
'}.5 %1\RS er ~\\\Rel\ CX\t.NS\eN 
·~1~ 



WHAT CHURCH EXTENSION 
MEANS TOME 

Testimonies of people 

Judy Zajac 
It was through Church Extension that I 
found Jesus Chris t as my Lord and 
Savior. 

Last year I was called upon by a sum
mer worker, Randy Knutson, and asked if 
I would be interested in starting a new 
church in my community. At that partic
ular time in my li fe I wasn't interested 
nor was I a Chris tian. Yet sti ll I was 
searching for a peace within myself and 
was very much undecided about God. At 
the same time, I was asked to attend a 
Bible study in the neighborhood. Before 
accept ing this invitation I asked that I 
wouldn't be called upon to read out loud. 
You see, I was very poor as a reader and 
until that time in my life I couldn't bring 
myself to admit it to anyone. I felt if 
there was anything to become of my 
continu ing in this study it was that my 
reading abil ity would improve. This soon 
became the fi rst indication of God at 
work in my li fe. After a few weeks of 
study, I became very interested in how 
the Scriptures related to my life with 
Christ. 

One Sunday afternoon in June an un
usual th ing happened to me when my 
family and I were on our way home from 
Indiana. I felt as if we were coming into 
some great danger. I prayed silently to 
God and asked him to spare our lives. 
Just sryort ly. after I prayed we were in
volved in a five-car accident. No one was 
seriously hurt. We were all taken to the 
hospital for a routine check. It was then 
that I f~und out there was a nun in the 
cab behind us and a pastor in the car in 
front of us. I was sure God was trying to 
tell me something! 
. I was sti ll unwilling to totally turn my 

li fe over to Christ unti l I read Psalm 139 
Verses 1-6. It was thoo I realized that I 
was saved through faith. This God I've 
talked of to you is real. He is alive! God 
has blessed us in Elk Grove Vi llage with 
Cl; Church Extension ministry and a fu ll 
time pastor. We call ourselves the Tri
Community Baptist Church. With love 
and _conc~rn for each ot her, God's peo
ple 1n this church are helping to plant 
seeds in the lives of others. We want the 
light of Christ to shine through us at all 
times. I praise the Lord for my new 
growth and the spiri tual growth in our 
people. I found Christ through Church 
Extension and others did too. My hope 
and prayer is that God uses all of us to 
reach out and see others come to faith 
in Christ. Judy Zajac, Elk Grove, IL. 

Barry Stedman 
A few weeks after becoming a Chris

t ian, I was visiting rooms atop a six-story 
apartment in Calcutta. The windows were 
covered by Chinese newspapers, but the 
door was opened, and two students, 
alone in a st range c ity, responded to an 
invitat ion to the young people's group. 
Both found Jesus as Savior. This has 
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whose lives have been changed through church extension 

been a challenge and inspiration to me 
ever since. 

You might ask what that incident has 
to do with Church Extension, but I can 
tell you visitation is everything to the ex
tension church. Shortly after moving to 
Burlington we had a visitor, it was the 
Rev. Walter Kerber. As a stranger to 
Canada hi s warm welcome drew us to 
Pineland Baptist Church, and we became 
founder members. We can now look back 
on 11 years to see the growth from a few 
members in a school hall to the present 
membership of about 274, and still grow
ing. 

Af ter a transfer to London, Pastor 
Kerber approached us wi th a concern for 
an . extension work here. Following a 
series of prayer meetings, the project 
was approved and the Rev. Paul Benson 
was cal led as Pastor. Over 18 months 
London's Forest Bapt ist Church has 
grown from three famil ies to morning at
tendance of 65-75 average. 

It is thrilling to see God's work grow 
and hard to understand how anyone 
could not want to be involved in such a 
challenge, but it is not easy. 

My involvement in the two extens ion 
~orks has given me the privilege of be-
1~g asked to serve on the Church Exten
sion . Board. To see the challenge and en
~hus 1asm of Church Extension is a real 
JOb, and I pray that we may exceed all ex
pectati_ons of wowth. If you have the op
portunity to 1oin an extension church 
don' t pass it by. It wi ll give you hard 
work but a rich blessing. Barry R. Sted
man, London, ON. 

Dianne West 
" I wil l never leave thee nor forsake 

thee" Heb. 13:5. Praise God for this 
promise ! 

As an infant, my parents dedicated me 
to the L.o~d. As a teenager1 I made my 
own dec1s1on to accept Christ as Savior. 
Even so, I remained a babe in Christ for 
years, for I was unaware of the need to 
look to him for dai ly guidance and un
know ~edgeable of the power that could 
be mine through the Holy Spiri t. There
fore, I went my own way, count ing on 
myself to cope with life's adventures and 
difficulties. 

It was after 4 112 years of marr iage that 
my self ish desires caught up wit h me 
and I decided to end my commitment to 
my husband in divorce. But God's hand 
was still upon me. He had not left me 
nor forsaken me. He used the loving con
cern of a Christian businessman to show 
~s that we both needed to surrender our 
lives completely to Christ. Thereafter we 
were further strengthened by love 'and 
prayers of those meeting weekly for Bi
ble ~ tudy and prayer concern ing the be
ginning of an N.A.B. extension church in 
T?corr:ia. Since _those early days o f Olym
pic View Bapt ist Church, our faith has 
grown and our marriage is tru ly what 
God intended it to be-SUPER! Dianne 
West, Anchorage, Alaska. 

Dale Smith 
I wish my wife, Bobbie, and I could 

share with each of you who reads this 
test imony the spiri tual rewards that have 
been ours since we made a f irm commit
ment to begin sharing our faith. 

Jesus says, " You shall be my wi t
nesses." He did not say 'expert' w it
nesses, nor is there an opt ion; we are 
only to be faithful In our witness. Most 
Christians don't know why they are alive, 
and many have not taken advantage of 
the opportunity to learn how to share 
their faith. This was my condition for 30 
years. Prepare yourse lf and God wi ll use 
you to share. Preparation requires effort 
but how beaut iful It is to see results! ' 

A w itness in a court o f law must: 1. Be 
rep~table._ 2. Have had some personal ex
perience in the matter to be d iscussed 
3. Verbally state what he knows. ' 
. You must learn to verbalize. A good 
li fe, as a wi tness, only shows others how 
g~od you are but does not tell them any
thing about how to have eternal life. You 
must verbalize ! 

Use a program as a learning tool ; as a 
t<?o l for communicat ion; as a tool to 
diagnose where the person is in his 
spiritual li fe. We have found Evangelism 
Explosion (Kennedy's) to be a tremen
dous help in learn ing to verbalize. 

Some th ings we feel important in our 
appr<;>~ch are: 1. Be committed. 2. Pray 
spec ifically for someone rather than in 
ge~era! i t i es. 3. Build a bridge of fr iend
ship with unsaved people. 4. Realize that 
you must earn the right to be heard be
fore you share (It may take months). 5. 
Make a conscious effort to be with un
saved people social ly or otherwise so 
they will get to know you (we tend to' live 
In 'Christian ghettos'). 6. Think spiri tual 
as you converse w ith people. 7. Accept 
people as they are and go f rom there. 
Jesus accepted me as I was and because 
he did, I gradually came to the point 
wher!'l I rec_e ived him into my life. 8. Be 
consistent in your calli ng or it wi ll fai l. 
Set aside a certain t ime and stick to it. 9. 
Take someone with you. Soul winning is 
more caught than taught. It's more im
portant to train a soul-winner than to win 
a soul, because you Increase your poten
tial when others learn how to share their 
faith. 10. We are commanded to " make 
disciples," not merely " get pro.fesslons." 
Have a close follow-up schedule to nur
ture new Christians. 

God has been good to us! Praise his 
~~me ! Outrea~h . is not e?sy- it is hard; 
~~ s ~cary; but 1t 1s rewarding. Jesus said, 
It. 1s more blessed to give than to re

ceive:." We believe i t! If you give God 
nothing a~d he mult iplies it , you still 
have noth ing. I f you give a l ittle he 
m~l~ i plies it, and you have more than' you 
originally had .. You receive in proportion 
to .~hat you give, and our goal is to die 
spm tually wealthy. When we are in 
heaven it wi l l be good to hear someone 
say, " I am here because you cared 
enough to share Jesus with me." Dr. 
Dale L. Smith, Bridgman, Ml. 
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New Czech 
Bible To Mark 
400th 
Anniversary Of 
Historic Kralice 
\Jersion 
NEW YORK- T he 400th anniversary 
o f the Kralice Bible, whose publ ica
tion in 1579 was a high point of the 
Bohemian Reformation, will be 
mar ked in Czechoslovakia in 1979 by 
the publ ication of a new interconfes
sional Bible in modern Czech . 

T he M inistry of Culture has given 
perm ission for the printi ng of 
120,000 copies of the new Bible, the 
Rev. Bohumir J. Sedlisky of the 
Czech Bible W ork has reported to 
the U nited Bible Societies, the inter 
national assoc1auon of 59 Bible 
Societies who conduct Bible transla
tion, publication and distri bution 
around the wor ld. 

Portions of the new translat ion 
completed in advance have been pub
l ished in stages ever since 1968, but 
1979 will be the first year the whole 
text will appear in print. 

The paper fo r the new Bible must 
be bought i n Czechoslovakia, but 
with foreign currency. 

The Kralice Bible anniversary is 
being planned as a national celebra
tion in which both church and secu
lar au thori ties will j ointly part icipa te. 
Plans call for a mobile exhibition, 
scholars' sym posia, and the establ ish 
ment of a Kralice Bib le museum. 

The K ralice Bible was translated by 
scholars belonging to the Unity of 
the Brethren (the spiri tual heirs of 
John Huss, t he 15th cen tury Bohe
mian re former). I t has been the fa
vorite Czech transl ation among the 
count ry ' s non-cathol ic churches. Its 
pres tige in Czechoslovak ia i s- com
parable to thaL of the K ing James 
Version i n the English-speaking 
world. 0 
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CHUR~H EXTEN~ION cnrnRdUS 
SILVER dNNIVERSdRY 

It all began with a motion: " Mr. 
Chai rman, I move that this conference 
instruct the General Council together 
with the General Missionary Committee, 
as se rvants of the General Conference, 
to present to the conference before its 
adjournment a challenging program of 
advance here at home that shall aim at 
no lesser goal than the establishment of 
25 new churches during the next Trien
nium .... " This was the resolution 
adopted at the 1952 Philadelphia T rien
nia l Conference by the Rev. Berthold 
Jacksteit, then pastor of Bethel Baptist 
Church, Anaheim, CA. 

As North American Baptists , we had 
a well-organized and functioning over
seas missions program but had not 
organized an aggressive program of car
rying out the "Judean and Samaritan" 
ministries . The truth of the mailer was 
that the N.A.B. Conference had not 
been overl y zealous about "planting" 
and "developing" new churches in the 
United States and Canada prior to that 
Lime. Until then all church planting was 
done on the local level by a few 
churches that reached o ut into new com
munities and s tarted missions and Sun
day schools which, over the yea rs in 
som e instances, developed into 
churches. 

At the J 952 Conference a Church Ex
tension S urvey Committee was a p
pointed . This committee of seven con
sisted of the Rev. Otto Patzia , Dr. 
Richard Schilke, Mr. Fred A. Grosser, 
Dr. Martin L. Leuschner, Mr. Edwin H. 
Marklein, the Rev . Dav id Zimmerman 
and Dr. Frank Woyke, ex officio. These 
men set the wheels in motion by sending 
questionnaires to all local conference 
mission secretaries asking for possibili 
ties of church extension in local areas. 
At the same time, the committee was 
awa re of the la rger problems o f supply
ing permanent pastors , buying land and 
bui lding facili ties for each project. The 

The Rev. Lyle Wacker is general 
secretary of Church Extension, N. A. B. 
Conference. 
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xtens1on Com . d served 111 t 1s . m1ttee an 
capacity until the mid-sixties. . 

The C hurch Ex tension Fund drive for 
$250,000 was launched in the fall o f 
1954. By Apri l 1955 approxi mate ly 
$135,000 had been received in cash and 
pledges . However by May 1955 these 
fund s had alread; been commiued. In 
order to carry o n current undertakings , 
ano ther $50,000 mini mum wo uld .be 
needed. By March 1956 the fund had in
crea sed to $ 178,607 cash with unpaid 

by Lyle Wacker 

pledges of $22,473. During all of these 
years , the Church Extension. expenses 
came unaer the Church Extension Fund, 
which, with the added specia ls, had 
reached a total of $261 ,944 by March 1, 
1958. By this date 28 differen t projects 
had benefited from the Church Exten
sion Fund. Out of these projects, 23 
became organized churches, with a 
charter membership totaling 646 and a 
tota l members hip of 2,173. 

FUCHS APPOINTED DIRECTOR 
OF EVANGELISM AND 
CHURCH EX TENSION 

At the Triennial Conference in 1958 
the General Missionary Society was re
organized with a Board of Missions in 
place o f the General Miss ionary Com
mi ttee. A long with this , the office of the 
Director of Evangeli sm and Church Ex
tension wa s created. The Board of Mis
sions appointed the Rev. Daniel Fuchs 
to th is office. Rev. Fuchs , who had 
been serving as Conference evangelist, 
began his m1111 stry as Director of 
Evangelism and Church Extension on 
Jan. I , 1959. 

REVOLVING rUN D BEGUN 
The Board of Miss ions a lso approved 

the Church Extensio n Committee's re
quest tha t Church Extension be placed 
in the budget fo r $50,000 per fiscal 
yea r. This was the first time Church Ex
tension had become part of the budget. 
In addition , $ 100,000 was to be made 
available from the N.A .B. Conference 
reserve, $50,000 as undesignated funds 
and $50,000 as a loan a t 3 Y4 OJo for capi
tal investment. This was the beginning 
of the eventual fund called Church Ex
tension Revolv ing Fund. 

Ini tia ll y, it was the policy of the 
Church Extension Committee and the 
Board of Missio ns that Church Exten
sion carry the pastor of a project in its 
budget fo r one or two yea rs until th e 
Church became full y organized; then it 
would be transferred to 1he Board o f 
Missions under the category o f mission
a ided churches. 

Rev. Lyle Wacker 

LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
COMMITTEES FORMED 

T he Triennium of 1958-1961 saw a 
number o f changes in some policies in 
Church Extension. By d irection of the 
1952 Triennial Conference, Church Ex
tension was to be in it ia ted and adm inis
tered from the Conference Office. H ow
ever, it was soon discovered that if 
Church Extension were to become suc
cessful in the Conference, there would 
have to be more grass-roots involve
ment. Therefore, in 1958, the local 
Church Extension committees came into 
exis tence when for the first time a com
miuee was organized at the California 
Association at Lodi. Loca l and regional 
Church Extension commi !lees developed 
quite s lowly, with only nine such com
mittees ex isting as la te as 1967. 

In his report 10 the Triennia l Con
ference of 1961, the Rev. Dan iel Fuchs 
said, "Our goal is ' Every Baptist 
Church with a Mission.' One of the 
most dramatic evangelistic challenges is 
for every congregation to be a parent 
church .... " Thus a strong plea was 
made for more grass-roots concern for 
plant ing new churches. T he report to the 
Triennia l Co nference in 1961 s tated that 
approximately 50 new churches in the 
U nited States a nd Canada had been or
ganized and funded under the Church 
Extension efforts since its inception. 

CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 
LAUNCHED 

It was at the Minneapolis Conference 
in 196 1 tha t Church Extension Builders 
was launched. Its ini tial goal was to 

have 10,000 bui lders contribu te one 
dollar per month for a Church Exten
sion Project appeal of that month for 
ten mon ths of the year. T his goal o f 
10,000 has never been reached. There 

·are approximately 5,000 su bscribers 
today. 

Du ring the Triennium of 1961-64, the 
Church Extension Building Solicitation 
Fund, later known as Church Extension 
Area Solicita tion, was established . This 
solicitation was done on a local level on 
the 50/ 50 basis, which meant 50 0Jo was 
a grant secured by gift mortage and 
500Jo as repayable loan . These two areas 
of Church Extension Builders a nd 
Church Extension Area Solicitat io n were 
included annually in the Conference 
budget coming under Special Categories . 

WACKER APPOINTED CHURCH 
EXTENSION DIRECTOR 
By 1967 it had become quite evident 
that a greater need was developing in 
the area of planting new churches by the 
Conference. Consequently the T riennial 
Conference a t Detroit decided to again 
reorganize the General Missionary Soci
ety , whereby a full-time office o f 
Church Extension director was to be 
created. The Board of Missions ap
pointed the Rev. Lyle Wacker to fill this 
new position, and he began his ministry 
on Sept. I, 1967. 

The primary emphasis was given to 
developing a Church Extension commit
tee or council in a s many a reas as would 
seem possible and practical. By 1976 
there were approximately 30 Association 
Church Extension Com miuees or Coun
cils that had been o rganized. Each of 
these local commi ttees is responsible for 

the development of new churches within 
their geographical area . Thus the 
Church Extension initia ting which had 
been done in earlier years by the Con
feren ce Office had almost entirely been 
transferred to the local Association 
Commit tees and Regional Councils by 
1976. This transition was a ided con
siderably when at the 1970 Trienn ial 
Conference at Winnipeg, the nine local 
conferences were reorganized into 2 1 
local associations. C onsequently, each 
associa tion became an entity which was 
concerned abou t the ex tension of the 
gospel within its geographical area. 

Another strengthen ing factor was the 
more precise involvement of area s.ec
retaries in developing church extension 
interest within each association in each 
respective area . 

In 1969 the Conference Church Ex
tension Committee wen t on record to 

·support a project church unt il it was 
tota lly self-supporting within a sev~n 
year period. Thus the seven-year pohcy 
for sel f-support was launched. 

INVESTORS FUND LAUNCHED 
It was qui te evident to the memb_ers 

of the Con ference Ch urch Extension 
Commit tee that a weakness in the 
N.A.B . Church Extension program was 
church building financing. A new fund, 
known as Church Extension Investors 
Fund (CEIF), was launched in I 973 . 
Basically, the program is the Con
ference's own savings and loan program. 
Actually, the fund solicits deposits from 
the N .A.B . constituency to develop a 
financial base for the program. 

(Continued on page 31) 

1977 Church Extension Board meeting at Oakbrook Terrace, IL. 

CHURCH EXTENSION CHURCH EXTENSION CHURCH EXT ENS IONGi URCH EXTENSION CH URCH EXTENSJON CHURCH EXTENSION Ct-

4 I BAPTIST HERALD 
NOVEMBER 1977 I S 



by John Ziegler 

The real fruit of a peach tree is not 
peaches, but another peach tree. Just so, 
the ultimate fruit of a church is another 
church. Even though there a re 330,000 
churches in America today, that is one 
church for every 700 Americans, Dr . 
Donald McGavran has strongly empha
sized, " The number of churches m ust 
double if we are to effectively reach the 
unreached for Jesus Christ. Today the 
opportunity fo r establishing new con
gregations is greater than anytime in re
cent history." 

One of the key reasons why the New 
Testament church of Antioch grew was 
because their mission from their very 
foundation was to pla nt new ch urches 
across Asia Minor. They never neglected 
their own fellow citizens. According to 
Acts 11:20, 2 1, their witness to J ews 
and Greeks resulted in "a great number 
of people believed." But, in Acts 13 :3 
we read " they placed their hands o n 
them (Barnabas and Saul) and sent them 
off." They were the two top leaders of 
the A ntioch church , but they did not 
sel fis hly hold on to them-they sent 
them off. The resul t listed in Acts 14:27 
of these church planters after their first 
church planting journey was an as
tounding reporl " of the d oor of faith" 
being opened to the Genti les. 

Acts I I :29 reports the church of An
tioch "decided to provide help (finan
cial) for the brothers living in Judea ." 
This church literal ly sacrificed itself in 
a ministry of parenting new churches. 
The Antioch Christians were multiply
ing themselves through parent ing new 
churches, rather than merely adding 
members to their own roles. 

Dr. C harles C haney, who fostered a 
dyna mic church planting program in Il 
linois (whi le some exis ting churches were 
arguing about God being dead) has 
noted severa l factors which have con
tribu ted to a preva iling stalemating of 
church plan ting : 

"I. There is a n infatuation with 
'giant ' churches. To plant new 
churches is a threat to their 
'empi re' . Pas tors wi th 'super 
church ' visions have violently 
resisted an y effort 10 plant new 

The Rev. John Ziegler is associate 
secrerary f or Church Exrension, N. A .B. 
Conference. 

Planned Parenthood 

Rev. John Ziegler 

churches anywhere near their 
territory. 

2. There is a lso a C hris tia n policy 
of 'detente'. Denom inat ions 
should not plant churches where 
none o f its own people exist to 
form a nucleus fo r a new 
church." 

1 would add that churches resist hav
ing to provide funds for the rapidly 
escalating costs o f buying land and 
building buildings . All these are mere 
excuses and never an adequate reason 
for not fu lfilling "the Judean and 
Samaritan" phase of the G reat Commis
sion. The Nazarene congregat ions, in a 
study of their growth from 1906-197 1, 
discovered that in the beginning, with 
very limited resources, they grew ex
tremely fast. Toward the end of the 
period, when they had much grea ter 
strength , their growth had plateaued. 

Win Arn and Donald McGavran sug
gest that the time when a church should 
consider parenting a new church is when 
they have their own bui lding and their 
own pastor. " The need is too pressing 
and the opponuni ty too grea t for a 
church selfishly to consider its own 
welfare and forget about the un
churched multitudes." If this is a proper 
yardstick, and this would be difficult to 
dispute, then every church sho uld begin 
planning parenthood. 

When parenting becomes the spi rit ua l 
urgency o f every church, we will have 
no problem with achieving growth. The 
accounts in this BAPTIST H ERALD is
sue of churches that have become par
ents, poin ts out 1ha1 every church that 
pla ns parenthood is blessed by the ex
perience with growth. There is no ques
tio n that God ' s plan for chu rches is to 
"be fru itfu l, and multi ply, and re
plenish" our world with C hrist ian 
churches. ~ 

What Church Extension Means 
To An Association 

by Daunavon J. Buyer 

Church Ex tension is the life blood 
o f the Alberta Association . When the 
area conferences were dispensed and as
sociations were restructured, there was 
much skepticism until the responsibil ity 
of Church Extension administra tion was 
given to the local associations . This 
added purpose to the local Associ.aiion, 
as it now became more than Christ ia n 
fellowship for the older people. It was 
a lso a great advantage to C hurch Exten
sion when the admin istration was trans
ferred from the Conference to the Asso-

Mr. D. J. Buyer li ves in Carbon, AB. 
He is a member of rhe Carbon Baprist 
Church. 

ciation level. This meant tha t our people 
became involved with C hurch Extensio n 
at the grass roots; they felt part of it, 
because they now were direct ly involved 
with sett ing policies, admini stration a nd 
fina ncia l responsibilities . 

Church Extension has done a great 
deal for the Alberta Associat io n sp ir
itua lly, numerica lly and econom ically. 

One of the high lights of our Associa
t ion sess ion are the testimo n ies , a nd 
progress report s of o ur new Ch urch Ex
tension projects . With c learer under
standing of C hurch Extension our peo
ple can give more knowledgeable s up
port in their prayers , their perso nal in
volvement in nearby proj ects , and a lso 
their financia l contribut ions. 

Our Association sessio ns have grown 
to the po int w here only our larger c ity 

churches can accommodate them . More 
than ever our youth are auending. 

With the increase in spiritual un
dersta nding and enthusiasm, o ur budget 
in 1973 of approximately $30,000 has 
increased Lo $82,600 in 1977 of w hich 
80-900Jo goes directl y to Church Exten
sion. We have set for o ur churches a 
guide line o f approximately 250Jo of a ll 
miss ion giving Lo go toward the Associa
tion Budget. We certa inly thank God 
that we have met and even s urpassed 
our budget in these years. 

We, as Alberta Association, follow a 
very definite prescribed plan that is writ
ten in our Constitutional Bylaws. Be
cause of our large area and number of 
churches , we have two area C hurch Ex
tension councils. The function of each 
council within its boundary is to select 
the area a nd carry out the survey work. 
In our two major cities, Edmonton and 
Calgary, we have met wi th the city plan
ners to review the next ten-year projec
tion of growth, and slated in which 
areas we would like to have la nd re
served for church sites. I f a new area 
shows potentia ls of a via ble church , the 
area Church Extension council recom
mends to the Alberta Baptist Associa-

by Ron Norman 

Family pla nning has become an increas
ingly fami liar and popula r topic of 
discussion over the past decade due to 
the over-burdening popula tio n of our 
earth. Families around the world are be
ing encouraged to carefully pla n jusc 
when and how they should increase 
their fam il y. Information a nd materials 
are at their d isposa l to help them with 
it. 

But what has been true fo r these 
families has not been true for most 
churches in our Conference. Many have 
never considered giving birth to a 
daughter-church , and others are between 
50 and 75 years o ld (old enough to be 
grandparents !), but the tho ught o f giv
ing birt h has not occurred. 

The la tter was the case a t Bismarck 
Bapt ist Church in Bismarck , ND. But 
about fi ve years ago a num ber o f peo ple 
began to pursue the who le idea. Various 

The Rev. Ronald L. Norman is pasror 
of rhe Bismarck Baptisr Church in 
Norrh Dakora. 

tion Execut ive, which acts in behalf of 
the Association at large, which in tu rn 
makes a pplicat ion to the Conference 
Church Extension Department. 

We encourage la rger churches to act 
as mother churches as soon as possible, 
and we have a set of guidelines of re
sponsibilit ies fo r them to fo llow. 

Once a Church Extension project is 
a pproved the N.A.B. C hurch Extension 
Board, in consulta t ion with our a rea 
Church Extension council, calls a pas
tor. The salary is paid by the Con
ference, and the Association provides 
some assistance in car a llowance. 

Our Association takes the financia l 
responsibili ty of housing by providing 
down payment and monthly payments 
on a diminishing seven year period. This 
becomes a n outright grant Lo the new 
church . 

Land purchases fo r the church site are 
a lso funded by the Association through 
the budget, a long with help from the 
local people. The Con ference C hurch 
Extension Revolving Fund may also be 
used, but the Association endeavors Lo 
have this repaid by the time construc
tion begins, so that the ent ire loan can 
go for the building project. 

The Mother Church 
stages passed, as surveys a nd feeli ngs 
were registered by our congregatio n . 
Fina lly, the count-d own began, and de
spite a few " holding pa tterns" a "New 
C hurch Development Commission" was 
initia ted a nd p lans began to u n fold . 

There were many aspects that became 
a part of preparing us for "mother
hood ." Su rvey work, the door-to-door 
kind, began a lmost immedia tely, a nd 
various areas of the city were canvassed 
to d e1ermine the best loca tion. T he 
"Commission" co ntinued to meet reg
ularly to re-formu la te goals and plans. 
Biblica l data were gathered ; prayertimes 
were numerous , and in formation to the 
entire congregation concerning progress 
was continuo us. 

The goals established were tho se to be 
carried o ut in the immediate fut ure (0-4 
mo nths), short-range (4 months to 2 
years), and lo ng-range (2-5 years). We 
a re " right-on" when it comes to the 
fulfillment of these goals. 

A specia l summer worker was brought 
in to help canvass the area, which was 
fina lly selected for the new church loca
tion . I t became obvious very quickly 

Once the building project is approved, 
the finances can be obtained from any 
or a ll of the fo llowing ways: C hurch Ex
tension Builders Fund; C hurch Exten
sion Revolving Fund ; Alberta Baptist 
Budget (capital funds); solicita tion , up 
to $ 15,000 from a rea churches; bonds o r 
loans by the local church; local peo
ple, and contributions from the mother 
church . 

As an Association we endeavor Lo 
help a new church financia lly during the 
fi rst th ree years and then gradually cut 
back, so that it wi ll assume the complete 
responsibili ty after seven years. This 
procedure has worked satis factorily. 

We thank God for the way he has 
blessed us in Alberta, so that we can 
carry out Church Extension. We are a 
growing Association with a wonderful 
spirit of un ity and vision of great things 
God will do for us in the future. C hurch 
Extension as well as the new church 
growth strategy by our C hurch Minis
tries Committee of the Associa tion 
means the one thing for our Associa
ti on : More souls won and discipled fo r 
Christ-and what is m ore important to
day? 0 

Bismarck Baptist Church , ND 

that the harvest truly was ripe . During 
those six weeks o f intensive canvass ing 
there were o ver ten decis ions for C hrist 
and a s ma ny as 30 so lid church pros
pects . 

Jn the fa ll of 1976, a nucleus o f fam
ilies began to meet for Bible study and 
prayer. A pastor was ca lled, and as o f 
Jan. I , 1977, a child was conceived 
Century Baptist C h urch. 

Bismarck Baptist C hurch is enjoying 
immensely its role and responsibili ty o f 
motherhood. Already, in jus t ni ne short 
months , the growth of her daughte~ has 
provided more joy than any experience 
we've had before as a "childless 
adult! " 

What about the daughter church? 
Read about her life in the following 
article. 
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A Daughter ls Born 

by Donald 

Ganstrom 

Two scenes of the first 
Sunday worship service at 
Century Baptist Church. 

"A daughter is born! " so the announce
ment read. O ne thousand a nnounce
ments were printed and sent o ut to o ne 
thousa nd homes, which had been ca n
vassed eight months before by the 
mother church . The community in the 
north Bismarck a rea was informed that 
Bismarck Bapti st had g iven birt h to a 
new church that would be meeti ng in 
their neighborhood. A relatio nship that 
is hard to explain has been estab lished 
between the mother church a nd the 
daughter church. 

Fi rst , there was the welcome the 
mother church ga ve 10 the daughter 's 
fi rs t pas to r. They spo nsored a special 
palllry shower at a Sunday evening ser
vice with g ree tings from bot h groups. 
T he pastor a nd his wi fe were made to 
feel a part of the mother chu rch , a nd as 
they joined the church in worship ser
vices before the da ughte r started her 
own services, they were often invited LO 

mem bers' homes a nd to o ther fellowshi p 
meetings . 

Second, the mo ther church in formed 
her daughter tha t a good sum o f money 
had been budgeted to he lp the new work 
10 purchase property o r 10 go toward a 

The Rev. Donald Ga11srro111 is pastor of 
Century Baprisr Church, Bismarck, N D. 

build ing fund. A tremendous communi
cation a nd close fellowshi p has devel
oped toward the daughter chu rch by th e 
Advisory Board of the mother church , 
as she has invited the new project pasto r 
LO be their guest at their monLhly 
meetings to bring a n up-lo-da te report 
on the progress of the new work. This 
was an excellent way to get good adv ice 
from experienced leaders o n va rious 
projects being proposed by the daugh
ter. A s a n exam ple , the purcha se o f a 
site fo r the new church beca me a co
projecl to such a n extent that the 
mother church beca me a co-signer o n 
the la nd mortgage. 

As the weeks progressed, the daughter 
opened her first services, a nd the moth
er a nxious ly awaited word as 10 how 
things were progressing. They kept the 
com munica tion lines open a nd pra ised 
God with the daughter fo r a ll progress 
report ed . The fam ilies o f the daugh ter 
chu rch a lso kept their interest in how 
the mother was reac hing o ut in o ther 
areas a nd rejo iced with her in seeing 
new fam ilies replace those who had left 
10 help s ta rt the new work . 

From time 10 time , fa m ilies fro m the 
mother church will vis it the services o f 
the daughter Lo give enco uragemelll a nd 
assurance of their in terest and prayers . 
Members with m usica l ta lelll from the 
mother church come to s hare with the 
da ughte r a t Sunday services. 

T he relationshi p tha t ha s developed 
between the pasto rs a s co-workers in the 
city a nd of the shepherdi ng of the two 
fl ocks is one of the greates t blessings 
this writer has experienced. We praise 
God that he has pro tected the work 
from malice, j ealo usy, pride , di visio n, 
o r o ther ev ils 1ha1 could so eas ily spoi l 
the beauti fu l fellowship we enjoy as 
a da ughte r church with our m other 
church. 

Developing New 
Fields As A Student 

by Randy Knutson 

As one studies Churc h Extension from a 
s tudent 's poin t o f view, it becomes quite 
a pparent that the rewa rd wi ll be evid ent 
bu t the work will be hard. I have had 
the opportu nity of working in C hurch 
Extension for two summ ers now. Pre
dom ina ntly, this cliche s tands out 10 
me: "Chris t never sa id it would be easy, 
he j ust sa id it wo uld be worth it !" This 
has been my experience with trying 10 
find a nucleus of people in a community 
fo r a new church. It 's never easy , but 
for those few it's worth it. 

C hris t to ld his disciples the parable of 
the mustard seed 10 illu strate tha t a 
sma ll seed , insigni fica nl a t one point in 
time, has the potenti a l to grow 10 a tree 
in which birds can ma ke their nests. The 
principle is tha t C hristian ity is a liv ing 
o rga nism . It s tart s very s ma ll with one 
or two, the n reproduces until soon there 
is a strong body. 

This principle was d e monstrated to 
me in the summer of 1976 in E lk G rove , 
IL. In s triki ng up a conversat ion wi th a 
woman who was not interes ted in a 
Bapti s t chu rch , bu t in C h ris t. This sa me 
wom a n a llowed C h rist to control her 
life; as a res ult by the end of the sum
me r s he had led eight people inLo the 
Bible study. T he story d id not s top 
there, for s he soon was leading three o r 
fo u r to Chris t. And her s tory goes o n . 

In a ll the experiences I have fo und 
door-to-door, there is mainly o ne type 
o r individua l to who m we can m inis ter : 
the one in need a nd hu rti ng . Fo r this 
reaso n I fee l develo ping new fie lds is 
worth it. Fo r the ninety-n ine sheep tha t 
are secure, pra ise God , but fo r those 
who a re wa ndering , we search . 0 

Randy Knutson has worked as summer 
srudenr in rwo Church Exre11sio11 proj
ects. He is now a srudenr ar N orrh 
American Baptist College, Ed111onron, 
A B. 

Spawning 
New Churches 

by Edgar 8. Wesner 

The Ca lvary Bapt is t C hurc h of 
Tacoma, WA, ha s been spawning new 
churches fo r o ver thirt y yea rs. Even 
befo re C hurch Extens ion beca me an o f
fi cia l ministry in o ur N.A. B. Con fere nce 
at the Philadelphia Tr ienn ia l Conference 

(Co11ri1111ed 011 page 23) 
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Introducing Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Stoller, missionary appointees to Japan 

by Richard Schilke 

[ 
Ronald and Joan Stoller 

Rona ld a nd J oan Sto ller are unique. 
They cla im to have two wedd ing da tes . 
They were mar ri ed on Dec . 27, 1975, at 
the Kobe Union Church in J a pa n. As 
America n citi zens their marriage had 10 
be registered with the U .S . Consula te in 
J a pan . Beca use o f the C hri stma s a nd 
New Yea r ho lida ys , thi s registrat ion d id 
not ta ke place unL il J a n . 9, 1976, whe n 
they were informed that-for lega l pur
poses-their marriage date wo uld be 
J a nuary 9, 1976. H ow did a ll t his hap
pen that two American young people 
from two different missio n g roups met 
a nd we re married in Japa n a nd ha ve 
now returned LO J a pan as fu lly ap
poin ted missionari es o f ou r N .A .B. 
Conference to become engaged in a stu
dent m in ist ry in Japan? 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
Ronald Alvin Stoller was born on 

Sept. I , 1947 , at P ortland , O R , 10 Mr. 
a nd Mrs . A lvin S to ller a s the yo unger o f 
two so ns. H is m other was a Methodist 
m inis ter 's da ughter. He was rea red in 
the Metho dist church which later be
came a Community Church. T he fa m
ily's a tt enda nce at chu rch w~s very 
regula r a nd fa ithful. Ro n says: " I 
remember going to chu rch witho ut m iss
ing a S unday fo r years." Living in a 
C hris tia n home, he tho ught tha t this 
mad e hi m a C hris tia n. However, a l the 
age o f 12 he rea lized tha t 10 be a C hris
tian mea nt more tha n that. He saw his 
need o f a Savior and in specia l meetings 

Dr. Richard Schilke is rhe general secre
tary of rhe North American Baptist Mis
sionary Society , Oakbrook Terrace, I L. 

called to continue, 
otudent work in japan 

was among those who accepted C hrist. 
When he firs t attended the Be thany 
Baptist Church in Port land , OR, in the 
summer of 1969, he furt her realized that 
the biblica l teachi ng of bapti sm by im
mersion upon one 's profession of fai th 
belo nged to t he steps o f o bedience in the 
C hristia n li fe . H e was then ba ptized by 
immersio n by the Rev. Berna rd Frit zke 
on Dec . 9, 1969, a nd joined the Betha ny 
Bap tist C hurch . 

Joan M a rie Stoller nee Youngquist 
was born o n Aug . I 0 , 1946, a t Wa rren, 
M N, as the o ldest o f four children, to 
the Rev. a nd Mrs . Victor H arri s Young
quist. Her father was serving a sm a ll 
Ba ptist General Con ference church 
w hile completing his educat io n a t the 
Uni versity of North Da ko ta in G rand 
Fo rks, North Da ko ta . H e r parents had 
the mission field as their goal, were ap
pointed as missionaries to J a pan with 
the Bapt is t G enera l Con ference a nd left 
for Japa n Ma rch 23 , 1950. T he first two 
years they li ved in T okyo where her 
paren ts stud ied the Japa nese language. 
Following tha t they moved to the ru ra l 
town of Kaisuura in the southwest pa rt 
of Wakayama P refecture. I t was there 
that this writer o n h is fi rs t v isit to 
Japa n fi rst met the fa m ily, the n in their 
second term o f service, a nd experie nced 
their hospi ta li ty fo r a night 's lodging in 
their ho me o n February 9 , 1959. Joan 
says : " In the spring o f 1954 I accepted 
C hris t as m y Sav iour a fter lis teni ng to 
the song ' I a m Following J esus,' the 
theme so ng in the mo vie 'Mr. T exas ' 
sung by George Beverly Shea .. .. M y 
mo ther a sked me if I was fo llowing 
J esus eac h ste p o f the way . . . . M y 
a nswer wa s ' no ' a nd at that ti me I 
prayed w ith my mot her .. . . " During 
their f irst furlo ugh , the fam ily res ided 
at Kiro n , Iowa. On December 18, 1955, 
their fu rlough year , her fat her bapti zed 
her on con fess ion o f her fa ith and she 
jo ined the F irst Ba ptist C hurch a t 
Kiron , Iowa where she ma in tained her 
membershi p until she transferred it 10 
Betha ny Baptis t C hurch in Po rtla nd o n 
Dec. 5, 1976. 

LIFE'S £DUCA TIONAL 
PR EPA RA TION 

Ro n graduated fro m Sunset H igh 
School in Beaverto n (a suburb o f Po rt 
la nd), Oregon in 1965 . For the fol lo w
ing yea rs he a t tended the Portl a nd Com
munity College in P ort la nd , Oregon a nd 

received his A.A. deg ree in business ad
minist ratio n in 1967 and his A.A. de
gree in comp uter operation in 1969. 
Then he tra ns ferred 10 P ortland State 
University in Portland, O regon where he 
received his B.S . degree in business ad
min ist ra tio n, marketing a nd ma nage
ment in 1972. H e desired to prepare 
him self for " the secula r world a nd be 
a n e ffective laym a n. " Duri ng his college 
days he was active in campus Chris tian 
grou ps a nd atte nded many o f thei r con
ferences. In the Communi ty C hurch he 
substitu ted as a Sunda y school tea cher 
a nd one year served as Sunday school 
treasu rer. At Bethany Bapti st C hurch he 
became a coordinator for the junior 
high departme nt , served a s Sunday 
school teacher in the prima ry depart
ment, sa ng in the choir fo r several 
years , and a lso served o n the Board o f 
C hris tia n Educa tion. During summers 
he was acti ve in camp work. 

Joan said tha t her schooling situa tion 
" was quite un ique . " H er m issiona ry 
pare nts li ved q uite fa r a way fro m a ny 
English sc hool in J a pa n a nd so her 
mother supervised her teaching pro
gram. " I studied at ho me through cor
respondence courses (offered by the 
Calvert School , Ba lt imo re , MD, a nd the 
University of Nebraska Ex tension Divi
sion) f rom kindergarten th rough senior 
high school. M y m other ta ught a ll o f 
us," she says . From 1964 10 1968 she 
auended Bethel Co llege in S t. Paul , 
Minneso ta where s he received her B.A. 
degree with a d oub le m ajor: C h ristianity 
a nd P sycho logy. Concern ing th is period 
J oa n sa ys : " Leaving home 10 at tend 
Bethel College . . . was a new experi
ence as I had never been a way f ro m 
bot h m y parents for more tha n o ne 
week a nd this time the separation was 
three years . I feel tha t a t th is point m y 
rela tionshi p to God became very im por
tant. Go d defi ni tely led me in the deci
sio n concerning m y majors of C hri tian
ity a nd P syc ho logy as at tha t time I fe lt 
1 may be led in to m issio n work some 
day." 

COMMON MISSIONA R Y INTER ESTS 
During his first yea r a l college a nd at 

age 18, Ron was faced with the U .S . 
d ra ft. H e had no part icu lar d irect io n in 
life at that time bu t d id no t wa m 10 e n
list. In a youth mee ti ng he prayed w ith 

(Coll{i11 11ed 011 µage I 0) 
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a friend concerning these matters and 
"promised the Lord two years of full
time service in His work if H e wou ld 
keep me out of the service . Looking 
back on this promise, it looks very self
ish but I now see the lead ing of the 
Lord in it," he says. Due to his father's 
health, Ron received a deferment and 
was able to complete his college career. 
On January 15, 1972, his SP.nior year in 
college, he read in " Moments with 
God" the devot ional written by the Rev. 
Fred G. Moore, then missionary in J a
pan. The "thought starter" in that 
devotio nal cha llenged him: " Have you 
prayerfully considered the possibility 
tha t God might wan t you to serve as a 
missionary to J a pa n?" The result of this 

was that he spent the summer o f 1972 in 
Japan on his own expense. In 1973 he 
was appointed by our Board of Missions 
as a short- term missiona ry to Japan and 
arter two years extended his service to a 
third year. During that time he served 
mainly with students in the Tsu and 
Matsusaka area, residing first at Tsu 
and then at Matsusaka during his final 
year. Missionaries and nationals recog
nized his unique talents to work w ith 
and influence students . Many of them 
attended services as a result of his con
tacts and his love for them. 

Joan felt led to return to J a pan 
following her graduation from Bethel 
College. At firs t it was just a trip to 
Japan to visit friend s since she had not 

sett led on a job at home. As soon as she 
arrived in Japan, s he was offered En
glish teaching jobs in Japanese public 
schools, and she accepted that as from 
God. From the fall of 1968 to the spring 
of 1976 she taught at the Wakayama 
University Junior High and several 
years at the Wakayama Medical College 
and in the education and economics 
department of the Wakayama Univer
sity. Her twenty years in Japan have 
identified her fully with J apanese ways 
and culture. "Througho ut this time," 
she says, " I have been able to be active
ly involved with the local Japanese Bap
tist Church , teaching Sunday school a nd 
playing the o rgan ." She also served as 

(Continued on page 28) 

Is Short-term UtfissionarJ) 
by Richard Schilke 

Our short-term miss ionary service to 

Cameroon a nd to Japan has been a 
cha llenge to a goodly number of young 
people from our N.A.B. churches. The 
short-term two-year program for Cam
eroon saw the first group of yo ung peo
ple go out in 1965, and for J apan in 
1971. For all of them it was an oppor
tunity of service to learn someth ing of 
another culture in an overseas country 
and to share Christ with those people of 
that culture. Many have testified that 
this gave them an opportunity of service 
and a sense of satisfaction. To some, in 
both countries, it became a challenge to 
give themselves more fully to missionary 
service and seek appointment on a more 
regular missio na ry basis of Jong-term 
service. 

Wi th th is article we wan t to introduce 
to the readers of the BAPTIST H ER
ALD one who has just received appoint
ment to Japan on a short-term basis and 
another one who was challenged to 

transfer from s hort -term to regular ap
pointment as missionary to Japan. 

WiH /)iune June Penner 
Diane June Penner was born on Aug. 

28, I 952, at Portland, OR, to the Rev. 
and Mrs. Robert F. Penner. She has one 
older brother. He r father was at that 
time pastor of the Glencullen Baptist 
Church in Port land , OR, and was also 
completing his theological s tudies at 
Western Conserva ti ve Bapti st Theologi -

Dr. Richard Schilke is 1/te general secre
tary of 1he Nonh /I 111ericu11 Bap1is1 Mis
sionary Society, Oakbrook Terrace, IL. 
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Service a Challenge? 
cal Semina ry in Port land. As a pastor 's 
daughter Diane had the opportunity of 
living in various parts of o ur country. 
Of this period she says: " M y first year 
was spent in Port la nd. My family then 
moved to Dallas , Oregon ... In 1960 
we moved to Lans ing, Michigan, and 
when I was a junio r in high school, we 
moved to Missou la, Montana . . . . I 
rea ll y appreciated having been brough t 
up in va rious sized cities in different 
states. I fee l all the richer for the won
derful friends and many opportunities I 
have had as a 'preacher 's kid .• " 

Early in life Diane accepted Christ as 
her personal Savio r, was baptized by her 
father on Feb. 15, 1959, and became a 
member o f the Salt Creek Baptist 
Ch urch, Dallas, OR. Th is past year, 
while teaching at C hehal is , WA, she has 
been a member of the Mountain View 
Bapti st C hurch in Centralia, WA (Con
serva tive Bapt ist) but upon appointment 
has now transferred her membership to 
Grace Baptist Ch urch in Grand Forks 
N D where her father is presently th~ 
pastor. Throughout the years s he has 
been involved in church work in various 
areas of Sunday school and youth . In 
1972 she attended Explo 72 in Dallas 
Texas and was act ive in Campus Cru ~ 
sade as an action group leader during 
college. 

Following her high school graduation 
in 1970 from Hellga te H igh School, 
Missoula, Montana, she attended Seat tle 
Paci fic College, Seattle, Washington 
where in 1974 she received her B.A. de
gree in sociology and e lementary educa
tio n. f or the past several years s he has 

been teaching in the pu blic schoo ls in 
Chehal is. Her superi ntendent gives her 
the fo llowing test imony: "As a teacher, 
Diane is o ne of our bright you ng pros
pects. I would be unhappy to lose her 
service as a teacher, but I know she can 
be of tremendous service in the mission
ary field a lso. I can say that Diane Pen
ner would do an outstanding job in this 
Christian service. I have had a number 
of opportunities to share the Lord's 
work with her, and she is a real tribute 
to his work." 

Diane herself says: "While in college, 
I had the opportunity to s hare Christ 
with foreign students from Oriental 
countries by using the Campus Crusade 

Diane June Penner 

National Collegiate Religious Survey. I 
will always remember these friends as 
being very well mannered, polite and 
calm spirited. We got along very well." 
Her missionary purpose is: "To share 
my faith in J esus Christ as hi s servant 
to the people he has called me to love 
and teach. My desire is that the Japa
nese would come to know Jesus Christ 
as their Savior." Of her parents she 
says: "Ever since I can remember, my 
fami ly has had missionaries stay in our 
home. I was always thrilled to be able 
to learn firs t hand about the tasks and 
interesting experiences of my fr iends. 
We have been a mission minded fam
ily." 

At Portland, during the days of the 
T riennial Conference 1976, the Lord 
spoke to Diane "through the influence 
of friends a nd the brochure 'Opportuni
ties in Japan.' " T he Lord seemed to 
ask her about her will ingness to be used 
as a short-term missionary in Japan in 
teaching conversational English, be
friending herself to those with whom 
she can make contact through this 
avenue of serv ice, and share her fa ith in 
Christ with them. To the question of 
such service as a lifework she says: " If 
the Lord leads me in tha t direction." 
Diane was appointed by the Board of 
Miss ions in it s April annua l session as a 
short-term missio nary to Japan. She left 
for Japa n on August 18, accompanied 
by the Weick fam ily on their return to 
Japan. In Japan she will be located at 
Osaka, where she will find many op
portunities to share her faith and find 
that this short-term service is indeed a 
cha llenge. 

Miss Rebecca Heerts 
Rebecca Heerts experienced the chal

lenge of short-term missionary service in 
Japan to such a degree that she became 

Rebecca Heerts 

convinced that God was calling her to 
give herself more fully to missionary 
service on a regular appointment basis. 
For the past five years Rebecca served 
in Japan as a short-term missionary. 
From 1972 to 1974 she taught at Osaka 
Christian School, a school for mis
sionary children (see write-up in BAP
TIST HERALD, November issue, 
1972). Following that she came home 
for approximately seven months, did 
some deputa tion, and returned to Japan 
by mid-January, 1975, on the regular 
short -term basis . She has resided in 
Osaka for the past two and one-half 
years . Early this year she wrote: "Four 
or five months ago I began earnestly 
seeking the Lord 's d irection for the fu
ture after my short-term is finished . . .. 
The more I prayed, searched the Scrip
tures and talked with others, the more I 
felt the Lord leading in the direction of 
returning to Japan-working in the 
same English-teaching and related work 
field, especially in a missionary capacity 
in which my contacts would be chan
neled to our churches. . . . I greatly 
desire to work again as quickly as possi
ble with our Mission. I feel strongly 
enough about it that should it not work 
out to return with our Mission, I would 
consider another means by which to re
turn to Japan." 

In her follow-up application for mis
sionary service, Rebecca wrote: "I have 
met and become involved with many
perhaps 990Jo of them are unsaved. As 
friendships and ties have strengthened, 
so has my awareness of their lost condi
tion and burden for thei r souls . In 
working with the pastor of our church, 
Yukio Fujie, and full-time missionaries, 
I've seen unlimited areas of ministry 
and means of reaching these contacts. 
The work is thrilling, the learning is 
enriching, and the results are a stimulus 
to 'pressing on towards the mark for the 
prize o f the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus .' As a result, I feel the 
Lord leading on to the next step-that 
of full -t ime missionary service, and I 
eagerly anticipate returning as soon as 
possible to carry on with the unfinished 
task of reaching the unsaved of Japan. " 

Rebecca Heerts was born on Sept. 16, 
1947, at Waterloo, IA to M r. and M rs. 
Will iam R. Heerts as the first born of 
five children, two sisters and two 
brothers . Her great-grandfather and her 
uncle were Baptist pastors. H er one 
sis ter is a missionary in Europe. Early 
in life Rebecca accepted Christ as her 
personal Savior and was baptized in 
1956 at the age of nine by the Rev. 
Rona ld McCormick and became a 
member of the Calvary Baptist Church 
in Pa rkersburg, IA. Here she found joy 
to serve her Lord in various acti vities of 
d1urch life: a s Sunday school teacher. 

vacation Bible school teacher, choir 
member and in youth activities. 

In 1965 Rebecca graduated from Dike 
Community High School in Dike, IA. 
Choosing a college was for her " the 
first major decision. " Through winning 
an essay contest schola rship, she was 
able to go to Sioux Falls College, Sioux 
Falls, SD, where she graduated in 1969 
with a B.A. degree in elementary educa
tion. In her junior year at college she 
became dorm president, was a member 
of the college band, choir, madrigal 
singers, and girls trio . Her convictions 
deepened during that time and she be
gan to feel a real burden for the un
saved. In 1969-70 she served as a mem
ber of our N.A.B. God's Volunteers. 
Concerning this she says: " T hrough the 
experiences of that year the Lord gave 
boldness in witnessing so that it became 
a part of my life . ... W ith GVs I first 
tasted the thrill of leading others to a 
saving knowledge of Christ." 

During 1970-72 Rebecca taught grade 
two at McKinley Elementary School in 
Owatonna, MN. Early in 1972 a request 
came from Japan for a teacher to teach 
missionary children at Osaka Christian 
School where the children of the Rev. 
and Mrs . C. Richard Mayforth were at
tending. When Rebecca heard of this 
need, she was one of several who ap
plied. She wrote: "Probably the initial 
cause for considering this possibility was 
the contact with missionary friends and 
seeking God's will for my life . " The 
former Miss Lucille DeBoer, now Mrs. 
Lengefeld, short-term m1ss10nary in 
Japan, was that part icular friend from 
college days. Rebecca then was ap
pointed and taught two years a t OCS, 
followed by the past two and one-half 
years on the regular short-term basis. 

The Board of Missions at its April an
nual session considered the application 
of Rebecca for missionary service, and 
on the recommendation of our Japan 
Field Committee appointed her as mis
sionary to Japan on the regular m is
sionary appointment basis. She wi ll be 
given a year of furlough on the short
term basis followed by a year of leave 
of absence so that she can enroll a s a 
full -time student at the N.A.B. Semi
na ry in Sioux Falls, SD, taking up 
studies in the area of counseling. By 
1979 he is to return to Japan and take 
up language studies before her actual 
missionary service is to begin. To return 
to Japan "as quickly as pos ible" will 
thu take these years of further prepara
tion . However, the challenge is great for 
Rebecca Heens so that she is willing to 
commit herself to these years of train iml. 
a a priori ty in the next step for mis':. 
iona ry ervice . We are confident that 

God will continue to lead her evcrv step 
of the way . t · 
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From Independence 
to Interdependence 

through Church Extension 
by Richard Methner 

I found the Lord Jesus Christ as my 
Savior through the visitation program of 
the large Emmanuel Baptist Church o f 
Pontiac, MI. Dr. Tom Malo ne is the 
pastor of this church , which has an 
average attendance of 3 ,000 in Sunday 
school. T wo months after I was saved 
(Nov. 20, 1962) God ca lled me to 
preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I enrolled a t Midwestern Baptist 
College in Po ntiac, MI. There I received 
my B.R.E. degree in 1966. 

I had been saved through a n indepen
dent church and received my co llege 
training in an independent college. We 
were taught that ma ny denominations 
were not completely fundamental, there
fore to stay clear of them. Midwestern 
Baptist College and other independent 
schools have turned out some of the 
greatest preachers, pastors and evange
lists. I will always pray for and support 
Midwestern Baptist College. 

After a short ministry as the associate 
pastor at Fremont Ba ptist Temple I be
gan to pray and ask God where he 
would have me serve him. I had a secu
lar job a t the time a nd taught at To ledo 
Bible College at night. After two years 
of praying God laid it upon my heart to 
start a new independent Baptist church 
right here in Fremont. On Oct. 20, 
1974, we began the work, meeting in 
Otis School. 

Unk now n to me, God had already 
sent the Weinstein family to Fremont 
from Napier Park view Baptist Church 
in St. Joseph, MI. Brother Weinstein 
saw o ur ad vertisement in the newspaper 
and called me, wanting to know more 
about our church. Short ly after that, 
they began a ttending a nd joined. 
Brother Al asked me if I had ever 
thought o f joining a Conference, mean
ing the N.A.B. Conference. I sa id , 
"Let's pray abou t it." The Penn-Ohio 
Association was, a t the same time, pray
ing about a new C hurch Extension proj
ect in this area. We know that a ll this 
was God 's Will , and praise him for the 
way he works things out. 

Brothers Lyle Wacker , Helmut Lotz 
and o thers came to our home and dis
cussed the work o f the Nort h American 
Baptist Conference and the Church Ex-

The Rev. Richard Methner is pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Fremont, OH. 
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tension program with us. I immedia tely 
felt God had ca lled us into the N.A .B. 
There a re many advantages in being in a 
Conference. I will endeavor to list some: 

I . I know God directed the Calvary 
Ba.~\i.'1>\ C.n utcn im.o the N .A.B. 
Conference, thus the N.A.B. is of 
God and his blessing is on this 
great Conference. 

2. The Conference believes whole
heartedly in the complete indepen
dence of the local church. There
fore I a m as independent as I ever 
was. 

3. Through Church Extension I no 
longer have to work a t a secular 
job as many pastors do , when start
ing a new work. 

4. We have much prayer support : 352 
churches and 57 ,000 Christians in 
the N.A .B. 

5. I have fellowship with other pastors 
and our church has fellowship with 
ot her N.A. B. churches. I can sha re 
m y burdens with those who are 
concerned about me and o ur wor k. 

6. The Conference has a great miss ion 
program, a nd we pray fo r it and 
s upport it I 00 percent. 

7. Through Church Extension we were 
a ble to borrow $70,000.00 to pu r
chase a church build ing which seats 
350. 

8. The N.A .B. College and Seminary 
are doing a great job, a nd being ac
cred ited is an added p lus. 

9. T he summer camps at Camp 
Burto n a lo ng wi th the Men's and 
Women 's Ret reats are an added 
bless ing. 

10. I fee l that God has accomplished 
through the N.A.B. Conference in 
just two years what would have 
taken an independent pastor, sta rt
ing from nothing, perhaps eight to 
ten years to achieve. I a m so sold 
on the N.A.B. that through my ef
forts the Penn -Ohio Association 
has recently received two other in
dependent churches into their fel
lowship (Grace Bapti st T emple o f 
Upper Sandusky, Dr. James Reidl
ing, pastor; a nd Southside Baptist 
Tem ple of Maumee, Rev. Ron 
Heisler, pastor). 

Space does not a llow me to list a ll the 
advan tages o f being in the N.A.B. Con
ference, but pra ise God for it! 0 

Don Miller to 
Pastor Church 

by John Hisel 
Don Miller, vice president for de

velopment at North Ameri can Bap
tist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, f?r 
the past eight years, terminated his 
se rvice effective Oct. 1, 1977, and 
became pastor of Bethany Baptist 
Church, Port land, OR, in October. 

During the past eight years Don 
has brought dynamic and enthusias
tic administrative leadership to his 
seminary ministry. His effective 
skills in the student recruitment ef
fort of the seminary have seen 
enrollment more than double during 
the past eight years. His abilities in 
communications have seen the de
velopment of a compliment of 
seminary publications that have 
won nat ional recognition for th e 
seminary. Don has endeared himsel f 
to students, faculty, staff and our 
N.A.B. consti tuency throughout the 
years. We as a seminary family will 
miss him. 

In a recent letter of resignation to 
Pres iden t Draewel l, Don said , 
"When I came to the seminary in 
March of 1969, I felt it was the right 
decision. I now feel equally confi
dent that the time is right for me to 
relocate my time ... energies ... 
and gifts in another direction." . 

We wish Don, Nancy, Denise, 
Cheryl and Timothy the blessings of 
God upon their pastoral ministry. D 

Dr. John Hisel is director of church 
and community relations at North 
American Baptist Seminary. 

THE WINDOW OF TEARS 

Put you r powerful a rms around me, 
a nd let me cry. 

Loneliness, I know, is selfish 
But m y humanness sti ll aches. 

Remind me of the way 
you were forsaken, 

Even by your Father , 
And love me, Lord. 

Teach me a nd make me learn . 
Leaning on your eternal compassion 
I climb o ut of flesh 
And explore the heart o f him . 

It 's empty, too, and a lone, 
Longing for substance. 

Show him , Lord , where y~u are. 
Together we find the u niqueness of 
your love. 

It's gone now, Lord, . 
Yo u've filled the void 

Providing abundance in a new brother. 
Eyes are cleansed now a nd heart 
looks ou tward 

-Luann Meissner, Columbus, 
Nebraska 

REST 

I was tired and burdened a s I walked 
a long, 

Then J esus, my Lord, came my w~y. 
He to ld me to cast m y burdens o n him ; 

H e said his bu_rden was not heavy, 
but light. . 

I looked a ll around, shifted my weight 
and said , 

" I can't do that; it wi ll just have to 
wait. " 

I struggled a nd heaved and pushed some 

more, 'd 
till fina ll y I broke down a nd sa1 ' 

"Where's my Lord?" 
He was close by my side a ll along, 

But he waited until I was ready. 
He put out his hand , took my burden 
and carried it around 

as if it were a ir! . 
I fe lt such relief and I looked up at him 
saying, . 

"Why not before, Lord? Why did I 
wait?" 

· - Rose Merke, Chicago, Illinois 

THE DECISION 
I am told by many men o f great 
intelligence 

who can grasp the mysteries o f this 
world 
that li fe has been here hurled 

o nly by chance. 

If this be so, then what beauty is there 
in a tree 

and what va lue has love, 
joy, 

and you or me? 
There would then be no wort h in such 
things. 

But seriously now, we should think 
twice, 

before we accept the destiny- of a 
dice; 

Because perhaps we' ll miss that needed 
advice-

for finding a meaningfu l life! 

There was a man who o nce came here. 
He said there is more to life tha n 
misguided cheer. 
He brought hope for a better day a nd 
said it was found 

only through him , the Way
to the good li fe. 

So we must ma ke o ur own choice. 
We have, in this situation, a free voice; 
But we must abide by wha t we decide! 
Then let us see if what we choose wi ll 
make us truly free-

to enjoy life-
as it was meant to be. 
- Daniel K. Splett, Calgary, Alberta 

FATHER 

We are a ll people here
With ou r own needs 

and hopes 
a nd fears 

a nd d esires . 
We come here on S undays and pull out 
a li ttle 

cub icle of ourselves , s how it a nd 
say-

This is me! 
But you , Lord, 

Accept each part o f o ur lives, o ur 
whole life-

mind , soul, heart a nd body. 
Why can 't we accept each ot her the 
same way? 

- Debbie 

Faith is . . . 
How would you complete this state
ment? We a re looking for young people 
to do just tha t for the Youth Scene 
page. Type your "Faith is .... " state
ment on one page, double-spaced and 
send it to Youth Scene, Bapt ist Herald, 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Ter
race, Vi lla Park , IL 6018 1. 

YOUNG PEOPLES 

How apt a description! . . 
We are a ll young- just on the begmnmg 
foots teps 

of our life's jo urney. 

And yet-we a re people. 
We are a ll so unique 
We have our loves a nd ha tes, 

desires a nd passions, 
hurts and sufferings. 

We a re a ll so vulnerable. 

And that is why we are somet imes so 
closed. 

l a sk that You would help each one o f 
us to be free-

free from our inhibitions 
and our fears-

Free to be totally and completely 
ourselves 

To be honest with each other 
and share our lives. 

For we pass through life o nly o nce, 
And what a pi ty to miss 

a ny of the beauty that is in each of 
the kids 

here-
in Young Peoples. 

- Debbie 

LIFE 

Li fe has its ups and downs 
as you can plain ly see. . 

And if you need an example fnend, 
I ' ll say, just look at me. 

When life gets gray a nd gloomy 
And it seems you 're beat and 
doomed, 

You must consider something fi rst
Jesus' life was much, much worse. 

He d id n' t have a home, 
All he ever d id was roam. 

He didn't have a bed 
or a place to lay his head . 

On this o ld , wicked eart h 
God gave each o ne a p lan; . 

But Jesus' o nly plan was to die fo r 
every man. 

As you know, he rose again 
This truly was a wi n. 

The greatest King around; 
And he never wore a crown. 

So when things are getting rough 
And you think it' s way 100 tough , 

Then just remember J esus-
You' ll never give enough. 

-Steve Anthes , Parkersburg, Iowa 
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Meet Francisca 
Ntui, Headwoman 
of Pastors' Wives 
by Sara Pasiciel, 
Cameroon, Africa 
Let me begin with something I wrote 
down w hen we first came to Cameroon, 
a lmost three years ago, when impres
sions were vivid and overwhelming. 

A young girl in a mini -skirt 
perched on platform shoes , 
bala ncing o n the rocky market 

s treet, 
bows her Afro-topped head 
10 a Jappa-wrapped grandmother. 

" Good morning, madame, a re you 
well ?" 

Then goes o n 10 buy her s kin
lightener 
and ground corn for foo-foo . 

The grandmother ra ises her umbrella 
over 1 he load of firewood on her 

head, 
a nd carries a bott le of Coca-Cola 
hospitali ty for her next guest. ' 

There is obvio usly no "typical Ca m
eroonian," just as there is no typical 
American or Canadian. And the differ
ences and cont rasts a mong the women 
here a re sti ll much more marked than 
that among the men, differences result 
ing fro m location , educat ion, their 
husbands' occupations and many ot her 
fact o rs . 

We have been fortunate to live both 
a 1 the coast a nd in the grasslands of 
Cameroon . As the climate differs, so do 
the crops; as the crops differ, so do the 
methods of farming; as the met hods so 
the lifesty le; as 1he lifestyle, so the ;eo
ple themselves. 

l hope to introduce 10 you in 1he 
mo nths to come severa l of the women 
we have met and known. The first is 
Mrs . Francisca N1ui , the wife of David 
0. Ntui, who is return ing to Kumba 
field as field pastor after 1wo years a t 
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Ndu, taking the advanced level T .C.C. 
at the Bible school. Francisca is also the 
" headwoman" or chairwoman of 1he 
pastors' wives here at Bapt ist Bible 
Training College. Here is a "word pic
ture" of her: 

Francisca: ta ll , slender, straight from 
years of carrying her head high with a 
load of firewood , or corn , or market 
goods. S1raigh1 also with pride in her 
pastor-husband, a man who holds re
spect from a ll who meet him because 
of his own concern and common sense 
and. unfa ltering Ch ristia n testimony. 
S1ra.1gh.1,. too,. from carrying fo ur boys: 
a d1g.nif1ed eigh t-year-old, sma ll image 
of his father; a quiet five-year-old 
fo llowing ~is .older brother, wide-eyect 
an~ .wors h1pp111g; an irrepressible, ir
res1st1ble three-year-old , whom mischief 
seeks out , finding a welcome every t ime; 
the ~aby, one and one-half, st ill rid ing 
on his mother's back . 

Quiet, capable, beauti ful , her da rk 
face framed by bright cloth A h ·1 . . s y 
sm1 e, a .so ft l~sp ,. her authority as head-
\~Oman 1s ma1111a111ed with ot hers' con
~1de.n ~e 111 her Christian stand and re-
hab1lu y. Her suggestions are made f 
I 

. so l -
y, wuh a nod of her head, a whispered 

word , a. smile behind cupped hands. 
A child of a Chr istia n mother, the 

only wife of her no n-Chris tian husband· 
product of a Christian primary school: 
molded in to wifehood by work 0 h ' 
f h , f n er 
a 1 er s ~rm a nd in her mother 's kitch-

en; . married a t 18 to a man of her 
cho1c~, o~ly eigl~ t yea rs her senio r. 
Francisca 1s a gracious , capable a nd true 
helpmate. 10 her husba nd, a Christian 
example 111 her own righ t 10 all with 
whom s he comes in contact. 

New Venture in 
Faith 
by Ruth Selby, 
Burlington, Ontario 
When I first became a C hristian l had a 
very strong desire 10 be baptized. This 
seen:ie~ to be only a dream, as pastors, 
Chrisuans a nd rad io Bible teachers alike 
a ssured. me 1ha1 it was not necessa ry 10 
be bap11 zed 10 be a born-again Christ ian 
and 1ha1 it was enough 10 have the de
sire wi thin my heart . This sati s fied me 

for awhile unt il I began to auend Pine
land Baptist Church where I was en
couraged to be bapti zed. So I auended 
pastor's class, very excited about my 
new ventu re in fa ith . 

You may wonder, "W hy a ll the fuss 
~bout something so sim ple?" Well , hav
ing had rheumatoid arth ri tis for 27 
years , since the age of four, and being 
totally disabled, bedridden and wheel
chair-bound, I had not been out a t all 
for ten years before coming 10 church . 
Attending Sunday school and church 
had been the big a dventure of my week 
for the past two months . And now I 
was to be bapt ized in water! 

Two weeks before my bapt is m (I had 
begun to think of it as " B Day"), I had 
to enter the hospital fo r tests. One week 
turned into two and by Thursday I be-

gan to suspect that two would turn into 
three or six. I requested permiss io n to 
go home for the weekend , expla ining 
the reason. I prayed, asking the Lord to 
work out the details , a nd felt a sense of 
peace a nd trust that a ll would be well. 
Then the nurse returned and said I had 
a pass for the weekend with specia l per
miss ion to stay ou t late Sunday evening. 
"Praise 1 he Lord! " 

Since I had never been afraid o f wa
ter, in fact I loved a swim whenever I 
could get o ne, I had not thought of thi s 
as being a problem. However, as I was 
bei ng lowered in to the pool in the hos
pita l on the hydrau lic lift for the f irst 
time in 15 yea rs, I experienced a rea l 
fear a s the wa te r crept up over me. 
Menially I was 1101 a fraid, and I was 
wearing a li fe jacket, but I rea lly 
panicked a nd had diffi cult y breathing 
~or a few minutes . Each day a s I went 
into the pool fo r thera py this feel ing 
l~ssened, and o n F riday I swam around 
vigorously a nd unafraid a nd p ushed m y 
face under wa ter severa l times . The 
Lord knew that I needed these several 
days experience in the water 10 prepare 
me for my "dunking ," a nd he prov ided 
II for me in such a n unusua l way. 

B-Day a rrived! Pastor Kerber a sked 
me if I would give my testimony to the 
church be fore my bapt ism . I had not 

spoken in public for many years, and I 
was quite nervous a s I faced the full 
church. 

The other candida tes were baptized 
first. As the men carried me in the 
wheelcha ir up that long flight of stairs, 
I was gla d I had not known how steep it 
was before. Then they pushed the cha ir 
to the edge of the tank where Pastor 
Kerber and a deacon were standing. 
They took the front o f 1he wheelchair 
and another deacon had the handles a t 
the back o f the chair, a nd they began to 
lower me wheelchair and all into the 
tank . I pr;ised God in perfect peace as I 
wen t into the water. The wheelchair 
sank to the bottom, but I fl oated! As 
pas tor opened the curtains my baptismal 
gown was floating over the water, and I 
was trying very hard to keep a st raight 
face a nd not to giggle too much. 

I gave m y li fe verse of Scri pture, Mat
thew 6:33. "Seek ye fi rst the kingdom 
of G od a nd his righteousness: and a ll 
these things s hall be added unto yo~," 
while the men were holding me floaung 
in the wa ter. 

Pas to r Kerber asked, "Ruth, do you 
believe in the Lord Jesus C hrist a nd 
have you accepted him as your personal 
Savior?" 

"Yes , I have." I replied. . 
"Upon the profession of your fallh 1 

baptize you in 1he name of God the 
Father , God the Son and God the H oly 
Spiri t." 

Pastor a nd the deacons took hold of 
me a nd a ll pushed at once, unti l they 
got me under wa ter. . 

When I was taken back to the hospi
ta l that night, the nurse asked wha t 
those bruises were a ll over my legs and 
body. I laughed as I explained they were 

my baptismal scars. 

by Dorene Walth , 

W.M.U. president, 

Sioux Falls, SD 
Back there a lit tle fa rther d own the 
stai rway, w'hen I became a C hris tian, I 
prayed, " Lord , if you can use THI S 

piece of humanity, go right a head!" 
As an eager beaver to serve him, 

wasn't aware of the word "no" in 
Christian service for many years. 

Complications of carnality eventually 
began to set in . I had become self-cen
tered, leading the life of a " ma rtyr. " 
Poor prayer life developed a lo ng wit h 
jealo usy, g uilt, worry, discouragement, 
frustratio n a nd a imlessness. 

While in thi s sad situati on, I had the 
unique privi lege to visit the Bible Lands. 
I really didn ' t want to go because I was 
afraid that "God would just expect that 
much more o f me" when I came back. 
I' d have to s how slides a nd tell groups 
about my trip! God wanted me to go, 
however, for he worked out wonder ful 
provisio ns for my "getting ready" con
cerns . Hesitati ngly, I boarded that jet 
with a prayer on my lips that somehow 
he would show me, while walking where 
Jesus walked, that li ving fo r him and 
serving him was truly important. I had 
my d oubts a bout this ! 

Majes tic Rome a nd mag nificent 
Greece were marvelous experiences. 
Landing in Palestine was li ke stepping 
into the Bible. What thri lls to walk the 
desert sands of Beersheba, to eat lus
cious fru it from J oppa , to touch the 
mineral laden waters of the Dead Sea 
and to pray on the shores of Galilee. 

In 1970 Israel was involved in war ac
tivities just as it is today. Our tour bus 
was a mbushed by Arab terrorists using 
automa tic rifle fire a t close range. To ur
ism contributes greatly to the Israeli 
econo my, and this was a n a 11em p1 to 
stifle this lucrat ive business. The attack 
came just outside the ancient city of 
Hebron, the home of the Pa triarchs . 

A bullet whizzed past my head, graz
ing my scalp slightly but effecti vely 
enough to give me the feeling that I had 
been hit. We a ll thought we would be 
killed. A friend , Barbara Ertle, pastor ' s 
wife from Grandville, Ml , was fa ta ll y 
wounded when a bullet severed her 
aorta. Two others were wounded very 
serio usly. 

In those unusua l seconds, my life did 
not flash before my mind as it had done 
in other "close ca lls." Instead, the 
prayer I prayed while young , inviting 
Chris t into my life, comforted me. I was 
rem inded that I had prepared myself for 
physical dea th that day long ago. Now 
a ll I could do was say, "Dear Lord, if 
this is my day to be with you, I ' m 
ready !" 

What a thrill for me to experience this 
1est of my fa it h! Back in my hotel room 
that night I thought of my husband and 
children. I tho ught of my role as a 
pastor 's wife and school teacher. Why 
had God spared me? Jus t a t ilt of my 
head in any direction could have made 
the difference between life and dea th, 

for the bullets traveled at a n angle 
toward our moving bus. 

I had been taking my li fe for granted 
and had been serving m y own interests 
rather than G od 's. This narrow escape 
made me realize that o ne cannot "fool 
around" as a C hristian. God has a pur
pose and a plan for me in my dai ly 
climb with him. I f I spend t ime and 
energy trying to win huma n approval 
and thi s world 's goods, I should never 
be C hrist 's serva nt! I must set priorities 
and keep occupied with the things tha t 
really coum-things that ha ve eternal 
value. Trying to lead a C hristian life 
and do "Chris tian things" without the 
power of the H o ly Spirit is foolis hness ! 

Coming home was an a dventure for 
me. I resolved anew to trust God with 
every detail of my life-to put "first 
things first. " 

World 
Day of 
Prayer 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
women's work 
Ba ptist women's groups around the 
world will be meeting on Nov. 7, 
1977, for the Day of Prayer. The 
theme is " A Future and a Hope." 

All the women of our chu rches are 
encouraged to part1c1pa1e in the 
meeting planned in your chu rch or in 
the church in your area. Needs of 
women, famil ies, churches, commu
nity, na tion and the world will be 
shared , followed by prayer for those 
speci fic needs. It will be a privilege 
to be a part o f the women praying 
around the world. Hopefully there 
will be a continuatio n o f prayer for 
needs a nd concerns expressed on that 
day. 

The offerings received are to be 
sent to the Conference Office a t 
Oakbrook Terrace, des igna ted "Bap
tist World Day o f Prayer Offering." 
One ha lf o f the money will be used 
to pay for BAPTIST HERALD sub
scri ptions sent airmail to o ur mis
sio naries, and for scho la rships for 
students a11ending North American 
Baptist Semina ry, Sioux Falls, SD , 
and North American Baptist College, 
Edmonton, AB; the other ha lf will be 
sent 10 the North American Baptist 
Wo men's Unio n Office in Washing
ton , DC. Thank you for your faith
ful support, and God bless you richly 
as you pray and fe llowship toget her 
on the World Day of Prayer. 0 
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In Memory 
of Paul 

Gebauer, D.D. 

Tribute to a 
Soldier of the Lord 

by Richard Schilke 
Dr. Paul Gebauer was under appointment as 
m1ss10nary to Cameroon, Africa, from 
1931-62 except for the years 1942-46 when he 
was on leave and served as chaplain in the 
United States forces in Europe. He first went 
10 Cameroon in 1931 under appointment with 
the Neuruppin Mission (Baptist Union of 
Germany) by whom all our missionaries for 
Cameroon from 1890-1935 were appointed. 

I fir st met Paul during his first furlough in 
1934-35 when he visited our seminary in 
Rochester, NY, where I was at that time a 
fi rst-year student. It never entered my mind 
then that we would one day be so closely 
associated in the work of missions for more 
than a decade; he as field superintendent of 
our Mission in Cameroon and I as general 
missionary secreta ry at the home office. In 
1935 Paul Gebauer returned to Cameroon 
under our appointment and as newly married, 
taking with him as wife the fo rmer Clara 
Kratt of Portland, OR. He had ful filled the 
two requests which he received as a commis
sion from Carl Jacob Bender, pioneer mis
sionary in Cameroon for thirt y years, 
namely: to return to Cameroon wi th the ap
pointment of our own Conference and to re
turn married. 

When I accepted the appointment as 
general missionary secretary, to begin March 
IO, 1951, I received a letter from Paul 
Gebauer even before leaving Bethel Baptist 
Church in Anaheim, CA. It was dated Jan
uary 20 , 1951, was written in military fashion 
which so characterized his behavior and deci
sions. It read in part: "You have accepted a 
terrific assignment and you will need all that 

Dr. Richard Schilke is the general secretary 
of the N.A. 8. General Missionary Society. 

Tribute To A 
Great Missionary 

by Fred Folkerts 

The Rev. Fred Folkerts is the associate 
secretary for overseas missions. 
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Dr. Paul Gebauer 

God can offer and give to man. You know 
how to ask God, and you will receive the 
strength for your turbulent days and years. 
Accept my personal assurance that you have 
my undi vided support and my loyalty. I am a 
soldier who has learned to serve and to obey. 
How good, I must leave to those who have 
suffe red under my discipli ne and obedience 
through the past years. But this I state 
humbly and with determination, that I have 
learned to serve under those who have been 
appointed to be my superiors .... You have 
my support and service, however small it may 
be in the larger frame of your larger respon
sibil ities." Throughout the decade of our 
association in the work, Paul carried out to 
the letter what he first wrote me. 

During his furlough year of 1951-52, Paul 
Gebauer gave valuable assistance to a com
plete re-organization of our mission in 
Cameroon from an all-missionary-field
council to a representative-field -committee o f 
our missionaries. It was not until 1954 during 
my first visi t to Cameroon when the re
organization was ratified by the missionaries 
on the field. For most of those eight weeks in 
Cameroon in the late fall of 1954 Paul 
Gebauer accompanied me on my travels and 
visit s to the various stations, to tribal chiefs, 
and to government officials. I was initiated 
into Cameroon culture not so much by what 
he said but by observing him in his move
ments and contacts. He was highly respected 
in all ci rcles. His decisions may not always 
have pleased every one, but they were made 
with keen insight and were the best in his 
time and fo r his day. As long as Paul 
Gebauer was in service, we could not have 
had another better leader to supervise ou r 
missio n in Cameroon . 

At home in his fu rlough years he was 

Dr. Paul Gebauer was a ma n with many 
ta lents and m in istr ies . H e used his great 
abili ties and energies in the service of 
God and his fe llowmen. 

I k new Pau l a s a miss io nary . W hen I 
arr ived on the m iss ion fi e ld w here h e 
had labored for 25 or m ore years p rior 
to m y arriva l, the evidence of his work 
was al l around us . Schools, d is pen sa ri es, 
churc hes and m issio n stations bore the 
mark o f h is hand iwork a nd o rga ni za
tion. H is appreciation of th e art and 
cul ture of the people showed in the 
buildings he h elped to creel. Paul was a 
bu ilder, a nd he left ma ny s imple, func-

grea tly desired as a speaker and was m uch 
beloved. In his very unique way he captured 
his audiences and made his points in less time 
than any speaker I have known. He would 
not in fr inge on anyone's time. When his time 
was in fringed upon, he would just say a few 
words, win the hearts of his hearers and wish 
them God 's blessing. Only Paul Gebauer 
could get away with it! 

When West Cameroon gained indepen
dence in 196 1 by joining East Cameroon and 
forming the Republic o f Cameroon, Paul 
Gebauer felt that his m inist ry in Cameroon 
should come to an end. He resigned in 1962, 
and though the Conference would have 
elected him to a newly created office of 
stewardship secretary and though the Board 
of Missions offered h im the appointment of 
Missionary Depu tation Secretary, he felt led 
to give the remainder of his time to teaching 
and to his famil y, wife and two children : 
Anne and Walter. He took a position on the 
facu lt y of Lin field College in McMinnville, 
OR, u nt il his retirement. 

Various honors came to him. Queen 
Elizabeth II of England bestowed upon him 
the title of Order of the British Empire 
(OBE) at Lond on , England, on July 23, 
1957. Linfield College in McMinnville, O R, 
granted him the honorary d egree o f Doctor 
of Divinity in 1952. Our N.A .B. Seminary in 
Sioux Falls , SD, granted him the same 
honorary degree in 1962. But the greatest 
honor was given him by ou r Lord hi mself 
when He first made him a son of God at the 
age of 13, called him into missionary service 
in 193 1, and ca lled him to his eternal reward 
on the night of June 22-23 , 1977. Pau l and 
Clara Gebauer were on a group tou r and had 
just visited the Grand Canyon. Du ring their 
overnight stay in a motel in Ely, NV, Pau l 
heard his Master's call and slipped away in 
his sleep to meet his Maste r who had first 
claim on his life. 

Upon hearing of his death , I sent to C lara, 
his beloved wife, the fo llowing telegram 
which I now would also like to have as the 
final tribute to him : "On behalf of the North 
American Baptist General Missionary Society, 
the office staff and the Conference we extend 
to you and you r fami ly our deepest sympathy 
in the sudden passing o f Paul, beloved hus
band and father, and fo r thirt y years m is
siona ry pioneer, leader and statesman in 
Cameroon. 'Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord ... they may rest from their labors 
and their works do foll ow them" (Rev. 
14: 13). D 

ti o na l, beau tifu l monu m ents ror th e 
people he served . 

The mos t o u tstanding featu re of Paul 
Geb a uer a s a m issio na ry was his inte res t 
and love fo r people. H e had a gift fo r 
inspiri ng t hose aroun d h im to give th eir 
best to whatever they were doi ng. H is 
en thusiasm a n d zest were infec t io us . H e 
looked a nd p la nned ahead wi t h fel low 
wor kers in t he ministry to wh ich h e was 
call ed. H e had a special ta lent for earn 
ing th e admi ration, respect and att en 
ti o n of young people. H e used th is ia l
ent to shape and infl uence man y Nort h 
Amer ian as well as African young peo-

pie toward respons ible and o b ed ient se r
vice to God and m a n kind. H e was a 
friend and counsellor to persons from 
a ll ran ks o f the Afr ican society. H e was 
committed to procla im the gospe l. 

Tribute To 
The Right Man 

At The Right Place 
by Dr. Frank H. Woyke 

T he death of P a u l Gebau er reminds us 
of his outsta nding contribu tion toward 
the Cameroon Baptist Missio n o ver a 
p eriod of th ree decad es. A ltho u gh his 
leadership affected every aspect of the 
work, I have o pportunity here to men
t ion o nly a few h igh lig h ts. 

T h e a ppo intm ent o f Pa ul Gebauer in 
193 1 marked the beginn ing of a new era 
in the history o f m issionary work in 
Cameroon , a s fa r as the Nort h Ameri
can Baptis t Conference was concerned. 
A lthough you ng people from o ur 
ch u rch es had volu nteered for se rvice in 
Cameroon ever since 189 1, when Mr. 
a nd Mrs. A u g ust Steffens first land ed 
t here, they had always served un?er the 
direction of the Missio na ry Socie ty of 
the Ba ptists of Germany. The cha n ged 
condition s afte r World War I permitted 
o u r own General M iss ionary Societ y to 
a ppo in t missio n aries a nd to adm in is te r 
the ir work o n cer tain stat io ns. W hen 
P aul a n d C lara Gebauer, w ho had been 
ma r ried o n hi s fir st furl o ug h , went to 
Cameroon in 1935, t he Cameroon Bap
tis t Mission was formed . We a ll k now 
a bout the wonderful growth of this M is
s ion d uring t he yea rs that fo llowed. 

Paul a nd Clara Gebauer soon d evel
oped a good work ing relation sh ip with 
the Bri tis h A uthoriti es. Dur ing the 
upheaval caused b y World War .II . t hese 
aut horities demon strated t heir con
fiden ce in the Cameroon Baptist M is 
sion by a ski ng our own General . ~1.i s 
s io na ry Socie ty to a ccept res~onstb·tl·H y 
fo r a ll of t he Ba p t ist W o rk m Bn ttsh 
Ca meroon. This broug ht open d oors 
and presen ted us w ith many new ch al-

len ges . . . 
Pa u l Gebau er 's v ital contnbuuon to

ward the g rowth o f the medic~/ !ninis1ry 
of the Cameroon Bapti st M 1sst0n a lso 
need s to b e m entioned. A t h is urging a 
number o f well qualified a nd d edica ted 

Dr. F. H. Woyke is 1he former ex
ecu1ive secre1ary (1946-68) of 1he Nor.1h 
American Bap1is1 Co11.fere11ce, no w ltv
ing in re1iremen1. 

It was m y aweso m e assig nment as a 
young m issio nary t o fo llow Dr. Gebauer 
in his role as f ield secreta ry in 
Cam eroon . H is unders ta nd ing a n d en 
couragem ent to me were examples of h is 

nurses soon came forward: Edith Kop
pin in 1936, La u ra R eddig in 1938, a nd 
Margaret Kittlit z in 1945. They o p ened 
dispensaries a n d traveled from commu
nity to community to provide med icines 
and teach hea lth care. In 1948 th e gov
ernment offered to donate its sma ll h os
p ita l a t Sanso to the Cameroon Ba ptist 
Miss io n . Convinced that the respo nse 
sh o uld be in the affi rmative, a nd with
o u t waiting to clear the m atter with the 
General M issio n ary Commi ttee, Pau l 
Gebauer immedia te ly accepted the o ffer. 
Now there was a hospi tal , bu t wh ere 
was the d octo r? W o rd came fro m the 
Rev. F ra nk F riesen tha t he knew o f a 
young P resbyteria n d octo r who was 
ready to go. It was Dr. Leslie M. Chaf 
fee, who had for years been preparing 
himself fo r just s uch a n opportunity . 
W it h in a few m o nths he was o n his way 
to th e fie ld . To d ay the S a nso Bapt ist 
H ospita l, together with other medical 
fac ilities, p rov ides m edical care fo r 
tho usa nds o f patien ts each year. 

T ru ly , P a ul Geb a uer was th e righ t 
ma n in the righ t place at t he r ight 
ti me. 0 

helpfulness to those a round him . l re
spected a nd loved him as a servant o f 
the Lord , a nd I relish the pros pect t hat 
agai n in G lo ry we will fe llowship a nd 
serve together. 0 

He Stood 
Before Kings 
by Harold B. Johns 

"Do you see a man skilled in his work? 
H e will stand bef ore kings . ... " 

Proverbs 22:29 (NAS). 

T h e passin g of P a ul Gebau er brings 
back m any m em o ries. At a Triennia l 
Con fe rence m a ny years ago (proba bly 
T aco ma, 1946) q uite a number o f us 
were seated at a long table in a n ice 
c ream p arlor a fter a n evening service. 
O ur P rom otional Secre ta ry and BA P
TIST H E R A L D edi tor, the late D r. 
M a rtin L. Leuschner , was h o ld in g fort h 
a t one end o f the table a nd Paul Ge
ba uer was the center o f attentio n at our 
end . One of the girls th en asked the 

Harold 8 . Johns is a Regis1ered Prof es
sional Engineer in the S1a1e of Illinois 
and is a member of Forest Park Bap1is1 
Churd r: He has visi1ed our mission 
work in Africa seven limes. 

1324 Gilorr Street 
McMinnville, Ore. 97128 
June 23, 1977 

Friends of the Many Years: 
This letter- duplicated and mailed by Clare Gebauer-informs you that fi nally I have left 

this good earth to meet my Lord. W hat a meeting that will be! 
Once more I wish to thank you for your friendship through the years. You helped to 

make my li fe one of meaningful fellowship and joyful service. I am gra teful for the experi
ences and the opportunities we shared together. In the realms of eternity we shall meet 
again and there we sha ll complete ou r unfi nished talks and tasks. T hat will be glory. 

To the members o f my family in America and Europe I express once more my gratitude 
for their molding influences in the years o f my youth . To a ll of you who made possible the 
years o f service to A frica I owe very much for they were filled with blessed opportunities. 
To my fellow- soldiers of World War II I remain indebted fo r their comradeship in the ser
vice we rendered to this nation. To you who helped me to a share in Linfield's service to 
American youth I express once more my deepest gratitude. You permitted me to re-pay, in 
some small measure, the debt of gratitude I owe to this country, the United States. 

My last thoughts were with her who brought into my wandering years and restless years 
so much of her quiet grace, of her wisdom, and of the depth of her upbringing. To her I 
owe so much and fo r ever. Friends, remain mindful of her and her two children- for her 
sake and mine. 

It is my expressed wish that a public funeral be avoided. No memorial service in any 
form and anywhere is to be observed. It is enough to be remembered by what I have tried 
to do for others. No tears are to be shed. I have had a full life o f gracious fellowship and 
of service to God and mankind . And this I know that now I enter into a li fe that is even 
greater and fu ller than the years we have had together. Let us rejoice in this fact an d be 
glad . 

Unt il we meet again, 
Yours, 
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question, " Paul , why do you insis t on 
goin~ back to Africa? You' ll die there!" 

Hts answer, " Is there any more glori
ous way to die tha n doing the will of 
God?" 

Paul tried for years to get me to come 
to Africa, and I finally made it in 1954 
(my only trip while he was there) . 

I t was a pleasure to see the work that 
he and our other missionaries were do
ing. 1 'm sure he must have been one of 
the pioneer 35mm camera users. He was 
sending 35mm pictu res to the BAPTIST 
HERALD editor long before most of us 
knew there was such a th ing as a Leica 
camera. He also sent hundreds o f feet 
of motion picture film which Dr. 
Leuschner delighted to show in our 
churches and in our various Conference 
sessions . He photographed a number of 
scenes, customs and ritua ls seldom wit
nessed by a white man. We sti ll have a 
4~ x 63 inch picture of an African 
village at the Conference Office, en
larged from one of his I x I Yi inch (24 
x 36mm) negatives. Paul not only knew 
the necessary techniques but I 'm sure 
his artis_t wif~ helped develop his eye for 
composing pictures. 

Paul's thoroughness was evidenced in 
a lmost everything he did . Bridges and 
cul~ert covering are not always safe es
pecially after a few heavy rains. Paul 
repeatedly sent an African ahead to 
check on a bridge before we took the 
Land . Rover or a lo rry (truck) over. 
Sometimes passengers got out and 
walked across to lighten the load H" 
thorou~hness _also involved checki n~ t~! 
mos~ullo netting over the bed to be sure 
n?thing ~lse was under the netting with 
him a t night. 

He "'.as careful to maintain good rap
port ~Ith the a uthorities-both British 
and tnbal. As we were leaving Bamenda 
to go to the coast via Eas t Cameroon 
(French mandate a t that time) 
sto~ped to report to the British Distr~~ 
Officer. We were told the off1"ce . . r was in 
~ bmdee~'.ngp and "could not be dis-
ur e · au l then said "Plea · 

tell h. p I G ' se, Jus t 
. ~~ au ebauer is going over East 

S_ide. Before we could leave, the o f-
ficer had left the meeting· " Pa 1 , . . · u , you re 
going over East Side. Anything I can d 
for you?" "N h 

0 
· - o, t a nk you, anything J 

can do for you over there?"-"No 
thank you , have a good trip!" a nd h~ 
was gone. 

~he Africans a lso lik ed him. The 
~h1ef of Babanki displayed some 15 of 
his 25 wives and about 25 of his chi l
dren for my benefi t ("whi te man fro m 
Ameri.ca"). I unders tand, only one oth
er whtte. man saw this sight a fter I left. 
(fhe wives revolted, " We a re Chris-
tians. We do not think 1·t · · h d" I is ng t to 

tsp ay ourselves in this manner ") 
At th · · e ume of being granted the OBE 

(Continued on page 2?) 
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Tribute to a Teacher, 
Supervisor, Counselor, Friend by Peter Fehr 

Our personal relationship with Paul 
was that o f new missionaries who 
needed lots of help in a ll four of the 
categories of personal growth and ser
vice. Our first meeting was at a Min
nesota Associa tion service, where his 
message was short and very direct. 

T raveling with the Gebauers to Cam
eroon by ship was a seminar in Anthro
pology of Cameroon. Paul knew the 
country, history, culture and customs o f 
the Cameroon people as well as those of 
the English Colonia l Service people that 
we would be deal ing with du ri ng our 
tour. The informat io n gained from him 
helped us make a more appropriate and 
rapid adjustment to service in Cam
eroon. 

As supervisor, Pa ul was firm in his 
requ irement of regular reports and 
helpful in teaching us how to hand le the 
unpleasant chores of bookkeeping and 
government reports . 

Handling a problem with a local gov
ernment medical doctor became a very 

Dr. and Mrs. Peter Fehr were mis
sionaries in Cameroon, 1958-1969. 

thorny question for a new m issionary. 
Caught between a local chief and his ill 
son o n one hand, a nd a desi re to keep 
good relat ions with the local official, 
Paul a nd I disagreed on the solution. 
Despite our choice of a solu tion that he 
did not recommend, Paul a ssisted in the 
resolution of the disagreement. The 
final resu lt was that the government 
doctor became a friend and suppo rt ive 
associate. 

When we were asked to serve at the 
government hospital in Bamenda, our 
decision was to accept t he post and pro
vide a wi tness in this totally different 
setting of missionary service. There were 
many criticisms of the decision from fe l
low missionaries , but Paul provided the 
counsel and positive support tha t a l
lowed us to carry out two years of un
usual miss ionary service in that a rea. 

Paul's role as fri end covered experi
ences of joy and sorrow in our family. 
He always showed a genuine concern 
for our needs, ou r problems, ou r s uc
cesses and o ur fail ures. We will never 
forget " P .G. " or Clara. Bo th played a n 
important role in our lives as mis
sionaries. 0 

The Paul Gebauer family In Cameroon, 1952 

The Dynamic Power of Small 
Groups in the Church by Lee Whiston 

When I began my last pastorate, I was 
eager to s tart a small group, because 
such a group had been of great value in 
my previo us pastora te. I waited about 
three mont hs until I became aware that 
a certain fe llow, J im, was a praying 
man and o ne to whom I felt I could 
open my heart. I called on him that 
week and said , " Jim, I have come from 
a church where at least 20 or 30 of the 
men knew me very deeply. I could turn 
to any one of them, when I was in need 
or when I was venturing into a new 
project , and ask for their prayers . So 
fa r I haven 't opened my heart to anyone 
here in this pastorate. I want to tell you 
about m~self so that you can not only 
be_ my fn~nd but support me in prayer. 
Wtll you hs ten to me?" He agreed, and 
for a bout a n hour I opened my heart in 
depth telling him a bout my lonely child
hood, my hecti c teenage years how I 
came to this count ry, the loneli~ess as a 
foreign youth , living behind a mask for 
many_ years and, a fter a deep religious 
experience, the breakt hrough when I 
opened my heart to my wife and then to 
my fellowmen. What a change came 
then ! An inrush o f love, of power and 
new effectiveness in the Ki ngdom. 

After I had told hi m this, I said 
" J im, there will be times when 1 a~ 
severely tempted; there will be times 
when I am lonely and times when I am 
in deep need. There will be times when 1 
am moving out into new areas of faith 
and work. l ' ll need your supportive 
love." 

"You can cou nt o n it," he said; then 
added, " Will you come back next week? 
I 'd like you to k now me. " 

"Of course, I' ll come back and listen 
to you," I replied. 

The next week he told me his story; 
also a story of loneliness and heartache, 
of a lternating defeats and victories. 
Afte r that we met each week, just the 
two o f us, studying the Bible together, 
sharing what had happened during the 
previous week, seeking God's leading 
and then praying together. 

The Rev. Lionel (Lee) A. Whiston 
resides in Wrentham, MA . 

Three or four months later, someone 
remarked on the change in Jim and 
said, " H ow come?" J im told of our 
fellowship and this friend said, " Do you 
think I could come, too?" One by one 
people came and a fte r about 18 months 
there were 14 or 15 men meeting reg
ularly once a week. The entire climate 
of the church was changed because these 
men had found a new relationship to 
Jesus Christ and a new relationship to 
one another-and, of course, new at
titudes at home and on the job. 

Sta rting a Group 
There is no fixed way to start a 

group; it can begin in any way. I t 
shou ld be a natural beginning. It may 
be one couple inviting another couple to 
their home suggesting that they become 
fellow discoverers, fellow questors. 
Above all, it should not be someone or 
some couple thinking that they have the 
answers and are trying to pass them o n 
to someone else, but rather people who 
are willing to become fellow pilgrims 
fel~O\v ?iscoverers together. The ways of 
doing It are legion; it can be an an
nouncement in the church bu lletin 
blanks passe_d out in the church ask i n~ 
people to s ign up for a Bible study 
group. It can be just a little coffee 
klat~h where a woman wants to get ac
qu_amted wi th two or three of her 
~e1ghbors and begins to open her heart 
m d~pth . There a re so many ways of 
forming groups. If each person who is 
lonely got acquainted and sha red that 
loneliness with someone else, groups 
could easily begin. 
. A valuable suggest ion: If you are go
mg to form a group, have a terminal 
date at first. Say, " Let's meet for six or 
eight weeks." Many groups do meet 
that way regularly: ten weeks in the fall 
eight or ten weeks between January and 
Easter and a similar number of weeks 
between Easter a nd Pentecost. 

P rogram ming 
A suggested method of programming 

will be described in detail in next 
month's issue of the Baptist Herald on 
the Insight into Christian Education 

page . 

Group Size 
Six or eight is a good size, but that is 

not to say tha t God doesn' t work wi th 
less or more. 1 f the group does get to 
ten or 12 it is often wise to consider the 
possibility of dividing it. Some churches 
plan to have groups of about eight and 
then at the end of the year, break this 
eight up into two fours and ask each 
four to find four others so that two 
other eights will be fo rmed. 
T he Leader 

On general principles, it is wise for 
the pastor not to be the leader of the 
group. The pastor's function is to train 
leaders. T here are many churches that 
have anywhere from two to ten groups 
where the pastor meets with the leaders 
of the groups regularly instructing them 
in the principles of group leadership and 
Bible study. The pastor, of course, 
needs to be a member of at least one 
group, preferably one o f his parishoners 
where he can be a "lay" and regular 
member. 
When a Group Loses Vitality 

ln order to move back into power and 
effectiveness, set people free to be 
themselves. Let there be no pressuring 
but just relate to them in deep, caring 
love. The leader should be relaxed, let
ting things happen and capitalizing on 
the happenings. There should be lots of 
joy, (Qts o f laughter and lots of fun. 

Sometimes two or three of the group 
who have genuine concern can meet to
gether between meetings, open their 
hearts more deeply to each other, pray 
for the group, hold it up before God 
and then when the time of meeting 
comes they can speak from a greater 
depth to the group. This wi ll often help 
others to speak more deeply. 

If a group seems to be losing interest, 
ask the members to consider the pur
pose of its existence. Why are they 
meeting? What is their goal? It may 
happen that a group discovers it has 
served its purpose. In such a case, it is 
well to disband for a time until a need 
for such fe llowship again becomes a p
parent, as it usually does. Do not con
tinue a group just for the sake of con
tinuance! 

One of the most important and ex
citing tasks of a group is for its 
members to affirm one another. Most 
of us are well aware of our shortcom
ings. We frequen tly condemn ourselves. 
We need others to affirm us and to 
point out our gifts . God has given gifts 
to everyone. Our tendency is to be 
afraid to use them (Matt. 25:25). It is 
exciting to take time to think of and 
d iscover the gifts of each member. Try 
spending part of an evening directed 
toward one member each saying in turn 
what he believes is this particular per
son's gift; then let him respond as to 
what he feels is his gift or gifts . 
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Reflections 
Green Lake 

Anticipating God 's blessings at the 1977 
Green Lake N .A .B. Family C onference began 
at the 1974 N.A.B. Family Conference at 
Estes Pa rk , because we were thankful fo r 
experiences shared there. Renewing acquain
tances, sharing in the restful atmosphere of 
the Green Lake facilities and selecting 
scheduled learning oppo rtunities provided ex
citing a nd meaningful involvements. 

Learning options selected were good; we 
could not get involved in a ll o f them. Dr. 
Draewell's seminary sharing and clear Bi ble 
studies on " God 's Pattern for Kingdom 
Growth " challenged o ur hearts. Dorothy 
Norma n was a blessing to us as she led in the 
singing; we enjoy singing the "Mustard 
Seed" chorus. Our girls d id come to life dur
in~ the evening sessions when the missio nary 
c~1ldren participated in the skits, singing and 
shde presentations. Children's Center activ
ities provided good learning options fo r the 
girl~ and freed mom a nd dad for morning 
sessions. Greatly anticipated was the contact 
with four missionary families plus N.A .B. 
Conference wor kers; this was an exceptiona l 
opportunity in the li fe of a family from a 
smaller church . World Team Tennis will nev
er reach the heights of fellowship attained by 
the George Baab-Harold Lang (Africa) and 
Connie Salios-Milton Luginbuhl (USA) duos 
on the blistering courts (I 00 ° + ) of G reen 
Lake. How many people get an oppo rtunity 
to meet their missionaries on the tennis 
court? 

God 's power through praying Christ ians 
was repeatedly evidenced in sharing by mis
sionaries, Conference workers and con
ferees; it was good to participate in N.A.B. 
f~mily prayer requests during the lakeside 
sing an~ share time. Dr. Schilke 's visionary 
exhortau on from Isaiah 54:2 fi tt ingly chal
lenged and concl uded the Friday evening ser
vice. 

We cannot sa y that the conference con
cluded, for it lingers in our minds as we 
re flect on a week o f experiences that en
larg~d'. lengthened and strengthened our ap
preciation o f and involvement with the 
N.A.B. family, a part of the family of God . 

- Milton, Gaye, Vanessa and Heather 
L uginbuhl of Trenton, IL. 

Our Family's 
Impressions Of 
The Green Lake 
Family Conference 

O ur pla ns to attend the 1977 Green La ke 
Family Con ference began when the da tes 
were anno unced at the Triennial Con ference 
in Ponland last July. Because o f the pleasant 
memories o f a past experience in these a l
read~ fam il iar surroundings, our family, in
cluding two teenagers, was eager a nd confi
dent in antic ipating this vacat ion. 

As we were comfortably located in one of 
the trailer sites, we were again over-awed by 
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Boating, swimming and sunning were 
some recreational choices at the con· 
ference. 

Wii iia Potratz, member of the 
program planning committee, 
announced another Family Con· 
ference for 1980. 

the variety and beauty o f God's creat ion 
among the I , 100 acres o f Assembly grounds. 

As fo r recreation, everyone's pla ns for 
gol f, tennis, swimming, boating, cera mics, 
tower climbing and bike hikes materialized, 
hot weather no twithstanding. 

Tha nks to the program committee, there 
was an idea l balance of scheduled acti vi ties 
a nd free time; this offered us st imula ting 
growth in all areas: physically. socially. men
ta lly, and spiri tually. 

O ur Conference theme of Isa . 54: 1-2 was 
skillfully int egrated into Dr. Draewell's daily 
Bible studies from Acts. A healthy frustration 
emerged occasionally, when trying to decide 
which elective session to choose from among 
the variety offered. As a new member of the 
Board of Missions, I was per haps most g ra ti
fi ed and impressed with the comprehensive, 
first-ha nd presenta tions by representatives on 
fu rlough from each of our four overseas mis
sion fields. In addition, we were brought up
to-date with reports from members of our 
N.A .B. Con ference Staff. These eve ni ng ses
sions with our missiona rjes and Confere nce 
Workers had a family appea l. 

As a family, we felt that ours was a vaca
tion with a diffe rence. As campers on the 
grounds, for a nominal program fee we 
a~ded a learning and fellowship experlence 
w1th o~r N.A.B . Conference family who 
share w11 h us 10 a common commitment to 
Christ a nd h is work. 

O ne disappointment: We had so much 
looked forward to seeing many, ma ny more 
of you . Hope to see you in 1980! 

- Verna, A l, Sherry (16) and 
Trevor (13) Peter; 
For/ Richmond, Winnipeg, MB. 

Jeanine and Wiifred Weick 
and family, missionaries to 
Japan, challenged us concern· 
Ing our work In Japan. Wiiiiam and Elsie Jeschke led t,..o 

sessions on communication In 1 ~• 
home. 

Richard Russell, In action, was director o f planned 
recreation: golf and shuffleboard tournaments. 

A Lakeside Gathering 
T hursday evening the confere nce spe nt ti me 

by the la ke in p rayer for various persons in 
our N. A .B. Conference . 

A t the lakeside ser vice, Mrs. Kathy M ille r, 
Watertown , W I, shared tha t one goal they 
had fo r the Green Lake Fam ily Conference 
was to spend t ime together as a family. The 
highlight fo r them came as th ey hi ked 
through the woods. Halfwa y, they stopped at 
~he C hapel in the P ines where they spent time 
m family devotions. Russell Miller, her hus
band, had earlier shared wit h the group how 
the emphasis of Dr. Draewell's Bible study in 
Acts 4:29 had been his own personal experi
ence. He had asked for "boldness in wit ness
ing," and the next day the Lord answered 
th is prayer by leading him to someone who 
wanted to know how to find Christ as Sav io r. 

1977 

ence. 

Henry Ramus, conference coordinator, 
reported 174 registered: 125 adults, 20 
youth and 29 children, and a mission of· 
ferlng of $796.75. 

Marg and Harold Lang and family, just returned from Nigeria, 
told of experiences at Hiiicrest School and enlightened us 
about Nigeria. 

Another couple expressed how this week 
was a n opportunity to grow closer to each 
other and to C hrist. 

He rbert and J:.s ther Se1pke l rom urosse 
Point e Ba ptist Church in Michigan related 
the fo llowi ng: " We had the privilege of being 
at a ll Fam ily Conferences at Green Lake, WI , 
and at Estes Park. We enjoyed th is confer
ence the most. T he program with the mis
sionaries and Dr. Draewell as speakers was 
excellent; the quality of presentations was 
greater. Though the conference was not. as 
well a t tended we did not have the quantlly, 
the q uality w~s greater. T he only disappoint
ment was that there were not more people 
here. The largest grou p from. one ch~rch was 
that from Grosse Pointe with 36 in atten-
dance ." . 

Another shared: " It was a rare opportunity 
to fellowship wit h missionary families fo r a 
week . T here was real anticipation to hear the 
reports about the Seminary and to hear the 
Bible Studies from Dr. Draewell." 

~ 
·P ...._.,_ 

r .~b1. · ... _.

Everetl Barker led Family Money Management 
seminars each day. Alfred Weisser assisted In an Es· 
tale Planning workshop. 

Connie Sallas sharing wlttl the Miiier family 
from Watertown after his mission worshops. 

God's Pattern 
For Growth 
Dr. David Draewell, Bible study speaker, 
from North American Baptist Seminary, 
brought thought-provoking messages each 
morning. He used an acrostic, G ROWTH: 
God Reconciling our World to himself, to 
define God's pattern for growth. 

He emphasized various areas in the daily 
Bible studies: 

I) Growth and our giving: John and Peter 
gave what they had and gave in the name of 
Jesus (Acts 3). 

2) Growth and our praying: God 's working 
is not dependent on imperfect people but on 
a perfect God; God gives more than a person 
asks fo r; this is demonstrated in the early 
church' s experiences in prayer (Acts 4 and 
14). 

3) Growth and our witnessing: P hilip (Acts 
8) a) was prepared to witness: He had . t.he 
moral , spiritual a nd prawcal qualmes 
necessary. He also b) was sensitive to God's 
direction. He developed a greater responsive
ness to the Spirit by saying , "yes." c) His 
witness was offered without respect to per
sons. d) Philip showed interest in the person 
first; then stayed with the Word . e) Ta lk.ed 
about Jesus . I) Witnessing was a way of h fe 
for Philip. . 

4) G rowth and our experiences of tesung: 
From Acts 16 we learned that all testing doe.s 
not come from God; most comes from ~vii 
men. Although God doesn't a lways bnng 
testing, he a lways understands a nd is in co~
trol of testing; he understands because of his 
experiences in testing . . Testing .can ma.k~ a 
difference in our lives; It can bring Chnsuan 

growth. 

Mission Education 
IN THE HOME 

Rev. C. Salios gave ten suggestions for 
educating ourselves and our children in mis
sions today: I) Help teach missions in local 
church through S.S. a nd V .B.S.; 2) Have 
missions a priority in your personal a ttitude 
and way of life; 3) Entertain missionaries in 
your home; 4) W rite letters to missionaries; 
5) Put missionary pictures on your home 
bulletin board; 6) Encourage the reading of 
missionary biographies; make them available; 
7) Talk about missions a t your table; 8) G ive 
to missions and be sure your children know 
you do and why; Encourage them to give; 9) 
Pray. for missionaries as a family; if not every 
day, set aside one hour a week to pray and 
share as a family in the home; 10) Christian 
magazines, books, pictures and plaques in the 
home help to give missions proper emphasis; 
give gift subscriptions to the BAPTIST 
HERA LD to put missions in front of people. 

IN THE CHURCH 
The biblical basis for mission education is 
found in Deuteronomy 6, where Moses !Old 
the people to teach their children at home, 
away, resting, awake, keeping the instructions 
always before them; in other words, at every 
possible opportunity. Mission education in 
the church is for all ages, not just the chil
dren. It should be an essential learning 
period, not an option. 

Ask yourself: !) What are you doing as a 
church, specifically? 2) Who is doing it? 3) 
What would you like to do, or see done? 4) 
Who should do it? Mission education should 
be planned a year at a time, perhaps laying it 
out on a calendar, with a different field and 
area for each month . 

MISSIONARY 
OPPORTUNITIES TODAY 

There is a great need for theologically
trained men on all our mission fields toda y, 
because the national pastors need someone to 
help them with their responsibilities. 

W hy is there a shortage today of pastors 
both for churches at home and for missions? 
Perhaps the a ffl uence of society has deafened 
ears to hear God's call; perhaps the pressures 
faced by a pastor of today discourage young 
people; in the past we' ve always had plenty. 
This is the first year there have been no can
didates for the mission field for full-time 
theological service. 

Pray for laborers, and encourage your 
young people to hear God 's call . There are 
still approximately three billion people in the 
world to be reached. 

(Kathy Miller, reporter) 0 
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'NEST EDMONTON, AB, CHLRCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by Len E. Johnson 

Jesus said, "I will build my church," a nd the realiza
tion that it is "He" who is continuing to build , g ives us 
ince ntive and motivation to cooperate with him . It is 
J esus who is at work in the hea rts and lives of his peo
ple, expanding the churc h into new communities. 

T he Westland Baptis t C hurch is located in the west 
end of Edmonton, which is one of the fas test growing 
areas of the city. The population of this area is 11,000 
people, with expected growth to 18,000 by 1978, a nd 
projected to 60,000 in ten yea rs . At the present there a re 
no churches o f any deno minatio n in th e a rea, thus the 
opportunity for growth is great. 

Bible s tudies, pra yer a nd pla nning meetings have been 
taking place each week in various homes since June. 
Through these meetings a nucleus of committed C hris
t i~ns .is being formed into a core group to supp ly the 
d irec t10n a nd d yna mics to the W estla nd Bap tist C hurch . 

The fi rst services of Westland Bap tis t C hurch were a 
Sunday school program a nd a worship service on Sep
tember 11. The services a re be ing held in the local 
school. A strong Bib le teaching p rogra m by o ur Sunda y 
schoo l, head~d by M r. H enry Edwards, is seeking to 
ground them m the Word o f God. 

T here are 15 fa.milie s who have given a positive re
sp?n se to become involved in the work. A warm fe llo w
ship has d eveloped within the group , a nd with Mr. Jim 
G lover as m od erato r, we a re excited a nd enthused with 
t he p rospects o f this young c hurch. 

The Rev . Len Johnso n, formerly of McKerna n Baptis t 
C ? u rch , Edm onton, who previo usly had been working 
with the group , beca m e the pasto r o f this new church on 

Septem ber 15. Rev. Johnso n, his wife, The lma a nd the ir 

child ren wi ll mo ve fro m their present ho me a~d ta ke up 
residence in the ne w a rea. 

"I tha n k m y God in a ll m y remembra nce of yo u . .. . 
in view o f yo ur parti c i p~t ion . in the gospel" (Phil. 1 :3- 5 ) . 
Jus t as t he people o f P h 11Jp p1 sha red thro ugh the ir fina n
cial suppo rt, you too a re a b le to pa rtic ipate in the wo rk 
of C hris t in the Weslla nd Baptist C hurc h by sending 
you r g ift to the North A m erican Baptis t C o n ference In
terna tio na l Office a nd d esign ate it for "Westla nd Baptis t 
C hurch ." 0 

The Rev. Len Johnson is the pastor of Westland Baptist 
Church, West Edmonton, AB. 
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Pastor and Mrs. Len E. Johnson 

Bible study group meeting at the parsonage. 

The parsonage served both as church office and meeting place. 

Spawning New Churches 
(Continued f rom page 8) 

in 1952, Calvary was involved in pl _ . 
1 1 

. a nt 
mg new c 1urc 1es in the Pacific North
wes t. 

Recognizing the spi rit ua l needs of the 
ma ny thousands o f people, who were 
crow~ i ng into the Federal Defense 
Ho using a reas of Tacoma in 1944 our 
church took action to purchase ' land 
located a t the end o f the Salishan Hous
ing Project and opened the " Portland 
Avenue Chapel. " T his new outreach 
ministry gradua lly developed fro m a 
Sunday school sta tus until it beca me a 
fully o rga nized church in 1958, known 
as the Port land Avenue Baptist Church . 
The parent church transferred 35 mem
bers and a ll propert ies to this new off
spring at that time. During the past t 9 
years, it has been a great joy to watch 
the spiritua l and numerical growth o f 
our daughter church. 

After the Conference Church Exten
sion program was establ ished in 1952 
the Calvary Baptist, Portland Avenu~ 
Baptist and Startup Baptist Churches 
were grea tly challenged by the popula
tion growth in the greater Seattle area. 
This in terest , a long with the vision and 
support provided by the Pacific North
west Associatio n, led these churches to 
look for a needy, growing, unchurched 
area in which to plant another N.A.B. 
church. 

It seemed that the Lord was d irecting 
these churches to Renton, a growing 
community jus t a few miles southeast of 
Seatt le a nd 30 miles northeast of Ta
coma . It wasn't long before the Lord 
supplied a location and a pastor to 
begin a new Church Extension project. 
This ministry, which began in 1961, de
veloped in to the Sierra Heights Baptis t 
Church of Renton. It was received into 

The Rev. Edgar B. Wesner is pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Tacoma, WA . 

Calvary Baptis t Church 

Olympic View Baptist Church 

the Pacific Northwest Association in 
1962. 

Now there were four N.A .B. churches 
in the Puget Sound area . These churches 
in cooperation with four o ther churches 
in the eastern part of the Pacific 
Northwest Associa tion (Odessa, Spo
kane, Colfax a nd Missoula) formed a 
Church Extension Committee which 
cont inued to search for other promising 
areas in which to spawn new churches. 
The Calvary Baptist Church, through its 
representatives, played a large, sup
porting roll on this committee, because 
it was the largest church in the Associa
tion a nd most capable of giving finan
cial support to possible new churches. 
In fact , Calvary Baptis t began to vote 
sizeable amounts of money in to its bud
get each year, specifically designated to 
the Northwest Church Extension Com
mittee for the purpose o f establishing 
new churches. 

The Cypress Baptist Church of 
Lynnwood, WA, (North Sean le) was the 
next project to be developed . Calvary 
Baptist ga ve support with people and 
finances , along with the o ther a rea 

N.A.B. churches. This work had a good 
start in an expanding neighborhood. It 
developed a nd grew very rapidly. A 
pastor was called, property was pur
chased and a bui lding constructed 
within a relatively short time. The 
Cypress Baptist Church was received 
into the Pacific Northwest Association 
in 1965. 

The a bove projects were followed in 
rather quick succession with the estab
lishment and development of severa l 
more N.A.B. churches in the P uget 
Sound area. The Evergreen Ba ptist 
Church of Renton was added to our 
Paci fic Northwest Association in 1966. 
The Valley View Baptist Church of 
Evereu fo llowed in 1969, and the 
Hazelwood Baptist Church of Auburn 
in 1972. Other attempts were made to 
develop Church Extension projects 
which d id not materia lize or succeed, 
but valuable knowledge and experience 
were gained from these efforts . 

Then in 1971, a group of mem bers 
from the Calvary Baptist Church, living 
on the west side of Tacoma, began a 
weekly Bible study. This endeavor grew 
in interest and number, so that by 
spring of 1972 it became established as 
a Church Extension project , and a pas
tor was called . Again Calvary Baptist 
contr ibuted 26 members and a goodly 
number of young people to th is project, 
which was received into the Pacific 
Northwest Association as the Olympic 
View Baptist C hurch that same year. It 
has continued to show ra pid growth and 
development in a very challenging com
munity. 

How has this spa wning of new 
churches in the Pacific Northwest af
fec ted the Calvary Baptist Church? As a 
result o f its interest, support and in
volvement in Church Extension minis
tries , our church has grown larger, weal
thier and more spi ritually influential in 
its witness for Christ in the community 
and Association. It now sta nds at its 
highest point in membership (509) and 
budget ($104,835). Calvary has re
located ( 1959), doubled its Christian 
educationa l facilities (1965), doubled its 
off st reet parking (1 974), added another 
full-time sta ff member, and acquired a 
second pa rsonage (1975). 

The blessings of the additional fellow
ship among the nine churches now in 
the Puget Sound area is most inspiring. 
Our N.A.B . churches in this area can 
promote minist ries never a ttempted be
fore in youth activ ities , evangelism , mis
sions a nd the spawning of more Ch urch 
Extension projects . Does it pay for a 
church to rea lly get involved in Church 
Extension? It not only pays, but the 
d ividends resulting are, both physically 
a nd spiritually, beyond all expecta
tions. 0 
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ONE YEAR IN RETIREMENT 
by William Hoover 

Recently we observed our first an n i
versary of retirement from the active 
pastorate ! In prospect, forty-three years 
in the active mini stry and evangelism 
would seem like an eternity, but in re
trospect, it is but a dream! One feels 
like the li ttle g irl , who on her fourth 
birthday said, "How come I was three 
yesterday, a nd am four years o ld to
day?" How true are the words of the 
song writer, "Life is li ke a summer day; 
even o ur Ii fe's longest day, fades swiftl y 
into night. Oh, how soon the time w ill 
flee, that the Lo rd gave to me." 

S unday, May 23, 1976, was destined 
to be the climactic day agreed upon by 
pastor and church to consummate my 
active pastorate of forty-th ree years and 
the minis try at t he S un kis t Baptist 
Church of Anaheim, CA. This event 
was in conjunction with the Tenth An
niversary of the ch urch. The church 
spa red no efforts nor cost in prepara
tion to give this occasion a worthy com
mem~ration. Manifold were the happy 
surprises that they lavished upo n pastor 
and wife, which have left their indelible 
impressions upon our memory. Thanks 
be to God for the appreciative people at 
the Sunkist Baptist Church of A naheim 1 

The first major endeavour as a retired 
pastor and wife w_as launching a trip by 
motor-home, which was destined to 
cover l 2,500 miles and to last five 
months. We followed the West Coast 
visiting N .A .B. churches en route' 
fo_rmer churc~ members, and man; 
friends. An enJoyable time of fe llowship 
was spent at Capita l Manor, Salem, 
OR, with the Rev. a nd Mrs. H.G. Dym
mel and the Rev . Eric Kuhn, who is su
perintendent of the home. This was fol
lowed by a vis it to the Portland Baptist 
Manor and then the Evergreen Baptist 
Home a t White Rock, BC, where we 
had a delightful vis it with Pas tor Phillip 
Daum, a retiree of the home. 

A Sunday spent with the Rev. Kla us 
Hildebrandt and hi s dear people at 
German Zion Baptis t Church , Edmon
ton, AB, res ulted in an inspirational 
time o f fellowship. 

The Sunday morning of J uly 4 th was 
spent wi th the Rev. Morley Schu ltz a nd 
hi s co ng regat ion at Centra l Baptis t 
C hurch, Yorkton, SK. The Good Spirit 
Lake Baptis t Camp, north of Spring
s ide, SK , was our next engagement for a 
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week of services at the Family Camp. 
The mo rnings were spen t in Bible study 
o n "Successful Family Life, " and the 
theme for the even ing services was 
"Evangelist ic Emphasis in the Church's 
Program." The beau tiful fac ilities o f 
the Camp a re a tangible testimony of 
the faith o f God's people in act ion. It 
makes yo u justifiably proud to be a part 
o f the N.A.B. family ! 

What is it like to be a 
retired pastor? How much 
time is there for relaxation 
and recreation? Is it bor
ing? Here is a testimony 
from a pastor who is re
tired. 

Following a request by Fai th Baptist 
C hu rch , Regina, S K, the S unday of July 
18th was spent wit h God's people in 
that church. God's Spirit was so eviden t 
that so ul s were saved a nd a reviva l 
witnessed a m ong hi s people. 

A week and two Sundays were spent 
in a cooperative endeavor with thirt een 
churches in Winni peg, MB. At the final 
service over two thousand people were 
presen t. The Rev. and Mrs. H enry Goli
ath were o ur congenia l hosts for that 
week. 

O ur next week of meet ings was with 
Oakridge Bapt ist C hurch, St. Joseph, 
M I, in October. Pastor Oscar Fritzke 
and his wife were most cooperative in 
laying t he ground work for these meet
ings, a training min istry for personal 
evangelism. The meet ings at Oakridge 
Bapt ist Church also gave us the oppor
tunit y to vis it our daug hter a nd her 
fam ily, plus the many fr ie nds o f o ur 
former pastorate at the Napier Park 
view Baptist Church . 

After five months on the road, we 
were homeward bound to Fullerton, 
CA, jus t in time to escape the inc lement 
weather and d rastic changes of climate. 

Having ministered in the North 
A merican Baptis t Conference for over 
forty years bu t never vis ited or spo ken 
in any of o ur Texas churches, Mrs . 
Hoover and I s tarted out on J an. 18th 
of this yea r on a trip to Florida via 
Texas . Our first stop was Phoenix, AZ, 
where we vis ited many friends who 

Pastor and Mrs. Wm. Hoover In front of their 
motor-home at Lorraine, KS. 

come as "winter bi rds" to thi s a rea. We 
were impressed with our new Church 
Extension group, known as the Thun
derbird Baptist C hurch, Jed by their 
energetic pastor Lanny J ohnson. T his 
cou ld become a very promising field, 
and I wou ld covet your prayers and 
gifts for them. 

In Dallas, TX, we vis ited North H ig h
lands Baptist Church, arriving just in 
time to participate in the evening ser
vice, Sunday n ight. We have beautiful 
property here and a wonderful new area 
of opportunit y. 

A t Waco, TX, we met t he Rev. Rich
ard Lord and his wi fe a nd enjoyed their 
congenia l hospitality. Then we drove on 
to Greenvine Baptist Church, Burton, 
TX, where I spoke at the Wednesday 
night prayer serv ice. W e tried to en
courage the people with the Word, 
knowing that they a re pastorless. 

H aving fr iends at Weslaco, TX , we 
learned of our Central Valley Baptis t 
Church at D o nna, TX, nearby. We were 
visitors in the morning service and heard 
an in spi ring message by t heir pastor, the 
Rev. James Harris . 

We briefly met the Rev. Jakob K li ng
enberg in H ouston, TX, and then went 
on to Mowata, LA, where our Confer
ence has a lovely church edifice in the 
country . Speaking at their prayer ser 
vice, I was able to thank them personal
ly for thei r most helpfu l contribution of 
rice which was sent to Europe in 1946. 
A wonderful time of fe llowship was en
joyed in the Bieber's home. 

From here we were Florida-bound, 
where we were privileged to vis it re la
tives and many former chu rch members. 
It was good to meet in the home of a 
former co-worker, t he Rev. and Mrs . A. 
H usmann, with whom I had had six 
evangelistic campaigns and who is now 
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PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

The 
Testamentary 
Trust-
How It Works 
by Alfred Weisser 

The testamentary trust (a trust created by 
your will) is a useful device in estate planning 
to 1ake advantage of 1ax laws as provided by 
1hc In1crnal Revenue Code. It can be applied 
10 cs1atcs of $175,000 and over, depending on 
1hc needs, wishes and living standards of 1he 
people involved. 

Our courts have held that it is the duty of 
a person to arrange his affairs in such a way 
1hat he and his estate will not pay unneces
sary taxes. To implement the testamentary 
1rus1, the husband and wife need separate 
wills providing for such a trust. The property 
is then divided by separate ownership or 
1enancy in common (one half 10 each 
spouse). The trust, however, does not become 
active until after the death of the first spouse. 

The surviving spouse may be the trustee of 
the trust with the right of supervision of the 
investment and income. He or she receives 
the income from the trust as long as the sur
vivor lives, and after 1he second deat h the 
trust assets pass to the chi ldren or to 
whomever designa1ed . It is assured for the 
children, or as designated, and cannot be 
passed to a future husband, wife or anyone 
else. The su rvivi ng spouse may also receive 
from the corpus (principle) of 1he trust (5) 
percent or $5,000.00 annually, whichever is 
greater. 

A secondary trustee is needed- a well 
trusted individual who has the welfare of the 
fami ly at heart. He has control of the corpus 
(principle) of the trust to remove it from the 
estate for federa l estate tax savings. He may 
allow the surviving spouse to invade the prin
ciple of the trust for emergencies, or to live 
as he or she has been accustomed to live , but 
not to allow the use of the principle of the 
testamentary trust as long as their own share 
of the estate is not used . The surviving 
spouse may leave the trust earnings in the 
1rus1 and may also gradually put his or her 
own estate into the testamentary trust to 
eli minate liabili ty for estate taxes. Because 
each person has a $30,000 federal 1ax credit, 
the survivor can retain approximately 
$120,000 or morc ·in the estate without incur
ring estate taxes. This retained amount is lef1 

Divide the Estate Into Separa1e Ownership for Tax Purposes 
HUSBAND WIFE 

$100,000.00 $100,000.00 
5,000.00 last ill ness & 5,000.00 last illness & 

funeral funeral 
95,000.00 

5,000.00 settlement expenses 
90,000.00 

21,000.00 1entati ve tax 
30,000.00 tax credit 

-0- no tax due 

I/lust ration of a $200,000 Estate 
When 1he husband dies first, the estate 1ax, 

allowing for 1he full mari tal deduc1ion, is 
zero. When 1he wife dies 1he tax is $24,800. 
The $24,800 can be saved in esta1e taxes, plus 
savings in S1ate Inheritance Taxes, probate 
and legal fees with proper planning. 

The Rev. Alfred Weisser is estate pla1111i11g 
co1111selor. He lives in Sio11x Falls, SD. 

95,000.00 
5,000.00 settlement expenses 

90,000.00 

21,000.00 tentative tax 
30,000.00 tax credit 

-0- no tax due 

after deducting such final expenses as burial, 
legal fees. medical , e1c. 

If gi fts are given while living to hei rs or 
quali fied charitable organizations, to the ex-
1ent tha1 es1ate taxes are no longer a prob
lem, 1hc wills should be revi sed to eliminate 
the provisions of the 1es1amentary trust. Yo~r 
will should be reviewed annually to sec 1 f tt 

s1i ll meets your needs, any change in heirs, 
giving interests, size of the estate and tax law 
changes . 

Any gift to a qualified charitable organiza
tion is deductible from the estate for tax pur
poses. It is recommended that a percentage 
be given to the Lord's work or to heirs in
stead of a specified amount. Percentages are 
always available if anything is left, but stated 
amou nts may not be. Larger estates may give 
$25,000 to $50,000 or more to the Lord's 
work at a reduced cost to the heirs because 
the federa l estate tax scale ranges from 
(I8-70o/o), and the gift cost will be reduced 
accordingly. In addition, when assets are 
taken out of the estate for tax purposes, there 
may be capital gains tax savings and, if 
placed in a Charitable Remainder Trust, can 
cam approximately 8 percent annually for 
life. 

Neither the au thor, the publisher, nor this 
organization is engaged in rendering legal or 
tax advisory service. The advice of a compe
tent attorney, or other professional person 
well versed in estate planning, should be 
sought so the requirements of the laws in 
various states be met and the advantages of 
the testamentary trust be fully utilized . D 

There's 
Will-Wisdom 

• 1n a 
Teslamenlar~ Trusl 

(A Trust Created by Will) 

Advantages 
I. F lexibi lity. 
2. Estate Tax Savings. 
3. Benefits to Family and God's wo rk. 
4. P rovision for minor children. 
5. Management of Assets. 

Write today for the b rochure. ''There's 
Will-Wisdom in a Testamentary Trust," 
and learn more about this flexib le vehicle. 

r
le-;s-e--;~~d-l~-f~-r~~;;;~-;;~;;di-;~~-- -----

0 "There's Will-Wisdom in a 
Testamentary Trust." 

D I would like a personal contact without 
cost or obligation to me. 

Address•- - - - - --------

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North American 
Baptist Conference, I So. 210 Summit Ave., 
Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park , IL 60I81 
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= = WEDDING ANNIVERSA RI ES 
Mr. and Mrs. Jelinek of Edmon ton, 

AB, celebrated their 65 th wedding an
niversary, July 16, 1977, a nd also Mr. 
Jelinek's 90th birthday with an open 
house. They have been members of Cen
tral Baptist C hurch since 1931. 

= ;.; 
= = ·-= ii 
t? 

i ;.; .. 
= = 

The 50th wedding anniversary of Mr. 
and Mrs. M. J. Schnabel of Ashley, 
ND, was observed at Ashley Baptist 
Church on July JO, 1977. 

BILLINGS, MT. The annual Central 
Dakota-Montana Association convened 
in the convention facilit ies of the 
Ramada Inn, June 30-July 3, with 
Calvary Baptist Church a nd their 
pastor, the Rev. Alvin Auch, as hosts. 

"Tha t Exhilarating Joy" was the 
theme for the workshops a nd the mes
sages by the guest speaker, the Rev. 
Connie Sa lios, associa te secretary for 
stewardship. Mr. and Mrs. Ron Stoller 
and son , missionaries, Japan, gave us a 
view of the homes and cities of Japan 
and helped us see a nd feel the needs of 
the individual persons living in that 
culture. 

One hundred and seventeen delegates 
were registered with addit iona l guests. 
The joy of the Lord was expressed in 
many ways, including the service 
avenues of church ex tension a nd mis
sions through the financial budget. Two 
new avenues of service have been 
opened to us, namely, Century Baptist 
Church in north Bisma rck, ND, and the 
new work in south Fargo, ND. 

The officers elected for the 1977-78 
association year are moderator , the Rev. 
Edward Oster ; vice moderator, Mr. 
Floyd Roehl; recording secreta ry, M rs. 
Mary Lou Brenner; a nd t reasurer, M r. 
Art Buchwitz. (Mrs . Wm. C. G iedt.) 

GRA "ID FORKS, "liD. The Northern 
Dakota Association convened June 
23-25 at Grace Baptist Church whose 
gracious hospitality was app;eciated. 
The Rev. Robert Penner was host pas
tor., We witnessed the presence and 
spmt of the Lord in our midst during 
these days . 

The theme, "A More Excellen t 
Way, " I Cor. 12:31, was fo llowed 
through with messages on "The Way Is 
Love," "The Way o f Missio ns," " The 
Way of Worship," "The Way o f Stew
ardship," "The Way o f Comm itment " 
and "The Way to Walk." G uest 
s peakers and Con ference workers in
cluded: Dr. G. K. Zimmerman, N.A.B. 
executive secreta ry, Oakbrook Terrace, 
IL; the Rev. and Mrs . Edwin Michel
son , Cameroon; the Rev. Clarence 
Walth, North Cent ra l area secretary; 
Melvin Bergstresser , family counselor, 
Winnipeg, MB, and Lloyd Omdahl, 
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professor, University of North Dakota. 
Mr. Arthur Johnson, moderator, pre

sided at the sessions. 
The youth presented an excellent 

musical program Friday evening. Slides 
of N.A.B. Seminary were also shown . 
T he Rev. Adine Harsch was in charge. 
Mrs. Edwin Michelson spoke a t the 
ladies ba nquet on Saturday a nd Melvin 
Bergstresser at the men's banquet. The 
closing session of the Associatio n in
cluded insta llation o f new officers by 
the Rev. C larence Walth and an im
press ive communio n service with the 
Rev. Robert Penner, in charge. 

The newly elected moderator is the 
Rev. Douglas Sathren, Harvey, ND. 
The Association for 1978 is scheduled 
for Minot. (Mrs . Frank Unruh, associa
tion reporter.) 

PRI NCE R UP ERT, BC . Pastor Doug 
Kellough recently baptized four believers 
at Bethel First Baptist Church. The ser
mon was "The Meaning of Baptism " 
Colossians 2. I t emphasized the sy~
bolism of baptism by immersion tha t 
they were dying to sin and rising to new 
life in Jesus Chri st. The service was a 
valuable witness to many family mem
bers and fri ends who were present fo r 
the event. The church, dually aligned 
with both the Bapt ist Union of Western 
Canada a nd the North American Baptist 
Conference, has a membership of sixty 
(forty-eight resident members) and a n 
average morning attendance of over 
eighty persons. Pastor Kellough has the 
joy o f bui ld ing on the previous ministry 
of the Rev. Wilf H igh field who is now 
pastoring in Nipawin, SK. The church is 
planning to begin s tudying and applying 
Biblical evangelis m this fa ll a nd expects 
to have more bapt ized in faith in Jesus 
Chris t! 

WESTBA"llK. BC. On June 5 a pprox
imately 700 persons gathered a t Green 
Bay Baptist Camp to participate in the 
officia l dedication of a recently com
pleted lodge. This new facili ty is fully 
winterized and can accommodate up to 
128 campers in 16 sites , each complete 
with private washroom faci lit ies. This 
lodge is the culmina ti on of several years 
of planning and a year o f construction. 
Most of the construction was carried 
out by volu nteer effort provided by 
members a nd friends of churches of the 
British Columbia Association. 

Among those pa rti cipating in the fes
tivities was Premier Bill Bennett , who 
a lso happens to be a neighbor of the 
camp. The dedication message was de
livered by Prof. W. Muller, N.A.B.C. 
He challenged his audience to prepare 
for ch.ange, inclu~ing changes resulting 
from mcreased leisure time. As C hris
tians, we have a part icular responsibil ity 

to use leisure time to God's glo ry. 
With the completi on of th is lodge, 

our camp has taken an importan t step 
in our long-range plans to operate the 
camp as a year-round camp a nd con
ference center. During the nex t two 
months th e enti re cam p was buzzing 
with activi ties . An estimated 1,000 per
sons were involved in the various camp
ing programs. (Bi ll Hemerl ing, camp 
board chairman.) 

DALLAS , OR . On July 3, 1977, a 
welcome reception was held for a new 
senior pastor, the Rev. George Breit
kreuz and family. Speaker for the ser
vice was the Rev. Hans. J . Wilcke, 
former pastor o f the chu rch, and now 
Western Area secretary. Representa ti ves 
of the Dallas Ministeria l Association , 
Oregon-Idaho Association , a nd organiz
atio ns of the church welcomed the fam
ily. Mr. Breitkreuz's former pastorate 
was in Jamestown , ND . His fa mily in
cludes his wife , Esther, a daughter a nd 
a son . The Rev. Emma nuel W olff a n
other former pasto r of the church' and 
former area secretary, has been serving 
as interim pas tor for the pas t eight 
months. (Grace Voth, reporter .) 

WINNIP EG , MB. A feas t of music 
was enjoyed during the month of June 
a t McDermot Avenue Baptist Church. 
The young people o f the Manitoba 
Associa tion presented the musical 
"Sha~e," under the direction of M rs'. 
Karoline Lohse, accompa nied by a brass 
and drum ensemble. After receiving 
many requests fo r this fine musical wit h 
a message, it has been presented in 
several Manitoba Churches. 

K~ro~ine also di rected our Children's 
Choir m a mus ical, "They All Sang 
Jesus." 

Our church choir under the leadership 
of Hans Rogalski presented the canta ta 
"The Sound of Singing," by J . w '. 
Peterson. (Alice Parr , reporter.) 

I.A C ROSSE, WI. Young adults who 
attended fai th full y the After-Glow fe l
l~wship following the evening services a t 
Bible Baptist C hurch made a trip to 
Ch icago with Pastor and Mrs . Willia m 
H: Heisler , Jr. The youth visited Moody 
Bible Institute, toured the North 
American Bapt ist Internationa l Office, 
Oakbrook Terrace, a nd visited the 
Museum o f Science and Industry. La
Verne Sam b, reporter.) 

MORRIS, MB. The W.M .S. o f Em
manuel Baptist C hu rch invited ladies 
from the Grant Park and Fon Rich
mond Baptist C hurches to an evening 
entitled, "Fashions of Love." The eve
ning included special m usic, a fashio n 

show o f J 9 wedding gowns owned and 
modeled by our group. We had a guest 
speaker a nd a lso enjoyed a delicious 
lunch. 

Our choirs have been busy. Two spe
cial programs by o ur junior choir a nd a 
cantata by our adult choir were given. A 
musical evening was provided for us by 
McDermot Avenue Bapti st Church . 

Our Pioneer Girls concluded an active 
year with a weekend camp a t L~ke 
Nu timik . A good number of boys, girls 
a nd teens attended our camps in J uly .. 

We have a Church P lanning Commit
tee. T his Committee met weekly during 
the winter taking a n indepth look a t t~e 
purpose and outreach of the church rn 
our communi ty. A number o f sug~es
tio ns were presented to the congregation 
and accepted by them . We w~ll .begin 
meeting again on a regular basis Ill the 
Fall . Our pastor is the Rev. Bruno Voss. 
(Mrs. C. Bergstresser, reporter. ) 

Plff\'C E ( ;EOl~G E. BC. The Fort 
George Ba ptist Church welcomed. t_he 
delegates and guests of the 28th British 
Columbia Association. In large letters 
the theme, "Equipped fo r Service," was 
mounted o n the fron t wall o f the sane-

d M Y 19-22 to hear tuary as we gathere a J 
messages by our guest speakers, Dr. : 

·ct t N A B College, Sonnenberg, pres1 en , · · · 
the Rev. Ray Harsch, direc~o.r o_f evan-

r N A B Church M1 111smes De-
ge ism, . . . d ' z·o lkowski 
panment· and Miss Ar ice 1 ' 
dean of '~omen , N.A.B. Colleg~. was 

O n Satu rday morning a ll busmes~ f 
tra nsacted under the good leaderMship .0 

the vice m oderator, Mr. Ron artm '. 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Vancouver, 

h R R Hohensee, 
the m oderator, t e ev · · . nd 
became ill a fte r the opening service : 
could no longer participate. The ev · 
H . Wilcke, Western Area secretary, was 

. . ·o us ways a nd 
Present servrng m van 

• · of the Con-directed a good presenta tion d 
ference Ministries. The 1977-78 bu_ glelyt 

· · espec1a fo r the Association Ministry, . d 
. reatl y increase Chu rch Extension, was g 

10 a total o f_ $39, I 00.00. f ed ifying fel-
W e experienced days 0 · 

lows hip. All who atte~ded were spir
. . h d (Ervin Strauss, re-11ually enn c e . 
porter) 

Pl{l'\CE l{l'l'El{T . HC. Pasto r Doug 
d . ed in to the C hris

Kellough was or am 
1 1 

First Baptist 
tian minist ry by B~I~= service was led 
C hurch on June 12 · . pastor Bap
by the Rev. L~r'.Y Kh~~~e~,al so ga~e the 
tist C hu rch, K11imat, Art Sweet 
ordination prayer. Dleaco ndination cx-

h rt o f t 1e or . 
gave t e repo . the Baptist 
a mi ning council held . a 1 SK The sc-

. Regina · 
u _nion ConvendtlOn, I c dire~1 ion of Mrs. 
nio r choir, un er t 1 

Roy (Gloria) Hooper, sang. f Sys-
Dr. M. R. Cherry, pro fe~sor ~ca n of 

temat ic Theology and associate 

J EAN NORMA !ARCH ER) FABA, Lewiston, NY, died 
March IS. 1977, at age 47. She was 1hc wife of Rev. H arold 
Faba, pas1oral counselor, Niagara Falls Community Mental 
Hcahh Ccnicr. She was born in Buffalo . NY. daugh1cr of 
James and Bessie (BctJcrman) Archer. Tcmpk Baplist 
Church. Buffalo; graduated from Chris tian Training lnsti· 
1u1c. Edmonton. AB. 19Sl; married for twenty.five yea.rs: 
housemother in various children's homes; assumed leadership 
roles a.s pastor 's wire and in women's work o f American 
Baptist Churches or Niagara Frontier. and is survived by her 
husband, mother. nine.year old daughter, Joy Noelle, and 
sis1cr, Mrs. Thom3.S (June) Richards. 

MATILDA CAROLINE FAUSER was born Aug. 25, 1899. 
in Bursl311, Russia. and died suddenly on July 29, 1977. at 
Medicine Hat, AB. As a young mother. she received Christ 
as S:1'-ior and was baptized on June 12, 1921. She became a 
member o f Anncnthal Baptist Church near Golden Pr3irie, 
SK, and in the early 19SO's of Grace Bap1is1 Church, Medi· 
cine H a1. Being gifled in writing, she served as secn:tary for 
lhc church and various organizations. Mourning her death 
arc one son, four daughters. six grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchi ldren. Funeral services were conducted from 
Grace Baptist Church by the Rev. I. H . Schmuland. 

MRS. ANDREW (SOPH IA) KLEIN, 78, C arrington, ND, 
died Aug. 2, 1977. She was born 10 Christian and El iubeth 
Wagner on Ju ly 21, 1899. in Lincoln Valley. She married 
Andrew Klein in 1924. She was a faithful member o f Calvary 
83p1ist Church, Carrington. Sun1ving her arc hcr husband; 
one daughter. Mrs. Don (Gladys) Zink. Port Angeles. WA; 
one son, Kenneth , Carrington; nine grandchildren: five 
grc3t-grandchildren: one foster daughter. Mrs. Du Wayne 
(Donna) Weber. Sheyenne, ND; and two brothers. Emil and 
Albert . The Rev. N. E. McCoy officiated at the funeral scr· 
' 'ice. 

JO H N LANDGRAF was born Jan. 9. 1g90, in Russia and 
died July 18, 1977. As a you1h, he accepted Chri>1 a.s his 
Sa' ior and was baptized. At the age of 18 he immigrated 10 

Theology, Acadia Divinity College, 
Acadia University , Wol fvi lle , NS, spoke 
on " The Gifts o f the Ministry," Eph. 
4: 1-16. Dr. C herry, Pastor Kliewer a nd 
pastors of other P rince Rupert churches 
participated in the laying o n of hands. 

In three services that day, over five 
hundred persons were present including 
three hundred at the evening service 
when the Des Moines, IA, Y.M.C .A. 
Choral Bell Choir performed. Mr. Kel
lough received the M.Div. degree from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, KY , in 1976 . Doug is from 
Edmonton, AB, where he was a member 
o f Zion Baptist Church and la ter, 
Laurier H eights Baptist Church. The 
Kelloughs have o ne child . 

He Stood Before Kings 

(Co111i1111ed from page 18) 

(Order of the British Empire), Paul was 
two seats away from the Queen and 

Canada and later 10 Dciroit, Ml. In 1936 he married Emily 
Majeske. H e was a faithful member of Ebenezer Church of 
Detroit, Ml, for 30 years and later of H ighland Park Baptist 
of Southfield until his death. H e is survived by hi$ wife, one 
son, one grandson and one sister. Pastor Alben Kee, the 
Rev. Carl Witt and Dr. John Landgraf officiated at the 
funeral service , July 2 1. 

JAKE MOSER, son of Simon and Lydia Moser , was born 
March 20, 1907, o n a farm nor1hwcs1 of Pollock, SD, and 
died on Aug. II . 1977, in Rapid City, SD. Mr. Moser at· 
1cndcd school north of Pollock and lived in this area his en· 
tire l ifetime. He married Frieda Naasz in 1930. She died in 
1941 . In 1942 he married Magdalena Fischer. Mr. Mom ac· 
ccpled Christ 3nd was baptized into the fellowship of Hcr· 
rcid Baptist Church in 1931. He was a former trustee of the 
church. H e is survived by has wife: two sons, Reinhold and 
Wilbert , 3nd one daughter, Joan Bauer: 11 grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild, and four sisters. The Rev. Edward 
Kopf orficiatcd at the funeral service. 

EARL STU KENBERG was born Dec. I, 1911. in Grundy 
County, IA, the son of Augus1 C . and Rennie Popkcs 
Stukenborg, and died Aug. 6, 1977. At the age of 22, he 
received Christ as his personal Savior , was bapt ized on Dec. 
31, 1933, and became a member of Aplingto n Baptist 
Church. Earl married Josephine Anderson on Sept. 11, 1935. 
in Nevada, IA. They farmed in the Parkersburg and Apling· 
ton Areas. H e served faithfully for many years as an usher 
in the church, extending warmth and friendliness. He is sur· 
vivcd by his wife. Josephine; o ne son, David, Cedar FaJls; 
two daughters. Mrs. G. G . (Ruth) Diers. Cedar Rapids, Mrs. 
Donald (Jana) Hegg, Denver. CO; his mother. Mrs. Rennie 
Stukenbcrg. Aplington; one sister. Mrs. Louis (Anita) 
Schoeneman: one brother, August C . Stukenbcrg, and nine 
grandchildren. H e was preceded in de•uh by his fothcr, one 
b rother, one sister, and one granddaughter . T he funeral was 

conducted Aug ust 9 wi1h the R•" · Donald Pa tel o fficiating . 

AMALIGE WIESNER nee Krueger died Aug. 16, 1977. She 
was born in Russia, Sep t. 27, 1902. In 1920 she gave her life 
to CIJiiSt and was baptized. H er love for Christ was eviden t 
in all she did. In 1927 she married Edward Wiesner; they im· 
migrated to Canada in 1928. In 1932. af1er a brief stay in 
Fenwood, SK, and \VinniJXg. MB, 1hcy settled in the Morris 
area and resided there until death. H er husband predeceased 
her in 1976. She is sur\•ivcd by 1wo daughters and sons-in· 
law, Doris and Raymond Lehman. Winnipeg; Violet and Er· 
nic llachlcr, Edmonion. AB; o ne son and daugh1cr-in-law, 
David and Mary Jane Wiesner. Roblin: and eight grandchil · 
drcn as well as many relatives and rricnds. Pastors Richa rd 
Goctu and Bruno Voss officiated a.t the funeral service. 

across the ta ble from Prince Philip. He 
reported the Prince as being a "fine 
fellow-nice to talk to." 

Pa ul 's regard for the na tionals prob
ably is nowhere more evidenl than when 
he a nd C lara decided to stay an extra 
year after send ing their two children to 
schools in America. Paul felt the people 
would need help in this firs t yea r of 
their independence from British rule and 
in the union with French Cameroon. 

As far as I know, Paul had no trou
ble with tropical diseases. Whether the 
German army (World War l ) had inocu
lated him so thoroughly o r whether he 
became ha rdened from early automobile 
race driving (one broken jaw), w ho 
knows? H e o nce had an appendectomy 
by a drunken s urgeon in Africa. 

As an Army C hapla in during World 
War 11, he was appreciated by both 
rank and fi le . Twice recommendations 
for a higher officer's rank were turned 

(Co11ri1111ed 011 page 29) 
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Spurgeon, a Gifted 
Teacher 
by Adolph Braun 

It is amazing that sermons are being 
reprinted which were preached over one 
hundred years ago. Book printers are 
putting out Spurgeon 's sermons in pa
perback, a nd many people are enjoying 
reading his exposition of Scripture. His 
sermons were issued each week and then 
appeared in annual volumes for over 40 
years. Some volumes extended to over 

The Rev. Adolph Braun is the pastor of 
Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA. 

One Year In Reli remenl 

(Continued from page 24) 

retired in Boca Raton, FL. It was inspir
ing to be an eye-witness of our N.A. B. 
Church Extension project at Boca 
Raton. A choice piece of property, 
ideally situated across from a golf 
course and in a good residential area, 
has been pu rchased for their building 
site. Their church board is a spirit ua lly 
dedicated gro up of ma inly businessmen. 
With their devotion to Christ, together 
with their experienced pastor, the Rev. 
Norman Vernon, they have a promising 
future. As a guest speaker, it was my 
privilege to share some o f the basic 
principles for success in their new ven
ture. They are very deserving of our 
prayers o f intercession and our gifts. 

Forty-three years as pas tor-evangelist, 
o f which forty were spent in only three 
places, J have gleaned m uch from 
"bumps" which J never got from 
books. Experience has taught me that 
we must change our methods but never 
our message. Having witnessed more 
than average success in the churches I 
served , J now aim to put to good use 
the proven ideas by applying them in 
o ther churches . One feels that there is a 
great mission in o ur N.A.B. churches in 
encouraging pas tors and training their 
leadership in a persona l evangelism 
outreach . It is my conviction that as 
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700 pages, in rather small print. They 
were also printed in some of the leading 
newspapers around the world. 

Many have speculated concerning the 
reason for his success. God has his own 
way of preparing and using people in 
his time and for his purpose. Spurgeon 's 
grandmother paid him, as a boy, two 
pennies for every hymn which he mem
orized. He later tha nked the Lo rd for 
being able to use them in his preaching. 

Praying men at Metropolitan Taber
nacle believed God was going to "pack 
the place out" someday. When some o f 
these same men later complained be
cause they could not find a seat , others 
reminded them o f their prayers. 

His predecessors were among the 
most outstanding in Great Britain: Ben
jamin Keach, John Gill, John Rippon 
and Joseph Angus-each serving for a 
period of about 40 years. Spurgeon had 
great compet ition in the city: H.P. Lid
den at St. Paul 's Cathedral; J oseph 
Parker at the City Temple; F. W. Farrar 
at Westminster Abbey; F.B. Meyer at 
Regents Park Chapel were his contem
poraries . And outside of London were 
men like Alexander Maclaren in Man
chester a nd Alexander Whyte in Edin
burg. These seven gifted preachers were 
born with in a period of eight years 

churches and as a Conference our only 
hope in the future is in the a rea of per
sonal evangelism. Inasmuch as the un
saved are coming very sparingly to 
church services , we need to motivate the 
Christians to go out in a witnessing 
ministry. I would like to make myself 
available to assist churches and instruct 
them in th is area fo r periods of Sunday 
to Wednesday or for a week. 

Recently the Lord had called us to in
terim work at the First Baptist Church 
of Lorraine, KS. We found this to be a 
mos t effectual door of service. 

Travelling and living in a motor-home 
can be a n exciting experience. However, 
doing it for months at a ti me, it can 
also become a n exacting adjustment for 
its occupan ts . One must remember that 
you a re going from a 2000 sq. ft. to a 
200 sq. ft. li vable space. This results in 
very close fellowshi p for the travellers! 
However, we believe it to be a very fl ex
ible arrangement for both the interim 
pastor and the chu rches served. It is an 
easy con version from that of a travell 
ing vehicle to that of a liveable home at 
a minimum cost. In our first year of 
retirement, we have co vered a total o f 
2 1,500 m iles with our motor-home. 

My next endeavor wi ll be to act as a 
tour guide for a C h ristia n group going 
to Pales tine for 16 days . We will be 
departing on Novem ber 2 1 and retu rn
ing December 6 . 0 

(1829- 1836). H owever, for over 30 years 
Spurgeon preached to over 5,000 people 
each Sunday morning and evening a nd 
on Wednesday evening. 

I believe that one of Spurgeon's most 
outstanding assets was his faith in and 
love fo r the Word of God. In an o ld 
worn personal Bible, Spurgeon wrote: 
"C. H . Spurgeon , 1856-the lamp of my 
study"; "The light is as bright as 
ever-1861 "; "Oh, that mine eyes were 
opened- 1864"; "Being worn to pieces, 
rebound in 1870, the lantern mended 
and the light as joyous to mine eyes as 
ever ." 

His humble reliance upon God's 
Spirit was another secret of his power. 
He once sa id, " Without the Spirit of 
God, I am ut terly unable to speak to 
you. I have not those gi ft s a nd talents 
which qualify men to speak; I need an 
afnatus from on high." D. L. Moody 
said, "It is not Mr. Spurgeon after a ll , 
it is God." 

The greatest set of sermo ns ever pub
lished, by one ma n , is being republished 
as relevant material, because he always 
preached the W ord with the conviction 
that it was God's Word to desperate, 
confused and lost people. " Preach the 
Wo rd." D.M. Lloyd-Jones said , "Noth
ing can substi tute fo r preaching." 0 

Called To Continue Studcnl 
Work In Japan 

(Continued from page JO) 

treasurer for the district c hurch associa
tion for four years . She says , "Al
tho ugh I have not been a full-time mis
sionary, it has always been my desire to 
serve God where l am." 

MISSIONARY APPOINTMENT 
Ro n and J oan met a t o ne of the Bible 

Fellows hi ps for missionaries in Japan. 
This was followed by a period of court
ship leading to engagement. When I met 
Ron and Joa n in J apan in October 
1975, they were engaged and thei r wed~ 
ding date was a lready set for December 
27. In our Japan Field Committee meet
ing during those days , l heard the Rev. 
Hisashi Murakami say that he would 
very much like to have someone like 
Ron Stoller work with him a nd the 
church a t the Tsu Student Center. In 
commiuee we discussed this matter a nd 
I asked our missio na ries whether they 
had thought of approaching Ron. Their 
answer was nebulous since they were 
consta ntly thinking in terms o f full 
theological training for full-t ime service, 
and they felt tha t Ron was not inter
ested in full theological tra in ing. I ex
pressed my conviction that exceptions 
could so metimes be made a nd they are 

I realize, I do not know a ll the facts 
in the mat ter of the Eldridge C hurch ex
clusion. Therefore I feel that the readers 
o f the HERALD be given fu rther in
formation. Also, I strongly feel that the 
First Baptist Church of Eldridge be 
given a n opportunity to present a de
fense of their practices. We have had ar
ticles with noncharismatic viewpoints 
(e.g. Rev. Braun's, June '75), but never 
the charismatic viewpoint with which 
many people sympathize. 

In conclusion I would like to reiterate 
my main point: Let us love and accept 
a ll fellow Christia ns. We wi ll not a lways 
see eye-to-eye on all issues , but this 
should not be a stumbling block to fel
lowship with others. After all it is not 
d octrine that is our basis of fellowship, 
but our relationship with Jesus C hris t. 
Kurt Remus, Edberg, Alberta. 

Silver Anniversary 

(Continued f rom page 5) 

At first, it was felt one CEIF program 
would be sufficient for both United 
States and Canada, but it was soon 
discovered that a separate fund had to 
be created and des igned for the Cana
dian membership. Today more than one 
million dollars exists as owned a nd bor
rowed capital in the fund. New churches 
can obtain loa ns for church building by 
requesting a loan from CEIF. The goal, 
eventua lly, is to have 10 to 12 million 
dollars in this fund. 

In 1975 a new frontier was opened 
when C hurch Extension was launched in 
the s tate of Florida . For severa l years it 
had been our concern to minister to the 
many N.A.B. fam ilies relocating to 
Flo rida. The first church was begun suc
cess fully a t Boca Raton and the second 
a t Coral Springs. It is hoped that even
wally enough churches wi ll be devel
oped for a separate association. At the 
present time, a ll Florida churches iden
tify with the Michigan Association . 

DEPAlffMENT FORMED IN 1'>76 
By l 976 the Conference C hurch Ex

tension Committee discovered that the 
sma ll chi ld had grown to maturity. 
Since 1952 the C hurch Extension pro
gram had been under the umbrella of 
the Board of Missions, but now it was 
felt that it should become a separate 
cooperating organizat ion of the Con
ference and a separate d epartment. At 
the 1976 Portland Triennial Conference 
the delegates decided tha t the Church 
Extension program should be given 
greater em phasis; therefore a separate 
department for C hurch Extension was 
created . A new o ffice was also created 
in order to have two persons working 
within the d epartment. Today the Rev. 

For the experience of a lifetime, celebrate 

EASTER INTHE HOLY LAND 
* * Worship at the Garden Tomb on Easter Sunday morning * * * * View Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives * * 

* * Walk along the Sea of Galilee * * * * Sit by the well of Jacob * * 
* * and much, much more * * 

--PLUS--
A THREE-DAY VISIT TO ROME 

12 GLORIOUS DAYS * * * MARCH 20-31, 1978 

Departing from Edmonton, Alberta Total Price Only $1 ,387. 

For further information, contact: 
REV. KURT REDSCHLAG, Tour Host 

10620 - 42 Ave. , Apt. 301 
Edmonton, Alberta T6J 2W6 

Telephone (403) 465-2909 / (403) 435-2633 

Lyle Wacker serves as general secretary 
and the Rev. John Ziegler as the as
sociate. 

RE UL TS OF OUTREACH 
As we look back upon the C hurch Ex

tension program, we see 108 organized 
churches with approximately 20 addi
tional projects on the waiting list. The 
Conference is almost 13,000 members 
stronger today as a result of those new 
churches. 

As we reflect o n God's goodness, 
which is ev ident in the program, we can 
rejoice because of the many souls that 
have been reached for J esus C hrist. 
More than two-thirds of the almost 
13,000 members are in these new 
churches a s a result o f a first-time de
cision coming through the minis try of 
the Church Extension program. 

The more recent goals are ten new 
churches in each year of the Triennium . 
In addition, the department has set a 
goa l to solicit a t least six independent 
churches into the greater Conference 
fellowship within three yea rs. 

From its small beginning in 1952, we 
have a C hurch Extension Revolving 
Fund today in which the Conference has 
an equity of approximately $ 1,300,000. 
There is a C hurch Extension Investors 
Fund of more than one million dollars . 
Just recently, a Conference backed 
N.A.B. Bond program was launched for 
building purposes. 

There is a Church Extensio n Board 
made up of a pastor and lay representa
tive from each of the six a reas of the 
Con ference. At present forty- five 
churches are under the care o f this 
Board. There are more than JO local 
Church Extension committees a nd coun
cils that are busy developing new op
portunit ies for churches . There has been 

a definite shift of concern from Con
ference Office to the associations, the 
grass-roots level . 

Above all, there is an air of excite
ment and interest because we are reach
ing o ut with the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to new communities, homes and indi
viduals. It's an exciting prospect, and 
it's good to know that God is freshly at 
work in ma ny of the N .A.B churches 
where there is a new level of commit
ment and partnership with each other 
under the leadership of Christ. 0 

CHRISTMAS 

SPECIAL!!!! 

Give yourself the gift of your 
dreams . . . a complete piano 
course based on the o ld hymn 
tunes . If you can't afford expen
sive lessons, this is for you! Now 
it is possible to play hymns from 
you r very first piano lesson! You 
will receive five books and five 
cassette tapes (a regular $49.00 
value ) for the CHRISTMAS SPE
CIAL of only $30.00! ! ! ! Amaze 
your friends by playing hymns 
only a few short weeks from now. 
YOU CAN PLAY HYMN S THE DAY 
YOUR BOOKS ARRIVE! Dozens of 
beloved hymns plus hundreds of 
dollars worth of private instruc· 
tion for only $30.00! Order several 
for gifts. SATISFACTION GUAR
ANTEED. Order from: 
MARY JO MOORE, DEPT. BH, 286 
Pol a nd Ave., Struthers, Ohio 
44471. (Ohio residents add 4% 
sales tax, please.) 
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bai4 st hel1*1 
I Sp. 2 /0 Summit A ve., 
Oakbrook Terrace, 
Villa Park, IL. 60181 

Non-profit organization 
Second class p ostage 
paid at Villa Park, Illinois 6018/ 
and at additional mailing offices. - ---- ------------ ----

. tian Friends: . I vestors Funds. But first 
r Chris Ch h Extension n h N A B o ea . l tter is about urc . as to how t e . . . 
This e. kl give you sorne information 

qutC Y . let rne . k is 'l')rogressing. h £~tension W OT r--
1 

\ t' g ten new churches every year in 
ChurC t sion Department has reached its goa\ o P. a;s'~ave been approved. Seven o\ these 

-r1..e c nurch E.x .... ensecond year in a row. lhis year ~~e\v~ ~rto~ees 'Th ree new chu rches wi\\ be received 
1 11 \or t11e b · their m1n1s n · · \\ 

. •riennium \ '-ave begun or wi\\ short\y eg1n n t • t churches. 'They w i\\ be partia y supported by 
tnis ' . vv 10 11 • . d ndent oap 1s 
nave pastors vvship vvho \ormer\y were 1n epc . . 

our \e\\o . n Department \ h £. tension and the growth goa\s arc being 
i~to c nurch £,xtens~oarowth as a Con\erence throu~h c 1u: c d. xposits t~ s '2 ,000,000 in the Church £.xtcn-
t11e ., tnere 1 o . \ \ 0 \ increasing e h . \ · . · \ \/'Jhl e t a\so reach the \inanc1a goa 06 'SOO 00 f\chieving t 1s goa is cssentia to con-
reachcd . vve ms ~sund. Current\y our lune\ stands at s9\ · 'T. h~ constant\y esca\ating \and and b ui\ding 

\ estor '- ches eac' year· ion nv · the goa\ ol p\anting ten c11ur s caching r ncia\ support. . . 
tinuC r dd vveight to the need \or greater_ ~na \or new churches. C .£ .\.f . 1s a \<.md o\ Savings and 
costs a c \ f is a pain\ess way- o\ prov 1d1ng mon,cyb 1. t . 

C ,:,. · · ,.. th . th t ·t v'ides doub e enc 1 s. ·program. ,~ ,ore an a · 1 pr~ . lo save money and earn compet itive interest returns on the 
Loan . ~ n exce\\cnl way \or the 1n\lestor ' 

\ \t 1S u 

· investment. . . w churches to bui\d their \irst units. Now that C.E.\.F. Canada, 
\nese rnomes are \oaned to ne . b .... C d and the U.S.f\. 

2 b . \'t th·s is true m ol11 ana a 
· Ltd .. has ecome a rea 1 Y .1 \t'p\cs o\ S \ 00 in C.E.\.f . \or \rom one year to live years. U.S. 

invest your savml!.S m mu I Ch . b\ c·r n I . '{ou can . ,_. h . P t n · b)' purchasin11 a Revocab\e an ta e 11t oom.1- not ava1\ab\e 
can aam 111g er interest re ur s 0 h · · d 

-
0

vestors 0 \ t t , accord in" to the \ength o\ t ime \ e money is invcstc ranging \ rom 
1 dians. n eres re,urns vary o d' . \ ,., . . to Cana 

1 
t ,,31 ct interest \or live years. Cana 1an investors cam .,. more in m\crcs\ 

1 1 
% interest or ~ne year, o u oo . . . 

:, / 
0 

the higher mterest rates being paid in Cana_da. . . . . . 
due ~he rea\\y beauti\u\ part ol your investment 1s th at th is money is made ava1\ab\c as a hrs\ mortgage 

w churches. 'These new churches, as they concentrate on reaching burgeonmg comn1uni\ies \or 
\oan. l~ ::nnot reac\i\y gain \oans \or buying properly and bui\c\ing church b ui\dings, because they do no\ 
Chfl~ ~tandard \oan institutions' requirements o\ an estab\ished \inancia\ history. But we bc\ieve that 
m~~ist wi\\ b ui\d these ch urches. \t is this la ith i~ Christ that urg~s us to he\p these churches by makin g 
C · \~b\e \ower interest \oans \or \and and b u1khngs. 'The rate ol mtcrcst on a C.E.\ .F . \oan is \ % above 
ava1 u 

our costs. . . 
'Thus your investment money bnngs two 1mpor\an\ returns·. 

\ . \t is a secure source o\ income lo the investor, enhancing his \inancia\ security. 
i. 'The money is used to spread the Cospc\ through p\an\ing new churches a\\ across North f\merica. 

l o church has yet de\au\\cd on these \oans.) 
We invite you to write to the Church Extension Department \or \ur\hcr in\orma\ion regarding 

C.£..\.F. f\ new \ '2 minute \i\m , "Nf\B Church Extension \nvestors F und," can be shown \c\\ing you 
about C.£..\.F. Con\erence personnel , and members o\ the C.E.\.F. Board are avai\ablc \o present the \i\m 
in your church . \t is suitah\e \or use in your chun:h or \or a sma\\ group. We arc g\al\ \o invite you \~1 in-
vest your mon~y \or Coe\' s honor and g\ory. · 

. . . a .. , in Ch'"'"""~ (/l, '}~ 

Mr. Denms Krug is r hatrman of the Church Extension lni.;estors Fund. I le [ices in Lodi, CA. 


