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Baptist 
Alliance Official 
Appalled by 
Uganda Violence 

WAS HI NGTO N (E BPS)-A Baptist 
World Alliance leader said here tha t 
he is appa lled by reports of savage 
violence in the African count ry of 
Uga nda . 

" We as a Baptis t Wo rld Allia nce 
are deeply com mitted to the right of 
all people to life and liberty , " sa id 
Dr. Robert S . Denny, general sec re
ta ry of the A lliance wh ich represen ts 
some 33 mill ion Ba ptist C hrist ians in 
mo re than a hundred countries . 

" T he report s coming from Uganda 
are a severe disappo intment 10 all of 
us who seek worldwide recognitio n 
o f human rights and the sanct ity of 
all people before Go el ," he ex
pla ined. 

Denny sa id that la tes t reports show 
a total o f 106 Ba ptist churches with 
6,366 members in Uganda, "a very 
small minority of the country's 12-
mi llion popula tion ." Uganda's over
all populat ion is bel ieved lO be a bout 
50 per cent Christ ian, 35 per cent 
animist , a nd 15 per cen t Muslim . 

Dr. Denny ci ted a resolut ion on 
tort ure adopted by the Baptist Wo rld 
Allia nce Executi ve Committee, meet
ing last November in Valley Forge, 
PA. T he resolut io n , o ne of three 
statements dea ling with concerns of 
the Bapt ist people for hu man rights , 
reads as fo llo ws: 

"The Ba pt ist World Alliance 
declares itself lO be utterl y opposed 
to the use of tort ure, and d eter
m ined to spare no effort to bring it 
to an end . 

It is a maucr o f grave an xiety 
tha t to rture and secret imprison
ment a re being used by many gov
ernmen ts , an ti-government groups , 
a nd o thers to extract in format ion, 
to suppress cri t icism , and to in-

(Continued 011 page 27) 
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All You Wan~ ~o KnoUJ 
Abou~ /lnGlE/-

1 nGlE/-

As a single adult , it became apparent to me that 
there was a need for some sort of ministry to Christian 
single adul ts in the city in which I live. I knew that there 
were o ther people in the community who had become 
aware and sensitive lo singles, but what could we do? 

One approach is to plan a fantastic program based on 
all the resources one can find and design it for the par
ticipation of those with the need . When the sing les see 
what is happening in their lives, due to this fantast ic 
program, they will assume responsibility and the ·whole 
church wi ll benefit from their renewal. 

It sounds simple, but with singles th is approach just 
does not last long. All you have to do is look at one or 
two programs that have been pla nned FO R singles and 
see that after the starting person o r group leaves or loses 
interest, the whole group fi zzles too. 

So, if it isn't the program, then it must be the people. 
Singles must take the responsibility for themselves. The 
local congregation can develop the fellowship of any ex
ist ing group and serve in a supportive position, but the 
leadership must arise from within the group itself. So, 
the church 's responsibility becomes that of creating the 
best atmosphere for meetin g our singles' needs a nd util 
izing their abi lities, all the while being wise enough to 
allow the singles to minister Lo each other. 

I would like to suggest two possible models for doing 
this. Your ministry and your sing les will be unique. 
These are just two good examples. 

In 1970 the Park Cities Baptist Church in Dalla s, TX, 
wanted a full -time staff person to minister exclusively to 
college students and single ad ults. T his was the first 
full -time posi tion of this kind in th e Southern Baptist 
Convention. The position was filled by Brit LOn Wood. 
Obviously, not many churches could choose to have a 
full -time person in th is position, but the model of one 
church choosing to have a viable singles ministry is really 

Janis Mitchell is a senior student in the counseling pro
gram at North American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD. 

I El-
by Janis Mitchell 

good, based on their success and Mr. Wood's expertise 
in the field. Singles have needs in the areas of accep
tance, a loneness , establishing meaningfu l rela tionships, 
finances , sexual adjustment , and of course spiritua l 
growth . Can one church meet a ll of these? 

Many churches begin with a single adult Su nday 
school class . It isn't necessary, but it's a good way to 
begin. Park Cities has 900 single adults, 300 of whom 
are college students . They have divided their group by 
ages. Age d ivisions are a lways a factor in. any successf~ I 
singles group. The twenty-two-year-old single male will 
not have much in common with the fifty-five-year-old 
widow. These d ivisions are not enforced, but are fai rly 
well observed. Mr. Wood states their approach is the 
same for each group: 

J . An adequate place to m eet. 
2. A teaching leader who is able to LISTEN to sin

g les and bring good content through Bible study. 
3. Much encouragement g iven to the singles to con

vince them that whatever they choose to do, in order 
to be the C hurch, can be done. 

Mr. Wood reports that what has happened is that the 
group li mps a long for a few months unt il fin all y some
one says, "Nobody is doing a nything, so I will. " When 
the people begin to feel good about themselves as a real 
part of the church, then they become completely in 
volved with the church as a whole. They have been given 
an identity and a base on which to venture out. Sound 
familiar? Of course, singles are people. An identity and 
a secure base are things we a ll need. The sing les in each 
of these departments have developed their own program 
to meet their own needs. T hey pla n all their own activ
ities , choose their own leadership, prepare a calendar 
and newslett er, handle their own fin ances (not supple
mented by th e church budget), care for persons within 
the group who have specia l needs: li ke sickness, unem
ployment, a new roommate, or moving from one place 
to a nother. It sounds reminiscent of the church as it is 
described in the New T estament. The body is able to 
meet ph ysical as well a s spir itua l needs . 

Or Do You? 

Reflecting back, th e single is accepted in his g roup; he 
can choose whether to be a lone or to be part o f a loving 
group; he has Christ ia n brothers a nd sisters who provide 
the option for meaningful relationships wi th both sexes 
in a healthy atmosphere, and he is supported by a com
mun ity when his physical needs need to be met. It is im
portant to note that no sing les' group can ever function if 
its goal is providing marriage materia l. Certainly, some 
will find marriage partners , but the atmosphere must be 
one of relaxed fellowship rather than desperate pursuit. 

Mr. Wood states that a very important part of accep
ta nce is the maintenance of a forgiving a nd non-j udgmen
ta l atl itude, which is especia lly needed with those who 
have been divorced. Our posit ion about marriage does 
no t need to cha nge, only our at ti tude toward those who 
need to experience Christ's forg iveness a nd love thro ugh 
us. It has been the experience of Park Cities Church that 
their sing les became a " redemptive community." They 
have reached out successfull y beyond the confines of 
their group to a ll sorts of projects in their own com
munity and beyond. 

Each church will have unique personalities among 
their singles, and they need to be able to form their own 
style of ministry. But , they can get nowhere wit hout 
their pastor. The pastor's a ttitude must be knowledge
able and wise, as well as loving and encouraging. As 
pastor , you must accept the sing les you have in yo ur 
church now. Don't wish fo r better ones. If your sing les 
feel happy in your church, they will become dynamic tes
timo nies to what has happened in their lives a nd you will 
find no more loyal parishioners. 

The more 1 read a bout singles, the more convinced I 
becam e that the sing les in Sioux Falls, where l li ve, 
needed somethi ng, and they would ta ke responsibility for 
themselves. We have no church here with 900 single 
adults , or even one that is success fu ll y meeting the needs 
of the Christian singles communit y. Dr. Ernie Zimble
man , one of my semina ry professors, encouraged me to 
begin thinking a bout a communit y-wide organization 
and said that he would support us in any way he could. 

r 

We proposed to develop the group outside the local 
church, so that a ll would be welcome and there would be 
no competition between the churches. Christian singles 
could minister to each other effectively as well as pro
vide a means of outreach by welcoming non-believers in-
to their fellowship as wel l. If the needs of the Christian 
sing le were met, i.e. that a group would provide him 
with an identity and a base from which to function se- \ 
curely, than he could be fed into his own local congre~a
tion , more open to service and more capable of servmg 
adequately. The group wou ld not compete with the local 
churches. Their goal would be that of providing a sense 
of community for singles wi thin the scope of the whole 
body of Chris t , not removing them from within their 
local congregation, merely strengthening them for min
istry. 

T hrough various contacts I came up with seven inter
ested sing les who were wi ll ing to be involved in the in
itial stages of pla nning, as well as providing leadership 
as the group developed. T hese people were ma le and fe
ma le, from age twenty-two to past 39, from seven dif
ferent churches, all with a vital testimony of Christ 
working in their lives. The result of our efforts has been 
the formation of "Sioux Falls Christian Singles." 

These seven people committed themselves with time 
for planning, money for expenses , and enthusiasm to 
com municate with other singles our goals as a g roup. 
So, this is singles taking responsibility . We discussed 
what our purpose should be and decided that the con
cerns of the individuals in the group would be unique, 
but that we could provide leadership a nd encouragement 
for a solid ministry to all facets of Christia n singleness 
in Sioux Falls. Our proposed structure was a monthly 
d inner meeting with a speaker or program that would in
volve the whole g i:oup. There wou ld be a monthly set of 
activities suggested by the group, implemented by ~hem, 
and attended only by those who were int erested. Smgles 
are usually heavily involved in other areas, so the 
monthly meeting was as often as we felt it n~cessary to 
get the whole group together. This would pr.ov1de a large 
community, with a roster of na mes, new friends, people 
with the same interests, age a nd goals. We suggested a 
few activities for the first month , and then waited to see 
what would happen . 

A weekly Bible study was begun , and there were so 
many who came, that a second one is now plan~ed . 
Concerts and plays were at tended a s a group; one night 
there was tennis; a nother night th ere was a potluck din
ner at an apartment complex with a swimming pool. 
Every member was contacted to see if they had some 
place to go for T ha nksgiving dinner, and each monthly 
meeting brings new contacts and enthusiastic responses 
to the whole idea. 

The thing that has impressed me the most is that not 
only are the needs of singles evident but also the tre
mendous potent ial. These people are not nece sarily 
society's mis fit s; they are people with a de ire to erve 
the Lord as best they can, and they need a ll the enco ur
agement that can be g iven to them to rein force them a 
real people, without the pressure to conform to marriaoe 
as the ultimate state of being for a C hr istian. There i ;o 
better means of "reconciling the world" th an to begin in 
my own "Jerusalem" among m y fellow s ing le . [l 
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J here are many individuals who are questioning the 
future of the fami ly. In my own thinking, there is no 
doubt that the Christian fami ly, as we have known it, 
ha s a worthy future in spite o f all of the alternate 
lifestyles which are being suggested. We have a need to 
strengthen o~r Ch~i sti~n .family. We have need to deepen 
the fellowship which 1s m famil y life. The word " fam
ily," to me •. means rel.ationship~-warm, friendly, help
ful, productive, and en1oyable kinds of relationships 

The story is told about an elderly couple who had. had 
a very t ro.ubled marriage. They had been married over 
40 years; 1t had been a very turbulent marriage. There 
had been arg.uments; there had been sharp words; there 
had been periods of separation-all kinds of denials and 
hurts had taken place. Both were very tired of this. one 
night Martha came to her Ludwig and said ' 'L d, . k h , u wig 
you now we ave been fighting for so many years a d 
we h.~ve praye~ that ~?d \~Ould help us in our mar;iag:. 
But? she continued, I think tonight we should . 
a different way." Ludwig asked "Ma th h prhay m 
we p ? " A d • r a, ow s ould 

ray. n Martha replied " I think to . h 
should p h · • nig t we 
fi ht" ray t at, since we have no t been able to stop 

g mg, God should take one of us " "A d h 
what?" questioned Lud . . . n t en 
"The I ·11 . w.'g. To which she answered 

n w1 go a nd hve with my sister!,, , 

Families 
• 

by Ernie Zimbelman 1n 

I .sometim.es feel tha t when we a re tr i 
family conflic ts in a Christian way Y; to solve our 
we have o ur o wn ideas on how th.' ~ven t rough prayer, 

W is is supposed to co 
? ut. e may t ry to manipulate God to get h" me 
mto o ur way o f doing things Yet k im to work 
d 

· we now that th" 
oes no t make the basis of a Christian f .1 is 

three incidents which happened in one d am1 y.h I share 
ay to s ow you 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is proressor 0 r Past I c . N h .· :J • :J ora ounse/-

s
mDg aHt ~rt Ame~1ca~ Baptis t Seminary in Sioux Falls 

. e 1s also directing the Sioux Falls Psych 1 . •1 S · er · Th o og1ca 

N
e1A·v1cB·es ..,... .m1c.. e above message was given at the 
. . . i nennial Conference in Portland OR . 
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the extent of the family chaos which can be before us. 
The first one happened in my cou nseling office a s I 

was ~itting with a young man who appeared to have suc
cess m every area of li fe . He was well-to-do and a leader 
~ n public life and in his community. He conducted sem
inars on salesmanship throughout the state; yet just a 
few weeks ago he passed th roug h a d ivo rce from his very 
attractive wife. She was in the process of gett ing ready 
to m arry another person, who was to become the fat her 
of his children . He cou ld not feel a great concern for his 
~aughte~, because she was only an infant a t this par
t1cul~r time, but he had two young so ns with whom he 
had JUSt spent a weekend. He sat in my office a nd wept 
over the thought that he now wanted to be the father to 
his sons that he had not been before the d ivorce took 
place. 

Another incident took place on the st reets of our city, 
where I met a woman whom I have known. Her daugh
ter and two young children were with her. Again, here 
~vas a mother with two young boys; there was no father 
m the home-reason: divorce. 

Anot~er example is a young couple who had come for 
~ounsehng. They had dropped o ut of counseling a nd, as 
is my practice after a few weeks , I called and asked why 
they had nor kept their appointm ent. The young man, 
who admits that he has had ma ny faults through ten 
y~ars of marriage said, "My wife has a n appointment 
with the attorney today, and there is nothing else that I 
can say." 

There is no doubt that there is much turmoil, there is 
much turbulence, there is much chaos in our fam ily life. 
We. need to realize that fam ily marital problems do not 
begin when two people get m arried nor after "X" num
ber ?f years of marriage. We need to realize tha t the for
mative years in each one of our lives have a tendency to 
determine the responses which we make in later life. The 
seeds for success in marriage are sown no t after couples 
h . ' a~e gotten married, but they a re sown in our early 
childhood years in our hom es . 

There !s a book , The Inner Child of the Past, by 
Hugh Misseldine , which says that to every marriage 
come four people: two adu lts a nd two children . He 
states tha t the children in each of us really determine 
what ? ur marriage is going to be like . The Psalmi st said 
;~gntiall y the same thing w hen in P sa lm 22:9 he said , 

n my mother' s breast I learned to trust " People who 
have learned t · d o tru st a nd w ho ha ve lea rned to relate o n 
~su:l~P a;d meaningful level, a s young children , are 
thi n Y T~oults ~ho can cont inue to practice the sam.e 

g . f se _children who have not learned the expen -
fyncteh 0 trust in rela tionships in the early years are usual-

e ones who ha l"f or else the ve lo s t r~ggle to learn it in la ter .1 e, 
successes a';- ~~ver do learn it. Your child ren 's marna~e 
happen· . e future depend very much upon what is 

ing in your ho · · 
1 

me Sl!uat1on right now. 
say to you moth . f sons mak ers, • you are in conflict with your 

tinu~ that :~v~.Y effort that you possibly can to discon
mother and n tct, because the con fli ct which you, as a 

son have is · · fluence upon th ' going to have tremendous 1~-
to his wi fe A fe ~u ture of yo ur son and his re lationship 
dou s imp · t at er-daughter relat ionship has a tremen-

ac upon husband and wife relat ionships of the 

future. The kind of parents that we are today will deter
mine the kind of parenting that our child ren are going to 
give to others in the future. 

In spite of all who are in the chi ld-rearing act, a nd 
there a re many, we have a tendency to blame poor child 
rear ing on television, nursery schools, on the neigh
borhood, upon the public schools , a nd any other kind of 
convenien t scapegoat that we can find. Yet it is a known 
fact that the most important relationship which any child 
will have is that between the child a nd his m other. A 
positive child-mother relationship is an influence for 
future good. A poor r elationship produces negative ex
periences in the future. 

The second most important re la tio nship is the child
fat her one. There are many fathers who say, "Well, I 
am not around the kids enough to make any k ind of a n 
impression on them." That is one of the m ost detrimen
tal impressions which a fa ther can make upon his chil 
dren-his absence. Many families do not meet the basic 
needs of the children in the home. The best efforts 
which we make as parents is to provide for the "main
tenance'• needs of our children. This means we provide a 
roof over thei r heads , food on the table, and we see that 
they have clothes. I find many parents who do this spend 
almost all of their waking ho urs providing these physical 
necessit ies ; then when the children react to their home, 
these parents will say, "What more do you want? Look 
at all that we have g iven to you!" The thing which really 
is important in parental and hom e relationships is no t 
necessarily these maintenance things , though they a re 
very nice, but what is really needed is love, acceptance, 
approval, fellowship and personal contact time. 

Homes can be very competitive. To that degree that 
homes are competit ive-w hether it is children against 
children, parents with parents, or children with par
ents-we find that this leads to chaos . Are Christian 
homes any different than secular kinds of homes in 
respect to competition? Statist ics are hard to come by in 
making compariso ns of Christian homes to other types 
of homes . H owever, m y own experience is that there are 
many deeply troubled Christian homes . 

Recently, in a leading denomination in one of our 
states , o ne o f the pastors told me that three of their 
pastors were going through a divorce in the past year. So 
I think we need to say that we, as Christia ns , a re not 
isolated from different types of fam ily problems. My 
own experience is that people who pray together do not 
necessari ly stay together. We, as C hristians, have to 
come to grips with the fact tha t there ca n be very deep 
and serious problems within o ur C hristian fa milies. For 
us to invent some cliche phrase, such as "families who 
pray together will stay together," is not necessarily so lv
ing the problems. 

The p roblems which we find wi thin our Christian 
evangelica l fami lies can cause us deep concern; ma ny 
times we are even alarmed. The fact that we are alarmed 
over these kinds of situations mea ns tha t we are crank
ing out more sermons, more books , more art icles, and 
more cassette tapes on the subject o f famil y needs . Yet 
my own experience is that much which is turned o ut in 
the name of b iblical so lutions does more harm to family 
relationships th an it helps. In many areas l have ex-

perienced that many secular writers who make no men 
tion of Scripture, w ho quote no verses, come closer to 
giving biblical solutions to family conflicts than many 
writings which are completely filled with Scriptural 
quotations . 

Why do I make such a hard statement? Because I see 
many of our evangelical Christian leaders who see the 
solution to the chaos in our family life making a n appeal 
to what I refer to as "authoritarianism ." By authori
tarianism I mean that they say the solution to our family 
problems is that we must get tough. We must have mo re 
power. We must take things in ha nd; we must straighten 
them out. Enough force can straighten out a lmost any 
type of a chaotic situa tion. 

Let me give you a n example of a hypothetical family. 
J ohn, who is 17, has been causing a ll kinds of problems 
within the fam ily. So the parents put their heads 
together; they come to John and say, " Shape up o r ship 
out!" The chances are J ohn will ship out. There are 
hundreds of thousands of teenagers who have run away 
from their home and are wandering loose in our cities . 

Mary, age 14, has been breaking some of the fam ily 
rules , so the parents come to her a nd say, "You are 
grounded for the next three weeks . " I am so metimes ap
palled when teenagers who talk to me say their parents 
have grounded them for the next six weeks. l am simply 
saying that if a restriction does not accomplish its task 
within the family rela ti onships in one o r two days or in a 
weekend, it is not going to accomplish it by grounding 
restr ictions of three to six weeks or even six months. 

Eric, ten, has a lso been g iving a lot of static within the 
family. So they belt him into submission. And it works. 
You ca n still put a belt to a ten-year-old and line him up 
to make him do exact ly what you want. But l do no t 
know for how long. 

Sue, eight years o ld, is already a very quiet and shy 
child . All of this turmoil and all of this demanding ness 
has a tendency to push her more into her shyness a nd 
into her withdrawnness . Sue, in a ll likelihood, is not go
ing to be much of a problem to this family in an ag
gressive way. But it is the type of eigh t-year-old Sues 
that later on are the individuals who visit the psy
cho logis t's offices with depression syndromes after they 
are 30 years o ld , if not before. Is a uthoritaria nism, is 
gett ing tough, a biblical so lution to the problems which 
our C hris tian families are facing? Let 's look at so me of 
the biblical texts connected with this. 

Ephesia ns 6: I says, "Children, obey your parents . " 
We go down a li tt le fu rther to the fourth verse: 
"Fathers, do not provoke your children to a nger ." I had 
a teenager in my office who said, "Boy, did my father 
get angry when l pointed out tha t verse to him! " When 
I ta lk to parents' groups a long this line, they sa y that it 
is impossible to discipline children without anger. W e are 
not dealing with biblical solutions , unless verse one and 
verse four are equa lly mea ningful. 

I was interested in a fellow missionary 's statement to 
the_ return ing missionaries ; he said that one of the things 
whic h they would encounter in thei r re-entry int o the 
American li fe was the renewed emphasis upo n the 
preaching o f submissiveness. M any of the autho ritaria n 
concepts a long this line a re grouped into what is referred 
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to as a "headship" kind of a family li festyle. T his con
cept projects that the home should be headed by a com
petent male who ma kes wise decisions that are fair , 
equita ble, and everybody is happy with them. The fat her 
is supposed to be 100% competent; his wife is supposed 
to be about 4% less competent; the chi ldren are all 
leaders in the church and in their community, a nd they 
have all kinds of athletic, musica l a nd other types of 
talents. Who can argue with a family like that? 

Of course, that is very ideal. It sounds very good, but 
I ask, is tha t a realistic model which we can project and 
produce in our own practical situat ions? 

T here are one mill ion homes in the Uni ted States 
where there are mothers who are trying to raise children 
who ha ve no male head in tha t home. What is the C hris
tian answer for this type o f situat ion ? The o ther truth is 
that in at least 50% of the remaining homes, there are 
males who are not the most competent adu lt. I do not 
say this to put down men who are not born leaders or 
who have not been trained to be leaders in their hom e. I 
simply say tha t this is the condition which exists: tha t in 
man y hom es women are really the best decision-makers. 

Furthermore, I believe tha t a n emphasis upon authori
taria nism is not the type of leadership in the home wh ich 
brings a bout a Christian setti ng . We really need to ques
tion whether an emphasis upon male headship in the 
home is tru ly a biblica l inj unction. When pastors get in
to the pulpit to preach upon this subject of effective 
homes depending on " male headship, " they have to ask 
them selves, " Did I get the authority for tha t kind of 
preaching from a biblical setting, or is it a reflection of 
my north European heritage"? I sometimes find tha t I 
hear preaching pa tterned more upon Attila the Hu n's 
li festyle tha n it is upon the Ii festyle o f Jesus Christ. 

Wha t is the biblical concept o f famil y living? The way 
we are to live with family members is not all tha t dif
ferent from the way we are to live with other people . In 
Roma ns 12: 18 it says, " Li ve peaceably with all men. " 
The New Testament concept for a ll relationships is based 
on love, mutual love for one another, not the concept of 
control, power, threat, dema nd, a nd punishment. J ohn 
15: I 2 states , " This is my commandment, tha t you 
should love one another. " 

The concept of Christ ia n relat ionships is a lso based 
upon the idea of servanthood. We can turn to Philip
pians 2:5-8 to see the example of C hri st, the servant. I 
am not saying that parents need to be the constant ser
vants of their children. All too often, when parents are 
serving their children, they are not serving them in order 
to meet the needs of the chil dren; they are serving them 
in order to meet their own needs so tha t they as parents 
can look good. I find that one sta tement which really in
furiat es ch ildren is the concept, " tha t a ft er a ll we have 
done for yo u, you a re doing this to us." It li tera lly puts 
teenagers into orbit ! 

Another co ncept, which is a biblica l one a nd which 
refers to the ma ller o f fa mily relationships, is the em
phasis upon equa lit y. Ephesians 5:21 says, " Be ye sub
missive one to a noth er . " I am a great advoca te of sub
missiveness. When you preach on submissiveness, I hope 
you reall y preach it strongly and clearly. However , the 
emphasis needs to be submissiveness to Jesus C hri st as 
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Lord and Master a nd then submissiveness to each other. 
This implies tha t I need to be open to the th ings which 
my wife says to me, because I t ruly believe there is no 
other person on this earth who cares as much ~b~ut 
wha t happens to me as she does . I need to be subm1ss1ve 
to my children. Out of the mouths o f ba bes sometimes 
comes the tru th. 

Many times it is the ch ild ren in our homes who see the 
mista kes tha t we are ma king. We need to be open a nd 
submissive to receive that kin d of input fro m them. I be
lieve in negotia ting ; I believe in ta lking things ov~r. 
Above all, I believe that we need to base our Godly liv
ing upon Godly principles. The God ly pri nciples are not 
somet hing which ha ve come ou t of recent psychology 
books, but have thei r basis as far back as the book of 
Deuteronomy: " Hear, O, Christians, the Lord o ur G?d 
is one Lo rd, a nd you shall love the Lo rd your God with 
all your heart, a nd wi th a ll your soul, a nd wit h al ~ your 
mind. And these words wh ich I comma nd you this day 
you sha ll put them upon your heart; and you sha ll teach 
them d ilige ntly to your chi ldren. Talk wi th them when 
you sit in your home and when you walk by the way and 
when you lie down a nd when you rise up and yo.u sha ll 
bind them as a sign into yo ur whole being a nd ll sha ll 
permeate your who le ho me " (Deutero nom y 6:4-9) . If we 
have this kin d o f God ly living on the part of the au thor
ity leaders in the home which will be the parents , 

, d ' t especia lly when the c hildren a re young , then we ? n 
have to do so much dema nding , restr icting, ground ing, 
belt ing a nd pun ishi ng. Pau l speaks to this in I Timo thy 
3:4. di 

We need to become o bsessed wit h the idea o f Go Y 
living. We need to become submissive to J esus C hrist, 
tota lly a nd completely. T o that degree tha t I cond uct the 
affa irs o f my home in C hris tlike terms, I will ha ve 
peace. To that degree that I conduct the a ffa irs of my 
home in unChristlike terms, I will have struggles and 
chaos. 

Where are you in your own fa mily rela tio nshi ps to
day? Th ink a bout this. C hrist ia n fa mil ies ha ve a great 
fu ture . As you think of your fa ther a nd mother, whether 
you a re a n older person or whether you are a young per
son, see if yo u can sort out your feelings. Do you have 
warm affec tionate feelings? Do you have feelings o f 
duty? o f loyalty? Do you say, I have forgiven my par
ents for tha t which they did for me or for tha t which 
they didn't do for me? Do you still have resent ment 
seeping in your system beca use your parents we re no t the 
perfect parents tha t you would li ked to have had? 

Now think for a moment in terms of husband-wife re
lationships. Husband , just th ink a bo ut your wife . ls this 
a comfo rta ble feeling? Is it a feeling of closeness , or 
ha ppiness , or is it a feeling o f dis tance, maybe co ldness, 
maybe even o f resentment? 

. W ives , as you thi nk of your husba nds, is there a feel
ing of love, o f warmth , a feeling o f loyalty , of joy, of 
fu lfillment? Does emptiness , hurt, or loneliness creep 
thro ugh you? 

God 's desire is that our relat io nship to him through 
Christ should be rich and fu ll to overflowing. He desires 
that our fa mily relati onships should be equally fu lfilling. 
By his grace, let us not sett le fo r less! 0 

PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

Love Lives On 
by Everett A. Barker 

The cover of this month 's BAPTIST 
HERALD feat ures, " Love Li ves On 
Through Christian Estate Planning and 
Deferred Giving." This art icle answ.ers 
some of the questions people are ask111g 
about estate planning . 

QUESTI ON : WHAT IS ESTATE 
PLANNING AN D DEFERRE D 
GIVING? 
Deferred giving means gifts indicated 
now but actua ll y given at a later d.atc 
such as ih rough a will. Estat.c plan n111g 
is broader and has to do with the a~
cum ulation and disposition of ones 
possessions, so as to dir.ect t~em to t,hc 
intended recipients, savrng . ti~ne, t.ax~s 
and expenses . For a Christian,. II is 
carefull y and prayerful.ly done . 111 the 
light of God 's will for 1115 possessions. 

QUEST ION: I ALREA DY HAY E ~y? 
WIL L. WHAT SHOULD I DO NO . 

Congratulations, if you ha~c a will, 
becau~c it is estimated that ·Vi of the 
people in the United Stales and Canada 
do not have a will. Have yo.u checked 10 
see whether your will camcs out. y~ur 

. ? D es vour will 111-prescnt in ten11ons · 0 ' 
el ude the Lord's work in i1? Have you 
reviewed your will wi1h a competent cs-

. 1 . 10 sec whet her your late plan111 ng awyci r 
·11 . . ff ted by the 1976 1ax re orm w1 1s a ec \ ·ll eccl 1o 

act in the Uni1 cd States? f "'1 n 
· , d 10 be kepi upbe periodicall y rev1e\\ e 

to-date. 

QUESTI ON: WHAT HAPPE S TO 
MONr:y REC EIVED BY THE . A.~. 
CONr-ERENCE THROUG H WILLS? 
If the bcquc~ 1 i~ designa ted for a spe: 
. .. • . · 1 " ~uch as the.: c1f 1c ( onfcrcm:c 1111111s r, 

The Rel'. E11ere11 A . Barker is esf(lfe 
.r I North A 111enpla1111i11g direc1or OJ 1 1e 

rn11 Bap1 is1 Conference. 

College, Semin ary or oversea~ mission~, 
the gift goes to that coopcratmg agen.c}. 
We try to be very careful about. honor111.g 
designations. If the g.ift i ~ undcs1gnated, It 
goes to the denom111at1onal budget r~
scrves, and 1he Finance and Stewardship 
Committee uses the fu nds for ne~d.s as 
they arise. The estate pl ~nning m1111stry 
is funded through these gifts . 

QUESTION: WHAT SERVICES CAN 
TH E N.A.B. CON FERENCE OFFER 
ME? 
The Conference is incorporated in the 
United States and in Canada .. we have a 
full range of services througl.1 rnves t n:i~n t 
and gift means, such as gift annu1 ~ 1cs 
which provide an income tax deduction 
now and reduced taxes ea.ch year;. char
itable remainder trusts which provide an 
income tax deduction now and .c~n un
lock highly appreciated securi11es or 
land into a larger income; revoca~le 
trus1s provide no im mediate tax benefits 
but they save time and probate expe!1se 
and relieve you of management worries. 
The Church Extension I nvcst or~ Fund 

rovidcs you wi th a reasonable .mcome 
~nd at the same time helps build new 
churches. Our Conference uses Babson 
& Company of Boston, MA , as profes
sional in vestm ent counsel, and l~:y have 
done an outs tanding job of adv1srng our 
Conference for many years. We do not 
do legal work , alt hough we have .char
itable giving legal counsel available 
through a Whca1on law firm. a~ cl also 
through the Conti nental ll l11101s N~-
1ional Bank and Trust Company of Chi
cago, IL. Also our estate planning 
counselors arc ready to help you. 

QUESTION: IF AN ESTATE 
PLANNING COUNSELOR VISITS 
J\llY HOME, WHAT HAPPENS? 
A counselor will meet wi1h you in the 
privacy of your home and will k~ep con
fidential informa1ion you provide. We 
use the four simple P' s of estate plan
ning: 

P l-What properties do you own? 
P2-\V hat persons arc you concerned 
about? 
PJ- \Vhat plan do you have for your 
possessions? 
P4- Who arc the planners suc.h as 
lawyers, brokers, insurance advisor~. 
etc. . to help carry out your plans? 

Ba~ i cally , a coun~clor " ill 1ry 1.0 help 
you thi nk through the process ol C'>late 
planning and 10 counsel regarding i · ~r

ious gif1 possibil i1ics. We do no1 g11 c 
legal ach·ice. 

QUESTI ON : WHAT IS TH E COST 
FOR SUCH A VISIT? 
There i~ no CO\I or obliga1ion 10 you. 
This i~ a ~cn·icc to you . \\'e hope that 
many or our people will remember our 
Ioi:al churd1c~ and Con ference mini,1rie~ 

in thei r wills, bu1 regardless 1here is no 
cost. If you use the services of a Ia.wyer 
or ot her professional person you will be 
billed by them directly. 

QUESTION: DOES TH E 
CONFERENCE TAKE REAL ESTATE 
OR STOCKS FOR GI FTS? 

Yes, these can be used for current .gifts 
and it usual ly pays to give appreciated 
property rather than cash. It. is highly 
advantageous 10 fund char.Hable re
mainder trusts with appreciated real 
estate stocks. We have received stocks 
and fa rm land and are serving as trustee 
for trusts. 

QUESTION: I DON 'T HAVE MUCH 
MONEY. HOW RICH DO YOU ? 

HAYE TO BE TO HAVE A TRUST. 

It isn 't the amount of money or the type 
of property you have, because trusts 
vary in size and purpose. There are 
trusts crea ted by will , ca lled iestamen
tary t rusts. There are living !rusts .for 
use during li fe. A trust is a very nex1ble 
instrumcm , and ii can save time and 
money' because trus1 s do no1 g~ 
through probate. You can even put 7ou1 
home, stocks or bank ac~ounts in a 
trust. Your lawyer can advise you con
cerning details about 1rust . 

QUESTI ON: WITH THE HIGH COST 
OF LI VING AN D OL D AGE 
UNCERTAI T IES, IF I I YEST 
WIT H N.A.B., CA I GET MY 
MO NEY BACK IF I NEED IT? 
There are revocable trusts and agree
ments which permit you to get your ~ -
se1s or money back . These arc desig
nated for the very reason y_ou ask 
b I We trv to be very carelul, and a ou . , I f om 

we do, in fac t. steer peop c awa?' r 
irrevocable agreements when 111 our 
judgmcnl their financial status s.u~gcs1s 
such . All of ihc agrccmcn1s arc d1ffcrcnt 
tools 10 meet different needs and goals 
ihat people hal'c. 

\Ne have ru n out or space. Yet , I 
would like to emphasize 1ha1 our Con
ference Personal Estate Planning Sen ice 
ha a three fold purpose: 
I. To assi t individuals in gaining liv

in!l benefits from 1hcir a .. cts: 
2. T~ assis1 t'am ilie~ through good 

e\latc planning to fai:e 1he day of 
fami ly l o~~ "i1h 1hcir affair\ in 
order; 

). To assis1 Nonh American 13apt isb in 
their de~ire 10 remember our Con
rercni:e mini,trie~ in their e\late 
plan . 

Nci1her 1hc author nor 1hi: organiLa-
1ion i~ ,ecking 10 gil'c legal ad1 ii:e. Thi' 
information i' or a general naturi: nnly. 
For ,pci:ifii: applirntion~ or la\1. you 
'>hould i:on~ult 11 ith YlHlr legal ath i~l'r. 

MAY 1977 I 9 



individual 
decision 
~s Baptists we have a strong convict ion 
111 the concept of freedom. We love li b
erly. ~hi~ .is usually a1 !he top of the list 
of priorit ies when Bapt ist distinctives 
are enumerated. 11 is called "soul li ber
ty" or "soul competency." 

Wha1. do we mean by "soul liberty?" 
!t i.m.plies primarily !he right of every 
m.d1 v1dual to deal directly wi1 h God 
w~thout the in terference of man or in
st1t ~ t.1on. This convic1ion stands in op
posn1on to all proxy religion in which 
fam ily me.mbers, friends or clergy per
form rehg1ous acts for others. It is also 
in opposn1 on to any ch urch that domin
a~es the will and conscience of the in
d1v1dual. 

Baptists insist that every person must 
be fre~ .to make an individual decision 
in rece1 v111g or rejecting Christianit y or 
any other form of religion. We believe 
1ha1 we .are under divine command and 
compulswn to preach !he good news of 
Jesus Chm t 10 a ll men and endeavor lo 
wm them by persuasion, through the 
power of !he Holy Spiril, and no! by 
coercion ._ In this we grant to every per
son 1he right 10 be free to believe as he 
or she chooses, but insist upon this 
same righ t for ourselves. 

Roger Wi lliams grasped 1he concept 
of "~ou l liberty" and es1ablished the 
colony o f Rhode Island. George Ban
croft in 1hc " His tory o f !he United 
Stales of America," wri1es: 

"Al a time when Germany was 
desola1ed by the implacable wars of 
religion; when even Holland could not 
pacify vengeful sec ts; when France 
wa s stil l 10 go through the fearfu l 
~ tr uggl e wit h bigo try; when England 
was grasping under the despoti sm of 
in tolerance; a lmost half a centu ry be
fo re William Penn became an Ameri -

The Rev. Willis Po1ra1z is Creal Lakes 
Area secre{(/ry of 1he Nonh American 
Bapl is1 Conference. 
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can proprie1ary; and while Descancs 
was cons1ruc1ing modern philosophy 
of 1he met hod o f free re nec1 ion
R oge~ Williams assened 1he great 
doctn~e of intellect ual li berty, and 
made n the corn ers1one of a poli 1ical 
consti tu1ion . .. 

" He was !he first person in modern 
C hrislendom to es1ab li sh civil oovern
menl . on 1he doc1 rine of lib;rt y of 
conscience, the equali ly of opinions 
before law ... 
. "Williams would permi 1. persecu-

11 on. of no opinion, or no religion, 
leavmg heresy unharmed by law, a nd 
orthodoxy unpro1ected by terrors o f 
penal statutes." 
The right o f this primary choice, 

under the sovereignly of God, includes 
the freedom of reading and responding 
to the. Bi?Ie as an inalienable pri vilege 
of all md1viduals. Every person must be 
allowed and encouraged to come dirccl
ly to lhe Source for his knowledge o f 
truth . 

Furthermore, such a freedom de
mand.s !he right to worship according to 
the d1c1ates of individua l conscience un
molesl ~d by any civil o r ccclesias1ical 
authon .ty: This li bert y is cherished not 
as a pnv ile~e grant ed, denied, or merely 
tolerated enher by the state o b 1· . r Y any 
re 1g1ous body' but as a right under 
Goel . 

This right of the indi vidual also leads 
to an equality in the local church and a 
congrega11onal form of church govern
ment . Bapt ists see the New Tes1amcn1 
church as a one s1ory build ing. I 1 has no 
bascmen1, second fl oor or attic It . 
made f b I' ' · is up o e revers who are standi ng 
on th.e same level. This is declared 
Galatians 3:26-28: in 

'.' For Y.e are all sons of God b fa ith 
in Christ Jesus For as Y f 
as have been . . many o you 
h baptized un to Christ 
J a ve put on Christ. There is neither 
cw rf1or Greek, there is neither male 

nor emale· for 
C.h . . ' ye are all one in 

r1st Jesus." 
The. one level st.ructure mea ns that there 
must be equallly of privileges in the 
church. A group of eqL1al a I 1·b . nc 1 era ted 
members will be free togeth er. No one 
person or group can take the cont rol 

from the rest. This freedo m o f the local 
church 1hus req uires a congrega tional 
form of church government. Wi th J esus 
Christ as its head , each local ch urch is 
free 10 carry on its own a ffai rs wit ho ut 
control from other persons or groups. 

Thus, Bapt ists insist on the right of 
every individua l 10 dea l d irectl y with 
God wi tho ut the interference of man or 
institu tio n. They believe in applying this 
convicti on for those who are wrong as 
well as for those who arc right. 

President Washingto n in a letter to 
the United Baptist C hurches of Virginia, 
da ted May IO, 1789, summari zed the 
im portance of "soul libert y," in its 
pol itical re lationshi ps, clea rly: 

" If I could have enterta ined the 
slightes t apprehension , that the con
stitut ion framed in the Convention, 
where I had the honor to preside, 
might possibly endanger the religious 
rights of a ny eccles iastica l society, 
certainly I would never have placed 
my sig natu re to it; and , if I could 
now conceive that the general govern
ment might ever be so adm inis tered as 
to render the liberty of conscience in
secure, I beg yo u wi ll be persuaded, 
that no one would be more zealous 
than myself to es tabli sh effect ual bar
riers aga inst the horrors of spi ritua l 
tyranny, and every species of religious 
persecuti on- For you doubtless re
member, that I have often expressed 
my sent iments, tha t every ma n, co n
ducting himself as a good citizen, and 
being accoun table to God a lone for 
his relig ious opin ions, ought to be 
protected in worshiping th e Dei ty ac
cording to the dicta tes of his ow n 
conscience." 0 

The Nonh A l!lerican Bap1is1 Con
ference is kno111n for ifs conserva1ive, 
Bible ce/l/ered Chrislian con vic1ions 
and for ifs evangelislic zeal. 

The Preamble 10 1he Cons1i1u1ion 
of !he Conference s1a1es 1he follow
ing "dis1inc1ive principles f or 111hic'1 
Baplisls have lived and died" and 
111h ich Norlh American Bap1is1s af
firm : 
I. Soul libeny; 
2. The inspired au1hori1y of 1he 
Scriplures in nwllers of failh and 
cond 11e1; 
3. The separa1ion of Church and 
S{(lfe; 
4. The Revela1ion of Cod 1hroug'1 
Jesus Christ as only Savior and 
Lord; 
5. R egeneraled church membership; 
6. Believer's bap1is111 by i111 111ers ion; 
7. The congrega1io11al form of 
church governmenl; 
8. The proc/ama1io11 of 1he gospel 
1hruugho1.11 all 1he 111or/d. 

"Go Tell Y~ur World ," arranged by 
Don Marsh, is a musical thar we, as a 
total team of God's Volunteers, present 
Sunday eveni ngs in the churches during 
the campaign. 
Throug~ song, testi mony and Scrip

tu~a.1 read.1ngs, we are led on a two part 
spiritua l JOurney. The fi rst half of the 
musical examines the claim that the God 
of the universe has upon each one o f 
our lives. In songs, such as, "Can I 
Trust Hi m with My Li fe?", the uncer
tainties of life, the prom ise of God and 
the provisions made for us through 
God's love are examined. The challenge 
of turning our thoughts to Christ and 
his promises is given. 

The second half of the musical chal
lenges us to more than just thin ki ng 
about what C hrist has done for us. It 
challenges us to do something wi th tha t 
claim. We see that the love o f God de
serves not only our devotion but also 
our lives in service. Our commitment is 
made known through the words o f the 
song, "I Have Decided To Follow 
Jesus." 

"Go Tell Your World " has a message 
that speaks clearly to young people and 
adults abo ut commitment and miss ion
ary service. 

Marlene Ginter, the God's Volun teer's reporter. 

A t the end of the musical, church 
members are given l he opport uni ty to 
step out with their pastor in committing 
themselves to at least three months of 
involvement in a reachout eva ngelism 
program in their church. It is from here 
that the follow-u p section provides 
necessary training through seminars in 
wit nessing and Christi an growth and in 
actua lly going door-to-door. 

We, as a team, have found this mu
sica l to be a dynamic cha llenge with in 
our own lives. We have also been en
couraged as we have seen church mem
bers respond 10 the cal l of telling their 
wor ld of what Christ has done in their 
personal lives. 

Marlene Ci111er is 1he reponer for Cod's 
Vol11111eers. 

-·~ud"s 

· ·ulunteers 
report 

Go Tell 
Your World 

by Marlene Ginter 

The followin g are the experiences of 
two team members concerning this mu
sical: Paul Dyks1ra relates, "Each time 
we have performed this musical, the 
words from one of the songs have rea ll y 
spoken to me and challenged me to go 
into ful l-time service for the Lord. 
These words are ' He was not will ing 
that any should perish . .. J esus would 
save, but there 's no o ne to tell them ; no 
one to lift them from sin and despair.' 

"Christ, in hi s love fo r us, came into 
the world to die to bri ng us back to 
God, but why are there so many people 
who rea lly don' t know Jesus Christ 
through a personal rela tio nship? Christ 
wants to save everyone, but there are 
those who have just never been told tha t 
he would save them. That 's when our 

__/:··· 
Cathy Sharp 

part comes in . The Lord has changed 
my desires and goals. He has given me a 
real burden and concern for those who 
don ' t know Christ. God has cha llenged 
me to re-evaluate my pri ori ties. I found 
that my goals in life were for the sa t
isfact ion of self. I was running from a 
full-t im e service position to sat is fy a few 
human interes ts, such as, s tatus, fi
nances and other areas not needed in the 
Christian life. 

"As I focus my eyes o n C hris t and 
trust in his leading, I 'm excited to sha re 
a ll that Chri st has done for those who 
don' t know him. " 
Kath.Y Sharp writes, " One of the Lord's 
greatest commandment s to us as his 
children is 'to go and make disciples' 
(Matt 28: 19) . But I never realized what 
this commandment really meant to me 
until I heard and was involved in the 
musical, 'Go Tell Your World.' This 
musical has challenged me, as a child of 
God , to dedicate myself to fol lowing 
Chri st totally in my present world. Each 
Sunday night , as we present the musical 
in the churches, the Lord uses it to 
speak to me about my commi tment to 
him. The Lord has placed upon my 
heart and mind the possibili ty o f full 
time service. I've been challenged to be 

Paul Dykst ra 

wi ll ing to go wherever the Lo rd may 
choose to send me. In surrenderi ng my 
life to the Lord, q uestions in the area of 
self-denial have really made me examine 
that commitment I' ve made to Chr ist. 
Am I willing to leave ho me, friends and 
fam ily? Am I willing to go in to the 
unknown? I have claimed that promi se 
of Mat t 28:20 that Christ is with me: 
knowi ng that makes me excited about 
trus ting Goel with c,·ery area or m~ 
life ... . 
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toge er 
by Ernie Zimbelman 
"Dear Dr. Zimbelm an: 

"My sisrer, age 60, lives 111irh us. She 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is associare pro
f essor of Pasroral Counseling ar Norrh 
American Baptist Seminary in Sioux 
Falls, SD. He is also in charge of the 
Sioux Falls Psychological Services 
Clinic. 

book reulews 
by B. C. Schreiber 
Undcrslanding lhe Bible Today. By 
Thomas B. McDormand, 50 Elmwood 
Dri\e, Amhersl, NS, B4H2H3. 

Although Dr. McDormand has fi lled 
a number of important offices, such as 
Vice Presidenl of Acad ia Uni versi1y, 
Pre5ident of Eas1ern Baptist Seminary 
and College, Presidcn1 of 1he Baptist 
Fcdera1ion of Canada, Vice Prcsidem of 
Bap1i.\t World Alliance, we \omc1imes 
forgc1 1ha1 he aho iaugh1 a1 N.A.13. 
College when it wa~ named C:.T. I. 

Ou1 of his grea t ~ tore or knowledge 
and experience ( ~ome or which, we 
hope, he received al C.T.I.) he has 
given U\ a book abou1 lhc Bible which 
a\ he \ay\, was wri11en for lay persons. ' 

11 I\ \Urpris ing how conl·iscly and yet 
ho\,\. clearly Dr. McDormand covers his 

12 I BAPTIST HERALD 

is very depressed. Spending seven 
m onths in the State Hospital hasn 'r 
seemed ro help. Now she refuses ro rak e 
her m edicarion. I feel so helpless in 
dealing 111irh her. Ir seems rlwr if she 
111011ld jusr rrusr rhe l ord Jesus, she'd 
be alrighr." 

Could such a letter ever be written 
about me? The answer is " yes." The 
likelihood that any one of us ca n suffer 
from depression is very grea t. In fac t, it 
is the most common menta l/ emot ional 
prob lem of ou r time. 

" Why, " you may ask, "would we 
tend to suffer from depression?" We 
have never had it so good! We have 
never had so many opportun ities to do 
so many differen t kinds of thi ngs. We 
have never had a greater variety of ex
periences . This is true, but interes tingly 
enough many times depression has litt le 
to do with our ex ternal circumstances. 

Many people suffer from "sit ua
tio na l" dep ress ion . " Situ a tiona l" 
depression is rela ted to unfortunate cir
cumstances, such as loss th rough deat h 
or loss of a j ob. Peopl e also become 
depressed about their job or school per
formance. Serious fami ly problems re
lated to children or spouse can cause 
depressio n. Usual ly situa tiona l depres
sion will clear up as the problem is 
resolved or conditions improve. But 
even sit uational depression should be 
viewed seriously. 

Depression is a way o f handling 

nine basic subjects. No words a re 
wasted when he wri tes about progressive 
re~el a_tion , verbal, li teral and plenary in
sp1ra11on. 

Editorial inerrancy (or errancy!) ca n 
be. easily understood when 1hc autho r 
\~riles: " ln nuentia l Bi ble lovers mu st , 
like ~athan 1e l o f old , be men in whom 
1here 1s no _guide" (John I :47 ; page 89). 
Typo~rap~11cal and proofreading errors 
are Sll ll w11h us today. 

. '.his volume wou ld be a va luable ad
d111on also for a minister 's lib ra ry. 

Yf~ u. Count- You Really Do ' B 
Wi lham A. Mi ller, Minnea olis ·M. Y 
Augsburg p bl" h" P • inn. u is mg House. $3.25 

The author presents an : 
analysis of th 1 exce llent 
. Ir . . e c cvelopmcn1 of a poor 
se -image 111 his firs t two I . 
home in which a child ca c i a p1cr?. A 
meani ngful 1 . . nnot estab lish a 

. re a11onsh1 p wi1 h lhe ar-
e.ms, because iherc is no love and afrec-
11on, can be devasiat ing and . 
A moth h trauma11c 
I er w o abandon~ her chi ld in th ~ 
iomc can do more clama I . . .. 

were aband I gc l ic111 i I ll 
once on someone•, d ' oors1cp. 

st ress . When the pressures of li fe appear 
to be overwhelming some people be
come depressed . But this docs not hap
pen to everybody. T here a re more ap
propriate ways of handl ing s tress than 
by depression. If you arc depression
prone, ta lk it over with someo ne. 

A good example of depression in the 
Bible is the story o f Jonah. A fter he 
had preached to the people o f Ni neveh 
and they had repented, Jonah bccam; 
very depressed . In Jona h 4:9 he says: 
" ... I am angry enough to die." Of 
course to us as C hristians, this was an 
odd response on Jon ah 's par t. But the 
poin t is, when things did not go as he 
thought they should , he became de
pressed-seriously depressed . This can 
happen to each o f us unless we learn to 
share ou r inner feelings. We need to d o 
~ h is i_n prayer to God , in group prayers, 
in Bible st udy, in all kinds o f mean
ingfu l groups. 

When the concerned sister said : " If 
she wou ld j ust trust the Lord J esus, 
she'd be a lrigh t," she spoke truthfull y. 
But th is is the basic problem-people 
who ha ndle stress by depression are not 
a lways open and confident people . The 
Psa lm ist says: " On my mother's breast 
I learned to trust. " (Psalm 22:9, Am
pli fied). 

I f you want to be o f help to depressed 
people , befriend them in a deep and ac
cepting way. C ri ticism and advice usu
ally do very little good . 0 

" Pushy" parents can damage the self
image o f the child by expecting goals 
that they themselves never reached . 
They wan t their chi ld to succeed where 
they themselves fai led. 

The church and religious teaching can 
a lso st un t the self-im age. Ph rases in 
songs such as "For such a 1von11 as I," 
and " . . . my own worrhlessness, " a re 
examples . This is certain ly not good bib
lical theology. 

. It was a li11 lc surprising to me to read 
in the following chapters that people 
have a poor image o f themselves be
cause rhar is 111har rhey 111anr, a fter the 
author proved so conclusively that it 
was gil'en to them. It would be more 
correct to say that this i what they need 
1n order to protect a deeply-rooted hurt. 

A h.calth y self-image is a gift. If it is 
not given, 1hcn ii mus1 be developed 
~hrough a new rcla1ionship and counsel-
111g. J\1l r. Miller's chap1ers on improve
mcn1 a re good. However, it is easier to 
unprovc ih c self-image th rough counsel-
111g Wllh a pcr~on 1ha n by read ing a 
book. 

What 
Christian 

Kids Don~t 
Tull Their 

Parents 
by Don Booth 

Recently a t an area conference, I saw 
that the young people had a series of 
discussions scheduled every day, head 
lined : " T he Problems of Today 's Teen
agers." T he subjects to be discussed 
were: 

Dat ing . . . Should a Christian 
date a non-Christian? 
Movies .. . Right or Wrong? 
Popula r Music . .. Rock or Bach 
Danci ng . .. Can a Christian 
Da nce? 

T hese were the "contemporary" dis
cussion topics I'd been in on 20 years 
ago, and I was interested to find _ if 
church kids still found them to be vttal 
issues. Since most of the kids were pro
fcss i ng Christ ia ns from Christian 
homes they represented a different 
cross ' section from the long-haired, 
freaked-out kids I'd been involved with 
for over two years. They would be .g~od 
representa tives of the kind of c1.mst1an 
teen-agers the evangelical church 1s tun~
ing out. J 'd often wondered why there_ is 
so li 11 le com municati on between Chns
tian kids and street kids. 

I hoped that here I might fi1~d out. 
T he firs t discussion ess1on went 

a long pretty much the usually accepted 
lines ... our li ves belong to God and 
we shouldn't do anything that will get 

Mr. Boorh, a railroad engineer, is acrive 
in his church in Orchard Park, Y. Re
prillfed by permission of E'.ERNffY 
Maga~ine, Copyrigllr 1976, L va11~el1cal 
Minisrries, 1716 Spruce St., Pl11ladel
p'1ia, PA 19103. 

us involved wi th others of different 
fa ith or people of no fai th at al l, being 
unequally yoked with unbel ievers and 
all. But I detected a superficiality. The 
kids weren't really into it. 

I asked if I might ask a question. 
"Are any of you having dating prob

lems?" 
T hey all looked around the circle. 

There were some blank looks. 
"How many of you are dating?" 
More shrugs. 
"\Ve don't date," one girl shot out. 

" I usually sit beside someone in church 
but I don't go anywhere outside of 
church activities." 

Most of them had never been on a 
date with even a Christian young per
son . Some were scared that they would 
never go out on a date. But dating was 
the topic that had been scheduled, so 
like dutiful little Christians they were 
"discussing" something they knew little 
of and had liule meaning to their Chris
tian lives . 

"What arc the problems you face in 
your everyday Christian li ves at 
school?" 

Wow! What a reaction that got. 
"My dad won't let me wear long hair 

or work shirts," one boy said coming 
alive. " He won't even sit down and dis
cuss it with me. He says no other boys 
in church wear them, so I can't, and 
he's the pastor." 

"My folks say I should witness to my 
friends at school but they won't let me 
have any unsaved friends," a girl said. 

"Yeah, my folks wou ld really blow 
thei r corks if they knew that a couple of 
kids I know pretty well in school smoke 
pot and drink beer," another boy 
chimed in . "My dad doesn't believe 
there's dope in school. I 'vc never tried 
any but it's there for the asking." 

"They have movies and all sorts of 
'educational' programs, but they're so 
silly because kids know what dope will 
do to them. Some of the films ju t 
make the kids interested in having the 
experiences 1 hey show.'' 

"Being a missionary in school means 
dealing with problems that the church 
or our parents haven't even sat down to 
talk with us about," a boy said. " How 
can I offer Jesus Christ as an alternative 
to drugs when I have some problems in 
my own spiritual life that I can't find 
anyone to understand?" 

" I tried to talk to my folks about sex 
the other clay and they clammed right 
up. They got all red and em barrassed ." 

"l 'm a PK .. . you know, a 'preach
er's kid', " a girl said. "We PKs get to 
sec a side or Christianity that other kids 
don't see. Lot of Christians aren't real
ly happy. They put on a big front when 
they're around other Chri~tians. then 
they criticize us kids for not being on 

fire for Jesus. They see bad th ings we 
do, but they don ' t see their own sins 
and the bad examples they are to us. " 

The discussion revealed eight problem 
areas: 

I. Resentment and rebell ion al the 
authoritarian imposition of s tandards 
and life styles. The young people had 
never been told why such rules were 
necessary nor had some even been in
vited to make a personal commitment to 
the Lord. There were many cases where 
parents said , "Do as I say and not as I 
do. " 

2. Outward conformi ty to adult s1an
dards is often taken to be evidence of 
spiritual maturity when, in fac t, ii may 
merely show a desire to not rock the 
fam ily boat. Young people feel they're 
being taught to "sit down, keep st ill and 
listen" and they feel there is more to a 
relat ionship with Christ than that. Trag
ically, many Christian fam ilies have at 
least one son or daughte r who has re
belled because no one recognized that 
outer conformity was not rea l heart con
version or that dad's life style was not 
enough to solve the teen's problems. 

3. C hris tian parents fa il to rea lize the 
terri ble pressures and the problems their 
teens face. This lack of communication 
exists because often parents are so in
volved in church-related activit ies that 
they don't have time to sit down with 
their teen-agers, or when they do, 1hey 
are unwilling or unable to discuss the 
issues. Parents also seem to have forgot 
ten what a11ract ion there is in sin and 
seem embarrassed 10 even hear that 
their children want answers based on 
Scripture and not merely church tradi
tion. 

4. Kids arc surrounded by beguiling 
" evangelists" of drugs , sex and free
dom . "Turn on," they are being told. 
" Live it up. Take all you can get. Use 
the corrupt system that has spawned 
you. Get high. Blow your mind ." Sadly, 
on the other hand there are o nly few 
Christians who can relate Christ in ways 
that make him an attrac1ivc alternative. 

S. C hris tian parents don't instill 
healt hy attitudes toward sex. The cw 
Moralit y has made many things accept 
able- even desirable-that couldn't be 
discussed in mixed rnmpany a few years 
ago. TV especially has ridiculed ,· irgin
~ty, virtue and marital love. But cvangel-
1cal parents often have their head in the 
sand about sex. They protest against sex 
education in school; but anyone who 
works with Christ ian teen-agers soon re
alizes that Christ ian parent~ are gener
ally doing a very poor job of sc:-. ;duca
tion. To make things worse. in manv 
Christian home~ young people never sc~ 
phy ical affc<:tion between their parent~. 
I' ve heard Christian teens ny that they 

(Conri1111ed 011 page 26) 
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'Nhat is a Mother? 
by Rhonda Casey 
(and children of 
Willow Rancho 
Baptist Church), 

Sacramento, CA 

What is a mother? Many feminists see 
her .as an unfortunate soul needing lib
erau on from her motherly and house
wifery duties through day-care centers 
and the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Bu t .why not ask the best judges of 
all , child ren, what a mother is. That's 
JUSI what we did . And here arc their 
answers. 

"A mother is someone who loves 
you." 

"A rnother is a person \vho under
stands." 
. "A mot her is very nice and comfort
ing. '' 

"A mother is a lovable person that 
knows how you fee l. " 

"A. mot her is someone who corrects 
me win (sic) I make a mistake." 

"A mother is for to discipline you !" 
"A mother i ~ a beauti f"ul person that 

loves and cares for you. Some1imcs my 
mother yells at me. But I sti ll love her." 

"A mother is a cook." 
"She buys you th ings that make you 

look nice." 
"A mother is a person who cleans 

hou~c and cares for the children." 
"A mother is a person who reminds 

you o f things." 
"A mother is a housewife. A mother 

is a married woman." 
"She does a/111os1 everyt hing ' " 
"A mother is a nice person who will 

Jo, e you and take care of you and kiss 
you good night and 1akc you ou1 10 get 
an ice cream. A mo1hcr is a person who 
wi ll buy you a pct." 

"A mother is a human being." 
What is a mo1hcr'! The luckiest per

son on ca rt It! 
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lnstru ment of 
Love 
by Paul S. Schmidt 
Stratford, CT 

' 

11 was. a cold day in January when 
Gera~d111 e. Schmidt became a mother for 
the first time. Even though it was below 
zero outside, it was no doubt wa rm in 
tha t mother 's heart, as it has been in the 
~carts of mothers since the beginning o f 
time. I wonder if such an expe . b , n ence ca n 
e transla ted into mere words and 

passed o n from woman to woman H ma . ow 
ny women are act ua lly prepared to 

e ll[~r mo therh ood? I guess most people 
~n t know. the joys and sorrows of a 

other until they have experienced them 
for themselves. Nevertheless, either my 
mother knew some things in ad vance, or 
els: ~he ca ught on very quickly. Jn de
scribing her, J don' t wa nt to use fl owery 
plat itudes or obtuse complements-they 
usua lly turn out to be oversta temcnts-

s
so Jk hfave decided to let her actions 
pea · or her. 

W~ hav~ always fe lt close to my mot her. 
h e~ I ve needed someone to ta lk to 

s e as been the firs t o ne to hea r m ' 
1l.10ugh1s and problems. When 1 'vc bee~ 
f~c k, she l~as given me her time, rclicv-

g my pa111 and boredom o · 
Jar incident o f h 

1 
· ne part1cu-

ly · . er ovc stand s out clear-
111 my m111d Q · m·ld l . . u11e a few years ago I 1 Y spra111ed my a k 1 a bit o f . n c and developed 

plenty or ~i~~f · ~ftcr there had been 
ten used to hor it .10 heal, I had go1-

1 a t lim p a d . thought it an n possibly easy \vay 10 . path y. M reta in sym-
what it wfs mh ot her recognized it for 

• owcvcr and · . . 
10 persuade me 1 . ' . 111 va111 tried 
dom that come ofg1ve II up. In the wis-
f.. s rom dcsp · mally just took cra11on, she 
run. Wi1hou1 cvc1~1y1lha~d and began to 
coml ple~e ly forgcuing l~1Y i.~;f~I" ra.n a! ~o, 

n th is small exam 
1 

1c11on. 
or a m01 her's love ~1 e. I see i.he essence 
between a wo · is the 1n1crac1ion 

man and h I ·1 sums up the whole c . er c 11 d that 
erhood J d . xpcncnce or moth . u g111g fro I -
and heard, motherhC:d w ~at .1 'vc seen 
form is one of h , Ill ll S purest · ' · t c most ll ful examples of G , serenely beau-
children. od 5 love for his 

Though a mother-ch.Id . 
often close and lovin ' . rela1 1?nshi p is 
spots as well. I have g, rt has ns rough 
with many de . . naturally disagreed 

CISIO ns that I 
down from her d"1s . . . iave come . • . m1ss1ng the · 
obs1111ance 1 have n b m 111 my . · ever ee f. 
hever in blind ob d. n a 1r111 be-e 1encc to 
am glad that I haven't b a~yone a.nd 

b . . een forced · 
SU m1ss1011 to the wi ll f 1n10 

o an eq ua ll y im-

perfect, albeit more exper ienced, pa rent. 
She has no doub1 been frustra ted by· th is 
slubborn strea k in my pcrsona li 1y but 
has 1101 tried 10 make me into a fright
ened and secretl y resent ful servant. I 
love her es pecia lly for th is . 

As a minister 's wife, she has had 
more 1ha11 her share of hard work. Be
sides assuming her responsibilities a t 
home, she has been very active in a ll of 
the churches we have served. Ever since 
I can remember, she has worked fu ll 
time and is now helping 10 p u1 her sons 
through school. For !his sacri fi ce I am 
part icu la rly grateful. She 1reasurcs each 
spare mo ment bu1 gets way 100 few o f 
them. 

Mo1 hcrs arc worthy of grea1 praise 
yet 100 infreq uently arc they 1o ld o f 
thei r worth . It is my prayer that a ll 
mot hers wi ll be able 10 use the fo ll owing 
Scrip1urc verse to describe their fa mil y 
rela tionships: " Her chi ldren a rise up 
and call her blessed; her husband a lso, 
and he praiseth her " (Prov. 3 1 :28). 
Thank you Lord fo r using mot hers as 
your ins1rumen1s of love. [J 

by Dorene Walth 
' 

W.M.U. president, 
Bismarck, No 
1 wish I were more li ke my mom! f 've 
never .heard my mother say one unkind 
word 111 anger. 

Twice I ' vc \ecn her shed tea r~ . and 

bot h times it was in controlled grief. 
She dominated her emotions 10 such an 
extent that her family has never seen her 
depressed. 

Oh, she has emot ions, all right. But 
she con trols them and re leases them in 
her "secret closet" to the one who is 
more understandi ng than any human 
could be. 

Mom was the main breadwinner in 
our fa mily o f six . I know she must have 
had coun tless hours of fat igue, discour
agement and coi1cern , but I 'vc never 
heard her compla in. 

Her deep fa ith in God was never 
broadcast, bu t it s ilently permeated our 
home. Through her example and influ
ence, I learned the meaning of words 
like tolerance, pat ience, sacrificial love, 
respons ibility, perseverance, faithful
ness, puri ty, thrift and especially self 
cont rol. 

If on ly I could consistently demon
stra te these virtues as she docs. I 'vc 
been know n 10 show anger, 10 cry a lot, 
10 co mplain and em it depression . 

My mother's only confidant and 
counselo r is her Lord . Perhaps th is is an 
adva nt age. I have a listening, supportive 
husband and friends in whom I con fide. 
I can freely unload my burdens to my 
pastor if I choose. God has greatly used 
these people 10 help me in my spiriiual 
climb. 

However, I pray that God will help 
me 10 become more like my darling 
mother whose s1rcng1h is in 1hc joy of 
the Lord . She has developed a life style 
of s tead iness, an appreciat ive acceptance 
o f her da ily situat ions, an overflowing 
heart of love and endless thanksgiving 
for blessi ngs God has given her. 

l 'm proud 10 ho nor her again this 
Mother 's Day. Thank you, dear God, 
for my mom! 

" Her ch ildren arise up and cal l her 
blessed" (Prov. 31 :28). D 

My Mother 
by G. K. Zimmerman, 

executive secretary, 
North American Baptist 

Conference 
Nine chil dren, with the last one born at 
age 39, migh1 make you wonder how 
well my mother fared with so much 
cooking, bak ing bread, \\ashing clothes 
and di shes and all the 01hcr du tic~ 1hat 
go with the rai ~ i ng or a large family. 
There \\ Crc countlc~ . benefit~ for me. 

the youngest in the fami ly, to have so 
many brothers and sisters who were 
concerned abou1 my we) fa re and who 
kept me in line. Because 1hey were 
older, I had li11le choice but to yield 10 
their commands. As a large family we 
had a bigger work force. Big and litt le 
jobs were assigned to each one. Judging 
from all the chores mother assigned 10 
us we would have had little use for 
television which did not exist at that 
time. 

Since the girls in our family were the 
oldest, it became necessary for my 
mother to train some of her sons 10 do 
housework. As the youngest in the fam
ily, this became my lot also. There are 
some real advantages in being associated 
with household chores because the mul
tiple dut ies performed by a mother be
came more meaningful and be11cr un
derstood. In fact, I learned through this 
experience 1ha1 she really worked more 
hours in the day than 1hc male members 
in the family who did various 1ypcs of 
farm work. I must admi1, 1hough, that 
many times I would rather have been 
plowing the fields than washing the end
less number of dishes and obeying 
mother 's commands to keep the floors 
clean . 

Her religious life. I knew my mother 
as a very rel igious person. The home in 
which I was born and raised provided a 
genuine Chris1ian a1mosphcrc. Going 10 
church on Sunday and having family 
prayer were as vi tal a part of Ii fc as 
eating 1hree good meals each day, plus 
1hc extra lunches of mother's dough
nuts rhubarb and pumpkin pies and 
cookies. Although this article focuses on 
my mother, it needs to be stated that 
my fa ther was a very devout man of 
God, who frequently served as the lay 
preacher at our local rural Bapti 1 
chu rch. His role as spiritual leader in 
1he home made it a pleasant place for 
my mo1hcr to carry out her responsibil
ities in the family circle. My father as
sumed full rcsponsibili1y for 1hc fam
ily's religious development. As a young 
boy, I sometimes wondered why my 
mother left so much of the Bible read
ing during devotions to my father . La1er 
I learned that script urall y she was right, 
in that the man of the house ought 10 
assume 1 he major role in rel igiou a f
fa irs . Father's dca1h , about 22 years 
ago, brought to light spiri tual qualities 
within my ·mother which I had not 
known before. The role of encouraging 
family members 10 be faithful to Goel 
was now assumed by her. She once said 
10 me that as long as my fa1hcr was 
alive it was his duty 10 be the spi ritual 
leader of the family. Bu t now tha1 he 
\\as gone to hi~ eternal rc1,ard she felt 
more re~ponsiblc 10 give 'lpiriiual ach ice 
10 us. I always hnew that my mother 
had grea1 '\piritual deplh'l in her inner 

life. Now that she assumed a greater 
role. as spiritual leader of the fami ly, she 
~qui pped herself for this task by becom-
111g more I horoughly fa miliar with 
Scripture and devoting much rime to 
prayer. Some years ago 1he family pre
sented a Bible wi1h large print 10 her. 
She has since read 1his entire Bible four 
times. Portions of the Scripture are so 
well committed to memory that when J 
read passages 10 her she recites them 
ahead of my reading. When I think of 
these achievemems in 1hc Ii fe of my 
mother, I feel it 10 be quite an assign
ment 10 someday do as well in the area 
of Scripture memory as she has done. 

(Continued on page 31) 

May is 
Family 
Month 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
women's work 
director 

The family is 1he most importall[ 
unit in our society. The fam ily deter
mines the fate of our churches, com
munity, nation and world. 

Our churches are being encouraged 
to place special emphasis upon the 
family during this molll h. Plan act iv
it ies to assist in the strengthening of 
family uni1s. Famil ies that love 
share and show concern for one an ~ 
other will be wholesome fami lies 
within our community. Make the 
teaching of Christian principles a 
priority as you make plans to 
strengthen the family. Scrip1ure 
sires cs the importance of teaching 
family members the ways of God~ 
" You must think constantly about 
these commandments I am giving 
you today. You must teach them 10 
your children and talk about them 
when you arc at home or o ut for a 
~val!-; at bedtime and the first thing 
111 the morning" (Dcut. 6:6. 7, Living 
Bible). ~ 

A packet of materials on cnrich ino 
family Ii fe has been sent to each 
church to assist them in planning a 
family month emphasi .. I ' -
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Sara Lou (Gunst) Pasiciel , on the mission field , Vic
tor Gunst, in Church Extension, and Jarene (Gunst) 
DeBoer, pastor's wife, are serving the Lord in re
sponse to Christ's call into the ministry. As. you 
read what they share with you as to what influ
ences led them into the ministry, it will beco~e 
evide nt to you that the influence of a stron g Chris
tian home and parents, Dr. and Mrs. J. C: Gun~t, 
now of Lodi, CA, and the involvement of this family 
in the work of the denomination and the churches 
of which they became a part, as well as the con
cern of the members of the Faith Baptist Chur?h , 
Minneapolis, MN, were vital forces in. ~repanng 
them to respond to God's call into the ministry. 

We f e ooking 
for '80P,le 

Who Wanl lo lead 
VICTOR J. GUNST 

My confidence in God's leading began developing in 
my childhood years. How I praise God for a Christian 
fami ly where Jesus Chri st was honored and the work o f 
his church was of utmost importance! It would have 
been easy for my mom to have developed rather negative 
thoughts toward the ch urch, let alone toward the denom
ination , because of dad 's constant sched ule demands 
which took him away from home. Mom knew what it 
was a ll about and instilled an understanding attitude 
within my two sisters a nd me. I appreciated this more 
and more as the years have gone by. We still loved to go 
to church a nd developed strong, lasting ties with the 
bod y of Chri st. 

Victor and Ru th Gunst and daughter 

Hig h school and college years present ed new chal
lenges. This meant new fri ends in C hrist wh ich greatly 
a ffected my spiritual growth. I praise G od for a d ynamic 
you th gro up that ca used me to reflect upon those areas 

The Rev. Victor J. Gunst is pastor of Meado w Hills 
Baptist Church, Aurora, CO. 
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where I needed more development in my walk with the 
Lord. A special cha llenge by a missionary in m y home 
church finally bro ug ht me to realize that full -time min
i~try wasn't just for dad. God was giving me that op
tion, too. 
. Jim a nd Dave, m y roommates in college, helped so lid
ify _t his "call. " As we prayed together a nd searched the 
Scnptures, the direction of the Lord beca me clear. My 
wife.' Ruthie, was a tremendous support through my 
semmary years. To be honest there were times w hen she 
w~s just not sure she could be a pastor's wife, but with 
fanh and trust in God, we felt his leading in th is area as 
well. We could never have even come beyond seminary 
on our own strength. 

Then came five years o f ministry in m y first church. 
W~rds cannot describe the joy, the growth and the vic
tones b~cause of God's leading to Calvary Baptis t 
Church 1~ suburban Pittsburgh, PA. Learning to work 
together tn genuine love has made a last ing impression 
on me. M~ love for those people will never die. God 
u.sed that time to equip me, to broaden m y scope of mis
sion and ministry, and to prepare me for work in a 
brand. new church, in the growing of a new com munity 
of believers. 

1 never dreamed what C hurch E·xtension might entail. 
But what I 've learned, I ' m g lad the Lord never warned 
me about ahead o f time. His ever present g uidance and 
l~ve have deepened my commitment to minister and dis
ciple for his g lory. How I praise him for his lead ing ! 

SA RA LOU PASICIEL 
It wo uld be difficult to s ingle out a ny one mot ivating 

force which 11 d · · . prope e me toward ou r shared ministry, 
unless 1l would be the persistent and patient love of 
God. The fact that I was rea d y at a certain point to 
marry someone who had dedicated his life and work to 
the .Lo rd , and who would later find that this included 
service o n · · · I t . a m1ss1on fie ld, could be attr ibuted to a 10s 
of praymg C hris tia ns a nd a series of unmistakable ci r
cum stances . 

h There is no doubt that being raised in a pas to r ' s home 
s aped my life, no t o nly thro ugh the influence of our 
pa:ents, but also that of the countless intrig ui ng a nd 
uniq u.e people who passed throug h our home. When 1 
~xpene.n~ed typical teen-age periods of di smay at 
:pocnt~c~l a nd judgmental C hri stia ns in the church, 

t ese m inisters, missio na ries and " useable" lay people 
would fo · rce me to see a balance in the Body o f Chn s t, 
sco t.ha.t ' · could never fully use that arournent to refut e 

hnst1an1ty. 0 

When I did reach a period of complete self-cen tered
ness, caring nothing for th e chu rch a nd very litt le for 
God, o ur family moved to a place where the minis ter of 
th.e church and the exceptiona lly fin e lay people joined 
wnh ~y parents and my brot her and sister to slowly but 
steadily nudge d · · l ·p . me towar a real a nd lasung rela tions 11 
'."'llh Chri st. At this time, I learned the m ea ning of spir
llual concern a nd the very forceful power of prayer. 

M.y purpose in a11ending the North America n Baptist 
Semmary in S io ux Falls , SD, was to prepare for a fut ure 

Sara lo p · · I . . u as1c1e ministers with her husband at the Bap-
ftst Bibi r · · . e 1 ra1111ng College in Bamencla, Cameroon, West 
Afnca. 

J 

l 

of Chris tian service ... finding a husband was a d 
bonus! There were moments of. wonder throu h n a ded 
band's fin al two years of seminary, a Year g my hus
men t, and four long but .rich .years of gra of employ
Just w hat did God have 111 m ind for us? d~ate school 
educatio nal background, we a.I ways felt th Wnh m y O\ · 
place for us, not just for Erme, \V ith the at God hadvn 
ging a long. A lt hough we have felt that ~est of us a 

. . I 'V1t... tag-of our two children, a v11a part of my '.1 the ar . 
responsibility to them, we hav~ been fort m1nis1ry isrival 
areas of service have generally Included a lln~te that my 
enti re fami ly. nc1 involved our 

When circumstances a nd need Combined o ur 
door to service in Cameroon, we felt sure ... . to Open h 
G · · E e t11t t e od wanted us at this 11me. v n here c s was \v1... · w I ' ond· . ••ere not always been ideal. e 1ave remained tt1ons 1... 

h . 1 co r· nave 
God has prepared us for t is P ace, a nd th n tdent ti 
tinuing to teach us and to prepare us and at he is c lat 
use us. Especially here, we have felt the tan ~opefully 0~~ 
the prayers of parents, friends a nd all C hr· ~tbl e fore' f 

l . k ISt 1 e 0 
praying for us a nd for t 11s wor · a ns who 

~r. Ernest and Sara Lou (Gunst) Pasiciel and c '
"ildren 

are 

So it has been a step-by-step Process to,v 
istry at first alone, then together., The co ar~ the min
the influence of dedicated and spiritually Olbtnation of 
a nd the prayers o f those w.ho have. cared absotid Parents 
the way have definite ly g uided u.s tn this cl1' out us alo ng 

. . d reassunng l rectio agam the persistent an ove of n. And 
• · ts our ta lents d God . determined o ur in teres • an Ott ' Which 

for our minis try, continues to sustain us nr Preparation 
f ture ow and vide promise for our u · Pro-

JAR ENE DEBOER k 
T he reali zat ion that God no,vs every 

0
. 

me-that he char ts my path, l~ lans my life_ t. ing about 
I . us to be ieve. V I b is reall marvelo us and g ono . et e1· Y too 

had control of m y li fe from my l ~eg1nning , teve God has 
Our fam ily has always been c se. I was b 

of three child ren fa irly clos~ to ml Y brother oVr~ Youngest 
' t JUSt COs · ' IC sister Sara. But we aren h . d e in age1 ' " • a nd 111y 

' d t n ve · vv each other 's company an On the 1 e enjoyed 
. Ove a nd 

Jarene DeBoer is the wife of the Rev. Jii17 con -
serves as minister of educanon at the £,~Boer Who 
Church, Lodi, CA . s t Baptist 

cern of our parents. We received much encouragement 
and support from each other. The love of the Lord was 
evident in our parents in all of our growing years. Dad, 
being a denominational worker, travelled a lot, but his 
influence was nevertheless felt. 

Jim and Jarene (Gunst) DeBoer, Jaremy, Jason, Janeen, and Janell 

When I was nine years old, my sister prayed with me 
to receive C hrist as my personal Savior. At 14 years of 
age, we moved to Minneapolis, MN, when Dad became 
district (area) secretary. What could have been a 
traumatic move at that particular time in our high school 
lives proved to be a turning point in mine. We joined the 
Faith Baptist Church. There we found a great group of 
young people. What a fellowship! We also were keenly 
aware o f the prayers and concern of the entire church 
p lus the g uidance and support of dedicated pastors. It 
was during these high school years that I turned to God 
in dedication of my life, seeking a daily relationship and 
giving to him my futu re. 

Following high school the Lord opened the door for 
me to serve on a God's Volunteers team. T his was a 

(Continued on page 2 7) 
clip and mail --- -----------------

We're looking for people who want to lead 

TELL ME MORE ... Please send me information 
about your school. 

My name is 

Address 

City _ ___ State/Prov. _ _ _ _ Zip ___ _ 

Church ____ Graduation date 

Send to: 

Donald N. Miller 
North American 
Baptist Seminary 
1605 S. Euc lid Ave. 
Sioux Falls, S D 57105 

o r 

Willy R. Muller 
North American 
Baptist College 
23rd Ave.&115St., R.R. 3 
Edmonton , AB Canada T6H 4N7 
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Days 
to 

Live 
The story of Mrs. Peggy Trotter as told to 

Mrs. Ellen Froslie. 

M rs. P eggy T rotter was o ne o f five wh o were baptized 
?Y D r. Kenneth Fischer a t the m o nt hly baptism a l service 
m ~ebr~ary 1977, at Temple Baptis t C hurch o f Lodi 
Cah forma, b ut there is so met hing di fferent about P egg; 
than an_y~ne whom Pastor Fischer has baptized in the 
past ; this 1s her s to ry a s to ld to me , E llen Fro slie 

A pr il, 1?75. C~li fornia is beautiful in the spr ing w· Id 
flower~ point thei r brigh t fingers of color to the h~r iz~n 
Th: hills of the Mother Lod e co untry b eckon the ti red 
office worker o r hou sewife to exp lore a nd . . . h 
sun B d h h p1cn1c in t e 

. eyon t at t e Sier ras ca ll the ski buff t . 
the la st pro tected bit of snow o en3oy 

Li fe was good ~hat ~ pring .for Peggy T rotter . H er . o b 
"'.as secure, and hfe with her two teenage sons J 
nmg as hi l'f was ru n-

t f 
stmhoot Y _as I e runs with teenagers. Good ex-

~ep . o r e occas1?nal p roblem with breathing a nd 'ach
ing in ~er legs a t night . So she made a n appoin tme nt for 
a . physical, a nd her docto r put her in the hospital f 
biopsy. or a 

"Peggy , I. a m sorry to have to tell you that you r 
tum or 1s ma lignant a nd tha t it involves bo th lungs so we 
cann o t o perate . I a m ~o so rry, but yo u probably have 
only ~bout 30 da ys to hve," the d octor sa id. 

Thirty days to live ! We a ll know li fe is te rmina l, but 
do we face that fac t , reall y until one day a d 

d b · ' octor 
stan s y o ur bedside a nd ma kes such a sta teme nt H 
would you feel? W ha t wo uld your reactio n be? · ow 

Peggy 's reaction wa s:_ "The thing t ha t struc k me was 
that the doctor was terribly up set a bo ut it but I , 
I h . . , wasn t. 

a ve never been afraid to d ie because J kno h 
heaven wi ll be bette r. " w t a t 

"God intervened in my ill ness ma ny times a nd gave 
me all o f t hese extra mo nths to live for a purpose , 1 

Mrs. Ellen Froslie is a member of Temple Ba r · r 
Ch~rch, ~odi, CA . On April ll, she informed rhe~~~
tonal office that Mrs. Trotter passed away on April 6. 
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believe. I have a lwa ys belie ved in G o d. I had a very 
unhappy childhood . M y p aren ts to ld m e I was ug ly . I 
had no o ne to ki ss a nd hug me o r tell m e I was a good 
girl o r I was doing well. I found o ut in S u nday school 
very early , before I even sta rted sc h ool, t hat God lo ved 
me, a nd so I had a fr iend. I ho n estl y prayed to God a ll 
the time those days; I felt ve ry c lose to h im. 

"But I did not know that I had to know J esus C hris t 
as m y Savior. Wh y didn ' t I know? I d o n ' t know. I went 
to S unday school when I was young, bu t I didn ' t read 
the Bible mu ch. So I believe that God gave m e a ll t hese 
extra months to live so tha t I could k now J esu s C h r is t 
a nd com e to God thro ugh him . 

" T he ha nd of God has been with m e so many times . I 
have a great desire to learn God' s W o rd . The Bible is 
my co ns tant com pan ion. This was not true a t firs t. 
When I cam e to the e nd o f my coba lt treatm e n ts , I was 
very depressed . I even th o ug h t o f su ic ide, bu t I knew in 
my heart thi s would be wrong. People wanted to com e 
to see m e a nd to help m e with m y ho usework . But I did 
not want to see a nyo ne a n d d id not wa n t them to see 
me. That is w h en I b egan to read the Bible . 

" I k now that I was very c lose to d eat h, a n d I rea lized 
tha t I could have died ver y eas ily . There was a g reat 
struggle going o n w it hi n m e w he ther to s tay a li ve and 
learn w hat I h ad to learn o r wh ether to g ive up a nd d ie . 
I fee l I had a cho ice like Paul d id . I be lieve tha t Paul 
had had a ch o ice so m etime in his life w heth er he would 
live o r d ie, a nd I think tha t is w ha t he was ex press ing in 
the Bible. But I k new t ha t God wan ted m e to live be
ca u se I had so much to lea rn . Tha t is w hy m y Bible is 
my co nstant companio n , beca u se J know tha t it is im
perative that I lea rn a s m uch as J can for I have so little 
time. ' 

"My so ns were also a pa rt of my decis io n to live 
beca use I wanted to be a h elp to t hem s piritu a ll y. M y 
prayers a re for so me of my fam ily a nd for som e fr iend s . 
I do want to see th em in hea ve n . I would like to see m y 
~rayers a nswered for t heir sa lvat io n in m y li fe time, but 
~ f t~ey are no t , I have fa ith tha t God w ill answer them 
in his ow n t ime . 

' 'W h e n the docto r said , 'You have o n ly thirty days ,' I 
was actua lly g lad . I th o ugh t 'This is wonder ful , ' and it 
made me hap py . 

" P I 'd a u sa i , 'T o die is gain ' and I feel it wi ll be for 
me H · ' · . o wever , I realize tha t God was no t ready fo r m e 
to die . 1 wa nt yo u to kn ow tha t n o m atter w hat I ha ve 
g~ne th roug h or co nt in ue to go through n o m a tte r in 
w _a t way the Lo rd c hooses to take m~ tha t I have 
fa~ned th r_o ugh m y ill ness m o re th a n I h a v'e lo s t. In fac t 

a ve gamed m o re tha n a ll of the re st o f m y li fe pu t 
toge ther · I ha ve me t m a n y people w ho h a ve been so 
~~o~l / 

1
ha ve lea rned so m uch from the Bi ble. Bu t most 

'~Y i a ve com e to kno w J esus C hr is t. 
es , 1 have defi nite ly g a ined ·thro ug h m y cancer . It is 

~P toh God w hen a nd h ow he ta kes m e a nd n o ma t te r 
ow 

1 
e does, I ha ve ga ined . I wo uld wa~t yo u to tell th e 

peop e tha t." 

Mrs .h Trott.er is a lmo st a n inva lid . She had to be car r ied ? 1 
eSshtairs for he r ba ptism and ass is ted in to the ba p -

istdry. d . e was d e te rm ined to fo ll ow he r Lo rd in ba pt ism 
a n ra 1a n1 beca 1 . use s 1e could. It has been m y p r ivilege 
to ge t to kno w he r , a nd I have lea rned muc h fro m he r. 

What Christian 

my son, Dickey, entirely o ut o f love 
rat her tha n punished him out of a nger. 
Dickey had climbed up in the pantry 
several shelves high where he knew he 
was not 10 be. When I hea rd him climb
ing up there, my fi rst response was 
a nger. I thought, " That kid has done it 
again !" 

Fortunately I was learning to under
stand the difference between d iscipline 
and punishment. I was also getting a 
ha ndle on some of my own hostility. I 

Faml·11·es Have Go1·ng ~~~~:l~ t Dti~k;Yf~l f~n~~~otoy~~ i e::n~o~~ own frus trallons or do you want to lov-
ingly cor rect him and set an exa mple of 
the wa y God his heavenly Father loving-
Iv corrects him?" 

For Them 
What difference does it make that a 
parent is a Christian? Plenty. Christian 
parents ha ve a uni que asset as they ap
proach the di fficul t tas k o f rearing chil
dren: their awareness of the example 
Goel has set for us as our hea venly 
Fat her. T hroughout the Script ures, 
God 's rela ti onship to ma n is descnbed 
as a parent-chi ld relationship. God is 
ca lled our Fat her and we are ca lled his 
sons . Wrapped up in this fa t her-~on 
rela tionship a re some very praellcal 
tru ths for ea rthly parents. We ca~ stu~y 
God's rela tionships with us a s his chil
dren as a way o f finding better ways to 
guide our own child ren. 

A few years ago one o f these bi bl i~a l 
truths leaped out at me. It was this: 
God never punishes his child ren! When 
this tho ught fi rst occur red to me I 
reac ted with disbelief. "Of course God 
puni shes hi s children," I said aloud· 
" Every Chr istian knows that. " But as 1 

studied th rough the Scri pt ures I began 
to real ize tha t God really does not 
punish his child ren. . 

You sec the Bible indicates there is a 
big differ~ncc between the conc.epts of 
discipl ine a nd punishmenr. P urnshii:ient 
is a means of admi nistering jt~ s t _ re~n b~
tion for misdeeds, whereas discipline is 
designed 10 promote the growth .of the 
d iscipl ined one. When Christ died on 
the cross he took on himsel f a ll Go~'s 
pun ishment for our misdeeds. Justice 
for God 's children was sa ti sfi ed com-

. reserved Pletely. Punishment 1s now . 
solely for those who fai l to appropnat e 
Ch ris t's payment for sins. 

T l . d ' f course imply that i1s oesn t, o , 

r · · Used wirh rro111 Psycho logy for Living. . . 
Permission of rile Narramore ChrtSf/(/.11 

Fou 11cla1io11 Rosemead, Ca lif orma 
9 / 770. • 

by Bruce Narramore 

God does not discipline, chasten, or cor
rect his children. Surely he does. The 
difference is that discipl ine is not a 
mea ns o f justice. Discipl ine is God 's 
way of maturi ng his child ren. Discipline 
is instruct ion or train ing designed to 
correct misbehaviors a nd develop the 
disciplined one. It doesn't involve 
justice, punishment o r " gett ing even. " 

Unfortunately, most English Bible 
tra nsla tions use " discipline" a nd 
" punishment" interchangeably. Conse
quentl y, some passages read as though 
God is punishing the Chris tia n . T his is 
not so . The chart hel ps clari fy some of 
these important differences. 

Now let' s make this pract ical. God 
never says to us, " I am angry! You 

Frankl y, my thoughts ran, " I'd like 
to do both! " But, realizing the harm 
that could come from punishing him in 
anger, I was able to resolve my own 
angry feelings before I attempted to 
discipline. Then I walked over to the 
pant ry, firmly took Dickey down and 
said , "Son , daddy is sorry but he is go
ing to have to discipline you. Mommy 
and daddy have to ld you not to get in 
the pantry and you must learn to 
obey ." I then spanked him just as hard 
as I had ever spanked him . But im
mediately I could tell a difference. 
When I looked into his eyes I could see 
he was not a fraid ! Now don' t get me 
wrong. Dickey did n't say, " Oh boy, 
dadd y, hi t me aga in!" But he wasn' t 
afra id. He had a peaceful look that in
dicat ed he knew that I was d isciplining 
him for his own good. To this day I can 
tell whether I am punishi ng my children 
out o f my own anger and frustration or 

P unishment a nd Discipli ne 
Punishment Discipline 

Purpose To in flict pena lty 
for an o ffense-
2 Thess. I :7-9 

To train for correction 
and ma turity- Hebrews 
12:5- 10 

Focus Past misdeeds-
2 Peter 2:2-9 

Future co rrect deeds
P rov. 3: 11 -12 

Atti t ude Hostility and frus
tration on the part 
of the parent
Isa. 13:9-11 

Love a nd concern on 
the part of the parent
Rev . 3: 19 

Resulting 
emotion in th e 
chi ld 

Fear , guilt and 
hostil ity 

sinned aga inst me a nd I am going 10 get 
even by span king you!" Instead , he 
says, " You have sin ned . I too k o ut all 
my anger toward your sin a t the cross. I 
love you a nd you arc 111y chi ld . Since 
yo u are my child I am going to disci
pline you to help you grow a nd ma
ture ." 

I remember the fi rst time I disciplined 

Securi ty-
! J ohn 4:1 6-1 8 

whether it is out of love. T ha t is the 
model God has set for us. He never 
punished us in a nger . He only dis
cipl ines in love. 

So it 's all r ight fo r you a nd me to 
cor rect our children . J us t so long as we 
do it wi th the sa me intent God has when 
he corrects us-discipline, not punish
ment. 0 
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Happiness 
is 

spreading 
the 

~~~d l\Jews 

by Deanna Jasiac 

There is joy and fullfillment which is 
ours each rime we see the Holy Spirit 
touch the heart of a brother or sister in 
our witnessing. The reward is truly ours. 
We know our treasures are laid up in 
heaven when we can be part of winning 
a soul to the Lord. This is the greatest 
privilege God has given to us. 

In our calling we have mer people 

Deanna Jasiac is a member of 1he 
Bloomingdale Bap1is1 Church in Bloom
ingdale, IL. 

who have stored away the meaning of 
God's love at the back of their hearts. 
People, whose concern for their children 
and the environment in which they live, 
were surprised when we expressed to 
them our availability and desire to help . 

Some, we found, hadn't acted upon 
those concern s in years. Bui, al 1he 
poinl of mee1ing someone who was con
cerned for them, s tarted remembering 
th ings they had learned years ago about 
Christ's love and were able to poinl ou r 
rimes when Chris t had helped them 
through difficull situations. 

Each time, before we lea ve 10 do our 
survey work and foll ow-up calling, we 
pray for God' s Holy Spirit 10 show 
himself through us 1h at others might see 
him in us. We ask for his guidance and 
for him to calm us, so that our human 
pride or rejection fro m o thers would not 
stand in the way o f God 's call to his 
people. What has seemed a mi racle to 
me each rime is the fact that he always 
answers us. Those who mighl reject us 
have been the easiest for us ro bear for 
Christ's sake because of the burden he 
has placed on our hearts. 11 is for those 
we go back tim e and time again to 
Christ in prayer for his divine will to be 
done. The renewal of our own joy in 
Christ serves as a reminder to those 
who, over the years, have stored Chris t 
away . I thank the Holy Spirit for using 
us as his tools in this way. 

Sometimes we feel our visits may have 
been to no avail; yel a smile on our 

faces, that only Christ could have put 
there, showed to others that he lives. 

W hen I thi nk o f my own primer be
fore salvat io n, it gives me more encour
agement to seek out people for C hris t. 
A_frer my chi ldren h·ad s1arted going to 
Bible study fo r a short rime, and 1 'd 
heard much on TV fro m Billy Graham, 
I reall y fel t under conviction but vowed 
as soon as one mo re person came to my 
door to talk to me about God, I would 
gentl y slam ii shut. Somehow a1 the 
sight of two o f the most pleasa mly smi l
ing faces I had ever seen, my thoughts 
of slamming the door simply vanished. 
Those two men, whom I sha ll never 
forger, relayed a loving concern for my 
family I'd never known and never 
thought possible in 1he world to which I 
was accustom ed. T hrough warm fellow
shiping wi tho ut preaching they answered 
each questi on I had had for ycars
questi ons I'd decided could never be an
swered . But even more convinci ng than 
those answers they gave, was the un 
ques tionab le light and sincerity l saw in 
them. 

As we go d oo r-to-door, we pray peo
ple will see Chris t. As they catch sigh! 
of him , we pray the Holy Spi rit will 
convict a nd convince . 

I have been reminded la tely about 
s toring up our treasures in heaven, o ur 
fin al home. What greate r way is there 
than spreading the news o f the person 
o f Chris t to our brot hers and sisters 
here on ea rth. 0 

by Aaron Bertsch 

Close o ur minds to complaining and open o ur minds 
to p ra ise. Believe tha t o thers a re as sincere as I am and 
that othe rs need t? be t ~eated ~ith res pect. Stop looking 
so much for a fr1 endsh1p ; beg111 to be a fri end. Ignore 
the attitude that life "owes me;" cul tivate the a ttitude of 

what I owe Iif 8 . . . . e . e content wi th such th ings as 1 have · 
sto p w1s h111g r h . ' 
h. . o r w a t o thers have. Enj oy the sim p le 

t mgs of hfe· d · 1 h • o not w1s i for the b ig th ings tha t o thers 
mhay ave. Forget what I have accompl ished· meditate o n 
w at others h d ' 

I 
a ve o ne for me . Self-res pect can no t be 

Mr. Aaron Bertsch lives in Pierre, SD. He is a member 
of Calvary Baptist Church, Aberdeen, SD. 
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pure iased It is f . 
I
. · no t o r sa le . We ca n on ly have 1t when 

we 1ve the good w . 
b ·r 

1 
· e can have 1t when we k no w the 

eau t1 u . We c h · 
I 

an ave 11 when we know the tru th a nd 
rnve spok en the truth. D 

)J(•l t (~1· f 0 
11)1(• Fi•i(~11(I ••f 

_L \ DiluJ•(•_.c 
Dear Friend, 

Of course, we are not really friends. 
We don't even kno w each other. But if 
you are sincerely interested in help ing 
you r divorced friend , then I'm sure that 
I like you a lready. 

Every situa1ion is just a little dif
ferent, as is every fr iendship, bur I 
would lik e to 1ell you some of the 1hings 
my friends di d thal helped me du ri ng 
and fo llowing my divorce. 

Firs t of all, i f you know someone 
who is contempla ting divorce, advise 
them against it. Divorce very rarely 
solves problems; in most cases, it simply 
adds more problems. Recommend that 
they seek a ll the help possible to main
tai n thei r marriage. Offer to keep their 
children while 1hey visit a counselor or 
lawyer. Provide 1ransportat ion if tha l is 
needed . Give your friends your quie1 
mora l support and your prayers. It has 
been my experience that too many cou
ples divorce in haste and regret at 
leisure. 

However, in many cases, divorce may 
be the only sensible solution . And that 
is when your fr iendship will really 
count. I've read art icles tha t say as a 
friend of a divorcing couple, you must 
try, a t a ll costs , to stay neutral. Bur it 
seems to me tha t thal isn't easy to do. 
In fac1 it 's almost im possible and not 
very p r~cti cal eit her. Bur be careful; just 
because your fri end is divorcing h.is or 
her spouse ii doesn' t auromaucally 
mean 1hat ;hey've lost all o f 1heir love 
for that spouse. They may nor truly 
understand thei r feelings. Lei your 
friend tell you how mean and ha_teful 
the spouse is, but don't add any ideas 
of your own. Be a good li stene r and 
head nodder, if you wish, but don' t sud
denl y turn o n the ex-spouse yourself. 

And don't rurn on your friend ei ther. 

Ja111ie Schlllidl is a free lance writer 11'110 

lives in McA//e11, T~.rns. 

Divorce is an extremely devastat ing 
blow to the ego. It seems that the per
son who should have loved you the 
most , doesn 't love you at all now, in 
fact, may even hate you. If friends start 
to shun you, then you begin to believe 
that maybe you really are the evil per
son that your ex-spouse says you are. 
Why not call your friend for a movie or 
lunch or a spur of the moment shopping 
tri p. You don't need to plan any big 
production; just keep your fr iendship 
accessible. 

Be support ive of your divorcing or 
divorced fr iends. Just because your 
fr iend is divorced, he or she isn't sud
denly a moral reject. But you would be 
surprised at how many people equate 
divorce wi th low moral standards. And 
don' t look down on your fr iend with 
pity ei ther . Simply try to relate to your 
friend as you d id when he or she was 
mar ried. And it's very important to in
struct your children as to how to relate 
to children of divorcing couples. Chil
dren pick up ideas about divorce from 
adu lts and seem to amplify them. It is 
very hard to expla in divorce to chi ldren, 
bul be as frank as you feel you can. 
And assure them that litt le friends 
have n't suddenly changed into some 
strange creatures because their parents 
are divorcing. 

Be understanding about your friend's 
problems, but don ' ! be morose about 
1hem . T he one 1 bing that seemed to 
depress me the most as I was going 
th rough my divorce was Aunt Sue's 
divorce. You know A uni Sue, don't 
you? She is the one with ten kids. Her 
husband left her for his 19-year-old 
secretary. Everyone tried to cheer me up 
by telling a11 about Aunt Sue and how 

<rnuch bwer off I was. Do you really 
think 1hat cheered me up? Everyone 
who is going through a divorce knows 
that there are others in the same sit ua
tion . Bu t that's not really all that cheer
ful. Personally, I wish I were the only 
divorcee. It doesn'1 lift my spiri1s at all 

to know that others have had these 
same heartaches. 

Going through a divorce is a lmost like 
experiencing the death of a spouse. 
After all, it is the death of the relation
ship. And during and following a di
vorce, calls and visits and letters help 
just as they do after a death . This is 
something that my friends did that 
meant a great deal to me, as the days 
seemed to go on forever while I was 
wait ing for the court hearing. In my 
case, I moved to another state after the 
divorce was final. My friends were 
wonderful in supporting me with calls 
and letters, unti l I was able to establ ish 
myself and make new friends. 

What I'm going to recommend next 
may sound a little strange; especially 
since many people would say that it 
borders on gossip. But once your friend 
is definitely in divorce precedings, tell 
everyone that you know about it. I 
found that one of the hardest things to 
do was to explain to people that I was 
divorced . I still get into embarrassing 
situations from time to time when peo
ple make inconsidera te remarks about 
divo rcees before they real ize that I am 
one. So do your fr iend a big fa vor and 
spread the news. 

Encourage your friend to part1c1pare 
in new activities but don ' t try to be the 
instant ma tchmaker. T here are excellent 
opportunities for d ivorced people in 
groups such as Parent s without Part 
ners. And insist that they maintain their 
church a ffiliations or help them to get 
started in a church. Not even you, as a 
good fr iend, can help to heal the heart
aches as fast as God can. 

The most important thing you can do 
for your friend is to be yourself . Just 
stay open for ways to show your love 
and concern. Even if you seem to bun 
gle th111gs, your divorcing frie nd will 
know that you are trying to help and 
will love you all the more fo r it. 

Peace be with vou 
Jamie Schmidt. ' 
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 

PHOENIX,AZ.,CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by Lanny R. Johnson 
The place, Phoenix, AZ, is li terally bursting at the seams 
with growth. And to think that God has planted Thun
derbird Baptist Church right in the center of it a ll! The 
growth around us is so rapid that some home builders 
don't even advertise in order to sell their projects o ut 
completely. Our schools are too small before they a re 
finished, even at the rate of one new one each year . 

Yet, in the midst of all this tremendous expansion , 
there are thousands of lives torn with hurt a nd sorrow: 
broken homes, divided marriages and shattered lives. 
Why? Mostly beca use they don ' t know our wonderful 
Savior. That is why we a re here in Phoenix: to share the 
love and grace of God and see lives trans formed and 
turned around to follow Jesus . 

G od has provided a perfect location for our church. 
We hope to begin o ur first building in about a year. Of 
course, building lives comes firs t , and tha t part is in pro
gre~~ now. Even though we are meeting in a school 
facility , our Sunday school a nd church services are 
averagin g in the 40s a nd 50s each week. We have started 

S?f!1e ~adies '. a~ternoon Bible studies. Our Tuesday night 
v1s1tat1on ministry is beginning to grow. Recently we 
launched our children's church program. This yea r we 
pla n to start both a Men' s Fellowship a nd a Wo men 's 
Missionary Society. 

We appreciate a ll the help we have received this first 
year , especia lly from the Southern Cali fornia Associa
tion as they have shared so grac iously in o u r beginning. 
We a re th a nkful to God fo r so m a n y obv io u s a n s w ers to 
p r a yer this pas t year. T hank you fo r remembering u s in 
your prayers . 

It rnKc~ a Jot or prayer, hClrc1 worl\ and money to build 
a church today. Would you j oin with us as we ask G od 
for a two-sided miracle: (I) for the funds with wh ich to 
buil d o ur first simple building (about $50,000), a nd (2) 
to double o ur size a nd ministry this year . Most o f all , we 
want God to be g lorified in his C hurch . 

T he needs are a ll around us; the opportunity is here, 
and the time is right to make a tremendous spiritua l im
pact o n our community . W ill you he lp us today, that we 
may reach out to touch some needy life tom orrow? 

Write to us today to let us know tha t you are praying 
especia lly for T hu nderbird Baptist C hurch ; this would be 
a great encouragement for us. O ur address is 393 1 E. 

The Rev. Lanny R. Johnson is the pastor of Thunder
bird Baptist Church, P~oenix, AZ. 
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May 1977 
Andorra Dr., Ph oenix, AZ 85032. Send your contribu
tions desig nated for Thunderbird Baptis t C hurch to 
North American Baptis t Conference, I So. 210 S ummit 
A ve. , Oakbrook Terrace, IL 601 81. 0 

Pastor and Mrs. Johnson with fami ly. 

Present meeting facilities. 

Pastor Johnson conducting a worship service at Thunderbird Baptist 
Church. 

F ive Thousand Men! 
Fifty Countries! 

Five Days of Fellowship! 

2nd World 
Conf ere nee of 

Baptist Men 
Indianapolis, 
Indiana, USA 
Apri I 5·9, 1978 
Five thousand 

Baptist men from 50 
countries will meet 
for five days of 
glorious fellowship, 
inspiration, and planning. 

The men will learn 
from one another how 
they can best witness 
to their faith and 
apply Christian truth to 
all of life. They will be 
inspired to carry the 
enthusiasm of their 
fellowship back to their 
home countries for 
sharing and outreach. 

YOU, and your wife, 
are invited to be a 
part of the Conference 
in Indianapolis. 
Make your plans now. 

Write the Baptist 
men 's leader in your 
country or .inquire 
directly to: 

WORLD CON FERENCE 
OF BAPTIST MEN 
1628 Sixteenth Street, 
N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 
USA 

Memorial or Decorat ion Day, in honor of the nati on's war dead, was first o ffi
cial ly observed on May 30, 1868. The observance began during the Civil War when 
Southern women at Vicksburg and Columbus, MS, and Charleston, SC, decorated 
Union as well as Confederate graves. When Major John A. Logan became com
mander o f the postwar Grand Army of the Republic, he issued on May 5, 1868, his 
famous order "That every post of the Grand Army should hold suitable exercises and 
decorate the graves of their dead comrades with flowers .. . Let no ravages o f time 
testi fy to coming generations that we have forgollen as a people the cost o f a free 
and undivided Republic." May 30th , a ti me when fl owers are at their best , was 
chosen as the date, and the fi rst Memoria l Observanc'e was held at Washington . Am
bulances ca rried fl owers to Arli ngton Cemetery from the Botanic Gardens, the Trea
sury grounds, and the P resident's conservatory and private gardens. General Ulysses 
S. Grant , pres identi al nominee, was in the stands, and General J ames A. Garfield 
who was then in Congress but was later to become President, gave the oration . 

Let us remember and honor those who gave their li ves for us. But above all , let us 
remember Jesus Christ who gave his life !'or all mankind . 
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WEDDING AN"11VERSARY 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Schuneman o bserved 
their 50th wedding anniversary on Feb. 
20, 1977. They a re members of First 
Baptist Church, Steamboat Rock, IA. 

KELOWNA, BC. T he Trinity Baptist 
Church experienced a spiritually produc
tive two weeks with God's Volunteers, 
the m usical as well as the follow-up sec
tions . T he evening services were very 
well attended, with more than 500 a l the 
closing service. Besides the church per
formances, the teams a lso visited and 
sang for school assemblies, senior cit i
zen 's homes, and al a large shopping 
center. Jn four days of door-to-door 
visitation, the follow-up team , assis ted 
by 92 "callers" from the church , made 
937 calls, contacting 63 J people. The 
number of those who responded either 
by making decisions or prospects for 
church and follow-up were 46. T hese 
fi rs t two weeks in February 1977 have 
made a decided impact on many a 
member at Trinity 10 share Christ in a 
more effective way. The Rev. Richard 
Hohensee is our senior pastor, and 1 he 
Rev. Ron Habermas is our director of 
Christian education. (Mrs. Magdalene 
Spletzer, reporter .) 

REGl:'l.A . SA . Neighboring churches 
participated with Faith Baptist Church 
in a reception for thei r new pastor, the 
Rev. Richard Quir ing, on Jan. 9, 1977. 
He was formerly pastor of the Winona 
Gospel Church , Winona, O N. Assi stant 
pastor Bob Vogt had been serving since 
the resignation of the Rev. Homer Ed
wards, March 1976. 

Twenty-two persons were baptized al 
Faith Church in 1976. Six young people 
a re attending Bible school. Two couples 
from our church have entered fu llt ime 
Christian service: Jack Sailor, ordained 
by our church, and his wife, serving 
with Central A laska Mission, Alaska, 
and Gord and Nancy Ba rwell with Ath
letes in Action. 

Our Su nday school attendance has in
creased. We have a lso dedicated a new 
gymnasium. (Vera Rosem, reporter .) 

J I ( On Feb. 13, 1977, the 
Sunkis1 Baptist Church held a reception 
for their new pastor , the Rev. Adolph 
Braun, hi s wife, Mu rya l, and daughter, 
Joyce. The guests included pastors and 
members of the Southern Califo rnia 
Association of North American Ba ptist 
Churches. The Brauns were welcomed 
to Anaheim by Ci ty Councilman Donald 
Roth. Western A rea Secretary, the Rev. 
H. J. Wilcke, Portland, O R , brought 
the message. (Mrs. Josephine Harwood, 
reporter.) 
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CALGAR\ . AB . On Jan . 23, 1977, 12 
candidates fo llowed ou r Lord through 
the waters of baptism at Grace Bap ti st 
Church. Many of these candidates had 
just accepted Chr ist as thei r personal 
Savior within the las t six months . It was 
a joy to hear their testimonies. We 
praise the Lord for each one of them. 
Jn the evening, these as well as three 
others were extended the right hand of 
fe llowship. The Rev. E. Kli ngenberg is 
the pastor. (Ruth Benke, reporter.) 

EAST DETROIT. Ml. On Ja n. 3 1, 
1977, the Rev. Herbert Hi ller broug ht 10 
a close his act ive ministry of 43 yea rs . 
H is fina l sermon to the Ridgemont Bap
tist C hurch congregatio n, where he a nd 
his wife have served fo r the past 5 Yi 
years, was entitled, "A Pastor's 
Testamenial Faith." 

Jn the afternoon friends a nd pas tors 
from the Det roit area, including area 
secretary, the Rev. Willis Potrat z, 
gathered for a farewell service. The Rev. 
Edmund Millelstedt led the program , 
which included choirs s inging favor ite 
selections of Pastor and Mrs . H iller. 
Guest speaker for the occasio n was Dr. 
Rein hold Kerstan, associate secreta ry 
for comm unications, Oakbrook Terrace, 
JL. A monetary g ift was presented to 
the H illers . . . 

T he Hill ers will continue co reside 111 

the area and minis ter where needed o n a 
part-time basis . (Sh irley Bossncr, re
porter.) 

Sl\1'\ER , IA . T he W.M.S. o f the 
Sumner Baptist Church presented a 
handmade quilt co the Rev. and M rs . 
Herman Effa , former missio naries to 
Brazil, now of Benton Harbor, M l. 

Each member embroidered a block with 
her na me a nd a fl o ral design. T hen the 
quilt was beauti fully completed by Mrs . 
John Menke, who inspired this project. 
(Mrs. M . B. Po tratL, repo rter.) 

l'l. E\ '\ \ . \11. Three persons were 
bapt ized and welcomed into the fe llow
ship of the P levna Bapt ist Church on 
New Year's Eve, 1976. At this time the 
church participated in the Lord's Supper 
and also viewed a film on C hrist's Ii fe, 
" I Beheld H is Glory." 

Church growt h was the topic of a 
presentation given by Mrs. Walter 
Klempel, Dickinso n, ND, on Feb. 27, 
1977, at our church . 

The program of our camp at Crys tal 
Springs, ND, was presented through 
slides and tape by M r. Steve Opp on 
March 3. 

World Day of Prayer was observed by 
the ladies of our church Ma rch 4. The 
Rev. G. Wesley Blackb urn, Dickinson, 
ND, was gues t s peaker at the Men's 
Fe llowship Sweetheart Banquet Feb. 14. 
(Pau la Fuchs, reporter. ) 

C\I (,\ In. \II . T he Naomi Guild 
promotes missio ns at Brcnc vicw Ba ptise 
Church by keeping the congregat io n in
formed of "mission news" in our 
mo nthly news let ter. We have a well -d is
played bullet in board , and lel!ers are 
read and information is given at the 
Guild meetings. It is with joy that the 
ladies, and some men, gather to prepare 
White Cross items. The mo nth ly meet 
ings have feat ured a variet y of in
teres ting programs a nd speakers , and 
good use is made o f the W.M.U. pro
gram packets. The lad ies participated 111 

the Alberta W.M.U . Retreat at Banff. 
We started the " T oget herness" pro

gram one morning a week for a period 
of eight weeks to provide some "t.ime 
out" for the ladies in ou r congrega11on . 
We a rc now in o ur third series . Nursery 
care is provided. The program includes 
cra fts, a potpourri corner w here you can 
do your own thing, exercise session, 
coffee time and Bible s tudy for a ll. An
other motive is co encourage ladies to 
bring the ir unsaved neighbors . We en
courage ot her churches 10 institute such 
a program. We'd be happy to provide 
more detai led informa ti on to any who 
a re interested. (Linda Ohlhauser, re
porter. ) 

< \IC, \In . \II . The music minis try al 
Brent vicw Baptist Church is exciting a nd 
inspi rational. The choir has contributed 
much 'co our worship service. At 
Christ mas a n over-crowded sanctua ry 
thrill ed t~ the message of John W. 
Peterson 's "King of Kings." At Easter 
they will present the cantata, "The Last 
Week." 

The adul ts of the chu rch planned a 
Valent ine " Happy Hearts" banquet , 
which was a refreshing evening com plete 
with nosta lgic love songs, in spirational 
mus ic and mes5agc by the "New Dawn" 
singers . 

Bernie Smith , our "colorful" i ~terim 
pas tor, has blessed our hearts 111 the 
three momhs he has served. We arc, 
however, pleased co announce the ar
rival of our new paswr, the Rev. R?n 
Kern ohan, his wife, Mary, and family 
from Det roit. The welcome was m the 
form of an a ll-church supper on Feb. 27 
followed by an hour of cel~bration 
which included musical selections, a 
chi ldren' s choir direc ted by Pastor Ber
nie, a nd a welcome lO the Kernohans. 
(Linda Ohlhauser , reporter.) 

PORT COQll lTLA:\1. BC. Two per
sons were bapt ized by our pastor, the 
Rev. Manfred Taubensee, on Feb. 6• 
1977, a t the Mary Hill Baptist Church . 

O n Feb. 4 our church had an ~xtre~le
ly in forma tive evening, at which time 
Dr. Reinhold Kerstan, Oakbr?ok. Ter
race , IL , s howed movies of his mp lO 

Russ ia. (Erika Meier, reporter.) 

I ·\,..,I'\(,, IA . A ~roup of 30ebad~1-l~s 
met at Central Baptist Camp, F · ' 
1977 for a Couples' Ret reat. Reprcse~t-

' . Iowa Wis-ing four states : Mmnesota, ' 
1 . 1 oup spent t te consin and lllin0ts, t 1e gr f 
1 ' d hip o t ie weekend under the lea ers 

J sch ke Forest Rev a nd Mrs. Wm. e ' . 
· . h topics as Park IL di scuss ing sue · 

• • . " " H urting 
"Communication Build-up_. Pare-

d H I. " "Leadership and a n ca 111g, . 1 for the 
ners hip" and " Heirs T oget ier. for 
Grace of Life." T here was tun.e 

. nd fellowship . 
recreation, re laxa t1° 11. a be limited to 

The next retreat will not 
. of a general nature 

couples but will be 
1978 

at Cen-
for a ll adu lts, Feb. I0-12• R us~ Miller. 
tra l Baptis t Camp. (Mrs. 
secre tary.) 

\H DIC'! '\I : If \1. AB. C?n d F~rTen~~ 
1977, the mem bers and fnei~h! joy of 
pie Bapt is t C hurch had · of our 
witnessing the induct ion service i W 

R Norma• · 
new pastor, the . . cv .d 011 Dwight, 
D H h·s wife an s • d rcgcr. c , 1 • • fellowship an 
were welcomed 111!0 the d community. 
serv ice of the church an Park 

sented were 
Gues t cht!rchcs rcpre. H ilda Baptist 
Meadow, Lcthbndge, Baptist 

. d a nd Grace ' 
Church , H1I .a ; at The in terim 
Church , Mcd1c1nc He E . el gave the 
pasto r, the Rev· J ohn ngte~ded from 
message. Greetings were ex 
various o rgan izations . . en 10 Pastor 

Recognitio n was also (;
1
v served as in

a nd Mrs. John Engel w ? of Pastor 
· CO the ume tcrun pastor up Jack En lcn, 

Drcgcr's arrival. (Mrs. 
reporter. ) 

Ladies' Miss ion 
( \\11W..,I . \B . Tl~e . . . Church 
Circle of Fcllowsh1 p Bapti st )ram 

011 
held the 62 nd anniversa ry cl p;10·~ Dieter 
Feb. IO, 1977 , with Dr. an 1 · 

Lemke speaking and showing their 
slides. The Rev. and Mrs. Reinhard 
Neuman were also present, as well as 
visit ors from Wiesenthal, Millet; 
Calvary, Wetaskiwin, and First, Cam
rose. Mrs. Anne Schumacher, our pas
tor's wife, chaired the program and 
presented honor pins. co Mrs: Adena 
Busenius and Mrs. Mildred Wilson for 
their many years of service to the Lord. 
Mr. and Mrs . Art Petrie sang. The of
fering was given to our N.A.B . College, 
Edmonton, and Camp Caroline. 

On Jan. 16, 1977, we welcomed into 
our fellowship four adults and two 
young people. We praise God for a 
goodly increase in our Sunday school a t
tendance as well as church service. (Mrs. 
Anna Soderstrom, reporter.) 

\1d '\TOSH. SD. The new church 
building of First Baptist Church, con
structed largely by members donating 
labor was dedicated Dec. 5, 1976, with 
our ~astor, the Rev. James Porterfield 
presiding. The Rev. Clarence Walth, 
North Central Area secretary, brought 
the dedicatory message. Greetings were 
given from former pastors: the Rev. 
Walter Klempel, Dickinson, the Rev. 
Ter rance Jarosch, Appleton, MN, and 

the Rev. Al vin Fischer, Hettinger . 
Clarence Moser read a historical sketch 
of the church's past 60 years . Musical 
selections by members of the Mel ntosh 
Church and sister churches were also a 
pare of this service. The Reverends 
Byron Ling, Bison, and Ken Mercer, Mc 
Laughlin, participated also. 

firs t Baptist Church was organized in 
1917 as a rural church known as Annan
tahl. In 1925 the church was moved into 
Mcintosh. On Sepe. 19, 1976, we wor
shipped in our new building for the first 
time. On Nov. 29, 1977, the church will 
celebrate the 60th anniversary. Eleven 
pastors have served th is church . (Mari
lyn Brockel, reporter.) 

BEU LAH . ~D. On Feb. 13, 1977, the 
Rev. Herman Kescerke became the new 
pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church. 
Pastor Kesterke, his wife, Marylen, son 
Shane and daughter, Corrie, came from 
North American Baptist Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, S D, from which he gradu
ated . 

On Feb. 20 the church had an instal
lation service, with musical selections, 
words of welcome from each church or
ganization, and Pastor Walter Klem pel , 
Dickinson, ND, as guest speaker. (Mrs. 
Leonard Boeckel, reporter.) 

FE~SE'\DE:'lo . :\D. Evangelistic meet 
ings were held wi th the Rev. Geo. Breit
kreuz, Jamestown , ND, as our speak~r. 
The Rev. and Mrs. Ray Hoffman, mis
sionaries to Cameroon were guest 
speakers a t our Harvest-Mission Sunday 
celebration. We held a Sunday school 
contest; the losers served breakfast to 
the winners. The Men 's Brotherhood 
served a pancake and sausage supper to 
which they invited ocher churches. The 
Well s County H ymn Sing, centered on 
the Bicentennial theme, was held in our 
church . Our choir presented a Christmas 
concert. (M rs . Adolph Pepple, reporter.) 

\\I'\'\ I PEG. M 8 . T he Pioneer G irls of 
McDcrmot Avenue Baptist Church gave 
a fine program Feb. 20, 1977, under the 
direction of Mrs . Dorothy Schulz. The 
girls sang several numbers led by Maria 
Rogalski. Awards were presented. Mrs . 
Jeannette Stein was guest speaker, and a 
playlet written by Mrs. Stein was pre
sented. A mural made by the girls was 
presented to the nursery. The offering 
was designated for teach ing supplies for 
Cameroon. Everyone viewed the lovely 
handwork. (Alice Parr, reporter.) 

l\kl'\TOSH. SD. Three persons (pic
tured) were baptized by the pastor, the 
Rev. James Porterfield, on Feb. 6, 
1977 , at the Isabel Baptist Church . The 

pastor serves both First Bapt ist, Mcin
tosh , and Isabel Baptise. Two of them 
were received into the membership of 
the Mdntosh Church on Feb. 20 . (Mari
lyn Brockel, reporter.) 
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in . memoriam 
AODI E DINKEL FIRESTINE was born in Jamesburg, NJ, 
~ f eb. 28, 1893, and died on Feb. 4, 19 77, in Wallingford 

~pA) Nursing Home. A few years ago Mrs. Firestine moved 
from Jamesburg 10 Media, PA. where she li ved wi1h her 
dallgh1cr, Thelma. Mrs. Fircsrine was 1hc wife of Frederick 
Fires1inc who preceded her in dca rh in 1969. Addie is sur
vived by two daughters: Mrs. 0110 Yahnel (Thelma), ~lcdia, 
PA· and Miss Helen Fircs1inc, Alexandria. VA ; 1hrce sis1ers: 
Mrs. Willia m Windclcr, Mrs. Ha zal Knoll , and i\o1rs . Joh n 
Michaels: a brother. Otis Dinkel; a granddaugh1cr and a 
grcar-grandson. Mrs. Fircs1inc was a member o f Firs1 Bap1is1 
Church o f Jamesburg, NJ . 

WJLH ELM FRANK was born on Feb. 3, 1894, in Poland, 
and died Feb. 10. 1977, in Vernon, BC. at the age of 83. In 
1919 he was uni ted in marriage to Emma Wolski who prede
ceased him in 1963. Nine of the I) children predeceased him, 
mos1 a1 an early age. He immigrated 10 Canada in 1953. Sur. 
vivors include one son, Erwin and family: 1hrcc daugh1crs: 
Lcokadia Taranowski and fami ly, Martha Merke and family, 
Trudi Glinsbockel and family, all of Vernon: 10 grandchil
dren, 4 grca1-grandchildrc n, and man y friends. The Rev. 
Siegfried Hop pe officiated a1 the service. 

f!A.11 Our 
Friends 

Oldfl?New 
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS, 
OLD AND NEW: 
WASHBURN BAPTIST CHURCH 
will celebra te its 75th Anniversary 
Saturday and S unday, Oc tobe r 
8-9, 1977. 
We e xte nd an invita tion to all to 
a ttend t hese sess io ns. To those 
wh o cannot atte nd , we invite you 
to w rite a le tter o f gre eting which 
wi ll b e dis played prominently at 
the festive oc c as io n. 
Because o f lodg ing shortage in 
the a rea we urge t ha t you write 
us early if you desire to be 
lodged in t he ho mes o f our con
g regati o n during the e ve nt. 

Write to: 
WASHBUR N 
BAPTI ST C HU RCH 
P. 0. Box E 
Was hbu rn, ND 58577 
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KARL GOEHRI NG. 82, Herreid, SD. died Feb. 5. 1977. He 
was born t\1arch 30, 189-1, in Wi lhclms1al , Odessa. Sou1h 
Russia, and came 10 1his co un try wi1h his pa ren ts in 1905 10 
1he f\.·lound C i1 y area. l\1r. Goehring lived there until 19.J6 
\\hen he re(ired and mo\ed 10 Herreid. He marr ied f\. 1agdc
Lina !\l oser in 19 13. Seven ch ild ren were born to th is union 
bcrorc her dca1h in 192.J. Jn 1925 he marr ied Uarbara 
Klingman. This marriage was blessed wi1 h 11 child rl· n . Mr. 
Goehring accepted Chris r as his Savior ;:md \\ ilS bapl iLed in 
192-1. He ser\·ed his church and community in many \\Jys. 
He was a deacon o f the G na dcnfcld Uap1 ist Ch un.·h for 
many yea rs. In 19-1 6 he joined the H erreid Baptist Ch u rch. 

He is survived by his wife. nine sons. two daugh1ers . -l6 
grandchi ldren and 16 great-grandchildren. The Re". Edward 
Kopf officia1cd a1 1he funeral s ervice o n Februa ry 9. 

FRIEDA HA~IMER (nee Dickau), 84, born Jan. 19 . 1893, 
in Wcias kiwin. AB. d ied Feb. 2, 1977. O n Jan. 2 1, 19 14. she 
was married 10 Rudolph Hammer, who p redeceased her in 
1940. At the age of 12, she accepted Christ as her Sa' ior, 
was b.'.lptiLed and bccanu· a member of Cah ary lJap1i111 
Ch urc h where s he served in the Sunday school. choir a nd 
W.M.S. S urv ivors include o ne son, Rubin. \Vc1askiwin; three 
daughrcrs : Mrs. Wailer (Erna) Krause, We1a.skh' in, ~1 r11. 

Paul (Do ris ) Wisner. Sou[h H o lland, IL, and t\1 rs. Don (Vi
vian) Pruden, Surrey, BC; one sislcr, ~Ire;. Waller (Minnie) 
Pankra1z; rwo bro1 hers: Ben and Lawrence; 15 grandchildren 
and 17 grea l·grandch ildren . T he Rev. Henry 51.:h umat.:her Of· 
ficiarcd a t 1hc fu ncr::tl Feb. 5. 1977 . 

ROSINA J UNG, 73 , of Eureka, SD. died Jan. JO, 1977. She 
was born Dec. 16, 1903, a r Uowd le, SD. 10 1\ 1r . and M rs. 
John Wolff. She married John J ung on ,\larch 23, 1923: he 
died in 1968. They lived o n a fa rm sou1h ca.s1 or Eure ka u111il 
1953 when they moved to Eureka. ~l rs. Jung \\JS a member 
of Firs1 Bap1 is1 Church o f Eureka. Survhors ind udc one 
son. A aron. Minnea polis, M N; one da ugh1er, ,\ 1rs. Chc~l er 

(Violet) Naasz, Moorhead, MN: two brorhers: Gust and 
Reinhold ; 1hrec sislers: Mrs. Lydia Gab. Mrs . H uld a P filLer , 
and Mrs. Marie i\•1ill lcider: ten grandchi ldren a nd fi \·e grear
grandchildren . The Rev. Don Pasch ke offlcia1cd a t 1he 
runera l service. 

Wha t Christia n Kids 
Don' t Tell Their Parents 
(Continued f rom page 13) 

are burdened with guilt feelings about 
sex but there's no one to talk to . 

6. Young people want to be chal
lenged and to feel that adults have con
fid~nce in them to undertake some real 
responsibility. Too often " Chris tian ser
vice" for teen-agers means mowing the 
church law n, washi ng windows, helping 
at church suppers o r baby-sitting in the 
nursery. They want adul ts in !he back
ground with support and encourage
ment, but no t to lake over heavy-hand
edly when things go a li ttle wrong. 

7. Kids resent that important social 
issues are treated with a lackadaisical at
titude by church people. They reject !he 
response, " The Chris!ian's duty is to 
tell people about thei r spi ri tual needs 
but leave economic, politi cal ~nd health 
problems to our secular leaders." 

8. Young people recognize the dispar
ity between the pal answers and Chris
lian lives of !heir elders. They are to ld 
that C hr is! will solve their every prob
lem; tha! there's nothing C hrist ca nno! 
do . But they loo k around and see that 
older Chri stians have sins of !heir own 

KAT H AR INE KOEN IG, 91 . Carr ington, ND. died on Feb. 
6, 1977. She \\ as born Feb. 26. 1885. in Rm\ia. On J;m. 5, 
19().t , s he marr ied C hris1 Schaffrr. \\ho d icd in 1922. She 
married Charles h'. oenig in 1938: he prel·eded her in death. 
She wa s a fai1hful memlx·r or Cah arr LJaptist Chun.:h un1i l 
her dca1 h. Sur \'iv ing her arc four ch ildren: C hri st. Nampa. 
10; Ed\\ard and Jacob, Carrington; William, Edmond s, ND. 
and ~ I r, , Da\id (!\ate ) A h l, ~ l arys\ illc . \\',\ : 25 g randchil· 
dren; 71 g rc:u.grandt.."hildren. and Sl'\Cral grca1-grl':tl· 
granddiildren. The Re'. Fran~ Unruh and the Re'. N. E. 
f\ k Coy officiated a1 1he fu neral \Cr\ h:e. 

GUSTAV KUH NERT, born Jan. 6, 1885. in Vallcnia , Rus
sia, died Dec. 31. I 976. In 1893 Gu'i ta \' a nd his pa renrs im
migra1ed to Canada and homesteaded in Frederic ks heim. 
A B. He \\3S sa\Cd. bap1i1cd. and joim·d Firs1 Uap1 is1 
Church . Jn 191 0 he married Ah ina Hiller of Rabbit Hill. 
This union \\J\ blessed wit h four t.." h ildren. In 19-1 ) they 
mo\ed IO Edmo111on and joined the Ccniral Uap1ist Chun.:h . 
On Feb. 29 , 1946 , Alvina. his ,,jfe. died . In 1950 he married 
~I r ~. Ella Albred11. Sur\'h ors ind udc his wife. Ella; 3 chil· 
drcn: Es1hcr l\ rau!lc, Rubin h'. uhnen, Edmon1on . and Luella 
Die ka u. Vit.:1o ria. UC: one bro 1he r, Herman; 10 gra ndch il
dren: J I grea1-grandchi ldrcn. one grea1·gn.·a1-granddaugh1er; 
5 ~t cpch ildren . 12 ste pgrandchild ren a nd o ne grcat·step· 
grandaugh1cr. T he o fficiating ministers werl' Dr. E . P . Wahl 
a nd 1he Kev. Gerald Scheel. 

JAKO U WEISSER. ~on or Ch ri'i tian Wcis~cr and \\ ire (nee 
Anna f\.1i:lria Ha ndel) \\a(i born in Klein Neudorf , So. Russia. 
No\. 2.J, 1887. He immii;raled 10 1hc: U.S.A. in 1910, li\ing 
a t 'arious 1imc3 nea r Eureka , SO . Ven1ur ia. N lJ, A~hlcy. 
ND, and finally 10 1hc Uap1i111 Hom<.-, IJ i\mard, N D. in 
1975. He died Feb. 3. 1977, at rhe age of 89 rears, 2 
mon1h11, 2.J day11. He ma rri<..·d Karolina Heu pd on No v. 28. 
1912. H e became a C hr istian. ''a' bapliled April 4, 1920, 
and joined Joh;rnnesral Uap1i~1 Church. and la1er A'ihlcy 
Uap ti'll Church \\here he wa'i an acli'e mem ber. He lo\ed hi11 
Uiblc. He i11 ~unived by hi'i \\ife, 6 ' o"' and R daughlers, 33 
grandchild ren and 1-l grc:tt·grandchi ldren . P rc.;eding him in 
dca 1h \\Crc h is paren ts , 2 brolhers , 3 'li\ler 'i , I \on a nd 4 
grandchildren. Pastor Or\illc f\. lcrh and Pas tor H ugo Zcpik 
officia tl'd :11 1hc funera l 1,crvke o n Feb. 7, 1977. 

ego-tri ps, d isho nesty, crit ica l at
tit ud es, gossip, spiri!ual pri de. If Christ 
ca n he lp kids with drugs , they reason, 
why hasn' t he helped older people wit h 
their problems? We exhort kids to quit 
their nas ty sins bu! fail to see that we 
are hanging on to some others tha! a re 
just as bad . 

I haven' t compiled !his li st to sugges! 
tha t we throw away a ll s!a ndards or 
concede to every demand made on par
ems and the church . Young people 
don' t rea ll y want thaL I a m sugges ting 
that kids know that submiss ion !O par
ent a l rules may force them to con form, 
but inside !hey a re screaming for reality. 
They wan! someone to no tice them, to 
love them, to pray with them. They 
know tha! nice ma nners, a C hris tian vo
cabula ry a nd ta ki ng an acti ve pa rt in 
chu rch programs will steady the family 
boa! bu! inwardly they a re frus!ra!ed. 

So le! 's s!a rt li steni ng to wha t kids ' 
problems really are. This will be pai n ful 
because their problems involve us a nd 
our often sinful shortcom ings . But rig
orous self-exami na tion and cha nge is 
worth it to reach !he raw inner needs of 
our young people . When we sa y tha! 
Chr ist is enough !o get kids o ff d rugs or 
vio lence, we need to demons!rat e (ha t he 
is a lso grea! enough to help us kic k ou r 
own habi!s o f selfishness, lus t a nd 
pride. l l 

We're Looking for People 
Who Want to Lead 

(Co11ti11 11ed f rom page 17) 

tre m e ndo u s time o f g rowth, d iscovery of gifts and 
developm ent of co nfidence. A s I g rew in the Lord, he 
gave m e b o ldness to share him , meet peo ple , and e njoy 
fello wship with other C hris tians. One o f the lasting im
pressions was getting to know so many pas tors a nd their 
wives , each w ith diffe rent persona lities , yet serving the 
Lord so fa it hfully. I saw that G od is a nxious to use 
ever yon e a nd w ill , if we are willing . All this had its in
fluence o n m e. 

m yself. At the firs t Youth C ong ress at Lake G en eva, 
WI , I met my husba nd-to-be , Jim DeBoer . It was at this 
sa me Congress tha t Jim rededicated his life to God and 
felt his leading to serve in full-time minis try . The 
Lord blessed as we both went to school and then m a r
ried. As I yielded to the Lord, he led me to serve him 
firs t o f a ll a s Jim 's wife, and exper ience the joys of be
ing a pastor's wife , too! 

A s I see the motivating influences that led m e to 
becoming a pastor 's wife, it was simply the Lord work
ing thro ugh m y family, the churc h, opportunities to 
serve, and "circumstances " which proved to be p a rt of 
the path God was choosing for m e. All of these could 
only be used as I willfully ga ve my life to him . 

M y M o m has a lways b een ha ppy in the Lo rd-and 
there fo r e happy as a p asto r' s wife . Tha t a ttitude made 
me open to the possibility o f being a pasto r's wife 

I pra ise God who "saw me before I was 
scheduled eac h day of m y li fe be fore I 
breathe" (Psalm 139:16 LB) . 0 

born and 
began to 

News Flash 
(Continued f rom page 3) 

timidate opposition, so tha t 
th roughout the world countless 
num bers o f men, women and chil
dren are suffering inhuman treat
ment. 

We believe in the worth of every 
individual created in God's image, 
a nd that no circumsta nces whatso
ever ca n jus!i fy pract ices in tended 
to break bodies, minds and spirits . 

Both tortured a nd torturer are 
victims o f the evil from which no 
human being is im mune. Ba ptists, 
ho wever , believe that the life and 
power of God are greater !han 
evi l a nd in that life and power 
decia re thei r opposition to a ll tor
ture. 

The A ll iance ca lls on its affili
ates , their churches, and members 
as well as members of other reli
giou s o rganizat io ns, to create a 
force o f public opinion which will 
oblige those respo nsible to disma n
tle everyw here the adminis trati ve 
appa ra tus which permi ts or en
co urages torture, and to observe 
e f fec t ive ly tho se intern a tional 
agreements under which its use is 
str ictly forbidden ." 0 

New 
Filmstrips 
/~~~/ 

~UT~~I 
Child ren, young people and adul ts 
will enjoy this inspiring filmstrip a nd 
cassette narrated in part by a boy 
who describes, through a letter to his 
missionary parents, life at Hillcrest 
School, which our missionary chil
dren attend in Jos, Nigeria. Can be 
used in Sunday schools, camps, vaca
tion church schools or as part of a n 
evening service. Filmstrip a nd cas
sette 18 minutes. Rental $2.00. Pur
chase price $10.00. 

Purpose : To help teachers of children 
in Sunday schools a nd vacation 
church schools, teacher training 
classes, and v1s1ta tion emphases. 
Gives examples of the kind o f visits 
and contacts tha t a children's worker 
should make. Filmstrip and cassette 9 
minutes. Color. Rental $ 1.00. 
Order from Communications Depart
ment , I So. 2 10 Summit Ave., Oak
brook Terrace, Villa Park, IL 601 81. 
(Canadian churches order " Letter 
from Hillcrest" from North Ameri
ca n Baptis t College, 23 Ave. & 115 
St. , R.R . 3, Edmonton, AB, T6H 
4N7.) 

M ISSIONS PROFI LE 

(A Missions Ed u catio n Resou rce 
Bo o k) North Am e rican Baptist 
miss io n work can become real 
to yo u through read ing t his 
info rm a t ive book. Find out 
• how o ur m iss ion f ie lds began 

a nd developed 
• how Cod works in lives of 

m issio n a r ies 

Reduced price from $2 .95 to 
$1.50 

O rder fro m t h e C h urch 
Min is t ries Depart m e nt , 
1 So. 210 Su mm it Ave., 
Oak brook Te rrace, IL 60181 

Building a new church? Remodel
ing an o ld one? To make the 
structure available to all your 
people, work with you r building 
committee and arc hitect to elim
inate architectural barriers that 
shut o ut the handi cappe d and 
many of the aged. 

Write for free brochure: 

"Spec ifications for Ma king Build
ings and Facilities Acces s ible to 
the Phy si cally Handicap p ed ," 
fro m Ame rican Natio na l Sta n
dards In s ti t u te , Inc., 1430 Broad
way, New York, N.Y. 1001 8. 

MA Y 1977 I 27 



Conununicati n 
by Adolph Braun 
" We are a church service organization , 
a servant of the local church, a nd of 
course, we would like to come to your 
church to minister to yo ur people .... 
unfort unately the purpose is o ften 
reversed a nd the church ends up se rving 

The Rev. Adolph Braun is the pastor of 
Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA. 
In this column he analyzes current reli
gious news of his choice. 

PETER'S HOUSE EXCAVATED 

Franciscan archaeo logists working o n 
the shore of the Sea of Gali lee at Caper
naum, Israel, are excavati ng what they 
believe is the house of the Apostle 
Peter. 

The a rchaeologists , who have been 
digging at the site, w hich had been the 
site o f an a ncient Byzant ine church, 
have exposed eleven layers of construc
tion beneat h the ed ifice. they have 
found fi sh hooks and other signs of a 
poor fishe rman 's household of the time 
o f J esus on the lowest level. 

Some scholars beli eve that the house 
o f P eter evolved fro m a simple home to 
a pl ace of worship a nd that this place 
has a lways been venera ted as the home 
of Chri s t 's first disciple. They note that 
many churches in Rome developed in 
the very same fas hio n a nd tha t such a 
circu ms tance was common in the ea rl y 
days of Christ iani! Y · . . 

The grea t reverence in w.h1 c h th.e Sile 
was held over the centu ries 1s seen 111 the 
careful way the threshold s to ne, at the 
e ntrance of the house, has been pre
ser ved. Despi te a number of . add itions 
10 the o riginal room , each builder took 
~pecial care to protect this s tone whic h 
has been me111i oned in Scripture. 
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the parachurch organiza tio n." T hat 
statement was made recently by a sem i
nary professor who start ed a nother ser
vice organizat ion in which he served 
twice a week . 

One responsibili ty of a pas tor is to 
keep the s heep from the wolves. He is 
their "overseer " (Acts 20:28). There a re 
some parachurch groups that have 
helped the m in istry o f the loca l c hu rch 
and a re wort hy of our support. H ow
ever , scores of them feed off the 
church, s iphoning o ff the crea m person
nel and purse, and then condemn the 
chu rch for " not doing its job." Some 
are not accou ntable for thei r time or 
money to a nyone. C hurch members, 
who say, " We know o ur pastor o ught 
to get a raise, but we can't afford it," 
are often hel ping to s upport people they 
hardly know. 

Some groups send out mai li ngs which 
a re irrespons ible, subt ly destroying co n
fidence in the local church programs 
and leadership . Ten yea rs ago a man, 
who had the backing of a large m ission 

In the Gospel of Mark there a re 
remarkable evocat ions o f the place, the 
day, a nd the ti me J esus began his 
ministry in Galilee. Jesus ' firs t cl ay in 
Capernaum was spent at the ho use of 
Peter a nd Andrew nea r the lakeshore. 
That m o rn ing he visi ted P eter 's 
mo ther-in-law a t the ho use and c ured 
her of a fever . In the evening , s tandi ng 
on the threshold o f P eter's house, ac
cording to the Gospel of Mark, J esus 
healed great numbers o f s ick people. 

According to Mark, J esus went into 
the synagogue in Capernaum on the 
next sabbath day and began to teach. 
The Caperna um synagogue, which 
s ta nds near the ho use of P ete r , has been 
under excavation for the last seven 
years. Schola rs believe that th is syna
gogue, bui lt in the 4th Century, was 
constructed over the site o f the o rigi na l 
synagog ue in which J esus ta ught. 

At d i ffe rent levels of excava tion 
around the house o f Peter, a rchaeo lo
gi sts have found more than 130 inscri p
tions in Greek, Latin , Aramaic and Es
trangelo. The name o f Jesus appears 
several times. O ne inscription in 
Estra ngelo includes the Eucha ris t sym
bols a nd C hri st 's m onogram . The name 
o f P eter appears at least twice. 

The firs t formal church was bui lt on 
the site early in the 4 th Cen 1ury w hen 
C hri stia nity, under the Edict of Milan in 
3 13, became a recogn iLed rel igion in the 
Roman Empire . The visit in 326 by 
Queen Helena res ult ed in the cons1ruc-
1ion of a major basilica , wh ich s ur vived 
un til the Moslem Conquest in the 7th 
Centu ry, when it was des troyed . 

organiza tion, e ncouraged pastors to 
prepare fo r weekday worshi p services 
because our affl uent s ociety has so 
many cottages , mobi le homes , a nd ot her 
attract io ns that S unday worship is no 
longer convenient. I cannot agree wi th 
stea ling from God's t ime on h is day a nd 
relegat ing hi m to " a more convenient 
season." 

Ma ny of these leaders refuse to work 
in a local church , because it is too 
demandi ng a nd too restrict ive. A few do 
not live with their wives a nd ha ve bad 
reputat ions in their hom e territor ies. 
O ne o rganizat ion collected $8,000,000 
and could o nl y account to the IRS for 
two million. 

H owever yo u look at it , the New 
Tes tament C hurch, teaching, ca ring and 
shari ng, di scipling a nd cont inuing , is the 
local body of believe rs . That is not 
a lways glamorou s, but it is rea l, loca l 
and New Testament. Just th ink wha t 
could happen i f these thousa nd s of 
parachurch workers would believe in the 
loca l church enough to work in it! D 

UGANDA MISSIONARIES PLAN 
I NDEFIN ITE STAY I N K ENYA 

NAIROBI , KEN YA (BP)-Six 
Sout hern Bapti s t miss io na ries to Uganda 
pla n to remain in Ken ya for a n in
definite per iod. 

Th e coup les were ou t of Uganda 
w hen P resident !di Amin fi rs t ordered 
A mericans to report to him for a meet
ing. The meeting was later postponed to 
a second date, th en pos tponed indefin
itely, but the Southern Baptis t mis
sionar ies decid ed to remain in Ken ya 
pending furt her deve lo pm ents . 

J . R. C heyne, field representat ive, 
said that the latest repo rt s he has re
ceived indi cate tha t none of the C hris 
tia ns affi liated with the Sout hern Baptis t 
wor k in Uga nda has been harmed. News 
media have carried report s o f kill ing of 
Chris tian members of som e Ugandan 
t ribes and charges 1h a1 A min murdered 
Anglican Arch bi shop Janani Luwu m. 

GI VE A CAR TO YOUR PASTOR 
J ACKSON, OHIO (BP) - Wh en 

Scioto Va lley Bapt is t Assoc iation o b
served its recent "Pa stor Appreciation 
Day," a member of an affi li a ted ch urch 
said the congregation had ho nored its 
pasto r by g ivi ng hi m a new car. 

' 'Pra ise the Lord," said C. B. C o le
man o f J ackson , the area mi ssion s d i
recto r . ''What is it? " 

"An Avon," the me mbers replied . 
"A von?" 
" You know, the ki nd tha t com e~ 

filled wit h shaving lo1 ion," the member 
a nswered. 

• The Rev. Ronald Miller became the 
pastor of the new church extension 
project in Houston , T X, on Apri l 15, 
1977. He had served as pastor o f Ca
naan Baptist Church, Crawford, T X, 
from 1973- 1977 

• The Rev. John Trate became the 
pas tor of the new ch urch ex tension 
p ro ject in North Troy, M l , o n Apri l I , 
1977. H e formerly se rved in three pas
torates with the Conservpti ve Ba pt ist 
Con vent ion. 

• The Rev. and Mrs. Robert Lennick, 
miss ionaries to Cameroon since 1973, 
have resigned effect ive the end of A pril 
J 977. Mr. Le n nick becomes the pasto r 
of the new church extens10n project in 
Bensalem , PA , May I, 1977. 

• Dr. and Mrs. Willi Gutowski, me~
ica l miss ionaries in Cameroon and ~l 
geria s ince J 967, have resigned effect.1ve 
the end of March 1977 · H e is pursumg 

add itional st udies . 

• Mr. Michael Harper has resigned as 
the associa1e pastor o f the Glencullen 
Ba ptist C hurc h, Port land, OR, effectJ ve 
M ay 3 1, 1977. 

• Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Borchert have 
resigned their positi~n s a t ~he . North 
American Bap ti st Semmary , Sioux Fa lls , 
SD where he has been on the facult y 
s in~e 1963, most recentl y (1970) a s aca-. 
dem ic vice president a nd professor o f 
New Testament. Dori s Borchert .has 
been instructor in Christia n educa tio n. 
Dr Borchert wi ll become dean at 
No.rt hern Bap ti s t Semi na ry• Lombard, 
IL effect ive J uly 15, 1977. M rs: Bor
ch~rt wi ll a lso teach at Northe rn . 

• Mr. Robert Lounsbury , past o~ of 
the Grace Bapt is t C hurch, Ochre Ri ve~, 
MB, since !974, res ig ned effeellve Apri l 
I , l 977. H e became the pastor of tl~e 
Creston Bapt isl Church , Creston, BC• 
Apri l 15, 1977 . 

• The Rev. Paul G. Hintze of 
McGreeor, TX, died Ma rch 2, 1977. 

• Miss Irene Hanik of Kelowna, BC, 
form er short - term missionary in Camer
oon a nd Mr. David Salzman of Ka nka
kee ' 1 L were married o n Feb . 19, 1977, 
in Kel o~vna, BC. The couple wi ll live in 
Kankakee. 

• Mr. Harald Gruber, 1976 grad uat e 
o f the North Am erican Bapt is1 Semi
nary, Sio ux Falls, S D, has accepted 1he 

ca ll to become the associate pastor o f 
G race Bapt is t Church , Kelowna, BC. 

• The Rev. Val C11d11oski, pastor o f 
the Fi rs t Ba ptis t C hurc h, Sumner, IA, 
has resigned effective April I , 1977. 

• The Rev. William Sturhahn, D.D., 
(right) of Winni peg, MB , presented hi s 
book, They Came from East and West, 
covering hi s 25 years of service to im
migrants , to H on . Bud C ullen (left), 
Mini ster of Manpower a nd Im migra
ti on, a t a special ceremony in O ttawa, 
ON. Mr. C ullen, in turn , presented Dr. 
Sturhahn with a specia l plaque reading 
"In appreciat ion of hi s many contribu
tio ns to Canada, in a life dedicated to 
service to the people of Canada." 

Wi llia m Sturha hn was bo rn in Va rel, 
Germany, of second genera t ion Ba ptist 
parents. He started school a t the begin
ning of W orld Wa r I. With o ne year to 
go towards an Abiturium, he left school 
when the fam ily decided to immigrate to 
Canada in 1927. 

The beginn ing of a new Ii fe in 
Canada was hard for this fami ly as 
there was a depressio n at tha1 time. 
During the first years here, Wi llia m 
Sturha hn worked on a Saskatchewan 
farm, in a Winnipeg lawyer' s office, in 
a Brit ish Columbia logging cam p, in 
construction, and du ri ng thi s time, he 
supplemented his educatio n, pa rtic ula rl y 
in the English language . 

In 1932, he entered the North A meri
can Bapt is t Semina ry in Rochester, NY, 
grad uati ng with a B.Th. Diploma in 
1936. Pastoral experience came in three 
successive pasto rates: Spring Valley and 
Unit yv ille Bapt ist C hurches, S D, Im
manuel Baptis t Church , Loya l, O K , and 
Emm anuel Baptist Church, Morris , MB. 

In 1946, the Nort h American Baptist 
Conference sent hi m to Germany for six 
months to administer a post-war relief 
minis try. In 1950, he accepted the re
spo nsibility of looking after the im
migration and seulem ent of G erman 
re fugees in Canada for the Canadia n 
Chris tian Council for the Reseulement 
of Refugees . 

Serving for a number o f years as Im
migrat ion Secretary a nd Director o f the 
CCCRR, he was directl y reponsible for 
the settlement a nd placeme nt of refugees 
brought fo rth by CCC RR for settlement 
between Winnipeg and Vancouver. The 
CCC RR o perated re fugee camps in Ger
many and Austria for many years a fter 
World War 11. It is estimated that this 
organiza1ion was responsible for moving 
more than 250 ,000 d is placed persons to 
Canada. 

In 1958, the Nor th American Ba pt ist 
Con feren ce a ppointed Dr. Sturha hn 
Secretary for the Northern Area which 
included the three P rai rie provi nces. 
This appointment allowed him to meet 
with and continue to help new settlers in 
the Prairies . In 1970, the North Ameri
can Baptis t College in Edmonton , AB, 
bestowed the degree o f Doctor of D ivin
ity upon him. 

Dr. Stu rha hn was married to Miss E r
na Ka nn wischer in 1936. They have 
three child re n: a daugh ter, Dorothy 
(Mrs. A rthur Patzia ) and two so ns , 
Richard a nd David . Dr. a nd Mrs. Stur
hah n have resided in W innipeg since 
1950 . 

Fo r further informa tion about the 
book , write to Dr. Willia m Sturha hn , 
184 Wharton Blvd. , W innipeg , MB, 
R2Y OT ! . D 

chuckle 
utilh bruno 
First girl : " I hear Jim proposed to you 

and you accepted. Did he tell you that 
he proposed to me first"? 
Second g irl: "No, but he did mentio n 
tha t he had done a lo t of foolish things 
before we met. " 

" I 've got something to tell you," 
whispered the gossip. " But listen 
carefully, because I can tell this only 
once. You see I promised not to repeat 
it. " 

Sign on entrance to cemetary: D ue to a 
strike by the employees, the graves will 
be dug by a ·skeleton crew . 

With the guarantee of free speech we 
wish we had a way to guarantee its 
qua lity. 

It' s amazing how nice people are to you 
when they know yo u are goin g away. 
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A Rich Past and 
a Demanding 

Future 
A Guest Editorial 
by G. K. Zimmerman 
My responsibilities as executive secreta ry 
of our Conference cause me at times to 
reflect on o ur past and to be a leader in 
planning for our futu re . We have an in
teres ting past and an exciting fu ture that 
wi ll cha llenge our a bilities to the break
ing poin t. How can we meet the de
mands of the future? 

As I recall the past, it brings to mind 
personal infl uences in my life through 
my fa.ithful parents, pastors a nd layper
sons m the local church who nurtured 
my fa ith in Christ. Afte r I commit ted 
~Y life .to serve God in the m inist ry, the 
~nstrucuon of seminary professors, the 
~nfluences of fellow students, colleagues 
m the ministry, helpful laypersons, staff 
persons in the Conference office and of
~ce workers have a ll made a contribu
tion to my Christian experience. 

Many testimonies, I am sure can be 
given as to how God has work~d in the 
li ves of our people during our more 
than one hundred year history. As 
North America n Baptists we can hum bly 
thank God for our heritage and what he 
has accomplished through the ministry 
of our churches . Many o f us owe our 
C hristian experience to the faith of our 
forebears which was fostered in our 
churches and homes . 

Within the last ten years we have seen 
outstand ing growth in student enroll
ment at our North American Baptist 
Seminary in Sioux Fa ll s , SD, and our 
North American Baptis t College in Ed
mo nton, AB. C hurch Extension has 
blossomed in recent years , and d uring 
its twent y-five year his to ry more than 
one hundred new congregatio ns have 
been started. Our church g rowth and 
outreach evangelis m mi nis tries are bear
ing fruit with increasing report s o f con
versions and additions to local churches . 
The response o f our people in financial 
stewardship has been marvelo us: nea rl y 
$3,000,000 were given in 1976 for bud-

Dr. Gideon K. Zimmerman is 1he ex
eculive secre1ary of 1he Nor1h American 
Bap1is1 Conference. 
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get needs, relie f min istries ~nd the o ffice 
build ing fund . During th is decade, a 
successful million dollar MAP Cam
paign was compl.eted , a nd the N:A.B. 
Interna tional Office Fund Campaign is 
over 90 percent complete. . . 

As interesting as it is to rem1111sce 
about the past , we must look to the fu 
ture which God has for our Con ference. 
A t the recent T riennia l Conference ~e~
sions held in Port land last Ju ly, spec1f1c 
goals were adopted for all areas. of .our 
Conference minist ries for the Trien111 um 
1977-79, a nd the fo llowing are a few of 

these goals : 
J. To average 200,000 ch urch 

growth contacts each yea~ , re
s ulting in a new members hip in

c rease o f 8, I 00. 
2. To start 1 o new chu rches each 

yea r. . . 
3. To increase overseas m1ss1onary 

personnel from 99 to 120. . 
4. To increase total N.A.B. Semi

nary enrollment to 275. 
5. T o construct a 2 1-un it student 

apartment build ing and a new 
mult i-purpose educat ional center 
and to expand the libra ry build
ing at the Seminary. 

6. T o increase tota l en ro ll ment at 
the N.A. B. College to 220 . 

7. T o construct a new library a nd 
add itional student housing a t 
the College. 

As Jong as the Lo rd tarri es , this gen
era tion and the youth of our Con ference 
wi ll have enla rgi ng opportuni ties for 
minist ry. T his challenge means tha t we 
need more pastors and leaders and the 
growing financial support of our people. 
As I think about financia l requ irements 
for the growing opport un ities God is 
giving us, I fee l overwhelmed at times. I 
am confident that our people will con
tinue to contribute in a n increas ing 
measure, but I am also firmly convinced 
that girts through wills a nd t rusts will 
meet the needs of the future. An exam
ple of thi s is a bequest of $240,000 re
ceived in 1970 which covered the budget 

defici t and enabled us to continue ou r 
min ist ries . 

I rea lly be li eve that God has been 
work ing in the past to prepare us for 
the needs of the future. More than ten 
years ago, o ne of our laymen who was 
then cha irman of the stewardship com
mittee, encouraged us to start a mi nist ry 
known as deferred giving. We fo llowed 
that advice a nd have since added per
sonnel who work in what we ca ll our 
perso nal estate planning service. We 
provide th is service not only to help o ur 
peop le pla n their own esta te needs but 
a lso to as k individuals to co nsider set
ti ng aside a porti on of their estate for 
Conference minis tries. We are aware 
that this life is an earth ly pi lgri mage 
and tha t o ur rea l home is with the Lord. 
However, we can have the sat is fac t ion 
of leaving to the Lord's work the pos
sess ions we have accumulated. T he in
vestment of your mater ial benefits wi ll 
help the younger generation a s they take 
up t he torch to carry fo rt h the gospel 
witness. 

As I have at tended the various boards 
and com mi t tees of o ur Conference, I 
am convinced tha t estate gi f ts wi ll be 
the key in determini ng w hether ch urch 
extension, evangelism, the college, the 
sem inary a nd m issions will be ab le to 
rea li ze th e opportu nit ies before t hem. 
T his is why I am urg ing a ll ch urch 
leaders to present the "Let Love Live 
through C hris tian Esta te P lan ning" pro
gram to the people of our North Ameri
can Bapt ist ch urches . 

Materials fo r a wi lls emphasis pro
gram ha ve been sent to the pastors . I 
pray that you will give prayerful 
tho ught to remember our Conference 
ministries in your will . Yes, my wife 
a nd I remade o ur wills several yea rs ago 
and have generously rem cm be red the 
Conference which nurtured our Chris
tian lives. We have found joy in doing 
this . I believe you will a lso find joy in 
rememberi ng God's work in your will so 
that the gospel sto ry may cont inue to be 
told . 0 

The Pilgrims Progress 
Now a record e d s pectac ular o f the century in s te reo b y " Lig ht 
o f the World Recording." Read e r-Rode ri c k Britton Ma n son
Ve te ra n In terna tio na l Ra dio T.V. Broad c a s te r. Sen d $36.00 fo r 
set o f six one ho u r long play records in b eauti fu l 17 centu ry 
decorative box, to P .O. Box 1052, Nia ga ra Fa lls, NY 14302. 
Total price $36.00. 

letters to the editor 

Dea r Edito r, 
T oday I received the February issue 

of the BAPTI ST H ERA LD a nd not iced 
that it, as well as the January issue, did 
not include any "Letters to the Edi tor." 
A two month period o f not prin ting 
such letters could indicate that readers 
are not making contri b utio ns, ed ito ri a l 
pol icy has changed, o r that "Open Dia
logue" has been displaced in favor of 
other sect ions and o nly appears w hen 
s pace permits . 

If a ny one or combination of the 
above arc res ponsible I would like to en
courage a reversa l o f the si tuation . One 
of the basic tenets of Canad ian a nd 
American society is the freedom of the 
press, placing the onus on the press to 
print responsible and representative 
viewpoin ts and on the reader to provide 
those responsible and representat ive 
views. 

In the case of the BAPTIST H ER
A LD which discloses official Nort h 
American Baptist Conference policy and 
opinion, "Open Dialogue" gives the 
unique opport unity fo r all Bapt ists not 
o nly to m ake their opin ions known, but 
to be cogniza nt of fellow Baptist views . 
Thank you . 

Rod Link, Victoria, B.C. 
P.S. I sorely miss those letters f rom the 
more " right wing" Bapt ists. 

NOTE FROM T HE ED ITOR: Believe it 
or not, but there were no letters to the 
editor in January and February. Thank 
you for yo ur comment. 0 

Wo ma n' W orld 

(Co11 1i1111ed fro111 page 15) 

C oping with crises. Every fami ly, in
cluding yours , has no doubt had to dea l 
with crises , whether these were illness, 
death o r hardships . The death of my 
second o ldes t sister ocn1rrcd when I was 
about 11 years o f age. My sister was 
marr ied a nd the mother of a scven
year-old son. I recall that it was a very 
traumatic experience for our J'amily, e -
pccially fo r my mother. To me it 
seemed to take her a long time to get 
ove r thi s event. She never expressed 
resentment toward Goel; instead I sensed 
tha t she had a f irm fa ith in him. Even-

tua lly this firm hold on God helped her 
to move out of the valley and back up 
to the s ide o f the mountain again. Li ttle 
did I dream or think that somewhere 
along my life 's journey there would be 
an event li ke this in my family. It did 
happen eight years ago when my wife 
had to call m e by pho ne some 2,000 
miles away from home to in form me 
that our 17-year-old son had been killed 
while delivering newspapers. W hen I re
call the immediate feeling of being in a 
valley surrou nded by insu rmoun table 
mountains, I could identify with m y 
mother and understand how she must 
have felt when an immediate member of 
the family was taken 38 years ago. The 
depth of sorrow can lead to tragedy for 
us, if we cannot experience the strength 
from God to again move up out of the 
va lley and on to the mo untai n . Walking 
over the same road that my mother had 
walked, w hich was so long and tryi ng, 
cou ld have embittered both of our souls 
and those of our fam ilies . Bu t God's 
presence and steadfast love susta ined us. 
T han ks be unt o God. I sha ll a lways be 
grateful for the exam ple of my mother 
in coping wi th crises as she walked that 
di ff icu lt road over and over again as 
immediate loved ones were called from 
this Ii fe. She a lways came through vic
torio usly wi th hope and a stronger fa ith. 
I want to remember these victories of 
my mother. 

J o \'ous occasio ns. O ne occasion which 
I m~y have enjoyed more than my 
mother did was a surprise birthday par
ty. I do not remember the exact birth
day she celebrated, but I reca ll the joy I 
had in giving her the first coffee per
colator. The early coffee brewers used 
coffee pots that boiled coffee. Percola
tors were a who le new concept li ke 
"Mr. C offee" is today. Anyway, I 
bough t a percola tor after hunting more 
than 200 gophers and putt ing the tails 
of these animals on string and collecting 
the one cent bounty for each tail from 
the "Mci ntosh Cou nty A nti-Gopher 
Department." You may have guessed it, 
the eight-cup percolator sho uld have 
been 14-cup to meet o u r needs. What 
reall y matters about this occasion is that 
40 years la ter this stands out a s a joyous 
event for me and no doubt for my 
mother, beca use it was the firs t time I 
really felt I had expressed my apprecia
tion to her for a ll she meant to me. 

There arc so many other events such 
as the ah' s and oh's o ver the grandch il
dren s he saw for the firs t time a s she a s
sured us that they were the king a nd 
queen o f them a ll. Then there was the 
fiftieth wedding anniversary, the 50 
silver do llars on the mo ney tree, plus 
other gifts, the many family reunions , 
especia lly on Sundays . Since my father 
departed from this life there have been 
7Sth, 8Sth, 90th and 95th specia l birth-

day celebrat io ns plus the other years iJ'l 
between with much food a nd fellowshil' ' 

The highlight so far in the birthdid 
celebrations was her 95th in J uly, 1976· 
About 65 fam ily members a nd friend5 

met for a d inner in Bismarck, NO• 
where my mother resides. The occasiod 
was mos t enjoyable for the honore.

1 
guest because she had the full benefl 
of he~ first hearing aid , which made he~ 
say over a nd over again to relatives a ll 
friends " Don't talk so loud, l can hell.C 

I k f I> A ( you better when you spea · so ter . r 
the end of that festi ve occasion the be' 
loved mother, grandmother , great ' 
grandmother and great-great-grand' 
mother said , " I have something tO 

. . (1 
say." Then followed a lengthy recnauo 

5 
she had committed to memory. It w::i, 
her own composition, relating the evell15 

a long the journey of her 95 years. SJ1 ~ 
honored God as the source of he 
strength a nd wisdom a nd again con1

1
l 

mended God's way and message to ::I 

of the family and fr iends. e 
My mot her has been a resident a t tl1 l 

Baptist Home in Bismarck for the pas 
21 years. When o ne asks her to con1' 
ment about how it is at the Bapti5

1 

Home, she wi ll consistently say, " T heY 
prov ide everything I need and more. We 
have it good here." The family men1 ' 
bers sha ll always be great ly indebted 1° 
those who have served her in this home• 
whether it be administ rator, chaplaifl• 
nurse, cook, cleaning woman, etc. 

Our family is grateful for the mall~ 
years our mother has been with us. 1-1e 
fai th in God reinforces ours. 1-1 eC 
prayers fo llow us day by day. To GO~ 
be the glory for a mother who loves v 
and whom we honor as God's messef'1' 
ger to our family. 0 

C0111NG 
NEXT 
M ONTH IN 
baplisl helilld 
"Our African 
Medical Work" 

"God's Power is 
Equal to 
Our Needs" 

"Baptism Belongs 
to the Church" 
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Mothers 
Day 

~flections 
" I' ll lend you for a li tt le time a child of 

mine," He said, 
"For you to love the while she lives and 

mourn for when she' s dead. 
It may be six or seven years, or twenty-two 

or three, 
But will you, till I call her back, take care 

o f her for Me? 
She'll bring her charms to gladden you ; and 

should her stay be brief, 
You 'II have her lovely memories as solace 

for your grief. 

"I cannot promise she will slay, since all 
from earth return , 

But there are lessons taught down there I 
want this child to learn. 

I 've looked the wide world over in My search 
for teacher true; 

And from the throngs that crowd li fe's la nes, 
I have selected you . 

Now will you give her all your love, nor think 
the labor vain , 

Nor hat~ Me when I come to call her back again? 

I fa ncy that I heard them say: " Dear Lord, 
Thy will be done! 

For all the joy Th y chi ld shall bring, the 
risk of grief we' ll run . 

We'll shelter her with tenderness , we' ll Jove 
her while we may, 

And for the happiness we' ve known, forever 
grateful stay. 

But should the angels call for her much sooner 
than we've planned, 

We'll brave the bi tter grief that comes and 
try to understand ." 

Edgar A. G uest 


