grew up. I can also remember becoming
very irritated with her telling me this—I

Bottom row, left to rié;m: Mrs. Dorene Walth, Mrs. Irma Koch, Mrs. Bernietta Graf, Mrs. Doris Fehr,

Mrs. Britta Hildebran
Mrs. Myrtle Ertis.

t, Miss LaVerna Mehlhaff; back row: Mrs. Garoline Zeitner, Mrs. lona Quiring,

j.

suppose because it was something 1
knew [ should do but didn’t want to do.
I felt that serving the Lord in my own
church was good enough; he shouldn’t
expect more than that of me. But I
came to the place in my own life where
I had to be willing to do what God
wanted, whether it was serving at home
or on a foreign field—that was up to
him, not me. I have found over and
over again that when our lives are
turned over to Christ, we are called on
to do things or go places that we other-
wise would have no desire for, but in
each instance he gives us the strength as
well as the joy of service.

In 1958 we went to Cameroon as
medical missionaries serving at Banso
Baptist Hospital. We spent two tours in
Cameroon and returned to Minneapolis
in 1968 where we again became active in
the work at Faith Church. We have four
children: Diana is in her first year at
Bethel College; David is a sophomore in
high school; Douglas is an eighth grader
and Doreen is in fifth grade. )

Through the years I have felt my pri-
mary place of service is in the horr?e.
Since my husband practices obstetrics
and gynecology, there are many eve-
nings when he is not at home, so | felt
it important to be in the home. For sev-
eral years now we have enjoyed having
missionaries in our home when they
come home on furlough and come to
Minneapolis for their physical exams.
My husband and | both have been ac-
tive in the Jet Cadet program. At the
present time | serve on the Dcayonncss
board, as assistant organist Ilor the
church and director of the children’s
choir. o

As | look back over the years, IUIs
easy 1o say that the joy of the Lord has
been my ;trcngl]l. It is only with com-
plete faith and trust in the Lord and his
promises that we know that ﬂllﬁl same
joy and strength will be ours in the
years ahead as we serve Christ.

The Joy of the
Lord — In Beginnings

by Caroline Zeitner,
secretary-treasurer,
Edmonton, AB

A joy, unspeakable and wonderful fills
you with delight, as you gel by m.nh
what vou're looking for—your salvation
(1 Peter 1:8). My life is evidence that
God is a rewarder of them that seek
him. My parents provided us with a
Christian home, filled with music and
an example in daily walking with God.

As a teenager God's word became real
and helpful to me. He began teaching
me about his faithfulness.

My life is full of many beginnings.
The wonder of discovering that God
loved me individually and wanted me to
go with him every day was one. Another
beginning was being led to the young
man whose life 1 was to share for
almost twenly years. Together we mar-
veled at God's gift of four sons over the
years.

One of the most challenging begin-
nings was our involvement in the
Church Extension project at Meadow-
lark in Edmonton. This was God’'s pro-
vision of a place to grow in faith and
fellowship with himself and his body. |
began the choir and directed it for thir-
teen years. | also participated with a
small group of ladies in founding our
W.M.S.

Christmas day of 1973 was the begin-
ning of a new way of life for me. God
took home to himself my dear husband.
The Lord has since been teaching me
new lessons—all so precious. His love
and care for me are becoming real and
delightful. I have experienced what Paul
said in 2 Corinthians: “We know sor-
row, yel our joy is inextinguishable.” [

The Joy of the
Lord—In Unity

by Bernietta Graf,
English editor,
Portland, OR

A new vyear is beginning in which we
have the opportunity to *“‘make all
things new” (Rev. 21:5). Even though
some days may be difficult, we can lace
them with joy and confidence because
God promises added strength, guidance
and courage as cach new need arises.

As your editor, I am grateful for this
new avenue of service. Paul in his letter
to the Philippians states: **Make my joy
complete by being of the same mind,
maintaining the same love, united in
spirit, intent on one purpose’ (Phil.
2:2). As we share with one another
through the pages of *“‘Woman's
World,” may we make our joy complete
by this unity of which Paul speaks.

This oneness of heart, mind and pur-
pose can be and should be part of each
arca of my life. This includes: (1) my
family consisting of my husband, Doug-
las, and three children—Gail, 19;
Dwight, 16; and Lynn, 11;

(2) my church family which is the
Bethany Baptist Church of Portland:
(3) my work world which is being secre-

tary-treasurer at the Baptist Manor, a
North American Baptist Retirement and

Nursing Home.

Since this is a new beginning and
challenge for me, may each of you have
hearts full of joy as we pray one for
another. If you have new ideas to share
for these pages, please let me know. We
want 10 make our joy in the Lord com-
plete through loving, caring, sharing

and encouraging one another. [

The Joy of the
Lord —In Priorities

by lona Quiring,
English program
packet editor,
Rogers, MN

First it was in my Bible reading one
day. Then it was the Good News verse
on our local Christian radio station.
Now it’s one of the memory verses in
the first unit of my Sunday school les-
sons: “‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of
God, and his righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto you™
(Matt. 6:33). It seemed that God was
trying especially hard to tell me not to
be a worrier about the “‘things’ of this
life but to really concentrate on his
work first. Then he would take care of
the rest.

For me, right now, [ believe this
means several specific things: (1) being
the best wife and mother 1 can, making
sure I'm not a different person at home
than | am at church; (2) being involved
in the Evangelism Explosion program in
our church, which is one of the most ex-
citing, rewarding and demanding things
I've ever done; (3) teaching my sixth
grade Sunday school kids to know and
grow in Christ; and (4) helping the
women of our W.M.U. to plan and
carry out interesting, worthwhile pro-
erams.

This assignment  of compiling  the
English program packet is an awesome
one 1o me for several reasons. For one
thing, whenever 1 have to prepare even
one program or write one article, i
takes me such a long time. So putting
together a \\hqlc vear's worth of pro-
grams sounds like a very big job! Also,
I wish I knew many more of vou
women, S0 that I_ \\qulgi know whom 1o
Bocker, 1 spreciate. o o oEram
ple and the records of Ad -1? \‘l}\lk u§;1l11-
Barbara Sukut who .|-L o T A

- Tave

. _ edited  1he
packet in prior vears )

and 1 know these
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will be of great help. But | am really
counting on each of you to share your
good ideas with the rest of us. Please
send me programs you have used and
liked, ideas for projects or programs,
special features or devotionals, and
names and addresses of women who
could make a contribution to the
packet. We’ll all appreciate your help
and I'm depending on it! [

The Joy of the
Lord— In the

Scriptures

by Britta Hildebrandt,
German editor,
Edmonton, AB

I am a woman! My name is Britta
Hildebrandt.

My Lord is Jesus! ‘I will instruct you
and teach you the way vou should go; |
will counsel you with my eye upon
you!”" (Ps. 32:8).

My hobby: I am a wife, married to
the most wonderful husband, the Rev.
Klaus Hildebrandt, pastor of the Ger-
man Zion Baptist Church, a bilingual
congregation; [ am a mother of three
active, pre-school daughters; editor of
“Sette der Frau” in Der Sendbote; a
certified teacher.

A new year—a new beginning, Will it
bring joy or grief, riches or poverty, in-
to our lives? Whaltever it may be, let us
thank and praise the Lord for every-
thing now!

The past year has been exciting. |
decided to read through the Bible., Aq
first the task seemed impossible; how-
ever, the Lord supplied the joy and
strength as [ studied and read his Word.
The result of this experience is that my
relationship to Jesus has become more
meaningful.

It seems to me that one of our weak-
nesses as disciples of the Lord Jesus is
the lack of reading, studying and know-
ing the Word of God. **I have laid up
thy word in my heart, that | might not
sin against thee. Thy word i a lamp 1o
my feet and a light 1o my path” (Ps,
119:11, 105). The joy of searching the
\l.'l']|1|lll'(.‘ 1S my \l!'L‘ligl]l.

In the book of Nehemiah, chapter
eight, we read how the Israelites had the
desire to know the Word of God. We,
oo, must have this desire, By hearing
and listening the Israelijes were con-
victed of their sin—and they wept!
Nehemiah and Eurg encouraged them
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not to grieve, but ““. . . be joyful in the
Lord for he is your strength!" (Neh.
8:10). When we read God’s Word, the
Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin and
Jesus will forgive, “‘for everyone who
calls upon the name of the Lord will be
saved” (Rom. 10:13).

We are so privileged to have the
assurance that, whatever the new vear
will bring, by becoming doers of the
Word of God we too will experience
that the “‘joy of the Lord is our
strength.”  What higher, more exalted
and more compelling goal can there be
than to know Jesus! The only way we

can reach ll_lis goal is by searching the
scriptures. [

The Joy of the
Lord —In Life

by Myrtle Ertis,
German program
packet editor,
Kelowna, BC

A new b_eginning is a precious gift of
God £Oming to us in many formsyand at
many ftimes, Just as g clean page in
school meant to me, as a child, a cﬂance
Lo put aside the mistakes of the past, or
on 1]1(_: other hand, probably cha]lcn"cd
me with new and exciting material bso
loday a new bcginning is‘m me an,c}n
Dorlunlly o start afresh or (g bran['l‘
out to bigger and betger achievemens .

A great new beginning came lol.rn
early w_hen, as a child, | experienced (} .
Ne\y Birth; it set the course for g|| H::
Fgﬂf\gf new beginnings which were to

Another beginning for me

as a teen-
ager was when 4 leen

I entered 1}
‘ 5 W 1e doors of
the  Christian Tralning Institute (now

North  American Baptist College) ang
could “study 10 show ‘myu:lf‘ ‘Em
prc_)\-'edl -+ - gaining a wealth 6r joy L[Eg-
an]}.’ Ilvlng and experience for Christj .
service which hag constantly stood e in
good stead. e
Becoming  (he

Waldemar Erjs W
bringing a pew

hnmcmaking

Now my field
church,

wife of (e Rev.
A5 again a beg
k_ind of love, joy
am_l Family t‘C]ﬂ[i()l]\]\Iipv\‘
| of service was in a nc‘\\.'
h, with new face Ver new
capacities according 1o (he need [%“
someone (o stand jp the gap. The oc -Or
stonal change of pastorates has affordL?c-l
many more new beginnings. ’

The arriva] of children in 0
marked a pew hcginning. An
their leaving; our
having left for

inning,

Sy and in e

ur home
d so dig
daughter, Crystal

Soobdly

a major city as g

librarian, and our son, Alexander, gone
for his third year in engineering at a
university. My own profession of ac-
counting offered new beginnings.

A very recent new beginning which
the Lord has graciously given me, and
will help me accomplish, is being your
new German program packet editor.
“The joy of the Lord" shall be my
strength! [

The Joy of the
Lord—In 1977

by Irma Koch,
White Cross chairman,
Forest Park, IL

“This month shall be unto you the
beginning of months. ... (Exod.
12:2). Each one of us receives it: time
to be of service. What will be our re-
sponse? Will it be built around our
home, school, church, family or work?
The choice is ours.
(Continued on page 31)

The Joy of the
Lord —Through

Obedience

by LaVerna
Mehlhaff,

women’s work
director

Daniel purposed in his heart to obey
God. His decision was richly blessed
by God.

As women, what life style are we
choosing for 1977? May 1 suggest
that, as Daniel, we purpose in our
hearts to daily obey God. May we be
willing to be led daily by the Holy
Spirit. He has promised to direct us:
“I will instruct you (says the Lord)
and guide you along the best path-
way for your life”” (Ps. 32:8, Living
Bible). It will be an exciting adven-
ture to see what God will do for each
of us as we daily seek to be obedient
to his leading. His strength will be
sufficient for the tasks of each
day. [J

Von guten Maechten
wunderbar geborgen,
erwarten wir getrost,

was kommen mag.

Gott ist mit uns

am Abend

und am Morgen
und ganz gewiss
an jedem neuen Tag.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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GETROST INS NEUE
JAHR

Die in christlichen Kreisen bekannte Kaete Walter beginnt ihr
Gedicht “*Zum Jahreswechsel” mit den folgenden Zeilen:

Du, der in Ewigkeiten ist und war,

Du hast die Zeit als Lehen uns gegeben.

Ein anvertrautes Pfand war jedes Jahr,

das Deine Guete schenkte unserm Leben. ‘ ‘

Es tut gut, sowohl am Ende oder auch zu Beginn eines neuen
Jahres Rueckschau zu halten auf das Jahr, _das gewesen ist.
Typisch fuer einen Schriftleiter habe ich mir die SENDBOTEN-
Ausgaben des vergangenen Jahres vorgenommen, um mich zu
erinnern, was auf dem Weg ueber den BAPTIST HERALD und
den SENDBOTEN in die Heime unserer Leser gelangt ist.

Das Jahr begann, indem wir gemeinsam nachsannen ueber den
Ausdruck “Viel Glueck im neuen Jahr”, und wir sagten uns:
“Wer um die Bedeutung des wahren Gleucks weiss, der wird eine
grosse Sehnsucht nach dem Vollmass des Gluecks haben, das nur
in Gott zu finden ist”.

Im Februar ermunterte uns das Wort Gottes, inmitten einer
zerfallenden Welt als Christen keine Kopfhaenger zu sein,
sondern ‘‘der Stadt Bestes” zu suchen, indem wir gemaess Jeremia
29,7 fuer sie beten, ‘““...denn wenn’s ihr wohl geht, so geht’s auch
euch wohl”. .

Im Maerz ging es darum, den Sinn in der Arbeit zu finden. Das
Wort des weisen Salomo war uns dabei besonders hilfreich: “So
sah ich denn, dass nichts Besseres ist als dass ein Mensch froehlich
sei in seiner Arbeit: denn das ist sein Teil” (Pred. 3,22).

Im Ostermonat April priesen wir den Herrn, dass es uns als
nordamerikanischem Baptistenbund vergoennt war, 3,000 Bibeln
in die Sowjet Union zu schicken, die uns nur $3,000 kosteten.
Bedenkt man dabei, dass viele unserer Glaubensgeschwister in der
UdSSR bereit waeren, 20, 30 oder auch mehr Dollar fuer eine
Bibel zu zahlen, wenn sie dieselbe nur bekommen koennten, so
koennen wir Gott fuer diese Gelegenheit gar nicht genug danken.
Auf meiner Russlandreise kam ich auch in zwei Gemeinden, die
die dankbaren Empfaenger dieser Bibeln waren. Die eine
Gemeinde, die ueber 2,000 Mitglieder hat, empfing 960 Bibeln,
und eine andere Gemeinde erhielt 160 Exemplare. Die
Dankbarkeit der Geschwister ist unbeschreiblich. Inzwischen
durfte unser Bund 5,000 deutsche Baptistenliederbuecher finan-
zieren, die sehr bald in die Sowjet Union geschickt werden sollen
(siehe: Aus unserem Bundeswerk, Seite 7).

Im Mai wurden natuerlich besonders die Muetter angesprochen
und ermahnt, ihre Kinder in der Gerechtigkeit zu erziehen, die vor
Gott gilt. Einen Monat spaeter erhielten die Vaeter durch einen
Gastleitartikel eine Ermahnung, bessere Vaeter zu sein.

Die Sommermonate Juli-August gaben uns eine Gelegenheit,
die Begriffe Demut, Bescheidenheit und falsche Bescheidenheit zy
untersuchen. Ob dadurch vielleicht unser Urlaub ehrlicher ung
angenchmer ausgefallen ist?

Im September ging es in Verbindung mit dem “Labor Day”
nochmals um die Arbeit in biblischer Sicht. In der Oktoberaus-
gabe berichtete ich ueber die Bundeskonferenz in Portland. Einen
Monat spaeter begann ich im Leitartikel mit dem Bericht von
meinem Besuch in der Sowjet Union, der ueber einige Monate hin
fortgesetzt werden soll.

Im Dezember hielt uns ein Hund eine “Predigt”.

So, das waer’s fuer die Vergangenheit. Was wir
uns bringen? Gott weiss es, und seine Gedanken
des Friedens. Welch ein Trost!

Nochmals soll Kaete Walter zu uns reden:

Und wieder kommt ein Jahr aus Deiner Hand.

Schenk allem Wollen gnaediges Gelingen

und segne dieses neue Lebensland,

dass es Dir volle Aehren moechte bringen!

Vom Schriftleiter notiert

d das neue Jahy
sind Gedanken

RIK



Ergehortzuuns... In letzter
Sekunde ist Mittwoch ein Frank-
furter ,Penner® dem sicheren Tod in
einer Miillzerkleinerungsanlage ent-
ronnen. Der Schleusenwiirter eines
Fernheizwerkes entdeckte den laut
um Hilfe schreienden Mann in

einem neun Meter tiefen Miillbunker,
als sich gerade ein Greifer iiber die
Grube senkte, um den Abfall in die
Verbrennungsanlage zu hieven.

Der schwerverletzte 40 jahrige
Stadtstreicher wurde in ein Kranken-

haus gebracht.
So stand es in der Zeitung. Aber
dieser in der Gosse liegende Mann
hat seinen Schlafplatz nicht in einem
Miillcontainer gewdhlt. Doch der
Straflenrand scheint nicht weniger
gefahrlich. Vermutlich wirmt den
Schlifer noch der Alkohol. Aber was
wird, wenn die kalte Nacht kommt?
Wird der erniichternde Morgen ihn
wieder auf die Beine bringen, bevor
die Straflenreinigung ihn zur Seite
kehrt?

Was wiirden Sie tun, wenn Sie auf

dem Weg zur Arbeit oder nach
Feierabend an diesem Platz voriiber-
kimen? Ich habe mich in Verdacht,
daf} mir morgens nach einer wobhlig
durchschlafenen Nacht unter der
Anti-Rhenwma-Decke als erstes ein-
fallen wiirde, dafl ich ja piinktlich
zum Dienst erscheinen mufl. Abends
wartet schlieflich meine Familie

nach einem harten Arbeitstag anf
mich. Auferdem, ist solchen Leuten
iiberhaupt zu helfen!? Der alte
Bodelschwingh sah das anders. Er

hat in das Herz dieser Leute gesehen.

Fiir ihn waren es nicht ,Penner®.

Er nannte sie ,Briider der Land-
strafle“. Und das hatte fiir ihn und
den am Straflenrand Konsequenzen.
Er nannte sie Briider und war wie
ein Vater zu thnen. Er beschaffte
ihnen Arbeit und hatte ein Zuhause
fiir sie.

Und wir? Wie lange lassen wir
Menschen allein gedanklich am
Straflenrand liegen? Autofriedhofe,
Wegwerfwische und Miillhalden
bringen die Wegwerfhaltung unserer
Gesellschaft zum Ausdruck. Was
nichts taugt und nichts einbringt, ist
Schrott — abgenutztes Material im
Produktionsprozefl. Auch ein
Mensch, der so heruntergekommen
ist? Wenn wir erkennen wiirden,
daf dieser Mann die Verlorenheit
und Beziehungslosigkeit des einzel-
nen in der modernen Gesellschaft
wiederspiegelt, dann wire uns klar,
wie sehr wir hier angesprochen sind.
Dann bekimen wir eine Ahnung
davon, dafl bier ein Stiick von uns
selbst liegt. Ein Stiick weggeworfene
Menschlichkeit, die aufgehoben
werden mochte. Nicht vom Greifer
fiér die Verbrennungsanlage. Sondern
von mir. Von meiner wirmenden
Zuwendung, die aufhért, vom
JPenner zu reden. Die den Schla-
fenden weckt und dann zusiebt,

daf ihm gebolfen wird. So wie es
uns der Samariter gezeigt hat.

Peter Holborn

e

von Edwin-Peter Brandt

“Jeder ist sich selbst der Naechste" heisst
es. Viele Menschen leben auch so. Fuer sie
ist die oben gestellte Frage schon be-
antwortet. Aber sie stellen diese Frage
auch erst gar nicht. Schliesslich gibt es
doch ganz andere Fragen und Sorgen.
Man hat genug mit sich selber zu tun.

Es gehoert Mut zu der Frage: Wer ist
mein Naechster? Denn sie ist ein Schritt
heraus aus dem Bannkreis, wo ich (ljer
Mittelpunkt bin, wo sich alles um mich
drehen muss. Wer hat schon diesen Mut?
Wer kann es sich angesichts der unbarm-
herzigen Gesetze, die im Berufsleben, in
unserer Gesellschaft herrschen, leisten,
die Frage nach dem Naechsten zu s?ellen?
Wie sollen wir mit unseren eigenen
Schwierigkeiten und Problemen fertig
werden? Wer hilft uns dabei? Wer setzt
sich fuer uns ein? Ploetzlich merken wir,
dass wir selber den Naechsten brauchen.

Wer mit Jesus Christus lebt, mit ihm
spricht, der kommt daran nicht vorbei: Er
muss die Frage nach dem Naechsten
stellen. Er kann ueberhaupt erst diese
Frage stellen, weil er sich selber nicht
mehr der Naechste sein muss. Christus,
der Herr, ist ihm Naechster geworden!
Diese Erfahrung macht uns frei fuer den
Naechsten, so wie nur der lieben kann, der
selber geliebt wird.

Das ist schon viel, wenn wir fragen: Wer
ist mein Naechster? Aber es ist noch nicht
genug. Denn solange ich frage, habe ich
die Sache in der Hand. Ich suche mir aus,
welche Antwort — welcher Naechste —
mir passt. Oder ich frage, weil ich
diskutieren will. Weil ich mich um eine
Entscheidung herumdruecken will. Weil
Gedankenspielerei und Wortgeplaenkel
leichter sind als praktizierte Naechsten-
liebe. Man fragt nicht nur, um Antwort zu
bekommen. Man kann auch fragen, um
Antworten aus dem Wege zu gehen.

Jesus ermoeglicht uns nicht nur die
Frage: Wer ist mein Naechster? Von dem
Herrn muessen wir uns auch die Gegen-
frage stellen lassen: Fuer wen bist du der
Naechste? Wer erwartet von dir, dass du
sein Naechster wirst? (Lukas 10,36) .!etzt
koennen wir nicht mehr fragen, denn jetzt
sind wir gefragt. Jetzt koennen wir uns
nicht mehr den Naechsten aussuchen,
denn jetzt sind wir herausgefordert.
Eigentlich ist das klar. Denn wer den
Herrn Jesus als seinen barmherzigen
Naechsten, als Heiland und Erloeser
erfahren hat, wird bereit, sich fuer andere
als Naechster zu bewachren.

Die Liebe Gottes, die wir an Christus
erkennen, lehrt uns zu antworten. Sie

macht uns faehig zur Liebe auch denen
gegenueber, die sich selbst die Naechsten
waren und darum keinen Naechsten
haben. Sie oeffnet uns die Augen fuer die,
die hilflos und ausgebeutet am Rande
liegen, die unter die Raeder gekommen
sind, die an sich und ihren Verhaeltnissen
verzweifeln, fuer die wir jetzt Naechste
werden muessen. Weisst du, wer unter
deinen Nachbarn oder Kollegen sehn-
suechtig darauf wartet, dass du sein
Naechster wirst?

Wir fragen in der gemeinsamen
Verantwortung vor unserem Herrn, und
ueber diesem Fragen werden wir Partner.
In der Partnerschaft wollen wir Naechsten-

\LCHSTER?

liebe praktizieren. Dabei wird wichtig
sein, dass die Fragen nach dem Stil und
der Methode nicht die Frage nach
unserem Naechsten verdraengen. Wer
weiss, ob nicht der, der heute unser
Naechster ist, morgen schon unser Partner
ist, der sich von Christus nach seinem
Naechsten fragen laesst?

Wenn der Herr uns fragt, weil er uns
senden will, allein oder in Partnerschaft —
wie wird unsere Antwort lauten? Das
Gespraech mit der Frage und Gegenfrage
endet mit einem Befehl des Herrn: “Gehe
hin und tu, was der Barmherzigkeit Gottes
in deinem Leben entspricht” (Lukas
10,37).03

Der barmherzige Samariter



JESUS GENUEGT

von Britta Hildebrandt

Er ist das Ebenbild des unsichtbaren
Gottes, der Erstgeborne vor allen
Kreaturen [Kol. 1,19].

Denn es ist das Wohlgefallen gewesen,
dass in Ihm alle Fuelle wohnen sollte [Kol.
1,19].

In welchem verborgen liegen alle Schaetze
der Weisheit und der Erkenntnis [Kol.
2,3].

Denn in Ihm wohnt die ganze Fuelle der
Gortheit letbhaftig [Kol. 2,9).

Es scheint, der heutige glaeubige
Durchschnittschrist lebt in einer gespal-
tenen Daseinshaltung. Dies ist eine ge-
faehrliche Sache, wenn man solche Art
frommes Doppelleben fuehrt. Wird Jesus
dann mit unserem Zeugnis verherrlicht?
Somit leidet unser Christsein an der tiefen
Kluft zwischen Sonntag und Alltag. Am
Sonntag werden wir im Glauben gestaerkt,
um geruestet in den Alltag zu ziehen. Aber
im Alltag haben wir es mit einer anderen
Welt zu tun, die mit Christus nichts zu tun
haben will. Koennte es sein, dass wir
versaeumt haben, unserm Glauben nicht
den Wert zu geben, weil wir Christus nicht
in allen Bereichen unserer heutigen Ge-
sellschaft sehen? Wir wollen Zeugnis fuer
den Herrn Jesus sein in unserer Umwelt.
Sind wir dabei bereit, auf Anerkennung zu
verzichten? Wir moechten doch modern
sein und begehen den Fehler, dass wir
Kompromisse machen. Wir nehmen es
einfach nicht so genau mit dem Christsein
im Alltag.

Ueber die Gemeinde in Kolossae berich-
tet Paulus: "Ich freue mich, wenn ich eure
Ordnung und euren festen Glauben an
Chn‘stus sehe” (Kol. 2,5). Dies ist wahr-
haftlg_ ein Grund zur Freude, wenn eine
Ge{nemde eins ist, und wenn eine Ge.-
meinde im Frieden lebt. Koennte Paulus
ueber unserer Gemeinde ein solch gutes

ALL MEIN ERLEBEN

All mein Erleben
ist Kaempfen und Streben,
ist Suchen nach dir.

Nimm meine Haende,
fuehr du bis zum Ende.
Komm, Jesus, zu mir!

Mach mich ganz stille,
gib, dass mein Wille
in deinem ruh.

Ich muss dich haben,
denn alle Gaben
des Lebens hast du.

Ruth Wagnitz

Zeugnis geben? Oftmals sind wir so
eingenommen von unserer Gemeinde, dass
wir unsere Fehler nicht sehen wollen; und
wir sind stolz ueber unsere friedliche
Gemeinde. Koennte es wohl daran liegen,
dass wir es nicht genau nehmen, oder wir
geben nichts darum, was in der Gemeinde
vor sich geht? Zu einer rechten Gemeinde
gehoert fester Glaube und gute Ordnung,
gegruendet auf das Wort Gottes. Die
Kolosser verehrten Jesus Christus als ihren
Herrn. Diese innere Einstellung des
Glaubens gab der Gemeinde die not-
wendige Stabilitaet.

Wenn wir uns die Gemeinde in Kolossae
naeher betrachten, stellen wir doch ein
gewisses Doppelleben fest. Deshalb mahnt
Paulus: *...auf dass euch niemand be-
truege mit verfuehrerischen Reden” (Kol.
1,4), und “‘Sehet zu, dass euch niemand
betruege mit Philosophie und leerem
Trug” (Kol. 2,8). Wir sehen, dass die
Kolosser in der Gefahr standen, neben
Christus auch noch andere Maechte
anzuerkennen, neben dem Wort Gottes
auch noch andere Worte zu respektieren.
Sie standen in der Gefahr, zwar zu
glauben, aber daneben auch andere

MDrs Bmt.ta Hildebrandt ist die Editorin fuer

Trile'i-. Seite  der Frau” fuer das 1976-79

Frau'?m]m- Maqusknpte fuer "Die Seite der

P sollten an ihre Adresse geschickt werden:
- 77 Ave., Edmonton, AB, T6E 1M2.
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Spezialgebiete zu haben, die mit Christus
nichts zu tun hatten. In unserer heutigen
Zeit stehen auch wir in dieser Gefahr; zum
Beispiel in der Gefahr des Wohlstandes,
Okkultismus und der oestlichen Reli-
gionen. Im Grunde genommen ist dieses
fromme Doppelleben eine Verarmung der
Gemeinde und unser selbst.

Paulus sieht die Gefahr der Gemeinde
in Kolossae. Er bemueht sich, ihnen zu
helfen, um zu einem tiefgegruendeten
Glauben zu kommen. Auch wir sollen eine
Gemeinde sein, die die Hindernisse weg-
tut, welche uns staendig von einander
trennen, um wirklich miteinander U.ﬂd
fuereinander dazusein. Wir als glaeubtge
Gemeinde sollen reich sein an Erkenntnis
und Wissen, welches aus Christus abge-
leitet ist. Diese Erkenntnisse und dieses
Wissen erhalten wir durch das Wort
Gottes, Gebet und durch die Gemeln-
schaft mit Glaeubigen. Paulus will die
Gemeinde anleiten und “‘zu allem Reich-
tum des vollen Verstaendnisses’ fuehren
(Kol. 2,2). Als glaeubige Christen und als
Gemeinden duerfen wir uns nicht mit €in
paar frommen Gedanken zufrieden geben-
Auf keinen Fall duerfen wir christliche
Lehre mit christusfremden Ideen auffuel-
len. \

Unsere Jahreslosung heisst: “In
Christus haben wir alle Schaetze de,l:
Weisheit und der Erkenntnis verborgen
(Kol. 2,3). Die Kolosser konnten dieses
nicht begreifen, und auch uns ist s noch
nicht voll bewusst geworden. Jesus braucht
keine Ergaenzung. In ihm haben wir alles.
was wir brauchen. In Christus erschien
dem Menschen die volle Offenbarung
Gottes. Wir brauchen nichts Zusaetz-
liches! In Jesus sehen wir die volle Gott”
heit im Verhaeltnis zum Menschen, un
diese Offenbarung gibt uns nieman
anders als Christus. Jesus Christus starb
fuer uns, damit wir zu Freunden Gottes
werden. Das ist ein herrlicher Grund,
unseren Herrn zu loben und ihm 2Y
danken. Unsere Vorstellung von Gott ist
zu gering. Wir brauchen kein frommes
Doppelleben zu fuehren. .

“In Christus haben wir alles.” Dies¢
Jahreslosung soll uns veranlassen, Jesus n
die Brennpunkte unseres Lebens zu
ruecken. Erst dann, wenn Wir 'd_”e
Bereiche unseres Lebens unter seiné weise
Fuehrung stellen, wird unser frommes
Doppelleben sterben. Christus will Herr
sein in unserm Denken und Handeln, i1
unserer Familie und Gemeinde, am
Arbeitsplatz, im Alltag und am Sonntag:
Erst wenn Jesus Christus in meinem Leben
regiert, kann mich der Herr gebrauchen
zum vollem Einsatz in seinem Dienst.
Stellt euch vor, was das fuer €in¢
Aenderung in unsern Gemeinden geben
wuerde! Man wuerde alles in der Lieb¢
zum Herrn tun. Wir haetten keine NOb
Mitarbeiter fuer die Gemeindearbeit Z!
finden. Leider macht unser Stolz ums

oftmals zu schaffen. Wir sind aktive
Mitglieder in der Gemeinde und geben
reichlich von unserm Ueberfluss. Wir
haben dabei auch ehrliche Motive, dem
Herrn zu dienen, aber im stillen erwarten
wir auch eine Entschaedigung fuer un-
seren treuen Einsatz. Vielmehr sollten wir
in Demut und anbetender Dankbarkeit
alles als Gnadengeschenk ansehen. Es ist
ein Vorrecht, im Dienst des Herrn zu
stehen. Er schenkt die Kraft und Freude.

Nicht jeder kann und will es begreifen,
dass man allein mit Christus den An-
forderungen unserer modernen Zeit ge-
recht werden kann. Dazu brauchen wir
den Glauben an den Gekreuzigten und
Auferstandenen. “In Christus haben wir
alles!"” Sollten wir nicht stolz sein auf solch
ein Vorrecht, dass wir Gotteskinder sind?
Diese Frohe Botschaft lasst uns in unseren
Alltag tragen, damit gottesfremde Men-
schen auch diesen verborgenen Schatz
finden koennen!

Herr, gebrauche mich zum Dienst an
meinem Naechsten, damit ich nicht
vergebens hier auf Erden bin! Herr,
gebrauche mich in diesem Jahr![J

ZEUGNIS EINER JUNGEN
BESUCHERIN AUS

DEUTSCHLAND

Ja, es ist schon eine aufregende Sache,
zum erstenmal in Kanada zu sein. Wenn
ich es mir recht ueberlege, bin ich mir
dessen immer noch nicht recht bewusst,
dass ich hier bin. Manchmal muss mich
jemand zwicken, um zu sagen: “Du bist
wirklich da”. Und es ist hoechst interes-
sant, die Unterschiede zwischen Kanada
und Deutschland zu beobachten. Zum
Beispiel sind mir folgende Dinge aufge-
fallen:

Wenn man in Deutschland in ein
Restaurant geht und sich eine Tasse
Kaffee bestellt, dann bekommt man eine
Tasse Kaffee; wenn man aber zum
Beispiel hier in Edmonton Kaffee be-
stellt, dann bekommt man Kaffee — soviel
man will. Und dies ist ein sehr positiver
Unterschied. Und was mir noch aufge-
fallen ist: Die Leute hier sind sehr, sehr

von Marlies Kram

freundlich. Das faengt an bei meinen
Gastgebern. Sie sind sehr lieb zu mir, und
auch in dem Restaurant, wo ich die Tasse
Kaffee bestellte, waren die Leute sehr
freundlich.

Doch wenn ich so ueber die Unter-
schiede nachdenke — es gibt sehr viele —
dann ist da eine Sache, die ist in Kanada
so klar wie in Deutschland, naemlich dass
wir hier in Kanada und auch in Deutsch-
land Jesus Christus und seine Vergebung
fuer unsere Suende brauchen. Und das
habe ich schon als kleines Kind erfahren.
Ich war eigentlich erst sechs Jahre alt. Da
habe ich mein Leben Jesus Christus ueber-
geben. Ich kannte Jesus. Meine Eltern
hatten mir viel von ihm erzaehlt, und als
meine Mutter mich fragte, mein Leben
Jesus Christus zu uebergeben, da war es
fuer mich ganz sebstverstaendlich, das zu
tun.

Dann kam spaeter natuerlich eine Zeit,
wo ich Zweifel bekam. Das war um die
Zeit, als ich meinen Schulabschluss hatte.
Ich war 16 oder 17 Jahre alt. Da war ich
mir meines Glaubens nicht mehr so sicher.
Ich wusste nicht recht, ob Jesus wirklich

Gottes Sohn war — und an was ich
glauben sollte. Meine Lehrer ermunterten
mich zum Glauben — meine Freunde

waren wiederum ganz anderer Meinung.

Und ich hatte Zweifel. Doch ich bin froh,

dass ich in dieser ganzen Zeit nicht aufge-

hoert habe, weiter in der Bibel zu lesen.

Denn ich wollte wissen: Wie kann ich

wieder nahe zu Gott kommen, wo ich

einmal war? Und dann las ich eines Nach-

mittags im Johannes-Evangelium die
Worte Jesus: “Wenn jemand meinen

Willen tun will, der wird merken, ob ich
aus mir selbst rede, oder ob das wirklich
Gottes Wort ist”. Ich dachte: Ich will ja
eigentlich Gottes Willen tun. Und das Tun
hat mit Aktivitaet zu tun. Und an diesem
Tag habe ich mein Leben neu Jesus
Christus uebergeben mit dem Vorsatz: Ich
moechte tun, Gott, was dein Wille ist. Ich
lese in der Bibel und moechte versuchen.
ein Leben zu fuehren, das dir wirklich
gefaellt. Und in diesem Lernprozess stecke
ich heute noch.

Deshalb bin ich auch eigentlich hier in
Sanada: zu tun, was Jesus gefaellt, um
cinfach weiterzusagen, was Jesus mir be-
deutet, dass er mir Vergebung der Suende
geschenkt hat, und dass er fuer alle da ist
Das ist‘die wunderbarste Botschaft di.(;
man weltersagen kann,[] l

Marlies Kram arbeitete als Sekretaerin bej

Anton Schulte, Neues Lebe issi
: N 3 en Mi:
in Altenkirchen, Deutschland N




Der Rote Platz mit Kremeltuermen im Vordergrund,
links unten das Lenin Mauseleum, am Ende des
Platzes die St. Basil Kathedrale mit meinem Russia

2. Fortsetzung .
Text und Fotos vom Schriftleiter

Am naechsten Morgen, dem 3. September
1976, mache ich mich fue'r den erste_n
vollen Tag in der UdSSR fertig. Das Ri;ldlo
bringt mehrere Musikstuecke von Brahms
und Verdi. Ich kann drei versch:eder}e
Radiostationen waehlen. Zwei haben ein
klassisches Musikprogramim, und die
dritte spielt ‘“Western Music”'.

Zum Fruehstueck in einem dgr grossen
Restaurants im Russia Hotel bin ich der

Mein A

2ot , 5
usblick vom Hotel Russia
auf St. Basils Kathedrale und

Hotel im Hintergrund.

“rennen, retten, fluechten™ sich vor den
heranpreschenden Autos und Motor-
raedern und verstehen es, unversehrt
davonzukommen. Selbst unser Chauffeur
Paul, der nicht nur ein guter Christ ist und
somit an das Gebot glaubt *“Du sollst nicht
toeten'”, sondern der dazu auch ein
richtiger Gemuetsmensch ist, scheint beim
Fahren alle Ruecksichtsnahme abzu-
schuetteln. Gluecklicherweise hat Moskau
viele breite Strassen, manche sogar mit
acht Fahrbahnen, so dass die Autofahrer
wie auch die Fussgaenger letztlich doch
miteinander auskommen.

ans dem
hundesmwerk

eRev. John McGarvey begann am 15. Okt.
76 seinen Dienst in der Village Green
Baptist Church in Glen Ellyn, IL, als
“Prediger fuer christliche Erziehung”.

g i In den Warenhaeusern scheint die eRev. Richard Quiring beginnt am 1.
: i s Kremelt : - o ¢ i ] X

Gast von Ilia Orlov yd e 1K u}];ﬁgil s gleiche “‘Ich-zuerst” Regel zu herrschen. Januar seinen Predigtdienst in der Faith

Fuer den Einheitsprels von d = TR Wehe wenn sich jemand in der Geschaefts- | Baptist Church in Regina, SA.

(=$1.25) kann man sich S folger;l ;n b ———  —— & - schlange vordraengeln wollte! Und um von

Speisen so viel man will aussuchen: JI De.r Fgrnsel:’!ufm ist ein imponierender Riese einem Geschaeft zum andern zu kommen, eMr. Gary Melntosh, seit 1975 Prediger

Grobes Schwarzbrot, Broetchen, }?{utter. i"“' g:;t:l:"::t‘ reistoeckigen, rotierenden muss man eben die Ellbogen gebrau- der Southwood Park Baptist Church in

1 r « = . % 2

ebratener Fisch, Oelsardinen, Kaese, | chen—. ‘ ' Tigard, OR, dient nach seiner Kuendi-

%.darme]ade gekc:chte Eier, GriesSPEISe. 3 L " Wir besmhtlgen das grosse, mitten 1In gung im November jetzt einer CBA

Fruchtsaft ’ Yogurt und Tomatensaﬁl ﬂ i | -y der Stadt gelegene Schwimmstadion: das Gemeinde in Kalifornien.

Fuer den Kaffee muss man pro Tasse extra - E__gv das Jahr hindurch fuer das Publikum

zahlen. . Der SChri‘f“ﬂEi’tEf vor der 2 geoeffnet ist und fuer die .elnzelnen eRev. David Wick, seit 1970 Prediger der
Dann beginnt meine Moskautour mit o englocke mit dem ausge- ,i] k] Sportarten mehrfach “m?l'tellt ist. Pilgrim Baptist Church in Philadelphia,

Vitali als Begleiter und Dolmetscher. Er  prochenen Bronzestueck. = o3 o gg& Dann halten wir vor einer der rund 40 PA, hat der Gemeinde gekuendigt und

kennt sich besser in der deutschen als in
der englischen Sprache aus. Zuerst geht es
natuerlich zum Roten Platz. Hier 1st_das
Herz der Stadt. Tuerme mit zeltartigen
Daechern erheben sich ueber Gebaeude,
die einst als Kirchen gedient haben.

Die Moskau Universit
einer Anhoehe gelegen, von wo aus
man einen grossartigen Ausblick
ueber die ganze Stadt hat.

aet ist auf

russisch-orthodoxen Kirchen, die noch als
Anbetungsstaetten benutzt werden. Die
Gemeinde ist gerade dabei, ihr Gotteshaus
mit eigenen Mitteln aussen und innen zu
renovieren. Die Frauen in der Kirche, alle

wird ab Februar der Neulandmissions-
gemeinde in Osseo, MN, als Prediger
dienen.

eRev. Melvin L. Warkentin, seit 1972

| mit Kopftuechern selbst bei der Arbeit, Prediger der North Highlands Baptist
Hinter der riesenhohen Granitfnauer g5 f. sind gerade beim Mittagessen. Sie grues- Church in Dallas, TX, wird ab 1. Januar
Kremels sieht man mehrere Kirchen aus : &

weissem Stein mit goldenen Zwiebeltuer-
men. Das Leninmauseleum ist heute ge-
schlossen, so dass man ganz dicht an die
absolut bewegungslose Ehrenwache heran-

treten kann, Vom Mauseleum geht es in
den Park, der sich um die Kremelmauer
dahinzieht, Das Grab des unbekannten

Soldaten mit seiner ewigen Flamme
beeindruckt durch seine einfache Schoen-
heit und den Berg von Blumenstraeussen,
die taeglich von ungezaehlt vielen Besu-
chern an dieser Staette niedergelegt
werden. Taeglich und besonders an jedem
Wochenende kommen Hochzeitspaare
hier und in allen anderen Staedten zu
diesen Ehrengraebern, um den Hochzeits-
strauss niederzulegen. Gedenken die
Brautpaare an ihrem gluecklichsten Tag
der Toten, oder wissen sie einfach von
keinem wuerdevolleren Platz in ihrer
Stadt? Nur ganz wenige Hochzeiten finden
ja in den Kirchen statt—.

Dann gehen wir in den Kremel hinein.
Sofort ist man von der Vielzahl der
Kathedralen und Kirchen ueberwaeltigt.
Hier, mitten im Herzen des Sitzes einer
atheistischen Regierung, erwartet der un-
informierte Besucher einfach keine
Kirchen und ist daher um so mehr ueber-
rascht, neben der Kathedrale Ivan des
Grossen noch die folgenden Kirchen vor-
zufinden:

Kathedrale der Himmelfahrt, Kathedrale
der Verkuendigung, Kathedrale des Frz-

Der Kremel mit dem Obersten Sowjet Regieryngssitz
vom jenseitigen Moskauflussufer gesehen; ein Foto-
motiv, das der Chauffeur Paul vorgeschlagen hatte.

engels, Kirche des Gewandes Jesu und
der Palast der Patriarchen und zwoelf
Apostel.

Keine dieser Kirchen dient jetzt als An-
betungsstaette. Sie sind in Museen umge-
wandelt worden, fuer deren Besichtigung
man Eintrit bezahlen muss. Wir waehlen
die Verkuendigungskathedrale zur Be-
sichtigung. Ich entdecke keinerlei an-
tireligioese Propaganda. Man hat die
Schaetze der ehemaligen Kirche (Ikonen,
Silberbehaelter, Altardecken, Gemaelde)
zur Besichtigung ausgelegt und ueber-
laesst es den Besuchern, sich ein eigenes
Urteil zu bilden. Interessiert beobachte ich
die Gesichter der alten, jungen und auch
ganz jungen Besucher. Waehrend die
aelteren Menschen die liturgischen Gegen-
staende mit grosser Ehrfurcht betrachten,
scheint die ziemlich teilnahmslos drein-
blickende Jugend ueberhaupt kein Ver-
staendnis und Gefuehl dafuer zu haben,

Das verwundert mich nicht, denn seit 50

Russisch orthodoxe Kirche in
Moskau.

Jahren, also seit der Oktoberrevolution
1917, hat die Sowjetunion bewusst darauf
hingearbeitet, das kirchliche Leben zu be-
schraenken, in der Hoffnung, dass es eines
Tages ganz verschwunden sein wird.

Natuerlich bestaunen wir auch die
Zarenglocke, die mit ihren Riesenaus-
massen ueberwaeltigend wirkt. Bei einem
Brand der Kathedrale Ivan des Grossen
fiel sie vom Glockenturm herunter, und
ein grosses Bronzestueck brach heraus.

Die Zar Kanone, einige Meter entfernt
von der Glocke, wurde im Jahr 1586 also
150 Jahre vor der Glocke gegossen, wiegt
40 Tonnen, ist fast 16 Fuss lang — und hat
nie einen Schuss gefeuert.

Nach der Kremelbesichtigung werden
wir vom Chauffeur des Bundeshaus Paul
Prokaptchuk mit dem Auto abgeholt. Er
hat endlos viele Besucher in der Stadt und
Umgebung umhergefahren und kennt die
Stellen mit den besten Fotomotiven. Sein

prominentester Fahrgast war wohl der

Die Zarenkanone aus dem 16. Jahrhundert, die nie
einen Schuss gefeuert hat.

Praesident der Republik Liberia, William
R. Tolbert, der bekannte afrikanische
Staatsmann und immer noch aktive
Baptistenprediger.

Die Stadtrundfahrt ist in mehrfacher
Hinsicht hochinteressant. So sehr ich von
der Waerme und Freundlichkeit der
Russen beeindruckt bin, ebenso bin ich
ueber ihr ruecksichtsloses Benehmen auf
der Strasse erschuettert. Durch das ewige
Schlangestehen daran gewoehnt, immer
wieder einmal zu kurz oder zu spaet zum
Warenempfang zu kommen, haben die
meisten diese Furcht auch auf den
Strassenverkehr uebertragen. Trotz der
hohen Strafen, die ueber sie bei einem
Verkehrsunfall verhaengt werden,
scheinen alle Autofahrer es darauf ange-
legt zu haben, die Fussgaenger wenn nicht
gleich umzufahren, so doch wenigstens
anzufahren. Die Fussgaenger ihrerseits
haben eine Ueberlebungstaktik entwick-
kelt, ueber die man nur staunen kann. Sie

sen uns mit mehrfachen Verbeugungen,
besonders als sie herausfinden, dass Vitali
und ich Prediger sind. Ihre Speise besteht
aus Pellkartoffeln und Borschtsuppe.
Gleichzeitig aber findet im Hauptaltar-
raum ein Gottesdienst statt. Die Gottes-
dienstbesucher kuessen den Sarkophag,
der die Gebeine eines Kirchenpatriar-
chen enthaelt, zuenden Kerzen an und
reihen sich dann in die Schar der singen-
den Anbeter.

Wir nehmen unser Mittagsmahl in dem
dreistoeckigen, rotierenden Restaurant
auf dem Fernsehturm ein. Von hier aus
darf man nicht fotographieren. Es waere
auch kaum zum Fotographieren geeignet,
weil auch Moskau, wie alle Grosstaedte
der Welt, an Luftverschmutzung (Pollu-
tion) leidet, die den Ausblick verringert.
Alexander Saweliev hat sich zum Essen
zu uns gesellt. Er spricht fliessend
Deutsch, hat am Predigerseminar in
Hamburg studiert und kennt meinen
Bruder Siegfried von dessen Oldenburger
Predigerzeit sehr gut. Kleine Welt!

Am Abend nimmt mich Bruder Kulivov
zu einer Ballett-Auffuehrung in den
grossen Konzertpalast, der im Herzen des
Kremels gelegen ist und auch fuer Par-
teikongresse benutzt wird. Die hervor-
ragende Kunst der Musiker und Schau-
spieler beeindruckt mich. Dann ist Pause,
und ploetzlich geschieht das voellig Uner-
wartete.

(Fortsetzung folgt)

ein christliches Buchgeschaeft in Enid,
OK, leiten.

eMr. John Dikkers ist der Prediger der
Cathay Baptist Church in Cathay, SD.

eDr. David W. Lake, Student am Nord-
amerikanischen Predigerseminar in Sioux
Falls, dient gleichzeitig der Plum Creek
Baptist Church in Emery, SD, als
Prediger.

°Rev. C. R. Colletr ist der Prediger der
Bethel Baptist Church in High Prairie,
AB.

*Rev. Etan Pelzer, seit 1968 Prediger der
Ashley Baptist Church, Ashley, ND, wird
ab 23. Januar der Twin Pines Baptist
Church in Cedar Rapids, 1A, dienen.

°Rev. Adolph Braun, seit 1959 Prediger
der Redeemer Baptist Church in Warren,
MI, der die Gemeinde im Wachstum von
einer kleinen Schar auf rund 900 Glieder
erlebt hat, ist ab Januar der Gemeinde-
hirte der Sunkist Baptist Church in
Anaheim, CA.

°Wegen staendig steigender Produk.
tionskosten musste der Prejs fuer BAP-
TIST HERALD/DER SENDBOTE um 50
Cent erhoeht werden. Die Redaktion

bedauert diese Preissteigerung, die i
unumgaenglich war.[ = Splern



gemeindenachrichien

FAIR OAKS, CA. Wir als Sunrise Baptist
Church sind eine englischsprachige Neu-
landmissionsgemeinde. Im Februar 1974
fand der erste Gottesdienst in einem
gemieteten Saal statt mit 18 Personen an-
wesend. Der Fremdenbesuch nahm staen-
dig zu, und so konnten wir mit 58 Mit-
gliedern im Oktober 1974 als Gemeinde
anerkannt werden. Ein Bauplatz von
ueber 5 Acker wurde von unseren Schwes-
tergemeinden gekauft. Durch Gottes Hilfe
wurden die Bauschwierigkeiten ueber-
wunden. Im August 1975 wurde mit dem
Bau begonnen und mit grossem Fleiss und
viel Eigenhilfe vieler Brueder im Dezember
1975 fertiggestellt. Die Kapelle hat vor-
lacufig 300 Sitzplaetze und ausserdem

0desanzeigen

POHL—Fred wurde am 25. Juli 1893 it
Polen geboren. In den zwanziger Jahpy,
kam die Familie nach Kanada, wo ungg,
Bruder in der Gegend von Morden
spaeter Dugald eine Farm betrieb. Nach
seiner Pensionierung zogen die Pohls Nach
Winnipeg und waren hier treue Besuch, .
unserer Gottesdienste. Im Jahre 1972 gi
Frau Pohl heim, und kurz darauf liess Sic
Fred Pohl in des Herrn Tod taufen. Nach
einer kurzen Krankheitszeit ging Br, Pohi
amt 3. November im Alter von 83 Jahl‘en
heim zu seinem Herrn.

Seinen Tod betrauern seine vier Toggy,.
ter, zwei Soehne, 23 Enkelkinder und 54
Urenkel.

Deutsche Baptisten Missionsgemeinde,

Winnipeg, Manitoba
Heinrich R. Goliath, Predjge,

noch Sonntagsschulraeume. Der treue
Herr hat uns reichlich gesegnet, so dass
wir am 7. Nov. 1976 mit zwei Gottesdien-
sten begannen.

Am letzten Sonntag waren 240 Personen
zur Sonntagsschule und 413 Besucher im
Gottesdienst. Unser Prediger Eugen Kern
hat in den vergangenen 2% Jahren 48 Per-
sonen getauft, wofuer wir unserm Herrn
sehr dankbar sind.

Unsere Gemeinde hat jetzt 175 Mit-
glieder. Auch die Frauengruppe ist sehr
taetig. Die Bibel-und Gebetsabende sind
gut besucht. Wir sind eine lebendige,
frohe und dankbare Gemeinde, und
dafuer geben wir unserm Gott die Ehre.
Harry Tonn

GETROST IN
LEBEN UND TOD

Herr Jesu, wenn ich
sterben soll,

lass mich den Tod
bestehen

und deines heiligen
Geistes voll

mit dir zum Leben gehen.

Wenn ich mein Liebstes
lassen muss,

bleibst du mir doch zur
Seite

und staerkst mich hier zu
gutem Schluss

in meinem letzten Streite.

Mein Liebstes, Heiland,
bist ja du!

Dir folg’ ich voll Vertrauen.

Und schliess’ ich hier die
Augen zu,

werd ich dich ewig
schauen.

Martha Mueller-Zitzke
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TREKKING
FOR GOD

by Karen Fluth

I never imagined that I could feel at home being
the only “Whiteman’’ in a small house crowded with
Cameroonians. But that’s exactly how I felt at 1:00 one
morning as I stood watching a group of happy Chris-
tians dancing and singing for God. Their enthusiasm was
really amazing. This experience was one of many that I
enjoyed while being a member of God’s Volunteers '76
touring a remote part of Cameroon.

God’s Volunteers is a new thing here. Early this year a
donation was given to the Belo Field Youth Budget for
evangelism. The youth executives (my mother is advisor)
of Belo Field met to see how they could use the money
and decided to experiment with sending youth teams to
two of the twelve associations of Belo Field to visit and
encourage the churches. So, at the annual Youth Con-
ference, ten youths said they wanted to become God’s
Volunteers. A training course was planned and held at
Mbingo. Only two of the volunteers showed up the first
day. It was then that I and another boy from Mbingo,
Ezekiel Nsah, decided to join also. Next day the four of
us began our training. As the day wore on, four others
joined us. We were told what our purpose was and what
we should expect on our tour. The Rev. Charles Tangwa
instructed us on how to prepare a testimony. Then we
planned the program that we were going to give at each
church we were to visit. Four of us were visiting the six
churches in Akeh Association, and the other four were
going to visit the ten churches in Fundong Association.
By the end of the day we were all excited about tl]e
whole thing, and we regretted that our trips didn’t begin
for another ten days.

Friday afternoon, Ezekiel and 1 walked from Mbingo
to Belo where we met our team leader—Martin Jam. We
walked to Anyajua, ten miles from Mbingo and spent
the night at a friend’s house. We began walking at 6:00
the next day and didn’t arrive at our destination until
6:00 that night. The trek was mostly uphill, and though
it was long, the weather was beautiful. Being young and
healthy, it was a pleasant trip. None of us had ever been
to Akeh before, and we were wondering how we’'d get
there, since you don’t see many people on that path. But
God really was taking care of us; every time there was a
fork in the path, there always was someone to either
point out the way or to walk with us.

Miss Karen Fluth, 17, is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
Jerry Fluth, missionaries in Cameroon. She is a junior in
high school at Hillcrest School, Jos, Nigeria, and resi-
dent during school terms ai Woyke House, Jos. She
wrote the article during a recent school vacation when
she returned home to Mbingo Baptist Hospital in
Cameroon.

Karen setting out.

We slept at the pastor’s house in Saibi (the first
church on our schedule). It was sad to learn that the
pastor’s house was usually vacant since there was only
one qualified pastor for the six churches in the associa-
tion. But Saibi was a wonderful place. The Christians
were expecting us and were really happy to see us. We
ate a lot of fufu before we fell asleep that night.

We put on a varied program including singing,
testimonies, discussion, devotion, Bible quiz and games,
and photographs. Though each day our programs lasted
about 3% hours, the time seemed to fly, not only to us,
but to our audiences too, who really seemed to appre-
ciate what we were trying to do. Although four of the
six churches didn’t have pastors, the Christians were still
“alive;’’ about thirty people showed up at each church,
which was encouraging.

We were really impressed by the kindness of all the
Christians. We were always well provided with food and
a place to sleep. It was great to see their enthusiasm
when at night the Christians would come to the house
we were staying in, bringing all their instruments—
drums, shakers, xylophones, and we’d all praise God
together through singing and dancing.

At the fourth church we visited, Mual, there was

(Continued on page 31)

Ezekiel, Martin and Karen washing clothes by a stream.
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Tax Reform Act of

1976-Who

Benefits?
by Everett A. Barker

Tax reform or tax revision—it all
depends upon how you look at it. Some
feel that reform did not go far enough,
and others feel that it eliminated impor-
tant tax shelter incentives for construc-
tion, oil exploration and job creation,

The tax reform act of 1976 which is
now in effect covers income lax, estate
and gift tax reform. This is the second
major tax law change since 1969 when
extensive changes were made. affecting
charitable giving. At that time the
charitable remainder unitrust, annuity
trust and pooled income fund were des-
lgpaled as the major vehicles for aifts
with income and tax saving benefits.

The new law had some of its impetus
from the fact that large income people
were still able to legally avoid income
tax on much of their income in spite of
the 1969 minimum tax laws. The 1976
tax changes get ten-fold more people
Paying income tax through an increased
Mminimum tax and added in tax prefer-
ences. The difference between a tax
loophole and tax incentives to stimulate
and provide economic benefits can be a
matler of opinion. For instance, the per-
son who deducts interest and property
laxes on his home considers this a legit-
imate incentive for home ownership.
The person who pays rent might consid-
er such tax deductions an unfair ad-
vantage and a tax loophole.

Estate and gift tax reform had its im-
petus because farmers, small businesses
and modest estates were hurt by infla-
tion and federal estate taxes. Our Con-
ference estate planning counselors have
been warning people about the growing
effects of the estate tax. Since the
560,000 exemption was established in
= R

The Rev. Everett A, Barker s estate
planning director of the North Ameri-
can Baptist Conference,
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1942, inflation has made many more
estates subject to tax than originally in-
tended. Congress finally got around to
doing something about it, and the new
law gives significant relief 1o people
with medium size estates. Farmers and
small businesses gained help through a
higher exemption, new valuation stan-
dards and a longer period to pay the
estate tax. It is now estimated that only
57,000 death estates will owe any taxes
in 1977 rather than an estimated
157,000 under the old law,

The new law uses a system of tax
credits which is illustrated below by the
adjusted gross estate a single decedent
can pass tax free:

1977 $120,667
1978 $134,000
1979 $147,333
1980 $161,563
1981 $157,625

A married couple leaving an estate to

the surviving spouse is illustrated below:
Old Law

Gross estate $475,000
Less debts and expenses 30,000
425,000
Less marital deduction
(2 of $425,000) 212,500
212,500
Less specific exemption 60,000
Taxable estate 152,500
Tax 36,450
Reform
Gross estate $475,000
Less debts and expenses 50,000
425,000
Less marital deduction 250,000
Taxable estate 175,000
Basic tax under new rates 46,800
Less credit 29,800
Tax under reform 17,000

Taxes‘saved under tax reform 19,450
(_Thi; tax can be further reduced by a
lifetime gift o the spouse.)

Charitable gifts remain fully deducti-
bl_e at 100 percent. Since most estates
will be paying no federal estate tax,
many Christian people will have more
financial freedom 1o make gifts 1o
God’s work.

There is another aspect to the tax re-
form act which relates to capital gains,
Some people who had highly appreci-
ated property or securities chose not (o
sell_ them because of capital gain by
waited to pass them on at death 1o es-
tablish a new value basis. In the future
the basis date will be Dec. 31, 1976, and
capital gains will he figured from (hay
.date."]'his will tend 10 discourage wai(-
ing for death 1o Pass on appreciated
property. However, there are some com-
putations providing help for small es-

tates. Charitable remainder trusts are an
excellent vehicle to avoid capital gains
on highly appreciated property. This in-
come and gift vehicle will become in-
creasingly important in future years.

This brief article has only attempted
to highlight a few aspects of the tax law
changes. For more information, you
may send for the brochures mentioned
in the ad. It is important to review your
estate plans to see how the tax reform
act affects them. Our estate planning
counselors will be happy to help you
with this review of your goals for your-
self, your family and the Lord’s
work. []

Tax Reform

&Flistate
Planning
Changes

Capital gains and losses
Gift and estate taxes

Joint ownership

Marital deduction

Valuing farms and closely
held businesses

Please send the following free
brochures for more informa-
tion:

[J Tax Reform Act of 1976
[J How the New Tax Reform
Act Affects Your Giving

L] | desire a personal visit
without cost or obligation
to me.

O B by

Name

Street Address

City State/Province

Zip Code

Send to: Everett Barker, North
American Baptist Conference, 1
So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook
Terrace, Villa Park, IL 60181,
Telephone (312) 495-2000.

AN INSIDE NIEW OF NORTH AN\ERICAN

BAPTISTS

Part 3 in a series
by Bruce A. Rich

What a church is appears to be much
more important than where it s, or
what size it is. In examining the records
of 15 randomly selected growing
churches, of varying size and location,
throughout the Conference it was evi-
dent that churches of all sizes and ser-
tings have the potential 1o grow in
membership.

In the selected churches size was not a
determining factor in (he ability 1o
grow. Location does play an important
part, but of those growing churches
sampled, some, by normal standards,
would not be candidates for recognized
membership growth. Wherever there are
umgac!u_&d pcopl‘c. the church can erow.

S:lgmﬁcan! factors  seen in these
studies are related (o whay the church
is—its bremg. The attitude of the people,
their mind-set, appears repeatedly as a
SuStaining  or pivoral point in their
growth rate, |y jg expressed as en-
thusiasm, vision, commitment, friend-
llﬂt‘S_-'i. love and unity. Several churches
specifically  mention sound  biblical
feaching and home Bible discussion
groups as keys to their growth.

Undeniably the pastor has figured as
an identified key personality in many of
these churches. His attitude, preaching,
Bible teaching and leadership style are
important. The pastor's importance in
the growth of the church has been un-
derscored by almost every study that
has been made. Peter Wagner, in his
book Your Church Can Grow, says,
“In America, the primary catalytic fac-
tor for growth is the pastor’ (p. 55). He
goes on to say that the number one vital
sign of a healthy, growing church
“ . lisa pastor who is a possibility
thinker and whose dynamic leadership
has been used 1o catalyze the entire
church into action for growth™ (p. 57).

Churches that have a plan of outreach
to their community and who faithfully

The Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general direc-
tor of the Church Ministries Department
of the North American Baptist Con-

ference.

follow it experience results in conver-
sions, baptisms and new members, as
well as creating a new spirit of expec-
tancy and aliveness in the church. In
very few cases will churches find success
in outreach plans unless the pastor is in-
volved in giving leadership and support.

Many of our older churches are de-
clining churches which have a “*what is
the use’” attitude of defeat. Generally a
pastor, or visionary lay person, who at-
tempts to bring change in the situation
grows weary and impatient and gives up
before much is accomplished. The in-
grained traditions and attitudes within
the church over a period of time become
almost impossible to change.

David Mains, in Full Circle, describes
some of the attitudes and resistances
met by a group of new-thinking young
adults who, by agreement, were to help
rejuvenate a long-established, traditional
church. He writes,

What we hadn't counted on was the

tremendous pull into the past that

Zion church exerted on so many of

our congregation. The name itself, the

building, the fastened church pews,
the off-key organ were all symbolic of
things so many of our young people
had rejected and were determined not
to submit to again. . . .

... We had also not anticipated the
inability of the Zion regulars to pro-
vide sociability on levels to make the
transfusion group feel welcome. . .
If you have not forced yourself con-
tinually to reach out from comfort-
able in-groups through the vears of
aging, it is more than difficult to
begin such activity late in life (p.
145).

The institutionalizing process in the
church had shaped attitudes and tradi-
tions further in that

The Zion people were building-

orientated. . . . Many of these people

had helped to pay for that very build-
ing, and unconsciously it had become

a shrine devoted to middle-class work

ethics as well as having symbolic re-

ligious overtones. Consequently, the
theory of the church in the market
place, and possible use of other gifts
of the Spirit, was next to impossible
for them to assume.

Moving the prayer group out of the
austere basement room with its con-
notations of ‘midweek service’ and in-
to the warm informality of homes
which would be more conducive to
personal sharing was met with ‘Why
move? We've always done it this way’
. . it seemed impossible to initiate
any psychology different from the one
that viewed the building as the focus
of sociability and spirituality (pp.-

147-148).

This one church is typical of many
North American Baptist churches and of
the attitudes which become deeply in-
grained in our mode of thinking and
style of life. These traditions and at-
titudes form a security which many peo-
ple will cling to tenaciously. While ig-
noring or trying to forget threatening
facts, they will repeatedly try to meet
current problems with yesterday’s solu-
tions.

The fact that the Conference is grow-
ing indicates that a majority of the
churches are building their membership,
and the Profile Survey suggests they
have a desire to do more. It should be
stated that the Conference cannot build
a Church Body; this is a responsibility
and privilege of the members locally.
From the Conference and Association
perspective must come such things as vi-
sionary thinking, stimulation, a caring
support, resources and counsel.

Continued and accelerated growth in
the churches may be enhanced by:

I. A greater awareness of the need
and command to add new
members.

2. The setting of further definite, at-
tainable goals so people can ex-
perience a sense of accomplish-
ment.

3. Greater communication and inter-
dependence between Conference
departments, Association commit-
tees and local churches.

4. Pastors and leaders opportunity to
acquire new knowledge, skills and
inspiration.

5. Recognizing that a variety of ap-
proaches and solutions are needed
o meet the divergence of prob-
lems that hinder church growth,

6. Helping churches 1o be flexible,
adaptive and creative in (hej
ministry. Not that they are with-
out sound structure, but more that
111-l.‘_v can be free (o respond (o
bring abc_xut greater fulfillmeny of

ersons “hievi
Fcncinng\ ll:Siraé;glj.w'n-% i SxpRys
(Continueg gIVen potential,
n page 3])
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by Rev. Bruce A. Rich

Bible centered teaching.
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DOES CHURCH GROWTH INVOLVE ME? Yes,
church growth involves YOU! Churches don’t grow un-
less the individuals who make up the churches grow,
Members of the church set the tone, the attitude and the
climate that rules that particular body of believers.
Without fully recognizing it, many church members
have developed poor attitudes, which in time permeate
the whole church. These attitudes are evident to visitors
and observers. When these attitudes persist they develop
into symptoms of a sick church. Let me list some ex-
amples of such symptoms:
1. When your membership becomes stagnant. Lacks
vision and commitment.
2. When your average attendance begins to stabilize.
Your outreach is weak.
3. When your leadership wants to reduce involve-
ment and combine classes or programs.
4. When your visitation efforts decrease and disap-
pear.

The Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general director of the

Church Ministries Depariment of the North American
Baptist Conference.

Friendliness and love.

Meaningful worship.

A greater community e;;vareness of the church.
5. When you begin to blame circumstances for your
lack of growth.
6. When leaders and teac i
few that are attending or participating.
7. When you stop caring about Inactive members.
8. When your board or commitiee meelmgi are
poorly attended, dry or have los_t their appeal.
9. When you see leaders losing their ent'humii.sm. i
10. When your leaders begin 10 rationalize
justify why the church is not growing.

hers are satisfied with the

CHURCH GROWTH STRATEGY )
To help you analyze any symptoms [h'?ite T:%eb:eﬁré-
dent in your church, and help you prov

. i . iries Department has
dial action, the Church Minis e

developed a Church Growth Srra!egy.h L
identify factors that contribute to churc ugr N s of
plan and prepare for church growth, yo L gl
sickness can be changed to signs of stre gs A
weak areas can be turned into working area

ministry. . )

January 1977 is the ume¢ for ¢ o talized
Conference to initiate their owWn Dlafclﬁ o Rev. Henry
G, Ry church. Thie b Ray tH\?fli-tSh évery Association
G. Ramus and myself have me

i mittee to
inistri cetiapn education com
church ministries or Christial T ble 10 help your

€quip them and help them 1O in our Conference,
Church, We, as well as other workers 1 d their leaders to
are available to meet with churches 2;: for growth.
elp you evaluate and begin to set 80 e can accomplish
Working and sharing toge[her . it alone. We need
More than if each church 111€S to god each other as in-
cach other as churches just s We ngeencouraging to one
dividuals, So let’s be supportive an
another, : ur churc
What do you want to s€¢ happen in ¥O
Colllld experience:

iri 1
reater spiritual growtit &
a 0 f the spiritua

urches throughout ihe

h? You

ity of members;

and matur ers;
" 1 needs of your com

2. an awareness ©
munity; o at
3. a S])ir)i/[, of aliveness, the.E?CImg th
happening in our church‘,n Ly
4. an increase in attendance ¢
ings; .
5. an increase in givings
6. a greater community av
7. people getting involved I! by
8. growth in church member

«gomething is

arious church gather-

qwareness of the church;
(3 <

1 outreach;

A thorough
discipling ministry.

Your church could experience several of these benefits
this year if you as a church have a desire and commit-
ment to do so. We believe every church can set goals in
several areas, including outreach contacts, and achieve
results in church growth.

God’s promise is that he will empower us, equip us,
give us wisdom, boldness and courage. Each of us needs
to prayerfully ask, “Am I the member that can make the
difference in Christ’s Body to bring it to action and
growth as he intended?’’ Let’s get going and growing! []

©hinking
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS

‘REPORT

ROCK RAP!

DS, I, CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT

by Reuben Grueneich

JANUARY 1977

“Rock Rapids! Church Extension? Never heard that g
we had a church started there.”” These were my first re-
marks when I had received a phone call to see if I was
interested in a call to Church Extension. Rock Rapids is
situated about 32 miles from Sioux Falls, SD, with a
population of about 3000. The town is a friendly place,
and the people have been very open.

The work here was started with Bible study in March
1975; a room in the bank basement was used until it was
outgrown. In October 1975 evening services began, and
in January 1976 morning and evening services plus

Thursday evening family night classes for all ages, were
started, meeting in a Christian school building which was
vacant at the time. Sunday school classes for all ages
have been set up; Sunday evening we have several youth

groups meeting and just recently have started a choir
under the leadership of one of our college students at-
tending Sioux Falls College. We have been fortunate to
have classrooms plus piano and desks for our use. This
has been a great help to our Christian education pro-
gram.

We have been thrilled with the enthusiasm of our peo-
ple _attending our services, Under the leadership of a
seminary student they have done very well. The group
now averaging between 50-60 has been going from door
to door handing out invitations to attend the services.
Vacation Bible school proved a blessing with attendance
of 55 children and staffed by those attending our ser-
vices. The youth have been a real inspiration too. They
had a booth at the fair distributing Christian literature
and a puppet show or story time twice for the boys and
girls. As a result one young man made a decision for the
Lord, and some new contacts for follow-up were made.

The opportunities of our community are many. There
are people who have not been reached for Christ in spite
of many different churches. The city is growing. We
have some small industry started. There is great interest
in the community for a Baptist church even in the small
surrounding towns. We thank the many people who care
and are concerned about the work here in Rock Rapids.
We are looking forward to your prayerful and financial
support in the work of Church Extension. [

The Rev. Reuben Grueneich is the pastor of Faith Bap-
tist Church, Rock Rapids, I.A.
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SHARING

by Marlene Ginter

““Am I ever excited about what hap-
pened tonight!”” Bob Walther, GOD’S
VOLUNTEER’S director, shares enthu-
siastically with team and church mem-
bers of the First Baptist Church in
Jamesburg, N.J., the events of the eve-
ning: Together with a church member
he had spent it sharing the reality of
knowing Jesus Christ in a personal way
with people in the community. At the
beginning of one of the calls, the people
had been very hostile and non-respon-
sive, However, as Bob proceeded with
the survey and shared the “Four Spiri-
tual Laws’ a complete change of atti-
tude was noticed. Upon learning that
they could know Jesus Christ in a per-
sonal way, all four individuals in this
home prayed to receive him as their
Saviour and Lord. When Bob and his
calling partner left, four new Christians
expressed their thanks for the call and
also their eagerness to have someone
come back to share in a Bible study
with them.

This is just one of the many exciting
reports in the share times following an
afternoon or evening of calling.

Door-to-door calling is, indeed, an
adventure. First of all, the callers
(church members and team) come to-
gether for assignments and prayer. We
as team define our witnessing as ‘‘shar-
ing Christ in the power of the Holy
Spirit and leaving the results up to
God.”

hod's
Vohmieers
report

In our calling we use a “religious
opinion survey” to find out the com-
munity’s opinions, and from that we are
able to offer our help whether it be a
church home, knowledge of the way to
salvation, or simply friendship.

To the survey question of ‘“What do
you think is man’s greatest spiritual
need?’’ we have found more than 75
percent answer ‘‘to be loved and to
love.”” Many people reply to the ques-
tion “Who is Jesus Christ?” by saying:
““The Son of God."” However, only few
realize that they can have a personal
relationship with God (I Tim 2:5).

On each call we try to keep the door
open for future contacts. Therefore, in
an attitude of love, concern and cour-
tesy, we share our faith as far as the
people are willing to listen.

People respond to our survey in dif-

ferent ways—some are closed and not
interested, but most are cordial and will-
ing to spend some time with us sharing
their opinions. It is special joy and en-
couragement to us when some express
their gratitude for our coming to their
door.

After the presentation of the gospel,
one man in Woodside, N.Y., shared
with my calling partner (a church
member) and me his amazement and his
thanks. He said, ‘‘Your sincerity and
your willingness to come back to our
door three times is something that
speaks to me of dedication and genu-
iness. All of my life, I've gone to
church; but it was just a compromise
with God. When 1 make my commit-
ment to him I am serious and want to
surrender my complete will to his. Your
coming here today has influenced me a
step closer in this direction.”

This is just one incident where we
have found our faith strengthened. How
encouraged we are when we leave a
home and there is joy and the assurance
of eternal life, where before there were
doubts and uncertainty!

Sometimes we do not receive visible
results from our efforts. It is then that
we are reminded that all that God re-
quires of us is to go and do our part.
The Holy Spirit will continue to work in
the lives of the people we have come in
contact with.

We as a team would like to encourage
those who are not always seeing, in
human terms, visible results of their
witnessing, and we would like to leave a
reminder that the task is simply to go—
to go and tell our world about the claim
that Jesus Christ has on each one of our
lives. [

cturing Your Daily Life
on Faith

Fareword by Stuphen Otford

by Ronald Susek

SEEING IS NOT BELIEVING

SEEING IS NOT BELIEVING is an analysis of what
God meant historically when He used the word FAITH
in the Bible. On this basis the book then engages in
strong application so that modern man might be able to
experience the Faith-Life in everyday living.

This book relates faith to a wide spectrum of human
experiences such as grief, failure, and success. It presents
a practical picture of how the Christian faith can em-
power a man to handle the day-by-day reality of the here
and now. Finally, it widens one’s understanding of faith,
to the end that a person’s ability to live a fulfilling life
may be realized.

Size 5 x 8. Suggested retail price: $2.45

Order from
Master's Press Inc.,

Twenty Mills Street

Kalamazoo, Ml 48001
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

The Rev. and Mrs. Fred Klein of Sac-
ramento, CA, were honored at a 50th
wedding anniversary celebration by their
children and the congregation of the
First Baptist Church, Elk Grove, CA,
on Sept. 26, 1976. They are members of
the First Baptist Church, Elk Grove,
where Rev. Klein is minister of visita-
tion.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Pfaff celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on July
11, 1976. They are members of the First
Baptist Church, Goodrich, ND.

Mr. and Mrs. John Felchle celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary on Sept.
26, 1976. They are members of the First
Baptist Church, Goodrich, ND.

Mr. and Mrs. Sam (Tusnelda) Miller of
Camrose, AB, celebrated their golden
wedding anniversary on Aug. 8, 1976.
They are active members of the Fellow-
ship Baptist Church, Camrose.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Thole were
honored on their 50th wedding anniver-
sary by an open house at Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Stafford, KS, June 13.
Hosts were their children: Mrs. Leon
Bill, Sioux Falls, SD; Mrs. Richard

Feldman, and the Rev. Bernard Thole
Auburn, WA. '

EDMONTON, AB. Missionary  con-
ferences are as exciting at home as they
are abroad. Central Baptist Church par-
ticipated in the missionary conference
held for Edmonton and district churches
from Oct, 13-17, 1976.

On Oct. 17 the Rev. Wilfred Weick
Japan, spoke, and Dr. Richard Schilke’
ggneral missionary secretary, presemeci
shde; of our Baptis mission work in
_Braz:l. The Saturday morning breakfast
n our rghurch was chaired by Ron Beré
The ‘Tnlones of Edmonton provided thé
special music. Eunjce Kern, Cameroon
and Fred Moore, Japan, shared with u;
some problems and triumphs in their
Fle}ds of service, During this time the
children had a separate rally with Dr
an_d 'Mrs. Dieter Lemke, Cameroon. Dr.
Willi Gutowski, Nigeria, brought the
message Sunday morning.

Plelw R'ev. ‘Richur(_l Rflhcnhors[, Brazil;

aul  Yangchj, Nigeria, and Samson
Kama, . Cameroon, students at
N.A.B.g., Edmonton; apd the Rev.
J(__)hn. Binder, stewardship and commu-
meanons secretary, also participated in
the conference, We  were challenged
anew Lo pray and give without ceasing
Lo l}u‘: missionary cause of our denom-
nation. (Evelyn Schneider, reporter.)
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EDMONTON, AB. The fall program at
Northgate Baptist Church has many,
varied aspects. Recently we dedicated
new facilities, a large, one-room
“school’” unit (pictured), for the Lord’s

work. This will be used extensively in
our new Family Night Program which
was just begun. It will house our grow-
ing junior high class during Sunday
school and the club work during the
Wednesday Family Night. Our recently
formed youth choir has been ministering
to us and has become a real blessing.
They recently ministered in song to the
Parkland Baptist Church, Spruce Grove,
AB. We are looking to the Lord for
great and wonderful things as more op-
portunities are given to serve and
become involved in the work he has
given us here. (I. Eggert, reporter.)

ELK GROVE, CA. The Rev. and Mrs.
Fred Klein of Sacramento, CA, cele-
brated his 50th year in the ministry on
July 4, 1976. Mr. Klein has been minis-
ter of visitation at the First Baptist
Church, Elk Grove, CA, since 1973.
Prior to this he served North American
Baptist Conference churches in Bis-
marck, ND, 1926-29; Washburn, ND,
1929-34; Wasco, CA, 1934-1942; Cal-
vary Baptist, Stafford, KS, 1942-46;
First Bapust Colfax, WA, 1947-65;
Minnetrista Baptist Church, St. Boni-
facius, MN, 1965-72; and as interim
pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Dickinson County, Hope, KS, in 1972.
Mr. Klein graduated from the North
American Baptist Seminary in 1926 and
was ordained in Bismarck, ND, that
same year. Mr. Klein is married to the

former Ella Shrenke of Ashley, ND.
The Kleins have a son, Mr. and Mrs.
Eldon Dwight Klein and three children,
Loomis, CA, and a daughter, Mrs.
Florence Royer and children, Huntsville,
AL.

BENTON HARBOR, MIl. From our
Napier Parkview Baptist Church, the
newly formed group of “‘Keen-Agers,”
pictured with Pastor Herman Effa and
youth pastor, Robert Brown, toured the
North American Baptist International
Office, Oakbrook Terrace, IL, on Oct.
27, 1976.

October 22-24, Dr. Ralph Powell,
N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD,
thrilled us all with his messages on the
Holy Spirit. )

The Omegans took a mystery (rip
which was a tour of our county jail with
Sheriff Jewell from our church on Oc-
tober 24. In the last month this group
toured various Christian colleges to help
them plan for their future. During Oc-
tober our church family enjoyed a ‘‘Fall
Musical Night’' by our teen-agers.

We, as a church, were involved with
“Here’s Life America’ in November.
Things are really humming here at
Napier Parkview Baptist. Praise God!
(Lois Breitkreuz, reporter.)

PAUL, ID. On September 26 the First
Baptist Church of Paul held a baptismal
service. The Rev. Henry Barnet baptized
Mrs. Penny Kindig, Mrs. Sadie Patton,
Danny Renz and Jeffery Duff. During
the following Sunday morning worship
service, these new members were given
the hand of fellowship.

The Oregon-ldaho Association  Ses-
sions were held in our church Nov.
11-14, 1976. Delegates and friends came
from the Portland, Salem and Dallas,
OR, area. The speakers included Miss
Lucille Wipf, missionary to Japan; Dr.
Roy Seibel, N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux
Falls, S.D.; and the Rev. H. J. Wilcke.
(Lavone Tuckness, reporter.)

TROCHU, AB. On Oct. 17, 1976, Pas-
tor John Hoffman became the new pas-
tor of Trochu Baptist Church. Pastor
Hoflman, his wife Lois, son, Stephen,
and daughter, Laura Anne (pictured)
come to us from Medicine Fat where he

was assistant pastor at Temple Baptist
Church. On October 24 the church had
a welcome service, with musical selec-
tions, words of welcome from the
church by Mr. H. Strohshein and a
response and prayer by Pastor Hoff-
man. Guest speaker was the Rev. R.
Grabke of Carbon. We are looking for-
ward to God’s blessings in the months
and vears ahead. Following was a pot-
luck 'supper with a time of fellowship.
(Mrs. Anne Thomas, reporter.)

HUNTER, KS. The Bethany Baptist
Church observed Harvest Mission Festi-
val Sunday, Oct. 17, 1976, with the
Rev. and Mrs. George Lang, Sioux
Falls, SD, as guest speakers for the
morning and evening services. They ex-
plained one interesting display of
African curios and Mrs. Lang led the
congreeation in singing an African song.

The ‘_;'mmg people made a harvest dis-
play of garden and field produce arou‘ncl
antique home and farm implements for
the occasion. ' .

A fellowship dinner was enjoyed in
the church basement following the
morning service. The offering for the
day was $3100. The Rev. Douglas An-
derson is the pastor. (Mrs. Robert
Wirth, reporter.)

BEULAH, ND. The Immanuel Baptist
Church held a Round Robin Missionary
Conference with the Rev. and Mrs,
Robert Lennick, Cameroon; and a Har-
vest Mission Festival with the Rev. Har-
vey A. Motis, Cameroon, and the Rev.
Fred G. Moore, Japan, speaking in the
morning and afternoon services, respec-
tively., Our mission offering totalled
$3,819.45 for foreign missions and
$1,686.26 for home missions.

A farewell open house for the Rev.
and Mrs. George Neubert was held.

The Women’s Missionary Society ob-
served its annual program on Oct. 17,
1976, and the Baptist World Day of
Prayer on Nov. 1. (Mrs. A. E. Moos,
reporter.)

LYNNWOOD, WA. The Rev. Kenneth
Schmuland, along with the members of
Cypress Baptist Church, Lynnwood,
WA, witnessed the public declaration of
faith through baptism of seven fellow-
believers, (pictured). Afterwards, these

seven, along with two others, were ex-
tended the right hand of fellowship and
were welcomed into the “family” of
Cypress Baptist. We praise the Lord!
(Ellen Moore, reporter.)

MARION, KS. Friends, relatives,
former pastors, and their wives and
former choir members of Emmanuecl
Baptist Church gathered at Eastmoor
United Methodist Church on October
12, 1976, to enjoy a choir appreciation
banguet and to pay tribute to present
choir members, the pianist and choir
director. About 135 attended.

A “This Is Your Life, Levi' skeich
was presented through slides and narra-
tion as a tribute to Levi Suderman,
choir director. Mrs. Dean Duke nar-
rated as slides of interest were shown
along with tape recordings from Allen,
Leland and Bob, sons of Mr. and Mrs.
Levi Suderman.

Brothers and sisters shared in the
program with interesting events of
childhood days. A former professor of
Mr. Suderman, Herbert Richter of
Hillsboro, the Rev. Melvin Warkentin
and Pastor Bill Cowell also gave appre-
ciative remarks.

Certificates of appreciation were pre-
sented to Mrs. John D. Hetr, who has
served as pianist and organist of the
church for 30 vears and to Levi Suder-
man who served as choir director for 11
vears. At the close of the program, a
mass choir of present and former choir
members sang. The Rev. Elton Kirstein
closed with the benediction. (George
Galliart, reporter.)

HEBRON, ND. Five candidates were
baptized on June 17, 1976, by the
pastor, the Rev. Herbert Schauer. Mr.
and Mrs. Elmer Hauff, Mrs. Harlan
Voegele, Kevin Heinle, Kevin Martin,
and Mark and Marvin Hauff (pictured)

were received into membership along
with two others who became members
on their personal testimony. Two more
members  were added in August by
transfer of church letter.

The Rev. Harvey Motis, Cameroon,
the Rev. Robert Lennick, Cameroon,
the Rev. Fred Moore, Japan, and the
Rev. Richard Rabenhorst, Brazil, were
guest speakers during a missionary con-
ference held Sept. 30—Qct. 3, 1976. The
annual Harvest and Mission Festival
was observed on October 3.

Special services were conducted by the
Rev. and Mrs. Reuben Grueneich, Rock
Rapids, A, from Oct. 18-24. We were
richly blessed by these services which in-
cluded a children’s siory by Mrs.
Grueneich, and a challenging message
by Rev. Grueneich each evening. (Mrs.
R. Stanley Schneider, reporter.)

BROOKLYN CENTER, MN. The
Minnesota-LaCrosse Association held its
annual meeting at Brook Park Baptist
Church, on Sept. 10-11, 1976. The
theme was “‘Spare Not,” with the kev
verse being lsaiah 54:2. The openin'g
session of the Association was a won-
derful  worship experience! Riverview
Baptist Church choir sang, and the Rev.
Fred Folkerts, associate secretary  for
overseas missions, spoke on *“The Place
of the Local Church in the World.”

The Rev. and Mrs. Wilfred Weick
missionaries, Japan, were with us, ami
he spoke.

Al the banquet, the Rev. John Hisel
N_orlh American  Baptist Semillar\"
Sioux Falls, SD, spoke on the .v.uhicﬁ‘
“Your Place in the Warld " Y

Our business deliberations were under
the  capable leadership  of Nor .
Glewwe. The election resulted in th ?dn
lowing: moderator, the Rev De ot
Decker; moderator-elect, A] Q{,;r' Or‘lald
cprding secretary, Karep Gr\\..m_g‘ PR
tical secretary, Nancy Bynckgls.‘ Statis.
surer, John Firlko;- N.A 111113 reg.

ot Generyl
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Council representative, the Rev. Leo
Reck, and alternate, the Rev. Terry
Jarosch.

The next Association is to be held at
Bethany Baptist Church, Hutchinson,

MN, in September 1977. (Leona
Duemke, reporter.)
CEDAR RAPIDS, TA. The 140th ses-

sion of the lowa Association of North
American Baptist Churches convened
Sept. 16-19, 1976, at the Twin Pines
Baptist Church. The sessions were mod-
erated by the Rev. Werner Lemke. The
following resource personnel graced our
sessions: Dr. Ralph Powell, professor of
Theology and Philosophy of Religion,
N.A.B. Seminary; the Rev. Richard Ra-
benhorst, missionary to Brazil; Dr. G,
K. Zimmerman, executive secretary,
N.A.B.C., the Rev. Milton Zeeb,
South-Central Area secretary. The re-
source personnel and devotional leaders
enlarged upon the theme: *“The Greatest
Is Love.” .

The guest speaker at the Ladies’ Lun-
cheon was Mrs. Bea Pankratz, Chicago,
IL. The new officers for 1977 are Mrs.
Barbara Sukut, president; Mrs. Marge
Asby, vice-president; Mrs. Ruth Jacob,
secretary-treasurer; Mrs.  Ben Aning,
White Cross chairman.

Douglas Schuller, coach at the Sum-
ner Schools, was the guest speaker at
the Men’s Luncheon. The new officers
for 1977 are Mr. LeRoy Kooiker, presi-
dent; Mr. Edwin Reiter, vice-president;
Mr. Jim Nelson, secretary-treasurer.

The 1977 officers of the Iowa Asso-
ciation are moderator, the Rev. Phyl
Putz, Parkersburg; moderator-elect, the
Rev. Morris Motley, George; recording
secretary, Harry L. Johnson, Elgin;
statistical secretary, John Wagenaar;
and treasurer, Robert Kluiter, Parkers-
burg, IA. (Harry Johnson, secretary.)

LAY AR Tt s encouraging to
resume the regular program in the fall
gnd worship together as a church fam-
ily. We watched with excitement during
the summer as progress was being made
on the addition of the third floor to our
C.E. facilities of the Brentview Baptist
Church. It is now completed and in
use—I15 additional classrooms—which
have been dedicated to the continuance
of teaching God’s Word and fellowship
for young and old.

A farewell service was held for Pastor
Arlyn and Carol Thielenhaus and their
sons, Mark and Timothy, on October
31, 1976. We thank the Lord for the
three years of ministry with the Thielen-
hauses and trust God will lead them in
the future as they continue to serve
him.

Pastor Harold Kokot continues in his
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capacity as Minister of Visitation gnd
C.E. and has assumed administration
responsibilities until a full-time pastor
accepts that staff position. The Rev.
Bernie Smith began as interim pastor on
December 1. He has been active in
youth work and as music director at the
Baptist Leadership Training School in
Calgary. We are thankful for his en-
thusiasm for the Lord’s work. (Mrs.
Linda Ohlhauser, reporter.)

MILWAUKEE, WI. In German Zion
Baptist Church the theme, ‘“He is
Lord,” is ringing. With this as his
theme, the Rev. E. Babbel challenges his
congregation; many are experiencing a
new joy and peace in their hearts. Pic-
tured are 10 baptismal candidates who

THINE
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wished to signify to the fact that Jesus
has become their Savior and now want
to let him be Lord of their lives. (Erna
Ziegler, reporter.)

BELLWOOD, IL. On Oct. 20, 1976,
God’s Volunteers music section began a
week-long crusade in First Baptist
Church and our community. Each after-
noon, accompanied by members from
our church, they called on homes in
Bellwood. Each evening they appeared
refreshed to present another program of
song and testimonies for all who wanted
to hear.

On Friday evening the follow-up sec-
tion, including our own David Robin-
son, joined the singing section. Saturday
evening over 100 young people from
N.A.B. churches in the arca attended a
coffee house hosted by our youth group.

The entire crusade was a great suc-
cess; 848 survey calls, 543 contacts, and
60 follow-up calls were made. There
were fifteen decisions for Christ.

The presence of God’s Volunteers
made an impression on our church.
Their warmth and love was felt by all
who came in contact with them. The
music and testimonies from these young
servants of the Lord were sincere.
(Arlene Storie, reporter.)

Octoter 10, 1976, was
“Every Person Present”” Sunday at the
Ashley Baptist Church as well as the
Harvest and Mission Fest which was

well attended. The Rev. Clarence Walth,
North-Central Area secretary blessed us
with his challenging messages at both
the morning and evening services. The
Rev. Etan Pelzer was our pastor at that
time.

A Round Robin Missionary Confer-
ence was held at Ashley Baptist Church
Oct. 11-13, 1976. The Rev. Harvey
Motis, missionary to Cameroon, spoke
at the Church, October 11; the Rev.
Fred Folkerts, associate secretary for
overseas missions, spoke at the church
October 12. The October 13 service was
held at the elementary school audito-
rium with five missionaries and the Rev.
John Binder, stewardship and commu-
nications secretary, Oakbrook Terrace,
IL, showing a multi-media presentation,
‘“Heritage for a Worthy Future.”” Sev-
eral area churches participated. A mass
choir sang several missionary songs.
Other missionaries present were Miss
Pat Lenz, Cameroon; Miss Lucille
Wipf, Japan; and the Rev. Robert Len-
nick, Cameroon. Special guests present
were the Rev. and Mrs. Ray Hoffman,
who visited relatives and former
churches before leaving for Cameroon
as missionaries on Nov. 4. (Mrs. Carl
Fischer, reporter.)

ASHLEY, ND. The W.M.S. of the
Ashley Baptist Church held its annual
birthday observance on Oct. 5, 1976.
The theme was “‘Declare His Glory and
His Wonders.”” Mrs. Etan Pelzer, our
pastor’s wife, gave an inspiring and
challenging message, ‘‘What Are We
Made Of?" based on Psalm 139:14, il-
lustrating it with flannelgraph. Group
singing, a solo, a duet, a double duet
and two readings were included as part
of the program. A free will offering was
designated for missions.

The W.M.S. gave a program al the
Retirement Home in Wishek on Oct. 17,
1976, mostly in the German language
which the residents greatly appreciated.
(Mrs. Carl Fischer, reporter.)

OAKBANK., Pastor Earle Wana-
maker and his family moved into the
newly built parsonage of the Oakbank
Baptist Church.

In June 1976, church families spent a
weekend at Tri-Union Baptist Camp,
Nutimik Lake, boating, swimming and
getting to know one another.

Thirteen members of the Brigade
group and their three leaders spent a
week in July canocing in Ontario and
enjoying the sights of our Father’s
world. With so many new families mov-
ing into Oakbank, the *‘Shikari Girls”’
of the Pioneer Girls Club have dis-
tributed welcome hampers to all the new
families.

Approximately 100 persons attended
the Thanksgiving Day supper and even-

ing services at church this year. Our
church had a Church Growth Confer-
ence November 12 and 13 with Dr. W.
Arn and Deeper Life Special Services
November 7 to 14 with the Rev. Daniel
Fuchs, Oak Park, IL. Baptismal and
church membership classes were held for
prospective candidates. (Mrs. Nina
Reimer, reporter.)

KITCHENER, ON. “New People in
Christ”” was the theme of the fifth
Eastern Association which convened
from Sept. 24-26, 1976, at the Centr'fll
Baptist Church. The Rev. Connie
Salios, associate secretary of steward-
ship, N.A.B. Conference, was the key-
note speaker.

Saturday included not only the
business sessions but also a number of
valuable workshops on the subjects of
how contemporary philosophy, the
cults, and sex relate to the new marn. A
number of qualified resource people [ed
these workshops: Dr. Herbert Wein-
sheimer, professor, Houghton College,
Buffalo, NY: Dr. Charles Seidenspin-
ner, president, Emmanuel Biblq College,
Kitchener, as well as Rev. Salios. Miss
Eunice Kern, missionary, Cameroon,
gave a report on missions aqd addressed
the Women’s Missionary Union.

Encouraging reports of Qod s \?'ork
among our church extension projects
were given. The Lakeshore Baptist
Church, St. Catharines, under the
leadership of the Rev. George Engle,
has become a self-supporting church.
The Nepean Baptist Church, Ottawa,
the Rev. Sam Berg, pastor, Was official-
ly recognized and received into the fel-
lowship of the Association. _Also pro-
gressing well is the Forest City Baptist
Church, London, with the Re\{. Paul
Benson as pastor. The congregation has
an option on land in spburban London.

Another special project of the Associ-
ation is to prepare to host the 1982
N.A.B. Triennial Conference to be held
in Niagara Falls, NY. Al lhe. rally'on
Sunday afternoon, testimonies “\\f'rle
given by Miss Kern and the Rev. il-
mer Quiring, Eastern {Xr;a secretary;
several choirs of association c]mrchles
and the German mass choir sang. (Die-

ter Reda, reporter.)

1) On May 23, 197.6’
ten candidates followed the lLord in
baptism and were received into t!ae
fellowship of the South anyon Baptist
Church. The following (pictured) were
baptized: Mr. and Mrs. Gene Ligten-
berg, Hope and Jason; Mr. and Mrs.
Mac MacMaken, Beth and Ann; Miss
Brenda Friez, and Miss Liz Bowlclcr.

Several decisions for Christ were

made in June.

Nine young adults and the Rev. Gray-
son Paschke from the Briercrest Bible
Institute presented a musical program
and their testimonies on June 13.

The Lord has blessed our church un-
der the ministry of our interim pastor,
Virgil Schmidt. On July 18 we said
farewell to him during an all church pic-
nic. We ask God’s blessing on Virgil as
he is in Texas to further his education.

The Rev. Clarence Walth, Mrs. and the Rev. EImo
Tahran.

The Rev. Elmo Tahran began his
ministry as pastor of our church Aug. 1.
An installation service was held on Aug.
15, 1976, and the Rev. Clarence Walth,
North Central Area secretary, gave the
charge to the pastor and congregation.
We, as a congregation, are thankful for
our new pastor and his family. (Gladys
Ericks, reporter.)

VENTURIA, ND. The Venturia Baptist
Church held its annual Harvest Mission
Fest in October 1976 with Missionary
Robert Lennick, Cameroon, as guest
speaker. A potluck dinner was served
for all in attendance. The mission offer-
ing was $6,753.32. The Rev. Vernon
Schneider is pastor. (Nyletta Heupel,
reporter.)

VIO, N1 An Ordination Recogni-
tion service for Perry Makeeff was held
October 17, 1976, at the First Baptist
Church. This followed a council for the
recognition of the ordination of Mr.
Makeeff which was convened October 2
at the church with Mr. Y. C. Crilly,
deacon chairman, presiding. The Rev.
Adine Harsch was elected moderator
and Jean Chantland clerk. The Council
voted unanimously to proceed with or-
dination recognition after hearing of his
conversion and call, and his statement

oF faith. Mr. Makeeff had been OF-
\\‘}!ned and served a pastorate in the
q Usleyan Methodist Church. Now he 18

member of the First Baptist Church

Q{ld is in CEF work. (Jean Chantlands
erk.)

in .
memoriam

JOHN HAUX, 83, of Goodrich, ND, died on June 16, 1976.
He was born March 28, 1893, at Napoleon, ND, and in 1900
moved to the Goodrich area with his parents. He married
Louise Mauch on March 26, 1919, at Goodrich. He was a
member of the First Baptist Church of Goodrich. Surviving
him are his widow, one son, Raymond, and 3 daughters:
Mrs. Harry (Gladys) Helmer, Mrs. Floyd (Delores) Lang,
Mrs. Eugene (Ruth) Fandrich; 14 grandchildren, nine great-
grandchildren, four brothers and six sisters. The Rev. Daniel
Heringer officiated at the funeral service,

MRS. MARIA L. KUNDERT, Selby, SD, was born on Feb.
22, 1890, in South Russia, and died on Oct. 28, 1976, in the
Good Samaritan Center, Selby. Mrs. Kundert came to the
United States with her parents at the age of two and lived in
the Eureka, SD, vicinity until her marriage to Otto Kundert
in 1913. Maria was baptized in her youth. She is survived by
5 sons, 3 daughters, 16 grandchildren, 9 great-grandchildren,
1 brother, 4 sisters, and 2 stepsisters. The Rev. A. J. Fischer
and the Rev. Edward Kopf conducted the funeral service in
sthe Herreid Baptist Church on Nov. 1, 1976.

OTTO STOLZ, 82, was born July 3, 1894, in Germany. He
came to the United States in 1916. In 1921 he was united in
marriage to Esther Schultz. He was a retired mechanical
engineer. In his boyhood days he accepted Jesus Christ as his
personal Savior. As a Christian he supported the ministries
of our N.A.B. Conference; served with the membership of
Calvary Baptist, Portland Avenue Baptist, and at the time of
his death with Olympic View Baptist; and was on occasion
General Council representative. Survivors include his widow,
Esther; a son, Paul, of Tacoma; and six grandchildren. The
Rev. LeRoy Schauer officiated at the service.

JONATHAN TIEDE died Oct. 17, 1976, in Kelowna, BC.
He was born July 29, 1907, in Russia. As a teenager he ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. In 1927 he im-
migrated to Canada and made the Wiesenthal area of Alber-
ta his home. The Rev, P. Daum baptized him in 1928, and
he became a member of the Wiesenthal Baptist Church.
After World War Il he made Kelowna, BC, his residence
and joined the Grace Baptist Church. On March 4, 1955, he
married the former Miss Frieda Fritzke. He was a charter
member of the Trinity Baptist Church, where he served will-
ingly in the Sunday school and the Male Choir. Mourning
his passing are his loving wife, Frieda; 3 brothers, Asaph,
Ouo and Arnold; two sisters, Mrs. Lydia Schmierer and
Mrs. Nathalia Schnieder, and other relatives and friends.
The Rev. E. H. Nikkel and the pastor, the Rev. Richard
Hohensee, officiated at the funeral Oct. 21.

EMMA ZECKSER, 68, Woodbine, XS, was fatally injured
in an automobile accident on July 15, 1976. She was born in
Woodbine July 25, 1907. Emma accepted Christ as her
Savior at the age of 10 and was baptized about two years
later. She joined Mt. Zion Baptist Church soon thereafter
and was a member of the congregation, now Highland Bap-
tist Church, at the time of her death. She served as Sunday
school secretary and treasurer, church treasurer, Sunday
school teacher and pianist, and was active in the Dorcas
Women's Missionary Union. Emma is survived by her
brolhcf.AAmold.. and her brother and sister-in-law, Alvin
and Alvina Zeckser. The funeral was officiated by Pastor
Dwight C. Brown Jr,
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Arab Baptist Seminary Closes

MONSOURIYEH, Lebanon (EBPS)
—For the first time in sixteen years the
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary is
closed. The Seminary failed to open for
the fall semester as a result of the
Lebanese civil war.

The Seminary functioned throughout
the 1975-76 school year, beginning with
nine students, and losing only two dur-
ing a year of heavy fighting. One stu-
dent was graduated last spring.

During the last semester, the location
became increasingly dangerous, and stu-
dents, teachers and neighbors sometimes
huddled in the semi-basement of the
main  building for partial protection
from falling shells.

Two rooms of the building were dam-
aged during the summer months.

A limited teaching staff and the dif-
ficulty of bringing students from other
countries to Lebanon were factors in the
decision not to re-open this semester.
Some professors will spend their time in
the preparation of materials for an ex-
tension program,

Dr. Finlay Graham, former President
pf the Seminary and now field secretary
in ll'lt.' Middle East for the Southern
Baptist - Foreign Mission Board, ex-
pressed hopes that the institution can
open again and can continue classroom
nstruction until those who have started
their course of study have obtained
diplomas,

Appointment for Liberian President
. M(_)SC’OW (EBPS)—President  Wil-
liam Tolbert of the Republic of Liberia,
has been named to the Presidium of the
Confcrcnce of Religious Workers for
Lasm_lg Peace, Disarmament, and Jusi
Relations Among the Nations scheduled
here June 6-10, 1977.

Thc Baptist statesman, an active or-
dained minister, was President of the

Baptist World Allianc f
't ce from 1965 1o

BYVA Relief Goals Note
Dliaslt'r. Development, Discrimination
b‘_l‘l:?_l,B()UR.'\JE (EBPS)—Financial
;: Ju“;m lotaling $610,000 for 1977
1ave  been  adopted for the Bapiis
. d plist
World Alliance Relief and Development
program.
" The target amount was recommended
y |_|1c program committee at BWA
meetings in August here, and adopted
by a vote of the General Council of the
Alliance,
Disaster relief is listed for $180,000 of
the total,
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The sum of $290,000 in 1977 goals is
earmarked for ‘‘developmental™ proj-
ects. BWA efforts in this field include
educational, health, and agricultural
work.

The BWA Relief Committee agreed 10
continue help in funding church con-
struction and reconstruction and spiri-
tual ministries in carefully selected
cases. The 1977 goals include $100,000
for this purpose, including providing
Bibles in eastern Europe.

Another $12,000 will go for food,
clothing, medical assistance and other
forms of personal aid, unrelated to
disasters, in cases where evangelical
Christians are the objects of oppression
and discrimination.

Seminary Opens in Yugoslavia

A new evangelical seminary is being
started by Baptists and Lutherans in
Yugoslavia. The idea got its impetus
when Yugoslavians attended the Lau-
sanne Congress on evangelism two years
ago.

Minister Would Baptize Thief
Who Stole Church’s Baptistry

CARROLTON, II. (BP)—Bill Tay-
lor, pastor of Faith Baptist Church
here, has a forgiving attitude toward a
thief who stole the church’s new bap-
tistry before it could even be installed.

The church's new fiberglass baptistry
was on a truck coming from Texas to II-
linois, Taylor said, when the driver
stopped for the night in an Arkansas
motel. The next morning when he got
up, the baptistry was gone.

“The baptistry was in the open on the
truck bed and not in a crate. So who-
ever took it knew what he was taking,”’
Taylor said.

“Since we hadn’t taken delivery, the
loss didn't cost us, as the company
made it good,” the pastor added,
“however, it did delay our building pro-
gram for a week.

“I've heard of everything being stolen
but never a baptistry. | can’t imagine
what anyone would want with it, unless
a moonshiner plans to use it for a mash
barrel."’

Then Taylor mused, **But should he
get converted and want to be baptized, |
guess 1I'd be willing to immerse him—
even in a stolen baptistry.”’

chuchle
with bruno

If all politicians were laid end to end
they would point in all directions.

“Pro”" is the opposite of “‘Con.” Ex-
ample: Progress and Congress.

P\ s ol
GCommunication
by Adolph Braun

This column is limited to 350 words.
How careful we would all be if we were
limited 10 a certain number of words
before our larynx would burn out like
an old battery. After dinner speakers
would demand fantastic sums and limit
their message to a few precious points.
Political campaigns would be shortened
and the quality of rhetoric would greatly
improve. Even preachers would be in
great demand and their listening au-
diences would be very attentive. Hus-
bands and wives would quit nagging one
another. Phone bills would be nill and
the art of letter writing would be
polished to the hilt. We would think
clearly before speaking, and we would
strain our ears to listen to every word
spoken to us. The fact is that our words
are limited, for the day will come for
each of us when our words will cease.

Spurgeon never cnjoyed writing; he
enjoyed preaching. Yet, he had to disci-
pline himself weekly to edit his sermons
for publication in many newspapers
throughout the world. My reason for
not enjoying writing is that I am never
satisfied with the words 1 choose 10 ex-
press my thoughts. The only reason I do
write is because | have a burden 10
spread God's Word of Life to a con-
fused and perishing world. _

Another reason | feared 1o write was
that | cannot help but expose my inner
self. If | speak honestly—and | will—I
cannot help but reveal myself. A word
is like the stroke of a brush to reveal the
writer's inner being to the reader. But a
word is also like an arrow; once lel
loose it cannot be withdrawn. If we are
honest and speak the truth in love, we
need not be afraid. 1 am glad this col-
umn is short for “every idle word that
men shall speak, they shall give account
of it in the day of judgment’” (Matthew
12:36-37); “*Let the words of my mouth,
and the meditation of my heart, be ac-
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my
strength, and my redeemer’ (Psalm
19:14). Let’s make our words count for
God.

The Rev. Adolph Braun was the pastor
of Redeemer Baptist Church, Warren,
MI, from 1959 1o January 1977, when
he becomes the minister of Sunkist Bap-
tist Church, Anaheim, CA.

(

what’s happening)

B The Rev. Alfred Grams has accepted
the call of Ridgemont Baptist Church,
East Detroit, MI, effective Feb. 1, 1977.
Mr. Grams has served Central Baptist
Church, Kitchener, ON, since 1972.

B The Rev. John Hoffman became the
pastor of Trochu Baptist Church,
Trochu, AB, on Oct. 17, 1976. Previ-
ously he had served as the assistant
pastor of Temple Baptist Church, Medi-
cine Hat, AB.

B The Rev. Richard Quiring of
Winona Lake, ON, has accepted the call
of Faith Baptist Church, Regina, SA,
and will begin his ministry there on Jan.
1, 1977.

B 7he Rev. John McGarvey became
the minister of Christian Education at
Village Green Baptist Church, Glen
Ellyn, IL, on Oct. 15, 1976. He t”orm-
erly served at Central Community

Church, Mattoon, IL.

W Ar. Douglas Kellough became the
pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, Prince
Rupert, BC, on Oct. 24, 1976. He re-
cently graduated from Southern Baptist
Seminary, Louisville, KY.

B Mr. Gary Mclntosh has resigned as
the pastor of Soulhwooc! P‘ark Baptist
Church, Tigard, OR, effective the end
of November 1976. He has accepied l_]m
call of a Conser\'aii\'c_ Baptist Associa-
tion church in California.

W The Rev. S Donald Ganstrom,
pastor of Riviera Baptist  Church,
Salem, OR, since 1969, has accepted the
call to become the pastor of the new
Church Extension project in Bismarck,
ND, in January 1977.

W 7he Rev. V. David Steinfeld, as-
sistant pastor at Bismarck Baptist
Church, Bismarck, ND, since 1974, has
resigned from that position and plans to
further his education in Dallas, TX.

B 7The Rev. Henrv R. Goliath, pastor
of German Baptist Mission Church,
Winnipeg, MB, since 1970, has accepted
the call to become the pastor of German
Baptist Mission Church, Hamilton, ON,

April 1, 1977.

B The Rev. Dennis Angell became the
pastor of Stafford Baptist Church, Wil-
sonville, OR, in October 1976.

B The Rev. David Wick, pastor of
Pilgrim Baptist Church, Philadelphia,

PA, since 1970, has resigned to accept
the pastorate of the new Church Exten-
sion project in Osseo, MN, effective
Feb. 14, 1977.

B The Rev. Melvin L. Warkentin,
pastor of North Highlands Baptist
Church, Dallas, TX, since 1972, has
resigned effective Jan. 1, 1977. He has
purchased a Christian Bookstore in
Enid, OK, and will continue his ministry
in this way.

B The Rev. Bernie Smith began serving
as interim pastor of Brentview Baptist
Church, Calgary, AB, on Dec. 1, 1976.
The Rev. Harold Kokot continues as
Minister of Visitation and Christian
Education and has assumed administra-
tive responsibilities until the church has
a full-time pastor.

B Mr. John Dikkers is serving as the
pastor of Cathay Baptist Church,
Cathay, ND.

B Dr. David W. Lake is serving as the
pastor of Plum Creek Baptist Church,
Emery, SD. He is a student at North
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls,
SD.

B The Rev. George Neubert has
resigned as the pastor of Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Beulah, ND.

B The Rev. C. R. Collett is the pastor
of Bethel Baptist Church, High Prairie,
AB.

B The Rev. Etan Pelzer, pastor of
Ashley Baptist Church, Ashley, ND,
since 1968, has accepted the call to
become the pastor of Twin Pines Baptist
Church, Cedar Rapids, 1A, effective
Jan. 23, 1977.

B The Rev. Adolph Braun, pastor of
Redeemer Baptist Church, Warren, MI,
since 1959, has resigned and will become
the pastor of Sunkist Baptist Church,
Anaheim, CA, in January 1977.

B The Rev. Lawrence D. Wise is the
assistant pastor and minister of educa-
tion and youth at Immanuel Baptist
Church, Wausau, WI.

B The Baptist Herald subscription
price increases 50 cents beginning Jan.
1, 1977. This raises the yearly subscrip-
tion rate from $5.00 to $5.50 on an in-
dividual subscription basis. If a church
subscribes for all of its households
(100% Church Subscription Plan), each
subscriber receives the BAPTIST HER-
ALD for $4.50 instead of $5.50.

SEE BIBLE LANDS
PLUS ATHENS & ROME

Hosted by: DR. ARTHUR G. PATZIA, pastor
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Vancouver, B.C,

Take advantage of this inspiring and exciting visit to another part of the world.

Departure Date: March 21, 1977
Return Date: April 7, 1977
Price: $1,721 (all inclusive)

Depart from Vancouver International Airport to fly on Canadian Pacific Airline
directly to Istanbul and Izmir in Turkey. Other cities to be visited are:

Ephesus, Ankara, Cappadocia, Amman (Jordan), Petra, Jericho (Israel),
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Haifa, Tel Aviv, Athens (Greece), Corinth,

Rome (Italy).

Your. tour host, Dr. Arthur G. Patzia, taught New Testament at North American
B.apnsl Seminary (Sioux Falls, SD) and Regent College (Vancouver, BC). His
rich background as a professor and pastor will make this a meaningful and

pleasant trip.

For more information or reservation, write or phone:

Dr. A. G. Patzia

Ebenezer Baptist Church

6858 Frazer St., Vancouver BC, V5X 3VI1, Canada

(604) 324-7674
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REJOICE IN
THE LORD-
IN YOUR
CHURCHES

“The older you get, the harder it is to
smile.”” This ancient Chinese proverb
contains a deep truth. Although there
are many older people who have re-
tained beautiful facial expressions of joy
and happiness, there are many more
where the smile has left their faces and
where life instead has carved deep
wrinkles.

Permit me to apply this metaphor to
churches. In our North American Bap-
tist Conference we have many churches
which can look back on an honorable
history of many decades. More and
more of our churches announce their
upcoming hundredth anniversaries.
Many of these churches still have a
youthful and vibrant style that does not
reveal their time-honored age. Others
(and I hesitate to write ““many others™’)
follow the law of nature which seems to
dictate to old age the attitude of sober-
ness, solemnity and seriousness. In their
worship services there is no room for
laughter, and only seldom does a smile
decorate the faces of the congregation.

“The older you get, the harder it is to
smile.”” This may be a Chinese proverb,
but it certainly is not found in the Bible.
God’s Word has a totally different ap-
proach to life. The giver of life wants
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his creation to enjoy living. It appears
that of all of God’s children in the past,
David, the king of Israel, had under-
stood this best. He constantly admon-
ished his subjects to rejoice in the Lord.
He looked around and exclaimed in
overwhelmed astonishment: ““The heav-
ens are telling the glory of God, and the
firmament proclaims his handiwork”
(Psalm 19:2). Then he realized that God
had created an even more effective
witness of his glory in man: “When 1
look at thy heavens, the work of thy
fingers, the moon and stars which thou
established; what is man that thou art
mindful of him, and the son of man
that thou dost care for him?...0
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy
name in all the earth!”” (Psalm 8:3,4,9).
King David untiringly charged his
people: “‘Be glad in the Lord, and re-
joice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all
you upright in heart!”” (Psalm 32:11).

When he thought of his salvation he
wrote these words, ‘‘Then my soul shall
rejoice in the Lord, exulting in his
deliverance’’ (Psalm 35:9).

Has something been left out in our
worship services? Has the spirit of re-
joicing and celebration been quenched
to make room for the mood of sobriety
and profound sincerity?

When the Prodigal Son in Jesus’ story
returned from the far country, the
father met him, embraced and kissed
him, placed a ring on his finger and
shoes on his feet, and ordered a festival.
The fatted calf, reserved for special
company, was killed and the festivities
began, for “My son was dead and is
alive again'’ (Luke 15).

Only the older son, who had been in
his father’s company longer than his
brother, when he came home from the
fields and ‘‘heard music and dancing,”
did not seem to be willing and able to
join in. He refused to enter the house,

to which the father replied that every-
thing he owned had belonged to the son
these many years. Their relationship
should have been a continual celebra-
tion. Had the older son never learned to
enjoy it with freedom?

I have relearned to celebrate Chris-
tian life when I joined a Church Exten-
sion church about three years ago. Some
of that spontaneous joy had dried up in
me. In reaching out to others through
visitation, in becoming a real Christian
partner of a small church group, I sud-
denly rediscovered that ‘‘happiness is
the Lord.”

Listen, all God's people, God has
enough ‘‘solid, faithful, gray people”
who never do anything very wrong, but
who never experience the grace of Christ
to live vibrantly. They exist. They en-
dure. They survive. But they do not
know how to live life abundantly. They
even get envious or bitter when they see
or hear others celebrating life with
Christ and don’t know how to join in.

Their life with the Father is routine
and work, and they are quick to tell
him: “‘All these years I've worked hard
for you and never once refused to do a
single thing you told me to; and in all
that time you never gave me even one
young goat for a feast with my friends”’
(Living Bible, Luke 15:29).

You don’t have to belong to a Church
Extension church to be able to rejoice
and celebrate. You may be a member of
a large, established church. But where
there are one or two people who have
either just found the joy in the Lord or
have managed to preserve it since their
conversion, you should join that group.

The father in the parable spent quite
a bit of money on the homecoming fes-
tival. In our case, God has spent his
Son Jesus on us to assure us of his
welcome. In order to continue in this
joy we do not need any money.

When non-Christian people celebrate
they think of expensive menus, drinks,
new dresses and other extravaganza. Bul
the real celebration needs no money. All
we need to do to be happy is to remem-
ber that God has brought us through
another year, and that he has promised
1o guide us through the vear before us.
When we open up our hearts to our fel-
low believers, when we discover God’s
grace in their lives and see their need for
a brother to share, touch, love and be
around with, then we will not hesitate to
use our own hearts as bait, for nothing
less will capture them and make them
our friends. Who knows, perhaps one
day the “‘elder son’ cannot resist our
joy any longer and will join in. “I tell
you, there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need
no repentance’” (Luke 15:7). RJIK

News Flash
(Continued from page 3)

Newspapers in Jakarta, Indonesia’s
capital, carried front-page pictures of
the defused time bomb, as displayed
by military demolition experts. An
editorial in the Oct. 27 issue of the
Indonesia Times, a leading English-
language daily, condemned the
bombing attempt as ‘‘shocking,”
“inhuman’ and “‘devilish.”” The
editorial also spoke of the ‘‘para-
dox® of *“‘those who try to demolish
a hospital’’ when there is a lack of
health facilities in Indonesia. [J

Insight Into Christian
Education
(Continued from page 19)

7. Establishing a deeper quality of
inter-relationships and friendship
between leaders and those with
whom they work.

8. Developing skills  within the
church whereby the congregation
can learn how to look at them-
selves objectively and identify
strengths and weaknesses.

9. Remembering our unmerited rela-
tionship with Christ—*‘1 am the
vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, and 1 in
him, will bear much fruit; for you
can do nothing without me”’ (John
15:5, TEV). O

Women’'s World
(Continued from page 16)

My husband, Gerhardt, who works as
office manager for a group of patent at-
torneys, and | have five children—four
boys and one girl. We've added another
son and daughter through marriage.
Our eldest, G. Conrad, and his wife,
Barbara, are on staff for Campus Cru-
sade for Christ in Dallas, TX, where
Conrad is a second vyear student at
Dallas  Theological Seminary. Our
daughter, Coral Murphy, teaches Learn-
ing Disability classes in a public school.
Her husband, Jim, works for the Chi-
cago Police Department. Our sons Ken-
dall, Philipp and Robert live at home.
Kendall attends University of lllinois
Dental School; Philipp is employed as
marketing analyst for the Milwaukee
Railroad, and Robert is a sophomore at
Greenville College.

Being the third generation in our
Forest  Park Baptist Church, Christ
became very real to me as a primary-age
child and he became my Savior. What a

joy is ours in the Lord! He alone gives
it. Sunday school, church, choir, Pio-
neer Girls club, Women’s Missionary
Guild, neighborhood Bible study and
White Cross—all have been opportuni-
ties of service. During the lunch hour,
twice a week, | have the joy of being a
volunteer in delivering Meals on Wheels
10 eight shut-ins and elderly. 1 especially
enjoy visiting and calling on people and
having them visit in our home. Interna-
tional Students, Inc., gives opportunity
to entertain a foreign student in our
homes while they study in this country.
We share our joy in the Lord with
them. White Cross with its many areas
of service is another joy. Aren’t we for-
tunate to have so many areas open to
us? O

Trekking for God
(Continued from page 17)

celebrating from 8:30—1:30 A.M.
Between songs a man would yell out
questions such as ““Where is God?”’
or “Who do we worship?’’ The peo-
ple would reply and shine their
flashlights and lanterns up to the
ceiling. It was really moving. The
same night one drummer, who'd
really been putting life into his beat-
ing for at least two hours without a
break, was danced around the room
on the shoulders of the men. I was
happy, not only because of the en-
thusiasm of the people, but also
because 1 knew we were making
God happy.

Another important and enjoyable
part of our trip was the time we had
before and after our programs to go
out visiting and witnessing to dif-
ferent compounds. We always -vis-
ited the chief or quarter-head of the
area; they seemed interested in our
work and encouraged us. One night
we had the opportunity of praying
with a very sick man before he died.

Besides having a great trek, a
meaningful program, and encourag-
ing visits to compounds, we also
had a wonderful kind of fellowship
together as a team. Every morning
we started the day with God by a
devotion led by one of the team
members. Also before we went to
bed at night, we had a meaningful
period of ‘‘quiet time.” We really
had a great time talking, eating,
laughing, praying, singing and doing
everything together. It was a new
learning experience to me.

The night before we were to begin
our trip home, we were commenting

that it had been the best week '
each of our lives; we really thank®
God for giving us such a wonderft
trip, and for the way he was with %5
all through it. Our trek home w#S
just as good as the whole trip had
been.

A few weeks later the two team
met and exchanged reports of th¢
experiences on the trips. We wefe
happy to find out that the God's
Volunteers to Fundong Associatio®
had a great time, too. When it was
asked whether anyone would b€
willing to go again, several sai
they’d be happy to go anytime, eve”
if it were tomorrow!

Now I’'m going back to school
but I'll be thinking and prayin®
often for the youth in the Akeh AS
sociation and about the big need fof
pastors. [

(" COMING k
NEXT
MONTH IN

l‘ g L.jﬁ_;:_ NY

BWA Activi’ries

Truck Driving for
Christ

News fromNDU
Hallmarks of the
__ Church ]

WANT SUNDAY
SCHOOL GROWTH?

An E.T.T.A. Leadership
Training Program in your
church will produce it

You can choose from 14 easy-to-
use Bible and Christian education
courses.

For colorful FREE ; ‘

brochure mail coupon =
Iu-s#""r

today.  payi € Loth, Ed.D.
President
(=== ). ——] .- =]
EVANGELICAL TEACHER
TRAINING ASSOCIATION
Box 327, Wheaton, IIl. 60187 Dept. BH-12/7

Send FREE brochure about E-T.T.A. programi

Name S

Address D TR e ==

Gty —e e e e
Siate e . Zip /
———_——_
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What priorities have you set for yourself in 1977? There are many
things that can capture our attention and energies in this last quarter
of the Twentieth Century, but they are certainly not all of equal value.
We need to select the important things, those which have value for
today and for eternity.

The Scriptures say, “...give him (Christ) first place in your life and
live as he wants you to live” (Matt. 6:33 LB). If we make this our genu-
ine commitment, it will help us greatly to sort out the specific things
we will do each day.

The delegates to the 1976 Triennial Conference of North American
Baptist Churches in Portland last summer set several goals for
1977-79 with the following three as priorities for your consideration:

Make your personal list of priorities now!

| REACH OUT TO OTHERS

TRAIN ONE MEMBER
FROM YOUR CHURCH
FOR CHURCH VOCATION

1Y)

INCREASE GIVING
S TO KEEP PACE

WITH CURRENT NEEDS



