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The General Counci l held its annual 
sessions in Oakbrook Terrace, June 
16-18. Jn the BAPTIST HERALD, Sep
tember issue, page 2, we published 18 
photos which gave a visual impress ion 
of the Counci l sessions. In that issue we 
promised to publish the major decisions 
of the General Council in the October 
issue. Some of the decisions have in the 
meantime appeared in N.A.B. NEWS, 
August 1977. Along with some other 
decisions they will be printed here again. 

The editor would like to take this op
portunity to urge all North American 
Baptists to read the N.A.B. NEWS. 
This news service of the North Ameri
can Baptist Conference tries to get the 
news out as soon as events of general 
interest are happening. N.A.B. NEWS is 
mailed in bulk monthly to all North 
American Baptist churches, to be used 
as Sunday Bulletin insert or free dis
tribution items in churches which have 
no bulletins. 

If you want to know what is going on 
in the North American Baptist Confer
ence, and you want to know it quickly, 
read the N.A. B. NEWS. For obvious 
reasons it takes longer to have news 
items appear in the BAPTIST 
HERA LD. 

For the fi rst time in the history of 
General Councils, the moderators of a ll 
21 Associations were invited to partic
ipate in the Council sessions. They had 
no voting right but were encouraged to 
participate in the discussions. Sixteen 
moderators were present and a fterwards 
expressed their deep appreciation for 
having been invited. 
• It was decided, that the moderators 

of all Associations be again invited 
to next yea r's Council sessions, with 
the Associations paying the travel 
expenses. 

• The General Counci l voted to expand 
the God's Volunteers program in fa ll 
of 1978, increasing the number of the 
team members to twenty. 

• It was decided that the N.A.B. 
Conference purchase the Burroughs 
1700 Computer System, which will be 
installed at N.A.B . International Of
fice a nd wi ll be programmed to spe
cifica lly meet the needs of our const i
tuency. 

• By decision of the Council , one 
additional missionary couple for Ni
geria will be appointed in l 978. 

• It was voted that short-term mis
sionaries may solicit financia l sup
port primarily from family, fri ends 
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and home church in the amount of 
$8,000. 

e Considering the inflationary situation 
in North America, the General Coun
cil decided to increase the monthly 
rental allowance for missionaries on 
furlough from $125.00 to $140.00 for 
single missionaries; from $175.00 to 
$200.00 for a couple; and from 
$225.00 to $250.00 for a family. 

• The following persons were voted to 
serve on the Board of Directors 
I) of North American Baptists, Inc. 

John Binder 
Peter Fehr 
Kenneth Fischer 
M. H. Hildebrandt 
Robert Mayforth 
Kenneth Miller 
Bruce Rich 
Richard Schil ke 
Harold Stolt 
E. B. Streuber 
G. K. Zimmerman 

2) of North American Baptists, Inc. 
(Canada) 
Norman Dreger 
Isador Faszer 
Heinz Kleiber 
Robert Mayforth 
Ed Sardachuk 
Richard Schilke 
E. B. Streuber 
G. K. Zimmerman 

• The Church Loan Fund Committee is 
composed of the fo llowing persons: 
Harold Stolt, chairman 
John Binder 
M. H. Hildebrandt 
William Kresal 
Robert Mayforth 
Kenneth Miller 
Richard Schilke 
Lyle Wacker 
G . K. Zimmerman 

• The Finance a nd Steward ship 
Committee made the recommenda
tion that our Conference use the ser
vices of the fund raising agency 
Ward, Dreshman and Reinhardt , 

Inc., to assist in the capital fund s 
drive which was approved by the 
1976 Triennial Conference delegates 
in Portland. 

The detailed plans are to be 
developed by the stewardship staff in 
consulta tion with the fund raising 
agency a nd presented to the Finance 
and Stewardship Committee and the 
General Council for approval in June 
o f 1978. The tentative goal is to be 
$3,200,000 a nd it is ten tatively to be 
launched in the fall o f 1978. The 
recommendation was adopted. 

• It was decided to form a Canadian 
Estate Planning Committee to func
tion in an advisory capacity to the 
Estate Planning Subcommittee of the 
Fina nce and Stewardship Committee. 
The membership of the committee 
consists of Everett Barker, Larry 
Bienert, William Konnert, Milton 
Ohlhauser, Ed Sardachuk, E. B. 
Streuber. 

• The Council approved a feasibi lity 
study with regard to an Every Family 
Distribution Plan for the BAPTIST 
HERALD, that will include a reader
ship survey of the BAPTIST 
HERALD; the gathering of informa
tion from magazines that changed 
from subscriptions to the free Every 
Family Distribution Plan; a survey of 
a ll N.A.B. pastors, as to whether 
they would be wi lling to share their 
membership list; and that $ 1,000 be 
a llotted for this study project. 

• It was decided that the budget for the 
year 1978 be $3,200,000. 

• The following persons were voted to 
serve on the Triennia l Conference 
Program Committee for the Triennial 
Conference in Bismarck, ND: 
Dr. Peter Fehr, chairman 
Rev. John Binder-Stewardship and 

communication; 
Dr. David Draewell-seminary; 
Dr. Kenneth Fischer- moderator; 
Rev. Jim Green-Western Area; 
Mr. Wayne Heringer-church minis-

tries; 
Mrs. Irma Norman-Eastern Area; 
Prof. Richard Paetzel-college; 
Rev . Donald Patel-church exten

sion; 
Mrs. Frieda Reddig-WMU; 
Mr. Ed Russell , Jr. -Great Lakes 

Area; 
Rev. Allan Strohschei n-missions; 
Rev. Cla rence Walth-area secretary; 
Dr. G. K. Zimmerman- executive 

secretary. 
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SEMINARY 
ADDS TO 
FACULTY 
The North American Baptist 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, is pleased 
to announce the appointment of the 
Rev. Ted Faszer as instructor in 
Christian Education and Music . Ted 
began his faculty duties on Septem
ber 1, 1977. 

Ted has been the pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Chancellor , 
since 1974. H e also served a s asso
ciate pastor at Parma Heights Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, OH, 1971-1974. 
He is presently president of the 
seminary Alumni Association. 

Concurrently with his seminary re
sponsibilities Ted is pursuing a doc
torate degree at the University of 
South Dakota. 

Ted is married (Marietta) a nd has 
two daughters (Cathy and Deb
by). 0 
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GEUE13RATION "Give Tna11ks to the 
lrord, For He Is Good" 

GRATITlTDE IN 
GIVING 

by G. K. 
Zimmerman 

I am truly thankful to God for the 
way he has bles s e d the ministries 
of the Co nference this past year. 
Although our current f inancial 
needs a re great, • God's goodness 
to a ll o f us is so much gre ater. 

"Celebration of Gratitude" has a 
jubilant sound to it. My heart is 
filled with joy and happiness as I 
re flect on s ome of the bles sings of 
this past yea r: 
• Indiv idual s coming to know 

Chris t as Savior through the 
minis tri e s of our missionaries. 

• Ne w c hurc hes being established 
and becoming a part o f our fel
lowsh ip . And for man y, becoming 
new persons in C hris t through 
the witness of t hese c hurch e x
tension p ro jects. 

• All of t he g ra duate s of the 
College a nd Sem ina ry have been 
placed. 

• The growing in te rest on the part 
of you th to p re pa re fo r Christian 
service a t the Co lle g e a nd the 
Seminary. 

• The impact o f the trip to Cam
e roo n by the Good Ne ws Am
b assad o rs. Some a re c ons idering 
missiona ry serv ice because of 
what t hey expe rienced. 
During this tha n ksg iving season, 

you are e ncoura g e d to make a s pe
cial gift fo r t he mission a nd minis try 
work of the Confere nce o ut of g ra t i
tude to God for all of his goodness . 
Let us give generous ly a nd joyfully 
as unto him. 

· we will need almost $500,000 
more this year to meet the 1977 
budget t han we received last 
year. That is a g reat need; it is 
urgent and crucial. 

OF GRATITUDE 
You can help by participating in the 
"Celebration of Gratitude Offering" 
through your church. Family coin 
folders and children's bands are 
available for your use. See your 
pastor for these items. 0 

GRATITUDE IN 
GHlTRGH EXTENSION 

by Phil Yntema 
Thanksgiving comes to me very easily 
this yea r ; however, I must honestly say 
that th is hasn't been true every year. 
That is not to say that each year of my 
life God has not given me a lot to be 
thankful fo r, but it does say, thi s year is 
something specia l. In looking back to 
find what element may have made this 
year stand above the rest I found the 
biblical principle of risk ing. 

I once heard a very successful pastor 
say, "Until a pastor risks public ridicule 
and fa ilure his ministry will never ap
proach the potential o f blessing tha t 
God has intended for him to enjoy." 
The past three years in Church Exten
~ ion have begun to teach me that ri sking 
is the key to thanksgiving. Whenever we 
as God's people in Bloomingdale risked , 
we found many reasons to give tha nks
giving to God. 

Whenever our people " risked" fr iend
ships a nd gave up the com fort of a 
se~u re, u ninvolved relationshi p to 
neighbors we saw people come to Chris t 
a nd are now rejoicing not only for those 
who risked but for the res ults of their 
fai th . T hese new Christians have given 
our chu rch the joy promised wi th the 
harvest . 

This past year we dedicated our new 
bui lding. In the planning stage many of 
us were torn whether to build to suit 
our p_ccketbook or ministry. God led us 
to_ build for ministry. Although the risks 
sull remain with us , God is fu lfi ll ing 
our needs as we fulfi ll his ministry. We 

are expressing thanksgiving because suc
cess in ministry has insured the reaching 
of goals fo r fin ances. 

We are find ing that a lthough risking 
sometimes brings uncerta inty, it is much 
to be preferred over the steril e existence 
of those who lived in t he certa inty of 
life, li ved by senses a lo ne. 

To risk is to invite situations which 
result in thanksgiving. 0 

GRATITIIDE JN 
OVERSEAS MISSION 

by Peter Fehr 
Have you ever given tha nks to God for 
a n o pportun ity of service to him ? 

God has been leading in unusual ways 
i~ _my li fe for the past 30 yea rs pro
v1dmg many opportuni t ies o f service 
for which I give thanks. ' 

In 1948 d uring high school the ca ll to 
missionary service became ;eal to me. 
During the next ten years his leadi ng in 
a_ll aspects of preparat ion , including a 
fme Ch ri st ian wife, were real. 

The opportunity o f service in Cam
eroon provided us with the joy of lea rn
ing to really be a member of the fam ily 
of God. Our fe llow missio naries became 
closer to us than ma ny o f o ur own 
family mem bers. Our fe llow C hris tia ns 
amo ng the Cameroonians helped us to 
really exercise ou r fa ith a nd beliefs as 
we tr ied to teach them. The privilege of 
working with young people a nd seeing 
them grow in their C hris tian lives to 
take leadership roles in the church is 
grat ifying: the school boy wi th a bad leg 
now recovered a nd working as a highly 
placed government officia l; the boy with 
a severe bone infection which requ ired 
ten major operat ions and nearly seven 
years in the hospita l, now an ac tive 
Christia n working as a laboratory tech-

Dr. Peter Fehr served as missionary 
The Rev. Pl~il Yntema is the pastor of doctor in Cameroon, 1958-69. He now 
the Bloom111gdale Baptist Church lives in Minneapolis and is in charge of 
Bloomingdale, IL. • the_ medical examinations of all ap-

. . po111 ted and homecoming missionaries. 

Thanksg1vmg offering is needed to help continue to make th · h 1·n Your generous 
"C / b · . ,, mgs appen 

e e ration of Gratitude offering your church is receiving, so 
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mcian; our former outpatient helper 
now well trained theo logically and se rv
ing as field pastor of Banso Field . 

Deputation as miss ionaries a llowed us 
to visit ma ny of our North American 
Baptist churches in the United States 
and Canada. T he privi lege of meeting 
and getting to k now many members o f 
our churches made this activity a reason 
for being gra teful. 

In 1968 a n a llergy problem signalled 
an end to Cameroon service, but we of
fered to be of service in any way we 
could to the missionary society o r Con
fere nce. Since that time God has opened 
ma ny new doors of service. 

We currently a re ab le to cont inue the 
fellowship with the missionaries, as we 
have them in our ho me a nd office du r
ing their medical clea rance examina
tions. The thrill o f word abou t o u r 
former a ssociates in Cameroon first
hand causes us to continue to thank 
God for providing us opportun iti es of 
service. 0 

GRATITUDE IN 
EVANGEuISM 

by Bob Hooker 
Evangelism has become a real part o f 
our lives. My wife, Nola, was instru
menta l in seeing tha t the outreach pro
gram of the church became our fam ily 
burden. It was a few years ago in our 
church in Nebraska that we really made 
the decision to help others fi nd Jesus 
Christ as their personal Savior. Nola 
was secreta ry of our Kennedy Evange
lism Training Course at our church . She 
a nd our pastor frequently mentioned to 
me tha t I should be a par t o f it al so, 
but I kept saying no. One Sunday n ight , 
a t the beginning o f another evangelism 
course, the film LI KE A MIG HTY AR
MY was shown a t our church . There is 
a part in it that portrays a deacon con
fess ing that while being a Christia n fo r 
22 years he had never won any one to 
Jesus C hris t, one o n one. Very suddenly 
I realized t ha t my test imony was the ex
act replica of the deacon in the film . 
That night I asked the Lo rd's forgive
ness for neglecti ng such a wonderfu l 
work, b ut I also reali zed that I did not 
know how to win o thers to Christ , even 
though I had held many jobs in the 
church a nd knew sincerely tha t I was 

Mr. Bob Hooker is a member of the 
Village Green Baptist Church, Glen 
Ellyn, IL, and a member of the Church 
Ministries Board. 

truly born again . I immediately joined 
the next class and was taught how this 
was done. 

Since coming to Illinois and joining 
an N.A.B. Conference church my wife 
and I both realize the importance of a 
Conference emphasis in the outreach 
program in a local church . It seems that 
you a lways have help when you need it 
from experienced and confident staff 
people who can help you work out your 
problems locally . Even though our pro
gram a t Village Green Baptist C hurch is 
a lmost two years old, it is still in its in
fa ncy; but o ne thing we know for sure 
is that the C hurch Minist ries Depart
men t is praying for our local program 
and is helping to strengthen it in many 
ways . W e praise God for the b urden of 
ou treach and for the opportunity we 
have o f sharing C hrist. 0 

GRATITUDE IN 
GOD'S VOuUNTEERS 

by 
- - Kathy Sharp 

"You did not choose me, but I chose 
you a nd appointed you that you should 
go and bear fru it and that your fruit 
should remain, that whatever you ask of 
the Father in My name, He may give to 
you" (Joh n 15: 16). 

God cho se you and me, that is an ex
ci ting promise, and I than k a nd praise 
God for it. I have memorized a nd stud
ied this verse many times, bu t I never 
realized tha t it applied to me until my 
experiences in God's Volunteers. It was 
during th is year tha t God spoke to me 
about a service on the mission field . W e 
presented a musical, entit led "Go Tell 
Your World ." T his musical was de
signed to challenge others to com m it 
thei r li ves to Christ for some type of 
Christian service. Every time I heard that 
musical, I was convicted about my own 
life and service for the Lord , bu t I 
could never bri ng myself to say yes to 
God a nd 10 surrender my life to him, to 
use it as he saw fi t. Needless to say , I 
was miserable because deep down I 
knew God was speaking to me. Finally, 
a fter two months o f struggling, I said 
yes to God, and to ld him I was wi lling 

to go a nd do anything he wanted me to 
do. G uess what? I became very excited 
to see where God would lead next, and 
experienced a tremend ous peace of mind 
with m yself and a great relatio nship 
with the Lord. 

Since that day in my life, God blessed 
me with the opportunity to be a part of 
Good News A mbassadors , a group of 
young people from o ur Conference, 
who went to Cameroon to work with 
our missionaries . It was a great expe
rience to see missions a nd missionaries 
in action . That trip made me more 
aware o f the needs o n the mission field 
a nd convinced m e that I could fit into 
tha t ministry, if God would choose to 
call and lead me there. 

This is just a small example of the 
way God has blessed in my life, and 
how he used people from our Confer
ence, the ministry of God 's Volunteers , 
the support and prayers o f my parents 
a nd my home church to influence me in 
this excitingly wonderful way. How can 
I say thanks for a ll he has done for me? 
T he only way I can express my thanks is 
by a con tinu ing joyful service for my 
Lord , no matter what the circumstances 
may be. A ll God asks of us is to love 
a nd serve h im faith fully. H e a lso desires 
us to praise h im, no ma tter what the 
situa tion . 0 

GRATITlIDE IN 
GHURGH GRO\\TT-H 

I. by Myrna Seibel 
" As a member of the Association 
Church Ministries Committee you will 
be presenting the Church Growth 
Stra tegy to a few churches in your 
Associa tion." Nothing cou ld have 
frig htened me more! However, armed 
with assurance from other commiu ee 
members , an outline of the p lan p re
sented by the C hurch Minis tries De
partment and m uch prayer- I stud ied. 

A special joy was mine when I read 
Ephesia ns 4: 11 - 16, where Pa ul speaks of 
" bui lding up o f the body of C hrist until 
we a ll attain to the unity of the fa ith 
. . . which belongs to the fu llness of 
C hrist ... " The factors and benefi ts of 
church g rowth listed in the outline really 
thrilled me, as I prepared the presenta
tion. I live in a rural area which is a n 
impact center for coal development. I 

Miss Myrna Seibel is a m em ber of the 
Central Dakota-Montana Association 
Church Ministries Committee. 

the mission and ministry work of the Conference. You are encouraged to participate in the 
that the urgent financial needs of the Conference will be met this year. 
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thought of the people moving into the 
area and of how our members could 
reach out to them. I a lso thought of 
how our people could grow spiritually 
and become more aware of the respon
sibili ty as members o f the body of 
Christ. 

The churches where the plan was 
presented have been busy outlining their 
goals in relation Lo their own needs. 
Spiritual growth is showing in the 
fellowship of home Bible studies, in 
sharing Christ, and in reaching out ~ith 
love to fellow believers and non-believ
ers. 

Some months have passed since the 
plan was s h<1red with the churches. Yet 
every time I think of the verses men
tioned above and rela te it to o ur situa
tion I am grateful for the opportunity I 
had and get excited a ll over again! 0 

II. by Irene Mehlhaff 

The C hurch Ministries Department 
helped Trinity Baptist Church , Sioux 
Falls, SD, evalua te their ministries 
through a G.R.0.W. workshop. 

Through this evaluation, they discov
ered where their strength and weakness 
were. As a result, they planned min is
tries of inreach a nd outreach which are 
beginning to bear fruit. Irene Mehlhaff 
shares concerning some of these: 

" My heart is filled with gratitude for 
the way Trinity Baptist Church has 
grown in the past fi ve years, I believe 
this happened because of dedicated, 
stable leaders whose goal is to develop 
the church into a growing, caring com
munity. Our desire is to grow not only 
in numbers but also in commitment to 
the Lord . We have do ne this with an in
reach and an outreach program. 

Here are just a few reasons that I feel 
the Lord has blessed us in this way. The 
leaders of the young couples' Sunday 
school class started doing a lot of visita
tion. The class had struggled for some 
time with two or three couples. Now we 
are thri ll ed that many new couples have 
started coming to Sunday school a nd 
have become actively involved in the 
total program of the church_ We are 
gratefu l for the determination in visita
tion and outreach this group continues 
to show. 

An inreach program that meets the 
needs o f the members is entit led " Lay 
Ministers." A number of couples are in
volved . Each couple is assigned to a 
gro up o f people to show personal love 
a nd concern through prayer and vis ita
tion. 

The greeters that meet each perso n at 
the church entry serve both the inreach 
and outreach minis tries. A smile greets 
you, and vis itors are made to feel wel
come and \ hown where to go. 
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The climax of our growth has been to 
build on to our sanctuary this summer. 
As we continue to serve the Lord here, 
my prayer is that ~e will never cease to 
care and love people as we reach out. 0 

G.RA_Jrl'rUDE IN 
EDUGATION 

I. At Nortl1 cA.inerica:Q 
Baptist Serni:Qary 

by 
Dennis Kee 

There's a game that youngsters play 
called " Hide and Seek." The child who 
is "it" counts to 100 by fives a nd then 
yells o ut , "Coming, ready or not." Af
ter three concentrated years of prepar
a tion a t North American Bapti st Semi
nary, you might ask me, "Are you 
read y or not?" My answer is-yes! I 
haven't yet had the opportunit ies to put 
into practice all that I have been taught, 
but I have confidence that the Holy 
Spirit will enable me to serve in the 
capacity for which I have been so care
fully trained. 

If I were to "pan" for the "gold " of 
my seminary experience, I would find 
that the most meaningful a nd useful 
training resulted from my associa tions 
with professors, s taff and other stu
dents. I caught the urgency to reconcile 
the world to God through Chris t, devel
oped methods for sound Bible study, ac
cumulated techniques for convincing 
preaching, formulated plans for a broad 
range of church min istries and learned 
Lo be perceptive in counseling as the 
result of others pouring their years of 
specialized studies and experiences into 
my life. The example o f the conduct of 
the seminary commu nity during day-to
day interaction has heightened my sen
sitivity to the needs of ot hers . I am 
grateful for these experiences. 

The Apostle Paul recommended a 
principle to the local church that I 
observed work ing effecti vely a t North 
American Baptis t Seminary. That is , the 
sum of the efforts of "Spirit-filled" 

Mr. Dennis Kee is a '77 graduate from 
North American Baptist Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, SD, and serves now as the 
pastor of Nesham iny Valley Baptist 
Church, Bensalem, PA . 

people as a Body is more than the total 
of individuals working separately (Ephe
sians 4:11, 12). 0 

GRATITUDE IN 
EOUGATION 

II. At Nortl1 America:Q 
Baptist Gol lege 

by Erwin Kelbert 
Now that I have graduated from North 
American Baptist College and serve 
Bethany Baptist Church in Lethbridge, 
AB, I look back with a sense of regret 
and grati tude. Regret for every moment 
that slipped by without having been 
redeemed to its fullest, and gratitude for 
all that the College and its faculty 
meant a nd did for my life. 

The first year I tended to protest 
when my narrow views and precon
ceived ideas were challenged . However, 
as I became more acquainted with the 
broad spectrum of views and convic
tions, I soon realized that my professors 
had no interest in spoonfeeding me. 
They challenged me to search and to 
thin k for myself. 

The challenge to search for the truth 
awakened a desire to know and to learn. 
At times I was overwhelmed as I pon
dered the vas t sea of knowledge and 
truth in rela tion to my limitations. 

Sometimes, when faci ng the task of 
learning all that had to be learned, I felt 
discouraged. The faculty, however, 
seemed to have much fa ith in their 
students. This I found motivating a nd 
bui lt up my self-confidence. No doubt, 
from the materialis tic point of view our 
whole family had to sacrifice much. On 
the other hand, my family and I would 
not want to miss the innuence on our 
li ves by the interaction we experienced 
with the College. 

I sincerely a nd humbly thank God for 
his servants at College. They a ll were 
tools in God's hands to form a vessel, 
hopefully fit for the Mas ter's use. A 
warm thank you to a ll who contributed 
in making our College wha t it is today. 
1 for one believe my Ii fe was enriched . 
It is my prayer to be a worthy steward 
of the investment o ur people have made 
in my life through the College in Ed
monton. 0 

Mr. Erwin Kelbert is a '77 graduate 
from North American Baptis t College, 
Edmonton, AB, and is now serving the 
Bethany Baptist Church, Lethbridge, 
AB. 

by Ernie Zimbelman 

Dear Dr. Zimbelman: 
What is your feeling abo111 Transcen

dental Meditation ? Many of my frier~ds 
e into ii, and they are recommend111g 

ar · d " I I it very hi?hly. _Am I be111_g 1s oy~ to 
my Chris/tan faith if I get 111volved. 

Jn your letter , when you used the 
words "Transcendental Meditation," I 
notice that you capitalized them . If I 
then read your meaning correctly, you 
are asking me: "What do_ I think of 
'The TM' movement? That 1s, t~e _group 

1 ted to the Indian Mahansh1 and 
re a " I . f II various offshoot groups. n spite 0 a 
the denials , it is a religious mo_y~n:ient; 
the fee you have to pay .to be initiated 
into the movement is a np-off; and the 
ritua l has a lot of hocus-pocus con
nected with it that is u_nnece~s~ry . But 
the technique itself is quite leg1t1mate. It 
d Produce many of the effects 

oes . hf I . 
claimed for it by the fall u practi-
tioner. . 

1 The danger fo r Christians is,_ as see 
it in regard to TM' that we will throw 
o ut the baby with the bath . The TM 
movement (Capital Letters) is an expen
sive bath, obviously related to E~st~rn 
religions. But the concept of a C hnsttan 

Dr Ernie Zimbelman is associate pro
fes~or of Pastoral Co1111~eli11g ~t N?rtl~ 
American Baptist Se111t11ary 111 Siou>; 
Falls SD. He is also in charge of _the 
Siou~ Falls Psychological Services 
Clinic. 

meditating a nd transcending th is w6rldly 
life and reaching God cert;iinly is not 
fore ign to C hristian pract ice. If it. is, 
I 've missed the mark for years . I delight 
in meditati ng and feeling the presence of 
God move a nd dwell in m e! 

We as C hristians , need to be exceed
ingly 'careful that in becoming anti 
" m editation" we do not move away 
from God at a spiritual experiential 
level. "God is a Spiri t and they that 
worsh ip him must worship him in spi rit 
and in truth" (J ohn 4:24). Too many of 
our Christian experiences consis t of 
knowledge about God ra ther than expe
riences with God! 

Let us look at one definition of Tran
scendental Meditation .... it is a sim
ple, natural, effortless technique that 
allows the mind to experience subtler 
and subtler levels of the thinking pro
cess until thinking is transcended and 
the mind comes into direct contact with 
the source of thought." Now certainly 
Christians know that not just the source 
of thought but the source of a ll being is 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We need to know him a nd expe
rience him with our whole being. 

The reason thousands of people are 
nocking to use this technique (TM) is 
because so much of what is Christi an re
ligious experience is cognitive knowledge 
about God, rather than knowing God . 
Let us learn a new the ways of experienc
ing God and leading C hr istians into this 
experience. If we d o, the Maharishi 
Mahesh Yogi will go b roke, and the 
Chris tian fellowship will flouri sh. But if 
we spend our time trying to show the 
evils of transcendental meditation, the 
opposite will be true. 0 

chuckle 
milhbruno 

The politician had finis hed his cam
paign speech when an enthusiasti c 
woman yelled out, " You ' II get the 
vote o f every thinking American." 
He said, " That 's not eno ugh. I need 
a majority." 

Dial-a-prayer for atheists: You dial a 
number a nd no one answers . 

A negotiation with Russia is being 
worked o ut. We are sending 3,000 
cars from Detroit in excha nge for 
30,000 parking places in Siberia. 

Overhea rd in an a n museum : · ' l 
hope things aren't as bad a s they're 
paint ed." 

Employment Opportunity 
The Baptist Residence for Women in 
Manhattan, NY, is looking for a 
fu ll-time employee. Light bookkeep
ing, typing and general office work. 

Employee may live at the Resid~nce, 
located in mid-town . Negouable 
sala ry. 
Write rn 
Mrs. Ella Beck, 
President of the Board of Directors 
The Baptist Residence for Women 
225 East 53rd Street 
New York, NY 10022 
P hone: (212) PLJ-0521 

PROJECT MANAGERS 
Construction Management firm 
spec ializing in construct ion of 
churches and church related 
bu ildings has open ings for super
visory personnel. Appli cant must 
qualify as both Superintendent 
and Project Manager. Must be 
wi lling to relocate. 

Write, including resume: 
Church Bui lding Associates 
1 So. 210 Summit 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

BAPTIST YOUTH 
WORLD 

CONFERENCE 
Plan to attend the conference, 

July 19-23, 1978, in Mani la, Ph ilip
pines. Abou t 5,000 youth and 
youth leaders, 16-35 years of age, 
from approximately 80 countries 
are expected to attend. Theme: 
" Jesus Christ - The One Light for 
All People." 

An N.A.B. tour is planned for 
July 13-28, 1978, visiting our 
churches in Japan (five days), at
tending the conference in Manila, 
visi ting Hong Kong and Honolu
lu. 

Approx imate cost: $1,128.00 
(Leaving from San Francisco). 
Rooms ($13.00 per day), meals 
($5.00-$8.00 per day) and registra
tion ($45) for f ive days in Manila 
not included in th is price. An y
one interested in information on 
N.A.B. tour, contact the Rev. Ray 
Harsch, N.A.B. Conference, 1 So. 
210 Summit, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
60181. 

In Canada a tour is being ar
ranged by the Rev. Wenzel Hanik, 
842 Minto Street, Winnipeg , MB 
R3G 2R5. 
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WHAT 
CONCERNS 

YOU 

by 
Robert Koch 

"I hate, I despise your feasts and I take 
no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer me your burnt 
offerings and cereal offerings, I will not 
accept them, and the peace offerings of 
your fatted beasts I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your 
songs; to the melody of your harps I 
will not listen. But let justice roll down 
like waters and righteousness like an 
overflowing stream." 

The Scripture text in the firs t 
paragraph is taken from Amos 5:21 -24. 
Before continuing with this article, read 
it again, so your thinking is clear on 
what it says. 

At the t ime Amos wrote these words 
from God, the people of Israel were 
becoming apathetic toward the social in
justices and problems around them. The 
poor were oppressed, idolatry in the 
form of greed was prevalent, unethical 
business practices were common, and 
yet the Israelites didn't care about what 
was happening. They were becoming in
different to the problems of their fellow 
man, and, consequently, their faith 
began to lose its real meaning and 
became nothing more than a ritua l of 
solemn assemblies and sacrifices . 

God saw what was happening and 
gives it to the Israeli tes straight. He tells 
them, he's sick and ti red of thei r solemn 
assemblies, he despises their feasts, and 
he won't even listen to their hymns until 
they make some changes in their prior-

Robert Koch is a senior at Greenville 
College, Greenville, IL , majoring in 
business administration. He is a member 
of the Forest Park Baptist Church, For
est Park, fl . 
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ities. God wants the Israelites to be con
cerned about things that really matter. 
He wants them to be concerned about 
the establishment 6f justice and right
eousness and wants them to act on that 
concern. Then, and only then, will their 
offerings, sacrifices and worship have 
any real meaning. . 

Church attendance a nd the pracuces 
that go along with it have al~va.ys bee.n a 
major part of my own Chnsuan f~11h, 
and it occurs to me that oftenumes 
church attendance and the pract ices that 
go along wi th it become the sum to~al 
of my Christianity. I completely d is
regard the obligation I have to love 
others and substi tute an isolated selfish 
belief that by singing hymns and pray
ing prayers, I am in some way pleasing 
God. 

I can just see God observing my at
tempts at giving him glory and praise 
and watching him become just plain sick 
and tired of all the time I' ve wasted 
with meaningless rituals, while people 
around me are in desperate need of any
thing from food and clothes to salvation 
itself. God wants us to be concerned for 
others, and I feel he needs us to be con
cerned for others, because without that 
concern fo llowed by action, our church 
services and worship of God are mean
ingless. 0 

The 
Dawning 
Yield Thy Light, 0 Dayspring 
Remove me from shadows of fear 
And the nightmare of darkness 
Awake me from wasteful sleep 
Shine brightly 
Let me not avoid Thy Glo ry 

As day wears on 
May I reflect Thy Light 
May I not be a candle 
Flickering and weak 
Burning away in finite s trength 
But a mirror 
Brilliantly reveal ing Your hol iness 

Evening approaches 
The darkness of death closes in 
Yet a more beautiful sight is.clear 
There is no fear 
For the luminous sunset 
Is but a doorway to eternal day. 

- Luann Meissner 

Miss Meissner is a senior at Wayne 
State College, Wayne, NE, majoring in 
elementary education. 

"It says, 'The modern church tends to re irrelevant to 
the needs of modern society.'" 

Grow By 
Goals PART -2 
by Henry G. Ramus 
A basic truth of the business world 
works in the church, too. It is that per
sons achieve more when motivated and 
guided by positive goals. Successful 
companies and churches are goal-ori
ented. Goals are defined, methods are 
developed for their achievement, the 
methods are used, adjusted as necessary, 
constantly focusing on accomplishment 
of the goal. This process motivates and 
inspires; therefore it works. 

Jn last month's issue, the importance 
of setting goals fo r growth was d is
cussed a nd guidelines for goal sett ing 
were given: (1) focus on a few goals; (2) 
emphasize attendance first; (3) involve 
the people in goal setting; (4) develop 
plans for reaching goals. The following 
a re a continuation of these guidelines. 

Guidelines for Goal Setting (cont inued) 
5. Use high atlendance days 

Some Sunday schools celebrate Rally 
Day on the first Sunday of October. 
Everyone is " rallied " for the coming 
Sunday school year and usually meet 
together for a special program. T o
day this activity is often called "the 
high day" when a church tries to 
have one of the largest attendances 
of the year. If a church uses this 
strategy every yea r, annual expecta
tion is built up. Using the " high 
day" idea wi ll s tir up dead Chris
tians, visitors will see the church at 
its best, a nd the faith of the con
gregation wi ll increase as they expect 
God to do even greater things in the 
future. 

High a ttendance days can also be 
built around special lessons, seasonal 
days, such as promotion day, teacher 
a ppreciation, attendance campaigns, 
commitment cards or other ideas. 
They may come on the first Sunday 
of a quarter foll owing literature 

Adapted in part from the book, Using 
the Su nday School to Reach People, by 
Charles R. Livingstone. Copyright 1973, 
Convention Press, Nash ville, TN. Used 
with permission. 

delivery to every enrolled member 
the previous week. They may involve 
visitation, telephoning, letter writing 
or other fo rms of communication. 
H igh attendance days must be used 
in moderation, though. Four during 
one year would be maximum. 

6. Keep numbers in proper perspective 
There is nothing wrong with num
bers. There is a Bible book called 
Numbers. Jesus called his early 
disciples "the twelve" and later sent 
out 70 disciples. There were 120 in 
the upper room, 3,000 were saved 
and again later 5,000 were reached 
for Christ. Luke, the historian, 
states that "the number of disciples 
in Jerusalem mult iplied greatly" 
(Acts 6:1). Jesus commanded us to 
"go and make disciples of all na
tions" (Matt. 28: 19). Making disci
ples implies winning people to Christ 
and getting them to follow him. 
Numbers must not become more im
portant than evangelism. The danger 
of becoming enamored with statist ics 
is real. Sunday schools can confuse 
means and ends. The desired end 
result , o f course, is winning souls 
for Christ and build ing strong New 
Testament churches. The means is an 
emphasis on numbers . We must 
never reverse the two. H owever, the 
danger of losing sight of people 
altogether as we forget numbers is 
even more real and far more deadly. 
The educational stat istic tell us that 
anything that grows can be mea
sured. Numbers tell us if a church is 
growing or is dead. Another advan
tage of numbers is motivat ion. At
tendance graphs and charts stimulate 
workers to dedication, service and 
achievement. Numbers encourage the 
worker in his fa ith and commitment. 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe of Moody 
Memorial Church, Chicago, summed 
up well the proper perspective on 
numbers when on one occasion he 
said, "we count people because peo
ple count." 

7. Train the workers 
Training for outreach is aimed at 
changing the attitudes and the ac
tions of those being trained. This 
training cannot be done in a hurry. 
Usually more than one course is 
necessary. Church leaders must 
know what training is needed, and 
they must set aside time which is 
most advantageous for conduct ing 

this tra ining. A church must also sell 
the idea of training. A training pro
gram clarifies the objectives of the 
church and unifies the workers in 
their intent and in their methodolo
gies. Training plans should be made 
to meet specific needs. Sunday 
school leaders need special training 
for their tasks; and unless the train
ing is planned, it probably will be 
haphazard and inefficient. Provide 
for monthly workers conferences and 
special church study courses 
throughout the year. 

8. Test your vision 
The outreach goals of a church 
should be comparable to the out
reach opportuni ties of the church. 
Sometimes God's people set their 
goals too low because their vision is 
not adequate. Goals should be not 
only adequate but also challenging. 
Many churches do not attempt goals 
which are large enough because they 
tend to plan and work in their own 
strength . The need for prayer, the 
power of the H o ly Spirit and daily 
spiri tual renewal on the part of all 
who participate in the outreach pro
gram should be evident when the 
plans are put together. When Chris
tians real ize that God loved the en
tire world, they will not allow them
selves to become interested in 
reaching only a small portion of 
those who are prospects for Christ 
and church membership in their 
community. Christ died for all; we 
must be committed to reach all for 
Christ. 

9. Talk positively about the Sunday 
school 
Never talk negatively about your 
Sunday school. In sharing with other 
people, never say anything d iscour
aging. Think positively. You can al
ways find something to praise the 
Lord for. Praise the pastor, the su
perintendent, the Sunday school of
ficers, the teachers, the students. 
Always look up! Things are going 
great-the Sunday school never 
looked better- th ings are beginning 
to move-people are responding
talk it up positively! Be enthusiastic! 
People want to come where the ac
tion is. Talk about how the Lord is 
blessing your Sunday school and 
watch him do just that! 

10. Keep at it 
Never let well enough alone. Per
severance can swing the balance 
fro1:n fa ilure to success. Today 's 
achievement should be a stepping
stone t~ do something even greater 
for Christ tomorrow. Set a goal un
~shamedly; tirelessly work to rca1:h 
ll: In the moment of achievement 
give Goel the glory and set a new 
goal. D 
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Loving 
Is Joyous Living 

by Iona Quiring, 
English packet editor, 

Rogers, MN 
preparing the 1978 program packet has 

11
een qui te an adventure for me. I ' ve 

)llld a ll kinds of feelings, from appre-
11ension and anxiety to joy and satisfac
tion. And I 've "met" so many wonder
fvl women through. correspondence! IL 's 
been a great experience. But le t me tell 

0 u a little about the packet. 
Y fhe quality of the materia l our 
women have contributed is just excel
(eflL The only problem is that you ca n't 

0ssibly use a ll o f it! There are ten pro
pri:i ms on the theme, "Loving is Joyous 
[lving. " Bib le studies, d iscussion 

vides, learning activities, skits, true 
; 1ories, case s tudies-all sorts of ap

(oaches are suggested to help you dis
~0ver what God's Word teaches about: 

Loving God (Is it feeling, fa ith or 
fact? ) 

Loving my Neighbor (What is the 
bas is for effecti ve social action?) 

Loving Myself (I t's biblical!) 
Loving my Fa mily (According to 1 

Cor. 13; a Cameroon-type meet
ing. ) 

r...ov ing Fellow Believers (How do l 
treat o ther members o f the Body?) 

r...oving my Commun ity (C hurch Ex
tension . Why? Ho w? Is it wort h 
it? ) 

r_.oving the Unsaved (Who? Me? In
volved in evangelism?) 

,1...oving my Country (What is my re
sponsibility as a Christian citizen?) 

,1...oving People of A nother Cou ntry 
and C ultu re (What does it take? In 
Japan , for insta nce.) 

J...oving Creation (How does my love 
for God affect my a ttitude toward 
his world?) 

1welve of our women ha ve wrilten 
f°J'le devotiona ls, sharing Scripture and 
t l~ej r own thouglm o n ex periencing the 
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"Joy o f the Lord " in 12 specific areas: 
JOY .. . in prayer ... in praise ... in 
adversity . . . in service . . . in obe
dience ... in forgiveness ... in salva
tion (Christmas) . . . in salvation of 
others . . . in the Scriptures . . . in 
thanksgiving ... in certainty of eternal 
life ... in the abundant life . 

W e've a lso included some special fea
tures: "Come to Bethlehem," a Christ
mas program, stressing the difference 
Jesus' coming makes in our lives now; a 
Mother-Daughter program wi th several 
options entitled "The Time of Your 
Life"; an In ternational Dinner for Mis
sions featur ing foods (recipes, even) 
from many la nds. There is a lso a unique 
installation service and the biography of 
a White Cross bandage! A super section 
called " What is Your Missionary IQ?" 
gives plain practical ideas on how to 
keep your family , your WMF a nd your 
~hurc~ _informed and act ively involved 
m m1ss1ons . It ' s written by a former 
missionary. You ' ll want to keep it 
handy to use a ll year, and then you'll 
file it for future reference. 

Maybe you've heard about the new 
approach to WMF called "Circles of In
ter~st" _or "

1
I

1
nterest Groups." (LaYer

na ~ article, The Women's Missionary 
Umon : Salt and Honey in the C hurch ,, 
'."'hich appeared in the February I 977 
issue of the BAPTIST H ERALD ex
plained a bit about it.) 1 n the packet is a 
fea_tu re_ ca lled "Try It - You'll Like IL!" 
which is a report of three WMF's that 
have actua lly tried th is new concept 
One ~ro~p is in its second yea r, one ha~ 
been m It for jus t three mont hs and one 
for many_ y~a rs. Maybe this approach 
would _revita_hze _your WMF. At least it's 
worth mvesugatmg, a nd this feature will 
answer a lot of your questions. 

You ' ll fi nd something helpfu l and 
worthwhile in the 1978 program packet, 
no mailer how your WMF is organized . 
The women have done a terrific job! Be 
sure to o rder your packet. 

E~ch president and pastor' s wife has 
received order blanks from the Co f _ 

Off
. . n er 

ence ice in a recent mailing. How-
ever, you can order by writing to Miss 
Laverna M~hlhaff, Women's Mission
ary Fellowship, North American Baptist 
Con ference, I So. 2 10 Summit Av 
Oakbrook Terrace IL 60181. State t~·; 
?umber yo u wi ll need; price per packet 
is $2.50. The packets are available in 
German a nd Englis h. O 

The Joy Of Giving 
by Hanni Gebauer 

Kelowna, BC 
H~ve y~u. ever as ked yourself why you 
enJoy giving? . Never had tha t thought 
entered my mind until I was as ked to 

share o n "Why I enjoy g iving." 
Actually, I think the answer to that 

q uest ion can be summarized in one sen
tence: " I enjoy giving because God, 
through Jesus Chris t, has transformed 
me into a new perso n a nd has given me 
a new natu re." One aspect of this new 
nature is generosity a nd giving. It has 
grown into a fruit of his Spirit in me. 

As a young Ch ristia n, g iving was mo
tivated, perha ps, by something dif
ferent; most li kely the promises we find 
in the Bible tha t are ours when we give, 
such as: " If you give to the poor, your 
needs wi ll be supplied" (Prov. 28:27, 
paraphrased) or "Give, a nd it wi ll be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together a nd running 
o~er, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, i t will be 
'.;1easured to you" (Luke 6:38, N IV) and 

God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Cor. 
9:7b, NJV). 

These three verses (and there are 
many more) are beautiful promises that 
~otivate o ne to give. And those prom
ises have become ful filled so many times 
through the years that one could not go 
back to the beginning or start doubting. 
As we continue to walk a nd follow in 
obedience, God transforms our nature 
and some of the origina l m o tivations are 
replaced by the fruit of the Spirit taking 
shape in o ur lives . The receiver a nd the 
giver are b lessed. O 

by Dorene Walth 
W.M.F. president' 
Bismarck, No ' 
Do you enjoy your C hri sti a n life? Or do 
you go arou nd ac ting lik e the wicked 
stepmother o f Snow White? 

Through the most drab of duties and 
t~e most serio us of situations , a C hris
ll an woman can be joyfu l and ha ve 
pleasure . ~ne doesn't giggle at unpleas
ant experiences , nor treat them fri vo
lo usly. Piety has its place. Sincere 
co ncern about importan t mat te rs is nec
essary. But w hen piety and concern take 
the form of · · nega t1v1sm , lega lism or 

pesstm1s m, the opportunity to shine for 
Jesus a nd be a blessing to others is los t. 

A ll of us have dumpy d ays and 
mopey moments. If we remember that 
Christ can use any circumstance to 
glorify himself, we need o nly pray that 
he will give us understanding of the 
predicament al hand. 

There are lessons to be learned 
through failure, illness , loss, disappoint
ment and discouragement. These a re 
normal "steps" in the stairs of life. 

A sense o f humor is advantageous 
when we take time to examine some of 
our behavior. Eating words and swal
lowing pride can be a distasteful diet 
but beneficial nourishment to the soul. 

Le t's recognize our human helpless
ness and rely on the superhuman, super
natural power of God to give us inward 
calm a nd outward control of ourselves 
in ad verse times. 

What could seem worse at the mo
ment than spilled milk, burned en tree ' , 
or the husband late to dinner? It 's 
tough when your favorite figurine tum
bles to the floor in pieces, or you 
discover you've traveled the wrong 
highway and need to retrace 36 miles! It 
takes saintly stamina to nurse a sick 
child with stomach flu during the night 
and intestinal fortitude when the washer 
breaks down during the first of eight 
loads of clothes! 

Big dea l! We've all s urvived such 
things , and I venture to say God wi ll 
permit ma ny more s uch tests fo r each of 
us during our days . It is wise to prepare 
oneself a t the beginning of a new day by 
spending time with God and his W ord. 
Meet C hrist in the morning before meet
ing the family. Armed with the right a t
ti tude and internal joy, o ne can better 
face the day and a ll it holds. O thers 
besides ourselves will be the benefici
aries o f happiness as a result . 

"Ma ny are the afflictions of the 
righteous: but the Lord delivereth him 
out of them a ll " (Ps. 34: 19). D 

The Joy 
Of 

Service 
by Meta Schmeltekopf, 

Kyle, TX 
I a m, a t present , president of the 
W omen 's Missio nary Society o f Im
manuel Baptis t Church, Kyle, T exas. 

Eighty yea rs ago the women o f this 
church , then the First German Baptist 

Church of Kyle, organized to unitedly 
serve the Lord. At that time the ladies 
met in homes, driving to the gathering 
in horse and buggy, some going on 
horseback, a ll taking their li tt le children 
with them. T wenty years later, with the 
advent of the automobile, the m en 
would take the women (it was some 
time before ladies drove) and then they, 
too, organized. 

The WMS of Immanuel Baptist Church, Kyle, 
Tex. 

Why did these women organize? Be
cause together they could s hare respon
sibilities, together they could plan a nd 
discuss how to do something about the 
comm1ss1on "to go," together they 
could study the Scriptures, together they 
could learn about the mission enterprise 
of their denomination. They were chal 
lenged to look o n the fi elds and d o, in 
their way, so me sowing. Thus a regular 
time to get together was set a nd leader
ship chosen. 

As we look on these past years we 
praise and thank God for the opportuni
ties this united effort has given us. 

I j o ined the "Schwesterverein, " now 
the WMS, after I ma rried in 1930. 
Then , as now, we met once a month, 
mos tly a t the church , sometimes in 
homes . White Cross work has been a 
vital part o f our service. 

For many years our Sunday school 
has s hared White Cross goals with us by 
setting a side the last Sunday in August 
for a specia l offering which is used to 
buy mater ia ls , m edica l s up p lies , 
postage, etc. 

One of our joys has been in wntmg 
a nd praying for our missionaries. Each 
member has a "partner" o n the field , 
and we feel "family" wit h those w ho 
are serving, represent ing us in fields in 
fore ign and home lands. Our church 
supports Bill and Luci Lengefeld , 
short- termers and members of our 
chu rch , and the Richard Mayforths , 
former pastor of our church . Mexican 
missions in o ur community has been an 
integral part of our service through giv
ing a nd teachi ng. 

Now as we prepare to celebrate the 
eightieth anniversary o f our o rganiza
tion , we know the importa nce a nd va lue 
o f the women being un ited in missio n-

ary endeavor, for it has guided the 
outreach of this flock. An example in 
recent years is found in the service to 
the C hurch Extension project in Ho us
ton, when Immanuel became the parent 
church to that endeavor which today is 
a self-su pporting body. 

Why WMS? For the joy of service as 
we respond to the Lord ' s command , 
"go ." As a rural church we are today 
primari ly senio r adults but deeply grate
ful for the vision and goa ls looking on 
the fields gives us and the strength and 
opportunities the Lord supplies . We 
stand on the promise " the joy that the 
Lord gives you will make you strong" 
(Neh . 10:8, GNB). 
Editor's Note: The WMS of the Im
manuel Baptist Church, Kyle, Texas is 
celebrating their 80th anniversary this 
year. Mrs. Schmeltekopf and the entire 
group are thank/ ul for their pastor's 
wife, Mrs. W. H. Barsch, and are grate
ful for her willingness to serve by 
teaching, directing the choir, playing her 
violin and each year compiling their 
WMS year books. 0 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
women's work 
director 
The end of June marked the hal f
way mark for the WMF to reach 
their $400,000 goal. A t tha t time 
receipts totaled $233,926.00 . The 
triennia l yea r ends December 3 1, 
1978 which means we ha ve 15 
months left to reach our goal. We 
are grateful to each of you w ho ha ve 
so fa ithfully cont ributed. All the 
money given towards the WMF goa l 
goes directly to support miss ions at 
home and oversea s . We depend on 
each of our societies for their con
tributions to reach thi s goal. G od 
bless yo u as you give because o f your 
love for him. 

C ontinue to send you r green 
stamps to the Conference O ffice, 
where we are redeeming them. 0 
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The 
Convention 

by Oryn G. 
Meinerts, 

field secretary / 

Major Developments and Events. In 1976"we 
witnessed some notable developments and 
events in our Bapt ist work. In education, the 
last remaining class of teacher trainees 
graduated. The number of primary school 
managers was reduced from 6 to 4, along 
with an overall reduction of teachers. In 
theological education, Theological Education 
by Extension made good gains; plans were 
underway to upgrade the Baptist Bible Train
ing College program. In evangelism, suc
cessful crusades were conducted in the Banso, 
Oku and Noni areas. The Medical Authority 
along with the Education Authority con
tinued to undergo financial difficulties. One 
new fie ld, Bethel Field, was formed and 
organized. Despite efforts toward reconci lia
tion the rift between Ndu Field and the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention continues. 
Missionary personnel. Our missionary staff 
remained at the normal levels; although we 
were very short handed at Mbingo Baptist 
Hospital, where a second doctor is st ill 
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urgently needed. There were no new short
term missionaries during the year. The ab
sence of short-termers during the last six 
months was keenly felt, especially in our 
educational institutions. 
Finances. Again, the Baptist Education 
Authority and the medical institutions faced 
financial difficulties. Due to lack of school 
fees and government subvention to cover 
primary school teacher salaries, teachers were 
not paid for 2 \12 months in 1976. Our 
medical institutions were faced with financial 
difficulties because of rising costs of 
medicines, supplies, labor and equipment and 
a reduction in government grants. 

Giving by the churches toward field pro
grams was again encouraging. Most of the 
churches continued to struggle financially 
since their membership is under 100 mem
bers. 
Building and Maintenance. There was in
creased maintenance done on our buildings; 
most of them are not up to the standard we 
have maintained in the past. Construction 
was virtually at a standstill in 1976 due to 
lack of capital funds . The K.B.T.C. work
shop was the only project underway. Some 
local churches have been built by local funds. 
A new attractive church building was built in 
the Musang quarter in Bamenda under the 
direction of the Rev. Fred Holzimmer. 
Transportation and Communication. The cost 
of motor vehicles continued to be one of the 
highest items in most operating budgets. Cur
tailment of travel became necessary for many 
workers; especially for area co-ordinators for 
evangelism and church growth. Exceptionally 
poor roads during the rainy season contri
buted greatly to numerous breakdowns, and 
the age of most vehicles made them increas
ingly vulnerable. Only one vehicle was re
placed this year (at Sanso Baptist Hospital). 
The Land Rovers cost about $12,500.00 
There are about 10 old vehicles that will need 
to be sold or replaced within two years time. 
To replace vehicles is becoming increasingly 
difficult. At the present time we have 19 
vehicles. 

We continued to utilize the services of Mis
sion Aviation Fellowship, especially when the 
roads were next to impossible during rai ny 
season. We were hampered by the lack of an 
airstrip; otherwise, we would have used the 
plane even more. Plans for constructing strips 
are underway for Banso and Mayo Darle. 

By the end of the year a 30-40% increase 
in postal rates was announced. 
Integration . 1976 was the first full year of in
tegrated ministries and functions, since the 
work of the Cameroon Baptist Mission was 
absorbed within the Cameroon Baptist Con
vention. The organizational machinery of the 

C.B.C. ran very smoothly being guided by 
capable and mature leaders. . . 
N.A.B. visitors. Thirteen N.A.B. Christians 
visited Cameroon in 1976. 

The 
Convention 

by Samuel H. 
Ngum, 

executive 
secretary 

Theological education in the Convention. On 
July 1, 1977, a significant change in the name 
of B.B.T .C. and its programs is taking place: 
the 1977/78 academic year opens with the 
Certificate of Theology Course, offering both 
theological and secular di sciplines aimed at 
producing a pastor with education equal to or 
more than that of most of the educated 
members of his congregation. The diploma 
course will follow, leading up to a seminary 
program hoped for about 19~0/8 1. T.E.E. 
and Leadership training courses remain the 
props of our theological education. B.B.T .C. 
needs teachers. 
The Youth Department. The request of the 
youth department for full -time youth director 
has been met, Susan Krier accepted the ap· 
pointmcnt. 
The Baptist Men program has ceased for lack 
of interest and encouragement. 
Medical Expansion. Explorat ion is going on 
in attempt to extend the medical ministry to 
Mayo Darle Field to bring about a greater 
impact of Baptist influence on the people and 
serve our most distant Christians. 
New Field. We have a new field named 
Bethel, formed by 1, 156 members of Ndu 

19]]rart2 
are being changed by the G?sp.el ~v~rywhere 
in Cameroon and reflected in indw1dual de
votion to the cause of Christ. i~ t~e g~neral 
church attendance and in paruc1pa11on in the 
program of the church. 

nishings, and to make them last longer and 
took nicer . .. I am thankful God allowed 
me to complete my course before I ~~livered. 

I learned so much about nutnuon and 
~~~d foods for my family ... I want to start 
a New Life Club at home · · · I will not be 
afraid of leading any group now · · · 1 

wished I could stay another month ... 1 feel 
many more will attend next year · · · We 
should have many such courses throughout 

Field. Bethel has been operating for a~o~t a 
year. One hundred and twelve Chnsuans 
have been baptized. f 
Yaounde Project. Combining the efforts o 
the Board of Missions and of the Camer~on 
B t. t Convention the Yaounde ProJeCt 

ap 1s • ·ir f cs fund holds a little bit over two m1 ion ran . 
The problem now is finding land to bu~ . I~~~ 
piece of land which was located Marc 
was soon after declared Government land .. 
Cameroon Baptist Convention reprcscnta~1on 
abroad. The president of the Convenuo~, 
M E . K. Martin, represented us at t e 
B.~.A . General Council, Melbourne, Aus-

tralia . d the executive scc-
Pastor C. F. Tangwa an 

S el N Ngum, repre-
rctary the Rev. amu · Af · 
scnted' the Convcnti.on at the bian hel;1caa~ 
Christian Le.adersh1pf llAsse~P yand to ex-
N . b. KenJa for e ows a1ro 1, • . d · the witness of the 
amine the factors hin enng 
Christian church in Afric\h ughout history 
Changes in Cameroon. ro ff 
great changes in every ~oun~r(s ~t;v~;: ~h::=s~ 
the Church. In the car y ye. . one 
. hurch political stab1hty, peace, 

uan c • d roads and free travel were 
langu?ge, goo . read of the Gospel. 
enabling the quick ~P . Cameroon: politi-

This is our cxpcnen.c~ 1: ali sm freedom to 
cal stability, peace, btlhing and' freedom of 

1 d work anyw ere, 
sett e an k . s going on everywhere 
worship . Serious wo~s :0 improve travel and 
to impr~ve .the roTa hese provide opportunity 
communicauons. h th 

f ther Christian witness throug out . c 
to . ur w economic resources are being 
nauon. Ne .1 refinery on the West 
developed;. e.gh, ~~; ~~ renected in the total 
<:;o?st. oTfhtths e sC~ristians living in the areas of 
giving 
these developments. econdary and post secon-

More and more s. ened Campuses of 
dary schools arc being op d have been ex-

u · ·ty of Yaoun e the nivers1 . ·1 themselves of 
panded. Bapt.is.t ch1ldre:i1~ve~~ to the saving 
the opportun~ues and II that during the Nso 
grace of Christ. I reca 20 Bap 

. 1 B"ble Conference about -
Field Annua i 1 ad formed a group 
tist young people, '~~as:adors for Christ in 
known as Young A 1 Education was pre-
B · c II ge of Genera ' · u1 o e . vin a tremendous m-
sented. This group is had .~ our small church 
fluence in the college an i. D .. ·on 

· I of Bui 1v1si . 
at Tobin, the Capita d . for smaller field 
Ex.isling fie lds. T~e es1rc. our number of 
units leads to the increase in 
fields. Small field units work harder. 

f black American Baptist con-
The en.try o. a . 0 and Kumba un-

vention in Victoria, Sopp churches to 
doubtcdly will ~halleng~ ou\~e~~r witness for 
work harder in shar.ing 1 · churches. We 

. d · pporung t 1eir . 
Christ an in su . d Field Pastor in 
need a trained, experience · sion is said to 
Soppo Field , where the new mis 
be establishing it~ headfquarte~:· by the gospel. 
Changes in the hvcs 0 peop ·11 very 

. n and ties are s11 
Cultural in uence . fo the weakness 
strong here and responsible h Ir many lives 
of many Christians. Nevert c css , ' 

' Womens 
Worl< Cameroon." . 

The Women's Union sees a ~eed. for high 
level training of a Cameroonian _in hom.e 
economics who will be able to direct this 
phase of women's work in the future. 

by Fridah Abraham, 
Women's Union president 

and Patricia Mei nerts, 
women's Union advisor 

The work of the Women's Union in .1976 
continued on the local, regional and nauonal 
levels. There was much stability due to con
tinuity of leadership and program. The 
monthly paper, "We the Baptist W_omen," 
and the "Women's Manual" were pnnte.d to 
encourage and to help teach weekly meetings. 
Leadership training courses, prayer day ma
terials and Bible conference programs were 
also produced and put into use. . . 

The aim of 1975-76, " Family Devotions ~n 
Every Baptist Home" was emphasized m 
publications and conferences. One ~hurch 
chairwoman said that all women in her 
church now hold family devotions. She 
knows because she has visited them , one by 
one a~d taught those who didn't know what 
to do how to have them. She later went back 
to ch~ck up. When we were in her o.wn ho~e 
one evening, we had family devotions w1~h 
her and her children. Several children said 
memory verses; we read from the Bible, sang 
and knelt to pray. . 

The officers toured all of the fields wnh 
the workshop team. Two big needs that were 
seen were the needs fo r better local meetings 
and for more 3-H groups. Good literate lead
ership is necessary. In many churchc~, the 
pastor is still the key and only such figure, 
and not all churches have pastors. 

Four fields now have trained women's 
workers (girls with two to three years of Bible 
college training) . The girls are ~oung and 
primarily trained in ~~stor~l subJect.s;. so a 
need is seen for a rev1s1on in the training to 
include more practical subjects. 

The new project of the Union in 1976 was 
Home Economics. After years of talk and 
work, two courses were finally held, one for 
ten days at Soppo and one for four weeks. at 
Korn Baptist Teachers College, Belo, using 
college facilities. Attendance wa~ about ~ 
and 18 respectively. (The Jamaica Bap~1s1 
Missionary Society gave money for a sewing 
machine used in the courses). Both courses 
were very successful. Many kilo package ar
ticles contributed to this success. 

Testimonies written by two of the students 
who attended the course at KBTC are as 
follows: 

"We learned how to wash cement floors 
really clean. Now what shall I do when peo
ple want to come in with dir.ty shoes? ... · I 
d"d not know I had been m darkness, but 
a~ter all I learned, 1 see things differently 
now ... 1 want 10 call many women to my 
house and teach them all I learned ... We 
learned how to remove stains and wash 
clothes in a new way ... House craft taught 
us how to take care of our homes and fur-

Evangelism 
by Oryn G. Meinerts, 
evangelism secretary 

Area coordinators for evangelism and 
church growth. A great deal of ~he 
coordination of fie ld and Convention 
activities and programs, stimula tio n o f 
evangelism and church growth on local 
and field levels and leadership tramm~ 
is done by the four or five area coordi
nators and the field pastors. 

Goals. We encourage the fie lds t~ set 
goals for themselves. At the same nme, 
we h ave been pursuing the m atter .of set
ting goals for the C.B.C. and its de

partments. 
Overseas pastoral scholarship pro-

am This program has enhanced the gr . . 
ministries of seven Camerooman .Pa~tors 
to date: The Rev. John Nfor, pnnc1pal, 
B.B .T .C. ; the Rev. Peter J am a nd Pas
to r Charles Tangwa, field pastors , Belo 
and Banso Fields respectively; the Rev. 
Philip Mamngong, pastor' Mbem Ba~
tist Church; the Rev. Stephen Bangs1, 
Nkwen Baptist Church, Bamenda . The 
Rev. Samson Khama attended N.A.B. 

CAM EROON BAPTIST CONVENTION 
1976 

Executive secretary, Rev. Samuel 
Ng um . 

Field secretary, Rev. Oryn Meinerts 

Field . 
Cameroon Baptist Convention 

Membership 
Baptisms 
Inquirers 
Churches 
Pastors 

Ordained 
Non-ordained 

15 

39,027 
1,827 
3,886 

574 

76 
359 

MISSIONARY PERSONNEL, 1976 
Administration . 
Mr and Mrs. Oryn Melnert s, ft~ld sec-

. retary and women's work dtrector 
Mr. and Mrs. George Baab, treasurer 
Miss Susan Krier, youth worke~ 
Miss Ruby Salzman, C.B.C. office 

secretary 
Miss Irene Hanik, short-term 

missionary 
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College; and the Rev. Manasses Nji, 
N.A.B. Seminary during 1976-77. 

N .A .B. Seminary January term pro
gram in Cameroon. For the third 
straight year the Convention cooperated 
with N.A.8. Seminary in providing 
maximum exposure to the work of the 
Convention for two students , Mr. D. 
Fredricks and Mr. K. Priebe, during the 
month of January. 

Literature and films. Publication of 
the women's manual, " We the Baptist 
Women," spiritual Emphasis Days ma
terials for C.B.C. primary schools, 
"Baptist Voice," Field Bible Conference 
Lessons, and various courses continued. 

Large quantities of literature from 
over 50 N .A.B. churches were received. 
Over 10,000 tracts were received from 
various tract dis tribution organizations. 
The demand for literature is always 
greater than the supply. 

We received six fi lms donated by 
World Wide P ictures. Several fi lmstrips 
using a Cameroon setting were m ade for 
teaching purposes by Mrs. Patricia 
Meinerts . 

C.B.C. mission a reas. The C .B.C. has 
three areas in which it assists the local 
fields in evangelism and church growth: 
Mamfe Central, Mamfe Overside and 
Ndian. Many fields and several churches 
suppo rted evangelists in underevangel
ized areas. 

In order to encourage the mission 
areas t~ growth in their maturity , the 
conven tion adopted the policy of re
duced subvention on a percentage basis 
and a ti metable for complete fina ncia l 
withd rawal. As the mission areas be
come more mature, o ther underevangel
ized areas will be located a nd aided. 

EDUCATION 
Baptist Bible 

Training 
College, Ndu 

by John N. Nfor, principal 
Enrollment. On Sept. 6, 1976, the Baptist Bi
ble .Trai ning College began its 30th year of 
service, with 66 students enrolled in the 
regular ~-year course and 17 in the Theologi
cal Certificate Course. Our entire Bible col
lege family consists of 75 men, 8 girls, J 8 
wives ~nd 43 children making a total of 145. 
Teaching staff. The 1976-77 staff consis ted of 
the following: Dr. and Mrs. E. K. Pasiciel 
academic dean and vice principal; the Rev'. 
and Mrs. D. Burgess; the Rev. J. S. fumiak· 
Mrs. E. _Mich~lson; Rev. B. M. Ngong; Mis~ 
T. Schmidt, director, Pastors' Wives Depart
ment, and the Rev. J. N. Nfor, principal. 
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Staff for 1977-78. The staff for I 977-78 gives 
us great concern. All of the missionaries here 
at B.B.T.C. are scheduled for furlough with 
the exception of Miss T. Schmidt. 
Upgrading of program. With the 1977-78 
school year the College is to begin a general 
upgrading of the entire academic program, 
staff, library and teaching resources. As of 
July I , I 977, the College is to be known as 
the Cameroon Baptist Theological College. 
(It is hoped that a certificate of Theology and 
a Diploma of Theology will be undertaken in 
the next three years.) 
Graduates. 15 students from the third year 
course and 17 from the Theological Certifi
cate Course graduated on June 19, 1977. 
(This school provides pastoral leadership and 
women's workers for the Cameroon Baptist 
Convention.) 
Building need. The most pressing building 
need is the construction of a Women's De
partment building which will include a stu
dent recreational room and a new staff 
house. Also, the matter of painting our build
ings we consider to be an urgent need. 

Pastors' Wives 
Department, 

B.BT.C. 

by Tina 
Schmidt, 
director 

The Pastors' Wives Department boasted of 
thr~c female teachers as compared to one 
during last year . Thus two subjects could be 
taught at the same time. The sewing classes 
":'e~e divided into smaller groups where in
dJVJdual attention was needed. 

Housecraft was taught the first term. Use
ful items such as poli sh and cleanser were 
made _out of available material; palm oil was 
used in the polish and wood ashes in the 
cleanser. 

Seventeen wives are enrolled. One encour
agement is the unusual fact that all the in
coming wives could speak Pidgin English! 
Much of the progress of the wives can be at
tributed to their husbands' help, and that in 
turn depends on what the husband's allitude 
is toward his wife. 

Our long-range hope is that in a few years 
the College will have a building where we can 
expand our Home Economics program. 

Primary and 
Post Primary 

Education 
by E. W. Yankuma, 
educat ion sec retary 

The Cameroon Baptist Convention educa
tional institutions totalled 74 primary schools 
in both North West and South West Prov
ince. At the beginning of the year the govern
ment decided to take over nine primary 
schools and propose to take over 11 more. 

We would be left with a total of 54 schools 
to supply students to the existing four post 
primary schools. The drop in attendance in 
both rural and urban area schools is in
credibly steep and consequently threatening. 
The drop is caused by the introduction of 
new fee rates. 

There are about 390 teachers teaching in 
those primary schools; a goodly percent o f 
them are Grade II teachers. 
Buildings and fu rniture. The lack o f mo ney 
to either put up new buildings or carry out 
necessary repairs has an unfortunate cor
responding lack of interest in the teachers to 
do minor repairs with materials children 
could bring, to the extent that some o f the 
school buildings are torn up and are looking 
most unsightly. Damaged furniture is hardly 
repaired much less replaced. 
Post primary inslitutions. We operate four 
post primary institutions: Saker Baptist Col
lege, Victoria, a girls ' college, and Baptist 
Boys. Secondary School, Great Soppo; Korn 
~apust Technical College, and Joseph Mer
r~ck Baptist College, Ndu, both co-educa
llonal. 
Staffing. Staffing remains a problem in the 
area of science. Nearly all of our colleges are 
u~derstaffed with graduates of the Baptist 
'.a1th, thus this raises the question as to the 
in fluences students in our college pass 
th~ough . We received no short-term mission
aries la~t _year. We would appreciate short· 
te~m. m1ss10nary services as well as regular 
m1ss10naries ! 
~chool build ings. Because the financial posi
uon of the colleges is healthier than that of 
the_ primar_y schools, the college buildings and 
their. furniture are kept in very reasonable 
~epairs. T here is great need for special build
ings: J.M.B.C; a laboratory; K.B.T .C ; a 
wor_kshop; B.B.S.S.; a laboratory. All four 
institutio ns need a chapel. 

There is also need for more housing on 
campus for tutors in K.B.T .C. and J .M .B.C . 
Sc_hool discipline. Tremors o f strikes by the 
primary school teachers fo r non-sala ry pay
~~n ts quieted down with news of the availa
bility of government subvention fo r sa laries 
payment. The principals and staff have main-

tained good discipline in their colleges. The 
good performance at the G.C.E. examination 
is d ue to good climate which is conducive to 
good teaching and living. 
Religious activities. In both primary and post 
primary institutions, religious activities, youth 
organizations, inquirers classes, sp iritual em
phasis and special religious programs are be
ing organized. The purpose is to lead swdents 
to Christ and provide means of soul nurtur
ing. 

As yet the schools form the most ferti le 
field of evangelization. If we should lose our 
primary schools, God should show us another 
way to reach children with his Word . 

Sal<er Baptist 
College 

by William N. Tayui, 
pri ncipal 

Saker Baptist College has continued _to 
flouri sh as a Christian secondary school w~th 
an up-to-date reputation within the entire 
Cameroon population. It has become a com
mon and well-known fact that many Cam~
roonian parents struggle to have thelf 
daughters admitted to S~ker . C?ll~ge because, 
as they say, there is strict d1sc1phne . H~~e at 
Saker, we are concerned about t~e spmtu'.11 
needs of the girls as well as thetr academic 
achievements. . 
Staffing. Sta ffing still remains our. maior 
problem. In the history of Saker Baptist Col
lege, missionary personnel at the college ~as 
never at any one time been red~ced to a s~n
gle missionary as it is now, with only ~1ss 
Wilma Binder on the staff of Saker as against 
twelve missionaries in 1971 / 72! One great 
change that is taking place is th~ fact that ~ur 
Baptist Christian influence continues to dwin
dle as a result of the Jack of those who were 
well brought up in the Baptist faith . At pres
ent our staff is mixed; one can hardly keep 
fro:n employing tutors who have not been 
brought up in the Baptist way, beca~se we 
need their field of specialization m t~e 
school. This is the main reason why ~ve sull 
need Baptist missionaries and ~apus_t n~
tionals concerned with ou r Bapust faith in 

our post primary institutions. . . 
We need quali fied missionary sc1e?ce 

teachers in Biology, Chemistry, Ma~h~mau~s , 
Physics, etc. The Christ-filled m1ss10naries 
are mo re devoted, more sincere and more 
concerned with sharing Christ, as well as 
devoted in their duties . At the_ end ~f the 
1976/77 academic year, Miss Wilma Binder, 
who has been the life wire of the School, 
leaves o n fu rlough. Miss Eunice Kern is to 
replace her. We need. s~ience. teachers. We 
will need full-time m1ss1onarics but mean
while can manage with the short-term ones: 
Students. The student body totaled 360 g1rls 
(33 0Jo Baptists, 5511/o Presbyterians, and 1211/o 
Catholics and other denominations). 
Academic work. Our students give excellent 
performances in the University of London 
General Certificate of Education 'O ' Level, 
which the school writes at the end of every 
academic year. Our acceptance by t~e general 
public as a Christian institution of high mor~l 
and spiritual q uality as well as our academic 

standards continue to sell the coll!!ge to the 
Cameroon population. 
Christian activities. The School has a 3-H 
group, organized by Miss Wilma Binder. The 
entire population of Victoria and Fako Divi
sion is reached with our annual Christmas 
concerts and Easter programs. Both students 
and staff were greatly blessed and strength
ened during Spiritual Emphasis weekend in 
May. 
Finances. The school continues to suffer 
financial difficulties as a result of rising costs 
and the over-inflation now in the Cameroon 
society. Staff salaries have gone up con
siderably. Food costs have doubled. The 
Government Grant, which was calculated on 
the basis of the existing staff as was the case 
in previous years , is no longer the case. The 
Government just decides on a figure arbit rar
ily without the assessment of the cost in
volved . 
National social insurance. We are now re
quired to pay for social insurance to cover 
our staff and non-teaching staff for industrial 
accidents, pension schemes and family allow
ances. 
Electricity costs. Our source of great alarm is 
the high cost of electricity which is now 
50011/o higher than what we used to pay. The 
water bills have more than doubled, too . 
Fire accident. On Feb. 13, 1976, the school 
suffered a fire disaster which destroyed prop
erty. Through the aid of Miss Kern, some of 
the costumes were replaced from her personal 
money. T he building has since been repaired 
through donations from Cameroon Baptist 
Convention, Presbyterian chu rches, the 
general public and parents of Saker College 
girls . 
Conclusion. Miss Wilma Binder has done an 
outstanding service to the school in many 
ways. Miss Eunice Kern is to be commended 
for her active participation and vitality as a 
spiritual force in the school. Many faithful 
nationals are to be commended for their sac
rifices and contributions to the growth of the 
school. 

Joseph Merricl< 
Baptist College 
by Robinson F. Fominyen, 

principal 
The College is co-educational and runs a 
five-year secondary school course which pre
pares the students fo r the Ordinary Level 
General Certificate o f Ed ucatio n Examina
tio ns o f the University of London. T he en
rollment has increased: 270 boys; 142 girls. 
The staff is composed of I American, I In
dian and 19 Cameroonians. There are only 
four graduate teachers. 
Religious activities. Mr. 0. N. Wari , chap
lain, is in charge of all religious activities. A 
religio us census of the college shows the fol
lowing: Baptists, 224; Presbyterians, 110; 
Catholics, 53; Moslems, 25. 

With the non-recognit ion o f Religious 
Kno wledge by the government as a quali fica
tion fo r employment, we are find ing difficul
ties in teaching the subject. 

The students attend Sunday worship ser
vices in the churches of their denominations. 
The Baptist members auend Sunday worship 

services in B.B.T.C. Chapel. We have a col
lege choir, but we need a J .M.B.C. chapel. 
O ther activities. The college takes part in all 
sporting activities in the Division. Farm work 
was introduced last year. The children take 
keen interest in this, since it is backed by 
government. We have also introd uced the 
permanent keeping o f cows. 
Housing. Housing is not adeq uate. Dor
mitories are getting smaller, as the enrollment 
grows. Tutors' quarters are inadequate; the 
old buildings are getting bad . 

This College needs more short-term teach
ers especially in the sciences. The college is in 
desperate need of an engine for the o ld gen-
erator. 

Baptist Boys 
Secondary 

School, Soppo 
by Flavius K. Martin, 

principal 
The second year in the life of B.B.S.S., 
1976-77, may be termed a year of growth and 
progress: increased enrollment, increased 
staffing and stronger recognition from exter
nal institutions. There are 217 students en
rolled and 10 staff members. There are 43 
Baptists, 100 Presbyterians, 73 Catholics. 
Religious Emphasis. With the addition of 
Miss Berneice Westermann and the Rev. 
Nteff to the college, religious emphasis has 
greatly improved . Miss Westermann serves as 
religious adviser, and Rev. Nteff is chaplain. 
Pastor Nteff runs inquirers' classes two af
ternoons a week , a mid-week devotional Bi
ble study and Sunday vespers. On Sunday 
mornings, students go to their respective 
churches. 
Staffing. A good co llege depends on the 
educational qualificat ion and moral qualities 
of its staff members. Our B.B.S.S. staff is 
professio nally and spiritually good. Emphasis 
has been placed both on academic and practi
cal subjects such as sports and agriculture. 
Students are responsible for compound clean
ing. They are taught to take pride in manual 
work. However, we have greatly depended on 
part-time tutors this year in the area s of 
math, literature and agricult ure. As the col
lege expands, however, one needs permanent 
staff for stability and continuity. Consequent
ly, our staff needs for 1977/ 78 would include 
a graduate tutor in English , in science/ math
ematics, and in music/ arts . 
Fees. The greatest setback this year has been 
in the cutback in fees per student in agree
ment with government decree establishing 
fees. This reduction has resulted in a budget 
cut. T herefore money remains one o f the big
gest worry items in the survival of the col
lege. B.B.S.S., until now, has no government 
grants . 
Grants to the college. We have received word 
o f a sizable library book grant from the 
British Council to the college, through the 
ELTA representative in Bamenda . We are 
also pleased to report the donation of boo ks 
to the college library from the British Coun
~il , London, through the IVS representative 
in Cameroon. The books are still awaited 

We need equipment in the science ~rea . 
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Science equipment ordered from England is 
still eagerly awaited, and the need to build a 
new science laboratory is envisaged in the 
next three years. Equipment of classrooms, 
replacement of desks and renovation are still 
a dire necessity. 
~oals and needs. Our needs are many; these 
include personnel, equipment, renovation, 
construction and transport. One is the con
struction of a science lab and the other is the 
purchase of a college vehicle. We have run 
the college for two years without an official 
transport. B.B.S.S. would be pleased to re
ceive any vehicle which is to be given away. 

Korn Baptist 
Vocational 

Technical 
College 

by Jeremiah N. Waindim, 
principal 

The teachers' program. Due to an oversupply 
of teachers, the final class of teachers was 
transferred from B.T.T.C., Soppo, to 
K.B.T.C., Njinikijcm, and graduated in Jun; 
1976. This brought the C. B. Convention's 
Grade 11 teachers' training program to an end 
All in the class passed the Teacher's Grade Ii 
Certi ficate Examination, thus giving this col
lege a hundred percent success for the first 
time. B.T.T.C. was convened to a boys' sec
onda~y school (B.B.S.S.) and K.B.T.C. to a 
vocauonal school. 

The vocational technical program has 
reach.ed its third year. There are 193 boys and 
61 girls (138 Baptists, 44 Presbyterian 52 
c;:atholics, 18 others) enrolled. The staff ~on
s1sts of 12 Cameroonians, two North Ameri
cans, and one other. 

The college is in need of qualified instruc
tor~ in trade areas: electricity (degree holder), 
agncuhurc, and business education (degree 
holder). If we do not get an instructor for 
Electricity, I am afraid that students want ing 
to take Electricity may revolt. 

We need a ho~e economics wing, a science 
la?or~tory , a library, staff offices, dor
mitories, staff residences, and a concrete 
floor. 

Major acti vities are agriculture and con
struction . 

In the garden are grown vegetables, such as 
tomatoes, cabbages, carrots and beet root. 
The produce is sold. One-third of the sales is 
given lo each student and two-thirds to the 
school for the purchase of seeds and tools 
and for maintenance during vacation . A 
poultry house is being constructed by stu
dents taking Construction. Students under 
the direction of Mr. Lemke, built a kiln for 
the burning of bricks, a hand-wash basin and 
enlarged the kitchen. 
Religious actjvities. About 76 percent of the 
students arc. Baptists. The college is deeply 
con~erned w11h the spiri tual and moral lives 
of Jts students. Religion is one of its com
pulsory subjects. Since the teachers' program 
phased out, the third-year students show keen 
interest in the teaching of Sunday school· al
though they arc still young. Students contlnue 
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to go out to teach Sunday school in the near
by churches every Sunday. Morning and eve
ning prayers form the main characteristics of 
the daily lives of the students. Several choir 
groups exist in the coliege, thus students learn 
to praise God through songs. About eight 
students have accepted Christ and will be 
baptized this year. 

The staff of K.B.T.C. is trying to work 
hard to support the spread of the gospel in 
this area by giving their contributions 
through payroll deductions. Most members of 
the staff find joy in giving through this 
system. D 

MISSIONARY PERSONNEL, 1976 
Education 
Miss Wilma Binder 
Miss Eunice Kern thru June 
Mr. and Mrs. Berndt Lemke 
Miss Joyce Lind from August 
Rev. and Mrs. Larry Scheffler 
Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis Schlafmann 
Miss Berneice Westerman 
Mr. Darryl Hein· thru June 
Miss Marianne Kuhn* thru June 
Miss Helen F. Lengefeld* thru 
June 
*short-term 

Theological 
Education 

Cameroon 
Baptist 

Theological 
Seminary 

by Ernest K. 
Pasiciel, 

vice principal, 
8.8.T.C. 

By action o f the 1975 Executive Council of 
the Cameroon Baptist Convention the open
ing of the Cameroon Baptist Theological 
Seminary was postponed indefinitely. The en
tire theological education program of the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention is to be up
graded. The Cameroon Baptist Theological 
Scm.inary is a pan of th is new program; 
scmrnary level training is to be instituted in 

1981/ 82 . 
Diploma after the implementatJOO of the 

The r Of Theology Course. 
lbrary resources have been transferred 

!O l~e Baptist Bible Training College for the 
mtcnm. 

1:'he nee? .for ~mproved and .advanced theo
logical train m g m Cameroon 1s. great, but so 
arc the resources necessary for us Pr . 

• 1 Oper 1m-
plemen1at100 · 

b ,Arthur .G. 
Y Helwig, 

administrator 
E Ministry has made a de . . 

The T.E. .d ts churches and fi fin ite im-
slU en • •eld h pact on ·ously embraced Th s, w ere 

. h b en sen . e m . 
II as e fi ·at result is notic d . ost evi
dent bene ici e 1n pastoral 
ff ~ y in the loca l chu rch Conrd 

c 1c1enc . evangelism d 1 cncc, 
enthusiasm 10 an determined 
well-planned programs often indicate lessons 
well-learned. 

In 1976 we realized an enrollment increase 
of 58 percent. Slig.htly over 30? courses were 
completed in 10 fie lds. The Bible College is 
giving credit for T.E.E. Courses toward the 
Certificate Program ; this has stimulated 
many trainees to enroll . We have a goal of 
increasing enrollment by another 50% in 
1977. 0 

MISSIONARY PERSONN EL, 1976 
Pastoral Education 
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Pasiciel 
Rev. and Mrs. David H. Burgess 
Miss Ernstina Schmidt 

Noetiger als Brat 
und alle guten Gaben 
ist, dass w ir dich, Herr Christ, 
auf unsrer Wegfahrt haben . 

Du bist Brot und Wein 
Wer koennte ohn' dich

1 

leben 
und ohn' den hellen Schein, 
den du der Welt gegeben? 

Welt, bedenk es wohl, 
was Gott dir gab aus Gnaden, 
da Lieb' aus Liebe quail, 
geh, Welt, auf Gottes Pfaden. 

Noetiger als Brat 
Und alle guten Gaben 
ist, dass wir dich, Herr Christ , 
auf unsrer Wegfahrt haben. 

Gerhard Fritzsche 

DER SEDDBDTE 
Monatsbei lage zum 

bapdsl helilld 
der Nordamerikan ischen Baptisten 

1 So. 210 Summit Avenue 
Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, IL 60181 
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DANKBAR SEIN 
IN ALLEN DINGEN 

Vom Schrlftleiter notlert 

In diesem Jahr sind alle Mitglieder des Nordamerikanischen 
Baptistenbundes aufgefordert , den M onat Oktober zu einem 
Festmonat des Dankens zu machen. Der Inhalt des Baptist Herald 
ist ganz auf dieses Thema eingestellt. 

Ich bin persoenlich sehr froh, dass diesmal die D anksagungsbe
tonung gleichzeitig an unsere Geschwister in den Vereinigten 
Staaten und in Kanada gerichtet ist. Da das Erntedankfest in 
Ka nad a gewoehnlich im Oktober gefeiert wird, fuehlen sich die 
meisten Amerikaner von dem Thema noch nicht angesprochen, 
weil sie erst an ihrem " Thanksgiving Day" Ende November in d ie 
rechte Dankstimmung kommen. Da ist es d ann selbst bei der 
Gestaltung unserer Bundeszeitschriften schwer, zur rechten Zeit 
den rechten Ton zu finden. 

Diesmal aber werden wir a ls Nordamerikanische Bapt isten 
beiderseits der Grenze durch P lakate in unseren Kirchen, <lurch 
Broschueren, durch besondere Predigten, wie auch durch diesen 
Baptist Herald/Der Sendbote zum Danken angeregt , und zwar 
bereits im Monat Oktober. Wir wollen als Ursachen zum Danken 
an den Segen denken, den wir in unseren Ortsgemeinden erhalten 
haben. Unsere H erzen sollten froh werden, wenn wir bedenken, 
d ass t rotz grosser U nruhe am Welthorizont un~ere Missionsfelder 
in Kamerun, Nigerien, Japan und Brasilien gewachsen sind. Beim 
Betrachten der W achstumskurve der Neulandmissionsarbeit 
(Church Extension) werden wir gar nicht anders koennen, als Gott 
von Herzen zu d anken . Und wenn wir dann noch an das Seminar 
in Sioux Falls und das College in Edmonton denken, an die 
Segensarbeit der God 's Volunteers, an den treuen Einsatz der 
Frauenmissionsgruppen, dann braucht es nicht mehr vie!, um uns 
zum Loben und Danken einzust immen. 

Aber noch ein Gedenktag sollte uns dankbar machen: Der 
Reformatlonstag. In diescm Sommer hatte ich das Vorrecht , die 
Stadt Zuerich zu besuchen. Beim Anblick des Grossmuensters 
wurde ich d aran erinnert, wie der Reformator Huldrych Zwingli 
an dieser Staette sich fuer die unverfaelschte Verkuendigung des 
Wortes Gottes eingesetzt hatte. Zwingli hatte lieber auf die 
paepstlichen Renten verzichtet, statt auf den Grundsatz: "Das 
Wort tut's!" 

Auch wenn der Reformationstag eigentlich an das Anschlagen 
der Thcsen <lurch Martin Luther erinnern soll, durch welches die 
Reformation eingeleitet wurde , so wollen wir dankbar auch der 
Hussiten gedenken, die unter der Fuehrung des Prager 
Reformators Jan Hus das Recht auf freie Wortve rkuendigung 
forderten. 

Die Liste der Reforma toren koennte hier fortgefuehrt werden. 
Aber ich will keiner Heldenverehrung das Wort reden. Mir geht es 
vielmehr darum, d ass wir uns bei aller Dankbarkeit fuer den 
furchtlosen Einsatz der Reformatoren fragen , ob auch sic ein 
Recht haetten, au f uns, ihre Nachfahren, stolz zu sein. Trotz 
meiner Liebe zu vielen Religionsgemeinschaften kann ich doch oft 
nicht umhin , mich von einigen religioesen oder sogenannten 
religioesen Gruppen abzusetzen. Wenn mich Hare K rischna 
Moenche oder Rev. Moon Anhaenger in ein Gesp raech ueber ihre 
Religionsschriften verwickeln wollen , lasse ich es ga r nicht erst 
dazu kommen . Sic wollen gewoehnlich nichts von Jesus hoeren 
und ihre Geschichten anzuhoeren , dazu ist m ir die Zeit z~ 
kostbar. 

Luther, Zwingli, Hus und and ere Reformatoren waren bereit 
das W ort Gottes zu verteidigen, woman es angreifen wollte. Daz~ 
sollen auc~ wir. bereit sein. Aber von unfr.uchtbaren G espraechen 
sollten w1r heber absehen, um fre t zu sein, sich der 
Gotteskindschaft und unserer Erloesung zu fteuen. Und G tt 
sagt: "Wer Dank opfert, der preiset mich." RJK 
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Ein Wort zum Reformationstag am 31. Oktober 1977. 

Durch Reformation zur Freiheit! 
Der Protestantismus verdankt seine Existenz der 

Reformation im 16. Jahrhundert, der Wiederentdeckung 
des Evangeliums als der Botschaft, durch die Gott den 
Menschen persoenlich anspricht, und zwar so, dass er auf 
seinen Anruf eine persoenliche Antwort von ihm erwartet. 
lndem Gott uns in Jesus Christus begegnet und indem er 
uns in dieser Begegnung eine Stellungnahme zu ihm 
abverlangt, die kein anderer uns abnehmen kann, macht er 
uns von jeder anderen Autoritaet frei. Wir koennen nicht 
anders, als ihm selber in eigener, persoenlicher Verant
wortung unsere Antwort geben. Da hat unsere Freiheit, 
unsere Glaubensfreiheit, unsere Gewissensfreiheit ihren 
Grund. Und das , was sich aus dieser Begegnung ergibt, 
koennen wir keiner fremden Autoritaet, weder des Staates 
noch der Kirche, noch irgend einer anderen Autoritaet 
ausliefern. 

Diese Begegnung schafft dadurch Freiheit, dass sie ganz 
an Gott und an ihn allein bindet. Wer diese Freiheit kennt, 
der wird sie nicht preisgeben koennen, weil er damit sich 
selbst a ls Mensch und als Kind Gottes preisgeben wuerde. 
Wir koennen nichts anderes und nichts besseres und 
wichtigeres tun als die Botschaft Gottes hoeren und 
weitersagen, allen irdischen Autoritaeten zum Trotz, die 
den Menschen unter ihren totalen Anspruch knechten 
wollen. 

Das ist nun die entscheidende Frage fuer den 
Protestantismus heute, ob wir Jesus als den Befreier der 

Um was es bei 

von D. Niemoeller 

Menschen, als Erloeser dieser verlorenen Welt verkuendi
gen und bezeugen. Hier liegt seine grosse Aufgabe und von 
hier aus wird deutlich, dass die Noete, in die wir in der 
protestantischen Welt geraten sind , heilsame Noete sein 
sollen. Wir haben nicht fuer die Freiheit zu kaempfen, 
obwohl die Freiheit der Kinder Gottes unser hoechstes Gut 
ist, fuer da~ wir Gott taeglich und niemals genug zu danken 
haben . W1r haben auch nicht die andern davon zu 
ueberzeugen, dass diese Freiheit doch mehr wert ist als 
alles, worum die Menschen sich muehen und wofuer sie mit 
so fragwuerdigen W affen und Mitteln gegeneinander 
kaempfen und darueber nur immer tiefer in Neid, 
Feindschaft und Hass hineingeraten. 

W~s wir zu tun haben, ist die Verkuendigung des 
Befre1ers, ct.em alle Gewalt gehoert. Gegen ihn wird keine 
W af~e, kem Schwert und kein Hass irgend etwas 
ausnchte.n; aber er mit seiner goettlichen Menschen- und 
Suenderhebe, er mit seinem Opfer und seinem Erbarmen 
wird den Sieg gewinnen! 

Die Gegenwartsfrage an den Protestantismus ist also eine 
Frage des Herrn Christus: ob wir' s auf ihn hin wagen 
wollen •. den Weg . seiner Nachfolge zu gehen oder ob wir 
n~c? diesem oder Jenem politischen Strohhalm greifen. Tun 
wir ihm unser Herz auf und verkuendigen wir in dieser Welt 
Jes~s v~n Nazareth, die wir <lurch ihn wieder Menschen und 
freie Kmder Gottes werden sollen und duerfen. 0 

von Wilhelm Busch 

der Reformation ging 
Aber Gott hat Frieden gemacht. Als 

Jesus fuer uns starb, hat Gott Frieden 
gemacht mit Suendern. 

Als die Reformatoren das erkannten, 
griffen sie im Glauben zu. Und wir? 

Der feiert recht Reformationsfest, deres 
ebenso macht. 

"Nun, wir denn sind gerecht geworden 
durch den Glauben, so haben wir Frieden 
mit Gott durch unsem Herrn Jesus 
Christus" (Roemer 5, 1). 

Es gibt viele Menschen, die feiern das 
Reformationsfest wie - ja wie einen 
Museumsbesuch. Wenn ich ein Museum 
besuche, dann bewundere ich wohl voll 
Ehrfurcht die alten Muenzen, Kleider und 
Bilder. Aber dann gehe ich wieder fort und 
lasse alles an seinem Platz. Ich koennte ja 
auch im Leben nichts anfangen mit diesen 
Dingen. 

So duerfen wir nicht das Reformations
fest feiern! Bei der Reformation ging es 
naemlich um eine Frage, die mich heute in 
meiner Lage brennend beruehrt. 

Um was ging es denn in der Reforma
tion? 

Es ging nicht um die Frage einer 
deutschen Sprache und Kultur. Es ging 
nicht um soziale Forderungen und Refor-

me~ . Es ging.auch nicht um die deutsche 
Nation oder eme romfreie Kirche. Das fie! 
alles noch dabei ab, wie die Spaene beim 
~obeln . A?er es ging um das Hobeln 
nzcht um die Spaene. ' 

Um was ging es denn den Reforma
toren? 

Es ging einzig und allein um die Frag . 
"Wie bekomme ich Suender Frieden ~t· 
G tt?" D · · mi o . as ist die brennendste aller 
Fragen. Wehe uns , wenn sie von uns nicht 
gestellt und beantwortet wird! 

Als die Reformatoren diese Frage mit 
Ernst stellten, da merkten sie: Kein 
Mensch kann die Frage beantworte H' . n. 1er 
versagt . Jeder noch so gut gemeinte 
menschliche Vorschlag. 

. So kamen s.ie an Gottes Wort , an die 
Bibel. Und h1er fanden s1·e das . . zwe1te: 
K~m Mensch kann von sich aus mit Gott 
F~1eden machen, so wenig der Schuldige 
m1t dem Gesetz Frieden machen kann. 
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Mit Paul Speratus (1484-1551) beken 
nen wir: 

"Es ist das Heil uns kommen her von 
Gnad und lauter Guete· die Werk, die 
helfen nimmermehr, si~ moegen nic_ht 
behueten. Der Glaub sieht Jesum Chr1s
tum an, der hat gnug fuer uns getan, Er ist 
der Mittler worden. 

Sei Lob und Ehr mit hohem Preis um 
grosser Guttat willen, Gott, Yater, Sohn 
und Heil'gem Geist. Der woll mit Gnad 
erfuellen •. was Er in uns angfangen hat zu 
E~ren Semer Majestaet, dass heilig werd 
Sem Name· 

Sein Rei~h zukomm· Sein Will auf Erd 
' h ' g sc eh wie im Himmelsthrone; das 

taeglich Brot noch heut uns werd; woll 
unsrer Schuld verschonen als wir auch 
unsern Schuldnern tun ; la~s uns nicht in 
Versuchung stehn; loes uns vom Vebel. 
Amen." O 

Jes us beschaemt 
den Egoisten 

Text zur Geschichte von der Speis1111g 
der 5000 naclz Jolza1111es 6 aus: Johnson 
Gnanabaranam, "Heute, mein l esus", zur 
Geda11ke11anreg1mg am Emteda11kso1111-
tag. D er Verfasser ist in Suedi11die11 be· 
lzeimatet. 

Eine Mutter spricht: "Mein lieber Sohn, 
mein kluger Sohn, hoere, was deine 
Mutter dir sagt. Ats ich aus dem Brunnen 
Wasser schoepfte, vernahm ich: 'Jesus' 
von dem wir grosse Dinge erwart~n, 
kommt in unsere Gegend. Er w1rd 
predigen, er wird heilen.' Nun gehe d~ hin 
und schaue alles an und komme wieder 
und erzaehle mir, was du erlebt hast. Ich 
habe dir Brot und Fisch eingepackt. Gehe 
hin in Frieden, mein lieber Sohn, mein 
kluger Sohn." 

"Mein lieber Sohn, mein kluger Sohn, 
du bist bei Jesus gewesen. Was hat> e.~ 
gesagt? Mein Herz ist voller ~rwartung. 

"Liebe Mutter, ich kam zu emer grossen 
Wiese. Die Juenger hiessen die Volks
menge sich in Gruppen zusamm~nsetzen . 
lch wollte essen, aber neben mir sassc:n 
viele hungrige Leute. So oeffnete i.ch. mem 
Paket nicht. Ich haette sonst mit ihn~n 
teilen muessen. Ploetzlich kamen die 
Juenger und verteilten Brot und Fisch. Ich 
bekam von beidem uebergenug. Es hat 

b · h nd-herrlich geschmeckt. Ich ha e mic ru 
herum sattgegessen. Und sieh.' das Essen, 
das du mir mitgabst , habe ich unang~-

. b ht ""Aber mem borchen wieder m1tge rac · . ?" 
lieber Sohn was hat Jesus gepredigt. 

"Er hat ~ine lange Predigt gehalten. 
Weil er alle Leute sattgemacht hatte , 
wollten wir ihn zum Koenig machen. Aber 
ploetzlich war er nicht mehr da." 

Eine andere Mutter sprlcht: "Mein 
lieber Sohn, mein barmberzlger So~n, 
hoere, was deine Mutter dir sagt. Als ich 
aus dem Brunnen Wasser schoepfte, 
vernahm ich: Jesus, von dem wir grosse 
Dinge erwarten kommt in unsere Gegend. 
Er wird pred i~en , er wird heilen.' Nun 
gehe du hin und schaue alles an und 

· du komme wieder und erzaehle mir, was. 
erlebt hast. Jch habe dir Brot u~d ~isch 
eingepackt. Gehe in Frieden, mem heber 
Sohn, mein barmherziger Sohn." . 

" Mein lieber Sohn, mein barmherziger 
Sohn du bist bei Jesus gewesen. Was hat 
er g~sagt? Mein Herz ist voller Er-
wartung." . 

"Liebe Mutter, Jesus sagte: ' Ich bm das 
Brot des Lebens. Wer an mich glaubt, der 
hat das ewige Leben. Wer zu mir ~om~t , 
den werde ich nicht hinausstossen. Meme 

J. Gna11abara11am lebt in Indien, wo er 
siclz !zauptsaechlich schriftstellerisch be

taetigt. 

Mutter, sogar ein Kind kann Jesu Rede 
verstehen. Jesus heilte auch viele Kranke." 

"Mein Iieber Sohn, hat das Essen, das 
ich dir mitgab, gereicht?" 

"Liebe Mutter, es ist gut, dass du mir so 
reichlich mitgabst . Bei mir sass ein Kind, 
das hungrig war. Ich gab ihm von meinem 
Essen. Dann sah ich bei mir einen der 
Juenger Jesu. Ich sprach: 'Herr, darf ich 
Ihnen etwas Essen anbieten?' Ich gab ihm 
alles, was ich hatte. Der Juenger gab das 
Essen an Jesus weiter. Jesus segnete das 

Brot und den Fisch und gab beides seinen 
Juengern. Die Juenger gaben das Essen 
weiter an die Leute. Alie wurden satt. 
Mutter, was du mir gabst, machte alle 
Leute satt.'' 

"Wirklich, mein Sohn? - Hast du 
Jesus auch von nahem gesehen?" 

"Liebe Mutter, der Juenger, der 
Andreas heisst, nahm mich zu Jesus. Der 
legte seine Hand auf meinen Kopf und 
sagte: 'Geben ist seliger als Nehmen' " 
(Apostelgesch. 20, 35).0 

MEIN BE~UCll IN DER 
Schluss ~OWJET UNION 
Text und Fotos vom Schriftleiter 

Meine Taufpredigt in der Moskauer 
Baptistengemeinde ist auf dem Text aus 
Roemer 6, 3-4 gegruendet, in dem es 
darum geht, dass wir mit Christus 
begraben werden und auferstehen. Die 
andaechtig Jauschenden Maenner und 
Frauen nicken mit den Koepfen und 
unterstreichen mit verschiedenen Gesten 
die Verkuendigung. Da sie jeweils auf die 
Uebersetzung warten muessen, koennen 
sie das Gesagte langsam um so besser 
aufnehmen. 

Nach der Botschaft singt der Chor, 
waehrend ich von der hohen Kanzelem
pore steige und mich neben den Prediger 
stelle, der gleich die Taufhandlung durch
fuehren soil. Urspruenglich hatte Prediger 
Tchernopjatov schon einige Tage zuvor 
mich gebeten, die Glaeubigen zu taufen, 
aber ich hatte dankend abgelehnt. So 
gerne ich die Verkuendigung ange
nommen habe, so fuehle ich <loch, dass die 
Taufhandlung als solche von dem Prediger 
vorgenommen werden soil, der die Kandi
daten kennt. Auf keinen Fall will ich aus 

der Taufe ein persoenliches, abenteuer
liches Erlebnis fuer mich machen. 

Bruder Michael Tchernopjatov richtet 
sich mit em1gen ermahnenden und 
erbauenden Worten an die Taufkandi
daten, und dann steigt er mit dem ersten 
Taeufling in das Wasser. Die Ver
sammlung geht gefuehlsvoll mit. Ein 
verhaltenes Rauschen erfuellt das Gottes
haus von den Gebeten der Glaeubigen. die 
Gott fuer die Taeuflinge preisen und sie 
dem Herrn zum Schutz anbefehlen. 

Helfer stehen mit grossen weissen Hand
tuechern bereit, in die sie die nassen 
Taeuflinge huellen. Um ihnen dann Zeit 
zum Umkleiden zu geben, singen der Chor 

(Fortsetzung auf Seite 6) 

(Links oben) Helferinnen mit weissen 
Tuechern 

(Links) Taeuflinge vor der Taufe 

(Rechts oben) Pred. Tchernopjat ov bei der 
Taufe 



ERNTEDANK UND 
Wffi STAEDTER 

von Hilde Sayers 

Das Ernteda nkfest wird in den meisten 
Laendern im Oktober gefeiert . Ich ent
sinne mich noch der beladenen Tische aus 
meiner Kind- und Jugendzeit , die mit dem 
schoensten Gemuese, Obst und Getreide 
geschmueckt waren. Es wurde auch ein 
besonderes Erntedankopfer erhoben. Ich 
muss gestehen, dass ich dieses Ernte
dankfest in unserer Gemeinde sehr ver
misse. Nicht weil ich sentimental bin, auch 
nicht weil ich etwas a us dem Gesetz des 
Alten Testamentes in cine neutestament
liche Gemeinde hinueberretten moechte. 
Dennoch ... hin und wieder brauchen wir 
besonde.re Anlaesse, um uns zu besinnen, 
wem w1r unsere taegliche Nahrung zu 
verdanken haben. Auch wenn wir nicht 
auf eigener Scholle ernten koennen so 
haben wir doch das Vorrecht - zumindest 
vorlaeufig noch - alles in den Laeden 
kaufen zu koennen, was unser Herz 
begehrt. Wir sind nicht begeistert, wenn 
de~ Zucker-, Brot- oder Kartoffelpreis 
ste1gt, aber machen wir uns auch Gedan
ken ueber die groesseren Zusammen
haenge? Wir schimpfen vielleicht ueber 
die . Bauern, weil sie sich gegen a lles 
vers1chern lassen koennen und Subven
tionen vom Staat bekommen, aber waeren 
wir bereit, ihre Arbeit zu uebernehmen 
das Risiko einzugehen. dass ein Obstbaun: 
in voller Bluete oder ein wunderschoenes 
reifes Kornfeld in wenigen Stunden durch 
ein Unwetter total zerstoert werden kann? 
Haben wir je einen Bauern ueber seine 
zerstoerte Ernte verzweifelt weinen sehen? 

Gerade im letzten Sommer wurde uns 
durch die lange Trockenperiode bewusst 
dass wir auf die Goade Gottes angewiese~ 
sind , und dass letzten Endes auch die 
besten menschlichen Bemuehungen 
scheitern koennen. Der Welthunger und 

Hilde Sayers lebt in Bern, Schwetz, und ist 
Mitglied der dortigen Baptistengemeinde. 

0 Herr, ich pfluege m ein Feld mit zaeher 
Geduld. 

An dir ist es, den Fruehling zu schenk en 
und die Ernten ablaufen zu lassen 
gemaess deiner Herrlichkeit. 

der Wassermangel sind uns bedenklich 
nahe gerueckt. Haben wir es n icht noetig 
unserem Schoepfer Dank zu sagen dass e; 
u~s vor Schlimmerem bewahrt hat? Waere 
nt~ht ? as Erntedankfest eine Moeglich
~e1t, .emmal. zwe.ckbestimmt zu opfern? " 

. . . mde~. thr m all em reich werdet zu 
Lauterke1t tm Geben, die durch uns Dank 
geg~n G_ott bewirkt" (2 Kor . 9, ll). 

V1elle1cht koennten wir dem Erntedank
fes_t auch noch eine andere Bedeutung 
betmessen, dass wir uns naemlich selbst 
erneut Gott bringen. Geanausowenig wie 
Gott an den Suehnopfern der Israeliten 
Gefallen hatte, wenn sie nicht auch 
entsprechend Busse taten, haette er Gefal
len an unserem Gemuese oder Geld G tt 
moechte nicht etwas von unserem B .otz est , 

Antoine de Saint-Exu pery 

sondern uns, mit allem , was wir sind und 
was wir haben. 

Unserer Dankbarkeit unserem Herrn 
und Erloeser gegenueber koennten wir 
damit Ausdruck verleihen , indem wir ihm 
unsere Herzen zum Opfer bringen: 
"Worueber soil klagen der Mensch , der da 
lebt? Ein jeder ueber seine Suende l Lasset 
uns pruefen und erforschen unsere Wege 
und umkehren zum Herrnl Lasset unsere 
Herzen als Opfer darbringen vor Gott im 
Himmel!" (Klagel. 3,39-41), oder wie 
Paulus in Roemer 12, 1 schreibt: " Ich 
ermahne euch nun, ihr Brueder, beim 
Erbarmen Gottes, eure Leiber a ls ein 
lebendiges heiliges, Gott wohlgefaelliges 
Opfer hinzugeben : das sei euer vernunft· 
gemaesser Gottesdienst." O 

Lass dich gebrauchen 

Paulus schreibt a n die Philipper · " I h 
v_ermag alles <lu rch den , der mich ~aec~ 
ti¥ macht .• Christus" (Phil. 4,lJ) . Wen~ 
w1r uns d teses Wort persoenlich z . 
machen d 1 u e1gen 

, ann so !ten wir eigentlich im 
groessten Segen fuer Gott d ienen k 
D h d" · · . oennen oc tes •st tn Wtrklichkeit nicht . . 
der Fall. Der natuerliche M h tmmer 
seine Erfuellung in dem Ge~nsc ~ucht 
Dinge um sich herum zumrau~ der 
N tz E · e1genen 

u en. s _ist darum gut, wenn wir 
z~na~chst emma l vor Augen halten uns 
w1r smd. Offenbarung 1 6 sagt ' wer 

· K · ' uns dass 
"'.tr zu oenigen und Priestern b ' ~ 
smd . Wir sind also bevorzu e eru en 
in d ieser Welt d " G . gt Menschen 

. ' te ott stch selbst zu 
Dienst auserwaehlt hat. Durch J m 
unsern Reiland , haben wir Zu a n esus, 
Vater._ der u~s mit a llem besche~ke~ z~l~ 
wa_s w1r noettg haben fuer d iesen D" w1 , 
W1e dankbar bin ich da G tenst. 
I b" ' ss ott m· 

g aeu tge Eltern zugedacht hat d" ~r 
von ~indheit a n vorgelebt hab~n te .m tr 
nur stch selber zu 1 b • ntcht 
vielerlei Arten dem Heerr ennz,u sdo.ndern auf 

tenen. 

Ursula Klukas lebt "t "h m1 1 rer Fa ·1· · Vancouver BC d . nu ze m 
· · un 1st M ·i t d 

dortigen Pilgrim Bapt" t z ~ ze der 
is engememde. 
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von Ursula Klukas 

Wir slnd zum Dlenen berufen 
"Dienet einander , ein jeglicher mit der 

Gabe, die er empfangen hat" (1. Petr. 
4,10). Das ist unser Auft rag als geistlic~e 
Menschen, und es ist wichtig, dass wtr 
unsere Gabe erkennen , mit der wir dienen 
koennen. Jesus sagt von s ich selbst: "Des 
Me~schen Sohn ist n icht gekommen, dass 
er stch d ienen lasse, sondern dass er d iene 
und gcbe sein Leben zu einer Erfoesung 
fuer vicle." Jesus war immer bereit zu 
dienen, und wir duerfen ihm danken fuer 
das beste Vorbild, das wir in ihm haben. 

Sind wlr berelt zum Dienen? 
Jesus mutet uns nu r so viel zu , wie wir 

zu tu.n faehig sind, aber er erwartet unsere 
Berettschaft. Wieviel leichter ist es, gross.e 
Worte machen, a ber wenn die Arbett 
tatsae~hlich vor uns liegt, haben wir Ent· 
~chul~ tgungen. Petrus sagte auch: "!;Ierr, 
tch btn bereit , mit dir zu sterben. Als 
aber d ie Pruefungszeit da war versagte er 
vollkommen . Gottes Wort e~thaelt viele 
Verheissungen, die uns des Herrn Hiffe 
zusagen fuer den Dienst. Die Yorauss~t
zung ~um gesegneten Dienst fuer Jesus .1st 
a llcrd tngs, dass ich ein reines Gefaess b.tn. 
da.s gefuellt ist mit Gottes Hciligem Ge.is~: 
Wir muessen uns taeglich seiner Retn 

l 

l 

gung hingeben, damit wir hell fuer Jesus 
leuchten koennen. Mir kommt das be
kannte Lied in den Sinn: 

" Jesus, der Herr , will mich brauchen, 
ein Sonnenstrahl zu sein, der alle Tage hell 
leuchtet, und nur fuer ihn allein. Fuer 
Jesus, fuer Jesus will ich als Sonnenstrahl 
leuchten. Fuer Jesus will ich ein Sonnen
strahl sein." 

W o will der Herr uns gebrauchen? 
Die Antwort auf diese Frage ist fuer 

mich als Frau und Mutter zunaechst: "Io 
meiner Familie." Ich danke meinem Gott, 
dass er mir einen glaeubigen Mann zuge
fuehrt hat, und dass wir gemeinsam ihm 
d ienen koennen . Die Bibel sagt: "Ein 
tugendsam Weib ist eine Krone ihres 
Mannes" (Sp r. 12,4). Wir sind dem Mann 
zur Seite gestellt und sollen ihm eine Hilfe 
sein, d ie in seinem Tun unterstuetzt, 
ermuntert und n icht vergisst, ihn auch zu 
bewundern und zu loben. Wir lesen in 
Sprueche 31, 10-31 ueber die Eigenarten 
des tugendsamen Weibes . Da steht an 
erster Stelle vom Verhaeltnis der Frau zum 
Mann. Wieviel segensreicher kann eine 
E he gefuehrt werden , wo die Frau den von 
Gott ihr zubestimmten Platz einnimmtl 

Lass dich Gebrauchen in der Erziehung 
der Kinder. 

Gott hat uns vier gesunde Kinder 
anvertraut und ich danke dem Herrn fuer 
sie. Meine 'Aufgabe ist, sie zu selbs_tae?di
gen Menschen heranzuziehen, dte 1hre 
Abhaengigkeit von Gott erkenn~n ler~en. 
Wie dankbar bin ich , dass 1ch dtese 
verantwortungsvolle Aufgabe nicht alle~ne 
zu meistern brauche, sondern meme 
Anliegen Gott, dem Yater bri~gen kann, 
der mir a llezeit dabei helfen will! 

Lass dich gebrauchen unter dei~en 
Nachbarinnen Freundinnen und Arbe1ts
kolleginnen. 'me Moeglichkeiten s~nd 
gross, wo der Wille zum Dienen da 1st. 
Lasst uns danken fuer jeden Menschen, 
sympatisch oder unsympatisch, den Go~ 
in unsere Naehe bringt, und vergessen wtr 
nicht unseren Auft ragl . 

Als glaeubige Schwestern wollen . w1r 
a uch den rechten Platz in der Gememde 
einnehmen, sei es als Sonntagschulhel: 
ferin, im Chor, an Klavier oder Orgel, bet 
der Weisskreuzarbeit, im besonderen 
Dienst fuer die aelteren Geschwister oder 
allein a ls stifle Beterin. 

Wie sollen wlr dienen? 
Die Bibel sagt uns, dass wir mit Freu· 

den, in der Liebe, a ufrichtig , von ganzem 
Herzen und williger Seele, ohne Furcht 
und unser Leben fang dienen sollen. . 

Erst dann haben wir den rechten Sinn 
unseres Lebens erkannt , wenn wir bereit 
s ind zu dienen nach dem Willen Gottes 
und unsere Erfuellung nicht im Gebrauch 
der D inge und Menschen um ~ns herum 
suchen. Der Lohn ist uns verhe1ssen, denn 
Jesus sagt: "Wer mir dienen wird, den 
wird me in Yater ehren" (Joh . 12.26). 0 

DAS KLEINE 
BAEUMCHEN 

Im Garte11 steht ei11 Baeumche11, 
Besonders klei11; 
Soll u11ter vie/en a11dem 
Es 11uetzlich sein? 

D ie grossen tragen Blaetter, 
Doch wenig Frucht. 
Da wird beim k leine11 B aeumchen 
Nicht vie/ gesucht . 

Trittst du dem Baeumchen naeher .. . 
Welch eine Pracht! 
Drei g rosse, schoene A epfel! 
Das Herze lacht! 

Wir wollen hier im Ernste 
Den Heiland nennen: 
"An ihren Fruechten 
Sollt ihr sie erkennen!" 

Wir leben aus der Gnade, 
D ie E R uris gibt. 
Es kommt zu gute11 Fruechten, 
Weil er uns liebt! 

Waldemar Laser 

Die Liebe hoeret nimmer auf 

Das ist das Hauptthema fuer unsere 
Programm-Mappe fuer das Jahr 1978. 
Diese Mappen koennen nun vom Bundes
haus bestellt werden. Warum haben wir 
uns fuer ein so bekanntes und oft ge
brauchtes Thema entschieden? Weil es 
durch die Jahrhunderte zeitnah und zeit
gemaess gewesen ist, und es kann und will 
uns auch heute viel sagen. In Liebe begaon 
Gott sein Werk mit den Menschen: in 
Liebe wird er es vollenden. 

Gott ist Liebe. Aber sein Verlangen ist, 
nicht nur uns zu lieben; er will, dass wir 
durch seine Liebe in uns den Naechsten 
lichen. In 1. Kor. 13,8 wird uns diese 
Liebe beschrieben - ihre ueberragende 
Groesse und ihre Unvergaenglichkeit. 

Um uns zu helfen, schenkt Gott uns 
seinen Geist. Die Frucht seines Geistes ist 
Liebe (Gal. 5,22). Unsere Programm
Mappe beschreibt uns die Frucht des 
Geistes als Liebe, deren Vielseitigkeit ge
schildert ist als Freude, Friede, Geduld 
oder Langmut, Freundlichkeit, Guetig
keit, Sanftmut und Keuschheit. 

Schwestern aus unseren Gemeinden 
haben uns diese Liebe praktisch vor Augen 
gefuehrt in ihren reichhaltigen Beitraegen 
zu dieser Mappe: 

Sic haben sich gemueht, und gearbeitet 
in der LIEBE; 

Myrtle Ertis lebt in Kelowna, BC. 
Gemeinsam mit ilzrem Ma1111 Waldemar 
Ertis die11t sie als Predigerfra11 der 
dortigen G11ade11 Baptiste11gemei11de. 
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von Myrtle Ertis 

sie ta ten es mit FREUDEN, 
waehrend der FRIEDE Gottes ihre Her-

zen erfuellte. 
Sie muehten sich mit GEDULD 
im lebendigen GLAUBEN, 
uod geleitet von der GUETE Gottes, 

waren sie willig, 
diese lebenswichtigen Themen nieder

zuschreiben. 
Unsere Missionare haben durch ihre 

Berichte uns packend und bildhaft ihre 
Erfahrungen vor Augen gefuehrt. Manche 
dieser Erlebnisse waren unseren Erfahrun
gen aehnlich, aber von dem exotischen 
Lebensstil des jeweiligen Missionslandes 
eingerahmt. Bitte lest zum Beispiel den 
tiefen, einblickgewaehrenden Artikel "Die 
Einwirkung des Kreuzes in Japan"; oder 
geht doch mal mit einer Frau in West
afrika zur Glaubenskonferenz! 

Bei dieser Gelegenheit moechte ich alien 
Mitarbeitern herzlich danken fuer ihre 
selbstlosen Opfer an Muehe und Zeit . Sie 
haben durch ihre wichtigen Beitraege es 
ermoeglicht, diese Programm-Mappe zu 
gestalten. 

Gott segne euch und leite euch in all 
eurem Planen. in euren Versammlungen 
und Diensten l Der Herr segne euch 
indem ihr von der ~appe gebrauch macht 
gemaes~ ?en versch1edenen Anliegen und 
B~duerfntssen. Moegen euch diese mit vie! 
Lt~be und nach bestem Koennen vorbe
retteten The~en, Andachten und Pro
gramme zum t~neren Gewinn werden und 
zur Verherrhchung des Jesu 
dienen !O snamen 
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MEIN BESUCH 
(Fortsetzung von Seite 3) 

und die Versammlung mehrere Lieder. 
Niemand hat Eile. Jeder wiJI dieses 
Tauffest geniessen und laesst sich Zeit. 

Dann reihen sich die neugetauften Ge
schwister in den vordersten Baenken auf, 
und ich bin wieder an der Reihe. Man hat 
mich aufgefordert, den Taeuflingen einige 
geistliche Ratschlaege auf den Lebensweg 
mitzugeben. Nie werde ich die strahlenden 
Gesichter vor mir vergessen. Der Glau
bensschritt der Taufe scheint ihre Ge
sichter noch leuchtender gemacht zu 
haben. Mit Handauflegung befehlen Pre
diger Tchernopjatov und ich sie der Gnade 
Gottes an. 

Nach einem letzten Chorlied und Gebet 
bricht das nicht enden wollende Gruessen 
los. Von alien Seiten draengen sich die 
Glaeubigen heran, um den Taeuflingen 
Blumenstraeusse zu ueberreichen und sie 
zu kuessen. Und ploetzlich fuehle ich mich 
nicht mehr wie ein Besucher. Mitten in 
dem Gedraenge und den Umarmungen 
geschieht es, dass ich mich ganz eins 
fuehle mit diesen meinen geistlichen 
Geschwistern. Sprachmaengel scheinen 
kein Verstaendigungshindernis zu sein. 
Ich verstehe jetzt diese Menschen bier in 
ihrer Freude, in ihrem Leid, in ihrer 
Freiheit trotz aeusseren Einschraenkun
gen, und ich liebe siel Und sie )assen mich 
ihre Liebe spueren . 

Nach endlosen Umarmungen, Kuessen 
und Segenswuenschen fahren mich die 
Brueder zum Hotel zurueck. Morgen soil 
es nach Amerika zurueckgehen. Die 
Koffer muessen gepackt werden, aber ich 
kann all die Eindruecke der vergangenen 
Stunden einfach nicht beiseite schieben 
und zur Tagesordnung uebergehen. So 
schluepfe ich nochmal aus dem Hotel und 
wandere den dunklen Moskwa-Fluss ent
lang. Die Stadt ist still. Aber in meinem 
Innern pocht es Iaut. lch moechte diesen 
Christen hier mit Bibeln helfen, denn nur 
ungefaehr jeder fuenfte Christ hat eine 
eigene Bibel. Ich moechte ihnen Gesang
buecher geben, denn unter fuenfzehn 
Gottesdienstbesuchern hat wohl nur einer 
ein Buch. Je mehr ich an die einge
schraenkten Umstaende meiner Glaubens
geschwister in der Sowjet Union denke, 
desto luxurioeser kommt mir mein Leben 
vor. Zu Hause kann ich zu jeder Zeit 
zumindest ein christliches Radiopro
gramm einschalten. In meiner Bibliothek 
babe ich nicht our eine, sondern viele 
Bibeln in mehreren Sprachen und Ueber
setzungen. Auch a n Gesangbuechern habe 
ich eine nicht kleine Sammlung. Warum 
geht es mir so gut, waehrend die Ge
schwister hier darben muessen? Oder sind 
sie vielleicht die Reichen, und ich bin trotz 
meines Besitztums an Bibeln und Gesang
buechern aermer als sie? Viele der aelteren 
Geschwister haben zwar verhaermte Ge
sichter, an denen man nicht immer gleich 

die Christen entdecken kann, auch wenn 
ein Liederdichter es einmal so aus
drueckte: "Sie kennen sich am Liede, am 
leuchtenden Gesicht." Aber andererseits 
leuchten ihre Augen auf, wenn sie einen 
Glaubensgenossen entdecken, und der 
innige Haendedruck laesst keinen Zweifel 
darueber, dass sie sich geistesverwandt 
fuehlen. 

Mittwoch, 15. September 

Mein Besuch in der Sowjet Union ist 
zuende. Zurn letzten Mal esse ich Frueh
stueck im Hotel. Dann verabschiede ich 
mich _von meinen grosszuegigen Gastge
bern 1m Bundeshaus der Baptisten. Sie 
sind mir keine Fremden mehr. Mit vielen 
verbindet mich nun eine herzliche Freund
schaft , die gewiss viele Jahre anhalten 
wird. 

Noch einmal gehe ich allein in den 
grossen Kirchensaal, der mir in seiner 
Lehre ganz eigenartig vorkommt. Ich 
kenne i~n eigentlich nur zum Bersten voll. 
~m Geist~ s_ehe ich die Glaeubigen, d ie 
mbruenst1g 1hre Lieder singen, wie sie mit 
Traene~ beten, wie sie das Abendmahl mit 
verarbe1teten Haenden dem Bruder und 
der Schwester weiterreichen, wie sie sich 
ehrfuerchtig beim Gesang des Chor 
erh b . . kl es e en, :-vie s1e eine ha ndgeschriebene 
Ze~el r:i11t Gebetsanliegen zur Kanzel 
w~1t~rre1chen, wie sie ihre Sitzplaetze 
m1temander austauschen. 

Dann begleitet mich Bruder Ilia Orlov 
zum Flugplatz, wo wir Zeit zu einem 
schnellen l mbiss haben. Auch bei der 
Zollkon_trolle ~eicht Bruder Orlov nicht 
v~n ~emer Se1te. Nie werde ich erfahren 
w1e v1el Uebergewicht mein Gepaeck hat ' 
denn ehe ich begriffen babe, worum e~ 
geht, hat er den Aufpreis bereits bezahlt 
N~ble Gastfreundschaft bis zur letzte~ 
Mmutel Man kann zwar davon lesen und 
hoeren, aber erst wenn man sie an sich 
selb~t erfaehrt, erkennt man, dass die 
r_uss1sche Gastfreundschaft sich tatsaech
hch nur schwer mit Worten beschreib 
laesst. en 

Das ~ros~e Aeroflot -Flugzeug setzt sich 
puenkthch m Bewegung zu dem No t 
flug Moskau - London und weitern~~~h 
New York. Der lange Flug gibt . 
genuegend Zeit , alles Erlebte nochmalsm1r 
ueberdenken. zu 

Nur vierzehn Tage fang bin ich in dem 
Land gewesen, das man ungefaehr ei 
Jahr Jang bereisen muss um es · . n • e1mger-
~as~en ge~ehen zu haben. Und doch -
w1ev1ele Ei~druecke nehme ich mitt lch 
habe nur emen Bruchteil von der W "t 
der So . t U . e1 e 

WJe mon gesehen , die insgesamt 
den_ sechsten Teil des Globus einnimmt 
Mem Besuch hat sich auf den M · 
I ~m~ 

g anz ~er Stadt Moskau konzentriert. lch 
habe d ie Stadt Sagorsk mit seinem Kl t · . os er 
m seme~ Goldpracht gesehen . lch bin 
durch die sonnenverbrannten W t 
Ze I 

. . ues en 
ntra as1ens gere1st mit den Haupt-
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staedten Alma Ata und Taschkent. Ich bin 
ueber die ukrainische Steppen nach Kiew 
geflogen. Die Sowjet Union hat 240 
Millionen mit 130 Nationalitaeten. Vielen 
dieser Menschen bin ich begegnet: auf 
Marktplaetzen, Flugplaetzen, in Ge
schaeften, Museen, Hotels , in Autobussen 
und U-Bahn, in Parks, Restaurants, auf 
den Strassen und in Kirchen. Ich babe sie 
bei der Arbeit beobachtet, beim Opernbe
such, im Zirkus, beim Gottesdienst und 
beim Gesang. So sehr ich vom harten 
Umgangstil in den Moskauer Geschaeften 
ueberrascht gewesen bin , ha be ich mich 
um so mehr vom orientalischen Charm 
und Lebenstil Zentralasiens angezogen 
gefuehlt. 

Beim Ueberdenken bin ich wiederum 
beeindruckt von der Groesse des Landes. 
Die Grenzen der Sowjet Union erstrecken 
sich 1112 mal um den Aequator, beruehren 
12 Laender und werden von 14 Ozeanen 
und Seen gewaschen. Von der aeussersten 
westlichen Grenze bis zur aeussersten 
oestlichen Spitze reist man <l urch 11 
Zeitzonen (der nordamerikanische Konti· 
nent hat 4 Zonen). 6200 Meilen spannen 
sich vom Westen zum Osten , und 3100 
vom Norden zum Sueden (9 Millionen 
Quadratmeilen) . Wenn es also im Ba lti· 
kum gerade Abend wird bricht in 
Kamchatka am Pazifik gerade ein neuer 
Tag an. 

Die Sowjet Union, reich an allen nur 
erdenklichen Mineralien, hat ihren Anteil 
an Problemen: Wasserarmut in Zentral
asien, Permafrost in Sibirien undurch· 
dringbare Suempfe und oekonomische 
Rueckschlaege. Und <loch ist man als 
Besucher beeindruckt, <lass ein Land, in 
dem noch vor SO Jahren dreiviertel der 
~evoelkerung Analphabeten waren, solch 
emen kultuerellen Aufschwung erlebt hat , 
so <lass es heute kaum noch einen 
russischen Buerger gibt, der nicht lesen 
un~ schreiben kann, und dass die Sowjet 
~n10n unter den Spitzenlaender in Tech· 
mk, Industrie und Wissenschaft steht. 

Am meisten aber beeindruckte mich 
~as geistliche Leben in diesem atheis· 
!1schen Land, <lessen Ziel es war und ist, 
Jede For~ von Religion abzulegen, und 
das dabe1 auch nicht vor Gewaltmethoden 
zu ru eckschreckt. Die Maenner und 
Frauen, die sich bier zu Jesus Christus 
bekennen, haben zuvor die Kosten ihrer 
Nachfolge berechnet und haben sich 
bewusst auf die Seite des Herrn gestellt. 
De~ ~taat garantiert ihnen Religions· 
fre iheit , aber sie wissen <lass diese 
Freiheit verschieden a usg
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elegt werden 
kann_. So muss z. B. die einzige Moskauer 
Baptis~enkapelle 5000 Mitgliedern dienen , 
weil die Glaeubigen nicht die "Freiheit" 
haben , weitere Kirchen zum Gottesdienst· 
gebrauch zu oeffnen. Im ganzen Land 
~ber .nutzen unsere G la ubensgeschwister 
Jede 1~nen dargebotene Gelegenheit zur 
Gemeinschaf1 im Herrn und zur "stillen 

Evangelisation", bei der sie ihr Leben 
sprechen lassen . Die starke und or
ganisierte Opposition hat ihnen nicht den 
" Luxus" gestattet, sich in viele kleine 
religioese Splittergruppen aufzuteilen. Als 
Christen stehen sie einer fuer den anderen 
ein, ob es sich dabei um Baptisten, 
Evangeliumschristen, Pfingstler, Men
noniten oder Orthodoxe handelt. Sie beten 
fuer einander, und sie beten selbst fuer 
ihre Regierung. "Nur wenn Gott die 
Herzen unserer Regierungsoberhaeupter 
regiert, werden alle Bemuehungen um 
internationale Verstaendigung und Frie
den Erfolg haben", hatte mir ein Bruder 
in Zentralasien gesagt. Das Gleiche gilt 
auch von den Regierungsoberhaeuptern in 
den Vereinigten Staaten und Kanada. 

Der Besuch ist zuende. Aber meine 
Liebe und Freundschaft zu den Bruedern 
und Schwestern in der Sowjet Union und 
zu ihrem Land hat erst angefangen. Und 
so neige ich in 35 ()()() Fuss Hoehe in 2inem 
russischen Flugzeug mein Haupt und 
erflehe Gottes Segen fuer meine geist· 
lichen Geschwister in den fuenfzehn 
Republ iken der Sowjet Union, in den 
Ostblocklaendern, in Asien, in West· 
europa und in der ganzen Welt. . 

Und wie von ungefaehr kommt m1r 
ploetzlich das Lied von Christoph B_lum
hardt in den Sinn, das ich als Jug_endhcher 
oft gesungen habe, <lessen Text Jetzt a?er 
am Ende meines Besuches um so v1el
sagender zu mir spricht. Zuerst ~um~e ich 
es vor mir hin dann formen meme L1ppen 
lautlos die Worte und schliesslich singe 
ich dieses Bekenntnis leise vor mich hin: 

"Dass Jesus siegt, bleibt ewig ausge
macht. Sein wird die ganze Wei~. De.nn 
alles ist nach seines Todes Nacht 10 seme 
Ha nd gestellt. Nachdem am Kreuz . e~ 
ausgerungen, hat er zum Thron sic 
aufgeschwungen. Ja Jesus sie~I . . . 

Ja, Jesus siegt, seis, dass die F1~stern1s 
im Trotzem wuetend schnaubt; seis , dass 
sie waehnt, mit ihrem giftgen Biss ha~tt 
ihm sie viel geraubt. Die Seinen laesst m 
Not und Graemen sich unser Held <loch 
niemals nehmen. Ja , Jesus siegtl 

Ja, Jesus siegt, obschon das Volk des 
Herrn noch hart daniederliegt . Wenn 
Satans Pfeil ihm auch von nah und fern 
mit List entgegenfliegt, Ioescht Jesu Arm 
d ie Feuerbraende; das Feld behaelt der 
Herr am Ende. Ja, Jesus siegtl 

Ja Jesus siegtl Seufzt seine grosse Schar 
noch

1 

unter Satans Joch. die sehnend harrt 
auf das Erloesungsjahr, <las zoegert 
immer noch, so wird zuletzt aus alien 
Ketten der Herr die Kreatur erretten. Ja, 
Jesus siegtl . 

Ja Jesus siegt! Wir glauben es gew1ss, 
. . w· d uns 

und glaubend kaempfen w1:· ~e u 
fuehrst d urch alle Finstern1s, wir ~olg~n, 
Jesus, dir! Denn alles muss vor . dir s~ch 
beugen, bis auch der letzte Femd wird 
schweigen . Ja, Jesus siegtl 

ENDE 

geH1eindenachrichlen 
WINNIPEG, MB. Wir moechten als 
Deutsche Baptisten Missionsgemeinde 
hiermit bezeugen, <lass der Heilige Geist 
an der Arbeit ist, und <lass der Samen der 
Wortverkuendigung aufgeht und Frucht 
bringt. 

Im Juni wurden 8 Personen durch die 
Taufe der Gemeinde hinzugetan. Eine be
sondere Vorfreude war es fuer uns , als die 
Taufbewerber in einer vorherigen Ge
meindestunde klare und ueberzeugende 
Zeugnisse ihrer Gotteskindschaft gaben. 

..... ~ ....... 
Wir beten fuer sie, dass sie brauch

bare Werkzeuge in der Gemeinde werden 
moegen. Artur Arndt. 

HAMILTON, ON. Ats Ende August 1976 
Prediger Johannes Goetze der Deutschen 
Baptisten Missionsgemeinde seinen Dienst 
kuendigte, um einen Posten innerhalb der 
Ost-Europaeischen Mission zu uebemeh
men, wurde es uns alien klar, <lass eine 
Epoche in unserer Gemeindechronik zu 
Ende ging. Zwoelf voile Jahre hatte uns 
Bruder Goetze in der deutschen Mutter
sprache gedient. Der Abschied von Ge
schwister Goetze wurde mit einer Tauf
feier gekroent , als unser Prediger zum 
letzten Mal das Wassergrab mit neun 
jungen Taufkandidaten bestieg und sie auf 
diese Weise der Gemeinde Christi einver
leibte. 

Im Aufblick zum Herrn ging die 
Gemeinde ins Gebet , um goettliche 
Weisung zu erflehen in der Berufung eines 
neuen Gemeinde-Unterhirten. Es ging 
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nicht allein um einen wuerdigen Nachfol
ger fuer uns "Alte", die den Gortesdienst 
in deutscher Sprache bevorzugen, sondem 
vor alien Dingen gait es nunmehr, den 
Kontakt zur heran wachsenden Jugend zu 
erhalten, die, in Kanada geboren, sich 
verstaendlicherweise der Landessprache 
bedient . 

Wie durch ein Wunder durften wir's 
erleben, wie der Herr unsere Herzen im 
Predigerberufungskomitee, im Gemeinde
vorstand, wie au ch in der Gemeinde selber 
zusammenschmiedete zu dem einstimmi
gen Beschluss, Prediger Heinrich Goliath 
aus der Winnipeger Missionsgemeinde zu 
unserem vollamtlichen Prediger und Seel
sorger zu berufen. Diese unerwartete 
Einmuetigkeit war fuer uns ein deutliches 
Zeichen, dass diese Predigerwahl im Ein
vernehmen unseres hirnmlischen Vaters 
ausgetragen wurde. 

Die Einfuehrungsfeier von Geschwister 
Goliath war fuer uns als Ortsgemeinde wie 
auch fuer die benachbarten Gemeinden 
ein besonderer Tag der Freude. Wir sind 
dem Herrn dankbar fuer diesen begnade
ten Boten, der mit Hilfe seiner Gattin 
einen spuerbaren Segen in unserer oeube
Jebten Gemeinde entfaltet. Gunther Wahl. 

--
odesanzeigen 

.. .... 

DRACHENBERG- Rosalie Drachen
berg, geb. Riemer, wurde am 21. Sept. 
1907 in Roschotke, Ostpreussen, geboren. 
Am 23. Juli 1977 ging sie nach Jaengerer 
Krankheit heim. 

In ihrer fruehen Jugend uebergab die 
Verstorbene ihr Leben dem Herrn Jesus 
Christus und wurde am 20. Maerz 1921 
von Prediger Knoff auf ihr Glaubensbe
kenntnis getauft. 



Am 20. Aug. 1932 trat sie mit Hermann 
Drachenberg in den Ehestand. Aus dieser 
Ehe ging eine Tochter hervor. 

Ihr Erdenleben war sehr bewegt. 1945 
die Flucht, von den Russen uebereilt, 
Fluechtlingslager in Daenemark, und 
endlich im August 1947 die Wiedervereini
gung mit dem Ehegatten, dann 1956 Aus
wanderung nach U.S.A. 

Es trauern um sie: ihr Ehemann 
Hermann, ihre Tochter Margot mit 
Schwiegersohn Eduard Kersten, zwei 
Enkelkinder, Schwaegerin und Schwager 
und deren Angehoerige. 

Die Trauerfeier fand am 26. Juli 1977 
start. Der Unterzeichnete diente mit 
Worten des Trostes aus Philipper 1,21. 

Fred Merke, Prediger 
Baptisten Mission Gemeinde 
Chicago, IL 

KOBERSTEIN- Leokadia Koberstein, 
geb . Hoehn, wurde am 10. Jan. 1901 in 
Wolhynien geboren und starb am 20. Juni 
1977. Im Jahre 1921 verehelichte sie sich 
mit Rudolf Koberstein. Aus dieser Ehe 
gingen neun Kinder he rvor. Beide 
Eheleute bekehrten sich , wurden von 
Prediger Jeske getauft und der Gemeinde 
Luzenow hinzugetan. 

Nach dem Ausbruch des 2. Weltkrieges 
wurden Geschwister Koberstein nach dem 
Wartegau umgesiedelt, von wo sie 1945 
fluechten mussten. 1949 kamen sie nach 
Kanada, wo sie zuerst in Minitonas 
wohnten und seit 1950 in Winnipeg, wo sie 
sich der Deutschen Baptisten Missions
gemeinde anschlossen. Sie war ein treues 
Mitglied bis sie der Herr heimrief. Schw. 
Koberstein sang im gemischten Chor und 
war auch im Schwesternverein taetig. 

Die trauernden Hinterbliebenen sind : 
ihr Mann, Rudolf; vier Toechter: Lydia 
Sereda, Elfrieda Wittenberg, Holdina 
Kaplun und Erika Kelberta; zwei Soehne: 
Walter und Arthur; zwei Schwiegertoech
ter und vier Schwiegersoehne; I4 Enkel
kinder und ein Grossenkel; zwei Schwe
stern: Lina Kachur und Natalia Lother; 
sowie ihr Bruder Walter Hoehn. 

Die Beerdigung fand am 25. Juni in der 
Gemeinde start. Prediger Walter Stein 
Jeitete die Beerdigung. 

Wenzel Hanik, Prediger 
Deutsche Baptisten Missionsgemeinde 
Winnipeg, MB 

LEHMANN-Christian Lehmann wurde 
am 14. Okt. 1892 in Polen geboren. Er 
kam nach Kanada und lies sich in Sued
Manitoba nieder, wo er einen Bauernhof 
hatte. In frueher Jugend nahm er Jesus 
Christus als den lebendigen Heiland an 
und liess s ich taufen. 1971 zog er in die 
Naehe der Deutschen Baptisten Missions
gemeinde, der er sich anschloss. Er war 
ein treues Glied . Sein Wunsch war, noch 

naeher zur Kirche zu ziehen, sodass er 
auch im Winter zu den Versammlungen 
kommen konnte. Er sta rb am 16. Juli 
1977. 

Seine erste Frau starb bereits nach 
einigen Ehejahren. Er heiratete dann 
Rosalie Richter , die jetzt seinen Heimgang 
betrauert. Ferner vermissen ihn : Drei 
Stiefsoehne, zwei Stieftoechter, 19 Enkel
kinder, 2 Urenkel, sein Bruder Karl und 
andere Verwandte und Freunde. 

Die Beerdigung fand am 20. Juli statt. 
Prediger Wenzel Hanik leitete die Beerdi
gung. 

Wenzel Hanik, Prediger 
Deutsche Baptisten Missionsgemeinde 
Winnipeg, MB 

LOEBER-Adam Loeber wurde am 21. 
Juni 1900 in Bonyhad , Urrgarn, geboren. 
Im Jahre 1924 heiratete er Kaethe Stickl 
und lebte 53 Jahre mit ihr in gluecklicher 
Ehe. Der Herr schenkte unseren Ge
schwistern 3 Kinder, von denen noch 2 
am Leben sind. Durch die Kriegsum
st~en~e kam der verstorbene 1951 nach 
Winnipeg, Kanada. Hier fand er den Weg 
zum Herrn und wurde 1 %5 in der 
McDermot Avenue Baptistengemeinde ge
~auft . Seit seinem Umzug nach Hamilton 
1~ J.ahre 1966 war er ein treues Glied der 
h1es1gen Gemeinde. Trotz schwerer Leiden 
wa~ es ~r. Loeber vergoennt , noch am 10. 
Ju.It die Gottesdienste der Gemeinde 
r;i1tzuerleben , bevor ihn der Herr ploetz
h.ch a~ 11. Juli d urch einen Herzschlag zu 
s1ch nef. 

Seinen jaehen Tod betrauern seine 
E~efrau Kaethe; seine beiden Toechter: 
Ehsabeth Maerz und Kaethe Tiede und 
der~n Maenner; sowie 8 Enkelkinder und 
zwe1 Schwestern. 

H~inrich R. Goliath, Prediger 
Deut~che Bapt1sten Missionsgemeinde 
Hamilton, ON 

SCHMIDT-Alexander Schmidt wurde 
am 24. Dez. 1886 in Wolhynien geboren 
und starb am 15 Juli 1977 "in w ·1 . 
S . · nnipeg. 

eine Jugend verbrachte er in Wolhynien , 
wo er au~h zum lebendigen Glauben an 
Jesus Chnstus kam. Er wurde 1910 getauft 
und der Gemeinde in Chernakow hinzuge
t~n . Am 6. Febr. 1913 heiratete er Sara 
T imm und wurde von Prediger E. Werch 
ge_traut. Der Herr schenkte ihnen sieben 
Kinder, von denen die aelteste Tochter 
waehrend des E:sten Weltkrieges starb. 
Al~xander Schmidt gehoerte im 2. Welt
kneg der russichen Armee an. 

Im Jahr 1927 kam die Familie nach 
~anad~ , wo. sie sich in Whitemouth 
mederhes~. Hier schloss sich Br. Schmidt 
der Gemeinde an, der er treu diente bis er 
1956 nach Winnipeg zog und si~h der 
Deutschen Baptisten Missionsgemeinde 
anschloss. 
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INHA L TSVERZEICHNIS 
Noetiger als Brot IGedichtl ......... G. Fritzsche 

1 Dankbar sein in alien Dingen .... . .. . ...... RJK 
2 Durch Reformation zur Freiheit .... D. Niemoeller 
2 Um was es bei der Reformation ging .. W . Busch 
3 Jesus beschaemt den Egoisten J. Gnanabaranam 
3 Mein Besuch in der Sowiet Union ...... . ... RJK 
4 Die Seite der Frau 

Erntedank und wir Staedter ....... H. Sayers 
Lass dich gebrauchen ........ .. .. U. Klukas 
Oas kleine Baeumchen ...... .. .. . . W. Laser 
Die Liebe hoeret nimmer auf ..... ... M. Ertis 

7 Gemeindenachrichten 
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Seinen Heimgang betrauern: Seine Frau 
Sara, die 64 Jahre lang seine Ehege
faehrtin war; Angela Thompson , Mary 
Herzog und Helen Vidal; zwei Soehne, 
Joseph und Herbert; drei Schwieger
soehne ; 19 Enkelkinder und 2 Urenkel; 
sowie a ndere Verwand te und Freunde. 

Die Beerdigung fand am 18. Juli start. 
Prediger Wenzel Hanik leitete die Beerdi
gung. 

Wenzel Hanik, Prediger 
Deutsche Baptisten Missionsgemeinde 
Winnipeg, MB 

Radio M inistry 
by Flavius K. Mart in 

Our a im in Baptist radio work is to 
make a Christian presence in Cameroon 
by preaching God ' s Word in answer to 
the relevant issues of the day. With in
creased censorship of scripts a nd selec
tion of speakers, there is a danger that 
the a uthorities would want us to preach 
an innocuous gospel bereft of its 
powers. 

The Rev. Larry Schemer is helpful 
with planning ideas a nd in preaching. 
La rry leaves on furlough in August 
1978. It would be helpful to have a 
graduate missiona ry on the staff of 
B.B.S.S., who may be able to share the 
load 'of the rad io gospel ministry. 

Central Treasury 

by George E. 
Baab, 

f ield t reasurer 

s 
We regretted the loss of Miss Irene 

Hanik ' s services a s the ·ass istan t 
treasurer. Mr. Matthew Fonmboh, our 
NCS bookkeeping machine opera tor, 
a nd I have shared Irene's duties since 
her departure. 

In 1976 The Baptist Education A u
thority continued to experience financial 
difficulties. We were not able to pay the 
primary school teachers' salaries for two 
and o ne half months due to the lack of 
sufficient school fees a nd government 
subvention . Over $ 125,000 is needed to 
pay these sala ries. We are conti nuing to 
pray that we will be able to work out a 
solution to this problem with the Cam
eroon Government. 

A lso the post-primary instituti?ns a.re 
continuing to experience financial ~if
ficulties because of ri sing operating 
cos ts a nd governmenta l restrictions 
upon tuitio n and boarding fees. 

Our medical institutions a re a lso hav
ing fina ncial problems. Jn addition to 
rising costs in sala ries, equipment, sup
plies a nd medicines, the government 
reduced its grants to Mbingo an_d Banso 
Baptist Hospital. Mbingo Baptist . Hos
pital was seriously affected by this ac-
tion. . 

Our Church Ministries Department is 
in a good financial posi tion at this time: 

We will need money lo replace vehi
cles in the near future. A new Land 
Rover costs approximately $ 12,500. 

THE FIELDS 
Nso, Ol<u, Noni, 

andMay_o 
Darle Fielas 

by Arthur G. Helwig, 
area coord inator 

In 1976 we held a seminar in field 
development with field executives from 
four fields, meeting to seriously consider 
what God would have us attempt for 
1976- 1977. Evangelism and Church 
Growth received priority. Current pro
grams needed a face-lifting, if not com
plete revision or even cancellation. The 
leaders determined to implement new 
outreach programs by listing them in 
order of priority and planned an ag
gressive s trategy to achieve them. These 
exciting plans seemed to overshadow 
every aspect of the work th roughout the 
year. 

Significant events. A program, 
pastors' sala ry administration, was in
itiated whereby funds from churches a re 
centralized to pay and supervise pastors. 
Results ha ve been systematic giving by 
local Christians, new awareness of 
God-given responsibilities, and a unified 
sense of purpose among pastors. Some 
fields collected more money in one 
month than their total field budget less 
than three years ago. 

Over 1,000 decisions for C hrist were 
recorded in Nso and Oku Fields as a 
result of four crusades; 807 of these are 
sincere, committed individuals. 250 
joined C.B.C. churches. The number 
will increase as the last Crusade took 
place in October. Over 3,000 contacts 
were made a nd I0,000 tracts distributed. 
These decisions equal the number who 
accepted Christ through the efforts of 
pastors in the local church . 

One hundred and sixty-six Theological 
Education by Extension courses were 
completed on these fields in 1976. IOOJo 
were completed by lay people. 

The birth o f new congregations, con
struction of better church bui ldings a nd 
the revival of dead churches has added 
an a ir of excitement to our a rea : two 
new congrega tions were formed; six 
churches revived; and two new prayer 
groups begun. . 

Recrui tment of pastora l trainees and 
trained pastors has assisted in the 
development of the work . Jn Nso Field 
we began 1976 with ~ine ~vorkers a nd 
closed with 23. Collectively 111 Ns~ , Oku 
a nd Noni 18 workers were recruited to 
pastor churches fo rmally without work-

ers. Ten young men left to attend 
B.B.T .C. this year. 

Changes taking place in Cameroon 
that a ffect our work are soaring infla
tion, uncertainty in the financial status 
of the Education Authority, government 
requests for our primary school, and 
new land a nd survey laws which re
quired surveying of all properties, both 
private a nd commercial. 

As area coordinator, my main em
phasis centers on church visitation, 
lra ining opportunities for loca l pastors 
and recruitment of additional pastoral 
trainee ca ndidates. As much as possible, 
other missionary personnel are involved 
in church visitation, T.E.E. a nd witness
ing. Two college student groups are be
ing ministered to by B.B.H. expatriate 
personnel. There were 13 leadership 
training courses, 13 lay training courses, 
three Boys ' Brigade leadership training 
courses, four 3-H Girls leadership tra in
ing courses, and four C.B.Y.F. leader
ship training courses held. 

Some comprehensive goals for 1977 
are (I ) a major crusade for C hrist in 
every field of my area, with increased 
emphasis on followup; (2) increase in 
church membership by 10%; (3) every 
church to conduct inquirers classes; (4) 
increase total field budgets by 10-20% · 
(5) recruit 20 new pastors or pastorai 
trainees to the area; (6) develop Nkong
samba as a new field; (7) ·start four new 
churches; revive four congregations; (8) 
hold four T.E.E. courses with 100% of 
the pastoral trainees part icipating; (9) 
hold one major pastors' conference 
teaching a nd directing church growth 
~nd evangelism; a nd (10) hold one ma
JOr youth congress in each field. 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS 
C.B.C. Tadu Crusade for Ch . 

Tadu Church was dying a na t 1 d nst. 
declining from a bout 50 t u:a eath, 
b o nme mem 
. ers over a two-year period -
m only three days of •v"1t .. However, 
· ' nessm g 

tton and preaching, the Lor , v1s1ta -
crusade to revive th" d used a 

is church for his 



honor and glory. More than 150 people 
prayed to accept C hrist, and more than 
(j() rededicated themselves from Tadu 
and surrounding areas. Three months 
later, having placed a pastoral tra inee in 
the church, a total active membership o f 
more than fifty was reported. 

C.B.C. Nseh Crusade for Christ. For 
almost three years Nseh Church has ex
perienced much internal difficulty due 
to its location as a border church to 
Ndu Field. The church was encouraged 
by having a trained pas tor placed there 
to serve and teach them. In preparation 
for the planned crusade, the pastor was 
led of God in arranging for prayer cells 
nine weeks in advance. As he arranged 
families in various quarters to pray 
together, many of the internal problems 
were resolved through sharing together 
this way. The prayer cells were sched
uled to meet weekly, but on their own 
initiative many cells met daily enjoying 
the fellowship and feeling the power of 
God a t work . About 40% o f the con
gregation joined pasto rs in daily 
witnessing throughout the area. T oday 
the church stands strong and firm in 
testimony of God's love and his power 
to answer prayer and unite those who 
approach his throne of grace with a 
common concern. 

Bamenda
Belo-Ndop 

Fields 

by Fred 
Holzimmer, 

area 
coord inator 

On the Bamenda , Belo and Ndop 
Fields there a re 174 churches. In 1976 
there were 521 baptisms, 1,439 in
q~irers, 15,259 members, 53 pasto rs 
w~th 2-6 years of training, 59 pastors 
wi th no training a nd 59 churches with
o ut pastors. 

The great cause for concern in these 
fie lds is in the pastoral care o f o ur 
growing constituency . More than two
thirds of our churches have pastors with 
no pastoral or Bible training or have no 
pastor. T hese are poorly paid or not 
paid at a ll. 

Theological Education by Extension 
courses a re being offered in each of our 
fields in the hope of improving our 
pastors' knowledge of the Bible and 
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aiding those who ha ve had no training. 
Twenty-two separate classes have been 
conducted during the past year with ap
proximately 134 enrolled. 

BELO FIELD 
Belo Field, the la rgest in the Conven

tion, has three areas considered " mis
sion fields": Mamfe-Overside, Fongom 
and Esimbi. The Esimbi area has been 
growing almost unnoticed a nd unaided 
has 13 churches and is pastored most!; 
by school boys. Mem bers a re mostly 
young people a nd young couples. The 
people a re very receptive to the gospel. 
At its las t field conference, Belo F ield 
determined to center more a ttention on 
this area a nd made budget provision for 
!t. Al~ost half of the Belo Field budget 
1s dedicated to missionary activity and 
deserves commendatio n. 

A full-time chapla in is employed in 
our Leprosy Settlement. E ighty-one per
sons were converted in this hospita l in 
I ~76. Bed-to-bed visita tion; pre-oper
at~ve c?nsul,t,ations in which the Chap
la m writes, I have introduced C hrist to 
a lmost ev~r~ surgical patient to remove 
fear , susp1c1on a nd depression and to 
prepare the pa tient to face this pro
~ed~re with confidence" ; and home vis
itation of pa tients living in the camp 
have brought C hrist to a hos t o f needy 
people. 
. An ag~ressive . youth ministry is e ffec

t1.v71~ bemg earned on with youth teams 
v_1s1t1ng many churches a nd areas in the 
field , cha llenging youth a nd giv· 
evangelistic messages. mg 

A women's worker has been engaged 
on t~ e field for one year; she will return 
to Bible school to complete her training. 

BAMENDA FIELD 
Ba menda Field is struggling under th 

loss .o~ ma ny trained pastors una ble an~ 
unw1lhng to stay in chu rches wh· h 
them li ttle a nd irregula rly G" I~ p~y · 1vmg 1s 
po?r. T here !s a lack of even one 
tra med pastor m each association 

An instituti ona l you th mini~ter . 
empl_oyed by the fi eld, who visits a~~ 
proximately 10 high schools, technical 
colleges a nd :ommercial schools each 
we~k_. He urntes Baptist students in 
tram1 ~g and offers opportunity fo r 
salvatwn and commitment. 

NDOP FIELD 
Ndop Field shows steady b ut slow 

growth . Its giving has do ubled and the 
m:~bership increased by 50' percent. 
Mm1stry to students in technical schools 
and com~ ercial colleges within the area 
started this year a nd will be expanded 
~onstruction will a lso be started on ~ 
field pastor's house. 

Needs. _This report highFghts the need 
for senous concern to ( I ) find some 

means to s tem the flow of pastors out 
of the field and ministry due to finan
cia l difficu lt ies; (2) place at least one 
trained pastor in each associa tion for 
teaching and supervision; (3) aggres
sively evangelize in every a rea possible; 
(4) teach and t rai n leaders mo re effec
tively; a nd (5) conserve the gains in 
church membership through teach ing, 
church participation and witness ing. 

Ndu, Bethel, 
Mbemand 

Nf umnte Fields 

by Edwin 
Michelson, 

area 
coordinator 

NDU FIELD 
The situa tion on the Ndu Field has re

mained a problem . The leaders o f the 
'.'!du rift continue to hold many people 
m confusion. The Cameroon Natio nal 
Union Party and the government noted 
the seriousness of the r ift and have 
taken a s trong stand to resolve the issue. 

The Ndu church bu ild ing, used by 
J~seph Merrick College and Baptist 
~1ble Tra ining College for worship ser
vices on Sundays, was blockaded on a 
Sunday morning a nd na iled sh ut, so the 
Colleges have been meet ing in the 
B.B.T.C. chapel ever since. 

An attempt to open the ch urch at 
Mbah was a lso obstructed; even tho ugh 
proper applicatio n was m ade on the part 
o f some of the members for the church 
to be o pened by the forces of law. 

T he Ndu rift leaders have fa lsely kept 
t~lli ng the people that they will be get
ti~g their own Convention a nd have 
tned to get vario us groups to come in 
and help them . T he government has 
very defini tely proclaimed that t here wi ll 
be no two Ba ptist Conventions. The 
goal fo r the Nd u Field in 1977 is si mply 
peace. In a developing country, steps 
for the secu rity and unity of the people 
are necessary, and those who disregard 
t?e law are viewed as a threat to the na
lJOn. 

BETHEL FIELD 
In 1976 the now called Bethel F ield 

was sti ll a part of Ndu Field but func
t~oned as a field with actin~ field of
ficers, collecti ng of funds and holding a 
fie ld Bible con ference . The field consis ts 

of 32 Baptist churches; fou r associations 
with chairmen; 1,268 Baptist Christians; 
11 pastors (three a re ordained); 11 2 bap
tisms; 246 inquirers ; 28 Women's Union 
mem bers; 63 Boys' Brigade members; 24 
Men's Fellowship members; 59 3-H 
Girls groups a nd two students at 
B.B.T.C. 

The Bible Conference was well at
tended with a surprising number of 
good choirs in competit ion. The govern
ment seat of Nkambe was chosen as the 
headquarters. Land there has been ap
plied for which cou ld include a new 
church, field pa stor's home, pastor's 
home, missio nary residence and youth 
center . 

MBEM FIELD 
As Ha rvey M otis left on furlough in 

the middle of the year, I took over 
Mbem a nd N fum nte F ields as area co
o rd inator. Statistics include five associa
tio ns with a n association evangelist in 
each, ho ld ing his own church; 4,034 
Baptist Christia ns; 37 pastors, five ~r
dained a nd 3 1 in t rain ing; 49 Baptist 
churches; 359 baptisms; and 356 in
quirers. 

The la rges t church (589 members), 
Philip Ma ngong , pastor, had no bap
tisms in 1976 b ut baptized 60 m 
February 1977 . 

Mr. Z. F. J inkwen, teacher, Mbem 
C.B.C. School, has done a n outstanding 
job of leading the youth. T he area 
Youth number over 1,000. He a lso leads 
the Boys' Brigade. 

T he Wycliffe (S.I.L.) organization has 
come to M bem. They plan to involve 
the church a nd the commu nity for back
ing to develop an alphabet and then do 
translatio n work. 

Fortu nately the Mbem Field, having 
received decades of missionary atten
tion , is able to function quite well 
without close supervision. The leader
ship is quite capable. 

Goa ls: A field -wide gospel crusade; _the 
developm ent of the centralize~ field 
fu nd to pay for the field evangelist a~d 
event ually the pastors; every pastor m 
T.E.E.; and pastors for 13 pastorless 
churches. 

NFUMNTE FIELD . 
This fie ld includes two associauons 

a nd two evangelists; 13 pastors _(3 °;; 
dained); 19 Baptist churches, with 
baptisms and 179 inquirers; 4 18 Wom
en's Union members with good leader~ 
ship; 154 c.B.Y.F. members; 146 Bo~.s 
Brigade members· 172 Men's Fellows 1P 

' d at rnernbers, and has five stu ents 

B.B.T.C. ral 
Seven churches are pastorless. Seve 

1. d and 
vi llages could be evange 1ze , 
churches planted there. 

The field Bible conference was one of 

the highlights of the year. T he majority 
attending were young people. The 
choirs, in uniform, gave a positive 
touch ; there were several new choirs. 

I<umba and 
Mamfe Fields 

by Kenneth C. // ~ (/!} 
Priebe, l 

area 
coordinator \ 

In Kumba Field we are in the process of 
grouping churches together in order to 
strengthen the smaller churches and allo~ the 
larger congregations to call a . full -ume, 
trained pastor. Average membership of our 
churches is 20-25. By putting two or three 
strategically located church7s together under 
the shepherding of one trained pastor, they 
will have good leadership and te~ching as 
well as a new vision for growth. Six group
ings are ready to call their own_ pastor. We 
only have four ordained pastors in our field; 
two are in Kumba. Associations ~nd ~hurches 
are suffering and slowly decreasing in mem
bership due to the lack of leadership. An
other reason for the group~ng . of these 
churches is to revive commumc~u~n and a 
ense of belonging among the Chnsuans. 
~umba Field. Kumba Field is probably one 
of the largest and least accessible fields in the 

nvention. Over one half of the churches are 
~~Y accessible after trekking one half to l _Y2 
days. Some churches have never seen a m~s
sionary in six years; thus some Bapust 
churches have disappfe~rled~· Remo~eness is a 
negative factor in the 1e s operauon. 

Jn spite of the many obs,tacles and _han~-
. 1·n Kumba Field God s Church is sull 
1caps ' · Th' carrying on and in many_ areas growing. is 
. due to a number of influences: (I) the sta
~oning of a field coordi_nator in Kumb~; .<2) 
enthusiasm radiated dunng our_ tours giving 
the churches new zeal and excitement as to 
what can happen when God 's ~eopl.e come 
together to praise a~d worship him; (3) 
hurches calling full-ume pastors (2nd year 
~raduates from B.T.T.C., Ndu). Example: a 
pastor from Kumba and I . went to a town 
called Tombel, where there 1s a cocoa camp. 
At this camp we had one of our stro~ger 
churches present. However, upon our arrival 
we found out that the group t_here had de
creased to a mere handful. Their pastor had 
packed up and left. For over a year they had 
never met for worship. Our stay there lasted 
three days. During this time ~pastor on vaca
tion from the grasslands v1s1ted the camp. 
While there, he felt the call of ~od to se_rve 

1 m They in turn became excited and 1m
t 1e · II h. o my last mediately extended a ca to im. n . . 
visit to the camp, the number of Chnsuans 
worshipping together was between 6.0-75. 

Needs fo r Kumba Field are effecuve leader
ship for the churches and then encourage-

ment and direction in training and evangelism 
for these leaders. At present we have 1,277 
members in Kumba Field and 80 inquirers to 
receive baptism. 
Goals for 1977: to complete my visitation of 
the churches in this field; to get at least five 
trained pastors in strategic areas and give 
them close attention so that these areas will 
become self-supporting and self-propagating; 
to get a second year graduate of B.B.T.C. to 
work with the Kumba Town secondary school 
youth; to hold two Crusades for Christ, after 
an in-depth counselling course with our pas
tors and church teachers; to get a sixth year 
graduate field pastor of B.B.T.C. to work 
with the field. 
Mamre Field. Mamfe Field has a very effec
tive field executive. The Field has nine 
churches, 250 Baptist members, and one 
nonordained pastor. 

Along with being area coordinator of Kum
ba and Mamfe Fields, I assist the C.B. Con
vention by being assistant school manager of 
Cameroon Baptist School in Meme and 
Manyu division. This position requires the 
checking and keeping in order of the schools 
and teachers. Periodically I check the teach
ers' notes, registers and teaching (week's, 
month's and year's goals). I also pay the 
teachers their salaries and try to help them 
with their personal difficulties. At the pres
ent, 1 am stressing Bible teaching in our 
schools. 

The work in Cameroon is still great. The 
time for the missionary is far from over. If 
anything, we need more help and assistance, 
because the field is ready, and the effective 
time is short. 

Victoria and 
Soppo Fields 

by Raymond 
Hoffman, 

area 
coordinator 

Cameroonian church leaders are grateful that 
missionaries are still coming, and they are 
asking for as much help as possible. 

My task is to instruct pastors in the area of 
leadership as well as training Christians, es
pecially church leaders, to have a much better 
concept of what the Christian walk is all 
about, especially in the area of stewardship. 
The T.E.E. program has yet taken hold at 
the coast, as it has in other areas. 

In nation here, as elsewhere, is a serious 
problem. Just the upkeep of mission vehicles 
is tremendously costly; replacement is next to 
impossible. This needs to be a constant re
minder to our brethren in our homeland 
churches concerning the financial problems 
of missions. Our missionaries of the past 
~ave done_ tremendous work. We are continu
~ng to bmld upon past work but not always 
in the same manner because of the cha . 
times. D ngmg 
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Medical Worl< 
Medical 

Authority 
by J. C. Fluth, 

medical secretary 
In its second year, the Medical Authority is 
continuing the evangelistic outreach and heal
ing ministry, begun many years ago by North 
American Baptists in Cameroon. 

Up-grading of o ur faci lities and service is 
proceeding slowly but surely. Laundry mech
anization at Banso and Mbingo, shoe ma
chinery speeding production for leprosy pa
tients, M.A.F. air service, newer instruments 
and surgical techniques are a few o f the signs 
of development. 

At times we are rather down-cast because 
of perpetual financial difficulties (most acute 
in leprosy work) and burgeoning red tape. 
Cameroonization at senior levels is nigh im
possible under the present financial structure, 
and over the long range we may have to rely 
more on nurses aids than R.N 's . Banso has 
begun training such aids this year. 

Disturbing is the apparent lack of doctors 
in North America who feel the call of God to 
missions as something worth prolonged and 
unreserved commitment! Or is it that we just 
are not seeing the men God is cal ling? Do we 
need to do more to help men hear? Short
term doctors are helpful, bu t the help is 
directly proportional to the length of service; 
fu rthermore, it is not possible for short-term 
people to really share in responsibilities not 
directly concerned with patient care. We 
plead . .. urgent ... concern! We need two 
new missionary nurse/ midwives in early 1978. 

Now, the in-ward look: The Medical 
Authority introduced the "L. M. Chaffee 
Award of Merit" as a means of emphasizing 
its concern for Christ-like compassion, self
less devotion and aggressive witness in its 
staff. It was presented at the C.B.C. General 
Sessions. 

The out-reach of our hospitals goes to 
areas remote from Banso and Mbingo. T he 
people of Cameroon have respect for the 
q uality of care provided, and recognize 
Christ 's love. Historically, medical missions 
has been a spearpoint for evangelism as well 
as a healing m inistry; we maintain this con
cern . 

Area coordinators 
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Motis, until 
June 
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Helwig 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Lennick un-
til June ' 
Rev. and Mrs. Raymond Hoffman, 
from November 
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Priebe 
from September ' 
Rev. and Mrs. Fred Holzimmer 
Rev. and Mrs. Edwin Michelson 
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. .Ashong village in Bamenda Field is build
ing a health centre which we are committed 
to staff and operate. Mayo Darle Field is 
urgently requesting a health center, and the 
need is obvious. 

Mbingo Baptist Hospital 
The new Glanz Memorial C hapel was com
pleted and dedicated in 1976. The staff no 
longer has to stand in the cold open veranda 
for ~orning .devotions; a variety o f Sunday 
evening English programs are spurring in
ter~st: A counseling room is includ ed in the 
building, a~d M r. Samuel Jam, son of the 
l~te evangelist, Robert J am, has moved into 
his new :~aplain 's office. M r. Jam reports 81 
~rm dec1s1ons for Christ among hospital pa
uents. 

The chaplaincy is only one of many things 
at M.bingo that are supported largely by 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc. The leprosy 
shoe w~rkshop .is another, and the second 
doctor 1s the biggest single support figure. 
We are v~ry grateful fo r the participation of 
A.L.M. in our work and would urge our 
N.A.B. ch~rches to avail themselves of the 
fine .educational materials offered by A.L.M., 
par11c;ularly on World Leprosy Day. 

This year 24 n:iore patients were discharged 
as free from active leprosy. Discharge Day is 
probably alw~ys the highlight of the year. It 
is hard to sit through the service with dry 
eyes as one sees and hears the testimonies of 
God's lo ve and healing power. 

1:~e rehabilitation unit also provides oppor
tunities to really get to know patients per
sonally, as both general and leprosy patients 
tend to be here for a long time. Evelyn is a 
good example of this. When less than a year 
old, s.he had her leg amputa ted at Banso for 
tourniquet damage after a snake bi te. She 
was sent here for an a rtificial leg and has 
been here . for severa l months, trying to learn 
to walk wnh a prosthesis when she had never 
even, wal~ed at all before. But she walks 
now. During all this time, Evelyn's mother 
has been a concern to us, as she has not yet 
been able to really commit her life to th 
Lord Jesus . T his , in spite of the fact that sh~ 
r~cently acknowledged to my wife that 'f h 
died , she "would go to Satan " R I s e 
St · · · osemary 

een is doing a great job as our ph . I 
th · h'I ys1ca erap1st, w .1 e Pa t Lenz is on furlough. 

Your ~bingo . missionaries have all also 
been . act~ve outside the framewo rk of the 
hospnaJ in women's work 3 H a· 1 • - ir s, youth 
work and T '.E.E. Quite a few o f o ur hospital 
sta~f.are .taking T.E.E. courses. Our financia l 
pos111on is no better, and, in fact, worse than 
last year. Looking for ways to support costl 
leprosy work that generates no revenue . Y 
the face o f rising _ cos~s and decreasing ~o~~ 
ernment support , is d iscouraging to say the 
least: Yet, the very fact tha t leprosy work 
co~tinues a t all is probably a miracle for 
which we shou ld thank God . 
~oa l.s. For some time now we have been 
limping alo ng without a full- time second doc
tor a t Mbingo who could rea lly bite into the 
~ork a~d share responsibilities on a continu
ing basis. While we a re gra tefu l for short
term help , it in no way compensates for the 

lack of a full-time man, and the work clearly 
s.uffers. The need is acme this year! Pa r
ticula rly so, if we are to make needed ad
vances in leprosy work and have someone 
ready when I leave in 1978. 

T he other big concern is a replacement for 
Ed Hoepner this year. T o whom shall all 
t~e.s7 .administrative and maintenance respon
s1b1ht1es be assigned? 

Please do your part. Ta lk about these 
needs in your churches, gather people for 
prayer, and. en~ourage possible applicants. 
Surely God 1s 51111 ca lling people 10 serve him 
here. 

Belo Maternity Center 
Full Cameroonization of Belo has been gen
erally successful. A new kitchen was com
pleted this past year, this frees the previous 
duplex for the use o f re la tives 10 p repare 
meals for the patients; for a midwife's house 
~nd a~dit ional storage. The boisterous danc
i~g wnh which relatives celebrate a child's 
bi~th .formerly made sleep impossible for the 
midwife, so the new bu ilding was a necessity· 
$500 ~vas. squeezed out of the budget. ' 

A significant staffing change was made this 
year, replacing the third midwife with a 
nurse. It is hoped that this will increase 
genera l out-patient attendance. 

Ban so 
Baptist 

Hospital 
by Helen Marie Schmidt 

' M.D. 
A .new .7-bed ward for general patients was 
~uilt With U.S. Aid Funds. Running water 

as bee~ brought to the health center by 
communny development efforts. 

1 
The most outstanding hea lth problem this 

ast year was the measles epidemic which 
th~eatened to break the walls o f our pedia tric 
~mt a~d taxed our staff a lm ost to the break
ing point. 

. Eye surgery (cataract and other) has con
!inued .to be an important part of o ur service, 
increasing substantially. More people with 
other eye problems are coming for treatment. 

The plans for the Chaffee Memoria l C hil
dren's. Ward are comple te; the building re
model~ng will begin in 1977. 
h Christoffel Blindenmission continues to 

elp us financia lly with one nurses' sa la ry 
cataract lenses and other supplies for our ey~ 
surgery program. 

The hospital chaplain reports enthusiasti
c.a lly tha t during 1976 he counselled 1202 pa
tients: 124 became C hristians· 43 rededicated 
their .lives to C hrist. We c~ntinue to have 
morning and evening devotions in each ward , 
plus morning devotio ns in the o utpatient de
partment , morning chapel services wit h sta ff 
and meaning fu l Sunday evening services. 

On Sunday mornings va rious missionary 
sta ff present Bible studies and sermonettes to 
St. Augustine Secondary School's Protestant 
students. During the week two of our m is-

sio na ry nurses are responsible fo r weekly Bi
ble studies at Bu i College of General Educa
tion in Kumba Town. Educated women meet 
together monthly in our hospita l chapel as 
"Life Liners" and twice yearly for retrea ts. 
Missionaries continue to be leaders in the 3-H 
and other youth programs; tho ug h Came
roonians are taking active leadership roles as 
well. 

Dr. and Mrs . Doug Blackman and their 
fami ly have replaced the Dieter Lemkes dur
ing furlough . Dr. Blackman has contributed 
especially in the fie ld of internal medicine. 

The mos t gratifying experiences fo r me 
have been in the fie ld of Medicine and Sur
gery: A middle-aged lady cured through sur
gery after 25 years of suffe ring; a great many 
blind people now able to see ; glaucoma pa
tients assured of continued eyesight ; the glow 
on a pa ren t's face as they see a cleft lip 
closed; a patient praising God as her baby is 
safely delivered after hard long labor, and a 
small child with 4 + Mala ria smear alive and 
well. 

We a re hampered by inadequate sta ff and 
equipment d ue to the high cost of supplies 
and low salaries. 

During the next year we plan to increase 
the responsibility held by selected Cameroo
nian staff. This is in preparation for the pro
jected decrease in the number of missionary 
nurses at B.B.H . from 4 to 3 in about 2 !/z-3 
years. At th is time we do not have a Came
roonian trained to replace the nurse, but by 
decreasing responsibility grad ually of all the 
expatriate n urses and dividing it among sev
eral Cameroonian nurses, we hope to ac
complish this goa l. 

B. B. H. Nursing 
and Midwifery 

Training 
School 

by Eleanor Weisenburger, 
R.N., director 

Because of government regulated high salar.Y 
scales for nurses and midwives and because II 
is difficult to fi nd people with the necessary 
entrance requirements fo r these positions, a 
new program o f training was started at B~ns.o 
Baptist H ospital in September 1976. This ~ s 
the traini ng of nursing aids who have a basic 
background (eighth grade) and who, a fte.r a 
Year of intensive theoretica l and practical 
training, are expected to be able 10 carry out 
most basic nursing procedures. Out of 33 
candida tes who wrote the government en
trance exam for this co urse, eight passed; 

seven were admitted for trai ning. There are 
two student nurses in their second year of 
train ing and one in her fi rst. 

Our main goal for the fu ture is to tra in 
enough Christian nurses, midwives and nurs
ing aids to maintain our present medical 
work at a reasonable standard of efficiency. 
Any plans for expan sion by C .B.C. Medica l 
Authority a re partly dependent on our train
ing program. It is our hope that we can find 
a la rger number of suitable candida tes to fill 
this need. Other private agencies, such as the 
Presbyterian church, a lso make use of the 
service of our tra ining school. 

Mbem 
Baptist 
Health 
Centre 

by Kathryn Anne Kroll , R.N. 
Significant events during the year included: 
(I) Seven less deliveries than last year ; a 
substantial reduction in both inpatient and 
outpatients during the extended illness of 
senior nursing staff; (2) Staff reduc tion for 
economy reasons; (3) Increase in governm ent 
medical facilities at nea rby d ispensary and 
even tua l cottage hospita l; a second nurse ad
ded to the staff of the present facility; a 
Dutch volunteer wor king in the area during 
the year to establish Infant Welfare and im
munization programs; (4) A greater interest 
in seeking medical care by those living within 
the a rea of the health centre. 

Goals for next year are ( I) more clinics in 
outlying a reas on a regular basis; (2) greater 
evangelistic outreach in present and new 
clin ics; (3) increased hea lth teaching and 
demonstrat ion; and (4) increase in personal 
time spent with patients and staff by senior 
nursing staff. 0 

BANSO BAPTIST HOSPITAL 
MISSIONARY PERSONNEL: 
Helen Marie Schmidt, M.D., Daphne 
Dunger, R.N ., Pennie Lou Jucht, R.N., 
Gert rude Schatz, R.N., Dr. and Mrs. 
Dieter Lemke replaced by Dr. a nd Mrs. 
Douglas Blackman • , E leanor Weisen· 
burger, R.N. 

Bed Capacity 
Doctors 
Consul tat Ions 
Patients hospitalize d 
Major operat ions 
Minor operations 
Deliveries 

138 
2 

27,125 
6,072 

649 
2,855 
1,643 

MBINGO BAPTIST HOSPITAL 
MISSIONARY PERSONNEL: 
Dr. and Mrs. J. C . F luth, Mr. a nd Mrs . Ed · 
ward K. Hoepner, Laura E. Reddig, R.N., 
E. Elizabet h Mantay, R.N ., Patric ia l.:enz 
replaced by Rosemary Steen • , Myrna J . 
Goodman, R.N ., th ru J une; Dr. and Mrs. 
David Grabke, thru March 

Bed capacity 
Total outpatient visits 
Total deliveries 
Major operations 
Minor operations 

75 
27, 193 

104 
344 
755 

MBEM BAPTIST HEALTH CENTRE 
MISSIONARY PERSONNEL: 
Kathryn Kroll , R.N. 

Bed capacity 24 
Health Centre Admissions 611 
Major Operations 19 
Minor Operations 243 
Matern ity Admissio ns 480 
Number o f Deliveries 478 

BANGOLAN HEALTH CENTRE* * 
Outpatients 9,565 
Deliveries 241 

JIKIJEM HEALTH CENTRE** 
Outpatients 
Deliveries 

BELO MATERNITY CENTRE** 

2,509 
441 

Outpatients 5,896 
Deliveries 881 

"Short·term missionaries 
·"Staffed by Cameroonians completely 

Part of Missions Digest 
appeared in the September 
issue of BAPTIST HERALD 
on pages 13-20. 

Reprinted copies of Part 1 and II of MISSIONS DIGEST 1977 are available upon request. Wri te to 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY • NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
CONFERENCE • 1 SO. 210 SUMMIT AVENUE, OAKBROOK TERRACE, IL 60181 
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 

TROY, Ml, CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by John Trate 

"TROY-City of Tomorrow-TODAY" read the optimistic 
signs surrounding the "fastest growing community" in the 
metropolitan Detroit area. A tranquil, rural town just a few 
years ago, Troy, MI, is now the home of luxurious shopping 
centers, the Michigan State University Graduate Buisness Cen
ter, the S.S. Kresge World Headquarters, and many new hous
ing developments. 

While there are several fundamental works in the southern 
portion of Troy, no other Baptist church ministers in the 
booming northwest section. The pastoral staff of Redeemer 
Baptist Church in nearby Warren reali zed the exciting op
portunity for the North American Baptist Conference to minis
ter in this progressive area; a missionary spirit of Michigan 
N.A. B. churches encouraged the vision. As a result, Mr. Gor
don Bauslaugh, whi le on staff at Redeemer and finishing train
ing at Detroit Bible College, was entrusted with responsibilities 
for initial visitation last summer. He followed up his efforts 
with Bible studies in several homes throughout the ensuing 
year. Mr. Bauslaugh now serves as Christian Education Direc
tor at Bismarck Baptist C hurch, ND. 

T he actual church planting began in the Spring of 1977 
under the pastoral leadership of the Rev. John Trate. Two 
families from Redeemer, Bill and Donna Ballman and John 
a nd Jamie Hanselman, residents of the general area, shared 
the vision and stepped out in faith to ass ist in the birth of a 
new N.A.B. church, the Northridge Baptist Church of Troy. 

Public services, held in a lovely school , started in June with 
a small nucleus. A Bible school program began in September, 
and a midweek Bible study and prayer fellowship is in its in
itia l days. Bible studies flourish in different areas of the ci ty. 
Many contacts have been made through a methodical program 
of outreach, a nd follow-up is now in progress to develop the 
ministry . 

We have seen God move in miraculous ways . For example, 

two other groups requested use of the same school which 
Northridge Baptist uses but were turned down " for some 
reason," a janitor told us. God has brought the families 
together with an expectant spirit of faith, reasonable age agree
ment among the children, and a sweet spirit of unity that 
permeates the services. 

The beginnings are small , but as Pastor Trate pointed out in 
the initial service, "who hath despised the day of small 
things?" (Zach. 4: 10). What an excit ing challenge for this 
group o f believers to es tablish a Bible-based, missionary-

The Rev. John Trate is the pastor of the Northridge Baptist 
Church, Troy, Ml. 
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minded, community-oriented New Testament church to meet 
the spiritual needs of northwest Troy! 

If you would l ike to help us meet this challenge successfull y, 
please pray with us for an expanded program of outreach, a 
key property location for future building and rewarding evan
gelistic and discipling efforts . Contributions may be sent to the 
North American Baptist Conference, 1 So. 210 Summit Ave., 
Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, IL 60181, designa ted for the 
Northridge Baptist Church. 0 

Midweek Bible study 

WEDDING ANNIVERSA RIES 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Rehbein of Mound 
MN, celebrated their 50th wedding an: 
niversary. Members and friends of Min
netrista Baptist Church shared in this 
occasion with a reception on June 12 
1977. Both Mr. and Mrs. Rehbein hav; 
been faithful members of this church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Martin, charter 
members of Brentview Baptist Church, 
Calgary, AB, were married July 7 
1927, in Maidstone, SK. An open hous~ 
for friends and relatives was held at the 
church in honor of their 50th anniver
sary on June 5, 1977. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burde/le Mulvihill 
observed their 50th wedding anniversary 
on Feb. 23 , 1977. They are members of 
First Baptist C hurch, Appleton, MN. 

GLADWIN , Ml. On July 3, 1977, 
Round Lake Baptist Church celebrated 
the second annual Homecoming Da·y. 
The all-day affair began wi th Sunday 
school, followed by the worship service 
at which the Rev. Winston Decker, pas
tor, brought the message, "When We 
Care." 

A family potluck picnic dinner pre
ceded the afternoon activities: playing 
games, visiting with former friends and 
neighbors , remm1scmg and viewing 
many interesting and unusual handcraft 
displays made by our members. 

Mark and Mary Bonham gave a chal
lenging slide presentation about their 
ministry with the Navigators on our col
lege campuses in southern Michigan. 

In the evening, a special concert was 
presented by Johnny Hall , singer , com
poser and recording artist. Johnny is a 
former resident of Gladwin a nd has re
cently been requested to accompany 
John W . Peterson as a soloist on a con
cert tour of the United States. (Jean 
Kleiss, reporter.) 

CALGARY, AB . On June 26, 1977, 
eight candidates were baptized at Tem
ple Baptist Church. It was a joy to hear 
thei r testimonies; we praise the Lord for 
each one of them. They are pictured 
with the Rev. Frank Schmidt and four 
of our Deacons. 

Six of our young people attended Bi
ble school the past year. Four o f whom 
have entered into part-time C hristian 
service for the summer months. Debbie 

Splett was in Austria working with 
Child Evangelism; Terry Fowler worked 
in British Columbia with Child Evange
lism. Elli Schock is at present our direc
tor of Christian Education. Karl Fech is 
furthering his ministry at the Seminary. 

A graduation banquet was held June 
4 to honor our 1977 graduates. The 
young people, college and career group 
and parents of the graduates were in
vited. (Irene Wirzba, reporter.) 

OCHRE RIV ER, MB. On June 12 
Grace Baptist Church celebrated the 
50th anniversary. The Lord used men, 
such as Dr. E. P . Wahl and the Rev. 
John Luebeck, to settle the immigrants 
in the St. Rose, Ochre River, and 
Makinak district. Our church began in 
1927 when German Baptists immigrated 
to Canas:la. These people were settled on 
previously occupied "soldier settlement" 
farm s through the American Baptist 
Mission Board. In June 1927 these Bap
tists officially organized as a church and 
as a mission outreach of McDermot 
Avenue Baptist Church, Winnipeg, 
through the leadership of the Rev. John 
Luebeck and the Rev. F. A. Bloedow. 
The church was known as St. Rose Bap
tist Church; it is now known as G.race 
Baptist Church of Ochre River. 

The church began with a membership 
of 53. During the first 13 years, the con
gregation met for worship in the Turtle 
River School. In 1940 the first church 
building was dedicated . In 1945 the Rev. 
A. Kraemer became the first fu ll-time 
pastor. In 1960 a modern parsonage was 
built. In 1969 a new church was built at 
the corner of Highways 5 and 480. On 
Oct. 19, 1969, this beautiful building 
was dedicated to the glory of God, with 
praise and tha nks?iving. o~.r prayer is 
that this church might be a Lighthouse 
by the Highway of Life" a s was ex
pressed by Dr. G. K. Zimmerman at 
that memorable occasion. 

Three young men of the church have 
entered into the pastoral ministry: Dr. 
H . Waltereit, Dr. W. Sturhahn, a nd the 
Rev. B. Voss. 

On this happy occasion we had many 
former pastors , sons and daughters of 
the church, and many fr iends in atten
dance, a s well as four charter members: 
Mrs. Paetzold, Mrs. Voss, Mr. Fred 
DeVries, and Mr. G . Roos. 

The Rev. A. Kliever, former pastor, 
taught the adult Sunday school class. 
The Rev. B. Voss former pastor, taught 
the youth class, and the Rev. Bob Orr 
and Mrs . B. Voss, taught the combined 
child ren classes. The Rev. David Unrau , 
former pastor, was guest speaker for 
our morning service. 

A buffet dinner was served at the 
church. In the afternoon w~ had o~r an
niversary service, beginning with a 

prelude by the Rowandale Brass Band, 
Winnipeg. The dedi.cation prayer was 
led by the Rev. E. Hess, Moosehorn. 
The junior and senior choirs sang. Dr. 
E. P. Wahl, Edmonton, reflected on the 
past. Mr. F. DeVries presented him with 
a gift in appreciation. 

Greetings were brought to us by the 
Rev. Bob Orr from the mother church, 
McDermot Ave. Baptist Church, Win
nipeg. Greetings were extended from 
visiting friends and former pastors as 
well as letters of greetings read. The 
Brass Quartet, German Mission Church, 
Winnipeg, presented us with a number 
of selections. 

The message was brought by the Rev. 
Isador Faszer, Northern Area secretary. 
Dr. E. P. Wahl closed in prayer. We are 
indeed thankful for God's guiding hand 
upon us and rejoice that he has counted 
us worthy of 50 years of service for 
him. (Mrs. Irma DeVries, reporter.) 

LA CROSSE, WI. The youth of Bible 
Baptist Church, ages three to eleven, 
have the opportunity of participating in 
Junior Church ministry which is held 
during the morning worship service. 
Mrs. Linda Heisler, wife of Pastor 
William H. Heisler, Jr., shares her 
many talents in music, teaching and in 
leading the growing group. The pro
grams at'e comprised of gospel singing 

and puppetry which Mrs. Heisler has 
created and produced for the group pro
claiming the real message of salvation 
and God's love. (Laverne Samb, re
porter.) 

BENTO N HARBOR, Ml. On July IO, 
after the evening service, Napier 
Parkview Baptist Church had a welcome 
home food shower and dinner for the 
George Baab family, missionaries. 

We enjoyed hearing the latest reports 
from Cameroon, listening to Margie's 
lilting solo, "Welcome Home C hil
dren," by Adrian King, and partaking 
in a joyful time of fe llowship. 

On June 26, we had a welcome home 
food shower and time of fellowship for 
the J ohn Bettigs, home on furlough. 
They have been serving in West Ger
many with Trans World Radio. · (Lois 
Breitkreuz, reporter.) 
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SPRINGSIDE, SK. It is with great joy 
we witnessed the baptism of ten young 
people and two adults upon confession 
of their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Organiza tions of our church bring 
praise a nd glory to God. We had child 
dedication recently. Our choir is a bless
ing in the morning worship services. 

Choirs from various Bible schools as 
well as the N.A. B.C. lad ies' team, 
Althea, were enjoyed very much a t our 
church. We were really blessed by the 
witnessing and friend liness which ma de 
everyone more concious of the true 
meaning of a dedicated life. 

We had pulpit exchange a t which time 
the Rev . Wes Andrei, Ebenezer, SK, 
gave a challenging message. 

Our people attended camp a nd the 
Saskatchewan Association held at Good 
Spirit Lake Camp. William Keith is 
pastor of our church. (Jul ia Yanke, 
reporter.) 

EDMONTON, AB. Seventeen persons 
(pictured) followed the Lord in baptism 

)• . 
~ 

at Central Baptist Church on J une 26. 
We received 19 other brothers and sis
ters into the fe llowship of the Church 
since January. Our pastor is the Rev. 
Gerald Scheel. Also pictured are A llan 
Fredlund and Walter Foth, the associate 
pastors. (Irma Jeske, reporter.) 

VANCOUVER , BC . On Sat urd ay 
afternoon, June 18, 1977 , the Ordina
tion Council to examine Mr. Edwin 
Fuellbrandt for the Chris tian ministry 
was held at Bethany Baptist Church. 
After a n excellent presentation by the 
candidate and a time of discussion, the 
Council unanimously voted itself satis
fied with Ed's personal testimony, doc
trinal statement, and fitness for 
ministry. 

T he fo llowing afternoon the service of 
ordination was held at Bethany Baptist 
Church, with pastors from area N.A.B. 
churches participating . lt was a n in
spirational service for all. (Len Kageler, 
clerk of the council.) 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MN. The Rev. Dan 
Payne, his wife, Mona, and daughter 
were welcomed to Faith Baptis t Church 
with a coffee and fe llowship hour a fter 
an evening service recently. 

Mr. Payne is a 1976 N.A.B. Seminary 
graduate and is now serving as assistant 
pastor of -0ur church . 

During a recent com munion worship 
service, we welcomed 12 new members 
into the fe llowship of our church. (G. 
Zumbaum , reporter. ) 

LODI, CA . At a recent Sunday evening 
service the members and fr iends of 
Temple Baptist Church spoke words of 
appreciation to Dr. Albert Felberg for 
his services in the church in numerous 
areas, such as chairman of the Gold 
Age Group, visitat ion pastor, working 
with the Mission Board, and other areas 
of the church. A lthough officially 
retired from the pastorate for some 

years, he continued to be busy in these 
areas but because of ill health and upon 
the advice of his doctor he was forced 
to relinquish a lmost all of his duties. 
Dr. and Mrs. Felberg continue to fa ith
fully worship at Temple Baptist and are 
involved in the ministry to a small ex
tent knowi ng that over-exert ion could be 
very harmful. They have served well in 
many areas a nd in many places a nd now 
welcome a greater a mount of rest and 
relaxation. The Felbergs are pictured 
with the Rev. a nd Mrs. E rn ie Rogalski. 
Rev. Ken Fischer is pastor of the 
church. (M rs. Leonard J. Fischer, re
porter.) 

GEORGE, IA. On May 29 ordina tion 
services were held for Mr. J im Arends 
at First Baptist Church. T he Rev. Ken-

neth Unruh, a former pastor, led the 
service. The Rev. Bert 'Itterma n, pastor 
o f First Baptist Church, gave the 
welcome. Scriptures were read by Miss 
Deb Ha nsen, fo llowed with a double 
duet by the Janssen sis ters, of First Bap-

tis t Church, Emery, where Mr. A rends 
had served as music a nd youth director. 

Dr. Floyd Moore, N.A.B. Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, delivered the ordinat ion 
message. Paul Reemstma sang. The 
charge to the candidate was given by the 
Rev. Charles M. Hiatt, Emery, SD, with 
the charge to the candidate's wife given 
by Mrs. Donald Miller, Brandon, SD. 

After the laying on of hands, Pastor 
l tterman gave the ordination prayer a nd 
presented the ordination document. An 
offering was received to be used for 
purchasing books for Mr. Arends. T he 
Rev. Jim Arends gave a response of 
thanksgiving and closed with the bene
diction. 

Jim received his Master of Divi nity 
degree from N.A.B. Seminary in 1976 
and is a member of First Baptis t 
Church, George. H is wife, the former 
Pamela Reck received her M.A. in 
Counseling from the N .A. B. Sem inary, 
in 1977. She is a member of Faith Bap
tist Church, M inneapolis, MN . They are 
Manager-Director of the Crystal Springs 
Baptist Camp, Medina, ND, since J une 
I. (Mrs. John Arends , reporter.) 

WINN IPEG , MB. The King's Daugh
ters' Society (pictured) of McDermot 
Avenue Baptist Church had a lovely 
mother and daughter evening in May. 
Mrs. Jeanette Stei n gave a n interesting 
ta lk, 'Praise the Lord, I'm Free." 

O n June 2 1 we had our annual auc
tion sale. The tables were laden with 
handwork, plants and home baked 
goods. Almost $800.00 was ra ised , most 
of which will go to missions. Our new 
president is Mrs. Lydia Spletzer. (Alice 
Parr, reporter. ) 

DURHAM, KS. Upon the recommenda
tion of the Southwes tern Association 
Credentials Comm ittee , First Baptist 
Church proceeded wi th a n ordination 
council for thei r pastor, Harvey L. 
Friez. The Rev. Milton Zeeb, the pas
tors and two delega tes from each of the 
Kansas Assoc ia tion churches were in
vited for a n ordination council on May 
13. A 6:00 o 'clock d inner was served to 
the Council and vis itors; this was fo l
lowed by the Ordina tion Council session 
to which church members and friends 
were invited. The doctrinal statement of 
H arvey Friez was reviewed a nd ques
tioned by the Cou ncil. The decision o f 
the Council was affirmative . O n May 15 

at 3 :30 p. m., the church held the Or
dination Service followed by a reception 
in honor o f the Rev. Harvey Friez. 
(Marcella Mohn, reporter. ) 

WATERTOWN, WI. A "Night of 
Music " was presented by our music 
department at the evening service on 
Mother 's Day at Fi rst Baptist Church. 
The program featured the choir, K.F .C. 
chorus, orchestra and other special 
music . Narrations were read by the 
pastor, the Rev. Allan Kranz. The pro
gram director was Mrs. Allan Krause. 

On May 11-1 5 God's Volunteers 
ended their 1976-77 Crusade at our 
church. The impact of their presence 
here will long be remembered. T heir 
music and witness for God was inspiring 
to all. (Mrs. Arthur E. Rude, reporter.) 

MEDI NA, ND. An ordination council 
was called to consider the ord inat ion of 
Lyle Spicer in to the Christian ministry 
at First Baptist C hurch, May 20, 1977. 
Mr. Spicer satisfied the council in all 
areas of discussion; the council unani
mous ly voted to recommend that Lyle 
Spicer be ordained by First Baptist 
Church. The Rev. George Breitkreuz 
was chairman and the Rev. Ron Nor
man clerk of the council. 

On May 29 mem bers, relatives, and 
friends gathered to witness the ordina
tion service o f Mr. Lyle Spicer. The 

Rev. George Breitkreuz gave the ordina
tion sermon, " The Successful Minis
try." The Rev. Edwin Walter led the or
dina tion prayer. The Rev. Richard 
Uhler gave the charge to the church, 
and the Rev. Vernon Schneider gave the 
charge to the candidate. The Rev. Bill 
Loge presented the ordination certificate 
a nd welcomed Rev. Spicer into the Bap
tis t ministry. Many attended from the 
surrounding community including P as
tor Ken Oswald, Streeter Uni ted Metho
dist, who a lso took part. 

The Rev. Lyle Spicer is pastor of First 
Bapt ist, Medina . (Mrs. Oscar Moser, 
clerk .) 

WATERTOWN, WI. Recent highlights 
of First Baptist Church include several 
projects of the Men's Fellowship, one of 
which was establishing monthly all -day 
prayer meetings. 

Our young people, guided by Mr. and 
Mrs: Russell Miller, led the church dur-

ing youth week, which culminated with 
the play, " Even Unto Death, " on Sun
day evening. 

The Watertown W.M.S. hosted the 
Wisconsin W.M .U. Retreat at Timber
lee Christian Center , WI, April 29-30. 
Mrs. Barbara Binder, Westchester, IL , 
presented a challenge for setting goals 
and priorities in our lives as Christians. 

T hree new members were a dded to 
our Church family: one by experience 
and two by baptism. T he pastor of the 
church is the Rev. Allan Kranz. (Mrs. 
Arthur E. Rude, reporter.) 

WEST ST . PAUL, MN. Members and 
friends were greatly blessed by a mis
sionary conference on May 1, 4, and 5. 
Special speaker, Dr. Herman Tegen
fe ld t, Bethel College, spoke on the 
theme, " What's Challenging in World 
Missions Today?" , on May I. In the 
evening, a panel, including the Rev. and 
Mrs. Richard Rabenhorst (Brazil), the 
Rev. and Mrs. Wil fred Weick (Japan), 
Miss Pat Lenz (Cameroon), with Pastor 
Douglas Radke as moderator, discussed 
missionary needs. A time of communion 
and fellowship fo llowed, and displays of 
White Cross work were viewed . 

On May 4 Miss Lenz spoke and 
showed slides of the physical therapy 
work at Mbingo Hospital, Cameroon. 

A "Sukiyaki" (fellowship) supper was 
served on Thursday night under the 
direction of the Weicks. Participants 
chose to eat either American style (at 
tables with chairs) or Japanese style 
(low tables and pillows on the floor). 
The film, YONEK!, the story of a 
Japanese girl , was shown. 

We were privileged to have the Ra
benhorsts, Weicks and Miss Lenz wor
shipping with us at Riverview frequently 
this year. (Mildred Bruce, church clerk.) 

ST. ALBERT , AB. We thank the Lord 
for the increase in attendance, as high 
as 145 on a given Sunday, at Sturgeon 
Valley Baptist Church. We are pleased 
with the increase in Sunday school par
ticipation. On our fi rst anniversary, nine 
adults (pictured with Mr. Dave Emilson, 

ch. Deacon Board, and the pastor, Ir
win Kujat) were baptized . The baptism 
took place at McKernan Baptist Church, 
our mother church . We are grateful for 
McKernan's active support. 

Several people have come to know 
Christ as Savior in the past months. 

Pray with us: two couples are being 
transferred; we are searching for suit
able land, and we anticipate an exciting 
Fall program under the direction of our 
Executive Board. (I. H . Kujat, pastor.) 

LODI, CA . On June 5, we bade 
farewell to Dave and Judy Lawrence 

and their three children (pictured) at a 
reception. They left the next day for 
Manilla in the Philippines, where they 
are serving with the Far East Broad
casting Co. Members and friends of 
Temple Baptist Church, where the Law
rences are members, witnessed their 
dedication service a year ago. (Mrs. 
Thelma Fischer , reporter.) 

WASHBURN, ND. At a recent com
munion service, eight new members 
were received into the membership of 
Washburn Baptist Church. Five were 

received by baptism and three by testi
mony. Nineteen members have been 
received in the past 18 months . Pastor 
Bernard Edinger is pictured at the right. 

STEVENSVILLE, Ml. Dr. Alphin Con
rad, professor emeritus, Bethel Theo
logical Seminary, St. Paul, MN, con
ducted a Bible Conference on the Holy 
Spirit at Lakeshore Baptist Church, 
April 17-20. When he attended semi
nary, Pastor R. I. Thompson studied 
under Dr. Conrad. 

On April 28, 115 mothers and daugh
ters enjoyed a n evening of fellowship, 
food, fun and a puppet program, pre
sented by Mrs. Leroy Comstock and 
daughters, at the W .M.S. annual 
mother and daughter banquet. T he 
theme was "Pioneering with Christ." 
Name tags, table decorations, favors 
and programs all co-ordinated with the 
theme. (Nellie Beath, reporter .) 
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ASHLEY, ND. The Woman's Mis
sionary Society of Ashley Baptist 
Church presented their annual program 
on June 5 with many W.M.S. members 
participating. The pastor 's wife, Mrs. 
Leona Gerber, gave an inspiring talk , 
" The Christian Home. " Women from 
several other churches attended the pro
gram and joined in the fe llowship hour 
which followed . 

" The C hurch Growth Stra tegy, " a 
filmstrip presentation, was shown and 
explained by the Rev. Richa rd Uhler , 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Lehr, ND .. 

A specia l musical program, fea turing 
the Allan Gerber family, two youth 
groups, two women 's groups, the 
Brotherhood and Men's Chorus, was 
held following a potluck supper on May 
29. 

The Tabitha Society held the annual 
birthday celebra tion on May 17. The 
guest speaker was Mrs. Valencia Robin
son, Bismarck, ND, who spoke on "The 
Unusual Day." She also sang two solos. 
(Mrs. Carl Fischer, reporter. ) 

ARNPRIOR, ON. Just one year ago, 
May 1976, a step of fai th was taken as 
First Baptist Church went on the a ir 
with a half-hour rad io ministry on s ta
tion C.J .E.T., Smith Falls, ON. Our 
weekly broadcast was fi lled witll special 
musical numbers from our own congre
gatio n, as well as many others. As the 
Rev. Ken MacDonald ministered each 
week, we were greatly encouraged by 
the response. We look forward to an
other year, as God leads us. 

An exciting evening of worship and 
praise to God was held on May 1 to 
celebrate our firs t anniversa ry on radio. 
Mr. Hal Botham, manager, C.J .E.T., 
was our speaker for the evening, Mur
ray and the Gospel Aires provided the 
special music. (Rosalie Russett, re
porter.) 

BILLINGS, MT. The church basement 
of Calvary Baptist Church has been re
modeled to give more effective teaching 
areas. Along with this , many of our 
teachers and leaders attended a series of 
trammg classes called International 
Clinic of Learning. Those that attended 

found it rewarding and picked up lots 
of re freshing ideas on better teaching 
techniques. 

Pict ured with our pastor, the Rev. 
Alvin Auch, are nine new members 
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whom we have welcomed into the fel
lowship of our church. 

A highl ight for us this year was 
hosting the Montana-Dakota Associa
tion June 28-July 3. (Sherri Klotz, 
reporter.) 

ROCHESTER, NY. On June 5 the La t
ta Road Baptist Church celebrated a 
Music Festival. The whole Sunday wor
ship service consisted of music o f praise 
by congregational singing, ad ult, youth, 
and children 's choirs, solos and in
strumental presentations. Closing by 
shari ng in the Lord's Supper made it a 
very meaningfu l experience. 

After the service, everyone ga thered 
for a potluck dinner, good fe llowship , 
and another musical program on the 
lighter side. 

We, as a church, rejoice for the num
ber of new members added to our con
gregation by baptism or transfer of let
ters. We also praise God for the growth 
in attendance at our worship services, 
and the interest expressed m Bible 
studies and other church act1 v1t1es. 
(Mrs. Hildegard Metzger, reporter.) 

WARREN, MI. The young people of 
Redeemer Baptist Church continue to 
follow the Lord 's command to " go ye 
into all the world . .. " Miss Carla 
Braun, daughter of our former pastor, 
left after receiving Nigerian Residence 
Visa in August to join the teaching sta ff 
of Hi llcrest School, Jos, Nigeria . A 
farewell was held June 12 for Carla . 
Our love and prayers go with her . 

Two of our young married couples, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hanselman, and 
Mr. and Mrs. William Ballman, left to 
serve for one year in the N.A.B. church 
ex tension program in Troy, M I. 

Gordie and Sandy Bauslaugh are serv
ing in Bismarck Baptist Church, ND, 
where he is director of Christian Educa
tion. 

David Holtzhouse travelled th is sum
mer as pianist with the " Proclama
tions," a singing group from Grand 
Rapids Bible College. Leeann Riederer 
worked again at Gull Lake Bible Camp 
in Michigan. Val Urquhart has been 
teaching in Osaka , Japan, for two 
years. (Doris Kintzer, reporter. ) 

LA SALLE, CO. Fi rst Baptis t C hurch 
had the privilege of helping in the Exci t
ment '77 Crusade for Ch rist June 3-12. 
Dr. John Wesley White, a n associa te of 
Billy Graham, was the speaker. Tom 
Bledsoe direc ted the music. What a 
thri ll it was to see many give their lives 
to Christ each night ! 

On J une 14 the church had the joy of 
hosti ng "Love Hym n," a young peo
ple's singi ng group from Sioux Falls. 
The young people sang to a full house. 
(Tylene Schmid t, reporter.) 

KELOWNA, BC. The first Okanagan 
Ladies' Retreat , co-sponsored by our 
five Okanagan N.A. B. ch urches, was at
tended by a large number of women. 
The speakers were Mrs. Pearl King, 
Seatt le, WA, and Miss Laverna Mehl
haff, N.A.B. women's work di rector. 

On Sunday o f the Retrea t weekend 
the new Green Bay Bapt ist Camp Lodge 
was dedica ted. Grace , Lakeview 
Heights, and Trinity Bapt ist Churches 
as well as a number of visitors from the 
coast took part. The Hon. Bill Bennett, 
the Premier of British Columbia , cu t the 
ribbon, officia lly o pening the Lodge. 
(Magdalene Spletzer, reporter.) 

KELOWNA , BC. Twelve new members 
were bapt ized recently, three young 
couples among them. We thank God for 
a s teady growth in the T rin ity Baptist 
Church. At present , we are profit ing 
from a series of in-depth sermons on the 
Holy Spirit. The Rev. Richard Hohensee 
is pastor, and the Rev. Ron Habermas 
associate pastor. (Magdalene Spletzer, 
repor ter.) 

FESSENDEN , ND. In January and 
May, our pastor, the Rev. Fred Fuchs, 
had the pr ivilege o f baptizing eight can
didates who followed their Lord in bap
tism at First Baptist Church . 

Our young people served a spaghetti 
supper. 

A neighboring Mennonite ch urch pre
sented "Cool in the Furnace" in our 
church, and the Freeman Junior College 
Choir presented a concert. The Redemp
tion Sou nds qua rtet fro m Grand Forks 
presented a concert in our church with 
the Brotherhood in charge. (Mrs. 
Ado! ph People, reporter. ) 

REGINA , SK. Recently we had a 
Police Apprecia tio n Sunday with 
R.C.M. P. and City Police o fficials par
ticipa ting in the Sunday school and 
morn ing worship service o f Faith Bap
tist C hu rch. Pastor Richard Quiring's 
sermon was " Policemen , God's Minis
ters." A lad ies ' sextette from N.A. B.C. 
gave a concert in the even ing. 

We received six new members, five by 
baptism and one by letter. O n J une 5 
we had an impressive commissioning 
service for the Gordon Barwell fa mily, 
who wi ll work for Campus Life. We 
had two showings o f the film "All the 
King's Horses ." We have giv~n tribute 
to our high school graduates, senior 
ci tizens, our mothers, and to o~r 
fat hers. (V era Rosom, reporter.) 

OAKBANK, MB. "Let's Get Grow
ing" was the theme of ou r challenging, 
inspi rationa l Manitoba Baptist Associa
tion sessions held March 31- April 3 
with Dr. Roy Seibel, N.A. B. Seminary, 
and the Rev. and Mrs. Wilfred Weick, 

m1ss1onaries, J apan, as our guest speak
ers. Highlights of the m.eeting .. were a,~ 
exh ilarating youth musical, Share, 
and a closing rally on Sunday after-
noon. . 

1 In his message, Dr. Seibel effecu~e Y 
challenged us to grow for . the nght 
reasons. A sacri ficial commi tment to 
sharing the love of God supercedes all 
unworthy motives to grO\~. In one pene
trating message we were .g1~en t~e ~e~n
ing of discipleship: A d1sc1ple is w1lhng 
to give up all for J esus ~hnst. 

We also enjoyed the mput from Mr. 
and Mrs . Weick, a t the lunc~eon m~et
ings and a t the Saturda~ e~enmg ses~1on 
led by the Women's M1ss1onary U~1on. 
A good spiri t prevailed in the business 
sessions led by our moderator, the Rev . 
Hero Ulrichs. Our budget fo.r .1 ?77 was 

t t $32 200. Plans were m1t1ated to 
se a ' · · Beau hold our next annual meetmgs m -
sejour where we look forward to meet
ing in, the new church buildi.ng soon to 
be completed by Elim Bapust Church. 
(Andrew Wolstenholme, reporter.) 

ST. BONffACIUS, MN . E.leven n~w 
· d (pictured with members were receive ' 

Pastor Delvin Bertsch, r. rear.) . and 
three by testimony into the fellowship of 
the Minnetrista Baptist Church. 

. 24-31 we joined with 
During July f r "United 

other churches i~ t~~ ~~= s~eaker was 
Crusade for Christ. orter ) 
Dr. Dave Breese. (Irene Maas, rep . 

PERT BC. Pastor Doug 
PRINCE RU ' .' d · to the Chris-

ti h ordame m ~e oug. . was hel First Baptist 
t1an mimstJry byl 2 B~he service was led 
Church on une · B 
by the Rev. Larry Kliewer' pastor' a~-
tist Church, Kitimat, who alsAor~av;w~e~ 

d . . ayer Deacon 
or mat1on pr . he ordination ex-
gave the repo r~ of ltd t the Baptist 
amining council he . a K The se-
Union Convention, Reg~na, .s . of Mrs 
nior choir, under the direcuon . 
Roy (Gloria) Hooper, sangf~ssor of Sys-

Dr . M. R. C herry, pro . d f 
d associate ean o temat ic Theology an 
0

. . . College 
Theology, Acadia iv1.nny s ok~ 
A d. Un1·versity Wolfv11le, NS, p ca 1a • . · " Eph 
on "The Gifts o f the M1mst~y, . 
4:1-16. Dr. Cherry, Pastor Kliewer and 
pasto rs of ot her Prince Rupert churches 

. . . h I ·ng on of hands. part1c1pated m t e ayi 

In three services that day, over five 
hundred persons were prese~t includi.ng 
three hundred at the evemng service 
when the Des Moines, IA, Y.M.C.A. 
Choral Bell Choir performed. Mr. Kel
lough received the M.Div: degree. from 
Southern Baptist Theolog1cal Seminary, 
Louisville, KY, in 1976. Doug is from 
Edmonton, AB, where he was a member 
of Zion Baptist Church and later, 
Laurier Heights Baptist Church. The 
Kelloughs have one child. 

AUBURN, Ml. On June 3, 1977, . an 
ordination council was ca lled at F1 r~t 
Baptist Church to exam~ne ~r.. Dennis 
Kee, a candidate for ordmauon. mto the 
Christian ministry. The council ~lected 
the Rev. Rubin Herrmann, chairman, 
and Mrs. Wallace Graham, sec~etary. 

The Council heard the testimony of 
Dennis Kee, his call to the ministry an? 
his doctrinal statement. The .counc1l 
was satisfied and impressed wnh how 
God works in the lives of people today. 
Dennis Kee worked about twenty years 
before God called him into full-~ime se.r
vice. He then entered the s~m1~ary m 
Sioux Falls, SD. During his lime of 
study at the seminar~, he starte~ a 
church extension work m Rock Rapids. 
Upon completibn of his studies fro~ t.he 
seminary, he received a Master of Divin
ity degree. He is pastor. of the new 
church extension work m Bensalem, 
PA. f 

A recommendation was made rom 
the Council that the church proceed 
with the ordination service. At the .re
quest of Dennis Kee, the following 
laymen from the church were includ~d 
in the program: Bert Braun, Rem 
Braun, Harlan Clarey, Roland Johans
son, Gary Miller, James Waynee, and 
Virginia Graham. The Rev . Fred Pen-

Auburn· the Rev. Norman Berkan, ner, , .
11

. p 
Standish, and the Rev. W1 is otratz, 
Great Lakes Area secretary, also par
ticipated. The Rev. Rubin Her~ma?n, 
Bridgman, MI, presented the or~mat10n 
address . The Rev. Dennis Kee (pictured) 
gave the benediction. (Mrs. Wallace 
Graham, secretary.) 

APPLETON , MN . Four persons were 
baptized by Pastor Terrence Jarosc~ at 
First Baptist Church. Two were receive? 
by letter. Dr. John His~l N.A.B. Semi
nary, was with us one mght to promote 
the Seminary. The Rev. Clarence Walth 
was with us in March . The Rev. Do~g 
Radke, pastor, Riverview Baptist 
Church, was speaker on pulpit exchange 
Sunday, May 22. Pastor Jarosch spoke 
at Riverview Baptist Church, St. Paul. 

The church observed a week of non
viewing television in April. The i:nen of 
the church held a program hononng the 
mothers of the church in May. (Mrs. 
Charles Giese, reporter.) 

ful.uri~ 
ARTHUR c. GIESE was born at Fairfield Township, Jan. 
22, 1900, and died March 31 , 1977, at the age of 77. lie 
married Esther MicUtz on March 6, 1924. He was a melllber 
or First Baptist Church, Appleton, MN. He accepted the 
Lord as his Savior in 1924. He served the church for lllany 
years as treasurer and deacon. An is survived by his Wife, 
Esther; one son. Onie. rural Appleton; one daughter, Mrs. 
Delford (Muriel) Von Eschen, Ononville; one brother: Roy; 
six sisters; five grandchildren and three grcat·grandchildrcn. 
The: officiating minister was the Rev. Terrence Jarosch. 

MRS. BERTliA KAISER, 93. was born on Feb. 16, 1883. in 
Germany, and died July 15. 1977. She was the daughter .or 
Mr. and Mn. August Kalcck. On Aug. 4, 1905. she mamed 
Fritz E. Kaiser in Germany. He preceded her in d.cath on 
Aug. 2, 1970. The Kaisers came to Kenosha, WI, m 1913. 
She was a charter member of Immanuel Baptist Church. ~ 
member and past president or the women's Missionory Soo· 
ety and Sunday school tcachcr. She is survived by one 
daughter, Mrs. Daniel (Hertha) Behr, three gra~dch1ldren. 
and seven great-grandchildren. She was pre<:eded m death by 
two brothers and thrtt sisters. The Rev. Jo1han G. Benke of
ficiated at the service. 

THE REV. JOHN J. KELLEY was born in Salem, MA. 
July JO, 1888, and died June 23. 1977. Dr .. Kelley received 
his formal tra ining at the National Bible lnst1tu tc, New York 
Cit)'. Some years later the Nntional Bible Institute bestowed 
the Doctor of Divinity Degree upon him. Pastor Kc:Jley ~as 
associate pastor or Calvary Baptist Church, New York City; 
pastor of the Woodside Community BaptiSt Church, NY, for 
17 years· and from 1949 to 1964, pastor of Wood Haven 
Baptist Church. NY. Several years after retirement, Pastor 
and Mrs. Kelley moved to the Rossmoor Community near 
Jamesburg, NJ. He is survived by his wife, Freda Catherine 
(Ebner) Kelley. Pastor Kelley was a member of First Baptist 
Church, J amcsburg, NJ. 

MARIE PUSCH (n.., Kie.<) was born Dec, 21, 1896. to 
Christine and Franz Kies at Nieder-Marsbttg, Germany and 
died July 14. 1977. She came to the United States Aug. 19. 
1922. She accepted the Lord Jesus Christ ns her personal 
Savior, was baptized Sept. 6 , 1925, and j?incd Pilgrim Bap
tist Church. Jersey City. NJ . She momed Richard Pusch 
Jan. 19. 1927. To this blessed uniononc child was born. Due 
to a church merger, her membership. was tr::msrcrrcd to. Cor
nerstone Baptist Church. Union City. She was a fanhful 
member as well as se<:rctary and treasurer of the W.M.S. m 
both ch~rchcs for many years. Due to illness. she and her 
husband moved 10 North Dakota in November 1976. On 
Jan. 19, 1977. they celebrated their 50th wedding ~nnivcr· 
sary. Mr. and M rs. Pusch became residents of Bismarck 
Baptist Home in 1977. Preceding her in dca~h were her par· 
ents , one sister and two brothers. Survivors include her hus
b.:ind; ha daughter, Ruth, and son-in-law, the Re''- .Fred 
Fuchs: two grandchildren; one great-grandson: one SISier, 
Mrs . Anna Schemm: and eight n ieces and nephews. The Rev. 
Orville ~·lcth officiated at the ser,•ice. 

GEORGE QUENZER of Herreid, SD. was born July 9. 
1910, and died June 22. 1977. He grc~ up in the Herreid 
area. He married Anna Kuslcr at Herreid on Oct. 29, 1930. 
He accepted Christ as his Sa,•ior in N~vcmbcr. 1947 and was 
baptized into the fellowship or Herreid BaptlSt Church on 
DC<:. 31. 19-17. He was n past member of the board or trus
tca and a former Sunday school teacher. Hc is survived by 
his wife; three sons: Wallace. Jerry, and. Harlan; three 
daughters: Phyllis Schaeffer, JoAnnn Diede and Jac1 
Quenzer. and 15 grandchildren. The Rev. Edward Kopf of. 
fici:ued a t thc runeral service. 

MRS. HELEN SCHREIBER was born in Stettin. Germany. 
Aug. 31 . 1892. nnd died in Minneapolis. MN. on June 14. 
1977. n1 1hc age of 84 ycnrs . In her early teens she acccp1.cd 
Christ as personal Savior and became a member or Fa11h 
Baptis t Church where she worshipped and served for mor: 
th•n 70 yean. On Aug. 28. 1917. she mnmed John . Schrct· 
bcr, who prttcdc:d her in death in 1954. She 1s sur'l''cd b) 
1hrtt child ren: Mrs. Alvin (f\1nria.) Quinng, \Verner Sc:hre1-
bcr. nnd Mrs. Wilmer (Eleanor) Quiring; t\\O brothers: Otto 
Hensel and Austin Hensel; one sister, Mrs. Wahcr (Eva) 
Gooden; 10 grandchildren and nine grc3t·grnnclchildrcn. 
Pnsior Allan Strohschein ofricinted nt the funcml se" kc. 
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the new old sodomy 
by Adolph Braun 

The police of San Francisco estimated 
that a bout 100,000 people joined in the 
annual "Gay March." The "New Mor
ality" crowd under the guise of "Civil 
Rights" is becoming increasingly more 
bold to flaunt their abuse of themselves 
upon others. 

The Subcommittee on Crime of the 
House Judiciary Committee held hear
ings on child sexual exploitation and 
molestation; especially concerning child 

The Rev. Adolph Braun is the pastor of 
Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA. 
In this Column he analyzes current reli
gious news of his choice. 

In Memory of 
Harley Radel 

by Ron Norman 

Harley M. Radel, who fa ithfully served 
the Lord and the North American Bap
tist Seminary for I 7 years as Superinten
dent of Buildings and Grounds, died of 
a heart attack on June 30, 1977. 

He was born on Dec. 24, 1923, at 
Alexandria, SD, and was married to 
Luella Mehlhaff on Dec. 30, 1945. 
Engaged in the business o f farming, 
they moved to the Parkston area in the 
early 1950's, a nd in 1960 they began 
their employment at the seminary in 
Sioux Falls . 

He is survived by his wife; a son, 
Richard A., his mother, Lydia Radel; 
two brothers, Gilbert and Kenneth; two 
sisters, Rosann and Charlotte, and two 
grandchildren. 

Harley's commitment to the Lord 
Jesus was exem plified in his willing 
spirit and cheerful outlook as he "min
is tered" unto the many who passed 
through the doors at the Seminary. His 
membership at the Trinity Baptist 

The Rev. Ron Norman is the pastor of 
the Bismarck Baptist Church, Bismarck, 
ND. 
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porno. However, members of the sub
committee strongly objected to a clear 
recommendation by Professor Frank 
Osanko of Glen Ellyn, Illinois . The lack 
of moral values clouds the issue. The 
grea test tragedy is that so ma ny "Chris
tians" have adjusted their values to be 
more agreeable with the " new-situat ion 
ethics ." 

The Gallup Poll las t year showed that 
70% of all Americans want some kind 
of moral education to be included in 
public school education. Guidelines for 
public school personnel is being devel
oped for 40 states. But the problem of 
soaring V.D., teenage pregna ncies, 
drugs, pornography and child molesta
tion will not go away easily. How will 
legislators deal clea rly with such infec
tions if even Christians are sitting on the 
fence! Permit me co suggest some Bible 
references to show what our textbook 
for belief and behavior says as it rela tes 
to homosexuality (Sodomy). 

Israel was commanded not to allow a 
harlot, nor a sodomite to live in their 
land (Deut. 23:17). Sodomites were 
called wicked (Gen. 13 :13; 18:20). The 
Lord showed his disapproval with Sod
omy by raining brimstone and fire from 

Church in Sioux Falls was accompanied 
by a dependable involvement in many 
areas of responsibility. 

Sincere appreciation is expressed for 
the great demonstrat ion of sympathy 
and love from the many students, alum
ni , faculty a nd friends of the Seminary 
and the North American Baptist Con
ference. 

" .... Whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant " 
(Matt. 20:26). Because of his "servant" 
nature, Harley was "great" in the 
hearts o f many. A memorial fund has 
been estab li shed at the North American 
Baptist Seminary in Harley's memory. 
Gifts may be sent directly to the 
Seminary for th is purpose. 

heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
(Gen. 19:24) . Sodom a nd Gomorra h 
were destroyed as a n example to a ll who 
should live ungodly (II Peter 2:6 & Jude 
7). 

It is very obvious from the O .T. a nd 
from the teachings of Jesus that God's 
people could hold back God 's judgment. 
He promised to spare Sod om if only ten 
righteous souls could be found in the 
city (Gen. 18:26). J esus said, "The sa me 
day that Lo t went out of Sodom it 
rained fire a nd brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them a ll. Even thus sha ll 
it be in the day when the Son of Man is 
revealed (Luke 17:29-30). 

God still has the power to change 
lives. The Apost le Paul wro te that no 
homosexua l would inherit God's king
dom. He reminded the C hristia ns there 
" a nd such were some o f you, but you 
were washed a nd you were made holy 
... in the name of the Lord J esus, a nd 
by the Spirit of our God" (I Cor. 
6:9-1 I). 

We have the a nswer to wholesome 
and healthy li ving in the Gospel of our 
Savior. Let us no t be in timida ted , but 
rather let us pray a nd teach and live 
that God may cha nge lives for his glo ry. 
0 

NORTl-I AMERiCAN 
BApTisT CoLLEGE 
GRAdUATiNG 
ClAss LARGEST IN 
Hi STORY 

The graduating c lass of 1977 was one 
of the la rges t in the history of the Col
lege_ with 27 graduates. Five of these 
rece1v~d the Bachelor of Theology De
gre~ in prepa ration for the pastoral 
minis try. 

Commencement Ac tivit ies began with 
the graduation banquet he ld at the Col
l~ge. on Saturday evening, April 30. Ap
p oxima tely 400 guests were present to 
hear the valedictorian speech given by 
Karl Fech on the theme " Looking Be
yond Wha t Lies Behind' " The bacca
lau~eate address on Sund~y morning was 
delivered by Dr. Arthur Patzia pas tor, 
Eb:nezer Baptis t Church, Vanco~ver, BC. 
. we ll-attended comme nceme nt ser-

v icl~ was the conc luding feature of the 
g~r ~ge year with President Sonnen
to ~ s cha llenge to the graduating class 

Look unto J esus. " This involves an 
upward look, an outward look and a fo r
ward look. The weathe r permitted the 
grad uates to receive congra tula tions and 
b~st wis hes from fac ulty, fam ily a nd 
frie nds on the lawn of the College 
campus. o 

• Steve Corum, a 1977 graduate of 
North American Baptist Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, SD, accepted the call to 
become pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Chancellor, SD , effective Sept. I , 1977. 

• Michael Seto accepted the call to 
become associate pastor/minister of 
music and discipleship of First Baptist 
Church, Lodi, CA, effective July 15, 
1977. He is a 1977 graduate of North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls. 

• The Rev. Frederic E. Spalding has 
accepted the call to No~th Freedo_m 
Baptist and Rock Spnngs Baptist 
C hurches, WI, effective Aug. 8, 1977. 
He is a 1977 graduate of North Amer
ican Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, a~d 
was ordained by Village Green Baptist 
Church, Glen Ellyn, IL, on Aug. 7, 
1977. 

• The R ev. Chester Strobel has re
signed from the pastorate of Fi_rst Bap
tist Church, Bison, KS, effective July 
31 He has served the Bison Church 
si~ce 1974. He will teach at a Christian 
day school in Kansas City, MO. 

• The Rev. Ralph Cooke has accepted 
the call to become pastor of First Bap
tist C hurch, Minot, ND, effective Oc
tober 1977 . He has served as pastor. of 
Magnolia Baptist Church, Anaheim, 
CA, since 1973. 

• Neshaminy Valley Baptist Church is 
the na me chosen for the Bensale~, PA, 
Church Extension project of which the 
Rev. Dennis Kee is pasto r. 

• Northridge Baptist Chu~ch is _the 
name of the Church Extension proJe~t 
in Troy, Ml. T he Rev. John Trate is 
pastor . 

• The Rev. Helmut Poschwatta is the 
new pastor of Grace Baptist Church, 
Ochre River, MB. 

• The Laura Reddig Mission Offering 
totals $173,355. T his is the hig? est 
amount received for an Easter offenng. 
Last year it was $95 ,668. 

• The Rev. Victor Gunst ha s accepted 
the call to become pastor of the new 
Church Extension work in Coral 
Springs, FL, effective A ug. 15, 1977. 

• The Rev. Bill Taft became the pas to r 
o f Grosse Poin te Baptist Church, Mich
igan, o n Sept. I , 1977. H e was pastor of 
First Baptist C hurch, Cadi llac, M l. 

mlllat'is lllaflllJlening l 
• The Rev. Peter Unrau has accepted 
the call to become pastor of Redeemer 
Baptis t Church, Warren, MI, effective 
Aug. 28, 1977. He was pastor of Evan
gelical M ennonite Brethren Church, 
Dallas, OR. 

• The Rev. C. I. Wiebe has accepted 
the ca ll to Sunshine Ridge Baptist 
Church, Surrey, BC. He has served as 
pastor of Fort Richmond Baptist 
Church, Winnipeg, MB, since 1972. 

• The Rev. Len E. Johnson has ac
cepted the call to become pastor o f 
Westland Baptist Church, West Ed
monton AB, effective Sept 15 , 1977. 
This is a new Church Extension project. 
He has served as assistant pastor of Mc 
Kernan Baptist Church since 1974. 

• The Rev. Earle N. Wanamaker re
signed as pastor of Oakbank Baptist 
Church, MB, effective Sept. 30, 1977. 

• The Rev. Paul Hunsicker resigned as 
pastor of Hilda Baptist Church, AB. 

• The Rev. Dennis Kee was ordained 
by First Baptist Church, Auburh, MI , 
into the Christ ian ministry o n June 3, 
1977. He is the pastor of the church ex
tension work in Bensalem, P A. 

• The Rev. Clifford Pedersen was or
dained into the Christ ia n ministry on 
June IO, 1977. He is the pastor of Tem
ple Baptist Church, Jansen, SK. 

• The Rev. Henry Geigle, pastor of 
Community Baptist Church, Xenia, 
OH, since 1975, has resigned. 

• Snow R oad Baptist Church, 
Cleveland, OH, held its last service Sun
day, July 31, 1977. The church has dis
banded. 

• Mr. Kent Carlson is the youth pastor 
at Grace Baptist Church, Racine, WI. 

• The Rev. Loren Franchuk was or
dained July 16, 1977, by Sierra H eights 
Baptist Church, Renton, WA. He is 
pastor of Hazelwood Baptist Church, 
Auburn, WA , since April 1977. 

• Dr. Barry Moore held a Crusade at 
the Stampede Corral in Calgary, AB, in 
June. T he concluding a ttendance 
reached 5,200, and tota l of 232 people 
were individually counselled during the 
8-day crusade. · 

• The Rev. Paul J. Loth was ordained 
by Village Green Baptist Church, Au
gust 7, 1977. He is a 1977 graduate of 
Conservative Baptist Seminary, Denver, 
co. 

• The Rev. Ralph Chandler accepted 
the call to be pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Sumner, IA. He resigned from 
the pastorate of First Baptist Church, 
Elgin, IA, effective Aug. 15, 1977, 
where he has been pastor since 1974. 

• Dr. Sydney Page of Cheshire, 
England, has joined the faculty of 
North American Baptist College, Ed
monton, in the area of New testament. 
He was the pastor of Heaton Moor 
Evangelical Church for the past two 
years. He received his Ph.D. degree 
from University of Manchester in 1974. 
His academic training includes Th.M., 
Princeton Theological Seminary, 1971; 
M.Div., Westminster Theological Semi
nary, 1970, and a B.Th. from London 
College of Bible and Missions, ON. 

• The R ev. Herbert Veller has ac
cepted the call to First Baptis t Church, 
Lorraine, KS, effective Oct. I , 1977. He 
previously served as pastor of Valley 
View Baptist Church, Everett, WA, 
since 1968. 

• Mr. Michael Hagan became the 
pastor of Meadow Hills Baptist Church , 
Aurora, CO, o n July 15. He previously 
served as youth minister and pastoral in
tern for four years at Harbor Trinity 
Baptist Church, Costa Mesa, CA. 

• The Rev. Arthur Freitag has ac
cepted the call to Grace Baptist Church, 
Medicine Hat , AB, effective J uly 31, 
1977 . He previously served as pas tor of 
First Baptist C hurch, Mercer, ND, since 
1972. 

• The Rev. Charles Picos, pastor of 
Cornerstone Baptist Church , Union 
City, NJ, has terminated his minis try 
there. 

• The Rev. Lyle Spicer was ordained 
into the Christian ministry by First Bap
tist Chur~h , Medina, ND, on May 29, 
1977. He 1s the new pastor of First Bap
tist C hurch, Medina. 

• The Rev. Edwin J. Fuellbrandt was 
ordained into the C hristian minist ry on 
June 19, 1977 by Bethany Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, BC. O 
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Celebration 
OJ 

Gratitude 

The Book of Psalms is fi lled with 
poems, songs and prayers o f praise and 
thankfulness to God. In o ne of his 
Psalms, King David exclaimed, " O taste 
and see that the Lord is good; b lessed is 
the man that trusteth in him" (34:8). 

The Psalmist had experienced life to 
its fullest. He had been through love 
and war, through great exhilaration and 
extreme depression. His was not an ac
count of secondha nd witness; he was a 
participant in li fe. Yet David became ex
uberant over the goodness a nd greatness 
of God and called upo n his people, to 
express their gra tefulness in joyous 
celebrations. 

"Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised; and his greatness is unsearch
able. One generation shall praise thy 
works to another, and shall declare thy 
mighty acts" (Psalm 145:3-4). 

"O give thanks unto the Lord; for he 
is good; for his mercy endureth for 
ever" (Psalm 136: I). 

We as North American Bapti sts, who 
have chosen to make the month of Oc
tober a special month of celebrating 
God's goodness, can add to the experi
ences of Ki ng David several thousand 
years of additiona l insight and proof of 
God's unchanging kindness. God has 
faithfully and safely Jed his people 
through times of trial and valleys o f 
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death. God has guarded you and me, so 
that we are now able to join the cele
brating throngs on the North American 
continent. 

While there is a famine in many coun
tries of the world, we did not have to 

starve; fo r unlike in the Sahel Desert 
and o ther places of deadly drought, we 
had enough water for our fields and 
gardens a nd enough food to satisfy our 
hunger. 

We have much reason to be grateful 
to God when we think of the ongoing 
work of home and overseas missions. In 
spite of the general mood among many 
Christians a nd non-Christia ns (although 
mainly among the latter), that the times 
for o verseas missions are over, we are 
enjoying a continuous growth of our 
mission ministries in Brazil, Cameroon, 
Japan and Nigeria, as a lso on the 
Spanish-American fields in Colorado 
and Texas. 

The Church Extension work, just now 
in its 25th year, is experiencing an en
couraging growth and has high goals 
and hopes for the future. 

The evangelist ic campaigns of God's 
Volunteers seem to have a greater 
spiritual impact from yea r to year. 

Our two North American Ba ptist 
sch?ols, the seminary a nd the college, 
register the la rgest incoming classes, 
after just having graduated the largest 
classes early this summer. 

The activity in m ost of our camps had 
a pronounced spi ritua l emphasis and 
resulted in many conversions a mo ng 
young and adult campers. Even the 
N.A.B. Family Conference in Green 
Lake, although small in number, wa s a 
grea t spiritual uplift for all who a t
tended. 

Celebration of gratitude? Yes, be
cause we have much to be thankfu l for. 
How then shall we celebrate? Our 
thankfulness is best expressed by giving 
to God part o f what he has given to us 
in the first place. " For unto whom
soever much is given, of him sha ll much 
be. r.equi~ed" (Luke 12:48b). We usua lly 
sp1~1 tu~hze this saying of Jesus by ap
~lymg 1t to o ur talents only. Let 's apply 
~t also to ou r mater ial blessings. By giv
ing generously we will discover how 
much really we have been given. 

Next we celebrate ou r gratitude by 
not taking too much time to look back. 
Jesus said, "No man, having put his 
hand to the plow, and looking back is 
fit fo r the kingdom o f God" (L~ke 
9:62). People who look back too much 
will soon be headed that way! 

As North American Baptists we want 
to joyfully share our bless ings with 
others and to be open when God calls us 
to handle priorities accord ing to his holy 
will. Our obedience and t rust will tune 
in our heart s to the right spirit of 
celebration. RJ K 0 

DDJ:D 
ilialOgue 

Dea r Editor: 
I am concerned about the appearances 

of those persons within our N.A .B. 
churches and those pictured in the BAP
TIST HERALD; namely about long 
hair on m P.n and women wearing pants. 

Deut. 22:5 says, that a woman should 
not wear man's clothing and men 
shouldn ' t wear woman's clothing. 
1 Cor. 6:9 says effeminate shall not in
herit the kingdom of God. 

God's Word teaches that women 
should not wear men's clothing, and 
that means also in our churches. In the 
U.S. it's accepted that the man wears 
pants and that the woman wears a 
dress. This custom makes a d is tinction 
between man and woman. There is no 
trouble with unisex when this custom is 
followed . It 's against God's teachings 
for a woman to be masculi ne a nd a man 
to be effem inate. I think it's time for a 
woman to be a woman and not to be a 
wishy washy, unisex loving freak. If we 
take the sta nd that women can wear 
men's clothing a nd we call ourselves 
Christians, then it's time to either 
change o ur conduct or else cha nge o ur 
name. If we don't dress and act like 
Christians, how can we win the world 
for Christ? 

In I Cor. 11 :14 it says that it 's a 
shame unto a man to have long hair. 
What is long hair classified as? Is it 
down to the middle of the back or over 
the ears? Long nowing hair on a man is 
definitely a sha me, because a man's im
age is changed from sir to sweethea rt 
when that happens. He tends to lose his 
masculini ty. 

I recent ly noticed a pict ure in the 
BAPT IST HE RALD where this one per
son had hair that looked femin ine (and 
there have been many more similar p ic
tures). But th is person had a face to 
match, and this is what the Bible 
teaches against. This person could have 
looked masculine if he did not have his 
effeminate little mind so mixed up. I 
found out tha t he was a man because 
his name was under his pictur~. Where, 
may I ask, are God's men? I say, stand 
up and be counted! 

Men should adopt their own d ress 
code a nd never change it for the sake of 
bei ng like the world . If hair can be 
grown over the ears, why should it be 
stopped there? W hy not grow them 
sho ulder length? Many women have 
thei r hair jus t over the ear , so shou ld 

men have thei rs the same length? Either 
the women have to grow their hair 
longer or the man have to shorten 
theirs. 

2 Cor. 6: 17 tells us that we should be 
separated from the world. If our ap
pearance is unseparated from the world, 
then our witness for Christ becomes less 
effective. 

Let's end unisex in our N.A.B. Con
ference ! Barry Fischer, Beulah, ND. 

Dear Editor: 
For the interest o f your church news 

readers, the National Society of Pub
lished Poets , Inc. is compiling a book of 
religious poems by our mem bers. 

If a ny of your readers have written a 
religious poem and would like our soci
ety to consider it fo r publication, please 
have them send their poem, with a self 
addressed envelope to: Religious Poems, 
The National Society of Published 
Poets, P .O. Box 1976, Riverview, FL 
33569. Phillip B. Shaw Jr., execu~ive 
secretary. 

Dear Editor: 
I have just read again the very fine 

comments in Dr . Zimbelman's column 
in the June issue of the BAPTIST 
HERALD. His wise and gracious an
swer is given to a crit ical letter concern
ing an earlier column of his. It is hard 
to believe that there are still pastors 
among us who believe in the old adage, 
"When ignorance is bliss, 'Tis folly to 
be wise." 

A lmost 24 hours a day, both young 
and o ld a re bombarded by the media 
with sex in every aspect. All the more 
reason for wise counseling by our Chris
tian leaders. 

I am living in retirement here in 
California. After 35 years in the active 
ministry. I sti ll teach a Sunday school 
class each Sunday morning. On each 
Tuesday mo rning I conduct a Bi ble 
study in the home of one of the church 
mem bers. We are just now starting a 
new study, based on I Corinthians. I 
shall use Dr. Zimbelman's column as an 
introductio n to this study. I love the 
BAPTIST HERALD and enjoy each 
copy. Edward Kary, Sonora, CA 

Dear Editor: 
As I have previously indicated to you 

in a personal letter, I am very concerned 
abou t the exclusion of the First Baptist 
Church of E ldridge, Iowa, over the mat
ter of the involvement in the charismatic 
movement (reported in July/ August 
1977 edit ion of the BAPTIST HER
ALD). Since I read this report, I have 
had the opportunity to carefully study 
the "Report of the Committee E~cc~cd 
by t he Counci l of the Iowa Assoc1auon 
of the NABC Churches for the Purpose 
o f Examining the First Baptist Church 

of Eldridge IA with regard to Chf!ris
matic Involvement" and the minutes of 
the special session of the Iowa Associa
tion of the NAB Conference, held on 
March 15, 1977. 

A study of these reports have filled 
me with great concern. It is clear that 
the decision of the Iowa Association to 
exclude the Eldridge church was made 
on the basis of Baptist tradition rather 
than upon the basis of whether or not 
the involvement of the Eldridge church 
in the charismatic movement was scrip
tural. 

The charge against the First Baptist 
Church was not primarily one of being 
unscriptural. Rather, the charge was 
that of going against Baptist tradition . 
IL was because of a straying away from 
the Baptist tradition in one area of doc
trine that the Eldridge church was ex
cluded. It was not charged by either of 
the reports that the charismatic position 
taken by the Eldridge church was un
scriptural. 

The exclusion of the Eldridge church 
is a dangerous precedent. Is this the first 
step towards excluding other churches 
or members of our denomination who 
are charismatic? Will the ministry of 
openly charismatic pastors be allowed to 
continue in our NAB churches, or will 
these pastors be blacklisted (i.e. will a 
charismatic pastor be able to get an
other church in our conference?)? These 
are just some of the questions raised by 
the expulsion of the Eldridge church. 
Hopefully the answers to these questions 
are not yes. 

Excluding a church from our 
denomination on the basis of Baptist 
tradition and flOt on the basis of the 
Word of God is an extremely dangerous 
action. I pray that we as a denomina
tion will not put up our umbrellas of 
Baptist tradition when God wants to 
shower us with his blessings in a new or 
different way. If we do this, he will one 
day break down those umbrellas, and 
we will be left standing out in the cold 
poking our sticks up at God. 

I pray that we as a denomination will 
be open to the moving of God's spirit in 
both traditional ways and new ways. 
May we never be so immovable in our 
tradition or close-minded, that we miss 
or stand against what God is doing in 
our time. Karl Mueller, Edmonton, 
AB. 0 

NOW •• • AT LAST ••• 
The course you have waited forl 
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" With a Song in My Heart" 

A complete course for piano based on 
the old hymn tunes. Play hymns from 
the very first lesson. Price: $16.50 for 
the five-volume course. Complete sat
isfaction or your money promptly 
refunded. Satisfied customers in 60 
countries. Books may be purchased 
Individually. Free brochure available 
upon request. Order from: 

Mary Jo Moore 
DEPT. BH , 286 POLAND AVENUE 

STRUTHERS, OHIO 44471 
(Ohio residents add 4% sales tax) 

First Baptist Church 
Minitonas, Manitoba 

recently produced a record 
of their various musical 

talents 

SING·A·SONG 

Price: $6.00 (plus postage) 
Order from: 
First Baptist Church 
Box 278 
Minitonas, MB ROL 1GO 
Canada 

SHORE ROAD INN 
460 South A·1·A 

Deerfield Beach, Florida 33441 
15 Miles North of Fort Lauderdale 

Hal! ~lo~k to E!each ·.Heated Pool· Color T.V .. Heat and Air 
Cond1t1on1ng · Direct Dial Phones · Maid Service. Luxury Units . 

Motel Rooms · Studios · Efficiencies . One Bedrooms 
Restaurants, Churches, Fish ing Pie r, Shopping nearby Golf 

(305) 427-8820 • . 

Your Hosts-Gary & Ruth Peltsch 
"Wlr Sprechen Deutsch" 

OCTOBER 1977 I 31 



Ii . I : ..._-.. 
1 So. 210Summit Ave., 
Oakbrook Terrace, 
Villa Park, IL. 60181 
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Portable 
Baptistry 

" A PORTA BLE BAPTISTRY MAKING 
BAPTISM SCRIPTURALLY CONVENIENT" 

A FIRST 
IN BAPTISTRY MA NUFACTURING 

Features 
• Li fe· tim e p re-molded o ne-p iece co n

struction. 

• Uses min im um amo unt of water, app rox. 
100 gallo ns . 

• No plumbing required . 

• Simple portable drainage system. 

• Minister d oes not get wet, thus enabling 
him to contin ue service without delay. 

• The only completely. portable bap tis try on 
the ma rket , yet can be built if desired at 
ground level. 

• Free stand ing a nd self-sup porting. 

• A versatile product with ma ny uses, such as 
communion table, display service tab le 
pu lpit, business table. ' 

• Small a nd compact, yet capable of handli ng 
persons as large as 7 ft. tall. 

• Easy to use, t rou ble-free, no moving pans. 

• Optiona l accessories available for added 
con venience, water pump, electrical heater 
communion top a nd speaker podium. ' 

CO MM UNION TOP 

Side View 
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portabl~ baptlstry End View 
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SPECIAL FEATURES: 

O nly 31 • wide for easy access through doors. 
Compact for storage. 
Single electric water heater. 
Minister docs not get wet. 
Tank molded in fiberglass for easy care. 
Inexpensive compared to conventional baptistries which 

cost betwren S2000 a nd S3000. 
Convenient and original. 
Can be drained with a yard hose on to the grass outside 

or simple clccuic pump. 
Conserves water and healing normally required 

for baptistries . 
Steps store inside baplistry when not in use, or when used 

as communion table or pulpit . 

r---------- ----------- ------------------------------
• • Price o f Baptistry, complete with steps $695.00 

Pnce List Electric water pump, com plete with hose 39.95 
Electric heater 39.95 

ALL PRICES F.O.B. Communion top, s pecify fi nish-natural, lig ht fruit wood, dark 69.95 
COLORADO SPRIN GS, COLORADO Speaker podium, specify fin is h- natural, lig ht frui twood , da rk 39.95 

ORDER FORM D r. B. A . Palmer 
Mall Order to Distributor: 802 S. W . 13th St. Ph. (806) 435-245 1 

PERRYTON, TEXAS 79070 
NA ME _____________ __ _. hone ____ _ _ __,._,are ____ / 9 __ 

A ddress ____________ City __________ State _ ___ Zip ___ _ 

ITEM COLOR PRICE 

Tomi Amount S 

D Cash U SJoo.oo with order- balance C.0.D. Make check payable to: TRINITY PORTABLE Bi\PTISTRY CO. 


