


"FATHER'S DAY"- SUNDAY, JUJ\fE 18,0FFERS GLAD 
OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW APPRECIATION OF DAD!" 

Father's Day, June 18, will witness some of the happiest family gatherings of the 
year. Appreciative sons and daughters will gather at the homestead hearths to let Dad 
know that he is still the family hero. 

For a hero, in truth , he is . It takes a special kind of courage to sally forth each day 
into the work-a-day world in order to provide his brood with the necessities of life, 
and also the many luxuries-bo th great and small-that have become an integral part 
of our A merican way of life. 

Father 's Day is a frankly sentimental occasion to express our appreciation ? f the 
fellow who is a good companion, a trusted adviser, and frequently-a combination of 
chauffeur, handyman and banker! 

Although he pro bably expects no more, Dad is entitled to far more than an affec
tionate pat on the back on June 18. In view of this sons and daughters are now giv
ing thought to the purchase of gifts for Dad tha t ~ill gladden his heart throughout 
the year. 

. This will be the twenty-thi rd year in which Grandfathers will be official participants 
m ~he celebration. No less a person than the nation's number one Grandfather , 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, made the original suggestion in 1955. Received with spon
taneous acclaim the idea is an integral part of the event. D 

I 

·sr helilld 
Volume 56 June 1978 No. 6 

contents 
Checklis t for Fathers . ............................... ..•. . ..... . . . . ... ............ .. ...... 4 

John M. Drescher 

Midstream in Short·Term Miss ionary Service ... . ...........•..•......... ...... ............ . .. 6 
Fred Folkerts 

We Believe: God Makes No Mistakes ........................................ . • ...... . . . . . ... 8 
Lester J. Hirst 

Love . ... ................ • •.... .... . ..................... ..... . ............ .. . ... . ... • ... 9 
Holly Strauss 

The Minis ter as a Servant of God ............... . ... . ...... . . . .• • . .. ........ . ........•..... 10 
J. Gordon Harris 

Putting It Together .. .... . ................• • .. ........................ . .. . .. ............. 12 
Ern ie Zimbleman 

Youth Scene: Sexuality and Self.Control. . . . ...... ... • . . ... . . . ......... . .................... 13 
Robert F. Brown 

Woman's World .... . ....... . . . . . ....... ..... ... . ................•.. . ... .... . . ........... 14 
I'll Go Where You Wan t Me lo Go, Ruth Correnti 
Up the Stairway, Dorene Walth 

Lord , Keep Us Awake to You, Laverna Mehlhaff 

Book Reviews .. . ...... . .. .. ...... .. ........ . ..... . ................ ......... . . ........... 16 
B. C. Schreiber 

Historic View of N.A.B. Missions . ..... ... ...... .... . . ..... . ........... .. . ..... . . ......... . 17 
Richard Schilke 

A Way to Provide for your Family ..... . . . ........ .. .. .. ...... ..... .... ...... ............... 25 
David Vander Ploeg 

The Supreme Court and Religious Liberty ..... .. . . ... ... ... . . .. .......... . .. ..... ........ .. 26 
Stan L. Hasley 

Insight Into Chris tian Education: The Bu s Ministry ...... ... .......... .. ........... . . ... . . .... 27 
Jacob Ehman 

Chuckle With Bruno ..... . .. . ... . ...... . ...... . . . ...... . . .. ......... ...... . .. .......... . . 25 
Idaho Fall s, ID, Church Extension Project ........... .. .... . ....... .. ... .... . ... .. .. • ....... 30 

Bob and Elsa Seidel 

Small Groups, Key to BWA Conference in Manila . .. . . ....... . . ... ............ ... ............. 31 
Our Conference in Action 

In Memoriam ......... .. .. . ... .. .... . ...... . ....... .. . . . . .............. ..... .. .. . ..... . . 35 
News and Views .... .. . . . ..... ... ... .. . . ... .. ........... . .• .. ........................... 36 
What's Happening .... . . ... ..... . . .. .. . . . ... .. . ... .......... ........ ........ . ............ 37 
Editorial Viewpoint: Oh, to be Twenty Again . . ..•.. .. ........ . ....... . ........ . .• •. .. . ...... 38 

RJK 

Open Dialogue . .. . . • ... . ............ . .... .. .. . ......... .... . . ...... . .. .. .. ..... ..•.. . . . . 38 
The Missionary ... ... . ...... • .. . ....... . .....•. .. ........... • ....... • .................... 39 

Dathene Stanley 

Monthly P11blication 
of the 

North American Baptis t 
Conference 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave., 

Oakbrook Terrace, 
Villa Park, IL. 60181 

Editor: Dr. R. J. Kersta11 
Editorial Assista11ts: Mrs. Barbara J. 

Bi11der, Rev. B. C. Schreiber 
Co11tribwi11g Editors: 

Mrs . Dorothy Ga1101111g, Mrs. Bernie11a 
Graf, Dr. Ernie Zimbelma11 

Graham Voted 
Most Influential 

Personality 
In U.S. Religion 
CHICAGO (BP)-Billy Graham 

has been named the most influ
ential person in th e fi eld of reli
gion in the U. S. in a poll of 35 re
ligion w riters and editors taken 
by The Christian Century maga
zine. 

The ecumenical weekly said 
" the clear winn er, receiving al
most unanimous support , is 
evangelist Billy Graham, de
scribed by one writer as ' the one 
and only.'" 

Martin E. Marty, an assoc iate 
editor o f The Chris tian Century, 
was second in the poll . 

President Jimmy Carter, a 
Southern Bapti st layman, ranked 
third. The Century quoted one 
w riter as say ing he " demon
st ra tes that evangel ical religion 
and politics mix, " and another as 
having written that he "sets the 
s tyle for the born-again move
ment- has popularized it so that 
even hardened newspaper editors 
are sure there is a revival going 
on." A third writer said , "He has 
made c ivil rel ig ion respectable 
again w ithout los ing us in piety." 
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Some men may think Father's Day is just for sentimentalists, 

but these principles off atherhood are for everyone. 

"What should I have done differ
ently? If your children were small 
again, what would you do?" 

These words burst from the burn
ing heart of a father sitting across 
from me. His eyes pleaded for help. 
He was sufferi ng the awfu l, empty, 
death-like feeling a man senses when 
his son has strayed. He felt he had 
failed as a father. 

And his words stay with me. Al
though they came to me in a direct 
and blun t way that day, they are not 
the words of a lone fa1her . In them 
are the questions which are upper
most in the minds of many couples, 
if they take parenthood seriously. 
1 ' ve pondered these questions and a 
few sugges1ions h.ave surfaced. 

First, if I were slarting my family 
again, I would love the mother of 
my children more. That is, I wou ld 
be more free to let my chi ldren see 
that I love her . 

To let my child know I love his 

Reprimed from ETERNITY 6173. 
Used with permission. ' 
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by John M. Drescher 

mother I would seek 10 be faithful 
in doing liule loving things for her. 
True love is visible. I would show 
special kindnesses such as opening 
the car door, placing her chair at 
the table, giving her litt le gifts on 
special occasions and writing her 
love leuers when I 'm gone from 
hom e. I would take her hand as we 
stroll in the park. And I would 
whisper loving words about her in 
the ears o f my children. I wou ld 
praise her in the presence of my 
children. 

When a child knows parents love 
each other 1here is a securit y, srabil 
ity and sacredness abou1 life wh ich 
is gained in no 01her way . A child 
who knows paren1s love each 01her 
and who hears 1hem expressing 
words of love for each other needs 
li1tle explanation abo ut God's char
acter of love or 1he beauty of sex. 

Does all this sou nd sentim ental? 
Then I am persuaded many fam ilies 
need more of 1his kind of sentimen
talism. Love is like a plan1. 11 needs 
n~nure. We mus1 do 1he things love 
d1c1a1es or it wi ll die. 

Listen rnorc starting rnY 
. f I \vere /isren more. 

second •. 1 

/ 111oiild d to listen. 
.1 again, ·t haf of faml Y find I burdens 

Most fat hers with the daY we are 
We are bu~Y end of ~he home. A 
work ; at th we arri"euni mponant 
. d when rke ure lk seems I yet we can 

ch ild's ta such times, bY listening 
chat ter at much more_ ll Y from our 
learn so . espec1a 

lk1n°-1ha n by ra 0 h"ld 
ch ild ren . r ten when rnY c I 

1 wou ld ~ s hurt s and corn-
shares hi_s _1tule and what he is ex
plain rs, his JOYSd I would iry to re
cited a bou1. A nd f irnpat ience a t 
fra in from \~or s5 °ch tirnes can be 
the int err u~t i o n. u h w love and 
rhe bes! ti mes to s o 
ki ndness . h 

I remember now as clear as t e 
day it happened the time my b~sy 
fa ther listened to me, as a first 
grader, when I came home fri ght 
ened over a situation a t school. His 
calmness and concern, dem onstra1 ed 
in listening 10 me, relieved my fears. 
I was ready 10 re1urn 1he fo llowing 

day fu ll of courage and confidence. 
Had he simply said my fear was 
foo lish or had he refused to hear me 
out, my fears would have grown. 

If my child were small again, I 
would stop read ing the newspaper 
when he want s to talk with me . One 
evening a small boy tr ied to show 
hi s father a scratch on hi s finger. 
Finally after repeated attempts to 
gain his father's attention, the 
father stopped reading and said im
patiently, "Well , I can't do any
thi ng about it, can I?" 

"Yes, Daddy," his small son said. 
"You could have said 'Oh' . " 

I would also seek to keep from 
staring into space when my child is 
talking to me. I would try to under
stand what my child says because I 
now believe that the fa ther who lis
tens to his child , when he is small, 
will find that he will have a child 
who cares what his father says later 
in life. And the fa ther who takes 
time to understand what his child 
says when the child is small will be 
able to understand his child later in 
life. 

In listening I would pay more 
careful attent ion to my child's ques
tions. It is estimated the average 
child asks 500,000 questions by the 
age of 15. What a privilege for ev
ery parent-a half mill ion opportu
nities to share something about the 
meaning of li fe! 

These early years are the years for 
teaching. And by the time the child 
reaches 15, parents have done most 
of their teaching; they know by now 
exactly what the parents believe. 
From then on a parent 's primary 
opportunity is to be available when 
the child comes fo r help . 

Third, if I were starting my fam
ily again, I would seek more oppor
tunities ro give my child a feeling of 
belonging. A sense o f belonging is 
essential for a chi ld' s security and 
feeli ng of worth. And when a child 
feels he belongs in his family and is 
of real worth there, it is not a big 
step to also feel accepted , loved , 
and of worth to ot hers and in God's 
sigh t. 

How are feeli ngs of belonging 
generated? By doing things together. 
By sha ring common concerns. A 
child feels he belongs when he is in
vited to be involved in 1he respon
sibility and work of the family. 
Celebra1 ion of birthdays, when the 
person rather than 1he gifts is cen -

tral, creates a sense of belonging. A 
sense of belonging is built into the 
ch ild when he hears prayers prayed 
on his behalf, when his opinions are 
really listened to and valued. No 
part of child gui dance is more im
portant than assuring the child by 
action and word that he is impor
tant for the family and he has a 
place in the affections of the family. 

Fourth, if I were starting my fam
ily agai n, I would express words of 
appreciation and praise more. Chil
dren are reprimanded for making 
mistakes . But many children seldom 
hear words of com menda tion and 
encouragement when they do a job 
well or exhibit good behavior. 

Will Sessions, discussing the topic 
" If I Had a Teen-ager " says, "I 
would bestow praise. If the young
ster blew a horn I would try to find 
at least one note that sounded good 
to my ear, and I would say a sincere 
good word about it. If the school 
theme was to my liking, I would say 
so, hoping that it would get a good 
grade when it was turned in. If his 
choice of shi rt or tie, of socks or 
shoes, or any other thing met my 
liking, I would be vocal." 

Probably no other thing encour
ages a child to love life , to seek ac
complishment and to gain confi
dence, more than proper, sincere 
praise-not flattery, but honest 
compliments when he does well. 

Get alone together 

Fifth, if I were starting my famil y 
again, I would spend more rime ro
gerher. In every father's week there 
are 168 hours . He probably spends 
about 40 hours at work. Allow an
other 15 hours for overt ime, lunch, 
and driving to and from work. Set 
aside 56 hours for sleep. That leaves 
a father 57 hours each week to 
spend elsewhere. How many a re ac
tually spent with his fami ly? 

A group of 300 sevent h and 
eighth grade boys kept accurate rec
ords of how much time their fathers 
actually spent with them over a 
two-week peri od. Most saw their fa
ther only at the dinne r table. A 
number never saw their father for 
days at a time. The average time fa
ther and son were alone rogerher for 
an entire week was seven and one 
half minu tes. 

Arthur Gordon tells an interesting 
experience from his yout h. "When l 

was around I 3 and my brother was 
ten , Father had promised to take us 
to the circus. But at lunch there was 
a phone call: some urgent business 
required his auention downtown . 
My brother and I braced ourselves 
for the disappointment. Then we 
heard him say, 'No, I won't be 
down. It will have to wait.' 

"When he came back to the table, 
Mother smiled. 'The circus keeps 
coming back you know.' 

" ' I know,' said Father. 'But 
childhood doesn't.' " 

A prominent businessman asked 
a friend, " Would you like to know 
what I am giving my son for 
Christmas?" He showed a piece of 
paper on which he had written: " To 
my son; I give you one hour of each 
week and two hours of every Sun
day to be used as you wish." 

Six th, if I were to start my fami ly 
again, I would laugh more. That's 
right. I would laugh more with my 
child. Oscar Wilde wrote: " The best 
way to make children good is to 
make them happy." I see now that I 
was much too serious. While my 
children loved to laugh I, too often, 
must have conveyed the idea that 
being a parent was painful. 

I remember when I laughed wit h 
my children-at the humorous plays 
they put on for the fami ly, at the 
funny stories shared from school, at 
the times I fell for their tricks and 
catch questions. I recall the squeals 
of delight when I laughed with them 
and shared in their stunts on the 
lawn or living room floor . And I 
remember the times they told of 
these experiences with joyful expres
sions, years later. I know when I 
laughed with my ch ildren our love 
was enlarged and the door was open 
for doing many other things to
gether. 

In answer to the father who sat 
across the table I've jotted down 
these reflections. These simple sug
gestions can make relationships with 
our child ren more meaning ful and 
shape the future of a child more 
than other things which dema nd a 
great deal of money or exceptional 
ingenuity. 

Somehow we manage enough 
r:1uscle to handle the big thing of 
life but forg~ t tha t life is largely 
made up of little things. But it i a 
fa~her' faithfulness in the small 
th111g that determines the happi ne 
of his children. [ J · 
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MIDSTREAM IN SHORT-TERM 
MISSIONARY SERVICE 
by Fred Folkerts 

Four short-term missionaries began a two-year service 
tour in September 1977 and have completed nearly one 
year on the field. Three a re serving in Cameroon and 
one in Nigeria . Following are some of their impressions 
rega rding their work and some information which will 
help BAPTIST HERA LD readers to become better ac
quainted with them . 

MISS CARLA BRA UN is serving as a n elementa ry 
teacher for missionary children at Hillcrest School, Jos , 
Nigeria. Carla was born on June 4, 1952, at Sioux Fa lls, 
SD. She is the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Adolph 
Bra un, who serve as pastor a nd wife o f Sun kist Baptist 
Church, A na heim, CA. Carla is a member of Redeemer 
Baptist Church, Warren, M I. which provides her full 
project support as a short-term missionary. In 1974 she 
received her bachelors degree in Fine Arts and English 
from Michigan State Uni versity. She was employed as a 
substitu te teac her in the Detro it area until her service in 
Nigeria. 

Carla states that her missionary purpose "is to lead 
others to C hrist a nd to be of a ny help I can in the mis
sionary work in Nigeria." She goes on to say , " In seek
ing to help o thers to a persona l commitment to J esus 
Christ I ha ve tried to speak and live before o thers as 
Christ' would have me do. My burden has been for chil
dren whose li ves a re before them to live fo r C hrist and 
are so easily influenced by adults . " Carla fee ls a specia l 
fulfillmen t in teaching at H illcrest a nd in sha ring her 
faith wi th the students there . 

Carla planned for only one year of service a t Hillcrest 
to replace the Rev. Harold Lan.g a~ teacher while he was 
on furlough. She is now cons1denng a second year o f 
service to meet the need for additional teachers. Carla 
has been very helpful to the Rev. an d M rs. Reinhard 
Neuman in assist ing them with Woyke House responsi
bilities . They speak very highly o~ her ~o:k . Pr~y that 
Carla may continue to have a fru itful m101stry wllh the 
children at Hi llcrest School. 

MR. CARL DEBLITZ is a Cameroon short-term mis
siona ry teacher at Korn Baptist Techn ica l College in 
Belo. Carl teaches Industria l Arts a nd sha res in Christ ia n 
mini stries to the students . He says, "Since I a m a n 
educational missionary, my pr ime purpose is doing the 
best 1 can in teaching. I also teach Sunday school, help 
in chapel, a nd learn to understand the Cameroonians in 
order to show them Christ in me. T hey hear the Word in 

The Rev. Fred Folkerts is associate secretary for overseas 
missions of the North American Baptist Missions De
partment, Oakbrook Terrace, IL. 
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classes and in church. My ma in job is to show them the 
Word in my vocation and actions." 

Carl was born on July 18, 1953, in Milwaukee, WI. 
He and his parents a re members o f Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Brookfield, WI. He accepted Christ at an early 
age and later was ba ptized in May 1974. H e attended 
high school in Milwaukee and completed a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Industria l Educa tion in 1976 a t Univer
sity of Wisconsin. Ca rl taught Industrial Education in 
Milwaukee and Racine for one year prior to short-term 
missionary service. He was a deacon in his local church 
a t Brookfield a nd now receives full special project sup
port from the church for his two year service. 
C~rl d.:scribes how the Lord led him into missiona ry 

service: I felt very much led of the Lord to be in In
dustria l Arts. I enjoyed the area while in school, but I 
'.el t the ~ord had more for me tha n discipline problems 
1~ the high school shop scene . Thus I considered mis
sionary work , and ST M service is o ne of the practical 
ways to get in to it." 
~arl a nswers the question, " How do you feel about 

being a short-term missionary?" He says " Right now I 
can't think ~f mu.c~ else I would rather' do. Ma ny s;u
dents are quite w1lhng to learn. They have in mind to 
help build a better Africa. H opefully, with the Lord 's 
help , we ca n instill a relat ionship with God as the top 
priori ty." 

MR. DA V!D STE_INHA RT is teaching a t Baptist Boys 
Secondary School 10 Soppo , Cameroo n. His first six 
~onths o.f missiona ry service were spent a t J oseph Mer
ri ck Bapllst College a t Ndu , but in J a nua ry 1978 he was 
tra nsferred to Soppo due to the death o f the Rev. Fla
viu s Martin. Dave now fills some of the gap created by 
the loss of Rev. Ma rtin. 

David Steinhart was born on Sept. 8, 1953, in Green
ville, SC, to the Rev. a nd Mrs. Edward Steinha rt. 
Dave's parents served for several years on the pas toral 
sta ff of Grosse Pointe Ba ptis t Church nea r Detroit , MI. 
Dave accepted Christ at an early age, later was baptized, 
a nd became a member o f the Grosse P ointe Baptist 
Church in 1974. He completed high school in H ollisto n, 
MA, in 1970. He completed the diploma course in pas
toral tra ining at M oody Bible Institute in 1974 a nd the 
degree course in psychology at Trini ty College, Deer
field, IL , in 1976. T he Grosse Poin te Ba ptist C hurch is 
providing full specia l project suppo rt fo r Dave's short
term missiona ry service. 

Dave is now working happil y on the m ission field. He 
hadn ' t planned it tha t way. He says , " I never wanted to 
be a m issionary a nd a lways said, if God wanted me to 
be a m issiona ry, he would have to change my hear t. 
When firs t confromed with the id ea o f going to A frica , I 
immedi ately said no. Bu t as I sta rted thin king a bout 

this, my heart began to change, and I found mys~lf qui~e 
open to missionary work. I a pplied, placed the issue in 

God 's hands, and am now here." H e further says , " It is 
my goal to serve C hrist with my life and do wha tever he 
would want me to do . Also I see a responsibility to be 
an example in my lifestyle of all the truth tha t I see in 
Scripture." 

Dave describes som e o f his impressions about his 
work. ''The students are very eager to learn and they 
really try hard . Some of my conversations with them 
have helped m y teaching a nd have given me insight into 
the difficul ties of being a C hristi an here. Sho rt-term mis
sio nary service is not easy by a ny means. My rela tion
ship with God has deepened a nd has become more real 
and vital, not because I am so spiritua l, but because I 
was forced to come to the end o f myself. I feel that this 
experience will be valua ble for the res t o f my life. 
Already it has caused me to grow as a person, a nd I ex
pect to go through ma ny more ma turing experiences be
fore m y two years a re over. " 

MR . FRED BARTEL is a sho rt-term missio nary serv
ing a t the Baptist Central T reasury in Kumba , Camer
oo n. He is assisting Mr. J arvis Schlafmann, act ing 
treasurer o f the mission, a nd he is involved in church 
rela ted min istr ies with the Rev . Kenneth Priebe, who 
a lso serves at Kumba. 

Fred sa ys, " M y duties a re divided between the 
Cameroon Ba ptist Convention Central treasu ry , where I 
am assistant treasurer , a nd the area of evangelism. Kum
ba is a good sized tow n with ma ny young people. I a m 
sta rting some work in two prima ry schools a nd also with 
the teenagers a nd young college people in the high 
school a nd junior coll ege . This is a n a rea of great need, 

Carla Braun Carl Deblitz 

as the young people need co know C hrist in a personal 
way." 

Mr. Fred Bartel was born on May 27, l 953 , in Grosse 
Pointe Fa rms, MI, to Mr. a nd Mrs. Helmuth Bartel. H e 
accepted C hrist early in life and was ba ptized in May 
1967. H e is a member of Grosse P ointe Baptist C hurch 
which contributes full specia l project support for his 
short-term service. In 1975 F red received his bachelors 
degree in Economics at Wayne State University . H e 
worked fo r a food sales firm a nd for Ford Motor Com
pa ny prio r to his service in Cameroon. 

Fred describes his call to missionary service: " I have 
been aware of mission activity fo r as long as I can re
member. In 1977, a t a missio ns conference held in our 
church, I became challenged by missio na ry testimonies , 
a nd I felt the Holy Spirit convicting me of my responsi
bility to proclaim the gospel message. J esus C hr ist died 
for all mankind that those who believe wi ll be ma de 
righteous in the eyes of God . It is m y respo ns ibility to 
preach the gospel message to all unbelievers." 

Cameroon is a place o f beauty and Christian opportu
nity for Fred . "After my a rrival in Cameroon I was 
awed by the beaut y of the la ndscape . Palm trees and 
lush vegeta ti on typify the coasta l region , while the 
grassla nds a re more mountainous and cool. At the sa me 
tim e I was a bsorbing the new a nd different culture. I 
was puzzled by the ob'stacles and difficulties encountered 
by missio naries. I enj oyed worshiping with Cameroon 
C hristians a nd eating in their ho mes. I feel that being a 
short -term missionary is a tremendously rewarding expe
rience for myself. I will grow in m y spiri tua l li fe as I 
sha re with the people of Cameroo n and a s I trust the 
Lord in a ll I do." 0 

David Steinhart Fredrick Bartel 

JUNE 1978 I 7 



• It was a very cold , crisp morning last January 23. My 
wife and I were leaving to enjoy a day off when we 
passed the church property. The sun glis tening on the 
snow-covered ground and buildings presented a scene I 
wanted to remem ber, so I stopped and took a picture. 
Little did I realize that it wou ld be the last picture taken 
of that scene. 

Some seven hours later we arrived home to find the 
snow plow had again performed its task of blocking the 
parsonage driveway. While my wife went into our warm 
home, I tackled the pi le of snow. However, very shortly 

Holiday Park Baptist Church, January 23·9a.m . 

January 24·11a.m., Men of chu rch helping w ith rubble. 

March 23. The snow is gone. leaving des truction behind. 
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a call from police headquarters informed us that there 
had been a collapse at the church property. Not knowing 
what to expect, I rushed to the scene and cou ld nor be
lieve the sight that greeted me. The new multi-purpose 
building that we had worked on for the last one and one 
half years lay in a tangled mass of wood and blocks. 
Oh, God why? Why? 

Early in 1976 the congregati on decided to construct a 
building which would permit them to enter into a minis
try to the teens of our area who were a constant problem 
to us. The vandalism a nd pranks they pulled gave posi-

we 
belleve: 
Cod 
makes no 
mistakes 
by Lester J . Hirst 

tive proof of their deep, spir itual need. A building 60' 
x 80' was designed that would provide us with a 60' x 
60' gymnasium plus a two story a rea conta ining class
rooms, nursery a nd kitchen faci lities. Estimates from 
contractors proved to be more than we could handle so 
we decided to act as our own general contracto r. Fin~lly 
a mortgage for $100,000 was negotiated and we were 
ready to bui ld! 

But the building program was fraught with problems. 
The fall of 1976 proved to be abnormally wet and the 
winter was the worst on record for sub-zero weather in 
the Pit tsburgh area. So it was not until la te spring that 
we were able to get things moving again. But problems 
still plagued the project caus ing delay after delay. 
J a nua ry 1978 arr ived with the construct ion st il l not 
fini shed, but we were within a whisker of completion
so very close! O~ly .about eight doors needed to be hung, 
several ha nd rail s mstalled and some fire extinguishers 
placed to be ready for our fina l inspection. 
O~ the evening of January 22 , the annual business 

me~ung of the church was held. One of the big items of 
business .~as the new bui lding. There was a certa in note 
~f negat1v1 sm discernable in the mood of the congrega
r~ on, bur plans were. made for one fina l push for comple
tion. It was to begm the nex t even ing; but these plans 
would never be carried out, for at approx imately 4:30 
p.m. on January 23, the new building came crash ing to 

The Rev. Lester J. Hirst is the pastor of Holiday Park 
Bapllst Church, Pil!sburgh, PA . 

the ground. (Two hours later would have found many of 
our men working in the building !) 

tangible way to the people of Holiday Park. We do not 
want to fai l God or them in this ministry. 

An investigation of the loss revealed that the replace
ment value was a lmost $ 170,000 as we had put about 
$70,000 of labor into the structure-all labor donated by 
the men of the church. The matter was investigated by 
our insurance company. After two months of delibera
tion they declined coverage for the collapse of the new 
building. 

We face some very difficult decisions, as the church is 
still obligated to the $100,000 mortgage. There is a good 
possibil ity that we can salvage some of the material, but 
the cleanup task will be monumental! We have retained 
a Christian attorney to represent our interests and are 
hi ring an engineer to ascertain the exact cause of the col
lapse. 

We do not understand the working of our God, but 
we do believe his Word through the Apostle Pau l who 
wrote, '' . .. we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him , who have been called 
according to hi s purpose ... " (Romans 8:28 N IV). 
Where do we go from here? The will of God is not yet 
completely clear , but we do firmly believe that the Lord 
is giving us an opportunity to demonst rate our faith in a 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we need your 
earnest prayers-prayers that the Lord will give us a 
spirit of optimism and a desire to finish the task begun 
so long ago. Pray that God will in some way provide 
financia lly for the building needs. T he leaders of the 
church have dedicated themselves to carry out the task 
God has graciously entrusted into our hands. We do not 
want to fa il him. Pra ise his name! D 

There he sat, 
Legs shrivelled, tangled beneath him 

like vines, 
Fingerless, leprous hands 
Muscles a nd nerves struggling to 

make 
Non-existent fingers move , 
Restlessly reaching 
To touch somebody. 
Anybody-Everybody moves away 
Out of reach . 
Hope-filled eyes gaze upward 
Waiting 
Patiently , sile ntly 
For someone. 
His face ; dry, wrinkled, worn 
As ancient parchment, carries the 

story . 
Won 't someone, 
Anyone-read it? 
Leathery skin hangs 
Loosely on the fra il body. 

Holly Strauss is the daughter of 
former Cameroon missionaries Elmer 
and Ruth Strauss . This poem was 
writte n in Jos , Nigeria , 1974. 

by Holly Strauss 

His hope-filled heart 
Begs 
For Love 
Whether by a penny? 
Or a smile? 
ls love so costly, 
So rare? 
Can no one afford 
To share it? 

Tears streaming 
From the ebony face , 
Unhappiness spilling out. 
The e maciated body, 
Thin , 
Malnourished, sta rving
Cries earnestly for help. 
Scrawny limbs, 
Swollen joints together 
Strive desperately to support the 

grotesque body , 
The ch ild's protruding abdomen
Skeleted body, 
Symbols of filth and poverty. 
Gnawing on a life, 
Innocent-condemned 
Eroding it away , 
Slowly and painfully . 

Where is there hope 
and love? 
A smile breaks 
Cracking the stone face , 
Hiding misery, 
Rejection 
Loneliness. 
Friends? 
Where? 
What are they? 
She will never know. 
Wearing rags
Collecting-paper, 
Sticks, stones, 
Eating garbage 
Not knowing better. 
Flies adorn her 
Open wounds 
Ooze-
People laugh 
Yet ... 
Another smile 
Is shared 
With 
The world. 
There is hope 
Only if 
There is love. D 
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he 
inister 

asa 
Servant of 

by J. Gordon Harris God 
Many modern mini sters are frustrated 

by the "servile" image of the Pastor 
current in congregations. The ch urch 
leader often is stereotyped as a mild
mannered reporter o f the " good news." 
Youth begin to bel ieve tha1 1here are 
three sexes: male, female and ministers . 
Too long 1he minister has been expected 
to be the " servant of the people"-one 
who bows and accepts the whims of any 
member as a dictum from God. 

Other ministers react strongly 10 the 
" servile" image of 1he pas1ora1e or 
church s1aff worker. fns1ead, 1hey crea1e 
unrealis1ic expec1a1ions for 1hemselves 
by pre1ending 10 be " super persons" in 
1he mold of Super Man. All 1hey lack is 
a big feller S prin1ed on their swea1 sui1. 

The Bible can help bo1h 1he fru s1ra1ed 
and reac1 ing minis1er 10 iden1i fy wi1h a 
more real is tic image of church leader. A 
knowledge of the minister as a servani 
of God alters 1he common co ncept o f 
the na1ure of the min is1ry. Exam ine 1he 
bibl ical image of servani hood and no1 ice 
how 1his office ca lls for a role of Chris-
11an leadership differen1 from any cur
rent stereotype. 

I. TH E IMAGE OF A SERVA NT OF 
GOD IN THE BIBLE. 

The image of 1he suffering servan1 as 
used by lhe Prophe1 haiah appears 

Dr. J . Gurdon Harris is associate pro
fessor of Old Tesf(J111e11t at North A mer
I C(Jll Baptis t Sem inary. 
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often in direct and indirect allusions to 
the servanthood o f Jesus Chris!. Both 
the phrases "m y servant" and "child 
(son) of God" on a ba lance, poi nt to an 
early underslanding of Jesus Chris t as 
the fulfill ment o f the prophecies o f 
Isaiah 42 and 53. Jesus, himself, cer
tainly seems aware of 1he servanth ood 
image and exemplifi es 1he ro le of the 
messianic servant. 

The bibl ical image of 1he servant does 
no1 pr imari ly refer to a slave born in 
bondage or one sold in10 slavery. Ser
vanthood has a myriad of surp rising im
plica tions. 

Servant ('ebed) was most often desig
na ted as one who chose to be loya l to a 
master. Bond slavery was tolerated 
among 1he Jews but was not comm on. 
Servanl hood for the Hebrew referred 
more of1en 10 a reciprocal rela1ionship 
which bo und together a master and a 
worker . 

For example, an o fficer of the king 
would have been designated a royal ser
vant. A professional army officer and a 
minister o f s1a1e viewed 1heir rela1ion
ship wi1h 1he king as servan1hood . The 
officer holder a 11ached him self 10 a king 
and obliga1ed himself 10 fulfill cer tain 
du1ies. On 1he 01her hand, 1he king of
fered his servan1 pro1ec1ion and finan
cial securi1y in exchange for absolu 1e 
loyall y. Nei1 her 1he servan1 nor 1h e 
rnas1er wa~ able 10 break such a sacred 
pac1 wi1hou1 \evere consequences . 

Serva 11 1hood in 1he Old Tes 1amen1 ba-

sically followed the relationship pauern 
of monarchy. A servant o f the king as
sumed his office on a contract or cov
enanta l _basis . He often held an impor
tant , u111q ue o ffi ce a1 the court . He was 
e'.11 powered to act as an ageni of lhe 
k111g and _10 deliver 1he messages of ihe 
ruler as 1f 1he reigning monarch were 
presenL _The serva n1 of God assumed 
l ~e p~s111o n by means of a similar rela-
11onsh1p. 

Read 1he lis1 of some of ihose ca lled 
"serva nt of God" in the Old Testameni: 
Abraham, Isaac, J acob , Moses, Joshua, 
David, Solomo n and the prop he1s. 
These men hardly ac1 as slaves in the 
Roman or Greek sense. 

Servan1s of God auach 1hemselves 10 
1he div ine Sovereign as poli1icians sub
mi~ 1hernselves 10 a leader. They de
scribe 1hernselves as servan1s of God 
~01.h as a humble self-<lescri piion and 10 
111cl1ca1e 1ha1 Goel has chosen lhern 10 
bec?rne his agen1 s 10 fulfill his divine 
m1 111s1ry on earih. To ca ll oneself a ser
vanl of God is 10 associa1e oneself wi1h 
devo1ed, loyal followers o f 1he grea1 
King . In re1u rn for a fai 1hful rcla1io n
s h i~ of service, God promises ihc pro-
1ec11on of his fa i1hful, covenan1 love. 

Paul uses 1he worcl "' servan1" 
(doulos) in a para ll el sense. He is no1 
visualiz ing himself as a slave in 1h e 
Roman or Greek sense. Mos1 o f his 
epi ~ 1les begin wi1h 1he ascrip1 ion: " Paul 
(cal lccl lo be) an apostle or J esus 
Chri ~ 1 ." In Romans I : I Paul ca lls 

himself a "servant (doulos), called 10 be 
an apost le." Such a superscri p1ion does 
no1 descr ibe the ordi nary slave. It 
parallels servanthoocl with apost leship. 
Only in Philippians, where Paul does 
nm need to defend his authori1 y with 
his fr iends, does he call hi mself a ser
vant (doulos) wi thout clarifying the 
nature o f his leadershi p. 

Throughout the Bible the "servant of 
God" implies an image qui1e unl ike 1ha1 
of a slave or servile person who has 
given up the rights of a free person. In
stead, the servant acts as an agent of the 
di vine King. A Christian leader chooses 
J esus Christ as Master and offers total 
loya lty and service. In tu rn the servant 
can expect salvation and fai thful love to 
follow to the ends of the earth. A Ch ris
tian servant is truly a choice child of the 
King! 

One called 10 become a special ser
van t o f God also is chosen to minister 
to the needs of others. Truly the servant 
should become a dispenser of just ice 
and love. However, the Christian minis
ter helps others as one called by Goel to 
assume an important role in the king
dom o f God . The officer of the Ki ng 
represents the Sovereign in both words 
and deeds. There is liule reason for the 
servant 10 act in any servile manner-a 
(self-defacing) slave subject to the 
whims o f any member of the commu
nity. The minister is ca lled upon to 
lead-emula ting the King, J esus C hrisr. 

II. THE ASSERTIVE LEADERSH IP 
OF A SERVANT OF GOD 

Leadership assert ion a lways poses a 
di lemma for the servant of God. Can a 
servant act as a respected leader? Must 
he or she assume a role o f servil ity
aki n to senilit y? Examine the leadership 
models of outstand ing bibl ical servants 
of God. 

Jesus asserted leadership with au1hor
i1y and yet wi th considera1ion and style. 
The supreme sufferi ng servan1 spoke 
wi th a frankness and confidence unlik e 
that of the scri bes and Pharisees. He 
comma nded 1he wi nd and 1he rain. De
mons obeyed and feared him . Wi1h th e 
author i1 y o f God he cleansed 1he Tem
ple. His words and leadership style 
made him dangero us to 1he rel igious 
estab li shmen1. He had 10 be elimi na1ed. 
Though he came 10 "minister," he did 
not abdicate leaders hip assert ion. 

A servan1 of God is called 10 assen 
responsible leadershi p. As a represen
tative of 1he divine King, one acts in 
behalf of the Mas1er. In 1he modern 
vernacula r, 1he servan1 o f God sta nds in 
the inner circle of 1he Presiden1's men 
aware of the counsel of heaven and 
fi rmly convinced abou1 t·he correc1 ness 
of one' s message. In ra tional and re
spectful terms the 1ru1h mus1 be pro
claimed in word and deed. The servan1 

must shed bot h aggressive and nonasser
ti ve behavior as leadershi p unfi t for the 
unique office to which the Christian has 
been called. As a representative of God, 
what one feels is worthy of being ex
pressed honestly and without defensive
ness. 

The pi lgri mage of Moses remi nd s one 
of how d ifficult is the road to responsi
ble leadership. Moses is called the ser
vant of God some thirty-six times. 
Through his example, modern day ser
vant-leaders a re reminded that God is 
the greates t trainer of a ll. He pat iently 
works wi th his servant, though Moses 
vaci lla tes often between aggression and 
nonassert ion. 

Moses assumes leadership of the He
brews in a fit of aggression. As a well
trained Egypt ian-Hebrew, he angri ly 
ki lls an Egyptian soldier who was beat
ing a Hebrew. To his surprise, even the 
Hebrews rejected tha1 type of leader
ship. He was forced to nee lO the hill s 
o f Sinai lO pass fort y years with J e1 hro 
and his daugh1ers. 

When God called Moses through 1he 
burning bush, he encountered a tota lly 
different person. The old, aggressive 
Moses had become a passive, non-asser
tive person. Fea r of failure haun ted 
him. Frequent reassurance and miracu
lous demonst rat ions of God's power 
alone motivated hi m to assert the lead
ers hip necessary to move the Israeli tes 
in to the desert and across Sinai to the 
promised land . God must receive 1he 
credit. He alone could achieve the 
transformation that came abo u1 in 
Moses . Perhaps God's greatest miracle 
of the Exodus came in the revival of a 
defeated , broken Moses and the training 
of an assertive servant of God. 

God 's ab ili ty as an assert ion 1rainer, 
however, was severely tes ted more by 
Moses' family than by Pharaoh himself. 
Miriam and Aaron (Num. 12: 1- 13) let 
jealousy drive them 10 an emo1 ional a1-
1ack on Moses and his wife. "Moses 
married a C ushi te woman!" Miriam 
must have gossiped. Since Aaron and 
she could no1 bes1 the au1hori1y o f 
Moses, 1hey tried 10 discred i1 him 
through undercut ting his wife. Zip
porah was a Midianite. Midiani tes were 
desert tent -dwellers and dark-skinned. 
They were often identified wi th the sons 
of Cush . So the racis1 slur she and 
Aaron uttered had enough 1ru1 h to be 
believed by 1he gull ible. 

To Moses' credi1, he did no1 mee1 ag
gress ion wi1 h aggression. Even when 
Aaron reminded the people 1ha1 Mi riam 
and he were also prophet s, "Moses was 
1he meekes1 of men that li ved on 1he 
eart h. " He did no1 defend his au1hori1y 
or himself. Instead , in the words of Un
cle Remus: "Moses, he lay low." T ragi
call y, in the heat o f confront ing 
Miriam, he re1rea1ed into passivi1y. 

Moses a lways did have trouble con
fron ti ng Miriam. T heir relationship 
must have been more like mother and 
son. La1er , in his grief after the death 
of Miriam , Moses commi11ed the sin 
which kept hi m from enteri ng 1he Prom
ised Land. He tried to drive water from 
a rock by the force o f two karate chops 
with his rod, rather than by means of a 
responsib le word of the Spirit (Num. 
20:1-12). 

Family problems often haunt the ser
vants of God. What they are able to ac
complish while serving God, they often 
shunt at home. David and Solomon 
clearly point out the disasters which 
arise out of such neglect. Other ex
amples fill the pages o f the Bible: 
Negligent parents, unfaithful or in
considerate husbands, indulgence and 
fa voriti sm. 

The picture is not pretty but neither is 
it intended to be. Rath er, the Bible 
ominously warns every aspi ring servant 
of the need to confront emotions openly 
and honestf:;t at home as well as in one's 
public ministry. To do otherwise is to 
invite heartache and unnecessary bur
dens . 

Panicking at Miriam's leprosy, Aaron 
cr ies to Moses desperately for help. God 
renews the confidence o f Moses once 
again and at the same time enables 
Moses to call to him for the healing of 
Miriam. When Miriam is miraculously 
healed , t he worth o f God's servant is 
doubly confirmed a nd the threa1 o f fu r
ther jealous confro ntations dispel led. 

CONCLUSION 
A theological seminary should become 

one stage of God's assertion training for 
responsib le C hrist ian leadership. Per
haps some potential servants wi ll spend 
1hose three years in passivity, looking 
after J ethro 's sheep and daugh1ers . 
Others will experience 1he exci1emen1 of 
a burni ng bush beginning for new asser-
1ive behavior. Some wi ll confront even 
Pharaohs of 1oday in rela1ionships and 
service. S1i ll 01hers fi nally will as k God 
10 help in family struggles with the 
Miriams that th rea ten future e ffect ive
ness. The seminary should create the 
climate and provide the insights for 
training those who will dare 10 represent 
God as his servants. 

God continues to seek servants who 
will be trained for his type of assert ive 
leadership. Per fection is no t required. 
Courage may be lacking. Loyalt y to 
God and 10 his will a lone is required. A 
life o f !raini ng lies ahead for the adven
turous who risk servanth ood . Neverthe
less, good ness and mercy sha ll follow all 
the days of one's life . The servant sha ll 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever . 
lnteres1ed? Apply through the grace of 
th~ . Lord Jesus Chris t- the :omplete 
sut tcnng Servan1. L 
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by Ernie Zimbelman 

STRESS AND 
DISTRESS 

Very few people have emo1 io na l 
breakdowns on short no1ice because of 
s tress. There is considerable evidence 
that shows us that many of us do our 
bes1 work "under pressure." Pressure, 
which is a fo rm of stress or tension , can 
of1cn spur us to ac1 ion and can result in 
greaier effort, more efficiency, increased 
produc1ivi1y, beuer discipline and even 
spi ri wal grow1h. But lei us no1 100 
readily pro nounce stress a "goodness" 
because ii produces some good resuhs . 

S1ress always takes a 1011! Prolonged 
stress usually takes a serio us 1011. Minor 
consequences of st ress ca n be 1ha1 we 
become irriiable and harder to gel a lo ng 
with. We become 1ired more easily, a nd 
o ur anxie ty level a rises. Sometimes , 10 
avoid s1ress , we 1end 10 become apa1he1-
ic-wc try 10 a void the situation which 
causes stress. This "avoidam:e" beha v
ior may lead lO 1ruam:y for school chi l
dren and absen1eeism for workers. 

If the s1ress pcrsis1s i1 can lead lO 

alcoholi sm, mari1al problems and seri
ous psychological problems such as 
depressio n and anxiet y reactions. 

Prolonged s1 rcss can a b o have serio us 
physiological consequences . Many times 
whei~ an ambulam:e goes sc reaming past 
a nd 11\ the card iac uni t, chanl:cs arc the 
pa11 e111 inside has not had a heart at tack 

Dr. En~ie Zimbelman is professor of 
Cou~1sel111~ at North A111erica11 Baptist 
Seminary 111 Sioux Falls, SD. He is also 
!he . dll"ec1or. of !he Sioux Falls Psycho
log1cal Serl'lces Clinic. 
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in the full sense of the word, bu1 he has 
had an a nxiety auack which can have a ll 
the symptoms o f a heart attack. 

There a re m ild levels o f physical reac
tions to stress , and there a re deeper level 
reactions. Mild physical react io ns to 
s1ress may be insomnia, headaches , 
backaches, upset stomach, nervous 
shaking, a nd in children sometimes nau
sea and vomit ing. For these reactions we 
take aspirin; we rest; we go on a vaca
tion- we ask our docto r for a " mild 
tran~uilizer," which he will usually 
give. 

The physical resu lts of prolonged and 
heavy stress are far mo re serious. We 
have "nervous breakdowns;" we suffer 
from "exhausti on;" we gel ulcers , colon 
s pasms, colitis and vario us kinds of 
hean disease. 

Think about 1his the next time some
one tells you that st ress can be good for 
you. The word "stress" comes from the 
word "distress." Distress is a negat ive 
term , and a C hrist ia n should 1101 pro
gram his mo tivatio n lO negative faciors. 

The Christian message is mainly a 
posi1ive o ne, and we are 10 seek for 1he 
" Joy of 1he Lord." A favori1e verse of 
mi ne is II Cori111 hians 5: 14, "For 1he 
love of C hrist co111rols us .... " To me 
this speaks o f a bas icall y posi1i vc re la-
1 ionship in which I choose my responses 
10 the conditions of life , as they are 
presem ed 10 me. 0 

YOU CAN ST ART 
A REMARKABLE 

INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM 

WITH NO MONEY 
1ust your life-with its experi

ence. skills and Christian love ln
ves1 your life 1n others- and in 
eternity lt"s often long hours. hard 
work and httle pay- but what d1v1-
dends1 There·s no other investment 
program hke 1t And we know of 
over 14.000 openings with Chris· 
tian organizations worldwide. most 
certainly some of them calling for 
your particular background Get 
1nformat1on on where you can 
share Chrisrs love 1n a special 
way We do no1 '"place'" or ··send'" 
people Rather. we're your 1ob 1n
format1on link 10 over 300 Christian 
agencies Contact us today 

The 

a 
STEER 

Plan 

" The STEER Plan" is a d own-t o
earth miss io nary endeavor that 
g ives Christian farmers-ranchers 
the joy and opport u nity to doubl e 
o r even tripl e or more their giving 
to missions. 

Every fa rme r-ranc he r sharing in 
" The S TEER Plan" need s no 
cash . STEER , INC ., an 
evange l ica l mi ss i o nary 
organization w ith headquarters 
in Bi s marck, North Dakota, Box 
1236, will furn ish you the money 
to purchase beef or dairy cows, 
feeder calves, hogs, s hee p o r the 
capi tal to purchase gas, s eed, 
fertilizer and spray for planting 
and harvest ing crops, called 
"The God 's Acres Plan" . 

STEER, INC., is looking for far
m e rs -ranch e rs w h o wan t to 
designate profits from this e n
d eavor to the miss ion of their 
choice. Six ty-e ight soc ie ties are 
recipients o f this work and 
almost 3/4 mill ion d o llars has now 
gone to missio ns aro und the 
world . 

Our miss io n is now faced w it h 
s ome urge nt needs. We have 
been a rec ipi e nt of th is 
o rganizati on for a number of 
years a nd we highly recomme nd 
thi s steward s hip p la n to you. 

SEXUALITY AND 
SELF-CONTROL 

by Robert F. Brown 

SEX-Wha t ca n be said 1hat hasn't 
a lready been sa id? It certainly can '! be 
the facts of life that young people lack 
today. What may be miss ing is clear di
rection o n how they a re to handle this 
power ful, God-given sexuality tha t ex
plodes within them during their teen 
yea rs. The physica l is taught , but the 
sacredness of "two becoming o ne" in 
mind a nd spirit as well is often ignored. 

Biblical Guidel ines 

Is sex di rt y? Is it a necessary evil that 
we must t ry to keep quiet a bout? Of 
course not. Let's take a quick look at 
the Word lO see just wha1 it actually 
does tell us abou t o ur sexua lity. 

I. Sex is sacred. It was part of God's 
tota l creation plan and, as a part of 1ha 1 
pla n , it too was pronounced "good" by 
God (Gen . 1 :31 ). Fa llen ma n has 
marred it, scarred it and perverted it; 
yet within its rightfu l, scriptural context, 
sex can still be a ll that Goel designed ii 
to be. Do n't be duped by Satan into 
thinking a ll sex is deplorable. 

2 . Sex is super. It is exci ting, en
joyable, fulfilling a nd beautiful. As in
tended by God within the bounds of 
marriage, sex is a wonder ful gift. Dr. 
Howard H endri cks has given us 1hree 
biblical reasons why we have been given 
this gift. 

Fi rs1, 10 provide for parenthood 
(Gen. 1 :27, 28). C hi ldren arc hered ita ry; 
if your parents didn 't have a ny children, 
the chances are tha1 you won ' t either! 
God designed t he family so tha t children 
would have both a mother and fa ther. 
A o ne-parent famil y is not God's best 
plan. 

Secondly, 10 prevent fornicatio n (1 
Cor. 7). We arc sexual beings wi1 h nor
mal drives a nd desires, a nd 1 he marriage 
relat ionship is the legit imate 0t11lct for 
our drives . 

Thirdl y, sex was given for our ~lca
sure. T he author of Heb. 13:4 rem inds 
us 10 keep the marriage relat io nship 

The Rev. Rober/ F. Bro11•11 is pas1or of 
1he Mo11111ai11 Vie ll' 8ap1is1 Church, 
Spemfish, SD. 

pure and honorable, but he doesn't say 
that we are o nly to copulate 10 procre
ate. Sara h enjoyed the sexual a spect of 
her rela t ionship with Abraha m. H er in
ner response lO the sta tement that at 90 
yea rs of age s he was lO have a son was, 
"After 1 have become old, shall I have 
pleasure, my Lord being o ld a lso?" 
(Gen. 18: 12). 

3. Whil e Scripture teaches us that sex 
is sacred a nd super , it a lso reminds us 
that it is secondary. The marriage bond 
has decidedly more lO it tha n simply the 
legalizat ion of our sexua l drives. Any
one who enters marriage for the main 
purpose o f satis fying his/ her sexual ap
petite is marrying for the wrong reason 
and will be a poor risk as a mate. Mar
riage is a total commitment of the in
dividuals involved to the total needs of 
their mate. The sexual need is o nly one 
among several, all equally important. 

4 . Sex is not for singles. Yo u knew it 
was coming, didn't you? TV, movies, 
paperbacks and media ad vertising pro
mote a " Have it your way" li festyle. 
T he Hippies said, " If it feels good , do 
it." The playboy says, "If you can af
ford it, enjoy it. After a ll , you only go 
through life o nce, so get all the gusto 
you can (whatever they mea n by 
'gusto')." Today radio waves a re 
fl ooded with fi lth . Record ti tles such as 
Heaven's Just a Sin A way, Afternoon 
Delight, / 1's the Rig ht Ti111 e of the 
N igh1 for Mak ing Love a nd lyrics such 
as " It can 't be wrong i f it feels so 
right ," push the ungu ided and the un
wary to simpl y follow thei r fee lings. 
They purport that there is no right a nd 
wrong, that there is no absolu1 e mora l
ity, tha1 it 's just " differe111 st rokes for 
cli ffe re111 folks." " You do what you 
want a nd I ' II do what I wan t , and we'll 
a ll be happy ." Yet, happy is not 1he 
word to describe those who follow this 
philosophy. When o ne assaults God's 
laws, he cannot break them without be
coming broken hi msel f. Fear, gui lt, sui
cide, VD, a bortion , illegi timacy, ~ur
ried-up marriages followed by hurrred
up d ivorces a re more typical o f s uch a 
lifes tyle. Thai can' t be what they mean 
by "gus to," can ii ? 

Si nce we only go th rough li fe o nce, 
we ought to fo llow the Guidebook pro
vided for us by our Maker. He provides 
no1 only the standards which we are 10 
fo llow for our own benefi1, but also 1he 
resources whereby one may deal effec
ti vely wi th sex ualit y. What are God' s 
guidelines for the single C hristian? 
There a rc three key passage . First, ac
co rding to Heb. 13 :4, God sa ys 1ha1 sex 
is right a nd proper within marriage, bu1 
ou tside of marriage it is wrong, and he 
wi ll judge it as such. Secondly, 1 C or. 
6: 18-20 1clls u 1ha1 sexual sins are ins 
agains l o u r ow n bodies , and since o ur 

Robert F. Brown 

bodies belo ng to God by vinue of the 
blood of C hris t and our acceptance of 
him as our Savior, we should honor him 
with o ur bodies , Lastly, I Thess. 4 :3-8 
ins! ructs us to stay clear of a ny sexua l 
sin ; to know how to cont rol o ur body 
and not to let it control us; to be di f
ferent from the rest o f the world (not 
much has really changed since Paul' s 
day, h as it?) ; and not to take advantage 
of anyone. 

P rescript ion for Self-Control 

" How can I live by these standards?" 
you ' re asking. " l know what God re
quires, bu t my problem is how 10 live up 
10 what I know." Precisely! And God 
has not left us alone to figure ii out for 
ourselves, I believe that the key 10 a 
young person's purity is found in the 
last fruit of the Spiri t named by Paul in 
Gal. 5:22, 23 : self-cont rol. One must 
cul1iva1e the lost a nd forgot ten a rt of 
self-denial in th is a rea of his Ii fe as well 
as in others. Let me suggest that you at 
tack it by the fol lowing prescript ion . 

I. Commit your body 10 God daily as 
a li ving sacri fi ce 10 serve him (Rom. 
12: 1 ). Sex can hu rt you in a hurry and 
poss ibly mar your C hristia n life as few 
other sins can d o. 

2. Creale your dating standards be
fore you find yourself in the back seat 
of a car with a n octo pus. P lanning you r 
actions ahead of time will save you 
from unplanned reac1ions later. "Daniel 
purposed in his hcan tha1 he would not 
defile himself. ... " (Dan. I :8). Agree 
with God that his way i the bes t and 
purpose to live tha t way. 

3. Cove11an1 with your eyes, guys , 1101 
to lust after a gi rl. You already arc fa
miliar with Matt. 5:27, 28. but Job 31:1 
may surprise you. Covenant 10 dress 
modestly, girls , especially at the bcad1. 
so as not to 1emp1 a guy to lus t ( 1 Tim. 
2 :9, 10; 1 Peter 3:3, 4) . 

(C 0111i11 ued 011 page 16) 
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I' II Go Where You 
Want Me To Go 

(But Please Lord, 
Do'nt Let It Be 

The City) 
by Ruth Correnti , 
Philadelphia, PA 

Stories o ften floated to the suburban 
community where I grew up concerning 
living conditio ns in the city. News papers 
loudly proclaimed the horrors of the 
place-the crime, the soot, the crowded 
conditions. T he city became, in m y 
m ind, a great mass of gritty buildings, 

Ru th and Jim Correnti 

abandoned fac tories, trashy streets, tra f
fic jams, muggers , rob bers, rapis ts and 
th ieves . I d idn ' t reall y give it much 
thought , o nl y to occas io nally brea the a 
prayer: " . . .. I thank thee t ha t I am 
not lik e other people ... . " (Luk e 18 : 11 
NAS)- those who do such things a nd 
those who endure such condit ions . A ll I 
knew was the comparatively soft , sere ne 
life o f s ub urbia. 
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It didn't bother my religion too much 
either. I pretended not to not ice the 
fac ts : approximately one thi rd of o ur 
United States population lives in ci ties. 
The very poorest o f the poor are con
cent ra ted here in large numbers . I pre
tended to ignore the commands of 
Jesus, "But when yo u put on a dinner, 

don ' t invite friends, brothers, 
rela ti ves a nd rich neighbors ! For they 
wi ll return the invitation. Instead, invite 
the poor, the crippled , the lame and the 
blind" (Luke 14: 13 LB). I a lso pre
tended to ignore the example o f J esus as 

by Dorene Walth, 
W.M.U. president, 
Sioux Falls, SD 

"Guess what! I have good news. I 
prayed and received C hri st into m y life 
las t night!" 

"Oh, really? Wonder fu l! I ' m so 
happy for yo u! " 

"Someone came to my house from 
the church where you attend a nd read 
through thi s li ttle booklet with me. 
Wow, it is rea lly neat! I never knew 
before how I could have ete rna l life. 
Have you ever seen a boo klet like this? 
It explains everything!" 

'.'Why ... yes," I replied. "I have 
several o f those at home. " 

"You do?! " My fr iend showed s ur
prise and disappointment in me. 
"Well, how come I've known you all 
this while a nd YOU'VE never told me 
about it?! " 

W hat could I say? I had wanted to 
s hare C hri st with her on so many oc
casions , but-well , the time never 
seemed right. A nd besides , the way she 
ta lked ... the way she dressed ... 
her interes ts ... she seemed so "put 
together. " Why, frank ly, she did n' t 
seem the type to be open to s piri tua l 
things ! 

She cont inued, "You know, I 've 
watched you a nd your hus band fo r so 
long. I could tell you ha d a n 'ex tra 
d imension ' and a sense o f purpose in 
you r li ves tha t I seemed to lack. I 
suspected a ll a long tha t it had some-

a frie nd of the prostitu tes , tax crimina ls , 
"em ot ionally di sturbed " and outcast 
groups . I say " pretend" because I cou ld 
not completely put out of m y mind the 
facts so loudly proclaimed by the m edia 
and the message of C hri st with which I 
was so fa miliar. An uneasy fee li ng 
would creep up from th e pit o f my 
stom ach upon occas ion. H owever, I was 
quite able to p ush it right back down 
where it came from and continue w ith 
m y scheduled plans. I d eveloped Ii fe 
goals and dreams that excluded the 
poor, the s ick and the helpless. A ll I 

thing to do with God in your li ves. So 
many times I was tempted to as k you 
about it, but I was afra id you 
wouldn't want to be bothered by per
sona l questio ns like that!" 

"Oh, I wish you would have sa id 
something. l would have been very 
pleased to have taken time to tell you 
how to become a Christian!" I tried 
not to show how awkward this mo
ment was for me. I felt so ashamed 
fo r being a C hristian coward. I felt 
remorseful for not lett ing God use me 
to bring m y neighbor and friend "into 
the fold." Quickly I added, "Oh, by 
the way, we a ttend a couples ' Bib le 
s tudy every Thursday evening. Would 
you and your hus band be interes ted in 
visiti ng the group with us thi s week?" 

"Sounds li ke something that we 'd 
like to try. I ' ll have to check with Jim 
a nd see if he'd care to go. I think we 
have a Bible some place around the 
ho use that we could bring. I ' II let you 
know ." 

"Great. Why do n't I ca ll you in a 
day or two to see if you' re ab le to 
come, a nd we' ll make arrangements to 
go." 

"Oh, thanks so much! I 'm excited. I 
fee l so good about becoming a C hri s
tian. I want to learn a ll I can- I have 
so many q uestions . I think you could 
help me a great deal! " 

" I 'm honored. W e' ll keep in touc h 
about this . It was good to 'bump' into 
you here a t the s tore. I ' II pray for you 
as you talk to Jim ... a nd welcome 
into the family of God!" 

D ri vi ng ho me, I asked God to fo r
give me for being insensitive to the 
need of this dear friend . I asked h im 
to g ive me a ministry o f d iscipleship 
with her, if he would so choose. I 
thi n k he will! 

"Therefore, to o ne who knows the 
right thing to do, and does no t do it, 
to him it is s in" (James 4: 17) . "The 
blood o f J esus C hrist , his so n, cleans
e th us from a ll s in" (I John I :7b) . 

Yes, I s tumbled o n the s teps aga in! 
This has been one more di ff icult 
"training s tep " fo r me. I have learned 
fro m it! Thank you, J esus. D 

wanted was to .get m y education , marry 
a handsome prince a nd settl e in a li tt le 
cottage in the country, where I would 
spend the rest of m y life tending m yself, 
my family and m y garden . 

But , as God's Word says, " Who has 
known the mind of the Lord" (Rom . 
11 :34). I praise God that his plans for 
my Ii fe a re not nearly as boring as m y 
plans. I a lso praise him that he has not 
shown me the future, fo r I might de
spair for the lack of a bility to foresee 
how he would give me all the resources 
necessary to th ri ve and grow in the ci r
cumsta nces prepared for me. 

When the opportunit y came up to be
come involved in a city church, we were 
li ving in one of the wealthiest neighbor
hoods in the Philadelphia a rea. We d id 
not li ve there because we were wea lth y, 
but through the kindness of a friend 
w ho rented us a n apartment for a sm a ll 
monthly fee. We moved to a changing 
community- the w hites were moving 
o ut, as blacks, Puerto Ricans and 
peoples of ma ny nationalities, moved in. 
We have 30 homes on one side of one 
block, some of which are boarded u p, 
m a ny crumbling and decaying. Trees, 
fl owers and blades of grass a re few and 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
women 's work director 

"Whe n they were full y awake they 
saw h is g lory" (Luke 9:32). 

J esus had taken three of his disci
ples, Peter, James a nd John , with 
him to the m o unta in to pray. J esus 
a lways talked to his Father a bout th e 
things he was doing. While h e 
prayed, the th ree d isciples fell asleep. 
H ow easily we , too , fa ll as leep; the 
cares of the world, the regula r rou
tine of dai ly li ving, th e rout ine of 
partic ipating in church act ivit ies may 
cause us to fa ll asleep to the need s of 
people near us a nd in o ther areas of 
the world. 

It was only when the disciples were 
wide awake tha t they beheld his 
g lo ry. When we are fully awake a nd 
when we see J esus only, th en we wi ll 
see the needs of sharing C hrist with 
those in o ur comm unity, natio n and 
world . God is giving us as wom en 
untold num be rs of opportuniti es and 
privileges to m ake C hri st known . Le t 
us continue to pray "Keep us awake 
to you , Lord J esus." D 

fa r between. Everyone' s front d oor 
opens onto the s treet. Chi ldren find it 
necessary to play on the sidewalk or in 
the st reet. In the heat of summ er, fire 
hydrants are opened a nd everyone cools 

Dinner at the Correnti home w ith a 
neighboring Yugoslavian family 

off under the gush of water. 
We have found tha t God has made 

obedience very easy for us and has sup
plied us with more than everything that 
we thought we were giving up. We both 
love plants and gardening, and before 
we m oved to the c ity we spent many 
hours in this pasttime. Now that we are 
here, we have found a large plot w hich 
we can garden . We have a group o f 
people who garden with us . We have a 
front porch with large g lass wind ows 
which ac ts as a greenhouse in s ummer, 
a nd we also have 22 windows in our 
home . Wi th a ll th is, we find we have 
mor e space for pla nts than we could 
ever use. We have found the city to be a 
place of many excit ing and s timula ting 
resources. Libraries, museums, concerts, 
plays a nd educat iona l opportunit ies 
abound . The potential of persona l 
g rowt h is never more than a bus ride 
away. God ha s added a richness to o ur 
li ves that we never experie nced a s a part 
o f the m iddle class. For the firs t t ime, 
we are li ving among people from many 
d ifferent lands . We are constantly sur
prised and amazed a t th e variety in 
God's creat ion, as we e ncounter new 
kinds of family life, new pasuim es a nd 
new foods. . . 

We have a lso fou nd a new simphclly 
in our lives as the result o f our move to 
the city. Less property a~d sma~ ler 
homes mean less t ime spent 111 clean 11~g 
a nd ma inte na nce a nd less ti me spent 111 

jobs to provide mone~ for upkeep. '.he 
avai lab ility of pub li c transportauon 
lessens the need fo r a ca r. The standard 
is lower in terms o f the a mount o f 
clothes considered necessary and the 
a mount and q ua lity o f home fu rnis hings 
deemed adequa te . This is not to say that 
the cul tu re is non-materialis tic. I t s till 
is but for us it is a standard tha t we 
c~n meet wit h muc h less s train. W e do 
no t need to be a lways pushing a head in 
orde r to m a int ain the sta ndard at w hich 
our fr ie nds a nd neighbors live. This has 

been truly liberating to be away from 
the faster paced living that a hig her li v
ing standard demands. We have found 
people with time to sit outside during 
the evening and chat with their neigh
bors. I meet women with time to take 
care of not only their own c hildren, but 
other children as well-particula rl y 
those from troubled hom es, sometimes 
tak ing on a whole new family, if the 
pare nts are unable to care for them. I 
myself have found time for a whole host 
of acti vities that I know l would have 
o therwise never gotten to u nt il reti re
ment. I am using m y new freedom to 
sew, read, take walks with my son, visit 
and spend extra time cooking. T he 
phrase "free in C hrist " has taken o n a 
who le new meaning for me. I can see 
that God had to pick me up a nd take 
me to a place, where I would have never 
gone on m y own, to g ive me a n ex is
tence where I am free to be the person I 
would a lways want to be-yet w ithout 
the time or the courage to make the 
time if left to myself. 

The Bible Club baking cookies with Pastor Jim. 

Smaller thi ngs go fart her. Last year 
we p la nted several flowers in a 2 x 
2 foot plot o f dirt that was once the 
res idence of a tree now dead. We go t as 
many compliments o n those fl o wers as 
if we had pla nted a 20 x 20 foot 
garden with the most g lorious of flow
ers. T he neighbors watched over them 
for us to ma ke sure s tray a nimals a nd 
chi ldren would not destroy them. W e re
joice as much over a blade of grass that 
dares to poke its head th rough th e con
crete as your average suburbanite would 
over a beaut ifull y g reen and carefully 
tended lawn. Smaller th ings go farther 
in teaching as well . W e can get a g reat 
dea l taught with very simpl e lessons, 
s ongs, gam es a nd prizes . 

I d o_n't want to paint a com pletely 
rosy p1ct ure. There have been and a re 
now many difficu lt adj ustmen ts a nd 
frustrations . l have had to f ind a new 
way to clean house, to deal with the c ity 

(Co111i1111ed on page 39) 
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YOUTH SCENE 
(Conrinued f rom page 13) 

4. Clean up your act by cleaning up 
your mind (Rom. 12:2). Beware of what 
you listen to and look at. Stay away 
from the magazine racks and the ro
mantic pocketbooks at the corner drug 
store. They are Satan's tools and trap. 
They portray sex incorrectl y. They are 
more fantasy than reality. If your mind 
is filled with a perverted idea of sex 
now, you will have a difficult time ad
justing to the realities of married life 
later. We are, rather, encouraged to 
think upon those things that are "true, 
honorable, right, pure, and lovely" 
(Phil. 4:8). 

5. Confess any sin in this area and 

claim God's forgiveness. His promise is 
to cleanse us from all si n (I John I :9). 
You ' re not the first, nor will you be the 
last , to ask for God's forgiveness. King 
David had a similar problem three thou
sand years ago (2 Sam. 11). Chances 
are, if you've been asking, "How far 
can I go?" , you have already gone too 
far. 

6. Call upon the Holy Spiri t to give 
you self-control. He wants you to have 
it even more than you do. It 's a by
product of his indwelling presence and 
power, so let him have control of this 
and of every area of your life (Gal. 
5:22, 23; Eph. 5: 18; Col. 1:11; Jude 24). 

Our minds are likened to complex 
computers. We have a tremendous ca
pacity for retention and recall . At a 

Test Your Knowledge 
Try this quiz about the Baptis ts of 

North America. Answers on page 28. 
I . In what nation (apart from the 

USA and Canada) do five BW A 
bodies in North America have mission 
fie lds? 

2. What widely-known Baptis t was 
born on January 15? 

3. Which state of the USA has the 
highes t proportion of Baptists? 

4. In what provi nce was the first 
Baptist church in Canada organized? 

5. What current president of a Bap
tist convention in the North American 
Baptist Fellowship has had the longest 
tenure? 

• 
book reulems 
by B.C. Schreiber 

Zest for Living. By Gains S. Dobbins, 
Waco, TX: Word Books, $5.95. For 
Zest for Living, Mr. Dobbins chose an 
excellent subject- himself! He is not 
one who would write a book on life 
begins at forty or fi ft y or even sixty. He 
l~ved ~ II his life, and he is cont inuing to 
li ve With zest even a ft er ninety. To learn 
unt~I you are an adult and then expect 
to live on what you learned is a fantasy. 
The author believes that all normal per
sons are li fe-long learners and continue 
throughout li fe to be teachers. He con
t1!1ue~ to pre.a.ch' teach, travel and sha re 
his ,:est for li fe-abundant li fe. 

God, Revelation and Authority. By Carl 
F. H. "· cnry. (Advance Noticfl) H 1 V I ~ . aen ~-
~ er er ag of Stut tgart, Germany . . -

, IS IS 
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6. In what year did America n 
(Northern) Baptists first elect a woman 
as president of the denomination? 

7. What NABF member bodies have 
churches with which they are related 
on Guam? 

8. Who has been the president of 
two NA BF mem ber bodies? 

9. How many Baptist church mem
bers are there in Mexico (within three 
thousand)? 

10. NABF bodies publish at least 
th ree daily devotional booklets: The 
Secrer Place, Open Windows, and an
other. Name the thi rd. 

suing a German translation o f this book 
by Baptis t theologian Carl F. H. Henry. 
The first two volumes, which appeared 
last year, placed first in the annual 
ETERNITY magazine " best religious 
books" competition. The volumes are 
also cur rent ly being translated into 
Mandarin and Korean . During doctoral 
studies at Nort hern Baptist Theological 
Semina ry, Henry pastored what was 
then the Hum bold t Park Baptis t Ch urch 
of Chicago. H e is married to Helga 
Bender Henry, daughter o f pioneer Ger
man Baptist missionaries to Cameroon . 

T he Men Behind the King James Ver
sion. By Gusta vus S. Paine, Gra nd 
Rapids, MI. Baker Book House. $3. 95. 
On Monday, J an. 16, 1604, Dr. John 
Rainholds, a Puritan , addressed King 
James a t Hampton Court in these 
word.s: " May your Majesty be pleased 
to direct tha t the Bi ble be now trans
lated, such versions as a re ex tant not 
an~v.er111g to t~1e original. " 

ith thes.e. few opening sta tement s the 
grea test wm1 ng project the world has 

young age you may not yet be aware of 
thi s fac t or of its implicat io ns, but it's 
there for better or for worse. We never 
forget completely what we have said a nd 
done. Those "fun" times at the beach 
or in a van with someone e lse than 
whom you eventually marry, or even 
with that person, may flash back on the 
screen of your mind wi th depressing fre
quency and vivid clarity which you 
would prefer to forget. So that you may 
never have to experience this, do not do 
anything now that you may be sorry for 
in the future. We st ill reap what we 
sow, Christian or non-Christ ian (Ga l. 
6:7-9). 

Remember to be faithful to your mate 
-even if the two of you have not yet 
met. 0 

YOU OUG HT TO 
KNOW ... 

that you can purchase a songbook 
contain ing words and mus ic of all the 
songs on the God's Volunteers rec
ord, The Body of Our Lord. 

You can also purchase taped back
ground music for your group singing. 

Songs included a re: 
• The Body of Our Lord 
• Let Our Hearts Be Ever Happy 
• Gent le Like Jesus 
• It Won't Stop 
• Pra ise Him 
• The re's a Quiet Understanding 
• If You Need a He lp ing Hand 
• Jesus Loves Even Me 
• He 's a Friend 
• Take My Life 
• Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Book, The Body of Our Lord-$2.95 
Reel to reel accompaniment tape
$25.00 
Record, The Body of Our Lord-$5.98 

Order from: 
Church Minis tries Departmen t 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

ever known was begun. More than fifty 
scholars o f various persuasions took 
part in this great task. In addi t ion to 
Rainholds, only a few o f the scholars 
are remembered today: Richa rd Ban 
croft, George Abbot, La ncelot Andrews 
(fluent in fifteen la nguages), Thomas 
Bilson, Thomas Ravis, Sir Henry Savi le 
and Dr. Miles Smith . 

Because o f the va riety o f opinions, 
persuas ions, politics, bik ering, selfish
ness (forceful men thought they could 
use the project to furth er their en ds), 

(Co111i1111ed 011page35) 
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E arly beginnings of the North Ameri
can Baptist Conference date back to the 
early I 840's with the organization of 
German Baptist churches in Philadel
phia, PA , 1843; in New York, NY, 
1846; in Newark, NJ, 1849; in Buffalo, 
NY, 1849; in Rochester, NY, 1851; in 
Bridgeport , ON, 185 1; in Milwaukee, 
WI, 1847; in St. Louis, MO, 1849; and 
in Chicago, IL, 1858 . In the course of 
time, these churches organized them
selves into con ferences. The firs t such 
conference came into being in Philadel
phia, PA, in 185 1, later known as the 
Eastern Conference. The Western Con
ference came into being in Springfield, 
IL, in 1859. By 1865 the first General 
Conference came into being in Spring
fie ld , IL in 1859. By 1865 the first Gen
eral Conference convened at Wilmot, 
ON. Since then , it has met every three 
years. In 1880 the Western Conference, 
meeting in Peoria , IL, ceased and gave 
birth to the Centra l, Northwestern and 
Southwestern Conferences which met 
separately by 1881. 

forma tion of 
General ~Vfosio nar~ Socict) 

In 1883 representa tives of the four 
conferences met in Indianapolis, IN , 
and organized the General Miss ionary 
Society. This organization was ratified 

Dr. Richard Schilke, general secretary. 

that year by the Genera l Conference 
meeting in Clevela nd, OH. The Society 
became a corpora tion in the s tate of 
New York in 1902 under the name of 
"The Genera l Missio nary Society o f the 
German Baptist C hurches o f North 
America." In 1942 the name was 
c.hanged 10 "T~e .North American Bap-
11s1 General M1ss1onary Society , Inc.,, 

Dr. Richard Schilke is general secretary 
of the North American Baptist Mi . 
Department. ssions 
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In 1922 the corporation was recognized 
in Canada. In 1944 the name was 
changed to "The North American Bap
tist Genera l Miss ionary Society." 

From 1883 to 1958 the local Confer
ences, four at first and later nine, 
elected one or more representatives (ac
cording to the s ize of the Conference) to 
form the governing board of the Soci
ety, known as th e General Missionary 
Committee. The General Conference it
self elected the General Missionary 
Secreta ry and the General Treasurer. In 
1958 a change was made; each of the 
nine local conferences elected one repre
sentative, and the General Conference, 
in addition to the two officers, elected 
three laymen . The name of the govern- Rev. Fred Folkerts, associate secretary. 

General Missionary Committee meeting in 1910. 

ing boa rd was changed from " General 
Missionary Committee" to " Board of 
Missions." In 1970, when the nine local 
Conferences ceased a nd became 21 As
sociations, a nother change in the elec
tion of the Board of Missions came 
about; the Triennia l Conference elected 
the entire Board: six pastors, six lay 
people (four men, 1wo women) plus the 
officers . 

f"hc \1i"ion "' lhl •Ol'll' h 

At first rhe General Miss iona.ry Soci
ety was concerned with home miss ions 
and evangelism as the Conference itself 
expanded wes tward . An overseas ou t
reach came later, but both were a lways 
kep t under one governing board. Since 
the Conference in its early years had no 
Gene~a l . co~ncil , the Society assumed 
the d1s1nbut1on of missionary funds to 
other c~operating organizations s uch as 
the Semrnary a nd the Publications S ._ 
Cl y. OCJ 

In 1934 this responsibili ty was given 
to the Genera l Council. T he Socie ty a lso 
ass~med responsibi lity fo r other 
which we 1 areas 

re ater tra ns fer red to the Gen-

eral Council a nd its respec tive commit
tees: Ministers' Pension Fund s ta rt ed in 
1916 a nd was transferred in 1948; 
C hapel Build ing Fund, trans ferred in 
1950; Grant-in-Aid, tra ns ferred in 1953. 

In the area o f Ho m e Missions, the 
Society saw its res ponsib ility mainly in 
evangelism and in subs idizing the 
smaller and weaker churches. Even che 
former Chrisci an Training l nsticute in 
Edmo nton, AB, now known as the 
Nort h American Ba ptist College, had its 
beginning in the mid- 1930's under the 
Society. It became a coopera ting organi
zatio n and was tra ns ferred to the Gen
era l Council in the mid-1940's. 

In 1944 the Sociecy bega n its first out
reach among Spanish-Americans in the 
San Luis Valley, CO, and in 1954 in 1he 
Rio Grande Valley , T X. The Indian 
Mission in Canada, main ly in Alberta, 
and a lso in Saskai chewan, was begun in 
1946 and terminated in 1971 when the 
rema ining work in A lberta 

1

was trans
'.erred to the Northern Canada Evangel
ical Miss ion . 

In 1952, by General Conference reso-

lu1i on in Philadelphia, special emphas is 
was placed on starting new churches, 
and the Board of Missions was given the 
assignment. T o give this matter the 
proper emphasis , the Board appointed 
annua lly a Church Extension Commillee 
and gave it power to act, except for the 
appointment of the Direc to r of Church 
Extension and the approval of the an
nual budget. As a result of the Church 
Extens ion ministry, the program of as
s is tance to mission-aided churches was 
gradually reduced and finally terminated 

War I. Between World War I and II, 
Europe became the focus of attention 
through a program of church-aid a nd 
pas to ral support among German s peak
ing churches in Poland, Russia, Siberia, 
Esthonia, Latvia, Czechoslovakia, Yu
goslavia, Rumania , Bulgaria (particular
ly the Gypsy Mission), Hungary, Au
stria, Switzerland, and even Germany. 
The Rev. Carl Fuellbrandt, residing in 
Europe, served as Director of this Euro
pean out reach from 1925 to 1954. Of 
these various countries, only support of 

General Counci l In 1936. 

in 1973. In 1976 Church Extension be
came a separa te department with its 
own C hurch Extension Board. 

At fi rst the program of evangelism 
consisted of the appointment of several 
conference evangelists whose schedules 
of campaigns were a rranged by the ex
ecutive head of the Board. 

In 1955 a new phase of work, known 
a s God's Volunteers, came into being. 
T he Board appointed annually a God's 
Volunteers Committee, later called 
Evangelism Commi1tee, 10 carry out this 
function. In 1973 the entire evangelism 
phase was trans ferred to the Church 
M inistries Department of the Confer
ence . 

In the area of Overseas Missions, the 
Society assisted in many countries, be
fore it began sending out its own mis
s ionaries. Its first interest was in 
Cameroon, West Africa, wi th the ap
pointment o f the Rev. a nd Mrs. August 
Steffens in t 891 by the Neuruppiner 
Missio n of the Baptist Union of Ger
many. The las t of those missionaries 
was Dr. Paul Gebauer, who was ap
pointed by that mission in 1931 and 
formed the link of transfer. Appointed 
by our Society in 1934, he returned to 
Cameroon as our first missionary in 
1936. In the first d ecade of this century, 
perio dic work was ca rried o n in Brazil 
a nd Argentina; thi s ended with World 

A get together of Baptist Indians and Canadians 
on one of the reservations In Alberta. 

miss ion work in Austria remained after 
World War II ; this mission was finally 
transferred to the Ba ptist Union of Ger
many in 1963 with a ll support cea sing 
by 1966. 

The four present overseas mission 
fields are Cameroon, Nigeria, Japan 
and Brazil. By Conference resolution in 
1976 a t Portland, OR, the Board o f 
Missions was asked to search, survey 
and recommend by 1979 a coun try 
where a fi fth field might be undertaken . 

I l ull ...,,a1 1 tile '1•l'Jl ~ 

Fro m its inception unti l 1958, the So
ciety had only o ne paid executive sta ff 
member, its General Miss ionary Secre
tary: the Rev . J. C. Grimme!, 1883-

1892; the Rev. G. A . Schulte, 1892-
1916; Dr. William Kuhn, 1916-1946; the 
Rev. H . G . Dymmel, 1946-1950 (Mr. 
Dymmel was home-mission secretary 
1944-1946); Dr. Richard Schilke since 
1951. The growth in the number of m is
sionaries in Cameroon since 1936 (par
ticularly since I 944), the opening of a 
new mission field in Japan in 1951 , the 
addition of the Church Extension pro
gram in 1952 and the God's Volunteers 
program in 1955, required additional 
staff assistance. In 1958 the Rev. Daniel 

The first God's Volunteers team, 1956-57 with 
the Rev. Daniel Fuchs, director. 

Church Extension Board 1978. 

Fuchs was appointed by the Board as 
Director of Evangelism and Church Ex
tension . He began this ministry in 
January 1959. Church Extensio n, in 
particular, grew and necessitated the ap
pointment of a full-time person in 1967 . 
T he Rev. Lyle 0 . Wacker was a p
pointed by the Board a s Director of 
C hurch Extension and began his minis
try in September that year. The Rev. 
Daniel Fuchs then became Assis tant 
General Secretary with responsibilities in 
the area of H o me Missions evangelism 
including God's Volunteers, mission
a ided churches, Indian Mission a nd 
Spanish-American Mission. This left a ll 
overseas work under the general secre
tary in addition to o verseeing responsi
bilities in a ll the o ther home areas. 
When in 1973 the evangelism phase was 
transferred to the Church Ministries 
Department, it included the Rev. Da niel 
Fuchs. 

The vacancy caused by that move was 
fi lled along with a redivision of respon-
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sibilities . T he Rev. Fred C. Folkerts, 
who had been missionary in Cameroon 
for 15 years (about 10 years as field 
secretary), was appointed by the Board 
as Associate Secretary for Overseas Mis
sions with speci fie responsibilities fo r 
Cameroon and Nigeria. H e began this 
ministry in January 1974. The general 
secretary kept the overall supervisory 
responsibilities plus the details for the 
mission fields in Japan and Brazil and 
home missions among the Spanish
A mericans . In 1976 when C hurch exten
sion became a separate department, the 
Board of Missions was left with two 
staff members: general secretary and 

The present church building at Monte Vista with 
its new educational unit. 

The old Baptist Chapel at Monte Vista, CO. 

associate secretary for overseas mis
sio ns. 

A summary capsule o f the Society's 
p resent home and overseas mission 
fields follows: 

San Luis Valley, Colorado. Work 
among the Spanish-Americans in the 
San Luis Valley, Colorado, began in 
1944 with the Rev. a nd Mrs . J. J . 
Reimer as the firs t missionaries. P res
ently there a re fi ve missionaries in that 
a rea: D r. and Mrs . Earl H. Ahrens and 
Miss Kathryn Ann Hunt in Monte 
Vista, a nd the Rev. and M rs. David C. 

20 I BAPTIST HERALD 

Keiry in Center with an additional 
outreach in Del Norte. In the early 
1970's a C hu rch of God build ing was 
purchased and remodeled in Center, and 
a new parsonage was built. In the winter 
of 1976-77 a n educational un it was 
added to the chapel a t Monte Vista. In 
the late l 960's a Bapti st Health Center 
was opened in Monte Vista which, un
der the supervision of Dr. and Mrs. 
Ahrens, was operated partia lly on a 
self-support basis. For several years i 

1 

G ra nde City in 1954 with the Rev. a nd 
Mrs. Raymond Castro as the firs t mis
s ionaries. Presently, there are four mis
sionaries in this area. The Castros left 
after eight years . The Rev. and Mrs . 
Robert R. Sandova l succeeded t hem in 
1963 and are still serving in Rio Grande 
City. They have an addi t ional outlet 
across the border in to Mexico: in the 

city of Camargo and the village of Villa 

Nueva. The T exas work expanded to 

Ed
. . . 

60
, presently, 

m burg m the mid 19 s . 

-
.rJ!I ~ 
~ . I 

The old trailer house, used by our first missionaries in Del Norte, CO, in front of the Baptist Chapel. 

was funded by the Health Departm ent 
of the State of Colorado. T his is w here 
Miss Hunt, a former Cameroon mis
s ionary nurse a nd midwife, found her 
o utlet in service. Her sa la ry a nd ex
penses were covered from tha t fund ing. 
T he state funding ceased in the summer 
of 1977, and the cli nic part o f the 
Health Center had to be closed . The 
Board of Miss ions then su bsidized the 
work temporarily so that a trans fer to a 
maternity center could be brought 
about. 

R!·o Grande Valley, Texas. Work in the 
Rio G ra nde Va lley , Texa s, began in Rio 

the Rev. and Mrs. Lindbherg J. Ake 
serve part-time un til full-t ime miss io n
aries can be found and appointed. Rev. 
Ake is on the staff of the Rio Grand e 
Bible i"nsti tute in Edinburg; therefore he 
cannot assume fu ll-t ime miss ion ary re
s ponsibi lit ies at Edinburg. 
Inner City Mission, New Jersey. I n the 
earl y I 970's the home mission work ex
panded into wha t might be ca lled inner
ci1y work in New J ersey, s upervised by 
the Atlantic Associat io n Miss ion Com
mi1tee. In U ni on C ity, NJ , the Rev. 
Marcelino De la Cruz serves among the 
C uban immigrants a nd form ed the Sec
ond Spanish Baptist C hurch (Second 
beca~se it took over t ty: form er Seco nd 
Bapust C hurch b uild ing). In Newark, 
NJ, the area of the Waln ut S:reet Bap
tist C hurch has become heav ily popu
lated by immigrants mainly from Portu
ga l. Dr. E milio Lopez-Cela serves these 
Portuguese people at the Walnut St reet 
Bap ti st Church. In addition to th is min
istry. Dr. Lopez-Cela continues a s pres
ident a nd di rector o f TESNY (Tr inity 
Evangelical Study-Center of New York) 
which he founded ten years ago in an
swer to a great need among the Spanis h 
s peaking immig rants in New Yo rk C ity. 

( I 

Cameroon, West Africa. The United 
Republic of Cameroon in W est Africa is 
the o ldest North American Baptis t over
~eas miss ion field . T he Baptist wi tness 
in Cameroon da tes back to 1858 when 
Alfred Saker , a British miss ionary, 
banned fro m the is la nd of Ferna ndo Po, 

I 

came to the main la nd of Cameroon . Af
ter a brief stay in Douala, he settled in 
the area which he named Victoria. The 
founding of the town of Victoria and 
the es tab lis hment of the Bapti st witness 
a t Victoria were simultaneous. In 1884, 
when Cam eroon became a colony of 
Germany, the London Missionary Soci-

-

Interior o f Garcias Ranch Baptist Church in Rio 
Grande City, TX. 

ety asked the Baptist s of Germany 
w hether they would take over the Bap
tist mission in Cameroon . They agreed, 
form ed the Neuruppiner Miss.ion a~d 
called for missio naries . The firs ~ mi~
s ionaries appoin ted from Amenca in 

189 1 were the Rev. a nd Mrs . August 
Steffens from Trenton , Illinois . For 
forty years missionary candidates from 
Germany and from America were ap
pointed by this Mission. The la st of that 
line o f miss ionaries from A merica was 
Paul Gebauer from Detroit, Michigan, 
appointed in 1931. . 

In t he mid 1930's , North A~enca~ 
Bapt ists came to a n agreement with th 
Baptis ts of Germany, whereby a few 
missio n stations in Cameroon (Mbem 
a nd Belo) were to be tu rned over 10 

North American Baptists . Dr. an~ ~rs . 
Paul Gebauer were our fi rst rniss ion
aries a nd were appointed in 1934 . Th~~ 
left for C ameroon in 1936. When W ?~ h 
W C oon a Bnus a r II broke out, amer . ' d II 
colony s ince World War I, inter~e . a 
German nat ionals, including mission
a ri es. Thus the Baptists of Germany _lost 
h . . . f. Id Nort h Amen can t e1 r mission 1e · k 

Bapti sts continued the miss ion wol~ 
with four missionaries and _e~~n.t u a y 
took over a ll mission responsibilu_ies b~ 
a forma l agreement with the Bapusts 0 

Germany in 1947. Growth in a l_I areas 
be . h "d J 940's fo llowing the gan in t e m1 

1 
ly 

close o f World War II. By .tie ear 
l 950's the mission work fell into t hrde.e 

· ' . h la ted me 1-main categories : churc -re • 
ca l-rela ted educational-re lated. 

In 1953 ' the churches in Cameroon or
ganized themselves into the C ameroon 
B . . 1 ·ch as a separate apus t Conven u o n w 11 • . 
body, became a member of the Bapt~~ 
World A lliance in 1955 . In 1969 ~OO 
primary scho ols (104 wi th o ver 27• 
chi ldren enrolled) , secondary scho? ls 
and teacher training colleges (four with 
close to 1,000 s1udents ) came under the 

Education Authority of the Cameroon 
Baptist Convention. T he transfer from 
mission to convent ion took place in col
o r ful ceremonies in March 1970. In 
1975 the medical work (two general 
hospitals, one leprosy hospital and four 
maternity centers) came under the Medi
cal Authority of the Cameroon Baptist 

Missionary August Steffens shortly before his 
departure for Africa. 

Convention with an official trans fer 
ceremony from mission to convention. 

As of 1977 there were 574 churches in 
Cameroon with a total membershi p of 
m ore than 39,000. "New Life for A ll , " 
a program launched in Nigeria, was in
troduced by the la te Rev. Gary 
Schroeder , evangelism secretary, whose 
unt imely accidenta l death o n Feb. 12, 
I 970, le f t a large gap in our miss ion 
work. Evangel ism and chu rch-plan ting 
are the driving fo rces . To prepare lead
ers for the work of the chu rch is the 
tas k of the Baptis t Training College at 
Ndu; the co llege has been renamed 
Cameroon Baptist Theologica l College. 
It has a n enroll ment o f 38 students as of 
1977 , many o f whom will be the future 
pastors o f the ch~1rches . Youth wo rk _ ha s 
flourished. Radio has had a unique 
minis try through the medium of Radio 
Buea where, until now, free programs 
could be a ired week ly and brief devo
t ions da ily. 

Medical missio ns gives emphasis to 
the healing o f the body and uses this 
media to reach people fo r G od. Banso 
Baptist H ospi tal cares for tho usands 
and in addition, has a program o f 
trai;1ing nat ionals in mid-wifery a nd in 
nursing . Mbingo Baptis t Hospit a l gives 
new hope to perso ns a ffl icted with 
leprosy . At variou s maternit y cem ers 
(Banso, Belo, M bem ~nd J ikijem) , _the 
emphasis is on preservmg newborn h fe , 
thus cuuing back on infa nt mortali ty . It 
is in this area o f medical missio ns that 

the women of our North American Bap
ti st churches have the greatest contact 
through their White Cross ministry. 
W ithout this , o ur hospi tals and matern
ity centers would su ffer g reatly . Healing 
the body a nd preserving life has far
reaching influences in a ll a reas of the 
Chris tian church in Cameroon. 

Midweek service at Camargo, Mexico. 

Educational missions give empha sis to 
the development of the mind and its use 
in building up a g rowing nat ion and, 
with it, a g rowing church. In 74 primary 
schools there were about 20,000 chi ldren 
wi th 390 primary teachers ( 1976 stat is
tics). The teachers of the primary 
schools were trained a t the form er Bap
tist T eacher Training College at Soppo 
a nd the former Kom Baprist Teacher 
Training College at Belo. Both of these 
teacher training colleges found it neces
sary to change their curriculum. The 
o ne at Belo became the Korn Bap tis t 
Voca tional Technical Co llege; the one a t 
Soppo changed to Baptist Boys Second
ary School. In the other secondary 
schools, Joseph Merrick Baptist College 
a t Ndu a nd Saker Baptist College a t 
Victo ria , a general education is given. 
These four colleges had a total enroll
ment of 1,253 students in 1976. 

Cameroon's youth seek education and 
pay a lmos t any price to o bta in it. Edu
cation is number one on their list. W ith
in Cameroon , the opportun ities are lim
ited for a ny kind of education beyo nd 
the secondary schools; though there is a 
unive rsity in Yaounde, the capital of the 
country. In a limited way our mission 
seeks to provide some scholarsh ips for 
young people to study ab road. This is 
known as the Gary Schroeder Memorial 
Scholars hip. 

The tour of the College Singers from 
C ameroon was witho ut q ues tio n the 
greatest mission event in 1969. Missions 
has become alive th roug h the wi t ness 
a nd testimony o f these young people . (A 
sound color m ovie film o f the group, 23 
minutes in length , is availab le to our 
churches on a missio n-offering bas is. ) 

T he miss ionary fam ily in Cam eroon 
numbers 56 a d u lts o f w hich four are 
short-term missionar ies and 34 child ren . 
S ince 1974 the R ev. Oryn G. Meinerts is 
field secretary . 
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Nigeria, West Africa. The Mambilla 
P lateau was formerly part of Briti sh 
Cameroon. In the late I 930's and early 
I 940's, the Baptist witness was estab
lished at Warwar. In 1961 the people in 
this area chose to become part o f Ni
geria rather than part of the Republic of 
Cameroon. Thus by a poli tical divis ion 
of the coun try, North American Baptists 
found themselves with part of their 
African mission in Nigeria. There were 

the government and asked that the Bap
tist mission be given permission to bui ld 
a hospital, since the area was without 
medical facil ities. Our mission agreed to 
build a 24-bed hospita l at Gembu. A 
site was selected, but before much prog
ress could be made, the government be
gan building a 36-bed hospital at Gem
bu. This changed our plans. The hospi
tal was then built at Warwar. As of 
April 1977 the hospital came under gov-

s ionary families in Africa. For several 
years some of the miss ionary children 
from Cameroon attended Hillcrest 
School in J os, Nigeria. This is a cooper
at ive school o f several missions pro
viding an education for miss ionary chil
dren on both the primary and high 
school level. In 1968 o ur miss io n be
came an affi liated member of the Hi ll
crest School. A ll missionary children 
from Cameroon above thi rd grade go 

The firs t mission house built by Steffens in Cameroon. Missionaries Paul and Clara Gebaur enjoying their five o'c lock tea in front 
of their thatched roof hut in Mbem. 

Door·tO·door evangelism is a very effective way 
of reaching people with the "Good News: · 

about 35 churches with a total member
s hip of close to 3,000 in the a rea at that 
time. The Rev. and Mrs. F. Kenneth 
Goodman were sta tioned at Warwar at 
the time when this section of the coun
try became part o f Nigeria. Two years 
later, after we decided to stay, Miss 
Minnie M. Kuhn, missionary nurse in 
Cameroo n, was transferred to Nigeria 
< nd became o ur first missionary in Ni
geria. Our mission in this northeast sec
tion of Nigeria is known as the Mam
bi lla Baptist Mission. As of 1977 there 
were 113 chu rches with a total member
s hip o f 8,177. 

The arm o f evangelis m in thi s Moslem 
a rea is mainly through medical mi s
s ions. The schools have been turned 
over to the government. In 1968, a new 
maternity center was built a t Warwar. 
The people a t Gembu, a city across the 
Donga River, seac o f che loca l au1hori -
1ies a nd la rgest po pulat ion center in the 
a rea (over 5,000 a c tha t tim e), peci ti o ned 
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Missionary Eleanor Weisenburger conducting a Baby Clinic at Ban so Bapt ist Hospital. 

ernment administration in accordance 
wit h Nigerian policy fo r all private hos
pitals. H owever, the enti re staff, mis
sionary and nat io nal, was as ked to s tay 
on for a l least the next two years. They 
agreed. Dr. Ronald E . Hiller, medica l 
o fficer, and also acting field secretary at 
tha t time, signed two contracts wi th the 
government , each of 15-18 months dura
tion. 

The Gembu (Mbu) site has now be
come the loca t ion of the Mam billa Bap
tist Bible School which began a t 
Mbamnga in 197 1 with ten students . In 
1978 it has an enrollment of 25 stu 
dems. Cons truct ion o f buildings fo r the 
Bible School is presentl y in progress . 

?ur mission in Nigeria has a post
scnpt of major importance to our mis-

there. A home, purchased in 1969 for 
miss ionary chi ldren, was remodeled to 
house 10 to 12 of o ur children and 
houseparen ts. I t was named Woyke 
House. T he Rev. and Mrs. H arold F. 
Lang were the firs t houseparents from 
1970-72. Woyke House was then en
larged to house 14 childre n during rhe 
time that the Rev. and Mrs . P eter 
Schroeder were houseparents from 1972 
to 1977. Presently the Rev. a nd Mrs . 
Reinhard Neuman are houseparents. 
The Rev . Harold F. Lang has been 
chaplain at the school since 1973. 

The missio nary family in Nigeria 
numbers 15 adults of w hich one is a 
s hort -term missio na ry; nine are child ren. 
Japan. Nort h American Baptists sent the 
first miss io na ri es to Japan in the fa ll o f 

195 1: the Rev . and Mrs. Jay Hirth and 
Miss Florence Miller. After o~e year o f 
tud (now two years are required)'. th~y 

s Y · · nary work in Jse, which is 
b a n m1ss10 . 

eg . southwest of Tokyo. On this 
300 m.1les . ula chu rches were orga-
K a1 pen10s , 1 d · ans . a l pastors pace Ill . d nd nauon 
mze , a Tsu Matsusaka, Nagoya 
lse , Kyoto, Thes~ five churches had a 
and Osaka. h' of 219 as of 1977. A 
tota l members tp started in Tsu . Several 
you th center was being started in t he 
ne'v churches aar~outh Kyoto and in the 
a rea o f Nagoy ' It is evident that 

Prefecture. k 
Nara 1 nd expansion ma r s our 
hurch g rowt 1 a 

c ork in J apan. . . 
present w B·br al Seminary was a J01.n1 

Osaka I ic North American Bapttsl 
effort of the I Mennoni te Brethren 
Conference, ~~ the Baptist General 
conference a 1960 to the early 
Conference ~~0;1 . t completed its new 
J970' s. In 1 1 

of a million dol-
f a quarter 

campus o dent enrollment was 
I h·ghesl siu 1 lars ts I d. on th ree !eve s: a 

• 

0 th SIU 1es 
about 30, W I a n under-graduate 
diploma course~ate (B.D.) course. The 
(B.Th.) and g~~S are working with ou r 
graduates of , 

. . ns ive emphasis t? the 
" Educational m1 ss10 . land its use in building 
development o f ~he ~:n 

rowing nation ... 
up a g . . establi shed churche~ and 
missionanes 111 h T he sem111ary 

s of outreac . tie 
in new area . 976 Propert y set -
was terminated 10 .1 1977 broug ht to 
ment , completed 10 value ~f three times 
each group a dol~~vertheless, it ~ s. un
th e investment. . cooperative m1111stry 
for tunate that t his B ptist C onference 
ceased. ~ur .Japan chaJ977 accepted th.e 
in its sess ion 10 Mar J apan Bible Sem1-
invitation from theffi iia te with it: Thus 
nary in Tokyo to .a I education is pro-

. d theo logtca 
conunue . ffi lia tio n. 
vided t hrough thi s a two-year program 

A new s~orH;~mThis short-term pro
was begun in 19 . f teaching convers~
gram is in the area o . ersities and bus1-
1ion al E ng lish a.t un1vns the door fo r 

This ope h a re ness places. for those w 0 
Eng lish Bible classes 

interested . b sadors from J apan, 
Th e Young Am as people, accom-

f n Yo ung . . · s a gro u p o te m1ss10nan e , 
a l of our d 

panied by sev~r States and Cana a , 
toured the United 73 a nd gave m ore 
J uly a nd A ugust .19 '. drama . They 
than 40 presentatton s 111 

were present al the Triennial Conference 
sessions in Wichi ta, Kansas. Their wit
ness made an impact; many remember 
J apan in prayer as a result. 

The missio nary family in Japan num-

"Cameroon's youth seek education ... " 

bers 19 adults of which six are short
term miss ionaries; nine a re children . 
Since 1974 the Rev. Wilfred L. Weick is 
field secretary. 
Brazil. Brazil is the you ngest m iss ion 
fi eld fo r the North American Baptist 
Conference. In 1966 o ur first two mis
s ionary famili es were sent to Brazil: the 

The College Singers from Cameroon at KPTV Station. 

Rev. and Mrs. Herman L. Effa and the 
Rev. and Mrs. Richard C. Rabenhorst. 
They had a year of language study a t 
Campinas . 

The northeastern pan of the sta te of 

Rio Grande do Sul was chosen to begin 
the work, for there was no Bapt ist mis
siona1 y famil y residing in this em ire sec
tion . There existed only one small Bap
tist church in Caxias do Sul , a city of 
over 100,000 popula tion at that time, 
and a Baptist mission , which had not 
yet organized into a church in Bento 
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Goncalves, a city then of over 35 ,000 
popula tion. The entire area had more 
than a dozen cities ranging from 10 ,000 
to 100,000 in popula tion. The ratio of 
Baptists for a ll of Brazi l was I to 200; 
for the entire state of Rio Grande do 
Sul , 1 to 2,000; but for the 75 mile 

Miss Minnie Kuhn, our fi rst missionary nurse in 
Nigeria, 1ooking after a patient. 

radius of the northeast section of the 
state, I to 8,000. The Baptis t State Con
vention of Rio Grande do Sul and the 
Baptist church in Caxias do Sul had in
vited us to begin work in this area. In 
September 1967, the Rev. and Mrs. Her
man L. Effa and their fam ily moved !O 

Caxias do Sul, and the Rev. and Mrs. 
Richard C. Rabenhorst and their fami ly 
moved to Bento Goncalves. 

By 1971 a third family, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Ralph R. Nelson, was sent to 
Brazil. After a short period in that area , 
they received an invita tion from the 
Baptist Sta te Convention, within which 
framework we minister, to seule at San
to Angelo in the northwestern part of 
the state, well beyond the area we had 
selected. This brought the ques tion of 

area responsibility under review. In 1974 

\ ' "f d \..; 
Tract distribution In the s treets of a Brazilian 
town. 

the fol lowing resolu tion was adopted : 
"That we continue to look upon our 
northeas t sect ion of 1he state as o ur 
immedia te a rea of concern and respon
sibil i1y, with Caxias do Sul as the cen
tral place of our miss ion; I ha! we revise 
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our policy and widen our outreach to 
include all of the sta te of Rio Grande 
do Sul with regards to the placement of 
missionary personnel according to the 
need of such area, avai lability and talent 
of personnel and upon invitation of and 
approval by the State Board. " 

Since we work within the framework 
of the Brazil Baptist State Convention, 
we use the stat istics of the state of Rio 

Dr. and Mrs. R. Schilke met with the General 
Council of the Mambilla Baptist Convention in 
December, 1977. 

Effa family, wi ll long be remembered. 
They have brough1 the miss ion wo rk 
closer to our people. 

The miss ionary family in Brazil num
bers eight adults and seven children. 
The Rev. Richard C . Rabenhorst has 
been field secretary since 1976, suc
ceeding the Rev. Herman L. Effa , who 
felt led of the Lord nol to retu rn to 

Brazil. 

The former Osaka Biblical Seminary. 

A Bible class at Tsu. 

The Bento Gonclaves choir practicing. 

Grande do Sul. In 1977 it reported 40 
chu rches, 60 preaching points and 3 ,400 
members. 

The Brazil Praise Singers, touring our 
churches in America and Canad a in the 
win ter of 1975-76, accompanied by the 

A New Mission Field. By Triennial Con
ference resolution in 1976 at Po rtl and, 
Oregon, 1he Board of Missions is to 
search for a possible new mission fi eld 
and report to 1he Conference in 1979 in 
Bismarck, Nonh Dakota, it s fi ndings 
and recommendations. The search is on! 
Reports and fa cts have been compiled . 
About 1en cou ntries will be vis ited by 
the Genera l Secretary in connection with 
his vis i1s during t his triennium 10 our 
present overseas fi elds. Where wi ll tha t 
fifth field be? Will it be somewhere in 
Europe? In Asia? In Centra l o r South 
America? Invi1a1ions come. Doors seem 
open in spite of many being closed these 
days. Let us be much in prayer for 
God 's guidance in th is search! 

" Go ye in10 all the world and make 
d isciples of a ll na tions ... " is still o ur 
Lord 's commission to his church. In 
o bedience to th is command, lei us dedi
cate ourselves to th e task before us and 
seek his guidance and direction to carry 
out his will among men everywhere . D 

PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

A Way to 
Provide for your 
Family & for 
your Favorite 
Ministry 
by David Vander Ploeg 

Mr. Vander Ploeg is a Christian at
torney from St. Joseph, J\11 I, who is 
competent in Charitable Estate Plan
ning. He is a member of the Christian 
Ref or med Church and has been a leader 
in encouraging deferred giving. The 
follo wing is part of an article wri11e11 
for their 111e111bers, but it has helpful 
ideas in it for consideration by North 
American Baptists. 
Note: The following information does not ap
ply 10 Canadian citizens but is specifically 
related to United States tax law. 

Frequent ly prospective donors wish to 
make a large gi ft of property 10 their 
favorite chari 1able cause, but still retain 
the income from th e property during 
their life, o r during 1he life of their 
spouse. Often the desires of the do no r 
can be accomplished simultaneously 
with a substan tial benefici al gift 10 a 
cha ritable organizat ion. Uni1ed Stat.es 
tax laws encourage such gifts by permit
ting donors to enjoy both income and 
estate tax ad vantages. A few ac tual 
cases may illus trate some of the possi
bi lities . 

Recently Calvin College was con1ac t_ed 
by a gent leman who wished 10 esta bltsh 
a sch ola rship fund to attract o utstand
ing Christi an high school gradua1es 
from the state of Michigan 10 e nroll a t 
Calvin. Since his fa mily responsibilities 
required a large expendi1u re each year 
for healt h care, it was advisable 10 have 
lhe income paid to him during his life. 

After an analysis of his needs and de
sires, a chari tab le remainder un itrust 
was created. It provides that 7 percent 
of the fa ir market va lue of the trust 
assets will be paid to the donor annually 
for life. Upon his death, the balance of 
the trust will go to Calvin College for 
the scholarship program envisioned by 
the donor. In addi tion to meeting the 
objectives o f the donor, a portion of the 
value of the property placed in the trust 
may be deducted for income tax pur
poses as a charitable cont ri bution . Upon 
his death, his estate will be entitled to a 
deduct ion for estate tax purposes for the 
entire va lue of the trust at that time. 

Another Christian educational institu
tion became the beneficiary of a uni trust 
created by a lady, who called to inquire 
about a gift annui ty. The development 
officer responded to the initia l contact 
by visiting her , during which he learned 
that she owned a valuable parcel of real 
estate in another state. This property 
was not developed and produced no in
come. Jn fact the annual taxes, which 
were increasing each year, were a drain 
on her cash income. The original pur
chase price many years ago was very 
low, so she would have had to pay a 
large capita l gain tax on the apprecia
tion, if the property were sold . Follow
ing consultations with the development 
officer, her auorney and her accoun
tant, a s ix percent unitrus t was created. 
Since the property was producing no in
come, she wisely chose one o f the varia
tions allowed by the tax law, namely, 
income only with a make-up provision. 
Unti l 1he non-income producing proper
ty was sold, she received no income. 
After sale and reinvestment o f the pro
ceeds, she would receiv~ the income 
from the unitrust, up to six percent an
nua ll y, plus the amount accrued during 
the time she received no income. That 
helped to preserve the pri ncipal of the 
trus t for the benefit of the chari table 
organizat ion and reco~niz~d the eco
nomic realities of that sttuauon. 

She realized the following benefits 
from this gift: 

1. Stopped the cash expense of an
nua l real estate taxes ; 

2. Received six percent income a fter 
the property was sold; . 

3. Avoided income tax on the gain 
rea lized on sale of property; 

4. Saved income taxes through use 
of charitable deduction for value 
of remainder gift to charity; 

s. Reduced estate taxes by va lue of 
cha ritable gift ; 

6. Avoided probate cos ts; 
7. Experienced the satisfac1i_on . of 

making an im portant conmbuuon 
to a favorite ca use. 

The cha ritable remainder uni trust is 
one way to provide income dur ing your 

life and to make a gift a t death. There 
are a variety of ways to accomplish the 
goals you have as a Chriscian steward. 
The Personal Escate P lanning Counse
lors of our Conference are available to 
be of service to you without cost or 
obligation. Please call or write: Rev. 
Everett Barker, North American Baptis t 
Con ference, l So. 2IO Summit Ave., 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60 18 1. Phone: 
(3 12) 495-2000. D 

lnjoy a 
o(.iving UruJt 
A living trust can be made and e n
joyed while living. 

Advantages of a living trust: 
1. PRIVACY- No public record 
2. FLEXIBILITY-"Meets individua l 

needs" 
3. MANAGEMENT-Relieves you of 

the burde n 
4. QUICKER SETTLEMENT -Avoids 

long probate 
5. TAX AND SETTLEMENT SAVINGS 

- Should reduce es tate settlement 
costs a llowing more for God's 
work and your he irs 

Our N.A.B. "Personal Estate Plann ing 
Service" is ready to he lp you c reate a 
living trust. 

I am inte rested in furthe r information: 

0 Please send the brochure, " Li ving 
Trusts Can be 'G iving Trusts.'" 

0 Please send information a bout 
Charitable Remainder Un itrus t s 

Send to: Rev. Everett Ba rker, North 
American Baptis t Confe rence, 1 So. 
210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, 
IL 60181. 
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The Supreme Court & Religious Liberty 

N o other insti tution in Amer ican 
public li fe influences the course o f reli
gious liberty as does the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 

Housed in a magni ficent st ructure of 
A la bama marb le built in the depression 
years o f the early 1930s, nine men se
lected by several Presidents o f che 
United States a re the final arbi ters o f 

legal ba ttles in a ll ki nds o f cases. 
One category of cases handled by rhe 

high court is that o f religious liberty. In 
fac t, religious liberty issues are vital ro 
our nationa l life-not just to rhe 
churches-in tha t the sect ions o f the 
U.S. Constitu tion dealing with religion 
come at the very begi nning of che Bill of 
Righcs. T hey form rhe cornerstone for 
a ll o ur orher precious individual liber

ties. 
The First Amendmenc to the Consticu

tion s tates tha t "Congress shall ma ke n? 
law respecting an escablishment o f relt
gion, or prohibicing rhe free exercise 
thereof." 

Whenever Congress or anY of the 

Stan l. Hasley is Associate Director in 
Charge of Denominational Services for 
the Baptist Join! Commi11ee on Public 
Affairs and is Baptist Press correspon
dent at the U. S. Supreme Court. 

by Stan L. Hastey 

s tare legislarure passes a law which in
d ividual cirizens or groups of cit izens of 
rhis nario n feel viola tes eirher of rhe rwo 
religion clauses in the Const itution, tha c 
law may be tested in the federal courts. 
Eventually, it may reach the Supreme 
Court for ultimate decision of ics con
s titut io na l validi ty. 

Obviously, then, what rhese nine men 
do wir h such a case has far-reachi ng im
pl icar ions for all of us. 

During irs 1976-77 term, for example, 
rhe high court deal! with a num ber o f 
impo rca nr Firsr Amendmen t quesc io ns in 
rhe fi eld o f religion . Two o f rhese 
received full hear ings, a nd decis ions 
were handed down by rhe jusrices. The 
issues a r stake were public funds for 
non-public schools and che conscitu
tio na l rig ht o f practicing sabbacarians to 
have Sarurdays off from cheir jobs. 

These a re only rwo o f ma ny such 
cases which the cou rt musr decide year 
afrer year . Every such case receives 
careful consideration by rhe juscices and 
rheir legal clerks, bur relarively few 
receive full hearings in which oral · ar
guments a re presenred by borh sides . 

Lasr term the court , while docketing 
more rhan 4,000 cases, was ab le to hear 
a pproximarely only 150 o f rhem . Never
theless, a ll the ot hers were disposed of 
by some action by the jusrices. 

In a ll of rhese, rhe noble ideal of rhe 
narion 's highesr rri buna l is rhar ex-

Observe Religious Liberty Day 

pressed on rhe facade of rhe Supreme 
Court bui lding in Was hingron, D.C., 
"Equal Jusrice under Law." 

Thar goal is, o f course, u nreachable. 
But it is imperative that it remain one o f 
our most cherished nationa l object ives. 
I t should go without saying tha t it o ughr 
to be a high p riority for Christians in 
this land. 

Because they deal with rhe fate of 
persons whom God created and of prin
ciples which a re indispensable to o ur 
survival as a free people, the J ustices of 
the U. S. Supreme Court deserve and 
need the prayers of Christians th ro ug h
out the nat ion . 

And Baptist Christians , perhaps m ore 
chan others because of their deep histor
ical commitment to religious liberty, 
oughr to be more concerned abou t what 
the high court does in this field. 

We must be prepared not only to pray 
for these nine men upon whom such 
eno rmous respo nsibi lity is placed , b uc 
we m ust also be ready to s peak che 
prophetic judgment of God upon their 
actions. For they, like we, are fa llible 
humans. 

Most of a ll , we have a growing obli
gation as Christians and as citizens to 
apprise o urselves of the issues of reli
gio us liberty which affect our lives. 

Religious Liberty Su nday provides us 
wich an occasion co sharpen s uch an 
awareness. II will be observed this year 
on June 11 in Bapc isc churches across 
che nation. 0 

June 11, 1978 
Sponsored by Baptist Joint Committee on Public A ff airs. Washington. DC 
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The Bus Ministry: 
It Works In Alpena by Jacob Ehman 

Alpena in Michigan is a city of abouc 
15,000 people wic h approximacely an
other 14 ,000 in the surrounding area. 
There are 27 churches in the city plus 
numerous churches in rhe surrounding 
area. About a year or two before my 
coming, che people of the church cook a 
good look ac themselves and discovered 
that : (I) the c hu rch was not growing as 
it s ho uld; (2) someth ing was needed to 
bring more Ii fe a nd vitality to the 
chu rch ; and (3) the church was not 
reaching out into the communi ty as ic 
should and could. The church began 
searching for answers . Some of the peo
ple attended a bus miniscry seminar 
which challenged them to rhink seriously 
a bou t lau nchi ng ouc in this direction. At 
fi rst, a number of people in the church 
d id not feel chat this was for them. It 
looked discouraging. But when people 
are enthused about something, they are 
not easily puc off. One o f these con
cerned lay people was in the conscruc
tion business. He and his partner de
cided to buy three used school buses for 
the church. This brother also volun
ceered his services as a bus captain and 
enlisted che help needed. The work goc 
scarted. T he people surveyed che area, 
d id the visitacion and rook on the 
responsibility o f reach ing out inco ~he 
communicy. Three routes were g01ng 
well, and a fourt h bus was needed. 

W hen I became pastor of the church, 
I m ust confess chat I knew liu le about a 
bus m iniscry. I read books on ic-h~w 
other churches have done who were 111-

volved in chis m inistry and how chey 
were ab le to use che miniscry co reach 
che communicy. J also wenr wich. the bus 
capcains o n their Sacurday calling. We 
called o n all 1 he fami lies involved for 
several reasons: ( I) We were in ce_r~sted 
in che to tal fam ily and their sp1n1ual 
needs; we wanted co miniscer co che 
whole fami ly. (2) We wanced to gee the 
reacc ion of those who rode the bus. (3) 
We wanced to get acquainced with chese 
families in cheir homes. (4) We wanted 
co share C hrist with all who were open 

The Rev. Jacob £h111a11 is pastor of 
Ripley Boulevard Baprisr Church, A!
Pena, Ml . 

and recept ive to receiving him as Lord 
and Savior. 

When che church entered the bus min
istry, their purpose was ro bring the 
children to Sunday school. Since the 
morning worship service was held before 
Sunday school, the bus personnel were 
out every Sunday morning dur ing the 
worship hour picking up the children. 
Some of chem had not been to a morn
ing service for over a year. The church 
felt that we needed a children's church 
program, giving the children a two-hour 
experience on Sunday morning. This 
would also enable bus personnel to at 
tend the worship service . One fear the 
church had was that we would lose 
about half of the children if they had co 
come for a two-hour service. To our 
surprise and delight, the opposite was 
true. More children came, and som e of 
the parents came to the worship service. 
So we changed our schedule, having 
Sunday school before the worship ser
vice so that the buses had a little more 
time leverage in case of problems o n the 
route. Children's church was a real help 
in reaching a number of children for 
Christ. 

Some Problems We Faced 
Have you ever taken more than one 

hundred children who have never been 
inside a church and mixed them with a 

little over half that many church chil
dren? If you have, you know what I'm 
saying. Or try to bring about a hundred 
children, who have never been inside a 
church, to a worship service and see 
what happens. For a number of Sun
days it took a great deal of love and 
grace to help these children understand 
why they were in Sunday school and 
church-what the benefits were to their 
lives and souls; that they were not with 
babysitters or away from parental guid
ance, so that they could do their own 
thing. But the grace and patience of the 
teachers, bus personnel and all members 
of the church brought and is bringing in 
the harvest. In December 1977, I bap
tized 13, of which, about half were bus 
children, in addition to the number of 
families we had taken in before. 

Another problem we face is the cost 
of upkeep and running the buses. To 
keep four old, used buses going costs 
qu ite a sum throughout the year. We 
are now replacing the o ld buses with 
newer ones, that are easier to drive and 
have less upkeep. 

We also have the problem of bus per
sonnel. Some people want to be relieved 
for awhile and some even permanently . 
T his means recruiting a nd t raining new 
people. 

We face the problem of families mov
ing to another location or sometimes 
out of town, which causes a bus route 
to dwindle. W e try to follow up on 
these moves the best we can . On several 
occasions, the children have missed Sun
day school and church so much that we 
have been noti fied of their new location 
and can follow up on them. 

T he Advantages Are Great 

It is my feeling that the bus ministry 
is a tremendous home mission opportu-

(Continued on page 28) 
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YOU OUGHT TO 
KNOW ... 
that your North American Bap
tist Conference Mission and 
Ministry needs are met, in part, 
every time you or your church 
purchases curriculum and other 
supplies from the Church Minis
tries Department. 

Services Offered: 
• Quick service (by UPS when 

available) 
• Postage paid on initial Sun

day school order each quar
ter for Gospel Light mate
rial 

• Shipment of the material(s) 
of your choice 

• Return privileges on un
used, undated Gospel Light 
material 

• VBS supplies 
• Hymnals 
• Club, chi ldren's, youth re

sources 
• Church growth, evangelism 

leadership materials 
• God's Volunteers records 

and other selected mer
chandise 

Benefits to Your Church: 
• One supplier for materials 

from various publishers 
• Doorstep service 
• Savings on postage, gas, 

time 
• Credit for returnable, un

used, undated Gospel Light 
materials 

• Publisher representatives 
available in your area to 
help you make best use of 
your curriculum 

• Materials and resources 
which meet the program 
needs of your church 

• Invoices payable to one 
supplier 

Don't you want your church to 
buy through NAB? 

BUS MINISTRY 
(Continued from page 27) 

nity. We talk about missions all over the 
world and often forget our home field. 
Here is a mission field at our door step, 
ripe for the harvest. 

Through the children we reach the 
parents . A number of parent s have 
come into the church because their chil 
dren started coming on the bus. Chi l-
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dren and parents are born aga in and 
become part of the family of God. 

I t gives the church a new purpose and 
outreach ministry. People, who would 
feel _very inadequate doing something 
else in the chu rch, become involved in 
this ministry. 

What Does it Take to Have a Bus 
M inistry? 

.It. takes dedicated lay people who are 
wtlhng to serve as bus captains co-cap
tai ns, drivers, bus hosts o r h

1

ostesses 
personnel direc tor, bus maintenance per~ 
sonnel or any ot her type of work re
quired. 

It takes bus captains who are wi ll ing 
t~ . spend several hours each Saturday 
vtsttrng every home on their route re
minding the children that they are ~om
i~g to pick them up. Bringing along a 
lttcle treat for each chi ld on Saturday 
shows love for the chi ld, establishes a 
relationship and reminds the ch ild to be 
ready to ride the bus on Sunday. Very 
o ften the parents do not care if the child 
goes or not. 

It takes money to operate a bus min
istry, but so does everyt hing else we do. 
Yet winning one chi ld or adul t to Christ 
is wort h i t all. 

It takes follow-up work. These homes 
need visi ting. Often the church people 
feel that all the visiting goes to the bus 
fam ilies and they are neglected. T hose, 
however, who are i nvolved in this visi ta
tion ministry rea lize that this is the way 
it should be. The late John F. Kennedy 
said, "Ask not what your country can 
do for you, but what you can do for 
your country." This type of philosophy 
surely is important for Christians. Don't 
ask what the church can do for you, but 
ask what you can do for the church. 
The bus ministry gi ves you many oppor-

tuni ties to reach the lost for Christ. There 
is no greater miss ion field than our local 
communi ty. It takes a pastor who wi ll en
courage the people in t his ministry. 

You Can Have a Bus Min istry 

No mat ter what size your church o r 
your area, you can have a bus ministry. 
Start out small if need be, but do yo ur 
best to reach your community for 
C hrist. Many doors of home m ission 
outreach and involvement will be 
opened. It will bring much growt h and 
reach many people for Christ. 0 

chuchle 
milhbruno 
It is surprising how often people agree 
wi th you if you only keep your m outh 
shut. 

A prominent man in poli tics denied that 
he was concei ted, but said that he's ab
solutely convinced that i f he hadn't been 
born, people would want to know why. 

A class reunion is a gathering where you 
come to the conclusion that most o f the 
people your own age are a lot older 
than you are. 

The biggest need in auto sa fet y is to re
call a few million defective drivers. 

The man who reached his hundredth 
birthday said , " If I 'd known I was go
ing to li ve this long I 'd have taken bet
ter care o f mysel f." 0 

Answers to Baptist Quiz 
Answers to questions appearing on page /6. 

I . The Phi l i ppines. (Ch urches th ere 
have mission relat ionships to American 
Baptists, Conference Bapt ists, General 
Baptists , Seventh Day Baptists, and 
Southern Baptists. ) 

2. Mart in Luther King, Jr. (In At
lanta, Georgia, in 1929.) 

3. M ississippi. (Accord ing to the 
1974 publicat ion, "Chu rcl1es and 
Church Membership in the Un i ted 
Sta tes. " ) 

4. New Brun swick. (At Sackville, in 
1763. H owever, a church wi th bot h 
Baptists and Congregational ists had 
been organized at H orton, now Wol f
vi lle, Nova Scotia, a li u le earl ier.) 

5. James Ca rl Sams . (President of 
the National Baptist Convention of 
America.) 

6 .. 192 1. (M rs. W. A. Montgomery 
presided over the annual meet ing of 
1922 .) 

7. General A ssociat ion of General 
Bapti sts, and the Southern Baptist 
Conventi on. (Four churches related to 
the GAGB, three to the SBC.) 

8. Thomas K ilgore, Jr. (Pres ident o f 
the American Baptist Convention , 
1_969- 1970, and o f the Progressi ve Na
llonal Baptist Convention, 1976-1978.) 

9. 43,547. (Of these 37, 129 are in 
the Convent ion, and 6 4 18 are out-
side.) ' 

IO. Moments With Cod. (Publi shed 
by the Nort h A merican Baptist Con
ference. Some other Baptist bodies dis
tribute daily devot ional booklets of 
other publ ishers.) 

BOYS & GIRLS 1 JULY 1·8 

Ages 9·12 years. Fee: $44.00 

Speaker: Mr. & Mrs. Joe Walker lay members of Olympic 
View Bapt ist Church, Tacoma. ' 

Puppeteers 

FAMILY 1 JULY 8·15 

Speaker: Rev. W. Muller, director of development and pro
fessor of Pastoral Theology at N.A.B. College, Edmonton 
AB. ' 

TOPIC: The Genesis View of the Family 

BOYS & GIRLS 2 JULY15·22 

Ages 9· 12 years. Fee: $44.00 

Speaker: Rev. Allan Fredlund, associate pastor Central Bap-
tist Church, Edmonton, AB. ' 

Bible Dramatis t 

FAMILY 2 JULY 22·29 

(M ost programming in German) 

Speaker: Dr. H. J. Waltere it, pastor, Bethany Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, BC. 

TOPIC: The Bible-God's Holy Word 

FAMILY 3 JULY 29-AUG. 5 

Speaker: Dr. J. Gordon Harris, associate professor of Old 
Testament at N.A.B. Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

TOPIC: Old Testament Families 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

Reg istrar 
Green Bay Baptis t Camp (Kelowna) 
R.R. #1, Westbank, B.C. VOH 2AO 

FAMILY 4 AUG. 5·12 

Speaker: Dr. Gordon Neufeld, professor of Psychology at 
U.B.C. and executive director of Growth Concerns. 

TOPIC: Family Relationships 

TEENERS AUG. 12·19 

(13·15 years) Fee: $48.00 

Speaker: Mr. Tom Starr, executive director of Northwest 
Youth Enterprise, Spokane, WA. Formerly pastor and 
Campus Crusade staff member. 

TOPIC: The Challenges of Being a Teen- ager 

FAMILYS AUG.19·25 

Speaker: Rev. R. W. Paetzel, assistant professor of New 
Testament at N .A.B. College, Edmonton, AB. 

TOPIC: Foc us of The New Testament 

HIGH SCHOOL AUG. 25-SEPT. 1 

Ages 16 years to graduation Fee: $60.00 

Speaker: Mr. Ron Carlson , president, Christian Minist ries In· 
ternational. 

TOPI C: What Makes Christians so Certain t hat the Bible is 
the Only True Revelat ion of God? 

COLLEGE & CAREER SEPT.1 ·4 

Fee: S32.00 

Speaker: Mr. Ron Carlson, president, Christian Ministries In
ternational. 

TOPIC: What's Wrong with T.M ., Yoga, Scientology, and other 
Western and Eastern Cults? 

Camp Telephone (604) 768-5884 
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 

IDAHO FALLS, ID, CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by Bob and Elsa Seidel 

Eagle Rock Baptist Church is located on the growing 
western edge of Idaho Falls , ID. Situated on the falls of 
the upper Snake River in the shadow of the Grand 
Teton, the area first became known as Eagle Rock 
Crossing to the early pioneers, because of the nesting 
eagles on the large lava rock at the ford. Even after the 
ensuing flood from the collapse of the Teton Dam in 
June 1976, several eagles continue to prosper in the area. 

The community, now numbering 45 ,000, is expected to 
double by 1990. Growth is stimulated by increasing de
mand for the Idaho potato as well as expansion at the 
Idaho National Engineering Laboratory, a leader in 
nuclear energy research and fuel reprocessing. Electricity 
was first generated here by nuclear power in 1951. 

We of Eagle Rock Baptist Church are pleased that 
God has chosen to plant this church. We have abundant 
joy because God has given us great victories. Only one 
year ago we were just a Bible study group. By summer
time we were "discovered" by the Oregon-Idaho Associ
ation and adopted by our "mother church," First Bap
tist of Paul, ID. 

Meanwhile, the Lord was preparing us for our pastor 
and growing ministry. In la te October, the Rev. Robert 
Lennick and fam ily joined us. Having been deprived a 
place to worship by the city, library board and school 
officials, we petitioned the school board for use o f a 
facility. Thro ugh a miracle our prayers were answered. 
Our first worship service at the school was held Dec. 11, 
1977. At the first official public service, J an . 15, 1978, 
Area Secretary Hans J. Wilcke installed Pastor Len nick. 
Visitors included friends from the communi ty a nd our 
mother church. Now we have completed negotiations for 
the purchase of a building site . 

Our small fellowship is growing because of the genu
ine love and concern in the body and in home Bible 
studies . We are concentrating on building an effective 
Sunday school, together with a meaningful worship ser
vice to form the basis of our ministry. We reach out into 
the communi ty by visitation, calling on our new neigh
bors and those moving into new housing developments. 

The challenges are exciting as we anticipate what God 
will do next. Pray that the Lord wi ll continue to bring 
new families into our fellowship. We know that this ex-

Bob and Elsa Seidel are members of Eagle Rock Baptist 
Church, Idaho Falls, ID. 
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tension project would not be possible without your help; 
we particularly appreciate your support for the pastor. 
Our new property commitment is substantial. If you can 
help, send your gi fts designated for Eagle Rock Baptis t 
Church, Idaho Falls, ID, to North American Baptists , 
Inc., 1 So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
60181. 0 

Sunday School can be fun, as these children are discovering. 

iiiiiili 

Youth in Bible study. Pastor Robert Lennlck 

The new congregatiOn In worship. 

small groups key to BWA 
conference in Manila 

When 5,000 youth from Bapt ist churches around 
the world gather in Man ila for the Ninth Baptist 
Youth World Conference in Ju ly, it won't take long 
for t.h~m to d~ve l op international friendships. Each 
part1c1pant will be assigned to a small group of 
12-15 persons for an intensive community-bu ilding 
experience that should lead to deep and lasting 
relationships. 

Jeffrey D. Jones, coordinator of the community 
groups wh ich are scheduled for each morning of 
the four-day conference, says the emphasis wi ll be 
on interaction between people from di fferent coun
tries. "We will make every attempt to insure a 
cross-section of people from vario:.is countries and 
cultures, " he said. 

The smal l groups will study a common theme 
each day, bring ing together personal and biblical 
concerns. On the f irst day, they will focus on the 
self-Who am I as a person? On the remaining 
days they w il l share their cultures, consider what 
their faith means and define their mission. 

The smal I group design was first tried at the 
Baptist World Al liance sponsored youth confer
ence in Portland in 1974 and was one of the high 
experiences of the conference. The groups pro
vided youth with a sense of " belonging" wh ich is 
sometimes missing in a large conference, fac il i-

tated interaction between internationals, and en
abled youth to explore their faith in depth. 

The success of the small groups in the Portland 
meeting was attributed in large part to the exten
sive training of leaders. Small group leaders for the 
Manila conference will also be trained for their 
roles - some in a pre-conference session at Manila 
and others in regional tra ining events in Europe 
and North America. 

The small groups shou ld help people to both 
broaden and deepen the ir faith. Youth will come to 
see that their own personal faith is not individual
istic. If they have a broader understanding of the 
Christian faith , worldwide, they can then have a 
deeper, personal faith. 

The Ninth BWA Youth Conference wi ll be held in 
Manila, the Phi lippines, July 19-23, 1978. North 
American Baptist youth wi l l be travel ing in two 
tour groups: 

1.) Tour guide, Rev. Ray Harsch. Ju ly 13-28. 
Cost: $1,128.-lncludes: 5 days in Japan, 5 
days in Manila, 2 days in Hong Kong, 2 days 
in Hawaii. 

2.) Tour guide, Rev. Wenzel Han ik. July 11-31. 
Cost: $1,425.-lncludes: 5 days in Japan, 5 
days in Manila, 3 days in Hong Kong, 8 days 
in Hawaii. 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Kus/er of Baker, 
MT, were honored at an open house at 
the First Bapt ist Church of Plevna, MT, 
in celebrat ion of their fift ieth wedding 
anniversary on Oct. 30, 1977. 

and the Women's Missionary Society 
concluded the service. (Fred J. Amman, 
reporter.) 

joined with our church for a joint evening = 
service. The congregat ion was st irred by = 
an excellent f ilm, "The Miracle Goes .. 
On." This screen biography of John W. 
Peterson includes Chri stian music by a C':I 
full orchestra and 200-voice choir. A time = 
of fellowsh ip followed. The Rev. Richard = 
Macha is pastor. (Lorraine Frank, re- ::!:= 
porter.) •• 

Mr. and Mrs. William Fedel/eek of Ebe
nezer, SK, celebrated their 50th wedd ing 
anniversary on Apri l 15, 1978. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elso Brink were honored 
by the Grace Baptist Church, Ochre 
River, MB, in celebration of their fif tieth 
wedding anniversary. Part ic ipation in the 
pro~ram by family and friends with gift 
presentations on behalf of the Church 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael (Agnes) Ginter of 
Swan River, MB, celebrated their 60th 

wedding ann iversary on December 27, 
1977, in the First Baptist Church of Mini
tonas , MB. Mr. and Mrs. Ginter immi
grated to Canada in 1928 and farmed in 
the Minitonas dist rict unti l retirement in 
1965. They have been faithful members 
of the First Bapt ist Church in Minitonas. 

ANAMOOSE, ND. Music has played an 
espec ially important part in the l ife and 
ministry of the Anamoose Baptist 
Church. The God 's Volunteers m inistered 
to us in song. 

Later three other area N.A.B. churches 

JAMESTOWN, ND. On March 12 the Rev- c:d 
elation Singers of Aberdeen, SD, pre· R 
sented an evening of music and test i
mony. 

On Easter Sunday evening seven per- = 
sons were received into the membership 
of Temple Baptist Church, three by bap
tism and four by transfer. 
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After the evening service a fellowship 
hour was held to celebrate our pastor's 
birthday. The Rev. George Robinson is 
our pastor. (Mrs. Theodore Meisch, re
porter.) 

LEDUC, AB. On March 5, 1978, the hand 
of fellowship was extended to our new 
pastor and his wife, the Rev. and Mrs. 
John Martens. The pastor then welcomed 

ten new members into the fellowship of 
Temple Baptist Church. (Violet Fleck, 
reporter.) 

KELOWNA, BC. At a combined service of 
the Lakeview Heights Baptist Church and 
Trinity Baptist Church, fifteen new Chris
t ians entered the waters of baptism. The 
Rev. Richard Hohensee, pastor of the 
Trinity Baptist Church, baptized four per
sons. The Rev. Ed Hohn, Lakeview 
Heights Baptist Church, baptized eleven 
candidates. These new Christians were 
added to the membership of the respec
tive Trinity and Lakeview Heights 
churches. (Ervin Hoffman, reporter.) 

LEDUC, AB. The Induct ion Service at 
Temple Baptist Church for our new pas
tor and his wife, the Rev. and Mrs. John 
Martens, was held March 5. Many mem
bers and friends filled the auditorium. Dr. 
E. P. Wahl led the open ing prayer. The 
charge to Pastor Martens and the prayer 
of dedication was given by Dr. J. Son
nenberg, president, North American Bap
tist College. 

Greetings were brought from neighbor
ing churches, the ministerial association, 
and t he Rev. Sig Sch uster, who repre
sented the Edmonton area churches. The 
Rev .. Ron Berg, pastor of Steele Heights 
Baptist Church and chairman of Alberta 
Baptist Association, welcomed them into 
the Alberta Baptist Associat ion. Rev. 
Berg also gave tht: message. Pastor Mar
tens closed in prayer. (Violet Fleck re-
porte0 • 

ELGIN, I~. The First Baptist Church gave 
a reception for their new minister the 
Rev. Ben Hulsing, Mrs. Hu Ising and 'their 
daughter, Kimberl~ . A candle lig'ht service 
was shared by officers of the church and 
other leaders, representing the church 
the Sunday school'. the youth, and ladie~ 
group. Pastor Huls1ng was welcomed b 
othe~ ministers of the area as well as th~ 
Baptist churches of Sumner a d W 
Union. n est 
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Rev. Hulsing is a 1973 graduate of the 
North American Baptist Seminary Sioux 
Falls. (M rs. Leon Jacob, c lerk.) ' 

SASKATOON, SK. Members and fri ends 
of Hudson Bay Park Baptist Church 
gathered for a "New Life Celebration." 
The testimonies of six bapt ismal candi
dates bore evidence of the great pursu-

ing love of God through the work of the 
Hol~ Spirit. They confessed him as 
s.a~1or and Lord with praise and than ks
giving. The Rev. Dieter Gohl, pastor (pic
ture~ at ~ight) baptized them ; they were 
received into membership of our church 
(Gerda Schuman, reporter.) · 

ABERDEEN, SD. Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Hoepner and family, miss ionaries on fur
lough from Cameroon, spent a day at 
Calvary Baptist Church. "Sharing Our
selves with You" was the theme they had 
c.hosen. They expressed their apprecia
tion for th e White Cross materials and 
the Kilo Boxes with many needed items 
packed into them. A potluck was served 
in the church followed by a s lide presen
tat ion of the work in Cameroon. 

A candlelight service was held in ob
servance of the beginning of the Christ
mas Season on December 11. 

"!he Ready Heart," the Sunday sc hool 
Christmas program was presented De· 
cember 18. Mrs. Lavonne Bertsch was 
the director. The Rev. A. R. Niederer is 
the pastor. (Lorraine Bertsch, reporter.) 

MARTIN , ND. The Martin Baptist Church 
had s~veral highlights recently, begin
ning with our Harvest-Mission Fest. The 
Rev. Fred Fuchs, Fessenden, ND, was 
the guest speaker for the morn ing and 
afternoon services. 
. Dr . . and Mrs. G. Dunger, former mis

s ionaries to Cameroon, and now of Bran
don, SD, were present for the ded icat ion 
of. t~e White Cross work of the Ladies 
M1ss1on Circle. 

The Rev. G. G. Rauser, Lodi, CA, was 
our speaker for a week of deeper life 
meetings. Mr. Milton Fisher, a layman 
who ~ccompanied Rev. Rauser, inspired 
us with his song leading and special 
music. 

Our S. S. Chris tmas program, "The 
Shepherd Who Couldn't Believe," told in 
a un1q~e way the story of Chr ist's prom
ised birth, life and death through the 
eyes of .the shepherds. The Rev. Adine 
Harsch 1s pastor. (Mrs. Dan R. Fiesel 
reoorter.l ' 

CAMROSE, AB. The Rev. Willy R. Muller 
of the North American Baptis t College 
Edmonton, conducted a week of deepe; 

l ife meetings at the Fellowship Baptist 
Ch urch. During the meetings, we realized 
that, as a church, we must take specif ic 
steps in order to reach out to the un
saved in our communi ty. 

The Women's Mission Circ le cele
brated the 63rd anniversary with a 
special program. Our president, Mrs. 
Helen Link, led the program. The guest 
s~eaker, Pastor Peter Campbell , showed 
slides of Rhodesia. A t ime of fellowship 
followed. The Rev. Henry Schumacher is 
pastor. (Winona Roth, reporter.) 

ST. ~LAIR SH ORES, Ml. A wedd ing bells 
service was . held at Bethel Baptist 
Church honoring the coup les married by 
Pastor Kenneth Fenner over the past ten 
years. Four of the partners were selected 
to give tes~imonies as to God's good
ness in the ir marriage and lessons they 
had learned since they became one. 
T~e servi~e included the singing of 

n:ius1c used in some of the wedding ser
vices, congregational singing of love 
songs, and the repeat ing of thei r vows as 
they stood at the front of the church . All 
came down the ais le to the "Wedding 
March" as the service began. 

This is part o f the three year Family 
Life Emphasis program now under way at 
Bethel. (Pastor and Mrs. Fenner are pic
tured in the center.) (Ruth Gerber, 
reporter.) 

RIDGEWOOD, NY. After an instruction 
period by our pastor, the Rev. A. Lam
precht, Richard Marklein was bapt ized on 
Palm Sunday. 

Our early Easter morning program was 
presented by the pupils of the church 
school. Mrs. Thomas Mangino, superin· 
tendent , gave a brief resume of the 
meaning of the presentat ion she had 
prepared. The table was set for the Seder 
meal. Each jun ior brought an item to the 
table and explained what i t mean t to the 
Jews who celebrated Passover. The wine 
was poured from a pitcher Into the four 
glasses. Bitter herbs, unleavened bread, 
a lamb bone, glass of salt water and 
spring of hyssop were in turn placed on 
the table. Appropriate Bible verses were 
read concerning the Last Supper. Two 
girls demonstrated the foo t washing 
ceremony Jesus used to teach his disci
ples true service. The communion table 
was set; Bib le verses about the symbols 
were given. 

At offering time the White Cross mate
rials were d isplayed. Several girls and a 
mother modeled the hospi tal gowns 
used by pat ien ts in the hosp itals of our 
Cameroon mission and showed the type 

of layette presented to all new mothers 
there. 

A large photo of our longest term and 
best known miss ionary, Laura Reddig, 
was on display. We were reminded of her 
outstanding work and urged to make a 
good donat ion to the Laura Reddig 
Easter Mission Offering to meet the con
tinued needs of our N.A.B. mission out
reach. Breakfast was enjoyed. The family 
worship service followed. (Marion von 
Ahnen, reporter.) 

WINNIPEG, MB. The 25th anniversary 
celebration of the Rowandale Baptist 
Chu rch during January 18-22, 1978, pro
vided excellent opportuni ties to be re
m inded of the ri ches of God's grace. 

Rev. M. Taubensee (guest speaker and third 
pastor), (I. to r.: Re'I· H. Herrmann, first pastor; 
Dr. Wm. Sturhatin · f16'1 . G. Poschwatta, present 
pastor; others ar~ pastors with their wives of 
local churches) 

Despite human errors throughout the 
years, God has richly blessed this church 
which originated as a German-speaking 
congregation during the peak immigra
tion period. Only th ree of the 82 charter 
members are still with us. At this tim e it 
was mentioned that nine pastors or mis
sionaries were either members of th is 
church or had attended Sunday School 
or Boys' Club f1leetings here at some 
t ime in the ir lives. (One of the Boys' Club 
members was the Rev. Reimer Clausen, 
now mi ssionary in Japan). Also, the giv
ing per cap ita has increased more than 
ten t imes. 

It was a blessing to welcome the Rev. 
and Mrs. M. lauoensee, the former pas
tor, as guest speaker. The first pastor, 
the Rev. H. Herrf1lann has been seriously 
ill for many Years, but he was able to ~ar
ticipate in the sunday afternoon service. 
The church's second pastor, the Rev. G. 
Koehle, Kelowna, BC, could not be pres
ent so sent greetings. 

Many former f1lembers f rom as far as 
Calgary shared th is event wi th the con
gregation and their pastor, the Rev. G. 
Poschwatta. (Ii . t(ahler, reporter.) 

VENTURIA ND The Venturia Baptist 
Church w~s ho~ored to have the Rev. 
Ron Dalzell for two and one half months 
as interim pastor. Rev. and Mrs. Dalzell 
served through rnusical select ions and 
challenging and inspiring messages. 
They w ill be serving in various evange lis
ti c meetings throughout the Un ited 
States and Canada. 

A potluck supper was held i n their 
honor on Feb. 16, 1978, at which time the 
Dalzells brought us a musical program. 
(NyLetta V. Heupel, reporter.) 

CAM P CAROLINE, AB. Eighty-four youth 
group execut ive members and youth 
sponsors met at Camp Caroline for a 
youth leadership workshop, Feb. 3-5, 
1978. Bruce Rich, Ray Harsch, and Dave 
Gladder very ably led the group in sing
ing, skits, workshops and discussions 
pertaining to their role of leadership 
with in their churches. Along with stress
ing the areas of programming, evange
lism, and the dynamics of relat ionship 
between youth and their leaders, time 
was given for pract ical appl icat ion. 

The worship hour Sunday morning was 
planned by the youth. A spirit of love and 
unity was evident as all took communion 
together. 

The workshop was sponsored by the 
Alberta Baptist Associat ion church min
istries committee. (Mrs. Phyll is Buyer, 
secretary.) 

COLU MBUS, NE. The Rev. Walter Hoff
man, Sioux Falls, SD, and the Rev. Elmo 
Tahran, Rapid City, SD, min istered night 
ly during a week of special meetings at 
the Shell Creek Bapt ist Church. An alter
nate service was held on Saturday night, 
preceded by a t ime of eating pizza and 
fellowshiping with the youth. Messages 
were preached by Rev. Tahran, with ch il
dren's features by Rev. Hoffman, as
sisted by DeeDee, the ventri loquist's 
dummy. Both men presented vocal and 
instrumental music at each service. 

The Shell Creek Baptist W.M.S. hosted 
the World Day of Prayer service in the 
afternoon of March 3 with area churches 
as guests. 

Easter season act ivit ies included the 
showing of a f ilm, "Crucifix ion and Res
urrection ," on Good Friday even ing to 
the combined congregat ion s of Creston, 
Redeemer, and Shell Creek. The BYF 
served breakfast to the congregation on 
Easter Sunday morning. The Rev. Wi ll iam 
Etta is pastor. (Ruth Ef fa, reporter.) 

DALLAS, OR. Easter Sunday at the Salt 
Creek Baptist Church started with the 
tradit ional youth breakfast. The morning 
worship service was highlighted w ith two 
glorious numbers by the adult choir, one 
being the " Hallelujah Chorus" from the 
Messiah by Handel, led by Steve Aebi. 

An evening musical service included = 
baptism of six children (p ictured). They = 
along with four others were given the -S 
hand of fellowship into the churc h mem- -
bership. 111" 

Following the service there was a = 
farewell recept ion for the youth pastor, 
Mr. Nielsen and family, who terminated 
the ir duties wi th the Salt Creek Church 
the end of March. He had been wit h the ~ 
church over two years and Is going on to i:; 
other Chris tian service. i 

The youth choir, led by John Pattison, 
gave the musical, "Share," by Cam 
Floria. This is a modern cantata of song 
and speech about sharing the gospel =
with others around us. George W. Breit
kreuz is pastor. (Grace Voth, reporter.) = 
GOODRICH, ND. Three ind ividuals were 
recent ly bapt ized at the Frist Baptist 
Church. They, along with two others, 
were welcomed into the fellowship of the 
church. Representat ives from each of the 
various church organizations greeted the 

new members with a handshake and 
words of welcome and encouragement. 
Pictured w ith the new members is Pastor 
Daniel Heringer. (Mrs. Judie Seibel, 
reporter.) 

HILLSBORO, OR. Faith Baptist Church 
dedicated its much needed addi tion to 
the Christ ian education wing on January 
1. The addition was built by vo lunteer 
labor, with one of our members as 
builder. The addition was paid for by the 
t ime it was com pleted. 

During the month of March, we had 
two bapt ismal services and added 10 
new members to the church, five by bap
tism and f ive by letter. At present, a 
number of our people are participating in 
"Search Ministries" outreach, a discus
sion evangelism plan designed to reach 
ou r friends and neighbors. The Rev. J im 
Green is the pastor. 

GRAND FORKS, ND. The senior choi r of 
the Grace Baptist Church gave the can
tata, "Tribute to the Trinity," at the 
Holmes United Methodist Church, 
Thompson , ND. The same cantata was 
given on Palm Sunday at Grace Baptist 
Church. 

On March 29 and 30, 1978, a school of 
missions was held with seven missionar
ies discussing fourteen di fferent topics. 
The listeners were able to ask quest ions 
and receive good answers regarding our 
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mission work in Cameroon, (Mrs. Bonita 
J. Shambaugh, reporter.) 

APPLE VALLEY, MN. Good Friday ser
vice was focused on the crown of thorns 
in remembrance of Christ's death on the 
cross for us. 

"The Five Faces of Easter" was the 
theme of the sunrise service written and 
performed by the senior high group. 
Each skit was preceded by a musical 
number also by the group. The junior 
high group then served a breakfast to 65 
people. 

Our atio of the Risen Savior 
was continued into Sunday School. The 
Easter message was brought to us by 
the Rev. Donald Decker, pastor. (Mrs. 
Norman Burnette, reporter.) 

MARION, KS. A very impressive bap
tismal service was held the afternoon of 
April 9, 1978, at the Southern Baptist 
Church, Hillsboro, KS. Four converts 
from the Strassburg Baptist Church were 
baptized. A communion service was held 
that evening at which time our pastor, 
the Rev. Lester Buenning, extended the 
hand of fellowship to the new members. 
(M rs. Jacob Stenzel, reporter.) 

CARRINGTON, ND. Recently the Calvary 
Baptist Church of which the Rev. Frank 
Unruh is pastor added eight persons to 

its membership, two by baptism and six 
by letter and testimony (one is not pie· 
l ured). (Elizabeth Reddig, reporter.) 

KANKAKEE, IL. A week-long "Adventure 
in Family Living Conference" with Craig 
Massey was held at Immanuel Baptist 
Church with two other churches cooper· 
ating. Average attendance each night 
was 345. 

The church celebrated its 114th anni· 
versary with a ground breaking ceremony 
and dinner on March 12. Construction is 
underway for a multi-purpose building 
with gymnasium and several classrooms. 
The build ing's dedication is planned for 
this fall. 

The Women's Missionary Society 
celebrated its "Spring Fling" with a 
banquet at Olivet Nazarene College, April 
28. Mrs. James Shubring, Norridge, IL, 
painted a portrait in oils, while her hus· 
band, Rev. Shubring, brought an appro· 
priate message from the Bible. Mrs. 
Shubring sang several selections and ac· 
companied herself on the autoharp. Mrs. 
Leonard Foster is president of the 
W.M.S. Mrs. Walter Dingfield, pastor's 
wife, is program chairman. 

The Youth Banquet was held May 12 at 
a Chicago area restaurant. Singer Art 
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Perry of the Barry Moore Evangelistic 
Crusades presented a musical program. 
(Mrs. Alice M. Luhrs, reporter.) 

MINOT, ND. Our church celebrated its 
90th birthday, April 2, during a fellowship 
hour following the evening service. A 
birthday cake baked by one of the mem· 
bers was served to a host of friends. A 
display had been arranged that depicted 
the progress and growth of the church 
which had started with only six members 
in 1888. 

Our oldest member, Mrs. Margaret 
Nehrenberg, is observing her 90th birth
day this year, and the Lord has blessed 
her with good health to enable her to at
tend most all of the services of the 
church. She was honored for being an in· 
spiration to countless people in the 
church for many years. 

Our gift to the church was in the form 
of designated gifts of money for hymnals 
amounting to almost $900.00. The Rev. 
Ralph E. Cooke is the pastor. (Inez 
Rhone, reporter.) 

HILLSBORO, OR. Nineteen couples from 
Faith Baptist Church took part in a Mar
riage Enrichment Seminar on April 21 
arid 22. Led by Dr. James Soliday, a 
Christian psychologist from the area, the 
Seminar dealt with the topic of Commu
nications, especially in the area of the 
husband/wife relationship. Specific 
topics discussed included: The impor
tance of feelings in communications· 
st.rengthening my listening, and dealing 
with anger. All were discussed from a 
Biblical perspec tive. 

There was no charge to those partici· 
paling, and babysi tting was provided. 
Because of the good response and inter· 
est to this Seminar, future sessions are 
being planned. Rev. Jim Green is the 
pastor. 

LA SALLE, CO. The choir of the First 
Baptist Church presented the cantata 
"Crown Him King," under the direc ti o~ 
of Mrs. Shari Carles. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Edwin Michelson 
missionaries to Cameroon and ou; 
former pastor and wife, participated in 
the worship service of the church on two 
occasions. 

During the Colorado Fellowship Mis
s ionary Conference, Joel and Donna Tut
t le told of their work in Ethiopia. 

Two beautiful stained glass windows 
were installed in our church and dedi· 
cated in memory of Albert Jerke and 
Pete Croissant. 

Our Fellowship hall is being enlarged 
to include a baptis try and two dressing 
rooms. (Virginia Jepsen, reporter.) 

MT. STERLING, MO. The Pine Oak Bap· 
l ist. C~urch . celebrated Easter Sunday 
beginning with a sunrise breakfast . The 
Victory Quartet of Granite City, IL, sang 
at the morning service and during Sun
day school as well as giving a concert 
that afternoon. A fel lowship dinner was 
en1oy~d by all. The day was completed 
on a Joyous note with a baptism of five 
new members and the adding of one new 

member by letter. The pastor of the Mt. 
Sterling Church is the Rev. Frank Arm
bruster. (Phyllis Rikard, reporter.) 

CALGARY, AB. On Apri l 2, 1978, Grace 
Baptist Church extended the hand of fel· 
lowship to 20 new members (pic tured); 
nine (pictured) had been baptized on 
Palm Sunday, eight by transfer from 

other Baptist Churches and three by 
testimony. To become better acquainted 
with the new members a time of re
freshments and fellowship followed the 
evening service in the church gym. Rev. 
Edward Klingenberg is our pastor. (Mrs. 
Ruth Benke, reporter.) 

MORRIS, MB. Three members were 
added to the Emmanuel Baptist Church 
by testimony on April 9. 

The Women 's Miss ionary Society 
celebrated its 55th anniversary at their 
annual program on March 19. They pre· 
sented the play, "The Desert Shall 
Bloom." They are also active in getting 
their White Cross work done. 

Once a month our church broadcasts 
the Sunday morning service. On Good 
Friday the service was broadcast over 
several stat ions in Manitoba. The adult 
choir presented a cantata, "He Lives 
Again," on Easter Sunday evening. (Mrs. 
Joanne Neumann, reporter.) 

EBENEZER, SK . On Easter Sunday, our 
pastor, the Rev. Ed Schelle nberg, bap· 
tized four young people from the Ebe· 
nezer Baptist Church. These were re· 
ceived into the fellowship on April 9. 

Our youth group has prepared a 
special musical program plus the p!ay, 
" My Son, My Son." This program was 
presented at our church as well as at the 
Springside Baptist Church and the Bal· 
gonie Baptist Church. 

Recently, the Sing ing Men visit ed vari· 
ous places, Roblin , MB, and Yorkton, 
Canara, and Moosomin, SK, with a 
sacred concert. (Mrs. Martha Dreger, re· 
porter.) 

INVEST IN GOD'S WORK 
TO BUILD NEW CHURCHES 

through the 

Church Ex~ension 
lnves~ors Fund 

The Church Extension Investors Fund is a not-for-profit corpor
ation serving the North American Baptist General Conference 
churches. 
The purpose of the Fund is to encourage Church Extension 
churches to build, by providing interest-bearing loans to 
qualified new churches engaged in building programs. 
Any individual , family, or church may participate in the Fund by 
investing multiples of $100.00. Interest is paid quarterly. 
For further information and investment application, please 
write to: 

CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 
1 So. 210 Summit Avenue 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

in . 
memur1mn 

WALTER J . ARNDT of SL Cla ir Shores. Ml, d ied Jan. 23. 
1978. He was born Jan. 18. 1920, 10 Will iam and Helen 
Arndt in \Vhitemouth, MB. In 1924 the fa mily immigrated 
to De1roi1, M l. U.S.A. and became members o f Bc1hel Uap
list Church, where Walter accep1ed Christ as h is pcrson3J 
Suv i~r and w3s baptized. He married Norma Kimbro in 
1942. Wa lter served in the Medical Corps in Wo rld War II. 
Survivors include h is beloved wife, Norma; 1hrcc d:lU&hters: 
~1rs. K3rl (\Vallccn) Berakovich, M3ckinaw Ci1y, Ml . Mrs. 
~tichacl (Deborah) Wosniak, Eas t Detroit, f\11, and Susan; 
four grandchild ren; h is mo1her, Helen (Arndt) Wucrch; two 
bto1hers: William and Edward: th ree sis1crs: Mrs. Len 
(Lydia) Pa rks. Mrs. Vic (Phyll is) Crump. and Mrs. Earl 
(Dorian) Su11on. One sister. Hannah. and his rather pre
ceded him in deaih, Pastor Rupert H. Lindly officiated at 
lite funeral service. 

DICK R. ENDERS. 56. St. Joseph, Ml. loving husband of 
Mildred (Bluschke) Enders. was born July 13. 1921. in Ber
rien Center. Ml. and died Jan. 2. 1978. Dick served in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. He accepted the Lord as 
Savior and was baptized at Clay Street Baptist Church. Ben
ton Harbor. Ml. in 1946. He was a charter member of 
Na pier Pa rkvicw Baptist Church. Benio n Harbor, where he 
was a fai1hful worker in 1he public address sys tem contro l 
room. Pastor Reginald Shepley conduc1ed 1he service. 

ALBERTA R. LANGE was born in Freehold. NJ. on Sept. 
6. 1895. and died March 16. 1978. Miss Lange was a mem· 
ber of the First Baptist Church o f Jamesburg, NJ. mainrnin
ing an nc1ive role in the church in her you1h and aduhhood 
until her profession nnd heahh mled otherwise . She was n 
registered nurse and a graduate o f the: McKinley Nursing 
School. Tren1on, NJ. Alberio is survived by her sister. Mrs. 
Florence Schroeder, a brother, C . Lange, and th ree nephews. 

FRED LOEBS was born to Go11lieb and Margare1ha Loebs 
at Eureka. SD, on Oct. 7. 1894. and died on Feb. 19. 1978. 
He marr ied Louisa Dohn on Jan. 27. 1914. In 1920 they 
mO\'Cd 10 a farm nonhwcst of Leola. In 1957 they re1ired in 
Leola. Since 1972 he was a res ident at 1he Eureka Nursing 
Ho me. He was preceded in dea th by his wife in 1974, his 
parents . one daughter, one grandchild, five brothers and two 
sislcrs. Shortly after his mnrriage, he was con,•cned, bap
tized and became a member of Johannc:stal Baptist Church, 
near Ashley, ND : liller he joined Eureka Baptist Church and 
finally Leola Baprist C hurch. I-le is surv ived by two daugh
ters: Mrs. Jake (Emma) Kirschman. Leola. and Mrs. OscM 
(Lodc\'a) Keucrling , LaMo ure, ND; ten grandchildren and 
lcn grea t-grandchildren. 

RUDOLPH NIGHTINGALE was born March 13, 1890. in 
Polnnd and died Oct. 17, 1977. in Portland. OR. He immi
grated 10 Edmonton, AB. in 1912. where he joined the Bap· 

BOOK REVIEWS 
(Continued from page 16) 

and the available resources, it is 
miraculous that they did so well. 

King James had little personal interest 
in the translation. For him it was a 
modern public relations venture. His 
tragic past left nothing to prepare him 
for such an important undertaking. 
Queen Elizabeth had given the word to 
behead his mother. Mary of Scotland 
helped to bring about the death of his 
father. To make up for that tragic past 
he now had to defend and maintain his 
divine right as king. The Geneva Bible 
had marginal notes that seemed to sco ff 
at kings. 

From a human point of view it 
seemed as if they were all doing the 
right thing for the wrong reason. God 
somehow uses the weaknesses a nd even 
the machinations of men in order to 
bring about his will. 

William Tyndale's last words, when 
he was condemned as a heret ic and 
burned at the sta ke, were, "Lord, open 
the King of England's eyes." His prayer 
was answered , and the King James Ver
sion became the Bible of the common 
people. 

Although we have dozens of versions, 
transla tions and paraphrases of the Bi
ble, the history of the King James Ver
sion is by far the most interesting and 
exciting, and some of its language still 
the most beautiful. 

tist church . In 1921 he mol'ed to the U.S.A. and worked as a 
carpen ter until he re1ired . In 1924 he married Jo hann3 H cn
kelman. In 1974 they celebrated their 50th wedding annil'er
sary. He was a member of Trinity Baptist Church Portland. 
OR. Survivors include his widow. Johanna; t\\'O children: 
Gordon of Mountain Valley, CA. and Doro1hy Wrigtsman. 
Portland. OR; seven grandchild ren: four great-grandchil
dren, and a sis1er, Emma H enkel of Winnipeg, MB. T~e 
Rev. Frank Friesen and th C' Rev. Wesley Henkelman offic1-
a1cd a1 1hc funera l service. 

EMMA NINNEMANN, 96. was born a1 Appleton. MN. 
Dec. 16, 1881, co Johann and Wilhelmina Friedrich. She 
grew up in Edison Township. Her marriage IO John Nin
nemann took place Dec. 10. 1902. She was a faithful mem
ber of First Bap1ist Church of Appleton, MN. M rs. Ninne
mann died Feb. 6, 1978. ni 1hc Lu1her Haven in Monte\'idco. 
Survivors arc three daugh ters: Mrs. Olil\1us (Carrie) Winjc 
and Mrs. Elmer (Gertrude) Peterson, both of Montel'ideo. 
and ~lrs. Lydia Liebe of Appleton; one son. Eric Ninneman: 
14 grandchildren. 36 great-grandchildren and seven great· 
great-grandchildren. The Rev. Terrance Jarosch and the Rev. 
Wilbur Madsen conducted the m emoria l service. 

MRS. JOHN (FREDA) STADI NG. 76. of Bismarck. ND. 
died March 17. 1978. She was born Jan. 12. 1902. in Glen 
UUin. ND. 10 Fred and Rosina Hirsh. On March 19. 1925, 
she married Joh n Srnding at Hebron, NO. Mrs. Sl3ding was 
an active member of various missionary socic1ies , a member 
of the Baptisr Ho me C ho ir and served as a volun1cer worker 
at 1hc H ome. Mrs. S1nding leaves her husband; three sons: 
Victor, Warren, PA. Gerald, Miles City, MT, Vernon, 
Minot, ND; 1hree dnughrers: Mrs. Coricnnc Krieg. Dkkin
son. ND. Mrs. Kc rmi1 (Ru1h) Outler. Lafayeuc. CA . and 
Mrs. Ray (Genrudc) Koch, Bill ings , MT: o ne brother: A rt 
Frey: 1hrcc s isters: Mrs. Lo uise Shaver. f\'l r.i.. Ernes t Al
brigh t and ~·l rs. Orville Jcredcc; 17 grandchild ren nnd S 
great·grnndchildren. Tht- Rev . Ron Norman offic ia11:d at the 
funeral service. 
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neUJsliuieUJs 
Reaction Over Israel's 
Religious Law Mounts 

JERUSALEM (BP)- Baptists across 
Israel continue to react sharply to recent 
legis lation which has the potential to 
li mit Christian activity and endanger re
ligious liberty. 

Under provisions of the December 
1977 law, it will be illega l, as of this 
Apri l 1, to offer or receive material in
ducements to change religions. 

Fuad Sakhnini, chairman of the Bap
tist association of churches and pastor 
of Nazareth Baptist Church, said, "Of 
course we are against any kind of mate
rial enticement to be given to people. 

"But," he continued, "everything we 
do is done to influence people fo r the 
gospel, including preaching, teaching 
and helping. The difficulty lies in the in
terpretation which may be given to this 
aid. If it is interpreted that preaching 
the gospel is against the law, then we 
are ready to go to jail rather than to 
stop preaching. " 

Baplists Establish Work 
In New Areas of G hana 

TAMALE , Ghana (BP)-Baptist 
work in Northern Ghana has experi
enced breakthroughs into new areas 
after years of work con fined to the 
Murnpruli and Oagornba tribes in thi s 
West Africa nation. 

One of the fastest growing efforts in
volves the Tampula people. 

Carter Visit Points Up Role 
Of Baptists in West Africa 

(BP)-President J immy Carter's v1s11 
with the heads of state of Nigeria and 
Liberia, both of whom are Baptists, 
points up the prominence of Baptists in 
these two West African nations. 

The visit of Carter, an active South
ern Baptist, wi ll give Baptists in West 
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Africa a new sense of pride and a new 
sense of prom inence. 

T he president, who stopped in Nigeria 
and Liberia on the final swing of his 
seven-day tour o f South America and 
Africa, attended church April 2 with the 
Nigerian head of state, Olusegun Oba
sanjo, at the First Bapti st Church in 
Lagos. 

Obasanjo worships regularly in Bap
tist services, including the influential 
First Church of Lagos. His chaplain, 
Solomon Abegunde, was pastor of the 
Lagos church before he moved to Og
bomosho to do translation work. Abe
gunde travels to Lagos each weekend to 
hold services for Obasanjo and others a t 
the miltary barracks where the Nigerian 
head of state has his headquarters . 

Baptist work in Nigeria dates back to 
1850. At the end of 1977, the Nigerian 
Baptis t Convention reported 780 
churches, 1,620 miss ion points , and a 
membership of 200,000. That makes it 
one of the IO leading Baptist popula
tions in the world, accord ing to Bapti st 
World A ll iance figures. 

In Liberia, Carter met with President 
Will iam R. Tolbert Jr. , w ho a lso is a 
Bapti st pastor, president of the Liberia 
Baptist Missionary and Education Con
vention and a former president of the 
Baptist World Alliance. The Liberian 
convention has 160 churches, 34 miss ion 
points and a membership of 30,000. 

C hri sti ans T hrive Despite 
Persecu tion in Uganda 

(BP)- ldi Amin will change his 
policies only when Americans and other 
concerned people back their high sound
ing statements with positive actions, a 
Ugandan refugee and church leader re
ported. 

Kefa Sempangi, pas tor of the 
Redeemed Church o f Uganda, who said 
he narrowly escaped death at the hands 
of assassins, said the most immediate 
action Christians can take concerning 
Uganda is to support leg islation in Con-

gress supporting a boycott of .uga~da.n 
coffee, which 32 U . S . compantes distri

bute. 
u. s. Sen. Lowell P. Weicker Jr., R., 

Conn., in t roduced three bills, S2~ 14 

urging boycoll o f coffee, 524 I 3 which 
would prohibit export of U. S. goods to 
Uganda, and S24 I 2 which would_ P_ro
hibi t a ll imports from Uganda. S imilar 
legislation was introduced in the House 
by U. S. Rep. Donald J . Pease, D., 
Ohio.- H.R. 9522 (exports) , H.R. 9524 

(imports) and H.R. 9526 (coffee). 
" The government takes the money 

from the sale of coffee and gives the 
people empty vouchers," sai? Sem
pangi. " If the growers complain , they 
will be beaten o r killed." 

The Ugandan pastor said he was 
marked for assass ina t ion after he 
started an orphanage for children of 
people murdered by Ugandan mercenar -

ies. h 
The first effort to kill him came as e 

prepared to preach to thousands o_f pe?
ple gathered for an Easter service . in 
1972. Five assassins su rrounded Ium 
with their guns, told him they had come 
to kill him and asked if he had any las t 
words. 

"I'm a lready dead," he replied, 
"dead and buried in J esus, but 1 would 
like to pray for you. Bow you r heads." 

The men lowered their guns and he 
prayed for their souls. . 

"God in tervened," said Sempang1, 
and the would be assass ins were con
verted. They became counter agents and 
were responsib le for helping to save 
more than 1,000 marked people indurl 
ing Sempangi and his family. 

Instead of obli terating Christ ians in 
Uganda, said Sem pangi, persecution has 
caused their numbers to increase from 
52 percent before the persecution to 65 
percent. 

"There' s something about persecution 
that's essentia l 10 the Christian life, " 
said Sempangi. "People flocked 10 the 

(Continued on page 39) 

Baptist men from 43 nations partic· 
ipated in worship, shar ing and fellow
ship at the Second World Conference 
of Baptist Men at Indianapolis , IN , Apri l 
5·9, 1978. Representatives from three 
countries are shown in th is opening 
session photo. They are, left to right , 
David Y. K. Wong, an architect of Hong 
Kong, president of the 29-million 
member Bapt ist World Alliance; 
Stephen Ste.eves, re tired Cadillac dealer 
of Moncion, NB, chairman of the BWA 
Men's Department, sponsor of the con
fe rence; and Ernest K. Martin, a former 
government official of Victoria, Camer
oon, president of the Cameroon Bapt ist 
Convention. All are laymen. The con
ference theme was "God Working 
Through You." Photo by Gene Medaris. 

( 

• The Rev. Reuben Stading has ac
cepted the call to Firs t Baptist Church, 
McLaugh lin, SD, effective June 1978. 
H e was pastor of Shakopee Baptist 
Church, Shakopee, MN, since 1973. 

• The Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
Union C ity, NJ, closed in March 1978 . 

• Dr. Herbert Hiller became the M inis
te r of Membership at Grosse Poin te 
Baptist Church, Grosse P oime, Ml, in 
October 1977. 

• The Rel'. Nel'in Beehler resigned 
from the pas torate of Pioneer Baptist 
Church, Pound, W I, effecti ve April 30, 
1978 . H e had been pastor there since 
1975. H is future plans are unknown. 

• Mr. Robert Lounsbury resigned as 
pastor of Creston Baptist Ch urch, Cres
ton, BC, effect ive May 19, 1978 . He has 
served that church as pastor since 1977. 

• Mr. Douglas Bi{{le has accepted the 
call to become pastor of West Center 
St reet Baptis t Church, Madison, SD. 
Mr. Bittle is a 1978 graduate of the 
North American Baptist Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, SD. 

• The Rev. Gordon Thomas has ac
cepted the call 10 Bible Bapt ist Church, 
Troy, MI, e ffecti ve J uly I, 1978. H e has 
served as pastor of Calvary Bapti st 
C hurch, Bethl ehem, PA, since 1972 . 

• The Rev. Walter Stein of W inn ipeg, 
MB, died March 28, 1978. During hi s 34 
years in the pastorate, he had served 
N.A.B. churches in the fol lowing places : 
Ebenezer, SK, M ini tonas, MB, Ashley, 
ND , T yndall, SD, Grand Forks, ND, 
two churches in Detroit, Ml, as well as 
McDermot Avenu e Baptist and Ellice 
Avenue Baptist, Winnipeg, MB. H e re
tired in 1976 in Winnipeg, MB, where 
he was engaged in pulpit supply work 
especially at German Baptist. Miss ion 
Church . He was instrumenta l 1n the be
ginnings of the Meaclowoocl M~~or, a 
residential and persona l ca re fac ility fo r 
the aging, recent ly dedicated in Winni
peg. 

mhat''s happening } 

• The Fellowship Baptist Church of 
Camrose, AB, recently changed its name 
to Centu ry Meadows Baptist Church. 

• The Rev. Isador Faszer's new ad
dress is 6708 Silver Ridge Way NW, 
Calgary, AB, T3B 4R4. H e is the 
Northern Area secretary. 

• The Manitoba Association severed 
its organizational relationship with Pin
awa Baptist Church, P inawa, MB, dur
ing its annual session on April 15, 1978. 
T he action came as a result of the 
Pinawa Church not requiring baptism as 
a prerequ isite for church membership. 

• The Rev. Kenneth E. Hufman re
signed from the position of minister and 
music and Christian education at Bethel 
Ba ptist Church, St. Clair Shores, Ml, 
effective April 30, 1978, and has ac
cepted another position with a non
N .A.B. church in Colorado Springs, 
co. 

• Mr. Kenneth J. Knight resigned as 
pastor of Trin ity Baptist Church, 
Warren, M I, in September 1977. He had 
served as pastor there since 1976. 

• The Rev. Steve Corum resigned from 
the pastorate of Firsl Baptist Church, 
Chancellor, SD. 0 

FOR ENJOYABLE FAMILY VACATION 
TROPICAL SHORES MOTEL 
On Florida's famous Crescent Beach 

Siesta Key, Sarasota 
World's finest and safest beach. 

Heated pool 
$90 - S 105 per week 

.HOSTS: Manfred and Renate Kerstan 
(formerly of Zion Baptist Church, Milwaukee) 
6717 Sarasea Circle, Siesta Key 
Sarasota, FL 33581 , (813) 349·3330 

Help us keep your periodicals coming by: 
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