


A Source of Faith* 
Here in Israel even a first visit is like a return. It's like a 

tree on which we're all branches, and like the roots of that 

tree, each return provides more nourishment. 

Come to Israel. You won't need to buy a guidebook 

because you've already got the best one ever written. 

Bring it with you and join us. Bibleland Travel 

cordially invites the pleasure of your company 

and that of your friends and family on one of 

our upcoming tours. Write or phone today 

for our colorful brochure giving 

you all the details. 

• Christmas in the Holy Land 
with Dr. A.J. Crumpton 

• January in Jerusalem 
January, 1981 

• Easter in the Holy l.And, 1981 
with Kurt Redschlag 
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* "A Source of Faith" is a new 

film release now available to 

U.S. & Canadian Churches. 

Phone today to reserve 
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your showing date. A .. : ' ~ JE 51\'L~M 

iM,( free service of the . -· 

Bibleland Film 

Library. 
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From the Father's 
Viewpoint 

by Willis Potratz 

Ii is natural to think of Christmas in 
the context of our interests. In child
hood we think of C hristmas in relation
ship to vacatio n from school, a specia l 
Sunday school program , gifts, and go
ing to grandmother's house. In 
adulthood much of our thinking relating 
to Christmas centers around the mail 
scheduling even ts, being together with 
o ur family, and gett ing everythi ng 
necessary completed before December 
25. 

It is also easy to think of Chris tmas 
in terms of Mary, Joseph, the trip to 
Bethlehem , the inn, the shepherds , and 
the wise men . 

Let's think of C hris tmas from the 

The Rev. Willis Potratz, Stevensville, 
Ml, is Great Lakes A rea secretary. 
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Father's viewpoint , as presented in 
Romans 8:32, "He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how sha ll he not with him also free
ly give us a ll things?" 

God Sent His Son to This World 
God spared not his own Son but sent 

him to this world . He came as a baby 
tha t he might be one of us and provide 
perfect redemption for us . The prophet 
Isaiah proclaimed both his human a nd 
divine essence in this summa ry sta te
ment , "For unto us a child is born , un
to us a son is given . .. " (Isaiah 9:6a). 
He was born into this world. Even in 
this, God spared him not in a day when 
infant mortality was high. It seems that 
the cleanest inn would have been the 
smallest considerat ion. Instead , God's 
Son was born in a stable. Someone has 
written: 

"We t hink it strange 
The Son of God should in a manger lie! 
His room a stable floored with sod 
And animals close by. 

We think it stra nge. 
We sigh and mourn 
A stable seems so odd . 
But where else should a lamb be born? 
Beh~ld , the Lamb of God!" 

" ... when the fulln ess of the time was 
come God sent for th His Son, made of 
a wo~an , under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons" 
(Galatians 4:4, 5 ). From the Father 's 
viewpoint , Chris tmas proclaims God 's 
redemption for us in Christ Jesus . 

God Gave His Son a H uman Body 
God spared not his own Son in giving 

him a huma n body. Jesus Christ was 
" Im manuel," that is , "God with us." 
This body and mind were without the 
blemishes of sin and perfect in every 
way. Therefore, he was keenly respon
sive to a ll of life. T he demands, which 
were placed upon J esus C hrist in life, as 
recorded in the Gospels, reveals again 

that "God spared not his own Son." 
Moreover, the book of Hebrews 
declares that Jesus was also not spared 
being tempted to sin in a ll points like as 
we a re that He might be our a ll 
sufficient high priest (Hebrews 2: 18, 
4: 15). 

Jesus C hrist came into this world that 
we could come unto God. In becoming 
one of us, and dying for us, Christ 
became the one mediator between God 
and man for a ll who see their need of 
redemption fro m sin a nd who trust in 
Jesus as Savior. 

From the Father's viewpoint, Christ
mas proclaims God's perfect provision 
for us to come unto himself in C hrist 
Jesus . 

God Gives Freely 
God spared not his own Son that with 

him he might freely give us a ll things. 
Even though we deserve banishment 
from God 's presence, because a ll of us 
have a nd continue to sin , in love for us, 
God spared not his Son . In this love, 
God , the Father , desires to shower upon 
us his bo undless and unlimited provi
sions. 

God is not jus t o ur Crea tor and bene
factor . In Jesus C hrist, God has ex
pressed his unique love for us. The 
richness of this is underlined in David's 
prayer: "For thy people Israel didst 
thou make thine own people forever; 
and thou, Lord, becamest their God ... 
Let it even be established, that thy name 
may be magnified for ever, saying, The 
Lord of Hosts is the God of Israel, even 
a God to Israel" (I C hronicles 17:22, 
24). "The God of Israel is a God to 
Is rael." Dr . Do na ld Grey Barnho use 
highlighted the difference in these 
prepositions by this a nalogy. "A man 
begets a son, a nd he is a lways, in con
sequence o f that act, the father of that 
son. But there have been men who have 
been fathers of their sons who have 
never been fat her 10 their sons. On the 
other hand, here is a man who begets a 

chi ld and gives himself to that child . 
It can be said in the highest degree that 
he is not only the father of the boy but 
that he is a father to the boy." 1 

God spared not his own Son that wi th 
Jesus Christ he could be a God to us 
and with him freely give us a ll things! 
The greatest of these is: "There is , 
therefore, now no condemnation to 
them who are in C hrist Jesus (Romans 
8: I). 

C hristmas Proclaims God's Provisions 
From the Father's viewpoint, 

Christmas proclaims God 's boundless 
provisions for us in time and for 
eternity. 

The Christmas season is a wonderful 
part of the year. Even though traditions 
a bound, which obscure the message that 
God spared not his own Son, the signi fi
cance of Christmas, from the Father's 
viewpoint , is declared in a multitude of 
carols, cards, pictures, programs, 
sermons, magazine, and newspaper 
accounts. Loo k for that message anew. 
Let it warm your heart, strengthen your 
fai th , and increase your love for our 
heavenly Fat her. Use this Christmas 
season, with a ll the opportuni ties which 
it affords, to tell many that "God so 
loved the world that he gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish , but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not His 
Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him 
might be saved. He that believeth on 
him is not condemned but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God" 
(John 3: 16-18) D 

'Barnhouse, Donald Grey, Exposition of 
Bible Doctrine, Vol. III , Grand Rapids, 
Ml: Erdmans, © 1963 by the Evangeli
cal Foundation, Inc., Philadelphia, PA, 
p. 180. 



What Hath God Wrought! 
M ore than a hundred years ago , the 

world was thrilled and excited over a 
new invention. Samuel Morse trans
mitted the first four well -known word s: 
"What ha th God wrought!" He must 
have been well-acquainted with the Bible 
to recall these few words hidden in 
Numbers 23:23 . Since then the telegraph 
has transmitted bad news as well as 
good news . 

Almost two thousand years ago , the 
angel of the Lord appeared , sa ying, 
"Fear not: for , behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which sha ll be 
to a ll people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior , which 
is Christ the Lord " (Luke 2:10, 11). 
" What hath G od wrought !" 

At no time of the year a re these 
words more appropriate than at 
Chr istmas. No invention and no 
historical event are comparable to 
"God 's unspeakable gift" (2 Cor. 9: 15). 
With awe and wonder, we are often a t a 
Joss fo r words of thanksgiving . We can 
only say, "What ha th God wrought !" 
For the true Christian , thanks can a lso 
be "unspeakable." 

But like the telegraph, C hrist is a lso a 
bane and a bless ing: Bad news for 
some, good news for o thers. He is the 
cornerstone as well as the stum bling
stone: the rock of salvation as well as 
the rock of offense (Rom . 9:33); fo r the 
fall as well as the rising again of Israel 
(Luke 2:34). He brought peace as well 
as discord , love as well as ha tred . 

Selfish people always feel threa tened . 
They look on everybody a s rivals fo r 
their posi tion . This was the case with 
Herod. With the birth of Christ, he 
became aware of the danger of being 

The Rev. B. C. Schreiber, Forest Park, 
IL, is editor of Moments with God . 
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dethroned. That the heart could a lso be 
a throne never entered his mind. 

Chris t is a threat to anything or 
anyone that occupies the heart. This is 
hi s rightfu l dwelling place, and this is 
where he wants to rule. Christ's purpose 
in his coming is not to dethrone bur to 
elevate, not to cast down but to lift up, 
no t to demote but to promote . To 
millions who have experienced thi s , 
they, too, have exclaimed with wonder, 
"What hath God wrought !" 

Lowly people need not feel exc luded . 
Indeed, the lowly shepherds were the 
fi rst to be included. The s hepherds 
probably knew li ttle if anything about 
prophecy and the Scri ptures . Because o f 
their responsibi lity as s hepherds , they 
were not ab le to worship in the temple 
in Jerusa lem, or even rarely in the 
synagogue, fo r they had to litera ll y live 
with the sheep . 

The lowly, common , ignorant people 
have since discovered tha t they, too, 
have been included in the "whosoever 
wi ll ," and with the s hepherds have ex
perienced the wonder of God's visita 
tion . With the shepherds, they a lso 
came "to see th is thi ng which is come to 
pass , which the Lord hath made know n 
to us" and excla imed, "What hath God 
wrought !" 

T he ed ucated and the intelligensia, 
however , need not feel that the comi ng 
of the Savior in the for m of a babe is 
not worthy of invest igat ion. T he wise 
men also came. Who knows how much 
time and effort was spent in their s tudy 
and search fo r the Christchild , how 
many obs tacles they had to overcome 
a nd how much preparation had to be' 
made fo r such a venture. T heir desire to 
wo rs hip the King must have been o ver 
powering. 

Christ is not a fraid to be investigated 
by the sc ienti fic world . He welco mes 
such investigation. " Seek and ye sha ll 
find" is his invita tio n to the best minds 

by B. C. Schreiber 

in the universities a nd scient ific 
laboratori es . The wise are not excluded. 
Many have found him a nd wors hip hi m 
as King. They, too, excla im , "What 
hath God wrought !" 

The truly religious will always find 
him. Simeon had no difficulty in 
recognizing the Lord ' s C hr ist in the 
temple. H e knew w hom he was wait ing 
for, and old age did not prevent him 
from his life-long fa ith tha t h is dream 
wo uld one day be fu lfilled . The pro phet 
Joel sa id that "old men sha ll d ream 
dreams" (2:28), a nd Simeon 's revelation 
through the H o ly Spiri t was the 
culmina tion of his drea m. H e may have 
been looked upon as bei ng peculiar, 
perhaps even a li ttle senile, bu t no o ne 
was ab le to shake his fa ith in the fac t 
that he would one day see the Messia h 
before he d ied . The fact that he proph
esied and spoke through the H o ly Spirit 
is an indicat ion that God does not for
sake a person in old age. H e, too, can 
say, "Mine eyes have seen thy sa lva
tio n," a nd he often sees it m ore clea rly 
tha n the younger generat ion. 

It canno t be emphas ized too much 
that Simeon waited in the Spiri t; he re 
ceived the revela tio n th ro ug h the Spi ri t; 
he was led into the temple by the Spiri t, 
and he prophesied throug h the Spirit. 
There is no doubt that he d eparted from 
thi s life in peace th rough the H oly 
Spiri t. 

"What ha th God wrough t !" No o ne 
could have said it m ore ent husias tica lly 
then Simeon on that glorious day w hen 
he held the Christchild in hi s arms and 
blessed God for s uch a hig h a nd ho ly 
privilege. 

There has a lways been a n area of 
loneliness in our socie ty. T his was a lso 
true when Jesus was bo rn. Hanna h 
became a w idow a fter seven years of 
marriage. Now she was 84 years old. It 
was unusua ll y di fficu lt for a widow in 

Jesus ' time to ma ke a living, to be ac
cepted in society, and to make any 
meaning ful contribu tion to the welfare 
o f o thers . H annah found a niche where 
she was able to minister in behalf of 
others . She served God by fasti ng a nd 
praying. Who knows how m_any were 
helped through her in tercess1~n . Because 
of her fa ithfulness she, likewise, 
recognized the Chri~ tchi l~ ? nd gave 
thanks for this special privilege. B~t s he 
did not stop there. She became an im 
media te witness to all those who looked 
for the redemption o f Israel. . 

It is difficult today for many s_mgles 
to be accepted in a ll areas of society. 
More attempts a re made than eve~ . . 
before to organize groups and acu~ 111 es 
for single adult s . Their needs are dif
fere nt; they have a desire '.or closer a nd 
more meaning ful fellowship. A t the 
same ti me, they s hould not b~ excluded 
from o ther acti vities in_ the wider 
fellowshi p of God's kingdom. t:-'1?ny. 
have found a spec ia l place of m1 ~1st_ry 
as followers of Jesus Christ. Their li ves 
have been productive, because they have 
been able to witness where o thers have 
f ·1 d T heir specia l kind of freedom 
a~idei~dependence have given them areas 
of ministry, which have bro~ght honor 
to the Lord Jesus Chris t. With Hanna h 
they can a lso exclaim, "What hath God 
wrought! " 

At this sacred time o f the year' let _us 
take a n hones t look a t o_ur person?! hves 
a nd see God 's loving gu1dance-h1s 
salvation. Meditate on the pas t and see 
how our Conference has grown. Tha nk 
God for the ma ny churches tha~ are 
spread througho ut North America. Be 
grate ful fo r the ma ny students a nd . 
faculty members in our North Am~ncan 
Baptist Semina ry a nd North Amen can 
Baptist College a nd Divinity School. 
H ow thank ful we should ~e ~or o~ r 
dedicated minis ters and m1ss1onan es 
w ho are spreading the gospel of sa lva
tio n throughout the world. 

W hen we th ink of " God 's . , 
unspea kable gift" a t C hristmasu me, \\ e 
ca n uni tedl y exclaim, "What hath G od 
wrought! " 0 
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" I wouldn 't be a minister if you 
pa id me a million dolla rs !" is a com
ment every clergyman has heard , with 
or withou t s light variat io ns. T hose who 
say or think it react in several wa ys . 
One person, very m uch at odds with 
himself, his job, and his home, is on the 
look-out for trouble, and if he o r she 
can 't find it, ma kes it. He picks, pouts, 
criticizes, and tries to keep something 
stewing or tries to influence those few 
who pay any attenton to him about 
everything he thinks is wrong with the 
church and the pastor. 

There is a nother way people react to 
this qui te common attitude (a nd it in
cludes the vast majority). Generally they 
are sympa thetic but shrug off a ny 
responsibility for ma king the pastor's 
work easier. Many don' t get involved in 
the really where-it's-at life of the 
fe llowship, thus r idding themselves o f 
thei r obligation to m in ister. They attend 
Sunday morning worship if there is 
nothing more in teresting to do that 
weekend, a nd this is their only par
ticipation. 

Then there are those few jewels who 
say lovingly, "I don't see how you do 
it, pastor. I just could n't do what you 
do, and take what you have to take. " 
They stand by in the wings, ready in 
hundreds o f ways to serve the minister 
his fam ily, and their church. One ' 
positively beauti ful couple comes to 
mind, who stop by with gifts from trips 
they take, love and thank-you no tes 
and birthday remembrances with lo~ds 
of love. T hey are not beneath pain ting 
the ~hurch , ushering, cook ing, or help
ing m any way. "No" is not in their 
vocabulary when asked to help . 

Because of the ministering of these 
people to their pastor, he regains a 
renewed sense of worth . 

Clergymen a re human. What does a 
minister do when someone says, "You 
will have to come and apologize to me 
persona ll y before I set foot inside that 
church again, " but that person refuses 
to tell the min ister for what he should 
apologize? How does he cope with a 
di s turbed woman who periodically 
comes to set him straight spiritually and 
then_ proceeds to tell this beleaguered 
minister a ll that she think s is wrong 
with him and the church? Does the 
p~stor_ stand by when a layman attacks 
his child , when the child is being nor
mal? Or ignore a lay person who uses 
the telephone in a destructive way to try 

from the book, They Cry, Too, by 
Lucille Lavender, © 1976, by Lucille 
Lavender, published by Tyndale House 
Publishers, Wheaton, IL. Used by 
perm1ss1on. 
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to convince o thers that this is 
not what " they ought to do 
in m y church. " 

These are not fabr icated 
iso la ted incidents . Ma ny w~re 
told to us in o ur years of 
traveling, as we li stened to 

U d rstanding 
o r as or 

pasto rs a nd their wives. Thei r need to 
confide in someone they felt would 
understand was overwhelming and often 
full of pain . 

W hat the C ongrega tion Expects 
W hen a congregation c.:hooses a man 

to serve as its pastor , expectation 
nat ura lly is high on both sides. T he 
chu rch expects him to be a wise leader 
who will be a perfect m inister for their' 
needs. T he pastor also has hi s idea ls . He 
fe_els sure that in this new situatio n he 
will profit from past ministries a nd 
looks ~orwa rd to achieving new goals . 
There 1s the usual honeymoon d . 

h
. h . , unng 

w ic time everyone puts his best foot 
forward. I t doesn't take long to d" h . h" 1scover 
t at m t is new marriage there arc . 

f 
. . l lll -

per ecllo ns 111 each part ner T li . . · · e minis ter 
is not p.erfect and is no t a n expen in 
ev.er_yt hmg expected of him. The 
m 1111s ter d_iscovers the weaknesses of the 
congr:gat1 o n a nd sees their need for 
maturit y. Perhaps he is more realis tic 
than lay people, because he knows there 
are no perfect people, including himsel f 
a nd no perfect churches 1 T h. · • b · is is a man 
sent Y God . Sometimes he doesn 't have 
lime to call o n a ll the sick and th I · d . e S l Ul-
lllS, spen the lime he ought to fo r his 
ow n personal and spiritual needs d 
prepare for the unending demands a~f 
preach111g and reaching He . 
h · 

1 
· • can not spl it 

imse f ~nto en_ough segments to a t tend 
all meetmgs, d111 ners social ga th . 

h f . • enngs 
your u~cllons; to administrate the , 
budget, fix broken faucets in rest 
r~oms, try to eat with his family one 
night a week, and find time for a ha· 
cut. 1r-

By and large, church members s ti ll e 
peer the clergy to perform their r . x
dut ies for _r hem. After a pastor ~~;gi~~! 
t? t h ~ol og1cal scho~l, been ordainel a nd 
licensed to preach, it is assumed tha t h 
knows all .there is to know about th e 
ever-grow1.ng minis terial haberdashe~y 
!hat h~ will be able to wear expert ly t.hc 
tncreasmg number of hats th I · h . rust upon 
llS ead ll1 the ever-widening areas of 
pas toral responsibil ities . 

Outwardly, there is not a believer o 
church member, who, if asked , "D~ r 
you expect you r pas tor to be per fect? I 
11 .poss ible that he is capable of n k: s 
mistakes? ,, would not agree tha: ~f111g 
course , he is not per fec t and doe~ make 

by Lucille Lavender 

m istakes . But heaven help him when he 
does ! 

Pa ul , in his first lett er to you ng 
pasto r T im ot hy, lays d own some high 
principles for pastors ( 1 T im. 3: I -7). 
'?on 't s top yo ur read ing there. H e goes 
nght down the li ne wi th deacons, elde rs , 
~nd _church members. T he st ra ight talk 
111 his lett ers was di rected prima ri ly to 
lay members . P a ul showed much con
cern fo r h is yo ung pastors a nd se nt in
structions to the c hurch about their 
care . 

The Reverend Mr . Stua rt P . Benson , 
a_ m inister to m inisters, in a n art icle en
tll led "The Ma king a nd Brea king of 
Pasto rs a nd C hurches," writes: "Every 
pas tor makes m istakes. He, lik e the 
members o f his c hurch , is only human. 
<;hurch mem bers a re incl ined to pass 
lightly over their own fa ul ts b ut to ho ld 
the pastor rig id ly accountable fo r hi s. 
H e is expected to be above reproach in 
word a nd deed , bu t it does not ta ke 
long to d iscover tha t he, too, is a ch ild 
of Adam. A c hu rc h that is willing to t ry 
ro_ save the pastor when he has made a 
m~ s r_ake will no t only save a man for the 
mi_nistry but experience a rich return fo r 
be111g gracious ." 1 

The Pastor 's Huma nity 

t On: ~f the m ost di ffic ult aspect s o f 
h~ m1111s try should be di scussed at th is 

pom t. It is a b uilt -in hazard. I t s trains 
the minis te r 's huma nity, a nd makes him 
vulnerable to criticism o r host ilit y 
becau_se of seeming oversight and p reoc
cupa_r io n. Some call this "gear-
sh1 ft 111 g " I · l . · t m vo vcs ma ny di ffe rent 
k111ds o f · · · . m111 1stenng and the meeting of 
a ll k inds of needs wi th in a short t ime 
span I · . ·. t mvolves runnmg the gamut o f 
em ou o ns, and enter ing into and becom 
mg a par t o f each mood and 
s i t~ation-a.nd it happens to eve ryone. 

h~ very 11nponant poin t to be made 
he.re is that if a pasto r is guilty of 
thm?s, li ke preoccupat ion, rudeness, 
ta rdiness, fo rgelling someth ing o r not 
ret · ' u rn mg a phone call , Chri s ti a n people, 
who should be m ost unders /anding, are 
no t. One of the quest ions given to a 
sa r , m p m g of a hundred lay people in 

1 
Appeared orig ina lly in The American 

Baptist, October 1972, p. 6 . 

three c hurches with three d iffe rent 
denominations, was: " If, in your 
estimat io n, the pastor m a kes a mistake, 
o r is seemingly negligent to you o r 
someone close to you, how would you 
fee l? " The a nswers were honest. Some 
were vague; some indica ted they'd no t 
bo ther the pastor , but they would feel 
cool towards him. Too high a percen
tage admi tted they would be hurt. 

This was brought home ·again whe n I 
addressed a group o f women in a 
church. After the meet ing I met a young 
woman whom I had known some yea rs 
before, who was now a member o f tha t 
church . A s we visited , she expressed 
herself-tha t she liked the church a nd 
com m unity, bu t the m iniste r was un
fr iend ly. I knew him well , he was a n 
especia ll y warm person , so this came a s 
quite a shock . She expla ined that a few 
days before she had stopped by the 
chu rch to get something. A t the same 
time the pastor came out o f his o ffice, 
smiled and asked " H ow are you?" 

" I a~swered 'fine, ' " she continued, 
"but he was so preoccupied tha t he 
d idn ' t rea ll y see me !" Any sort of ex
pla na tio n I volunteered was rej ecte_d by 
her , because she was bent o n hugg111g 

he r hu rt. 
Natura ll y 1 was concerned about this 

episode, a nd that evening I asked the 
pastor if he was aware o f ho\~ she felt. 
H e was su rp ri sed by her rea c11on . He 
explai ned that on that pa rti cula r day, 
before 6:00 a. m . , he had received a 
pho ne ca ll from the emergency w~rd o f 
a hospi ta l. There had been a n accident , 
a nd a young wom a n had been killed. 
The young m a n who was dr! vin~ was a 
mem ber o f his church, a nd 111 critical 
condition . The pasto r went to the 
hospi ta l im med iately. When he returned 
to his o ffice , his secre ta ry was nervously 
wa iti ng, wondering if he would get_ to 
the m o rtua ry o n time fo r a me monal 
service. Back to the office again , 
wi th out b reakfast o r lunch , a nd there 
o n the desk a message to return a call 
ma rked " urgent !" The cha irma n o f the 
fina nce committee wanted to know 
which bills to pay or to leave unpaid 
thi s m onth . A young couple waited and 
watched the clock . It was their lunch 
ho u r, a nd they were there for prema~i tal 
counseling. Another call , fro m th: ~v1fe 
o f a sick man . H e was no t in a cn 11cal 
condition , bu t she was irate over the 
fac t tha t the pastor had no t yet ca lled 
on her husband. 

Books a nd no tes were sca t1 ered a ll 
around and as he looked a t the d isar
ray, he 'wondered in fa tigue a nd 

di scouragement when he would be able 
to get back to his serm on prepara t ion. 
Another call came from the hospital. 
The young m an was responding, though 
stil o n the critical list, a nd wanted to see 
his pastor. H e did not know if this 
would be his last cha nce to talk wi th the 
young m a n. H e d ashed out of his office 
to get to the hospi tal. It was at that mo
ment the young woma n walked down 
the ha ll of the church. The fac t tha t he 
was collected enough to smile a nd say 
a nything to her a t a ll was a miracle. Of 
course he was preoccupied ! N ow, in ad 
di tion to his guilt fee ling a bout not get
ting everything d one, he had a nother 
problem . Wha t could he d o to help win 
her confidence aga in? 

Dozens o f times each day a minister is 
torn apart , shifting gears from one emo
tion to a no ther : j oy ove r the b irth o f a 
baby; despair over a m arriage torn 
apart. Always he is concerned about 
someone's need : Tha t traged y, this 
grief , worry over the f ina ncia l concerns 
in the church o r in his home, a nd his 
fa mily 's need fo r him . Last , but no t 
least , there is no time fo r his own needs. 
Not every d ay fo r a pasto r is like the 
o ne just described , but m a ny o f them 
a re. 

Understa nding Your Pastor 
A minister wro te a n editorial fo r a 

religious publicaton , entitled " What's 
W rong with Minis te rs?" H ere is part of 
it : 

" A perennia l q uestio n was tossed to 
me o n o ne of my recent p reaching mis
sio ns. 'Why a re ministers so wacky?' 
You ' II notice thi s is in the sa me category 
as ' Whe n did you stop beating your 
w ife?' But, for the sa ke o f a rgume nt , let 
us a llow the assumptio n . 

"One of the reasons tha t minis ters 
te nd to be wacky is tha t the dem a nds 
a re imme nse. No o ne , least of a ll the 
minister , can know wha t it is he's sup
posed to be o r wha t he's s upposed to 
do . H e is essentia lly a lover a nd a n 
ena bler o f love. 

"The physicia n , the psychiatrist, the 
vario us quasi-shrinks, the lawyer, the 
denti s t, the business man a nd the 
manufacturer a ll have clear-cut j ob 
descriptions . . . . Seldom a re they fo rc
ed to ma ke a professio na l response on 
the basis of persona l emotion and love. 

" But the gospel is overtly a bo ut emo
tions. It's about joy, ecstasy, fear, 
dread, gui lt , lo neliness, a nd personal in -

volvement in a ll o f these. Natura ll y, 
minis ters a re going to be a little wacky 
with this kind of a crucible in w hich 
they must consta ntly perform. 

"We must lower our expectatio ns, 
ra ther tha n g li bly assuming tha t a ll 
ministers a re nuts a nd should not be 
taken seriously. You 'd be nuts too if 
you were facing the same 24-hour li fe 
and dea th pressu res every d ay from 
hundreds o f people, each o ne of whom 
had di ffe re nt rights and d ifferent expec
ta tio ns. 

" Be kind. Ta ke a preacher to lunc h 
th is week ." ' 

A missio nary, ho me on furlough, was 
invited to speak to a g roup of ministers 
a nd their wives. H aving been a t the con
ference f rom its beginning, she must 
have sensed a mo ng these spiri tua l 
leaders some of their feelings of inade
quacy, loneliness, and fa ilure in not be
ing a ble to do everyt hing that was re
quired of them. 

When she got up to speak , instead of 
referring to her work , she addressed 
herself to them. She gave a message of 
praise and gratefulness fo r their love 
a nd support. Then , in a moment fu ll of 
deep empa thy, she said : 

"So m a ny of our C hristian church 
members need a ' mo nk' to do their 
repentance for them . You are more 
spi ritual if you d rive a n o ld car, do n ' t 
wea r expensive clothes , li ve in a sm a ll 
house, don ' t show emotio n when you 
want to belt somebody (and you may 
have every r ight to) bu t if you do lose 
your tem per o r say a nything that 
borders on talking about someone, it's 
m uch worse tha n if one of your con
gregatio n does it. Both because they 
believe it 's a no-no for you a nd because 
you feel you shouldn ' t. " 

She closed by remindi ng them about 
the greatest opportunity in history for 
world eva ngelism-the largest m ission 
fie ld- ou r own country. She then led in 
fe rvent prayer that these pastors would 
be blessed with g rowing Chris tians, tha t 
they wouldn ' t have to spend thei r 
valua ble a nd overworked time in dea li ng 
with pett iness but in the larger work of 
true pastoring-ena bling others to 

mi nister. 
H er final plea was eloquent : "Lord, 

instead of hav ing to be an exam ple, let 
each of these d ear servants be a n oppor
tunity." 0 

'Norman R. DePuy, appeared origina lly 
in The American Baptisl, July-August 
1973, pp. 44, 45 . 
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When the Furlough Tffis Over by Nobuko Clausen 

Here we are, back home again! The 
same small, choky sanctuary, the same 
old pedal organ, with the off keys at the 
same old places, the same smelly toilet, 
and oh, no, cockroaches in the same 
small kitchen ! But wait, I know some
thing is different. What is it? Doesn't it 
fee l nice and cool in the room ? It is so 
hot and humid outside. It 's strange; the 
windows are closed. An ai r conditioner! 
Wow, we've got an ai r condi tioner now 
at the church! 

But of course, the air conditioner 
wasn't the only change we found in 
Japan when we came back from our 
one-year-fu rlough last summer. Among 
the warm, famil ia r, welcoming faces, we 
noticed a few young new faces. We had 
been told that Pastor Hata had baptized 
two people, one of them was a high 
school boy from Reimer 's English 
class. Now, from the same class , two 
more students were geuing ready for 
baptism in the fa ll . What struck me 
most was the change in the young 
mother 's face who was sitti ng beside her 
husband. We had learned previously 
that her husband had accepted Jesus at 
Christmas the yea r before and had 
started coming to church regularly. But 
no one had told us about the big change 
that had taken place in Mrs. lmagawa, 
his wife. 

I remember the ho t September Sunday 
when Reimer baptized her three years 
ago. It was the day after the typhoon , 
or rather, the very day the typhoon had 
been predicted to hit where we lived, 

Nobuko Clausen and her husband 
Reimer are N.A.B. missionaries living in 
Kyoto, Japan. 

straight on. We had planned to have the 
baptismal service by the river , but as the 
days drew nearer, the weather changed 
quite unfavorably. The radio news gave 
constant, serious warn ings of the com
ing typhoon. When I heard that the 
pastor and Reimer were think ing of 
postponing the baptism , I made a big 
speech and said that the typhoon was 
not going to come, as we were having 
the baptism in the name o f Jesus. We 
had so little harvest; it was o ne of 
God's precious occasions; therefore, he 
would not pos tpone it. 

Well , sure enough, the typhoon made 
a big U-turn. It hit the Japan Sea, leav
ing us a beaut ifu l day. Mrs. lmagawa 
was baptized in the sligh tl y muddy 
water under the bright , hot s ky. In spite 
of the rather dramatic baptism, I saw 
no change in her. Her face was a lways 
down, even when one spoke to her. I 
didn't remember hearing her say 
anything at all. Her eyes were looking 
dow n, counting her toes; she came a nd 
went away without greeting anybody. 
Everything was just the same as before. 

But the very first Sunday, after our 
return from fur lough, we saw her look
ing straight at us, with sparkling, wide
open eyes. She was even laughing! Mrs. 
lmagawa looked so happy and proud 
with her husband a nd four-year-old 
daugh ter. 

At Easter 1980, Mr. lmagawa was 
bapt ized . The fami ly a ttends the Sunday 
se rvice faithfully . How proud and 
thankful her husband is of and for his 

Riemer Clausen. Pastor Hata, Mrs. lmagawa, Chie, Nobuko 
Clausen. and Mr. lmagawa 
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wife. It was through her that he was led 
to Jesus. Though I could not see any 
change in her after she became a Chris
tian, her husband did. In less than three 
years he, too, was baptized. The thrill 
ing thing is that the obvious change in 
the wife came after the husband became 
a Christian . She is a d ifferent lady now. 
She talks; she laughs; s he gives her 
opinions openly, even the negative ones . 
Sometimes she even raises her voice and 
says, "Watch out, what are you 
doing !" 

God's blessing is tremendous when 
the whole fa mi ly is committed to Jesus. 
His blessing is more than doubled in 
those families; I've seen it with my own 
eyes. It was such a th rilling, learning 
experience fo r me. For God, even the 
smallest is important. Through the 
weakest, he works his great work. How 
abundant God's blessing is toward the 
one who does his work! 

Is your husband not a Christian? Is 
your wife sti ll reject ing Christ? Are you 
weeping fo r your parents, for your 
chi ldren, fo r your brothers or sisters? 
Don't be discouraged. Mrs. lmagawa 
was just like you, or even weaker. She 
couldn't even look up at her husband 
and ta lk to him before s he met Jesus. 
But I've seen God's wonderful work in 
this unbelievably shy lady. 

Keep praying. Be happy. Don't look 
miserab le, because you are always 
watched by your beloved. It is through 
you a nd me that God is going to work 
the wonderful and great work o f salva
tion. Is n't it wonderful? Isn't it great? 
God is going to work through us! 0 

Reimer Clausen baptizing Mr. lmagawa 

Preserving 
Our 
Freedom 
Gideon K. Zimmerman 

B apt ists in North America are a large 
segment of Christians numbering more 
than 26,000,000 members. This does not 
include family members who attend 
Baptist churches but are not members. 
Baptists are also a very diversified 
group o f bel ievers belonging to more 
than 20 different convent ions, con
ferences and associations. Diversity is 
one of our dist inctives because we love 
o ur autonomy. The Baptist Joint Com
mittee is composed of nine Baptist 
bodies including the Baptist Federation 
of Canada. These nine groups account 
for the vast majority of Baptists in 
North America. We have found great 
s trength by belonging to the Baptist 
Joint Committee, because we speak as a 
group s tanding together and not as one 
individua l body . We have ba~ic com- . 
mitments such as the Lordship of Clmst 
and the proclamation of the b~blical 
message. Basic to our charter 1s . . 
religious liberty without the restrtc11ons 
imposed by government. . 

My own parents left South Russia at 
the turn of this centu ry , because they 
longed to be in a land where freedom of 
worship would not be hindered by the 
decrees of government. Fathers .have 
had a significant role in ~res~rv111g the 
priceless freedom o f religion 111 our two 

Dr. C. K. Zimmerman, former exi;cu
tive secretary of the North Am~ncall 
Baptist Co11fere11ce, served ~s chamnan 
of the Baptist Joint Commiuee for the 
past two years. 

countries, U.S. and Canada. My father 
was an enthusiastic teacher to his fami 
ly, his church and community, and 
shared his belief that religious freedom 
in the United States is to be greatly 
honored and regarded as sacred. He 
urged his family, church and acquain
tances to defend religious liberty. We 
have the privilege in America of express
ing our concerns regarding religious 
liberty, even with those who are 
lawmakers in federal, state or provincial 
government. We need to become involv
ed with our legislators to keep church 
and state in its proper separate role. 

About two years ago, my visit to the 
Soviet Union gave me the opportunity 
to speak in eleven Baptist church ser
vices and to fellowship with our fellow 
believers in that vast country. My 
observations discerned how restrictions 
and the loss of religious freedom can be 
imposed by the state. Although the op
portunities fo r worship have been 
b.roadened in the U.S .S.R., it is far 
from the extensive privileged freedom 
we enjoy in the U .S. and Canada. It 
made me realize once again how 
grateful I must be for the freedom to 
worship in my beloved country, the 
U.S.A. Furthermore, 1 resolved that as 
a father and grandfather I have a sacred 
trust to help preserve this God-given 
freedom. 

Members of the Baptist Joint Com 
miuee, meeting with representatives 
from other Baptist bodies, have an 
obligation to help maintain and uphold 
freedom to worship God without the in 
tervention of the State. The opportunity 
of the Baptist Joint Committee members 
to meet with representatives of govern
ment has been a constant open door to 
communicate our principle of separation 
of church and state. The religious com
mitments of many people in government 
are reassuring to us, as citizens, that 
God's help is sought by our political 
leaders and lawmakers . 

In recent years, and especially in re
cent weeks, there has been much debate 
about prayer in public schools , in
cluding the overthrowing of the 
Supreme Court decision of 1963. The 
Supreme Court decree did not say we 
cannot pray in public places such as 
schools or for that mailer in other state 
owned facilities. The Supreme Court 
decision stated that the state s hall not be 
made responsible to teach prayer or 
make it a mandatory practice by stu 
dents. Voluntary prayer has never been 
forbidden. A student choo ing to read 
Scriptures in schools has not been for
bidden. Studying religions has not been 
forbidden but rather encouraged a part 
of the curriculum . The responsibility for 
teaching prayer and practicing prayer, 
the teaching of the gospel of Christ 

belong first of all to the home and 
secondly to the church . We cannot 
delegate this to the state supported 
secular educational system. First of all 
not all teachers are eligible or qualified 
to do this. Some may not be believers . 
How shall they lead or teach others to 
pray? If the schools are to become in
volved in this, whose prayer will be 
taught and spoken? Will it be Jewish, 
Islamic, Christian or Buddhist prayer? 

The recent legislative recommenda
tions by Congressman P hilip M. Crane 
(R-111.) and Senator Jesse Helms (R-
N .C.) to remove all rulings by the 
Supreme Court regarding the issue of 
prayer in public schools simply take 
away the freedom that Christians have 
cherished. Why give to the state our in
herited religious liberty? When viewing 
the history of nations where th is has 
been done, it is very evident that 
religion began to decay and deteriorate. 
As a first generation son born to im
migrant parents from a totalitarian 
country, I plead with the fathers of our 
nation to covenant with God to take the 
divinely ordered responsibilit y of 
teaching their families how to pray and 
how to understand the words of the 
Lord. 

If the fathers and mothers of our na
tion will honor God by practicing and 
teaching their Christian faith, we will 
see less crime and a spiritually fortified 
nation, because its inhabitants and its 
future leaders will be well-grounded in 
biblical teachings. If we do our job in 
the home and church, we will not need 
to ask the state to do such "band-aid" 
type of religious emphasis as having 
students repeat words of a prescribed 
prayer , which will have no meaning to 
an uncommitted soul to God. Christians 
revivals in America and in the world 
have taken place in the past because 
Christian fat hers and mothers practiced 
faith in God, which was alive and 
vibrant. To my knowledge Christian 
revivals have not been produced by state 
or federal legislation. As a Baptist, I 
want my fa ith to be meaningfu l to me 
because God and I have a right relation
ship and not because the state dictates 
what I ought to do as a Christian . 
Thank God for religious liberty and let 
us vow never to give it up. 

Our forefathers in biblical times and 
in history since Christ were repea tedly 
commanded to teach the statutes and 
commandments of the Lord to their 
children. This also meant living what 
has been taught. We cannot live by dou
ble standards where we say, "Do what I 
say but don't do what I do.,. What we 
teach from God's word mu~t abo find 
expression in day to day living. It b st ill 
true today that ''religious tead1ing~ arc 
more mug ht l han ta11gh1. " 
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Bountiful Blessi s with Beatrice 
g by Laura E. Reddig 

S ince my appoin tment as a mis
sionary in 1938, I 've often dreamed of 
attending the Baptist World Congress . 
Imagine my del ight and joy when I 
received the news from La Verna 
Mehlhaff, N .A.B. women 's work d irec
tor, and the Missions Department that I 
was chosen to accompany Beatrice 
Nokuri as she visited a number of our 
churches following the Congress. 

Work ing with Beatrice Nokuri in the 
Cameroon Baptist Women's Union fo r 
many years helped me to love and ap
preciate this interesting person on whom 
God had placed his hand. Her father 
was our miss io n school teacher in 1942 
when I was stationed at Soppo. His 
newest daughter, Beatrice, was just 
seven months old then. In 1964 while I 
was teaching at Saker Baptist College, 
Beatrice was active in all the young 
people's acti vities o f her Victoria 
church . But working with her on the 
women 's executive committee for the 
last seven years was a beautiful ex
perience. 

Beatrice 's easy adjustment from ho t 
and hum id Victoria, Cameroon, to the 
a ir-condi tio ned , larger , noiser, fas ter
moving cit ies of Canada and America 
was a delight to behold. She preferred 
the very hottest days ! No t only was she 
able to eat a ll our strange and foreign 

Dr. Laura£. Reddig, Bismarck, ND, is a 
N.A .B. missionary to Cameroon. 

food, but she thoroughly enjoyed therTI 

a ll ! rTI 
W hereas many persons visit ing fro at 

foreign countries w~re not comp lete~ 
home with the English language, an. 
may have had difficul ty understandin~re 
the messages , Beatrice grasped the en·(le 
Baptist Wor ld Congress easily. B~at rJC 
teaches in a high school in Victoria , 
using only English . T hough there w~~ 
four Cameroonians attending the B 
Congress, Beatrice was chosen by her 
people to walk wi th the nag of the f 
Republic o f Cameroon in the Pa rade 

0 

Nations . . . . 01 Bea t rice received her mv1tau on fro 
the BWA Women's Department th ree 
years ago. Immediately, our WMF 
Director, LaVerna Mehlhaff, decided 
this was a tremendous opportunity LO 

have many Canadian and American 
churches meet Beatrice. A total o f 44 
churches were touched by Beatrice's 

testimony. . JI 
Beatr ice 's appreciat ion was beauu fu Y 

expressed, whenever and wherever s he 
spoke, "for your loving interest, sup
port a nd prayers, and for sending us t 
miss ionaries." Her report included wha 
the Cameroon women were doing: Ha"~ 
ing their own manual; supporti ng yout 
wor k, Boys' Brigade a nd 3-H Girls, 
Life-Liners ; witness ing; visitat ion , and 
planning for their own Domes t ic Science 
Center. 

eatnce Nokuri , Thelea wesseler. Dr. E.K. Martin, Laverna Mehlhaff. and 
1ura Reddig at the World Fellowship Celebrat ion. BWA Congress 

Beatrice Nokuri 
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Beat rice believes in prayer and has a 
vi tal fa ith in our Lord a nd God . S he 
frequently q uoted many Bible verses, 
telling of the s trengt h she received from 
the Lord to meet her problems. She told 
of her only sister returning from 
England as a mental pat ient. H er o nly 
brother had to leaye Cameroon, never 
to return. H er 24-year o ld son has 
sickle-cell anemia, and for o ne mont h 
was completely deaf a nd dum b . How 
she praised the Lord for her son's 
m iraculous recovery. She told of how 
ha rd it was to leave her eight chi ldren , 
especia lly her four and o ne-ha If month 
o ld baby, Beatri ce Mesanga Nokuri , to 
come to North A merica. She often 
asked for prayer that the govern ment 
might t rans fer her husband to a new 
place, so the fami ly could live together. 
(Now her husband is a district officer in 
an isolated but impo rtan t area, which is 
access ible only by canoe. There a re no 
medical facil ities nor is there an 
adequate school.) J ust try to imagine 
Beatrice tell ing her fam ily and fri ends 
about her trip! 

It was a joy to travel wi th Beat rice . 
More than ever I believe in missio ns, 
a nd am thank fu l God st ill has wor k fo r 
me to do. I am anticipa t ing a vi sit to 
Cameroon in Decem ber to see my large 
God-given fa mily there. O f course, there 
mus t be a f ish dinner wi th Beat rice in 
Victoria! 

Remem bering the BW A bless ings, and 
travelling wi th Beat rice, I can only say 
as Cameroonians often do: "I tha nk 
G od, and I thank you, too." 0 

Sisako Yuzawa, Japan and m iss ionary Lucille 
W ipf were also at the BWA Congress 

Chu ches, Pol .tics, 
and x Exemptions 

B oth t he printed and electronic news 
media have recent ly di scussed an up
surge among church-going Americans of 
interest a nd participation in the polit ica l 
processes . T his is a most encouraging 
development. People with religious com
mitments should evidence a deep con
cern for a nd involvement in the process 
of seeking solutions to the problems 
w hich face o ur nat io n a nd the world. 
Many solu tions to society 's problems 
will be found either in governmental 
action or in restraints o n governmental 
act ion. If Baptists a nd others are to be 
good stewards of their in fluence, they 
mus t be active in the poli tica l arena. 

H owever, it is one thi ng for individ
ua l Bapt ists to be ac tive politicall y and 
another fo r a church, an associa tio n, a 
state conventio n , or a national deno mi
natio n to become involved in partisan 
polit ics o r in the endorsement of can
did a tes for polit ical office. The brief 
legal summary which fo llows is not 
defin it ive but should serve as a guide to 
the church 's political "dos" and 
"don 'ts." 

The freedom of speech guara nteed by 
the First Amendment clearly protects 
the right of the individual, with the 
except ion of federal governmenta l 
employees , to endorse and support 
politica l part ies, candidates, and 
political issues . A pastor as a n indi
vidua l may do so , but he must be s u~e 
that his polit ical acti vities cannot be 111 -

terpreted as a n acti on of the church . 
For example, the endorsement o f a can
d idate or a part y from the pulpit would 
probably be considered a n endorsement 
by the church a nd would have a poten
tia ll y devastating effect on the tax status 
of a chu rc h . 

The income of a church- tithes , offer
ings , dividends , etc.-is exempt from 
federal income taxat ion by §50 1 (c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code, which 
cond itions exemption o f churches a nd 
o ther charit ies by s tating, among other 
th ings , tha t " . . . no substant ia l part of 

John W . Baker, General Counsel of the 
Baptist Joint Commillee on Public Af
fairs, is a 111e111ber of the Tax Section of 
the American Bar Association. 

by John W. Baker 

the activiti es o f which is carrying o n 
propaganda, or o therwise attempting, to 
influence legislat ion ... , a nd which 
does not participate in, o r intervene in 
(including the publishing or distributing 
of statements), any polit ical campaign 
o n be ha If of any candidate for public 
office." Contributions to churches 
which meet these tests a re tax deductible 
under § 170 o f the Code. If a church 
loses its §50l (c)(3) status , it must pay 
taxes on its income and its cont ri butors 
cannot deduct their gifts from their 
gross income. In 1976 § 501 (h) was 
added to the Code to provide a mathe
matical definit ion of what consti tutes a 
"substant ial " attempt to infl uence legi
slation. H owever, churches were specifi
cally excluded from §50 I (h). 

An example of enforcement of 
§50 I (c)(3) provisions is the Internal 
Revenue Service's removal of the tax
exempt status of the T ulsa-based Chris
tian Echoes National Minist ry Inc. on 
the grounds that it had substantiall y at
tempted to influence public policy and 
that its leadership had endorsed candi 
dates . The ruling was challenged , but 
even though the court held that Chris
ti an Echoes was a church the 1. R .S. 
actio n was upheld. Christian Echoes 
National Ministry, Inc. v. United States, 
470 F.2d 849 (1972), cert. denied, 4 14 
U.S. 864 (1973). Despite this decis ion , a 
st rong First A mendment a rgument can 
be made tha t a church , as a part of its 
religious mission, may speak to govern
ment o n moral issues witho ut loss of tax 
exemption . H owever, it would be d iffi
cul t to ma ke a Firs t Amendment argu
ment tha t a church could be involved in 
part isan politics a nd reta in its tax ex
em pt io n . 

Funds fo r particular candidates or fo r 
a particular politi ca l party s ho uld never 
be solicited in or by a church . It is per
missible to encourage members o f a 
church to be active in the political pro
cesses and to contribute to the part y of 
thei r choice, but a partisan solicita t ion 
of funds is a n indi rect participa t ion in a 
political campaign and could resul t in 
the loss of tax exemptio n. The l.R .S. 
wi ll probably mo nitor this activi ty 
closely . 

Voters registra tion a nd ed ucation in 
and by churches a re other areas o f 

poli tical acti vity which need to be 
examined. Again, the em phasis m ust be 
o n the church remain ing nonpart isa n . If 
the state permits it , registrat ion booths 
may be set up in churches to register 
members on a nonpart isan basis and 
without a n urging to register in o rder to 
vote for or against a particular candi
date or for or against a part icula r issue . 

For exam ple, though the U.S. Catho
lic Conference s trongly favors a cons ti
tutional amendment to ban abortions, 
a ll Catholic churches have been directed 
to forbid anti-abortionists to distribute 
leanets in churches or church parking 
lots in support of such an amendment 
or opposing candidates for Congress 
who have supported abortion. They 
rightly fear the loss of tax exemption. 

T he l. R. S. has also clam ped down 
on church voter education when that 
educat ion involves reporting on the 
voti ng records of members o f Co ngress. 
A report which includes the voting 
records of a su bstantial num ber of 
members on a wide range of issues, 
without editori a l opinion or impl ica tion 
of approval or d isapproval would prob
ably not pu t a church's tax exemption at 
risk (see Revenue Ruling 78-248). 
H owever, an indication of approval or 
disapproval would be read as an 
endorsement of the candidate o r his/her 
opponent, and the use of a narrow 
ra nge of issues or a few members' 
records would have the same effect. It is 
just not worth the ri sk . 

What can a church or its minister d o 
in the polit ical arena without putting the 
tax-exem pt sta tus of the church in 
jeopardy? 

I . A min ister may preach on any 
ethical , moral, or social issue he/ she 
may want-the sermon j ust must be 
nonpartisan and not mentio n cand i
dates eit her favorably or unfavorably. 
2. Nonparti san voter registrat ion m ay 
be encouraged and even set up in the 
church itself. 
3. Voter ed ucation may be under
taken to the extent tha t it rem ains 
nonpartisan and no endorsement of 
candid a tes are made. 
4. All candidates fo r a n office may 
be invited to address a church or a 
public forum involving a ll candidates 
may be held in a church. 
T he em phasis o n the church 's in volve

ment in politics must be on no n
part isanship a nd non-alignment, but th is 
s hould not hinder a n individual church 
member from being highly visib le in the 
poli t ical process . A C hri stia n is obli
ga ted to be so involved. O 
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putting it 
~togetner 
by Ernie Zimbelman 
Why is it so hard to be good? This ques
tion is asked by a wide variety of people 
and in a va riety of situations. Some varia
tions of the questio n are: Why can't I do 
what is right? Why can 't I di scipline 
myself? Why do I always say or do the 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of 
Counseling al North American Baptist 
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He is also 
the director of the Sioux Falls Psychologi
cal Services Clinic. 

wrong thing? Or why do I think that way? 
I t has been said, " The road to hell is 

paved with good intentions." I fee l this 
sta tement is not true for Chri stians, but a 
less harsh statement is "the road to guilt 
a nd lack of Christian joy is paved with 
good intentions." 

If just for one day, a ll C hris ti a ns were 
as good as they would like to be-we 
w.ould have a clay of paradise. It is a rare 
bird- I r:iean C hrist ian-who makes it to 
noon bemg as good as he would like to 
be. 

Why is it so hard to be good? T he 
Scripture. t el ~ ~ us. In Matthew 7: 13 (LB), 
C hrist sa id: H eaven can be entered o nl y 
thro~gh the narro'~ gate! The highway to 
hell is broad, and lls gate is wide enough 
for a ll the multi tudes who choose its easy 
way." 

In Romans 7:21 (LB), Paul says: "It 
seems~ fa~t of Ii fe tha t when I want to do 
wha t is right, I inevi tably do what is 
wron~." Paul then goes on a nd elabor
a tes Just how difficult and complex th is 
s truggle has been for him . 

Following ~re s pecific examples of peo
ple whose beliefs and practices differ· 

Doctors who smoke or ab . / · I 1 us1ve y use 
af co 101. No reputable physician will de
end the pract ice of smoking b t 
·11 b J · • u some wi e e1surely sucking on a . 

while readily admitting that the c1ga~et.te, 
defensible. act is m -

People who don't exercise M f 
b )' . . · Ost 0 us 

e ieve that exerc1smg is good for 
necessary for healt h but we h us and 
f' I ' ave no d1f-
1c~ ty ~ot exercising. We can usua lly 

ra11onalize why we do not. 

God Was in Christ 
in a s table bare 
the C hris t was bo rn thar C hris tmas 

morning . 
naught of honour there , 
no royal crown His brow adorning. 
H e came from heav ' n above, H e came 

with heaven's love. 
Hi \ g lory power and beaut y di5guised in 

human form so poor and lowly ; 
He came, the Son of God came, from 

hea ven \ throne, majcs1ic pure and 
hol y. 
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. flesh of mary's flesh 
m human frailty incarnate· 

~ C,hris t 's birth God camd to eanh 
e came to wm men's he f ' 

love, eternal love· ans rom sin . 

th<: love of God f~r sinners 
pa1? t~e cost to find the los t 
their s ins forgive that the rr: . 
forever with the Lord ~ ay li ve 

blood ' re cemed by His 

believing on H is word the h 'ld 
God ' c 1 ren of 

lhrough faith in J esus C l . 
· lf! St . .. 

People who overeat. That's just about 
everybody. We do it every day and 
sometimes even at night. We all know 
more about good eating habits than we 
practice. Some of us strong ly di slike our 
physical a ppeara nce, bu t we cont inue to 
eat and maintain that appea rance . 

People lacking in patience. Young 
parents feel especially bad in this rega rd. 
It's not that young paren ts are less caring 
or more im patient than the rest of us. It is 
j ust that when there are young children 
~roun~ the opportun ity to practice impa
llence 1s greater. 

What is the answer to this s truggle? Am 
I a lways go ing to "live on the broad way" 
and is the "spi ri t a lways goi ng to be more 
wi lli ng tha n my flesh?" The answer to 
these latter questions is "YES " whi le we 
a re in this life. But for the Christian, the 
"Yes" is a relati ve one. 

P aul concludes thi s lament of how hard 
it is to be good with these words : "Who 
wil l rescue me from th is body that is tak 
mg me to death? Thanks be to God, 
through our Lord Jesus Ch rist (Romans 
7:24-25, TEV). 

. I ,may. s~i ll be on the "broad way," but 
'.'. I m l1vmg the Christian lifestyle, m y 

broad way " may really be a "quite nar
~~w. ~vay .. " The gap between wha t the 

spmt wills" and what "the fles h" is 
will ing to produce in reali ty can be a 
small gap. 

A~ my life is filled with the Spirit of 
C hri st, I am motivated to good works, 
and good behavior comes more spon
taneously. I worry less abou t discipline 
and strive to be more like Christ. D 

oh, behold the Babe 
celestial light reveals H is splendour, 
angels at H is feet their praise and 

homage humbly render 
bow lo~v in adora1ion, all.ye of His 

crca11 o n 
who see · ' I · 

Ill t ia1 rude manger 1he Chris! 
sent forth 10 die for man 's salva1ion; 

then s hare abroad God's gos pel that 
wl ' iosoever will may come 

and li ve th ro ugh Him. . 

-Edward D. Hughes, Winnipeg, MB 

A beautiful thought comes to mind as 
the New Day team for 1980/ 81 begins 
their new year. "The steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases, His mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is thy fai th fulness" 
(Lam. 3 :22, 23). We have come to feel 
the steadfast love of the Lord and the 
unity we have as a team through him. 

For Dan Heringer, our director, and 
for Tim Walker, ou r assistant director, 
this is a new experience. This is Tim's 

Peggy Walther and Brenda Arndt, 
reporters for "New Day" 

"New Day" 
Begins 

New Year 
by Peggy Walther and 
Brenda Arndt 

Music Section training 

New Day prayer group 

second year on "New Day," but with 
added responsibilities of assistant direc
tor, it's a little different. Tim is doing 
an excellent job, and we really appreci
ate not only his leadership but also the 
way he ministers to each one of us per
sonally. He makes a great coworker 
with Dan Heringer who is also doing a 
great job as new director of "New 
Day." Dan takes naturally to his 
responsibilities. We respect Dan 's 
leadership as well as who he is as a per
son. Dan always has a big smile and 
encouraging word. We are thankful for 
him. 

A tired, but very excited, music sec
tion of "New Day" met on the evening 
of August 25 at beautiful Central Bap
tist Camp in Lansing, IA, to begin 
training. The better part of each day, 
that first week, was spent in singing, 
singing and more singing. It was a 
special week not only as we sang to
gether but also as we started to get to 
know one another . The family bonds 
formed quickly, but our family was not 
yet complete. 

The disciplers joined us the following 
Monday. Now our family was complete! 
That evening we got together and shared 
how the Lord had led each one of us to 
"New Day." We spent time in prayer 
committing the year ahead to the Lord . 

Study 

In the weeks following, "New Day " 
busily prepared for the upcoming to ur, 
which began September 27 in Chan
cellor, SD. 

The music team continued to work on 
music as well as door-to-door surveys, 
some drama, puppets , their testimonies, 
and a variety of other th ings . 

The disciplers were also busy with 
their door-to-door surveys, work ing on 
seminars for the adults and youth, 
preparing for core group training ses 
sions and working on children 's s tories . 
As part of their on-the-job training, the 
d isciple rs went to La Crosse, WI, where 
thirteen people came to know the Lord. 
It was exciting to see the Lord's ha nd a t 
work. The music section was the first 
core group that they trained. Later they 
also took them to a nearby town to put 
into practice what had been learned . 

Of course, it wasn't all singing and 
studying, we did take time to eat the ex
cellen t meals prepared for us and enjo y 
the fellowship of those cooking fo r us . 
They were special people, and we really 
appreciated a ll the good meals a nd extra 
little things they did for us, like m a king 
birthday cakes , home-made ice cream, 
and popcorn. 

As a team, we would also try to 
spend an hour each evening, right a fter 
supper, in some kind of physical acti vi
ty. This usually included volleyball or 
hiking in the beautiful countryside 
around us. 

On the whole, our month o f tra in ing 
was just fan tas tic. There are some 
people to whom we would like to ex
press a special thanks . Cent ral Baptist 
Camp was beautiful. The people who 
live there a rc a very special group . 

In the family of God , you always 
meet people who unsel f ishly give of 
themselves and their time. Another such 
person is Paul Dykstra , who is p rese nt ly 
working on his masters degree in m u ic. 
As you kno w, Paul has been involved 
with "New Day" for the previous four 
years . His experiences a nd great t alent~ 
are g reatl y appreciated. 

A big thank yo u a lso goes to the 
''New Day " team of 1979/ 80 for your 
contribu tio n to our team o utfits a nd for 
your encourag ing words and leucr~. 

A month never wen t o q uickly. A s 
the new " New Day" team, we look for
ward to the year ahead. T hank you for 
your praye rs . Cont inue to pray for u~ 

that we may be used e ffectively for hi~ 
work . [] 
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We say good·bye to Josiah, our Mbern Health Centre driver, and four-wheel drive. 
From here it is two- foot drivel Jonathan checks the weight of the medicine box to 
decide who gets the privilege of carrying it. Then the L.A.P. team, Sanso nursing 
students, and the church choir members (who have come to carry our loads) set out 
for the village of Born. 

After a pleasent get-acquainted meeting, a group photo of the Chief, his council of tradit ional rulers, 
some of us, and the local L.A.P. committee Is taken. 

Daphne asks some children from the Chief's palace 
about their enjoyable singing and dancing. 
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On our way to one sect ion of the village (about 1.5 miles 
distant), to do a physical findings survey, we en· 
countered a steep hil l, but it was slippery due to loose 
gravel. 

God Works Through 
Heath Call'e Minist y 

by Daphne Dunger 
Today in Mbem Field, Cameroon, 

gra te ful people in four villages no f 
· or longer trek up a nd down mountains 

fou r to six hours (one way) just t? get 
worm m edicine, aspi rin, or malaria 
medicine. These people from villages 
with populations of m ore than i ,000 . h 
each a re fi nding practical ways by whic 
they prevent much of their illness. To 
top it off . .. it is a ministry of the 
local Baptist church! . tians 

Two chosen , mature, act ive Chris 
from the church are involved in the as 
L.A.P. or Life Abundant Programme a 
a part-time J·ob for two to three hours! 

· trea · day. They learn simple diagnosis, 
ment, and how to be an "agent o f d 

· I an change," working toward phys1ca h 
spiritual health promotion. T~e . churc 
and community purchase med1cin_es 
from the Baptist Med ical Authority, 
stock medicine supplies , a nd then 
dispense them for the same cos t as at 

d" en· the other Baptist hospita ls and •5P 
1 

saries . Thus there is a consta~t suP:r ~he 
of drugs as well as remunerauon f" ov
two Life Abunda nt prom oters. A g 
erning" com mittee from the chu rch 
guides the local programme. tient 

In answer to the pers is tent a nd pa 
prayers of some God's ch ildren, the The 
spark was lit alm ost two years ago .

97
9 

actual leg work began in October 1 
onwhen Ba ptists of several villages c . 

. · 1n-
s1dered the possib ili ty of becoming 

. sionarY 
Daphne Dunger is a N. A . B. n71s pro· 
nurse piloting the Life Abundant 011• 

gramme in Mbem Field, Cal11~~nsO 
This December she transfers 10 nis· 
Baptist Hospital to replace two ~1 
sionary nurses going home on furtoug · 

) 
v~lv_ed in this Primary Health Care 
ministry. One month later a t the second 

) 
meeting, their eagerness and effort was 
clearly evident. During the m onths of 
December and January fi ve weeks o f 
cl ' asses were held for the trainees (two 
from each of four villages). In February 
the village work began with preliminary 
~hur~h li fe and physical findings 

asehne su rveys being conducted. 
ct Health teaching, the top priority, is 

one by s to ry song a nd d rama as well 
as b ' ' Y Other usual methods. Active im-m . . 

un1zat1on, under-five, and ante-natal 
care clinics will a lso become an im por
t~nt Part o f the programme. In addi
~1~~· excellent learning opportunities are 

a lia ble for nu rs ing students from our tra· · 1ning schoo l at Banso. The govern-
ment Preventive medicine sector has 
~~couraged us in our e fforts to assist 
bl: P_opulation of this area. Wi th_ the 
C ssing and encouragement o f the 
A arneroon Ba ptist Convention's Medical 

Uthority to continue the programme, 
our leg 0 h ch s a re all set to carry o n. t er 
i Urches and vi llages a re asking to be 
ncluded. BUT T . . . . 

r wo missiona ry nurses not being 
edplaced (as of Decem ber 1980) and in-a equ . 

med· ate numbers of Cameroonian 
be 1.cal staff (until new graduates can 
" hired next year) means tha t without 
g 

5
?meone standing in the gap" it is 

t.oing to be very rough going for some 
1rn e B d bl · ut God has prospered an 

h.essed these efforts in his name and for 
t~s sake. We trust in him "who is able 
th do exceedi ng abundantly above a ll 

P at we ask or think according to the 
ow ' y er tha t worketh in us" (Eph . 3:20). 

thour Prayers of intercessio n can even be 
at ''som d" . h ,, D eone s ta n mg mt e gap. 

Helen, a Sanso nursing student, does a finger·prick to check the 
hemoglobin of a school child. Only about ten percent of the population 
have hemoglobins of over 10 g rams. 

Matthew Metop (left), and Comfort Njaprirn 
(seated), the L.A. Promoters from the Born 
Baptist Church, carry on a good work in 
Born. Jonathan Njap (tall man in white) is 
Miss Dunger's field assistant. 

Abraham, another student, does a urine check for albumin. 

Miss Dunger reaches out as a f riend 
to a small child showing beg inning 
signs of malnutri tion. Malnutrition 
tends to be too frequen t a problem, 
part icularly of chi ldren recently 
weaned, and there are deaths from 
i t . 
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the 
GROWING FEATURES FROM YOUR CHURCH 

MINISTRIES DEPARTMENT. Brief, 
p rovocative articles to expand the g row
ing edge of the mind and soul- to sug
gest, perhaps , new avenues of thought 
and action. 

Denny's Column 

by 
Denny Miller, 

short-term 
missionary 

in Cameroon 

"Dear sons and daughters , 
" I love you so very much, more than 

you can imagine . My love goes o ut to the 
sparrows and lilies of the field. I take care 

Principles for 
Effective 

Intercession 
I. Make very sure that your heart is 

clean before God by having given the Ho
ly Spirit time to convict, should there be 
a ny unconfessed sin. "I f I had cherished 
iniquity in my heart , the Lord wo uld not 
have listened" (Ps. 66: 18) 

2. Ack nowledge tha t you cannot really 
pray without the direction and energy o f 
the Holy Spirit. " Likewise the Spi ri t 
helps us in our wea kness; fo r we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but the 
Spi rit himself intercedes for us with sighs 
too deep for words" (Rom. 8:26). 

3. Die to your own imaginations, 
desires , a nd burdens for what you feel 
you should pray. " Do no t rely on your 
own insight" (Prov. 3:5). " He who trusts 
in his own mind is a fool" (Prov. 28:26). 
"For my thoughts a re not your thoughts " 

About Those 
Young Adults 
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edge 
of them. Aren't you more important? 

"I feel your aches and your so rrows. I 
cry for you, and I wish you would come 
and throw your a rms about me a nd tell 
me all that has hurt yo u. Since I have s uf
fe red o n earth, I can help you in you r 
pain. 

"Come to me. I wi ll hold your hand . 
Take refuge in the shadow o f my wings . I 
will heal you. 

" I have set you aside for a very specia l 
purpose. It is not that you a lone can do it. 
But I have chosen you . I wish I could tell 
you a ll that awai ts you and all that you 
wi ll do and become , but the time is not 
right. You a re not ready. 

Meanwhile .. . cons ider it a ll joy when 

(Isa. 55 :8). 
4. Ask God to utterly control yo u by 

his Spirit. " Be fi lled wi th the Spiri t" 
(Eph. 5: 18). Then !hank him for doi ng 
so. "Wit hout fai th it is impossible to 
please him" (Heb. 11 :6). 

5. Praise him now in fa ith fo r the 
remarkable prayer experience yo u are go
ing to have. He is a remarkable God a nd 
wi ll do something consistent with his 
character. 

6. Dea l aggress ively with the enemy. 
Come against him in the a ll-powerful 
name of the Lo rd Jesus Christ a nd wi th 
the sword of the Spirit-the Word of 
God. " Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil a nd he will flee from 
you " (James 4:7). 

7. Wai t in silent expectancy . Then in 
obedience a nd fa ith, utter what God br
ings to your mind . "My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, a nd they fo llow 
me" (John 10:27) . Be sure not to move 
onto the next subject unti l you have given 
God sufficient time to discha rge all he 
wan1s to say to you regarding this par-

For those interested in demographics , 
these s tatis tics help pin-point this age 
group as a challenge for minis try: 

While the percentage o f the U.S. 
popula tion in the 25-34 age range 
amounted to 12.3 percent in 1970 a nd 

you encounter these vario us tria ls , know
ing tha t the testing of your fai th produces 
endurance. And let endurance have its 
perfect result that you ma y be per fec t and 
complete-lacking in nothing. 

"Seek a fter m e. I a m the only one who 
will give you lasting happiness. People 
and mater ial things will a lways let you 
down. They wi ther as the grass in the sun . 
Know that I am always wi th you- not 
physically, but in sp irit. There is nothing 
hidden from m y sight. I know all, see a ll 
and experience a ll. Therefore , d raw from 
my st rength . 

"Remember my love for you is cons 
tant. I will wait for you. Plea se come. 

"Your Father." 

ticular burden , especially when praying in 
a group. 

8. Always have your Bible wi th you 
sho uld God wan t to g ive yo u d irecti on or 
con fi rma ti on from it. "Thy Word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to my path " 
(Ps . 119: I 05). 

9. When God ceases to bri ng thi ngs to 
your mind for prayer, finish by prais ing 
and thanking him for what he has done. 
Rem ind yourself that " from h im a nd 
through him a nd to him a re all thi ngs. To 
him be glory forever. Amen" (Rom. 
11 :36). 

A Warning: God knows t he great 
weakness o f the human hear! toward 
pride, and if wc spea k of what God has 
revea led and done in in tercess ion, it may 
lead to our committ ing this sin against 
God. God shares his secrets a nd burdens 
wi th those who are able to keep them. 
There may come a t ime when he wi ll 
definitely prompt us to share, bu t unless 
this happens, we should remain silent! 
" And they kept silence and told no one in 
those clays anyth ing of what they had 
seen" (Luke 9:36). - Joy Dawson. D 

14.5 percent in 1975, in 1980 it was pro
jected to reach 16.3 percent. T hat popula
tion segment is proj ected to peak in 1985 
at 17. 1 percent o f the populatio n . 

Persons in the 18 to 34 age range ac
cou nted for 24.4 percent o f the U .S. 

populatio n in 1970 and 27.4 percent in 
1975. In 1980, it was projected that 18 to 
34-year-o lds wi ll accoun t fo r 29.5 percent 
of the po pulation. In 1985 that popula
ti on group wi ll account for 29. 1 percent 
of the populatio n. 

In 1980, persons in the 20 to 29 age 
range were expected to number 40.6 
mi ll ion. No other IO-year popula tion 
breakdown wi ll be as large. (Population 
estimates for other age ranges were: .ages 

12 Myths 
About Careers 
by John William Zehring 

Myth No. 4: A Test Can Tell Me What I 
Should Do. 

No test can tell you what to do. All a 
test can do is give you some information 
about yourself, about your aptitudes, 
your perso nality , you r interests . That can 

Teaching As 
Jesus Did 
The characteristi cs o f an a uthentic 
teachi ng -learning church would include 
some of the s tyles of the Master Teacher 
him sel f- Jes us . Therefore, the church 
is ... 

A Q uestioning Community. Jesus 
refu sed to be bound by traditional inter
pretations of his day. Knowing that exter
nal a uthority can never force bel ief a nd 
acceptance on a person , he encouraged in-

Gifts a Father 
Can Give 
A HUG A DAY keeps ha te away . Would 
your fa mil y become bett er a t expressing 
love if each family member made a point 
of hugging the others at leas t once a day? 

"WARM FUZZIES" are those specia l 
fa vors a nd good feelings given us by 
o thers , especia lly in our own fam ily. How 
a bou t making· thi s week " Sally 's Warm 
Fuzzy W eek" (put in the na me of your 
chi ld o r wife) . During the week , each 
family member does something special 
fo r that person, and a t Friday night 's din
ner finishes the sentence. " I li ke you 
because ... " abo ut the fea tured fam ily 
member. It then becomes a nother per-

10-19, 37.7 million ; ages 30-39, 31.2 
million ; ages 40-49, 22.6 million.) 

In a U.S. News and World Reporr a rti 
cle entitled, " The Way Singles are Chang
ing the U.S .," it was noted tha t singles 
now make up one out of every three 
households. The number of Americans 
living alone or with unmarried room
mates has ri sen more than 40 percent over 
the last six years-seven times faster than 
the increase in married couples selling up 
homes. This trend is affecting things 

be valuable information if you use it pro
perly; a lthough many people a lready have 
a good sense of these components wi thout 
testing. 

A tes ting expert who designed what is 
one of the most valuab le interest inven
tories has said, " The most valid and 
reliable way to ascerta in a person 's in
terests is to ask, 'What are you interested 
in?' " 

Incidentally, tests a re not a lways pro
perly in terpreted. More than one s tudent 
has been told what he or she should 

dependent thinking and questioning 
(Mark 10: 17-24; 7: 1-13) . 

A Community of C hange. Learning 
requires cha nge. The entire ministry and 
message of Jesus was an attempt to 
"change the world a nd lO cha nge 
people." The teaching church is not 
afraid of change. 

A Community of Acceptance and 
Love. Jesus himself was a ministry of ac
cepta nce and affirmation. People were 
able to hear his message because they felt 
loved and accepted (John 4: 1-30). Jesus 
would rather lose a disciple than win one 
under fa lse pretenses (Matthew 7: 13-14). 

son's " Warm Fuzzy Week. " 
BUSINESS TRIPS do n' t ha ve to 

eliminate communication with your chil
dren. Next tri p, try leaving behind one of 
these: I . Tape-recorded messages to your 
child, which can be played each da y at 
breakfast and/ or bedtime. Include in 
your comments a prayer for your child 
and read a section from his or her favorite 
storybook. Offer a riddle or mental puz
zle to solve, with the ans wer o n the next 
taped segment. 2. A co llection o f small 
gifts (gum, bubble soap , finger paints, 
pea shooter, etc.) individua lly wrapped to 
be opened on each day you a re away. 3. A 
series o f short love notes contain ing clues 
to some surpri se or activity you will 
reward the child with upon your return. 

SURPRISE YOUR CHILD (especia lly 
a teenager) by serving him or her break-

socially and economically. H owever , o ne 
observer noted that si ngle persons a re 
looking for a more stable life-style now, 
becoming less sa tisfied with the carefree, 
irresponsible approach to life. Surely this 
indicates an inner hunger to which the 
church should be ministering. One cannot 
help bu t ask , what more can our churches 
do to meet the spiritual a nd stabil izing 
needs o f this sizable segment of socie ty . 
(from Pass Ir On, The Wesleyan C hurch.) 

become on the basis of an interest test. 
If you do not have a grasp o n your self

concept and don't know, by experience , 
what you enjoy and what you are good a t, 
then a test may give you a starting place 
for your self-understanding. But no test 
can magically spit out your life 's work. 
(Jo hn Zehring is the director of Career 
Pla nning and Placement, Earlha m Col
lege, Richmond, IN. Reprinted by per
m1ss1on from GROUP Magazine, 
copyright 1979, Thom Schultz Publica
tions, Inc., Box 481, Loveland, CO 
80537 .) 

A Relational Community. The best 
teaching is done in rela tionships
exemplified in the relationship between 
Jesus a nd his disciples . Jesus could con
vert the skeptics because he lived what he 
taught. Likewise the church teaches more 
by what it does than by what it says. 

A Community of Responsibility. 
Discipleship cost something, but the 
rewards were greater than the costs . Jesus 
em phasizes this over and over. It is the 
responsibil ity of the teaching church to 
focus on the fac t that "education is for 
discipleship " and that it is a lifelong 
studying program. (from The Torch.) 

fa st in bed one morning this week . The 
love a nd servanthood expressed can d if
fuse any tensions tha t might exis t between 
you and sponsor some great moments o f 
sharing and conversa tion. Works won
ders with wives , too. Who kno ws, the 
favor mig ht soon be returned. 

IS IT TIME your kid 's names appeared 
again in your api'ointrnent book ? If pri
ority time with each of them is getting 
squeezed out by less important pressures, 
sit do wn with each of them, decide how 
you ' ll spend an hour together this week 
(breakfast or lunch together, a special 
outing, working on their ho b by or specia l 
project in the garage, etc .), then let them 
watch you write their names into your 
book . (from Dads Only, Julian, C A. 
Dads a nd P ubli shers are Paul Lewis a nd 
Ray Bruce.) 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Gifts . . . God's 
gift of his Son created in us the idea 
a nd the desire to give a lso: to sha re the 
" gift" of Jesus Christ ; to give joy, 
pleasure, and peace where we can; to 
give tangible objects, do speci fic acts, 
to s how our own love to relatives and 
friends. 

The articles in this issue a re "gifts" 
to you. Mary June's a rticle gives back 
to you some of the joy you have pro
vided through the send ing of kilo 
packages to our m issio naries. To you 
who have sha red your warmth and 
your homes with others, the ed itor's 
article provides a reminder of the far
reaching and long-remembered effects 
of your hospita lity. Have a blessed 
Christmas of loving a nd sharing, giv
ing and receiving , tha nksgiving a nd 
reflection . 

Magnets, Corks, 
Watches, 

and Sugar 
by Mary June Burgess, 

Ndu, Cameroon 
West Africa 

Question: What possible connect ion can 
there be between these unrelated objec ts? 
Answer: None-but they each illus trate 
God's sovereignty a nd his promise to sup
ply a ll of our needs. This is the story of 
how God has used you to "bless the mis
sionaries." 

For severa l years now, you, North 
American Baptist women, have gone 
above a nd beyond your call o f service and 
have sent kilo packages to the mis
sionaries . Altho ugh we smile a bit a t the 
bachelo r receiving a package fu ll of panty 
hose, hair nets , and perfumes, a nd the 
chi ldren have been disappoimed to have 
bro ken pencil stubs and wheel-less toy 
ca rs ~ent to them, these cases a re rare. 
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Sometimes the packages may take six or 
seven months to reach us , bu t we do 
receive most of what you send and in 
good condition. We do appreciate so 
many of the litt le touches o f home you 
send to us. 

Several of the missionaries have spoken 
o f something tha t they received which 
came just in time-a box of pudding to 
st retch a dessert for unexpected guests; 
some throat lozenges to reli eve a dry 
season "tickle ;" some peacock blue 

by Dorene Walth, 
WMF president, 
Citrus Heights, CA 

I t 's December, and my sancti fied stair
way is getting the rush! 

M yrna stopped by this morning. I had 
little clusters of " mess" all over the 
house. Near the door was a pile of 
magazines to take to the hospital. A 
folding table cluttered the living room 
where I ha d been doing some writ ing . 
"Coffee" dis hes were sti ll on the kit
chen table . La tch hook rug fuzz was 
floating on the end tables. 

Wouldn't you know, that's just the 
time someone would drop by . I 
hesita ted a t the door before welcoming 
her inside. IL was just long enough for 
me to deba te momentaril y between my 
self-conscious desire to keep her at the 
door, making the visit short and imper
sonal, or to let her come in in spite of 
my disarrayed home. 

For some time now, I 've been work
ing to develop the right a ttitude so that I 
wouldn 't apologize to a visitor for the 
state of my environment when caught 
like this. In fact, I had been teaching 
this to others. " Let your friends get to 
know the real you," I tell my students . 
"Let them see you human with things 
not always perfect in your life. " 

A sage housewi fe o nce advised me to 
set o ut the vacuum cleaner when the 
house was in it s worst state. In the event 
of unexpected company, they would 
assume that you were then in the mids t 
o f cleaning, and think not hing of it! 

th read to ma tch the cloth in a sewi ng pro
ject. I firmly believe that the God who is 
concerned about the number of hairs o n 
our head is a lso concerned about what is 
needed in these kilo packages that come 
a t the rig ht time. Let me s hare th ree short 
stories from personal experience to il
lustrate thi s . 

Last September , I was asked to make a 
wedding cake for a pas tor friend of o urs. 
I have no aptitude for thi s kind of thing, 
but agreed to try. Glenda Eite l came over 

My vacu um cleaner was not o ut, but 
I 'm so proud of the fac t that I could in
vi te Myrna into my living room to chat 
and s hare from our hearts . 

Even though her apparent reason for 
stopping by was to return a book , it was 
soon obvious that she needed to unload 
a heavy burden under which she had 
been laboring for severa l days . When 
she saw I had time for her and loved her 
enough to let her see me wi th my home a 
bit frazzled , she bega n to open her heart 
tome. 

Myrna d ecided to take some real 
pos it ive s teps toward cleaning out some 
sin in her life and, consequently, left 
with a new taste for abunda nt li ving. 

She's gone now, and m y clu tter st ill 
remains, but my heart is bubbling over 
with the sa tis facti on tha t God used 
me-his vessel- to bring com fort and 
direc tion to a nother's life. That is ex
ci ti ng! He arranged the context of my 
life to sha re the right b lessing with the 
right person today! 

At first , it seemed Myrna was the o ne 
tha t received the he lp from the ex
perience, for s he felt that during our 
time toge ther God revealed his divine 
will to her regarding some very personal 
ma tters. She was so gra teful. 

On closer scrutiny, I find I was the 
one that benefited, perha ps even m ore. 
For o ne thing, I gained greater con 
fidence in using the gifts God has given 
me. I received affirmation tha t "Christ 
is in m e ... " (Col. I :27) and that 
" ri vers o f li ving wat er do fl o w from my 
innermost being " (John 7:38), when I 
keep my body as the "temple of the H o
ly Spiri t " (I Cor. 6: 19). 

God, tha nk you for teaching me that 
a lthoug h I fa il a t so many things , I, 
myself, am not a fai lure. I am j ust a 
vessel , peris hab le and weak, but created 
by you and able to be used by you to 
help others see you r power . Than k you 
for the gift o f your Son . That's what 
th is December sanc tified rush is all 
about ! 

" Bu t this precio us treasure-this light 
and power that now shine within us-is 
held in a peri shable conta iner, tha t is, in 
our weak bodies. Everyone can see that 
the glo rio us power with in must be from 
God a nd is not o ur own " (2 Cor . 4 :7) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Friday evening, the night before the wed
d ing, to help. I had misjudged the 
amoun t o f icing sugar we would need, 
and the cake looked bare with what we 
had. It was nearly 10:00 p.m., a nd elec
tr icity would be goi ng off soon. The little 
bit of sugar I had left was hard a nd lum
py, d ifficult to roll smooth with a rolling 
pin . Then I remembered the kilo package 
we had just received. It contained a box 
o f icing sugar , soft and smooth-just 
enough to fini sh the icing on the cake! 
God knew, and he provided through you. 

Like most of the missionary mothers of 
small ch ildren , I a m teaching mine by cor
respondence. I was a bit p uzzled as to 
what to do a bout a science unit on 
magne ts coming up. One experiment in
volved putting a magnetized needle in a 
cork, then floating it in water, " s teering" 
it wit h a nother magnet. We had a little 
magne t holding notes on o ur refrigerator 
door . But a cork? We had no idea where 

Hospitality: 
Giving and 
Receiving 
by Sara Pasiciel , 
Steinbach, MB 
" I wish I could sing like you ." " I wis h I 
could play the o rgan as you do." " I wish 
I could cook li ke you ." "If o nly I had the 
girt of writing . .. " We have a ll either 
heard a p hrase like thi s or sa id it 
ourselves. "My gift is not like her 
gift. ... " 

A fu nny thing happened on the way to 
thi s December issue . ... I wanted so
meone to write an a rticle on the joys she 
had received by using and developing her 
gift o f hospitality. So I wrote to two 
women a nd s poke to a third-and a ll 
sa id "Tha nks for asking, but I don 't feel 
I ca~ wri te well enough. " 

Finally my husband reminded me, 
" You're asking them for art icles because 
their gift is hospitality , why don 't you 
writ e about them?" So I 'm writing about 
three women w ho have s ha red their gift 
with us a nd these few represent all of you 
who ha~e accepted and developed this gift 
from God. 

Mrs . J une Kern lives o n a farm near 
Mille t , AB . As with so ma ny o f you'. ~er 
door is often o pen to welcome v1s1t ing 
missionaries, pastors, speakers, and 

to buy one in Cameroon, except perhaps 
in Douala , 300 miles away. But the Lord 
knew. About a week before the science 
lesson, we received a kilo package from a 
suppo rting church with four small 
magnets and two corks ! We had never 
received corks before-but I guess we 
hadn't really needed them! 

Fina lly, a n illustratio n to s how how 
God uses different ways a nd different 
people to supply our needs. In September 
a church in Canada mailed us a package 
wi th some things especially for the 
child ren. Three momhs later, another 
church in the Midwest did the same thing. 
Bot h packages were received the same 
day. It was like Christmas! The children 
were excited to see a ll the crayons, 
balloons, barreues, and liu le toys packed 
especially for them . We would lay 
everything out , then sort it la ter. 

But some sadness came; there were on-

friends her family has made over years of 
entertaining and loving. We were delight
ed to stay with June a nd her busy family 
while we were on deputation. At no time 
during our visit did we feel that we were 
cau s ing inconvenie nce, upset ting 
schedules, or stimulating a nxiety. 

I es pecia lly remember a s unny Sunday 
morning breakfast, relaxed, unhurried, 
"fuss-less ." The bacon and eggs were 
great, but our lasting impression is of 
laughter , conversation, and a fee ling of 
being a t home with God's people that 
swept us in to the morning worship service 
without a hesitat ion or qualm . How 
gra teful we were for women-and their 
families-who enjoyed and s ha red thei r 
gift of hospita lity. 

Mrs. Ruth Bienert has been a pastor's 
wife, a Con ference worker's wife, and a 
co llege vice-president's wife (same hus
band, different responsibili ties). I have 
seldom met a woman who is so much 
herself, yet so supporti ve of her husband 
in his work with people. You also have 
me t wom en who have accepted 
themselves as they a re, have been content 
in the place they happen to be, and have 
then been free to concentrate on others, 
to be concerned for their comfort a nd 
needs. Ruth has been an example of 
gracious a nd whole-hearted hospitality to 
me for many years. 

A third example o f selfless giving a nd 
generous hospitality is my own mother , 
Mrs. Irene G unst. Among my earliest 
memories a rc Sunday dinners a t a crowd
ed table, the wedding-gi ft tablecloth 

ly two toy watches in the package from 
the Midwest, and we have three children . 
Any mother who has young children close 
to each other in age knows the diffi culty 
of not having an equal share to go 
around! MK's are no exception. We had 
a lmost decided to have a family council to 
determine who would get the watches. 

But then we opened the remaining 
package. Across the span of hundreds of 
miles and three months, God knew our 
need tha t day. Just a sma ll thing, bringing 
ha ppiness to young children. He sup
plied ! There in the last kilo package we 
opened was one mo re toy watch. 

I believe these examples do not s how 
"just a coincidence," as some would say, 
but they illustrate the power and perfect 
timing o f God. They also show how he is 
using you a nd your " caring packages" to 
help supply our needs; even though those 
needs may be as seemingly insignificant 
as a cork or a toy watch. 

gleaming white, the conversation often 
centered o n the Lord's work in the chur
ch, the Conference, and on the mission 
field . What a privilege to lea rn to know 
neighbors, members of our church, 
vis iting min ister s a nd Co nference 
workers . What fun to know that mis
sio na ries were people j ust like us, whose 
peas rolled o ff thei r forks just as mine 
did! Mom didn ' t wait u ntil she had the 
bes t china and silver before she began 
entertaining; we would have missed many 
years of enriching fellowship if she had. 
What we had was s ha red with friends and 
with strangers. What we received was 
knowledge, understanding, an interest in 
others, a nd a great deligh t in meeting and 
gett ing to know people. This has been o ne 
o f the greatest gift s my mother has given 
me. Because of her "open heart and open 
home," countless people have said to me, 
" Is she your mother? She's one of my 
favorite people!" 

Hospitality-a gift from God, a gift 
which adds meaning to the words , "It is 
in giv ing that we receive." 0 

DID YOU KNOW . .. tha t our sisters 
in Cameroon , Japan , a nd Brazil pray 
regularly for us and for our needs? 
Let 's remember them especially during 
this season celebrating the birth of 
Jesus Christ, who made it possible fo r 
us to be one in him. 
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Church Extension Project 

True Riches 
for Gold Country 

East of the State Capitol of California, in the foothills 
on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada mountains, lies 
the Mother Lode. Gold was discovered in this area in 1849. 
People came from all over the states to search for what 
they thought would make them rich. 

It is to this area that Pastor Dale and M a rion Cundall 
were called of God to establis h a church, which would give 
to people riches far beyond the value of gold: the truth of 
God's word. The primary target area of Gold Country 
Baptist Church is Shingle Springs/Cameron Park. 

Th.e ~ork began in October 1979, with 40 people 
meetmg m Buckeye Elementary School, Shingle Springs, 
for a worship service. In March 1980, the church was of
ficially organized. Three thousand two hundred invitations 
were distribu ted to the homes of the area. In July, Gold 
Country Baptis t became a Church Extension project of the 
North American Baptist Conference. 

God blessed this minis try in many ways. A record atten
dance of 92 was reached on September 7. Most of the 
ch~rch families a re active and want to use their gifts to 
build up others . An execu tive board of nine m en m eets at 
least once each month Lo take care of church bus iness. 
Faithful Sunday school teac hers serve each Sunday morn-

The Rev. Dale Cunda/I is pastor of Cold Country Baptist 
Church, Shingle Springs, CA. 
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by Dale Cu ndal I 

ing. Ten to fifteen high school youth meet on Sunday even
ings in a youth 's h o m e . Persons use their musical talents to 
glorify God in the worship services. A men's Bible study 
class meets in a real estate office each Thursday at 6:30 
a .m. The elders meet in a barber shop each Saturday morn
ing at 6:30. We are very tha nkful for the d edica ted , 
capable and willing people who want to be " laborers 
together with God" in reaching th is community with the 

Gospel. 
P eople have responded to Christ. Eighteen people were 

baptized Sunday afternoon, September 14, a hig hlight ex

perience. 
Property is very expens ive, and much o f the choice la nd 

is zoned commercial. We b elieve that God h as a spot for u s 
where we can build facilities to m o re effectively minis te r Lo 
the spiritual needs o f the people . W e se t a goal of regularly 
minis tering to a t least 150 people before the end of 1981. 
We believe that acquir ing and developing o ur own proper

ty will help us to reach that goal. 
Thank you for your financial a nd prayer support. 

Special thanks to Northern California A ssociation for 

their help and encouragement. 
Please continue to pray for us , that we will always be 

sensi ti ve to the leadership of the Lord Jesus C hris t. D 

Your financial contributions may be sent to the North 
American Baptist Conference, Oakbrook Terrace, IL, 
designated for Gold Country Baptist Church, Shingle Sp.rings, 
CA, 60181. 

Executive Board of Gold Country Baptist Church 

As a Pastor 
Sees It 
by James D. Frey 

You may become numb sometimes 
reading what the Estate Planning director 
and counselors write in these articles 
month after mo nth . Therefore, I thought 
you may be interested to read what some
one, who is not associated with this minis
try, has to say. 

Recently I received a church newsletter 
from a pastor. I want to share with you a 
portion of this newsletter. It is not 

James D. Frey is the associate secretary 
for estate planning with the North 
American Baptist Conference Interna
tional Office. 

News& 
Views 
MRS. TOLBERT REPORTED 
FREE FROM HOUSE ARREST 

Mrs. Victoria Tolbert, widow of the 
slain President William R. Tolbert of 
Liberia, is reported to be living com for
tably in Monrovia foll o wing her recent 
release from house arrest. 

Dr. El Tiomu A. Reeves, pastor of the 
Providence Baptist Church of Monrovia, 
told Baptis t World Alliance off icials on a 
vi sit to Washington that life in the 
Liberian capi tal is returning to normalcy 
following a coup that e leva ted Samuel K. 
Doe to the post o f Liber ia's chief ex
ecut ive on Apri l 12. 

Dr. T olbert was pres ident o f the Bap
ti st World Aliance 1965-70, and Mrs. 
Tolbert has lo ng been active in the 
Alliance 's Women's Department. 

BWA SENDS AID TO 
HURRICANE VICTIMS ON 
CARIBBEAN ISLAND 

The Baptist World Alliance has sent 
$I 0 ,000 in emergency re lief a ssis tance to 
the Bapti st Convention of Hait.i in 
respo nse to a telegram that Hurncane 
Allen Jeri 600 persons dead and heavy 
property damage in the southern region 
of that Caribbean Island. 

Erna Redlich, coordi nator ror BWA 

necessary to name the pastor. I 'm sure 
there are other pastors who could write a 
similar message to their congregat ions. 

" Several years ago in this column, I 
reported to you that I had rewritten my 
will. What I didn't tell you at that time is 
tha t I included our church in it. 

"My reason for doing so is three-fold. 
First, the church means more to me than 
anything else. Almost everything that is 
good and beautiful in my life has come to 
me through Christ and the church . And 
our church is part of that. Second, like 
many others in the congregation, I tithe 
my income. But a number of years ago, it 
occurred to me that unless I make provi
sion for it, I will never tithe on my capital 
gains. Thus , it seemed only logical that 
when I rewrote my will I should give ten 
percent of my estate to various aspects of 
the Lord 's work. Third, why should I give 
my money to Uncle Sam in the form of 
inheritance tax when the Lord can do so 
much more with it? 

"I n short , I want to be part of the 

relief and development, sa id funds were 
sent a lso to Jamaica as soon as com
munications were restored. Food, shelter 
and reconstruction a id was sent to the 
islands of St. Lucia, Barbados, St. Vin
cent and Haiti, where it was estimated 
that more than 700 lives were known to 
have been lost. 

Miss Redlich also said that additional 
cont ri but io ns a re needed, and all 
designated funds wi ll be sent directly !O 

the point of need. 
The storm, reported !O be the second 

worst in weather bureau history, st ruck 
the islands and Texas August 4-9. 

CROWDS TURNED AWAY AT 
GRAHAM OSAKA CRUSADE 

Osaka, J apan, O c tober 13, 
1980-Police had to shut the gates o f 
Osaka's Nisse i Stadium when 27 ,000 peo
ple crowded into spaces provided for 
25,000, and hundreds more sti ll wait ing 
ou:sidc t ried !O get into the Bi lly Graham 
C rusade held here. On the last night over 
29,000 ja mmed the stadium. It was listed 
as the largest crowds ever recorded in the 
history of the baseball stad ium. American 
miss ionary, Michael Simoneaux, who has 
spent ten years in Osaka said, " I have 
never seen anything like this before in 
Japan." 

Jn welcoming Billy Graham to Osaka, 
Masuru Kishi, Governor of Osaka 
Prefec ture said, " Two thousand years 
ago Jesus Christ was born . Why is only 
one percent of J apan C hristian? 1 thi nk it 
is because Chris tia ns have not made thei r 
message clear." Billy Graham 's response 

minist ry of this church, not only while I 
am a ble to give my time and energy but 
also even after I have moved on to eterni 
ty." 

I couldn't do a better job outlining the 
purpose of the Estate Planning Ministry. 
This pastor has hit the nail right on the 
head. Many folks have found help in thi s 
area through our ministry. How about 
you? Do you want to let the U.S. or 
Canadian government spend your estate 
tax money, or would you prefer to see it 
go to the Lord's work? Who do you think 
could do more with it , God or the govern
ment? 

We stand ready to give you help in 
Estate Planning matters. Our service is 
offered to each member of our N.A.B. 
family. There is no cost to you. Please 
feel free to contact me if you want to have 
help in this matter. 

On behalf of everyone associated with 
the Estate Planning Ministry, I 'd like to 
wish one and all God's unique peace for 
this Holy Season and throughout 1981. D 

to the Governor came in his opening 
Crusade message. " ! want to make the 
teachings o f Jesus so clear that every one 
of you wi ll understand." Graham ex
plained over and over the cost of follow
ing Christ a nd the fact that people had to 
forsake a ll other "gods. " 

BWAGIVES 
"PEACE GUNS" TO CHINA 

The People 's Republic of C hina has in
vited Brother 's Brother Foundation, an 
interfaith medical group at Pittsburgh, 
USA, to come to China to instruct 
Chinese health workers in the use of 
modern immunization techniques, 
especially the jet immunization gun 
developed by Robert A. Hingson. 

Hingson, a Baptist deacon and 
founder-director of the BBF, made his 
a nnouncement at the Washington office 
o f the Baptist World Alliance, which 
sponsored his round-the-world medical 
survey in 1958 and has helped finance im
munization projects on four con tinents 
since that time . 

The unique inject ion device Dr. 
Hingson developed has been widely 
known as a "Peace gun " because it vac
cinates painlessly without use of a needle. 

Dr. Hingson and his collegue, Dr. 
Thomas We_lt y, toured China in May 
1980. swdy111g Ch111ese medicine and 
sharing detai ls of preventive medicine 
programs. They demons trated the "peace 
gun " and presented the C hinese health 
minist ry with .six of the devices as a gift 
from the Bapllst World Alliance. 
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our conference in action 
Mrs. Barbara Ertle Schmied!, who at· 
tributes her longevity to her good health, 
family, love of life and faith in God, 
celebrated her 100th birthday on May 30, 
1980. 

On the Su nday before her birthday, she 
was honored at an open house at Temple 
Baptist Church, Lodi, CA, by 260 relatives 
and friends. The festivities began with an 
invocat ion by Dr. J. C. Gunst, Temple Sap· 
tist, which was followed by the presenta· 
tion of an orchid corsage by the mayor of 
the City of Lodi. 

Mrs. Schmiedt was born in Teplitz, 
South Russia, on May 30, 1880, and at the 
age of 13 moved to Bowden, ND, with her 
parents who took up a homestead there. In 
the fall of 1903, she came to Lodi to visit 
her sister. While here she met John J. 
Schmied!, whom she married on Dec. 27, 
1903. The newlyweds bought twenty acres 
of bare land northeast of Lodi and 
estalished the home ranch, which still re
mains in the family. 

The couple had eight children, two of 
whom are deceased. Mr. Schmied! died on 
April 10, 1959. Mrs. Schmied! has 16 
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren. 

The Schmiedts were members of First 
Baptist Church, Lod i, for many years and 
then became charter members in 1948 of 
Temple Bapt ist Church. Soon after join· 
ing, they built a home directly across from 
the church making it possible for Mrs. 
Schmied! to attend all church activit ies, 
take over the responsibili ties of the 
ch urch kitchen, and become " official col· 
tee maker" for all occasions. She was st ill 
working in the kitchen at 88 years of age 
when she fell and broke her hip. At test ing 
to the mett le she is made of, she com
pletely recovered and, at the present time, 
is still able to get around by hersel f. Her 
most serious disability is her impaired 
hearing. 

She is now living in a local nursing 
home and is the "daily greeter," making 
her rounds in the morning to greet each 
guest, wishing them a good day and en· 
couraging them and at night to wish them 
a good night's sleep. She is also the 
spokeswoman for her group, always giv
ing special thanks to those who bring the 
weekly church and musical programs. 

She is truly an inspiration to all who 
know her and especially to all her family. 
(Ella Schmied!, reporter.) 

ROCK RAPIDS, IA. Faith Baptist Church 
celebrated a c limax and a beg inning-the 
f inishing of thei r building project and the 
beginning of ministry in their new church. 
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Dedication week began June 21 , with a 
banquet. The Rev. Reuben Gruenelch had 
the members " recall steps along the way." 
The Rev. Bert ltterman, Sioux Falls, SD, 
composed a song, which he and Mrs. ltter· 
man sang for this special occasion. First 
Baptist Church, George, IA, is the "mother 
church" for Faith Baptist. 

Rev. ltterman gave the morning worship 
message, and he and Mrs. ltterman sang a 
special number. 

In the afternoon, 225 attended the 
dedication service. The Rev. Helmut 
Strauss, present pastor of First Baptist 
Church, George, IA, delivered the dedica
tion message, and Mrs. Strauss sang 
" Bless This House." 

Taking part in the service were the Rev. 
Dan Payne, Central Baptist, George, IA; 
the Rev. Merv Kramer, Brandon, SD, 
church extension pastor; Dr. George 
Dunger, retired sem inary professor and 
missionary to Africa (Faith Baptist Church 
helps ~upport his daughter, Daphne, on 
the m1ss1on field in Cameroon); Randy 
Kee, son of the Rev. and Mrs. Dennis Kee, 
w.ho served Faith Church at the very begin· 
nm~; Rev: Grueneich and the Faith Baptist 
choir. A time of fellowship was enjoyed in 
the fellowship hall. 

Sunday, June 27, open house was held 
and 265 toured the new building. Th~ 
ladies served refreshments. 

What began as a survey effort by Carlo 
Walth, now associate pastor at Bethany 
Baptist Church, Portland, OR, became a 
reality in 1980. Now the church presses on 
with the "high calling'" of Christ. (Eleanor 
J. Stump, c lerk.) 

ABERDEEN, SD. On August 17, we were 
blessed to have our missionary to Japan 
Luc ille Wipf, with us at Calvary Baptisi 
Chu~ch for both t.he morning and evening 
services. It was interesting to hear how 
our work is progressing in Japan. 

On Aug. 24, our pastor, the Rev. and 
Mrs: Walter Hoffman, brought their 
ministry to a close. He is now the 
associate pastor of South Canyon Baptist 
Church, Rapid City, SD. It was a short but 
happ~ year wi th the talented Hoffmans. 
We wish them God's blessing. A farewell 
was held in the church fellowship hall. 

On August 31 we 
welcomed our new pas
tor and family, the Rev. 
Monte Michaelson his 
wife, Leslie, and their 
children, Loryn and 
Dana They came to us 
from Salem, SD, where 
he was pastoring two 
churches. We thank 
God for sending us a 
pastor (pictured) in such a short time. (Viola 
Tesky, church clerk.) 

GLADWIN , Ml. On Sun~ay afternoon, Aug
ust 3, round Lake Baptist Chu rch installed 
the Rev. Robert Brown as its new pastor A 
fellowship hour followed, welcoming R~v. 
Brown and his family to the community. 

The Rev. Willis Potratz, Great Lakes 
Area secretary, was the guest speaker. 

Rev. Brown and his family began their 
min istry in Gladwin on July 27, coming 
from Mountain View Baptist Church, 
Spearfish, SD, where he was pastor since 
1977. His wife, Gail , is serving the Lord 
with her beautiful singing. They have four 
lovely children: Jeff, Joel, Amy and Aman
da. We are trusting the Lord for many 
blessings. (Mrs. Jean Kleiss, church clerk.) 

MILWA UKEE, WI. Temple Baptist Church 
had the joy of witnessing a baptismal ser
vice on April 27. Seven adults and three 
children (p ictured with Rev. Elwyn Zim· 
merman) made a public profession of their 
faith in Christ through baptism. This ser· 
vice followed an 11-week pastor's class 
with four of the sessions devoted to the 
study of the scriptural doctrine of bap· 
tism. 

This group represents the largest group 
ever baptized in a si ngle service by Pastor 
Zimmerman, and the largest for the 
church in many years. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN. On June 6, Dennis 
Thum, his wife, Nancy, and their twin sons 
w~re welcomed to Faith Baptist Church 
with a welcoming service and a social 
hour. 

Dennis is a graduate of North American 
~aptist Seminary. He has taken the posi· 
t1~n. of a~sociate pastor with his primary 
ministry in youth work. He weill also be 
working in the area o f Christian education. 

In recent months we have had two bap
t ismal services. We praise the Lord for the 
14 people who have followed the Lord in 
baptism and have become members of our 
church. Another four people were received 
as members by trans fer of letter. We are 
thankful for what th e Lord is doing. The 
Rev. Harvey Mehlhaff is pastor of the chur
ch. 

EMERY, SD. On July 2, 1980, First Baptist 
Church had a welcome home service for 
Lucille Wipf, mi ssionary in Japan. Mrs. 
Setsuko Yuzawa of Japan was also an 
honored guest. She represen ted the 
wom~n of our churches in Japan at the 
Baptist World Alliance Women's sessions 
in Toronto, ON, July 3-8. 

Sunday morning, July 6, we had baptis
mal services for two new converts. The 
hand of fellowship was given to them at 

our communion service following bap
tism. 

Our church also had the privilege o f 
hearing the Cornerstone Quartet from 
Calvary Baptist Church of Aberdeen, SD, 
on July 13. The Rev. David Korb is the 
pastor of the Emery church. (JoAnn 
Weber, reporter.) 

PORTLAND, OR . Bethany Baptist Church 
recent ly ce lebrated its 101 st anniversary 
with an all-church potluck and Challenge 
Fund Drive. The church adopted a heal thy 
budget of $200,000 for the year and in 
order to maintain this budget, we 
challenged ourselves to meet a goal of 
$11 ,000 to be received on our Anniversary 
Sunday. We are excited to report that 
$17,500 was given, and our weekly giving 
since that time has been over and above 
our budgeted amount. 

After the potluck, we met together as a 
congregation and heard testimonies from 
a few of the 70 new members that have 
joined our fellowship since our las t anni
versary. The Rev. Donald N. Miller is 
pastor. (Jean Ann Walth, reporter.) 

PEORIA, IL. North Sheridan Baptist 
Church officially installed its new pastor, 
Terry Stol tenow, at its morning worship 
service on June 29. Moderator Calvin 
Stone was in charge of the service. Guest 
speakers included the Rev. Willi s Potratz, 
area secretary; Dr. G. K. Zimmerman, the 
Rev. David T. Priestley, former pastor, and 
Jim Frey, associate secretary for Estate 
Planning. 

A fellowship dinner honoring the newly 
installed pastor and his wife, Sharon, was 
held immediately following the service. 

Left to right in picture: Jim Frey, Dr. G. 
K. Zimmerman the Rev. Terry Stoltenow, 
Calvin Stone, ~oderator, the Rev. Will is 
Potratz, the Rev. David T. Priestley. 
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PRINCE GEORGE, BC. On June 22, 1980, 
the Rev. E. A. Hoffman baptized two young 
people during the morning worship ser
vice at Bathe! Baptist Church . The hand of 
fellowship was extended to them. 

The church honored several high school 
graduates at a banquet in June. (Robert 
Katzberg, clerk.) 

WEST ST. PAUL, MN. On Aug. 24, 1980, 
the winners (pictured) of the Library 
Lalapalooza Summer Reading Contest, 
Riverview Baptist Church, were honored. 

The ice cream theme was carried out by 
awarding first, second, and third prize ice 
cream certificates to the top seven 
readers. For each book read, a scoop of 
ice cream was added to their cones or sun
daes building up to a Lalapalooza. Sixty 
people entered the contest with 680 books 
and magazines being checked out over the 
two month period. It was encouraging to 
see the library being used, particularly by 
leaders and new people in the congrega· 
tion. The Rev. Doug Radke is pastor. 
(Karen Factor, reporter.) 

MISSOULA, MT. Five adults followed the 
Lord In baptism at Bethel Baptist Church, 
and one joined the church by testimony. 

On May 11, the church hosted a potluck 
supper honoring Dan and Arlys Van 
Gerpen and Danae. Dan resigned as direc
tor of church ministries, a postion he held 
for almost three years, to attend N.A.B. 
Sem inary, Sioux Falls, SD. Dan and Arlys 
served the Lord in more than one " job" 
each, so now there are several vacancies 
to be filled. 

A mini-retreat at Lolo Hot Springs 
Resort, September 12 and 13, was attend
ed by 33 ladies, who enjoyed a program of 
music, testimony, swimming, food and 
fellowship. This will become an ann ual 
event by enthus iast ic request. 

A Harvest-Mission Festival, featuring a 
banquet on Saturday evening, September 
20, hosted by our Men's Fellowship, 
presented Lloyd Graves, World Concern, 
as the speaker. He also spoke at the Sun
day morning worship service. The sane· 
tuary was beautifully decorated with 
flowers, fruits and vegetables in a 
traditonal observance of harvest time. 
Hero Ulrichs is pastor of our church. 
(Kathryne Staiger, reporter.) 

WACO, TX. On Sunday, September 21 , 
1980, with Dr. Roy Seibel, a former pastor 
and professor at North American Baptist 
Seminary , Sioux Falls, SD, as guest 

speaker, we celebrated our 90th anniver· 
sary with more than 200 present. Lunch 
was served at noon followed by a special 
musical program. There was fellowship 
among members, friends, and former 
members. 

The year was 1890. Several immigrants 
from Germany and Wacoans who had 
been attending the mission auxiliary of 
the First Bapt ist Church of Waco met at 
South Nlneth and Clay to organize the 
Central Baptist Church. There were nine 
charter members. The church was design
ed to meet the special needs of the im
migrants. All services were conducted in 
German. 

By 1917 a second church building was 
built at the same location, and eighteen 
new members were added by baptism. 

In 1925 under the leadership of the Rev. 
A. Becker, 24 persons were baptized, and 
the church reached self-support status. 
Services were still conducted in German. 
After Rev. Becker retired, serving 14 years 
as pastor, the church engaged a Baylor 
University graduate as pastor. He could 
not speak German, so this broke the ice. 
The services were conducted in English, 
and more people joined the church. 

The Rev. Roy Seibel became pastor in 
1944. During his ministry, the church was 
sold. Land was purchased at 29th and 
Connor. A new church was built in 1950, 
and the parsonage was built on the same 
city block. The membership totaled 158. 

By 1956 w ith the Rev. Louis Johnson as 
pastor, there was new growth, and 
membership reached 208. Also, the Sun
day school annex was completed at this 
time. 

Between the years of 1967 and 1972, 
there was a period of refreshment and 
vitality, due to enthusiastic leadership of 
the Rev. Leroy Schauer and family. There 
was a visitation program in t he 
neighborhood and beyond. God's 
Volunteers came. 

During this time, membership declined, 
as several young couples moved to other 
cities due to their employment. Some 
members sought new church homes for a 
variety of reasons. 

After the Rev. Jesse Hood and family 
left in 1975, the Rev. Jerry Walters served 
as interim pastor. His was a ministry of en
couragement, keeping faith al ive, exhorta
tion, and building up the remnan t of the 
local body of Christ. 

The arrival of the Rev. Joe Cooka nd 
family in June 1979 brought a renewed 
spirit of hope, growth in numbers and 
Christian l ife: fifteen baptisms, muppet 
ministry, children's chu rch and a vis ion for 
the futu re. 

We have come a long way, but with 
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God's help, we look to the future with en· 
thusiasm with the goal of saving the lost 
for Christ. (Louise Hoeffner, reporter.) 

KANKAKEE, IL. Pastor Elmo Herman, 
youth director at Immanuel Baptist C~ur· 
ch was ordained on Saturday evening, 
Au'g. 23, at the church. 

The Ordination Counci l of the North 
American Bapt ist Conference met in the 
afternoon, presided over the Rev. Loren 
Weber. Mr. Gilbert Luhrs opened the ser· 
vice. Mrs. Donald Salzman, church clerk, 
took the minutes. After the candidate 
presented a satisfactory statement. ~f his 
Christian conversion, call to the ministry, 
training and doctrinal beliefs, he was 
cross-examined by the council. In private 
session he was recommended to the 
church for ordination which fo llowed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Herman, parents 
of the candidate, from Eureka, ND, were 
present. Mr. Herman took part in the or· 
dination service, as did Mrs. Salzman, Mr. 
Walter Kohrs of Peoria, the appointed 
clerk and reporter, Dr. Richard Schilke, 
from the N.A.B. International Office, and 
Rev. Will is Potratz, area secretary. Mr. Dar
wynne Pucek, father-in-law of the new 
pastor, composed and sang a solo, " I Am 
Thy Child, Lord," for the occasion. Mr. 
Timothy Nelson was the organist. 

A supper was prepared before the ser· 
vice in the fellowship hall, as was a recep
tion after the service. (Alice M. Luhrs, 
reporter.) 

SUMNER, IA. We praise the Lord that God 
heard and answered our prayers in sen
ding us our new pastor, the Rev. Dan 
Payne, his lovely wife Mona and their three 
daughters: Tosha, Tanya and Tara. 

On September 7 the First Baptist 
Church presented a progam to welcome 
the Paynes and held a reception in their 
honor. May God bless Pastor Dan and 
Mona. (Retha Menke, reporter.) 

KYLE, TX. The Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Barsh 
were honored Aug. 31, 1980, wit h an Ap
preciation Dinner at the Immanuel Baptist 
Church. He resigned as pastor of the 
church effect ive Sept. 1, 1980, after serv
ing the church fo r sixteen and one half 
years. He has been act ive in the Christ ian 
ministry for fi f ty-two years. 

Following the morn ing worship service 
and commu nion service, the congregat ion 
gathered in the fe llowship hall of the 
chu rch to honor Rev. and Mrs. Barsh. Im
mediately af ter the meal, a program of 
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songs and tributes was held. 
Representatives of the different 

organizations of the church and others 
gave tributes to Rev. and Mrs. Barsh fo r 
their many years of faithful service in the 
church. 

Several members of the Elm Creek Bap
t ist Church, Seguin, TX, were present for 
the occasion. They also expressed the ir 
gratitude to Rev. Barsh for ministering in 
their church for twelve years. Gifts of ap
preciation were presented to Rev. and 
Mrs. Barsh from both the Immanuel Bap· 
list Church and the Elm Creek Baptist 
Church. 

On Sunday evening at the communi ty
wide fifth Sunday service with all chur
ches of the community in attendance, Rev. 
and Mrs. Barsh were honored again. The 
entire service was dedicated to them. 

May the Lord richly bless them and use 
them as they continue to serve him. 
(Adolph Hill, church clerk.) 

SUMNER, IA. The First Baptist Church 
dedicated its newly acquired and remodel
ed church building at a service on Sept. 
14, 1980. The Rev. Mi lton Zeeb, area 

BEULAH, ND. With much joy and grati tude 
following nearly two years o f contracti ng, 
donating labor, praying and sacri fi ce, the 
dedication of the new Immanuel Baptis t 
Church (pictured) was held on Aug. 24, 
1980, with more than 400 present. 

The activities began during the Sunday 
School Hour with a challenging devot ional 
by Sunday School Superintendent Mike 
McLaughlin. This was followed by a 
children's Sunday school program con
sisting of singing and te ll ing Bible stories. 

Leading the morning worship service 
was the pastor, the Rev. Gordon Voegele, 
who introdu ced the Rev. Herman 
Kesterke, former pastor of Immanuel Bap
tist Church, who was on the field when the 
building of the new chu rch started. 
Kesterke brought the morn ing message, 
after which a fellowship dinner was served 
to about 250 guests and members. 

The dedicaton service began with the 
reading of greetings from friends and 
pastors and with those present conveying 
greetings. Other special guests were the 
Rev. George Neubert, fo rmer pastor, who 
gave a short message and led in the 
dedicatory prayer. The Rev. Connie Salios, 
associate secretary for stewardship, N.A. 
B. Conference, brought the dedicatory 
message in which he commended the 
church on their record of phenomenal giv-

secretary, was guest speaker. 
During the Rev. Ralph Chand ler's 

ministry, the former E.U.B. church 
build ing was purchased and extensively 
remodeled. The f irst service held in the 
church occu rred on April 9, 1979, for the 
funeral of a charter member, Herman 
Schulte. 

Before the church began, the Sumner 
Baptist Mission met at the Potratz farm 
and was under the auspices of Firs t Bap
t ist Church o f Elgin. The group pu rchased 
the C. W. Dickman home as a church 
house, which was ded icated May 21 , 1944, 

ing. Mr. Gil bert Ost gave a summary of the 
history of the church, and Mr. Clarence 
Jaeger presented t he bui lding. An o ffering 
of $7,250 was received. 

Land for the buildi ng was donated, and 
the cost of the bu ilding is $260,000. This 
struc ture has a seating capacity of 350 i n 
the sanctuary (over 6,000 sq. feet) and pro
vides a church office, restrooms, nursery, 
mechanical room, ki tchen, library area, 
bapt istry, and portable classrooms. 

Special music was furn ished by the 
local church choir, di rec ted by Miss Myrna 
Seibel, and Mrs. Jer ry Becker, organis t, a 
solo by Mr. Randal l Karges, and the you th. 
(Mrs. Gordon Voegele, reporter.) 
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wit h the late Rev. Paul F. Zoschke. 
In December 1947, the congregation 

became self-support ing and cal led their 
fi rst pas tor, the Rev. Will iam Jeschke, now 
of Bethlehem, PA. The old U.B. Church 
bui ldi ng was purchased in 1952 with the 
Rev. Fred Mashner, Rochester, NY, as 
pastor. 

Members of N.A.B. churches of Iowa 
and churches o f the communi ty attended 
the ded ication serv ice. Let ters o f con
gratulations were read. 

The Reverend Dan Payne is the present 
church pastor. (Retha Menke, reporter.) 

SIOUX FALLS, SD. On Sept. 18, 1980, a 
Recognition Council composed of twelve 
churches in the South Dakota Association 
met at Trin ity Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, 
to exami ne the Const itu t ion of Brandon 
Val ley Baptist Church, Brandon, and to 
decide whether or not to recommend 
Brandon Valley Baptis t Church to the 1980 
South Dakota Associat ion for member
ship in the South Dakota Assoc iat ion and 
the North American Baptist Conference. 

The Rev. Merv Kramer, pastor of Bran
don Valley, welcomed the delegates. The 
Rev. Leon Bi l l , Trinity Bapt ist, Sioux Fal ls, 
was elected chairman of the cou ncil. 

Nora Si tt ig, a member of Brandon Valley 
Bapt ist , read a brief history o f the church 
and a portion o f the minutes calli ng for the 
recognition counc il. Rev. Kramer and 
o ther representatives of the church 
answered ques tions o f the delegates. The 
Recog ni t ion Counci l voted unanimously 
to recommend to the 1980 South Dakota 
Association (Sept. 25-28) that Brandon 
Valley Bapt ist Church (Ch urch Extens ion 
Project) be admitted as a member of the 
Assoc iat ion and the North American Bap
tist Conference. (Norbert Stubel, clerk.) 

MOOSEHORN, MB. During the winter 
months at Moosehorn Baptist Church, the 
Rev. S. Zukowsk i, pastor, taught 
disc ipleship c lasses, which several at
tended. These, in tu rn, are now discipling 
new converts. Two adults (pictured) have 
been bapt ized in the nearby lake and 
welcomed into our fellowship. 

Ou r family joined us by t ransfer of 
membership. 

On August 23, dur ing a painting bee, 
most of our church and parsonage receiv· 
ed a f resh coat o f paint. The young people 
did the f inishing-up work the fol lowing 
week. (M rs. Margaret Grauman, reporter.) 
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CORONA, SD. The 134th annual South 
Dakota Associat ion was held Sept. 25-27, 
1980, at the First Baptist Church of Cor
ona. The theme of the Associat ion was 
" Our Great Advantage," (John 16:7). Dr. 
Herb Dickerson, professor, N.A.B. 
Sem inary, and Dr. John Binder, executive 
secretary, N.A.B. Conference, were our 
resource people who directed our 
thoughts and challenged us throughout 
the Associat ion on this theme. The Rev. 
and Mrs. Douglas Woyke, guest mis
s ionaries from Japan, challenged us to 
cont inue to support missions through 
prayer and giving. The Associat ion 
business was conducted in a warm spiri t 
under the able leadership o f Mr. Ray 
DeNeui, vice moderator, Chancellor. A 
record budget of $31 ,790 was adopted; 61 
percent of the budget goes to support 
three Church Extension projec ts in Spear
f ish and Brandson, SD, and Gil lette, WY. 
Mr. Ray DeNeui was elected our 
moderator. (Darwin Stahl, recording 
secretary.) 

EMERY, SD. Mr. and Mrs. Barry Seifert 
(pictured) ended their ministry as youth 
and music director at Fi rst Baptist Church 
in August. Special numbers were 
presented by various groups, fo llowed by 
a lunch and fellowship hour. Barry is atten
ding the North American Baptist Sem inary 
in Sioux Falls. 

Jim Derman of Grand Forks, ND, and a 
student at the Seminary, began his duties 
as our new youth and music director on 
September 7. The Rev. David Korb is 
pastor. (Mrs. JoAnn Weber, reporter.) 

ELK GROVE, CA. An Ordinat ion Council 
cons isting of ten pastors and fi fteen 
delegates represent ing nine churches of 
the Nort hern Cal ifornia Associat ion of 
North American Baptists convened in ses
s ion on Thursday, September 18, at 7:30 
p.m., at the First Baptist Church in Elk 
Grove. The purpose was to exam ine Mr. 
Carl F. Brenner as a candidate for ordina
tion. 

The Rev. Clarence Walth was elected 
moderator and the Rev. Wal ter Dingfield 
as clerk. After statements and quest ion
ing, the Counc il unanimously voted to 
recommend to the First Baptist Chu rch to 
proceed wi th an ord inat ion serv ice. 
(Walter Dingfield, c lerk.) 

MILWAUKEE, WI. On Aug. 9, 1980, the 
Center Bapt ist Church had the privilege of 
celebrat ing the marriage of our youth 

pastor, Dan Edzards, to Rita Bonkowsky, 
our organist, (pic tured). A number of 
church members, re lat ives and f riends 
part icipated in t he wedding celebrat ion 
with love and joy. Pastor Dan came to 
serve our church in the summer of 1979, 
and in the absence of a senior pastor had 
more responsibil ities in serving us and our 
Lord. 

At another occas ion, t he " Spir it of 
Praise" groups f rom St. Joseph, Ml, bless
ed us with a beaut if:.i l program in song. 
(Annette Schroeder, reporter.) 

GEORGE, IA. A baptismal service was held 
Sunday evening, August 3, at F irst Baptist 
Church. Six persons were bapt ized that 
evening by the Rev. Helmut Strauss. 
Following the baptismal service, Rev. 
Strauss welcomed those bapt ized into t he 
membership of the church. 

A grocery shower for Dave Glover was 
held in conjunct ion with the fourth 0 f July 
picnic at the church. Dave is the new 
youth pastor and adu lt choir d irector at 
First Bapt ist. (Mrs. Haro ld Scheiderman, 
reporter.) 

PARMA, OH. Sunday, September 7, was 
Karin Haas's last Sunday at Redeemer 
Baptist Church before her departure for 
Cameroon as a short-term missionary. In 
the morning service she read Scripture, 
after which she was presented with a 
Friendship Quilt (pict ured). The qui lt , 
made by Mrs. Marcia Berger, was made 
from squares that had been embroidery
autographed by many different families 
and ind ividuals. 
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Following t he evening service. there 
was a time of fel lowship in Kar in' s honor. 
The Rev. Elmer Strauss is pastor. (Mrs. 
Ruth Strauss, reporter.) 

KELOWNA, BC. An evangelist ic c rusade 
wi th the Rev. Theron Spurr resulted in 
·numerous dec isions and recommitments 
to Christ at Trinity Baptist Church. 

DECEMBER 1980 27 



our conference in action 
We experienced the joy of sending out 

two missionaries: Miss Trudy Spletzer, 
teaching at Hillcrest School, Jos, Nigeria, 

11nd Dan Major, serving with Operation 
r;1obilization in Europe. 

The church bade farewell to the assis
tant pastor, ~onald Habermas, . and his 
family who will be furthering their educa
tion as well as serving in a church in the 
Chicago, IL, area. 

we are pleased to report that the Rev. 

11nd Mrs. Reinhold Neuman jo~ned our 

5taft as assistant pastor and wife. Miss 
pixie Potratz will .become the Dire~tor of 
Ch ri stian Education. The Rev. Richard 
f-lohensee is pastor. (E. Hoffman, 
reporter.) 

fiAPID CITY, SD. On Sunday, Aug. 31 , 

1980, the South Canyon Baptist Chu rch 
.,..,elcomed the new assistant pastor and 
tiiS wife, the Rev. and Mrs. Walter Hoff
(11an. 

That day, Lucille Wipf told about her 
.,..,ork in Japa~, also. A picnic followed the 

5
ervice at which time the people became 

petter acquainted with Lucille and the 
i-toffmans. 

On September 3, a "coffee" was held for 

111e Hoffmans, at which time they were 
presented with the items given for their 
1<itchen. The Rev. Elmo Tahran is Pastor. 
(Mrs. Maxine Bettenhausen, reporter.) 

f11DGEWOOD, NY. In August, the Rev. Ed
>/lard A. Bacon became pastor of 
f!idgewood Baptist Church. 

On September 21, a formal installation 
ervice was held for Rev. Bacon and his 

~ife Bonnie at an afternoon service. The 
oderator and the pulpit comm ittee 

~tiairlady gave charges to the minister, 

8
rid Rev. Bacon made responses to each. 

111e superintendent of the Sunday School 
g11ve a charge to the congregat ion as did 
tl'le chairman of the diaconate, who also 
g11ve a charge to the pastor, who respond
ed· The prayer of dedication was given by 
tl'le moderator. 

Several pastors of our Atlant ic Associa
tion churches as well as local pasto~s of 
v!Jrious denominations brought greetings. 

• 1n • memoriam 
H!SNRY WILLIAM BERTULEIT, 92, was 
born in Minneapolis, MN, Aug. 9, 1888, to 
Michael and Anna Bertuleit, and died in 
p0 rt land, OR, Aug. 29, 1980. In 1902 he 
carne to Portland wi th his parents and 
fami ly. He accepted Christ as his personal 
savior and was baptized Feb. 26, 1905. On 
June 10, 1920, he married Elsa M. Ritter 
Ttiree children were born to them: E leano~ 
Grae~, Paul Stanley and Daniel. Henry was 
a faithful member of Trinity Baptist 
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The pastors and laymen who had served 
the church during the time there was no 
pastor also participated in the service. 

Following the formal service, the 
~ellowship was enjoyed around the tables 
In the Fellowship Hall. (Marion von Ahnen 
reporter.) ' 

BENTON HARBOR, Ml. On September 7 
the Rev. Ja~~s Calkins, assistant pasto; 
and youth minister, served his last Sunday 
with Napier Parkview Baptist Church, to 
t~e great r~gret ot. the entire congrega
tion .. He delivered his final sermon Sunday 
evening, .after which there was a farewell 
fellowship. . He and his family were 
presented with a love offering. The youth 
o~ the church previously honored him at a 
?inner and presented him with a love offer
ing. 

Pastor ~alkins and family are located in 
Cedar Springs •. MI, where, with nine other 
couples they wi ll be starting a new church 
to re~ch " unreach~bles." He wil l also be 
working fu ll-time with a printing compan 
The Rev. Herman Etta is pastor. (Do/" 
Badgley, reporter.) is 

TROCHU, AB. The ladies of Trochu Baptist 
Church presented the annual " Fl 
sunda " ower . " Y program recently, the theme be-
ing . Fruits of the Spirit." The program 
consisted of readings poems . 

b • , musical 
num ers and a short devotional F II 
ing the · o ow-. program, everyone enjoyed cott 
and a time ot fellowship. ee 

In the fall, the boys' and girls' 1 b 
began meet!ng again on a weekly ~a~i s 
Our pray~r 1s that we may have a gre:i 
outreach into the community through the 
c lubs. The Rev. Leonard Pye is pa t 
(Phyl Henkel, reporter.) s or. 

BEATRIC.E, NE. The Nebraska Ba list 
Fellowship met September 5 d ~ 
West~ide Baptist Church. Gues~~peak at 
for this event was Prof J Gord H .er 
N A B S . · · on arns 

· . . eminary, Sioux Falls SD Th • 
Milton Zeeb, South Central A'rea ~ecr~~ev. 
was also present. ary, 

The theme for the meeting was "Th B. 
ble, . God's Holy Word," (I I Tim. 3:1;1 i
Top1cs developed and presented by PrJ: 

Church throughout his entire life s . 
as a Sunday school teacher , erv ing 
Church Board member choir m~ trustee, 
director. He also served on th ~ber and 
~ i rec tors of the Baptist Manore S oa~d of 
include his widow, Elsa; three c~~~~~~~ 
Mrs. John Baird, Castro Valley CA' P . 
Fondulac, WI, and Daniel T: • aul, 
Se . • 1gard OR· 

ven grandchildren and a . 1 ' • 
E • s is er Mrs 

mma Schade. A brother Walter Be;t . . 
preceded him in death i'n 1965 D ule1t, 
Wobig and Pastor E. B. Wesner. ot!i·c~a~:~ 
at the memorial service. 

EMMA BRETSCHEIDER was born J I 
1887, in Rochester, NY. She was thu Y '.8· 
of the late Dr. A lbert Bretschn~i~~~ 
former President and Dean of th N • 
A · B · e orth merican apt1st Seminary S . . 
I d h · urv1vors in-

c u e er daughters: Mrs A E K 
wischer (Ruth), Houston TX ·and. Gann-
s t h . • • race re sc ne1der Rochester NY· 0 • • • ne grand-

Harris were "The Bible as God's Gift," 
"The Bible as the Power of God "and " The 
Living Truth of God." " The' Text and 
Translations of the Scriptures" was 
presented by the Rev. Ken Mercer, pastor, 
Westside Baptist Church. All messages 
were followed by discussion periods led 
by selected leaders. 

Participating ch urches presented 
special music. The Mission Society of the 
host church served the meals. A mission 
offering was taken at the final session. 
(Ruth Etta, reporter.) 

CAMROSE, AB. Eight new members were 
extended the right hand of fellowship and 
became wi ll ing workers in Century 
Meadows Baptist Church. 

The Church was honored to hold the or
dination service for the pastor, Larry 
Froese, on September 14. 

The Rev. Ron Berg , Edmonton , AB, was 
chai rman for the special afternoon pro
gram. Dr. Joe Sonnenberg, Edmonton, AB, 
preached the ordination sermon. The Rev. 
Harvey Wilkie gave the charge to the can
didate, and the Rev. Isador Faszer gave 
the charge to the church. Following the 
service, members and friends were served 
a buffet supper by the ladies of the chur
ch. (Winona Roth, reporter.) 

HILLSBORO, OR. More than 70 people 
~ather Wednesday evenings at Faith Bap
tist Church of Hillsboro to study God's 
Word. A new program, developed by 
Church Bible Studies of Walnut Creek, CA, 
is being used. A directive study of the 
book of Nehemiah involves fifty adults 
and young people. Us ing study notes, 
discussion groups, and a teaching time, 
as well as a time of prayer, the Church is 
learning the history of the period, impor
tant charac tertistics of th e man 
Nehemiah, and the faithfulness of God to 
his people. 

~hild care is provided for pre-school 
children, and a children's program is used 
for elementary school children. The peo
ple of Fai th Baptis t are excited about stu
dying God's Word. The Rev. Jim Green is 
pastor. 

daughter, Lois R. Kannwischer, Hous ton; 
t":'o grandsons: Dr. Stephen A. Kann
w1scher, Sacramento, and Dr. L. Richard 
Kannwischer, Waco, and four great
grandchi ldren. Services were conduc ted 
by the Rev. Herbert Berndt, pastor, Latta 
Road Baptist Church, Rochester, NY, and 
C.haplain Raymond Probst o f St. John Nur
sing Home. 

JOHANNA RISKE nee Bartsch was born 
in Grunde, Lublin, 

1

on July 6, 1881 , and died 
Aug. 23, 1980. She accepted Jesus as her 
personal Savior and fo llowed him in bap
tism at an early age. She remained faithfu l 
unti l her death. After she married Rudol f 
~iske in 1911 , they left Grunde and settled 
in East Prussia, Germany. In May 1928 the 
family immigrated to Canada to the 
Trochu area where they became members 
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What's Happening 
l!l A Conference on Church Extension 
sponsored by the North American Bap
ti st Fellowship is being planned for Oc
tober 26-29, 1981, at the North 
American Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD . Participants in the 1980 church ex
tension conference chose the Rev. John 
Zeigler, secretary for church extension, 
N.A.B. Conference, as chairman of the 
planning committee and chairman of the 
next scheduled meeting. 

It is hoped that all Baptist groups 
who are members of the North 
American Baptist Fellowship will par
ticipate as well as all persons actively 
engaged in church ex tension for the 
N.A.B. Conference. 

• Rev. Anthony Guenther, pastor o f 
Brook Park Baptist Church, Brooklyn 
Center, MN, since 1973, became pastor 
of First Bapt ist Church, Corona, SD, in 
November 1980. 

• Rev. G. Donald Ganstrom, pastor of 
Century Baptist Church, Bismarck, ND, 
since 1977, res igned effective Nov. 30, 
1980. He has accepted the pastorate of a 
new N .A.B. church extension project in 
Vancouver , WA, Dec. I, 1980. 

• Mr. John Nicholson, youth pastor 
and Ch ristian education direc tor , T emple 
Baptist Church, Calgary, AB, has resign
ed effect ive Sept. 1, 1980, to continue 
theologica l studies. 

• Rev. Willis Carrico became the pastor 
o f the H art H ighway area chu rch ex ten
sion project , Pri nce George, BC, on Oct. 
I , 1980. He previously served Thun?er 
bird Baptist Ch urch, Phoenix, AZ, since 

1979 . 

• Rev. Allen Herron became the pastor 
of Forest C it y Baptist Church, London, 
ON, during the summer of 1980. 

111 Rev. David Hornak res igned as pastor 
of Vi ctor Bapt ist Church, I A, effect ive 
Oct. 31, 1980. H e now pastors a Bible 
chu rch in Elgin, I A . 

• First Baptist Church of Streeter , ND, 
officially disbanded on Sept. 21 , 1980. 

• Rev. Harry Johnson, pastor o f First 
Baptist Church, Corona, SD, since 1973, 
has resigned . He is awaiting the L ord 's 
guidance in regard 10 futu re m inistry. 

• Brandon Valley Baptist Church. 
Brandon, SD, was admi11ed as a member 
of the South Dakota Association and the 
North American Baptist Conference dur-

ing the sessions of the South Dakota 
Association Sept. 25-28. Rev. Merv 
Kramer is pastor. 

• The Rev. Larry Froese was ordained 
by the Century Meadows Baptist Church, 
Camrose, AB, on September 14. Froese is 
the pastor of that church. 

• Rev. David Berg became associate 
pastor of Lakeview H eights Baptist Chur
ch, Kelowna, BC, on Sept. 15, 1980. He 
previously served a Baptist General Con
ference church in Langley, BC. 

• A daughter, Kelly Ann, was born to 

Mr. and Mrs . Jim Frey on Oct. 9, 1980. 
Frey is associate secretary for estate plan
ning at N.A.B International Office. They 
have one other daughter , Kristin. 

• Rev. Ronald Parrou, pastor of Zion 
Baptist Church, Drumheller, AB, resign
ed effective Oct. 31, 1980. He now 
pas tors a non-N.A.B. church near Red 
Deer, AB. 

• Mr. David E. Dryer is the new pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, Kenosha, 
WI, as of Sept. 7, 1980. 

• The Rev. A lvin Auch is the new pastor 
o f Tyndall Baptist Church and Danzig 
Baptist Church, Avon , SD. 

• Victoria A venue Baptist Church, 
Chilliwack , BC, purchased another 
church building and changed its name 
and address 10 Evergreen Baptist Church, 
428 Wellington A ve., effective Oct. I, 
1980. Rev. Leonard Strelau is pastor. 

• Dr. W. H. Barsh resigned as pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Kyle, TX, ef
fecti ve Sept. I, 1980, 10 retire. He has 
been active in the Christian ministry for 
52 years. 

• Mr. Dave Glover, Omaha, NE, 
assumed the posi tion of youth pastor and 
adul t choir director at Fi rst Bapt ist Chur
ch, George, I A, on June 8, 1980. 

• Mr. Carl F. Brenner was ordained by 
First Baptist Church, Elk Grove, CA. 

• Rev. Donald Harder began his 
pastorate at Nokomis Baptist and 
Raymore Baptist Churches, SK, effective 
A ug. 10, 1980. He has served as youth 
pastor at Capilano Baptist Church, Ed
monton, AB, since 1978. 

• Rev. Richard La wrenz, pastor of First 
Baptist C hurch , Plev na, MT, since 1970, 

resigned and became pastor at Mountain 
View Baptist Church, Spearfish, SD, the 
end of October 1980. 

• Rev. Bernd Rist became the associate 
pastor of German Z ion Baptist Church, 
Edmonton, AB, on Sept. 14, I980. He 
was a 1980 graduate of North American 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls , SD. 

• Rev. Lyle Spicer is the new pastor at 
Napoleon, ND. He had served First Bap
tist Church, Medina, ND, since 1978. 

• Rev. Uve Knaak is the new pastor at 
Whitemouth Baptist Church, MB. 

• Mr. Dale Fuchs was ordained by 
Calvary Baptist Church, Billings, MT, on 
Sept. 6, 1980. He is associate pastor at 
Ridgemont Baptist Church, East Detroi t , 
Ml. 

• Rev. Carl Weisser is the pastor of 
visi tation at First Baptist Church, Arn
prior, ON. 

• Dr. Daniel N. Leininger, ass istant 
professor of Pastoral Care and 
Counseling at N.A.B. Seminary, has 
received the U.S. Army Commendation 
Medal for ministry completed as a 
Reserve Chaplain with the 5010th U.S. 
Army Hospital in Louisville, KY. Since 
joining the faculty of the seminary, Dr. 
Leininger has also become the chaplain 
for the I 14th Tactical Fighter Group of 
the South Dakota A ir National Guard 
in Sioux Falls, SD. 

• Dr. John Binder, executi ve secretary, 
N .A. B. Conference, was elected second 
v ice chairman of the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs. 

• Mr. Paul Eklund, Seattle, WA, 
began his ministry as m inister of family 
li fe, Oct. I , 1980, at Calvary Baptist 
Church, Tacoma, WA. Eklund is a 1980 
graduate o f Western Conservative Bap
tist Seminary . 

• Mr. James Levereue accepted the 
call to a staff posi tion at Brentview 
Baptist Church , Calgary, AB, effective 
Jan. I, 1981. Leverette is a December 
1980 graduate of North American Bap
tist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

• Rev. Robert Hoffman accepted the 
pastorate of Emmanuel Baptist C hurch 
Valleyview, AB, effective Nov . is: 
1980. Hoffman served as pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Regina SK 
since 1975 . ' ' 

• Barbara Binder (Mrs.) has assumed 
the posi tion of i nterim editor of Baptist 

( Continued on page 31 ) 
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Editorial Viewpoint 
For Whom Did 

God Send 
His Son? 

The children's choir, which I direct at our 
church, loves to sing, " God sent his Son to be 
our Savior, He is the Way; He is the Truth ; He 
is the Life." As we are in the Christmas season, 
the words have added impact. 

For whom did God send his Son? Did God 
send his Son for the woman whose husband 
walked out on her leaving her with five children 
and the bills? Some would say, "Get your mar
riage straightened out, then you can become a 
part of the family of God." Did Jesus come for 
the divorced black man who married a di vorc
ed white woman? Did God send his Son for the 
ch ild who causes so much trouble in the 
neighborhood? Some would say, "Keep away 
from him ." For the gi rl with the illegitimate 
baby? "Don't be seen with her. " For the man 
or woman in jail? "Can't trust him/her , even 
if .. . '' For the person with a different color 
skin? Did God send his Son for the poor, the 
alcoholic, the drug addict, or the refugee? 

Jesus Christ did not condone divo rce . He did 
not condone ext ramarital affairs or pre-marital 
sex. He did not condone ruining our bodies and 
minds with alcohol or drugs . He did not con
done crime-but he also did not condone 

Charles Littman 
Appointed 

Area Secretary 
The Rev . Charles 

Littm a n , formerly 
pastor of First Bap
tist C hurch, St. Jos
seph, MI, was recent
ly a ppointed to the 
pos1t1on of North 
Central Area secre
tary. Th is a ppo int 
men t, made by the N .A.B. General Coun
cil upon recommenda tio n of the Nor th 
Centra l Area Secre tary Search Commit
tee, took effect Nov . I, 1980. 

Littman who comes to the a rea 
secretary positio n wit h 23 years o f 
pastora l experience, succeeds the Rev. 
Ronald Mayforth who is now on the 
facu lty of N.A .B . C o llege, Edm onton . 

Littman was born and rai sed in 
Wetaskiwin, A lberta . He received his 
education for the min is try at S ioux Falls 
College, SD, a nd the North American 
Baptis t Semina ry, Sioux Fall s. Follow
ing his graduation from Sem inary, he 
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hatred or prejudice for someone different than 
I. 

Granted , many of our churches as well as in
dividuals, have dealt with these problems and 
have seen Christ miraculously change lives . 
They have walked with and helped people in 
their personal struggles. 

Recent ly in a conversatio n with one of our 
pastors, he said , "You know, for the first time, 
people from our community are viewing our 
church as a place where their needs can be met. 
They've come to me for counseling, and they 
want to become a part of the church. I can lead 
them to Christ, but I am worried about 
whether .or not my congregation is going to ac
cept these people with questionable pasts and 
allow them to join our church. How can I 
prepare my congregation to receive these peo
ple as part of the family of God?" 

Last Christmas at the beginning of a 
Christmas program in one of our churches, a 
bedraggled, poorly dressed man, who had seen 
the lights of the chu rch as he came up the road, 
entered the church - alone. With no help from 
an usher, he tried to find a seat in the congrega
tion - no one moved. Some men were even 
ready to escort him from the church. Finally, a 
little boy sa id to his dad, "Daddy, isn 't 
anybody going to move over and let him sit 
down?" And no one did. He finally found a 
seat up front in the corner. Afterward, only the 
children were concerned whether or not the 
man had a place to stay or if he would continue 
on along the road in the night. 

became pastor of the Strassburg Bapti st 
C hurch, Marion, KS, which he served 
from 1957-63. This church a lso o rda ined 
him on Oct. 11, 1957. Following th is 
pastora te he served as pasto r of the 
McKernan Baptist C hurch, Edmonton, 
A B, 1963-69, a nd the Firs t Baptis t 
C hurch, St. J oseph, Ml, 1969-80. 

Littman and hi s wife, the former 
A ud rey Stroschein, now reside in 
Bis marc k, ND, where hi s office is 
located. Their only ch ild , a son , A lan 
was kill ed in 1978. 

Draewell Resigns 
as Seminary 

President 
Dr. Dav id J . Drae

well , president o f 
North American Bap-
tis t Seminary, Sio ux 
Falls, SD, announced 
his resignation to the 
Board of Trustees at its 
annua l meeting in " 
Sioux Falls, October 
9- 10, 1980. T he resignat ion ta kes e ffect 

The church, of which I am a mem ber, about 
five years ago discussed the possibilit y of 
ministering 10 a changing neighborhood. le 
wasn't easy for some to begin to move from 
prejud ice to love. Jc took several years of 
prayer and discussion. We had a choice - be a 
li ve church or die! T hrough God's leading, we 
chose to live . Now the church is reaching per
sons in the surrounding community for Christ. 
It is a process, not a fi nished product, as in any 
church . We ha ve an integrated church, and we 
don't see color - we feel a love - a family feeling 
for each other. Last Wednesday evening, some 
of our black brothers were elected to leadershi p 
positions in our chu rch . An o lder black lady 
said ac prayer meeting the other night, " I thank 
you so much for how you all loved me when I 
came forward to join the church last Sunday." 

Because he so loved the world , God sent his 
Son "that the world through hi m might be sav
ed ... whoever believes ." Whom did God want 
to gather unto himself? Did God send his Son 
for only those fortu nate to be brought up in a 
Christian home - who never strayed or never 
got into trouble? Or did he send his Son also 
for those who really need him? Do we really 
believe that Christ is able to give " new li fe" -
to change lives? 

J esus said: "It is not those who are healthy 
who need a physician , but those who are ill. 
But go and learn what this means, I desire com
passion , and not sacrifice, for I did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners" (Matt. 9: 12-13). 

In all the joy, the bustle, the gift-giving, the 
beauty of this Christmas season, how about be
ing instrumental in bringing someo ne who real
ly needs Christ to the place where he can 
receive the best , the most lasting Christmas gift 
of all? Salvation through Jesus Christ! 

-BJB 

Aug ust 30, 198 1. Draewell has served as 
the president of the Semi nary s ince 1970. 

During Draewcll ' s term as presiden t , 
the s tudent body grew from 69 in 1970-7 1 
to 223 s tudents in 1980. T he fo llowing 
degree prog rams were es tablished : M.A. 
in counseling , M.A. in re lig ious st udies, 
and the doctor of minist ry . Specia l em
phasis o n fa m ily a nd adult ministries as 
well as con ti nued educa tio n fo r J apanese 
pastors were a lso initiated. 

One of his many achieveme n ts as Pres i
dent was the format ion of the President's 
Council-people vitally interes ted in t he 
minis try of the Sem ina ry . 

Three 18 to 20 unit a partment bu ild ings 
were constructed for m arried st uden ts 
a nd a n administra tion bu ild ing was a lso 
acq uired under Draewe ll 's leadership. 

H is future plans have not been de ter 
m ined. 

Kerstans 
Honored at 

Dinner 
A recogni tion and farewell dinner was 

given in honor of Dr. and Mrs . R einho ld 

Ke rs tan and thei r family, Sept. 29, 1980, 
at the Sheraton Hotel in Oak Brook, IL. 
The event was a ttended by members of 
the Oakbrook Terrace International O f
fice s taff, pastors a nd wives and friends 
from' the Chicago area and southwest 
Michigan. Dr. Kers tan served for twelve 
and o ne-ha lf years in the Conference of
fice beginning first o f all a s editor o f Ger
man publicat ions and then la ter becoming 
editor of the BAPTIST HERALD and 
associate secretary fo r communications. 

W o rds o f a ppreciation were expressed 
to Dr. Kerstan for his warm and fr iendly 
spirit. It was no ted by those who shared 
in the event tha t th roughout the N.A.B . 
Con ference, Dr. Kerstan has been warmly 

Book 
Reviews 
by B.C. Schreiber 

GOD'S JOY IN MY HEART by Ruth 
Youngdahl Nelson wi th Karen Matison 
H ess . Augsburg Publishing H ouse, Mi n
neapolis , MN. $7.95. 

So many books are written about mar
riage a nd family problems that it is a 
b lessing to p ick up this volume, si t back, 
relax, and enjoy the s to ry of a family that 
had it a ll together. A lthough it was 
"sweeter a s the yea rs go by" for Clarence 

IN MEMORIAM 
(Continued from page 28) 

of Trochu Baptist Church. Her husba nd 
p receded her in death in 1953, after wh ich 
she moved to Calgary and joined Grace 
Bapt ist. Survivors incl ude two sons: 
Walter and Herbert of Calgary; one 
daughter, Mrs. John (Wally) Hall er, Trochu, 
AB ; five grandchildren ; five great
g randchi ldren, and two sisters: Olga 
Schad and Alwiene Bartsch. The Rev. W. 
Kerber a nd Rev. Kanwischer of fic iated at 
the funeral service 

FRIEDA SCHROEDER, 47, nee DeVries, 
was born De c . 15, 1932, in Ochre River, 
MB, and d ied Aug. 31, 1980. On Oct. 14, 
1955, s he married Herman Schroeder. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING 
(Continued from page 29) 

Herald, "N.A.B . News" and other 
publications un til a successor to Dr. 
Reinhold Kersta n is appointed . 

l/se Mollenhauer (Mrs.) is the in terim 
assis tant editor of Der Sendbote, Ger
man insert in Baptist Herald. 

received and appreciated by all kinds of 
people, children through adults. Some of 
the quali ties that Kerstan possesses and 
that were noted on this evening are his 
love and concern for his own family, the 
commi tment and dedication to his local 
church, his apprecia tion for pastors, his 
creativity, his many and varied talents, 
and his love for life. 

Kerstan has t raveled throughout the 
world and is able to speak several 
languages. Dr. Kerstan is well q ualified 
for his cu rrent position, which he assum
ed October 1, as associate secretary for 
communications fo r the Baptist World 
Alliance. Our thanks and appreciation is 
expressed to Rein for his many years of 
service. Our prayers go with him fo r his 

and Ruth Youngdahl , it was far from 
problem-free. Some tragedies and near
tra gedies would have been insurmoun
table to the average fam ily, but the 
Youngdahls were an unusual family, far 
above average. 

The young Lutheran pastor and his 
wife began their minist ry in St. Paul, 
MN, the n Dulu th, and Washington, DC. 
Not conten t to minister in the States they 
applied fo r overseas service and landed in 
Saudi Ara bia. Some of their ch ild ren 
were already missiona ries in Indonesia, 
Africa, and the Orient. 

The brother of Ru th is none other than 
the form er governor of Minnesota and 
District J udge, while another, Reuben, 
became the pastor of the largest Lutheran 
church in America. 

They were blessed with eight c h ildre n, of 
whom two preceded her in death. At 11 
years, she accepted Jesus Christ as he r 
persona l Savior a nd was a very fa ithfu l 
church member and servant of Christ. Sur· 
vivors include her beloved husband, Her· 
ma n; her child re n: Kenneth , Eldon, Garry, 
Lo is , Sharon and J ohny; her parents, Fred 
a nd Johanna DeVries, and one b rother, 
Bernard, and other relat ives. The Rev. 
Helmut Pos chwatta off iciated at the 
funeral serv ice. 

THE IMMANUEL BAPTIST 
C H URCH 

of Vancouver, BC 
will celebrate its 

25th Church Anniversary 
on February 19-22, 1981 

All former members and friends 
are cordially invited to attend this 

j oyous occasion. 

For more information and 
registration write to: 

Immanuel Baptist Church 
109 E . 40th A ve., Vancouver, BC, 

Canada V SW I L6 

success in his new m1ntstry. He has left 
the International Office staff, but he will 
continue to be a part of the North Ameri
can Baptist Conference as he represen ts 
the Baptist World A lliance of which we 
a re a part. 

At this dinner, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Frey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Salzman, and the Rev. 
and Mrs. H arold Lang and their famil ies 
were welcomed to the N.A.B . Interna
tional Office. Frey is associate secretary 
for estate planning, Stewardship and 
Communictions Departmen t ; Salzman is 
the associate secretary for business ser
vices, Missions Department, and Lang is 
associate secretary for personnel and pro
motion, Missions Department. 

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF C. S. LEWIS 
by Thomas H oward . Harold Shaw 
P ublishers, Wheaton, IL. $5 .95. 

In o rder to get the full benefit of The 
Achievement of C. S. Lewis, it is 
necessary to claim the achievement of 
reading all of his fiction : Chronicles of 
Narnia , Out of the Silent Planet, Till We 
Ha ve Faces, et al. 

Lewis's fiction is similar to Lewis Car
roll 's Alice In Wonderland; it is written 
for child ren but it takes an adult to 
discover its meaning. But to explain the 
meaning to child ren would be boring. 
They enjoy it just the way it is. 

If any more books about Lewis's fic 
tion are written , someone may get the 
idea of writing a commentary. God for
b id! 

P rofessor H oward ' s presentation 
should be definitive. He reveals Lewis's 
theme: that nothing is more important 
than living in the true world . This theme 
is revealed further in his emphasis o n 
human freedom, choice, obedience, 
goodness, the will of God . 

An excellent volume for the Lewis 
buff. 

The Board of Trustees 
of the 

T he North American Baptist 
College/ Divinity School 

Edmonton, Alberta 
is seeking a 
President 

The Presidential Search Committee invites 
letters of nomination, application, or 
other wril!en submissions as soon as 

possible in order to assist them in their 
deliberations. 

Address all correspondence to: 
The Presidential Search Committee 
North American Baptist College/ 
Divinity School 
11525-23 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB, Canada 
T6J 4T3 
Phone: (403) 437-1960 
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