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Churches 
Building Churches 
by Stan Johnson 

Starting. new churches is our lifeblood. If we stop 
evangelism through church extension 0 
N.A.B. Conference will die. There is no ~eutr~~ 
ground. We either go ahead or slip behind . 

. we have always said: Starting new churches 
will expand our base for world evangelism. I 
agree! Our total N.A.B. Conference growth is 
dependent on our willingness to trust the Lo d 
and launch out into new areas. r 

For instance, with the energy problems we 
having, maybe the thing to do, now is to bare 
land in the inner cities, before the urb~n po f ~ 
f
tions start shifti~g back to the cities. In thep:e:r 
uture, ~eople will not be able to afford to drive 
~0-40 miles to work and back. The shift is com­
mg. 

Here are some questions I have to ask mys lf· 
Can infla tion stop the work of the Holy Spiri~? · 
Has the Great Commission been amended? 
Where is my commitment to church extens· ? 
Am I afraid to venture out? IOn 
Does the Holy Spirit only work m beauff l 
established churches? i u ' 
What is the solution? YOU ARE THE SOLU­
TION. 
PRAY -WORK-GIVE-SERVE 

Stan Johnson, Tacoma, WA, 
N.A. B. Church Extension Board. 

zs chairman 
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What's It Like to Start a Church? 

Did you ever wonder what it would 
be like to start a new N.A.B. church 
where there was none? How would 
y ou fee l if you were asked to be the 
pastor of a church- and y ou had to 
gather your own congregation ? The 
editor interviewed the pastor of a 
church extension church to find 
answers to these and other 
questions. The Rev. Dennis Kee, 
pastor of N eshaminy Valley Baptist 
Church , Bensalem, PA, agreed to be 
interviewed . He shares his feelings, 
his sorrows, and his joys. 

How did you become involved in 
church extension? 

I graduated from Nor th American 
Baptist Seminary in 1977. Prior to 
that, I had worked for the Dow 
Chemical Company as a chemist. 
During my Seminary training, I 
started a church in Iowa, the Faith 
Baptist Church in Rock Rapids. 
S ince I felt th a t I had som e g ifts in 
tha t area , and 1 enjoyed i t , I fe lt led 

into church extension. Lyle Wacker, 
the late secretary of church 
extension, asked me to come to 
Bensalem, Pennsylvania, to s tart a 
church there . 

How was Bensalem chosen as the 
location for a new church? 
Some persons drew a line from 
Philadelphia, PA; to Jamesburg, NJ; 
to Bethlehem , PA, and formed a 
triangle . They asked the question, 
"Where is the fas tes t growing area 
in that triangle?" T he answer: 
Bensa lem T ownship . This area has 
opened up in the las t 15 years . It 
was a rural area , and it borders 
Philadelphia proper. 

How did you feel the first two or 
three months of your pastorate 
there? 
During the first year, I had a serious 
personal, cultural problem . l was 
not used to the heavy traffic and the 
suspicious nature of peop le. 
Generally, things are done 
differently in the East than in the 

4 BAPTIST HERALD 

Midwest, where l had lived . There 
is a different atmosphere and a 
different way of relating to people 
here. 

How did you begin the church? Was 
there a nucleus? 
We contacted Val and Audrey 
Hastings, who helped us a great deal 
and befriended us. Val is the pastor 
of the Bensalem United Methodist 
Church, and Audrey is a sister of 
Dr . Don Miller, pastor, Portland, 
OR. Through them, we secured the 
use of an old chapel. We started 
two Bible studies within three weeks 
after we got here a nd began worship 
services in this chapel within a 
month. Fourteen people attended the 
first service . Then whenever 
prospects asked , 'Where are you 
meeting?" , we could tell them. 

Through it all, we felt the strong 
leadership of the Holy Spiri t. 
Anything that I say has that 
connotation to it. 

Who were the people involved in 
the Bible studies? 

The first Bible study began in our 
apartment with Ron and Mary Jane 
Resch and Kathy Brennan. They 
had moved into the area and were 
from Fleischmann Memorial Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia. 

Soon Russ Wilkens, a member of 
Pilgrim Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, became excited about 
our church extension work and 
joined the Bible study. He travels 45 
minutes to an hour to attend our 
services. 

Within the first week, I visited a 
nearby elementary school. There I 
met the school counselor, Lois 
Doyle, a Christian without a 
church. Through her, the second 
Bible s tudy began in her home. And 
it included Lois' husband, Robert, 
who later was baptized and became 
a char ter member. Lois, a woman of 
42, had a blood disease and died 
shortly after. This was a tragic 
blow to our ministry. 

"Knowing that you are nol completely alone in the area is grea t. I've encouraged 
people to come to our church by telli ng them tha t we have sister churches nearby. 
Ma ny of the Baptis t churches here are independent . By belonging to the North 
American Baptis t Conference, I make a distincti on. I speak with pride that the 
North American Baptist Conference is not a breakaway group. I think that's very 
important. I'm very proud of our Conference." 

I 
Now there are more than 50 

people involved in weekday Bible 
studies. 

How did your family feel about 
coming to this area? 
We had not experienced apartment 
living, so this was a drastic change 
for us. Most of our furniture was 
stored in Pilgrim Baptist Church. 

After coming here, we said, 
"Lord, you know we were sent here; 
we know we feel we should be here, 
just help us. " It was a daily struggle 
to maintain a positive a tti tude. But, 
at the same time, we felt the 
excitement of starting a new church . 

Shortly after arriving, we looked 
for a home, but found our salary 
was not large enough to purchase 
one that would meet our needs. 
That was a disappointing and 
depressing experience. But with the 
help of the Atlantic Association, 
who cosigned for us, we were able 
to get a loan and move into an 
adequate house in November. 

What problems have you faced 
during your ministry at Neshaminy 
Valley? 
Developing credibility as a solid 
church and building up a 
congregation in an area where less 
than two percent of the people have 
Baptist background. Well over half 
of our people come from 
denominational backgrounds other 
than Baptis t. Our church 
membership, to this point, has 
grown mainly through baptisms and 
testimonies of Christian experience. 
Although recently there has been a 
noticeable increase in transfers from 
other Baptist churches. 

Another problem is meeting in a 
sc/100 1. One of the fi rst couples, 
w hom we contacted , was a couple 
whom I led to the Lord. The 
husband was a n alcoholic "on the 
mend," but he really needed the 
Lord. He and his wife came to our 
services in the school gymnasium 
and decided to join another 
Protestent church in the area 
because of our lack of facilities. This 
has happened a number of times. 
The group that we have are people 
w ho are the called few who can 
look past the school gymnasium, 

where we meet, to the real ministry, 
which we have. 

What needs of people do you feel 
your church is meeting? 
It hardly matters what problem a 
person faces-trouble on the job, 

"l could not build the church without 
the ordinance of believer's baptism 
by immersion. Baptism allows people 
who have been baptized as an infant 
who never had a close relati onship 
with God to say to the world tha t 
they now have a close relationship 
with Christ. " 

trouble with marriage, loneliness, or 
depression. There's a spiritual 
element that has to be sought out 
and identified. Through Scripture 
and the ministry of the church , 
individuals can be helped. When 
people find out that they have a 
spiritual problem, they can deal 
with it on a spiritua l basis and make 
positive progress. 

Many people do not have fri ends 
and are suspicious of one another 
outside of their family. So we 
advertise our church as "a caring 
community:" "Perhaps you are 
searching for fellowship w ith caring 
people, for regular Bible study, for 
peace w ith God, for an opportunity 
to serve. " 

Many people have no hope. After 
talking to a Jewish man , w ho was 
building a new housing project, it 
was evident that his whole life 
revolved around his business . He 
had no hope bey ond this life a nd 
not much for this world . This man 
has now filed for bankruptcy . 

So we advertise that Neshaminy 
Valley Baptist Church is a new 

church that offers a person hope for 
living based on God 's love through 
Jesus Christ. When we find a person 
really in trouble such as with 
alcohol, we can say, "Okay, your 
self-esteem is not very high, but 
God really does love you a nd can 
give you hope in Jesus Christ. " 
People begin to listen, and we can 
talk to them about their need for 
salvation. Through Christ, our 
church has met the needs of people. 

I have noticed that there are 
many people who are really 
hurting-many depressed people. 
Early in our ministry, I made a 
decision that I was not going to turn 
anyone away. That was one of the 
wisest decisions I ever made. 
Because these hurting people were 
accepted, they felt accepted. Their 
lives changed. They feel good about 
themselves, and they have made a 
great contribution to our church. 

Who are some of the people that 
your church has reached? 

Recently, a black lawyer 
responded to an invitation to attend 
our church. He came, and then he 
stopped coming. I asked him , "W hat 
can I do? I want to minister to you, 
and you don't want to come to our 
church, because we are w hite. " I 
said, "Is our church destined to cut 
a small , thin swatch out of the 
population and just be like tha t, or 
are we going to be a mix ture of 
people? Can we be as the Bible says, 
'There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free, male nor fema le, for 
you are a ll one in Chris t Jesus ' (Gal. 
3:28)?" 

He has since returned a nd joined 
our church . His tes timony is Gal. 
3:28. He wants to make that verse 
come true for our church. 

Another man, in his fifties, who 
had been a very successful 
businessma n, went through a 
divorce. His wife left him partly as 
a result of his changed life . He 
recently moved into our area. The 
firs t Sunday he attended our service, 
he responded and came forward to 
join the church . 

Last Sunday I ba ptized him. 
When I baptized him, he wore his 
whole suit of clothes and his shoes . 

I said , "Don't do tha t. You don't 
have to do that. " 

(Co 11 tim1ed 01111ext page! 
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And he said, "I'm going to do it. I 
feel so strongly that the Lord has 
accepted me the way I am. This is 
the way I dressed in the bars and 
every place else that I've been. I 
want this baptism to symbolize that 
the Lord has cleansed all of me. I'm 
going to take these clothes home, 
and I'm going to throw them away. 
I'm a new man, and I'm going to 
put on a new suit of clothes. " He 
was very excited. 

What type of programming do you 
have? 

Most of the needs of the people 
are met through the Bible. So my 
style of preaching is expository. 
People want good Bible teaching 
and preaching. At each service I 
give an invitation. For the past 
several months, someone has 
responded every Sunday except for 
one. 

I teach a Sunday school class, and 
it is strongly theological. We have 
more than 30 in the adult Sunday 
school class. 

We have the home Bible studies, 
which are altogether different. These 
are to support and develop 
relationships. Here people express 
their feelings about their religion 
and their doubts and talk themselves 
into Christ. 

As a result of advertising our 
church, a group consisting largely of 
Catholics got together for Bible 
study . Out of that group, I baptized 
six people. A few more people, who 
had previously accepted Christ and 
were baptized, joined the church. 
Through that Bible study, they 
talked themselves into accepting 
Christ and into baptism. 

That's wonderful. God has really 
been working in your church. 
Frankly, I've never been in a 
situation exactly like this, Barbara . 
It's amazing that there is so much 
excitemen t. Last Sunday, four 
people joined the church. This 
Sunday eight people will join the 
church, including four who were 
baptized last week. 
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How do you involve your people in 
the church, and how do you prepare 
your people for church leadership 
positions? 
Most of our people have not been in 
a church environment. We have a 
strong central church council-the 
only elected body, other than the 
nominating committee. The church 
council members are chairmen of 
various other committees, such as 
the evangelism committee, worship 
committee, membership committee, 
church education committee, and 
building committee. At this point, 
we attempt to involve almost 
everyone in the church on one of 

"'Our church's mission is to improve 
lives, to bring others peace, to bring 
others hope, to bring people to 
Christ, so people will have a purpose 
in life ." 

the committees. The church council 
members receive training by me. I 
pay close attention, and they know 
it. They, in turn, chair their 
committees and motivate and train 
people in their areas. 

Presently, all the Bible studies are 
led by lay people, and they are very 
good. I have worked with all of the 
Bible study leaders to help them 
know how to study the Bible and 
how to conduct a Bible study. 

In the Sunday school, there is a 
regular teacher and an assistant 
teacher training under the teacher. 
Because we are growing so fast , we 
need to do this all the time. 

What can you tell another church 
extension pastor or layperson who 
may be experiencing low morale or 
discouragement right now? 

I guess I passed through a lot of that 
myself. I get a lot of my morale 
from knowing where I am at. Being 
technically trained, I know how to 
read graphs. I plot everything out. I 
know when the church is going 
down; I know when it is going up. I 
don't have to have a sinking feeling. 
If I have one down Sunday, that 
doesn't mean that the whole bottom 
fell out of everything. 

I keep attendance records of 
everyone. If there are people who 
are not coming, I visit them. 

Last August we had an average of 
47 people at church. In February we 
had 100. We have 139 people 
regularly attending now. So the line 
goes straight upl 

How do you build and sustain 
motivation among your members? 
The.Holy Spirit is the primary 
motivator. You sense the Lord's 
leading. 

Ano~~er is giving people 
recogmt1on for a job well done. 
When I lived in Sioux Falls SD I 
interviewed an outstanding' track 
coach, who taught me a lot about 
motiva~'.on . "Give recognition to 
people, he said. 

One time I watched a track meet, 
where my oldest son broke a school 
record. I was elated. 

I walked over to the coach and 
said, 'What do you think ab~ut 
that? " 

He looked at me kind of funny 
and said, "Did you see your other 
boy today? Did you notice how 
much better he did than he had been 
doing?" 

It was the incremental 
improvement that this boy made 
that was exciting him just as much 
as the one who was doing the best 
job. You understand? 

You pep talk people all the time 
at the point where they are. If they 
do something, encourage them. 

Another thing is discipline. We 
start on time. Discipline is very 
important in regard to motivation. 
If you get sloppy, then you really 
go down. 

Hard work is importan t and 
working as a team. I talk about our 
members as a team. When we talk 
about our yearly meeting, I talk 
about coming together in a huddle. 
We're moving ahead as a team-as 
Neshaminy Valley Baptist Church. 

You've talked about recognition of 
people, discipline and team work as 
motivating factors. What are other 
motivating factors that arise out of 
the fellowship and ministry of the 
church? 
Personal contacts are important for 
motivation of the whole group. A 
lot of the people have not had a 
personal contact with a minister. 
Now they say, "Here's a minister 
who came into my life; a minister 
who prayed with me, who is really 
concerned ·about me. He's not just 
coming around for money. " 

I am available to people just 
about all the time. My office door is 
never closed, and people feel free to 
call me on the phone. 

One of the things that is 
important in regard to motivation is 
to appeal to people to make 
decisions for Christ, but equally as 
important is the appeal for church 
membership. Most people want to 
be associated with something that is 
meaningful. Our church's mission is 
to improve lives, to bring others 

peace, to bring others hope, to bring 
other people to Christ, so people 
will have a purpose in life. Each one 
becomes a part of a team that has a 
purpose, and together we are going 
to do something important. 

Symbolism, as motivation, is 
important. Last Sunday, we had a 
baptismal service-one of the 
greatest motivators around. I could 
not build the church without the 
ordinance of believer's baptism by 
immersion. Baptism allows people 
who have been baptized as an 
infant who never had a close 
relationship with God to say to the 
world that they now have a close 
relationship with Christ. Seventy­
three people attended a baptismal 
service last Sunday, where two from 
a Catholic background and two 
from a Presbyterian background 
were baptized. I can't explain to you 
how motivating tha t is to the whole 
group. 

The excitement of having to set 
up m ore chairs in the gym where we 
meet really is a motivating factor. 

Another motivating thing occurs 
whenever people get up and give a 
testimony. They talk highly of the 
warmth of the church; that 
motivates people. 

Your enthusiasm is certainly 
infectious! 
You can tell! I've been on a high for 
quite some time; things have been 
happening in the church. You work 
for a long time, and the growth is 
rather flat - things don't happen. 
You work with a lot of people. I 
mentioned the more than 100 people 
who are now coming to church. 
There have been hundreds who have 
come and gone. All of those people 
have been followed up. It is a 
heartache every time a person 
leaves; even if they only come for a 
couple of Sundays and leave . When 
one looks back, the process is 
exciting. 

How have other churches or your 
Association encouraged you? 
I've been greatly encouraged by the 
two churches in the Philadelphia 
area: Pilgrim Baptist and 
Fleischmann Memorial Baptist. 
which was our parent church. It 
could not prov ide monetary 

support, but the members provide a 
lot of prayer support. That was 
very important. Many times we 
have held baptismal services at 
Pilgrim Baptist Church and 
Fleischmann. 

Knowing that you are not 
completely alone in the area is 
great. I've encouraged people to 
come to our church by telling them 
that we have sister churches nearby 
and that the oldest church in our 
N.A.B. Conference is Fleischmann 
Memorial Baptist in Philadelphia. 

Many of the Baptist churches here 
a re independent; they pride 
themselves in this. By belonging to 
the North American Baptists, I 
make a distinction. I speak with 
pride that the North American 
Baptist Conference is not a 
breakaway group.I think that's very 
important. I'm very proud of our 
Conference. 

I'm very happy to be part of an 
Association. I call up the ministers 
in the area frequently, especially Jim 
Corren ti and Paul Meister. They 
really give a lot of support. Our 
area secretary, Wilmer Quiring and 
his wife Eleanor, have been so 
supportive, also, especially in 
critical times. 

Nobody is going to do your work 
for you, but the Association is in 
the background as a support group. 
Feeling that you belong to a larger 
group helps everyone. For example, 
we had our Associa tion meeting in 
Queens, NY, at the end of April. 
We have a dynamite choir leader 
and our choir was the featured choir 
a t the Association. T hat was just 
great. 0 
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New Churches- Exciting Ventures 
Excitement is the word most 
repeatedly used when speaking 
about starting new churches. 
Whether it be in Canada or the 
United States, the East Coast or the 
West-exciting things are 
happening. Five pastors who are 
chairmen of Church Extension 
Committees in their respective 
A ssociations were interviewed by 
the editor. They are the Rev. 
Richard Hohensee, Kelowna , BC; 
the Rev. Leon Bill, Sioux Falls , SO; 
the Rev. Paul Meister, Philadelphia, 
PA; Dr. Ed Kern, Edmonton, AB, 
and the Rev. Fred Jantz, Stockton, 
CA. They tell us enthusiastically 
what is happening. 

Why is your Associa tion 
involved in church extension ? 
Hohensee: The real thing that has 
sparked church extension in our 
Association is that we have done it 
on a small scale, and we have been 
successful. Lakeview Heights in 
Kelowna started out approximately 
five or six years ago, and now it is a 
thriving church. College Heights in 
Prince George has gone off church 
extension and Associational support. 
We have also been successful in 
Mary Hill in Port Coquitlam. All of 
this has motivated us to launch out 
into new areas. 
Bill: First, the South Dakota 
Association is motivated to be 
involved in church extension by a 
group of people who desire 
fellowship compatible to their 
spiritual needs and a doctrinal 
teaching relevant to their Christian 
faith. 

Secondly, we are motivated by a 
concern for uprooted families, 
relocated in a boom ci ty, rich in 
coal and oil (Gillette, WY). as well 
as the concern to help these people 
cope with loneliness and related 
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Rev. Richard Hohensee 

"We can really reach a lot of 
people in newly developing areas. 
People move in from the prairies. 
Many of them have a church 
background, but a lot of them do 
not. I am speaking only of the 
Kelowna area. We have a lot of 
people with marital problems, 
and people with these problems 
are d riven to the Lord. They a re 
open to the ministry that we can 
establish with them." 

H ohensee is chairman of church 
extension for British Columbia. 

problems. Undergirding these 
reasons is the constraining love of 
Jesus . 
Kern: The tremendous economic 
expansion within Alberta due to the 
whole oil development is really 
bringing a lot of people into 
dormant little towns and villages 
near the ma in centers. People from 
our churches, as well as others, 
moving into these areas, cause us to 
see the need for starting new 
churches . 

The larger cities are rapidly 
expanding, annexing new pieces of 

property, and developing new 
residential a reas . Some of ou r 
people from the older areas are 
moving to these a reas. 
Jantz: The NOR-CAL Association 
has been blessed of God with a 
tremendous unity of spirit among 
the pastors and lay people. 
Sometimes there are differences of 
opinion, but we a re deeply 
committed to the goal of advancing 
the Lord's work through the starting 
of new churches in Northern 
California. Some measure of success 
has greatly encouraged our people 
and given us a boldness to keep 
moving out by faith for the Lord. 

Rev. Leon Bill 

"We have a responsibility to 
Christ to be his witness. Church 
Extension is one way of fulfil ling 
his command to make disciples." 

Bill is the clwirman of the South 
Dakota Church Extension 
Committee. 

The latest census figu res indicate 
that the rich San Joaquin Valley is 
growing rapidly. This is especially 
so in the greater Sacramento area . 
The coastal regions in Northern 
California are also experiencing 
rapid growth. Because of that, we 
need to seize the opportunity and 

D r. Ed Kern 

"I am very excited about church 
extension. In order to develop a 
stronger, broader base for 
concentrated mission to the world 
today, we need a solid 
foundation here at home. There 
are many unreached areas and 
unreached people in the world. 
There are many, many people 
right a round us without Christ 
and that, of course, is the 
primary motivation for any kind 
of church planting. I, also, see 
many ethnic groups that are 
living in our cities with no gospel 
witness. There is a deep concern. " 

Kern is chairman of the Northern 
Alberta Church Extension 
Committee. 

plant the churches now while the 
land is available, and the ministry 
can be established on the ground 
floor. 

What is your Association 
doing in church extension ? 
Kern: Presently, we are supporting 
five churches. One goes off support 
in June. 

The Alberta Baptist Association 
executive committee recommended 
to the Association at their 1981 
session that we begin four new 
churches in Alberta : in Tabor, in 
Airdrie (outside of Calgary), a 
second one in Red Deer, and in 
Whitecourt, north of Edmonton. 

The cost of land causes us 
considerable difficulty, but our 

Association budge t for 1981 is 
$235,000. That $235,000 basically 
takes care of the costs that we have 
incurred in regard to land purchase 
in three other places. 

For any expansion, the 
Associa tion has approved a capital 
funds drive for $1 million for the 
next five years at $200,000 a year. 

Rev. Fred Jantz 

"I believe the uniqueness of 
church extension in NOR-CAL is 
the lack of jealousy, competition 
and misunderstanding that exists 
among pastors and people. None 
of us seemingly are trying to 
'guard our turf.' We feel that one 
of the prime reasons for existing 
is to bank together and start new 
works. That sense of commitment 
makes the rest quite natural. " 

Jantz is chairman of the Northern 
California Church Extension 
Committee. 

That sounds like a lot of money, 
but when you divide it among 6,700 
members, this is a feasible goal. At 
the Association session, an offering 
plate was passed. The cash and 
pledges received totalled 
approximately $20,000. Our 
$200,000 goal for 1981 of the $1 
million drive is over and above the 
Association's budget. We presently 

have a five-year plan, which will 
absorb all of the funds that we raise 
in a capital funds dr ive . 

The Alberta Association has three 
Church Extension committees: the 
Northern, Central, and the 
Southern. I am chairman of the 
Northern Alberta Church Extension 
Executive Committee. 
Jantz: A t the present time, we are 
supervising some works that are 
one, two, and three years old. We 
have three good extension works: 
Crow Canyon, Gold Country, and 
Sierra College. We provide housing 
allowances for the pastor as well as 
try to offer a strong supportive role 
in each church. Since 1974 we have 
started five projects. 

We also have a subcommittee for 
prioritizing new works over the next 
five years. We want to start a new 
work on the average of every other 
year until the year 2,000 (should the 
Lord tarry). To start ten new 
churches, we must continually be 
working ahead in planning and 
preparation . 
Ho hensee: The newest church 
extension project is in Kamloops. 
We already have a pastor there. We 
have put money aside for another 
church extension project in 
Kelowna. We see another possiblity 
for a church in the lower 
mainland- the greater Vancouver 
area. So church extension has really 
flourished; whatever we have done 
in church extension really seems to 
be sucessful. 

T he Associa tion provides money 
for the land for a new church. T he 
project does not sit there by itself 
but has the suppOFt of the local 
committee and the Association as a 
whole . 
Bill: Our first project was Mountain 
View Baptist Church, Spearfish, SD. 
While the church is now self­
supporting, our Association gives 
some assistance toward the pastor's 
housing. Two newer projects , 
Brandon Valley Bap tist of Brandon, 
SD, and one in Gillette, WY, are 
totally supported with pastor's 

(Continued on nex t page) 
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housing and assistance given with 
land purchase. 

How are you motivating 
people in your Association to 
support church extension? 
Jantz: The source of money for 
church extension has been through 
several avenues. One has been 
outright gifts by churches. On an 
ongoing basis, we assess ourselves 
so many dollars per year (at the 
present time, $14 per year per 
member), which goes to NOR-CAL 
to both service the present work as 
well as to continue the establishment 
of funds, which we seek to provide 
the pool for further works. 

Land Banking is a high priority 
for these future sites. We a re trying 
to develop a pool of limited 
investors who would help us achieve 
that goal, plus also incurring a 
reasonable profit for their 
investment. 
Hohensee: We have three local 
committees, one in the lower 
mainland-the Vancouver area, one 
in the Prince George area, and one 
in the Kelowna area, to mother a 
project. We are departing from the 
concept of a "mother church." We 
believe tha t it is more advantageous 
to unite our churches together to 
sta rt a project. 

Right now, we are experiencing 
"togetherness" in the Kelowna area, 
as we start the new project in 
Kamloops, 80 miles away . We have 
assessed every church at least two to 
three dollars per member. We 
believe that this will rea lly spark 
interes t among churches and our 
people . 

There is a lot of excitement 
among the churches . Whenever we 
have an Associa tion meeling, we 
highlight the success stories of the 
church extension projects, because 
tha t really sparks a lo t of interest. 

10 BAPTIST H ERALD 

Rev. Paul Meister 

In my hands, you see me review­
ing the two "Church Extension pas­
tor's monthly reports, " which I 
receive from our Middle Island Bap­
tist Church of New York and the 
Neshaminy Valley Baptist Church of 
Pennsylvania. Just five years ago, the 
church extension chairman of the 
Atlantic Association had no reports 
to read, no new area of work to be 
considered and very little excitement 
to convey to the people of Eastern 
United States. 

Things are different now! We 
praise God for it all . One baby has 
become a child; the other baby has 
become a full grown adult after three 
years of prayer, love, and witness~. 
Growing up is rewarding; groWlllg 
up takes patience; growing up is a 
learning process, and growing up is 
what life is all about-even spiritual 
life. 

A mother and father are essential 
for mature growth of a child. Here 
on the East Coast, we have willing 
mothers and fathers for our new 
church extension projects. As our 
congregations at Pilgrim and Fleisch­
mann participate in combined baptis­
mal services with the new congrega­
tion in Neshaminy Valley, led by the 
Rev. Dennis Kee, our family relation­
ships grow stronger. We depend 
upon one another for prayer, for 

Kern: We have developed four or 
five plans for various situations in 
order to get more grassroots, local 
church involvement. Various plans 
are 1) a mother-daughter church 
rela tionship; 2) a mother-daughter 
church rela tionship with associate 
churches supporting a project; 3) a 
cluster of churches starting a 
church , giving finances, personnel, 
materials, prayer support, and time 
in labor, possibly for buildings. And 
4) when the church extension 
council starts a work in a new area 
the Association buys one acre of ' 
land for that project. Finances for 
whatever other land the local church 

asistance, for guidance and for fel-
lowship. . 

Middle Island Baptist Church m 
New York is our youngest child, and 
we unashamedly smother her with 
love. The Rev. Henry Wilk shares 
the Word of God faithfully, can­
vasses the area and follows the lead­
ing of the Holy Spirit in his ministry . 
At one year of age, the vital signs are 
excellent; growth is consistent; prop­
erty has been purchased, and the pas­
tor's home has an open door of com­
passion for all. We trust that God 
will give the increase. 

Meister is chairman of the Atlantic 
Church Extension Committee. 

buys has to be raised by the church 
itself . The church extension project 
is responsible for financing the 
building. Housing is provided on the 
local level. The pastor's salary 
comes from our N .A.B. 
Interna tional Office . We help our 
young churches to feel tha t we, as 
North American Baptists, have a 
God-given responsibility, and this is 
our mission to fulfill . 

From our conversation, it is obvious 
that strong support by the churches 
in an associa tion is essential to the 
initial beginnings of the new church 
as well as for its continued growth 
numerically and for the building 
program. This prayer and financial 
supp'lrt, personal participation and 
encouragement by members of the 
established churches is essential. 

The Excitement of Church Extension by Harry Haas 

Eighteen months ago, we left a gracious, 
kind congregation in Okeene, Okla­
homa. These people helped us in the 
strenuous task of loading up a house­
hold of furniture and then tearlully bid 
us "farewell." We travelled a thousand 
miles to a community where we barely 
knew three people. We unloaded our 
furniture by ourselves. There was no 
ladies group preparing a meal for the 
new pastor and his family. There were 
no invitations to homes for Sunday din­
ner. But now 25 to 30 families make up 
our group, and many might shed a tear 
if we decided to leave. More than a 
thousand people in the community 
know us by name. 

No two church extension projects are 
the same. They may have similar heart­
aches and similar joys-but their ori­
gins, their growth, and their people may 
be uniquely different. 

Church extension in Gillette, Wyom­
ing, is an unusual situation. Gillette is a 
modem boom town with much coal and 
oil. It has a population of 25,000, and it 
is estimated that its population is to be 
from 50,000 to 80,000by1990. 

The people of the South Dakota 
Association became concerned about a 
church extension work in Gillette in 
1977. But the work at Gillette did not 
actually begin until November 2, 1979. 
Its start was preceded by surveys a~d 
trips by the Church Extension Comn:1t­
tee to the city. It was hindered by betng 
a very expensive city in which to li".'e. 
Prospective pastors were either unwill­
ing to enter a field with no nucleus of 
believers, or they were unable to pur­
chase a home. 

T he present pastor knew abou~ ~e 
work for more than a year before giving 
consideration to the call extended by the 
Church Extension Board. Events, that 
were no less than miraculous, provided 
a home and, eventually, a beautiful 
church for the congregation in which to 
meet. These miracles, however, took 
more than a year to develop. 

Where's the congregation? 
What is it like to begin a church 

where there is no nucleus of believers? 

The Rev. Harry Haas is pastor of the 
church extension work in Gillette, WY. 

The first service was well attended by 
people from the Mountain View Baptist 
Church, Spearfish, SD, and three people 
from the Gillette area. This number, 
however, dwindled to one person 
shortly thereafter. Families would come 
for a Sunday, but they did not return. 
Only Dorothy attended regularly, 
besides the pastor's family of four peo­
ple. During those days, tears were plen­
tiful. 

Dorothy is a rare individual; God 
only made one Dorothy. After meeting 
for four months in the pastor's home 
with the monthly average not going 
above fourteen people, Dorothy got the 
vision of what it might be like to have a 
larger attendance. She began inviting 
her friends. Her first real effort brought 
more than a dozen people to church, 
and she continues to invite people every 
week. 

Is land easy to find 7 
The pastor was asked by the Church 

Extension Committee to find possible 
land sites for a future church building. 
Seventeen sites were found. After the 
Committee surveyed them all, they 
turned them all down. The next site 
found turned out to be the one, which 
we eventually purchased. It is a beauti­
ful location one block from a main high­
way, just across the street from a beauti­
ful new grade school in a nice residential 
area. Our church will be seen by thou­
sands of people each day. 

The congregation has prepared and 
set up a sign on the church site inviting 
the community to worship with us at 
our present meeting place and then help 
us to construct a place of worship. 

The building, which we hope to con­
struct in 1982, will cost at least $250,000 
for 6,000 sq. ft. It will seat approxi­
mately two hundred people. 

Who can set a price on a soul? 
Interest rates will have to come down 

before building can even be considered. 
The cost per square foot is almost unbe­
lievable, but when we see the searching 
hearts and the changed lives, who 
would even dare to say we should quit? 
The returns still far outweigh the invest­
ment. Who can set a price on a soul? 

The attendance at the worship service 
is often more than sixty . Peak atten-

dance so far has been 79. 
When Sunday school was begun, 

attendance was sometimes only eight or 
ten. Now, ten months later, up to 44 
a ttend. 

Dorothy, with a vision for a larger attendance, invited 
friends to church. 

There are now Sunday school classes 
for every age group , staffed by people 
whom we have reached for Jesus Christ, 
trained in the essentials of the Christian 
life and challenged to teach others. 

The thrill of a lifetime 
It is the thrill of a lifetime to see lives 

changed, to see a group of strangers 
become a family concerned for each 
other, to see men who were afraid of 
church now serve as ushers, to see a 
recovering alcoholic witness to another 
with a problem he once had, to have a 
regular attender call one on the phone 
and say, '1 asked Jesus Christ into my 
heart, and now I would like to follow 
him in baptism and church member­
ship," or to have a member call one just 
to say thanks for corning to Gillette. 
Over 100 people, most of whom a t­
tended no church sixteen months ago, 
now consider Gillette Baptist Church 
their church home. 

As of March 15, 1981, three baptis­
mal services have been held. My , what 
great things God is doing through 
church extension! 

If it were only possible for every 
North Ameri~an Baptist to be part of a 
church extensw n work ju.st once. 
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A Laywoman Looks at Church Extension byb~~~e 
'We believe we've found more genu­

ine Christians in this little church than in 
any other church we've attended." This 
was the comment of a couple being 
interviewed for membership recently in 
a music room of a junior high school, 
where Hazelwood Baptist meets for 
worship. 

The small size of our extension church 
is its most unique contribution, at this 
point, to the church body, as a whole, 
in our community. The people who 
commit some portion of their time to 
such a tiny group are literally forced 
into fellowship; it's difficult to be a "pre­
tend" Christian in such an environment. 
A deacon of our church likes to point 
out that one does not sneak in the back 
door, sit in a back pew, and sneak out 
again after Sunday service. Every 
warm, breathing body is recognized, 
hugged, and handshaked, as well as 
sorely missed when absent. 

As an individual's personality 
becomes genuinely important to the 
group over a period of time, he discov­
ers that his need to be needed by like­
minded people is met; deep scars of guilt 
and loneliness can be healed within this 
faithful support system centered in 
Christ's adequacy. New Christians can 
be nurtured, because they tend to be the 

Joyce Crain and 
her husband, Brian. 
have been North 
American Baptists 
since becoming 
Christians in 1969. 
While moving 
around the Pacific 
Northwest as Brian was obtaining his 
Doctor of Optometry degree, they were 
members of church extension churches: 
Sierra Heights Baptist, Renton, WA; 
Portland A venue Baptist, Tacoma, 
WA. and Faith Baptist, Hillsboro, OR. 
Currently, they are members of Hazel­
wood Baptist Church in Auburn, WA. 
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center of attention and an encourage­
ment to the leaders. 

However, the positive aspect of close 
fellowship has its temptations. The most 
dangerous is the tendency among the 
members to allow little aggravations 
and personality conflicts to go under­
ground where they fester and grow. The 
people choose not to "go to your 
brother," as Christ commanded, 
because the cost of confrontation seems 
too great in a small group. The fact of 
family-like closeness makes conflict too 
painful. 

The tendency to be seriously affected 
by one another's ups and downs is 
another temptation. Sometimes, within 
a family, we need to support a member 
who is experiencing change, physical 

In eleven years of extension 
work, I see one common positive 
aspect of the ministry emerge: 
The recognition that God is pow­
erful; his Spirit is obviously at 
work. He can, has and will over­
come. 

stress or job pressure, without demand­
ing an outward appearance of happiness 
from him . We become tossed back and 
forth by one another's moods very 
easily, rather than allowing Christ to 
anchor each one of us emotionally. 

Related to this observation, I must 
point out a strong common thread, 
which my husband and I have found, 
connecting our positive experiences in 
four extension churches: Each of the 
faithful people have had an unusually 
good sense of humor. Perhaps they 
brought this attitude into the church; or 
maybe it developed through the 
demands of the small group experience 
itself. However it came about, after 
eleven years of close Christian relation­
ships, I am now convinced that Jesus 
must have had moments of laughter 
with his disciples. 

Family-oriented Activities 
Small size plays a large part in the 

extension church's family-oriented activ-

ities. Potlucks and fellowship dinners in 
homes, Sunday school picnics and out­
ings to visit other churches' special pro­
grams include everyone, one-week-old 
through 100-year-old. Everyone is able 
to fit into one home or backyard, small 
rented hall, or a few cars. Often there 
are not enough leaders to establish sepa­
rate groups for various ages, so the teens 
are forced to learn what the grandmas 
and toddlers have to offer, and vice­
versa. 

The parents find themselves feeling 
responsible for the well-being of others' 
children; simply because they are 
around the little ones so often. Familiar­
ity means a frequent exchange of laps I 

The lack of special ministries of an 
extension church can be a serious weak­
ness, however. Christian teens get to a 
point at which they need the spiritual 
support of other young people who are 
going through similar experiences in the 
world. They need fast-paced, challeng­
ing activities through which to direct 
their burning energies, and adult leaders 
who can wisely direct their thinking. 
Often, the adults who have this ability 
in the small church are already bur­
dened by so many responsibilities that 
they simply cannot expend the time for 
teen work. On the other hand the youth 
have many opportunities to serve and to 
develop leadership skills in a church 
extension church. 

Special workshops and social activi­
ties for singles and senior citizens are 
non-existent in the young extension 
church. It takes many years of growth 
to develop special topic adult Sunday 
school classes; dependable nursery care 
for ?11 meetings; a fairly faithful , quality 
chotr and a library. 

The hardworking members of the 
tiny church can become deeply resentful 
of some who leave in order to take 
advantage of the programs a larger 
c.hurch offers. Instead, they need to 
firmly hold on to the qualities of com­
passion and tolerance, realizing tha t 
Christ himself directs those w ho love 
him into the churches w hich suit 
their needs and in which they can be 
of grea test service to him . 

Various Aspects of A Layperson's 
Ministry 

The opportunity to try one's hand at 
a variety of church "jobs," the responsi­
bility to give liberally and sacrificially, 
the necessity to participate in gatherings 
with frequency and regularity: all are 
positive aspects of ministry the small 
church offers its members. My husband 
and I are grateful for the variety of work 
we have been allowed to attempt in the 
extension churches we have grown in as 
active disciples. 

Nevertheless, as we have become 
more responsible as extension body 
leaders, we have become acutely aware 
of the intense pressure on a few people 
to participate in the entire church minis­
try. A prayer meeting, men's breakfast, 
or music practice demands just as much 
time and energy in a tiny church as it 
does in a large one. Yet, what layman in 
a large church is expected not only to 
fulfill two or three responsibilities but 
also to participate energetically in all 
church meetings and fellowship gather­
ings? ''Burn-out" has been a popular 
term lately, when articles are written 
about police officers, nurses, emer­
gency-room doctors and pastors, but 
the active lay leader in an extension 
church is especially prone to this 
malady, wi thout the paycheck or sym­
pathy of the newspapers behind him or 
her . 

Where does the busy layman find the 
time to develop an all-encompassing 
social perspective, to understand how 
his life as a whole will affect his commu­
nity and his nation 7 

Pastors' Awareness Of Lay Leaders' 
Needs 

The pastors of extension churches 
have the responsibility to be aware of 
the needs of the lay leaders and to 
encourage them in unique ways, accord­
ing to their personalities . Our pastor has 
recently instituted a monthly potluck 
supper meeting in his home for the dea­
cons and their wives in order to become 
aware of their special needs and opin­
ions in a warm, informal a tmosphere. 

The pastors must continually seek 
ways to broaden the lay leaders' think­
ing, to help them see how their activity 
and financial support are directly con­
tributing to community causes, bene­
ficial overseas endeavors, and the 
growth of the greater Church body. The 
pastors will find that this sympathetic 
upbuilding and support will return to 
them as the laymen grow strong enough 

to provide mutual encouragement and 
challenging thinking, remaining not 
only as faithful sheep, but as personal 
friends of the shepherd. 

Lay Leaders to Encourage Each Other 
Likewise, lay leaders must frequently 

encourage one another as well as the 
pastor in disciplined prayer and in infor­
mal discussions over 'coffee and on the 
telephone. They must actively challenge 
one another to read, to think, to take 
advantage of special seminars, and espe­
cially, to rest. As Christian friends, we 
must be sensitive to the quality of one 
another's personal family life. If it is suf­
fering, we may have to go so far as to 
completely disband a non-essential 
church activity or program to free one 
another's personal time. This may seem 
to be a step backward for a church just 
getting on its feet, but I see it as part of 
establishing an unshakeable foundation 
upon which Jesus Christ can build his 
Church as he sees fit and according to 
his timetable in a community. 

The makeup of any extension church 

is complicated-as unique as the indi­
viduals who have committed themselves 
to the work. But through the perspective 
of eleven years of extension work, I see 
one common, positive aspect of the 
ministry emerge. It is an assurance 
which can be experienced only by the 
faithful, by those who have become 
strong through the very fact of the 
weakness of the extension body. It is an 
aspect which one can see only as one 
looks backward over many years of 
labor and tears and laughter: The recog­
nition that God is powerful; his Spirit is 
obviously at work. He can, has and will 
overcome. 

When growth has taken place in an 
extension church, when people ha ve 
joined and remained, experienced 
healing, and become positive in­
fluences in their communities, it has 
been apart from any cleverness of 
man or institution. It has been despite 
worldly odds. It has simp ly been the 
result of faith, zeal, and love inspired 
by Christ .. . because that is what the 
tiny church has to offer. O 
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Church Extension Project 

Changed Lives Priority at 
Richland, WA, Church byLarrvsalsburev 

Changed lives through Jesus Christ is the number one 
priority at Columbia Heights Baptist Church, Richland, 
WA. We challenge people with the words: ' 'Discover Your 
Possibilities." These possibilities are found in Jesus Christ. 

We are beginning our third year in the Tri-Cities area of 
Richland, Kennewick, and Pasco, Washington. The touch 
of God is evident in the lives of the people now attending 
this church ex tension church. More than 50 people are 
involved in Sunday school and worship. The adult Sunday 
school class is larger now than the whole Sunday school 
was a year ago. Exciting ministries, such as the children's 
Bible clubs and women's Bible study , allow Columbia 
Heights Baptist Church to touch the lives of 40 families, 
including the 20 families represented in the Sunday school 
and church. 

Getting to know people as friends often leads to an 
opportunity for ministry. In addition to these families 
reached through visitation, we now see our people bring­
ing their neighbors and friends. We no longer have to 
imagine what our congregation w ill look like, because they 
are real people with real needs, and we love them. Our 
church is no longer confined to our housing development. 
There are six families from our development. The rest of 
the twenty families are from other areas. We encourage 
our people to invite others they know and to make an 
effor t to get to know new neighbors. 

Prayer is the key of unlocking Christ 's power. We often 
realize that our ministry is more effective when people 

T he Rev. Larry Salsburey is pastor of Columbia Heights 
Baptist Church, Richland, WA. 

Part of the rnngregat1on meeting in the school auditorium for Su nday worship 
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remember us in their prayers. It means a great deal to our 
church extension congregation when we hear that people 
from the N .A.B. Conference; the Pacific Northwest Asso­
ciation; our mother church, First Baptist, Colfax; our fami­
lies, and friends are praying for us. We love to have people 
write and tell us they are praying for us. 

We appreciate our support. We receive help from the 
N .A.B. Conference and the Pacific Northwest Association 
for our budget. We are receiving help from the Association 
and First Baptist, Colfax, for the purchase of our new land 
site. We had to trade our land for this new site due to an 
indefinite delay in the development. This has given us a 
much larger land debt, so we are thankful for the help that 
we have received so far. Recently, we received funds for an 
IBM typewriter, office file , storage cabinet and three ban­
quet tables. The Pacific Northwest Women's Missionary 
Fellowship gave us a monetary gift as well. To all we say 
thanks. 

Recently, ten persons from First Baptist in Colfax joined 
with our people and "New Day" to form 10 teams of two 
to canvass the community. Several hundred calls were 
made. 'New Day" presented a concert, which 84 people 
from the community attended. 

You can help, too. Continue to pray for response from 
families and that we can help them discover their possibili­
ties in Jesus Christ. We are ready to begin planning our 
building program. We will need help as we begin our mas­
ter plan and unit one. Our school district is concerned that 
we may be permanent residents, so we need to show signs 
of progress in our building plans. Send contributions desig­
nated for our project to North American Baptist Confer­
ence, 1 So. 210 Summit Ave. , Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
60181. D 

A Church Extension Church Is ... 

Study ing the Bible in a school c lassroom 

Lov ing 

Ministering to children 
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Through yourC.E. l.F. investments, you have helped 17 churches and over 2,600 fellow members of N .A.B. 
churches in their building programs. But, we have only begun. C. E. l. F. will need to raise $2.5 ml/lion in 
deposits to meet church loan needs in 1981. 
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The starting of a new church is exddng. In recent years, however, we have cut back on our church extension 
outreach due to increased land and building costs. Despite these cutbacks, it is a blessing to see what God is 
accomplishing. 

6 

5 
-0 
c 

"' ~ 4 
.r: 
I-
c 

.9- 3 

MEMBE RSH IP A ND BAPTISM GROWTH 
IN CHURCH EXT ENSION CHURCH ES 

V> 

.~ 
V> e c. ~ 

.~ Q) "' "' .0 Ill .0 

E E c. 
"' N "' "' ~ M ~ Ill 

1977 1978 1979 1980 

6 

5 
OJ 
OJ 

~ 
4 ;;;· 
~ 
::J 

3I c 
::J 
0. 
~ 

"' 0. 
2 V> 

~he evangelistic outreach·of our church extension churches continues to be strong. You 
C ahve been a direct participant in this outreach through your support of C. E. I. F. and 

Urch Extension Builders. 

JUNE 1981 17 



Welcoming new people 

Youth meeting in homes for Bible study 

Remove pages 15 and 18 and post on your bull etin boa rd 
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Sharing the Gospel door-to-door 

Planning and building 

-·-~ 
Moving chairs, carrying hymnbooks and Sunday sc hool 

materials from home, to "church", and back again 

You Can Help Build A Church 
Crowded Sunday school classes, 
classes meeting in hallways and 
foyers, no opportunities for bulletin 
boards, carrying in and out most of 
the materials needed each Sunday, 
limited sanctuary space, running out 
of chairs, people looking for a church 
that's permanent rather than 
temporary, - these were some of the 
critical problems we faced in the fall 
of 1979 at Shakopee Baptist Church, 
Shakopee, MN. Inflation was 
escala ting; interest rates were up to a 
seemingly insurmountable rate; no 
mortgage money was available to 
build a church building at any price. 

"God-you have brought us this 
far, and I don 't believe it is your will 
that we fail now. We need a building, 
but how7" The answer came through 
C.E.I.F. (Church Extension Investors 
Fund). 

In November of 1979, Bob May­
forth, treasurer of C.E.I .F. , N.A.B. 
International Office, came to our 
church and showed us how our 
dream of a building could become a 
reali ty. Up until that time, C.E.1.F. 
was a vague term that I had read 
about somewhere. Even in the months 
that followed, as we sought to pre­
sent the C.E.l.F. opportunities to 
our Minnesota-LaCrosse Association 
church people, the response that we 
received over and over again was, 
'What's C.E.l.F. 7" C.E.l.F., we 
shared, is an investment program in 
which you can invest some of your 
savings and receive a good rate of in­
terest while, in turn , the money is 
loaned to us, as a church extension 
project, to enable us to build our 
building and make God's plan, and 
our dreams, come true. 

We needed to receive $150,000 in 
investments for the building . What a 
huge mountain to be conquered, we 
thought in our human sight. But God 
was sufficient. People's hearts were 
moved, and investments ranging 

The Rev . John Fraser is pastor of 
Shakopee Baptist Church , Shakopee, 
MN. 

from one hundred dollars to 
thousands of dollars were received . 
Children invested their savings for 
college that they wouldn't be needing 
for a few years; income tax refunds 
were invested; savings were 
transferred from banks; life insurance 
policies were tapped; churches in­
vested their future building funds and 
future parking lot surfacing funds. 
Each month, as the report came from 
Karen Dickau, secretary for C.E.I.F., 
it was hard to believe how rapidly the 
total was increasing. 

In just five months, the investments 
were raised to enable ground break­
ing. April 27, 1980, was that special 
day for our church, as God's plan and 
our dreams for a building became a 
reality. Construction began in May, 
and on September 28, 1980, we held 
our first service in the completed 
building. 

Did the building make a difference 7 

by John Fraser 

Yes! Morning worship attendance in­
creased from an average of 65 people, 
just prior to the building, to an 
average of 95 people by January 
1981. 

Our ministry has changed, a lso, 
since obtaining a building. Before the 
building, we spent a lot of time and 
energy struggling with the mechanics 
of just meeting together and with 
building and maintaining the nucleus 
group of the church. With the 
building and increased a ttendance, 
we are able to place far greater em­
phasis on the spiritual growth and 
outreach ministries of the Lord both 
to the church body and in the com­
munity. 

Would this be possible with you? 
NO i Today there are churches 
needing to be built. Won't you 
prayerfully consider getting involved 
in some way to meet this critical 
need? 



OMAN'S 
ORLD 

Remember 
by 

Esther Schultz, 
former 

missionary 
to Cameroon, 

Greenbrae, CA 

It is a gorgeous day in Greenbrae, CA. 
I've just picked daisies and roses for the 
house. The old Banjo Seth Thomas is 
ticking away the morning hours. 

Life moves quietly for me here. Car­
ing for a 93-year~ld gentleman in his 
home requires that. He is a charming, 
gracious, and kind gentleman who 
amazes me, because he is still able to 
handle his own business of investments. 

I miss my close contact with our Bap­
tist fellowship, but the Baptist Herald 
keeps me informed, and I am able to 
spend time in Temple Baptist Church of 
Lodi, where I am a member. 

It seems like yesterday that I spent 
time walking and riding around Came­
roon ... inspecting African schools . . . 
working at Bali College . . . starting 
Soppo College ... working as principal 
of Saker . . . teaching missionary chil­
dren. 

One of the most vivid memories I 
have is of the day a Soppo woman 
brought her two-year~ld baby to 
Myrtle Hein Funnell dying of a home­
made medicine cure. Myrtle, Mrs. 
Michelson, and I stood there watching 
the agony of the mother and could do 
nothing, because she could not tell us 
what the medication was. 

I frequently traveled down the 
Mongo river in a native dugout canoe to 
inspect schools. On one occasion, I 
entered a village by the river a t dusk and 
saw a man lying beside the road. He had 
been there for 21 days. No one would 
hire the canoe to take him to the ho5pi­
tal on the other side. "Am I my brother's 
keeper?" Are we in America much dif­
ferent today? 

Over the years there were occasions 
when all of us did women's work, .Sun­
day school, and youth work. One day I 
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was walking to Banso hospital to help 
Margaret Kittlitz sew blankets to fit the 
beds. It was very cold. Suddenly, a 
woman left her farm and came my way. 
I could not speak her language, but she 
smiled, and so did I-truly a universal 
language. She handed me a hot yam she 
had roasted in the coals and ashes of her 

Up the 
Stairway 

by Donna M cFall, 
guest columnist, 
Sacramento, CA 

Lord, as the old church building is 
being emptied of the pews, books, fur­
niture, and all sorts of things which 
have been stored and long forgotten, it 
looks so scuffed and old. Look at the 
hallways where bits of paint are gone 
where the little ones taped their very 
important pictures of what Easter 
means to them. Look at the floor . . . 
it's so dented and scratched where the 
chairs and tables have been moved 
over and over again to stretch the 
space and spare the cost. How about 
the old air conditioner that has, for so 
many years, only puffed the string out 
enough to indicate "Yes, I'm on, " but 
never cooled the sanctuary enough! 
Our teachers have been so faithful as 
the rooms were opened up, closed off, 
rearranged, and switched over the 
years so there would be "room for one 
more." 

Yes, Father, it looks like an old 
used-up building as it sits here empty 
and quiet. I guess it just didn't show up 
so much when it was full of laughing 
children and wall-to-wall people. Just 
an old building . . . but why do I feel 
my eyes filling with tears? 

Is it because this is where toddlers 
backed up to me so that I would make 
a lap ready to receive them? Remem­
ber the project of the second graders 
making a life-sized Golia th and how 

fire. My hands were warm all the way! 
It was always a joy to attend area 

church meetings and baptisms. How 
wonderful the fellowship of the missions 
conferences was! Reports of the various 
fields, evaluations of our achievements 
and failures, communion services-how 
precious those memories are. 

shocked we all were? This is where 
Wednesday nights rang out with 
"Good News! Good News!" and where 
children said, 'Thank you", to Jesus as 
they received him as their Savior. 
Young people and sponsors alike tried 
to "act their age" (and didn't always 
succeed). Oh, and I remember when 
we only had one tenor in the choir , 
and the pianist and organist were the 
same person. 

Lord, this is where our young pastor 
•grew as he faithfully led us through 
truth after truth . . . helped us to 
understand that a local church is not a 
"new car dealership" but only a "used" 
one . . . taught us to sing and under­
stand that "God is so good" and lived 
before us his ruling principle of '1 must 
take care of the depth of my life with 
the Lord, and he will take care of the 
breadth and width." How valuable 
and true. Then you brought us 
another pastor who showed us what a 
servant is by his example and life ... 
then another whose love cannot be 
hidden for it shows within his eyes. 

Lord, you've brought people who 
have touched my life, and I will never 
be the same because of them. Lives 
have been changed in this old building! 
As memories flood through my heart 
and mind, I see what you have done as 
we have walked together ... with 
YOU, the very God of creation ... liv-
ing at the core of this Body ... filling 
us with joy and meaning ... drying 
our tears ... giving us laughter . . . 
teaching us . . . and bringing richness 
and depth to our lives. 

Well, it's time for me to dry my 
eyes, because we still have a lot of 
work to do, Father. Yes, it's moving 
day, and you have great plans ahead 
for us. I stand in awe! 

Since I returned to the United States, 
I've always been eager to share my expe­
riences, to remain active in women's 
work, and even to make African dinners 
for friends, the church family, and my 
own family. But my greatest joy is pray-

A Time of 
Refreshing 
by Sara Pasiciel, 
Woman's World editor, 
Steinbach, MB 

Summertime . . . and although the liv­
ing isn 't always easier, the conten ts of 
our days change. Schedules ease with 
the children home from school; whole 
hours appear with nothing to do but sit 
and sun as we finish the dishes at the 
cottage, or send the family to the swim­
ming pool, or enjoy the extra period of 
light and a cool evening breeze. 

Here's your chance to catch up on 
some of the reading you've been mean­
ing to do all winter. The following list of 
books is, of course, only a small sample. 
But it may send you exploring at your 
church or town library, at the bookstore 
. . . and who knows what gems you11 
find! (Thanks to Mrs. Jeannette Stein of 
Winnipeg for her help in compiling this 
list.) 

The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life 
by Hannah Whitehall Smith (Fleming 
H. Revell). A devotional classic. 

The Creative Homemaker by Mary 
Lagrand Bouma (Bethan~ Fe~owship). 
A firm, feminine voice raised m defense 
of the age-old institution called mar-
riage. . 

The Golden Cow by John White 
(Inter-Varsity Press). A look at material­
ism in the 20th century. 

ing for God's blessings on our own 
Women's Work, N.A.B. College, 
N.A.B. Seminary, our other conference 
departments and workers-and, of 
course, the mission work on all our 
fields. 

Her Name is Woman by Gien 
Karssen (NavPress). Stories of women 
of the Bible and the lives they influ­
enced. 

The Joyful Christian. One hundred 
twenty-seven readings by C. S. Lewis 
(MacMillan). A good way to get a 
"taste" of C. S. Lewis. 

Joseph by Joyce Landorf (Fleming H. 
Revell). A well-written Christian novel, 
based on the biblical story. 

Limiting God by John E. Hunter 
(Zondervan). Good for personal read­
ing, but also for a Bible study or Sunday 
school class. 

Malcolm Muggeridge: A Life by Ivan 
Hunter (Thomas Nelson Publishers). A 
biography of Muggeridge's life and of 
his ideas. 

Parents in Pain by John White (lnter­
Varsity ). Help for parents with "prob­
lem" children. 

Peace Child by Don Richardson 
(Regal Books). Fast becoming a "classic" 
in understanding missions and cross­
cultural communication . 

Secrets to Inner Beauty by Joe Aldrich 
(Vision House). Aldrich shares his 
secrets about becoming a beautiful you 
in family relationships, working rela­
tionships, church relationships, and 
neighborhood relationships. 

So That's What Missions Is All About 
by Wade T. Coggins (Moody Press). 
Intended as a group study guide, but 
also good for an individual interested in 
understanding contemporary missions. 

Enjoy your time of refreshing ... and 
when you've finished, recommend your 
book to a friend! 

The Local 
Church- First 
Priority 

by LaVerna 
Mehlhaff, 
women's 

work director 

"And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be (those that 
were) saved" (Acts 2:47). 

The early church grew rapidly, 
and it was a natural growth. These 
first Christians followed principles 
which produced results. What did 
they do? " ... they continued stead­
fastly in the apostles' doctrine." This 
included regular study of the Word, 
prayer, and fellowship and resulted 
in healthy spiritual growth. The early 
Christians were willing to allow the 
Holy Spirit to use them. And they 
rejoiced. They had a deep desire to 
share with others what they had per­
sonally experienced. And as they 
shared, people responded. As long as 
they followed these principles of 
growth, they grew spiritually and 
added to their number . These same 
principles will produce results today. 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we, 
too have much reason to rejoice for 
we ::an share the same Good News of 
Jesus Christ that the early Christians 
shared. The local church, established 
by Jesus Christ, needs to be number 
one on our priority list. We have a 
ministry in our communities through 
the local church. Strong churches 
with a vibrant witness will be used by 
God to change communities. A 
strong healthy church is needed to 
produce spiritually strong future gen­
erations. As women, we have the 
wonderful privilege of serving Christ 
through the local church. Many 
years ago, the purpose of our 
women's organization was adopted. 
That purpose was that women sup­
port the program and mission of the 
local church. Isn't it a thrill to be a 
part of the on-going sharing of the 
Good News? 
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Denny's Column 

by Denny 
Miller, 

short-term 
missionary 

in Cameroon 

Why am I becoming so critical? I don't 
like being this way. I want to be loving 
and accepting. 

The very thing I tell my Saker girls is 
what I need to be told myself-what is 
in your heart will be shown on your 
lips. My critical heart shows through. 
Daily I catch myself thinking and saying 
mean and vindictive things about other 
people. 

Squirrels, Dogs, 
and the 

Scriptures 
by Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

The following is taken from a sermon 
preached by Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
to a congregation at Metropolitan Tab­
ernacle, London, in 1833. Spurgeon's 
text was Deuteronomy 8:3. 

I was sitting one day in the New 
Forest under a beech tree. I like to look 
at the beech, as I do many other trees, 
for every tree has its own peculiarities 
'.111d habits, its special ways of twisting 
its boughs and growing its bark and 
opening its leaves. 

As I looked up at that beech and 
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Features from your 
Church Ministries Department 
to expand the growing edge of 
the mind and soul-to 
suggest, perhaps, new avenues of 
thought and action. 

It is as though I feel no one loves me, 
and so I want to lash out and hurt some­
one. I'm being immature. I am so defen­
sive. I guess I just feel self-pity. I say to 
myself, I don't know what I can do well 
anymore or who loves me besides my 
family and God. 

I wonder if 111 ever be happy. I think 
of all the bad things I am. Do I even 
deserve happiness? 

Where am I going? Sometimes I just 
want to give up. I fail in relationships, 
with a roommate, as a good teacher, as 
a writer, as a friend, as a Christian, and 
in so much more. 

Yet I must remind myself of one mir­
aculous thing-God unconditionally 
loves me, has a plan for me, and allows 
me to go through trials and problems 
for a purpose. 

Even now, he tests my reactions to 
less than ideal circumstances. Will I 

admired the wisdom of God in making 
it, I saw a squirrel running round and 
round the trunk and up the branches. 
And I thought to myself, "Ahl this 
beech tree is a great deal more to you 
than it is to me, for it is your home, 
your living, your all." Its big branches 
were the main streets of his city and its 
~ttle boughs were the lanes. So~ewhere 
m that tree he had his house, and the 
~h mast was his daily food; he lived 
on It. 

Well, now, the way to deal with 
God's. Word is not merely to contem­
plate It,. or to study it as a student d 
but to live on it as that sq,,;~ l l ' oes, hi b ......... e Ives on 

s eech tree. Let it be to you spiritually 
your house, your home, your food 
your medicine, your clothing th ' 
es ti' 1 1 ' e one sen a e ement of your soul' !if d 
growth. s e an 

There are some who take God' 
Word and play with it. They are inter~ 

pass? Only with his power. Only then 
can I glorify him. 

I am reminded of glimpses of Scrip­
ture ... He will not allow me to be 
tempted beyond that which I can bear 
... We must go through the fire, but 
we need not be burned . . . The Holy 
Spirit prays for us unceasingly with 
words we cannot know. 

I also need to know that God can 
change my attitudes if I am willing to 
trust him in those things. He can give 
peace where once was despair, hope 
where there was sorrow, love where 
there was hate. Yes, he wants to mold 
me to glorify him. 

Lord, hear the plea of your child. 
Show me hope that I am able to bear 
these trials. Change my hard and critical 
heart that I might show others your 
love. Remind me that I am worthwhile, 
if only because you have made me. 
Amen. 

ested in its narratives; they study its his­
tories in the light of modem research. 
But it was not meant merely for such a 
purpose as that. Loaves of bread are not 
put on the table for you to carve them 
into different shapes simply to look at; 
they are intended to be eaten. That is the 
proper use for bread, and tha t is the 
proper use of God's Word. 

Some do even worse than this: They 
do not so much play with the Bible as 
fight over it. They contend fiercely for a 
doctrine, and condemn everybody who 
cannot accept their particular interpreta­
tion of it. I have heard preachers who 
seemed to me to bring out a doctrine on 
purpose to fight over it. 

I have a dog that has a rug on which 
h~ slee~s. ~en I go home tonight, he 
Wiil bnng It out and shake it before me, 
not that he particularly cares for his rug, 
but because he knows I sha ll say "111 
have it! " And then he will bark a t me, 

and in his language say, "No, you 
won't." 

There are some people who fetch out 
doctrines just in that way. I can see them 
trotting along with the doctrine, just in 
order that some brother may dispute 
with them about it, and that then they 

12 Myths About 
Careers 
by John William Zehring 

Myth No. 9: I'll Probably Get Stuck in 
One Career 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Happiness Is 
by Adele Davies 

Jesus said happiness is poverty, but 
most of us spend our days slaving to 
avoid poverty. 

Jesus said true happiness is for the 
poor in spirit-not just those who have 
little money or goods but those who are 
poor enough to know they need to 
depend on God. 

Real happiness is found by those who 
discover the emptiness of possessions 
without God, the sheer delight of 
exploring the richness of God. 

Jesus said happiness is for the grief­
stricken. 

What did he mean? Surely those in 
mourning for a loved one could not be 
called happy. 

But, on reflection, it's the sorrows and 
difficulties we encounter that discover 
our hidden strengths and weaknesses. 
Grief can reveal to us our need of some­
one stronger than ourselves. The most 
productive grief we can know is that 
which sends us to God asking for for­
giveness. 

Jesus is actually saying real happiness 
is for those who discover themselves 
through suffering, who find in God their 
strength and consolation. 

Jesus said the meek are happy but 
don't confuse meekness with weakness. 

Meek people know how to be angry 

may bark at him. 
Do not act so, beloved. The worst 

implement with which you can knock a 
man down, is the Bible. It is intended for 
us to live upon-not to be the weapon 
of our controversies, but our daily food, 
upon which we rejoice to live. 

Not only will you likely change jobs a 
dozen or so times in your life, but you 
will probably make 180-degree switches 
and change careers three or four times in 
your life. So how can you prepare for 
multiple careers? By becoming as 
adaptable and flexible as possible, by 
learning how to make long-range 
assumptions about the future, and by 
enhancing your transferable skills. It is 
liberating to think that you will not get 

at the right time-at injustice, crime, 
prejudice; they have allowed God to 
control impulses and passions. Most 
people are humble enough to be aware 
of their own ignorance and weakness. 

Happiness is for those who allow God 
to set the pace of daily life. 

Jesus said happy are those who are 
hungry and thirsty to know and do that 
which is right, because they will find 
true satisfaction. 

To be hungry and thirsty in a minor 
degree is a common experience. To be 
so hungry that death is near, to almost 
die or thirst is fearful. Jesus spoke of this 
intense degree of hunger and thirst- a 
desperate craving for righteousness. 
It 's a craving God delights to satisfy. 

Jesus said merciful people are happy. 
To show mercy is to show strength. 
Merciful people recognize the needs and 
weaknesses of o thers. They are able to 
feel with them and not only for them. 
Their acts of kindness arise from this 
understanding and so are not just to 
relieve their own discomfort. 

Merciful people are secure and con­
tent in the love of God. They will find 
mercy because he has shown mercy. Just 
as judging and criticism bring their own 
reward, so also does mercy. 

Jesus said the people who are pure in 
heart are happy. Does he mean those 
naive people who just don't seem to be 
aware of all that goes on7 No. Happi­
ness is for those who positively love that 
which is good, whose lives focus on 

''Man doth not live by bread only, 
but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the Lord doth man 
live." 

stuck in one career! 
In terms of college, seek education 

that prepares you for life rather than for 
one single career, at least at the under­
graduate level. Gohn Zehring is the 
director of Career Planning and Place­
ment at Earlham College in Richmond, 
IN. Reprinted by permission from 
GROUP magazine, copyright 1979, 
Thom Schultz Publications, Inc., Box 
481, Loveland, CO 80537.) 

love, joy, peace, truth, beauty, justice, 
graciousness, and honor. 

Happiness is for those who love pur­
ity even when in the midst of evil. They 
shall see God as he is. 

Jesus said the people who make peace 
are happy. 

People who make peace do more 
than just stay clear of fights. They 
actively promote good relationships 
between people. They deliberately, 
thoughtfully, take positive steps to pro­
mote harmony. The best peacemakers 
share what they know of the peace of 
God- the peace which is available 
through Jesus Christ. 

The peacemaker is a God-like person 
for God also desires and works for 
peace. True happiness belongs to peace­
makers. 

Jesus said happiness belongs to 
those who suffer because they follow 
him. Most of us only suffer 
persecution when we deserve it; we 
feel we are persecuted when really we 
are at fault. 

Jesus said persecution provides an 
opportunity to sort out real loyalties. 
Persecution links us with those who 
have suffered for right through the 
ages. Suffering for the faith brings 
closer compa nionship with Christ 
who also suffered. 

Happiness is hav ing a fai th w orth 
suffering for. 

(Published by the Clifford Press , 
Hawth orn, Australia) 
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putting it 
~togetner 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman 

John and Letha Scanzoni, after a 
study of a large sample of husbands and 
wives, found that families have more 
disagreement over money and money­
related matters than any other area. 
Thirty-three percent reported problems 

Dr. Ernie Zimbelman is professor of 
Counseling at North A merican Baptist 
Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD. He is also 
the director of the Sioux Falls Psycho­
logical Services Clinic. 

in this area. In all likelihood, this area, 
as a problem, is increasing with inflation 
and a tight economy. We are living in 
an economy that is almost totally con­
trolled by money. Anything you want 
or want to do seems to hinge on "How 
much does it cost?" or "Can we afford 
it?" 

For most families, money-related 
matters are real live issues. The problem 
for many young families is that at the 
time their needs are greatest, their 
income by comparison is the least. The 
family earners are young and are either 
still in training or just beginning a job or 
profession. Usually, the longer a person 
is on a job or in a career the better the 
earnings become. To live through these 
lean years at a level consistent with the 
income calls for tremendous patience. 

Another major source of family 
money stress is different spending habits 
or money values. As one young wife 
put it: '1 tend to be on the generous side, 
and my husband is downright stingy. " 
When different attitudes about the rela­
tive use of money exist, the opportunity 
for conflict is unlimited. When this hap­
pens in a family situation, open discus­
sion needs to take place, and a "family 
money policy" must be established. 

A frequent question is 'Where does 
all this hard~arned money go?" This 
question can come from deep frustration 
of working long hours and seemingly 
not getting ahead. It can lead to family 
fights . The way to avoid this problem is 
good family bookkeeping. We should 

Summer Vacation Checklist . . . 
l. Stop newspaper, mail delivery 
2. Tum water heater down 
3. Set automatic light timer 
4. Check the gas in your house 
5. Leave telephone number where 

you can be reached with neighbor 
or relative 

6. WRITE YOUR WILL ... 

By seeing to the first five items, you 
have protected your family's house. 
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Only by completing the last item can 
you protect your family 's home. Don't 
make the mistake of going on this 
vacation without the peace of mind of 
having a will . As a Christian, God 
expects it of you. For some helpful 
information, simply fill in the coupon 
below to receive a copy of 'Making 
Your Will ... What You Should 
Know Before You See Your Lawyer." 

know where our money goes. 
A long-range situation which contrib­

utes to family stress is growth in a career 
or business. Our work is an extension of 
ourselves. To no t grow and achieve in 
our work can raise havoc with our self­
esteem. 'T o be the best in your field" 
may mean 'Tm going to be a poor 
mother or father." This does not have to 
be true, but often it is. 

Another source of conflict for many 
families is the two-<:areer family. I feel 
this topic is so important that 111 give the 
whole section to it in the September 
issue. There are many effective and 
happy two-<:areer families. 

It seems that no accusation hurts 
more deeply than to accuse a 50-year­
old man "that you are nothing but a 
workoholic." Usually this person has 
given his life to achieve a high level of 
financial security only to be told by his 
wife and children- whom he has alien­
ated through neglect: "Your great 
achievements leave us unimpressed ." 

The Bible talks extensively about our 
relationship to earthly possessions. Paul 
gives the strongest warning in I Timothy 
6:10, "For the love of money is a root 
for all sorts of evil, and some by longing 
for it have wandered away from the 
faith, and pierced themselves with many 
a pang." 

Since money touches us in every facet 
of our daily lives, we need to work at 
seeing that it does not become "a root 
for evil ." Whether money works for us 
as a root for good or evil is our choice. 

Send to: James D. Frey, North Ameri­
can Baptist Conference, 1 So. 210 
Summit A ve., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 
60181 (312) 495-2000. 

Please send me a copy of "Making 
Your Will . .. What You Should 
Know Before You See Your 
Lawyer ." 

Name 

Address 

City 

Sta te / Province Zip 

News& 
Views 
BAKER SAYS CONSTITUTION 
ALLOWS STRICTER GUN CON­
TROL 

WASHINGTON (BPA)-In the 
aftermath of the March 30 assassination 
attempt on President Reagan by a lone 
gunman armed with a .22-<:aliber "Sat­
urday night special," a Baptist constitu­
tional expert says that contrary to argu­
ments by the gun lobby, the U.S. Con­
stitution does not forbid Congress from 
controlling the right to keep and bear 
arms. 

John W. Baker, general counsel to the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs here, makes his case in a legal 
analysis of the Second Amendment in 
the May 1981 issue of Report from the 
Capitol, the monthly publication of the 
Washington-based agency. 

According to the veteran a ttorney 
and political scientist, the Second 
Amendment "as originalJy drafted 
emphasized the relationship of the 
militia to the bearing of arms." 

The Second Amendment reads: "A 
welJ regulated Militia, being necessary 
to the securi ty of a free State, the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, 
shall not be infringed." 

The lavishly financed gun lobby. 
spearheaded by the National Rifle Asso­
ciation, has persistently contended that 
the amendment gives every citizen the 
constitutional right to own and use guns 
without any government interference. 

Baker's analysis expresses the oppo­
site view. 'The Second Amendment 
guarantees a collective ra ther than an 
individual right," he says. . 

His argument is based on the admit­
tedly smalJ volume of federal case law 
relating to the volatile subject of the 
power of Congress and state legislatures 
to control, even ban, firearms. . 

Baker notes that in its only dec1son 
dealing wi th that precise subject, the 

Supreme Court in 1939 "affirmed that 
the right to keep and bear arms is depen­
dent on involvement with the militia." 
The 1939 ruling upheld a section of the 
National Firearms Act requiring the 
registration of sawed-off shotguns. 

The high court declared then: '1n the 
absence of any evidence tending to 
show that possession or use of a (sawed­
off shotgun) . . . has some reasonable 
rela tionship to the preservation or effi­
ciency of a welJ regulated militia, we 
cannot say that the Second Amendment 
guarantees the right to keep and bear 
such an instrument. " 

Three years later, in 1942, the First 
Circuit Court of Appeals upheld 
another provision of the National Fire­
arms Act, declaring that "the federal 
government can limit the keeping and 
bearing of arms by a single individual as 
welJ as by a group of individuals" so 
long as such possession or use of 
weapons has no "reasonable relation-

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH, 
MORRIS, MANITOBA, 

extends a cordial invitation 
to 

a lJ friends and former members 
of the Church 

to celebrate wi th us our 
85th anniversary 

on 
August 2, 1981. 

75th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
ARST BAPTIST CHURCH 

MERCER, NORTH DAKOTA 
Banquet: July 11, 1981-6:30 p.m. 

Services: July 12, 1981 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

Information and banquet tickets: 
Marlys M . Swanson 

R.R. 1, Box 53P 
Underwood, ND 58576 

ship to the preservation or efficiency of 
a welJ-regulated militia. " The Supreme 
Court, in an action the following year, 
allowed the decision to stand. 

As recently as 1978 the high court 
likewise left standing a ruling by the 
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals that the 
purpose of the Second Amendment was 
indeed to preserve the effectiveness and 
assure the continuation of a state militia . 

Baker points out that since the 1939 
ruling Congress has adopted numerous 
laws placing stricter limita tions on the 
receipt, possession and transportation of 
firearms and has repeatedly entertained 
proposals for national registration and 
outright banning of their ownership . 

That such efforts will continue and 
even intensify in light of the eighth 
attempt in this century to shoot a pres­
ident is beyond question . Also certain is 
that the issue will continue to be bitterly 
debated. 

But if the views of Baker and other 
constitutional experts gain ground, one 
of the chief arguments of the gun lobby 
may welJ be cut out from under it. 0 

I would like to invite you to job Dr. 
Roy Gustafson and me for a delight­
ful holiday to Rome and Israel Sep­
tember U -24, 1981. Dr. Gustafson is 
an associa te evangelist with Billy 
Graham and has toured Israel over 
90 times. Join us for this great time 
together. Contact me: 

Pastor Bill Cummins 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
21001 Moross Road 
Detroit, Michigan 48236 
313-882-2728 
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our conference in action 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fischer were honored 
at an open house on Feb. 8, 1981, for their 
50th wedding anniversary. The open 
house was hosted by the couple's chil­
dren: Rienie Fischer, Irene Santos, Harold 

Fischer, Linda Farran and their 10 grand­
children. Mr.and Mrs. Fischer are mem­
bers of the First Baptist Church of Paul, 
ID. (Janice Brandon, reporter.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Renz were honored on 
their 55th wedding anniversary at a cele­
bration at the home of their son Jake 
Renz. Their children are Jake, Bob, and 

Jerry Renz, all of Paul. Fred and Ida were 
married Dec. 29, 1925; they a re members 
of the First Baptist Church of Paul, ID. 
(Janice Brandon, reporter.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Frey were honored on 
their SOth wedding anniversary Jan . 24, 
1981, at a family dinner attended by their 
three children and families: Dahlia (Mrs . 
Harold Stockdale), Ames, IA; Betty 
(Mrs. Harold Reed), Bethay, OK. and 
Robert, Aplington, IA; seven grandchil­
dren, and one grea t-grandchild. They 
w~re showered with cards and good 
wishes by their many relatives and 
fri.ends. Both Ed and Marlys are most 
f~1thful to their church , Aplington Bap­
tist, where they find joy in serving their 
Lord. 
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Rev. and Mrs. Otto Fiesel of Fessenden 
ND'. celebrated their fiftieth weddin~ 
anniversary at the First Baptist Church in 
Fessenden, ND. They were the first cou­
ple married in the then new church on 
Sept. 5, 1930. Rev. Fiesel pastored six 

N.A.B. churches through the years and 
gives God the honor for the many bless­
ings and results. Members and friends of 
four of the churches that Rev. Fiesel 
served helped their children celebrate the 
occasion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Rauser of the First 
Baptist Church, Elk Grove, CA, cele­
brated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
Oct. 12, 1980. An open house reception 
was given them by their children: Duane 
and Sally Rauser, Carl and Bernie Rauser, 
Jim and Grace Pierson, and Tim Rauser. 
Many friends and relatives attended. 

The Henry Rausers were married Oct. 
12, 1930, at the Mercer Baptist Church, 
ND. Ten years later they moved to Cali­
fornia, where they joined and have been 
active members of First Baptist Church 
Elk Grove, CA. ' 

CRAWFORD, TX. The W.M.F. of 

S
COanhaan .Baptist Church celebrated its 

t anniversary i . 
Th k . . n connection with the 

an s~ 1 ~ing program . After th 
Thanksgiving program a b . f h' e 

· n e 1story of 

the W.M.F. was read and Mrs H T 
(Alma) Engelbrecht w~s honored as. th~ 
only charter member. She still is an active 
a~d valuable member. She was surprised 
with the presentation of a corsage and a 
landscape oil painting, painted by a fel­
low member of the W.M.F. Even though 
there ar~ only nine members, they are a 
very active part of the Church and the 
~o~munity. On Sep~. 2, 1930, the Rev. 

· · Gossen met with several ladies of 
~e church and thus started the first 

.M.F. at Canaan . (Rose Marie Freyer 
reporter.) ' 

~oO~AI RA 1:'0N, FL. A historical meeting 
0 P ace in Florida on March 1 1981 

when represen~a1· f h ' . ' . · ives rom t e three exist-
ing Florida churches met together with 
~o N.A.B. Conference workers to lay 

F
t 
1 
e ?droundwork for the formation of the 
on a A · · . f . ssociat1on. This meeting is the 

irst I~ a series of sessions that will culmi-
nate in a fo I d 1 rma request corning before 

1~8e;ates of the Triennial Conference of 
N A ~o accept this new Association of 
en.ce: . churches into the N.A.B. Confer-

l Co~erence workers present on March 

R
, at 1 1 Fe Evangel Baptist Church of Boca 
a on, L we th R 

th R 
' re e ev. John Ziegler and 

e ev w·11· p · 1 is otratz. Area pastors 
present were th R N E e ev. orman Vernon of 

Dva~gelf Baptist Church the Rev Paul 
av1s o C . ' · 

and Dr J ~pres~ Springs Baptist Church, 
Church. 

0
£° W Hisel, Community Baptist 

three ch h est Boca Raton. Each of the 
urc es had t . · attendan wo representatives in ce. 

Appointed t d f 
presented to t 

0 
ra_ t a proposal to be 

aration for thhe/lond~ churches in prep­
tion were Dr e orma!1on of an Associa-
All V 

· John Hisel chairman· Dr an oce , ' . 
Ch ' secretary, and the Rev. 

auncey Nord! d 
one at la an • representa tive, and 
b r?e representative who had not 

een appoin ted t h . 
(John tt· 

1 
a t e time of the meeting. 

ise , reporter.) 

GLADWIN M T 
ad It ' I. hree children and one 

u were ba f d 
fession of th~ ize. up_on the public con-
th . S . eir fai th in Jesus Christ as 

e1r av1or at th R 
Ch h 

e ound Lake Baptist 
urc recent! Th · . Y · e service included 

congrega tional · · 
and a singing, special music, 
Robert ~essage by our pastor, the Rev. 

rown. (Jean Kleiss, reporter.) 

BURLINGTON o 
0 , N. One hundred and 

ne new memb ( . to th ers pictured) were added 
e membersh' f p· 

Ch h . 1P o ineland Baptist 
urc in 1980 Of h 

tized .f · t ese 89 were bap-
on con ess· f h · 

Ch · ion o t e1r faith in Jesus n st . 

Durking the past twelve months hardly 
a wee pass d · h ' . e wit out a t least one person 
coming to kno th L 
th h 

. . w e ord as Savior either 
roug v1s1taf 

t. ion outreach, persona l tes-
1m ony and .t f ' wi ness o the congrega tion , 

or the various services and programs of 
the church. 

Dan and Julie Leverette, workers at 
Pineland, won the respect of the youth as 
they emphasized spiritual growth and fel­
lowship. 

The pastor, the Rev. Jake Leverette, his 
wife, Peggy, and their talented children 
have blessed us greatly during their first 
year of service here. (Bill Beck, chairman 
of diaconate.) 

XENIA, OH. Eight young people from 
Community Baptist Church, accompan­
ied by Pastor and Mrs. Art Bollaert, 
attended the Penn-Ohio Youth Retreat at 
Camp Burton the weekend of Feb. 27-
March 1. During the evening service the 
week following, they gave a glowing 
report of their good time. 

Recently the Murdock fami ly minis­
tered to the congregation of Community 
Baptist, singing beautifully. 

Two new converts gave their testimo­
nies and were baptized during a morning 
service. Their faces showed the joy they 
had in their hearts. 

Once a month on Saturday mornings, 
the men of the church meet for breakfast 
and fellowship. This has strengthened 
them in the faith and in Christian love 
toward each other. (Mrs. Esther L. 
Lucius, reporter.) 

ARVADA, CO. Meadow Hills Baptist 
Church of Aurora treated Sierra Baptist 
Church to a delicious chili dinner and 
entertainment recently, reports Dr. Jim 
Dyet, pastor a t Sierra. The event honored 
Sierra as the winner of a six-week-long 
Sunday school contest. Both churches 
posted an attendance increase over the 
same period of a year ago, but the near­
one-hundred percent increase by the 
Sierra church edged out Meadow Hills. 

Two humorous skits comprised the 
evening's entertainment. The first 
depicted some of the spontaneous antics 
which characterize an undisciplined pri­
mary class, while the second took a 
tongue-in-cheek look a t what might hap­
pen if a pulpit committee had to buy a 
pastor in a department store specializing 
in new and used ministers. 

In presenting a victory trophy and a 
plaque to Erick Hartman, Sunday school 
superintendent at Sierra Baptist Church, 

our conference in action 
the Rev. John Rasko, Meadow Hills' 
interim pastor, challenged the winning 
church to another contest next year. 

PLEVNA, MT. February 8 was a glorious 
day for First Baptist Church as two per­
sons were baptized by Pastor Greg Odell 
(pictured). A blizzard raged outside pre­
venting another person from making it to 
the Church, so he was baptized the fol­
lowing Sunday. 

Family Film Night and the Gospel Pup­
peteers made their first appearance on 
February 12. The film, "Givers, Takers, 
and other Kinds of Lovers," was shown to 
a record-breaking attendance of 188 peo­
ple. The Gospel Puppeteers consist of six 
"youngster" puppets and one "Grandpa" 
puppet. Three adults and six youngsters, 
ages 7 to 12, work with the Puppeteers. 
(Alberta Couch, reporter.) 

APPLETON, MN . A mini-missionary 
conference was held recently at First Bap­
tis t Church with Dr. Laura Reddig, pio­
neer N.A.B. missionary, as guest speaker 
at the Sunday morning and afternoon ser­
vice. The conference began on Saturday 
night With a slide presentation of Dr. 
Reddig's work in the Cameroon. It was 
followed by a pizza party for the young 
people . Pastor John Hoffman, a student 
at the North American Baptist Seminary, 
is interim pastor. (Gloria Giese, reporter.) 

WOODSIDE, NY. On Feb. 8, 1981, 
Immanuel Baptist Church celebrated the 
arrival of the new pastor and family: Dr. 
Heinz Rosso! , his wife Sandy, and their 
daughter Andrea. 

The festivities began with a church fel­
lowship meal fo llowing the morning wor­
ship service, with more than 200 members 
and friends attending. The afternoon 
installation service was led by the church 
moderator, Glen Kleinknecht. Sharing 
our joy were area pastors, sister churches 
and friends. Special music was presented 
by the German and English choir and the 
Chorale under the direction of Barbara 
Fiegas. Guest soloist was Barbara Lake. 
The Sunday school/junior church chi!-

dren lead by Gertie Elgert and Ruth 
Dorka presented a song and their own 
original greeting. 

Our church praises God for the gift of 
faithful and committed workers that have 
maintained and strengthened the ministry 
here at Immanuel. Throughout the nine 
months without a pastor, the church has 
continued to grow, having two baptismal 
services, a successful vacation Bible 
school and spiritually filled messages 
from the pulpit. (Christel Sterling, 
reporter.) 

OCHRE RIVER, MB. On March 1, 1981, 
the Grace Baptist Church rejoiced at a 
baptismal service when four people (pic­
tured) were baptized by the Rev. Helmut 
Poschwatta , pastor, and extended the 
hand of fellowship as they joined the 
church. One other person became a mem­
ber by letter of transfer. 

At this service, also, the baptistry was 
dedicated in memory of a beloved mem­
ber, Frieda Schroeder. A communion ser­
vice fo llowed. Four churches in the area 
joined Grace Baptis t for this special ser­
vice and fellowship. (Dorothy deVries , 
reporter. ) 

MISSOULA, MT. Six adults and one 
teenager followed the Lord in baptism at 
Bethel Baptist Church recently. Four of 
these were from one family. The church 
welcomed all of them into the fellowship. 

Tuesday at 7:00 a.m. is reserved for 
those wishing to join for a time of inter­
cessory prayer for others and for revival 
in our own hearts. 

The Rev. Tom Shell challenged us from 
God's Word each evening and each fore­
noon during a week of Deeper Life meet­
ings. Many rededicated their hearts and 
lives to Christ. The Rev. Hero Ulr ichs is 
the pastor of our church. (Kathryne 
Staiger, reporter.) 

ARVADA, CO. Former m1ss1onaries to 
Cameroon, the Rev. and Mrs. Edwin 
Michelson, were honored with a kitchen 
shower by Sierra Baptist Church follow­
ing the evening service on March 22 . The 
Michelsons returned to the United States 
in late 1979 when Reverend Michelson 
suffered a stroke. (Dr. James T. Dy et 
pastor .) ' 

JUNE 1981 27 



our conference in action 
EMERY, SD. The Men 's Brotherhood 
hosted a Sweethear t Banquet at the 
Parkston Steak House. The guest speaker 
was Fred Lacuesta, an interna tional s tu­
dent from the Philippines, a ttending the 
N .A. B. Seminary . 

A musical group, "Pathway," from the 
North American Baptist Seminary, pre­
sented a special program, recen tly . 

Members of the Plum Creek Baptis t 
Church pleasantly surprised thei r pas tor , 
Allen Effa , on his birthday wi th a pro­
gram and an informal time of fe llowship. 
The members of the Mill town church 
were also in a ttendance. 

In M emoriam 

MRS . KATHERINE (KATIE) PER­
MAN, 80, Jamestown, ND, was born 
Dec. 28, 1900, in O dessa , Russia , and 
died Jan. 20, 1981. She came to the United 
States with her parents, Anton and 
Dorothy (Reidlinger ) Meisch, in 1904. 
She married Jake Perman , who prede­
ceased her in 1972 . She was a cook at 
James town Hospi tal and Crysta l Springs 
Baptis t Youth Ca mp . Survivors include 
her son, Horace, Waterloo, IA; o ne 
grandson, Craig; one great-grandda ugh­
ter, Lindsay; three sisters: Mrs. William 
(Pauline) Moser, Mrs. Cyri l (Doro thy) 
Harnack, and Mrs. Edgar (Lydia ) McGee . 
She was a member of Temple Bap tist 
Church a nd the W.M.F. in Jamestown . 
The Rev. Jim Dick, pastor , off iciated at 
the funeral service , with the Rev . N . E. 
McCoy, assis ting. 

T ERESE TUTSCHEK, 88, was born in 
Poland Sept. 25, 1892, and died Dec. 18, 
1980. She accepted the Lord at the age of 
10 and was baptized . In 1913 she married 
the Rev. Wilhelm T utschek. T hey moved 
to East Pola nd , Zezulin, and Rosyszcze, 
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GOODRICH, ND . The Men 's Brother­
hood of the First Baptist Church, spon­
sored a Valentine Banquet, which was 
open to adu lts from the community. That 
day , the men spent most of the afternoon 
preparing the food (with a li ttle help from 
the wives), and members of the B.Y. F. 
served the meal to the more than 100 per­
sons presen t that evening. Following the 
banquet, a well -planned time of grou p 
games and activities provided lots of 
laughter a nd relaxation for everyone. The 
community Valen tine Ba nquet has 
become an annual tradition sponsored by 
the Baptist Men 's Brotherhood for the 
past two years. (Mrs. Kirby Seibel , 
reporter. ) 

HUNTER, KS. The Lad ies' Mission Circle 
of the Bethany Bap tist Church observed 
their 60th anniversary on Feb . 15, 1981. 
Miss LaVerna Melhlhaff , W .M. F., direc­
tor, was the guest speaker at the morni~g 
and afternoon services . There was a bn ef 
history of the circle given at the afternoon 
meeting as well as special music. The 
anniversary offering wen t toward the 
$675, 000 W .M.F. T riennial Goal. (Mrs. 
Robert W irth, reporter. ) 

PARMA , OH . Redeemer Bap tis t 
Church 's March specia l meetings were 
held with Dr . Richard Schilke as the guest 
speaker. His series on the Holy Spiri t, 
which could be fo llowed by means of his 

where she was a dedica ted pastor's wife 
fo r 30 years . She immigrated to Va n­
couver , BC, in 1950, where she joined 
Ebenezer Baptist Church . Survivors in­
clude three sons: Berthold, Edmonton, 
AB, Walter and Bruno of Vancouver, BC; 
three daughters: Gerry Pri ll and Lily 
Porter, Va ncouver, BC, and Antoinette 
Pohorski, San Fransicso, CA; one s tep­
son , Reinhold , Vancouver ; 17 grandchil­
dren; eight great-grandchildren; three sis­
ters: Emilie Ma teika , Lydia Kreger, and 
Wilhelmina Jackowski , and one brother 
Theodore Rode. Her son, Alois, and he; 
husband predeceased her . The memoria l 
service was conducted by Dr. H . 
Andersen. 

VIRGINIA JEPSEN, 58, was born Aug. 
1, 1922, to John and Louisa (Bohlender) 
S taud inger at LaSalle, CO , a nd died Feb . 
10, 1981. On June 15, 1950, she married 
Carl Jepsen at LaSalle. Mrs. Jepsen taught 
school a t T elluride, Fraser , Brighton and 
Gilcres t before reti ri ng in 1951. She was a 
fa ithful a nd active lifelong member of 
First Baptis t Church of LaSalle where she 
taught Sunda y school and held various 
offices of the church. Surviviors include 
two sons, Carl Jr. and John ; three sisters: 
Mrs . Paul (Betty ) Anderson, Mrs. Elma 
Mark, a nd Mrs. Kenneth (Pa tty) Salser . 

prepared ou tlines, was much apprecia ted . 
T he Biblica l teaching was helpful a nd 
interes ting. (Ruth Strauss, reporter.) 

MILWAUKEE, WI . 1:empl~ Baptis t 
Church had the joy of witnessing a bap­
tismal service recently. Five adu lts a nd 
two children (pictured with the Rev. 
Elwyn Zimmerman, one candida te miss­
ing) made a public profession of their 

fa ith in C hrist through bap tism . This ser­
vice fo llowed an eight-week pas tor's class 
on the study of bap ti sm and church mem­
bership. Included in the group were th ree 
brothers and a husband and w ife. (Ingrid 
Kalister, reporter . ) 

O fficia ting a t the funeral service was the 
Rev . Les ter Hirst . 

MR . JO HN CHRIST KOHRS (77) bo rn 
May 8, 1903, nea r Hope, KS, to Chris 
and Bertha Kohrs, died Jan. 15, 1981. He 
moved with his parents to Stafford , KS, 
in 1923. He married Anna Wemmie of 
Burl ington, IA. on June 8, 1938. John 
received Christ as his Savior a nd was 
baptized a t the age of nine. He was a 
member of Calva ry Ba p tist C hurch . He 
joyfull y sang in the choi r , ta ught Sunday 
school , was S.S. superintenden t, missio n 
treasurer, and served in many other 
a reas. Survivors include his widow , 
Anna; o ne brother , Hugo Ko hrs; sis ters: 
Ruby Meilahn, O lga Wuthow, a nd Alma 
Menke, and 25 nieces a nd nephews. T he 
Rev . Elton Kirstein offici a ted a t funera l 
services in Stafford , KS, and Bu rl ington , 
IA, assis ted by the Rev. Henry Ra mus . 

MRS. RUDOLPH (LYDIA) ALLMEN­
DINGER, 84, of Bismarck, N D, was born 
Feb. 8, 1897, a t Joha nnestal, Sou th 
Russia , to Edward and Anna Marie 
Reichert Wies t, a nd died Feb. 17, 1981. In 
1905 she came with her fa mily to Bis­
marck and later to the Golden Valley , 

(Continued on next page) 

What's Happening 
The Rev. John Martens, pastor of Tem­
ple Baptist Church, Leduc, AB, since 
1978, resigned effective June 30, 1981. 

The Rev. Ed Schellenberg will become 
Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Regina, SK, on July 1, 1981. He resigned 
as pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Saskatchewan, where he has served 
since 1978. 

The Rev. Ralph E. Cooke began his 
~try as pastor of Grace Baptis t 
C::hllrch, Grand Forks, ND, on June 1, 
l.981. He resigned from First Baptist 
C::hllrch, Minot, ND, where he has been 
tl<tstor since 1977. 

Mr. Randy Kinnison, a 1981 graduate o f 

North American Baptist Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, SD, accepted the pastorate 
of First Baptist Church, Ellinwood, KS, 
effective July 1981. 

lJt.. 0 n cc es became pastor of Bernal 
~oad Baptist Church, San Jose, CA, on 

13 <ty 1, 1981. He formerly served in a 
<lPtist General Conference work. 

~r. M arvin Rust became Pastor of 
Otthgate Baptist Church, Edmonton, 

.-\e, effective May l , 1981. He had been 
i~ as interim pastor since February 
. 981. Rust is a student at North Amer­
•c::ttn Baptist Qivinity School. 

~:Qce Baptist c_hurch, Sterling Heights, 
•viI, Officially withdrew from the Michi­
~an Association ~f Nor~ American 
~ <lPtist Churches m April 1981. The 

eo. Willard Koskinen is pastor. 

~est Lenexa Community Baptist 
t hurch Lenexa, KS, changed the name -t Co//~ge Boulevard Bap_tist Church. 

he Rev. Rubin Herrmann is the Pastor . 

.{}e Grafton Ba~tist Ch~rch, North 
< <llota, held its final servic~ on April 
. 6, 1981. This church extension project 
ls c::losec1. 

~~e Rev. Connie Salios, ~:tary of 
th. \v<l.rdship and commurucations for 
lt e North American Baptist Conference, 
~s been appointed by the Baptist 
~· Or)d Alliance to serve on the Cornmis­
t 10 t\ on Christian Ethics for a five-year 
e~. 

Dr. Peter Fehr, modera tor of the North 
American Baptist Conference, was ap­
pointed by the Baptist World Alliance to 
a five-year term on the Commission on 
Human Rights. The Commission will 
meet in conjuction with the General 
Council sessions in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, June 17-July 3, 1981. 

Students graduating from N orth 
A merican Baptist College, Edmonton, 
AB, on May 3, 1981 were as follows: 

Bachelor of Arts in Religion 
James Calamunce, Dean Eisner, Dwight 
Graf, Martin Hart, Dave Jahn, Bill Kan­
hoffen, Kathy Kavanagh, Harold Kelm, Rob 
McBean, Dale Renz, Ron Stotyn, Steve 
Williams, P hil Zylla , C hris ic Stubelt . 

Bachelor of Religious Education 
Jerilyn Bayer, Rodger Heringer, Lorraine 
Hilman, Darlene Kaus, Al Mertes. 

Diploma in Music 
Ralph Behnke, Murray Braun, Sandra 
Kosachuk, Naida Neher , Julie Organ, 
Sandra Plitt, Karla Strauss. 

Diploma in Biblical Studies 
Herb Adam, Teresa Alm, Lynn Axt, Linda 
Bahr, Ron Betcher, Karen Diesing, Susan 
Edwards, Bryan Enos, Randy Foster, Esther 
Giebler, Rebecca Goltz, Noreen Gramsch, 
Sharilyn Grueneich, Murray Grunwald, 
Dorothy Hesmert, Dirk Hildebrandt, Doug 
Janzen, Hugh Li tfin, Linc Malconm, Anita 
Otterbein, Heather Rietze, Howard Rist, 
Susan Ruttle, Shereen Rygh, Rainer Straka, 
Linda Tews. 

IN M EMORIA M 
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ND, area. She married Rudolph Allmen­
dinger, Feb. 3, 1915, a t Golden Va lley, 
ND. They moved to Bismarck in 1947. 
Survivors include her husband; six 
daughters : Mrs.Edna Morrical, Manda n; 
Mrs. Bill (Rose ) Glass , Bismarck; Mrs . 
Es ther Brown; Mrs. Fred (Darlene) 
Tremwen, and Mrs. Kenneth (Romona ) 
Brown, of Napa , CA, and M rs . Gordon 
(Mary Ann) Andahl, Cypress; CA. two 
sons : Clarence, Bismarck, and Melv in , 
Napa , CA; 17 grandchildren; 20 grea t­
grandchildren; one sister, M rs. Rose 
Buechler, a nd one b ro ther, Edward . The 
Rev . Orville Meth and the Rev. George 
Neuber t officia ted a t the funeral serv ice. 

Plan now to attend the 
1982 Triennial 

Conference 

"Being the People of God" (I Peter 
2:9,10) will be the theme of the 40th 
Triennial Conference of North Amer­
ican Baptist Churches to be held in 
Niagara Falls, New York, August 
10-15, 1982. 

The theme is designed to 
underscore our uniqueness as God's 
children to be fai thful to our calling. 
The primary emphasis will be on the 
development of spiritual maturity 
and congregational revitalization. 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe, noted writer, 
pastor, conference speaker, and radio 
teacher, will be the Bible Study 
speaker. 

It will be a great tim e of spiritual 
renewal, praise, challenge, and fel­
lowship . Plan now to join the N.A.B. 
family of God at Niagara . 

Dr. Donald N. Miller, v ice moderator, 
N orth American Baptist Conference. 
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Why Church Extension? bvJohnziegler 

'1 don't believe in Church 
Extension!" someone said to me 
recently. I was surprised and very 
disappointed. It made me realize 
that there may be others who think 
this way . There are perhaps some 
who think the same about overseas 
missions. You've heard of the ditty: 

This church is for 
Me and my wife, 
My son John and his wife. 
Us four 
And no more. 

To say that, you must close your 
mind to the Great Command of 
Christ repeated in each of the 
Gospels, "Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature" 
(Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:19, 20; 
Luke 24:48, 49). Once again in Acts 
1:8 the command is repeated. It 
must be pointed out that the 
command is "Ye shall be my 
witnesses." The locale of our w itness 
is 1) at our home base, "in 
Jerusalem;" 2) our provincial/state 
base, "in all Judaea and Samaria;" 
and 3) our global base, "to the ends 
of the earth." 

These are the classic references of 
the great commission of Christ 
which define the express purpose of 
the Church. However, Luke points 
out "all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law of 
Moses , and in the prophets, and in 
the Psalms concerning me (24:44) ." 
"Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth" clearly demonstrates 
God's great concern for the w hole 
creation (Genesis 1:1, 28; 9:1). 
Abraham's promise was "by you all 
the families of the earth shall be 
blessed" (Genesis 12:3). Psalm 96 
contains the command "declare his 
glory among the nations." In Isaiah 
52:10 the concern of the Lord was 

The Rev. John Ziegler is secretary 
for church extension, North 
American Baptist Conference . 
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"that all the ends of the earth may 
see the salvation of our God." 

When a command is recorded in 
Scripture, it is to be expected that 
there will also be a record of 

Galilee and Samaria" (Acts 9:31). 
But notice this, "the Church .. . 
continued to increase. " The 
emphasis has changed from believers 
being added to the Church to the 

What Is Church Extension Builders? 
Church Extension Bui lders is a program of direct finan­
cial support for new churches. 

Through Church Extension Builders, you support spe­
cific church extension churches, some in your own 
area. 

Each month you receive a newsletter featuring a spe­
cif ic church extension church and the exciting news of 
what God is doing to meet the needs of peop le across 
Canada and the United States. 

We encourage you to become a part of this essential 
ministry. 

9 Church Extension Builders 

D Yes, I want to reach out to others. 

D I wou ld like to contr ibute month ly 
_$20_$10_$5 _$2 
to the Church Extension Bu ilders program and 
receive the monthly Bui lders newsletter. 

D I would like to contribute annual ly $ ___ to 
the Builders program. 

D 1 understand 1 wi ll receive a monthly newsletter 
about the church extension church o f the month. 

D Please send me more information about our 
Church Extension Ministry and the Builders pro­
gram . 

Mail to: Church Extension Builders 
North American Baptist Con ference 
I So. 2 I 0 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60 I 8 I 
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Church Extension Investors Fund 

+ A Double Dividend Opportunity + 
In Building New N.A.B. Churches 

Invest 
Your 
Money 

Invest 
In Your 
Church 

You 
Earn 

Interest 

You Help 
Spread 

The Gospel 

8.25% 

9% 
9.5% 
10% 
10% 
10% 

D em and/90-
Day Agree m ent 
One-year term 
Two-year te rm 
Three-yea r term 
Four-year term 
Five-year term 


