


WHO IS LAURA REDDIG? 
Why Should North American Baptists give her $300,000? 

• Laura Reddig is a real person. She has served for forty years as a missionary in 
Cameroon. 

• Laura Reddig is a symbol of the loving, sacrificial service rendered by all of our 
missionaries. 

• Laura Reddig does not get the offering which bears her name. 
• Laura Reddig Easter Mission Offering is the name of the annual .Easter offering 

which goes for the Mission and Ministry Budget. The goal of $300,000 will help 
support more than 105 missionaries serving in five countries. 
Here are samples of what the Laura Reddig Easter Mission Offering will help pro
vide: 

IN CAMEROON 
$ 1,000 

2,000 
2,600 
3,900 
9,000 

19,000 

20,000 

27,000 

40,000 

IN MGEIUA 
$ 2,500 

6,700 
7,300 
9,000 

IN JAPAN 
$ 2,000 

2,200 
2,500 

4,800 
6,300 

Radio work. 
Scholarships . 
Theological Education by Extension . 
Youth and women 's work. 
Accounting department on the field. 
Maintenance of twelve mission 
stations. 
Coordination and direction of field 
ministries . 
Evangelism by missionaries in a ll 
fourteen fields . 
Training Cameroon pastors . 

Evangelism in two fields . 
Maintenance of two mission stations. 
Training of Nigeria n pastors. 
Coordina tion a nd direction of field 
ministries. 

Christia n education a nd evangelism. 
Language study. 
Maintenance of buildings and 
equipment. 
Insurance and legal expenses. 
Public tran sportation and 
communications . 

9,200 
16,500 

30,800 

IN BRAZIL 
$ 550 

900 
1,000 
1,000 
1,800 
2,800 

4,500 

7,400 
18,900 

Mission vehicles and travel. 
Rent for missionaries and Japan 
church worker s . 
Japan church workers salaries. 

Language study. 
Church supplies and equipment. 
Training of p astors. 
Nationa l wor kers salary. 
Communications . 
Ma intenance of buildings and 
equipment. 
Retrea ts , camps a nd eva ngelistic 
meetings. 
Missiona ry home rentals . 
Mission vehicles and missiona r y 
tra vel. 

IN COLORADO AND TEXAS 
$ 1,500 

2,150 

3,000 

Camping program for Del Norte a nd 
Monte Vista. 
Coordina tion a nd direction of 
ministries in Rio Gra nde and 
Edinburg. 
Subsidy for Baptist Health Cen ter 
Monte Vista . ' 

I 
I 

~.J ··· ~ · ~.;> ;·~, . 
.. I"""".: "'' . . I t .I . I ' 

Volume 57 March 1979 No. 3 

Cover Art: Dare to Reach Out 

Louis Neibauer 
Dare to Reach Out. ... . . . .. . . . .. .. . . ..... . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . ...... . . . ...... . . ..... . . . . . . . . . 4 

Barbara Binder 
The Saga of a Young Pastor' s Wife ... . ..... . .... . ........ . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ........ . 6 

Marva Radke 

My Bible . . . .. . .. ..... .. . . . ... .. . . . . ... . ...... . ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . ..... 6 
Kenneth Goodman 

The Adventure of Being a Chris tian . . . . .......... . ... . . . ... . .... . . . ........... . . . . ... . ...... 7 
Hisashi Murakami 

These Men You Will Hear . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . .... . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . s 
Committed to the World: Class of 1979 . . . ... . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . • . . . . .. . . . ........ . .. . . . . . . .. .. 9 

David J. Draewell and senior students 

Putting It Together . . . .... . . . . . . .. . ... . . .. . . . .. . . ... . . . . . ..... . . . .... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . 12 
Ernie Zimbelman 

Woman's World .... . . . .... . . . . . . . .... . . .. ..... .... ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . . . . ..... . ...... 14 
My Mary land Summer, Fran Hoogestraat 
Up the Stairway, Oorene Walth 
Conference Corner, Sandy Bauslaugh 
Preparation Time, Laverna Mehlhaff 

Executive Committee Meeting Report, Caroline Zeitner 

In Memoriam: Lyle 0 . Wacker ..... . ... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . 16 
My Tribute, R. Schilke 

What's a Real Friend Worth, Stan Johnson 
Our Loss- His Gain, G. K. Zimmerman 
I Miss Him, John Ziegler 
A Genuine Friend, Bruce Ewing 

The Growing Edge . . . ... . ... . .... . . .. . . . .. . ....... . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .. . . . 18 
What Child ren Need, Lillian Katz 
Denny's Column, Oenny Miller 
On Choosing Sunday School Teachers 

Praying Our Lord 's Prayer, James L. Christensen 

Some Contemporary Blesseds, Joan Rosenthal 
Cheers for the Small School 

We Felt the Holy Spi ri t Was Leading Us . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ............ . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .... . 20 
Oryn Meinerts 

Supported by Prayers From Home . ... . . . . .•. . . . . . . .... .. . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . .... .. . . . .. . . . 21 
Oryn Meinerts 

Sun Prairie, WI, Church Extension Project . . . ... . . .... . ... . . . . . ... . .. . . . . . ...... . . . ...... . . . 22 
Dave Rushton 

N.A.B. Gift Annuities .... .. . . . . • . . . ... . . .. . •. ............ . . . .... . . . . . . . ..... . . ........ . . . 23 
Everett A. Barker 

Our Con ference In Action ...... .. . . ... . . . . . .. . . ...... . . . ........ . . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
In Memoriam ..... . . .. . . . . . .. .... .... .... • ..... . . . . . .... . .. . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . ........ . . . 26 

What's Happening .. . . .... . ..... . . .... . . . ......... . .... . . ..... .. . . . . ....... . . . •• •.. . . . . . . 29 
Editorial Viewpoint .. . ... . . .. .. .. . .... . . . . . .. ..... . .. .. ....... . ... . .......... • . . . . . . . . ... 30 

Dare to Reach Out, RJK 
Open Dialogue . . . . .... . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •............... . .•... . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 30 

Monthly Publication 
of the 

North American Baptist 
Conference 
I So . 210 Summit Ave., 
Box 159, Oakbrook Terrace, 

Villa Park, IL . 60181 

Editor: Dr. R. J. Kerstan 
Editorial Assistants: Mrs. Barbara J . 

Binder, Rev. B. C. Schreiber 
Contributing Editors: 

Mrs. Dorothy Ganoung , Mrs. Bernie11a 
Graf . Dr. Ernie Zimbelman 

Victory for 
Press Freedom 
A recent State Supreme Court ac

tion dismissing a libel suit by the Un
ification Church against the author 
and publisher of a book that called 
church indoctrination techniques a 
form of brainwashing was hailed by 
the American Jewish Congress
which represented the author-as "a 
significant victory for freedom o f the 
press." 

Dusty Sklar who wrote " Gods and 
Beasts: The Nazi and the Occult," and 
Harper & Row, which published the 
book last year, were sued for $4 mil
lion by the Unification Church (Rev. 
Moon) in a libel action. 

The suit was dismissed by State 
Supreme Court Justice Edward J. 
Greenfield on the grounds that (I) 
"the complaint is based on statements 
reflecting the author's opinion" and 
(2) "no issue of fac t as to knowledge 
of falsit y or reckless disregard for the 
truth has been shown to exist. " 

Nathan Z. Dershowi tz of the Amer
ican Jewish Congress, who served as 
attorney for Mrs. Sklar, welcomed the 
ruling. He stated: 

" The decision by the Court is a sig
nificant victory for freedom of the 
press. It makes it clear that the 
Unification Church cannot invoke the 
scate's power in order to prohibit fa ir 
comment and expressions of opinion 
about its practices and beliefs . 

"In her book, Mrs. Sklar compared 
the organizational s tructure and pro
cedure of the Unification Church and 
occult groups in Nazi Germany. She 
wrote also that the Church's indoc
trination techniques could be char
acterized as a form of brainwashing 
and that the Church represented a 
danger to American society ." D 
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DARI TD llACH OUT 
by Barbara Binder 

God is working! Praise his Name! Because you have reached o ut through the 
years and continue to reach out , souls are being saved on our mission fields in 
Brazil, Cameroon , Japan and Nigeria . God reached out to you in love and 
through you he has spoken to and provided ways for people, such as the seven 
missionaries featured on these pages, to reach out overseas. These missionaries 
were chosen from among the 108 N.A.B. missionaries who tell the story of 
Christ's love and who demonstrate his teachings through their lives. As we 
celebrate their ministry , we recognize the selfless and sacrificial way in which all 
of our missionaries serve in many different roles and in different places. We also 
recognize that others-you-in congregations throughout Canada and the United 
States are making a positive witness for Christ-daring to reach out! 

KENNETH GOODMAN 
ministers to the people 
through the Mambilla 
Baptist Mission in Nigeria . 
Here Kenneth is the 
Director of Theological 
Education by Extension as 
well as treasurer. Not only 
Kenneth but also our 
other missionaries in 
Nigeria , including those in 
medical work , teach TEE 
or home study courses in 
English to the national 
pastors. The pastors, in 
turn , reach o ut by 
teaching what they have 
learned to other pastors 
and their people at the 
grass roots level in their 
own vernacular. In this 
way, natural leaders of 
the churches are taught 
where they live . Even
tually, they become 
pastors and enroll at the 
Bible School in Mbu. 
Kenneth just completed 
the writing and testing of 
a new TEE course on 
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Christian ethics. Kenneth 
teaches Religious 
Knowledge at the Gembu 
Secondary School where 
he has reached many 
students for Christ. 
Deepening of spiritual 
growth is evidenced in the 
lives of the students, who 
plan their own morning 
and evening Sunday ser
vices, daily prayer times 
and Bible studies. The of
ficers of the Fellowship of 
Christian Students now 
share in teaching and 
training the new converts 
in preparation for baptism . 

DOUGLAS WOYKE, as 
a missionary , serves not 
only as the field treasurer 
of our mission in J apan 
but also in the area of 
church planting. This is 
his fourth year working 
with the Heijo Christian 
Church . Regarding this 
church Doug states, 'The 
small group of believers at 

Heijo Christian Church 
has taken a big step of 
faith by deciding to 
organize as a church and 
to go approximately 
$75 ,000 to $80,000 in 
debt to put up a church 
building . This is a big 
project for eleven mem
bers. This group of 
Christians believe that 
God can meet their need 
and bless their evangelistic 
efforts to a greater extent 
with a church building to 
use . That was a decisio n 
of faith!" Since the pastor 
of the church resigned in 
October 1978, Doug 
preaches in Japanese 
every Sunday. He fulfills 
the duties of pastor as 
well as his duties as 
mission treasurer, com
mittee member, and 
English teacher. 

REINHARD AND 
MILDRED NEUMANN , 
ho useparents, live in 

Woyke House , the 
N.A.B. home for our 
missionary children at
tending Hillcrest School , 
Jos, Nigeria. The School 
is not only a place to 
educate children but also 
an evangelistic outreach 
opportunity due to more 
Nigerian and expatriate 
non-mission children being 
enrolled each year. Neu
mann writes, "Andre, a 
12-year-old boy, and a 
fine , hardworking student, 
surrendered to Christ 
recently . What a joy to 
observe his joy in the 
decision he made! When 
first came to Jos, I asked 
God for souls at Woyke 
House. In fact , I asked 
God for at least two souls 
a year. " Five have 
already been converted in 
the two years Neumanns 
have been there. Uncle 
Reilly works with each 
convert in follow-up 
studies . A 16-year-old In
donesian girl , Linda Tan , 
says, "I've always thought 
of myself as a Christian, 
believing it meant only 
the religion one believed 
in-Christianity as op
posed to Islam or Bud
dhism or any other 
religion . Coming to 
Woyke House really made 
things clearer concerning 
Jesus, God and the Bible 
to me. I became a 
Christian in the true sense 
of the word - accepting 
Jesus as my personal 

Savior. I have a life now 
which has meaning and is 
filled with inner peace ." 

ARTHUR HELWIG, as 
an area coordinator in 
Cameroon , stimulates 
evangelism and church 
growth through church 
visitation, conducting 
training courses and 
crusades for Christ and 
providing literature and 
other materials . Art says, 
"Church growth in 
Cameroon is happening 
mainly because of the 
work of the Holy Spirit 
and interest on the part 
of th e Cameroon pastors. 
Crusade ministries are an 
effective method of 
evangelism and stimulate 
church growth effectively . 
In four areas alone, more 
than 1 ,200 decisions were 
recorded. Local churches 
revive, and this infl uences 
the entire community, 
association and field ." 
Early morning prayer 
sessions coupled with wit
nessing teams of 
Cameroonian Christians 
meeting people in their 
ho mes , farms, villages, 
shops, offices or along the 
highway plus tract 
distribution brought many 
people to the crusades 
and to Christ . National 
pastors , won to Christ 
through and educated by 
our missionaries, were the 
effective evangelistic 
speakers at the Crusades . 

Attendance at some 
churches doubled 
following the crusades. 
People were restored to 
the church . Persons 
making first-time decisions 
now meet in "inquirers" 
classes . One witnessing 
team captain said , "What 
has interested me much 
in these crusades is that 
so many people are 
willing to listen to the 
Word of God ." 

GARY AND COLLEEN 
OSTERCAMP, mission
aries in Brazil , reached 
out to their neighbors, a 
lady and her two teen
agers. They accepted 
Christ as Savior and have 
grown so they accept not 
only the "milk" of the 
good news but also the 
"meat." "It is impressive," 
say the Ostercamps, " how 
the Lord has worked in 
this woman's life." She 
and her children were 
baptized a year later . Once 
the gospel enters a 
home , there are reactions. 
The wom en's sister at
tended a Crusade and 
was won to Christ. Later 
the woman's da ugher-in
law attended the Caxias 
Baptist Church and ac
cepted Christ . The Oster
camps also teach music to 
prepare persons to serve 
in the churches thro ugh 
music. These Christian 
students sing and play in
struments regularly in the 

church services as well as 
compose their own music 
and arrangements . The 
Lord is putting a new 
song in their hearts and 
reaching out through them 
and their music. 

PAT MEINERTS relates 
that women's lives 
changed in Cameroon as 
a result of them living 
their theme, "Don't just 
pretend to love others, 
really love them (Rom . 
12:9a) . One woman said , 
"In my local women's 
meeting , a fe llow Christian 
woman stopped greeting 
me for years . I tried to 
make it right with her , 
but my efforts proved 
futi le. But when this 
theme was introduced , 
she one day came to me 
and recited the theme 
verse, 'Don't just pretend 
to love others, really love 
them . Although we have 
attended one woman's 
meeting, I have never 
truly loved you . So let us 
forget and become good 
friends again .' " Pat, for
mer wo men's advisor in 
Cameroon now home on 
furlo ugh , says the women , 
many of whom are 
illiterate , are conscientious 
abo ut memorizing Bible 
verses. They attend 
women's meetings 
primarily to learn the 
verses which have real 
meaning to each one per-

son ally . Beginning with 
1979, the women 's goal 
is "Each one win one ," 
so that all women in 
Cameroon may know 
Christ as Savior . 

RONALD E. HILLER, 
medical doctor at the gov
ernment hospital in War
war , Nigeria, also served 
as fie ld secretary of Mam
billa Baptist Mission . He 
feels that if it were not 
for the opportunities to 
witness at the hospital 
and through mobile clinics 
we probably wo uld not 
remain in medical work 
there. More than 100 per
sons accept Christ each 
year at the hospital , and 
they reach o ut to others. 
Kwareh , a prominent 
elder in his village , came 
to the hospital for treat
ment. Ron and Joseph , 
the hospital headman , wit
nessed to Kwareh , who 
accepted Christ, was later 
baptized and joined the 
church . Kwareh eagerly 
participates in worship and 
witnesses to others. His 
wife and daughter have 
accepted Christ, also. 
While receiving treatment 
at the hospital, Mada 
accepted Christ. He re
turned home , led four 
others to Christ, and they 
were baptized. Mada was 
chief man in the juju 
society and his four 
friends were from that 
society. D 



The Saga 
ofa 

Young 
Pastor's 

Wife 
by Marva Radke 

What do you think of when you hear the 
word, Africa? Missionaries ... grass 
huts ... spears ... hospitals and self-
sacri ficing doctors and nurses ... drums, 
dancing ... wild animals ... witchcraft 
and sorcery? 

Africans are very prestige-oriented. 
Social standing based on education and 
job position, along with acquirement of 
material possessions, is becoming more 
important al l the t ime. With more and 
better commu nications, they are seeing 
the desirable possess ions and Ii restyles 
that people elsewhere in the world have. 
Just like any ot her people, they want 
these things for themselves . Too o ften the 
Christains are drawn into the vicious cir
cle of s inful practices , such as the giving 
and taking of bribes , in order to at tain the 
things they want. Many t imes the means 
of attainment, whether good or bad, is 
considered justified as long as the end is 
desirable. 

We see th is problem a ll the time among 
our Christians in Mambilla, Nigeria. 
They see all the desirable things that oth
ers have: the well-paying jobs, the radios 
and tape recorders, the nice clothes, the 
motorcycles and Land Rovers. As normal 
people, they want what they see. How-

Mrs. Marva (Curt) Radke has been a mis
sionary in Mbu, Nigeria, and is now 
home on furlough. 

My Bible! 
by Kenneth Goodman 

Daniel Ndong, to p studen t at Govern
ment Secondary School, Gembu , presi
dent of the Fellowship o f Christian st u-

Kenneth Goodman is a N.A. B. mission
ary in Nigeria. 
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ever, they are frus trated, because many of 
them are poor, uneducated, subsistence 
farmers who simply do not have the 
means of acquiring the things they see. 
Rather they are struggling just to feed 
their families; yet the temptations remain. 

Many times our pas tors suffer great ly. 
They feel called of God; yet how can they 
even ra ise a family on the equivalent of 
$60 or less per month, when they have to 
pay approximately $ 1.80 for a pound of 
beef and anywhere from $8 .00 to $15.00 
for a live chicken. They struggle to live. 
Still the demands of prest ige face t hem 
constant ly. Here is one very interesting 
facet of African life. 

The dowry or bride price is a very im
portant part of African culture. As soon 
as a young girl is "intended" to marry a 
young man, he begins to bring gifts of 
money, clothes, food goods and animals 
to present to his "intended," her family 
and relatives. The greater the value a 
family places on their daughter, the 
greater the dowry price the young man 
will have to pay to win her hand in mar
riage. Family prestige, the girl's educa
tion, and rhe wealth of the young man 
enrer into rhe question of how much 
dowry will be asked. 

Japheth and Deborah Sanjo are a 
young couple in class fWO at our Bible 
School. As a young girl of 15 or 16 years, 
Deborah saw in Japheth the person she 
would like ro marry; Japherh felr like
wise. However, Japherh was orphaned as 
a very young boy and had no family to 
help him make a bride price; so rhe gifrs 
he presented to Deborah were very small. 
Deborah is a very beautiful and talenred 
young woman, who could have com
manded a very nice dowry price. When 
people knew that she was "intended" ro 
Japheth, rhey began to rease and shame 
her, asking why she was wasting herself 
on such a poor young man who was un
able ro pay well for her beauty and ralent. 
But she insisred rhar ir was her feelings 
towards him, rarher rhan his abiliry ro 
pay dowry, that was important. 

At the time rhey were inrended, 
Japheth was a Muslim. Deborah rold him 
that unless he became a Christian, she 
could not marry him. He accepred Christ 

dents, lives hi s Christian life before 
teachers and students ali ke. He loves 
books a nd stud ies every spare mo ment. 
The Bible is precious to him. In his fam
ily, he is the only C hrist ian. Du ri ng 
school vacat ion, he li ves wi th a brother 
who professes to be a Muslim. 

At Easter t ime, it is hot and dry. It has 
not rained. Daniel goes down the hi ll to 
the stream to wash his clothes . To him, 
the man of God must be nea t and clean a t 
a ll times. Lea ving his clothes to d ry on the 

us his Savior; rhey were baprized ar the 
same time. Some time after that, Japheth 
felt God calling him into the pastorate. 
He auended the prep class at the Bible 
School for rwo years and rhen enrered rhe 
regular Bible School program for two 
more years. Since then he has pastored 
rhree churches, been chaplain in one pri-
111ary school and is now back at the Bible 
School for more training. 

Similar to the Easter parade of new 
clothes in North America, we m ight speak 
of a Christmas parade in A fr ica. T here is 
great social pressure to try to have t he 
nicest clothes on festive occasions and at 
marriages. On fest ive occasions, the 
Christi ans meet in the church for wor
ship. Afterward they sing, dance and eat. 

On one such occasion, Japheth and 
Deborah were joining in the celebrations, 
but because of their poorness, Japheth 
was unable to buy new clothes for 
Deborah. Her 111other began to shame her 
in front of the other Christians, because 
she was married to a poor pastor, unable 
to buy her new clothes. Deborah ignored 
the jests and continued to dance, but her 
mother became so incensed rhar she inrer
rupted the dancing and ripped Deborah 's 
clothes from her body in shreds. Deborah 
picked up her c/orhes and wrapped them 
about her as best she could and continued 
to dance. She said, "We are celebrating 
to praise God, and I do not need new 
clothes. My old clothes are good enough, 
so I will continue to praise God." 

Shocking? Yes, I su ppose. Yet , are we 
North Americans really any different in 
our mad rush for prestige, success and 
materia l gain? We may be more subtle 
but not really different. 

We praise the Lord that Deborah had 
her priorities right! W hat of our own, a re 
they right? 

Pray for Japheth and Deborah that 
they will cont inue to keep their priorit ies 
st raight and put the Lord first. Pray that 
the Lord will keep them true to himself, 
and that Japheth wi ll not be tempted , 
under the pressure for success and gain, 
to leave the pas torate and seek higher pay 
as a teacher, as many have already done. 
Pray also for others a s they face simila r 
di fficulti es. 0 

bank of the stream , he trudges back up 
the hill . Somet hi ng urges him on . Faster 
and fas ter he walks. T he s mell of smoke is 
in the air. Just as he comes in sight of his 
brother's house, the roof caves in. A big 
gush o f soot and smoke fi ll the a ir. T he 
grass roof had caught fire. 

"My book s, my books, my Bible!" 
Daniel cries. But it is too late . Everything 
is gone except the few clot hes dryi ng 
down the hill on the bank of the stream . 

(Co11ti1111ed 0 11 page 31) 

Adventure of 
ein~ a Cliristian 

It was December of 1955 when I was led 
to believe in Jesus Christ as my personal 
Savior and Lord. T hat was the very year I 
came to st udy at a university in Kyoto 
from Okayama. It so happened that 
where I fou nd my lodging, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Clemence Auch , a miss ionary fam
ily, came to live, also. 

by Hisashi Murakami 

Clemence Auch , Walter Sukut, Edwin 
Kern and Miss Florence Mi ller. Especially 
through the ministry of Rev. Auch and 
Miss Mi ller, l was led to dedicate myself 
for the gospel ministry for the rest of my 
life. 

to a final decision. The years of training 
at the Seminary in Sioux Falls and the 
personal fellowship with many Christians 
in America and Canada have enriched my 
Christian life and expanded my perspec
tives in many ways. It was truly great to 
meet people who had made it poss ible for 
me to hear the message of Jes us Christ by 
sending missionaries to Japan. It is one 
thing to talk about oneness in Christ and 
a nother thing to experience it. How close 
we can become simply because of our be
ing in Christ. I still cherish these wonder-

Rev. Auch began an English Bible class 
in his home. Having little interest then in 
what he taught from the Bible in the class, 
I began to attend it to make use of every 
opportunity to learn English. Sometime 
later, a person in the class gave me a 
Japanese Bible, the New Testament, and 
suggested that I begin to read the Sermon 
on the Mount. And I read Matthew 5 
through 7. In fac t , this was the first pas
sage of Scripture I have ever read in my 
li fe. Reading it , 1 was a t ti mes astonished 
by the freshness of its teachings and its 
high standard on ethical teachings . Hav
ing read many other book s, I noticed in it 
something fresh and authoritat ive . I 
wanted to know more about it. 

The members of Euzuka Home Bible Study w i th Rev. 
Murakami at lefl. Mrs. Goto (front center with daughter) 

I started going to a church where 
could hear the Bible in my own la nguage. 
This church was a ho use church in a mis
sionary residence. T here the Rev. Walter 
Suk ut preached through an interpreter. 

As 1 at tended services o f the church, I 
became more and more aware of myself 
in s in and spi ri tual darkness . I felt the 
need for forgiveness and cleansing. It was 
there tha t I came to know God, t he 
C reator of the universe and o f my life. I 
was told that he is the God of love who 
loved us in giving his son to die o n the 
cross fo r us. My heart was so hungry and 
thirsty for the living water . If there is God 
who truly loves me, I wanted to be in 

right relat ionship with him. On December 
5, 1955, I put m y trust in God and ac
cepted Jesus Ch ri st by the leading of ~ h e 
Holy Spirit upon the invit.at ion .which 
Rev. Suku t gave in the wors hip ser vice. 

Even though my Christ ian life ~tarted 
then, I knew nothing o f how to li ve m y 
Christian life. Since there was no Japa
nese pas tor, I was mainly nurtured by 
miss ionaries . They were the Revere nds 

The Rev. Hisashi Murakami is pas1or of 
Tsu Shinmachi Christian Church, Tsu, 
Japan, and since January 1979 has been 
pursuing advanced s flldies at Nonh 
American Bap1ist Seminary, Sioux Falls. 
SD. 

was baptized this day. 

While I was sti ll in Kyoto as a student, 
Rev. Auch asked me to come down to lse 
in Mie prefecture to help him with t he 
Japanese language. It was not a n easy 
decis ion. It meant that I had to leave 
school fo r a wh ile. I cannot help but say 
that it was God's leading tha t 1 accepted 
Rev. Auch's invitation to help hi m with 
the Japanese language for one year. '.his 
brought me into a much ~loser re.lauon
ship with the work and m1ss10nanes. As 
time went on , I began to sense, for the 
first time, a growing need for a Japanese 
worker. I never thought of myself to be 
that perso n. In the lse church , t here were 
a few young people whom I thought were 
fit for the tas k. But soon, I began to hear 
a voice coming to me, "Follow me, and 1 
wi ll make you fishers of men. " 1 knew 
wi thout doubt that God was calli ng me to 
respond to him in obedience and to meet 
the need which I sensed deeply in my 
heart . 

To prepare m yself for the ministry, I 
went up to Tok yo to study at the Japan 
Christian Theological Seminary, which 
was a Presbyterian school. W hi le 1 was in 
the Seminary, I recei ved an invitat ion, 
through a miss ionary, to come to the 
North American Bapt ist Seminary to fu r
ther equip myself for t he needed tasks in 
build ing his chu rch. Under God' leading 
and people's understanding . 1 committ ed 
myself to respo nd 10 it positi\'cly, even 
though it took over a year for me to com e 

fu l sharing and caring experiences in m y 
Chris tian Ii fe. 

Since returning to Japan in 1966 and 
becoming a pasto r of Tsu Shinmachi 
C hristian C hurch, the Lord has been 
leading us in our difficult , yet mean
ingful, minist ry. Our work does not in
dicate a rapid growth but a steady 
growth , for which we are thankful. Our 
church in T su now has a membership of 
eighty-one, including twelve non-resident 
members . 

A recent and new development of our 
work began in April 1976. This is our 
five-year plan set up fo r the growth of the 
church. One of the pillars for the plan is 
church growth through Bible studies in 
homes . Our people have the idea that 
anyone who comes to a church must be a 
holy, an intelligent, and a m ature person. 
As you know, this is not the case in an y 
church in the world. Non-C hristians us u
a lly hesitate to come to a church through 
a fron t door unless led by a C hristian 
fr iend. 

It is im perative for us to reach out to 
them for C hrist. How can we? Many at
tempts have been made . What we have 
come to u~derstand is that a ny program 
must be coupled with a st rong leader ship 
of lait y and thei r t raining . W hat we ha ve 
adop ted is not so mething new. In fact. it 
is o ne o f the methods early C h rist ian s 
used. and many ot her religious 1.·ircles a rc 
using it. 

(Con1111u1.>d on page l8J 
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THESE MEN YOU WILL HEAR AT THE 1979 
Triennial Conference in Bismarck, ND 

July 10-15,1979 

Dr. Stephen F. Olford 
Founder and president of Encounter 
Ministries, Inc., Holmes Beach, FL. He is 
regarded by many as the finest expository 
preacher of c ur day. 

M r . Lloyd B. Omdahl 
Professor of Politica l Science at Univer
sity of North Dakota and director of the 
Bureau of Governmental Affairs. Mem 
ber of Grace Bapti st Church, G rand 
Forks, ND, where he a lso holds member
ship in the Young Life Commiuee, the 
Fellowhi p of Christian Athletes executi ve 
w mmiuee and the City Miss io n Board . 

8 I BAPTIST HERALD 

Rev. Ben Haden 
Pastor of First Presbyterian C hurch, 
Chattanooga, TN. Former at torney, 
newspaperman and au thor. Well-known 
speaker on weekly radio-televisio n pro
gram C HANGED LI VES. 

Rev. Herman L. Effa 
Pastor o f Napier Pa rk view Bapt is t 
C hurch, Bent on Ha rbor MI. Former 
missio nary to Brazil. ' 

Dr. Kenneth Fischer 
Pastor of Temple Baptist Church, Lodi, 
CA. Has served on various Conference 
committees. Presently moderator o f the 
North American Baptist Conference. 

Rev. Pete Unra u 
Pastor o f Redeemer Baptist C hurch, 
War ren, Ml. Hi s 15 years o f pastoral and 
fi ve years of teaching experience have 
mad e him a ma n whose mo tto is : 
"Rooted in the Word-Reaching for the 
Worl d." 

Class of 1979 
ONINllTTED TO THE WORLD 

Wit.hin the Preamble to the Constitution of the North 
~,encan Baptist Conference are these significant words: 

We, as. Ne.w T estament Baptists, .. . believe in 
· · · the inspired authority of the Scriptures in mat

ters of faith and conduct ... . " 
.North American Baptist Seminary fully subscribes to 

this statement of its parent denomination . Indeed the first 
of the semina ry's "Six Basic Commitments" states its 
strong resolve to be a biblical school : 

The Bible is the inspired Word of God. It is our in
fallible a~d. autho:itative guide for faith and practice. 
As such , 1t 1s our single most important resource. 

God's Word is at the heart of our curriculum. It is in 
the Bible that we learn of Jesus Christ. It is in the Bi
ble that we discover God's purposes for mankind . 
And it is in the Bible that the ultimate destiny of the 
world is revealed. 

Our faculty is unitedly committed to the conviction of 
the Bible as the source and standard of all theological 

Dr. David J . Draewel/ is presiden t of North American 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

DUANE D. 
BOICE 

by David J. Draewell 

truth. We do not stand in judgment of the Scriptures 
but seek to live and teach under the authority of the 
written Word and the power of the Holy Spirit. · 

Because of the biblical emphasis at NABS, we have 
asked o ur graduates to help introduce themselves this year 
by briefly stating what the Bible means to them and their 
ministry. In their responses below, I believe you will be im
pressed by the fact that they do not see their relationship to 
the Bible primarily in intellectual/ theological terms. 
Rather, they see it in the context of authority, of life, of 
commitment and of ministry relevance. The true test of 
Christianity is never the mere verbalization of truth but 
rather a commitment to truth in daily experience. Jesus 
underscored this fact by stating: ''And why call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" 

We at the seminary thank God for the privileges we have 
had in helping prepare for ministry the members of the 
class of 1979. These men and women have been gifted by 
the Spirit and have sought to develop these gifts for effec
tive Christian service. Their commitment to Christ to the 
Bible and to the Church is strong and continues t~ grow. 
Pray for them as they seek God's direction to that portion 
of God 's vineyard in which he desires them to minister his 
Word. 

JOHN W .. 
BROOKER 

that I would be faithful to what God has 
willed for my li fe; fo r I am stri ving 
towards "that day when I will fina lly be 
a ll that C hrist saved me for and wants me 
to be" (Phil. 3: 12, Living Bible.) 

The Scriptures witness the revela to ry 
acts o f God in time and space, acts which 
culm inated in the definiti ve act of Jesus 
Christ. T his aut horitat ive witness con
ta ins a ll that is necessary for salvat ion 
and therefore frames the structure of my 
procla mation a nd designates the content 
thereof. The Scriptu res a lso illumine the 
present-day unceasing acts of God, which 
would escape our notice and proper inter
pretat ion without this infa llible attesta
tion of his dynamic presence. 

Duane 1s a Master uf Divinity s tuden t, 
pastor uf Judson Memorial Baptis t 
Church in Sio1u Falls, is married to Lois. 
They have two children. Duane is from 
Pierre, SD. 

The Bible is more than a book to me. It 
is God speaking to his C hu rch today. God 
speaks through his people, and in bring
ing that message, m y perso nal opinio ns 
and biases have no part. Instead, it is the 
task o f the man of God to seek in the 
Word of God a word from God. God has 
called me, as he has many ot hers here a t 
NABS to bring his Word to the C hurch . 
T hat is an awesome responsibility, and 
one that can only be di scharged by un
waveri ng fideli ty to the Scriptures, total 
commitment to Jesus C h rist , and abso
lute dependence on the Hol y Spi rit. I pray 

LAUN DA 
CARROLL 

Today th.~re are many people in "peo
ple-help111 g profess ions . There are coun
selors ,. therapists and pyschologists who 
are tra111ed t.o help people with their prob
lems. The Bible a nd m y fa1'tl11'n Ch . n st arc 

Launda is a Master of A rts in C'ou11seling 
~111den1. She 1 · marned tu Ri'c·/iar·d J . 

.John IS a 1\1/asrer or D11·1ni11· s111de 111 and 
is 111arn.:d w .\fau;t'<'ll . .Joli11 i> fro111 l.:.c1-
111011to11, ·I b. 

. • \\' I() I .\ 

l~e .past?r o.f the United C'h11rd1 or 
Chnst, Garretson. SD. nie_i !tell'<' thr~e 
c/11/clren:. Alyson. ..\aron a11d ..\nci-11 
L a11nda 1sjro111 Watertown, SO. 



key aspects in distinguishing my ministry 
in counseling from some of the various 
other helping professions. It is important 
for my ministry that the Bible be part of 
the changing process in people's lives . 

In my ministry as a Christian counse
lor , there is an aspect that goes beyond 
merely helping people cope with their 
problems. That aspect is being abl~ to in
troduce Christ in to the person's h fe and 
letting him find God's healing power as a 
source of strength in his own life. 

The Bible is a means by which to do 
this . The Scriptures provide us with the 
insight and guidance we need in th~ grow
ing process. The Bible stresses the 1m~or
tance of relationships-both our vertical 
relationship to God and our horizontal 
relationship to others. We can learn and 
grow by observing the examples the Bib~e 
provides and by experiencing the tru th It 

holds . 
The Bible helps my ministry by helping 

to change the head knowledge a person 
ha s into hea rt knowledge. It helps us get 
away from theorizing and helps us toward 
internalizing-and that is the point at 
which growth can really take place. 

RICHARD 
CARROLL 

Ministry for me is centered within the 
concept of " equipping the saints" for 
their own ministry for the Lord. With 
tha t o bjecti ve, l have come to depend 
grea tly upon G od's Word as a resource in 
my " faci litating" ministry. 

My ministry is but a reflection of my 
rela tionship with God. A relationship 
that has grown and matured through the 
influence of God 's Word. I have shared 
ti mes o f pa in and sorrow. There ha ve 
been frust ra t ing experiences tha t have 
found me throwing my hands up in dis
gust , only to be reminded of God 's love 
and pati ence for me. I have been con
victed o f sin in my li fe and reminded of 
the break I have caused between myself 
and G od, only to have God 's redeeming 
love and grace revealed to me once again. 
I have been ready to give up everyt hing 

Richard is .a Master of Divinity student. 
He 1s married lo Launda (also a graduate 
1979) 1s pastor of United Church of 
Ch.rist, Garreston, SD. They ha ve three 
children; A lyson, Aaron and A . k 
R . h · r nc a 

tc 1sJ rom Watertown, SD. · 
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that l have worked for as the world 
seeemed to pass me by, only to hear 
God's encouragement to press on . And 
because I have had these experiences in 
li fe and have found their so lution through 
an encounter with the revealing Word of 
God, I feel confident in my ability to 
minister to the needs o f mankind . 

The Bible does not offer me a rule 
book, by which I can measure everyone's 
behavior, including my own. lnstead it is 
a resource of God's infinite wisdom and 
love, a resource that is offered to each 
one of us; and yet so few choose to use it 
tO its fullest. In a world that is continually 
looking for a miracle , I thank God for the 
miracle of a personal encounter with him 
th rough his Word. ' 

The Bible offers me the opportunity to 
share that miracle and its life changing 
result s with the world. Through my 
preaching ministry, God's Word is pro
claimed to offer that personal encounter 
with God, for which the soul of each per
son cries out. It becomes the power, 
through which the Holy Spirit can touch 
the lives of each person where they are, 
and begin the "mending" process of 
maturing faith. 

Without God's Word there is no 
power. Without that power there is no 
miraculous encounter. And without that 
enco unter there is no reason for my 
ministry. 

TIM 
CARLSON 

As I re fl ect o n my childhood , warmest 
memories s urface that capture our fami ly 
in the li ving room, seated in varied places, 
li stening 10 Dad read the Bible and join 
ing Mom in singing, as she played the 
piano . 

The Bible today is nor the same for me 
as it was then. Its conrents ha ve nor 
changed , it s origin has no r, irs beaut y and 
life-changing force have no t changed 
eit her . I am the one who has changed. 
God through his Son has touched my life. 
I'm forgiven and able to lo ve m yself 10 
approve o f myself and to share this lo ve 
with o thers . The precepts and concepts 
are becoming almost unconscious influ
ences on my behavior, my interactions 

Tim is a Master of Divinity s1ude111, 111ar
ried 10 Judy; children: A Iida, Elnona and 
Elizabeth . Tim is from Pipes1one, M N. 

wit h others , and my entire lifestyle . 
The Bible wi ll never be less th an pri

mary in m y ministry. It is an urgent word 
from God concern ing crucial and ulti
mate issues of man. Because of the Bibl e I 
know tha t " if any m an be in Christ, He is 
a new creation , old things have passed 
away , indeed a ll thi ngs a re becoming 
new." 

JIM 
CHURCH 

The Bible is cent ra l, not only to m y per
sonal life but also 10 my future ministry. 
It is God's " Living Word" to all man
kind and I find it relevant for every 
aspe~t of life . It s inerrant revelat io ns 
speak to each of us of God's love and 
reconciling acrion (borh 10 God and o.ur 
fellowm an) rhrough 1he work of Chnst 
Jesus. 

l believe the duly of the Christ ia n is not 
to sit in judgment on its message but to 
proclaim it intelligentl y thro ughout t!1c 
ends of the earth. M y authority for i ~ s 
procla mat ion rests in the fact that it is 
God's Word to men (and not man 's word 
about God), and from irs pages I f ind m y 
mandate-Matt. 28: 19-20. 

Jim is a Master of Divinity s1uden1. He ~s 
manager of 1/Je bookstore at NABS. ~e is 
married to Carol. Carol is an RN.al SJO~IX 
Valley Hospital. Jim is from Reg ma, SJ<.· 

STEVEN 
CROUCH 

Throughout the Bible, Go d does his 
work by means of his Word. Whenever he 
speaks , great thi ngs happen . From the 
very first "And God said . .. ," 10 the 
Word becoming fl esh, right 10 the final 
sum ming up o f a ll things in C hrist- G od 

Sieve is a Mas1er of Divinily s1ude111. He 
is married 10 Rebecca, who is employed 111 
1he developmen1 of fice of Sioux Falls 
College. Sieve is from Mil/011 , WI. 

always uses his Word to accomplish his 
purpose. It was through his Word tha.t he 
gave me sa lva tion, w hen I cho~e to b~heve 
his prom ises and put my fai th m Chn~t. 

It is because of this that the Bible, 
God's wri tten Word, is and will continue 
to be the main resou rce for my ministry as 
a pastor. This is why I am so grat~fu l for 
the s trong emphasis on the Bible at 
N.A. B.S. The preaching courses '. espe
cially have shown me how effewve the 
minis;ry of God's Word can be in the 
church. . 

Therefore I look to God and his Word 
for the unlimited resources, which he has 
made available for my ministry. 

MARVIN 
DEWEY 

To me the Bible is the most important 
s Through the written resource I posses · h 

Bible God has co mmunicated to i~an l e 
basis' fo r fai th / hope in Jesus ~hmt an.ct 

. · I by which man s has given the pnnc1p es 
lifestyle is to be shaped. II' is two 

As a mini ster o f God, my ~a m~ . 
1 fo ld · reco nciliation and makmg d1bsc 1 ~ esf 

. h B'bl must be the as1s o 
Saying this , t e 1 e f concilia-
ministry, since the message. 0 re T 
. h ' h . God in Chnst reconc1 m.g 

t1 on-w 1c is . counting their 
the world to himself, not C 5· 18-2 1) 

· them (II or. · trespasses agarnst h the Bi-
. · d to us throug - 1s commu111cate maki n 

bl I dd. . to this, the call of g 
e. n a 1t1on . bserve (put 

di sciples-teaching others. to o that Jesus 
into practi ce) a ll the thrngs b 

att 28:20)-must e 
commanded (M · . e that is where 
based on the Bible, s1nc d f our 
Ch rist 's teachings a re preserve or 
growth. 

"Teach me, Lord, the meaning o f your 

laws , 
11 

. es 
and I will obey them a t a t~~ ~ill obey 
Expla in you r law to me, an ' 

it· 
I wiiI keep it with a ll my heart. d 

. your comma n -Keep me obedient to 

ments , . ss .. 
because in them I find happme · B'bl ) 

Psa lm 11 9:33-35 (Good News I e 

. r Divinity studen1. Marvin is a Mas1er OJ 
0
.r 

· ociate pas1or 'J He is single He 1s ass 
· M ite Church, Good Shepherd ennon 

Sioux Falls. He is a member of . our 
. ENSONG Marv//'/ is musical gro up, EV · 

from Seward, KS. 

DANIEL 
EDWARDS 

Man cannot come to a saving knowl
edge of God without special revelation. 
That specia l revelation has been made 
available to us in the Bible. Without it, 
man would be lost, doomed to everlasting 
separat ion from God. Because of the 
teachings within the Scriptures, I have 
come to know Jesus as m y personal 
Savior and have had ignited within my 
heart a desire to share the "Good News" 
to those wi th whom I come in contact. 

The Bible is also authoritative in ma t
ters of fa ith and practice, because the 
essential truths within the Holy Writ are 
ete rnal and come from God. This avails 
the Bible to be applicable to me and to 
those to whom I will minister. 1 especially 
want to be an inst rument o f God in mak
ing the Bible relevant to young people, 
for they are the leaders of tomorrow. If 
we ever needed a back-to-the-Bible em
phasis, no w is the time, fo r tomorrow 
might be too late. 

Dan is a Master of Divinity student. He is 
the choir director at Emmanuel Bap1is1 
Church, Sioux Falls, is not married, and 
is from Emery, SD. 

WALTER 
FOTH 

As a born again believer and minister 
of the Gos pel, the Bible means very much 
to me, because it is the record o f God' s 
revela tion to mankind, mani fested in the 
providence of sa lvation through Jesus 
Christ. It is the message which tells me 
that I am loved by God, and that coming 
in fai th and repentance to him , he wi ll ac
cept me. As I read the Bible, it becomes 

Walter is a Master of Divinity s1ude111, is 
married 10 Gracia/a , and 1hey have a 
daughter Miriam. Walter is f ro111 Ed-
111omo11, AB. 

alive to me so that I must exclaim with the 
Psalmist: "Thy Word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my path" (Psa. 
119; !05). The Word of God gives direc
tions and principles fo r Christian li ving 
and helps me to grow spiritua lly and as a 
person, giving me strength and courage. 

In my m inist ry, the Bible a lso means 
much to me, because it is God ' s instru
ment, which he has given me through the 
inspired writers, to tell others about the 
salvation through Jesus . It is the truth of 
God to be declared and taught to men for 
salvation, reproof, correction, righteous
ness and maturity in Christ. 

RONALD 
GUNTER 

Ronald Gunter is a Master of Arts in 
Counseling student. He is married to 
Pamela; their child ren are Jennifer , 
Joshua and Christopher. He is from St. 
Joseph , M I. 

JOYCE 
HARRIS 

The Bible to me is not only a s piritual 
book but a personal-human book. It 
speaks to m an 's soul as well as his per
so na l needs and struggles in everyday life. 
The primary m essage of sa lvat ion a nd 
forgiveness provides man a loving and ac
cepting relationship with God, with oth
ers , and with o neself. In ministering to 
the personal struggles and pain o f the in
ner life, I depend upon the Bible as a 
source of guidance that a llo ws for the 
uniqueness of each individual that gives 
meaning, purpose a nd d irect io n in Ii fe, 
and that assures a place for ea ch person in 
God' s created order. 

Joyce is a Mas ter of Arts in Counseling 
s111den1. She is married 10 N.A . B. S. pro
f essor, J . Gordon Harris. They have rwo 
daugh1ers, Joy and Jami. Joyce also 
teaches voice lesso11s 10 N.A.B.S. s111-
dents. She is from Sioux Falls. SD. 
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pu 1ngil 
togeftter 
by Ernie Zimbelman 
Faith. Hope. Optimism. Trust. These are 
key words in Christ ian thinking. Chris
tian theology is totally absorbed in the 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of 
Counseling at North American Bap
tist Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He 
is also the director of the Sioux 
Falls Psychological Services Clinic. 

BECKY 
HEERTS 

A mi rror . .. authority . . . the 
Source of li fe . . . God speaking ... The 
Bible is all o f those a nd more to me, and 
because the Word is Truth, J know that it 
~ s mo~e powerful than anything I can say 
in trying to help others find Jesus Christ 
as their. p.ersonal Savior. " The Word of 
God 1s J1 v1 11g, act ive and sharper than a ny 

~eek_~ i1 a Ma.11e:· of Arts in Religious 
.Studies student. She I.I sing le and wor ks 
part-'.1111e in 1/ie IJ11.1i11e.1·s departl/lellt of 
1he Se111111ary. She 1,, a mel/lber u 01;,. 
111u11rnl team 1:. Vi:. NS'ONC, c·1 r ./ 
1 1 • ' • • " 1e J 11r111er-
J II <1.> a shun lt'r111 i111s.11<J111l!'v i11 Ja 
Becky 11fru111 .)10111, IA. - pu11. 

concepts contained in theses w?rds. . 
T he Psalmist expresses this tho~ght. 

"And now Lord, for what do I wait . ~y 
hope is in thee. " (Psalm 39:7) Pau.1 begins 
his first letter to Timothy by stating that 
he is "an apost le of Christ Jesus by the 
command of God our Savior and of 
Christ Jesus our hope" (I T imot hy I :I) . 
The role of religion is to give people 
hope-a feeling of opt imism ~~o~t t.~ei r 
existence. Jn fac t, the word faith 1s 
sometimes used interchangeably wit h the 
word "religion"-what is your fai th ? or 
of what faith are you? 

It is important that we examine our 
lifestyle in regard to our faith practices. 
I'm not talking here about what doctrines 
we hold, but rather how we regard life as 
a whole. 

Am I basically an optimist ic person? 
Am I a person that readily trusts other 
people and li fe sit uations? How much 
hope do I have for a good life in the pres
ent, the immediate Future, the long-range 
future, eternity? 

How I think, work, play, and generally 
funct ion depends on the kind of person I 
am. Your happiness does not depend on 
your situation, but on how you rega rd 
your situation,how successful you are in 
your career , family li fe, or church 
depends on your mood. 

People who have an opt imist ic outl ook 
on life tend to be happy, joyful, carefree 

two-edged sword." This has been espe
cia lly evident in my work in Japan, where 
people have turned to the Lord because of 
studying the Bible. 

I' m thankfu l for these two years here at 
N.A.B.S. because I have gained a 
broader, deeper foundation for my own 
life, a nd I feel much better eq uipped in 
knowing how to study God 's Word and to 
share it with others. 

SHELLY 
HA1nsooK 

(~~e~~ ~artsook graduated with th e Mas-
1111s1ry degree from N A B S . 

1977 and w' JJ . · · · . 111 
. . I receive the Master ,- o· . 
ny 111 Ma 1978 . . o 1v1n-
5ioUJ, 1-c1if.s with ·h~hel.l y is 51nglc, li ve5 in 
be d 1..hapla1n. r parenb, and plan~ to 

and successful in litera ll y all of their 
endeavors. Pess imis tic, discouraged, de
pressed people generally feel life is dul l 
worthless and too demanding. They fre~ 
quently feel tha t life is probably not 
wort h the effort it takes to live it, and 
they can give you unl imi ted evidence to 
prove their point. 
. Wh.at ca.uses some people to be op

t1m1st1c wh!le others are pess imistic? Is it 
body chemistry? There is considerable 
evidence to support this. Moods and at 
titudes can be changed through the use of 
drugs such as alcohol and a nti-depres
sants. Does this im ply that l do not have 
control over my own attitudes and 
moods? How much control I have over 
theses factors in my life is the basis of a 
great deal of di scussion. 

l know that people who have a deep
seated feeli ng of hope a nd optimism 
about their lives a re fortunat e. I also 
know that to the degree that a person is 
not hopeful about life situations life be
comes joyless, and they become unhappy 
and depressed. 

Exam ine your life to see how fu lfilled 
you feel, how hopeful you are about your 
life. If you do not find the j oy and hope 
there that you want, then go to your 
Christian church and ask about the 
"WAY" to opt imism and hope. Jesus 
said: "M y purpose is to give life in all its 
fulness" (Joh n 11: 11 LB). 0 

JERRY 
MATHIS 

What does the Bible mean to me and 
my ministry? It is the heart and soul o f 
everything I teach and preach. Wi tho ut 
the Bible, we would have no wr itten 
source of knowledge abou t the life and 
teaching of the One we proclaim as Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Without the au
thorit y of the wr it1 en Word of God, o ur 
faith would become a very subjective 
thing and incapable of offering a ny rea l 
hope to a world wh ich desperately needs 
something to hope for. That is why we 
mu st uphold the a ut hority of 1hc Bible 

Jerry is a Master of 1l rrs in Nelt[!ious 
Srur/ir:\ .\t11den t. lief:. 111arried tv l:Je1 ·erf)' 
who 11orks i11 the Library ur /'v. 11.B.S. 
Jerrv isfro111 Cleveland, OH. 

a nd why I plan to keep the Bible at the 
center of whatever ministry into which 
the Lord may lead me. 

LOREN 
KOPF 

Loren Kopf is a Master of Arts in 
Religious Studies s tudent. He is single 
and is from Milwaukee , WI. 

SAM UEL N. 
NGUM 

"Thy Word is a lamp unto my .reet and 
a light unto my path, " said David thou
sands of years ago. Centuries later Jesus 
confi rmed that all things will pass away 
but not the Word of God (Ps. 11 9: 10 ~; 
Matt. 24 :34). As God is eternal, so is Im 
Word. Hence I accept it and als~ accept 
r . I that will never ully Its counsels counse s 
change, because i1e from whom they flow 
never changes. 

In the days o f old, God led Israel by 
fire in the night and by cloud in the day. 
In this age, he leads new I sr~el , ~h.e 
Church members of his body by hi.s Spmt 
and by his Word. None cont rad icts the 
other. His Word, therfore, is a lamp u~t~ 
my feet and a light unto my path . By It. 

. ·ng God Im know something con.cerni . • 
eternal purposes and some things cotlld-

. · I hich I wou cern ing myself wll 10ut w . 
' · h choices I 

never know. It d irects me int e d' 
. in each 1rec-make a nd guides my steps . d 

tion I face I am saved, called and trarn.e 
to declare. the wonderful works ?f hu:i 
that has called me out of darkness mto hlis 

. 2·0) but for t 1e marvellous hght (I Peter · • 
Bible I would not find my way to t he 
Savio'r not to talk o f knowing what thos.e 
wonde~ ful works of him are. Hence, it 

Samuel is our imerna1io11al stude111 f rom 
Cameroo11 . He is married to Susa1111ah 
a11d has the follo iving child:e11: Em-
1na11uel, Esther, £u11ice, Vic1ori11e, Peter, 
Grace and Patience. He is i11 the Master 
of Arts in Christian Education program . 

serves not only as a lamp unto my feel , a 
light unto my path and a source of assur
ance and st rength to me, but also, being 
God's Word, the source of all aspects of 
my ministry in the Church of Jesus 
Christ. 

DOROTHY J. 
NORMAN 

A friend of mine was very depressed 
and overburdened with tests and papers . 
He wanted to do more with his other re
sponsibi lities in the church and commu
ni ty. I was facing similar pressures and 
assured him I'd pray for him, but wished 
I had something to say, some com forting 
answer. That evening as I opened my Bi
ble for devotions, I caught a gl impse of 
an underlined verse in Isaiah : " They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
st rength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint" (Isaia h 
40:31 , RSV) . That's the answer! I was 
convinced the Spirit wanted me to share 
this wonderful verse with my friend . But 
how and when? The next day as l pre
pared for a speech class, the verse fit right 
into the outl ine. I gave that speech on 
Isaiah 40:31 . My fri end heard that 
speech, and others were encouraged, too. 
l 've relied on that verse many times since 
that speech. God's Word has answers for 
a ny si tuation we face! 

Dorothy is in our one year certificate pro
gram (religious studies). She is single, is 
in our new musical group, NEW CRE
ATION, and is the pianist. Doro1hy is 
fro m Watertown, WI. 

' 
I I 1 KRIS 

PETERSEN 

As a senior counseling student at 
N.A .8.S., I feel that I have been given a 

Kris is in our Master of Arts i11 Counsel
ing program. He is married to Dorothy 
who is an RN at the Veterans Hospital. 
Kris is.from Sioux Falls. 

great opportunity th rough my course 
work to explore the Scriptures and deter
mine what the Bi ble has to say about 
Christian counseling. I believe that 
II Cor. I :3-4 states it most appropria tely, 
" Blessed be the God and Fat her of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, who comforts us 
in all our afnictions. so that we may be 
able to comfort those who are in any af
fliction." T he Scriptures provide us with 
strength, insight, and the heal ing message 
of Jes us Christ to be shared with those 
who suffer and are in need. 

WILLIAM 
RAMSEY 

William Ramsey is a Master of Divinity 
student, is single, and is from Portland , 
OR. 

DAVID A. 
RAPS KE 

"For whatever was written in former 
days was written for our instruction that 
by steadfas tness and by the encourage
ment of the scriptures we might have 
hope" (Romans 15:4). 

Hope! It is something I have always 
wanted; yet I never connected hope with 
the study of Scripture. Sem inary s tudies 
have provided me with t hree very simple, 
yet profound, principles that have reas
sured me of hope in my life . 

First, it is possible for me to know what 
the Scriptures say to me; however that 
will only happen if I READ THE 
WOR D. Second, l can determine scrip
tural meaning, but only if I am respon
sible with the skills I have been taught; J 

must STUDY T H E WORD. Finally , I 

(Continued on page 2 7) 

David is a Master of Divi11ity student . He 
is married to Kathy ; they ha ve two daugh 
ters: Jana a11d Candy. He is the pastor of 
First Co11gregatio11al Church of Hum
bolt, SD. David is.fi·om Su rre.v. BC. 
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My Maryland 
Summer 

by Fran Hoogestraat, 
Brookings, SD 

Wild strawberries and honeysuckle, mag
nolia trees and rose gardens. Pictures in 
books were coming to life in the backyard 
of my new "summer home." Privi leged 
to Jive on a Maryland country estate, J 
was awed by the sights I thought existed 
only in picturesque travel fo lders. 

A summer spent in the east was an in
credible change from my midwestern 
background a nd rearing. A farm girl ac
customed to the slower, casual traffic of 
country roads, learned to appreciate the 
soft hum from the Baltimore Beltway. 
My concepts of freedom and "trust in 
fellow man " were altered as I adjusted to 
private property, police dogs and burglar 
alarms. As the ground rules of my job 
were laid out, my maid work became a 
"game" I learned to love. 

The game had numerous rewards and 
simply living with an eastern politican 
and his fami ly was foremost. I acquired a 
deep love for the family that made pic
tures in books dance in color before my 
eyes. God touched me through the lives of 
Mark and Ellen Farrell. 

As a former foreign ambassador, Mr. 
Farrell had an international viewpoint 
that I admired. I loved to hear him talk 
about his involvement with people I had 
only read about. God was broadening my 
own horizons through my boss. 

Mr. Farrell 's sights helped to open my 
eyes a bit wider. I realized that God's vi 
sion is the broadest o f all, and how much 
I had yet to see! Just a glimpse had over
whelmed me! 

I counted my job as maid as one of 
privi lege . A friend and I were respons ible 
for cleaning the mansion and tidyi ng after 
the houseg uests . We worked in the rose 
ga rden, ser ved the meals, a nd ass isted in 
the maintenance of the esta te. 

14 I BAPTIST H E RA LD 

I began to believe that God wanted me 
as a maid, to give of my very best in m; 
every task. The job of maid became a 
treat, once I realized it was a job God had 
especially designed for me. How true that 

by Dorene Walth, 
W.M.U. president, 
Sioux Falls, SD 

Who can understand the mysteries of 
God's ways? 

A prison inmate, given 25 to 50 years 
for kidnapping after an early life of 
crime, relates how grateful he is to have 
been imprisoned, for it was there that he 
was given his first Bible, which ult i
mately led him to become a Christ ian . 

Members of a family tell how com
munication barriers, which had existed 
for years, were broken, and a new rela
tionship of love for each other resulted 
from the mother's serious cancer sur
gery, which left her without a voice fo r 
the rest of her li fe. God answered her 
prayers fo r a unit.ed family after many 
lonely years. She said s he gladly gave up 
th~ use of her voice, in order that her 
ch! ldr~n would come to a right relation
ship with God. 

Then there is Bill 's story. He grew up 
on a small farm in North Dakota. It was 
tou~h ha~ing fo ur older brothers who 
pers isted 111 teach ing him " humility"! 
As a young .b~y, Bill sensed a ca lling to 
become a minister someday. Sometimes 
he ."preac~ed" .sermons to bales of hay 
whtle helprng with field work. 

Because he fe lt infer ior a nd inade
quate, Bill never told a soul a bout this 
call ing. He knew he didn 't have the abil
it7 a.nd assumed others might laugh at 
him 1f he should mention it. 

At age eight , his father died, leaving a 
colossal void in the home. Teen years 
were lonely and frustrating. High school 
had little meaning, so he dropped out 
during his senior year. Marriage eased 
the loneliness. They were bot h I 9-high 
school sweethearts . 

my behavior was a renect ion of J esus in 
me! At the point that I dedicated myself 
to Jes us' will, I felt a strength and joy for 
his service. Most of all, I learned that my 
devotion to Jesus determined my effec-

Two years of industrious fa rming 
proved sat isfying and financially re
warding. However, a continuing, gnaw
ing restlessness seemed to permeate ev
erything he did. 

T he decision was made to sell the 
farm and enroll in teacher's college. 
Hopefully, this would serve to "get the 
Lord off his back" about the ministry. 

The culmination of those happy col
lege years came, when both Bill and his 
wife accepted teaching positions in a 
beautiful locat ion "out west." T his 
would be the "they lived happily ever 
after" era. 

A few short weeks into the school 
year, his wife became ill and had to be 
hospitalized. It was a terminal blood 
disease. Bill was told she would not live 
very long. 

Stunned, he stayed by her bedside day 
and night. Suddenly, Bill realized their 
sixth wedding anniversary was a few 
days away. "God, if you must take her 
from me, spare me that day," he 
pleaded earnestly. 

She died on their anniversary. S hould 
he be bitter and curse God? No, for a 
verse came to his mind: "Whom the 
Lord loves , he chasten s" (Heb. 12:6). 
Could it be that God loved him so 
much, he would permit this loss to get 
Bi ll's undivided attention? 

" Yes, Lord . I understand now what 
you have in mind for me. I will quit run
ning from you. I will share my call ing 
with concerned loved ones and friends, 
and prepare myself for the Gospel min
istry. You give me ability as I give you 
my availabili ty,'' was his prayer. 

That was about 30 years ago. I am t he 
di rect beneficiary of God's leading in 
this man 's Ii fe. I was one of the first per
sons Bill pointed to Christ a fter he had 
ga ined hi s own sense of direction. Bill 's 
real name is Clarence. He is my hus
band. I thank God for 25 wonderful 
years of serving Christ with him. Those 
earlier years o f experience have given 
him a stability in h is calling, which in 
turn gives m e stability in "climbing my 
stairway." 

" Oh, what a wonderful God we have! 
How grea t are his wisdom a nd knowl 
edge and riches ! How impossible it is 
for us to understand his decisions and 
his methods! For everything comes 
from God a lone. Everyth ing lives by his 
power, and everything is for his glory . 
To him be glory evermore" (Rom. 11 :33 
and 36). 

tiveness in my work. I spent my working 
hours with Jesus by my side, thanking 
him for a ll he had provided for my enjoy
ment. With Jesus, I was strong and confi
dent. I strove to provide the cleanest 
house I could . 

Taste and poise descr ibe the lady I 
worked for, Mrs. Farrell. I admired her 

Conference 
Corner 
by Sandy Bauslaugh, 
Bismarck, ND 

J uly 10, 1979, marks the beginning of a 
very exci ting week for North American 
Baptis ts. T here are special programs set 
up for all ages, start ing wi th the nurse ry 

Prep.aration 
Time 
by Laverna 
Mehlhaff, 
women 's 
work director 

During March our thoughts turn to 
planting and gardening in preparation 
for a harvest. When growing up on the 
farm, I remember the careful soil 
preparation which was necessary be
fore planting a garden. It took time. 
When it was ready, we dug holes or 
made fu rrows with the hoe in which to 
plant the seed; after the seed was in the 
ground, the holes and furrows were 
closed with care. We did all we could 
to ins ure that, with the rains, the seed 
would take root , grow and bear fruit. 
T hat was the purpose of planting. 

Good roots are needed for plants to 
bear fruit. In the same way, it is im
portant for God's children to be 
rooted and grounded in the Lord Jes us 
Ch rist in order that each one produce 
fruit. The difficult situations and ex
periences, which are ours, will help us 
to be well rooted so that we wi ll not be 
swayed by every wind of doctrine but 
will be firm and steady in our service 
to God. W e need to take time and care 
to become strongly rooted in the Lord 
so tha t during the course of our lives, 
we will be frui t-bearing Chris tians . 0 

Still available! A number of 1979 Ger
man a nd English Program Packets are 
still availab le from o ur office a t $3.00 
per packet. 

gentle touch wi th those around her. Her 
soft-spoken manner replaced all the 
words many people would have needed to 
accomplish what she did. A highly-re
spected woman, socially and culturally, 
yet on simple, sincere terms with people 
she met. God showed me that her priori ty 
of humility was my textbook. I watched 

and going right through to single adults. 
The nursery will be adequately staffed 

to keep the younger ch ild ren busy and 
happy, while Mom and Dad take in the 
Conference sessions. 

Grades one through six will enjoy a 
num ber of interest ing tours, incl uding a 
trip to Fort Lincoln, a museum, and a 
chance to see Clyde, the largest bear in 
captivi ty ! 

Junior highs will have their own activi
ties during the day-Bible stud ies and 
discussions, as well as the opportunity to 
spend a complete day at Crystal Springs , 
our N.A .B. summer camp! 

Senior highs and collegia ns will be sta y-

Executive 
Committee 
Meeting Report 
by Carol ine Zeitner, 
W.M.U. secretary-treasurer, 
Edmonton, AB 

When the Woman 's Missionary Fellow
ship Executive Committee met Sept. 
14-16, 1978, it was with great anticipa
tion. We were looking forward to meeting 
each other as good fr iends, sharing ideas, 
making pl ans, and enjoying precious 
Christian fe llowship . We had the privi
lege of staying in the homes o f friends. 
Our first afternoon and evening session 
was at the Forest Par k Baptist Church, 
where we were also served a del icious sup
per. The expectancy with which we came 

JOIN A MISSIONARY TEAM 

SHORT-TERM SERV ICE 
Because of the continuing need for 

teachers in Cameroon, we are seeking 
four qua Ii fied persons for the 
1979-1 98 1 academic years. 

C ALL 
(3 I 2) 495-2000 

or 
WRITE 

N.A .B. Missions Department 
l So. 2 10 Summit Ave , 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

her, noting a quality of " q uiet effec
tiveness," a glimpse of Christ ' s ways. 

They invited me; I was quick to accept. 
They taught me; I was excited to learn. 
Whatever they had, they o ffered to me. I 
worked; yet the time went by quickly. 
Suddenly it was a memory of a fami ly 
that gave me the finest they had to offer. 

ing at St. Mary's College, which is a ir
condi tioned and has a s wimming pool. 
Their Bible studies and meetings will a ll 
be held on campus. They will, however, 
come to the Civic Center for the evening 
meet ings. 

The single adults will be staying at the 
Best Western T ownhouse Motel. The mo
tel facilities have been made available to 
them for the week. 

These are only a few of the Con ference 
"goings-on" planned for our young peo
ple and single adults during the week. En
courage your entire family to come along. 
We don' t want them to miss out on a 
week full of blessings in Bismarck , ND. 

was fulfi lled. As we listened to Mrs . 
Freda Reddig unveil plans for activities at 
the Triennial Conference in Bismarck, 
our excitement grew. Ladies, you will 
want to be there to participate in what 
will surely be a blessed time! 

Though we sat and planned, listened 
and discussed, and sometimes yawned, 
and then talked some more about Con
ference luncheon plans, about White 
Cross, a bout themes, about fi nancial 
goals, and much other business, we were 
not discouraged. The joy of the Lord was 
our strength. Each session was begu n 
with a devotional time and prayer. These 
times of spiri tual sharing were a high
light. 

One thing we'd like to share with you is 
the urgent need for additional White 
Cross postage funds. We will be asking 
you to send one dollar per pound instead 
of sixty cents. The rates have increased 
tremendously. 

God is so good to us ! Our executive 
committee experienced that again. He 
gave us a beautiful unity from all the 
varied viewpoints we brought together . ln 
three very full days, he showed us his 
fa ithfulness aga in. I praise h im! 

"The East Olds Baptist Church of 
Olds, Alberta, is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary on June 30 and July 1, 
1979. An in vitation is extended to all 
form er members and friends ." 
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My Tribute 

by Richard Schilke 
The North American Bap ti st Office staff 
observed its annua l Christmas dinner on 
Thursday evening, Dec. 14, 1978. Lyle 
Wacker had not been at the office since 
Tha nksgiving week due to illness. He and 
his wi fe A lice joined us at the Christmas 
dinner, sat at our table, and took in the 
fes tive program . We observed that he was 
not fee ling well, but none of us dreamt 
that in less than 12 hours the sad news of 
his sudden pass ing would shock us. Early 
Friday morning , December 15, he col
lapsed whi le gett ing ready to be ta ken to 
the hospital for his regula r dialysis treat
ment. The Rev. Fred Folkerts offe red to 
take him to the hospital a nd was at the 
home when Lyle collapsed. Mouth 10 
mouth resusitation was o f no avai l and 
before medical help could come, the 

1

Lord 
had taken Lyle to hi s heavenly abode. 

I was asked by their pastor the Rev 
Robert S. Hess, and by the 'family t~ 
m~ke some comments about my relat io n
ship to Lyle Wacker a t the time of the 
funeral service at the Village Green Ba _ 
list Church i~ Glen E llyn on Decemb~r 
18. What I said then, I wo uld want to be 
m~ tri bute to my good and departed 
friend a nd brot her in Christ , Lyle O. 
Wacker. 

I have kn?wn Lyle since his s tudent 
days , fol lowing college graduation and 
when he . began his seminary training in 
1955 . _l v1v1dl y recall o ur firs t meet ing at 
the Triennial Conference in Waco TX · 
1955. A comm o n in terest in phot~gra~~~ 
started a c~nversation between us. 1 fol
lowed wah interes t his minis try in his two 
churches af_ter _seminary gradua tion: S hell 
Creek Bapust in Columbus, NE, 1958_

62 
and Calvary Bapt is t in Corn OK' 
I 962-67 .. I ministered to both churche~ 
d~nng his pa.st orates. and fe llowshipped 
With the fam lly. During his minis try a t 
Corn he a lso served as m ission secretary 
of the Sout hwestern Conference and thus 
as member of the Board of Missions half 
of that time as chairma n of the Board. 

!n 1967, immediately following the 
Triennial Conference in Detroit, MI, the 
Board of M1ss1ons, whose chairma n Lyle 
then was, tu rned to him in its search fo 
full -time _director of Church Extensi~~ 
and appoin ted him to that position. H e 
~ccepted the challenge a nd began his m in
istry at the N.A.B. Conference Office in 
September 1967_. This brought us into a 
very close wor~ ing rela tionship, because 
Chu rch Ex~en_s1on was wi thin the Depart 
ment o f M1ss1ons during those years . By 
1976 Church Ex tension became a cooper-

Dr. Richard Schilke is general secretary 
of the North American Baptist Missi 
Department. ons 

acing department of the Conference with 
its own Church Extension Board, a nd 
Lyle Wacker was elected as its general 
secretary at the Conference sess ions in 
P ort land, OR. 

Throughout these years I found Lyle 
Wacker dependa ble, trustworthy, ve ry 
devoted and committed to his work 
whi~h he greatl y loved . We were very s u p~ 
P~rttve ~f each other and usua lly saw 
thtng~ ~hke. God gave him wisdom for 
h_1s ministry. T he work of Church Exten
sion and the number of new proj ects 
~ t arted ~ach year more rhan doubled dur
ing the Ume of his ministry. This is not an 
easy task wi th present-day infla tionary 
costs. One of his grea ter contri butio ns 
\~as the launching of the Church Exren
ston Investors Fund in I 973 wh1"ch I 

. • a t t 1e 
present !tme has reached the I \I; ·ir 
dollar mark . 2 mt ton 

I However, hi s g reatest contribution 
t irough the fo unding o f these new 
chu rches was the outreach to 
who were won to the kingdom :~6~~uls 
these churches. Tho ugh his . by 
48 is untimely in our .P~ssing at a_ge 
with the L d eyes, It ts 01henv1se 
faithful se or , who.at this time called his 

l rv_anr lo h ts erernal reward 
would ltke l · · 

somewhat to t~emy /e _atton_sh ip to Lyle 

and J onathan. Re~~ altt~~~tp of David 
and II Samuel I :25-26 fr uel ~O_: 16-17 
ble transla tion and I om the l1v111g Bi
the latter · " J' h et i:ne Quote herewith 
hills. Ho~ I ~~=t ~n is slain upon the 
Jonatha n- how mup holrl you, my brother 

' c oved you!" 

What's a Real 
Friend 

Worth? 
by Stan Johnson 

Lyle a nd l were friend 
huma n friends s. We were not only 
friends . Lyle and I h:~ ~ere Christian 
tng together in Chu I a Eot of ~un work
ways knew when L /c 1 Xtenston . I a l-
of my h Ye rea ll y enjoyed o 

umorous · ne 
would s tart grinnin s t ~nes, beca use he 
would reach fro g nd soon the grin 
hold it back L ~ ear to ear; he couldn' t 
and Lyle we;e geood Sch~uer, my pastor, 
always enjoy tradi budd1 e_s , a nd l would 
past between us. ng ston es from their 

I can say With 
a nd I had a dee out r~se:vation tha t Lyle 
ot her. We all k P Chris ti a n love for each 
· new the ex · 
tn the a rea of s t . pen1se Lyle had 
stat is ti cal facts atmg churches. The 
many churches ~e~el for themse_l ves. The 
our own church 0 1 Ped_ s ta~t, in clud ing 
are a tri bu te to L~le . Ym p1c View Baptis t, 

Mr. Stan Johnson i . . . 
Church £· . s ch au man of the Xtenston Bo . I I . 
Tacoma, WA. atc.. i e li ves in 

We a ll miss 
Lyle but tha nk the 
Lord we will see 
h im agai n . 
There's no way 
yo u can est imate 
the value of a real 
friend . H e is price
less. 

Above a ll else, Lyle had 
a deep a nd abid ing per
sonal commitme nt 10 
Jesus Chris t , rhat rra n
sccnded a ll of his work 
a nd activities. The ex
am ple Lyle taught by 

IN MEMORIAM 
Lyle O.Wacker 

1930-1978 

t h e Pa s toral 
R eco mmenda
tions Commi ttee 
sess ions , ask ing 
for na mes of 

possible candidates 
to shepherd another 
new project. The 
lack o f pastors for 

new projects was one o f 
his weightiest burdens , 
because it often required 
!ha! s uch pastors wo uld 

his li fe was the fact 
rhar J esus is com ing 
and we s hould take 
every ad vantage to 
share J esus wi th o ur 
friends a nd contac ts. 

Praise the Lord fo r 
Lyle! 

Our Loss
His Gain 

byG. K. 
Zimmerman 

The Rev. Lyle Wacker, 
our co-worker fo r 
Christ , had a deep pas
sion for th e unreached 
people. He would fre
quently unburden his 
concern to m e about 
the new communiti es he had visited and 
how sharing th e Gospel was so great ly 
needed. H e recognized tha t at times his 
vis ion of needs for a particula r area was 
ahead of what Associations were pre
pared to add to their a lready heav ily in
vo lved m inistry in C hurch Ex tension 
projects. Lyle would sha re his visio n w ith 
Associat io n o r regiona l Church Extension 
comm ittees, a nd often a ft er much prayer 
and fa ith in God 's lead ing, another new 
Church Ex tens ion project would be on its 
way. I can tru ly characteri ze Lyle Wacker 
as a man of di vine visions which have 
brought virt ua ll y thousands of people in
to a meaningful re lat ionship wi th God 
through Faith in J es us C hri st as Savior 
a nd Lo rd. 

Lyle o ften shared his o bserva tions of 
how a small nuc leus of believers, who be
came the foundation of a new chu rc h, 
characterized the qua lity o f New Tes ta
ment C hri st ians. He would descr ibe the ir 
con tageous fervor to witness fo r Chris! 
and move fo rward boldly toward es tab
lishing a no ther church . Lyle was a man o f 
deep C hris tian concern. O ne could fee l 
the b urdens upon his heart as he came to 

' J 

have to leave large es
tablished churches a nd 
commit themselves 10 

"shepherds o f a small 
flock" of new Chris
tians . Lyle's prayers 
reflected his concern 
rhar God would call 
pastors to home mis
sion fields in o rder to 
es t a bli s h m o r e 
chu rches. 

More tha n o ne-third 
of o ur North American 
Baptisr churches have 
been s tarted as Chur~h 
Exrension projects 111 

the la s t 25 years. Many 
of these exis t today 
because there was a 
Lyle Wac ker, a ~an of 
God with a pass ion for 
the unreached ; a man 
with a visio n and a lso a 
burden that there was a 

need to bring the Gospel to new com
muni ties . We as a Conference fee l t~e 

. h Lyle Wacker s grea t loss tn our Brot er 
. Id yet we know a bsence from this wor ' d 

that he is in the presence o f the Lord a n 

Savior. . ·ll1ess 
"It is the Spirit himself beann? wt if 

with our spirit that we are children ~r 
. . / I ei·rs lte1rs OJ God, and if cluldren, I 1en 1 . ' . ro-

God and fellow heirs w//lt Chnst, p 
vided we suffer with him in order that_~ve 
may also be glorified with him. 1 c?nst er 
that the sufferings of this present tune ! a re 

. · 1 the glory t wt not worth companng W// 1 . 
6 

I 8 
is to be revealed to us." (Romans 8. I -
RSV). 

I Miss Him 
by John Ziegler 

It is with a g rea t sense of mixed em ot io ns 
that I write about a very close friend a nd 
my associate in the minist ry o f C hurch 
Extensio n . The shock, the loss and the 
deep saddness make th is a difficult task. 
On the other ha nd, the inspiration a nd 
cha lle nge of hi s Ii fe and ministry has had 

Dr. C. K. Zi111111er111an is exee11tive secre
tary of the North A m erican Baptist Con-
ference. 

T;;-Rev. John Ziegler is acting general 
secretary of Church Extension of the 
North American Baptist Conference. 

~=====-----------------------

a profound impact on m y life. It causes 
me to rejo ice a nd praise God that it was 
my specia l privilege to link heart a nd 
hand together with Lyle in a work that 
was far more than a job, o r a response to 
a call. He was divi nely motivated by a 
sense of mission . H e was fu lfilling God 's 
manda re to him- to respond to the "Ju
dean a nd Samaritan " segment o f the 
Great Commiss ion . 

Lyle was a spiritually motivated per
son. He made it very clear that C hurch 
Extension to him was not a denomina
tional program , b ut a God given mission. 
Consequently, the hours at the office and 
the weeks of travel were done never 
grudgingly or of necessity, but a lways 
cheer full y a nd as unto the Lord. There 
were times of sleepless nights, bearing 
huge burdens of others, but always dom
inated by the joy of the Lord. How I 
delighted in hi s enthusiasm and good 
humor. H is unstinting devotion to Christ 
was a n inspiration a nd challenge. 

Lyle was a progressive, forward-look
ing person. H e was constantly seeking 
ways and means o f strengthening the 
ministry of C hurch Extension. His leade r
ship abil ity led to !he development of ma
jor programs , such as the C hurch Ex_t~n
sion Investors Fund. However, the ab1hty 
to do deta il planning and develop work
able office procedure demonstrated hi s 
administrative gift. He developed spiri
tua l gift s and served the Lord effectively 
because of it. . 

Even as I wri te these words, I rea lize 
tha t if Lyle should have read them, he 
would be somewhat embarrassed and 
self-effacing in his response. He never 
sought personal g lory and pre ferred to 
bypass public roles. Nevertheless, beca~se 
his a bilities a nd intelligence were readily 
recognized he was thrust into respons ible 
positions , fo r which his sense of missio_n 
gained positive respons_e. Bec~use o'. t~11s 
he established m a ny friendships . Hts 111-

fluence will be widely missed. 
Should you have had the opportunity 

to be close to him during the last year of 
his life, when illness began to ta ke its 
physica l toll , you would have al so grown 
in your love a nd respect fo r Lyle. H e 
never responded to physical decline with 
bitterness. H e sometimes expressed re
grets a nd frustrations, because he was not 
a ble to pursue his work as in the past. H e 
had so m a ny new exciting things he 
wanted to initiate . H e had set challenging 
goals and was determined to see them 
come to fruition . H e regretted no t being 
a ble to spend as muc h time with a ll those 
who worked wi th him. W e took a ll this 
quietl y to the Lord a nd hoped fo r better 
days. His love a nd trust in C hris t were his 
peace a nd strengt h. H e, of course, loved 
his family a nd sorrowed at this tempo ra ry 
separar ion . Now absent from the body, 
he is present with the Lord. W e !hank 
God fo r him, his life a nd his works. We 

commend him to God wi th the words of 
Revelation 14: 13 (GNV): "Blessed are 
those who from now on die in the service 
of the Lord! . . . they will enjoy rest 
from their hard work, because the results 
of their service go with them." 

A Genuine 
Friend 
by Bruce Ewing 

P erhaps the word "gen uine" is o n e o( tb.e 
most signi ficant words one might choose 
to describe a respec1ed and deep ly l o ved 
frien d. If the friend is a Chris.u·:uI, 1be 
word has even greater significance. 

Lyle Wacker was a genuine C hris tian 
friend. With Lyle there was nothing arti
ficia l, nothing plastic. He was rea l, 
straight-forward , and committed to 
C hrist a nd his Great Commiss ion in that 
order. 

It was with love, wisdom and confi
dence that Lyle allowed and expected one 
to feel free to disagree without fear of re
jection. With Lyle there was never a need 
to be a nything but /00 p ercent honest 
about feelings, fears, facts, o r impres
sions. H e loved with ho nes ty and warmth 
- nothing interfered w ith his love for a 
broth er or sis ter. 

Lyle Wacker had a very sensitive heart 
for the needs of the non-Chris tian. He 
had a mature a nd biblical understanding 
of the C hurch and its purpose in a con
temporary society. C hange did not 
threaten Lyle . His security was in know
ing tha t he was a n acri ve part of the mis
sion to which God had called him. He 
understood the balance of biblical prin
ciples and organizational s tructure. O ne 
of the elders a t our church commented 
more than once that "Lyle was a true mis
sionary.'' 

While many organizations were asking 
questions about how to meet the needs of 
a cha nging, disintegrating society, Lyle 
was giving a nswers that were both biblical 
and realist ic. As he la bored under the 
leadership o f the North A merican Baptist 
Con ference, Lyle was a forerunner of ef
fect ive minis try through the local chu rc h . 
To many of us at Fellowship Bible 
Church, Lyle brought credibility to the 
institu tional church . 

When Lyle met with us in Tulsa, he 
candidly voiced his concern fo r strong 
evangelism and discipleship. He en
couraged us to touch those who had been 
bruised . He cha llenged us to baptize in 
the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spi ri t. 

Lyle was patient yet demanding. He 

(Continued on page 30) 

The Rev. Bruce Ewing is pastor of Fel
lowship Bible Church, Tulsa, OK. 



the 
GROWING 

What Children 
Need 

1. A sense of safety. This feeling comes 
as a child perceives that what he or she 
does matters enough to others to get an 
appropriate reaction from them. 
2. Adequate, not excessive self-esteem. 
Self-esteem does not develop in a 
vacuum, but results from a youngster's 
evaluation of himself against criteria or 
standards acquired very early in life. 
Self-esteem waxes and wanes according to 
the child's experiences with the people in 
his life. 
3. The experience of life as worth living. 

Denny's Column 

by 
Denny 
Miller 

"Lord , somehow as years and ex
periences built my world, I was fortunate. 
My world is a circle. Each link fits. My 
family. My church. My relatives. My job. 
My old and close friends. My school. It is 
a kingdom of rich colors a nd deep affec
tion. Within me exists a warm glow. A 
feeling of security." 

Sometimes, many times, I feel secure 
and confident in the situations into which 
I a m thrust. There are times fo r most of 
us when we feel as though "we fit." 
These times may be few and far between, 
or they may be a reality of everyday life. 

Regardless, it's a great feeling knowing 
what to do and what to say. Knowing that 
people accept you. That you 're needed. 
And loved. A warm cocoon assured of a 
future as a butterfly . Guaranteed. 

A basketball cheer: "When you 're hot , 
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edge 
"We must resist the temptation to settle 
just for what amuses children and try for 
activities that give youngsters a chance to 
use their own experiences and environ
ments in play." 
4. Help in making sense of experience. 
" Our major responsibility is to help the 
young to improve, refine, develop and 
deepen their own understanding of their 
own worlds." As they grow older, they 
must be helped to understand other peo
ple's worlds. 
5. Adults who accept the authority that is 
theirs by virtue of greater experience, 
knowledge and wisdom. C hi ldren flour
ish from contact with authoritative adu lts 
who are not afraid to exercise their con
siderable power, but do so with warmth, 
supportiveness, encouragement and ade-

you're hot. When you're not, you're not. 
I' m hot , you're not." Why is it that when 
we' re on the top of the world, it is so very 
difficult to really remember how it feels 
to be lower than low? It feels so good to 
bask in the sudden sunshine. Have 1 been 
there so long that I am unable to remem
ber cold winter nights? Or do I just savor 
those rare moments so possessively that 
no one else matters? 

Reach out. Risk your security. Share 
your warmth. Can you remember or 
imagine being new in a group-be it 
church, or school, or wor k, or j ust an un
familiar situation? And how nice it 
wou ld have felt to have been at ease? 
Draw someone into C hristian fellowship . 
Sit and talk with a loner o r someone who 
is o ften le ft alone. Listen to someone 
you've never taken the time to before. 
And maybe never wanted to . Take the ex
tra step to help someone feel comfort
able . Introduce the new person in the 
group, and make him yo ur protege. 

Christ' s comma ndment: " Love one 
another. Love thy neighbor as th yself" 
(Matt. 22 :39). Reach out. Take risks. Ex
pose yourself. Take responsibility. Gala
tians 6:2-3- "Share each o ther's tro ubles 
and problems and so obey our Lo rd' s 
command. If a nyone thinks he is too 
great to stoop to this , he is fooling him
self. H e is rea lly a nobody." 

THE GROWING EDGE 
Features from your Church Ministries 
Department 
These brief, provocative articles are 
meant to expand the growing edge of the 
mind and soul- to suggest, perhaps, new 
avenues of thought and action. Denny's 
Column is a regular feature, especially 
for youth. Denny Miller is a college stu
dent, living in Portland, OR, and she in
vites youth (or parents) to send in ques
tions. She (and other young people) will 
do their best to provide helpful answers. 

quate explanat ion. Such adults treat 
chi ldren's feelings , desires a nd opinions 
with respect, even when disagreeing w ith 
them . 
6. Association with adults and older 
children who are models of the personal 
qualities. Do youngsters spend enough 
time with people w ho exemplify such 
qualities as honesty, kindness, the capac
ity to respect and care about others, ac
ceptance of difference, love of learning, 
etc.? Or are they too much exposed to a p
pealing glamorous figu res who exempl ify 
the very qualities that we do not want to 
foster? 
7. Relationships with adults who are will
ing to take a stand for their own values. 
-Dr. Lillian Katz, ear ly childhood edu
cation expert, Universi ty of Illinois. 

A goal. T o become more Christ like. 
" How would Christ behave in this situa
tion?" Christ always had time for t he 
other person and not a lways the " beau ti
ful people." Chr ist helped people when 
and where they hurt. T he adult ress. The 
lame ma n. "Be fu ll of love for o thers, 
following the example of C hrist who 
loved you and gave himself to God as a 
sacrifice to take awa y your sins" 
(Eph.5:2). 

" T he m ore lowly your service to oth
ers, the greater you a re" (Matt. 23: I I ). 
" E ven as you d id it u nto the least of 
these, you did it to me" (Matt. 25:40). 

The benefits of reaching ou t, of caring, 
of li stening, o f hurting, of healing, o f lov
ing . The benefi ts far o utweigh the bene
fits of "safe and secure." Each t ime you 
extend a ten tati ve hand, you grow. You 
learn. You are blessed as much or many 
times mo re than the perso n whom you 
reach out to. 

Scared? Pray about it. It' s ha rd ris king 
securit y for the unknown. (Ask me !) Bu t 
we've got a great God. We ca n act in his 
far greater s ufficiency. 

So . . . ou t of our Lazy Boy recliners . 
In the midst of our security o f belonging, 
there must be concern for the other guy. 
Whether he is a fellow brother or from 
the wo rld, he is wo rthy o f love, of G od 's 
grace. "Lo rd, turn our eyes outward." 

On Choosing 
Sunday School 
Teachers 
Churches frequent ly pick the wrong kind 
of teacher for Sunday schools, according 
to Dr. Larry Richards, president of Re
newal Research Associates. The criteria 
for teaching Su nday school should be 
love o f God and love o f people who want 
to learn, according to Richards, instead 
of following the public school model of 
selecting teachers. 

"In our public schools, the teacher is 
the authority by virtue of his knowledge. 
But in Scripture, the teacher is the one 

Praying Our 
Lord's Prayer 
by James L. Christensen 

I cannot say " Our" 
if my religion has no room for o ther 

people and their needs. 
I cannot say Father 

if I do not demonstrate this relation
ship in my daily life. 
I cannot say Who arr in heaven 

i f all my interests and pursuits are 
earthly things. 
I cannot say Hallowed be thy name 

if I, who am called by his name, am not 
holy. 

Some 
Contemporary 
11 B lesseds" 
by Joan Rosenthal 

Blessed a re they who encourage their 
coworkers, fo r they shall wor k among 
fri ends . 

Blessed are they who take pride in their 
work, for their work sha ll speak well of 
them . 

Blessed are they who welcome cri ti
cism , fo r they shall need little of it. 

Blessed a re t hey whose boss is the 
Lord, for they sha ll enjoy good labor
management relations. (from A . D. 
magazine, September, 1977 issue. © 1977 
by A.O. Publications, Inc . Used with per
miss ion.) 

who knows the reality of what he is teach
ing." he continued . " His relationship 
with the learner is one of closeness, 
friendship. H e shares his own experience 
and gets a response to what he is teach
ing." 

Elimination of the " knowledge ap
proach" to selecting teachers has an ef
fect on the students, Richards believes. 
"When you have the approach that puts 
an emphasis on knowledge, the kid who 
grew up in Sunday school can put down 
the kid off the street who doesn't know 
the d ifference between Adam, David and 
Jesus. But if the school is based on 
relating the Bible to li fe experience, 
knowledge doesn 't make that much dif
ference," he said. "The kid off the st reet 
may have a more valid experience of life-

I cannot say Thy kingdom come 
if I am unwilling to give up my sover

eignty and accept the reign of God. 
I cannot say Thy will be done 

if I am unwilling or resentful of having 
him in my li fe. 
I cannot say on earth as it is in heaven 

unless I am truly ready to give myself 
to his service here and now. 
I cannot say Give us this day our daily 
bread 

without expending honest effort for it 
or by ignoring the needs of my fellow 
man. 
I cannot say Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors 

if I cont inue to harbor a grudge against 
anyone. 

changing encounter with Christ than the 
one who has the knowledge, but has never 
applied it to his life. That kind o f 
teaching makes the Bible th e living Word 
of God. The Bible stories give guidance in 
the lives of the kids. There is a t ransfer of 
learning ," he explained. 

Richards also urges churches to change 
the atmosphere of the Sunday scho ol 
room from a classroom to a living room. 
" Much research shows tha t students 
don' t feel it is valid to talk about t heir 
personal lives and feelings in a school set
ting," he said . " But the Bible relates to 
those things . So it is important to have a 
sett ing where they can share and feel it is 
valid to talk about their feelings and ex
periences. '' (from the Covenant Compan
ion) 

I cannot say Lead us not into temptation 
if I deliberately choose to remain in a 

situation where I am likely to be tempted. 
I cannot say Deliver us from evil 

if I am not prepared to fight in the spir
itual realm with the weapon o f prayer. 
I cannot say Thine is the kingdom, the 
power, the glory 

if I do not give disciplined obedience, if 
I fear what neighbors and friends may say 
or do, if I seek my own glory first. 
I cannot say Amen 

unless I can honestly say also, "cost 
what it may, t his is my prayer. " 
(from Creative Ways to Worship by 
James L . Christensen , © Fleming H . 
Revell Company, Old Tappan, N J. Used 
by permission.) 

Cheers for the Small School 
A major study on higher education in
dicates that a small, private college is like
ly to be the most effective for students in 
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getting degrees, carrying out ca reer plans 
and developing new attitudes. The study 

(Continued on page 31) 
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T~at was t~e .experience of Don and Anne Goltz as they 
cons!der.ed m1ss10nary service a year ago. They sent in their 
apph~at1on, and today they are serving at Mbingo Baptist 
Ho~p1~a l,. Camer?on, where Don is manager. Some of 
th:'.r first 1mpress1ons as missionaries are as follows: 

· · · very nervous about the entire undertaking in-
security of leaving Canada. ' 
"· : · making sure we leave our homeland debt-free, 
selling our house and car. 

"· · · breathtaking view of airflight and realization of 

We Felt The 
Holy Spirit 

Was 
Leading Us 
Introducing Missionaries Don and Anne Goltz 

by Oryn Meinerts 

how small our world is. 
" ... praising God for safety and late arrival, for b 
then customs were closed and we J. ust walk d h h y " I · ' e t ro ug 
..... ost one suitcase with all our Bibles , some . 

s10nanes we are, no sword ! mis-
,' · .. excitement of seeing our new hom e.,, 

Don and Anne are well qualified for the mana . 
tion they now fi ll at Mbingo Donald GI d ~emGen t pos1-
bo A 7 19 · · a wm oltz was 

rn on ug: ' 46, m Yorkton, SK. He is the old f 
the three children of Mr. and Mrs G d G est 0 

S . 'd . or on oltz of 
pnngs1 e, SK. Don grew up in a Ch . t. h 

f ·1 I h L n s ian ome His am1 Y oves t e ord and supports his present . . . . 
volvement. Several relatives are missiona . m.1ss1lon .m-
Miss Betty Mantay ' in Cameroon d rH1es, me udmg 
f I . B ·1 an erman Effa ormer Y m raz1 . Don accepted Christ h' 
Savior when he was eight years old and :~s is p~rson~I 
1957 at Central Baptist Church , Yorkton . baptized m 

. Don completed high school in Yorkton in 1965 
h1s teacher s diploma from Regina T h ' earn~d 
1967 d d d f eac ers College m 

' an. gra uate rom the University of Alb . 
monton m I 972 wi th a Bachelor of Ed . derta m Ed-
. · . h. ucat1on egree ma 
JOrmg m istory. While in college he d . -
An!1e Pet rich . They are both mern'bers ~~t an mar~1 ed 
Heights Baptist Church, Kelowna, BC. the Lakeview 

Mrs. Anne Goltz was born on Feb 13 1 . 
Sh.e is the first of the three children bor~ 9~, m Poland. 
Wilhelm Petrich of Kelowna. She states .t?M r. and Mrs. 

' Y parents are 

The Rev. Oryn Meinerts is a N A B · . 
furlough. · · · missionary home on 
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bot h born-again believers, and it was this strong fai th in 
Jesus Christ that reuni ted our fa mi ly in West Germany." 
The family immigra ted to Canada in 1952, settling in 
Trochu, AB. Anne accepted Christ as her personal Savior 
during an evangelistic service in Three Hills, A B. She was 
then baptized by the Rev . Bob Hoffman and became a 
member of the Trochu Baptist Church in 1958 . She was al
ready interested in missio n work. 

After high school, Anne went to the North American 
Baptist College in Edmonton and received her B.R.E. with 

Ann and Oon Goltz 

a major in Christian Educatio n and a minor in music 1n 
1969. She and Don were married on Aug. 9, 1969. Th ey 
have two child ren, Taunya Anne-Marie , born Feb. 27, 
1971, and Timothy David , born J une28, 1973. 

When Don graduated from Uni versity, they moved to 
Ponoka, AB, where Don began his teaching career in a 
Hutterite colony which, he states, he fo und very exciting. 
Two years later, he accepted a teaching position in 
Kelowna. While there, they b!:!came act ive in the Lakeview 
Baptist Church Extensio n work. Th is was their second ex
perience in church extension, having wo rked with the 
Greenfield Baptist Ch urch Extension project in Edm onton 
whi le th ey were attending school. 

Regarding his call to miss ions, Don says, "My sense of 
mission has not always been the desire to go to the foreign 
field, although I did consider going a few times as a teacher 
when I was single. The work of a smaller church o r ch urch 
extension was where my mission lay for a time. I believe it 
was George Baab who first init iated the idea about goi ng 
to the forei gn field. The great need for the type of service 
we could give was greatly impressed on my mi nd ." As Don 
was being drawn to missions , An ne saw her call to missions 
being fulfilled. After talking and p raying about mi ssionary 
service, Don and Anne came to the conviction that this was 
the direct ion in wh ich th e Ho ly Spirit was leading them . 
They appli ed for service and wen t to Cameroon in Sep
tember 1978. Don is now serving as manager o f the 
Mbingo Baptist Hospital and New Hope Village. Anne is 
teaching their daughter. T hey a re active in the ch urch work 
and in the many extra assignments that arise. Let' s join 
them in prayer that the Lord will use them and that he 
might receive the glory. 0 

Supported by 
Prayers From Home 

"When he left in September 1978, to 
begin two years of short -term missionary 
work in Cameroon, Joel Michelson said, 
" I am both apprehensive and optimistic. 
The apprehension is due LO the natural 
fear of the unknown. Although my par
ents have served many years in Camer
oon, and I have had the opportunity to 
brieny visit there, there are ma.ny thin~s 
that I know I will have LO adJ USt LO in 

regard to culture, diet, language and liv
ing conditions. Bu t as I prepare to go, I 
am also optimistic that I will be able to 
face whatever challenges I may meet with 
God's help. I know that I am supported 
in my work by prayers from home. I am 
also optimistic that I will be able to per
form a useful service for the Lord as a 
teacher and Christian friend to my stu
dents in secondary school and tha t, by ex
ample, they might better understan.d what 
it means to be a Christian and live the 
Christian life, regardless of the ~ressures 
which society may impose. I real.1ze w~al 
a great responsibil ity I will have in canng 
for and shaping these young lives ~n? 
pray that J might be mentally and spir~
tually up to the task , whatever the condi
tions in which I find myself. " 

Joel Charles Michelson is the fourth of 
five children born to Edwin and Verna 
Michelson. He was born on O~t. 1?· 
1954 in Banso Cameroon, dunng his 

' ' · · · The parents' first term as m1ss10nanes. 
Michelsons returned to the United States 
for the time the chi ldren attended sch~ol 
and grew up. During this time .. th~ family 
lived in McLaughlin, SD, W1ch1ta, KS. 
LaSalle CO and Peoria, IL, where Rev . 

' ' h A encan Michelson pastored Nor~ m . 
Baptist churches. Joel received Chnst as 
his Savior as a child, was baptized 111 1962 

by his father, and joined tl~e North 
Sheridan Bapt ist Church in Peona. 

Joel was active in sports and a number 
of honor societ ies during his school ~ear~ . 
He states that the main inOuences 111 his 
Spiritual development were his parents, 
an older brother and sister , and the 
writ ings of c. S. Lewis. . 

After the chi ldren were through high 
school, Joel's parenis re1 urned 10 Carner-

The Rev. Orvn Mei11er1s is a N.A .B. 111 is
sio11an• 17~111 e 011 j11rlo11gh from 
Cu111e;oo11 . 

Introducing Missionary Joel Michelson 

by Oryn Meinerts 

oon as missionaries. Joel and his sister, 
Carol, visited them in 1977. During this 
visit, Joel was presented with the oppor
tunity of short-term missionary service. 
In January 1978, he applied for this as a 
teacher. In June 1978, he graduated from 
the University of Colorado with a B.S. in 
Geology. In September he left for Cam
eroon to serve, to adjust , and to face new 
challenges as a teacher at Joseph Merrick 
Baptist College, Ndu. He was met by his 
parents on arrival in Cameroon and now 
has the unique experience of being a mis-

( 
Joel M ichelson 

sionary in close contact with both his 
heavenly and earthly fathers. Let us also 
support him with our prayers. D 

YOUR INVESTMENT CAN NOW YIELD 
A DOUBLE DIVIDEND 

through the 
CH URCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 

or 
CHURCH EXTENSION INVESTORS FUND 

CANADA, LTD. 

1. Your investment wil l be earning interest to secure 
your future. 

2. Your investment wi ll help qualified new churches 
construct facil ities for worship and study at reduced 
interest loans. 

0 Yes, I want to earn Double Dividends. 

Name: ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Address: ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

City State/Prov. Zip 

I w ish to invest$ __ (mu ltiples of $100 please). I am 
aware that I wil l earn quarterly interest. 
Investment period: 1 yr.- 5112% . 2 yrs- 53/4%. 

3 yrs- 6%. 4 yrs.- 61/4 %. 5 yrs.-6 3/4 % 

0 Please send me information concerning Church 
Extension Investors Fund. 

Send coupon to: 
Church Extension Investors Fund 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 



CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDE RS 

SUN PRAIRIE, WI, CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by Dave Rushton 

It was Sunday, October 29, 1978. We had taken a 
definite step of faith to rent a building and begin Sunday 
morning worship services. As pastor, my faith was there, 
but it was small. I had purchased ten hymnbooks, feeling 
that would be adequate for the 15 to 20 people I thought 
would actually be in attendance. What a joy it was when 
the Lord so blessed that we had to share those ten hymn
books among 55 people. 

That was the unique story of our first Sunday, but it 
demonstra tes the way the Lord has been at work here in 
Sun Prairie. For the past few years, the Wisconsin Associa
tion C hurch Extension Committee felt the leading of the 
Lord to start a churc h here. Sun Prairie is a community 
which has grown from 2,000 to 17 ,000 in the past ten 
years. T he need for another balanced evangelical ministry 
was there. On April 17, 1978, that committee, a long with 
the C hurch Extension Department of the North American 
Baptist Conference, called Dave a nd Carol Rushton to 
start the work. They m oved to Sun Pra irie on July J, J 978. 

The Lord h ad been at work preparing for this church 
lon g before that , though. We found that there were people 
he re already to start a church . T here were even some who 
had prayed for it for years. We were brought together by 
the Lord for our first Bible study on July 27, 1978. We a lso 
have a women 's Bible study group on Wednesday morn
ing. 

The church chose the name, C ommunity Baptist 
C hurch . As we shared together our hopes for the future of 
the churc h , we arriv~d a t a common goal: being the church 
to o ne another a nd m the world. We are spending a great 
deal o f o~r time o penly s tudying God's Word together so 
that he might make us t he people individually and collec
tively that he wants us to be. Whi le we don't have much in 
terms of program a t this point , it has been thrilling to see 
the body minister to one another, as we have need. 

In t~e very near future, we are. hoping to establish a Sun
day Bible School and a regular time of sharing and growth 
for the men o f the congregation. W e a re a lso lo o king f _ 

d G d , d. . or 
war to o s 1rect10n concerning la nd and a multi· _ 

f ·1· y . . pur 
pc.se a.c1 1ty: o~r p rayer and fmanc1al support is needed . 
Send fmanc1al g ifts to North A m erican Baptist Confer-

Dave R~~hton is pastor of Community Baptist Church 
Sun Prame, WI. ' 

22 I BAPTIST HERALD 

March 1979 

ence, I So. 210 Summit Ave. , Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
60181, designated for Church Extension project in Sun 
Prairie, WI. 0 

The congregation of Community Baptis t Church 

Children's church. 

The congregation at worship. 

Pastor Dave Rushton 
and family. 

PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING N.A.B. Gift 

Annuities 
(A Guaranteed Income and 

Gift While Living) 

What are N.A .B. Gift An11uities really 
about? What be11efits can they provide 
for you? 

WHAT IS A GIFT ANNUITY? 

A gift annuity, regardless o f which chari
table o rganization offers it , is two th ings: 
a gift for the organiza tion and a li fet ime 
income for th e individua l or couple. 
Charita ble organizat ions are the only 
ones that legall y quali fy 10 issue gift an
nu ities. Insurance companies sell com
mercial annuities but not gift annui ties, 
and there is a difference. A commercial 
annui ty o ffers a greater dollar return 
because no gift is being made. If yo~ have 
limi ted dollars a nd must have maximum 
income a commercial annuit y is bett er 
for you'. Because a gi ft annuity is part i ~lly 
a gift, the United States an~ Canadian 
governments provide tax savrng~ ? n the 
inco me which has the effect of ra1s111g l he 
rat e of your return. The higher your ta.x 
brac ket , the greater yo ur return. In addi 
tion , the United States allows a tax deduc
tion on the gift port ion for the year c?~
tri buted with a five year carryover pri vi
lege. An a nnuity should not come fro m 
money you need for living expense but 
rather from investment type dollars to 
prov ide income. 

HOW DOES A 
GIFT ANNUITY WORK? 

You permanently give a specified amou nt 
of money to the Con ference in ret.urn for 
a guaranteed Ii fe income determ rned by 
your age. You a lso receive a n income tax 
deduction for 1h e gift portion and exclu-

The Rev. Evere11 A . Barker is es1a1e plan
ning direc1or of 1/ie Nor1h A 111erica11 Bap-
1is1 Conference. 

by Everett A. Barker 

sion amoun t from the annual income, as 
computed by government tables. The 
Conference invests the money in a 
Segregated Annuity Fund to draw interest 
so that you can be paid; it is legally bound 
to th is agreement as long as you live . 
Your gift does not go directly to the work 
until you die. 

Incidentally, stat istics indicate that 
people who have gift annuities live longer 
than average. After death, the gift is 
released from the fund to the Conference 
ministry to which you designate it, such 
as home or overseas missions, Church Ex
tension, N.A. B. College, N.A.B. Semi
nary, to name a few possibi lities. 

HOW CAN YOU 
FUND A GIFT ANNUITY? 

Cash or securit ies can be used. If you 
fund a gift a nnuity with appreciated 
securi ties, there may be a reduced capi tal 
gains tax under the complicated bargain 
sale rule, but there are ways to prorate the 
tax over your life expectancy . 

WHAT DOES AN N.A.B. 
GIFT ANNUITY OFFER YOU? 

I. Safety of investment. 
2. Tax savings for the gi ft and income. 
3. Good returns-(see column to the 

right). 
4. A contribution 10 the Conference. 

Gift an nuitants have found sat isfaction in 
receiving a good return on their invest
ment and peace of mind in knowing that 
the gift will ultimately benefit the Con
ference ministries. We have annuit ants 
who have as many as eleven separate an
nuities. Have you considered a n N .A. B. 
Gift Annuity 10 provide you with an in
come now and a gift for the Conference 
lat er? 0 

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST 
GIFT ANNUITY RATES 

(N.A.B. Gift Annuities since I899) 

SINGLE LIFE 

Age _ Rate Age Rate 

35 & 4.5% 63 6.1 
under 64 6.1 
36 4.6 65 6.2 
37 4.7 66 6.3 
38 4.7 67 6.4 
39 4.8 68 6.5 
40 4.8 69 6.6 
41 4.8 70 6.8 
42 4.9 71 6.9 
43 4.9 72 7. 1 
44 4.9 73 7.3 
45 5.0 74 7.5 
46 5.0 75 7.7 
47 5.1 76 7.9 
48 5. 1 77 8.2 
49 5.2 78 8.4 
50 5.2 79 8.7 
5 1 5.3 80 9.0 
52 5.4 8 1 9.3 
53 5.4 82 9.6 
54 5.5 83 9.9 
55 5.6 84 10.2 
56 5.6 85 10.5 
57 5.7 86 10.8 
58 5.7 87 I I. I 
59 5.8 88 11.4 
60 5.8 89 11.7 
61 5.9 90 & 12.0 
62 6.0 over 

(These rates apply in the United 
States. Canadian rates differ 

and are avai lable upon request .) 

Two Lives-Joint a nd Survivor table 
available upon request. 

Send today for the fol lowing informa-
tion without cost or obligation : 

0 "Questions and Answers About 
Gift Annuities." 

0 Canadian Gift Annuit y Rates 

0 Gift Annuity Slide Calculator 
(U.S. only) 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

C ITY 

STATE/ P ROV INCE ZIP 

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North 
American Baptist Conference, I So. 
210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, 
IL 60 181. P hone (31 2) 495-2000. 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel J. Rich of Hillsboro, 
OR, were guests of honor at a reception 
held at Bethany Baptist Church on Nov. 
12, 1978, celebrat ing their 50th wedding 

anniversary. Hosts at the open house were 
thei r four sons, Robert of Hillsboro, 
Donald of Astoria, Bruce of Glendale 
Heights, IL, and Sam, Jr., of Portland, and 
their wives. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Scheller of Chilli· 
wack, BC, celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary at Victoria Avenue Baptist 
Church with a service and banquet on Nov. 
24, 1978. They have one son Clarence. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Smith of First Sap· 
tist Church, Appleton, MN, celebrated 
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thei r golden wedding anniversary on July 
30, 1978. Their son, Allen, was the master 
of ceremonies. The Smiths have six 
children. 

EMERY, SD. Members of the W.M.S. of 
First Baptist Church sponsored a drive for 
good used clothing in November 1978 to 
send to our Spanish-American Mission in 
the San Luis Valley, Colorado. A total of 
900. lbs. of clothing was received and 
delivered to the Rev. Earl Ahrens by Mr. 
and Mrs. Ed Decker of Emery who drove 
to the Mission. ' 

T.he Board of Trustees supervised the 
proiect of painting the walls in the church 
~asement. Members volunteered their 
time and service. 

On .De.cember 24, the Birthday Offering 
for M1ss1ons, in which each member was 
challe.nged to contribute the total amount 
resulting from twenty-five cents for each 
year of their age, reached the sum of 
$~,9~5.35 and brought the grand total for 
m1ss1on offerings to $35,050.00 for 1978, 
exceeding the $32,000.00 goal by 
$3!050.00! The Lord is to be praised for the 
~v1de~ce that stewardship has been prac
ticed in many areas in the past year. The 
Rev. Charles Hiatt is pastor. (Mrs. Otto v. 
Bleeker, reporter.) 

CARRINGTON , ND. On Sunday even ing, 
Dec: 3, 1978, a beauti fully arranged can
dlelight service, consisting of solos duets 
ard appropriate readings centered ~round 
the birth of Christ, was presented by the 
music committee of Calvary Baptist 
Church. The Christmas s tory was g iven by 
~a~tor Frank Unruh. The congregation par
t1c1pated in carol singing. 
.. At our Christmas program, the play, 
The Inn Keeper's Daughter," was 

presented. 
A voluntary number from each home 

was given at the New Year's Eve service, 
followed by a candlelig ht service at which 
we had the opportunity to dedicate or 
rededicate our lives for the coming year. 
(Vi Pepple, reporter.) 

WEST FARGO, ND. On Dec. 10, 1978, at 
the Grace Baptist Church, Miss Barbara 
Kieper, our missionary from Warwar, 
Nigeria, spoke of her work there, and the 
needs and concerns of the missionaries. 

During the eveni ng service, she showed 
slides and led a question and answer 
period. This was fo llowed by a turkey din· 
ner. The Rev. Lester Buenning is pastor. 
(Frances Abrahamson, reporter.) 

VENTURIA, ND. The Venturia Baptist 
Church held its Harvest-Mission Fest on 
Oct. 8, 1978. The guest speaker was the 
Rev. Milton Falkenberg of Gackle. A 
potluck dinner was held in the church 
bas~ment following the morning worsh ip 
service. 

The Venturia Baptist Church had spec
ial meetings from Oct. 30 to Nov. 5, 1978. 
Rev. James Porterfield from the Mcintosh 
and Isabel Baptist Churches was the 
speaker. Special music was given by 
various people. Rev. Porterfield 's mes
sages were meaningful and inspiring TIH: 
Rev. Randall C. Tschel ter is pastor 
(l'-lyLetta V. Heupel, 1eporte1.j · 

WINNIPEG, MB. The services of Walter D. 
Schroedter, son of the Rev. Walter 
Schroedter of Vancouver, at German Bap
tist Mission Church this past summer 
were much appreciated by the young peo· 
pie and the congregation. He accepted the 
call by the church as youth pastor and will 
begin his minis try in May 1979 after the 
completion of his theological studies. 

At the watchnight service, we were 
privileged to baptize ten young people. 
The Rev. Siegfried Hoppe is pastor of the 
church. (Arthur Arndt , reporter.) 

STAFFORD, KS. On the evening of Dec. 
10, 1978, at Calvary Baptist Church, three 
persons followed the Lord in baptism. 

On Jan. 7, 1979, they received the hand 
of fe llowship along with three persons 
who joined our church by letter. The 
pastor is the Rev. Elton Kirs tein. (Mrs. 
Alfred Hildebrand, reporter.) 

KELOWNA, BC. Lakeview Heights Baptist 
Church, wi th the Rev. Ed Hohn, pastor, 
dedicated the new church building on 
Dec. 3, 1978. Five hundred and twenty-five 
persons crowded into the sanctuary in
tended to seat 350. The Rev. John Ziegler 
acting secretary for Church Extension' 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL, brought two dynam'. 
ic messages. The choir of 20 voices in ad
dition to a youth choir and a junior choir 
provided music. The pastors from the 
other two N.A.B. churches in Kelowna as 
well as from Vernon and Osoyoos also 
participated in the service. 

In its early beginnings, the church met 
at the Green Bay Baptist Camp. By Sep
tember 1974, it had 33 members. The con
gregation later met at a neighborhood 
elementary and then secondary school 
Atte~dance the firs t Sunday in the ne~ 
bu1ld1ng was 185. Necessary personnel 
came iust when they were needed: Trevor 
Steen, choir director, and Carl Larson, 
youth leader. The area consists of approx· 
1mately 15,000 people, with our church as 
the only place of worship. 

Our church, only four years old has 
sent out three missionaries: Don and 'Anne 
Goltz and two children to Cameroon and 
Bob Simpson , Literature Crusades 
Chicago. (0. Zimmerman, secretary.) ' 

SWAN RIVER, MB. Sod·turning ceremon
ies were held Thanksgiving Sunday for t he 
congregation of Temple: Baplist Church. 
Tl-if- nex t day saw 60 tc 70 members and 

friends removing articles and lumber from 
the old church, before it was moved off 
the si te. The old building is to be moved to 
Ethelbert, MB, where it will serve as a 
place o f evangelical worship. 

Winter set in with much vengeance, and 
temperatures dipped to ·25°C. But the 
tremendous task of building went forth. 
Thus far the basement is in, and the main 
fl oor has been laid. By Jan. 2, 1979, the 
first wall stood. The majority of the work 
being done is volunteer labor. The cooper· 
ation, unity and warmness of members 
working shoulder-to-shoulder has often 
been expressed as one factor in making 
the job in -25°C. weather bearable. The 
Ladies Aid of the church provided coffee 
and lunch each afternoon to the men. 

The regular services are held at the 
nearby Seventh Day Adventist Church. 
Pastor Leland Bertsch is dearly loved by 
the congregation here, and for him we 
thank God. (Kay Betcher, reporter.) 

APPLETON, MN. At a candlelight bap· 
tismal and communion service held on 
New Year's Eve, two youth were baptized 
and welcomed into the First Bapt ist 
Church by the pasior, the Rev. Terry 
Jarosch (pictured back row, r ight). Prior to 
this, during an evening outdoor service in 
the summer, nine adu lts were baptized, 
and eight persons joined the church. 

Miss Daphne Dunger, missionary to 
Cameroon, was guest speaker at the 
Harvest-Mission Festival in November. 

In November the members of the First 
Baptist Church helped in every area of 
f ive·day evangelistic crusade by the Lund· 
stroms at the Appleton High School Audi· 
torium, where 150 persons accepted 
Chri st as Savior. (Gloria Giese, church 
clerk.) 

ST. BONIFACIUS, MN. The Minnetrista 
Bapt ist Church hosted the Minnesota·La 
Crosse Association in September 1978. 
The Jerry Fluth family, missionaries in 
Africa who are home on furlough, pre· 
sented an excellent picture of missionary 
family life in Africa. 

On November 18, we celebrated 
Thanksgiving. Mon ie and Jerry Fluth 
shared the message during morn ing ser
vice. A traditional Thanksgiving dinner 
followed for everyone in the dining area. 

The Church, founded in 1858, observed 
its 120th anniversary on November 20. The 
Sunday evening service consisted of a 
summary of th e history of the Church read 

by Mayda Bergs. Reminiscences were 
given by Irene Maas. Both the above are 
grandnieces of the church's first pastor, 
the Rev. John Wendt. A letter of con· 
gratulation from Jimmy Carter, President 
of the U.S.A., was read. During the service, 
many people shared their talents through 
music, poetry, and a children 's story. 

With a great feeling of regret, we met in 
a farewell gathering to honor the Rev. 
Delvin Bertsch and fami ly. Pastor 
Bertsch's last message was given on Dec. 
24, 1978. He is now pastor of Central Bap· 
list Church , Yorkton, SK. (Irene Maas, 
reporter.) 

LA SALLE, CO. On Dec. 24, 1978, a beauti· 
fu l stained glass window was dedicated to 
God in memory of Mrs. Josephine Meyer 
Croissant at First Baptist Church. On 

Christmas Eve our annual Sunday School 
program was presented to a large au
dience. The Rev. Ronald Stevens is pastor. 
(Mrs. Virginia Jepson, reporter.) 

MEDI CINE HAT, AB. On Nov. 26, 1978, the 
Grace Baptist Church had a combined 
baptismal service with the Hilda Baptist· 
Evangel ica l Church. Altogether four per· 
sons were baptized. Both churches par· 
ti cipated in the Lord's Supper at which the 
four young people were extended the 
hand of fellowship from their respective 
churches. 

On November 5, the Grace Baptist 
Ladies Aid Society presented thei r annual 
Thanksgiving Program. 

A highlight of the year was reached on 
Christmas Eve when the church choir 
presented their Christmas cantata, after 
many months of practicing. Once again 
the church was fil led to capacity. The 
members of the choir were greatly 
blessed, as was the audience, as we heard 
of God's plan for us. (Renita Graham, 
reporter.) 

RIDGEWOOD, NY. The Sunday School 
child ren of the Ridgewood Baptist Church 
presented a program the afternoon of De· 
cember 10 around the theme: The Sights 
and Sounds of Christmas. With the 
manger scene as central , through singing. 
speaking and playing the violi n, they 

presented the beauty of Christmas as only 
chi ldren can. The program was under the 
able leadership of our superintendent, 
Edith Mangino. A supper and fellowship 
followed. 

The following Sunday the ordinance of 
baptism was observed when one of our 
young women took that step of obedience 
in the worship service. The annual candle· 
light service at 5 p.m. was presented by 
the choir and included soloists. A beauti· 
fu l picture of Bethlehem on Christmas 
night was drawn in chalk by our talented 
pastor, the Rev. A. Lamprecht. Fel lowsh ip 
and refreshments fol lowed. (Mar ion van 
Ahnen , reporter.) 

FESSENDEN, ND. The Omega group spon· 
sored the Good News group who brought 
an evening of singing. A highl ight in our 
church year was our Harvest and Mission 
Festival. The Rev. Ron Mayforth, area sec· 
retary, was our guest speaker and a noon 
meal was served. For laymen's Sunday, 
the men of our church had charge of the 
evening service. Several men shared 
" What the Church Meant to Them." 

We were greatly blessed by having a 
music festival with a men's quartet, the 
Adine Harsch family, Pat and Dennis Hoff. 
man, and our own church groups. 

Our young people were asked to pre
sent the play, "Born in the Barn ," again 
this year. The Rev. Fred Fuchs is pastor. 
(Regina Pepple, reporter.) 

JAMESBURG, NJ. On December 2, 1978, 
an ordination counci l of t he Atlant ic 
Association convened in Jamesburg, NJ , 
in order to consider George O'Carroll for 
ord ination. George is a member of t he 
First Baptist Church of Jamesburg. He is 
graduate of Rutgers University (B.S. 1961) 
and of Gordon-Conwell Theological Sem i· 

nary (M.Div., 1968). The council recom· 
mended that the First Baptis t Church of 
Jamesburg proceed with the ordination. 
Rev. Karl Bieber made al l necessary ar· 
rangements, and the ordination serv ice 
was held that same day at 4:00 p.m. (Ulrich 
B. Laser, counci l clerk.) 
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WOODSIDE, NY. The Immanuel Baptist 
Church ce lebrated a baptismal service 
with five candidates on Dec. 3, 1978. The 
ages of the candidates ranged from nine 
to 22 years. (Evelyn Wondracek, chu rch 
clerk.) 

WINNIPEG, MB. During December 1978, in 
the absence of a pastor, several groups of 
the Rowandale Baptist Church prepared 
meaningful programs instead of evening 
services. 

The W.M.S. presented a bilingual advent 
program by candlelight explaining many 
symbols in relation to Christian living, 
with Christ being the supreme light. 

Mrs. Garry Streuber directed an en
larged choir and instrumentalists in the 
musical, "The Best of News," by Bryan J. 
Leech and Tom Fettke, on December 17. 

On December 24, the Sunday school 
delighted old and young with a prog ram. 

January 7, 1979, marked the first Sun
day with our new pastor, Dr. Stanley 
Grenz. Dr. Wm . Sturhahn had served as 
part·time interim pastor since August. (H. 
Kahler, reporter.) 

BROOKS, AB. A remarkable event took 
place in the life of Brooks Baptist Church 
on Nov. 11, 1978. More than 80 people 
gathered at Willow Pines Motel, where, 
following a supper, the services of merger 
of two fledgling congregations began. 

The area secretary, the Rev. Isador 
Faszer, in his opening remarks set a high 
spiritual tone for this occasion. One by 
one the members of Brooks Baptist 
Church and Brooks Chapel gave moving 

in . memonillll 
LYDIA BERTSCH, 75, of Spearfish, SD, 
died Dec. 26, 1978. She was born Sept. 22, 
1903, at Eureka, SD, accepted Christ as a 
young person, was baptized and joined 
the Eureka Baptist Church. She was mar· 
ried to Julius Bertsch on Nov. 4. 1924. 
Lydia was a charter member of the Isabel 
Baptist Church, an organist, and was ac
tive in the WMS and in many other areas o f 
the church. In 1970 they retired and moved 
to Spearfi sh. She was also a charter 
member of the Mountain View Bapt ist 
Church and was active in the Women's 
Missionary Society. Survivors include her 
husband, Julius; one son, Elmer, both o f 
Spearfish; two grandchildren; two great· 
grandchi ldren, and one sister, Mrs. Sam 
(Martha) Clemensen. The Rev. Robert F. 
Brown officiated at the funeral serv ice. 

VIOLA PEARL FLANDERMEYER, 69, was 
born Feb. 8, 1909, at Stafford , KS, and died 
Dec. 12, 1978. She married Arnold 
Flandermeyer on Oct. 12, 1926. She is sur· 
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test imonies of their spiritual pilgrimage. 
Those present who were not committed 
Christians were sti rred by these accounts 
of how a personal experience with Christ 
can make a radical change in human lives. 
The service closed in a fellowship circle as 
all sang "Blessed Be the Tie." 

On Sunday morning, the formal service 
of merger was conducted by the Rev. Ed
win Broadway, the interim pastor of the 
merged congregation. Members of both 
congregations participated in a mean
ingful way. The Rev. John Ziegler, acting 
secretary for Church Extension, brought 
the message. A candlelighting ceremony 
beautifully portrayed the significance o f 
the merger. The moderators, Ted Schmodt 
of Brooks Baptist and Ed Talbot of Brooks 
Chapel, lit a central candle, then ext in
guished the ones they held to signify the 
merger of two congregations to bring a 
brighter witness of the redeeming light of 
Christ's saving grace into the world . 

Today the congregation enjoys 80 in at· 
tendance, with a membership of 30. A 
young man has received Christ as Savior 
since that service, and several families 
have made application for membership in 
Brooks Baptist Church. It is one of the 
stronger witnesses in the rapidly growing 
city of Brooks. There is a beautiful spirit of 
love and fellowship in the merged congre· 
gation. New officers have been elected to 
lead the congregation in its aggressive 
outreach ministry. (John Ziegler, reporter.) 

ST. JOSEPH, Ml. Oakridge Baptist Church 
had a dedication service on November 26. 
A steeple, carillons, and a road sign were 

vived by her mother, Mrs. Hannah Thole; 
two sisters: Mrs. Marie St. John and Mrs. 
Philip Eisenhour, and three brothers: 
Charles, Collins, and Samuel. Viola was a 
member of the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Stafford. Pastor Elton Kirstein officiated 
at the funeral service. 

RUBEN GEORGE, son of Fred F. and 
Kather ina Hausauer George, was born 
near Lehr, ND, Jan. 13, 1905. He was 
united to Bertha Goebel on Jan, 17, 1931. 
They established a home near Lehr and 
moved in to town in 1963. He is survived by 
his wife Bertha; one son, Larry; one 
daughter, Mavis Schnabel; six grandchil· 
dren; three brothers, and four sisters. In 
1954 he was baptized and became a fai th
ful member of the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church. He died Dec. 7, 1978. Services 
were held on Decem ber 11 . The Rev. 
Perry Schnabel (a grandson) assisted the 
Rev. A. J. Fischer who officiated at the 
funeral service. 

REV. LYLE 0. WACKER, 48, o f Glen Ellyn, 
IL, died Dec. 15, 1978. He was born July 4, 
1930, in Underwood, ND, the son o f Lyd ia 
and the late Edwin Wacker. At the age of 
11 , he accepted the Lord as Savior in Tur
tle Lake. In 1950 he married Alice Auch. He 

added to the church seven years after the 
church was bui lt. The chimes were 
donated by Mr. Tuttle and family of Penn· 
sylvania. Several numbers on the carillons 
were played during the morn ing service. 
The organ was purchased from donat ions 
made to the memorial fund. 

We also ce lebrated Pastor Oscar and 
Joyce Fritzke's 25th wedding anniversary 
this summer. (Ingrid Hartwig , reporter.) 

SPEARFISH, SD. We were privileged to 
witness the baptism of eleven people (pie· 
lured with Pastor Robert Brown, far le ft) 
on Dec. 10, 1978, at the Mountain View 
Baptist Church. Ten of these baptized, 

plus three others through transfer and tes· 
timony, were rece ived into members hip. 
Our membership now exceeds the 100 
mark for the first time. (Robert Brown, 
pastor.) 

graduated from Sioux Fal ls College in 
1951 and Nort h American Baptist 
Seminary i n 1958. In Oct. 7, 1958, he was 
ordained by the Turtle Lake Baptist 
Church, ND. He served as pastor o f the 
Shel l Creek Baptist Church, Columbus, 
NE, 1958·1962, and Calvary Baptist 
Church, Corn, OK, 1962-1967, th en as 
associate secretary for Church Extension, 
1967·1976, and general secretary of 
Church Extension Department, 1976 until 
his death . He was an active member o f 
Vi l lage Green Baptist Church, Glen Ellyn, 
IL. Survivors include his wife, Al ice; one 
son, Kevin; his mother, Lydia, and one 
brother, DuWayne. The Rev. Robert S. 
Hess, Dr. Gideon Zimmerman, and Dr. 
Richard Schilke o fficiated at the memorial 
service. 

OLAVUS B. WINJE, born Apri l 10, 1896, 
died Nov. 18, 1978, at the age of 82. He 
married Carrie Ninneman on March 31, 
1926. He accepted Chri st in 1930, was bap· 
tized and joi ned the Firs t Bapt ist Church 
of Appleton, MN. He lived and fa rmed in 
the Appleton area most of his l ife. The 
couple ce lebrated their golden wedding 
ann iversary two years ago. To th is union 
two children were born: one son, Lyle 
Winje, and one daughter, Lois (Mrs. Marvin 
Osterman). The Rev. Terrance Jarosch of· 
ficia ted at the memorial service. 

CLASS OF '79 
(Co11ri11uedfro111page13) 

will experience the power of Scripture if I 
will OBEY THE WORD. 

In this manner, Scripture becomes 
more than an intellectual experience for 
me, but rather I pray, will become a step
pingstone to a lifelong Ch ristian matur
ity. 

JOHN W. 
TUCKER 

There is no other book comparable to 
the Holy Bible when it comes to wealth 
of content and the potential effect pro
duced by i t in the l ives of the living! 1 d:
pend on the Bible as T he Source Book, 

· for which provides freshness and meaning . 
daily livi ng for me and my minist ry. 1.t is 
the Source o f Truth: as God's authorita
tive word to mankind concerning a wor
thy li festyle through Jesus Christ and the 
H oly Spirit. It is the Source of true secur
. . sonal protec-1ty and safety· offering per . . 
· · d ·ding sp1ri-t1on for man's soul an provi 

. h ' h to successfully tual weapons Wi th W IC B' s tan The •-
defeat our greatest enemy, a d. K I 
b . w· d m an now -

le 1s the Source of is 0 
1 . 1 good counse 

edge: from which come t i e d 1 . f God an t 1e 
and effective guidance o ' 

. . ed men women, 
wise insights of ex pen enc ' . ff · 
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and chi ldren who serve 0 1 

1 
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I . of peop es, an cu tures among a variety f 
. ' ti ose we ace 

Wtth similar problems to 1 

today. ok of 
Finally the Bible is the Source Bol con 

' · · for as -Correction and Insp1rauon'. . 
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~111u e read ing and stu ying 1 ' for depen-
111 touch with my true needsr I ce tha t 
dence upon Jesus, a self-con icfen . of 
· d con ess10n 
ts humble before God, an . ·on· i t re-
rny si ns that block commumcatl ' f 
b . convicts me o 

ukes my wrong mouves, . · vi. th 
b . . . 111 y spirit 1 

su t ie s111s and tt surs up · m 
• . . · nthus1as 

God's Spirit until It resu lts in e ok of ln-
for his work! I t is the Source Bo 1 to 

. . ·red peop e sp1rat ioll' as it has 1nsp1 
1 . · d h ns throug 1-

wrue poems so ngs, an ym d ' d. dramas, an 
out the ages; plays and ra ~o both fic-
books on a variety of subJects, b 
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t1on and non-fict ion. T he 1 f y 
and will be a Library of Sources or 111 

fami ly and my ministry . 
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JIM 
SCHNEIDER 

If I were to pick one word to describe 
the Bible in relation to my personal lifo 
and ministry, it would have to be the 
word , authority. The Bible, God's Word, 
has authority over me, God's child. My 
relationship to God, which has been made 
possible by the loving act of Christ's 
death, makes his Word authoritative in 
my life. The implications of this in minis
try are enormous. As a Christian coun
selor, I believe the Bible presents a rele
vant pattern of living for man today. I 
bel ieve man can find answers to life's 
problems and the key to fulfilled living by 
following the principles found in Scrip
ture. Because I believe the Bible to be the 
relevant, authoritative Word of God, I 
am able to approach a counseling minis
try wi th a unique confidence based on the 
promise found in Philippians I :6: " For I 
am confident of this very thing, that H e 
who began a good work in you will per 
fect it until the day of Christ Jesus." 

Jim is a Master of Arts in Counseling stu
dent, is single, and is the editor of our 
weekly newsleuer, "Community Calen
dar. " He is a member of our musical 
group, EVENSONG, and is from Cal
gary, AB. 

MARK 
ROBERTSON 

Indeed, few of us could look at the Bi
ble wi th emot ional neutrality. Wherever I 
go, I find that the mention of the word, 
Bible, evokes either love- or hate; either 
reverence-or resentment; either peace
or anguish . Perhaps the reason for the 
varied reactions is that the Bible con
fronts man in his sin and calls him to 

Mark is a Master of Arts in Counseling 
sr11de11r. He is single and is from Casper, 
WY. 

humbly forsake and cast himself at the 
feet of the M ighty One. 

The Bible is m y staff of life. It tells me 
of the One in whom I rest. I t is the written 
form of my hope, the only hope. I ts mes
sage is always contemporary, and i ts 
words are true. It is the Gospel, telling me 
of the wonder fu l love and forgiveness of 
him who made me. It comforts me in my 
sorrow and is my beacon in the storm. It 
calls me to my glorious destiny. 

NORBERT 
STUB EL 

"Jes us loves me this I know, for the Bi
ble tells me so" are the simple words to a 
familiar children's song, but their mean
ing is quite profound. How do we know 
God loves us? Because he has revealed 
this truth to us in hi s word, the Bible. In 
an age when people are craving for love 
and are seriously questioning their own 
self-worth, the Bible tells us that "God 
loved the world (mankind) so much that 
he gave his only son that anyone who 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal li fe." God's love for man and his 
subsequent salvation through his son 
Jesus Chri st are vital truths which would 
be unknown were it not for the Bible. The 
Bible is God 's authoritative Word to 
man. Therefore, it has a central place in 
my li fe and ministry . Without it, I would 
have no ministry, no message, and no 
proclamation of hope. 

Norbert is a Master of Divinity student . 
He is pastor of State Line Ebenezer Pres
byterian Church, Ellsworth, MN. H e is 
married to Jeanne, who is the receptionist 
at rhe seminary, and they have one son, 
Brent . He is from Sr. Joseph, Ml. 

JIM 
ZURBRIGGEN 

1 am thankful for the earl y contact l 
had with the Bible through my home 
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church and fami ly. I was taught to respect 
the Bible, because it s message was impor
tant to people who cared for me as a per
son. Through God's Word, I came to 
know Jesus Christ as my personal Savior 
and Lord. The Bible has come to mean 
more to me as I have grown in my Chris
tian life. I have had faithful teachers in 
the local church and here at N.A.B. 
Seminary who have given me a love for 
God's Word. 

Now I want others to hear the message 
of the Bible. As I continue to study God 's 
Word I will be able to procla im and 
teach it s life-giving truths to others. First, 
I must let God speak to me through his 
Word. T hen I can challenge people to 
find the Bible can change their li ves and 
be their guide for living a fruitfu l life. His 
Word must always be the most important 
textbook for my own life and for m y 
ministry to others . 

Jim is a Master of Divinity studenl. He is 
married to Rebecca. Jim is from Elgin, 
IA. 

FRANK 
THOMAS 

To the child , a loving fat her has the 
final word in everything he does . Without 
the fa ther 's commands of love a nd words 
of guidance, the child would be lost , con
fused, and frightened. In the same way, 
the words of our loving Father in hea ven 
which come to us through the Ho ly Scrip
tures are his revelat ion to guide us in the 

Frank is a Mas/er of Divinity s1uden1. He 
is assistant pastor of Linwood Wesleyan 
Church, Sioux Falls. He is married to 
Lori, who is a ward secre1ary at Sioux 
Valley Hospital and a f ulltime student at 
Stenotype Institute. He is from O'Neill, 
NE. 

THE ADVENTURE . .. 
(Continued from page 7) 

Another imponan t matte r in Bible 
studies in Christians' homes is tha t it is a 
church-centered plan and is not based 
merely upon individual Chrisrians' zea l 
and interest. It is 10 be the church 's evan
gelistic outreach and nor a few people's 
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way of holiness. Without the Bible, I 
could know nothing about God, for I can 
only understand his nature and his wis
dom for living a s he reveals himself in the 
Word. I consider the Bible my source of 
strength and inspiration. Through the 
Scriptures, God leads us to salvat ion as 
the Holy Spirit illuminates, and by the 
Scriptures, God leads his Church . I be
lieve the Bible is infallibly God's fina l 
word in all spiritual matters, authorita 
tive in all our conduct , and the primary 
tool God uses to convict the heart and 
sanctify his people. In my ministry, the 
Bible is the final authority, and I subject 
myself to its mandates while believing on 
its promises as God's words for me and 
my people. 

CAR LO 
WALTH 

This is a day in which change ta kes 
place fas ter rhan we can comprehend. 
The changes o f the las t 50 yea rs are in
credi ble, showing more " progress" rhan 
rhe previous l 00 yea rs . What a bo ut 25 
yea rs fro m now ? What will life be like on 
my 25th wedding anniversary in the year 
2001? Is there a nything solid fo r me to 
hold o n to in t hi s fast moving socie ty? 

" Heaven and ea rth will pass away, but 
God's words will not pass a way" (Mark 
13:31). P raise G od for his unchanging 
quality . The same influence tha t God's 
Word has had on my li fe and lives o f oth
ers wi ll be experienced tho ugho ut days to 
come , as we are faithful to it. Lives w il l 

Carlo is a Master of Divini1y studen1. He 
is minister of youth and music at First 
Baptis1 Church , George, lo wa. He is m ar
ried 10 Jean A nn who is a student at Sioux 
Faffs College. Carlo and Jean A 1111 are 
members (Carlo is 1ea111 leader) of our 
musical group E VENSONG. Carlo is 
f rom Bismarck, North Dako1a. 

dedicated endeavor. It is o f significance 
to recognize that it is no t wha t t hese 
Christ ia ns a re d oing in the ir homes, but 
wha t the body o f C hrist as a whole is do
ing . We now have four Bible studies in 
homes in the morning a nd five in the 
evening. 

. In the first year a nd a ha! f, we faced 
d1ff1culties in gett ing response and fr us
trarions in lit1 le seen resu h s in view of the 

cont inue to be changed and renewed 
wl!erever th:re is careful and regular com 
~rntmen_t 10 Its precepts. W ithout its daily 
in:ipact m our li ves , we surely compromise 
w11h the world and a re shaped into its 
mold. 

As a servant of the Word, I a m assured 
an unendmg oppo rtunity to know its 
powerf_u l effect i ~ my life and to have op
po rtunuy to see It s effect in the lives of 
~the_rs . This is exci ting motivat ion for a 
li fet ime of m inistry. 

JOEL 
Z IMBELMAN 

~h ri stia n s of a ll stripes, from Conser
va tive Evangelical to Radical Marx ist 
Catholic, seem to be rallyi ng a round a 
new dedicatio n to the prim acy of Scrip
ture. Indeed , I feel we are witness ing a 
vibra nt new emphasis concerni ng the nec
essity o f the Bible in our lives. The crucia l 
concern, however , is what to do wit h the 
Bible o nce we accept Christ as the norm 
for our lives . H ow does it affect my ac
t ions a nd my rela tionshi p to my fe llow 
ma n? At this po int, we need to re-exam
ine t he basic tenets o f C hrist 's life and 
a ll ow him to serve as a g ui de for our fur
ther acti ons, especia lly in those st icky 
areas we encou nter: divorce, min ist ry 10 
the poor and explo ited, quesrions con
cerni ng our accumula t ion of wealth, and 
o ur nar io nal a nd personal concerns of 
justi ce and power. An "evangelis m explo
sion" is a great idea , but when it a ims 
on ly a t num bers and commi tment wi1h
ou1 any outward change reflecting inward 
piety, it's time for us to go back to the 
pri ma ry source, the life of Christ , a s a liv
ing example poi nting to the righ l pr ior i
ries. 

Joel is a Mas/er of A ns in Religious 
SIUdies s111den1. He is single and is fro111 
Sioux Falls. 

hours and hard work . Bu r rh is was what 
we a ll had 10 go t hrough in God's sight. 
We foug ht in o ur own strengt h, even 
!hough we said rhat we depended upon 
God. He led us 10 the poirH rhat we gave 
up and expected nothing from our work. 
We were made to empty o urselves before 
him. And then stra nge things began 10 
happen. We began 10 see people come to 
rhese Bible studies in homes . We never 

( 

• Walter D, Schroedter becomes youth 
pastor at German Baptist M ission 
Church, Winnipeg, MB, in May 1979, 
following the completion of his theologi
cal studies. 

• Carlo Walth accepted the call as min
ister o f youth a t Betha ny Baptist Church , 
Portland, OR, effecti ve following his 
May 1979 gradua tion from the North 
American Baptist Seminary. 

• The Rev. Jacob Neudorf died s udden
ly o n Jan. 15, 1979, at age 51. He had 
served the fo llowing N.A . B. pastora tes: 
Fo rt George Baptist , P rince George, BC, 
1971 -79; C resto n Baptist, BC , 1966-7 1; 
Melville Baptis t , SK, 1963-66, a nd Fen 
wood Baptist , SK, 1958-66. 

• Larry Turner resigned as minister of 
you th at Bethel Baptist Church , Ana
heim, CA, and is engaged in secular work 
at present. 

• L aurie A . Taylor assumed the pastor
a te o f Emmanuel Baptist Church , Valley
view, A B, o n Jan. I, 1979. He previously 
wa s pastor of Rabbit H ill Baptist Church, 
Sou th Edmonton, AB, since 1976. 

• Willis Carrico is the new pasror of 
Thu nderbird Baptis t Church, P hoenix, 
AZ,effective Ja n.2 1, 1979. 

• The Rev. Rudie Matheuszik accepted 
a leadership position at a conference, 
study, a nd vaca tion center for the minis
try o f the Interna t iona l Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students, which is the um
brella orga nizat ion for the Inter-Varsity 
C hr is ti a n Fellows hip organizat ions 
around rhe world , in Austria. He has 
served as pastor o f Memory Lane Baptist 
Ch urch, Wichita, KS, since 1970. 

• The Rev. Eugene Thompson resigned 
as pastor o f Grace Bapri st Church, Shef
fie ld , IA, in Ju ly 1978. 

ceased to disrribute tracts and vis il from 
ho use 10 house. We did this more ener
getica lly, leaving consequences complete
ly in his hands . The largest group we have 
now is thirly persons and the smallest, 
rhree. Through this minisrry, we a re 
blessed wirh people being made disciples 
and incorporated into rhe Body of Chris! 
through baptism. 

The usua l partern for rheir coming to 

mhaf''s happening } 

• The Rev. John Ziegler, has been 
named acting genera l secretary of the 
Church Extensio n Depa rtment until t he 
election a t the T riennia l Conference in 
Bisma rck, ND, in J uly 1979. 

• The Rev. Kenneth E. MacDonald a c
cepted the posit ion of senior pastor of 
Meadowlark Baptist Church, Edmonton, 
AB , effective April 1979. He ser ved at 
First Baptist C hurch , Arnprior, ON, 
si nce 1973. 

• Charles C.ollelt resigned from the pas
torate of Bethel Baptist Church , H igh 
P rairie, AB , a nd is enrolled in the gradu
ate program at Biota College in Califor
nia. 

• George Dunn is the new pastor at 
Bethel Baptist Church, H igh P rairie, AB. 
He formerly was a m issio nary with Chris
tian and Missionary Allia nce. 

• The Rev. Len Johnson, pastor of 
Westland Baptist Church , Edmonton, 
AB, resigned effective Jan. 31, 1979. He 
served there since the church's beginning 
in 1977. 

• The Rev. Michael Re/ton resigned 
from the pastorate of Esterhazy Baptist 
Church effective March 31, 1979. He has 
served there since 1976. 

• The Rev. Norris Helms was ordained 
by Sunkist Baptist Church, Anaheim, 
CA, on Oct. 26 , 1978. He is assistant to 
the pastor of the church, Dr. Adolph 
Braun. 

• The Rev. Marvin Busenius resigned as 
pastor of T ri-Community Baptist 
Church, Elk Grove Village, IL, effect ive 
March 31, 1979. He has been pastor of 
the Church Extension project since 1977. 
He will become Director of P rogram 
Guidance of Church Growth Services, 
South Bend , IN, Apri l 1979. 

faith in Christ is that they first auend Bi
ble sl udies in homes for a while, some
times over a year, and begin to express 
their desi re 10 come to a church service. I 
think it is im portant to recogni ze that 
they are coming 10 know Christ no t mere
ly through these meet ings themselves, 
wh ich are instrumental and useful, but 
mainl y through the qualit y of life they 
have seen in Christians in th eir homes . 

• The Rev. Lyle Wacker, general secre
tary for Church Extension of the North 
American Baptist Con ference since 1967, 
died Dec. 15, 1978 . Tributes to his 
ministry appear on pages 16 and 17. 

• The Rev. William J. Loge becam e 
pastor of Grace Ba ptist Church, Shef
field, IA, on Jan. 17, 1979. He previously 
served as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Valley City, ND . Mr. Loge continues to 

be avai lable as a speaker and vocalist for 
deeper life meetings. 

• Ed Hughes became pastor of Grant 
Park Baptist C hurch , W innipeg, MB, on 
Jan . 7, 1979. He previously was associ
ated with W inni peg Bible College. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY 
1954-1979 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CAMP 

MEDINA, ND 58467 

ANNIVERSARY DAYS- will be 
held on J une 7-8, 1979, a t the 
Camp. 

HISTORICAL ITEMS- I f you have 
any information to share that 
could be included in a commem
orative booklet , please label it 
carefully and send it to the ad
dress above. 

PICT URES, PAPERS- If you have 
any pictures or old camp bro
chures to share in special dis
play, please label them carefully 
o n the back, so they can be re
turned. Also, package them 
carefully and send to the above 
address. 

STOP BY TO T .C .-While on your 
way to the T riennial Conference 
at Bismarck, stop and see the 
camp. 

Thus the key to make th is kind of pro
gram work effectively is to train lay 
leaders and those whose homes have been 
set apart. From the beginning, we had 
training classes . We learned to su ffer to
gether and to share ea1:h other's prob
lems. T~e lay~en take the responsibility 
of leading Btble studies in homes . ln 

(Co111i1111ed 011 page 31 J 
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Dare to 
Reach Out 

T he title page of this issue has a clear 
message: Dare to Reach Out! T he fi rs t 
few pages tell the story of people who d id 
dare to reach out and who, in doing so, 
had life-tra nsforming experiences. 

T urning once more to the title page, I 
can imagine that some of the readers will 
be turned o ff by the people portrayed. 
T he women look more like street wa lkers 
a nd the men like hustlers. Why should 
such people appear on the cover of a 
Chris tian magazine? 

Even though the artpiece was not 

letters to the editor 
Dear Edi to r: 

Just a note to congratulate you on the 
January issue of BAPTIST HERA LD. I t 
is absolutely great! 

LYLE 0. WACKER 
(Continued from page 17) 

was specific with love. He was g rafted in
to us as a body of believers. G rass d id no t 
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specifica lly designed for the BAPTIST 
H ERALD, bu t rather fo r the promo
tiona l program in a ll North American 
Baptist churches, I was very ha ppy to in
corpora te it in thi s magazine. Are these 
not the very people C hrist has commis
sioned us to search o ut and look after? 
What risk is there in taking care o f the 
nice, law-abiding cit izens , who occa
sionally even attend our churches and 
tha nk the pastor for " blessed sermons " ? 
We feel com fortable with them. 

I t 's the other kind o f people who irri 
tate and even a nnoy us. We have a hard 
time to rela te to those who ignore or even 
make fun of our church, the pasto r , fam
ily devotions, praye r a nd ou r fait h in 
God. No doubt , we Jove all people fo r the 
sake of Chris t, but it's these characte rs 
with no respect for the things we treas ure 
who kindle o ur anger. 

The cartoonis t Schultz had hi t the nai l 
on the head when he has Charlie Brown 
say: " I love mankind; it 's people I ca n not 
stand." 

And how a re we to react? God showed 
his love for us " in tha t while we were yet 
sinners Chri st died for us " (Rom . 5:8). 
He dared to reach o ut, and this r is k cos t 
him the life of his only-begotten son, 
Jesus . But it a lso won him countless chil
d ren, who in their sins up to then had 
been fo llowers of Sa ta n. 

Are we willing to fo llow the example of 
our Lord God in reachi ng o ut to those 
who a re no t yet his children? W e m ig ht 
come across some very u nli keable persons 
who might even frigh ten us. 

I am not speaking fo r insta nce o f t he 
moneta ry grant the Wor ld Council o f 
Churches has given to support the so
called "Patriotic Front " in Rhodesia . My 

I ' m not one to enjoy organizational 
s tatis ti cs or to especia lly get elated over 
who is preaching where. But when you 
start telling wha t the Lord J esus is do ing 
in people's li ves, I get exci ted! 

This being the case, I enj oy C hurc h Ex
tension news-how they' re growing and 
sha ring the Good News. 

A ll o f our ladies here espec ia ll y enjoy 
the W.M.U. page. It 's a li ve . Even tho ugh 
Miss Mehlhaff does g ive us numbers, s he 
minimizes them by cha lle nges for greater 
endeavors, g iving God the glory. 

In this issue I especially enjoyed t he 
testimonies o f Ken P riebe a nd Ed Oster. 
We were challenged to expect God to 

grow under hi s feet, a nd that seemed con
tagious. To us, Lyle was very hum an. H e 
understood who we were, wha t we are, 
a nd what we are becoming. H e opened 
himself to us . H e sha red wha t was impor
tan t to us. 

sympathy is wi th the two large ch urch 
bodies who suspended their wee mem
bership when their protest went u nheard , 
no t to support this organizat io n of 
gueri lla fighters and terro ris ts, who had 
massacred thousands of innocent blacks 
and w hites . 

Ra ther, I am thinking of the u nlim ited 
possibi lities of indiv iduals to spend 
themselves on o ther people, loving them, 
understanding them and winn ing t hem 
for C hrist. 

I am praising God for the outreach ef
forts of the Nort h American Bapt ist Con
ference. Fo r many decades N.A.B. s have 
gi ven time, talent and money to reach out 
to people a t home a nd overseas . We have 
built churches , hospitals, schools and 
houses fo r needy people o f ma ny races. 
Often the ris k was grea t , because we d id 
no t know whether we wou ld have eno ugh 
funds to keep o ur m issionary work going. 
Dut we di d not stop. ln n at ion has 
threatened us for m a ny years. As the 
o utreac h work grew, so did the dem a nd 
for s upport. W ere we to pack up a nd go 
home to a more com forta ble environ
ment? 

A gain I want to praise the Lord for 
many, m a n y Nort h A merican Bapt ists 
who would no t quit. W hile some felt of
fended by the open appeals fo r support , 
so many o thers joyfully gave and sac ri
ficed . 

T his year, the goa l fo r the La ura Red
dig Easter Mission O ffe ring is $300,000. 
We don't a pologize for m a king a strong 
a ppeal. W e know " tha t he who began a 
good work in you wi ll bring it to comple
tion a t the day o f J esus Christ" (Phil I :6). 

Dare to reach out! Support yo ur mis
sio na ries- they count on us. RJK D 

work in o ur lives too. T here were o ther 
testimonies-they were a ll good . T hank 
you fo r includ ing them in BAPTIST 
H E RALD. 

I especia ll y liked your ed itoria l pe r
spect ive on the Jonestown tragedy. I ' m 
glad you exposed this as a wor k of s.a ta~ , 
a cult which takes the t ruth and twis ts It 

into a lie. W e need to expose othe r cu lts , 
also. Our people need to know the truth . 
This is the o nly way we can expose Satan 
fo r w hat he is . Jf we don '1 - hc ' ll cont in ue 
to confuse even God's elect. 

T ha nks agai n for a great issue o f BAP
TIST H E RAL D . Rosa B. Bieber, Branc h, 
LA. 

W e at Fellowsh ip Bi ble C hurch, a 
Church Extensio n work , have a special 
fond ness in our hearts for Lyle . For us 
there is no need of nowers, carved stones, 
or ot her reminders , alt ho ugh these are 
good and proper. From coast to coas1 

there are hundreds and soon to be thou
sands of livi ng memorials to testify to his 
life and purpose as God's vessel. 

We a re tha nk ful for Lyle's life and call 
ordained by God. We are thankful for the 

MY BIB LE! 
(Continued from page 6) 

T he shock is s till on Dan iel's face when 
he comes to tell us. 

" Danie l, do you believe all things work 
together for good to them that love the 
Lord , to them that are called according to 
his purpose? " 

" Yes, I do," he says. "Pray with me. 
This is hard to ta ke . '' 

" Daniel, can you give thanks to the 
Lord?" 

" It says in I Thess. 5: 18, ' In everything 
give thanks . ' Yes, yes, it does say that. I 

T H E AD VENTUR E .. . 
(Co11ti11uedfro111page29) 

order to have more home Bible studies, it 
is necessa ry to have them take full re
sponsibility in leading these meetings, so 
that I a m available for other opportuni
ties. 

A ll o f these have the aim of bui lding 
the body o f C hrist in Tsu and its vicinity . 
We are ho ping to establish a central 
church, around which are placed as many 
preaching stations and Bible study groups 
as possib le, mak ing them the front bases 
for the outreach with in a range of 25 
ki lo meters in diameter. We are confident 
in God that he will use our dedicated 
Christians to ma nifes t his love, concern, 
and care for those who are in need of the 
source o f life . 0 

GROWING EDGE 
(Co111inuedfro111page19) 

was based on a ten-year research project 
called Cooperat ive Institutional Research 
P rogram (CIRP). It includes data from 
questiona ires and grade reports on more 
tha n 200,000 students at 300 colleges and 
universities. Small coll eges were generally 
fou nd superior to larger ones in s tudent 
achievement and involvement; however, 
students found social life better at la rger 
schools . ( from Youthleuer, March 1978.) 

North American Baptist Conference and 
our continuing relationship initiated by 
Lyle. We are also deeply grateful to A lice 
and Kevin for freei ng L yle to be used in 
all of our lives. 

Lyle Wacker was a truly genuine Chris-

will give thanks. I do not know why, but 
if God says, 'Give thanks,' then I will give 
thanks." We prayed together. Slowly the 
shock wears off. 

School begins again. Daniel is at a loss, 
for all of his notes of five years have 
burned. It is now time for the W est 
A fr ican School Certificate Exam . Da niel 
puts everything in the hands o f the Lord. 

T he res ults of the exam do not come 
and do no t come. Why? H as he fai led? 
No! H e remains confident in his God. 

tian friend and brother. Many who have 
never met him will be changed because of 
his m ission . Those of us who knew him 
will never be the same beca use of his 
life. 0 

Finally the day comes. The results are 
out. Daniel finds he is first out of the 64 
students who took the exam . He has 
passed and has gained entrance into the 
university. 

"Praise the Lord . Praise the Lord . I 
must go at once to Rev. and Mrs. Good
man to share this good news and give 
thanks with them to God." 

The Lord, school, books, education
this is the order of priority for Daniel 's 
life . P ray for him. 0 

Order Your 1979 N .A .B. D irectory! 
For on ly $2.50 per copy you can know all about the 
Nort h American Baptist Conference 

At your fingert ips wi l l be important and 
va luable informa tion: 

Committee on Consti tutio na l 
Changes 

1977 Statistics 
North A mer ican Baptist 
Conference Committees and 
Boar ds: 

G enera l Counci l 

Com mu nications Committee 
Fi nances and Steward sh ip 
Committee 

A ssociation Representatives to 
The General Counci l 

Investment Committee 
Church Loo n Fund Committee 
North A merican Baptist 
Minister's Fellowship 
Pension Fund 
Church Extension Deportm ent 
Church Ministries Depor tment 
Genera l Missionary Society 
North American Bapt ist Co llege 
North A merican Bapt ist 
Seminary 
Stewardship and 
Communications Deportment 
Homes for the Ag ing 
Missionaries' Addresses 
Chaplains' Addresses 
Min isters ' Addr esses 
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Conference Activities Ca lendar 
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Church Index 
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