


The North American Baptist Seminary 
1979 January Courses for Christian Workers 

TERM A- JANUARY 2·12, 1979 

The 1979 January Term offers a variety of stimulating courses, both on and off cam· 
pus, designed to assist ministers in their effectiveness to their local congregations. 

Daily on-campus schedule for the four week program of cont i nuing education calls 
for lectures and workshops each day. Afternoons and evenings are kept open fo r per· 
sonal st udy, informal discussions, sermon preparation and individual research. The 
schedule may vary slightly depending on the course. 

Participants are free to elect up to two of the eleven courses offered. 

W 149 SPIRITUAL AND RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS IN AGING (1·1'12 sem. hrs.) 
A research seminar on the biblical and theological perspect ives of aging, and how 
these relate to the spiri tual well-being o f older people and to the ·programs of 
religious education thal the church should provide for and wi th them. 

Dr. Floyd Moore 

B 140 BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY (Jan. 8·12) (1·1 V2 sem. hrs.) 
Survey of the methods and important sites of archaeology in the Holy Land to assist 
students in interpreting the Bible in lighl of its historical and current context. 

Dr. Lee McDonald & 
Dr. J. Gordon Harris 

W 453 ASSERTION WITHOUT HOSTILITY (1·1 V2 sem. hrs.) 
Workshop related to the development of a meaningful assertive lifestyle. Individual 
participants will be able to evaluate their personal assertion skills and develop new 
patterns for functioning in personal relationships or as models for others. 

Ms. Marge Trankle 

W 545 MEXICAN MISSION ACTION STUDY (1· 1 V2 sem. hrs.) 
On-si te observation and parlicipation in mission activity and missions in the Rio 
Grande Valley of Southern Texas and Mexico to provide a firsthand encounter 10 
sludents considering mission service and to pastors and olher Christian leaders con· 
cerned about mission promotion in lhe local church. 

The Reverend George Lang 

W 259 PASTORAL CARE THROUGH PREACHING (1·1 '/2 sem. hrs.) 
A course on pastoral care from the pulpit developed through the identification of 
basic pastoral concerns of the human career and designing sermons 10 minister to 
them. Models o f supportive preaching will be examined to gain 1ns1ght into the hom1· 
letical concerns of the course. 

The Reverend Herbert Dickerson 

TERM B- JANUARY 15·26, 1979 

B 144 INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS IN BIBLICAL TEACHINGS 
AND PSYCHOLOGY 

( 1· 1 Vi sem. hrs.) 
A learning experience in interpersonal dynamics, integrating the insights of b iblical 
theology and actualizing psychology to help the participant learn how to form 
wholesome personal relationships and to function effectively in them as a minister o f 
Jesus Christ. 

Dr. Wayne Peterson 

W 755 ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, AND OTHER COMMON REACTIONS 
(Jan. 15·19) (1·1 Vi sem. hrs.) 

The etiology symptoms and treatment of anxiety, depression. and other common 
reactions such as paranoia and phobias. 

Dr. Marvin Faust 

W 335 MULTIPLE CHURCH STAFF (1·1 '12 sem. hrs.) 
Seminar on building a multiple church staff into a coordinated team for a more eflec· 
tive ministry in the church and communi ty. The basic principles are equally relevant 
for the pastor and the lay leadership. 

Dr. Roy Seibel. 
The Reverend Wayne Bibleheimer. 
Dr. Ken Fischer 

B 141 BIBLE LAND STUDY TOUR (Jan. 6·26 or 27) (1·1 V2 sem. hrs.) 
A concentrated sludy tour of the lands where the Christian faith and western civi liza· 
tion originated. including on-site study in Israel and other lands of the Bible. Daily in· 
depth instruction offered by professors of lhis seminary and/or those of the American 
lnsti l ute of Holy Land S:udies. 

Dr. J. Gordon Harris. 
Dr. Lee McDonald, 
Dr. Ralph Powell 

W 242 CREATIVE COMMUNICATIONS SEMINAR (1·1 \/2 sem. hrs.) 
Workshop on communications designed to explore a variety of media, such as: 
slides, films, strips, radio, television, video tapes, etc., and to evaluate their useful· 
ness within the program of the local church. 

The Reverend Ted Faszer 

TERMS A AND B 
W 541 JAPAN FIELD STUDY-January 2·26 (1or1 'h sem. hrs.) 
An on-si te study of the local churches and mission outreach in its aspects of evangelism and church planting to provide a firs thand encounter to students considering mission ser· 
vice and to pastors or Christian leaders concerned about mission promotion in their churches. 

The Reverend George W. Lang. coordinator 

W 190 DOCTOR OF MINISTRY SEMINAR: FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION (3 sem. hrs.) 
A research seminar to develop a minister"s resourcefulness and leadership skills in planning and conducting a growth model of pre-engagement, partnership and parent education 
1n the local church. The course emphasis will be upon marriage enrichment rather than counseling. Case situations brought by students will be utilized as well as research pro-
1ects and reports. 

Dr. Richard F. Houts 

APPLICATION FEE (one time) 
Tuition at 213 regular fee for pastors (1·6 hours) 

Please register me for the 1979 January Term, 
__ Term A-January 2·12, 1979 
__ Term B-January 15-26, 1979 

Number 

PASTORS 
$10.00 
$21.66 
$43.33 

DETACH HERE 

Hours _1 Title of Course 

Jt---~ 
I would like the folfowing accomodations: 

Housing: 

Meals: 

Name 

Address 

Return to registra r no later than December 22, 1978 

Single Day 
Single Day 

Latest degree __ 

STUDENTS ENTERING DEGREE PROGRAM 
$25.00 

Regular tu i tion fee/$65.00 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Hous ing in Glidden Hall , nearby 
Sioux Fall s College conference 
center is avai lable for $50.00 per 
term per person for a double 
room. 

Meals may be taken a t Sioux 
Falls College a t a cos t of $4.85 
per day per person for 3 dai ly 
meals. Arrangemen ts may be 
made for individual meal rates. 

(Paid advertising) 
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New Arabic 
New Testament 

Survives 
Lebanon Terror 

and near 
Shipwreck 

NEW YORK-Despite the turmoil 
and civi l strife raging in Lebanon, 
and the near loss o f the manuscript 
at sea, a modern language Arabic 
version of the New Testament ts now 
on press, the American Bible Society 

reports . 
Amidst mortar and bombs came 

news tha t the page proofs and fi lms 
for printing the Today' s Arabic Ver­
sion New Testament were preserved 
in an extraordinary way. 

T he acting secreta ry o f the Bible 
Society in Lebanon, M r. Samuel 
Yeghnazar, reported tha t he and 
several colleagues braved the gaunt let 
of fire and heavy shelling to protect 
the precious manuscri pt. Fortunately, 
the equipment, on which composition 
of the T estament was underta ken, re­
mained undamaged. 

Its very surviva l is being hailed a s 
a miracle by many Chris t ia ns in 
war-torn Lebanon. T wo years ago, 
the entire manuscri pt was feared lost, 
when a t iny ship ca rrying it a nd o ne 
of its translators nearly san k o ff the 
Lebanese coast. A t tha t time, a 
dozen Christian Leba nese were a lso 
accompanying the priceless docu­
men t. A violent storm arose on the 
Eastern Mediterranean , the same sea 
that the Apostle Paul braved 20 cen­
turies ago . Withou t radio or moto r 
the ves~el dri f ted to the port of 
Jounieh, nort h of Beirut-to be 
greeted by a rain of bullets . 

The long-awa ited Arabic New Tes­
tament will be ready in Decem ber for 
distribution among the 90 m illion 
speakers o f this ancient language, 
who live ma inly in North Afr ica and 
througho ut the Middle East. [l 
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I surprise myself every Christmas by how 
unprepared I am for this most publicized day 
of the year. My bank begins by reminding me 
15 months before Christmas that it's time to 
begin my Christmas savings account. The 
~hristmas trees and gifts begin to be displayed 
m a local department store in September; this 
heralds the beginning of a non-stop campaign 
by my three children to keep me informed as to 
the multiplicity of options Santa has for them. 
Follow this with a daily countdown of how 
many shopping days are left until Christmas, 
and I find I have no excuse to be unprepared. 

Just as shocking is the fact that most people 
were just as unprepared for the first Christmas. 
God began a campaign over a thousand years 
before Christ was born on earth to give even 
minute details of the Messiah's coming. How 
could so few be prepared for such an event? 
The answer: although expected, no one was 
ready for the unpredictable way Jesus was to 
enter our world. Let's look again at the event , 
~or C~rist just didn ' t enter but came cracking 
mto history, destroying at the same time a lot 

!he Rev. Phil Yntema is pastor of the Bloom­
tngda/e Baptist Church, IL. 
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of misconceptions about his ministry and 
motives. 

The first unpredictable point of Christ' s en­
try was the place of his birth. Bethlehem, a 
place whose only claim to fame was that David 
once lived there. A place where thousands of 
people lived, died and were never heard about. 
It would be like being born in my town of 
Bloomingdale, IL, with the greatest of chances 
to die in obscurity with the rest of the pop­
ulace. How foolish of God, men of the age 
would have thought. Yet God promised, ''His 
name shall be above every name, and the gov­
ernment shall be upon His shoulder " and it . . ' 
was, and 1t is. What a great truth for us ! Even 
if we were. ~uri~d i~ the most insignificant 
place or pos1t10n .1magmable, it's a place where 
God ca? work miracles. We are often guilty of 
n~t .seemg the potential of our own lives and 
mm1stry, because we see them as others do 
rather than as God does. We need to remember 
Paul's view of God's work in 1 Corinthians 
I :27: "God chooses the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise.'' 

Just as s.urpri sing as the place was the mode 
?f the commg of Christ. To be born of a virgin 
m no way could have been expected. Wouldn't 
people laugh and scorn if God did it that way? 

Prepared or not -
Christmas is Coming 
His Son would be a laughing stock not a King. 
Yet God promised at "the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, " and it's happening. Herein 
lies another great lesson for us. No matter how 
logical or well-traveled the alternative, God's 
way of doing things is always the best. I have 
experienced this truth in the ministry of our 
own church. Our church began in 1974 through 
two people already in their 70's. If I had been 
around to choose the best people to begin this 
ministry, I would have overlooked Dan and 
Martha Granzow. Thankfully, God didn 't 
overlook them, and we built our church largely 
through their efforts. Always go with what 
God gives you, it 's always best. . 

Somehow, God was able to cope with and 
even succeed in his Son's inauspicious begin­
ning. Now all he needed was a good agent and 
a public relations firm to sell this unlikely can­
didate for King. Whom did God choose but. the 
lowly shepherds. How unlikely a person is a 
shepherd to spread God's success. They were 
on the bottom rung of the socia l ladder . One 
ancient historian commented that after living 
with sheep, they needed to be either avoided or 
only approached in an upwind position. Who 
would listen? M illions have listened and given 
their hearts and lives to Jesus Christ as Savior. 

by Phil Yntema 

Since that date, the shepherds have been fol­
lowed by an equally unlikely group of kingly 
heralds. If you feel inferior to the task of 
spreading the good news, don't forget God's 
first choice. The success is due to the message 
not the messenger. In checking back through 
our four-year history as a church, I have found 
that our most unproductive time as far as wit­
nessing has been between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Could it be that, at the anniversary 
of the first heralds, the only tradition to go 
unrecognized and practiced is the activity of 
proclaiming the message to the world? 

Finally, the most unpredictable thing of all is 
that Jesus was born to die. T he strangest thing 
about C hristmas is Easter. T he one perfect 
man who a lone deserved to live died for us . 
Why God did it , we cannot comprehend; we 
should just be glad he did. 

It is no wonder God caught the world so off 
guard . Christ ' s coming had been predicted, but 
not in the way he came. Through the centuries 
God's mode of operat ion has gone unchanged. 
We should never forget God continues to work 
in unlikely places, ways, and people. In fact 
the more unlikely, ill-prepared, unworthy yo~ 
feel, the more likely is G od to use you won­
drously. D 



Suppose you suddenly found yourself in 
the position of host or hostess for the 
biggest birthday celebration in the 
world. Your guest lis t must include 
names of people from all over the 
globe. And you as coordinator of the 
event must be sure everyone is made to 
feel welcome and at ease with the ac­
tivit ies planned . You must be more 
diplomatic than Henry Kissinger ever 
dreamed of being-you must be sensi­
tive to the cu ltural background a nd 
customs of each person attending. 

The birthday celebration referred to is 
Chris tmas, and the way of remembering 

down each chi mney. In city shop win­
dows during the ho lidays, there are 
usually gingerbread replicas o f the good 
bishop for sale. 

In some Swiss communit ies St. 
Nicholas' Day is the time to begin 1he 
Yule celebrations, while in others i1 
begins on December 13, Santa Lucia's 
Day, as is done in Sweden. Santa 
Lucia 's Feast Day is celebrated in 
remembrance of a Sicilia n maiden who 

Christmas­
An 

International 
Birthday 

Celebration 
by Roxanne Anderson 

t~e season is as va ried as 1hose who par-
11c1pate. 

As organizer of the even1 's fes1ivit ies 
you migh1 seek advisors from differen; 
cou~1ri es 10 inform you of varying 
trad111ons. To save lime, you could 
!ravel to Rueschli kon, Switzerla nd, 
where a un ique communi1y of interna-
1ional s1udents live and s1udy 1ogether a1 
the Bap1is1 Theological Seminary 1here. 
Beca use lhe s tuden1 s bring 1radi1ions 
fro m 19 different countries, advice from 
them could be helpful in deciding wha1 
would be world-wide pro1ocol. 

The fi:st qu es1ion you might pose 
could logJCally be, "Wha1 da1e would be 
mos1 appropria1e to schedule 1he cele­
bra1 ion?" You'd quickly discover 1ha1 
December 5 could very well herald 1he 
winier attivi1ies for 1hose in Cen1ral 
Europea n lands, such as Holland, Bel­
gium and German y. 

. on 1his day, i1 is said tha1 St. 
Nicholas, dressed in his red bishop's 
robe wi1h miler, crosier and jeweled 
gloves, rode around on his whil e horse 
the nigh1 before his feast da y- Decem-
ber 6 t b · · · . - 0 ring glf1s . He was said 10 
Jump from roof lo roo f, ihen L'limb 
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supposedly suffered martyrdom in the 
y~a.r 304. Because she is remembered for 
giving food and drink to ihe poor, i1 is 
lhe custom 10 perform such d d . ee s as a 
memorial lo her The dream f bl · o every 
. ond, blue-eyed Swedish girl could very 
well. be her selec1ion as na 1ional Sama 
Lu cia bride, lhrough political po lls 
Once chosen she would be d. bl . ' preseni e 
pu icly wearing a long whi1e gown and 
a cro,~n .or glowing candles. 

Chri stian believers in Poland . I b . ac11ve y 
o serve Chris1mas on December 24 and 
~5. Throughou1 ihe 241h, ihe families 
as1 1~ge 1h er, decora1ing ihe tree a nd 

wrapping las1 minu1 e gift s u111il ihe 
even ing. The fas t is !hen broke . h 

. fl \V II a 
meal of beet-roo1 and mushroom 
followed by fish . soup 

. Should you as hos1 make plans for a 
v1s 11 b'. a red-faced? reel -dressed, plum p 
old m,111 bearing gift s i11 a sack I . · ' · s ung 
over his shoulder? 1 n Swcdeii 1 ct · . 

II . · . ra 111ons 
le 1ha1 II 11le men wi.tli 1 ong gray 
beards, the Tonuar le·i ve . . . . , . . · ' · surprise 
?adages fo1 children under cushions or 
111 01her h1d1ng plate.s. In Denmark 
boy., and girl<, believe tha1 a smali 

gnome, d ressed in gray and wearing a 
poin1ed cap, is responsible for this ac­
tivity. H is name is J ule-n issen and 
often large port ions of rice pudding, a 
favorite hol iday dessert, are set ou1 for 
him to enjoy. 

In Norway, boys and gi rls never see 
the mys1ical being who supposedly en­
ters homes o n December 23rd and 
mov.es furniture and dishes around, on ly 
to disappear before sunrise . 

S1. Nick rides a donkey in Switzer­
land . In the United States he may arrive 
by helicop1er or jet, or he may para­
chute down 10 wailing crowds in a 
shopping center parking 101. 

In Portugal, Pai Na1al (Papa Noel) 
comes down the chimney and puts small 
gif1s in 1he shoes placed on 1he heart h. 
~u1 in. Hai1 i, Pere Noel would probably 
frn d llIS e111rance via the roof's gu11 er 
s~ste~, down through 1he d rain age 
pipes into 1he house. 

And wha1 about food for 1he party? 
In. Norway and Denmark, fish forms the 
chief . 11em on lhe Christ mas menu. 
Lu~efisk, a form of dried cod , is a 
delicacy. It is firs t soaked in lye water 
then cooked with melted butter a nd 
served wit h lingonberry sauce. 

Ca~p, . with a gingersna p sa uce, is a 
favorue Ill Poland a nd Germa ny. Boiled 
cod, seasoned wi1 h a ll spice and served 
~v1th creamed potatoes, migh1 be en­
Joyed by the Finnish guests, bu1 Spanish 
gues1s would ra1her ea1 i1 sahed w ., . 

assa1 • lhe his1orical favorite among 
lhe English, may be sweetened wi1h 
sugared g inger and nutmeg. Cream, 
eggs, a lmonds, cloves and cinnamon 
may be ~dded for an even richer tas1e. 

A Cl~nstmas part y would no1 be com­
plet~ wuhout carols. Which ones should 
be included? One of the earl ies t, and 
P.erh aps lh e mos1 universally su ng, is 

Adeste Fidel es," or " O Come All Ye 
Fa uh ful." It is used bo1 h in Ca1holic 
and Proiestan1 churches and has been 
translated in to at leas1 120 languages 
and dia lects. 

In R.omania, Chris1 mas brings the op­
pori urnty for minstrel gypsies to benefi1 
~rom the ho liday generosity. Wi1h vio­
lins an~ tambourines in hand they walk 
from village 10 vi llage stopping 10 sing 
be.neath open windows in hopes of re­
ce1vrng money. 
. Of course there is Handel's "Mes­

siah"- it is a s much a fa vor i1 e in 
Chri s1 mas concerts in Japan as in Ger­
many . 

!\s for more modern, secular Ch r i ~ t ­
mas cli11ies , "Jingle Bell s," is hardl y a 
new. tune anywhere. However, Irving 
13erli n's "White Chris tmas," may seem 
somewha1 out of plat:e for sun baski ng 
Austra lia ns. For man y of th em, Christ-

(Co111i1111ed 011 page 23) 

by Arta 
Mae Moore 

Art [nriches 
a Christia 

T hank God for the gift of craftsmanship! M ost of 
my li fe I d id not consider art a gift because it was n ot 
included in t he New T estament listing. P erhaps the New 
Testament d oes not list it becau se the emphasis of the 
early church was to build men rather than buildings. 

''God told Moses to build the tabernacle and he 
named Bezalel and he said , ' I have filled him wit h th e 
spiri t of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowl­
edge, a nd in a ll k inds of craftsmanship ' . " 

These were gifts, and craftsmanship was included . 
Bezalel was an artist. His gifts were working in metals of 
gold, s ilver and copper. O ther workmen worked in 
wood, stone a nd cloth (Ex. 31:5, 10) . The designer, in­
terior decorator , engineer, draftsman and artists were in ­
cluded. 

God was p leased to have a beautiful place in which to 
dwell . H e chose craftsmen to carry o u t his detailed plan 
in the build ing of t he tabernacle and the Temple which 
Solomon bui lt. 

If God gives us a gift, he will provide ways for us to 
use it for him and to bless others. I'm aware that we 
have so many gifts we do not develop and even more 
aware o f h ow my life has opened u p as I h ave developed 
my g ift of paint ing . P a inting h as given me a wa~ to ex­
press m y feel ings . Speaking was not o ne of my gift s, but 
because of pain ting I 'm now enj oying teaching an art 
class each year. I t has added quality a?d enri~h.men t .to 
my li fe as well as helped me share my JOY of ltving wllh 
those I love a nd wi th whom I come in contact. 

Our gi fts diffe r a s they are allotted to us by Go? 's 
grace. E ach of us has been equi pped to sh are something 
un ique a bout hi s ind welling life . For every gift God 
bestows, the spirit has planned a sphere of s~rvice . Isn ' t 
it wonderful that each one of us has been given one or 
more gifts? The joyful th ing for a C h ristian is discover­
ing our gifts a nd exercising them! 

Because m y pa rents did not recognize the importance 
of t he g ift of painting , they did not en courage me ~o 
pa int. In fact it was the last thing I was a llowed to do in 
the scale of activit ies. In school I had a wonderful 
English teach er who saw the gi ft I have from illustra-

Arta Mae Moore fives in Sioux Falls, SD, and is a mem­
ber of Trinity Baptist Church. Her husband, Dr. Floyd 
Moore, is professor of Christian education at North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

tions I did on a theme for her class. She gathered 
m aterials and had me paint the characters in the plays 
we were stud ying in literature; I was in a new world ! 
T he painting hung for twenty years in t he high school. 
M y teacher encouraged my paren ts to send me to an 
sch ool, but they could not see the valu e of art school. I t 
was beyond their comprehension that I could serve God 
and ·be an artist- and they were loving C hristian parents. 

M y wonderfu l husband has helped me grow in the 
Lord and to develop gifts he recognized. I feel I have 
developed gifts of love and hospitali ty . I feel fulfi lled as 
a wife , m other, and C h ristian worker; yet there was 
something more I wanted to d o. I h ad made posters, 
murals and done all types of crafts as I worked in the 
elementary departments of our churches for twenty-five 
years . Yet all this had n ot fulfi lled my creative d rive . 

A fter serious surgery fifteen years ago, I had to give 
u p som e of my work for a few months. It was during 
this time I joined an an class, and I have never put 
down those brushes . I love to work with pastels and 
acrylics, but oil is my favorite medium . Through the 
years I have had a num ber of good teachers, and I have 
constantly read about and tried new techniques. 

Sometimes people want to know how long it took me 
to paint a cer tain painting . I have the urge to say, "54 
years," for all my life has prepared me to come to this 
place of self-expression. 

I had to learn how to see the unending variety o f life 
abou t m e, to respond to the colors, sounds, shapes, and 
textures of things that surround me. To see, feel and re­
spond to things and people is the first step to painting. 
We are influenced by our surrou ndings. I have a hard 
time painting Sou th Dakota trees, the gnarly oaks of 
Texas keep appearing o n the canvas, for they come from 
my memory bank. I had been a part o f them as I grew 
up. 

When I learned to ''Stand still and behold all His 
marvelous handiworks, " I was on m y way to becoming 
appreciative of the Creator who created this beautiful 
world he put me in . God m ade all of his creati o n , and 
he said , " It was good." 

Wherever I find mysel f, I can find beauty. In the 
morning, I cannot wait to look out my window to see 
the beautifu l Sou th Dakota sky. Whether it is snowy 
gray , br igh t and sunshiny , misty or snowing, i t has a 
special beauty. The simple th ings, like a jewel-like 
snowflake, the fragile dewdrop, the las t year 's bird's­
nest resting in the winter elm, the beauty of the firs t 
bloom in spring , all remind me that G od is keeping his 
promise o f the seasons until he comes again . I'm the 
first one to greet the robin in spring. I lo ve the renewing 
of life . 

Every age I find m yself in is the best and most inte r­
esting . I love m y role in li fe; I love my church, my hus­
band, children a nd grandchildren . I love the L ord for 
making me, loving me, accepting me, and helping me to 
b~come the best person I can be, using the gifts he has 
given m e. 

P a u l said .to Ti mo.thy, "Stir u p t he gift within you. " 
The developing of his gifts is the doorway to becomin 
our best self. g 
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.,;th 
eyes 
upon 
the 
Lord 

by Loi s Sibley 

"Be~old, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand 
of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the 
hand of her mistress: so our eyes wait upon the Lord 
our God ... "(Psalm 123:2). 
. From the fi rst day I gave my li fe to my Lo rd, my de­

sire has been to be fou~ d pleasing in his sight. Having 
had no contact ~t all wnh the Christian com munity be­
fore ?1Y conversio n, I looked for an example ro fo ll ow, 
and_ like so many others, I let other believers tell me how 
to 1i;; f?r t!~e Lo~d. I was just barely getting settled into 
the . sw111g of ll - along wit h getting the feel of my 
mamage, and then our first child- when my husband 
announced that we would move to Minnesota in the f II 
where he would begin to prepare for th e ministry. D~r~ 
111~ the ye~rs of his p reparation, I kept busy at home 
berng a wife and mother. We went off to school wi th 
one b~by and came our with three little gir ls ! 

During the years Bill auended classes, toured with the 
choral group. _rook part in Christian service assignments, 
au ended m1ss~onary rallies and prayer groups, I spent 
~os r o_f my llme at home with our fami ly. Bur during 

is senior year, I was able to go wi th him to the senior 
re~eat. What ~ ~oy that was for me, to be in an at mo­

~h~rteru~~ ~~~~t;~~ fellowship with a g_roup o f people, 
rr f . Lord and were look111g forwa rd to a 
I e o service. It was there th I h d . 

the chorus "Let 1 8 
at ear for the first rime 

, t 1e eauty of Jesus Be Seen in Me." -----
Mrs. Lois Sibley delivered tJ . . 
Ministers' Wives Fell h . us message in a series to the 
Conference, Aug. 8-J /~7~/:. at the N.A. 8. Minis ters' 
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The chorus became the cry of my heart-and it still is. 
Since this was my desire, I began ro " try" ro let the 
bea~ty of Jesus be seen in me. It 's taken m e many years 
to d1~c~ver_ that when I ' m t rying, it isn ' t Jesus, just me. 

Wnh111 JUSt a few mo nth s after Bill grad ua ted we 
took an interim pastora te for the summer months.' We 
were to " fill in " at a communi ty church until fa ll, when 
the perma nent pastor would arrive. It was delightful! 
For the most part, the church was made up of young 
couples, and there was a strong em phasis on fe llowship 
a nd fun. The people were so good to us and tolerant of 
these " kids" just gell ing started! 

. A few months later we accepted a call ro a very small 
discouraged congregation that had been in exis tence fo; 
several yea_rs. The work was dying! We were asked to go 
there for six months and ·f Id . . , 1 we cou get no response 111 
th~r ~engt h of time, the doors would be closed and the 
buildrng sold. 

L I wanted so much to be the kind of pasto r's wife the 
o rd wa nted _me to be, but I didn 't know how, so I le t 

the congregau on tell me how. T hey were tired and dis­
~our~ged. They tried everything a nd nothing worked 
~/ n_ seem~d tha t if I could fill enough jobs and work 

e ect1vely 111 _a ll of them (even though I didn't know 
what I_ was do111g) perhaps the Lord would be able to ac­
com~hsh whatever it was he wanted to do in that com­
~unJty. So I went to wor k and tried to do everyt hing 
~ ia~ w~s suggested to me. A nd I suffered stomach pa ins 

eha ac es,_ nausea a nd a ll tha t goes with t ry ing to b~ 
w at o ne 1s not t B h L d 
HIS \ , · ut t . e o r was gracious a nd b lessed 

vork ~ a nd our lntle church prospered. We were 

~~:r~:~~v~1 ~~~~~~s and left a much stronger church than 

fi l~~r ~e~\ ch_u rch w~s an o ld es tablished family church 
. e wn ovrng, ca ring people. They were a con re a 

t1 on who had never had a pas tor's w·f I g g -1 e-at east not for 
many, many years-until the pastor before us . d 
a ft er having served them as a bachelor fo ml arn e 
He d h · . r sever a years 

a n_ is new bride lived in the lovely ho h . 
grega11on had built for them less than a me t de con-

d year an then 
m?ve on. Needless to say, they had n h ' 
children either ! We arrived wi th three o~ a~ pastors 
within a year produced twin b ' a~g Hers and 
lighted! They really did , k oys. The lad ies were de-

' • 11 t now wha t to do wi th a 
pasto r s wife, so they just pu t me . 1 loved me and am er 111 a P_ ace of honor, 

h . P P ed me, a nd I loved It! So this was 
w a t serving the Lord was ' Yer the ache . b 
fo d I · · • 111 me to e 

uAnfr p easl_1ngl and usefu l in the Lord 's sight persisted 
er a Ht e over r · 

E I 
. 1ve years, we went into a C hurch 

x ens1o n work w h 1 b 
still le · ' ere . ega n to learn so mething I am 

arnr_ng~the Lord himsel f will in struct me in how 
to serve h im if J ·11 f 
h w1 asten m y eyes on him I 'm neither 

t e servant no r ti · 
h. 

1 
. 1e q ueen o f th e church I belong to 

im. -l e will never d d f · ' . eman o me any1 h111g that he 1s nor 
pref.~red 10 eq uip me for. The Lord has a place for me 
~o 1 • ~n.d_ onl_y he can reveal th a t place ro me. My only 
espons1?1l1ty rs to fo llow him in abso lute obed ience. 

Wha t a JOY to serve others, each in o ur own place doing 
wha t the L d h · ' or as g iven us to do. And what a delig h t to 
know that I serve 1 . o n Y one ma ster a Iov111g heavenly 
Father! I had been set free to serve ' ' 

I found myself · h · 111 a appy, comfortable s tare, con ten t 

in my funct ion in the church. True, I had a large family 
to look a fter (six ch ildren by now), but my husband 
looked a fter all the shopping , the banking, did a ll the 
driving, ra n all the errands , looked a fte r any repairs , 
took the children or myself a nywhere we needed to go. 
We had wor ked out a "workable" plan o f operat ion for 
our family. But the Lord had o ther plans and o ther les­
sons to teach. 

After a little over six years in a busy, bu t satisfying 
ministry, we moved o nce again to a new church and a 
new cha llenge. Before moving, Bill decided that it was 
time for me to learn to drive, and after we moved the 
lessons began. As soon as I had my license, I began bit 
by b it to take over responsibil ities that had not been 
mine previously: paying bi lls, running errands'. t~king 
the children to their appointed places, etc. W1th111 16 
months of the time of our move, I knew why these 
changes had been necessary. . . 

I was at ho me packing a nd prepanng for a vacation. 
We were to leave in just two days, and there was so 
much to do that never got done! The phone rang, and I 
was off to the hospital. Bill had been playi_ng football 
during his lunch hour a t the local YMCA with some of 
the other business and professional men ; he had been 
hurt and was taken to Emergency. To make a very long 
story short, he had hit his head_, r.uptured a _ blood vessel 
a nd was b leeding somewhere wllhlll the bram. Th~ pres­
sure was building up, and he had stoppe_d breathmg,- It 
was necessary to operate, stop the b_leedmg and r~heve 
the pressure, and it had to be done nght away. I s1gn~d 
the papers a nd called the church secretary to te ll her Bill 
wouldn't be in and asked her to call some of ? ur peop~e 
to pray. I t was highly possible he would not hve, a~d 1f 
he did there could be serio us problems ahead. While I 
waited the m any hours during surgery, many ca?1e to 
wait w ith me and off er their q u iet support. I experienced 
that wonderfu l thing I had so often talked about but 
never knew as my own! "The peace that passeth all ~n­
derstanding." One portion from the word kept _com~ng 
to me over and over again. T he Lord w~s wh1spen~g 
deep within me somewhere, ''This is the will of God 111 
Chris t Jesus concerning you ." T he words _from th~ wall 
plaque Bill had bough t just two weeks earlier for his new 
o ffice fl oated in and o ut of my mind over and over 
again: "The will of God will never lead you where the 
grace of God cannot keep you ." . . . 

All of that took place over six years ago. Bill sull hv~s 
in a hospital environment. He is unable to s~eak · He is 
unable to eat. He is unable to walk or hold his head up. 
But he is able to think, able to communicat~ by t~e u~e 
of hand signals. He has a fu ll range of mouon wi th h is 
right arm and can move his right leg. He has been ver,y 
ill , at the gates of death many t imes, bu t for the Lord s 
own reasons he continues to live as he is. He has had a 
great struggle learni ng to " be content in the sir~ation .he 
finds him self in," but I believe the Lord has given him 
victory in resignation. We have both had to strug~le 
separately before the Lord with our own "whys." I wi h 
I could share wit h yo u the lessons Bi ll ha s lea rned 
through this experience, but I can't, because he can 't tell 
me. But I believe tha t the Lord has ta ught hi m many 
things even as he has taug ht me. 

Probably the most crucial hurdle I had to get over, be­
fore I could go o n, was the answer to o ne of the 
"why's." As the boys and I prayed daily for the Lord's 
healing for Bill, and we knew that many, many others 
prayed fervently as well , the weeks became m o nths, and 
the months-years. Bill was despondent, depressed, 
unhappy. My visits were a nightmare. I d rove away in 
tears, crying out to the Lord "Oh , Lord, have mercy, 
please take him home!" I · spent hours one day in par­
ticular agonizing before the Lo rd . I had to heve an 
answer fro m him if I was to be able to continue o n in 
faith! I pleaded with the Lord to show me some reason 
for keeping Bill alive in such a wretched condition. T he 
loving heavenly Father that I thought I knew would 
never allow one of his children to suffer without pur­
pose. I wanted to follow the Lord " in the beauty of 

.Jesus" in every situation, but I knew I could not go on 
in this one without an answer. The a nswer finally cam e 
from deep within me somewhere: "Lois, if I can bring 
glory to myself in the way I care for you and sustain you 
and your children, will tha t be a good enough reason?" 
A great relief flooded my whole being . Again the Lord 
had shown me tha t the responsibility for bearing up 
under the burden was not mine, it was his! I was set free 
once more in another set of circumstances to serve o nly 
Christ ! 

In his mercy the Lord brought into our lives just what 
we needed a nd just when we needed it. In doing this he 
used people. Our financial needs were met in marvelous 
ways. Only a book could cover the many unusual things 
that took p lace! H e provided people to help. A beautiful 
Christian lady became a close friend and a ready help to 
loo k after our three boys, to drive me to the hospital, to 
just do what needed to be done. A wonderful C hrist ian 
brother befriended our boys and helped fill the gap left 
by an absent father. T hese two fi lled a need for a time , 
and then the Lord, at d ifferent times, not too far apart, 
took them both home. Oh, the sense of loss that I felt! 
It seemed the Lord was deliberately stripping me of ev­
erything I could rely on. I felt so exposed, so unpro­
tected, so alone! In years past, when I had felt lonely or 
weary, or just in need of reassurance, I had Bill to hold 
me . I remembered the security I felt when he was there, 
and now I had no one. I shared these feelings with a 
fri end fro m our church o ne day, a nd it was a few days 
later that she phoned and exci ted ly told me that she had 
found a portion of Scripture that was just for me. She 
read it to me over the phone, and after I hung up, I read 
it over and over again. It was for me! It was Ezekiel 
16:1-14. It speaks of the Lord's love for Jerusalem, but 1 
believe that it a lso speaks of the Lord's desire to minis­
ter to the needs of the desperate, lonely, forsaken heart. 
As I read the list of all that the Lord had done for 
Jerusalem, I again saw that he had done all of that for 
me too, in a very real way. Again in verse 14 my desire 
that the "beauty of Jesus be seen in me" was brought to 
my attent ion , "and thy renown went forth among the 
heathen for thy beauty: FOR IT WAS PERFECT 
THROUGH MY _COMELINESS WHICH l HAD PUT 
UPON THEE saith the Lord God!" He was try ing to 
teach me that old lesson again! He will provide all thing 
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INTRODUCING 

Dennis and P a t H offman nee J ohnso n, orig ina lly from 
the Midwest, live in Sacramento, C A . A fter finishing 
th ree a nd a ha lf years in a church ministry- Dennis as 
pastor of youth and music and Pat as director of chil­
dren 's choirs al Willow Rancho Baptis t Church, Sacra­
mento, CA - they have now ventured o u t by fa it h in to a 
fu ll t ime concert min ist ry e nti t led , Butlerfly Ministries. 
Togethe r , they have com bined their ta le nts to p rovide a n 
enrich ing hour for the en tire fami ly. Dennis directs their 
min istry and shares a b rief message in the concert ho ur 
while Pat , a sopran o vocalist, p resents t he musical por~ 
lion . 
GOAL: 

The goal o f the ir m in is try is to present the message of 
salvation simply and a lso to stim ula te fa mi lies a nd in­
dividuals to g row toget her toward a m a tur ity in 
C h rist. The spi ri tual a pp licatio n o f the t itle o f their 
mini stry- Butterfly Ministries-is related to the tra ns­
format ion power of a caterpi lla r to a bu tterfl y. 
"When anyone is joined to Christ, he is a new cre­
ation; the old has gone, the new has come!" (I I Cor . 
5: 17). 

CONCE RT FORMAT: 

Each concert is p lanned wi t h the priori ty of m ini ster-
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Pat~ 
Dennis Hoff man 

m g to th e " d ,, 
Th n~e s o f peop le-young and old a like. 

. erefore, their m usic ra nges in s ty le from " tradi­
flonal" to " mild contemporary" as well as some 
songs wh ic h involve the c h ild ren . Because De n nis a nd 
P a t are d d. · 

e icated to meeting the "needs" of p eople, 
they focus the· " 

ir concert format" o n m usic spoken 
TE~~f~~d participation of the children. ' 

p N IES O F T H E HOF FMANS · 
· a t a nd 1 both received C hrist a s ou~ perso nal Savio r 
in our ch ild hood B . 
day th years. ecau se we re m ember to this 

ose m em orable m . 
fee l it is im o m en ts of accept ing J esu s , w e 
a lso w it h c~~tant lo sh ~re no t only with a d u lts but 
include th . re n . Tha t is the reason wh y we try to 
O ur to ta l e~e~n eac~ conc~n w here t hey a re present. 
God lo sage ts sharing the simp le truth that : 

ves each of i I k accept h · is, 1e nows us, and we need to 
can be un eland respond by living for him. T his tru th 

u n erstood by 
th o ug h o u . young and o ld alike, even 

r experiences di ffe r . 

Because o u r goal . . . 
th a t each . ts to m 1111ster to fa m ilies, we trus t 
sha re o u r I~~: fmight _b e e n ri c hed spir itu a lly-as we 
us . or C hri st le tt in g h is love fl ow t hro ug h 

T he Rev. Eldon G . Schroeder, pastor of 
Fos ter Avenue Ba ptis t C hurch, C hicago , 
IL, \Hites a bo ut Pa t H offma n: 

"Some yea rs ago, while pastoring 
First Ba ptist Church, Elgi n, IA, a young 
girl came forward a t the close of a ser-

Pat Hof fman in concert. 

vice expressing a desire to follow the 
Lord in bapti sm . S ince that time there 
have been years of education, marriage 
and a com mitment to the ministry of 
mus ic. Several months ago Pat Hoff­
ma n was invited to Foster Avenue Bap­
tist Church to present a concert. There 
was a n excellen t response from our 
members a nd the many friends who 
jo ined us that evening . We were par­
ticularly deligh ted to d iscover the in­
terest in her music on the part of the 
W.M .8.1. radio staff. They requested 
an in terview, obtained a number of her 
records and frequent ly play her songs 
over their C hicago stat ion. We look f_o r­
ward to fu tu re o pportunit ies of hearmg 
her music in the C hicago area. 

"My persona l interest in Pat a nd .Den­
nis a nd thei r ministry is very posu1ve. 
This feeling o f in terest a nd support is 
there for several reasons. First of all, I 
know t hat Pat, a long with her husband, 
Dennis, has made a commitment to the 
Lord . Th is is important. T he person and 
the song need to be in agreement , if 
there is to be an effective ministry . 
Secondly, these are our 011111 young peo­
ple. T hey are from our Conference. 
T here are many singing groups and 
soloists a round today, but one ha rd ly 
knows much more about them than the 
songs they are singing . I appreciate 
knowing where they come from a nd 
what they s tand for. Then lastly, Pat 
ha s a very lovely voice. Her clear bell­
like vo ice q uality mak es is poss ible for 
a ll to hear and understand the message 
o f the song. Her choice of songs and 

sensitivity to the audience is much ap­
preciated in her concerts." 

T he Rev. Ar thur Brus t, pastor of 
Willow Rancho Ba ptist C hurch, Sacra­
mento , CA, has this to say abo ut Bu t­
terfly Minis tries: 

"The minist ry of Dennis and Pat 
Hoffman has been one of much 
thought , prayer and expression to do 
God's work with the gift of singing. 
Willow Rancho has not only enjoyed 
them both, but has also encouraged 
them to provide the "hope" indicated 
by the symbol of the buuerny to both 
the believer and non-believer. Training 
and experience during the past few years 
have given Pat the ability to reach from 
child to adult. She is especially gifted in 
working with children . Her creativity 
and ability to teach biblica l lessons 
through music has challenged the child 
and blessed the parent. 

"Dennis's background and spiri tual 
training provide him with the abil ity to 
plan, o rganize and administer the neces­
sary P .R. needed for such work. Hi s 
knowledge and ab ility with musical in­
struments and sound equipment en­
hances Pat's quality of voice. 

"Should you have them for the pur­
pose o f entertainment , you will be 
blessed; but should you invite them for 
ministry, you will be challenged for fur­
ther glorificat ion of Christ." 

The Rev. R. I. Thompson, pasto r of 
Lakcshore Ba ptist C hurc h, Stevensville, 
Ml , has the followi ng co mm ent : 

"Pat ministered beautifully to the 
whole fam ily and yet spoke to the in­
dividual. One person remarked that Pat 
seemed to min ister 10 her. personally, 
and just spoke 10 her. 

"But in the trues t sense the servil:e 
was a genuine fe llowship experience. We 

were one in our worship and praise. 
God was glorified and J esus was 
praised. Pat ' s ministry is indeed unique 
and we pray for an ever-widening 
ministry for Butterfly Ministries . ' ' 

The Rev. H ilto n Jarvis, pas tor of H ar­
bor T rinity Baptist C hurch, Costa Mesa, 
CA, gives the fo llowing recom menda­
lion : 

"Pat's selection and quality of music 
is excellent. We found all of her songs 
to be stimulating, worshipful, and 
through her warmth and genuineness of 
Christian love, the expression of the 
messages a very enriching spiritual ex­
perience. The quality of Pat 's voice is 
outstanding. I feel there are many 
Christian recording artists today on well 
known Christian labels whose vo ices do 
not compare to tha t of Pat's. Her hus­
band, Dennis, has been very careful to 
maintain the highest qual ity of technical 
skill in providing taped background 
music for Pat 's songs. 

"Dennis and Pat have been in our 
church twice, once fo r a fort y-fi ve 
minute concert in our Sunday morning 
service. It was tru ly a worsh ipful ex­
perience, and our congregation extended 
to Pat and Dennis, a standing ovation 
of appreciation . I trust you will earnest­
ly consider the opportunity of having 
Mrs. Hoffman and her husband 
minister to your church." 

T he Rev. Merle E. Brenner , pastor of 
First Baptist C hurch, Elk Grove, C A, 
writes: 

"Pat and Dennis Hoffman began 
their concert ministry convinced that 
God has opened this door of opportu­
nity to be messengers of inspiration and 
encouragement. 

"They combine Pat's beaut ifu l, vocal 
artistry with Dennis' electronic skills 
and communications ability. Together 
they glorify God and magnify the grace 
of Jesus Christ. They a re yielded to the 
Spirit of God, and sensitive to his di rec-
tion. 

" Their unique abil ity to minister to 
all family members was demonstrated in 
their concert at First Baptist Church of 
Elk Grove. Children, youth and adults 
were blessed through the choice of songs 
and music. The program built to an ap­
propriate climax with the appeal to let 
Christ become the Savior and center of 
our lives . Pat and Denni are dedicated 
to the life and growth of the local 
church . Our people's warm response to 
their min istry was obvious, and the 
enrichment therefrom con tinues through 
the very fine album that Pat has re­
corded. It was tru ly a spiritually rct'resh­
ing and enrich ing evening. 

"Our congregation heartily commends 
th\.' ministr\' or Pat and Denni~ Hl1ff. 
man to our Conference churchc~ . .. 
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pu 1ng1 
togelher 

by Ernie Zi mbelman 
Last week our local daily paper had a 

feature artic le entitled: " Drugs , 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of 
Counseling at North American Baptist 
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He is also 
the director of the Sioux Falls Psycho­
logical Services Clinic. 

is it 
worth it? 

by Helga Kah ler 
This question can be ra ised for many 
issues, and no doubt every reader has 
been exposed to it or perhaps even 
asked the same question for some rea­
son or o ther. 

Several times I have been approached 
with this question since my visit to 
Japan in January 1978, and I have been 
th in king over this questio n concern ing 
the mission work there. For the benefit 
o f those N.A.B. members who seem 
discouraged about the statistics which 
show a very slow growth on the miss ion 
fie ld in Japan, I would like to share 
some o f my thoughts. 

Is it worth the effort , in terms o f pcr-
5onnel and money, each ind ividual 
chu rch , both in Canada and the United 
Sta tes, spends for each of its organ iza-

l!elga Kahler lives in Winnipeg, MB 

~;,:,'.:.h~ member of Rowandale Baptis~ 
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Alcohol- Junio r High Di lemma." T he 
essence of the art icle is that the smoking 
of pol and the use of a lcohol is very 
common among junior high s tudents 
and that hard drugs arc a lso available. 
The writer implied that most of the 
junior high student s had at least "tried" 
pol and alcohol. Many felt that peer 
pressure demanded it. 

It seems tha t the idea of using d rugs 
and a lcohol is readily and easily being 
accepted as a normal part of life. N.o 
one has a s trong reaction about this 
kind of lifes tyle in the j unio r high 
crowd; though there are some who do 
no t participate. 

Many parents are very a la rmed at t h ~s 
trend in junior highs. T he problem 1s 
not tha t junior highcrs are going to 
"pot." The problem is that artificial 
social barriers a re being removed. There 
used to be a time when there were 
th ings that men did, but women, young 
people and chi ld ren did not do. It ap­
pears that these arbitrary standards have 
fallen. We have had a general eq ualiza­
tion o f social norms in recent years. 
Therefore, it is unlikely tha t we can 
solve our moral problems by tryi ng to 
regulate the lives of a speci fic group. 

The rea l problem is that the predict­
able is happening. We now have an 
"open society. " People can and are do­
ing their own thing. 

Distilleries, liquor stores, adverti sing 

tions? In terms of expenditure, is the 
ch urch growth very substantial, be it 
numerically o r spiritua lly? It seems to 
me, that very often, we have quite a dif­
ferent perspective towards our "own" 
church environment. 
. When I pondered over this question, 
u. occurred to me that God dea ls quite 
differently with each individual person 
Consider the value o f Luke 15:10: .. j 
tell you, there is joy before the angels of 
God ove~ one si nner who repents ." 
What an important event when one sin­
~1~r r~pe~ts ! And Jesus has pa id the in­
llla l price tag" for every sinner who 
wants to repent. 

Let me .share a few of my contacts in 
Japan which confirmed the wort h of the 
effort s for Jesus' sake. 

Do some of you remember Yasuko o f 
the "Young Ambassador5 from J _ 

? " Sh b a pan· e ecame a Christi a n a t a 
Nagoya church, where she con tinued 

10 
serve her Lord. Her mother resented her 
becoming a C hristian, but Yasuko 
showed lo ve to her mother. In Novem­
ber 1977, when Yasuk o was married t 
a fine Chris ti an , her mother was v 

0 

. d ery 
1mpresse a t the weddi ng, especially 
about her daugh ter' s S unday school 
class. The couple considered th 
mother's con fess ion as a precious wed~ 

firms , bars, televis io n and magazines 
are not owned by chi ldren. All of these 
enterprises are owned by adults. Here is 
where the standa rds for life in general 
arc set . 

As previously stated, it used to be 
possible 10 have double standards. But 
today in the new freedoms we have, 
double standards wi ll not do. 

If we feel that the use of drugs, to­
bacco and alcohol is ha rmful to young 
people, then we mus t admi t that it is 
also harm ful to adults. It is not suffi ­
cient just to warn people of the dangers. 
More specific action must be taken. 

The challenge today is no different 
then it has always been. Responsible liv­
ing is dema nded o f a ll of us . 

What are the scriptural comma nds in 
this regard? In regard to alcohol used as 
a beverage, there are numerous re fer­
ences (Prov. 20: I, T it. I :3, Lev . I 0:9) 
tha t warn against its overuse. In regard 
to the use of pot or even tobacco, we 
have to rely on more general teachings 
about preserving the body (I Cor. 6: I 9). 

The argument that these foreign sub­
sta nces are ha rmful for the physical 
body is pretty well-accepted . My state­
ment is that if we a re going 10 keep 
young people from harming o r dest roy­
ing themselves through the use of them, 
it may mean that adult s must set ap­
propriate, consistent examples. 0 

ding gift: " I am sorry that I was against 
you. When I saw the child ren singing 
for you, I realized how much Christian­
ity means to yo u." 

Anot her con firmation of the worth of 
missions in Japan is a teacher and his 
family, w ho a re friends o f Miss F. 
Mi ller. Miss Miller visi ted them on 
January l, l 978, while the fam ily was 
writ ing their fami ly motlo for 1978 with 
a paintbrush: " Let this mind be in you 
which was in Christ Jesus" (Phi lippians 
2:5). To live up to that mo tto requ ires a 
close rela tionship to C h rist, a nd that 
family aspires to do jus t tha t. (The 
rough copy of this motto is one of my 
precious souvenirs of Japan.) 

A t the Ikeda C hurch (Osaka) I en­
c.ouniered the m ost dynamic and drama­
tic young male Sunday school teache r I 
have ever met. Even tho ugh I could no t 
understand the language, except for the 
names of his rev iew lesso ns, I could get 
the. general idea from his gestures and 
facial express ions. It was said o f him , 
" He is the mos t fa ith ful ma n who is 
a lways there." 

. On January 8 my fr iend and I could 
witness the wedding of a couple who 
was at the same tim e commissioned on 
that day for missionary se rvice in 

(Continued on page 23) 

ltllTH IS ... 
Faith is God's call upon our lives to 
preach the Gos pel to every creature. It 
is God's fai th in us and our faith in him 
that will enable us as individuals and as 
a Church to per form that glorious task 
in this generation. 

Faith is going without understanding. 
Like Abraham, we must go even when 
we do not know where we arc going. 
God is our gu ide and shepherd; as he 
leads, faith enables us to follow. 

Faith is sojourning. Faith tells us that 
our home is n ot on this earth but in 
heaven. Fa ith requires that we free our­
selves from Western materialism, and 
instead find joy in putting up treasures 
in heaven. 

Faith is trust a nd meekness in adver­
sity. It is living with absolute confidence 
in a God who ru les the universe with 
love. It is the assu rance that we are in 
his gemle, loving hands , knowing that 
"all the paths o f the Lord are loving­
kindness and truth." 

Faith is the promise that God is going 
to do the impossi ble in and through us . 
It is the quiet assurance that our Father 
is able to accomplish more than we can 
imagine and that he is going to do this 
through you and me. Faith sees the im­
possible p rom ise become reality. 

Fai th is detai led obedience. It is be­
lieving that God will do the impossible 
if we do the possible. Faith obeys every 
instruct ion from the Lord . Faith obeys. 

- Karl Mueller, 
Centra l Baptist Church, Edmonton, A B 

"Faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen" (Heb. JJ: l ). 

By faith we understand that the world 
was created by the Word of God. By 
faith, Abel offered God a more accept­
able sacrifice than Cain. By faith, 
Enoch was taken up so that fie need 1101 
see death. Without faith it is impossible 
to please God. For whoever would draw 
near to hi111 must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who seek 
him. By faith, Noah took heed and con­
structed the ark. By faith, Abraham 
obeyed when he was called to go out to 
the place he was to receive as an inher­
itance. By faith, Sarah received power 
lo conceive. By faith, Abraham obeyed 

when tested and prepared to offer up 
Isaac. By faith the people crossed the 
Red Sea as if it were dry land while the 
Egyptians drowned. By faith, the walls 
of Jericho fell down. By faith, Rahab 
the harlot did not perish with the dis­
obedient. 

By faith, /, Rose, have been saved. 
Not of my own doing but by the gift of 
God. By faith, I dare to take a step; I 
dare to fail, to be rejected, only to 
realize that by faith God is God and has 
a plan for me. By faith, I know in an 
flour of distress that every thing works 
for the good for those who love God. 

Faith is allowing God to plant within 
me the seed of faith, no larger than a 
mustard seed, allowing him to weed, 
water and cultivate this seed in my life 
so tlla't it may grow and may be become 
the size of a watermelon seed, much 
bigger than a mustard seed! 

-Rose Merkc, 
Baptist Mission Church, Chicago, IL 

For many people, faith is a different 
thing, but to me, as well as to many 
other believers, it can mean only one 
name a name that is the most wonder­
ful beautiful and precious name that 
the~e is, Jesus Christ. A personal fa ith 
in Jesus Christ can erase all the doubts 
in one's mind. It can overcome the 
cold ness of one's heart toward others. 
Of course, pulling one's faith in Jesus 
Christ can and will give one the victory 
over s in and death and set one's soul on 
the solid rock tha t is unmovable. 

Jesus Christ is the one in who m a per­
son can believe and put complete trust , 
no mauer what situation or difficulty he 
may be facing a t the time. Jes us Ch rist 
is the key 10 my faith, the object of my 
love and salvation, when o thers have 
failed and disappointed me. Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, today and 
forever, will always be there '.o hold me 
up when I start 10 fal l. He will be there 
to comfort me with his promises, " I will 
be with you always" and " my grace is 
sufficien t for thee ." 

- Lee Simon, 
Foster Avenue Baptist Church, 

Chicago, IL 

Faith is the i11stru111e11t by which I 
have been j ustified. it is a gift of God 
given by his grace. Conversely , it is the 
instrument whereby one receives grace. 
However, faith is worth no more rhan 
its object. The object of the historic 
Christian faith is the death and resurrec­
tion of God in the person of Jesus 
Christ for the redemption of his people. 
A high-priced ransom, indeed, but an 
effective one which has made me free. 
Therefore, my f aith is not a mystical 
tflo11ght pauem based on nothing, but 
rather a realistic experience with con­
rent. 

Now, this same faith is the instrument 
of my sanctification. I am enabled to 
live moment by moment depending on 
God's supernatural care and guidance. 
Faith is the strength that allows me to 
obey the commands he reveals despite 
apparent discomfort or inconvenience. 
It is the substance of my union with 
Christ, making me true to rhe Bride­
groom rather than playing the harlot 
with the idols of the world. 

Finally, this eternal f aith is the instru­
ment of my glorification. It offers hope, 
not an irrational leap. It grants the 
steadfast knowledge that a God who is 
holy , righteous and just will f ulfill his 
promise to redeem me-his possession 
and his child. 

-Luann Meissner, C olu mbus , NE 

For many years I was b linded to t he 
fact that all I need for Jesus to be my 
personal Savior is faith . l was looki ng 
for some gigant ic sign before l would 
repent and ask Jesus to take over my 
life. Through John 20:29, l rea lized tha t 
accepting Chris t is a mauer o f fai th­
not emotions, feelings or anything else. 
Praise God! 

What is faith? Pulling aside all emo­
tion and looking at facts, one can say 
that faith is total trust. O r as the dic­
tionary puts it, "faith is belief withou t 
need of certain proof." We don 't need 
any sign or proof tha t Jesus really will 
be a part of our lives . The facts are a ll 
in the Bible. All we need is fa ith (belief 
without need o f certain proof) to accept 
them and Christ. 

Faith doesn't end once we've asked 
Jesus to be Lord of our lives. We 
strengthen our faith by staying in close 
communication with God. T his means 
no t only talking with him about our 
joys but also about our sorrows and 
about every aspect of ou r lives. Yes, 
failures happen . The beauty of it is, 
though, that fait h enters in here again. 
I John I :9 tells us wha t to do when we 
do fa il our Lord. By fa ith , we cla im this 
prom ise. 

T o strengthen our fa ith , we need to 
put on God's "full a rmour" as Paul 
tells us in Eph . 6:10-17. How can we 
a rm o urselves with God 's Wo rd? David 
sums it up beautifully in Psa. 119:9- 16. 
Arming oneself thusly, we can " do a ll 
things through Jesus who strengthens 
us" (Phil. 4: 13). What power! We can 
do anyth ing; go through any experience 
because Jesus will give us the st rength. 
Unfortunately, we somet imes let our 
fa ith s lip when going through trials . but 
we need and are commanded to put o ur 
trust in the Lo rd in our times o f t r ia l 
(Psa . 55:22 and 27: 14) . In so doing. 
we'll kno w Phi l. 4 : 13 to be true. 

If I had to s um faith up by using one 

(Conrinued on page 29) 
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When a 
Daughter Marries 

by Bernietta and 
Gail Graf, 

Portland, OR 

.. rvJom, I'm get ting marr ied in 

0 ecember- we think it wi ll be the 
nifllh ! " What exc_llmg and thrill ing 
words, but also a II11 le scary. This an­
nouncement came on Christmas Eve, 
I917, by our oldest daughter, Gail. One 
yeiJr to do lots of p lanning, preparing 
arJd pray ing . A Chnstmas_ wedding with 
all the beauty of the Chnstmas season. 
NOW, as we are approaching the wed­
dit1g date, our plans and preparat ions 
are becoming a reality; it takes much 

ril yer and patience to work out the 
~il nY detai ls together. We would like to 
shiJre with you some of our th oughts, 
hopes and plans for this important date 
·11 our lives. So many of our women ex-
t h . 
perience t e JOY and planning of a wed-
diflg each year. Perhaps you ca n iden­
tiO' with us as we share with you. 
M"JTI: What does " love" mean 10 yo u, 
Gil ii? . 
Giljl : Love along wJth marriage means a 
Ii feJong comm1tme111 to the one who Ill 
God has chosen for me. It deals wit h a ll 
the shared goals we have and the abi lity 

10 f)e to tally open, honest and COllllll it­
ted 10 one anotl~er and 10 the Lord . 
Morn : What ktnd of wedding would 
otJ like to have? 

[ 3 ;t:. Gary and I want a traditional 
wedd mg 111 the sense tha t it will be in 
our church with our fami ly and fri ends 
thefe to experience the joy and excite­
mefl ' we are feeling . 

Morn: Why have you chosen the time 
of Christmas? 
Gail: Chmtmas has a lways been a 
spe~1al t_1me of the ye_a r. There is a real 
\ pir1l of JOY and ¥1vrng. God gave his 
Sot1• Jesus, and Chri stmas 1s the cele­
bration of thi s gift. On our wedding day, 
GarY and I will be giving our lives 10 
c.:a d • o ther and 10 the Lord. A ' w e p lan 
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the wedding, Mom, you and I wil_I be 
giving each ot her gif~s : the gift of ttme, 
as we take time to Sil down over lunch 
and make decisions or as we r~n the 
many necessary errands; t_he gtft of 
listening, as we try not to mter~upt or 
act uninterested when the other ts ta lk­
ing so that we really hear what is being 
said ; the gift of fun as we will be shar­
ing all these things toget her; and a lso 
the gift of Jetting others give. Sometimes 
I worry about how much the wedding is 
going to cost yo u and dad, but I need to 
remember that my wedding is, in a way, 
a gift from you. What kind of plans 
have to be made in preparat ion for our 
wedding? 
Mom: Since you have decided on a 
church wedding, and it will be at 
Chri stmastime, this el iminates a big 
problem of decorati ng. The church will 
be decorated for the Christmas season, 
and we have to decide what we can use 
that will blend in with and enhance the 
beauty of this season. 

You have already decided to wear my 
wedding dress wh ich llla kes it special for 
both of us. We will coordinate the at-

by Dorene Walth, 
W.M.U. president, 
Sioux Fall s, SD 

Dieter's December Dilemma 
Remember? I resolved to lose some 
weight last year. 
But J anuary came and went before I 
knew 'twas here! 

February, shortest month, looked 
easy to cont rol, 
Until those "sweetheart" choco­
lates began to take their toll. 

March was cold and windy, with 
vicious, angry s torm s. 
Consuming food for "energy" takes 
on many forms! 

Spring cleaning time in Apri l was 
such a ted io us chore, 
Eating 10 keep my strengt h up, 
cased muscles stiff and sore! 

The merry month of May, with all its 
celebrations 

Gail Graf and fiance, Gary Sehorn. 

tendant s' dresses and tuxedos to match 
the colors of Christmas. 

We will have to decide on the music, 
the soloists and organist. Since music 
has such a specia l place in our lives, this 
will be an important part of the cere­
mony. You will have to meet with the 
pastor and decide on your ceremony. 

The wedding reception wil l ta ke much 

Provided opportunity to taste gourmet 
creations. 

Wedding cakes and ice crea m m 
the month o f June 
Didn't help my figu re ... that of 
a balloon! 

Company and family picnics seemed to 
fill July. 
Loss of weight was difficult, so why 
even try! 

August brought humidity and 
high degrees of heat. 
The nicest way to pass the time 
was just to si t and eat. 

Glorious September . .. the kids wen t 
back to school. 
I was free 10 coffee, a nd with donuts 
lost the duel. 

Fall cleanup in October brought 
lots o f leaves to rake. 
Work like that encourages a nother 
piece o f cake! 

Thank sgiving feasting ca ncelled out a 
diet in November. 
)! seemed a little smarter to wai t unt il 
December. 

Now it is December; the ho lidays 
are here. 
Calori e cou ming? Not j ust now. 
I' ll try aga in next year ! 

P.S. Actua lly, this was the year I did 
have victory over excess pounds! The 
steps of my stairway are so mu ch 
easier to climb now. " I bring my body 
under subjection and make it my 
slave!" ( I Cor. 9:27). "For ye are 
bought with a price; therefore glorify 
your body ... whi ch is God 's" 
( I Cor. 6:20). 0 

preparation and planning. It is a time 
when you will receive the sincere well 
wishes o f your ci rcle o f fr iends and be 
able to greet those who have come to be 
a part of th is specia l day. A very pre­
cious memory of your recept ion will be 
your cake-top. It was used by your 
paternal grandparents on their wedding 
cake 60 years ago. May it be a reminder 
to you of their Jove and devotion to 
each oth er and the Lord. 

Remember, too, th is is y our wedding. 
It is your turn for deciding and making 
choices. Keep reminding me of this, 
Gai l, so that in all our decisions we will 
be loving and understanding. 
Gail : Do you have any advice to give 
me? 
Mom : I' m going to share a prayer that 
Aunt Connie Wobig has prepared for 
you and Gary. Grandma Wobig has also 
writ ten you a le11er sharing her thoughts 

on your colll ing marriage. My advice is 
to heed the words that are writt en and 
love in the light of God 's love. 
0 Thou, who in Thy great wisdom hast 
chosen to make us incomplete without 
each other and hast given us each other 
to love and to cherish; enable us to 
make our marriage a thing of beauty 
and joy that it may fulfill all our hopes 
and dreams. You know all our desires; 
grant us the courage to live together, as 
husband and wife, in such 11111tual inti­
macy that we may heal each other 's 
wounds, m eet each other's needs and 
enrich each other's lives. Give us a sense 
of proponion that we m ay not be so 
preoccupied with living that we leave no 
time for loving. Enable us amid the 
perplexities of this life to hold fast to 
our faith in an unfolding purpose, and 
111ay we ever strive, in our fellowship 
with each other, to bring all our plans 

A Letter to My Granddaughter ~~::~~:~::egr~~~ 
had the privilege and pleasure of see~ n_g by Cece lia Wobig, 

Portland, OR 
Dear Gail: 

The years have slipped by so quick ly 
since we welcomed you as our first 
grandchil d- a healt hy, brown-eyed, 

by La Verna Mehlhaff, 
women's work d irector 

It is a privi lege to be a child o f 
God and to share in the many bless­
ings that are ours as his children . 
God is blessing abundant ly, and he 
gives and gives and gives. The ad­
monition is given to us to be good 
stewards of tha t which has been en­
trusted to us. We are part of a shar­
ing , cari ng and lovi ng ministry. 

This month of December, we 
women have the opportunity to share 
financially in the purchase of a vehi­
cle for th e missiona ries in Nigeria 
ass igned to evangelism. Thank you 
for your generosity in giving. God 
will grant to you j oy this Chris tmas 
seaso n as yo u share through 
giving. 0 

You grow physically' menta lly and fs ~1rl 1 -
d I e Lord ail 1-w ally. You have serve t 1 . 1. f · d v OUI I e l O fully since you comm111e ' 

him. r which you can 
You have so much fo he opportu-

praise God. You have hadh t·siian home. 
. . a C rt nity of growing up Ill 1 e virtues of 

Your parellls taught you f t ~ II , the prin­
good morals and m~s t 0

1
ife. We hope 

ciples o f the Chnsuan have also been 
that we, as grandparents, veloprnent and 
helpfu l to you in your d~ris tian charac­
growth in good, sound C 

age when 
ter. I ed t h~ ~ home 

Now you have reac 1 cii rist1an 
. I a I orn you you want to estabhs 1 

0 e "' 1 Th 
. h he o I ,va Y· e of your own wit l . , 5 pa11 d,vell ing 

have chosen to walk 1tfe your or big 
house you choose fo~ 0 rdit1 ~::ed with 
place may be small an rur111 ti· ful fur-

. be au and beau!I ful. It maY "t h !JC ,.,i 11gs that 
· · r \VI JP just the necesst!Ies o t tl1e 

niture, but these are 0 0 f11e of the 
make a house a home. ~1 so a 11ome. 

Let me share with Y0
1 0 tJSe 11oose to 

r 1 t c S things that make you J11tJ5 
110111e.d. et 

First and foremost, yollf yo ~1 r ifl r_ea \'~~ 
make Christ the head 0

0 
J·oi t1praY 111g .

11 l It W I 
aside a time each daY aYer · 11er· . , and 
God 's Word and in pr 

0
e,e1 ,,(ld 11 g 

t ~ l" 
get her means staying tt1der_5 • . 

11 
,vives 

give stabi lity, mutual ~ nsl1 1P,v111c
1
, ink or 

happiness to your re J ~tl~ fOr v5 t
01

ake a 
These are some tht!lg i., e1 

1o 
are uniquely qualified · oi"e 
these as gifts we can " 

and endeavors within the circle of Thy 
will. We rejoice in the wisdom which 
made us, man and woman, not alike but 
each the counterpa/'f of the other. Give 
us the understanding, patience and skill 
to fulfill Thy purpose and in the fellow­
ship of our marriage to learn the art of 
lasting love. Save us from the folly of 
expecting the rewards of marriage with­
out labor, and from the carelessness 
which knoll"ing what is, neglects to do 
it. May we not rest content, 0 Lord, 
with a marriage which is mediocre. 
Quicken us to all the vast and limitless 
possibilities of increase, in faith and 
hope and love, which opens out before 
us. Separately and together, may we 
grow continually in grace with the pass­
ing years. A 111en. 

-Connie Wobig 

happy marriage. Love is more easily il­
lustrated than defined. The best gift we 
can give is not wrapped with beautiful 
paper, ri bbon and bows, but is the giv­
ing of one's self- for love is the sun­
shine of the soul. To express that Jo ve, 
you will want to make your home a 
shelter from the storms of life, a place 
to relax, a place to enjoy and a place of 
peace and rest. A home is a place where 
you can be at ease, share your inner­
most feelings, your desires and you r 
needs in confidence with each other. 

\Ve must also rea lize tha t we are 
human and therefore not perfect ; thus. 
we can expect failures and disappoint­
mems. This is the time when your un­
wavering love must be evident by speak­
ing words of encouragem ent and words 
o f pra ise for that which has been ac­
complished in tas ks well done. This 
helps to res tore con fidence and self­
es teem. 

Gail, even as you have experienced, 
may you a lso have an open door to 
you r home-a place for loved ones. 
family and friends to come and feel at 
home to enjoy fellowship, to share ex­
periences and to share a burden or meet 
a need . 

We, as wives, can serve Christ in a 
way that is ours a lone when we make 
our home a haven for those \\'e love . 

Thank you for letting me share these 
thoughts with you . We love you dearly 
and pray tha t you will experience true 
happiness when you and Gary es tabli sh 
a home o r your own wit h C hri st as the 
Head . 

Lovingly, Grandma Wobig . ~ 
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"Room 1201 ... Fuchida and Associates Architects " 
A mixture of thoughts raced through' my mind ~s I 

open~d the door. The room was filled with architects' 
drawing tables, rolled-up plans scattered here a nd th 
an~ on the wa_ll, s~etches of modern buildings. ere, 

Mr. \~ch1,da 1s :xpectin? you ," the secretary an­
nounced. He II be with you m a minute." 

I. unpacked my recording and photographic gear while 
gazing out the large window overlooking mid-town 
Manhattan. And then, suddenly, I realized it was just 
two _b locks from here, _many years ago, that r had left 
my JOb as a ~oung artist to join the Navy. Japan had 
made_ a surprise attack on P earl Harbor plunging th 
U.S. into war. ' e 

!he man _who led that a ttack was Lt. Commander 
Mllsuo Fuch?da. The man I had come to . t . 
hi s so J F h' m erv1ew 

. n , o: uc ida. The story ... one of the 
amazing testimonies of all time' most s . 

'loon, a sharp, young businessman with a fri endly 
f;1 ~t c:~e ]bounding hin to the room, greeting me warm­

oe · · · w o began to ans about his Dad. wer my questions 
"M f h " Y at er was a military career man " J 

He was a. good man, close to his famil ' oe began . 
sp7~t very little time at home. Y, a lthough he 

He was always awa fl 
twice a year, he' d come~ on feet maneuvers. About 
leave again. ome or two weeks and then 

" In the evenings he would k 
of floor plans for his d h ma e sketch after sketch 
been following a Na ream ouse. I think if he hadn't 
tect. vy career, he'd have been an archi-

"Our family moved about ever 
fa ther moved on to h' Y two years as my 
his career. Then he I~ next post a nd the next step up in 

d d ' egan to be away fo 1 
o s, an everything was t r onger peri-
he was going. op secret. Nobody knew where 

''.Then, on Dec. 7, 1941, the bi 
radio ... our air force had m g news ~ame over the 
Pearl Harbor. I was eight yea a~e a dan_n g attack on 

"I recall my mother turninrs o at t~e lime. 
saying, 'That is your father , ~ to ~Y sister and me and 

"In a couple of weeks .he ~me how she knew. 
Emperor Hirohito to the' Im ~sl ome and invited by 
d . . pena Palace t II 

anng expl oit~ tha~ fatefu l day.,, 0 te o f his 
The foll owing (m italic type) is F . , 

sonal account, taken fro m his tes t" uchb1da s own per-
" / t d . imony ooklet· 

mus a m1t I was more excited th . 
awoke that morning at 3:00 a m a~ u~ual as I 
days past my 39th birthday. . ., Hawau time, four 

"Our six aircraft carriers were . . 
north of Oahu Island. As gene I pos1t1oned 230 miles 

d I 
ra commander of th . 

squa ron, made last-minute check . e a1r 
information reports in the operatio s on the intelligence 
t ns room before g . 
_o warm up my single engine plane used fi I omg 
mg and torpedo flying. or eve/ bomb-

" The sunrise in the east was ma .. 
white clouds as I led 360 I gnif1cent above the 

Panes towards Hawaii at an 

William C. Armstrong is editor of T 
MIRA CLE, a monthly publication . HE _QUIET 
International. of Bible literature 
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by William C. Armstrong 

Lt. Cdr. Mitsuo Fuchida-1941 

Mi tsuo Fuchida- 1970 

alt!tude of 3, 000 meters. I knew my objective: to sur­
pns~ . and cripple the American naval force in the 
Pacific. 

"But I fretted about being thwarted should some of 
the U.S._ ~~tt/eships not be there. I gave no thought of 
the poss1b1/ity 0 r th. ti kb . 
fi 

. . 'J is a ac reaking open a mortal con-
rontat1on with the u ·t d S d b . ni e fates. I was only concerne 

a ?,ut making a military success. 
As we neared the H .. da . awauan Islands that bright Sun -

Y morning I made /' . nearby H" k, . a pre 1mmary check of the harbor, 
rounding ~ a~ Field and the other installations sur­
Fleet pea ~nl~ ulu. Viewing the entire American Pacific 
f re;che/f ; . ~at an~hor in the inlet below, I smiled as 
plunge in to atta he , ,mike ~nd ordered: 'A ll squadrons, 

"l "k . ck. The time was 7:49 a.m. 1 ea hurn cane .r 
dive bombers ~ut OJ nowhere, my torpedo planes, 

and fighters struck suddenly with inde-

Thirty-seven years ago, on Dec. 7, 
1941 , Lt. Commander Mitsuo Fuchida, 
led the history-making attack on Pearl 

Harbor. His aim was to destroy and kill. 
Nine years later he became a new per· 

son in Christ, turning into a " happy, 
•
........... co;n~t:e:n~te~d~, gentle man." With permission of 

the author, 
William C. Armstrong, who had his 

interview first published in The Quiet 
Miracle we are presenting the story of 

Mits~o Fuchida, hoping that his tes· 
timony will demonstrate God's peace 

"that passeth all understanding." 

_. 
, •l 

~· 
J 
~ 

" . . . the proud battleships, one by one, started 
lift ing ... " 

scribable fury. As smoke began to billow and the proud 
battleships, one by one, started tilting, my heart wa~ 
almost ablaze with joy. During the next three hours, 
directly commanded the 50 level bombers as they pelte~ 
not only Pearl Harbor but the ai1fields, barracks an 

' · . /( de to 
dry docks nearby. Then I circled at a h1ghe1 a itu 
accurately assess the damage. . . ere 

"Of the eight battleships in the harboi, f~ve ~~h 
mauled into total inactivity for the time bemcg. 1;r e 

. d· h Oklahoma a IJor-
A n zona was scrapped for goo ' / e N ' d was 
nia and West Virginia were sunk. The eva la ·a 
b d

. . . ly the Pennsy vam , 
eached in a sinking con 1110n, on · d Other 

M bl to be repaire . 
aryland and Tennessee were a e . if th 3 077 

small ships were damaged, but the su~g. 0 
ane d '876 

U s I killed or n11ssmg 
· . Navy personne . d 396 wounded, was 

wounded, plus 226 Army killed an . 
something which could never be repaired. 

" It was the most thrilling exploit of my career. Ever 
since I had h eard of my country 's winning the Russo­
Japanese War in 1905, I had dreamed of becoming an 
admiral like Admiral T ogo, our commander-in-chief in 
the decisive Baute of the Japan Sea. " 

"I was proud of my father," says Joe. "And although 
there was some feeling then by the Japanese people, 
wondering what our nation was getting into, by taking 
on the giant powers like that, the people rallied around 
the tremendous military victory. My father was a hero.'' 

"During the next four years, I was determined to im­
prove upon my Pearl Harbor feat. I saw action in the 
Solomon Islands, Java and the Indian Ocean. Just be­
fore the Battle of Midway on June 4, 1942, I came down 
with an attack of appendicitis and was unable to fly. Ly­
ing in my bed, I grimaced at the sounds of the firing all 
about me. By the end of that day, we had suffered our 
first major defeat, losing ten warships a/together." 

"During this Battle of Midway ," Joe relates, "my 
father was blown into the water when a bomb hit the 
ship he was on, crippling both his legs. Fortunately, he 
was picked up and brought to safety , But for the next 
two years, he was on crutches. 

" He was brought to a hospital just two miles from 
our home but we didn't know it. Everything about the 
war was kept secret. We never knew Japan was losing 
until bombs began to fall. Then, everyone wondered. 

"When my father got better, he started teaching a t the 
War College, commuting back and forth from home. 
While home, he and I would make model planes to­
gether. 

"From that time on, things grew worse. I did not 
want to surrender. I would rather have fought to the last 
man . Ho wever, when the Emperor announced that we 
would surrender, I acquiesced. 

" I was in Hirosh ima the day before the atom bomb 
was dropped, attending a week-long military conference 
with the Army. Fortunately, I received a long distance 
call from my Navy Headquarters, asking me to return to 
Tokyo, thus sparing my life." 

"Things took a 180 degree turn after the war," Joe 
recalls . "Whereas my Dad was a hero dur ing the war 
... after the war, he was looked on as a war criminal 
by his own people. He had become a disgrace in their 
eyes. I'd go to school a nd the students would say, 'Your 
father lost the war.' It was rough. 

" My Dad went downhill. He was very unhappy. Since 
the U.S. occupational forces issued a decree that the 
military leaders were not to be g iven jobs, he could get 
no \vork. And with no money coming in, we became 
poor. By necessity, he turned to farming the land. 

" Instead of a dream house which he had planned on 
paper over the years, m y father had to settle for a small 
shack which he and I built together. But it was an ex­
perience I thoroughly enjoyed. Although many of m y 
friends and relatives had always expected me to follow a 
military career, this wasn ' t what I wanted. I wanted to 
be an architect. " 

"After the war, as I got off the train one day in 
Tokyo's Shibuya Station, I saw an American distributing 
literature. When I passed him, he handed me a pamph­
let, 'I Was A Prisoner of Japan'. Bible Literature Inter­
national, known then as Bible Meditation League, had 
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published it especially for the Japanese people in answer 
to the plea by General Douglas MacArthur for Christian 
literature. 

"What I read was the fascinat ing story which even­
tually changed my life. On that Sunday while I was in 
the air over Pearl Harbor, an American soldier named 
Jacob DeShazer had been on K.P. duty in an Army 
camp in California. When the radio announced the 
sneak attack, demolishing Pearl Harbor, he hurled a 
potato at the wall and shouted, 'Jap, just wait and see 
what we'll do to you! ' 

"One month later, DeShazer volunteered for a secret 
mission with the Jimmy Doolittle Squadron ... a sur­
prise raid on Tokyo from the carrier Hornet. On April 
18, 1942, DeShazer was one of the bombardiers and was 
filled with elation at getting his revenge. After the bomb­
ing raid, they flew on towards China, but ran out of fuel 
and were forced to parachute into Japanese-held terri­
tory. The next morning, DeShazer found himself a 
prisoner of Japan. 

"During the next 40 long months of confinement, De­
Shazer was cruelly treated. He recalled that his violent 
hatred for the maltreating Japanese guards almost drove 
him insane at one point. He wondered why man was so 
cruel to his fellowman. 

"One day, after 25 months in a Japanese P.O. W. 
camp, he was given a Bible. God's Word spoke to his 
heart, showing why man was the way he was ... and 
who God was and what He had done to change man's 
nature through the shed blood of Christ. 

" The dynamic power of Christ which Jacob accepted 
into his life changed his entire attitude toward his cap­
tors. His hatred turned to love and concern, and he 
resolved that should his country win the war and he be 
liberated, he would someday return to Japan to intro­
duce others to this life-changing Book. 

"DeShazer did just that. After some training at Seattle 
Pacific College, he returned to Japan as a missionary. 
And his story printed in the BL/ pamphlet was some­
thing I could not explain. Neither could I forget it. The 
peace he had found in Christ was exactly what I was 
seeking. 

"Since the American pilot had found it in the Bible / 
decided to purchase one myself, despite my traditionaily 
Buddhist heritage. 

" In the ensuing weeks I read this Book eagerly. I 
came to the climactic drama, the Crucifixion. I read in 
Luke 23:24 the prayer of Jesus Christ at His death: 
'Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.• 
I was impressed that I was certainly one of those for 
whom He had prayed. The many men I had killed had 
been slaughtered in the name of patriotism, for I did not 
understand the love Christ wishes to implant within 
every heart. 

"Right at that moment, I seemed to meet Jesus fo r 
the first time. I understood the meaning of His death as 
a substitute for my wickedness, and so in prayer, / re­
quested Him to forgive my sins and change me from a 
bitter, disillusioned ex-pilot into a well-balanced Chris­
tian with purpose in living. 

" That date, April 12, 1950, became the second 'day to 
remember' of my life. On that day, I became a new per­
son. My complete view on life was changed by the inter-

18 I BAPTIST HERALD 

vention of the Christ I had always hated and ignored be­
fore. Soon, other friends beyond my close family learned 
of my decision to follow Christ, and they could hardly 
understand it." 

" Dad came home and we could see him change grad­
ually," the architect son recalls . " He began reading his 
Bible. Eventually, he began attending church regularly 
and changed from a dissati sfied, defeated man who 
would get upset and sometimes scream at us . . . to a 
happy, contented, gentle man. 

"As a naval officer, he drank a lot but now, he didn't 
touch a drop. But it did take some time before he was 
able to give up smoking. The desire to smoke was so 
strong that, even afler he began testifying in churches, 
he would have to hide his cigarettes from the ministers 
so as not to offend them. He would go into the men's 
room and smoke. Finally, he was able to stop. 

"His ministry began to grow. As an evangelist, he be­
came quite popular and appealed to all ages. As a result 
of his conversion, our whole family came to Christ and 
was baptized. I went to several o f my fa ther's meetings. 
He was a good preacher ... very moving. 

" He was 47 when he accepted Christ and was still lec­
turing and giving his testimony at age 73 when he died 
last year. 

" I would give anything to retract my actions at Pearl 
Harbor, but it is impossible. Instead I now work at 
striking the death blow to the basic hdtred which infests 
the human heart and causes such tragedies. And that 
hatred cannot be uprooted without assistance from Jesus 
Christ. 

"He is th.e only One who was powe1ful enough to 
change my life and inspire it with His thoughts. He was 
the .only Answer for Jacob DeShazer's tormen ted fife. 
H~,is.the only answer for all people today." 

Like my Dad, I have felt God's protecting hand 
up?n me," says Joe. " In my early 20' s, I was close 10 
~mg from tu.berculosis. I was hemorrhaging quite rap-

y, was confined to a hospital for six months and spent 
an~ther two years recuperating. 
. Before that experience, I was very pessimistic about 

hfe. But .a f~er. God brought me through a ll that, I be­
~ame optimistic, feeling that God had a purpose for mY hfe. 

"My father's life was spared many times that he might 
be a preacher and a testimony to the whole world . I feel 
I was spared to express my beliefs through architecture. 
I have a strong faith that God's hand is upon me and 
that He keeps me day by day .,, 

.w~at a picture of God's love from the father' s 
reigning destruction from the sk ie~ ;~ the son's building 
?omes and offices for people to live and work in and en­
~oy. From hatred to His abiding love. From a dream 
~use to an ? Id . shack ... and now, in a m~ns~on 

P eparecl for him in glory Mitsuo Fuchida is enjoying 
eternal life! ' 

No art ist cou ld ever have pa1'nted i' t preacher cou ld t · · · · · no . h 
pu ll into words ... no archi tect could build sue 

an eternal struct 1 . . 
1 bid ure . l is God's Masterpiece. . . 

Joe goodbye and left filled to over fl owing wll h 
a deep awareness of the Pres;nce of the God of All His­
tory: · · the One who sees beyond our failures and loves 
us With an undying love. D 

Who needs discipline? 

"All the hoodlums in colleges and high 
schools today are a result of the 'per­
missive approach' IO child rearm~ that 
has existed the las t 15 to 20 years. 

The speaker was emphatic. As the lec­
ture continued he was equally sure 

' · f all about the cure and preventaove or 
problems connected with youth: DISCI­
PLINE. Don't let the little monster get 
the upper hand. 

As I left the auditorium , I was con­
vin ced. We were the victims of a lack ~f 
discipline, all right. But the lack wasn 1 
in the children. It was in the adults who 
surrounded them and made their 1~orl_d. 

As a teacher o f children in their firsi 
· s1cd school years J have been an 111tere 

observer of ' fives and sixes. 1 watch 
them not only in the classroom but also 
in s tores restaurants, theaters, on buses 
and in tl~eir homes. I wonder what helps 
I . Ii IO get 10 t iem survive long enoug 

1 school? What built-in s tamina do ~icy 
Possess that a llows them to cord1111

1
iu?e 

. · · · a u ts . loving, trusting and 1dohzmg . 
What inner spring keeps them laughmg, 
jumping and coming back for mo~e? bl , 

Children are 1 reated abon~ma ~ ; 
Imagine if you can, your feelings 

1 
> 

the end 'of the day if you had been i ie 
recipient of this: 

"Put that down!" R' ht 
"Mike go to the store for me: 1,~ 

now. I d~n't care what you're doing. 
I" "Shut up and li sten IO me . 

10 " Give me that book. Do you want 
ruin it?" . r 

" H r· . I our dinner, o urry up and rms i Y ,, 
I' ll leave you here in 1he restauraniC. 

1
•
1 "G e alone. a1 o away and leave m 

Yo~ sec tha t I'm busy?'_' , ou do 
Not like 1ha1, stupid. Can 1 y 

anyth ing right?" 

R Cl .· ti an Educa-. eprinted fro111 Key to ~i is © I 978. 
11011 magazine, Fall 1978 issue, 
Used by permission. 

by Arleta Richardson 

" Hurry up! We don't have all day!" 
"Don't touch that!" 
"What's the matter with you? Can't 

h. ?" you hear anyt mg· . 1 "Ugh! Throw that thtng a1~~Y· No, 
Can ' t keep it in your room. 

you I ' . IO do "l don't know wha t m gomg 
with you!" . , 

"Give that to your sister. She s 
smaller than you are-'.' . . 

" d ,1 care if 11 1s your favorit e I on . f . ,, 
d II It's filthy, so ge1 rid o it. . 

o"Look at me when I'm speakmg to 

you !" 
Had enough? . 
Ct 'ldren listen IO it every day. And 11 

h 1·c thing is they have come to the pat e 1 • 
expect it. 
' . ·n my first-grade room, upset 

Jamre, • . " 1 'd " Id x of letters. "Rita, sa1 ' wou 
a bo, 1 help Jamie put the le11ers 
you P ease k b t I 

·?" I returned to my wor · , u 
back· onscious of Elizabeth watch-
was soon c . · · I , 
. I looked at her mqu1r1ng >. 
mg me. · h' h. ? " "Well , aren' t you gomg to II tm . 

she asked. d to the Vh the letters were restore 
\ en . asked me. "How come you 

box, Jamie ?" 
d.d ' t yell at me. h 

• n . d r on a television s ow 
A f~~~-~:~a~ she had learned the first 

was as I I Her answer? "1 learned 
week of sc iooh~r can yell as loud as 
I at my teac . I d ti d I" The audience how e . 

mommy oes.liar chemistry occurs be-
What pecu ' . I 

dull and a child t iat pro-
1 vecn an a · d ' 
' different tone of voice, a iverse 

duces a d special brand of manners? 
look an a h .. g . the child always on t e g1v1n 

Why IS k .. " ' CUSC , 1 " " than ' you ex id of ' Pease, ' f 
ei ,, or " I'm sorry," but seldom or-
me, h 10 be the receiver of these tuna1c enoug . ? 
ommon courtes ies. . 

c 1 a reason why a human being ls t 1ere h 
ach a certain age before e can nlust re . ? 

be trea1ed hke one. . . h S 
Children are difficult to hve wit . o 

arc adults. . . . . 
C hildren can be annoy111g, rmtallng, 

disturbing and impossible. So can 
adults. 

Child ren may be forgetful, disagree­
able, impatient and careless. So may 
adults. 

Here the similarit y seems to end. 
A disagreeable adult is ignored. A 

child is swaned. 
We tolerate a careless adult. We 

holler at a careless child. 
When an adult , who should know bet­

ter, is discourteous or irritable he is e~­
cused on the premise that his ulcer is 
gnawing. A child, who is ~ust learning, 
is not excused on any premise. 

The hoodlums and rabble-rousers 
ment ioned by the lecturer seem IO have 
one thing, at least, in common: they 
have no respect for their fe ll owman. ls 
it possible that no one had any respect 
for them while they were growing up? 

It is safe 10 say 1hat most of them 
were " disciplined" when they were 
children. All children a re wheeled 
around, shaped up and made to mind to 
a certain extent. Why then this tragic 
departure from early precepts? ls it 
possible that the adults in th.cir_ l~ ves 
were not able to instill self-d1sc1phne; 
because they, themselves, were undisci­
plined? 

Chi ldren need to be trained, disci­
plined and taught. They must have rule 
and limits set for their behavior. There 
must be understood penalties for infrac­
tions. But this can be accomplished 
without making a child feel something 
less than human. 

Some parents and teachers allow chil­
dren the same margin for error that they 
allow themselves , but many do not. 
Some adults remember to request , not 
demand, but 100 many do not. 

After 25 years of li ving, laughing and 
playing with an average o f 30 children a 
year , 1 am convinced that they will gro11 
to be as thoughtful, considerate and 
gracious as the adults who surround 
them. D 
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by Betty Patet 

Twenty years ag~, my husband and I were standing in 
the hal~s of a. hospital. We were waiting for my doctor's 
final d1agnos1s of my illness. The doctor turned to 

d ·ct "Y h me ~n sa1 , . ~u a~e a very rare disease (rare at that 
t1?1e), a,,cnpphng disease, an incurable, but not a fatal 
disease. Silently, m~ husband and I left the hospital 
and drove to a quiet place. There we shared our 
thoughts, and then he prayed a prayer which I will never 
forget. He asked for God's strength for that moment 
and for e~ch day that would follow in our lives togeth 

Following that day, I enjoyed what I call "my · ehr. 
d " I bl e1g t goo years. was a e to do so many of the things 1 

fel~ called to do as a pastor's wife, such as singin 
which I ct.early loved, and teaching Sunday school. Th:~ 
came penods of exacerbations and remissions D · 
th f 

. . . . · unng 
ese years . o mcreasmg d1sab1lity, I was hospitalized 

numerous times. After hip surgery, due to a fall I 
transferred to Mayo Clinic in Rochester M' ' was . , mnesota I 
was at Rochester for eight months of intensive ph .' 1 
therapy. 1:his. was a difficult time for our family. ftsitchae 
end of this time, my husband was told I wo Id 

lk · Th' u never 
wa agam. is was very difficult for him and 

h 'ld our two 
young c I ren to accept, but as usual they t d 
G d d k d 

. • urne to 
o an . as e for his strength . Then I went throu h 

short peno~ of depression. But again 1 remembered ~ha~ 
God was faithful and was always with me wh I 
h

. en needed 
Im most. My husband supported me w1'th h. 1 

d 
. . 1s ove and 

encourage me to part1c1pate in as many act· .t. 
possible. 1v1 1es as 

Being in a wheelchair was difficult but th · · • e most try 
mg times were yet to com.e. Eventually I lost the use -
my arms. What a fr~stratmg. and difficult time this w~f 
for me and my family. Agam I remembered that Go~ 

Betty Patel, who has multiple sclerosis, is known for h 
warmth through her smil~. She is the wife of the Re~r 
Donald Patel, pastor, Ap!mgton Baptist Church A 1· . 
ton, IA. • P mg-
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Betty Patel and the painting by Arta Mae Moore. 

would never leave me nor forsake me and that God 
never makes a mistake in his plan for our lives. I learned 
that I was able to give thanks to God for each hospita l­
ization that followed. Through these times I was able to 
make lasting friendships and was able to be a witness to 
the nurses and many patients. These past ten years have 
been difficult for my family, bu t I must say they have 
been rewarding and fulfilling years for me because of 
what I have learned about God's grace and love. 

~b.ove my hospital bed in my bedroom, I have a 
painting that is very precious to me. It was painted by a 
dear friend, Arta Moore, the wife of Professor Floyd 
~oore from the North American Baptist Seminary in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. This painting has given me a 
new thought about our Christian lives. When I awaken 
each m.orning, the sunlight comes through the window 
and. shines on this painting. At di fferen t times I have 
noticed how much more beautiful the Texas bluebonnets 
are, and the sky's color has become more vivid. The 
grass is greener, a nd even the little red barn in the 
background is a brighter red than when it was first 
brought to me. T his tells me that the same things should 
be happening in our Christian lives. Our lives should 
?ecome m.ore ~eautiful in the sight of God and others; 
Just as this painting has become more beautiful in the 
past two .year.s due to the unique drying process of this 
type of 011 painting. 

How sufficient God' s grace has been in my life during 
t~ese past years! My prayer is that our lives may con­
tJ~ue ~o grow and tha t we may let the light of Chris t 
shine .m our lives just as this painting has become more 
beau.tiful thr~ugh the past years. I pray that God will 
continue to give me the wisdom to know how to use my 
~fflicti~n to serve Christ in a greater way and to let my 
hght shme for Christ each day of my life. 

" And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness" 
(II Cor. 12:9). O 

PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING END OF THE 

YEAR GIVING 

The clock ticks away minutes , hours , 
days, weeks and mont hs until fina lly the 
year 1978 will end . A t midnight, De­
cember 31, the year will close with a 
sense of finality. At that time anything 
tha t was left undone will have to be ac­
complis hed next year. 

For most of us who fu nct ion on a 
calendar year, our giving to the Lord' s 
work needs to be reviewed. At this point 
in time most people will have a good 
idea of their income level for the year. 
You can also review your giving reco rd 
lo date to determine if it has kept pace 
with your income. It 's at this point that 
many Christ ia n people like to make a 
fin a l gift for the year. If you wa nt to 
have your contribution count fo r deduc­
tion purposes, your gift must be given 
or mailed before December 31. I t is 
perfectly legit imate to take advantage of 
the generous tax deducti ons made ava il­
able by the United States and Canadian 
go vernments. 

One of the basic giving pr inciples 
taught in Scripture is that your giving is 
based o n God's provisio n, as Paul sug­
ges ts in I Corinthians 16:2, " As God 
has pros pered . .. " Since infla tion is 
moving mos t people into higher income 
levels, it at least follows tha t o ur giving 
s hould increase. This avoids the bad 
pract ice of g iving the same amount a s 
last year . 

As you carefully and prayerfully con­
sider your giv ing, let me suggest some 
different ways to give: 

l. GIVE CASH - T his is the most 
popula r way to give. This may be a 

The Rev. Everelf A. Barker is esrare 
planning direcror of rhe Norrh Ameri­
can Baptist Conference. 

by Everett A. Barker 

good time to fulfi ll any commit­
ments you have made. 

2 . GIVE STOCKS- Significant tax 
benefi ts are avai lable fo r donation 
of stocks held twelve mon ths or 
more. You can avoid the capital 
gains tax entirely and receive a 
deducti0n for the Fair Market Value. 

3. GIVE CAPITAL GA INS ONLY­
You can sell the stock to the 
organization for your cost a nd do­
nate the capita l gains. A specia l 
formula determines the lowered tax 
on the capita l gains. 

4. G IVE REAL ESTATE-You can 
donate a house, farm, business 
property or land. Since much real es­
tate has appreciated in recent years 
there are significant tax ad vantages 
in donating real esta te. 

5 . G IV E LI FESTOCK / C ROPS-
Some farmers give livestock or crops 
as a matter of convenience. 

6. GIVE BUSINESS INVENTORIES 
-Certain businessmen give inven­
tories. Tax benefits are limited in 
giving livestock , crops and inven­
tories. 

7. GI VE INSURANCE POLICIES/ 
DIVIDENDS-Life insurance offers 
many advan tageous ways to give. 
Give cash value, dividends or change 
the benefic iary . 

8. G IVE OTHER PROPE RTY-Give 
cars , antiques, gold or other valuable 
collecti bles. 

9. G IVE THROUGH YOUR CO R­
PORATIO N- The owners o f fam ily 
corporations can usually give 
through thei r companies. 

10. G IVE IN HONOR OF A LOVE D 
ONE-A memorial gi f t can be given 
in honor of a loved one. Gifts in lieu 

o f flowers can have a lasting effect. 

The end of the year also brings the 
beautiful Christmas reminder o f God' s 
gift of love. Because of what God has 
done in giving his Son J esus Christ to 
us, a response of giving on our part is 
appropriate. What kind of gift does 
God want from you and me? Fi rst of 
all , he wants commitment to himself. 
Then he wants us to further this work 
through our time, effort and gifts . Your 
fi nancial gift makes it possible fo r our 
m issionaries to share the gospel. A spe­
cial gift a t this time helps our Con­
ference continue its ministries through 
missions , Church Extens ion and educa­
tion at North American Baptist Semi­
nary and North A merican Baptist Col­
lege. 0 

' ~ 
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For more information send for 
the following brochures : 

0 " December Giving . 
IO Ways 

D " What Every Giver Should 
Know About Taxes" 

0 I would like assistance, 
please contact me . 

Name 

Street Address 

City State/ Province Zip 

Send to : Everett A . Barker, 
North American Baptist Con­
ference, I So . 2 10 Sum mit Ave ., 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 
Phone (3 12) 495-2000. 
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CHURCH EXTENSION BU ILDERS 

CORONA,CA,CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by Ron Hartman 

Sunday, Sept. 10, 1978, wi ll a lways be a red letter day for 
the Corona Heights Baptist Fellows hip. It was on tha t day tha1 
we first met as God's people in worshi p. A warm spirit of love 
a nd unity was experienced by a ll, as we worshiped in the living 
room of Ed a nd Letha Ho ffmann. In all we had 24 adults and 
18 children in a11endance. 

The City of Corona is a cha rming !Own of 35,000 people. In 
recent years Corona has experienced rapid growth a nd is lo­
cated in one of the 12 holies t housing markets in the U.S. 

Over 1he years, severa l North American Baptis t famil ies 
have moved to the Corona area. Since they were una ble to fin d 
a good eva ngelical church in Corona, the Southern California 
Associatio n felt God 's lead ing in planr ing a new church . Land 
was purchased , and Ron H anman was ca lled as the pastor. O n 
Feb . 16, 1978, fi ve couples s tan ed a home Bible s tudy. Besides 
Bible siudy, tim e was devo1ed to prayer , 1he sharing of needs 
a nd blessings a s well as fellowsh ip. These couples, a long wi1h 
a few O!hers, formed a sl rong nucleus for the chu rch. 

Shortl y af1er the Bible s1udy was started, four women began 
to mee1 to encourage one another a nd to learn 10 grow as 
wives and mot hers. In October they began a minis try for 
women of the c hurch and community. 

Spiritual leadership is the concern of the four men who have 
been meeti ng fo r breakfast on T uesday morn ings a t 5:45 a.m. 
They meet to encou rage, s tudy a nd pray for each 0 1her. Their 
goa l is fo r each man to become a ma n of God a1 home, at 
work and in the Body of Chris!. 

The church as it now ex ists is C hr is1-ceniered, Bible preach­
ing , fam ily-oriented a nd committed to mini stering to one 
another and to proclaiming Chris1 1hroughout the community. 
Q uali1y grow1 h in the lives of the mem bers is a priori ty. Small 
g ro ups of comm itted Christ ians supporti ng each ot her are the 
building blocks . 

The chu rch site is 7 .8 acres o f o range grove located on a 
major thorough fare . There is a single s tory house on th e land 
which will be remodeled Jo meet ci ty requirements for wors hip. 
T he cost of Ihis projec1 will be $ 15,000, $6,000 for the park ing 
lo t alone. This hou se will hold 70 adults in assembly. Future 
plan~ call for the building of a multi -purpose faci lit y. 

It is through your continued prayer a nd support that this 
beginning has been made poss ible a nd tha t these fu ture plans 
ca n become a rea lity. I f you feel God lead ing you to invest in 
th is project , please send your contribution designated fo r the 
Corona Heights Baptis t Fell owship to North American Bap ti st 
C o nference, I S. 21 0 Summit Ave., Oak brook Terrace, IL 
6018!. 

The Rev. Ron f-larrman is pastor of the Corona /-/eights Bap­
tist 1-ellowship, Corona, CA. 

22 I BAPTIST HERALD 

December 1978 

The Congregation. first Sunday worship 9/10/ 78. 

Aon Hartman, wife Sherry, and Chuck Ball shares the master plan. 
Matt, Mark, Heidi. 

Breakfas t meetings s trengthen Children's church. 
friendship and spirit ual ties. 

CHRISTMAS .. . 
(Continued from page 6) 

mas holidays bring visions of hot sun 
and sa nd , not snow Ourries and ice. 

"0 Tanne nbaum! 0 T a nnenba um! " 
(Oh , C hri stmas Tree! Oh, C hristma s 
T ree!") is the fa miliar German song 
which expresses such great love for thi s 
evergreen . To many it is a symbol of 
immortality, a nd a lthough the German 
people have been g iven credit for fi rst 
lighting a nd decorating t rees, the idea 
actua lly began much earlier. Primitive 
tribes revered nature and believed every­
thing had life. By adorning branches 
and bringing them indoors, they invited 
the god o f natu re in to their homes. The 
Druids in Northern E u rope pu t lighted 
candles on boughs as a t ribute to their 
sun god, Ba lder. Now C hrist ians use the 
evergreen tree to denote the bringing of 
new life to the world th rough J esus 
Christ. 

In Germany a f1 er !he Reforma1ion of 
Luther, some histor ians say, the Pro1es-

tants wanted to substitute a Christ C hild 
symbol (Das Ch ristkindl) for St. Nicho­
las , the tree-bearer and gift-giver. So, in 
many homes, when the family had gath­
ered toget her in 1he evening, a young 
girl with blond hai r, dressed in a white 
robe played the part. She wore a go lden 
crown and car ried a small Christmas 
tree in one hand . Even thoug h these 
Protestants have changed their celebra­
tion from Decem ber 6 (St. N icko laus 
Day) to C hri st 's birth , many still con­
tin ue to give and receive small gifts on 
that day, as before. 

Candles have become a n integral part 
of any C hristmas celebration. In Spain 
many families place a burning ta per 
above their door, while in Ita ly candles 
glow from windows symbolizing the 
lighting of the path way for Chri st. On 
the firs t Sunday in Advent, church al­
ters and communion tables are lit by 1he 
light of a single taper. Every Sunday 
which follows brings the addi1ion of an­
other candle, un1il four are shining on 
Chris1mas. 

YOUR INVESTMENT CAN NOW YIELD 
A DOUBLE DIVIDEND 

through the 
CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 

or 
CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 

CANADA, LTD. 

1. Your investment will be earning interest to secure 
your future. 

2. Your investment will help qualified new churches 
construct facilities for worship and study at reduced 
interest loans. 

D Yes, I want to earn Double Dividends. 

Name: ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Address: ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

City State/Prov. Zip 

I wish to invest$ __ (multiples of $100 please). I am 
aware that I will earn quarterly interest. 
Investment period: 1 yr.-51/2 %. 2 yrs-5 3/.i %. 

3 yrs-6%. 4 yrs.-61/4%. 5 yrs.-63/4 % 

D Please send me information concerning Church 
Extension Investors Fund. 

Send coupon to: 
Church Extension Investors Fund 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

Christmas traditi ons a re diverse. P eo­
ple celebrate the season in relig ious as 
well as secular ways. As you fi nd your­
self serving a s host or hostess at 
Christmas, be care ful not to become so 
concerned with what will be served, 
what method of gi ft distribution would 
be m ost appropriate. The joy o f a 
Christmas celebra tion is surel y not 
dependent upon s uch worldly concerns. 
Be assured that when God's g ift was 
g iven , it was g iven to a ll men, fro m a ll 
nations . If those celebrating with you 
are C hri stians, the songs sung will be 
from the heart , a nd the carols will 
represent universal joy. This is what 
such a n international birthday s hould 
reOect ... the g iving of a Messiah to a ll 
ma nkind. 0 

IS IT WORTH IT? 
(Continued f rom page 12) 

Bo rneo, Indonesia. The groom claimed 
tha1 M iss L. Wipf had been 1he fi rs! 
person from whom he had heard aboul 
Chri s1ia ni1 y during his j unior or senior 
high school yea rs. The young people of 
the Kobe Church sang very heartily for 
the couple, "We've a story to tell to the 
na tio ns ... " And that' s what m issions 

is a ll about. 
O r consider the aspect of fellowship 

(Continued on page 27) 

YOU OUGHT TO KNOW ... 

about 
Leadership Learning Opportunities 
by H enry G. Ra mus . 

This is a n 8 1-page manua l containing 
guidelines for establishi ng a regular 
and continuous program o f training 
opportunities to develop volunteer 
leadershi p in the local c hu rch. 

It describes four levels of training 
opportunities: 

I. Training Classes (When , How , 
W ho, Wha t) 

2. In-Service Training 
3. Seminars, Conventions, Work­

shops 
4. Individua l Study 

The appendix contains a n annotated 
bibliography of many books whic h 
will be helpful to church leaders . 

Cost : $3.50 

O rder from: 
Ch urch Minis1ries Departme nt 
I So. 2 10 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace , IL 60 18 1 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Liske of Ripley Boule­
vard Baptist Church, Alpena, Ml, cele­
brated thei r golden wedding anniversary 
on Aug. 12, 1978. Their son, the Rev. Fer­
ris Liske, was master of ceremonies and 
showed slides of the family. The pastor, 

the Rev. Jacob Ehman, spoke. The 
Liskes have five children, 20 grandchi l­
dren and two great-grandchildren. They 
have been members of Ripley Boulevard 
Baptist Church for fifty years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Stobee celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on June 
8, 1978. The were married at Phone Hi ll. 
The cong regat ion of Central Bapti st 
Church, Yorkton, SK, held a social hour 
in their honor following the evening ser­
vice, June 18, with a program and re­
freshments. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Grunert celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary on Ju ly 
21, 1978. They are members of Central 
Baptist Church, Yorkton, SK. The W.M.S. 
hosted a tea, which included a short pro­
gram, for members and friends in their 
honor at their home. 

KELOWNA, BC. Missionaries Larry 
Scheffler, Dr. Jerry Fluth and Mr. and 
Mrs. Curt Radke ably presented the chal­
lenge of missions at a missionary con­
ference held at Trinity Baptist Ch urch 
recently. At the clos ing rally, the Rev. F. 
Folkerts, associate secretary for over­
seas missions, brought the message. 
Following this and during the fellowship 
time, missionary slides and displays 
w_ere viewed. The Rev. Ken Priebe, mis­
sionary to Cameroon, testified to God's 
continuing grace in the life of his family. 

The Sunday School reach out cam­
paign, " Count on Me," has brought in­
creased attendance. The series, " How 
Shall We Then Live," by Francis Schaef­
fer, _are currently being shown at the 
evening services. The Rev. Richard 
Hohensee is the pastor. (E. Hoffman 
reporter.) ' 

JAMESBU.RG, NJ On Oct. 1, 1978, during 
the ~orn1ng worship hour at the First 
Baptist Church, six persons were wel-
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corned into the membership of the 
church by the Rev. Karl E. Bieber. All had 
been baptized by the pastor recently on 
con fession of thei r faith in Jesus Ch rist. 
(Marguerite Lee, reporter.) 

ONOWAY, AB. The Onoway Bapt ist 
Church bade farewell to Pastor Gerald 
Froese and his wife Judi and their small 
son Greg on Sunday evening, Sept. 24, 
1978. An engraved tray was presented to 
them from the church. The Onoway 
Women's Missionary Society's president, 
Mrs. Eileen Schatz, presented a spoon to 
Judi. 

The Froese fami ly is moving to Saska­
toon, SK. (Mrs. Bonney Guidinger, re­
porter.) 

VANCOUVER. BC. On Sept. 29, 1978, the 
Ladies' Missionary Society o f Ebenezer 
Baptist Church celebrated their 50th an­
niversary. Dr. Laura Reddig, our guest 
speaker, shared her experiences as a 
missionary wi th us following a dinner. 
Seventeen former L.M .S. presidents were 
present. Three of the charter members 
attended the program. 

Presently there are 46 members and 
three honorary members. Mrs. Emma 
Bush is the president of the L.M.S. 
(Delila Cichon, secre tary.) 

OCHRE RIVER, MB. Mr. Herman Pri kker 
(pictured with his wife) is the first church 
organist o f Grace Bapt ist Church since 
the church was organized. And he still 

faith fully serves the Lord in this capacity 
after fifty years. He also served as 
organist for the senior mixed choir for 
many years. Mr. Prikker was presented a 
gift on behalf of the church in recogni­
tion of fifty years faithful service at a 
special service, Aug. 20, 1978. (Fred J. 
Amman, reporter.) 

LINTON. ND On September 17 First Bap­
tist Church celebrated a Harves t-Mission 
Festival with Dr. Laura Reddig as guest 
speaker. The Festival began Saturday 
evening with a tea for the ladies and girls 
of the church. The tea included special 
music and a presentation o f slides show­
ing the medical work in Cameroon. 

On Sunday morning Dr. Reddig spoke 
in the worship service on the theme, "A 
God of Miracles." At the afternoon ser­
vice, a represen tative from each fami ly 

brought their offering to the front, plac­
ing it on an open Bible which was in­
cluded in a display of fruits and vegeta­
bles. (Barbara Zimbelman, reporter.) 

CHI CAGO, IL. On Sunday evening, Sept. 
17, 1978, the Foster Avenue Baptist 
Church held an installation and dedica­
tion service for Miss Jennell Mauch, the 
new director of Christian education and 
youth ministries. The Rev. Willis Potratz, 

Great Lakes Area secretary, brought the 
message. Words of welcome into the 
N.A.B. Conference were brought by the 
Rev. Bruce Rich, general director, Church 
Minist ries Department. Testimonies of 
appreciation were shared by several in­
volved in Christian education ministries 
of the church. Pastor Eldon G. Schroeder 
offered the prayer of dedication for Miss 
Mauch. 

Jennell is a native of California and 
was a member of the Willow Rancho 
Bapt ist Church, Sacramento. She is a 
graduate of California State University, 
1976, and from North American Baptist 
Seminary, 1978. (Ruth E. Navrodtzke, 
reporter.) 

BENTON HARBOR, ML Having had the 
privilege of saying goodby at a farewell 
party for our dearly beloved music direc­
tor, church moderator and friend, Don 
Clements, and his lovely wife, Arlene, we 
are looking forward to the coming fel­
lowship of our new administrator and 
outreach pastor, the Rev. Cliff Hami l, 
wi fe Beverly, and fami ly (pic tured) at 
Napier Parkview Baptis t Ch urch. 

The Lord is working in the Benton Har­
bor area through the young people in 
schools, sports, Bible studies, visitation, 
prayer groups and our pastors' counsel­
ing sessions. The Rev. Herman Effa is 
senior pastor, and the Rev. James Cal­
kins is youth minister. (Lois Breitkreuz, 
reporter.) 

ELGIN, IA. The Rev. Ben Hulsing had the 
pleasure of baptizing three persons at 
the morn ing worship service, Oct. 1, 
1978. At the communion service that fo l­
lowed, these three plus two others were 
welcomed into the membersh ip of the 
church. (Ruth Jacob, reporter.) 

PHI LADELPH IA, PA. Sunday, Sept. 24, 
1978, was celebrated as Homecoming 
Sunday at the Pilgrim Baptist Church. 
Pastor Paul Meister's message was 
"God's Yards tick for Today." During the 
morning worship service, 150 Bibles were 
dedicated for the congregation's use in 
the name of Mrs. Emma Kletke. Mrs. 

Kletke had been an active member at 
Pilgrim for 59 years serving in the 
ministry of music. Pictured are Pastor 
Meister, Mrs. Jean Kletke and her daugh­
ter, Christi , who received the first copy 
of the dedicated Scriptures. (Paul 
Meister, pastor.) 

GRAND FORKS, ND. Twenty-f ive people 
were recently rece ived into the member­
ship of Grace Baptist Church. Thirteen 
came by letter, and twelve were baptized 
by the Rev. Robert F. Penner. 

A coffee fel lowship was held Oct. 1, 
1978, honoring the new members, Mr. 
and Mrs. Reimer Clausen, missionaries 
to Japan , and Pastor and Mrs. Robert 
Penner on their departure for Japan. 
There the Penners visited their daughter, 
Diane, who is serving as a short-term 
missionary. 

The farewell for the Penners was a sur­
prise. The fellowship hall was decorated 
in a Japanese theme with a lovely dis­
play of articles and pictures of Japan. 
The hostesses and members of a skit 
depic ting the Penners' trip were dressed 
in Japanese apparel. A love offering was 
given to the Penners. (Mrs. Bonita J. 
Shambaugh, reporter.) 

BEULAH, ND. The Immanuel Baptist 
Church, pastored by the Rev. Herman 

Kesterke, had their groundbreaking for 
their new church building on Sept. 17, 
1978. A former pastor, the Rev. George 
Neubert, spoke on " The Gift o f Mira­
cles." 

The unique feature of the new build· 
ings (architect's drawing, pictured) is 
that it is three-sided with two sides dug 
into a hillside with only the south side 
exposed. The architects are Be Archi· 
tects, Inc., of Lake Elmo, MN. The 
builder is Schoenrock and Sons, Inc., of 
Hazen, ND. 

YOR KTON, SK. The Rev. and Mrs. Morley 
Schultz and fami ly were honored at a 
farewell service on Sunday, Sept. 3, 1978, 
at the Central Baptist Church. After the 
morning communion service, members 
and friends shared in a pot luck dinner 
and fellowship hour. A program included 
musical select ions by various groups in­
c luding a quintet by the pastor, three 
sons and daughter. Church officers com­
mented on highl ights of Rev. Schu ltz's 
eight and one-half years of ministry 
there. Rev. Schultz, who ably directed 
the choir for several years, lead the choir 
in singing, " The Longer I Serve Him, the 
Sweeter He Grows." Gifts and a love of­
fering were presented to the Schultz 
family. 

They now are ministering at Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, Morris, MB. (Hertha 
Rowden, reporter.) 

TROCHU, AB. Trochu Baptist Church 
welcomed eight new members (pictured) 
into the church, following a Sunday 
morning baptismal service recently. At 

that t ime the pastor, the Rev. John Hoff­
man baptized s ix persons. Two joined 
the church by personal test imony. (Mar­
jorie Haller, reporter.) 

RACINE, WI. An ordination council , 
called by the Grace Baptis t Church on 
Sept. 24, 1978, considered the ordination 
of David Rushton, who is serving as 
Church Extension pastor at Sun Prairie, 
WI, since July 1. The council consisted 
of 28 delegates from ten area churches 
in the Wisconsin Assoc iation. Pastor 
Herman Pohl of Milwaukee and Pastor 
Jothan G. Benke of Kenosha functioned 
as moderator and secretary o f the Coun­
ci l after it was organized under the 
leadership of the church clerk, Oliver 
Bonesteel, Racine. 
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Brother Rushton gave a c lear presen ta­
tion of his doctrinal views and his ex­
perience with the Lord. His wi fe, Carol , 
also shared her experience and ex­
pressed her desire to compliment her 
husband's ministry. After limited ques­
tions and upon recommendation of the 
Council, it was unanimously agreed that 
the church proceed wi th the ordination. 
The ord ination service was held at Grace 
Bapt ist Church at 7:00 p.m. on Septem­
ber 24. (Jothan G. Ben ke, reporter.) 

= 
XENIA, OH. Three new members were 
welcomed into the membersh ip o f Com­
munity Baptist Church during the month 
of September 1978. Pic tured with Pastor 

Arthur Bollaert are (I. to r.) James and 
Karin Gavenda and Barbara Bollaert, 
daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Bol­
laert. (Joanne Durham, reporter.) 

STEAMBOAT ROCK, IA. The Iowa Asso­
ciation held its annual meeting Sept. 
7-10, 1978, at the First Bapt ist Church . 

The theme of the conference was " We 
Are One in the Lord." The visit ing per­
sonnel consisting of the Rev. Mi lton 
Zeeb, area secretary, the Rev. Clarence 
Walth, director of development, N.A.B. 
Seminary; the principal of secondary 
education, Walnut Ridge Academy, 
Waterloo, IA, and the Rev. Art Helwig, 
missionary f rom Cameroon, developed 
the theme. 

The Association welcomed a new 
Church Extension project at South Sio ux 
City, NE, the Tri-State Bapt ist Church, 
giving the Association th ree Church Ex­
tension projects. 

Miss Becky Heerts, missionary to 
Japan, spoke at the W.M.U. meeting. The 
Bapt ist Men heard the Rev. Art Helwig, 
missionary to Cameroon. The Rev. Alfred 
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Weisser advised concerning Estate Plan­
ning. The Associat ion c losed with a pot· 
luck dinner given by the host church. 
(Marjorie Lindaman, reporter.) 

NEW LEIPZIG , NO. The New Leipzig Bap­
tist Church building was dedicated to 
God and to the promotion of his king· 
dom four years ago in August. Since 
then individuals have committed their 
lives to Jesus Christ ; others rededicated 

theirs to him. Eleven people have been 
baptized, six of whom were baptized on 
Father's Day by the pastor (p ictured at 
left), the Rev. Roger Freelander. Two per­
sons joined our church by letter o f trans­
fer. We thank God for these individuals 
and his goodness to us al l. (Lil lian 
Bohnet, reporter.) 

CHANCELLOR, SO. " New Life in Family 
Living" was the theme of the 123rd meet· 
ing of the South Dakota Association at 

in . memor1mn 
lfJAL TER HUETHER, 65, of Wessington 
5pring s, SD, was born to Jacob and 
1..ouise Huether on June 29, 1913, in 
11utchinson County and died Sept. 11, 

1978. On Sept. 29, 1935, he married Em­
J1la Decker at Emery, SD. They farmed 
near Wessington Springs until 1973, 
wtien they ret ired and moved into town. 
waiter was bapt ized in 1938 and was 
presently a member of the Immanuel 
9a,ptist Ch urch of Wessington Springs. 
He used his gifts in count less ways for 
we Lord by hold ing numerous offices 
and singing in choirs, quartets, and other 
groups. Walter was preceded in death by 
hiS parents and one brother. Survivors in· 
elude his wife, Emma; three sons, EIRoy, 
wessington Springs, and Allen and 
Ronald, Sioux Falls; one daughter, Mrs. 
Jack (Elnear) Marshman, Sioux Falls; two 
brothers, Leonard and Ervin, and ten 
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the First Bapti st Church held Sept. 28·30, 
1978. 

Dr. Richard Houts, associate professor 
of ch urch administration and director of 
field education at the North American 
Baptist Seminary, was the keynote 
speaker. His messages challenged us to 
be not only concerned about our relat ion­
ships to God but also to each other. 

The program began with discussion by 
a panel lead by Ben Engbrecht and com­
posed of five laypeople of vari ous age 
groups. The discussion introduced the 
concern we have as Christians in the 
area of family l ife. 

Miss Barbara Kieper, missionary to Ni· 
geria, challenged us with news and in· 
sigh ts of the work she and fellow mis­
sionaries are involved in there. She also 
spoke to the ladies at the W.M.U. l unch· 
eon meeting on Saturday. 

The Baptist Men of South Dakota also 
had a luncheon meeting wi th the Rev. 
Clarence Wal th, N.A.B. Seminary, as 
guest speaker. 

The most s ign ificant budget items ap­
proved were the con tinuation of the 
Church Extension projec t at Brandon, 
SD, and the begin ning o f a new Church 
Extension project at Gi llette, WY. The 
Rev. Charles Hiatt was re·elected as 
moderator of the Association (Ray 
DeNeui, reporter.) 

CRAWFORD, TX. The Rev. Mark Munson 
was ordained to the gospel ministry Aug. 
18, 1978, at the Canaan Baptist Church. 
Rev. Munson is a 1975 graduate o f Bay­
lor University and received his Master of 
Divinity from Southwestern Sem inary in 

grandchildren. Pastor Darwin Stahl of· 
ficiated at the services. 

HERMAN L. SKUBICK, 82, was born 
Nov. 15, 1895, in Detroit , Ml, and died on 
Dec. 9, 1977. He accepted Christ at age 
12, was baptized and joined Ebenezer 
Baptist Church. He served the Lord in 
various capaci ties, using his musical 
abili ties to direct the choir for 20 years, 
serving as a trustee and leading Ebe· 
nezer Church through three building pro· 
grams. He served on the Pension Com· 
mittee of the N.A.B. Conference and was 
vice president o f the Baptist Li fe Associ· 
ation. He is survived by his wife, Es ther 
M. (nee Strauss); one son, Marvin L. ; one 
daughter, Mari lyn R. Althouse; three 
grandchi ldren ; two great·grandchi ldren, 
and fou r brothers. The Rev. Elmer C. 
Strauss, nephew, offic iated at the 
memorial service, assisted by the Rev. 
Wm. Cummins. 

MARTHA M. RUEB, daughter o f John 
and Magdalena Fischer, was born Jan. 
16, 1911, and died Aug. 9, 1978, at age 
67. She married Jacob Rueb Nov. 2, 1929. 
The couple lived in the Herreid, SD, area 
all thei r lives except for a short time in Elk 

1978. A counci l of seven pastors and six 
laymen met to consider the quali fica· 
lions of the candidate and were very 
pleased with his presentation and an· 
swers to questions. 

Rev. Munson is currently the pastor of 
the Canaan Baptist Church. He is mar­
ried to the former Judy Al len of Waco, a 
1977 graduate o f Baylor. They have one 
daughter, Micki, age 3. Rev. Munson 
served in Chicago one summer in a pro­
gram to start new churches and . has 
been pastor of the Canaan church since 
August 1977. (Ronald E. Miller, council 
clerk.) 

SOUTHEY, SK. With great joy we wit· 
nessed the baptism of seven young peo­
ple (pictured wi th Pastor Herbert Bach· 
ler) on March 26, 1978, at the Southey 

\ _I 
Baptist Church. At the communion ser­
vice, following baptism, the hand of 
fellowship was extended to these seven 
along wi th one young woman who was 
received in to the membership on con fes­
sion of faith. (Annette Lang, reporter.) 

Grove, CA. She accepted Christ in 1924, 
was baptized, and joined Herreid Baptist 
Church in 1930. She was an officer in the 
Women's Missionary Society. She and 
her husband served as church custo­
dian s. Survivors include her husband, 
Jacob; four sons: Lloyd, Clarence Jack, 
Allen, and Vernon; two daughters: Mrs. 
Ardella Walther and Mrs. Donley Schaef· 
fer; four brothers: Emil , Rev. Arthur, 
Henry and Edwin J., four sisters: Mrs . 
Alvin Bauer, Mrs. Jake Moulton, Mrs. Ot­
to Bauer and Mrs. Clyde Huber; 20 grand· 
ch i ldren and four great-grandchildren. 
The Rev. Arthur Fischer and the Rev. Ed· 
ward Kopf officiated at the funeral ser­
vice. 

ELSIE BLANDAU, 62, born Sept. 16, 1915, 
d ied Sept. 15, 1978. She accepted Christ 
as Savior at the age of nine and was bap­
t ized by her father, at the time pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Tacoma, WA. 
Miss Blandau was a radiant Christian, 
showing her love for the Lord, and her 
love for people in everything she did. 
She taught elementary school for 25 
years and was a charter member of the 
Tacoma Christian Business and Profes­
sional Women's group. She is survived 
by three sisters: Frieda Blandau o f the 
home, Mrs. Roy (Esther) Monschke, San· 

ta Cruz, CA, and Mrs. Bill (Dorothy) 
Baker, Gautier, MS, and a brother, Dr. 
Richard J. Blandau, Edmonds, WA. The 
Rev. Fred C. Sweet officiated at the 
memorial service. 

OLGA MARTHA BUCKHOLZ (BUCKLES). 
born Dec. 10, 1895, to the Rev. and Mrs. 
Adam Litwin, died June 14, 1978, at Ed­
monton, AB. She accepted the Lord as 
Savior at an early age and was bapti zed. 
On Oct. 27, 1916, she married Gustav 
Buckholz and moved to Edmonton AB 
There she was an active member df th~ 
Women's Missio nary Society and t he 
mixed choir. She served as the church 
organist and soloist for many years. Mrs. 
Buckholz was predeceased by her son 
Arthur in in fancy and her husband Gus· 
tav. Survivors include two brothers: Emil 
and Oscar Li twin; one sister, Lydia 
Mil ler; four daughters: Agnes Borchert 
and Madeli ne Pape, Edmonton; Joyce 
Jones and Iris Lipi nski, Toron to, ON, and 
eight grandchi ldren. The Rev. Gerald 
Scheel and Dr. Donald Borchert offici· 
ated at the funeral service. 

FRIEDA GASSNER was born on June 3, 
1894, at Rabbi t Hil l, AB, into the family 
of one o f our pioneer pastors, the Rev. F. 
A. Mueller. At the age of 12, she ac· 
cepted Christ as her Savior and was bap­
tized by her father on Feb. 4, 1907, at 
Leduc, AB. On May 22, 1917, she married 
the Rev. Leo Gassner wi th whom she 
served in seven N.A.B. churches. In every 
church she took a very active part as S.S. 
teacher, in the choirs, and especially in 
the women's organizations. After the un· 
timely passing of her husband in 1945, 
she worked in an office in Vancouver, 
retiring in 1964. She died Sept. 20, 1978, 
at age 84. Survivors include two daugh­
ters: Mrs. Irma Biebrich, Vancouver, and 
Mrs. Ivy Kroll , St. Paul, MN; two sons: 
Ario and Arno, Portland, OR; two 
brothers: Rev. John Mueller and Rev. 
Fred Mueller; one sister, Mrs. Hanna Fal· 
kenberg; nine grandchildren, and one 
great-granddaughter. Dr. A. Patzia and 
Dr. H. J. Waltereit officiated at the 
memorial serv ice. 

ROSE HEPPER, born Aug . 26, 1902, in 
Odessa, Sou th Russia, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Matt is, died Sept. 28, 1978. On 
Dec. 7, 1925, she married Rudolph Hep· 
per. They farmed near Selfridge, ND. 

IS IT WORTH IT? 
(Co11ri1111ed f ro111 page 23) 

wi th others. We were told that very few 
Japanese people invite guests int o their 
homes. H owever, the elderly couple, 

Following her husband's death in 1964, 
she moved to McLaughl in, SD, and in 
1977 to the Baptist Home, Bismarck, ND. 
Survivors include eig ht sons: Calvin and 
William, Mobridge, SD, Adolph, Mc­
Laughlin , SD, Rudolph Jr., Fort Yates, 
ND, Ronald, Isabel, SD, and Harold, Stan­
ley and Alvin, Selfridge; two daughters: 
Mrs. Raymond (Emma) Barchenger, Bis· 
marck, and Mrs. Anton (Norma) Sch nei­
der, McLaughlin; 53 grandchi ldren; 11 
great-grandchildren; three brothers: 
Albert, Wi l liam and Edward Mattis; f ive 
sisters: Mrs. Elizabeth Seidel, Mrs. Peter 
Sittner, Mrs. Howard Perdue, Mrs. Emma 
Albrecht, and Mrs. Edward Follmer. She 
was a member o f F irst Baptist Church of 
McLaughli n. The Rev. R. C. Stad ing of· 
ficiated at the funeral service. 

REV. HENRY HIRSCH was born in 1888 
in Austria-Hungary, celebrated his 90th 
birthday in January 1978 and died May 6, 
1978, in Whit tier, CA, five days after suf· 
fering a stroke. His wife Louise and son 
Wilmer had preceded him in death. He 
graduated from the North American Bap­
tist Seminary in 1914 and served as 
pastor or in terim pastor o f ten North 
American Baptist Conference churches 

in Bismarck, ND, Corona, SD, Manitowoc, 
WI, North Freedom, WI, Minneapol is, 
MN, Cleveland, OH, Goodrich, ND, 
Midland, Ml, Anaheim, CA, and Kyle, TX. 
A victory service was held at Bethel 
Church, Anaheim, CA, wi th the Rev. Ber­
thold Jacksteit off iciating and the 
Reverends Wil l iam Hoover and Adolph 
Braun assisting. Survivors include two 
sons: Ted, Minneapolis, MN, and Bob, 
Whittier, CA; a daughter, Mrs. Helen 

Mr. and Mrs. H anazono, seek Christian 
fellowship . They became Christians and 
were bapt ized duri ng the summer of 
1977. When they noticed M iss Wipf at 
the wedd ing, they immediately inv i ted 
her i nto their home, including Miss 
M iller and the two of us f rom Winni ­
peg. We sensed a genuine sincerity and 

Oliver, Bell evue, WA; a sister, Mrs. Susan 
Schi lling; ten grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren. Memorial gifts may 
be directed to the Library, North Ameri· 
can Baptist Seminary, 1605 So. Euclid, 
Sioux Falls, SD, 57105. 

WANDA JANE MEIER of Wich ita, KS, 
born Oct. 24, 1929, in Marion, KS, died 
Sept. 12, 1978. Wanda accepted Jesus 
Christ as her Savior and was baptized as 
a young girl. Aft er marrying Herbert 
Meier on Oct. 1, 1949, she joined Im· 
manuel Baptist Church, Mari'Jn. Since 
1964 she had been an active member of 
Memory Lane Baptist, Wichita, with par· 
ticular interest in the Whi te Cross work. 
Survivors include her husband, Herb; two 
sons: Bruce, Flagstaff, AZ, and Tim, 
Lindsborg, KS; one daughter, Jul ie 
Wigdahl, Wichita; her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben Ireland, Marion, and three 
brothers: Homer, Ernest, and Roger. 
Pastor Rudie Matheuszik officiated at the 
service. 

JOHN MITTLEIDER, 86, of Herreid, SD, 
born Jan. 14, 1892, in Neudorf, South 
Russia, died Sept. 27, 1978, in Lodi, CA. 
He immigrated to the Glenham, SD, area 
wi th his mother and four brothers and 
later to a farm near Herreid. He married 
Austina Hagel Nov. 24, 1914. Upon retire­
men t in 1950 they moved to Herreid. He 
accepted the Lord as his Savior in 1931 , 
was baptized and joined Herreid Baptist 
Church. Survivors include his wife, 
Austina; three sons: Walter and Mervin , 
Herreid, and Floyd, Lodi , CA; two daugh· 
ters: Lorraine (Mrs. Herbert Rudolph), 
Lodi, CA, and Ardella (Mrs. Elvin Acker­
man), Selby, SD; 17 grandchildren and 22 
great-grandchildren. The Rev. Edward 
Kopf officiated at the f uneral service. 

HAROLD R. SCHRODER was born at 
Avon, SD, April 19, 1906, and died Sept. 
13, 1978. He was bapt ized in 1922 and 
joined First Bapti st Churc h, Avon, where 
he served as S.S. superintendent, S.S. 
teacher, deacon, and ch urch clerk. He 
married Virginia Best, Aug. 6, 1955. Sur· 
vivors include his wi fe, Virginia; hi~; 
children: Paul of Pella, IA, and Tom ancl 
Beth at home; four sisters: Frieda 
Schroder, Rena Popkes, Thelma Baldwin 
and Erma Lenzner; one brother, W. L. 
(Bob) Schroder. The Rev. Henry Lang of­
ficiated at the funeral service. 

love stream ing from their lives. 
These and many other experiences, in­

cluding the Christian radio broadcasts . 
are affirmations to me that it is worth i t 
all in Japan- even tho ugh it i a sl ow 
progress . The missionaries there and 
elsewhere are dedicated to the cause; 
and l thank God for them . , ' 
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ROUMANIAN DELEGATION 
LARGEST 

VIENNA-The la rges t an endance 
ever recorded al a n annual mee ting of 
the European Ba ptist Federation Coun­
cil included a large delega tion from the 
Ba ptist Union o f Rouma nia . 

About one-third of the Union's pas­
tors, many accompa nied by their wives, 
came to Vienna to lake pa rt in the com­
me m orat ion of the 450th a nniversary of 
the martyr death of Anabaptis t leader 
Ba lthasar H ubmaier, and lo anend the 
Council sess ions. 

Other Union officials a nd church 
representati ves attended a lso. The 
Rouma nian delega tion made up m ore 
tha n one-half of the total Cou ncil 
regis tration of 162 persons . EBPS 

STUDENTS VISIT 
HUNGARIAN CHURCHES 

BOSCH E N D UIN-Eight students 
from the Netherlands Baptis t Sem ina ry 
look. pa rt. in a visit to the Ba ptist 
Semina ry in Budapest a nd churches in 
H ungary in earl y September. 

T ravelling by au tomobile in three 
teams, the s tudents visited di fferent con­
gregations where they gave their test i­
mony a nd sang. Bu t a spokesma n said 
" It was also so good for us to li sten t~ 
the beautiful church choirs ." 

T he group excha nged ideas and in­
f ~rma tion at the Budapes t semina ry 
Wllh s tudents and professors, and were 
welcomed into Baptis t homes in the 
area . In addi t ion, they were taken 
around the city of Budapest and in­
formed about H ungary's history. EBPS 

GOD AT WORK IN C HI NA 
. Ge~rg~ Young, a former Brit ish Bap­

tist m1ss10nary to China, has been privi­
leged to visit tha t Asia n land where he 
and hi ~ wife \ pent 27 years before being 
expell ed in 195 1. H e reported op1imis1i ­
c:all y, on hi \ return 10 London, that 
.. 11 0 1hing can ultimately impede'" the 
rnming o f God \ kingdom to China. He 
no ted 1hat .. the seed i\ ~till there and 
groll' ing. The\e c heerfu l Chris tians in 
the C hinese churc h wa nt m to know 

chuchle 
with bruno 
A good teacher is someone who can 
understand those no t very good at ex­
pla ining and explain it to those who a re 
no t very good a t undersia nding. 
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that despite out ward a ppearances, G od 
has been, and sti ll is, migh t ily at work 
with them ." 

SUN WILL DO DOUBLE JOB 
IN ISRAEL 

S DOM-A new ho tel to be opened in 
the Ein Bokek a rea near here this sum­
mer will be the first ho tel in the wo rld 
to be heated and cooled exclusively by 
solar energy. 

The hotel will be cooled in the hot 
Dead Sea summer a nd hea ted in the 
winter by a system connec ted to a sola r 
pool near the hotel. T he ho tel's owners 
wanted to supplement the sola r pool 
hea ting system with a conventio na l o ne, 
but the scientis ts w ho des igned the unit 

insisted tha t it needed no s tandby. 
The deputy head of the T amar local 

c?unci l, Sholon~ o Drori, who is respon­
sible fo r touris t development in the 
Dead Sea area, said the plan is for a ll 
the hotels in the area to heat and cool 
their premises with so lar energy. 

T he head of the team of scientists 
w.ho re~earched a nd bui lt the projec t , 
B1nyamrn Doron, sa id that within a few 
years he hopes to produce both e lectri­
ci ty and d istilled water wi th the help of 
the solar pools. 

In the more d istant future, he sa id, 
there is a possibi lity that the Dead Sea 
which wou ld make an idea l g iant sola ; 
pool, could supply energy fo r the w hole 
count ry . 

CHRISTMAS WEEK IN JERUSALEM TO BE HIGHLIGHTED 
BY SACRED MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Jerusalem, Israel-Each year in Manger Square, Be.thlehem, in the shadow of the Church of the 
Nativity-the tradit ional site of Jesus' birth-choirs from around the world smg hym ns and 
festive music as midnight approaches on Christmas Eve. This year some 50,000 pi lgrims from 
around the world are expected to come to Israel and throng the streets of this ancient town, as 
church bells toil to celebrate the I 978 th Christ mas. 

In addition to the choral program, a week of perfo:m.ances of sacred i:i usic wi ll take place in 
Jerusalem during the Christmas period. A very sm nng and 1mpre~s1 ~e program has been. 
planned using various aud itoria and theatres in the Holy Cuy, and will include J:laydn's THE 
CREATION Oratorio, J. S. Bach's MASS in B-Mmor and a nu mber of other classical and some 
modern Israeli works. 

This year, unusually, the Jewish holiday of CHANU~AI:-I (whi.ch com!11emorates the Macc~­
bean uprising against the Syrian Empire in 167 Bc;J c01nc1des wllh Clmstm.a~-and !he ~us1c 
fes ti val will also include some ritual J ewish music, as well as the mag111f1cent oratorio by 
Handel, JUDAS MACCABEUS. 0 

A liule gi rl, who visited her friend in 
the home, admired her thought ful a nd 
loving fa ther. "Where d id you get your 
fa ther? " s he asked . " I don't know," 
she replied . " I think he came with the 
house." 

Beware of the sa int wit h an open mout h 
and a closed pocket book! 

Some people s uffer in silence louder 
than o thers. 

Said the doctor to a patien t on the 
phone in reply to an urgent appeal : 
"No, Mrs. J ones, you have it all wrong . 
T he ailment was imaginary; the bi ll is 
real." 

Those who go ssip a re ofte n caugh1 1n 
the ir own " mou th !raps. " 

Anger is that feeling tha1 makes your 
mouth work fas ter than yo ur mi nd . 

( 
• A new 11 0 retirement apartment 
com p lex at Evergreen Baptist Home, 
White Rock, BC, was dedicated Sept. 
10 , 1978 . The Rev. Rudy Rapske is the 
adm inistrator there, and the Rev. J ohn 
Wolle nberg serves as chaplain . 

• Dr. John Wobig has accepted the 
posit io n of visi tation pastor at Bethany 
Ba pt ist Ch urch , P ort land, OR. 

• M r. Wayne Williams began his 
ministry as pas to r o f G lencullen Baptist 
Church , P ortland , OR , in August. 

• Mr. E. Ray Stewart, Jr., is the direc­
to r o f youth at Grace Baptist Temple, 
Upper Sandusky, OH , as of Sept. I , 
1978. 

• Mr. Charles Whims resigned from 
the posi tio n of director of C hristian 
educat io n , G ra nd Forks, ND, effective 
Sept. 20, I 978. 

FAITH IS ... 
(Continued f rom page 13) 

or two Bible verses, I would use Prov. 
3:5 ,6. T o tota ll y apply these verses is to 
have fait h. 

- Susan D . Jones, 
Mounta inview Baptist Church, 

Spearfish, SD 

I open my Bible to Malf. 17:20, "If 
ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to y onder place; and it 
shall remove; and nothing shall be im-

ORIENTAL 
IMPRESSIONS 

Last month we brought a number of 
reports of young people who al/ended 
the 8 . W.A . Youth Conference in Ma­
nila. Because of lack of space we had to 
hold back the report by Vera Janke 
which we are printing below. 

Being a Canad ian and quite unaware of 
the Japa nese culture in general, our visit 
to the North Amer ican Baptist mis­
siona ry church in Osaka, Japan, proved 
to me to be a very enriching experience. 
Al l o f m y misconceptions of what a 
m issionary church would be like 
changed drast ically. 

Instead o f being taken to a setting of 
thatched huts a nd very poor living con-

m 
• The Rev. Fred Merke accepted the 
pastorate of H umbervale Park Baptist 
Church, Toronto, ON, effecti ve J an. I, 
1979. H e has served as pastor of Baptist 
Mission Church, Chicago, IL, since 
1968 . 

• Calvary Baptist Church, Hoisington, 
KS, in the Southwestern Association has 
dis banded and sold the church building. 

• Rev. Robert Coombe was ordained 
by the Riverview Baptist Church, West 
S t. P aul, MN, on Oct. 15, 1978 . 

• The Rev. James Brygger began his 
ministry as pastor of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church and Strassburg Bapt ist Church, 
Marion, KS, on Nov. 5, 1978. T he two 
churches have voted to have a yoked 
ministry, sharing the pastor. 

• The new Church Extension work to 
be started in Gillete, WY, was adopted 

possible unto y ou." 
I possess the ability to believe and 

have faith in God, myself and others. 
Faith is a special force that I cannot 
weigh or 1neasure, but it is there, just as 
God is always there. I can place my 
ideas and problems before him, and 
through my faith, I am guaranteed his 
guidance and help. 

As a Christian, my faith gives me 
confidence in myself and in others. If I 
am sure and steadfast in my faith, I can 
move mountains. No mailer what task, 
whether it be diff icult or simple, I can 

ditions, we were taken to a very small, 
but very comfortable modern church in 
typical Japanese style, which also served 
as a home fo r the m issionaries. The 
church was furnished with woven floor 
mats and came complete with Oriental 
decor. 

We experienced the traditional Japa­
nese custom of removing our shoes at 
the door, as we were introduced to ex­
tremely warm hearted m issionaries, the 
church pastor, his wife and the J apanese 
young people . Here we experienced a 
precious time of fellowship through 
singing a nd sharing of testimonies, as 
God's spirit bound us as one body . 

I think what impressed me the most 
however, was our responsibility as 
fellow Christians to support this work 
through financial assistance and prayer . 
Meeting Christian young people, who 
came to know J esus Christ primarily 

appening J 

by the South Dakota Associat ion at its 
annual session in October. 

• The Rev. David Rushton was or­
dained by Grace Baptist Church, Ra­
cine, WI, on Sept. 24, 1978 . 

• The Rev. Ario Grenz has resigned as 
pa stor of Grace Baptist Church, Bison, 
KS, effective Jan. 2, 1979 . He plans to 
begin a program of graduate studies at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
na ry, Fort W orth, T X . 

• The Rev. Willi Kurtz became associ­
a te pastor at McDermot Ave. Bapt ist 
Church, Winnipeg, M B, on Sept. 17, 
1978. H e formerly served a Mennonite 
Brethren church in New York C ity. 

• The Rev. Mark Munson was or­
dained Aug. 18, 1978, by the Canaan 
Baptist Church, Crawford, TX, where 
he is pastor. 

approach it with conf idence, because I 
know that with God nothing is impossi­
ble. I begin each day with confidence 
that faith can give, fo r I am that tiny 
mustard seed with the Lord God A l­
mighty right beside me, ready to face 
any task that is before me. 

Faith is the source of all my blessings: 
I believe and I am saved; I believe and 
my needs are satisfied; I believe in God, 
and I am content and happy. 

- Diane Budnik, 
Foster A venue Baptist Church, 

Chicago, IL 0 

through the influence o f the m1ss1onary 
church, embedded in m y mind the im­
portance of this work. 

I was very grateful for this visit , in 
that it opened m y eyes to see fi rst hand 
a bit o f what our m issionaries are do­
ing, and the dedicat ion which they s how 
to their wor k. 
Vera Janke, Thornhill Baptist, Calgary, 
AB 

FOR SALE 
80 North America n H ymnals @ 
$3.00/ copy. (excluding mail or 
freight charges). All books are in ex­
cellent condition. Please contact: 

Mr. Kurt Koberstein 
German Baptist M ission C hurch 
31 Morningside D r. (res .) 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada R3T 4A2 
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IS THERE 
SOMETHING 

MISSING IN YOUR 
CHRISTMAS? 

A highl ight for thousands of Christ ian 
pilgrims who come to Bethlehem every 
Christ mas is to walk down the steps to a 
rock-hewn cave and to look at a 14-
pointed silver star set in the floor. This 
spot is believed to be the very place 
where Jesus was born. 

The star refl ects the flickering light of 
16 oi l lamps hangi ng above it, burning 
day and night in eternal remembrance. 

When I was in Israel a nd visited the 
Basilica o f the Nati vity, I also c lim bed 
down into the nativity cave. Catholic 
visito rs made the sign of the cross upon 
entering . Other tourists stood in awe 
and prayed. We Baptis t editors, who 
had been invit ed by the Israeli govern­
ment to to ur their country, did not fully 
share the emoti ons of the other pil­
grims; at least I did not. I had looked. in 
deep gra titude at the hill s, moun1a1ns 
and lakes, full y aware that about 2,000 
years ago, the eyes o f my Lord m ust 
have looked at the very same scenes . 

But standing stooped over in ~he low 
and narrow cave I had a hard ti me be­
liev ing that any 'human being knew the 
exact spot where J esus was born. And 
frankly, to me it really did not mau er. 
The fact that Jesus was born a nd be­
came the Savio r o f the world is mo re 
important to me than knowing the 
precise location. 

Not believi ng in the a uthenticity of 
the cave, my eye~ somewhat irrevently 
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wandered around the small room a nd 
fell on the o ne ray of the silver s tar, 
which has its nail missing . I had read 
about this miss ing nai l many years ago . 
Now I saw it with my own eyes. 

Right here, where a Latin inscription 
cla ims, " Hie de Virgina Maria J esus 
Chri st us Natus Est " (Here Jesus Christ 
was born of the Virgin Mary), some­
body has stolen o ne of the 14 silver 
nails which keep the sta r in position. 
This happened in 1847. A wi ld search 
for the thief did not tu rn up any evi­
dence. After some years the search was 
conducted in a more sophi sticated style, 
but the thief was never caught. 

The theft brought about the accusa­
tions and counter accusations, charges 
and counter charges between the Roman 
Catholic and the Eastern Orthodox 
C hu rches. For many years these two 
churches and the countries backing them 
had lived in tensions and jealousy. 
T here was quarreling between Russia 
and France over guardia nship o f holy 
places in Palest ine. 

With the " m issing nail" in the nat iv­
ity star, the rivalry reached new heights. 
Passions were in flamed to such an ex­
tent that the theft o f the nail was partl y 
responsible for the outbreak of the Cri­
mean War in 1853 , first between Russia 
and Turkey, and in 1854 also between 
Russia and England/ France, which 
sided with Turkey. 

I looked at the hole, and my thoughts 
went back to the thief. What had been 
his motive fo r the theft? Was it the 
va lue of silver that had made him steal 
the nai l, or was it plai n souvenir hunt ­
ing mania? Or was it perhaps jealous 
hatred toward another chu rch organiza­
tion? Wha tever the motive, litt le did he 
know that many decades later, visi ting 
touri sts would still bemoan the loss of 
one of the na ils at a revered place of 
worshi p. 

I had to think of my life. Was there 
something miss ing that ot hers regre tted 
or were even distu rbed about? Perha ps I 
myself did not consider the mi ssing part 
tha t significant, just a s the star is 
securely held by thi rteen nai ls and real ly 
does not need the fo urt eenth nail. St ill , 
every visitor of the grot to-in spite o f 
the golden splendor al l arou nd- looks 
at the spot where som et hing is mi ss ing, 
where the harmony is broken. 

As we are approaching the Christmas 
season, we rejoice with coun tless Chris­
tians over the birth of our Savior. God's 
planning and timing was per fec t, includ­
ing the proclamat ion of the heavenly 
hos ts o n the fields of Bethlehem. 

But th en human beings, frail and im­
perfect, contin ued 10 pass on th e mes­
sage of Chris t' s birth . They built 
shri nes, chapels and cat hedrals o ver the 
sites they considered sacred. For exam­
ple, where Christ was born in lowlin ess 

and poverty, they erected a huge cat he­
dral filled wi t h precious s tones, gold , 
silver and va luable tapestries-a nd bitter 
strife among competing religious 
groups. Instead of praising God for his 
"unspeakable gift," they envied each 
other's possessions. And those who were 
to be reached with the Good News of 
the coming of the Savior were dis tracted 
by what they saw and what they discov­
ered to be missing. 

At C hristmastime, let us thank God, 
the Father , for hi s per fect gift , J esus 
Christ. And then let us ask him to fill 
us abundantly with his Spirit who will 
overcome our sho rtcomings and make 
us whole. We would be poor witnesses 
if peopl e, whose desi re was to see Christ 
in us, would be di stracted by a " missing 
nail" in our C hristi an structure. RJK 

letters to the editor 
Dear Edito r: 

Are you in t he mood fo r some com-
pliments? 

Before t here was time to write to you 
about your September issue of BAP­
TI ST HE RALD, the October issue was 
in my mai lbox. Of specia l delight was 
that eye-catching cover on the Septem­
ber issue. That darling litt le baby looked 
as if she was just wa it ing for someone 
to pick her up a nd love her. The 
photographer deserves commendat ion. 
As the magazine la y o n my kit chen 
table, the litt le beads o f water on the 
baby were so real I welll 10 wipe awa y 
the d rops , th inking I' d spilled something 
on the cover wh ile eat ing! 

The art icl e on "God 's Volunteers" 
was es pecially interest ing also since our 
own Bill Kosachuk was a mem ber of the 
team. 

The well -written a nd intimate a rti cle 
on Alan Littm a n in the October issue 
was excell ent. Alt houg h no t a member 
of Firs t Bapt ist , (Alan's chu rch) I k new 
of the fin e testimony of hi s life. Tha t 
article was a fit ting tri bute 10 a wonder­
ful fam ily. It was the confirmatio n of 
scri pture, " Train up a chi ld in the way 
he should go: and when he is old , he 
will not depart from it. " In Ala n 's ca se 
he was "old " at his teen-age. 

The article a lso serves as an cncour-

agement and a cha llenge to young par­
ents . I t IS possible to rear children in 
today's society to be pure, to love and 
ser~e the Lord. Taking the time to obey 
Scripture pays off. 

. My heart goes out to Pastor and M rs. 
Ltttman, and I remember th em in 
prayer often. It is my prayer, also, that 
God may be glorified by this seeming 
tra.gedy. Perhaps the salvation of the 
guil ty ones will show us the reason 
" I ?" R w iy . egardless, the Littmans have 
the peace of knowing they succeeded in 
the. ~as k God entrus ted to them-the 
tram1ng o f a chi ld to glorify God. 
(Mrs .) Dorothy J. Buitendyk, St. Jo­
seph, M l. 

Dear Editor: 

The number beside m y name some­
times causes me to be rejected and to be 
looked at as being infra-human. It hurts 
because people are so narrow-minded 
a nd most just can't believe that a man is 
capable o f change. And after he has 
changed a nd is seeking a new life, he 
needs and wants to be with people in 
that group which the change places him. 
Today, that 's why I am writing this let­
ter to you. 

As is evident, I 'm in prison and I 
have accepted "Jes us" as Lord and 
Savior. I need to communicate wi th 
people who are C hrist ians like myself. 
In thi s place the majorit y of inmates a re 
non-C hristian, and that leaves a very 
small minorit y of believers . If I had to 
guess 1 'd say there are 80 Christians out 
o f 1,700 inmates. And some o f them are 
Sunday Christians only. I need help to 
grow, and to know tha t someone does 

WITH EYES . . . 
(Continued from page 9) 

care. I need your help. 
Wi ll you please say something in your 

publication to the effect of what I have 
told you, and mention the fact that I 
receive little mail and need caring 
brothers and sisters to write to? I need 
your help, will you aid a brother? 

I thank you either way ! 
-Godspeed-
-En Agape-

Ray Weatherholt #145-767 
P. 0. Box 5500 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 

Dear Editor: 
Here is a word to the pastors among 

your readers. Saint Elizabeths Hospital , 
National Institute of Mental Health, of­
fers ACPE accredited full-time chaplain 
internship and residency training pro­
grams with stipend begin ning May 30, 
1979. Resources for training include in­
terdi sciplinary programs avai lab le 
through the Hospital's Overholser Divi­
sion of Training, as well as community 
mental health act ivities in the city of 
Washington, DC. 

Internship and residency programs 
prepare pastors fo r more effective pas­
toral work and pastoral cou nseling in a 
parish, fo r trammg as institutional 
chaplains, or fo r pastoral work in com­
munity mental health centers . Stipends 
range from $9,788 per year to $ 12,812 
per year depending on level of train ing. 
In add ition , there is an I I-week summer 
program with stipends ranging from 
$628 to $8 15 per mont h depending on 
educational level. This tra ining is fo r 
pastors and seminarians preparing for 
ordination and invo lves learning ex-

periences in both the hospital and com­
munity settings. This fu ll-time summer 
program also begins on May 30, 1979. 

For further information and applica­
tion forms , write to the Protestant 
Chaplains Office, Saint Elizabeths Hos­
pital , Washington, DC 20032. Applica­
tions must be made by Feb. 15, 1979. 

Dear Editor: 
I received the September edition of 

the BAPTIST HERALD with its prelim­
inary announcement concerning our 
next Triennial Conference. This write-up 
on page 2 leads me to ask one question: 
Do we not have pastors, preachers and 
teachers within our own Conference of 
a high enough caliber to be featured 
speakers and to lead Bible studies? 

Perhaps I am mistaken, but to me 
one of the opportuniti es presented by 
the Triennial Conference is that of get­
ting to know and hear the men and 
women o f our own N.A.B. Conference. 
Why is it then that of the five speakers 
listed, only two come from our own 
ran ks? [Three out of five speakers are 
North American Baptist. Editor.} 
Though I have no objection to cooperat­
ing and working with others, is not the 
Triennia l Conference to be an N.A .B. 
Conference? 

It may be too late to change plans for 
the Bismarck conference, but it is hoped 
that in the fu ture those who plan such 
things wi ll look first to our own Con­
ference and to the God-given talents 
available there. Heinz D. Rossol, pas­
tor, Erie , PA . 

for me, i f I can jus t rem ember that I am not to look to 
m yself or to others for the answers! Set free to be obe­
dient! 

one day that small voice within reminded me that God 
had promised to be a "father to the fa therless." I re­
minded the Lord that he had g iven me the assurance that 
this wi ll was his will for us ; therefore I could rejoice that 
he had promised to be their fath er in Bill' s p lace . I gave 
God m y permission to discipline freely in his infinite 
wisdom . Once more I was set free from the burden of 
having to carr y this respons ibility b y m yself. My r espon­
sibility is obedience. 

One of my major concerns, of course, was how I 
would be able to raise o ur three sons a lone. So many 
fami lies around us were having turbulent times w it h the ir 
teens, a nd I would face those years a lo ne. T he twins 
were ju st three days unde r 12 years o ld when Bill was in­
jured , a nd the youngest was only e ight years old. The 
friend I mentioned earlier was, I believe, sent b y the 
Lord and had a very posit ive influence on the boys, but 
the Lord h ad a lso chosen to call him home. I prayed a 
grea t deal about the responsibility that was mine, until 

Alff ENRICHES_ .. 
(Continued fro m page 7) 

When I am gone to be with the Lord, my grandchil ­
dre n may forget m y cookie jar, but I hope the paintings 
tha t are theirs will remind t hem how much I loved God 
a nd appreciated his wond erful creation. I hope t he hun­
dreds of paintings I have so ld a nd given as g ifts will re-

If I were to try to put into one verse what I believe I 
should have learned from a ll these things, it would be 
found in 2 Chronicles 20: 12 (Jehoshaphat's prayer), " O 
our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we h ave no 
migh t agains t this great company that cometh against u s; 
neither know we what to do: BUT OUR EYES ARE 
UPON THEE." D 

mind oth ers h ow I fe lt about that day . Looking a t a 
painting sh ould cause a person to feel somethin g-peace, 
tranquility , worship , joy, humor; m y paintings speak 
better than I can. They re flect m y true feelings _ 

If you see a frie nd w ith a g ift , affirm him or her. G od 
doesn ' t give a gift that cannot b e used for him. It's a 
sh ame to miss the joy of discovering and u sing our 
gifts. D 
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