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1980 BWA 
Congress Sets 

Program Theme 
WA SH INGTON - "Celebrating 

Christ' s Presence Through the 
Spirit" will be the theme of the 75th 
anniversary Baptist World Congress 
in T oronto, ON, July 8-13, 1980. 

Warren Magnuson, executive secre­
tary of the Baptist General Con fer­
ence and cha irma n of the congress 
program comm ittee, said that the 
theme was chosen to mark the con­
gress as a time for celebrat ion and as 
"an opportunity to dem onstrate a n 
excit ing and bold Christianity in 
today's world." 

The Toronto sessions will be the 
14th in a series o f congresses that 
began in London in 1905. An atten­
dance of at least 20,000 persons from 
80 countries is expected. Most 
meet ings wi ll be held in Maple Leaf 
Gardens, a sports area , with a fina l 
Sat urday nigh t session a t the Cana­
dian Exhibition Grounds. 

Magnuson said that his committee 
of 19 members from nine count ries is 
seeking program elements that will 
make the occasion " a time for in­
spirat ion, a time for information, a 
time for interaction a nd a time for 
instruction ." 

The program theme is based o n 
John 16: 13: " ... when the Spirit o f 
truth comes he wi ll lead you into all 
the truth. He will no t speak on his 
own but will tell you what he hears, 
a nd ~v i ii speak of thi ngs to come. " 

The T oronto comm itt ee o n loca l 
arrangements has urged that Baptis ts 
make the occasion a family affair . 
Reduced a ir fares will be an at trac­
tion for denominational leaders from 
overseas to bring their families wi th 
them. Campgrounds a nd tra iler parks 
in the T oronto environs a re being ar­
ranged to accommodate hundreds o f 
American fam ily groups who come in 
recreational vehicles and continue 
their trips into the Canadian nort h 
woods . 0 
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hurch history is based primarily on two words: "I 
believe. · . . . " Most of the tragedy and suffering through­
out the history of the church is based on "what I believe." 
Jesus proclaimed the message of faith by saying, " Believe 
on. me, and live." Thousands of his followers have pro­
cl_a1med the message of faith by saying , "Believe as I do or 
d1e, ... or be tort ured . .. or be excommunicated." 

The message of Paul to Timothy, " Fight the good fight 
of faith," is still practiced in many of our churches and 
denomi~ations, but it is often neither a good fight nor a 
good faith. According to Paul in I Corinthians 13 faith 
without love can be strong enou,gh to move mountai~s . But 
more often faith without love has built mountains that 
have separated Christians from one another and from 
God. 

: This treatise is not an attempt to base faith on theolog-
1cally debatable doctrines which were often a so urce of 
conflict and division in the

1 

past, and still are in the present. 
However, it is impossible to speak about faith without 
mentioning · or thinking of the word doctrine. After the 
baptism o f the Holy Spirit, the church "continued stead­
fastly in the apostles' doctrine ... " (Acts 2:42) . Pa ul sets 
forth the quali fications of a bishop by reminding him to 
"hold fas t the faith ful word as he has been taught, that he 
may be able by sound doctrine to exhort and convince .. " 
(Titus 1 :9). 

On the other hand, many people take their pet church 
doctrines so seriously that, while they do not burn each 
other a t the stake for heresy, they still burn with self-right­
eous indignation over the theological errors of their neigh­
bors. 

Emily Bronte, in one of her novels, describes an o ld 
manservant with these biting words: "He was, and is yet 
most likely, the most wearisome, sel f-righteous Ph arisee 
who ever ransacked the Bible to rake the promises to him­
self, and fling the curses to his neighbors." 

There are many people who believe the right things­
their doctrines are strung like beads on an unbreakable 
necklace-but have never experienced the fruit of the spirit 
such as love, joy and peace. In seeking a church home, 
most people are searching for relat ionships, warmth, love 
and concern, rather than cold , legalist ic, theological de­
tails. 

Those who have been infused wit h the love of God have 
returned from the conflict and admitted with Pogo of the 
comic st rip: "We have met the enemy, and he is us. " 

There is the danger, nevertheless, of trying to preserve a 
childlike love and faith that prevents Christains from hav­
ing to wrestle with the great doct rines of the Bible. Th is 
was, at least to a degree, the problem of eth ical theology in 
the 1920s, whose proponents proclaimed, "Not dead doc­
trine, but the living Lord." It was an ant i-dogma slogan 
that contained some truth. But they neglected the more 
mature truth that the living Lord demands doctrine, sound 
doctrine, and doctrine demands faith. 

The ethical theologians became extremely tolera nt , and 
many of their fo llowers became " laissez-faire" Christians. 
No doubt they would have agreed with the comedian who 
said , " Religiously, I 'm a Jehovah bystander. They wanted 
me to be a witness, but I didn't wan t to get involved ." 

The Rev. B. C. Schreiber, Forest Park, IL, is editor of 
Moments with God and part-time editorial assistant for the 
N.A. B. Stewardship and Communications Department. 
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Bud Wilkinson, the celebrated football coach, was asked 
what football contributed to li fe. "Not a thi ng ," he 
answered. The interviewer was surprised and asked him to 
ela bo rate. "Certainly," he said. "There are 22 men on the 
field who a re badly in need of rest, and there are 50,000 
people sitt ing in the stadium badly in need of exercise. " 

A Christian who neglects the great doctr ines of Scripture 
spends very little energy in exercising his faith. 

Some actually include faith itself in the category of doc­
trine. However, for all practical purposes, it wou ld be 
more m eaningful to list all doctr ines under th e heading of 
faith . 

Where is Your 
FAITH? 

by B. C. Schreiber 

T~is is not an attempt to categorize every doctr ine of 
Chnste~do~ , but to loo k at faith as a g rowing working 
and saving gift of the Holy Spirit. 

SEEING IS BELIEVING 

" ~onsider th~ low~st concept of faith: Seeing is believing. 
I _m _from Missouri; show me." But seeing is not a lways 

behe~i~g: Anyo.ne who has seen a m agician perform knows 
that 1t 1s 1mposs1ble to believe what you see. Ma ny a man in 
the desert was su~e he saw an oasis , but he died, because 
what he saw wasn t there; it was a mirage. 

No amo t f · · un o seeing will convince some people After 
Jesus' r r . . . esurrec ion, the d1sc1ples received this message: 

beh?ld, he goeth before you into Galilee. There ye 
shall see him_ · ·. ·"(Matt. 28:7). Dutifully they went up in­
to a ~ounta~n in Galilee, "And when they saw him, they 
worshiped h1_m, but some doubted" (Matt. 28 : 17). H ow­
ever• when 11 was necessary to strengthen th e fai th of 
T~omas, Jesus didn't hesitate to reveal hi mself, but not 
witho ut a challenge to strive for a higher degree of faith. 

A BARGAINING FAITH 
_When some C h_rist ians can' t see , they begin to bargain 

with <?~ct. Ja~ob is considered to be the first to practice a 
barga1~mg fa1_th. It is based on two words: if and then. "If 
G?d ~Ill be w11h me, and keep me in the way that I go, and 
wlil give r:i e bread to eat, a nd ra iment to pu t on, so that J 
come again to my father's ho use in peace; then sha ll the 
L?rd be my <?od: . .. and of all that thou shalt give me I 
wlil surely g ive the ten th unto thee" (Gen. 28:20-22). 
Act ua lly the Lord had already promised Jacob all th is and 
even more. Perhaps Jacob thought that his own g · 
would seal the bargain. enerosity 

There is no record of how J acob used the te th b 
can b f h" . n , ut we 

~sure o one t mg : if he had not kept his end of the 
?argam, future gener_ations would certainly have recorded 
11. The fact that the t11 he played such an important ro le in 
the O ld and _New_ Test_aments indicates that Jacob's vow 
':as strongly in~r~med in the religious life of th~ Jewish na­
tion and o f Chnst1anity as well. 

Even a cas ual l~ok at the bargain reveals the fac t that the 
scales were heavily weighed in J acob's favo r . He de-

manded a total and comprehensive life insurance policy at 
the lowest possible rate. In addition, he still had a ninety 
percent profit-taxfree. 

Surprisingly, God accepted the bargain without making 
any attempt to raise the rate. 

It is not unusual to see the bargaining faith at work to­
day. Countless Christians have been at the end of their 
rope, have gone bankrupt, and have been at death's door 
when the bargaining began. Their lives have been turned 
around; their businesses have become successful, and 
many have been brought back to li fe and faithfully served 
God for the rest of their years . More often then not, these 
saints have offered God much more than a tithe; they gave 
themselves to the Lord as a living sacrifice. 

FAITH BASED ON SIGNS AND WONDERS 
Some base their faith in God on signs and wonders. The 

if a nd then are also predominent. Gideon said, " If thou 
wilt save Israel by my hand, then let the fleece be wet with 
dew and the ground around it be dry ... then shall I know 
... a nd it was so" (Judges 6:36f). But this was not enough 
of a sign for Gideon. His scientific experiment had to pass 
an opposite test in order to prove its validity. 

Here again God answered according to Gideon's faith . 
It seem s strange that God would subject himself to man's 
testing rather than the other way around, but he must of­
ten work through man's limited fai th in order to prove that 
he is God. 

The Gideon experiment has never been shelved into the 
realm o f the obsolete. There are numerous Christians who 
st ill use the "sign method" in order to know God's will. It 
o ften borders on the magical. The more dramatic the sign 
the more sure they are of their faith in the will of God. 
T hey are pragmatic Christians : the truth of their faith is 
borne out by the fact that it works. 

LACK OF FAITH 
Strange as it may seem, God sometimes works in spite of 

the lack of faith. Jonah is a peculiar example. He preached 
the message of God throughout the length and breadth_ of 
Nineveh but hoped-almost desperately-that nothing 
would happen. He was like the comedian in_ his ~ct as a 
tim id salesman knocking on the door and saying, I hope 
there's nobody ho me; I hope; I hope; 1 hope. " . 

Jonah ends his story quite abruptly. _we ho~e It ha? a 
happier ending; otherwise we are left with the 1mpress1on 
that everybody was converted except the preacher. 

A FAITH THAT MAKES NO DE~ANDS 
There is another stage of faith that 1s frequently referred 

h ""f ot" fa1.tl1 " Shadrach, Meshach , and to as t e 1 n · · · · . 
Abednego answered the king . .. our God is ~ble to d~-
liver us from the burning fiery furnace . · . . but if not, be It 

k t thee O king, that we will not serve thy 
nown un o • . ,, f · h k d 
d "(Dan. 3: 16b). The "1f not a1t ma es no e-go s . . . . l . 

mands of God; it asks for no _spec1a protec11on n?r con-
sideration; it seeks no bargain. In n~at.ters of hfe and 

d ti l.t is totally and absolutely subm1ss1ve to God. Paul 
ea i , 'd "Wh h 1· expressed it beauti fully when he sa1 '. et _er we 1ve, 

we I've unto the Lord; whether we die, we die unto the 
Lor~ . There fore whether we li ve or die, we are the Lord's" 

(Rom. 14:8b). . . 
Such a high level of faith 1s seldom found a mong 

Christ's followers. They are attracted by dramatic rescues 
and miraculous last minute deliverances. James, who was 
killed by Herod, is seldom the subject of a sermon. On the 
other hand, Peter, who was miraculously delivered from 
prison, is held up as an ideal answer to faith and prayer. It 
lends itself much more readily to Bible study and sermoniz­
ing. There is no doubt that both James and Peter had an 
"if not" faith, but for all practical purposes, we prefer 
Peter's " i f not." 

A Christian who is miraculously cured from a terminal 
illness is often thought of as having more fai th than a 
Christ ian who dies from the same illness . 

WHAT LEADS TO FAITH? 
It was said of John the Baptist that "he did no miracle, 

but all things that John spoke of this man (Jesus) were 
true" (John 10:41). It is recorded that "many believed on 
him there." Faith is often associated with miracles; truth is 
not. Yet it was not the miraculous that led these believers 
to Jesus, but the truth. 

For many, especially in this age of the charismatic, fai th 
is based on emotion. "I feel; therefore I believe" is the 
conclusion of their syllogism. The major premise should 
rather be constructed in such a way that the conclusion 
reads, " I believe; therefore I feel." The next level would be 
even m ore meaningful: "I believe, therefore I know­
whether I feel it or not. " However, we cannot belittle the 
emotions, for they drive us to serve, to minister and to 
sacrifice. Faith must st ir the emotions to action . No matter 
how many "I believes" you may have in your list of doc­
trines, they will have very little effect unless they are fol ­
lowed by just as many" I do's." 

I consider myself to be a charismatic. No, I do not speak 
in tongues. Why should this always be the firs t question, as 
though charismatic and tongues are synonymous. The 
meaning of charisma is simply gift. It would be untruthful 
for me to den y that I have certain gifts of the Spirit. It 
would also be evidence of a false humili ty to put myself 
down . What I cannot understand is why a person who has 
the least of all gifts should be called a charismatic. The true 
charismatic is not one who has the least of all the gifts of 
the Spirit, but the one who has the more excellent gifts. In 
order to be able to use the gifts of the Spirit most effective­
ly, it is necessar y to have the fruit of the Spirit. And one of 
the m ost important fruits is faith. 

Faith is one of the key words in Scripture . Salvation by 
grace through faith is the foundation upon which the 
Christian life begins. We continue to grow and mature by 
faith, and ultimatel y we die by faith. No New Testament 
writer used the word faith more frequently than the Apos­
tle Paul. He talked about faith and lived by faith . His 
strongest categorical statement reminds us that we are 
saved by faith. When the jailer in P hilippi cried out, 
"What must I do to be saved?", he quickly replied 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt b~ 
saved" (Acts 16:30b). 

How would Paul have r~sponded to his own solution if 
someone had told him this before he started on his way to 
Damascus? It is a little puzzling when we try to think of 
how Paul was saved by faith. 

When a person sees a blinding light, is knocked off his 
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Testing Our 
Religious 

Experiences 
by Arthur G. Patzia 

Ours is an age in which increasing prominence is given to 
experience, feeling a nd emotion. Phrases li ke "if it feels 
good, do it," "try it, you 'II like it," "you owe it to your­
self," and "as long as it makes you happy, it's a ll right, " 
are part of the nom enclature of our society. A C hristian is 
often caught up with a philoso phy which evaluates the vi­
tality o f his faith in terms of how "high " he can get, how 
good he feels, or how many meaningful re lig ious experi­
ences he has. A nd often these religious experiences are 
measured against some other church member or C hristian 
personality. 

It's important that we as Christians con sider the place of 
religious experience in faith and how we can proceed to test 
the validity of such experience. While a ll of us may have 
some kind of religious feelings and experiences, the impor­
tant question is whether they are authentic, whether they 
come from God or whether they are counterfeit and come 
fro m Satan. 

Emotion is an essential part of our conversio n. When we 
come to faith, we not on ly do so intellectually as we recog­
nize God's revelation, or volitionally as we consciously 
surrender to Christ, but a lso emotionally . Something hap­
pens to us . We feel it! There is, as Scripture states, a joy 
that comes with the hearing, receiving, and obeying of 
God's Word (Matt. 13:20, 25:21; John 15 : 11 etc.). 

While we do not have to be totally skeptical or negative 
about religious experience, we do need to be careful that 
we don't overem phasize it. We need to test continually the 
genuineness of o ur religious experiences according to som e 
principles set forth in Scripture. Fo ur of these guidelines 
include: 
I. The Relationship between Experience and Doctrine 

When John writes his first epistle, he counsels the Chris­
tians "to test the spirits to see whether rhey are of God" (I 
John 4: 1-3). Our experience has to belo ng to a who le sys­
tem of belief. Christian faith belongs in history; God has 
revealed himself; the prophets have spoken, and Jesus 
Christ, rhrough his li fe and resurrectio n, has brought 
revelation and trurh. A ny religious experience rhat I may 
have, if it is to be genuin e, must conform to what God has 
revealed in Scripture and must be based upon a doctrina l 
fo undation. Withou t this we are thrown 10 rhe winds of 

Dr. Arthur G. Patzia is pastor of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, BC. Beginning with the school year 
1979180 he will be associate professor of New Testame t t 
Bethel Seminary, St. Paul, MN. n a 
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subjectivity, where everybody claim s eq ua l revelat ion for 
experiences that are sometimes blata ntly con tradictory . 
One writer stated that while peop le are feasting on ex­
perience, they are suffering from doctrinal malnutrition. 

Paul caution s us to hold fas t or fir m to the faith that was 
delivered to us (I T im.) and advises us to follow "sound 
teachin~" (2 Tim . 4). C hristian ity has an objective con ­
tent. It is truth beyond o urselves-beyond our experiences. 
It 's not right lo say "what is true for you m ay not be true 
for me." ~axine Hancock speaks appropriately to thi s 
whe~ she wntes: '.' Increasingly we are hearing that what we 
feel is at least as important as what we believe .... Some 
woul~ tell us that if we feel a ll right, we are a ll r igh t. But 
the Bible tells us that ' the heart is deceit ful above all things 
and ~esperately _wicked. W ho can know it? ' (Jer. 17:9) . 
Emotions are fickle and fallen" (" E xperience and rhe 
Word" in Moody Monthly, March, 1978, p. 46). Let 's be 
c_areful to kee~ experience and doct rine in proper perspec­
tive ~nd see to it that o ur stress on the spirit leads to an em­
phasis on the Wo rd. 

2. ~h_e.Conformity of Experience to Biblically Sanctioned 
Act1v1t1es 

By this we are saying that our relig ious experience 
should have biblical preceden t a nd sanction. Naturally 
there are man y events in Scripture that need to be inter­
pre te.d c~ntextua ll y and wit h in God's revelatory purpose at 
certain times, such as Sarah g iving birth to a child in her 
?Id age. Co~sequcntly, we have no right to expect God to 
intervene this way wi th any woman today . Nor sho uld so 
ma ny o f o ur so-called pu blic faith healers guarantee new 
eyes and ears to ninety-year-old grandm others. God him-
self does not prom· d . 

f . 1se, nor oes his Word record a pattern 
o healing wh1'ch re h . ' verses t e norm al course o f hfe. 

There are howeve b"bl. II . . . 
1 . ' r • 1 1ca Y sanctioned pn nc1ples re-

f
ating to pra.yer , forgiveness and heal ing that can provide a 
ramework in wh· h 

h r IC we can o perate. P eople who promise 
ea mg to everyo ne who comes to the platform o ft en for­

i~~1tha~ Paul himself wasn' t healed (2 Cor. 11) o r that the 
f 1 . e a so spe.aks about such things as the necessity of suf-
er~ng o r the identification of the believer with Jes us' suf­

fering . Spectacular and miraculous healings are no t fo r 
everyb.ody, a nd Christians shouldn 't becom e neurotic in 
search mg for them. 

O~ r .Lord cen~inly sets a good m odel fo r us by the style 
of his life. ~or him, the mar k .of spir ituality was not in any 
con~emplallve trances, emotio nal orgies or spi ri tual ec­
s1as1es. Yet his relat ionship to God was full of J· oy I 

d . U f ' gory 
an praise: n o rtunately, .w_e have often ta ken our eyes 
off Jes us m matters of religio us experience. Instead 
have developed a kind of incarnational Ch ris tianity wh;: 
"'.'e get to know Christ through the lives of others ' Ch . 
Lian "stars" and "celebrit ies" have become m o re.. n s-
tant_ r~an Jes us himself. Maxine Hancock writes t h~~P.':~ 
Chnst1an s are developing our own galaxy W , . 

. . e re not JUSt 
expen ence-centered, we' re other-peoples'- . 
cente d " T ·f · expenence-

re . es t1 yrng, sharing, etc. have their pl ace bu t 
we cannot learn about Chris t and the Holy S . . . '. 
ly. p1m v1canous-

~any Christians are rig htfu ll y concerned about church 
services and T v pro h . . 

d · · grams w ere Chris tian celebrit ies are 
~ara ed as mo~els of religious ex perience. Some presenta­
t1f ns are downrig ht blasphemous and lower Jesus to a kind 
o cheap Holl ywood star. Viewers q uick ly get the im pres-

sio n that something is lacking if thei r li ves aren't as slick, 
smooth , soa py and sensational. Jesus has been sweetened, 
nicely packaged and clever ly ad vertised . We need 10 be 
careful of counterfeit or manu factu red religious high s. 
Lurid , t ragic and sensat ional details may produce good 
"goosebumps," bu t they don't produce mature Christians 
(Hancock). 

When Christ ians take their model from anyone orher 
than Christ or Scrip ture, they usually fall into an "expe­
rience on ly" trap, which brings discouragement and disun­
ity. They a re discouraged because they don't "feel" like 
the next person and consequently suffer from all kinds of 
gui lt or spir itual in feriority complexes. Religious expe­
riences aren't necessarily uni form and usually can 't be 
d up licated . Th ere is no record in the New Testament that 
the early Christians sough t a conversion experience like 
Paul' s or prayed fo r John's heavenly vision on Patmos. 
(Experient ialism also breeds a kind of division in the body 
of Christ no t un like the pneumatikoi (spiritual) and sarx­
ikoi (Oeshly) in the early church . People over-stressing re­
ligious experiences often suffer from a spiritual superio rity 
complex, wh ich is carnal and lacks any kind of biblical au­
thority. Ha ncock reminds us that "experience is modified 
by cult ure, conditioned by personality and often non-dup­
licable. God's Ho ly Spirit delights in diversity of ex­
perience-but always wi thin the unity of the Body." In 
Pau l's writings, religious experience is never reducible to 
an individualistic piety, because it is a shared o r corporate 
experience. Bo th pitfalls of discouragement and disuni ty 
can be safeguarded if proper a ttention is given to the Word 
and the pattern of religious experience that it sanctions. 
" O ne's experience within the Spirit must now into and out 
o f his experience with the Word, carefully studied" 
(Johnson) . 

3. Tlte Centrality of Christ 
There were some basic questions that Paul put to the 

Corinthian church ( I Cor. 12-14), when it was torn apart 
by the relig ious experiences of the members and their mis­
practice of spiritual gifts . Does your experience, he asks, 
testify of Ch r ist? Does it come from God? Is it of the 
Spi rit? Does it serve the common good? Will it edify the 
entire body of believers? 

Unfortunately, our emphasis on spiritual gifts or 

... LEVEi. OF FAITH 
(Co111i1111ed from page 5) 

horse, is struck blind, and hears a voice that tells him ex­
act ly what to do a nd where to go , how much faith is in­
volved in such an experience? 

Many of us at o ne time or another wish we could have 
such a dramatic experience. It would strengthen and dis­
solve ou r dou bts . We often long for an uncontestable ex­
peri ence that req ui res as little strain on our faith as pos­
sible. We must agree that Paul's vision comes under the 
heading of special revelation and is given to very few peo­
ple. 

As a general ru le, Jesus takes a dim view of those who 
ask or seek a sign from heaven (John 4 :48; Matt. 12:38b; 
Mar k 8 : 11 b). The scribes and Pharisees were goading and 
baiting J esus by asking for a sign. But even signs from 

charismata has been one-d irectional in th at speaking in 
tonges and prophecy have been given so much prominence 
in religious experience. An excessive emphasis upon the 
Holy Spirit at the expense of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
wrong. A test of our religious experience is not how much 
we can talk about the Holy Spiri t, but whether the H oly 
Spirit within us leads us to talk about Christ. This Spir it 
who indwells us is the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps we have forgotten that the chief funct ion of the 
Spirit is to speak of Christ and not of hi mself. Jesus states 
th is most clearly hi mself: " When the com fo rter is come 
.. . he shall testify of me . .. he shall guide you into all 
truth : for he shall not speak of himself" (John 15:26 , 
16: 13). T he Spirit is self-effaci ng, and he will never gen­
uinely lead people to stress himself. In other words, the 
Holy Spirit is secret. H is only footprints are the ones that 
lead to Christ! 

4. The Fruit of the Spirit 
A final test fo r our religious experience is whether or not 

it produces the fru it of the Spirit. Paul, in Galatians 
5:22ff., mentions the qualit ies of love, joy , peace, pa­
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gent leness and 
sel f-control. In Phil ippians 4:8 the apos tle refers to things 
that are honorable, j ust , pure, lovely, gracious, etc. These 
are the qualities of life that demonstrate whether or not 
there is any genui neness to our religious experience. The 
evidence of the Spirit is not found in proportion to how 
much we mention the Spirit but in proportion to o ur at ­
tainment of the things to which the Spirit point s. Many 
Christians appear able to talk non-stop about Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit but have never grasped the truth of sin, 
righteousness and judgment (John 16:8). Our Lord's mark 
of spir it uality was not seen in ecstatic experiences but in 
power, t ruth, love and o bedien ce. For the early Christians 
the mark of being filled with the Spirit was measured by 
discipleship, steadfastness , su ffering, and not by an ap­
plause meter. If our claim to the possession of the Holy 
Spirit does no t lead to holiness and the fruit of the Spirit, 
then we should clearly question its genuineness . Let 's re­
member that "the more excellen t way" is faith, hope, love, 
and not charismatic gifts (I Cor. 13). Or, again, as John 
says : " Beloved, do not believe every spir it , but test the 
spirits to see whether they are of God .. . (1John4: 1) . 0 

heaven would not have revealed any evidence o f faith on 
their part . Paul, on the other hand, was in the throes of an 
in tense inner struggle that resulted in a dramatic revela­
tion. St range to say, this was not a "once for all" experi­
ence. After the glorious effects of the conversion wore off, 
he again developed intense inward growing pains . His two 
natures were still in a life and death struggle : "For the 
good tha t I wou ld , 1 do not; but the evil which 1 would not , 
that I do . . . 0 wretched man that I am! Who will del iver 
me from the body of thi dea th?" (Rom. 7: 18-25). His \'ic­
tory, " I thank God through Jesus Chr ist, our Lord,'' was 
not won in a day, week or mon th. There is ample evidence 
that this was a long and b itter str uggle. 

A FAITH CENTERED IN THE CROSS 
Paul's faith was centered around the cross of Christ. As 

(Cu111i1111ed Oii /W,!!.i! :!8) 
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An aerial view of Crystal Springs Baptist camp directly at the camp. Discipline and order are part of the camping experience. 

Crystal Springs 
l3aptist Camp -

a Giant Step 
25 years of camping 

by Jim and Pam Arends 

Lamping with d C...hri5tian Purpo!>l' 

8 I BAPTIST HERALD 

A little more than 25 years ago, it was 
only a dream to have a usable N.A.B. 
camp near a lake in Central North Da­
kota. Many people thought establishing a 
camp was near ly impossible, just too big 
of a step. How wou ld a group of 40 or 
more ch urches pay for property, build­
ings, personnel a nd furni shings? Yet, 25 
years later, a ca mp ministers to the people 
of the Dakotas and eastern Montana. 

Prior to Crys tal Springs Baptist Camp, 
various camps and college faci lities were 
used as well as churches, schools, parks 
a nd homes to gather young people for the 
purpose of evangelism, Christ ian growth 
and fellowship. Yet , problems o f rental, 
space a nd schedu li ng demanded a camp 
owned by North American Baptists. 
Rental of other facilit ies always created a 
sched uling problem, and the result was 
p.oor .camping times. These frustrating 
s1tuat1ons encouraged camp leaders to 
look for a campsite. 

Actual establishment of a camp in 1953 
and 1954 proved to be a giant ste 
Through the vision of several lay peop~~ 
and pastors, the camp plans were put to­
gether. Some property was secured f . . . . a ter 
exten sive investigat ion of several . 
Th . SHes. 

e sue purchased was lakefront . proper-
ty ne~r Highway 10 between Jamestown 
and Bismarck, ND. The roughly 200 acres 
of property nee.ded developing beca use on 
the g~ntl y rol ling hills were wheat and 
n~x fie lds, hayland and wet land. All of 
thi s meant planni ng and hard work 
Th~ first camp board knelt to p~ay on 

the ~ighest hill asking God's direction in 
pu tting people to work. Many volunt eers 
111 the area came to get camp facilities 
started. Equipment was donated· offer­
ings were tak en, and a fter lon

1

g hard 

The Rev. and Mrs. J. Arends are man­
ager/ director of Crystal Springs Baptist 
Ca111p, Medina , N D. 

iit the ball and run ! Recreation, Bible study and The camp ground is ideal for tough ball games. 
fellowship are well balanced at camp. 

months and very good weather, the camp 
was ready to go. Building began in 1953, 
and the first camp was held in 1954. 

Over the years many additions in pro­
gram and faci lities have been made to fi t 
the needs of people. The camp boards 
have tried to provide camping at a low 
cost by encouraging dona tions, volunteer 
help, and wise fiscal policies. 

Ear ly in the seventies, ch urches in the 
South Dakota Association began sending 
campers to Crysta l Springs. Several 
churches began sending support as well , 
and soon thereafter , the camp board in­
vited pastors and lay people to at tend 
board meetings in an exofficio position. 
In 1974, constitutional adjustments were 
adopted that made the South Dakota As­
sociat ion a full partner with the Central 
Da kota-Montana and Northern Dakota 
Associa tions. At present each Associa tion 
has five board members on the Camp 
Board. 

Twenty-five years of development ha ve 
provided a good camp along the eastern 
edge of Crystal Springs Lake. The fre~ h, 
cool, spri ng-fed lake makes an a t~ ract1ve 
Place for boating, swimming, wad111g and 
fishing. 
. Camp faci lities that have been ~rected 
1n<.:Iude accommodations for 248 wi th 212 
beds in heated cabins. The camp also has 
three heated bath ho uses, a heated chapel, 
sn1aller meet ing rooms, heated st.a ff qu.ar­
ters , heated in firmary, 16-unll trailer 
court, heated dining hall, bookstore, can­
teen, field recreation areas and a play­
ground area. The boathouse is well 
stocked wi th life jackets for boating and 
canoeing. Camper sa fety is important , so 
the beach is ma nned by Red Cross tramed 
lifeguards du ring scheduled swim ming 
hour-,. Also a qual ified nurse is on dut y at 
a ll tin1 c~ while camp is in sess ion. 

The motto at Crysta l Springs is 
"Camping with a Christian Purpose ." 
The camp program encourages people to 
make decisions for Chri st. Each year 
souls have rece ived Jesus Christ as per­
sonal Savior. Numerous individuals have 
decided on a vocation as a minister or 
missionary. Many who made that deci­
sion at Crystal Springs serve in our Con­
ference. 

Several couples have served the camp in 
caretaker or administrat ive positions . The 
firs t caretakers were Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Derman (1956- 1963). Mr. and 
Mrs. Al Davis served one year from 1963 
to 1964. Mr. a nd Mrs. Philip Dockter 
served eleven years (1964-1975). For sev­
eral seasons, the Rev. and Mrs. A. J . Bor­
chardt served as camp manager, while t he 
Dockters served as caretakers. After ter­
mination o f service by the Borchard ts, 1he 
Dockters assumed both positio ns. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lyle Spicer served as camp 
managers from 1975 to 1977. In 1977 the 
administrative position was broadened to 
that of manager director. The Rev. a nd 
Mrs. Jim Arends began serving the camp 
in 1977. 

Anniversary Days wi ll be held Jun e 7-8, 
1979, at Crystal Springs Camp. The anni ­
versary committee has planned for these 

The coo l lake water fee ls great on a hot day. 

days to be filled with renewing old ac­
quaintances and lifting praise to God. 
The fellowship wi ll be open to all. The 
first meal will be served on Thursday 
evening at 5:30 p.m. Anyone who plans 
to attend is requested to send name and 
address (as well as the number in the par­
ty) to Box 14 1, Medina, ND 58467. 

The 25th yea r of the camp is more than 
an opportunity to look back. It also chal­
lenges the camp to cont inue to look for­
ward. The camp supporters see future 
ministry opportunities and needs. Their 
desire is to make camp a more effecti ve 
and better place. That goal requ ires more 
gia nt steps. Just as the first 25 years were 
big steps, so wi ll be the next 25 years. 0 
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partners 
1n 

w.orld 
m1ss1on 

Introducing Missionaries 
Barbara Knudson and 

Eleanor Sorensen 

by Oryn Meinerts 

Do you recognize the above letlerhead? 
You would if you were one of the two 
newest missionary nurses serving with us 
in Cameroon. "Partners in world mis­
sion" is the motto of the Baptist General 
C~nference World Missions Department. 
It ts also our experience wi th them. 

This new rela tion ship of being "part ­
ners" evolved, when the Baptist General 
~onference mission activity was curtai led 
in Ethiopia, and we had an urgent need 
for nurses. They responded to our need 
by offeri ng us the services of two of their 
nurses, who had been servi ng in Ethiopia. 
Those nurses, Miss Barbara Knudson and 
Miss Eleanor Sorensen-now on short­
term loan to us-are serving in Camer­
oon. They are sti ll under BGC appoint­
ment, and the BGC assumes a ll their fi­
nancial support. They are fill ing vital 
positions wit h us. Get acquaint ed wit h 
them, tha nk Goel fo r them, and let us sup­
port them wi th our prayers. 

MISS BARBARA KNUDSEN is from 
Mason Count y, Ml. Born on July 23, 
1936, she grew up in a rural Ch ristian 
fami ly. When she was nine years old, her 
famil y moved 10 another fa rming area, 
and they started attending a small Baptist 
mission. There Barbara accepted Christ 
as her Savior during special meet ings. 
Soon after that. her older sister cleci clecl 
that God want ed her to become a mi s­
sionary . Today, both of them are mis­
sionary nurses. Barbara i ~ a member of 
Washingt on Avenue Baptist Church, 
Ludington, MI. 

Aft er graduating from the Blodget t 
Memorial Hospital wit h her nursing 
diploma , Barbara worked as a staff 
nurse. In 1967, she completed her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing at 

Tiie Rev. Ory n Meinerts is mission fie ld 
seuetwy in Ca111eruu11, West Africa, and 
presently on f urlough in volved in ad111ini­
st1wive work at 1/ie N. 11.8. Conference 
!111erll(lfio11al Office. 
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Wayne State University and worked in 
several administrative positions, but she 
was dissati sfied. She felt she wasn' t doing 
enough for God. 

In September I 972, upon the urging of 
some of her frie nds, she accepted a ni ne 
month short-term missionary nurse posi­
tion with the Baptist General Conference. 
She went to work in Eth iopia. While 
there, she was challenged wit h being a 
ful l-t ime missionary. The challenge re­
sulted in her saying, " Yes, with God's 
help." 

In J une I 974, the BGC Board of World 
Missions appointed her as a full-time 
nurse, and Barbara went to the Door of 
Life Hospital in Ethiopia. She worked 
there unt il the operation was turned over 
to the Ethiopian government in 1977. Her 
dut ies included teaching nursing students, 
helping in cl inics and taking her turn on 

Barbara Knudson 

call. She was also th e di rector of the 
Dresser Program for five months. Then 
they developed a program to train nurses 
aides and orderlies to do th e basic nursing 
care which, she says, "was qui te a chal­
lenge since all of the teaching had 10 be 
clone in the nati onal language . ... " 

MISS ELEANOR SORENSEN is a 
Canadian, born on June 16, 1942, in 
Ki llam, AB. She, too, grew up in a rural 
Christian home .. Wh en she was seven 
years old, she realized her need 10 be born 
again and accepted Christ as her Savior. 
She is a member of the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Wetaskiwin, AB. Her younger 
brot her is a pastor in Edmonton. 

Ele, as her fri ends ca ll her, earned her 
RN from University of Albert a in 1963 
and her Bachelor of Science in Nursing in 
1967. She enjoyed nursing-doing .so~e­
thing she had always wanted to do and 
helping 10 relieve physi<:al suffer ing. But 

Eleanor Sorensen 

she soon found that people had other 
deeper needs. She spent a year in God 's 
Invasion Army (like God's Vol unt eers) 
and found that Goel could use her as a 
witness. Missions had long been one of 
her interests, bur she fel1 a need fo r more 
training. She enrolled a t Va ncouver Bible 
College, work ed as a public health nurse, 
and applied to the BGC mission board . 

In November 197 1, Eleanor was ap­
pointed as a missionary, and she left for 
Ethiopia in May 1972, just after com­
pleting her Bachelor of Missiology de­
gree. She worked at the Door of Life 
Hospital for 3 1/1 years. "Supervisor, " 
" instructor" and "chairman" were some 
of the ti tles she held. She also enjoyed one 
10 one counsel ing and opportunit ies wi th 
the youth music minist ry. When she was 
home in 1976, she earned her Advanced 
Practical Obstet rics Certifica te (mid­
wifery t rai ning) from Uni versit y of 
Alberta. She says, " My in terest is mainly 
in midwifery, both in teaching and do ing 
it myself. I enjoyed public health experi­
ence~ and \~~uld lik e to be i n ~ol ved aga in 
111 . 1 1~1 s . . . Ele sees herself 1n a li fet ime 
m1111s1ry of shanng Christ th rough mecl i­
cme. 

When the doors to Et hiopia closed 
both Barbara and Ele spent some 1· • ' 

. · lme Ill 
t~1e Unit ed Srates, visiting their churches. 
1 hen they heard about the need in Cam­
eroon and the developing part nership be­
t wee!1 the two mission boards. They sent 
appltca11ons to the Nort h American Bap­
tist C?onfercn<:e. In November 1978, they 
left lor Cameroon. Barbara is now wo rk­
ing a1 Banso Baptist Hospi tal and 
Eleanor is at the Mbem Health Center 
partners in wor ld mission-not only wi t t~ 
m1ss1on boards bu t also with the Camer­
oon Baptist Co ll\'ent ion. They ex pressed 
their init ial rea<: tion to th is in let ters sent 
home two weeks after 1hey arri ved . 

Barbara wrote, "W hat a II' arm recep-

tion we have received from the mis­
sionari es and nat ional Christians! Sunday 
afternoon, the pastor of the local church 
came to welcome us, and last evening 
th ree of the chu rch leaders o f the Camer­
oon Baptist Convention also came to 
visit. Again and agai n they say how glad 

they are that we have come to share in the 
work. Pray that we will fi t in quick­
ly ... " 

the Cameroon Bap1ist Convention 
dropped in to welcome us. ' We're glad 
you 've come to be a part o f God's work 
here and to serve with us'. ... Pray for Ele said in her letter, "Never have we 

experienced such a welcome from both 
missionary and national Christ ians! Just 
this eveni ng three of the church leaders o f 

us." 
Let us be praying partners in the world 

mission. 0 

Introducing Missionary Donna Parker by Oryn Meinerts 

" As I see it now, m y li fe purpose is being an ambassador 
fo r C hrist. ... " That is the conclusion o f MISS DONNA 
PARKE R, as she sent in her application for missionary 
service. How did she decide this? Where did she get her in­
spiration? The roads to such a conclusion are ma ny and 
varied . There is no stereotype background no r set formula 
for activities which will produce a future missiona ry. God 
works in and through his people, and workmen come 
fo rth . 

Donna Faye Pa rker was born on June 12, 1951, the first 
of four children to Milla n and Lorraine 
Parker. They lived on a farm near 
Moosomin , SK. As a child, she attended 
the United C hurch. 

A fter graduating fro m high scho?l, 
Donna entered nurses ' training in Win­
nipeg. She recalls, " During my first y~ar 
of t raining, I met several Chr isua n 
nurses who invited rne to come to church 
with them .... I began to a ttend t!1e 
McDermot Avenue Baptist Church qui te 
regula rly. One e~ening our young p~o­
ple ' s group was Sitti ng in a ci rcle having 
conversationa l prayer. A t this po in ~ 1 

realized tha t I wanted what these kids 
had. However , I was t hy to praY 

' d ' 00 s t aloud . I praye or 'said ' t God as bes 
I knew him then , ' Ir Y 0 

t rnY Jife, 
h . ou wan I 

elp m e to pray ()Ut ' Befo re 
realized wha t was ha loud: 1 was 
praying aloud . A fter ppem~g, ne of 

felt the need for more Christian training and enro lled at­
North American Baptist College . There she became ac­
quainted with M iss Ardice Zio lkowski, for mer missionary 
to Cameroon . Ardice, now Mrs. Ralph P owell, spoke en ­
thusiastically abo ut missions and encouraged Donna to 
consider missionary service. In 1974, one of the Afri can 
students at the College presented his tes timony and Cam­
eroon's need. At this t ime Donna comm itted her li fe to 
missionar y service. She received her d iplom a in Chris tian 
Education in 1976. Not feeling qui te ready to go to the mis­

sion fi eld , she served as staff nurse at 
Pra irie Bible Institu te for several years. 

W hen Donna felt led to leave the 
Prairie Bible Inst itute, she talked to Ar­
dice again , a nd learned that there was an 
urgent need for nurses in Africa. She 
had promised the Lord, " 100% any­
where, anytime and at any cost." Now 
was the t ime for act ion . She made her 
decision and applied for missionary ser­
vice. As her application was processed 
and plans made, her family, too, was 
very unders tanding and support ive of 
her purpose. 

In July 1978,. Donna flew to Camer­
oon a nd is now working at Banso Bap­
tist Hospita l. In November she wrote, 

my fri ends said , 'y the meeung, ~hris­
tia n tonight , d id n' t% became a race is 
glowing in the dar k.• ~~u ? Your 

Donna Parker 

"Each day the Lord reassures me of my 
place here. There ha ve been days of 
fr ustration and t rial and cha llenge, but 
there has been no day where I have not 
been glad to be here when the day 
ends!" 

Donna was bapti< ivrco errnot ~venue Bap-
tist C hurch. A fter tel a nd joi~ed d her R.N. diplorna , she 

()nna receive 

Let us pray for Donna in the new a nd challenging work 
she has as ambassador for Christ through m edical service 
in Cameroon . 0 

on ~mbOS6ador for Christ 
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by Ernie Zimbelman 
Recently I wrote o n the topic of shame. 

I stated that there is too much gu ilt and 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of 
Counseling at North American Baptist 
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He is also 
the director of the Sioux Falls Psycho­
logical Services Clinic. 

Discovering 
What 

Worshiping 
Really 

Means 
by Wayne Jorstadt 

remember , when I was a child of 
about ten years o f age, the morning wor­
ship service was a time w hen I would try 
to deve lop my art ist ic talents. Though our 
bulletins were beaut ifull y done, a nd the 
cover\ a lways ha d a scenic picture, I still 
felt it necessary to fill up the margins with 
st ick f igures and drawings of cars and 
trucks . 

The morning worshi p service was not a 
time of spiritual refreshment as it should 
have been. But being o nl y a child , no one 

Wayne Jorstadt is the reporter of the 
God's Volunteers follow-up team . 
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shame in people, a nd not enough love. 
This is not good; because when we are 
fi lled with fee lings of guilt and shame we 
are unable to have feelings of love for 
ourself, o thers, o r God. Our emotional 
systems, which make and store the love 
fee lings, are the same o nes as those which 
make guilt and shame. Therefore, if I 'm 
obsessed wi th m y fee lings of g uilt and 
shame, I will be able 10 do li1tle that is 
product ive in regard to love. 

G uilt feelin gs are simi lar to feeli ngs of 
shame, but usua ll y much deeper and 
more intense, and therefore more trou­
blesome and painful. When we ta lk about 
guilt we need to talk about two kinds o f 
gui lt-true guilt and fa lse or neurotic 
guilt. 

The Bible does not speak of guilt feel­
ings. It only speaks o f guilt . Leviticus 5:5 
and 6 states, "When a ma n is guilt y in 
any of these, he s hall confess the sin he 
has comm itted, and he shall bring his 
guilt o ffering to the Lord ... and the 
priest shall make atonement for him for 
his sin." 

Paul, in I Corinth ians 5: 11 writes: 
"Anyone who bears the name of brother, 
if he is guilt y of immora li ty or greed , or 
an idolater , reviler, drunkard, or 
robber-not even eat lunch with such a 
one." 

These verses make clear tha t there is 
guilt. Let us call it object ive guil t. W hen 

expected otherwise, and I am sure God 
smiled upon me, as I relentlessly tri ed to 
become the new Michela ngelo. 

As a chi ld I just could not understand 
how people could gather together and sit 
in o ne spot for an hour or even longer 
(depending on the pastor) worshiping 
God, whom they could never see. Yet fo r 
so me reason, week after week people 
would co ntinue to come back. 

It was not unti l I was about fourteen 
yea rs old that I began to understand what 
worshi ping God was about. Though I 
tried to li s ten to the sermons, I still had 
the tem ptation to think about what I was 
going to do tha t a fternoon . Bit s and 
pieces of the sermon would stay in my 
mind, bu t I ended up remembering very 
litt le. 

This way o f worshiping God became a 
habit fo r some years. In fact , fo r abo ut 
eight more years I let my mind drift in 
and o ut, so ~ha t often Sunday morning 
wors hip services were boring. As 1 got 
older I noticed that even some of the 
adu lts were havi ~1g a rough time listening. 
Some wer~ readi ng their bulletins ; o thers 
were nodd111g off to dream la nd, while still 
ot hers stared at the pastor wi th an obvi­
ous expression o f apathy. 

It was no t until I got on God's Volun­
teers tha t I began to unders tand what true 
worship was a ll about. I have been as ked 

we have sinned-gone aga ins t the prin­
ciples of God a nd have been disobed ient 
to His commandments and will -we are 
guilt y. Also, if we have done harm or 
misused or abused other people, we are 
guilty. This is true, whether we . have 
"feelings" about it or not. In these ob­
vious cases of sin, a tonement and confes­
sion need to ta ke place. When we do this, 
we can claim the promises of God as 
given in I John I :9, " If we confess our 
sins he is faithful a nd jus t, a nd will 
forg ive our sins and cleanse us fro m a ll 
unrighteousness ." 

If yo u feel guilt y, I hope you feel guilt y 
because you are guilty of an identifiable 
sin. Then i f you want to be free, you 
simply fo llow the prescrip tion given in I 
John I :9, and you can be freed from your 
miserable condition . 

My own experi ence in helping people 
dea l with their fee lings of guilt is that 
probably o nly about 10 per cent of the 
guilt feelings people have are re la ted to 
speci fic acts of sin (there a re m any sinners 
who have committed sins, but they have 
no guilt feelings a nd have no in terest in 
being forgiven a nd leading rig hteous 
lives). Most people I deal with are over­
whelmed by their feeli ngs o f gu ilt, and in 
most cases there is no specific sin. These 
people are usually overreacting to ordi­
nary behavior . 

(Co11 ti1111ed 011 page 3 I) 

by many people whether I ever get tired of 
hearing the sa me program over a nd over 
again . On the average I would have 10 say 
no. Even though I have hea rd the sam e 
songs about twenty times a nd have seen 
the drama presenta t ions at least fift een 
t imes, 1 still enjoy it. I am proud o f o ur 
music section, and I feel they are over­
Oowing with talent. But it 's not because 
of them that I enjoy hear ing the sam e 
songs; it is because of the O ne whom they 
a re singing about. 

So o ften, as C hri stians, we let wha t is 
happen_ing up in fro_n t of the sa nctua ry 
determ 111e o ur worshi p experience. If the 
pastor' s sern_1on was not quite up to par, 
we feel our tim e has been wasted. Or per­
haps we_ have hea rd the ropic on which he 
is_ speak 111g many li mes before, so we tune 
him out. 1 have found tha t my a ttitude is 
wha r determ ines my worship experience, 
not rhe program. As God's Volunt eers, 
we have to_ h_ave a n a ttit ude o f servi ng, or 
~lse our ~1111 stry is finis hed. Perhaps this 
is the at11tude th at I was missing w hen I 
was younger . I o nl y wanted to take what 
the ~hurch offered rat her than give th em 
my time. 

Any t_i~e I go into a wors hip service I 
am reahz111g tha r I have to be rig ht with 
the Lord, before I s tep through those 

(Continued on page 31) 

e seminary reaps from Ood's Acres 

It' s not a large church, but it's a chu rch 
with a big heart. If you travel nonh from 
Sioux Fa lls and the North American Bap­
tist Seminary about thirt y miles, yo u 
reach the ru ral community of Trent , SD , 
and the T rent Baptist C hurch. That's 
where the idea o f God's Acres germi­
nated. 

The congregatio n, made up mainly of 
rural fo lk , had felt for a long time tha t 
their world had become rather small. 
"There must be many needs outside o ur 
church a nd com muni ty that we could do 
something about " .. . so went the unrest 
and concern of the people. But what or 

who? 
Following a visit to Sio~x Falls one day 

and stopping by the Sem111ary, a few of 
the members found o ut from people at 
the school tha t in ternational s tudents 
were studyi ng at NABS, and most of 
these students faced unusua l finan cial dif­
ficulties. It was like a thunderclap 10 
those visiting on campus. 

It was beginning to happen . Those 
from Trent who heard thi s cou ldn 't get 
back to the T rent Church fa st enough . 

Well tha t was 1973. The chu rch fe lt 
the leading of God to 1_ake on the project 
of s upporting in terna tional students. ~I 
fi rst it was $100 per student. But thi s 
didn't seem to be enough o f a challenge. 
The congregatio n knew that more could 
be done . .. they knew they had resources 
in their hands 10 do more. They had fa rm 
la nd , tractors, cult ivators, com bines 
and- perhaps most importan1- 1~e ?e­
sire to reach o ut a nd help. The beg111nmg 
o r God's Acres had come. . 

It was n't long before a Farm Commit­
tee o f five members wns form ed, com­
posed of church members. They found 

Dr. John Hisel is director of Church and 
Community relations at North A111erica11 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls , SD. 

that a few older farmers wanted 10 rent 
land rather than farm it themselves. So 
there it was ... rent 80 acres with the in ­
come, and place the proceeds into the 
chu rch " International Students and Mis­
sionary Fund ." 

It was decided that the crop would be 
soybeans every year , and fo r these past 
five years the a nnua l yield has been from 
1500-2000 bushels of beans . And in the 
business that' s not all beans ... it has 
meant a critical kind of support for I 2 in­
ternational students who have s!Udied at 
NABS since 1973. 

In additio n, the Trent Ch urch has been 
able to provide partial support for several 
missionaries th ro ugho ut the world . 

And how does the whole thing actually 
come off? Planting Days and H arvest 
Days a re the big events in the project. On 
a planting day one co uld count a dozen 
tractors a nd o n a harvest day six to seven 
combines. These a re family days too with 
wives keeping the coffee flowing and the 
pastries readily avai lable. Besides, the 
young people enter in by wa lking the rows 
of beans and pulli ng the u nwelcome s un­
n owers and weeds that thri ve amo ngst the 
rows of beans. There 's always somet hing 
for everyone to do! It' s a kind o f ministry 
to ot hers and a ministry to each other. 

The congregation agrees that the 
church has been blessed in ways they 
never dreamed, when the first seed went 
in the ground back in 1973. The visit of 
an international student during services 
... br inging a tha nk you, but more im ­
portan tl y, a challenge to obey Chris t in 
service near and far. A letter that co mes 
from Indi a addressed to "My good 
friends at Trent Baptist C hu rch" ­
"You r support helped me to complete my 
education. Can 1 ever repay you?" H e 
just did! 

A ll ki nds o f o ther pos itive thing have 
happened a t the church because of the 

by John Hisel 

Mr. Lauren Christensen, farmer, Dell Rapids, so. 

God's A cres project. The renewed fellow­
ship ~f kindred m~nds ... a real fee li ng 
of unity ... of domg someth ing together 
... a way of br inging young and old to­
get her ... the lis t could could go on. 

Well now , tha t 's the story in about as 
brief a way as possible of how NABS 
~eaps from God's Acres . The sto ry is told 
111 pan, because we t hin k the project is 
commendable, but a lso because o ther 
congregations may identify with Trent 
and the ir desir.e 10 financia ll y encourage 
persons st ucly111 g for the ministry. In 
creative ways cit y churches can mat ch 
what comes very naturally for the ru ral 
folks in Trent . _, 
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Another Way 
To Care 
An interview 

by Susan P. Truax, 
Portland, OR 

Jan and Les Huber live in a comfortable 
home in southwest Portland. The house is 
filled with books, records, pictures , and 

by Dorene Walth, 
W.M.U. president, 
Sioux Fal Is, SD 

A lady in her eighties sending lavish 
bouquets to church mem bers? T hat's 
right! She wo uld casually sa y some­
thing li ke, " That choir so unded so 
wonder ful this morning, I' m go ing to 
send a bouq ue t to the director thi s 
week! " Or, after greeting a ta lented 
young married couple at the end of a 
worshi p service , she wo uld say, "They 
a re so fa it hfu l in auendance and rad i­
a te s uch fr iendliness , they deser ve a 
bouquet fro m me this week!" 

A n elderl y widow who had been 
shut-i n fo r a lo ng while related tha t 
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those other small things that show Jan 
takes a genuine pride in making her home 
com fortable and attract ive. 

The fenced back yard is filled with 
toys. There is a swing, slide, and lo ts of 
things on whee ls. This might seem sur­
prising since Jan and Les have no children 
o f their own, but before yo u have been 
there long, you learn that Jan and Les are 
foster parents . 

They are foster parents , because they 
feel that this is one way they can make a 
contribution to society but more impor­
tant , reach out a hand to a child in need. 

Jan, how long have you and Les been 
involved in the Foster Care Program ? 

O ver three years, now. 
Does Les take as much interest in the 

children as you do? 
Yes, he is a rea l s upport. He is super­

visor at one o f the bakeries and often has 
to wor k swing shi ft. Because of his hours , 
he can usually be here when our case 
worker comes. This really makes him a 
part o f a ll this. 

Is being a foster parent something that 
anyone can do ? 

No, it takes a great deal of time and pa-

she had received a surprise bouquet 
from Mrs. Brown, and it had brough t 
so much s unshine to her. Simila r 
stories were told by several o thers in 
the church. I thought, " H ow nice . 
Wouldn 't it be wonder ful to have fi ­
nancial means to do as M rs . Brown is 
doing. " 

T hen, one day my husband and I 
received one of her bouquets! It came 
in the mail. It was a message fastidi­
ously written on the inside o f a noral 
piece of note sta tionery. She began her 
co mment s with , "A bouquet to you 
this morning ... to thank you for the 
work yo u a re doing with the youth of 
our church . We wan t you to know 
your efforts and fa ith fu lness do not go 
unnoticed. We a re praying fo r yo u and 
may God give yo u his joy and happi­
ness as yo u serve him so e ffec ti vely." 

Al though it had been written with a 
shaky hand, the words were strong 
therapy which served to recharge o ur 
spiritual ba tteri es and make us a ll the 
more enthusiast ic and di ligent in our 
minis try . 

Through the years I have had good 
intent ions to send many such " bou­
quets ." Some do get wr itten and 
mailed, and I ' ve been blessed by the 
enthusiasm they spread . If I'd have 
been more fa ithful , perhaps many 
more gloomy clo uds could have been 
lifted this way for peo ple who get 
" weary in welldoing " from time to 
tim e. 

How needy we a ll a re ! Yesterday my 

Les and Jan Huber with their foster children, 
Rosie and David. 

ti ence. You are handling a si tuation that 
is always changing. The chi ld is changing 
in his makeup and a tti tudes. It can fru s­
trate one's abi lity to he lp the child. The 
foster parent can become too a t tached to 
the child. Coping with the parents can be 

husband and I had a rather " down" 
day. After di nner we were invited to 
the home of a lovely young couple for 
coffee. Our first incl ination was to 
refuse their hospi ta li ty because o f the 
tiring, frustra ting day we had just ex­
perienced . H owever, we chose to go. 
We could not resist the loving, caring 
vibrat ions we fel t in the invitat ion over 
the phone. This young couple began to 
" minister" to our needs, and before 
too lo ng, we both realized th at here 
were two o utgoing , vivacious people 
who were despera tely in need of love 
a nd caring themselves. What a won­
derful exchange we had! I was re­
minded again tha t no one should ever 
assume that the next pe rson is coping 
with life witho ut problems and dis­
couragements . 

Every now and then we meet those 
who seem to be pret ty self-sufficien t in 
every way. Upon closer inspectio n we 
discover they are glad to reach out 'and 
accept at tentio n a nd affirma tion from 
us . Sending apprecia tio n notes is o ne 
way o f giving s uch " bouquets." 
Everyone's sta irway needs som e 
nowers strewn a lo ng the way! 

Fa ther Goel, show me mo re ways to 
express love fo r o thers . H elp m e to 
always keep stat ionery a nd sta mps o n 
hand so I wi ll freely send out ha nd­
writ ten bouquets which can mean so 
much. 

"Anxious hea rt s are ve ry heavy, but 
a word of enco uragement does won­
ders " (Prov. 12:25). 

anot her cause fo r concern. Coping with 
the bureaucracy can be difficult at times . 

Do you have much contact with the na­
tural parents of your children ? 

It depends on the situat ion. If we have 
a child that is in the process of being a­
dopted or o ne who has been battered, we 
never see the parents . If a child is one who 
will be getting back with his parents soon, 
there is qui te a bit o f contact. 

Has it ever been hard to gi ve up one of 
your children when that time came? 

It us uall y isn't, but o nce it was. I had 
prepared myself to have a pa rticular child 
for several weeks. He was not a ward of 
the state and h is mother came and took 
him fro~ me after I had had him only one 
week. It was a difficu lt time for me be­
cause I knew the environment that he 

Rosie and David watching Sesame Street. 

would be facing . His mot her j ust wa nted 
him back so she could get more money 

fro m welfare. 
Does a child feel he is the one being 

Punished when he is rel/loved fro/// a 
• d? 

home where he has been abuse · 
Som etimes, especially if he l~as an older 

brot her or sis ter to whom he is au ached . 
Most of the time, tho ugh, he is glad to be 
away from the parents , at least for 

awhi le. . 
Does the monetary compensau on equal 

yo ur outlay? 
No . We receive $ 125.00 per month for 

each chi ld under six years o ld. We have to 
buy their clothes, toys and books. Yo u 
know how fast young children grow. 111 ,a 
situation like thi s, there us ual ~ y aren t 
clo thes to pass o n to another child . Con­
tras t thi s to the $ J ,000.00 per. mon.t

1
h thhaltl 

·1d · uve111 e a is spent to keep a chi 111 a J 
or in a school fo r boys . . . . ? 

How could this situat/011be 1111'!10 ved. 
T here is a lways room for improve­

ment . The mo st obvious way would be 
for the sta te legislat ure to improve the 
fundi ng . Also, the publ ic n_eeds to be 
made aware o f what is being accom -

pli shed. 
If the children are old enough to under­

stand do y ou make an effort to lead them . s· . ? to accept Jesus Christ as av1or . 
My hus band and I believe you lead a 

child into Christ ian concepts from t he 
time he is bo rn. A ll o ur children arc cx­
po~ed th rough music , boo ks, devot io ns, 

prayers, and attend ing Sunday school and 
church with us . One o f our six-year-olds 
wen t 10 visit his mother and insisted that 
they pray before they ate each meal. Our 
live-year-old visited friends without us 
and asked the blessing at dinner time. 

In your opinion, are teen-agers more 
difficult to have in your home than the 
younger children? 

Yes, I think tha t teen-agers are usua lly 
more difficu lt. We never accept children 
over 12 years of age. But that is because 
of our age. If we had chi ld ren of o ur own, 
they wo uld be under 12. We fee l that we 
relate beuer to the younger children. 
Some of them have been most difficul t to 
handle. 

Are there certain 111enrnl or psycho­
logical characteristics that are common 
among the different children you have 
had in your home? 

Yes, there are some thi ngs. The m ost 
common is that they are a ll sad children . 
Once they reach the age of five, they rea l­
ize what foster ca re is , and it brings seeds 
of resentment. Trust is a hard thing to es-

Les Huber with foster children, Rosie and David 

tablish . If a child has been in several fo s­
ter ho mes, he has no roots . T his shows up 
in his actio ns and a tt itudes . When each 
new child comes in to o ur home, there is 
an immediate test of wi lls . We find thi s 
even in the youngest ch ild ren . 

Are there any conflicts or problems you 
have to face? 

Certainly . We face definit e conflicts 
because we arc Christians. We believe 
that the Bible teach es that span king is a 
sound means of puni shment. The govern­
ment has o ther idea s. It is hard to admit 
to o ur case work er that we have broken 
the ru les. It is difficult to explain to her 
that we have span ked w it h Dobson's 
metho d in mind-that we have tried to 
ma ke the you ngster understa nd that he 
need s to be s panked a nd why, and tha t we 
still Jove him. And another thi ng, it 's 
ha rd to know w hether or no t to span k a 
chi ld who has been batt ered. Usua lly he 
won ' t understand . What a span king 
mean s to him is 1101 the same as it means 
to u~. 

ll'ill you continue to h(ll•e foster child­
ren in your ho111e7 

Most certainly! 
Has this been a rewarding experience? 
Yes, fo r us it has . Of course, there is no 

longt ime reward. We never see t-he end of 
the work we have started. It is enough to 
know tha t fo r a whi le we have helped. 

What is the greatest satisfaction all this 
brings? 

To see a child become happy and con ­
ten t. To see him develop. Right now I 
have a boy who is two years behind his 
age level. It's a joy to see him develop a nd 
see tha t he's closing the gap. 

I know that children are born with 
handicaps, but it is hard to wi tness the 
handicaps inflicted by adults . This should 

(Continued on page 31) 

by Laverna Mehlhaff, 
women 's work director 

This past triennium , mo re than 
$49,070 was sem to o ur o ffice f rom 
the use o f "Blessing Boxes ." That is 
excellent! The money was designa ted 
for the support of miss ions . The 
boxes are availa ble free of charge. 

In Japan , there is need to purchase 
land o n which 10 build a church as 
well as the need to purchase a m is­
siona ry home . Each of us can have a 
pa rt in fi lli ng th is need during the 
month of May as we give o ur o ffer­
ings towards thi s project. 

Tha nk you for your gi fts of love, 
so those w ho live in pagan count ries 
wi ll hear of the love of C h rist 
th ro ugh m issio naries whom we sup­
port and send to those countries . 
P ray for the needs in Japan. T here 
are m an y there who have not yet 
heard the claims of Jesus C hrist. It is 
our privilege a nd respo nsibili ty to 
share C hri st with the people in this 
beautiful coun try. 

" It is more blessed to give than to 
receive" (Acts 20:3 5b). "Every man 
according as he purposeth in his 
hea rt ,. so let him give: not grudgingly 
or of necess ity, for God lo vet h a 
cheer ful giver" (2 Cor. 9:7). Abun­
dam bless ings wi ll be experienced by 
all who give wi llingly a nd freely be­
cause o f their love for C hri st. 
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Help I 
I need Som 'body 

" Help, I Need Somebody," a popular singing group has 
written a song and said it that way . But o thers have cried 
"Help" in another way. Bertrand Russell, the em inent 
British philosopher, recent ly deceased , wrote: " Three pas­
sions, simP,le but overwhelmingly strong, have governed 
my life: the longing for love, the search for knowledge, 
and unbearable pity for the sufferings of mankind. These 
passions, like great winds, have blown me hither and 
thither, in a wayward course, over a deep ocean of 
anguish, reaching to the very verge of despair. " 

In May 1966, one of the world 's greatest journa lists 
stated: " I have never wanted a God or feared a God, or 
felt any necessity to invent one. Unfortunately, I a m driven 
to the conclusion that God wants me." T hen , this year he 
said, "I am more convinced than I am in my own exis­
tence, that the view of life Christ came into the world Lo 
preach, and d ied to sanctify , remains as true and as valid 
as ever , and that all who care to ... may live thereby, 
fi nding ... an enlightenment and a serenity no t otherwise 
attainable.'' 

Christianity is not outdated. Jesus Christ is relevant. He 
is interested in us and cares for us today. In His cross and 
resurrection from the dead there is power- a power Lo 
cleanse, cure, convert; a power Lo strengthen , sustain , 
stabilize; a power to fill the empty places of li fe, ease the 
gui lty conscience, while giving hope for today a nd the 
future. Jesus Christ is the Somebody who can help us in 
our deepest needs. In his loneli ness , man cries for the 
friend; in his emptiness, he cries for fu lfi llment, and in his 
helplessness, he cries for fort itude. Christ is all of these to 
the individual who will personally receive him as Lord and 
Master. 

LONELINESS 

It is ironic in an age of the world 's greatest population 
explosion that there are more desperately lonely people 
than ever before. We no longer live, grow up and die in the 
place where we were born and we have tended to become 
rootless in our society. Automation a nd machines have de­
personalized us, so that we are characterized by litt le else 
than a string of numbers. We are a mobile population liv­
ing in the ivory-tower isolation of high-rise apartments, or 
on wings and wheels going somewhere, getting nowhere, 

The Rev. Barry Moore is founder and president of Crusade 
£vangelis111 !111emational with headquarters at London, Ontario. 
He is an evangelist endorsed by !he North American Bap1is1 Con­
ference. 
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by Barry Moore 

looking somehow for something, achieving very little. A 
Harvard sociologist has described many as existing as 
shells in the m idst of the crowd or trapped within fo ur 
walls of lo neliness. 

A noted psychologist says, "We have developed a 
phobia about being alone: we prefer the most trivial .and 
even obnoxious company; we engage in the most meaning­
less activit ies to prevent us being a lo ne with ourselves. We 
seem to be frigh tened at the prospect of facing ourselves . " 

Lonely people are legion . When death causes the loss of 
a loved one, such a gulf of soli tude is opened up that even 
an a rmy of people cou ld not fill it. In old age when many 
fr iends have predeceased us, days become barren and cold. 
When a trus ted friend has betrayed or fai led us, an ache 
fills the heart. When a young person finds himself away 
from home fo r the first time, a desolation sweeps over 
him. Or when a lapse in li fe produces a condemning con­
science, one feels cut off and despised because o f a suspi­
cion that those around us have found out. A young woman 
remarks, " I thought marriage meant freedom . Well, it 
might mean freedom from my parents , but now I have to 
answer to a husband , who is ten times more demanding 
than my parents ever were ." 

She goes on, "Have I mentioned loneliness? Well, get 
ready. He goes to work a t 8:30 a .m. and comes home at 
7:00 p.m. Two nights a week he's in school, and one night 
a week he bowls with the guys. If you think your single 
fri ends are going Lo keep you company, forget it. After a 
few months you're just another old married woman ... all 
alo ne." 

The curse of life and the basic cause of all wretchedness 
is separation from God. Thi s alienation means that man is 
out of touch wi th God and has no fellowship with him 
even though God did not create man to live in unbearabl~ 
loneliness. In the garden of Eden God himself came at 
evening to keep man company. 

Jesus Christ encouraged those who were his followers 
when he said, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the age." When the Savior was orphaned on the cross 
and uttered the heart-rending cry, "My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?" , he endured the bleakness of 
earth ' s loneliest moment. He did th is however to take our 
loneliness . When one receives him lnto the llfe, C hrist's 
words become wonderfully meaningful when he says, " I 
wi ll not leave you comfonless " (John 14: 16- 18), and "I 
will never leave you nor forsake you " (Heb. 13:5) , because 
" I am the good shepherd and I know my sheep ... I give 
unto them eternal life: and they shall never perish" (John 
JO: 14, 27-29). 

I 

1 
} 

To Jive in loneliness is a somber prospe~t. ~o die al~neis. 
. y n who live without God will die com~ ete _Y 

t rag1~f f et.'n ~~s love and mercy. A writer describes S111cla1r 
cut o ro . . d " He was brutally frank 
Lewis as bemg a study !n trage Y · a he removed his wrist 
and obnoxiously sensational. One d Y d k ct· 'If 

. b f e him on the table an remar e . 
watch.' plaGcedd III e.lolrg1·ve him fifteen minutes to strike me there 1s a o , w1 

de~,d-'.' ,, called him. He loved his liquor and 
Big Red, . they. a thrill a minute. There was no 

wild t imes . L~ fe to him \~as full-s eed ahead. After all, he 
one to stop him fr~m goingnd Go~ passed it up . 
gave God fifteen minutesh, a to live in pleasure and stayed 

H a ma n who c ose f'f 
ere was h 1 t thirty years- not 1 teen 

too long . He. spent t e ~us fumbling alcoholic. 
minutes-of his h.fe as a ner: e ~f 66_ looking like 80- he 

And when he d ied, at t~e dg He died alone, among 
.d d' mong fnen s. f R 

d1 not . ie a clinic on the outskirts o ome. 
strangers, in a second-class n recalled his words at the 
An anonymous Franciscan nu k ,, 

h n come bac . 
end , "At least let t e su . . a lleart-warming consola-. d Christian, 

For the comm1tte f h' . ner being, for he knows, 
tion rests in the. dep.ths .~ h' 

1 ~0~~ng Savior is with him. 
that even at "dying ume is 

·ver at ending of day, 
W hen I come t.o then orrow have blown; 
And the last winds of s . . g to show me the way, 
There' ll be somebodyJ~~~~~ alone. 
I won't have to cross 

Jordan alone , I won't have to cross . 
s·ns to atone, 

J esus died for my 1 he'll be waiting for me, 
W h the darkness I see, 

en Jordan alone. ,, 
I won't ha.ve to cros,\ticketh closer than a brother. 

Christ is a friend that 

EM PTINESS " man wants something, but he 
Someone has said that s to wander aimlessly and 

h " He seem · t rat race doesn't know w at. . l'f Scores are in a grea 
Pose in 1 e. k hy lost without a pur. . but they don ' t now w. · d 

or working and st riving: inner being for fu!f1llment. an 
The hunger of man sl . God Without him ma~ is c.ut 

I. d on Y 111 · of his ex1s-wholeness is rea 1ze ted from the source . . 
off fro m reality, separa anacea to panacea m his anx­
tence a nd dai ly runs from ~vith the outward visible m.arks 

' . Many a man f h art and an inte-iety and guilt. emptiness o e 
of success experiences ~n t desolation of solitude _eve.n 
rior defeat with a po1f ~a;ds This shallowness of l;[e is 
amo ng his 'ramily and fn~oll o.w people. With thel ho do\~~ 

. d b scores o . that can on Y en expenence Y . . and frust rauon 
ness comes a fut ih tY J 

p chiatrist Carl ung boredom. d clergyman, sy r · I have 
In a Jetter to a not~ . who are not supe~ icia 

wri tes, "Those psy~h~:~11!~st he vast neu roti~ m1se~eo: ~~~ 
come to the conclus10 d a neurosis of ~mptiness.G d and 
world cou ld be term~ root of their being, from o '1ess 
themselves off from t ~e e meaningless, and purpose . · 
then life turns empty, in:ing~es. When goal ~oes , mea~l~~~ 
So when God go~s, gooes value goes, and hfe drops 
goes. When meaning g ' l'k 

d " ver a person I e a on o ur ha n s. r · that creeps 0 II f 
Bo redom is that ~ee inler the night before", when a o 

cold fog the "morn1~g a t gone. A noted doctor states, 
. lat10ns are the external sllmu 

"Men and women will do aJmost anything to esca~e bore­
d They will drink and drug themselves . The~ will pros­
ti~:;;~ their bodies and sell their souls. "!"hey will take .up 

ad causes, o rganize absurd ventures, flmg themselves in­
~ lost hopes and crazy situations. They'll ~orment th~m­
selves and torture others to escape the misery of bemg 

em~~~·~;eon, the French emperor, said, "Greatn~ss b~res 
d th At 29 Years of age I find that fame 1s vanity. me to ea · ' · f 45 · 

I've got to the end of everything." A '"'.id.ow o wntes, 
" I am financially comfortable. My son_1s I~ the Navy, and 
m daughter is moving to another c11y ~n a cou~le of 
w:eks. I never realized how much of my :1fe I?Y children 

. d ·11 ow My problem- boredom. This summer I occup1e ti n · · 1 J 
f nd a part-time job. I i kept me from gomg compete Y 
ou but I didn' t meet anyone exciting . I've gone through 
~~:s~lub-woman routine, so please don't suggest th~t. 
Church work attracts hypocrites and crazy pe_ople. Po.lit­
. waste of t ime. I'm fed up with bleeding ical groups are a ? . d 
hearts and left-wing goofs. What d.o you s~gg~~t. - s1gne 
B ed ." The answer that was given said, You. want 
so%eone to come into your life and make your life ex-

. . ' h '" citing-and 11 JUSt won t appen. , . 
Nothing could be farther from the tn.1 t11 ! ~lth~ugh. he 

was a skeptic and a[l unbeliev"· • i-:t. G. Wells said , u.ntII a 
an has fou nd God, and been found of God, he begins at 

~o beginning and ends at no end." How true, for Jesus 
Christ said' " I am the bread of life, he th~t eat.s of me sh~ll 
never hunger" (John 6:35). "If any man is thirsty, let h11!1 
come to me and drink . He who believ.e~ on me, ~~om his 
innermost being shall flow rivers of living water (J~hn 

7:37-38). And Saint Paul said , "Know the lo~e of C:hnst, 
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled w.1th ball 
h f 1 f God" (Eph 3· 19) When Jesus Chnst e-t e u ness o · · · . · d fll 

comes our living Savior, he enters our inner being an I s 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I HELPLESSNESS I 

the spiritual vacuum there. 

Life is filled with many stresses. N~mbers. of people are 
tied to circumstances. If everything .1s running smoot.hly, 
they are fine, but if trials and te.sts anse, they .~utomat1cal- I 
Jy find themselves "und~r the circumstances. H ard com~ 
petition in business, family problems, stormy church rela 

1 

t'onships or a criticism that has been leveled cause many 
t~ flounder and fail helplessly . ~avid, .in t~e Bible, was 
bewildered by his proneness to evil an~ s.in. his lack. of self- I 
control and the tension produced by his in~er confhcts. He 

1. d he needed a new power and fortitude. When he I 
rea 1ze ' 'Th L d · 
looked unto God for this, he was able to say, . .e or 1s 
my strength and my shield : My heart trusted m him, and I 

1 

AM HELPED" (Ps. 28: 7). 
A young man was seeking spiritual .counsel. As he w~s 

· d ced to the person of Jesus Chnst and the commu- I 
mtro u . · d " I h • 
ted way of Christian li vin~, he ex~la1~e , aven ~ go! 
h trength to live that kind of life, and he was nght. I 
~l~l,s when Christ calls us unto himsel ~, ~e a lso .empowers 

to live the life to which he calls. This 1s why 1t was that 

1 

~~ter could sleep in prison the night. before his scheduled 
e ution (Acts 12). This is why Dame! could pray among 

~~e ~ions (Daniel 6), and this is al~o why Dr. Paul Carlson I 
of Africa was able to go around wllh the greatest calmness, 
almost jokingly, helping people, when the rebels were 

1 
(Co111i1111ed 011 page 30) 
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the 
GROWING 

Features from your Church Ministries 
Department 
Brief, provocative articles to expand 

Advice to 
Parents From 

Ch1idren 
Don't give me everything I ask for. 

Sometimes I am just test ing you to see 
how much I can get. 

Don't always be giving orders. If you 
suggest something ins tead of giving a 
command, I will do it faster. 

Don't keep changing your mind about 
what you want me to do. Make up your 
mind and stick to it. Keep promises, both 
good and bad. If you promise a reward, 
make sure you give it to me. If you prom­
ise a punishment , make sure I get that, 
too. 

Glass Walls 
A sermon 

by Craig Brown, 
a teen-ager 

There exists a serious lack of communi­
cation between close C hristians. Now, I 
can see in this congregation a lot of 
beautiful people. And specifically these 
people are so beaut ifu l that they a re 
parents of anot her person. Now how 
many of you people that are parents have 
wanted to grab your kid and say, " I love 
you?" 

Well, maybe not quite like that, but 
how many times have you really felt like 

The Bible Says ... 
18 I BAPTIST HERALD 

edge 
the growing edge o f the mind and soul­
to s uggest, perhaps, new avenues of 
thought and action. 

Don't compare me with anybody else, 
especially with a brother or sister. If you 
make me out to be better or smarter , 
somebody gets hurt. If you make me o ut 
to be worse o r dumber , then I get hurt. 

let me do as much for myself as I can. 
That's how I learn . If you do everything 
for me, I will never be able to do any1 hi ng 
for myself. 

Don 't correct my mistakes in front of 
other people. Tell me how to improve 
when no body is around . 

Don't scream at me. It makes me 
scream back, and I don't want to be a 
screamer. 

Don 't tell lies in f ront of me or ask me 
to tell lies 10 help you out. It makes me 
think less of myself, even if I am sup­
posed to be doing you a favo r. 

When I do something wrong, don't try 

telling your kid you love him. But you 
don't beca use ... well ... "My kid ' ll 
think I 'm rea ll y weird." And us kids .. . 
how many times do we want to say to our 
Mom, "You' re reall y nea t ... in other 
words, I love you." But we don 't because 
. .. Wow! ... you don't say 1ha1 to your 
Mom !" 

And people in love, husband and wife, 
how many times have you hus bands 
want ed 10 say 10 your wife, " I love you so 
much .. . you're so specia l 10 me." But 
you don't because ... well ... you ' re 
both watching TV, a nd it's just not the 
right time to say it. 

Th is is a serio us problem. 
The way I define thi s problem is that 

we all live behind glass wa lls. We can't 

"Child ren are a gift from the Lord; 
they a re a real blessing" (Psalm 127:3 , 
TEV). 

Pal or Parent 
" My co1;clusion on the issue of 

whether a parent should 'be a friend' to 
his chi ld is that the parent who does his 
best to be a parent will have the best 
chance of being a friend when the child 
becomes an adult. If you have to worry 
about your child's friends hip a nd if you 
define his friendship by his smiling face 
and lack of anger, that wi ll inhibit your 
best judgment as the chi ld's parent. Your 
five-year-old doesn't need you as a 
fr iend; he's got the liule kid next 
door." -Dr. Milton Engel, George­
town Uni versity. (Reprinted with permis­
sion from Today 's Child Newsmagazine, 
Roosevelt , NJ 08555.) 

to get me to tell you why I did it. 
Sometimes I don't know why. 

Don '1 pay too much at1ention to me 
when I say I have a stomach-ache. Play­
ing sick can be a good way to gel out of 
doing things I d on't want to do or going 
places I don 't want to go. 

When you are wrong about something, 
admit it. 11 won' t hurt my opinion o f you. 
It will make it easier for me to adm it it 
when I am wrong. 

Treat me like you treat your friends. 
Then I will be your friend, and you will be 
mine. J ust because people are related 
does not mea n they can't be po lit e to each 
other. (Developed by a group of chi ldren 
in Amari llo, TX, and s hared by Ms. Isa­
bel Sampson in Church Teachers maga­
zine, February 1977 issue. Used by per­
mission. ) 

see the problem. It's a huge wall that we 
can't break down. We don't know it 's 
there. We don 't realize that we can't say 
"I love you" when we feel like it. This is 
very serious . It limits us as Christ ians. 

Well, I've defi ned the problem, and 
I' ve proved that it exists. So now all we 
have to do is solve it. 

Reac·h out! When you feel li ke it, reach 
out! I'm not sayi ng 10 go home and tell 
your kid you lo ve him every five minutes . 
Because you won' t mean it. But when 
you feel like tell ing your wife how s pecial 
she is or saying to your kid, " You know, 
I really love you. You really tu rned ou t all 
right." Just do it because you feel it. Go 
get 'em! (from The American Baptist, 
July-August 1975. Used with permiss ion.) 

" Tead1 a child how he should li ve, and 
he will remember i1 a ll hi~ life" (Prov. 
22:6 TEV). 

"Never forget these commands that I 
am giving you today. Teach them to your 
children. Repeat them when you are at 
home and when you a re away, when yo u 
arc resting and when you are working" 
(Deut. 6:6-7' TEV). 

"Son, pay auention to what your 
father a nd m other tell you. Their teach ing 
will improve your character as a hand-

Inventory for 
Parents 
by Ken Anderson 

I . H ave you committed yourself to 
God as a Chr istian parent, depending 
upon h im to give you discernment and 
guidance in your relationships with your 
children? 

2. Do you show an interest in the ac­
tivities of your children? 

TV Sets More 
Lovable Than 
Some Fathers 

As ked which they liked better-TV, 
Daddy or Mom my-a whopping 44 per­
cent of 156 rural four-to-six-year-olds 

Learning From 
Our Children 
H e's far greater, that little child, than 

you ; 
The very child you teach, he teaches 

you . 
You teach him to be Christlike, but 

have you forgotten he already is, far 
m ore than you? 

You teach him right from wrong, and 

Why Teens 
Don't Use Drugs 

T eenage student s who do not use drugs, 

including alcohol, have . a . b~ckgrou?d 
which includes parental d1sc1phne, family 

some turban or a necklace improves your 
appearance" (P rov. I :8-9, TEV) 

"Children, obey your parents, for this 
is right. 'You must honor your father and 
mother '-this is the first commandment 
with a promise to make it good-so that 
you may prosper and live a long life on 
earth.' You parents, too , must stop exas-

3. Do you want your children to be­
come Christ ians for their own sakes, 
rather than have them become Christians 
so you will appear to be a successful 
Chri stian parent? 

4. Are you careful not to let the pres­
sures of adult life infl uence your attitudes 
toward your children? 

5. Have you ever corrected faults of 
your own, which you suspected were a 
hi'ndrance between you and your child­
ren? 

6. Do your children enjoy talking to 
you about their personal experiences? 

preferred their trusty television sets to 
their fathers. Only 20 percent chose T V 
over Mom. 

Dr. Jung Bay Ra, an educational psy­
chologist, points out that TV is a definite 
and formidable ri val for the affections of 
the child, and nearly half of the fathers 
are losing the battle to the TV set. H e 
states: " The father-child attachment has 
never been as strong as the mother-child 
relationship. T his study seems to show 
that frequent TV viewing and children' s 

yet it's he, not you, whose conscience 
is more clear and free. 

You teach him trust in God, but can't 
you see tha t it is you who lack trust 
more than he? 

For you find doubt and reason your 
way, while he in simple faith believes 
straightaway. 

You teach him to forgive, but don't 
you know that he forgives in half the 
time you do. 

togetherness , and the influence of reli­
gion. This conclusion is from a study by 
the St. Louis County Office of Youth 
Programs. Some of the findings: nine out 
of ten nonusers interviewed s'aid they 
were close to their parents; eigh t in ten 

pera1ing your children, but continue to 
bring them up with the sort of education 
and counsel the Lord approves" (Eph. 
6: 1-4, Williams), 

" Let no one think litt le of you because 
you are young, but always set an example 
for believers, in speech, conduct, love, 
faith and purity" (I Tim. 4:12 , Wil­
liams). 

7. Do your children come to you for 
advice? 

8. When you must render discipline, 
do you do it in a cool, collected manner, 
making sure you have evaluated all sides 
of the circumstances? 

9. Are you careful to set a crystal 
clear example to your chi ldren in matters 
of fairness, honesty, a nd attitudes toward 
others? 

10. Do you apologize to your children 
when you have acted un fairly, lost your 
temper, or otherwise discredited yourself 
in their eyes? 

emotional attachment to the set may be 
further weakening the father-child rela­
tionship ." After all, the set is always a­
vailable as a companion and is, in many 
cases, more entertaining company than 
glum, grouchy, preoccupied Pop. Some 
children develop such strong a ttachments 
for TV performers that they lose touch 
with realit y. 
(Reprinted with permission from Today 's 
Child Newsmagazine, Roosevelt, NJ 
08555.) 

And he, when he forgi ves, at once for­
gets; but you? You st ruggle long with 
grudge and debts. 

You try to teach him love . .. . you 
can't; you cry, " M y child you are the 
teacher, and not I!" 

So learn from him, be like him, you 
who teach. 

Yo u must, Christ sa ys, if heaven you 
would reach . 

-Ida Boyer Bontrager 

said parents "checked up" on their ac­
tivities; eight in ten described religion as 
either very or m oderately important to 
them. (from Yo11thlet1er, August 1977 . © 
Evangelical Minist ries , Inc . Used with 
permission.) 
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PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

"SUPPOSE 
IT RAINS" 
To Plan or Not to 
Plan-That is the 

Question! 

by Everett A. Barker 

REASONS FOR NOT PLANNING 
Planning a head is a difficult exercise for 
most people. There a re ma ny reasons fo r 
this , a nd I a m suggesting a few. Presen t 
needs, problems and opportun ities ab­
sorb so much t ime that there is little le ft 
fo r fu ture planning. T he uncertainty 
about the future is a deterrent especia lly 
in a time when events are moving so 
rapidly. No one likes to make plans only 
to see them cancelled, fai l or be radica ll y 
changed. Robert Burns, the Scotc h po et, 
aptly said , "The best la id schemes o'mice 
an ' men ga ng aft agley a n ' lea'e us no ught 
but g rie f and pain, fo r promised joy!" 
Yo u have possibly experienced s uccess 
with a hastily o rganized event, while a 
ca refully planned event was fa r less suc­
cessfu l. T here are passages o f Scriptu re 
suggesting that concern a bout the futu re 
is better met by daily trust in God for the 
present needs. Some C hris tians even feel 
that pla nning a head is presuming upon 
God. Experiences a nd thi n king like thi s 
can easil y lead us to the conclus ion tha t 
future plann ing is no t rea ll y a ll tha t pro­
ductive . 

The Rev. Everett A . Barker is estate plan­
ning director of the North American Bap­
tist Conference. 
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A MAN WHO PLANNED 
There is another side to the coin. I am 
thinking about Noah , who was instructed 
by God to build an ark to certa in speci­
fications to prepa re for a flood the extent 
of which had never be fore been experi ­
enced. A great flood did eventually come. 
Being in the ark sa ved the lives of Noah , 
his fa mily and certain species of animals . 
It is easy to read the biblical account and 
applaud all that Noah did , but I am cer­
tain that it was not a ll tha t easy. Noa h 
must have had m a ny questions a nd feel­
ings of uncertainty as the construction 
progressed. Think about the time 
materials and money that went into thi~ 
effort which, by the standards of the day, 
represented a monumental task. Thus 
the thought may have entered hi s minct 
that it might not rain a nd fl ood to the ex­
tent anticipa ted, and Noah would have a 
g ia nt white elephant on his ha nds. Not 
only tha t, but a lso he would be the prize 
fool of his generation. 

GOD IS A PLANNER 
Pla nning involves a degree o f uncertain­
ty. This is particularly true of financial 
and esta te plann ing. I a m o ft en am azed at 
the cas ua l a ttitude some persons ta ke 
abo ut their hard-earned reso urces . E ven 
people in their sevent ies and eighties con­
tinue to put o ff fac ing the need to put 
their houses in order . The Bible , from 
Genesis to Revelatio n , reveals a God who 
is a metic ulo us planner. There is no co n­
tradict ion whatever in Christi a ns ma king 
fina ncia l a nd esta te pla ns based upon the 
informat ion a nd counsel avail a ble to us. 
Much o f the success of these pla ns de­
pends upo n the will a nd p ur pose o f God 
th rough our li ves. S ince we a re s tewards 
(ma nagers) of God ' s possessions , he has a 
purpose fo r them . 

PERSO NAL ESTATE PLANNING 
Persona l estate planning is simpl y a n a t­
tem pt to a nt ic ipate different eventualities 
in passing possessio ns to fa mil y a nd 
God ' s wor k, when he calls us home. This 
event may be a s ho rt o r long t ime in co m­
ing, but the im port a nr thing is to have o ur 
pla n ready. As long as we are a li ve a nd 
competent, the pla n ca n be changed . 
Wha t about yo ur will? D o yo u have a 
wi ll? If yo u have a will , does it meet the 
needs o f your family a nd the Lo rd 's 
wo.rk ? Remember, Noah d id no t sta rt to 
buil d the a r k when the ra in began 10 fall. 
He started a long ti me be fore and was 
READY when the ark was needed . 

FINANC IAL 
SECURITY THROUGH 
BETTER EST A TE PLANNING 
No wadays we hear much about pla n­
ning for a family, education, finances, 
etc. Many people think that estate 
planning is for the very r ich only. This 
is not true. We can help you get started 
on .. . 

WHAT !S AN ESTATE? 
·It is basically everything you own: 
cars, money, stocks , b onds, rea l 
estate , furniture, j ewelry, etc. 
WHAT ESTATE PLANNING IS 
NOT: 
It is no t just a will; a ltho ugh a will 
may be a key element in the plan. 
WHAT IS ESTATE PLANNING? 
Esta te planning, according to Robert 
Sha rpe in ~ is brochure , "Better Estate 
Pla nning," is "simply setting up a 
plan fo r the creation, accumula tio n 
con~ervation and distribution of pos~ 
sessions, so they will do the most good 
for you a nd your famil y." 

WRITE TODAY for the brochure 
" Better Esta te Pla nning ," and lea rn : ' 

• Wha t a n esta te plan includes 
• Wh a t th e lea rnin g-earning­

yearning cycle is and how to 
avoid yearning 

• The danger o f forced liquida­
tion 

Plea se send me the brochure: 
D "Better Estate Pla nning" 
D " Wishing Won ' t Make I t so 

but Estate Pla nning Will " ' 
D " Wha t You Sho uld No t Assume 

About Esta te Pla nning" 

Name 

Street Address 

Tow n S ta te / Province Z ip 

Send to: E ve r e tt A. Barke r , North 
Ame rican Baptis t C onfere nc e , I 
So . 210 S ummit A ve., O a kbrook 
Terrace, IL 601 81. Ph o n e: (31 2) 
495-2000 

YOUTH and SINGLES: 
Building Relationships 

1979 Triennial Conference Programs 
YOUNG TEENS (those entering g ad 7 8 
9). r es , , 

Kirk wood Motor Inn 1·s the . meet mg 
place, and " Building Rela tionships 
Th rough c .hrist ,, is the theme, as youth 
mte rac t With resource leaders , huddle 
leaders and one another. 

Pr,ogram resource leaders include: 
God s Vo lunteers, Jeff Siemon o f the 
Minn esota Vikings , Jim a nd Cheryl 
Yerke, Bryan Hochha lter Brenda Moser 
Go rdie and Sandy B~uslaugh, Joh~ 
Sto ber, missionaries and the N.A.B. Col­
lege Drama Group . 
A~t ivities are planned fo r good variety 

and interest. You will spend an afternoon 
at Sertoma Park, where recreation and a 
visit to the zoo are available. Another 
a ft e rnoon will be spent at Fort Lincoln 
fo r a to ur o f the museum, Indian Village 
and fo rt , plus a genuine scavenger hunt. 
Other activities include roller skat ing and 
a n all-day outing filled wi th a variety o f 
acti vities . Teens will also be able to par-

The Rev. Bruce A. Rich is general direc­
tor of the N.A. B. Church Ministries 
Department. 

ticipa te in other conference events such as 
the Benny Hester concert a nd the ice 
cream social. 

G ordon Ba usla ugh is the coordinator 
of the Young Teens program. 
YOUTH (those entering gra de 10 through 
age 25) 

It' s Super Huddle '79! An action 
packed event for youth. Dawson McAll­
ister will lead the sessions that form the 
heart of this g reat huddle, a s he deals with 
"relationships ." Da wson is intense, 
dynamic and " shoots stra ight. " H e con­
ducts youth conferences on " relation­
ships " all across the co untry. 

J e ff Siemon of the Minnesota Vikings , 
Benny Hester and Greg Nelson of Spar­
row Records will al so be featured . Mr. 
Nelson will direct the rehearsals and 
presentation of the youth musical on 
Saturday evening. 

The days will furth er be filled with hud­
dle gatherings , discussio ns, recreation 
and fellowship. 

The youth program a nd a ctivities will 
center at Mary College, fi ve miles south 
o f the city. There is lodging space a t the 
college for about 500; however youth can 
stay in motels with their pa rents and ride 

by Bruce A. Rich 

the s huttle bus to the college in the morn­
ings. Don't meas ure the value of this 
Super Huddle in dollars , but in the im­
pact it will have on your life! 

It a ppears that not just a fe w, but bus 
loads of youth are coming for S uper Hud­
dle ! Are you one of them? 

Jeff Auch is the coordinator of the 
youth program. 
SINGLES (ages 18-99) 

Are you looking for something a little 
extra during the Triennia l Conference? 
Join in the activities planned for singles ! 
There will be a poolside buffet on Tues­
day , followed by a choice o f workshops 
planned for the interests of singles. That 
evening attend the Shenaniganza at 9:30 
p.m . and enjoy the fun and fellowship. 

Wednesday night "Pick an Opportu­
nity" to be involved in a seminar designed 
with singles in mind. Participate in a visit 
to the Ba ptist Home, a pizza buffet , fam­
ily reunion, recreation, beef bar-b-q , 
singspiration and' o ther opportunltle's to 
build relatio nships. The Town H ouse 
Motor Inn will be the hub for singles ac­
tivities. Get into the action! 

Dixie Pot ratz is the coordina tor of the 
singles program. D 

WHATEVER YOUR AGE OR 
INTEREST, MAKE THE 1979 
TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE IN 
BISMARCK, ND, A MUST ON 

YOUR CALENDAR. 
SEE YOU IN BISMARCK! 

July 10-15, 1979. 
If you have not registered, do it NOW! Your pastor will be gla d to help you 
with information and registration forms. Or write to: Triennial Con­
ference Planning, 1So. 210 Summit Ave., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

MAY 1979 21 



CHURCH EXTENSION BUILDE RS 

IDAHO FALLS, ID, CHURCH EXTENSION PROJECT 
by Robert G. Lennick 

Serving in Cameroon for almost three years has Jed to 
sharpened interest and ideas about missions. C hurch 
extension has afforded opportunities to implement some 
of those same ideas in meeting the need H ERE to go, teach 
and baptize ; to declare that through Christ " is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe 
are justified from all things" (Acts 13:38-39). 

The exciting thing is that this message is what everyone 
wants to hear . Many find it ha rd to let go and believe that 
in Christ our sins a re buried in the deepest sea . Debbie 
found it hard to respond at first bu t did on the second visit. 
She has accepted Christ as Sa vi or , followed the Lord in 
baptism a nd is now a n active member in her church. Ghani 
and Gloria had a C hristian background but did not have 
the assurance of sins forgiven nor the confidence that they 
had C hrist in their lives. Both wanted to be right with God 
but d id not know how. Several others have made that re­
sponse in this first year o f Christian ministry here in Idaho 
Falls. 

The most obvious challenge that presentl y confronts us 
is: How do we disciple those who have come to believe? Do 
we assume that discipleship takes place a utomatically? 
Several approaches seem open. The first has been acti ­
vated-a Sunday school class designed with the needs of 
the new Christ ian in mind . A second involves following up 
a commitment with four weeks o f study within that home. 
Others are on the drawing boards and should be gradually 
developed in the next year. 

The potential for developing an effective force for 
Christ in this community is very good . Our average at ten­
dance a year ago was 25; it is now 54. A year ago, we had 
four Sunday school classes with no regular teachers; now 
we have seven classes with regular teachers and substitutes 
for each. A year ago, the pastor was the only one involved 
in evangelism and discipleship; now there are several. 

Eagle Rock Baptist has purchased 4.6 acres of prime real 
estate in a newly developing area o f town. With the help of 
committed Ch ristians in the N.A.B. Conference and the 
Oregon-Idaho Association , it will be paid for by th e end of 
this year. With the Lord's blessing, we plan to begin the 
building in 1980. 

We have an unusually needy area. There are less than 
half as many evangelical Christians here, per capita, as in 

The Rev. Robert G. lennick is pastor of Eagle Rock Bap­
tist Church. Idaho Falls, ID. 
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the rest of the United States as a whole . Yet, th e responses 
come. This means that we need to take advantage of this 
responsiveness by putting forth a concerted effort in work, 
prayer and giving. 

Backyard Bible Club in act ion. 

Sunday worship during the church campout. 

Two gospel teams from North American Baptist College in Edmonton were on tour 
from January 3- 13, 1979. Here are their reports. 

NAB COLL/JGJJ TJJJ/JIS RBPORT 
NEW HOPE 
We are the mixed team whose purpose is to sing for the 
g lory o f o ur Lord Jesus Christ. The name, New Hope, was 
chosen to convey the hope and new li fe we have found 
since accepting J esus C hrist into our li ves. There are ten of 
us who come from Canada and the United States. We sing 
under the direction of P rofessor John Taylor. Ruth Anne 
Stockda le from Raymore, SK; Barb Hart from Minitonas , 
MB; and Delores Kren tz from Prince George, BC, sing 
soprano. Ma ureen Grieger, Minitonas, MB, a nd Ingrid 
Kaplun , Winnipeg, MB, sing a lto. Our tenors were Wesley 
Lutz from Underwood, ND, and Tim Koenig from Cali­
fornia. Tim has been replaced this semester by Peter Flynn 
from H ope, BC. The bass are Harry Kelm , Milwaukee, 

-"~' , ' ( 

New Hope Gospel Team 

TROMBONE TRIO PLUS ONE 
"Praise the Lord! P ra ise God in his sanctuary ... Praise 
hi m with 'trombone' sound " (Ps. 150: 1-3). This was our 
theme as we traveled through Bri tish Columbia from Jan­
uary 3-13. The members of the trio are Jim Long, instruc­
tor in Music at NABC; Rudy Bauder, Beaverton, OR, a 
thi rd year student in the Bachelor of Religious Education 
program ; Darryl Somers, Winnipeg, MB, in his las t year o f 
the Diplo ma o f Bibl ical St udies program, a nd pianist 
Sherry Peter, also from Winnipeg, in her first year of the 
Di ploma o f Bi blical St udies program. 

O ur first stop took us to Valleyview, AB. In BC we 
visited Dawson Creek, Prince George, C hilli wack, Surrey, 
Evergreen Baptist Home in White Rock, Ebenezer and Im­
manuel Bapti st C hurches in Vanco uver, Richmond, Oso­
yoos and Creston. Our last program was held at Th ornhill 
Ba ptist Ch urch in Calgary , AB. It consisted of music with 
a devotional emphasis o n worship woven throughout , 
ma king it a unique experience for all. We also included a 
special segment just fo r th e children, altho ugh the adult s 

WI, and Stan Backhaus, Bismarck, ND. Our pianist is 
Marlene Dickau from Wetaskiwin, AB. 

The ten-day-tour during the Christmas break was quite 
an experience. A usual day consisted of breakfast at our 
hosts' homes, meeting at the church to leave for our next 
destination, and driving for four to six hours. Arriving at 
the church in good time, we enjoyed a delicious supper and 
then prepared for the concert in the evening. A special time 
for all of us was the devotional period before the con­
cert - a time of encouragement and sharing, a time when 
the concert was committed into the Lord's hands. 

Leaving Edmonton on January 3, our itinerary took us 
to Saska toon and Regina, SK; Underwood, Bismarck, 
Hebron , and New Leipzig, ND; Mcintosh a nd Spearfish, 
SD; Plevna and Sidney, MT, concluding back in Canada at 
Golden Prairie, SK, and Carbon, AB. 

Each of the team members thanks God for the oppor­
tunity of service a nd the privilege of meeting the Lord's 
people in so many different areas. It was exciting to share 
our fai th in the living Savior and th e ministry of NABC in 
our lives. We thank the Lord for good roads and a sa fe 
journey. Our thanks go to the churches we served for their 
hospita li ty and fr iendliness. Art Petrie, director of de­
velopment at NABC, was our advisor on the tour. He was 
a g reat enco uragement to us a s well as our "Dad" for the 
trip . Being able to share the good news of Christ was a very 
rewa rding experience, and we are thankful that we were 
given the opportunity to minister in this way . It's some­
thing none of us will forget! 

-Ingrid Kaplun a nd Ruth Anne Stockda le 

were usually j ust as involved. It included special music by 
the trio, a solo by Instructor Long, and a skit with Sherry 
and two puppet fr iends. With Darryl animating Eldon and 
Frank , and Sher ry talking wit h them about the Holy 
Spirit 's fruit of self-control, the puppet show held a special 
place in the program for all ages. The music itself ranged 
from Renaissance to modern; slow, meditative pieces to 
bright music of praise; o ld familiar hymns to new un­
fam iliar pieces, all developing the theme of worship. 

How could we describe the trip as a nything but exciting! 
Beside the fact that we drove through some of the most 
majest ic parts of God's creation, we also praise our Lord 
for the chance to serve him in such a substantia l yet unique 
way, sharing through music a nd fellowship the g lory and 
love of o ur Lord Jesus. It was rewarding to realize the 
sincere appreciation the people had for the music and mes­
sage we brought . Many expressed how our ministry touch­
ed them in a persona l way, and that is what it was all 
about! 
-Darryl Somers 
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E NI ERSA 
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Schinkel, Grace 
Baptist Church, Kelowna, BC, celebrated 
their diamond wedding anniversary on 

Nov. 11 , 1978. Their son, Edward, was 
master of ceremonies, and the Rev. Ger­
hard Poschwatta spoke. They formerly 
lived near Chil liwack, BC, where they were 
members of the Victoria Ave. Bapti st 
Church. For the past 11 years, they have 
lived in Kelowna, BC. Their sons, Edward, 
Ervin and Jack, of Chi lliwack, and their 
daughters, Ida (Mrs. Ray) Tetz of Kelowna, 
and Bernice (Mrs. Reinhold) Meu nch of 
Trochu, AB, attended the ce lebration. 

Mr. and Mrs. Julius S. Laskowski o f Roch· 
ester, NY, recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding ann iversary. They were married in 
Andrews Street Baptist Church, forerun­
ner of the Latta Road Baptist Church, 50 
years ago and have been members of the 
church for 54 years. They s till attend 
regularly. A daughter, Dorothy A lfieri of 
Rochester, celebrated the anniversary 
with them. 

E -o T ~I The young people of 
Ridgemont Baptist Church hosted a par· 
ent appreciat ion dinner o n Feb. 19, 1979. 
After weeks of planning and a busy Satur­
day of preparations, the young people 
treated thei r parents to a roast beef dinner 

with all the trimmings. The program, 
which followed, was led by the assistant 
pastor of Chri st ian Education, Bud Fuchs, 
under the theme, " Love Builds Bridges." A 
few parents made personal responses to 
this unique idea of a program and the 
great fellowship with the young people 
who expressed their appreciation for a 
Chri stian home and parents. This was an 
uplifting experience and strengt hened the 
bond of Christ ian love through Christ. (A 
grate ful parent.) 
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E El S Ou r New Year's Eve service 
was a most blessed and joyous event at 
Herreid Baptist Church. The pastor, the 
Rev. Edward Kopf, baptized 11 people (pie· 
lured) and welcomed them into the fellow· 
ship of the Church. Five of the people bap. 
tized became members of the Herreid Bap­
ti st Church, and six became members of 

the Faith Baptist Church of Selby, which 
Rev. Kopf also serves. We thank God for 
the wonderful ministries of the Rev. G. G. 
Rauser, who conducted the meetings at 
Herreid, and those of the Rev. Keith 
Williams, who conducted the meetings at 

C A ON, r . The auditorium of the 
Evangel Baptist Church, which seats 450 
people, was filled to overflowing as mem· 
bers and friends gathered to share in the 
dedication service on Feb. 25, 1979. Dr. 
Roy Seibel, professor o f evangelism and 
chu rch development at N.A.B. Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, SD, brought challenging and 
stirring messages during the morning and 
af ternoon services. 

Special guests brought greetings: Jef· 
ferson Milner, mayor of Boca Raton; the 
Rev. John Ziegler, acting general secretary 
for Church Extension, and Richard 
Florence, manager o f the Moody station in 
Florida. Giving his tes timony was our 
special guest, the Rev. Hisashi Murakami, 
a fru it o f our N.A.B. mission work in Japan, 
and pastor of Tsu Christ ian Church. The 
Florida Bible College choir sang at the ser­
vices. A reception followed the afternoon 
service. Many letters and telegrams were 
read, including one from Bi lly Graham. 

In add ition to the beautiful sanctuary, 
there is a spacious fellowship hall wi th a 
lounge and of fices adjacent. The approx· 
imate cost of the entire project is 
$450,000.00 which was made possible 
through the cooperation o f the N.A.B. 
Conference and many interested friends. 
We praise God for every obstacle faced, 

the Selby Church. (Donna Conway, re­
porter.) 

The Kids for Christ of 
First Baptist Church observed Youth 
Week, January 28-February 4. During the 
morning worship services, they part ici­
pated by leading the responsive Scripture, 
readi ng the ch ildren's s tory, and providing 
special music. On the evening of February 
4, the entire service was conducted by the 
youth; a special film, "The Tommy John 
Story," was shown. 

At special service, held Sunday evening, 
February 11, appreciation was expressed 
to the music leaders of ou r chu rch for 
their faithfulness: Jane Krause, choir 
director; Kathy Rabenhorst, organist and 
pianist, and Kathy Miller, organis t and 
choir accompanist. The Rev. Allan Kranz is 
pastor. (Michelle Miller, reporter.) 

C Y A On Sunday, February 11, 
members and friends of Grace Baptist 
Church met at the church for the instal la· 
tion service of the new pastor, the Rev. 
Walter Kerber. The Rev. Ron Kernohan 
presented the message challeng ing the 
church to work together as one, and great 
blessings would be reaped. The Rev. 

and every victory won. The concrete wall, 
which the city council requested we build 
around the church, is only one example of 
how God answered prayer. People of the 
neighborhood from al l walks of fai th went 
to several counci l meetings and spoke on 
our behal f. Today there is no wal l. Our 
faith was tes ted in many ways right up to 
the day we received our occupancy permit 
and held our first serv ice. The truck, carry­
ing our beautiful pews, was hijacked. For 
three days the church prayed, and our 
faith was enlarged. God was in control. 
The truck was found embedded in the 
sand of an orange grove in Orlando. 

The sanc tuary is fl anked on ei ther side 
by s tained glass windows with symbols 
embedded in glass, which recoun t key 
even ts recorded in the Old and New 
T&s taments. 

A white steeple poin ts heavenward as a 
memorial to Kay Miller, whom God ca lled 
at age seventeen to be with him in glory. 
The church has a charter membership of 
sixty. The attendance on Sundays is more 
than one hundred. Four missionaries are 
supported by the church. Weekly vis ita· 
lion in the church neighborhood has been 
rewarding; each week the number of con­
tacts doubles. Sunday school for all ages 
has been started. (Joyce Batek, reporter.) 

Frank Berg (pictured at left) gave the 
charge to the pastor (pictured at right), 
and the Rev. Kanwischer, the interim 
pastor for the past five months, gave the 
charge to the church stressing the impor· 
lance of working together as well as Pray· 
ing for one another. The dedication prayer 
was led by the Rev. G. Kalmbach, and the 
declaration of invitation was led by Andy 
Bowler, church moderator. The choir and a 
quartet sang special mu sical numbers. 
(Mrs. L. Moller, reporter.) 

'0 0 WA Mrs. Edna Chaffee, Wife 
of the late Dr. Leslie M. Chaffee, returned 
in Apri l to Cameroon, Wes t Africa, to be 
present at the ded ication of the new Chil· 
dren's Ward at Sanso in memory of her 
husband. Dr. and Mrs. Chaffee served as 
medical missionaries in Kumba at the Ban· 
so Baptist Hospital from 1948 to 1964. 
They returned again to Afri ca in 1973 and 
served for 10 months until Dr. Chaf fee 
contracted viral pneumonia which re· 
sui ted in a fatal cardiac arrest. 

Recen tly, " Mrs. Chaffee Sunday" was 
observed at Cypress Baptist Church. She 
(pictured) shared some of her slides and 
past experiences in A frica. A special offer· 

ing was taken to assist her wit h traveli ng 
expenses, and the youth of the church 
held a garage sale with proceeds going to 
the trip fund. The Rev. Kenneth Schmu· 
land is pastor of Cypress Bapt ist. (Ellen 
Moore, reporter.) 

On the evening of 
Jan. 28, 1979, Temple Bapt ist Church wit· 
nessed a joint bapt ismal service with the 
daughter church, Brooks Baptist Church. 
Pastor Norman Dreger, Temple Baptist, 
baptized s ix candidates, and Pastor Edwin 
Broadway, Brooks Baptis t Church, bap­
tized three adults. A fellowship lunch was 
served after the service. 

During the morning service on February 
4, the six newly baptized people, plus four 
others who came by transfer of letter, 
gave their testimonies and favorite Bible 
verses. The hand of fellowship was ex· 
tended to them before the communion 
service. We praise the Lord for Pastor 
Dreger, who faithfully proclaims the Word 
of God. (Christina Schatz, reporter.) 

On Feb. 10, 1979, the 
annual valentine banquet was held at . the 

Grace Baptist Church. The men 's brother· 
hood cooked the meal, and the young peo· 
pie served. The tables were beautifully 
decorated; the people ate by candlelight. 
Leona Hutton provided the special music; 
Lloyd Omdahl was master of ceremonies. 
Pastor Robert Penner led the people in 
prayer. (Mrs. Bonita J. Shambaugh, re­
porter.) 

On Sunday evening, Feb. 
25, 1979, a special farewell service was 
held at First Baptist Church for Pastor Ken 
MacDonald, his wife and famil y, who 
moved to Meadowlark Baptist Church, in 
Edmonton, AB, April 1. 

Pastor Ken and Marg came to Arnprior 
Sept. 1, 1973, f rom the N.A.B. Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, SD. Over the past five and a 
half years, their ministry has been ap-

Order Your 1979 N.A.B. Directory 
For only $2.50 per copy you can know al l about the 
North American Baptist Conference 

At your fingertips wi ll be important and 
valuable in formation : 

Committee on Constitutional 
Chong es 

1977 Statist ics 
North American Bapti st 
Conference Committees and 
Boards: 

General Counci l 

Communications Committee 
Finances and Stewordship 
Committee 

Associat ion Representatives to 
The General Council 

Investment Committee 
Church Loon Fund Committee 
North American Baptist 
Minister's Fellowship 
Pension Fund 
Church Extension Deportment 
Church Ministries Deportment 
General Missionary Society 
North American Bapti st College 
North American Baptist 
Seminary 
Stewardship and 
Communications Deportment 
Homes for the Aging 
Missionaries' Addresses 
Chapla ins' Addresses 
Mini sters' Addresses 
Church Addresses 
Conference Activities Calendar 
for 1979 
Church Index 

Order today from : 
Communicotions Deportment 
North A mer icon Bapti st Conference 
1 So. 210Summit, 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

Nome 

Street 

City 

State/ Prov. _______ .Z ip ---~ 

D $2.50 enclosed for N .A.B. DIRECTORY 

MAY 1979 25 



preciated. 
A plaque was presented by Pastor Ken 

to Don Walmsley in appreciation of his 
technical composition of the Church's 
ministry on both CJET, Smith Falls, and 
CKOB, Renfrew. The Rev. Wilmer Quiring, 
Eastern Area secretary, was the guest 
speaker for the evening. 

Pastor Ken reflected on some of the 
highlights of the years together: the radio 
ministry, bus ministry, the addition of a 
new Christian education unit, our growing 
sister church in Ottawa (Nepean Baptis t), 
summer camp, and the spirit of oneness 

• 1n • memoriam 
WESLEY R. DICKAU was born Dec. 1, 1925 
and died Nov. 28, 1978. He was converted 
and baptized at a young age. Survivors in­
clude his loving children, his loving 
mother, two brothers, a sister-in-law, and 
many relatives. Pastor Larry Parker and 
Pastor Rosenkrantz officiated at the 
funeral service at t he Calvary Baptist 
Church, Wetaskiwin, AB. Beautiful songs 
were sung by his younges t daughter and 
by Leroy Dickau. 

MRS. DENA JURRENS, born Jan. 3, 1894, 
died Jan. 1, 1979. On Feb. 24, 1926, she 
married Harm Jurrens of Litt le Rock, IA. 
They moved to George, IA, where she 
spent the rest of her li fe. She loved the 
Lord and was a faith ful witness. Survivors 
are her daughter, Hattie, and two sis ters: 
Mrs. Martha Hass and Mrs. Jennie Heeren. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
her husband, one in fant daughter, eight 
sisters, and two brothers. The Rev. Morris 
Mot ley o f Centra l Baptist Church o f­
ficiated at the funeral service. 

JACOB H. KRUSE, born Nov. 25, 1893, 
died Jan. 3, 1979, at the age of 85. He mar· 
ried Etta Jurrens, Feb. 28, 1920. He was an 
active and fai th ful member o f Central Bap­
tist Church, George, IA, serving as church 
treasurer for many years. He was ac tive in 
the George area and served as director on 
the loca l cooperatives. Survivors are two 
sons: Harold J. and Glenn; one daughter, 
Ina Faye; seven grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, four brothers, three 
sisters, and his wife, Etta. The Rev. Morris 
Mot ley off ic iated at the funeral service. 
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among the community churches. A paint­
ing and a special memory album were pre-

KATHRENA GRENZ HOLZWARTH, 85, of 
Mound City, SD, was born near Artas, SD, 
on Aug. 26, 1893, and died Feb. 24, 1979. 
On July 7, 191 3, she married Wilhelm 
Holzwarth in Eureka. They farmed in 
Campbell County until 1946 when they 
moved into Mound City. In 1976 Mrs. 
Holzwarth became a resident of the Good 
Samaritan Center in Herreid and later in 
Selby. She accepted Christ as her Savior 
in 1931 and was baptized into t he fel­
lowship of the Herreid Bapt is t Church. 
She is survived by two sons: Ervin and 
Raymond; four daughters: Martha Aman! 
Lyd ia Heinrich, Mathilda Brockel and Irene 
Lutz; 20 grandchildren; 24 great-grand­
children; three brothers: John, Alfred and 
Henry Grenz, and three sisters: Mathilda 
Guthmiller, Martha Ackerman, and Marie 
Biel. Mr. Holzwarth predeceased her in 
1963. Pastor Edward Kopf officiated at the 
funeral service. 

ALBERT LEPPKE, 75, Carrington, ND, was 
born in Hillsboro, KS, on Jan, 8, 1904, and 
died Feb. 19, 1979. On Oct. 11 , 1931 , he 
marr ied Emma Rosenau at McClusky. He 
was a member of Calvary Baptis t Church, 
Carrington, where he was a dedicated 
worker and a deacon of the Church. Sur· 
vivors include his wife, Emma; two sons: 
Dewayne, Portage, Ml, and Rober t, Wes t 
Chicago, IL; five grandchildren; three 
sisters: Mrs. Herbert Leidah l, Mrs. Frank 
Bass, Mrs. Arnold Sirotiak, and two 
brothers: Arnold and Harold. The Rev. 
Frank Unruh and the Rev. Howard 
Westland officiated at the funeral service. 

MRS. EMMA B. LOHR was born July 22, 
1878, in Brom berg, Germany, and died 
Jan. 21, 1979. With her parents she came 
to live in Chicago, IL in 1881 , where she 
spent her childhood and yo uth. Mrs. Lohr 
accepted the Lord as her personal Savior 
at First German Bapti st Church (Foster 
Avenue Baptist) where she was bapl ized 
and became a member. She married Dr. 
George Lohr in 1900. Fol lowing the wed· 
ding, they moved to St. Paul, MN, where 
they had their firs t church minis try. Later 

sented to Ken and Marg. (Rosalie Russett, 
reporter.) 

ARNPRIOR, ON. The choir of First Baptist 
Church presented John W. Peterson's 
cantata, " Jesus Is Coming," on February 
18, under the direction of Mrs. Linda Pur­
vis, accompanied by Mrs. Cheryl Mielke on 
the piano. 

This excellent presentat ion in music 
was enjoyed by members of the various 
local churches and the people of the com­
munity. (Rosalie Russett , reporter.) 

they served churches in Minonk, IL; 
Chicago, IL; Avon, SD; St. Joseph, Ml, and 
Emery, SD. They moved to Lodi in 1924 
where Dr. Lohr was pastor of First Baptist 
Church for 13 years. Mrs. Lohr assisted 
her husband in church act ivities, taught 
Sunday school and served as leader of the 
Women's Missionary Society effectively. 
Predeceasing her were a daughter, Lydia, 
in infancy; her son, Milton, in 1953 and her 
husband in 1937. Mrs. Lohr has made her 
home with her son, Calvin. Her 100th 
birthday was celebrated at Temple Baptist 
Church, July 1978. She is survived by three 
sons: Elmer, Homer, and Calvin, all of 
Lodi; two brothers: Adolph and Irving 
Mlodoch; a sister, Li llian Mollhagen; one 
grandson, and four great-grandchildren. 
Mrs. Lohr was a gentle, Christian lady, be­
loved by all who knew her. She made her 
impac t of Christian testimony through her 
dedication and faithfulness in perfec t at­
tendance of all services unti l she was 
physically unable to come. Her gracious 
smile and soft spokenness have blessed 
all who knew her. 

ROBERT MATTIS, 87, Avon, SD, born May 
25, 1891 , near Avon, died Feb. 3, 1979. At 
age seven teen, he moved to Wilton, ND, 
wi th his parents, returning to Avon in 
1920. He married Lau ra Radack Oc t. 8, 
1921. He committed his l ife to Christ at 
age 33; this dec ision was the fou ndation 
for the remaining years of hi s l ife. He was 
baptized, joined Avon Baptist Church and 
remained fai thful and acti ve until h is 
healt h did not permit him to attend. In 
1943 they moved to Cali forn ia and lived in 
Vallejo and Lodi for 27 years; then they 
returned to Avon to retire. Survivors in­
clude his widow; three sons: Robert, Mar lo 
and Will iam o f California; one si ster, Mrs. 
Gustina Doran; one stepson, Darel l of 
Yankton; ten grandchi ldren , and twe lve 
great·grandchi ldren. The Rev. Henry Lang 
officated at funeral services. 

REV. JAKE W. NEUDORF, born Nov. 14, 
1927, in Osler, SK, died on Jan. 15, 1979, at 
the age of 51 years. After receiving Jesus 
Chris t as h is personal Sav ior, and receiv· 
ing his training at Prairie Bible Ins titu te 

and Two Rivers Bible Institu te, he was or· 
dained on June 6, 1954. He pastored chu r­
ches in Bluewing, MB; Davidson, SK, and 
the N.A.B. Conference churches in Fen­
wood, SK; Creston, BC, and Pri nce 

George, BC, where his las t pastorate was 
the For t George Bapti st Church. He is sur­
vived by his wi fe, Doreen, whom he mar­
ried Aug. 24, 1956; five children: Jerry, 
Gail , Vance, Karen, and Ardice; two 
sis ters: Mrs. Ruth Buhler and Mrs. Anne 
Klassen; five brothers: Abe, Peter, Dave, 
Bill , and George, and his stepmot her, Mrs. 
Susie Neudorf. As a much loved husband, 
father, bro ther, son, pastor, and friend, he 
will be greatly missed. Off iciating at the 
funeral service at Fort George Bapti st 
Church was the Rev. Ed Klingenberg. 

FLORENCE (GIEDD) REISER was born 
Sept. 2, 1931, to Fred and Bertha Giedd at 
Turtle Lake, ND. She grew up near Wash· 
burn. She married Orin Reiser, June 19, 
1954; they lived in Washburn. The entire 
family has been very ac tive in the Wash­
burn Baptist Church of which they are 
members. Florence lost her li fe in a two­
car acc ident in a blinding snowstorm, Dec. 
29, 1978. She is survived by her husband, 
Ori n, at home; two sons: Steven, Grand 
Fork s, and Doug las. at home; two sisters: 
Mrs. Irvin (Melinda) Schm id, Washburn, 
and Mrs. Donald (Gladys) Walz. Bismarck; 
and her mother, Mrs. Bertha Giedd, 
Washburn. The funeral service was con­
duc ted by the Rev. R. H. Zepik o f Bismarck 
in the absence of the Rev. Bernard 
Edinger. pastor. 

THEODORE SCHAEFFER, 70, of Herreid , 
SD, was born in Cambell County, SD, on 
June 7, 1908, and died on Feb. 20. 1979. He 
married Ott i lia Knoblich on Marc h 2, 1929. 
They farmed in Campbell County until 
1972 when they moved into Herreid. He ac­
cepted Chris t as his personal Savior dur­
ing the ministry of God·s Volunteers in 
197 1 and was baptized into the fello.wsh1p 
of the Herreid Baptist Ch urch. He is sur­
vived by his wife; two sons: El ion and 

Donley; two daughters: Ilene Knoeple and 
Lyla Diede; eight grandchildren and three 
sisters. Pastor Edward Kopf of fic iated at 
the funeral service. 

MRS. KATHARINE SIGLE was born in 
Monroe Township, NJ , on April 17, 1892, 
and died on Feb. 16, 1979. She was a 
member of First Baptist Church of James­
burg and had been a Sunday school 
teacher for more than 40 years. Katharine 
had an abiding fai th in her Lord and lived 
that faith in all facets of her life. Her hus­
band, Raymond, preceded her in death in 
1965. Katharine is survived by three 
daughters: Mrs. Evelyn Urciuoli of Orwell, 
VT, Mrs. Bernice Schroeder of Hight s­
town, NJ, and Mrs. Margaret Norem of 
New Milford, CT; two brothers: Emil 
Weiser! of Helmetta, NJ , and Wi lliam 
Weiser! of Tallahassee, FL; six grand­
children and one great·granddaughter. 

EDWARD SMULAND was born in Poland 
May 25, 1910, as the third son of Gottlieb 
and Natalia Schmuland. During the early 
teens of his life, he was saved, baptized 
and received in to the membership of the 
Baptist Church of Fenwood, SK. In 1941 
he married Miss Dorothy Climo. This 
union was blessed wi th five children. One 
son preceded his father in death at an ear­
ly age. He died March 3, 1979, at the age of 
68 years, nine months and six days. Sur­
vivors include his loving wife, Dorothy; 
son, Douglas of Gibbons, AB; daughters: 
Mrs. Margaret Boyer of Kelowna, Mrs. 
Janice Lamarre and Miss Joyce Smuland, 
both o f Edmon ton, AB; four grandchi ldren; 
seven brothers: Sam, Alfred, Reinhardt, 
Benjamin, Henry, Daniel and Oscar; his 
sis ter, Mrs. Adele Burke of Kelowna, BC, a 
half-brother Bill , and half-s isters: Jul ia, 
Emma, Hel en and Ottil ia. The Rev. Richard 
Hohensee and the Rev. Henry Smuland o f­
ficiated at the funeral service. 

ADELINE RUTH STEEN , Buf falo Center, 
IA, born to Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Buseman, Ju· 
ly 23, 1914, at Canistota, SD, died Feb. 9. 
1979. She accepted Chris t at age thirteen, 
was baptized, and joined the Spring Valley 
Bap ti st Church. She transferred her mem­
bership to First Baptist Church in Buf falo 
Center in 1942, where she remained a 
fai thfu l member as well as ac ti ve member 
of the Ladies' Mission Band. On Dec. 9, 
1959, she married George Steen. Survivors 
include her husband, George; one step­
son, Gerald, and hi s wi fe; one stepgrand­
son, and one sister, Mrs. Aei lt (Clara) 
Brass. The Rev. Ralph Chandler o ffic iated 
at the fu nera l service. 

DR. M. VANDERBECK. born Jan. 27. 1895. 
in Badum, Groningen Netherlands, died 
Feb. 25, 1979. His family came to Ameri ca 
in 1910 and settl ed in Michigan. He was or­
dained in the Belden Avenue Bapti st 

Church, Chicago, IL, in 1927. He was a 
missionary to th e Zuni Tribe of Pueblo In­
dians in New Mexico and a relig ious work 
director at Indian schools in Albuquerque 
and Santa Fe, NM, and Lawrence, KS. In 
1938 he became pastor of Bible Baptist 
Church, La Crosse, WI, and served for 10 
years. In 1967 he returned as the visitation 
pastor of the church and was also a 
volun teer chaplain at the St. Francis 
Hospital. He was also pastor of First Bap­
tist Church, West Union, IA. Besides La 
Crosse, he had pastorates in Mauston and 

Sheboygan, WI, and Chicago, IL, and had 
been an evangel ist for several years in 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and North 
and South Dakota. He was also adminis­
trator of Central Bapt ist Home, Norridge, 
IL. In 1960 he became an interim pastor for 
the North American Baptist Conference. 
He married Nellie Meulendyk in Grand 
Rapids, Ml, on April 24, 1924. Survivors in­
clude his wife; a daughter, Mrs. Walter 
(Laverne) Samb o f La Crosse, WI; a son, 
the Rev. H. John Vanderbeck of Norris­
town, PA, and three grandchildren. Two 
brothers and a s ister preceded him in 
death. He was a member of Bible Bapti st 
Church o f La Crosse, WI. The Rev. William 
H. Heisler Jr., offic iated at the service. 

JOSEPH WERRE, 77, Grand Forks, ND. 
born in Glickstall. Ru ssia, Aug. 4, 1901. 
died Jan. 22, 1979. He married Elizabe th 
Balogh on May 29, 1927, at Grand Forks. 
She died Jan. 23, 1975. Mr. Werre was bap­
tized in 1918 and became a member of 
Grace Baptis t Church w here he cheerfully 
and faithfu lly served the Lord in many 
capacities. He is survived by fo ur ch ild ren: 
Joseph, Jr., Rochester. MN: Mrs. Milton 
(Marie) Derman, Grand Forks. ND; Mrs. 
Tom (Shirley) Joyner, Dale City, VA, and 
Leonard , Florissant, MO; 14 grandchil­
dren; two great-grandchildren; two broth­
ers; six sisters, and his mother, Mrs. 
Jacob Werre, Sr., Grand Forks. The Rev 
Rob~rt Penner o ffic iated at the memoriai 
serv ice. 
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POLAND BAPTISTS 
REVIEW 1978 

WARSAW-Two new congregations 
in Glogo w and Klodzko were form ed last 
year, bringing chu rches in the Ba pti st 
Uni_on o f Poland to 54 with 97 preaching 
Stallons, a 1978 review sta tes. 

The review, signed by the Union 
General· Secretary Adam Piasecki and 
President Michal Stankiewicz, forecasts 
that construction of church buildings in 
Krynica and Bielsk-Podlaski wi ll be com­
pleted this year. Preparat ion is being 
made for new buildings in Gdansk, Elb­
lag , Chelm and Katowice , a lo ng with re­
novation plans elsewhere. 

All congregations held evangelistic 
weeks during last year, but the October 
campaign of U. S . Evangelis t Billy 
Graham was called the " greatest event in 
Polish miss ion history." 

This was because fo r the first time in 
Poland, a ll Christian churches coop­
erated in evangelistic wo rk, a ltho ugh 
Ba ptists handled organizat ion o f the ten­
day, ten-meeting visit , the report stat ed. 
"We are very glad the Lord accepted our 
fasting and prayers, and sent hi s blessing 
upon o ur country. We also are glad that 
Dr . Robert S . Denn y, general secreta ry o f 
the Baptist World Alliance, was in 
Po land at this time," the leaders said. 

Th e Union reported print ing for the 
Gra ham crusade: I 0 ,000 copies o f a 
booklet on Dr . Graham a nd his ministry; 
5,000 copies each of Gra ha m 's book s, 
" Peace with God," "How to Be Bo rn 
Again, " a nd " The Seven Deadly Sins ;" 
5,000 copies o f a specia l crusade hym n­
book for use in the four Roman Catho lic 

Churches where he preached; ad vertising 
posters for church dis play, and a bro­
chure describing the crusad e. 

In o ther publica tion acti vity the month­
ly magazine , "Slo wo Pra wdy" (Word of 
Truth) was expanded to 32 pages fro m the 
previo us 24-page fo rmat ; the Bar~l ay's 
New Testa ment Comment ary was int ro­
duced by printing Mauhew, Rom ans, 
Corinthians and Acts ; a new hymnboo k 
and several ot her t itl es were produced . 

(Th e Union made up s pecia l 
editions-10,000 copies each- of the Sep­
tember and October " Slowo Prawdy" is­
sues for di stributi on during the Graha m 
campaign.) . , 

In addition 10 the Union s quarter-hour 
radio broadcast, carried weekly over 
Ra dio Mo nt e Carlo since 1969, another 
15-minute program was begun last year 
with a corresponding increase in lit erat ure 
and Bibles sent to listeners . 

Graduation of eleven student s from the 
Baptist Seminary in Warsaw an_d one o f 
the Polis h students at the Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Rueschlikon, Swit­
zer la nd, were other educational events 
which the report mentioned. Several stu­
dent s continue their studies a t the Semi­
nary. Nine youth a nd children 's camps 
prov ided "rewarding spiritual experi­
ences." 

CONTACT POSSIBILITIES 
EXTENDED 

MASSY, Fra nce-Producers o f " Au 
Rh ythme de la Vie" (In the Tempo of 
Life), radio progra mme o f the French 
Bapti st Federat ion, have sta rt ed direct 
contact with li steners . 

By d ia ling 0 I 920 8400 a t any hour of 
the day or night, lis teners may hear a 
brief telephone message, then record ! heir 
address to receive Bibles, li tera ture and 
programme materia ls or 10 make an ap-

point men! for co unsel ing. 
During each Thursday evening broad­

cast , they may telephone for pastoral or 
prac tical in format ion . Programm e per­
sonnel will stand by the incomi ng group 
lines then to answer ca ll s di rect ly. Th is 
service wi ll a llow g reater variety o f for­
mat, such as Bible questions a nd a nswers, 
listener dialogue and s pecia l broadcasts. 

Hearers a lso will receive the m on thly 
Bapti st publica tio n, "Cro ire et Servir," 
wh ich carries news o f the Federa ti on's 
congregat ions a nd act ivi t ies. 

ISLAND WITH CHRISTIAN 
HISTORY TO BE SOLD 

JONA ISLAND-From Iona, St. Co­
lu mbia , is sa id to have begun the conver­
sion o f Scot la nd 10 Ch rist ia ni ty in t he 
yea r 563. 

Now the isla nd is bei ng offered for sa le 
by its owner, the Duke of A rgyll , in order 
to pay taxes. About 90 people li ve on 
slightly over ten square kilo met ers, wor k­
ing at fi shing, fa rming and tourism. 

FIRST WOMAN ORDAINED 
TA VOY, Burma-During celebrations 

marking th e 150t h a nniversary o f the first 
convert here, the first woma n in the his­
tory of the Ka ren Bapti st Con vention-T . 
Rebecca Shee, was ordained. 

Mo re recent ly, at T aguzeik, Ka rens of 
the Delta mar ked the l 50th ann iversary 
o f the Bassein dist rict 's first convert wi th 
a bap tisma l service for 600 new beli evers. 
" They emerged out o f the muddy creek 
look ing li ke water buffaloes!" said the 
Rev. Victor San Lo ne of the Burma Bap­
tist Convent ion . 

Last year mo re than 6,200 persons were 
ba pt ized in the Irrawaddy Ri ver d uri ng 
the Kach in Baptist Convention's Centen--
nia l service. 

.. . LEVEL OF FA ITH 
(Continued f rom page 7) 

C hristians, we a lso put our faith in t he cross of C hrist. But 
too m a n y of us s to p there . H ow many of us have faith 
eno ugh to ta ke up a cross of our own? Mos t crosses are 
bo rne by p eople who h ave no c ho ice . It is not a voluntary 
cross . W e have been brain-was he d with so much positi ve 
a nd possibilit y thinking that we are led into a s uccess­
oriented C hris t ianity . Faith in a cross is ofte n displaced by 
a crown of success . 

that Samson a nd Rah ab a r e among thi s dis ting uished 
company leaves us w ith the impress io n t hat a b road d e fini­
tion of faith has little if a n ythi ng to d o wit h moralit y . 
These are no t id ea l personalities to be held up a s examples 
of faith . Not hing is said about Rah a b giv ing up her profes­
sion, no r is Samson critic ized fo r b eing a playboy and a 
show-off. 

Fait h can be defin ed in very broad terms, for it brings in­
to foc us ever y a spect o f life . One o f th e bes t definitio ns is 
found in t he famil iar words o f Hebrews J J: J, " No w faith 
means t hat we a re confident o f w hat we ho p e for , con ­
vinced of what we d o no t see" (Mo ffa tt) . I have purposely 
evaded the King J a m es version because o f it s e mph as is "of 
things hoped for. " O ur minds a re o fte n too muc h o n 
things when we t hink o f fa ith ; even tho ugh the ch apter 
focuses fa ith p rima ril y o n p ioneers, heroes a nd m a rtyrs . It 
does not necessar ily refer to salvatio n by faith . The fac t 
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FAITH AS COOPERATION WITH GOD 
Faith is cooperation with G od. When we put our abso­

lute trus t in him, it gives God the right to put his absolute 
trus t in us . "God wi ll do everything you c anno t d o in order 
tha t yo u may live ; he wi ll do n ot h ing that yo u can do in 
ord~r _that you m ay grow . " This q uo t e , expressed by a 
C hristian psych ia trist, gives us enough ins ig h t to reali ze 
that fa ith also m ea ns work-coop erati ve work. 

It may be d i ffic ult to coo per a te w ith God when ci rc u m­
stances are against us. But how muc h faith is necessary 

(Continued 011page31) 

' 

( 
• Mr. Jim Zurbriggen, a 1979 graduate 
of the North American Baptist Semi nary, 
has accepted the call to be pastor o f the 
Ca lvary a nd First Baptist Churches of 
Killaloe , O N, effecti ve J uly I, 1979. 

• The Rev. Allan Strohschein has ac­
cepted the call to be pa stor of Sierra 
Heights Bapt ist C hurch, Renton, WA, ef­
fec tive Ju ly I , 1979. He has been pastor 
of Fa ith Baptis t Church , Minneapolis, 
MN, since 1969. 

• Brandon Valley Baptist Church is the 
o fficia l name chosen for the Church Ex-

w 
tensio n project in Brandon, SD, where 
the Rev. Mervin Kramer is pastor. 

• Dr. Arthur Patzia, pastor of Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Vancouver , BC, since 
1974, has accepted the pos ition of as­
sociate professor of New Testament at 
Bethel Sem inary, St. Pa ul, MN, effective 
July I, 1979. 

• The Rev. Eberhard Hees has accepted 
the pastorate o f E ll ice Avenue Bapt ist 
Church, Winnipeg, MB, effective Ju ly 
31, 1979. He has been pastor of Moose­
horn Baptist Church, M B, since 1973. 

Denny Proposes 
Baptist Delegation to 

Visit Chin 
T he Bapt ist Wo rld Alliance (BWA) is 

seeki ng perm ission 10 bring "a small in­
terna tional delegat ion" of Baptists to the 
people's Republic o f China "for the pur­
pose of expressing international fellow­
shi p , peace , and greeti ngs 10 our fellow 
beli evers . " 

Robert S . Denn y, general secretary of 
BWA, said he is in correspondence with 
officials o f the World Religion Institute 
a t Beij ing (Peking), an office established 
by the Chinese government for the study 
o f religions. 

" The Baptist Wo rld Alliance is a vol­
untary associat ion o f 11 1 nat ional Bapt is t 
grou ps with a total mem bership of over 
30 mi llio n," Dr. Denny wrote. "Our peo­
ple live in more than 100 nations and en­
joy fr iendship and understanding without 
rega rd 10 race, natio nalit y or political 
ideologies o f the coun tries in which they 
li ve . " 

He exp la ined tha t David Y. K. Wong 
of Hong Kong, " who was born on the 

chuchle 
with bruno 

I bought myself a two-story house; the 
real esta te bro ker told me one story 
be fore I bought it and a nother story after­
ward. 

mainland," is president of the Alliance, 
and that BWA's 12 vice presidents a re 
fro m the various continents . H e was 
wri ting on Dr. Wong's behalf. 

"We are interested in re-establishing 
friendly and peaceful relationships with 
our fellow believers and all peoples of the 
People's Republic of China," Dr. Denn y 
sa id. He suggested a spr ing or summer 
date for the proposed visit. 

There were about 123,000 Bapti st 
Christ ians in China at the time the com­
munist government came to power in 
1949. Reports indicate that personal re­
ligion has survived, though churches ap­
parently ceased 10 exist under the new 
regime. 

Dr . Denny said that BWA efforts 10 

renew relat ionships with Baptists in 
China began a s early as 1970, when V. 
Carney Hargroves of Phi ladelphia, was 
elected president of the Alliance. Dr. 
Hargroves had once taught school in 
China. 

Intellectual: One who can listen to the 
"Will iam T ell Overture" without think­
ing of the Lone Ranger . 

They say a fool and his money are soon 
parted . What puzzles me is how they got 
toget her in the first place. 

Exhausted jogger: " T he doctor said jog­
ging would add years to my life. He was 
right. I fee l I 0 years older already.'' 

J 
• The Rev. John Raska of Sherwood 
Par k Baptist Church, Greeley, CO, re­
signed as pastor effective J une I, I 979. 
He has been pastor there since I 977. 

• The Rev. Robert Hess accepted the 
pastora te o f First Baptist Church, Au­
burn, MI, effective May 15, 1979. He has 
been pasto r o f Village Green Baptist 
Church , Glen Ellyn, IL, since 1970. 

• The Rev. Albert Epp resigned as 
pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Corn , OK. 

Dr . Wong was pr ivileged to visit China 
as an individual in October 1975, shortly 
after his election as BWA president. 
William R. Tolbert , president of the 
Republic of Liberia and a former presi­
dent of BW A ( 1965-70), was able to meet 
with a small group of Christians d uring 
an official state visit to China in J uly 
1978. 0 
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Plain Talk 
The mo nth of May is usually tho ught of 
as "family month. " Not o nly does Moth­
er' s Day fa ll in that month , but churches 
and civic clubs alike plan various kinds o f 
programs and activities in May. 

What can we as individuals cont ribute 
toward the family? My th ree children wi ll 
be ho noring their mother o n Mother 's 
Day, and also l will t ry to be at my best, 
at least on tha t day. Yet l fee l that there 
should be more emphasis on family rela­
tionships during th is month . How can 
this be done? In the past we have t ried 
various ways to strengthen this relat io n-

letters to the editor 
Dear Editor: 

P lease accept my delayed subscriptio n 
renewal. We as fam ily have to tell you 

HELP! . . . 
(Continued/ram page 17) 

shi p. Some o f these ways have been suc­
cessful ; others may not have bro ught 
much improvement. Is there a simple, 
sure-fire rule tha t can guarantee us a 
smoother functioning family life? 

I have thought about thi s for a number 
of weeks a nd d id no t seem to com e to a ny 
sati sfactory conclus ion . But just to day, as 
I sat down to write this editoria l, it sud­
denly dawned o n me that I might have 
been searching in the wro ng direction. I 
reali zed that high-sounding resolut ions 
will not b ring abo ut better rela tio nships, 
but rather simple key sentences a nd words 
in o ur everyday contacts. 

Let me expla in what I mean and list 
fo ur suggestio ns. 

Take, fo r insta nce, the expression, " ! 
am sorry." T his sentence was never 
spoken by Jesus Christ. He d id not have 
to say it , because he was without sho rt­
com ings a nd sin . I, o n the other hand , 
have had to use it num ber less t imes . My 
father had ta ugh t me tha t the ''I'm 
sorry" indicates an awareness of my error 
and a lso a n awareness o f ot hers who have 
been hurt by my act io ns. I! comes closest 
to the peti tio n o f the Lo rd's P rayer: " 
. . . and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive o ur debtors" (Mt. 6: 12). By say­
ing " I am sorry," I am tak ing away a ny 
pretense of superiority and show that l 
am strong enough not to be crushed by 
being honest with myself and confessing 
error . It proves that l don't shy away 
from the light b ut can face the mirror. 

" / appreciate you." O ft en, we get so 
busy that we forge t how dependent o n 
others we are. Jesus Christ sa id it blun tly, 

how much we enjoy your (our) magazine. 
And we don' t care what others m ay say. 
As fo r us, it is a good C hristian magazine 
with fin e art icles a nd reports of our 
churches and of our Conference, which 
keeps us in the tie o f greater fellowshi p. 
Bert Wildner, Cleveland , O H 

Dear Edi tor: 
A new Christia n magazine, "BEFORE 

T HE RAPT URE", is gat hering material 
for its first issue. This is an annua l m ag­
azine for C hri stians of a ll denom inations , 

"Withou t m e you can do nothing" (John 
15:5). But even witho ut o ther people we 
o ften can no t do it a lo ne . Few of us have 
the stamina to live t he li fe o f a hermit. We 
need each other in a fa mily. W e feed each 
o ther. W e need those with who m we s hare 
work , activit ies a nd interests. Let's tell 
them tha t we a pprecia te them. . 

" What is your opinion?" This qu~so_on 
is the easiest road to lea rning .. . p ick ing 
the brain o f other family m embers · · · 
being given the worth of a no ther's think­
ing. This key sente nce not only guara~­
tees success in a com mittee meeting, bu t it 
also keeps the cha nnels of fa mily com­
munications open. Putting th e sam e ques­
tion before C hrist guarantees much mor~: 
the d irection of the Holy Spi rit who "will 
guide you into a ll t ruth" (John 16: 13) . 

"! need you. " To som e these t hree 
words a re the ha rdest words ever to u tt er · 
We a re proud, too proud to ad mi t tha t we 
need help . But when we fin a lly admit that 
we need help, it has a healing effect. 
Whet her we ma ke this sta tement to a 
fr iend , a family mem ber, or to God, we 
can count o n a react io n . And in the case 
of God , we have his promise: "Call upon 
me in the day of trouble; I will deli ver 
you, and you sha ll glori fy me" (Psa lm 
50: 15). 

Four simple sentences help us in o ur 
fa mily relat ionships. We use them in o ur 
prayers to God. Wouldn't we be wise to 
use them also in our fa m ily? If we are 
looking for ways to improve our home 
life, these fo ur short utterances are a 
good way to sta rt. Let 's use them a nd 
fin d out if they work for us. RJ K 

for those who have long fo llowed the 
light of Chri st, and those who are new to 
The Way. Emphasis wi ll be placed on 
Christ ia n poet ry, but art icles, persona l 
experience testimonies , reviews and 
graphics will a lso be included. T he first 
issue is planned to appear in September 
1979. Those who wish to submit writi ngs 
or artwork are warmly encouraged to do 
so. Send your ma teria l, a long wi th a se lf­
ad dressed, stam ped ret urn envelope to: 
Before the Rap tu re Press 
P.O. Box A3604 
Chicago, Ill inois 60690 

there , and he knew t he e nd was up. He had a n inner con­
tentment and peace th at nobody else seemed to h ave. Sain t 
Paul sa ys it succinctly , when he declar es, "Th e Lord h a th 
not given us the spirit of fear : but of POWE R " .. . (II 
Tim . 1 :7), and "Who shall separate us from the love of 
C h ri_st? S hall tribulation , o r distress, or persecutio n , o r 
famine, or nakedness, o r peri l, or sword " cause us to be 

helpless? "Nay, in a ll these things we a re MORE TH AN 
CONQU E RORS through hi m tha t loved us" (Ro m . 
8:35-38). 

When H e is in vited to do so, Jesus Chri st will e nter you r 
li fe , and h is power will be re leased th rough yo u , tra ns­
forming yo ur lack of self-con tro l, s trengthe ni ng yo u to 
face tempt a tion, a n d s tabili zing yo u agains t every tri b ula­
tio n . H e is a frien d fo r our lo ne liness, the ful fi llment of 
our em ptiness, a nd th e fort it ude fo r o u r h elp lessn ess . D 

30 I BAPTIST H ERALD 

.. . LEVEL OF FAITH 
(Continued f rom page 28) 

are , but h e loves you too m uc h to let you stay t he way you 
a re." 

when a ll the circumsta n ces are in o ur favor? Imagine yo ur­
self in P a ul' s place: "An d wh en ne ither sun nor s ta r s a p­
peared in man y days, a nd no sm a ll tempest lay on us, all 
hope that we should be saved was then taken away" (Acts 
27:20) . Did he lose fa it h ? Not a t a ll . "For I believe God 
tha t it sha ll be even as it was to ld m e" (verse 25). T he 
Master d oes care whether you p eris h o r no t (Mark 4:38). 

In the sam e way, J esus hono rs the fa ith you now h ave, 
but he cares so much about you tha t he wants you t o grow 
in fai th. W hen J esus said , "Blessed are they that have n ot 
seen , a n d yet h ave believed ," he presented a n id eal. T hese 
ideals a re o ften d ifficult to reach. But he purposely sets hi s 
ideals and p rincip les so high , b1cause there is a lways room 
for growth , a ch allenge t o reacJ-( g__ut, a d es ire to go farther , 
deeper a nd hig her. W ith Robert"3row ning we can say, "A 
m a n 's reach o ught t o exceed his grasp, o r wha t 's a heaven 
for." Or listen to W illia m Newto n C lark: "Faith is the 
dar ing of the soul to go farther than it can see .'' 

Jes us said t o Tho m as, " . . . blessed a re they that have 
no t seen, a nd yet h ave be lieved " (John 20 :29b). This k ind 
of fa it h seem s so undramatic: n o s ig ns , no wonders , no 
miracles, no voices, no vis io ns . Many would ra the r go 
back m o re th a n three tho usand years a nd throw the fleece 
out with G ideon . If they prefer to go b ack, w h y n o t go 
back fa r ther-to Abra ha m-"who b y faith went out , not 
kn owing where h e went" ( H eb . 11 :8). 

EXERCISE YOUR FAITH 
Leig h ton Ford said, " J esus loves you just the way yo u 

N o m a tter what level o f faith you exercise, God will 
ho no r it, because he said, "accord ing to your f aith be it 
un to you " (Mat t. 9:29) . As you exercise your faith o n a 
lower level, d on' t stay th ere . Step up to the next level, and 
keep o n going higher as you " Dream th e impossible 
dream , reach the unreach able star, figh t the u nbeatable 
foe .. . ! " D 
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(Continued from page 15)-

not be the legacy of a child. It is a good 
fee ling to know that you've reached o ut 
and touched a li fe and helped it a lo ng . 

T he question Les and I hear most often 
is, " How can you let them go?" All 
parents come to this point. We believe 
God has called us to his ministry, and we 
know they will leave when they com e. 
With the Lord helping, we try to intro­
duce each child to Jesus. God promises 
his Word wi ll not retu rn void. He prom­
ises that no man can pluck his children 
from his hand. He is fa ithful , and as they 
leave, we know they are in his care. So al­
though it is no t easy, it can give us joy 
knowing just as he picked them to com e, 
he has a specia l t imetable for them to 
leave in h is love. 

Conference 
Corner 
by Myrtle Ertis, 
Edmonton, AB 

A year in advance, I mar k the Conference 
dates as red letter days on my calendar. 
Time off from work, from church re­
sponsibilities, etc. m ust be arranged, and 
deta iled planning becomes excit ing. 

J ust as a ho liday can be a boost to your 
everyday li fe , so a Con ference "week of 
Sundays" ca n li ft you from routine spir­
itua l living and challenge you wit h new 
goals a nd new ways to accom plish them. 

Fellows hip with o ld friends and mak ing 
new ones is another Conference oppor­
tun ity. It is a great reunio n of our spi r­
itua l fam ily, includ ing the excitement of 

meeting the " new add itions ." 
It a lso o ffers time for sharing-for re­

viewing past experiences, evalua ting 
them, a nd draft ing pla ns for a n exciting 
future. 

Conference t ime can be a mountain-to p 
exper ience. Of course, it will mean com­
ing d own again : a return to the valley. 
But consider the view from the heights. 
This sigh t may fill you wi th awe a nd sur-

... DISCOVERI NG 
(Continued from page 12) 

doors. T here is a preparation period be­
fore the service. I have to begin ahead of 
time to change gears and prepare to wor­
shi p God whether it be th rough prayer or 
Bible study. For me, it is impossible to 

PUTTING IT TOGETHER 
(Continued from page 12) 

Confessing guil t which is not clearly 
rela ted to acts of sin brings no peace o r 
sense of forgiveness. T here are no clear­
cut scriptural examples of what l am ta lk­
ing about, bu t I feel, anyone who has 
guilt feeli ngs needs to ta lk about them to 

The Bethel Baptist Church of Wind­
sor, ON, wi ll observe thei r 25th an­
niversary May 19-20, 1979. All 
friends a re cordially invited to par­
ticipate. 

"The East Olds Baptist C hurch of 
Olds, Alberta, is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary on June 30 and July l , 
1979. An invitation is extended to all 
fo rmer members and friends." 

- Mrs. Ivy Weiss 

prise you by the splendo r of the lower 
level where you spend much o f your t ime 
and do most of your work. You can re­
turn, with joy, to patiently plant or pro­
duce, build roads and bridges, or 
whatever your lot, with the new knowl­
edge tha t though your view may be 
blocked, the beauty is still there. Your 
Conference experience will flood your 
memory and reassure you! 

adequately worship God, if my m ind is 
still thinking about how I had to rush to 
get ready for church, or if I bring m y 
weekly problems to church without the 
intention o f giving them to God. 

Preparing for worship is as important 
as preparing for a test. The results depend 
on o ur preparation. D 

someone. So let 's take James 5: 16 literal­
ly: "Therefore, confes? your sins to one 
another and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed ." 

T here is no doubt in my mind that if we 
in the Christ ian community become open 
wi th each other and share feelings of joy 
and sorrow, fears and anxiet ies, "we will 
be healed" a nd we'll feel free to ex­
perience Christian joy. D 

BETHANY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF PORTLAND, OREGON 

will celebrate the lOOth anniversary 
of its founding, June 21-24, 1979. 

T he Centennia l Committee and the 
members of the ch urch extend a cor­
dia l invitat ion to a ll former m embers 
and friends to join us in celebrating 
this happy occasion. 
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