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1 hurch”history is based primarily on two words: “I
believe. e Most of the tragedy and suffering through-
out the hlSIO‘l‘}' of the church is based on ““what I believe.’’
Jesus proclaimed the message of faith by saying, ‘“Believe
on me, and live.”” Thousands of his followers have pro-
c[almed the message of faith by saying, ““Believe as I do or
die, . . . or be tortured . . . or be excommunicated.”’
Oth:}a.‘il:n’e’S%age‘Of‘ Paul'to Tt:molhy, “Fight the good fight

1, Is still practiced in many of our churches and
denomlr_latlons, but it is often neither a good fight nor a
890d faith. According to Paul, in I Corinthians 13, faith
without love can be strong enough to move mountains. But
more often faith without love has built mountains that
?]E:)V; separated Christians from one another and from
- This treatise is not an attempt to basc faith on theolog-
1ca|lyl debatable doctrines, which were often a source of
conflict and division in the past, and still are in the present.
HOW?VCF, it is impossible to speak about faith without
mentioning-or thinking of the word doctrine. After the
baptls::n of the Holy Spirit, the church ‘‘continued stead-
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine . . .”’ (Acts 2:42). Paul sets
forth the qualifications of a bishop by reminding him to
““hold fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he
may be able by sound doctrine to exhort and convince . . *’
(Titus 1:9).

On the other hand, many people take their pet church
doctrines so seriously that, while they do not burn each
other at the stake for heresy, they still burn with self-right-
gous indignation over the theological errors of their neigh-

ors.

Emily Bronte, in one of her novels, describes an old
manservant with these biting words: ‘“He was, and is yet
most likely, the most wearisome, self-righteous Pharisee
who ever ransacked the Bible to rake the promises to him-
self, and fling the curses to his neighbors.”’

There are many people who believe the right things—
their doctrines are strung like beads on an unbreakable
necklace—but have never experienced the fruit of the spirit
such as love, joy and peace. In seeking a church home,
most people are searching for relationships, warmth, love
and concern, rather than cold, legalistic, theological de-
tails.

Those who have been infused with the love of God have
returned from the conflict and admitted with Pogo of the
comic strip: ‘““We have met the enemy, and he is us.

There is the danger, nevertheless, of trying to preserve a
childlike love and faith that prevents Christains from hav-
ing to wrestle with the great doctrines of the Bible. This
was, at least to a degree, the problem of ethical theology in
the 1920s, whose proponents proclaimed, “‘Not dead doc-
trine, but the living Lord.”” It was an anti-dogma slogan
that contained some truth. But they neglected the more
mature truth that the living Lord demands doctrine, sound
doctrine, and doctrine demands faith.

The ethical theologians became extremely tolerant, and
many of their followers became ‘‘laissez-faire’” Christians.
No doubt they would have agreed with the comedian who
said, “‘Religiously, I'm a Jehovah bystander. They wanted
me to be a witness, but I didn’t want to get involved.”’

The Rev. B. C. Schreiber, Forest Park, IL, is editor of
Moments with God and part-time editorial assistant Jor the
N.A.B. Stewardship and Communications Department,
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Bud Wilkinson, the celebrated football coach, was asked
what football contributed to life. ‘“Not a thing,”” he
answered. The interviewer was surprised and asked him to
elaborate. ‘“‘Certainly,”” he said. “There are 22 men on the
field who are badly in need of rest, and there are 50,000
people sitting in the stadium badly in need of exercise.”’

A Christian who neglects the great doctrines of Scripture
spends very little energy in exercising his faith.

‘Some actually include faith itself in the category of doc-
trine. However, for all practical purposes, it would be

:_nprhe meaningful to list all doctrines under the heading of
aith.

by B. C. Schreiber

ChT'hlS 12 not an attempt to categorize every doctrine of
ristendom, but to look at faith as a growing working
and saving gift of the Holy Spirit.

SEEING IS BELIEVING

“IFonfmder th; lowe_st concept of faith: Seeing is believing.
m from Missouri; show me.” Byt seeing is not always
belle.vlpg.. Anyone who has seen a magician perform knows
that it is impossible to believe what you see. Many a man in
the desert was sure he saw an oasis, but he died, because
what he saw wasn’t there; it was a mi‘rage. ,
JeNo’ amount o_f seeing wi_ll convince some people. After
J sus b::}.;;ulréeclzmn, the disciples received this message:
sh.a.ll-see h?m y eﬁgo;tlh before you into Galilee. There ye
shal s latt. 28:7). Dutifully they went up in-
mountain in Galilee, ““And when they saw him, they
worshiped hl_m, but some doubted’’ (Matt. 28:17). ,HOW'
%\;]er, whe-xll it was ?ecessgry to strengthen the faith of
nomas, Jesus didn’t hesitate to reveal himself, but not
without a challenge to strive for a higher degree of’ faith.

A BARGAINING FAITH

‘When some Christians can’t see, they begin to bargain
with C_io_d. Jag:ob 1 considered to be the first to practice a
bargau;mg fal.th. Itis based on two words: if and then. o 7
G_od \:ull be with me, and keep me in the way that | go, and
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that |
come again to my father’s house in peace; rhen shall the
Lprd be my God: . . . and of all that thou shalt give me |
will surely give the tenth unto thee’ (Gen. 28:20-22)
Actually the Lord had already promised Jacob all t.his d
even more. Perhaps Jacob thought that i
would seal the bargain.

There is no record of how Jacob us
can bf_: sure of one thing: if he had nole?cé;lei:f:::}rjl‘dbc?ft t\;e
pargam, future generations would certainly have recordeg
1:]. The fact that the tithe played such an important role in
the Old and New Testaments indicates that Jacob’s vow

was strongly ingrained in the religi i ;
. STd glous life of the "
tion and of Christianity as well. et

Even a casual look at (he bar
scales were heavily weighed

his own generosity

gain reveals the fact that the
in Jacob’s favor. He de-

manded a total and comprehensive life insurance policy at
the lowest possible rate. In addition, he still had a ninety
percent profit—rax free.

Surprisingly, God accepted the bargain without making
any attempt to raise the rate.

It is not unusual to see the bargaining faith at work to-
day. Countless Christians have been at the end of their
rope, have gone bankrupt, and have been at death’s door
when the bargaining began. Their lives have been turned
around; their businesses have become successful, and
many have been brought back to life and faithfully served
God for the rest of their years. More often then not, these
saints have offered God much more than a tithe; they gave
themselves to the Lord as a living sacrifice.

FAITH BASED ON SIGNS AND WONDERS

Some base their faith in God on signs and wonders. The
if and then are also predominent. Gideon said, ““If thou
wilt save Israel by my hand, then let the fleece be wet with
dew and the ground around it be dry . . . then shall | know

. .and it was so’’ (Judges 6:36f). But this was not enough
of a sign for Gideon. His scientific experiment had to pass
an opposite test in order to prove its validity.

Here again God answered according to Gideon’s faith.
It seems strange that God would subject himself to man’s
testing rather than the other way around, but he must of-
ten work through man’s limited faith in order to prove that
he is God.

The Gideon experiment has never been shelved into the
realm of the obsolete. There are numerous Christians who
still use the “‘sign method’’ in order to know God’s will. It
often borders on the magical. The more dramatic the sign
the more sure they are of their faith in the will of God.
They are pragmatic Christians: the truth of their faith is
borne out by the fact that it works.

LACK OF FAITH _

Strange as it may seem, God sometimes works in spite of
the lack of faith. Jonah is a peculiar example. He preached
the message of God throughout the length and breadlh‘of
Nineveh but hoped—almost desperately—lhgl nothing
would happen. He was like the comedian in his act as a
timid salesman knocking on the door and saying, I hope
there’s nobody home; I hope; I hope; | hope.” ‘

Jonah ends his story quite abrupl.ly. We hope it haq a
happier ending; otherwise we are left with the impression
that everybody was converted except the preacher.

A FAITH THAT MAKES NO DE_M{\NDS

There is another stage of faith that is frequently referred
to as the *‘if not” faith. *‘. .. Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego answered the king . . . our God is gble to de:—
liver us from the burning fiery furnace . . . but if not, be it
known unto thee, O king, that we u":l.l not serve thy
gods . . .’ (Dan. 3:16b). The ““if npl” faith xpakes no de-
mands of God; it asks for no special protection nor con-
sideration; it seeks no bargain. In matters of life and
death, it is totally and absolutely submissive to God. Paul
expressed it beautifully when he said, ““Whether we live,
we live unto the Lord; whether we die, we die unto the
Lord. Therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s”

(Rom. 14:8b). L .
Such a high level of faith is seldom found among

Christ’s followers. They are attracted by dramatic rescues
and miraculous last minute deliverances. James, who was
killed by Herod, is seldom the subject of a sermon. On the
other hand, Peter, who was miraculously delivered from
prison, is held up as an ideal answer to faith and prayer. It
lends itself much more readily to Bible study and sermoniz-
ing. There is no doubt that both James and Peter had an
“if not’’ faith, but for all practical purposes, we prefer
Peter’s ““if not.”’

A Christian who is miraculously cured from a terminal
illness is often thought of as having more faith than a
Christian who dies from the same illness.

WHAT LEADS TO FAITH?

It was said of John the Baptist that ‘‘he did no miracle,
but all things that John spoke of this man (Jesus) were
true’’ (John 10:41). It is recorded that ‘““many believed on
him there.”” Faith is often associated with miracles; truth is
not. Yet it was not the miraculous that led these believers
to Jesus, but the truth.

For many, especially in this age of the charismatic, faith
is based on emotion. ‘I feel; therefore I believe’ is the
conclusion of their syllogism. The major premise should
rather be constructed in such a way that the conclusion
reads, “‘I believe; therefore I feel.”” The next level would be
even more meaningful: ‘I believe, therefore I know—
whether I feel it or not.”” However, we cannot belittle the
emotions, for they drive us to serve, to minister and to
sacrifice. Faith must stir the emotions to action. No matter
how many “‘I believes’’ you may have in your list of doc-
trines, they will have very little effect unless they are fol-
lowed by just as many ‘‘I do’s.”’

I consider myself to be a charismatic. No, I do not speak
in tongues. Why should this always be the first question, as
though charismaric and tongues are synonymous. The
meaning of charisma is simply gift. It would be untruthful
for me to deny that I have certain gifts of the Spirit. It
would also be evidence of a false humility to put myself
down. What I cannot understand is why a person who has
the least of all gifts should be called a charismatic. The true
charismatic is not one who has the least of all the gifts of
the Spirit, but the one who has the more excellent gifts. In
order to be able to use the gifts of the Spirit most effective-
ly, it is necessary to have the fruit of the Spirit. And one of
the most important fruits is faith.

Faith is one of the key words in Scripture. Salvation by
grace through faith is the foundation upon which the
Christian life begins. We continue to grow and mature by
faith, and ultimately we die by faith. No New Testament
writer used the word faith more frequently than the Apos-
tle Paul. He talked about faith and lived by faith. His
strongest categorical statement reminds us that we are
saved by faith. When the jailer in Philippi cried out,
“What must 1 do to be saved?”’, he quickly replied,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved” (Acts 16:30b).

How would Paul have responded to his own solution if
someone had told him this before he started on his way to
Damascus? It is a little puzzling when we try to think of
how Paul was saved by faith.

When a person sees a blinding light, is knocked off his

(Continuved on page 7)
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Testing Our
Religious
Experiences

by Arthur G. Patzia

Ours is an age in which increasing prominence is given to
experience, feeling and emotion. Phrases like *‘if it feels
good, do it,” “‘try it, you’ll like it,”” ““you owe it to your-
self,” and ‘“‘as long as it makes you happy, it’s all right,”
are part of the nomenclature of our society. A Christian is
often caught up with a philosophy which evaluates the vi-
tality of his faith in terms of how “‘high’’ he can get, how
good he feels, or how many meaningful religious experi-
ences he has. And often these religious experiences are
measured against some other church member or Christian
personality.

It’s important that we as Christians consider the place of
religious experience in faith and how we can proceed to test
the validity of such experience. While all of us may have
some kind of religious feelings and experiences, the impor-
tant question is whether they are authentic, whether they
come from God or whether they are counterfeit and come
from Satan.

Emotion is an essential part of our conversion. When we
come to faith, we not only do so intellectually as we recog-
nize God’s revelation, or volitionally as we consciously
surrender to Christ, but also emotionally. Something hap-
pens to us. We feel it! There is, as Scripture states, a joy
that comes with the hearing, receiving, and obeying of
God’s Word (Matt. 13:20, 25:21; John 15:11 etc.).

While we do not have to be totally skeptical or negative
about religious experience, we do need to be careful that
we don’t overemphasize it. We need to test continually the
genuineness of our religious experiences according to some
principles set forth in Scripture. Four of these guidelines
include:

1. The Relationship between Experience and Doctrine

When John writes his first epistle, he counsels the Chris-
tians ‘‘to test the spirits to see whether they are of God”’ (I
John 4:1-3). Our experience has to belong to a whole sys-
tem of belief. Christian faith belongs in history; God has
revealed himself; the prophets have spoken, and Jesus
Christ, through his life and resurrection, has broughi
revelation and truth. Any religious experience that I may
have, if it is to be genuine, must conform to what God has
revealed in Scripture and must be based upon a doctrinal
foundation. Without this we are thrown to the winds of

Dr. Arthur G. Patzia is pastor of Ebenezer Baptist
Church, Vancouver, BC. Beginning with the school year

1979/80 he will be associate professor of New T,
Bethel Seminary, St. Paul, MN, f estament at
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subjectivity, where everybody claims equal revelation for
experiences that are sometimes blatantly contradictory.
Onf: writer stated that while people are feasting on ex-
perience, they are suffering from doctrinal malnutrition.
Paul cautions us to hold fast or firm to the faith that was
dellve_red to us (I Tim.) and advises us to follow *‘sound
teachmg” (2 Tim. 4). Christianity has an objective con-
te?t. It is truth beyond ourselves—beyond our experiences.
It’s not right to say “what is true for you may not be true
for me.” Maxine Hancock speaks appropriately to this
wher} she writes: “Increasingly we are hearing that what we
feel is at least as important as what we believe. . . . Some
would tell us that if we feel all right, we are all right. But
the Bible tells us that ‘the heart is deceitful above all things
and d_esperately wicked. Who can know it?’ (Jer. 17:9).
Emou,?r}s are fickle and fallen” (“‘Experience and the
Word™" in Moody Monthly, March, 1978, p. 46). Let’s be
careful to keep experience and doctrine in proper perspec-

tive and see to it that our stre iri
! ss on the spirit leads to an em-
phasis on the Word. 5 ©

2. The Conformity
Activities

By this we are sa
should have biblical
there are many events
preted contextually and

of Experience to Biblically Sanctioned

ying that our religious experience
D.recede.nt and sanction. Naturally
In Scripture that need to be inter-

within God’s revelatory
d co purpose at
certain times, such as Sarah giving birth to a child in her

old age. Copsequcmly, we have no right to expect God to
mtervenfc this way with any woman today. Nor should so
Lna:;ya:l)d our so—cglled public faith healers guarantee new
y €ars to ninety-year-old grandmothers. God him-

:‘lfldol?s Not promise, nor does his Word record, a pattern
caling which reverses the normal course of life.

Ia[”irnhgei(e) ;;Z. ho»;'eve.r, biblically sanctioned principles re-
b iyer, orgiveness and healing that can provide a
healing o e n which we can operate. People who promise
et ile B \ie}rlyone who c?mes to the platform often for-
e u li(mself wasn’t heg[ed (2 Cor. 11) or that the
fering of tape% s a.b'ou['such things as the necessity of suf-
L 5 ¢ identification _of the believer with Jesus’ suf-
everysodgecgiiiiug{q ::mgl mlraculous! healings are not for
searching f’orthem_ ristians shouldn’t become neurotic in
O!.lr _Lord certainly sets a good model for us by the style
of his life. For him, the mark of spirituality was not in any
con;emplatwe trances, emotional orgies or spiritual ec-
stasies. Yet his relationship to God was full of joy, glor
and praise. Unfortunately, we have often taken OL’lr eye);
off Jesus in matters of religious experience, Instead, we
have developed a kind of incarnationa] Christianity w'here
we gc‘e‘t to know Christ through the lives of others 'Chris
tian “'stars” and “‘celebrities’® have become more‘impor—

e Hancock writes that “we
own galaxy. We're not just

we’re  other-peoples’ i
- & vy g ples’—experience-
tered.” Testifying, sharing, etc, have their place, but

]\;’f cannot learn about Christ and the Holy Spirit vicarious-
rl\\gigsya(;gr?t?ns are rightfully concerned about church
o ‘d ] progra-m.s where Christian celebrities are
e odels of religious experience. Some presenta-
o ownright blasphemous and lower Jesus to a kind

cheap Hollywood star. Viewers quickly get the impres-

N=

sion that something is lacking if their lives aren’t as slick,
smooth, soapy and sensational. Jesus has been sweetened,
nicely packaged and cleverly advertised. We need to be
careful of counterfeit or manufactured religious highs.
Lurid, tragic and sensational details may produce good
“‘goosebumps,’” but they don’t produce mature Christians
(Hancock).

When Christians take their model from anyone other
than Christ or Scripture, they usually fall into an ‘‘expe-
rience only’’ trap, which brings discouragement and disun-
ity. They are discouraged because they don’t ‘‘feel”” like
the next person and consequently suffer from all kinds of
guilt or spiritual inferiority complexes. Religious expe-
riences aren’t necessarily uniform and usually can’t be
duplicated. There is no record in the New Testament that
the early Christians sought a conversion experience like
Paul’s or prayed for John's heavenly vision on Patmos.
(Experientialism also breeds a kind of division in the body
of Christ not unlike the pneumatikoi (spiritual) and sarx-
ikoi (fleshly) in the early church. People over-stressing re-
ligious experiences often suffer from a spiritual superiority
complex, which is carnal and lacks any kind of biblical au-
thority. Hancock reminds us that ‘“‘experience is modified
by culture, conditioned by personality and often non-dup-
licable. God’s Holy Spirit delights in diversity of ex-
perience—but always within the unity of the Body.”” In
Paul’s writings, religious experience is never reducible to
an individualistic piety, because it is a shared or corporate
experience. Both pitfalls of discouragement and disunity
can be safeguarded if proper attention is given to the Word
and the pattern of religious experience that it sanctions.
““‘One’s experience within the Spirit must flow into and out
of his experience with the Word, carefully studied”
(Johnson).

3. The Centrality of Christ

There were some basic questions that Paul put to the
Corinthian church (1 Cor. 12-14), when it was torn apart
by the religious experiences of the members and their mis-
practice of spiritual gifts. Does your experience, he asks,
testify of Christ? Does it come from God? Is it of the
Spirit? Does it serve the common good? Will it edify the
entire body of believers?

Unfortunately, our emphasis on spiritual gifts or

charismata has been one-directional in that speaking in
tonges and prophecy have been given so much prominence
in religious experience. An excessive emphasis upon the
Holy Spirit at the expense of the Lord Jesus Christ is
wrong. A test of our religious experience is not how much
we can talk about the Holy Spirit, but whether the Holy
Spirit within us leads us to talk about Christ. This Spirit
who indwells us is the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

Perhaps we have forgotten that the chief function of the
Spirit is to speak of Christ and not of himself. Jesus states
this most clearly himself: ‘“When the comforter is come
. . . he shall testify of me . . . he shall guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself’” (John 15:26,
16:13). The Spirit is self-effacing, and he will never gen-
uinely lead people to stress himself. In other words, the
Holy Spirit is secret. His only footprints are the ones that
lead to Christ!

4. The Fruit of the Spirit

A final test for our religious experience is whether or not
it produces the fruit of the Spirit. Paul, in Galatians
5:22ff., mentions the qualities of love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control. In Philippians 4:8 the apostle refers to things
that are honorable, just, pure, lovely, gracious, etc. These
are the qualities of life that demonstrate whether or not
there is any genuineness to our religious experience. The
evidence of the Spirit is not found in proportion to how
much we mention the Spirit but in proportion to our at-
tainment of the things to which the Spirit points. Many
Christians appear able to talk non-stop about Jesus and
the Holy Spirit but have never grasped the truth of sin,
righteousness and judgment (John 16:8). OQur Lord’s mark
of spirituality was not seen in ecstatic experiences but in
power, truth, love and obedience. For the early Christians
the mark of being filled with the Spirit was measured by
discipleship, steadfastness, suffering, and not by an ap-
plause meter. If our claim to the possession of the Holy
Spirit does not lead to holiness and the fruit of the Spirit,
then we should clearly question its genuineness. Let’s re-
member that “‘the more excellent way’’ is faith, hope, love,
and not charismatic gifts (1 Cor. 13). Or, again, as John
says: ‘‘Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits to see whether they are of God . . . (1 John 4:1). [

... LEVEL OF FAITH
(Continuved from page 5)

horse, is struck blind, and hears a voice that tells him ex-
actly what to do and where to go, how much faith is in-
volved in such an experience?

Many of us at one time or another wish we could have
such a dramatic experience. It would strengthen and dis-
solve our doubts. We often long for an uncontestable ex-
perience that requires as little strain on our faith as pos-
sible. We must agree that Paul’s vision comes under the
heading of special revelation and is given to very few peo-
ple.

As a general rule, Jesus takes a dim view of those who
ask or seek a sign from heaven (John 4:48; Matt. 12:38b;
Mark 8:11b). The scribes and Pharisees were goading and
baiting Jesus by asking for a sign. But even signs from

heaven would not have revealed any evidence of faith on
their part. Paul, on the other hand, was in the throes of an
intense inner struggle that resulted in a dramatic revela-
tion. Strange to say, this was not a ‘“‘once for all”” experi-
ence. After the glorious effects of the conversion wore off,
he again developed intense inward growing pains. His two
natures were still in a life and death struggle: **For the
good that I would, I do not; but the evil which I would not,
that I do . .. O wretched man that [ am! Who will deliver
me from the body of this death?”” (Rom. 7:18-25). His vic-
tory, ‘I thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” was
not won in a day, week or month. There is ample evidence
that this was a long and bitter struggle.

A FAITH CENTERED IN THE CROSS
Paul’s faith was centered around the cross of Chrisi. As

(Continued on page 28)
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Hit the ball and run! Recreation, Bible study and

Discipline and order are part of the camping experience. 'EIlowship are well balanced at camp
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Crystal Springs
Baptist Camp -
a Giant Step

25 years of camping

by Jim and Pam Arends

Camping with a Christian Purpose

8 | BAPTIST HERALD

A little more than 25 years ago, it was
only a dream to have a usable N.A.B.
camp near a lake in Central North Da-
kota. Many people thought establishing a
camp was nearly impossible, just too big
of a step. How would a group of 40 or
more churches pay for property, build-
ings, personnel and furnishings? Yet, 25
years later, a camp ministers to the people
of the Dakotas and eastern Montana.

Prior to Crystal Springs Baptist Camp,
various camps and college facilities were
used as well as churches, schools, parks
and homes to gather young people for the
purpose of evangelism, Christian growth
and fellowship. Yet, problems of rental,
space and scheduling demanded a camp
owned by North American Baptists.
Rental of other facilities always created a
scheduling problem, and the result was
poor _camping times. These frustrating
situations encouraged camp leaders to
look for a campsite.

Actual establishment of a camp in 1953
and 1954 proved to be a giant step
Through the vision of several lay peoplé
and pastors, the camp plans were put to-
gether: Some property was secured after
extensive investigation of severa] sites
The site purchased was lakefront pré .

- per
ly near Highway 10 between Jamestown
and Bismarck, ND. The roughly 200 acres
of property needed developing because on
the gently rolling hills were wheat and
flax fields, hayland and wetland. All of
this meant planning and hard work.

Th? first camp board knelt to pray on
the highest hill asking God’s direction in
putting people to work. Many volunteers
in the area came to get camp facilities
started. Equipment was donated: offer-
ngs were taken, and after long hard

N
The Rev. and Mrs. J. Arends are man-
uger/director of Crysial Springs Bap!is!
Camp, Medina, ND.

=R

months and very good weather, the camp
was ready to go. Building began in 1953,
and the first camp was held in 1954.

Over the years many additions in pro-
gram and facilities have been made to fit
the needs of people. The camp boards
have tried to provide camping at a low
cost by encouraging donations, volunteer
help, and wise fiscal policies.

Early in the seventies, churches in the
South Dakota Association began sending
campers to Crystal Springs. Several
churches began sending support as we:ll,
and soon thereafter, the camp board in-
vited pastors and lay people to attend
board meetings in an exofficio position.
In 1974, constitutional adjustments were
adopted that made the South Dakota As-
sociation a full partner with the Central
Dakota-Montana and Northern Dakota
Associations. Al present each Association
has five board members on the Camp
Board.

Twenty-five years of development have
provided a good camp along the eastern
edge of Crystal Springs Lake. The fresh,
cool, spring-fed lake makes an attractive
place for boating, swimming, wading and
fishing,

Camp facilities that have been {:recled
include accommodations for 248 with 212
beds in heated cabins. The camp also has
three heated bath houses, a heated Fhapﬂ.
smaller meeting rooms, heated staff quar-
ters, heated infirmary, 16-unit trailer
court, heated dining hall, bookstore, can-
teen, field recreation areas and a play-
ground area. The boathouse is well
stocked with life jackets for boating and
“anoeing. Camper safety is important, so
the beach is manned by Red Cross trained
lifeguards during scheduled swimming
hours. Also a qualified nurse is on duty at
all times while camp is in session.

The motto at Crystal Springs is
“Camping with a Christian Purpose.”
The camp program encourages people to
make decisions for Christ. Each year
souls have received Jesus Christ as per-
sonal Savior. Numerous individuals have
decided on a vocation as a minister or
missionary. Many who made that deci-
sion at Crystal Springs serve in our Con-
ference.

Several couples have served the camp in
caretaker or administrative positions. The
first caretakers were Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Derman (1956-1963). Mr. and
Mrs. Al Davis served one year from 1963
to 1964. Mr. and Mrs. Philip Dockter
served eleven years (1964-1975). For sev-
eral seasons, the Rev. and Mrs. A. J. Bor-
chardt served as camp manager, while the
Dockters served as caretakers. After ter-
mination of service by the Borchardts, the
Dockters assumed both positions. Mr.
and Mrs. Lyle Spicer served as camp
managers from 1975 to 1977. In 1977 the
administrative position was broadened to
that of manager director. The Rev. and
Mrs. Jim Arends began serving the camp
in 1977.

Anniversary Days will be held June 7-8,
1979, at Crystal Springs Camp. The anni-
versary committee has planned for these

days to be filled with renewing old ac-
quaintances and lifting praise to God.
The fellowship will be open to all. The
first meal will be served on Thursday
evening at 5:30 p.m. Anyone who plans
to attend is requested to send name and
address (as well as the number in the par-
ty) to Box 141, Medina, ND 58467.

The 25th year of the camp is more than
an opportunity to look back. It also chal-
lenges the camp to continue to look for-
ward. The camp supporters see future
ministry opportunities and needs. Their
desire is to make camp a more effective
and better place. That goal requires more
giant steps. Just as the first 25 years were
big steps, so will be the next 25 years. [
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world
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Introducing Missionaries
Barbara Knudson and
Eleanor Sorensen

by Oryn Meinerts

Do you recognize the above letterhead?
You would if you were one of the two
newest missionary nurses serving with us
in Cameroon. “Partners in world mis-
sion” is the motto of the Baptist General
anference World Missions Department.
Itis allso our experience with them.

This new relationship of being *“‘part-
ners’ evolved, when the Baptist General
Con ference mission activity was curtailed
in Ethiopia, and we had an urgent need
for nurses. They responded to our need
by offering us the services of two of their
nurses, who had been serving in Ethiopia.
Those nurses, Miss Barbara Knudson and
Miss Eleanor Sorensen—now on short-
term loan to us—are serving in Camer-
oon. They are still under BGC appoint-
ment, and the BGC assumes all their fi-
nancial support. They are filling vital
positions with us. Get acquainted with
them, thank God for them, and let us sup-
port them with our prayers.

MISS BARBARA KNUDSEN is from
Mason County, MI. Born on July 23,
1936, she grew up in a rural Christian
family. When she was nine years old, her
family moved to another farming area,
and they started attending a small Baptisi
mission. There Barbara accepted Christ
as her Savior during special meetings.
Soon after that, her older sister decided
that God wanted her 1o become a mis-
sionary. Today, both of them are mis-

sionary nurses. Barbara is a member of

Washington Avenue Baptist Church,
Ludington, MI.

After graduating from the Blodget
Memorial Hospital with her nursing
diploma, Barbara worked as a staff
nurse. In 1967, she completed her
Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing at

The Rev. Oryn Meinerts is mission Sield
secretary in Cameroon, West A frica, and
presently on furlough involved in adinini-
strative work at the N.A.B. ¢ ‘onference
International Office. .
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Wayne State University and worked in
several administrative positions, but she
was dissatisfied. She felt she wasn’t doing
enough for God.

In September 1972, upon the urging of
some of her friends, she accepted a nine
month short-term missionary nurse posi-
tion with the Baptist General Conference.
She went to work in Ethiopia. While
there, she was challenged with being a
full-time missionary. The challenge re-
sulted in her saying, ‘‘Yes, with God’s
help.””

In June 1974, the BGC Board of World
Missions appointed her as a full-time
nurse, and Barbara went to the Door of
Life Hospital in Ethiopia. She worked
there until the operation was turned over
to the Ethiopian government in 1977, Her
duties included teaching nursing students,
helping in clinics and taking her turn on

A5
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Barbara Knudson

call. She was also the director of the
Dresser Program for five months. Then
they developed a program to train nurses
aides and orderlies to do the basic nursing
care which, she says, ‘“‘was quite a chal-
lenge since all of the teaching had to be
done in the national language . . ..""

MISS ELEANOR SORENSEN is a
Canadian, born on June 16, 1942, in
Killam, AB. She, too, grew up in a rural
Christian home. When she was seven
vears old, she realized her need 1o be born
again and accepted Christ as her Savior.
She is a member of the Ebenezer Baptist
Church, Wetaskiwin, AB. Her younger
brother is a pastor in Edmonton.

Ele, as her friends call her, earned her
RN from University of Alberta in 1963
and her Bachelor of Science in Nursing in
19.67. She enjoyed nursing—doing some-
thing she had always wanted (o do and
helping 10 relieve physical suffering. But

Eleanor Sorensen

she soon found that people had other
deeper needs. She spent a year in God’s
Invasion Army (like God’s Volunteers)
and found that God could use her as a
witness. Missions had long been one of
her interests, but she felt a need for more
training. She enrolled at Vancouver Bible
College, worked as a public health nurse,
and applied to the BGC mission board.

In November 1971, Eleanor was ap-
pointed as a missionary, and she left for
Ethiopia in May 1972, just after com-
pleting her Bachelor of Missiology de-
gree. She worked at the Door of Life
Hospital for 3'2 vyears. “Supervisor,”
“instructor’ and “‘chairman’’ were some
of the titles she held. She also enjoyed one
to one counseling and opportunities with
the youth music ministry. When she was
home in 1976, she earned her Advanced
Practical Obstetrics  Certificate (mid-
wifery training) from University of
Alberta. She says, My interest is mainly
in midwifery, both in teaching and doing
it myself. I enjoyed public health experi-
ences and would like to be involved again
in this . . . " Ele sees herself in a lifetime
ministry of sharing Christ through med;.
cine.

When the doors iopia cloc
both Barbara and E[étlpallll()pm L-luse?"

¢ 165 some time in
[I-w United States, visiting thejr churches.
Then they heard about the need in Cam-
eroon and the developing partnership be-
tween the two mission boards., They sent
applications 1o the North American Bap-
tist Conference. In November 1978, they
!er[ for Cameroon. Barbara is now work-
mg at Banso Baptist Hospital, and
Eleanor is at the Mbem Healih Center,
partners in world mission—not only with
mission boards but also with the Camer-
oon Baptist Convention, They expressed
their initial reaction to this in letters sent
home two weeks after they arrived.

Barbara wrote, *What a warm recep-

tion we have received from the mis-
sionaries and national Christians! Sunday
afternoon, the pastor of the local church
came to welcome us, and last evening
three of the church leaders of the Camer-
oon Baptist Convention also came to
visit. Again and again they say how glad

they are that we have come to share in the
work. Pray that we will fit in quick-
ly. ..”

Ele said in her letter, ‘*‘Never have we
experienced such a welcome from both
missionary and national Christians! Just
this evening three of the church leaders of

the Cameroon Baptist Convention
dropped in to welcome us. ‘We're glad
you’ve come to be a part of God’s work
here and to serve with us’. . .. Pray for
us.”’

Let us be praying partners in the world

mission. [

Introducing Missionary Donna Parker by Oryn Meinerts

““As I see it now, my life purpose is being an ambassador
for Christ. . . .”* That is the conclusion of MISS DONNA
PARKER, as she sent in her application for missionary
service. How did she decide this? Where did she get her in-
spiration? The roads to such a conclusion are many and
varied. There is no stereotype background nor set formula
for activities which will produce a future missionary. God
works in and through his people, and workmen come

forth.

Donna Faye Parker was born on June 12, 1951, the first

of four children to Millan and Lorraine
Parker. They lived on a farm near
Moosomin, SK. As a child, she attended
the United Church.

After graduating from high school,
Donna entered nurses’ training in Win-
nipeg. She recalls, “During my first year
of training, I met geyerg] Christian
nurses who invited me o come to church
with them. . . . I began (o attend the
McDermot Avenue Baptist Church quite
regularly. One €¥ening qur young peo-
ple’s group was Sitting ;. . oircle havine
conversational praye. At this point
realized that I Wangeq (o pese kids
had. However, I wag shy 10 pray
aloud. I ‘prayed’ or i 0 God aS pest
I knew him then, ‘¢ You want mY life,
help me to pray oy | Wda’ pefore I
realized what was Oud. [ was
praying aloud. Afte, | @PPening one of
my friends said, ‘Y '€ meelng: s
tian tonight, didn>p " became aface is
glowing in the dark 3,’,0'-‘? Your

Donna was baptiy

Nng receive

Mc ermot Avenye Bap-
tist Church. After DS and joined her R.N. diplomg, she

felt the need for more Christian training and enrolled at-
North American Baptist College. There she became ac-
quainted with Miss Ardice Ziolkowski, former missionary
to Cameroon. Ardice, now Mrs. Ralph Powell, spoke en-
thusiastically about missions and encouraged Donna to
consider missionary service. In 1974, one of the African
students at the College presented his testimony and Cam-
eroon’s need. At this time Donna committed her life to

missionary service. She received her diploma in Christian

o i
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Donna Parker

Education in 1976. Not feeling quite ready to go to the mis-

sion field, she served as staff nurse at
Prairie Bible Institute for several years.

When Donna felt led to leave the
Prairie Bible Institute, she talked to Ar-
dice again, and learned that there was an
urgent need for nurses in Africa. She
had promised the Lord, ‘“100% any-
where, anytime and at any cost.”” Now
was the time for action. She made her
decision and applied for missionary ser-
vice. As her application was processed
and plans made, her family, too, was
very understanding and supportive of
her purpose.

In July 1978, Donna flew to Camer-
oon and is now working at Banso Bap-
tist Hospital. In November she wrote,
‘‘Each day the Lord reassures me of my
place here. There have been days of
frustration and trial and challenge, but
there has been no day where 1 have not
been glad to be here when the day
ends!”’

Let us pray for Donna in the new and challenging work

she has as ambassador for Christ through medical service
in Cameroon. []

an qmbassador for Chyist
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by Ernie Zimbelman

Recently I wrote on the topic of shame.
I stated that there is too much guilt and

|

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of
Counseling at North American Baptist
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He is also
the director of the Sioux Falls Psycho-
logical Services Clinic.

shame in people, and not enough love.
This is not good; because when we are
filled with feelings of guilt and shame we
are unable to have feelings of love for
ourself, others, or God. Our emotional
systems, which make and store the love
feelings, are the same ones as those which
make guilt and shame. Therefore, if I'm
obsessed with my feelings of guilt and
shame, [ will be able to do little that is
productive in regard to love.

Guilt feelings are similar to feelings of
shame, but usually much deeper and
more intense, and therefore more trou-
blesome and painful. When we talk about
guilt we need to talk about two kinds of
guilt—true guilt and false or neurotic
guilt.

The Bible does not speak of guilt feel-
ings. It only speaks of guilt. Leviticus 5:5
and 6 states, ‘“When a man is guilty in
any of these, he shall confess the sin he
has committed, and he shall bring his
guilt offering to the Lord ... and the
priest shall make atonement for him for
his sin.”

Paul, in | Corinthians 5:11 writes:
““Anyone who bears the name of brother,
if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or
an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or
robber—not even eat lunch with such a
one.”

These verses make clear that there is
guilt. Let us call it objective guilt. When

we have sinned—gone against the prin-
ciples of God and have been disobedient
to His commandments and will—we are
guilty. Also, if we have done harm or
misused or abused other people, we are
guilty. This is true, whether we. have
“feelings’” about it or not. In these ob-
vious cases of sin, atonement and confes-
sion need to take place. When we do this,
we can claim the promises of God as
given in I John 1:9, “If we confess our
sins he is faithful and just, and will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

If you feel guilty, 1 hope you feel guilty
because you are guilty of an identifiable
sin. Then if you want to be free, you
simply follow the prescription given in I
John 1:9, and you can be freed from your
miserable condition.

My own experience in helping people
deal with their feelings of guilt is that
probably only about 10 per cent of the
guilt feelings people have are related to
specific acts of sin (there are many sinners
who have committed sins, but they have
no guilt feelings and have no interest in
being forgiven and leading righteous
lives). Most people I deal with are over-
whelmed by their feelings of guilt, and in
most cases there is no specific sin. These
people are usually overreacting to ordi-
nary behavior.

(Continued on page 31)
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by Wayne Jorstadt

I remember, when I was a child of
about ten years of age, the morning wor-
ship service was a time when | would try
to develop my artistic talents. Though our
bulletins were beautifully done, and the
covers always had a scenic picture, | still
felt it necessary to fill up the margins with
stick figures and drawings of cars and
trucks.

The morning worship service was not a
time of spiritual refreshment as it should
have been. But being only a child, no one

Wayne Jorstadt is the reporter of the
God'’s Volunteers follo w-up leam.
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expected otherwise, and I am sure God
smiled upon me, as 1 relentlessly tried to
become the new Michelangelo.

As a child I just could not understand
how people could gather together and sit
in one spot for an hour or even longer
(depending on the pastor) worshiping
God, whom they could never see. Yet for
some reason, week after week people
would continue to come back.

It was not until I was about fourteen
years old that [ began to understand what
worshiping God was about. Though I
tried to listen to the sermons, [ still had
the temptation to think about what I was
going to do that afternoon. Bits and
pieces of the sermon would stay in my
mind, but I ended up remembering very
little.

This way of worshiping God became a
hgbil for some years. In fact, for about
eight more years | let my mind drift in
and out, so that often Sunday morning
worship services were boring. As 1 got
older 1 noticed that even some of the
adults were having a rough time listening,
Some were reading their bulletins; others
were nodding off 1o dreamland, while still
others stared at the pastor with an obyi-
Ous expression of apathy.

llrwas not until I got on God’s Volun-
teers that I began to understand wha (rye
worship was all about. I have been askeq

by many people whether I ever get tired of
hearing the same program over and over
again. On the average | would have to say
no. Even though I have heard the same
songs about twenty times and have seen
the drama presentations at least fifteen
times, I still enjoy it. I am proud of our
music section, and I feel they are over-
flowing with talent. But it’s not because
of them that | enjoy hearing the same
songs; it is because of the One whom they
are singing about.

So often, as Christians, we let what is
happen_ing up in front of the sanctuary
determine our worship experience, If the
pastor’s sermon was not quite up to par
we feel our time has been wasted. Or per:
haps we have heard the topic on which he
is speaking many times before, so we tune
him out. I have found that my attitude is
what determines my worship experience,
not the program. As God’s Volunteers,
we have to have an attitude of serving, or
else our ministry is finished. Perhaps this
is the attitude that I was missing when |
was younger. | only wanted to take what
the c,:hurch offered rather than give them
my time.

Any time I go into a worship service |
am realizing that I have to be right with
the Lord, before | step through those

(Continued on page 31)

the seminary reaps from God’s Acres

by John Hisel
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It’s not a large church, but it’s a church
with a big heart. If you travel north from
Sioux Falls and the North American Bap-
tist Seminary about thirty miles, you
reach the rural community of Trent, SD,
and the Trent Baptist Church. That's
where the idea of God’s Acres germi-
nated. )

The congregation, made up mainly of
rural folk, had felt for a long time that
their world had become rather small.

“There must be many needs outside our
church and community that we could do
something about’’ . . - 50 went the unrest
and concern of the people. But what or
who? )

Following a visit t0 SEOL‘IX Falls one day
and stopping by the Seminary, a few of
the members found out from people at
the school that international students
were studying at NABS, and most of
these students faced unusual financial dif-
ficulties. 1t was like a thunderclap to
those visiting on campus.

It was beginning to happen. Those
from Trent who heard this couldn’t get
back to the Trent Church fast enough.

Well, that was 1973. The church 'fell
the leading of God to take on the project
of supporting international students. A:t
first it was $100 per student. But this
didn’t seem to be enough of a challenge.
The congregation knew that more could
be done. . . they knew they had resources
in their hands to do more. They had fgrm
land, tractors, cultivators, combines
and—perhaps most imporlam-—lhe .de'
sire to reach out and help. The beginning

of God's Acres had come. ‘
It wasn’t long before a Farm Commit-

tee of five members was formed, com-
posed of church members. They found

Dr. John Hisel is director of Church and
Community relations at North American
Baprist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD.

that a few older farmers wanted to rent
land rather than farm it themselves. So
there it was . . . rent 80 acres with the in-
come, and place the proceeds into the
church *““International Students and Mis-
sionary Fund.”

It was decided that the crop would be
soybeans every year, and for these past
five years the annual yield has been from
1500-2000 bushels of beans. And in the
business that’s not all beans . .. it has
meant a critical kind of support for 12 in-
ternational students who have studied at
NABS since 1973.

In addition, the Trent Church has been
able to provide partial support for several
missionaries throughout the world.

And how does the whole thing actually
come off? Planting Days and Harvest
Days are the big events in the project. On
a planting day one could count a dozen
tractors and on a harvest day six to seven
combines. These are family days too with
wives keeping the coffee flowing and the
pastries readily available. Besides, the
young people enter in by walking the rows
of beans and pulling the unwelcome sun-
flowers and weeds that thrive amongst the
rows of beans. There’s always something
for everyone to do! It’s a kind of ministry
to others and a ministry to each other.

The congregation agrees that the
church has been blessed in ways they
never dreamed, when the first seed went
in the ground back in 1973. The visit of
an international student during services
. . . bringing a thank you, but more im-
portantly, a challenge to obey Christ in
service near and far. A letter that comes
from India addressed to My good
friends at Trent Baptist Church’ —
*“Your support helped me to complete my
education. Can | ever repay you?" He
just did!

All kinds of other positive things have
happened at the church because of the

Mr. Lauren Christensen, farmer, Dell Rapids, SD.

God’s Acres project. The renewed fellow-
ship of kindred minds . . . a real feeling
of unity . . . of doing something logethe}

.. a way of bringing young and old (o-
gether . . . the list could could go on.

Well now, that’s the story in about as
brief a way as possible of how NARS
reaps from God's Acres. The story is told
In part, because we think the project is
commendable, but also because other
congregations may identify with Trent
and their desire to financially encourage
persons studying for the ministry. In
creative ways city churches can match
what comes very naturally for the rural
folks in Trent. [
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Another Way
To Care

An interview
by Susan P. Truax,
Portland, OR

Jan and Les Huber live in a comfortable

home in southwest Portland. The house is
filled with books, records, pictures, and

\

those other small things that show Jan
takes a genuine pride in making her home
comfortable and attractive.

The fenced back yard is filled with
toys. There is a swing, slide, and lots of
things on wheels. This might seem sur-
prising since Jan and Les have no children
of their own, but before you have been
there long, you learn that Jan and Les are
foster parents.

They are foster parents, because they
feel that this is one way they can make a
contribution to society but more impor-
tant, reach out a hand to a child in need.

Jan, how long have you and Les been
involved in the Foster Care Program?

Over three years, now.

Does Les take as much interest in the
children as you do?

Yes, he is a real support. He is super-
visor at one of the bakeries and often has
to work swing shift. Because of his hours,
he can usually be here when our case
worker comes. This really makes him a
part of all this.

Is being a foster parent something that
anyone can do?

No, it takes a great deal of time and pa-

Les and Jan Huber with their foster children,
Rosie and David.

tience. You are handling a situation that
is always changing. The child is changing
in his makeup and attitudes. It can frus-
trate one’s ability to help the child. The
foster parent can become too attached to
the child. Coping with the parents can be
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by Dorene Walth,
W.M.U. president,
Sioux Falls, SD

A lady in her eighties sending lavish
bouquets to church members? That’s
right! She would casually say some-
thing like, *“That choir sounded so
wonderful this morning, I’'m going to
send a bouquet to the director this
week!”” Or, after greeting a talented
young married couple at the end of a
worship service, she would say, ‘'They
are so faithful in attendance and radi-
ate such friendliness, they deserve a
bouquet from me this week!”’

An elderly widow who had been
shut-in for a long while related that

she had received a surprise bouquet
from Mrs. Brown, and it had brought
so much sunshine to her. Similar
stories were told by several others in
the church. I thought, ‘‘How nice.
Wouldn't it be wonderful to have fi-
nancial means to do as Mrs. Brown is
doing."”’

Then, one day my husband and I
received one of her bouquets! It came
in the mail. It was a message fastidi-
ously written on the inside of a floral
piece of note stationery. She began her
comments with, ““A bouquet to you
this morning . . . to thank you for the
work you are doing with the youth of
our church. We want you to know
your efforts and faithfulness do not go
unnoticed. We are praying for you and
may God give you his joy and happi-
ness as you serve him so effectively.”

Although it had been written with a
shaky hand, the words were strong
therapy which served to recharge our
spiritual batteries and make us all the
more enthusiastic and diligent in our
ministry.

Through the years | have had good
intentions to send many such ‘‘bou-
quets.”” Some do get written and
mailed, and ['ve been blessed by the
enthusiasm they spread. If I'd have
been more faithful, perhaps many
more gloomy clouds could have been
lifted this way for people who get
“weary in welldoing” from time to
lime.

How needy we all are! Yesterday my

husband and I had a rather “‘down”
day. After dinner we were invited to
the home of a lovely young couple for
coffee. Our first inclination was to
refuse their hospitality because of the
tiring, frustrating day we had just ex-
perienced. However, we chose to go.
We could not resist the loving, caring
vibrations we felt in the invitation over
the phone. This young couple began to
“minister’” to our needs, and before
too long, we both realized that here
were two outgoing, vivacious people
who were desperately in need of love
and caring themselves. What a won-
derful exchange we had! I was re-
minded again that no one should ever
assume that the next person is coping
with life without problems and djs.-
couragements.

Every now and then we meet those
who seem to be pretty self-sufficient in
every way. Upon closer inspection, we
discover lhey‘ are glad to reach out and
accept attention and affirmation from
us. Sending appreciation notes is one
way of giving such “‘bouquets.”’
Everyone’s stairway needs some
flowers strewn along the way!

Father God, show me more ways to

express love for others. Help me to
always keep stationery and stamps on
hand so [ will freely send out hand-
written bouquets which can mean so
much.

‘“Anxious hearts are very heavy, but
a word of encouragement does won-
ders’” (Prov. 12:25).
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another cause for concern. Coping with
the bureaucracy can be difficult at times.

Do you have much contact with the na-
tural parents of your children?

It depends on the situation. If we have
a child that is in the process of being a-
dopted or one who has been battered, we
never see the parents. If a child is one who
will be getting back with his parents soon,
there is quite a bit of contact.

Has it ever been hard to give up one of
your children when that time came?

It usually isn’t, but once it was. I had
prepared myself to have a particular child
for several weeks. He was not a ward of
the state, and his mother came and took
him from me after I had had him only one
week. It was a difficult time for me be-
cause | knew the environment that he

Rosie and David watching Sesame Street.

would be facing. His mother just wanted

him back so she could get more money
from welfare. _
Does a child feel he is the one being
punished, when he is removed from a
home where he has been abused?
Sometimes, especially if he has an older
brother or sister to whom he is attached.
Most of the time, though, he s glad to be
away from the parents, at least for

awhile. ) !
Does the monetary compensation equa

- 2
yoﬁoc.u:\‘:iyreceive $125.00 per month for
each child under six years old. We have to
buy their clothes, tOYs gnd books. You
know how fast young children grow. In a
situation like this, there usually a(r:ent
clothes to pass on to another child. Con-
trast this to the SI,OU0.0Q per mon.[h lhhal:
is spent to keep a child in a juvenile ha
ori ol for boys.

rfTo?vs(c'Sﬁ!(} this situation be impro ved?

There is always room for improve-
ment. The most obvious way would be
for the state legislature to improve the
funding. Also, the public needs 10 be
made aware of what is being accom-

lishe
" ;flj .'Lf?e children are old enough to under-
sm}rd, do you make an effur‘{ (o lead them
to accept Jesus Christ as Savior?

My husband and 1 believe you lead a
child into Christian concepts from the
time he is born. All our children are €x-
posed through music, books, devotions,

prayers, and attending Sunday school and
church with us. One of our six-year-olds
went to visit his mother and insisted that
they pray before they ate each meal. Our
five-year-old visited friends without us
and asked the blessing at dinner time.

In your opinion, are teen-agers more
difficult to have in your home than the
younger children?

Yes, I think that teen-agers are usually
more difficult. We never accept children
over 12 years of age. But that is because
of our age. If we had children of our own,
they would be under 12. We feel that we
relate better to the younger children.
Some of them have been most difficult to
handle.

Are there certain mental or psycho-
logical characteristics that are common
among the different children you have
had in your home?

Yes, there are some things. The most
common is that they are all sad children.
Once they reach the age of five, they real-
ize what foster care is, and it brings seeds
of resentment. Trust is a hard thing to es-

ua

Les Huber with foster children, Rosie and David

tablish. If a child has been in several fos-
ter homes, he has no roots. This shows up
in his actions and attitudes. When each
new child comes into our home, there is
an immediate test of wills. We find this
even in the youngest children.

Are there any conflicts or problems you
have to face?

Certainly. We face definite conflicts
because we are Christians. We believe
that the Bible teaches that spanking is a
sound means of punishment. The govern-
ment has other ideas. It is hard to admit
10 our case worker that we have broken
the rules. It is difficult to explain to her
that we have spanked with Dobson’s
method in mind—that we have tried to
make the youngster understand that he
needs to be spanked and why, and that we
still love him. And another thing, it’s
hard to know whether or not to spank a
child who has been battered. Usually he
won't understand, What a spanking
means to him is not the same as it means
(0 us.

Will vou continue 1o have foster child-
ren in your home?

Most certainly!

Has this been a rewarding experience?

Yes, for us it has. Of course, there is no
longtime reward. We never see the end of
the work we have started. It is enough to
know that for a while we have helped.

What is the greatest satisfaction all this
brings?

To see a child become happy and con-
tent. To see him develop. Right now I
have a boy who is two years behind his
age level. It’s a joy to see him develop and
see that he’s closing the gap.

I know that children are born with
handicaps, but it is hard to witness the
handicaps inflicted by adults. This should

(Continued on page 31)

The
Blessings

PR
of
Cheerful Giving

by LaVerna Mehlhaff,
women’s work director

This past triennium, more than
$49,070 was sent to our office from
the use of ‘‘Blessing Boxes.”’ That is
excellent! The money was designated
for the support of missions. The
boxes are available free of charge.

In Japan, there is need to purchase
land on which to build a church as
well as the need to purchase a mis-
sionary home. Each of us can have a
part in filling this need during the
month of May as we give our offer-
ings towards this project.

Thank you for your gifts of love,
so those who live in pagan countries
will hear of the love of Christ
through missionaries whom we sup-
port and send to those countries.
Pray for the needs in Japan. There
are many there who have not vyet
heard the claims of Jesus Christ. It is
our privilege and responsibility to
share Christ with the people in this
beautiful country.

*It is more blessed to give than to
receive’” (Acts 20:35b). ““Every man
according as he purposeth in his
heart,- so let him give: not grudgingly
or of necessity, for God loveth a
cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). Abun-
dant blessings will be experienced by
all who give willingly and freely be-
cause of their love for Christ.
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wﬁl{e{lén, I Need Somel.noc.iy,” a popular singing group has
et r:’a.song and said it that way. But others have cried
Bm_[}:: In another way. Bertrand Russell, the eminent
- is phllosopher, recently deceased, wrote: ““Three pas-
rlllcmlsi,r s‘unple buI. overwhelmingly strong, have governed
an{l et.j the longgng for love, the search for knowledge
" un ear_ab]e pity for the sufferings of mankind. Thesé
311’5[;]0“5" like great winds, have blown me hither and
i er, in a ‘Wayward course, over a deep ocean of
nIgmilj}, reaching to the very verge of despair.”’
statI;d- ‘EPI{ hla9‘:56, one of the world’s greatest journalists
" an.y .l e never wanted a God or feared a God, or
Sy if:SS.ltyIO invent one. Unfortunately, I am driven
At nclusion that God wants me.” Then, this year he
2 . am more conw_nced than I am in my own exis-
nce, that thg view of life Christ came into the world to
preach, and died to sanctify, remains as true and as valid
@s ever, and that all who care to . . . may live thereby,

: « + . dN Cnhghlenment and a sereni i
ttai 1 .,’ ty not OthEI‘Wlse

_ Chnstianity is not outdated. Jesus Christ is relevant. He
is lmeres_ted in us and cares for us today. In His cross and
fesurrection from the dead there is power—a power to
c]ea{lse, cure, convert; a power to strengthen, sustain,
sta_balize; a power to fill the empty places of life, ease the
guilty conscience, while giving hope for today and the
future. Jesus Christ is the Somebody who can help us in
our deqpest needs. In his loneliness, man cries for the
friend; in his emptiness, he cries for fulfillment, and in his
helplessness, he cries for fortitude. Christ is all of these to

the individual who will personally receive him as Lord and
Master.

LONELINESS

It 15 ronic in an age of the world’s greatest population
explosion that there are more desperately lonely people
than ever before. We no longer live, grow up and die in the
place w[jere we were born and we have tended to become
rootless in our society. Automation and machines have de-

personalized us, so that we are characterized by little else’

‘[har_l a stri_ng of numbers. We are a mobile population liv-

ing in the ivory-tower isolation of high-rise apartments, or
- . 4

on wings and wheels going somewhere, getting nowhere

The Rev. Barry Moore

is founder and presi :;
: sident o
Evangelism International s

with headquarters gy London, Ontario.

He is an evangelis S
i st endorsed by the Nort} I [
; ) ' e . N
i American Baptist Con-
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by Barry Moore

looking somehow for something, achieving very little. A
Harva.rd sociologist has described many as existing as
shells in the midst of the crowd or trapped within four
walls of loneliness.

A .noted psychologist says, ‘““We have developed a
phobia abopt being alone: we prefer the most trivial and
even otfnpy_uous company; we engage in the most meaning-
less activities to prevent us being alone with ourselves. We
seem to be frightened at the prospect of facing ourselves.”’

Lonely people are legion. When death causes the loss of
a loved one, such a gulf of solitude is opened up that even
an army of people could not fill it. In old age when many
friends have predeceased us, days become barren and cold.
f\i\lllhen a trusted friend has betrayed or failed us, an ache
fl s the heart. When 4 young person finds himself away

rom home for the first time, a desolation sweeps over
hl{'ﬂ. Or when a lapse in life produces a condemning con-
science, one feels cut off and despised because of a suspi-
cion that those around us have found out. A young womgn
re'm;trks, “I thought marriage meant freedom. Well, it
might mean freedom from my parents, but now I havé Lo
answer to a husband, who is ten times more demandi

thzg:l my parents ever were.”’ e

€ goes on, ‘““Hav i i

ready. He goes to Woreklarlng?;aozei kmlggﬁ V\;ell, 4
7:00 p.m. Two nights a week he’s in school anclsongmfa ht
a.week he bo_wls with the guys. If you thi,nk your sli]rilgl]]l
tfrlends are gom’g to keep you company, forget it. Aftergae
ael:c\)vn??’mhs you're just another old married woman . . . gl

The curse of life and the bas;
is step?ralion from God. This ;llicercaztlistfnori;lgzlaln:’z;[:threndanness
out o u i .

touch with God and has no fellowship with him,

evinmg to keep man company.
whee:lllqi SCar[}crlts‘t‘Encc;uragecli those who were his followers
b pdakan ,Who, am wu.h you alway, even unto the end
ol u[terec-i ; en the Sgwor was orphaned on the cross
o f;re hkeart-rer;c‘i}ng cry, “My God, my God, why
sl saken me?”, he endured the bleakness of
S loneliest moment. He dic:]this, however, to take our

€s him into the life, Christ’s
:;)”rd!fo?elcome wonderfully meaningful when he s(;ys, 1
v B elave you comfortless’” (John 14:16-18), and “‘I
ol €r leave you nor forsake you’' (Heb. 13:5), because
am the good shepherd and I know my sheep . ,. . | give

unto them ete ife: s
10:14, 27-29), rnal life: and they shall never perish’’ (John

To live in loneliness is a somber prospect. To die alone is

tragic. Yet, men who live without God will die completely’

cut off from his love and mercy. A writer describes Sinclair
Lewis as being a study in tragedy. ‘‘He was brutally frank
and obnoxiously sensational. One day he removed his wrist
watch, placed it before him on the table and remarked: ‘If
there is a God, I will give him fifteen minutes to strike me
dead.” b

“Big Red,” they called him. He loved his liquor and
wild times. Life to him was a thrill a minute. There was no
one to stop him from going full-speed ahefid. After all, he
gave God fifteen minutes, and God passed it up.

Here was a man who chose to live in pleasure and s‘tayed
too long. He spent the last thirty years—not fifteen
minutes—of his life as a nervous, fumbling a_]coh_ohc.

And when he died, at the age of 66—looking like 80—he

did not die among friends. He died alone, among
s clinic on the outskirts of Rome.

strangers, in a second-clas S
e lled his words at the

An anonymous Franciscan nun reca

t R )
end, ‘““At least let the sun come bac]l(l. [ I
mitted Christian, a heart-war ”
v g for he knows,

: : is i being
tion rests in the depths of his inner being, 10T [¢ -
that even at ““dying time’’ his loving Savior is with him.

When I come to the river at ending of day,

And the last winds of sorrow have blown;
There’ll be somebody waiting to show me the way,
I won’t have to cross Jordon alone.

[ won’t have to cross Jordan alone,
Jesus died for my sins to atone, N
When the darkness 1 see, he’ll be waiting for me,

! cross Jordan alone. )
iobac ik icketh closer than a brother.

Christ is a friend that *‘stl

EMPTINESS _
Someone has said that

an
) t.”” He seems to wanc
doesn’t know wha life. Scores are in a great rat race

lost without a purpose in ' s
ivi ow why.
R L b?r:r:s:ybi?nngtf};nr fulfillymenl and
The hunger of mans 1 / . 4
h = lized only In God. Without him man is ¢
gt he source of his exis-
acea in his anx-

i om t
off from reality, sep?ra:sdp;;acea e
Gl Koy ey ;?an with the outward visible m.arks
an emptiness of heart and an inte-

iety and guilt. Many a
nant desolation of solitude even

«man wants something, but he
der aimlessly and

of success experiences :
i i ol Ak
ol def:fil,r ‘;:ti:]y a;mpcl fgriends. This shallowness o}t; ];lfe is
4 i W-
:;non_g lsd by scores of hollow Pcople. With thti gn:i) g
nel;::g?;:s a futility and frustration that can only
boredom.
In a letter to @ nogﬁdtcggf{v
i cl sychmatr P
writes, Ehziensu);ion that the vast neurotic mlselr\%ec:]f lct:lc[e
fvoomlﬁm [llfj be termed 2 neurosis of qmplmess.G g ot
gl ff from the root of their being, from God,
theniselves e aningless, and purposeless.

i e

: empty, inane, 1 :

lsll)e" lllfe “gg; goss goal goes. When goal goes, meaning
when iz

goes. When meaning g0€s, value goes, and life drops dead

on our hands.”’ L a person like a
: that creeps over a p
is that feeling , ”
colliloggd?;:lc «emorning after the night befor; d! \fflhf;ng';izlli;f
the emfma] stimulations are gone. A noted doctor ¢ )

man, Psychiatrist Carl Jung
ho are not superficial have

““Men and women will do almost anything to escape bore-
dom. They will drink and drug themselves. They will pros-
titute their bodies and sell their souls. They will take up
mad causes, organize absurd ventures, fling themselves in-
to lost hopes and crazy situations. They’ll torment them-
selves and torture others to escape the misery of being
empty.”’

Napoleon, the French emperor, said, ‘‘Greatness bores
me to death. At 29 years of age, I find that fame is vanity.
I’ve got to the end of everything.”” A widow of 45 writes,
“‘I am financially comfortable. My son is in the Navy, and
my daughter is moving to another city in a couple of
weeks. I never realized how much of my life my children
occupied till now. My problem—boredom! This summer I
found a part-time job. If kept me from going completely
nuts, but I didn’t meet anyone exciting. I’ve gone through
the club-woman routine, so please don’t suggest that.
Church work attracts hypocrites and crazy people. Polit-
ical groups are a waste of time. I'm fed up with bleeding
hearts and left-wing goofs. What do you suggest?—signed
Bored.” The answer that was given said, ‘“You want
someone to come into your life and make your life ex-
citing—and it just won’t happen!”’

Nothing could be farther from the truthi Although he
was a skeptic and an unbeliev ., H. G. Wells said, ““Until a
man has found God, and been found of God, he begins at
no beginning and ends at no end.”” How true, for Jesus
Christ said, ‘I am the bread of life, he that eats of me shall
never hunger’’ (John 6:35). ““If any man is thirsty, let him
come to me and drink. He who believes on me, from his
innermost being shall flow rivers of living water’ (John
7:37-38). And Saint Paul said, ‘““Know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all
the fulness of God’’ (Eph. 3:19). When Jesus Christ be-
comes our living Savior, he enters our inner being and fills
the spiritual vacuum there.

HELPLESSNESS

Life is filled with many stresses. Numbers of people are
tied to circumstances. If everything is running smoothly,
they are fine, but if trials and tests arise, they automatical-
ly find themselves ‘‘under the circumstances.’”” Hard com-
petition in business, family problems, stormy church rela-
tionships, or a criticism that has been leveled cause many
to flounder and fail helplessly. David, in the Bible, was
bewildered by his proneness to evil and sin, his lack of self-
control and the tension produced by his inner conflicts. He
realized he needed a new power and fortitude. When he
looked unto God for this, he was able to say, ‘““The Lord is
my strength and my shield: My heart trusted in him, and I
AM HELPED” (Ps. 28:7).

A young man was seeking spiritual counsel. As he was
introduced to the person of Jesus Christ and the commit-
ted way of Christian living, he exclaimed, ‘I haven’t got
the strength to live that kind of life,”’ and he was right!
But, when Christ calls us unto himself, he also empowers
us to live the life to which he calls. This is why it was that
Peter could sleep in prison the night before his scheduled
execution (Acts 12). This is why Daniel could pray among
the lions (Daniel 6), and this is also why Dr. Paul Carlson
of Africa was able to go around with the greatest calmness,
almost jokingly, helping people, when the rebels were

|
|

(Continued on page 30) }
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{
edge

Features from your Church Ministries
Department
Brief, provocative articles to expand

the growing edge of the mind and soul—
to suggest, perhaps, new avenues of
thought and action.

Pal or Parent

“My conclusion on the issue of
whether a parent should ‘be a friend’ to
his child is that the parent who does his
best to be a parent will have the best
chance of being a friend when the child
becomes an adult. If you have to worry
about your child’s friendship and if you
define his friendship by his smiling face
and lack of anger, that will inhibit your
best judgment as the child’s parent. Your
five-year-old doesn’t need you as a
friend; he’s got the little kid next
door.” —Dr. Milton Engel, George-
town University. (Reprinted with permis-
sion from Today’s Child Newsmagazine,
Roosevelt, NJ 08555.)

Advice to

Parents From
Tl B

Chnaren

Don’t give me everything I ask for.
Sometimes I am just testing you to see
how much I can get.

Don’t always be giving orders. If you
suggest something instead of giving a
command, I will do it faster.

Don’t keep changing your mind about
what you want me to do. Make up your
mind and stick to it. Keep promises, both
good and bad. If you promise a reward,
make sure you give it to me. If you prom-
ise a punishment, make sure I get that,
Loo.

Don’t compare me with anybody else,
especially with a brother or sister. If you
make me out to be better or smarter,
somebody gets hurt. If you make me out
to be worse or dumber, then I get hurt.

Let me do as much for myself as [ can.
That’s how I learn. If you do everything
for me, I will never be able to do anything
for myself.

Don't correct my mistakes in front of
other people. Tell me how to improve
when nobody is around.

Don't scream at me. It makes me
scream back, and [ don’t want to be a
screamer.

Don’t tell lies in front of me or ask me
1o tell lies to help you our. It makes me
think less of myself, even if I am sup-
posed to be doing you a favor.

When I do something wrong, don’t try

to get me to tell you why I did it
Sometimes I don’t know why.

Don’t pay too much attention to me
when I say I have a stomach-ache. Play-
ing sick can be a good way to get out of
doing things I don’t want to do or going
places I don’t want to go.

When you are wrong about something,
admit it. It won’t hurt my opinion of you.
It will make it easier for me to admit it
when | am wrong.

Treat me like you treat your friends.
Then I will be your friend, and you will be
mine. Just because people are related
does not mean they can’t be polite to each
other. (Developed by a group of children
in Amarillo, TX, and shared by Ms. Isa-
bel Sampson in Church Teachers maga-
zine, February 1977 issue. Used by per-
mission.)

Glass Walls

A sermon
by Craig Brown,
a teen-ager

There exists a serious lack of communi-
cation between close Christians. Now, |
can see in this congregation a lot of
beautiful people. And specifically these
people are so beautiful that they are
parents of another person. Now how
many of you people that are parents have
wanted to grab your kid and say, “‘I love
you?”’

Well, maybe not quite like that, but
how many times have you really felt like

telling your kid you love him. But you
don’t because . .. well ... “My kid’ll
think I’'m really weird.”” And us kids . . .
how many times do we want to say to our
Mom, ““You’re really neat . .. in other
words, I love you.” But we don’t because
... Wow! . ..youdon’t say that to your
Mom!"’

And people in love, husband and wife,
how many times have you husbands
wanted to say to your wife, “‘I love you so
much . . . you're so special to me.”” But
you don’t because ... well ... you're
both watching TV, and it’s just not the
right time to say it.

This is a serious problem.

The way I define this problem is that
we all live behind glass walls. We can’t

see the problem. It’s a huge wall that we
can’t break down. We don’t know it's
there. We don’t realize that we can’t say
“I love you®' when we feel like it. This is
very serious. It limits us as Christians.

Well, I've defined the problem, and
I've proved that it exists. So now all we
have to do is solve iL.

Reach out! When you feel like it, reach
out! I'm not saying to go home and tell
your kid you love him every five minutes.
Because you won’t mean it. But when
you feel like telling your wife how special
she is or saying to your kid, ‘**You know,
I really love you. You really turned out all
right.”” Just do it because you feel it. Go
get ‘em! (from The American Buaptist,
July-August 1975, Used with permission.)

The Bible Says . .
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“Children are a gift from the Lord:;

they are a real blessing” (Psalm 127:3,
TEV).

“Teach a child how he should live, and
he will remember it all his life" (Prov.
22:6 TEV).

‘““‘Never forget these commands that [
am giving vou today. Teach them to your
children. Repeat them when you are at
home and when you are away, when you
are resting and when you are working”’
(Deut. 6:6-7, TEV).

““‘Son, pay attention to what your
father and mother tell you. Their teaching
will improve your character as a hand-

some turban or a necklace improves your
appearance’’ (Prov. 1:8-9, TEV)
““Children, obey your parents, for this
is right. *You must honor your father and
mother’—this is the first commandment
with a promise to make it good—so that
you may prosper and live a long life on
earth.” You parents, too, must stop exas-

perating your children, but continue to
bring them up with the sort of education
and counsel the Lord approves’” (Eph.
6:1-4, Williams),

“‘Let no one think little of you because
you are young, but always set an example
for believers, in speech, conduct, love,
faith and purity’” (1 Tim. 4:12, Wil-
liams).

Inventory for

Parents
by Ken Anderson

1. Have you committed yourself to
God as a Christian parent, depending
upon him to give you discernment and
guidance in your relationships with your
children?

2. Do you show an interest in the ac-
tivities of your children?

3. Do you want your children to be-
come Christians for their own sakes,
rather than have them become Christians
so you will appear to be a successful
Christian parent?

4. Are you careful not to let the pres-
sures of adult life influence your attitudes
toward your children?

5. Have you ever corrected faults of
your own, which you suspected were a
hindrance between you and your child-
ren?

6. Do your children enjoy talking to
you about their personal experiences?

7. Do your children come to you for
advice?

8. When you must render discipline,
do you do it in a cool, collected manner,
making sure you have evaluated all sides
of the circumstances?

9. Are you careful to set a crystal
clear example to your children in matters
of fairness, honesty, and attitudes toward
others?

10. Do you apologize to your children
when you have acted unfairly, lost your
temper, or otherwise discredited yourself
in their eyes?

TV Sets More

Lovable Than
Some Fathers

Asked which they liked betler-—T\_’,
Daddy or Mommy—a whopping 44 per-
cent of 156 rural four-to-six-year-olds

preferred their trusty television sets to
their fathers. Only 20 percent chose TV
over Mom.

Dr. Jung Bay Ra, an educational psy-
chologist, points out that TV is a definite
and formidable rival for the affections of
the child, and nearly half of the fathers
are losing the battle to the TV set. He
states: ‘‘The father-child attachment has
never been as strong as the mother-child
relationship. This study seems to show
that frequent TV viewing and children’s

emotional attachment to the set may be
further weakening the father-child rela-
tionship.”” After all, the set is always a-
vailable as a companion and is, in many
cases, more entertaining company than
glum, grouchy, preoccupied Pop. Some
children develop such strong attachments
for TV performers that they lose touch
with reality.

(Reprinted with permission from Today’s
Child Newsmagazine, Roosevelt, NIJ
08555.)

Learning From
Our Children

He’s far greater, that little child, than
you;

The very child you teach, he teaches
you.

You teach him to be Christlike, but
have you forgotten he already is, far
more than you?

You teach him right from wrong, and

yet it's he, not you, whose conscience
is more clear and free.

You teach him trust in God, but can’t
you see that it is you who lack trust
more than he?

For you find doubt and reason your
way, while he in simple faith believes
straightaway.

You teach him to forgive, but don’t
you know that he forgives in half the
time you do.

And he, when he forgives, at once for-
gets; but you? You struggle long with
grudge and debts.

You try to teach him love . ... you
can't; you cry, ‘‘My child you are the
teacher, and not I!”’

So learn from him, be like him, you
who teach.

You must, Christ says, if heaven you
would reach.

—Ilda Boyer Bontrager

Why Teens
Don’t Use Drugs

Teenage students who do not use drugs,
including alcohol, have a bgckgroupd
which includes parental discipline, family

togetherness, and the influence of reli-
gion. This conclusion is from a study by
the St. Louis County Office of Youth
Programs. Some of the findings: nine out
of ten nonusers interviewed said they
were close to their parents; eight in ten

said parents ‘‘checked up’’ on their ac-
tivities; eight in ten described religion as
either very or moderately important to
them. (from Youthletter, August 1977. ©
Evangel.ical Ministries, Inc. Used with
permission.)
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PERSONAL

ESTATE

PLANNING

P

“SUPPOSE
IT RAINS”

To Plan or Not to
Plan—That is the
Question!

by Everett A. Barker

REASONS FOR NOT PLANNING
Planning ahead is a difficult exercise for
most people. There are many reasons for
this, and I am suggesting a few. Present
needs, problems and opportunities ab-
sorb so much time that there is little left
for future planning. The uncertainty
about the future is a deterrent especially
in a time when events are moving so
rapidly. No one likes to make plans only
to see them cancelled, fail or be radically
changed. Robert Burns, the Scotch poet,
aptly said, ‘“The best laid schemes o’mice
an’ men gang aft agley an’ lea’e us nought
but grief and pain, for promised joy!’’
You have possibly experienced success
with a hastily organized event, while a
carefully planned event was far less suc-
cessful. There are passages of Scripture
suggesting that concern about the future
is better met by daily trust in God for the
present needs. Some Christians even feel
that planning ahead is presuming upon
God. Experiences and thinking like this
can easily lead us to the conclusion that
future planning is not really all that pro-
ductive.

The Rev. Everett A. Barker is estate plan-

ning director of the North American Bap-
tist Conference.
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A MAN WHO PLANNED

There is another side to the coin. I am
thinking about Noah, who was instructed
by God to build an ark to certain speci-
fications to prepare for a flood the extent
of which had never before been experi-
enced. A great flood did eventually come.
Being in the ark saved the lives of Noah,
his family and certain species of animals.
It is easy to read the biblical account and
applaud all that Noah did, but [ am cer-
tain that it was not all that easy. Noah
must have had many questions and feel-
ings of uncertainty as the construction
progressed. Think about the time,
materials and money that went into this
effort which, by the standards of the day,
represented a monumental task. Thus,
the thought may have entered his mind
that it might not rain and flood to the ex-
tent anticipated, and Noah would have a
giant white elephant on his hands. Not
only that, but also he would be the prize
fool of his generation.

GOD IS A PLANNER

Planning involves a degree of uncertain-
ty. This is particularly true of financial
and estate planning. I am often amazed at
the casual attitude some persons take
about their hard-earned resources. Even
people in their seventies and eighties con-
tinue to put off facing the need to put
their houses in order. The Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation, reveals a God who
is a meticulous planner. There is no con-
tradiction whatever in Christians making
financial and estate plans based upon the
information and counsel available to us.
Much of the success of these plans de-
pends upon the will and purpose of God
through our lives. Since we are stewards
(managers) of God’s possessions, he has a
purpose for them.

PERSONAL ESTATE PLANNING

Personal estate planning is simply an at-
tempt to anticipate different eventualities
in passing possessions to family and
God’s work, when he calls us home. This
event may be a short or long time in com-
ing, but the important thing is to have our
plan ready. As long as we are alive and
competent, the plan can be changed.
What about your will? Do you have a
will? If you have a will, does it meet the
needs of your family and the Lord’s
work? Remember, Noah did not start to
build the ark when the rain began to fall.
He started a long time before and was
READY when the ark was needed

FINANCIAL

SECURITY THROUGH
BETTER ESTATE PLANNING
Nowadays we hear much about plan-
ning for a family, education, finances,
etc. Many people think that estate
planning is for the very rich only. This

is not true. We can help you get started
on...

WHAT IS AN ESTATE?

‘It is basically everything you own:
cars, money, stocks, bonds, real
estate, furniture, jewelry, etc.

WHAT ESTATE PLANNING IS
NOT:

It is not just a will; although a will
may be a key element in the plan.
WHAT IS ESTATE PLANNING?
Estate planning, according to Robert
Sharpe in his brochure, *“Better Estate
Planning,” is “‘simply setting up a
plan for the creation, accumulation,
conservation and distribution of pos-

sessions, so they will do the most good
for you and your family.”

WRITE TODAY for the brochure,
““Better Estate Planning,”” and learn:
®* What an estate plan includes
* What the learning-earning-
yearning cycle is and how to
avoid yearning
The danger of forced liquida-
tion
Please send me the brochure:
L] ““Better Estate Planning”’
C) “Wishing Won’t Make It so,
but Estate Planning Will”’
[J ““What You Should Not Assume
About Estate Planning™’

Name

Street Address

Town State/Province  Zip

Send to: Everett A. Barker, North
American Baptist Conference, 1
So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook
Terrace, IL 60181. Phone: (312)
495-2000

YOUTH and SINGLES:
Building Relationships

1979 Triennial Conference Programs

;()UNG TEENS (those enterin
).

Kirkwood Motor Inn is t
place, and “‘Building Relationships
Through Christ”" is the theme, as youth
interact with resource leaders, huddle
leaders and one another,

Program resource leaders include:
qu‘s Volunteers, Jeff Siemon of the
Minnesota Vikings, Jim and Cheryl
Yerke, Bryan Hochhalter, Brenda Moser,
Gordie and Sandy Bauslaugh, John
Stober, missionaries and the N.A.B. Col-
lege Drama Group.

Activities are planned for good variety
and interest. You will spend an afternoon
at Sertoma Park, where recreation and a
visit to the zoo are available. Another
afternoon will be spent at Fort Lincoln
for a tour of the museum, Indian Village
and fort, plus a genuine scavenger hunt.
Other activities include roller skating and
an all-day outing filled with a variety of
activities. Teens will also be able to par-

g grades 7, 8,

he meeting

The Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general direc-
tor of the N.A.B. Church Ministries
Department.

ticipate in other conference events such as
the Benny Hester concert and the ice
cream social.

Gordon Bauslaugh is the coordinator
of the Young Teens program.

YOUTH (those entering grade 10 through
age 25)

It's Super Huddle '79! An action
packed event for youth. Dawson McAll-
ister will lead the sessions that form the
heart of this great huddle, as he deals with
“relationships.”” Dawson is intense,
dynamic and ‘‘shoots straight.”” He con-
ducts youth conferences on ‘‘relation-
ships”’ all across the country.

Jeff Siemon of the Minnesota Vikings,
Benny Hester and Greg Nelson of Spar-
row Records will also be featured. Mr.
Nelson will direct the rehearsals and
presentation of the youth musical on
Saturday evening.

The days will further be filled with hud-
dle gatherings, discussions, recreation
and fellowship.

The youth program and activities will
center at Mary College, five miles south
of the city. There is lodging space at the
college for about 500; however youth can
stay in motels with their parents and ride

by Bruce A. Rich

the shuttle bus to the college in the morn-
ings. Don’t measure the value of this
Super Huddle in dollars, but in the im-
pact it will have on your life!

It appears that not just a few, but bus
loads of youth are coming for Super Hud-
dle! Are you one of them?

Jeff Auch is the coordinator of the
youth program.

SINGLES (ages 18-99)

Are you looking for something a little
extra during the Triennial Conference?
Join in the activities planned for singles!
There will be a poolside buffet on Tues-
day, followed by a choice of workshops
planned for the interests of singles. That
evening attend the Shenaniganza at 9:30
p.m. and enjoy the fun and fellowship.

Wednesday night ““‘Pick an Opportu-
nity’’ to be involved in a seminar designed
with singles in mind. Participate in a visit
to the Baptist Home, a pizza buffet, fam-
ily reunion, recreation, beef bar-b-q,
singspiration and other opportunities to
build relationships. The Town House
Motor Inn will be the hub for singles ac-

tivities. Get into the action!
Dixie Potratz is the coordinator of the
singles program. [

WHATEV

R YOUR AGE OR

INTEREST, MAKE THE 1979

TRIENNIA
BISMARC
YOu

| CONFERENCE IN
K, ND, A MUST ON
R CALENDAR.

SEE YOU IN BISMARCK!
July 10-15, 1979.

If you have not registered, do it NOW! Your pastor Yvill be glad to help you
with information and registration forms. Or write to: Triennial Con-
ference Planning, 1 So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL. 60181
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CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDERS

‘REPORT

Two gospel teams from North American Baptist College in Edmonton were on tour
from January 3—13, 1979. Here are their reporis.

Lib
"

OLLEGE TE,

IS kKEPY

IDAHO FALLS, 1D, CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT

by Robert G. Lennick

Serving in Cameroon for almost three years has led to
sharpened interest and ideas about missions. Church
extension has afforded opportunities to implement some
of those same ideas in meeting the need HERE to go, teach
and baptize; to declare that through Christ “‘is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe
are justified from all things’’ (Acts 13:38-39).

The exciting thing is that this message is what everyone
wants to hear. Many find it hard to let go and believe that
in Christ our sins are buried in the deepest sea. Debbie
found it hard to respond at first but did on the second visit.
She has accepted Christ as Savior, followed the Lord in
baptism and is now an active member in her church. Ghani
and Gloria had a Christian background but did not have
the assurance of sins forgiven nor the confidence that they
had Christ in their lives. Both wanted to be right with God
but did not know how. Several others have made that re-
sponse in this first year of Christian ministry here in Idaho
Falls.

The most obvious challenge that presently confronts us
is: How do we disciple those who have come to believe? Do
we assume that discipleship takes place automatically?
Several approaches seem open. The first has been acti-
vated—a Sunday school class designed with the needs of
the new Christian in mind. A second involves following up
a commitment with four weeks of study within that home.

Others are on the drawing boards and should be gradually
developed in the next year.

The potential for developing an effective force for

Christ in this community is very good. Our average atten-
dance a year ago was 25; it is now 54. A year ago, we had
four Sunday school classes with no regular teachers; now
we have seven classes with regular teachers and substitutes

for each. A year ago, the pastor was the only one involved
in evangelism and discipleship; now there are several.

Eagle Rock Baptist has purchased 4.6 acres of prime real
estate in a newly developing area of town. With the help of
committed Christians in the N.A.B. Conference and the
Oregon-Idaho Association, it will be paid for by the end of
this year. With the Lord’s blessing, we plan to begin the
building in 1980.

We have an unusually needy area. There are less than
half as many evangelical Christians here, per capita, as in

The Rev. Robert G. Lennick is pastor of Eagle Rock Bap-
tist Church. Idaho Falls, ID, J Fas e
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the rest of the United States as a whole. Yet, the responses
come. This means that we need to take advantage of this
responsiveness by putting forth a concerted effort in work,
prayer and giving.
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Housewarming_f;- the pa;tor the F“;V‘ Robark Lanalk; (secand from right)
and family.

Sunday worship during the church campout.

NEW HOPE

We are the mixed team whose purpose is to sing for the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The name, New Hope, was
chosen to convey the hope and new life we have found
since accepting Jesus Christ into our lives. There are ten of
us who come from Canada and the United States. We sing
under the direction of Professor John Taylor. Ruth Anne
Stockdale from Raymore, SK; Barb Hart from Minitonas,
MB; and Delores Krentz from Prince George, BC, sing
soprano. Maureen Grieger, Minitonas, MB, and Ingrid
Kaplun, Winnipeg, MB, sing alto. Our tenors were Wesley
Lutz from Underwood, ND, and Tim Koenig from Cali-
fornia. Tim has been replaced this semester by Peter Flynn
from Hope, BC. The bass are Harry Kelm, Milwaukee,

New Hope Gospel Team

WI, and Stan Backhaus, Bismarck, ND. Our pianist is
Marlene Dickau from Wetaskiwin, AB.

The ten-day-tour during the Christmas break was quite
an experience. A usual day consisted of breakfast at our
hosts’ homes, meeting at the church to leave for our next
destination, and driving for four to six hours. Arriving at
the church in good time, we enjoyed a delicious supper and
then prepared for the concert in the evening. A special time
for all of us was the devotional period before the con-
cert—a time of encouragement and sharing, a time when
the concert was committed into the Lord’s hands.

Leaving Edmonton on January 3, our itinerary took us
to Saskatoon and Regina, SK; Underwood, Bismarck,
Hebron, and New Leipzig, ND; McIntosh and Spearfish,
SD; Plevna and Sidney, MT, concluding back in Canada at
Golden Prairie, SK, and Carbon, AB.

Each of the team members thanks God for the oppor-
tunity of service and the privilege of meeting the Lord’s
people in so many different areas. It was exciting to share
our faith in the living Savior and the ministry of NABC in
our lives. We thank the Lord for good roads and a safe
journey. Our thanks go to the churches we served for their
hospitality and friendliness. Art Petrie, director of de-
velopment at NABC, was our advisor on the tour. He was
a great encouragement to us as well as our “*Dad’’ for the
trip. Being able to share the good news of Christ was a very
rewarding experience, and we are thankful that we were
given the opportunity to minister in this way. It’s some-
thing none of us will forget!

—Ingrid Kaplun and Ruth Anne Stockdale
—

TROMBONE TRIO PLUS ONE

““Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary . . . Praise
him with ‘trombone’ sound”” (Ps. 150:1-3). This was our
theme as we traveled through British Columbia from Jan-
uary 3-13. The members of the trio are Jim Long, instruc-
tor in Music at NABC; Rudy Bauder, Beaverton, OR, a
third year student in the Bachelor of Religious Education
program; Darryl Somers, Winnipeg, MB, in his last year of
the Diploma of Biblical Studies program, and pianist
Sherry Peter, also from Winnipeg, in her first year of the
Diploma of Biblical Studies program.

Our first stop took us to Valleyview, AB. In BC we
visited Dawson Creck, Prince George, Chilliwack, Surrey,
Evergreen Baptist Home in White Rock, Ebenezer and Im-
manuel Baptist Churches in Vancouver, Richmond, Oso-
yoos and Creston. Our last program was held at Thornhill
Baptist Church in Calgary, AB. It consisted of music with
a devotional emphasis on worship woven throughout,
making it a unique experience for all. We also included a
special segment just for the children, although the adults

were usually just as involved. It included special music by
the trio, a solo by Instructor Long, and a skit with Sherry
and two puppet friends. With Darryl animating Eldon and
Frank, and Sherry talking with them about the Holy
Spirit’s fruit of self-control, the puppet show held a special
place in the program for all ages. The music itself ranged
from Renaissance to modern; slow, meditative pieces to
bright music of praise; old familiar hymns to new un-
familiar pieces, all developing the theme of worship.

How could we describe the trip as anything but exciting! ’
Beside the fact that we drove through some of the most
majestic parts of God’s creation, we also praise our Lord \
for the chance to serve him in such a substantial yet unique |
way, sharing through music and fellowship the glory and ‘

love of our Lord Jesus. It was rewarding to realize the
sincere appreciation the people had for the music and mes-
sage we brought. Many expressed how our ministry touch-
ed them in a personal way, and that is what it was all
about!

—Darryl Somers
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Mr. and Mrs. Hu&blﬁh'Schinkel, Grace
Baptist Church, Kelowna, BC, celebrated
their diamond wedding anniversary on

o

Nov. 11, 1978. Their son, Edward, was
master of ceremonies, and the Rev. Ger-
hard Poschwatta spoke. They formerly
lived near Chilliwack, BC, where they were
members of the Victoria Ave. Baptist
Church. For the past 11 years, they have
lived in Kelowna, BC. Their sons, Edward,
Ervin and Jack, of Chilliwack, and their
daughters, Ida (Mrs. Ray) Tetz of Kelowna,
and Bernice (Mrs. Reinhold) Meunch of
Trochu, AB, attended the celebration.

Mr. and Mrs. Julius S. Laskowski of Roch-
ester, NY, recently celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary. They were married in
Andrews Street Baptist Church, forerun-
ner of the Latta Road Baptist Church, 50
years ago and have been members of the
church for 54 years. They still attend
regularly. A daughter, Dorothy Alfieri of
Rochester, celebrated the anniversary
with them.

DETROIT. M1 The young people of
Rldgemont Baptnst Church hosted a par-
ent appreciation dinner on Feb. 19, 1979.
After weeks of planning and a busy Satur-
day of preparations, the young people
treated their parents to a roast beef dinner

with all the trimmings. The program,
which followed, was led by the assistant
pastor of Christian Education, Bud Fuchs,
under the theme, “Love Builds Bridges." A
few parents made personal responses to
this unique idea of a program and the
great fellowship with the young people
who expressed their appreciation for a
Christian home and parents. This was an
uplifting experience and strengthened the
bond of Christian love through Christ. (A
grateful parent.)
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i S0 Our New Year's Eve service
was a most blessed and joyous event at
Herreid Baptist Church. The pastor, the
Rev. Edward Kopf, baptized 11 people (pic-
tured) and welcomed them into the fellow-
ship of the Church. Five of the people bap-
tized became members of the Herreid Bap-
tist Church, and six became members of

the Faith Baptist Church of Selby, which
Rev. Kopf also serves. We thank God for
the wonderful ministries of the Rev. G. G.
Rauser, who conducted the meetings at
Herreid, and those of the Rev. Keith
Williams, who conducted the meetings at

the Selby Church. (Donna Conway, re-
porter.)

The Kids for Christ of
First Baptist Church observed Youth
Week, January 28— February 4. During the
morning worship services, they partici-
pated by leading the responsive Scripture,
reading the children's story, and providing
special music. On the evening of February
4, the entire service was conducted by the
youth; a special film, “The Tommy John
Story,"” was shown.

At special service, held Sunday evening,
February 11, appreciation was expressed
to the music leaders of our church for
their faithfulness: Jane Krause, choir
director; Kathy Rabenhorst, organist and
pianist, and Kathy Miller, organist and
choir accompanist. The Rev. Allan Kranz is
pastor. (Michelle Miller, reporter.)

5. On Sunday, February 11,
members and friends of Grace Baptist
Church met at the church for the installa-
tion service of the new pastor, the Rev.
Walter Kerber. The Rev. Ron Kernohan
presented the message challenging the
church to work together as one, and great
blessings would be reaped. The Rev.

!, FL. The auditorium of the
Evangel Bapnsl Church which seats 450
people, was filled to overflowing as mem-
bers and friends gathered to share in the
dedication service on Feb. 25, 1979. Dr.
Roy Seibel, professor of evangelism and
church development at N.A.B. Seminary,
Sioux Falls, SD, brought challenging and
stirring messages during the morning and
afternoon services.

Special guests brought greetings: Jef-
ferson Milner, mayor of Boca Raton; the
Rev. John Ziegler, acting general secretary
for Church Extension, and Richard
Florence, manager of the Moody station in
Florida. Giving his testimony was our
special guest, the Rev. Hisashi Murakami,
a fruit of our N.A.B. mission work in Japan,
and pastor of Tsu Christian Church. The
Florida Bible College choir sang at the ser-
vices. A reception followed the afternoon
service. Many letters and telegrams were
read, including one from Billy Graham.

In addition to the beautiful sanctuary,
there is a spacious fellowship hall with a
lounge and offices adjacent. The approx-
imate cost of the entire project is
$450,000.00 which was made possible
through the cooperation of the N.A.B.
Conference and many interested friends.
We praise God for every obstacle faced,

and every victory won. The concrete wall,
which the city council requested we build
around the church, is only one example of
how God answered prayer. People of the
neighborhood from all walks of faith went
to several council meetings and spoke on
our behalf. Today there is no wall. Our
faith was tested in many ways right up to
the day we received our occupancy permit
and held our first service. The truck, carry-
ing our beautiful pews, was hijacked. For
three days the church prayed, and our
faith was enlarged. God was in control.
The truck was found embedded in the
sand of an orange grove in Orlando.

The sanctuary is flanked on either side
by stained glass windows with symbols
embedded in glass, which recount key
events recorded in the Old and New
Testaments.

A white steeple points heavenward as a
memorial to Kay Miller, whom God called
at age seventeen to be with him in glory.
The church has a charter membership of
sixty. The attendance on Sundays is more
than one hundred. Four missionaries are
supported by the church. Weekly visita-
tion in the church neighborhood has been
rewarding; each week the number of con-
tacts doubles. Sunday school for all ages
has been started. (Joyce Batek, reporter.)
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Frank Berg (pictured at left) gave the
charge to the pastor (pictured at righy),
and the Rev. Kanwischer, the interim
pastor for the past five months, gave the
charge to the church stressing the impor-
tance of working together as well as pray-
ing for one another. The dedication prayer
was led by the Rev. G. Kalmbach, and the
declaration of invitation was led by Andy
Bowler, church moderator. The choirand a
quartet sang special musical numbers,
(Mrs. L. Moller, reporter.)

LYNWOOD, WA. Mrs. Edna Chaffee, wife
of the late Dr. Leslie M. Chaffee, returned
in April to Cameroon, West Africa, to be
present at the dedication of the new Chjl-
dren's Ward at Banso in memory of her
husband. Dr. and Mrs. Chaffee served as
medical missionaries in Kumba at the Ban-
so Baptist Hospital from 1948 to 1964.
They returned again to Africa in 1973 and
served for 10 months until Dr. Chaffee
contracted viral pneumonia which re-
sulted in a fatal cardiac arrest.

Recently, “Mrs. Chaffee Sunday” was
observed at Cypress Baptist Church. She
(pictured) shared some of her slides and
past experiences in Africa. A special offer-

ing was taken to assist her with traveling
expenses, and the youth of the church
held a garage sale with proceeds going to
the trip fund. The Rev. Kenneth Schmu-
land is pastor of Cypress Baptist. (Ellen
Moore, reporter.)

On the evening of
Jan. 28, 1979, Temple Baptist Church wit-
nessed a joint baptismal service with the
daughter church, Brooks Baptist Church.
Pastor Norman Dreger, Temple Baptist,
baptized six candidates, and Pastor Edwin
Broadway, Brooks Baptist Church, bap-
tized three adults. A fellowship lunch was
served after the service.

During the morning service on February
4, the six newly baptized people, plus four
others who came by transfer of letter,
gave their testimonies and favorite Bible
verses. The hand of fellowship was ex-
tended to them before the communion
service. We praise the Lord for Pastor
Dreger, who faithfully proclaims the Word
of God. (Christina Schatz, reporter.)

( On Feb. 10, 1979, the
annual valentine banquet was held at the

Grace Baptist Church. The men's brother-
hood cooked the meal, and the young peo-
ple served. The tables were beautifully
decorated; the people ate by candlelight.
Leona Hutton provided the special music;
Lloyd Omdahl was master of ceremonies.
Pastor Robert Penner led the people in
prayer. (Mrs. Bonita J. Shambaugh, re-
porter.)

On Sunday evening, Feb.
25, 1979, a special farewell service was
held at First Baptist Church for Pastor Ken
MacDonald, his wife and family, who
moved to Meadowlark Baptist Church, in
Edmonton, AB, April 1.

Pastor Ken and Marg came to Arnprior
Sept. 1, 1973, from the N.A.B. Seminary,
Sioux Falls, SD. Over the past five and a
half years, their ministry has been ap-
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preciated.
A plaque was presented by Pastor Ken

to Don Walmsley in appreciation of his
technical composition of the Church’s
ministry on both CJET, Smith Falls, and
CKOB, Renfrew. The Rev. Wilmer Quiring,
Eastern Area secretary, was the guest
speaker for the evening.

Pastor Ken reflected on some of the
highlights of the years together: the radio
ministry, bus ministry, the addition of a
new Christian education unit, our growing
sister church in Ottawa (Nepean Baptist),
summer camp, and the spirit of oneness

among the community churches. A paint-
ing and a special memory album were pre-

sented to Ken and Marg. (Rosalie Russett,
reporter.)

ARNPRIOR, ON. The choir of First Baptist
Church presented John W. Peterson’s
cantata, “‘Jesus Is Coming,”" on February
18, under the direction of Mrs. Linda Pur-
vis, accompanied by Mrs. Cheryl Mielke on
the piano.

This excellent presentation in music
was enjoyed by members of the various
local churches and the people of the com-
munity. (Rosalie Russett, reporter.)

i I
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WESLEY R. DICKAU was born Dec. 1, 1925
and died Nov. 28, 1978. He was converted
and baptized at a young age. Survivors in-
clude his loving children, his loving
mother, two brothers, a sister-in-law, and
many relatives. Pastor Larry Parker and
Pastor Rosenkrantz officiated at the
funeral service at the Calvary Baptist
Church, Wetaskiwin, AB. Beautiful songs
were sung by his youngest daughter and
by Leroy Dickau.

MRS. DENA JURRENS, born Jan. 3, 1894,
died Jan. 1, 1979. On Feb. 24, 1926, she
married Harm Jurrens of Little Rock, IA.
They moved to George, |A, where she
spent the rest of her life. She loved the
Lord and was a faithful witness. Survivors
are her daughter, Hattie, and two sisters:
Mrs. Martha Hass and Mrs. Jennie Heeren.
She was preceded in death by her parents,
her husband, one infant daughter, eight
sisters, and two brothers. The Rev. Morris
Motley of Central Baptist Church of-
ficiated at the funeral service.

JACOB H. KRUSE, born Nov. 25, 1893,
died Jan. 3, 1979, at the age of 85. He mar-
ried Etta Jurrens, Feb. 28, 1920. He was an
active and faithful member of Central Bap-
tist Church, George, IA, serving as church
treasurer for many years. He was active in
the George area and served as director on
the local cooperatives. Survivors are two
sons: Harold J. and Glenn; one daughter,
Ina Faye; seven grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild. He was preceded in
death by his parents, four brothers, three
sisters, and his wife, Etta. The Rev. Morris
Motiey officiated at the funeral service
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KATHRENA GRENZ HOLZWARTH, 85, of
Mound City, SD, was born near Artas, SD,
on Aug. 26, 1893, and died Feb. 24, 1979.
On July 7, 1913, she married Wilhelm
Holzwarth in Eureka. They farmed in
Campbell County until 1946 when they
moved into Mound City. In 1976 Mrs.
Holzwarth became a resident of the Good
Samaritan Center in Herreid and later in
Selby. She accepted Christ as her Savior
in 1931 and was baptized into the fel-
lowship of the Herreid Baptist Church.
She is survived by two sons: Ervin and
Raymond; four daughters: Martha Aman,
Lydia Heinrich, Mathilda Brockel and Irene
Lutz; 20 grandchildren; 24 great-grand-
children; three brothers: John, Alfred and
Henry Grenz, and three sisters: Mathilda
Guthmiller, Martha Ackerman, and Marie
Biel. Mr. Holzwarth predeceased her in
1963. Pastor Edward Kopf officiated at the
funeral service.

ALBERT LEPPKE, 75, Carrington, ND, was
born in Hillsboro, KS, on Jan, 8, 1904, and
died Feb. 19, 1979. On Oct. 11, 1931, he
married Emma Rosenau at McClusky. He
was a member of Calvary Baptist Church,
Carrington, where he was a dedicated
worker and a deacon of the Church. Sur-
vivors include his wife, Emma; two sons:
Dewayne, Portage, MI, and Robert, West
Chicago, IL; five grandchildren; three
sisters: Mrs. Herbert Leidahl, Mrs. Frank
Bass, Mrs. Arnold Sirotiak, and two
brothers: Arnold and Harold. The Rev.
Frank Unruh and the Rev. Howard
Westland officiated at the funeral service.

MRS. EMMA B. LOHR was born July 22,
1878, in Bromberg, Germany, and died
Jan. 21, 1979. With her parents she came
to live in Chicago, IL in 1881, where she
spent her childhood and youth. Mrs. Lohr
accepted the Lord as her personal Savior
at First German Baptist Church (Foster
Avenue Baptist) where she was baptized
and became a member. She married Dr.
George Lohr in 1900. Following the wed-
ding, they moved to St. Paul, MN, where
they had their first church ministry. Later

they served churches in Minonk, IL;
Chicago, IL; Avon, SD; St. Joseph, MI, and
Emery, SD. They moved to Lodi in 1924
where Dr. Lohr was pastor of First Baptist
Church for 13 years. Mrs. Lohr assisted
her husband in church activities, taught
Sunday school and served as leader of the
Women's Missionary Society effectively.
Predeceasing her were a daughter, Lydia,
in infancy; her son, Milton, in 1953 and her
husband in 1937. Mrs. Lohr has made her
home with her son, Calvin. Her 100th
birthday was celebrated at Temple Baptist
Church, July 1978. She is survived by three
sons: Elmer, Homer, and Calvin, all of
Lodi; two brothers: Adolph and Irving
Milodoch; a sister, Lillian Mollhagen; one
grandson, and four great-grandchildren.
Mrs. Lohr was a gentle, Christian lady, be-
loved by all who knew her. She made her
impact of Christian testimony through her
dedication and faithfulness in perfect at-
tendance of all services until she was
physically unable to come. Her gracious
smile and soft spokenness have blessed
all who knew her.

ROBERT MATTIS, 87, Avon, SD, born May
25, 1891, near Avon, died Feb. 3, 1979. At
age seventeen, he moved to Wilton, ND,
with his parents, returning to Avon in
1920. He married Laura Radack Oct. 8,
1921. He committed his life to Christ at
age 33; this decision was the foundation
for the remaining years of his life. He was
baptized, joined Avon Baptist Church and
remained faithful and active yntj| his
health did not permit him to attend. In
1943 they moved to California and lived in
Vallejo and Lodi for 27 years: then they
returned to Avon to retire. Survivors in-
clude his widow; three sons: Robert, Marlo
and William of California; one sister, Mrs.
Gustina Doran; one stepson, Darell of
Yankton; ten grandchildren, and twelve
great-grandchildren. The Rev. Henry Lang
officated at funeral services.

REV. JAKE W. NEUDORF, born Nov. 14,
1927, in Osler, SK, died on Jan. 15, 1979, at
the age of 51 years. After receiving Jesus
Christ as his personal Savior, and receiv-
ing his training at Prairie Bible Institute

and Two Rivers Bible Institute, he was or-
dained on June 6, 1954. He pastored chur-
ches in Bluewing, MB; Davidson, SK, and
the N.A.B. Conference churches in Fen-
wood, SK; Creston, BC, and Prince

George, BC, where his last pastorate was
the Fort George Baptist Church. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Doreen, whom he mar-
ried Aug. 24, 1956; five children: Jerry,
Gail, Vance, Karen, and Ardice; two
sisters: Mrs. Ruth Buhler and Mrs. Anne
Klassen; five brothers: Abe, Peter, Dave,
Bill, and George, and his stepmother, Mrs.
Susie Neudorf. As a much loved husband,
father, brother, son, pastor, and friend, he
will be greatly missed. Officiating at the
funeral service at Fort George Baptist
Church was the Rev. Ed Klingenberg.

FLORENCE (GIEDD) REISER was born
Sept. 2, 1931, to Fred and Bertha Giedd at
Turtle Lake, ND. She grew up near Wash-
burn. She married Orin Reiser, June 19,
1954; they lived in Washburn. The entire
family has been very active in the Wash-
burn Baptist Church of which they are
members. Florence lost her life in a two-
car accident in a blinding snowstorm, Dec.
29, 1978. She is survived by her husband,
Orin, at home; two sons: Steven, Grand
Forks, and Douglas, at home; two sisters:
Mrs. Irvin (Melinda) Schmid, Washburn,
and Mrs. Donald (Gladys) Walz, Bismarck;
and her mother, Mrs. Bertha Giedd,
Washburn. The funeral service was con-
ducted by the Rev. R. H. Zepik of Bismarck
in the absence of the Rev. Bernard
Edinger, pastor.

THEODORE SCHAEFFER, 70, of Herreid,
SD, was born in Cambell County, SD, on
June 7, 1908, and died on Feb. 20, 1979. He
married Ottilia Knoblich on March 2, 1929.
They farmed in Campbell County until
1972 when they moved into Herreid. He ac-
cepted Christ as his personal Savior dur-
ing the ministry of God's Volunteers in
1971 and was baptized into the fellowship
of the Herreid Baptist Church. He is sur
vived by his wife; two sons: Elton and

Donley; two daughters: llene Knoeple and
Lyla Diede; eight grandchildren and three
sisters. Pastor Edward Kopf officiated at
the funeral service.

MRS. KATHARINE SIGLE was born in
Monroe Township, NJ, on April 17, 1892,
and died on Feb. 16, 1979. She was a
member of First Baptist Church of James-
burg and had been a Sunday school
teacher for more than 40 years. Katharine
had an abiding faith in her Lord and lived
that faith in all facets of her life. Her hus-
band, Raymond, preceded her in death in
1965. Katharine is survived by three
daughters: Mrs. Evelyn Urciuoli of Orwell,
VT, Mrs. Bernice Schroeder of Hights-
town, NJ, and Mrs. Margaret Norem of
New Milford, CT; two brothers: Emil
Weisert of Helmetta, NJ, and William
Weisert of Tallahassee, FL; six grand-
children and one great-granddaughter.

EDWARD SMULAND was born in Poland
May 25, 1910, as the third son of Gottlieb
and Natalia Schmuland. During the early
teens of his life, he was saved, baptized
and received into the membership of the
Baptist Church of Fenwood, SK. In 1941
he married Miss Dorothy Climo. This
union was blessed with five children. One
son preceded his father in death at an ear-
ly age. He died March 3, 1979, at the age of
68 years, nine months and six days. Sur-
vivors include his loving wife, Dorothy;
son, Douglas of Gibbons, AB; daughters:
Mrs. Margaret Boyer of Kelowna, Mrs.
Janice Lamarre and Miss Joyce Smuland,
both of Edmonton, AB; four grandchildren;
seven brothers: Sam, Alfred, Reinhardt,
Benjamin, Henry, Daniel and Oscar; his
sister, Mrs. Adele Burke of Kelowna, BC, a
half-brother Bill, and half-sisters: Julia,
Emma, Helen and Ottilia. The Rev. Richard
Hohensee and the Rev. Henry Smuland of-
ficiated at the funeral service.

ADELINE RUTH STEEN, Buffalo Center,
IA, born to Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Buseman, Ju-
ly 23, 1914, at Canistota, SD, died Feb. 9,
1979. She accepted Christ at age thirteen,
was baptized, and joined the Spring Valley
Baptist Church. She transferred her mem-
bership to First Baptist Church in Buffalo
Center in 1942, where she remained a
faithful member as well as active member
of the Ladies’ Mission Band. On Dec. 9,
1959, she married George Steen. Survivors
include her husband, George; one step-
son, Gerald, and his wife; one stepgrand-
son, and one sister, Mrs. Aeilt (Clara)
Brass. The Rev. Ralph Chandler officiated
at the funeral service.

DR. M. VANDERBECK, born Jan. 27, 1895,
in Badum, Groningen Netherlands, died
Feb. 25, 1979. His family came to America
in 1910 and settled in Michigan. He was or-
dained in the Belden Avenue Baptist

Church, Chicago, IL, in 1927. He was a
missionary to the Zuni Tribe of Pueblo In-
dians in New Mexico and a religious work
director at Indian schools in Albuquerque
and Santa Fe, NM, and Lawrence, KS. In
1938 he became pastor of Bible Baptist
Church, La Crosse, WI, and served for 10
years. In 1967 he returned as the visitation
pastor of the church and was also a
volunteer chaplain at the St. Francis
Hospital. He was also pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, West Union, IA. Besides La
Crosse, he had pastorates in Mauston and

Sheboygan, WI, and Chicago, IL, and had
been an evangelist for several years in
Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, and North
and South Dakota. He was also adminis-
trator of Central Baptist Home, Norridge,
IL. In 1960 he became an interim pastor for
the North American Baptist Conference.
He married Nellie Meulendyk in Grand
Rapids, MI, on April 24, 1924, Survivors in-
clude his wife; a daughter, Mrs. Walter
(LaVerne) Samb of La Crosse, WI; a son,
the Rev. H. John Vanderbeck of Norris-
town, PA, and three grandchildren. Two
brothers and a sister preceded him in
death. He was a member of Bible Baptist
Church of La Crosse, WI. The Rev. William
H. Heisler Jr., officiated at the service.

JOSEPH WERRE, 77, Grand Forks, ND,

born in Glickstall, Russia, Aug. 4, 1901,

died Jan. 22, 1979. He married Elizabeth

Balogh on May 29, 1927, at Grand Forks.

She died Jan. 23, 1975. Mr. Werre was bap-

tized in 1918 and became a member of

Grace Baptist Church where he cheerfully
and faithfully served the Lord in many
capacities. He is survived by four children:
Joseph, Jr., Rochester, MN: Mrs. Milton
(Marie) Derman, Grand Forks, ND: Mrs.
Tom (Shirley) Joyner, Dale City, VA, and
Leonard, Florissant, MO; 14 grandchil-
dren; two great-grandchildren; two broth-
ers; six sisters, and his mother, Mrs.
Jacob Werre, Sr., Grand Forks. The Rev
Robert Penner officiated at the memoria
service.
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POLAND BAPTISTS

REVIEW 1978

- WARSAW—Two new congregations
in Glogow and Klodzko were formed last
year, bringing churches in the Baptist
Umpn of Poland to 54 with 97 preaching
stations, a 1978 review states.

The review, signed by the Union
Gent-:ral' Secretary Adam Piasecki and
President Michal Stankiewicz, forecasts
that construction of church buildings in
Krynica and Bielsk-Podlaski will be com-
pleted this year. Preparation is being
made for new buildings in Gdansk, Elb-
lag, Chelm and Katowice, along with re-
novation plans elsewhere.

All congregations held evangelistic
weeks during last year, but the October
campaign of U. S. Evangelist Billy
Graham was called the ‘‘greatest event in
Polish mission history.”

This was because for the first time in
Poland, all Christian churches coop-
erated in evangelistic work, although
Baptists handled organization of the ten-
day, ten-meeting visit, the report stated.
““We are very glad the Lord accepted our
fasting and prayers, and sent his blessing
upon our country. We also are glad that
Dr. Robert S. Denny, general secretary of
the Baptist World Alliance, was in
Poland at this time,”” the leaders said.

The Union reported printing for the
Graham crusade: 10,000 copies of a
booklet on Dr. Graham and his ministry;
5,000 copies each of Graham’s books,
“Peace with God,” ‘““How to Be Born
Again,”” and ““The Seven Deadly Sins;”
5,000 copies of a special crusade hymn-
book for use in the four Roman Catholic

Churches where he preached; advertising
posters for church display, and a bro-
chure describing the crusade.

In other publication activity the month-
ly magazine, ‘‘Slowo Prawdy” (Word of
Truth) was expanded to 32 pages from the
previous 24-page format; the Barf:lay's
New Testament Commentary was intro-
duced by printing Matthew, Romans,
Corinthians and Acts; a new hymnbook
and several other titles were produced.

(The Union made up special
editions— 10,000 copies each—of the Sep-
tember and October ‘‘Slowo Prawdy’’ is-
sues for distribution during the Graham
campaign.) )

In addition to the Union’s quarter-hour
radio broadcast, carried weekly over
Radio Monte Carlo since 1969, another
15-minute program was begun last year
with a corresponding increase in literature
and Bibles sent to listeners.

Graduation of eleven students from the
Baptist Seminary in Warsaw an‘d one of
the Polish students at the Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Ruesch-likon, Swit-
zerland, were other educational events
which the report mentioned. Several stu-
dents continue their studies at the Semi-
nary. Nine youth and children’s camps
provided ‘‘rewarding spiritual experi-
ences.”’

CONTACT POSSIBILITIES

EXTENDED
MASSY, France—Producers of ‘““‘Au

Rhythme de la Vie”” (In the Tempo of
Life), radio programme of the French
Baptist Federation, have started direct
contact with listeners.

By dialing 01 920 8400 at any hour of
the day or night, listeners may hear a
brief telephone message, then record their
address to receive Bibles, literature and
programme materials or to make an ap-

pointment for counseling.

During each Thursday evening broad-
cast, they may telephone for pastoral or
practical information. Programme per-
sonnel will stand by the incoming group
lines then to answer calls directly. This
service will allow greater variety of for-
mat, such as Bible questions and answers,
listener dialogue and special broadcasts.

Hearers also will receive the monthly
Baptist publication, ‘‘Croire et Servir,”
which carries news of the Federation’s
congregations and activities.

ISLAND WITH CHRISTIAN
HISTORY TO BE SOLD

IONA ISLAND—From lona, St. Co-
lumbia, is said to have begun the conver-
sion of Scotland to Christianity in the
year 563.

Now the island is being offered for sale
by its owner, the Duke of Argyll, in order
to pay taxes. About 90 people live on
slightly over ten square kilometers, work-
ing at fishing, farming and tourism.

FIRST WOMAN ORDAINED

TAVOY, Burma—During celebrations
marking the 150th anniversary of the first
convert here, the first woman in the his-
tory of the Karen Baptist Convention—T.
Rebecca Shee, was ordained.

More recently, at Taguzeik, Karens of
the Delta marked the 150th anniversary
of the Bassein district’s first convert with
a baptismal service for 600 new believers.
“They emerged out of the muddy creek
looking like water buffaloes!" said the
Rev. Victor San Lone of the Burma Bap-
tist Convention.

Last year more than 6,200 persons were
baptized in the Irrawaddy River during
the Kachin Baptist Convention’s Centen-—
nial service.

... LEVEL OF FAITH
(Continued from page 7)

Christians, we also put our faith in the cross of Christ. But
too many of us stop there. How many of us have faith
enough to take up a cross of our own? Most crosses are
borne by people who have no choice. It is not a voluntary

that Samson and Rahab are among this distinguished
company leaves us with the impression that a broad defini-
tion of faith has little if anything to do with morality.

show-off,

cross. We have been brain-washed with so much positive
and possibility thinking that we are led into a success-

oriented Christianity. Faith in a cross is often displaced by

acrown of success.

Faith can be defined in very broad terms, for it brings in-
to focus every aspect of life. One of the best definitions is
found in the familiar words of Hebrews 11:1, “‘Now faith
means that we are confident of what we hope for, con-
vinced of what we do not see’’ (Moffatt). [ have purposely
ev_aded the King James version because of its emphasis ‘‘of
!h{ngs hoped for.” Our minds are often too much on
things when we think of faith; even though the chapter

Thes? are not ideal personalities to be held up as examples
o_f faith. Nplhing is said about Rahab giving up her profes-
sion, nor is Samson criticized for being a playboy and a

FAITH AS COOPERATION WITH GOD

Faith is cooperation with God. When we put our abso-

focuses faith primarily on pioneers, heroes and martyrs. It
does not necessarily refer to salvation by faith. The fact
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lute trust in him, it gives God the right to put his absolute
trust in us. “God will do everything you cannot do in order
that you may live: he will do nothing that you can do in
ordgr _thal you may grow.”’ This quote, expressed by a
Christian psychiatrist, gives us enough insight to realize
that faith also means work—cooperative work.

It may be difficult to cooperate with God when circum-
stances are against us. But how much faith is necessary

(Continued on page 31)

[

)

B Mr. Jim Zurbriggen, a 1979 graduate
of the North American Baptist Seminary,
has accepted the call to be pastor of the
Calvary and First Baptist Churches of
Killaloe, ON, effective July 1, 1979.

B The Rev. Allan Strohschein has ac-
cepted the call to be pastor of Sierra
Heights Baptist Church, Renton, WA, ef-
fective July 1, 1979. He has been pastor
of Faith Baptist Church, Minneapolis,
MN, since 1969.

B Brandon Valley Baptist Church is the
official name chosen for the Church Ex-

tension project in Brandon, SD, where
the Rev. Mervin Kramer is pastor.

B Dr. Arthur Patzia, pastor of Ebenezer
Baptist Church, Vancouver, BC, since
1974, has accepted the position of as-
sociate professor of New Testament at
Bethel Seminary, St. Paul, MN, effective
July 1, 1979.

B The Rev. Eberhard Hees has accepted
the pastorate of Ellice Avenue Baptist
Church, Winnipeg, MB, effective July
31, 1979. He has been pastor of Moose-
horn Baptist Church, MB, since 1973.

B The Rev. John Rasko of Sherwood
Park Baptist Church, Greeley, CO, re-
signed as pastor effective June 1, 1979.
He has been pastor there since 1977.

B The Rev. Robert Hess accepted the
pastorate of First Baptist Church, Au-
burn, MI, effective May 15, 1979. He has
been pastor of Village Green Baptist
Church, Glen Ellyn, IL, since 1970.

B The Rev. Albert Epp resigned as
pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church,
Corn, OK.

The Baptist World Alliance (BWA) is
seeking permission to bring ‘‘a small in-
ternational delegation’ of Baptists to the
people’s Republic of China *‘for the pur-
pose of expressing international fellow-
ship, peace, and greetings to our fellow
believers.”

Robert S. Denny, general secretary of
BWA, said he is in correspondence with
officials of the World Religion Institute
at Beijing (Peking), an office established
by the Chinese government for the study
of religions.

““The Baptist World Alliance is a vol-
untary association of 111 national Baptist
groups with a total membership of over
30 million,” Dr. Denny wrote. “‘Our peo-
ple live in more than 100 nations and en-
joy friendship and understanding without
regard to race, nationality or political
ideologies of the countries in which they
live.”

He explained that David Y. K. Wong
of Hong Kong, ‘‘who was born on the

mainland,” is president of the Alliance,
and that BWA’s 12 vice presidents are
from the various continents. He was
writing on Dr. Wong’s behalf.

““We are interested in re-establishing
friendly and peaceful relationships with
our fellow believers and all peoples of the
People’s Republic of China,’” Dr. Denny
said. He suggested a spring or summer
date for the proposed visit.

There were about 123,000 Baptist
Christians in China at the time the com-
munist government came to power in
1949. Reports indicate that personal re-
ligion has survived, though churches ap-
parently ceased to exist under the new
regime.

Dr. Denny said that BWA efforts to
renew relationships with Baptists in
China began as early as 1970, when V.
Carney Hargroves of Philadelphia, was
clected president of the Alliance. Dr.
Hargroves had once taught school in
China.

Dr. Wong was privileged to visit China
as an individual in October 1975, shortly
after his election as BWA president.
William R. Tolbert, president of the
Republic of Liberia and a former presi-
dent of BWA (1965-70), was able to meet
with a small group of Christians during
an official state visit to China in July
1978. OJ

wiith bruno

I bought myself a two-story house; the
real estate broker told me one story

before I bought it and another story after-
ward.

Intellectual: One who can listen to the
“William Tell Overture’ without think-
ing of the Lone Ranger.

They say a fool and his money are soon
parted. What puzzles me is how they got
together in the first place.

Exhausted jogger: ‘““The doctor said jog-
ging would add years to my life. He was
right. I feel 10 years older already.”
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Plain Talk

The month of May is usually thought of
as ““family month.”” Not only does Moth-
er’s Day fall in that month, but churches
and civic clubs alike plan various kinds of
programs and activities in May.

What can we as individuals contribute
toward the family? My three children will
be honoring their mother on Mother’s
Day, and also I will try to be at my best,
at least on that day. Yet I feel that there
should be more emphasis on family rela-
tionships during this month. How can
this be done? In the past we have tried
various ways to strengthen this relation-

ship. Some of these ways have been suc-
cessful; others may not have brought
much improvement. Is there a simple,
sure-fire rule that can guarantee us a
smoother functioning family life?

[ have thought about this for a number
of weeks and did not seem to come to any
satisfactory conclusion. But just today, as
I sat down to write this editorial, it sud-
denly dawned on me that I might have
been searching in the wrong direction. I
realized that high-sounding resolutions
will not bring about better relationships,
but rather simple key sentences and words
in our everyday contacts.

Let me explain what | mean and list
four suggestions.

Take, for instance, the expression, “J
am sorry.”” This sentence was never
spoken by Jesus Christ. He did not have
to say it, because he was without short-
comings and sin. I, on the other hand,
have had to use it numberless times. My
father had taught me that the “‘I'm
sorry”’ indicates an awareness of my error
and also an awareness of others who have
been hurt by my actions. It comes closest
to the petition of the Lord’s Prayer: “*

. and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors’ (Mt. 6:12). By say-
ing “‘I am sorry,”” 1 am taking away any
pretense of superiority and show that I
am strong enough not to be crushed by
being honest with myself and confessing
error. It proves that I don’t shy away
from the light but can face the mirror.

“I appreciate you.’’ Often, we get so
busy that we forget how dependent on
others we are. Jesus Christ said it bluntly,

““Without me you can do nothing’” (John
15:5). But even without other people we
often cannot do it alone. Few of us have
the stamina to live the life of a hermit. We
need each other in a family. We feed each
other. We need those with whom we share
work, activities and interests. Let’s tell
them that we appreciate them. )

“What is your opinion?”’ This question
is the easiest road to learning . . . picking
the brain of other family members . - -
being given the worth of another’s think-
ing. This key sentence not only guaran-
tees success in a committee meetix}g, but 1t
also keeps the channels of family com-
munications open. Putting the same ques-
tion before Christ guarantees much more:
the direction of the Holy Spirit who ““will
guide you into all truth”’ (John 16:13).

“I need you.”’ To some these three
words are the hardest words ever to utter.
We are proud, too proud to admit that we
need help. But when we finally admit that
we need help, it has a healing effect.
Whether we make this statement 10 a
friend, a family member, or to God, we
can count on a reaction. And in the case
of God, we have his promise: ‘‘Call upon
me in the day of trouble; I will deliver
you, and you shall glorify me” (Psalm
50:15).

Four simple sentences help us in our
family relationships. We use them in our
prayers to God. Wouldn’t we be wise to
use them also in our family? If we are
looking for ways to improve our home
life, these four short utterances are a
good way to start. Let’s use them and
find out if they work for us. RJIK

letters to the editor

Dear Editor:
Please accept my delayed subscription
renewal. We as family have to tell you

how much we enjoy your (our) magazine.
And we don’t care what others may say.
As for us, it is a good Christian magazine
with fine articles and reports of our
churches and of our Conference, which
keeps us in the tie of greater fellowship.
Bert Wildner, Cleveland, OH

Dear Editor:

A new Christian magazine, *“‘BEFORE
THE RAPTURE"’, is gathering material
for its first issue. This is an annual mag-
azine for Christians of all denominations,

for those who have long followed the
light of Christ, and those who are new to
The Way. Emphasis will be placed on
Christian poetry, but articles, personal
experience testimonies, reviews and
graphics will also be included. The first
issue is planned to appear in September
1979. Those who wish to submit writings
or artwork are warmly encouraged to do
so. Send your material, along with a self-
addressed, stamped return envelope to:
Before the Rapture Press

P.O. Box A3604

Chicago, Illinois 60690

... LEVEL OF FAITH
(Continued from page 28)
when all the circumstances are in our favor? Imagine your-
self in Paul’s place: ““And when neither sun nor stars ap-
peared in many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all
hope that we should be saved was then taken away’’ (Acts
27:20). Did he lose faith? Not at all. *“For I believe God
that it shall be even as it was told me’’ (verse 25). The
Master does care whether you perish or not (Mark 4:38).
Jesus said to Thomas, ‘. . . blessed are they that have
not seen, and yet have believed’’ (John 20:29b). This kind
of faith seems so undramatic: no signs, no wonders, no
miracles, no voices, no visions. Many would rather go
back more than three thousand years and throw the fleece
out with Gideon. If they prefer to go back, why not go
back farther—to Abraham—*‘‘who by faith went out, not
knowing where he went’’ (Heb. 11:8).

EXERCISE YOUR FAITH
Leighton Ford said, ‘“‘Jesus loves you just the way you

are, but he loves you too much to let you stay the way you
are.”

In the same way, Jesus honors the faith you now have,
but he cares so much about you that he wants you to grow
in faith. When Jesus said, ‘‘Blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet have believed,”” he presented an ideal. These
ideals are often difficult to reach. But he purposely sets his
ideals and principles so high, because there is always room
for growth, a challenge to reach. att, a desire to go farther,
deeper and higher. With Robert"Bmwning we can say, ‘‘A
man’s reach ought to exceed his grasp, or what’s a heaven
for.”” Or listen to William Newton Clark: “‘Faith is the
daring of the soul to go farther than it can see.”

No matter what level of faith you exercise, God will
honor it, because he said, ‘‘according to your faith be it
unto you’’ (Matt. 9:29). As you exercise your faith on a
lower level, don’t stay there. Step up to the next level, and
keep on going higher as you “‘Dream the impossible
dream, reach the unreachable star, fight the unbeatable
foe...!” O

HELP! . ..

(Continued from page 17)

there, and he knew the end was up. He had an inner con-
tentment and peace that nobody else seemed to have. Saint
Paul says it succinctly, when he declares, ‘“The Lord hath
not given us the spirit of fear: but of POWER” . . . (I
Tim. 1:7), and “Who shall separate us from the love of

Chri_st? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword’’ cause us to be
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helpless? ‘‘Nay, in all these things we are MORE THAN
CONQUERORS through him that loved us’’ (Rom.
8:35-38).

When He is invited to do so, Jesus Christ will enter your
life, and his power will be released through you, trans-
forming your lack of self-control, strengthening you to
face temptation, and stabilizing you against every tribula-
tion. He is a friend for our loneliness, the fulfillment of
our emptiness, and the fortitude for our helplessness. [

WOMANS WORLD
(Continued from page 15)

not be the legacy of a child. It is a good
feeling to know that you've reached out
and touched a life and helped it along.

The question Les and I hear most often
is, ““How can you let them go?” All
parents come to this point. We believe
God has called us to his ministry, and we
know they will leave when they come.
With the Lord helping, we try to intro-
duce each child to Jesus. God promises
his Word will not return void. He prom-
ises that no man can pluck his children
from his hand. He is faithful, and as they
leave, we know they are in his care. So al-
though it is not easy, it can give us joy
knowing just as he picked them to come,
he has a special timetable for them to
leave in his love.

Conference

Corner

by Myrtle Ertis,
Edmonton, AB

A year in advance, | mark the Conference
dates as red letter days on my calendar.
Time off from work, from church re-
sponsibilities, etc. must be arranged, and
detailed planning becomes exciting.

Just as a holiday can be a boost to your
everyday life, so a Conference ‘‘week of
Sundays’’ can lift you from routine spir-
itual living and challenge you with new
goals and new ways to accomplish them.

Fellowship with old friends and making
new ones is another Conference oppor-
tunity. It is a great reunion of our spir-
itual family, including the excitement of

meeting the ““new additions.””

It also offers time for sharing—for re-
viewing past experiences, evaluating
them, and drafting plans for an exciting
future.

Conference time can be a mountain-top
experience. Of course, it will mean com-
ing down again: a return to the valley.
But consider the view from the heights.
This sight may fill you with awe and sur-

prise you by the splendor of the lower
level where you spend much of your time
and do most of your work. You can re-
turn, with joy, to patiently plant or pro-
duce, build roads and bridges, or
whatever your lot, with the new knowl-
edge that though your view may be
blocked, the beauty is still there. Your
Conference experience will flood your
memory and reassure you!

. . . DISCOVERING
(Continued from page 12)

doors. There is a preparation period be-
fore the service. I have to begin ahead of
time to change gears and prepare to wor-
ship God whether it be through prayer or
Bible study. For me, it is impossible to

adequately worship God, if my mind is
still thinking about how I had to rush to
get ready for church, or if I bring my
weekly problems to church without the
intention of giving them to God.

Preparing for worship is as important
as preparing for a test. The results depend
on our preparation. [J

PUTTING IT TOGETHER
(Continued from page 12)

Confessing guilt which is not clearly
related to acts of sin brings no peace or
sense of forgiveness. There are no clear-
cut scriptural examples of what I am talk-
ing about, but I feel, anyone who has
guilt feelings needs to talk about them to

someone. So let’s take James 5:16 literal-
ly: ““Therefore, confess your sins to one
another and pray for one another, that
you may be healed.”

There is no doubt in my mind that if we
in the Christian community become open
with each other and share feelings of joy
and sorrow, fears and anxieties, ‘“‘we will
be healed’” and we’ll feel free to ex-
perience Christian joy. [

The Bethel Baptist Church of Wind-
sor, ON, will observe their 25th an-
niversary May 19-20, 1979. All
friends are cordially invited to par-
ticipate.

“The East Olds Baptist Church of
Olds, Alberta, is celebrating its 50th
anniversary on June 30 and July 1,
1979, An invitation is extended to all
former members and friends.”

—Mrs. Ivy Weiss

BETHANY
BAPTIST CHURCH
OF PORTLAND, OREGON

will celebrate the 100th anniversary
of its founding, June 21-24, 1979,

The Centennial Committee and the
members of the church extend a cor-
dial invitation to all former members
and friends to join us in celebrating
this happy occasion.
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" CONSIDER YOUR ROOTS! )

Dr. Frank H. Woyke, former North American Baptist Conference
executive secretary, has written a definitive history of the North
American Baptist Conference. This exciting study of our religious
heritage is being published under the title

Pre-Publication Price— 5% 95 pius $1.50 postage & packaging
Regulal’ Price— plus $1.50 postage & packaging

Take advantage of the $2.00.savings and order your book NOW!
Pre-publication offer expires July 10, 1979. The author will
autograph all copies under this offer.

ORDER FORM

Yes, | want to take advantage of the pre-publication price of $9.95 ($2.00 off
regular price) on the book offer:

Send me __ book(s). | am enclosing $9.95 (U.S. funds) plus $1.50 for postage and packaging
per book. Check or money order must be enclosed with the order.

Name Street
City T Zip - o o
[0 Send ____ book(s)to above address.

[J Send _ book(s) to the following address:

Name Street

City ) ZTp
Send order form to Communications Department
1 So. 210 Summit Avenue

\ Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 _/




