


Keeping In Touch 
INFORMATION 

NEED 
While visiting in one of our 

churches recently I took about 
three minutes before the morning 
message to talk about some Confer
ence ministries and happenings . After 
the service several lay persons said, 
"We heard more about the N.A.B. 
Conference today than we have heard 
from the pulpit in several months ." 

At different times as I have 
attended as a visitor in a few of our 
churches, I observed very little, if 
anything, being said from the pulpit 
about any N.A.B. Conference 
happenings or concerns. 

Wherever this occurs consistently, 
churches will lack information about 
ministries which they support. They 
are part of a family that has a 
worldwide ministry of planting 
churches, providing education for 
church leaders, and ministering to 
human needs. They need to know 
about these ministries. They need to 
pray and be encouraged to participate 
wherever possible. 

Individuals are being bombarded 
by very professional advertising and 
promo t ion through r el igious 
television programs and direct mail 
appeals. Some of them may be very 
worthy ministries, but if our people 
do not get similar exposure to their 
own "Conference family" needs, their 
support will shift to other causes . 

People respond to what they see 
and hear. The ministries and needs of 
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the N.A.B. Conference need to be 
presented in a consistent and positive 
way. If people know about the 
N.A.B. ministries and needs, they 
will want to participate in them. 

Here are a few suggestions as to 
how to keep the opportunities and 
needs of our N.A.B. Conference 
ministries before a congregation : 
- Encourage people to subscribe to 

the Baptist Herald- better yet, 
encourage the church to adopt the 
church family subscription plan. 

- Occasionally have someone read 
and highlight something from the 
Baptist Herald to whet the 
appetite of readers. 

-Distribute the "N.A.B. News" to 
the congregation on Sunday 
morning or by mail. Have 
someone draw attention to 
significant happenings reported in 
the "N.A.B. News." 

- Regularly pray for missionaries 
and other ministries. Highlight 
something specific about the field 
or missionary being featured. 

-Ask someone who has personally 
part ici pa ted in an N. A . B. 
ministry such as "New Day," as a 
sh ort -term missi o nary, or 
attended one of our schools or 
camps to give a report. 

- Ask someone from your church or 
neighboring church who has been 
at a Conference Committee or 
board meeting to report some 
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important decisions that were 
made. 

-Appoint someone to go through 
the various Conference materials 
and information and have them 
select events or news items that 
would be meaningful to be used in 
Sunday school classes, public 
worship services, prayer meet
ings, church publications, or 
children's or youth groups. A 
creative person could achieve a 
great deal in this process. 
Hopefu lly these ideas may 

stimulate more ideas. Please share 
them with me or others. 

Let us all seek to be fai thful 
communicators about the ministries 
God has entrusted to us. 
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Are You a Type ''A' ' Chr"st· n~ I I a . by Tom Johnson 

Out of the current research that is 
being done on stress has 

emerged the distinction between two 
kinds of behavior and attitudes 
known as Type "A" and, you 
guessed it, Type "B." People of 
different races, classes, and faiths 
fall into both types. Christians are 
found in both categories. Type "As" 
are much more stressful individuals 
prone to heart attack, stroke, and 
that most pervasive recent plague, 
burnout. 

Why, if it were not for stress and 
burnout, think of all the unem
ployed psychologists there would 
be! How providential that we have 
discovered stress and burnout just at 
the time our graduate schools are 
turning out record numbers of 
counselors! Anyway, back to these 
Type "A" folk. We should not make 
light of their lot. Indeed, we may 
well be among them! 

Let me describe Type "A" 
behavior. What Type "Bs" do and 
think should usually be obvious by 
contrast. Type "A" individuals 
move, walk, talk, and eat rapidly. 
They feel impatient with the rate at 
which most events take place. They 
often think about or do two or 
more things at the same time. They 
feel guilty when doing nothing or 
relaxing for more than a few 
minutes. 

Type "As" seldom see the 
beautiful and interesting things 
around them along the way. They 
schedule more and more activities 
into less and less time. They believe 
that thei r success depends on doing 
things faster than others. 

Type "As" need to display or 
discuss their achievements. They 
play to win , never just for fu n or 
relaxation . Most of us probably 
recognize Type "A" behavior in 

Dr. Th omas 
Johnson became 
associate pro
fessor of Biblical 
Theology, July 1, 
1983, at North 

American Baptist Seminary, Sioux 
Falls , SD. 
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others. Hopefully, we will also have 
the grace to see it in ourselves as 
well. 

We Have to Get It All Done Now! 
Why do Type "A" Christians act 

like this? Hypothesis One: Maybe 
we secretly do not believe in eternal 
life, so we have to get it all done 
now, cramming as many events, 
steps, words, and mouthfuls into as 
short a time as possible. We expect 
death to end it all-all our activi ty, 

Maybe we secretly do not 
believe in eternal life, so we 
have to get it all done now, 
cramming as many events, 
steps, words, and mouthfuls 
into as short a time as possi
ble. 

all our coming and going, all our 
communication, all our enjoyment. 
But, is that right? 

Surely, he who expects to be at 
the eternal Messianic banquet need 
not to have always cleaned his plate 
and be into dessert while everyone 
else is still unfolding his napkin! 
With an eternity of time and an 
infinity of space to work in, surely 
it is not the quantity or rapidity of 
our movements that matters! 

Type "A" Christians need a little 
of Dr. C. H. Dodd's handy home 
remedy, a litt le realized eschatology. 
Already you have entered into life, 
slow down. The kingdom is now 
and forever; be anxious for nothing; 
consider those lazy lilies of the field; 
seek first the kingdom, and the 
committees will take care of 
themselves ... or something like 
that. Type "A" Christians need to 
believe more strongly that they will 
live forever, and that they have got 
at least that long to get it a ll done. 

We Work As Though Saving 
Ourselves! 

Type "A" Christians may be 
closet Pelagians . That is my second 
hypothesis. They give lip service to 
being saved by grace, by faith, by 
the all-sufficient meri ts of Christ's 
death and resurrection; but in their 
heart of hearts, they are convinced 
that what is really going to count in 
the judgment is 

how many widgets they've turned 
out ... 

how much they've read .. . 
how clean the house is . . . 
the number of commit tees they're 

on . . . 
how many people they've helped ... 
the size of the churches they've 

served . .. 
how much they've published . .. 
what their Grade Point Average or 

Gross National Product was . .. 
the frequency or length of their 

private devotions .. . 
or some other quantitative mea

sure. 
So, they have got to "redeem the 

time" or at least fill it up; play to 
win, never just play; figure out the 
moral, never just enjoy the story; 
speed read; word process; rise early 
and stay up late; write longer "to 
do" lists; take shorter vacations; 
bring work home every night; 
simultaneously watch "60 Minutes," 
read Newsweek , and listen to a 
motivational tape with the head
phones on; and . . . and . .. die 
young. So, let it be written on their 
tombstones: "evangelical Pelagian, 
believed it all depended on God; 
worked as though he were saving 
himself." 

Indistinguishable from Type "A" 
Unbelievers 

We, Type "A" Christians, are in
distinguishable from other Type "A" 
unbelievers, except that we do a lot 
of religious things. We are just as 
stressful , just as impatient, just as 
hurried, just as guilt-ridden when 
idle, just as anxious about results 
just as myopic towards creation, ' 
just as dependent on praise for self
esteem, just as uptight, burnt out, 

and prone to heart attack and 
stroke . We are both in the world 
and of the world . 

Saved by Grace; But Made Holy by 
Our Own Works- A Faulty Belief 

We have a faulty theology of 
sanctification: Hypothesis Number 
Three. Perhaps we really do hope 
for eternal life with God after death 
and believe in justification by grace 
through faith alone. But, on the 
other hand, we are convinced that 
we are sanctified; that is, made 
holy, by our own works, especially 
by the quantity of them. Justifica
tion by faith , sanctification by 
works: It has a nice ring to it , don't 

If in the mystery of the 
intermix of God's life in ours 
and ours in his, a redeeming 
change occurs, we may find 
ourselves less rushed, more 
silent, more appreciative; a 
person of some depth . . . 
capable of relaxation . .. , 
with a center of peace, with 
perspective and priorities. 

you think? A certain symmetry, 
balance. It is also thoroughly 
wrong. 

Sanctification or being a Christian 
is just as much God's work in us as 
is justification or becoming a Chris
tian . God is the author of our salva
tion in all its aspects. We have been 
saved (justification), a re being saved 
(sanctification), and will be saved 
(glorification), by God's gracious ac
tions on our behalf through Christ 
our Lord. 

The good work that God has 
begun in us he will perform until the 
Day of Christ. When we are told to 
work out our salvation, we are not 
left to our own devices, but are told 
that "God is at work in you both to 
will and to work for his good 
pleasure." If we have come to life in 
Christ by the Holy Spirit's work, 
then let us walk by the Spirit in our 
everyday existence. 

Need to Realize We Are in God's 
Hands 

Type "A" Christians, like myself, 
need to realize and practice the truth 
that the whole of our being and do
ing is in God's hands. Just as he has 
brought us to himself by his preve
nient grace, so that "I sought the 
Lord, but afterward, I knew he 
moved my soul to seek him seeking 
me," so his love continues to pro
vide for my ongoing redemption, 
the progressive renovation, renewal, 

~ .. 
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and recreation of God's image in 
me. I receive this God's work by 
continuous worship, praise, faith , 
silence, listening, and responding, 
but even the will to be this way 
toward him is also his work . 

And, if in the mystery of the in
termix of his life in ours and ours in 
his, a redeeming change occurs, we 
may find ourselves one day more 
Type "B" than "A." We may find 
ourselves less rushed and rushing; 
more silent and listening; more ap
preciative of each taste, sight, and 
smell; a person of some depth and 
concentration, capable of rest and 
relaxation, with a center of peace, 
with perspective and priorities. We 
would be ones who rather do one 
thing well than four things poorly, 
with no pressing need for self
display, but with a mind and heart 
content to serve the living God. 
Amen. 0 
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WHAT'S YOUR CHURCH LIKE? by Norr is L. Helms 

A re small churches God's choice 
pearls? When the Lord said, "I 

will build my church," did he have 
in mind a small local assembly or is 
he indeed thrilled with the 
prosperity of the large churches 
across our country? 

For the past three months, before 
starting evening services at 
Mountain View Baptist Church, a 
church extension project of the 
Southern California Association, I 
decided to visit as many churches as 
I could to discover areas of 
similarity as well as contrasts 
existing within these assemblies. The 
largest church had approximately 
3,500 in attendance; while the 
smallest had about 65 members 
present. I chose to attend services in 
these churches when the pastor was 
speaking, and no special program 
was scheduled, such as a cantata or 
guest speaker. 

The People 
I telephoned ahead to determine 

the time of worship services and the 
time I should arrive to be assured of 
my choice of seats. In three of the 
largest churches (all over 1 ,000), I 
was advised to arrive at least one 
half hour early to assure myself of a 
seat. When I arrived, I discovered: 

1) Scores of people had arrived 
early and were fe llowshiping 
together prior to the service. The 
scene in the sanctuary was 
somewhat informal, but I witnessed 
the distinct joy of God's people 
fellowshiping together. (In the four 
largest churches, nearly every seat 
was occupied .) 

2) Not wearing a badge of 
identificat ion nor receiving an 
official greeting from an usher, I 
was recognized as a v isitor by 
worshipers and encouraged to 
return. 

3) Worshipers enthusiastically 
participated in all aspects of the 
service (singing, taking notes of the 
sermon, praying, and reaching out 
to others) . 

The Rev . Norris Helms is pastor of 
Mountain View Baptist Church, 
Chino, CA. 
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4) There was no noticeable mad 
dash for the exit at the conclusion of 
the services. To the contrary, scores 
of people were desirous of 
fellowshiping together before leaving 
for home. (One pastor exhorted the 
people to linger after the service and 
fellowship with those near them.) 

5) None of the people, as you 
passed by, seemed to be talking 
about the program of another 
church. They were indeed excited 
about their church and desirous of 
telling others. 

The Pastor 
Each pastor certainly gave 

evidence as being "anointed of the 
Lord" for that congregation. As the 

worship service progressed, several 
things were evident: 

1) Commitment of the pastor to 
God's Word and God's message for 
his people for that service. They 
knew God's Word, and they spoke 
his Word with authority from their 
hearts. No Saturday night specials 
were detected. 

2) The love of the undershepherd 
for his flock was very much in 
evidence in each of these churches. 
Remember the love of the shepherd 
for his sheep will cause him to love, 
correct, reprove, and administer any 
other discipline deemed necessary 
for the welfare of the flock. This 
was done in the message. 

3) The press of time was not in 
evidence by the pastor nor the peo
ple. A one-hour service was preached 
in the three largest churches with no 
feeling of loss of attention by any of 
the worshipers. 

4) Peter and Andrew were 
brothers as were James and John 
whom the Lord called to follow 
him. They were very much d ifferent 
in temperament. As brothers in 
Christ, and I might include fellow 
pastors, each was noticeably dif
fe rent from the other in his delivery 
of God's Word. As I worshiped at 
one church, it seemed like I might 
be hearing a modern-day Amos, the 
thundering herdsman of Tekoa; 
while at another church I thought I 
was hearing Jeremiah, the weeping 
prophet. None were desirous of im
itating the style of the other. They 
spoke as God spoke to them. 

The Program 
I must confess I was curious as to 

whether some pastors would de
scend from a cloud to the pulpit, 
while o thers might walk across the 
baptismal waters as they entered the 
services. After all, what was it that 
would cause thousands to gather 
together for the preaching of the 
Word at an evening service. The 
program at all churches we visited 
was very simple. 

At one service, the pastor 
mounted the pulpit and heralded the 
start of the service after which there 
were four or five congregational 
hymns or choruses, a special 
number or two, and then the 
message. God's message was preemi
nent. If you went to church to enjoy 
some other part of the service, it 
was short-lived. To belabor a point, 
no choir was in evidence at any of 
the six churches. The song leader 
and the pastor, for the most part, 
were the only persons on the plat
form . 

While the evening service was in
deed a simplified program, the pro
gram of the church was extensive. 
The pastors seemed to know and 
provide an appropriate diversified 
program for the needs of the people. 

The Physical Plant 
Adequate facilities to meet the 

needs of all ages were clearly in 
evidence. As we toured the facilit ies 
of the various churches, there were 
no multi-purpose rooms where di f-

ferent age groups met for different 
purposes at different times. Nor 
were the people packed into a room 
without adequate seating, ventila
tion, or equipment for the building 
up of the body of Christ. 

The Practical Illustration 
Pastor, program, and physical 

plant are strategic in a solid Biblical 
church, but when the people are not 
functioning as the body of Christ, 
the church will suffer. 

Not all of the visits that I made to 
the various churches left me with 
the same feeling. I arrived about 15 
minutes early at one of the last 

Each of the churches I visited 
has its in-house discourage
ments, difficulties, and disap
pointments. But they were not 
in evidence to the visitors. 
The church members gave 
every evidence of a united 
body gathered together to 
worship God. 

churches that I visited. I located the 
main entrance to the church and 
prepared to introduce my wife, a 
friend, and myself to the people of 
the church as they greeted us. 

To my surprise, not one person 
approached us while we were look
ing for a bulletin and the sanctuary. 
After several uncomfortable 
moments, my eye caught the 
library. Upon inquiry of the 
librarian, we were made aware of 
the location of the sanctuary and 
the time of the services. 

As my guest later commented, "I 
put on my best smile after the ser
vice in hopes of greeting others." To 
my dismay, the only greeting of the 
evening was from the pastor. 

My point in this account is, that 
in spite of a beautiful physical plant 
and a good message, we left the 
church with a hollow feeling of be
ing around the people of God but 
not a part of the body. Remember, 
you do make a difference to those 
around you as we worship together 
as a body. 

Problems Not in Evidence 
There is no question in my mind 

that each of the churches I visited 
has its in-house discouragements, 

difficulties, and disappointments. 
But they were not in evidence to the 
visitors. The church members gave 
every evidence of a united body 
gathered together to worship God. 

Principles 
Neither within the Baptist 

churches I visited, nor the other 
than Baptist churches, do I agree 
with all of their principles and pro
cedures. I do agree that the commit
ment of the pastor, the centrality of 
the Word of God, and the en
thusiastic participation and response 
of the people is necessary to a vital 
worship service. 

The Plea 
Every ar ticle written, whether in 

praise to God, or in proclamation of 
the current news has a purpose. My 
purpose is simple: Think about these 
churches and think about your 
church (your pastor, people, pro
gram, and physical plant) the next 
time you go to church. Compare 
these churches and your church 
point by point and ask yourself 
these questions: 

1) Do you make it a custom to 
arrive early and set a good example 
for your family, other members and 
friends of the church? 

2) Do you greet others as you 
come to worship, especially visitors? 

3) Do you listen with attention to 
God's Word as it is delivered by 
God's servant? 

4) Do you invite others to your 
church, or do you readily accept the 
invitation of others to their church? 

5) Do you encourage your pastor 
with faithful attendance, words of 
encouragement, and a willingness to 
be a part of the program, or do you 
compare your pastor to others? 

6) Do you have adequate facilities 
for the edification and evangelism of 
those who come to your church 7 If 
not, do yo u have a vision for 
growth? 

Personal Challenge 
After observing the pastor and 

people of God at worship in these 
churches and reviewing the local 
church in the Bible, it is my earnest 
prayer that the church you attend 
will conform to the principles of the 
church the Lord said he will build 
here on earth. If it does, certainly 
the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it . 0 
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Sodom or Nineveh? by David H. Wick 

O nce an immigrant group 
populated the wretched slums 

of our great cities. They came from 
places of political oppression and 
economic hopelessness to the land of 
freedom and opportunity. They 
were hard-working people, but they 
had to start at the very bottom of 
the social and economic scale. 

Certain Christians became 
concerned about the spiritual needs 
of these immigrants, and crossed 
social cultural barriers to begin a 
mission work among them that was 
to have lasting consequences. The 
time was the 1840s; the immigrants 
were Germans; the Christians were 
Northern Baptists; and the results of 

"One compelling reason for 
our Conference to be con
cerned about urban ministry is 
that our very roots are there." 

their vision are seen in our North 
American Baptist Conference. 

One compelling reason for our 
Conference to be concerned about 
urban ministry is that our very 
roots are there. That is by no means 
the only reason for its importance. 

For some time, many of our 
urban churches have experienced 
decl ine or stagnation. While our 
Conference engaged in church 
extension and expanded on one 
front, our older churches declined at 
a rate which virtually cancelled out 
the growth . 

For the sake of the health of our 
Conference, for the sake of the 
urban churches that find themselves 
declining or stagnating, for the sake 
of the material and spiritual support 
of Conference missions, we need to 
address the problem of the erosion 
of our base. Perhaps the best way to 

The Rev. David 
H. Wick is pastor 
of Forest Park 
Baptist Church, 
IL. 
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approach this problem is in our 
urban churches, where the problem 
has historically been most severe. 

Why Have We Fled from the Cities? 
The first and best reason why our 

Conference needs to concern itself 
with urban ministry is not, 
however, seen in our h istory nor in 
what might be best for growth. It is 
seen when we ask why we have fled 
from the city. 

The sociologist would answer this 
question with explanations of 
migration patterns and "white 
flight," sociological phenomenon to 
which we are not immune. Let us 
think spiritually, not merely 
sociologically. 

Certainly, as our cities have 
changed, the old constituency served 
by our churches moved to the 
suburbs. Naturally, we built new 
buildings in the suburbs to serve our 
old constituency. 

The real question is "Why were 
we so seldom able to keep our old 
church buildings and make the 
transition to serve new congre
gations in them?" The answer to this 
question is, in part, the fear which 

The once great, gospel.preaching Second German 
Baptisl Church in the hean o f Manhattan is now a 
theater. On Sunday,, d worship sc>rvoce 1; led by J 

pasoor who Pf<' .1ches The Gospel According to Al. " 

many people have of the city, and 
the social, cultural and racial 
diversity it represents. 

As Christians, we can add to the 
common fears of man a biblical 
image: we think of the city as 
Sodom. We hear the angel say to 
Lot, " ... whomever you have in the 
city, bring them out of the place; 
for we are about to destroy this 
place; for their outcry has become 
so great before the Lord that the 
Lord has sent us to destroy it" 
(Genesis 19:12-13). 

While our Conference engaged 
in church extension and 
expanded on one front, our 
older churches declined at a 
rate which virtually cancelled 
out the growth. 

It is almost with a sense of 
biblical mandate that we have fled 
the crowded, crime-ridden, cultural 
hodge-podge of the city for the 
relative safety and homogeneity of 
the suburbs. We forget that Sodom 
had a suburb, too; if our cities are 
Sodom, then our suburbs are 
Gomorrah! 

Why Stay in the Cities? 
We need a better biblical image of 

the city, an imagine that will serve 
as our first and best reason fo r ur
ban ministry. That image is fou nd 
in what the Lord said to Jonah: 
"Arise, go to Nineveh, the great 
city, and cry against it, for their 
wickedness has come up before me" 
(Jonah 1:2). 

There is no denying that our cities 
are wicked, corrupt places; it is just 
tha t our mandate is not "Flee!"; it is 

(Continued on page 10) 

The once strong and active 
Christian witness of the First 
German Baptist Church of 
Chicago, located in the city's 
teeming near west side, is 
gone. Recently, the church 
building was used for "Sister 
Ann's Miracle Revival"; now 
the building is decaying and 
empty. 
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Sodom or Nineveh 
(Continued from page B) 
"Go!"; we are not Lot; we are 
Jonah . In the city are the great 
masses of people lost in their 
wickedness without Christ. The city 
represents a tremendous opportunity 
for ministry. What are we doing 
with that opportunity? 

Does it not fill you with a sense 
of outrage that the once great, 
gospel-preaching Second German 
Baptist Church in the heart of 
Manhattan is now a theater? On 
Sundays, worship services are held, 
led by a pastor who disregards the 
Bible, preferring to preach what he 
calls "the gospel according to Al. " 

Does not it disturb you that the 
once strong First German Baptist 
Church of Chicago, located in the 
city's teeming near west side, was 
most recently a "miracle revival 
center," and now stands decaying 

and unused? We need a new vision 
of the city - not Sodom, a place 
from which to flee; but Nineveh, a 
place to minister. 

This is not to suggest that as a 
Conference we should exalt urban 
ministry at the expense of suburban 
church extension, rural ministry, or 
missions. It would be as wrong to 
exalt urban ministry as it has been 
to neglect it. 

There are at least three reasons 
for urban ministry: To be true to 
our history, to maintain and build 
our membership base, and most im
portantly, for the sake of the 
biblical mandate to go to the city. 
We do need to concern ourselves 
with new vision and new vigor 
about what God has for us to do in 
the great cities where we still 
serve. 0 

Urban Ministry 
Resolution Adopted 
A resolution regarding urb an 
ministry was unanimously ap
proved at the North American Bap
tist Triennial Conference in 1982. 
That resolution proposed, among 
other things, " ... that our N.A.B. 
Conference take affirmative action 
with regard to urban ministries by 
establishing and appointing a task 
force with the specific task of 1) 
studying the situation of our urban 
churches, 2) consulting with pastors 
of these churches, 3) reviewing the 
efforts of various other denomina
tions in urban ministry, and 4) pro
posing a course of action for our 
Conference in regard to urban 
ministries to the General Council, 
which will then present its recom
mendation to the 1985 Triennial 
Conference .... " 

The appointment of this task 
force, known as the Urban Study 
Group, became the responsibility of 
the Church Extension /Church 
Growth Department. Since there 
had been no opportunity to budget 
any funds for the operation of the 
Urban Study Group for 1983, the 
Rev. Ron Norman, department 
director, devised a plan that would 
start the process required by the 
resolution at a minimal cost. 

At this point, urban churches in 
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the metropolitan regions of New 
York, Philadelphia, PA; Chicago, 
IL; Winnipeg, MB; Edmonton, AB; 
and Vancouver, BC, have been 
targeted for study. 

"Local urban study groups are be
ing formed in each of these areas, 
and an initial survey has been 
designed to provide them with an 
agenda," says the Rev. David H. 
Wick, committee chairman. "The 
local groups will correspond with 
the central Urban Study Group. 
This group will process the informa
tion it receives from the local 
groups, together with other research 
and consultation, and make its rec
ommendations to the General 
Council. " 

The central Urban Study Group is 
currently comprised of three 
Chicago area ministers chosen for 
their involvement in urban or cross
cul tural ministry. They are the Rev. 
Fred Sweet, pastor of the Tri
Community Baptist Church, Elk 
Grove Vi llage, IL; Mr. Ed Bartel, 
North American Baptist Seminary 
intern in the Seminary's urban 
pastoral education program; the 
Rev. David H. Wick, pastor of the 
Forest Park Baptist Church, IL; and 
the Rev. Ron Norman, church ex
tension I church growth director. D 

Baptist 
World Aid 
Project 
The final service at the Baptist 
Church in Riga, Latvia, had con
cluded. The three Sunday services 
had been so packed that special 
permission had been granted by 
the government for this final ser
vice. Following the service, Dr. 
Gerhard Claas, executive secretary 
of the Baptist World Alliance, 
prepared to leave, ready to return 
to the West. 

"Brother, this is my wife; these 
are my seven children. We don't 
have a Bible, can we now have 
your Bible?" The man who had ap
proached Dr. Claas the night 
before was back-with his entire 
family. Having been told all the 
Bibles had been given away, he 
asked about Dr. Claas' own Bible. 

Dr. Claas repeated what he had 
said the night before, "I told you; I 
can't give you this Bible. My 
mother-in-law wrote a personal 
note in it for me. " 

"Wait a minute," he responded, 
"is your mother-in-law still alive?" 

"Yes." 
"Then, please," he persisted, 

"why can't she write in another Bi
ble?" 

"So," Dr. Claas concludes, "for 
sure, I left my Bible there. I tell you 
the people in Eastern Europe no t 
only desire to have a Bible, but 
also they live w ith the Bible." 

Two thirds of all European Bap
tists live in Eastern Europe. They 
are rapidly growing. They long for 
their own copies of God's Word. 
Won 't you give so these Christians 
may have Bibles and other Chris
tian literature? Contributions may 
be sent to Baptis t World Aid, 
North American Baptist Con
ference, 1 So. 210 Summit Ave., 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181, 
designated for Bibles for Eastern 
Europe. 0 

Love Leaves No Choice by Ray Harsch 

I t was Sheldon Vanauken who said in his book, A 
Severe Mercy, that "the best argument for Christianity 

is Christians; their joy, their certainty, their 
completeness. But the strongest argument against 
Christianity is also Christians-
when they are sombre and joyless, when they are self
righteous and smug in complacent consecration, when 
they are narrow and repressive, then Christianity dies a 
thousand deaths. "1 

It is when the joy, the certainty, and completeness, 
and the beauty of a Christian community is cultivated 
and communicated that evangelism is the glorious result. 
Evangelism is not complete until the persons being 
evangelized have not only made a commitment to Christ 
by receiving him as their Savior but also made a 
commitment to the church by accepting Christ's people 
as family. 

In 1982 North American Baptist Churches received 
4,323 new members. Of these, 46 percent were by 
baptism, 33 percent by transfer of membership, and 21 
percent by testimony. 

These same churches reported 4,432 losses in their 
membership, causing a net loss in 1982 of 109 in total 
membership. O f the losses, 31 percent were by transfer, 
20 percent by death, and 49 percent by erasur~ of. 
membership. These reports from the churches md1cate 
that it is imperative that we seriously examine our 
commitment to Christ's Commission. Love leaves no 
choice. 

As the fruit of the Spirit is evident in our lives, 
genuine church growth takes place, spiritually and . 
numerically. It is in the exercise of faith that the fruit 
really appears. 

Reasons for Positive Outlook on Growth in 1983 
There are several reasons to believe that 1983 will be a 

year of growth both spiritually and numerically for 
N.A.B. churches. 

1) Of the 366 churches in our Conference, 49 . 7 
percent (182) reported net gr?wth in. membership 
in 1982. This is encouraging m that 1t took place 
at a time when many churches experienced great 
losses. Our goal is to see growth in every church. 
Love leaves no choice. 

2) Churches are establishing definite ministry goals 
with the clear intent of meeting spiritual, physical , 
and sociological needs of people in thei~ 
community. Again-love leaves no choice. 

3) Forty-two percent of our Conference churches 

The Rev. Ray Ha rsch is Associate 
Director for Evangelism and 
Church Growth , N.A.B. Con
ference. 

have informed us that they have set growth 
objectives for 1983. 

These growth objectives are really "faith projec
tions" for the church in 1983. Objectives range 
from one percent to 100 percent with several 
churches projecting 10-15 percent growth. 

Positive efforts will be put forth to reach people 
for Christ and to minister to their needs. Goal set
ting is a modern equivalent to the Biblical concept 
of faith. "Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for" (Heb . 11:6). 

4) "New Day, " our N .A.B. evangelism and discipling 
traveling team, has experienced a warm response 
to its workshops on outreach and spiritual 
growth. 

5) Churches are requesting assistance in the area of 
evaluation and planning for growth. "A Self-Study 
Process for North American Baptist Churches" is 
available and helpful. Staff members of the 
Department of Church Extension / Church Growth 
and the Area Ministers are available to assist your 
church. 

6) In several cities, N.A.B. churches are ministering 
to various ethnic groups, offering Sunday school 
classes in their language and seeking to reach them 
for Christ. 
Love leaves no choice. 

7) A number of churches are surveying their com
munity to determine the needs of people and to 
discover the unchurched. There is no impact 
without contact. Love leaves no choice. 

Seven Principles for Evangelism Today 
Gene Getz outlines seven principles of New Testament 

evangelism that are relevant today. These serve as 
valuable aiqs to the growth of the church. 

1) Every body of believers must be responsible for its 
own community firs t. 

2) Corporate evangelism is basic to personal 
evangelism. The functioning body sets the stage 
for individual witness. 

3) Presenting the Gospel to the unsaved is to take 
place primarily "in the world," not " in the 
church." 

4) The primary target for evangelism should be 
adul ts, consequently whole households. 

5) The church is responsible to identify those who 
are especially gifted in evangelism and send them 
out. 

6) New believers, as soon as possible, should be in
tegrated into the life of the local church. 

7) The 20th century church must develop its own 
contemporary strategies and approaches to 
evangelism, utilizing the above principles as 
biblical guidelines. 2 

Love leaves no choice. 0 

'Sheldon Vanauken. A Set•ere Merry (New York; Harper and Row . 1977) p. SS 
' Gene Getz. Slrnrµe11i11g Tile Focus. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1974) pp . 40-48 
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The General 
Council M eets 

Sixty-six voting representatives and moderators from 
Associations across the U.S.A. and Canada conducted 

the business of the N.A.B. Conference, June 9 and 10, 
1983, at the Marriott O'Hare Hotel, Chicago. 

Business was conducted under the leadership of the Rev. 
Eugene Kern, Fair Oaks, CA, Conference moderator; Mr. 
Ernie Radke, Calgary, AB, vice moderator, and Dr. John 
Binder, executive director. 

The General Council 
• Approved in principle the introduction of the two

year Master of Theological Studies (M.T.S. ) degree pro
gram by the N.A.B. Divinity School in the fall of 1984. 

Since more people in the N.A.B. Conference have 
baccalaureate degrees and some of these would be in
terested in further training as lay leaders in churches or 
would be interested in upgrading skills without going 
three years for a Master of Divinity degree, this would 
be an appropriate degree. The M. T.S. degree is not a 
preparation! degree for ordination. 

• Approved not establishing a Missions Department 
limited reserve, but that the N .A. B. Conference reserve be 
used when necessary. The Missions Department as well as 
other Departments continue to be instructed to stay within 
their budgets. Th e use of this reserve would occur only if 
the dollar weakens. 

• Endorsed the Board of Missions' objective to open a 
new mission field in 1985 with the intent to place at least 
one couple in the Philippines to work with the Baptist Con
vention of the Philippines. This will be rev iewed in 1984 
and 1985 by the Board of Missions. The final action w ill be 
taken by the Triennial Conference in 1985. 

• Granted permission to the N.A.B. College / Divinity 
Scho.ol. ~nd the N.A.B. Seminary to begin exploring the 
poss1b1lity of developing feeder relationships with 
evangelical colleges. 

• Approved . t~e . Boa~d of Missions investigating 
whether or not 1t 1s fmanc1ally and administratively feasi
ble to send a couple to India if their file is appropriate for 
appointment in 1985. This would then establish another 
new mission field. 

• Approved that the Church Extension / Church Growth 
Board not adopt a Constitution, but instead have a docu
n:ient . o~ "Policies and Procedures of the Department," 
smce 1t is not legally required that they have a constitution. 

• Appr~ved th~t associations encourage and assist, 
when possible, their church extension projects to become 
self-supporting within three to five years rather than the 
presen ~ seven years. This motion passed by three votes 
f~llowmg much discussion. In the discussion, examples of 
c urches who needed more than this amount of time for 
~or;:~rence help were given as well as examples of church-

o went off support in two or three years . It was 
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pointed out that the purpose of the motion is so that proj
ects can be evaluated on a year-to-year basis. This en
courages churches to look more realistically at their own 
potential. This refers to salary support provided by the 
Conference. The evaluation would be done in conjunction 
with the association and the mother church. 

"This will not be done at the church 's expense," says Ron 
Norman, Church Extension Church Grow th director, "or 
at ~h~ expense. of the church 's growth, or its getting into a 
b.uzl~~ng. It will encourage us to do a better job of evalua
tion. 

• Approved the basic budget of $4,300,000 and an addi
tional $100,000 for Missions Advance to total $4 400 000 
for 1.984. This includes a $400,000 subsidy for th~ N.A.B. 
Se.m.rn.ary; a $304,500 subsidy for N.A.B. College and 
Divrn1ty School; $1 , 700,148 for Overseas Missions· and 
$986,345 for Church Extension / Church Growth . ' 

• Approved the N.A.B. Conference contributing $150 
per year to the N.A.B. Pension account of individuals who 
have served three or more yea~s on the ministering staff of 
an N.~.B. church or cooperatmg organization retroactive 
to the time membership commenced in the N A B p · I b d · . . ens10n 
p an ut not to excee three years, if a contribution of $300 
or more was made each year. This is in effect Jan. 1 1983 
and d.oes not apply to .contributions prior to that dat~. Thi~ 
pertams to non-ordarned full-time staff Th . th 

t · · Id · is ree-year 
re~ nct1on whou ?i~e evidence of the staff person's com
mitment to t e m1mstry. 

• Approved that objectives be established and . d 
out in 0 d t 1. h carne r er o accomp is the goal of h Id ' 
Conference-wide Singles' Retreat in the of mg a 

T t t' I h summer o 1984 
en .a ive.p ~ns ave the "Singles" meeting Aug 1-4 

1984, m Wmmpeg MB 'bl · ' 
M · b . ' ' possi Y at the University of 

a;1tfo a. _It is .to be a self-sustaining retreat with the 
cos o regtstrat1on covering the expenses. 

• Approved three bas· d 1 f 
churches in the C f JC mo e s or planting new on erence. 

This recognizes that th . 
start a church It ere is more than one w ay to 
b a sin I 1 · may be l) by A ssociation support 2) 
byy th ~ e focal chu.rch (Jerusalem Project M odel) o~ 3) 

e on erence m an area th t h 
(Judean Project M odel). a as no A ssociation 

• Approved a goal to t bl' h 
t. es a is a 90-day Conference opera mg reserve. 

fe::n~:~fii~~~dh~~~ tthat thi~ is needed so that the Con
when church t 'b ~ pay interest on borrowed funds 
monthly expe~~~t:'re~.tions are not suffic ient to meet the 

• Approved a disburse t f 
ment Fund to a ll N A B mpen .rom the Pension Endow-

. · · ens1on Fund pe · and widows in 1983 Th d ' b ns1oners 
December after th e . is ursements w ill be made in 
been dete;mined. e earnmgs of the Endowment Fund have 

• Approved the app · t f 
Winni e om r:'ent o Mr. Murray McClarty, 

P ~· MB, to the Pension Committee to complete the 
unexp1re term of Frank Gering, Wausau, WI. 

19
;

4 
A)P,_r.ov~d a Special Project Budget of $592, 745 for 
. ms is over and abov th 198 b d I f 

$4 400 000 It · I d e e 4 u get goa o 
' ' · me u es $258, 745 fo r overseas missions, 

$50,000 for Ch urch Extension / Church Growth, $186,000 
for Association Funding for Area Ministers, $60,000 for 
World Relief, $2,500 for Bible distribution, and $10,500 
fo r Baptist World Alliance, and $25,000 for pension and 
retirement assistance. 

• Approved the distribution of the Conference portion 
of the Capital Funds Drive as follows: Missions, $525,000; 
Church Extension I Church Growth, $500,000; Conference 
Operating Reserve $400,000; N.A.B. Seminary, $400,000; 
N.A.B. College, $350,000; Financial Services, $115,000; 
Development, $10,000, Costs, $200,000; To tal , 
$2,500,000. 

Requests came in totalling $3,600,000, but since the 
Triennial Conference had set the goal of $2,500,000, the 
Finance Committee cut requests to that amount. 

• Approved the Estate Planning ministry to be con
tinued on a reduced level. 

This is being done to reduce the cost of the program. 
Presently, there is one full-time director and three full
time m en serving in various areas of the U.S.A. and 
Canada. A f ter September 1, the presen~ director will 
become a fie ld man, and the ministry will be ':'ana?ed 
by the Development Director. Another full-time field 
man w ill continue serving in the Midwest. 

• Approved ceasing the publication of "Der Sendbote" 
effective Jan. 1, 1984. . d 

There was much discussion on the matron-pro an 
con. It was pointed out that "Der Sendbote" has been a 
free insert in the Baptist Herald since 1972. It was also 
poin ted out that the survey revealed that only 100 peo
ple really need "Der Sendbote," the German insert in the 
Baptist Herald . . 

It w as also pointed out that the German-speaki~g peo
ple would feel abandoned if "Der Sendb?te were 
discontinued. Since tl1e vote was so close: 28 m. favor of 
d . . . ,, S db " d 23 agamst the 1scontmumg Der en ote an . ' 
Development Department will discuss alt~rnative ways 
of m eeting this need of the German constituency. 

• Approved appointment of Delmar Wesseler, ~fr
raine, KS, to complete the term. of Harold Stal~, St~~ 
Ellyn, IL, on the Finance Committee to 1988. M · 
died in the spring of 1983. b t Ba tist 

In other action, a resolution from the ~I er a . p th 
Association requesting the General Counci to ~~~e f e 
N.A.B. Conference subsidy to an equitable su hsi fly or 
NA B .. · S h I s brought tot e oor. . . . College I D1vm1ty c oo wa d th E _ 
After considerable discussion, it was referre to ~ ~ 
ecutive Committee for further study. Its findings are 0 e 
brought back to the General Council in 1984· C .d 

In a report of tl1e "Subcommittee. to Sonbsi .der 
D f D' t 'but10n of LI SI Y evelopment of a Formula or IS n d D ' .. 
to the N.A.B. Seminary and N .A.B. College an zvinbi-

" . . d th t the Confere11ce su -ty School, it was poznte out a . II fr 
sidy to bo th schools has increased histonca ~7 om 
about 13 percent of the budget 20 years a

1
go ~~ 't p:;

cent. Several years in the last half of t 1be .d s '~G ~ 
Proached 20 percent. Furthermore, the s~ si Y 1 ap 
b I h b and contmues to s ow

etween the two schoo s as een I b 20 
ly narrow It was pointed out tlzat tlwre ias ee'.1 ~ 

· and home missions 
percen t reduction in t'1e overseas d 
share of the budget over the past two deca es. 

The real question is "Where can funds be found?" The 
Committee was unable to define a fixed formula for sub
sidy to the schools, and it felt it was to continue the 
trend toward equalization of the subsidy to both 
schools, with a target date the end of the decade. 

"No formula, however fitly formed and finely tuned, 
can ever replace the good judgment of responsible per
sons ever attempting to remain sensitive to the 1) 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and 2) the expression of 
priorit ies by our constituency. " 

A resolution from the Michigan Association asking the 
General Council to make missions an absolute priority in 
budget planning was submitted. The chairman of the Fi
nance Committee sought direction as to what the priority 
should be when determining the Conference budget: 
Should it be missions or the schools? Conference support 
of the schools has been increasing. In a motion moved by 
Gordon Unger, St. Albert, AB, and approved by the 
Council, the answer came: "Whereas the General Council 
of the North American Baptist Conference has made mis
sions the priority in budget planning, and Whereas the 
Great Commission as established in Matthew 25 and Acts 1 
commissions us to teach and preach the Gospel in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of 
the world, be it resolved that the General Council com
mend the actions of the Finance Committee, Board of Mis
sions and other Boards for their efforts during the past 12 
months." 

• Adopted the "Guidelines for Ministerial Compensa
tion for N.A.B. Churches." These are available from the 
A rea Ministries Department, N.A.B. Office, and will be 
mailed to the churches in July. 

• Received the report that the Penn-Ohio Association is 
dissolving effective September 1, 1983 , or as soon as the 
Pennsylvania churches are received into the Eastern 
Association and the Ohio churches into the Michigan 
Association . 

• Selected the dates of June 7-8, 1984, for the 1984 
General Council sessions. 

The Council appointed the following committees: 

• 1985 Trien nial Conference Program Commit
tee-Ernest Radke, chairman; Connie Salios, secretary; 
Paul Jungkeit; Leonard Justus; Bill Kresal; Carl Giebert; 
Charles Cunningham; Fred Jantz; Fred Martin; Ray 
Harsch; Ralph Cooke; Iona Quiring; LeRoy Schauer; John 
Binder; Eugene Kern; N.A.B. College representative; and 
N.A.B. Seminary representative. 

• 1985 Triennial Conference Resolutions Commit
tee-Bill Taft, chairman; Art Petrie; Allen Gerber; Dennis 
Dewey; Melvin Bergstresser; Anne Carlson; John Binder; 
and Eugene Kern. 

• 1985 Triennial Conference Nominating Committee
Wayne Bibelheimer, chairman; Gerald Scheel, Canada; 
Beatrice Pankratz, Eastern Area; Leon Bill, Western Area; 
representatives of four boards; Eugene Kern; and John 
Binder. 

• Appointed the Rev. Herb Berndt, Rochester, NY. to 
fill the unexpired term of the Rev. Ron Susek (who did not 
qualify) on the N.A.B. Seminary Board. D 
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TO CATCH A VISION • • • 

How does one catch a vision? It 
seems so hard. Sometimes one 

must take a risk to look for that 
v ision. How willingly God wants to 
share his visions of the world with 
us if only we are willing to step out 
and open our eyes. 

A very unlikely group of college 
and career aged young people from 
Trinity Baptist Church in Sioux 
Falls, SD, came together in January 
hoping to catch that vision . .. 

As a foreign student from West 
Germany, Christa Roedder, a senior 
at Augustana College, had come to 
the United States one and one half 
years ago to continue her education, 
to improve her English, and to learn 
as much as possible about the North 
American culture. She had no idea 
that six months later she would 
make a decision fo r Jesus Christ and 
that he would use her as one of his 
servants . 

I have grown tremendously in my 
faith, and visiting the Texas 

mission has been a highlight in my 
life as a Christian. It seemed 
miraculous how the trip was 
realized and how our plans 
developed. Young people from 
Trinity Baptist Church in Sioux Falls 
began talking about driving to Rio 
Grande City and Edinburg, Texas, 
to repair, scrape, and paint the two 
home mission churches there. 

Gradually 11 young Christians 
formed the group, each of them 
having a special gift from God . The 
group consisted of seven girls 
attending Augustana College and 
Sioux Falls College; four guys, some 
of them farmers; and a student from 
the North American Baptist 
Seminary. Amazingly, the group 
formed a wonderful unity. The 
generous financial support of fellow 
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Christians encouraged us to realize 
our plan. 

On numerous occasions, we saw 
and felt God's presence. It already 
began on the way to Rio Grande 
City. We had spent about thirty 
hours in the van and were only 
three hours away from our 
destination. We stopped in a very 
small town, which was located in a 
cactus-covered desert-like area. 

The commitment of the 
pastor, the centrality of the 
Word of God, and the en
thusiastic participation and 
response of the people is 
necessary to a vital worship 
service. 

When we left the place, it was dark. 
After a few miles, the lights on our 
van went out. We decided to turn 
around and drive back into the 
town. A few yards before the closest 
gas station, our van broke down 
completely. We just rolled into the 
driveway. The alternator needed to 
be replaced. We managed to find 
the only alternator in town, and it 
fitl Imagine what would have 
happened if our van would have 
broken down in the middle of the 
desert and at night! 

I n Rio Grande City, as we worked 
on the church annex, the majority 

of us caught some virus causing 
colds, coughs, and stomach 
problems. Yet, we were not 
depressed. Our joy and happiness 
were so contagious that the Mexican 
people soon laughed with us. Even 
the language barrier was no reason 
to feel uncomfortable because we all 

had one thing in common: Our love 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. We were 
brothers and sisters in Christ, and I 
still hear our Mexican friends calling 
us "hermanos" -brothers and 
sisters. 

It was especially rewarding for me 
to use my knowledge of the Spanish 
language, which, to my surprise, 
was sufficient to be able to under
stand and speak without problems. 
The Lord revealed to me that he has 
given me the gift of communicating 
in Spanish; although never before 
did I have a satisfying opportunity 
to apply it. 

After spending several days in Rio 
Grande City and in Edinburg, we 
became aware of how much we 
meant to the people. Their smiling 
faces showed us that they enjoyed 
our testimonies, sermons, and sing
ing. They were so good to us. By 
inviting us into their homes where 
they served us delicious Mexican 
meals, they gave us a vivid impres
sion of the Mexican culture. 

The friendliness and lovingkind
ness of our fellow Christians in 
Southern Texas and the loving care 
of the Rev . and Mrs. Juan Luna in 
Rio Grande City and the Rev . and 
Mrs. Lindbherg Ake in Edinburg 
made us feel so grateful. 

Looking back, I feel that the mis
sion experience has been very 
rewarding. It was a time of growth 
for us all; although most of us are 
very young in Christ , we were not 
too young to be witnesses for our 
Lord. I think that our Christian 
brothers and sisters in Texas have 
given us more than we could give 
them. Life as a Christian is so 
exciting. I wish and hope tha t the 
Texas mission visit has not been the 
only and last one for me. I am 
ready to go again! 

W ayne Jorstad, N.A.B. Seminary 
student, decided to go to Texas 

for basically one reason : to follow 
up on a growing conviction. He had 
been thinking more and more about 
missions as he attended the N.A.B. 
Seminary. 

The needs and concerns of those 
who do not know the Lord Jesus 
Christ have bombarded my thoughts 
as I think of long-range goals for 
my life. For the f irs t t ime in my life, 
I fee l open to going overseas to a 
mission field . I feel the trip to Texas 
has aided me in this direction. I 
truly believe the Lord has called me 
to m inister in North America fo r the 
next few years, but in 10 or 15 
years, I am wondering what is 
ahead. 

Thinking about the possibilities of 
such a change in ministry, I felt go
ing to Texas would give me a taste 
of what missions is like. Working in 
Rio Grande City and Edinburg gave 
m e the opportunity to experience 
cross-cultural ministry within my 
own country. Th e language, culture, 
and tradition were quite a bit dif
feren t from my own . 

I returned to Sioux Falls with a 
more positive attitude toward mis
sions . The trip has acted as a sweet 
aroma that keeps beckoning me on. 
Such an opportunity like this only 
happens once in a great wh ile. I am 
thankful that I co uld be a part of it . 

"Q ur experiences were varied, 
with many blessings, " says 

Jane Bleeker. "We returned with a 
renewed interest in missions and a 
greater understanding of our par
ticipation in it, both prayerfully and 
financia lly . 

"We are planning to visit southern 
Texas again next year with a dif
ferent group ... hoping that they 
also will catch that vision of mis
sions!" D 

Ready for Texas! Bruce llterman (left to right), Tim Miller, Gary Hanssen, 
Lynnette Decker, Jane Bleeker, Brenda Glanzer, Denise Hintz, Christa 
Roedder, and Linda Carson. Not pictured are Wayne Jorstad and Tina 
Rishel. 

A two-story building in Edinburg serves as the home for Iglesia Bautista 
Central pastored by Lindbherg Ake. 

Denise Hintz and Linda Carson clean the church yard in Rio Grande City. 

Juan Luna pastors Garcia's Ranch Baptist Church in Rio Grande City, TX. 
II recently added a new educational unit. 
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Mission Not Impossible by Shelee Heathershaw 

Some people would probably say 
17 people would be crazy to take 

their Easter vacation and spend it 
living in dirt and tents, sleeping on 
cots, and going without a shower 
for a week. On top of that they 
joined 1,600 others to attend 
Mexicali '83, originated by Mother 
Mexicali, Carolyn Coons. 

Well, if anyone would like to say 
I'm crazy, I will be more than 
happy to let them. It was one of the 
best experiences of my life. 

Our team, from First Baptist 
Church of Elk Grove, California, set 
off on March 25 and headed for 
Azuza Pacific University in Azuza, 
California. There we spent our first 
night and joined with the other 
sponsors and youth to begin our 
mission. 

Bright and early Saturday 

Shelee Heathershaw was one of the 
17 youth from First Baptist Church , 
Elk Grove, CA, who minis tered in 
Mexico during Spring break. 

morning, we were still very eager to 
accomplish the rest of our mission. 
We packed our vehicles and were on 
our way to Cuernavaca, Mexico. 

After a 16-hour-drive from our 
hometown, we arrived in Mexico. 
We set up our tents, our home for 
the next week, which was in a dirt
plowed field. 

Sunday morning was the first day 
in the village of Yucatan. The days 
began with a talk from the village 
pastor. He told us about the village 
customs. The non-Christians 
thought that if the girls did not wear 
dresses, they were not saved. After 
hearing this, we all went to the 
town of Mexicali and shopped for 
dresses. 

The rest of the week followed our 
planned schedule. The guys from 
our team ministered to the Mexican 
men in our village during the morn
ing, while the girls held a Bible 
school for the children. We returned 
to our village during the evening 
and held a night service and 
children's church. 

The communication difference 
between our two cultures was 
difficult at first, but with the help of 
our interpreters and the Lord's 
spirit, our goal to teach about our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, was fulfilled. 

Many of our new friends in 
Mexico accepted the Lord during 
our visit. It was such a great joy to 
see the children with whom we had 
been working accept Jesus Christ as 
Savior. I ask you to pray for all 
your new brothers and sisters in 
Mexico who are new in their faith, 
that they will always keep growing 
and be able to share their experience 
with others. 

I feel so fortunate tha t the Lord 
made me part of the Mexicali team 
from Elk Grove. It was the best 
Easter vacation anyone could ever 
dream of. I know some people are 
thinking it would be so much more 
fun to be on some glamorous 
vacation. It is something you have 
to experience. I pray that all of you 
may someday experience such a 
blessing. 

" In the beginning stages of our training, there was doubt, frustration and fear. We 
felt a struggle going on within us. We knew the Lord wanted us to go, bul there was 
much to be done. ;ind no1 enough time to prepare," says Sieve May. youth doreaor 
at Forst Baptist." Whole we were there, the days flew by. Before we knew ot. 11 was 
ume to go home. As we reflect on this experience. we are thankful for many thongs; 
for the 33 people who accep1ed Christ, for the many Bibles d1s1robuted 10 1he 
homes. for the openne~s of the people. for God·s pro1ec1ion. for the pas1or and hos 
concern ror the people of Mexico, and for building unoly within our team. 

Seventeen youth from First Baptist Church spent Easter vacation living in din and 
tents. sleeping on cots. and going w11hou1 a shower for a week. 
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Mexicali 
by Cindy Krieg 

Going to Mexicali with members 
of my church was one of the 
biggest adventures I have ever 
taken. I learned so much about 
myself and my Christian life. 

I saw the power of prayer 
change lives. I realized that I can 
live without my worldly posses
sions. I saw people living with the 
bare minimum of food and shelter. 

I love the Lord, and I want to 
live like Jesus if he were on earth 
right now. 

For four days the Elk Grove youth ministered. The 
girls on the team lead the children's activities, while 
the boys went door-to-door sharing the gospel. In the 
afternoon was a time for crafts for the children and 
basketball and baseball at a local school ground. 

Entering the village of Yucatan all one saw were dry, 
dusty roads. dirty faces and down trodden homes. A 
group of 12 young people and 5 adults from First Bap
tost Church, Elk Grove, CA, were one of 71 teams that 
ministered in Mexico during Spring Break. 

The Lonely Child 
by Rane Chandler 

Mexicali was one of the most 
loving learning experiences I've 
had. I went to Mexicali primarily 
to help teach and spread God's 
Word and love. However, on the 
trip, I was one of those who 
learned about God's love. 

It came to me during craft time, 
which we had with the children 
each day. One little child, who was 
very ragged looking and dirty, sat 
alone with a ball of string and two 
sticks. When I saw him, he looked 
at me with a sad look on his face. 
He had no teacher to help him as 
the other children did. 

Earlier in the week, we were 
asked to chose one child as a 
challenge in prayer that he may 
know Christ. This was my child. 

I picked him up and sat him on 
my knee, then realized he had wet 
pants. I held my breath and 
wrapped my arms around him, 
took hold of his hands, and 
together we made the craft. 

One of the other girls, who was 
helping, commented to me, "Rane, 
that poor little boy only has your 
knee to sit on. Why not let him sit 
in your lap. (Mind you, I had only 
two dresses for the week. ) But she 
was right. I pulled him close in my 
lap and continued. 

That child's face lit up when he 
had completed his craft. He 
showed his brothers and sisters his 
prize. 

No matter how dirty we are, bad 
we smell, or what accident we 
have had, I learned that God, too, 
always, takes us in his lap and 
wraps his arms around us. He 
gives us the love we need; he 
teaches us, and will help us with 
any problems or worries that come 
along. 

You don't have to be two years 
old or 17 to find this love, just seek 
and ye shall find. 

God Took My Fear Away 
by Juan Ramirez 

I didn't want to go. I was scared. 
I was faced with the decision of 
whether or not to travel with a 
group from my church to Mexicali 
to witness to the people there. 

However, after much prayer, I 
realized that the Lord really 
wanted me to go. He had work to 
do and needed me to help him with 
it. 

Although my Spanish is not real 
good, the Lord enabled me to com
municate well enough to share 
Christ with the people in Mexico. 

After the first night's meeting, 
we (the witnessing group) felt un
sure of our effectiveness. We were 
unsure that we would be under
stood. Then, as a group, we 
prayed and offered support to one 
another. 

I learned to appreciate what I 
have at home. The people of Mex
icali live very poorly . They have 
houses made of mud and card
board. They do not have running 
water nor inside plumbing. But 
they do not complain. It made me 
realize how thankful I should be 
for the things I have. 

The people really opened up to 
me. They were very honest and 
sincere. 

The Holy Spirit worked through 
me. It was a real thrill to see so 
many join God's family . As far as 
sharing the news of Christ, I was 
not the one who did it-God was. 

Seeing people being saved every 
day and entering God's family 
really blessed me in a special way. 

A group of 12 young people and 
five adults from first Baptist 
Church, Elk Grove, CA, made up 
one of 71 teams that ministered in 
Mexico during Spring Break. 

"The reason for our successful 
experience in Mexico was faithful 
prayer. Each day, we knew many 
of our congregation at home were 
uplifting us in prayer because of 
the power we saw in each situation 
we faced," states Steve May, 
minister of youth. The team also 
had a prayer time each night after 
the service, and we feel prayer was 
the 'glue'." 
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YES, I can help. I want to invest$ ___________ ($ 100.00 minimum) 

Please check the investment term you prefe r: 

INTEREST RATES 

United S tates Canada 
Annual Annual 

Investment Stated Percentage Stated Percentage 
Term Rate Rate Rate Rate 

D Demand/90 Day 
Agreement 8.25 NIA 8.25 ~/A 

D I-year term 9.00 9.3 1 9.00 9.3 1 
D 2-year lerm 9.50 9 .84 9.50 9.84 
D 3-year term JO.DO 10.38 10.00 10.38 
0 5-year term N/A N/A 11.00 11.46 
0 Revocable 11.50 12.0J N/A N/A 

Charitable Gift 

Please send me a free Prospectus: 

Name ------------------

Address -----------------

C11y _ __ State 'Prov. 

Return this coupon to: 
Church Extension lnves lors Fund 
I South 210 Summit Avenue 
Oakbrook Terrace, lllino1s 60181 

__ Zip 

Thank you fo r becoming a p urr of ouer 1800 o ther inues lors reaching people fo r Christ. 

Church Extension Project 

Building Strong Families Through the Word of God 
by Ron Hartman 

The Lord blessed Corona Heights Baptist Church with 
the perfect Mothers' Day in 1981. It was 80 degrees 

outside, and the skies were blue. I, as pastor of this church 
extension work in Corona, CA, was particularly excited 
this Mothers' Day. Five couples in our body were going to 
dedicate their children to the Lord. They also understood 
that they were dedicating themselves unto God. 

Worshipping in a Hot, Small, Crowded House 
I drove to the church in anticipation of what lay ahead. 

When the worship service started, we had 86 people 
squeezed into our small, remodeled house, which was 
intended to hold 70, at the most. 

Shortly after the service began, the air conditioning 
went out. The room got stuffy and hot. With the heat came 
impatient children. From the nursery in the room next to 
the sanctuary came the cries of babies. Some adults left the 
service. 

As I started to speak, I was hot, uncomfortable, and 
distracted. I knew that if I was having difficulty keeping 
my mind on my message the attention of the people was 
lost for sure. I knew then we desperately needed more 
space! The question was how? 

More Space Needed-How? 
I met with the leaders of our church to discuss ways to 

obtain more room. The cost to do anything was totally out 
of reach for our small group. The only thing we could do 

The Rev. Ron Hartman is pastor of Corona Heights Baptist 
Church , Corona, CA . 

was pray. And, pray we did. The rest of the church joined 
us in prayer when we shared our concerns with them. 

Mobils and a Modular Unit Provided 
Our Lord is good, and he began to answer our prayers. 

The Southern California Association responded to our 
need by purchasing three mobils and one modular unit for 
Sunday school and worship use. We could have free use of 
these facilities for three years and then the buildings would 
be used by another church extension project. These 
buildings will accommodate 250 people. 

Eventually the City of Corona issued the necessary per
mits, and the units arrived in August of 1982. O ur first ser
vice was on Thanksgiving Day. 

The parking lot and on site improvements were financed 
through the Church Extension Investors Fund (C.E.I.F. ). 
Individuals from our sister churches invested their money 
in C.E.I .F. and helped us build. Since Thanksgiving Day, 
we have continued to grow. God has been good to us. 

A Large Debt; A Small Church 
We still have one problem. We are a young church with 

a large debt. It has been difficult for us to meet our new 
financial obligation. As we grow, we will be able to handle 
this commitment, but right now we need help. Your con
tribution is very much needed and will make a lot of dif
ference. 

Thank you for you continued prayer and support. 
Please send your gifts to the North American Baptist Con
ference, 1 South 210 Summit Avenue, Oakbrook Terrace, 
Illinois 60181 and designate them for the Corona Heights 
Baptist Church. 

The Southern California Association purchased th ree mobile Pastor Ron Hartman with his wife " We have a place to meet; but we have one problem-a large 
units and one modular unit for Sunday school and worship Sherry and his children: Matthew, Mark debt," says Pastor Hartman. 
services. and Heidi. 
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OMAN'S 
ORLD 

Blessings Galore 
It is exciting to be able to share with 
you the following special highlights. 
There are so many more items of 
blessing and praise, but we had space 
for only selected items. We praise 
God for the privilege we have to serve 
the Lord, see his way of leading, and 
experience his many blessings. 

Gift from Cameroon 
In honor of the 75th anniversary of 

the Women's Missionary Fellowship, 
the Cameroon Baptist Convention 
Women's Union sent a gift . . . a 
carved wooden wall plaque illustrat
ing various activities in which 
Cameroonian women are involved 
daily. The plaque, approximately 
four feet long and one and one half 
feet high, will hang in the N.A.B. 
Conference Office in Oakbrook Ter
race Illinois. Be sure to ask to see it 
whe~ you stop by· 

Sara Pasiciel, Woman' . 
Mehlhaff, woman's w~r~~rld editor. assists LeVerna 
carving of women work' .irector, as she shows the 
of Missions. ing in Cameroon to the Board 
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WMF Gift to Missions 
At the Triennial Conference at 

Niagara Falls a year ago, the WMF 
presented a check for $50,000 to the 
North American Baptist Board of 
Missions. The Board has decided that 
one-half of that amount will be used 
as a scholarship endowment fund to 
help national Christians with their 
education; the other half will be in
vested in CEIF and earmarked for 
future use in sending North American 
Baptist missionaries into new mission 
fields. Although the new fields have 
not yet been finalized, it is encourag
ing to realize that we, as women, will 
be helping to reach out to people who 
have not heard the gospel. 

Blessing Boxes ... 1983 Project 
This year the money that is col

lected from your Blessing Boxes will 
be sent to Cameroon to assist in 
building the new Home Economics 
Centre at Mutengene (which is at the 
coast, near Soppo) . The ladies of the 
Women's Union of the Cameroon 
Baptist Convention have had land 
given to them and plan to build five 
buildings, which will include a 
nursery and dormitory to house 
women attending courses at the Cen
tre. The Home Economics Centre 
provides opportunities for Cameroo
nian women, taught primarily by 
other Cameroonian women, to learn 
basic homemaking skills such as 
elements of cooking, sewing, nutri
tion , and child care as well as the 
principles of Christian living. 

Remember to pray for these 
women each time you drop a coin in
to your Blessing Boxes. Remember 
too, that they continually pray for us'. 

The construction workers make bricks for the Home 
Econ.omics Centre. Mutengene, Cameroon. Money is 
provided through llapt ist World Aid as well as the 
Women's Missionary Fellowship for th is construction. 

Prayer Chain 
Emergency prayer requests from 

North American Baptist mission 
fields and from the N.A.B. Con
ference Office will be channeled 
through a newly designed prayer 
chain sponsored by the WMF. 

Miss LaVerna Mehlhaff, women's 
work director, will call the area 
ministers' wives who, in turn, will 
call the presidents of Association 
Women's Missionary Fellowships, 
who will notify their executive com
mittee members, who will call local 
presidents . Women's groups are 
asked to organize the prayer chain in 
their local churches. 

Our Triennial 
Goal 

by Laverna 
Mehlhaff, 
women's 

work directer 
The more than 1,300 women who 

attended the women's luncheon in 
Niagara Falls during the Triennial 
Conference in August 1982, adopted 
the financial goal of $700,000 for the 
years 1982 through 1984. We have 
concluded 1982 with a total giving of 
$258,796.24 . As of May 1, we have 
received $66,899.09 for 1983. God 
bless you as you continue to give 
fai thfully. We thank you for your 
support and giving as well as your 
prayer support. Pray that we will be 
able to meet our goal and go over the 
top by the end of 1984. D 

• • • In The Potter's Fire . • 

by Iona Quiring, 
WMF president, 
Rogers, MN 

When you walk through the 
fire you shall not be burned, and 
the flame shall not consume you" 
(Isaiah 43:2, RSV). 

Corrie ten Boom. John the Bap
tist. Joni Eareckson. Job . These peo
ple have something in common: 
They have suffered. They have 
been through the Potter's fire. I have 
never experienced suffering to the 
same degree. Maybe you have. 

Why? What's the purpose? 
The Bible says that even Jesus 

learned obedience through what he 
suffered. Patience is also a product 
of trouble, and an enduring faith is 
the result of "fiery trials." Obe
dience, patience, faith-these are 
qualities that God wants to develop 
in me through the heat-treating pro
cess. 

Sometimes I rebel when God 
turns up the heat. I get bitter instead 

Did You Know ... 
. .. that Kendall Priebe, second 

son of Ken and Eileen Priebe, has 
been granted medical clearance to 
return to Cameroon. The entire 
Priebe family will complete their 
furl ough in August and will be sta
tioned in Bamenda where Kendall 
will be able to walk, for the firs t time 
in his young life, without casts on 
both legs. Thank you all for your 
prayers! 0 

of better, hard rather than strong. I 
do not want to suffer. I do not even 
like to be uncomfortable. But God 
does not do his greatest work in us 
while we are comfortable. Think, 
for example, of Daniel in the lions' 
den, of Joseph in prison, of Mary in 
a stable, and of Jesus on the cross. 

Several years ago, Eunice Kron
holm, a local banker's wife and a 
Christian, was kidnapped and sub
sequently released. When telling of 
her experiences, she said something 
I'll never forget: "If you have not yet 
faced a major crisis in your life, you 
will. Sooner or later, you or some
one dear to you will depend on your 
prayers for survival. Be ready!" 

Father, when the heat is on, you 
are still controlling the thermostat; 
therefore, I have nothing to fear. 
Forgive me for resisting you and not 
trusting you completely with my life 
and my loved ones. Prepare me for 
whatever you have planned. 0 
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Begun • 
In 1880s, Church Is Still Growing 

When the country was being 
settled with homesteaders in 

the 1880s, a group of German
speaking immigrants arrived in 
Alberta from Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
where they had stopped for renewed 
courage in their venture West. These 
hardy souls travelled with 
Rev. F. A. Mueller as their guide 
and spiritual leader to homesteads in 
South Edmonton, Leduc, and the 
Wetaskiwin areas. 

The Rev. F. A. Mueller family, first pastor of the Rabbit 
Hill Baptist Church. 

As there was no Baptist church 
for many miles, the Christians 
gathered together in a home for 
worship services. 

On September 26, 1892, the 
Heimtal German Baptist Church was 
organized with 17 members. In one 
year, the membership increased to 
89. Soon it was impossible to meet 
in a small log home so they decided 
to build a church building in the 
area. 

A Church in South Edmonton 
A donation of ten acres of land 

by two members in the South 

Gladys Stelter is church secretary at 
Rabbit Hill Baptist Church, South 
Edmonton, AB. 
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Edmonton area became the location 
of the church building. Lumber to 
build was cut by hand, and labor 
and material donated, even to 
building the benches and pulpit. The 
total cost of $600 was raised with 
sacrificial giving by the members to 
complete the building, which was 
dedicated to the Glory of God in 
June 1896. 

As the area changed, the name of 
the church changed to become the 
Otoskewin Baptist Church. 

Daughter Churches Organized in 
Leduc and Wetaskiwin 

In a few years, members living 
south of Leduc decided to organize 
and build a church in their area so 
they would not have to travel long 
distances for Sunday worship 
services. The members living in the 
Wetaskiwin area decided to organize 
and build a church in their area. As 
a mother church, funds and prayer 
support were given to encourage 
these Christians in both 
communities. 

In 1921, at the 25th anniversary, 
the name was changed to Rabbit 
Hill Baptist Church as the 
community had again been 
renamed. In 1939, after an 
unsuccessful a ttempt to put a 
basement under the church, which 
was to provide Sunday School 
rooms and furnace heating, a whole 
new building was erected and 
completed in 1940. 

During the war years, the English 
language was introduced into the 
previously all-German services. By 
1946 all serv ices were in the Eng lish 
language. 

In 1948 the Ladies' Mission Circle 
was organized , which continues as 
an active, supportive branch of the 
church. 

In 1980, in o rder for the pastor to 
have closer contact with the people 
in the community, a parsonage was 
built on the church proper ty . Under 
the leadership of our present pastor 
and family, the Dale Dregers, the 
church has been steadily growing. 

With the new growth, the 
congregation decided to extend the 
church building to provide 
additional Sunday school classrooms 
and a prayer and fellowship room. 

With God's leading and guidance, 
the members of the church are 
endeavoring to continue to be active 
witnesses in the community even as 
the new addition has made the 
community aware that the Rabbit 
Hill Baptist Church continues to be 
a Living Church. 0 

Dismantling the old church building to make room 
for the new one. For 45 years this building was used 
and became a place where many found their Lord . 
Chr ist ians were edified, Chr ist ian fellowship was prac
tised, and the Church unitedly made earnest prayer. 

Rabbit Hill Baptist Church, South Edmonton. Albena. 

Church Growth 

LA CROSSE, WI. Pastor William H. 
Heisler, Jr ., conducted a membership 
class, during the Sunday School hour, at 
Bible Baptist Church . This resulted in an 
increase in membership of seven adults. 
Two were added by letter; five were bap
tized upon confession of their faith in 
Christ. These persons were officially 
welcomed into the membership of the 
church . (La Verne Samb, reporter. ) 

CHILLIWACK, BC. The members of 
Evergreen Baptist Church praise God for 
the six people who followed the Lord in 
the waters of baptism on Easter Sunday. 
These and eight others were extended the 
hand of fellowship following the Commu
nion Service . 

"We thank God for the spiritual growth 
that is evident in the lives of our young 
people. We trust and pray that we, as a 
church, will continue to grow and to win 
others to Christ, " writes Monika Schulz, 
reporter. The Rev. Len Strelau is the 
pastor. 

RIDGEWOOD, NY. Palm Sunday was 
an especia lly happy day for the congrega
tion of Ridgewood Baptist Church. 
Following the instruction class sessions 
conducted by the Rev. Edward Bacon, 
pastor, three young women were bap
tized . On Easter Sunday, they were wel
comed into membership as well as the 
rnother of two of them who joined by let
ter of transfer. 

LETHBRIDGE, AB . Eight people were 
baptized at Park Meadows Baptist Church 
recently. They and two others were ac
cepted into the Church membership . "We 
are grateful to God for his working in 

our conference in action 
their lives and bringing them to this deci
sion in their walk with him," says Bette 
Bailie, church clerk. The Rev. Bruce Mer
rifield is pastor. 

CAMROSE, AB. Century Meadows 
Baptist Church is being blessed by the 
commitment of its people. There have 
been 12 baptisms recently with new 
members joining the church. The lord is 
also working in the unbelievers, and we 
have rejoiced with seven new Christians 
in the past few months. 

The leadership of the Church was 
blessed and revived at a weekend retreat 
at Camp Caroline. The group planned for 
church growth and shared dreams for the 
future. Pastor Larry Froese shared why 
Jesus never had a problem with burn-out. 

As well as joy and dreams, the Church 
has a problem, one that every church 
would love to have, that of too little space 
for too many people. The Sunday School 
classes are too large for their rooms; the 
11:00 a.m. worship service is filled to 
capacity; the weekly club programs need 
more space. "So we are looking for God's 
guidance in meeting these needs, " says 
Nancy Yound, reporter. 

PRINCE RUPERT, BC. It was a 
beautiful day on Kaien Island in the 
Pacific when 209 people witnessed the ser
vice on Sunday morning as ten believers 
fo llowed their lord through the waters of 
baptism at Bethel First Baptist Church. 
Pictured are the new members including 
one who also joined upon his profession 
of faith . 

Regular weekly prayer meetings have 
been held since October 1982 as residents 
of Dodge Cove have requested that the 
pastor, the Rev. Terry Jarosch, present a 
Bible study each Thursday evening. This 
village on Digby Island is accessible only 
by boat. 

"What a delight to see these people then 
join us on Sundays for regular services! 
The lord is so good," writes Dorothy Pot
ter, church clerk. 

MARTIN, ND. Three people were bap
tized by Pastor W. B. Keple at Martin 
Baptist Church recently. "We praise the 
l ord for his many blessings so far in 
1983," writes Arlene Bender, reporter . 

Other highlights included an evening of 
musical selections sung by the choir on 
scripture passages, followed by a fellow
ship lunch. 

A tea was enjoyed by mothers and 
daughters on May 29. The Men's 
Brotherhood earlier had sponsored a 
Sweetheart Banquet. 

"We rejoice as we continue with Pastor 
Keple, his wife and family to serve our 
Lord, " says Arlene. 

HEBRON, ND. First Baptist Church 
was the scene of a beautiful and inspira
tional service when a young couple, a 
young mother, and two girls fo llowed the 
Lord into the baptismal waters as a 
witness of their faith in the Lord Jesus. 
Another young couple aiSo joined by tes
timony. Pastor Herbert Schauer had a 
very appropriate sermon for the occasion. 
A fellowship hour followed to welcome 
new members (pictured). 

• 1 " --
On a Sunday evening, the Missionary 

Guild had its guest night with all local 
churches invited. The Sons Quartet from 
the New Leipzig Baptist Church presented 
a sacred concert. It was an enjoyable eve
ning, followed by a fellowship hour. 
(Delores Kitzan, reporter.) 

WINNIPEG , MB. "The Lord showered 
his blessings on McDermot Avenue Bap
tist Church at a beautiful baptismal ser
vice in which four young people gave wit
ness to their desire to surrender their all to 
the Savior they have promised to fo llow," 
reports Alice Parr. 

Pastor Richard Goetze spoke to the can
didates on the 3 R's: "Relationships, 
Respect, and Responsibility." The obser
vance of the Lord's Supper followed , and 
each new member was upheld in prayer 
by a deacon or deaconess, as they were 
welcomed into the fellowship. 

LEDUC, AB. Thirteen young people 
were baptized upon confession of their 
faith at First Baptist Church recently. T he 
W.M.F. presented a White Cross program 
consisting of a skit, a display of items 
made, and two selections sung by the 
ladies' choir. Dorothy Kuhnert , the W.C. 
chairman of A.W.A. , was a guest. Miss 
Trudy Schatz, former missionary to 
Cameroon, was guest speaker. 

(Continued on next page) 
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The choir presented the cantata, "Love 
and Kindness," recently. 

Dr. Joe Sonnenberg is pastor of the 
church. (L. Fillenberg, reporter.) 

GOODRICH, ND. Twelve individuals 
shared their conversion experience during 
a joyous service at First Baptist Church 
recently, according to the Rev. Daniel 
Heringer, pastor. Two young boys were 
led to the Lord by their mother; five 
found the Lord at camp; three accepted 
Christ at special meetings; one was led to 
the Lord through pre-marital counseling; 
and one accepted the Lord in his home 
during a pastoral visit. 

These twelve persons were baptized and 
received as members of the Church. 
Pastor Daniel Heringer is pictured, at 
right, with those who were baptized. 

SIDNEY, MT. At the second baptismal 
service this year in the new First Baptist 
Church, six persons were baptized. Pastor 
Don Cox (pictured, second row, left) per
formed the service. 

"We praise God for these candidates 
who openly professed their faith in 
Christ," writes Gladys Tibbits, reporter. 

LEDUC, AB. Nine new members 
received the hand of fellowship at Temple 
Baptist Church recently. Four came by 
transfer and testimony; five were baptized 
by Pastor Franz Schmidt. It was a privi
lege for the church to host the 84th session 
of the Alberta Baptist Association. 

Our missionaries, Ken and Eileen 
Priebe, from Cameroon spoke at a Sun
day service. New hymnals were dedi
cated; these were donated in memory of 
loved ones. 

The choir presented the cantata, "He 
Lives," directed by Dave Hall, youth 
worker. 
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The Boys' Brigade and Pioneer Girls' 
Clubs had charge of a Sunday service; 
they reported on their work, Bible study 
and play. These clubs involve more than 
100 children . "We praise the Lord for 
what he is doing in our midst," writes Vi 
Fleck, reporter. 

VANCOUVER, BC. Ebenezer Baptist 
Church not only had the privilege of hav
ing the "New Day" team with the Church, 
but also 16 new members were received 
into the Church: twelve by baptism and 
four by letter. 

"It was very encouraging to witness this 
springtime harvest ," says Margaret Gowe, 
reporter. "The ministry in music and 
drama by 'New Day' was much appreci
ated by all." 

CALGARY, AB . Pastor Sieg Koslowski 
baptized nine persons (pictured) recently. 

... 
All were received into the membership of 
Thornhill Baptist Church. 

At another service, seven persons were 

baptized by Pastor Koslowski (pictured, 
back left) and were received into the 
membership. 

"We are so happy to see the body of 
Christ continue to grow," says Sandra 
Ruff, secretary. 

GETZ VILLE, NY . In the past few 
months, Bethel Baptist Church has added 
37 new members to its fellowship. 

"Our church is growing by leaps and 
bounds under the ministry of Pastor Larry 
C. Burd (pictured, second row center). 

We now have two Sunday morning ser
vices to accommodate the people. "We 
praise God," says Bill Getz, reporter. "We 
have also added Marc Maffucci as associ
ate pastor. We have an evangelistic 
outreach both on radio and in Crusades 
held by our Pastor in the U.S.A. and 
Canada." 

TYNDALL, SD . Tyndall Baptist 
Church has been under the ministry of 
Pastor George Jankovsky for seven 
months . 

He has his undergraduate degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Bible College in 
Phoenix, AZ, and has one year completed 
at N.A.B. Seminary. He will continue his 
studies toward a degree in the fall of 1983. 

Under Pastor Jankovsky's ministry, 
eleven people have joined the Church. He 
has baptized six persons (pictured). (Mr. 
Harven Rueb, church clerk.) 

Special Events 

JAMESTOWN, ND . T he Temple Bap
tist Church Choir presented the cantata, 
"Alive, " by Joe Parks under the direction 
of Scott Fossell, with Lorraine Wolff at 
the piano . The cantata was a lso presented 
at Metropo litan Baptist Church in Fargo . 
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Easter Sunday began with a sunrise ser
vice followed by breakfast prepared by 
the men of the church. Lynn Moser and 
Steve Dick presented a skit portraying 
Mary and Thomas. The choir sang at all 
Sunday services and at Central Dakota 
Nursing Home in the afternoon 

On another Sunday evening, the Gos
pel Lighthouse Quartet of Valley City 
presented music and testimonies. 

"The Lord is still working in our midst," 
says Leona Meisch , reporter . Two babies 
were ded icated to the Lord recently. One 
man followed the Lord in baptism; he and 
his wife joined the church. The Rev. Jim 
Dick is pastor of the church. 

WINNIPEG, MB. The Manitoba Bap
tist Association held a Children's Praise 
Festival, with junior choir support from 
eight of the Association's 16 churches. 
The fe llowship event attracted an au
dience of more than 700 people. 

In addition to bringing Manitoba North 
American Baptists together in worship, 
the Festival provided opportunity for a 
free-will offering, which was sufficient to 
purchase an electric piano for Lake 
Nutimik Baptist Camp. 

The choir selections were interspersed 
by the skillful puppet ministry of Pastor 
Hans Serger of Whiteshell Baptist ~hurch. 
The Praise Festival concluded with the 
climatic rendering of "Happiness is the 
Lord," sung by the combined choirs, 
which numbered 120 children. (Irma 
Kelm, secretary. ) 

LETHBRIDGE, AB. Park Meadows 
Baptist Church held a teache~ apprecia
tion night honoring public school 
teachers. The children of the Church took 
invitations to their teachers. 

Park Meadows Elementary School was 
the fea tured school; eighty percent of the 
teachers attended the service. _It was ahn 

. f · I ·c by vanous yout evening 0 spec1a mus1 .. 
. h h h and Pastor Bruce Merrifield in t e c urc , h .. T 

h d n "Jesus-the Teac er. wo 
preac e 0 d d resented with 
teachers were honore an P 
a gift for the greatest number of years 

d B Park Meadows teaching: Gia ys ossem, . . I 
School (28 years) , and Al Ps1k a , 
Galbraith School (27 years). . . 

At another occasion, the. ladies in

volved in morning Bible studies. put on a 
lovely breakfast for all the lad.1es of. the 
Church. A time was spent shanng things 
God had taught the ladies in the past three 
months of study. (Bette Bailie, church 

clerk.) 

WINNIPEG, MB. Rowandale Baptist 
Church recently dedicated its new cr°~~ 
puterized Allen Organ. It is the aim o t 
senior organists that this beautiful organ 
be used to the glory of God. . d h 

Several individuals had recognize. t fe 
Through their e -need for a new organ . . f 

f d organized a ew forts, an o rgan un was 
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years ago. By the end of January 1983, 
more than half of the cost of the new in
strument was raised. The remainder came 
from the church funds. 

The first organ was purchased in 1957, 
with the youth of the church being the 
motivating force. Some of those people 
had a vital part in the purchase of the new 
simulated pipe organ. 

The present pastor is the Rev. Kenneth 
Schmuland. (H. Kahler, reporter. ) 

EDMONTON, AB . Capilano Baptist 
Church has relocated and changed its 
name to Hillview Baptist Church. With 
the facilities completed, services began the 
end of May. When the pews arrive and 
are installed, the dedication service will 
take place. 

'The outreach and response in this 
community is encouraging. We praise the 
Lord for the opportunity to reap this 
harvest field of souls for his honor and 
glory," says Harvey E. Wolter, church 
clerk. The Rev. Bruno Voss is pastor. 

VENTURIA, ND. The W.M.F. of Ven
turia Baptist Church presented a White 
Cross program dedicating the items made 
by the women. A skit, "Jesus, Our Lord, 
Uses Our Offering," a dedication prayer 
by Joan Tschetter, and a group song, "I 
will Serve Thee," were included in the 
program. A filmstrip, "Joy in Service," 
was. shown. The offering was designated 
for Cameroon. President Jean Schnabel 
led in closing prayer. The Rev. Randall C. 
Tschetter is pastor. (Pauline Tesky, 
reporter.) 

LOS ANGELES, CA. The Rev. Daniel 
Fuchs, Oak Park, IL, conducted a series of 
meetings at Immanuel Baptist Church , 
where he also spoke at the farewell ser
vices for Pastor Wilhelm Wieschollek on 
February 27. Pastor Wieschollek retired 
after 34 years in the Gospel ministry. He 
has served the Immauel Baptist Church 
for seven years. 

Mr. E. Lauf, moderator of the Church 
presided over the morning and afternoon 
services. Orchestral and vocal musical 
selections, speeches, and greetings were 
given during the serv ice. After an ex
tended tour of Europe, the Wiescholleks 
plan to move to Sarasota, FL. (Millie 
Fuchs, reporter. ) 

RIDGEWOOD, NY. Former pastor, the 
Rev. Alphonz Lamphrect, and his wife 
Irene presented a special program at 
Ridgewood Baptist Church about their 
two and one half years in the Soviet 
Union. T hey were appointed by the 
American Baptist Convention to serve the 
English speaking people at the foreign em
bassies in Moscow as Protestant Chap
lain. The Lamphrects reported on the en
couraging growth of churches in the 
Soviet Union and the firm faith of the 
Christians. 

"The poignant hymn singing recorded 
in various churches and played during the 
presentation increased our involvement," 
says Marion von Ahnen, reporter. 

The Rev. Edward Bacon is pastor of 
Ridgewood Baptist. 

LETHBRIDGE, AB. Bethany Baptist 
Church held an installation service for its 
new pastor, the Rev. and Mrs. Peter 
Schroeder, former missionaries to 
Cameroon. Greetings and congratulations 
were given by a number of people in
cluding Prof. Willy Muller , North 
American Baptist ·College, Edmonton, 
and pastors from Park Meadows Baptist, 
Westview Baptist, Temple Baptist (Medi
cine Hat), and the Evangelical Free 
Church, Lethbridge. 

"We pray that with the help of Brother 
Schroeder and our Lord Jesus that our 
Church will continue to grow." (Susan 
Beyer, church clerk.) 

LACROSSE , 
WI. Bible Baptist 
Church had the 
most p leasant op
portunity to hon
or Mrs. Ruth 
Tichenor, orga
nist. Since the age 
of 11, Mrs. T iche
nor has been play
ing the organ most of her years at the 
church. Pastor William H. Heisler, Jr. , 
fr iends, and members of the church pro
vided honorariums. A highlight of the 
morning service was the presentation of 
an honorarium by Mayor Patrick Zielke. 
Testimonial letters were read by Pastor 
Heisler. (LaVeme Samb, reporter.) 

FREDERICKSBURG , PA. Mrs . Eliza
beth Schilling observed her lOOth birth
day on April 15 . She is the widow of the 
la te Rev. Peter F. Schilling, who died in 
1946. They served congregations in New 
Castle, PA; Gladwin, Ml; Scottsbluff 
NE; and Beulah, ND. ' 

MISSOULA, MT. Numerous seminars 
and concerts were presented by "New 
Day" at Bethel Baptist Church as well as 
many visits made . This group of dedi-

(Continued on next page) 
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cated young people brought real blessings 
to every age group. 

They presented the play, "Home Again 
- Portrait of a Family. " It touched the 
hearts of every one. 

There were many decisions for the Lord 
during the time that the team ministered 
at Bethel. The Youth Night program 
brought many young people to the reali
zation of their need of Christ as Lord and 
Savior. "I am sure that the Lord will con
tinue to bless us here because of the fine 
work done by this w onderful group of 
young people," says Ann Marie Carter, 
reporter. 

MISSOULA, MT. Missionary family 
Ken Priebes brought news of their work in 
Cameroon to Bethel Baptist Church, a 
supporting church. "We were brought up
to-date on the work being done through a 
slide presentation . They a lso expressed a 
need for more missionary workers, as 
there have been several men returning 
home from the field because of health 
reasons," states Ann Marie Carter, 
reporter. 

BURTON, T X. The Rev . Alan 
Knuckles, pastor of Greenvine Baptist 
Church, resigned to accept a call to 
Powderly Baptist Church, TX, effective 
May 31. Rev. Knuckles served the Green
vine Church for six years. 

Rev. Knuckles most recently served as 
moderator of the Southern Association 
and has previously held other positions on 
the Association level. G reenvine Baptist 
has seen a great deal of progress under his 
leadership , including the successfu l com
pletion of a building and remodeling pro
gram, addition of church recreation 
facilities, and organization of a full -time 
choir; all of w hich has directly influenced 
attendance and visibility, resulting in 
many souls saved fo r Christ. (Mary Zorn, 
reporter.) 

MADISON, SD. On Sunday after
noon, May 15, the North American Bap
tist Home celebrated its 25th ann iversary. 
The program included special music by 
Kevin Hanson, comments by past and 
present administrators and the first direc
tor's presiden t, and a brief cha llenge by 
the Rev. Jeanie Sherman. Refreshments 
were served. (Richa r d Mayforth , 
reporter .) 

RICHMOND, BC. A 20th anniversary 
commemoration was held at the Rose of 
Sharon Baptist Church on March 26. 
Tables were beautifully decorated , and 
flower bouq uets were placed in va rious 
parts of the auditorium. At the head table 
Pastor Irvin Strauss, Assistant Pastors 
Bob Carroll and Lorne Potter, and their 
wives and special guest , Dr. Joe Son
nenberg, Edmon ton, AB, were seated . 
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A delicious meal prepared by some 
ladies of the church was served, after 
which the congregation was led in singing. 

A few individuals shared openly. 
A humorous skit, presented by the 

youth from Rose of Sharon, portrayed the 
history of the church. 

Dr. Sonnenberg shared a portion from 
God's Word. It was a wonderful Christian 
gathering and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit was evident throughout the entire 
evening. 

Church Dedications 
and Anniversaries 

SIDNEY, MT. The First Baptist Church 
celebrated its 40th anniversary and 
dedicated it new church on April 24, 1983. 

The Rev. Arnold Friez, former pastor, 
Leola, SD, spoke during the Sunday 
school hour. The Rev. Don Cox, present 
pastor, delivered the message, "The Day 
Has Fully Come," to a congregation of 
200 during the worship service. The Plev
na Baptist Church and the Hoch Family, 
Wolf Point, presented special music. 

At the afternoon dedication service, 253 
persons heard the Rev. Charles Littman, 
N .A .B. area minister, bring the message . 
Three former pastors were present in
cluding the Rev. and M rs . Otto Fiesel, 
founding pastor. Special music was pro
vided by the Plevna Baptist Choir, the 
Gale Pust Family, Darlene Pust , and Don 
Josephson. 

Exhibits and slides w ere shown in 
various a reas of the church . (Gladys Tib
bits, reporter. ) 

Wedding 
Ann iversaries 

Mr. and Mrs . Ben G. Schm idt (A lma) 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
May 26, 1983, at an open house Sunday 
the 22nd. The couple have been pilla rs in 
the Terrace Heights Baptist Church in 
Spokane, WA, since before their marriage 
in 1933. Participating in the celebration 

with other relatives and friends were their 
sons, Robert and George, and their 
families and their daughter, Helen Marie, 
missionary doctor in Cameroon. 

Mr. and M rs. Albert Renke celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on Feb . 
21, 1983, with a reception and program 
hosted by their children and grand
children. It was held at First Baptist 
Church in Lodi, CA, where the Renkes are 
active members. (Della Lutz, reporter. ) 

Missions 
Conferences 

KELO W N A, BC. T rinit y Baptis t 
Church was one of six N .A.B. churches of 
the Okanagan a rea that participated in the 
1983 (annual) Mission Conference. The 
theme was "Giving God Our Best. " 

Speakers were Dr. Laura Reddig, the 
Rev. and Mrs. Bert Milner, the Rev. and 
Mrs. Ken Priebe, and Miss Trudy Spletzer 
representing Cameroon; Mr. Curt Radke, 
Nigeria; Miss Karen Klettke, Japa n; and 
Miss Annemarie Hattenhauer, appointee 
to Cameroon. 

Trinity Church featured a slide presen
tat ion by the Bert Milners as well as a ban
quet with Karen Klettke and Curt Radke. 
The Ken Priebes spoke on Sunday morn
ing. Combined meetings included the 
women's brunch , the youth workshop, 
the fell owship meeting, and the closing 
ra lly . 

"All meetings were well attended, and a 
greater awareness of missions to pray, 
give, and go was the result ," says Magda
lene Spletzer, repo rter. The Rev. Gerhard 
Poschwatta is pastor. 

BENTON HARBOR, M I. A telephone 
call was p laced to Missionary Florence 

(Con tinued on page 28) 

In Memoriam 

MRS. ETHEL HEER (80) of Bismarck, ND, 
born Apr. 7, 1903, in Labett County, KS, died 
May 4, 1983. She married Louis E. Reinhart in 
1927. He died in 1949. She married Florale 
Johnson in 1950 and moved to North Dakota. 
He died in 1956. She married Jacob Heer in 
1957. They came to Bismarck in 1968 and 
joined the Bismarck Baptist Church. Mr. Heer 
died in 1977. Survivors include one daughter, 
Mrs. James (Marjorie) Chase, Mandan, ND; 
one sister, Mrs. Chester White; three stepsons: 
Billy Johnson, Sterling, ND, Eddie Heer, Lin
ton, ND, and Herbert Heer, Kent, WA; two 
stepdaughters: Mrs. Leonard Fox, Bronson, 
IA, and Elsie Maiers, Monroe, WA; two grand
children; and many stepgrandchildren and 
stepgreat-grandchildren. The Rev. George 
Neubert officiated at the funeral service. 

VIRGINIA WRAY (58) born May 30, 1924, 
at Artesis, NM, to Julius and Pearl Schulz, died 
May 8, 1983. On Aug. 1, 1942, she married 
Billy Wray at St. Louis, MO. Sin:e :971 
Virginia suffered from cancer, but ~am~amed 
a cheerful disposition and was active m her 
work and in support of her church, Emmanuel 
Baptist, Marion, KS. She was pr~dece~sed by 
her parents and two sisters. Survivors mcl~de 
her husband Billy; three brothers: Julius 
Schulz, Robert Schulz, and Frank Schulz; three 
children: Betty (Mrs. Ted) Major, Hutchinson, 
KS, Mike Wray, Shawnee, KS, and Linda 
(Mrs. Mike) Beltz, Romona, KS; a~d two 
grandchildren. The Rev. 0. Ringenng of
ficiated at the funeral service. 

MR. GEORGE C. GALLIART, so~ of Gott
fried and Katherine Heilgenberg G~ll1art , born 
Feb. 28, 1908, near Wilson, KS, died Apr. 24, 

1983 He moved to Marion County to begm 
farming in the 1930s. He mari~ ~essie .Grent
zel. Aug. lO, 1943. He gave a~t u s~rv1ce a~ .a 
teacher, deacon, treasurer, ~n custo i~n a~ is 
church. Survivors include hM1s w1~ Bess~; t . rte 
sisters: Mrs. Lydia Rhode, rs. aneh an~s, 
Miss Emma Galliart; and one brot er, ~· 
Henry Galliart. He was predeceased by his 

ts three brothers and one sister. The 
k~~en Oliver Ringering ~fficiated at the funeral 

service. 

MRS EMMA GRAPENTINE, nee Falken
berg b~rn in Leduc, AB, on June 29, 1894, died 
A ' 3 1983. In 1906 she accepted Christ as her 
s::i·or'. was baptized, and joined First Baptist 
Church, Leduc, AB. She was a charter member 
of East Olds Baptist Church, Olds, AB. In 1913 
she married Frederick Grapentine; in 1952 they 
moved to Chilliwack, BC. She was predeceased 
by her husband in 1968. Survivors inclu~e .her 
daughter and son-in-law, Norma and Wilham 
Warm· three grandchildren; and four great
grand~hildren . The Rev. E. Martin officiated at 
the funeral service in the absence of Pastor 
Leonard Strelau. 

MARIE K. GROTHE, born Sept. 30, 1902, 
in Germany to Franz and Marie Schneider, 
died Apr . 9, 1983. She committed her life to the 
Lord in her youth and joined the Baptist 
Church in Schmoelln, Germany, where she 
became an active worker. In 1930, she im
migrated to the U.S. and settled in Milwaukee, 
WI. In 1931, they were married. She served her 
Lord faithfully in the women's work of the 
church, holding offices in the "Anna Dingel" 
Missionary Society, for the past ten years as 
president. Survivors include her husband, John 
(Hans); one son Egon; two granddaughters; 
and one sister Martha Jabs. The Rev. Jack E. 
Jones officiated at the funeral service. 

HENRY JUST, Bismarck, ND, born Aug. 1, 
1913, near Zeeland, ND, died Sept. 21, 1982. 
In December 1945, he married Martha Schlit
tenhardt. They lived in Bismarck and Wishek, 
ND, and in Yakima, WA. Survivors include his 
wife, Martha; two sons: Leon, New Orleans, 
and Michael, in the Philippines; three 
daughters: Rose Kavonius, Bismarck, ND, and 
Ruth and Renae Just, San Diego, CA; seven 
grandchildren; one brother, Edwin; and five 
sisters: Lydia Ketterling, Rose Bolin, Mrs. 
Reuben Brander, Mrs. Albert Thom, and Mrs. 
Alvin Boschee. The Rev. M. D. Wolff of
ficiated at the funeral service. 

EMANUEL ENGEL (91). Bismarck, ND, 
born Oct. 10, 1890, at Alexandria, SD, died 
Oct. 8, 1982. He moved to Denhoff, ND, 
where he farmed until his retirement in 1952. 
He married Dorothy Edinger in 1916. Sur
vivors include three sons: Walter, Bismarck, 
ND, Ervin, Minot , ND, and Rueben, Nora 
Springs, IA; one daughter, Alice Johnson, 
Yankton, SD; 19 grandchildren; 21 great
grandchildren; a brother, William, and three 
sisters: Marta Berndt, Bertha Walker, and 
Rosie Huber. The Rev . M. D. Wolff officiated 
at the funeral service. 

ANNA LICHTE (91), of Stafford, KS, born 
to Frantz and Maria Hildebrand on Mar. 5, 
1892, in Ellinwood, KS, died Apr. 18, 1983. On 
Dec. 20, 1911, she married Samuel Lichte in 
Stafford. Anna was a charter member of Cal
vary Baptist Church of Stafford . She was a 
Sunday school teacher and active in the 
Women's Missionary Union. Survivors include 
one son, Edwin and wife, Elizabeth, Stafford; 
two daughters: Lois Kruse and husband Carl, 
Sylvia, KS, and AJathea Watts and husband, 
Lyle, Yates Center, KS; one brother, Ernest 
Hildebrand; 10 grandchildren; and 15 great
grandchildren. She was predeceased by her 
husband and two sons. The Rev. Elton Kirstein 
officiated at the funeral service. 

BLANCHE ENNOR, JR .. nee Rhodes, (95) of 
George, IA, born Feb. 29, 1888, at Spirit Lake, 
IA, d ied Mar. 14, 1983. She married Marty En
nor, Jr. Oct. 9, 1909. They lived in George. To 
this union, five children were born. At the age 

of 80, Blanche and her husband were baptized 
together on Sept. 1, 1968, and became faithful 
members of Central Baptist Church. Survivors 
include two sons: Jack, Cedar Falls, IA, and 
Marty, II, George, IA; three daughters: Alma 
June, (Mrs. Wayne Jackson), Sioux Falls, SD, 
Cary, (Mrs. Elmer Veenker), Kent, WA, Gene
vieve, (Billy, Mrs. Robert Berger), Orion, IL; 
15 grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren. 
The Rev. Harold Drenth officiated at the 
funeral service. 

MARIE SPIEKER (81) of George, IA, born to 
John and Jennie Spieker, Apr. 8, 1901, died 
Mar. 24, 1983. At the age of 18, she accepted 
Christ as her Savior, was baptized, and became 
an active member of Central Baptist Church. 
Marie was a Sunday school teacher, church 
pianist, and was very active in the Women's 
Missionary Society. She loved the Lord and her 
church. Survivors include one brother, Rev. 
Carl J. Spieker, Cincinnati, OH; nephews and 
nieces. Pastor Harold Drenth officiated at the 
funeral service. 

FRIEDA BRENDLE, nee Mueller, born to 
Leopold and Natalie Mueller in Miroslawska, 
Poland, on Jan. 30, 1911, died Apr. 13, 1983. 
She accepted Jesus Christ as Savior at 14, was 
baptized and served her Lord faithfully. On 
Nov. 1, 1940, she married George Brendle. In 
1949 her fami ly moved to Minitonas, and later 
to Winnipeg, MB, Canada. In 1953 they moved 
to Vancouver, BC. where they joined Bethany 
Baptist Church. Survivors include her husband 
George; a daughter Anita Seidel and her hus
band Rudy; a son Hermann and his wife Jenny; 
three grandchildren; four brothers: Emil, AI
nold, Paul, and Helmut; and one sister, Wanda 
Kuss. The Reverends Ulrich Laser and Helmut 
Waltereit officiated at the funeral service. 

MEL VILLE IRWIN (Mac) KUEHL, born in 
Haggerty Township, ON, on Dec. 29, 1919, 
died Apr. 1, 1983. He married Katie Kargus on 
June 15, 1943 . This union was blessed with 
three daughters. Mac had been moderator of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Killaloe, for the past 
several years. He also held various positions of 
leadership in the N.A.B. Conference and in the 
Eastern Association . Survivors include three 
daughters: Mrs. Aubrey (Karen) Allen, Killa
loe, ON; Mrs. Joe (Linda) Bell , Ottawa, ON, 
and Marlene of Lunda, MB; one brother Or
ville, three grandchildren, and several nieces 
and nephews. 

EUGENE R. WIEGAND (66) of San Marcos, 
TX, born Jan . 10, 1917, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Adolph Wiegand died Mar. 11, 1983. He was 
baptized and joined Immanuel Baptist Church 
at an early age. Survivors include his wife; two 
sons: Gene and David, Laramie, WY; his 
mother; one sister Ruby Wiegand; and one 
brother Joe Wiegand. The Rev. Curtis Ellison 
officiated at the funeral service assisted by the 
Rev . James Lavender. 
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Eleven Overseas 
Missionaries 
Appointed Include 
Daughters Of Board 
Members 

For the Rev. Ralph Cooke, chair
man of the Board of Missions, and 
the Rev. Herman Effa, vice chairman, 
it was a moving moment as the mo
tions were made to appoint their 
daughters and their husbands, the 
Rev . and Mrs. Dale (Lois Cooke) 
Fuchs of Burling ton, ON, to 
Cameroon, and the Rev. and Mrs. 
Ken (Jerilyn Eff a) Bayer, Edmonton, 
AB, to missionary service in 
Cameroon and Brazil respectively. 

Among the eleven missionaries en
th usiastically appointed by the 
Board, a lso, were Miss Nancy 
Grover, Portland, OR, as a teacher in 
the new school for missionary 
children, Bamenda, Cameroon; Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Schroeder, Van
couver, BC, for general adminis
tration and church ministries in 
Cameroon. These, along with Prof. 
and Mrs. Willy Muller, Edmonton, 
AB, appointed for a two-year term to 
minister to pastors and missionaries, 
will leave the end of August for their 
overseas appointments. 

Also appointed were Mr. and Mrs. 
Alan Steier, Minneapolis, MN, to 
Japan. They plan to leave in early 
1984 for Japan, where they will enter 
language school. 

Task Force On 
Ordination Meets 

At its first meeting on May 3, the 
Ordination Task Force reviewed its 
task, determined objectives and steps 
of procedure, and reviewed current 
N .A.B. Conference and Association 
guidelines for ordination. 

Assignments were made to study 
various issues and obtain resources 
concerning ordination. 

At its June 1982 meeting, the 
General Council had recommended 
that a task force be appointed to 
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prepare scripturally based position 
papers on the subject of ordination. 

Members of the task force are the 
Reverends Ron Berg, Edmonton, AB; 
Jim DeBoer, Dickinson, ND; Hein
rich Golia th, Hamilton, ON; Harvey 
Mehlhaff, Minneapolis, MN; and 
Eugene Kern, Fair Oaks, CA; Mr. Jim 
Biggerstaff, Aberdeen, SD; Dr . 
Donald Miller, Portland, OR; Miss 
Carol Potratz, Bismarck, ND; Mrs. 
Delmar Wesseler, Lorraine, KS; and 
Dr. John Binder. 

"It is exciting," says Mr. Berg, 
chairman, " to see a good spirit of 
openness on the part of the committee 
members and their determination to 
search the scriptures for the answer to 
the question, 'Who should be or
dained'?" 

" New Day" Team 
Appointed for 
1983-84 

The Church Extension I Church 
Growth Board appointed 16 persons 
as members of the 1983-84 "New 
Day" team. The Rev. Ray Harsch, 
evangelism director, announces the 
following appointments: 

Music section : Leslie Ann Gerber, 
North Carroll ton Baptist, Carrollton, 
TX; Julie Ann Klingenberg, Anderson 
Road Baptist, Houston , TX; Julie 
Voight, First Baptist, Avon, SD; 
Becky Washburn, Quail Lakes Bap
tist, Stockton, CA; Lyle Buyer, Car
bon Baptist, AB; Clayton Heeren, 
Trinity Baptist, Sioux Falls, SD; 
Terry Patzer, Ebenezer Baptist, SK; 
David Stoutland, Brook Park Baptist, 
Brooklyn Center, MN; and Bruce 
Duncan (sound techn ician), Ripley 
Bouelvard Baptist, Alpena, Ml; and 

Discipling section: Kristine Berndt, 
Latta Road Baptist, Rochester, NY; 
Sandra Chatsick, Calvary Baptist, 
Killaloe, ON; Heidy Gerbert , Ger
man Baptist, Hamil ton, ON; Earl 
Berkan, Raymore Baptist, Semans, 
SK; Norman Grube, Trinity Baptist, 
Kelowna, BC; and Roger Tiede, 
McDermot Ave. Baptist, Winnipeg, 
MB. 

Beth Wright begins her third year 
as assistant director . 

Brazilian Baptists 
Believe in Missions 

RIO DE JANEIRO-Whereas for 
many decades Brazil was considered a 
mission field, the Baptists there have 
over the last years sent out more mis
sionaries than any other country in 
South America. The more than one
half million Baptists in about 3,000 
churches have 44 missionaries work
ing in South American countries, 21 
in Europe (Spain, France, Portugal), 
four in Africa (South Africa, Mozam
bique) and six in North America 
(Canada, USA). Of the 75 full-time 
missionaries, the largest group, a 
group of 18, is sta tioned in Paraguay. 

. . . Conference . . . 
(Continued from page 26) 
Miller in Japan during the afternoon ser
vice on Missionary Sunday at Napier 
Park view Baptist Church. All present 
heard the conversation. It was 5 a.m. in 
Japan at the time. 

The fu ll-day Sunday missions obser
vance was planned by the Missionary 
Committee of which Dr. Don Moriill is 
chairman. During the Bible School hour, 
a missionary film , "Mountain of Light," 
was shown . The Rev . Richard Winchell, 
genera l director, TEAM, was speaker at 
the morning and afternoon worship 
hours. 

Special missionary music was pre
sented, and a panel discussion on the 
topic, "Explo ring Our Missionary Oppor
tunities," was included in the afternoon 
services. Dr. Douglas Gallagher, pastor, 
concluded the day speaking on "A 
Pastor's Heart fo r Missions." (Doris 
Badgley, reporter.) 

Camps and Retreats 

LANSING, IA . The sixth annual Iowa 
Association Women's Retreat, April 15 
and 16, at Cent ral Baptist Camp was en
joyed by 80 women. Special music, sing
spirat ion, a get acquainted time and shar
ing made the Friday evening and Saturday 
sessions complete. 

The test imonies from Bonnie Buss, Ja
neane Dillavou, and Janola Murra were a 
special part of the weekend's program . 
"The music, chalk drawing, testimonies, 
and devotionals were truly examples of 
how the Lord can use each of us as we 
allow him to mold us," says Vera 
Bronleewe, retreat chairperson. 

A special offering of $1,521 was given 
to Central Baptist Camp. 

All reports received at our o ffice for "Our 
Conference in A ction " by May 20 appear 
in this issue. 

What 's Happening 
Chaplain Alvin Harsch, serving at 

the Medical Center Rehabilitation 
Hospital in Grand Forks, ND, is 
developing four relaxation tapes for 
use with pain control using medi ta
tion techniques, imaging, scripture 
and music. 

Chaplain David Rapske will begin 
the Chaplain Career course at Ft. 
Monmouth, NJ, on July 11, 1983. For 
the past year, he has been stationed in 
Korea . 

Th e Rev. Alan Knuckles resigned 
as pastor of Greenvine Baptist 
Church, Burton, TX, where he served 
since 1977. He has accepted t~e 
pastorate of a non-N.A.B. church in 
Powderly, TX. 

Mr. Bob Carroll, assistant pastor 
of Rose of Sharon Baptist Ch~rch, 
Richmond, BC since 1980, resigned 
to accept the position of youth pastor 
of McKernan Baptist, Edmonton, 
AB. 

Community Baptist Church , yYest 
Boca Raton, FL, was accepte.d into 
the Michigan Association at its an
nual meeting, April 29, 1983. Dr. 
John Hisel is pastor . 

Mr. Jason Haas, a 19~3 gradu.ate of 
North American Baptist s.emin?ry, 
s· Falls SD was ordained into 

hwux . . try' at Zion Baptist Church, 
t e m1ms 83 H 
Ok OK on May 31, 19 · e 

eene, ' f D . B tist 
became the pastor o an~1g ap 
Ch h Avon SD effective July 1, urc , ' ' 
1983. 

The Rev. Clyde Z imbelman will 
b the pastor of Shell Creek 
s:c~~te Church, Columbus, NE, ef-

P. J 1 1 1983 He was pastor of 
fect1ve u Y ' · L' ND 
First Baptist Church, mton, ' 
since 1977. 

R Ha rry Friess, Rosthern, The ev. t f 
has accepted the pastora ~ .o 

SK, B · t Church Golden Prame, First apt1s ' 
SK, effective August 1983. 

Tl Rev Ron Berg becomes pastor 
1e · . Ch h Van-

of Ebenezer Bapt~st A urc 1' 1983. 
BC effective ug. ' 

couver, ' f Steele Heights 
He has been pastor o 

Baptist Church, Edmonton, AB, since 
1971. 

The Rev. William Jeschke has ac
cepted the pastorate of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Portland, OR, effec
tive June 15, 1983. He was pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Bethlehem, 
PA, since 1979. 

Mr. Craig Holmes, a 1983 graduate 
of Moody Bible Institute, became 
youth pastor at Woodland Shores 
Baptist Church, Bridgman, MI, on 
July 1, 1983. (He is not to be co~fused 
with the Craig Holmes serving at 
Faith Baptist, Minneapolis.) 

Mr. Tim Rieck became pastor of 
Oakbank Baptist Church, Manitoba, 
on July 1, 1983. 

The Rev. Larry Bienert, N.A.B. 
estate planning counselor in the Cen
tral Pacific, Pacific Northwest, 
British Columbia and Alberta Asso
ciations resigned from this position 
effective June 30, 1983. He has served 
in this capaci ty since 1975. He be
comes Administrator of the Baptist 
Home, Portland, OR, effective July 1, 
1983. 

\ 

Dr. Tom 
Johnson, aca
demic vice 
president, Sioux 
Falls College, 
SD, has ac
cepted the po-

sition of associate professor of 
Biblica l Theo logy a t N.A .B. 
Seminary, effective July 1 , 1983. 

The following received the Doctor 
of Ministry degree a t the commence
ment exercises at the North American 
Baptist Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, 
May 22, 1983: Rev. David Korb, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Emery, 
SD; Rev. Ronald Mayforth, associate 
professor of Pastoral Theology , 
North American Baptist College and 
Divinity School, Edmonton, AB; 
Rev. Robert Penner, pastor, Im
manuel Baptist Church, Kankakee, 
IL ; Rev. Paul Siewert , pastor, 
Rochester, MN. 

The North American Baptist Semi
nary, Sioux Falls, SD, conferred the 
honora'ry degree of Doctor of Divini
ty on the Rev. Connie Salios, at its 
commencement exercises on May 22, 
1983. Rev. Salios is development 
director for the N.A.B. Conference. 

Hoffman Ap
pointed "New 

Day'' Director 
The Rev . War

ren Hoffman 

,.;.,; j 
'. \;. • was appointed . 

by the Church Extension I Church 
Growth Board as director of youth 
and "New Day," an evangelism, dis
cipleship, and music team of the 
N.A.B. Conference effective July 1, 
1983. Hoffman has been serving as 
pastor of Christian education and 
youth a t Grace Baptist Chur~h, 
Calgary, AB, since his graduation 
from N.A.B. Seminary in 1981. 

His parents, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Walter Hoffman, of Medicine Hat, 
AB, served as -directors of God's 
Volunteers from 1958-65 , now 
known as "New Day." 

Ganstrom Ap
pointed Associate 
Church Extension 

Director 
Dr . Donald 

Ganstrom has 
been appointed 

associate director of church extension 
for the N .A.B. Conference by the 
Church Extension / Growth Board ef
fective July 1 for a one year term. He 
has been serving as interim church ex
tension director since 1981. His per
sonal experience in planting churches 
has been of much help to church ex
tension pastors during the past two 
years. 

Lang Resigns Mis
sion Position to 
Accept Church 

Pastorate 
The Rev. Harold 
F. Lang, associate 
missions director 

for promotion and personnel has ac
cepted the call to become pastor of 
Riverview Baptist Church, West St. 
Paul, MN, effective Sept. 1, 1983. 
Lang, who has served effectively in 
promoting missions and recruiting 
new missionaries for our N.A.B. mis
sion fields since 1980, is looking for
ward to returning to the pastorate. 
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Choirs Invited to Sing 
At Youth World Conference 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Youth 
choirs attending the Tenth Baptist 
Youth World Conference in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, may register to pre
sent a brief concert during the July 
11-15, 1984, meeting, according to 
conference music coordinator Leroy 
Yarbrough, music professor at New 
Orleans (La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Many opportunities will be 
available for choirs plus instrumental 
groups to sing during the week, Yar
brough said, including parks, shopping 
malls, surrounding communities and 
prior to all sessions of the conference. 

For brochures and registration forms 
to attend the Tenth Baptist Youth 
World Conference, write to Baptist 
World Alliance, Youth Conference, 
1628 Sixteenth Street, N. W., 
Washington, D.C. 20009. Approxi
mately 6,000 youth and their sponsors 
are expected to attend. 

To make application for a youth 
choir to sing in Buenos Aires, write to 
Leroy Yarbrough, New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary, 3939 Gentil
ly Blvd., New Orleans, La. 70126. 

Youth Conference to Demonstrate 
Truth in Christ 

More than 6,000 persons are ex
pected to attend the 10th Baptist Youth 
World Conference in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, July 11-15, 1984. Represen
tatives from as many as 60 nations will 
meet in Argentina to explore the 
theme, "Jesus Christ- The Truth: Our 
Faith, Our Commitment , Our Peace." 

Sponsored by the Youth Depart
ment of the Baptist World Alliance, the 
youth conference has been meeting ap
proximately every five years since 
1931. 

Plans for the 1984 conference in
clude morning sessions in which par
ticipants will meet in community 
groups. A large part of the learning 
and sharing will take place in 10 
member core groups. 

Some of the events planned for the 
week are (1) daily discussions of the 
subthemes, "Faith, Commitment, and 
Peace, " (2) youth leadership training, 
(3) discussion groups for youth and 
adults, (4) concerts and drama, (S) 
p lenary sessions with outstanding 
speakers, (6) international musical 
groups, (7) flag ceremony in the city, 
(8) citywide w itnessing, and (9) 
workshops on topics of concern to 
youth. 

For more information about the 
10th Baptist Youth World Conference 
write to Ray Harsch, 1 So. 210 Summit 
A ve., Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 . 

-------------------- - --------- ---------
READERSHIP SURVEY 

Please rate the following articles (1 is lowest, 5 is highest) 

1. Are You a Type "A" Christian? 1 2 3 4 5 
2. What's Your Church Like? 1 2 3 4 5 
3. Sodom or Nineveh? 1 2 3 4 5 
4. Love Leaves No Choice 1 2 3 4 5 
5. To Catch a Vision 1 2 3 4 5 
6. Mission Not Impossible 1 2 3 4 5 
7. Building Strong Families through the Word of God 1 2 3 4 5 
8. Woman's World 1 2 3 4 5 
9. Our Conference in Action 1 2 3 4 5 

10. Keeping in Touch 1 2 3 4 5 
11. The General Council Meets 1 2 3 4 5 
12. What's Happening 1 2 3 4 5 

What subjects would you suggest for articles in the Baptist Herald? 

Did you pass it on to someone else to read __ yes ___no 

Age: under 20 0 20-29 D 30-39 0 40-49 0 50-59 
Male 0 Female D 

0 60-69 0 70+ 0 

How many read this Baptist Herald in your home? 

Please send your response to Baptist Herald, 1 So. 210 Summit A ve., Oakbrook 
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Letter to 
the Editor 
Dear Editor: 

Just received the May issue of the 
Baptist Herald. That is one of the best 
with all those articles on reports of 
the growth of those churches. Prayer 
is still the same power with the Lord 
that it has always been. We are the 
ones that fail to use that power from 
the Lord.-Mrs. J. J. Lippert , Waco, 
TX. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the following churches for joining 
the Church Family Subscription Plan 
to the Baptist Herald: 
Ridgemont Baptist, East Detroit, Ml; 
Rev. Alfred Grams, pastor; Mr. 
Gerhard Newman, agent. 
First Baptist, Leola, SD; Rev. Arnold 
Friez, pastor; Mr. Jake Kirschman, 
agent. 
Lakes/tore Baptist, St. Catharines, 
ON; Rev. Lorne Hamp, pastor; Mrs. 
Hilda Maier, agent. 

To these for renewing through the 
Church Family Subscription Plan to 
the Baptist Herald: 
Redeemer Baptist, Columbus, NE; 
Rev. Terry Chrisope, pastor. 
Temple Baptist, M edicine Hat , MB; 
Rev. Loren Weber, pastor. 
Quail Lakes Baptist, Stockton , CA; 
Rev . Fred Jantz, pastor. 
Community Baptist, Beavercreek, 
(Xenia), OH; Rev. Richard Hardy, 
pastor. 
First Baptist, Steamboat Rock, IA; 
Rev. Dennis Dewey, pastor. 
Faith Community Baptis t, Lenexa, KS; 
Rev. Anthony Salazar, pastor. 
Bloomfield Hills Baptist, Bloomfield 
Hills , Ml; Rev. Norman Vernon, 
pastor; Mrs. Craig Merseles, agent. 
Turtle Lake Baptist, Turtle Lake, ND; 
Rev. Dennis Goodin, pastor. 
Emmanuel Baptist, Valleyview, AB; 
Rev. Robert Hoffman, pastor; Mrs. 
Arnold Kruger, agent. 
Rowandale Baptist, Winnipeg, MB; 
Rev. Kenneth Schmuland, pastor; Miss 
Rose Fuellbrandt, agent. 
Hillcrest Baptist, Sioux Falls, SO; Miss 
Louise Westerman, agent. 
Ridgewood Baptis t, Brookfield, WI; 
Rev. Erwin Babbel, pastor; Mr. Ed
ward Fuhrmann, agent. 
M owata Baptist, Eunice, LA ; Rev. An
thony Arends, pastor; Mrs. Keith 
Rockett, agent. 
Shell Creek Baptist, Columbus, NE; 
Mrs. Lydia Gehring, agent. 
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You Are Cordially Invited to a 

GRAND TOUR OF EUROPE 
and the 

Oberammergau Passion Play 
with 

TOUR HOST: Rev. Kurt Redschlag 
19 Magnificent Days July 8-26, 1984 

Departing from Edmonton I Calgary 

YOU'LL ENJOY ... 

* English-speaking guides * first class hotels throughout the tour * 
• a gondola serenade in Venice • a boat cruise down the romantic Rhine 

River * a drive through the beautiful Vienna Woods * a visit to the 
spectacular Palace of Versailles * climbing the magnificent Leaning Tower 

of Pisa • a view of the famous Eiffel Tower * visiting the "Sound of Music " 
city of Salzburg * the special 350th anniversary performance of the 

Oberammergau Passion Play * and much, much more • 
For a free descriptive brochure, without any obligation, write or call: 

Rev. Kurt Redschlag 
1076 Millbourne Rd. E. 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6K lWl 
Phone: (403) 462-6010 

SWITZERLAND • IT ALY • FRANCE • BELGIUM 

--------- --- -------------------
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Join the 16-Day Tour 
to the 

Baptist World Youth Congress 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

July 11-15, 1984 

Write ~ev. Wenzel Hanik 
Box 510 
Onoway, AB, Canada 
TOE lVO 

WANTED: 
Names and home addresses as well 
as school addresses of N.A.B. 
students planning to attend Baylor 
University, Waco, TX, in the fall 
1983. 

Central Baptist Church, an N.A.B. 
Conference church, located at 2901 
Connor Ave., about two miles 
from the campus of Baylor Univer
sity, would like the opportunity to 
minister to students. Transporta
tion to the Church will be pro
vided. 

Please send names and addresses to 
Rev. Joe Cook 
2925 Connor Ave. 
Waco, Texas 76711 
(817) 754-2407 

Yes, f am interested in Dan, please send me more informat ion. 
Announcing 
Daniel Grueneich' s 
Musical Ministries 

__ Enclosed is $8. 00 for album, Singing the Shepherd's Song. 

Send more information. Please call me soon about scheduling 
--Dan in our church for fall 1983. 

Name 

Street Address 

City State/Province Code 

Phone Number 

Mail to: Rev. Greg Odell 
Box 74, Plevna. Montana 59344 

Dan Grueneich, a North American Baptist, is the son of the Rev. and 
Mrs. Reuben Grueneich of Rock Rapids, Iowa . He has traveled exten
sively; within the last four years, he has been engaged in full-time Gospel 
singing at home and abroad. He has traveled across Canada, and several 
years ago, he traveled to Africa. Dan has recorded an album entitled, 
Singing the Shepherd's Songs, and is currently working on a new release 
fo r February 1984. 

Dan is available for concerts, youth rallies, banquets, and revival 
c rusades. 

For added attraction during his concerts, Dan presents a Biblical story 
with his gospel puppets for the children. 

To schedule Dan in your church, call or write his Scheduling Coor
dinator, the Rev. Greg Odell , Box 68, Plevna, Montana 59344 
(406-772-5635). 

To receive a copy of Dan's record, also contact Rev. Odell and enclose 
$8.00 postage paid. 
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NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST CONFERENCE 1983 MISSION AND 
MINISTRY NEED 

Your generous support is urgently needed to accomplish our N .A .B. ministry 
goals. Our missionaries, church extension pastors, and schools are 

depending on you! 

Missions 
$1,678,410 

41% 

$4,150,000 

You and 
your Church 
are the key 
through 
prayer. 

UNBUDGETED 
EXPENSES 

Inflation 
Currency 

Exchange Etc. 

Church Extension / 
Church Growth 

$837,275 
21% 

North American 
Baptist College I OS 

$289,000 
7% 

Development 
$320,785 

8 % 

North American 
Baptist Seminary 

$373,000 
9 % 

Area Ministries 
$252,025 

6% 

Contingencies 
$87,430 

2% 

Pension and Aged 
Ministers 

$62,000 
2% 

General Council 
$150,075 

4% 


