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The person w ho wrote th is lette r is 
correct. Laura Reddig does no t get 
the offering w hi ch bears her name. 
The Laura Reddig Easter M iss ion Of­
fering is the name of the annua l 
Easter offering w hich goes fo r the 
M iss ion and Ministry Budget. The 
goa l of $300,000 w ill he lp support 
more than 100 mi ss ionari es serv ing 
in five countries . 

IN CAMERO ON 
$ 1.000 Rad · 

Here are 
East s~rnp/es of what the Laura Reddig 

er M 15sion Offering will help provide: 

2.0oo Sc io Work 
2 600 hol a rships 

3' 900 Tyheo lo gicaJ Edu ca t · 
' o uth 1o n b y E 

9 000 A a nd wome n 's k xte ns io n 
· cco · w or 

13 000 . u ting departm 
16.000 TTra1 n ing assistance ~nt ? n _the f ie ld 

, awa rds . . m1ss1o na h ' 
19,000 Ma i m 1ss1on veh ic les ry c ildre n 
19 000 n te nance o f twelv . . 

. Coord ination a nd di e m 1ss1o n sta t io ns 
m ini str ies rect1on o f fie ld 

27.000 Evange lism by 
t m iss io na ries . 
een f ie ld s 1n a ll four-

40.000 Train ing c 
ameroo n pas to rs 

IN NIGERIA 
$ 3,000 

6,200 
7,000 
7,500 
8,000 

Eva nge lism in two fi e ld 
M . s 

a1 ntenance o f two m· . 
T . . . iss1o n stat io ns 

ra inin g for N igeri an pa sto rs 
Towa rd s miss ion veh ic les 

Coo rdi na t ion a nd d irection o f fie ld 
is tries mi n-

9,600 Tra ini ng ass istance - m iss iona ry c hi ld re n 

IN JAPAN 
$ 2,000 

2,500 
3,000 

Language study 

Chris tian educat io n a nd eva nge lis m 
Maintenance o f b uildin gs a nd equipme nt 

5,700 
6,400 

9,000 
12,000 
18,000 

30,000 

In sura nce and lega l expenses 
Pub lic transpo rta tion a nd co mmu n ic a­
t io ns 

Miss ion vehic les a nd trave l 

Tra ining ass is tance-mi ss io na ry c hildre n 
Re n t for mi ssiona ries a nd Ja pa n c hurc h 
work e rs 

Japan c h urch worke rs' sa la ri es 

IN BRAZIL 
$ 450 

800 
850 

2,000 
2,000 
3.000 
3,000 
6,000 

14,000 

La nguage study 
Tra ining o f pas tors 
Chu rc h supplies a nd e qui p me nt 
Com m uni c a tions 
Ma inte na nce of b ui ld in gs a nd e qu ipm e nt 
Nati o na l w o rke rs' sa la ry 
Tra ining ass is ta nce - m iss iona ry c hi ldre n 
Miss io na ry ho me re nta ls 
M iss io n ve h ic les a nd trave l 

IN COLORADO AND TEXAS 
$ 1 ,500 Ca mpin g progra m fo r De l Norte a nd 

Mo nte Vis ta 
2,150 Coo rd ina t io n a nd d irec tion o f m in istrie s 

in Rio G rand e a nd Ed in b urg 
3,000 Subsid y for Bap t ist He a lth Ce nte r, Monte 

Vista 
6,000 Travel expe nses o f m iss iona ries 
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Canada Says 
''Welcome'' 

In 18 
Languages 

In an hour-and-half, a driver can leave 
Canadian immigration a t Niagara 
Falls, drive a long the fruitbelt on the 
shoreline o f majestic Lake Ontario, 
cross Hamil ton Harbor at the Burling­
ton Skyway, and drive right up to 
Toronto 's famed CN Tower-the 
world 's highest free-standing building. 

That same CN Tower th rows its thin 
shadow over the site of the 1980 Con­
gress of the Baptist World Alliance. 
Here, more than 10,000 Baptists will 
converge by auto , camper , tra in , plane 
or boat , July 8- 13, 1980. They will 
pray, sing, listen, speak and share 
Christian experiences. 

Canadian Baptists are putting out 
the welcome mat . Moreover , it spells 
"welcome" in quite a few "tongues," 
for Baptist ministries in cosmopolitan 
Toronto are conducted in 18 lang­
uages . 

Baptists should start planning now 
to visit Toronto. Thousands of hotel 
rooms are reserved for would -be 
guests. Many will bring a tent and 
trailer and try some of the camp­
grounds. A few might take a tra in r id e 
for more than 4,000 miles across the 
count ry. Others might arrive as early 
as June 21 to travel far north to the 
land of the midnight sun , then move 
south to Toronto. 

Canadians are calling the 1980 Con­
gress "lnspirholiday" because it com­
bines the best of wuring in Canada 
with an experience of prayer, praise 
and spiritua l profit. 0 
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A rter a five year's absence ~ro~ West Africa, I have 
seen tremendous progress in N1gena and_ Came~oo~. The 

b l d · nts are seen on all sides. N1gena and 
ust e an 1mproveme f · · · 

C . h busy process o nation bu1ldmg. 
ameroon are m t e 

Within this context the Mambilla Ba ptist C onvention, the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention and th e missionari~s who 
work with them are stepping briskly ahead to build and 
broaden the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

Stepping Ahead in Nigeria and Ca~~=~~~ 
In Nigeria 

. Jos continues to offer a high 
The Hillcrest School !;dren of missionaries, but also is 

caliber _edu~ati?n for c~1 
non-mission ~hildren to offer a 

expandmg its mtake 0 nY international students-Ni­
Ch:istian _ educa~ion to rnManY of them coi:ie away from 
genan children mcludedd faith in Jesus Chnst as personal 
school with a new-foun 
Savior. ·ua Plateau at Mbu, the Mambilla 

H igh up on the Marn bl / is forging ahead with an in­
Baptist Theological Sch~~ildings and a record enrollment 
creased staff, many new 

Fred Folkerts addressing the Belo Field Bible 
Conference. 

of forty students. The total operating budget for th is pas­
tor 's training school is met by the local C hristia ns . Not in­
cluded in the local operating budget are the sala ries , hous­
ing and program costs for missionaries, which a re met by 
North American Baptists . Our Nigerian brethren need and 
ask for our continued help . 

Missionary nurse Miss Barbara Kieper plans to begin a n 
entirely new program o f preventive medicine a nd rural 
health clinics . This much needed service has been started to 
replace the hospital work at Warwar which we transferred 
to government administrat ion in 1976. A new home will be 
built soon for Miss Kieper at Mayo Daga, where 18 new 
churches have sprung up in the past several years . It is a 
new a rea for missionary effort. 

A new mission station also has been established this year 
at Mbamga. Mi ssionary Ed Hoepner now has completed 
construction of this station and will use it as a springboard 
for an aggressive program of Theological Educat ion by 
Extension. The 115 churches of the Convention desper­
ately need more trained pastors, and on-the-job train ing is 

The Rev. Fred Folkerts is general secretary of the N.A .B. 
Missions Department. 
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under way to upgrade the performance of yo.ung untrained 
pastors through supervision , study and practice . 

Missionary field secretary, the Rev. P eter Schroeder, 
shepherds the various programs through a maze of hard­
ships and frustrations , while treasurer Curtis Radke keeps 
a sharp eye on expenses. A bag of cement costs $ 16-$18 at 
Gembu. 

The Convention leaders enthusiastically are concentrat­
ing on church growth . Their goal for the next two years is 
"Each One Reach One." Also, they are making efforts to 
conserve small pastorless congregations . A recount of 
Christians this year indicates that many have become dis -

Student pastor' s wife and child at Mambilla Bap­
tis t Theological Schoo l, Mbu. 

couraged without a pastor and have left the church. Pray 
for these efforts in Nigeria . 

In Cameroon 

With amazingly good success, Baptist prim ary school 
administ rators have ta ken determined steps ahead to save 
their schools from a tremendous debt. Externa lly regulated 
school fees , a declining government subvention and many 
cha nges in school a nd fina ncial administ ration led Ba ptist 
primary schools over several years into a debt o f over 50 
million francs (approximately $240,000) . The picture has 
changed by disciplined collect ion of school fees, increased 
rat io o f students to teacher , a nd fru gal employment of 
teachers, so that the debt has been reduced to 16 million 
frances (approx imately $76,000). School bui ld ings had 
fa llen into disrepair , but effo rts on th e part o f communi ­
ties and parents have helped to keep the buildings useable. 
M uch still needs to be done to upgrade the furni ture and 
premises o f most of th e primary schools . 

. The post p rimary colleges are thri ving with conti nued 
high enroll_ment. Th_e new Schroeder Memoria l C hapel a t 
Ko1~ ~apt1s1 Technical College in Belo has enhanced th e 
fac1h t1es there and has strengthened the spiritua l life o f the 

co llege. This school has struggled through a shaky period 
of transition from teacher training to technical education. 
Much equipment and additional buildings still are needed 
to ensure the well-being of the program. The Boys Second­
ary School at Soppo is forging ahead with construction of 
a permanent science department. By careful management, 
the school built up a reserve to pay for the new construc­
tion. This school has good chances to become one of the 

furlough of Dr. Schmidt. Mbingo Hospital has established 
an effective health clinic at Bamenda where its services are 
greatly in demand. It is fully self-supporting , and Mbingo 
is considering establishment of other much needed clinics. 
Leprosy treatment and control are still a major concern at 
Mbingo, where a full genera l hospital is in operation along 
with farming and other self-help projects . 

Two years ago the Cameroon Baptist Theological Col­
lege al Ndu began a new course to 
upgrade the level of instruction at the 
school and to offer a higher certificate 
for five years of post primary educa­
tion. The new course is equivalent to a 
secondary school education. As the 
previous course phased out and the 
new course began the enrollment 
dropped, but it will increase again 
when all five years of the new course 
are in operation. This new course will 
make it possible for selected pastors to 
continue their education into university 

Mothers in waiting at prenatal clinic, Banso Bap· 
l ist Hospital. 

Dr. Dieter Lemke and young patient, child ren's and toward a master of divinity degree. 
ward, Banso Baptist Hospital. Over 300 on-the-job pastors have 

completed at least one course of Theo­
logical Education by Extension over 

Short-term missionary Teresa King and student 
at Saker Bapt ist School. 

Winning Choir at cho ir competi tion during Belo 
Bible Conference. 

Missionary Bert Mi lner and Sanso Field pastors. 

na tion's stra tegic co lleges in the South west Province capi­
tal. 

Saker Baptist College at Victoria and Joseph Merrick 
Baptist College at Ndu are flourishing with a high demand 
for entrance into these well-managed schools. JMBC has 
waited patiently for a student chapel , because school fund s 
have not been adequate to build it. 

P la ns have been in place for several years to extend the 
facilities a nd services of the d ispensar y-maternity at 
Mbem. The "Bread for the World " o rganization in Ger­
ma ny recently announced its grant o f fu nds for this pur­
pose . Nearly $ 120,000 will be spent to bring bet ter cura ti ve 
medicine and public health to the people of the Mbem 
a rea. Dispensary ma ternities a t Belo, Bangolan and Jiki­
jem have dem onstrated during the past five years tha t 
medical fac ilities m anaged and staffed by dedicated Cam ­
eroonia ns are very effective self-supporting agencies for 
healing a nd spread ing o f the Gospel o f C hrist. 

Sanso Baptist Hospital completed th e C ha ffee Memori­
al C hildren 's Ward and has it filled to overflowing this 
year. A volunteer dent ist set up a m odern denta l clinic a t 
the hospi ta l. And missio nary doctors Lemke a nd Schmidt 
have added a specia lt y in eye surgery to the many other 
cases they treat. Presently, Dr . Dieter Lemke alone car ries 
the whole stagger ing load of doctor services during the 

pas t fi ve years . Ma ny of these pastors are young a nd some 
have not completed primary school. T hese TEE courses 
a re offered to a llow them to complete 20 courses and re­
ceive a regular certificate equivalent to the previous three 
years o f tra ining a t the T heological Coll ege. 

Evangelism C rusades have been pla nned each year for 
the past th ree years for all of the seventeen fields in the 
Convention . Missionaries a nd local pastors have organized 
them, and hundreds of new converts have resul ted from 
the C rusades . Careful follow-up is being o rganized to add 
these new converts to local Ba ptist churches . 

Hurdles to Cross 

More than 50 percent of the population of Cameroon is 
under age 25. There is a tremendous cha llenge before us to 
reach these youth for Christ. They are eager to pursue 
goals, a nd we need to offer them worthy ones. Only a few 
of th e older generat ion · have higher training a nd fi ll posts 
of responsibilit y. There is an enormous ta sk ahead of us to 
help train another generat ion of youth for leadership in the 
church o f Jesus Christ. 

(Co111i11 11ed 011 pa~e 31 ! 

MARCH 1980 5 



Pray for Your Missionaries 
Have you ever prayed, "Lord bless the missio n a ries out 

in the foreign fields?" Did you ever receive an answer to 
your prayer? How would you know? 

I realize that it is hard to pray for a missionary who is 
10,000 miles away on another continent, especially whe n 
the last time you hea rd from him was six months ago. How 
can you pray for a cris is on the mission field, if it is already 
ancient history when you first hear about it? It is true that 
Jesus promised his followers that they would receive great 
things if they would ask . But how can you intercede specif­
ically for miss ionaries when you don ' t have the faintest 
idea what to ask for? 

You can pray effectively for us, who serve as your mis­
sionaries, even though you haven ' t had a last minute news 
update fro m the field . As a missiona ry, I highly valu e the 
daily prayer support of dedicated C hristians at home. 
Many of the s truggles we face a re spir itua l struggles. These 
struggles a re fu r ther aggravated by living in a dis tant land 
and a strange culture . We need your prayers daily, if we 
are to minister effectively . 

What a re some of the struggles we face overseas, and 
how can you pray for th em mo re effectively? We a ll need 
to be upheld in prayer in the struggle we face in loving 
o thers . The Scriptures command us to love one ano ther. 
Yet most of us would readi ly admit that we s truggle when 
it com es to p utting love into action. Most o f us find it h a rd 
to love people even within o ur own churc~. a.nd co~mu­
nity. We are impatient with people .an.d ~n.t 1c 1ze their ac­
tions without a second thought. It 1s mfmnely harder to 
love people on a nothe r continent , where attitudes and cus­
toms a re so different. 

When I first arrived in Cam eroon, I suddenly found m y­
self in a s itua tion that was totally different than anything I 
had ever experien ced. I fo und I co uldn 't eve n communi­
cate with people, much less get close to them. It took 
several months before I was able to understand a nd accept 
my Cameroonian b ro thers as real people, with whom I 
could really share and care. Even then it was easy to fa ll 
into the trap of not loving those with whom I was called to 
work. People didn 't always respond the way I expected. 
Often they regarded m y "perfectly normal actions" as 
strange. It was easy to find fau lt and harp o n the imagined 
failures of my co-workers rathe r than try to unders ta nd the 
struggles they faced . . . 

Love for your missio na ries is n ot auto m a tic . Pray daily 
that o ur love will a bo und and tha t we will be able to com­
municate that love e ffect ively to o ur brothers on th e mis­
sion fie ld . 

We a lso need your prayers fo r spi ritua l wisdom and d is ­
cernm ent. Most problems that our churches face here in 

The Rev. Larry Scheffler is missionary to Cameroon, pres­
ently on fu rlough. Larry is assiting in the Missions De­
partment at the N.A.B. International Office. 
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by Larry Scheffler 

North America are a lso present o n t h e mi ssion field. In a.d ­
dition, many thorny problems a rise as a result of the dif­
ferent cultural sett ing. We missiona ries sometimes have 
difficulties understanding the problems our national. c~­
workers face . As a result we are tempted to offer simphst1c 
solutions to what are very complex problems . Issues ~uch 
as sorcery and polygamy seem remote to Ame nca.n 
churches, but they a re real issues on the missio n field. It IS 

not enough to quote a few verses from the Bible and expect 
the problems to go away . If we missionaries are to offer 
spiritual leadership, we must endeavor to understand what 
our national co-workers are feeling. We m ust be careful 
not to substitu te a western bias for a biblical solu tion . Pray 
daily that your missionaries will have spiritua l discernme~t 
to d eal with spiri tual problems which are foreign to th eir 
background and training. 

Missionaries are a lways on display. It is difficult to live a 
transparent li fe and be the kind of Christlike example we 
sho uld be . Missionaries seldom unde rs tand all of the un­
derlying socia l implicat io ns of their actions . W e misinte r­
pret and we are misinterpre ted. What may appear to be 
good and ri.ght from our pe rspective, can turn out to be a 
curse when implemented in another society . 

Americans are by natu re very tim e conscious . We insist 
everything begin and end on time . W e get very rest less 
when a speaker goes to ten minutes overtime . Many 
~fr ican socie ties d o not place the same value on p unctual ­
ity. Thus for miss ionar ies to insist that church m eetings 
begin exact.l y a t the appointed hour, in a so ciety where the 
clock has little meaning, could actua lly dis tract from the 
gospel. We could easily give a national C hr is t ia n the im ­
pression that we worship time more than the Lord . .A. fte r 
a ll , punctua lity is not necessar ily a biblical virtue . God is 
not hemmed in by two h and s on the face of a clock. Amer­
ican missionaries m ust recognize th at they bear witness to 
Jesus C hri st and not a wes tern li fes tyle. 

Likewise missionaries need to be considera te of local 
cu sto ms. In some parts o f Cameroon it is considered an of­
fe nse to g ive or receive an o bject with the le ft hand. While 
na tio na l C hrist ia ns may be patient and sympathetic, re­
ceiving objects left-handed still go es d own as being about 
as unco uth as b lowing o ne 's nose at t he dinner table . 

Missionaries somet imes become weary of b eing on dis ­
play. It is a constant challenge to kn o w what is appropriate 
in an y given situation. Pray that your missionaries will be 
good examples as they represent Jesus C hrist in a fore ig n 
land . 

Above a ll, miss ionaries need patience. M ost of us go 
overseas full of ene rgy and ent husiasm. Unfortunatel y 
progress does no t al ways come as fast as we would like. We 
may lack t he personnel a nd resources to carry o ut ou r 
p la ns . We may become impa t ie nt with t hose who do not 
recogn iz~ the va lue of ou r proposa ls. We become frus ­
tra ted w1th d elays . It is easy to get disco uraged whe n land­
rovers break down, lett ers get d elayed, supplies are out o f 

can go forward. stock , an d fin ancial resources are short. T here is a te~­
dency to b lame o urselves when the response to the gospel is 
not all that we expected . . 

Pray that your m issionaries will .have the str~ngth to h~e 
with discouragement and the patience to wan for G.od s 
t ime, as they com m unicate the goo~ news of !esus Chnst. 

Most missionar ies I kn ow are highly motivated people. 
They have learned to adapt to the difficul t ies a nd frustr.a ­
t io ns that ar ise in trying to relate the gospel of Jesus Chnst 
to people of another culture . They really care about peo ­
ple . They glad ly m a ke sacrifices in o rder t hat God's work 

As missiona ries we are no t supermen , we are human be­
ings. T he problems and frustration s of th~ mission field 
can be very real , and life can be lonely at limes. You can 
fill some of these gaps in o ur lives with your prayer s . As 
you pray, pray for specific miss ionaries a.nd pray for spe­
cific needs in our lives . And pray consistently . We are 
coun ting on you to in tercede o n our behalf. Remember, 
when you forget to pray fo r your missionaries , you could 
be retarding the progress of the gospel and the growth of 
the church! 0 

l3ecause You Prayed 
Sitting a t the breakfast table with open 

Bible, empty coffee cup beside her, Ellen 
thinks, "Lord, how often we pray for the 
missionaries , but a re you really answering 
our prayers? Why don't we hear of these 
answers more often if you are?" 

We are probably typical of most mis­
sionaries, in that dail y we thank God for 
prayers on our behalf. Frequently, just 
the knowledge that we are being prayed 
for is a spot encouragement . 

Somehow it is comparatively easy to re ­
late to supporters how God is blessing in 
material or general ways, such as our re­
cent fe llowship-Sunday school addition, 
and how God has used this faci lity to pro­
mote a "family" fee ling . It becomes a 
more difficul t mat ter when wanting to tell 
of li ving people. 

Most missionaries have become some­
what wary of relat ing answered prayers in 
individual lives . Too often , after a public 
exposure, it is as if Satan suddenl y re­
focuses attention on them at their most 
vulnerable spots, and they fa ll back . But 
N .A.B . people do pray, and God does 
answer. Perhaps this then obligates the 
praying supporters to cont inue in prayer 
for growt h in people, who have been 
reported on . 

The past year evidenced some rea l an ­
swers to prayer in our work . As you read , 
will you commit yourselves to further 
prayer ? 

During special meetings wit h the God's 
Volunteers several years ago, a you ng 
couple accepted Christ . Their c:o~ver~1 on 
was an indirect result of our cl1111c m1111s­
t ry. They began following the Lord falter­
ingly. It seemed evident very soon, that 
the young fat her had quite a problem. He 
wou ld become easi ly o ffended , usually 
over very trivial matters, become angry 
and withdraw from fellowship for weeks 
o n end, refusing reconcil iation. We 

Luis Ahrens is the ll'(fe of Dr. Earl 
Ahrens. Buth are missionaries IU the 
Spanish -Americans in Monte Vista . CO. 

Lois Ahrens 

agonized through a number of s~ch epi­
sodes asking God to work forgiveness , 
love a'nd a hunger for the Word in him by 
the Holy Spirit. In the last year, we saw 
only one such outbreak, and then for a 
briefer period of time. 

Recen tly, in a morn ing worship service, 
this same man thrilled us all by telling 
how he has found joy in sharing Christ 
with his coworkers on his custodial job . 
God even led him to begin a prayer meet ­
ing with them at work . Just three weeks 
ago he brought one of these men with him 
to a special service. Two o f his chi ld ren 
are in our Bi ble club. Often, when the 
Bible lesson begins, one of them wi ll say , 
"Oh, I know that story-my dad read it 
to me from the Bible at home!" This is 
surely God at work. as "Dad " has always 
hated read ing, having had the bene fit o f 
less than a junior high school education . 
This whole fami ly has become more con­
si tent , with a beautiful love . They have 
even fo und joy in the grace of hospita lit y. 
We often asked you all to pray for con­
~istencc in our com·ert~ . Some of you 
prayed , and God answered. Thank him 
with us. 

by Lois Ahrens 
In November and December 1978, we 

visited a number of supporting churches 
in the midwest and California . During 
those visits we asked our supporters to 
pray with us for some lay help, a prayer 
burden we had had for a long time . 

In January 1979, we had a telephone 
call from a young man named Charl~s 
Stillings. He asked whether he and hts 
wife could come over and visit for a 
while. Even though we had other plans, 
we asked them to come right over. After 
five minutes of tri vial conversation they 
to ld us this amazing story . 

C harles had grown up in Alamosa, a 
town 17 miles away , where he attended. a 
chu rch which taught salvation but had lit ­
tle real Bi ble teaching. There he accep~ed 
Christ a t an early age. Later he studied 
agriculture in a state college a~d ~et 
various Christians who sparked his spir­
itual interest. Behind him , also, were 
praying parents with consis tent lives. 

Later he married Margaret, a sweet 
C hristian gi rl , who also had litt le expo­
sure to in-depth Bible teaching. They now 
have an adorable little three-year-old girl. 
This quiet young mother was later in an 
interdenom inational Bible study I be­
longed to , but we really didn't get well ac­
quainted . . , 

They farmed in Alamosa wnh Charles 
fa ther until about two years ago, when 
they moved to the grandparents ' f~rm 
just outside of Monte Vista . At that l!~1e 
they started attending a fine . Baptist 
church in our town, and loved ll . They 
were invited to become act ive leaders . but 
each time they thought they'd join and 
become active, they experienced a pecu­
liar bur real restraint. They began praying 
about it. Each time they prayed about it . 
our name came to mind . so they thought 
God must wan t them to come and sec us . 

Now here they were in our li \·ing room 

(Continued 011 next page) 
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asking, "Could it be that God wants us to 
join your mission fe llowship and help?" I 
was ready to jump at this offer, but my 
husband Earl cautioned, " Let's take it 
slowly. You come regularly for a month 
or so. You folks pray and seek God's will, 
and so will we. Then we will see how God 
leads." 

We were afraid of being hurt. There 
have been others who were going to help. 
Some did, beautifully. But eventua lly 
they had to go back "home" before any­
one was trained to replace them. Others 
could not take the ups and downs of this 
di fficult work or the depressing circum­
stances. Besides, what did we really know 
about this young couple? We had , how­
ever, felt a need for an integrated congre­
gation, where Spanish-American and 
"Anglo" Christians would meet without 
barrier and in love. 

Well , they did come! They fit in , and 
very soon a reciprocal love developed on 
the part of most. They loved the teaching 
in the Word and just glowed. After a 
month and a half they went forward one 
Sunday morning, gave their testimonies, 
and asked to join and become a work ing 
part of our fellowship. They were unani­
mously accepted. 

Since that time we have seen how they 
are indeed one of God 's "more than you 
can ask or think " answers to prayer: I) 

Charles began a long-needed, before-ser­
vice men's prayer time. 2) They help teach 
Sunday school. 3) Margaret has taken 
several under-achieving girls under her 
wing to train in home skills ; and we have 
watched these gi rls blossom. 4) They have 
opened their home to a ll with beautiful, 
warm hospitality. 5) They have exercised 
the gift of encouragement. 6) Charles has 
shared musically, using his beautiful 
voice to enhance the worship service. 7) 
Most importantly, they are a beautiful ex­
ample of Christian consistency. Charles 
was recently elected to be on the Board of 
the Wycliffe (Translators) Associates; so 
he needs to be away once quarterly, but 
even this has been beneficial to the local 
body. 

In answer to the same prayer for lay 
help, two of the ladies have volunteered 
to help with the Ch ildren 's Bible Club 
and are being blessed as they do so. One 
of them a lso plays the piano for the 
church services. 

On a different level, we have seen a 
refreshi ng answer to prayer. I recently 
felt led to begin a series of lessons for the 
ladies on Self-Image, a badly needed 
study. T00 many had experienced the 
" rejection syndrome" for years. Several 
ladies confessed to never having been 
cuddled or to ld verbally that they were 
loved as children. As you might expect, 
they in turn find touching, verbal expres-

How a Missionary 
Conference 

Has Benefited Me 
by Gerald Schee l 

Gerald Scheel 

sions of approval or love and asking for­
giveness very difficult. We had long 
prayed about how to help . This class has 
been a partia l answer . 

Very recently o ne young mother came 
to our house just to say , excitedly, " I 'm 
sending my children to school with a hug 
and an •I love you' every day now. At 
first they were so embarrassed, but now 
they even behave a little better!" For 
quite some time we had prayed for this 
troubled fam ily. There are still a lot of 
hurdles, but a partial answer is here, and 
we believe God has the rest waiting . 
Please help pray for complete harmony. 
(There are many families like this .) 

Another first occured this year, when 
one woman fina lly decided to " try it 
God's way," and asked for forgiveness of 
someone she had wronged. She has asked 
God's forgiveness two years ago, but 
went no further. She wondered why 
things went from bad to worse. We ad­
vised her to handle it the Scriptural way 
(Matt. 5:23, 24). She at fi rst said, " I'd be 
killed if I did that," but decided to obey 
in faith. Later, she phoned and said ex­
citedly , " I did it ! I did it God's way, and 
it reall y works!" 

This is the way we feel about prayer . It 
really works! Praise God, he really 
works, just as he promised ! Thank you 
for working with him . D 

I. CONFIRMING 
SPIRITUAL TRUTHS 

In Matt hew 6:21 it says, 
"For where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be 
also." We immediate ly 
th in k of money when we re­
fer to th is verse a nd this is 
good, because that is its 
prima ry meaning. H ow­
ever, there has been a more 
re levant blessing to me in 
this area, a nd this is in re ­
gard to t ime. Time is trea­
sure . In our fas t moving 

"The Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; a nd his 
truth endureth to a ll generations" (Ps. 100:5). The Lord is 
truly a great God . He continually provides his people with 
the strength , wisdom and encouragemen t need ed to d o the 
work to which he has called them. 

For the past two years I have had th e privilege of being 
involved as chairman of the Planning Commi ttee for the 
Northern A lberta Missionary Conference . This conference 
is held during the last week of October . There are twenty­
four North American Baptist Ch urches p lus the North 
American Baptist College involved . T his annual confer ­
ence has become one of the highl ights of the church year , 
as we see God's gracious hand moving in our midst . 

Being direc tly involved with the conference has provid ed 
me with numerous blessings. I count it a privi lege to be 
asked to share some of these with you. 

society it seems that we have little time to do the things that 
we rea lly want to d o , or feel com pelled to do. By invest ing 
time in the missionary conference, I have noticed that I am 
thinking a lo t more about missio ns . As a pastor, I am 
mu.ch more sensitive to people around me regarding God's 
cla im upon the ir lives ~or missions , especia lly you ng peo­
p le . I h a~e_a lso ~ound It personally easie r to give financi ­
a lly 10 r:i1ss1ons since I have heard of the needs . 

God 1s never any man's debtor . He constantly con f 

The Rev. Gerald Scheel is pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Edmonton, Alberta 
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the truths that appear in his Word, so that o ur fai th ~,~ s 
grow a nd that we are eq uip ped to do his task . y 

2. COOPE~A T!ON WI TH OTHER CHRISTIANS 
To coordinate a confe · h 

invo lved takes plan · brence w~t twent y-four churches 
ning , eca use ll has it s problems. How-

ever , the job is lighter because we are blessed in the Ed­
monton area with people who are wi lling to give of their 
time and talents to help with the missionary con ference . 

There is a good spirit and a sense of missio n that com ­
pels the vario us committees to complete their task so that 
the work of C hrist will go o n . In the Book of E zekiel God 
spoke a nd said, " I look for a man among them who would 
b u ild the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of 
the land" (Ezek. 22:30). God has looked and called many 
people to stand before him in the gap r egarding bringing 
the needs of missions to the people in our area. 

I have greatly appreciated getting to know the other 
members of the committee. Their special burden for mis­
sions has really encouraged me to reconsider my commit­
ment to missio ns. The fellowship at the commit tee meet ­
ings was very special, when we realized that God was using 
our h umble efforts fo r his glory, and that we wou ld reap 
eternal benefits. 

The sense of cooperation spills over into the churches as 
well. Each church is asked to give a certain amou nt to the 
operating expenses of the conference so that the to tal of­
fering can be sent to the current proj~ct. Each church has 
been willing to participate, and there has always been 
money le ft over from the operating expenses to help meet 
the project goal. 

3. MEETING THE MISSIONARIES 
Missionaries, I have found, are very specia l people. Yet 

they are just people . I have a fresh realizat ion that the mis­
sionaries a re brothers and sisters in Christ who have joys 
and sorrows, good days and bad days, great visions and 
disappointments. I found it so much easier to pray for our 
m issionaries since I have had the opportuni ty to hear of 
specific needs a nd meet them persona lly. 

The missionaries are very special people in that they 
have the a bility to share the work to which they have been 
called, t hereby giving people grea t blessings . The enthusi­
asm and the dedication are contagious. The positive atti­
tude wit h which they share the work is fantastic. I 've ob­
served that many of them reali ze that , for various reasons, 
the work of missions is being held back , whether throug h 
lack o f funds or personnel. Yet they have the ability to see 
that they are not responsible for what others do not do, but 

responsible to G od for what they do with their lives. I have 
found this attitude to be of great benefit to me , as I con­
sider my own personal commitment to the task of ministry 
to which I have been called. 

4. SEEING GOD MO VE 
The most rewarding aspect of the missionary conference 

for me was to see the hand of God move in so many ways . 
We praise God that he saw fit to keep the missionaries safe 
during thei r stay here, and he blessed them with good 
health and a great spirit. 

We praise God that we cou ld see his hand at wor k in the 
area of financial giving in 1979. October is a financially 
difficult month. We have Canadian Thanksgiving, and our 
churches su pport the missionary project a t that time . Two 
weeks later we had our own Missions Conference and we 
asked people to give liberally again . Our goal th is year ~as 
$ 18,000.00, which we as a committee felt was rather high, 
yet God compelled people of the Edmonton area to give 
m o re than $20, 750.00 toward the project. But for me per­
sonally , the most significant aspect was that this year's giv­
ing was up 40 percent over last year's . T his indicates that 
God's people a re willing to make sacrifices so that the 
work of missions goes forward, and that we can see people 
won for Jesus Christ. 

Financial giving is good, but when you see people, espe­
c ially young people , wi lling to give their lives to missions 
this is really excit ing . O ver the past two years thirty young 
people have indicated that they are open to missions if God 
would lead that way . There are several who are at this very 
moment responding to God's call and preparing for mis­
sionary service. We praise God because the excitement in 
the lives of these young people is contagious , for they 
know God is going to do great things through them as they 
give themselves to his work. 

Not only the young, b ut also the old are responding to 
God's call. An older brother in Christ indicated to me that 
because of the missionary conference he is devoting 30 
minutes a day to pray specifically for our mission work 
and the special needs of our missionaries . With this type of 
commitment we know that we have great years ahead be­
cause God is faithful. When we call upon his name, he will 
not turn a deaf ear , but will hear and answer. 0 

Walth Accepts Staff 
Position at Sunrise Baptist 

Rev. Clarence Walth 

The Rev . Clarence Walth, associate di rec­
.tor of Development at North American 
Baptist Sem inary since 1977 , is now the 
Associa te Pastor of Membership Care at 
Sunrise Baptist Church, Fair Oaks, CA. 

While at the seminary, Walth has had 
primary responsibili ties in giving leader­
ship 10 the school's fund raising activities . 
He has been actively engaged in many 
church-related programs across the 
United States and Canada on behalf of 

the seminary . He has also served as fa ­
culty representat ive on various student 
committees . 

Rev. Wallh 's wife, Dorene, ha taught 
school in Sioux Falls and conducted 
workshops for women. "Image Of Love­
liness, " during their time in South 
Dakota . She is currently the president o f 
the North American Bapti t Women· 
Missionary Fellowship. L 
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Part of the Family 
by Helga Kah ler 

I like to think of world missions as one 
aspect of "the fami ly of God." Each 
child of God performs a specific function 
as "part of the family of God." How­
ever, if each child of God spoke "of what 
we have seen or heard" as the Apost le 
Peter did , would it be necessary to have 
special Missions promotion? (Acts 4:20) 

R. C. Halverson draws some interest ­
ing conclusions from Acts 2 which are 
relevant for evangelism and Missions . 
"When all who believed were together 
and had all things in common ... they 
had favor with a ll the people as a result of 
which evangeli sm happened." "All 
things in common" includes an attitude 
toward possess ions, as well as the act of 
worshiping God . In the first church "the 
Lord added to the church .. . " (Ac ts 
2:47). In effect, God continues to add 
daily to the church on a worldwide basis . 
We, too, a re witnesses of what God is do­
ing. 

In th is article I would like to share 
"what I have seen and experienced" in 
relation to the N.A.B. miss ion program. 
Also, I would like to share some re­
sponses of some pastors and church 
members to my presentations in Mani­
toba churches . 

The direct contact with the N .A.B. mis ­
sio naries began over fifteen years ago. 
Since then, a t least two letters annuall y 
were mailed to every missionary in behalf 
of the Rowandale Baptist Church in Win­
nipeg (prior to 1965 ca ll ed "Third Ger­
man Baptist Church") . Over the years 
many letters arrived from the mission-

Helga Kahler is a public school reacher. 
She lives in Winnipeg, Manitoba, where 
she belongs to Rowandale Bap1ist 
Church. In the past she has written sev­
eral articles for BAPTIST HERALD re­
porting abou/ her experiences on the mis­
sion field~. 
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aries. These letters were and still are being 
shared with the church members. Per­
sonally, instead of vacationing at popular 
r~so rt spots, I chose to visit the m iss ion 
fields to meet the "pen pals " at their 
place of ser~ice: Cameroon in January 
1975; Japan m December 1977; Brazil in 
Ju ly 1979. 

. These_ visits st rengthened the ties of the 
fi elds w1th the church. When missiona ries 
pass through Winnipeg, they have often 
commented, "We know more about the 
Rowandale people through the letters 
than about our home churches. Letters 
give us encouragement." Meanwhile, the 
Rowandale members feel closer to the 
missionaries, too. This relationship has 
resulted in receiving letters with requests 
and concerns such a s the following recent 
examples from Japan: I) "Thanks for the 
pen pals for the two ma le English stu­
dents. Bot h have since accepted Christ 
and have been baptized. Could yo u find 
another pen pal for this female Engl ish 
student?" 2) " I appreciate the stamps 
which I distribut e amo ng my English stu ­
dents . At present I am physically in low 
gear. Please pray for health and the new 
contact, Mr. A." 

Beth Rabenhorst from Brazi l considers 
a pai r of gusseted panty hose "a very 
sp.ecial ~ift. '.'So would each lady reading 
this a rticle, 1f you saw the nylo n ringlets 
of the nationa l product there . (By the 
way , ~ur female missionaries in Japan 
appreciate the North American fit, too. 
The average Japanese women are sligh tl y 
smaller, and so 1s the clothing . To find 
~ut if the men wo uld apprecia te good fit ­
tmg socks , wri te them. They'll be glad to 
give sizes and color preferences .) 
. A lot more could be writt en abou t the 
Joys o f the correspondence . H owever let 
me no.w share responses to my rep~n~ 
and sltde presen tations of th . . . . e v1sll s A 
senior deacon of the Rowanda le 8 . . 
Ch h ,, apt1st 

urc stated: A lay per5on gives a di f-

ferent perspec ti ve of the field, relates 
some problems which help to unders tand 
the miss ion work better. It adds interest 
in wanting to know the missionaries bet­
ter." 

A church board member fro m a rural 
church in M anitoba added the following 
response: " It is good to see miss ionaries 
in person. A lay person 's report about the 
mission fields gives d ifferent perspecti ves 
of the work and stimula tes more incentive 
to support the work. A missionary 's re­
port might leave the im pression tha t he or 
s he is seeking support. Because miss ion­
a ries li ve in those countries they take so 
much for granted , and som etimes they 
even neglect to share cultural aspects with 
congregations. Some cultural informa­
tion makes a grea t impact on the younger 
generation." 

A pastor fe lt quite strongly that shar ing 
cultural information, as we ll as di sap­
pointments and encouragements , help to 
understand the work of the missionaries . 
"It was the first time we heard tha t the 
li ving quarters in Japan are bas ically 
q.u.ne sr11all, including the washroom fa­
~i ltues . While the response to the Gos pel 
ts slow in Japan, it is encouraging to hear 
~bou t the relative openness to the Gospel 
in Brazil and Cameroon . From a firs t ­
hand im press ion we can apprecia te much 
more the in nation rate problems . " (Ex­
ampl~: In December 1979 a ga llon of 
gasoline sold for $2.68 in Brazil. No 
doubt' the prices are s im ilar in Japan and 
Cameroon .) · 

Des ~it e cultural or economic di ffer ­
e~ces m the va rious count ries, all m is ­
sionaries have the same goal: To tell the 
Good News to all who will hear so that 
the "family of God" might grow. God's 
Wo~d offers salva tion through Jesus 
Christ, a nd the H oly Spirit cont inues to 
co.nv.1ct th~ unsaved and to minister to the 
m1ss10naries-our representatives on th 
fields . e 

On each of the N.A.B. mission fields 
there are "prec ious pearls" li ke Florinda 
the ~x-nun novice of Caxias do Su l i~ 
Brazil (Matt. 13:45-46). When Florinda 
b_ecame a child of God, her family disso­
ciated them~el ves from her. God's people 
are h ~r family; and some foresee the day 
s he wil l be grea tl y missed in the ch h 
shoul.d Go? decide to call her home ~~c ' 
DespHe being a vict im o f cancer, Flori~~~ 
serves her .Lord wherever poss ible. M an 
olf you might remember Florinda fro:i 
t 1e BR AZ IL SINGERS . 

I '. too, am "so glad I 'm part of the 
fam ily of God " which ex is ts in the a bove 
mentwned fie ld s ~nd a round this globe. I 
~pprec1 ate the friend shi ps w hich started 
in response to the 1 ett ers many years ago . 

'

A n? 1 am a lso glad for the Rowandale 
ad1es who ha b ' . ve een encouraged anew 

to send li tt le tok ens to members "of the 
family of God ." 

·i.r,1 
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putting it 
___ togetller 

by Ernie Zimbelman 
The young African teacher spoke with 
deep emotion . H e was talking to his fel­
low student teachers at the Baptist 
Teacher T ra ining College at Soppo, 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of 
Counseling at North American Baptist 
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He is also 
the director of the Sioux Falls Psycholog­
ical Services Clinic. 
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KRI NKLE NOSE. By Dean Turner, Old 
Greenwich , CT, the Devin-Adair Com­
pany. $4.95. 

This is a story of a man who became a 
father later in life . As the subt itl e ind i­
cates, it is a prayer of thanks to God ~or 
being given the responsibili ty o_f a 11.ny 
life . As he describes his interactwn wtth 
his litt le son he often prays for wisdom 
and guidanc~ so that he can make him 
aware o f what life is a ll abou t. The par­
ents in turn a lso learn what Jesus meant 
when he talked about children and the 
kingdo m of heaven. 

Every new fa ther should read th is 
book . Mothers, too, will find it fas­
cina t ing . 

ACTS AN EXPOSITION, VOLUME I 
C HAPTERS 1-8. By W. A. Cris"".ell, 
Grand Rapids, Ml. Zondervan Publish­

ing House . $9.95 . 

Cameroon : "When I realized that the 
words of Jesus , ' But if any of you causes 
o ne of these Jillie ones who trusts in me to 
lose his faith , it would be better for you to 
ha ve a rock t ied to you r neck and be 
thrown into the sea' (Matt. 18:6) were 
said about me, I was frightened and I 
changed ." 

I was impressed by this young teacher's 
words. As a m issionary I knew that many 
Afr ican teachers and parents, in the name 
of d iscipline, practiced severe child abuse . 
I was amazed how the Holy Spi rit had 
convinced this young teacher of his wrong 
ways. 

Recently there have been several books, 
numerous art icles, and television shows 
dealing with the problem of child abuse. 
Only the worst cases are wrillen u p in the 
newspapers. But there a re many Chris tian 
parents who a re guilty o f simple child 
ab use and rationalize it as "the necessity 
o f discipline. " 

Jesus said: " Let the Jillie chi ldren come 
to me, and don't prevent them. For of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven " (Matt. 
19:14). 

Paul said: " Fathers (parents), don't 
scold your children so much that they be­
come d iscouraged and quit trying" (Col. 
3:21 ). 

Child abuse in ordinary Christian 
homes can take several forms. A parent 
may be physica lly abusive and give 
spankings which are really beatings. 
Some parents do this during neurot ic fits 
of anger, while o thers are very cool and 
calculating about it. Other forms of 

Dr. Criswell has been the pastor o f the 
First Baptis t Church of Dallas, Texas, for 
35 years , and served as a former president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention . As 
an outstanding expository preacher, he is 
much in demand. 

Even his sermon topics are appealing 
and thought-provoking : The Matchless 
Min istry, Invincible Conviction, Shadow 
Ministries, Simony in the Sanctuary. 
With these, and others , Dr . Criswell 
makes the Book of Acts come alive with 
emotio n and action . 

ADOPTED IN LOVE, CONTEMPO­
RARY STUDIES IN ROMANS. By Bur­
ton H. Throckmorton, Jr ., New York, 
NY. The Seabury Press. $3 .95. 

This book is a rewritten form of the au­
thor's earl ier litt le work, Romans f or the 
Layman. Since Romans is considered to 
be the mos t theological book in the New 
Testament, the lay person should not be 
forced to confront all the int ricasies and 
the theologically significant allusions and 
presuppositions that it contains . Dr . 
Throckmorton is true to the biblical text 
but is ca re fu l to take into account the lay 
person's pace . H e tackles the d ifficult and 

severe punishment used by parents are va­
rious fo rms of deprivat ion. This may in­
volve locking children in closets or allies, 
or out of the ho use. It may in volve the 
denia l of food, keeping a child naked, or 
making them sit or lie in uncomfortable 
positions. 

In add ition to the concept of physical 
abuse, there are many forms o f mental 
and emotional harm . This may involve 
open and abusive language to various 
kinds of more subtle hurting by negative 
comparisons or deliberate emotional ne­
glect -real or threatened abandonment . 

The tragedy about the child abuse sit ­
uation is that usually parents or teachers 
who a re child abusers were abused chil­
dren. This means that the children they 
a re now abusing may likely become 
abusers. 

" But if a ny of you causes one of these 
little o nes who t rusts in me to lose his 
fai th, it would be better for you to have a 
rock tied to your neck and be thrown into 
the sea" (Matt. 18:6). 

I f you have any question about the way 
you relate to children, discuss it with a 
competent person. Don ' t rat ionalize it or 
ignore your concern. The young teacher 
learned new ways of handling children. 
There are books and courses available 
that dea l wi th child management con­
cerns. You do not have to deserve "a rock 
around your neck.'' 

Read Dale Evans Rogers' book on th is 
subject : Hear the Children Crying, 
published by Fleming H. Revell Com­
pany. D 

especially theological chapters 6-8, clari­
fying them without compromising the in ­
tention of the great apost le. However, 
when he comes to Romans 7:15-20, it is 
difficult to understand why the words, 
"wretched I, a human being! Who shall 
rescue me from this body of death?" 
should be the lament of a soul in gnosti­
cism and not the experience of Paul him ­
self. 

Although Dr . Throckmorton has taken 
unusual pains to make Romans clear to 
the lay person, it must be emphasized that 
this is fo r a well-informed lay person and 
not for a novice. 

THESSALONIANS. By David A. Hub­
bard, Waco, TX. Word Books . $4 .95. 

£?r. Hubbard 's aim is to open up the 
mam themes of the fa ith , and is not in ­
tended to. be a verse-by -verse study of 
T hessa lon1.ans. He _digs down to the roots 
of our fa1th to discover what it real! 
means. One way to do thi s is to look :i 
what happened to people when they f ir~t 
hea rd the good news of God like the f' 
Cl 

. . . , irst 
1ns ttan m Thes ·alonica who were 

(Continued on page 31) 
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fa it h . Surpris ing ly enoug h , th e o n es wh o bothered her the 
o st were the ones who came a nd really respo nded. 

rfl .13y having a coffee in the ho me w~ a re o ften able to 
ch people who wouldn't be reac hed 1f o n ly a churc h se t­

r~ag were avai la ble . The ho m e is a rela_xed a_nd com fortable 
u flvironment , and the h ostess can begin seeing a pa tter11 o f 
e~tnessing as a li festyle. These coffees o~en the d oor , so 
W1 t the gues ts m ay a pproach t he h ostess in future conver-

t'1~ions abou t a persona l relationship in C hris t. . 
sa one woma n , who was a guest a t a coffee, became •nter-

Co ee, Tea or Thee 
by Shari Hildebrand 

"Coffee, T~a . or Thee" is the message given at th 
ladies' evi:ingehsu c coffees wh ich we ha ve in the disci r e 
ministry o f God 's Volunteers 1 P •ng 

A lady i:it the church host · ff f . . s a co ee or her neighbors a nd 
friends. r wfo. team members attend the socia l and present a 
program o interest to t he ladies and the . . d 
· ·ch sha h • n tie in a evo-

t1onal wf1' res t e &ospel or ch a lle h sp1'r1· -t 
11 

n ges t em 
ua y. 

...... -
Linda (right) and Leeann share how to make a macrame hanger at one of the 
Ladies' Coffees. 

One woman who hosted a coffee sha red w ha t a good ex­
perience it was fo r her to go and greet her fr iends . They 
were excited about the idea of getting together. The pro­
gram gives an ad_ded s~ark to t he coffee. Fo r ins ta nce , o ne 
of the progra~s is on gift wrapping. It sh ows creative ideas 
to decorate gifts for all occasions . The d evotiona l begins 
by shariflg h.ow people resemble presents, a nd then m oves 
into God •s g1 fts to us . 

As the team has worked wit h "coffees " we h , ave seen 
that they h~ve _much benefit to the people spirit ua ll y. T he 
hostess' fi:tllh is stretched as she asked her fr iends a nd 
neighbors to

0
come to a tea and expla ins that t here will be a 

devotional. ne hostess.shared wi th us th e struggle she had 
because some o f her neighbors rea lly in t imidated her but 
she decided to go ahead and invite the m and Jove t he~ b 
~ y 

Shari Hildebrand is the reporrer}ior God' I / I s vo unteers. 
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ed in having a neighbo rhoo d Bible s tudy a nd off ere ct h er 

es\ ne a s a meeting p lace. 
h0 A C hrist ia n woman a ttending o ne. of_ t he : o f_fees sa w 

\V she could share her fai th in C hnst in a _similar \va y . 
h0 e 's talented in cra fts and is often asked to give p rograms 
S11 1oca l club s. She fe lt she m ig ht be a b le to co nnect the 
a t i:i ft programs with t he sh a ring o f her p ersona l fa ith. 
er o n e young woman b egan to see a re la tio nshi p \Vith 

11
ris t become mo re r:al. S~e said , "~_od h asn ' t co me into 

C )" life , but I 'm working a t 1t. T he sp1ntua l pa rt o f the !)ro­
~i:im wasn 't 'pushy.' It m akes a person want to know a lit ­
g more ins tead o f being t u rned o ff by the whole t h ing. " 
tie 5 0 , as t he Apostle Paul w rites in I Cor. I 0:31, ' ' W het he r 

erefore ye eat or d r in k o r w hatsoever you do , do a11 to 
t~e glor y of G od. " P e rhaps a n a ppro priate para phrase 
t 

0
uld be "coffee, tea o r T H EE." D 

'" 

Celebrate 
with the world 

in Toronto 

~:t()llllflt• (_~)1111•(•)1 

j_ \fl111i1lisf(•1·s 
).{i1·sl Ba11lis111 

The Yaounde Cameroon Baptist Con­
vention church, a fa miliar item on the 
prayer lists of Bapt ist Christians in 
Cameroon, increased its membership by 
eight last summer , when the young 
church bapt ized three sisters and five 
brot hers in Christ. 

The baptisma l ceremony, conducted by 
the Rev. Ray Ho ffman, Cameroon Bap­
tis t Convention area coordinator, who 
lives in Victoria, went so successfully, 
that by the time all was over members of 
the young church beamed with smiles of 
joy a nd good hope. 

JUSTIFIED FEAR 
When the acting chariman of the 

Chu rch, Mr. Jacob Taku, returned from 
Ba nso a fter the C. B.C . Grassland Re­
gional Conference to announce the date 
fixed for the baptism, some Christians 
received the good news with mixed feel­
ings. Not that they did not welcome the 
long awai ted occasion in their church . 
Their fears were brought about by the 
present problems the church faces. 

There is for example the acute problem 
of having no church building. Our ser­
vices a re bei ng held in the classroom of a 
secondary school. As fa r as the b~p~ism 
ceremony was concerned, the Chris11ans 
had to think of a suitable pool and the 
const ruction of booths in which the im­
mersed C hrist ia ns would change t heir wet 
appa rel. All this made some people fear 
that the church might attempt what could 
end up in a fiasco . 

However as Christia ns most of them 
knew tha t ~v i th God nothing is impossi­
ble. And God actually proved that with 
him a ll is possible. 

BUS Y PR EPA RA T!ONS 
After t he da te for the first baptismal 

service in the Yaounde Baptist Church 
had been annou nced, the board of dea­
cons was summoned to decide that the au­
thorities concerned be contacted for per­
miss ion 10 use the Yaounde Municipal 
Lake. 

Peter T. Mabu is editor of the National 
English weekly, 1he Cameroon Tri bune, 
and one of the deacons of 1he C.B.C. 
Church in Yaounde. 

by Shey Peter T. Mabu 

Fortu nately the perm1ss1on was 
granted, and on May 12, 1979, the 
deacons' board , some elders of the 
church, the candidates for baptism, the 

The church march ing to the lake. 

The Yaounde church at worship in secondary 
school building. 

Hoffmans and Mrs. B. Nokuri, C.B.C. 
Women's leader , who had arrived from 
Victoria that morning, wen t to the lake to 
examine the site chosen for the baptismal 
ceremony. 

A cleaning of the site followed as also 
the preparation of booths, in which the 
bapt ismal candidates could change after 
the baptism . In fact, contrary to what 
some people in the provinces would imag­
ine, the excitement with which the clean­
ing at the lake was done was such that 
anyone would have envied the personal 
joy of contributing one's quota in the ser­
vice of his Lord. The cleaning did not 
take long. Afterwards the working crew 
went home full of anticipation, eagerly 
awaiting the next day. 

SUCCESSFUL BAPTISM 
Church services the following day were 

expected to begin at 8:30 a.m. Unfonu -

nately not many people were there on 
time, so that the service started at 9 a m 
with .beautif.ul choral singing followed. b; 
an mterestmg Sunday school lesson 
delivered by Mrs. Esther Hoffman. 

The lesson on God's plan of salvation 
taught with the use of pictures, was s~ 
captivating, that were it not for the ex­
haustive program that was to follow 
many would have wished the continua: 
tion of the lesson for some extra time. 

After the Sunday school lesson and 
prayers, the church, led by its choir, pro­
ceeded to the Yaounde Municipal Lake, 
where in a solemn occasion punctuated by 

Ray Hoffman baptizing. 

Baptismal cand idates after bapt ism. 

beautiful singing, the ordinance of bap­
tism was administered for the first time in 
th~ Yaounde C.B .C. Church. And every 
thing went so well, that the singing and 
marching back to the church was marked 
by pomp and gaily. 

Back at the church, Rev. Hoffman 
preached a befitting sermon which doubt­
less must have sown the seeds for another 
baptism in the future. In his sermon Mis­
sionary Hoffman called on those . who 
have acc~pted Christ a their personal 
Savior, not to be double-minded. becau e 
no one looking back is fit for the 
kingdom of God. He called on all Chris­
tia1~s 10. be. com milted to the calling of 
their fallh m Christ. and he challenged 
the Yaounde Baptist congregation in 1;ar-

(Co111i1111ed 011 page .?9) 
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by Dorene Walth, 
WMF president 

ROOTED, GROUNDED, GROWING ! 
"Just as you received Christ Jesus as 
Lord, continue to li ve in him , rooted 
and built up in him , strengthened in the 
faith as you were taught and overflow­
ing with thankfulness." 

Through the Women's Missionary 
Fellowship, God has given North Amer ­
ican Baptist women this verse and theme 
around which to center their tho ughts in 
program plann ing and ministry fo r the 
coming triennium . 

Is there a place for women's work in 
the contemporary church today? This 
writer definitely feels there is. 

It is a fact that the spectrum of over 
400 N.A.B. women's groups reaches 
from the very traditiona l local WMF 
with its White Cross work, missionary 
offerings, and fellowship to the yet 
unorganized body of women in new 
churches which does not sense the need 
fo r a structured women's organization 
because all are so uniquely invo lved in 
church planting with their families. 

Vonnette Bright recent ly stated tha t 
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Housewife, Not 
Housebound 

by Joanne Penner, Grass 
Lake, AB 

"Mommy, how come you 're nothing?" 
What was that? Had I heard correctly? 

The questioner was my lovable four­
year-old son . 

"Uh, what do you mean-I 'm noth-

ing?" 
"Well , mommy, you used to be a 

nurse, but now you 're nothing!" 
Wow! Mustering my expla natory re­

sources I expla ined to my young son the 
whys and wherefores of my present status 

in working with women , one is to a im 
where women are going. They a re a 
moving target these days, according to 
her. 

Today's leaders among N.A .B. 
women recognize the changing image o f 
women in our present day society. They 
are aware of the overa ll goals of seeking 
to achieve unity amo ng a ll the women o f 
the church a nd s triving to m eet the 
needs of a ll-young , o lder , singles , 
mo thers of young children or teens , and 
the ca reer oriented as well as the ho me­
maker. This is no s mall task , however ! 

To accom plish such goals , answers to 
current problems m ust be sought. P res ­
ent functional illnesses in local g roups 
include difficult y in : 

-enl ist ing will ing workers as officers 
and committee members; 

-getting women under 35 yea rs o f 
age to a ttend meetings ; 

- having two women 's gro ups work 
together within one church bod y; 

- having interesting, wo rthwhile pro­
grams; a nd 

-attracting non-Christ ia ns a nd non ­
chu rch members to meetings . 

There are no easy solutions to these 
dilemmas. 

T he beginning o f a new triennium is a 
good time for each local society to La ke 
a good look at its ministries. Inventories 
a nd evaluatio ns are impo rtant to a ll of 
us . Women are "creatures of habit " 
a nd o ften feel com fortable with the 
"same o ld thing," even though it may 
ha ve lost its relevance a nd usefu lness . 

Most o f us have a favorite old sweater 
o r jacket and an o ld com forta ble pa ir o f 
shoes we hate to give up. Adjust ing to 
something new may be a bother, but 
when the adjustment is made, we see the 
benefits and feel so much better abou t 
ourselves, we wonder why it took so 
lo ng to make the change! 

in his life; to which he replied, "Well, I 
guess then you 're j ust my farmer­
mother ! '' 

Do you as a wife and mother ever con­
sider yourself to be " nothing"? One of 
woman's most controversia l roles to 
come under attack in recen t years is that 
of housewife. Negative overtones a t­
tached to thi s role are almost d eafening. 
If women have never before questioned 
the wort h o f thei r traditiona l roles, pres­
sure to do so has certainly mou nted. 

Allow me to suggest that being a 
housewife can be one of the most creat ive 
roles known to woman . Yet, restrict ion of 
act ivities, feelings of decreased self­
esteem, and futility are seen as synon­
ymous with "housewife. " Many women 
inflict upon themselves o r allow to be in­
flicted upon them, the label "house-

Prime priorities for women's organ i­
zatio ns s hould be to bring other women 
to C hrist and to help each perso n in the 
fe llowship reach her h ighest po ten tial 
for the glory of G od. 

T oo o ften the lad ies 'm eeting becomes 
nothing mo re than the S .M .O.T .S. (Sec­
ret Meeting o f the Saints)! O h , yes, 
" The m eet ing a nnouncement was in last 
Sunda y's b ulletin and a ll la d ies wer.e in­
vited, " you say. May I s uggest tha t an 
invitation for "everybod y" is o ften an 
invita tion to " nobody" ! 

There is no substitute for a personal 
invita tion and o ffer fo r t ransporta tion 
to WMF. If the guest does come, d oes 
s he feel the evening was worth g iving up 
a nig ht with her fam ily? If you f~nd 
yo ur m eetings bo ring and are att endmg 
out o f obliga t ion or ha bit, you can be 
ce rt a in a vis itor will q ui t com ing before 
she has a cha nce to become a part o f 
such a n organizat io n. 

Many crea tive women a re ma king 
their wo men 's nigh t so vital and so a t­
t ractive tha t a ttendance has d ou bled, 
offerings have tripled, a nd Wh ite C ross 
q uo tas a re being met eas ily and cheer­
fully with extra projects a nd o utreach 
minist ries growing effectively. 

An y woman who wou ld wan t to help 
women's m inist ries in her church must 
begin with her own d eeper commitme.nt 
to Christ. T o cl imb higher o n a ny sta ir ­
way, her spiritua l roots must cons ta ntl y 
go d eeper . 

The new WM F theme song, by C. P . 
Jones, will become a part o f all o f us 
these years , but may it not only be lip 
service! " Deeper, deeper in the love of 
Jesus , d a il y let me go; h igher, higher in 
the school of wisdom , more of grace to 
know. Oh, deeper yet , I pray, and 
higher every day; a nd wiser, b lessed 
Lord, in thy precious holy W ord !" 

Happy tri enn ium ! D 

bou nd. " How, may I ask , can one be an 
effect ive wife if funct ioning within this 
mind set ? 

Wifehood brings with it household 
pressures and routines which are, in 
themselves, bind ing. Certain ly these be­
come mundane and wearisome unless we 
see them as a means to an end, a frame­
wor k of service to our families and not as 
a preoccupat ion or end in themselves . 

Within the scope of fami ly routines lie 
uncultivated a reas of interpersonal rela­
t ionships. These require careful tending 
a nd nurturing. Scripture rem inds us, as 
wives, to love our husbands and children 
with unconditional, "no -str ings-a t­
tached" love. Methods o f mending, 

Our Women's 
M inistries 

by Laverna 
Mehlhaff, 
women's 

work director 

We are gra te ful fo r the many glowing 
reports o f retreats held by our women 
in recent mo nths. The ret reats were 
p la nned fo r fe llowship, spirit ual 
growth and o utreach, and, as women 
prayed a nd pla nned , God blessed. God 
bless you as yo u continue to pray, plan 
and part icipate in the next retreat in 
your area . 

Tha n k you for your prayers and for 
the cards and letters sen t to missionary 
child ren du ring the C hristmas season. 
T hanks , too, for the o fferings sent to­
ward the education of m issionary 
children. 

March 7 is the World Day of 
Prayer . The program guide on the 
theme ' 'God 's Freedo m,'' was writ­
ten by

1

Mrs . Sara Pasiciel of Steinbach , 
Manitoba . We suggest that the offer­
ing taken be des igna ted for evangelism 
o n all s tations in Cameroon. Remem­
ber that a ll offerings sent to our Con­
ference Office by our women go to­
ward the $675,000 goal which is used 
for the support of missions at hoi:ne 
and overseas. If you need extra copies 
oft he goal chart, which shows the dis­
tribut ion of mo nies sent toward the 
WMF goa l, please feel free to order 
the amount you can use, and we shall 
send them to you by return mail. 

Continue to pray for the wom en's 
ministries o f our Con ference. Our goal 
is that programs be planned for each 
meeting which will meet the needs of 
the women of today. [] 

s trengthening , and deepening these rela­
tionships are la rgely dependent on our 
own creative resources. As housewives we 
often have greater freedom to invest the 
t ime which many of these relationships 
require. 

Taki ng time to celebrate large or small 
famil y and individual successes , supervis ­
ing the dail y music practice, sewing an In­
d ian rock slight for that special game, 
planning family nigh ts wi th extra sur­
prises, teaching spiritual values, listen ing , 
encouraging, rejoicing, and praying can 
be powerful demonstra tions of love. 

Although a univers ity graduate, my 
education d id not prepare me to employ, 
consistently , the attributes of love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfu lness, gentleness and self-control. 
However , I am now afforded the best 
training faci lities to develop these qual­
ities-my home. There is only one qual­
ificat ion for training, which is tha t I must 
be available to be taught by the greatest 
teacher, Jesus . 

If I begin to think primarily of myself 
and my circumstances, I may come to feel 
" housebound. " But when I view my role 
as that o f availability to the Lord Jesus 
Christ , and in turn to those I love, I ex­
per ience a freedom which knows no 
limits . Availability is not binding! With 
young preschool children, a housewife 
may feel more than housebound-I used 
to feel like a permanent fixture! H ow-

Planning 
for Growth 
by Sylvia Auch, 
WM F secretary-treasurer, 
Bismarck, ND 

The officers and editors o f the WMF 
spent a profitable time last September 6 
through 8, as they met a t the Interna­
tiona l Office in Oakbrook Terrace, 111 i­
nois . Six of the eight members are new to 
this committee, so one of the purposes of 
meeting was to become acquainted with 
each o ther . After introducing o urselves, 
sharing ou r testimonies, joys a nd prob­
lems, our fee ling toward each other was 
that o f true sis terhood . Another purpose 
was to review the goals a nd program al ­
ready set fo r this tr iennium by the past 
exec utive committee and to begin think­
ing ahead for the next triennium . 

Reports given by each of the office 
staff were informative and offered a chal­
lenge to us as to what can yet be done by 
the women in our churches . One interest -

(Continued on page 3 1) 

ever, when I consider the freedom in be­
ing available to my fam ily, the sky's the 
limit! 

Avai lability also extend s my envi ron ­
ment outs ide my home. No two days a re 
ever the same. Whether sharing time with 
a neighbor who calls, seek ing out a friend 
in need , trucking for my h usba nd , judg­
ing a 4-H speak-off, or a ttend ing a school 
assem bly , variety is the word. And many 
days, any attempts to apply management 
skills go "down the tube " ! Community 
Bible studies are a most enjoyable activity 
through which I am able to share God 's 
love and develop many new fr iendships. 
PT A and school functions have become 
of s pecial interest to me, for my energies 
must be directed to areas where my chil­
d ren a re now. The more o f their world I 
understand, the better equipped I become 
to meet their needs . As well , each week I 
have the privilege of preparing a Sunday 
school lesson and part icipating in the li fe 
o f our church . Opportunities to en tertain 
and share our home a lso co me with 
a vailability . 

The opposite of being bound is to be 
free. Only a s I allow the Holy Spi rit to fill 
me with himself, and make mysel f totally 
available to him, do I become free- com ­
pletely free to accomplish, to love, to 
serve, to reach 'out fo r him wi thin my 
home, my chu rch , my communi ty. There 
are no chains here. I have a tremendous 
privilege, that o f being a housewife . D 

Did You Know ... 
that there is a new, up-to-date Mis­
sions Profile Revised with facts and 
background information about our 
missionaries? (Cost $3 .50) Ask your 
pastor about it or write to the N .A .B. 
International Office. When you have 
your copy, check to be sure your mis­
sionary bulletin board pictures a re 
up-to-date, too! 

These Are 
Your Pages: 
We invite you to send in articles o r 
suggestions for to pics ; ideas fo r 
women's group meetings that have 
worked at your church ; original poetry 
or devotionals ; names o f women you 
know who have made a d ifference for 
Chr.ist in your church or communi ty . 
Send these ideas o r manuscripts to 
Mrs. Sara Pasacicl, Bapti t Hera ld 
Women's Editor , Box 533 , Steinbach, 
Man11oba ROA 2AO. (Use of these 
cont ribut ions will be deter m ined bv 
space and theme development. ) -
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PERSONAL 
ESTATE 
PLANNING 

Questions 
People Ask 

by Everett A. Barker 

QUESTION: WHAT IS ESTATE 
PLANNING AND DEFERRED 
GIVING? 
Deferred giving means gifts indicated 
now but actua lly given at a later date such 
as through a will. Estate planning is 
broader and has to do with the accumula­
tion and disposition of one's possessions, 
so as to direct them to the intended reci­
pients, saving time, taxes and expense. 
For a Christian, it is carefully and prayer­
fully done in the light of God's will for his 
possessions. 

QUESTION: I ALREADY HA VE A 
WILL WHAT SHOULD I DO NOW? 

Congratulations, if you have a will, 
because it is estimated that Yi of the 
people in the United States and Canada 
do not have a wi ll. Have you checked to 
see whether your wi ll carries out your 
present intentions? Does your will include 
the Lord's work in it? Have you reviewed 
your will with a competent estate plan­
ning lawyer to see whether your will is af­
fected by the 1976 tax reform act in the 
United States? A will needs to be period­
ically reviewed to be kept up-to-date. 

The Rev. Evere({ A. Barker is the farmer 
estate planning _director of the N.A .B. 
Conference. He 1s now working at N h-

8 . S . Ort ern apt1st em111ary . 
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QUESTION: WHAT HAPPENS TO 
MONEY RECEIVED BY THE N.A.B. 
CONFERENCE THROUGH WILLS? 
If the bequest is designated for a speci fie 
Conference ministry such as the College, 
Seminary or overseas missions, the gift 
goes to that cooperating agency. We try 
to be very careful about honoring desig­
nations. If the gift is undesignated, it goes 
to the denominational budget reserves, 
and the Finance and Stewardship Com ­
mittee uses the funds for needs as they 
arise. The estate planning ministry is 
funded through these gifts . 

QUESTION: WHAT SERVICES CAN 
THEN .A.B. CONFERENCE OFFER 
ME? 
The Conference is incorporated in the 
United States and in Canada. We have a 
fu ll range of services through investment 
and gift means, such as gift annuities 
which provide an income tax deduction 
now and reduced taxes each year; charit­
able remainder trusts which provide an 
income tax deduction now and can unlock 
highly a~preciated securities or land into 
a la_rger income; revocable trusts provide 
~o immediate tax benefits but they save 
lime and probate expense and relieve you 
of management worries. The Church Ex ­
tens10n I n ves~ors Fund provides you with 
a reason~ble income and at the same time 
helps build new churches Our C f · on er-
ence uses Babson & Company of B 
MA a f . oston, 

, s pro ess1onal investment counsel 
and. they have done an outstanding job of 
advising our Conference fo W d d r many years 

e o n~t o legal work, a lthough w~ 
h~~e chhantable giving legal counsel avail­
al e t rough a Wheaton law firm and 
~so ~hrough the Continental Ill inois Na­
uona Bank and Trust Company of Ch. 
cago, IL. Also our estate l · i­
selors are already to help Pa nning cou n-

you. 

QUESTION: IF AN ESTATE 

~;A:ONING COUNSELOR VISITS 
ME, WHAT HA PPENS? 

A. counselor will meet with . . h 
privacy of 0 h you in t e 
fidential i:four o_me and wil l keep con­
use the fou . rma11on you provide. We 

Pl-Whr simple P_'s of estate planning: 

P2 
at properties do you own? 

-What perso · 
about? ns are you concerned 

P3-What plan d 
possessions? s o you have for your 

P4-Who h 
yers b k a~e t e planners such as law-
h 1 ' ro ers, insurance advisors etc to 
e ~carry out your plans? , . ' 

Basically a . 
think thr' counselor will try to help you 
nin dough the process of estate plan­
pos~i~~it"to c~nsel regar_ding various gift 

ies. e do not give legal advice. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE COST 
FOR SUCH A VISIT? 
There is no cost or obligation to you . This 

is a service to you . We hope that many of 
our people will remem ber our local 
churches and Conferences minist ries in 
their wills, but regardless there is no cost. 
If you use the services of a lawyer or other 
professional person you will be billed by 
them direct ly. 

QUESTION: DOES THE 
CONFERENCE T AKE REAL EST ATE 
OR STOCKS FOR GIFTS? 
Yes, these can be used for current gifts 
and it usually pays to give appreciated 
property rather than cash. It is highly ad­
vantageous to fund charitable remainder 
trusts with appreciated real estate stocks . 
We have received stocks and farm land 
and are serving as trustee for trust. 

Q UESTION: I DON'T HAVE MUCH 
MONEY. HOW RIC H DO YOU 
HAVE TO BE TO HAVE A TRUST? 
It isn't the amount of money or the type 
of property you have , because trusts vary 
in size and purpose. There are trusts 
created by will, called testamentary 
trusts. There are living tru sts for use dur­
ing life. A trust is a very flexible instru­
ment, and it can save time and money• 
because trusts do not got hrough probate. 
You can even put your home, stocks or 
bank accounts in a trust. Your lawyer can 
advise you concerning detai ls about 
trusts . 

QUESTION: WITH TH E HIGH COST 
OF LIVING ANO O LD AGE 
UNCERTAINTIES, IF I INVEST 
WITH N.A.B. CAN I GET MY 
MO NEY BAC K IF I NEED IT? 
There are revocable trusts and agreements 
which permit you to get your assets or 
money back. These are designated for the 
very reason you ask about. We try to be 
very careful, and we do, in fact, steer peo­
ple away from irrevocable agreeme~t s 
when in our judgment their financial 
status suggests such. All of the agree­
ments a re di fferent tools to meet different 
needs and goals that people have. 

We have run out of space. Yet I would 
like to emphasize that o ur Conference 
Personal Estate Planning Service has a 
three fold purpose : 
I. To assis t individuals in gain ing living 

benefit s from their assets; 
2. To assist families through good 

estate planning to face the day ?f 
famil y loss with their affairs 111 

order; 
3. To assis t North American Baptis ts in 

their desire to remember our Confer­
ence ministries in their estate plan. 

Nei ther the author nor the organizat ion 
is seeking to give legal advice. This in­
formation is or a general nature only. for 
specific applications or law. you should 
consult with your legal advisor . 0 
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RESOLUTION ON ABORTION 
adopted by the 

De legates t o t he Trienn ial Conference of the North American Baptist Churches 
July 10-15, 1979 

WHEREAS North American Baptists 
believe the b ib I ical teaching that man 
is created in the image of God and 
therefore that human life is a sacred 
trust a nd gift (Gen . 9:6). and 

WHEREAS Ch rist ians have a respons i­
bili ty to oppose moral and spiritual 
evi ls which threaten society, includ ing 
the p ract ice of abortion as a means of 
bi rth control, and 

WHEREAS al l abortions destroy inno­
cent feta l life. and the practice of 
abortion for selfis h non- therapeutic 

Thank 
You! 

The Rev. Reinhard Neuman has re­
turned to Canada from missionary 
work in Nigeria for health reasons. 
He says to BAPTIST HERALD 
readers: 
"I deeply appreciate the concen­
trated and faithful prayers of thou­
sands of our people in the 
churches. We are still receiving 
letters and cards and messages 
from many who refuse to cease to 
pray. 

God never makes mistakes. Rather 
than to heal me on the spot in 
Nigeria, he chose the better 
course, his choice, and how won­
derfully precious he has become. 
Some mountains are for casting, 
and others are for climbing. The 
Lord has been so faithful and 
gracious to me as we climbed the 
impossible mountain with him, 
with whom all things are possible. 
Pra ise his name! 

People, praise the Lord for his 
goodness. Always balance your 
prayers of petition with prayers of 
praise. God bless you dear peo­
ple. " 

reasons du lls our society's moral sen­
sit ivity, and leads to a cheapening of 
all human life. 

TH EREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we 
as North American Baptists reaff irm 
the biblical sacredness and dignity of 
a ll human life, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we 
cal l on North American Baptists of 
Canada and the United States to work 
to change those attitudes and condi­
t ions which encourage people to turn 
to abortion as a means of birth control, 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tha t we 
oppose any governmental actions 
which encourage the use of abo rt ion 
for birth control, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tha t in the 
best interest of our society we re ject 
the current practice o f abortion as 
contrary to the biblica l view, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tha t ou r 
famil ies and churches emphasize and 
strengthen the teaching of the t rue 
biblical value and meaning of life . love 
and marriage. 0 

MISSIONS PROFILE 
Revised 
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Know Your Missionar ies and Mission Fields! 
Five Mission Fields - 95 M issionaries 

For Individua l Read ing and Group Study 
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Price - $3.50 

Order Form 

State/Province and Z ip 

Send _____ book ls l to above address - $3.50 per copy 

Send _____ booklsl to address below - $3.50 per copy 
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GROWING FEATURES FROM YOUR CHURCH 

MINISTRIES DEP ARTMENT. Brief, 
provocative art icles to expand the grow­
ing edge of the mind and soul - to sug­
gest, perhaps, new avenues of thought 
and action. 

Denny's 
Column 

by 
Denny 
Miller 

Someone comes up to me and says, "Do 
you know Sally? Well, she has a lot of 
problems and, since you 're the same age, 
J thought maybe you could calk to her­
encourage her, be her friend.' ' 

I nod my head and say yes, because I 
reall y do care about other peop~e. And I 
believe my attitudes and my acu ons may 
very well be my most vocal witness: 

But sometimes I just dread the idea of 
having to put myself out to help someone 
else. However, I do pick up the phone and 
call Sally. She's not there, so I leave a 
message. I call three times and she's nor 
there, so I figure I've done my pare, and I 
lee it drop. Accually, I tell myself, I'll 
probably run into her lacer and her prob­
lems will have worked themselves o ut. 
And I am really pretty busy. 

Inside I am relieved, because what 
would've happened had she answered che 
phone? What could I have said that 
would have helped her? I would have had 
some super ficial conversation with her 

An Orchid 
for My Teacher 

by Kori Lane 
Preschool teachers can be more than 
ushers to the potty or caterers of cookies 
and juice. They can influence students for 
a lifetime. I know because my Sunday 
school teacher, Mrs. Louise Burgess had 
that kind of impact. ' 

I was the sort of child who delighted in 
playmates, stories, scissors and paste . 
Sunday school had been created with me 
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edge 
and accomplished noching or bumbled 
around uncil I lodged my foot firmly in 
my mouth . How humiliating ! 

"For I was hungry , and you gave me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you 
gave me drink ; I was a stranger, and you 
invited me in .. . "(Matt. 25:35). 

If I believe the message and promise of 
Christ is one of love, then my mission, my 
purpose, must be to care for others . 
Many o f us do not receive any opportuni­
ties to care for another person's physical 
needs. Therefore, we need co look for 
other avenues to express love. 

A couple of arguments come immed i­
acely to mind. 

Priorities. " I don ' t have enough time 
to put myself out more than marginally. 
People are so dema nding of your time 
and o nce one person knows you care, 
everyone wants a piece. " We need to be 
realistic about the amount of time in a 
day and sometimes judge the needs of 
those around us and o ur own needs a nd 
learn to say, "No, chis is a ll I can handle 
right now." Or to re-schedule talks to 
freer times or fo r shorter lengths . But we 
must be open to encounters with other 
people-leave space or make time for 
them . We must be spontaneous and nex­
ible. 

"Sometimes I don't feel like it. " l 'm a 
believer in the words o f a song: "Make 
believe you're brave and the trick wi ll 
take you far, for you may be as brave as 

in mind, or so it seemed. T he silver-haired 
lady, who told the stories a nd distri buted 
the dabs of paste, had smil ing eyes and a 
gentle voice. She made me feel important. 

One particular Sunday morning, as the 
fami ly scurried about preparing for 
church, someone mentioned the orchids. I 
didn't know what orchids were, but I 
followed the processio n to the refriger­
ator. My mother took o ut three minia­
ture, lavender blossoms. 

"These were im ported especially for 
the dele~ates at the conventio n," my 
father said. He obviously fe lt proud that 
he had thought to bring the flowers home 
for the ladies in o ur family. 

you make believe you are." I do n't th ink 
we should be fakes or hypocrites, but 
haven 't you ever had a bad day a nd then 
tried to smile and be happy for someone 
else and suddenly you got caught up in 
the spirit of it-and you were happy? Our 
emotio ns don't have to rule us. We have 
free will to refuse to accept certain 
moods. 

Inadequacy. For me, that is the biggest 
a rgument. I 'm not profess io nall y trained. 
l don ' t know tha t much . I wonder what 1 
can give another person. I certain ly don't 
have read y made a nswers. But mo re a nd 
more I am learning that it is not the giving 
that really matters. What rea lly matters is 
caring. Cari ng enough to be ava ilable 
even if o nly to li sten . 

Keith Mi ller in The Passionate People 
says, " ... listening with genuine interest 
is received by the one being heard as per­
haps one of the deepest experiences of be­
ing loved ... A listen ing a ttit ude is the 
fou ndatio n for a ll o ther loving a nd help­
ing . " 

Somehow, it doesn 't seem as tough to 
give if a ll it ta kes is listening and letting 
so meone know that regard less o f what 
they've done or feel, I 'm standing behind 
them. 

I a lso have the con fidence that if I can 
ma ke the effort to li sten, and if more 
needs to be done, C hrist will use me as a 
tool. He will do the real work, not 
me. 0 

I immediately thought, when I saw the 
flower, that baby orchids and Mrs. Bu r­
gess belo nged together; like c louds and 
ra indrops or chocola te cake and vani lla 
ice cream. 

" l 'm going to give this to m y teacher, " 
I said. 

Mrs. Bu rgess received her corsage as if 
she had been presented with a rare jewel. 
Her eyes glistened as she spoke of the 
beauty of God 's delica te creation and 
smelled the sweet fragrance . I felt a warm 
glow inside. 

At Christmastime, Mrs. Burgess made 
a surp rise for each chi ld in our class. I 
eagerl y tore open the wrappings and 

found a six-piece na tivity set molded 
fro m plaster a nd pa inted by hand. 

At the time, I didn't comprehend what 
a token o f la bor a nd love I had received. 
Neither did I guess that the nativity set 
would become a part of our family tradi­
tio n and a treasured keepsake. I only 
knew how I enjoyed arranging and rear­
ranging the figures to tell the Christmas 
story. 

Mrs. Burgess did not lose contact with 
me when I "graduated" to the Primary 
Department. I continued to seek her out 
o n Sunday mornings , because she seemed 

Little Old Man 
The foil owing poem is one that Martina 
Rist, Warren, Ml, wrote based on an ex­
perience she had one afternoon at the 
Triennial Conference in Portland, Ore­
gon . It deals with a question that we need 
to ask ourselves: Are we going along with 
the crowd and laughing at people and ig­
noring their problems, or are we loving 
them and loving them to Jesus no matter 
what their situation? 

Little o ld ma n sitting on the park bench, 
Why are the people all laughing at you? 
Can ' t they see that you 're hurting in­

side? 
Don 't they care to help? 

Why Some 
People Drop 
Out of Church 
Recent stud ies indicate that an aggressive 
church evangelism program may need to 
begin with the people in the church 's own 
pews. A "dropout cure" may be the first 
step in a ny ch urch 's evangelism program. 
The cure may well be a warm, vibrant 
congregation that feels good about itself, 
has a strong sense of di rect ion , is sensitive 
to the needs of its people and discourages 
irrelevant committees and unimportant 
"busy work. " Such a church allows free 
discussion o f congregational issues and 
uses the gospel to decide priority issues . It 
not only draws other people but also sus­
tains a nd nurtures the people It presently 
has-thus preventing "church drop­
o uts." The fo llowing three areas are the 

"h h d" primary reasons that mos t c urc e 
people drop out of church life. . 

I. Personal and Family Reasons: maJor 
illness in the family; family crisis, such as 
d ivorce, separation, loss of job, e~c· '. 
marriage to member o f another fa tth , 

always to have time to talk. She was in­
terested in me. 

When I was 13, I bought a copy of Mrs. 
Burgess's first published boo k, This Side 
of the Stars. She autographed it for me. 

Dear Karalee- / love you extra special 
for the baby orchid you gave me, the 
dear, refined, poised person you are now, 
and the dreams you have of what you 
want to do and be! Louise Bailey Burgess. 

Those words were like Calomine lotion 
smoothed on itchy mosquito bi tes. I think 
I would have lo ng forgotten the orchid in­
cident , but she always remembered. Being 
called dear, refined and poised came as a 

The group by the fountain is s inging 
A song abou t God's love. 

You stand close by 
With your arms outstretched; 
Reaching for love, 
For peace a nd joy. 

The policeman comes. 
He tells you to stand away 
To the side. 
" Don 't bother the people," he says. 

You ask for a favorite song. 
It 's " The Old Rugged Cross." 

You 're searching for something, 
For fu lfil lment in life. 
Your request is not granted, 
And they keep on singing their songs. 

The singers per form our country's an­
them. 

You stand a nd salute. 
The audience just sits and stares . 

fami ly member withdrawal a nd entice­
ment of others to do so; loss of interest in 
what was going on, or lack of serious in­
terest in the first place; need for leisure 
and decision that Sunday is the best time. 

2. Congregational Problems: never felt 
fully accepted or people were too " stiff"; 
felt overworked in church activities a nd 
"they wouldn 't give me a break"; felt 
lack of creat ivity in worship and other 
programs-nothing ever changed; got 
nothing out of worship; involved with 
controversial congregational decisions. 

3. Pastor Dissatisfaction: preaching 
poor or unvarying; d isagreement with the 
way he related to people; political or 
theological stance problematic. 

T hese are not meant to be a conclusive 
list of the problems causing church drop­
outs . However, they do pinpoint some of 
the areas which sensitive churches may 
want to probe for insigh t into their own 
problem of d ropouts. A church may want 
to conduct its own research via telelphone 
or personal interviews to determine why 
people are " dropping o ut. " A number of 
simila r reasons can be a trend which 
could predict future trouble if the church 
does no t act swiftly. (From The Torch, 
published by American Baptist C hurches 
in the U. S.A.) 0 

welcome change from the labels I had ac­
quired at home and school: di fficult, 
mouthy and headstrong. 

Mrs. Burgess concentrated on the posi­
tive. It felt special to have someone cheer­
ing me on from the sidelines . 

Louise Burgess was a preschoo l Sunday 
school teacher who approached her task 
as an important mission. She invested 
time and love in her pupils. The dividends 
did not mature rapidly, but they were im­
measurable. (Reprinted with permission 
from THE LOOKOUT, © 1979, the 
Standa rd Publishing Company.) 

The program is finished . 
The people a ll walk away. 

You stand and wish 
That they would stop 
And talk to you 
For a little while . 

Maybe it 's your breath, 
Tainted with beer, 
Or your unshaven face 
And dirty old clothes 
That drives them on. 

But isn 't it a shame 
That they can't see past that 
To the person inside 
Crying out for help? 

A person just like me, 
Who lo ves and who hates , 
Who hurts just as I do . 

Little o ld man sitting on the park bench, 
Why a m I laughing at you? 0 

Abraham 
Lincoln Said It 
"I have a lways thought that all men 
should be free; but if any should be 
slaves, it sho uld be first those who desire 
it for themselves, and secondly those who 
desire it for others. Whenever I hear any 
one arguing for slavery, I feel a strong 
impulse to see it tried on him personally. " 
Happy Birthday! Mr. Lincoln. 

Sentence 
Sermons 
Greatest handicap ... Fear 
Best day .. . Today 
Greatest mistake .. . Giving up 
Greatest stumbling block ... Ego 
Easiest to do ... Find fault 
Top comfort . . . Work well done 
Greatest need .. . Common sense 
Best gift ... Forgiveness 
Greatest knowledge ... God 
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Tributes to Edward 1 Russell 1893-1979 
A Talented 

Man 
by Kenneth W. Miller 

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with a ll they heart, and with a ll thy soul , 
and with all thy mind ... 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 

Ed Russell took these scriptural pre­
cepts into his heart and lived by them. His 
life, his character and the manner in 
which he cond ucted his affairs plainly at­
test to an unswerving fidelity to the two 
commandments which our Savior himself 
declared to be ''all the law.•' 

When a man employs his talents in ac ­
cordance wi th such purpose, he must in­
evitably succeed, and Ed was a success in 
business . He labored hard and well at 
what he did, and he prospered , often ex­
pressing his contempt for shoddy work or 
half-hearted and irresponsible perform­
ance. An astute business sense enabled 
him to recognize opportunities and capi­
talize on them. But the acquisition of ma­
terial things was never allowed to in ­
tervene in his determination to serve his 
God. There are many whose lives a re 
marked by accomplishment above the or­
dinary, but I am convinced that Ed 
derived a special joy from the idea that he 
was conducting himself as a good stew­
ard, working with and for the Lord. And 
as time went on, he gave increas ingly of 
substance and time to his local church 
and others, and to the wider aspects of 
our Conference enterpri se. 

Lay people wit h such specia l ta lents 
and insights are sorely needed in the 
work, so it is not surpri sing that Ed was 
soon drafted for service on the Finance 
and the Investment Committees of the 

Ken Miller is chairman of the N.A .B. 
Conference Investment Committee. He 
fives in Brookfield, WI. 
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Mr. Edward J. Ru ssell in his earlier years. 

North American Bapt ist Conference. He 
accepted these addit ional responsibilities 
with the same dedication and determina ­
tion that marked his approach to any 
task . In our sessions he expressed himsel f 
in concise and direct fashion, a lways to 
the point. I shall always remain deeply 
appreciative of his very substantial help 
in carrying out the work of the commit­
tees, a nd reca ll with fond amusement the 
fact that often hi s suggest ions , opinions 
and decisions were rendered with a touch 
of wry humor, that in no wise de tracted 
from their fundamenta l good sense . What 
a delighfu l and grat ify ing experience it 
was to serve the Lord in the company of 
this brother! 

In recent years Ed was compelled to 
curta il act ive participation in these a f­
fairs, but his interest never diminis hed. 
Now he has fou nd rest . For a time we 
shall grieve over thi s separation, bu t look ­
ing to that great day of promise, we know 
that the glad memory of him wi ll ever en­
dure in our hearts and that the influence 
of his life on our Conference a nd each 
one of us wi ll not fade. 0 

A Valuable 
Man 

by Frank H. Woyke 

In recen t years I have had the sad expe­
rience of bidding final fa rewell to a num· 
ber of friends with whom I had the priv­
ilege of being a ssociated in the work of 
our Conference. The latest of these was 
M r. Edward J . Russell of Grosse Poin te 
Woods , Michigan, who passed away on 
Dec. 7, 1979. 

Ed Russell was born in Poland on Oct. 
16, 1893. At the age of fifteen he accepted 
J esus Christ as his persona l Savior and 
was baptized by Pastor Henke. Although 
he had a happy youth o n the family farm 
in Poland, he came to the conclusion that 
it would be very difficult to establish 
himself there. 

In the spring of 1914, at the age of 
twenty, he decided to emigrate to the 
Uni ted Sta tes, specifically to Detroit, Ml. 
At the time it was his intention to remain 
in America only until he would save 
enough money to return to Poland and 
buy a farm there. As the train was s peed­
ing toward the harbo r , where he was to 
board his ship, he made an important 
deci sion, one that was to influence his 
whole life: praying for success in his 
undertaking, he promised God tha t he 
would endeavor to be a faithfu l steward 
all hi s life. The las t t ime we had lunch 
together he relat ed this exper ience to me 
and that he had always tried to keep that 
p ledge. 

Arriving in Detroit, he soon found a 
spirit ual home as a member of Burns 
Avenue Baptist Chu rch, now Grosse 
Pointe Baptist Church . H is original plan 

Dr. Frank H . Woyke, N .A .B. Conference 
executive secretary from 1946 to 1968, 
fi ves in retirement in Southbury, Connec­
ticut. 

of returning to a farm in Poland, how­
ever, was destined to be thwarted . First 
came the outb reak of World War I, which 
made his plan impossible, at least for a 
time. Of more importance to Edward per­
sonally, however, was a visit to a service 
at the Second German Baptist Church of 
Detroit in 1916. Although he later did not 
remember much about the service itself, 
he was very much impressed by a lovely 
young lady of eigh teen , who sang a solo. 
It was Anna Petrat, a native of Lithuania. 
Soon he was courting Anna, and on Nov . 
25, 1919, they were ma rried . 

Edward Russell 's first work in Detroi t 
was as a carpenter and floor layer. Being 
a creati ve and am bi tious young man, he 
was soon in bus iness for himself as a 
residentia l builder. His business pros­
pered, so that his fir m eventually built 
thousands of attract ive homes in the 
Grosse Pointe area . In recent years his 
two sons have been carrying on the 
business . 

His work for his church and denomina­
tion was very important to him. In his 
church he served in many capacities: he 
sang in the choir, taught a young men~s 
Sunday school class, and served as a trus­
tee. Natura lly, he played a major role in 
the relocation of the church to G rosse 
Pointe Woods. The Russell s have also 
long been generous contributors to the 
work of their church. 

My own association with Edward Rus­
sell was , o f course, primarily in the work 
of our Conference. He first became 
prom inent in the Cent ral Conference a nd 
as a member of the General Council. It 
soon became obvious that he ought to be 
making a vi ta l contribution to the 
Finance Committee . When his name was 
first men tioned some hesitated, for it 
was well known 

1

that Edward Russell was 
a man of st rong views and that he had the 
courage to express them . It was then 
pointed out that such men were exactly 
what we needed. Soon he became a highly 
va lued member o f the Finance Commit­
tee. To be s ure , he expressed his opinions 
forcefully and with conviction; but he 
never hesi tated to cooperate, when the 

final vote did not turn out as he might 
have wished. 

His expertise became especially valu­
able in situations such as the one tha t 
faced the Chris tian T raining Institute, 
now North American Baptist College, be­
fore its relocation. The a lu mni of the 
school wanted to purchase, at a very 
favorable price, 27 acres of farm land 
some miles south of Edmonton. There 
was considerable opposition in the Gen­
era l Council , but after Brother Russell 
had gone to stud y the si tua tion and made 
a favorable report, the purchase was ap­
proved. All who view the beautiful cam ­
pus today surely must thank God for the 
decision that was made. 

Mourning Brother Russell 's passing are 
his wife Anna; his three chi ldren-Esther , 
Edward J. Jr., and Richard; nine grand­
children as well as a number of great­
grandchildren . Joining them and sup­
porting them in prayer are thousands of 
North American Baptists who knew and 
loved Edward J . Russell. 0 

An 
Achieving 
Man 
by G. K. Zimmerman 

Mr . Ed Russell was a man of God who 
had genuine concern for the advancement 
of the Lord 's work. His special gift from 
God was to manage well his own con­
struction corporation , which made him 
an expert financial counselor . 

My visits to the home o f Ed Russell 
dates back to 1938, when I was a guest in 
their home as a sem inary st udent. Over 
the four decades, I visited in the home o f 
the Russells on numerous occasions and 
always found Brother Russell keenly in­
terested in the welfare of the Conference. 

Dr. Gideon K. Zimmerman is past ex­
ecutive secretary of the N .A. 8. Confer­
ence. He now works as Estate Planning 
Counselor for the Conference. 

He wanted to know how our mission min­
istries for Christ were doing a t home and 
overseas. Since he served on several Con­
ference committees, including Finance 
and Investment Committee and the Gen­
eral Council, he used his experience of a 
successful businessman also to further the 
ministries of Christ through the Confer­
ence. In retrospect, if his recommenda­
tions regard ing financial matters in the 
Conference had been more fully fol­
lowed, there would have been greater 
capital gains in some of the funds held by 
the Conference. 

Brother Russell was also highly re­
garded in his own church and commu­
nity. A special "Ed Russell Day" Service 
was held a few years ago in the Grosse 
Pointe Baptist Church, in which both the 
church and civic leaders honored him for 
his developmental help in the community 
and church. The achievements of this 
devout and dedicated ·man o f God were 
highlighted. It was good to be present at 
such a gathering and sense the fact that in 
our lifetime there are men of valor, cour ­
age and unwavering faith, who stand firm 
upon the foundation of the teaching of 
God's Word. 

Mr. Russell and his beloved wife, 
Anna, who survives him, also had a 
burden to preserve for the future genera­
tions the his torical ongoings of the 
N.A.B. Conference. To achieve this, they 
committed themselves to underwrite a 
goodly portion of the cost for research 
and publishing of the N .A. B. Conference 
history . This book under the authorship 
of a good friend o f the family, Dr. Frank 
H . Woyke, was published in 1979 and is 
entitled, HERITAGE AND MINISTRY 
OF THE NORTH AMERICAN BAP­
TIST CONFERENCE. 

My own life and the li ves of many 
others have been influenced and moti­
va ted for greater service for Christ be­
cause the man, Ed Russell, crossed our 
pathways these many times in the past. 
Words from the Scripture, which I shared 
at the Memorial Service, serve well as a 
farewell testimony for our Brother Rus­
sell: " I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me a l that day: 
and not to me only , but unto all them a lso 
that love his appearing" (II Timothy 4:7, 
8). 0 
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CHURCH 
EXTENSION 
PROJECT 

Land 
Available­

Money Needed 
by Larry Messer 

Fel lowship Bible Hour. 

Evangelism, discipleship and prayer constitute the main 
thrust of the ministry of Fellowship Bible Church in Kala­
mazoo, MI. Since April 1979, the church has canvassed 
over 230 homes in its immediate community. The results 
have been very gratifying. One of the couples that was 
reached through an evangelistic Bible study has been in 
fo llow-up studies for several months . They a re m emorizing 
Scripture on a regular basis and have taken part in our call­
ing program. Presently we are recontacting a nd starting 
Bible studies with those who said they were interes ted . We 
have one evangelistic Bible study in progress with one cou­
ple and anticipate th eir salvation soon. Three couples from 
our congregation are actively involved in doing evangelism 
and in discipleship training. 

Fellowship Bible Church is located in O shtemo Town­
ship of K_alamazoo, MI. The predicted growth rate for 
Oshtemo is 40,000 more by the year 2000. Oshtemo is a 
young fa~ily community with many new h omes a nd apart­
ments _going up. D uring the fa ll of 1976, the work was 
begun m Oshtemo, which had no evangelical w itness . The 
church became a part o f th e Michigan Associatio n in the 
fall of 1977 and has g reatly appreciated the prayers and 
support o f the Association. 

The obje~tives of ~he church a re t hreefold: To promote 
and engage m (1) active evangelism; (2) active discipleship ; 
and (3) to promote and grow in maturity in the areas of 

The Rev. Larry Messer is pastor of Fellowship Baptist 
Church, Kalamazoo, MI. 
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Pastor Mer,ser with attentive congregation. 

Children presen ting the first church Christmas program. 

biblical love, faith and ho pe. In the three years o f our exis ­
tence, God has sustained the church in difficult circum­
stances and taught u s the importance of obeying him and 
not trying to please men . God is beginning to solidify the 
ministry of discipleship at our church, a nd we are enjoying 
a s tability and unity that we have not experienced before . 
Our p eople a re now more concerned with reaching out to 
others than in having their own needs met. 

On Dec. 9, 1979, the fellowship unanimo usly voted to 
purchase nine acres of land that the Lord has provided for 
u s. There is a beautiful large two -story ho me on the land 
with swimming pool and a ttac hed three-car garage. This 
facility w ill m o re than mee t o ur present need s, make us vis­
ible in the community , and give us plenty of ac reage to 
build on later. An acre in O shtemo is selling for $15,000. 
This C hristian owner is willing to sell the nine acres and his 
$90,000 home to u s for only $139,000. In order to purchase 
this facility we need your assistance. W e be lieve that God 
wants us to h ave this facilit y so that we can e ffectively 
reach O shtemo for Christ. We appeal to a ll of our fellow 
North American Ba ptist C hurch es to support us fin a nci­
ally in this project. Without your he lp we will no t be able 
to purchase this facility. If each churc h in the Conference 
would give $2.50 pe r m ember toward this project we could 
purchase it a nd have n o debt. 
W~ apprecia te your pray:rs and financial support for us 

at. this time. Send your gifts designated for Fellowship 
Bible. C hurch , . Kalamazoo, M ic higan, to the North 
Amencan Baptist Conference, 1 So. 210 Summit Av 
Oakbrook T er race, IL 60181. O e., 

WEDDING ANN IVERSARI ES 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Buch holz, members 
of Terrace Heights Baptist Church, Spo­
kane, WA, celebrated thei r 70th wedding 
anniversary on Dec . 22, 1979. 

Mr . a nd Mrs . Ruben Kolschefski 
(Magdalena Kandt) celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversa ry on Oct. 21, 1979, at 
Rosenfeld Ba ptist Church of Rural 
Drake, ND, in which they got married on 
Nov. 28, 1929, a nd where they a re still ac­
tive members. The Rev. Myrl Thiesies 
was master of ceremonies, which con­
sisted of devotions, songs, family history, 
poems by the three grandsons and a con­
gratulatory poem read by their son, Ver­
non . A duet , "My God and I," was sung 
by the Rev. and Mrs. Thiesies. A buffet 
supper fo llowed the program. About 150 
guests a ttended. Mr . Kolschefski served 
for many years as Sunday school teacher 
and deacon and now is honorary deacon. 

Mrs. Kolschefski is a member of the 
Ladies Miss ion Society. Their son , Ver­
non, a nd wi fe, Gera ldine, grandsons, 
Alvern , Dean and Leon , hosted this 
event. 

PARMA, OH . Redeemer Baptist Church 
enjoyed a Family Li fe Conference with 
Dr. Henry Brandt. Visit ors from the sur­
rounding a rea also attended. Dr . Brandt 
was interviewed on the local Moody sta­
tion giving him the opportuni ty of sha r­
ing his advice for couples from Phil. 2:2, 
" ... be likeminded." Two people can be 
headed in the same di rection physicall y. 
but unless they are "likeminded" they 
aren't rea lly together . Dr . Brandt hopes 
to min ister in Africa for about six months 
in 1980. (Ruth Strauss, reporter.) 

WESSINGTON SPRI NGS , SD. Last 
November the Immanuel Bapt ist Church 
had the priv ilege of having Mr. Dann y 
Grueneich , a young man of our N.A.B . 
Conference , in our chu rch for Deeper 
Spiritual Life Meetings. It was a t rem e~ ­
dous time of bless ing and spi ri tual revi­
va l. Danny is the son of the Rev. ~e.uben 
Grueneich one of our N.A.B. ministers 
present ly ~astoring o ur ch urch ex tension 

our conference in action 
work in Rock Rapids, IA. Da nny has 
been called of the Lord to a unique minis­
try of music a nd testi mony, whereby he 
shares the life-changing power of the gos­
pel of Jesus Christ. His ministry and 
fri endly personality appeals to young and 
old alike, and his puppets have a message 
for children too. 

Danny has been ministering for the 
Lord for about a year. He sang at our re­
cent Bismarck Triennial Conference. He 
seeks, above all, to honor the Lord Jesus, 
to call people to fa ith in Christ, and to en­
courage fellow Christia ns in their walk of 
d iscipleship. Danny quickly became a be­
loved part of our church family. 

Danny's motto or theme of ministry, 
"Singing the Shepherd 's Song ," is one 
that speaks highly of love for Christ and 
his desire to share that love wi th others. 
(Darwin Stahl , pastor .) 

LA SALLE, CO. On Nov. 11, a beauti ful 
stained glass window with an open Bible 
pictured in it was dedicated to God in the 
First Bapt ist Church in memory of Wil­
liam Roth . May the beauty of this win­
dow renect our reverence to God in our 
wors hip services. 

On Nov. 18, a turkey dinner was held 
as a farewell fo r the Rev. Ron and Mary­
a nn Stevens. After d inner a program was 
presented by Deacon Gotlieb Vogel. The 
Triumphs Ladies Trio sang, the Rev. 
Phillips read Scripture and spoke, as well 
as several church officers . We sincerely 
thank Pas to r Ron a nd Maryann for their 
work here in LaSalle a nd wish them 
God 's blessings in their new work. (Vir­
ginia Jepsen, reporter .) 

BRIDGMAN , Ml. Sunday, Oct. 28, 
1979, our pastor and his wife, the Rev. 
Ru bin Herrmann , Dorothy a nd fami ly, 
were honored a long with new members at 
an evening reception and program for 
five years of ministry at Woodland 
Shores Baptist Church . At the mo rning 
service seven members were baptized and 
ten ot hers joined our congregation by let ­
ter of transfer or confess ion of fai th . The 
Herrmanns were leaving Bridgman to 
move to Lenexa, KS, to start church ex­
tension work in that area . We wi ll always 
be grateful to them for shar ing the work 
a nd blessings of this church extension 
project, which now has a membership of 
132 a nd a new church edi fice which was 
dedicated in May 1978. 

Coming to us from Auburn, Ml , Rev. 
Herrma nn has blessed our members and 
fri ends with biblical preaching, a min istry 
of love, a nd a close personal relationship 
wi th the body of believers. His wife also 
contribut ed to many worship services by 
accompanying our singing at the piano. 
We t hank God for their Christian witness 
to our congregat ion and our community. 
(Ja net Wal ker . reporter.) 

The 1979 Northern 
Alberta Missionary Conference was a 
great success. We praise God t hat several 
young people committed their lives to 
missionary service and that God 's people 
responded ext ravagantly to the o ffering 
goa l. The offering exceeded $20, 750.00, 
and this is a 44 percent increase over last 
year. The spiri t was excellent dur ing the 
conference week , and we thank God for 
his goodness to us. (Rev. Gerald Scheel, 
Missionary Conference chairman report­
ing.) 

GOODRICH , ND . A baptismal service 
was part of the Sunday morning worship 
at First Baptist Church , December 30. 

Five young people were baptized and, at 
the close of the morning service, wel­
comed in to the church fe llowship by sev­
eral individuals representing various or­
ganizations and departments of the 
church. The young people are pictured 
with Pastor Da niel Heringer. (Judie 
Seibel, reporter .) 

MINOT, ND. On Labor Day weekend, 
our church sponsored a retreat at the 
State Park , Lake Metigoshe, ND. This is 
located in a beautiful setting in the Turtle 
Mountains a nd is equipped with out­
standing facilities. Pastor and Mrs. Ron 
Mayforth a nd Pastor Byron and Marcia 
Brodehl ministered to adults and youth. 
A trained child ren's worker ministered to 
children. 

Our theme was CARE- Concern 
Awareness , Reaching, Each. The menu~ 
and arrangements were planned by a 
committee. There was also time for boat ­
ing, swimming, hiking, outdoor and in­
door games . It was a worthwh ile weekend 
of inspirational growth and fe llowship. 

On a recent weekend our church was 
host to Ralph and Martha Nelson our 
missionar ies to Brazil. Friday ev~ning 
was spent with the youth. Saturday the 
ladies hono red Martha at a luncheon 
Delicious food, a n autumn decor and 
special music provided the setting for 
Martha to. share with us, and all appre­
ciated com mg to know her better. 

. Ralph spoke at both morning and eve­
ning services. Both visited Sunday school 
class~s on a progres ive basis. Sunday 
evening an all-church reception was held 
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to get better acquainted, plus the occasion 
of our Pastor Ra lph Cooke's birthday. A 
special cake and remembrances were pre­
sented. (Inez Rhone, reporter.) 

ANAHEIM, CA. With Mr. Lee Mims, 
moderating the occasion, the Bethel Bap­
tist Church joyously celebrated the arrival 
o~ its new pastor and fam ily, Dr. Ray 
Niederer, on Aug. 12, 1979. Greetings 
were extended by various officers o f the 
church as well as pastors of o ur sister 
churches of the Southern California As­
sociat~on of N.A.B. churches. A repre­
sentative of the Anaheim Ministeria l 
Union extended words of welcome and an 
invitation for our pastor to join the Min­
isterial Union. Several musical numbers 
were provided by members of the church 
and a spirit of joy prevailed. ' 

_After a response by Dr. and Mrs . 
Niederer, Dr. Niederer offered the closing 
prayer, and an invitation was extended 
for a time of fellowship and refresh­
ments. 

_We wish the Lord's blessing upon the 
Niederer family, as pastor and church 
labor together in God's ki ngdom. (Eva 
Gooden, reporter.) 

R~ \'.MORE, SK. Special Harvest and 
M1ss1ons Day services were held on Oct 
1 ~· 1.979, with Mrs . Myrtle Wipf, fo rme; 
m1ss10nary to Africa and at present the 
te~cher of missions at Briercrest Bible In­
stitute . The morning service centered on 
Thanks~iving, and we were challenged by 
Mrs. Wipf from Psalm 23 with five things 
we can_ be thankful fo r . A potluck dinner 
~~Mngth . ' e service, gave opportunity 
for fellowship. For the afternoon rally 
m~mbers of the Nokomis Baptist C hurch 
J?med us . The special emphasis was mis­
sions, and we were again challenged to 
~:e up our responsibili ties in this a rea . 

e challenge of the day was evidenced in 
a_n excellent offering for our N A B . -
s1on w k . · · . mis 

. or · The special music in both ser-
~~ces ~as also a part icular blessing. A fel­

wsh1p lunch brought the afternoon to a 
close. (Dorothy Lemke, reporter .) 

KESWICK, NJ. A rather unique subject 
was developed by Mrs . Dot Worth in 
three sessions at our 16th annual ret reat 
of_ the Atlantic Association Women's 
M1ss1onary Fellowship. Mrs . Worth, best 
~own for her minist r y th rough 
f OMEN ALIVE radio broadcast (heard 
ive days each week in eleven states) was 

our guest speaker for the weekend. 
Our retreat was held again in Keswick 

NJ, Nov. 2-3, 1979, "where God speak ~ 
to hearts," and the theme was, "Trium ­
phan_t in Christ." Mrs. Worth cha llenged 
u_s wi_th messages from the book of 2 Co­
rinthians. Our theme verse for the week­
end was 2 Cor. 2: 14, which tells us about 
the arena in which God has placed his 
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church to function, to bear witness a nd to 
rescue the perishing. 

The beauty of Keswick grounds , fel­
lowship with one another, music, good 
meals, and thought-provoking messages 
a ll make the retreat a time of special and 
spiritual blessing. There were 117 ladies 
who attended and our missionary offer­
ing amo unted to $400.00 (Mrs . Lynda 
Kosik, secretary.) 

CORN, OK. Our retiring pastor, the Rev. 
Albert Epp, is on the left with the pastor­
elect, the Rev. Tom Klose, in the center 
and the Rev. Connie Salios to the right , 
who was guest speaker during the Okla­
homa Fellowship which we hosted Nov. 
2-3 , 1979, and for our Harvest Thanks 
Festival. 

The Calvary Baptist Church of Corn, 
OK, hosted the Oklahoma Fellowship 
with pastors, delegates , a nd member rep­
resentation from six ch urches . Gues t 
speakers were Rev. Milton Zeeb, area sec­
retary; the Rev. Connie Sal ios , head ­
quarters ; and Dr . and Mrs. Earl Ahrens , 
missionaries in the San Luis Valley, Co. 
On Nov. 4, 23 observed our Harvest 
Thanks Festiva l with the Rev. Salios 
speaking in the morning worship and in 
the evening at the dinner. Special music 
was a piano solo by our choir director , 
Joel Haas, and voca l solo by Miss Kim ­
mie Evans . The dinner prayer was given 
by our pastor-elect, the Rev. Tom Klose, 
who with his wife, Regina , took over the 
pastorate of our co ngrega tion in January· 
Mr. Klose, a 1979 spring graduate of the 
Southwestern Seminary, Fort Wort h , 
TX , with a Master of Theology has ac­
cepted his first pastora te and is looking 
forward with great joy to become part of 
the N .A.B. Conference. Pastor Epp is 
ret iring but will remain in o ur fe llowship. 
(Greta Nikkel, church clerk .) 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN . Sunday after ­
noon , Sept. 16, 1979, mem bers and 
friends of Faith Baptis t C hurch, gathered 
to offic ia lly welcome Pas tor a nd Mrs . 
Harvey Mehlhaff, Mark a nd J ill to our 
church . Pasto r Mehlhaff began his minis-

try a t Faith on Wednesday , Sept. 5. Alvin 
Quiring, modera tor, officia ted in the ser ­
vice. Pastors of N.A.B. churches a lso 
part icipated. Greetings were brought by 
Dr. Peter Fehr, Mi lton Hildebrandt and 
the Rev. Anthony Guenther. A buffet 
supper followed the service. All o f the 
Twin C it ies a rea N.A.B. churches were 
represen ted. 

On Sunday evening, Oct. 14, Mr. C. 
Edward Thomas o f Bethel College , gave a 
concert on the new Allen digita l computer 
organ at Fai th Bapti st Church. Mr. 
Thomas is well known for his musical a r­
tistry as a concert pianist and organist, 
com poser and conductor . The program 
he presented included " music for every­
one's taste." (Ellen Lehr, reporter.) 

CHANCELLOR , SD. November 11 was 
a n exciting day for First Baptist C hurch 
as we broke ground for our new ch urch 
building. The morning worship service 
emphasized the consecration of wor­
shipers , the appreciation of our heri tage, 
the recognizing of our foundation and the 
dedication of tithes and offer ings. Pas tor 
Richard Perso n and numerous laypeople 
and the choir s hared in the four segments 
of the service. The actual groundbreaking 
followed immediately as we moved in a 
caravan of cars to the new church site on 
the west edge of Chancellor. 

The 15,000 square ft. structure location 
had been staked out previously a nd the 
approximate location of the pu lp it had 
been determi ned. Using an old fas hioned 
"walki ng-plow" with six ropes attached, 
a furrow was plowed in each of fo ur di­
rections beginning from the pulpit loca­
tion. Each furrow indicated a particular 
area of the new bui ld ing for worshi p , 
educati on, fe llowship a nd adm inistra­
tio n . 

Pulling on each of the ropes to break 
the ground was a member of the Building 
Committee and a member o f the Finance 
Committee with the chairman of each 
holding the plow. Friends a nd members 
in attendance pulled o n the ropes wit h the 
committ ee members in an express ion of 
cooperation. 

God granted us a beaut iful mild fa ll 
day fo r th is memorable event in the life of 
our church. When the ground was broken 
the fur rows o f newly plowed earth were in 
the form of a cross indicating the central 
theme of the Gospel of Chri st and the 
purpose for which the church is being 
built . 

The offering fo r the bui lding fund 
totaled $86 ,84 1. 93. May God grant us a 
continued unit y of Spi rit a nd purpose as 
we build to his honor a nd glory. (Ray 
DeNeui, reporter.) 

CH~CAGO, IL. A very special bapt ismal 
service was held at the Baptis t Miss ion 
Church , on Sept. 30, 1979 , when three 

candidates fo llowed the Lord in baptism. 
Rev. Peter Duncan is our new minister. 

We welcome him in our midst and are 
glad to have such an able minister who 
can bring God 's Word in both English 
and German and who is very concerned 
with our community outreach . (Mrs. Eva 
Helwing, reporter.) 

CRESTO N, NE. The annual sessions of 
the Nebraska Fellowship convened at 
C reston Baptist C hurch , September 7 and 
8. Delegates attended from the four 
churches : West Side, Beatrice; Redeemer 
a nd Shell Creek , Columbus; and the host 
church . Singing and devotional periods 
were led by the respective pastors at each 
session. T he theme of the Fellowship was 
"New Testament Pattern for Congrega­
tional Ch urch Life," centered on I Cor. 
14:40. Timely and thought-provoking 
messages were developed on this topic by 
the Rev. Fred Folkerts and the Rev. Mil­
to n Zeeb, fo llowed by discussion periods 
led by the local pastors . Moderator , 
William Effa and secretary-treasurer, 
Mrs. Ruth Effa, were returned to office, 
with Kenneth Prang, elected vice modera­
tor . An offering of $464.50 was received 
a t the missionary service o n Saturday 
evening, which was forwarded to the 
General Mission Fund. (Mrs . Ruth Effa , 
secreta ry-treasurer. ) 

LODI , CA. On Nov . 20, 1979, an ordina­
tion council of the Nor-Cal Association 
convened at the Temple Baptist Church in 
Lodi, in order to examine Pau l McNeff 
for ordinat ion . Paul is the minister of 
music at the chu rch. He is a graduate of 
Cal State University, Long Beach , and 
did graduate work at Cal State Univer­
sity , Fu llerton. The council recommended 
tha t the church proceed wi th the ordina­
tion. The ordination service was held on 
Sunday, December 16. The Rev. Wayne 
Bibelheimer gave the charge to the can­
didate~ the Rev. Ernie Rogals ki (clerk of 
the counci l) gave the charge to the church ; 

the mother of the candidate, Mrs. Twyla 
Mc Neff, sang a solo; Mr. Allan Mc Neff, 
the father of the cand ida te, led in the or­
dination prayer; the Rev. Jon Mc Neff, a 
brother of the candidate, preached the or­
dina tio n sermon; and Dr. Kenneth L. 
Fischer welcomed the candidate into the 
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minist ry. Dr. Kenneth L. Fischer, pic­
tured, handing the certificate of ordina­
tion to the Rev. Paul Mc Neff. (Ernie 
Rogalski, clerk o f the council .) 

MORRIS, MB . The Emmanuel Baptist 
C hurch held its annual fellowship supper 
in November . A musical group from 
Steinbach, MB, that served in music and 
testimony, was the highlight of the even­
ing. 

On December 2, we shared in a won­
derful evening of praise and thanksgiving 
as five people were baptized and five 
others accepted into the church fellow­
ship by testimony. The Rev. Morley 
Schultz is the pastor. (Joanne Neumann , 
reporter.) 

JAM ESBURG, NJ . In December mem­
bers and friends of the First Baptist 
Church enjoyed the annua l Christmas 
family dinner held in fellowship hall . 
Bible related quiz games, singing of 
Christmas carols , and a filmstrip entitled, 
" It Began in Bethlehem," completed the 
evening's program. 

Our missionary to Japan, the Rev. 
Richard Mayforth , was with us the fo l­
lowing day a t the Sunday evening service. 
His talk was interest ing and informative 
regarding his work in Japan. He told of 
the need of short-term missionaries . 

Six new members were recently wel­
comed into the church fellowshi p. One 
adult came by letter of transfer from 
Milwaukee; three children and two adults 
came by baptism a nd confession of their 
fai th in the Lord Jesus Christ. Our pastor 
is the Rev. Karl Bieber. (Marguerite Lee, 
reporter.) 

GRAND FORKS, ND. On Dec. 30, 1979, 
twelve people were received into the 
membership of Grace Baptist Church. 
Four came by letter and experience and 
eight were baptized by the Rev. Robert F. 
Penner . We praise and thank God for the 
growth in our church. (Mrs . Bonita J. 
Shambaugh , reporter .) 

GRAND FORKS, ND. During the even­
ing worship service on Dec. 23, 1979, we 
celebrated "Chris tmas Around the 
World" in the Grace Baptist Church . 
Eight countries were represented with in ­
dividuals telling what Christmas is like in 
these count ries: 

Africa, Rev. Bill Keple; England, Mrs . 
Rex (Camille) Thompson; Germany, Ja r­
dell Brose fami ly; Ja pan, Diane Penner; 
Norway, Odd Gjovik; Philippines, Man­
ny Mariano fami ly ; Thailand , Mrs . 
George (Sonny) O'Neal; Vietnam, Lloyd 
Rath . 

Special music, "Away In The Man­
ger," by Mr. and Mrs . Terry Mertz a nd 
daughter , Angela, and "Sweet Little 
Jesus Boy," by Mrs. Kerris (Nancy) 

Wright added a loving touch to the ser­
vice. The Rev. Robert Penner is the pas­
tor. (Mrs. Bonita J . Shambaugh , re­
porter.) 

LINTO N, ND. On Dec. 2, I 979, the First 
Baptist Church held a baptismal service 
followed by the Lord's Supper. The Rev. 
Clyde Zimbelman ba ptized eight young 

men (pictured) and at the time of the 
Lord's Supper received them together 
with two others by testimony into the 
membership of the church. (Barbara 
Zimbelman , reporter.) 

PLEVNA, MT. On Aug. 24, 1979, the 
Ladies Mission C ircle had their annual 
salad supper with former missionary 
Laura Reddig as their guest speaker. 

On October 21, we held our Harvest 
Mission Festival with Jack Martin from 
the Rescue Mission in Billings, MT, as 
our guest speaker. He was also with us on 
October 22 and 23 for special meetings . 

On October 26, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Elmo Tehran and the Rev. and Mrs. Wal­
ter Hoffman were with us for a night of 
singing and inspiration. (Paula Fuchs, 
reporter .) 

GRAFTON , ND. Installation services for 
the Rev. Douglas Sathren were held at 
Grafton Baptist Church on Dec . 2, 1979, 
with Loran Corum presiding. The Rev. 
Ron Mayforth, area secretary , gave the 
charge to the pastor , while the Rev. 
Robert Penner of the Grace Baptist 
C hurch in Grand Forks gave the charge to 
the congregation. The Rev. Bill Keple of 
Grand Forks brought greetings for the 
Northern Dakota Association Ministries 
Committee . Carl Carlson, moderator of 
the Grace Bapti st C hurch, Grand Forks, 
brought greetings from the congregation 
of the mother church. Speaking for the 
Grafton Baptist congregation were Calvin 
Emerson a nd Evelyn Rose no. The Rev . 
Alvin Harsch of Grand Forks brought 
special music. The service was fo llowed 
by a coffee fello wship. 

The Rev . Douglas and Arlyce Sathren 
~egan their m inistry in the Grafton Bap­
~ i st Extension C hurch in October. replac­
ing_ the Rev. Phillip Voss. During the in­
terim, the Grafton pulpit wa supplied by 
pastors Keple, Harsch a nd Albus as well 
as laymen Paul Wright and Lloyd Om-
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dahl , all o f the Grace Baptist Church in 
Grand Forks. Special musical concerts 
were also gi ven by the M arvin Zimmer­
man and Dar lene Derman families during 
the inter im . 

COLUMBUS, NE. At the Shell Creek 
Baptist Church on Sunday, September 
23, the Rev. and M rs. James Wright , mis­
sionar ies on the I sland o f Dominica, West 
Indies, and survivors of the storm , Hurri ­
cane David , shared a graphic account o f 
seeking shel ter and enduring six hours of 
waiting out the fierce winds which l iter ­
ally pulverized the tiny island on Aug. 29, 
I 979. I ts entire economy was destroyed . 
Three-fourths of the populace is home­
less, and it will be two years before elec­
tricity wi ll be restored, water available 
and a banana crop harvested. There is no 
food, housing materials, money or ship-

• 1n • memoriam 
RLJDOLPH. BENERT, 86, was born in Wol­
l' fl ia, Russia, on May 11 , 1893, and died on 
Jvne 14, 1979. He received the Lord Jesus 
cririst as his Savior while a boy and was 
bllptized in Neudorf, Russia, at the age of 

15. While st ill a young man he immigrated 
to st. Paul, MN, and joined what is now the 
Redeemer Bapt ist Church, where he was a 
member for 61 years. He served his Lord 
through the church in numerous ways, but 
is best remembered for his singing. His 
first wife, Emma nee Patel , d ied while he 
was still in his 20s, leaving him with two 
srnall children. Shortly thereafter he mar­
ried Alma nee Bartel on May 20, 1922, and 
enjoyed the benef its of this un ion for 57 
years. He is survived by his wife, Alma; 
three sons: Bob, Bi ll and Dick; two daugh­
ters: Margaret and Laverne; 14 grand­
children and 11 great-grandchi ldren. The 
Rev. Leo H. Reck conducted the funeral 
serv ice at the church. 

BURTON J. FAUL, 47, was born Nov. 2, 
1932, at Harvey, ND. His childhood years 
were spent in Wells County where he at­
tended school. He attended the Harvey 
Mennonite Chu rch where he accepted 
Christ as his personal Savior and was bap­
tized at an early age. Burton married 
Jeanette Hirschkorn on June 2, 1955. They 
moved to a farm in McClusky in 1962. Bur­
ton was called to his heavenly home as a 
result of a farm acc ident on Nov. 10, 1979. 
He was an act ive member of McCl usky 
Baptist Church, having served as trustee, 
Sunday school superintendent and usher. 
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ping; nothing but devasta tion, and tota l 
dependence upon rel ief from other na­
t ions for the people to survive . 

The Wrights returned to the United 
States on a Na vy nying box car , along 
with all other A merican and Canadian 
ci tizens on the island, on September 4, 
leaving behind al l thei r possessions except 
what they could carry in sui tcases. They 
are presently residing in Central Ci ty, 
N E....At one time they had been members 
of the then Carroll A venue Baptist 
Church in Dallas. M rs. Wr ight is the 
sister of M rs. Will iam Effa , pastor 's wi fe 
at Shell Creek. (M rs. Ru th Effa, repor­
ter .) 

MC CLUSKY, NO. The Rev . M yr l E. 
Thiesies r es igned as pastor of the M c­
Clusky and Rosen feld Baptist Churches, 
effective Dec. IO, 1979. H e became the 
pastor of Evergreen Bapt ist C hu rch, Ren-

He is surv ived by his w ife, Jeanette; one 
son, Mark, at home; four daughters: 
Lynelle and Cindy of Bismarck, and Bren­
da and Terri at home; his father and step­
mother, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Faul o f 
Harvey; one sister, Mrs. Joan Kelley, 
Denver; two brothers: Wayne o f Martin and 
Les lie of Powers Lake, ND. The Rev. Myr I 
E. Thiesies offi ciated at the funera l ser­
vices. 

MRS. HATIIE HAIT, nee Landgraf!, 72, 
was born on Feb. 18, 1907, in Roseshcha, 
Russia, and died on Nov. 25, 1979, in 
Kelowna, BC. With her parents she im­
migrated to Canada in 1913. She made her 
home in Kelowna, BC, since 1947. As a 
ten-year-old, she was converted and bap­
tized and received into the mem bership o f 
Ebenezer Baptist Ch urch, Ebenezer, SK. 
On Feb. 18, 1927, she was marr ied to Mr. 
Otto Hai t. This marriage was blessed with 
three sons and six dau ghters. Among her 
mourners are her loving husband, Otto 
Hait; three sons: Al, Donald and Reinhold; 
six daughters: Betty Klym, Erna Weiser, 
Dorothy Unrau, Frieda Dick in son, Joyce 
Jones and Leona Holmberg; 29 grandchi l­
dren; three brothers: Bernard, Leonard and 
Lawrence; four sis ters, Ade line, Alma, 
Ruth and Gladys and other friends and 
relat ives. Pastors Richard Hohensee and 
Ron Habermas off ic iated at the funeral 
serv ice. 

JACOB HUBER, 71, of Kelowna, BC, was 
born on Dec. 9, 1908, in Serath, SK. He 
died on Nov. 22, 1979, in Kelowna, BC. In 
the home of hi s Christ ian parents, he 
made his decision to follow Jesus in h is 
chi ldhood years, was bapt ized and re­
ceived into the fellowship of the local Bap­
t ist ch urch o f Serath , SK. On Sept. 7, 1937, 
he married the former Miss Leona Wohl­
gemuth, with whom he shared a harmon­
iou s married relat ionship for 42 years. Two 

ton , WA. He served M cClusky for over 
six years and Rosen feld for four years. 

SURREY, BC. Dec. 9, 1979, was a 
special day for the Sunshine Ridge Bap t ist 
Church . Dr . and M rs. Herbert Hiller vis­
ited wi th the chu rch fami ly . In the morn ­
ing service Dr. Hi ller spoke, and in the 
evening the King's Daughters Society held 
its annu al program at w hich M rs. H iller 
gave a slide presentat ion. Everyone was 
i nvit ed to meet the H i l lers over a cup of 
coffee. 

Because o f the large partici pat ion, the 
Sund ay school Christmas program was 
held in the Seaquam School Audi torium 
which had been rented . 

We are gra tef ul to God for t he way the 
church has progressed th is year . The Rev . 
C. W iebe i s the pastor . (Margaret Pahl , 
reporter.) 

daughters were born into thi s fami ly, both 
of whom mo urn the passing o f their be­
loved father. Mr. Huber was a Christian 
and ac tively involved in the li fe and 
ministry of the local church. For years he 
served as deacon, Sunday school teacher 
and, unti l shortly before h is death, en­
joyed singing praises to our Lord in the 
male choir of Trinity Baptis t Chu rch of 
which he was a member s ince 1971. Mour­
ning his passing are h is loving wi fe, Mrs. 
Leona Huber; two daughters: Mrs. Bern ice 
Gi lfoy of Vancouver, BC; and Mrs. Lav erne 
Dickau o f Leduc, AB; five grandchild ren; 
two brot hers: Mr. Ph il ip Huber of Olds, AB, 
and Rev. Adam Huber o f Port land, OR; one 
sister, Mrs. Anna Ortner of Tu rner Valley, 
AB. The pastors, Richard Hohensee, Adam 
Huber and Ron Habermas, of fic iated at 
the funeral service. 

EDWARD J. RUSSELL was born Oct. 16, 
1895, in Po land, and was taken to be w ith 
h is Lord on Dec. 7, 1979. Mr. Ru ssell came 
to the Uni ted States just prior to World 
w ar I where he established himsel f as a 
bui lder and an outstanding servant of 
Chr ist. He was marr ied to Miss Anna 
Petra! on Nov. 25, 1919, and together they 
have been act ively involved in the work o f 
thei r church and the N.A.B. Con ference. 
The Russells have one daughter, Mrs. 
Es ther Knopf o f Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml, 
and two sons, Mr. Edward Russell , J r. and 
Mr. Ri chard Ru ssell, both of Grosse 
Pointe Shores, Ml. In the church, Mr. 
Ru ssell served on the Board o f Trustees 
and was appointed as an honorary life­
time member o f that board. Wit h the 
N.A.B., Mr. Russell served on the Finance 
Committee and on the General Counci l 
The t heme for the memorial service was· 
" Moses, My Servant , is Dead," taken f ro~ 
Joshua 1:1·7. ParUcipat ing in the service 
were the Rev. W1ll1am o. Taf t, pastor o f 
Gmsse Pointe Baptis t Church, Dr. G. K. 
Zimmerman, former execuUve secre tary of 
N.A.B., and Dr. Herbert Hrller, minis ter of 

membership at Grosse Pointe Bapt ist 
Church. (See also the three tributes to Mr. 
Ru ssell on pages 20-21.) 

WILLIAM D. SORGE, 88, was born in 
Ru ssia, Aug. 2, 1891, and died on Aug. 25, 
1979, in Lodi, CA. In 1914 he married Mar­
tha Falkenberg in Edmonton, AB. They 
farmed in the Hobbema and Manaik areas, 
moving to a farm at Olds, AB, in 1979. He 
was a charter member of East Olds Baptist 
Church. His wife died in 1948 and in 1950 
he married Lydia Hoffman at Lodi, CA. He 
is survived by his wife Lydia; three daugh­
ters: Mrs. Fred (Irma) Dusdal and Mrs. 
August (Ivy) Weiss of Olds, AB; Mrs. Calvin 
(Hazel) Helwig of Lodi, CA; two step­
daughters, one stepson, fi ve grandchil­
dren, two great-grandchi ldren; two s isters: 
Mrs. Natalie Forness and Mrs. Alvina Fan­
dry of Canada. Pastors Jake Leverette and 
G. Rauser off ic iated at the funeral service 
in Lodi, and R. White at funeral and inter­
ment serv ices at Olds, AB. 

EVA YUNG, 77, was born in Aus­
t ria/Hungary on March 21, 1902, and im­
migrated to Philadelphia, PA. As a mem­
ber of Pilgr im Bapt ist Church she devoted 
her many talents, t ime and energy to 
God's work as well as served in the At lan­
t ic Assoc iation and the larger fam ily of 
N.A.B. Church organis t for 40 years, Sun­
day school teacher and officer in the Mis­
s ionary Society were but a few of the 
responsibi lities that she accepted in serv­
ing the Lord. She had unusual organiza­
tion and management abi lity and was con­
cerned that the Lord's work be done as 
wel l, if not better, than secular work. Our 
sympathy is extended to Katie, her sister, 
and Adam, her brother, and to the remain­
der of the family. The Rev. James Corrent i 
o fficiated at the funeral service. 

EDWARD SCHMAUTZ, born July 10, 1900, 
died Sept. 28, 1979, at the age of 79. He 
was uni ted' in marriage to Margaret Fetter 
in July 1922. They established their home 
in Missoula, MT. Brother Ed was prede­
ceased by his parents, all his brothers and 
sis ters, and two o f his children; Verna, in 
1957, o f an illness and Harvey, in 1970, in a 
train accident. Besides his wife, Margaret, 
survivors include seven sons: Norman o f 
San Bernadina, CA; Don of Ki rkland, WA; 
Marlin and Marvin of Spokane, WA; Gary 
of East Glacier, MT; Arnold and Ralph of 
Missoula, MT; two daughters: Joann Wor­
nath and Janice Wechtler o f Coos Bay, 
OR; 30 grandchildren and 18 great-grand­
chi ldren. The Rev. Hero Ulrichs offic iated 
at the funeral service. 

REV. RUDOLPH WOYKE was born near 
Windom, MN, March 8, 1910. He remained 
in this area unt il 1925, when his family 
moved to Minneapolis. Following gradua­
tion from Bible School, he enrolled in the 
Rochester Baptist Seminary in 1936, grad-

uating in 1939. He began his ministry with 
the Washburn and Underwood Baptist 
Churches in North Dakota, and was or­
dained there on July 18, 1939. Later that 
same year, on November 30, he was united 
in marriage with Margot Cavender of Dal­
las, TX. He pastored First Baptist Church 
of Watertown, WI, for 6V2 years and at the 
same t ime attend ed North western 
Lutheran College, from which he received 
the B.A. degree. For the next 6V2 years he 
served Bethel Bapt ist Church of Salem, 
OR, followed by 13 years ministry wit h 
Temple Baptist Church of Milwaukee, WI. 
Because of ill health he felt led to retire 
from the ministry in May 1968. During the 

next 11 years he worked at a number of 
secular jobs before complete retirement in 
May 1979. 

On Nov. 1, 1979, after a lengthy and 
painful illness, he en tered into the pres­
ence of his Lord at the age of 69. 

He is survived by h is wife, Margot; one 
son, Justin of Stewartville, MN; one 
daughter, Margot Ann Osborne, of Plano, 
TX; three sisters: Justine and Anna Woyke 
of Minneapolis, A lvine Hirsch of Bruton, 
OH; four brothers: Henry and Willis of Min­
neapolis, Frank of Southbury, CT, and 
Bennie o f St. Paul; five grandchi ld ren. Dr. 
Robert Schreiber was the officiating pas­
tor at the funeral service. 

Come to Canada 
and meet the world. 

Thousands of Baptists from all over the world are coming to 
Toronto in J uly 1980 . Here is your chance to participate in one of 
the largest Baptist gatherings ever held . Share your Christian 
experience with Baptists from 138 countries. 

Programs are planned for children of all ages , so you can bring 
the whole family and make the Congress part of your vacation . 

And you can see Canada at the same time. In towns and cities 
all over Canada , Baptists are planning events to offer you 
hospitality on your way to or from the Congress. So no matter 
where you are coming from , plan to stop over for a few days in 
various places and take advantage of this opportunity for 
fellowship . Make some new friends and let them show you 
around. 

-------------------­•• l want to celebrate with the world in Toronto. Please 
1
1 

send me more information. 
I I I D Registration form. (One required per family) I 
I D Tourist information for D Canada D Ontario. I 
I D Tell me how l can take advantage of Canadian I 
I Baptist hospitality on my way to and from I 
I Congress. I 
I I I Please address inquiries concerning housing I 
I and registration for the Congress to: I 
I Baptist World Alliance I 
I 1628 16th Street, NW I 
I Washington. DC 20009 USA I 
I All housing requests must be sent to the Wash- I 
I ington office. The registration fees will be: I 
I For North America Husband and wife US $60 I 
I Single US $35 I 
I Youth 13-19 US $ 15 I 
I 12 and under No charge I 
I All other continents Adults each US $20 I 
I Youth 13-19 US $15 I 
I 12 and under No charge I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

·------------------~ 
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ne11s6uiems 
MEMPHIS 'CHURCH' FEATURING 
SLOT MACHINES LOSES APPEAL 

WASHINGTON (BP)-The Southgate 
Chapel and Recreation Center in down­
town Memphis, TN, is out of business. 

The U.S. Supreme Court has let stand a 
lower court ruling affirming the convic­
tion of Paul E. Vance, who described 
himself as the minister of wha t turned out 
to be a gambling establishment. 

Vance was convicted three years ago, 
sentenced to two-lO-three years in the 
state peni tentiary and fined $1,000. 

Vance argued throughout his lengthy 
appeal that the chapel and recreatio n cen­
ter , sponsored by the so-called Christian 
Church of Faith , was discriminated 
against by Memphis police . He said that 
if the vice squad looked in to his opera­
tion , it ought also to check out local 
c.atholic church and Jewish synagogue 
bmgogames. 

He also said that his church was 
legitimate because it held services every 
~u nday, had a minister , held group ses­
s10ns, helped drug addicts and the ho me­
less , and gave away money to children for 
bus fa res. 

Tennessee's ass istant a ttorney general, 
on the other side, argued that although 
~~e state could not subject Vance and his 
~h urch " to " a test of o rthodoxy or good 

fa11 h, " it nevertheless "can and frequent­
)~ must determine wha t groups and act ivi­
t i~s are rel igious" in the context o f the 
First Amendment. O 

BAPTISTS CALL FOR RELIEF 
FUNDS FOR HOLOCAUST 
SUR VJ VORS IN CAMBODIA 

WASHI NGTON-The Baptist World 
Alliance has asked its 115 member un­
mns/conventions in 90 countries to con­
tribute immediately to the relief of a hol­
oc~ust-by-starvation, that has alread y 
claimed almost half the popula tion o f 
Cambodia. 

Cambodia, a nation of Sourh East 
Asw, had a population of 8 million be­
fore military turmoil moved into the 
country to destroy factories, schools, 
hosp11ats, machines, f arm instruments 
and fishing materials. Only 20 percent of 
the usual rice crop could be planted this 
year. 

Robert S. Denny, general secreta ry o f 
the BWA, said that the population has 
dropped to 4. 7 million and that thou­
sa.n.ds of these are dying daily of malnu­
trition . He said that a consultation of the 
Overs~as Development Council , held in 
Washington, termed the tragedy "a sec­
ond holocaust," comparable with the 
death of Jews in Nazi Germany in the 
1940s. 

Dr. Denny ~aid that the 33 million Bap-
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tists in the All iance's affiliated national 
bodies are being asked to take co llect io ns 
sending gifts lO their national convention~ 
marked for Cambodian relief. 

The funds will be used by BWA 
through Christian relief agencies already 
in the field, primarily for the supply a nd 
equitable dist ribution of food. 

The meeting of the Overseas Develop­
ment Council in Washi ngton made a 
direct appeal 10 President Caner of the 
United States and Secrelary General 
Waldheim . ~f the United Nations, a nd 
asked religious and o ther charitable 
bodies to add their help to government ef­
forts. 

T wo representatives of U.S. Baptist 
mission agencies, W. Eugene Grubbs of 
the Southern Bapt ist Convention and J. 
Chester Jump of the American Bapt is t 
Ch ~rches , also attended. Dr. Jump is 
chairman of the BWA Division o f Relief 
and Development. 

Dr. Jump stated , " The Cambodian 
tragedy represents an on-going need a nd 
contribu tio ns are helpful in meeting 
long-term relief strategies there." 

Jo.hn Ch~y~e of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign M1ss1on Board expla ined tha t 
Baptists have long been at work supplying 
food and med ical service to Cam bodians 
in refugee camps in Thailand . This will 
continue as a regula r part of Southern 
Baptists ' m ission outreach . 
Pro~lems in Cambodia began during 

the Vietnamese war, when American 
bombers overflew the country in search 
of Vietnamese supply lines. Civil strife 
erupted at the war's end, when Cambo­
dian Prime Minister Lon Nol deposed 
Prince Sihanouk. Khmer Rouge commu­
nist forces later ousted the Lon Nol gov­
ernment. TlllS led to a Vietnamese in va­
sion of Cambodia and the destruction of 
Cambodian 111dustry and agriculture . O 

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
RETIRES 

LON DON-Following the example of 
his predecessor, Dr. Do nald Cogga n is 
ret iring in January 1980, a t seventy years 
o f age "to make way for a younger 
man.'' He went to Canterbury from Yo rk 
in 1975. His successor will be chosen by a 
new process. Th e Crown Appo intments 
Com mission, including severa l bisho ps 
and other Anglican leaders, will presen t 
two names to the Prime Minister, who 
will recommend one of them to the 
Queen . 

chuckle 
with bruno 
A gossip is someone who can turn a n ear ­
fu l into a mout h ful. 

MISSIONS 

"The STEER Plan" is a down­
to-earth missionary endeavor 
that gives Chri stian farmers­
ranchers the joy and opportun-­
ity to double or even triple or 
more their giving to missions. 

Every farmer-ra ncher sharing in 
"The STEER Pla n" needs no 
cash. STEER. INC., an evangel­
ical missionary organization with 
headquarters in Bismarck, North 
Dakota, Box 1236, will furnish 
you the money to purchase beef 
or dairy cows, feeder calves, 
hogs, s heep o r the capit~I . to 
purchase gas, seed , fertilizer 
and spray for pl anting and har­
vesting crops, called " The 
God's Acres Plan". 

STEER, INC., is looking for 
farmers-ranchers w ho wa.nt to 
designate profits from this e~­
deavor to the missi~n .of their 
choice. Eighty soc1et1es are 
recipients of thi s work and over 
3,4 million dollars has now gone 
to missions around the world . 

Our miss ion is a member and 
reci pi e nt of STEER, Inc. We 
highly recomme nd this stew ard­
ship plan to you. 

The mos1 difficull ari thmet ic is t he arr o f 
count ing o ur bless ings . 

Folk s who think they know it a ll a re 
a musing to t hose of us who do . 

When a man sees eye to eye with his wife, 
it's a sure sign that his vision has been 
corrected . 

(~~~~~~~~~~~_w_h_a_r_s_h_a~p~pe_n_in __ I 
• Dr. Richard Hows, professor o f 
Church Administrat ion and director of 
Field Education, N .A. B. Seminary, was 
ordained into the ministry on Nov. 25, 
1979, at the Trinity Baptist Church , Sioux 
Falls, SD. 

• Mr. Walter Foth was ordained into 
the C hristi an ministry on Dec. 9, 1979, at 
Central Baptist Church, Edmonton , AB. 
He will become pastor of Temple Baptist 
C hurch, Milwaukee, WI, when his immi­
gration visa has been cleared. 

• Mr. A rthur Pearce resigned as ass is­
tant pastor of Immanuel Bapti st Church, 
Kankakee, IL, effective January 6. He is 
the director of youth at Moody Memorial 
C hurch, C hicago, IL. 

• The Rev. Ron Norman has been 
pastor of Village Green Baptist Church, 
Glen Ellyn, IL, since Ja nuary 6. Pre­
vio usly he served Bismarck Baptist 
C hurch, ND, since 1974. 

• The Rev. Eric Coulon resigned as 
associate pastor o f youth at First Baptist 

Church , Lodi , CA, to become pastor o f 
Bethel Baptist Church, Harvey, ND, ef­
fective March I . 

• Mr. David Stockdale accepted the 
pastorate of Hilda Baptist Church, AB, 
and began his work in Hilda in December 
1979. He graduated from N.A.B. Semi­
nary in 1978. 

• Mr. Terrence Branham is the new 
assistant paswr at Riviera Baptist 
Church, Salem, OR . 

• The Rev. Frank Veninga, pastor of 
Forest Park Baptist Church, Forest Park , 
IL, has given his resignation, effective 
"no later than April 30." The fu ll work­
ing schedule of the pastorate did not per­
mi t him enough time to be of assista nce to 
his handicapped wife. In the future he 
will be available for interim ministry 
o nly. 

• Dr. R. Lee McDonald, associa te pro­
fessor o f New Testament studies at North 
American Ba ptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, 
SD, presented his resignation, effect ive 
wi th the end of the 1979/ 80 school year. 

Zimmer111an Appointed Counselor 

Dr. Gideon Zimmerman, form e r e x­
ecu tive Secretary of the North Ame r­
ican Baptist Co nfe re nce, has been 
appoi nted by the General Counc il as 
a rea Estate Plann ing Counsel o r for 
one year, J a nuary-December 1980. 

Hi s min ist ry w il l be in Ill inois, W is ­
consin, Min nesota, Mic h igan and 
Florida. He w ill w ork o ut of his h o me 
in Glen Ellyn, Illino is . 

The Rev. Connie Sa/ios is secretary 
of stewardship and communications 
of the N.A.B. Conference. 

YAOUNDE CHU RC H .. . 
(Continued fro m page 13) 

ticular to wi tness Christ in Cameroon 's 
capita l city. 

The baptismal service ended with the 
administering o f the Lord 's Supper . 

DIGNIFIED RECEPTION 
In the Cameroon provinces a baptismal 

ceremo ny ends wit h da ncing and feas ting 
in the homes o f the newly bapt ized C hris­
tians . In Yaounde our "a ft erglow" was 

by Con nie Sal ios 

Dr. Zi mmerma n is hig hly qual ifi ed 
for this posit io n b ecause of his 
knowledge of financial matters, his 
fa m il iarity with o ur people, his 
pastoral c once rn, and the confidence 
that people have in him as a man of 
utmost in tegrity. 

We welcom e Dr. Zimmerman to 
this posit io n a nd ask t hat you pray for 
God's bless ing upon hi s e n deavors. 

The Estate Pl a nning ministry is a 
service p ro vided by the Conference 
to encourage in te ll igent and praye r­
ful estate planni ng in order to benefit 

done in a different way. The congregation 
and all newly baptized Christians ga­
thered a t Mrs. Lydia Lant um 's house , 
where they were treated to a reception 
co-offered by the parents a nd relat ives of 
the new brethren and the church. 

It was during the reception that the 
C.B.C. Womens' leader, Mrs. B. Nokuri, 
talked to the women about their role in 
the growth of the church . 

FUTURE 
Even though the guest speaker and the 

He is open to the leading of the Lord for 
further Chris tian ministry. 

• The Rev. Clifford Pederson resigned 
as pastor of Temple Baptist Church, Jan­
sen, SK, a nd became a member of the 
pastoral staff a t Sturgeon Valley Baptist 
C hurch, St. Albert, AB. 

• The Rev. Harold Kokot is the new 
pastor of Bethel First Baptist Church, 
Prince Rupert, BC . 

• The Rev. Jim Dick accepted the 
pastorate of T emple Baptist C hurch , 
Jamestown, ND. 

• The Rev. Dieter Goh! began his 
ministry as pastor a t Mary Hill Baptist 
Church, Port Coquitlam, BC, on January 
15 . He was pastor of Hudson Bay Park 
Baptist C hurch for seven years . 

• The Rev. James Porterfield resigned 
as pastor from the Isabel and Mcintosh 
Baptist Churches in South Dakota. He 
has accepted the call to Washburn Baptist 
Church , ND, effect ive February I . 

Dr. G. K. Zimmerman. 

the indiv idual , fami ly members, local 
c hurches and related Conference 
ministries. 0 

missionaries had to Oy home after some 
hours, the Chr istians in Yaounde, in fact, 
had just started what actually must con­
tinue Cameroon's capital city . There is 
growth in C.B.C. church in Yaounde. But 
what about a p lace of worship? Shall the 
church services continue in the classroom 
of a secondary school? 

The search for land on which to build a 
chapel continues with prayer and pru­
dence. No one, for now, knows how long 

(Continued on page 31) 
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People With 
a Great Spirit 

"Missions-missions ! That's a ll I hear. 
Don't you see that there is so much more 
to be done and said abo ut the Lord's 
work than sending out missionaries and 
converting heathens?" 

I thought I hadn't heard correctly. The 
man in fron t of me had been my friend 
for many years. I knew his zeal fo r the 
Lord. He was a Sunday school teacher 
and actively involved also in other church 
activities. 

"Come on, " I countered, "you can't 
mean that. I know that you rejoice with 
me over any people who become Chris­
tians, be it in North America or in any 
other country of t he world.'' 

INVITATION 

The First Baptist Church, 
Lodi, CA, w il l observe its 
75th anniversary on April 
12-14, 1980. An invitation 

is extended to al I 
former members and 
friends, to join in this 

joyful celebration. 
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" That 's not it , " my friend corrected 
me. " You are missing the point. I AM in 
favor o f missio n work overseas. I just fee l 
that we shouldn't neglect our ob ligations 
here at home. T here are plenty of pagans 
rig ht in my o ffice." 

Naturally , he was right with regard to 
the ma ny non -believers right at our door­
step, or in his office, as he put it. But he 
was wrong in assuming that we had ne­
glected our obliga tions towards them . 

During the past year, North American 
Ba ptists have been involved in a great 
variety of outreach ministries. Even 
though the Church Extension Depart ­
ment , as also all o f the other Conference 
departments , had to curtail its goals , 
there was sti ll an exciting amount o f 
growth and progress right here in the 
U.S.A. and Canada . Both o ur N.A. B. 
Seminary and N.A.B. College had record 
registra tions and gradua ted the larges t 
classes in our Conference history. 

The Church Minis try Department was 
a ble to minister in many churches with 
C hurch Growth Seminars and especia lly 
'Body' Building Semina rs. 

T he Stewardship and Communicat io ns 
Department had the joy of seeing thou­
sands of North American Baptists re­
spond generously to the financial needs o f 
o ur Conference. There was loud rejoicing 
at the Conference Office in Oakbrook 
T errace on January 15 , when the account ­
ing books were closed and it became ap­
parent that North American Baptists had 
not o nly made the budget but ha d sur ­
passed it by more than $200,000 . Praise 
the Lord for faithful brothers a nd s isters , 
who offered substantial help when it was 
needed most! 

Back to missions: yes , it 's true, as the 
N.A.B. Conference we have a missions 
program that is constantly taxing o ur fi­
nancial strength . In 1979, none o f those 
13 missionaries who had to terminate 
their overseas services for o ne reason or 

o0 en 
Iii-..: 
letters to the editor 

Dear Editor: 
Regarding " Putting It Toget her " 

(Dec/ Jan issue), we are very concerned 
about Dr. Zimbelman 's position on the 
ordinat ion of women, and thus , that o f 
our seminary, also . 

The people of our Conference need to 

another , could be replaced . We just had 
to hold back, even though this meant cut­
ting back on exist ing programs. Yet our 
missionaries d id not give in to the pres­
sure caused by financial and personnel 
shortages. They stood their ground, 
teaching , preaching, healing in Christ's 
name a nd for his sake. And souls were 
won to C hrist. The lives of individuals, 
fami lies, clans and ent ire t ribes were 
transformed. C hris t's message of re­
demption a nd New Life was proclaimed 
by North American Baptis t missio naries 
o n four continents. Thus, we have much 
reason to be grateful to the Lord. 

At Easter, there is aga in the challenge 
before us to give sacrificially toward the 
Laura Reddig Eas ter Miss ion Offeri ng. 
Last year, North American Ba pt ists d is­
played a most generous spi rit. In I 980, 
the goal is $300,000. We can do it , be­
cause in the recent past we have proved 
tha t we can climb over much higher 
" mounta ins" -and be victorious . 

What is impossible to be achieved by a 
small group, is a sma ll thing for a large 
group . T he a mo unt of $300,000 being 
brought together by 57,241 North Ameri ­
can Baptists spells out to $5 .25 per mem­
ber. Is this really too much? 

We " dare to ask" God and you for a 
specia l o ffering of $300,000, " for God 
did not give us a spi rit of timid ity but a 
spirit o f power and love a nd self-contro l" 
(II Tim . I :7). 

I wi ll not use this editorial to tell you 
how to do it. My suggestion is that you 
and I, we all together, approach the 
Lord 's throne, bow in prayer o f a dora­
tion and listen to his voice. The Lord 
Jesus wi ll not hesitate to sugges t some 
ways that wi ll ena ble you a nd me to be 
a m ong those for whom the Laura Reddig 
Easter Miss ion O ffering is not a chore, 
but rather a joyful occasion to pay some 
of the debt we all owe our Lord Jesus, 
who gave his life for us. RJ K 

have a clear positio n on this mat ter and 
need to know the positio n of our leaders 
on such th ings . This art icle gave us no 
argument for or against the issue. 

Using a basically biblical foundation , 
we must concl ude tha t there is a 
theological base against th is issue in tha t 
God constructed the Bible with man as 
the head of woman and C hrist as the head 
of the C hu rch (designated by "she"). 
Also, through Pa ul , God express ly for­
bids the practi ce of orda in ing women as 
elders a nd deacons. 

Secondly, the paragraph comparing the 
practice to witchcraft fu rther clouds the 
pos.ition o f Dr . Zimbelma n. If women put 
their desire for leadersh ip a head of the 
desire to serve the Church, they are in­
deed not C hristians . Yes , then the natura l 
result is to turn to ant i-C hristian move-

ments, bu t do we want them leading our 
churches? 

Further, witchcra ft is "anti-God, " a nd 
Dr. Zimbelma n states, it "is an area in 

STEPPING AHEAD ... 
(Continued f rom page 5) 

A recent decision by the Cameroon 
government requi res that all missionaries 
pay into the Cameroon National Social 
Insurance Fund-a program similar to 
the U.S. and Canadian Social Security 
programs. This requirement places a 
heavy burden on the Missio nary Society 

BOOK REVIEWS 
(Continued from page 12) 

pro bably the fi rst church to receive a let­
ter from Paul. 

Beginning with the themes of a life 
turned around and a mission fulfilled, the 
author cont inues with his expositio n on 
love, fa ith, hope, vigilance, discip leship , 
persecution, judgment , deception , be­
liefs , confidence and discipl ine. 

Through these letters Dr. Hubbard has 
presented a n apostle a t work and a church 
come alive. But we see only its beginning, 
not a log of its entire journey. 

THE TABERNACLE OF GOD IN TH E 
WILDERNESS OF SINAI. By Paul F. 
Kiene, Grand Ra pids , MI . Zondervan 
Publishing House. $ 16.95 . 

Th is is a n unusually a tlractive volume 
with its padded cover a nd 40 full -color 
photographs pr inted o n high qua lity 
glossy paper . Origina lly prepared in Ger­
man, it is now available in English, trans­
lated by Jo hn S. C ra nda ll. 

No in form ation is given o n the author 

WOMAN'S WORLD 
(Continued from page 15) 

ing fact is tha t there are 32 new extension 
churches tha t do not yet have a women's 
o rganization. Another interesting fact is 
tha t we have 90 societies using the Ger­
man la nguage. 

Emphasis on the cha nging role of 
women in o ur secular world is present ing 
problem s never before encoun tered 
among members o f our WMF. New in­
sight is needed to help us as leaders com­
municate effectively to keep o ur women 
united and working for the Lord. New 

YAOUNDE CHURCH . . . 
(Continued from page 29) 

it may ta ke to get a suitab le place, bu t 
with everything committed to God in 
prayer a nd support being received from 

which women have tradit io nally been 
leaders ." What does that tell us? 

We are praying for Dr . Zimbelman and 
o ur Conference, as we face this a nd ma ny 

a nd wi ll result in an increased o verall cost 
per m issionary by about l 0 percent. 

Due to heavy inflation and a short fa ll 
in N .A .B. budget income, it was neces­
sary in 1978 a nd 1979 to defer replace­
ment of ten missio naries in Cameroon . 
We North American Baptists have a great 
challenge before us to return our mis­
sio nary number to the previous level. God 
helping us, we should expand in coming 

who has assembled an a mazingly authen­
tic reconst ruction-in scale- of the o rigi­
nal tabernacle and its furni shings. 

One becomes aware of a holy zeal as 
the author works, while studying the 
blueprint God gave to Moses for building 
the tabernacle. The text, which accom­
panies the photos, is from the King James 
Version. 

A set of slides a nd text a re also avail­
able for $24 .95. Either the book o r slides 
could be used to make a fascinating siudy 
o f o ne of the most holy eras in the h istory 
o f Israel. 

THE EXPLODING MYSTERY OF 
PRAYER. By Helen Smi th Shoema ker, 
New York, NY. The Seabury Press. 
$3.95 . 

The key word in this volume is " mys­
tery.'' But for every mystery, Helen 
Shoema ker gives the reader a key. It may 
no t open the door completely, (for who is 
able to understand fu lly the wonder, 
power and beauty o f God?) but studying 
th is book prayer fu ll y and carefully, the 
reader will discover that God's sublime 

a nd old methods o f encouraging women 
to become in terested in WMF must be ac­
tivated . Christia n fe llowship is in de­
mand-for the woman in the home, on 
the job, and especially fo r the single 
woman with and without chi ldren . These 
are some of the issues we a re keeping in 
mind as we will be meeting again in Sep­
tember 1980. 

Our task is large. We are depending 
upo n wisdom from God. We have a won­
der ful Fellowship of 400 societies made 
up of women determi ned to serve the 
Lord. Pray that God will be honored in 
all that we do ! D 

Baptists at home and abroad, we are 
optimis tic that it will not be long before 
we have our own place in which we can 
freely worship our Lord. Your prayers 
a nd cooperat ion are our strength. D 

ot her controversial issues. May we seek 
God's help as we commit o urselves to the 
tru th found in his Word. Mr. and M rs . 
William Menke, Columbus, NE. 

years . 
I believe that North American Ba ptists 

will respond to these needs. The Laura 
Reddig Easter Mission Offering is an 
avenue to demonstrate it. I encourage us 
a ll to consider Jesus C hrist , who endured 
such suffering for us a ll , and to offer 
financial sacri fices of o ur own to carry 
forward the work of C hrist - steps of 
faith which will bring eternal rewards. D 

mystery will become less mysterious. 
The a uthor writes from personal expe­

rience and from the experience of others. 
No matter what your need may be, you 
wi ll find some identification with others 
who have prayed in darkness, in fog , in 
storm and in trouble, un til God revealed 
himsel f. 

Running through it all has been the 
mysterious power of living, persistent, 
passionate prayer, because a few have 
been inspired to care so deeply that they 
have taken Jesus at his word , when he 
said to his disciples, "Pray without ceas-

ing." he 
Helen Shoemaker is the widow of t 

ar­Rev . Samuel Shoemaker , known ~rirtl ew 
ily as pastor o f Calvary C hurch in r'1 t 
York, a nd leader of "Faith a 
Work. " D 

missionary: 
Webster says: an 
individual "sent forth .. . " 
For many it still produces 
images of pith helmets and 
jungles. Actually the range 
of places you can serve 
Christ is incredible. For 
example, Intercristo 
knows of nearly 20,000 
different openings -right 
now. They're openings for 
every kind of specialty -
probably yours! Truck 
driver or teacher , or a 
hundred vocations in 
between -you can get 
complete information on 
where you're needed by 
writ ing or calling. 

Intercristo • 
Box 9323. Seattle. WA 98109 ~ • 

(800) 426-080 7 Toll Free 
In Canada. Box 129 

Winnipeg. MAN R3C 201 
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