


from the financial 
services director 

Fellowship: It Keeps Me Goin' 

What are our strengths? That is a 
question often asked of us as a 

North American Baptist Conference. 
Nearly always, the answer comes that 
fellowship is high on the list. Even 
though I, as Financial Services Direc
tor, deal daily with hard cold cash 
and hard decisions about the financial 
matters of the Conference, one of the 
reasons I do this is that I am 
motivated or fired up by this 
fe llowship. 

Next month in Anaheim, we will be 
treated to a veritable teast of 
fel lowship . During breakfast, while 
walking to sessions, before, during 
(only in whispers, please) and after 
sessions, at lunch, over dinner, over 
coffee ... You name it, and we' ll 
fe llowship. 

I remember being on the platform 
at the Triennial Conference in 
Niagara Falls in 1982. As we stood to 
sing "To God Be the Glory," I began 
to identify individuals in the audience 
and to recall the various ministries we 
were involved in together. Some of 
the memories were joyous, others 
sad . Some memories were difficult or 
painful for me to recall. 

Now mix those memories with the 
truly great sound of several thousand 
North American Baptists singing that 
great hymn. I can recall it as though it 
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were a moment ago. It was the end of 
the first stanza. The song leader en
couraged us to smile and really sing 
out. "Let the people rejoice!" he said. 

"O perfect redemption, the pur
chase of blood, To every believer the 
promise of God ... " I started to try 
to sing, but it was no use. The emo
tion of the moment prevented that. I 
bit my lip and worked hard to over
come the tears. I continued to enjoy 
the sound of your singing, and I 
strained to identify more of the au
dience and to recall our work 
together over the last triennium. 

What a great moment that was! I 
was deeply thankful that God had 
given me the opportunity to be in
volved in his Kingdom. I was also 
thankful to our Conference fo r the 
unique opportunities granted to me 
for service in his Kingdom. I was 
grateful for the graciousness which 
had been shown to me by a number 
of those I identified. I was grateful fo r 
the opportuni ty ~o be of service to 
others. In so many cases, I was 
grateful for the warmth of friendship. 

That was a great moment fo r me . 
But I'm convinced that the st rength of 
our fe llowship together is not based 
on the emotion of the moment. The 
strength of our fellowship is the basis 
of the emotion we feel, and it truly is 
a strength. 

The work as Financial Services 
Director, which you, as a Con
ference, have given to me, provides a 
unique opportunity to see this 
strength and these beliefs in action . 
I'm involved with our missionaries 
around the worl d. I'm involved with 
our church extension churches across 

Canada and the USA. I'm involved 
with our donors who have given 
$14,753,000 in the last triennium to 
be disbursed for m1ss1ons and 
ministries around the world. 

Let me illustrate this with a recen t 
work experience. An area minister 
and I were involved in the final ser
vice of one of our churches. We 
prayed together. We read God's 
Word. We worked on difficult issues. 
We disagreed. We cried (some out 
loud and openly, others within ). We 
held hands. We sang hymns. We 
fellowshiped. 

In th is involvement, there is seldom 
total agreement. There are usually 
several ways to view most financial 
situations. It is my observation that 
our fe llowship works very well in 
spite of these differences. 

Here are my observations as to 
why fel lowship is a strength of the 
North American Baptist Conference: 

Our focal point is the Person of 
God, the work of the Trinity, and the 
Bible as the revelation of God for 
each and all of us as his Body. We 
also deeply believe that God is at 
work simultaneously conforming in
dividuals and churches to his Son's 
likeness. Further, that each person , 
each church, and our enti re Con
ference is a part of the Body of Christ. 
In addit ion, we genuinely respect the 
God-given individuality of each per
son. 

"Great th ings He hath taught us, 
great th ings He hath done, and great 
our rejoicing through Jesus the Son." 
That is why there will be a veritable 
feast of fellowship at Anaheim . Lord 
willing, I'll see you there. D 
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Two major distinctions have 
significantly marked Baptists dur

ing our history : a commitment to the 
Bible as the written Word of God and 
a devotion to religious liberty
freedom of conscience, freedom of 
religion, and freedom of worship. 
Baptists have insisted tha t each Chris
tian has the freedom to interpret the 
Bible and that the authori ty for such 
freedom comes from the Bible itself. 
We have decla red that no one has the 
r ight to interfere with this freedom 
- neither ecclesiastical nor govern
mental officials . 

Religious Liberty 
and Biblical Faith 

Baptists believe in looking to the 
teachings of the Bible rather than the 
traditions of society for authority in 
faith and practice. Convinced that the 
Bible clearly teaches religious liberty, 
Baptists have been willing not only to 
live by th is teaching but also to die 
for it. 

The belief in religious freedom is 
rooted deeply in biblical teachings 
concerning sa lvation . The Bible 
declares that all are lost without 
Christ and that anyone who is saved 
must be saved by faith in Christ . The 
faith that saves cannot be coerced but 
must be voluntary. In the New Testa
ment, it is by the "Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God " 
not by the sword of men, that people 
are brought to Christ. 

The only vaEd belief is voluntary 
and expresses itself voluntarily in 
confession, witness, and ministry. If 
God himself chose not to override our 
wills in order to bring us salva tion 
then surely we ought not endeavor t~ 
coerce p~rsons to bring them to trust 
in . Chnst .. Equa ll y importan t, 
rel1g1 ous liberty requi res th t 
b~lievers be free to share their fai:h 
with o thers, to witness d 
evangelize. ' an 

Soul liberty also demands f d 
f h. ree om 

o wars 1p-that a person b f 
h . e ree to 

wo:s ip or not to worship and that a 
believer be free to worshi"p G d 

d. h o ac-
cor mg to t e dictates of con-
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science. In a sense, freedom of wor
ship is a corollary of the biblical 
teaching of the priesthood of the 
believer, a precious truth for Baptists. 
Each believer is a priest, one needing 
no intermediary between himself and 
God, having access to God freely 
without a go-between. Equally im
por tant, each believer is to serve and 
minister to others, to be a priest to 
them . 
~oul liberty relates to our Baptist 

belief concerning the nature of a 
church . Bap tists contend tha t a er
son should not be made a membe~ of 

by W illiam M. Pin son, Jr. 
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a church beca use of b irth into a so
called Christian family or in a so
called Christian nat ion or because of 
law or coercion. Believing in a 
regenerate church membership, we 
insist that a church is to be a body of 
baptized believers, persons who have 
freely believed and voluntarily been 
bap tized. 

For such freedom to be tl:oroughly 
enjoyed, a church must be free froTTl 
outside co ntro l from eit her a 
religious or a p~litica l power . Op
timum freedom is realized when there 
· f t te is a ree church in a free state, a s a 

with a governmen t which recognizes 
freedom of worship, speech, press, 
a nd assembly. Furthermore, the 
government should be free from ec
clesiastical control just as a church 
should be free from governmental 
control. 

"Now the Lord 
is that Spirit: 
and where the 
Spirit of the 
Lord • 

IS, 

there is liberty" 
(II Corinthians 
3:17). 

Religious Liberty 
and Political Freedom 

From the first century until the 
present, a constant struggle has been 
carried on for religious liberty . Part 
of the struggle has been against 
authoritarian ecclesiastical powers 
who would control the beliefs and 
practices of believers and churches 
alike. They have insisted that their in
terpretation of the Bible was the inter
pretation and that all believers were 
to conform. Against such religious 
despots, Baptists have hurled the 
teachings of holy scripture, holding 
high the priesthood of the believer, 
the competency of the individual soul 
before God, and religious liberty . 

Another battle has been waged 
against political leaders who would 
use religion for their own gain, often 
to maintain conformity fo r supposed 
national stabili ty and strength . 
Numerous governments have 
endeavored to force citizens to con
form to official s tate religions. 

Unfor tu nately, some Christians 
have been all too eager to become the 
pet of the state, accepting the aid of 
government to enforce thei r own doc
trines and religious practices. Baptists 
have never been or desired to be an 
official state church for any nation 
nor the "established religion" for any 
society . Furthermore, when we have 
been true to our biblical faith, we 
have never wanted to use the power 
of the state to propagate the gospel. 

Today many different patterns ex
ist between church and state. The 
struggle between religious liberty and 
political power continues. In some 
nations, Christianity is persecuted, 
and in others it is tolerated. In some, 
it is still the official state religion. In a 
few countries, there is genuine 
religious freedom and soul liberty; 
apparently poli tical liberty and 
rel igious liberty go hand in hand , 
each to some degree related to the 
other . 

Even when religious freedom is 
guaranteed by poli tical powers, 
Christians believing in soul liberty 
can never rest content. The political 
system of the United States of 
America has made possible as much 
religious liberty as any poli tical 
system in the world. However, 
government is frequen tly eager to use 
religion for its own end, and organiz
ed religion is often willing to utilize 
the power of the sta te to coerce belief 
and practice. Change is constant, and 
thus we must be vigilant to see that 
change is toward freedom, not bond
age. 

Religious Liberty 
and Baptists Today 

Where Baptists enjoy religious 
liberty, we should utilize it not only 

for our good but for the good of 
others . The Bible clearly teaches that 
we are saved in order to serve, that 
we are free in order to help free 
others. Let us use our freedom to free
ly proclaim the Good News that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself. Let us never be guil ty of 
using our freedom selfishly but 
always use it unselfishly that others 
may hear the Good News and be free 
to respond to it . 

We also have a responsibility to 
those who made possible this 
freedom. Our Baptist fo refathers 
prayed, worked, and even died in 
order that we might have freedom of 
religion . Eternal vigi lance is the price 
of all liberty, including religious liber
ty. We must be watchful toward 
government leaders who would use 
religion for political purposes. We 
should be vigilant against ec
clesiastical leaders who would impose 
their beliefs and practices on others 
by the use of government power. We 
must instruct and inspire our own 
people, some of whom may have so 
little trust in the power of Christ that 
they are tempted to use the power of 
the state to propagate the gospel. 

Questions related to church and 
sta te are seldom easy to answer. 
Issues are complex. Emotions run 
high . Traditions can erode biblical 
teaching. Rapid cha nge, social 
disruption, na tional peril all can 
tempt us to trade freedom for securi
ty. But in Christ, security and 
freedom go together. Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is true freedom 
and real securi ty. We, Baptists, live 
our biblical faith as we establish 
preserve, and exercise our religiou~ 
liberty in Christ. 0 

Or. Pinson is executive director of the 
Baptist General Co11ve11tio11 of Texas , 
(Southern Baµtist Conventio11), a11d 
formerly president of Golde11 Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary . 

JUNE 1985 s 



When a Mother Dies 
by Daniel Leininger 

Since my mother's sudden death 
this winter, the thought of 

Mother's Day feels different. With 
her passing, a warm, safe feeli ng fad
ed from my world. I was the "baby" 
of her six children. Her death ushered 
in feelings of being a midl ife orphan 
who would soon turn for ty. Darkness 
seemed to creep in from the far cor
ners of my life. A strange, fearful 
child inside of me said, "Who will 
take care of me now?" 

A friend of mine was a young boy 
when his mother died. For weeks later 
as he would walk through the woods 
with his hound dog, they would stop 
at his favorite sittin' stump. There he 
would weep. Beside him, his long
earred dog would howl a lonesome 
bay. Together the animal and the boy 
sang their song of sorrow. 

When my own father died, I was 
27. His funeral was two days before 
the Christmas of 1972. On that same 
day, my son became one year old. I 
grieved dad's death yet rejoiced that 
his pain was over. At the cemetery, I 
turned from the loss of being my 
father's son to the joy of being rhy 

She became 
a mother, 
a grandmother, 
and a Mary Poppins 
to whomever needed o ne. 
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son's father . We left the graveside 
ceremony to go home to the 
candlelight of Matt's first birthday 
party. 

Each generation inevitably leaves 
its children a varied inheritance of 

love and anger, pain and joy. Adults 
may grieve most for the parents they 
never had. The greater the pain and 
anger, the longer the grief. After the 
tears subside, choosing life seems to 
boil down to taking two giant steps. 

The first step is to accept the am
bivalence. There is always a mixture 
of blessings and limitations in one's 
family of origin. Some of that will be 
passed to the next generation. 

The second step, beyond all the 
ambivalence, is to accept the freedom 
of being ch ildren of God. Embrace 
the blessed assurance that life in 
Christ continually calls us to the 
freedom of living at higher and higher 
levels of glory (II Corinthians 
3:]7-18). 

My life has been blessed by 
worthwhile parents. They were far 
from perfect, and so are the six 

children that their love produced . But 
when you are a real human being, 
you need not worry about perfection. 
Blessed are the children whose 
parents have taught them to love, to 
laugh, to cry, and to work. 

My parents were rich people not 
because they had many things, but 
because they counted their blessings. 
They chose early in life to become 
people of gratitude. There were times 
when they complained; yet they gen
uinely lived by what they believed. 
More importantly, they taught us 
how to live and showed us how to 
die. I trust fo r the freedom to do both 
with equal courage and intensity. The 
rest I leave to the grace of God. 

In her la ter years, I remember my 
mom as a butterfly . She struggled 
through the cocoon of her husband's 
death and emerged into a new life of 
blessed singleness. She fluttered her 
color and delight into the lives of 
many people. She became a mother, a 
grandmother, and a Mary Poppins to 
whomever needed one. If a spoonful 
of sugar could help the medicine go 
down, she probably had both in her 
purse. 

Strangely enough, as I have stood 
again with death in these last few 

months, the lights have begun to 
glow once more in the corners ot my 
li fe . Colors seem brighter; sunlight 
seems warmer; and the "hurry of life" 
roars less loudly. From the corners of 
my past and present, I now see and 
hear the flutter of many butterfly 
wings-my wife, my chiidren, sisters, 
brothers, friends, all of whom bring 
gracious reminders of God's presence, 
love, and eterna l care. 

It is enough to make me want to 
walk with Tom and his old hound 
dog back in "memory woods" to that 
favorite "sittin' stump. " For there in a 
su nlight beam, we just might find a 
wet new creature fresh from the co
coon waiting to discover her butterfly 
wings and the freedom of life at a new 
level of grace. O h, lift those gentle 
wings a nd fly! O 

Or. Daniel Leininger is A ssociate Pro
fessor of Pastoral Care a11d Cou11sel
i ng, Nort/1 American Baptis t 
Se111i11ary, Sioux Falls. SD. 

Overcoming Fears 
by Lois Fuchs 

There are many unexpected things 
in the life of a missionary. I knew 

before I came to Cameroon that I 
would need to make many ad
justments. The most unexpected and 
actually one of the hardest areas for 
me to cope with is the fact that my 
husband has to be away from home. 
Since he is Field Missionary working 
with the youth, he has to travel a lot, 
and the family cannot always go 
along with him. 

For several months, I really strug
gled with Bud having to be away 
more than I thought he should . I 
began to worry about what would 
happen in an emergency, because 
there was no possible W'.'IY to reac~ 
him I couldn't sleep at night until 
earl~ morning for fear that som~thing 
would happen while I was sleeping or 
tha t someone would try to break into 
the house. I a lso was anxious that 
something might happen to Bud. I 
knew these fears and worries were 
not from God; yet I had trouble over
coming them. 

A fter we had been in Cameroon for 
about six months, God showed 

me in two definite ways that he is 
watching over us and that I don't 
need to worry. Bud had gone to Belo 
for Youth Camp. 

One night there was a terrible elec
trical storm. Our oldest son, Nathan, 
had crawled into bed with me beca~se 
of the storm. The lightning was stnk
ing fai rly close to us. 

Nathan asked, "Mom, what if it 
hits our house?" 

1 sa id, "Let's pray. " I finished pray-
ing and there was another crack of 
lightning, the loudest 1 have. ever 
heard . It sounded as if it had hit the 
house. It was get ting close to. dawn, 
and I got up to check. L.ooking out 
the front window, I noticed that a 
branch on the big tree in front of our 
house was on fire. T he lightning had 
struck the tree. We can still see the 
marks where the light ning went 
through the whole tree. We were so 
thankful for God's protection that the 
lightning did not hi t the house and 
also that it d id not split the tree caus
ing it to fall on the house . 

The other way that God showed 

"We can still see 
the marks where 
the lightning 
went through the 
big tree in front 
of our home in 
Kumba," says 
Lois . "We are 
grateful the 
ligh tning didn't 
hit our home o r 
split the tree to 
cause it to fall on 
our house." 

his protection was at this same time 
when I became seriously ill. I was 
traveling to Belo with Mike and 
Dawn Kirschman to join my husband 
for the Cameroon Baptist Conven
tion. It was a trip that I will never 
forget. 

I had some type of bacteria which 
caused vomiting and diarrhea. I was 
not able to replace my fluids as quick
ly as I was losing them. 

When we were just about to 
Mbingo, it started to rain heavily. A 
big truck had slipped off the road and 
was stuck . It was too slippery for the 
Kirschman's car to go a round the 
truck . I thought I was going to die. 

Dawn got out and walked to the 
mission station where they got a four-

wheel drive vehicle to come to get us. 
We walked several hundred feet to 
reach this vehicle. By the time we 
reached Mbingo, I was passing out 
and close to dehydration . 

I am thankful that I was at M bingo 
where our mission hospital is located 
so I could get the treatment that I 
needed. Had I been alone in Kumba 
without transportation and good 
health care, the outcome may have 
been quite different. 

God showed me that he loves me, 
and he cares for me. Since that time, I 
still don't like having Bud gone , but I 
am able to sleep now knowing that 
God is in control. He gives a peace 
that surpasses all understanding 
(Philippians 4:6,7). 0 

Lois Fuclrs a11d lie,. l111s ba11d Dale 
(Bud) Fucl1 s are 111issio11aries litiil!R i11 
K11111 ba. Ca111emo11 . c 
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Youth Leaders Express 
Concerns about Youth 

Thirty-three youth pastors, directors, and sponsors serving in North American 
Baptist Conference churches joined other youth workers at a National Youth 
Workers Conference sponsored by Youth Specialties in Portland, Oregon, last 
October. During this time, Carol Potratz , director of Christian education and 
youth, Bismarck, NO; Joey Link, minister of youth, Sunkist Baptist Church , 
Anaheim, CA: Loren Kopf, associate pastor in Christian education , Temple 
Baptist Church , Medicine Hat, AB: and Candice Frank, youth sponsor, Hudson 
Bay Park Baptist Church, Saskatoon , SK, discussed the youth work in their 
churches. Some of their concerns are shared in this discussion led by Warren 
Hoffman, assistant director for "New Day" and youth . 

I thank God for 
the youth in my 
group and for 
what God is going 
to do through me 
for them. 

- Candice Frank 
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Warren Hoffman: As workers with 
youth in the local church, what is your 
biggest challenge? 

Joey Link: It is for young people to real
ly listen to us and to see us as people who 
have gone through what they are experienc
ing . They need to realize that we are trying 
to help them understand what is right and 
what is wrong and to lead them into an en
joya ble, abundant life. 

Carol Potratz: I have been with the 
sa me youth group for three years . My big
gest challenge is helping them to understand 
their mission as Christians: What it means to 
be the light of the world, to desire love more 

...... , ·~· .. 
. . . i 

than power, and to be salt in their world . 
That challenges me. 

Loren Kopf: Making the Christian life 
and Christian faith something that is prac
tical and personal in the lives of kids is a 
challenge for me . O ften the Christian life is 
something they do . To make that personal 
and practica l in their lives, especially in the 
lives of youth who have grown up in the 
church, is a challenge. 

Candice Frank: I find it a challenge to 
create the desire in my youth so that they 
want to become servants, to serve in the 
church, to become a part of the church, to be 
able to work with the church and not to be a 
separate group that has its own activities is a 
goal of mine. This prepares the youth to 
work in the various a reas of the church. 

Joey: The biggest challenge is to help 
youth see the fu ture they have in Jesus 
Christ. I believe that every youth can live the 
abundant li fe that Jesus talks about in John 
10:10. Sometimes it is hard for them to see 
that ?ecause they are so close to their parents 
or friends who do not live it. They do not 
have close role models or heroes in the faith. 
We always go back and look at the Bible. 
Today kids are looking for heroes or role 
models in the secular world, in the music in
dustry, and in sports. We need to be role 
models an~ t~ challenge the youth to have a 
strong Chnst1an life. 

Loren: Youth do not feel that they have 
much ~uture . Many of my kids feel they are 
not going to live out their natural lives that 
someth. · ' 
b f 

mg is going to happen to our world 
e ore S ·t · · . . . · o 1 is important that something 

significant happens in their lives now. 

Joey : If real commitment does not hap
pen when they a re in their middle high 
school years or early college, if they do no t 
really get a life-changing experience where 
they really understand who Jesus Christ is 
and what he did fo r them, then it seems like 
they always go through life being nominal 
Christians . It is the ugliest thing; they are 
lukewarm, cold almost. It is the worst th ing 
around. 

Warren: What, do you think, are 
the greatest issues that face young peo
p le? 

Loren: One that strikes me is their low 
self-image. They don't have a good self
image, and they don't realize that being a 
Christian makes a difference. This snowballs 
and affects how they handle peer pressure 
and the kind of friends they choose . 

Joey: Kids become Christians for dif
ferent reasons : some because of pressure 
from their peers and others to get thei r fire 
insurance paid . 

It comes back to the questions Jesus asked, 
"Do you really love me; do you really follow 
me?" 

Every youth needs to m~ke a decision. Is 
Jesus really the Lord of my l ~fe? Is he th~ con
trolling force or are other influences in the 
world? 

If youth see Jesus Christ as t~e focal point 
of their lives, the issues come into focus or 
filter to the side. When Christ is not the most 
important thing in our live~, ot~er thin.gs 
hinder our spiritual walk, things like music, 
sex, drugs, peer pressure, dating'. fr_iend~. 
They ask "How am I going to survive in this 
world?" i'nstead of "How am I going to sur
vive with Jesus Christ?" 

Carol: Those things would no t even be 
issues, if these kids really claimed wh~ th~y 
are. In the day Jesus lived, he was rad1_cal in 
his beliefs . The Pharisees believed that 1f y~u 
followed the prescribed laws then you had 1t; 
Jesus said no. T hese things would not b~m
bard them if they stood up and said , . All 
right , I'm being tempted w_it~ these things; 
no, I'm a Christian , forget it. 

Joey: Before Christ 's death on the cross, 
Peter didn 't wa nt to be arrested . Later, after 
Christ's resurrect ion, we read in Acts, 
chapter four, Peter and John were arrested 
fo r preaching the Gospel. With th~ po.~er of 
the Ho ly Spirit in his li fe, Peter said, I can
not stop preaching and teaching about what 
I have seen and what I know. " 

He didn 't care about what would happen 
to him. T he most important thing to him 

was Jesus Christ. Everything else was a by
product. 

A famous football player once said to me, 
'Tm a Christian who happens to be able to 
play football, " instead of a "foo tball player 
who happens to be a Christian." That's the 
most important focus - Jesus Christ. 

Carol: One boy said to me, "What's the 
difference if I become a Christian? The kids 
whom you deal with, they are all 'sleeping 
by the fire .'" I thought, that's true . Christian 
kids are afraid to be identified with Christ, 
because somebody might think they a re 
weird . Some youth in my group are proud to 
bel ong to Jesus Christ; -they speak up fo r 
him. Others "sleep by the fire ." 

Candice: I find Lhe biggest cha llenge is 
how my you th make tha t stand fo r Christ 
and stick wi th it. To be able to know from 
their everyday Chris tian li fe that Christ is 
the center of it, and to always keep their eyes 
on Jesus and not look at others around them. 

Loren: To know that you can be a full
time Christian, without being a pastor o r a 
missionary, in an everyday type of Christian 
walk is important . 

Warren: What are some of the 
things that you are doing to equip the 
youth with whom you work? 

I teach youth, and 
they teach me. 
They shock me by 
telling me some 
things that they 
see in my life that 
are not right
they challenge me. 
Most of the youth 
look out for me as 
much as I look out 
for them-that's 
the biggest joy. 

-Loren Kopf 
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A lot of churches 
have a comfort
able building, 
have hit a plateau, 
have the same 
attendance every 
Sunday, have a 
couple of baptisms 
a year, receive a 
few more mem
bers from other 
churches or may
be a new convert, 
but they have no 
real vision, no life. 
We know that 
children and 
youth bring life. 

- Joey Link 
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Joey : When I came to Sunkist Baptist 
Church, I saw a lot of young people who had 
grown up in the church and who knew the 
Bible in many different ways. I geared the 
whole youth program from Easter through 
the summer around one thing: Equipping 
these youth for ministry . 

In discipleship groups, we studied the 
book, How to Give A w ay Your Faith , by 
Paul Little. Then I spent three to four weeks 
teaching them how to share their faith. 

During Easter vacation, we ran a day 
camp, and these youth taught the Bible 
studies to the children. Some of these youth 
who had never shared their faith with 
anybody were teaching little children who 
had never heard about Jesus Christ. 

La~er on, I took the youth who did the 
best 1ob up to our summer junior age camp 
where they were counselors for a week. Tha~ 
wa~ a c~a ll «;nge. One gi rl said to me, "I can't 
believe 1t. I m actually doing the same thing 
my mom and dad do. I can't believe the 
words that are coming out of my mouth. " 

At the end of the summer, the youth par
ticipated in some other events. They ra 
Vacation. Bibi~ School and a day camp. n 

One girl said to me, "I can' t believe how 
".1uc~ I grew t~ is summer, because I was put
ting mto practice what I have been learning." 

Carol: How great that their parents 
were role models in witnessing. That's fan
tastic. 

Joey: We did not have enough adults to 
work in our Vacation Bible School so our 
Christian Education Director asked 'some of 
these youth who were in training to help. 
These four or five young people led one 
whole department of 40 children. If these 

youth would not have been trained to help, 
we would not have had enough people to 
run our Vacation Bible School. 

Candice: I find that you have to deal 
with the problems that come up in your 
church, dea l with them with mature Chris
tian attitudes. I have had my kids come to 
me and say, "Yes, I know we have had a 
rough time . I know things have not been 
very good, but because of Christ's sacrifice 
we're going to keep serving ." ' 

. W~ren: One of the important 
thmgs m youth ministry is the kind of 
help and support that you receive . How 
do you feel the parents of youth might 
be and should be involved in the 
ministry with young people? 

. . Carol: There is no way that youth 
m1mstry could happen at Bismarck Baptist 
Church without parents. They support the 
pr?gram. They pitch in and help with money 
raisers. They a re willing to help with our 
onc.e-a-month junior high and senio r high 
~ocials. ~o matter who is asked, they say, 
. Sure, I II help." The youth see that w ill
ingn~ss and that encourages them. I ap
preciate this about parents. 

Loren: Many of the youth's parents sup
prrt me as much as I support them in front 
oh ~he kids. I encourage youth to ta lk with 
t eir parents, and the parents encourage the 
youth to talk ' th Th , p w1 me. a t s a support. 

arents affirm me and say "H ' d . d. b , es omg a 
goo 10 ' so listen to what he has to say." 

. Candice: I really apprecia te the parents 
in our ~hur~h opening up their ho mes to 30 
screaming kids anytime. They provide w hat 
ev.er. they can to assist us w ith the youth 
~in1stry. Some of the youth in our gro up 

ave not come to church before They are 
~~az.ed thaht some parents would iet a ll these 

ac
1 
t's ~t~to t eir homes and provide food and 
1v1 1es. 

Joey· In · 
backbon~ of t~y estimation, pa rents a re the 
the ones who e youth p:ogram. Parents are 
chi.Id are responsible to God for their 

ren, not m d 
believe th t h e, an not the church. I 
cators. a t ey a re the Christian edu-

We, as youth worke " f . 1 " are b h rs, as pro ess10na s, 
roug t alo ·d h . . 
h 

ngs1 e to elp m various 
ways t rough c l' . . . ounse mg input or planning 
act1v1t1es that d ' . ' . . can raw kids into the real 
ministry of th h h co . e c urc a nd into a deeper 

mm1tment to the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
parents can gra th .. th sp a t v1s1on that we are 

ere as helpers and encouragers, then a 

team spirit can be developed among the 
youth workers, the parents, and their 
children. 

Warren: What are some positive 
things that are happening in your youth 
ministries? 

Loren: For the first time in five years, 
the youth feel comfortable bringing their 
non-Christian friends to Bible study. They 
a re more open about their Christianity. This 
has never happened before. This is one of the 
joys to see these kids bring others and then 
to see these new youth come back the next 
week. 

Candice: One of the greatest joys is see
ing the youth's total commitment to Jesus 
Christ. The activities and devotionals that 
they plan are centered around that. T~ey 
never exclude a Bible studv from anv act1v1-
ty they ha ve. They make once-a-month .Bi
ble study the activity of the month . I th~nk 
they have grasped the importance o! ~hanng 
Christ and that these opportunities a re 
sometimes the only ones that they might 
ever get with their friends. 

Carol: The youth in our church have 
caught a vision of a larger ministry within 
the North American Baptist Conference 
churches. This is true especially in relation to 
the smaller churches that do not have the op
portunities that we have. 

This is exciting because our youth group 
dropped in numbers last year . ~t could be 
discouraging to the youth, but instead the 
kids come and think about ways to help the 
youth in the smaller churches, where there 
may be only one or two youth . . 

In November we had our second big 
socia l. We invit~d the churches within a 150 
mile radius of Bismarck . We planned the ac
tivities served lunch, a nd had good 
fellowship. The youth appreciated b.e~ng 
with o ther C hristian kids. It was exc1tmg 
that our youth wanted to do this for these 

o ther kids. 

Joey: A year ago, I challenged a number 
of our youth to read through the Bible with 
me. Although it has been tough , half of th~m 
have stuck with reading about four or five 
chapters a day. The thing that exci t~s me 
mo re than a nything else is no~ the soc~als or 
activities, but seeing more kids coming to 
church to listen to God's Word preached. 
They are more excited about being there 
Sunday mo rning and Sunday night to hear 
God's Word then even some socials. That 
shows me tha t they have a real love for the 
Word of God . 

Warren: What is your greatest need 
as one who works with young poeple? 

Joey: Number one is encouragement. 
Too often in Christian circles, we never en
courage one another. Thessalonians 5 talks 
about encouraging one another. 

The encouragement and support of the 
senior pastor, the church, and the pa rents 
are important. They may say, "I like what 
you're doing; keep it up. " 

Maybe an area is not doing so well , but if 
they give me feedback and encouragement, 
it is important to me because young people 
rarely give encouragement. It is always the 
other way around; we do the encouraging. If 
people encourage me, I feel I can keep going. 

Loren: I agree. I need affirmation. I 
need to know that when I run into a snag 
that I a m not alone. 

It's good to talk with other youth leaders 
about things that aren' t going so well . You 
realize that it is not just you, but something 
that is happening nationwide. 

Affirmation is important- to know that 
you are doing something right, and con
structive criticism is important, too, when 
you are not doing something right . 

Candice: As a lay person working with 
the youth, I find the most difficult thing is to 
sacrifice my time off from work. Sometimes 
I feel that should be my time and that I a m 
sacrificing every Friday night a nd every Sun
day for the youth . Then I rea lize that it is 
really not a sacrifice because it is for the fur
therance of the Kingdom of God. 

My biggest joy in 
youth work 
is the youth 
themselves, how 
real they are and 
how alive. I love 
being with them, 
and being ac
cepted the way I 
am. Their love is 
the real kind of 
love, that agape 
love. My youth 
have it, and I love 
them for it. 

-Carol Potratz 
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If this one small thing I do helps change 
these kids, if it shows them that I am willing 
to sacrifice and willing to serve, and they see 
Christ in me, then this should make a dif
ference in their lives. 

Carol: I recently spoke with one of the 
parents of a high school youth. She could 
not believe that I do not receive affirmation. 

She said, "But you know that we think you 
are doing a good job. " 

I said, "No, it is very hard because I'm 
from a German home and a German church. 
I know that the German way of thinking is, 
'If you are doing a good job, no one says 
anything . Because if you were not doing a 
good job, we would tell you. So, by the 
silence, you should know that it is good.' " 

I need to be told once in a while, "Good 
job!" "We really appreciate that!" 

I do get constructive criticism; it's needed, 
and I'm glad for it, but it needs a balance. 
After a while, we don't hear the constructive 
part, just the criticism. 

The other need I have is to know that the 
youth are really getting what I am trying to 
give them-a role model. I am driven to 
show the kids Jesus Christ in any way I can , 
and I need to know-Are they changing? 

Joey: Recently, a friend who serves in a 
non-N.A.B. church told me that he wants to 
see the youth ministry grow in his church. 
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He has been in this church for five years. The 
problem is that he needs more money and 
more help. 

He approached the church for more 
money for youth work, and they sa id, "No, 
you take care of the kids; things a re going 
fine; we don't need to expand; we don't need 
more kids. You just see that the kids we have 
are growi,!1g up all right." 

He is really struggling to know whether he 
should stay at that church or if he should 
leave. He has a compassion for the young 
people. . . 

Often what is happening to him 1s 
characterized throughout churches across 
North America. Youth work and working 
with young people is second rate. It should 
be one of the greatest priorit ies of the 
church. If we, as Christians, are not reaching 
out to youth today, bringing them to Christ 
and building them up in the faith, then we're 
missing something. 

Carol : That's scary. Like Isaiah said, 
"Where there is no vision, the people 
perish." If Christian people don't have a vi
sion, who is going to dream the dream? 

Joey: There is a verse in III John 4 that 
says, "My joy comes from seeing my 
brethren stand firm in the Lord. " My joy 
comes from seeing the kids stand firm in the 
Lord . O 

Traveling With 
"New Day" 

I find a lot of the churches have lit
tle or no youth ministry, nor do they 
have a vision or a desire for it. A lot 
of churches do not have paid profes
sionals, and the youth ministry or 
program is being led by volun
teers. They often lack resources. 
Some have been leaders for years 
without a break or fresh ideas or 
challenge. In some churches, there 
are two or three youth hanging in 
there on their own strength. In many, 
there is not a lot going on for young 
people. That is my biggest challenge. 
- Warren Hoffman 

Wi 11 the Day Arrive 
When I Can Forgive Myse lf? 
by Shanna A nderson 

"Why now," I asked him, "Why 
now? I am thirty years old . I 

have a God who loves me and whom 
I love and trust, a husband who 
adores me, two beautiful children and 
a family who would do anything for 
me. What am I doing here now?" 

"Perhaps," the psychiatrist an
swered, "now, for the first time in 
your life, you are strong enough to 
face what is ahead of you. " 

"I feel God in this, " I whispered. 
Do you know wlwt Bolimia is? 

Bolimia is a serious eating disorder in 
wh ich one go rges oneself witl1 
8, 000-10, 000 calories-three loaves 
of bread, a brick of ice cream , a piz
za , anything and everything, and 
tf1en induces vomiting. Bolirnia is an 
emotional breakdown, wl1ich one can 
keep hidden from society. 

I began to tell this man things that I 
would never have admitted before. 
The a trocities of my youth were being 
written down. 

I need not go into detail about each 
sin, but I will say they, I thought, 
were serious enough to lead me to at
tempt suicide. 

Fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty miles 
per hour, now just turn the wl1eel a 
bit, let go of the steering wlwel, and it 
will all be over. You are going to /1ell 
anyhow, so you may as well go now. 
No one will ever know you killed 
yourself. It will be a tragic accident! 

What power kept me alive that 
day? I could not even kill myself. 
T ime went on . 

0 .R. Tra ining was the next step. l 
pushed myself to perfection . l work
ed, studied and cram med. My marks 
were a lways ninety-five to one hun
dred percent. A mark of 87 percent in 
o ne exam lef t me wi th a feeling of 
"failure. " During this time, I binged 
and vomited constantly. Time went 
on. 

l got married, and li fe seemed to 
settle down for me , but sti ll l con
tinued to eat uncontrollably and 
vomit. T his disorder continued a 
tota l of thirteen yea rs . 

" I was so afraid! 
It was so dark!. .. 

I found myself all alone . 
There I cried out to the 

Lord, 'Forgive me!' " 

Then one day, a change took place 
in my life . It is marvelous how 

God can bring good out of a horrible 
situation . November 4, 1979: That 
was the day that the Iranians took 52 
American hostages. 

I was terrified! It was happening! 
World War III was here, and I would 
die and go to hell! What fear! What 
liorror! 

I went to Judie's house and poured 
out my fears, and she was so calm. 
Judie began to talk about God, about 
Jesus and his love. 

"He may love you, Judie, but not 
me. You don't know what I've done. 
I'm going to hell, and l know it. " 

Judie told me about Jesus and asked 
me to pray. 

l left for home. l was so afraid ! It 
was so dark! l heard weird noises! 

When I got home, l found myself 
all alone in my living room . There I 
cried out to the Lord, "Forgive me!" 

The weight of hell li fted from my 
shoulders. I felt an indescribable 
release . It became very light outside. 
At that moment, I knew I had been 
forgiven . That night , I slept in peace, 
God's peace . 

l was so happy! I began to attend 
church . The people from whom l had 

always shied away became my closest 
fr iends. I had an unquenchable desire 
to read the Bible, and I believed every 
bit of it. Well , no, not every bit of i t! I 
could not believe that God had 
forgotten my sins. 

He had forgiven me, true, but after 
all, God is not stupid. How can he 
forget what I had done when I 
reminded him each and every day? 
Twenty-four hours d id not pass that I 
didn't shudder in horror or shed tears 
over my past. How I hated myself. 

Satan is very smart. "I cannot 
touch your eternity, " he says "but I 
can destroy your years on earth. God 
forgives you, true, but don 't ever 
forgive yourself. If you do , you 'll be 
saying it's O .K . You 'll be saying you 
are glad you did wliat you did . No , 
you 111ust never forgive yourself. " 

I read in a Billy Graham pamphlet 
that gluttony is sinful. 

"011 dear, Lord, /'ni so sorry. I µro -
111ise, Lord, I will never do tlia t 
again ." 

I had never thought of over-eating 
as being sinful. I just thought that 
vomiting was a good way to lose 
weight. 

Now came the added guilt of 
overeating and vo11"1iting, which l 
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could not stop. 
One time someone came to visit 

me. I invited her in and offered her 
some tea. I would have offered some 
chocolate zucchini cake, but I had 
just eaten and vomited it. A whole 9 
by 13 inch cake! 

I was at the Family Fitness Center, 
where I met a girl. We began talk

ing about how she used to binge and 
vomit. 

"I do that all the time," I laughed . 
She did not laugh. Instead, she had 

her doctor call me and make an ap
pointment. I agreed to see him. 

M ore guilt! I felt I w as letting God 
down because I was in need of outside 
help. 

I tried to cancel, but something 
prevented me from doing so. 

After the first meeting, I felt terri
ble. I binged that night. I hated 
myself. 

The next meeting was just as bad. 
We talked more about my past and 
why I did the things I did. 

Like many of you, fathers, my 
fat her would have fought Goliath for 
me. He would have laid his life down 
for me with no hesitation! I know 
that now, but fa thers, you must also 
kiss your children and hug them. 
Mo thers, do the same. Hug them , kiss 
them, tell them they are beaut iful. If 
you don 't , if the words, "I love y ou," 
get caught in your throat, then watch 
out, because there are plenty of men 
out there w ho can roll the words 
smoothly off their tongues. 

A s an example for us, Jesus stopped 
his very important work to hug the 
children and to kiss them. We, as 
parents, would be w ise to fo llow his 
example. 

After the second meeting, I was 
devastated. I cried and cried . Finally, 
I told my husband what I had done so 
man y years ago. You know what? He 
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didn't leave me. The man I was con
vinced would leave me if I ever gain
ed one pound still loves me. What 
relief! 

Still , I cried . I got up and reached 
for my Bible. Two verses spoke to 
me. The first was, "Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not upon 
your own understanding" (Proverbs 
3:5). 

"Lord, I trust you. I don't know 
why all this is happening, but I trust 
you." 

"For the Lord 
hath not given us 
the spirit of fear; 
but of power, 
and of love, 
and of a 
sound mind " 
(2 Timothy 1:7). 

The second verse appeared. "For 
the Lord hath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind." 

A sound mind! Oh, how I needed 
that. I was not losing my mind 
because God was protecting it. 
Again, I slept in God's peace . 

The next day, I was all alone. God 
must have sent an angel to play with 
my little girl in the living room, for 
she did not disturb us. My mind was 
reeling with all that had been happen
ing, and then he came. Jesus came to 
me. His presence was so real that I felt 
he took my hand. Together, we turn
ed 180 degrees and looked at my past 

square in the face. 

Do you know what we saw? We 
saw a poor, wretched , spiritually 

blind girl stumbling and groping in 
the darkness. I could not blame her 
for what she had done any more than 
I could blame a blind man for fa lling 
down a flight of sta irs. For the fi rst 
time, I felt a deep compassion and 
real love for this girl . The specia l love 
that only Jesus can give. I wan ted to 
reach out and hold her, touch her and 
love her. At tha t momen t, I forgave 
her. She is dead . That girl died in the 
baptismal waters. I now understand 
the full meaning of II Corinthians 
5:17: "Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature; old 
things are passed away; behold, a ll 
things a re become new." 

I a lso understand why God allowed 
my life to fo llow this course; he 
knows me so well . God knew that I 
had to be brought to my knees. He 
knew I would have blown through 
li fe riding the giant humanistic bub
ble, justifying a ll of my little indiscre
tions with a 'T m not so bad, after a ll , 
I never ... " God knew wha t had to 
happen in my life to cause me to come 
to him. I am now thankful for my 
past. 

It is over. The victory belongs to 
Jesus Christ. He has brought me so 
far. I love him and thank him. By the 
way, I haven't binged since. Praise 
the Lord! 

I wanted to leave this testimony in 
the cl oset, but skeletons in one's 
closet tend to haunt one. It is my 
prayer that th is testimony w ill do as it 
is intended , touch a life!O 

Shanna Anderson is a member of 
Grace Baptist Church, Calgary, 
Alberta. 

Why Christian Camping? 
by Art Pea rce 

"Iwish I could be a t camp all sum-
mer long." "I grow so close to 

God at camp." "It's good to spend 
time with Christian fr iends and study 
God's Word ." "I feel like the friends 
at camp are real friends ." These 
thoughts and o thers like them are 
repeated each camp week as campers 
pack up their suitcases and head for 
home after a full and exciting week at 
camp. Have you or members of your 
family had this experience? 

Changed lives are what our North 
American Baptist camping programs 
are a ll about. Thousands of mis
sionaries and pastors who serve the 
Lord today made life-changing_ ~eci
sions a t camp. These dec1s10~s 
resul ted in fa r-reaching ministries m 
their adul t life . 

The campfire testimonies bear out 
the fact tha t God's Spirit has touc~ed 
the lives of many campers dun ng 
their week of camp. It is not just the 
campers that a re affected, either. 
Many staff members share how God 
used the summer to transform their 
thinking into pursuing God's plan for 
their life. 

The values and strengths of Chris
tian camping are almost innum~rable. 
The fo llowing points summan ze the 
ma in values of Christ-centered camp 
and conference ministry: 

Ins tructional Advan tages . The 
Week-long, 24-hour-a-day impac~ of 
Christian camping often _prov1_des 
more teaching and modeling time 
than an entire year of Sunday scho_ol. 
Camp has the advantage of teac~mg 
and then looking fo r immediate 
learner response. The Chris tia n 
counselor and camp leader can model 
the Christian life throughout the 
day- and be available to meet the 
camper who has been taught and h~s 
thought about God's Word-and is 
ready to ask questions, and make 
decisions (James 1:22). 

Th e Rev . Art Pearce is executive 
director of Central Baµt is t Camµ, 
Lansing, Iow a , a camµ supported by 
North American Baptist Conference 
churches in Mi 11 11 eso ta , Iowa, 
Wisconsin , and Illino is. 

Indiv idua l Guidance. Christian 
camping provides the opportunity of 
having small counselor I camper ratios 
to afford adequate time for campers 
to get to know their counselors . A 
one-on-one setting is the most ideal 
educat io n a l enviro nmen t. T he 
camper is not treated as an IBM card, 
"just another kid," or as a nameless 
T-shirt in a large group . Rather, a 
loving and caring counselor spends 
time with each camper offering God's 
Word and the Person of Jesus Christ 
as an exciting option for the camper's 
personal considera tion (John 3-4). 

Integrated Approach. A camp set
ting provides the most unique en
vironment for Christian teaching and 
application of the principle that all of 
life is important to God . The 
co unselor ca n minister to the 
camper's physical, social, mental and 
spiritual needs- and need not com
municate the mistaken v iew that li fe 
is separated into the spiritual world 
and the secular world. All of li fe is 
focused on Jesus Christ. Good health , 
habits, inter-personal relationships, 
the acqui ring of new ski lls, and 
reading the Bible are important to 
God. Counselors can model and 
teach this principle in unique ways at 
camp (Luke 2:52). 

I11clusive Spirit . While society con
tinues to promote exclusiveness, "in
groups" and "prove yourself worthy" 

philosophies, Christian camping 
shines out like a beacon in its ability 
to promote an inclusive spirit. Coun
selors are able to wrap their arms 
around the unlovely and the lonely 
and say, "You're important to me ... 
and you're important to God. We 
love you! " A family spirit is crea tive
ly taught and felt because of the 
small-group cabin uni ts. Heavy com
petitive activities (one individual 
against another) are discarded for ac
tivities and events that foster group 
togetherness and adventure. A 
camper leaves camp at the end of the 
week feeling, 'Tm loved! " 

Imperative Distinctive. The all
encompassing reason for Christian 
camping, of course, is to teach God's 
Word. The value of teaching and 
demonstrating Bible principles with 
excellence will bring the most results 
in a person's life. While Christian 
camping may not be able to budget 
and staff for all activities one would 
want, it must be sure to maintain the 
priority of its reason for being: To 
teach God's Word and encourage in
dividuals to accept Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour and to grow in 
grace and fai th (II T imothy 2:15). 

Camp is not just for kids either! 
Most camps offer Family Camps, 
Senior Adult Camps, Singles Camps 
and Specialty Camps in which people 
are challenged in new areas of skill , 
such as rock-climbing, canoeing and 
backpacking. Each camp focus is 
Bible-centered with qualified lead
ers bringing life-changing truths in a 
unique "naturally supernatural" set
ting. 

As we consider the tremendous 
values of our camps, let us recommi t 
ourselves to supporting and en
couraging the many who give 
countless hours in accomplishing this 
ministry . 

Consider how yc.u can help in giv
ing your church and neighborhood 
children a Christian camping exper
ience. The time to promote and pray is 
now. Contact your Christ ian Educa
tion Board and determine what "our" 
church is doing to help kids live out a 
life-changing camp experience. LJ 
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California Churches Invite You to Worship 
on your way to the 41st Triennial Conference of North American Baptist Churches, Anaheim, CA. July 16-21. 1985 

Southern California Association Churches 
Bethel Baptist C hurch 
Rev. David Bolton, pastor 
310 S. Lemon St. 
Anaheim, CA 92805 
(714) 535-2550 
Su11day sc/100/ 9:30 a.111. 
Worship service 10:45 a.111. 
Eve11i11g service 6:00 µ.m. 

Fountain Valley Baptist C hurch 
Rev. Eugene Stroh, pastor 
10460 Slater Ave. 
Fountain Valley , CA 92708 
(714) 963-9708 
Sunday school 9:45 a.111. 
Worship service 10:55 a.m. 
Eveni11g service 6:00 µ.111. 

Corona Heights Baptist C hu rch 
Rev. Ronald Hartman, pastor 
930 E. Ontario Ave . 
Corona, CA 91720 
(714) 734-5560 
S1111day school 9:00 a.m. 
Worship service 10:15 a.m. 

Immanuel Bapt ist C hurch 
Rev . Helmut Masher. pastor 
136 E. Avenue 45 
Los Angeles, CA 90031 
(213) 754-3019 
Su11day school 
Worship service 

E11glis/1 
Ger111a11 

Eve11i11g service 

9:45 a.111. 

9:45 a.111. 
11:00 a.111. 

7: 00 µ.111. 

Sunk ist Baptist C hurch 
Dr. Adolph Braun, pastor 
701 S. Sunkist 
Anaheim, CA 92806 
(714) 635-3330 
Sunday school 9:30 a.111. 
Wors/1iµ service 8:00 & 10:45 a.111. 
Eve11ing service 6:00 µ.111. 

Mountain View Baptist Church 
Rev. Norris Helms, pastor 
5506 Riverside Dr. 
Chino , CA 91710-4301 
(714) 628-0434 
Su11day school 9:30 a.111. 
Worship service 10:30 a.111. 
Eve11i11g service 6:00 µ. 111. 

Northern California Association Churches 
Temple Bapt ist C hurch 
Dr. Ken neth Fischer. pastor 
75 N. Crescent Ave. 
Lodi, CA 95240 
(209) 369-1948 
S1111day school 9:45 a. 111. 
Worship service 8:00 & 11:00 a.111. 
Evening service 7:00 p.111. 

Willow Rancho Baptist Church 
Dr. Arthur Brust , pastor 
7238 Cromwell Way 
Sacramento, CA 95822 
(916) 428-2365 
S1111day school 
Wors/1iµ service 
Eve11i11g service 

9:30 a.111. 
10:55 a.111. 
6:00 µ. 111. 

Oa k Hills Ba ptist Ch urch 
Rev. Kent Carlson, pastor 
624 E. Bidwell St. 
Folsom, CA 95630 
(916) 985-0526 
Sumla.v sr/100/ 9:00 a.111. 
Worship seniice 10:30 a.111. 

Quail !dh i.ldpli'I ( hurth 
Rev . Fred Janl7. pastor 
1904 Quail Lakes Dr. 
Stockton, CA 95207 
<2091 OS J-7380 
S1111rlu,11 sdwol 
Wor~llll' c,et z.1 ice 
F1..1e t1111J{ sen1ire 

0:00 II . Ill. 

"·00 t• JO.JO 11.111. 

6:J0 JI . Ill 

J 6 BAPTIST HERALD 

Sierra College Blvd . Baptist C hurch 
Rev. Phyll up Putz, pasto r 
4800 Sierra College Blvd. 
Loomis, CA 95650 
(916) 652-7216 
S1111day school 9:30 a.111. 
Worship service 8:00 & 10:45 a. 111. 
Eveni11g 6:00 p.111. 

Sunrise Bapt ist C hurch 
Rev. Gene Kern, pastor 
8321 Greenback Lane 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628 
(916) 726-4642 
S1111day school 8:00, 9:30, & 11 :00 a.111. 
Worship service 8:00. 9:30. & 11:00 a.111. 
Eve11i11g service 6:00 µ.111. 

Gold Country Bapti~t C hurch 
Rev. Dale E. Cu nda ll , pas tor 
3800 N. Shing le Rd . 
Shing le Springs, CA 95682 
(916) 677-4122 
S1111day school 9:30 a.111. 
Worsliip sei-.1ice 11:00 a.111. 
Eve11i11g service 6:00 µ.111. 

Magnolia Bap ti ~ t Chu rch 
Rev. Michael Bradaric, pas to r 
720 S. Magnolia Ave. 
Anaheim, CA 92804 
(714) 827-0553 
S1111day school 9:15 a.111. 
Worship service 10:45 a.111. 
Eve11i11g sen1ice 6:00 µ.111. 

Harbor Trinit y Bapti~t C hurch 
Rev. Bruce Merrifield, pastor 
1230 Baker St . 
Costa Mesa , CA 92626 
(714) 556-7787 
S1111day school 9:15 a .111. 
Wors/1ip service 10:30 a.111. 
Eve11i11g service 6:00 p. 111. 

Milo Terrace Bapti~t C hurch 
Rev . Dona ld G. Wyatt , pastor 
754 North Ave. 50 
Los Angeles, CA 90042 
(213) 257-2211 
S1111day school 9:45 a. 111. 
Worship service 11:00 a.111. 
(E11glish & Spa11ish! 

First Bapt ist C hurch 
Rev . Merle E. Brenner. pastor 
9131 Locust St. 
Elk Grove, CA 95624 
(916) 685-4822 
S1111day school 
Worsl1ip service 
Eve11i11g service 

9:30 & 11 :00 a.111. 
9:30 & 11 :00 a.111. 
6:00 p.111. 

Bernal Road Bapti ~l C hu rc h 
Rev. Jo hn Eccles, pastor 
160 Bernal Rd. 
San Jose, C A 95119 
(408) 226-4534 
S1111day school 
Worship service 
Eve11i11g service 

.9:45 a.111. 
11 :0011.111. 
6:30 p.111. 

First Bapt ist C hurch 
Rev. Wal ter D ingfield. pastor 
19 S. Cent ral Ave. 
Lod i, C A 95240 
(209) 368-1805 
S1111day school 
Worship service 
Eve11i11g sen1ice 

9:30 a.111. 
10:./5 n. 111 . 
6:00 p.111. 



Executive 
Director's 
Message 

John Binder, 
executive director 

Area 
Ministries 
Department 

Wiiiis Potratz, 
area ministries director/ 
associate executive director, 
Illinois area minister 

The purpose of the North American Baptist Conference is to glorify God and 
advance his Kingdom through the cooperative ministries and fellowship of 
Conference churches. 

I am deeply grateful for the privilege of being a part of "the people of God .. 
and, more specifically. the North American Baptist Conference family. 

This family provides a rich Christian heritage, a cooperative organization for 
teaching the Word of God and evangelizing the world, and a support system 
for spiritual growth and service. 

The Apostle Peter states it best: "You are a chosen people. a royal priest
hood ... a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darlmess into his wonde1ful light. Once you were not a 
people. but now you are the people of God ..... (1 Peter 2:9-10). 

We are a people of hope because we have a message of hope to declare. 
Togethe1: we experienced this message of hope and declared it to thousands 
during this last year, 1984. This annual report shows some of the 
accomplishments. 

God has honored our prayers, our witness. our service. and our gifts with 
his blessings. 1984 was a record year for starting new churcbes. increasing 
the number of missionaries, training persons for ministry. and giving almost 
six million dollars for our cooperative ministries beyond our local churches. 

I am deeply grateful for your participation in these ministries. Thank you! 
This year, 1985, also has some unique opportunities and challenges to 

declare that message of hope. If we really believe in our mission and goals. 
then we need to do our very best to achieve them. God has entrusted a 
specific responsibility to each of us. and we can experience much joy in filling 

thatrole ~Bi~~' 

T he words of Charles Dickens can be ap
plied to almost any point in time and to 

nearly every location: "It was the best of times. it 
was the worst of times. it was the age of wisdom. it 
was the age of foolishness. it was the epoch of 
belief. it was the epoch of incredulity. · 

We dare not tum away from needs. They are 
guideposts along the way within which the church 
serves. Paul had the right view: · .... I will tarry in 
Ephesus until Pentecost. For a great and efiective 
door has opened to me. and there are many ad
versaries." II Corinthians 16:8.9 NKJl. A self-cen
tered view sees problems. A service-centered view 
sees opportunities to bring the message of the 
Christian faith centered in the death and resurrec
tion of Jesus Christ. It is this that can meet the 
needs and solve the problems people face. 

The key people in meeting needs are the pas tors of 
churches. The Area Minis ters seek to support our 
pastors. They provide objective insights and assis
tance to churches. direction to our Associations. 
and a local church voice to our entire Conference. 

ludo• Faszer 
Alllefl a A1 ea 

AltJerra An om11on 

[dmond Hohn Wiimer Quiring 
Eas lem A1 ea AUant1t and 

fas1ern Assom11Dm 

Siegfried Schusler 
Man11obalSaska1che wa n 
Area M11n1loba and Su· 
U!che wan Assoc1at1ons 

Chutes li llmu 
Horth Cen11a1 A1ea Cen11al 

Oalo la·Monu na rlor1hern 
Oakola and Soulh Oa•o1a 
Wyomi ng Auoc1a1t ons 

Wiiiiam h fl 
Gree! lakes Area 
G1e11 Lak es Assoc1ar1on 

Roy Seibel 
Uppe1 Midwes t Area Iowa 
Mmneso1a LaCrosse and 

Wisconsin Auoc1a11 ons 

LeRoy Schner 
\'/eslern Are1 Cent ral 
Pac1hc rl orlhefn Cahlornia 
Pac1hc r1011hwes1 and 

Sou1r1e1n Cahlorn1a Assoc1a 
11ons 

Mil ton W. l eeb 
South Cenual Area 
Soulhern and Sou1t1wes1e1n 
Assom uons 

I n many ways. 1984 was a "banner year· . 
Despite budget restraints .we started eight 

new churches throughout Canada and the United 
States . Characte ris tics of the church planter were 
identiued. resulting in a new approach to interview
ing and selecting planters. In addition. a newly 
revised Church Planting 1'.lanual was developed 
and is scheduled for completion in mid-1985. 

Prefaced by exceptional training and guidance 
by the Ins titute fo r American Church Growth. a 
Conference-wide growth strategy was developed. 
It is designed for all churches and gives spe
cial cons ideration to those that have plateaued o r 
a re declining. 

Subs tantia l undings emphasizing education and 
on-s ite ass is tance for new and experienced urban/ 
ethnic workers emerged from a three-year Urban/ 
Ethnic Task Force. These will provide important 
di rection as we assist our urban churches that 
are in transition and that a re responding to the 
"miss ion uelds " at their doorsteps. 

\Vomc11 's \Voril - Mi11isrry or Misery by Elenor Kem 
was published by the Women's Miss ionary Fellow
ship. It provides guidelines. ideas. and inspiration 
for any \V.M.F. group. 

Growth occurred in our Spanish-American 
ministry in Texas a nd Colorado in 1984. Many 
made decisions for Christ in the Rio Grande Valley. 

I n 1984. seventy career missionaries. nine
teen short- term miss ionaries and six mis

sionaries on loan served in Brazil. Cameroon . Japan 
and Nigeria. Eighteen of these missionaries were 
new appointees. 

In Brazil. Rio Grande do Sul Seminary gradu
ated its first g roup of five. A new mission station 
was opened in Torres by the Rev. and Mrs. Ken 
Bayer. 

Cameroon Baptis t Theologica l Seminary in 
Cameroon s ta rted a B.Th. !Bachelor of Theology) 
Program with a n enrollment of 19. Three main 
medical instirutions appointed Cameroonian chief 
administrato rs a llowing miss ionaries to do other 
min istry. T heologica l Education by Extension 
ITEEl increased by 72 percent in attendance. 

T he investments made by the people of our 
North American Baptist Conference in 

C.E.l.F.'s DOUBLE DIVIDEND ministry in 1984 
helped nine congregations finance their land pur
chases or cons truct thei r church build ings. Eight 
of these loans were made to church extens io n 
churches. These churches present the Gospel with 

CANADA 

198-1 1983 

$3.020.699 $2.760.91 0 Assets 

263.1-17 232.-150 Interest pa id 

Texas. A revived ministry took place in Del Norte. 
Colorado. with the eUective work of the newly 
appointed pastor. the Rev. Cal Kroeker. 

r\ s we continue these and other ministries in 
1985. we're conudent that God will give us many 
opportunities to continue our commitment in 
seeking growth and hea lth fo r his Kingdom here 
at home. 

SIX-YEAR MEMBERSHIP TRENDS 
61.000 ____________ _ 

60.000 ____ ____ ~ 

59.000 - -----4 
58.000 
57.000 • 

56.000 • 

SIX-YEAR BAPTISM TRENDS 
3.000 _____________ _ 

2.500 ____________ _ _ 

2.000 

The Higashi Muko Church in Japan went com
pletely oU mission support. The Tsu English Cen
ter had an enrollment increase o f 50 percent. A 
school for missionary children was started in 
Japan . 

N igeria had a record number of students com
plete a TEE training course. A Christian book
store was opened in Gembu. The Mambilla Bap
tist Convention established (ive new churches 
in Bali. 

Dr .Oryn Meinerts was appointed Interim Associ
ate D irector for Personnel and Promotion while 
home on study leave. The Rev. Fred Folkerts was 
appointed as Interim Associate Director . and Mr . 
Ron Salzman was appointed as Interim Missions 
Directo r . 

its message of hope in eight new areas of Canada 
and the United Stares. Thank you for your part in 
this vital ministry. 

C.E.1.F. urgently needs more investments to fi 
nance the construction of church fac ilities of new 
congregations in 1985. 

The year in brie f: 

UNITED STATES 

198-1 1983 

$8.670.-137 $8.1-16 .51 -1 

6 -1 1.759 523.08-1 

353.605 783. 1-17 N ew inves tment sales 87 1.29-1 1.655.178 

2.-107.3 19 2. 139.587 C.E.l.F. f\ lortgages 6.693. 1-1 -1 6 .200.88-1 

2.769.028 2.500.2-14 C.E.1.F. Investments 6.300.473 5.860.29-1 

-1.1 69 157.331 1 Re venues over expenses 17.399 173.7291 
!Expenses ewer revenues! 
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Karen Dlckau, 
assistant director of loans 



North 
• American 
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North 
American 
Baptist 
college and 
Divinity 
school 

J. Walter Goltz, president 

Development 
Department 

Connie Sallos, 
development director 

A t North American Bapti~ t Seminary .. we 
focused on the future during 1984. A hve

yea r . lo ng-ra nge plan and a long-term strategic 
plan were completed. As facul ty. s tudents. a_nd 
trustees interacted concerning the future of min
istry preparation. four clear lenses of theological 
education were developed at North American 
Baptist Seminary It is our des ire to see a s tudent 
experience spiritual fom1atio11 in the context o f a 
community of caring and growing believers. The 
curriculum is fuwre -oriemed and des igned to help 
the s tudent develop an appropriate biblical and 
theological ll'orldviem 

We rejo ice in having the Rev. Michael Hagan 
join our O ld Testament teaching stall. He is a for
mer N.A.B. Co nference pas tor who is currently 
finishing his doctorate at UCLA. 

All of our facul ty and adminis trato rs traveled 
widely doing ministry in churches. associations. 
a nd retreats. Currently the faculty has nine major 
writing projects in process. 

A total of 252 s tudents (180 full- time s tu
dents I were enrolled in various programs 

of s tudy a t North American Baptis t College and 
Divinity School. Edmo nton. AB. during the 1984 
fall semes tet Eighty-six percent of the s tudent 
body comes from Ca nada. thirteen percent from 
the U.S.A .. and one percent from o ther countries. 
Sixty-eight percent of the s tudent body come 
from North American Baptis t Conference churches. 

Miss Linda Ebel. dean of women. res igned ef-

Six-Year Enrollment S tatist ics 

Year 

1979-80 
1980-8 1 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 

Full
Time 

226 
244 
209 
173 
172 
147 

COLLEG E 

Part
Time 

16 
5 

32 
51 
42 
51 

Total 

242 
249 
24 1 
224 
214 
198 

I n 1984 the fo llowing publications were 
produced: Baptist Herald. "N.A.B. News.

Mome11ts ll'ith God. -update." "Stimulus." N.A.13. 
Directory. Association J?eporcs Booh and "Cha plains 
Newsletter. - Each publica tion told of vital minis
tries happening at home or overseas. reported the 
results of our cooperati ve el.fo rts. or gave vital in
formation about the North American Baptist family 
of believers. 

Eight multi-media productions were completed 
to help visualize various aspects of overseas mis
s ions. One multi-media gives an overview of the 
North American Baptist Conference. 

The story of North American Baptists was heard. 
and people responded by praying and giving gen-

THREE-YEAR CONFERENCE INCOME TRENDS 

1982 Contributions and Bequests 
$4.151.036 

Contri6utions and Bequests 
$4.755.702 

Publications Sales 
$274.792 

Inves tment Income 
$202.271 

Publications Sales 
$282.606 

Tha nks to the specia l sac rificial giving of our 
N. A. B. family in the Capital Funds Ca mpaign. we 
a re seeing o ur libra ry add ition progress da ily At 
the end of 1984. the project was nearly 75 percent 
complete and will be a va ilable fo r s tudent use in 
the fall of 1985. 

The current s tude nt body a nd the -18 g rad uates 
of 1984 join me in expressing appreciation fo r the 
prayer a nd fi nancial support consta ntly shared 
with us. 

Six-Year Enrollment Statis tics 
Tota l 

1979-80 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 

Full-time Part-time Enrollees· 

99 
10-l 
110 
89 
99 
95 

6 1 
23 
69 
82 
87 
67 

228 
254 
252 
2-19 
29 1 
267 

"To tal enrollees include .tudito rs and enrollees in non
credit classes. 

fective December 31. 1984. It is expected that this 
pos ition will be filled in the fall of 1985. Pro
fessor Willy Muller co ntinues co serve in Cameroon . 
West Africa. and D r. Edwin C. Kern is spe nding 
the 1984-85 school year in Japa n. 

A wider ra nge of trans fer a rra ngements with a 
num ber of universities a nd colleges in both Canada 
and the U.S. A. wi ll ma ke it possible fo r s tudents 
to spend two years at North America n Baptist 
College. a nd then trans fer to anothe r school o f 
their choos ing witho ut los ing c redits. 

DIVIN ITY SCHOOL 
Com bined 

To tal 
Students 

Full
Time 

23 
28 
29 
32 
33 

Part
Time 

0 
0 

15 
10 
21 

Tota l 

23 
28 
44 
42 
54 

242 
272 
269 
268 
256 
252 

erously Total contributions in 1984exceeded 1983 
contributions by $547.511 or 11.4 percent. Included 
in the tota l contributions was almos t o ne million 
dollars in cas h fo r Capital Funds. Praise God. and 
thank you. 

However. the main d iWcul ty we faced in 1984 is 
that the Conference basic budget was no t achieved. 
The bas ic budget funds overseas miss ion o ut
reach. home missions. church extension. evangel
is m. subsidies for o ur th ree educational institu
tions and area ministers. Unless we ac hieve the 
basic budget each yea r. we will find it d ifficult to 

advance the work of the Gospel as we feel we 
should be doing. 

Total 
$4.704.747 

O tner 
$80.101 

Tota l 
$5.328.467 

Total 
$5.95 1.81-1 

1 
l 

1984 MEMBERSHIP AND TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Number Local 
of Member· Church 

r~ am e ol Association Churches ship Oper. 

l ocal 
Church 

Bldg. 

Total 
l ocal 

Church 

Con I. Conf. 
Mission & Spec. 
Minislry Funds 

Cont. 
Capital 
Funds 

Cont. 
Ed. 

Inst. 

N.A.B. 
Assoc. 
Minist. 

ll.A.B. 
Related 
Minis!. 

Total 
for 

N.A.B. 

Aver.ige 
per 

Member 

Olher Total Average 
lhan All Per 

N.A.B. Purposes Member 

AlbWa 
Atlantic 

49 
14 
21 
29 

7,t9t s 4,029,540 966,657 s 5,016,397 665,766 $135,620 $135,671 $129,925 
2.526 

36,556 
29,Dll 

230,477 S 66,664 St.384,143 $192 
120 
167 
98 

231,786 s 6,632,326 $922 
1,489 619,236 248,574 667,612 84,437 24,309 24,600 16,799 25,653 176,524 21.158 1,067,494 717 

Blitish Columbia 4, 144 1,917,466 439.344 2,356,612 356.660 66.643 71,350 101,BBO 36.616 693,907 108,712 3,159,431 762 
Central Dakota/Montana 3,439 1.011,D99 353,593 1,364,692 172.712 39,982 25,617 45,422 23,656 336,400 30,720 1,731,812 5D3 

Central Pacific 
East em 
Greatlakes 
Illinois 

Iowa 
Manitoba 
Min nesola/laC rosse 
Northern California 

Northern Dakota 
Pacific Northwest 
Saskatchewan 
South Dakota/ Wyoming 

Southern 
Southern Calilomia 
Southwestern 
Wisconsin 

Miscellaneous 

Totals for 1984 

Totals for 1983 

Total Increase or (Decrease) 

% Increase or (Decrease) 

% of 1964 Total 

% of 1983 Total 

13 
25 
32 
17 

15 
16 
13 
10 

t6 
14 
13 
16 

13 
8 

27 
12 

373 

373 

2,319 
3,637 
7,61D 
2.547 

2,642 
2,541 
1,574 
5,381 

2.251 
2,067 
1,363 
2,479 

1,016 
1,566 
2.831 
2,459 

60,546 

60,464 

82 

856,776 
1,465,656 
3,269,427 

919.669 

735,978 
992, 162 
616,256 

2,631 ,097 

765.111 
7t6.B34 
65t,509 
674,046 

369,251 
903, 164 
906,73 1 
602,223 

24,675,459 

22,712,854 

1,962,605 

63 

62 

127,373 
243,615 
406,411 
146,444 

130,324 
201,41 6 
46,492 

709,075 

t66,222 
166,370 
178,053 
209,659 

61,D49 
113,0SD 
99,945 
68,552 

5,106,618 

5, 175,246 

(68,628) 

( 1) 

13 

14 

T o properly report 1984 financial results to 
you. I must paint three pictu res. 

Firs t. the overa ll picture is very positive. In 1984 
our people contri buted mo re than in any previous 
year . 5.8 millio n do llars-a new record! That in
cludes contributio ns toward our Capita l Funds 
Drive. a nd that's good news! 

The second pictu re is not so bright. 1984 con
tributions toward our operating o r committed 
budge t fe ll short by almost 300 thousand do llars. 
O ur budget was 4.3 million dollars. and contribu
tions were just a bit over four million dollars. \\le 
had to reduce funds for several important a reas o f 
ministry in order to avoid deficit spending. 

Picture three relates to our expenses. and here 
we have a mixed picture. positive in one sense. 

M embership in o ur N.A.B. Pens ion Program 
continues to grow. As of December 31. 

1984. the U.S. Pension Program had 286 members. 
and the Canadian Pension Progra m had !!6. 

Eighty-four percent of the U.S. pension mem
bers rolled over their accounts from Crown Life 
Insurance Com pa ny to Minneso ta lvlutua l Life. 
the insura nce carrier for the U.S. Pe nsio n Pro 
gram. Crown Life remains the carrier fo r the 
N.A. B. Canadian Pension Program. Earnings from 
both ins urance compa nies have again been above 
average. 

In 1984. IO people received Grant - in-Aid assis
tance totalling $15.-170. 

f\s has been the cus to m for the past several 
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but wi th some negative overtones. O ur expenses 
were very carefully controlled. We spent just under 
four million do lla rs of our 4.3 million do llar bud
get. and since our budget receipts were just a bit 
ove r four million dollars. we did end up in the 
black. That's good. But the negative side is that in 
order to do that. to reduce our expenses. we did 
have to reduce planned programs in many areas. 
That's not so good. So you see. here we have a 
mixed picture. 

\\/hat about the future? I'm optimis tic! Our total 
giving did reach a new high. That enables us to do 
many necessary things right now. It also develops 
a new foundation upon which we can build for 
the futu re. 

years. a special check was sent to pens ioners and 
widows of pens ioners from the Endowment Fund. 
A tota l amount of $32.100 was distr ibuted in 
December 1984. 

O n the fo llowing pages. the audited financ ial re
ports fo r the North American Baptis t Confe rence 
appc,u These s ta tements show that the Confer
ence had an excellent financial year. with revenue 
exceeding expense for all purposes by more than 
$650.000. 

The contribution income was great. All of the 
excess revenue over income docs represent the 
contribution to the Capital Funds Campaign which 
is being d isbursed in 1985 to fund Capital Funds 
Campaign projects. 
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BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1984 

ASSETS 

CASH 
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
I NVENTORIES 
INVESTMENTS 
INTERFUND ADVANCES 
INTEREST BEARING INTERFUND 

OBLIGATIONS 
DUE FROM AFFILIATES 
LAND, BUILDINGS, AND EQUIPMENT 
OTHER ASSETS 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
NOTES PAYABLE 
DEFERRED REVENUE - principally 

contribut i ons and bequests 
ANNU ITI ES PAYABLE 
INTERFUND OBLIGATIONS 
INTEREST BEARING INTERFUND 

OBLIGATIONS 
DUE TO AFFI LI ATES 
Total liabi l ities 
FUND BALANCES : 
Unrestricted 
Res tricted - Includes quasi -

endowment funds of $1,683,0ll 
Cumulative translation adjustmen t 
Total fund balances 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

2 

3 

4 
4 

4, 5 , 6 

6 

4 
4 

7 

$ 

CURRENT 
FUNDS 

63 , 026 
794 , 220 
91, 73 7 

1 , 211,433 

114, 1 73 

26 1 55 

$2,300 , 744 

$ 55 ' 877 
92, 000 

21 , 379 

21 ' 369 

152, 773 
146,954 
490 , 35~ 

l , 731 , 908 

78 , 484 
Uml.392 

~2 , JQO Z~'· 

PROPERTY 
FUNDS 

$1, 11 9, 971 

$1, ll 9 , 971 

$ 19 , 635 

494 

294 , 555 
287,957 
b02 , b4l 

524 , 937 f7. 607) 
5 7, jj(j 

u.u2 . 271 

NONEXPENDABLE FUNDS 
ENDOWMENT ANNUITY 

$ 34,960 $ 21 , 210 

l , 579 ,037 770 , 346 
7,607 13 , 762 

179,107 1 54. 048 
108 , 521 

$1,909 , 232 $959 . 366 

$ 3,517 
42 , 830 

195,891 
320 , 429 

562 ,6i>7 

$1,991,045 400 , 281 
~81 , 813) r, -09,232 

p. 582) 
3 6,699 

~1.222,m ~959 , 366 

TOTAL 
ALL FUNDS 

$ 119 , 196 
794,220 
91, 737 

3,560 , 816 
* 

* 
108, 521 

l, 119, 971 
26 155 

$5 , 820 , §.16 

$ 59 . 394 
154,465 

217 , 764 
320 , 429 

* 

* 
434. 911 

l,186,963 

l, 731, 908 

2,916 , 263 
p4, 518) 

i'i, -33, 653 

~5,820,61 6 

*I nterfund borrowings el iminated in combination . See notes to the financial sta t emen t s . 

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT AND REVENUE, EXPENSES. CAPITAL ADDITIONS, 
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1984 

SUPPORT AND REVENUE: 
Contribut ions and bequests 
Publ ications sales 
Investment income 
Other 
Total support and revenue 

EXPENSES: 
Salaries and fri nge benefits 
Travel and moving 
F i e l d operating ove r seas 
North American Baptist College and 

Seminary 
Inte r est 
Cost of publication sales 
Office and occupancy 
Depreciation expense 
Other expenses 
Total expenses 
Excess (deficiency) of support and 

r evenue over expenses before 
capital additions 

CAPITAL ADDITIONS: 
Co nt ributions and bequests 
Adjustment of actuarial liabil i ty for 

an nui ties payab l e 
Other 
To t al capital addit i ons 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF SUPPORT AND REVENUE 
OVER EXPENSES AFTER CAPITAL ADDITIONS 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

TRANSFERS AMONG FUNDS 

CUMULATIVE TRANSLATION ADJUSTMENT 

FUND BALANCES /IT END OF YEAR 

See notes to financial s tatement s . 

8 

7 

EXPENDABLE 
FUND 

CURRENT 

$5 , 251, 254 
281,1 59 
200,51 9 
218 ,882 

5,951, 814 

2,615, 403 
492 , 517 
414 , 089 

626 , 952 

PROPERTY 
FUNDS 

27,027 $ 66 , 981 
290 ,808 
169, 718 

67,309 
509, 524 -~~~ s. 146, 038 134,290 

805 , 776 (134 , 290) 

NONEXPENDABLE FUNDS 
ENDOWMENT ANNUITY 

TOTAL 
ALL FUNDS 

$5 , 251, 254 
281 , 15 9 
200 , 51 9 
218 , 882 

5,951 ,81 4 

2 , 615,403 
492,517 
414 , 089 

626,952 
94,008 

290,808 
$ 2 , 891 172 ,609 

67 , 309 
---- --~...:9~6 509 ,620 

2,987 5 , 283 , 31 5 

$ 6,534 
6 , 534 

( 2 , 987) 668 499 

69,200 

4, 700 
(14 , 288) 

59,i>l2 

69,200 

4 . 700 r. 754) 
b 146 

80 5, 776 

1 , 095,341 

( 169 , 209) 

(134,290) 6,534 56 ,6 25 

352 , 749 

(9,093) 

734,645 

3,913,5 26 530 , 877 1,934, 559 

1 28 , 350 49,952 

78 484 (7 , 607) (81 , 813) (3 , 582) (14,518) 

11.,810 , 392 $ 51 7, 330 $11909 , 232 $396,699 $4 . 633 ,65 3 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1984 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGN IFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
Corporate S tructure a nd Organization- North American Baptists. 
Inc. !NAB. Inc. I is the o p e rating corporation of the North American Baptist 
Conference fthe ·conference·!. the constituency of which consists of all 
Baptist churches belonging to rhe several local associations of the Con
ference.NA B. Inc. is incorporated as a nor-for-profit o rganization in both 
the U.S. and Canada fo r c ha ritable. benevolent.and educational purposes 

in connection with rhe support and furthe ra nce of the member c hurches. 

The North American Baptist Conference also controls rwo aHiliared not
fo r-profir o rganizations. Church Extension Investors Fund. Inc. (C EIF. 
Inc. I. and Churc h Extension Investors Fund. Ltd. (CEIF. Ltd. I. for the pur
pose of ass isting m e mber c hurches in obtaining financing for new churc hes 
and church extension and expansion work in rhe United S tates and 

Canada. respectively. 

The accompanying financial s raremenrs do nor include rhe member 

churches nor these two aHiliares. 

Bas is of Accounting and Fund Accounting -The books and accounts 
of NAB. Inc. a re maintained on the accrual method o f accounting whic h 
gives r ecognition to income and rela ted assets when earned and expenses 

and related liabilities when incurred. 

To ensure observation of limitations a nd restrictions placed on the use of 
the resources available to NAB. Inc .. rhe accompanying financial state
ments have been prepared and maintained in accordance with rhe princi
p les of fund accounting. This is the procedure by whic h resources for 
various purposes are classified for accounting a nd reporting purposes 
into funds established according to their nature and purposes. Separate 
accounts a re maintained for each fund: however. in the accompanying 
financial statements. fu nds rhat have similar characteristics have been 
combined into fund groups. A ccordingly. all financ ial transactions a re 
reported by fund groups. The assets. liabilities. a nd fund balances of NAB. 
Inc. a rc reported in three self-balanc ing fund groups as follows: 

• C urrent fu nds whic h include funds tha t a re available for support of 
NAB. Inc. oper~tions. Such fu nds may be d esignated by action of the 
governing b oard and set aside for a speci(ic purpose or they may b e left 

undes ignared . 

•Property funds. whic h include resources restricted for headquarters 

property. 

• Nonex"Penda ble funds. which include the following restricted resources: 
• Endowm ent funds. that are subject to restric tio n of a g1fr ins tru

ment requiring rhat the principal be invested and the income only b e 
used: quasi-endowment funds that are gifts designated by NAB. Inc. 

to be treated as endowm ent funds. 
• Annuity funds that are s ubject to agreements whereby m o nies o r 

othe r property.are made available to N AB. Inc. on the condition that 
NA B. Inc. bind itself to pay to the donor or other designated persona 

· · f · 'f' d · the agreement r\ t st1pula red amount for a penod o nme spec1 1e m , · 
December 31. 1984. NA B. Inc. held 5293.898 in unitrust assets for 
o uts ide beneficia ries. Annuity investments a re shown net of s uch 

amo unts. 

Invento ries - Inventories of books and m ercha ndise are s tated at the 

lowe r of firs t-in. first-out cost or market. 

In vestme n ts -The investments a re represented by sa vings deposits and 
Certif.icatcs . repurchase agreements. real estate mortgages'. bonds. common 
Stocks a nd remainder interes ts in trusts. Purchased 111vestm e nts are 
Sta ted a t cos t: investments received as gifts are recorded a t market value 

at date o f gift. 

P roperty- Land. buildings. and equipmeminc luded in the Property fu nds 
arc stated a t cos t anc..1 depreciation on buildmgs and equipment is pro
vided over the e s timated useful lives o f the respecuvc assets on a s t ra1ght

line basis. 

2· ACCOUNTS RECEIVABL E 
Included in accounts receivable is $676.-100 of cash contributio ns re
ceived by mem ber churc h es prio r to Decembe r 3 1. 198..J not received by 

NAB. Inc . u ntil after December 31. 1984. All such contributions were re
ceived by NAB. Inc. by January 21. 1985. 

3. I NVESTMENTS 
The composition. carrying value. and q uoted market value of the various 
types of investments at December 31. 1984 is summarized as follows: 

Quoted ... Denomination ... 

Carr ying Market U.S. Canadia n 

Description Value Value Funds F unds 

Savings accounts 
and deposit 
certificates 51.260.9 14 51.260.91 4 51.664.353 

Money market 202.426 202.426 5 202.426 

Government 
obligations 91.114 83.480 53.234 50.000 

Stocks and bonds 38 1.223 320.238 323.679 75.955 

Real estate mort-
gages (Note 9 l 1.049.177 6 10.722 578.7-14 

Rea l estate held 
for sale 135.514 135.514 

Unitrust assets 
(primarily real 
estate and 
debentures I 232.1 64 237.823 224.393 10.257 

Remainder interests 
in estates 199.255 199.255 

Insurance policies 9.029 9.029 

Total $3.560.8 16 Sl.758.252 $2.379.309 

O f the53.560.816 investments at D ecember 31.1984. 52.145.703 is invested 
in the NAB. Inc. investment pool. The average annual yield of the in
ves tment pool was 7.35% for the year ended December 31. 198-1. 

4. I NTERFUND AND AFFILIATE OBLIGATIONS 
lnte rfund and affiliate obligations a re s umma rized below: 

Interest bearing interfund 
obligatio n s: 

Note payable by Property Fund. 
payable in monthly ins tall
ments of S-167 including in
terest. 8%. collateral ized 

0~~ '!'\'\ '-,... '!'\'\ 0 

~ .... "'°"' ., "' ., .... 
Q- .,,.. Q- ~ 

by p rinte r . . . . . . . . . . . . s .J . .J.J.J 

Note payable by Property Fund. 
no repayment term s. in
teres t rate equal to return 
of investment pool. collater
alized by Conference oHice 
build ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106.'.160 
ore payable by C urrent Fund 
on demand. inte res t at the 90 
day U.S. Treasury bill 
rate. unsecured ... ... . ... .. . 

Note payable by Propem · 
Fund. payable in monthly in
s tallments of $1 00 p lus 
inte res t. 12% collateralized 
by van . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total interes t b earing 
interfund obligations 

D u e from a ffiliates Note pay-
able by CEIF. Inc. on 

J c maml. 6 3/..J '\' . . '' ..... . . . 

JAoU 

SI 1-1.173 

;-\11 

;-\ii 

~ti 

s 6.97 1 s -19 

160.693 1.187 

~ \0 

SI 7 <J . 1U~ $! 'i-1.ll-lt-\ 
= = 

s !llt;, '>21 ~ti 
= 



Du e to a ffiliates: 
Note payable to CEIF. Inc .. 

no repayment terms. no in-
terest charged . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sl-16.95.J 

Mortgage note payable to 
CEIF. Inc. secured by 
Conference oilice building. 
11-112% interest. annual 
payment of $30.000. d ivided 
between CEIF. Ltd. and CEIF. 
Inc .. proportionally. . . . . . . . . . $200.000 

Mortgage note payable to CE!F. 
Ltd. secured by Conference 
oHice building. 11-1/ 2% interest. 
annual payment of $30.000. 
divided between CEIF. Ltd. 
a nd CEIF. Inc .. 
proportionally. . . . . . . 87.957 

Total due to a ffilia tes $146.954 $287.957 Nil Nil 

5. PROPERTY AND ACCUMULATED DEPRECIATION 
Property and accumulated depreciation at December 31. 1984 are as 
follows: 

Land .... .. .. .. .. . . . . s 
Building . . . . . . . . . . , .. . .... . .. . . .. . . . . 
Office equipment . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . ... . 
Computer equipment . .. .. . . . ... . . . ... • .. .. . .... . . 
Automobile .. . ........ . ... . • .... ... . ... . .... . .. . . . 

To tal . ... .. . 
Less accumulated deprecia tion . . .. . . . . ... .. . . .. .. . 

205.000 
906.223 
199.532 
190.523 

9.150 

1.510.428 
390.457 

N et . ... .. . . . .. . . ... . .. . . . .. .... . . ... . . .. . . . . .. . .. Sl.119.971 

6. NOTES PAYABLE 
Notes paya ble at December 31. 1984 a re as follows: 

Current funds !all unsecured !: 
12% note payable on demand to a member church 
7% notes payable on demand to individuals . . . .. . 

To tal current funds no tes . . . . . . . ... .. . . . . . .. . . 

Property funds: 
J2Ch note payable to a U.S. corporation in 16 mo nthly 
installme nts o f Sl.41 6 including interest The note 

s 41.000 
5 1.000 

92.000 

is secured by computer equipment . . . . . . . . . 19.635 

Annuity funds: 
6.Y.\' mortgage no te payable to an individual in 
yearly ins tallments of 55.000 including interest 
until paid. The no te is secured by real es tate . . . . 42.830 

Total . . . . . . . . . . 5154.465 

.\1aturities of notes payable during the nex t five years are as follows: on de
mand 592.000. 1985 $16.325. 1986 - S?.886. maturing alter 1986 -S38.254. 

7. FOREIGN CURRENCY TRA NSLATION 
All assets and liabilities of operations o utside the United States a rc trans
lated into U.S. dollars at exchange rates in effect at the end of the period. 
Cains or losses on such translation are reflected as cumulative translation 
adjustments in Fund Balance. Revenue and expense accounts are trans
lated into U.S. dollars at average rates of exchange in effect each month. 

8. PENSION PLAN 
The North American Baptist Conference maintains a pens io n plan cover
ing eligible employees of the cooperating o rganizations of the Confer
ence. including ministers a nd missionaries employed on a full - time bas is 
by the cons tituent churches or who a re serving indirectly the interest of 
the Conference. as approved by the General Council of the North American 
Baptist Conference. 
This plan is a tax deferred annuity which. s ince 1979. has been admin
is tered by a li fe insurance company. Under this pla n. NAB. Inc. makes an 
annual contribution of $150 to the account of each employee meeting 
minimum contribution requirements. Employee contributions a re dis
cretionary and subject to a maximum contri bution based on years of serv
ice a nd salary. 
Other expense for 1984 includes $52.628 for payments made to the life 
insura nce company by the Curre nt funds. 

9. RELATED PARTY TRANSAC TIONS 
ApproximatelyS302.358 of the Sl.049.177 rea l estate mo rtgages incl uded 
in investments at December 31. 1984 !Note 3 1. is receivable fro m em
ployees of NAB. Inc.S uch mortgages have interest rates which are 112% to 
1% below prevailing market rates at the date of the loan and a re generally 
made as a fringe benefit to the employee. The majority of the remaining 
mortgages are receivable from the North American Baptis t College. a 
coll ege operated by the Conference. o r its employees. 

AUDITORS" OPINION 

North American Baptis ts. Inc.: 

\Ve have examined the balance sheet of No rth American Baptists . Inc. 
as of December 31.1984 and the related s tatement of suppo rt a nd revenue. 
expens es. capital additions. and changes in fund ba lances fo r the year then 
ended. O ur examination was made in accordance with generallyaccepted 
auditing s tandards and. accordingly. included suc h tes ts o f the accounting 
records and such other auditing procedures as we cons idered necessa ry 
in the circumstances. 

In our opinio n. the accompanying financial s tatements present fairly 
the financial pos itio n of N orth America n Baptists . Inc. at December 31. 
1984 and the s upport a nd revenue. expenses . capita l additions . and 
changes in fund balances for the yea r then ended. in acco rdance \\'ith 
generally accepted accounting principles applied o n a bas is cons istent 
with that o f the preceding year. 

Chicago 
March 28, 1985 

North AmerKan Baptisl Conference . Oakbrook Terrace . Illinois 

Pr1n1 cu 11 L. 3 /, 

maccabee's musings-~ 

O ne of the cleverest ideas I've seen in a long time is 
explained by Doug Adams in the satirical science . 

fiction work, Life, the Universe, and Everything. 
Adams describes a way of making things invisible. In
stead of actually making them disappear, which re
quires extremely complex technology and gigantic 
energy forces, you simply envelop them in an "SEP" 
field. SEP stands for "Somebody Else's Problem." 

Due to the natural tendency of the brain to view 
anything unattractive or uncomfortable or difficult to 
understand as somebody else's problem, an SEP field 
generator can run for a hundred years on the power of a 
small flashlight battery. The SEP field generator simply 
tricks the brain into thinking that whatever it is you 
want to be invisible is one of those Somebody Else's 
Problems. Once this is accomplished, no one will see it, 
even when they walk right into it. 

SEP field generators are, of course, imaginary. Unfor
tunately, Somebody Else's Problems are not imaginary. 
We see them-or I should say, don't see them-all of the 
time. 

God does not intend us to be crushed 
by the weight of responsibility for all 

the problems of the world. 

SEPs are not a new phenomenon. When Jesus told the 
parable of the Good Samaritan, wasn't the man beset by 
thieves essentially an SEP for the priest and the Levite7 
Yes, they saw with their eyes, but their brains inter
preted the information as somebody else's problem, and 
they passed by on the other side. Much has been made 
of trying to discern the motives of those two who passed 
by. Many have wondered if they were troubled with 
guilt. The marvelous thing about an SEP is that you 
never have to feel guilty about seeing it (or not seeing 
it ); somebody else will surely take care of it. After all, 
it's their problem, isn't it? 

Many people mainta in a false happiness by simply 
believing that anything that isn't SEP is JAW (Just Ab
solutely Wonderful). Belief that things are JAW can on
ly be sustained if you do not look at them closely or for 
very long. If you do subject them to scrutiny, you will 
inevitably discover that they are not Just Absolutely 
Wonderful. At that moment, they will disappear. They 
will become Somebody Else's Problem. 

People who look a t things as either SEP or JAW even
tually find that life does not offer them much at which 
to look. Fortunately, the mo_dern world has provided an 
answer for their dilemma. It's called Television . 

The Christian does not have the option of viewing the 
world as SEP or JAW. We are to look at the world with 
the eyes of Jesus. But God does not intend us to be 
crushed by the weight of responsibili ty for all the 
problems of the world. He only asks us to see and deal 
with the problem tha t is at hand. He asks us to say to 
ourselves what the Good Samaritan said when he saw 
the man lying broken in the ditch: 'That man is my 
neighbor; that man is my problem." 

new day--------i 

I t was a beautiful night as "New Day" drove from 
Sacramento to Danville, California, for a new week of 

service. As we approached the halfway mark of our 
journey, about one hour away from our destination, it 
happened: a curious knocking sound. The next thing we 
knew, both of our dual tires passed us on the freeway. 
With the van tilting to one side, we rode on the rim at 65 
mph. Randy, our driver, skillfully manuevered the van 
to a standstill at the side of the road. 

We were all quite shocked as we sat in that van for the 
next two hours. Three of our men walked to the nearest 
phone booth to call the N.A.B. church in Danville and 
then the one in Sacramento where our discipling section 
was. 

While we waited for the three to return, we talked of 
similar incidents that had happened to us in the past. In 
essence, we wasted the time we should have given to 
God. We had no idea what was in store for us-it was 
late, and it was dark. As_cars passed us on the freeway, 
we felt the van rock from side to side. The stories we 
shared with each other only increased our nervousness. 

Finally, as a group, we decided to give this situation 
to God. We sat in a circle, held hands, and prayed to the 
One who was taking care of us the whole time. Things 
could have been worse; someone could have been hurt. 
We thanked God for safety thus far and asked for the 
faith we needed a t that moment to help us grow. 

The story ends happily . We were rescued and arrived 
at the church in Danville at 1:30 a.m., tired but happy . 
We would have preferred that the tires would have 
stayed on our van, but through this incident, my faith 
was strengthened. All of us realized more than ever how 
we need to give over every situation, no matter how 
small it may seem at the time, to God. He'll take care of 
it ... and us . 

"And Jesus said to them , 'Have fa ith in God. Th ere
fore I say to you , all things for which you pray and 
ask, believe that you lwve received them , and they 
sha/l be granted you' " (Mark 11:22, 24). 

- Susan Zenky 
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• . for the Potter's use • • 
by Iona Quiring, WMF president, Rogers, MN 

Lord, it's true. We get too quick old and too late smart. Like T imothy, I've known the Scriptures since I was a child, 
and they ~ave given me wisdom leading to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. But now I'm already past middle age 
(unless I live to be over a hundred years old), and there is still so much that I need to learn. 

Heavenly Father, please "teach me to number my days aright, that I may gain a heart of wisdom" (Psalm 90:12). 
I want to learn 

• to be content, whatever my situation; 
• to meditate on you, on your Word, to understand the Scriptures; 
• to relax; 
• to manage my time wisely; 
• to be discriminating in what I watch on TV, what I read, what I listen to; 
• to recognize false teaching; 
• to notice and appreciate people just as they are, the way you do; 
• to love my fe llow believers, deferring to them in honor and respect; 
• to hold my tongue; 
• to be a good listener; 
• to think clearly, to make right decisions; 
• to resist Satan's advances before he gets his foot in the door; 
• to know what is important and what is merely urgent, and to act accordingly; 
• to be thankful in everything; 
• to call sin "sin" in my life, to confess and forsake it; 
• to be prompt and not to procrastinate (still a besetting sin); 
• to be a dependable and loyal fo llower, and a creative leader; 
• to be disciplined in work habits, in d iet and exercise, in finances, in Bible study and prayer; 
Lord, use me . .. to learn your ways . 

1985 Triennial 
Conference Highlights 
by An na W. Bailey, Fountain Valley, 
and M urya l Braun, Anaheim, Cali fo rnia 

There is an air of expectancy in our 
Southern California churches as 
our members look forward with 
keen anticipation to hosting the 
4lst Triennial Conference of North 
American Baptist Churches to be 
held July 16-21 at the Anaheim 
Convention Center. 

Keep in mind the theme for the 
Conference: "A People of Hope for 
a World in Despair. " That is what 
each of us is, a person of hope, as 
we separately make our way from 
here, there, and everywhere to 
meet in the Convention Center. As 
this body of Christians meets 
together to praise God, our 
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presence will be a witness of our 
testimony. 

Because we have a comparative
ly small association, a large 
percentage of our people are in
volved in the preparations. Some 
have worked on table and other 
decorations. Others wi ll be on 
duty at the registration desks to 
greet you upon your arrival and, 
hopefully, whisk you through the 
process in record time. Of course, 
many will enjoy caring for your lit
tle ones in the nurseries and 
children's groups. We are also 
grateful for our sisters in our 
Northern California Association 

who have given generously to help 
with the financial aspect of the 
preparations and who have agreed 
to help staff our prayer room at the 
Conference. 

The days in Orange County 
won't all be full of meeting and 
eating . Take time to enjoy the at
tractions of the area: Disneyland, 
Knott's Berry Farm and, further 
afield, the Mission at Capistrano 
or renowned Laguna Beach . This 
may be the time you regret 
deciding against packing that 
swimming su it o r that 
disreputable-looking pair of walk
ing shoes. 

We hope many of you will be 
our guests as we enjoy rich 
fellowsh ip with friends and ac
quaintances of like precious fait h 
in God's Word and as we are 
challenged to carry our message of 
hope of life through Christ to our 
world in despair . 

Love Them 
For Me, Laura 

In his recently-published book, 
Love Them for Me, Laura, Edward 
D . Hughes, pastor of Grant Park 
Baptist Church in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, recounts the story of 
one of "our own," Missionary 
Laura Edna Reddig. Beginning 
with an account of her home life 
and background, he takes us 
through the early years of Laura's 
mission experience, her personal 
trials through the time of World 
War II, her trips to North America 
to recruit new missionaries, and 
through the various stages of her 
mission work in Cameroon, West 
Africa. 

An extra benefit of Love Them 
for Me, Laura is that it is not only 
the story of Laura Reddig, but also 
the story of mission growth in 
Cameroon. Although Ed Hughes 
states that "the book is a human in
terest account rather than a com
plete history," I enjoyed following 
the development of the N.A.B. 
work in Cameroon, a tale sprin
kled with familiar names such as 
Gebauer, Dunge r, Michelson, 
Schneider, and so many more. It 
gave me an insight into the dif
ficulties of the pioneer work, and a 
renewed sense of gratitude for that 
work, which paved the way for 
those who are there now. It was in
teresting to read of Laura's work as 
a teacher, an administrator, a 
bui lder, a diplomat-all of the 
varied tasks she and others had to 
fulfill in addition to their regular 
"assigned" duties. 

I was especially interested in the 
beginnings of the leprosy work and 
the events and experiences which 
led to the establishment of New 
Hope Settlement. The account of 
how Laura herself had to come to 
terms with God's will for her in 
this ministry was moving. At this 
point , the book contains a record 
of a tribute paid to Laura by Paul 
Gebauer in 1954: 

"Last month I went with her 
(Laura) twice to 'the little leper 

camp across from your Bamenda 
mission station.' She pulled teeth 
and toes, patches of skin and 
fragments of bones. She cleaned 
ulcers, and she poked cheerfully 
into legs and arms to test the pro
gress of returning sensitivity. She 
worked all over these 120 men and 
women with uplifting remarks for 
every one of them. She kept on 
talking and jesting, pronouncing 
hope here and documenting pro
gress there. She had a grand time 
with them, and they with her. ... 
In order to render such services as 
she renders to these leprous pa
tients, one has to be filled with a 
compassion that has its source in 
God ." 

The book is well-written, an 
entertaining, sometimes amusing 
record of a missionary's life glean
ed from letters, journals, and other 
missionaries' memories. For in
stance, the author tells of a time 
when Laura was recovering from a 
heart attack, cared for by fellow 
missionary-nurse Minnie Kuhn. 
She finally recovered enough 
strength to brush her own teeth at 
the bathroom sink, but screeched 
at the sight of a viper darting up 
from the sink drain. "Minnie came 
running, saw the six-inch intruder 
and whacked it into eternity with a 
toilet brush.'' 

There is also vivid descrip
tion-Laura's care for a tiny 

premature baby, "Zippy," during 
the early years of her ministry and 
a retelling of the accident which 
resulted in terrible burns for Dr. 
Jerry Fluth . 

There are some abrupt and con
fusing transitions , perhaps 
necessary when you attempt to 
condense 40 years of missionary 
experience into 185 pages. But Ed 
Hughes paints a word-picture of a 
joyful, determined, dedicated 
livewire-in fact, of the Laura we 
know, who continues to be active 
in the promotion of missions and 
strong in her concern for "her peo
ple." 

This is the Laura who emerges in 
the pages of this book, and for this 
reason I am glad for Love T hem 
for Me, Laura. But I am also 
pleased that this record is available 
for those who have not yet met 
Laura, or who are new to our Con
ference circle. It is a good book to 
have in any church library and a 
good resource for W.M.F. groups, 
Sunday schools, children's pro
grams, or church missions commit
tees. The caption under the last 
picture in the book reads, "Now 
for the next 40 years. " We're look
ing forward to it, too l 

-reviewed by Sara Pasiciel 

(This book is available from Ed 
Hughes, 39 Valleyview Dr., W in
nipeg, Manitoba, R24 ORS for 
CA $8.00 or US $7.00) 

pictured I. to r.: Mrs. Margaret Hughes, 
Scotland (author's mother), Ed Hughes, 
Laura Reddig. 
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Leverette Sees Response 
to Evangelistic Crusades in Brazil 

The Rev. Jake Leverette and a team 
of four flew to Brazil at the invita

tion of North American Baptist Con
ference missionaries there to conduct 
evangelistic crusades. Leverette, 
senior pastor of Pineland Baptist 
Church, Burlington, ON, and the 
evangelist, was accompanied by the 
Rev. Barry Seifert, associate pastor, 
Park Meadows Baptist Church, 
Leth bridge, A B, who was in charge of 
visitation; Miss Brenda Arndt, Ed
monton, AB, who ministered to 
children; Miss Sarah Leverette, who 
ministered through music; and Mrs. 
Peggy Leverette, who assisted in 
visitation and spoke to seminary 
students concerning the role of 
pastors' wives. 

Their first s top was in 
Florianopolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil, 
where Missionaries Richard Kaiser 
and Ralph Nelson and their families 
serve. "In one service, we saw more 
than 50 respond to the Gospel 
message," says Jake Leverette. "In 
another service, three adults accepted 
the Lord, and a mini-revival broke 
out as others came in confession of 
sin and rededication of life." 

The team flew on to Porto Alegre, 
Rio Grande do Sul, where Missionary 
Richard Rabenhorst and family serve. 
A crusade was scheduled in Sao 
Leopoldo, a city of 135,000, where 
the Baptists are starting a new 

church. There the team prayed with 
the mayor, reviewed the troops at a 
military base and conducted a service 
fo r the soldiers, trained young peo
ple, did house-to-house visitation, 
and conducted evangelistic services in 
a gym. 

"In Sao Leopoldo, where there is 
no church, and the church extension 
pastor had only been there two 
months, eleven received the Lord," 
says Leverette. 

The team served in neighboring 
Baptist churches and conducted 
seminars at the Baptist Seminary in 
Porto Alegre. "Again , God blessed as 
souls were saved," reports Leveret te, 
"and we trust lives were changed ." 

"Our missionaries saw these results 
multiplied many times through their 
efforts," states Leve}ette. "We are 

An MK's View of Ministry 
In Braz i I by Marcus Rabenhorst 

A s an "MK" (missionary kid), who 
was born in Brazil, I find Por

tuguese is my "first" language. I t ry to 
keep up wi th my English as well. 
Some of the extra benefits of having 
missiona ry parents are lea rning 
another language, becoming ac
quainted with another culture, and 
meeting many different people. 
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O ne of the "blessings" which I en
joy is the privilege of having guests in 
our home. Our famil y lives in the 
mission house in Porto Alegre, Rio 
Grande do Sul, Brazil. Many times 
we have people stay wi th us: 
Brazi lian pastors and friends, and 
guests from the U.S.A., Canada, and 
other countries as well. 

very grateful fo r our missiona ries 
who serve the Lord in Brazi l. It is evi
dent that God is blessing their 
ministry a nd has given them a specia l 
relationship wi th the people of Brazil. 
They a re diligent in their ministry, 
faithfu l to their calling and commit
ted to the North American Baptist 
Conference. We were blessed in our 
association with the missionaries and 
grateful to be able to sha re w ith them 
in this important work . They have a 
grea t burden because of the limitation 
and restrictions imposed on them by 
too few missiona ries to do the job. 
We are the answer to that need as we 
give sacrificially that others may hea r 
of God's love and grace. Dare we 
through selfishness and an uncommit
ted life withhold the Gospel from 
those who are eager to hear?" D 

An evangelistic campaign was 
conducted in San Leopoldo, 
where a Baptist ch urch is being 
planted. The church extension 
pastor and his wife, the Rev. 
and Mrs. Joezer Lima de 
Aguiar (left ), were assisted in 
this ministry by an evangelistic 
team from North America : 
Barry Seifert , Brend a Arndt, 
Sarah , Jake and Peggy 
Leverette. 

Recently, 1 had a "super" ex
perience. An evangelistic team fro m 
Ontario and A lber ta, consisting of 
Pastor Jake and Peggy Leverette, 
their daughter Sara h, Pastor Barry 
Seifert, and Brenda Arndt , spent a 
week wi th us in our home. We had a 
great time together. 

They min istered ma in ly in the 

nearby ci ty o f Sao Leopo ldo; 
a l thoug~ they .also shared at the Bap
tist Seminary m Porto Alegre and in 
four churches. We praise God for the 
eleven individuals who made deci
sions for Christ. 

For many years, the Brazilian Bap
tists wanted to star t a church in the 
German ci ty of Sao Leopoldo. 
Recen tly, a Brazi lian Baptist mis
sionary, Pastor Joezer Aguiar, and 
his fam ily moved there to begin this 
church extension project. Pastor 
Leverette and his team participated in 
the first evangelistic crusade in Sao 
Leopoldo and shared the love of Jesus 
Christ by testimony , special music, 
puppet sto ries, and messages from 
God's Word. 

The three-day evangelistic crusade 
was a special blessing to me because I 
was able to participate with the team. 
All of their ministry was in English, 
so my fa ther, Richa rd Rabenhorst, 
my brother, Murrey, and I translated 
for them. Murrey also ran the 
overhead projector. My mom 
couldn't do much speaking because 
she still has problems with her jaw, 
but she prepared delicious meals for 
us. She and Melody , my sister, at-

Cameroon 
Missionaries 
Focus on Prayer 

~ .. 
--1 •• ~ ..t ·f~ 

"Seeking a Prayer Life" was the 
focus of North American Baptist 
Conference missionaries as they 
met together to close the year of 
1984. Missionaries working in 
Cameroon and Nigeria meet an
nually for this time of spiritual 
renewal, fellowship with God and 
co-workers, and much-needed 
relaxation . 

"It was a disappointment to find 
that o ur missionaries from Nigeria 
could not attend because of closed 
borders," says T helma Fischer of 
Lodi, CA, who with former mis
sionary, Esther Schu ltz, visited 
Cameroon and att ended the 
Cameroon M issiona ry Fellowship . 

G u est s p ea k e r s for the 

tended the meetings. 
My "special" job was to translate 

the puppet stories for Brenda. Her 
puppet friends, Bobby and Susie, told 
exciting stories. It was fun 
translating, and it was a special bless
ing to share God's love in this way. 

After the evening services, we 
traveled the forty-five minutes back 
to Porto Alegre, where we sat around 
the dining room table and shared the 
experiences of the day . During these 
times, we learned to know the team 
members and their desire to witness 

Fellowship were Dr. Steven 
Brachlow, professor , Eastern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, (PA) , 
and Dr. Marvin Faust, Christian 
psychiatrist and member of Grosse 
Pointe Baptist Church, Michigan. 

During the business sessions, 
considerable time was spent plan
ning for better ministry to those 
outside of Christ. The mission
aries' children had ~ special time of 
story-telling, recreation, and pic
nics. They prepared and presented 
a special program to the adults. 

Marcus 
Rabenhorst 
translates the 
story into Por
tuguese for Bob
by, the puppet, 
and Brenda 
Arndt. Richard 
Rabenhorst, 
Marcus' father, 
helps by holding 
the microphone. 

for Christ . When we said good by at 
the airport, it was as if we had known 
them for a long time. They had 
become part of our family. 

These are some of the special 
benefits of an MK's life, and I'm glad 
to be an MK! 

Editor's note: Beth Rabenhorst , 
Marcus' mom, flew back to Min
neapolis, Minnesota, on March 28, 
where she had successful surgery. 
Pray for her quick and full recovery . 
Plans were for her to return to Brazil 
the end of May. 

Following the banquet on New 
Year's Eve, the group shared 
unusual experiences in their lives 
and partook of the Lord's Supper . 
It was a time of praising and 
thanking God for his love and 
care. 

"Th . 't t C roon has been e v1s1 o ame cl 1 
an experience of a Jifetirneft~ t 
do not believe there are su f ~ci~n 
words to express the thr ill 0 ei~g 
. · the m1s
m Cameroon and seeing t s Mrs 
sion work firsthand," sta e · 
Fischer. 
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Pray for 
these Japanese 
by Florence Miller 

In Japan, it is difficult to get men to 
come to church, especially on Sun

day morning. Most men work late 
every night so they want to sleep in 
on Sunday morning. Others spend 
the day playing golf, tennis, or being 
involved in some other form of 
recreation. 

Three men are active in the Ikeda 
Christian Church, in addition to the 
p~stor. Four women and the pastor's 
wife are also active members, making 
a total of nine members. 

These three men are very devoted 
to Christ and the Church, where they 
s~c.r~f~cially carry out their respon
s1b1hties. Dr. Iida, a pediatrician in 
his late forties, is our key layman. 
Mr. Sato, a young teacher of hand
icapped children, is a Sunday school 
teacher, youth leader, and a junior 
deacon. Mr. Torii is a junior in col
lege, majoring in the Thai language. 
He teaches a junior high Bible class 
and is the church librarian. 

Men Enrolled in 
English Classes 

Quite a few men come to two 
English classes, which I teach, on 
Sunday evenings. One of the men 
who was recently married, has bee~ 
attending these classes for eight years. 
His attitude has changed through the 
yea.rs, for now he asks questions 
which seem to indicate that he is ac
cepting the Bible, at least as historical 
fact. Before, he often ridiculed it. 

Another attendee, a brilliant 
medical researcher, likes to make 
remarks that indicate his unbelief in 
the Bible. Another s tudent, a 
newspaper reporter, likes literature. 
Because of his work, he is widely read 
and possesses a vast range of 
knowledge . He, too , is a non
Christian, but recently his older 
brother was killed in an auto acci
dent. I sent him a sympathy card with 

Miss Florence Miller is a N .A.B. mis
sionary serving in Ikeda, Japan. 
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Florence Miller (left) teaches English conversation classes and English Bible 
classes as a means to introduce her students to Jesus Christ. 

some Bible verses. He told me that he 
has read this several times. His heart 
seems to have been made more tender 
and receptive through the death of his 
brother. 

Another student who is quite open 
to the Bible is a computer technician. 
A newcomer to the class is a guard 
and driver for a security company. 
He comes to the Bible hour only, as 
he cannot afford the tuition fee for 
the conversation class. Pastor Fujie 
recently gave the Bible lesson in 
Japanese, and he found it very in
teresting . 

Another student in my class is a 
senior in college, majoring in music. 
If he can get a scholarship, he plans to 
study in Australia next year. He has 

been coming to the church since he 
was in junior high. He has studied in 
the English Bible classes in the church 
and is serving faithfully as the church 
organist. He was baptized in January. 
The only girl in my class is a senior in 
college, majoring in English. Her 
mother comes to my Thursday 
women's class and shows much in
terest in the Bible. 

A family picnic was held in a park 
to become acquainted with the 
fami lies . The pastor and his family 
joined us. Pray with us that gradually 
we can interest the people in these Bi
ble classes and in the ch urch and 
eventually lead them to Christ. ' Your 
prayers a re needed and appre
ciated. D 

ABS Joins Bible Society 
Partners in Global Program 
to Bring World to the 
"Next Generation" 

NEW YORK, NY. The American 
Bible Society is joining with its 
partners in the United Bible 
Societies organization, which is at 
work in more than 180 lands, in 
what UBS terms a "major advance 
program aimed at the next genera
tion." The program is scheduled to 
begin in 1986. 

The goal is to reach all young 
people wi th the Scriptures, from 
pre-schoolers up to those entering 
adulthood. Churches and Chris
tian youth groups will be en
couraged to participate. 

The General Committee noted 
that children up to 14 years of age 
will continue to form more than 50 
percent of the world's population, 
which is expected to soar to 5.2 
billion by 1990. 

Baptists Make Converts 
in Bangladesh 

DHAKA, BANGLADESH. "Last 
year we had a total of 175 converts 
coming from other religions such 
as Hinduism and Islam ," writes 
Dennis Dilip Dat ta, gene ral 
secretary of the Bangladesh Baptist 
Fellowship. Datta reports that the 
Fe ll owship now has 2 ,267 
members in 49 churches. In addi
tion, there are 138 preaching sta
tions where worship services are 
held regularly. 

10 Churches Damaged 
in Chilean Earthquake 

SANTIAGO, CHILE. The March 3 
earthquake, which measured 7.4 
on the Richter scale, damaged 10 
Baptist churches as it struck on a 
Sunday evening while church ser
vices were being held. No wor
sh ipers were killed or seriously in-

ju red. 
The earthquake killed about 150 

people, caused about 2,000 injuries 
and left about 200,000 homeless. 
The hardest hit locations were San
t i ago, Vina de! Mar and 
Valparaiso. 

Bible Production Increases 
But Demand Keeps Growing 

WARSAW. The Polish Bible 
Society expects to publish a 
quarter-million Bibles and Scrip
ture portions during 1985, but 
even this number will not meet the 
constant demand. Interest is es
pecially great. among Roman Cath
olics in Poland according to Mrs. 
Barbara Enholc-Narzynska , direc
tor of the Polish Bible Society . 

This year the publication 
schedule includes 150,000 com
plete Bibles, 50,000 children's 
Bibles with full color illustrations, 
and 50,000 Scripture portions. 
Paper has been scarce in Poland 
for a number of years, but now its 
cost has gone up by 120 percent 
a lso in recent months. 

Hungarian Baptists Have 
Highest Number of Baptisms 
in Ten Years 

BUDAPEST. Hungarian Baptists 
had an extraordinarily high atten
dance at their annual conference 
the last week of March when 290 
out of 300 possible delegates and 
100 guests gathered at Budapest. 

The Rev. Janos Viczian, presi
dent of the Hungarian Baptists, em
phasized the call to evangelism. He 
also reported that there were 330 
baptisms during the last ten years. 
One church, with a previous mem
bership of 40, baptized 40 persons. 

The Hungarian Baptist Union in
cludes 200 churches and 220 mis
sions served by 95 pastors. During 
the past 20 years, 47 new church 
buildings have been dedicated . 

Eight churches are under construc
tion with three of these to be 
dedicated in 1985. 

The Conference pledged to col
lect $240,000 during 1985-1987 for 
a new seminary building. This 
semester the seminary has 25 
students, with room to house only 
nine. The others have had to rent 
apartments outside the seminary. 
From a report by Knud Wumpel
mann 

Sanctuary Study Set by 
Baptist Committee 

WASHINGTON. At its annual 
meeting, the Baptist Joint Commit
tee on Public Affairs made a deci
sion that a special task force study 
the religious liberty implications of 
the Sanctuary Movement. 

The Sanctuary Movement is an 
effort to harbor refugees from Cen
tral America who have been 
declared illegal aliens by the U.S. 
Immigration and naturalization 
Service (INS). 

First Amendment questions re
volve around whether the govern
ment may determine the nature 
and mission of the church and 
whether government agents have 
the right to carry tape recorders in
to church services to gather evi
dence against possible "conspir
ators" who would shelter refugees . 

Baptists Surpass 
Mission Goal 

MADRID. (EBPS) With receipts of 
11.5 million pesatas, Baptists in 
Spain surpassed their 1984 fiscal 
year Cooperative Programme goal 
of 10 million. The Union's 60 con
gregations have contributed to 
their national missions work with 
a forty percent increase over the 
previous year. Special stewardship 
studies which took p lace last year 
helped make the increased giving a 
reality . 
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(Please limit reports to 100 words or 
less. All reports receiv ed by April 11 
appear in this issue.) 

youth 

WARREN, MI. Fifteen young peo
ple from North Pointe Baptist Church 
were among the 800 from Detroit area 
churches who attended a Dawson 
McAllister Conference March 1-2, 
1985. Paul Thomas is Minister of 
Youth . 

A Sunday School night was held at 
North Pointe under the direction of 
John West, superintendent. Many par
ticipated in the musical program. The 
teens class, with leaders Kim and Terry 
Calussi, displayed and expla ined their 
recently completed miniature taber
nacle. 

Each Sunday evening, a volunteer 
orchestra, led by David McKeith, 
choir director, enhances the service 
with music. The Rev. Gordon Thomas 
is senior pastor. (Virginia Thomas, 
reporter. ) 

church growth 

LEDUC, AB. T hree young people 
were welcomed into First Baptist 
Church by transfer of let ter . 

The W.M.F. presented its White 
Cross program and displayed White 
Cross articles . Special music was pro
vided by the Church orchestra, ladies' 
choir, and ladies' trio . The film, "A 
Journey to Mambilla," was shown. 

The World Day of Prayer was 
o bserved March 1, 1985, with several 
neighboring churches participating. 
Mrs . Sha ron Mayforth spoke on "Ye 
have no t because ye ask not." (Linda 
Fillenbuerg, reporter. ) 

ABERDEEN, SD. Twelve persons, 
including fi ve adults, three junior high 
students, and four ch ildren , were bap
tized at Calvary Baptist Chu rch, Feb . 
10, 1985. 

O ne other person was welcomed in
to membership via transfer o f le tter . A 
celebra tion and reception for the new 
members was held after the evening 
service. 
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GEORGE, IA. Thirteen people were 
baptized at First Baptist Church by the 
Rev . Helmut Strauss. Following the 
Sunday evening service, they were 
welcomed into the Church fellowship. 

January 27, 1985, a fa rewell service 
was held for the Rev. and Mrs. 
Strauss, Wendy and Randy. Gordon 
Stork, youth pastor, led the service 
wh ich included special music and gifts 
of appreciation . 

TURTLE LAKE, ND . 
Five people were baptized 
at Turtle Lake Baptist 
Church by the Rev. Dennis 
Goodin (p ictured ). The 
fo llowing Sunday, they and 
three other adults were 
received into membership. 
"We praise our Lord as peo
ple a re brought into our 
fe llowshi p, " says Dor is 
Lindteigen, reporter . 

Following the po t-luck 
dinner welcoming the new 
members, a short farewell 
program was held for Pas

" Friends a nd church members 
reminisced about the blessings, good 
times, and fe llowship of the Strauss's 
minist ry with us, states JoAnn 
Schneiderman . 

tor Goodin and his famil y. The Church presented them with a gift , and wished them God's 
blessing in their new mi nistry in Lorra ine, KS. 

KELOWNA, BC. Ten people were baptized and welco med into the fellowship of Grace 
Baptist Church , Feb. 13, 1985 . "The German and English-speaking congregations o f the 
Ch urch re joiced in this uplifting se rvice of bapt ism, " says Dorothea Fuhrmann , reporte r. 
Pastor LeRoy Moser (pictured at right) officiated . 

special events 

EDMONTON , AB. A commission
ing service for the Rev. and Mrs. Ter
rence Fossen, associate pastor, was 
held a t Central Baptist Church, March 
31, 1985. 

When members of the Church heard 
of the need at Mambilla Baptist 
Theological School in Nigeria due to 
the Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Strauss's nine
m on th f url o u g h, they v o ted 
unanimously to send the Fossens to 
serve as teachers there. "The Church 
will cont inue to keep them on sala ry 
and provide their t ravel costs so that 
there w ill be no expense to the Board of 
Missions, " says the Rev. Herman Effa , 
pasto r. 

Mr. Dale Patterson, graduate of the 
North American Bap tist College, has 
been added to the staff on an interim 
basis in the absence of Pastor Fossen . 

W INNIPEG, MB . At a well 
attended supper business meeting, 
Ma rch 23, 1985, members of Rowan
dale Bapt ist Church overwhelmingly 
accepted a proposal to begin building 
an educational unit. At a point during 
the discussions, the church moderator, 
Mr. R. Gerl, had a passage of scripture 
read from Exodus 35:20-35. As in the 
time of Moses, so need we be receptive 
to the "stirring of the heart." 

A sod-turn ing ceremony was held 
April 28, and a specia l fund-raising 
d rive coincided with an organ recital 
May 5. 

''The Church board continues to 
stress that giving for th is project 
sho uld be over and above the regular 
giv ing, so that the budget , including 
missions o fferings , can be met," 
report s Helga Kahler . 

Manfred and Irma Woltmann left to 
visit their children, Marlene and 

Harold Schroeder, m1ss10naries in 
Cameroon, on March 31, 1985. 

VANCOUVER, BC. The Women's 
Missionary Fellowship of Bethany 
Baptist Church hosted a Church din
ner, March 22, 1985. 

Maria Evans, short-term missionary 
to Japan, showed slides and spoke. 
"The banquet offering of over $4,000 
will be donated for the much needed 
church building in Japan, where the 
missionaries, Rev. and Mrs. Reimer 
Clausen, labor fo r the Lord," reports 
Elsie Baum. 

GRAND FORKS, ND. A new 
W.M.F. Circle was formed at Grace 
Baptist Church. The Mary-Martha 
Circle, a group of young mothers, now 
meets in the morning. Rachelle Hansen 
chairs the sessions. 

The Esther Circle, a group of work
ing women, meets in the evening with 
Darlene Derman as chairman. 

Another group of women, the Lydia 
Circle, meets in homes at noon for a 
salad lunch and a program. At their 
last meeting led by Pearl Preston and 
Nita Faul, the women re-enacted the 
Last Supper and then had a Bible study 
in Ephesians. In December, they fi lled 
17 kilo boxes for Africa, reports Lillian 
Balogh, chairman. 

GRAND FORKS, ND. Mrs. Clara 
Fehr, member, Grace Baptist Church, 
and mother of eight children , including 
Dr . Peter Fehr and Mrs. Harold Lang, 
former missionaries in Africa, was 
recently presented with a plaque 
honoring her and her late husband 
Eilert by W. Robert Parks, president, 
Iowa State University. 

The Clara a nd Eil e rt Feh r 
Biotechnology Scho lars hip in 
Agricultu re was do nated to ISU by 
Walter and Elinor Fehr, Ames, IA , to 
recognize the stro ng sup port Clara and 
Eilert provided for their children 's 
educat ions . (Mrs. Charles Balogh, 
reporter .) 

FREMONT, OH . "Proud to be a 
part of the North American Baptist 
Conference ." That's Calvary Baptist 
Church. Recent ly the Church Board 
voted unan imously to place a sign 
identifying its affiliation with the 
N.A.B. Conference o n its building 
which was purchased from another 
denomination seven years ago thro ugh 
the N.A.B . Church Extension Investors 

Fund. The cornerstone of this building 
still has the name of the former church. 

"What better way to cover it than 
with a sign showing our affiliation 
with a Conference that has been such a 
great help to this struggling body of 
believers . We, at Calvary, a re proud to 
be a part of the N .A.B . family! " 
reports Rev. Cliff Hamil, pastor. He is 
pictured holding the sign with T om 
Aldrich, deacon, and Al Weinstein, 
deacon and moderator. 

SPOKANE. WA. Terrace Heights 
Baptist Church honored Mr. Emil 
Wolff (pictu red second from left ) on 
Feb. 17, 1985, fo r twenty-five years of 
faithful service as church treasurer 
(1959-1984). Archie Oestreicher, 

moderator, (second from right) and 
Don Isaacson , deacons' chairman (a t 
left) presented him with a plaque. 

"We praise God for giving to our 
church loyal workers like Emil, " says 
the Rev. Harvey A. Motis, pastor (at 
right ). 

HEBRON, ND. First Baptist Church 
held a Sunday school teachers and 
yo uth workers seminar, March 14, 
1985. 

Carol Potratz, director of Christian 
education / youth , Bismarck (ND) Bap
tist Church, spo ke on "Witnessing and 
Outreach" and "C urriculum." 

"Seventeen people attended and 
were richly blessed with new ideas and 
a renewed zea l and dedicatio n to their 
tasks of sharing God's love with their 
students," reports Shari Krein . 
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our conference in action------ ---- - --. 

PORTLAND, OR. Bethany Baptist 
Church welcomed the Rev. Allan 
Strohschein and his wife Bernice on 
March 10, 1985, during an installation 
service in the morning service fo llowed 
by an association-wide afternoon ser
vice. Rev. Strohschein was installed as 
senior pastor. 

"We are looking fo rward to a fruit
ful min istry together with the 
Strohscheins at the helm," reports 
Kathy Fornshell. 

Mr. Steve Kellar, a s tudent at 
Western Seminary, Portland, is youth 
d irector of the Church, and Mike and 
Candy Kellar lead an Awana program. 

PORT COQUITLAM, BC. "Pray
ing for each other is a privilege which 
the men experience as they meet for 
prayer every Tuesday morning, and 
women on Thursday mornings," says 
Mrs. Gertraud Wiebe, reporter. 

The youth group is actively raising 
funds for its trip to the Triennial Con
ference in Anaheim, CA, this su mmer 
by having a restaurant night, cutting 
firewood, and other projects. 

Children are involved in a Scripture 
memory course. The Pioneer G irls in
vited the seniors of the Church for a 
Valentine's tea. Mary Hill Baptist 
Church closed 1984 with a potluck 
supper . 

WACO, TX. Pastor Terry Midkiff, 
a 1983 graduate of the N.A. B. 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, began his 
ministry at Central Baptis t C hurch, 
Jan. 13, 1985. An installation service 
and reception were held Jan. 17, 1985. 

"We are being blessed by the 
M idkiffs' ministry and are looking for
ward to his leadership as we serve the 
Lord together," says Lendal Lippert , 
reporter. 

GETZVILLE, NY. Bethel Baptist 
Church bade farewell to the Rev. Marc 
and Sylvia Mafucci, Feb. 24, 1985. 
During the evening service, represen
tatives from the junior high, senio r 
h igh, college and career, and the 
women's groups, plus the Search Com
mittee, church moderato r, deacons, 
and Joanne Colson (on behalf o f Pastor 
Colson who was ill ), spoke of the 
Mafuccis' meaningful and productive 
ministry. 

The Mafuccis came to Bethel Baptis t 
in May 1982 and have moved to 
Rochester, NY, where Rev. Mafucci is 
pastoring Latta Road Baptist C hurch . 
"We bid them God's blessing in their 
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new responsibil ities as senior pastor 
there," says Don Wobig, repor ter. 

LODI, CA. 
Twenty- s i x 
de legates from 
nine Northern 
Cal if ornia 
Association 
chu r ches met 
Feb. 15, 1985, 
at First Baptist Church, Elk Grove, 
CA, and recommended Mr. Michael 
Dobbs for ordination to the Gospel 
ministry . The Rev . Phyl Putz, Rocklin, 
CA, served as m oderator of the Coun
cil and the Rev . Ernie Rogalski, Lodi, 
CA, as clerk. 

An ordina tion service was held at 
First Baptist on March 3, 1985. Par
ticipants were the Rev. W illiam H . 
Steward, First Baptist, Modesto, ser
mon; the Rev. Stan Lubeck, Quail 
Lakes Baptist, Stockton, CA; the Rev . 
Walter Dingfield and the Rev. George 
Redington, First Baptis t Church, Lodi, 
and the Rev. Ern ie Rogalski , T emple 
Baptist, Lodi. The you th choir and 
Peggy Baumback provided special 
m usic. An offering was received fo r the 
Rev. Dobbs' library. "We w ish him 
every blessing in h is ministry to youth 
a t First Baptist," says the Rev. Ernie 
Rogalski. 

ordinations 

ABERDEEN, SD. Rober t Klein (pic
tured ) was ordained by Calvary Bap
tist Church on Nov. 20, 1984. Dr. 
Stanley Grenz, professor at North 

American Bapt ist Seminary, spoke on 
"Celebration of Diversity" and Dr. 
Ernie Zimbelman, also from North 
American Baptis t Semina ry and Rev. 
Klein's uncle, offered the dedicatory 
prayer. The Kleins are pictured w ith 
Dr. Zimbelman. 

Rev. Klein has been serving Calvary 
Baptist Church since July 1, 1984. 

m1ss1on 
conferences 

KELOWNA, BC. Trinity Baptist 
Church participated in the annual Mis
sionary Conference of the N .A. B. 
Churches of Okanagan . N.A.B. mis
siona ries who presented va rious mis
sion fields were Ea rl and Lois Ahrens, 

Spanish A merican miss ion; Tina 
Schmid t , Cameroon; Maria Evans, 
Ja pan; Dale W ilcke, N igeria; and Dr. 
Rod Zimmerman, Cameroon (pic
tured). Many colorful art ifacts m ade 
an impressive se tt ing fo r the meetings. 

"A greater awareness o f missions, 
personal dedicat ion to the work, and a 
substant ia l offering were the results of 
a very enjoyable and inspiring con
ference ," reports Magdalene Spletzer. 
"A growing number of our congrega
tion have been on, or have direct ties 
w ith , these m ission fields ." 

church 
dedication and 
anniversary 

ROCK RAPIDS, IA. Faith Bapt ist 
Church celebra ted its 10th anniver
sary, March 22, 1985 . N inety-one per
sons a ttended the ca tered banquet 
preceding the program. 

Par ti cipants included the Rev. 
Reuben Grueneich. pastor, brief 
history of the Church; Dan Grueneich , 
special music; and va rio us members, 
reminiscences. The Rev. Bert Itterman, 
fo rmer pastor, Fi rst Baptist Church, 
George, IA , spoke. 

Letters of congratulation from Iowa 
A ssociation churches and the Rev. 
Dennis Kee, founding pasto r, were 
read. (Eleanor J. Stump . reporter. ) 
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WILLIAM ARNDT (82). Wetaskiwin, 
AB; born to August and Julianna Arndt, 
Wolynien, Russia; died Feb. 27, 1985; im
migrated to Springside, SK, 1912; married 
Irma Breitkreuz, 1929; accepted Christ at 
age 16, was baptized and joined West 
Ebenezer (SK) Baptist Church where he was 
Sunday school superintendent, deacon, 
youth president; predeceased by one sister, 
Marie; survived by his wife Irma; two 
brothers: Martin and Daniel; and five 
siste rs: Martha Humphries, Emma 
Breitkreuz, Olge Laube, Lydia Pullman, 
and Hannah Besler; Reverends Richard 
Grabke and George Breitkreuz, pastors, 
funera l service. 

GRETA A. DAMRAU (77). Stevensville, 
Ml; born Oct. 18, 1907, to Emil and 
Henrietta Marie (Mussmann) Hiltscher; 
died Dec. 19, 1984; married the Rev . Walter 
C. Damrau, Aug. 4, 1929; served as 
pastor's wife, Sunday school teacher, youth 
leader in these churches: Fourth Avenue 
(now Ripley Boulevard) Baptist, Alpena, 
Ml, (4 years); Calvary Baptist, Tacoma, 
WA, (10 years); Pilgrim Bapt ist. 
Philadelphia, PA, (10 years); Temple Bap
tist. Buffalo, NY, (5 years); Snowview Bap
tist, Cleveland , OH, (7 years); Zion Bap
tist, Rochester, NY, (7 years); First Baptist 
of Elsmere, Wilmington, DE, (1 year); and 
Lakeshore Baptist, Stevensville, MI , (1 
year ); su rvived by her husband Walter; two 
sons: Wilbert, Tacoma, WA, and Paul , 
LeRoy, NY; six grandchildren; one great
grandchild; one brother, Hans Hiltscher; 
and one sister, Mrs . Clara Stahl; Reverends 
Norbert Stubel, Will is Potratz, a nd 
Winston Decker, pastors, funeral service. 

LYDIA (BENKE) DOMREIS (93), Leduc, 
AB; born Nov. 26, 1891. Dunmore, AB; 
died Feb. 12, 1985; married David Domreis, 
May 1913, who predeceased her; accepted 
Christ as a youth; member, Central Baptist 
Church, Edmonton, AB; predeceased by 
one son, Fred, and one daugh ter. Norma; 
survived by one son, Ben, Edmonton. AB; 
two daughters: Faye, Edmonton, AB; and 
Wilma, Montreal, PQ; seven grand
children; and four great-grandchildren; 
Rev. Ernest Hoffmann. pastor, funeral ser
vice . 

MARY GIENGER (91). Jamestown. ND: 
born October 1893, to Peter and Louise 
Seidel. Menno, SD; died March 1, 1985; 
married Paul Gienger, Nov. 10. 1910, who 
predeceased her Feb. 20, 1952; accepted 
Christ as a child, was baptized, and joined 
Streeter Baptist Church; member Temple 
Baptist Church. Jamestown , ND; 
predeceased by two sons, three grand
children, three brothers, and two sisters; 
survived by three sons : Wilmer, 
Jamestown, ND; Paul, Lake Elsniore, CA; 
and Jacob, Luverne, ND; five daughters: 
Louise (Mrs. Philip Deeter), Helen, (Mrs. 
LeRoy Lang), Marian (Mrs. Harlyn Bren
neise). Jamestown, ND: Maggie (Mrs. Ted 
Mayer). Sacramento. CA; and Pauline 

(Mrs. William Johncox), Yakima, WA; 32 
grandchildren; 66 great-grandchildren; and 
18 great-great-grandchildren; Reverends 
Ray Hoffman and N.E. McCoy, pastors. 
funeral service. 

FREDERICK HEMMERLING (88). 
Kelowna, BC; born Dec. 4, 1896, to 
Wilhe lm a nd Em il y Hemmerling, 
Wolhynia, Russia; died Jan. 21, 1985; im
migrated to Canada in 1928; married Olga 
Lemke, 1918, who, with their child, 
predeceased him in childbirth in 1919; mar
ried Emma Gatzke (1920) who predeceased 
him, May 1944; married Mrs. Traute Rode 
(nee Steinke); baptized in 1930 and joined 
Baptist Church of Lemberg, SK; member, 
Trinity Baptist Church, Kelowna, BC, 
where he served as deacon and as Sunday 
school teacher; predeceased by one 
daughter; survived by his wife T raute, 
Kelowna, BC; four sons and their wives: 
Hellmuth (Hertha). Otto (Ida), Bill (Ruth). 
and Herb (Shirley); his daughter and her 
husband, Betty Ann (Bob Frost ); one step
daughter and her husband, Janet (Al Hait ); 
one stepson and his wife. Clarence (Lynn) 
Rode; 19 grandchildren; four great
grandchildren; one brother, Emil; and two 
s isters: Ottil ia Wolff and Helene 
Hirschmann; Reverends Richard Hohensee 
and Ray Semeniuk, pastors, funeral ser
vice. 

WILLIAM HENKEL (76), Kelowna, BC; 
born Oct. 23, 1908, to Julius and Louise 
Henkel , Neunburg, Germany; died March 
8, 1985; immigrated to Canada in 1928 to 
Quebec and later Saskatchewan; married 
Martha Mebs, Dec. 26, 1934; moved to 
Kelowna. BC, in 1939; accepted Christ in 
1944 and was baptized, charter member. 
church clerk, Sunday school teacher, 
choir member, Grace and Trinity Baptist 
Churches. Kelowna, BC; predeceased by 
one grandson, Mark; survived by his wife 
Martha , Kelowna, BC; one daughter and 
her husband, Margaret (Mrs. Ervin) 
Werger. Vernon, BC; two sons and their 
wives: Edwin (Evelyn), Kelowna, BC. and 
Werner (Irene), Smithers. BC; eight grand
children; two brothers: Herman and Erich; 
and four sisters: Paula Wondzinski, Martha 
Elsner, Erna Biel ing, and Anna Michelbach; 
Reverends Richard Hohensee and Ray 
Semeniuk. pastors, funeral service. 

JULIUS MEYER (82). Sacramento, CA; 
born Jan. 15, 1902, to John and Magdalena 
Meyer. Washburn . ND; died Nov. 27, 
1984; married Clara Schuh; accepted 
Christ, was baptized and joined First Bap
tist Church, Elk Grove, CA; survived by 
his wife Clara. Sacramento . CA; three 
daughters: Mrs. Jucille Mantz, Marjorie 
and Margaret, Sacramento, CA; four 
grand children ; fou r grea t -gra nd
children; and three sisters: Pauline Weise, 
Sara Mallet, and Emma Meyer; Reverends 
Merle Brenner and Fred Klein. pastors. 
funeral service. 

EILEEN C. MlLLER (71). Elgin, IA; born 
Dec. 8, 1914, to Frank and Myra Witford, 
Davis, IA; died March 7, 1985; married 
Francis Hutchins, 1934, who predeceased 
her in 1974; married Karl Miller, January 
1977, who predeceased her in November 
1977; baptized in 1942, Open Bible Church, 
Waterloo; joined First Baptist Church, 
Elgin, IA, 1969; active in Tabitha Society 
and Sunday school; survived by two 
children: Lyle and Faye; and three step
daughters; Rev. Norm Miller, pastor, 
funeral service. 

M. MERLE RICH (81), Hillsboro, OR; 
born Nov. 10, 1903, to Rev. and Mrs. 
Robert R. Hopton. Pella IA; died Feb. 18, 
1985; married Samuel Rich , 1928; Sunday 
school teacher, costume maker, choir, 
W.M.F., church board member, members 
of Bethany Baptist Church, Portland, OR: 
predeceased by one son, Donald; survived 
by her husband Sam, Hillsboro, OR; three 
sons: Robert and Bruce, Hillsboro, OR; and 
Sam, Jr., Portland, OR; 13 grandchildren; 8 
great-grandchildren; and one sister , Rober
ta Borne; Dr. Charles Rich and Reverends 
Dale Turner and Allan Strohschein. and 
Larry Bienert, pastors. memorial service. 

KARL SCHLAFMANN (79), Bismarck, 
ND; born Jan . 25, 1906, to Johann and 
Christina Wall Schlafmann, near Wilton, 
ND; died March 27. 1985; married Esther 
Broeckel, 1928; member. Sunday school 
teacher, Turtle Lake (ND) and Bismarck 
(ND) Baptist Churches; moved to Bismarck 
from Turtle Lake in 1958; survived by his 
wife Esther, Bismarck. ND; one daughter, 
Bonnie (Mrs. Dennis Delzer). Bismarck, 
ND; three sons: Norman, Detroit, Ml; Gor
don, LaCrosse, Wl; and Kenneth. West 
Palm Beach, FL; ten grandchildren; three 
sisters: Carolina Schlafmann , Mrs. Regina 
Looze, and Mrs. James (Elizabeth) Nash; 
and three brothers: George. William, and 
Jake; Reverends M.D. Wolff and Orville 
Meth, pastors, funeral service. 

GERTIE WIGHTMAN (95). Ackley, IA; 
born Nov. 4. 1889, to Mell and Henrietta 
Abbas; died March 1, 1985; married Mont
fo rd Wightman. May 6, 1920, who 
predeceased her; resided near Austinville, 
in Parkersburg and Ackley, IA; baptized 
and joined Calvary Baptist Church. 
Parkersburg, IA. and member, Aplington 
(IA) Baptist Church; predeceased by three 
sisters and six brothers; survived by her son 
Clarence; several nieces and nephews; Rev. 
Donald Patet . pastor, funeral service. 
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Tribute to 
Mrs. Louise Dunger 

A mong the many characteristics of 
..ll..Mrs. Lo u ise Dunger , I saw her as 
a family person . Not only did she 
love and care for her immediate fami
ly, but a lso she opened her moth ering 
a rms to neighbo rs, frien ds, fe llow 
m 1ss1onaries, denominat ional ac
quaintances. Above a ll, she opened 
her arms to the poor a n d needy in her 
beloved Afr ica w here she and her 
husb and, George, served for more 
than a decade. 

As a member of her far-reaching 
fam ily, I remember those outstand ing 
qualities which endear ed her to me 
and so many others. Louise was a 
woman of courage. It took great 
courage to go to Africa in 1938 during 
the height of the depression when th e 
stor m clouds of war were building. 
That courage was prompted by love 

for the peop le she wen t to serve. 
Louise had d rawn her courage from 
the One who promised, "Perfect love 
casteth out fear" (1 John 4:18) . 

A second great quality I remember 
in Louise is stamina. H er fra il body 
belied the strength which lay behind 
her sparkling eyes and indomitable 
spirit. The Holy Spirit made it possi
ble for her to minister to people who 
were much stronger than she was 
physically. She accepted the 
resources of his promise, "My grace is 
sufficient for thee; for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness" (2 Corin
thians 12:9). 

A third quality I remember in 
Louise is cheer. She steadfastly re
mained bright when the cloud s began 
to gather. Many times I was war med 
by her fireplace, given a cup of tea, 
and received a n encouraging word. 
Her cheer was derived from a n 
abiding confidence in God and sus
tained through dependence upon him 
in prayer. She drew on the promise, 
"Ask and ye shall receive, t hat your 
joy may be full" (John 16:24). 

Those qualities, which I remember 
in Louise Dunger, stir in me a desire 
to follow her in the fulfi llment of the 
mission God has given me in his 
Kingdom. Her example is a source of 
encouragement toward that end. 
- Fred Folkerts 
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Tributes to Louise A. Dunger 
from brothers and sisters 
in Cameroon 

"Th o ugh I was a very young b oy, I 
w ill never forget the first time Dr. and 
Mrs. George Dunger came to our 
v illage. For m any of us, it was our 
first t ime to actually see a white man, 
woman and child. We considered 
what made th em come (to Cameroon ) 
and why they were not afraid to s tay 
a m o ngst us. Then Dr. D u nger told us 
to learn and memorize Psalm 127. H e 
talked about how The Lord is th e 
strength of my life ... of whom shall 
I be afraid .' As a result, Deacon 
Solomon helped us to memorize those 
verses." -Rev. Philip Mamngong, 
Mbem Baptist Church 

"We have always been thanking the 
Lord for you and our dear Mama 
Louise Dunger . We tha nk God th at 
you a ll obeyed his call and came out 
here to preach , teach, and heal by his 
Name. Your footp rints are still seen. 
News has come now o f Mama's 
g lorious departure to be with our 
Lord Jesus Christ. She has left behind 
chi ldren here in Cameroon and 
Mbem , in particula r , to remember 
her g reat name. We have a five-year
o ld g irl by Mama Louise's name. We 

Mrs. Dunger, w /10 died Oct. 29, 
1984, at 75 years of age, lived a life of 
fulfilled ministry, serving as a young 
woman in New York City at the Im
manuel Baptist Clwrch as choir direc
tor and organist. She ministered wit/1 
her husband as a m issionary in 
Cameroon, W est Africa. When the 
Dungers returned to the U.S.A. and 
th e North Am erica n Baptist 
Seminary, she supported her husband 
and the school as a powerful person 
of prayer. She was a consistent exam
ple of a caring, loving person . 

shall never forget her." -Mr. E11oclz 
and Helena ]ingwi, lab technician, 
Mbem Health Cen ter 

"We shall never forget what Mama 
and Pa Dunger have jointly left with 
us. Many of us have come to know 
Christ Jesus as our Lord and Saviour 
th rough the simple and meaningful 
life of Mama Louise. To God be the 
g lory for g reat things he has made . 
His love is from generation to genera
tion, from a ll the corners of his great 
world. May Mama Louise rest in the 
Lord 'ti ll we meet before him again." 
-Christians of Mbe111 Cameroon 
Baptist Convention Church 

"We remember Ma Dunger very well ; 
especially as she accompanied you on 
your visits to supervise us as we 
p repared for the theological cer
tificate course. Her wish for better 
quality education for C.B.C. pastors 
is being realized today . The en
couragement she gave many of us still 
keeps us going, and we hope to 
fo llow her footsteps of a lifetime 
dedicatio n to the work of the Lord ." 
-Rev. Elias Bongnrba, former pastor 
of C.B.C. Yaounde Church , now 
studying in the U.S.A. 

Mrs. Du11ger is survived by lier 
l1usband George and two daugh
ters- Daplrne of Cameroon (current
ly on furlough) and Amaryllis of 
Brandon-Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

Memorial contributions are being 
used to establish a Louise A. Dunger 
Memorial to benefit needy and de
serving students at the North 
A merican Baptist Seminary and on 
the mission field. 

Additional gifts may be received at 
the Nort/1 A111eri can Baµtist 
Seminary. 

what's 
happening~~~~~~~~~ 

Dr. Douglas Gallaglzer resigned as 
senio r pastor of Napier Parkview Bap
tist Church, Benton Harbor, MI, effec
tive April 30, 1985. He has served there 
since 1982. 

Mr. Uve K11aak and the Wliitemor1tli 
Baµtist Cl111rc/r, Seven Sisters Falls, 
MB, have agreed that Mr. Knaak con
tinue his ministry there. In the May 
issue of the Baµtist Herald. it was 
reported that he had resigned. 

Tl1e Rev. Oe1111is Hoffma11 begins as 
pastor of Win ton Road Baptist 
Church, Rochester, NY, on July 1, 
1985. He has served as assistant pastor 
at Calvary Baptist Church, Bethlehem, 
PA, since 1982. 

Tire Rev. Ly 1111 Hei11le accepted the 
pastorate of First Baptist Church. Tur
tle Lake, ND, effect ive May 1. He has 
been serving as pastor of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, Marion, KS, since 
1983. 

Or. Steµhe11 Bracl1low retu rned to 
the position of Professor of Church 
History and Christian Spirituality at 
the North American Baptist Seminary , 
Sioux Falls, SD, effective June 1, 1985. 
During the 1984-85 school year, Dr. 
Brach low was on the faculty of Eastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Penn
sylvania. Prior to that, he was a 
member of the N .A.B. Seminary facul
ty. Dr.Brachlow will be on sabbat ical 
beginning in the fall and will begin at 
the Seminary the second semester of 
the 1984-85 school year. 

Tlze Rev. a11d M rs. Terre11ce Fosse11 
left for the Mambilla Plateau in Nigeria 
in Apri l to serve until December 1985 
as interim missionaries. They replace 
the furloughing Rev. and Mrs. Elmer 
Strauss who have been teaching at the 
Mambilla Baptist Theological School. 
Mr. Fossen is minister of youth and 
Christian educatio n at Central Baptist 
Church, Edmonton, AB. 

T11e Rev. Ory11 C. Mei11erts was 
granted the degree of Doctor of 
Missio logy from Trini ty Evangelical 
Divinity School, Deerfield, IL. o n June 
14 , 1985. The title of his major project 
is A Policy Manual for tire Nortlr 
American Baµtist Conference Mis
sio11s. Dr. Meinerts was reappointed as 
Field Secretary for N.A.B. mission 
work in Cameroon. He has been serv
ing part-time as interim director of per
sonnel and promotion for the N.A.B. 
Conference wh ile on leave of absence 
from the mission field. 

Betlzel Baµtist Church , Windsor, 
ON. voted to disband on April 14, 
1985. 

Mr. Oa1111y Kroeker resigned as 
Minister of Visita tion and Discipleship 
at Grace Baptist Church, Calgary, AB, 
to go into secular employment. He has 
served there since 1982. 

Mr. Daryl Daclrtler has accepted the 
position of associate pastor for youth 
and family membership a t Hillside 
Baptist Church, Dickinson, ND, effec
tive July 1, 1985. He is a 1985 graduate 
of the North American Baptist 
Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD. 

Mr. Paul Wilson was ordained by 
Brentview Baptist Church, Calgary, 
AB, on February 24, 1985, where he is 
Minister of Music and Youth. 

Newly elected officers for the 
Church Extension Investors Fund, Inc., 
(U.S.A.) are Mr. Milton Hildebrandt , 
St. Paul, MN, president; Mr. Paul 
Stolz , Tacoma, WA, vice president ; 
and the Rev. Jacob Ehman , Alpena, 
Ml, secretary. Re-elected as vice presi
dent was Miss Karen Dickau and as 
treasurer, Mr. Robert Mayfortlz, both 
of the North American Baptist Interna
tional Office. Newly elected as presi
dent of Church Extension Investors 
Fund, LTD, (Canada) is Mr. Seno Rist , 
Winnipeg, MB. Re-elected as secretary 
was Mr. A lbert Stober. Kelowna, BC, 
as secretary; Miss Kare11 Oicka11 as vice 
president; and Mr. Robert Mayfortlz 
treasurer. 

Mr. Dale Dreger became pastor of 
Crowsnest Community Baptist 
Church, Blairmore, AB, on May 1, 
1985. He had previously served as 
pastor of Rabbit Hill Baptist Church, 
South Edmonton, AB. 

Mr. Michael Kirk111a11 has resigned 
from the position of Associate Pastor 
of Trinity Baptist Church, Portland, 
OR , effective May 31 , 1985. He has 
served in this capacity since 1980. 

Missionaries Oaµhne Or111ger (one 
year), Kathryn Kroll (two years), 
Susan Krier (two years) and Rodney 
Z i111111er111an (nine months) were 
granted study leaves of absence by the 
Board of Missions at its annual meeting 
in April. 

Mr. Ron Salwinn's position as In
terim Missions Director was extended 
by the Board of Missions until the time 
the newly elected Missions Director is 
in place. 

Tire Rev. Leon Bill, pastor of Trinity 
Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, SD, for 
eleven years, has accepted the position 
of Director of Planned Giving at Sioux 
Falls College, Sioux Falls, SD, effect ive 
June 1, 1985. 

CALIFORNIA-

r 
HERE WE COME! 

Triennial Conference News 
Did you ever stop to think what makes 
a great hamburger or a tasty sand-
wich 1 Basically, there are two pieces of 
bread or bun for the top and bottom , 
which even though they are well-but
tered , are rather tasteless by ~hem
selves. It is the meat and dressing m the 
middle that makes the difference. 

This summer, Los Angeles and 
Anaheim will be the focus of three 
great events: T he Baptist World Con
gress, July 1-6; the Billy Graham 
Crusade. beginning July 16 and the 
4lst Triennial Conference of North 
American Baptist Churches, July 16-~l. 

Our Conference, being in the mid-
. h f" · s to die, is going to provide t e 1xmg 

· · ·t al meal give you the tastiest spm u · 
Feast your eyes on this menu: 

Speakers-" meat" 
E. V. Hill. Cl1arles Colson , Dan 
Baumann. Herman Effa , Fred Jantzd 
Gerhard Claas, Carl F. George, an 
Jolrn Binder. 
Special Music-"garnishes" 
Haven of Rest Quartet, Parslr~uer 
Sisters, Mass Choir, Soutlrenr Calr for
nia Clwrc/1es; Bolden Fa111ily Sillgers; 
singing groups from our N.A.B. 
schools; and otlzer musicians f rom 
N.A .B. churches. 
Special Interests-"dressings" 

F and Disneyland, Knotts Berry ·arm. 
other attractions. 

Now that is a sandwich filler th~t 
you cannot afford to miss, and th~t s 
no baloney. Come and dine w~th 
thousands of other N.A.B. fam ily 
members in this great spiritual feast. I 
am convinced that you will thank m~ 
for having persisted and convince 

you to come. . July 
Meet me there- in Anaheim, 

16-21, 1985. 

Ernie Radke . 
Calgary, Alber
ta: cliair111a11 , 
Progrn111 Co111-
111 i ttee : vice 
111 o d e r a t o r . 
Nortli A111ericn11 
Baµtist Co11 -
fere11ce 

Register at the Anaheim Convention 
Center, July 16, 9 to 7 p.m. 
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Making History: 
Invitation to Participation 
by George A. Dunger 

"Who cares about history? To-
day is what matters!" So run 

the thoughts of many pragmatically 
minded people. However, whether 
we are aware of it or not, we all are 
making history every day and every 
hour. We do this through personal 
choices, family decisions, church ac
tivities, and Conference projections. 
A more realistic attitude is to be 
aware that the past does influence the 
present, and the present determines 
the future. 

Increasing numbers of people, 
religious institu tions, and other 
organiza t io ns are turn ing to 
historians and their archives to know 
their past and to start new courses of 
action. This approach provides a 
fresh sense of confidence and expecta
tion. Now history is a vibrantly vital 
·:esource of meaning, purpose, and 
fulfillment. Did not our Lord Jesus 
reach back into Old Testament 
history and, in the knowledge and 
power of this inspired Scripture, sub
due the Tempter in the desert and on 
the pinnacle of the temple? And then 
he moved on to make salvation 
history! 

A "Ditch Incident" 
Not very long ago, there was a 

rather strange sight along a road in 
Cameroon. A missionary sat in a 
ditch next to a large canvass mail bag, 
absorbed in reading mail from loved 
ones, the home office, and govern
ment and business agencies. He had 
seen the Baptist Mission carrier walk
ing along the road, stopped his truck, 

and helped him sort the mail in the 
most convenient place available, the 
ditch . Among the mail was an impor
tant cablegram from the home office: 
"Stop all development programs for 
the mission schools stop cannot send 
funds stop ." 

This "ditch incident" was the begin
ning of a new phase in the growth of 
our mission school system in the early 
1940s . Instead of stopping, we 
challenged headmasters, teachers, 
pupils, even government agencies to 
cooperate with us. People at home 
saw the witnessing potential of our 
schools and continued to provide 
basic funding. The result was not on
ly survival but also remarkable 
growth both in the number and the 
quali ty of our Baptist Mission 
Schools. The "ditch incident" meant 
making history, history marked by 
spiri tual and material blessings for 
li terally thousands of Cameroonian 
people then and now. 

Similar records could be unearthed 
by every Department of our North 
American Baptist Conference. They 
would demonstrate the progress 
made by faith, dedication, and hard 
wo rk . They wou ld show the 
historical progression of both the in
dividual and corpora te efforts in obe
dience to our Lord and Savior: 
evangelism, church growth, missions, 
history in the making, making 
history. 
A N o rth American Baptist 
H istorical Society 

Several years ago, quite a large 

number of people expressed their in
terest in and support of a North 
American Baptist Historical Society . 
At the Triennial Conference in 1982, 
the Archives Committee was given 
the task to establish this society . In 
response, we are gathering, preserv
ing, and d isseminating appropriate 
historical data of people, churches, 
associations and Conference depart
ments to become an enduring 
memorial to the men and women to 
whom, as God's people, he gave a 
distinct purpose in the work of his 
Kingdom. 

Dr. Barbour, former president of 
the Rochester Theological Seminary, 
stated this about a professor of Chris
tian Theology and Homiletics at our 
Seminary from 1884 to 1915: ". . . 
Men now in service about the circle of 
the globe look at this man with love 
and reverence. He has profoundly af
fected their lives and their message, 
and he will do so until the last of them 
goes to join him in the land whither 
he has gone . . . " 

Who might this ma n have 
been - this man who made history 
down to our own time? And who, in 
the not-so-distant future, may be able 
to report on our life and work, saying 
very much the same, because we 
"made history"? 

We invite you to participate in 
making history, in making "his 
story," the story of his Kingdom, and 
fu rther, to help us preserve this story 
for ot hers through the N.A.B. 
Historical Society. 0 

Dr. George Dunger is the archivist for 
the North American Baptist Con
ference at the N ortl1 A m erican Baptist 
Seminary Library, Sioux Falls, SD. 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATION in the North American Baptist Historical Society. 
Clip and send to 
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N.A .B. Archives, A tt'n George A . Dunger, 1605 S. Eucl id Ave., 
Sioux Fa lls, SD 57105 
I am interested in the N.A. B. Historical Society and request information on 
the following: 
0 1. What memberships are available, and what are the membership dues? 
0 2. What can the N.A.B. Historical Society do for me and my church? 
0 3. What does the N.A.B. Historical Society expect of me and my church? 
Your name: ___________ ___ Your Church: ________ _ 

Address: City:---------- -
State / Province Code -----------

congratulatio ns 

Congra tula tions to the following 
church for joining the Church Family 
Subscription Plan to the Bapt ist 
Herald: 

Meridan Woods Baptis t , In 
dianapolis, IN; David Detmer, pastor; 
Mrs. Lewis Gilkerson, agent. 

T o these churches for renewing 
through the Church Family Subscrip
tion Plan to the Baptist Herald: 

Ridgewood Baptist, l3rookfield, W I; 
Rev . Erwin H. Babbel, pastor, Mr. Ed
ward Fuhrmann, agent. 

Ridgemont Baptist, East Detroit, 
Ml; Rev. Douglas T imm, pastor, Mr. 
Gerhard Neumann, agent. 

First Baptist , George, IA; Mr. John 
Winter, agent. 

Trinity Bapt ist, Kelowna, BC; Rev. 
Richard Hohensee, pastor; Mrs. Elsie 
Hait, agent. 

First Baptist, Leola, SD; Rev. Ar
no ld Fr iez, pas tor; Mr. Jake 
Kirschman, agent. 

Temple Bapt ist , Medicine Hat, A B; 
Rev. Loren Weber, pastor, Mrs. Mar
jorie Weber, agen t. 

Faith Baptist, Rock Rapids, IA; Rev. 
Reuben Grueneich , pastor; Mrs. 
Eleano r Stump, agent. 

First Bapt ist, Sidney, MT; Rev. Paul 
Brannan, pastor; Mrs. Gladys Tibbits, 
agent . 

Turtle, Lake Baptist , Turtle Lake, 
ND; Mrs. Merle Lind teigen, agen t. 

Pray for the 
General Council 

as it meets June 6 a nd 7 to 
r eview vario us Co nferen ce 
ministries, to set p riorities in 
fi nan cia l allocations, to deter
mine long-range plans, a nd to 
d iscuss the basis of o rdina tion 
a nd the ord ina tion of women 
a nd divorced persons. 

The Genera l Council is com
posed of rep resen tatives fro m 
each Associatio n a n d th e 
various Departments of the 
N.A.B. Conference. 

r-- Capital Funds Are 
Dis tributed and at Work 

Almost one mill ion dollars in cash that 
was given in 1984 has been d istributed 
according to Dr. Connie Salios, capital 
funds campaign director. After pay
ment of the expenses of $245, 717, the 
amount of $745 , 261 has been 
distributed as follows: 

Associations- $219 ,658 
Tlzese are being used by Associations 
for church extension and camping 
minis tries. 
O verseas Missions-581,205 

Tlze school for clzildren of missionaries 
in Ba111enda is completely funded with 
$30,870. Const ruction is sclzeduled for 
fa ll. Tlz ere has been a delay due to land 
negotiations. 

One half of the duplex for tutor 
housing for the Cameroon Baptist 
Theological Se111inary in Ndu has been 
funded witl1 $25,000. Construction is 
scheduled to begin this fall. 

A Land Rover ($25,335) has been 
purchased and is being used to visit 
churches, teach Theological Education 
by Extension courses, and do 
evangelism on the Mambilla Plateau , 
Nigeria. 

Church Extension/ Church 
Growth - $50,000 
These contributions are being used to 
fund personnel travel costs to help 
declining congregations; research and 
consultation for ethnic ministry in 
West New York and New Jersey; and 
for church planting in Texas . 

North American Baptist 
Seminary-$250, 000 

A library addition l1as been com
pleted, and it will be used by students 
this fall. 

North American Baptist College 
and Divinity School-$25,000 
The money is being used to liquidate 
the debt o n tl1 e Sclia/111 Memorial 
Library , w hicl1 is already in use. 
N.A. B. International 
O ffice-536,250 
A word processo r and a personal com
puter are being purcl1ased as well as 
eq11ip111ent to enlarge th e present com
puter syste111. Audio-visual equipment 
has been provided for tl1 e Develop-
111 ent Depart111ent. 

"'Thank you for your support of the 
Capital Funds Campaign, " says Dr. 
Salios . 

Capital Funds 
Repor t 

How to Give a Gift 
That Pays You Income 

Are you like many of our Chris
tian friends . .. having accumulated 
property' you are concerned about 
taxes and management of the prop-
erty? 

Do you have stocks, bonds, 
mutual funds or real estate that have 
appreciated in value, but are not 
producing the income you nee.cl? 
And if you sold the property to _in
vest in higher income-producing 
property, capital gain tax would be 
payable. 

There is a solution to the prob
lem; it's called a Life Income Agree
ment. 

In addition to the possibility of in
creased income and avoidance of 
capital gain tax, you can receive. an 
income tax charitable deduction 
which will help you offset other in
come taxes which are payable. 

And at the same time, you will 
continue to receive the income pro
duced by your property for as long 
as you live. 

That's why many are finding it a 
satisfactory way to give, and at t.he 
same time, increase their own in
come. And you will, too. 

For complete information on 

How to Give a Gift That 
Pays You Income, 

complete and mail this coupon today· 

--------- -- ---------- - --
Dr. Connie Salios 
North American Baptist Conference 
1 South 210 Summit A venue 
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 60181 
(312) 495-2000 

Dear Dr. Salios: 
0 Please send me free informa

tion on Life Income Agreements. 

Address - - ---------
City ____ ________ _ 

State/ Province _ __ Code ___ _ 

JUNE 1985 39 



Baptist Herald 
1 So . 210 Summit Ave. 
O akbrook Terrace, IL 60181 
(312) 495-2000 

Non-profit organization 
Second class postage 
paid at Villa Park, Illinois 60181 
and a t additional mailing offices 

Farming 
For 

Missions 

If you live on a fann or ranch. you can help support our missionary m inistry 
by feeding livestock or growing crops . Th is can help us in a big way. 

STEER, Inc. of Bismarck, North Dakota, of which our mission is a member, 
will provide you the funds needed to purchase the livestock of your choice 
or assist you in sharing in the "God's Acre s Plan." 

For further information on how you can very effectively use your fanning/ 
ranching en terprise in the support of our missions program. complete the 
coupon below and send to: 

X CLIP AND MAIL r-------------------------------
Piease send m e more Inform ation about feeding livestock or the 
""God's Acres Plan" to help in the world-wide ministry of the 
Nor th American Baptist Conference. 

0 I am interested in sharing in the "God 's Acres Plan." 

:J I am interested in feeding the following: _Beef Cow 

-.Dairy Cow _ Hogs _ Sheep _ _ Feeder Cattle _ Other 

Nam e 

Address 

City __________ State ____ Zip -----

·------------------~-------------
The unique m ission funding program of STEER. Inc .. has been endorsed by 
many other well-known evangelical m ission organizations. 


