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During another brief break the Rev. Ronald
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John Binder, stewardship and
communications secretary.

secrelary, brought the 1977 Council
sessions to a close.

A report about the General Council sessions
will be published in the October issue.

Mr. Roy Bibelheimer from
Cathay, ND, represented
the Northern Dakota
Association.

Mrs. Karen Grenz (left),
communications committee
chairperson, and Mrs. Edith
DeNeui, member-at-large,
were the other two women
Council members.

Mrs.‘ iJ.crene Walth Ifl) and LaVerna Mehl-r;a_ff,

women's work director, discussing an important issue.

The hours of the
Council sessions
were long. ..

...and tiresome.

which the American Bible Society be-
longs), but also publications by other
agencies and publishers beginning
with Gutenberg’s Latin Bible pub-
lished in 1456.

“ “The Bible in the language of the
people’ is the spirit behind the minis-
try of the United Bible Societies,”

Monthly Publication
of the

the book's introduction states.
¢ ‘Scriptures of the World’ is a com-
pilation of data indicating what has
happened and is happening through-
out the world to make the Word of

North American Baptist
Conference

Editor: Dr. R. J. Kerstan

Editorial Assistants: Mrs. Barbara J.

I So. 210 Summit Ave., Binder, Rev. B. C. Schreiber
Oakbrook Terrace, Contributing Editors: Rev. Adolph Braun,
Villa Park, IL. 60181 Mrs. Dorothy Ganoung, Mrs. Bernietta

Graf, Dr. Ernie Zimbelman

4

God more easily available to all.”” [

-

The Baptist Herald is @ member of Associated Church Press and Evangelical Press Association. Subscription Price: $5.50 per vegr in the United States or Canada (56,00 n foreign
countries)—$5.00 per vear for “‘Church Family Subscription Plan' fat least 50% of church households have to be subscribers), gud for ministers and missionaries— $4.00 per ve .
students, servicemen and residents in homes for the aging—60 cents for single copies. Introductory offer for new subsc ribers—$4.50 per vear. All address change correspondence s 1o be ad
dressed to Baptist Herald Subscription Department, 1 So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, IL. 60181, Six weeks norice required for change of address. W hen e %

change, please give the effective date and furnish an address stencil impression from a recent isswe, Advertising Rates: $8.00 per nch single column, 24 inches wide, Obituar " g
limited 1o 100 words. A charge of $4.00 s to be paid when the item is sent in for publication. Al editorial and business correspondence 'r\ I ! AFes are to he
Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, IL. 60181, Second class postage paid at Villa Park, 11, 60181 and a1 additional maifing offic o
mugazine are no! necessarily the posiion of the Neorth American Buptist Conference. (Printed in U.S.A.) : mothis

ar for

ssed 1o Dr. R herstan, | Su. 3
es. News reported and views exprressed .




A Scofield Bible lay on the ledge along the back win-
dow of the car which Delmar had hired to take our
group on a lecture and scenic tour of Merida, Yucatan,
Mexico. Our guide, Joaquin Garcia, had been very im-
pressive from first sight in our hotel lobby. As he related
many sensitive details concerning his city, country and
civilization, our appreciation increased. We were being
taken to our evening dining place when I asked Garcia if
this was his Bible.

““Yes, and I’m a Baptist!’’ Five Baptists in his car ex-
claimed in unison, ‘‘So are we!”’

He told us that the driver of the car with the other
five Baptists in our group was also a member of his
church, the organist in fact. Garcia was serving as
church secretary.

Garcia then volunteered the fact that prior to his con-
version four years ago, he and his wife were planning to
be divorced because ‘I didn’t ‘hear’ my wife anymore.”
They had gone to their priest, but received no help. A
marriage counselor advised that it would be a traumatic
experience for their two young children. In the mean-
time, he had heard it advertised that Christ could change
his life. He attended this Baptist meeting and

“found Jesus as my Savior, and he changed my life!”’
He decided not to tell his wife right away, but ““when I
walked into my home, I could ‘hear’ my wife and she
said ‘something has happened to you, what is it?’ "’
Their marriage was saved, and she too is now a baptized
believer. They, with their four children, attend Sunday
school and all of the meetings in their ambitious church
program.

We learned he was a member of a church of 300 peo-
ple, and, wishing to share his intense sense of joy in
their new building, asked if we would like to see it. Of
course we would!

As we entered the church, the pastor’s wife was ar-
ranging gladiolas for a wedding. The pastor was brought

Mprs. Thelea (Delmar) Wesseler is a vice president of the
Baptist World Alliance. She is a member of the First
Baptist Church, Lorraine, KS.

THE WITNES
OF A BBLE

by Thelea Wesseler

in to visit with us. Garcia translated his pastor’s conver-
sation. We were awed by his productive life of service.

Pastor Aurilio Mandujano Hernandez came to Merida
20 years ago, where he started the Baptist witness. He
and his converts began this church. They now have 40
satellite congregations in Merida, and he wants to
“plant’” 20 more this year. Four years ago, doctors gave
him but one week to live. With this in mind, he does not
dare to slow down.

Pastor Hernandez spoke most appreciatively of our
long-time friends, the Rev. and Mrs. Alfredo de Lerin,
in their dedication to provide Christian literature in the
Spanish language and in their leadership roles in the
Baptist World Alliance.

We were graciously invited to witness the wedding,
which was to take place in just a few moments. The
faces and mannerisms of the wedding guests who had
gathered outside reflected their love for God, as did the
expressions of our drivers.

As we were preparing to go to the airport the next
morning, Garcia came to tell us good-bye. My comment,
“This is all because of the testimony of your Bible,”’
caused a flashing smile to spread across Garcia’s face.

Soon we were bumping along, winding through the
streets, regretting our departure from this charming
country. We left, marvelling at the workings of the
Lord. O

Two pastors, the Rev. Leo Reck from Redeemer Bapltist
Church, St. Paul, MN, and the Rev. Doug Radke from
Riverview Baptist Church, West St. Paul, MN, reminisce
over the telephone on their experiences at the Great
Plains Pastors’ Conference in Sioux Falls.

DOUG: ““Hello Leo, this is Doug calling. I was just
thinking that it’s about time we take care of the
assignment John Hisel gave us at Sioux Falls a
few weeks ago.”’

LEO: ‘““Oh yeah, you mean our evaluation of the
Great Plains Pastors’ Conference, April 26-28. |
personally thought it had a lot to offer, Doug.
What did you get out of it?"’

DOUG: ““Well, I can remember I went with relatively
low expectations. I think the chance to be with
other pastors was initially most attractive to me,
but I was pleasantly surprised. I personally ap-
preciated the contributions of Dr. Herb Dicker-
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WHEN PASIORS
GO BACK
10 SCHOOL

LEO:

SD.

DOUG:

son and Dr. Ernie Zimbelman from our Semi-
nary faculty. Dickerson’s thoughts on the way
our Lord took profound concepts and made
them simple for his audience confronted me. I
think I often reverse the process and make sim-
ple ideas confusingly profound. Zimbelman’s
statement that ‘passiveness in a leader can only
cause suffering’ has also been a real bombshell,
as | think of my own leadership style.”

“That fits me, too. Both of them gave me some
keys by which to gauge my own work and to see
why I may be more effective in some areas than
others. For instance, I'd bet there are many
pastors in the Conference who have trouble as-
serting themselves with boards, other groups or
individuals without becoming hostile; or, in
preaching, speak visually, clearly and simply
without all those abstractions and laborious
technicalities and background. Dickerson called

that ‘upper garble’ and ‘lower garble’, didn’t
he? Lyle Schaller’s impact, however, was a little
different, 1 believe. He seemed to be more
helpful in assessing one’s overall approach to
church programming and ministry. His stress on
the congregation’s participation in decision mak-
ing and building support in this way for all
kinds of ministries and programs was the
highlight of his presentation for me.”’

] agree. | expected Schaller to give us a lot of
specific ideas related to church growth. Instead
he stimulated my thinking with some basic prin-
ciples on organizing and motivating the total
church for action. I remember him saying, that
we treat apathy as if it were the problem, when
in reality it is only a symptom of the fact that
we have not set our people free to explore and
develop their personal areas of interest and felt

needs.”

LEO:

DOUG:

LEO:

DOUG:

LEO:

“I’'m sure, Zimbelman was right when he said
Schaller was not trying to sell us a program, but
instead was modelling some innovative ap-
proaches that he had seen work well. His whole
idea of concentrating on the potentialities in any
given situation rather than on the problems was
good, too. That alone could revolutionize many
churches, and pastors, too, for that matter.”

‘I felt that our guest from the Southern Baptist
Seminary, Dr. Cunningham, made some valu-
able contributions in discussing the gigantic con-
cern of responsible Christian stewardship. He
reaffirmed the importance of seeing stewardship
as my responsibility before God to order all of

my life in line with his priorities as reflected in
the lifestyle of Jesus Christ.”

“My final impression of Cunningham’s lectures
changed from what it was at first. He did cover
a lot of ground which, 1 am sure, was familiar

to all of the pastors, yet putting it all together
with the idea that God also has a stewardship to
exercise, made for a strong and reinforcing em-
phasis. Certainly he made his point that we must
regard stewardship as an all-embracing biblical
concept.

My response to Cunningham typifies the way
I felt about the Conference as a whole. It wasn't
a spiritual feast, but for our day-to-day minis-
tries there was enough good meat for all who
wanted to grow.”
“Right. It was great to get some new ideas and
to have old concepts strengthened. On top of
that, I enjoyed the added flavor and spice that
came from interacting with fellow pastors, as we
laughed together and renewed relationships. |
am glad | went!™ h
“Doug, let’s plan to attend the next
Plains Pastors’ Conference.” [
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Eraduation days are busy days
for students, faculty and parents alike.
The days from May 20-22 were not any
different at North American Baptist
Seminary. The schedule called for the
following meetings: Friday, May 20,
baccalaureate service; Saturday, May
21, commencement banquet; and Sun-
day, May 22, commencement service.

The Class of 1977 was in charge of
the baccalaureate service, which took
place in the Koirionia Center at the
Seminary. The large size of the ’77 class
permitted the program participation of
about 20 graduating students, which
made the service more meaningful. A

It is hard to tell who
of the two is prouder
of the other, father Dr.
Ernie Zimbelman, pro-
fessor of Counseling,
or son Joel, graduat-
ing with a Certificate
in Religious Studies.

Linda Ebel, left, is applying
a last touch to the gradua-
tion gown of Janis Mitchell.

The Class of '77 listening to Senator Hatfield's ad-

number of people in the audience had
come to attend the President’s Council,
meeting during the same days. For
many this was their first visit to the
Seminary. All were impressed with the
high caliber of students and academic
curriculum.

Brief thank-you speeches, special
music and congregational singing set the
stage for the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper. Again the students took the
leading role by officiating at the Table
and by serving the communion elements
to all present. This baccalaureate service
was a good opportunity both for the
students and the audience to get to
know each other and give witness to the
guiding and sustaining grace of God.

The commencement banguet, held at
the Howard Johnson's Restaurant, had
the theme, ‘‘Sharing the Bread of Life
with a Hungry World.” All of the table
decorations, and even the printed pro-
gram, emphasized the theme. Only the
roast sirloin of beef was an uninten-
tional reminder that Westerners like to
eat well, while they are talking about a
hungry world; just as we are self-con-

Emeritus professor of Missions, Dr. George A. Dunger,

tentedly feasting on spiritual food, while
the majority in the world is starving for
at least one crumb of the Bread of Life.

The toastmasters, Jim Dick and Art
Bollaert, did a great job keeping the
banquet family entertained and the pro-
gram moving.

President David Draewell gave tribute
to Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Borchert, who
have resigned from their positions, as
dean and instructor respectively, to as-
sume similar positions at Northern Bap-
tist Seminary in September. The Borch-
erts then presented in slides and rhyme
reminiscences of their 14 years of minis-
try and encounters at the Seminary,

The presentation of awards to out-
standing students of the graduating class
was one of Dr. Borchert’s last official
duties.

Dr. and Mrs. Ernie Zimbelman had
the privilege of introducing the gradu-
ates, while Dr. J. Gordon Harris
brought the challenge to the seniors.
The Living Fire Quartet, known to
many of the N.A.B. churches through
their concert tour, added a touch of
musical beauty to the festive program.

On Sunday morning all of the visitors
took advantage of one of the many wor-
ship opportunities in Sioux Falls and
vicinity.

Then it was time to get in gear for the
commencement service, which was to
begin at 3 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church. The students nervously put on
their graduation gowns and tried to
decide whether the tassel was to hang

down on the left or the right side of
their caps (among other problems!).

The word quickly spread that the

who was to bring the commencement
address, would be delayed. However,
that did not dampen the mood of the
students or of the large audience. The
academic procession started punctually
at 3 p.m. Shortly after the invocation by
Dr. Richard F. Houts and a congrega-
tion hymn, Senator Hatfield inconspic-
uously was guided to the platform. His
address was titled “‘Relating Faith and
Politics.”” Not knowing that Dr. J. Gor-
don Harris had used the same Scripture
portion for his meditation the night be-
fore, he based his address on the Book
of Numbers, chapter 22, also; although
his exposition took on a totally different
character. Known for his critical stand
on “civil religion,” he impressed upon
the students the importance of faith in
all realms of politics and their responsi-
bility to keep politics out of their faith.
It was quite evident that his address was
not a routine job but had been prepared
specifically for this occasion, reflecting
the deep thinking of a responsible,
Christian politician, ‘‘a Baptist’’ as he
emphasized.

A further highlight of the commence-
ment service was the conferring of de-
grees and certificates on 37 students, the
largest number in the history of the
Seminary. Three men received their doc-
tor of ministry degrees. John Hisel,
director of church and community rela-

tions at the Seminary, was one of the
three D. Min. recipients. Twelve stu-
dents graduated with the Master of
Divinity degree; twelve others received
the Master of Arts degree, three the
Master of Ministry degree, and the Rev.
James Schacher’s B.D. degree was
transmuted to a Master of Divinity.

Bontha Sudhaker, a pastor from In-
dia, concluded his studies with a
Bachelor of Religious Education. Four
students earned their certificates in Reli-
gious Education.

There was a mood of rejoicing and
many sighs of relief could be heard, the
latter especially among the graduates
and their spouses, when the organ at
First Baptist Church began to play the
academic recessional march. The post-
lude, ‘‘Rejoice, the Lord Is King,” was
truly the expression of all who had
come to witness the graduation of 37
servants of God, who through diligent
effort had achieved their study goals.

Heavy rain prevented the reception
from taking place outside on the
Seminary Green. Again the Koinonia
Center had to serve as the place of
fellowship and sharing. But even the
rain and the resulting crowded space
could not spoil the mood of celebration.
At last, things were looking up for these
former students. Although a number of
them had not been placed for pastoral

service, all were confident that God
would find a place for them in due
time.

An informal dinner reception for
Senator Hatfield with the faculty, mem-
bers of the President’s Council and
guests brought these exciting days to a
close.

The North American Baptist Semi-
nary has graduated students for 119
years, for many decades in Rochester,
NY, and since 1949 in Sioux Falls, SD.
The Class of 1977 is distinctive in sev-
eral ways: It is the largest in the history
of the Seminary; it includes the first
graduates from the Master of Arts pro-
gram who have a specialization in coun-
seling skills; it also contains the largest
number of women graduates ever. Very
soon most of the '77 graduates will be
serving in a church-related vocation.
New students are coming in to take up
studies. The so-called middler class has
advanced to the rank of senior class.
There is more hard work and training
ahead of them. But there is also the
reassuring conviction of the faculty and
students that God is at work, shaping
for himself tools useful in his vineyard.
The day will come, when also the pres-
ent middlers will march in the academic
recessional, while the organ will pro-
claim their conviction: ‘‘Rejoice, the
Lord Is King.”” [J

North American Baptist Seminary has a problem! Un-
less it is solved, it will grow worse each year. Although
the problem is a serious one, fortunately it is not fatal.

CAMPUS

= with the Rev. Manasses Bunji Nji from Cameroon, who

earned the Certificate in Ministry Studies. plane carrying Senator Mark Halﬁeld’

-

President D. Draewell (right)
conferring the Doctor of Minis-

I‘_?I'se‘l’efee on the Rev. John  tpe Living Fire Quartet of the

N.A.B. Seminary.

'l

Three of the Master of Divinity graduates: (. to
r.) Steve Corum, Dennis Frederick, Dennis Kee.

Text and

photos by | «

the Editor LW s
Senator Hatfield in an informal conver-  Senator Hatfield was surrounded by

sation with President Draewell at the TV and radio newspeople.
dinner reception.

The Honorable Mark Hatfield, United
States Senator from Oregon, giving the
commencement address.

1977 SEMINARY GRADUATES REJOICE
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In fact, it is probably the best of all problems which a
school of higher education might face.

The problem is inadequate facilities resulting from a
student body which has grown 135 percent in the past
seven years. To help meet the serious ministerial short-
age experienced by the North American Baptist Confer-
ence today and to provide a growing reservoir of trained
leadership for its needs tomorrow, the seminary must
continue to grow in the years to come.

The seminary’s Board of Trustees has determined that
the only viable solution to this pressing problem is to be
found in a significant campus expansion program. It has
developed one, therefore, which calls for the acquisition
of property and the construction of four major facilities
during the next five years. The total cost of the program
is estimated to be three million dollars.

The four construction projects in their planned order
of completion are: an apartment building to provide ade-
quate housing for a growing student body; an educa-
tional center building to house a new chapel, additional
classrooms, a world mission and cultural center, offices
and storage for materials and equipment; an expanded
library building to double present capacity for books and

Dr. David J. Draewell is the president of North
American Baptist Seminary.

DEVELOPMENT

AT NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST SEMINARY

by David J. Draewell

students as well as to provide space for the storage and
display of the denomination’s archival materials; ang
finally, another apartment building for student housing

Funds for this campus expansion program s 2\
pected to come from several different sources. e

. . Fir s ] : or th
first time in its history, the seminary will sl lhz

financial support of the city of Sioux Falls fo
capital projects. The Sioux Falls Chamber of
has approved the conducting of a Capital Fun
the business community during 1979 for

I one of jis
Commerce
(15 Dl'i\'e in

the sem;j
1 o M H . . o ] ;. v e
ll.bl ary bun[dlng‘e.\p:ansmn_ Plans are already beinn LN
ried out to provide for the success of this effort & car-

The educational center building will be largely ¢
through the seminary’s portion of the $3,200=0 ¥ fundeq
ence-wide Capital Funds Campaign ;113;)[-0\;\ Confer.
gates at the 1976 Triennial Conference inﬂ }‘3 dele-
Oregon. This campaign, which will hopefull ! Ul'l\and\

Yoreach g ory

SEPTEMBER a9



North American Baptist, is scheduled to be launched in
the fall of 1978. Other program departments of the Con-
ference to be assisted by this campaign are North
American Baptist College, Church Extension and Home

and Foreign Missions. ) .
Both apartment buildings will be financed only in part

through gift money. The remaining funds will come
from banks or other lending institutions. As tl_'xese
buildings will be revenue producing, the rents received
will be used largely to pay the resultant mortgage
payments.

While the seminary already owns land needed for the
library building expansion, additional land must be
secured for the educational center building as well as for
the two apartment buildings. As there is virtually no va-
cant land in the immediate vicinity of the seminary cam-
pus, this means purchasing nearby houses and moving
them off in order to use the land for campus develop-
ment. This is, of course, an expensive way to secure ad-
ditional property. There does not appear to be, however,
any viable alternative.

The first phase of the campus development program,
approved by the General Council, is to buy land for the

educational center and apartment buildings and also to
provide the gift money needed for the construction of
the first apartment. As the cost for doing this is
estimated to be $400,000, the General Council has also
approved an individual solicitation program to be carried
out by the seminary in that amount. While some ad-
vance covenants and gifts have already been received,
the main solicitation effort will be carried out this fall
with a selected number of individuals both within and
outside the North American Baptist Conference. It is an-
ticipated that the solicitation program will be officially
launched on September 15. It will continue for approx-
imately three months.

The Seminary Board of Trustees strongly believes that
the Spirit of God has led in the formation of this cam-
pus development program. It earnestly seeks, therefore,
the prayer support of every North American Baptist for
this effort and trusts that those who are contacted for
personal gifts this fall will respond with pleasure and joy
in being able to provide for the more adequate prepara-
tion of ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This will
help to turn a significant problem into significant prog-
ress for the seminary and the Kingdom of God. [J

—

ol’s

ministry with God’s Volunteers has been

goals set that I wanted to accomplish
this year. Mainly, my goals were to

[ ]
a time of growing for me. When I
joined the team last fall, | had many

olunteers

reporl |

by Marlene Ginter

Wow! Nine months!! And did they ever
go fast! Yes, through a busy schedule
and meeting many, many people our
76-'77 God’s Volunteers’ Tour has
finished very quickly. ““What has this
year meant to me personally?’” This is a
question each one of us has paused to
reflect as we end our tour, looking back
on the experiences that have led to
growth in our individual lives, and then
as we look onward to the future to de-
termine where we can serve our Lord
more effectively.

BILL ARNDT says, ‘‘As I look back
on my life, [ realize just how little |
really was willing to do for God. As a
result, | never was able to experience the
abundant life right here on earth that
Jesus has for me. Being in God’s Volun-
teers this year has really taught me to

———
Muarlene Ginter huas been reporting for
the team throughout the vear 1976777,
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depend on God for everything. Through
surrendering my life completely to
Jesus, God has been able to work many
wonderful changes in my life. [ now sce
just how good God has been to me, and
how important it is to do everything I
can to serve our Lord, so that others
may know him as I do. I just praise the
Lord for the many great experiences he
has given me this year on God’s Volun-
teers, and for the abundant, joy-filled
life that I'm able to live every day
through the grace of our Lord.”

BETH BLEEKER shares, “‘I'd always
been a little fearful of sharing my faith
and worried about saying the ‘right
words’. But because of the year I've
spent on God’s Volunteers, I've learned
that just simply sharing what Christ
means to me and how he has affected
my life is often more meaningful than
rying to win an argument or prove a
point. Therefore our own relationship to
God is ‘of vital importance—a growing
and e)fcning relationship through prayer
a_nd Bible study. There are many situa-
[]’OI]S and things [ don’t understand, but
I’'m learning the practical meanin;g, of
Pr:overbs 3:5, “Trust the Lord with all
thine Ijearl_axld lean not unto thine own
understanding.’ | pray that as 1 return
to school this fall, [ can continue to im-
prove my fellowship with Christ and
thus witness more effectively for hjm *

MERLE HOOTS relaes, “My

learn how to effectively share with
others my faith in Jesus Christ and also
to grow as a Christian, becoming more
stabilized in my everyday walk with the
Lord. But along with this, I have devel-
oped a lot more self-confidence in
myself. For several years now [ have
felt the call to go into a church-related
ministry; however it wasn’t until this
year that [ have become confident of
being able to carry out this call. I have
especially become more confident in the
area of sharing with and relating to
others. 1 am thankful for growing in
these ways, and [ anticipate growing
much more in my relationship to Jesus
Christ and trusting in him as the source
of my strength and understanding.”’
COLLEEN HUBER makes this obser-
vation: “Evaluating and reflecting on
nine months of growth and unique ex-
De_riences is no casy task. What [ have
gained spiritually and personally far ex-
ceeds my expectations and goals! One of
my goals was to understand God’s love
n a fuller and deeper way, as explained
in Ephesians 3:17-19. It’s been exciting
for me 1o experience this in so many
ways through team members, church
members and from people we have met,
\_Vhlle sharing Christ in many communi-
‘UCS’. I've realized once again that love
IS0t 50 often a good feeling inside, as it
IS an outward expression or action as a

(Continued on page 12)

GOD'S VOLUNTEERS:

- What Theyre All About

by Bob Walther

After one of our services with God’s
Volunteers, a young person asked me a
series of questions. They were:

1) What are God's Volunteers?

2) What is the difference between the

music and follow-up sections?

3) What would I have to do to apply

for God’s Volunteers?

4) How would 1 benefit from one

year on God’s Volunteers?

1 was more than happy to try 1o
answer the questions he had._The best
place to start was with his first ques-
tion.

What are God’s Volunteers? The
God’s Volunteers program is a ministry
for young people between the ages of 19
and 25 who are interested and eager (0
share their faith in Christ and who ha‘ve
a real desire to help teach other Chris-
tians how to share their faith. The state-
ment that is often made to team mcm-
bers, either after a service or in a letter,
is, “Now that I know how 10 share my
faith, I am suddenly inler?s[ed in the
people around me.”’ Th_is kind of shar-
ing with people is posmblp as the team
travels throughout the United States and
Canada for eight and one half months,
Team members also have the opportu-
nity to see many different places and
meet a lot of interesting people. There
the total team

are (wo sections to :
section and the

ministry: the music

follow-up section. |
What is the difference between the

music and follow-up sections? The pur-
pose for the two sections is the same,
but the ministries arc different. Both
sections seek to help motivate church

Mr. Robert Walther is the director of
God’s Volunteers.

people to share their faith in Christ. The
music section comes into the church and
community first. Their ministry is to
help the church people see the need of
telling others what has really happened
in their lives. They do this through pro-
grams each evening in the church. They
also have some real outreach efforts
throughout the day in various ways.
Many times they sing in high schools
during the lunch hour where kids have
the opportunity to come and go as they
wish. Sometimes there is a scheduled as-
sembly for the whole student body. It is
neat to see kids who come just to see
what is going on, sit down and listen as
the team shares their music. Another
great opportunity is singing at shopping
center malls. People stop and listen and
many times ask the team, ““Where can |
hear more of this music?’’ Many people
come to the services through outreaches
like these. When public performances are
not planned during the day, the music
section goes out sharing in the commu-
nity with the people of the church.

A lot of kids ask the question, ‘‘But
what can [ do if | can't sing?"’ or
“What can 1 do if | don’t want to
sing?"” No problem! There is a place for
every young person who really wants to
be involved in sharing with people. The
follow-up section works in the area of
training church members how to make
disciples for Christ. They are involved
in seminars and ‘‘on the job training.”
Follow-up section members are also
trained to work in the area of home Bi-
ble studies, evangelistic coffees and
many other kinds of ministries. The ex-
citing part for the follow-up section is
to see individuals grow in their faith and
then be instrumental in motivating them
to share their faith with others,

What would I have to do to apply for
God’s Volunteers? The easiest and best
thing to do is to write for information
and an application from the Rev. Ray
Harsch, 1 So. 210 Summit Ave., Oak-
brook Terrace, IL 60181. Rev. Harsch
will send you all of the information
necessary for you to apply, and he will
give you more details about the program
of God’s Volunteers. When you receive
this information you will be able to
decide if this is the kind of ministry in
which you would want to be involved. 1
would encourage any young person,
who has even thought about applying
for God’s Volunteers, to at least send
for the information.

How would I benefit from being in
God’s Volunteers for one year? Former
team members have said, ‘‘Being on
God’s Volunteers has been worth at
least one year of college to me.”” Col-
lege young people are often looking for
a place where they can put all of the
things they have learned into practical
use. One year of God’s Volunteers is an
excellent way. Others have said, *‘I have
really learned how to relate to people.”

Every day you will meet new people
from whom you can gain new experi-
ences. Plus you are with a group of
young people your age who have many
of the same goals as you do. Therefore,
you are constantly learning from them.
This will also give you an opportunity
to learn how to share vour faith with
others better. It will be evident that
sharing Christ really needs to be a
lifestyle.

I am sure that you probably have
more questions, therefore, 1 would sug-
gest that you ask for more information.
Then, with the Lord's help, you can
decide if vou should apply for God’s
Volunteers. []

"As the church leader for teen
- 5, '
find a better way to relate than 1h;?9 Il have g
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Life At The
Bapfist Manor

by Lily Wicklander,
Baptist Manor,
Portland, OR

Hi Neighbor!

““This is the day the Lord hath made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm
118:24). What a good way to begin the
day.

[ am so glad that I am a resident of
the Baptist Manor, where the lounges
and corridors are kept spotlessly clean;
where we have excellent and ample
food; where we find a real substitute for
the homes which we left a few weeks or
a number of years ago, sometimes rath-
er reluctantly; where we have found a
friend, or many friends, who under-
stand our virtues and failings.

When you sat down to the table for
the first time, it is likely that the one sit-
ting next Lo you gave us a hearly wel-
come and invited us to some or all of
the week’s activities. Or you may have
been dismayed because she paid no at-
tention to you. Later you found out that
person was partially deaf and hesitated
to communicate; perhaps there was a
question of poor eyesight which pre-
vented her from seeing the person across
the table. Most of these people (and
there are many of them with these han-
dicaps) prove o be very interesting
when vou become acquainted with them.
Some of them may become your closest
friends.

Occasionally we may encounter a per-
son who carries a chip on her shoulder.
Perhaps she has a burden on her mind
which is hard to bear, and she neceds a
friend who will understand her and
teach her where to find the “*friend who
sticketh closer than a brother,” who
said long ago, “Come unto me all ye
that labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest.”

10 / BAPTIST HERALD

We haye S0 many advantages here at
the Baptist Manor. Why not take ad-
vantage of them? We need not spend

one dreary hour, for there is beauty all
around us if we look for it. There are
craft c_lasses, art and writing classes,
game times and a time for exercise and
rfefleclion, all under competent supervi-
ston. There are those who yearn for
companionship and help, and there are
those who are anxious to help in one
way or another. We have religious ser-
vices several times a week and a weekly
sing-along to put new zeal into our liv-
ing. All in all, we find this an excellent
place to spend our senior years if we
'fn[]_ow lh'em o be so. Come neighbor
Jom us in some or all of our aclivitiesj
You will enjoy them, and we will enjoy
your companionship, We love you! []

(Ea"uor’s Note: Mrs. Wicklander is a
resident of the Baptist Manor, one of
the eight North American Baptist retire-
ment homes. How wonderful it is that
we have a number of homes in our Con-
Jerence where our senior citizens may
spend an important part of their lives.
May we, as women, learn from their ex-

periences: “The Joy of the Lord is their
Strength.”’)

Built-in |
Warning |
System

by Donna McFal
Stockton, CA

E\IV::I(I)S[:I::[][”\%HI]!: Lhzgmergency room of
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al precision

our
S0 startling:
outcome will pe

interesting thap

The obvious steps to take are to get to
prayer meeting, pray if you don’t feel
like it, force-feed yourselves on the Bi-
ble. But just getting a fever down does
not cure a sickness; neither does treating
symptoms of a spiritually weak life rec-
tify that life—just the opposite.

The mother wants to get to the cause
of the fever. “What is wrong with my
baby?’’ she cries to the doctor. We, too,
must get to the root problem in our
lives.

The first step should be to say,
“Lord, I'm losing interest in you. I
don’t feel the way I used to. Sometimes
I just can't be bothered. I know you
haven’t changed, so it must be me.
Thank you for loving me, and [ trust
you to point out the real cause of my
apathy.”

Perhaps it is bitterness about some-
thing or someone vyears ago or just
vesterday. Maybe a fear whose grip
won’t be loosened. It could be heavy
feelings of guilt over something that the
Lord Jesus paid for on the cross. Just
as there are many physical reasons for
the presence of fever in a child, so there
are numerous causes for an atrophied
walk with God.

He is faithful! We can trust him not
only to show us the area that is causing
the trouble but to impart his grace O
heal that area.

We must look beyond the fever! Just
as we would think it would be foolish
for a mother to refuse to buy a ther-
mometer, because she didn’t want (o
know the true facts, we must also agrec
to the same thing about a Christian who
ignores the signs of an ailing relation-
ship with the Lord.

“ . Wherefore, let him that think-
eth he standeth take heed lest he fall”
(1 Cor. 10:12). []
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by Dorene Walth,
W.M.U. president,
Bismarck, ND

I love a hot bath to relax after a
strenuous day. It is soothing for sleep;
but a shower early in the morning is my
tonic for the day.

The shower stall in our home was not
built for regular, hard usage. When our
family of five moved in, it didn’t take
long for us to notice that the lining of
the shower was not shower proof, even
though it was attractive.

We spent time and energy trying to
waterproof this surface, and it helped
for a time. By then, it was apparent that
the base was not sealed properly either,
and leaking water had swelled and rot-
ted the wood under the lovely tile of the
bathroom floor. To restore the entire
thing seemed too costly.

Carpenters were called in; the flooring
redone and new tile was installed. Now,
after six years in the house and after
repeated efforts to repair surfaces in
that area, it is obvious that a major
tearing out and proper rebuilding is the
only genuine solution to our household
eyesore. Estimates have been made and,
hopefully, we will have the perfect
shower before school begins.

How could one relatively insignificant
problem cause so much personal irrita-
tion, let alone among family members?
Several times we felt like throwing up
our hands and selling the house just to
get rid of the shower! (We knew full
well that any other home would be free
of such “‘bugs™!)

Lord, in many ways I've treated the
sins in my life like this shower stall. I've
persistently tried to cover up for my
weaknesses with excuses that have no
validity. Bottling up my critical spirit
only results in those slow leaks of
resentment, frustration and anger. How
much better [ feel when [ release a
specific sin to you and let you tear it
out of my life and rebuild something
beautiful and functional in that ugly
spot!

How many times [I've cowardly
prayed to be released from my own car-
nal self, but no matter where I go in
this world, my humanness is there to
cause disturbances.

God, you require a clean heart when |
come to you. ““If I regard wickedness in
my heart, the Lord will not hear”
(Psalm 66:18).

Sin short-circuits my relationship to
you. Reveal to me unconfessed sin in
my life. Forgive me my selfishness and
wrong motives. Show me when I lack
compassion, am disobedient and full of
pride. Help me to have a forgiving spirit
and to clean up my crippling attitudes. 1
love vou and do not enjoy being luke-
warm in that love.

Cleanse me and as 1 enjoy your
showers of blessing, let me not forget to
praise only you! [

GODS CHAN

The Master stood in his house one day
And looked o’er his harvest field.
He saw the wave of the ripening grain

And noted the heavy yield.

““I need the help of women here
To reap the golden grain.

But they are scattered far and wide,
I think I’'ll make a chain.”

So first God took the link of faith
And made that faith increase.
Then links were added one by one
Of goodness, joy and peace.

Witnessing and humility
Each fit into place.
Then a link of fellowship,
And, of course, a link of grace.

“It’s shaping up,”” our Father said,
“But somehow it lacks style.

I think I could improve it
With a link of self-denial.™

Then God took the lengthening chain
In his strong and mighty hand.

He stretched it o’er the ocean
To a foreign distant land.

God began to fasten it
To the missionaries there.
And all along, he reinforced
With special links of prayer.

There were heavy links of White Cross,
And dedicated living.

Just as it turned, I caught a glimpse
Of sacrificial giving.

Oh, but suppose it breaks
Or somehow fails to move?

God took a can of spray paint
And sprayed the chain with love.

Every link was saturated.
Beauty o'er it rolled.

Till it glistened in the sunlight
And it shone like polished gold.

“There, that’s what | wanted.
May it function as it should.”

And God rested trom his labor,
For he saw that it was good!

(Note: This poem was written tor the
W.M.U. Banquet at the South Dakota
Association in Spearfish, SD, 1976.)

Lumpy £
Salf " 3
by LaVerna Mehlhaff,

women’s work
director

Have you ever had a salt shaker that
contained wet or damp salt? Re-
member how annoying it was? Usu-
ally we become upset with the salt
shaker instead of the dampened or
wet salt. We try every method to
keep the salt dry. Get the dampness

shaker.

freely from the child ot God.

out and salt will pour freely from the

As a child of God, do we permit
discouragement or sin to dampen our
spirit? There is nothing more devas-
tating to the cause of Christ than the
Christian who has lost the joy of the
Lord. 1t’s like damp or wet salt that
won't pour. Let the dampness be re-
moved and the joy will again pour

SEPTEMBER 197>

{
)

11



ingether

by Ernie Zimbelman

“Dear Sir:

Your article ‘Families in Chaos’ is
well written, yet there is a serious prob-
lem you fail to mention. I know this
from my daughter’s unfortunate ex-
perience.,

A young man can be too attached to
his mother. My daughter is engaged o a
Christian male. His father died sud-
de.n!y, now all this young man does is
cling to mama. How can a Christian
mother of the girl help? Pray? Yes—but
what about the hurt inflicted because of
0o much devotion to mama and not
any to his fiancee?

Mrs. L.”

The problem referred to is a common
one, and a serious one. Parents raise
immature children and then meddle in
the marriage of the children, trying to
help-‘—bul only to the detriment of the
marriage.

Of course, I'm interested in your
question: ““How can a Christian mother
of the girl help?”” Why do vou feel it is
your responsibility to solve your daugh-
ter’s problem?

One of the first statements made on
the husband/wife relationship is Genesis
2:24: “*Therefore a man leaves his father
and mother and cleaves to his wife, and
they become one flesh.”” Many young
people who marry are fearful to cut free
and be on their own. There are also
many who want to be free, but because
the parent is immature the young person

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of
Counseling ar North American Baptist
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He is also
the director of the Sioux Falls Psy-
chological Services Clinic. -
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literally is not able to be free. A parent
who is overly attached to a child has a

harmful influence. A child who is overly
dependent on a parent may halrm the
marriage relationship. Please notice that
I have underlined the word overly!

It is possible for parents and married
children to have very warm, healthy and
meaningful relationships. There are
many new marriages which get off to a
very poor beginning because the young
people want to be (oo independent.
They refuse guidance and material or
financial help from parents who would
give it appropriately.

Personally [ feel that marriages today
are hurt more because we do not help
each other enough, rather than because
of situations as described by Mrs. L.

Mrs. L., help your daughter do one
thing—get premarital counseling from
her pastor or another competent person.
[ feel you will not be able to give her
much advice, because you feel so very
strongly about your daughter’s future
mother-in-law, and the son who clings
to her.

Discussing their situation with a com-
petent person may help them both to
understand what is happening. Hope-
fully they can set goals regarding their
own life. These will help them live
together in a harmonious way. They
may even have some love and time left
over for mothers-in-law. [J

the dawning

Yield Thy Light, O Dayspring
Remove me from shadows of fear
And the nightmare of darkness
Awake me from wasteful sleep
Shine brightly

Let me not avoid Thy Glory

As day wears on

May | reflect Thy Light

May | not be a candle

Flickering and weak

Burning away in finite strength
But a mirror

Brilliantly revealing Your holiness

Evening approaches
The darkness of death closes in

Yet a more beautiful sight i
There is no fear gne ey

For the luminous sunset
Is but a doorway to eternal day.

Luann Meissner
N.A.B. Student
at Wayne State College

REFLECTIONS

(Continued from page 8)

result of the love inside. God has used
so many people to express his love to
me this year, that my desire is to put the
love I've received from God and others
into action! One way I can do this is to
make sharing the love of Christ a real
life-style. One of the songs we have
sung this year sums up my feclings the
best: ‘I want to thank you, Jesus, for
the many ways you have shown your
love to me!”

DAVE ROBINSON says, ‘‘This year
has given me a whole new insight into
the area of follow-up. The definition of
witnessing we have used this year, ‘shar-
ing Christ in the power of the Holy
Spirit and leaving the results up O
God’, is very true. But | have discov-
ered the real importance of moving
from the area of introducing Christ to
others to a real sharing of our own
time, energies and lives with an in-
dividual in the area of discipleship. Ac-
cording to the Great Commission our
challenge is to make disciples so that
those people in turn can be soul win-
ners. This year has really shown me the
importance of discipleship.’”

TANELL GERLAFF reflects, ‘1 look
back at the past nine months as being
the most valuable time in my life. 1 say
that because of the variety of things I've
learned about life itself and for the
spiritual growth that has taken place 10
my life. To learn to share what Jesus
means to me in a practical way, yet lov-
ing the person whose opinions are dif-
ferent than mine, has been a step ahead
in my life. I'm so thankful, too, for all
the people I've met in our Conference
and for the fellow team members who
have taught me much about relating 1@
God’s people and myself.”

This year has been an investment that

has been very rewarding to me, as
reflect on the many experiences and op-
pPortunities God has given me to grow as
a total person. I've come to a greater
understanding of the involvement !0
which Christ calls the obedient Chris-
ian—an involvement of time, energies
and abilities, so that we may truly ex-
perience  that meaningful life Jesus
promises in John 10:10. This life begins
with and is continually a relationship of
trust and obedience.,
. On behalf of the entire team, I would
like to express our sincere thank-you 10
those who have helped make our year
r._eward_ing by their prayer support,
financial support, and encouragement in
word and deed. We thank God for this
year and give him the praise and
honor, |
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Baptist Work
on the Go

Bry,,. ;

aj) ise God for th
Mip: © Prgie . rd r the
ing“ls;ry“"Se Singers. W¢ P lung people com-

e frg Of thege Brazi”?n rande do Sul and
Re, the OUr State of RIO ~ girection of the
drey; ang"Micipation 47Zga and their chil-

Is. Herman . afe sorry for the

s
lan and Jerilyn-

resignation of the Effas. They will long be
missed because of their excellent ministry in
Brazil.

New missionaries. How thankful we are for
Rich and Karen Kaiser who join us in the min-
istry. God is blessing them in their Portuguese
language study. Pray that they may know
God'’s will concerning location on the field.
New pastor in Bento Goncalves. God
answered your and our prayers for a pastor
to minister at the Baptist Church in Bento
Goncalves, when we came home on furlough.
God provided the Rev. and Mrs. Candelario
Quiroz and their family. Rev. Candelario is
from Peru; his wife is Brazilian. After Baptist
seminary training in Rio de Janeiro, this is
his first church in Brazil.

Furlough blessings. As a family, it has been
our privilege to share what God is doing in
Brazil through contacts in North American
Baptist churches and at the Triennial Con-
ference. We have been personally encouraged
and blessed through these contacts as We
sensed a great interest in the work in Brazil.
A Brazilian executive secretary. For the first
time in the history of the Brazilian Baptist
Convention of the State of Rio Grande do
Sul, a Brazilian, rather than a missionary, 15
serving as executive secretary, the Rev. wil-
son Alves de Oliveira. For this we praise God
and join our Brazilian brethren in counting
this as a great step forward in the advance-
ment of the Baptist work. Pastor Wilson 15
enthused with his new position. When asked
how he feels right now about what is happen-
ing among his people, he said, ‘“We are €x-
cited as we see what God is doing in awaken-
ing the Baptists of our State. We have
_all‘ca_d)' experienced previews of greater bless-
ings in the future.””

Goals. The goals for the next three years arc
1) 90% self-support as a State Association; 2)
growth in total stewardship; and 3) open a!
least six new areas of mission activity 17
counties where there is no organized work.

Accomplishments

]

by Gary L.
Ostercamp,
former
acting field
treasurer

Music. The most significant accomplishment®
of the past year for us have been in the s
of music in the three churches of our ass
tion. We have sensed a real desire among (1
people to learn piano, organ, guitar and ¢
corder. They want to help with the musi¢ B
their own churches. Giving lessons has beelr:
both a joy and frustration, but because bOt

of us gave lessons before, we can understan

that pupils don’t learn overnight! in
Church healing. We have sensed a change ln
our people in the six months we've bego
working here, When we arrived in Caxias h

Sul, the church had suffered a split, and "¢

ocia-

bitterness left was a damper on any progress
for a long time. Now we see a healing, and
the people seem eager to find a new pastor
and work with him. Their interim pastor,
Pastor Wilson, rarely came because of his
busy schedules, so much of this *‘healing™
was done on their own, with much prayer
and true help from the Lord. There is still
much to be desired, but fellowship is being
restored.

Goals. Our personal goals for the new year
are to develop our students more fully in
their musical abilities and to relate their
achievements to their personal lives as they
gain more confidence. Also, we hope to re-
start the theological extension programs in
the churches of our Association.

New life. We have scen the gospel change
three of our closest friends, our next door
neighbor lady and her two teenagers. They
have always treated us with a great deal of
love, even before they accepted Christ, _but
their acceptance has deepened our relation-
ship even more.

Changes

by

Ralph R.
Nelson,
missionary

Since coming back to the field from fur=
d in evangelistic

lough, we have been involve

campaigns and in training laymen. Rec_enll;; |
conducted two baptismal services in the
churches. It was a joy to hear the testimony
of faith of those who were to enter the bap-
tismal waters. Some of these had been con-
verted during the campaigns. Al
Improved uiwel. We have n'ouced ‘Ylnh#:
terest several developments 10 Brazil. rio:
program of national integration of'xlmr:
areas in a more vital link with the cites .hzra‘s
resulted in improved roads and paved h.]t_gh‘-
ways, which before were only a dream. ; is
has implications for our missionary wor rm
the state due to improved conditions 1Of
travel, Whereas in the past, much time \\l;as
spent on muddy or dusty high\\_raxs, now | e-
cause of paved areas, the missionary 1asI
more time available to devote [0 his actua
ministry. .
Braz?lti:ayn Convention. During this year we
have also seen changes in our Brazilian Bap-
tist State Convention. I see our role. moredm
the area of support personnel working un e]11'
Brazilian leadership. | feel that this f\lw_
ultimately bring our mission to @ clear dekm.l-
lion of strategy and goals for our Wor in
Brazil, :

Goals, M rsonal goals r
work in ttl:c lq.?gming year are in three m.an}
areas: 1) the opening of two lay thcc{!ogltca.
training centers in the northern assoun.non(i
2) more follow-up on campaign converts; an
3) more baptisms as a result of increased em-

phasis on follow-up. []

for missionary

Japan
Baptist
Mission

by C. Richard
Mayforth,
acting field *
secretary -

Transition. *‘Transition in Progress’ could
be the theme of developments on the Japan
field during 1976. Although we had made
large investments in Osaka Biblical Seminary
both in personnel and finances, the school
was formally closed at the end of March
1976. Mr. Hata, who came from our Kyoto
Rakuyo church, was the final graduate and
serves in the Muko Christian Center. Fred
Moore had served as president of the school
for a number of years. With its closing, the
Moores went home on furlough and have
subsequently resigned from the mission. On a
field where adjustments to culture and
language take many years, the loss of senior
missionaries is felt very deeply.

The closing of the school left the problem
of the division and disposal of the assets of
the school among the three cooperating
groups, the Baptist General Conference, the
Mennonite Brethren and ourselves. When
conclusive progress toward a settlement could
not be made in Japan, the question was re-
ferred back to mission representatives at

home. An agreement was reached under
which the Mennonite Brethren will buy out
the two Baptist groups and hope eventually
to retain and use one of the two school
buildings.

The Theology and Education Committee
continues to explore and develop the new re-
lationship with the Japan Bible Seminary in
Tokyo. Our pastors have been invited to sup-
ply both a teacher and a member to the
Board of Directors, but because they are so
few and the distance so great, they have
postponed accepting these invitations until
sometime in the future. A team of four first
year students from the school will minister in
our churches for two weeks this summer.
Conference. Our Japan Baptist Conference is
grateful for God’s blessing evident in signifi-
cant growth during the past year. The five
churches had a total of twenty baptisms and
an overall increase of 42 members from 184
in 1975 to 226 in 1976. The five developing
churches ended the year with an average total
attendance of 38.

Missionaries. The missionary body was much

on the move during the year. In addition to
the Moores return to the U.S., the Wilfred
Weicks and Lucille Wipf went on furlough.

Miss Florence Miller returned to Japan and
to her work in Ikeda. Reimer Clausen and his
wife moved to Kyoto to begin work at the
Muko Christian Center. Lois Faust and Shir-
ley Bailey completed their respective terms as
short-term missionary and as teacher of mis-
sionary children at Osaka Christian school,
and both returned to the U.S. Ron Sioller
alsq finished his term as short-termer, but
during his last year Joan Youngquist became
his wife; after studying for a vyear in
Portland, they are returning to Japan for
language study and student work. The three
short-term missionaries continuing in Japan,
Becky Heerts, Sue Pahl and Val Urquhart
were joined in August by three new short-
termers, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lengefeld and
Linda Ha_r!lcy. All continue to make many
contacts iqr _bolh our established churches
_and our mission churches through the teach-
ing of E.nghsh conversation and through their
many friendships with the people of Japan.
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Reimer Clausen became chairman of the
mission. Douglas Woyke, in addition to his
evangelistic work in Nara, is field treasurer
and has been active as chairman of the joint
committee negotiating the Osaka Biblical
Seminary property question,

Japan has experienced a slowing of its
amazing economic growth. The high cost of
raw materials and the rising labor costs
within the country have created a situation in
which many are re-examining the orientation
of their lives. Although general stability evi-
dences again the remarkable resilience of Ja-
pan, the number of bankruptcies of small
corporations is at an all time high. Many who
were totally absorbed in materialism in one
way or another are now asking if there is not
something more to the meaning of life. With
the background of strong family ties, most
are looking in the direction of humanistic
values in terms of family, friendships and
social service. But there is also a new oppor-
tunity and openness to present a God who,
although uncontained in the vastness of the
universe or the aeons of time, came among us
in Jesus Christ and who guaranteed with the
resurrection of his Son his own promise to be
a friend who sticks closer than a brother.
Doubtless this new openness is one of the
factors contributing to the good Japan Bap-
tist Convention growth this past year.

Douglas  Woyke reports from Nara
something of the difference that God can
make in a life: ““Jesus Christ continues to
work miracles in the lives of people in Japan.
Mr. Nobufumi Ogawa and his wife received
Christ as their Savior at the end of 1975.
They were baptized into the fellowship of
Christ at the Heijo Christian Church on
Easter, 1976.

“The miracle that took place was con-
firmed at our first anniversary worship ser-
vice in September. Mr. Ogawa testified that
Christ had changed his life in very real ways.
Before becoming a Christian he was always
self-conscious about wearing his glasses. He
said that was no longer the case. He testified
that Christ had given him power to give up
smoking. He testified that Christ was giving
him power to stay away from pornographic
movies so prevalent in Japan. He testified
that joy and a spirit of thanksgiving had
come into his life. That is a miracle! Praise
the Lord!” ]

16 / BAPTIST HERALD

Finances

by
Douglas B.
Woyke,
field
treasurer

More and more we realize our dependence on
God and you as we continue to labor and
minister in this land of constant inflation and
sky-high prices.

Budget. Our main budget expenditures,
pastors’ salaries and rents, have to be raised
yearly, but our men are receiving less than
$5,500 a year including housing. In a country
where the cost of living runs fifty percent
higher than most places in the United States
or Canada that is a minimal existence, even
though they do live differently than we do.
We praise God for these dedicated workers;
Mr. Sueo Kajita, Mr. Yukio Fujie, Mr. Shoji
Nakae, and Mr. Yoshiharu Hata. We also
partially support Rev. Hanazono in Mat-
susaka.

Self-support. We are attempting to have the
churches on a self-supporting basis in ten
years. This is indeed a matter of urgent and
continued prayer, for only God can give the
tangible results in the form of people and
finances necessary to be independent of mis-
sion help. The churches find this difficult,
because in addition to the pastor’s support,
they also have to put out money for their
church building. It seems that most congrega-
tions in Japan tend to grow only after a
church building is up, and people can see the
“church.”” Our present Chapel Loan Fund is
really inadequate to meet the needs of
churches which might want to borrow money
from it.

With the purchase of land in Nara and an-
other home in Nagoya for missionary hous-
ing, all existing funds on the field have been
expended. We expect to replenish the funds
with the sale of our Tsu property and
through a settlement of the Osaka Biblical
Seminary property.

NIGERIA

Mambilla
Baptist
Mission

The Convention

by Jx B Yep;
executive secretary

Praise the Lord for his love and unspeakabl
gift of salvation and thank those who havg
obeyed the Great Commission of our LOT
Jesus Christ in bringing the gospel to this
land of Nigeria. Their labors have not beel
in vain. What they have planted is now gone
ing. The few churches have now grown mlg
the Mambilla Baptist Convention, with W
fields, ten associations and 110 Ch'—‘rChes:
There were 104 baptisms, bringing the mem
bership to 6,617. it
The goal. The goal of the Mambilla Bapt!s
Convention is to train the leadership of €
church. The Christians in Mambilla are work-
Ing on this goal in many ways: 1cader_sh;P
training courses, T.E.E. and especially
through the Bible School. The Christians r¢
helping to supply the students with food an

also to construct the Mambilla Baptist Bilio
Training Centre. i
Registration. The registration of the hg?ir:n

billa Baptist Convention with the Nig as
government is one big urgent need. There:_“-_"he
N0 money budgeted for registration. d
Christians sent in their free donations anc
enough money for my trip to Lagos 1© .

Ministry of Internal Affairs. We are pr.aylﬂg

tha_( by God’s will our Convention Wil
registered by the end of 1977.

. limited, so Curt also began to teach

The Field

by Ronald 4
E. Hiller, , F
acting field i
secretary .
!

We rejoice to see the baptism of new be-
lievers and to witness spiritual growth of
older Christians.

Missionary personnel. The Rev. .and Mrs.
Ken Goodman have been busy with leader-
ship training classes for pastors, (reasury
\:vork, directing the T.E.E. program and
teaching at several centers. Ken has also been
teaching Religious Knowledge at Gembu Sec-
ondary School three mornings a week.

In May 1976 the Curt Radkes moved from
Mbamga to Mbu, the site of the new Ma(;n-
billa Baptist Bible Training Centre, in o[n::r
to begin the building of classrooms. 10¢
“Right of Occupancy” “'a:r»ICis_lo\v Tu::mw;f;

i ildin
and the Convention building ke
Knowledge at Gembu Secondary School tlén.:s
mornings a week. The Radkei\werc blessed 1
June with the birth of a son, Aaron.

Barbara Kieper and the Hillers ca.me(‘:lc zg
the hospital work at Warwar.and we;:] ?jr
clinics in 13 villages of Mambl‘lla. Bot X
Hiller and Miss Kieper were |qvolvc(_j “Iuo
teaching T.E.E. classes. Miss Kieper l_s"a S.S
advisor to the Women’s Union. Dr. Hiller i
also advisor to the Convention and has three
T.E.E. groups. "

All the missionaries hav AN
job, and there are still many opponunluc;et;g
outreach that are being missed becaur:e tcl :
are too few missionaries: some scu?nRili)_l
school classes do not have a leach;r_o e
gious Knowledge; the Teacher Trzunm‘%I >
ter in Gembu needs a qualified tcaq.ee;m_
Religious Knowledge; many areas ar¢ g‘l 3
ing T.E.E. classes, and the _re:qucsts cac b
met; church problems are arising that :vqlhal
visitation and teaching; especially no o
the charismatic. movement is coming
Mambilla.

Theological education. The A
has been an important aspect IV
sion’s work and will become Increas; Vi
portant. The 6,000 plus Christians "!ncd 3
billa need to be mobilized aqd "mulation
reach out and witness to the entire pop g
of the Mambilla Plateau. Thus we g;eamm_
to develop Theological Education s
sion (T.E.E.) for pastors who arehs e
churches (many of them have not abilla S
ble Training); to develop the Mam e
tist Bible Training Centre, "ammf mChes. o
the many empty pulpits in our ¢ Bu'ialc L
to encourage further training of Bi  uaricwd
graduates by advanced T.E.E. of Nigea
Bible school or seminary (raining in e
5o that they in turn can train other ¥

pastors.

We are also grateful fo
given to us to teach Rehglouls
the Gembu Secondary School.

e more than one

ological education

r the opporluni_ty
Knowledge 1n
we hope that

this means of outreach will challenge many
young people to accept the Lord Jesus Christ
as Savior. Hopefully, some of them will be
called of God to serve as pastors in the

future. .
We do not know how much time we as a

Mission have left to work in Nigeria. Please
pray for us that we might know God’s will in
setting priorities in our work and that we
might make the best possible use of opportu-
nities for witness.

Theological
Education by
Extension

by F.
Kenneth
Goodman,

treasurer and
T.E.E.
director

Finances. This should have been a year of
less work for the treasurer and bookkeeper of
the mission. The hospital at Warwar together
with all buildings were taken over by govern-
ment in April 1976. However, the work so
far in the treasurer’s office has not decreased.
The mission is still financing staff salaries un-
il they are on permanent government pay-
roll. The mission is still buying drugs and
supplies through Christian Central Pharmacy,
paying for them and arranging for transport
to Warwar. However, the government had
promised to pay for all drugs and supplies in
the future. Eventually everything will be un-
der government control at W.arwar and all in-
debtedness to the Mission paid for,

Inflation still continues to plague us, espec-

jally with regard to fuel. Prices more than
double by the time the fuel reaches Gembu
from Jos. Building supplies. continue to be
short. :
T.E.E. Training the leadership of the church
has taken up most of our time. Two Leader-
ship Training Courses were held_—one at
Gembu and one at Warwar. My wife and 1
both took part in writing, publishing and
teaching the material together with one of
our trained pastors. Religious Knowledge
classes at the Secondary School occupy the
rest of my time.

The town of Gembu continues (o grow.
Houses spring up everywhere. We give .thar}ks
for the many expatriates and high Nigerian
government officers who want to be known
as Christians and take an active part in our
churches.

The T.E.E. Centers that have shown the
most progress are those which have met every
week or every two weeks. Most of these cen-
ters functioned well and produced leaders for
the church. Reading, especially reading of the
Bible, has improved markedly.

Exact enrollment figures are not available
for all centers. Certificates were awarded at
Gembu Field Bible Conference with 64 per-

sons completing one or more courses during
the year. The course, The Shepherd and His
Work, proved to be useful as a guide to what
is expected of the church worker or pastor.
The course, Seven Letters to the Churches,
did much to correct error and to alert us
against false teaching.

A new T.E.E. Committee has been ap-
pointed. A Seminar of two or three days is
planned in which we would invite participa-
tion from the Cameroon and from nearby
Tekas (Serti, Biassa and Takum). It would be
a sharing time and a training time. We now
have handbooks for prospective writers; it is
hoped that we will get one or more courses
written and tested during the year of 1977.

It is good to have Minnie Kuhn back on
the field to help and compare notes from her
further training at Fuller School of World
Missions.

Baptist Mission
Hospital —
Warwar

by Ronald E. Hiller,
missionary-doctor

In this past year our mission involvement in
medical work changed greatly because of the
government take-over of the hospital at War-
war, as well as all Voluntary Agency Hospi-
tals in the State.

This happened very suddenly on April 1,
1976, without prior warning. Many questions
arose: Will our Nigerian staff sign govern-
ment contracts? Will our medical missionaries
still be involved with hospital work at War-
war, and if so, on what basis? Will there still
be opportunity for witness at the hospital?
Will the mission be compensated for the
take-over of its properties?

The people of Mambilla were very con-
cerned. They were afraid that if the mis-
sionaries no longer work in the hospital, it
may be closed down. It is very difficult to get
trained people from other parts of Nigeria to
come and work in a remote place like War-
war.

As time progressed some of the questions
were answered. The Nigerian staff agreed to
sign government contracts. Miss Kieper and 1
signed government contracts and are putting
all of the government salaries into an Ex-
patriate Fund which the Mission will use to
support needy projects in evangelism and
TEE:
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Without our continued work at Warwar,
the hospital in all likelihood would have been
closed; the people would have lost a hospital
facility; and the mission would have been ac-
cused of only being interested in collecting
medical fees (they now enjoy free medical
care). Your medical missionaries are still free
in their private time to be involved in teach.
ing of T.E.E. classes and helping in church
ministries work.

An active witness has been maintained in
the hospital. The chaplain continues to
preach to the out-patients daily. He continues
to do individual counseling with in-patients.
The staff have continued witnessing to pa-
tients. In 1976 we recorded 121 decisions for
Christ.

In negotiating with the government about
compensation to the Mission for loss of
properties, the government would not con-
sider compensation for hospital buildings or
equipment. The government feels that Mis-
sions built hospitals to help sick people and
that the government now is merely continuing
the work. They have agreed to pay compen-
sation for housing, storage and resthouse
facilities lost by the Mission in the take-over.

With government take-over of the hospital
also comes a new system of administration,
new drug suppliers, and free medical care.,
The free medical care has greatly increased
our patient load. On two clinics last weekend,
we saw over 1,200 patients! We request your
prayers for us as we try to adjust to all the
necessary changes and still maintain a witness
for Christ,

We are disappointed to lose something that
we have worked so hard to build up. But in
the long term view, it may be a very good
thing that the hospital was taken over: the
people now have free medical care; the Mam-
billa Baptist Convention will never be bur-
dened with an energy sapping institution that
was a “‘gift from the Mission’’; and at least
at the present time we can still be involved in
medical evangelism.

Please pray for us as we have decisions to
make about our future involvement in medi-
cal work.

Mambilla
ChristianYouth

by P. T. Tomnyi,
youth director, M.B.C,.

There are 56 churches that have boys’
meetings; 71 churches have meetings for girls.
We had one leadership training course for
3-H girls. We have 14 registered guides for
the two fields. Most of our boys’ meetings
are led by the pastors of our local churches.

The boys and especially the girls support
some weak churches in our Convention, They
help our Mambilla Baptist Convention office
and our Bible Training Centre with some
food and money.

What we propose to do: boys and girls
camps will be conducted in each association;
boys and girls are going to work on six
badges in 1977: Bible study, song, garden,
Christian marriage, Christian ethics and
Christian principles badge; games will be
bought and a playground prepared around
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the M.B.C. office for the young people; and
some useful books for young people and
musical instruments need to be acquired.

Mambilla
Baptist Bible
Training Centre

by Timothy Yula,
principal

We started this academic year, 1976/77, at
the Mambilla Baptist Bible Training Centre
with three students in second year and 14
students in the first year. We have two sec-
ond year women and 14 first year women
who take classes, too. They account for a
total of 33 students and 43 children on the
school compound.

The centre is being operated by gifts from
individual Christians, The churches have been
trying their best to supply the students with
food, but with the present number of persons
they are going to find it hard.

The subjects being taught at the Training
Centre are English, New Testament survey
the Gospels, evangelism, world history, Olci
Testam_em survey, pastoral theology, agricul-
ture, Bible study, and leadership training.

The Rev.v J: e Yep, executive secretary
M.B.C., writes, “This school is the heart 0%
the Mambilla Baptist Convention. This is
where ‘the goal (to train church leaders) will
be achieved, There are three Nigerian tutors
and Mr. and Mrs, Curtis Radke, Textbooks
are the greatest need of the students.”

Hillcrest Schoo
at Jos

by Harold L, |
Lang,
chaplain , . |

The Hillcrest School,

Jos, is ¢y
1 rrent|
undergoing some very rap 4

id _changes. A few

ventions. The Ltotal
mains at about 450

students, with increased enrollment in the
elementary grades and slight reduction in
high school, where the majority of the stu-
dents are still American missionary children.

This past term has been a good term at
Hillcrest. Beginning with a real shortage of
teachers, resulting in the curtailment of a
number of programs, such as high school
physical education, we have seen the Lord
answer prayer in the granting of new visas.
During the course of the term, five new
teacher visas were issued; these teachers ar-
rived on the field. The spirit within the stu-
dent body, between staff and students, and
among staff has been very good. "

In my own work as chaplain, along with
teaching Bible in eighth grade and high
school, I have had the opportunity to speak
personally with a number of students, espe-
cially with the seniors, speaking of their future
and their relationship with Christ. These meet-
ings have proven very profitable. During the
high school retreat, one 11th grade boy came
to a very definite commitment to Christ.
Others were helped through the sessions led by
the Rev. Yemi Ladipo, director of Campus
Crusade for Christ in Nigeria.

Woyke House
at Jos

A I 1

by Peter and o
Mae
Schroeder,
houseparents

o
e

The main item to report this year is l,he oL
pletion of the extension of our building. Thg
facility is now adequate for 20 children (1
boys, 10 girls). The houseparents have m:e
large room which is divided by moveable
closets into a small living area and a bedrooﬂ;
area. The main residence is 85 feet long @
44 feet wide, providing 3740 sq. ft. of ]wc;ﬂi
space. There are a total of 13 rooms an P
long central hallway. Adjoining the mar_
building at the rear is a laundry room, @ cam
port for the school bus, and a 20 by 25 f0
utility and storage building. his

We had five children in the residence !
Year—four Fluths and Kristine Hoc.pnerci
They did well in school. The children enjoye
their studies as well as a variety of extra cUr
ricular activities. The hostels of the partiey
paling missions have formed a committee
called the Coordinating Council which secks,
With the help of the school principal, to PTO-
vide a healthy social atmosphere through @
variety of weekend activities.

The Sunday program includes Sunday
school and worship in the school chapel and
an evening service in which all missions par-
licipate. There are also outreach groups in
which the students can parlicipate on a el
untary basis and get firsthand witnessing ex-
perience. [

SPANISH-

Spanish-
Anmerican
Mission

Center and
Del Norte,
Colorado

i'

by David C. =
Keiry, =
missionary- \ -
pastor -

105t significant events

As we look back, the n { conversions;

on our fields have been eigh the part of
three baptisms; recommitment o0 il wiih
most of the belicvers to a closer n in the
Christ and their active Parnclpauoitaly 364
work; 910 visits in homes ?"d hospelisrn, and
services; increasing interest 1n eva;’lg growing
spiritual concern by believers “-ca “‘blood
Women’s Bible Study in Del Notr)liicvers who
bank’" ministry for two of our . tion Bible
needed blood replacements; Vaca

schools staffed by local believers teaching and
helping their friends and loved ones become
acquainted with Jesus’ way; awareness and
growth in fellowship and meeting other _be-
lievers’ needs; the loss, by death, of a believ-
er who greatly influenced her family for
Christ; a growing counseling minisu:y WhIC!I
is causing people to respond to Chr:st;_a bi-
monthly film ministry to train our believers
in various aspects of Christian growth; apd
an outreach to others through contacts with
nursing homes. 0

Religio-cultural changes. Continuing changes
in agri-business, the backbone of our econ-
omy, have caused less employment aqd some
instability financially in the community, but
the religio-cultural changes occurring affect
the communities we minister in most. The
many confrontations by a small but orga-
nized and heavily financed group of_radu:als
have raised barriers to our work which only
Christ can overcome. Threats have_ been
made openly to many, inciuding.behevers.
Through it all, they have becon:.e guher more
Christ-centered or somewhat indifferent to

the claims of Christ. b
There is a greater longing on the part of

believers to grow in Christ and to extend
their witness and fellowship toward other b.e-
lievers, with the deep desire to malke q_‘h.rm
real. They are also growing in their wnlllng-
ness to share in the ministry of t'h.e Word in
various ways: teaching, music, writing, speak-
ing and, of course, a day-by-day personal
Eﬁ:ﬁs We have established the following
goals: (1) to guide each one who turns to
Christ to put his full faith and trust in Jesus
as Lord and Savior, and to love iu_m for
himself, thus building his character in our
lives, our families and our ch.urches, SO th'al
his Word will be more effective, as our wit-
ness extends to others; (2) to overcome a_nd
remove bitterness and to develgp a forgiving
spirit on the part of each believer, demon-
strating our love to the Lord and our loyalty
to each other by giving a good report of each
other; (3) to develop mature almudgs and
creative responses to Scrlp:ura! ‘authon‘ly. S0
that our churches will grow spiritually into a
body of mature believers with a deep concern
for the communities we llwe in; (4) to increase
our commitment to Christ, so tl:nat each one
will be available to him at gll times, and to
increase our stewardship of time, 1alents,. and
material possessions for the cause of Christ.

Ilustrating Christ’s conquering power a_nd
life-changing ability is one of the C:hnsuan
mothers left alone to raise her family both
physically and spiritually. She needed a better
mode of transportation, She shared that need
with the church; all prayed. God opened the
door for a better car, but that was only }he
beginning, for a desperate need fqr housn?g
came because of the ardent and faithful wit-
ness of this believer. The answer for a car
had come quickly, but this need s_ecmed un-
met by God; even though t‘he entire church
prayed and looked for housing. At the exact
time of need God provided very ac:lequate
housing. Still, walking by faith with her
Savior, the need for a job was §ha}'ed, _and
God provided her with a recepuopls:’s job,
which gives her many contacts with whom
she can share her faith in a living, prayer-
answering Savior.

David Chavez is a living answer to prayer.
Having committed his life to Christ during

his bout with aplastic anemia, he made the
request that God would use his life to glorify
him. David now seems to have a remission of
the disease. Though all danger is not past, he
credits his living to God. God is using him in
a special way in personal witnessing and shar-
ing his divine will. i

Because North American Baptists are giv-
ing and praying people, these and many more
miracles are demonstrating the power of
Christ to others who face tremendous odds
with alcohol, shifting employment patterns,
social disintegration, drug abuse, and any
other thing which causes havoc in the human
life but which Christ came to change.

Monte Vista,
Colorado

by Earl H.
Ahrens,
missionary-
pastor

The year 1976 has produced more visible
evidences of mission progress than any of the
past ten or more years: The baptism of eight
persons; the sending of the ““Jesus Ex_pres._s"
choir of 16 young people to the Tr:enmal
Conference in Portland; and the construction
of 2,000 square feet of an education and fel-
lowship unit to the existing worship unit.
“‘Jesus Express’’ choir. They gave nine con-
certs along the way. Their purpose was not to
display musical talent but to give witness to
what Christ meant to them and to say thank
you to our Conference churches for the years
of faithful missionary witness to them in Col-
orado.
New building addition. Much volunteer labor
in construction of the building gave us max-
imum space at minimum cost. The climax to
this project came in the last week of January
1977 with a supper and dedication service.
192 persons were present. First steps have
been taken for the future, as the local mem-
bership has decided to organize officially as a
congregation.
Harrassment. We have been asked whether
physical and material harrassment and van-
dalism has continued. The answer is no. We
have not even had a broken window for two
years. This does not mean that all is at rest.
Since we apparently could not be moved by
the former methods, we have been given
mental and spiritual opposition of a different
sort. In the face of this we remember Paul’s
word in I Thessalonians to the believers, that
our life is a “prey” and that we are to be
willing to be ““spent™ for the sake of others.
Since the ‘‘Jesus Express” choir experi-
ence, six of our young people stepped for-
ward and offered to teach Sunday school
classes. They are doing a beautiful job. Muyl-
tiple Vacation Bible schools will be conducted
by them in summer.
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The Baptist health center has met the needs
of maternal and child health care and public
health problems in an outpatient type of ser-
vice. Miss Katherine Hunt served as full-time
nurse. A physician provided the backup for
Miss Hunt’s ministry.
Half-Way-House. A new clinic service is the
provision of room space and eventual coun-
seling to an Alcoholism Half-Way-House.
Presently we are providing facilities for six
boarders. Administrative responsibilities
belong to another non-profit corporation.
Our purpose is to identify with those having
this particular need and to give spiritual
direction and deliverance to them in Christ.
We developed interest in the alcoholic and
his need when Art, one of our men, was led
to the Lord through our former clinic doctor,
some four years ago. Art has had tremendous
ups and downs as related to his drinking
habit and desire for spiritual wholeness.
Many months have now passed while Art has
been dry. He has found employment with the
local alcoholic program and has already
helped two other buddies stay dry. He unre-
servedly attributes praise to the Lord Jesus
for what he is now. There are so many
*“Arts” to be reached here for Christ.

Inner City Mission
at Walnut St
Baptist Church,
Newark, N |

by Emilio Lopez-Cela,

R president
of Trinity Evangelical

Seminary and part-time
pastor of Walnut Street

Baptist Church.

Walnut Street Baptist Church is located in a
Portuguese-speaking community, population:
over 35,000. We have reached many Portu-
guese and Spanish-speaking persons.

Our church continues to expand its mem-
bership; the spiritual growth is remarkable,
One of the most interesting experiences for
all of us is the existing love among the
Portuguese-American congregation, in spite
of the language difference, and the im-
portance placed in cooperation, unity and
fellowship.

As the religious background of the Portu-
guese and Spanish-speaking communities is
mainly Roman Catholic, the evangelistic cam-
paign in which the Rev. Juan Treccani
(Catholic ex-priest and nephew of Pope Paul
V1) participated, caused a great impact
among our people. During these days of cam-
paign, many had their first encounter with
Christ. Other Roman Catholic ex-priests have
continued to visit the church and give their
Christian testimonies.

The young people are faithful and enthusi-
astic attendants of the services. They are
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presently engaged in learning to play different
instruments in order to organize a band that
will play not only in churches but also give
concerts of Christian music in public parks.

Islesia Bautista

Central

by Lindbherg J. Ake,
teacher, pastor,
Rio Grande Bible School

We rejoice with five new members who were
baptized in the month of May.

During 1976, the biggest highlight in our

congregation was the preparation and study
of the constitution. On Dec, 1, 1976, the for-
mal organization of Iglesia Bautista Central
took place; following this, we continued im-
mediately with evangelistic services for a
week. God blessed with new decisions for
Christ.
! The Central Baptist Church has the follow-
ing goals: to maintain a clear Christlike
testimony true to God’s Word; to use all of
God's provisions to make the good news of
lhe- Gospel known and bring people to the
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

To help us accomplish our goals, the fol-
lowing church activities have been planned:
two evangelistic campaigns; one vacation Bi-
ble school, including adult Bible study; six
Christian films to be shown, one every two
months during a week day with evangelistic
e.l'forts; a Sunday school picnic with a devo-
tional; a spiritual retreat for adults; a three-
day family camp; and two fireside meetings
for our young people with a special message.

Rio Grande City,
Texas

by Robert L.
Sandoval,
missionary-
pastor

During the past
tist Church gain
tism to work an
membership is 7

year the Garcia's Ranch Bap-
ed six new members by bap-
d worship with us. The total
8, of whom 13 are from Ca-
en ffom Villa Nueva, The
Mexlcqn mission stations are
numerical growth and Chris-

ver and killed ap
Y. The guilt-ridden

man received complete assurance through
God’s word about God’s forgiveness.

So far no medical work has started in Ca-
margo for our people. Although we still keep
in touch with our Mexican convert, Dr. Cesar
Augusto Tamez, who is presently working
with a Christian clinic at San Quintin, Baja,
CA, (Mexico). Our hopes are that Dr. Tamez
will return to Camargo within two years and
perhaps help us with some medical work to
supplement our ministry. )

Mexico is concentrating on the education
of its children and young people. Most are
becoming literate. We are taking advantage
of their desire to learn. We share gospel
tracts, Testaments and Bibles with them as
they become the objects of their search for
the truth. This year we purchased 200 Bibles
and have distributed over 80. The Ioce_xl jail
has turned out to be a real opportunity 10
minister to those behind bars. Including this
ministry we have distributed over 1200 gospel
tracts.

The devaluation of the Mexican peso has
brought an added burden to the poor people.
The cost of living continues to rise while
wages remain stable. While making ends meet
becomes more difficult, others are tempted to
get into easy money by smuggling drugs. As
some of these get caught, it brings the family
to a crisis. Occasionally this gives us the op-
portunity to minister to them. The greal
spiritual needs of those around us press us t0
a greater dedication for a reaping of lives
that will respond to God’s invitation to try
Jesus Christ for the answer.

Inner City
Mission,

Union City, N}

by C. Marcelino
de la Cruz,
pastor

In 1976 our First Spanish Baptist Church
added seven people to its membership, bring-
ing it 1o a total of 45 members. Four of lhel:z
were accepted through testimony, and

other three were baptized in the church. -

At the present time, there are among OUf
church visitors about 90 people who have ac
cepted the Lord but have not yet been bap-
lized, plus occasional visitors. h

The different societies of the church, such
as the youth group, the men’s and ladies
groups, meet regularly and work with Chris-
tian enthusiasm,

Among other activities at the church were
four brotherly dinners. These carry out B
purposes: (1) bringing the relationships
among the believers closer together, making
Christian ties more solid; (2) being able 10
meet the expenses of the church. [J

———— i i
Part II, Cameroon to be continued in BAP
TIST HERALD October, 1977, pp. 13-20.

PERSONAL

ESTATE|

PLANNING

Financial and

Estate Planning
by Everett A. Barker :

Financial and estate p!anning are thg
“in thing” in the United States an
Canada these days. When 1 sta}rted u}
this field ten years ago, the idea o
financial and estate planning was left to
the rich and sophisticated p_eople. I
suspect that inflation, taxation and
money problems have caused more pe_o—I
ple to be open to the idea c_)F financia
planning. Another reason is the fact
that insurance companies, brokerage
houses, farm organizations, c_ollcges,
hospitals and religious organizations
have been doing much by way qf lvltera-
ture, magazine articles and audiovisuals
to alert a larger segment of our‘popula-
tion to the importance of financial plan-
ning. o
Tghe need for personal and family fi-
nancial planning can vary all lh.e way
from the family that is struggling to
keep the bill collectors off the doorstep
to people who can set aside funds for
investment and to those who want to
maximize investment income. At this
point, it is well to understand the terms
we are using. Like with olhcr_tt:?r-mmo]-
ogy, you can find as many definitions as
vou have books. | have chosen 10 define
the terms as follows:

Financial Planning—The management
of money and resources in order to
develop and conserve them for the
purpose of achieving the ‘chosen
goals of the individual or family.

Estate Planning—A plan for the prayer-
ful and careful distribution of
resources through the use of ap-
propriate planning vehicllcs. (\\'l]l:ﬁ,
trusts, etc.,) so as to maximize their
benefit for family members and for
the use in the Lord’s work.

Why should a Christian be concerned

about planning for finances when God
will take care of us from day to day?
This is true, however, God is not
against planning as long as our plans
and lifestyle are within the will of God.
Our Christian commitment touches all
aspects of life, and finances cannot be
compartmentalized and relegated as a
less spiritual function of Christian liv-
ing.

%ﬂ\ new financial planning booklet
called, *‘Bold Living for Christian
Stewards,”” has recently come to my
desk. 1 am relating in the broad outline
the five steps which they suggest for
good stewardship of resources:

STEP 1 SET GOALS FOR
CHRISTIAN LIVING
“But seek ye first the king-
dom of God...” (Matt
6:33)
GOALS—for family needs
and special ministries to
others
GOALS—for this  year
(priority)
GOALS—for the next five
years (priority)

STEP 2 EVALUATE YOUR
LIFESTYLE
“Teach us to number our
days that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom' (Psalm
90:12).
1. Determine how much God

has entrusted to you.

a. What you own . . . what
you owe ... result = net
worth
b. Average monthly in-
come

2. Consider your expenses
STEP 3 DECIDE HOW TO USE
YOUR RESOURCES IN
CHRISTIAN LIVING
“_ . .let us not live in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed
and in truth’ (I John 3:18).
1.Look for ways to claim
growth in Christian lifestyle
2. Follow proven guidelines
Be personalized
Be flexible
Be written
Control credit
Include planning for life-
time—savings and invest-
ments—retirement—insur-

ance

3.Plan vour spending pro-
gram
Fixed expenses . . . flexible
expenses

Plan for the things your
family needs and wants
STEP 4 DISCIPLINE YOURSELF
IN FULFILLING A
CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE
“Moreover it is required in

stewards that a man be found
faithful’® (I Cor. 4:2).
1.Record your income and
expenses, monitor your
spending plan
2. Credit card record
3. Record the location of im-
portant papers
STEP 5 EXTEND YOUR
CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE
“Honor the Lord with thy
substance . . .”" (Prov. 3:9).
1. Plan your distribution
2.Secure information about
your will
These five steps are merely a sketch
of what is involved in financial and
estate planning. You will be amazed
what God can do through good finan-
cial and estate planning. The detailed
booklet is written in understandable
style and is available upon request at no
charge by filling out and sending the
coupon on the Personal Estate Planning
page. [J

To assist you further in your finan-
cial and estate planning, the above
booklet is available without charge.

[ Please send the booklet, ‘‘Bold
Living for Christian Stewards”

[J 1 desire a personal contact by an
estate planning counselor

[0 Please send information about a
financial and estate planning
seminar for our church.

Name
Address '
City ____State/Province ____Zip

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North
American Baptist Conference, 1 So.
210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Ter-
race, Villa Park, IL 60181. Tele-
phone (312) 495-2000
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS

‘REPORT

MAPLE GROVE,MN,CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT

by David Wick

In the family room of a suburban home, eight men sit in
a circle of prayer. One by one they ask God’s blessing
on the activity to follow. Then they divide into teams,
each team led by a man trained in personal evangelism.
The team members are learning to share their faith by
making evangelistic calls. Their visits completed, the men
return and share the results of their experience. In the
living room of the same house, their wives have been
meeting for prayer, sharing and Bible study. When the
evening is over, these couples will have taken another
step in spiritual growth. They are part of Dayspring
Baptist Church, and they are learning to be ‘‘disciplers”
—growing Christians who are leading others to Christ,
helping them grow and become ~‘disciplers’’ themselves.
Discipling was Jesus’ method of evangelism; it character-
ized the New Testament church; it is the core of Day-
spring Baptist Church.

Dayspring Baptist Church is located in Maple Grove,
a suburb northwest of Minneapolis, MN. Maple Grove
more than doubled in population from 1970-76, going
from 6250 to 13,000; growth to 20,000 is projected for
1980. The Minnesota-LaCrosse Association surveyed the
area and recommended that a work be started. The As-
sociation purchased a parsonage for the church in Boun-
dary Creek, a 1200 unit planned community on Maple
Grove’s northern edge. The Rev. David Wick, his wife
Pat and son Jesse, arrived in February of 1977, and the
work began. Enthusiastic support from the mother
church, Faith Baptist of Minneapolis, and initial
response from the community, led to the formation of a
core group of couples who committed themselves to the
discipling process. Worship services began May 1, 1977,
at Osseo Elementary School; attendance for the first
month averaged 34.

Maple Grove presents a great opportunity for minis-
try. It is a young family community of people with good
incomes but high mortgages; mobile and recreation-
minded. Many do not attend church and have no spiri-
tual dimepsion to their lives. Dayspring Baptist can
reach these families through its ‘‘disciplers,’’ its home
Bible studies, and extensive door-to-door visitation. You
can help us through prayer. Witnessing and spiritual
growth are hard-fought spiritual battles that are won in
prayer—we need your assistance! Also, we hope to pur-

The Rev. David Wick is the pastor of Dayspring Baptist
Church, Maple Grove, MN.
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chase property soon which will provide a strategic setting
for our future facilities. Your gifts this month will help
make things only dreamed become solid reality. Like our
name, which is a delightful reference to Christ found in
Luke 1:78, we want to bring the sunrise of salvation to
our community. [J

St st Ly

- o Pastor David Wick
Visitor's Kit for disciplers, preaching.

Parsonage, supplied by the Minnesota-LaCrosse Association.

5

_ESl!l. I

GROW BY GAMLS

by Henry G. Ramus

“Now, what would you like to see
your church do next year?”” With this
question the pastor of a church closed
his sermon on the task of a New Testa-
ment church. They had examined to-
gether a number of Scriptures, dealing
with the New Testament church, such as
| Corinthians 14:23-25, Acts 2:5-7, Acts
14:27, 1 Corinthians 14:5, 1 Corinthians
4:7, Acts 13:1-3 and others. ‘“The ques-
tion we must decide is what we as a
modern-day New Testament church will
do,”’ the pastor went on. )

The members of the congregation
looked at their pastor, not realizing he
expected them to respond. They
dropped their eyes (o the floor. The
Sunday school superintendent lifted his
head, then grinned and straightened

himself in his chair.
l“['d like to see our Sunday school

reach an average attendance of 40, he
Sal‘c‘j"i'}lat‘s a good goal.”” The pastor ex-
pressed his pleasure at the response.
“The goal is challenging, and it is one
we can reach.”

eAl the moment that church had 40
enrolled in Sunday school. Meeting in
an unfinished building, with folding
chairs and little other furniture, the
church did well to reach 25 in Sunday
school. ]

Before closing the service that morn-
ing, the pastor led the little grou%[odaac_-
cept the goal suggested by the uge 1)[(
school superintendent. He also r;:a b
clear to the group that reaching the gnts
would require certain comrnl!mg_[a:
such as establishing a program of vmore
tion, possible provision of one or rnd ’
new classes above the four the Sunha}
school then maintained, and'ank ellg gle
siastic approach in all the wor

done. The church set scvffgz;l]p[(;:?:gf
—i jon of pews, comf
goals—installat he parking lot

a baptistry and surfacing the
adjacent to the church building. 2 e

This pastor applied a basic trulh ¢
had learned in the world of business:

from the book Using
the Sunday School to Reach Pt;OP:;_gy
Charles R. Livingstone. Copyright >
Convention Press, Nashville, Tennessce.
Used with permission.

—Adapted in part

The Rev. Henry G. Ramus is fre lefﬂ'd.e;'
ship education director of the Church
Ministries Department.

persons achieve more when motivated
and guided by positive goals. Most suc-
cessful companies are goal-oriented in
their management approach. Executives
and sales managers define goals, de-
velop methods for achievement of the
goals, plan for installation and use of
methods, adjust as necessary and focus
on accomplishment. This process moti-
vates and inspires; therefore it works.

It works equally well in the church.
This pastor led the people to set goals;
then he helped them work out the ac-
tions they would need to follow, if the
goals were to be reached. Within a short
time, they had begun to follow these ac-
tions. Through the year the pastor kept
the goals before the people.

I. Set goals for growth

Every church has members who
want to reach others for Christ.
They nod agreement when the obli-
gation to reach people is presented.
They may even make a verbal com-
mitment to outreach. Too often the
commitment is only verbal. Yet, no
one ever is actually reached by good
resolutions. More is required. A
church can help its members reach
more people by setting specific
reaching-people goals, goals that can
be accomplished through the efforts
of Sunday school leaders, workers
and members.

Plans for outreach stand a better
chance of being accomplished when
they are stated as specific goals.
Outreach goals should be definite.
They should be for specific people
or for a specific number of people
and should have a specified time
limit within which to be achieved.
Goals should be attainable, but they
should be worthy. Outreach goals
should be church goals; a majority
of the congregation should be com-
mitted to these goals. When the
goals are set with enthusiasm and
are adopted by the congregation, the
church will have made the first im-
portant step in planning for out-
reach. .
Goals for outreach should be inter-
preted to the congregation and
should be kept before them at all
times. Special projects for helping a
church to reach goals of member-
ship and attendance should be con-
sidered from time to time. However,
the motive for reaching people
should be the good of the people
reached and not merely the excite-
ment of a promotional project,

II. Guidelines for goal setting
1. Focus on a few goals

Decide the two, three, or four
measurable areas that are impor-
tant to your church as it works
through the Sunday school. Em-
phasize these. As the number of
goals is increased, the interest
and attention each one can re-
ceive grows smaller. A goal that
is actually secondary may come
in for major attention, with the
result that priority matters are
forgotten.

2. Emphasize attendance first
Sharp focus on this goal will help
channel energies and programs in
the right direction. Do not make
this goal an attendance average
for the entire year, but make it
the average you want to be
reaching within a specific time
limit, wusually during a given
month pr quarter one year from
the present date. Make this goal
one that is worthy but attainable.
Make it one that will require
much work, but will give a sense
of real achievement when
reached.

3. Involve the people in goal setting
Goal ownership is important for
achievement. Members may not
accept what the pastor or the
Sunday school superintendent
hands down to them. They will
accept the goals they set for
themselves. One approach is to
lead classes and departments to
look at overall suggested goals
and then work out objectives
they can and will adopt as their
share in those goals. Sometimes
goals may be increases of a cer-
tain percent of present achieve-
ments; at other times goals may
be numerical. Another way to
determine overall goals for the
Sunday school is to take the sum
of goals already accepted by the
classes of the organization.

4. Develop plans for reaching goals
It has been said that if we fail to
plan, we are planning to fail. To
make no plans is a plan in itself.
Success has been defined as
“‘thoroughly planning your work
and then thoroughly working
your plan.”

Setting a goal of an increase
from 25 in attendance to 40, and
then inviting everyone present to
come next Sunday and bring
someone else results in absolutely
nothing. The church referred to
earlier did not do that. Instead
they decided to reach their goal
by (1) taking a census of their
church community: (2) preparing
a file listing every prospect dis.
covered through the census: 3)
providing two new Sunday
school classes; (4) arranging ga
vestibule as a place for one of
the new classes and a place in the
auditorium for the other: (3) of-

(Continued on page3l)
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our conference in action

Wedding Anniversary

An open house was held on June 5 at
Brentview Baptist Church, Calgary, AB,
honoring Mr. and Mrs. Sam Martin on
the occasion of their 50th anniversary.
Mr. and Mrs. Martin are charter mem-
bers of Brentview.

MADISON, SD. The West Center Street
Baptist Church and their pastor, the
Rev. Oliver Bender, experienced a
blessed Easter season beginning on
March 27 when nine adults (pictured)
were baptized. On Palm Sunday sixteen
people were extended the hand of fel-
lowship including the baptismal can-
didates. In the evening the thirty-voice
church choir proclaimed the Easter mes-
sage through the cantata, ‘““He Lives,”
by Gabriel.
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On April 17-20 the Rev. Ron May-
forth, Detroit, MI, a former pastor,
challenged us with messages from Ephe-
sians on the use of our spiritual gifts.
(Mrs. Graydon Robhrer, reporter.)

LA SALLE, CO. On April 3 First Bap-
tist Church welcomed the Rev. Ronald
Stevens as our new pastor. Pastor
Stevens, his wife, Mary Ann, and
daughter, Julie, came to us from
Cleveland, OH, where he had served as
an associate editor for Union Gospel
Press. Words of welcome were given by
the Rev. Mervin Kramer, Sierra Baptist
Church, Arvada; the Rev. Victor Gunst,
Meadow Hills Baptist Church, Aurora,
and various other people from the com-
munity. A reception was held after the
welcoming service.

On May 15 the church hosted the
Covenant Players, a Christian drama
group, from California. They presented
a one-act play and two short skits em-
phasizing the importance of living one’s
faith. (Tylene Schmidt, reporter.)

KYLE, TX. On May 29, 1977, the Im-
manuel Baptist Church observed the
placing of a historical marker on their
church building. Special guests were the
Hays County Historical Society of San
Marcos and surrounding area. The guest
speaker was the Rev. William Arnold of
First Baptist Church, New Braunfels,
TX. Other guests from surrounding area
churches were present.

After the address by Mr. Arnold
based on Matt. 16:18 and the reading of
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the history of the church, the congrega-
tion moved outdoors to observe the un-
veiling of the marker.

The inscription on the marker reads:
“Immanuel Baptist Church. Christian
Siebenhausen and Karl Wiegand mi-
grated to Kyle from Germany in 1883.
Other German families soon joined
them. In 1886 sixteen of these settlers
met at the home of George Wiegand to
form the First German Baptist Church
of Kyle. Services were originally held in
homes and Sunday school at the com-
munity schoolhouse. A church building
and parsonage were erected in 1893 on
land acquired from Frank Marstellar.
Fire destroyed the first church in 1940,
The present rock structure was dedi-
cated in 1941, when the fellowship
became Immanuel Baptist Church.”

Following the service, refreshments
were served in the church dining hall.
Our prayer is that the Lord will con-
tinue to bless us and open new doors of
witnessing and service. (R. Wiegand,
reporter.)

GOL})EN PRAIRIE, SK. The First
Baptist Church was privileged to hear
the Aletia Singers from N.A.B.C. Dr,
Louis R. Johnson, professor, N.A.B.C.
%ave;hus a.n.eview of what God has donc:
or the ministr

Ll y of our young people at

The annual W.M S, missionary pro-
gram, theme: ‘‘My Heart—Christ’s
Horpe,” brought a real challenge. The
musical part of this program was pre-
sented at the senior citizen’s lodge. This
was fo_llowed by a mother and daughter
tea, with apout 60 mothers and daugh-
ters attending. The Christian woman
today was compared to a well-watered
garden. The stage was artistically ar-
fanged with a decorated doorway open-
INg 1nto an imaginary garden.

Our  W.M.S. hosted the Hilda
W.M.S. at our Baptist World Day of
Erayer. Tl'!e W.M.S. also realized suffi-
cient profit through the sale of cook-
books to replace much needed stage
drap_es and decor for a pulpit and cof]-
munion table. During the winter months
weTsludwd First John,

To solicit funds for oy i
witnessing through camp r\v(())l-rlllcreagrlalg
Bapglsl Church  presented a ' special
musical program, The Rey. A w

Riegel is our
pastor. (Leota i
reporter.) Fritzke,

GI-:()R(.,‘E. 1A. After nearly two years
of. service, Doug and Patty Bittle ter-
n}mated their work as youth and musjc
d_;reclors at First Baptist Church, Spe-
cial numbers were presented by various
groups, followed by a lunch ang fellow-
ship hour. Doug will

bC d seni
. a ¢ or a
I\!Ol‘lh AmE can delis

t Seminary (hjs

year. Carlo Walth, a student at the
Seminary, and his wife, Jean Ann, be-
gan their duties as youth and music
directors on May 29.

On May 24, seven pastors and 15 del-
egates of churches in lowa and South
Dakota were present at First Baptist
Church for the purpose of examining
Mr. Jim Arends, a 1976 graduate of
N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, for
ordination to the gospel ministry. The
Rev. Dennis Dewey, Steamboat Rock,
was clected moderator, and the Rev.
Charles Hiatt, Emery, SD, served as
clerk. The candidate was introduced by
Pastor Bert Itterman.

Mr. Arends presented a well-prepared
statement on his personal background,
call to the ministry and doctrinal beliefs.
In executive session the delegates voted
unanimously to recommend to First
Baptist Church that they proceed with
the ordination services. (Mrs. John
Arends, Jr., reporter.)

MC LAUGHLIN, SD. First Baptist
Church witnessed the baptism of five
persons on March 20. The baptism ser-
vice centered around the theme of
“Who, What, Why of Baptism.” The
favorite hymn of each person baptized
was sung by the congregation, and a
rose was given to each candidate as a
reminder of the new life that each has in
Jesus Christ.

On April 23 those persons plus two
more were welcomed into our church
membership at a communion service
which emphasized that commitment to
the Lord Jesus Christ should result in
commitment to a local church. Ken
Mercer is pastor of the church. (Mrs.
Byron Dale, reporter.)

CALGARY, AB. Evangelistic meetings
were held with the Rev. Daniel Fuc}?s,
Oak Park, 1L, at Temple Baptist
Church. Many blessings were received
during these days.

Two outstanding films, ‘A Stranger
in My Forest’” and ‘“The Rapture’” were
shown in our church.

Our church band, Dan Giebelhaus,
director, presented a concert. During the
past 10 years, the band undertook the
support of 21 African students, who are
training to become pastors in Cam-

eroon. Recently they have given finan-
cial support for the construction of a
church in India.

Our mother and daughter tea was
held May 9, with the Pioneer Girls also
in attendance. The girls sang several
numbers. Carnations were presented 10
each mother who came with her daugh-
ter who belonged to Pioneer Girls. Mrs.
Rempel was the guest speaker. )

On May 1 the Brentview Baptist
Church Choir presented an Easter can-
tata, “The Last Week.”’

Our church participated in the Barry
Moore Crusade which was held in Cal-
gary June 5 to 12. (Irene Wirzba, re-
porter.)

BROOKLYN CENTER, MN. Fourteen
persons were baptized at the Bro_ok
Park Baptist Church. These, along with
three others, joined the church.

Four baby girls were dedicated to the
Lord by their Christian parents at a
special service. o

Our adult group had a delicious four
course dinner served to them with the
menu written in French. We hav;l to de-
cide what four items came in each
course. .

Our Philathia Society held their
“Spring Thing for the women and
girls in the church featuring a style s]_low
of wedding dresses worn by our various
ladies on their wedding days. Some of
the women modeled their own dresses;
other dresses were modeled b)" th.E
daughters. Harp and organ music ac
companied the show. A reception fol-
lowed with wedding cake and decora-
tions. (Jo Ann Wagner, clerk.)

WARREN, MI. Dr. Kenneth Fischer,
pastor, Temple Baptist Church, Lodi,
CA, was the speaker at Redeemer Bap]
tist Church during a week of spiritua
growth meetings, May 15-22. The Ch?‘ni
cel choir sang each night. SIJL;IHH
numbers by our own members as well as
from members of area churches w1ere
presented. The high point of the m;el:
ings occurred the last night when ?}?L
proximately 100 members came !10 e
altar o pray for themselves, for (¢ ;
saved in their families, and especiary
for their church needs. (Doris Kintzer,

reporter.)

EAST TROY, WI. Sixty-three men a“g
boys enjoyed a time of recrea.llol')1 E.ltl:;c
renewal, May 20-21, at Timber v

Christian Center. Mr. James L?‘Ol:‘
assemblyman in Wisconsin State lc]i e
ernment, gave his testimony an.d-m on
the responsibility which rests l}ip of
the lawmaker today. Dan Stipanu thq
Immanuel Baptist Church. l\el-u;.‘ ry
proved an able song leader. Pastor -Llir)
Worsham, Grace Baptist Church, Ra-

cine, directed the get-acquainted hour
on Friday evening and brought the clos-
ing message based on our theme: The
Christian and Government. Greetings
and the latest challenges of North
American Baptists were given by the
Rev. Willis Potratz, Great Lakes Area
secretary. Progress reports on the men’s
project for this year of providing funds
and labor for new siding on the man-
ager’s house at Central Baptist Camp,
Lansing, 1A, were given by Harold
Kopf and Wilfried Marks. (Roger Nor-
man, reporter.)

CARBON, AB. Under the direction of
Bob and Marilyn Ohlhauser, a cast and
choir of 40 presented the musical,
S“LIVING WITNESSES,” in the home
church, Carbon Baptist, as well as to
capacity crowds in Temple Baptist
Church, Medicine Hat, and Grace Bap-
tist Church, Calgary, AB.

God put his seal on this ministry that
united us to him, when a schoolteacher,
who came from Carbon to Calgary to
record the presentation, gave his life to
Jesus Christ that night. The Rev. Rich-
ard Grabke is the pastor of our church.

(Lynette Buyer, reporter.)

LEDUC, AB. Our theme, “Great Is
Thy Faithfulness, O God, Our Father,”
was deeply impressed upon us June 3-5,
as we gathered to celebrate the fiftieth
anniversary of Temple Baptist Church.

We were happy to have had dedicated
pastors who so richly brought forth the
message of God's redeeming love and
for the many who accepted Christ as
their Lord and Savior. We were served
in the fifty vears by the following
pastors: The Rev. Philip Daum, 1924-
1928: the Rev. Charles Thole, 1929-
1932; the Rev. Bert Jacksteit, 1934-
1936; the Rev. Henry Schatz, 1937-1940;
the Rev. Adam Huber, 1941-1948; the
Rev. Henry Schatz, (second term) 1951-
1954: the Rev. Haire, 1955-1957; the
Rev. Ray Harsch, 1958-1963; and the
Rev. Lloyd Kresier 1963-1977.

On June 3 the banquet was held.
Many former members and three of our
former pastors came to praise the Lord
with us. They recalled many blessings
and humorous happenings of the past.
Greetings were brought by Dr. J. Son-

nenberg, N.A.B. College, the Rev.
Adam Huber and the Rev. Ray Harsch.
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Bohlman were
honored as charter members; he had
organized the first Sunday school in
1918. The Rev. Charles Thole gave the
message of the evening. We were blessed
by message in song. Mr. Marvin Rust,
former member, was chairman for both
our special services.

At our Sunday morning service, a
prayer of dedication was offered by the
Rev. Ray Harsch for Miss Eunice Kern
who is returning to our Cameroon mis-
sion field. The Rev. Adam Huber
brought the morning message.

Our church was filled to capacity.
Many former members, friends and
members of neighboring churches joined
with us for our Sunday afternoon ser-
vice. Greetings and special music were
brought from Rabbit Hill Baptist, First
Baptist and Wiesenthal Baptist
Churches, and congratulations from
Mayor Bill Lede, Leduc. Cards and let-
ters from former members were read.
Mr. Bohlmann gave the church history.
Rev. Harsch brought a challenging
message. Our prayer is for greater
things to come as we start our next fifty
years. (Vi Fleck, reporter.)

WEST FARGO, ND. Sunday evening,
May 15, Grace Baptist Church held a
banquet honoring their graduates.
Opening remarks and introduction of
the graduates were given by our youth
director, Tim Walker. *“The Family of
God,” from the Kulm area, brought the
special music. The Rev. LeRoy Moser
led in prayer. The Rev. Connie Salios,
associate secretary for stewardship, was
the special speaker. (Frances Abraham-
son, reporter.)

LEHR, ND. The Ebenezer Baptist
Church called for a council to ordain
their pastor, Mr. Richard Uhler, into
the gospel ministry. This council met on
August 28, 1976.

Twenty-three delegates from nine
churches formed the council. The Rev.
George Breitkreuz and the Rev. Arthur
J. Fischer were appointed moderator
and clerk respectively. Mr. Jim Ruff of
Ebenezer Baptist Church introduced the
candidate, Mr. Richard Uhler, who had
come to Lehr in 1975 to serve the
church as the pastor.

Mr. Uhler gave a biographical sketch
of his life, his conversion experience,
told of his call into the ministry and of
his formal training. In a thorough and
fervent manner, he presented the doe-
trinal views, beliefs, and the teachings
of the church. The council declared ji-
self satisfied with his statements and

SEPTEMBER 1977 | 25

=
=

&

TH I ERITEEETT

|



y

our conference in action

recommended to the church to proceed
with the ordination.

The ordination was held Sept. 3,
1976. The Rev. Gordon Huisinga served
as chairman of the program; the Rev.
Walter Schmidt, King’s Highway Baptist
Chl_lrch, Bridgeport, CN, delivered the
c(iyl'cfma{ion message, ‘“The Ministry To-
ay‘n

The Rev. Edward Oster gave the
charge to the church. The charge to the
candidate was given by the Rev. Etan
Pelzer. Mrs. Etan Pelzer spoke words of
encouragement and extended a welcome
to Mrs.- R. Uhler to the ranks of a pas-
tor’s wife. A word of welcome to the
fellowship of pastors was given by the
Rev. Edwin Walter. The Rev. Richard
Uhler gave the benediction, A time of
fellowship followed. (Arthur J. Fischer
clerk of the council.) ’

l:l-".l)l’(.‘. AB. On May 29 Temple Bap-
tist Ci.lurch hosted a recognition service
honorl'ng our 1977 graduates with the
f(_)]lowmg churches participating with us;
FIT.ST. Baptist, Rabbit Hill Baptist and
Wiesenthal Baptist.

Tweh-'e graduates were honored: ten
from high school, one from university
and_one from N.A.B. College. Special
music was presented by each church.
The graduates were presented with New
Testaments by their respective churches.

Dr. Louis Johnson from N.A.B. Col-
lege brought a challenging message for
thg young people. A time of fellowship
wuh_ the graduates was enjoyed after the
service. (Vi Fleck, reporter.)

CALGARY, AB. Twenty-three persons
were baptized this year at Brentview
Baptist Church. These, and quite a
number more, have joined the Brent-
view Church.

The_ Naomi Guild has catered the
receptions of the many young couples
who have been married this year,

‘O.ne Sunday evening, the unique
ministry in drama by the Covenant
Players from California was refreshing
and inspirational. The Parschayer Trio
and their father presented g2 lovely
musical program another Sunday,

Brentview honored all graduates of
high school, university and college with
a banquet at which Prof. Willy Muller,
N.A.B. College was the guest speaker.
(Linda Ohlhauser, reporter.)

BANFF, AB. About 530 women at-
tended the 21st Alberta Baptist Wom-
en’s Retreat, May 12-14, at Banff
Springs Hotel. Our guest speaker, Mrs.
Betty Hagey, Cambridge ON, gave us
repeated challenges from the Word and
referred to her personal experiences.
“Without the battles there is no victory;
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without victory there is no peace,”’ was
her theme.

Mrs. Jeanine Weick of .Iapan_was ef-
fervescent in sharing- concerning the
rightful postion she gives her husband
and family in her time, as well as an
abundance of labor for God through
her theme.

Mrs. Marlis  Lemke, Cameroon,
shared in a warm, beautiful and_ honest
style: ““It is true sacrifice when it really
hurts.”” We are convinced Marlis’ gift is
hospitality. (Gloria Kokot, reporter.)

PLEVNA, MT. The Baptist Youth
Fellowship of Plevna Baptist Church
held a senior banquet on May 13 honor-
ing three graduates. The mpthers ‘(‘)f the
youth served the banquet dmnq. Step-
ping Over the Edge,”" a film, was
shown.

On Mother’s Day, in the afternoon,
the youth presented a special program
honoring their mothers.

The film, ““The Evening,”” was shown
following a pancake and sausage supper
sponsored by the B.Y.F. on April 8.

Mrs. Walter Klempel was guest
speaker at the annual spring banquet
sponsored by the Ladies’ Mission Circle
on May 6. The Mission Circle and
Men’s Fellowship presented a play dur-
ing the evening service on Easter Sun-
day. (Paula Fuchs, reporter.)

FMERY, SD. The members of First
Baptist Church experienced joy on
Easter Sunday morning, as the children
brought their Laura Reddig Easter Of-
fering banks to the front altar, where
they presented their contributions,
amounting to $45.00, to the church of-
fering, resulting in a total sum of
$2,249.30.

LAM THE

The last two weeks in April were des-
ignated ‘‘Honor Our Senior Citizens’
Week.”” The purpose was to expand the
circles of fellowship within the church
family. Twenty-three homes extended
invitations to more than 80 senior
citizen members (age 65 or over) for a
meal and a time of fellowship. Visits
were made to those members who were
unable to leave their homes.

On May 8 a total of 300 new church

hymnals, The New Church Hymnal,
were dedicated. The choir sang two
numbers from the hymnal. Our pastor,
the Rev. C. Hiatt, offered the dedica-
tion prayer.

In the evening, a farewell service was
held for Lucille Wipf, missionary. She
left for Japan on May 16 after a fur-
lough spent in deputation visits and time
with her family in Emery. (Mrs. Otto
Bleeker, reporter.)

RIDGEWOOD, NY. It was with sad-
ness Ridgewood Baptist Church as-
sembled on May 22 to wish Godspeed to
five of our faithful members who will
leave New York for friends and relatives
in distant communities.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Kosik, who have
been members almost 40 years, joined
their children in Denver, CO. The
Kosiks were active in the diaconate,
Sunday school, women’s organizations
and choirs.

Words of tribute to Mrs. Ethel Miller
and her daughter, Judith, were given,
citing their service in the Sunday school,
women’s organizations, and choir, siﬂf.‘e
the erection of our present building in
1925.

Our organist for the past 50 years,
Mrs. Hilmar Ross, retired to Florida.
Her standard of excellence was reflected
in the choirs and musical programs, as
well as her being a faithful leader in rh.c
Women’s Missionary Socicty and a di-
rector of the N.A.B. Home for Women
in N.Y.C. The Rev. Alphonz Lamprecht
is pastor of the church. (Marion von
Ahnen, reporter.)

BURLINGTON, ON. The Pineland
Baptist Church celebrated its 11th an-
niversary, May 28-29, 1977. Following
an anniversary supper, we were priv-
ileged to have as our guest speaker,
Charles ““Tremendous Jones, a world-
wide known motivational lecturer and
consultant. His enthusiasm for Christ
was an inspiration for all, and many
adult commitments were made as he
presented  “‘Life’s Three Great Decl-
sions.”’

The anniversary activities concluded
with an evening of sacred music pre-
sented by the church’s two choirs and a
teen group, ‘‘Jesus Express.’’

We thank God for the leadership of
our pastors, the Rev. Walter Kerber and
the Rev. Arlo Grenz. (Mrs. Karen
Grenz, reporter.)

STARTUP, WA. Startup Baptist
Church was host to the N.A.B. College
Choristers, May 9. A potluck dinner
was served to the Choristers, friends,
and members of the church before the
program. (Pat Griffin, reporter.)

ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI. The choir of
Bethel Baptist Church presented the
musical, ““This Is Love,” from a 25
foot “‘living cross.”” The 34-voice choir,
along with the organ, piano, two trom-
bones, flute and oboe, presented the
program (o the congregation on Palm
Sunday evening and again to our
N.A.B. churches in the area for the
united Good Friday service. Our sanc-
tuary was filled to overflowing with 684
in attendance.

Our pastor, the Rev. Kenneth C. Fen-
ner, reminded us of the symbolism of
the colors which were used on the cross
(black drapes, white trim, red carpet).
At the close of the program the choir
members lit candles. When the entire
cross was lit, the choir sang ‘‘Because
He Lives,”” and the congregation joined
on the chorus. (Ruth Gerber, reporter.)

LETHBRIDGE, AB. The Rev. Erwin
Kelbert accepted our call to become
pastor of Bethany Baptist Church. With
his wife, Lilly, and their two children,
they have blessed us since arriving from
Edmonton. The installation service was
held May 8. Prof. W. Miller, N.A.B.C.,
was guest speaker. Representatives from
different churches also extended greet-
ings: Grace and Temple Baptist
Churches, Medicine Hat; Temple Ba.p-
tist Church, Calgary; and Grace Baptist
Church, Kelowna. Special numbers were
brought by the choir and yvoung people.

Rev, Kanwischer, our interim pastor
for eight months, was present. We love
and appreciate him for the work he did
with us. An appreciation and farewell
evening was held for him on May L.

On June 12 we celebrated the church’s
25th anniversary. (Mrs. E. Serfas, re-
porter.)

IMEmoriam

BERTHA BESELT, born in Wolhynien, Poland, Dec |
1896, died in St. Joseph, MI, May 13, 1977. In 1908 she im-
migrated to Michigan. In 1914 she married Henry Bahp,
who died in 1944, In 1949 she married Albert Beselt, wyo
died in 1968, In her adult years she accepted Christ as per
Savior, was baptized, and became a member of Clay Streer
Baptist Church and later of Oakridge Baptist. She witnessed
of what the Lord had done for her. She memorized many
Seripture passages and over 150 hymns which she referred (o
in her time of suffering. Survivors include five children:
Dorothy Brink, Lydia Brown, Ronald Bahm, Walter Bahm,
and Gordon Bahm; four stepchildren, 13 grandchildren, and
7 great-grandchildren. The funeral service was held May 16
with the Rev. Oscar Fritzke officiating.

MARIAN HANSON, 96, Milwaukee, WI, died May 18,
1977. She was born Feb. 7, 1881, at Neenah, WI. On Oct.
16, 1901, she marricd James Anton Hanson. Two sons, Nor-
man and Ray, were born, both of whom preceded her in
death. She accepted Christ in her youth and was baptized. In
the 1940s she moved to Milwaukee and joined Bethany Bap-
tist Church. She sang in the choir, was a faithful member,
and participated in the Women's Missionary Society. She is
survived by two daughters-in-law: Mrs. Alice Hanson,
Detroit, MI, and Mrs. Jean Hanson, Milwaukee, WI; one
sister-in-law, Mrs. Ella Olson; 4 grandsons; 10 great-
grandchildren, and numerous other relatives and friends. The
memorial service was conducted by the pastor, the Rev.
James A. Schacher.

FREDRICH HOFFMAN, 88, of Calgary, AB, died May 19,
1977. He was born in Roumania May 3, 1889, and came to
Trochu, AB, in 1909. He accepted Christ, was baptized in
1922, and became a member of Trochu Baptist Church. He
moved to Calgary in 1950 and became a member of Grace
Baptist Church. He is survived by his wife, Minnie; one
daughter, Verena Schmidt, three granddaughters; son-in-law,
Ernest; one brother, John; stepsister, Susan; and one half
sister in Germany. The Rev. Remple, former Trochu pastor,
and the Rev. Ed Klingenberg officiated at the service.

BEVERLY L. KECK was born Nov. 6, 1944, and died May
1, 1977. Beverly was a member of Startup Baptist Church,
Startup, WA. She leaves her husband, Donald; children,
LaLani and Dean; her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel
Renchler, Sultan, and her parents-in-law, Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob Keck, Startup.

JACOB QUASCHNIK, 82, son of William and Sophie
Weixel Quaschnik, was born near Herreid, SD, March 19,
1895, and died May 7, 1977. Mr. Quaschnik served in the
U.S. Army in World War I, Following that he operated a
cream station in Herreid, after which he was employed by
Soo Line Railroad, until his retirement in 1960. Mr.
Quaschnik married Margaret Bischke Dec. 22, 1918. Three
sons and two daughters were born to this marriage. Mr.
Quaschnik accepted Christ as his Savior, was baptized and
joined Herreid Baptist Church on June 22, 1924, He is sur-
vived by his wife, one son, one daughter, four grandchil-
dren, one great-grandchild, one brother, and two sisters. The
memorial service was held on May 11, 1977; the Rev. Ed-
ward Kopf, officiated.

FRED STROHSCHEIN, born May 20, 1895, in Wetaskiwin,
AB, died May 18, 1977. In 1920 he married Della Krause. As
a young man he accepted Christ, was baptized and joined
First German Church, Wetaskiwin, (Calvary Baptist). He
was a faithful and active church member, serving as a trustee
and for more than 25 years as deacon. He served as a trustee
on the C.T.I. Board. He will be deeply missed by his wife,
Della; son and daughter-in-law, the Rev. Allan and Bernice
Strohschein, Minneapolis, MN; daughter and son-in-law, the
Rev. Charles and Audrey Littman, St. Joseph, MI; three
grandchildren; and three brothers. Pastor Larry Parker and
Dr. E. P. Wahl officiated at the funeral service, May 23,
1977.

DANIEL W. WALTERS, born Feb. 14, 1921, at Morris,
MB, and died June 4, 1977. At the age of 16 he accepted the
Lord as his personal Savior, was baptized by the Rev. E.
Mittelstedt, and became a member of Emmanuel Baptist
Church. He served in various capacities as Sunday school
superintendent, Sunday school teacher, and trustee, and the
choir. In 1945 Dan married Thabea Schatz. In 1960 the
family moved to Winnipeg, MB. They became charter mem-
bers of Grant Park Baptist Church, where Dan served as
Sunday school superintendent, deacon, and was active in the
choir. In 1968 the family moved to Edmonton, AB. They
became charter members of Greenfield Baptist Church,
where he served as deacon, trustee, Sunday school superin-
tendent, and usher. He is survived by his beloved wife,
Thabea; two sons: Gordon, Vancouver, BC, and Milton, Ed-
monton; one brother, Reinhold; four sisters: Lena Paschke,
Elsic Edel, Mina Zilkie, and Amy Edel; five brothers-in-law;
three sisters-in-law; nieces, nephews, and a host of friends.

residents as the objective.

ment through to its operational stages.
Desirable qualifications:

3. a basic knowledge of accounting

Salary:

R2E 0B9, CANADA

MEADOWOOD MANOR
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
Invites applications for the position of
ADMINISTRATOR

Meadowood Manor is presently under construction in St. Vital. The development is expected
to be completed before December 31 and will include two adjoining buildings which will house
90 personal care units and 90 elderly persons housing units.

The administrator is the chief executive officer and is directly responsible to the Board of
Directors for the effective and efficient operation of the total complex with thoughtful care of

This is a challenging opportunity for the right person to join us now and follow the develop-

1. formal training in health care administration
2. administrative experience at a senior level

4. good communication skills (knowledge of the German language would be an asset)

Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience.
Please submit full resume to: Dr. G. Schroth, 2288 Henderson Hwy., Winnipeg, Manitoba,
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GCommumnicati
by Adolph Braun

A LETTER TO CHURCH MEMBERS

o
1]

A large percentage of the members of
a church in Illinois were conspicuous by
their absence, so the church board de-
cided that it was time to do something
about it. The following letter was sent
to the entire church membership, with a
result in a 56 percent increase in atten-
dance and support.

““Dear Church Member: This is to no-
tify you that all church members will be
required to attend Sunday services at
least twice each month, from now on.
Registration will be taken each Sunday
morning to determine which names re-
main in good standing as active mem-
bers of the church. Unless you have
some legitimate reason for not attend-
ing, you will not be permitted to remain
on the roll as an active member, if you
are not really active in your support of
the church.

“‘It may be that this requirement may
anger some of you. We feel that it will
not anger anyone who is already active
in the church, or who knows he or she
should be. If you, who are inactive, are
angered enough so that you withdraw
your membership and become active in
another church, a great step forward
will be taken. If you simply withdraw
your membership and remain inactive,
no ground will have been lost, and the
Kingdom of God will not have been
weakened, since you were inactive be-
fore anyway. Your own need may even
become clearer to you.

““The challenges of this century are
far too great for the church to permit
false statements of loyalty from its ‘so-
called’ members. We say then to you
what we feel God may be saying to the
churches of this day, ‘shape up or ship
out’. Read Rev, 3:15 through 16.”

Isn’t it a shame that some church
members are far more faithful to clubs
or ]Pdges, than they are to the body of
Christ. 1 say, “‘Praise the Lord’ for
such a church board who displays such
concern and conviction for the true
body of Christ. [J

The Rev. Adolph Braun is the pastor of
Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, CA.
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newshvies

WELSH BAPTISTS QUESTION
COUNCIL RELATIONSHIPS

ABERYSYWYTH (EBPS)—The
Council of the Welsh Baptist Union has
questioned the Union’s relationship with
the Welsh Council of Churches, espe-
cially the member groups who have
covenanted for complete Union in the
future.

Congregationalists and Baptists, al-
though members of the Council, have
not committed themselves to the cove-
nant, while Anglicans, Presbyterians
and Methodists have done so.

The matter has become more pressing
recently since the majority of the
Church Council had decided to appoint
a full-time Secretary, stipulating that the
person appointed was also to serve and
further the ends of the churches which
had covenanted for total union. Welsh
Baptists, although in favour of creating
the staff position, will not support the
appointment if it is to be joined with
the complete union question.

INSTEAD QF GIFTS

Young people in the Netherlands
showed a beautiful spirit of sacrifice
when they heard the Baptist World Alli-
ance needed funds to send 5000 Bibles
into Romania. Some couples planning
marriage asked their friends to omit the
customary gifts to the bride and groom,
and instead to make contributions to the
Bible fund. At least one couple went
further by asking guests at their wed-
ding to give an offering for the Bibles.

NOW ... AT LAST ...

The course you have walted forl
The Wary Jo Woore
Plans (Cource

“With a Song in My Heart"”

N

A complete course for piano based on
the old hymn tunes. Play hymns from
the very first lesson. Price: $16.50 for
the five-volume course. Complete sat-
isfaction or your money promptly
refunded. Satisfied customers in 60
countries. Books may be purchased
individually. Free brochure available
upon request. Order from:

Mary Jo Moore

DEPT. BH, 286 POLAND AVENUE
STRUTHERS, OHIO 44471
(Ohlo residents add 4% sales tax)

NEW TESTAMENT IN HEBREW

A new contemporary Hebrew lan-
guage translation of the New Testament
has been published under the auspices
of the Israeli branch of the United Bible
Society in Jerusalem. Among the schol-
ars involved in the project were Dr.
Robert Lindsey, head of the Baptist
Convention in Israel.

Persons participating in the Estate Planning Workshop held in Oakbrook Terrace, IL July 7-8, were
(clockwise) Robert Ihrie (back to camera), attorney, Grosse Pointe, MI; J.C. Gunst, Lodi, CA, and
Alfred Weisser, Sioux Falls, SD, estate planning counselors; Robert Mayforth, comptroller; Connie
Salios, associate secretary for stewardship; W.D. Dachtler, Abilene, KS; Larry Bienert, Portland, OR,
estate planning counselor; John Binder, stewardship and communications secretary; G.K. Zimmer-
man, executive secretary, and Everett Barker, associate secretary for estate planning.

L

iwhai’s happening )

B Rev. Ted Faszer has been appointed
instructor in Christian Education and
Music at North American Baptist Semi-
nary, Sioux Falls, SD, beginning
September 1, 1977.

B Rev. Samuel Ngum of Cameroon is
a student at North American Baptist
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, for the
1977-78 academic year. He was formerly
the executive secretary of the Cameroon

Baptist Convention.

B Mr. Erwin Kelbert accepted the call
of Bethany Baptist Church, Lethbridge,
AB. He began his ministry May 8, 1977.
He is a 1977 graduate of North Ameri-
can Baptist College, Theological Depart-
ment, Edmonton, AB.

B The Rev. Jim Arends was ordained
into the Christian ministry May 29,
1977, by First Baptist Church, George,

IA.

B The Rev. Harvey Friez was ordained
into the Christian ministry by First Bap-
tist Church, Durham, KS, on May 15,

1977.

B The Rev. Douglas Kellough was or-
dained June 12, 1977. He is the pastor
of Bethel Baptist Church, Prince

Rupert, BC.

B The Rev. Donald Paschke accepted
the call of Melville Baptist Church,
Melville, SK, effective Aug. !, 1977. He
previously served First Baplist Church,

Eurcka, SD, from 1975-77.

W The Rev. Fred W. Pahl resigned
from the pastorate of Wieseml_tal Bap-
tist Church, Millet, AB, effective June
30. 1977. He has moved to I\!analmq.
Bé, where he plans to engage in pulpit

supply work.

W Miss Linda Ebel accepled' the po-
sition of church staff co-ordinator at
Lakeshore Baptist Church, Steyensvullc,
MI. effective July 1, 1977. She isa 19?7
gra‘dua:e of the North American Baptist
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD.

W The Rev. Robert Brown accepted the
call to become pastor of Mountain Vaf:\v
Baptist Church, Spearfish, SD, effective
Aug. 21, 1977. Since 1972 he had seryed
as youth pastor at Napier Parkview
Baptist Church, Benton Harbor, MI.

B The Rev. Lloyd Kresier resign_cd
from the pastorate of Temple Baptist
Church, Leduc, AB, effective April 30,
1977,

B Dayspring Baptist Church is the
name chosen for the church extension
work in Maple Grove, MN, where the
Rev. David Wick is the pastor.

B The Rev. Eduard Hornbacher died
April 25, 1977, in Germany, where he
had lived after his retirement from the
Christian ministry in several North
American Baptist churches.

B Dr. Samuel J. Mikolaski has ac-
cepted the presidency of Columbia Bible
Institute, Clearbrook, BC, effective
Sept. 1, 1977. He resigned from his
position as professor of Historical
Theology and Christian Heritage, which
he has held at North American Baptist
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, since 1974.

B Tri-Community Baptist Church is
the name chosen for the newly estab-
lished church extension project in Elk
Grove Village, IL, where the Rev. Mar-
vin Busenius is pastor.

B The Rev. Bert Itterman resigned as
pastor of First Baptist Church, George,
1A, effective Aug. 24, 1977. He has
been pastor there since 1970. He will be
residing in Sioux Falls, SD.

B Leland Bertsch accepted the call to
be pastor of Temple Baptist Church,
Swan River, MB, effective Sept. 18, 1977,
He is a 1977 graduate of North American
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD.

B Mr. Perry Schnabel has accepted the
pastorate of First Baptist Church, Mer-
cer, ND, effective August 1. Mr.
Schnabel is a 1977 graduate of North
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls,
SD.

B The Rev. Terry Chrisope has re-
signed as pastor of Redeemer Baptist
Church, Columbus, NE, effective Au-
gust 15. He has served there since
1975. He plans to continue his studies.

B Mr. Norris Helms has joined the
church staff of Sunkist Baptist Church,
Anaheim, CA. He previously served as
assistant to the pastor at Redeemer Bap-
tist Church, Warren, MI.

B The Rev. David Rapske has resigned
as youth pastor of Grace Baptist
Church, Grand Forks, ND, to further
his studies at North American Baptist
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, in Septem-
ber.

B The Canora Baptist Church, SK, is
worshipping with  Ebenezer Baptist
Church, SK.

W The Rev. Arthur Fischer has re-
signed from the pastorate of Berlin Bap-
tist Church, Fredonia, ND, effective
Sept. 30, 1977. He plans to retire in
Linton, ND. He was pastor of the Ber-
lin church since 1970. He has faithfully
served churches in our N.A.B. Con-
ference since 1935.

B Mr. Robert Coombe is the assistant
pastor at Riverview Baptist Church,
West St. Paul, MN.

B The Bethany Baptist Church,
Regina, SK, held its last service Sunday,
June 26, 1977. The church has voted to
disband.

B The Rev. Paul Meister has accepted
the call to Pilgrim Baptist Church, Phil-
adelphia, PA, effective Sept. 1, 1977. He
has served as pastor of Hillcrest Baptist
Church, Cleveland, OH, since 1971.

B The Rev. Eugene Thompson of Al-
toona, 1A, is the new pastor of Grace
Baptist Church, Sheffield, IA. He began
his ministry there July 3, 1977.

B Dr. Robert Schreiber has accepted
the call as pastor of North Highlands
Baptist Church, Dallas, TX, effective
August 15. He had been pastor of Trin-
ity Baptist Church, Portland, OR, since
1966.

B Mr. Edward Schellenberg, 1977
graduate of North American Baptist
College, Edmonton, AB, has accepted
the call to join the pastoral staff of the
Ebenezer-Canora Baptist Church, Ebe-
nezer, SK, effective June 1977. The
Rev. Wes Andrei is the senior pastor.

First Baptist Church
Minitonas, Manitoba
recently produced a record
of their various musical
talents

SING-A-SONG

Price: $6.00 (plus postage)
Order from:
First Baptist Church
Box 278
Minitonas, MB ROL 1G0
Canada
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A Small
Group

With
A Big Task

The General Council held its annual sessions
in Oakbrook Terrace, June 16-18. One of the
many decisions made during these days was
“that the permanent motto of the North
American Baptist Conference be ‘Reconciling
the World Through Christ’ and that the
themes for the work of North American Bap-
tists be: 1977—Priorities for a Worthy Fu-
ture; 1978—Priorities for Discipling; 1979—
Priorities for Serving.”’

Let’s therefore look at the world in order
to discover where we are and what the future
seems Lo hold. The days ahead are filled with
great challenges and opportunities for God’s
people. On the other hand, our world has be-
come such a complex place that only God
understands the whole system.

Population growth on the North American
Continent and other continents, population
shift, a global-system perspective, and chang-
ing family styles—these and other issues will
have far-reaching effects on North American
Baptists in the next 25 years. It is important
not to subscribe to a **doomsday’’ theory of
man’s future; even though there are many
discouraging elements and facts that alarm
us.

Pc_)pulation growth is at the top of the list
of discouraging signs. Last year, for example,
the population passed the four billion mark.
While the current growth rate of 1.9 percent
may not seem high in itself, when it is ap-
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pligd to the world’s population, it represents
an increase of 204,932 people per day. At this
rate the world’s population will grow by the
number of people in the U.S.’s population in
only three years. Current studies expect the
world’s population to increase to 6.25 billion
by the year 2000. This means that in only 23
years the world will be inhabited by 58 per-
cent more people. Practically this means that
there will be four more people per square
mile in North America, while South Asia’s
growth will result in 140 more persons per
square mile.

A United Nations official from India re-
_cenlly stated: ““To cope with the population
increase, India needs to build 1,000 new
schoolrooms every day from now on for the
next 20 years, 1,000 new hospital wards, and
10,000 houses every day for the next 20
years.”” The same official reported that in In-
dia “‘the availability of food per capita has
not increased since 1936 and actually de-
creased in the last decade.”

According to the words of our Lord, feed-
ing, clothing, helping, teaching, preaching,
discipling—all have to go hand in hand in
order to fulfill God’s directive. How will we
meet the challenge? Consider another projec-
tion. Al the present rate of energy consump-
tion, 3.5% per year, U.S.’s energy consump-
tion doubles every 20 years. Five percent of
the world consumes 20 percent of the world’s
coal, 30 percent of its oil, and 49 percent of
its natural gas. Can we truly call ourselves
faithful stewards, or are we blind to the
needs around the world? What we need is
pride in saving and conserving and a concern
for future generations.

Population shift in terms of mobility,
growth and related problems will affect
North American Baptists, as they will the rest
of society. Demographers predict that the
three largest urban regions will account for
one half of the U.S. population by the year
2,000. The largest will remain the Atlantic
Seaboard, followed by the Lower Great
Lakes and California. Florida and Arizona
will more than double. This observation is
important for the Church Extension Depart-
ment,

Although many external factors can alter
the expected development, it is good to listen
to what the experts have to say about future
developments.

“Priorities for a Worthy Future” is a chal-
lenging theme. One of our immediate priori-
ties may be to more rapidly open up our min-
istry to Latin Americans in U.S. or to Indian
people in British Columbia. Very few Euro-
peans have immigrated to the U.S. during
this decade, and only about 100,000 Africans
have come, compared to 2.1 million Asians
and 4.3 million (!) Latin Americans.

This is not the place to suggest programs
and changes. However, looking once more at
our motto, I feel compelled to urge all lead-
ers and members of the North American Bap-
tist Conference to be alert to matters such as
stewardship (waste and over-consumption),
cooperation (conflict and competition), inter-
generational planning, interdependence, re-
sponsible parenthood and race relations.

With God’s help and in the name of Jesus
we want to find our priorities for a worthy,
though changing future, and then act cou-
rageously, knowing that “‘He’s got the whole
world in His hand.” RJK [

DpEn
dlogue

Dear Editor:

I am upset over the new way of spell-
ing ‘‘Baptist Herald.”” I for one, cannot
read it, and several friends have said the
same. | have taken the ‘‘Herald’’ for
years and do enjoy it. Marie Eisemann,
Philadelpha, PA

Dear Editor:

Re: Ron Booth's article ‘““What Chris-
tian Kids Don’'t Tell Their Parents”
(Youth Scene, May issue). My findings
(after working with “‘kids” for years as
a school teacher) are, that my ‘‘kids”
who ‘‘hold things back™ from telling
their parents, have not really had a
sincere experience with God. They trust
their immature peers more, any day,
than they’ll trust God’s Word, their
parents or their pastor!

Oh yes, 1 know what you teeners will
say. The same things you said when
Ron Booth was listening in: no one lis-
tens to you or sits down to discuss
things with you; no one understands or
believes you, least of all your old
fashioned, modest parents (!); no one
knows and understands what terrific
pressure you live with from the ungodly
class mates; no one believes there is any
good in you in spite of the fact that you
know you are just as good or better
than the average kid. “‘Our elders see
only the mistakes we make and hold
these up to us, but they never see their
own mistakes and shortcomings and the
despicable example they set for us
kids.”

Do you know (1) that self pity can
destroy all initiative in people especially
teen-agers who then become whining,
back-biting, lack-luster brooders? (2) Do
you know that your fathers’ and moth-
ers’ parents had much less time to spend
with your parents than your parents
spend on you? Your grandparents were
tied down to hard work from before
dawn to near midnight with work that
just had to be done, or else great priva-
tions would have been the result. (3) Do
you know that the pressures that faced
your parents in their teen years were not
one bit less hard and confusing to them
than are your pressures, to you, today?
(4) Comparatively speaking, there were
no less poor example setters in your
parents’ teen years than there are in

yours. But in many of these cases the
teen became the good example setters
from which the poorer-example- set-
ting-parents could profit greatly . . . yet
the teen never once ‘“‘crowed’ about
their success as example-setters-to-
parents, to anyone ever, and especially
never, never to their poor unlearned
parents. That was real chivalry. And
God blessed those sincere young Chris-
tians mightily. (God never lets a genu-
inely good deed go unrewarded.) (5)
Why do you suppose do parents criticize
their children? Surely, you do not ex-
pect your parents to praise your half-
way decent and or your slipshod jobs?
You learn through criticism. It is an art,
a valuable art to accept criticism as a
form of instruction. Only the fool re-
fuses to accept instruction (criticism),
God’s word says, and that is an invalu-
able fact. (6) If no one believes there is
anything good in you, then there is all
the more reason why you should spare
no effort, through diligence and faithful
workmanship, to prove to yourself and
everyone else that there is good in you.
(7) There is no problem too big or too
complicated, but that the Holy Scripture
(God) can solve to your very best ad-
vantage. But you will have to sincerely
want to solve it. Most teen-age problems
stem from the fact that they do not real-
ly want to solve it. They are afraid God
will solve it His way, so they keep
dangling on the ‘‘half-way ropes,”
committing themselves neither way.
They are ‘reluctant to drop their
worldly-wise companions (peers) who
have thoroughly brainwashed them re-
garding God, church-going-Christians,
morals, manners, parents and freedom.
Of course church-going Christians are
all, at best, only sinners saved by God’s
grace: and as long as they live they will
make mistakes (same as all teen-agers
will). There is none that is good, not
one person. But your elders (because_of
their experience and mature reasoning
power) can more casily see and make
good the errors of their own, and they
will try to prevent their kids from mak-
ing the same mistakes. o
What the “‘worldly-wise companions
did not tell the kids about their irre-
sponsible “‘freedom’ is that it is spel]led
“S.L-A-V-E-R-Y,”" because _almos[ in-
variably addiction is the pricc tag on
their freedom. And addiction mvar_lqbly
leads to suffering, sickness, ostracizing,
loneliness, hatreds, fighting, gutter life
and death. And if it were not for the
wonderful love and grace of God, there
would be no hope of salvation for those
poor "halt‘-way—mpc-hangcrs" who ]3[11
their trust in their sin-ridden peers, 1n-
stead of in God and his Word and in
their parents. After they are in the mess,
the next sin Satan hands these kids is:
“Your parents are to blame, not you.

And the ““drowning’ kid *‘grasps at the
straw,’”’ and blames ‘‘the hand that lov-
ingly cared for him’ all his early life
(1), instead of his own unworthiness.
Adam did the same when he reaped the
wages of sin (blamed Eve, the woman
God gave him!); Eve did the same,
when she blamed the snake for her own
disobedience to God.

Obedience to God and your parents
will keep you out of trouble and on the
right track. Of course, parents do make
mistakes (they are only human, like
you), but God makes no mistakes. And
if you are clever enough to see your
parents’ mistakes, you should also be
clever enough to avoid doing the same
mistakes and not hold your parents’
(human) weaknesses against them, but
show them by more love and better be-
havior (not by words), that they were
wrong. Hiding your own sins behind
someone else’s sins is an age-old gim-
mick of the cowardly, unrepentant,
hard-boiled creature who finds himself
deep in Satan’s power, and it is the
highest time to make an about turn. If
you are sincere, God is right there to
help you out of the Constrictor’s grasp.
But you must want to be freed. Ida
Hoffman, Morris, MB.

Dear Editor:

May I commend you for printing the
Youth Scene article: ““What Christian
Kids Don’t Tell Their Parents (May
issue). As parents, we tend to assume
that our children will come to us with
all their problems and questions. This is
the ideal situation and we should cer-
tainly try to conduct our lives and
homes in such a manner so that our
children will neither be embarrassed nor
afraid to come to us. But as a member
of the teaching profession for over
twenty years, | know that there are
times when students want to talk with
an adult other than their parents. They
may be seeking advice; perhaps asking
for an opinion on a decision already
made; or maybe, just the desire to be
able to openly discuss their point of
view with another individual.

Many parents, be they Christian or
not, have perhaps forgotten what young
people can be confronted with on a
daily basis. Peer pressure and the desire
to be accepted has always been present.
But today’s standards of morality and
behavior are very different—than when
we went to school. Too often they are
contrary to what the Bible and most
churches teach. And, like most students,
the Christian teen-ager has questions. If
he is unable to receive frank and honest
answers to these questions; if he cannot
openly discuss any subject with his
parents, then he will turn elsewhere. Let
the church be there offering the oppor-

tuni‘ty_for such rap sessions with adult
C_‘hnsuans present as part of the discus-
sion group. Too often in the past,
adults were excluded from such sessions,
and as such, the so called “‘generation
gap’’ evolved.

Personally, I believe that all Chris-
tians are one in the body of Christ.
With that common denominator, plus
the honesty to ask questions, the will-
ingness to seek solutions, and the belief
that the Bible can offer help and an-
swers, no topic for discussion should be
prohibited. Beatrice Scroggin, Chicago,
IL.

Dear Editor:

Many thanks for the wide horizons
and the healing outreach of the “‘Baptist
Herald.”

The report about Russia in the Ger-
man insert “‘Der Sendbote’ is engaging
by the things left unsaid yet surmisable.

It’s altogether an event to meet the
monthly and embrace it with my eyes
and heart and mind. Helmut Dymmel,
Salem, OR

GROW BY GOALS
(Continued from page 23)

fering some training for their
teachers; (6) beginning a systema-
tic visitation which took mem-
bers into every home where they
had discovered a prospect; (7) to
increase the force of their visi-
tation, they began also a bus
ministry. Each of these seven ac-
tions was in part motivated and
inspired by their goal: to reach
an attendance of 40. So make
plans for reaching your goals,
and work your plans. No plan
works—you must work the plan,
5. Keep atit. [J

EBENEZER
BAPTIST
CHURCH

OF VANCOUVER, BC

will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of its founding,

Oct. 7-9, 1977

(Canada's Thanksgiving weekend)

The Anniversary Committee and
the members of the Church
extend a cordial invitation to all
former members and friends to
join us in celebrating this happy
occasion.
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NEW FILMSTRIP

JOY
IN SERVICE

An up-to-date audiovisual presentation
about the White Cross ministry. This
loving and indispensable service by
the Woman’s Missionary Fellowship is
an interesting and inspiring story of
the medical services North American
Baptists are providing in Cameroon
and Nigeria. Cassette and filmstrip, 14
minutes. Rental, $2.00. Purchase,
$10.00.

ORDER FORM

Showing date:
(Order at least three weeks in advance of showing date.)

Send to:

Address

City

State/Prov.

»>0ORDER FROM:

Communications Department

North American Baptist Conference

1 S. 210 Summit Ave.

Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, IL 60181
»CANADIAN CHURCHES ORDER FROM:

North American Baptist College

23 Ave., 115 St,, R.R. 3

Edmonton, AB, T6H 4N7

Baptists
And The
American
Experience

Edited by James E. Wood, Jr.

This book is a valuable contribution to the understand-
ing of the continuing role of Baptists in the American
national experience. The full text of each lecture
prepared for delivery at the National Bicentennial Con-
vocation sponsored by the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs was compiled in one hardbound volume,
Subjects of lectures include:
—Baptists, Liberty and the American
Revolution
—Baptists and Human Rights in the American
Experience
—The Interaction of Church and Nation at
Home and Abroad
—Religious Liberty and Public Policy
—Out of Many, One: Baptist Pluralism and
Unity
Distinguished Authors Include:
Gardner Taylor
Charles G. Adams
G. Hugh Wamble
C. Welton Gaddy
C. Emmanuel Carlson
Frank H. Woyke

Price: $16.50

Order from your local bookstore or from
Judson Book Store, Valley Forge, PA 19481 .




