


LONELY 
PEOPLE 

They're in your community. .. and your church 
Loneliness. It 's the 
g reatest problem in 
America today accord­
ing to psychologists. 
It causes depression, 
alcoholism and suicide. 
A"nd it dri ves people to 
join cults where they 
can "belong" and feel 
wanted. 

c hurch us ing a s ma ll g roup 
approach. 

• How to reach out in your 
community by building 
relationships a nd using 
visua l evange lism methods . 

• How to build a church 
that grows in depth , not just 

r{:s~~~~~::~~~~~~~~~ ' ~~ :~~1y~u~e~l;u0r~:~:n 
m P~1w1 .s, untouched and it; r

5
each out toflonfely people. 

in numbers . 

unw1 mg to reach out to g end today or ree 
~th e.rs. Slowly they re- K info rmation. 

~~~;~;~~~~~~ ~~~~i~r~-1 1------------_, 
k;d~n;;~~~~~.ip with the ~ij D ~~~~:·dy~~~'~ ~~olj~~~n 1~~,;~ 
How can we learn to share ,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,.,, ... ,., .... ,,,. ..... ,,..,.,,,,N,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,"'Y,,,.,,,. .... ,,,.@,,,,,,,,,,,,,,./.,,,,,.J ; ~~~~f ~Jt i~~r ~~Yue~~~~,~~,~~~;, 
~h:ist's love with lonely people outside-and and my church. Please se nd 
ms1de- the church? me free information . 

The Bible shows us how in the example of 
Philip. 

That's why we have deve loped what we call 
the "Project Philip" method of fellowship 
evangeli sm and church growth. Three pr;. 
g ra ms o~er a Scriptural basis with practical 
steps fo r 1mplement11tion. T hey show you how 
to break through the barriers of loneliness. 

• How to develop a caring atmosphere in your 
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Georgi Yins 
Free! 

WASHINGTON-We rejoice 
in the release of Georgi Vins 
and all other prisoners of cons­
cience. 

Repeatedly since Pastor 
Vins was arrested in 1974, the 
Baptist World Alliance, the 
European Baptist Federation 
and the Alliance's member 
body in the USSR (the All Union 
Council of Eva ng e lical 
Christians-Baptists) have in­
terceded with Soviet officials 
in Moscow on behalf of Mr. 
Vins and an uncounted number 
of other Baptists in Soviet jails. 

We trust that Mr. Vins' famil y 
will be able to join him soon in 
the United States or some 
other western country, and that 
his ministry for Christ may con­
tinue under whatever situation 
God calls him to serve. 

The Baptist World Alliance is 
ever conscious of the restri c­
tions under which many of our 
Baptist people work for their 
faith in many parts of the 
world. We daily pray for them 
and their witness under dif­
ficult c ircumstances. D 

Robert S. Denny, 
general secret ary 

Baptist World Alliance 
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Valley of Dark Shadows 
Joe was depressed. Rea lly depressed. Getting up in 

the morning to face anot her day of self-loathing, 
loneliness, frustration and despair hardl y seemed 
worth the effort. No one seemed to understand 

him. His wife, Joyce, was sympathetic in the beginning, 
but now he braced himself for the inevitable, "Why don't 
you snap ourof it?", which greeted him every morning. 

The problems of the church were overwhelming. Even 
the deacons were becoming impatient with his pessim istic, 
melancholy outlook on life. I f he didn 't sha pe up soon , he 
would be forced to resign from the church, then what 
would they do? Oh, the shame o f it! Just thinking about it 
caused the ever-present pain in his head to tighten until it 
felt like a balloon which was about to burst. And the 
pressure in his throat which cho ked him , the rapid heart 
beat and pa ins in his chest- maybe he had a bad heart. But 
no, he had checked that out already with th e doctor. 

" What is wrong with me?" he wondered for the hun­
dredth time. Why get up at a ll? He was so tired, maybe a 
couple more hours in bed would make him feel better. On 
the oth er hand , what would his pa ri shioners th ink? He 
must keep going even though what he did seemed so 
useless. 

And where was God , anyway? He just couldn ' t seem to 
pray, and this added gui lt to the shame. How could a 
Christian feel so defeated? " I really do believe in God, but 
he seems so fa r away . I do n' t seem to be able to reach him 
through the dark shadows," Joe tho ught. 

HAVE YOU EVE R FELT THIS WA Y? 

Joe's depression is a commo n but serio us phenomenon, 
causing more suffering than a ny other single human ill­
ness. In terms of suffering, this illness is far worse than an 
acute attack o f appendicitis, or a li fe- threatening heart at­
tack, or even cancer, as anyone who has suffered from 
depression would readily agree. Trying to "snap out of it" 
is li ke trying to cure tuberculosis with will power, or lower 
a bu rning feve r by ignoring it. 

A ca~eful study o f Sc ripture confirms the fact that (I) 
depression ha_s be~n _around_ for a long tim e; (2) God's peo­
ple are often ll s v1c11m ; (3) ll can happen 10 kings and pro­
phets, farmers a_nd philosophers, and (4) God understands 
and does not r_eJect those ."'.ho a re experiencing the physi­
cal, psychological and spmtual suffering associated with 
it. 

_"What ~n unhappy man I am! Why did my mother 
bnng me 1~to the world?" questions Jeremiah (1 5·10) 
And the wnter of Ecclesiastes seemed to have Joe's f · ,. · 
e ti h h " I . ee mg 
x~c y w en e wrote, t 1s useless , useless . . . Ever _ 

thing leads to weari ness" (I :2,8). Job's negative sel f-co~-

Gladys M. Pe1erson lives in Sioux Falls, SD. / ler husband D. 
Wayne Pe1erson, is dean and acade111ic \lice /?reside/// al N' . ',· 
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cept associated with self-reproaches and self-blame show 
up in statements such as these: " I am no better than dirt" 
(30: 19); " I would rather be strangled than live in this mis­
erable body. I give up; I am tired of living" (7: 16). 

Want to run away and hide? So did Jeremiah: " I wish 
tha t I had a place to stay in the desert where I could gel 
away from my people" (9:2). 

And poor Job suffered insomnia and loss o f appetite, as 
did the psa lmist who lost so much weight he could count a ll 
his bones (Ps. 22: 17). Although the physical symptoms are 
caused by em otions, the pain is real. It is unbearable! 
Jeremiah said o f his suffering: 

The pain! I can't bear the pain! 
My heart! My heart is beating wildly! 
I can't keep quiet (J er. 8: 18). 

Isaiah described his suffering this way: 
All night I cried out with pain as if a lion were breaking 

my bones (Isa . 38: 13). 

WHO CAN BECOME DEPRESSED? 

Anyo~e . An_yone from any profession, any level o f the 
econ~m1c , social or int ellectua l scale, every kind o f per­
sonahty. Mature persons, neuro tics and child ren. Men and 
women. Depression plays no favorites. Education is no 
factor nor is religious commit ment. Chi ldren a re often de­
pressed and wi thdrawn: show hostility and anger. 

Adolescent.s a re pa rt icular ly prone 10 depress ion . In on e 
year• depressio n will cause about 500 suicides among stu­
dent s. Many housewives ex perience depression resulting 
fr~m suppressed anger caused by resent ment toward their 
chlld r:n , their husba nds, their role as ho usewives, poor 
bod~ image; the absence of interesting events in their lives; 
and JOt e_rperso~a l a~x i ety , includ ing excessive dependency 
and fe~hngs of 111feriorit y. 

w Dunng t~e r:1iddle years when people begin to question 
hether their lives have really been worthwhile, they often 

become depressed and filled with hopelessness. Among the 
elderly. depression is the most com mon menta l ill ness. 

WHAT CAUSES DEPRESSION? 

There may be many causes . Reaction to a ll kinds o f 
losses: the loss o f a loved one by death (especially a par­
ent) , separation or divo rce, th e loss o f materia l thi ngs, an 
opportunit y, a rela tio nshi p, or a job. Losing "face" is one 
of the_ most prevalen t. The losses might be situ atio na l such 
as reti rement , geographic uprooting and work cl isplace­
me~t, isolation and loneliness. Persons in the ministry ex­
peri ence many of these feelings of loss. 
Ev~ryone has an occasional " blue," low feeling, an 

emouon~ I reaction to o ut ward causes , inabilit y to fin d 
goals or 1~t e:es 1 s, and loss of perspecti ve due to fa tigue o r 
st ress. This is considered no rm al, however, and no cause 
for alarm, since the success fu ll y fun ctioning person 
bou nces back spont aneously or with short -term therapy. 

Some people seem to be more prone to depressio~ than 
others . Authorities have identified a number of predispos­
ing factors among which low self-esteem plays a signifi­
cant role. ir a person has a harsh conscience which at­
tempts to force him to live up to unrealistic ~xpectations ~f 
his parents from his early childhood , ~hen h17 self-esteem is 
proport ionately vulnerable, and he 1s predisposed to de­
pression. 

This is a significant concept for the church l~ be aware 
o f since the fostering of a sense o f worthwhileness, of 
healthy self-concept, is based on the teaching ~f Scri~tur~, 
that man is made in the image of God and 1s special m 
God' s sight. Much damage has been _done in this a~ea 
based on a misunderstanding o f the Scriptures concermng 
humility, self-denial and deatl_1 to self. These are only a few 
of the many causes of depression. 

WH AT CAN YOU DO 
WHEN YOU ARE DEPRESSED? 

Perhaps the most encouraging news is that recove~y is 

th le S H Kraines in Help For the Depressed, wntes, e ru . . . • . 
" If t I e patient never sees a doctor, never ta kes a pill or an 
· · t~on if he does nothing-absolutely nothing-he will 
tnJec 1 ' · If 1· · · Th. d still recover, because this illness 17 se - 1m1ting . 1s oes 
not mean, however, that depression should not be ta ken 

serio usly. " 
First of all , if you are dep~e~sed, yo u shou ld _s~e a doc­

t Medications can be adm1111stered by a phys1c1an to al-

lor_. t some of the ph ysical and em otional suffering while ev1a e . f d . 
e Coping wi th and recovering rom epress1on. In you ar . . d .d 

addition to medication , 1t is a goo 1 ea to get some coun-

1. or psychotherapy to help yo u understand and deal 
se ing d fl" I . h with the a nxieties, doub~s an co n 1cts w 11c are always 

· ted with depression. You may need some reas-assoc1a d 1 1 . h. 1 nd motivation to o t 1e t 1mgs w 1c 1 you know surance a . . 
I Q uid do but find d1 fficult . 

you s 1 . I h I ti . I In addition 10 pro fess1ona e p, 1ere are 7ome pracuca 

h. can do for yourself. Understand ing the na ture t mgs you . . 
1
. " . ,, 

f I ·11 ess and realizing t ia t you are not going crazy 
o t 1e i n I ·11 h" I . If 1· .. 
b ffering from a rea 1 ness w 1c 1 1s se - 1m1ung, 

ut are su · · I h h h" I 
I I lo Counteract the 1rrat1ona t o ug ts w 1c 1 
1e ps you lk 
b I ll e ·111ness You can also ta to yourself abo ut roug 1l on 1 · . · 
h . 1 e action or attJtude. Telling yourself that t e rig 11 cours , . 

b · · I by others, for example, says something 
emg reJectec n who is doing the rejecting , but it says 

abo ut the perso 
nothing abo ut you. · · f 

Id lo live as no rmally as possible even 1 you 
You sho u try . · · · · ·k · 

d , 1 l" ke it engage in physical ac11v111 es, 111 ~vo1 , 1n 
0 '.~ t fee .

1
. ns.' Avoid self-blame. Try no t t ~ w11 hdraw, 

soc1_a l fu_nctdlO ("e in bed during the daytime-all o f 
avoid fri en s, or 1 . d . d . 1 tendency to do when you a1 e ep1 esse . 
whi ch you iave a . · I d. 

. k. aJ·o r changes unul the depress ion ias 1s-
Avo1d ma ' 111g m · · I ·d 

b · ,. 11 ple matters pracuce try111g to c ec1 e appeared ut 111 s11 • 
. '. 1· s·ing to agonize over whether you made a nd d1sm1ss, re u 

the right decision. . 
S I · O LI may have to suf fer. Yo u may have to o me t 11ngs Y ' . . . . 

If " It 's there and 1t hurt s, but ll will go 
say to yourse . • . k I · I · 
· 11 thino to fear. Smee I nowt ierc 1s not 1111g away. 1ave no o , . II 

1 
. . , 

\ I · a/I i• 1 ca n stand i1. " K ra1ne~ ca s t 11s · cxer-vrong p 1ys1c . • . . . ,, ) . . . .. . ~ . 
cisin g your attitudes o f ~ 1 0 1 c 1 ~ 111 . I a u~ !>ays, Wha t ~o1;;ve 1 . 
thi ng~ are lovely ... th ink o n the!>c thing~ a nd the ( 1od o l 

peace will be with you" (Phil. 4:8-9). 
Other Scripture related to self-help include P hilippians 

3: 12: " The only thing I do . . . is to forget what is behind 
me and do my best to reach what is ahead. " The psalmist 
reminds himself when he is depressed, " I shall praise him, 
my help and my God" (Ps. 42: 11). And again , "Weeping 
may endure fo r the night , but joy comes in the morning" 
(Ps . 30:5). 

This does not mean that overcoming depression is an 
easy task- that a depressed person can " snap out o f it. " 
Admonishing a person to pull himself together is the kind 
o f simplistic advice Job's " fr iends" gave him when he was 
suffering. 

Put your heart right, Job. 
Reach out to God. 
Put away evil and wrong from your home. 
Then face the world again, firm and courageous. 
Then all your troubles wi ll fade from your memory (Jo b 

11 : 15). 
Job had more insight than his " fr iends" and reminded 
them that 

In trouble like this, I need loyal fr iends­
whether I' ve forsaken God or not, 

But you, my fr iends, you deceive me li ke streams 
tha t go dry when no rain comes (Job 6: 14). 

The depressed person needs the emo tional_ suppo_rt of his 
family as well as his fr iends. He may make hf~ d1fflcult f~r 
those aro und him with his unpleasant behavio r, but their 
help is very important in sharing ~ome of the burden of 
making difficult decisio ns, reassuring the person tha t he 
wi ll recover, protecting him from himsel f when he feels 
suicida l, and in so me cases providing the stimulus for even 
such things as personal hygiene and avoidi ng withdrawal. 
In the fin a l analysis, however, the real healing comes fro m 
with in the person himself. While the Bible gives no easy 
answers, spiritual resources can help him bring abo ut this 
healing . 

We are reminded by Christ in the Sermon on the Mount 
that our happiness and well-being a re not dependent on 
our circumstances . Jesus promised happiness to the poor, 
the sad , the hu mble, even those who are insulted a nd per­
sec uted. He did not promise a li fe free from these unplea­
sant realities, but he did promise spir itua l resources to deal 
with them. 

What if you are too depressed even to reach out to God, 
like Joe? He still helps: Pa ul said" ... the Spirit helps us 
in o ur weakness; . . . the Spiri t himself intercedes fo r us 
with sighs too deep for words" (Rom . 8:26). (Just knowing 
that God himself was p raying fo r me when I couldn ' t was 
very helpful to me when I walked th rough th e dark Yalley a 
few years ago). Isaiah al o gives us assu rance th at God is 
awa re o f wha t we are experiencing and walks the road be­
side us: 

When you pass through deep waters, I will be wi th vou : 
your trouble will no t overwhelm you. · 

When you pass thrm1gh fire, yo u will not be burned: 
the ha rd tr ia ls that come wi ll not hurt yo u; 

Do no t be a fraid - I a m wi th you (I sa . 43:2, 5). 
Depress io n is a strange, debilita ting phenomenon ,, it h 

no fa ~t . easy cure. One reaso n is t ha1 th ere i~ a wide cnn-

fC011111111ed on 1,ag.e 31 J 
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OPEN LETTER TO OTHER JULIES 
OR JOELS: 

Dear Julie, 
by Berneice Westerman 

lt is rainy season again, and l am reminded of the four months you 
spent out in Cameroon in 1975. Those books that you deaned 
have mo\ded again, and more termites have found their way 
through more reading materia\s. You wou\d be surprised\ l am\ 

There are other changes, too . Those \itt\e boys , that were in c\ass 
one, are now in c\ass three . We\\ , some of them are . Others have 
left for various reasons: \ow marks, inability to be disciplined , insuf­
ficient money for fees and i\\ness. l know that you would like to 
have heard that a\\ of them stayed and would complete their 
schoo\ing, but dropouts happen in a\\ areas. 

You wanted to have them sing a song or two that you taught 
them . l can te\\ you that your desire has been fu\fi\\ed in that re­
spect, for those who can and \ike to sing are singing your songs. 

You are preparing for your future service in God's kingdom . 
Perhaps you wi\\ be the one to take the p\ace of one of us whose 
retirement draws near. You were to\d to "Take a \ook at the need 
and then decide ." l repeat that to you now. l know you are not yet 
ready for that, but there is no harm in reminding you about what 
God has shown as a cha\\enge. \Someone else may be ready.) 

Yes, l miss you, Julie . l miss that guitar music , the helpfulness as 
painter , \awnboy, "h aymaker ," termite exterminator , but most of 
a\\, your desire to share Christ with others . 

Now \ wonder how many more Julies there are in the North 
American Baptist churches. \ see that we wi\\ probably be short­
statted again during the coming schoo\ year . Pray that the many 
things that need to be done wi\\ not hinder Christ to \ive through 
those of us whose hands are tu\\. Pray that the students wi\\ be 
open to God's wi\\ and his way in their lives. 

Your Aunt Bee, 
ln the Service of 

Christ . 

Berneice Westerman is missionary in Cameroon, West Africa . S he 
ministers at the Baptist Boys Secondary School at Soppo. 

nesimus collapsed into the shadow of a hig h stone 
wall. His breath tore from his lu ngs in wheezing 
gasps as he peered furtivel y into the dark alley. 
The murky glimmer of moonlight, diffused 

thro ugh clouds, threw menacing shadows on the barren 
street, a nd he shivered violently as persistent raindrops 
soaked through his threadbare clothes and ran in icy 
rivulets down his spine. Lulled by the rhythmic beat of the 
rain , he huddled in an uneasy sleep, his right hand holding 
fast to the comforting bundle stowed inside his shirt. 

" Hey you-slave-get up! " 
O nesimus blinked sleepily as he looked up to a man in 

armor. 

by Michelle Locke 

" l said move!" shouted the centurio n. 
Onesimus scrambled to his feet a nd cringed against the 

wall. The centurion 's eyes narrowed in suspicio n . 
"Where are you from ?" he asked ro ug hly. 
" 1- 1 come from Colosse, " sta mmered O nesimus . The 

centurio n raised his voice for the benefit o f the crowd o f 
int erested spectators . 

I ?" h . "Wha t are you-a runaway save . e Jeered. One-
simus looked nervously around a t the hostile faces as the 
centurion's powerful fist swung b~ck n;enacing ly. Sudden­
ly the side of his face exploded in pain, and he sprawled 
cl~msily o n the cobbled str~et. ~s he. fell, the cloth purse 
worked loose sendi ng th e glitt ering evidence of O nesimus' 
guilt clattering into the gut_ter. . . 

"S a thief, eh?" said the ce nturi o n trium phantly. 
Quic~~. he snatched up the coins and wi th a las t , well-

aimed kick was gone. . . . 
Tl wd dispersed as rapid ly as II had formed , a nd 111 ie cro 

0 
. 1 1 . 

h dd nly quiet street , nes1mus ay o n i1s stomach 
t e SU e . . I I n· h d 
f I. · k and helpless. Jnst1nc t1 ve y ie 111c e away ee 1ng sic . . 
from th e hands that reached down to set h11n upngh1, _and 

f
-11 d ·1h a sudden rush of shame when he recog111zed was 1 e w1 , . 

E h S One of his o ld master s fri ends. 
pap ra , d . . R ? " I . d "O · us what are you 0 111g 1n o me. exc a1me 

nes1m , "E I I I " h 
E I O nesimus blushed , pap iras, - . . . e 

pap iras. h f II · d 
t rail ed off in con fusion. Epap ras tact u y ignore 

0 . , bruised and bat tered appearance. 
nes1mus . ,, 1 ·d h f II 
"Come alo ng with me, Ones1mus, i~ sa1 c cer u y. 
Onesim us frowned in puzzled surprise . Surely by now 

E I . s had heard tha t a slave and a purse full of mo ney 
pap 11 a d 1· p1·1 . 

had gone missing from the househo l o _11 emo n , yet in-
stead of admini stering a well-deserve? punish men~, he w~s 
o ffering help . Onesim us shrugged h1_s should.ers 11l be:v1 l­
derrneni and fo llowed obedien1l y behind 1he b ig Coloss1an. 

A i the ho use o f Epaphras' fr iend s, O nesimus was pre-

Mi«helle Lv«ke i.> a ji·ee /an«e 11·ritl!rji·o111 D111t('llll 1·11/e. TX . 

sented with hOl water and clean clothes and was soon smil­
ing benig nly at his refl ection. At the sound of the d inner 
gong , he flicked a n imag inary speck of dust from his bor­
rowed finery and hurried downstairs . H e s topped at the en­
trance lo the dining room and hovered in uncertainty. 
Around the ta ble sat Epaphras, a ta ll stranger and a frail 
bent man with fire in his eyes. ' 

"Come in , Onesimus," said Epaphras kindly, " this is 
Tychichus," he said , waving a hand in the direction of the 
tall ma n, "and this is Paul, the apostle ." 

Througho ut the meal, O nesimus sat q uietly li stening Lo 
the strange new words the Christia ns used. H is last master 
had been a Christian, but O nesimus had shut his ears to 
any talk of the new faith . Since he had been helped out of 
the g utter by Christians, however, Onesimus had forgotten 
some of his burning animosity against the world. He was 
anxio us 10 learn what motivated these men, and when T y­
chichus asked hi m Lo stay and hear Paul preach, he agreed 
readi ly. 

T he smoking torches sent flickering shadows over the 
hig h walls of th e meeting room. The low hum of gossip 
subsided as Paul stood up before them and began 10 speak. 
Onesimus listened intentl y to the message. 

"Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage 
under the elemen ts o f the world: but when the fullness of 
th e time was come, God sen t fort h h is Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law . To redeem them that were 
under 1he law, tha t we mig ht receive the adopti on of 
sons . And because ye are sons, God hath sent fort h th e 
Spir it o f his Son int o your heart s, crying Abba, Fat her. 
Wherefore thou art no mo re a servant , but a son ; and if 
a son , then an hei r of God through Christ" (Gala tia ns 
4:3-7, King J ames). 

Onesimus ' eyes widened in d isbelie f as the phra e "no 
mo re a servant " echoed inside his head . As soon as all the 
ot her Christians had left, his q uestions came LUmbling out 
to be answered pat iently by Paul. By the ti me the first pink 
rays of the sun were part ing the eastern clouds , Oncsimus 
had run o ut o f quest io ns . 

"You see, Onesimus," said Paul, "it' a q uestio n o f 
fa i1h - if thou shalt con fess with thy mo uth the Lord J es us 
and shalt believe in thine heart that Goel hath ra ised hin~ 

fC0111i1111ed 011 p age 3 J) 
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EARLY BEGINNINGS 
IN CHURCH EXTENSION 

Here in Brazil, many cities bear a 
historical or cultural title, lending a 
special " home grown" flavor to each 
lo.cality. For instance, in our state of 
Rio Grande do Sul, Caxias do Sul is 
kn~wn as the " Grape Capital" of the 
nation, Novo Hamburgo as "The 
Shoe Capital" of the state, and the ci­
ty where we live, Santo Angelo is 
call~d " The Capital of Missio~s" 

Church Extension 
in the City 
of the Presidents 
by Ralph R. Nelson 

<?atmg from the days of Jesuit mis­
sions am.ong the Indians of the area). 

•' 

• { 

I 

~ 

The city of Sao Borja has earned 
the name, "City of the Presidents " 
bec.aus~ t:vo presidents of Brazil o~e 
their ong111s to this city, which is now 
one of the preaching points of the 
St.ate Brazilian Baptist Convent ion of 
Rio Grande do Sul. These presidents 
were Getulio Vargas and Joao 
Goulart. Getulio Vargas, one of the 
~ost famous of Brazilian presidents 
did much to ~ta bilize the political sys~ 
tern of Brazi l during difficult days 
Many Brazilian streets bear his name: 
famous works of art and publi ~ 
squares all over Brazil have been 
named in his honor. Missionary Nelson. second from left. with baptismal cand idates at Sao Borja. 

loc~a? Bo.rja occ~pies a very strategic 
. t1on In Brazil and in our state 

Lyrng ?n the border of Brazi l with 
:;.rge~trna, it is in the area called 

National Security Zone ,, Th. k . . . IS ey 
~os1t~on . attracted the at tention of 

apt1sts m our state many years ago. 
~bou t 17 years ago, the Centra l Bap­
tist Ch.urch of Pon o Alegre began a 
prea~htng point in the city, which 
c?ntrnued for several years, but 
di.stance (I ,000 ki lometers round 
trip), din roads and other factors re­
sulted in the closing of the work. 

God's ways are often not known by 
man, but he has his way of opening 
doors which, hu manly speaking , 
seem permanently closed to the 
Gospel. Several years ago, a rai lroad 
man, Ezequiel Bravo, member of Sao 
Tiago Baptist Church, was transfer-

Missionary Ralph A.Nelson baptizing at Sao Borja. 

red to the cit y of Sao Borja. Being a Christian zealous in 
person~ ! eva ngelism, he was not content to remain wit hout 
a Baptist_ witness in his city. Soon he started a Sunday 
school w11h a dozen people crowded into his tiny living 
room. 

l ite l<e1·. Na/pit N . l\e/1011t \11111111mary a11lte Nortltern , (\1ocia-
1trm of NIO Gra11de Do Sul. /Jra~tl . 
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In Apri l 1977 , the exec uti ve secreta ry of o ur state 
Brazilian Bapti s1 Jun ta, th e Rev. Wilson Alves de Oli viera, 
and I cond ucted an evangelistic campa ign in Sao Borja , us­
ing a public sc hool for the meetings. Through the use of 
mission Gospel fi lms and preaching 1he Word, many heard 
the Gospel fo r the first time. A tota l of 39 people re­
spo~ded to 1he invi tat ion to accep1 Chris t as personal 
Savio r. In November 1977, Pastor Wi lson and I conducted 

a second evangelistic campaign with a Lota ~ o '. Len deci s io~s 
for Christ. Subsequent vis its and evangehsu c outreach m 
the cit y resulted in addi tional decisions. . . . 

Jn December J 977, I had the pri vilege of bap11z1~g s1.x 
people in the waters of the Uruguay River. What a J O~ 1L 
was Lo bapt ize these fi rstfruit s of the church extension 
work in Sao Borja. In November 1978, anot her seven ~er­
sons, upon profession of faith in C:hrist as personal Savior, 
likewise entered the waters of bapusm. 

COUNTI NG OU R BLESSINGS 
IN C HURCH EXTENSION 

W · · e that in all o f the deta ils o f the work in Sao e reJOIC , ·d· d d. 
Bo rja, we can see the hand of the ~ord ~u11 mg an 1fre~-
. I · vork of church extension m1g 1l come to ru1-tmg , so t 11s ' h 
· I Id li ke to enumerate some of them , so toget er 

t1on. wou d h · I "A h · h ·se the name of our Lor w o 1s t 1e ut or we m1g t pra1 . 
and Finisher" of our faith! . . 

1 ) Th · ·on of the Baptist Church m San T1ago was to . e VISI . h . d . 
·ti Ezequiel Bravo m 1s es1re to sta rt a new cooperate w1 1 . 

1 
I · 

work for the Lord in Sao BorJa. In t ~.e ast ·tt~·yea.~, t.11s 
church has helped in person~ ! evange ism w1.t 1 1stfn uuon 

f d ·n the preparation of the candidates or bap-o tracts an 1 

ti s~) Wh the Central Baptist Church of Porto Alegre in­
. . · d en k ·1n Sao Borja 17 years ago , they rented a 1t1ate a wor f · · 
good sized building in the center o the city as th.e1r 
preachi ng hall . In April 1978 , .P~stor Gdast

1
ao, execbu

1
t1 ve 

. f ur northern assoc1at1on, an were a e to 
secreta ry o o a111e building which we are presently using 
rent the very s ' I L 
r · gs 1·n the city. After I 7 ong years, the ord 
1or o ur meetm · · h. 1 d d 1 . ·th the very buildmg w 1c 1 we nee e , on y 
providedkusfwi the center, a paved road in front of the 
two bloc s rom ·d h. d . · . . d electric lights . We cons1 er t 1s a 1vme 
b~!ldmg an he very same building, which had been rented 
miracle that t .thin a week of our search, suddenly be-
as a storehouse wi · 

·1 bl for the sta te convenuon . 
came ava1 a e hall was rented, it needed painting and re-

~.) After th.e could be ut il ized for meetings . The no rth­
pa irs, be~or~ ll a reed to take care of this. But who would 
ern assoc1at1on g bl ·ce? God knew about this need 
d h. reasona e pn · 

o t is at a h gh our chu rch in Santo Angelo, a pro-
and Provl.ded t rou . f d I . 

. . ' Walter de Nascunento, who ree 11m-
fess1onal p~1n ter,k in wwn and painted the preaching hall 
self fro~ . lm '~or The Bess firm in Sant o Angelo provid~d 
fo ~ a m1111mal ee.tial discount. Our church and the Baptist 
pamt at. a s~~st an vided chairs. One of the new members in 
church in IJUI pro by trade He agreed to do the s · · carpenter · 

ao BorJa is ~ the building, even changing some of 
necessary repairs don rs that had let in cold a ir during the 
th.e worn, h~vy ~ongel o church promised to take care o f 
winter. Thh~ anto ·ce a mo nth . The associatio n set up a ro-
one preac mg servi h w 

. f pastors to go there each mont . e tat1on system or ·f· 1 
I k I L d for these answers to spec1 1c prayers t m t 

t rnn , t 1e or · · d 
h · I e might be prepared for 1naugurat1on an t e meet mg p ac 

use . 

4.) In any new wo rk, the initia l leadership is of primary 
importance. We are grateful for the dedication of the Bra­
zi lian lay leader in Sao Borja, who has a variety of ex­
perience in worki ng with all ages and is untiring in his min­
istry. Antonio Antunes dos Santos from the Bapti st church 
in Sao Tiago, the mother ch urch of Sao Borja, is another 
fin e dedicated layman . He has done much to insti ll mis­
sionary zeal into the new work in Sao Borja . He has been 
accept ed as a student at the Brazilian Baptist Seminary in 
Rio and wi ll be leaving for studies during 1979. We thank 
the Lord for his in valuable help to the new work in Sao 
Bo rj a . 

5.) When a missionary baptizes new converts , one of the 
primary concerns is that these new babes in Christ might 
continue o n in the faith and bear fruit for hi s glory . This 
has happened in Sao Borja. None of the candidates have 
returned to the world but are going on and growing in the 
grace and knowledge of o ur Savior. The faith fulness of the 
young people is particularly encouraging, because they go 
out regula rly distributing Gospel tracts and testifying of 
Christ. There a re 17 young people in the youth group, and 
few have leadership knowledge, so o ur church in Santo 
Angelo has been supplying them with youth quarterlies. 
Pray th at they might grow in the fai th and in leadership 
abili ty. 

6.) One of the big problems in the interior of our state 
has been travel on dusty and mudd y roads, depending 
upon the time of year. Some roads were so bad that when a 
ca r passed , clouds of dust rose up so high that I had to stop 
the car and wait to be able to see again . We are so thankful 
that many highways have been built during the last few 
years . The highway to Sao Borja is one of the best in the 
state. It is very well paved, so during rainy or dry weather 
there is never any problem in travel to Sao Borja . As I go 
there once a month , this is a great blessing to me. I can 
travel to the preachi ng point wit ho ut being preoccupied 
with bad weather or clouds of dust accumulating on 
clothes and eq uipment. 

FUTURE PLANS FOR 
C H URCH EXTENS ION 

The blessings we have experienced in church extension in 
Sao Borja are so many, tha t to enumerate all of them 
would be almost impossible. All we can say is th at " This is 
the Lord's doing and marvelous in our eyes" (Matthew 
21 :42). We covet your prayers for God's blessings on 
church extension in Brazil , and that many more Brazilians 
might find Christ as personal Savio r. Th ere are two other 
church extension projects planned for the northern asso­
ciation. After furlough, I will have the privil ege of being 
involved in these thro ugh the use of Gospel fi lm , loud­
speaker work in th e streets, preaching the Gospel and 
cooperation of the mu ical group, "Me enger of Love." 
Pray that God ' s will might be done and that a great harvest 
might be reaped for o ur Savio r in Brazil. [ l 

JUL YIAUGUST 1979 9 



Why Choose 
the 

Now that the God's Volunteers team for 
1979-80 has been chosen, it is time to do 
some reflecting. Being a member of the 
fo llow-up section, I have come to real ize 
that not many people have rea lly grasped 
it s purpose. There are many times when 
we have been called the visi tation team, 
back-up team , Team II , or the survey 
team. All these names suggest some of the 
functions of our ministry, but it still hints 
of some unawareness of what we are all 
about. Thi s makes me wonder how many 
young people in our Conference are miss­
ing out on an opportunity to become a 
part of this wonderful ministry . 

To some who apply for G. V .' s, the fol­
low-up section ma y be just an a lternative. 
If they do not make the music section . .. 
well , there is always 1he fo llow-up sec­
tion. Or perhaps they feel they cannot 
sing, so they join up with the fo llow-up 
section so t hat they can be a pa rt of God's 
Volunteers. 

If these are true attitudes, then it is un­
fort una te, because the fo llow- up section 
offers more than an alternat ive. When I 
applied for thi s ministry, I did not grasp 
the ful l concept until l got involved. Now 
that eight months have gone by, l ca n 
look back wit h fond memories. l can un­
derstand why God wan ted me to exper­
ience this great year. In the past I learned 
a lot thro ugh books, but there is nothing 
like practical experience. 

Personally, I want to work within the 
d1 urch and be able to ~cr ve it adeq uately. 
When yo u work within the church yo u 
have to work wit h people, and one way of 

Way ne Jorstad is reporter f ur 1he Cud's 
Vuf 1111 tee rs f ullu w-up 1ea111. 
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ollow-U 
Section? 

by Wayne Jorstad 

learning about people is to take ad­
vantage of the follow-up ministry. 

It is true that this min istry has only 
been in existence for about fi ve years. But 
if it is to continue to develop, we, as a 
Conference, wi ll have to support it by 
part icipati ng in it. 

In some ways this ministry can be diffi­
cul t. At times l have felt like a shadow in 
the background whom nobody rea ll y un­
derstands. You sec, l am a person who 
enjoys being up on stage, and there arc 
times when I wished tha t I could have 
been up there with the music sec tion sec-
111g people laughing or crying. There is a 
thri ll involved when you can sec how the 
Holy Spi~il_ uses you to move people to 
make dec1s1ons for Christ. But this docs 
n~ t . happen just du ring the concerts 
w11 h1n the ch urch. 

We, as a fo llow- up section, have seen 
~an_y decisions made for Christ while 
v1s1_11ng the homes in the community. It is 
cxc11111g to go to a perso n who m yo u 
ne~er met before and sec how the Holy 
Sp1 n t has prepared him for the moment 

qo<)'s 
volunteeRs 

you a re toget her, and he accepts Christ. 
Of course, we do not see a decision every 
time we go v1s11 mg, but there are 
cou ntless occasions when I left a home 
knowing tha t there would be a decis ion in 
the near fu ture. 

True, the fol low-up section may not be 
in the spot light, but its min istry is just as 
import ant. God 's Vo lunteers is much like 
a football team. The quarterback, receiv­
ers, full backs, and field goal kickers arc 
all in the spotligh t , but they wi ll be the 
fi rst to say that they need their blockers. 
The music section's ministry is widely 
known and understood , but they wou ld 
be the first 10 say they need the fo llow-up 
ministry. That is why we arc ca lled a 
team. 

The fo llow-up mini stry is not just in­
volved in door-to-door witnessing, but 
also in a one-to-one discipleship training. 
It is true that we go ca ll ing door to door, 
but our main mini stry is discipling a co re 
group of people chosen by t he pastor o f 
the church. What a un iq ue opportunit y to 
put Matthew 29: 19, 20 int o practice. It 
did not take long before I discovered that 
l was not the only one teaching, but that 
my core group member was reaching me. 
As I thin k back to the thirteen or fo urt een 
people th at I have worked wi th, I sec a lot 
of growth in them as well as myself. 
There were some mem orable shari ng 
times, each of us sha ring wha t God has 
done in o ur lives. I have been enco uraged 
by thei r testimonies becauc it challenged 
me to ha ve more faith in o ur Lord Jesus 
Chr ist. 

If this kind of min istr y sounds inter­
esting 10 you, l highl y recommend it to 
any young person in our Conference who 
is between the age\ of 19 and 26. l f you're 
too old to get involved, do not be dis­
couraged becau' e th e fo ll ow-up mini 5tr Y 
ge15 it \ energy from your pra yers, and I 
hope there wil l never be an energy cris is 111 
th i~ area. 

Pri yer . fa 
Cameoon1an 

we were given our 
rooms in which to 
set up our trekking 
beds. Everytime I 
stood up I got diz­
zy, so my fi eld 
pastor, the Rev. D. 
Ntui, helped set up 
my bed and attach 
my mosquito net to 
the wall. I got into 
bed, covered up 
with my sleeping 
bag, and lay very 

Gran ma 
Over the past two years, I have not~ce_d 
that ch urch membership and evangeltsuc 
outreach in Mamfe Field, Cameroon, has 
decreased. It has been of great concern to 
those of us working at the coast, as well 
as in our convention. Therefore, we _ ~s 
leaders decided to send out a team to ~tsll 
the area for the purpose of observauon, 
eva luation, encou r age m ent an d 
evangelism. A one-week tour \~as p lanned 
to vis it the seven churches begmmng Sun­
day afternoon. Three pasto rs ~nd myself 
were chosen to undertake the visit · 

I had just returned from Nkon~sam_ba 
Field the day before and was feeling stck 
with a throbbing headache. I went to bed 
earl y th inking it would pa~s, only to 

' · feel rng worse. l wake up Sunday mormng 
· o l took thought it was due to tenswn, s 

. . cl with the three pastors, some aspi ri n an , 
began to load our Landrover for t ~e one­
wcek tour My wife, Ei leen , sa id dt hat 

· cl ·1 till Mon ay. perhaps l shoul wai 
However itineraries had already fbcen 

' · I churches o our sent out inform ing tie . 
' · der to meet out a rriva l Therefore, 111 or cl 

· .d d 0 We praye 
schedule we deci e . to g · b 1· I • 1 1 l and e 1cvec 
for safe tra vel and iea t 1' 

God would grant that to us. . 
1 

f 
After tra veli ng for approx11n~te y our 

. ed at our church 111 Ayang, hours we arn v 
M I'. T l place where we were to stay 

am c. ie ·eel with a triba l 
overnight was occupt . 1 f 

l ad to rest for a coup e o 
meeting, so we 1 , in room before 
hours in our hos t s sleep g · 

1 
d 

. overnight materia an 
settmg up our While we were 
h . to the house. 
avmg access If ett ing sicker. 

wait ing, I foun_d mysc ni~ had gotten 
The headache since mor g d d · t 

f r nauseate , an 1 
worse. l s tarted ee ing . scratching the 
seemed as if someone wa~r J knife. I was 
back o f my eyes with a sh 1 · · · 

' Id id every Join t Ill feeling hot a nd co • ai 
. ache I was won-

my body was start ing 10 · d 
ing to me an at 

dering what was ~appen . d Never before 
the same time feeling a frat · l asro rs 
did I ha ve these symptoms. Tie P · · . 

I 11 rake some n1vc1-wi1h me said l s iou c ' 1 · 
· beca use 10 t iem 11 qui nc for mala ria, ' 

seemed that this is what I had. cl 
. 1 1·ng was over, an Finally the triba mee 1 

The Rev. Ken Priebe is area cu-ordinator 

r I ,, b Mam re and Nko11gsa111ba o 11e n 11111 a, .! ' .. 

Fields in Cam eroon, West A.fnca. 

by Ken Priebe 

still, hoping and praying for the pain to 
go away. Before the pastors with me 
ret ired, they came and prayed that God 
would hear our prayers and cause the 
sickness to pass. Nevertheless , all night I 
lay tossing and turning, thinking and 
praying, hoping the pain of the night 
would turn into relief for the day. But it 
didn't. Morning came with its in tense 
heat, and st ill I was shivering cold. I 
couldn't open my eyes for the pain, and 
every position in which I lay turned in to 
agony. By this time I knew I had mala ria. 
I took some more nivaquine. Along with 
the medicine, people continued to come 
and pray. I remember one elderly 
Presbyterian pastor, with his deep loud 
voice, praying with such moving words 
that I thought God must surely answer 
the prayers of his people. Morning passed 
into afternoon, and I remember wishing 
so much that Eileen were with me . Sure, I 
had a ll my loving Christian brothers and 
sisters with me, but it isn't the same as 
having someone in my fami ly 10 care for 
me. I also remember wonderi ng why God 
was a llowing th is to happen. We did not 
have any o ther motives in mind for th is 
tour than 10 visit the breth ren, to 
strengt hen and encourage them, and to 
share the good news of Jesus Christ. We 
were doing it for him! I remember 
repea ti ng Scripture passages over and 
over in my mind, which l had learned as a 
boy in Sunday school, claiming God's 
promises for healing. I also remember 
praying that if there was unconfessed sin 
in my life, tha t Jesus would take it away 
and give relief from pain. 

Aftern oon passed , and evening came 
with sti ll no change. Chri stians from the 
village, including myself, were afraid of 
what was going to happen . Instead of ge t­
ti ng better l was ge tt ing worse. The la st 
thing I can remember from the evening is 
looking at the bush lamp in the middle of 
my room , eyes closed, but still a ble to see 
a glimmer o f light. The next thi ng l knc\\', 
it was morning. I was awakened by peo­
ple crying and wailing. Someo ne outside 
my window was saying that l was doing 
strange things a ll night. He heard me talk­
ing and screaming as if l wa' out of my 
mind. l could n' t remember a thing. l only 
knew that the pain was still present , and 
my prayers were still unanswered. 

However, somet hing happened then, 
which I will never forget. As I was turn­
ing from side to side, and groaning under 
my breath , someone came in to my room. 
He was dragging his feet across the floor 
like an old person. I wrned to the door, 
trying to open my eyes, but was restricted 
by the pain. The person then knelt beside 
my army cot, and reached under my mos­
quito net for my hand. I could tell by the 
touch o f the hand that the person was 
very old, and that she was a lady wi th 
hands caloused and hard by years of fa rm 
work. As she squeezed my hand, she be­
gan to pray. I don ' t know what she 
prayed, because she prayed in her own 
language, but I knew God unders tood. 
She prayed for about a minute, and then 
her words were mixed with crying. As she 
wept, l remember that I began to cry. 
Soon tears began to form under my eye­
lids, forcing their way out. As the tears 
left my eyes, so did some of the pain . 
Gradually I opened my eyes and saw this 
very old grandma kneeling by my bed. 
Her hair was as white as snow, and her 
face as dark as night. Down her cheeks 
nowed tears, fo llowing the wrin kles of 
her old age. She continued to pray for a 
while, then squeezed my hand and left. I 
watched her as she walked with her back 
bent and feel dragging on the dirt noor. 
After she closed the door behind her, it 
seemed as if a miracle of healing had 
taken place. The tears carried with them 
the pain . It didn't hu rt anymore to open 
my eyes. The scratch ing in the back o f my 
eyes was gone; my shiveri ng left, and I 
was able to give a sigh of relief as I fo und 
myself resting. Over and over in my mind 
I remember saying, " Thank you God , 
thank you God." 

This was ea rl y morn ing. By noon 
asked the lady o f the house 10 bring me a 
basin of water, and l got up, washed my­
self, got dressed, took clown my sleeping 
materia ls, packed them in the Landrover 
and was off to the next church . People 
were amazed. A person with ma lar ia , as l 
had , would normally be in bed for a 
mo nth recouperat ing. Yet l was a ble to 
fi nish the tour \\'ith the rest of my fe llo\\' 
pastors. 

What was the reason for th is encount er 
wi th malaria? l don't kno\\'. Howe,-cr . 
one th ing l clo kno\\' is that l am stronger 
as a Chri stian because I've gone thro lH!h 
it. It has taught me numerous things: the 
main one being, that God answers the 
prayers o f hi s fait h ful people who pour 
out their souls in Yict orious prayer . I 
praise Goel for ho nori ng t he prayer or 
that old grandma, an~ at the time nr h er 
prayer, _bnngmg. healing lo my bod~. I 
also praise Goel tor 1_IK· many ot he r faith ­
ful C hristians who .101ned together. •hl.. ­
ing Goel to hea l. I realize tha t (ind ,, •h 

(Co11ri1111ed 011 pa, , 
~e ·'I ) 
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putting it 
.._togetner 
by Ernie Zimbelman 

The greatest experience tha t can come to 
any person is the experience of love- giv­
ing or receiv ing it. When I experience 
love, it speaks to me about myself and 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of 
Counseling at North American Baptist 
Seminary at Sioux Falls, SD. He is also 
the director of the Sioux Falls Psycho­
logical Services Clinic. 

makes me feel wort hwhile . It g ives me a 
sense o f value, of being somebody. 

One of the first Scri pture verses most 
of us memorized is John 3:16: " Fo r God 
so lo ved the world that he gave his only 
Son .... "I want to focus your a tt en t ion 
1101 on the gift bur on the mo1ivat io n of 
the G iver- God's love . 

There are many gifts which are given. 
They may be costly a nd precious. Bur if 
they a re not given in o rder to demonstra te 
the lo ve the giver has fo r the receiver of 
the gift , then the recipient's fee lings may 
no t be those of jo y a nd happiness , they 
may ac1 ua lly be nega ti ve feelings. 

Most of us have received gifts o r been 
shown kindnesses , and we were Iefl wilh 
ambivalent feel ings . Somet imes we ques-
1ioned the mot ives beh ind the gift. Som e­
times we felt unworth y. Somet imes we 
felt obligated to show the same ki nd of 
love in return. Sometimes we didn 't want 
love from tha t particular person. 

Giv ing and receiving love is a very 
complica ted process . We ta lk, write and 
sing so much about love , bu t d o we rea ll y 
kno w what it is? It is a rare experience for 
us to experi ence love in all of its fullness 
and beauty . 

All of us have experienced love, but we 
are us uall y very young when we learn that 
what is present ed a s " genuine" is fre­
quently o nly part ial or manipula tive . 

A ny act which I per form is an act of 
love o nly to the degree that it is given for 
the benefit or development of the reci­
pient. To the degree that I receive benefit 
from " my act o f love," the act then be-

comes less 1 ban per fect fo r 1 he o ther per­
son. Therefore, much beha vio r which 
passes under the name of " love" is really 
only a n excha nge of fa vo rs . 

At this po in t in my wri t ing I s topped, 
opened my Bible and read aga in the Love 
Chapter , I Corin1hian s 13. Verses four 
through eight pa rti cu la rl y st ruck me. 
" Love is pat ient a nd kind ; love is not 
jea lous, or conceited , or pro ud; love is 
not ill-mann ered , o r selfi sh, or irritab le, 
love docs not keep record of wrongs; love 
is not happy wi th ev il , but is happy with 
the truth. Love never gives up: its fait h, 
hope and patience neve r fa il ! Love is e ter­
nal. " (GN) These words describe beha v­
iora ll y wha t love is lik e. 

Therefore, every time so meo ne has 
been pa 1ien t with me, I have been loved. 
Every time so meone has been kind or un­
selfish with me and has overlook ed my 
faul ts, then I have been loved. Such a n at­
titude wi ll readil y make us aware of an 
abundance of love arou nd us , including 
God's . 

"For God so loved the world .. . " 
God got nothing out of th e act of giving 
his o nly Son. H e was no r doing a favor 
for "whosoever" hoping th at "whoso­
ever" would return the fa.vor. No! When 
God gave his Son , it was a o ne-sid ed d eal. 
He gave in love. I f you wan t to experience 
uncond itio nal, unadultera ted love, accept 
hi s gi f1 as he gave it, and you wi ll ex­
perience an indescribable sense of wort h 
and wholeness . 

I Corinth ians 14: I: " It is love, then, 
tha t yo u s ho uld st rive fo r. " 0 

Could This Happen in Our Church? 
"Once upon a t ime there was a church 

staff looki ng fo r teachers for their chi l­
dren and youth in the new Sunday School 
year. 

"And so me adult s sa id, " I don't wa nt 
to leave the swee1 fellowshi p and study in 
my adull class ." (But the d rug pusher o n 
1hc stree1 said, "Not hing, not even the 
1hrea1 of ja il will keep me from working 
with yo ur child ren.") 

"A nd w me adu lts sa id , " We ha ve to 
be o ut o f town too o ften on the week­
end ." (But the porno book dea ler said , 
"We're wi ll ing 10 stay in town weekends , 
too , to a<.:commodat e yo ur child ren and 
yout h. " ) 

"And some adult s sa id , " I 'm unsuited , 
untrained . unab le 10 work wit h chi ldren 
or yo u1h. " (But the movie producer said, 
"We'll study, s ur vey, spend mi lliom 10 
produce whatever " turns kids on.") 
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I Could Never 

"And some adults sa id, " I cou ld never 
give the time req uired to plan and go to 
teachers' meetings ." (But the pusher, 1he 
porno book dealer , and the movie pro­
ducer said, "We' ll stay open what ever 
ho urs are necessary everyday to win the 
minds of the kids." ) 

" So the ad ults s ta yed in their classes 
and enjoyed the swee1 fel lowship and a b­
so rbed the good Bible study and could go 
out o f town o ften on the weekend and 
were availab le to do whatever was good 
to do on Wednesday nigh1 s instead of 
1ea <.: hers' meetings. 

" A nd when October came, the chi ldren 
came to their classes , and no o ne was 
1here except 1he s1affers go ing fro m one 
room 10 ano1 her t ryi ng to ass ure 1hem 
1 ha1 someo ne wo uld surely come to teac h 

them some Su nday soon . But no one ever 
came, a nd the yo ung people soon qui t 
com ing, becau se they had gone to li sten 
to o thers who d id care about the th ings 
they did a nd w ha t went into their m inds. 

"A nd each yea r t he age o f the youngest 
adult departm enl was changed upward 
and soon only I he o lder adult s enjoyed 
the sweet fellowsh ip and good s tudy on 
Sunday a nd were able to go o ur of town 
oft en o n 1 he weekend a nd do wha tever is 
good to do o n Wednesday night s instead 
of teachers ' meetings . 

A Fable? 
"A fa ble about anot he r church, not 

ours? H ave you been approached to 
teach? As a teacher of a n adu lt <.:l ass have 
yo u encouraged and even ta ught with the 
aim o f ins pi ri ng your cla ss-mem bers to 
answer a call to go 10 work whe re He ha~ 
need s? 

" Once u po n a nothe r time a group o f 
people loved their teacher and wanted to 
be with Hi m a lways and enjoy the sweet 
fe llowship with each o the r. In fact, they 
were known far and wide because of their 
sincere love fo r each other a nd for thei r 
teacher. One da y, He had to leave them , 
and they stayed near the place where H e 
le ft them a nd tal ked about H im and re­
membered a ll H e had said, t he beauty of 
His word s, a nd they pra ised even Hi s 
name . And it was good. 

• 

boob reu ems 
by B. C. Schreiber 
AN ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE 
OF THE BOOKS OF TH E 
APOCRYPHA Vol. I and II. By Lester 
T. Whitelocke, Washington , DC, Unive r­
sity Press of America. Each volume 
$16.50 
If you like to read the Apocrypha, these 
two volumes will be a n ex tremely va l­
uable help . In many years o f research a nd 
a com parat ive study o f the Greek 
language du ring the last 200 years o f Old 
Tes tament t imes and the first 100 years of 
the C hr ist ian era , the author has com­
piled a first work of its kind. 

Biblica l scho lars, for whom the work is 
intended wi ll appreciate find ing the 
Greek w~rds , as they occur in t~1e A~o­
crypha, in Engli sh with. a t rans~ 1t era 11on 
of each Greek word a nd its mea mng. . 

Th e a uthor , a nat ive fro m Ja maica, 
Wes t Indies, is professor of Old .Te~ t~­
ment Stud ies a nd H ebrew at Virg1111a 
Uni on University. 

T he two soft-cove r volumes have .a 
to ta l o f 1 ,027 pages. Because .the tex t is 
lypewr itten copy only, the price of $33 
seems high. However , its uniq ue contents 
justi fies the price of this co ncordance. 

R.J. Kerstan 

FAITH AND THE FLAG, By Jeremy 
Murray-Brown, Winchester, MS. Allen 
and Unwin Inc. $ 17.95. 
The titl e is puzzling, unless one imn:e­
diat ely no tices the subt itle : The Openlllg 
of Africa. At least the reader can be as­
sured tha t the content s is much more ex­
citing than the title . Biography a nd hi s­
tory are welded together to inspire and in­
form the reader about the struggle be­
tween the men o f fait h , who were deter­
mined to fo llow their calling as emissaries 
o r J esus Chris t , a nd 1hose who were in-

The Acts Continue 

"And if this were the way it rea lly hap­
pened, the New Testament would have 
cons isted of Matthew, Mark, and John. 
That is, in the un li kely case these three 
men broke away from the remember ing, 
and the praise singing, and the sweet fe l­
lowship long enough to record what hap­
pened before the teacher left ... a nd they 
all sa t down ... to discuss the words 
He'd said and care fully ignore His mes-

terested only in eart hly power. Some Af­
rican governors expected missionaries to 
act as their agen ts in order to expand their 
colonies . 

M urray- Brown has done a n excellent 
piece of research. As a historian, he has 
already established himself in England by 
producing a number of historical docu­
mentaries for BBC. 

The nar rat ive begins with the opening 
of the Suez Canal. T his is actua lly a 
"flashback ," for by thi s time David 
Li vingstone had not been heard f rom for 
three and a half yea rs. The elaborate 
ceremony simply served as a symbol o f 
African progress . 

Murray-Brown looks at the his tory o f 
Africa in the last centu ry primarily 
through the lives of six outstanding 
figures: Robert Moffat , David L iv­
ingstone, Ludwig Kropf, H enry M. 
Stanley, Cardinal Lavigerie and Genera l 
Gord o n. 

Mo ffat is given the most extensive 
coverage because o f the ma ny years he 
spent in Africa. As a m iss io na ry he was 
proba bly a few notches a bove his so n-i n­
law, Dav id Livings tone. The latter spent 
much o f his t ime as a n explorer. Moffat 
had so em bodied the spirit of t ruth tha t 
the Bechua na, who were hab itua l li a rs, 
found it imposs ible to te ll lies in his pre­
sence. H is personal magnetism , through 
the power of the Holy Spirit , was able to 
win the outlaw, Africaner to C hri st and 
he had great influence o ver the ~ru el 
Moselekatse. 

O f the o thers, Kropf was the fi rst Pro­
testa nt missionary in East Africa ; Ca r­
dina l Lavigerie, the a rchbishop o f A l­
giers, was the fo unde r o f the Whi te 
Fathers ; G enera l Gordon, o f course , was 
the enigma tic hero of Kha rtoum . Faith, 
suspicion , patr io ti sm , poli tics , di plomacy 
and self-aggandisement are a ll woven to­
gether to make an absorbing story . 

UN HAPPY SECRETS OF THE C HRIS­
T IAN LIFE. By P hilip Ya ncey and T im 
Sta fford, Grand Rapids , Ml and 
Wheaton , IL. Zondervan P ublis hing 
Ho use and Campus Life Books. $6 .95. 

The t it le seems to have negative overton es 
of Ha nnah Wh ithall Smith 's classic, The 
Chris tian 's Secre1 of a /-lappy Life. Both 

sage ... whi le they waited for Him to r e­
turn. 

"Whatever happened 10 1he continuing 
Book of Acts (of the Holy Spirit) in o ur 
church? The new cha pter to be writt en 
yearly begins soon ... a re you o pen to 
the urgent need to recognize your gi ft s 
and fina lly li sten to H is call. A re you 
helping ot hers a nswer thei r ca ll ?" 

-Selected 

What would the Lord have you do? 

volumes deal wi th struggles, uncerta in­
ties, frustrations, loneliness and doubt , 
and lead the seeker of the abundan t life to 
a better understanding o f hi mself in the 
light of God's Word. U nt imately he will 
discover a more meaning ful relations hi p 
wi th God a nd wi th his fellowmen. 

Yancey and Stafford speak more clear­
ly to the present generation, especially to 
yomh ; and it is therefore easier to identify 
with the examples of true-to-life exper­
iences. Tempta tion, competit ion , guilt , 
selfishness, d o ubt , o bedience, legalism, 
hypocrisy, prayer a s well as o ther dif­
ficulties of the Christi a n Ii fe a re discussed 
with unusua l frankness. Solutio ns are 
there, but they a re not a lways simple nor 
easy . "A C hristian," Sta fford says, " is 
someone who has let hi s problems out 
and gives them , each day, to God. " 

Phi lip Yancey is execut ive edi tor of 
Camp us Life and editor o f Campus Life 
Books. Tim Sta fford is West Coast editor 
of Camp us Life, and author o f a number 
of books . 

OBERAMMERGAU & 
REFORMATION TOU R 

See the I 980 Passion P lay 

Visit : Z urich , Wittenberg, Geneva , 
M u nster 

Also: Berlin , the Black Forest , etc . 

Da tes: August 15 - 29, 1980 

Full cos t: $ 1699.00 Cdn. (a pprox .) 

Cont act : Rev. Sam Berg 
232 Woodfield Drive 
O tta wa, Ontario 
K2G 3W8, Canada 

SHORT-TERM 
People needed for teaching in 

Cameroon fo r 1979-8 1 academ ic 
years . 

CALL (3 12) 495-2000 
Ask for Rev . Fred Folkert s 
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God's 
Sustaining 

Power 
by Lucy Rathbun Berry, 

Sacramento, CA 
He did not fa il me then! He has not failed 
me yet! He will not fail me now! 

No, he did no t fail me then, this God o f 
ours. Not then, 13 years ago when, on a 
rain-soaked street, a car came screaming 
through a stop sign into the intersection. 
But , I was there! Headed south , not wes t! 
On that early Februa ry evening, I took a n 
unscheduled flight through the wind­
shield of my ca r. J landed 60 feet away, 
face down in a gully carry ing run-o ff 
water. He did no t fa il me then as over the 
next Len days my mind s truggled back to a 
level of consciousness. He provided all 
things good for th is " basket case" by 
allowing me 10 breathe even then , those 
tortured gasps of air ; a ltho ugh 17 ribs 
had been broken a nd separated. My back 
was broken; a lung was part ially col­
lapsed; an ankle was cracked, a nd big 
chun ks of nesh had been scraped from 
the bones of both legs. Th e doctors 
marvel that my elbow was 11 01 crushed. IL 
wasn't even scratched ! l had only one 
sma ll m t on my face- in my eyebrow. 

He did 1101 fa il me then as l underwent 
64 minor surgeries within a fo ur-day 
period beginning on my bi rthday through 
Christmas Eve in an effort 10 a lleviate 
some of the pa in for the holiday season. 
Every rib joint had to be injected many 
times. But, through it al l, God was there. 

He did not fai l me when J spent the fol­
lowing year in and out of the hospita l, 
firs t in one type of cas1, then another. 
Christmas day l had emergency surgery 
to prevent w me ribs growing inward 
from puncturing my already weak lung. 
As l regained con~ciousn ess, I was con­
sumed with the joy of brea1hing without 
the stabbing pain. J thanked God for 
every brea 1 h. 

He did not fai l me 1hen a~ I spen1 one 
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of the longest periods of time hanging in 
cervical and pelvic traction- 19 long 
months! During those months my bed 
was directly in front of a sliding glass 
door. My view of the outs ide world was 
limited, to be sure, but it was my " terri­
tory." I watched the mockingbirds chase 
our Basset hound away from their nests . I 
watched the young birds learn LO ny a nd 
identified with them in their nedgling e f­
forts as I was hoisted into a n upright posi-

by Dorene Walth , 
W.M.U. president, 
Sioux Falls, SD 
Our life's stairway, as a family, has been 
populated with hundreds of guests fo r 
mea ls and overn ight sleeping. The pas­
tora l minist ry often calls upon its part ici­
pa nt s to engage in such generosity, 
whether or not one is "in the mood" or 
equi pped with fac il iti es and finances to 
do so. 

Hospitality became a way of Ii fe for us, 
buoyed up by the fac t that much of our 
company resulted from church guests 
who came to preach, sing, and share the 
Gospel with ou r congrega tions. 

Oft1imes the most rewarding hospitali­
ty experiences for me were those spon­
taneous ones when I didn ' t have lots o f 
1ime 10 clean house in advance or even 
prepare fancy casseroles. It has taken me 
100 long 10 learn the difference between 
two words, which are freq uently inter­
changed with references 10 hav ing guests 
in. They are e111er1ai11i11g a nd hospitality. 

During our honeymoon months, while 
traveling, we stopped in a sma ll city Lo fill 
gas about 5:00 p.m. My husband remem­
bered tha t some of his fr iends lived there. 
He looked up their address in the phone 
book and a nnounced that we would stop 
by thei r home, so I could get to meet 
1hem. 

l fe lt a bi t uneasy at the prospect of 
dropping in on the home of a total 
s1ranger a1 meal1ime wi1 hou1 phoning 
first. Moments later , as we were walking 
up the steps 10 Carley and Gordon 's 

tion only to beg 10 be pu t back into bed. I 
watched as God 's rai n formed pearls on 
the leaves o f camell ia bushes dancing j ust 
outs ide my door . As I watched them form 
and take shape, they became a sym bol o f 
God 's Word to hide in my heart to succor 
as those times came when it was phys ical­
ly impossible to ho ld my Bi ble. From 
these bi ts a nd pieces, God fed me tha t I 
might be comforted. 

He di d not fai l me, as I underwent 

apa rtment, I hung behind my husband 
a nd wa it ed nervously for the response Lo 
our knock. 

The open door revea led a n exci ted 
young woma n who welcomed us with an 
open mouth a nd o pen a rms! She was in­
deed surprised 10 see us, but she hugged 
me and made me feel so a t ease. The 
apartment housed the couple and their 
three li11 le chi ldren. Signs o f activity were 
everywhere a mo ng the clutter o f toys, the 
folded clot hes , and books. St uffed gro­
cery bags were on the ki tchen table. Car­
ley had just re turned from her week ly 
market ing. 

Both expressed joy a t o ur coming. Gor­
do n invited Clarence in to the livi ng room, 
while Carley said , "Dorene, just s it down 
here while I put these g rocer ies awa y. 
You're just in ti me for supper, a nd we 
want you to ea t with us . We're having 
cereal a nd bananas. It will be fun!" 

We stayed! The cereal-and-banana sup­
per was delicious, but the warm feeling 
we experienced was the most memorable 
pan of our visit. We felt loved. We had 
been made 10 feel tha t havi ng us there and 
spending time with us was mo re impor­
tan t tha n a fancy table, fine china , and 
gourmet foods. 

There is no thing wrong with having 
nice things a nd setting a pretty ta ble. 
These a rc 10 be des ired bu t no t a t the ex­
pense of laugh ter a nd genuine love at 
mealt ime. 

Ka ren Mai ns, in her book , Open Heart, 
Ope11 Ho111e, poin ts out 1ha1 home enter­
taining puts th ings befo re people, but 
hospita lit y puts people before things. It 
seeks to minister a nd serve, not to im­
press. 

Avoidi ng having someone over for fel­
lowship a fter the Sunday evening chu rch 
program , because 1he newspaper was le ft 
spread a ll over the living room noor, 
would be missing out o n a rea l blessing . 

Thank you, Heaven ly Fat her, for re­
mi nding me of the cereal-and-banana 
supper whenever I get up tight about hav­
ing compa ny. Help me never 10 forget 
that people a re a lways more importa nt 
than a n elegant set ting. 

"Get into the habit of inviting guests 
home for di nner or, if they need lodging, 
for the night" (Rom. 12: 13, LB) . 

pain ful neck surgery followed by long 
months in cumbersome casts and braces. 
When I t hought, " Lord , I can ' t bear any 
more!" he reminded me that the pressure 
of the cast o n my forehead compared on­
ly in the minu test degree to that which he 
suffered for me on Calvary's cross 

He did not fa il me when I had more 
bac~ surgery because of pseudarthrosis. 
Again long mo nths of total bed rest 1 _ 
borio.us hours in braces, therapy 'anad 
exerc ises followed. I often became impa­
tient. I wan ted so much to be well, to go 
to church, a nd wherever else I wanted 10 
g~. As I pra.yed for patience, J was re­
minded o f his love and patience toward 
me; yet how frequently he needs to sa y 
"Wha t litt le faith you have!" ' 

He did not fa il me when I was told that 
more back surgery was needed. Ossifica­
tion of the bone kept my back from fus­
ing. Indeed, I would be fortunate if it ever 
d id. fuse. This ~ntai led months in a hospi­
tal 111 a nother city, confined in a full-body 
spica cast with bars between my knees. 
Discouragement and confusion engulfed 
me unt il he aga in reminded me that in this 
wor ld there wi ll be discouragement. But 
he is preparing a home for me in heaven 
where d iscouragement will not be known. 
It was dur ing this hospitalization that I 
began having blood clots in my weak 
lung. I fo und myself being transported 
almost on a month ly basis back and forth 
bc1wecn the acute hospital and the ex­
tended care facilit y. God graciously saw 
me through three of these pulmonary em­
boli, and I was again reminded of his 
grea t goodness to his child ren. 

He did not fai l me when on Christmas 
Eve I was aga in admitted to the hospita l 
with yet anot her pulmonary embolus. 
Surgical intervention seemed the only way 
to prevent gambling with my life. The 
new year dawned. Very quickly death 
came for my mot her confined in a nursing 
home. In mid-J anuary, I had heart sur­
gery a nd by the end of 1he month I was re­
joicing j ust to be a l home. 

Summer 
Blessings 

by Laverna 
Mehlhaff, 
women's 

work director 

Remember your Blessing Box during the 
busy summer. T hink of it as a way Lo ex­
press your gra1i1ude 10 God for his bless­
ings and faithfu lness. All monies from 
the Blessing Boxes go toward the 
$675,000 goal. 

God is gracious. He knows each one of 
our lives. He knows the number of our 
days. He has a plan for each of us. In ear­
ly February, he called my husband home 
10 glory. I was stunned! It seemed for a 
time to be a mortal blow. My "new" year 
wasn't new at all ! Sorrow and discourage­
ment of a depth I had never experienced 
before plagued me. But God loves me. He 

Creation of 
a Camp 
by Margaret Heckman, 
Central Baptist Camp 
Lansing, IA 

For many years, several Associations in 
our Central states had a desire to have a 
camp of their own rather than operate 
with rented facilities. In 1971, the Iowa 
camp committee was made aware of a 
200-acre farm up for sale in northeast 
Iowa that had good potential as a camp­
site. They shared their good news with 
committee members of several other 
states. Soon thereafter the combined 
group took a step of faith and purchased 
the property wit h borrowed funds. 

Central Baptist Camp, Lansing , IA. 

Our family wondered what the new 
four-state campsite was like, so we de­
cided to sec it. We traveled down High­
way 61, the second most scenic highway 
in our nation, which follows the Missis­
sippi River to the town of Lansing. \Ve 
noted a sign as we entered the town, 
"Lansing, the little Switzerland of 
Iowa." The countryside was beautiful! 
The description was very appropriate as 
the fields were covered with white daisies 
nodd ing their heads with the breeze. Wild 
nowcrs were everywhere in abundance. 
l3ccausc of road construction . we had to 
travel an extra eight miles 10 the camp 
property. A brea th tak ing view of the roll­
ing hills and farms lay before u . It was 
every bit like the Banuian villages of 
Europe, whid1 \\ C \\ere privileged 10 ~cc 

cares for me. He has said he will never 
leave me alone. With him at my side, and 
the faithful support and love of my pastor 
and fami ly, my church family and my 
own personal family, I will weather this 
storm! 

No, he did not fai l me then, th is God of 
ours. He has not failed me yet. He wi ll 
not fail me now! 

the year before. Reaching the valley, we 
marveled at the beauty of God's creation: 
the firmament did show his handiwork! 
Tents and trailers dotted the valley as we 
approached the camp property. Gazing at 
the hills, we could not help but give 
thanks to our Creator for making this site 
avai lable. 

The weekend was an enjoyable one for 
over 100 N.A.B. chi ldren, youth, and 
adults. Removing hay from the loft, tear­
ing down an old building, cleaning the 
grounds, fellowshiping, worshiping, and 
singing together were some of the high­
lights. We gave honor and glory Lo our 
Maker. 

Over the following two years, volun­
teers worked on converting the large dairy 
barn into a lodge. A chapel and sleeping 
quarters were built on the second and 
third noors. A kitchen, dining room , and 

recreation room were canst ructed on the 
first . ground level floor . 

Little did we realize, in 1972 , that the 
Lord would open the door for our parti­
cipation as the camp's first adminis­
trator. We are thankful for the privilege 
and joy of serving him in this way. The 
Lord had prepared us by exposing us to 
camp in our early childhood years with 
our parents. We're thankful. 100. for the 
encouragement and help from our own 
church, other N.A.B. Conference pa~-
1ors. leaders. and the professors of our 
N.A.B. Seminary. The opportunity of 
Released Time teaching and camp coun ­
sel ing further helped us to sec the blc~­
sing~ and benefits of a rnmp ministry. 

(Co111i1111ed 011 page 31) 

JUL YIAUGUST 1979 15 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
FROM THE 

GENERAL COUNCIL 
TO THE 1979 

TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
OF 1HE t\OR1H M1ERICAN BAPTIST CONFERE~E 

JULY10-15, 1WJ 
BIS'vtARO<, t\ORlH DAKOTA 

On May 24-26, the General Council met in one of the Chicago 
area hotels to discuss the business of the North American Baptist 
Conference. All 21 Associations were represented by either the 
Association representatives, the moderator, or both. 
. The General Council is making the following recommenda-

11011s, to be acted upon by the delegates at the Triennial Confer­
ence in Bismarck, July 10-15, 1979. 

RECOMMENDATION NO. 1- PENSION FUND. 
The Pension Fund Committee has again reviewed the 

present provisions in the program with th e hope that 
members may not on ly receive th e benefits presentl y pro­
vided, but that larger investments may become a possibi li­
ty to increase future benefits. The study has revealed that 
although our program is well-funded, adding members 
w?u.ld prove cos~ l y to the ~rogram. The stricter Jaws per­
taining to the pnva'.e pension fund plans will require the 
Conference to qualify ~he program by meeting new gov­
ernment standards. Th is wou ld invo lve higher costs with 
no appreciably greater benefits to the members. 

Recommended: As of Dec. 31, 1979, enrollment of new 
members and payment of dues would cease for ou r 
sent pension plan. pre-

Members with a vested in terest of two years or m 
w~u.ld be transferred to. a paid-up status. Retirement , ~i~~ 
ab1 l1ty and widow benefits would be continued for pre 

· · d · sent rec1p1ents an. pr.ov1ded for paid-up members as eligible 
based on their paid-up status. Vested interest of member~ 
with less than a two-year membership wou ld be t 
ferred to the new prog ram or refunded. All active mer:~ns­
would be transferred to the new fund Jan. 1, 1980. ers 
. 2. The .new plan , beg inning Jan. 1, 1980, would be a 

t1rement investment program w ith Crown Life of Ca d re-
in the U.S.A. it would be a tax sheltered annuira f' 

That is, arrangen:ients would be made so that no i ~ Pan. 
tax wou l? be paid by the part icipant until he had come 
cash 1n his hand (at retirement). some 

As at present, the employer (church) wou ld pay $
300 year and the Conference would pay $150 making t t a 

$450.00 a year pa id in. Addit ional paym'ents couf o al of 
ranged for at the participant's option All pa Id be ar-

. ymen s wou ld 
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have a one-time front-end load ing charge of 33;4 % ($16.88 
on $450.00) for the expense of operat ing the prog ram. 

At the present time these payments would be guaran­
te~d to earn 8.0% per annum during the firs t year (1980), a 
minimum of 6.5% the second yea r, 5.5% the third and 
fou rth year, and a min imum of 4.0% guaranteed there­
after. 

T~e.re always would be a cash value to the c red it of the 
p~rticipant until ret irement at which time some form of 
single or join t life annuity w;u ld be avai lable. 

3·. For the Canadian participants, it wou ld be a group 
Reg istered Retirement Savings Plan with simi lar terms 
and payments of $300.00 and $150.00 per year (Canadian). 
~nte rest rates current ly are higher in Canada than they are 
in U.S.A. Otherwise, the features are similar to th e U.S. Tax 
Sheltered Annuity Plan. 
. Pa~tors cannot be in an IRA program and at the same 

time in the Conference retirement plan. 

If approved, the program will provide the fo llowing: 
r 1· .The pres~ nt recipients o f benefits sha ll cont inue to 
eceive benefits as heretofore and as stated in the Rules 

and ReguJ~tions o f the Pension Fund Program. 
in 2· Benefits a~crued as of Dec. 31 , 1979, for present pay­

g mem.bers will be secured by adopt ing thi s program. 
3· Paying members shall be able to increase their annual 

~aymen.ts into t~e plan. The amoun t is de termi ned bY th e 
.espec ti ve laws in the Uni ted States and Canada and the 
income of the member. 

4· The Con ference shall continue to provide an annual 
suhbs1dy i.n the amoun t of $150 per dues-pay ing member 
w 0 cont inues in the pension program w ith Crown Life. 

·j 
1 

) 

RECOMMENDATION NO. 2-NOMINATIONS FOR THE 
POSITION OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. 

Dr. G. K. Zimmerman, the incumbent executive sec­
retary, will not seek ree lection for t~is position. The ~en­
eral Council selected a representative Search Comm1tte.e 
to review the position o f executive secretary ~nd submit 
recommended nominees to th e General Council. . 

Recommended: That the names of the Rev. J~hn .Bin­
der D D secretary for Stewardship and Communications 
and th.e Rev. Willis Potratz, Great Lakes Area ~ecretary , be 
placed on the ballot tor the position of execu t1v.e s~c re.t.ary 
with the opportunity as provided in the const1tut1on for 
additional nominations ... to be made from the floor of 
the Conference." 

RECOMMENDATION NO. 3-FORMATJON OF AN 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE . 

Recommended: That a) an Executivfe ICI on:im1tteeemobfetrhs~ 
G I C ·1 be formed with th e o owing m . 

enera ou.nc1 rator eneral treasurer, chairman of 
~oderator, vice m~~~ship' tommittee, the most recent 
Finance and Ste executive secretary. 
past moderator and the .ttee shall have full power to act 

b) The Executive. Com~~own in paragraph c. and make 
concerning those iten:is between sess ions, except that 
needed recommendat~f n~o change the constitution or the 
it shall have no authori Y to act contrary to the same. It 
bylaws of the Conference or ective cooperating agencies 
is understood that the res~ss ues concerning them. The 
would be consulted 0~ thee 

1
mmittee shall be reported to 

actions of the Executive 0 

the General Co~ncil. 11 b the functions of the Executive 
c) The following sha e 

Committee: . . eview budget income and 
1) To pe~1od1c all yd ~etermine a course of action to 

expenditures an d t 
maintai~ a balanced b~ e~e ~n sion plans from t~ e 

2) To re~e 1 v~ report~o 0 
ive tounsel, which will main­

agenc1es in order d gand we ll-coordinated Confer­
tain a we ll-balance 
ence program. ence matters referred by the 

3) To attend to c.o~~rch do not fall into the specifi c 
General Council ncy board or committee. 
sphere of any age ' 

RECOMMENDATION NO. 4- LONG RANGE 

PLANNING COMMITTEE h e be a Long Range Planning 
Recommended: a) t.hat ~o~mittee. . 

Committee as a standingh. on thi s committee be: Vice 
b) That the me~bers ~oderator, executive secretary 

moderator as chairman, appointed triennially by the 
and four members at l arg~heads are to serve as resource 
moderator. The departmen 
persons without vote. f ons of the Long Range Plan-

e) That some of the tune I 

ning Committee be: ommend what the N.A.B. s ho~ld 
1) To study and rec ds in our society (population 

do about future t~~n hilosophy of life). 
trends, age chang 'pest what serv ices will be 

2) To study and As~~~embership in th~ fu'.~re and 
importan t to N. d~ne to insu re their ava1lab1 l1 ty. 
what should be mmend long-range plans for the 

3) To study and reco 
conference. 

RECOMMENDATION NO. 5-VOTING POWER OF THE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ON ALL BOARDS 
AND COMMITTEES 

The constitution of the Conference provides in Article 
V, paragraph 3, that the executive secretary "shall coor­
dinate the activities of all cooperating organizations in 
their relation ship to the Conference. All budget estimates, 
financial statements and requests of the cooperating or­
ganizations which contemplate or result in expansion, 
budget changes, spec ial financial efforts or change in 
policy shall be obtained by and transmitte? through the 
executive sec retary to the proper committees of the 
General Council." 

Recommended: That the role of executive secretary be 
-strengthened by granting that position the power to vote 
on all boards and committees. 

RECOMMENDATION NO. 6-PAST MODERATOR TO 
BE A VOTING MEMBER OF GENERAL COUNCIL. 

Recommended: Since the most recent past moderator 
is designated as a member of the proposed Executive 
Committee and since all members of that committee 
should be ~oting members of the General Council, it is re­
commended that the most recent past moderator be 
granted status of a voting member on the General Council. 

RECOMMENDATION NO. ?-CHURCH MINISTRIES 
BOARD SUSPENDED FOR THREE YEARS . 

Recommended: Upon suggestion of the Conference 
Planning Committee and the concurrence of the Church 
Mini stries Board, the General Council recommends that 
the Church Ministries Board be suspended for three years 
on a trial basi s and that the departm ent utilize task forces 
appointed by th e staff for specific needs. If this 
recommendation should be approved, the current 
members of the Church Ministries Board wou ld continue 
serving for another triennium. 

RECOMMENDATION NO. 8-CONFERENCE STAFF 
TERM OF OFFICE. 

The possibility of limiting the term of office of any 
Conference staf f person received considerab le discus­
sion and consideration. It was felt that the experience of a 
person serving in a parti cular Conference office posit ion 
took years to build. The Confe rence would lose this ex­
perience if it changed staff frequently. Furthermore, 
should the Conference limit positions to a given number 
of terms or years, prospective candidates may not be w ill­
ing to consider such a Conference office position. The 
very fact that the Conference has the opportunity to vote 
for the elected as well as the appointed positions through 
the General Council , which approves staff appointments, 
guarantees a proper length of service. If the Executive 
Committee is approved, it can counsel w ith persons 
where there is incompetency. 

Recommended: That there be no limit to the tenure of 
offi ce of any Conference staff person. 

Please give these recommendations your prayerful con­
cern. D 
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the 
GROWING Features from you r Church Minis tries 

Department 

Denny's Column 

by 
Denny 
Miller 

(Denny is a college student, living in Port­
land, OR, and she invites youth (or par­
ents) to send in questions. She (and other 
young people) wi{{ do their best to pro­
vide he/pf uf answers.) 
This spring I entered two different con­
tests a1 school. One was for a positio n 
and the other, an award. I was assured of 
geuing both of them . But you do n' t want 
to act li ke 1ha1. So I kepi saying, "IL 
doesn't matt er if I don't get those 
awards.' ' 

When the wi nners were announced a nd 
all of my friends made it, and they never 

No Immunity 
by Linda Weddle 

There's something very subtle ha ppening 
today-somethi ng so subtle 1ha1 innocent 
people get ca ught up in ii wi tho ut kno w­
ing what they a re doing. 11 is the populari­
ty of religious culls , sects, a nd new re li­
gions . 

You might thi n k thi s is somethin g 
which doesn't concern you in your she l­
tered, Christia n at mos phere . You a re not 
immune . 

Be wary. These groups prey on youth. 
They realize 1ha1 yo ung people a re sea rch­
ing for answers and a re o f ten easily led. 
The name o f Ch ri st and the use o f Scrip­
ture are often so cleverl y interwoven into 
their own doc t ri nes that you might be 
tricked into 1hinking thi s is a new branch 
of yo ur local church. 

There are ways 10 be o n your g uard. 
I. Beware of any group which worships 
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edge Brief, provocati ve art icles to expand th e 
growing edge of the mind a nd soul-to 
suggest, perhaps , new avenues of thought 
and acti on. 

called my name, it did ma tter. I congra t­
ulated everyone, laughed and sm iled a 
lot. 

Walking back to my room alone, the 
fac t that I lost hurt. H ow could I be s uch 
a fai lu re? Why did my friends get it over 
me? Was this going to be the pattern of 
my life-trying and never succeeding? 
Never realizing dreams? What went 
wrong? What was God trying to te ll me? 
Didn't he see that I deserved winni ng? 

Now that the contest was over, I had a 
decision to make. Should I let the fai lure 
determine my att itudes a nd communica­
ti on with those a round me, or could I 
ma ke something good come o ut of it? 

O n the bulletin board , I had pi nned up 
a littl e note I had received some t im e 
earlier. 

" My dearest Denny: Thank you for al­
lowing trials to turn to gold. Surely you 
are one of my most fai rhfu f children. A l­
though y ou are seeking signs for my will 
for your lif e, do not worry my child; the 
only sign y ou need is the promise of my 
everlasting and constant lo ve. Continue 

a person. A ny religio n , cull , o r sec t wh ich 
looks Lo an ind ividua l rather than 10 God 
for it s a uthori ty has a serious problem (I 
T im. 2 :5; H eb. 12:2). 

2. Beware of any group which demands 
your possessions or money. IL is tr ue tha t 
we a re 10 give ma teri a l possessio ns to the 
Lord. H owever , God does not expec t us 
to become destitute o r begga rs because of 
our g iving. If we have given o urselves to­
tally to him , .a ll that we own is a lso hi s (2 
Cor. 9 :7; I Tun. 5:8). 

3. Beware of anyone who wants you to 
denounce your parents. The Lord created 
the famil y unit , and he has a s pecific pur­
pos~ fo r. the parenr -~hild rela tionship , es­
pecia ll y 111 the Chns11a n home (Eph. 6 :2). 
. 4 . Beware of any mystical f or11111las for 
11111er relaxarion, comfort, or peace. 1 f 
you wan t 10 take a few minutes 10 be b 
yo urself, th~ l ' s fine. But instead o f c han1~ 
111g a 111urg1ca l formula , why no t ta lk to 
yo ur Sav ior? (Jo hn 14: 26, 27). 

5. Beware of any group which demands 
a person meet worldly requirements in 

to seek ME and a/I these answers shall be 
given to you. Lo ve, Jesus. " 

On the other side was jotted , "Share 
with o thers how God is using your weak­
nesses to confor m you to th e image of his 
Son" (Romans 8:28, 29). 

If I am li ving for m yself, I ha ve every 
right to becom e bit ter a nd depressed. If I 
am living fo r C hrist , I have a res ponsibili ­
ty to him . It a lmost came as a s hock that 
even if I wiped clean yesterday's slate, I 
still could never ach ieve perfec tio n. This 
would not be m y last failure . All through 
life I would lose at things , some s mall and 
some big. 

Some fai lures will a lways be ha rd to 
take. But they can't be a llo wed to rule 
me. There are lessons, growth, and 
o pportunities behi nd fai lure . Failu re may 
be s uccess in di sguise. 

"Whatever th ings were ga in to me, 
those things I have co unted as loss for th e 
sa ke of C hrist . . . I count a ll things to be 
loss in view of the surpassing value of 
knowing C hrist J esus my Lord .... " 
(Ph il. 3 :7, 8). 

order to belong (Titus 3:5). In o ur sin ful 
na tu res, there is nothing we can do 10 ac­
qu ire sa lvation or favor with God. In o u r 
spiritual na tures, there is no sin (Col. 
2: I 0). There is nothing we can do to ma ke 
our s piri tual na tures a ny more per fect 
than they a lready are! Any works we d o 
sho uld be o ur way of expressing love to 
our Lo rd, not a way of gaining favor. Re­
ligious groups set u p sta ndards by which 
they sa y a person must live in order to be 
saved . The Lo rd te lls us o ur sa lvation is 
by fait h. 

So wha t do you do if a ques tio nable 
person does approach you to join th eir 
Bible study , retreat, or whatever? 

F irst o f a ll, as k them q uestio ns . Do 
they believe the Bible is the inspired Word 
o f God? Do they believe in the vi rgi n 
birth o f Chri st and in the d ei ty o f C h ris t? 
Ask them what authori ty backs up their 
beli e fs. Under what circumsta nces a re 
they perso na lly in volved? Do they li ve 
with th e gro up o r a t ho me? Are there a ny 
requirements for mem bers hi p? 

I f your questions a ren 't answered 
directl y, back o ff. Ask for a doctrinal 
statement of the group. And again , if 
they won' t give you one, back off. 

Be certa in of what you a re joining be-

Peace 
by Susan Wallway, 
Hillsboro, OR 

Walking down a misty s hore, I struggled 
fro m within. The mist settled upon me 
li ke a heavy weight, and the s un 's rays 
were lik e ice. 

Inside my soul, the raging storm was 
reach ing its peak. This fighting was about 
to d est roy me, like a shell crushed against 
the rocks by surging waves. I tried to keep 

A Di ff icu It 
Passage 
Chri sti a n teens li ve in the world-at 
school, a t work, and often a t play . They 
rub sho ulders with ma ny who are going 
through devastating times. Dr. T heodore 
Ru bin , a New York psychoanalyst , g ives 
us a look at some of the emot iona l pro­
blem s C hri stian teens see in many of their 
peers a nd may even experience them­
selves . What can you as youth or adult 
do? We can begin by understanding. H ere 
is a capsule descri p1ion of them. . 

Depression. This is not a pass 111.g 
mood; yet parents find i.t ha rd to take ~t 
serio usly. T eens say their pa rents won l 
ta lk about it , except for an occasional 
" cheer up, things will gel better. " Pr?f.es­
sio na l consult a tion is necessary: su1c1de 
among youths suffering from d epress ion 
is not uncommo n. 

Loneliness. Young people yearn to ex­
cha nge tho ughts, ideas and feelings with 
other people. A lack of open talk between 
pa rents and teens ma kes fo r a sense .of 
isola tio n th at ca n be extreme to the point 

of despair. 
Co nformity and peer acceptance. 

You ths think conform ity a nd peer a:cep-

t h Vay to comba t loneliness a nce are t e \ f 
and depressio n so some o f them con ori:n 

' · f their compuls ively 10 the behavior 0 . 
peers . In so doing, they surrender their 
own va lues good judgment, and heal~hy 

' · Seek mg sense of their own u111 queness_. 
peer approval a lso leads to lashlllg .o ut a t 
adu lt aut ho rity represented by their pa r-

em s. 
Popularity. T he need fo r gro up ~ccep­

. h feeli ngs o f 111ade-
ta nce , coupled wll 

1 
· eel 

o mpu s1ve ne quacy often leads to a c . 
to be iiked . T hus , the quest fo r populan -

fore you join. Once you get involved, it is 
extremely difficult Lo become uninvolved . 
Even those people who do break ties with 
such a group o ften have serious emotion­
al problems for the rest of their lives. 

my mind in some form of order, but 
nothing helped. No event from the past 
could I associate with this turmoil. 

Never, until now, had I ever really 
needed God. Entangled in a confusing 
muddle of loneliness, self-pity, and guilt , 
I could stand no more. Alone it is impos­
sible to lift such a burden. I cried for 
help, and the greatest power living an­
swered my plea. God calmed my t roubled 
spirit. The waves, tha t threatened to tip 
my unbalanced emotio ns, ceased . Be­
cause he cared fo r a little noboby like me, 
the mist li fted a nd the Son freed me. 

Ly. It is fed by the popular not ion that 
popularity equals happiness. 

Destructive acting out. This includes 
promiscuity, prostitution, drug use, a nd 
other harmful acti vit ies. Teenagers say 
that much of this kind of behavior stem s 
from loneliness, depressio n , and the need 
of recognition by their peers. Some will 
do anyt hing to conform to the standards 
of o thers a nd 10 be liked . 

" Being a girl." T here still seems to be a 
significant number of girls who feel that 
being female means being inferior. They 
feel tha t they have been born a nd rele­
gated to second-class citi zenshi p a nd that 
their situa tion is hopeless. This leads to 
feelings o f pessimism , frustration a nd 
rage. Some parents treat their daugh ters 
as if they were not equal to their sons. 

Macho confusion. Many boys feel in­
ferior because they do not desire to, a nd 
in some cases can 't , co nform to " macho 
standards" in sports , sex and aggressive 
ac1 ivi1 ies . Many are hurt and confused 
because they like an, poetry, and m u­
sic-" non-macho things." 

Looks and weight. T eens are preoccu­
pied with looks, and parti cularly weight. 
Many feel that if they looked di fferent , 
they would gain instant happiness. This 
preoccupa tion with the physical causes a 
lack o f intellectual development, fear o f 
aging, a nd low self-esteem. 

Unrequited love. Some teenagers a re 
too much occupied with a mythica l fan­
tasy of a per fect love that gives heaven o n 
earth . ll a rises from feelings of inade­
quacy a nd a need to join with a "perfect 
self" in an effort to feel whole a nd ad e­
quate. 

Sexual confusion. Confusion a nd 
ignorance about sex a re very much a live. 
Teens compla in about not being able to 
get reli able in format io n from their par­
ents . They get much misin fo rmat ion from 

The best defense, of course, against 
getting involved in any quest ionable 
group is to be so sure of what the Bible 
teaches that if anything contradicts it, 
you ' ll know immediately. 

There may be more storms, but God is 
with me to keep me from the rocks that 
would otherwise crush m e to total de­
struction. 

Give your whole life to God, and he 
will provide a refuge, as he has done so 
ma ny other times fo r so m any others. 

"My heart is in a nguish within me, a nd 
the terrors of death have fallen upon me 
.... I would hasten to m y place of ref­
uge from the stormy wind and tempest" 
(Psalm 55:4, 8). 
(Susan is one of the young people from 
the Faith Baptist Church in Hillsboro.) 

their peers and from their own fantasies. 
Intra-family problems. The most com­

mon problems chi ld ren of a ll ages-from 
the very young through adolescents­
compla in about in this a rea are: (1) fa­
voritism o f one sibling over a nother, (2) 
parental abuse and exploitation, (3) over­
protecti veness, (4) parents who ha te each 
other , (5) alcoholic parents, and (6) pa r­
ents who do not express their feelings or 
tho ughts. 

Shyness means stupidi ty . Many teen­
agers equate being shy with "being 
dumb" or having "no perso na lity ." On 
the other hand, they think being outgoing 
and being the life o f the party means be­
ing smart a nd happy. The one who is re­
ser ved, they suppose, is dumb and mis­
erable. 
(from Youthletter, September 1978. Used 
by permissio n.) 

We Mold Them 
I took a piece of living clay 

And gently formed it day by day 
And moulded w ith my press and a rt 

A young child' s soft a nd yielding heart. 

I came again when years were gon e, 
It was a man I looked upon. 

He still tha t early impress wore, 
And I could cha nge it never more . 

I took a piece o f p lastic clay 
A nd idly fash ioned it one day. 

And as my fingers pressed it s till 
IL moved a nd yielded to m y w ii l. 

I came again when d ays were past 
The fee l of clay was hard at last' 

The form I gave, it s till bore· · 
But l could change tha t fo,rm 

no more. 
- A no n ymous 
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rnt SAl313Arn 
On Sunday Christian believers can joyful­
ly exclaim with the psalmist , " This is the 
day which the Lord hath made; we will re­
joice and be glad in it." 

Often the Sabbath day and Sunday a re 
looked upon as one religious hol iday; yet 
these insti tutions are very distinct in ori­
gin and purpose. The Jewish Sabbath 
commemorates the first crea ti on of the 
world. The Christian Sunday commem­
orates the new creation in Christ. 

Since God rested on the seventh day of 
the week, He instituted the Sabbath for 
man's happiness and benefit. On that day 
all manual labor was to cease. This prac­
tice was especially enjoined upon the Is­
raelites in the giving of the Ten Com­
mandments. To them it was to be a "per­
petual covenant ," and received primary 
place in the Law. Furthermore, it was to 
be a sign to distinguish Israel from ot her 
nations. The "chosen people" should 
"remember the Sabbat h day to keep it ho­
ly." 

In the beginning, the first Ch rist ians 
observed the Sabbath as well as the first 
day of the week . "They met with one ac­
cord in the temple." The apostles went to 
the temple " to teach and to reason." 
There is no positi ve command that Sun­
day should be observed as a day of public 
worship. 

Jesus observed the Sabbath , bu t he 
gave his disciples a more liberal interpre­
tat ion of the Sabbat h la w. He asserted th e 
true fundamental idea as fulfi lling the 
human need. Jesus claimed to be the Lord 

Rev. John £. Crygo, retired N.A. B. pas­
tor and Conference worker, lives in Wa­
verly, Ohio. 
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of the Sabbath; th us it was for him to di­
rect his disciples to labor in his service al ­
so on the sevent h day o f the week. He told 
his cri ti cs that one does not break the law 
by doing works o f mercy. 

Our Lord himself taught in the tem ple 
and synagogues. He also healed on th e 
Sabbath day the infirm woman, the impo­
tent man, the blind man , the man with the 
withered hand and the man wi th dropsy. 

Christiani ty began Sunday morning. 
All four Evangelists te ll us tha t Jes us rose 
from the grave on the first day of the 
week. He honored the day by appearing 
to Mary Magda lene, the women and the 
disciples. Small wonder that Jesus ' fol­
lowers honored the Lord's day by as­
sembling themselves voluntar il y for wor­
shi p and the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. They did not honor a dead Chri st 
but thei r risen Lord. · 

In his teachings the apostle Paul speci­
fica ll y makes it plain that Christians are 
no more in bondage to the Mosaic law 
which sa ys, Do this and live! But ou; 
Lord says, Live and you will do this! 

Jesus is the end of the ceremonial law 
by having satis fied the demands through 
his death on the cross . Now everyone tha t 
beli eves in hi m is declared righteous in 
God's s ight and is vindica ted o f any 
charge of sin in connection with fai lure to 
keep the Mosaic law. 

Faith in Christ is so important that it 
lowers the Jew to the level of Gentiles, for 
both arc on equa l terms in the co ndit ion 
of 5alva1ion. Paul' s ex hortat ion to th e 
Galatian churches still works. "Stand 
fast , therefore, in the liberty wherewit h 
Christ hath made us free, and be ye 1101 
entangled again with the yoke o f bon-

by John E. Grygo 

dage." It simply means that if we cele­
brated the seventh day of the week, we 
would ha ve returned to Judaism. 

f. 1 hrec Ch urch history d uring the 1rst 
· · · a t facts as to centuries gives us import n 

the observance of Sunday as a day ~f rest 
and worship. We find references in the 

. T 1 · gs of the Epistle of Barnabas the cac 11 11 
' f the Twelve Apos tles, the Report o 

Roman official Plinius to t he Emperor 
. J · Martyr 111 TraJ·an and especia ll y us t1n 1 . 

' · · faith 10 his letter defendi ng the Chn s11an 
Emperor Antonius Pius. . . 

1 
t 

Lik ewise it is a his tom:al fac t, t 1.a
1 . . . 21 A D wl11 c Emperor Consta nt ine 1n 3 · " . I 

· · ave lcga re-still a nominal Clms11 an, g 
1 

as 
cogn it ion 10 the observance of Sunc ay . 

. ·teen years a day o f rest only . It was six . 
1
. 

. d · the fa ith o later that he was baptize in 
Chris t short ly be fore his dea th . . . 

f II ed l11m, ex-O t her emperors, who o ow 
. . observance. tended the edict to a stricter . . 

" I · Nicca 1n It was the fi rst church counc1 111 
1 
.. t 

· I h" 1rs 325 A D that a t las t cleclarec 1 <.: d 
11 · " f the Lor · day of the week as the Day 0 ror 

I at Empc was nearly 450 years la ter t le 
1 1 d S d'1y a cga Cha rlemagne procla im e un ' ., 

. . I . ca lm wc1<.: hol iday All people w11h1 n l lS r 
. I labor o n required to cease from manua < • ll 

' . ·15 1n a that day. This prac tice prevai b ·omc 
Chr istia n na tio ns today a nd h~~ a~~I re­
the core of o ur Western cul tui 

ligio n. . . rel ava il-
What 's more, there 1s no rcLO f 

. . . arg• umcnt o able o f any d1scuss1on o r c 
d' ffc rcnc that time I hat I here arose any .1 f I he 

of opinion over the obscrvanl:C 0 

1 
b 

Lo rd 's day. It was accepted as na tu ra 
1
.Y 

d · the ho 1-car ly Christians that Stu~ ay 15 day 
day o f Christ 's res urrec t io n and 1 he 
of ~p i ritual crea tion in Christ. , 

PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

A Will 
Contest 

by Everett A. Barker 

As I write this article I am flyi n~ 35,.000 
feet above the ground . But my mrnd is.on 
the ground in a probate court, reflectrng 
on the events of the day as an observer ~f 
a will contest in which our Conference ts 
the beneficiary of a modest bequest. 
However, we are in no way party to the 

contest. h . 
T he probate judge opened the earing 

with the usual courtroom dec_orum, as 
. t d !Jarties sat on each side of the 1111eres e d ff 
courtroom, and the lawyers square. o 
011 opposite sides of the tab le. The issue 

, soon stat ed that the terms of the de-
,, as · 1· to the 
cedcnt 's Will were unsat1 s actory , · 
one s ide who charged lack o f will , mak mg 

"t y and undue inOuence on the part 
capac1 f' . . of the 
of those who became bene i.c1aries. 
Will. They wanted the prio.r Wi ll and 
Trust admi tted as the Last Wi ll and Test-

f til e decedent The decedent had ament o · 
I' . !Iv changed his Wi ll and estate plan rac 1ca , 

1 1
.
1
.f 

in the declining mont is o. I e. 
The witnesses 10 the Will were ca lled to 

the stand and ques tioned '. P~rhaps so me 
of us have witnessed the s1gn111g of a will 

The Rev. Everett A. Barker, fon.ner 
associate secretary f ~r estate plan11111g, 
North A 111erica11 Bap llst Co11fere11ce. 

and given little thought to the signific~nce 

of the procedure . ln this case c?ns1dcr­
able probing was done to determrne who 
was in the room a t th e time and the con­
versation of the lawyer, decedent and 
witnesses. 

The lawyer who drafte~ the ~ill was 
cross-examined about detatls of his meet­
ings and conversation with the decedent. 
His notes, time sheets and t e lepho~e con­
versati ons were admitted as evidence. 
Conversation concerning the de~eden t 's 
comments and dec isions regardrng be-
quests were discussed. . 

The counsel for the defense !fled to 
rove that the last Will tru ly r~presen ted 

t~1e int entions o f the decedent w11h ~ut un­
due inOuence and that he was ma~ 1 .ng his 
own decis ion regarding the d1spostt1on of 
his estate. 

The counsel for the cont estants, on ~ h e 
other hand, sought to prove that the prior 
Will and Trust of the decedent was a truer 
representat ion of the att itudes an~ li fe­
long interests of the decedent. Attitudes 
abou t probate costs, fees, taxes and 
relati ves were all la id bare in court. The 
new Will o f the deceden ~ was reversal o f 
previous in terests and attitudes. 

Following the lengthy . courtr~om 
roceedings, the judge will examrne, 

p . I and determine whet her the 
we1g i f I ad 
evidence does or does not avor t le -
mission of the Will to probate. I see truth 
on both sides of the contest. Over an 
ei hi -year span of time I had. personally 
~wersed with the decedent , srnce .he had 

c l d some assets in a trust wit h the 
Pace I. . I t he 
Con ference. The sad t i rng is t ia ' 

Id have helped relat ives, the Lord s 
cou ' h d t work and saved taxes wll a goo esta e 
plan. . 

Out of this experience and.others that I 
have had in working in the field of estate 
planning I would like to make a few ob­
servations: 
I. The o lder we become, the . ~ore 

difficult it is io make good dec1s1ons. 
We are torn between a lifet ime o f 
exper ience and present realities. 

2. Advancing age has a profound 
influence on us, and we can become 
very emotional in the tender m~nt h s 
and days before deat h . Last mrnu te 
decisions are not always the best 
ones. 

3. 

4. 

Make your es tate plans early and 
up-dat e them while physical an? 
menta l faculties reOect your real atti­
tudes in life. 
When yo u work with a lawyer or 
o ther estate plann ing counsel, do not 
hide in format ion about your posses­
sions. It can make a s ignifi c~n t 
difference in the estate plan know111g 
the size and composition of the as­
sets. This can cos t your hei rs unnec­
essary expense. It is lik e going to the 
doctor and refusing to devulge a per­
sistent phys ical problem. 

5. If you have sufficient assets, giv'mg 
while living can be a wi e mo,·e . 
Hoarding and hangi ng on to mo re 
money rhan we can e •'er use rob~ us 
of the benefit and blessing o f enjoy­
ing the mat eria l benefits God has al ­
lowed us ro ha ve. You can't rake ir 
with you, so why not learn to give 
while you live? 

P.S. The subsequent ru ling of the judge in 
this will contest admitted the last dated 
Will as the Last Will and Tes tament of 
the decedent. 0 

TBllSTS 
A flexible instrument 
for financial and 
estate planning 
needs. 

TWO KINDS 

Living-for use during 
your life-Can be revo­
cable or irrevocable 
Testamentary - created 
by your will for others 

ADVANTAGES 

1. Avoids Probate 
2. Not Public 

Information 
3. Saves Time 
4. Professional 

Management 

Please send the fol l ~wing 
broch ures for more information: 

o " There's Will Wisdom in a 
Testamentary Trust." 

O "Giving Through Living 
Trusts " 

O I desire a personal visit to 
get more information 
about trusts 

Send to: North American Bapti st Con· 
ference, 1 So. 210 Summi t Ave., Oak­
brook Terrace, Vi lla Park, IL 60181 
Phone: (312) 495-2000 
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GOD'S BLESSINGS IN 
SPRING TEXAS 

CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by Ron Miller 

NOW MEETING· JENKINS EL EM 
HOU SCHOOL 10 00 

MOPll HG 'Ill OR SHIP 11 00 
HA D E MILLE R 353 4540 

AN BAPTI ST CONFER ENCE 

The Treschwig Baptist Church became more than just a vi­
sion when Pastor Ron Miller, Nancy and Paul moved to 
Spring, Texas, in Apri l 1977. Following several months o f 
surveying, services were begun in September at the nearby 
Jenkins Elementary School. The coming of God's Volun­
teers in January gave a real boost to the drawing together 
of a nucleus group o f committed families . The fo llowing 
spring was a time of genuine growth in doctrin a l studies 
and preparation fo r the actua l beginning o f a new church. 

Significant events during the past year include our firs t 
baptismal service, June 11 ; the offic ial organi zation of o ur 
church, June 25; o ur VBS Parents ' Day, with a n atten­
dance of 51, and our recognition b y the Southern Associa­
tion in September I978 . The continua tio n of our C hrist­
mas Manger Scene m inist ry was a real highl ight for the 
year. Following a well-attended morning service, we had 
planned an outdoor C hristmas Eve service to be held o n 
our property at the manger scene. Approximately 50-75 
people came. We had a joyful time in the Lord. 

The Rev. Ron Mi/fer is pas/or of Treschwig Bap1is1 Church, 
Spring, TX. 
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Children getting ready for Sunday school at Treschwig Baptist Church. 

God has blessed us wi th a fellowsh ip in which C hris tians 
are growing : fami lies are uni ting in their s tand for their 
faith, and commitments are stro ng . Duri ng this past 
March, we did some self-eva luation using the " Looking at 
Our C hurch " survey from the C hu rch Ministr ies Depart­
ment. (We recommend it to your church). W e began ma k­
ing plans to strengthen several a reas o f our "body" -our 
grou p prayertime, our ou treach , and our ministries to the 
community. Another need we have is land. Fo r over eigh­
teen mo nth s, we have had on ly verbal agreement a bout our 
property, with efforts to finalize a contract seemingly 
fruit less. Just recent ly a new breakthrough has come, a nd 
we as k you to pray wi th us about this matter a nd the need 
for further outreach to ou r community. 

The future of our church looks brigh t when the truth of 
God's Word shines in the hearts of men. Maki ng the com­
munit y aware of its spiritual needs is our basic approach, 
centering upon the need of faith in Christ. Most of the 
families in o u r area, and ma ny we have been reaching, 
have some background o f church affi liation , but a re cur­
rent ly doing little o r no thing about their needs. The con­
tinual new growth in our commun ity , and the constant 
turnover present a real need for God's truth to s hine brigh t 
indeed! D 

SPIRITUAL FOOD IN A 
DELICATESSEN STORE 
INTRODUCING THE 
SIERRA COLLEGE BAPTIST CHURCH 

by Phyl Putz 
. . . the Sacramen to area know much 

Few people !IVI~~ in Rocklin and Loomis , located three 
about the small cities of h s· foothi lls off Interstate 
miles apart a t the edge oft e ie~~ver again that he had 
80. But God is proving.t?evse~v~~ long before they existed. 
plans for these comm~m 1 

h h b of the cross-continen-
H . · 11 Rockhn was t e u 

1stonca Y' . 1 l 900s. Both cities date 
ta! ra il industry dunngf thhel e~rc~ntury and still attract the 
back to the gold rush 0 t e as 

weekend miner· Sacramento suburbs began to 
In the early 1970s, whenRocklin and Loomis also began 

push north a nd. eastwa~dd its population in five years, and 
to grow: Rockhn doub e 11 acreages in the surrounding 
Loomis grew th ro ugh sma ·eel Rocklin to grow from 

·d p esent plans proJ 
countrys1 e. r 

0 
!us in five to ten years. 

its present 6,000 t.o 24 ,oo P . the city of Fair Oaks , the 
f. nutes away, in f . . 

T wenty- 1ve m1 eading its wings o m1ms-
Sunrise Bapt is t Ch urch was sprkey families from o u r area 

b Year ago two . 
try, and a out a w{ih that same spirit of lovrng con-
requested that a church 
cern be esta blished here. chased just off Interstate 

Last A ugust 15, land wLas pu~s Just fifteen days later, 
kl . and oom1 . 

80 between Roe in . d to meet with the Northern 
' d Jo P utz a rnve . d P as tor Ph y! an . Committee and intereste 

California Church Extension 

persons . the Putzes arrived. After several 
O n January I, 1979, held our first Study H our and 

sm all group meetings, we 1 a delicatessen, owned by 
. . of all P aces, 26 

Worship Service in, . d Wendy Carlson. From • on 
fellow -C hristians: Ric~ an grew to about 45 by May. In 
January 2 1, the atte~ an~~Y evening meetings, where we 
April we began We nes h'p prayer and Bible study. 

, . . te fe llows I , h ·ght 
encourage inuma the P utzes' home) always ~s e1 
Our ch ild care cente.r ( dd .. n to the regular worshipers. 

. s in a iuo .k T d to twelve ht tle one '. ted by people h e ony an 
I b dy 1s represen h b · k of 

Our churc 1 o rink of divorce, now on t e r.111 , 
Debbie once on the b J twent y years mature 111 the 

. . ' G e and oy, · d D ·s who mini stry; eorg 
0 

le like Maurice an o.n • 
Lord It represents pe PR ho Baptist Church in Sacra-

. 1 Willow anc . d 
he lped begin t 1e 

8 
bara the firs t bapusms an mar-

mento, and Dan an~ a~ach ~ne who comes is treated as 
riage in o ur ne~v bo Y · . 
God's specia l g ift to ~s . the prayer and financial support 

We great ly apprec1atse ·se Baptist the Northern Cali-
l h unn • . 

of our moth~r ~ i urc ~r Conference Church Extension De-
fornia Assoc1al!on, 0 We will be fai thful stewards of 
partment, and now, you. D 

your gifts . 

. pasror of rhe Sierra College Baprist 
The Rev. Phy! PllfZ 15 . 
Church, Rocklin-Loo1111s, CA. 

Pastor Putz leading Bible study. 

Church family greeting new comers before worship service begins. Pastor 
Putz is on right. 

Part of the congregation In worship, with delicatessen counter In 
background. 

Congregation at a potluck supper fellowship on a Wednesday night . 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred V. Schacht, Lorraine, 
KS celebrated their 50th wedding anniver­
sarY April 4, 1979. A dinner for about 40 
guests was given in thei r honor by the 
family. A pre-anniversary ce lebration at 
Christmas was observed in Chicago with 
their four daughters and families present. 
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The daughters are Mrs. Eldon Sch roeder, 
Chicago, IL; Mrs. Douglas Friederichsen, 
Orange, CA; Mrs. Jerome Jannsen, Lor­
raine, and Mrs. Jerry Stromberg, Haut 
Thoiry, France. Mr. and Mrs. Schacht are 
members of the First Baptist Ch urch, Lor­
raine, where they have resided all their 
married life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Frers celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary on April 27, 
1979. Mr. Frers served as Sunday school 
teacher, deacon and church moderator. 

Grace Baptist Church, Ochre River, MB, 
honored them at the Sunday evening ser­
vice, recognizing their invo lvement in var­
ious church offices and presenting them 
with gifts. Family and friends participated 
in the service which highlighted their fifty 
years together. They have twelve children. 
(Fred J. Amman, reporter.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Waller Kruschke were 
honored on the occasion of their golden 
wedding anniversary on March 24, 1979, .by 
members and friends of Parkland Bapti st 
Church, Spruce Grove, AB, as well as r~l­
at ives of the couple at an open house in 

the Church. On March 25 c lose friends and 
family gathered for a smorgasbord and 
program. They were charter members of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Lethbridge, AB; 
Salem Baptist Church, Edmonton, AB, and 
are presently the senior members at Park­
land Baptist Church, Spruce Grove, AB. 
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They served in various capacities in the 
different churches they at tended. They 
have four children, who with their families 
attended the 50th anniversary ce lebration. 

MARION, KS. The King 's Daughters of Em­
manuel Baptist Church had their annual 
missionary program on Sunday evening , 
April 22, 1979. A joint salad-sandwich sup­
per with the Strassburg Baptist Church 
preceded the program. Miss Florence Mil­
ler, missionary, showed slides and told of 
the work in Japan. Miss Miller also spoke 
at the morning service in both churches. 

The King's Daughters o f Emmanuel 
Baptist Church sponsored a mother­
daughter salad supper for the women of 
the church on Friday evening, May 4, 1979. 
The program consisted o f music and tri­
butes to mothers. The Rev. James Brygger 
is pastor of the Emmanuel Church. (Mrs. 
Herman Janzen, reporter.) 

SIDNEY MT. Easter Su nday, April 15, 
1979, was truly a day of rejoicing for ev­
eryone at the First Baptist Church. Fol­
lowing the morning message by the pas­
tor, the Rev. Dale Axt, we had a commu­
nion service. In addition, three infants 
were dedicated to the Lord by their par­
ents. Our ser\i ice concluded with a bap­
tismal service in which seven adults fol­
lowed the Lord in bapti sm. 

Later that evening, we viewed the Billy 
Graham film, "Shiokari Pass." (Cyndee 
Axt, reporter.) 

ST. CATHERINES, ON. Lakeshore Bapti st 
Church celebrated its tenth anniversary 
with a banquet o n Saturday night, Apri l 21, 
and special services on Sunday, the 22nd. 
The first pastor of the church, the Rev. 
Henry Schumacher, Vernon, BC, was the 
guest speaker. The Rev. Ru bin Kern, for­
mer Eastern Area secretary, Burlington, 

ON, participated in the service. 
A group of 14 (pic tured) were welcomed 

into the membership of the church on 
Easter Sunday evening, Apri l 15, fo llowing 
the communion .service. Ten of the group 
were baptized in the morning service. 
(George E. Eng le, pastor.) 

GRAND FOR KS, ND. On April 15 during 
the evening service, the congregation was 
privi leged to hear the Rev. Les lie Albus 
give his sl ide presentation of his trip in 
January 1979 to the Holy Land. This was 
very in formative, very well done and really 
inspired us as believers. 

On April 28, the you th choir, under the 
direction of Jo Derman w ith assistance 
from Angie Schauer, presented a musical 
consist ing of music, drama and tes ti­
mon ies at the First Baptist Church, Fes­
senden, ND. The Rev. Robert J. Penner is 
pastor of the Grand Forks church. (Mrs. 
Bonita J. Shambaugh, reporter.) 

WINN IPEG, MB. Seven people publicly 
demonstrated Chri st living in thei r hearts 
by baptism on Eas ter Sunday, April 15, 
1979. What a joy for a young church, as 
225 people came to wi tness this identifica­
tion wi th Ch ri st. The Church is being chal· 
lenged to provide one-to-one discipling for 
the new members. 
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On April 22, our W.M.S. had their annual 
spring program with guest speaker, Mrs. 
Sara Pasic iel (pictured back center), for­
mer missionary to Cameroon. Or. David 
Lake is pastor o f the Church. (Dorothy 
Lake, reporter.) 

FREMONT OH. The annual meeting of the 
N.A.B. Penn-Ohio Association was held 
May 4-6 at the Calvary Baptist Church. 
Guest speakers were the Rev. and Mrs. Art 
Helwig, missionaries to Cameroon; th e 
Rev. Ray Harsc h, N.A.B. director of evan­
gelism, and the Rev. Wilmer Quiring, East­
ern Area secretary. 

The Fellowship Baptist Church of Evans 
City, PA, whose pastor is the Rev. Larry 
Cavin, was received into the membership 
of the Penn-Ohio Association. The Penn. 
Ohio Church Extension Committee recom­
mended to N.A.B. that this church become 
a ch urch extension project. The Assoc ia­
tion delegates vo ted that the member 
churches assu me the $1,500.00 partial 
support of the area secretary, as request­
ed by the N.A.B. General Council. 

Lunch was served on Saturday by the 
Women's Missionary Union. Rev. Ron 
Heis ler of Southside Baptis t Temple, 
Maumee, OH, was master of ceremonies 

at the Saturday evening banq uet. Special 
slid es and music were presented 
throughout the meetings. The Rev 
Richard Methner was host pastor. (Nor: 
man Methner, assis tant c lerk.) 

SIDNEY, MT. On March 28, 1979, the 
members of the First Baptist Church 
voted unan imously to put the church pro­
perty and the old church building up for 
sale and to construct a new church build­
ing on a new location. At the present time, 
the church buildi ng committee is seeking 
an architect to draw up floor plans and 
blueprints. We are prai sing the Lord for 
his guidance in this recent decision to 
step out in faith. The Rev. Dale H. Axt is 
pastor. (Cyndee Axt, reporter.) 

TURTLE LAKE, ND. On Apri l 24, at a very 
impressive evening service, we were priv­
ileged to wi tness the bapt ism of seven 
people (pictured with the pastor, the Rev. 

Dennis Goodin). During the service, we 
were favored with special numbers, and 
the pastor brought the message. This was 
followed by a fellowsh ip time in the lower 
audi torium. (Dori s Lindteigen, reporter.) 

HUNTER, KS. The Lad ies' Miss ion Circle 
of the Bethany Baptist Church observed 
their 58th anniversary on March 4, with 
Eleanor Weisenburger, missionary to 
Cameroon, as guest speaker. 

On April 29 one person was baptized by 
the Rev. Douglas Anderson, pastor, at the 
morning service. Th is Sunday concluded 
the ministry of the Andersons at Bethany. 
A fellowship dinner was held at noon. In 
the evening there was a special farewell 
and communion service. (Violet Wirth, 
reporter.) 

LANSING, Ml. On March 8, the members 
of Co lonia l Village Baptist Chu rch hon­
ored their pastor and family, the Rev. Dr. 
Arthur W. Boymook, wi th a tenth anni­
versary celebration. 

The speaker of the day was a former 
N.A.B. Seminary c lassmate of Dr. Boy· 
mook, the Rev. John Binder, stewardship 
and communications secretary, Oakbrook 
Terrace. IL. 

The Boymooks came to Colon ial Village 
Church from Jamesbu rg, NJ, where they 
enjoyed pastoring the First Baptist 
Church. This was also a ten-year pas­
tora te. 

The Boymooks have two daughters, 
Nola in junior high, and Nicole in first 
grade. 
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The congregation of Colonial Village 
Church is very happy with their pastor and 
family. We hope they stay another ten 
years. (Chas. W. Yeomans, reporter.) 

PRINCE GEORGE, BC. Unfair weather 
conditions did not hamper the enthusias­
tic spirits of the many friends and mem­
bers gathered for the groundbreaking ser­
vice of College Heights Baptist Church, on 
April 8, 1979. We were happy to have 
friends of our " mother church," Fort 
George Baptist, and our "grandmother 
church," Bethel Baptist, take part and 
share in this joyous occasion. After 
worshiping in a school gym for five years, 
we look fo rward with much anticipation to 
our ch urch building. 

On April 29, we witnessed the baptism 
of four persons by our pastor, the Rev. E. 
Klingenberg. We all shared in the spirit of 
joy in their step of obedience. (Violet 
Kwiatkowski , reporter.) 

EMERY, SD. The musical, " Get On Board, 
Children," was presented to an apprecia· 
l ive audience at First Baptist Church by 
the combined chi ldren's choirs, under the 
direct ion of Mrs. Larry Bender, on Sunday 
evening, April 1. Mrs. Jake Koskens and 
Mrs. Ron Triebwasser were assis tant 
direc tors. A to tal of 34 children and young 
people sang in the musical, which por­
trayed the biblical story of Noah's ark and 
the flood in a very impressive manner. 

The ad ult choir, directed by Mr. Barry 
Seifert, presented the can ta ta, " Hallelujah 

for the Cross," by John W. Peterson on 
Eas ter Sunday evening, April 15. Mrs. 
Robert Decker accompanied the choir at 
the piano. (Mrs. Otto Bleeker, reporter.) 

QU 'APPELLE VALLEY, SK. There were 93 
women registered at Echo Valley Centre in 
the beautiful Qu'appelle Valley Apri l 6 and 
7 for the third annual Saskatchewan Bap­
tist Women's Retreat. 

Missionary Tina Schmidt of Cameroon 
was the guest speaker. She shared her 
personal testimony and experiences on 
the fi eld. Esther Quiring, Regina, and Eve­
lyn Bertsch, Yorkton, led meaningful and 
stimulating Bible st udies based on the 
theme, " Growing in the grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior" (II 
Peter 3:18). 

The singing, testimonies, sharing, 
prayertime and good fellowship with old 
and new friends was time well spent in re­
charging our spiritual batteries. 

Lydia Pullman, pres ident of the Sas­
katchewan Baptist W.M.U., ably chaired 
the sessions. (Isabelle Nornberg , repor­
ter.) 

DERBY, NY. Your Church Extension pro· 
ject, Highland Baptis t Church, joined Tern· 
pie Baptist Church for a baptismal service. 
Pastor George Brite (pictured, back row, 
right) baptized ten persons. 

Easter Sunday began wi th a family 
breakfast , followed by the fi lm, "Very First 
Easter," in the Sunday school and climax­
ed with 107 at the morning worship (high­
est attendance ever). Praise the Lord! 
(Pastor G. Brite, reporter.) 

SWAN RIVER. MB. The women of Temple 
Baptist Church took part in the World Day 
of Prayer held recently in the Lutheran 
chu rch. The Women's Missionary Society 
also presen ted a program, explaining t heir 
work and accomplishments. to our church 
and to the Communi ty Bible Fellowship 
Church. 

Pastor Leland Bert sch welcomed into 
our fellowship two new members. and 
with him we rejoice. 

The local chapter of Barbershoppers 
favored our Church with a rendition of 
favorite hy mns at a Sunday evening se r­
vice. 
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Our Church building program has pro· 
gressed very nicely; paint ing inside is 
completed. Plans are in progress for the 
dedication service. (Kay Betcher, 
reporter.) 

OSOYOOS, BC. The Rev. and Mrs. R.H. 
Anderson returned from an eleven-day 
tour of the Holy Land. The trip was a gift 
from the Church, the community and 
friends. 

The God's Volunteers' "New Day" 
group presented their musical program. 
March 28-31. It was an enjoyable, profes· 
sional performance. 

On April 1 the follow-up group arrived 
and held church-community seminars, 
which were beneficial to all who attended. 

The "Children's Clubs," under the di rec· 
tion of the pastor's wife and her helpers, 
are very well attended. They reach chil· 
dren who never attend any Sunday school 
or church worship services, as well as 
ch ildren from other local churches. They 

• In • memoraam 

ANNA TOEPLER (nee Gromsick) 77, was 
born Sept. 17, 1901, in Germany and died 
Apri l 20, 1979. Anna came to Det roit , Ml , in 
1926 to marry John Toepler. She was bap· 
tized in obedience to Christ into the fel· 
lowship of the Burns Ave., now Grosse 
Pointe Baptist Church. Here she reared 
her four boys and three girls in the Chris­
tian way. Together with her deacon hu s­
band , she served the Lord with holy joy un· 
til her death. She is survived by her be­
loved husband, John; the children: Marvin, 
Mrs. Esther Schreiber, Richard, Mrs. Ruth 
Klein , Walter, Mrs. Margaret Seipke and 
Wil liam; 19 grandchildren; one great· 
grandchild; three sisters, and one brother. 

EVERETT EMIL RUFF was born in Harvey, 
ND, on March 13, 1903, and died Apri l 4, 
1979. As a young teenager, he accepted 
Jesus Christ as his personal Savior, was 
baptized and joined the Forestburg Bap­
tist Church, Alberta. On June 30, 1927, he 
married Miss Rehilda Klatt. This union 
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are in session once a week from Septem· 
ber through April. Many of the children 
have been saved; others have asked for 
prayer. We praise the Lord. (Mrs. Mary 
Kempf, reporter.) 

EMERY, SD. Five children and four adults 
were baptized at First Baptist Church by 
the Rev. C. Hiatt on Easter Sunday, Apri l 

was blessed with two sons and two 
daughters. The sunset years of his life 
were spent in Kelowna and in the Trinity 
Baptist Church, where he was an ap pre· 
ciated and respected member in good 
standing. Survivors include his w ife, Mrs . 
Rehilda Ruff; two sons: Darryl and Daniel, 
both of Kelowna; two daughters: Mrs. 
June Martin of Kelowna and Mrs. Erliss 
Libanoff of Laguana Beach, CA; five 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; 
two brothers: Otto and Chester, and six 
sisters: Mrs. Catherine Roth , Mrs. Lee 
Wilder, Mrs. Laura Klatt, Mrs. Ruth Thomp­
son, Mrs. Rebecca Wahlund, and Mrs. 
Jessie Piercy. The Rev. Richard Hohensee 
and the Rev. Edgar Klatt officiated at the 
funeral service on Apri l 9, 1979. 

ANNA BAUMAN PATET was born to Ar­
nold and Bertha Bauman Sept. 26, 1888, in 
Fayette County, IA, and died March 17, 
1979. She received Jesus Christ as her pe r­
sonal Savior and was baptized May 1, 
1904. In her youth she moved to St. Paul, 
MN, where she met Paul Henry Patel. They 
were married May 14, 1913. Paul and Anna 
united with the Firs t German Baptist 
Church (now Redeemer Baptis t Church of 
St. Paul). They remained faithful and ac­
tive in the work of the Lord through their 
churc h. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, her husband in 1962, and several 
brothers and sisters. She is survived by 
her three children: daughters, Lill ian and 
Doris of St. Paul, and son, the Rev. Donald 

15, 1979. As each candidate entered the 
bapt ismal waters, the husband or wife or 
parents l it one of the ten candles ~n the 
communion table to symbol ize the warm· 
ness of the Spirit's flame in the hearts of 
those fol lowing the Lord in baptism. The 
remaining unlit candle was there as an in· 
vitation to anyone else desiring to also fol· 
low in obedient baptism. It was a joyous 
moment when a young lady responded to 
the invitation, and al l of the candles were 
lit. 

The hand of fellowship was extended to 
the baptismal cand idates and two more 
adults who were accepted by letter on May 
6. 

Another baptismal service was held 
May 27 in the morning. The Church had a 
farewell program that evening for their 
pastor, Rev. C. Hiatt, who has accepted 
the position of vice president of develop· 
ment at the North American Baptist Sem· 
inary, Sioux Falls, SD. (Mrs. Dorothy 
Bleeker, reporter.) 

of Aplington, IA ; two grandchildren: Jef· 
trey, Hillsboro, KS, and Janice, Apling ton, 
IA; and by a sister, Mrs. Rosa Stanke. Her 
pastor, the Rev. Leo Reck, and a former 
pas tor, the Rev. John Walkup, officiated at 
the memorial service. 

RUDOLF ROY SCHUNKEL was born at 
Steinbach, MB, on May 15, 1889, and died 
April 16, 1979, in Chilliwack, BC. He mar­
ried Wanda Sterk, Jan. 9, 1919. They 
moved to Chil liwack, BC, in 1937, where he 
was a member of Victoria Ave. Baptist 
Church. In 1969 they went to Kelowna, BC, 
and became members of Grace Baptis t 
Church. In April they came back to Chi l­
liwack. Su rvivors inc lude his wife, Wanda; 
three sons: Edward, Ervin, Jack, and the ir 
wives; two daughters: Ida, (Mrs. Tetz) 
Kelowna, BC; Berniece (Mrs. Muench) , 
Trochu, AB; 11 grandchildren; 11 great­
grandch ildren, and one sis ter, Mati lda 
(Mrs. Weidman). The Rev. Robert Jaster of­
ficiated at the funeral service. 

BEN GRABIA, 85, o f Edmonton, AB, d ied 
on March 11 , 1979. Survivors include h is 
wife, Adeline; four sons and their wives: 
Heinz and Kay of Omaha, NE, Vernon and 
Alma of Edmonton, AB, Marvin and Lois of 
Calgary, AB, and Gordon and Sharon of 
Victoria, BC; 12 grandchildren; five great­
grandchi ldren ; one sis ter, and one bro ther. 
He was a long-time member of First Bap­
tist Church, Leduc, AB. Dr. E.P. Wahl , the 
Rev. K. Hi ldebrandt and the Rev. H. Bush­
kowsky o ff iciated at t he funeral serv ice. 
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HUNGARY: NUMBERS INCREASING 
BUDAPEST- Although he is g lad to 

see that the number of church-goers and 
baptisms is increasing, "the real value is 
in the growing number of those who have 
been converted a nd born a new," the Rev. 
Janos Laczkovszki told the annua l a s­
sembly of the Hungarian Ba ptis t Union in 
his presidential message. 

"It is this increase that can make the 
congregation a dwelling place and an 
inst rument of God's Holy Spirit," he 
said. 

But he a lso cautioned that " It is in the 
working days-in the rhythm of the 
weekdays-that our fait h a nd piety must 
prove their gen uineness ... as an inte­
gral part of the socialist society in whic h 
we have found our place a nd recognized 
our service." 

The meeting was preceded by sessions 
of the Central Council and o f the national 
pastors' conference , Hungarian Church 
Press (HCP) reported. 

A review of previous years' acti vities 
wi thin the Union, extension of the man­
date of Dean Attila Hetenyi fo r the 
1979-80 academic year at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary and naming of Bela 
Dobner as chairman of the Committee on 
Literature and Studies were business 
items taken up by the assembly. 

BUILDING PROJECTS UNDER WAY 
BUDAPEST - Six new buildings are 

under constructio n by congregations of 
the Hungarian Baptis t U nion, acc~rding 
to the Rev. Laszlo Revesz, vice-president. 

One of the projec ts is that of R~v. 
Revesz' own congregat io n, the Pestl_on~c 
Church in Budapest. The firs t ~erv1ce. in 
the new quarters is expected thi s coming 
October. 

Other const ruction projects scheduled 
for completion during 1979 are those of 
the Kazincbarcika C hurch, about 25~ kil­
ometers north o f the capital ; T 1sza­
gynla haza , a country church abo ut 200 
km east of Budapest; and at P ecs-Vasas 
in southern Hungary . . 

Work is to be comple ted by Baptists a t 
Vac, a sma ll tow n just north o f Budapest, 
on their new bui lding in 1980. 

Earli er thi s month, a ceremo ny of lay­
ing the cornerstone fo r the Budafok 
(Budapest) C hurch bui lding , to be opened 
in 198 1, was led by the Rev . Dr. Gerha rd 
Claas of Ham burg, secretary-treasurer of 
the European Bapti st Federat ion. 

ADO LF KLAUPI KS, BAPTIST 
ALLI ANCE RE LIEF LEA DER, 
1947-68, DIES 

Adolf Kla upi ks , a La tvia n re fugee who 
served a ~ re lie f coord inator a nd refugee 
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resett lement administrator for the Baptist 
World Alliance, 1947-68, died March 27 
in Applebachsville, PA, at the age of 79. 

Mr. Klaupiks had firs t joined the BWA 
staff as a field coordinator for displaced 
persons in Europe. He took office in 
Washington in I 949, coordinating a re­
fugee rese ttlement program that fou nd 
homes fo r an estimated 12,000 European 
refugees in Canada, the Uni ted Sta tes, 
South America, Asia and Australia. 

His responsibilities in Wash ington over 
the fo llowing I 9 years included leadership 
of Baptist reli ef act ivities o n every conti­
nent. 

UGANDAN PRESIDENT REQUESTS 
CH URC H HELP IN RESTORATION 

NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)-At a prayer 
meeting in his Kampala office, Ugandan 
President Yussufu K. Lule told a delega­
tion including Southern Baptis t Mission­
ary G. Webster Carroll that the govern­
ment is dependent upon the church to 
lead in the spiritual and psychological re­
construction of Uganda. 

"The Uganda of today is not the Ugan­
da you knew when yo u left ," he told the 
group, which included three Church of 
Uganda (Anglican) bishops who had just 
arrived at Entebbe from countries where 
they had been living in exile. President 
Lule himself had been in exile before be­
ing chosen to head the new government. 

Although the C hurch of Uganda was 
one of four religious groups allowed to 
fu nction after Amin banned Dapt is ts a nd 
26 other religious groups, indi vidua l Ang­
lica n churchmen incurred his wrath. 

chuckle 
milh bruno 

A Florida resident boasted of the dear, 
clean air and told his neighbor, " Since 
I' ve been down he re I ' vc never paid a 
doctor's bill." " I kno w," \aid the ne ig h­
bo r, "that 's wha t yo ur docto r to ld me. " 

If you ca n ' t think of any other way to 
flatt er a man , tel l him he' s the kind of a 
man who ca n't be fl a tt ered. 

The heal th department pos ted thi s s ign: 
"Doctors tell us that hating people can 
cause ulcers, heart a ttacks, headaches, 
ski n rashes and asthma. It doesn ' t m a ke 
the people you hate fee l too good e ither. " 

" I 'm glad to see this dense crowd who 
came out to support my candidacy. " said 
the politicia n. 

:·oon ' t be too delighted ," sho uted a 
voi ce from the crowd, " we' re no t tha t 
den\ e." 

Some went into exile and some were ru­
mored to have been murdered-by Amin . 

A t Lule's request the group prayed for 
Uganda's future a nd fo r hi s administra­
tion. 

Carroll assured President Lule of 
prayer support and involvement of Bap­
tists in the spiritua l and psychological re­
construct ion of Uganda. Carroll had 
spoken with Lule by telephone shortly a f­
ter the new provis ional government was 
formed. 

TAIWAN BAPTISTS STA RT 
TEE PROGRAM 

Increased demand for trained pastors 
and church workers in Taiwan has re­
sulted in a new program of Theologica l 
Educati on by Extension (TEE) on the is ­
la nd nation. 

For 26 years, the Taiwan Baptist Th~o­
logical Seminary. Taipei, has been train­
ing young people for Chr istian service. 
Most of the more than 200 graduates are 
serv ing in var ious capacities in Taiwan 
Baptist churches. But in recent years the 
dem a nd from already established 
churches has been so great that few yo ung 
people were available to start new chu r­
ches in pioneer areas. 

The Taiwan Baptist T EE program was 
designed to help a lleviate the problem by 
train ing part-time volunteer workers . 
Ninety-eight persons regis tered for open­
ing classes in 10 different centers. T he 
program consis ts of self-study texts and 
week ly se mina rs held in teaching centers 
a t local churches. 

Old deans never di e, they just lose their 
faculties. 
Old lawyers never d ie, they just lose their 
appeal. 
Old burea ucra ts never d ie, they just waste 
away. 
Old stat isticia ns never die , they just lose 
the ir fi gures. 
Old chairmen never d ie , they jus t go 
through the motions . 

It's a g rea t kindness to entru st people 
wi th a secret. They feel so important 
while telling it to their friends . 

Children never misquote you . They 
repeat word for word what you shouldn ' t 
ha ve said . 

An effi ciency expert, s tud ying decl in ing 
prod uction , a sked the personnel director , 
" H ow many emplo yees arc approachi ng 
retireme nt? " 

The personnel direct o r eyed the expert 
thought full y. "Well," he repli ed , " we 
don ' t have a ny employee~ going th e o ther 
wa y. " 

( 
0 The Rev. Siegbert Zukowski becomes 
pastor of Moosehorn Baptist Church, 
Manitoba, Aug. I , 1979. He was pastor of 
Ellice Avenue Baptist Church, Winnipeg, 
MB. since 1976. 

D Rev. Norb Stube/ was ordained by 
Trinity Baptist Churc h. George. IA. on 
May 29. 1979. He is the pastor of 
Memorial Baptist Church, Parkston. SD, 
and a 1979 graduate of North American 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

0 The R ev. Hero Ulrichs has accepted the 
ca ll of Bethel Baptist Church, Missou la, 
MT. effective in the fall of I 979. He has 
bee t~ pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Mtnllonas. MB. since 1974. 

D Adoif Klaupiks. a Latvian refugee who 
served as relief ct• 
. coor tnator and refugee 
~~:l~eme~l! administrator for the Baptist 
· Alliance, l947-68 died March 27 
in Applebachsvi lle, PA, ~t the age of 79. 

whaf''s happening ] 
O Byro11 Brodeh/ of Harvey. ND. became 
pastor of Anamoose Ba ptist Church, ND, 
on July 1, 1979. He is a 1979 graduate of 
Conservative Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. Colorado. 

O Marvi11 Dewey. a 1979 graduate of 
North American Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls. SD. accepted the position of 
minister of yo uth at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church. Vancouver. BC, effective Aug. 
14.1979. 

O Dr. and Mrs. Hugo Lueck, emeritus 
professor of Church History, North Amer­
ican Baptist Seminary. Sioux Falls , SD, 
m oved to Cleveland, OH. May 15. 1979. 

O David Rapske, a 1979 graduate of North 
American Baptist Seminary. has accepted 
appointment to the U.S. Army chaplaincy. 
He began tra ining in June at Ft. 
Wadsworth. He and his family will report 
to Ft. Ord, CA, Aug. 6, 1979. 

O Rev. Carlo Walth was ordained by First 
Baptist Church, George, IA, on May 17, 
1979. He is a 1979 graduate of North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD, and is now serving as associate pastor 
at Bethany Baptist Church , Portland, OR. 

O Pastorlo/111 W. Hoffman resigned from 
the pastorate of Trochu B<1ptist Ch urch , 
Alberta , effective June 30, 1979. He has 
been pastor there for two a nd one half 
years. 

O Miss Rebecca Heerts, a 1979 graduate 
of North American Baptist Seminary. has 
accepted a position as director of chil­
dren's ministry a nd music at Trinity 
Baptist Church, Kelowna, BC, effective 
this summer. 

ORev. Phil Voss, pastor of Grafton 
Ba ptist Church. Grafton, ND, since 1976, 
has resigned and accepted the pastorate of 
a Methodist Church. 

. bers of many downtown parishes to wonder how their h 
Urban renewal projects, underway or contemplated in cities from coast·to·coast, are causing me~.1 at the New York World's Fair offered a preview alo c Ur· 
ches will appear when su rrounded by buildings of striking new design. The General Motors ex hi. 1 churches· that with "its traditions and its faiths p ng the 
Futurama ride (above), predicting that man will change the face of his cities but not the form of his ' reserved, 
there is new beauty <Ind s trength in the city of ti morrow." 
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Nomen 
Est Omen 

The Old Romans used the above proverb 
to state that a name is li ke an omen, a 
prophetic sign , foreshadowing future 
trends of the bearer of that name . Today's 
parents no longer attribute that much 
importance to a name, when they name 
their children . Often they t ry to match the 
first name with the family name , or they 
use one of the popular names in vogue. 

O ur churches usua lly choose names that 
either have a b iblical origin or rela te to the 
location of the church ed ifice. O ur 
Conference churches have therefore such 
names as Immanuel , Zion , Calvary, 
Temple along with McDermot Avenue, 
Steele Heights, Humbervale Park and 
Ripley Boulevard Baptist Church . 
. Names with an interesting if not strange 

ri ng a re such as Whispering Oaks , 
Memory Lane, Century Meadows, 
Wiesentha l, King's Highway, Rose of 
Sharon, Berli n [which is in Fredonia(!)], 
ND. 

And there are many "First Baptist 
Churches," to let the world know that they 
were the fi rst on the scene in their 
communities. T here is even a First of 
Mound Prairie Baptist Church , which , 
however , is not in Mound Pra irie bu t in La 
Crescent , MN. 

All these names give information either 
about their church concepts and goals or 
where they are located. 

When the church I belong to had to give 
itself a name, we chose Bloomingdale 
Baptist Church , although we realized that 
by so doing we left out two or three of the 
communities our church was equally 
serving. Our neighboring N.A.B. chu rch 
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calls. itself more appropr iately Tri-Corn­
mumty Baptis t C hurch B . a 
church 0 · ,. · Y naming 

r an tn1ant we want th to b ti · '. e name 

I 
e ~ itting description either of the 

ocat1on or of the d 
we have fo r th reams and aspirations 

em. 

f
lt is therefore puzzling to me tha t sorne 

o our new N A B h · · · c urches prefer not to 
have the description "Ba t' t" . . p 1s in their 
~ame~ I do understand churches which 

ave een organized before beco~in a 
part of our Conference and h ' h h g a 
name without the w'ord w ic. ave t 
chu rches sta rted with th Baptist . BU 
Church Exte · e s upport of our 

ns1on progra h 'd not to ide ff h m , t at dec1 e 
h h n 1 Y t emselves as Baptist 

c urc es, puzzle me-to sa 
G ran ted b 11· y the least. 

' y ca mg the I C 
munity Church th mse ve~ orn-
they consider th ey wl ant to advert1ze that 

. emse ves ve ry much a part 
of t he ir community On th . 
that not wha I . e other hand , JS 

for? No indi~i~ ~!~~~h~r~hes should st rive 
church as a rtsttan , no Christian 

' matter of fac t not even a 
secular organizat ion can f" ' 

f 
a 1ord not to be a 

part o the community Wh . 
b th I 

· a t then might 
e e rea reason behind the . . n 

of the name B . ? omm1ss10 ap t1st . 
HI cannot speak here for other churches. 

owever , from conversa tions with pas-
tors and members of s h h I 
h 

uc c urches 
ave lea rned that in so 'he · . m e cases t 

omm1ss1on of the word B . he 
result o f a lack . .apt1st was t 
th . o f conv1c t1 on concerning 
~meaning o f the ordina nce o f baptism · 

ome have even argued that s· the 
New Testament do mce · . es not seem to know of a 
single Baptist church ' t . . . 
tant to m k · 1 is quite ummpor-
T h a e so much of the word Baptist . 

e s~me . could be said of any other 
de~ommat1on , such as Lutheran Presby­
teri an , Method ' t d C .' t is an ongrega t1ona l bU 
they don't see t · d . . ' . " m ? mm having the ir na rne 
include their des ignatio 

Wh n . 
ere pastors or congregations fee l tha t 

they wan t to be all-inclus ive, and th ere fore 
drop the word Baptist out of fear it might 
have a n .adverse effect , they are about to 
lose an important part of the ir identitY· 
There are many people who show very little 
concern as to which d enomina tional 
a ffiliat ion a church has . But the re a re 
equa lly m any people "shopping" fo r . a 
church , who are not that ind iscrimina te in 

their selection . T hey want to k now about 
the doctrina l stand of that par ticula r 

letters to the editor 

chu rc h and to which d enominat ion it 
be longs . 

Why then do some churches, even North 
American Baptist churches, t ry to hide or 
neglect thei r id entifying name? Have they 
lost the st rength of their convict ion tha t a 
Bapt ist church is com posed of born again. 
bapt ized believers? Are they will ing to 
accept interested prospects as members, 
even if these claim infa nt bapt ism to be a 
valid ac t of spiritua l rebirth? 

O ur Europea n forefathers were will ing 
to pay a high price fo r their convict io n to 
be a member o f a grou p composed o f 
bapt ized believers. They could have 
avoided ha rassment a nd persecu tio n , if 
they had remai ned with in the fo ld o f the 
all-inclusive sta te churches. They were 
proud to be Ba pt ists , even tho ugh the 
nam e origina lly was intended as a mock­
ing designation. Som e of them were even 
marty red for their convict ion . 

Increasingly, there is a trend amo ng 
ch urches to conform and to un ite. I am a ll 
for the unity among Chr ist ians . But I will 
not give up the right (and privilege) to c? ll 
myself a Bapt ist and to belong to a Baptist 
chu rc h . For a lmost three d ecades I lived in 
a country where the free churches were 
threatened and d ominated by the state 
churches. Although my classmates ca lled 
me a sectarian , still I fe lt proud to be a 
Baptist. And even today I will always be on 
the lookout for fellow Baptists and 
churches , when I have to a lign myself 
with a C hristia n gro up. 

None of us who believes baptis m to be a 
va lid b iblical ord inance should be caught 
in the present fad. to be apologetic about 
being a Baptist. And I want my c~urch to 
have a n ame tha t te lls my community wha t 

it stands for. 
G ra nted some of my fellow cit izens may 

be turned 'off by t~e Bap tist . a ffiliation . 
May they find a spiritua l home m a church 
of another denomina tion . We Ba ptists 
have never cla imed to be the one-and-only 
church . God 's people are found in many 
churches and many d enominations. But as 
far as North American Baptist churches 
a re concerned , let them be not only 
chu rches in " No rth America" but a lso 
" Baptist" churches tha t uphold C hr ist ' s 
commission to "teach a ll nat ions, baptiz­
ing them in the na me o f the Fa ther , and 
o f th e Son, a nd o f the Holy G host. " RJK 

Dear Editor: 
Enclosed is my persona l check o f $5 .00 

for o ne year's subscriptio n for the BAP­
TIST HE RALD. 

We were and still a re quite excited 
abo ut the a rrival o f Pastor Goergi Yins 
(Wiens) in Washington , a nd we ho pe a nd 
pray that his family will soon come, too . 

In the years 1930-193 1, the grand fa ther 
of Goergi Yins , the late pasto r Jacob 
Wiens, used to live in Regina, while I was 

pastor o f one o f our churches in Eben­
ezer , Saskatchewa n. We qu ite often 
preached together in some places in Sas­
ka tchewa n. 

Pastor Jacob Wiens, in the ea rly thir­
ti es, went to Siberia a nd preached there 
wi th great success to thousands of people. 
He came back to Canada , but his son 
Peter rema ined in Russ ia, where he 
preached with grea t success till 1943, 
when he la id down his life in a Russia n 
prison. 

His son , Goergi Yins (Wiens), fo llowed 
his fa ther in the mi nistry. We have been 
prayi ng for th is family. Now we a re 
thanking God for the safe a rr ival in 
U.S.A. of Pas tor Goergi Yins (Wiens) . 
Gerhard P . Schroeder, retired pastor , 
Lodi, C A . 

NO MORE . .. 
(Continued f rom page 7) 

from the dead , thou sha lt be saved " 
(Ro ma ns 10:9, KJ Y). 

"Well- I believe," sa id Onesimus 
slowly. " Hey, I believe! I ' m a Chri s­
tian !" he repeated excitedly. Paul smiled . 

" Onesimus, you've got a lot to lea rn ," 
he said wi th a yawn , " but I think we'll 
leave teaching for the daytime." 

O nesimus stumbled sleepily upsta irs , 
and th rowing his new clothes in a 
crumpl~d heap, fe ll headlong o n 1he 
ma keshift bed a nd was instant ly a sleep . 
Th~ next few weeks were happy ones. 

O nes1mus was caught up in the exci te­
men t o f seeing th e W ord of God take 
shape a nd would sit q uietl y in the corner 
as Paul dictated to T ychichus . O ne 
drowsy afternoon , Onesimus was no d­
d ing comforta bly o n the sun-warmed 
floor when he heard the name of his o ld 
master mentioned . Hurriedly he shook 
the sleep fro m his eyes . 

" Who are you writing to , Paul?" he 
asked a nxio usly. 

" I'm writing a lett er fo r you to take 
back to P hilemo n," said Paul. 

"Go back?" asked O nesim us disap­
po intedly, "Wh y? " Paul was silent and 
Onesimus sighed in resignation. 

" Yes, I know," he sa id , "Servants 
obey in all th ings yo ur mas ters accord ing 
to the flesh ; no t with eyeserv ice, as men­
pleasers; but in singleness of heart , fea r­
ing God " (Colossians 3:22 KJ V). He 
smiled ruefu lly, " It 's a lot easier to say 
the r ight things than to do them," he 
said . " The pride tha1 wouldn't subm it to 
any master still exists." 

" Well , now you ret urn to P hilemon as 
brother, both o f you sha ring a common 
subm ission to C hrist .' ' 

" 11 seems hard to believe cha t the love 
of God can cha nge men's hearts so that a 
P hyrgian slave can worship beside a 
Ro ma n," said Onesim us. 

" Indeed , I received you as a runaway 
slave, " ad mitted Paul , " but I bid fa re­
well to yo u as a brother in C hrist, a 
brother beloved.'' 

It was a nother cold and dismal night 
when O nesimus le ft Ro me. O nce aga in he 
walked silently through the dark streets , 
holding close to the bundle tucked inside 
hi s shirt , but this time he walked beside 
Tychichus, and he guarded a treasure 
more precious than gold . No more a ser­
vant o f sin a nd despair, now he was a 
brother beloved , and bearer o f good 
tidings to the Colossia ns. 0 

VALLEY ... 
(Continued f rom page 5) 

trast between the depressed person 's con­
cept o f himself and the o bject ive facts 
concerning him. Logic seems to have 
noth ing to do with the assessment o f one­
self. Simila rly, the thing the pat ient needs 
most he o ften rejects a nd indulges in that 
which is bad for him . 

Altho ugh there is no " immunizatio n" 
against depression, it is encouraging to 
know tha t it will bottom out , a nd you will 
get well. U ndersta nd ing this gives hope in 
the midst of the terri ble pain. Knowing 
God understands a nd is on your side gives 
assura nce that d epressio n is an emot io n al 
illness, not primaril y a spiritua l prob­
lem . O 

WOMANS WORLD 
(Continued f rom page 15) 

In June of 1974 the firs t cam p session 
was held fo r junio rs. Others fo llowed , 
a nd by s ummer 's end , 595 people had 
been blessed through the sharing o f the 
Good News , Bible study, recreat ion, 
Chris tia n fellowship , and exposure to na­
ture's beauty found o n the land a nd in the 
two clear, flowing creeks tha t course 
through the property . God has led 
thro ugh 1he yea rs , ena bling us to add fa­
cilities and serve a n ever increasing num­
ber of people. A staff ho use, a 
bunk / recreatio n building, a nd a garage 
have been added and, in 1978, we served a 
tota l of 1,431 persons . 

Family camps are one of the greatest 
vacat io ns a fam ily co uld ever have to­
gether! O ur chi ldren have had ma ny joy­
ful , never-to-be-forgotten vacat ions at 
the fa mi ly con ferences at G reen Lake 
Wisconsin. This past summer, we sa 1~ 
these same benefit s a nd blessings in Jesus 
Christ for a number of young fam ilies 
who participa ted in fam ily camp at Lans­
ing. T hree o f o ur own children and their 
fami lies were presen t. Being in close con-
1ac1 wit h your fa mily mem bers from early 
morn ing un til lace in the eveni ng plus 
great C hri stian fe llo wshi p with other 
families in every act ivity-at the table, in 

worship a nd m usic, a ro und the Word, in 
the water, in games, a nd a t the ca mp­
fires-can' t help bu1 draw you clo ser to­
gether as a family unit a nd in the fellow­
ship of believers . 

Th e Senio r Adult s a re enjoying camp 
experiences , too, with added excursions 
encompassed in the love o f the cam p 
sta ff. 

Every age is incl uded at ou r Bible 
camp, and every age has the " presence of 
his fulness of joy," a s they yield them ­
selves to hi m. 

PRAYER . . . 
(Continued f rom page 11) 

able to use those three days to help me re­
fl ect over the past , bringing me closer to 
him , my wife a nd family, and m y fellow 
brot hers a nd sisters in Cameroon . 

Does God answer prayers for hea li ng? I 
believe it; especia lly the prayers o f 
fait h ful, while-haired grandma s, joined 
together wi1h caring, concerned believers, 
coupled with 1he Divine will and plan o f a 
loving God . 0 

ON LY A ZERO 

l 'm o nly a big zero 
With nothing of my own. 
God gave me a ll that 1 possess; 
To m e it is a loa n. 

And only fo r a season , 
" T ime" soon will pass away­
" T omorrow" really never comes, 
We o nly have "Today ." 

When God passed ou1 the ta lents, 
The many or the few; 
He needed empty vessels, 
So His Light could shine through . 

M rs. H . E. Widm er 

One Sunday, when the collec­
tion was for foreign missions, 
the collection plate was taken 
to Mr. Dives, who shook his 
head and whispered, "I never 
give to missions." 
"Then take something o ut of 
the pl ate ," the e lder 
whispered in reply, "the 
money is for the heathen." 
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