


North Dakota's capital ci ty welcomes North American 
Baptists. You' ll find the ci ty of Bismarck a warm blend of 
people and things to do and see. North Dakotans are 
proud of their open spaces, their farms and ranches, their 
varied heritage and of their capital city. 

The 1979 Triennial Con ference of North American Baptist 
churches wi ll add to the fascination of the activities in 
Bismarck. 

Travel to Bismarck in convenience with three major airlines 
and arrive at a modern airport . Travel to Bismarck by car 
and you will be enjoying one of the best highway systems 
of North America. Travel to Bismarck by Amtrac train and 
you will be fascinated by the seemingly endless prairie and 
softly rolling hills. A simple na tu ral beauty is embodied in 
North Dakota's rugged Badlands, rippling grasslands and 
fertile so ils of the Red River Valley . 

Bring your camera along . .. you'll have your share of flora 
and fa una to see and photograph wherever you visi t. For a 
closer look at animals from every corner of North Dakota 
or from around the world visit one of the zoos in Bismarck, 
Minot, Wahpeton and Medora. 

When you t ravel in North Dakota, pull off the road for a 
moment. Stop. Look. Breathe the fragrance of pure, fresh 
air. Listen to the sounds of nature. -And then get ready to 
meet about 3,500 North American Baptists at the Bismarck 
Civic Center. From J uly 10-15, 1979, members from about 
350 N.A. B. churches w ill be gathering at the Civic Center. 
The 1979 Triennial Conference has the theme, "Building 
Relationsh ip Through Christ." 

Dr. Stephen Olford, president of Encounter Ministries, 
Holmes Beach, FL, wi ll be the keynote speaker on July 10. 

Lloyd Omdahl, professor of Polit ical Science at University 
of North Dakota and director of the Bureau of 
Governmental Affai rs, will be the speaker during the 
Stewardship Night, on Wednesday, July 11. 

COME 
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Other speakers are the Reverends Herman Eff a and Peter 
Unrau from Benton Harbor, M l, and Warren, M l , 
respectively . 

The Bible studies every morning w ill be conducted by the 
Rev. Ben Haden, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Chattanooga, TN . His radio ministry, "Changed Lives," is 
heard all over Canada, USA and in the Bahamas. 

There wi ll also be reports of all of the cooperating agencies 
of the N .A. B. Conference, stimulating and important 
business sessions, inspiring music, special programs for 
children and youth, luncheons and a multi tude of 
workshops to choose from . 

Don't miss the " Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social" on 
Saturday night, a family event in true North Dakota 
fashion , w hich will be topped with the presentation o f a 
musical. 

Come, and discover that Bismarck and the Triennial 
Conference wi ll leave you w ith unforgettable memories. 

Note: Watch in the forthcoming BAPTIST HERALD issues 
for more information on North Dakota, Bismarck and 
Triennial Conference features. 

Bismarck Civic Center 
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Worship In China 
Fulfills Dream 

R UESCHLIKON , SWITZER
LAND-" Last Sunday I wor
shipped in China with a gro~~ of 
Baptist Christians, " Dr. Wilham 
R. T olbert, P resident of the Re
public o f Liberia , said in a 
church service here July 2 . 

Reporting that the occasion 
"Ful fi lled a dream that I have 
had since I was President of the 
Baptist Wo rld Alliance,'_' he t~ld 
of attending the gathering while 
on a recent state visit in the 
P eoples' s Republic o f China. . 

He stated tha t it was not with
out difficulties that the ar
rangements were made, "but they 
were made, " he emphasized . 

Dr. Tolbert , P residen t of the 
Baptist World All ia nce fr~m 
I 965-70, was spea king in a service 
of th e Ruschli kon Baptist Church 
during a stopover following his 
official visit to the Chinese Peo
ple' s Republic. He was accom
panied by Madame Neh Dukuly
Tolbert, Liberia's Ambassador to 
France and Switzerland ; and by 
Liberian Consul-General Rolf 
Jai llet. D 
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1978 
General 
Council 

Meets On Friday night, all General Council members 
and guests met around dinner tables. From l·r: 
Arthur Fischer, J.C.Gunst, John Binder, Barbara 
Binder, Fred Mashner. 

Vice moderator, Peter Fehr, led some of the 
Council sessions. 

by Barbara Binder 
The 1978 General Council sessions with 102 council 

members , Association moderators a nd visitors in a tten
da nce ma de a number o f maj or decisio ns a ffecting o ur 
N.A. B. Conference ministries a nd missions. The ses
sio ns, ably led by Dr. Kenneth Fischer, Lodi, CA, 
moderator, and D r. P eter Fehr, Minnea polis, MB, vice 
moderator, were held at the O ' Hare Kennedy Holiday 
Inn , Rosemo nt, IL. 

T he most rad ica l departure from Conference po licy 
came when a recommendatio n concerning the N .A.B. 
College a nd N .A. B. Seminary was approved o n a three 
year basis. This involves giving the Boards o f T rustees o f 
the College and the Seminary " the opporcunity of deter
mini ng their own operating budgets , plu s the responsibil
ity of raising funds in the a mo unts o f their budgets 
beyond approved denominational subsid y. Any staff or 
p rogram expansion beyond that necessa r y to carry o n 
presently approved program must have p rior Genera l 
Cou ncil approval. " Each salary comm it tee o f each 
school will determine its own job classificat ion s, set the 
salary lines, establish sa lary ranges and fr inge benefits 
.. . and be responsible for the full admini stration o f 
their salary p rogram, subject to the approval of their 
res pective boards . The actions or plans are to be 
reported to the General Co un cil annuall y. Capi ta l en
dowment fu nds drives are to have prior approval o f the 
General Council. The an nual fund rais ing efforts by 
both both the College and the Seminary a re to be coor
d inated with the Conference Department o f Stewardship 
and Communications. 

Prior to this, the schools recom mended their budgets 
to the Finance and Stewardship Com mittee which deter 
mined how much subsi d y would be given throug h th e 
Con ference budget. The Sala ry Com mittee of the G en
eral Council developed the salary scale for the schools 
and then recommended it to the General Council for ap
proval. Now the schools will have thei r ow n sa lary com
mittees to determine thei r salaries without G enera l 
Council action. ' 

The Council ra ised the Capita l Funds campaign goal 
from $3,200,000 to $3,300,000, postpo ned the drive 
from 1978 to 1979 unti l the time of the triennial con 
ference, a nd engaged the Russ Reid Com pa ny, Pasa
d~na, CA, to assist with the ca mpaign. T his company 
w1_ll a lso conduct a su rvey o f o ur constituency to deter
m111 ~ what_ programs our people want to support, expand 
or d1scon t111ue. $400,000 of the Capital Fun ds d rive is to 
be used to replenish the Denom inational Budget Reserve 
and $650,000 goes to each of the N.A.B. Conference co~ 
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o pera ting organizations: missions, chu rch extensio n, the 
Seminary and the College. 

A budget of $3 ,500,000 was adopted fo r 1979, which 
is a I 0% increase over the 1978 budget. 

The Council approved having Dr. Reinhold Kerstan 
visit some of the cities with concent ra ted German church 
work to sound out the churches about discontinuing Der 
Sendbote and offering a translatio n of the " N.A.B. 
News" into German fo r those churches who request it. 
This would ta ke effect in 1979 if accepta ble. Several 
council members repo rted some prelimina ry negative 
feedback concerning discontinuin g Der Sendbote. 

The Council engaged Management P rograms , Inc ., for 
the purpose o f a performa nce audit o f the N .A.B. Con
ference o perat ions. This is to determine if the Con
ference is achievi ng its o bjectives in the most e ffi cient 
and econo mical manner. 

"N.A .B. News" has been reduced to JO issues a yea r 
as an economy measure. 

The recom mendatio ns concern ing mi nisteria l co mpen
sa tio n by N.A .B. churches was a pproved by the council. 
(The complete recom menda ti o n a nd resul ts o f the 1978 
su rvey are p rinted elsewhere in th is issue of th e Baptis t 
Herald.) 

Since the Deno minat io nal Reserves have been depleted 
during the past fo ur years a nd since it is necessary that 
the Con ference mainta in fisca l integrity, " in the even t 
tha t the 1978 and/ or 1979 o perat ing budgets are not 
met, th e Fin ance and Stewardship Committ ee is per mit
ted to take steps necessary to reduce fund ing in any or 
a ll depa rt men ts in consul ta tion with the depa rtment 
heads and submit the recomme nda tio n to the General 
Co uncil by ma il ballo t. '' 

A recom mendatio n that a n indi vidual may serve o nly 
in o ne capacity as a Co nference o ffi cer, General Coun cil 
member, _board member or as a sa laried empl oyee, ex
cept by virtue of office, was referred back to the Co n
ference Pla nning Comm ittee. 

Gerald Scheel and Kla us Hild ebrandt of Edmo nto n 
were appointed to the Board of T rustees o f the N.A .B. 
College by the Counci l to fill the unexpi red terms until 
the Triennia l Conference o f Bert E . Mil ner and Ro n 
Mayforth , who resig ned due to vocationa l transfers. 

. Bruce Rich was appoin ted to serve as P roxy fo r G. K. 
~1 rnmerman at the General Council meet ing o f the Ba p
t i~~ Wo~ld Allia nce, J u ly 13- 17, 1978, in Ma nila, P hi lip
p es, since he would be there for the Yo uth Congress 
anyway. 

(Contin ued on page 6) 
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G.K.Zimmerman, executive secretary, and Ken 
Fischer, moderator, listen attentively as reports 
are given. 

Wayne Peterson, academic dean, repo rted that 
the 1978 N.A.B. Seminary g raduatin g class was 
the largest in h istory. 

Joe Sonnenberg, president, N.A.B. Co llege, 
described Canada as " being in a state of fer· 
ment at the present time: politicall y, due to the 
unity question; economically, due especia lly to 
the oil boom; religiously, due to a relig ious 
vacu um." 

Richard Russell, vice chai rman, Finance and 
Stewardship Committee, presen ted recom
mendat io ns f rom that committee, in absence of 
Chairman Ed Streuber. 

Jack Wobig, chairman o f the Seminary board of 
trustees, present ing the new concept o f raising 
funds fo r the schools. 

The General Council in session. 

Ron Norman, general arrangements chai rman 
for the 1979 Tri enn ial Conference to be held in 
Bismarck, ND, answered the question, "Can any 
thing good come out o f Bismarck? " 1,000 motel 
rooms have been reserved in Bismarck for the 
Conference. Many pastors, missionaries and 
God's Volunteers have come f rom Nort h Dakota. 
Norman did state the th ings Bismarck does not 
have: " Doesn't have any congest ion, no hectic 
airport terminals, no confusing freeway ex i ts, no 
30 minute drives from the convention center to 
the hotel, no smoggy, exhaust laden air, and we 
have had no difficult decisions to make as to 
which conven tion faci l ity to use. All are invited 
to Bismarck." 

Isador Fraszer, Northern Area secretary, stated during the Counci l sessions: 

" Never in history have Christians had as much 
as we now have in Canada and the U.S.A. Never 
have Christians known such luxury. Never have 
Christians spent so lavishly on themselves. 
What accountability we face! Never have Chris
tians and Christianity been on trial as we are 
today in Canada and the U.S.A. I greatly fear that 
we find ourselves in the same debilitating crisis 
as did the Laodicean church. The message they 
communicated to our Lord was " We are rich and 
increased in goods and have lack of nothing." In 
their minds they were achievers, but in the eyes 
of our Lord, they were in a devastating c~isis, 
failing their stewardship, and in danger of Judg
ment. While we may have few, if any churches, 
who would make the boast of the Laodiceans, 
yet there are many who wish they could and 
perhaps by far the majority are feverishly work
ing towards that position. 

" While it is fair to say that our churches have 
increased their giving substantially, and while 
this is commendable, yet it has not been in 
keeping with our prosperity. I am absolutely con
vinced that we have not given sacrificially. Mere 
tithing is a disgrace in our affluency. We must 
do much better. Our Lord sees the desperate 
needs in the world over against our abundance. 
And he cares greatly. Now he pleads. Later, per
haps not much later, _he will judge. 

" The crying need is for an Amos who CAN 
and WILL tell it like it is. No one can so effec
tively communicate the message to our consti· 
tuency as the members of the General Council. 
No one knows the story better. No one has t he 
credibility with your constituents as you do. We 
have been given a trust. Let us shoulde r our 
responsibility in confidence, love and com pas
sion ." 
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Isador Faszer was appointed to replace Heinrich Go
liath as a member of the Abortion Committee which met 
August 10, 1978, in Sioux Falls, SD. 

J . C. Gunst, Alfred W eisser, Herbert Stabbert and 
Wil Dach tler were reappointed as part-time estate plan
ning counselo rs for 1979. 

Action o n a request for approval of the appointment 
of an associate secretary in charge of business services by 
the Board o f Missions was deferred until 1979, when a 
performance audi t of the N .A.B. Conference operations 
wi ll be comple ted. 

Short-term missionaries were granted th e au thority to 
raise $8,000 for their o verseas passage. 

The Church Extension Department was authorized to 
inc rease its borrowing against the C hurch Extension 
Revolving Fund from 25% of its equity to 35% of its 
equity and to pledge th e mortgages of the fund as col
lateral. 

T he Council approved the concept known as "Friends 
of th e Conference" with the implementation of this to 
be develo ped by the Stewardship Department. T his 
would involve a large number of people who would have 
a special interest in a nd concern for our Conference pro
gram. Specia l needs would be communicated to them, 
and then they would sha re these concerns with othe rs in 
the ir area. 

Paul Meis ter, Philadelphia, PA, was appointed to the 
Board of M issions to fill o ut the unexpired term of Gor
don Thomas of Troy, MI. 

The recommendatio n coming from th e Board of Mis
sio ns asking tha t the retirement age be ra ised to comply 
w ith the laws of th e countr ies in which the gene ra l 
workers and facu lty m embers of our N.A. B . College a nd 
Seminary a re employed was referred to the Constitu
tional C hange Committee for a recommendat io n . It was 
expressed that a ruling was needed before the Triennial 
Con ference in 1979. 

Douglas Flor ia, Lan sing, MI, and Waldemar Krogu
letz, Vancouver, BC, were appointed to th e F inance and 
Stewardship Committee for a s ix-year term e nd ing in 
1984. 

Joyce Terveen , Emery, SD, (1980), Jack Rosio , G len 
E llyn, IL, ( 198 1) and Karen G re nz, Oakville , ON, (198 1) 
were appoin ted to the Communications Com mittee. 

B. C. Schreiber and Barbara J. Binder were continued 
as part-time edito ria l assistan ts for 1979, in view o f the 
fact tha t no funds were availa ble fo r a full -tim e com
municatio ns assistant. 

Executi ve Secretary G. K. Z immerman expressed the 
joy he feels when he ackn owledges contributio ns sent to 
the N.A .B. Conference mission s and mini str ies budget 
thus being able to express the grati tude of persons on 
mission fie lds, who are grateful that they found C h rist 
as Savior through contribu tions received to su pport the 
mission work. He a lso reported that we have less pastor
less churches than last year, 28 ins tead o f 40. 

Confe rence treasu rer , Milton H ildebrandt , po inted ou t 
that the reason the Conference budget goes up is d ue to 
the fact that the dolla r lost 45% of its b uying power in 
the las t decade, a nd it is predicted that inflatio n will cut 
the value in half again in a decade, which means we 
would. h~ve to h ave a budget to exceed e igh t and one 
half mil ho n dollars in 10 years. 
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Hildebrandt believes that, as a Conference, we can 
reach the goal of $3,200,000 for 1978, even though our 
fina ncial problems are not solved, o u r reserves are n ot 
up to par, and there is not an adequate cash flow during 
the summer months. He gives this optimistic report 
based on the fact that in 1977 there was a super response 
fro m th e members of the N.A.B. Con ference. 1977 was 
the Conference's first million dollar year. It took 130 
years, he said, to reach two m illion and just three years 
to reach three million dolla rs in giving to the Conference 
budget. Hildebrandt predicted th at we will need to raise 
one and one half million dollars in November and De
cember to meet the budget. 

John Binder, secretary for s tewardship a nd communi
cations, gave an analysis of local chu rch giving. H e 
reported that 75% of the g iving to each local church 
stays In the local church for its ministries. T wenty per 
cent is given for vario us N.A. B. Confe re nce ministries; 
broken down it reads thus : 14.33% of a local church's 
budget is given to N .A. B. Con ference missions and m in
is tries budget; 4.20% to the N.A.B. A ssociatio n for 
Church Extension and camp work ; 1. 19% for the 
N.A. B. College and Seminary, and 1.07% for capital 
fund s; for example conference office b uilding fund and 
,W.orld Relief, and 4.65 per cent of the local chu rch giv
mg goes. to non-N.A.B. m inistries . Binder poin ted out 
tha t dur111g the past fo ur years this percentage of g iving 
has not change~. H e. stated that if our people could be 
en cou raged to lllhe, It would h ave a d ram atic impact on 
o ur work . 

Willia m F. Kresal, N .A.B. Office business administra
to r .• r~ported that W ycli ffe Bible Translators and C hurch 
Bu il.d111g ~ss.oc iates a re leasing space in o u r International 
O ffi ce b~Ild 111g since 1977. Kresal a lso reported that a 
~e~v pension pla~ is being s tudied w hich would give par
t1c1pants the optio n to pay a dditional am o unts into the 
fund rather than a fixed sum as at presen t. 

Everett Barker, associate secre ta ry for estate p lan ni ng 
reported tha t $877 ,532 was the ac tua l estate income tha~ 
has been received by the Confere nce during the past nine 
years. '.f e a lso reported tha t a Canadia n Esta te Pla nning 
Commntee has been for med. 

Conn ie Salios a · . . , ssoc1ate secre tary for stewardship 
P~ 1 ~~~d o ut the resul ts o f the 1977-78 "Every C hurch 
Visit fee~ba.ck form which revealed tha t 98% of th e 
resh~onses 111d1cated that the con Fe rence budget could be 
ac ieved or sho uld b h . I 

d e 1g ier, and that the g reatest felt 
nee was that the Conference sh o uld provide help to 
stre~gthen the local church. 

Richard Schilke I . . 
h d • genera secretary for m1ss1o ns s tated 
~ a t ue to t~e shortage of fund s, no n ew miss{o naries 
ouldf be appo111ted t his year. Also because $ 15 000 were 

cut rom the $34 000 11 d f ' ' 
d . . ' a otte o r travel for m1ss10nary 
i eput~t i~n, 111. ord er to reduce the budget , those request-
5n0g.., m 1fss1honanes for ass ignments wi ll be asked to pay 

·10 o t e travel cost. 

. Fred Folken~. associate secreta ry fo r overseas mis-
sions s tated that he · f 
had ' b d . is gra te ul that no major prog ram 
miss·to ~ rhopped in the African mission work a nd no 

iona n es ad to be b h I . 
ing infl a ti on F lk rou g 1 i o me 111 the face o f r is -
o f 3 000 . bo erts reported t hat there was a net gain 

' mem ers per year in the con ventio n in Came r-

(Continued 011 page 27) 
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God's Volunteers ... A Year of Growth 
by Marlene Ginter and Karen L. Trax 

Tour is ended .. . churches quiet ... team vans empty ... 
but , memories linger on and experience doesn' t just "fade 
away." We as God's volu nteers have concluded our 1977-78 
tour, and each one of us as team members can renect upon a 
year full o f growth as well as many rewarding experiences. We 

would like to sincerely thank ou r N.A.B. churches for their 
financial and prayer support. For each of us this year has held 
special memories·, and each member of the team would like to 
share personal recollections with you as well as goals fulfi lled, 
future plans and aspirat ions. 

Con nie Rogalski / Music Section 
" For I am confident of this very 

thing, that he who has begun a good 
work in you wi ll continue to perfect it 
until the day o f Christ Jesus" (Phil. 
1:6). If I had to describe my two ex
citing years on God's Volu nteers in a 
couple of words, those would be "grow
ing pains". This year I've real ized more 
than ever how important trials are in a 
growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Jus t because I' m one of God 's child ren 
doesn' t mean I'm exempt from the 
hurts. However, the difference is that 
each tria l turns into a triu mph, when I 
recognize the p urpose in God's over-all 
plan for me, although I may not under
stand it at the time. This has comforted 
me many times this year, and I now 
real ize that one can 't grow physically or 
spi ri tually without "growing pains." 

Brenda Moser/ Fol/01V-Up Section 
What a tremendous impact God's 

Volunteers has had upon my life! This 
experience has given many opportunities 
10 share with others about their needs; it 
has made me aware o f the many lonely 
and depressed people there are in the 
world. I've found a genuine love for 
people, as I've sha red Ch rist with them . 
The training I've received has given me 
confidence and excitement in sharing my 
faith as wel l as the joy and peace of 
knowing I am in God's wil l. 

I thank each and everyone who has 
been an added joy in my life during the 
year. 

Bruce Fell en/ Music Section 
One of the goals I set for myself this 

year was learning to share my faith in 
Christ in a effect ive way. It 's been ex
cit ing to see the results, for God has re
vealed different gifts and abilities that I 
can use to glorify His name. Also , being 
on the music section, working with eight 
others daily, has been quite an experi
ence. I apprecia te the "common bond" 
that we have as God's chi ldren. 1 'vc 
been blessed in many ways this year, but 
most of a ll I praise him for " all his lil
t le children". 

L.cA nn Williams/Fo//0111-Up Section 
One goal of mine at the beginning o f 

the tour was to lea rn to love people 
more s incerely whether they be black, 

white, ri ch or poor. God has given me 
ma ny chances to work with that goal. 
He especia ll y taught me, when we as a 
team were in the !nner-city sec tion o f 
Ph iladelphia, where I saw many people 
not as fort unate as myself. I saw fi lth, 
fear, people of broken homes and 
slums. During that time God gave me a 
sincere love, took away my fear and 
showed me that his perfect love for 
those people was j ust as great as the 
love he had for me . He cont in'i.ies to 

show me this daily. This fa ll I' m look
ing forward to returning to N.A. B. Col
lege to see how God wi ll a llow me to 
further share his Jove with others. 

many lives that have touched and en
couraged me in many ways. I know that 
God placed me on the '77-'78 team to 
touch others, but a lso for my own per
sona l growth. 

Lynnelle Hoch haller/ Music Section 
I was looking forward to the many 

ways the Lord would use me in sharing 
with people in our N.A.B. churches, 
and as I look back it's these people who 
have made a tremendous impact on my 
life! These new friends have challenged 
and encouraged me; and for that I am 
very gratefu l. Next year, as I return to 
Sioux Falls College in South Dakota, 

God's Volunteers 1977·78 

Bill Kosachuk/ M11sic Section 
One important thing about my year 

on God's Volu nteers is wha t I've 
learned about the necessity of fe llowship 
with o ther Chris tians. In my own life, 
there were times when I wanted to just 
" hang it a ll up," run away and hide. It 
was at times like these when other team 
members as well as church members en
couraged me. I definitely believe in 
prais ing fellow Christians for good 
work and hard effort. This has really 
given me a feeling of self wort h . I may 
not ever know just how many lives I've 
touched , but I clo know that there arc 

my desire is to keep on allowing Christ 
to lead in my life, so that I may be used 
in his work. The greatest blessing in Ii fc 
is to be able to serve Jesus Christ total
ly. 

Jim Calamuncc/ Fo//01V-Up Section 
As I look back o n these last nine 

'.11onths~ ! have experienced real growth 
Ill reahz111g God's promises . One or 
these promises is found in John 16:24 
when J esus tells us that he wi ll answer 
pray~rs a.nd guide us in his pcr fe1:t will 
God s fa 11hfulness was made real to m~ 

(Continued on page 2BJ 
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Recommendations From the General Council 
to N.A.B. Churches Regarding Ministerial Compensation 
1. That the responsibility for an annual review of 

the minister's compensation be official ly dele
gated to a duly constituted committee or board 
of the church. This annual review should take 
into consideration the salary increase needed 
in an inflationary economy to keep one's pur
chasing power from decreasing as well as 
raises deserved for effective service, added ex
perience and education. 

2. That a minister's salary at least equal that of 
the community's wage scale for public school 
administrators and secondary teachers requir
ing equivalent education, experience, respon
sibility and accountabi li ty. 

3. That ministers receive due consideration for 
salary increases even during church building 
programs and heavy indebtedness periods. 

4. That churches assume their rightful responsi
bilities for automobile expense. If a church ex
pects its minister to use a car tor church busi
ness, it should either provide one for his use 
or pay a mileage allowance. 

5. That churches assume full payment of their 
minister's other legitimate business expenses 
incurred through: 
a. Representing t he church at Association and 

Triennial Conference sessions. 
b. Hosting guest speakers and prospective 

members. 
c. Serving an Association camping program. 
d. Parti c ipating in minister's retreats or confer

ences. 
e. Carrying out of his office responsibilities 

such as purchase of letterhead, stamps, 
supplies and material s. 

NOTE: The expenses referred to in No. 4 and 5 
above should not be regarded as part of 
the minister's salary as they are, in the 
t ruest sense, expenses of church opera
t ion. 

6. That each c hurch pay in full its minister's an
nual dues to the Conference Pension Fund and 
offer him a minimum of 8 percent additional 
assistance to enable him to partic ipate in gov
ernmenta l and/o r private retirement programs 
wh ich are necessary to provide adequately for 
his reti rement years. 

7. That a port ion of the minister's compensation 
be designated as " Housing Allowance" to en-
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able him to benef it from income tax provi
sions. Th is will di ffer where a pastor owns his 
home or a parsonage is provided. 

NOTE: The fo llowing book is avai lable on request: 
Minister's Parsonage Allowance and Social 
Security. 

8. That the minister's compensation package be 
arranged to take advantage of all income tax 
benefits allowable by law. 

9. That the churches provide $300 or more per 
year for continuing education for ministers. 
This annual amount should be allowed to ac
cumu late for a period of up to th ree years. 

10. That each U.S.A. church pay the premium for 
the N.A.B. group hospitalizat ion insurance for 
the minister's family. That each Canad ian 
church pay fo r necessary provincial hospital
ization programs. 

11 . Churches are encouraged, where possible, to 
allow the ir ministers to purchase their own 
home. If this is not possi ble, then provision 
should be made for bu ild ing up equity for 
future housing needs. 

12. That churches whic h are not able financially to 
meet most of the above recommendat ions 
should consider pool ing resources w ith other 
nearby N.A.B. churches in congregational 
mergers or becoming one of two or more 
churches served by the same min ister. 

NOTE: The fol lowing are some illustrations of 
what some chu rches are doing to imple
ment po int #11: 
a.) Giving the pastor the option to 

purchase the parsonage at a later date 
at the market value when the agree
ment was made. 

b.) Loaning the pastor the down payment 
money at a low interest rate or at no in
terest rate. 

c.) Providing a tax sheltered annuity of at 
least $1200 a year in addition to the 
salary, because it isn't feasi ble to se l l 
the parsonage which is located on 
chu rch property. 

These recommendations . 
American Baptist Cont were adopted in 1978 by the General Council of the North 

erence, Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois. 

1978 !\11\'ISl Uni SAi.AR\' Sl ·in E\' REPORT T A Bl.ES 
MAY 1978 

TABLE I _ TOTAL COMPENSATIO:\ ACCORDING TO SIZE OF CHURCH 

(Includes basic cash salary, housing allowan~e a1.1d rental _value of parsonag~ if p rovided, retirement and insurance benefits, 
social security benefits, medical and hospital1zat1011 premiums, gifts and ca1 allowance.) 

Church No. o f H igh Low 1978 Average 1976 Average 1974 Average 
Size Responses 

0-99 87 $2 1, 130 $ 6,480 $ 15,488 $ 11 ,84 1 $ 9,615 
100-199 74 24, 135 11 ,040 15,835 13 ,591 10,604 
200-299 3 1 26,260 12 ,675 18 ,664 15,35 1 12,6 14 
30.0-399 10 2 1,1 70 18,350 20,252 17,324 13 ,950 
400-499 8 25,309 19,500 2 1,894 18,594 13 ,764 
500 & up 10 26,450 19,625 20 ,030 19,998 17,832 
Ass t. & DCE 27 - - 2 1,723 12,000 15 , 150 13,045 10,4 17 

247* 
Tota l Responses 

*13 additional forms were returned invalid including 8 indicating part-time service. 

TABLE 2 TOTAL COMPENSATIO:\ ACCOIWl~G TO CATEGOntES (Pastors, Assistants and D.C.E. 's) 

ITEMS 1978 Survey No. of Responses Average per Category 

1. Bas ic cash sala ry 247 $ 10,282 
2. Total housing a llowance 146 3,026 
3. Estimated a nnua l rental value of parsonage 162 3,204 
4. Reti remelll a nd insurance benefits 137 588 
5. Socia l Security provisions 52 562 
6 . Medica l a nd hospi ta lization premiums 117 91 1 
7. Gifts fro m members 98 177 
8. Car allowance 179 1,689 
9. Additiona l compensation by church 6 1 348 

TABLE 3 - BASIC CAS I! SAi.Ai~\' 
(only includes item one in table 2) 

Church No. of High Low 1978 Average 1976 Average l 97 4 Average 
Size Responses 

0-99 87 $ 12, 988 $ 3,300 $ 9 ,306 $ 7,404 $ 6,132 
100-1 99 74 15,225 5,046 9,278 8,744 6,853 
200-299 3 1 17,450 7,800 11,8 11 9,642 8,369 
300-399 10 19, 500 8,320 13,206 11,738 9, 104 
400-499 8 20,470 11 ,477 15,000 11,550 9,252 
500 & up 10 20 ,000 10, 190 14,047 11 ,601 11 ,149 
Asst. & DCE 27 15,986 7,225 10,73 1 8,792 7,413 

274 

"IABU: 4 l\t l~CEl . l.A'\EOl !-. l'\FOR\IA 110'\ 

ITEMS 1978 Survey No . of Responses Amoun t 

I. Average a nnual fees from weddings, funerals, etc. 154 $ 137 
2. Average es tima1ed annual car expense 2 11 2,238 
3. Number receiving an expense accou n1 37 
4. Frequency of salary increases in last two years None 18 

Once 56 
Twice 145 
Three T imes 3 
Four T imes 1 

5. Number of pastors depending on other income 10 take care of famil y needs 105 
6. Number of pastors' wives working 8 1 



1978 CANAD IA N MINISTER 'S SA LARY SURVEY REPORT TABLES 
M AY 1978 

TABL E I - TOTAL COMPENSATION ACCORDING TO SIZE OF C HURCH 

(Includes basic cash salary , housing allowance and rental value of parsonage if prol'ided, re1ire111en1 and insurance benefils, 
social securily benefi1s , m edical and '1ospiwliza1ion premiums, gij1s and car allowance.) 

C hu rch No. o f H igh Low 1978 A verage 1976 Average 
Size Responses 

0-99 28 $ 19,145 $ 9,300 $ 15,039 $ 11 ,70 1 
100-199 24 24, 135 12,622 16,58 1 14 ,93 1 
200-299 5 20,652 13,650 18 ,3 10 14, 111 
300-399 3 2 1, 160 19,900 20,727 19,3 63 
400-499 4 22 ,829 19,500 20 ,957 16,658 
500 & up 2 24 ,279 20,650 22,464 18,858 
Asst & DCE 8 18,9 12 --- 13,400 15,366 12 ,649 

74* 
T ota l Respo nses 

*One addi1ional fo rm re/urned i11dica1i11g par1-1i111e serl'ice. 

TABLE 2 - TOTAL COM PENSATION ACCORDING TO CATEGORI ES (Pas1ors, Assis1an1s and D. C.E. 's) 

IT EMS - 1978 Survey No. o f Responses Average per Catego ry 

I. Basic cash sa la ry . 
74 $ 10,573 

2. T o ta l housing allowa nce .. 35 2 ,986 
3. Es tima ted ann ua l renta l value o f parso na ge 48 3 ,760 
4 . Retiremen t and insurance bene fi ts 38 344 
5 . Socia l Securi ty provis ions 14 243 
6 . M edica l and hospi talization premium s 15 2 11 
7 . Gi fts from m em bers 24 179 
8. Car a llo wa nce 65 2 , 154 
9. Addi tio na l compensa ti on by chu rch 22 276 

TABLE 3 - BASIC CASH SA LARY 

(only includes i1e111 one in table 2) 

C hu rch No. o f High Low I 97 8 Average 1976 A verage 
Size Responses 

0-99 28 $ 11 ,5 75 $ 4,380 $ 8,933 $ 7 ,256 
100- 199 24 15, 225 5,400 9 ,902 9, 141 
200-299 5 15 ,042 8, 700 12,096 9 ,506 
300-399 3 19,500 13,850 17,3 16 13, 700 
400-499 4 20 ,470 13 ,200 16 ,480 13,250 
500 & up 2 14,539 14 ,000 14 ,269 12 ,008 
Asst & DCE 8 --- 15,9 12 7 ,800 10 ,968 9 ,059 

74 

TAHU·: 4 - MISCELLANEOUS l~FORMATIO~ 

IT EMS - 1978 S urvey No . of Responses Amo unt 

I. Average an nua l fees from wedd ings , fu nera ls , e t<:. 40 $ 93 
2 . Average es tima ted a nnua l ca r expense 6 1 2, 354 
3. Nu mber rece ivi ng a n ex pense account 6 1 
4. Frequency of sa la ry inc reases in las t two yea rs None 2 

Once 16 
Tw ice 45 
Th ree Times 1 

5 . Number o f pastors d d. . Four Times 0 
6. N b · epen 1ng o n o ther income to take care o f fam·1 ieed 

22 um er of pas to rs' wives work ing 1 Y 1 s 
16 

by Bill Loge 

E ver wish you'd sa id nothing? Just 
w hat we d idn ' t need .. . . We were try
ing to be ho nest-to share a bit of a 
pe rsona l s trugg le . .. and do we fee l 
fool ish no w! Sho uld we now a llow the 
pendulum to swing to the other s ide and 
to vow to "clam u p " a bout o ur weak
nesses? No, tha t won 't d o ei ther. But 
how then can we fulfi ll the exercise o f 
James 5: 15, 16 , " T he prayer offered in 
fa it h wil l resto re t he one who is sick , 
and the Lord w ill ra ise hi m up, a nd if 
he has co mmiued sins, t hey w ill be for
g iven h im. T herefo re, confess your si ns 
to one ano the r , and pray fo r one an
othe r , so tha t you may be hea led . T he 
e ffect ive p rayer o f a r ig h teous man can 
acco mpli sh much ." Be fo re suggesting a 
remedy to deal wi th indiscrim inate lis
teners, le t us consider J ames 5 :15, 16 . 

J a mes 5 :16 is often used to draw at
tention to t he value o f " e nerget ic 
p rayers. " H o weve r, a close r look a t 
verse 16 a nd the p rev io us verses reveal 
tha t the emphasis is o n the "righteous 
man " mo re than the ferven tness of the 
prayer. No tice how verses 15 a nd 16 
bot h speak o f heali ng . T he 'healing is 
bot h physical a nd s piritual. Confessio n 
of s in to God is implied in verse 15, 
where we find t he prom ise that our s ins 
"will be fo rgiven ." 

But the confess io n is to be broug ht 
o ne step fun her . W e a re to con fess our 
sins to me n also ( 16) . This passage does 
no t esta b lis h a basis fo r co nfession to be 

The Rev. Bill Loge is a vocalis1 and 
deeper life conference speaker. He pre
viously pastored Firs/ Baptisl Church, 
Valley City, ND. 

made to a "rel igious figure ," but rather 
it suggests tha t believers sho uld be a d
mill ing shortcomings a nd demonst ra ting 
a gen uine and hum ble spirit o f con fes
sion to fellow believers. Don ' t m iss t he 
impo rtant respo nse to th is exercise in 
hu m ility: " Pray for one another, so that 
you may be hea led. " We shou ld not 
" read into" someone's co nfess io n some
thi ng that is not there; no r sho u ld we 
depreciate t he pointedness of someo ne's 
need. T a king a sincere confess ion a t 
face va lue, we should in turn enter in to 
a sincere prayer response with our 
brother o r sister . It 's partly because of a 
dea rth of th is kind o f "con fess ion a nd 
pra yer" that o ur prayers are not effec
ti ve, for it is in th is context tha t J ames 
pens God's t ru th that prayer ca n "ac
complish much. " 

Nice theo ry , huh? Bu t how to im ple
men t it . . . ? We could tend to misuse 
th is "con fession and prayer " passage. 
T he subtle scheming of Satan would a t
tempt to get u s to fa ll fo r harm fu l ex
tremes . James 5: 16 tell s us wha t to d o, 
but I Cor. 14:40 d oes suggest ca re fu l
ness and thoug ht fulness when bel ievers 
interact with each o t her. I t says, " Let 
all things be clone decen tly and in 
order ." Let me sugges t an a pp lication 
of J ames 5: 16 (the need to confess 
faults) tha t would in vo lve us on three 
levels of interac tion a nd tha t m ight also 
help us to fu lfill the sp ir it o f I Cor. 
14:40 . 

T he f irst level is to o u r church body. 
I t' s good for mem be rs o f a congregation 
to hear us ack nowledge that we are sin
ne rs a nd to hear us a lso express grati
tude to God fo r our Savior. Bu t a spirit 
o f confess io n and hum ility can be 
shown in other ways as well , such as the 
very way we " presen t" and " handle" 
o urselves be fore the cong regation . Our 
vocal test imony doesn ' t go too fa r if we 
ca rry a " proud and su per ior" spirit 
where we go. A business meeting loses 
its chill and becomes so m uch more 
pleasa n t, when in the midst o f a con
troversia l discu ssion a leader exclaims, 
" We ll, you m ight j ust be r ight; I've 
been wrong before!" 

Furthermore, in ou r Bible classes we 
can convey a humble and teachable 
spiri t before o the rs that shows others we 
don't think that we've a r rived at "moral 
perfection ." One cau ti o n: The Apostle 

P au l did say that he was " chief" a m ong 
s inners-and yet he d id not elaborate 
publical ly so much o n h is sin and the 
deta ils of it, so as to render it a distrac
t ion fo r the church . A . M cNab writes: 
" Ind iscriminate co nfession is li ke sow
ing germs of di sease in the minds and 
lives o f o thers . 

Second ly , our confess ion should be 
a pplied in a smaller group se((ing- per
haps with five to ten people, such a s a 
Sunday school class or a small B ible 
study, whe re yo u kno w the people bet
ter. A party a tmosphere is not very 
conducive to "co nfession and prayer." 
It sho uld be in a serious setting among 
friends . A sp iri t o f " con fidence keep
ing " is im portan t, but conversations 
should not become so persona l that if 
something is repeated on the outside it 
would be ser iously harm ful. It is proper 
fo r a leader to remind the group to 
" lea ve these needs wi th G od in prayer." 
In such a sett ing young parents would 
fee l com fortab le to share a d ifficulty in 
their home, a new Christian might con
fess h is rese ntmen t toward being bap
tized , or a n older C hrist ian might share 
h is loss o f fai th and ind ifference to Bi
ble read ing. H onesty, acceptance and 
concern in confessions go a long way in 
buildi ng unity and preparing us for 
powerful prayers. 

T hird ly a nd fina lly, as we grow in 
Christ, we should learn to cultiva te a 
personal relat ionship w ith another be
liever, wit h whom we can "confess our 
sins and pray wi th." A grandmother 
to ld me that she fe lt something specia l 
was m issing in the hu man rela tionships 
o f today as co mpared to 50 years ago . 
She sa id that a very close spiritual rela 
tio nship with a friend sustained her 
through severe st ra in over the years. I 
believe she ha d something! Often it 
seems as though we have many cordial 
fr iends, but few really personal fr iends 
with whom we can share our most inti
mate and honest thoughts and needs. 
T his should be in addition to our mar
riage mate and relatives. Be careful! 
T h is can't be done overnight. The one 
who is the easiest to ta lk to and the 
most sympathetic might no t be the best 
o ne to share your most personal 
thoughts with. T est the relat ionship over 
a period of ti me, gradually growing in 
your mutual t rust. You should sense a 
spirit of equal ity a nd respect. The con
fess ions should be reciprocal as should 
be the p rayers. 

The need for confession of sins to 
God and to o ne another is sorelv ig 
nored by too many believers today·. We 
must see that "confession " leads to a 
"mature unity" within the body of 
C lmst and tha t ll enables us 10 pray 
p rayers that accomplish mud1. Let ' not 
!u~t "sec" this truth. but let LI!'> "apply " 
tt 111 a way that will g.loril'y Goel. ' 
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by Ernie Zimbelman 

A ll over the co untry we have j ust 
completed many different kinds o f 
graduation exercises . Before me I have a 
copy of the Sunday paper, and on one 
page there a re the p hotographs of 24 
young people who were listed by thei r 
hig h school faculty as valedicto ri a ns
that is, the top students in their cla sses. 
These young people come from various 
schools o f Eastern South Dako ta , and it 
is n ot a complete lis t. 

What struck me, as I looked at this 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of 
Counseling at North American Baptist 
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He is also 
the director of the Sioux Falls Psycho
logical Services Clinic. 

book 
reulems 
by B. C. Schreiber 

T he Heart of Paul. By Ben Campbell 
Johnson, Waco, TX. Word Books. 
$5.95. In order to apprecia te this book 
the reader should be int roduced to the 
au thor by reading his prev ious volume 
You are Somebody. ' 

M r . J ohnson refers to hi s work as a 
rela11ona_l paraphrase of the New Tes ta -
men t. His approach to tru1 h he s . 
d

. , ays, 1s 
1scovered a nd expressed th rough h. 

I . h. 1s re-
a11ons ip to God . Fo r exam ple he 
paraphrases Rom. 6: 17 thus : " Tha nk 
God lhai whereas you used lo be en
slaved. by a li fcs1yle tha1 does 
recognize God , now in your inmost ~~'. 
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group of students, is that out of this 
group o f 24 academic leaders , 19 are 
young women and five are young men. 
I'm not a t all sure that the percentages 
(79/2 I) would show this imbalance 
througho ut the coun try, but it is likely 
this could be the case. 

What is the meaning, if there is any, 
of th is list? I feel the meaning is this: 
the women of our so ciety are becomi ng 
more and more compe tent, and by com
parison , our men a re becoming less 
competent. 

Why is this happening , a nd wha t is 
the meaning of it? There are ma ny rea
sons why it is happen ing, if we think in 
terms of the broad social, cul tura l, eco
nomic and technological fac tors which 
are moving in o ur society. I will no t a t
tempt to a nswer th is q uestion in this 
broad contex t, but rather I will narrow 
it down to a matter of attitudes. 

In Galatians 5:22-23 the A postle Paul 
says: " But the fru it of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace , pati ence , kindness, good
ness , fa ithfulness, gen tleness , self-con
trol: against such there is no law. " 

I feel that fo r severa l reasons women 
in genera l give better evidence o f the at 
tit udes tha t a re, or a re comparable to 
those, characterized by the fruit of the 
Spiri t. Paul says there is no law aga inst 
such. Tha t means anyone who exempli
fies these characterist ics will thrive. 
God's blessing will fa ll upon such in
d ivid ua ls. 

For many generations we have tra ined 
women to be loyal a nd fai thfu l; but at 
the same time artificial barriers were 
placed so they could not achieve to their 
full potential. Today those a rtificial bar
riers have either been removed or great
ly weakened . As a result the fa ith ful ness 
a nd commitment is paying o ff fo r 

ing you have responded to his offer of 
unconditio na l lo ve. Free now fro m your 
old sta te of being and way of li fe, you 
have chosen to serve God a nd li ve a new 
Ii fe." 

The author describes his intention as 
"somewhere between a careful para
phras~ and a one-line com menta ry . . . 
m o re interpretive tha n exa cting." 
. And_ approach to t ruth th rough a rela
uo~sh1 p . to God lea ves som eth ing to be 
des1r_ed in_ a pa raphrase. An emotio nal 
re lat1on sh~p does not qua lify a perso n to 
1a mper . Wit h the Word o f God , a nd a 
pu rely in tellectua l rela 1ionship lacks the 
wa_rm th and guidance o f the H oly 
Spi rit. Fo rtunately Ben J o hnson h 
bol h ~n emo tiona l and in tellec tua l re l:~ 
t1o nsh1p a nd in terpre1s tl1 G d N . e oo cws 
in lerms that appea l to I · t ie present genera tion . H e makes 1 . 

I I . no c a im 10 sc io arsh1p a ltho ugh 1 , d · ' . 1c has higl aca cm1 c qua li f ica1i ons. 1 

women , and they a re litera lly su rging 
ahead of men ! 

W hat w ill this mean for our society? I 
feel as a group, men, yo ung a nd o ld , 
wi ll handle it poorl y. I predict tha t men 
as a group, will respo nd with behavio; 
pa tterns that will be li ke those Paul de
scribes in Galatians 5: I 9-2 1. 

The answer for ind ividual men is that 
they too must seek to develop a tt itudes 
tha t God can bless, a nd then there w ill 
be no difficulty. 

I predict that the fu tu re will have 
more turmo il in th is rega rd, b ut it is not 
because freedom a nd op portunity for 
women a re bad , b ut because m en as a 
genera l group wi ll respond immaturely 
to the way women a re blo ssoming in the 
present warm clima te o f freedom . 0 

Please send me the following 
tape cassettes: 

0 Depress ion & Other Emotional 
Reactions 

0 The Christian & Self-Image 
(Side 1) 
Families In Chaos (Side 2) 

0 Assertion Withou t Hostility 

Cost: $4.00 each (postpaid) 
3 for $11.00 (postpaid) 

Send your orders with payment 
to: Dr. Ernie Zimbelman, North 
Ameri can Baptis t Seminary, 1605 
S. Eucl id Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 
57105 

Na me 

Address 

The Peacemakers. By E lla May M iller, 
Old Tappan, NJ . Fleming H. Revell Co. 
$6.95. 

Through her rad io program, a nd in 
her previo us books , Heart to Heart a nd 
The Joy of Housekeeping, Mrs. M iller 
speaks to women . The Peace Makers, 
however , spea ks to a ll Christians, even 
though s he dedicated the bo ok to 
women and writes fro m a woma n's per
spec t ive. 

Writi ng in a p leasa nt peaceful style, 
the au tho r fill s her book w it h d o wn-10-
ea rt h a nd true-to -l i fe exper iences, which 
someti mes seem to be 100 id ea listi c. 
P_eop lc who have st rong, persona l con 
v1c11ons may feel tha t these are mo re 
importa nt 10 them tha n peacefu l se11 le
me1~ 1 s at too g rea1 a cos t. They m ust 
decide whet her prese rving their ego is 
more importa nt than preserving the 
peace. 

WILL YOU 
EVER BE 

GREAT AT 
ANYTHING 

? 
by Carlo Walth • 
If you've had d reams of being great , 
you are very norma l. I ' ve a lways 
wan ted to be grea t at something. L iving 
in such a compet iti ve society cha llenges 
us to be very good a t whatever it is we 
set out to d o . W hile we a re young, it is 
very natu ra l to dream a ll ki nds of 
dreams o f great ness . I have drea med o f 
being the greatest baseba ll player 
ever-a nd the grea test gu ita r player 
ever. Perha ps your d rea ms ha ve been 
similar in the a reas of your own un ique 
in terests a nd abi lities . But there comes a 
time w hen we need to sift through our 
hopes and d rea ms fo r grea tness to dete r
m ine just wha t is really possible for us . 
I t d id n' t take me lo ng to realize that 
neithe r baseba ll nor gui tar playing were 
a reas in whic h I wo uld prove to be 
a nywhere near the grea test. You know, 
it would be pre11y easy 10 get 10 1h ink
ing, " If I can ' t be the greatest at so/lie
thing, then I rea lly don ' 1 amo unt to 
much o f a11y thi11g." Su rely you ha v_e 
con fron ted this fear fu l thought. l s II 
possible tha t you a nd I are overloo king 
the mos t accessib le opportu nity to be 
grea t- the mos t worthy ki nd o f grea t
ness possib le? It is the opportun ity o f 
every Chr istian to be great for God. 
W ha t co uld be mo re fulfill ing tha n 
respond ing 10 the invitat io n o f J es us, 10 
be co ncerned w ith 1ha1 w hich has las ting 
and e te rna l va lue , as opposed 10 tha t 
which is temporary (Matt. 6: 19-20) ! 

Perhaps we fa il to rea lize the poten-

Carlo Walth is a sw de11t at orth 
A 111erica11 Baptist Se/lli11a1)', Sioux Falls, 
SD. He and his wife, Jean A 1111, are_ 
ser ving tlte First Baptist Clturclt o.f 
George, IA , in youth and 11111sic. 

tial God gives each of us to be grea t for 
him. It may seem that there are only a 
select few who ca n amou nt to a nything 
great fo r God . Not so! If we look a t 
those in the Bible who m we consider to 
be " grea t for God," we can see some
thing they a ll had in common that is the 
key to amount ing to a ny ki nd of great
ness in God ' s sight. These people dem
onstrate the need for and practice of a 
quie t time a lo ne with God . Moses' fe l
lowship wi th God is descri bed in Exodus 
33:1 1 as " face to face" a nd as "a ma n 
speaks to his friend." In Psa lm 63: I we 
see David in his seeking, th irsting a nd 
yearning after fellows hip w ith God . 
Even Jesus had a qu iet time of prayer 
a lone with God the father "in the early 

Carlo and Jean Ann Walth. 

morning whi le it was s till dark" (Ma rk 
I :35). The personal lives o f men of 
grea1ness in o ur recent church history 
never fai l to show the importan t place 
tha t a quiet, personal time wi th the 
Lo rd had in their lives . If a ll o f these 
have depended so heavily o n persona l 
fel lo wshi p wi th G od , su rely it is an in
dication o f its centra l importance in 
thei r be ing " great fo r G od." 

What I' ve said th is fa r is a ll fine a nd 
good-except I ' 111 sorry to have 10 say 
t hat hav ing a regular q uiet ti me with 
Go d is a d ifficult di scipl ine fo r ma ny. 
I' m sorry to say that it has cont inua lly 
been an ex t remely difficul t thing fo r me 
to maintain in m y own Chris tia n life. 
And I' m sorry 10 sa y tha t , on the aver
age, nine out o f ten Chri stia n young 
people d o not have wha t they them
selves consider to be "an e ffecti ve da ily 
qu iet time with God ." 

Allow me 10 be blunt. You and I are 
miss ing o ut in o ur Chris tia n li ves when 
we fai l to seek a ft er a specia l, in t ima te 
fello ws hip wi th God . Wi tho ut it we will 
never be " grea t for God. " H ow ser ious 
a re you a bout a mou nt ing to a nyt hing al 
a ll in your Christ ian life? When you 
consider 1he perso nal fu lfi ll ment a nd 
eterna l va lue involved in developing our 
fe llowship relationship with God. we 
need to be l'ery serious about it. 

H ave you seriously co nsidered tha t 
perhaps you need to get u p 20 minu tes 

earli er each day , o r set as ide that time 
slo t in your sc hed ule a nd make a point 
of spending it a lone with God? H ave 
you seriously go ne o ut of your way to 
look over the shel f in you r nearby Bi ble 
b ook store, to f ind that there a re dozens 
of contemporary and you th ful helps a nd 
guides to encourage and challenge you 
in yo ur quiet t ime? Are you serious 
enough to find someone yo u respect, 
young or old , who would covenant wi th 
you to pray for you a nd regularly check 
up o n yo u, in order to help keep you 
going? 

In my ow n life , I'm very serious 
abou t responding to all of these thi ngs I 
have men tioned , and I challenge you to 
j oin me in doing whatever it ta kes to be 
victo rious in thi s as pect o f our C hristian 
lives. 

With G od 's power in o ur lives , be ing 
g reat fo r him is a rea li s ti c a nd a tta in
ab le goa l, especia lly when we recog n ize 
the key impo rta nce of ou r quiet ti me 
a lo ne wit h God. 

C ha rles W h isto n, a grea t m an o f 
prayer, has illus trated wha t I a m saying 
in hi s description o f the miracle o f a 
s nowflake. A single snowfla ke, seen 
th rough a magnifying lens , is very beau
t i fu l in design . No two snowfla kes a re 
identica l; each o ne has individua lity. 
Each s now fl a ke is so fragile tha t one 
has o nly to brea the upon it , and it is 
destroyed . Bui during winte r s tor ms and 
blizzards G od dum ps b illio ns o f tiny, 
weak, fragile fla kes upon the higher 
levels o f the mo untain ranges, w here 
they bui ld up a massive snowpack 20 to 
30 feet in depth . The sn owpack settl es 
under its accu mula ted weigh t , a nd at the 
botto m is compressed into solid ice . 
Loose f ragments of gra nite rock lying 
o n the s ur face of the g round a1:e frozen 
into thi s ice. As the snow pack inches 
down the mo un tain , these rock chips 
become the chisel edges tha t G od uses to 
gri nd down solid masses o f gra nite rock 
into fine g ranules o f sand, w hich the 
melting s nows in s pri ng wi ll carry d own 
the mo untai nside to deposit in ri ver a nd 
lake beds. H a rd gran ite is broken d own 
by wea k s nowfla kes. 

Yes, the times o f prayer a nd fe llow
ship with God wi ll add up a nd ma ke a 
grea t di fference in o ur lives, as God will 
be able to shape and chisel o u r lives in 
the way he secs fit. Day a ft e r day o f 
turning to God in a qu iet time o f prayer 
and Bible s tudy will a llow the sa me kind 
o f miracle to ta ke place in o ur lives tha t 
tin y snowfl a kes per fo rm w hen they a re 
used by G od for his purposes. · 

Le t ' s be rea li st ic abou t our des ires to 
be great. I cha llenge you to join me in 
being com mi t ted to achieving G REAT
NESS FO R GOD , start ing ~vith doing 
whatever it takes 10 get a lo ne wit h Go~I 
every single d ay . [' 
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The Joy Of Giving 
by Diane Fraser 

Have you ever sat in church and 
wondered why you were there? I did. 
Especia lly when there were all those in
teresting things that I thought I could be 
doing or places I could be. As a child 
and teenager, I was raised in a church
going atmosphere (not N.A.B .), but 
somehow J es us Christ had never become 
real to me. Oh yes, I knew a ll about 
him, how he was born, how he lived 
and how he died and rose. I even knew 
that it was for the sins of man that he 
d ied, bu t I never had the personal rela
tionship of knowing that il was for my 
s ins that he died. 

John and Diane Fraser and their children, 
Teresa (13), Donald (9), and John Jr. (3). 

My husband, J ohn, and I were mar
ried in September of 1964. John was a 
commiued C hris tian, and I was very 
good al playing 1he role as I knew what 
was expected of one. Somehow by going 
to church each Sunday I fell 1ha1 I was 
fulfilling m y obligat ions 10 God. 11 was 
very easy for me 10 be there physically, 
but spirituall y and mentally I could be 
miles away. Oh yes, I wanted a personal 
relationship with Ch ris t. I wou ld pray, 
but somehow I fell that no one a11-
5wered. I would talk to people, and how 
it hurt and how inadequate I fell when 
they s hared their g lowing 1estimonies 
with me. "Lord, what's the mailer with 
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me? W hy can' t I be like this?" 
I would read the Bible, but it was as 

if reading a novel. T his situation went 
on for a yea r. I became more and more 
depressed and grasped for anything that 
came a long , such as the visiting Mor
mons. Then the summer came a nd a long 
with it many problems. We had been 
married for a lmost two years now and 
were in the process of buying a new 
home. Then I had a series of medical 
problems. Next, for the first time in my 
life, I had to spend a weekend alone 
and th is turned in to a very difficult 

by Dorene Walth, 
W.M.U. president, 
Sioux Falls, SD 

C hristians "on the s tairway" are often 
reminded that they are the only Bibles 
certain other people wi ll read. The un
writ ten tra nslations conveyed through 
the li ves of some Christians shamefull y 
read too frequent ly in the followi ng 
way: 

I John 2:15: "Love nol the world" 
. . . . neither the people that are in the 
world, for 011e only ends up having to 
devote hours of time with them a11d 
often gets hurt in the process. 

Psalm 119: 11: "Thy Word have J 
hid in my heart" .... so well that no 
one can see a trace of it in my life! 

Matthew 18:20: "For where two or 
three a re gathered together" .. 
there is gossip i11 the midst of them. 

Ephesians 4:32: "And be ye kind 
one 10 another, tenderhearted, forgiv
ing one another" .. .. taking mental 
11ote of those who don't reciprocate. 

Isaiah 26:3: "Thou wil l keep him in 
perfect peace" .. .. whose mind is 
stayed on himself, for he trusteth in 
himself only. 

Luke 10:2: "The harves t tru ly is 
great" ... . but a church staff of two 
can easily handle the reaping. 

James 5:20: " He which conveneih 
the sinner from the error of his way" 
.... is a well trained graduate and 
111us1 use a specific vocabulary coupled 

emotional time. "Oh, please, someone 
show me you care. God, where a re 
you?" 

Then came the crown ing blow. We 
had an I I -month-old daughter, Teresa. 
One day we were going vis iti ng with 
some fr iends to see a woman who had 
just returned home from the hospital. 
While there I put Teresa down on the 
floor. All of a sudden she came crawl 
ing up to me chewing on something. A 
clear crys tal about the size of a marble 
was in her month. I spotted where it 
came from. The woman had ant poison 

with a booklet or brochure. 
Mark 14 :8: "She hath done what 

she could" . . .. God will take pity on 
her excuses and good intentions /or 
they impress him very much. 

Philippians 4: 13: "I can do al l 
things" ... . as long as I have the 
time, money and energy . 

Hebrews 12: I : •' Let us lay as ide 
every weight" ... . and take it easy, 
for only then can we really enjoy life. 

Romans 12:2: "Be not overcome of 
evil" .... Ha ve an open mind. After 
all, the moral standards of today must 
be considered. 

Psalm 46 : 1: "God is our refuge" 
. . .. so feel free to flee important 
responsibilities. 

John 5:24: " He that heareth my 
Word" .... should protect it from 
reaching the ears of the neighbors! 

Revelation 22: 17: "Whosoever will , 
let him take" . . . . all he can get from 
others, freely. 

Isaiah 1 : 18 : ''T hough your sins be 
scarlet " . ... they are 1101 nearly as 
devastating as somebody elses. 

Matthew 6:33: "Seek ye first" .. 
the top position of the company and 
all kinds of things will be added unto 
you. 

John 6:27: " Labor not for the meat 
which perisheth" . . . . but /or the 
boat, the summer collage and the trip 
overseas. 

P roverbs 1 :JO: "My son, if s inners 
entice thee" . . . . be kind to them. 
Check things out. You may find the 
activities relatively harmless. 

2 Corinthians 12:10: "For when I 
am weak " .... it is because I haven't 
been exercising enough. 

Joshua 24: 15: "Choose you this 
day" . . . . which outfit you 111il/ wear 
to the party. 

I John 1:10: " l fwesaywehavenol 
sinned" . . . . 110 one 111il/ be the 111iser. 

Proverbs 14: 12: "A way that seem
eth r ight" .. . . is as good as any. 

Father, I hear your Word . I read it. 
I study it. May those who read the Bi
ble through me see an accurate transla
tion! 

in a container on the floo r, and it had 
crysta ll ized. We rus hed m y baby to t he 
hos pita l, where doctors pumped out her 
s tomach and sent us home . That eve
ning Teresa's temperatu re shot up to 
over 104 degrees, and she sta rted vomit
ing. Back to the hospital we went, and 
when they checked her over, they found 
that in the process of pu mping out her 
stomach, she cried so hard that some of 
the poison was sucked into her lu ngs. 
She was placed in intensive care with 
pneumon ia and arsenic poisoning. What 
days fo llowed! I had never realized what 
wonderful friends we had at the church 
we attended, Faith Bapt ist in Minneapo
lis. Every day someone would come 
over a nd drive me to the hospi tal and 
watch my daugh ter with me through the 
curtain. Their love surrounded me. 
Praise God for them. 

Thank 
You 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
women's work director 

I wish that each of you could come 
to the North American Baptist Con
ference International O ffice at this 
time to see the Whi te Cross Room . It 
is filled with boxes of Whi te Cross 
suppl ies which you have lovingly 
made and s hipped to our office fo r 
the medica l work in Africa. In addi
tion you have sent mo ney towards 
the expense of shipping the materials 
to the hospita ls , cl inics and maternity 
wards in Cameroon and Nigeria. 

You, the women of our churches, 
are also faithfully support ing the 
financial goal of $400,000, adopted 
al the Triennia l Conference WMU 
Luncheon in P ortland, Oregon. June 
receipts showed $375,862 towards 
that goal. We anticipate reaching ou r 
goa l by December 31 of this yea r, a s 
our women cont inue to g ive fa ithful 
ly. All the money is used in the sup
port of home and overseas miss ions. 
We thank God fo r each of you, our 
faithful women who serve, work, 
love, share and care in support of 
projects adopted. G od will bless all 
that is being done for him in his 
name. " Verily 1 say unto you , inas
muc h as ye have do ne it unto one of 
the least of these my b rethren ye 
have do ne it unto me" (Mal l. 25:40). 

D 

Four or fi ve days later I was at home 
in the afternoon and felt as though I 
could not go on anymore. T he burdens 
o f life were just too big to cope with. I 
got dow n on my knees and prayed, 
" God, I need you, help me." Immedi
ately I felt a release, and the pressures 
were gone. I had met m y Lord ! I had 
someone other than me to lean on and 
to trust. Wi thin seconds the phone rang. 
T he voice said, " Mrs . F raser, thi s is t he 
doctor . I j us t checked T eresa, and I 
don't really understand it, but she is 
fine, and you can take her home tomor
row!" Oh, God , you really do care! 

Looking back on the whole experience 
of my search for God, I often wondered 
why he took so long to answer me. But 
then I knew , he had been there a lways, 
waiting fo r me. Being a self-reliant, 
headstrong person as I was, it was very 
easy to need him one day and not the 
nex t. I believe tha t he a llowed me to 
have to get to the point, where I rea lly 
cou ldn ' t cope by myself bu t had to take 
Diane off the throne o f m y li fe and put 
Christ on it and leave h im there. 

Shortly after my conversion , John 
and I went fo rward in our chu rc h, were 
bapt ized a nd jo ined the fam ily of Faith 
Bapt ist Church. 

During th is t ime m y husband worked 
for Control Da ta Corporation in Min
neapolis as a computer design engineer 
and later in computer management. In 
the following nine yea rs after my con
vers ion, we were blessed and had a love
ly home, excellent sala ry and good com
pany benefits. Our second child, Don
ald, was welcomed into our fami ly . We 
continued our membership at Faith Bap
tist and were able to serve the Lord in 
d ifferent a reas of the church life . As 
each year went by, however, we felt that 
we would like to have more extensive 
traini ng in the Bib le and the different 
aspects o f the Christian life, because we 
fel t so inadequately prepared fo r some 
of the jobs that we were doing in the 
church. We were a lso leading a neigh
borhood Bible study and here, too, felt 
a need for more train ing. 

In ea rly J anuary of 1975, 1 went out 
to gel the mail. That day we received a 
Decision booklet fro m the North Amer
ican Bapt ist Semina ry. I remember call
ing J oh n at work, telling him about the 
booklet and then jokingly saying, " H ey, 
honey, maybe the Lord wants us to go 
to seminary ." Both o f us got a laugh 
out of that o ne ! (T o this day, we s till 
don't know how the cata logue happened 
to be sent to us . T here was no reason 
that we should have been on the mailing 
li st. ) 

A few months la ter we were talking 
about the possib ility of finding a job. 
worki ng with a Christ ian company 
where problems cou ld be met with 
prayer and where employees could work 

together for Christ. A former pastor of 
ours, the Rev. Donald M iller, was work
ing at North American Baptist Seminary 
in development. John called him to see 
if he had heard o f anything like thi s. 
" No, but you know, we're having a De
cision Conference in a couple of weeks. 
Why don't you come out to it. Nancy 
and I will even take care of the kids. " 
Wow, a free weekend and good babysit
ters! How could we pass that up? 

Du ring the con ference the Lord began 
to speak to us . By the time the weekend 
was over, deep down I knew the Lord 
wa s calling not o nly John, but me as 
well, in to the min is try. John struggled 
with the decision longer, as he wanted 
to be sure tha t God called him and that 
it wasn 't just something that he wanted 
lO do. 

So here we were, changing careers in 
mid -stream, and I was eight momhs 
pregnant with our third child. We had 
prayed for this child for five years . 
Lord, why this t iming? Our little boy 
arrived in June. After his arrival we put 
our house on the market. The f irst cou
ple to come through bought it. Grea t! 
T he next day they backed out. The bub
ble popped . For three mont hs it was on 
the market and no one wanted it. We 
had a lready purcha sed a home in Sioux 
Falls. Lord, how are we going to make 
the paymen ts o n one house, let alone 
two? Lord , are you shutting the doors 
for us to go? What a t ime of testing it 
was. The week before we were to move, 
1 prayed , " Lord, you called us in to this 
and I know you will provide. You can 
sel l our house with or without the fur
nishings." W e dec ided we would go, 
even if in the long run we lost our 
house. A few days later a couple with 
th ree boys came through and bought it. 
\Ve moved out the foll owing Saturday 
and they moved in on T uesday and even 
paid us ren t fo r two months unt il clos
ing on the house! Lord, why did we 
even quest io n? 

P eople often ask me, "Wasn't that a 
d ifficu lt decision to make?" No, it real
ly wasn 't. Before, we had all the mate
rial possessio ns we wanted, but really 
weren't happy in life . Now we have 
found where the Lord wants us to be, 
and that is truly where the joy of living 
is . 

It has been thrilling to watch the Lord 
work these past three years. Our biggest 
concern in leaving John 's job was the 
medical benefits that t he company had . 
Our two older children were asthmatics. 
a nd for four years before coming to 
seminary we never had a clin ic bill un
der $100 a month . Since coming to sem 
inary, neither has even been - into the 
doctor for anythi ng. Coincidence? No, 

(Continued 011 page 29) 
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The impressions of the crowded ten c hurches visited in 
the Soviet Union will remain an unforgettable spiritual 
experience for a ll six of the delegates who had the op
portunity to share in worship services . The visit took 
place from Tuesday, April 25, to Monday, May 8, 1978, 
which included many Holy Week and Easter services. 
(Evangelical churches in the Soviet Uni on observe Holy 
Week a nd Easter in keeping with the Orthodox Church 
calendar, which in 1978 was April 24-30.) 

N.A.B. Delegation 
V isits Churches in 

the Soviet Union 
by G. K. Zimmerman 

The N.A.B. per.sons visiting the Union of Evangelical 
C hristians-Baptists of the USSR included the following: 
Dr. Kenneth Fischer, moderator of the Conference and 
his wife, Donna; Mr. Ed Streuber, chai rman of the 'con
ference Finance and Stewardship Committee, and his 
wife, Gerda; and Dr. G . K. Zimmerman, executive secre
tary of the Conference, and his wife, E leanor. The in
vitation from the Baptist Union of the USSR stated the 
fo llowing: " During your stay in the Soviet Union, you 
will become acquainted with the life of o ur country a rid 
with the life of our churches. All your expenses, 
(t ransportation, board and lodgi ng) will be paid by the 
Baptist Union within the territory of the Soviet Union. " 
The round-tr ip airfare was paid for by the respective in
dividuals themselves. 

VISITS TO THE CHURCHES 
At all of the visits to the churches this delegation was 

a lways seated on the platform and g iven opportunity to 
give g reetings and also share a message from the Scrip
tures. The services in the churches usually lasted from 
~wo to three hours . ~here was much heartwarming sing
mg. by the co~gregat1on and very excellent music by a 
va n ety of choirs . Some of the choirs numbered more 
than 80 persons, includ ing young people. In a number o f 
churches there were orchestras, including both string and 
band instruments, mostly played by young person s. 
There was a goodly number o f children present even 
though there are no specia l Sunday school and Ch,ristia n 
educat ion activi ties, as we know them in Canada and the 
United States. The children were a lways very attentive 
and none ever disturbed the services, even though these 
lasted for more than two hours . The churches were al
:-vay~ filled W overflowing , including wors hippers stand
ing in the aisles, doorways a nd even outsid e listening to 
the worship services via loudspeakers. ' 

T he churches visited were located in the cities o f 
Moscow, Kiev, Odessa an d Volgograd (fo rmerly Stalin
grad ). The attendance in some chu rches exceeded J ,500 
persons . The Easter Sunday morning service had more 

Dr. Gideon !<· Zimmerman is executive secreta1y of the 
North A mencan Baptist Conference. 
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than 1,200 in a ttendance. Each speaker wou ld begin with 
"Christ is risen," to which the congregation would stand 
up and reply, "He is risen indeed ." This greeting was 
repeated three times, and the congregation responded 
three times. The pasto r also asked us to give an invita
tion for persons to make a commitment to Chris t, and 
severa l persons came forward to the platform, knelt 
down and prayed, asking that their sins be forg iven a nd 
that they might receive Jesus Chri st as their Saviour a nd 
Lord. 

We greatly appreciated the two meals at the ho mes o f 
three Baptist families. Many of the dishes served were 
very familiar to the Streubers and the Zimmerm ans be
cause of thei r respective background in Germany and 
Russia. 

Since my forefathers came from Friedenstal, Bessara
bia near Odessa, I particularly felt much affini ty with 
the people . . This was also true for my wife, since a lso her 
gra ndparents came from Russia . Her grandmother was 
baptized in icy waters in Russia. H er grandfat~er was a 
band master in the a rmy during the rulersh1p of the 
Czar. The Streubers also felt much kinship with the peo
ple because of the many Ukranian people who live in 
their community in Winnipeg. 

The recently renovated and enlarged Darnitsa Baptist Church In Kiev. 

CHURCH FACILITIES AND WORSH IP SERVICES 
At least two of the church buildings visited were newly 

constructed in recent years to accomm odate a larger 
number of people. Because of the large number of wor
shippers, the churches a re too small again . I t became 
very eviden t in th e fellowship with people a nd a lso 
th rough observation in their worship services that they 
have a deep spirit of dedication, commitment and genu
ine fai th in Jesus C hrist as their Savior a nd Lord . T he 
singing of the people, their prayers and their hospita lity 
shall always be remem bered with much g rati tude to God. 

THE NEED FOR BIBLES AND 
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 

We are grateful to the government a uthorities , who 
se.veral yea rs ago granted permission fo r 5,000 German 
Bib.les and 20,000 hymna ls to be sent into the Soviet 
~nion. A s you may reca ll, North American Baptists pro
vided 3,000 of th ese German Bibles thro ugh our Bible 

Fund . The need for Christian literature, Bibles, hymnals 
and study materials fo r the pastors is ~reat. It is. our 
hope that through the Baptis t World Alliance ~e will be 
able to find an additional open door to send 111 tens of 
thousands of additional Bibles. This permission has not 
yet been received. We need to join oth~r Christians 
around the world in praying for the followmg two con
cerns: 

I. For our fellow believers in the USSR as well as in 
other countries of the world, where there is not the same 
kind of religious freedom that we have here in Canada 
a nd the United States . . 

2. For the persons in authority, t~at_ they might rec
ognize the good characteristics of Ch.nsttans a nd ~gree to 
grant additional permission for sendmg larger sh1pme~ts 
of Scrip tures, hymnals and other literature to the Baptist 
Union of the USSR. . 

In every church we visited the people sent greellngs to 
you and other fellow believers around the world. Also 
we assured them that we would ask you and other fellow 
believers to pray for them in thei r continued effort to be 
a li ving testimony for Christ within the USSR. 

IM PRESSIONS IN TH~ l}KRAINIAN CHURCHES 
The warmth and sincerity of the people who came to 

. . · t K'ev and Odessa as well the vanous worship services a 1 
as in the other places stirred the hearts of ~II the dele
gates . Because of roots in the Ukraine, .the ~1mmermans 
. . d lose kinship with the wor-m particular foun a very c . 
shipers I t seemed that one could pick out people \n the 
congre~ation who resembled people in the USA a md~st 
like iden tical twins. T he St reubers made t?e same i.s-

. Uk · ·an people with people 111 covery companng the ra1111 . 
Canad; In Kiev I spot ted a man in the congregation 
who re~emb led the Rev. Eld on Schroeder ~ft ~o~~e~ 
Avenue Baptist Church in C hicago so ~uch, ~ ~· 
to look several times to make sure that it wasn \ t1Pc: · 

In the Odessa area, I particularly found muc 1 a dm~~ 
with th e people, be.cause my own pahr~n~~a~n~o~r~~ I~ to 
ents came from this area . Althoug . .

11 t go to their home v1 age, ma ke proper arrangements 0 . h f 
. d 'd h ve opportunity to see muc ~ 

Fnedenstal, we 1 a ' f 1 ' t ·n a fertile agn-
od h. h . very beautt u c t y I 

essa , w 1c is a d. ·ghts for me was 
cultural area. O?e of ~h e outsta n mg ! 'other and father 
to go to the tram station, where my . 

h h d left Odessa 1n 1905, accom-
a nd. their two da ug ters . ~ mi rate to Lehr, North 
pa nted by two other fa mihes dtode ~ raised their family. 
D k h they homestea e a n 

a ota, w ere d I e opportunity to go to 
I would have greatly treasure t 1 the a rea where my 
the village of Friedenstal and s;:latives liv~d for many 
grandpa rents, parents and oth~r this may be possible. 
decades . Maybe some o ther tim e t" t founded a Bap
My grandfather, w_ho became. a Bap 1~ 'Although I never 
List church in the village_ of Fnedenst~~rn in the United 
me t m y grandfather , smce I was t mely dedicated 
Sta tes, I was told that he was a~ e~h~e Scriptures a nd 
ma n of God who wou.ld re~d on y read o ther kinds of 
tho ught it somewhat d1st ractmg to d t 

Id tha t gra ndfather as a evou 
litera ture. I was a lso to bl" 1 th t out' of his family 
man of God, often prayed pu ic Y a 1 F . of his 

· · t s o f the gospe ou1 
t ree may com e m.1 111s er call o.f God a nd be-
g randsons m America a nswered the . f I 
came ministers o f the gospel. It was a very meantng u 

experience to me personally to be in the area of Odessa, 
to where my parents a nd other kinfolk would on occa
sion travel , and to know that their prayers were an
swered and will continue to be answered, as others of 
that family will .become full-time servants of God. 

Since my g randfather had gone to be with the Lord in 
1928, my visit to Odessa , his home area, was on the _5~th 
anniversary of his departure from this life. In add1t1on 
to my father and mother, who came to America, there 
were two brothers of my father and one of his sisters 
who a lso emigrated to America. On the Zimmerman side 
of my family tree, I a m the youngest of the first ~enera
tion. For that reason it was for me a very movmg ex
perience to be chosen of God to return after so many 
decades to th e motherland of my grandparents and par
ents and visit Baptist churches, in which I had the sacred 
privilege to share the Word of God and to bring greet
ings from fellow believers of my homeland as well as 
from my 97-year old mother, who is a resident of the 
Baptist Home in Bismarck, ND. 

..... 
Inst rumental group in one o f th e five Baptist churches In Kiev. 

In th e Book of Proverbs we read , "Grandchi ldren are 
the crown o f the aged, a nd the glory of sons is their 
fathers" Proverb 17:6. You become very sensitive to the 
responsibility you have as a son a nd grandson and ev~n 
as a great-grandson , when you know tha t forefat hers 1.n 
all sincerity prayed , hoped and believed that out of their 
family tree would come those who proclaim the gospel 
faithfully a nd effectively. The experience to visit this 
motherla nd communicated to me as a servant of God the 
sacred responsibility to be faithful, first of all to the 
Lord God who has called me to serve h im, but a lso to 
be cogniz~n t of the fact that my being in the ministry 
today is the result of those who prayed that out of their 
family t ree may come those who would preach the gos-

pel. · ·f· d · h h" For many years I have 1dent1 1e wit t 1s event, as 
the grandsons of Manasseh and Ephraim must have 
identi fied with their grandfather Jacob, when they were 
brought be fore hi m a nd he placed his hands upon them 
a nd said, "The God before whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac walked, the God who has led me all my li fe 
Jong to this day, the a ngel who has redeemed me from 
a ll evil , bless the lads; and in them let my na me be 
perpetuated , in the name of my fat hers Abraha m and 
Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of 
the earth." The manner in which God leads becomes 
more understandable a s one moves through experiences 
such as these, where one recalls some of the roots fro m 
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which one has emerged. 
As I have thought upon these things w hich I knew for 

many years, I also gathered a keener insight into the 
devotional life of my boyhood home. It was the custom 
in our home located on a farm in sou th central North 
Dakota that after breakfast my father would read from 
the Scriptures, and we would unite for prayer. Following 
the family devotions, my father would go to the parlor 
of the home, a room which was used primarily for enter
taining special guests and not for everyday family use. It 
was in this parlor room where he would spend some time 
alone. As a small boy I was always very curious as to 
what he was doing when he went into the parlor after 
the family devotion period. Since we had a central heat
ing system, the heating register which heated the kitchen 
was directed into the parlor. I finally made it a point 
that whenever he went to the parlor, I would snuggle up 
to the register in the kitchen and listen. For the first 
number of minutes it would be quiet in the parlor. I 
must assume that he was reading fro m the Scriptures 
during that time. Then I would hear the chair move and 
the thump of his knees, and he would pray outloud. I 
eavesdropped on many o f his prayers and heard him 
pray for himself, for his fa mil y and fo r the church. 
These did make an impact upon my life. 

The visit to the motherland has helped me to put in 
focus God's leading, as it has been described in the life 
o f my grandfather as well as in the life of my father. I 
can now account more clearly than ever before that it 

We love to travel, but a trip to Ru ssia had never entered 
our minds. Our immediate reac tion, when asked if we 
would be able to jo in Dr. and Mrs. G. K. Zimmerman 
and Dr. and Mrs. Ken Fisher on a tour of the Baptist 
churches of the Soviet Un ion , was an excited though 
somewhat nervous "Yes." 

As preparation for this grea t adventure, we tried to 
read all we could about the U.S.S .R., it 's geography, 
people and customs. We were amazed to learn that there 

An 
Unforgettable Visit 

by Gerda Streuber 

are eleven time zones to cover the country east to west , a 
distance equa ling two and one half t rips between New 
York and San Francisco! Th is im mense la nd has a popu
lation of approximately 256 million people, one mi llion 
of them Baptists . More than a hundred languages are 
spoken in the Soviet Union. 

Then came the challenge of lea rning a few useful 
phrases in Russia n with the help of a Berlitz English
Russ ian dictionary, language records and a id with pro
nunciation by friends fo rtunate enough to speak this di f
ficu lt language. 

It was suggested that we take gi ft s fo r our various 

Mrs. Gerda Streuber lives in Winnipeg, MB. The Streubers are 
members of McDermot A venue Baptist Church in Winnipeg. 
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was God's leading over these many, many decades that 
has finally brought me and others in my family to their 
point of commitment to J esus C hri st , as well as the cer
tain number of us who answered the call of God and 
said, " Here am I, Lord, send me." 

I personally ca me to the rea lization tha t what o ne is, 
and what one has become, has come to pass because of 
the prayers, commitment, faith, hope and love of those 
who went before us many decades ago. 

For a goodly number of years I have been very sensi
tive to the fact, that my being in the ministry is the 
result of the prayers of fami ly members and ma ny o th
ers, who had a part to shape my spiri tual life. Making 
the visit to the USSR, a nd particular ly to the Ukraine, 
which gave opportunity to fellowshi p a nd to share in ser
vices with people whose ways of worshi p are so parallel 
to my boyhood days, made me realize that the marve
lous leading of God in my life stems back to the deep 
spiritual convictions of my forefathers. 

As delegates, we shall always be g rateful to the Baptist 
Union of the USSR a nd its fait hful and dedicated lead
ers, as well as the International Department o f the 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists, for making possible our 
visit to the cities of Moscow, Kiev, Odessa and Volgo
grad. Our privi lege to share in the li fe of these ch urches 
will always be remembered as a very specia l blessing. 

Pray for our fellow believers in the Soviet Unio n, that 
God may gra nt them strength and courage to rema in 
faith ful to the teachings o f the Scriptures . 0 

hosts a nd new friends-but what? and how ma ny? An
other concern was-what clothi ng do we take? This vas t 
coun try covers varied climatic conditions, a nd we had no 

A typ ical outdoor baptismal service in Vinnitsa. 

idea of where we would be going . Siberia can be very 
cold in spring! 

With mixed emotions our family rather re luctant ly 
bade us farewell on April 25. 

Our Lufthansa flight ar rived in Moscow on schedule 
at 6 pm April 26, a nd we were relieved to find that our 
Engli sh spea king interpreter was wai ting for us. T his 
Young man, Sergei Nik ola iev , had spen t two years in 
seminary in Engla nd and is now a pastor in Leningrad. 
We. soon lea rned that the magic word "Delegatzi" (dele
~atl~n) c.ould facilitate clearance through custo ms a nd 
1mrn1grat1on a nd provide o ther V. l. P. t reatment. T his 
was however not enough autho ri ty to a llow us to take all 
the Bibles we had taken for the churches there. 

A va n, belonging to the Ba ptist Union in Moscow, 

with driver "Paul " then took us to the Sovietska Hotel. 
This stately o lder hotel with it's elegant white marble 
foyer a nd winding staircase with red carpet a nd beautiful 
chandeliers made a grand first impression. 

Our room was spacious and comfortably furnished. 
There was a small table with a bowl o f fruit a nd mineral 
water, a nd we were told tha t supper would be served in 
our room; this was nicely served by a pleasant maid. 
How frustrating being unable to communicate verba lly. 
Spah see bah (thank you) had to suffice. We were really 
more tired than hungry. 

Superintendent Jakov Doukhontchenko (left) and the pastor of the Darnitsa 
Baptist Church in Kiev baptizing believers. 

Next morn ing we met for breakfast in the hotel res
taurant with our group of travel companions, who grew 
to be dear friends over the twelve day period we were 
together. Sergei introduced us to Gregory Commandant, 
ou r other in terpreter who spoke German, as he had 
studied a t the theological seminary in Hamburg. He 
pastors a church near Kiev. Breakfast was such as we 
had never had before, but were to do justice to for each 
o f the days in Russia: Yogurt, juice, cold cuts, a pples, 
cheese, jelly a nd thick slices of good bread, then omelet 
and coffee! We felt this was sufficient for the day, but 
dinner at 2 p.m. proved otherwise. The Russian people 
love to eat leisurely sumptuous meals and expect guests 
to do likewise. Dinners included several kinds of smoked 
fish , boiled eggs with caviar, cold cuts, cucumbers (al
ways!), apple juice, mineral water and bread for fi rst 
course! Then a hearty bowl of soup (" Borsht" or 
"Sulianka") with sour cream tha t would have been a 
meal in itself. The main course of beef, fish or chicken 
was served with vegetables, then coffee a nd dessert. The 
even ing meal, usually a fter church a t 9-10 p. m., was 
again more than ample. Thus we were assu red we would 
be well fed in Russia. 

Sergei had our itinera ry all planned and soon i?
fo rmed us, that we would each be expected to speak m 
church tha t evening and in each subsequent church meet
ing. We p leaded to let this "privilege" pas~, but to no 
avail. Sergie and Greg were constantly available to u_s, 
a nd we were so grateful for their patience and help tn 
every way. The warmth and hospita lity of the people 
were overwhelming. We shall lo ng remember the many 
wonderful people we met and the spiritual feasts we en
j oyed in their churches. 

Our first church service was especia lly memorable. It 
was in the Moscow Baptist C hurch . We were gre~te~ in 
the "Headquarters Office", pa rt. of ~he chu rch but Id mg, 
by numerous d ignitaries a nd thetr wives before proceed-

ing to the pla tform to begin the 6 p.m. communion ser
vice. The church was packed as I have never seen one 
before, mainly older ladies with kerchiefs sitting, while 
the men, young people and children were standing in 
aisles, around the entry, on stairs to the balcony and in 
side rooms. The beautifully set communion table with 
large candela bra on white cutwork tablecloth, large silver 
goblets with cutwork covers (work done by the church 
ladies) and large round loaves of bread, was an awe in
spiring sight. Emotion gripped me as the beautiful assur
ance of being one in the Lord Jesus Christ flooded my 
soul. We listened as the believers sang hymns, harmoni
ously and fervently; and we were happy when songs fa
milia r to us were sung, so that we could join in. Some of 
the familiar songs were " Ring the Bells of H eaven", 
"Revive us Again" and "Love Ii fted me." Closing many 
of our services with "Blest be the Tie that Binds" was a 
verbal embrace, as the bond of love shone in their eyes 
and ours. 

The choirs in each of the churches we visited were a 
very specia l source .of blessing and joy. The volume, har
mony a nd obvious sincerity of the singers convinced us 
that they were sing ing from the depths of their hearts. 
Many of the choir members were young people, and on 
one very special evening service there was a youth choir 
concert with orchestral accompaniment. We were li fted 
spiritua lly to hear this group of 65 beautiful young peo
ple sing out "Glori ous is Thy Name, Almighty God." 
Observing that most of the choir music was hand copied 
on pieces of paper , made me aware of the special love 
and sacrifice of these people. The congregation to a 
great extent, also sang without hymn books as these are 
no t avai lable to them. Church services included numer
ous songs by the congregation , several choir renditions, 
leng thy poems recited by memory, prayers a nd three or 
more sermons. A ll services were two to three hours in 
duration, and many of these dear people stood through
out this time with no sign of weariness. The hunger for 
God's Word was etched on their faces, as they listened 
attentively a nd emotionally. In many of the churches we 
saw tape recorders, recording the program for those un
able to attend. Often many people stood outside on the 
church yard, to participate in the worship services via 
loudspeakers. The giving of greetings from surrounding 
area church groups was done by sending slips of paper 
to the p la tform to be read . These were then acknowl
edged by the audience, as they stood and in unison said , 
"Tha nk you for the greetings, please, greet the brethren 
in return." Our greetings were acknowledged in like 
manner. The beaming faces, showing comprehension of 
my crude Russian greetings fro m Canada, encouraged 
me to increase my vocabulary to include, "We pray for 
you and love you in the name of our Lord Jesus, "May 
God bless you" a nd other simple phrases. 

O ur tour included churches in Moscow, Kiev , Odessa 
a nd Volgograd. ln each city we were officially welcomed 
and presented with bouquets of spring flowers. Another 
bouquet was also presented in each church service by 
child ren or young people. T he warmth a nd sincerity of 
their welcome and love, expressed in many hugs and 
kisses after each service, was heart warming. 

Kiev is an especially beauti ful city with many fl owers 

(Continued on page 31) 
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No Magic Formula 
For Singles 
The need fo r a single's ministry in Sioux 
Falls was ev ident. As a C hris ti an single, 
where could you go to meet other sin
gles ? Ba rs and other night spots were 
the most popular spots a t which singles 
congrega ted . The people who freq uen t 
these establ ishments do no t usua lly 
represen t the type o f indi vidua l wi th 
whom Christ ia ns want to spend time o r 
develop rela tionshi ps. 

A cookout in a sing le's back yard. 

The churches, at least in Sioux Fall s, 
were not ministering to singles; co nse
quently, chu rch attendance was sma ll 
fo r singles . If one did not want to fre
quent the bars , where could a single go 
to meet o ther singles? This dilemma is 
the very reason why Sioux Fall s C hri s
tia n Singles was formed. 

SFCS is providing a ministry tha t the 
churches a ren't providing , but is no t 
designed to ta ke the place o f the chu rch. 
It was fo rmed to supplement the 
chu rch' s program . 

Since our society is full of instan t ser
vices with insta nt printing, insta nt pic
tures, fast-food res ta ura nts and on and 
on, Sio ux Falls Christi an S ingles (SFCS) 
was looking fo r the same magic form ula 
to o rga nize a d ynamic program for sin
gles . 

C o nseq uentl y, many singles o rganiza
ti ons around the United Sta tes we re con
tacted to see how their programs were 

Miss Dixie Potratz is a studen t at North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD. 
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by Dixie Potratz 

o rgan ized . Some ideas were taken from 
each , b ut none o f them gave easy an
swers to meeting the needs o f s ingles in 
Sioux Falls. T he answers came from 
a sking and being responsive to the sin
gles wi thi n our own group . 

There are many grassroots de ta ils in 
start ing an orga nizatio n . The mechanics 
in sta rting SFCS took many mo nths . A 
difficulty we had was lack of leaders hi p . 
It seemed that the no n-leader type o f in
div idual was the fi rst to sense the need 
fo r a singles fe ll owship. 

In the beginning, six people t ried to 
p rovide a ll the leadership, but as time 
we nt by, more people became involved 
and ind ividua ls were helped to develop 
leaders hip s kills . T hen a broader sys tem 
of leadershi p was orga nized. As more 
peo ple were involved in leadershi p ro les , 
exci tement fo r the orga nization grew. 

A newslette r is mailed o ut each month 
to over 200 people . I t conta ins a calen
dar o f events , a devotiona l wri tten by a 
member , and various a nno uncements . 
T h e newsletter is the mai n mea ns o f 
comm unicat io n to the m em bers . 

There are no magic formulas to fol
low in designing a n e ffec ti ve singles pro
g ram . In o ur programming , fe llowship 
is the firs t o bjecti ve a nd persona l 
g rowth the seco nd . Prog ramm ing re-

Two generat ions s haring. 

q u ires a co nsta nt sensitivi ty on the pa rt 
o f th e leaders to dete rmine where the 
mem bers a re and where they need to 
grow. 

SFCS ha s tried to meet ind ividual 

needs in a va riety o f ways . We have 
th ree d ifferent Bible stud ies each week. 
The Bible study groups themse lves 
determine the area o f study . T wice 
mo nthly we have Tuesday-Nig ht-Ta lk
It-Over (pa tt erned a f ter Robert Schul 
ler ' s Positi ve Single's group) for P lus-
30 's . I t is a time of s inging, read ing the 
Bi ble a nd s haring in s ma ll groups a bo u t 
the sta ted topic. Interspersed th ro ugho ut 
the mo nth are various socia l activi ties 
which a re separated fo r P lus-30 's and 
Under-30 's . 

Finances come from individ ua l con· 
tri butions. SFCS has a tax exem pt 
sta tus, so gifts are tax deduc tib le. The 
orga nizati on has tried to ru n without re
quiring dues a nd so far has been suc
cessful. M embers have pledged the 
amoun t o f money that they feel they 
can cont ribute each mo nth , a nd the 
orga ni zat io n has been running o n that 
money. 

Praying together at the Singles Conference, 
Green Lake, WI. 

Ind ividua ls have been helped th ro ug h 
the ministry o f SFCS . Fu rn iture moved , 
roomma tes fo und, fri ends hips form ed 
and leadership developed are a few of 
the ways ind ividua l needs have been 
met . 

Sioux Falls C hr istia n S ingles is rela 
ti vely new. Since there are no rea l pa t
terns to fo llow, the leaders hip lea rns 
what is effec tive by doing . T he organiz· 
a t ion is co ntinually s triving to f ind e f
fective ways to mee t the needs o f single 
perso ns in our community. 

Stati s t ics show that o ne- thi rd of the 
popula tio n o f the Uni ted States is s in
gle . Secular singles grou ps are increasing 
in num ber. Recently the Na tio na l Amer
ican S ingles Orga nization had a n o rga 
nizat io na l meeti ng in Sioux Fall s wit h 
200 hundred a ttending . Th e response to 
this meeting po ints o ut that s ingles a re 
searching fo r a nswers . O nl y th rough a 
relatio nshi p wi th C hrist a nd fellows hip 
wit h hi s people can these answers be 
fou nd . Up to this poin t the members hip 
of S FCS has come primar ily fro m 
churched singles . Now the t ime has 
come to reach ou t to the unchurched 
singles. T h is is o ur nex t s te p. [] 

PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

Abraham, 
The Steward 
by Everett A. Barker 

A braham is one o f the better known 
perso ns in the Scri ptures . The one word 
wh ich sta nds out to descri be Abraha m is 
his fa it-h , but have you eve r thought o f 
him as a steward? M ore specifically, 
have yo u ever thought o f A braham d o
ing estate planning? A ltho ugh this is 
lesser known, it is nevertheless im por
tant . 

The ma nner in which Abraham han
d led the ma terial dimension of his Ii fe is 
worthy of review. We live in a wo rld 
tha t is ma teri a lis tica lly oriented. We 
can no t run away from it as the monks 
of old did in c lo isters and mo nasteries . 

The Rev. Everel/ A . Barker is associate 
secretary for Estate Planning of the 
North American Baptist Conference. 

As God's people, we need to develop a 
C hri stian perspective o f m oney a nd pos
sess ions . A bra ham was a ti ther. In Gen
esis 14:20 it is recorded that Abra ha m 
ga ve tithes to the priest Melchizedek. 
This is the ea rliest biblica l record o f the 
teaching tha t a portio n of our mater ia l 
accu mulation belongs to God. The New 
Tes tament teaches tha t we are to give 
"as God prospers" a nd a proportio n o f 
that which he a llows us to have . We are 
no t limited to the ti the. 

A nothe r insight into the way A bra
ham handled materia l possessio ns is re
corded in Genesis 14:21 -24. In this inci
dent the king of Sodo m o ffe red to 
divide the spoils of war with the ma te
ria l spoils to be taken by A braha m. His 
reaction was: " .. . I have sworn to the 
Lord God Most High, possessor o f 
heaven a nd earth , tha t I w ill not ta ke a 
thread or a sa nda l-thong or a nything 
tha t is yours , lest you say, ' I have made 
Abra ham rich. ' " A braha m wa s not 
greedy o r grabby, but much concerned 
about his reputa tion with ma n and rela
tionshi p to God. G reed is an insid ious 
sin that is not <:!asily recognizable. 

Abra ham a lso ev idenced a generous 
and unsel fis h spirit. Genesis 13 :5-12 
conta ins the account of the conflic t be
tween the herdsmen o f A bra ham a nd 
those of his nephew, Lot. As the e lder 
a nd more powerful o f the two , he co uld 
have exerted his posit io n a nd taken 
wha t he wanted. Instead, he gave Lot 
first choice, a nd Lo t chose the well· 
wa tered plain which was the choice 
la nd. Ironica ll y, however , God re turned 
this very land to Abraha m . T here is a 
thread through the life o f Abraham re
vealing a confidence in God ' s purpose 
through h im. There are two o ccasions 
when Abra ham lied , o nce int roducing 
his wife as his siste r, a nd second ly w hen 
Abra ha m and Sarah grew impa tient and 

A braham had a child by H aga r. He su f
fered lapses o f fai th such as we d o. 

Abraha m did estate pla nn ing . I sus
pect that a few of us have ever given 
thoug ht to Abrah2.m doing estate plan
ning. What did he do? There a re several 
verses recorded in Genesis 25:5-8 which 
suggest that Abra ha m did two things : 
I . H e gave th e bulk of his esta te to 
Isaac, who was the so n o f promise. 
2. H e ga v·e gifts while he was living to 
the sons of his concubines. I like verse 
eight which sta tes, "Abraham b reathed 
his last a nd died in a ripe old age , an 
old man a nd satisfied with life . . .. " 
Abra ha m had his struggles but ended 
life satis fi ed. There is something com
menda ble a bo ut ending this li fe with a 
positi ve testim o_ny. 

It is eviden t that A braham gave 
thought to the disposition of his posses
sio ns before he died . Really, tha t is 
wha t estate pla nning is a ll abou t. It is 
giving though t and p rayer as to how 
your possessio ns can be passed on in an 
effecti ve and efficient way . In our soci
ety this can be d one through a will , 
trust agreement or o ther esta te pla nning 
vehicles . T he important thing is fo r us 
to be Christian in our stewa rdship of 
possessio ns , recognizing God as the 
righ tful owner. 

There are a t least three benefits to 
good esta te p lanning: 
I . Living benefits- to maximize the use 

of yo ur possessio ns while li ving. 
2. Family benefits-to help yo ur fam

ily members accord ing to their 
needs. 

3. God's work- to benefi t the local 
chu rch and N.A.B . Con ference re
la ted minist ries by sharing from your 
possessio ns . 

We can conclude tha t A braham was a 
good s teward. Wha t kind o f a steward 
a re yo u? 

YOU MUST HAVE AN 
ESTATE PLAN . . . 

To meet your pe rsonal needs ... 
• To provide for persons o f your 

c oncern ... 
• To ac hieve your giving goals .. . 

Write today for the free t ro
chures. 

0 "Joint Owne rs hi p Can Cost Yo u 
Mo re" 

0 " Wis hing Wo n't Make It 
So .. . but 

Es tate Pla nning Will." 

Na me _________ _ _ ~ 

Address _ _______ _ _ _ 

Send to: Rev. Everett A. Barker, North 
American Baptist Conference, 1 So. 210 
Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, VIiia 
Park, IL 60181. Phone (312) 495-2000. 
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS 

RED DEER,AB,CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by LeRoy Moser 

Alberta's fourth largest city is beautiful Red Deer, City 
of Pines, nestled midpoint between Edmonton and Cal
gary. With a population of more than 36,000 i t con
tinues to grow steadily, about 6 percent a year since 
1974. 

Community Baptist Church became a reality here on 
January 18, when four families met for Bible study and 
prayer to form a nucleus a nd begin a new church 
ministry. Excited and enthused we looked forward to 
our first Sunday school and worship service. We started 
with four Sunday school classes: pre-school, primary, 
junior and adults . Our attendance thri lled us, when 82 
were present at the G. H. Dawe Community Centre, a 
school with beautiful and adequate facilities! People met 
who were there as a r esult of door to d oor visita tio n, 
radio and newspaper coverage! People from all walks of 
life ! People who were curious, people who were inter
ested , some would be faithful, others wouldn't return, 
and others were yet to come! 

Since our first Bible study we now have a total of 30 
people attending three different Bible studies. Our Sun
day services are well attended, as we see new people 
come and show their interest in Community Baptist and 
its ministry. 

We are presently negotiating on a two-acre land site in 
north Red Deer, where the major residental develop
ments are taking place. About 1635 units will be de
veloped in the next year. With only three evangelical 
churches in north Red Deer, the potential of winning 
soul s for Christ and reaching the community is far 
beyond our comprehension . 

We do not anticipate any real growth until this fall , 
and then the Lord only knows where we go from here. 
"We_'ve .con:e this far by faith , leaning on the Lord, 
trusting m h~s holy Word, he's never fa iled us yet! " 

O ur task is great! We appreciate your gifts and con
tinued prayer support. Without God's Jo ve and power 
and your concern our labors here would be fruitl ess! 
Your. designated gifts for the ministry of Community 
~aptls t Church may be sent to the North A merican Bap
tist Con ference, l So. 210 Summit Ave Oakbrook Ter-
race, IL 601 81 . 0 ' 

T_he Rev. LeRoy Moser is the pastor of Community Bap
lis t Church, Red Deer, AB. 
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A musical group from Calgary played for the young church In June. .. 
COMMUNllY 

APJISl CHURCH 
S.45AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL • •• 
11.DDIM 

IDANINC WORSHIP S!AYl 

II!' • -

Pastor LeRoy Moser wi th family. Sunday school class in session. 

Pastor Moser conducting worship service at the Community Centre In 
Red Deer. 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Mr. and Mrs. Harley Heffington of Mt. 
Sterling, MO, were honored on their fifti
eth wedding anniversary at a potluck din
ner at Pin Oak Baptist Church on April 
28, 1978. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Assaf Husmann, Boca 
Raton, FL, observed their fiftieth wed· 
ding ann iversary at a luncheon program, 
May 20, 1978, in First Baptist Church, 
Newton Square, PA. Close to 100 rela
tives and friends attended with son, 
George, servi ng as toastmaster. It was a 
happy time o f well-wishing, Christian 
fellowship and reminiscing arou nd the 
tables, interspersed with musical selec
tions. 

Predominent tributes paid the Hus
mann s by those who had been under 
their dynamic leadership, beginning as 
newly weds in 1928 in Tacoma, WA, fol
lowed by frui tful ministries in Philadel
phia PA and Woodside, L.I., NY, were 
thei; dedication, their hospi tality, and 
their love for their constituents which 
surmounted diff icul ties, solved problems 
and bound them together in the work of 
the Lord. Rev. Husmann also served the 
North American Baptist Conference in 
promotional work and as a professor ~n 
our Seminary, when it was located in 

Rochester, NY. Although "offic ially" 
retired in 1965, he later rendered in
valuable service in interim pastorates. 
(Eva Yung, reporter.) 

BANFF AB " Deeper Dimensions into 
God's Word;' was the theme of the 22nd 
Alberta Baptist Women's Retreat held 
May 4-6, 1978, as 378 ladies met at the 
Banff Springs Hotel under the capable 
leadership of our president, Mrs. Ellen 
Breitkreuz. 

A special missionary project of 
$1 0,000, designated for our Cameroon 
and Brazil missions, was adopted for the 
coming year. . 

Our guest speaker, Mi ss Connie Land
strom, Camrose, AB, challenged us to go 
deeper into God's Word. We evaluated 
our own devotional l ife and were given 
tools and methods for Bible study. 

Missionary Sara Lo u Pasic iel reported 
on the changing role o f " Women . 1n 
Cameroon." She said, " The greatest JOY 
fo r a m issio nary is to experience the 

power of our prayers for them." 
Mrs. Verna Michelson, missionary to 

Cameroon, related many personal ac
counts as to how God was faithful to his 
Word . (Lillian Grabke, reporter.) 

COLUMBUS, NE. Three young persons 
were baptized by the Rev. William Effa 
and received into the membership of 
Shell Creek Bapt ist Church on May 7. 

On May 11 the W.M .S. had its annual 
mother-daughter dessert supper at the 
church. Featured speaker o f the evening 
was Miss Jewell Olson, a nurse who is 
on furlough from service in Zaire, Africa, 
with the Africa Inland Mission. 

Warren Hoffman, Sioux Falls, SD, 
spoke at a banquet in honor of four re· 
cent graduates belonging to the church 
on May 23. 

The Shell Creek Baptist Church ho n
ored its pastor with a recog nition service 
for 25 years in the Christian ministry on 
June 4. A classmate, the Rev. Manuel 
Wolff, Lorraine, KS, was guest speaker. 
Also, the Rev. H. J. Waltereit, a former 
pastor of the William Effas, visi ting in 
the area, participated in the service. A 
reception in honor o f Pastor and Mrs. El
la's silver wedding anniversary followed 
in the afternoon. (M rs. William Effa, 
reporter.) 

NIAGARA FALLS, NY. Queenston 
Heights Park near Niagara Falls was the 
place where about 200 young people 
from the Eastern Association gathered 
for their annual Picnic on June 4. 
Planned by the association executive, 
and in part icular by Marg Krueger of 
Toronto and Mark Woods of Hamilton, all 
you ng people had a good time. Mark 
Woods, the youth pastor of the German 
Mission Church in Hamilton, led the 
young people in a chal lenging service 
both in the morning and as the young 
people fin ished off the day in the late 
afternoon. (Wenzel Hanik, reporter.) 

EMERY, SD. On Sunday evening , June 
11 , an impressive ordination ceremony 
was held for John L. Terveen who is go· 
Ing into full-time ministry in Orego n. Or. 
Lee McDonald, N.A.B. Seminary, gave the 
ordination sermon. The Rev. Clarence 

Walth led the ordination prayer and Rev. 
C. Hiatt gave the charge to the candi · 
date. The Rev. John Terveen c losed the 
service with the benediction, after which 
an informal time of fellowship was held. 

WILSONVILLE OR. The Rev. Dennis 
Angell was ordained into the Christian 
ministry by the Stafford Baptist Church 
on June 4, 1978. At this service the Rev. 
David Needham brought the ordination 
sermon and prayer. The Rev. Duane Dun
ham and the Rev. Henry Barnet gave the 
charge to the candidate and the charge 
to the church respectively. The Rev. Fred 
Moore welcomed Mr. Angell into the 
ministry. 

An ordination counc il consisting of 33 
ministers, lay delegates and invited 
guests from 11 churches of the Oregon· 
Idaho Association met at Stafford Bap
tist Church on June 1, 1978, at which 
time the cou ncil recommended that Mr. 
Angell be ordained. The Rev. Henry 
Barnet was appointed moderator and 
Mrs. Donna Mitchell, clerk, of the coun· 
ci l. (Donna Mitchell, clerk.) 

TURTLE LAKE. ND. The Tu rtle Lake Bap
tist Church held a reception for their new 
pastor and wife, Pastor and Mrs. Dennis 
Goodin and daughter, Jennifer, on June 
18, when he began his ministry here. 
Mercer and Underwood Baptist Churches 
and the local area churches were invited. 

\ 

Pastor Perry Makeeff led the service in 
the si nging of hymns after which Pastor 
Perry Schnabel led in prayer. Several 
people shared in testimonies and 
through musical numbers. Pastor Al len 
Gerber gave the message o f the evening . 

Pastor and Mrs. Goodin responded 
with their personal testi monies. Pastor 
Goodin is a 1977 graduate of the Dallas 
Seminary. (Doris lindteigen, reporter.) 

CLEVELAND OH. Five persons were 
baptized by 't he Rev. William McLatchie 
on June 4, 1978, at the Hillcrest Baptist 
Church. A time of rejoicing with a pot
luck dinner followed the morning wor
ship. 

The new members received the hand 
of fellowship preceding the communion 
service on June 11, 1978. (Bertha Mihovk, 
reporter.) 

GLADWIN, Ml. On June 11 , 1978, nine 
persons were baptized by the Rev. Wins
ton Decker at the Round Lake Baptist 
Church. They were extended the hand of 
fellowship and added to the church 
membership, a long with four others by 
letter and profess ion, the fo llowing Sun· 
day morning. 

Frank Bettig , graduate of the Grand 
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Rapids School of the Bible and Music, 
wi ll be our youth worker fo r the summer 
months. Great things are being planned 
for the spiritual uplifting of our youth. 
(Jean Kleiss, reporter.) 

CRAWFORD, TX. On April 8, 1978, the 
Rev. Marcus Munson, pastor of Canaan 
Baptist Church, baptized three persons. 

Mr. Munson, his wife, Judy, and four· 
year·ol.d daughter, Micki, have been our 
pastor and family since Aug. 28, 1977, at 
which t ime he was a student at South· 
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Ft. Worth, TX. On May 12, 1978, he re
ceived his Master of Divinity degree. 

In the ten months Mr. Munson has 
been with us, we have welcomed eight 
new members to our Church fellowship. 

On Mother's Day, May 14, the church 
honored Frank (Pauline) Hodel, the old· 
est living member of our Church, in rec· 
ognition of her fai thfulness as a ~ther 
and church member as well as the oldest 
mother attending the services. She is 97. 
A short narration of her life was read; 
pictures were displayed, and she was 
presented a corsage from the church. 
(Mrs. Rose Marie Freyer, reporter.) 

HUNTER, KS. The Ladies' Mission Circle 
of Bethany Baptist Church was privi· 
leged to have the Rev. and Mrs. Edwin 
Michelson, missionaries to Cameroon, as 
their guests for their anniversary pro
gram, March 7, 1978. 

On Apri l 14·16, the church observed its 
100th anniversary with the Rev. Robert E. 
Salstrom, Dallas Theological Seminary, 
as guest speaker. Former pastors and 
wives who also had a part In the program 
were the Rev. and Mrs. John Heer, 
Rochester, NY, the Rev. and Mrs. John 
Wood, Benson, AZ, and the Rev. and 
Mrs. R. H. Zepik, Bismarck, ND. Area 
secretary, the Rev. Milton Zeeb, Kansas 
City, gave the closing message. The Rev. 
Doug las Anderson Is the pastor. (Mrs. 
Robert Wirth, reporter.) 

ST. JOSEPH, Ml. The Board of Christian 
Ed ucation, First Bapt ist Church, spon· 
sored an awards night, May 21. Receiving 
awards were children and young people 
from the Whirlybird, Trailblazer, Shikari 
and Awana Boys programs. These young 
people meet each Wednesday night as a 
part of the family night program. Many 
visitors attended. 

Leaders of the programs are Whirly-
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birds, Audrey Littman; Trailblazers Wil· 
meth Buller; Shikari s, Debbie Mile;; and 
Awana Boys, Lloyd Bush. Many other 
men and women of the church assist 
these leaders each Wednesday night. 
The Rev. Charles Littman, pastor, led the 
awards night program. (Vera Zwar, 
reporter.) 

PRINCE GEORGE, BC. With great joy we 
witnessed the baptism of seven young 
people and three adults on April 30, 
1978, at the Bethel Baptist Chu rch. We 
praise the Lord for each one of them. At 

the Communion Service, immediately fol· 
lowing the baptism, the hand of tel· 
lowship was extended to these ten new 
members. They are pictured with · our 
pastor, Ernest A. Hoffmann. (Ingrid 
Pankonin, reporter.) 

GROSSE POINTE, Ml. May 4, 5, and 6 
were days filled with excitement and 
much blessing at the Grosse Pointe Bap· 
tist Church, as they hosted the eighth 
annual Michigan Association session. 

The Women's Union held their annual 
luncheon and business meeting on Sat
urday with 160 in attendance. The presl· 
dent, Mrs. Jan Fenner, called the busi· 
ness session to order. It was decided to 
send $500.00 to the N.A.B. International 
Office to be used to cover shipping 
charges for White Cross work to Camer
oon. 

The new officers elected for a two-year 
term were Mrs. Froh Hiller, president, 
and Mrs. Ardath Effa, secretary. An offer
ing was taken for the cont inuation of our 
work. 

. A short program followed featuring 
p1~no selections by Mrs. Dorothy Cum
mins and vocalist, Dr. Claire Scheele 
Our guest speaker, N.A.B. women's work 
d i rect~r. M_iss Laverna Mehlhaff, brought 
us an inspiring message on the women's 
work in the church and how our hands 
can be used in many ways to serve the 
Lord. (M rs. Helen Koppin, retiring secre
tary.) 

GRAND ~OAKS , ND. The Rev. Dale Axt 
was ordained at Grace Baptist Church on 
June 4, 1978. He received his bachelors 
degree from the University of North Da· 
kola and a Master o f Divinity degree 
from . the. North American Baptist Semi· 
nary in Sioux Falls, SD. 
. The ministers present for the ordina· 

t1on service .were the Rev. Frank Unruh, 
Ca!~ary Baptist, Carrington, ND, the Rev 
Phili p Voss, Grafton Baptist, ND, th~ 

Rev. Alvin Harsch, hospital chaplain, 
Grand Forks, ND, the Rev. Leslie Albus, 
Grace Baptist, Grand Forks, ND, and the 
Rev. Bill Keple, Grand Forks, ND. 

Lloyd Axt, father of Dale Axt read the 
scripture. Rev. Axt is the new pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Sidney, MT. 

The ordination counci l, consisting of 
17 delegates from eight churches, met 
on May 13, 1978, for examinat ion of Mr. 
Dale Axt. (Mrs. Bonita J. Shambaugh, 
reporter.) 

ST. JOSEPH, Ml. The Woman's Mis· 
sionary Gu ild of the First Baptist Church 
sponsored the moth er-daughter banquet 
on May 12 in the church fellowship hall. 
155 mothers, daughters and guests were 
served a delicious dinner, cooked by the 
church women and served by the church 
men. Program guests were the Sherwood 
Singers and puppets from Wyoming, Ml. 
The dining room was decorated with 
miniature puppets and spring flowers. 

Outgoing W.M.G. president, Mrs. 
James Talbot, led the prayer of dedica· 
lion for the new 1978·79 W.M.G. officers. 
Newly installed officers are president, 
Mrs. Kenneth Behr; f irst vice presiden t, 
Mrs. Russel Nordine; second vice presi· 
dent, Mrs. Genevieve Sahl in; secretary, 
Mrs. Elmer Parchert; and treasurer, Mrs. 
Francis Wi lder. (Vera Zwar, reporter.) 

OCHRE RIVER, MB. The Grace Baptist 
Church is grateful for the seven new 
members, pictured along with the Rev. 
Helmut Poschwatta, who were received 
into the membership on May 14, 1978. 
During the evening service s ix candi· 
dates followed the Lord in believer's bap· 

tlsm. Following the baptismal service, we 
observed the Lord's Supper; those bap· 
tized received the hand of fell owship 
along with one young women who was 
received into the membership by letter. 
(Fred J. Amman, reporter.) 

DETR011 , Ml. During Apri l 8·16, 1978, the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church celebrated its 
27th an nual world m issions conference. 
Our theme was " Our Mission is Mis· 
sions." Our hearts were challenged with 
messages from the Rev. Peter Deyneka 
Jr., president, Slavic Gospel Associat ion 
and the Rev. Phili p Armst rong, president ' 
Far Eastern Gospel Crusade. We als~ 
heard first-hand reports from mission· 
aries from Africa, South America and 
~urope. We praise the Lord for mot ivat· 
ing. us to reach a special conference of· 
fering goal of $20,000. This brings our 

annual missions commitment to over 
$100,000 annually. We are also pleased 
that several o f our young people served 
in short-term summer missions in Col· 
orado, Hait i, and Israel. The Rev. William 
Cummins is pastor. 

EMERY, SD. The Rev. C. Hiatt, pastor, 
First Bapt ist Church, was recently hon· 
ored by being selec ted for inclusion in 
the 1978 edi tion of Outstanding Young 
Men of America. He was selected from 
nominat ions received from senators, con· 
gressmen, governors, mayors, university 
and college presidents as well as c ivic 

groups. Rev. Hiatt has been pastor at 
First Baptis t since June 20, 1974. The 
Board of Deacons and their wives spon
sored a pot-luck dinner on June 11 wi th 
Rev. and Mrs. Hiatt and family and Barry 
Seifert, Marion, KS, as guests of honor. 
Larry Weaver, chairman of the Deacon 
Board, presented a beautifully decorated 
cake to Pastor Hiatt as an expression of 
love and appreciation for receiving the 
award. 

KELOWNA, BC. Members of Trinity Bap· 
list Church, as well as friends from 
neighboring ch urches, met on June 4, 
1978, for the dedication to the glory of 
God of the new addition to our educa
tional uni t. The Rev. Hans Wilcke, area 
secretary , was the guest speaker. The 
new addit ion doub les our educational 
fac ilit ies and includes a lovely mu ltipur
pose room, large bright classrooms, as 
well as a basement area for future devel· 
opment into workshops for Boys' Bri· 
gade. This addit ional space wi ll assist us 
greatly as we t ry to reach out to boys 
and girls i n the community. The Rev. 
Richard Hohensee is pastor. (E. Hoffman, 
reporter.) 

MT. STERLING, MO. Dr. Richard Schi lke, 
general secretary of the North American 
Bapt is t Missions Department, and wi fe 
spoke at the Pin Oak Baptist Church on 
Apri l 28, 1978. The occasion was the ded· 
ication o f the new baptistry and class· 
room along with the decoration of the 
sanctuary. 

Dr. Sch ilke spoke at the morning ser· 
vice on the development of missions. He 
delivered the dedicatory message at the 

afternoon service. The Rev. Warren 
Rikard and family provided music fo r the 
services. A time of refreshments fo l· 
lowed. (Phyllis Rikard, reporter.) 

LEDUC, AB. On May 28 a baptismal ser· 
vice was held at Temple Baptist Church 
at which time four persons followed t h~ 
Lord in baptism. At a commun ion serv ice 
on June 4, our pastor, the Rev. John 
Martens, extended the hand of fello w
ship to them and five others who joined 
by letter. (Vi Fleck, reporter.) 

GRAND FORKS, ND. During May and 
June the fol lowing families: Harsch, 
Mariano, Zimmerman, Derman, and per
sons: Greg Schroeder, Betty Staveteig 
and Bonita Shambaugh, provided music 
for evening worship at Grace Baptist 
Church. 

The annual church picnic was held at 
Turtle River State Park, Arvilla, ND, June 
11. A candy hunt, games and vesper ser· 
vices were included in the good time of 
fun and fellowship had by all. The Rev. 
Robert Penner is pas tor. (Mrs. Bonita J. 
Shambaugh, reporter.) 

WATERTOWN, WI. Dr. G. K. Zimmerman 
spoke at the morning worship service 
and a special afternoon service cele· 
brat ing the 50th anniversary of the 
building of the First Baptist Church, May 
21, 1978. The morning service was 
followed by a fellowship dinner. 

In the afternoon service, a brief sum· 
mary of our church's history was pre· 
sented, followed by Dr. Zimmerman's 
challenge for us. The Rev. Allan Kranz is 
pastor of our church. (Mrs. Allen Timm, 
reporter.) 

WASH BURN AND BEULAH, ND. Two 
churches, Washburn and Beulah Baptist 
Churches, held a joint baptismal service, 
at which t ime a total of 13 were recog· 
nized as members of the two churches. 
The service was held Sunday evening, 
April 16, at Washburn. 

Four from Beulah were bapt ized, and 
one was received by testimony. .... 

Two from the Washburn Church were 
baptized, and two were received by letter 
of testimony. Others pictured include 
those who have been received Into the 
Washburn church in recent months. 

Pastor Herman Kesterke, pastor at 
Beulah, and Pastor Bernard Edinger, 
Washburn. are pictured with the others. 
Rev. Kesterke brought the evening 
message and assisted Pastor Edinger In 
the communion service following bap· 
tism. (Bernard Edinger, pastor.) 

CALGARY, AB. Temple Baptist Church 
congratu lates Elli Schock, a member of 
our church on her graduat ion from 
Prai rie Bible School on Apri l 9, 1978. Karl 
Fech, also a member of our church, is 
s tudying at Oxford University, England. 

The Laura Reddig Mission Circle of 
our church presented its annual program 
with Dr. Harry Hiller, Calgary, AB, as 
guest speaker on the theme, " Strength· 
ening the Christ ian Home." 

On May 7, eight new members were 
received into the membership of our 
church. Five were received by baptism 
and three by testimony. The Marksmen, a 
group from Edmonton, presented an ex
cellent gospel concert on May 7. On 
Mother' s Day, May 14, parents dedicated 
their babies during the morning service. 
The Sunday school and young people 
presented a program in the evening; sev· 
eral wrote their own poems as t ributes to 
their mothers. The Rev. Franz Schmidt is 
pastor. (Irene Wirzba, reporter.) 

SPRUCE GROVE, AB. On March 26 an· 
other special day of rejoicing occurred 
as our congregation witnessed four bap· 
tisms. Pastor Harold E. Weiss (pictured 
at right) welcomed seven new members 
into the church. 

Our church family was greatly blessed 
by Mr. and Mrs. Doug Gilmore's Family 
Crusade, April 23·27. Dressed in the 
Eastern shepherd's ful l attire, and with 
his delightfu l pet lamb, Patty, by his 
side, the shepherd capt ivated the young 
audience each evening as he recounted 
and dramatized Bible stories. Many 
neighborhood children were also drawn 
to the program ; approximately 50 deci· 
sions were made. Through th is outreach 
there are several enthusiastic new'. 
comers to our Stockade, Pioneer Girls 
and Sunday School. (Christa Mrazil 
reporter.) ' 

SPRUCE GROVE, AB. A time of sharing 
t hankful praises to the Lord by our Park· 
land Bapt ist Church congregation oc
curr~d on March 12 when an appreciation 
service was held in honor of our mother 
church, Meadowlark Baptist, West Ed· 
monton. 

Personal and family test imonies were 
shared as well as a brief account of the 
growth of the Christian Service Brigade 
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program. Special musical numbers by 
the youth orchestra, children's and adult 
choir, youth group! a family piano .solo, 
and a Pioneer Girls duet were inter
spersed in the program. 

Our heartfelt thanks for many gracious 
supportive ministries to our Parkland 
Church and for continued prayerful and 
financial assistance by our mother 
church was expressed by several leaders 
to the congregation of Meadowlark Bap
tist Church. The Rev. Harold Weiss is 
pastor. (Christa Mrazil, reporter.) 

REG INA, SK. Faith Baptist Church held 
another baptismal service May 14, 1978. 
The 13 persons baptized during the past 
year were all adults. We thank the Lord 
for the conversions during the past few 
months. 

In the evening service on May 21, the 
film, "Pi lgrim's Progress," was shown to 
a large audience. On May 28 Wf: observed 
"Happy Birthday, Regina" in recognition 
of Regina's 75th anniversary. The mayor 
brought greetings on behalf of city coun
cil. The Rev. Richard Quiring is pastor. 
(Vera Rosom, reporter.) 

new members were received by baptism. 
The Rev. B. Lawrence Sweeney is the 
pastor. (Carol Leider, reporter.) 

ELK GROVE VILLAGE, IL May was a 
most meaningfu l month with great his
torical significance at Tri-Community 
Baptist Church. On May 19 the Illinois 
Association met in council session to of
ficially hear our presentation for mem
bership in to the Association and the 
North American Baptist Conference. The 
Recognit ion Council is recommending 
that the Association accept Tri-Commu
nity Baptist Church into the Association 
by extending the hand of fellowship at 
its fall session. 

On May 21 we shared in our second 
joint bapt ismal service with the Bloom
ingdale Baptist Church. Seven adult can
didates gave witness to their faith and 
desi re to follow their Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

On May 28 we officially opened our 
charter membership. What a special joy 
to see the birth of a new dynamic Chris
tian fel lowship. The Rev. Marvin K. 
Busenius is the pastor of this Church Ex
tension ministry. 

ANAf,000SE, NO. On May 7, 1978, the 
Anamoose Baptist Women's Mission So
ciety observed their 75th anniversary 
with a program and a tea. Mrs. Fred 
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Fuchs, Fessenden, ND, was the guest 
speaker. She chall enged us with the 
scripture verse, Psalm 40:3a. Guests 
from the neighboring churches enjoyed 
the fellowship and lunch around small 
tables amid spring flowers and decora
tions. (Agnes Faul, reporter.) 

LOR RAINE, KS. of the First Baptist 
Church, experienced many blessings 
since Jan. 1, 1978, as we celebrated our 
100th anniversary. On one memorable oc
casion, we removed the box from our 
cornerstone. It was placed in our present 
church on Nov. 28, 1937. Names of many 

of our members ·were enclosed in this 
box along with · a Baptist Herald and 
many other precious items. Dr. Pieter 
Smit, who placed the items in this box at 
that time, removed the box and to ld 
many interesting stories from our his
tory. (Elda Perkins, church reporter.) 

ME DICINE HAT. AB. Temple Baptist 
Church hosted the Alberta Baptist Asso
ciation June 6-9, 1978, with the theme 
being "Christian Maturity." The modera
tor is the Rev. Ron Berg. 

Mrs. Sara Lou Pasiciel, missionary to 
Cameroon, did a fine job of presenting 
rnissions. Dr. Roy Seibel, our keynote 
speaker, made us mindful of our need to 
grow daily toward spiritual maturity. 

Among the highlights of the services 
were personal testimonies by laymen 
and laywomen, who had passed through 
deep waters or had otherwise experi
enced God's presence in a special way. 

'.riday night was Youth night with Dr. 
Seibel challenging young people to make 
up their own minds as to who Christ is. 
The youth then met informally at a fe l
lowship time at Grace Baptist Church. 

Saturday afternoon the Medicine Hat 
High School was the scene of youth ac
tivities. 

. At the Saturday evening banquet, Mr. 
Dick Sherman explained and demon
strated various types of music with his 
p~rsonal t~stirnony of how God had Jed 
him from sinner to Christian. (Art Freitag 
re~~~ , 

JAME :HO~N , NO, Temple Baptist 
c.hu.rch 1nv1ted an ordination council con
s1st1ng of delegates and pastors from 
s~ven area churches to examine Douglas 
B1~t~e for ordination into the Christian 
ministry on May 27. He had previously 

served our church as youth and choir 
director while attending Jamestown Col· 
lege. Whi le he served here, God called 
Doug to full-t ime service for him. He 
then attended and graduated in May 1978 
from the North American Baptist Semi· 
nary. 

On Sunday afternoon, May 28, after 
the church and council minutes were 
read, Dr. J. Gordon Harris of the North 
American Baptist Seminary gave the or
dination sermon; the Rev. B. A. ltterman 
gave the ordination prayer; the Rev. 
George Robinson the charge to the 
church; the Rev. Clarence Walth the 
charge to the candidate, and Mrs. Dorene 
Walth the charge to the candidate's wife. 
The hand of fellowship and welcome into 
the ministry was extended by the Rev. 
Ron Mayforth, North Central Area secre
tary. The Rev. George Robinson, host 
pastor, presented the certificate of or
dination. Special music was provided by 
Carol Staiger and the Rev. and Mrs. Ted 
Faszer. 

A fellowship dinner was served by the 
Jamestown and Medina ladies. Mrs. 
Doug Bittle is the fo rmer Patty Staiger of 
Medina. This was a great day for all who 
attended this very impressive service. 
(Mrs. Theodore Meisch, reporter.) 

BURLINGTON. ON. Flags of the nations, 
dolls of the world, art icles from our mis· 
s ion fields and flags made to represent 
the various organizations of our church 
decorated the Pineland Baptist Church 
during our Missionary Conference, April 
23·26, 1978. 

Miss Ruby Salzman reported about the 
work being done on the miss ion field. 
During the service, a long distance call 
was made to Florence Mi ller, a m ission· 
ary we support in Japan. II was exci ting 
to hear about her work, as the Rev. Wal· 
ter Kerber, pastor, asked her questions. 
The phone was hooked up to our P.A. 
system, so all could hear the answers. 
The Rev. Edwin Michelson, Cameroon, 
helped us ident ify with people of 
Cameroon through a s lide presentation. 

Monday evening, after a pot-luck sup· 
per, the Randells told us about preparing 
for the mission field in New Guinea. We 
saw the movie, " Peace Child." 

Tuesday we had an enriching evening 
listening to a panel discussion with three 
missionaries, Mr. George Baab, the Rev. 
David Burgess and Dr. Ernest Pasic iel. 

The con ference ended Wednesday 
with Mr. Ed Hoepner, missionary, Carn· 
eroon, sharing the growth he has ex· 
perienced in his spiritual life through the 
various trials he faced. (Maria Hanik, 
reporter.) 

in . memoriam 
FRANK ALBUS was born March 17, 1885, In Foster 
County, ND, and died on June 4, 1978, In Bismarck, 
ND, at the age of 93 years. On Dec. 12, 1912, he l'llar
ried Louise Kuehn. He was baptized, became a mem
ber of Calvary Baptist Church, Carrington, ND, In 1920 
and served as Sunday school teacher and deacon for 
many years. Preceded in death by his wife, he Is sur· 
vived by two daughters: Ella Gerlltz, Springfield, OH 
and Mrs. Phil (Marie) Brennan, Bismarck, ND; one son' 
Col. Leslie A lbus, Grand Forks, ND; one brother, Ar'. 
thur; one sister, Mrs. Pauline Seibold; six grandchll· 
dren, and six great·grandchlldren. The Rev. Frank 
Unruh and the Rev. N. E. McCoy officiated at the ser· 
vice. 

EDNA E. (KROLL) BANSMER of Lodi, CA, was born 
June 29, 1902, In Parkston, SD, and died March 20, 
1978, In Lodi. She committed her l ife to the Lord In 
January 1911 and was later baptized In American Falls, 
ID, In May 1916. She married Emil N. Bansmer on Aug. 
18, 1922, In Lodi. Together they worked for the Lord In 
Melrose Baptist Church of Oakland for over 30 years. 
During World War II they had several hundred service 
men in their home where they ministered to their phys
ical and spiritual needs. She was a special friend to a 
number of German displaced persons whom the 
church sponsored. During the last years she was an 
active and fai th ful member of the First Baptist Church. 
She Is survived by her husband, Emil: her daughter and 
son-ln·law: Beverly and Roy Lee; two granddaughters: 
Cheryl Clark and Gall Washer; four great·grandchlldren, 
and a brother, Curti s Kro ll. The Rev. Jake Leverelte 
and the Rev. Gus Rauser officiated at the funeral ser
vice. 

GENERAL COUNCIL 
(Continued from page 6) 

MRS. EVA GARTNER, 85, a resident of Bismarck Bap
tist Home, ND, died there on May 19, 1978. The former 
Eva Buechler was born Dec. 1, 1892, In Wishek, ND, 
and grew up In Tripp, SD. She married John Gar1ner on 
Jan. 9, 1913. They farmed near Tripp and Goodrich, 
ND, moving to Bismarck In 1969. Mr. Gartner died In 
1969. She leaves four sons: Reuben, Lodi, CA, Herbert 
and Harry, Bismarck, and Willi s, McClusky, ND; seven 
grandchildren; five great.grandchildren, and two half 
sisters, Mrs. Leora Gesellchen and Elsie Lang. The 
Rev. Ron Norman and the Rev. Orville Meth were the 
officiating ministers. 

HERBERT W. JANZEN was born to Henry and Carrie 
Janzen on Oct. 25, 1900, near Lorraine, KS, and died 
March 25, 1978. At the age of 19, he accepted the Lord, 
was baptized and joined First Baptist Church, Lorraine. 
He married Inez B. Janssen, June 2, 1921. He was a 
farmer and stockman. Survivors Include three sons; 
Thelbert, Geneseo, Melvin, Lorraine, and Edwin, Hays; 
a daughter: Mrs. Edna Perkins, Lorraine; four brothers: 
Edward, Wilbert, LeRoy, and A lbert ; three sisters: Mrs. 
Edna Schroeder, Mrs. Nelly Nelson, and Mrs. Thelma 
Kinnear, 11 grandchildren, and five great-grandchil· 
d ren. The Rev. Herbert Vetter officiated at the service. 

HEN RY MATIIS, 73, of Coeur d'Alene, ID was born 
Oct. 14, 1904, at Eureka, SD, and died May 25, 1978. He 
farmed near Hettinger, ND, and moved to Coeur 
d'Alene, ID, In 1970. He was a member of First Baptist 
Church. He Is survived by his wife, Lydia; two sons: 
Eugene, Hettinger, ND, and Bill, Potlatch, ID; two 
daughters: Elsie Clairmont, Bismarck, ND, and Lorraine 
Fulker, Aberdeen, SD; three brothers, six sisters, and 
nine grandchildren. One brother and his parents pre
ceded him in death. Pastor Kendrick Gould officiated 
at the service. 

THE REV. MAX G. MITTELSTAEDT was born Aug. 13, 
1905, In Zglerz, (Lodz) Poland. He accepted Christ as 
Savior, was baptized in 1917 and became a member of 
the Schmidt Strasse Baptist Church, Berli n, Germany. 
In 1926 he Immigrated to Canada. He entered Roches
ter Baptist Seminary, NY, In 1928 and graduated In 
1933. He was ordained In 1935 whi le serving Liberty 
Street Baptist Church, Meriden, CT. He served the 
following N.A.B. Conference churches: Liberty Street 

Baptist, Meriden, CT, 1934-1935; Shaker Square Bap
t i st, Cleveland, OH, 1935-1938; Immanuel Baptist, Kyle, 
TX, 1939-1943; and an American Baptist Church- First 
Baptist, Lebanon, OH, 1943- 1970. After retirement he 
continued to serve as Interim pastor In Dayton, Cleve
land, and Wilmington, OH, until the Sunday before his 
passing. He d ied April 7, 1978. The memorial service 
was held In the First Baptis t Church of Lebanon, 
where he had served for 27 years, with several minis· 
ters part icipating. The Rev. Peter Kemper, pastor of 
the church, officiated. 

ALVINA C. QUENZER, 75, born Oct. 27, 1902, In Mound 
City, SD, died May 9, 1978, In Meridian, ID. In 1920 she 
accepted Christ as her Savior. She memorized many 
Scripture passages which she referred to In her t ime 
o f suffering. She married George Quenzer on Feb. 14, 
1922, in Herried, SD. Both were baptized and joined 
the Baptist Church In Frledenfeld, Selfridge, ND, In 
1931. They farmed near Maple Leaf, SD, from 1922-35, 
and then southeast of Meridian, ID. She was preceded 
In death by her husband, George, and a son, George A. 
Survivors Include two daughters: Mrs. Alvina Unser, 
Kuna, ID, and Mrs. Irene Wllper, Fair Oaks, CA; four 
sons: Relnle, Emmett, ID, Milbert, Boi se, ID, Herbert, 
Star, ID, and Eugene, Meridian, ID; three brothers: An· 
drew H. Kunz, John Kunz, and Reinhart Kunz; four sis
ters: Rosalia Quenzer, Emma Schaible, Lydia Geigle, 
and Marie Schaib le; 25 grandchildren, and 23 great· 
grandchildren. Dr. Mack McCray officiated at the 
funeral service. 

MARIE BECKER SCHRENK, born June 25, 1901, at 
Goodrich, ND, to John and Barbara Mauch, died May 
24, 1978, In Salem, OR. Marie was baptized and Joined 
First Baptist Church, Goodrich, ND, In 191 9. She at· 
tended Northern Baptist Seminary. She marr ied the 
Rev. Emil Becker on June 25, 1926. Together they 
served seven churches In Ableman, WI, Hutchinson, 
MN, Washburn, ND, Herried, SD, Bethany, Vancouver, 
BC, Buena, WA, and New Leipzi g, ND. After Rev. 
Becker's death In 1958, she served as matron at the 
Bismarck Baptist Home for four years. Marie married 
Henry Schrenk on July 20, 1962. He died In 1973. Sur· 
vivers Include two daughters: Mr s. Orville (Virginia) 
Chapman and Mrs. Charles (Elaine) Morrison; two 
step-daughters, eight grandchildren, and two great· 
grandchildren. 

growing awareness in our churches for the need to share 
Christ. 

oon; there a re 17 missionaries in Nigeria now as com
pared to 2 in 1965. There are stable political conditions 
in Nigeria and Cameroon, so we need to work now. The 
Baptists of our mission work in Nigeria and Cameroon 
send an urgent request to us to continue supplying mis 
sio naries and subsidies to the conventio ns. 

Joe Sonnenberg, president of North American Baptist 
College, introduced Len Semrau , the new chairman of 
the Boa rd of Trustees . Sonnenberg announced the ap
pointments of Arthur Petrie as the new director . of de
velopment beginning in July, and Lou Suchenko as pro
fessor of Christian education as of May 1978. Sonnen
berg went on to speak of Canada being in a state of fer
ment at the present time : politcally, due to the unity 
question; economically, due to the boom, especi illy in 
the oil business; religiously, due to a religious vacuum 
where evangelicals can and are making inroads f :)r the 
first time in Canada. There is a great need for w; to ex
pand our work in Canada. 

Lyle Wacker, secretary of Church Extension reported 
that there is a good outlook for establishing 12 new 
churches in 1978 . Skyrocketing costs present a real prob
lem in this phase of N.A.B. Conference ministry. 
Church sites cost from $50,000 to $100,000, and church 
loans are needed up to $300,000. In the eleven years of 
Wacker's administra tion in Church Extension, he has 
seen a greater amount of decentralization to grassroots 
control in starting new churches . Forty Church Exten
sion commitlees or councils now do the work . Wacker 
also stated that Church Extension projects gave $52,000 
toward the 1977 Conference missions and ministries 
budget. 

The Church Ministries Depa rtment is seeking to help 
the local church improve in these areas: church fellow
ship, C hristian education, developing leaders in the 
church as well as helping people discover their abilities 
for service a nd outreach evangelism, according to Bruce 
Rich, general director of Church Ministries . There is a 

Len Semrau brought a request from the College Board 
of Trustees for a stand-by loan, with a maximum of 
$250,000; they are raising money to construct a much 
needed library building. 

Wayne Peterson, dean, N .A.B. Seminary reported that 
the seminary has graduated the largest class of students 
in its history. 

David Draewell , president of N.A.B. Seminary re
ported that the Seminary is purchasing the presid~nt's 
home belongin~ to Sioux Falls College. This home will 
be remodeled into an administration building for the 
Seminary. A half block of adjacent land is also being 

(Continued on page 3 I) 
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GOD'S VOLUNTEERS 
(Continued from page 7) 

in his provision of a summer job, doing 
his work. As I look forward to a sum
mer of growth, I am also anticipat ing 
another year as a God's Volunteer on 
the 1978-79 team . Praise the Lord for 
answered prayer! 

Karen L. Trax/ Music Section 
"In all thy ways acknowledge him 

and he shall direc t th y paths" (Prov. 
3:6). I 've experienced great joy this year 
as a God's Volunteer through discover
ing just exactly what God wants from 
me. I 've found that total commitment 
means acknowledging him in every area 
of my life, and then a ll the oppressions 
and problems I used to let rule me will 
fa ll into place. I know that God used 
me in many ways on the team this year 
through music, evangelism and sharing, 
but I a lso know that he made me strong 
through my service. Not a day goes by 
that I don't thank God for c laim ing 
what is rightfully his, a nd that is all of 
me. Jesus is Lord of my life! 

Paul Dykstra/Music Section 
"The joy of the Lord is my 

st rength!" I 've experienced joy in so 
many ways on the team th is year that it 
would be difficult to name them a ll. As 
I continued to look unto Christ for 
guidance and direction this second year 
of G .V. service, he answered prayer and 
pre~~red me for a brigh t future. My 
dec1s1on to go into full-time Christian 
service was enhanced by my opportuni
ties to gain confidence in my abi lities 
through acting as section leader and tak
ing a leadership role in services and per
formances. My greatest joy was in dis
covering just exactly wha t great th ings 
the Lord had planned for me, when I 
found o ut that I had been chosen as the 
assistant director of God's Volunteers 
for the '78-'79 year tour. It's the oppor
tun ity I've dreamed of, and I can only 
keep praising his name for the joy he 
has brought into my life . 

Mi riam Enslen/ Follow-Up Section 
One of the many th ings that stand out 

in my mind from the past year is the 
discovery of an uncounted number of 
people who are wi thout C hri st in their 
lives. Calling experiences opened my 
eyes to heart-break ing incidents involv
ing many lonely people, people who 
have had the unimaginable happen to 
them, people who are at a real low 
point in their lives . 1 've become aware 
of the responsibility we have as Chris
tians to reach out to others around us 
every day, and that it takes repeated 
contacts for them to realize Christ is the 
only way and that he gives real joy and 
growth. I plan to continue sharing 
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Christ a nd will make it a life-style, as 
go back to a job situation. 

Barry Seifert/ Music Section 
In summi ng up my year with G.V.'s, 

I would say I 've seen the importance of 
commi tment, meaning a daily, growing 
relationship with Christ. This does not 
mean calli ng upon God only when we 
a re in dire need, but rather d iscipli ning 
ourselves to communicate with God at 
all times whether we fee l the situation is 
good or bad. This type of commitment 
deve lops trust, a trust which bri ngs the 
type of peace and joy that only God can 
supply. I have been cha llenged to con
tinue to seek a deeper dai ly relationship 
with Christ, and through this be a more 
influencial witness for him. 

Marlene Ginter/Fol/ow-Up Section 
In my two years on God's Volunteers 

I 've experienced many things. T he 
greatest impact upon me is seei ng 
prayer , total fa ith and trust in act ion. 
What we as Christians can enjoy and 
experience if we only trust and pray is 
tru ly a great promise! In Arnprior, On
tario, we saw a body of believers that 
had been praying ferven tl y for li terally 
months before our work began, and the 
results of our crusade there were phe
nomenal. I t was beau:iful to see how 
the Lord answered prayer, and it served 
as an example to me in m y own life of 
how I could rest in placing my complete 
trust and faith in Christ. Now I am put
ting that into practice and am placing 
my life and futu re in hi s hands. I no 
longer worry about tomorrow, for God 
knows already what tomorrow will 
bring, and he will be with me! 

Scolt MacDonald / Follow-Up Section 
With three a nd a ha lf weeks o f tour 

left I found myself wrapped up in the 
busyness of the Lord's work, so busy 
that I found I lacked not in "quanti ty 
ti me", but in "quality time" I act ua lly 
spent with C h rist, listening and awa iting 
his guidance. About this time when I 
thought everyt hing was go ing grea t the 
Lord tes ted me. I pinched a nerve in my 
le ft hip during a bas ketba ll game, but I 
thanked him for it, even though I didn't 
understand it, because in I Thess. 5: 18 it 
sa~s,. " In everyth ing give thanks; for 
this 1s God's will for you in Chri st 
Jes.us." I a lso had a case o f laryngitis, 
wh1~h meant I couldn ' t even teach m y 
seminars. So, I felt tota lly useless in my 
rc:ile , on the team, but even tho ugh I 
d 1dn t understand , I thanked him for it 
and thi s drew me closer to God and t~ 
rely upon him for my s treng th each day. 
I look forward to my future days with 
C hri st and to next fall, when I wi ll be 
attending Biola College in Califo rnia . 

Janette S treuber/ Music Section 
A promise that has become real to me 

while on tou r this year is t ~1at of God's 
faithfu lness to his own .. '_V_nh each. new 
day bringing various ac11v1 11es and s itua
tions, he has provided blessings _t o learn 
and grow by, and has s l~O\V~ his go?d
ness and encouragement 111 times o f JOY 
and praise and in loneliness or discour
agement. I have been comforted by his 
st rength and constant nearness. I am ~n 
agreement with th.e songwn~:r who said 
"Great is Thy Fanh fu lness, and I can 
confidently claim that "Blessings have 
been all mine with ten thousand be
side" ! Praise the Lord, for I also have 
been fortunate enough to have the op
portunity to give of myself on the 
'78-'79 team next year! 

Dave Robinso n/ Music Section 
The Lord has given me the privi lege 

of serving with God's Volunteers for the 
past two years , on~ year on the '.ollow
up section, and this past yea~ w11h the 
mus ic section as sound tech111c1an, and 
it has been excit ing! Matt hew 9:37 says , 
" T he harvest is plen tiful , but the labor
ers are few.", Tru e, there are many peo
ple who haven't heard Christ's Good 
News, but the labors are few to share. 
This year my main goal is to be able to 
train and work with lay people in one
on-one disciplesh ip. T here will a lways 
be memories and joys in my mi nd, when 
I. think of sharing with others while a 
God's Volunteer-and excitement! 

You may feel thanks are due us as a 
volunteer team, but we wish to s incerely 
thank you for all you have given us w ith 
your love, support, and prayerful coop
eration! This common bond of love we 
all s hare as Christ's child ren is a beau
tifu l th ing to experience. It's true that 
"We are one in the spirit , we are one in 
the Lord and together we'll spread the 
news tha t God is in our land" ! Re
member, we're a ll God's Volunteers 
forever ! 0 

chuchle 
with bruno 

A riot is what happens when a non
violent demonstrator meets a peacefu l 
protest. 

Sign in a waiting room of the maternity 
ward in the hospi tal: "Call us any time 
of day or nigh t. We deliver. " 

The government beli eves that we tax
payers have what it takes. 

Graves tone inscript ion " H e lies here like 
he did elsewhere ." 

( 
• Three new churches were rece ived 
into the Alberta Associat ion at its an
nua l session: Park Meadows Baptist 
Church, Lethbridge, AB, the Rev. Bruce 
Merrifield, pastor: Sturgeon Valley Bap
tist Church, St. Albert, AB, the Rev. Ir
win Kujat, pastor; Smokey lake Baptist 
Church, Smokey lake, AB, with the 
Rev. August Grymalski, part-time in
terim pastor. The first two churches are 
church extension projects while the la t
ter is a congregation which was orga
nized under the Slavic Gospe l Associa
tion Miss ion . 

• Rev. Richard D. lord has accepted 
the call to be pastor of Trinity Baptist 
Church, Warren, MI. H e has been pas
tor of Central Baptist Church, Waco, 
TX, since 1976. 

• The Rev. Edwin J. Fuellbrandt 
became pastor o f Oakbank Baptist 
Church, Oakbank, MB, on June 11, 
1978. He had been assistant pastor of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Vancouver, 
BC, si nce 1976. 

WOMAN'S WORLD 
(Continued from page 15) 

the Lord knew we couldn't handle those 
problems and took care or them . 

Another concern of o urs was fi
nances. H ow would we support a fam ily 
of five? One of us needed a part-time 
job, and if it was me, John could study 
as he babysat. I began work ing part
time with Worldbook / Chi ldcraf1. Each 
month the amount of money that we 
needed came in. 1 was only able to work 
two days a week , and it was excit ing to 
watch the Lord provide. In our second 
year John was able to secure a job a s 
pastor of a s ma ll church 40 miles from 
Sioux Fall s. H ow great it was to watch 
him grow in 1 he Lord and see the Lord 
use him to reach out to people. 

Well, now you ask me if it has been 
wort h it. YES, without hesitation I 
would do it all over again. Twelve years 
ago when I accepted Christ a s my per
sona l Savior, he never promised me an 
easy road . M any t imes, though, since 
then I would star t 10 worry about 
th ings , and over and over a still small 
voice would say, "Diane, trust in me . I 
love you and won't let you down." Yes, 
there have been some rough times, but 
unt il we s tart trusting in the Lord and 
relying on him, we miss many of the 
blessings of seeing him work in o ur 
li ves . "Commit thy way un to the Lord; 
trust also in him, and he shall bring it 
to pass" (Ps. 37:5). 

mhaf's hDIJIJJIGHing J 
• The Rev. John L. Terveen was or
dained by First Baptist Church, Emery, 
SD, on June 11, 1978. He is the new as
sistant pastor at Salt Creek Baptist 
Church, Dallas, OR. 

• The Rev. Dennis Angell was or
dained June 4, 1978, by Stafford Baptist 
Church, Wilsonville, OR. Mr. Angell is 
the pastor of the church. 

• The Rev. Dale Axt was ordained by 
Grace Baptist Church, Grand Forks, 
ND , on June 4, 1978. H e is pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Sidney, MT. 

• The Rev. Douglas Bittle was or
dained into the Christian ministry by 
Temple Baptist Church, Jamestown, 
ND, on May 28, 1978. H e is the pas tor 
of West Center Street Baptist Church, 
Madison, SD. 

• Mr. Bruce Ewing is the pastor of the 
new Church Extens ion project in Tulsa, 
OK, effective J une 20, 1978. H e previ
ously served a church in Newton, KS. 

• Corona Heights Baptist Fellowship is 
the name of the Church Ex tension proj
ect in Corona, CA, with the Rev. Ron 
Hartman as pastor. 

• The Walnut Street Baptist Church, 
Cincinnati, OH, was removed from the 
Penn -Ohio Association at the Associa
tion sessions on May 5, 1978. 

• The Rev. Ray Hinsch entered the Air 
Force chaplaincy in August 1978. He 
has been pastor of Bethany Baptist 
Church, Hutchinson, MN, since 1976. 

• Mr. Curtis Congo became the minis
ter of Christian educat ion at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Vancouver, BC, on 
July I, 1978. He previously was the 
minister of Christ ian education at Eagle 
Rock Baptist Church in Los Angeles, 
CA, and recently received his M.A. 
degree in Christian education from 
Talbot Seminary. 

• Mr. Mark Woods became the youth 
pastor of German Baptist Mission 
Church, H ami lton, ON, on Ju ne I, 
1978 . 

• Mr. Dave Rushton became the pas
tor of the new Church Ex tension work 
in Sun Prai rie, WI, on July 3, 1978. He 
previously served at Midwest Bi ble 
Church , Chicago, IL. 

• The Rev. Morley Schultz has ac
cepted the pas torate of Em manuel Bap
tist Church, Morris, MB, effective Sept. 
I 0, 1978. H e has served as pastor of 
Central Baptist Church, York ton, SK, 
since 1970. 

• The Rev. Larry Salsburey begins as 
pastor of the new Church Ex tension 
work in Richland, WA, on Sept. I, 
1978. H e previously served as youth 
pastor at McKernan Baptist Church, 
Edmonton, AB, since 1976. 

• Miss Jennell G. Mauch, a I 978 
graduate of the North American Baptist 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, became di
rector of Ch ristian education and youth 
ministries J uly 24, 1978, at Foster 
Avenue Baptist Church, Chicago, IL 

• The Rev. Wilbert Harsch res igned as 
pastor of College Heights Baptist 
Church, a Church Extension project in 
Prince George, BC, effective August 30, 
1978. He is awaiting the Lord's guid
ance for the future. 

• Mr. Dennis J . Goodin became the 
pastor of Turtle Lake Baptist Church, 
ND, June 18, 1978. He is a recent grad
uate of Dallas Seminary. 

• Mr. George Webb became the minis
ter of youth at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, BC, on June 5, 
1978. He is a graduate o f Vancouver 
Bible College and served as a youth 
minister in the Vancouver area the past 
year. 

• The Rev. Allen Heron resigned from 
the pastorate of Garfield Road Baptist 
Church, Mt. Clemens, MI, effect ive 
June 30, 1978. He is now on the staff of 
another Christian agency in Arlington 
Heights, IL. 

• The Rev. Arthur Boymook, La nsing, 
Ml , received the doctor of ministry de
gree from North American Baptist Sem
inary, May 1978. H e is pastor of Col
onial Village Baptist Church, Lansing. 

• Mr. Harold Schroeder has accepted 
the call to be the di rector of Christian 
Education at Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, BC. He is a 1978 graduate 
of North American Baptist College, Ed
monton, AB. 

• The Rev. Waldemar Erris becomes 
the associa te pastor for German minis
try at Central Baptist Church, Edmon
ton, AB, on Sept. 1, 1978. He previ
ously served as pastor of Grace Baptist 
Church, Kelowna, BC. 
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Yes, I Pick Up 
Hitchhikers 

I have been picking up hitchhikers for I 
don't know how many years. At firs t I 
did so out of gratitude for the years 
when I as a student used to thumb my 
way through Europe. Some years la ter, 
I discovered that the picking up of 
hitchhikers was a wonderful opportunity 
to witness to total strangers. Except dur
ing vacation, there is never a week, 
when on my way to work I do not pick 
up hitchhikers: college students, high 
school students, men with car trouble or 
other men (I never pick up female 
hitchhikers; that is one iron rule! Sorry, 
girls.), who indicate that they need a 
ride. 

In my conversations with friends or 
acquaintances, I have often caused a 
shock reaction, when I admitted my 
"roadside activity." Many were eager to 
point out the dangers of picking up 
st rangers. Others did not really warn me 
but stated that they would never do 
"such a foolish thing." 

Just when I was wondering what topic 
I should discuss in this month's edi
~orial, I came across the July/ August 
issue of THE AMERICAN BAPTIST 
the magazine of the American Baptis; 
Churches'. USA. I usually begin reading 
a magazine by reading the editorial 
fir~t. Phil E. Jenks, the editor, calls his 
~dllorial "The Little Scroll. " This time 
It has the subtitle, "The Jericho Road." 
To. my great astonishment, I read that 
Phil has been brought up with these 
three rules: To study hard, to keep his 
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hands lo himself, and to never pick up 
hitchhikers. Right away I agreed to the 
first two rules, but I could not sett le for 
advise number three. 

Then I read on : " I might still be 
assuming that all three items were the 
eternal credos of a moral life, were it 
not for a book by Dr. Edwin T. Dahl
berg, I Pick Up Hitchhikers. 

Now, neither have I read Dahlberg's 
book nor have I ever heard of it. How
ever, the editor gives the. author the 
highest credentials, ca ll ing him even 
possibly "the greatest living American 
Baptist." I wi ll therefore make it a 
point to read what thi s theologian, 
scholar, pastor and former president of 
American Baptist Churches has to say 
on this subject. From Phil's editorial I 
surmise that Dahlberg reports that ' in 
the decade he has picked up hitchhikers 
he has never had a bad experience. " He 
d?esn't look upqn the services he pro
v.ides to hitchhikers as being· any more 
risky than the · activities required of 
?,ther. professio~als, " reports Mr. Jenks. 
. He 1s merely m a new stage of his min
istry.'' 

I wholeheartedly concur with Dahl
berg. In the ten years of my traveling to 
the. Conference Office I have had many 
deltghtful conversat ions with hitch
hike~s, which have enriched my outlook 
on hfe. Everyllme I stopped to pick up 
somebody, I quickly prayed that Christ 
w?u ld give me a mean ingful encoun ter 
with that person, and the Lord has 
?ever let me down. On a Monday morn
ing, ou.r conversation would usually 
start with the question, whether the 
traveler. had been in church on Sunday . 
~epen.dmg on his answer, I would then 
1 ~tensif7 my searching questions. Never 
did I h1~e the fact that I was mainly in
teresu~d m the spiritual well-bei ng of my 
travelmg companions. And they, either 
out of. thankfulness for the ride, or out 
of P.ohte.ness, or. perhaps even out of 
g~nume interest in my questions were 
wnhout exception, always willlng t~ 
play my question-answer "game.•• 

I could fill many pages with excit ing 
reports about these hitchhikers wh 
suddenly would open up and use :ny 

0 

as confession booth. Nei ther the co~~~ 
of the skin nor the degree of cleanliness 
mattered to me. I figured the 
d , more 

owntrodden a person looked the 
h d 

. , more 
e nee ed my ride. 
Once a long haired tatooed h' . · h · • 1pp1e 

Wit a ribbon around hi s forehead · 
b I. f . ' In 

u~ e ie stuck his head into my open 
wmdow and said· "M· · 1ster, you mean 
you want me in your car?"-"Wh 
not?"- "Well, I guess I' m not exact!~ 
w~at people call clean." After a few 
~rnles, we had a delightful discussion go. 
mg, and I was glad that Jesus Ch . 
does d' · · n st not 1stingu1sh in his love betwee 
cleansh · · h n aven cn1 zens, obos, hippies and 

vagrants. He loves them all a like, and 
he wants us to love them too. 

On another occasion a young man 
gave me a puzzled look and then asked, 
"Aren't you the guy who ta lked about 
God and church to me some weeks 
ago?"-"! may be. Did it help?"
" Yep, kind of; I went to church two or 
three times. But then I s topped going." 
" Hop in, man, you need another talk." 
And off we went. 

Dangerous? Yes, I adm it, as does 
Dahlberg, tha t this activity is a bit 
risky. But so was the Samarita n's job 
when he stopped to help the man on 
Jericho's road. For Christ's sake, I have 
learned not to be afraid of people but 
rather lo reach out to them in love in 
Christ 's name. 

Phi l Jenks concludes. his ed itorial by 
saying that "not everyone who reads Ed 
Dahlberg 's book will want to take the 
risk 1 and he offers no moral judgment 
agai nst them : -. . Neighborliness is, af
ter all, often as much an act of courage 
as an act of fr iendship." 

I am glad that my friend Ph il has cor
rected one o f his three teenager ru les 
and might now be willing to be a Good 
Samari tan of the road, in spite o f the 
possible risk. I know I am willing to 

take the ri sk. I should call him and tell 
him about it; I better do it right now. 
RJK 0 

letters to the editor 
Dear Edilor: 

The BAPTIST HERALD June '78 
copy is a manysplendored issue. Thank 
you. Helmut G. Dymmel , Salem, OR. 

Dear Editor: 
This year's subscription will be my 

51 st year as a subscriber. God bless you 
in your work. 

I enjoy especially your German arti
cles very much in DER SENDBOTE, 
the German insert in BAPT IST HER
ALD. Especially the reports about the 
tr ip you made to Russia were interest
ing. I have a sis ter in Alma Ata, Russia. 
I believe you were there. The last time I 
heard from my sister was a few months 
ago . She is 86 years old. I left Russia 64 
years ago and haven't been back since. I 
ca lled them by telephone two years ago, 
which was a th rilling experience. J acob 
K. Nuss, Lodi, CA. 

Dear Editor: 
We were pleased that our church 

voted to use the Every Fam ily Subscrip
tion Plan for 1978. I was pleased that 
our new moderator, a new man to our 
N.A.B . family. of less than a year, pro
moted and sold the idea to our church. 
Terrific! 

you and all your co-workers at Head
quarters. Harold E. Weiss, pastor, Park
land Baptist Church, Spruce Grove, AB. 

THE DALZELLS 
Ron & M arjorie 

Musical Evangelists 

We do appreciate the BAPTIST 
HERALD and the fine work you are 
doing. We look forward to getting our 
copy; it is a lways priority reading for 
information and inspiration. God bless 

MEDIA MINISTRY 
Writer, editor, print designer with 
17 years experience in secular a n d 

Christian publications, seeks per
manent, agency-funded employ
ment in Canada. Submit offers 
by phone 

0

403-327-0294, collect. 

Electric piano-harpsichord , guitar, 
accordio-organ & vibraharp, plus 

straig ht forward preaching 
NOW BOOKING FOR 1979 
Write or phone: Rev. Ron Dalzell, 
P.O. Box 51, J amestown, N D 58401 
• (701) 252-2170 

UNFORGEIT ABLE VISIT 
(Continue</ from page 19) 

and blossoming trees.' T he people appeared more pros- . 
perous than in other· areas. 

We were very happy for several opportumlles to v1s1t 
in the homes o f the people. We marveUed at how the 
ladies prepared the many delicious dishes, in kitchens 
with minimal facil ities. After dinner speaches pledging 
muLUal concern and prayer support as well as the ex
change o f gifts , were part of each gathering. It was a 
special joy to presen t the Word of 'God in their own lan
guage to those who are unable to buy copies of it. H ow 
we regretted tha t we could not give Bibles to all who 
asked! 

Our schedule was packed with attending church ser
vices to the extent that we saw li ttle of the cultural 
wealth of Russia. We were happy though to get to see 
the Mosco w-Circus on our last evening there. 

Points of interest in each city were shown to us by In
tour ist guides who spoke excellent English . No city tour 
was complete without a visit to the War Memorial with 
its eternal name, guarded b y a troop of well disciplined 
school ch ild ren in their early teens. It was rather interest
ing to see numerous wedding parties proceed to the 

GENERAL COUNCIL 
(Continued from page 27) 

purchased as a s ite for future student apartments . The 
seminary has also acquired three h omes near the Semi
nary campus as a partial s ite for future expansion. 
Draewell a lso stated a concern, "It is important for all 
of us to recognize that, despite the fact that we are living 
in the so -called 'Age of the Evangelical ,' there is a 
danger wh ich evangelicalism faces today which has the 
potential of destroying much of the gain it has experi 
enced in recent years. T he danger d oes not seem to come 
from wit hout b u t rather from within the evangelical 
camp itself. The key issue involved re lates to similar , yet 
technically different, ways of looking at the Bible. 

memorial to place their flowers there. 
Other experiences we shall not soon forget include our 

·"no fri lls"Aeroj/ot flights , breakfast at the airport, a nd 
the close fellowship on overnight train tr ips. 

· The countryside we travelled through reminded us o f 
rural northern Manitoba, with its grain fields, wooded 
areas and lakes, though the style of houses set us back a 
decade or two . 

Our stay in Russia coincided with their Easter week 
celebrations, a nd the Soviet brethren do celebrate all 
week. Every speaker prefaced his or her comments with 
Christos Vos Cryest (Christ is risen), to which the au 
dience stands and responds emphatically Voyessteno Vos 
Cryest (R isen indeed). T his is repeated three times, and 
all of us felt quite a t ease with this meaningful greeting, 
after hearing it and saying it numerous times each day. 
I t is thrilling to know that Christ is r isen indeed, and 
that there are people all over the world, whose lives have 
been changed because of this glorious fac t. A song came 
frequen tly to my mind, as we were blessed to worship 
with these fellow believers : "We are one in the bond of 
love." What u nites us is so much greater than the politi
cal difference between us. It is my prayer that we could 
someday "join our hands, so the world will know. We 
are one in th e bond of love. D 

Unless the H oly Spirit miraculously inter venes in the 
course of events, every evangelical denomination and 
school may face the possibility of serious fragmentation 
over this matter in the coming years. Our own faculty is 
seeking ways to become effective mediating and reconcil
ing agents in this co~troversy, even though some persons 
would say tha t no middle ground exists. Let us be in fer 
vent prayer that the strong historic commitment to the 
~ible, w~ich is. present in our Conference and in all of 
Its .agenc1~s , will free u s from u nfortunate devisive ex
periences in the days which lie ahead ." 

The Cou.nci l meetings were informative; business was 
c.onducted in an excell~nt spirit, and much responsibility 
hes o.n the representatives to inform and challenge the 
constituency to reach the goals set. O 
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~hurch Extension 

AsG sh Od's co-workers, you 
co are in the birth of every new 
C ngregation. When the 
't 0 nference welcomes converts to 

.
1 3 fa_m)ly, it shows proof of your love, 
your actions. To start 10 new churches 
in 1978, the Con ference counts on 
YOur cont inued involvement. 

With your aid, Church Extension 
supports about 50 pastors In new 
churches, and helps struggling 
churches to grow. You help to develop 
programs for leadership and growth. 
You are reaching out for Christ! 

1978 Conference Budgcl Goal-$3,200,000 
World Missions 40% $1,276,006 
Church Extens ion 14% 458,312 
Education 19% 612,217 
Ministries 16V4 % 496,933 
Development & 

Administration 

TOTAL 
356,532 

$3,200,000 

North American Baptist 
Seminary 11% 
North American Baptist 
College 8% 

Sharing in God's work at N.A.B. 
Seminary means helping train new 
ministers of God's Word ... improving 
and expanding current pastoral programs ... attracting 
more young people to follow God's leading into the 
ministry. In 1978, you can supply a special need
more student housing-to accommodate greater 
enrollment and build Christian fellowship amon9 
students. 

At N.A.B. College, being God's co-worker means 
training both lay leaders and pastors ... buildif19 a nd 
new library for Christian study . .. educati ng rnore a 
more Christian students to transform the world for 
Christ. The results stretch far into the future! 

N.A.B. Seminary 
Senior Class of 1978 

N.A.B. College Chapel 
& Administration Building 


