


The ordination o f a pastor in the Moscow Bap· 
list Church. 

The consecration of a prayer house in the 
town of Semlpalatinsk. 

.. 
The consecrat ion of a prayer house in 
Novgorod. 

Participants of the extended Plenum of the 
AUCECB in Moscow, February 1977. 

News fi·om Om· Fcllo\\T 
Baptists in USSR 
BAPTIST BEGINNINGS IN 
UKRAINE COMMEMORATED 

KIROVOGRAD-This year , the Ki­
rovograd Church of E va ngelical 
Christians-Baptists will celebrate its 
I l 0th A nniversa ry. The Church is con­
sidered the "cradle" of Baptist work in 
the Ukraine. 

Presently numbering about 800 mem­
bers, the congregation now meets in a 
new prayer-house (church building), 
which was opened in December of 1976. 

The Evangelical Baptist movement in 
the Ukraine came into being in the latter 
part of the 19th Century, led by Ivan 
Ryaboshapka , Efim Tzimbal , Michael 
Ratushny and others. From its origins 
and up to the October Revolution the 
movement was severely persecuted by 
the tsarist regime. 

Church-State separation under the 
Law of 191 8 placed all religions in equal 
position in Soviet Russia , and all 
believers could freely perform their 
ministry. As new churches were opened 
in the Ukraine, a Baptist Union was 
established, and by 1925 its magazine, 
The Bap1is t of the Ukraine appeared. 
The Union was part of the Federative 
Union of Baptists in the U.S.S.R. 

A Union of Christians of Evangelical 
Faith was organized in 1926 in Odessa . 
They also began a publication, The 
Evangelis t. 

In 1944, Evangelical Chris tians and 
Baptists merged into one Union. Chris­
tians of Evangelical Faith (Pentecostals) 
joined with C hristians-Baptists in 1945. 

At present, more than 40 percent of 
the membership of Evangelical C hris­
tians-Baptists o f the U.S.S. R. are in the 
Ukraine. A superintendent, the Rev. 
Jakov Doukhonchenko, resides in Kiev. 
T he churches in the Ukraine have been 
ba ptizing over 3,000 new converts each 
year recently. 

Each of the churches has a minister , 
and three or four different preachers 
usually deliver sermons during a wor­
ship service. Congregational and choir 
singing is a vital part o f worship also, 
with wide use of musical instruments. 
Some churches have two choirs and 
mos t choir members are young pedple. 

Members of the Evangeli ca l Chris­
tians-Bapti sts churches are educated on 
the_ b~sis of evangelical teaching to 
maintain a proper a lt itude in their 
Christia n responsibilities before God 
Church, Society and S ta te. ' 

C hristian families, usually large, live 

in harmony. Children are brought up 
with a spiri t of respect and love for 
other people. The number of divorces 
among believers is a lmost zero. 

It is understood that believers enjoy 
equal r ights with other citizens. They 
work in agricu lture , indus try, social a nd 
medical services as well as in other oc­
cupations. 

Churches of Evangelical Christians­
Baptists observe a number of Christia n 
holidays: New Year, Christmas, Annun­
ciation, Candlemas, Palm Sunday, Eas­
ter, Ascension, Trinity, and Transfigur­
at ion. They a lso celebrate a Harvest 
Day and Day of Unity. 

The most solemn of these, it is said, 
is Eas ter. T hen pastors greet a ll those 
gathered in worship by repeating three 
times: "Chris t is Risen! Chris t is Risen! 
Christ is Risen!" The congregation an­
swers with one voice: " Is Risen In­
deed." This is fo llowed by the singing 
of hymns, messages, reading o f letters 
exchanged with other congregations, 
and the recitation o f Christian poems. 

Other occasions of Christian celebra­
tion are marriages, with the ceremony 
solemnly observed in the prayer-houses; 
and the dedica tion of child ren , which is 
performed in the prayer-houses as well 
a s in the home. 

Ukranian Baptists , in reviewing their 
more than 11 0 yea rs, are obeying the 
Psa lmist's admoni tion: "Pra ise the 
Lord, for He is good, for His mercy en­
dureth forever." (Psa lm 11 8:1) 

SOVIET BAPTISTS OPEN 
NEW BUILDINGS 

VOLGOGRAD- This city was razed 
to the ground as the fortune o f nations 
was decided here duri ng the severe years 
of World War II. Now, a new and 
modern city has been ra ised from the 
earlier ruins. 

And, as a witness of t he victory o f 
life .over death and peace over enmi ty, 
Christ ' s Church lives and glorifies its 
Redeemer. A new house o f prayer 
(church build ing) was completed a nd 
ope~e~ just th is year by the Evangelical 
Chns_ua ns-Baptists Church in Volgograd 
(previously known as Stalingrad). 

Soviet Bapt ists report two other 
prayer houses recently dedica ted . One is 
in Novgorod, formerly a crossroads of 
commerce between East and West and 
as one of the oldes t Russian cities , guar: 
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Three Bible Study 
Leaders Named 
For Mens 
Conference 
WASHINGTON-Three men have 
been chosen to lead Bible study ses­
sions at the 2nd World Conference 
of Baptist Men at India napo lis , IN, 
April 5-9, 1978. 

An at1endance o f 5,000 men from 
60 nations is expected for the meet­
ing. The first such session was held 
in Hong Kong in December 1974. 

Lee Sat1erfield , a Southern Baptist 
layman o f Alta Vista , Virginia , 
chairman of the s teering committee, 
announced the Bible study leaders as : 
Dr. Gerald L. Borchert, professor of 
Biblica l Studies, North American 
Baptist Semina ry, Sioux Falls, SD; 
Dr. Robert C. Campbell , executive 
secretary of the American Ba pt is t 
C hurches, Valley Forge, P A; Dr. 
Da le Moo dy, professor o f theo logy, 
Southern Baptis t Theologica l Semi­
nary, Louisville, KY . 

Informa tio n a bout the conference 
a nd registra tion forms may be 
secured from BWA Men 's Depart­
ment , 1628 Sixteenth S treet , N .W., 
Washington, DC 20009. 0 
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Why 
do we 

have Walter Kerber 

e0NFLieT? 
A Study of James 4:1·8 

by Walter Kerber 

James asks an arresting quesrion in his epistle, chapter 
4 verse I: "What causes wars, and wha t causes fighting 
among you?" In his book, How to Solve Conflicts, 
George s.weeting writes, that a Norwegian statisticia n 
compu~en~ed every war that had ever been fought. His 
s~udy indicated that during 5,560 years of recorded 
history there have been 14,531 wars, averaging a little 
~ver 2.6 wars each year. In the history of 185 genera­
tions, only ten of those generations have witnessed un­
broken peace. 

It is quite obvious that, throughout the ages, war has 
~een the rule on earth, and peace has been the excep­
tion. World War I was fought to end all wars and make 
t~e world safe for democracy. But today we have con­
flict o.n every continent of the world. Why is this so? 
What 1s the cause of our conflicts? 

These questions have been asked by men throughout 
the ages. For every question there has been a suggested 
answer. Nickolas Rowe suggested that war is "the needy 
bankrupt's last resort. " Thomas Hobb said "There are 
three principal causes of war: competiti o~ . diffidence 
and glory." P la to proposes, "Wars and fac tions and 
fight ings have no other source than the body and its 
lusts. For it is for the getting of wealth that a ll our wars 
arise: and we are compelled because of our body, to 
whose service we are slaves." The Apost le James hits at 
the heart of the matter when he writes by divine inspira­
tion in 4:2, "You lust a nd do not have; so you commit 
murder a nd you are envious and ca nnot obtain· so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have because yo~ do not 
ask"" H e a nswers further in 3: 14, " But if you have bit ­
ter Jealousy and selfi sh ambition in yo ur hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. " 

The Rev. Walter Kerber is the pastor of the Pineland 
Baptist Church, Burlington, ON. 
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. Here i.s. the plain truth: the explosive jealousy a nd self­
ish amb1t1on of the human heart can and have inspired 
wars large and small, individual and global. 

So I.et our discussion be both personal and collective. 
What 1s the cause of our conflict? Why do we have war? 

I. It is the result of bitter envy. 

The Aposrle James writes, " You lust a nd do not have· 
so you co mri;it murder." The word lust usua lly refers t~ 
sensuous desire, but here it refers to desiring passiona te­
ly or coveting something that belongs to another (as in 
Acts 20:33; Matt. 5:28). 

Wars do ~?t start by spontaneous combustion, they 
come to fru1t1on when unspiritual attitudes wrangle in 
the hu!11an h~art.. A storm is caused by hot air rising and 
col? air rushing m to take its place. Many storms in the 
social order-personal, na tional and international have 
their origin in a jealous desire for displacem ent· o~e de­
sire or ambition rushing in to unseat an incu~bent or 
one party. wishing to replace another in power. On' the 
football field, a man on the bench desires to replace a 
man in the line-up. On the stage one actor wants an­
other's part. In a business organization one man runs 
~nother down in order to build himself up. Envy and 
1 ealo~sy .are a t work. We deprecate; we cri ticize ; we un­
dermine m order to establish ourselves. These subtle evils 
are also found, regretfully, in the church . 

As .in?icated. abo~e in the word lust, James speaks of 
u~sat1s f1ed desire, l1terally evil desires . In his letters to 
Timothy Paul speaks of the departure of his fri end 
Demas, "For Demas has forsaken me , having loved thi~ 
pr~sent world" (2 Tim. 4: IO). The tug of possessions 
ruined Paul's companion and fell ow servant. The desire 
of the world drew him away. 

~h.e first four chapters of the book o f Acts give us the 
thnlhng success story of the early church. We are to ld of 
tremendous ~rowth a nd victory experienced by tha t first 
g:oup of b:hevers. But in chapt er five we see the begin­
mngs of strife . ~~rnabas , one of the wealthy members of 
rhe church, w1lhngly sold his land and donated the 
money to the ministry o f the apos tles . 

Luk~ tells us a certain man a nd his wife in the church 
(J~nanias and Sapphira) saw the honor that Ba rnabas re­
ceived a nd lusted after this praise. Sell ing a piece of their 
~roper ty, ~ h ey held back pa rt of the money and gave 
JUst a porti on to the leaders of the church. 

~n essence, they wa nted what Barnabas had without 
d ~ing what he did. They were not will ing to pay the 
price! 

II. It is lhe result of selfish ambition. 

. Another ca.use of war and misunderstanding comes 
f1.om our des~re to have. The New American Standard 
Bible .renders it: "You are envious and cann ot obta in- so 
~o u fight ~nd. ~uar rel :" Behind most wars between 'na-
1 1 ~ n s ~nd 1nd1 v1duals is ~ passion to have and to hold . 
P1ope1ty, money, prestige, power and position have 
become th e storm cen1 ers of life 

h Na tl·ons desire to have, an d. they ca nnot obta in - so 
~ e~ ~ght to pos ~ess . Labor fights wit h management; 

o 1. ke1s go on Slr1ke. Why? Often ii is because of the 
dles1res and lust of men . T he more they have the more 
11ey wan t . ' 

At the same rime big business and management refuse 
to come to agreements with their workers- often because 
they roo are greedy. Profits never seem big enough. The 
desire after money becomes an obsession . Wealth is their 
God. 

At the outset of World War II, Hitler defended his 
acts of aggression by declaring that Germany was simply 
seeking more "living space. " 

In her lust for power, Russia has openly declared that 
communism will one day conquer the world. North Viet­
nam sought to dominate its neighbo r to the south. 
Throughout history, men and nations have had a desire 
for power and authority. And James tells us that this 
evil desire is the cause of war. 

III. It is the resu lt of lack of prayer. 

James writes in 4:2, "You do not have because you do 
not ask . " In I :5, J ames challenges the reader: " If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God , that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be 
given to him. " 

Hostile, contentious church troublemakers are those 
who eirher neglect their prayer life completely or pervert 
it. The quickes t way to get out of fellowship with the 
Lord is either by neglecting to pray or by praying for the 
sole purpose of achieving selfish ends. Real joy, real 
happiness in the Christian life is derived from close 
fellowship with God through sincere, unsel fish prayer. 

During the days of World War II , C haplain Wyatt 
Willard conducted a Bible class and prayer meeting on 
board a ship headed toward Tarawa. About 15 dedicated 
Christian boys attended. On the night before they hit the 
beach, they had a circle of prayer. Every one of the boys 
prayed something like this: "Lord , tomorrow we are go­
ing to storm the beaches of Tarawa. Our officers have 
told us that this is going to be a bloody battle. Many of 
our number will be killed. If this has to be, Lord, let us 
who know thee be killed, and spare those who do no t 
know thee, that they may have more time to make their 
decision for thee. In J es us' name, Amen. " 

Thi s is high quality unselfish praying. Those boys 
could do it beca use they were close to God. They had 
neither neglected nor perverted their prayer life. 

When an individual C hristia n or a nation gives up 
praying to God the creator , selfish a mbition and bitter 
envy take place which lead to murder a nd war. 

IV. The solution to conflicts 
J ames outlines several practi cal commands to his 

church in J erusalem . Th ese apply to a ll potential trouble 
makers in the church today. 

1. Submit (4:7). One who submits him self to God is 
one who places himself under God 's con.trol. He makes 
God the sovereign of his li fe. Jesus <;hr.1st comes to be 
not only the Savior but the Lord of his hfe as well. J .L. 
Kraft, the founder of the Kraft C heese Company, was a 
dedicated man of God. If he had to be out of town on 
Wednesday night o r if he was sick, he would a.lways wire 
his pastor to assure him that he would be pray111g for the 
midweek service tha t night. This quality of dedication is 
a rare jewel in God's sight. 

2. Resist (4: 7) . The command is to resist the devil. In 

other words, "Use the will power God has given you ro 
fight against the ruler of the powers of darkness who is 
dedicated to your destruction . This resistance will result 
in the devil's fleeing from you. The best way to defeat 
the devil is by the proper knowledge and ability to use 
the Scriptures. 

3. Draw near to God (4:8). The first step in this per­
sonal relationship is a personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord. Through this step, man is in­
itiated into the God-man fellowship. Without personal 
commitment to Christ man is excluded from this fellow-

(Continued on page 27) 
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CIHIECK 
YOUR 

PRDORDTDIESS 
A K.ansas wheat farmer cannot help but identify with 

the saymgs and parables which Jesus told. Our Lord 
must have lov.ed the out.-of-~oors and watched carefully 
what was taking place m his natural surroundings be­
cause he had so much to say about plants, birds and the 
wonders of God's creation. 

These stories of Jesus have a good deal to say to the 
people of our North American Baptist Conference. More 
than a century ago, our Conference started with a small 
group of German immigrants in Philadelphia and the 
~1t1es of the Eastern United States and Canada. These 
little groups of people were like mustard seeds which 
Jesus noted were extremely small. Many reflected the 
words on the Statue of Liberty: "Give me your tired, 
your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free .... ". But these little groups of German people 
brought With them a strong sense of piety, of dedication 
to. God as well as to the ideal of ha rd work. As they im­
migrated .to the plains of Canada and the United States, 
the!' c~rn~d their commitment to God with them. Their 
behef m hb~rty did not grow out of a desire to be free 
of a ll restramts. It arose from a deep sense of gratitud 
that these countries of .Canada and the United States of~ 
fered a new opportunity wi thin an orderly community 
context for them to be their best selves. 

As they immigrated, they built their churches. It was 
not ~ong before. they realized their need for a school to 
provide theolog1cal education for prospective past 
That school, now over a hundred years old i·s ou N orsh. 
Am · B · . • r ort 

encan apt1st Seminary. It was moved to Sioux 
Falls, Sout~ Dakota, from Rochester, New York, and 
has had an important ministry Indeed North A · . · , men can 
Baptists can be very proud both of the · ·f· . s1gm 1cant 
growth whJCh has taken place in the past few years and 

Delmar Wesseler Lorraine, KS d ' , past mo era/or 
(1973-~976), N?rth American Baptist Conference,· mem-
ber, First Baptist Church, Lorraine, KS; member, Board 
of Trustees, North American Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls, SD. 
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by Delmar Wesseler 

the excellent facu lty which is composed of people with 
doctorate degrees .and experiences from all over the 
world. 

During World War II , we likewise saw the develop­
ment of a lay school in Edmonton which has blossomed 
into our very exciting North American Baptist College. 

When else has there been a time when so many men 
and women are responding with enthusiasm and gladness 
to the cause of the Lord Jesus? This is not a time for 
discouragem ent but for joyous hope and for constant 
t~anksgiving. There has never been a brighter day in the 
history of our schools. We are not responsible for suc­
cess, but we are responsible for doing our Lord's will. 

The early. im~igrants also soon recognized the need 
for commumcat1ons media; these early papers led to the 
growth of the Roger Williams Press and the formation 
of what today is the Baptist Herald. 

Then with the passing of the frontier era and during 
the. e.arly years of the century, when the Germans were 
decisively removed from Cameroon, a new challenge was 
~ffered to North American Baptists: a great new mis­
S!Onary opportunity. This opportunity has become one 
~f our denomination's great contributions to the king-
0~ of God. We have since been able under God's 

gu~~~·ce to b~anch out into Nigeria, Japan and Brazil. 
izons, hke geography, never stand still They are 

c~~stantly lifti.ng. The greater our accomplish.ments, the 
~1 

er our honzons. Unparalleled vision and responsibil­
ity. are upon us. Never before has the missionary enter-
pnse demanded s h 1 . . . . uc wea th of money and supenor per-
sonndel, 1 ~div1duals and united efforts , as now. What will 
we o With our wo Id .d . . . 

d r w1 e v1s1on? Some are saying we 
nee a nother miss· f. Id . . 
b ion 1e . Will our extended hori zon 

ecome an a utomatic heritage? 
In more recent h 

effort in Ch years ':'e ave la unched a concentrated 
the heart ~rch Extension, a concern which is close to 

. . s ? our people, as we seek to touch new com­
munities with the Gospel of J 

M h es us. 
f any ot er items could be added to this list in terms 

0 
ou.r efforts, but there is no doubt that from this brief 

overview we can see that North American Baptists have 

grown like a mustard seed from a small or humble be­
ginning into a significant force for Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

It is helpful to look back, but only for the purpose of 
gain ing perspective on the future. Hats off to the past; 
coats off for the future. Our past was in the hand of 
God. While we experienced hours of uncertainty and 
disappointment, we also discovered the marvelous power 
of God in our midst. Let's stand up to reinforce the 
foundations on which both the nation and the exercise 
of our faith have been built as individ uals, spiritua ll y, 
physically, and politically free, to reflect . ~od 's glory 
openly; as families to strengthen the Chnst1an experi­
ence; as churches cooperatively proclaiming, teaching 
and ministering to people near and far . In Mark 4 Jesus 
said of the growing pattern in nature: first the blade ap­
pears, then the ear and after that comes the full .corn; 
moveover, with the ripe corn comes the opportumty of 
harvest. 

As we look back, we can thank God for the harvest in 
people, in financial resources, and in serv.ice opportuni­
ties. Our Seminary and College have expe.nenced trem~n­
dous growth in the contest ~f a genume. cooperative 
spirit. They are clearly producmg more tra med perso~s 
for the clergy and laity than ever before. The opportum­
ties are as Jesus said, " White unto harvest," both in this 
country and overseas, but we need more workers. We 
also need to pray for those workers because only G~d 
can move the hearts of men and women to respond in 
genuine commitment to him. Opening doors for. m~n 
and women have never been so numerous or so wide m 
the history of the world. We have entered some doors, 
but let us not be satisfi ed. Past successes shou ld on~y be 
steppingstones for future endeavors. Rewards awa it us 
yonder· work awaits us here. 

Now' as we look forward to what is ah~ad and set ~ur 
" priorities for a worthy future ," som~ wllh conserva.t1ve 
feelings will want us to set goals which take ve.r~ htt.le 
faith to achieve. Others with a courageous spmt will 
challenge us to reach for the vistas whic.h are only 
dreams today. During the past we have witnessed the 

power of God in our denomination . Our Conference is 
really starting to grow because of our bolder approach 
to evangelism. "A Million Contacts for Christ" in a 
triennium may have been a little unrealistic, but it has 
given us a tremendous incentive for growth in Christ. It 
has been a successful beginning to a new perspective on 
evangelism in our Conference. May that drive continue 
as we set our new priorities for the future. Moreover, we 
can be confident that , if we take seriously the commis­
sion of Jesus to preach the Gospel, we will receive the 
promise in Matthew 28:20 of the presence of Christ not 
only in our lives but also in our churches and in our 
Conference. 

May we pledge all our pounds and energy to do a 
good job. Leaders and followers move out; others move 
out of the way to get the job done. 

One thing to pray for and work for is that North 
American Baptists will measure up to the opportunities 
and obligations placed upon them by the present world 
conditions. Let us pray for people who will challenge us 
to new horizons of faith and who will be representatives 
of a cooperative spirit. 

Think what has been accomplished by our minority in 
past years, think what could be accomplished if we 
should enlist the majority. Spectators don't win games; 
you must join in. 

The Lord Jesus told a parable about different types of 
soil in Luke 8. These soils are like various kinds of peo­
ple. Moreover , they are like various kinds of attitudes in 
all of us. When the seed of God fell on the hard path­
way, it was unable to penetrate. There are some of our 
people who have no vision and who seem unable to 
change as we seek to advance for the kingdom. They lit­
erally need to be plowed a couple times before they are 
ready to set their priorities in the right order. Others are 
like rocky soil which is very thin . While they get excited 
about new programs a nd efforts for C hrist, they seem to 
evidence very litt le depth . When the pressure comes 
their enthusiasm wilts in the hot sun. Still others seem t~ 
be like soil full of thistles a nd weeds; they are so in­
volved in working with and for things of this world that 
their desire to work for Christ and his kingdom is 
choked in the process. 

Certainly, a ll of us may sense that we have a little bit 
of each of these hang-ups. Thank God, however, there is 
also another type of soil! This type is ready to receiv 
the seed and produce fruit for the kingdom. In your 

0 
e 

li.ves wi.11 you pr~y for. a greater commitment to being ~~ 
nght kmd of sot!? Will you also pray for the leadership 
of our Conference, our boards and our committees th 
I ·11 . I .d ' at t 1ey w1 genume y ev1 ence a self-giving attitude ·

11 . t 1 d' 1 . ' WI cons1s ent y 1sp ay a cooperative C hristian sp
1
· ·

1 · n and 
will prayerfully be able to lead us into a worthy future? 

Now as we look to our future, we must be aw 
th t · · h. a re of e .emptat1ons wit 111 our service for C hrist. Wh 
workmg for God, there is a constant temptatio t en 

1 Th · l'k · n o serve ourse ves. ere 1s 1 ew1se a temptation to 
serve f 

some other reason such as that of experienc· f or 
h. B C h · · mg ellow s 1p. ut as nstla ns we need to serve for a di ff -

reason. We need to work for the kingdom b erent 
our love and gratitude to God and because we e~:~se ?f 
covered how indebted we are to Christ for his d e dis­
the cross. eath on 
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Moreover, as we look to the future, another parable 
of J esus comes to my mind . In Luke 6 Jesus told the 
story of two builders: one built his house upon the sand 
a nd the other built his house on the rock. The first 
house was des troyed in the rough, stormy weather; 
whereas the second house s tood firm. 

If our Conference is to succeed and have a worthy fu­
ture, it is imperative that we understand that prayer is 
one of the solid foundations which is an absolutely es­
sential priority for future development. Prayer is the 
means by which we touch our energy source. It unites 
Christians in this co untry with missionaries abroad 
through Christ , our Lord. It is the basic element for 
power within our churches. It is, moreover, fundamental 
co the realization of o ur expectation for men and wome n 
being called forth to prepare for C hristian service. It is 

11ecessary to give us the r ight perspective on our money 
and personal resources. 

Many in our congregations have been blessed by God 
~ith money and property. We have experienced the 
11arvest o f our work. But God has given us the freedom 
tO choose what to do with our harvest. We have a re-
5ponsibility before God to provide the means by which 

0 ur missionary activity, our Church Extension program 
!ind our education of Christian servants can be accom-

Jished. We cannot take our money with u s when we 
~je. We are stewards of God's gifts to us while we live 

this life. We are responsible for the choices which we 
make with our resources. Prayer will h elp u s in making 
the right choices. 

Finally, prayer is a prerequisi te for being guided to 
become our very best selves before God. We have asked 
him to be our Savior, and he wants to be our Lord. 

In conclusion, as we have looked to the past, we have 
seen the hand of God present in the North American 
Baptist family. But our Conference is not a relic of the 
past. It is a futuristic organization, and its task is not 
finished. We are living in a mobile world, and where we 
go we leave our footprints. Our footprints are not pri­
marily left in the sands of time like the pyramids in the 
sands of Egypt. Instead , we are leaving our footprints in 
the lives of people. Let us therefore walk into the future 
carefully, but let us walk courageously. May the God 
and Father of Jesu s Christ, our Lord, grant confidence 
for our walk, and may the mustard seeds o f the past 
continue to sprout into more vigorous and productive 
plants in the future. 

As I review the accomplishments that have been made 
in my lifet im e, with the achievements of the past as an 
inspiration and his command and never failing prom ise 
to set the mark for the future e ndeavor, I loo k forward 
with confidence that we will go forward believing that a ll 
things are possible to us th rough Jes us Christ our 
Lord. 0 

by Al Ian Effa 

The torrid sunrays of June crept 
tl'lrough the bare window and rested 
pon my forehead. I awoke, startled at 

~ne realization that this was the day, 
and that I had been late to greet it. I 
unfolded my sleeping bag and picked up 
the clothes lying beside me on the floor. 

A/fan £/fa, student at North American 
Baptist College, Edmonton, AB, is the 
son of the Rev. and Mrs. Herman £/fa, 
pastor of Napier Park view Baptist 
Church. From 1966-76 the £/fas were 
missio11aries i11 Brazil. 
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How unfamiliar my room appeared with 
its naked walls and vacant closets! I 
passed through the silent hall and pro­
ceeded to the front door. 

Our front yard and Main Street were 
transformed in to a circus. Hundreds of 
peo~le. were dashi ng about, poin ting 
the11 fingers and shouting wi th happy 
voices. Lil tie child ren squealed and ran 
to and fro, chasing each other arou nd 
the bus.hes and flowerbeds. Al l of those 
possessions which had made up my 
world for these past eight years of Ii fe 
were strewn upon the lawn. The a uc-

tion eer wearing a crooked straw hat as­
cended on to the back of the pickup, 
and soon the crowd hushed a nd turned 
towa rd his direction. He began to utt er 
some numbers mixed wit h unintell igible 
word s, a lways emphasiLed by the 
thumping o f his shovel against the floor 
of the vehicle. 

I began wandering about. I could rec­
ognize some of the faces, those people I 
had know n for so long; now they were 
strangely remote, appearing as vicious 
demons attack ing the very foundations 
o f our harmonious household. J went 

and sat in the swing-set, reminiscing 
about the years I had passed there, shel­
tered by the gigantic maple trees, sway­
ing in the wind and singing to the squir­
rels that scampered on the towering 
bra nches. My dreams dissolved when li t­
tle sister came out of the back door. I 
went a nd offered her my hand, and to­
gether we went about. There was my 
electric train a nd auto-racing set which 
had given me so many delights. There 
were two big boys handling it merciless­
ly . Jeri said they must be at least twelve 
years old! The sight of it tore at my 
heart, and I turned away, pulling her 
along, hoping to shun it from my 
thoughts. The crowd appeared to be 
thinning and open spaces began emerg­
ing as one by one the objects disap­
peared. I wanted to forget everything so 
I left her sid e a nd walked down the 
s idewalk. There was a litt le girl and her 
father, wheeling away my bicycle, the 
very one on which I had first learned to 
ride. It too was now part of the past. 

Cousin and I were just coming back 
from a relaxing swim in the warm 
summer waters of Lake Michigan. The 
cobblestones scorched my bare fee t, and 
the many pebbles which 1 could not 
avoid added to my discomfort. He was 
an outdoor type, used to going without 
shoes in even the stoniest terrain. As we 
neared Aunt's house I could see several 
voluminous baskets of s trawberries and 
plums on the back porch and. could 
imagine how I would be spendmg the 
rest of the afternoon. Aunt put us to 
work' but that was good because it ke~t 
us out of mischief. 1 followed cousm 
into the house and could sm~ll the 
freshly waxed floor which the maid .had 
just finished polishing. My eyes stramed 
to become adjusted to the sudden d~rk­
ness and finally fell upon the vano~s 
bags and boxes at the foot of the .stair­
case. The realization struck me l~ke a 
lightning bolt. I quickly ran upstairs t_o 
find out the latest developments. Hts 
answer was no different from what 1 

had suspected-there was absolutely .no 
room. I looked up to him with pleadmg 
eyes and told him I would be good, that 
I would sleep on the floor, but he c~l~l­
ly answered that there was no possi~tl­
ity. "Your Mom needs you," ~e said, 
and I knew that was final. He kissed us 
a ll and Mom cried· I was diswrbed but 
I d'id not comprehe~d all of the implica­
tions. 

He spent his birthday at sea and thr~e 
weeks later we received a letter that sat? 
that he had found a house with gerant­
ums in the nowerbox. We were to come 
shortly. 

I was sti ll smouldering over J eri's loss 
of her purse which contained my year's 

supply of chewing gum. A metallic voice 
crackled some garbled la nguage, and 
Mom turned 10 us and said it was time. 
They were waving as we walked behind 
the curtain and were frisked somewhat 
hurriedly. Sister put her fingers in her 
ears as the noise increased, and the seats 
vibrated. We were off, a nd she could 
now open her eyes. Mom's eyes were 
red, but I kept looking down as Ameri­
ca disappeared beneath the clouds. The 
sun was shining endlessly. 

• 
I used to lie in bed a t night, thinking 

about the future. Horrible tragedies 
would unfold in my fertile imagination. 
The phone was ringing. "Alo ." The 
voice would tactlessly announce a terri­
ble tragedy. I could see Mom and Dad 
dead in an accident. Jeri is being drag­
ged away by a mugger. The communists 
are taking over, and you must leave the 
country. I would shiver and tears would 
wet my pillow. Worse yet was when I 
would picture the future day when a 
young high school graduate would give 
his last embrace to his parents and step 
onto the plane that would sever him 
from their company. He would be leav­
ing for the continent of his birth, to his 
culture which had estranged him long 
before. There was despair and a nxiety. 1 
would then turn to myself and hope to 
die young, before that dreaded goodbye. 

The cool breeze swept off the Atlan­
tic, rustled in the ta ll palm trees, made a 
swift shuff1ing through my hair, and 
proceeded on its way to the parched ser­
tao. Even though the early morning was 
cold, the clear skies promised torment­
ing temperatures by noon. My mouth 
still tasted of the canj ica at breakfast. 

The whole atmosphere was heavy, 
melancholic. We had just ended one of 
the most wonderful weeks of our lives. 
Far more exciting than the smells of this 
new land had been the enrichi ng spiri­
tual blessings. I had changed, and I 
would never be the same. The doubts, 
insecurity and rebellion of a you ng 
teenager had been transformed into ec­
static love, purpose and peace of heart. 
All of a sudden a bleak spot came into 
the picture, a nd I was unprepared for it. 
Almost a ll of the caravan was on the 
bus now. I could see John 's hammock 
s ticking out of a back window. Some­
one was blowing a Creole samba whis­
tle. The driver started up the powerful 
Mercedes engine, sending out clouds of 
grey diesel exhaust. Robert put his hand 
out the window, and I clasped it as a 
final symbol of solidari ty. I was waving 
my handkerchief not thinking to use it 
to wipe my tears which were by th is 
time nowing freely. I would never see 
them again. They disappeared around a 
bend, in a cloud of red dust. 

I left, too. I passed through dusty vil­
lages with little boys on burros fetching 
water at the nearest muddy spring to 
bring home to their mothers. I had 
never seen so many bamboo hu ts be­
fore. I stopped at Caratinga for lunch. 
A factory whistle blew, a nd a dozen 
men came streaming down the river 
bank, diving naked into the dirty 
waters. Nearby, a peasant woman sat 
upon a large rock doing her day's wash 
in the stream, while the vul tures ob­
served her from the vantage point of a 
monstrous carnauba palm. I now had 
nothing to tie me to this place. I belong 
76 hours south of here. "Farewell 
cursed land." 

It was 35 degrees Celsius, and we 
could almost see the humidi ty in the air. 
We held onto our heavy winter coats as 
if they were added weights tied onto us 
for a punishment. I kept reminding 
myself that it was a status symbol to 
walk around with a heavy coat in a 
place like this and at this time of the 
year, and this seemed to give me extra 
encouragement. 

The whole group of singers made 
their way up the escalator to the air­
conditioned restaurant. We sipped 
guaranas and commented on the pre­
vious night. Sergio described the ice 
storm we had gone through and how the 
pilot had explained the procedures of 
avoiding the menacing blocks of matter. 
We finished our drinks and went to the 
line. A young hippie was shouting and 
laughing because at last he would return 
to Montreal. Somehow I could not 
share in his joy. 

The seats were cramped, and the en­
tire craft was hot a nd muggy. My indi­
vidual air-blower didn't work, so I 
lamented my misfortune and wondered 
how I 'd survive all of the cigarette 
smoke. My self-pity was quickly morti­
fied at take-off, however. We left the is­
land and headed over the city. 

The harbor was a mirror of millions 
o f lights-a jewel sparkling beneath the 
starry sky. The city was a breathtaking 
fantasy which astounded even the most 
sophisticated travellers. There was 
Leblom, a nd farther down, Ipanema 
and Copacabana . The familiar ferry was 
cross ing the harbor from Niteroi, and I 
remembered the many times I had been 
o~ it. The cable car was making another 
tnp up the Sugar Loaf, and I secretly 
wished I could transport mysel f to that 
beautiful peak, surrounded by the sea. 
For so?1e unexplained reason, 1 knew 
that this would be my final glimpse of 
the land 1 had loved. We were moving 
higher and higher and farther away. The 
darkness enveloped Sugar Loaf, but 
Corcovado st ill loomed in the hazy 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Were Looking for People Who Wanl lo Lead 

JIM DICK 
Arter three years as a n F. B.I. agent, 

I knew I was supposed to leave the 
Bureau. 

It was not going to be easy, for sev­
era l reasons. My career was providing 
much o f what we wanted-exci tement 
and status for me, and securi ty a nd 
materia l wealth for my family. Also, I 
did not know what I was going to do 
vocationa lly. There was no doubt that it 
was time to leave though , because l was 
spending too much time away from the 
fami ly and did not have a sense of ful -

Art Bollaert and Jim Dick have c0fl7-
pleted their second year as students at 
North American Baptist Seminary. 

TESTIMONIES OF TWO SECOND 
CAREER SEMINARY STUDENTS 

fillment as a n agent. This rea li zati on 
was the beginning of a series of events 
tha t God used over the next year a nd a 
half that was to be m y ca ll to the minis­
try. 

During a meet ing with the Rev. Cla r­
ence Walth , No rth Cent ra l A rea secre­
tary, I inquired about the possibility o f 
a n adm inistra ti ve positio n with the de­
no mi natio n. In response, he read Ro­
mans 12: 3-8 to me a nd asked me if I 
had ever considered the ministry. Since l 
had never viewed myself as a pastor, the 
answer was o bviously " no." Within a 
few weeks of that conve rsatio n, how­
ever, I vi sited the semin ary and was im ­
pressed with what I saw. I left the sem i­
nary enthused , but no t called . Several 
mo nths la ter , I res igned from the F. B.I. 
and rema ined in Rapid City, South Da­
kota, where I opened a business con­
ducting invest igations for atto rneys. 

La ter m y wife, Mar ilyn, a nd I at­
tended a Decisio n Conference a t the 
seminary. Thi s aided in pinning dow n 
the issue, "Was going to seminary just 
something I wa nted to do, or was God 
really calling me"? 

O n Pentecos t Sunday, 1975, tha t 
question was very clearl y a nswered . 
That mo rn ing the pastor 's ser mon was 
directed , he thought , to the gradua ting 
high school seniors. As fa r as I was con­
cerned , he had a congregat io n of o n e. 
God, through him , very clearl y said, 
" J im , what you do with the res t o f your 
life is up to you, but you a re not going 
to be happy unt il you are in m y perfect 
will." I knew t his mean t sem ina ry. A 
struggle which had las ted over a yea r 
a nd a ha lf was finall y over 1 

Choosing a semi nary was no t diffi­
cult. I knew there were severa l excellent 
seminaries , bu t I a lso knew th a t w ha t­
ever I needed in prepara tio n for an ef­
fec tive minist ry would be p rovided at 
North American Bapt ist Semina ry. I 
have not been disap poin ted . I have 
found the school to be Ch rist-centered 
and academically cha lleng ing. 

At this point in my li fe, I have no 
doubt tha t I have been ca lled to the 
pas toral m inistry. This call has been 
confirmed in the op port un ity I have had 
o f serving a t T ri nit y Bapt ist C hurch 
unde r the supervisio n o f Pasto r Leon 
Bill. Through the classroo m a nd exper i­
ences I 've had at the churc h , I a m learn­
ing how to become a leader in tha t posi­
t ion. 

I beli eve that the key to effect ive 
chu rc h leaders hip is Jesus' statemen t, " I 
came not to be ser ved , b ut to serve." 
Script ure tells us repea ted ly tha t people 
sought him . They did this because in 
numerous situa t ions , he gave himself to 
them . I want to be that kind of lead er. 
And 1 'm glad that God has ca lled me to 
this "second career" opportunity. 

C o uld there have been any time in 
the history of the world tha t was m~re 
in need o f leadership than these closmg 
years o f the twentieth century? Can 
C hris tia ns fa il to meet the cha llenge ~hat 
is be fore them today to lead a searchmg 
world to the Way, the T ruth and the 

Li fe? h f 
The answer, of course , to bot o 

these questio ns is no. The need~ are 
great and God is actua lly look111g for 

• h' I ' m glad people who wa nt to serve im . 

tha t he found me. G d ' 
It was not easy to respond to 0. s 

ca ll , and it isn ' t easy now as I conun~e 
h . ·11 for my li fe. Follow111g to pursue ts w1 . 

him requi res dedicatio n and deter~ifrna- d 
. f nt prayer h e a n tio n It req ulfeS a erve 

da i l ~ devotio n that supplies t~ e enthu­
siasm w hich is vita l fo r effecti ve ser-

vanthood . . vere 
My conversion and baptism \ 

1 . M response to t 1e adu lt expenen~es . Y li fe 
Lord 's ca lling m volved not only my 

. f vife and three 
but a lso the h ves o my ' . Mich-
child ren . It meant relocating from 
igan to South Da ko ta. It mea nt new 
schoo ls for the child ren . It meant new 
roles as husba nd and wife. It ~~ean t · 

1 I t ·ve pos111on wit 1 
cha nging from a ucra 1 

11 ·1· pa ny to a co ege a sta te-wide ull 1ty com , bene-
s tudent , dependent upon vetera ns 

fits . · the se-
F ·re '1 t meant leaving o r m y w1 r · a 

curit y o f her home to face sett mg 111 

" new land" a nd meeting the challe~re 
of sup;ort ing her husband and f~m1 y. 
Was there a place to li ve? .w as Ft ellrse? 

·1 ble in Sio ux a · employment ava1 a . 
1 

l 
Wo uld I be ab le to m anage Ill sc 100 ? 

afte r ma ny years o ut o f the classroom . 

T here seemed to be giants in the landd, 
· ·11 my heart an but the resoundmg cry 1 . . 

soul was that God was calh?g me mto 
the minist ry. A nd now, hav ing spent 

. 1 J am mo re sure one year studyrng iere, 
here God wants tha n ever tha t I a m w 

me. The seminary has .helped me to 
develop my spiritua l gifts . 

l believe that God has ent:usted do me 
the gi fts o f preaching , t each~ng a n 

. b d . nee to his com-pastonng. In o e ie h d 
mand I want to bui ld the churc an 

bl ,h 1· s o f others with the peace 
ess t e 1ve d' d the 

that surpasses understa n mg an 
cern for ot he rs , love tha t shows a con 

expecting no thing i~ ret ~; · tist Sem i-
T he North America n p d del in 

· me a goo mo 
nary has a lso given .. tra t io n . It has 
its faculty and adm 1 n~xample and not 
taught me to lead by . tha t to lead 

d d I am learning 
by eman · . d in the lives o f 
means to be involve 

ART BOLLAERT 
others-loving them , not lording over 
them. T o lead requ ires tenderness, in­
timacy and openness. T o lead means to 
be concerned that C hrist's goals are 
met, a nd not my o wn. 

Jn response to his call , God has p ro­
vided blessings beyond what I am able 
to ask or to think. Such are the rewards 
o f obedience to the divine command. D 



by Ernie Zimbelman 
"Dear Dr. Zimbelman: 

I am a very tired minister. I know I 
love the Lord, and I spend literally 
hours committing myself to him. I want 
to be a faithful servant, but there are 
many areas of my ministry which I con­
sider unsatisfactory. 

The main area of concern about my­
self is that I cannot say 'No' to people, 
and so I find myself constantly doing 
things that I feel are not my responsibil­
ity. As a result I find myself resent/ ul 
and often downright biller. 

Why don't I stand up for myself? 
A Pastor" 

Your question: "Why don 't I stand 
up for myself?" can be answered rather 
easily. You do not stand up for what 
you want, because you are afraid of re­
jectio n. W hat people think of you and 
expect of you is more important to you 
than what you think and what you 
want. Consequently, they get their way, 
and you lose respect for yourself. Even­
tually, you resent people who seem to 
be able to control and manipulate you 
in o rder to gain their goals . 

There a re several books on the market 
now to help individuals like yourself: 

Dr. Emie Zimbelman is professor of 
Pastoral Counseling ar North American 
Bap1is1 Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, and 
is in charge of the Sioux Falls Psycho­
logical Ser vices Clinic. A ddress letters to 
Dr. !:.'. Zimbelman, 1605 S. Euclid Ave., 
Sioux Fall~ . SD 57105. 
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I . Asser1ing Yourself by Sharon and 
Gordon Bower (Addison-Wesley, 1977). 

2. When I Say No, I Feel Guilry by 
M. Smi th (Bantam Books) . 

3. Stand Up, Speak Out, Talk Back 
by Robert Alberti and M. Emmons 
(Pocket Books). 

4. Assertion Without Hostility (tape) 
by Ernie Z imbelman, (NABS). ($2.50) 

This sounds like very simple advice, 
and so it is . But to actually change your 
situation so that you do not feel con­
tro lled a nd .manipulated by others de­
mands a basic change in Ii festyle . You 
must remember that where there is a 
" manipula tor" there is also someone 
will ing to be " manipulated ." As you 
discuss your feel ings o penly, you wi ll 
find there are many people who share 
your experiences . 

Repression of strong feelings can be 
destructive. Unless the resentment and 
bitterness you speak about are appro­
pria tely expressed, you will release them 
inappropriately. An inappropria te way 
for releasing resentments is to "dump" 
them on those we love most: o ur family 
members. This causes long-range prob­
lems. 

Another way to release bitterness in­
appropriately is to convert it to physical 
symptoms. Th is may result in organic 
breakdown in such common illnesses as 
ulcers, heart problems, colit is, and 
various forms of hypertension. Or it 
may be converted to psychosomatic ill­
~esses such as head and backaches 
tiredness, "not feeling good," or a vas; 
variety of neurotic and even psychotic 
reactions. 

Christians often pu t up with a lot of 
"gu.ff'.' and then rational ize it as ideal 
Chnsuan behavior. It is one thing to 
"s~ffer for the cause of Christ, " and 
quite s01:nething else "to a llow myself to 
~e manipulated because I need to be 
liked." 

" Treat others as you want them 10 
~~ea t you" (Luke 6:3 1, Living Bible). 

Love your neighbor as yourself" 
(Matt. 19: 19, Living Bible). 

The thought in these passages gives us 
the .answer to the problem we are d is­
cussing. Usua ll y people who feel used 
by others would feel very guilty if they 
used others. Therefore, the next t' 
Yo u fe I " h d" 1me e pus e ask yourself " 1 f h 
were m~, a nd I were him , what 'would ~ 
~va nt hi m to do?" The answer usually 
is, " I'd wan t him to tell me how 1 k 
h. f 1 ,, ma e 

im ee. In other words " I' d h' • want 
1m to confront me a bout m y u h 

ways." P s Y 

"Do unto others as you wo uld have 
tl.1em do to you." Do it, in this kind o f 
~1rcumstance, a nd I can guarantee that 
if you keep p racticing the Golden Rule, 
your Chnsl!an life will never be the 
same again . 0 

GOOD-BYES 

(Conrinued from page 9) 

horizon. Christ's a rms were outstretched 
as if calling me back. My eyes flooded 
and blurred away the sight. I laid back 
on the seat a nd murmured: "Adeus, 
Bras il." 

New York greeted us with an icy 
smile on a windy, sub-zero morning . 

Spring made the city warm a nd more 
colorful. As we drove, we sang together 
the fo lk-songs we had learned to love. 
Those three m onths had seen us together 
in the swampy marshes of the Gulf of 
Mexico, as well a s in the frozen nights 
of northern Mani toba. We had been 
happy in Anaheim, but now as we sang, 
the tears choked away the words as we 
drew near Queens and the Kennedy Air­
port which would ·be our parting for­
ever. 

We sat around and chatted as though 
tom orrow would be no different from 
today. The time came. I handed Martha 
her coa t and soaked the shoulders of 
several other ones. It happened a ll so 
quickly a nd soon they disappeared be­
hind the gate. The fou r of us eyed each 
other with damp eyes a s we walked 
toward the bus which was now so very 
empty. 

The New J ersey tu rnpike was crowded 
and bright, but we were quiet inside. 

Experiences come a nd go, and we 
learn about life. We grow u p, and 
things don 't impress us so much any­
more. Even so, the thirst fo r new 
horizons pushed me on. 

It was the end of August, a nd the 
heat of summer was beginn ing to wear 
off. The squ irrels were busily collecting 
the few nuts that rema ined on the 
ground around the hazel trees . 

My bags were o n the front porch, and 
I was eager to go. College would be 
starting in three days, and I felt proud 
that now I was an adult who could meet 
the world alone. I bravely walked up to 
them and embraced them. I was very 
shocked to not ice a lump form ing in m y 
throat. I paid no attent io n to it and 
managed to mutter a few "farewells." I 
got the car started a nd backed down the 
d~iveway. They waved from the kitchen 
window as I turned into the qu iet subur­
ban street. The lum p grew and exploded 
when the trees hid them from sight. I 
recall my visions as a youngs ter when I 
dre~de~ this day. J was shaken by the 
realiza tion that I st ill did not know how 
to say "GOOD-BY E." 0 

The Three Great 
Decisions of Life 

by Wayne Fischer 
At a recent youth ret reat I had the 

privi lege o f attending, the cent ral theme 
revolved around the three major deci­
sions we must a ll face in life- accepting 
or rejecting C hrist, choosing our life's 
mate and deciding on our career. Those 
o f you young people who have fu ll as­
surance of salvatio n , who know pre­
cisely who you will marry (or fully 
know wha t you are looking for in a 
mate), a nd who know \~i thout a doubt 
what your life's career Wiil be, . pleas~ let 
one of your friends rea~ th1~ arncle. 
But if you have any quesuo ns in one or 
a ll ~f these a reas-keep reading. As you 
read this article I would ask a favor of 
you. C hallenge my thoughts if Y?u 
don't agree wi th them. Search the .sc~ip­
tures to satis fy your spiritual cunosll~, 
remembering that God's Holy Word is 
the fi nal authority. Let 's begin. 

Accepting Christ .. 
The firs t o f the three major decisions 

we all face is by fa r the most in:iporta nt 
o ne. Either we must accept C hr.ist Jesus 
as our personal Savior and believe 1.hat 
he d ied for our sins, or we must, reJeCt 
him a nd a ll tha t he sta nds fo r. . It s t~at 
s imple. If you are reading 1.h1~ article 
and a re not a born again C hnsuan, ~nd 
you rea lly wa nt to take the fi;st ~II im­
porta nt s tep to knowing ~od s will for 
your life , here is how the sun ple plan of 

salvation works. . 
Firs t remem ber we are a ll sinners. 

"All h~ve sinned; all fa ll short of God's 
glorious ideal" (Rom. 3:23 L.B.) . 

Secondly , rea lize that the conscqu.en~e 
of sin i ~ death . " The wages of sin ts 
deat h; bu t the free gift of God is et crn ~! 
Ii fe th ro ugh Jesus C hri t o ur Lord 
(R om. 6 :23 L .B.). 

Mr. Way ne Fischer is a member of rhe 
Memorial Baptist Church, Parkston , 
SD, and is taking post graduate work at 
South Dakow State University, Brook­
ings, SD. 

Thirdly, understand that God loves 
you and gives you a way o ut o f dea th . 
" It is by God's grace that you have 
been saved, through faith. It is not yo ur 
own doing, but God's gift. There is 
nothing here to boast of, since it is not 
the resul t of your own efforts" (Eph. 
2:8,9 T .E.V.). 

Finally, to have salvation all we need 
to do is believe. "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved" 
(Acts 16:31a L.B.) . 

If you' re not saved you can personal­
ly invite C hrist into your life right now 
by praying in your own sincere, heart­
felt words. Merely tell J esus that you 
are a sinner and need a Savior. Tell him 
you believe that Jesus died for your 
sins. Repent and ask forgiveness fo r 
your sins and ask Jesus to come into 
your life and who lly take cont rol. Fi­
nally, dedicate your li fe to him through 
fu ll obedience and service. 

After making this first all important 
decision to accept J esus Christ, your life 
now has new meaning. You wan t to 
serve C hrist rather than fulfill your own 
selfish desires. Keep in mind, however , 
that being a C hristian doesn't necessar­
ily mean your problems are all over, but 
now you have a new source o f strength 
-one to whom you can turn in time of 
need. "Trust in him a t a ll times; ye peo­
ple, pour out your heart before him: 
God is a refuge for us" (Psa. 62:8) . 

Accepting Christ a s your personal 
Savior is the real key to finding God's 
will for your life. Now that you 're a 
child of his, he will reveal his wonder ful 
plan to you step by step. It has been 
stated that finding God's will is like go­
ing through a series of doors. We ap­
proach a door and try the handle, if it is 
unlocked we open it a nd find what is 
waiting for us on the o ther side. We 
continue approaching doors, testing to 
see if they are locked or not. If we find 
a locked door we simply go to the next 
door. You can see that God reveals his 
will for o ur lives o n a very persona l and 

The author "doing what I enjoy most-working 
with my sheep." 

intimate basis . Each of us has our own 
series of doors to go through. Unlocked 
doors tell us we a re going in the right 
direction. Locked doors signify that 
something better is waiting for us be­
hind another door-we must place our 
full trust in the Lo rd that he will point 
out the right door for us. This is the 
part of spi ritual maturity that is very 
difficult fo r impatient people such as me 
to accept. 

Choosing a Mate 
The other two major decisions we 

must face, choosing a mate and choos­
ing a career , are directly rela ted and 
dependent upon our first decision. For 
if we reject God our lives remain a be­
wildering maze o f problems, frustra­
tions and disappointments. If, on the 
other hand, we choose C hrist , he guides 
us with the Holy Spirit and his Word, 
a llowing us to turn li fe's trials and 
tribulations into meaningful and pur­
poseful experiences. I mentio n these two 
decisions together here because there 
may be some difference of opinion as to 

which of the two is next in importance. 
I' m of the opinion that choosing o ne's 
li fe mate is not a matter to be taken 
casually or flippantly, and therefore 
deserves our full attentio n. C hrist may 
lead you into several careers during your 
lifetime, but he dictates tha t we choose 
only one mate . You decide where the 
importance should be. 

You lay the groundwork fo r li fe's 
second most important decision during 
your pre-dat ing a nd dating years . O ne 
day you are suddenly aware that the lit­
tle neighbo r with whom you used to 
play Cowboys and Indians, now seems 
interested in you in quite a different 
way. You are on the threshold of a new 
and wonderful period in your life-the 
dating years. Looking ahead, you are at 
the same time both horribly frightened 
yet terribly excited . This is as it should 
be. God encourages wholesome relation­
ships between men and women. " But in 
the beginning a t the time of creat ion, it 
was said, God made them male a nd fe­
male. And for this reason a ma n will 
leave his father a nd mo ther and unite 
with his wife" (Ma rk 10:6,7 T.E.V.). 

You may say at this point, this all ap­
pears to be so beautifully natural and 
simple, why is this guy gett ing so con­
cerned about da ting and especial! ) 
whom we date? Well, I will admit I'm 
not a n expert o n da ting (for good ad\·icc 
on ela ting, 1 encourage you to read some 
of the many excellent C hris tian books 
available on the topic), but I have done 
enough o f it to appreciate actua lly whv 
we date. Let 's face it, we imply have t~ 
date in o rder to get to know the op­
posite sex well eno ugh to marry. Get 

(Conti11ul!d Clll JICl,!! I! 31) 
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\f\J.N\.U Scholarship 
Recipients 
Each year the Women's Missionary 
Union provides scholarships for selected 
students at the North American Baptis t 
College and the North American Baptist 
Seminary. Recipients from the Seminary 
are Linda Marek and Carol Ann 
Be~d.er; recipients from the College are 
He1d1 Fehr and Leona Miller. Following 
are responses received from the girls. 

"Thank You" 
by Leona Mi lier 

' Glen Ullin, ND 

" In all your ways acknowledge h' 
and he shall direct your paths" (P im, 
3:6). rov. 

Thi.s verse has become a special love 
of mme, because it has provided ·d-
ance and direction in many crucial ~ui 
of my life. tmes 

~Y li fe in Chri st began when I was 
qui te smal~ and has continued to bring 
me great JOY. up through each pass ing 
year. After high school passed b 1 f 1 

d f 
Y, et 

a n.ee or more knowledge o f the Bible 
which brought me Lo the North A . 

B 
. men-

can aptt st College. After two yea f 
dd

. b' . rs o 
a ing to my 1bltcal fo undation 1 . , was 
able to put mto practice many o f the 
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concepts I had learned. I worked in a 
secular situation for a year and then 
found myself a member of the God 's 
Volunteers team of 1975-76. God's lead­
ing in my life made me realize that 
when I was in full-time C hristian work I 
was happier than in any other place. 
This realization and a fantas tic year on 
God's Volun teers brought God's call fo r 

e to ret urn to NABC to finish the m . 
Bachelor of Religious Educatton pro-
gram . I asked God why I should go 
back to college if I didn't hav~ a 
definite goal in mind, but he provided 
that in his wonderful timing, too. I 've 
always enjoyed children and hope to 
work with them full- time upon comple­
tion of my studies here. 

This year has contributed to growth 
in my spiritual li fe, and my prayers for 
financial help have been so graciously 
supplied by you, dear people. The best 
way I can thin k o f to say thank you to 
all of you is to continue to serve Christ 
and let my light shin e, so that men 
everywhere would see him in me. 

God's 
Plan 
For Me & 
by Heidi Fehr, 
Switzerland 
For the gift received toward m y school 
account, I would like to convey to you 
my appreciation and many tha nks. It 
has been a great surpri se to me. 

I was born in Switzerla nd a nd came 
to Canada four yea rs ago. My firs t 
landing point was Vancouver where I re­
mained fo r one a nd one hal f years . 
There it was that I sat down and asked 
myself, " Where is my futu re going to 
be?" Because I lea rned K inderpflegerin 
in Z uerich before my way turned to 
Canada, my interests were in children. 

NABWU CONGRESS I N THE 
BAHAMAS, OCTOBER 12- 16, 1977 
If you are interested in a ttending the 
North American Baptist World Alli ­
ance Women 's Unio n Congress , be 
sure to make reservations immed iate­
ly with Major Travel, NABWU , 2639 
Raeford Road, Fayetteville, NC 
28303. For information, write to ou r 
N.A.B. Office a t Oakbrook T errace, 
IL. 

Where can I help the children in need, 
and how? How can I be a witness to 
them? With the Bible knowledge I had 
at that time, I wouldn't have been very 
effective. After looking over various Bi­
ble Colleges, I completed an application 
form for the North American Baptist 
College and determin ed that if I would 
be accepted, I would go; otherwise, I 
would forget about Bible College. 

Yes, I was accepted. Jn the meantime, 
Bible College has turned into th ree years. 
I am enrolled in the Bachelor of Reli­
gious Education program. In those three 
years I have gained a lot of knowldge in 
various field s: music, Bible and liberal 
arts courses . I have learned to live in a 
dorm , getting to know students from 
different cultures, accept ing each s tu­
dent as an individual person. But my 
greatest learning experience here was 
getting to know God in a different way; 
sta rting each day a new with him and ex­
periencing him. I have learned to have 
patience in thinking about my future . It 
used to worry me, but I know God has 
a wonderful plan for me, and he will 
open o ne door after a nother a s I have 
experienced until now. 

My BRE program will be finished in 
April 1978, when I would li ke to get in­
volved with children 's work aga in. 
Where? I ' 11 go wherever God leads me! 

by Dorene Walth, 
W.M.U. president, 
Bismarck, N.D. 
Summer traveling usually involves en­
countering stretches of road under con­
structio n. One C hristian couple, who 
had JUSt finished dri ving through such 
a ~ area , came upo n a s ign to which th e 
w1.fe responded, " That's wha t I want 
prin ted on my tombs tone." Her hus­
band chuckled a s he read the sign to 
himself, EN D OF CONSTRUCTION. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PA­
T IENCE! 

Construction work is ted ious , unplea­
sant a nd monotonous with a few irregu-

la ri ties, challenges and excitements 
tossed in from time to time. Rebuilding 
and rearranging are often required in 
order that hazards can be eliminated. 
Construction work is costly . There is a 
price to pay for "smooth sailing. " 

A complete friction-free life is not 
possible in this world ; even though 
rough spots can be patched up and short 
cuts taken over some circumstances. 

The construction crew and their 
foreman must have unending patience 
with each other as they produce the 
desired effect. The dust, heat and long 
hours of the day bring innumerable ir­
ritations. 

As friends, loved ones and work as­
sociates have been patient with me 
through the years, they have reminded 
me to more consistently practice pa­
tience with those around me. Although 
God has used others to teach me this 
virtue, it is he who has demonstrated 
unending patience with me while I've 
stumbled a long "up the stairway." I 
often oppose his efforts to chisel off the 
uneven edges, unaware that he is shap­
ing and molding me into his perfect 
saint. O nly he knows the overall plan 
for my life. Only he knows when the 
end will be and what the finished prod­
uct will be li ke. 

Meanwhile, it is comforting to me to 
realize that I am a "becoming" person. 
I a m becoming what God wants me to 
be-slowly, surely and sometimes pain­
full y a nd rebelliously. I need not feel so 
frustrat ed with my shortcomings, be­
cause I know these don't have to be 
permanent. I'm not what I could be. 
I'm not what I ought to be. But, thank 
God, I' m not what I used to be! 

"Show me the pa th where I should 
go , 0 Lord; poin t out the right road for 
me to walk. Lead me; teach me; for you 
are the God who gives me salvation. I 
have no hope except in you" (Ps. 
25:4,5 , Living Bible). 

Open 
Doors ' 
by Linda Marek, 
Sioux Falls, SD 
The scholarship money you provided 
has been a big help to us. Many tha nks 
for your support. 

Once again the Lord has proved that 
he will open doors for us and lead the 
way if we will only rely on his perfect 
timing. During our time at Seminary, 
many people asked us what we would 
do following graduation, but we had no 
plans. Because we were pa rt of the first 
group to graduate with the M.A. in 
Counseling, there were no footsteps in 
which to follow; we would make the 
first ones. Neither were there churches 
waiting with open arms to hire a profes­
sional counselor; we would have to help 
them recognize the need . Meanwhile, we 
had to wait on the Lord and trust that 
he had led us to Seminary for a purpose 
and would continue to unfold his plan, 
little by little. 

Ken and I were too busy with assign­
ment s to worry about the summer; 
therefore, we were surprised when ap­
proached to take on a summer intern­
ship a t First Baptist Church of Elk 
Grove, near Sacramento, CA. The re­
sponsibilities involved cam p and youth 
work, visitation and counseling, among 
other things. This sounded exciting to us 
because youth ministry was a special in­
terest o f ours , and the fact that our 
visas this year were good until Septem­
ber, whereas, last yea r they had expired 
in June, seemed to indicate that the 
Lord had planned this for us. 

By the time this is printed, we will al­
ready be in Elk Grove, 3000 miles from 
our home in Burlington (near T oronto), 
Ontario. Please don' t ask what we will 
do in the fall . The Lord hasn' t told 
us- yet! 

Waiting 
On the 
Lord 
by Carol Ann Bender, 
Sioux Falls, SD 
When I told my students that I was 
returning to school , they thought I was 
crazy! Yet it was because o f them that I 
felt the Lord was leading me to enter 
the counseling program at the Semina ry. 
1 took a risk and left a teaching posi­
t io n, town and students that l loved, to 
enter the Seminary. I left knowing that 
to get back into a teaching position 
wou ld be difficult, and going back to 
school a fter teaching three years may 
not be so easy. 

A verse that comes to mind often is 
Psalm 27 : 14: "Wail on the Lord, be o f 

good courage and he sha ll strengthen 
thine heart. Wait, I say, on the Lord." 
It isn't easy to wait , especially if you 
are one who likes results as soon as pos­
sible, but I have learned that to wait on 
the Lord answers many prayers and 
gives me the courage to face problems. 
Prayer has become a very important 
aspect in learning to wait on the Lord. 

There have been times when things 
have been di fficult, frustrating and try­
ing. But I have never doubted that the 
Lord has led me to the Seminary to do 
his service, using the abilities he has 
given me. I have the desire to be used 
by the Lord for whatever purpose he 
has planned for me, and I know that he 
wi ll not let me down and will be by m y 
side for whatever the fu ture holds. 

by La Verna Mehlhaff, 

women's work 
director 
The White Cross filmstrip, "Unto 
the Least of These, " has been 
brought up to date. The revised edi­
tion , "Joy in Service, " is now 
available to you for a rental fee of 
$2.50. It may be requested from the 
Communications Dept., North Amer­
ican Baptist Conference, I So. 2 10 
Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
60 18 1, or for o ur Canadian churches, 
from the North American Baptist 
College, 23rd Ave., 11 5 St., R. R. 3, 
Edmonton, AB T6H 4N7. 

The filmstr ip tells the story o f the 
work done by the women of o ur 
churches to supply the many needs in 
our hospitals and clinics in Camer­
oon and Nigeria. Thi s is a vital 
ministry, for without these supplies , 
the hospitals, clinics a nd maternity 
centers could not function. ln 1976, 
322 uni ts were shipped with a total 
gross weight of 38,437 pounds a nd 
valued a t $48,6 13 .00. A heartfelt 
" thank you " to all people who had a 
part in preparing these materials a s 
an outreach in overseas missions . 

" . .. Inasmuch as ye ha ve done it 
unto the least of these m y b rethren , 
ye have done it unto me " (Mat t. 
25:40). 
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Little did l know what I was in for 
when the Frontier 500 Convai r left Den~ 
ver. Out of habit I reached fo r my 
briefcase and s tarted writ ing a letter. 
Occasionally I looked out of the win­
dow and noticed that the airplane was 
getting closer to the mountain range. 
The city of Denver is one mile high. But 
my plane had to climb much higher to 
cross over the Rockies in order to even­
tually land in Alam osa, Colorado 
which lies in the San Luis Valley abou; 
8,000 feet high. ' 

The plane began to shake, climb, 
drop and behave in most irregular ways. 
A few March days ago this area had 
been hit by a killer snow storm that had 
pretty well cri ppled several of the Rocky 
M.ountain. states. Was there another 
blizzard in the making? I discovered 
tha t there was increasingly more snow 
on the ground below us. 

As the stewardess made her way to 
my seat, she skill fully balanced a tray 
wuh . refreshments. J ust as she was 
reaching for my orange juice glass, the 
plane b?th dropped and jerked sharply 
to the side. She not only spilled most of 
~Y glass, but also the other glasses emp­
~ted their contents on the seat across the 
isl: .. Minutes ago I had given up on 
writing. I had to concent rate on my 
Stom.ach, beca use the sight of a few 
vomiung co-passengers did not rea ll y re­
lax me. What was going on? 

" Don' t worry about a thing," com­
forted one of the passengers , who 
l ~oked to me like a veteran user of this 
a1rlJne. " This flight is known for tur­
bulences and is generally ca lled the 
'Vo.mit ~omet '." Just then the plane 
agaJn . shivered, shook and jerked in a ll 
d1rect1 ons, all at the sam e time. 

Fi na lly, the plane touched down on 
the runway. When it came to a halt it 
was stil l bombarded by heavy wind 
gusts . Be~ause the propellers would not 
stop ro tal!ng, the securi ty conscious per­
sonnel would not let us d 1 .. Pl b ep ane. 

case~ e. careful and hold on to the 
guardra il wllh both hands " the co .1 . , -pl 01 
cauuoned th e deplaning passengers. 
Both hands? I had my big camera case 
an.ct my briefcase, and I badl y needed a 
third hand, for the wind was blowi ng 
fiercely . The terminal was obscured by a 
heavy cloud of sand. I had been in 
sandstorms before, but this brown 
sand-loaded ai r was worse than what j 
had ever encountered . 

''Welcome to Colorado!" Gradually 1 
dared to open my eyes, just wide 
enough that they wou ld not be showered 
with <,a nd and tha t l could make o ut 
who was greeting me. Dr. and Mrs. Earl 
Ahrem, our N.A. B. missionaries in 
Monte Vista , ex tended their friendly 
welcome. Kay Hunt, missionary nurse in 
the ... ame ci ty, who had been on 1he 
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VISITING 
THE 

same plane, joined us, and then we were 
heading for Monte Vista. 
K~y told of her experiences at a 

medical workshop in Chicago. I listened 
only wi t ~ on~ ear, for I was too eager 
to take 111 wtth my eyes as much as I 
could . 

Then we a rrived in Monte Vista. 
" Where is the mission field?!" asked 
Earl Ahrens. Could he read my 
thoughts? " Well , just wait , " he an­
swere? his own quest ion , "in a moment 
we will cross the in famous creek and 
then we' ll be on the wrong side ~f the 
creek ." When he saw the blank ex pres­
sion on my face, he added , " You see in 
ot her cities some people live on 'the 
~vr?ng side of the tracks; in Monte Vista 
it 1s a creek that takes the place of the 
tracks." 

After unloading both of the ladies 
Dr . Ahrens gave me a quick or i entat i o~ 
tour th ro ugh his " mission field o n th 
d " e oorsteps, a 24-block poverty-marked 
low rent a rea. Every so o ften there was 
a nice looking, clean , and modern 
house, surrounded by mudbrick bui ld­
Jngs . A number o f years ago R 
Ahrens had founded the " M ' ev . 
ing Sale " onte Haus-

s, a non-profi t construction 
and sales organization Tl . . . 
tion is able to . lts organ1za-

arrange for I % h 
construction loans for lo . ouse 
I' · M w lllcome fami ies Ill onte Vista . All the r , .-
c~t ed houses are the result of OpLe fa b~ 1 -
S10nary's ff Jr mis-. e on lo put these s · 
speak1.ng Americans into decent h~~1~1s h 
My first impressions at M .es. 
shocked me and 1 h d Ontc Vista 

' a to tell m If repeatedly tha t this Yse 
11 · povert y situa t" rea y exists today in the U .S.A ion 

Mrs L · · . · 01s Ahrens served a cl I' . 
Spanish supper Then 1 c 1c1ous 
lo k · was ready to 

o over the church f T . 
the 2 000 ac i ities , especially 
lo 1" square foot education and fel-

ws i1 p u111 t, which was cl c1 · . 
January 1977 Th e ICatecl 111 
b . e tour had to be b . f 

ecause it was time to leave f rt e ' 
cert at Center. or a con-

Dr. Ahrens' van was air d 
to capaci ty when 1 ea Y loaded 
I I came aboard s d 

cen y there was a bi hell . · u -
young people in theg o, because the 
as their " lo I va~1 recognized me 

ng Ost friend " M 
these hugging and ye ll in k.d· os1 of 
of th " J g 1 s were pan e es us Express" I · . cl I . . c 101r, tha t had 
excite t 1e Trienn ial Conf . 
Ponlancl All 1 . erence 111 
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Faith Baptist Church at Center. The Bethel Baptist Church at Del Norte. The leader of the Bib le Study. 

Missionary David Keiry at the 
Bethel Baptist Church. 

Mrs. Keiry is the leader of the Ghil· 
dren·s Bible Club. 

Since men are not allowed in the Women's Bible -Study Mr. Blea demonstrated the "Fur-
Qroup, he decided to plaY next door. no" he built some time ago. 

"' Some p -
altend eople do not dare to 
but th the church services, 
board. ey read lhe bulletin 

MISSION 
FIELD 

The church a t Center was packed to 
capacity, when the 33-voice choir of the 
Friends Bible College from Haviland, 
Kansas, began their concert. Their pro­
gram was qui te heavy, with music selec­
tions by Bach, Handel, Beethoven and 
other old composers. The audience lis­
tened but had a hard time to catch the 
spi ri t of this rather demanding program. 

On the way home there was again lots 
o f singing in English and Spanish . The 
Ahrens gave me their car to use during 
my stay in the Valley. The Monte Villa 
Inn in Monte Vista was to be my home 
for the next three nights. 

After a quick breakfast at the hotel, I 
was off to Center, where the Keiries 
gave me a typically sout hern-warm wel­
come. Their house became my house 
and their meals my meals. 

David Kei ry was born in Monte Vista 
43 years ago . As a " local boy" he is 
fully a t home in the Spanish language 
and customs. His wife, Priscilla, is from 
North Dakota and had - hardly even 
heard a Spanish word, before she was 
assigned to the San Luis Valley in Col­
orado as a student service worker 
among the Spanish-American people, or 
as they prefer to be called: the Spanish­
surnamed people. When David was five 
years old , his fa ther died, and David 
lived with his grandparents near Center. 
His great-grand fa ther had been a Pres­
byterian min ister, and also his grand­
fat her was a very act ive church worker 
who led him to Christ. After some 
detours in hi s young Ii fe , he fi na lly 
came to live in Center, th ree blocks 
away from his present church. During 
the fo llowing years he received his 
schooling in Minneapolis, Denver and 
Sioux Falls. Since 195 7 he and his fa m­
ily have been serving as missionaries 
both in Center and Del Norte. 

In 1970 the Methodists at Center sold 
their church building, and the young 
Baptist congregation, under Rev. Keiry's 
able leadership, purchased the building . 
Our conversa tion in their spacious liv ing 
room (another o f Dr. Ahrens' prefabri­
ca ted homes!) could have go ne on for 
many hours. Their Ii fe stories are color­
ful, and we had not even discussed their 
eight children, which would have added 
even more spice to the family history. 

However, we had to leave for Del 
Norte, where a ladies' Bible study 
group was meet ing. The picturesque 
town o f Del Norte is o nly a few miles 

away from Center, right at the foot of a 
snow covered mountain range. To this 
day, gold mining is one o f its main in­
dustries. At one time there had been 
plans to make it the State capital. But it 
lost its race to the city o f Denver. Only 
the wide streets, planned for parades 
and ot her o fficial events, remind the 
visitor of the ill fa te o f this would-be 
capi tal. 

The Bible study group met in a home. 
While the ladies exchanged ideas and 
studied God 's Word, the young son o f 
the house played in the kitchen, a nd I 
shutt led between the livi ng room and 
the ki tchen, snapping pictures . 

Then we were of'f aga in , this time to 
look over the worship facilities at Del 
Norte. 

The Bethel Baptist Church has 34 
members and was organized in 1958. 
The church looked clean on the outside 
as well as on the inside. Rev. Keiry 
could not praise enough the fa ithfulness 
of the congregation which over the years 
has stood the test against hosti li ty from 
both local militant groups and other 
church groups with li tt le sympathy for 
Baptists. 

From the church we drove to the 
home of Mr. Gaspar Blea , whose wife 
we had met at the women' s Bible study. 
He was sitting in his customized trailer, 
which at one time was owned by the 
Conference and used by the summer 
s tudent workers. 

Mr . Blea , a deacon at the church, was 
very happy to welcom e us to his "sum­
mer house." He had only two books: 
the one a Spanish Bible, the other a 
biography of a Pope, also wr itten in 
Spanish. But both books showed the 
sign of much use. In his small ga rden he 
showed us his " Furno," the pride of 
every Mexican born man. It is being 
used for baking, cooking, o r plainly as 
an incinerator. 

Back in Center, we hardly had time 
for lunch, because the first members of 
the Children's Bible Club appeared at 
the parsonage, asking for a drink of 
water and ba lls to play with or other 
items. The meeti ng was held at the 
church. The Faith Baptist Church is not 
yet officia lly orga nized, but it has a 
vita l part in the life of the community. 
The billboard outside at the church pro­
claims, " IF GOD IS IN YOUR 
HEA RT, HE SHOULD BE VISIBL E 
IN YOUR LIFE. " A nd the Bible Club 
proves the truth of th is say ing. 

About 15 boys and girls quoted Scrip­
ture verses, sang heart ily and had a 
good time. One of the boys was the 
so~g leader, a nd he took his job very 
seri ously. The entire program, led bv 
Mrs. Ketry, was in the English languaoe · 

Then it was my turn to tell t hen~ ·a 

(Co11ri1111ed 011 page 27) 
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Gud"s 
llolunleers 
report 

The ministry of God's Volunteers, 
1976·77, ended with their crusade in 
Watertown, WI, May 15, 1977. 

Photos by Dave Robinson 

Bob Walthe r 
busy plann ing a 
G.V. Crusade. 

Beth, Kathy and Scott role-playing in 
a follow-up seminar. 
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Day off ! 

Outreach in 
the Small Church 
by Ray Harsch 

It is a known fact that the majority of 
churches today are considered to be 
small churches. Being small does not 
necessarily mean that a church's out­
reach program is ineffective. Outreach is 
possible not only in the larger churches 
but is a lso very effective in the small 
ch urch, wherever it is located. 

The desire of a n increasing number of 
chu rches is to improve their outreach 
ministri es. The following suggestions 
will grea tly aid the small church in 
reach ing people. 
I . Meaningful Worship 

T he emphasis given to worship is vital 
in reach ing people. It is here where peo­
ple meet God in a personal experience 
of worsh ip and hear the preaching _of 
warm-hear ted, biblical messages which 
ground them in their fa ith. 

It is in the preachi ng of the gospel ~ n 
an atmosphere of meaningful worship 
that people are attracted to Christ. Until 
they hear the gospel message, people are 
not reached in a saving way. 

Even though so me people w_ill _att~nd 
a worship service without an inv1tat1on 
because they arc spiritually hungry, the 
fact is that most people come to the 
church because they have been personal­
ly invited and encouraged to come by 
church members. Many small churches 
are apparently depending upon persons 
seeking out the chu rch rat her than the 
church seeking out persons. 
2. An Outreach Plan 

It has been said that "if we do not 
have a plan for outreach, we may be 

I · an The Rev. Raymond Harsc 1 ts ev -
gelism director of the North American 
Baptist Conference. 

following a plan for death." Churches 
who do not plan for outreach generally 
do not reach out. 

T he plan should include a regular 
program of visi tation and outreach. 
Some churches are so content with the 
way things are in the fellowship of the 
small church that newcomers are con­
sidered "outsiders" and are not wel­
comed into the fellowship. 

The plan should discover prospects 
for the church: Families who do not a t­
tend church; new residents in the com­
muni ty; lonely people. A visit from the 
people of the church will cause multi­
tudes to think a bout their spiritual needs 
and of the church. 
3. An Effective Sunday School 

An effective plan of outreach does 
not overlook the Sunday school, which 
is at the heart of an outreach program 
in the small church. When we use the 

LOR"D, MA'/ OVR 
CHU RCf{ t'l.JT 
H ET TO OLIR 

PRAYER<; 

CHALLHl6f U~ TO 
GREATfR VEllCA­
l lON AND LET IT 
$TAl<T WITH ME 

Sunday school for outreach it is not 
necessary to organize a special organiza­
tion. A time is already scheduled for 
study, fellowship and training. 

By a revita lization of the Sunday 
school many small churches would take 
on new life and experience growth. An 
active Sunday school will take the in­
itiative to find people who need Bible 
study through a regular visi tation plan. 
Classes that feel responsible fo r certain 
names will reach out. 
4. Looking for a Ministry 

People in a small church who look at 
their community will generally see some­
thing that needs to be done. It may be a 
day care center, kindergarten activities 
or a family in need. 

It is important to know the commu­
nity in which your church exists. Secure 
a good map of your area of responsibil­
ity and systematically discover every 
prospect in that area. A small church 
can cover a large area with system and 
persistance. 
5. Love Makes the Difference 

"Most of all, let love guide your life, 
for then the whole church will stay 
together in perfect harmony" (Col. 3:14 
T LB). 

Repeated visits by concerned and 
friendly church members who are gen­
uinely committed to Christ reveal a 
warmth and intimacy which seem to 
come na turally in a small church. Love 
and feeling for each member are ad­
vantages in the small church that give 
that personal touch to outreach. 

A small church need not be a li ttle 
church. It can organize to reach pros­
pects and unenlisted people. 

Why not create an image in your 
community of trying to reach people 
and to help them as well. A small 
church = People + Love. 

If God's people will reach out and go, 
then the Lord will bless and his Church 
will grow. D 

LOOK, LORD­
I'VE GOI ALL 
l CAN "DO 
ALREADY 
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As a Baptist Christian, I believe that 
the task of the believer is given in the 
words of C hrist when he said , "Ye shall 
be witnesses un to me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uuermost part of the earth " 
(Acts I :8). A command is given in sim­
ilar terms by Christ when he said to his 
disciples, "Go ye into all the world, a nd 
preach the gospel to every creature" 
(Mark 16:15). Again he said, " It is writ­
ten , . . . that repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations , ... and ye are wit­
nesses of these things" (Luke 24:46-48). 

I believe the Christ ian task is sum­
marized by our N.A.B. Conference in a 
distinctive principle "the proclamation 
of the gospel throu~houl all the world." 
What our Conference churches believe 
lo be our mission and how we carry it 
out are governed by the direct com­
mands of Christ. The straightforward 
task is to proclaim the gospel through­
out all the world. Pioneer Baptist mis­
sionaries, like Adoniram Judson and 
Alfred Saker, are examples of obedience 
to the work given us by Christ. The 
spread of the gospel by early German 
imm igrants to others who came from 
Europe and elsewhere and together 
formed fellowships of German Baptist 
churches in Canada and the United 
States is further example in o ur Con­
ference history of our o bed ience to 
Christ's command. Our continued high 
priority for home and overseas mis­
sions, our emphasis o n evangelism, our 
service opportuni ties for youth as God's 
Volunteers , our program of Church Ex­
tension, and o ur training institutions for 
pastors and missionaries are present 
evidence of our Conference commitment 
to proclaim the gospel throughout a ll 
the world. 

The proclamation of the gospel is 
primary and central to the believers' 
task. The Lord gave comma nd for other 
work which is additional and supple-

by Fred Folkerts 

mentary to proclamation of the gospel. 
But a dis tinction should be made be­
tween proclamation of the gospel and 
other tasks which compliment that pri­
mary task. When Jesus appeared 10 his 
disciples after his resurrection, he com­
manded, "Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptizing them .... . teaching 
them to observe a ll things whatsoever I 
have commanded you" (Matt. 28: 19-
20). Baptizing and teaching the obser­
vance of all Christ's commands are ad­
ditional aspects of the believers' task. 

T he Proclamation 
As a Baptist believer I am com­

manded to be a witness for Chris t. A 
witness is one who has seen o r heard or 
experienced something. As a believer, I 
identify myself with the disciples to 
whom Jesus opened the Scriptures a nd 
showed them "that repentance and r:­
mission of sins should be preached m 
his name among all nations, beginning 
a t J erusalem " (Luke 24:37). Again I 
identify with the apostles to whom he 
said, "Ye sha ll be witnesses unt.o 
me ... " (Acts J :8). Jes us said ~o his 
disciples "Ye shall bear w1tness, 
because 'ye have been with me · · ·" 
(John 15:27) . As a Baptist bel.iever, I 
testify of Christ out of my firs thand 
knowledge and experience of him .. I 
have experienced repentance and remis­
sion of my s ins through Christ and can 
therefore speak to others of the gospel 
of C hrist. My witness is a recommenda­
tion to o thers that they too receive what 
Christ offers them. This conforms to 
our Conference distinctive of regenerate 
membership in the church. I have e~pe­
rienced regeneration and testify o f 11 t.o 

'b this others . The Apost le Paul desert es . 
K. Agnp-experience when he says to ing f 

pa, "having therefore obtained help 0 

God, I continue .. . witness ing and sayd 
ing those things which the prophets an 

" (Acts Moses did say should come . 
26:22). Again he expresses my ~x~en­
ence, when he states that the ministr~ 
which he had received from the Lor 
J . el of the esus was "to tesufy the gosp 
grace of God" (Acts 20:24). . 

My proclamation is a lso a persuasion. 
This is Jinked to m y conviction a~d our 
Conference distinctive of soul hb:~ t y. 
All persons ma ke a responsible decisi.ohn 
f · i·f for wh1c or o r against God in this i e, 
they will be held accountable. Some 

. . h basis of an make tha t decision o n t e 
· t ·20) But incomplete revelation (Rom. · · 

. el 1 am to as a proclaimer of the gosp • 
f ee and re­Persuade others 10 make a r 

The Rev. Fred C. Falke.rt~ is asso~i~~~ 
secretary for overseas m1ss1ons, N. 
Conference. 

sponsible decision on the basis of the 
revea led Christ in the Scriptures and the 
living Christ revealed by the Holy 
Spirit. The Apostle Paul says, "Know­
ing therefore the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade man" (II Cor. 5: 11 ). Again 
Paul says, "Now then we are a mbassa­
dors for Chris t, as though God did be­
seech you by us: we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled 10 God" (II Cor. 
5:20). The divinely commissioned task 
of the Church of Jesus Christ is to do 
everything possible to persuade people 
of a ll nations to turn 10 the Savior. 
Believers are to appeal to them 10 be 
reconciled to God through him. 

T he Gospel 
The gospel I proclaim is outlined by 

Christ for his di sciples when he ap­
peared 10 them after the resurrection 
and opened their understanding of the 
Scriptures, "Thus it is written and thus 
it behooved Christ to suffer, a nd to rise 
from the dead the third day; and that 
repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among all na­
tions beginning at Jerusalem. And ye 
are ~vitnesses of these things" (Luke 
24:45-48) . That same gospel is summa­
rized by the Apostle Paul, " I declare 
unto you the gospel . .. which ye have 
received, . . . by which also ye are 
saved. For I delivered unto you first of 
all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; and that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the th ird day" (I Cor. 

15: 14). 
The Apost le Paul gives the central 

theme of the gospel when he says, ".All 
things are o f God, who hath reconci led 
us to himself by Jesus Christ, a nd ~~th 

·ven to us the ministry of reconc1ha-
~ . Ch . . n· namely that God was m nst , 
(10 ' ' . 
reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; a nd 
hath commiued unto us the word of 
econciliation" (II Cor. 5: 18-19) . The 
~ospel 1 proclaim is the gospel of Pete~ 

d the other Apostles when they an 
::ered the Jewish counci l, "The God of 

ur fat hers raised up Jesus, whom ye 
~ew and hanged on a tree .. Him hath 
God exalted . . . to be a Pnnce and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to I sra~l , 

nd forgiveness of sins, and we are wll­
a sses of these things" (Acts 5:30,3 1). 
neAs a Baptist believer, the gospel. 1 
proclaim centers around Jesus Chn~t 

d his redemptive work. He was cruc1-
~~d and died according t? God's eternal 

Jan revealed in the Scnptures, and he 
P aga·in from the dead. His death rose . 
satisfied the requirement ~f God to 
make punishment for. the .sm of man-

k. d His resurrection 1s evidence of the tn . . . 
completion of his work and his umque 
role as mediator between God and man. 

It is a life-changing gospel which re­
quires that all persons repent of their sin 
and ask for forgiveness on the basis of 
the punishment C hrist received on our 
behalf. It provides cleansing from sin 
and restoration to fellowship with God 
when a person repents and has fa ith in 
Chri st as his or her substitute for sin's 
punishment. The gospel requires that 
Jesus Christ be Lord of my life here and 
now and anticipates his return again to 
rule heaven and earth. It is a gospel 
shared with others by those who have 
experienced its change from death in sin 
and separation from God to life through 
Jesus Christ and restoration to fellow­
ship with God. 

To All the World 
The gospel of C hrist is for all persons 

everywhere in every generation from the 
time of Christ to the present and will 
continue to be applicable until Christ's 
return. Proclamation of the gospel starts 
at home, in "Jerusalem" (Aces 1:8), 
spreads to surrounding areas, "in all 
Judea and in Samaria," and extends to 
all areas of the world, "unto the utter­
most part of the earth." As a believer, I 
have an obligation to proclaim the gos­
pel to those near me as well as to those 
who are far away. My obligation crosses 
all boundaries of race, nationality and 
geography. What applies to me today 
was applicable for other believers in 
former generations. Paul says, "God 
our Saviour wi ll have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. There is one mediator ... 
the man Christ Jesus ... to be testified 
in due time" (l Tim. 2:4-6). That due 
time is here a nd now for every believer 
until Christ returns. Paul says , "When 
the fullness of time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, to redeem them that were 
under the Jaw" (Gal. 4:4). The time was 
due for believers to proclaim the gospel 
when the fullness of God's time came, 
at which time he sent his Son to redeem 
them that were under the Jaw. 

Today I have an obligation to pro­
claim the gospel to all people of my 
time in our world. All other believers 
share that obligation with me. The sad 
fact is that multitudes of people in the 
world still Ji ve and die without ever be­
ing told of the redeeming work of 
Christ. Salvation through Christ does 
not automatically apply for them . They 
must hear, repent and believe in order 
to be saved. The gospel must be pro­
claimed to them, and they must exercise 
specific faith in the Lord Jesus C hrist in 
order to be reconciled to God. These 
realities prompt in me, and I trust in 
every believer, a sense of urgency to 
proclaim to all the world the gospel of 
Jesus C hrist. May God help us to do 
this by his Holy Spirit. D 
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Personal Estate 
Planning Gift 
Annuity Rates 
Go Higher 
by Everett A. Barker 

(These rates apply in the United 
States. Canadian rates differ 

and are available upon request.) 

The Conference on Gift Annuities met 
in Minneapolis on May 4 and approved 
higher rates for payments to gift annui­
tants. As a member of the organization, 
our Conference fo llows these standard 
rates. This is the third rate increase 
since 1971. With inflation hurting most 
older people on fixed incomes, it is 
good that some benefits are available. 

What are gift annuities really about? 
What can they provide for you? 

WHAT IS A GIFT ANNUITY? 

A gift annuity, regardless of which 
charitable organization offers it, is two 
things: a gift for the organization and a 
lifetime income for the individual or 
couple. Charitable organizatio ns are the 
only ones that legally qualify to issue 
gift annuities. Insurance companies sell 
commercial annuities but not gift annui­
ties, and there is a difference. A com­
mercial annuity offers a greater dollar 
return because no gift is being made. If 
you have limited dollars and must have 
maximum income, a commercial annuity 
is better for you. Because a gift annuity 
is partially a gift, the United States and 
Canadian governments provide tax sav­
ings on the income which has the effect 
of raising the rate of your return. The 
higher your tax bracket, the greater 
your return. Jn addition, the United 
States allows a tax deduction on the gift 

The Rev. Everett A. Barker is esrare 
planning director of rhe North Ameri­
can Baprisr Conference. 
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portion for the year contribu ted with a 
five year carryover privilege. An annuity 
should not come from money you need 
for living expense but rather from in­
ves tment type dollars to provide income. 

HOW DOES A GIFT ANN UITY 
WORK? 

You permanently give a specified 
amount of money to the Conference in 
return for a guaranteed life income 
determined by your age. You also re­
ceive an income tax deduction for the 
gift portion and an exclusion amount 
from the annual income, as computed 
by government tables. The Conference 
in~es ts the money in a Segregated An­
nuny Fund to draw interest so that you 
can be paid; it is legally bound to this 
agreement as long as you live. Your gift 
does not go directly to the work until 
you die. If you live a shorter time than 
the mortality tables say, the gift is 
more, and if you live longer, the gift is 
less. We have had a few people outlive 
the gift. Incidentally, stat ist ics indicate 
that people who have gift annuities Ji ve 
longer than average. After death the 
gift value, at that time, is released 'from 
the. fund to the Conference ministry to 
which you had designated it. 

HOW CAN YOU FUN D A GIFT 
ANNUITY? 

Cash or securities can be used. Real 
est~te cannot be used, because the regu­
lations of New York State under which 
we. are chartered do not permit it. These 
stnct .regulations are intended to protect 
yo~r in~estment. If you fund a gift an­
nuny with appreciated securities, there 
may be a reduced capital gains tax un­
der the complicated bargain sale rule 
but there are ways to pro-rate the ta~ 
over your life expectancy. 

WHAT DOES A N.A.B. GIFT 
ANNUITY OFFER YOU? 

I. Safety of investment 
2. Tax savings for the gift and 

income 
Po~s ible estate tax and probate 
savings 

3. <?ood returns-(see column to th 
nght) e 

4. . A contribution to the Conference 
. Gt'.t ann~i~ants have found satisfac­

!ion in receiving a good return on their 
~nvestment and peace of mind in know­
ing that the gift will ultimately benef" 
th~ Con ference ministries. We have a~~ 
nuuants who . !~ave as many as eleven 
separate ann •~1t1es. Have you considered 
a~ N.A. ~. Gift Annu ity to provide you 
with an mcome now and a gi ft for the 
Conference later? [ J 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
GIFT ANNUITY RATES 

(N.A.B. Gift Annuities since 1899) 

SINGLE LIFE 

Uniform Gift Annuity Rates 
adopted by Conference on Gift 

Annuities, May 4, 1977 

~ Rate Age Rate 

35 & 4.50/o 63 6.1 
under 64 6. 1 
36 4. 6 65 6.2 
37 4.7 66 6.3 
38 4.7 67 6.4 
39 4.8 68 6.5 
40 4.8 69 6.6 
41 4.8 70 6.8 
42 4.9 71 6.9 
43 4.9 72 7.1 
44 4.9 73 7.3 
45 5.0 74 7.5 
46 5.0 75 7.7 
47 5. 1 76 7.9 
48 5.1 77 8.2 
49 5.2 78 8.4 
50 5.2 79 8.7 
51 5.3 80 9.0 
52 5.4 81 9.3 
53 5.4 82 9.6 
54 5.5 83 9.9 
55 5.6 84 10.2 
56 5.6 85 10.5 
57 5.7 86 10.8 
58 5.7 87 I I. I 
59 5.8 88 11.4 
60 5.8 89 11.7 
61 5.9 90 & 12.0 
62 6.0 over 

Two Lives-Joint and Survivor table 
avai lable upon request. Send today 
for the free booklet , "Questions and 
Answers about Gift Annuities. " 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE/ PROV INCE ZIP 

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North 
American Baptist Conference, I So. 
210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Ter­
race, Villa Park, IL 601 81. Phone: 
(312) 495-2000. 

Minneapolis, MN 
May, 1977 

I've just arrived to begin my commission-
1 'm the newest member of the Brazil Mis~ion! 

My name is Melody Joy Rabenhorst, and I was born 
on March 19, 1977. Dr. Peter Fehr was my doctor and 
he took special care of Mommy and me. ' 

I'm just a few weeks old, and I haven't had much 
experience in writing letters, but I do want to say 
"hello" to a ll of you and say a special "thank you" for 
the many cards and letters which I've received. Thank 
you for praying for our family, and please continue to 
pray for us and especially my Mom, because she's still 
having pain in her back. Very soon the doctor will 
decide if she needs to go back to the hospital to have an 
operation . 

I really like my new home and especially my big 
brothers, Murrey a nd Marcus. They go to school every 
day, but after school they play with me. My Dad goes to 
school too, and his school is called a seminary; so that 
leaves just Mommy and me at home during the day, and 
we have lots of fun together. 

Melody's parents, R ichard and Beth Rabenhorst, are 
Brazil missionaries, presently on furlough. 

INMBMeRY 
eF 

My Mom and Dad took me downtown one day to 
have my picture taken . They said it was for something 
called a "passport ," and I heard them say something 
about a trip this summer to Brazil. I don't know where 
that is, but it must be a great place, because Murrey and 
Marcus are excited , and they talk about all or their 
friends who live there. I guess I'll like living there too, 
but I'm going to miss all of you. I hope you'll write to 
me sometime, and maybe you could come to visit me. 
That would be just great ! 

I'm getting tired; guess it's time for my nap. 

Lots of love, Me I od '/ 

oeR0THY I?eWELL 
Dorothy Johnson Powell, born Sept. 

16, 1916, in Chicago, IL , died April II, 
1977, in Sioux Falls, SD. She married 
Ralph E. Powell on Aug. 5, 1944, in 
Chicago. Dorothy accepted Christ as her 
Savior as a young girl and used her life 
as a faithful witness in sharing love and 
faith, with special concern and effec­
tiveness among ch ildren. She moved to 
Sioux Falls in 1950 with her husband 
when he became professor at North 
American Bapt ist Seminary. She was an 
elementary school teacher. She is sur­
vived by her husband; 1wo daughters: 
Ruth Dahmen, Janesville, WI, and Eliz­
abeth Fladmark , Sioux Falls; a brother, 
George Johnson; four sisters: Margaret 
Johnson, Rose Anderson, Mae Kreston, 
and Ann Temme. 

Deep gratitude is expressed for the 
kindness of Dorothy's many friends 
who remembered her so faithfully over 

a long period of time with cards, 
flowers, and particularly with prayer. 
The loving concern and support during 

these di fficult months has been much 
appreciated. She wanted the memorial 
service to be an occasion of triumph 
because of Christ's victory over death 
and the assurance of eternal life through 
his resurrection. Her request was that 
the service be a testimony of the peace 
and joy of salvation which she experi­
enced for over fifty years. 

It was the family's decision that 
Dorothy's body be contributed to medi­
cal science with the hope that it will ad­
vance the cause of cancer research. 

Dorothy J. Powell 
Scholarship Fund 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the North American Baptist 
Seminary, 1605 S. Euclid Ave .. Sioux 
Falls, SD, 57105, for the establish­
ment of the Dorothy J . Powell 
scholarship fu nd. [ 
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Dr. a11d Mrs. Gera Id Borl11ert 
to Leave Se111i11arJ' 

Dr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Borchert, 
dean and professor of new Testam~nt, 
and instructor in Christian ~ducat10~ , 
respectively, have jointly submitted t_he1r 
resignations to the North . Amen can 
Bap tist Seminary. They will assu~e 
simila r positions a t Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Lombard , IL , 
effective July 15, 1977. . 

Dr. Borchert has taught at the semi­
nary for the past 14 years ; the past 
seven years o f which he serv~d as 
academic dean. During his deanship, he 
has been instrumental in developing a 
dynamic facul ty and in do ubling its 
strength. More than a dozen ~ew P.ro­
grams have been inaugurated, including 
study programs in Africa a nd Israel, 
and accelerated B.A .-M.Div. P rogram 
with Augusta na and Sioux Falls .C:01-
leges, a docto ral program for quali fied 
ministers several new masters degree 
program;, and a Lay Certifica te Pro-
gram in Ministry Studies . . 

In addition to meritorious service to 
our seminary, Dr. Borchert has been. ac­
tive in the N.A .B. Conference, v.anous 
educational circles , and in Bapti~ t a f­
fa irs. He has lectured widely and 1s the 
author of numerous articles and two 
books , Today's Model Church, and 
Dynamics of Evangelism. 

The Rev. Donald N. Miller is vice presi­
dent for development at Norrh Ameri­
can Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

Now at last, the course you have 
dreamed of! Play hymns from the 
very fi rst lesson. Develop your talent 
for the glory of the Lord. T he five 
volume MARY JO MOORE P IANO 
COURSE, based on the old hymn 
tunes, is being o ffered FREE with 
the purchase of THE CASSETTE 
TEACHE R, five ca ssetLes covering 
every page of the course. Purchase 
the casselles for $25 .00 and the fi ve 
books , a $ 19.00 value, wi ll be sent 
absolutely free. I f you have a lways 
wanted to play the piano but could 
not afford expensive lessons, this is 
fo r you . Even students who have a 
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Mrs. Borchert has taught in the area 
of C hristian educa tio n at the seminary 
for a num ber of years a nd has been ac-

priva te instructor wi ll find many 
ho urs of teaching helps . T here are 
over one hundred hymns. Many 
beautiful arrangements are suitable 
for preludes, o(fe rtori es , etc. Sati s­
fied customers in sixty countries a nd 
forty -nin e s lat es. COMPLETE 
SA T!SFA C T/O N OR YOUR 
MONEY PROMPTLY REFUNDED. 
Offer good unti l Aug. 31, 1977 , or 
while present supply la sts. Order 
from: Mary J oe Moore, Dept. BH , 
286 Poland Ave., Stru thers, Ohio 
44471. P lease add 50<!: shipping 
charge. Residents of O hio add 40Jo 
sales tax. 

by Donald N. Miller 
ti ve in cond uct ing various C hristian 
educat ion workshops . 

Th e Borcherts have two sons , Mark 
a nd Timothy. In their letter of resigna­
tio n the Bo rcherts stated : 

" We have made many friends during 
this time at the seminary both within 
and outside of the denomination. The 
people of the N.A .B. churches have 
been wonderfully supportive of our min­
istries and of our articles in the Bapt ist 
Herald. We have loved the opportunity 
of teaching and thank God for the stu­
dents that have passed through our 
classes. The trustees over the years have 
become personal f riends. The faithful 
staff of the seminary has been exceed­
ingly loyal and he/pf ul. To them we ex­
press our genuine appreciation. Finally , 
we are particularly grateful to our Lord 
f or our colleagues who have served be­
side us in teaching and administration. 
They have come to be more than fellow 
laborers. They have been close f riends 
and prayer partners through all types of 
experiences. " 

T he words of the Apostle Paul are a n 
appropriate expression of o ur gra titude 
to the Borcherts for their years o f minis­
try a mong us , " We than k God for every 
remembrance o f you." 

Special appreciat ion was expressed for 
the minist r ies o f Dr. a nd Mrs. Borchert 
at a reception given by the T rustees in 
the Borcherts' honor o n Friday evening, 
April I. 0 
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~ OI . The Missiona.ry Baptist 
C hu rch, under the leadership o f the 
pastor, the Rev. J ohn Reimer , held pre­
Eas ter services April 5- 10. T he Rev. 
Da niel Fuchs, Oak Par k, IL, reti red 
Di rector o f E vangelism , N.A .B. Con­
ference, was o ur specia l speaker. After 
the Easter Sunrise service, the congrega­
tion , a lo ng with the Rev. and Mrs. 
Fuchs, partook of a break fast. In the 
even ing service, a young lady accepted 
C hrist as Savior . (Lydia Maliszewski , 
reporter.) 

U . I\ (,RO\ F . CA . Th e Nor-Ca l 
Women 's Association meeting was held 
a t First Baptist C hurch . T he theme, 
" T he Ministering C hurch," was in tro­
duced by President Esther Woehl. ~ 
dinner wa s served fo llowed by a busi­
ness meet ing. An offering was ta ken for 
missions in Cameroon and Brazil. O ur 
gues t speaker was the Rev . Richard 
Rabenhorst, missionary, Brazil. (Pat 
H offman , reporter.) 

JA\U~'Bl RG, '\J . Fo llowing church 
members hi p classes fo r young people 
a nd adults , o ur pastor, the Rev. K~rl 
Bieber conducted a baptismal service 
on Ea,s ter S unday. The 13 candi.da tes 
were welcomed into the fellowship of 
Fi rst Bapt ist C hurch o n May I , along 
with a couple joining by letter o f 
trans fer. 

The Sunday School Easter program 
was presented on Palm Su nday. The 
You th Fellowship choir, " The New 
H orizons, " a lso sang . 

The Ladies' C hristian Fellows~ip 
packed Kilo boxes for our missionanes 
in Cam eroon a nd J apan. d 

Many mem bers became enthused a n 
a ttended the training insti tu te held at 
ou r chu rch for "Here's Life, Great ~r 
New Yor k" C rusad e. We part ic i p~t.ed 10 

the te lepho ne and fo llow-up mimstry. 
(Marguerite Lee, reporter .) 

l\.\\f\ .\l\H II . Th e Rev . J ake 
· . B t·st Church, Levereue pas1or Fi rst ap 1 

1 Lodi CA was ' spea ker a l l mman~e 
Ba p1 ist C h,urch 's Spi ri tua l Li fe Crusa e. 
N. . . de On Easter 111e decrsro ns were ma · 
S . , 101· the Rev . unday even ing, o ur pdS •. 
Walter Dingfield bap1ized frve young! 

' ·e rece1 vec People and adu lt s. O thers we1 
by Ieuer or confess io n of fait h . 

T he I 13th Anniversary of the c h ~r rch 
was March 24 . On March 27 a n anni~er­
sary di nner was he ld before th~ evening 
service with three hund red 1n atten­
da nce. ' Mr. and Mrs . Russell Sell s were 
honored for th eir se rvice to the Lord

1 
•.. 

C cerl C 1011 
Th e W heaton College o n r 

and the Philadelphia (PA) College .0
1 B. t o ur chu rc i. 1ble Choir gave concert s a . 

. 978 1c pla n to 111 -
I n 1he s pri ng of I ' ' M . 

sta ll a new Zimm er pipe o rgan . 1 
• 

Gary Griffin, Olivet C ollege, is our new 
choir director. Mr. Timothy Nelson, a 
professor of organ at O livet College, 
a nd a Ba ptist from the C hicago area , is 
our new organist. (Al ice M. Luh rs, 
reporter.) 

KA\KAKU:, JI . Youth fro m Imma n­
uel Baptist Church are involved in vari­
ous opportuniti es with the N .A. B. Con­
ference this summer . 

C hris ti ne Salzma n is with the youth 
min istry tour to Cameroon. 

Three Kanka kee a rea students at 
North American Baptist College, Ed­
monto n, AB, were invo lved in three­
week tours with musica l groups. Rick 
Foster and Steve Matheny are members 
of the "Choristers," which to ured west 
to the coast , giving 20 concerts in 18 
days . Joy Fos ter is in a girls' sextette 
which a lso to ured. Dr. and Mrs. Louis 
Johnson, former pastor a nd wife of Im­
manuel, accompanied the group. (Alice 
M. Luhrs , reporter. ) 

\\ t.-,s"GTO'I, SPRl"iS, Sil . It was 
wi th great joy that we at Imma nuel 
Bapt ist C hurch wi1nessed the baptism of 
six young people (pictured) upon confes-

sion of their faith in J es us Christ on 
Jan. 29, 1977. The Rev. Darwin Stahl is 
the pastor . (Mrs. Jerry Klud t, church 
clerk.) 

HI· 'TO' II \RROR . \11. " Ha ts off to 
mot hers" was a beautiful setting for 280 
great-grandmas, grandmas, mothers and 
daug hters on May 6 a t our a nnual 
mother-da ugh1er banque1. 

Our girl 's sextet had translated a 
choral read ing o f Joshua's, "As for me 
and my ho use .... " from Portugese to 
English. Mrs. Herma n Effa gave the 
devotio nal with the help o f t he girls to 
ill ustrate how Jesus pu t so much em­
phasis on the type o f "headgear" one 
migh t enli st , such a s a helmet. (Lois 
Breit kreuz, reporter.) 

KA'\K<\Ktt.11 . Q ui te a number 
from the Imm anuel Bapt ist C hurch at­
tended the Ill inois Associat ion, Apri l 23, 
at Baptist Mission C hurch , C hicago; 
lad ies a11ended the Baptis t Day of 
Prayer a t First Bapt ist C hurch of Nor­
ridge, a lso. Some lad ie from 1he 
Women 's Miss ionary Society vis ited the 
N.A. B. Interna tional Off ice, Oak Brook 

Terrace, in May. They assisted in pack­
ing Whi te Cross materia l. The W.M.S. 
held a mother-da ughter banquet a nd 
style s how in May. 

The Rev. Fred Fo lkerts, associate sec­
retary for miss io ns, spo ke to the mission 
commit tee of the chu rch and others re­
cently. The Rev. Everett Barker , associ­
ate secretary for es ta te pla nn ing, spoke 
to several people in Ka nka kee recently . 

In May, the Rev. and Mrs. Roger Lit­
fin , assistan t pastor, presented a won­
der ful sacred concer t. Since he had re­
signed effective May 7 to study fu rther 
at Dallas Theological Seminary, a t this 
concer t the president o f the youth 
group, Pa ul Dennis, spoke in a pprecia­
tion of their extensive work wi th them. 
Mr. Gilbert Luhrs, moderator , spoke o n 
beha lf of the church . Mr. Don Absher , 
cha irman , Board of Deacons, presented 
them with a love o ffering . (Alice M. 
Luhrs, reporter.) 

El>MO'oiTO'. AB. Capilano Baptist 
Church , Edmo nton, hosted the 1977 Al­
berta Ba ptist Association, March 24-27. 
T elevision crews a nd cameras were on 
ha nd to mark the event in honor of 
Daunovan Buyer, ou r m oderator, and 
the N .A.B. churches of Alberta. G uest 
speakers included Dr. Frank C . Peters, 
president , W il fred La u rier U ni v., 
Waterloo, ON; the Rev. Lyle Wacker. 
Church Extensio n secretary, N.A.B.C .; 
Dr. Dieter Lemke, missionary, Camer­
oon . 

T he you ng people shared in a sport s 
spectacular program a nd took charge of 
the Associa tion Ra lly. 

For 1978, the A .B.A has been invited 
to Temple Baptist C hurch, Medicine 
Hat, April 6-9. Our new moderator is 
the Rev. Ron Berg, pastor , Steele 
Heights Baptist Church, Edmonton . 
(John W . H offmann , reporter.) 

SH .... Til CK. 01\.. Four persons were 
baptized a nd received into the member­
ship o f the Ebenezer Baptist C hurch by 
the Rev. E dwin C . Ollenburger. 

The Oklahoma Associ ation Youth 
Banquet was held at our church , April 
3, 1977, with the theme being "The 
King Is Com ing." Mr. Romero, pastor, 
Bethel Baptist C hurch , Cherokee, was 
the speaker. 

T he members of the W.M .S. have 
been very b usy with their month lv 
meeting a nd White Cross projects. , 

On March 25 our church held a s ur­
prise dinner in celebrat ion of the 43rd 
wedding anniversary of our pastor, the 
Rev. a nd Mrs. E . C. O llenburger. (M. 
Longhofer, reporter.) 

HRH• I \U , "> Mr. and Mr. 
Jake Schlafmann ret urned from a ix-
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week trip to Cameroon, Africa. While 
there, they made their acquaintance with 
their ~C:w gra.nddaughter, Melody Joy, 
a~d v1s1ted wnh their son, Jarvis, and 
wife, Marilyn. 

The Schlafmanns report many unique 
and varied experiences, as they visited 
all of the N.A.B. mission stations. They 
were impressed with the beauty and 
p~acef~lness of the country and the 
fnendhness of its people. 

ASHLEY , ND. The Women's Mission­
ary Society of Ashley Baptist Church 
made a n? donated 12 sofa pillows for 
the Baptist Home to be distributed in 
the pews of the Chapel for the comfort 
of the residents. 

The Men's Brotherhood held a work-
~~op on Apr!! 5 an.ct. discussed the topic, 

Educators m Pohtics." Several speak­
ers took part. Men from IO area 
churches attended. 

A farewell fellowship hour and pro­
gram was held April IO in honor of the 
Rev: and M.rs. R. H. Zepik; he has been 
serving as interim pastor, Feb. I-April 
JO. ~ love offering was presented to the 
Zep1ks. (Mrs. Carl Fischer, reporter.) 

ASH~EY, ~D. The Rev. Allan Gerber 
and his family, formerly of North Free­
dom, WI, were welcomed April 17 a 
~~ new pastor of Ashley Baptis~ 
sid u~ch. Gerald Luebeck, deacon, pre-

. e : Leaders of the various or a 
nizat1ons participated The R A hg -F . . ev. rt ur 

ischer, Berlin Baptist C hurch gave th 
charge to the • e . pastor. Responses were 
given by Gerbers . The Men's Chorus 
sang. Many came from neighborin 
churches for this meaningful serviceg 
(Mrs. Carl Fischer, reporter.) · 

SIO.UX FALLS, SD . The combi ned 
Sem~r Choirs o f Trinity and Northside 
Baptist Churches presented a E 
Ca t "Th n aster 

n ata, ~ Last Week," by J. w. 
Peterson, Apnl 3. Consecutive concerts 
were. presented at Trinity and Northside 
Baptist. Churches respectively. The 
Norths1de College and . Career young 

People presented a sunrise service at a 
near?y park ?verlooking the city. In the 
evening ~erv1ce, the C hurch witnessed 
the baptism of two young men. The 
Rev. Walter H . Hoffman is pastor of 
the Northside Church. (Warren J. Hoff­
man, reporter.) 

KELOW NA, BC. On April 17 the 
<:?race Baptist C hurch witnessed th~ bap­
tism o f fifteen candidates during an im­
pressive morning worship service. The 
hand of fellowship was extended to 
these new members; several others were 

received by letter at the observance of 

the Lord 's Supper la ter in the day. The 

Rev. W. E rtis is pastor of the church. 
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The Girls' Club presented their an­
nual program on March 20. The mus ic, 
the presentation of awards, and the 
display of handcra ft afforded us a 
glimpse of the outstanding accomplish­
ments of these chi ld ren and the leader­
ship staff. (Myrtle Ertis, reporter.) 

STEAM BOAT ROCK, IA . A living 
dramatization of Leonardo DaVinci's 
"The Last Supper" was given Palm 
Sunday evening, April 3. This was spon­
sored by the Pathfinders Sunday School 
C lass of First Baptist Church. As Matt. 
26:20-22 was portrayed, "Lord, is it I?" 
was very vivid ly brought to the a ttention 
of each one in attendance. Each discip le 
(pictured) partook of the bread and the 
cup symbolizing Christ 's broken body 
and shed blood for the remission of our 

in . memoriam 

sins. The Rev . Dennis Dewey is pastor 
of our church. (Margaret Schuneman, 
reporter.) 

ST. CLAIR SHORES, M l. Bethel Bap­
tis t Church had a Harvest-Home Din­
ner. The purpose was to bring a praise 
offering for God's abundant love to us. 
A Joash Box was placed in the sanc­
tuary, and the gifts were presented in­
dividually. Our goal of $ 10,000 was 
reached; we a re praising God! We con­
sider it a privilege to partially support 
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Ahrens, Colorado, 
whom we have added to our miss iona ry 
fam ily. 

Mrs. Florence Barrell , age 98, our 
very faithful White Cross worker, has 
rolled all 1,999 bandages sent from 
Bethel fo r our White Cross quota. (Mrs. 
Victor Rocho, sec'y.) 

DENA MEINERTS was born May 26. 191 1. to John and 
Scbcna (Bruns) Meinen s o n a farm nonh of George, IA, 
where she lived her enlirc life time. She received C hrist as her 
Savior and later, on Dec. 31, 1921 , was ba pt ized into the 
membership of Central Bap1ist church, George. She d ied a1 

the age o f 65 years, 10 months and 17 days. She leaves as 
su rvivors 3 bro1hers, 2 sis1ers , a nd many n ieces and nephews. 
TI1e Rev. Morris Motley o fficiated at the funera l ser vice, 
Apri l 16. 

EDWARD JONAT of York1o n. SA, was born April 15, 
1896, at Orcadia, SA, and died April 10. 1977. i\s a teen· 
ager, he accep1cd C hris1 as Savior, was baptized and became 
a member o f the old Ebenezer Church. On March I), 1922, 
he married the form er Rosina Mu1h. He was a faith fu l 
church mc:mbcr, having served ~ a deacon for mnny years . 
A1 1hc 1imc of his passing, he was a member of Central 1-Jap· 

ti st Church, Yorkton. Sun•i\'ors include his wire, Rosimi, 
sons: Lorne, Percy, and Glen: 3 bro1hers, 3 sis ters, nnd J 
grandchildren. The Rev. Morley Schultz and the Rev. John 
Kuehn officia1cd at the scn ·icc. 

MRS. KATHERINE BINDER nee Friedrich died May 2, 
1977. She was born in Hungary (Kozor), May 6, 1880, and 
married in 1900 to Nickolas Binder. They immigrated to 
Regina, SA, in 1927 and to Swan River Valley in 1933. She 
became a Christian and joined the Baptist Church in 
Hungary in 1916, the First Baptist Church of Minitonas, 
MB, in 1933, the Temple Baptist Church, Swan River, in 
1950. She was preceded in death by her husband in 1935, 
one son and one daughter. During recent years she was a 
resident of the Swan Valley Lodge. She leaves 10 mourn her 
death , one son, Henry, Swan River; three grandsons, and 
seven great.grandchildren. The Rev. George Adrian and the 
Rev. J ohn Binder, grandson, o fficiated at the fune ral ser· 
vice. 

REV. PAUL HINTZE, 93, born in East German)', June 10, 
1883, died in Waco, TX, March 2, 1977. He became a Chris­
tian early in life and was called in10 the ministry. Af1u 
fi nishing universi ty and seminary in Germany, he married 
Lydia Knopf. Three children were born 10 th is union: Ru th 
Maulagc Vclton, McGregor; Adina Vogan (deceased Ma)' 
1976) and Frederick, Waco. His wife, Lydia, died in 1940. In 
1942 M r. H imzc married Charlouc Esser, who was an able 
companion and pasto r 's wife. When he retired, they moved 
to Petrolia where they lived until Charlotte's dca lh in June 
1976. He was then taken to a nursing ho me in Waco to be 
near his daughte r. He served many pas1orn1cs, including 
those in Germany; Hilda, AB; Hurneville, TX, and twice in 
Mowata. LA. He is also sur vived by I I grandchildren and 
one brother, George Hinuc, Port Arthur, TX. The grand· 
sons served a s pallbearers. The funeral service was held at 
First llaptist C hurch of Petrolia with the pas tor officiating. 

FREDA KLATT nee Schamuhn was born May 5, I 906, in 
Wicsenthal, AB. She was convened and baptized as a teen­
ager and became a member of \Vicscnthal B:ip1ist Church. 
On July 22, 1925, she married Arnold Klau. This marriage 
was blessed with one son and two daughters. She died April 
26, 1977. Among the survivors arc her loving hwband, Ar­
nold; her son, Dclburne, Leduc, AB; 1wo daugh1ers, Mrs. 
Do lo res Lounsbury, Kamloops, BC, and Mrs. Arlene Irvine, 
Pigeon Lake, AB; eig ht grandchild ren, and four great­
grandchildren. The Rev. Richard Hohensee officiated at the 
funeral service. 

ECKHARD MERKE, 43, Vernon, BC, died April 12, 1977, 
in an industrial accident. He was born Nov. 17, 1933, in 
Grosshanswalde, Prussia. H e immigrated to Canada in 1951 
and became a charier member of Faith Baptist C hurch, Ver­
non, where he served the Lord faithfully to the end. His first 
wife, Frieda Goike, died in 1959. He married Martha 
Grunewald in 1962. Survivors include his wife, Manha; his 
father, E mil; three children: Irene, Barbara, Allen; two 
sisters: Edith (M r.;. Gerhard Hini), Ruth (Mr.; . Gunter 
Koch); o ne brother: Rev. Fred; his stepchildren: Uta (Mrs. 
Lawrence Malkoski), Karen and Brian Grunewald . The Rev. 
Fred Merke, Chicago, and the Rev. Siegfried Hoppe of· 
ficated a l the funeral service. 

WALTER B. SCHULTZ, son of Daniel Schulz. Washburn, 
ND, died at the age o f 66 in Fresno, CA. He was born and 
raised in Washburn. Survivors include two sons; Hcnr)', 
Fresno, CA, and Dick, San Jose, CA; three daughters: Mrs. 
Barbara Quitoriano, Fresno, Mrs. Mari Mooney, Redmond, 
WA , and Mrs. Signe Hickey, Stockton, CA; two brothers: 
Leonard and Rupert; and two sis te rs: Johanna Schulz and 
Ruth Rees. The Rev. Bernard Edinger. Washburn Baptist 
Church , o fficiated at the service. 

BERNICE STE!NllERG was born 10 Walter and Emily 
Steinberg, April 29. 1904, in Lorraine. KS. She d ied April 8 . 
1977, 2 1 days sho n of her 73rd binhday. At 10 )'cars . she 
accepu:d JC\U~ Chr ist as 53,ior. "as bapt iLcd, and joined 
Fir"i l Dap1is1 C hurch, Lorraine. She \\3S acti\(: in the church 
and " orkcd in 1hc chun:h librar y. Miss S1cinbcrg 1augh1 
school for many years in Augus rn. Grent Ucnd and Nc,\lon. 
f\ S. She gaH.' up teaching to care for her parClll \ in 1heir 
later )'Cars of life. llcrni1:c \\3t, preceded in dc::11h b) her 
mother, fmher, and two ' i"itcrs. She lcn'c' 10 du.:-rhh her 
memory: two si,tcr\ , Irene l\otm.. Genesco, aml Fllcn 
Truhla1. Lo rraine: niece\, ncpht.•\\"i and a grcm hos1 ol 
rricnc.h . 

VISITING THE SPANISH­

AMERICAN MISSION FIELD 
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story. Their big dark eyes were glued to 
my lips. It is not too often that they get 
visitors at Faith Baptist Church at 
Center. 

To be at Center means to visit one of 
the many potato processing plants of 
the Valley. We stopped at the plant 
right in the center of the town. David 
Keiry seemed to know everybody, and 
everybody knew him. Therefore, al­
though not open to the public, soon we 
were inside the potato processing plant. 
For the first time in my life I 
found out that potatoes must be pro­
cessed before they end up in a cooking 
pot. 

After a few visits with members of 
the Faith Baptist C hurch, I had a deli­
cious supper with the Keiry family. One 
has to li ve with this fam ily to under­
stand what makes them click. In addi­
tion to their six children, David and 
Priscilla are trying to adopt a set of girl 
twins, who in 1976 delighted many visi­
tors at the Triennial Conference in Port­
land. Then they would have eight chi l­
dren, and they love it! It was a special 
treat to share their meals and, fo r a 
brief time, their lives . 

In the evening I met with the young 
people of the church. A film and a 
lengthy questio n-answer period gave me 
a wonderful opportu nity to get to know 
not only the Keiry family but also some 
of the people to whom they are minis­
tering. 

Back at the hotel in Monte Vista 
short ly before midnight , 1 thanked the 
Lord especially for the work at Center 
and Del Norte and for the Keiry family , 
who is ministering in both cities. How 
wonderful are God's leadings! 

In 1944 North American Bapti sts se­
cured the use of a local Baptist Church 
building which had been closed for 32 
years and launched a ministry to the 
Spanish-surnamed people of the San 
Luis Va lley. It took t he Rev. J. J. 
Reimer several years, until the pagan­
like Catholics began to trust him and his 
successor, the Rev. Young, a nd to a t­
tend the worship services of our mis­
sionaries. 

Again God's miraculous leading be­
came visible, when in 195 l a girl from 
California and one from North Dakota 
came to Center to teach Vacation Bible 
School. The girl from North Dakota 
was Prisci lla Haas. The Colorado boy, 
David Keiry, fell in love with her, a nd 

today they not only take care of eight 
children in their home, but they are 
responsible for the spiritual nourishment 
of hundreds of people in Del Norte a nd 
Center. 

(To be continued . The next article will 
contain: Baptist Work in Monte Vista 
-Heal the Sick and Feed the Poor-In­
terdenominational Bible Study-Wet­
bags Versus Citizens- Baptism With 
Obstacles-Yes May Mean No-Poor 
but Fashion Conscious. 

The third article will dea l with my 
visit to Rio Grande City and to the two 
Mexican towns, Camargo and Vi lla 
Nueva.) 0 

WHY DO WE HA VE CONFLICT 
(Continued from page 5) 

ship. T he Lord J esus made this clear 
when he declared, "I am the way, 
the truth and the life, no one comes 
to the Father but by me." It is 
either by him or a life without 
fellowship with the Father. 

My friend, without Jesus you can­
not have peace in your heart, nor 
can you generate peace around you. 
Jesus said: " Blessed a re the peace 
makers : for they shall be called the 
children of God" (Matt. 5:9). 

In one of his Tracian campaig ns 
Julius Caesar captured Spartacus , 
the gladiator, wh o soon was sent 
into the arena to fig ht with an un­
known foe. There Spartacus u sed a 
phrase that he had often heard in 
the home of his boyhood. To his 
amazement the opponent replied in 
words equally fami liar. Suddenly 
Spartacus realized that he was 
s tanding toe to toe, sword t o sword 
with his younger brothe r, and was 
about to take his brother' s blood. 
Then Spartacus did something that 
all of us would have done if we 
dared. He took off his helmet and 
threw it on the ground. He took his 

sword and sent it sp inning across 
the arena. Reaching across h e lifted 
the h elmet from his brother' s head 
threw his arms around the lad a n d 
kissed him. Then Spartacus turned 
to the box of C aesar and cried out: 
"Sir, we fight not! W e are broth­
ers!" 

Those of us who know C hr is t can 
surely say: "Sir, we fight not! W e 
are brothers !" 0 
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Communication 
by Adolph Braun 

David Brinkley, of NBC News, an­
nounced that since America's one-room 
school houses have been closed, we have 
learned that they were good schools 
after all. The professional educators 
believed that when a ll the children of 
the one-room schools were transferred 
to la rger consolidated schools, they 
would receive a better education. But 
now that every child is in a consolida ted 
system, they concede that children are 
not learning any better. The conclusion 
they reached was that what happens in 
the home is far more important than 
what happens in the schools. 

We Christians knew that all the t ime. 
But, our liberal, social experimenters 
refuse the simple revelation of God and 
his Word. They insist on proving their 
own m.ethod even if it spoils the child 
and ruins the nation. In fac t , we could 
s~y that, in many ways, public educa­
tion has worsened the whole na tion. 
Theodore Roosevelt said "Men tra ined 
in intellect and not i~ religion and 
morals will become a menace to the 
country." A superintendent of schools 
said , "What good is it if our children 
learn eight languages and yet cannot tell 
the truth in any one of them?" 

The highest rate of suicide is among 
our youth. If more of them were taught 
our .creator' s purpose for life, I feel 
confident that the suicide trend would 
quickly fall. Flaull said , " The Scriptures 
teach us the best way of living, the 
noblest way of suffering and the most 
comfortable way of dying. " Yet, most 
American youth have never been taught 
the plan God has for their lives. 

I a m convinced that Christian parents 
could turn the tide if they voiced some 
clear think ing to the school board , or 
better yet, run for school board mem­
bership and open the classroom for 
some teaching of morality and honesty. 
How wonder ful it is to realize that, in 
spite o f the educational trends of our 
confused educato rs, o ur C hristian 
ho mes can st ill m ake it poss ible fo r 
young people to know the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. 0 

The Rev. Adolph Braun is the pastor of 
Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA. 
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AUSTRIAN BAPTISTS 
EXTENDING HOME MISSION 

VIENNA (EBPS)-Membership in the 
nine congregations of the Baptist Union 
of Austria stood at 657 by the end of 
1976. The ch urches baptized 22 new 
converts during the year. 

Dr. Helmut Rabenau, Union Secre­
tary , outlined three major projects. 
They are a new Home Mission activi ty, 
a stronger fin ancia l base, and the Hub­
maier Jubilee events. 

The Burgenland Mission is the prior­
ity work, with a n intensive effort 
planned by a youth and student team 
for this summer. The team will be led 
by Gottfried Rabenau, presently a s tu­
dent a t the Baptis t Seminary of Ha m­
burg. A new work a lso is to begin in 
Innsbruck, directed by the Rev. B. 
Wagner, new Home Mission Secreta ry 
for Austrian Baptis ts. 

Plans for the 450th Hubmaier-Jubi­
laum are expected to give opportunity 
for dissemination of information as well 
as evangelization . During these events, 
to take place in Autumn, 1978, the Aus­
tria n Baptist Union will host meetings 
o f the European Bapti st Federatio n 
Counci l. 

AUCECB HOLDS 
EXTENDED PLENU M 

MOSCOW (EBPS)-At an extended 
Plenum o f the A ll-Union Council of 
Evangelical Christia ns-Bapti sts in the 

U.S.S.R. it was reported that "more 
than 6,000 new souls who ack nowledged 
Jesus as their own Saviour were ac­
cepted through water baptism" in 1976. 
This brought the total number of bap­
tisms since the last Plenum, in 1975, to 
over 13,000. 

Reviewing the blessings of God 
through the past and " highlight ing the 
110th Anniversary of the history o f ou r 
Brotherhood,'' the extended Plenum 
heard a progress report on a more com ­
plete confess ional statement. It also 
especia lly noted the "zealous free-will 
offerings" given by the AUCECB 
churches, as well as the Union's 
"peaceful labour with o u r multinational 
people" over the last century. 

The P lenum participants further sup­
ported the spiri t of co-operation and 
friendship among nations developing 
after the signing of the Final Act o f the 
Helsinki document on European security 
and co-operation, and unanimously ap­
proved the AUCECB Presidium 's in­
volvement in the in ternat ional Con fer­
ence o f representat ives of a ll religions in 
Moscow in June. 

In other actions, the part icipants 
noted "with specia l thanksgiving" the 
cen tenn ia l of the Russ ian Bible, ob­
served in 1976 and crowned wi th a Jubi­
lee Bible edition; and heard reports on 
d istribut io n of hymn books for Estonian 
bel ievers a nd Bibles for German-speak­
ing believers d uring recent months. I t 
was reported that 97 students now are 
enro lled in Bible courses of the first and 
second year. 

Three participants in lhe American Bible Society 's 1977 Nat ional Advisory Council discuss the book, 
··Good News for Everyone ... a recently published book on the trans lat ion principles used in the 
.. Good News 8_ible ... They are (I. to r.) Dr. Kenneth R. Kennedy of the General Association of General 
~apt1sts; D'.. Eugene A. Nida, the book 's author and the Bible Society's execu tive secretary for 
t anslations, and Dr. Gideon K. Zimmerman. executive secretary of the North American Baptist Con· 
ference. Dr. Kennedy .and Dr. Zimmerman were two of 60 denominat ional leaders who attended the 
three·day conference in New York. 

( 

• The Rev. Arthur Garling, pastor of 
Twin Grove Baptist C hurch , Buffalo 
Grove, IL, since 1968, has resigned this 
pastorate effective June I, 1977. H e 
plans to go into secular work. 

• The Rev. Gordon Voegele has ac­
cepted the call to become pastor of the 
new church extension project to be lo­
cated in the Littleton area, Denver, CO, 
effec tive June I, 1977. H e previously 
served a s pasto r of Mountain View Bap­
tist Church, Spearfish, SD, from 
1973-1977. 

• The Rev. Hilton Jarvis accepted the 
call to become the senior pastor of Har­
bor Trinity Baptist Church, Costa Mesa, 
CA, effective July 17. His prior pastor­
ate was that of a church in Wenatchee, 
WA, where he served for IO years. 

• The Rev. Walter Damrau has been 
serving as the interim pastor of Oak 
Street Baptist C hurch, Burlington, IA. 

• The Rev. John Berrier is the new 
pastor of Elm Creek Baptist Church , 
Seguin , TX, since April I, 1977. 

• The Rev. Dan Fuchs began serving 
as interim pastor of East Side Ba ptist 
C hurch, Chicago, IL, o n May I, 1977. 

• The Rev. John R asko, formerly of 
Lewiston, MT, becam e the pasto r of 
Sherwood Park Baptist C hurch, Gree­
ley, CO , on May I, 1977. 

• At the Church Extension Board 
meet ing April 22-23, 1977, the fo llowing 
projects were approved : Red Deer, AB; 
West Edmonton, AB; a nd East Littleton 
a rea, Den ver , CO, (Gordon Voegele, 

pas tor) . 

• The Rev. William Cummins became 
senior pastor of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Detroit, Ml, in May 1977. He 
had served as assistant pastor a t Calv~ry 
C hurch, Grand Rapids, MI , for five 
years . He is married to the former 
Dorothy Fuchs , daughter of the Rev. 
and Mrs . Daniel Fuchs. 

• Klaus Issler, Dallas , TX, has ac­
cepted the call to become the Minister 
of C hrist ian Education of Parma 
Heights Baptist C hurch, Parma, OH, 
effective July 1, 1977. He is a mem.ber 
of S unkist Baptist C hurch, Anaheim, 
CA, and a gradua te of Dallas T heolog­
ica l Seminary, Dallas , TX. 

w 

• The Rev. B. Lawrence Sweeney ac­
cepted the call to become pastor of Oak 
Street Baptist C hurch, Burlington, IA, 
effective August 15, 1977. He was pas­
tor o f an American Baptis t C hurch in 
Dayton, OH. 

• The Rev. Robert Lennick has with­
drawn his acceptance of the call to be­
come pastor of the new church exten­
sion work in Bensalem, PA . 

• The Rev. Victor Gunst resigned as 
the pastor of Meadow Hills Baptist 
Church, Aurora, C O, effective May 31 , 
1977. He has served as pastor there 
since 1974. 

• The R ev. Bert Milner resigned as 
pastor of Meadowlark Ba ptist C hurch , 
Edmonton, AB, effective April 30, 
1977. He had served tha t church since 
197 1. 

• The Rev. Robert Schreiber resigned 
from the pastorate of Trinity Baptist 
Church, Portland, OR, where he has 
served since 1966 as the senior pastor. 

• The First Baptist Church, Eldridge, 
IA, was excluded from the fellows hip of 
the Iowa Associa tio n at a special m eet­
ing on March 15, 1977. Fourteen 
churches o f the Iowa Associa tion were 
represented by 87 delegates a nd five 
council representa tives; three Confer­
ence leaders were in attendance. The ac­
tion came as a result of a factual report 
without any recommendations o f th~ex­
amining committee. The committee had 
been sent to First Baptist Church in or­
der to come to some decision on the is­
sue of charismatic renewal in that 
church . The Rev. Walter Sukut is pastor 
of the Eldridge church. 

• The Fleischmann Memorial Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, P A, has taken on 
the responsibility of becoming the 
"mother church" of the new church ex­
tension work in Bensalem, PA, a north­
east suburb of Philadelphia. 

• The Rev. Ted Keck has accepted the 
call to become the pastor of the new 
church extens ion project in South 
Fargo, ND, effective Augus t 5, 1977. 
He has ser ved as the pas tor of the Glen­
cullen Baptist Church , Portland, OR , 
since 1970. 

• Mr. Gordon Bauslaugh has accepted 
the position of associa te pastor of the 

appen1ng } 

Bismarck Baptist C hurch, Bismarck, 
ND, effective June, 1977. He has served 
as part-time junior youth minister, 
Redeemer Baptist C hurch , Warren, Ml. 

• Mr. Dennis Kee, a 1977 graduate of 
the No rth American Baptist Semina ry , 
Sioux Falls, SD, has accepted the call to 
become pastor of the new church exten­
sion project located in Bensalem , PA, 
effective June 12, 1977. 

• Redeemer Baptist Church, Parma, 
OH, was the object of vandalism the 
first week of May. Vandals set fire to 
the office and broke twelve windows 
and two doors. The Rev. Elmer C. 
Strauss is the pastor. 

• Mr. J. Eloy Romero is the pastor of 
Bethel Ba ptist C hurch , C herokee, 
OK . 0 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
SEMINARY LIVING FI RE 
QUARTET TOUR 

Jamestown, ND, T emple 
Aug . 13, 7:30 p .m. 

Bismarck, ND, Bismarck 
Aug. 14, 11 :00 a.m. 

Minot, ND, First 
Aug. 14, 7:00 p.m. 

Medicine Hat , AB, Tem ple 
Aug. 15, 7:30 p.m . 

Creston, BC, Creston 
Aug. 16, 7:30 p.m. 

Calgary, AB , Brentview 
Aug . 17, 7:30 p .m. 

Calgary, AB, Temple 
Aug. 18, 7:30 p.m. 
Leduc, AB, Temple 
Aug. 19, 7:30 p.m . 

Edmonto n, AB, McKernan 
Aug. 20, 7:30 p.m. 

Edmonton , AB, Cent ral 
Aug. 21, 9: 15 a.m. 

Edmo nton, AB, Nonhgate 
Aug. 21 , 11:00 a. m. 

Edmonton, AB , Meadowla rk 
Aug. 21 , 7 :00 p .m. 

Wetaskiwin , AB, Calvary 
Aug. 23, 7 :30 p.m. 

Carbon , AB , Carbon 
Aug . 24, 7:30 p.m. 

Regina, SA, Faith 
Aug. 25, 7:30 p .m. 

Anamoose, ND, Anamoose 
Aug. 26, 7: 30 p. m. 
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THE TROUBLED 
DOWNTOWN 

CHURCHES 
''Ninety percent o f the downtown 
churches in the United States and 
Canada are dying," discovered Ezra E. 
J ones, a sociologist with the department 
of research and survey for the United 
Methodist Church some years ago. 
Jones has done a two-year study of 
more than 300 downtown churches of 
all denom inations in North America to 
determine the unique characteri stics and 
problems of such churches. 

" Just because a church has a lot of 
money and property isn't a s ign that it 
is successfu l," said Jones. "Many are 
dead but haven't been buried yet, " he 
added. 

Jones noted the fo llowing sociological 
changes of a " negative character" that 
are affecting the downtown churches: 

"First is transportation. Expressways 
take you away from downtown. Mass 
trans it usually isn ' t good. 

" Then, crime is increas ing in the 
downtown area. People say it isn ' t 
growing any more in downtown tha n in 
the suburbs, but fear of crime is greater 
in the downtown area. " 

He cited one church which ad verti sed 
on its bulletin a high q uality musical 
progra m. Down in small print was a no­
tice that armed police guards would be 
protecting the parking lot. 

"A third fac tor is that the downtown 
is hurt ing economically. It has less of 
what it used to have," J o nes said. 

The most significant finding o f his 
st ud~ is this statement: "The church 
that 1 ~ surviving today in the downtown 
area is the church that has learned to 
bala nce survival and service. C hurches 
tha_t are. fa iling today a re those churches 
~h1ch give all to survival or a ll to ser­
vice. You cannot give a ll Lo survival 
because you have to have a purpose'. 
You cannot give all to service, beca use 
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you have to survive if you are going to 
serve." 

Recent ly a letter came to my desk 
from the Rev . James Correnti, pastor of 
our famed Fleischmann Memoria l Bap­
tist Church, founded in 1843 in down­
town Philadelphia, PA. This church 
evidently has learned to balance survival 
with service, because he writes: 

"We have been so thankful that our 
church is built on the rock, which is 
Jesus Christ, during a period of re-ex­
amination of various aspects of church 
life. Most fundamenta l is a growing 
awareness that the church is God's fam­
ily on earth. To this end the preaching 
has continued to concentra te o n the doc­
trine of the church-the place where 
God dwells a nd works the hea ling of his 
people ... " 

That much for provision to surv ive 
spiri tuall y. Pastor Correnti then con­
tinues: 

"Fleischmann C hurch has taken on 
the responsibility of becoming the 
mother church of a Church Extension 
work in Bensalem, a suburb of Phila­
delphia." He ends his letter with a 
jubilant note: "The work continues to 
go forward. The first regular church 
visitors began coming a bout six months 
ago, including a black woman and her 
two children. A bout a month ago, a 
new group began coming a lso, so that 
we have about 20 regu lar visitors. We're 
having abou t 10-12 black people in the 
morning service- a tremendous encour­
agement, as the first group is always the 
hardest to get. 

"This encourages me to be all the 
more bold in preaching the gospel of 
free grace a nd the fruits worthy of the 
repentance that accompanies belief in 
the Savior. " 

Yes, the downtown churches are trou ­
bled, but with God 's help and the prayer 
suppo rt of all North American Ba pJis ts 
Fleishma nn Memorial C hurch, and all of 
o ur other downtown churches, will be 
victorio us and will continue to render the 
God-given m inis try in their communi ­
ties . RJK 0 

RELIGIOUS ANECDOTES SOUGHT 
Would you like to receive picture post 

cards of Mississippi, Southern recipes, 
or whatever? In exchange I would love 
to see religious a necdotes. I wi ll print 
contributor 's name and address in back 
of collections if they wish it printed. 

I am looking for true unpublished in­
cidents-humorous or inspirationa l­
happenings in church or out ; from the 
present or past; from personal experi­
ence or otherwise. Stories you have 
heard preachers .tell are fine! 

Also cu te (religious ly rela ted) sayings 
o f children a nd hum orous mistakes in 
church bulletins. Mrs. Flo rence Bell, 406 
Broadmoor Dri ve, Jackson, MS 39206. 

on en 
iliaklgue 
letters to the editor 

Dear Editor: 
Several items in recent BAPTIST 

HERALD's prompt me to write to you. 
First o f all , let me commend you on the 
new format of your magazine. Frankly, 
prior to the introduction of such items 
as "The Seed" by Martha Jayne Clark 
in the January 1977 issue and "Heavy 
Thinking" I found the magazine rather 
dull. With the exception of a few ar­
ticles on miss ionaries and an occasio nal 
report in " Our Co nference In Action," 
I considered the reading too heavy for­
enjoyment. I was pleased to see the ad­
dition of the lighter touch, despite Rev. 
Bert Harsch ' s objections as voiced in 
the October issue. Guess you just can 't 
please everyone! Maybe you could con­
tinue some o f these lighter things and 
Mr. Harsch could just flip the page, 
thus you'd retain both o f us as readers . 
I especially like "Slow Down" in March 
1976 issue. T his type of reading minis­
ters to those of us less-scholarly readers 
and gi ves your magazine more a ppea l. 

One item did have me confused, 
though. In November 1976's "Forum" 
by Gerald L. Borchert, he cites Exodus 
21 :22 in relat ion to the abort ion issue. 
To me, that p roved nothing. A carefu l 
reading o f that portion of Scriptu re will 
reveal that the "termination of pregnan­
cy" here had nothing to do with a 
willfu l desire to destroy the li fe of a 
fetus . Abort ion, as we are dea ling with 
it today, involves the wi ll fu l action of a 
mother to dispose o f her unborn child. 
In Exodus, the child is a borted through 
accident as two or m ore men are striv­
ing in the presence of a pregnant 
woman who apparen tly gets caught in 
the line of fire. It was unintentional. 
There is a va st difference in this in m y 
thinking and I feel Mr. Borchert 
misused it as an example of abortion. 
Correct me if I am wrong. 

Perhaps I 'm not sent imenta l, but I 
would ra ther dispose of the pic tures a nd 
write-ups showing couples celebrating an 
anniversary, couples who m very few o f 
you r total readership would be in­
terested in , than in o mitting such items 
as " Hea vy Thinking. " You have p lent y 
of thought -provoking a nd in formative 
arti cles in every issue and these light er 
touches make it much more a tt ract ive. 
Doroth y J. Buitendyk, St. Joseph, M l 

YOUTH SCENE 
(Co 111i1111ed f rom page I J) 

ready for this . Experts tell us that we 
marry the type of people we date ! They 
a lso s tate that what people are like be­
fore ~hey are_ married, usually carries 
over mto the1r married lives. Do you 
sort o f get a feel for wha t I'm trying to 
get across? I hope so. 
. Can. you see that there is a d irect rela­
tJo~shtp between dating and marriage, 
which takes u~ back to making our life's 
second most important decision. T here 
are so many of them (the opposite sex) 
out there in the world, how do yo u nar­
row it down to just one? One method 
brought out in the retreat was to sim ply 
li st on paper the attributes you personal­
ly look for in a mate. All ow me to 
briefly list the qualities I look for in a 
person I am dating, knowing full well 
that these are the same q ualities I will 
use when choosing my life's mate. After 
reading this article, take time to make 
your own list. It may be o f help to you. 

First and foremost in your search for 
a mate should be that you date only 
born again Christians. If you date non­
Chris tians, you are not only wast ing 
your time but also you are playing wit h 
fire-hell fire. Satan would love to have 
you marry a non-Christ ian, stagnating 
and destroying your spiritual life. C hrist 

NEWS FROM OUR 
FELLOW BAPTISTS 
(Continued f rom page 2) 

dia n of the cultural wealth of the 
peoples of many centuries. 

Evangelicals began a work in Novgo­
rod in the last century, and by 1919 a 
Baptist church had been founded. How­
ever, it s building was destroyed, along 
with those of other churches, when the 
ci ty was ravaged during the second 
W orld Wa r. 

But a ft er the war yea rs, the good 
news of salvation was again heard in the 
ancient city. At the dedica tion in 
March, the Rev. M.I. Sorokin told of 
beginning his ministry when there were 
bu t eighteen believers. Each year now, 
he sa id, new members are being bap­
tized in the nearby river , and the mem­
bership has reached 80. 

And in a solemn fou r-hour service re­
cent ly in Semipalatinsk, the dedication 
of still another new prayer house took 
place. Leading the ceremony were four 
mem bers o f the Baptist Ministers ' 
Council , Brothers N .A . Kolesnikov, V. 
Schults, A . Evstra tenko, and G . Yastre­
bov. This church has been carrying o n a 
witness in the area since 1912 . 

The beginning o f th is year was 
marked by a joyfu l event- the baptism 
o f 40 new members in the Moscow 
C hurch of Evangel ical Christians-Bap­
tists . 0 

plain ly teaches us to develop relation­
ships o nly with Christians. " Don' t be 
teamed with those who do not love the 
Lord , fo r what do the people o f God 
ha ve in commo n with the peole o f sin! 
How can light live with darkness?" (2 
Cor. 6: 14 L.B.). Clear enough? 

Based on the assumption tha t I ' m 
looking for a born again C hristian, here 
is m y list from the retrea t. 

I am looking for a person who has 
these qualities: 

I . So meone with whom I can commu­
nicate: verbally, spiritua lly, em o­
tionally, intellectually and physical­
ly. 

2. Someone with a pleasant, under­
sta nding personality who can get 
along with others wel l. (If she 
ca n' t get along with o thers , she 
won ' t be able to get along with 
me.) 

3. Someone who is level-headed and 
intelligen t. 

4. Someone who is physically a ttrac­
tive. 

5. Someone who is emotionally sta­
ble. 

Choosing a Career 
Career choice is the th ird o f li fe ' s ma­

jor decisions you must make. Here 
again, if you have made the first deci­
sion correctly, Christ will open the right 

doors to the j ob he wants for you. In 
fact , God may have several career op­
portunities open to us in our lifetime. 
Above all , pray and be open with God. 
He knows your strengths and your 
weaknesses and will channel your talents 
into the appropriate areas. 

As with choosing your mate, making 
a list of fu ture career requirements will 
help you plan for it now. Again I will 
list what I believe to be important cri­
teria in seeking a career. Don' t forget to 
make your own list, too. 

Criteria my career must fu lfill : 
I. It must be personally interesting, 

challenging and rewa rding to me. 
2. It must be compatible with my 

fami ly life. 
3. It must be o f service to others. 
4. It must provide me with enough 

money to live comfortably. 
In summary, I sincerely hope that by 

reading th is a rticle you have gained 
some insight into the three major deci­
sions we must a ll ma ke in our lifetime. 
God does care for you, and he has a 
wonder fu l plan for your life. To follow 
this plan, I would suggest you put these 
words into action : " T rust the Lord 
completely; don't ever trust yourself. In 
everything you do, put God first and he 
will direct you and crown your efforts 
with success" (P rov. 3:5, 6 L. B.). 0 

MEADOWOOD MANOR 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 

Invites applications for the position of 
ADMIN ISTRATOR 

Meadowood Manor is presently under const ruction in St. Vital. The development is 
expected to be completed before December 31 and will include two adjoining 
build ings which will house 90 persona l care units and 90 elderly persons housing 
uni ts . 
The administrator is the chief executive officer and is directly responsible to the 
Board of Di rectors for the effective and efficient operation of the total complex 
with thoughtful care of residents as the objective. 
This is a cha llenging opportun ity for the right person to join us now and follow the 
development through to its operational stages. 
Desirable q ualifications: 

1. fo rmal train ing in healt h care administration 
2. adm inistrative experience at a senior level 
3. a basic knowledge of accounting 
4 . good communicat ion skills (knowledge of the German language would 

be a n asset) 
Sa lary: 

Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

Please submit full resume to: 

Dr. G. Schroth 
2288 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R2E OB9 
CANADA 
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I So. 210Summit Ave. , 
Oakbrook Terrace, 
Villa Park, IL. 60181 

Non-profit organization 
Second class postage 
paid at Villa Park, Illinois 60181 
and at additional mailing offices. 

1977 Mission and Ministry Budget -North American Baptist Conference 

Missions 
Brazi l 
Cam eroo n 
Japa n 
N iger ia 
Home 
A dm inist ration 

TOT AL 

Training for Mini stry 
N .A .B . Col lege 
N .A .B . Sem inary 
In ter Campus M ·D 1v 

TO T A L 

Church Extension 

Church Mini st ri es 
Evungel ism / God's Vol un tee rs 
Wom en 's Work 
Y ou th M 1n1stry 
Educat ion 

T OTA L 

North American 
Baptists ha ve set 
significant goals for 
1977 and the next 
triennium. Each of 
you is a vital and in­
dispensiblc part of 
what will be done. 
Whe re will you fit into 
the picture? Dr. G. K. Zimmerman 

Development and Administrat ion 
s 96.992 

589,847 
171,939 
177,815 

50 ,1305 
130.960 

$ 1,2 18,158 

s 206.30 7 
280.()23 

35 ,!'>63 

s 521,893 

s 416,260 

s 80, 136 
24 ,084 
12 ,602 
83,952 

s 200 ,7 74 

43% 

18% 

15% 

7% 

Stew ardshi p & Co m m uni cat ions 
G eneral Cou ncil 

T OTA L 

Area Ministries 

Specia l Projects 
Pension Subsid y 
Aged M ini sters 
Bapt ist Wor ld A ll iance 
Bible D ist ribu t ion 

TOTA L 

T OTA L 

Missions 43"<> - -

Training for Ministry 18"• 

$ 187 ,384 
105 ,663 

$ 293,047 10% 

s 139,205 5% 

$ 43 ,22 3 
8 ,940 
6 ,000 
2 ,500 

s 60 ,663 2% 

$2,850,000 100% 

2% 

Area Ministries 5% 

Church Ministries 7% 

Development and 
Admin istration 10% 

____ Church Extension 15% 


