


the moderator's perspective----

Because You Are Young! 

T
he Apostle Paul said to 
Timothy, " Don't let anyone 

think little of you because you are 
young. Be their ideal; let them 
follow the way you teach and live; 
be a pattern for them in your love, 
your fa ith , and your clean 
thoughts" (I Timothy 4:12 LB). 
He was speaking to a man who 
quite likely was in his late 
twenties. However, some Bible 
scholars say that he was between 
34 and 39 years of age. 

All of us have our own ideas 
about young people and youth
fulness. That's okay as long as we 
remember that people of all ages 
are special to God with a unique 
place in God's world . It's exciting 
to observe individuals in their 
teens and those in the prime of 
life, desiring to make their lives 
count for the Lord. All the fresh
ness and enthusiasm that is trans
mitted by those who are young, 
especially by those wh o are living 
their lives for Jesus, is an essential 
for today' s world. 

It's very easy to become critical 
and negative when think ing 
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about youth today. Sure, there 
are those who are unteachable, 
rebellious, irresponsible and 
without direction-but is that not 
found in virtually all age groups? 
I would rather ch oose to think 
about those young people who 
want to learn, mature and 
become responsible individuals in 
our world . I praise the Lord for 
many such young people 
everywhere today. 

"Kids today want a challenge and 
goal for life, and I can think of 
none greater than the one found 
in Christ Jesus." 

At Sunrise Baptis t Church, 
there are several hundred young 
people who bring a vitality and 
dimension to all phases of 
ministry that are appreciated by 
the entire congregation. Kids 
today want a challenge and goal 
for life, and I can think of none 
greater than the one found in 
Christ Jesus. 

My constant prayer is that I, as 
a parent and pastor, w ill 
demonstrate to teenagers a God-

honoring life: a life of joy and 
obedience to the principles of 
God's Word, a life of consistent 
balance between faith and action, 
prayer and purpose, love, and 
discipline so that he will be 
glorified and his people edified. 
Paul encouraged Timothy not to 
let anyone despise him because of 
his youth. He was to be respected 
because of his area of 
responsibility. He was not to 
attain this end by "acting big" or 
bragging about his credentials but 
by behaving as a trustworthy, 
pure, and lo~ing person . 

I am coniident that the vast 
majority of teens in our North 
American Baptist church es have 
a real desire to live unashamedly 
for Christ. We, as parents and 
leaders in our church es, want to 
support and encourage you in 
achieving such God-honoring 
goals . You are a vital part of our 
N.A.B. fellowship. 

I'm looking forward to meeting 
many of you next summer in 
Anaheim, California, during the 
sessions of the 41st Triennial 
Conference of North American 
Baptist churches. At that time you 
will exemplify and demonstrate 
how youth live "Beyond the 
Magic Kingdom ." 
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To sideline youth 
until they are 

perceived to be 
ready is to 

lack faith in 
the One who has 

commissioned 
all. 
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Youth-
What Are O ur 
Expectations? 

"Ask not what your country can do 
for you, but what you can do for your 
countn;. " 

-John F. Kennedy 

J t has .been more than twenty 
years smce many of us first heard 

those memorable words and pon
der~d their impact upon the life of a 
na.tion. The sentimen t from which 
this statem~nt was drawn touches a 
tru th that is more profound than 
many may care to entertain . The 
thoug~t t~~t " it is better to give than 
to receive (Acts 20:35) is an ancient 
one, w hich has permea te d 
throughout human history even to 
our ~resent generation . The essence 
of this thought was never more clear
ly u.nderstood than when it came to 
life m the person of Jesus Christ who 
came solely in order to give.' This 
et~r~ally living truth reaches deep 
w1thm the soul of every Christian 
and tugs at chords that are linked to 
the Word of God ... 

" · · · p rese nt your bodies a living 
and holy sac rifice . . . " (Romans 
12:1). 

" · · · walk in love jus t as Christ 
also loved you, and gave himself up 
for us · · . " (Ephesians 5:2). 

" Do nothing from selfishness or 
ei:ipty conceit, but with humility of 
mmd let each of you rega rd one 
another as more important than 
himself; do not merely look out for 
your own personal interests but also 
f~r the in terests of oth ers'; (Phili _ 
p1ans 2:3,4). P 
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by Terry Fossen 

"Greater love has no one than this, 
that one lay dow n his life for a 
friend" Oohn 15:13). 

The "giving of oneself" is so inte
grally interwoven into the fabric of 
the Christian faith that it becomes the 
challenge of life for every child of 
God. 

To " take up the cross," to " be 
crucified w ith Chris t," and to " die 
to.s~lf' '. is the "Great Expectation." To 
mm1m1ze the importance of this 
expectation is to lose touch with the 
very heartbeat of the faith. It is 
precisely h ere that Chris tian youth 
face their greatest struggle. 

The Burden of 
Low Expectation 

For centuries, the plig ht of all 
young people was to exis t under 
unreasonable societal de mands. To
d ay, the pendulum has swung to the 
opposite extreme. Youth, regarded 
to be " in formation," are offered less 
and less consideration in terms of 
the ir contribution to socie ty as a 
w hole. Unfortunately, the Christian 
church has succumbed to the in
fluence of this "world ly" a ttitude . 
Christian young people are learning 
to settle for less and less in terms of 
the expectations of the Chris tian 
walk, s imply because less and less is 
expected of them. 

For years now, the activity of 
Christian youth has been character
i ze~ by s uch things as Friday night 
socials, Sunday evening fellowships, 
Wednesd ay night Bible studies, 
weeke nd retreats, and week-long 
camps, in addition to the regular 
Sunday scho<?l and Sunday morning 
worship servICes. The ge neral intent 
of these activities has been to educate 
a.nd to excite the youth until such a 
time as th ey are ready to embark 

upon serious endeavors of their 
own. This, however, relegates youth 
to that place of veritable inertia, more 
or less in a state of " limbo," doing 
on their ow n w hat seldom really 
matters. 

Rarely are Christian youth called 
upon to be involved in s uch things 

as setting visions, making decisions, 
or pioneering projects that affect the 
whole church. Even the up-coming 
Triennial Conference of North 
American Baptist Churches high
lights this fact, in that the youth are 
not expected to participate as 
delegates in the mainstream of 
N.A.B. concerns . 

The ve1y term " kids," used almost 
universally of young people even up 
to th e age of college and career 
youth, reflects a "don ' t expect 
much" a ttitude. In spite of the fact 
that spiritual maturity cannot be tied 
to ch ronological age, Christian youth 
overall are viewed (even by them
selves) as being undeveloped, inade
quate, immature, and even childish. 

Low Expectations-A Serious 
Concern-Why? 

" Low expectation" of Christian 
youth is a serious concern for several 
reasons . First, it contradicts Scrip
ture . John 1:12 tells us that " as many 
as received Hirn, to them. He gave 
the right to become children of 

Paul was not 
satisfied to 
wait until 
Timothy had 
''come of age.'' 
He affirmed 
Timothy's 
place on the 
front lines. 

God." To be a ch ild of God is no 
s mall thing. It is a great privilege (I 
John 3:1), which has a great purpose 
(Matthew 28:18, 19), which is realized 
by a great power (Acts 1:8) . 

Second, low expectations do the 
youth a great injustice. Christian 
young people not only need educa
tion and excitement but also exercise. 
Chris tians w ho expect to feed upon 
the Word of God without opportu
nity to exercise obedience become fa t, 
fru s trate d Chris tians, prone to 
spiritual " heart attack." Chris tians 
wh o expect to entertain excitement 
ra ther than exercise excitement end 
up living in selfishness. 

Third, low expectations nullify a 
mighty force in the church. Satan 

does not have to lure Chris tian youth 
into worldy lusts if he can lull them 
to sleep with a worldly attitude. Low 
expectation of what God can do 
through Chris tian youth is tanta
mount to quenching the Spirit of 
God (I Thessalonians 5:19) and hav
ing a form of godliness but denymg 
the power thereof (II Timothy 3:5). 

Low expectation is precisely the con
cern that Paul addressed as he wrote 
to the (relatively) young man, 
Timothy: "Let n o one look dow n on 
your youthfulness" (I Timothy 4:12). 

Paul was emphasizing that age is 
not a legitimate factor in terms of 
what must be the Christian expecta
tion . With an air of "exp ectancy," 
Paul confidently outlined the great 
task, which he expected of Timothy : 
" . . . in speech , and conduct, in 
love, faith, and purity show yourself 
an example of those who believe" (I 
Timothy 4:12). 

This task required total giving on 
the part of Timothy . Paul would not 
minimize Timothy's responsibilities 
just becau se he was young, in spite 
of the fact that others did. Paul was 
not satisfied to wait until Timothy 
had "come of age." He affirmed 
Timothy's p lace on the front lines in 
the very heat of battle. 

It is at this same s trategic location 
that all Christian youth belong today. 
They must be engulfed in crucial 
ministry, w hatever form that might 
take. This w ill continually force the 
youth to look to God and call upon 
him for the power that is so 
des perately needed, w hich only he 
can give. To sideline youth until they 
are perceived to be ready is to lack 
faith in the One who has commis
sioned all. The concept of " first 
grow, then go," is s tifling to true 
discipleship. In the power of the 
Spirit of God, the view should be to 
"grow as you go." 

The last thing Christian youth 
need is a softer touch, a diluted ap
proach . They need to be s tretched . 
They want a challenge. They can 
handle the Great Expectation of the 
Gospel, because they d o not "go it 
a lone" (Philippians 4:13). 

A word d irectly to the youth would 
be, to quote a familiar thought .... 

"Attempt great th ings for God, 
Expect great things from God. " Cl 
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Teenagers want to be 
encouraged to develop 
those spiritual gifts that 
others have told the~ 
they have from God and 
to be able to serve in 
areas where they feel 
they can really minister 
to those around them. 
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Things Youth Would 
To Tell You 

Love 

Parents, pastors, church and 
conference leaders, and youth 

workers often spend considerable 
time trying to understand the 
thoughts and actions of youth . 
Hundreds of books and articles 
have been written by profes
sionals on every aspect of the life 
of a teenager, explaining how they 
feel, interact, play, think, and 
worship. 

Numerous characteristic profiles 
have been developed to decipher 
and define their behavior and to 
provide methods to properly 
discipline and educate them. 
There are public forums, con
ferences, workshops, and surveys 
designed to tell us what youth 
want and need. Statistics have 
been compiled on the attitudes 
and conduct of youth. Lists have 
been established giving all the re
quired elements necessary for an 
effective youth program, which 
deals with all the facets of the life 
of a young person. Youth are 
observed, predicted, analyzed, in
terpreted, examined, s tudied , 
scrutinized, investigated, discuss
ed, and reviewed. 

In talking with young people, 
there seems to be one overriding 
thing that has been forgotten. 
Many teenagers just want some
one to simply listen to them
really listen to what they are say
ing. Frequently, we have stopped 
listen ing to our youth and have 
planned programs around them, 
including thi ngs we think they 

Til e Rev. Loren 
Kopf is Associate 
Pastor in C11ristia 11 
Ed11catio11 at Te111-
ple Baptist C/111 rch, 
Medicine Hat, 
Alberta . 

by Loren Kopf 

need. The focus of our ministry 
has been programs instead of 
people. 

Listening to youth has given me 
the special opportunity to become 
aware of their thinking on a 
number of issues . I will share 
some of the feelings and com
ments that youth have expressed 
to me on things they would love 
to tell parents, church leaders, and 
our conference. 

A Desire to be Accepted 
One of the biggest concerns of 

the teenager today is personal ac
ceptance. Like all of us, they wish 
to be treated not as an insignifi
cant part of the church called "the 
youth group" but as unique in
dividuals with special qualities, 
gifts, and attributes. 

Each of us desires to be loved, 
encouraged, and supported. 
Teenagers want those around 
them to be human and to com
municate to them on a personal 
level. They appreciate it when 
others admit to them when they 
make mistakes and apologize 
when they are wrong. 

Youth want to know what 
others are thinking and th e 
reasons for their decisions. They 
are developing as adults, and they 
look to you for help and guidance. 
They want guidelines set for 
them, but they also want to be 
given an opportunity to do their 
own thinking and make their own 
decisions. Teenagers need to be 
allowed to fa il, for they realize that 
learning comes both from success 
and failure. Youth wa nt others to 
know that they are people, too! 

A Desire for True 
Christianity 

Youth also want to have a 

Christianity that is real. One of the 
th ings most challenging about 
working with youth is that they 
can quickly observe a Christianity 
that is empty of conviction. Many 
teenagers have lost interes t and 
enthusiasm for a Christianity that 
seems to them to be only a set of 
rules and empty rituals. They de
mand to see a faith that is worth 
living for-a Christianity based on 
loving actions. 

Young people want to know 
what Christianity is doing in the 
lives of Christians around them 
now. They do not necessarily 
want easy or s imple answers to 
the hard questions of life and 
faith, but they seek a belief that is 
backed up by daily action· and 
commitment. 

The reason many youth do not 
want to attend church, Sunday 
school, and Bible studies, and the 
reason they do not want to get in
volved is because they fail to see 

parents and church lead ers at
tending and involved; therefore 
they feel it must not be important. 
When was the las t time you told 
a young person what Jesus did for 
you recently? Do you realize that 
you are communicating your 
Christianity loudest by the way 
you lead your life? 

A Desire to Serve 
Followed closely by a desire for 

true Christianity, youth desire to 
serve. Often they are considered 
too young or too inexperienced to 
do anything within the church, 
except maybe to pour juice for a 
children's Sunday school class. 
Yet teenagers want to be en
couraged to develop those 
spiritual gifts that others have told 
them they have from God and to 
be able to serve in areas where 
they feel they can really minister 
to those around them. 

O ne of the problems within our 

churches and within our Con
ference is that there is a lack of 
opportunities for youth to person
ally serve . One example is in the 
area of missions. Many youth 
have expressed a desire to be in
volved in miss ions yet are 
frustrated because they see very 
few areas in our Conference in 
which to become involved. We 

These simple words, "I 
love you,'' are often 
hard to say; therefore 
they are usually left 
unsaid. 

can be challenged to find areas 
where youth can serve and find 
fulfillment in ministry . 

As youth experience Christi
anity by serving, they develop 
into stronger Christians. Our 
young people desire to be trained 
and developed into helpful 
partners within the church and 
Conference. We should strive as 
churches and as a Conference to 
provide a number of different and 
diverse areas in which youth can 
minister. 

A Desire to Love 
Without a doubt, you th within 

our Conference have always ex
pressed a strong love for God, 
their parents, church , and 
denomination . As with all of us, 
these simple words, " I love you" 
are often hard to say; therefore 
they are usually left unsaid. Yet 
the young people really do love 
you and appreciate your concern 
and love for them. 

Our youth are the greatest asset 
we have as a North American 
Baptist Conference. We are gifted 
to have many who are willing to 
give time, effort, and prayer to 
Christ and his work. It is a great 
privilege to work, learn, and grow 
with the young people of our 
Conference. It is exciting to see the 
future possibilities youth will pro
vide our churches and our Con
ference. 
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Cold and confused - that's 
how I describe my life before 

I met Jesus Christ. 
While I was growing up, my 

mother was ill most of the time -
in and out of hospitals . As a 
result, we, as children, didn't 
spend a lot of time at home receiv
ing parental love and guidance. 
While my mother was in the 
hospital, we lived with relatives. 
Mother died when I was thirteen . 

From Despair to Life 

I lived four very 
crucial years, learning 
to be tough and cold, 
so I couldn't be hurt 
by anyone. I led a 
wild, uninhibited 
lifestyle. I learned 
about drugs, sex, and 
surviving on the 
street. 
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by Beth Bloom 

My father remarried when I was 
sixteen and I left home. 

From that point on, I rebelled at 
everyone and everything . I knew 
I had to survive in the world all by 
myself. I was fi lled with hurt and 
loneliness. 

I went to live with my aunt who 
was heavily involved with motor
cycle gangs. To become one of 
them, I bought a leather jacket 
and I joined them. I Jived fou~ 
very crucial years, learning to be 
tough and cold, so I couldn ' t be 
hurt by anyone . Since I had no 
family or friends, I felt that r didn't 
need anyone either. I led a wild 
uninhibited life-style. I learned 
about drugs, sex, and surviving 
on the streets. 

Finally, depression set in I 
'.ealized that I was lonely, sear~h
mg for something I couldn't 
understand or find. I went to a 
psychot~erapist. That lasted only 
a short time; I received little hel 
~t ~ge 19, I moved to Oak Park: 

Illmo1s, to start my life over, to 
leave my past behind . Through 
some new friends, I discovered 
the pu~k-rock scene. I shaved off 
my hair and added spikes to 
f . my 
avonte leather jacket. Even 

though I had a few friends now, 

Beth Bloom gave this testimony at 
Forest Park Baptist Church, lllinois, 
where she is a member. 

I was still cold, bitter, and tough. 
I knew I had good feelings in my 
heart, but I couldn't bring them to 
the surface. 

Depression set in once more; 
again I sought professional help. 
I had suffered so much hurt and 
rejection that in order to protect 
myself I built walls around myself 
so that no one could hurt me. That 
backfired; I found that I couldn' t 
get out from behind my walls. I 
was trapped. I became dangerous
ly introverted . 

I t was then that I met a girl who 
was a follower of Jesus Ch rist . 

She spoke of God, but I refused to 
lis ten . She remained my friend 
through all the rebellion and 
loved me as a person . I was 
curious about that special gift she 
had, but I never questioned her 
about it. 

A t her apa rtment several 
months ago, I was drawn to a man 
sitting upon a big rock outside her 
apartment. I watched him; he was 
so content. Curiosity s truck me; I 
went outside to talk to h im. He 
was so wise and filled with 
patience, love, and understanding 
that I actually listened to what he 
had to say. He didn 't p reach, but 
he spoke of God from his heart 
and it touched mine. , 

1 wanted that special gift these 
two people possessed, so I set off 
to s~ek God by myself. I started 
reading the Bible to learn of this 
gift . 

Later, I asked this man how I 
could receive the Lord, and where 
1 could find him. He told me that 
all I had to do was open up the 
door of my heart and believe in 
him. The man also told me the 
Lord wanted me as much as I 
wanted him. By now, I was ready 
to search with my heart ins tead of 
my mind. I talked to God and 
asked him into my life. I turned to 
the book of Psalms. I picked out 
th e prayers dealing with con
fusion, putting trust in the Lord, 
forgiveness , and guid ance. 

All of a sudden, I felt as if some
one reached right inside my heart 

and started caressing it. I got on 
my hands and knees and started 
to cry. I had never cried out of 
happiness before; somehow I 
knew I was being filled with the 
Holy Spirit. I then believed with 
my heart. I didn't know what it 
was all about, but somehow I 
knew from then on it was going 
to be okay. I would not be lonely 
or afraid again. Right then, I 

wanted to show the Lord that I 
put my trust in him, so I gave up 
my therapist and placed myself 
into God's loving arms. 

O n the day I opened my heart 
to the Lord, things began to 

change in my life. My evil temper 
was put to rest, and my patience 
with people began to grow. Most 
importantly, I began to see life 
through different eyes, and I final
ly began to love. 

I asked the Lord to d irect me in 
sharing my new-found love with 
other people. The next thing I 

knew I was at a convalescent 
home volunteering my service to 
people who needed it. I could 
never have done the things I am 
doing now or had the feelings I 
have now for people if it were not 
for God' s grace filling me with the 
Holy Spirit. I do all these things 
for him. I want to learn all I can 
and spread the Good Word to 
others. I can use the experiences 

of my past in relating to non
Chris tians on their own level, 
because I have been where they 
are now. 

My friends have witnessed all of 
these blessings from the be
ginning and are withdrawing 
from me because they do not 
unders tand . Bu t th at's okay 
because, in time, they will see 
what a special gift I have and 
wonder what it is. They will want 
to know how to receive it. When 
and if that time comes, then I have 
some wonderful news to share 
with them. 

Material things don ' t mean 
much to me anymore because I 
trust in God. In my heart I know 
that he will take care of me and 
see to my needs. It's a warm, 
secure feeling. I have given my 
whole mortal and spiritual life to 
the Lord. 

Now I feel very much like an in
fant. I don't know much of the 
Lord's laws or commands, but I'm 

On the day I opened 
my heart to the Lord, 
things began to 
change in my life. My 
evil temper was put to 
rest, and my patience 
with people began to 
grow. I saw life 
through different 
eyes, and I finally 
began to love. 

sure he will guide and keep me 
from straying too far. He brought 
back innocence and love in my 
life, and most of all, he is teaching 
me. It feels wonderful to love and 
help people through God's love 
for me. I don ' t know w h at 
changes will take place or where 
I am to go from here, but with 
God in my heart, I will be able to 
live my life for him and through 
him in the most wonderful way I 
ever dreamed possible. I knovv he 
will never leave nor hurt me· 
therefore I will never be alon~ 
again . 
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For many church youth ministries, the im_mediate challenge is to "get it together, 11 and 
we lose sight of youth ministry's whole p1ctu e W H a d 

r . arren 011man iscusses this in 

Getting Your 
Act Together 

by Warren Hoffman 

I don 't know how many times 
I have heard those familiar 

words, "get it together." It 
usually meant that the situation or 
my behavior was too casual, at 
loose ends. Well, for many church 
youth mi nistries, the immediate 
challenge is to "get it together. " 
It's so easy to become th e victim 
of the thousand deta ils on the 
desk and lose sight of youth 
minis try's whole picture. 

A " together" or unified youth 
ministry sees the church as mis
sion. A Christian young person is 
a full member of the body of 
Christ and, therefore, is involved 
in that mission . Young people 
need to be participants in the life 
of the Body . Only as they will be 
involved in the church's worship, 
study, service, and recreation w ill 
they begin to be beneficiaries of all 
the dividends the ch urch has to 
offer. 

Let us look at several character-

The Rev. Wa rren 
Hoff111an is Director 
of "New Day" and 
Yo 11th , North 
A111erican Baptist 
Co11 fe re11ce. 
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istics that identify a youth work 
that has unity and wholeness: 

1) Youth ministnJ must be seen as 1 :r. d . ~e 
an mmis~ry'. not just a11other pro-
gram. It is impossible to ha 
activity in the church witho~~ 
program, no matter how in
forma l and unorganized it . 
Th IS. 

e essence of the church is 
the interpersonal relationship 
of the people together working 
out the ministry of Christ. 
Youth work cannot be seen as 
an end to itself, but as a mea ns 
of helping youth identify with 
t h.a ~ miss ion . Any yo uth 
nunistry must serve in assisting 
the young people to feel a part 
of the gathered family and help 
th em recognize th at th e 
belong. Y 

2) A ':together" youth ministry is 
fle.x1~/e'. By con trast, adult 
mm1str1es may not experience 
much change, because th e 
generally do not move int; 
drastic levels of change from 
year to year. Youth minis try 
must be ready for change! 

The dynamic of the group 
changes from year to year as 
so me g rad uate into oth er 

groups, and new peop le are 
constantly add ed. Every year 
new seventh graders come 
along and ju nior highers move 
up to senior high . In additio n, 
fr iends are invi ted w ho have 
different or no church back
ground. O ne year a youth 
choir may go ... the next it will 
flop. Often a bum per crop of 
leadership may grad uate, and 
the group will su bsequen tly 
flou nder for awh ile. Be ver
sati le, ready for ch ange, sen
s it ive to th e pe rsonali ty 
changes of the grou p. 

3) A unified youth work is 11eed 
centered. Young people have 
been studied from every angle, 
but when you get rig ht down 
to it, there are bas ically fo ur 
areas of need: 

a) Need to be loved 
b) Need to love 
c) Need to be useful 
d) Need to grow 

Observe a church that shows 
love and enables others to Jove, 
uti lizes talen t and e ne rgy, and 
helps people in their search . 
There you will fin d a church 
with a vital youth work . 

4) A "together" youth work provides 
intimate relationships with adults. 
This may happen in the arena 
of small groups. Intentional 
efforts should be made to bring 
a wide variety of adults into the 
many facets of youth ministry. 
There should be contact from 
the pastor and church leaders. 
Parents a nd o ther concerned 
adults could be scheduled in, 
even if they participate as 
observers. Attemp t to involve 
youth in leadership, possibly in 
com mittee work. Working side 
by side with adult leaders will 
develop camaraderie. And , 

avoid scheduling youth ac
tivi ties wh ich conflict with 
major events in the church 's 
life. 

5) Unified youth ministry addresses 
the needs of everyday life. The 
youth outreach of a congre
gation needs to provide a foun
dation and support for meeting 
th e hard knocks of life. 
Grounded in the Word, the 
minis try must be pertinent to 
w hat young people think and 
feel. The Gospel intersects life 
to provide basics for life, intro
ducing you th to the abundant 
life. 

6) Youth minisfly should be sensitive 
to the physical. Nobody needs to 
be reminded that youth are ac
tive and energetic. They need 
to move. Th e usua l church 
athletic teams provide this in 
part, but p hysical activities 
should be kep t in mind an.d in
cluded in the schedule. Non
competitive games work well 
because they allow for equal 
participation without giving an 
advantage to the mos t athletic. 

7) A whole youth work will equip and 
deploy young people for personal 
witnessing. Young people need 
to understand that witnessing 
is more than w hat they say; it's 
w ho they are. A few will be 
adept at this; others will be less 
capable and tim id. Therefore, 
it is important to give a variety 
of ways for youth to give of 
themselves in personal and 
group service. 

Unified a n d whole you th 
ministry doesn' t jus t happen . It 
must be plan ned for and worked 
toward. It comes th rough study 
and experience. God bless you as 
you all work to "get it together" 
in youth ministry to the glory of 
God . 
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Peddling across the States~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
At night, around the campfire, we 

discuss the highlights of the day. 
This time together is the most 
precious, a time of soul-searching, of 
sharing our innermost thoughts and 
praying for each other. Times like 
these will have a lasting impact on 
our lives . 

H ow would you like to peddle past 
shimmering lakes, picturesque 

towns, lush forests; to arrive, hap-

Engineer 1982-84, 
Ripley Boulevard 
Alpena, Michigan. 
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"New Day" Sound 
and a member of 
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by Bruce Duncan 

pily exhausted, at the end of the day 
at a campsite (waiting just for you) 
with a yummy meal, by a warm fire, 
with songs and devotions; finally to 
curl up in a snug sleeping bag? 

Pain, agony, sweat, torment, ache, 
footache, . headache, and yes, even 
rear-ache . . . Are these things 
something every energetic, active 
carefree kid from the Ripl ey 
Boulevard Baptist Youth Group 
looks forward to every-summer? You 
bet! Our bike trips are the greatest; 
whether they're through the Dells of 
Wisconsin or around New York's 
Finger Lakes. 

In 1978, our Youth Group Director, 
Russ Lewis, inspired by an article in 
the National Geographic Magazine, 

Pain, agony, sweat, torment, ache ... these are things every energetic active, 
carefree kid from Ripley Boulevard Baptist Youth Group looks fo rwa rd to every 
summer. 

Photos by Bruce Duncan 

took our youth group on its very first 
bike trip . Knowing little or nothing 
about biking, we loaded up a car, 
van, and "fifth wheeler" with kids, 
bikes, and anything else needed and 
headed for Wisconsin. Since most of 
us had only biked about ten miles at 
any one time, the thoug ht of forty to 
sixty miles a day, for six days was a 
challenge, to say the least. The trip 
was a success, and one day we even 
clocked one hundred miles! This was 
the first of many annual trips. 

This year takes us to Vermont. The 
bike trip planned bears little 
resemblance to the first trip to 
Wisconsin of s ix years ago. Many of 
us have become biking " pros ." No 
longer will you see the more 

TRUCKS 
USE LOWER 

GEAR 

Fellowship, the discovery of new ways to see God, and lasting friendships- all 
these happen in the hours spent riding miles together. 
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pedestrian variety ten-speeds with 
heavy fenders and balding tires . 
Now mos t ha ve sophis ticated 
touring-bikes that eat up hundreds 
of miles in a summer (and that's just 
a snack!). 

The trips require much planning 
and cooperation from many people
not the least of whom are the sup
port group. These people follow 
behind the bikers, providing a "sag 
wagon" for the more unathletically 
inclined. They bandage our wounds, 
then huny ahead to set up a welcom
ing camp. 

The best part of the trip is the 
fellowship enjoyed with others and 
the discovery of new ways to see 
God. Lasting friendships develop in 
the hours spen t riding miles 
together . 

The trip has been a minis try to un
saved friends who have joined us, 
saw that Christ does make a dif
ference, and have accepted the Lord. 
Today, one of the girls who accepted 
the Lord is a growing Christian and 
is planning to marry one of our 
young men; another is working in 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship at 
Oakland University. 

Our ministry was not always con
fined to each other. In New York, we 

attended a small country church 
where the bikers numbered more 
than the congregation. We sang and 
shared that morning and were able 
to provide a source of inspiration to 
a needy church. 

On our second trip to Wisconsin, 
we met a fellow biker who was of 
Jewish faith. We invited him to share 
a meal with us, and before he left, we 
had opportunity to share something 
more precious than gold. 

What started as an ad venturous 
idea from Na tional Geographic 
Magazine has become a tradition and 
a life-changing experience for all who 
go . For some, it is a time of new 
birth; for others, it is a time of recom
mitment; for all, it 's a lot of fun . D 

Peddling past shimmering lakes, picturesque towns, lush forests, the youth arrive happil\' exhausted Most have sophisticated touring bikes that ea t up hundreds 
~ t the encl of a cla\' at a campsite with a \'Um m)' mea l, b\' a warm fi re. with songs and devotions- ol mile in a Ltmmer. 
inall\' to cu rl up in a snug sleeping bag. 
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Why I Share Christ with Others 

When I was eight years old, I 
asked Jesus Christ to become 

my Lord. Ever since then, I've ex
perienced the transforming work 
of the Holy Spirit. O ne of the 
aspects of the Christian life that 
the Holy Spirit has recently been 
teaching me about is evangelism. 
I had heard Jesus words, " Go ye 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every nation" quite 

often, but f couldn't see myself 
fitting into the Billy Graham 
category. Since then, the Holy 
Spirit has given me a personal 
understanding of evangelism. 

First, f was made aware of the 
great amount of regular, quality 
time that is needed if you want to 
improve your relationship with 
somebody, w heth er it be a 
boy/girl friend, or spouse. It is the 
only way to get to know that 
person better and to communicate 

Karen Gebauer is a member of Grace 
Baptist Church, Kelowna, British 
Colu111bia. 
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by Karen Gebauer 

on a meaningful level. I realized 
it was the same with God and me. 
I need to spend regular, quality 
time (wide awake and with a clear 
mind) with God to get a deeper 
understand ing and perspective of 
him and his ways. I've found that 
the more time I spend with him, 
the more real and tangible our 
relationship becomes. 

I realize that evangelism stems 

As I become more 
aware and 
recognize God 
working in and 
around me, I can 
and want to tell 
others about him. 

and flows from th is personal 
relationship. As I become more 
aware and recognize God working 
in and arou nd me, I can and want 
to tell o th e rs about him . 
Evangelism is actually just telling 
others about what God has done 
and is doing fo r us and what he 
can do for them. If you and I don't 
spend time alone with God , our 
evangelism will be shallow and 
not worth much . If it flows from 
a strong relahonship, we will have 
an attitude of wanting to share 
anytime, anywhere. I s trive to 
become Christlike so that my per
sonal evangelism will be greater 
and broader. 

As I came to know a variety of 
people of different nationalities 
with different experie nces and 
backgrounds, I was troubled with 
th e question, " How can I share 
my faith with them or really com
municate if I cannot relate to 
them?" God made it clear to me 
that it is impossible for me but not 
for the Holy Spirit. 

Recen tly, my fr iend and I 
traveled in Germany. From the 
beginning of our trip, we had 
decided that this was not only 
going to be a sigh tseeing tour, but 
also we wan ted to reach out to the 
people God sent across o ur path. 
We met a young man a t a train 
sta tion wh o was also backpacking. 
As it turned out, we spent the 
w hole day with him, mostly si t
ting on a beach talking. The young 
man was a bitterly disillusioned 
Iranian with almos t two years of 
warfare behind him. 

Again I wondered, "How can 
we communicate and show that 
we care?" 

God reminded me that it was 
only thro ugh the Holy Spirit that 
we could do this. As my friend 
and I silently prayed for his special 
help, the impossible happened. 
This young Ira nian opened up to 
us. We had a wonderful time 
sharing about God, Chris t and his 
pu rpose, a nd o ur personal ex
perie nces. 

I challenge and encourage you 
not to hesitate to witness to o thers 
even if you can 't relate to them. 
I doubt you will meet many wa r 
veterans, but there are many 
others w hose lives have been in
fluenced by drugs, a lcohol, and 
child abuse. We, the Christians of 
tod ay, are the only ones who can 
witness and reach this generation . 
Let's work on our relationsh ip 
with Cod and allow Ch rist to con
tinue h is m in istry through us. 0 

Contemporary Christian Music 
Help or H indrance? byNormParrott 

The contemporary music scene 
is larger and more varied than 

ever before in history. No longer 
are th ere set and defined 
categories such as rock, jazz, 
country, or easy listening. 
Christian music also incorporates 
many styles, and I love them all, 
but I want to talk about con
temporary Christian music. 

My appreciation for music 
began when I was quite young. 
Having a musically talented 
mother, I began to take piano 
lessons at an early age. When I 
was ten, my older brother got a set 
of drums; they soon replaced the 
piano as my m ain instrument. At 
age thirteen while playing 
trumpet in the school band, I 
jo ined a rock group. I played pro
fessionally during high school and 
fo r about six years following 
graduation. 
Discovering the Gospel 
through Music 

When I became a Christian in 
1979, I d iscovered a whole new 
area of music that I hadn't even 
known existed. This con
temporary Christian music was 
powerful. I had the gospel 
message in a form I could really 
identify with! . 

An acquaintance of ~me once 
said "Music is the medmm, and 
you ' can say what you want with 
it." Indeed , lyrics are and have 
always been very imp~rta~t. to 
m e. I h ave found many mspmng 
thoughts as well as practical ad
vice in Christian songs . 

What we hear in secular music 

- ..... /-
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today is often distasteful and 
sometimes offensive; although the 
odd bright spot shines through. 
Entertaining as it may be , 
h owever, it can be a subtle and 
dangerous trap for the Christian. 

Gospel music is also entertain
ing, but it is more than that. The 
big difference is the message that 
it conveys. The message may be 
about God's love for us or our 
love for God, or it may build us up 
in the faith. 

Secular music can be a 
subtle and dangerous 
trap for the Christian. 

Is music important to young 
people? All we need to do is look 
around at all the headsets and 
portable stereos, at the popularity 
of concerts, or the multi-billion 
dollar recording industry. 

The main audience , the 
"target" audience for record pro
motions, is the young teen. Listen 
when a popular song comes on 
the radio. See if your son or 
daughter knows the words. lf 
only they memorized their 
schoolwork as well! 

As a musician, I know that a 
"hook," that part of a lyric that 
usually repeats itself throughout 
the tune, can sell a song. A 
"hook" is what kids identify with 
or find catchy, and so they sing 
along. 

What Does Contemporary 
Christian Music Offer? 
What does contemporary Chris
tian music offer young people? 
- The Gospel message in a real 
and identifiable form. 
- An expression of their feelings. 
(Often a writer can say just what 
we feel.) 
- An expression of their faith. 
- A self-examination when you 
hear a personal testimony sung 

right from the heart. 
- Something you can share and 
with w hich you feel involved. 
- A joyous noise from dedicated 
Christian musicians w ho are using 
their gifts to praise the Lord! 

I seem to have an inborn love of 
music; it stirs my heart deep in
side. Music can take me soaring in 
the clouds, laughing and joyous. 
Music can also make me reflective 
and quiet before God, and it has 
the power to break my hard heart 
and leave me sobbing like a child. 
Music is not mere words or a ter
rific tune, but a gift 
from God. 

Ephesians 5:19 says, 
"Sing and make mu-
sic in your heart to 
the Lord,'' and if 
it's in your heart, 
you just can't keep 
it to yourself. 0 



I I A conference just for singles? 
It'll never work!" 

Such comments did not stop the 
formation of an international plan
ning committee and the committee 
members ' persistent prayers. God 
blessed the prayers of that planning 
committee, their churches, and 
others throughout the North 
American Baptist Conference as 132 
conferees made the Singles' Con
ference held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
August 1-4, a success. 

Singles, ages 22 to 65, represented 
churches from New York to Califor
nia, British Columbia to Ontario. 
Two from Oklahoma turned this 
northern trek into their vacation. 
"This is my first vacation in three 
years," one said. 

Those enroute from Kansas en
countered black bears one night 
while camping in southern Minne
sota. One said he slept with his 
camping shovel by his side " just in 
case ." 

The backgrounds of those attend
ing the conference created a beautiful 
mosaic. A retired missionary from 
Cameroon chatted with a systems 

analyst, a short-termer from Japan 
mingled with instructors, nurses 
with pastors and students. 

Not only did occupations but also 
a sprinkling of different denomina
tions contributed to the variety. 

The uniqueness of each individual 
reinforced the idea of singles being 
significant. The conferees chose from 
a network of workshops. They dis
cussed how to entertain and keep 
themselves healthy as well as how to 
deal with finances /inves tments, 
s. tress, time management, self
esteem and other aspects of their 
singleness. 

" The Lord definitely led me to 
(this workshop)," one Manitoban 
said. "I came in here by mistake, but 
everything presented was exactly 
what I needed to hear. " 

Others said they were glad the 
speakers "related to everyone" and 
not merely spoke to a certain sector. 

The Ta lent Show on a Paddlewheel Cruise brought out this " Oklahoma Accent" 
contest. 

Photos by John Brouwer, Stockton, Ca lifornia 

by John Kiemele, Carol Potratz and Connie Ka iser 

A Conference for Singles was Jzeld August 1-4, 1984, at the University of 
Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, wit/I the theme: ~o~n 15:1-5. . . 

The impact of the conference was qumes. from v1ew1!1g. singles. 
not confined to the University of Music was a unifymg force. Dan 
Manitoba campus . It extended into Gast, Steamboat Rock, Iowa, led 
the community as CBC-TV News, a daily group singing, and Dan 
local television s tation, acted on its Grueneich, Rock Rapids, Iowa, 
curiosity. Reporters asked conferees, touched hearts through meaningful 
"What attracted you to a conference musical packages. 
like th is?" and "What are you get- The Rev. Kurt Redschlag, N.A.B. 
ting out of this?" They also asked a Coll~ge, led the morning Bible 
committee member, "Why such a studies centered on the confe.re.nce 
conference?" and "What was the text. Redschlag zeroed-in on abiding, 
genesis? A need? The perpetuation pruning and bearing fruit, thernes 
of a tradition?" The answers to these needed by everyone-not necessar-
questions pos itively informed ily singles . 
listeners and prompted further in-

The Con ference was' team effort o f guest speakers and committee members. 

Singles from the ca;t and west coasts met and became 
friends. 
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Filling out the rest of the four-day 
schedule were other h ighlights. 
Those included a paddlewheel 
cruise, inpromptu skits, the N.A.B. 
College summer team, " Covenant," 
a panel d iscussion/open forum, 
talent show, city tours, and other 
recreational activities. 

The closing afternoon the singles 
had a barbecue at a local park. The 
uninhibited fellowship of old friends 
and newly formed friends character
ized the entire conference. Just as the 
conference started in prayer one year 
ago, so, too, it ended. In groups of 

Why Did I Attend the 
"Significantly Single" 

three, singles lifted their prayers to 
God. 

The thread of prayer revealed the 
truth of Matthew 19:26: " . . . but 
with God all things are possible." 
For example, at the end of the con
ference some though t more needed 
to be said about those who are 
"single again. " God is faithful, 
because before singles ever gathered 
in Winnipeg, provisions for this in 
special programming for singles was 
made by the singles' planning com
mittee for the 41st Triennial Con
ference of North American Baptist 
Churches to meet in Anaheim, 
California, July 16-21, 1985. 

So from Winnipeg 1984 to 
Anaheim 1985 to a tentatively 
p lanned Singles' Conference in 
Detroit in 1987, God is truly directing 
his people . 

Conference? by Helga Kah ler 

Tina Schmidt, recently retired as a 
missionary to Cameroon, desired 

to attend the conference for the sake 
of the topics, but she sought some
one closer to her age who would also 
attend. I committed myself to attend 
if she did. In the end, as Tina said, 
"We ministered to each other." 

What Was Observed? 
Chronological age seemed to be no 

barrier. The program planning com
mittee, which consisted of basically 
the younger group, had done an 
excellent job. Three of the speakers 
or workshop leaders were married 
men, but they were part of the 
group. The majority of participants 
were females; however, one could 
sense the spirit of unity during the 
various activities. 

During a panel discussion, it 
became evident that singles are very 
resourcefu l in their respective 
churches across Canada and the 
United States, and they need to cope 
with frustrations . It was also ex
pressed that the singles (those who 
were never married; those who are 
widows or widowers ; or the 

Miss Helga Kahler, a teacher, is fro 111 
Wi1111ipeg, Manitoba, a11ri is a 111e111ber of 
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divorcees) are a somewhat neglected 
group in most churches. Because of 
that, a conference such as this one 
brings new perspectives into the 
lives of many singles . 

Some participants wished that 
they could have taken part in more 
sessions of the workshops, but 
whichever sessions were chosen, 
one could learn from every speaker. 
The following excerpts from some of 
the conference speakers have 
enriched the lives of many singles 
(and would be applicable to m~
rieds): " Don' t be so caught up m 
earthly things that you forget the 
heavenly. Live above the world. 
(Col. 3:2) .. . Review your single
ness through God' s attributes, 
trusting completely in G od ' s 
goodness and wisdom. '' 

" To be significantly single is 0.K. 
Live effectively. Live intentionally!'' 

" Abide in Christ. Accept the prun
ing process to become fruitbearing 
Christians as based on Galatians 
5:22-23 and I Corinthians 13. " 

And future participants of singles ' 
conferences might ask the 1984 par
ticipants about the meaning of such 
words or phrases as " magenta 
uniform-broccoli boycott-fo r 
sure . . . " Those impromptu skits 
were proofs of excellent team effort . 



Connie Scott 
Definitely 
Contemporary! 
Definitely Christian! 

by Grant Saip 

Connie Scott, a new recording artist for Sparrow Records, has 
made numerous appearances on TV and radio shows in 

Canada and the U.S.A. including a 1977 NBC-TV Christmas 
program. Connie's album, "Heartbeat," was released in the 
U.S.A. in September 1983, and it has received three nomina
tions for Dove Awards and one nomination for a Grammy Award. 
Connie has developed an active youth ministn; in Canada, which 
is the current focus of her ministn;. Connie, her sister Sherri, 
and her parents, the Gern; Scotts, are members of Bethany Bap
tist Church in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

In an interview with LATEST WORD, Connie recalls the 
events that lead to the making of her first solo album and con
fesses her willingness to go wherever the Lord leads her. 

LATEST WORD: Connie, tell us about your musical 
background and h ow you started singing. 
CONNIE: I started singing at the age of three. My dad was 
a deejay on a radio station, and I sang " Jesus Loves Me" 
on h is radio program. Then my morn began teaching me 
how to sin_g sol<;> ~nd also how to h armonize. Later on, my 
younger sister JOmed morn and me, and we began sing
ing as a family. 

We would sing; mom would perform a chalk illustration; 
and my dad would tie th e program togeth er with scrip
ture and poetry. From then on, I began singing more and 
more in churches and at youth rallies . I took singing and 
piano lessons for a good number of years as well. 

LW: What made you decide to try to make a career of sing
ing as a Christian artist? 
C?NNIE: Ever since I was li~tl e, I always loved to sing. 
It s always been a dream of mme to make a career of sing
ii;g. But it's only been in the last little while that my whole 
views have changed as to why I wanted to do this. 

At first the attention and the glitter of singing appealed 
to me, and I had to come to a point in my life where the 
Lord instilled priorities that meant more to me than the 
fame and the whole bit of singing. So, when that hap
pened, I realized that the only way he could use me and 
wor~ through me a~ an artist was if I gave my whole self 
to him and !?av~ him that part I ~as trying to keep for 
myself and d1dn t want to give to him. So I gave it to him 
and from then on everything just fell right into place. ' 

LW: As a young Christ!an artist at the age of 19 starting 
a career, how do you fmd yourself changing? 
CONNIE: Before the album was made, I was a very depen
dent person: But now that I've had to go out on my own 
a

1
nd work thmgs ou_t for myself and use my own judgment, 

I ve become more mdependent, and I have matured in a 
lot of different ways. By working closely with some non-
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Christians on the album, I learned something about my 
own spiritual maturity . I learned that it' s very important 
for a Christian artist to continually grow and mature 
spiritually. 

LW: What steps led to the making of your first solo album, 
"Heartbeat"? 
CONNIE: At first, I was pretty frustrated because things 
weren 't falling into place as well as I thought they would . 
That's when I made that commitment in my life to give 
it all over to Jesus and just let him take it from there. 

Then Sparrow made it possible for me to meet with my 
producer, Larry Muhoberac. We decided to do the pop
rock style music. I felt really good about that decision 
because I've always loved to sing that kind of music. Then 
the songs started to come in, and we decided on the ones 
that we would use for the album. I went dow n to L.A. for 
three different studio sessions in a period of four months, 
to complete the album. 

LW: Your album has a hard, electric sound to it that is very 
~urrent. Is there a certain goal that you would like to reach 
m your ministry? 
c.ONNIE: I think that upper teens are going through a very 
difficult time in their lives, and I'm experiencing those 
same frustrations myself. As an artist who wants to relate 
to t~e teenage audience, my goal is to minis ter through 
music. Through this, the Holy Spirit can work in the lives 
of these people so that they can come to know the Lord 
and experience his love. 

LW: ls there a particular 
song on the album that 
has spec!al meaning to 
you at this point in your 
life? 
CONNIE: Some Chris
tians just do n' t rea lize 
that Christ wants us to 
submit ourselves totally to 
him · · · 100 percent! l 
had to go through a lot of 
trial_s before I finally 
realized this. On the 
album, a ballad, "With 
My Life in Your Hands " 
really speaks about this 
turning point in my life. 

"All 0( 111Y life has been a struggle, 
Throw117g my faith against the wind . 
~ut n?w that you're in my life it 's peaceful, 

nowing you'll show me the way. 
With my life in your hands 
1 can walk with head held high 
It's a { 1. , ' . ,ee ing I ve dreamed of forever. 
With 111Y life in your hands 
~veryday is simplified 
Cause !'111 living in your love.,, D 

Reprinted by permission from " The Latest Word /1 September/ 
October 1983 © Wo d J) d L. · d ' ' r ,ecor s 11111te , Vancouver, BC. 
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My Second Family 

foyce Keck is the dnughter of Ted n11d Loreiw 
Keck. They rece11tly /Jecnmc the pnstor's fnmily 
nt A11c/10r Bnptist Church, South Sioux Cit y, 
Ne/Jrnskn, where sire ntte11ds high school. 

by Joyce Keck 

A t two months old, I was in 
diapers, sitting in an infant seat, 

at my first Triennial Conference of 
North American Baptist Churches in 
Detroit, Michigan. At the time, I cer
tainly didn't realize that this was the 
beginning of my second family. 

A family consists of loving people 
who really care about you and are 
there when you need them. Well, 
after attending camps and associa
tion meetings each year, triennial 
conferences every three years, and 
having "New Day" members, mis
sionaries, and people from the 
N.A.B. International Office stay in 
our home, I am thoroughly con
vinced that the people of our Con
ference really are my second family. 

This family has really touched my 
life in many ways. I've dedicated and 
committed my life to Christ through 
different functions of the N .A.B. 
Conference. I've learned what God's 
love really is by looking at and talk
ing to the many members of this 

family . When my life is not running 
smoothly and it seems things around 
me are falling apart, it is uplifting to 
know that I have Christian friends all 
across the U.S.A. and Canada who 
are praying for me. 

I thank God for the life he has 
given me within our Conference. I 
pray that he will continue in this way 
to work in my life and that he will 
be able to minister through me to 
other members of his family. 

When I think back at my first intro
duction to this Conference, I not only 
picture myself sleeping and crying in 
my infant seat, but also I see the baby 
girl next to me (we are still good 
friends), and I wonder about all the 
people who picked me up and held 
me. Then I realize that these people 
are only a small number of the 
members of our Conference who 
have influenced my life . And I 
understand what beautiful bonds 
God makes through friendship. 

4,000 Youth Meet 1n Buenos Aires 

F rom July 11-15, 1984, four thousand young people 
from 68 nations of the world met in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, to celebrate, "Jesus Christ- the Truth: Our 
Faith , Our Commitment, Our Peace." They came from 
the East and West, North and South, from 
Czechoslovakia and Portugal, from the Philippi~es and 
Burma from Ecuador and Bolivia, from Costa Rica and 
Canad~ from Great Britain and the U.S.A. 

This youth conference was one of the most interna
tional of all Baptist Youth World co~ferences . It was 
characterized by a third-world flav~r with a large delega-
tion from Africa and Latin America. . . 

The mornings were dedicated to eleven comm1:1~1t1es 
of 300 each which then broke up into small families of 
ten. These 'small families developed important ties for 
future fellowship among the young people of the world. 
"What a joy to see thousands of Baptist young people 
read and study the Bible together, 

/1 

said one of the 
leaders. 

The afternoon sessions were again.small w?rkshops 
h le dealt at length with questions such w ere young peop 

as: "The Christian and Power, /1 "Hunger, /1 "War and 
Peace," "Justice," " Evangelism and Mission." Young 
Baptists from around the world intensely shared their 
lives, the problems of their societies, and how they, as 
Christians, must seek for solutions. Some of the leaders 
of these groups were from the Bahamas, Argentina, 
Great Britain, and Venezuela. 

The evening plenary sessions brought all four thou
sand youth together for praise, prayer, testimonies, and 
addresses by major speakers from around the world . 

The opening session was very special in that Dr. Raul 
Alfonsin, president of the Republic of Argentina, 
addressed the conference. To a cheering crowd , he 
spoke of Jesus Christ as only Lord and Saviour. He 
assured the delegates that as President of Argentina he 
was determined to bring his country out of a long d ark 
tunnel of violence into the light of peace and justice. Dr. 
Duke McCall, president, Baptist World Alliance, 
presented President Alfonsin with a Bible on behalf of 
Baptists of the world. 

(Continued on 11ext page) 
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The plenary sessions were marked with joy and excite
ment. The Christ Preachers from Nigeria won the hearts 
of the young people with their exciting presentation of 
song and dance from Nigeria. The Servant Singers from 
the U.S.A. interpreted the theme every night through 
mime, dramatizing that the brokenness of the world 
could only be brought together again by Christ. 

The youth conference concluded on Sunday morning 
with a revival-type sermon preached by Douglas Waruta 
of Tanzania. He called the Baptist youth of the world 
to hold the proclamation of Jesus as Lord together in 
word and deed . " Jesus is alive, and thus we must af
firm life." Thousands stood and cheered at the conclu
sion of the sermon . 

To say goodbye, youth delegates had brought little 
momentos from their own country. These were ex
changed with joy and tears. The delegates went back 
to their countries with renewed determination to 
witness for Christ in their personal and social lives. An 
African delegate said, "This conference has been so 
great for me. Now I am going back home encouraged 
to evangelize more than ever! " 

A Conference of Firsts 
The conference had many " firsts. " It was the firs t bi

lingual conference . Spanish and English were the of
ficial languages. It was the first time a president of a 
country had addressed the youth conference. 

Saturday afternoon was a festival day. Dr. Raul 
Scialabb.a, conference chairman, Dr. Denton Lotz, BW A 
youth duector, and Rev. Samson Mathangani, assistant 
BWA youth director, laid a wreath at the San Martin 
Plaza. Young people from five continents led prayers 
for peace. Then joined by other Protestants, more than 
10,000 marched down !he main s treet of Buenos Aires, 
A venue 9th, to the obelisk. Thousands listened as Pastor 
Tomas !"fackey spoke of the Baptist commitment to the 
separation of church and state and ended with a call f 

d 
. . or 

peace an JUShce. 
Following this, the delegates flooded into the Colon 

Teatro, o~e of t~e great opera houses of the world, to 
h.ear Baptist chou~ and soloists from around the world 
smg and play. This was the first time a religious group 
was allowed the use of the concert hall. 

Evangelistic Emphasis at the 
Heart of the Conference 

As its heart, this conference was evangelistic. More 
than 100,000 Gospels of John were distributed on the 
streets .to the people of Buenos Aires. The Gospels had 
a ~reetmg from ~he youth co~ference and, in the back, 
a. hst of all Baptist churc.h:s m Buenos Aires. In addi
tion, more than two million scripture portions 
printed for distribution, with a telephone number t~er~ 
for spiritual help . ca 

The youth del:ga~es we.nt home inspired and ready 
to work for Chnst m their countries. An appeal was 
made to church leaders to open their hearts and the 
doors of the church to the Baptist youth . They are ready 
to work and live for Christ! 0 
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Message of the 
10th Baptist Youth 
World Conference 

to Baptists of the World 

We have come from 68 nations to Buenos Aires, A~gen
tina (July 1984), to witness to our faith in Jesus Chnst as 
only Lord and Saviour. We, 4,000 delegates, represent
ing millions of Baptist young people around the world, 
send this message of hope to Baptist youth everywhere. 

We believe that Jesus Chris t is the truth and thus the 
basis of all our actions. Because of Chris t our lives have 
meaning . We pledge ourselves to share this Good News 
with all youth in every country of the world. We pledge 
ourselves to work to evangelize the world in our 
generation. . . . 

Our Faith in Jesus Chnst 1s a call to commitment. No 
longer can we be passive pa.rticipants i~ ~ l.ost world, but 
we commit ourselves to active respons1bil1ty as servants 
of Christ to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and vis it 
the imprisoned. 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace. Thus 
we are called to be peacemakers . We appeal to all the 
leaders of the world to s top the nuclear arms race, which 
threatens to destroy God's creation . As peacemakers, we 
call upon Baptist young people to work for jus tice as a 
counterpart to peace. . . 

The world economic order which pits n ch agains t po?r 
and nation against nation is a s ign of sin for which Chnst 
alone is the answer. 

We dedicate ourselves to the task of being witnesses 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our personal and social 
lives . 

Our message is Jesus Christ! We call all brothers an.d 
sisters to rededicate their lives to Christ and to be his 
witnesses to the end that the kingdoms of this world s l~all 
become the kingdom of our Lord, and he shall reign 
forever and ever! 

With gratitude in our hearts and thank~ to God, we 
send a world of love to the people and Baptis ts of Argen
tina. You have welcomed us warmly and have made 
possible a significant Conference for Baptist young peo
ple around the world . May God bless your cou.ntr~ and 
leadership as it brings a new era of peace and JUS~1ce to 
its people. We thank your President, Raul Alfonsm, for 
honoring us with his presence and message of hope and 
reconciliation. 

As our contribution to the UN International Year of 
Youth 1985, we pledge ourselves to share the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, to work for peace and justice in our ow n 
countries and around the world. We will co ntinue our 
efforts to work for friendship between young people East 
and West, North and South . 

To God be the glory-great things He has done! We 
go with a renewed vis io n and dedication to work for the 
kingdom of God and the proclamation of Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior to everyone in the world. Jesus Christ 
is the Truth- our faith , o ur commitment, our peace! 0 

Hope 
To Build 

a Church 
by Dave Ru shton 

A s I look up from my desk, I 
see a large piece of orange 

paper stuck on the wall in front of 
me. It says, " I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it" - Jesus 
(Matthew 16:18). This verse has 
been our source of hope on a daily 
basis these past six years since we 
came to begin a new church in 
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. 

When we moved to Sun Prairie, 
there was no core group, not even 
any interes ted individuals known 
to us. In those days, we saw the 
Lord gather together a small 
group of people who wanted to 
know the Lord and begin to grow 
in him. Jesus Christ had s tarted 
building. 

In the middle years, Jesus' pro
mise was our source of hope as we 
minis tered to many who were 
believers but were standing still or 

The Rev. Dave R11sh to11 is pastor of 
Community Baptist Church, 5 1111 

Prairie, Wisconsin. 

On July 15. 1984. Dave Rushton baptized 
Gary Brinkman, the first person Dave met 
when he moved to Sun Prairie in 1978. 

" Community Baptist has set a goal to begin building in June 1985," says Dave Rushton, pastor. 

As individuals and as a group, the people of Community Baptist are sharing the Gospel with 
co-workers. friends, and neighbors. 

were caught out of fellowship 
with him. In those days, we saw 
many begin a sincere life of obedi
ence to him and service to others. 
Jesus was building. 

Over the years, this verse has 
been our source of strength as we 
have faced opposition, seen many 
move away to new jobs and 
towns, experienced the " normal" 
church problems, and questioned 
our own gifts. The gates of hell 
have 11ot prevailed agains t it. 

In these last years, " I will build 
my church ... " has been our 
source of confidence as we have 
begun to move out as individuals 

and a group to share the gospel 
with our co-workers, friends, and 
neighbors. In these times, we are 
seeing God work the miracle of 
the new birth. He is building . 

Just recently, it has become our 
source of faith as we have stepped 
out and set a goal to begin 
building in June of 1985. To sit 
here today and even think about 
it is to think about the impossible. 
We can only allow ourselves to 
even think it as we remember His 
words, " I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. " 
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Parents-in-Ministry by Ardath Effa, Edmonton, AB 

Most of our children's teen-age 
years were spent with us on the 
mission field in Brazil. I admit that 
our circumstances and experi
ences were not the normal parent
teen kind. Just living in a foreign 
country away from all family and 
friends drew us very close as a 
family. 

All of our activities were very 
much a family affair, beginning 
with learning the Portugu ese 
language and a new culture, to 
eventually serv ing th e Lord 
together. Even before going to 
Brazil, we began singing together 
as a family, eventually going into 
four-part quartets and various in
struments. This led us to an exten
sive music ministry as a fa mily 
along with our missionary ac
tivities. 

Being mission aries and in the 
ministry was our calling as a fam
ily. O ur children helped in carry
ing and setting up our equipment, 
inviting people to ou r services, 
distributing tracts, leading the 
youth groups in church es in 
wh ich we worked, and even 
spending many hours working 
with us in manual labor as we 

Left lo right: Herman, /erily11, Alla11, a11d 
Ardath Effa during their years as missionaries 
in Brazil. 
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built the church in Caxias d o Sul. 
Many times we held evangelistic 
meetings in dis tant places and 
would travel all night after our 
final Sunday services in order to 
get home in time for the children 
to be in sch ool Monday morning. 

Our family unity had a personal 
as well as a minis try basis. 
Because our children went to 
Brazilian schools, w here all their 
education was in Portu guese, we 
carried on classes fo r them at 
h o me in En glis h , s p elling, 
American history, and geography. 
This gave us opportunity to relate 
intellectually to one ano ther . We 
set aside one night a week as 
" family night" when the children 
chose what we would do as a 
family. These were exciting times 
of playing games, going for a stroll 
in the city square d owntown, go
ing to a soccer game, or attending 
a concert. Each week they would 
eagerly plan for next week's fam
ily night. Here we built up our 
soc ial rela tio nsh ips to one 
another. 

All in all, we hardly noticed any 
d ifference as our children entered 
their teen-age years . Our life-style 
of working and playing together 
as a fam il y was already set. For a 
brief time, however, our son made 
up excuses not to go to prayer 
meetings Wednesday nights. We 
did n' t force the issue but allowed 
him to stay at home and com
mitted it to the Lord . Not long 
after this, he was one of hundreds 
of missionary kids from all over 
Brazil who participated in a MK 
camp held in Northern Brazil. We 
gave up our vacation that summer 
in order to send him to this ca mp. 
The Lord met him in a wonderful 
way at that camp, and he came 
home a changed boy, ready to 
continue in full sup port of the 
ministry. Our daugh ter shocked 

us one day, by showing a su dden 
rebellious s treak, spouting off 
about the fishbowl type of exis
tence she led . Before the day was 
over, she came crying to us for 
forgiveness, ad mitting th at some
on e else h ad put this into her 
h ead; she really didn ' t feel that 
way at all. We could see how 
quickly peers could influence. 

In their early teens, our children 
were invited to sing in the choir 
of the University of Caxias do Sul . 
Even though they were much 
younger than the o thers in the 
choir, and even though this meant 
they would have to miss some of 
our church activities and family 
commitmen ts, we felt it would be 
an excellent training opportunity 
for them as well as a way to in-

Giving 
Projects 

by Laverna Mehl haff, 
Women's W ork Director 

It is thrilling to hear of the p ro
gress being made in building the 
H o me Eco n o mics Center in 
Cameroo n, West Africa. I am 
grateful that the WMF has had a 
vital part in that project. The 
money received from our Blessing 
Boxes th rough December 31 has 
been designated fo r this project. 
This will be the las t opportunity 
that we, as united wome n, w ill 
have to support the Mutengene 
H om e Eco n omics Building 
project . ,,..--. 

The WMF project fo r December 
is financial su pport of pastors 
serving in Japan . Remember the 
Christians in Japan in prayer 
regularly. Thank you for your con
tribu tions. 

fluence choir members for Christ . 
Becau se of our children 's involve
ment, this choir sang for the 
dedication of ou r new church . It 
was the first time most of them 
h ad been in a Protes tant church 
and heard the Gospel. As p art of 
the choir's training, a p rofessor 
from Argentina gave individual 
voice lessons to the members. He 
was mixed up in the occult and 
one day told our daughter that she 
and her brother really puzzled 
him. He said h e h ad powers to 
look into the eyes of anyone and 
foretell th eir future, but w hen he 
tried to d o this to them, his 
powers were completely nullified . 

He did say, however, that they 
were on the right track and should 
continue on the pathway they 
were going. Our daughter was 
very excited at this demonstration 
of the H oly Spirit indwelling 
them. 

H ow can p arents-in-ministry 
produce children-in-ministry? 
Well, primarily it's only by the 
grace of God, but perh aps he can 
also use some of these guidelines: 

1) Pray in their presence that 
God would touch their lives and 
call them into h is service . 

2) Involve them in yo u r 
ministry and make them feel they 
are a very vital p art. 

3) Never s p eak negatively 
about your work but always 
positively. 

4) Be excited and enthusiastic 
about your job . 

5) H old the ministry in high 
regard, as a privilege and a high 
calling to be the ones chosen by 
God to do his work; thank him 
often for using your family in such 
a calling. 

(Note: Hennan and Ardath Effa's 
son, Allan, is a missionan; in Nigeria 
and their da ughter, Jerilyn, and her 
husband, Ken Bayer, are missionaries 
in Brazil.) 

Giving Thanks to Our Master Potter 
by M anetta Hohn, 
WMF vice president, 
Kelowna, BC 
"Thou, 0 Lord, art our Father, we 
are the clay, and Thou our potter; 
all of us are the work of Thy 
hand" (Isaiah 64:8). 

Three things come to mind 
w hich cause me to express my 
thanksgiving: 
For who you are- The Master 
Potter. Thank you, Father, for 
creating us. " You m ade all the 
delicate inner parts of my body, 
and knit them together in my 
mother's womb. Thank you for 
making me so wonderfully com
plex! You saw me before I was 
born and scheduled each day of 
my life before I began to breathe." 
(Psalm 139:13-16, LB). Our Potter 
created us w ith special thought. 
H e formed us by his love for a pur
pose, and we are very important to 
him. Knowing this shoul d cause 
us to have a w holesome self
image. We can become what he 
wa n ts us to be as we cooperate 
with him. 
Thank you for the wheel: The 

wheel keeps revolving, but always 
under the exact control of the 
potter . This wheel reminds me of 
the va.rious circumstances that 
God allows to come into our lives. 
Such things as strifes, pains, little 
irritations, disappointments, and 
interruptions often enter the midst 
of our ordinary everyday life. 
However, it is in these situations 
that God often does his best work 
in us. Just as the clay yields to the 
potter 's hands as he turns the 
wh eel, so we, too, mus t yield to 
our Potter's molding . A potter 
does not waste any strokes with 
his hands as he uses the wh eel: 
not too hard, not too light, always 
just right and w hen it is needed . 
So our Heavenly Potter does ne t 
waste any motion in h andling his 
clay- you and me. The large or 
small circumstances h e brings in
to our lives are just right for us. He 
knows what and how much we 
ca n take. Often I find myself 
resisting the Potter's molding in 
some s ituations by reacting or 
questioning. But as I yield, I see 
the Lord 's perfect h and is in con-

trol of all things. 
Thank you for the fire. When 

the vessel is formed, the firing 
process m akes it durable and 
beautiful. It is a very hot p rocess . 
Sometimes our Potter allows ex
treme d ifficulties or suffering into 
our lives. Do these cause us to 
yield to his w ill as h e molds u s in
to h is perfect plan? God does not 
bring situations into our lives for 
our benefit just h ere on earth, but 
also because of w hat he h as 
prepared for us in the future. 
(Romans 9:23). We do n ot know 
all that God h as p repared for us. 
It is a mystery. But we can be 
assured it is for our good and for 
his h onor and glory. 

H ow do I respond to the Pot
ter's molding in my life? Can I say 
with deep gratitude, " Thank you, 
Master Potter, for creating me 
with special thou ght. Th ank you 
for the w h eel of adverse cir
cumstances in my daily life. 
Thank you for the fiery trials that 
come my way." Yes, as I keep 
looking to Jesus, the author and 
finisher of my faith . 
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our conference in action~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~- ourconferencein action ~-

Church 
Growth 

CAMROSE, AB.Pastor Larry Froese 
baptized a young couple at Century 
Meadows Baptist Church. The couple 
also brought their baby to the Lord in 
dedication at the same service. 

Eight more candidates are preparing 
for baptism in the pastor's class. 

In an evening service, graduates 
were honored and Associate Pastor 
and Mrs. Graham Kern and family 
were welcomed with a pantry shower. 
(Ruth Muzika, reporter.) 

CHEEKTOWAGA, NY. "Even 
three inches of rain could not dampen 
our spirits at Temple Baptist as Pastor 
Bernard Thole baptized two can
didates (pictured) on June 24, " says 

Mrs. George Hartman, reporter. 
A soloist, Mike Tebor, instrumental 

in bringing them to the Lord, sang 
"He Touched Me." 

The lady who was baptized had a 
malignant brain tumor and was in the 
same hospital room as Mike Tebor's 
wife. This lady survived, but Mike's 
wife died. Mike had sung the song for 
them, and with Pastor Thole brought 
them to the Lord. 

The entire church was invited for 
refreshments prepared and organized 
by the newly baptized couple fo llow
ing the baptismal service. 

"The Lord truly touched this cou
ple, and they touched us with their 
new exuberant Christian love, " says 
Mrs. Hartman. 

TABER, AB. Recently, Communi
ty Baptist Church joined with Park 
Meadows Baptist and Crowsnest 
Community Baptist Churches for a 
joint baptismal service. Three persons 
(pictured) shared how God has 
worked in their lives with the 150 peo
ple who were in attendance. The 
fo llowing Sunday, they, along with 
one other person, were received into 
the membership of Com munity 
Baptist . 
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EDMONTON, AB. Central Baptist Church was the scene of two inspiring bap
tismal services recently when 22 adults were baptized, three of them being the 
products of our own Sunday School and Youth Ministry and the other 19 pro-

' : "' .~ ~ 
. • I I ~ ::i~ 

ducts of Outreach Ministry. A total of 37 adult members were received, fifteen 
coming into membership by testimony and letter. Pictured are 19 of the 37 and 
Pastor Herman Effa. (Marilyn Roller, church secretary.) 

" The people of Community Baptist 
are excited to see the power of God 
at work in these lives," says Dennis 
Leisch, pastor. 

LANSING, MI. Dr. Arthur Boymook, 
pastor, baptized ten young people at 
a baptismal service at Colonial Village 

Baptist Church recently. These young 
people joined the church following the 
communion service that morning. 

"What a blessing it was to see that 
many young people step out for the 
Lord," reports Charles Yeomans. 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA. Three 
new members were received into 
Fountain Valley Baptist Church 
recently. The Rev . Eugene Stroh is 
pastor. (Clara Unruh, reporter.) 

Wedding 
Ann iversaries 

EARL AND ELVA KAURIN of 
Rupert, ID, celebrated their SOth wed
ding anniversary, June 9, 1984, with 
a program hosted by their seven chil
dren at the First Baptis t Church in 
Paul. The Rev. Earl Kaurin is a re tired 
Baptis t minis ter. (Ca rm a Boes, 
reporter.) 

Church Dedications 
and A nniversaries 

CARRINGTON, ND. " Built on 
Faith- Growing by Faithfulness," was 
the theme of the 100th anniversary 
celebration of Calvary Baptist Church, 
held June 9-10, 1984. 

Romanian immigrants settled south 
of Carrington, and in 1884, some of 
them organized the First German Bap
tist Church with 13 charter members. 

By 1900 the first church was built, 
and in 1909, it was incorporated as 
Pleasant Valley German Baptist 
Church. 

In 1920, a church was purchased in 
Carrington, and services were held 
both places until the mid 1940s. 

In 1944, the Pleasant Valley Church 
was d ismantled to enlarge the present 
facility . The name of the church was 
changed to Calvary Baptist Church in 
1945. 

In 1962, the church was enlarged to 
its present capacity, and in 1975, the 
building was refurbished. 

The following pastors served the 
Church: 1884-1913 - August Liebig; 
1914-18 - August Kramer; 1919 -
Phillip Daum, Emil Rott; 1919-26 -
Albert ltterman; 1927 - Albert Alf; 
1927-30 - Albert Krombein; 1930-37 -
N.E. McCoy; 1938-40- E.E. Bonikow
sky; 1941-46 - Alfred Weisser; 1946 -
Leslie Albus; 1947-48 - Arthur ltter
man; 1948-51 - Wilmer Quiring; 
1951-58 - Carl Weisser; 1958-67 -
Howard Westlund; 1967-70 - Jack 
Christensen; 1970-73 - Peter Weins; 
1974-79 - Frank Unruh; 1980 ff - Robert 
Lang. 

The former pastors who attended 
the celebration and spoke were Leslie 
Albus, Alfred Weisser, Howard 
Westland and N.E. McCoy. (Vi Pep
ple, reporter.) 

Special 
Events 

CAMROSE, AB.An induction ser
vice was held at Century Meadows 
Baptist Church for Associate Pastor 

Graham Kern (pictured at right be
hind pulpit) on Sunday evening, July 
8, 1984. Participating were Pastor 

Larry Froese, Dr. Ron Mayforth, 
moderator of the Alberta Baptist 
Association, and Dr. Ed Kern, pro
fessor at N.A.B. College and uncle of 
Graham Kern. (Ruth Muzika, re
porter.) 

EMERY, SD. Members and friends 
of the First Baptist Church welcomed 
Elmo and Sarah Herman as their new 
pastor and wife on June 10. 

Otto Bleeker, chairman of deacons, 
welcomed the Hermans. Words of 
welcome and musical numbers were 
given by the different organizations of 
the church . 

The congregation presented a pan
try shower to the Hermans. 

Pastor Herman had served as youth 
pastor, pastor, counselor, and direc-

tor of Christian education and youth 
at several churches while attending 
N.A.B. College, Edmonton, AB, and 
before attending N.A.B. Seminary, 
Sioux Falls, from which he graduated 
in May 1984, with a Master of Divin
ity degree. 

The Hermans are parents of two 
sons, Isaac and Nathan . (Vera 
Ros kens, reporter.) 

MEDICINE HAT, AB. Temple Bap
tist Church provides a varied musical 
program. The mixed choir, Ruth Frie
sen, director, presented a concert of 
Easter music. 

The choir ministers regularly during 
the 11:00 a.m. Sunday worship ser
vice. A men's chorus, "Kid's Praise," 
small groups, soloists, and instrumen
talists provide special music for eve
ning services and the 9:30 a.m . 
Sunday worship service. 

"Kid's Praise," comprised of 27 
children of grades one to six, practices 
weekly as part of the Junior Church 
program and sings once a month in the 
9:30 a.m. Sunday worship service. 

"Kid's Praise," directed by Faye 
Westergreen, presented the musical, 
"Welcome to the Family." The senior 
high group served ice cream sundaes 
from an old-fashioned bathtub follow
ing the service. (Madeline Kern, 
reporter.) 

FOREST PARK, IL. Members of Forest Park Baptist Church produced a musical 
drama entitled, " The Week before Easter. " The drama was a silhouette representa
tion of Christ's last week on earth. It has been performed at Forest Park Baptist Church 
at two Easter Sunrise services and a Good Friday service. This past Easter, it was 
also presented at Tri-Community Baptist Church in Elk Grove Village . (Donna Lap
pert, reporter.) 
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our conference in action--------------------------our conference in action 

CORN, OK. Calvary Baptist Church 
had a series of Deeper Life meetings 
with the Rev. Herbert Vetter of Plev
na, MT, as guest speaker. 

Forty-seven family units were 
photographed for the first Church 
Directory. 

The Annual Sunday School Picnic 
was celebrated at a park in Cordell, 
OK. 

A combined Vacation Bible School 
with Corn Mennonite Brethren 
Church was held with more than one 
hundred children in attendance. 

The Rev. Edwin Voigt is pastor of 
the Church . (Vernice Voigt, reporter. ) 

LODI, CA. On the evening of June 
17, First Baptist Church held a com
missioning service for Ken and Gwen 
Baker. They plan to serve as mis
sionaries to the Ivory Coast in Africa 
with Sudan Interior Mission in approx
imately a year's time after they com
plete language studies in France. 

Gwen is a member of First Baptist 
and met her husband when she was 
serving as a short-termer in Liberia. 
Ken hails from Orlando, FL, and is a 
graduate of Dallas Th eological 
Seminary. (Della Lutz, reporter.) 

MEDICINE HAT, AB. " Time O ut" 
for mothers with young children has 
become an effective ou treach at Tem
ple Baptist Church. At the most recent 
session, 40 mothers took part in Bible 
study and handicrafts. Volunteers 
cared for babies and toddlers, and 
supervised older pre-schoolers in 
games, songs, stories, simple hand
work and snacks. Forty children were 
registered. (Madeline Kern, reporter .) 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA. A 
special honor was bestowed upon the 
Minister of Music at Fountain Valley 
Baptist Church, Mike Kutzel. He was 
one of 84 musicians who were selected 
to perform at the piano at opening 
ceremonies of the 1984 Olympics in 
Los Angeles. 

Forty-five children, you th and 
adults attended Hume Lake Christian 
Camp in June. 

A musical, "Back at the Creek
bank," was given by the Choristers, 
directed by Nancy Kutzel. It featu red 
the theme of God's love and care for 
all his creation. 

Pastor Eugene Stroh spoke on 
"Musings about the Family" at a 
family emphasis potluck. A photo 
contest was also featured . 
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The Men's Fellowship Breakfasts 
featured two officers from the 
Westminister Police Department. At 
another meeting, one of the men of 
the Church spoke on "Retirement. " 

The theme, " Pattern for Living," 
was chosen for the Mother-Daughter 
Program and Dessert. 

The annual multi-media patriotic 
p rogram held on July 1 concluded 
with refreshments and a farewell for 
one of the Church family returning to 
Colombia under Wycliff Translators . 
(Clara Unruh, reporter .) 

CORN, OK. Fifty ladies attended 
the Ladies' Prayer Revealing Banquet 
in the Calvary Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall. 

Betty Geis from Okeene was guest 
speaker at a Women's Missionary 
Fellowship meeting. (Vernice Voigt, 
reporter.) 

MEDICINE HAT, AB. The W.M.F. 
of Temple Baptist Church presented a 
program in song and skit with Tina 
Schmidt, missionary, as speaker. 

Nobuko and Reimer Clausen visited 
the church and shared in the Sunday 
services. At a W.M.F. meeting, 
Nobuko shared personal concerns for 
their service on the Japanese mission 
field . (Madaline Kern, reporter.) 

GOLDEN PRAIRIE, SK. The Rev. 
Harry Friess and his wife, Patty, and 
children Rachel and Matthew, were 
welcomed as the new pastor and fam
ily at First Bap tist Church . 

The film, " Little Eagle," was shown 
recently during the Children's Hour 
and at the Youth Fellowship. 

At another special service, the Rev. 
and Mrs . Walter Hoffman sang and 
shared their puppets with the group . 

The Men 's Quartet from Temple 
Bap ti s t Church , Medicine H_at, 
presented a concert at an evening 
service. 

The W.M. F. hosted the World Day 
of Prayer for the area . They also had 
a Mother-Daughter Tea featuring Mrs. 
Wilfred Weick, Medicine Hat, as mis
sionary speaker. The W.M.F. 's Birth
d ay Social fea tured the Consul 
Church of God Quartet. 

The Rev. Harry Friess is the pastor 
of the church . 

WARREN, Ml. The North Pointe 
Baptist Church hosted the 14th An
nual Luncheon of the Michiga n 
Association Women's Missionary 
Fellowship on April 28. Mrs. Harriet 
Decker, president, welcomed the 

women of the Ohio churches who 
have joined with the Michigan 
Association to form the Great Lakes 
Association. The name of the group 
was changed to Great Lakes Women's 
Missionary Fellowship. 

" It was a privilege to have had Miss 
LaVerna Mehlhaff, women's work 
di rector, with us to co nduct a 
workshop on how to strengthen our 
women's work," states Mrs. Helen 
Koppin, W.M.F. secretary. 

Guest speaker, Miss Cherie Lake, 
form er short- term missionary to 
Japan, spoke on " A Message from the 
World God Created ." 

KYLE, TX. The Immanuel Baptist 
Church held a farewell service for the 
Rev. James Lavender and fa mily. He 
closed his ministry with the church on 
June 17, 1984. " Rev. Lavender had a 
very faithfu l and effective ministry 
during the one and one half years he 
served as pastor," writes Adolph Hill, 
church clerk. 

The Lavenders have moved to 
Austin, TX . The Rev. Milton Zeeb, 
South Central Area Minister, par
ticipated in the farewell service. 

SUMNER, IA. Sumner Day was a 
"fun" day, July 14, with the theme of 
Pioneer Progress. The high school 
youth of First Baptist Church made a 
float, " Jesus: The Answer to Prog
ress," with the theme verse, Hebrews 

12:2, for the parade. Incoming eighth 
graders dressed as pioneers as initia
tion into B.Y.F. The float received 
praise by the local media who termed 
it, "One of the more attractive en
tries ." The Rev. Dan R. Payne is 
pastor of the Church . (Retha Menke, 
reporter.) 

LASALLE, CO. Rose M. Moser was 
honored for her 90th birthday Ouly 16) 
at a reception hosted by her children 
at the First Baptist Church of LaSalle, 
CO, on July 15. 

Ordinations 

ARNPRIOR, ON. First Baptist 
Church recently welcomed its new 
pastor, the Rev. Phil Zylla and his wife 
Melodie. 

The Rev. Fred Merke, Humbervale 
Park Bap tis t, To ronto, brought 
greetings on behalf of the Eastern 
Association, pledging its support. 
Greetings were also read from the 
town mayor and the Rev. Rubin Kern, 
former interim pastor. 

Rev. Merke addressed a charge to 
Pastor Phil and also to the congrega
tion. Pastor Phil responded to the 
pastoral charge and Allan Scheel to 
the charge to the congregation . 

Pas tor Phil graduated in May with 
a M. Div. from N.A.B. Seminary. He 
was ordained on May 20 at Central 
Baptist Church in Sioux Falls, SD. His 
fa ther-in-law, Dr. Walter Kerber, was 
the ordination speaker, and Dr. Stan 
Grenz led the ordination prayer. A 
recognition service was held at his 
home church, Ebenezer Baptist, Van
couver, BC, on June 10, 1984. (Rosalie 
Russett, reporter.) 

BROOKFIELD, WI. The ordination 
service for Harold E. Kelm was held 
on June 24, 1984, at Ridgewood Bap
tist Church . 

Pastor Erwin Babbel welcomed the 
congregation; the mass choir sang two 
anthems; and the ordination message 
was given by Harold Kelm's father-in
law, the Rev . Etan Plezer of Cedar 
Rapids, IA. 

Others participating in the service 
were the Rev. Ray Harsch, Oakbrook 
Terrace, IL, ordination prayer; the 
Rev. Allen A. Kranz, Watertown, Wl, 
charge to the cand idate and welcome 
to the min istry; and the Rev. Elwyn 
Zimmerman, Milwaukee, WI, charge 
to the church . 

Reinhard Kelm, church moderator 
and fa ther of Harold, presented his 
son with the Certificate of Ordination. 

A love offering was taken for Harold 
for the purchase of books . 

"The ordination service came to a 
moving cl imax when all the pastors 

(pictured) prayed over Rev. Harold 
Kelm," states Louise L. Erbach, 
reporter. 

The Rev. Harold Kelm responded 
and gave the benediction . 

BURTON, TX. Donald G. 
Mashburn, pastor, Greenvine Baptist 
Church, was ordained as a minister of 

the Gospel in ser
vices held here June 
16. A council of 
ministers and lay 
rep rese n tatives 
from Houston, 
Dallas, Kyle, Waco, 
and Brenham ex

amined the candidate and recom
mended tha t he be ordained to the 
Gospel ministry. 

The Rev. Jacob Klingenberg, Hous
ton, moderator of the council, pre
sided at the ordination service at 
2 p.m. Milton Zeeb delivered the or
dination address. The Rev. Bob 
Walther, Carrollton, and the Rev. Dan 
Heringer, Spring, charged the can
d idate and the church, respectively. 
The Rev . Ron Miller, officially 
welcomed Mashburn to the ministry. 
A love offering for the pastor's library 
was received, and William Luede
mann, Greenvine, presented Mash
burn with an inscribed study Bible on 
behalf of the congregation. 

Mashburn is a 1983 graduate of the 
North American Baptist Seminary and 
has served at Greenvine since 
September 1983. He and wife Cathy 
have one daughter, Mollie Elizabeth. 
(Mary Zorn, reporter.) 

EMERY, SD. Rick Weber was or
dained Sunday evening, May 29, 
1984, at First Baptist Church, his home 
church. Greetings were given by In
terim Pastor Dr. Roy DeBrand, pro
fessor , N .A.B. Seminary . O tto 
Bleeker, chairman of deacons, pre
sented the report of the Ordination 
Council, which was held on April 27. 

President Charles Hiatt, N.A.B. 
Seminary, the candidate' s former 

pastor, gave the ordination sermon. 
The charges to Mr. Weber and his wife 
JoAnn were given by Dr. and Mrs. 
Roy De Brand. The Rev . Mervin 
Kramer welcomed Rick into the 
ministry. 

Musical selections and an offering 
for the library of the candidate con
cluded the service. 

The Rev. Rick Weber pronounced 
the benediction. 

Rev. Rick Weber, his wife, and 
daughter, Megan, are serving in P~
ma Heights Baptist Church, Oh10, 
since August 1. (Vera Roskens, 
reporter.) 

NOKOMIS-RAYMORE, SK. An 
Ordination Council met on July 3 at 
Raymore Baptist Church to examine 
Pastor Donald Harder for ordination . 
The council recommended that the 
churches proceed with the ordination 
service. 

The Ordination Service was held 
July 15 at Nokomis Baptist Church. 
The Rev. Rudy Lemke gave the ordi
nation sermon. The Rev. Reinhold 
Wilde gave the ordination prayer, and 
the Rev. Erwin Kelbert, the welcome 
to the ministry . The Rev. Harder 
closed with the benediction. (Roland 
Richter, reporter.) 

TROCHU, AB. Twenty-one dele
gates from churches in the Alb~rta 
Baptist Association formed an.Ordina
tion Council, May 11, to consider and 
recommend Leonard Pye for ordma
tion into the Gospel Ministry. 

The ordination service was held 
June 17 at the Trochu Baptist Churc~. 
The report of the Ordination Council 
was given with special remarks from 
the Rev. Isador Faszer, Alberta area 
minister. He also welcomed Leonard 
and his wife Shirley into the minist:J'· 

The Rev. Allan Unger, Zion Baptist, 
Drumheller, gave the prayer _of 
ordination; the Rev. Neil Strohschem, 
Community Baptist, Red Deer, the 
charge to the church; and the Rev . 
Alan Johnson, Community Ba_ptist, 
Beiseker, the charge to the cand idate. 
Special music was presented by Son
shine Singers, Trochu, and Ed and 
Diane Buerkert, Three Hills. 

The Rev. Leonard Pye accepted a 
call to Highland Community Church, 
lllinois, effective July 1984. (Connie 
Reichel, reporter.) 

(Please limit reports to 100 words or 
less.) 
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.---- in memoriam------------------. 

RUDOLPH ALLMENDINGER (91), 
Bismarck, ND, born Oct. 11, 1892, at 
Rosenfeld, Russia, died June 27, 1984. He 
came to the U.S.A. in 1909 and settled in 
Tripp, SD, later moving to Golden Valley, 
ND. On Feb. 5, 1915, he married Lydia 
Wiest, who died in 1981. They moved to 
Bismarck in 1947 and joined Bismarck Bap
tist Church. Survivors include 2 sons: 
Clarence and Melvin of Bismarck; 6 
daughters: Mrs. Edna Morrical, Mandan, 
ND; Mrs. William (Rose) Glass, Bismarck; 
Mrs. Ken (Romana) Brown, Mrs. Fred 
(Darlene) Tremewan, and Mrs. Esther 
Brown all of Napa, CA; and Mrs. Gordon 
(Mary Ann) Andahl, Cypress, CA; 17 
grandchildren; 22 great-grandchildren, and 
2 great-great-grandchildren. The Rev. M.D. 
Wolff and the Rev. Orville Meth officiated 
at the funeral service. 

FRED BUSS (83), born Feb. 1, 1901, in 
Lyon County, IA, died May 26, 1984. He 
married Martha Kruse, Dec. 3, 1932. He 
was a faithful member of Central Baptist 
Church of George, IA. Survivors include 
his wife Martha; 3 daughters: Bernita (Mrs. 
Burdell Klaassen), Little Rock, lA; Lucille 
(Mrs. Alvin Gruis), Rushmore, MN; 
Kayleen (Mrs. Dwight Nolte), Heron Lake, 
MN; 2 sons: John, Shakopee, MN, and 
Klaas, Little Rock, IA; 17 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren; 1 brother: Herman 
Buss; 7 sisters: Mrs. Bena Huisman, Mrs. 
Jennie Heronemus, Mrs. Vera Markus, 
Mrs. Emma Kruse, Mrs. Lydia Tjepkes, 
Mrs. Gertrude Kannegieter, and Mrs. Ruth 
Henrichs. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, 1 brother, 1 siste r. The Rev. 
Harold Drenth officiated at the funeral 
service. 

ALFRED CHRISTENSEN (88), Apling
ton, IA, born Aug. 17, 1895, in Kamrar, IA, 
to _Andrew and Elizabe th Maygard 
Chnstensen, died June 4, 1984. His parents 
and he moved to Parkersburg in 1915. On 
Aug. 27, 192!, he married May Sweet at 
Webster City, IA. They lived in 
Par~ersburg and Ackley before moving to 
Aplington. Al served his country in the 
U.S. Army during World War [. He was 
a member of Aplington Baptist Church. His 
parents and his eight brothers and sisters 
predeceased him. He is survived by his 
wife May; daughter, Sandra Manning and 
her husband Larry, Grinell; grandson 
Terry Manning; and twin granddaughters, 
Karla and Kristy Manning. The Rev. 
Donald Patet officiated at the funeral 
service. 

ALVlN FILLER (66) of Harvey, ND, born 
July 29, 1917, near Harvey, to john and 
Louise Filler, died July 6, 1984. He married 
Viola Dockter, October 23, 1938, at Martin. 
Th~y f~rmed south of Harvey until they 
retll'ed m 1977. At 33, Alvin accepted Christ 
as Savior, was baptized, and joined Bethel 
Baptist Church. He faithfu ll y served in 
various offices of the church, especially as 
a trustee. Survivors include his wife, Viola; 
two sons: Galen, Lynn Center, IL, and Jay, 
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Martin, ND; two daughters: Karen Bar
nette, Colorado Springs, CO, and Connie 
Bonds, Fayetteville, AR; his mother, Louise 
McClusky, ND; a sister, Luella Schmit; and 
12 grandchildren. 

ORANELL LUEDEMANN (65), born 
March 18, 1919, to Arthur ). and Ella 
Gerland, died May 27, 1984. She was bap
tized at Lindale Baptist Church, Houston, 
TX. On May 18, 1939, she married Willie 
Luedemann, Jr. A faithful member of 
Greenvine Baptist Church, Burton, TX. 
Mrs. Luedemann was a charter member of 
the Women's Missionary Fellowship. Sur
vivors include her mother, Mrs. Ella 
Gerland; one sister and brother-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. W. Colburn; two brothers and 
sisters-in-law: Mr. and Mrs. A. ). Gerland 
and Mr. and Mrs. M. K. Gerland; her hus
band, Willie; two daughters and sons-in
law: Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bruhn and Mr. 
and Mrs. Calvin Broeker; one son and 
daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Will iam 
Luedemann; eight grandchildren; and one 
grea t-grandchild . The Rev. Donald 
Mashburn officiated at the funeral service. 

DOROTHY MARIE SCHAER (43), born 
July 27, 1940, to John and Elizabeth Oacob) 
Schaer, died, June 7, 1984, following a four
year struggle with cancer. She accepted 
Christ as her Savior, was baptized and 
joined First Baptist Church, Elgin, IA . ~he 
was active in church throughout her life, 
as a youth group leader, singing in the 
choir, and Sunday school secretary. She 
was a secretary-bookkeeper for 25 years. 
Her quiet manner was an inspiration to 
those who knew her. She is survived by 
her parents, and two sisters: Marilyn 
Schaer, Wheaton, IL, and jean (Mrs. Mar
cos Orellana) of California. The Rev. Nor
man Miller officiated at the funeral service. 

EVA L. SCHMIDT (85), Bismarck, ND, 
born Oct. 7, 1898, in Eureka, SD, to John 
J. and Katherine Morlock Lippert, d_ied 
June 15, 1984. Eva married Walter Schmidt, 
Oct. 23, 1919, at Ashley, ND. In 1942 they 
moved to Bismarck, where she joined Bis
marck Baptist Church. Mr. Schmidt died 
in 1966. She is survived by four daughters: 
Mrs. Thomas (Florence) Clifford, Grand 
Forks, ND; Mrs. Warren (Eunice) Bennett, 
Las Vegas, NV; Mrs. Clyde (Virginia) Gar
rett, Fort Worth, TX, and Mrs. Thomas 
(Lois) Lundberg, Dallas, TX; 14 grand
children; and 23 great-grandchildren. Rev. 
M.D. Wolff officiated at the funeral service. 

MRS. ANITA M. SCHOENEMAN (64) 
of Bettendorf, IA, born to August and Ren
nie Popkes Stukenberg, March 12, 1920, 
near Aplington, IA; died June 27, 1984. On 
Jan. 7, 1942, Anita married Louis Schoene
man in Westwood, CA. They moved to 
Aplington, IA, in 1945 and to Cedar Rapids 
in 1960, and to Bettendorf, IA, in 1970. 
Anita had been a member of Aplington 
Baptist Church before transferring her 
membership to First Baptist Church in 
Cedar Rapids. Anita is survived by her 

husband, Louis; two sons: Louis, Jr., Mar
tinez, CA, and Lloyd, Moline, IL; two 
daughters: Luann (Mrs. Paul Lawrence), 
Springdale, AR; and Linda (Mrs. Tom 
Blevins), Parkersburg, lA; and eight grand
children. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, three brothers: Raymond, Earl, 
and August Stukenberg, and a sister, Mer
na. The Rev. Donald Patet officiated at the 
funeral service. 

MRS. ERNEST (MATHI LDA H. ) 
VILHAUER (69), of Herreid, SD, born July 
7, 1915, in Campbell County, SD, to Gott
lieb and Elizabeth (Knodel) Holzwarth , 
died June 7, 1984. She married Ernest 
Vilhauer, April 16, 1977. She was a mem
ber of Herreid Baptist Church, the W.M.F. 
and the church choir for many yeas. Sur
vivors include her husband, Ernest; two 
sons: Darvin L. and Stephen L. of Herreid; 
one granddaughter; two great-grandchil
dren; four brothers: Herbert, Albert, john, 
and William Holzwarth; five sisters: Mrs. 
Emma Aman, Mrs. Adeline Klingman, 
Mrs. Meta Goehring, Mrs. Lawrence (Min
nie) Lang, and Mrs. Arlene Lambert. She 
was preceded in death by three brothers 
and her parents. The Rev. Arthur Fischer 
officiated at the funeral service in the 
absence of Pastor H. W. Johnson. 

JOHN C. WEISSER (81) Bismarck, ND, 
born ~ug. 14, 1902, in Ashley, ND, to 
Ch~1st1an . and Caroline Stugelmayer 
Weisser, died June 26, 1984. John married 
Hilda Frisch Oct. 26, 1929. They farmed 
near Lehr, ND, until 1955 when they 
moved to Bism~rck, where they joined 
Bismarck Baptist Church. Survivors 
include his wife; one daughter, Mrs. 
Donald (Sandra) Eckholm, Mandan, ND; 
three sons: Marvin and Delmar, of Min
neapolis, MN, and Lloyd, San Leandro, 
C~; 11 grand~hild ren; 8 great-grand
children; two sisters: Mrs. Ben (Martha) 
Fischer, Ashley, ND, and Mrs. Vern (Ester) 
Olsen, Eureka, CA; two brothers: Gideon 
and Sam. The Rev. M. D. Wolff officiated 
at the funeral service. 

ElvfMA KALLENBERGER ZIMBELMAN 
(86), born April 2, 1898 at Eureka SD to 
Jacob and Eva Allmer Kallenberg~r, d'ied 
May 12, 1984. The family later moved to 
Gold. Butte and Shelby, MT, and to the 
Marl~n, WA, area. On June 18, 1919, she 
married Gustave Zimbelman at Valley 
Ford , WA. Her husband died in 1969 In 
1970, Mrs. Zimbelman moved to Ode~sa 
WA. Emma accepted Christ in 1938 wa~ 
baptized and joined Odessa B~ptist 
Church. She was a faithful member of the 
Women's Missionary Fellowship. She is 
surv.1ved by four daughters: Florence 
Schlimmer and Ione Zeiler of Odessa; Viola 
Syring and .Rhea Strate, Spokane; five 
sons: Melvin, Herbert , and Robert , 
Odessa; Leo, Almira; and Donald, Othello; 
19 ~randchildren; 23 great-grandchildren; 
2 sisters: Ida Schorzman and Clara Cox; 3 
brothers: Henry, Oscar, and Ray Kallen
berger. The Rev. Myrl E. Thiesies officiated 
at the funeral services. 

--what's h appenin g -------------

Mr. Donald O'Clair is the new pastor at 
Mowata Ba ptis t Church, Eunice, Loui
siana, since August 26, 1984. 

Tlze Rev. James Bn;gger resigned as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Buffalo 
Center, Iowa, effective August 31, 1984, 
to retire . He had served there since 1980. 
H e has moved to Sioux City, Iowa, to 
retire. 

The Rev. D. Walter Schroedter resigned 
as youth pastor at Mission Baptist 
Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Mr. Jim Cala11111nce became Minister of 
Youth , Christian Education, and Visita
tion at Sunshine Ridge Baptist Church, 
Surrey, British Columbia, August 15, 
1984. H e is a 1984 graduate of the North 
American Baptist Divinity School, 
Alberta. 

Chaplain (Maj) Hel11111 t A. Michelson 
received a Doctor of Ministry degree on 
May 19, 1984, from Drew University, 
Madison, New Jersey. The title of his pro
ject was "A Ministry for Helping Barrack 
Soldiers, Al ie nated in the Midst of Their 
Unit, to Cope with Their Loneliness. " 

Miss Dawn Tiede became the Director of 
Christian Educa tion and Youth at Trin
ity Baptist Church, Kelowna, British Col
umbia, o n July 1, 1984. She is a graduate 
of Footh ills C hris tian College, Calgary, 
Alberta. 

The Rev. Walter Foth became pasto r of 
Hudson Bay Park Baptist Church, Saska
toon, SK, effective September 9, 1984. He 
had served Bethel Baptist Church, Wind
sor, ON, since 1980. 

The Rev. Robert faster died on July 16, 
1984. H e began his pastoral ministry in 
1946 and served North American Baptist 
churches in Valleyview and O noway, 
Alberta; Noko m is and Regina, Saskat
chewan; and Chill iwack, British Colum
b ia . H e also served as chaplain at the 
Baptis t Haven of Rest, Medicine Hat, 
Alberta, before h is retirement. 

The Rev. Her111a11 Pohl became pastor of 
Salem Baptist Church, Kitchener, ON, on 
Novem ber 1, 1984. 

The Rev. f i111 Derman became associate 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Staf
ford, Kansas, on October 1, 1984, where 
the Rev. Elton Kirstein is pastor. Derman 
was o rdained August 26, 1984, by the 
Grace Baptist Church, Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, a nd is a 1984 graduate of 
the North American Baptist Seminary in 
South Dakota. 

The Rev. Fred Mash11er resigned as 
pastor of Winton Road Baptist Church, 
Rochester, NY, effective December 31, 
1984, to retire. He has served this Church 
since 1973. 

The Rev. Dale Lint resigned as p astor of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Abilene, Kan
sas, effective August 12, 1984, to further 
his studies at the North American Bap
tist Seminary, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

Mr. Mark Iblings became pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Billings, Mon
tana, on September 23, 1984. H e is a 1981 
graduate of the North American Baptist 
Seminary. 

The Rev. Eric Co11lo11 became pastor of 
Whispering Oaks Baptist Church, Park
ville, MO, on August 15, 1984. H e had 
previously served Bethel Baptist Church, 
Harvey, North Dakota, s ince 1980. 

The Rev. Harold Kel111 became pastor of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Hutchinson, 
Minnesota, effective July 1, 1984. He was 
ordained by Ridgewood Baptist Chu rch, 
Brookfield, Wisconsin, on June 24, 1984, 
and is a 1984 graduate of Bethel 
Seminary. 

Dr. Arth11r Boy111ook has accepted the 
call to become senior pastor of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Vancouver, 
Brit ish Columbia, effective January 1, 
1985. He has been pastor of Colonial 
Village Baptist Church , Lansing, 
Michigan, since 1969. 

Mr. Ron Z11kowski became pastor of 
Rabbit Hill Baptist Ch urch , South 
Edmonton, Alberta, effective July 1, 1984. 
He received his M . Div. degree from 
Northern Alberta Baptist College in April 
1984. 

The Rev. Willis Carrico became interim 
pastor at Eagle Rock Baptist Church, 
Idaho Falls, k laho, in September 1984. 
He previously served as pastor of 
H artland Baptist Church, Prince George, 
British Columbia. 

Mr. Ke11t McKinnon became pastor of 
Grace Baptist Church, West Fargo, ND, 
effective August 1, 1984. 

The Rev. Hans Serger became pastor of 
Balgonie Baptist Church, Saskatchewan, 
effective October 1, 1984. He h ad served 
as pastor of Whiteshell Baptist Church, 
River Hills, Manitoba, since 1976. 

The Rev. Ted Keck became pastor of 
Anchor Baptist Church, South Sioux 
City, Nebraska, effective August 15, 
1984. 

The Rev. Jim Dick resigned as pastor of 
Temple Baptist Church, Jamestown, 
North Dakota, effective September 30, 
1984, to become Instructor of Business 
Admin istration and Chaplain at 
Jamestown College. He served Temple 
Baptist since 1980. 

The Rev. Bruce Merrifield became the 
pastor of H arbor Trinity Baptist Church, 
Costa Mesa, California, effective 
September 1, 1984. He had served as 
pastor of Park Meadows Baptist Church, 
Lethbridge, Alberta, since 1976. 

Mr. Gregg Drew was ordained by the 
West Center Street Baptist Church, 
Madison, South Dakota, in June. 

The Rev. Br11110 Voss resigned as pastor 
of H illview Baptist Church, Edmonton, 
Alberta effective August 31, 1984. He 
served ~s pastor of that c~urch since 1978 

(formerly Capilano Baptist). 

The Rev. Elwin Colson is the ne.w past~ 
at Bethel Baptist Church, Getzville, N~ 
York effective September l , 1984· . e 

' d B h y Baptist previously serve et an 
Church, DeKalb, Illinois. 

· d as The Rev Richard Person res1gne . 
· A · n Baptist chaplain at the North menca d . 

Home Madison South Dakota, an .1s 
' ' f F' t Baptist serving on the staff o rrs 

Church, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

D F k H Woyke died August 1, 
r . ran · · aft r a 

1984, in Waterbury, ConnectJCut, e 
lengthy illness . Dr. Woyke had serve? as 
General Secretary of the North American 
Baptist Conference for 22 years from 1946 

to 1968. 
Following this, he had trip!~ respord 

sibilities as coordinator of Baptist Wor 
Relief, Nor th American Baptist Fetl~w
ship, and Study Program as As~ociate 
Secretary Baptist World Alh~nc~, 

. ' f 1968 until his Washmgton, DC, rom 
retirement in 1971. 

He had also served as a chaplain, U · S · 
Army 1943-46· as a professor, North 

' I • NY 1936-43· 
American Baptist Senunary, ' . ' 
and as a pastor, Liberty ~treet Baptist 
Church, Meridin, Connecticut, 1932-36 · 

His wife, Beatrice of Southbury, CT, 
and two sons: John, New Canaan, CT, 
and Frank, Chicago, IL; and five stepsons 
survive. 

Chaplain (Colonel) David f\ · Samf par
ticipated with the Crown Pnnce of Lux
emburg in a Memorial Day Observance 
at the American Cemetery in Luxembu rg. 
Sam£ is an Installation Staff Chaplain at 
a U.S. Air Force base in Germany. 
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Can your board afford 
to pay your salary, 

and your 
substitute's? 

30 BA PTIS T H ERA LD 

Has your board budgeted 
for the additional expenses 
that would occur if you became disabled? 

-~ Disabilities occur suddenly, and so can a 
fi nancial burden. If it develops into a 

lenghtly disabi l ity, could it also develop into an 
unpleasant si tuation fo r you and your board? 

Rel ieving you and your board of this potential 
burden is our Christian committment. 

BAPTIST LIFE ASSOCIATION 
8555 Main St., Buffalo, NY 14221 (716) 633-4393 

How to 
Give a Gift 

That Keeps on 
Giving 

Are you like so many of our Chris
tian friends .. . desiring that your 
gift to the North American Bap tist 
Conference will continue so that 
we can maintain and expand our 
ministries at home and overseas, 
just like we are doing today? 

If so, it's important that you make 
plans for this to happen. Unless 
you have a valid estate plan that 
provides fo r the continuation of 
your support to the North Ameri
can Baptist Conference, that sup
port will cease upon your death. 

You can make sure that this will not 
happen to you. 

!"Iany are finding great satisfaction 
m knowing that with a valid estate 
plan, their support of the North 
American Baptis t Conference will 
continue. And you will, too. 

For complete information on_ f!ow 
to Give a Gift that Keeps on G1v111g, 
please complete and mail this 
coupon today. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Dr. C. Salios 
North American Baptist 
Conference 
1 So. 210 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

Please send me a free 
Will and Trust Planning Guide 

Name - --- --- - --
Address ________ _ 
City __________ _ 

State/Prov. ___ Code 

BH-9 

ASJOD 
PLAIPOB 

TBBPDTDBB 
could the ... 

"still, small voice" 

of the Spirit be calling YOO into 
A CBRISTIAI llllISTBY 

we w ant to discuss Ministry opportunit ies w ith you. 
Please ca ll Ben Hulsing .. . collect . . . at 605 / 336-6588 

D I'd like to know more about NABS 

D Please send me admissio ns m at erials on NABS 

D Send FALL DECISION CONFERENCE m aterials 

Name 

Address 

City _ ________ _____ state _____ Zip ____ _ 

Phone 

College _______________ ____ Graduating 19 __ 

NORTH 
AMERICAN 

BAPTIST 
SEMINARY 

Please return to: 

Ben Hulsing 
NAB seminary 
1321 west 22nd st . 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
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Baptist Herald 
1So.210 Summit Ave. 
Oakbrook Terrace, 
Villa Park, IL. 60181 

Non-profit organization 
Second class postage 
paid at Villa Park, Illinois 60181 
and at additional mailing offices 

This year give 
a gift that says 
you care 10 times 
a year-
one that 
brings 
news of 

our 
North 

_______ ___.,...----- - - - J 

from 

YES! Please send 
gift subscriptions to 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City, State, Zip _________ _ 

Narn~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

payment of o $8.00 for one year (U.S. and Canada, enclosed) 
o $16.00 overseas 

Use a separate sheet for additional gift subscriptions 


